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TWEN'rV-SKCOND  CONGRESS.. .FIRST  SESSION: 

VBOX  SSCUCBXB  5,  1831,  TO  JDLT  17,  1BS3. 


DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


LIST  OF  THE  SENATORS. 

MAIN&-~John  Holmes,  Pcle^  Sprngue. 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE— Samuel  Bell.  Isaac  HiU. 
MXaaACHUSETTS— Dan'l  Webster,  Nathi  S'lUbee. 
RHODE  ISLAND— N.  R.  Knight.  Asher  Bobbins. 
CONNECTICUT. — Sam'I  A.  Foot,  Gideon  Tomlinaon. 
VERMONT— Horatio  Seymour,  Samuel  Prentiss. 
NEW  YORK.— Charles  E.  Dudley,  William  Marcy. 
NEW  JERSEY.— M.  Dickerson,  Theo.  Frdingluivsen. 
PENNSYLVANIA— Geo.  M.  Dallas,  Wm.  Wilkms. 
DELAWARE.^.  ^.  Clayton,  Arnold  Naudain. 
MARYLAND.— £.  P.  Chambers,  Samuel  Smith. 
VIRGINIA— Littleton  W.  Tuewell,  John  Tyler. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  B.  Brown,  W.  P.  MMigum. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA— H.  Y.  Hayne,  S.  D.  Miller. 
GEORGIA.- Geoi^e  H.  Trotip,  John  Forsyth. 
KENTUCKY.— George  M.  Bibb,  Henry  Clay. 
TENNESSEE— Felix  Grundy,  Hugh  L.  White. 
OHIO. — Benjamin  Rug^s,  Thomas  Ewing. 
LOUISIANA. — J.  S-  Johnston,  Geo.  A.  Wa^man. 

INDIANA  Wm.  Hendricks,  Robert  Hanna.* 

MISSISSIPPI— Fowhatait  Ellis,  Geo.  Poindextcr. 
ILLINOIS. — Blias  K-  Kane,  John  M.  Robinson. 
.UjIBAMA— William  R.  King,  Gabriel  Moore. 
SnSSOUBI. — Thomas  H.  Benton,  Alex.  Buckner. 

MovjiAr,  DiOMSXK  5^  1831. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marybnd,  Preudent  prn  Um.  of  the 
Senate,  in  the  absence  of  tiie  Vice  President,  took  the 
chair  at  twelve  o'clock;  and,  on  calling  the  House  to  order, 
it  appeared  that  thirty-four  members  were  present. 

Mr.  DUDLEY,  of  New  York,  stated  that,  by  some 
nnuBaon  or  inadvertence,  the  credentials  of  his  colleague, 
the  fiononble  Wm.  Makct,  had  notbeen  forwarded.  He 
could,  however,  testify  that  Mr.  Mamci  was  duly  elected 
Senatfv  for  that  State;  and  as  nmilar  instances  of  such 
onissioa  were  on  record^  he  hoped  the  present  would  not 
operate  as  an  obstacle  to  his  admission,  and  moved  that 
Mr.  Mabcx  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat}  which  motion 
was  agreed  to,  item.  cm. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  that  the  honor- 

C*  Mr.  H.  wai  aufi-nmlcd,  Januarj-  3,  by  Juhu  Tiplun.] 
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able  Jusiaa  S.  JoHirsTQir,  Senator  elect  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  be  permitted  to  take  hia  seat.  The  credentials 
of  Mr.  J.  had  not,  Mr.  B.  stated,  yet  arrived,  but  his  elec- 
tion  was  a  matter  of  such  pubhc  notmiety,  as  to  induce 
him  to  hope  that  the  Senate  would  not  hesitate  to  adnut 
him.  In  which  laotion,  after  a  brief  •ugKes&m  from  Mr. 
HAYNE,  on  the  proprie^  of  baring  taeae  credeirtiab 
filed,  the  Senate  concurred 

The  usual  menage  wras  then  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, notiiying  that  a  qaomm  of  the  Senate  haa  as- 
sembled. 

Mr.  KING  and  Mr.  FOOT  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  join  the  committeeof  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  inform  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  the  two 
Houses  liad  organized,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
bUKneas. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  totwelre  i^clock  to4D0lTOW. 

TuMDAT,  DaosMiiM  6. 

Mr.  KING,  fivm  tiie  joint  eommittee  app<^ted  to  vut 
on  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  reputed  that  Qiey 
had  performed  the  duty  enjoined  them,  and  bad  receirea 
an  intimation  that  the  President  would,  at  twelve  o'clock 
this  day,  make  a  written  communication  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress. 

The  communication  promised  by  the  President  was  re- 
ceived hy^  the  hands  of  Mr.  Doitklbok,  bis  private  Seere- 
tarj'i  which,  having  been  read,  [see  Appendix.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  waa  ordered  that  three 
thousand  copies  of  the  message,  and  fifteen  hundred  co> 
pies  of  the  accompanying  documents,  be  printed  for  tho 
use  of  the  Senate. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  34th  rule  of  the  Senate  be 
so  far  suspended  as  to  authorize  the  Senate,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Vice  Preddent,  to  appoint,  by  ballot  a  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Financet  which  moticm  beii^  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  chairman  of  that 
committee,  and  Mr.  Sxitu,  of  Maryland,  was  chosen. 

The  following  standing  committees  were  then  anaoune- 
ed  from  the  chair: 

On  Fiirtign  RelaHom.'—Vlstan.  Tazewell,  White,  Kii^ 
Forsyth,  aiKl  Bell.  ^  ■ 
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SiirjLTi.]  Stateo/the  Finantet. — HapriaonmaU  ofJbnenean  C&izetu. — J/orthemtem  Bomdary.  [Die.  7  to  14,  1831. 


On  Finaaee. — Meats.  Smith,  Tyler,  BftTcy,  8ilib«e, 

uid  Johnston. 

On  Commerce. — Menn.  Ponytb,  DiuHey,  SiUiee,  John- 
ston, and  Wilkins. 

dt  Mmufaetures. — Heain.  Dickenon,  Clay,  Knight, 
stiller,  and  Seymour. 

On  •/^riamure.-^'Mtwa*.  Sejrmour,  Brown,  Hoore, 
Huint,  andWBgnman. 

On  J^Hlary  Affaart. — Messrs.  Benton,  Barnard,  Troup, 
Clay,  and  Kane. 

Onihe  Militia. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Frelinghuysen,  Clay- 
ton, Prentiss,  and  Wa^aman. 

On  Nmal.4ffain. — ^Mesna.  Ilayne,  I'azewell,  Bobbins, 
Webster,  and  Bibb. 

Or  PvMe  £(BU&.~Messra.  King,  Ellis,  Holniei^  Reun- 
ion, and  Hanna. 

On  Private  Load  Chinu. — Metsra.  Kane,  Naudun, 
Prentiss,  Rubles,  and  Hendricks. 

On  Mdian  Affaira. — Messra.  Wiite,  Tnmp,  Pnndex- 
ter,  Benton,  and  Wilkins. 

On  Claime.—'Utaan.  Rugglea,  Bell,  Naudain,  Brown, 
and  Hoore. 

On  the  Judiciary. — Messrs.  Marcy,  Hayne,  Webster, 
Frelinghuysen,  and  Grundy. 

On  the  Pott  Office  and  Poii  Axub.— Messrs.  Grundy, 
Ellis,  Hill,  Ewine,  and  Tomlinson. 

On  Soadt  and  Canalt — Messrs.  Hendricks,  Poindex- 
ter.  Hill,  Hangum,  and  Sprague. 

OnPenmant. — Messrs.  Foot,  Chambers,  Hangum,  Buck- 
ner,  and  Sprague. 

On  the  nutriet  of  Columbia.-~UtMn.  Chambers,  Ty- 
ler, Holmes,  Ckytm,  and  Itiller. 

On  tie  CenHagmt  FuHd.—Ueaan.  Knight,  Ihidley,  and 
Tomlinson. 

On  Engrpuid  BUb. — Mesm-  Robinson,  Ewing,  and 
Bnckner. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Wkditsbd&t,  Uxckmbzb  7- 
STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

The  President  of  the  Senate -oommuiucated  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of 
the  finances,  the  reading  of  which  was  dispensed  with, 
and  fifteen  hundred  additional  copies  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Afler  the  reception  of  sundry  resolutions,  and  a  short 
time  spent  in  the  connderation  of  executive  business, 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tbvudat,  Dicbkbkb  8. 
IMPRISONMENT  OF  AMERICAN  CITIZENS. 


The  following  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr. 
SrBAona,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

"Rtm^Md,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
rcauMted  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not  incompu' 
tible  with  tiie  public  interest,  all  the  information  in  nis 
power,  relative  to  the  capture,  abducticm,  and  imprison- 
ment of  American  citizens  by  the  provincial  authorities 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  measures  which,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  have  been  adopted  by  the  Executive 
the  United  States." 

NORTHEASTERN  BOITNDARY. 

Hie  follomng  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr. 
HoLKKS,  was  taken  up: 

**  HeMoloed,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Senate  whether  any  further  negotiation  is  commenc* 
ed,  proposed,  or  intended,  in  regard  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  the  general  message  of  the 
Preindent  of  the  United  States  treated  fiilly  on  the  sub- 


ject; and  he  was  of  opinion  that  no  additional  information 
would  be  elicited  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  message  of 
the  President  did  not  embrace  the  information  which  the 
resolution  called  for.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
decision  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  was  to  settle  the 
question  of  boundary.  If  not,  the  President  woulil  doubt- 
less propose  further  negottations  on  the  subject,  and  the 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  obtun  the  information  whe- 
ther further  negotiations  were  or  would  be  proposed. 
The  Preadent,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  could 
give  the  Senate  such  information  on  this  important  matter 
as  they  required,  either  confidentially  or  otherwise,  as  he 
might  judge  proper.  It  was  due  to  the  public  to  require 
warn  information:  for  there  was  no  small  anxiety  in  the 
public  'nund  to  know  whether  or  not  the  deddon  hy  the 
King  of  the  Nctherhin^  was  conndered  to  he  binding  on 
the  two  Governments  concerned,  &c. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  lie  was  generallv  in  favor  of  motions 
for  inquiry;  but,  in  this  case, lie  would  prefer  a  postpone- 
ment for  a  few  days.  He  thought  the  resolution,  at  this 
time,  premature.  The  Prewdent  had  informed  Congress 
that  he  would,  hereafter,  fully  commuracate,  by  spedal 
message,  all  the  ]»ipers  in  relation  to  the  subject}  and  he 
[Mr.  H.j  was  of  opmion  that  the  better  course  would  be 
to  wait  for  that  information,  when,  if  necessary,  a  motion 
for  inquiry  could  be  properly  shaped. 

Mr.  HOLMES  regretted  the  suggestion  for  delay. 
There  was  a  very  strong  feeling  on  the  subject  in  the 
State  of  Maine;  many  of  the  citizens  of  which  State 
tiiought  tliey  had  been  treated  coolly,  if  not  canlierly. 
He  would  not,  however,  object  to  the  delay  for  a  few  days, 
but,  taking  example  from  his  constituents,  would  be  at 
least  as  indulgent  in  this  matter  as  they  Imd  idready  been. 
He  would,  therefore,  consent  that  the  resolution  should 
lay  on  the  the  table  till  next  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UAVNE,  the  resolution  waathen  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  Senate  went  into  die  connderation  of  executive 
buwnesE;  and,  after  sitting  with  closed  doors  for  a  short 
time. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

MONIIAT,  DzcaxBEB  12. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  attended  to- 
day, and  took  the  chair  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  it  wss  ordered  that 
the  several  officers  of  the  Senate,  who  are  now  officiating, 
shall  continue  to  act  in  tiieir  respective  stations  until  Mon- 
day next. 

After  the  reception  of  petitions  and  resohitions,  and 
spending  a  short  time  in  executive  hunneaa. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


TuESDAT,  Dicbkbkb  13. 

The  Senate  spent  a  short  thne  in  receiving  petitions 
and  resolutions;  and  then 
A^oumed.  ' 

Wbdxxbdat,  Dbczxbkb  14. 

The  followinff  meaaagefhrni  the  Pren^ntof  the  United 
States  waa  received,  and  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

WasBiirsToir,  December  13,  18S1. 
7h  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stata.- 

1  truismit  herewith,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  8th  December,  1831,  all  the  information  in 
the  posseswon  of  the  Executive,  relative  to  the  capture, 
abduction,  and  imprisonment  of  American  citizens  by  the 
provincial  authorities  of  New  Brunswick;  and  the  mea- 
sures which,  in  consequence  thereof,  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
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D«e.  13  to  19,  1831.]  Duty  on  Tko— TAe  Mmtia—Nonkeattem  Boundary.—EUtHm  of  Officer*.  [Smatb. 


The  renuunder  of  the  mtting  was  apeat  in  the  reception 
of  petitiom  and  other  minor  ounneaa. 

THcasDi.!,  DacxMBiB  15. 

The  Preaident'a  messa^  was  taken  up,  ami  tta  various 
topics  distributed  to  appropriate  comn^Ueest  and  then, 
after  a  sliort  time  spent  in  executive  burineH, 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

'  MOXDAT,  DlCEHBIK  19. 

DUTY  ON  TEA. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
liad  been  referred  mcmoriab  from  sundiy  merchants  of  the : 
cities  of  New  Yoric,  Philadelphia,  and  Pittsbiirp,  in  favor 
uf  a  further  reduc^on  of  the  duties  on  teas,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution,  tliat  it  is  inexpedient 
to  act  on  the  subject  of  the  meinorialt  at  tbia  time. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  to  inquire  of  the  cburnian  of  ttie  com- 
mittee, whether  it  was  intended  that  the  report  should 
remain  on  the  table  or  be  acted  on.  Entertaining*  very 
different  views  from  those  which  he  understood  to  be 
exprened  in  the  report,  lie  was  deurous  that  the  question 
of  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  should  be  fully  and  early 
considered  by  the  Senate.  This  was  due  to  the  merchant, 
to  the  consumer,  and  to  the  important  interests  of  the 
eountrr.  He  woiUd,  therefbrc,  ask  whether  it  was  in* 
tended  that  the  report  ahmkl,  by  reference  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  or  in  any  other  manner,  be  broug^it  be- 
(ore  the  comideration  of  toe  Senate,  so  that  there  may  be 
some  |*eneral  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the  whole 
body  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SMITH,  chairman  of  the  committee,  replied  that 
the  usual  course  was  not  to  act  on  reports  on  the  day 
tfaey  were  preaented  to  the  Senate ;  they  laid  on  the  tiJ>le 
one  day  or  course,  and  were  taken  up  and  disposed  of 
on  the  day  fdlowin^. 

THE  MILITIA. 

Hie  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Thursday  last 
by  Mr.  Rasita,  was  taken  up: 

Betohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an  organiiation  erf" 
the  militia,  such  as  will  embrace  those  only  between  the 
tgn  of  twenty-one  and  thirty-five;  and  also  of  increasing- 
the  annual  appropriation  for  arming'  the  railitu  of  the 
United  States. 


Mr.  FOOT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking 
out  the  word  an,  and  inserting;  the  words  *'a  reorgani- 
zation. 

Mr.  UANNA  replied  that  his  object  was  not  to  limit 
the  inquiry  of  the  committee,  but  rather  to  impart  to  it 
all  possible  li^ht  and  information  on  the  subject  His  sole 
object  in  subnulting  the  resolution  wa^  to  reduce  the  en- 
rolment of  the  militia,  and  raise  the  appropriation  to  Pi^ 
vide  arms  in  auch  a  manner  as  at  once  to  afford  an  enect- 
ire  militia  ibrce.  He  would,  however,  accept  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  observed  that  he  was  not  apprised 
of  any  organization  of  the  militia  by  Congress.  He,  tiiere- 
fore,  thought  the  word  reorganization  would  be  improper. 

Mr.  HANNA  would  state  to  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi. Out  there  was  an  act  of  Congress  which  purported 
to  be  an  act  organizing  the  militia  ofthe  United  States,  and 
referred  to  the  act  of  1806.  Itwaa  on  account  of  the  requi- 
■tions  of  that  act,  he  had  offered  the  resolution  in  question. 
That  act  wis  in  itself  a  nullity,  because  it  required  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  an  impossibility.  It  required 
them  to  provide  their  own  arms,  and  to  appear  on  days  of 
training  with  proper  equipment.  Now,  if  all  the  arms  in 
the  United  States,  both  public  and  private,  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  militia,  they  would  not  all  be  suppUed. 
According  to  the  last  return  of  the  militia,  their  numbers 


were  opwards  of  one  million  and  njty  thousand,  but  some 
Statu  had  not  made  retunw  of  thar  strength  since  1830. 
At  the  present  time,  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  militia,  according  to  their  new  organization,  would 
amount  to  two  millions.  The  service  of  a  militiaman,  un- 
der the  existing  regulation,  is  twenty-seven  years.  Under 
that  which  he  proposed,  the  term  of  service  would  be  only 
fourteen  years.  Then,  if  Congress  should  think  proper 
to  organise  the  militia  according  to  Uie  ^ore  proposed 
plan,  and  the  appropriation  be  r^sed  to  four,  instead  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  we  might  reasonably  heme 
for  an  efficient  militia  in  a  reasonable  time,  besides  the 
great  saving  of  time  which  that  organization  would  afford 
to  those  left  out  of  the  new  enrolment. 

Mr.  FOOT  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend,  and  the  re< 
solution  was  adopted. 

NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  HOLMES  called  up  his  resohition  which  wu  laid 
on  the  table  last  week,  inquiring  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  whether  any  negotiation  was  commenced, 
proposed,  or  intended,  in  regard  to  the  Northeast  boundary . 

He  stated  that  it  was  laid  on  the  table  in  accordance  with 
the  su^;vation  of  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
HiriTx,]  that  the  documents  expected  from  the  President 
might  convey  the  information  required  by  the  resolution. 
But  he  had  exanuned  the  documents  since  transntitted  by 
the  Executive,  none  of  which  conveyed  the  infiamation 
required. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  words  "proposed  or  intended,"  as  he 
thought  it  improper  to  in^ube  of  the  President  what  ne- 
gotiations he  mtended  to  institute. 

Mr.  HOL&IES  remarked  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  be 
very  fastidious,  even  in  regard  to  asking  the  President's 
intentions;  but  still  he  cou^  not  perceive  why  he  bad  not 
on  this  subject  a  right  to  know  what  the  President  did  in- 
tend. But  as  the  words  "  commenced  or  proposed"  would 
embrace  his  whole  object,  he  had  no  objection  to  modify 
the  resolution  by  omitting  the  word  "intended,"  but  ob- 
jected to  expunging  the  word  "proposed." 

Mr.  BIBB,  suggesting  that  the  resolution  might  invdre 
a  discussion  which  would  not  be  proper  in  public  aeirioo, 
hoped  the  gentieman  would  consent  to  tnuisfer  It  to  tbe 
executive  j  oumal. 

Mr.  H.  consented  to  transfer  the  resolution  to  the  execu- 
tive Journal,  and  accordingly  moved  that  it  be  sc^  trans- 
ferred. 

Mr.  KING  objected,  stating  that  it  wunot  the  practice, 
and  was  improper.  The  gentleman  could  reach  the  ob- 
ject by  withdni\ringit  now,  and  offering  it  in  secret  session. 

Mr.  HOLMES  saidresolutionsbad  been  transferred  both 
ways.  Legislative  rciolutions  to  the  executive,  and  exe- 
cutive to  the  legisUtive  journals.  It  might,  however,  occur 
that  our  legislative  proceedings  might  bring  into  discussion 
matter  exduuvely  executive,  and  the  proper  course  was 
to  transfer  the  subject  and  discuss  it  with  closed  doom. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  subject  might  be  presented  as  an  ex- 
ecutive subject,  whiclk  mifj^t  become  of  a  legislative  cha- 
racter, or  which  did  not  require  secrecy,  and  it  would  be 
proper  to  make  it  public  by  placing  it  on  the  legialatire 
journal.  These  changes  onen  become  necessary,  and  the 
practice  had  been  such  as  he  suggested. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  transfer  the 
resolution  to  the  cotmdential  sitting  was  agreed  to  by  a 
large  majority. 

ELECTION  OP  OFFICERS. 

The  Chair  announced  the  order  of  tbe  day,  for  pro- 
ceeding to  the  election  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  and 
desired  the  members  to  prepare  their  (MjlotsfOTSecretaty. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  rose,  and  said  that,  hthn  tiie  baUot 
for  SecreUry  be  taken,  he  denred  to  obtain  infbrmation  in 
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reUtion  to  »  grave  charge,  of  mich  current  circulation  as 
to  make  it  probable  that  every  Senator  present  was  ac- 
quainted with  it:  he  alluded  to  a  letter  lately  published  iin 
many  of  the  newnwpers,  purporting  to  be  mHn.  William 

B.  Lewn  (Second  Auditor)  to  Stephen  Simpaon.  The 
hngiu^  at  the  letter  inojported  tiiat  die  Pre^dent  bftd 
expected  ^e  nomination  of  Mr.  Simpson,  then  pending  in 
the  Senate,  to  be  confirmed,  until  the  mornii^  of  the  day 
on  which  the  Senate  finally  acted  on  that  nomination  i 
when  he  learnt,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
first  time,  that  Mr.  Simpson  was  in  danger.  The  extent 
ofthe  assertion  is,  sud  Mr.  C,  that,  before  a  final  decision 
in  this  body  upon  a  nomination,  the  Preudent  receives 
intdligence  from  our  Secretary  of'the  opiniona  of  Sena- 
ton  on  tiiat  nomination.  The  rales  of  the  Senate,  from 
its  earliest  organization,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  required  that  the 
executive  duties  of  the  body  should  be  conducted  with 
closed  doors,  and  imposed  on  Senators  and  their  oflScers 
an  injunction  not  to  oisclose  debates  or  opinions;  reposing 
for  the  bithful  and  sacred  observance  of  this  injunction 
upon  the  honor  of  each  individual.  When,  therefbre,  it 
was  Miggested,  or  rather  asserted,  that  the  most  confiden- 
tial officer  of  die  Senate  had  violated  the  confidence  and 
proved  treacherous  to  the  fitith  reposed  in  him,  the  duty 
seemed  to  be  imperative  on  the  Senate  to  a.^certain  whe- 
ther the  assertion  be  sustained  by  fitcts.  We  liave  now 
before  the  world  the  written  assertion  of  an  ofiicer  filling 
an  important  station  in  the  Government,  [tlie  Second  Au- 
^tor,]  professii^  to  q}eak  in  the  nan^  and  by  tlie  autlio- 
rihr  of  Ac  Chidf  Magistrate,  which,  if  tree,  affects  the 
official  fideFity  of  the  Setaetary  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  C. 
sud  he  had  felt  some  difficulty  as  to  the  roost  proper  mode 
of  bringing  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate;  but 
afW  reflection  it  had  appeared  to  him  proper  to  mention 
it  in  his  place,  in  the  hope  that  it  mig^t  receive  the  expla- 
nation which,  if  untrue,  could  at  once  be  furnished.  It 
was  due  to  the  intelligence  and  respect  we  owe  to  the 
commuraty,  that  a  charge  so  publicly  made,  affecting  the 
character  of  an  officer  of  this  body,  should  be  pubUcly 
known  to  be  without  truth,  if  such  were  the  case.  Mr. 

C.  had,  therefore,  taken  tliis  means  to  inquire  whether 
any  Senator  was  charged  by  the  Secretary  with  the  histo- 
ry of  this  matter,  and  authorized  by  him  to  present  such 
explanations  as  the  subject  seemed  to  demand.  Such  an 
explanation,  he  hoped,  could  and  would  be  given,  as 
iboulddo  justice  to  the  officer  hinuelf^  and  relieve  the 
Senate  from  further  difficult-  Should  it  be  that  Uiis 
autbmity  had  not  been  given  to  any  Senator  on  the  fioor, 
he  supposed  it  would  be  in  order  for  the  Secretary  him- 
self to  make  the  explanation  asked  for,  and  which  he 
[Mr.  C]  hoped  would  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

Mr.  BHOWN  was  opposed  to  an  explanation  on  the  part 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  Marj'land.  If  the  Senate  permitted  such  a  course 
to  be  pursued,  it  would  grow  into  a  precedent,  and  be 
claimed  as  a  right  in  cases  of  a  rimilw  nature,  by  every 
officer  of  the  House,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  on 
any  imputation,  eitlier  on  anonymous  newspaper  authority, 
or  from  a  partisan  editor.  He  had  listened  in  vain  for 
any  specific  allegations  against  the  Secretai-y. 

Bfr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  was  altogether  unconvinced 
by  what  had  been  sud  by  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina.  If  he  could  surest  any  mode  of  procee^ng  more 
likely  to  result  in  giviii^  the  Senate  more  accurate  infor- 
mation ofthe  truth  or  fulsehood  of  the  assertion  now  pro- 
posed to  be  inquired  into,  that  Senator  should  receive  his 
acknowledgmeuts.  In  such  event,  the  course  now  pro- 
posed would  be  abandoned,  and  tlie  better  course  of  the 
Senator  cheerfully  substituted.  But  he  offers  no  substi- 
tute, he  protests  against  the  one  pursued,  and  would 
leave  us  to  acton  the  charge  and  deny  the  meuisofsscer- 
tuning  its  truth.  This  is  ityusticc  to  the  individual  offi- 
cer wid  the  Senators.    Candor  and  intelligence  mnat 


perceive  the  injustice  to  ourselves.  He  hoped  the  Se- 
cretary was  able  to  give  a  satisfiictory  explanation.  Was 
it  proper  to  refuse  him  the  opportunity  to  do  so?  The 
Senate  and  the  public  might  oe  disabused.  Was  it  pro- 
per to  prohibit  it?  Senators  had  the  means  of  coirect 
infiffmationj  was  it  just  to  deny  their  application  of  these 
means?  He  thouriit  not.  The  Senator  from  North  Ca- 
rolina had  alludeo  to  the  charge  as  the  work  of  a  partisan 
editor — a  common  newspaper  slander.  The  Senator  was 
mistaken  in  point  of  Act.  The  charge  emanated  from  an 
officer  holding  a  conspicuous  position  in  the  Government. 
The  newspaper  contained  the  tetter  in  which  the  assertion 
was  made,  and  he  believed  the  printed  copy  was  exact. 
The  original  letter,  however,  could  be  produced  if  ite 
auUienticity  were  doubted,  and  would  be  found  to  cor- 
respond. The  charfi'e,  then,  was  a  grave  one.  The 
source  whence  it  origiilated  was  calculated  to  demand 
credit  for  its  cori-cctness,  and  the  means  for  determining  its 
trutii  perfectly  accessible.  No  other  mode  had  been  sug- 
gested; and  unless  something  more  practicable  should  be 
proposed,  he  would  submit  a  motion  which  the  presiding 
officer  had  sud  would  be  in  order — ^to  permit  the  Secre- 
tary to  make  such  explanations  as  he  may  deure  to  submit. 

Mr.  BROWN  disclaimed  any  intention  of  throwing  any 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  investigation;  but  expressed  him- 
self decidedly  adverse  to  the  introduction  of  a  practice 
which  did  not  exist  in  any  deliberative  assembly,  to  ask 
officers  to  declare  whether  they  were  giiiltv  or  not  of  any 
allegation.  The  question  was,  he  admitted,  a  grave  one, 
but  his  object  was  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  a  prac- 
tice subversive  of  tiie  dignity  of  this  body.  The  proper 
test  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  the  ballot  box  when  the 
Senators  should  come  to  vote. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rose,  and  addressed  himself  to  a  point  of 
misconception  which  it  appeared  to  hira  existed  in  respect 
to  the  question.  No  Senator  had,  he  conceived,  a  right 
to  call  on  the  Secretary  to  make  explanations.  Although, 
if  the  motion  were  in  order,  he  would  rather  he  should  do 
SO;  and  that  it  was  in  order,  he  was  inclined  to  believe,  as 
the  Secretary  had  already,  on  more  occawons  than  one, 
by  permission,  addressed  the  Senate  in  explanation.  He 
hoped  the  Secretary's  explanation  would  be  satisfactory, 
and,  if  it  was  his  wish  to  make  one,  hoped  he  would  be 
permitted. 

The  Secretary  then  intimatine',  tbroujirh  the  President, 
a  wish  to  address  the  Senate,  and  the  wish  being  acccvdrd 
by  the  general  consent  of  the  members, 

Mr.  LOWRIE  rose,  and  said  that,  strictly  speaking,  he 
had  no  explanation  to  give.  Tliat  to  &e  cbat^,  as  be  un- 
derstood it,  he  had  nothing  to  mve  but  a  decitled,  and,  lie 
must  add,  an  indignant  denial.  The  miserable  publica- 
tions on  this  subject  he  had  not  seen ;  he  had  heard  of  them, 
but  he  paid  no  attention  to  any  thing  from  that  source. 
He  would  say,  however,  since  he  had  acted  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  neither  Prendent  Adams  nor  President 
Jackson  bad  ever  asked  him  a  single  question  in  relation  to 
the  actings  of  the  Senate  on  nominations.  He  [Mr.  L.] 
made  this  statement  without  qualification,  and  he  could 
with  confidence  appeal  to  both  those  gentlemen  for  its 
truth.  I  uiiderstaml,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  there  is  a  letter 
said  to  be  from  Mr.  Lewis,  stating  that,  on  the  2d  of  March, 
I  told  him  that  S.  Simpson's  nomination  would  not  be 
confirmed.  On  litis  point  my  recollection  is  this:  On  the 
2d  of  March  I  was  not  at  the  Prendent's  till  I  took  up  the 
rejection  of  the  nomination.  But  some  time  near  the 
close  of  the  resslon,  1  met  Mr.  Lewis  just  inside  of  the 
door,  in  the  President's  house.  He  asked  me  some  ques* 
tions  about  thc-proccedingaof  the  Senate.  What  he  ask* 
ed  me,  or  what  I  answered,  I  have  not  the  most  remote 
recollection  of.  If  he  asked  me  whether  I  thought  S. 
Simpson's  nomination  would  be  confirmed,  I  certsinly  told 
lum  I  tltought  it  would  not  I  would  have  told  bim  so  the 
day  it  was  made,  or  a  month  before  it  was  made.  Buch 
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vu  my  <^inioii»  not  deriTcd,  «•  these  contemptible  charsea 
innmute,  from  the  members  <^  the  Seute.  4  ■ppealto 
ererj  Senetor  who  wu  here  kit  MBnon,  whethtf  I  men- 
tioned hii  name,  or  whether  they  mentiooed  h'u  name  in 
my  hearing*:  but  my  opinion  vaa  demed  from  my  own 
knowledge  of  bis  worthlewiess  and  unfitnen.  In  a  word, 
standing  here  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  I  my  the 
char^  IS  untrue.  I  have  too  much  self>respect  to  com- 
municate the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  to  any  onet  I  am 
not  yet  thus  prepared  to  divegardmy  oath  6S  office,  and 
every  honorsole  sentiment,  in  the  discharge  of  my  public 
du^  here.   I  rest  the  subject  with  these  retnarlts. 

The  ballot  was  then  taken  for  Secretary,  when  there 
appeared — 

For  Walter  Lowrie,       -  -      40  votes. 

Scattrring',  1 

Hie  Senate  then  balloted  for  a  principal  doorkeeper, 
when  Mountjoy  Bayly  was  re-elected  without  opposition. 

The  benate  next  {iroceeded  to  the  election  of  an  asdtt- 
ant  dosrkeeper,  which  occupied  nx  di0^nt  ballotlnga, 
as  Mlawi: 

1st.    3d.   3d.    4th.    5th.  6th. 
For  Mr.  ShackfoTd,       6      8     11     16      St  34 
W.  W.Watkins,     5      5      7      7        8  10 
9.  P.  Walker,        5      7      7      7        6  5 
J.  H.  Waggaman,    3      5      5      S  3 
A.  B.  Oowson,       4      3  3 
Jas-Tounp,  5      5      4      1        1  1 

Jas.Tims,  3      3      13  11 

J.  P.  Caldwell,      3      3      3      3        3  1 
Mr.  Burdick,  111 
Thos.  Fillebrown,   3  1 
Qeo.  (SlVua. 

E.  W.  Clarke,        1  1 
Wm.  Hebb, 
H.  V.  Hil^ 

C.  Bestor, 

D.  Butler, 
J.  Cobnm, 

Mr.  FitzpiArick,  3      3  1 

So  Mr.  Slwckford,  of  Missouri,  was  elected  aaustant 
doorkeepert  and 

The  several  officers  were  sworn  in  by  the  Preudent  of 

the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain, 
which  occupied  two  ballotings,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

lat  3d. 

Tat  the  Rev.  Mr.  Durbin,      19  33 
Bev.  Mr.  Hatch,        10  13 
Bev.  Mr.  Woolford,     6  4 
Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  5 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Durbin,  of  Kentucky,  was  accordingly 
elected  chaplain  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  spent  a  short  time  in  exeeutire  hnai- 
ness;  and  then 
Adjourned. 

T0SSD1.T,  DsciiiaBB  30.  * 
WEST  INDU  TRADE, 
lb.  HOLMES  rose,  and  Sud  that  lua  attention  had  been 
Greeted  to  a  paramph  in  the  PrendenVs  message  at  the 
commencement  of  this  sesrion,  and,  from  its  indefinite 
character,  he  ihould  be  compelled  to  make  it  the  bans  of 
some  resoIuHons  of  inquiry.  The  paragraph  to  which  he 
alluded  would  be  found  on  the  fourth  page  of  the  message, 
which  he  would  take  the  liber^  to  read,  and  which  was  as 
follows: 

"Of  the  daims  upon  Er^land,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak, 
•further  tiiMi  to  sqr  that  Uie  state  of  things  lo  wluch  their 
*  proseeation  and  denial  gave  rise,  has  been  siioeecded  by 
'  VTaweiDents  productive  of  mutual  good  feeUnm  aiu 
'aoiewle  refartioM  between  tiw  two  countries,  which  it 


*  is  hoped  will  not  be  interrupted.    One  of  these  arrange- 

*  menta  ia  that  rehting  to  the  colonial  trade,  which  was 
'  communicated  to  Congreaa  at  the  last  sesuont  and  al- 
'  though  the  ^ort  peiioddniing  wludi  it  has  been  in  fbrce 
'  will  not  enable  me  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  ita 

*  operation,  there  is  every  reason  to  beUeve  that  it  will 

*  prove  highly  beneficial.  The  trade  thereby  authorized 
'  has  employed  to  the  30th  September  last  upwards  of 
'  thirty  thousand  tons  of  American,  and  fifteen  thousand 

*  tons  of  foreign  shipping  in  the  outward  voyages,  and  in 
'  the  inward  nearly  an  equal  amount  of  American,  and 
<  twenty  thouund  only  of  foreign  tonna^.  Advantages, 
'  too,  have  resulted  to  our  agricultural  mterests  from  the 

*  state  of  the  trade  between  CsnatU  and  our  territories  and 
'  States  bordering  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lake^ 
'  which  may  prove  more  than  equivalent  to  the  loss  sua* 
'  tained  by  tlie  <Uscrimination  mn^e  to  favor  the  trade  of 
'  the  Northern  colonies  with  the  West  Indies." 

It  aeema  then  to  be  admitted,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  we  on 
the  Atlantic  have  sustuned  a  loss,  which  it  is  supposed 
is  to  be  made  up  to  the  i^ricultunl  intcrestson  our  in- 
terim waters.  The  amount  of  this  loss,  and  particularly 
its  propcntion  to  the  State  of  Maine,  which  1  have  the 
honor,  m  part,  to  represent,  ia  one  subject  of  my  inquiry. 
Thirty  thousand  tons  of  American  shipping  is  but  a  pit- 
tance of  wlut  has  hitherto  been  concerned  annually  in 
this  trade.  The  Preudent's  proclamation  opening  the 
trade  to  the  British,  was  of  the  5tb  October,  1830,  and 
about  two  montiis  after,  1  believe,  (for  in  this  I  speak 
from  rendlection,)  the  trade  waa  open  to  us.  Up  to  the 
30th  September,  this  trade  had  been  open  to  the  British 
a  year  minus  five  days,  and  to  us  ten  montiu;  and  during 
these  periods  the  American  outward  tonnage  had  been 
thirty  thousand,  and  the  Briti^  fifteen  thousand,  and  the 
inwud,  bad  been  American  something  less,  and  British 
twenhr  thousand  only.  Now,  what  can  the  President 
meanf  Befbre  Mr.  HcLAne'a  arrangement,  this  trade  bad 
formed  a  regular  channel;  our  products  had  been  trans- 
ported in  our  own  vessels  to  St.  Bartholomew,  a  Swedish 
island,  and  St.  Thomas,  a  Danish  island,  where  they  were 
deposited,  and  ^here  they  were  taken  by  British  trans- 
portation to  their  islands  for  consumption.  In  the  year  end- 
ingdOtb  SeptenUier,  1630,  tlus  tranqiortation  stood  thus— 

Outward.                   Aracriun  tonaifr.  Fonlgn. 

Swedish  West  Indies,        19,960  000 

Danish        do.  -              53,535  000 

British        do.                3,395  000 

NewfouiuUand,                  1,533  000 

British  Americancolonie^  117,171  31^367  Br. 


Tons,  193,564 


314,367 


I'he  tonnsge  employed  to  supply  the  Swedish  and  Dan- 
ish West  Indies  for  their  consumption  must  have  been 
trifling  indeed.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  tons  of ' 
American,  and  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  tons  of  British  sliipping  must 
have  been  employed  in  furnishing  the  British  American 
cobniea.  Now,  if,  in  twelve  months  for  the  British, 
and  ten  fbr  the  American  navigation,  only  thirty  thousand 
tons  of  the  former,  ami  fifteen  thousand  of  the  latter,  have 
been  empl<^ed  in  Uie  outward,  and  much  less  of  tlte  fbr- 
mer,  and  tSamiX  bne-fourth  more  of  the  latter,  in  the  inward 
trade,  what  a  dismal  fulling  off  do  we  here  witness^  If 
the  Atlantic  States  have,  by  this  "  arrangement,"  suffbred 
such  a  diminution  of  their  tonnage  for  more  than  an  equi- 
•valent  to  the  inbabitanuon  the  Mkes  snd  on  the  St.  Law* 
renee,  and  it  is  rwbt  that  our  interests  should  be  thus 
aaorifieed  to  tbtin^  it  isbut  Gur  that  we,  tiie  sufiferen,  riiouU 
know  what  that  equivalent  is,  whether  it  is  commerdal  w 
poUtieal. 
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Further,  sir,  in  recurrinjf  to  the  negotiation  in  this  af' 
fair,  it  seems  that,  on  our  part,  every  thing  was  yielded, 
and  in  the  humblest  terms  of  concession.  The  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  triumphantly  quotes  Hr-  McLane  upon  him 
•elf,  tliua:  "  It  (me  measure  of  the  American  Congas) 
concedes  in  its  terms  alt  the  power  in  the  negotiation  of 
the  colonial  trade,  and  autliorizes  the  Preudent  to  con- 
fer on  British  subjects  all  those  privileges,  as  well  in  tlie 
circuitous  as  the  direct  voyage,  which  Great  Britain  has 
at  any  time  demanded  or  desired. "  So  it  seems  we  have 
yielded  every  Uling,  permitted,  nay,  solicited  Great  Britain 
to  prescribe  the  terms,  and  the  consequence  liaa  been,  as 
eveiy  one  might  have  expected,  a  dead  loss  to  our  navi- 
gating interest. 

I  have,  sir,  another  inquiry  which  I  wisli  to  propose. 
It  has  been  intimated  that  this  trade  has  taken  this  course : 
our  productions  are  subjected  to  a  much  higlier  duty  in 
the  British  West  Indies  than  in  their  North  Ajncrican  pro- 
vinces. We  are  excluded  from  carrying  from  these  pro- 
vinces to  their  Weat  Indies..  To  avoid  this  duty  charge- 
able from  our  ports  direct  to  the  West  Indies,  the  British 
vessel  obtains  a  clearance,  say  from  Halifiuc  or  St.  John's, 
and  clears  from  a  port  in  the  United  States  to  a  British 
continental  port,  sails  directly  to  the  West  Indies,  enters 
under  this  clearance  from  Halifax  or  St.  John's,  and  thus 
avoids  the  liigh  duty  on  our  products  from  our  ports  to 
the  West  Indies  direct.  If  such  a  practice  is  going  on,  it 
at  once,  and  totally,  excludes  our  participation  in  tiie 
whole  trade. 

One  other  inquity  is  embraced  by  the  reaolutions  which 
I  intend  to  offer,  it  appears  by  Mr.  McL&ne's  despatches 
to  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  that  Mr.  Berries,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  had  presented  a  proposition  for  a 
modification  of  the  tariff  on  importation  mto  tliose  British 
colonies,  in  which  he  had  exhibited  a  schedule  of  the 
present  and  proposed  duties.  Mr.  HcLane,  in  his  letter 
uf  the  22d  November,  1830,  indulges  a  hope  of  relaxation 
of  the  proposed  duties,  and  this  is  the  last  we  hear  on  the 
subject.  Part  of  my  purpose  is  to  ascertain  what  are  tbe 
duties  DOW  chargeable  in  the  British  colonies. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  tliis  subject  is  involved  in  too  much 
mystery.  Maine,  it  is  feared,  has  lost  a  valuable  portion 
of  her  territory  in  exchange  for  Rouse's  Point,  m  New 
York.  If,  in  addition  to  this,  a  large  amount  of  her  ton- 
nage is  to  be  dismantled  to  benefit  this  and  other  large 
States,  let  us  know  how,  why,  and  wherefbrei  aiid  for 
this  purpose!  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

BemAied,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to 
be  communicated  to  the  Senate  tlie  number  of  vessels, 
and  their  tonnage  and  cargoes,  which  have  cleared  from 
any  ports  in  the  United  Slates  to  any  port  or  pluce  in 
the  British  American  colonies  since  the  President's  pro- 
clamation  of  5th  October,  1830;  distinguishing  those,  if 
uny,  which  cleared  for  such  port  and  puice,  "and  a  mar- 
ket," or  for  a  British  port  or  place,  or  some  other  port  or 
jjlace;  distinguishing,  also,  American  from  foreign  ton- 
nage, and  also  the  i-ntries  of  ail  vessels  from  any  British 
cofonial  port,  with  tiicir  cargoes,  since  the  above  procU- 
mationi  distinguistiingtiie  tonnage  as  above,  and  designat- 
ing the  British  port  or  place  from  whence  tlie  cargoes 
were  imported. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Senate  what  amount  of  American  ond  foreign  tonnage 
(distinguishing  them)  has  been  cleared  for,  and  entered 
from,  the  Swedish  and  Danish  West  Indies,  nnce  'the  Presi- 
dent's prochimfttion  of  the  5th  October,  1830,  with  the 
kind  and  amount  of  the  cargoes. 

Reaobxdy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Senate  whether,  since  his  proclamation  of  the  5th' 
Octoljer,  18S0,  British  vessclshave  cleared  from  the  United 
States  for  any  port  in  the  British  continental  colonies  in 
America,  and  have  sailed  directly  to  the  British  West  In- 
dies, by  virtue  of  clearances  previously  ubtained  from 


custom-houses  in  those  continental  colonies,  thus  perform- 
ing voyages  circuitous  on  paper,  but  in  fact  direct. 

Baohtdt  That  the  Presiaent  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Senate  what  are  the  duties  paid  on  Briti^  American 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  respectively  in  British  ports  in 
the  West  Indies  and  the  other  British  American  colonies, 
distin^ishing  between  the  West  Indies  and  the  other 
colonies,  and  between  American  and  British  vessels,  and 
the  produce  of  tlie  United  States  and  of  the  coloniea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  tlie  resolutions  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

THE  TARIFF— DUTIES  ON  TEAS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  tlie  consideration  of  the 
following  report,  mode  yesterday  from  the  Committee  on 

Finance; 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  were  referred  tlie 
memorials  of  the  importers  and  dealers  in  teas,  of  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Pittsburg,  report : 
That  the  memoriaUsts  pray,  that  in  case  Congress  shall 
contemplate  any  reduction  in  the  duties  on  teas,  that  such 
reduction  may  be  made  to  take  effect  from  and  after  die 
31st  December  of  the  present  yeart  being  the  tame  time 
at  which  tiie  act  of  the  30th  May,  1830,  entitled     An  act 
to  reduce  the  duties  on  coffee,  tea,  and  cocos,"  will  Uke 
effect  on  teas:  their  object  being  that  whenever  reduc- 
tion in  the  duties  on  teas  may  be  made,  that  it  may  operate 
^ultaneousl^-  with  the  said  act  of  May,  1830. 

The  committee  deemed  ^t  proper  to  consult  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  and  particularly  as  to 
the  effect  an  immediate  reduction  of  the  duties  would  have 
on  the  finances  of  the  nation.  His  answer,  they  ask  per- 
mission to  aubnut  as  part  of  their  report. 

Tbe  committee  are  fiilly  aware  of  the  inconvenience 
which  must  arise  to  cnmmercial  men,  by  frequent  changea 
in  the  duties.  They  are  constrained,  however,  to  report 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  act  on  the  subject  of  the  me- 
morials at  this  time. 

TmXlSUBT  DirARTMSKT, 

December  IS,  1831. 
Sia:  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your  letter 
of  the  14th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  memorial  of  sundry 
merchants  of  New  York,  praying  that  any  fur^er  con- 
templated reduction  in  the  duties  on  tea  may  take  effect 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1832. 

In  answer  to  your  request  that  I  would  state  the  effect 
upon  the  revenue  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  teas 
to  certain  rates  which  have  been  proposed  by  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  tea  trade,  to  go  into  operation  at  the  time 
above  mentioned,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  generally,  that  such 
a  reduction  c»HiId  not  oe  made  without  materially  disturb- 
ing the  estimates  presented  in  the  late  annual  report  from 
this  department  on  the  atate  of  the  flnancei^  nor  consist- 
ently with  the  views  entertained  as  to  the  entire  payment 
of  the  debt  on  or  before  the  Sd  of  March,  1833. 

Without  more  precise  information  than  the  department 
possesses  of  the  quantity  of  tea  in  store,  it  is  difficult  to 
furnish  the  details  you  request.  The  quantity,  however, 
may  be  supposed  to  be  greater  tiian  it  otherwise  would 
be,  in  consequence  of  the  mutual  deure,  both  of  the  im- 
porter and  tbe  retail  dealer,  to  preserve  as  loudi  u  pos- 
sible of  tbe  importation  for  the  benefit  of  the  reduced 
duties  which  are  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next. 

It  will  appear  from  the  statement  herewith  transmitted, 
that  the  proposed  reduction  would  be  attended  with  a  pro- 
bable diminution  in  the  revenue,  varying  from  half  a  mil- 
lion downwards,  according  to  tiie  quantity  of  tea  which 
may  be  found  actually  in  store  on  the  1st  of  Janiiaiy. 

It  is  believed,  moreover,  that  tbe  prindpal  benefits 
the  proposed  reduction  would  be  conferred  on  the  im- 
porter rather  than  the  consumer.   Ij^as  is  nndersiood  to 
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be  the  &ct,  there  is  %  annll  quantity  of  tea  in  the  hand*  of 
the  retail  dcMlen,  it  mif^t  not  follow  th»t  the  prices  either 
of  that  now  in  bond,  or  of  that  ordered  for  iniportation, 
would  fall  in  proportion  to  the  reduction;  whereas,  the 
importer  can  sulFer  neither  loss  nor  inconvenience  from 
the  operation  of  a  law,  with  a  view  to  which  hia  business 
has  been  regulated  for  more  thsn  a  year  past. 

The  deputment  is  act  satisfied— thot^  upon  this  point 
I  do  not  with  to  be  eoasdetcil  as  exprearing  a  pontive 
opinion— ^hat  it  will  be  ezpedjent  at  any  time  to  reduce 
the  duties  on  teas  materiali^  lower  than  the  rates  of  Janu- 

St  next.  These  duties  will  not  be  sufiidently  hirh  to 
ect,  in  any  sensible  deeree,  the  connunption  of  the 
article;  and  though  lUnuniabed  upon  an  importation  equal 
to  that  of  1830,  from  #2,049,343  03  to  $898,974  46,  as 
win  be  seen  in  the  accompanyinf^  statement,  yet  they 
will  always  be  a  safe  source  of  revenue.  In  a  general  re- 
THionof  the  tariff,  Coi^ras  will  find  a  great  dmreiuence 
tn  dnwing  the  revenue  fmn  as  few  articles  as  may  be 
comiitent  with  the  interests  of  the  community,  instead  of 
being  subjected  to  the  necessity  of  spreading  it  over 
numerous  commodities;  and  there  are  ct^nt  reasons  why 
any  further  reduction  on  teas  should  awMt  such  general 
revirion  of  the  existing  duties  as  the  sMe  of  the  finances 
and  public  expenditure  may  call  for.  The  memimal  is 
herewith  returned. 

Any  furthN*  reduction  wUch  it  may  then  be  found  ex- 
pedient to  make,  may  be  readily  adapted,  both  in  amount 
and  in  time,  to  the  interests  fnd  convenience  of  the  im- 
porters. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedi- 
ent senrant, 

LOUIS  McLANE, 
Seerttmy  »f  the  TVunir^. 

Tbe  Hon.  S.  Sjiitb, 

Chairmm  of  He  Committee  on  Fiaanee,  Senate. 

A  STATEMENT  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  tea  hnport- 
ed  during  the  year  1830,  after  deducting  that  which 
was  exported  entitled  to  drawback,  and  the  duties 
thereon,  calcuiated  at  the  present  rates,  at  the  rates 
payable  after  the  1st  January,  1832,  and  at  the  rates 
proposed  by  certain  importers. 
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The  leptHt  b«ng  read, 

Mr.  WKBBTER  said  that  be  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
acceptance  of  the  report     Under  all  drcumstances  it 
might,  be  tfiou|^^  be  as  well  to  accept  it,  and  put  Uie 
nutter  at  test.    Nevertheless,  he  was  of  opinion  the  com- 
mittee ought  to  have  come  to  a  different  coiiclunon. 
The  present  moment  was  exceedingly  favorable  to  a  fur- 
ther reduction  of  duties  on  teas.    By  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1830,  a  considerable  reduction  is  now  to  take  place 
on  the  1st  of  next  montli,  aad  is  to  apply  to  teas  already 
imported,  but  then  in  bond,  as  well  as  to  teas  imported, 
after  that  period.     In  consequence  of  this  provision  of 
law,  nearly  all  the  teas  in  the  counti-y  were  now  in  bond, 
and  if  a  further  reduction  of  duties  be  intended,  tlus  seems 
the  very  time  to  give  it  effect,  or,  by  qiplying  to  the  great 


mast  of  tile  teas  already  in  the  country,  as  well  as  to  fo- 
ture  importations,  the  reduction  would  operate  with  great 
equality,  and  prevent  that  injustice  which  often  happena 
to  holders  and  importers  of  commodities  from  suoden 
reductipn  of  duties.  He  believed  there  was  qiute  time 
enough  to  have  accomplished  this  desirable  oqiect,  if  it 
had  met  the  concurrence  of  the  treasury,  uu  bad  re- 
ceived the  prompt  action  of  the  comnuttee. 

But  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treaaurr  had  expressed  the 
opinion  tlwt  no  further  reduction  of  duties  in  tltis  article 
ought  to  take  placet  and  his  [Mr.  W.'s]  mun  object  in 
riamg  was  to  prevent  that  opinion  from  bdng  received 
as  the  unanimous  opinion  of  aU  those  who  might  be  called 
on  to  act  on  the  subject.  He,  for  one,  certainly  was  quite 
oF another  way  of  thinking.  He  thought  tbat  a  further 
and  a  very  large  reduction  of  duties  on  teas  oug^t  to  be 
made,  and  to  he  made  as  soon  as  might  be  consistent  with 
justice  and  equity  to  the  dealers  in  the  article.  It  Is  im- 
possible that  this  question  should  not  come  before  Con- 
gress. It  would  certainly  be  agitated.  The  gc^n  op< 
portunity  for  disposing  of  it,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  in  a 
manner  satisfitctory  to  all  interests,  had  been  presented, 
and  had  been  lost,  and  he  greatiy  regretted  it. 

Hr.  8.tUTH  called  for  the  rea^i^  of  one  of  the  memo- 
rials, in  order  that  the  Senate  mi^t  better  understand 
tiie  object  the  memorialists  had  in  view.  One  of  the  me* 
moriau  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Hr.  8-  then  observed  that,  in  May,  1830,  an  act  WM 
passed  reducing  the  duties  on  less  to  about  (Hie.half  of 
the  then  existing  duty,  to  take  effect  from  tite  1st  of 
January  coming.  Now,  said  Mr.  8.,  the  object  of  these 
memorials  is  to  have  it  settled,  that  if  any  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  teas  be  made,  that  such  recluction  slialt  take 
effect  simultaneously  with  that  prondedfor  under  the  ex- 
isting Uw.  I'he  petitioners  have  shown  to  the  conmiitp 
tee,  sMd  Mr.  9.,  Uutt  the  holders  of  teas  have  sufibred  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  m  consequence  <rf 
being  kept  in  a  state  of  suspense  by  Congress  tampering 
BO  frequentiy  with  the  subject,  no  uw  having  effectually 
taken  place  till  Hay,  183U,  although  the  propoution  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  teas  bad  frequently  been  agitated. 
When  the  memorials  were  referred  to  the  committee,  they 
took  up  the  subject  witii  the  most  fiivorable  impression^ 
and  with  the  fullest  intention  to  bestow  on  it  the  speediest 
action;  but,  on  mature  deliberation,  it  had  been  consider- 
ed that  it  would  be  imposuble,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
month,  to  set  on  it  so  as  to  get  a  bill  through  both  Houses 
of  Congress  befim  the  1st  of  January.  A  very  respect- 
able deputation  from  the  memorialists,  said  Hr.  8.,  at- 
tended the  committee,  and  they  had  been  perfectiy  satis- 
fied that  the  objects  they  had  in  view  could  not  now  be 
carried  into  effect.  Haoy  geutlemenof  the  other  House, 
and  some  of  this,  remarlwd  Mr.  S.,  would  not  consent  to 
act  on  a  bill  of  tiie  nature  contemplated  by  the  memo- 
rialists, without  going  into  the  whole  subject  of  tlie  tariff. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  had  been 
compelled  to  report,  as  Uiey  had  done,  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient at  this  time  to  act  on  the  subject.  He  [Hr.  S.  j 
was  in  favor  of  a  c^mstderahle  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
teas,  to  take  effect  after  the  public  debt  shall  have  been 
paid.  He  ^d  not  differ  materially  with  tiie  gentleman 
irom  Hassachusetts:  he  agreed  with  him  thatafiirthcr 
reduction  of  the  duties  was  necetsaryi  he  would  even  re- 
duce the  duties  to  a  greater  degree  than  asked  for  by  the 
petitioners  themselves.  The  Senatiir  from  Massacliasetts 
disagreed  with  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  Se- 
cretaty,  said  Mr.  8.,  bad  given  no  opinion  on  the  subject. 
The  comnuttee  had  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  stating  the 
views  of  the  memtwialistB,  and  the  necessity  of  an  imme- 
diate answer.  An  answer  liad  been  returned  the  very 
next  day ;  and  wliat  did  the  Secretary  say  f 

'*The  department  is  not  satisfied — thopgh  upon  this 
point  1  do  not  wi^  to  be  conndered  as  expressing  a  posi- 
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tive  opinion—that  it  will  be  expedient  at  any  time  to  re- 
duce the  dutiei  on  teas  materially  lower  than  the  rates  of 
January  next." 

How  fiir  the  Secretary  was  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of 
duties  on  teas,  he  could  not  sayt  but  he,  for  onei  would 
be  willing  to  take  off  the  duties  altogether^  not  only  on 
teas,  but  on  many  other  articles  not  nece«ary  for  the  en- 
couragement  of  American  industry.  He  had  no  conceal- 
ment of  his  views  as  to  the  tarifTi  he  was  prepared,  or 
nearly  so,  to  report  a  modification  of  it,  though  he  did 
not  know  if  the  Committee  on  Finance  had  a  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  subject.  It  was  their  appropriate  duty, 
to  be  sure,  but  the  bunness  had  been  taken  from  under 
their  control  unce  the  year  1828,  and  confided  to  the 
Committee  on  Mano&cturea.  If  die  Senate  would  con- 
fide the  busineH  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  he  would 
pledge  lumself  that  a  biU  would  be  speedily  reported  for 
the  nduction  of  the  duties  on  articles  of  impurtatitm. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose,  and  said,  that  when  the  report  was 
presented  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  he  under- 
stood that  it  was  aninst  any  further  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties on  tea,  in  conformity  to  what  seemed  to  be  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  Mmmittee, 
he  was  glad  now  to  learn,  only  thought  it  impracticable 
to  effbet  the  reductitHi  by  the  Ist  of  January,  but  were 
in  fiivor  of  redudng  the  duty.  Hie  intention  of  the  me- 
morialists fnnn  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  to  which  he 
was  disposed  to  assent,  was  to  have  the  reduction  of  the 
du^  take  place  on  the  1st  of  January  next.  But  this 
was  not  the  exclunve  time  to  which  the  memorialists  con- 
fined their  petition.  Their  object  was  to  have  the  reduc- 
timi  take  place  as  early  as  possible.  And  if  it  could  not 
be  effected  at  the  time  first  mentioned,  the  1st  of  Febru- 
an-,  or  even. the  1st  day  of  Iftarch,  would  meet  their 
wishes.  The  tea  now  in  bond,  with  the  exception  of 
occanonal  parcels  taken  out  for  imme^te  consumption, 
would  have  remained  in  the  custom-house  until  that  act 
should  take  effccf,  if  it  was  not  before  the  Ist  of  Februa- 
ry or  March,  and  thus  their  object  would  be  substantially 
attained.  This,  Iwwever,  said  Mr.  C,  was  not  the  most 
iIl^lortant  urn  aC  the  memorials.  The  piindpal  motive  in 
presenting  them  was  to  aacertiun  the  Mntiments  of  Con- 
gress in  reUtion  to  a  further  and  definitive  reduction  of 
uie  duty,  with  tlie  view  to  Uie  regulation  of  their  commer- 
cial operations,  and  on  this  point  they  were  left  totally  in 
suspense  by  tiie  report  of  the  committee.  No  gentieman, 
continued  Mr.  C.  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, who  has  reflected  on  the  subject,  as  connected 
mth  the  finanual  interests  of  the  country>  would  believe 
that  a  retention  of  die  duty  was  necessary  to  effect  tlie 
payment  of  the  national  debt  by  the  day  wtuch  had  been 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  was  impossible  to  consider  the  reduction  of  the  duty 
OR  tills  article  alone,  without  examining  the  great  and  im- 
portant question  of  the  tariff  in  genenu,  which  embraced 
the  leading  interests  of  the  countr}'  within  its  scope. 
The  unimportant  as  well  as  important  articles  includetl  in 
the  tariff  must  come  into  connderation.  Those  which 
were  protected,  as  well  as  those  wluch  were  unprotected, 
hy  our  present  sj^em  of  policy,  demanded  their  due  share 
of  our  eonnderation.  It  woulid  be  {mposnble  to  exanune 
one  article  separately,  mthout  taking  into  conmderation 
the  connexion  which  it  bore  with  others  which  were 
equally  subject  to  duties,  nor  without  conndering  the 
whole  system  of  protection  and  revenue  of  (he  country. 
But  if  there  were  any  one  article  which  might  be  consi- 
dered distinctiy,  that  article  was  tea,  which,  if  we  take  its 
almost  univerml  comumption  into  view,  must  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  gentleman  who 
submitted  the  report  stated  that  he  did  not  intend  to  an- 
nounce the  determination  of  the  committee,  much  less  ot 
the  Senate,  as  b^ng  indisposed  to  the  granting  of  a  further 
reduction.   To  this  explanation  lie  was  not  dispoMd  to 
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object;  but  he  thought  the  committee  might  have  acted 
immediately  on  the  subject  of  the  memonab  without  in- 
convenience or  injury.  He  did  not  wish  to  prevent  die 
introduction  of  the  bill  Which  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee had  proposed  in  relation  to  the  total  reduction  of  the 
duty  <Hi  thia  article. 

Bat  \hA  Senatior  had  stated  aa  his  indiridual  oinnion, 
and  not  that  of  the  committee,  that  the  reduction  of  the 
dut^  ought  not  to  take  effect  until  the  liquidation  of  the 
national  debt.  He  [Mr.  C]  would,  in  reply,  observe, 
that  if  the  Senator  did  intend  to  defer  it  until  the  whole 
debt,  including  the  three  per  cenl.,  was  paid,  he  might 
perhaps  have  to  wait  much  longer  than  he  supposed.  It 
could,  said  Mr.  C,  be  essily  shown  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  effect  the  payment  of  tlw  entire  debt  by  the  time 
proposed,  to  retain  any  part  of  the  duty  upon  tea.  The 
debt  may  be  discharged  by  the  4th  Mardi,  1833,  and  the 
duty  be  now  reduced  or  repealed  in  Mo.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  few  would  be  found  willing  to  sanction  the 
improvident  project  of  paying  off  a  capital  yielding  only 
three  per  ceift.  by  the  appropriation  of  a  capital  worth  ux 
per  cent.,  and  raianr  tiiis  capital  by  an  unnecesnary  con- 
tinuonce  of  burden  from  which  the  consumption  of  the 
country  miriit  be  relieved.  The  report  submitted  yes- 
terday by  Uie  comnuttee  being  now  explained  to  settle 
nothing  but  that  a  bill  could  not  be  got  throu^  the  two 
Houses  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  he  was 
not  dispMcd,  with  that  explanation, -to  call  for  any  expret- 
non  of^ the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  but  would  acquiesce  in 
any  cUsposition  of  the  report. 

Having  placed  a  different  construction  on  the  report, 
especially  after  perusing  the  accom|»nyiiw  letter  of  the 
Secretaiv  of  the  Treasury,  be  had  inten£d  to  make  a 
propoution,  which  he  woiUd  not  now  submit.  Whilst  he 
wu  dedkledly  in  ftvor  of  a  substantial  preservation  of  the 
^stem  of  protection,  he  was  ready  to  concur  in  any  mea- 
sure of  relief  to  the  country  not  inconsistent  with  it. 
And  he  did  not  think  that  the  olnect  of  paying  off  the 
whole  public  debt  by  a  precise  <u.y  in  the  year  1833, 
ought  to  delay,  for  one  niOTient,  the  repesl  of  duties 
on  objects  not  falling  witliin  the  scope  <n  that  iiystem. 
Having  made  this  explanatifni,  he  would  not  Anther  trou- 
ble the  Senate. 

Vt.  HATNEsaid,  if  gentlemen  bad  suffered  the  ques- 
tion to  he  taken  on  this  report  without  debate,  lie  would 
have  been  content  to  give  his  silent  vote  in  its  favor.  The 
only  question  presented  by  the  report  was,  whether  it  was 
expe^ent  to  psis  a  bill  g^tly  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
teas,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next.  He  con- 
curred with  tlie  committee,  thatiuch  a  measure  would  not 
be  expedient,  even  if  it  were  practicable.  But,  said  Mr. 
H.,  asgeDtlemen  who  have  addressed  the  Scnaie  have  not 
confin^  tiiemselves  to  this  question,  but  have  gone  into 
an  explanation  of  sonw  of  their  views  witii  respect  to  the 
proposed  modification  of  the  tariff,  (a  modification  of  some 
sort  being  admitted  on  all  hands  to  liave  become  neces- 
sary,) it  was  perhaps  proper  that  he  should  also  express 
his  opinion,  in  order  to  "  exclude  the  conclowon"  that 
there  was  a  genml  concurrence  in  all  the  views  which 
had  been  prewnted  in  the  report,  or  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  favored  the  Senate  with  their  sentiments.  It «  as 
certainly  desirable  tliat  there  should  be  nomisiindersttnd- 
ing  on  this  subject,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  and  he  was 
most  anxious  that,  so  far  as  his  own  views  were  concerned, 
and,  perhaps,  he  might  add,  the  views  of  those  with  whom 
he  usually  acted  on  such  questions,  gentiemen  should 
not  delude  themselTes  with  the  belief  that  any  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff  wouM  be  at  all  satisfactory,  wliich  should 
not  be  effected  on  the  broad  principle  of  perfect  justice 
and  equality.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr. 
Sxitb]  had  told  us  that  he  was  not  only  prepared  greatly 
to  reduce  the  duties  upon  tea,  but  upon  all  odier  articUs 
irtiidi  did  not  enter  into  competidon  with  onr  manufiie- 
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ture»;  be  •p<Ae  of  imponng  upon  nich  articles  what  he 
was  Dleased  to  call  pn  forma  duties,  while  the  obnoxious 
article^  by  which  I  presume  he  meant  the  protected  arti- 
cles, were  to  remain  subject  to  other,  and,  of  course, 
higher — perhaps  the  existing— rate  of  duties.  The  gen- 
tleman had  referred,  in  illustration  of  his  views,  to  a  bill 
reported  by  himself  last  year  for  the  reduction  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  taxes.  Against  the  scheme  embraced  in  that  bill, 
Mr.  H.  feh  himseff  bound,  now  and  at  all  times,  to  enter 
bis  earnest  and  decided  protest.  What  was  that  scheme  ? 
Why,  that  from  all  articles  of  kixury  the  taxes  should  be 
taken  off  entirely,  while  from  articles  of  absolute  neceanty 
they  were  to  remain  undiminiahed — articles  consumed  by 
the  rich  were  to  come  into  the  country  duty  free,  while 
articles  consumed  by  tlie  poor  were  to  be  burdened  with 
exorbitant  taxation,  like  rich  man  was  to  drink  his  costly 
WLoes,  and  bis  family  to  be  arrayed  in  fine  silks,  without 
paying  one  cent  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
whJe  the  poor  man  was  to  be  heavily  taxed  on  the  coarse 
voolleni  which  were  to  shield  himself  and  his  family  from 
the  winter's  cold.  Now,  could  a  system  of  taxation,  rest- 
ing on  such  principles,  be  seriously  defended?  Could  it 
be  tolerated  in  a  free  country,  and  a  liberaland  enlighten- 
ed age?  He  trusted  not.  There  is  another  objection  to 
this  scheme,  which  was  to  bis  mind  equally  concluMve— 
it  was,  that  by  it  the  duties  were  to  be  taken  off  from  what 
was  called  the  unprotected  articles—articles,  too,  of  gene- 
ral consumption,  (and  which,  according  to  the  acknow- 
ledged prineipies  of  political  economy,  and  the  common 
conaent  of  all  msmkind,  are  the  proper  subjects  for  taxa- 
tion,) and  the  entire  revenue  of  the  country  was  to  be 
rused  upon  the  protected  articles— upon  cottons,  woollens, 
and  iron— articles  of  necessity,  on  which  enormous  duties 
arc  now  imposed— duties  which  operate  as  a  heavy  tax  on 
certain  portions  of  the  country,  and  certun  branches  of 
inttustry,  and  as  a  bounty  to  other  portions  of  tiie  country, 
and  otber  branches  of  industry. 

Against  a  system  so  unjust,  unequal,  and  oppressive,  the 
Ui-paymg  people  of  the  United  States,  those  who  receive 
no  portion  of  the  bounties  of  the  protecling  system,  the 
people  of  the  Southern  States,  those  whom  he  in  put  re- 
presented ou  tliis  floor,  must  forever  protest.  Let  not 
any  gentleman  "  lay  tlie  flattering  unction  to  his  soul,** 
lhat  these  people  would  be  satisfied  urith  any  arrange- 
ment of  tlie  tariff  which  shall  not  go  the  full  length  of 
bringing  down  tlie  duties  to  the  true  revenue  standard, 
the  raising  no  more  money  from  duties  than  may  be  ne- 
oMsary  forthe  just  purposes  ofGoremment,  and  to  raise 
this  amount  from  duties  to  be  arranged  on  &ir  and  equal 
principles-— a  reasonable  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  aHicIes 
protected  or  unprotected — a  system  which  shall  be  based 
«n  the  great  principle  of  equal  benefits  and  equal  bur- 
dens. Such  a  system,  and  such  only,  could  ever  recon- 
cile the  people  to  the  operation  of  the  tariff,  or  quiet  the 
diacontente  which  had  sprung  out  of  the  existing,  unjust, 
and  oppresKve  system. 

There  was  one  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kenbicky,  [Mr.Ci.i.r,]  which  met  his  hearty  concurrence^ 
it  was,  that  this  system  could  not  be  satisfactorily  arranged 
by  taking  up  a  single  article — as  tea,  for  instance — and 
acting  separately  upon  tliat.  The  gentleman  laid  down 
the  true  rule,  when  he  said,  that,  to  determine  the  reduc- 
tion proper  on  any  given  article,  you  must  take  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  whole  system.  Nothing  can  be  clearer, 
said  Sir.  H.,  than  thirt,  in  order  to  decide  what  reduction 
ought  to  he  made  upon  tea,  you  must  also  inquire  what 
reduction  sliould  be  made  upon  wines,  silksi  and  spices. 
It  was  utterly  impoaaible  to  determine  the  reduction  pro- 
per to  be  niad^  upon  these  articles,  without  also  taking 
into  consideration  whut  reduction  shoulil  be  made  upon 
cottons,  woollens,  and  iron.  We  must  take  a  large  and 
comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  subject,  and  examine 
every  article,  whether  protected  or  unprotected,  before 
Vol..  VUI— 3 
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we  can  decide  wisely  or  justly  as  to  the  extent  of  the  re- 
duction to  be  made  upon  each- 
There  was  aiKrther  remark  which  fell  from  that  |^nt)e- 
man,  in  which  he  [Mr.  H.l  entirely  concurredt  tt  was, 
that  it  was  more  important  that  the  proposed  reduction  of 
duties  should  take  effect  at  an  early  day,  than  that  the 
public  debt  should  be  extinguished  on  the  4th  March,  1833, 
as  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  was 
one  of  those  (as  was  well  known  to  the  Senate^  whn  had 
been,  for  years  past,  constantly  pressing  for  the  speedy 
extinction  of  the  putilic  debt.  But  this  was  not  because 
he  cotindered  the  small  amount  which  remuned  of  that 
debt  as  any  very  grievous  burden  on  the  countiy,  but 
because  he  noped  that  when  the  public  debt  should  be 
extinguished,  there  would  no  longer  retmun  any  excuse 
or  apology  for  keeping  up  the  enormous  duties  under 
whicn  those  whom  he  represented,  as  well  as  the  people 
of  other  portions  of  the  country,  had  been  home  down. 
But  if  the  question  was  presented  to  him,  whether  the 
taxes  should  be  kept  up  for  two  years  longer,  in  order  to 
extinguish  the  debt,  on  a  given  day,  or  be  immediately  re* 
duceo.  he  should  go  for  the  reduction,  even  though  the 
payment  of  the  «bt  should  be  made  in  three  annual  in- 
stalmenta  instead  of  being  entirely  paid  off  in  one  year. 
The  most  important  consideration,  in  his  estimation — more 
important,  he  was  persuaded,  at  this  time,  than  alt  others 
put  together,  was,  that  there  should  be_  an  immediate  re- 
duction of  the  public  burdens,  and  that' the  duties  should, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  be  brought  down  to  the  lowest 
amount  necessary  to  provide  for  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  on  proper  and  constitutional  objecta.  Until 
this  is  done,  it  is  m  vain  to  hope  that  the  people  will  ever 
be  reconciled  to  the  operation  of  this  system;  and  should- 
we  be  able  to  effect  it,  the  causes  of  discontent  will  be  re- 
moved, and  peace  and  harmony  will  once  more  be  happily 
restored. 

Mr.  CI1AMBER3  said  he  did  not  perceive  a  possible 
advantage  to  «ther  of  the  several  interesta  alluded  to  in 
debate,  which  could  arise  from  a  vote  of  concurrence 
with  the  committee.  The  report  adopts  no  opiiuon;  sug- 
gests no  course  of  policyj  invito  no  commitment  by  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  the  continuance  or  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  teas.  As  now  explained  by  the  chairman,  it  a^ 
serts  the  fiict,  that  such  an  act  as  the  memorialists  ask  for, 
cannot  be  pressed  through  Congress  within  the  period 
limited  by  tnc  memorial.  The  committee  did  not  mtend 
it  to  have  any  influence  whatever  upon  the  question  of  a 
partial  or  total  repeal  of  the  duty.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  it  would  accomplish  the  object  of  the  committee, 
to  allow  the  report  to  lie  on  the  table,  as  effectually  as  lo 
adopt  it  by  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate.  A  con- 
trary course  might  have  the  effect  to  embarrass  the  Senate 
in  its  future  action  upon  this  subject,  by  a  technical  appli- 
cation of  the  rule  which  prohibits  the  consideration  of  a 
subject  a  second  time,  after  a  previous  dispoution  of  it  the 
same  session.  The  committee  say  it  is  inexpedient  now 
to  legislate,  thereby,  it  seems,'  intending  the  interval  be- 
tween the  report  and  the  1st  of  January;  but  it  may  well 
be  contended  at  a  future  day,  that  now  will  apply  to  any 
part  and  all  of  the  sesaon.  He  certainly  anticipated  the 
:  appearance  of  this  question  at  a  future  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  wished  to  avoid  any  possible  diflieulty  from  the 
rule, 

There  were,  however,  more  important  connderations 
to  urge  the  propriety  of  the  disposition  he  propoied  to 
make  of  the  report.  The  committee  set  forth  the  nature 
and  object  of  the  memorial,  that  they  had  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  inviting  a  disclo- 
sure of  his  views  in  regard  to  the  probable  eflecl  on  the 
finances;  they  refer  to  his  letter  in  answer,  which  is  given 
at  large,  and  conclude,  without  entering  into  any  argu- 
ment, tiiat  it  is  inexpedient  now  to  legislate  upon  uie 
Mihject.    In  his  letter,  the  8ecretaiX4{ives  an  (uiinion  in 
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positive  terms,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  ten  before  March,  1833,  and  an  opinion,  not  positive, 
that  the  policy  of  reducing  it  at  any  time  thereafter  is,  at 
leaatf  queationable.  He  was  pleased  to  bear  the  chair- 
man of  the  commtttee  unequ'iTocally  dissent  from  this  last 

Siinion.  For  Unwelft  he  was  directly  opposed  both  to 
e  positive  Ofunion,  and  the  opinion  not  poutive;  but  he 
did  not  rise  to  discuss  that  matter.  His  object  was,  to 
leave  the  way  open  for  a  future  discussion,  unprejudiced 
by  what  should  be  done  with  this  report. 

Upon  this  statement,  then,  he  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee, whether  the  publication  of  their  report  with  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary,  which,  althou^  not  ulopted  in 
terms  by  the  language  of  the  report,  is  yet  referred  to  as 
ft  document  proper  to  be  considered,  and  agunst  the 
doctrines  of  which  no  exception  is  taken — he  submitted 
to  the  Senate,  whether  ttie  putting  forth  such  a  paper 
would  not  be  likely  to  create  the  belief  that  the  Secreta- 

S^s  argument  and  reasons  were  tlie  foundation  upon  which 
e  conclusion  of  the  committee  rested.  And  whether, 
if  the  Senate  were  to  vote  its  concurrence,  it  would  not 
be  recnved  as  an  acquiescence  with  the  opinions  of  the 
SecretMy.  As  the  actual  state  of  opinion  in  the  Senate 
was  probably  of  a  character  quite  opposed  to  such  acqui- 
escence,  and  as  such  an  effect  on  public  sentiment  was  not 
designed  or  desired,  he  would  propose  what  seemed  to 
be  uie  effectiud  means  of  preventing  it.  He  therefore 
moved  to  lay  the  report  with  the  memorial  on  the  table. 
The  report  was  hud  on  the  table  accordingly. 

WsnnSDAT,  DSCIMBIB  31. 

THE  TARIFF. 
Mr.  POINDEXTER  laid  the  following  resolutions  on 
the  table: 

1.  Baoihedt  That  the  Commtttee  on  Finance  be  inrinict- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  a  rate  of  duties 
on  foreign  imports,  not  to  exceed  on  any  article  imported 
into  the  United  States  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  and  not  to  reduce  the  duty  on  any  article  no  im- 
ported below  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem]  and  to  arrange 
such  duties,  having  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
cotmtry,  so  as  to  produce  a  nett  revenue  of  not  less  than 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  annually. 

3.  Boohed,  Hiat  the  said  committee  be  fiirther  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  inb)  the  expediency  of  giving  effect  and  ope- 
ration  to  said  system  of  duties  on  the  SOtb  day  of  June  next 
THE  BRITISH  COLONIAL  TRADE. 
The  teaohitions  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Houiis, 
asking  fiirther  inf<H-mation  of  the  President  of  die  United 
States,  in  relation  to  Hie  British  West  India  colonial  trade, 
were  taken  up. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  said  the  resolution  asked  information 
on  a  subject  which  was  as  yet  involved  in  uncertainty, 
and  on  which  further  information  was  highly  necessary 
and  important.  He  made  these  remarks  as  a  preface  to 
an  amen^nent  of  the  resdution  which  he  wis  about  to 
propose.  Some  time  nnce,  measures  had  been  taken,  and 
n^fotiadons  entered  into,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
place  our  commercial  intercourse  with  the  British  Ameri- 
can colonies  on  terms  of  reciprocal  advantages.  This 
it^p)tialion  had  &iledi  and  the  endeavors  to  make  such 
arrangements  and  Bx  the  duties  on  either  part  on  some 


Government  here  to  the  minister  at  the  court  of  St. 
James;  given,  sir,  in  terms  and  in  a  temper  which  may 
very  properly  become  the  subject  of  public  examination 
and  comment  here;  I  say,  sir,  of  public  examination  and 
comment 

There  is  at  least  a  large  portion  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, who  have  felt,  and  seriously  felt,  the  inconvenience 
of  the  present  arrangement.  1'be  resolution  submitted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mune  asks  for  important  informa' 
tion  on  the  subjectt  but  there  ere  some  particulars  which, 
if  known,  would  enable  the  Senate  to  understand  more 
clearly  the  effect  which  the  present  arrangement  has  had 
on  our  commerce,  and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the 
call.  The  reffdution  does  not  ask  the  President  to  state 
the  months  in  whioh  such  clearances  were  respectively 
made,  and  whether  from  British  colonial  ports  or  Britim 
West  India  ports,  which  it  is  equally  important  that  the 
Senate  should  understand  as  the  particulus  mentioned  in 
the  resolution.  Immediately  on  the  annunciation  of  the 
arrangement  entered  into  by  Mr.  McLane  with  the  British 
negotiators,  a  lull  was  entered  into  the  British  Pailiaroent, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  enhance  the  duties  on  tliose 
srticles  of  commerce  which  were  carried  by  our  vessels 
to  the  colonies,  which  would,  if  adopted,  pro<^ce  an  im- 
portant change  in  the  trade  to  the  colonies,  and  serious 
injuries  would  result  to  the  commercial  interest. 

The  State  of  Maine  exported  a  great  quantity  of  lumber 
(and  ship  timberl  to  the  . British  colonies  previous  to  this 
arrangement,  in  ner  own  vessetst  but  unce  that  time  the 
trade  had  been  almost  exclusively  carried  on  by  British 
merchants  in  British  vessels.  This  was  true  with  regard 
to  most  articles  exported  from  the  New  England  States* 
witli  the  exception  of  live  stock,  which  was  still  exported 
fro;n  Connecticut,  and  perhaps  some  elsewhere,  in  Ameri> 
can  vessels;  therefore  the  object  of  the  resolution,  aa 
proposed  to  be  amended,  is  to  learn  in  what  employment 
our  ships  had  been  engaged  since  the  commercial  treaty 
went  into  operation.  Before  this  arnuigement,  our  ships 
went  a  longer  and  more  circuitous  voyage  Umit  those  of 
England;  but  our  profits  were  iHto  much  greater,  by 
trading  with  the  British  colonies  through  the  neutral  port% 
than  tliose  of  British  vessels  employed  in  the  direct  trade. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  conceived  the  information  requested  by 
the  resolution  insufficient  to  enable  the  Senate  to  ascertain 
the  precise  bearing  which  the  present  arrangement  has 
had  upon  our  commerce,  and  submitted  the  following 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  ^nUeman  from 
Maine,  aiwl  adopted  as  part  of  the  restdutiuna,  as  fiillows: 
**  Aitd  state  the  months  in  which  such  clearances  were 
respectively  made,  and  whether  from  British  colonial  ports 
or  from  British  West  India  ports;" 

Which  amendment  was  inserted  immediately  following 
the  words  "  since  the  Preudent's  proclamation,  5th  Octo- 
ber, 1830." 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Holkks  and  Mr. 
Smith,  the  resolutions  were  lud  nn  the  table,  on  the  pro> 
mise  of  the  latter  gentleman  to  call  them  up  again  to-morrow. 

TauKSDAT,  Dkckhber  32. 
The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Poiu- 
DKXTSB,  were,  on  his  motion,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  Martha 


equal  basis,  so  thattiie  duties  imposed  on  American  vessels  Randolph,  daughter  and  only  surviving  child  of  Thomas 
entering  the  firiti^  colonial  ports  shoutdbe  no  higherlj<.frer«,n,  deceased;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
than  tliose  imposed  on  tiieir  own  vessel^  were  then  inef- '    ^  select  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Poiitdbxtkb,  Mr. 


fectuaL  The  object  of  that  proposed  arrangement  was 
for  the  benefit  of  commerce  as  weH  as  navigi&on.  The 
British  Government  not  consenting  to  comply  with  terms 
which  that  administration  concnved  just  and  necessary, 
the  navigation  was,  by  direction  of  the  Executive,  aban- 
doned; rince  which  period  an  arran^ment  has  been 
completed,  in  conformity  irith  instructions  given  by  the 


Cut,  Mr.  Txiia,  Mr.  Hitsi:,  and  Mr.  Wibstib. 
THE  BRITISH  COLONIAL  TRADE. 

Mr.  SMITH,  s^eeably  to  his  promise  of  yesterday, 
called  up  for  consideration  the  following  resolutirnis  of 
Mr.  HoLxas,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Wbbstxb. 

SiuoMt  That  the  Prendent  be  requested  to  cause  to 
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be  communicated  to  the  Senate  the  nomber  of  vesaeU,  and 
their  tonnage  and  cargoes,  which  hare  cleared  from  any 
ports  in  the  United  States  to  any  port  or  place  in  the 
British  American  colonies  since  the  President's  proclama- 
tion of  5th  October,  1830,  and  state  the  months  in  which 
luch  elearanees  were  respectively  made*  and  whether 
from  Britirii  colonial  ports,  or  British  West  Im^  ports — 
dhtuiffoiching  those,  if  any,  which  cleared  for  such  ports 
and  place,  "and  r  market,"  or  for  a  British  port  or  place, 
or  some  other  port  or  place;  diBtinruishine*,  also,  American 
from  foreifpi  tonnaee,  and  also  the  entries  of  all  vessels 
from  any  British  colonial  port,  with  their  cargDes,  since 
the  above  proclamation;  distin^ishin^  the  tonnage  as 
above,  and  designating  the  British  port  or  place  tivm 
whence  the  cargoes  were  imported. 

Reaobxd,  Tliat  the  President  be  requeited  to  inform  the 
Senate  what  amount  of  American  and  foreign  tonnage 
(distinguishing  them)  has  been  cleared  for,  and  entered 
from,  the  Swedish  and  Danish  West  Indies,  since  the  Pre- 
sident's proclamation  of  the  5th  October,  1830,  with  Uie 
kind  and  amount  of  the  cargoes. 

Baohtdt  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether,  since  bis  proclamation  of  the  5th  of 
October,  1830,  British  vessels  have  cleared  from  the 
United  States  for  any  port  in  the  British  continental 
colonies  in  Ameriu,  and  have  sailed  directly  to  the  British 
West  Indies,  by  virtue  of  clearances  previously  obtained 
from  custom-houses  in  those  continental  colonies,  thus 
performing  voyi^s  circuitons  on  paper,  but  in  fact  direct. 

Jteaohedt  Th^t  the  Prendent  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Senate  what  are  the  duties  paid  on  British  American 
vesseh  and  thrir  cargoes  respectively,  hi  British  ports  in 
the  Wert  Indies  and  flie  other  British  American  colonies, 
diatingutahing  between  the  West  Indies  and  the  other 
colonies,  between  American  and  British  vessels,  and  the 
produce  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  colonies. 

Mr.  SMITH  sud  that  he  had  no  intention  to  oppose  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions;  they  would  probably  elicit 
information,  wtuch  might  bedewrable  to  the  Senate.  He 
thought  thai  the  third  resolution  might  he  withdrawn, 
although  he  would  maJce  no  motion  on  the  subject.  He 
merely  submitted  the  idea  to  the  mover.  That  resolution 
supposed  a  case,  on  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
can  have  no  information.  It  supposes  uiat  a  captain  shaU 
present  a  manifest,  on  oath,  to  the  collector  of  a  port, 
uy  of  New  Brunswick,  declaring  that  he  has  on  board  of 
the  vessel  he  commands  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour, 
althou^  he  has  not  a  single  barrelt  but  he  has  bribed  the 
tide-waiter  to  report  tiut  he  has  on  boatd  the  quantity 
represented  in  hia  manifest.  He  obtuna  a  clearance  for 
Jamaica,  and  proceeds  to  a  port  in  the  United  States,  say 
Alexandria;  he  there  takes  on  board  his  vessel  exactly 
five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  clears  out  for  Jamuca,  and 
immediately  on  getting  to  sea  destroys  his  American  clear- 
ance, and  makes  his  entry  in  that  port  under  his  British 
clearance,  and  thus  cheats  his  own  country  of  four-fifths 
of  the  duty,  say  four  hundred  dollar^  and  defrauds  our 
navigation  of  the  carrying  of  that  quantity  of  flour.  Now 
a.n  thn  may  be  dime  at  me  risk  of  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
of  being  punished  for  perjury,  for  thus  defrauding  the 
revenue.  But,  air,  he  must  be  not  only  a  rogiie,  but  a 
fool,  if  he  dull  communicate  the  trick  he  has  played  on 
bis  Government  to  the  collector  of  Alexandria;  without 
which  disclosure,  he  [Mr.  S.]  could  not  perceive  how  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  be  informed  of  the  trans- 
actitm.  However,  sud  Mr.  S.,  if  the  Senator  from  Maine 
wishes  that  it  shall  go  to  tiie  Secretary,  I  shall  make  no 
oppontion. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  remark,  that  a  mode  had  been  in- 
troduced by  a  celebrated  gentleman,  which  was  said  to 
be  parliamentary.  It  was,  that  a  Senator  intending  to 
introduce  n  resolution,  pre&ced  it  with  a  speech,  whi<^ 
be  had  considered  and  prepared  with  calculations  of  his 


own,  and  documents  selected  for  the  purpose.  It  came 
on  the  Senate  by  surprise:  few,  if  any,  Senators  were  pre- 
pared to  answer.  This  was  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Senator  from  Maine:  he  did  not  wait  for  the  information 
which  the  resolutinns  required,  but  took  hia  own  views, 
which  might  be  right,  or  might  be  wrong.  He  has  pro- 
duced flgures  to.  show  a  great  loss  to  the  navigating 
interest  He  may  be  right.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  ex- 
amined his  figures,  nor  liad  he  time  to  examine  them. 
The  answers  to  the  resolutions  may  diow  a  diflTerent  re- 
sult. Mr.  S.  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  they  would; 
but  he  would  say  that  he  had  seen  statements  nude  from 
wrong  documents  to  make  out  a  case,  which  statements 
proved  to  be  entirely  unfounded  when  the  true  documents 
were  applied.  Hie  Senator  from  U«iie  has  shown  a 
lat^  amount  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  trade  to  the 
neutral  islands,  whilst  they  were  the  entrepot  fer  all  the 
islands,  deducting  from  witich  the  tonnage  employed  dnce 
the  arrangement  made  with  Great  Britain,  he  derives  an 
immense  Toss  to  our  navigation,  and  concludes  that  the 
bargain  has  eventuated  to  our  great  intury.  But,  Mr. 
President,  no  fair  trial  has  been  made:  the  proclamation 
of  the  Prewdent,  opening  our  ports,  was  issued  on  the  5th 
October,  and  probably  went  fay  the  packet*af  the  8th.  It 
may  have  arrived  in  England  in  tbir^  days.  Some  days 
ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  British  Government  to  make 
up  their  despatches  to  their  minister  here,  and  to  the 
island  and  North  American  colonies.  A  passage  to  the 
United  States  of  five  or  six  weeks,  at  that  season  of  the 
year,  would  be  considered  a  fiur  one.  We  may,  there* 
fore,  presume  that  it  took  three  months,  nUch  would 
bring  the  receipt  to  the  8th  January,  when  our  riven 
and  many  of  oar  harbors  were  obstnieted  by  the  ice, 
which  continued  until  the  Ist  Much,  so  that  we  can  only 
count  on  seven  months  of  open  trade.  Our  merchants 
were  not  prepared  for  this  trade:  it  had  been  stopped  for 
a  long  period,  and  had  been  drrerted  into  other  channels. 
The  merchants  had,  before  they  could  commence,  to 
arrange  their  correspondence,  procure  vesseb  properly 
fitted  for  the  trade,  and  assort  their  cargoes.  A  merchant 
does  not  enter  at  once  into  a  new  branch  of  commerce  { it 
takes  him  some  time  to  arrange  his  buriness,  mature  his 
plans,  and  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  prospects  held 
out,  before  he  engages  in  a  commerce  that  is  new  to  him. 
Is  It  then  fair  or  candid,  said  Mr.  8.,  to  compare  such  a 
trade  of  seven  months,  with  a  known  and  established  trade 
to  an  emporium  such  as  St.  Thomas,  for  twelve  mondis? 
Bendes,  St.  Thomas  was  a  great  entrepot  for  all  the 
islands,  and  the  neighboring  continent.  Droghers  went 
there  from  other  than  the  British  island^  some  from  the 
out-ports  of  Porto  Rico,  and  peiliaps  froiB  the  French 
islands;  many  of  our  vessels  touched  at  St.  Thomas,  and 
not  finding  a  good  market,  proceeded,  as  is  very  common, 
to  Porto  Rico,  to  all  the  ports  of  St  Domingo,  to  Cuba, 
and  even  to  the  Spanish  main.  Besides,  the  consumption 
of  St.  Thomsa  and  St.  Cruz  (Danish  islands)  is  e<]ual,  if 
not  greater,  than  any  of  the.  British  inndvard  Hhnda. 
The  simple  ctearances  for  tiie  neutral  trade  were  no  en- 
teria  on  which  to  ft»rm  a  Judgment  of  the  sctoal  ionajbk 
na^gation  that  had  been  employed  in  it.  The  trade  ia 
now  understood,  and  we  shall  be  better  capAble  of  form- 
ing  a  correct  judgment  on  the  subject  next  year.  Mr.  S. 
knew,  he  said,  that  the  trade  was  daily  increaring,  and 
would,  he  thought,  eontituie  to  increase.  This  &ct  is  un- 
doubted, that  every  riiipyard  in  the  United  Statea  hu 
been  fully  employed  in  the  buil<ting  of  vesseb  during  the 
present  year,  which  afforded  strong  presumptive  proof 
that  the  opening  of  the  colonial  trade  had  not  operated 
unfavorably  to  the  navigation  of  the  countiy.  It  is  equally 
well  known  that  very  few  of  the  shipyards  bad  full  em- 
ployment prior  to  Ae  arrangement  having  been  made. 
Many  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  biult,  and  which  are 
now  buildings  are  intended  Sot  the  West  India  tiadet  and 
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if  he  [Hr.  S.]  waa  well  informed,  (and  he  believed  he 
was,)  few  States  wll  produce  more  new  tonnag«  for  this 
trade  than  the  State  of  Ifaine.  Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  the  commerce  of  Maine  had  in- 
crcaKd  most  rapid)/  since  thia  arrangement  had  been 
made,  and  that  the  merchants  hod  attributed  the  increase 
mainly  to  the  opening;  of  the  West  India  trade;  ttiat  they 
had  full  employment  for  their  sawmills,  the  rents  having 
men  full  twenty-five  per  cent.  If  these  facts  be  correct, 
he  [Mr.  S.]  could  not  understand  that  the  navigating  in- 
terest had  suffered  any  injury,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had 
derived  benefit  from  the  arrangement  made  for  the  colo- 
nial trade  with  Great  Britun. 

The  Senator  from  Maine,  said  Mr.  S.,  read  yesterday  a 
schedule  of  duties  presented  by  Mr.  Herries  to  tlie  House 
of  Commons,  and  reasoned  upon  it  as  if  It  had  passed,  and 
had  become  a  law.  He  showed,  what  was  the  fact,  that 
it  would  have  imposed  such  duties  as  would  nearly  have 
annihilated  all  the  advantages  which  had  been  expected 
to  result  from  the  opening  of  the  islands  to  our  commerce. 
But,  Mr.  President,  was  it  fair,  was  it  acting  with  candor, 
to  attempt  to  pass  on  the  Senate  as  a  law  a  schedule  that 
never  had  been  acted  upon— that*  in  fact,  was  no  law? 
It  is  well  known,  swd  Mr.  S.,  that  Mr.  Hernes  had  bc^n 
one  of  the  late  ministry  of  Great  Britain,  and  had  retired 
from  ofBce  a  few  days  af^er  he  had  presented  his  schedule ; 
that  he  [Mr.  S.l  had  said  yesterday,  that  he  well  remem- 
bered the  schedule  having  been  presented,  but,  as  far  as 
his  recollection  enabled  him  to  say,  be  felt  confident  that 
the  schedule  had  never  paMed  into  a  law.  He  had  since 
reflected  on  the  subject,  and  would  now  say  that  the 
schedule  referred  to  never  had  become  a  law;  that  it  had 
died  a  natural  death,  as  some  of  our  own  propositions  do 
at  every  session.  He  [Mr.  S.]  admitted  that  new  regula- 
tions, perhaps  a  law,  had  been  madej  that  he  had  seen 
themj  and  that  they  were,  in  his  opinion,  highly  beneficial 
to  the  United  States.  Some  of  them  he  would  mention 
from  metnorr.  Salted  bedT  and  poik  had  been  prohibited 
by  the  act  of  1825{  they  were  now  admitted  into  their 
coloiues  on  a  moderate  duty.  Much  of  tiie  produce  of  the 
United  States  is  admitted  mto  Canada,  and  sent  even  to 
the  mother  country,  as  if  it  were  the  produce  of  Canada. 
Flour  is  not:  it  must  be  deposited  in  the  public  store,  and 
exported  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1S25.  If  taken  out  for 
consumption,  it  must  pay  the  duty  imposed  by  that  act. 
But  flour  made  from  die  wheat  of  Uie  United  States  is 
free,  as  if  made  from  the  grun  of  Canada, 'and  may  be  ex- 
ported even  to  £n;|land,  where  it  wiU  be  admitted  when 
our  flour  is  not,  as  is  well  known.  Here,  then,  said  Mr. 
S.,  is  an  immense  advantage  to  our  farmers  of  Ohio, 
Michigan,  part  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Vermont. 
But,  said  the  Senator  from  Mune,  is  it  ri^t  that,  for  the 
advantage  to  those  States,  tiie  navigating  interest  should 
he  destroyed  by  depriving  it  of  tiie  carrying  of  those  pro- 
ducts? These  benefits  were  gratuitous  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britainj  they  form  no  part  of  the  arrangement  for 
the  colonial  tradet  they  might  hare  been  adopted  by  Great 
Britain  if  no  arrangement  had  ever  been  made,  and  would 
have  produced  precisely  the  same  effect  as  to  the  navi- 
gating interest.  There  may  be,  and  lie  [Mr.  S.]  thought 
there  was,  some  addition  of  duty  in  the  new  regulations, 
differing  from  those  in  the  act  of  1825,  but,  as  far  as  he 
fMMild  recollect,  they  were  unimportant. 

Hr.  8.  then  said  that  he  had  been  a  merclunt,  and  had 
alwajv  been  attentive  to  the  interests  of  navigation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  but  he  had  never  lost  ught  of  the 
interest  of  u;ncutture:  on  that  all4mportant  interest  we 
depend;  and  if  the  agriculturist  has  now  <^tained  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  injur}-  of  the  navigating  interest,  (which  lie 
utterly  denied,)  it  is  for  the  first  time.  Tlie  agriculturists 
hare  been  deprived  of  a  free  and  open  market  for  their 
produce,  for  nearly  half  a  centuryf  and  for  what,  he 
would  ask?  To  subserve  the  interest  of  navigation.  They 


never  complained,  although  some  of  them  might  hare 
thought  that  it  was  of  no  consequence  to  them  who  car- 
ried their  produce:  yet  they  submitted,  like  good  citizens, 
to  a  policy  that  waa  for  the  general  interest. 

It  IS  i(Ue,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  assert  that  the  navigating  in- 
terest has  suffered  from  the  effect  of  the  opening  of  the 
trade  to  the  British  cdon'ies.  Every  circumstance  con- 
tradicts the  assertion.  When,  or  at  what  time,  were  the 
shipyards  as  fully  employed  in  building  as  at  present? 
When  was  the  commerce  of  our  country  more  active  or 
more  flourishing  than  at  present?  When  were  the  wages 
of  all  persons  employed  in  ship-building  higher  than  at 
present?  In  fine,  when  was  our  nation  more  flourishing 
and  happy  than  at  the  present  day?  If  the  navigating  in- 
terest has  suffered,  the  loss,  if  any,  is  fully  compensated 
by  tlie  great  advantage  derived  from  the  open  tradq,  to 
the  agricultural  interest,  which  he  [Mr.  S.]  should  and 
did  consider  as  the  predominant  interest;  one  which  has 
never  received  any  special  advantage  from  the  Govern- 
ment, but  in  many  instances  had  been  oppressed. 

We  legislate,  Mr.  President,  for  the  whole,  as  one 
great  whole)  and  in  commercial  legislation  advantages 
will  arise  to  one  portion  of  the  Union  that  cannot  be  en- 
joyed by  others.  What  special  interest  have  the  Western 
States  in  navigation?  How  small  ia  the  interest  of  the 
Southern  States  in  it?  Yet  we  have  seen  tliosc  Slates 
invariably  promoting  tills  interest. 

Mr.  S.  had  not  intended,  when  he  rose,  to  say  more 
than  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  He  confiMsed  that  he 
was  not  fully  prepared;  that  he  had  spoken  from  recol- 
lection only;  had  looked  into  no  document,  but  had  been 
induced  to  make  these  remarks  in  consequence  of  what 
liad  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land was  certainly  correct  in  saying  that  did  not  under- 
stand the  matter  under  discussion,  or  he  would  not  have 
made  the  statements  he  did  yesterday,  and  repeated  to- 
day, that  the  British  Government  had  wd  no  discrinunat- 
ing  duties  on  the  American  trade  with  the  Wert  In^es. 
If  they  had  not,  how  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  could  our  agri- 
culture of  the  interior  be  benefited  at  the  expense  <^  the 
commerce  of  the  Atlantic,  the  British  tariff  remaining 
precisely  the  same?  How  could  the  arrangement  of  Mr. 
McLane  produce  any  such  advantages  as  those  claimed  in 
the  President's  message?  Sir,  when  the  outlets  to  the 
Atlantic  are  closed,  our  produce  will  rush  out  through  the 
Canadasi  but  I  do  not  understand,  when  the  Atlantic  door 
is  opened,  how  our  agriculture  of  tiie  interiw  can  be  so 
much  benefited  when  Our  tonnage  is  apparentiy  so  in- 
jured. When  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  made 
himself  acquainted  witii  the  subject,  Mr.  H.  would  be 
pleased  to  be  informed  on  these  points.  Mr.  H.  observed, 
that,  before  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  McLane,  we  had  a  very 
valuable  circuitous  trade  with  the  British,  which  vn  rapidly 
increasing;  but  b;|^  the  new  arrai^ment  it  appeared  to  be 
convderably  dimmi^ing.  As  he  understood  the  f^tle- 
roan  nbt  to  object  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  he 
should  not  now  enter  into  elaborate  ailments  in  sup- 
port of  tlie  positions  he  had  assumed;  but  when  the  matter 
should  again  come  before  tUc  Senate,  with  the  answer  of 
the  President,  he  would  undertake  to  show  that  we  had 
relinquished  a  productive  trade  for  one  less  valuable;  that 
we  had,  instead  of  abolishing  a  circuitous  trade,  made  one 
still  more  circQitoua,  for  the  benefit  of  the  British,  and 
carried  on  in  British  instead  of  American  vessels.  He 
would  undertake  to  show  what  was  the  state  of  our  com- 
merce in  1821,  what  was  the  tonnage  employed  in  it,  and, 
carrying  it  down  to  1830,  show  how  it  stood  then;  and, 
said  he,  if  the  President  will  undertake  to  show  us  iiow  it 
has  $too<i  since,  we  shall  be  able  to  appreciate  the  mighty 
advantages  gained  to  ua  under  this  much  lauded  arrange- 
ment. He  would  undertake  to  diow  that  wc  had  sacrificed 
enough,  heaven  knevj  thai  we  ba^  gone  down  on  our 
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tnuTow-boQes  to  the  British,  and  begved  them  to  take  all 
we  were  so  anxious  to  give  them,  and  that  they  were  not 
slow  to  Kvail  themselves  of  the  advantages  so  liberally 
held  out  to  them.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  bad 
c^HOtiutted,  as  he  had  before  obEcrred,  a  great  error  in 
sippoKog  that  the  British  had  laid  nodiscriminatinrduties 
on  our  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  He  was  positive  that 
they  had,  and  he  would  tell  the  gentleman  where  lie 
mi^t  find  the  kw.  It  was  published  in  the  British  Albion 
a  few  months  ig-oj  he  would  not  positively  say  it  was  the 
identical  schedule  prepared  by  Mr.  Merries;  but,  if  it  was 
nxO.  that,  it  was  one  far  more  obnoxious.  The  gentleman 
had  fiUen  into  another  error,  which  he  would  take  the 
£bertf  of  ccHTecting.  So  fit  from  its  takinv  our  mer- 
cbaab  a  long  time  to  determine  how  to  ^ape  their 
loyages,  the  vesseb  were  actually  loaded,  and  wai^ne  to 
lad  as  soon  as  they  heard  of  tlie  West  India  ports  being 
opened;  and  some  of  them,  when  they  arnved  in  the 
Bndsh  West  Indies,  found  that  they  had  no  business  there, 
and  were  forced  to  cany  their  cargoes  to  a  port  of  de- 
pftatc.  As  to  our  vessels  being  blocked  up  by  the  ice, 
that  was  out  of  the  question.  Do  we  not  know  that  our 
*ea*el3  go  to  the  West  India  ports  aU  the  winter?  Why, 
«id  Mr.  H.,  those  are  the  Tery  places  in  winter  they 
*ould  go  toj  so  that,  for  ten  months  at  least,  we  micht 
have  had  the  benefit  of  the  trade. 

The  calculation  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  must  be 
wild  indeed,  if  he  supposes  that  three  months  must  tran- 
spire after  the  Prendent's  proclamation  of  the  5th  Octo- 
ber, 183(^  before  the  Westlndia trade couldbe  commenced 
by  us.  If  the  trade  offered  any  prospect  of  bene6t,  every 
adventurer  would  be  watching  and  ready  to  embrace  it. 
The  Wncans  not  prepared  for  the  trade!  What,  sir, 
when  t^  Ptcaident's  proclamation  had  opened  it  to  the 
Bntub  fi>r  two  months,  and  we  were  expecting  it  every 
daj-  to  be  opened  to  us,  and  we  not  prepared  for  it!  No, 
«r,  the  merclianta  were  much  better  prepared  to  under- 
told  this  trade*  than  the  Senator  is  to  discuss  the  subject. 
If  the  trade  were  worth  any  thing,  th^  had  ample  time 
to  find  it  out.  And  pray,  sir,  what  was  the  wonderful 
ebange  which  required  so  much  deliberation  before  our 
merchants  could  venture  ?  We  had  hitherto  furnished  the 
Bntjah  colomes  through  certain  ports  of  deposite:  if,  in- 
stead of  these,  we  could  go  direct  to  the  places  of  con- 
sumption, did  it  require  much  time  for  deliberation  how 
to  manage?  Time  for  those  who  understood  a  circuitous 
T^a^ge,  to  connder  how  to  manage  a  direct  one?  Now, 
this  13  wonderful.  The  merchants  must  have  time  to  ar- 
range their  correspondence,  procare  proper  vessels  for  the 
Hade,  and  araort  their  cargaes.  And  pray,  sir,  iftlie 
trade  were  worth  a  thought,  would  they  not  be  doing  all 
tha  trom  the  moment  of  the  President's  proclamation  > 
Proper  vessels!  Sir,  I  would  ask  the  Senator  whether  a 
te«f  fit  for  the  trade  to  St.  Barts  and  St.  Thomas  woidd 
n>l  be  as  fit  for  Barbadoes  or  Jam^ca?  And  I  confess  I 
CMnct  well  discover  why  an  assorted  cargo  for  British 
consumption,  through  a  Danish  or  Swe^  port,  would 
nrt  be  jurt  as  good  an  assortment  when  transported  di- 
But  I  shall  have  a  word  to  say  about  assorted  car- 
g««  Then  the  ioformation  comes  which  is  called  for  by 
the  resotatioQS. 

^  '^f^  *^  the  period  it  did  require  after  the  procla- 
matiOT  or  the  5th  October,  before  information  was  re- 
"C?^^*''*  ^'"^  'P*''^*  ^"^"^  recollection  only,  and  he 
ao  stated.  The  Senator  from  Maryland,  it  seem?,  does 
\  '"h**^  *°  know,  but  he  speaks  fi'om  conjecture. 
th>*'  •**  '"'"""""''O"  might  go  and  return  in  sixty  days, 
uierc  IS  no  doubtj  indeed,  it  is  about  the  ordinary  time. 

news  that  the  British  porta  were  open  to 
US  did  arrive,  he  dSd  not  pretend  to  state  precisely,  but 
oe  was  pretty  sure  it  was  in  December;  it  might  be  little 
inore  than  two  months  after  the  proclamation. 
In  his  reimrks  on  the  third  resolution,  the  Senator  from 


Maryland  is  equally  unfortunate.  He  [Mr.  H.]  did  not 
object  to  the  practice  supposed  by  that  resolution,  on  the 
^ound  that  it  was  a  fraud  on  the  revenues  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  is  of  no  importance  to  us  how  much  the  British 
navigators  in  ttus  trade  avoid  British  duties,  unless  by 
it  they  gain  an  advantage  over  our  navigation.  And  it 
then  does  become  aground  of  complaint.  Our  products, 
say  flour  and  lumber,  carried  to  their  Northern  colonies, 
pay  a  very  trifling,  or  no  duty,  whether  in  American  or 
British  vessels,  and  thus  far  the  trade  is  apparently  on  an 
equal  footing.  But  these  products  must  bt  transported 
thence  to  the  Southern  colonies  in  British  vessels  exclu- 
sively: for  this  is,  by  British  construction,  "coasting 
trade,"  in  which  we  are  not  permitted  to  partidpate. 
Again:  British  and  American  vessels  can  on  equal  terms 
clear  from  our  [lorts  for  the  West  Indies,  and  ^  directly 
there.  But  let  it  he  rememliered  that  the  duties  in  this 
direct  voyage  on  tticse  articles  amount  to  a  prohibition. 
Now  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  an  American  vessel 
could  not,  but  a  British  vessel  could,  under  a  false  clear- 
ance from  St.  John's,  clear  from  Kichmond  for  the  West 
indies,  and  enter  there  by  her  clearance  from  St.  John's, 
and  thus  avoid  the  duty.  This  would  avoid  the  delay  in- 
cident to  a  circuitous  voyage,  and  operate  a  aavin^f  of 
from  $400  to  $600  on  each  cat^o.  And,  as  this  circuitoiu 
voyage  woiiid  be  of  no  manner  of  benefit  to  the  British, 
and  the  direct  voyage  would  throw  all  the  carrying  into 
their  hands,  T,  said  Mr.  H.,  can  see  no  obstacle  to  the 
British  custom-houses  giving  countenance  to  such  a  trans- 
action. Whether  the  Executive  has  any  information,  or 
can  obtain  any,  may  be  doubtftil;  at  least,  we  can  ask.  If 
such  a  practice  is  indulged,  and  should  become  general, 
the  whole  carrying  trade  will  inevitably  go  to  the  British. 
The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Fbidax,  December  23. 

This  day's  utting  was  spent  in  the  reception  of  petitions 
and  resolutions,  and  in  acting  on  sundry  private  bills;  and 
then 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 

TuxBDir,  Ukcehbkr  27. 

Tilts  {lay's  sitling  was  spent  in  disposing  of  a  variety  of 
petitions  and  other  private  business. 

Wei»-£9I>AT,    D£CEMBSB  28. 

ARMAMENT  OF  FORTIFICATIONS- 

The  Senate  took  up  the  following  bill: 

"Se  it  enacted,  Wc.  That  the,  sum  of  one  million  of 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  Hppropriated,  for  die 
purchase  of  timber,  iron,  and  other  necessary  materials 
for  artillery  carriages,  and  for  providing  the  coimon,  mor- 
tars, cannon  shot,  sheWs,  &c.  for  the  armament  of  the 
new  fortifications,  and  such  of  the  old  fortifications  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  ought  to  be  armed:  Pfv- 
vi^t  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be  annually  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

"Sac.  2.  That  the  moneys  appropriated  by  this  act 
shall  not  be  transfen-cd  to  any  other  object  of  expendi- 
ture, nor  shall  any  part  tliercof  be  carried  to  the  fund  de- 
nominated the  '  surplus  fund.* " 

[The  annual  appropriation  has  heretofore  been  one 
liundred  thousand  dollars.  The  present  bill  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  SxiTti,  on  leave,  and  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  wliich  committee  reported 
the  bill  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  rejected.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  bill  came  up  to-day,] 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  mi- 
litary committee,  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  should  have  been  glad  to  concur 
with  the  committee  in  thnr  motion  for  an  indefinite  post- 
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if  he  [Mr.  S.]  was  well  informed,  (and  he  believed  he 
was,)  few  States  will  produce  more  new  tonnage  for  this 
trade  than  the  State  of  Maine.  Mr.  S.  remarked  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  ^e  commerce  of  Maine  had  in- 
ci>cftsed  most  rapidly  since  thia  arrangement  had  been 
made,  and  that  the  merchants  had  attnbuted  the  increase 
mainly  to  the  opening  of  the  West  India  trade;  that  they 
bad  full  employment  for  their  sawmills,  the  rents  having 
risen  full  twenty-five  per  cent.  If  these  bets  be  correct, 
he  [Mr.  S.]  could  not  understand  that  the  navigating  in* 
terest  had  suffered  any  injury,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had 
derived  benefit  from  the  arrangement  made  for  the  colo- 
lual  trade  with  C^t  Britain. 

The  Senator  from  Maine,  said  Mr.  S.,  read  yesterday  a 
schedule  of  duties  presented  by  Mr.  Herries  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  reasoned  upon  it  as  if  it  had  passed,  and 
had  become  a  law.  He  showed,  what  was  the  fact,  that 
it  would  have  imposed  such  duties  as  would  nearly  have 
annihilated  all  the  advantages  wliich  had  been  expected 
to  remit  from  the  opening  of  theislandato  our  commerce. 
But,  Mr.  Frendent,  was  it  fiiir,  was  it  acting  with  candor, 
to  attempt  to  pass  on  the  Senate  as  a  law  a  schedule  that 
never  had  been  acted  upon — that,  in  fiict,  was  no  law? 
It  is  well  known,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  Mr.  Herries  had  hcin 
one  of  the  late  ministry  of  Great  Britain,  and  had  retired 
from  office  a  few  days  afler  he  had  presented  his  schedule; 
that  he  [Mr.  S.]  had  said  yesterday,  that  he  well  remem- 
bered the  schedule  having  been  presented,  bu^  as  &r  as 
his  recollection  enabled  him  to  say,  he  felt  confident  that 
the  schedule  had  never  passed  into  a  law.  He  had  since 
reflected  on  the  subject,  and  would  now  say  that  the 
schedule  referred  to  never  had  become  a  law;  that  it  had 
died  a  natural  death,  as  some  of  our  own  propositions  do 
at  every  session.  He  [Mr.  S.]  admitted  that  new  regula- 
tions, perhaps  a  law,  had  been  made;  that  he  had  seen 
them;  and  that  they  were,  in  his  opinion,  highly  benefiual 
to  the  United  States.  Some  of  uiem  he  would  mention 
from  memoir.  Salted  beefand  pork  had  been  prohibited 
by  the  act  of  1835t  they  were  now  admitted  into  their 
colonies  on  a  modoate  ixty.  Much  of  the  produce  of  the 
United  States  ia  adnutted  into  Canada,  and  sent  even  to 
the  mother  country,  as  if  it  were  the  produce  of  Canada. 
Flour  is  not:  it  must  be  deposited  in  the  public  store,  and 
exported  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1825.  If  taken  out  for 
conaumptim,  it  must  pay  the  du^  imposed  by  that  act. 
But  flour  made  from  the  wheat  of  the  United  States  is 
free,  as  if  made  from  the  grun  of  Canada,'«nd  may  be  ex- 
ported even  to  England,  where  it  will  be  admitted  when 
our  flour  is  not,  as  is  well  known.  Here,  then,  said  Mr. 
S.,  is  an  immeoK  advantage  to  our  brmers  of  Ohio, 
Michigan,  part  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Vemont. 
But,  sud  the  Senator  from  Maine,  is  it  ri^t  that,  for  the 
advantage  to  those  States,  the  navigating^  interest  should 
be  destroyed  by  depriving  it  of  the  carrymg  of  those  pro- . 
ducts.^  These  benefits  were  gratuitous  on  the  part  of' 
Great  Britain)  they  form  no  part  of  the  arrangement  for 
the  colonial  tradet  they  might  have  been  adfipted  by  Great 
Britain  if  no  arrangement  had  ever  been  mime,  and  would 
have  produced  precisely  the  same  eff  ect  as  to  the  navi- 
gating interest.  There  may  be,  and  he  [Mr.  S.]  thoiight 
there  was,  some  addition  of  duty  in  the  new  regulations, 
differing  from  those  in  the  act  of  1825,  but,  as  frir  as  he 
could  recollect,  they  were  ummportant. 

Mr.  S.  then  said  that  he  had  been  a  merchant,  and  had 
always  been  attentive  to  the  interests  of  navigation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  but  he  had  never  lost  sight  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture:  on  that  all-important  interest  we 
depend;  and  if  the  i^riculturist  has  now  obtained  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  injury  of  the  navigating  interest,  (which  lie 
utterly  denied,}  it  is  for  the  first  time.  The  agriciUturista 
have  been  deprived  of  a  free  and  open  market  for  their 
produce,  for  neariy  half  a  century;  and  for  what,  he 
vould  «ik?  To  nbierre  the  interest  of  navigation.  They 


never  complained,  although  some  of  them  might  have 
thought  that  it  was  of  no  consequence  lo  Ihem  who  car- 
ried their  produce;  yet  they  submitted,  like  good  citizens, 
to  a  policy  thi^  was  for  the  genecal  interest. 

It  IS  idle,  sud  Mr.  S.,  to  assert  that  the  navigating  in- 
terest has  suffered  from  the  effect  of  the  opening  of  the 
trade  to  the  British  colonies.  Every  circumstance  con- 
tradicts the  assertion.  When,  or  at  what  time,  were  the 
shipyards  as  fully  employed  in  building  as  at  present? 
When  was  the  commerce  of  our  country  more  active  or 
more  flourishing  than  at  present?  When  were  the  wages 
of  all  persons  employed  in  ship-building  higher  than  at 
present?  In  fine,  when  was  our  nation  more  Aourishing 
and  happy  than  at  the  present  day?  If  the  navigating  in- 
terest has  suffered,  the  loss,  if  any,  is  fully  compensated 
by  the  great  advantage  derived  from  the  open  trade,  to 
the  agricultural  interest,  which  he  [Mr.  S.J  should  and 
did  consider  as  the  predominant  interest;  one  which  has 
never  received  any  special  advantage  from  the  Goveni- 
ment,  but  in  many  instances  had  been  oppressed. 

We  legislate,  Mr.  Freudent,  for  the  whole,  as  one 
great  whole;  and  in  commercial  legislation  advantages 
will  arise  to  one  portion  of  the  Union  that  cannot  be  en- 
joyed by  others.  What  special  interest  have  the  Western 
States  in  navigation?  How  small  is  the  interest  of  the 
Southern  States  in  it?  Yet  we  have  seen  tliosc  States 
invariably  promoting  this  interest. 

Mr.  S.  had  not  intended,  when  he  rose,  to  say  more 
than  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  He  confused  that  he 
was  not  fully  prepared;  that  he  had  spoken  from  recol- 
lection only;  had  looked  into  no  document,  but  had  been 
induced  to  make  these  remarks  in  cMinsequence  of  vhat 
had  fallen  from  the  Seivator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land was  cei-lainly  correct  in  saving  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand the  matter  under  discussion,  or  he  would  not  have 
made  the  statements  he  did  yesterday,  and  repeated  to- 
day, that  the  British  Qovemment  bad  laid  no  discrin^nat- 
ing  duties  on  the  American  trade  with  the  West  Indies. 
If  they  had  not,  how  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  could  our  agri- 
culture of  the  interior  be  benefited  at  tlie  expense  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Briti^  tarin  remtuning 
precisely  the  same?  How  could  the  arrangement  of  Mr. 
McLane  produce  any  such  advantages  as  those  claimed  in 
the  President's  message?  Sir,  when  the  outlets  to  the 
Atlantic  are  closed,  our  produce  will  rush  out  through  the 
Canadas;  but  I  do  not  understand,  wben  the  Atlantic  door 
is  opened,  how  our  agriculture  of  the  interior  can  be  so 
much  benefited  when  Cur  tonnage  is  apparently  so  in- 
jured. When  the  gentleman  from  Marylatid  had  made 
himself  acquunted  with  the  subject,  Mr.  H.  would  be 
pleased  to  be  informed  on  these  points.  Mr.  II.  observed, 
that,  before  thearrangementof  Mr.  McLane,  we  had  a  very 
valuable  circuitous  trade  with  theUriti^,  which  was  rapidly 
increanng;  but  by  the  new  arrangement  it  appeared  to  be 
considerably  diminishing.  Ashe  understood  the  gentle- 
man n&t  to  object  to  the  passage  of  the  resoluuon,  he 
should  not  now  enter  into  elaborate  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  tlie  positions  he  had  assumed;  but  when  the  matter 
should  again  come  before  the  Senate,  with  the  answer  of 
the  President,  he  would  undertake  to  show  that  we  had 
relinquislied  a  productive  trade  for  one  less  valuable;  that 
we  had,  insteaa  of  abcdislung  a  circuitous  trade,  made  one 
still  more  arcuitous,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dritish,  4nd 
carried  on  in  British  instead  of  American  vessels.  He 
would  undertake  to  show  what  was  the  state  of  our  com- 
merce in  1821,  what  was  the  tonnage  employed  in  it,  and, 
carrying  it  down  to  1830,  show  how  it  stood  then;  and, 
said  he,  if  tJie  President  will  undertake  to  show  us  how  it 
has  stood  since,  we  sliall  be  able  to  appreciate  the  mighty 
advantages  guned  to  us  under  ttiis  much  lauded  arrange- 
ment He  would  undertake  to  show  that  wc  had  sacrificed 
enough,  heaven  knewj  thai  we  had  gone  down  on  our 
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nurrow-bones  to  the  British,  and  bened  them  to  take  all 
we  were  so  anxious  to  give  them,  and  that  they  were  nut 
dow  to  ftvaU  themselvea  of  the  advantages  so  liberally 
beldoutto  them.  The  mntleman  from  Maryland  had 
committed,  as  he  had  before  obaerred,  a  great  error  in 
suppoang  tliat  the  British  had  laid  no  discriminating  duties 
^on  our  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  He  via  positive  that 
'they  had,  and  he  would  tell  the  Kentleman  where  he 
mwht  find  the  law.  It  was  published  in  the  British  Albion 
a  few  months  agot  he  would  not  positively  say  it  was  the 
identical  schedule  prepared  by  »Ir.  Uerriest  but,  if  it  was 
not  that,  it  was  one  far  more  obnoxious.  The  gentleman 
had  &)len  into  another  error,  which  he  would  take  tlie 
liberty  of  correcting.  So  &r  from  its  taking  our  mer- 
chants  a  long  time  to  determine  how  to  Siape  their 
voyages,  the  vessels  were  actually  loaded,  and  waiting  to 
sul  as  soon  as  they  heard  of  tlie  Wert  India  ports  being 
opened]  and  some  of  them,  when  they  arrived  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  found  that  they  had  no  business  there, 
and  were  forced  to  carry  their  cargoes  to  a  port  of  de- 
posite.  As  to  our  vessels  being  blocked  up  by  Uie  ice, 
that  was  out  of  the  question.  Do  we  not  know  that  our 
vessels  go  to  the  West  India  ports  all  the  winter  ?  Wliy, 
jsaid  Mr.  H.,  those  are  tlie  very  places  in  winter  they 
should  go  toj  so  that,  for  ten  months  at  least,  we  might 
have  bad  the  benefit  of  the  trade. 

The  calculation  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  must  be 
wild  indeed,  if  he  supposes  that  three  months  must  tran- 
spire after  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  5th  Octo- 
ber, 1830,  before  the  West  India  trade  couldbe  commenced 
by  us.  If  the  trade  offered  any  proapcct  of  benefit,  every 
adventurer  would  be  watching  and  ready  to  embrace  it. 
TVie  Americans  not  prepared  for  the  tt«de!  What,  sir, 
when  the  President's  proclamation  had  opened  it  to  the 
British  for  two  nKHiths,  and  we  were  expecting  it  every 
d«/  to  be  opened  to  us,  and  we  not  prepared  for  it!  No, 
aoi  the  inerchuitB  were  much  better  prepared  to  under- 
^d  this  trade,  than  tlie  Senator  is  to  discuM  the  subject. 
If  the  trade  were  worth  any  thing,  they  had  ample  time 
to  find  it  out.  And  pray,  sir,  what  was  the  wonderful 
change  which  required  so  much  deliberation  before  our 
merchants  could  venture?  We  had  hitherto  furnished  the 
British  colonies  through  certain  ports  of  depoaite:  if,  in- 
stead of  these,  we  could  go  direct  to  the  places  of  con- 
sumption, did  it  require  much  time  for  deliberation  bow 
to  manage?  Time  for  those  who  understood  a  circuitous 
voyage,  to  consider  how  to  manage  a  direct  one?  Now, 
this  is  wonderful.  The  merchants  must  have  time  to  ar- 
range their  correspondence,  procure  proper  vessels  for  the 
trade,  and  assort  their  cargaes.  And  pray,  sir,  if  the 
trade  were  worth  a  thought,  would  they  not  be  doing  all 
this  from  Uie  moment  of  the  President's  proclamation? 
Proper  Tcssels]  8ir,  I  would  ask  the  Senator  whether  a 
vessel  fit  for  the  trade  to  St.  Barts  and  St.  Thomas  would 
not  be  as  6t  for  Barbadoes  or  Jamuca?  And  I  confess  I 
cannot  well  discover  why  an  assorted  cargo  for  British 
consumption,  through  a  Danish  or  Swedish  port,  would 
not  be  just  as  good  an  assortment  when  transported  di- 
rect. But  I  shall  have  a  word  to  say  about  assorted  car- 
goes when  the  information  comes  which  is  called  for  by 
the  resolutions. 

In  regard  to  the  period  it  did  require  afler  the  procla- 
nution  of  the  Jth  October,  before  information  was  re- 
turned, he  [Mr.  H.]  spoke  from  recoBection  only,  and  he 
50  Stated.  The  Senator  from  Maryland,  it  seems,  does 
not  pretend  to  know,  but  he  speaks  from  conjecture. 
Now,  that  information  might  go  and  return  in  axty  days, 
tiicrc  is  no  doubt}  indeed,  it  is  about  the  ordinaiy  time. 
What  time  the  news  that  the  British  ports  were  open  to 
us  did  arrive,  he  did  not  pretend  to  state  precisely,  but 
he  was  pret^  sure  it  was  in  December;  it  might  be  little 
more  than  two  months  afler  the  proclamation. 
Jn  bis  remu-ka  on  the  third  resolution,  the  Senator  from 


Maryland  is  equally  unfortunate.  He  [Mr.  H.]  did  not 
object  to  the  practice  supposed  by  that  fesolution,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  fraud  on  the  revenues  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  is  of  no  importance  to  us  how  much  the  British 
navigators  in  this  trade  avoid  British  duties,  unless  b^ 
it  they  gun  an  advantage  over  our  navigation.  And  it 
then  does  become  aground  of  complaint.  Our  products, 
say  flour  and  lumber,  carried  to  their  Northern  colonies, 
pay  n  very  trifling,  or  no  duty,  whether  in  American  or 
British  vessels,  and  thus  far  the  trade  is  qiparently  on  an 
equal  footing.  But  these  products  must  ot  transported 
thence  to  the  Southern  cokmiea  in  British  vessels  exclu- 
sively: for  this  is,  by  British  construction,  "coasting 
trade,"  in  which  we  are  not  permitted  to  participate. 
Again:  British  and  American  vessels  can  on  equal  terms 
clear  from  otir  ports  for  the  West  Indies,  and  go  directly 
there.  But  let  it  be  remcmlsered  that  the  duties  in  this 
direct  voyage  on  Uicse  articles  amount  to  a  prohibition. 
Now  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  an  American  vessel 
could  not,  but  a  British  vessel  could,  under  a  false  clear- 
ance from  St.  John's,  clear  from  Richmond  fat  the  West 
Indies,  and  enter  there  by  her  clearance  from  St.  John's, 
and  thus  avoid  the  duty.  This  would  avoid  the  delay  in- 
cident to  a  circuitous  voyage,  and  operate  a  saving  of 
from  $400  to  $600  on  each  cargo.  And,  as  this  circuitous 
voyage  woidd  be  of  no  manner  of  benefit  to  the  British, 
and  the  direct  voyage  would  throw  al!  the  carrying  into 
tlieir  hands,  I,  said  Ur.  H.,  can  see  no  obstacle  to  the 
British  custom-houses  giving  countenance  to  such  a  trans- 
action. Whether  the  Executive  has  any  information,  or 
can  obtain  any,  may  be  doubtful;  at  least,  we  can  ask.  If 
such  a  practice  is  indulged,  and  should  become  general, 
the  whole  carrying  trade  will  inevitably  go  to  the  British. 
Tlie  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Fhidai,  Decxkber  23. 

This  day's  sitting  was  spent  in  the  reception  of  petitions 
and  resolutions,  and  in  acting  on  sundry  private  bills;  and 
then 

ThJ  Senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 

ToHOar,  Dicexbkb  27. 

This  day's  sitting  was  spent  in  disposing  of  a  variety  of 
petitions  and  other  private  buuness. 

WSDSZSOAT,  DECIMBim  S8. 

ARMAMENT  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  following  bill: 

"Be  it  enacted,  &c-  That  tlie,  sum  of  one  million  of 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  tlie 
purchase  of  timber,  iron,  and  other  necessary  materials 
for  artillery  carriages,  and  for  providing  the  cannon,  mor- 
tars, cannon  shot,  slieils,  8cc.  for  the  armament  of  the 
new  fortifications,  and  such  of  the  old  fortifications  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  ought  to  bu  armed:  Fro- 
vided.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be  annually  apphed  to  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

"Sec.  2.  That  tlie  moneys  appropriated  by  this  act 
shail  not  be  transfvri-cd  to  any  other  object  of  expendi- 
ture, nor  shall  any  part  thereof  be  carried  to  the  fund  de- 
nominated the  'surplus  fund.' 

[The  annual  appropriation  has  heretofore  been  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  present  bill  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Smith,  on  leave,  and  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  which  committee  reported 
tlie  bill  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  rfjectcd.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  bill  came  up  to-day,] 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  mi- 
litary committee,  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  should  have  been  glad  to  concur 
with  the  committee  in  their  motion  for  an  indefinite  port- 
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ponement  of  the  bill  under  connderation,  had  they  ^ven 
any  ■atis&ctory  feasons  for  thetr  motion.  He  believed 
now,  and  he  had  long  believed,  thst  an  additional  appm- 
priation  for  ^e  purpose  of  providing  for  the  national  de- 
fence was  a  measure  not  only  de^able,  but  highly 
important  and  necessary,  as  a  precautionary  step  to  pre- 
vent the  danger  of  a  sudden  invasion  from  a  hostile  ftirce, 
and  the  ItMses  and  disgrace  unavmdably  resulting  from  en- 
tering into  a  war  unprepared.  Ten  years  rince  he  hod 
prepared  and  introduced  a  umilar  bill  into  that  House, 
which  had  been  submitted  to  tlie  tlien  Secretary  of  War 
for  his  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  bringing  it  forward, 
and  which  had  been  warmly  approved  by  him,  and 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  fiivorable  consideration  of 
CongresB.  He  had  expressed  some  doubts  of  his  being 
able  to  carry  it  throi^  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
but  conudered  it  of  suffident  importance  to  demand  thdr 
exertion  in  its  favor. 

The  engineer  of  the  department  had  also  deemed  the 
provisions  of  that  bill  of  so  much  importance  as  to  induce 
him  to  make  a  particular  reference  to  it  in  his  report,  as 
having  been  introduced  into  the  Senate,  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  also  &rorably  disposed  towards  it.  That  report, 
said  Hr.  S.,  tells  us  that  it  will  take  twenty  years  to  com- 
plete the  armament  of  these  fortifications,  according  to 
the  present  sum  appropnated  for  that  purpose.  Now,  in 
the  event  of  war  with  any  foreign  Power  within  that 
period,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  how  they  were  to 
prevent  these  fortifications  from  becoming  an  easy  prey 
to  the  enemy.  They  would  be  destitute  of  the  necessary 
weapons  of  defence,  and  of  coune  fkll  into  the  hands  of 
the  hostile  troops,  who  would  take  possession  of  the  forts, 
and  blow  them  up.  It  was  the  object  of  the  biU  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  to  prevent  an  occurrence  of  this  Und 
from  again  disgracing  the  nation.  It  was  founded  on  the 
same  bsiau,  and  embraced  the  same  principles  as  those 
which  had  been  advanced  by  the  previous  bill.  It  waa 
mtended  to  be  similar  in  its  effects  with  those  of  the  pre- 
vious appropriations.  There  was  no  difference  in  the 
pnncmle  between  this  bill  and  that  system  which  had  long 
wnce  been  matured  uid  carried  into  effect  by  the  states- 
men of  a  former  period,  whose  wisdom  had  been  appre- 
dated  and  acknowledged  by  the  nation.  It  waa  only  an 
extension  of  this  pnncjple  wtuch  was  propcoed  by  the 
present  bill.  He  bad  taken  the  pains  to  prepare  and 
introduce  it,  and  he  thoi^t  it  was  a  measure  of  great 
imporUnce,  deserving  the  deliberate  consideration  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  S.  then  went  into  a  statement,  exhibiting  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  various  armories  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  show  that  tlie  present  amount  of  the  appropriation 
(one  hundred  thousand  dollars)  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding arms  and  other  necessaries  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  waa  too  diminutive  to  be  an  inducement  for  Go- 
vernment contractors  to  make  proposals  for  arming  or 
completing  the  fortifications,  or  to  prevent  the  head  of 
that  department  from  making  annual  demands  for  new  ap- 
propriations. This  bill,  by  increa«ng  the  appropriation 
to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  yearly,  would  obviate 
these  objections  and  perhaps  induce  the  contractors  to 
undertake  tlie  arming  and  completion  of  the  public  works 
twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  they  would  do  it  now.  It 
would  also  enable  tliem  to  complete  the  armament  in  ten 
years,  or  one-half  the  time  that  was  required  by  the  pre- 
sent plan.  This  Mr.  8.  considered  an  object  of  great 
miportance,  as  it  would  require  no  more  of  the  public 
funds  to  complete  the  works  in  ten  years,  than  would  be 
necessary  if  they  were  delayed  twenty  years.  He  could 
not  sec  the  propriety  of  an  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  the  grounds  on  which  the 
committee  had  recommended  an  indefinite  postponement 
of  this  measure,  were,  that  it  was  of  a  character  not  en- 
titling it  to  he  ranked  with  those  necesaaf^*  appropriattoni 


wludi  could  not  be  left  unprovided  for  by  Congress,  but 
was  a  mere  measure  of  convenience,  not  of  necessity, 
which  might  well  be  dispensed  with  without  any  real  loss 
or  dis(idvantage  to  the  country.  He  conceived  that  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  this  mea- 
sure was  necesstu^'  to  enable  the  country  to  aVdd  the 
danger  of  sudden  invanon,  was  one  which  the  present 
situation  of  tlua  country,  with  respect  to  ferdyn'Powers, 
did  not  support  He  could  discover  nothing  m  the  poli- 
tical aspect  at  this  time,  indicating  a  danger  that  would 
warrant  the  making  so  lai^ge  an  appropriation,  or,  in  fact, 
any  additional  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  arming 
the  fortifications.  He  did  not  think  that  any  European 
nation  was  disposed  to  enter  into  a  war  with  this  country. 
There  was,  on  the  contrary,  abundant  evidence  of  their 
cUaposition  to  cultivate  the  friendly  rebtions  now  subsist- 
ing between  them,  and  wUch  it  was  the  determination  of 
this  Government  to  reciprocate.  But  if  there  should  a 
rupture  take  place  with  any  foreign  Power,  there  would 
undoubtedly  be  sufficient  warning  given  to  the  country 
to  enable  them  to  prepare  for  the  event  We  were  not 
situated  like  the  nations  of  Europe,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  powerful  and  warlike  rivals,  wiih  armies  restless  from 
inactivity,  and  ready  to  invade  the  territories  of  contigu- 
ous Powers  at  the  command  of  their  sovereign.  We  were 
ntuated  at  so  great  a  distance  from  any  powerful  nation, 
that  the  argument  which  the  gentleman  had  used,  though 
it  might  apply  to  Europe,  was  quite  inapplicable  to  our 
country.  If  at  any  time  the  aspect  of  affairs  should  be 
even  threatening,  it  might  then  be  advisable  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  this  nature.  But,  as  we  were_^  now 
situated,  there  were  other  objects  far  more  deserving  of 
our  attention.  He  should  oppose  this  measure,  on  the 
principle  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  grant  an  appropriation 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dolhirs  at  this  time  to  any  object 
that  could  weH  be  dispensed  with,  or  which  was  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  meet  the  exigendes  of  the  country. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  the  national  expenditures  regularly 
increasing,  and  such  a  dispontion  to  augment  them  still 
more. 

Mr.  B.  added,  that  the  meaaore  wai  not  supported  by 
any  recommendation  from  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government  The  committee  had,  according  to  usage, 
sent  the  bill  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  whom  it  was 
returned,  without  objection,  but  without  any  particular 
recommendation. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  he  was  equally  unwilling  with 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  enter  into  unnecessary 
and  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  public  moneyj  but 
we  had  erected  fortifications  at  great  expense,  and  he 
thought  it  a  prudent  and  necessary  measure  to  provide 
them  with  arms  for  tlieir  defence;  otherwise,  they  would 
be  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  the  first  enemy  that 
might  appear  on  our  shorts,  and  choose  to  advance  ^inst 
them.  Notwithstanding  the  reasons  that  have  been  urged 
by  the  gentleman,  he  was  still  disposed  to  consider  this 
appropriation  a  measure  of  prudent  foresight  and  wise 
precaution.  In  answer  to  the  argument  that  we  were  not 
liable  to  be  called  into  sudden  war,  he  would  appeal  to 
the  facts  which  were  well  known  that  transpired  during 
the  last  war.  At  that  time  we  found  ourselves  engaged 
with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  world,  pro- 
vided at  every  point  for  attack  or  defence,  in  a  contest 
which  threatened  the  existence  of  our  liberty,  and  on  our 
parttotally  unprepared.  I  was  at  Baltimore,  said  Mr.  S., 
when  the  British  troopsapproachedthat  dty,  and  witness- 
ed the  evils  of  neglecting  tn  time  of  peace  to  prepare  far 
war.  I  was  engaged  at  that  time  in  examining  the  fortress 
below  the  city,  to  ascerf^n  its  ability  to  stand  the  expect- 
ed attack,  and  found  but  five  guns  in  that  important 
fortress  on  which  to  rely  for  the  defence  of  tiie  fort  and 
of  the  dty.  In  this  dilemma  he  was  induced,  from  the 
neee^y  of  the  cue,  to  apply  his  private  fortune  to  pro- 
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vide  for  the  deficiency  of  the  public  appropriations.  The 
Government  had  \eti  the  works  unarmed,  and  unprovided 
with  the  necessary  means  of  defence.  We  found  our- 
aelvea  engaged  in  a  war,  and  inir  country  actually  mvaded 
by  the  enemy,  befive  the  fbnifieations  were  armed,  which 
were  necessary  to  save  the  country  from  bein^  ravaged, 
and  the  public  buil^ngsand  monuments  from  destruction. 
How,  said  Mr.  S.,  can  we  expect  to  get  through  another 
war  with  safety  or  success,  without  providing  now,  while 
we  are  at  peace,  and  have  the  means,  for  future  events 
of  this  nature,  which  it  u-as  natural  to  suppose  would 
ag»n  occur.'  War  will  come,  and  without  such  an  appro- 
priation we  must  set  throt^  it  as  we  did  before,  by  acci- 
dent. His  ftiend  from  New  Jersey  had  expressed  the 
opinion  that  we  were  not  in  want  of  arms;  we  had  already 
aa  many  as  were  necessary,  and  if  we  had  more,  he  did 
not  know  what  we  should  do  with  them.  This,  Mr.  8. 
considered  mere  anticipation — nothing  more.  He  wished 
the  bill  mif^t  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Sxitb,]  that  he  did  not  conuder  that  the 
bet  of  our  having  been  in  aome  measure  unprepared  for 
the  last  war  at  its  conuDencement,  any  argument  in  proof 
of  the  position  that  we  should  again  be  unprepared  for 
auch  an  event,  if  we  took  inttt  conuderation  the  extensive 
preparations  which  had  been  made  for  the  national  defence 
within  the  last  twenty  years.  Our  navy  had  rapidly  in- 
creased in  magnitude  and  power;  our  seaboard  was  lined 
with  fortresses,  and  our  armories  filled  with  munitions 
and  arms,  ready  for  use  whenever  occasion  might  re- 
quire. The  gentleman  from  Maiyland  had  appealed  to 
the  last  war  in  proof  of  the  argtiment  Of  our  Isbili^  to 
danger  and  su^n  surprise.  If  his  recollection  served 
him,  Mr.  H.  sud  it  was  not  England,  but  the  United 
States  that  struck  the  first  blow  in  that  contest^  and  if  we 
were  unprepared  for  it,  it  was  our  own  fault.  He  did  not 
apprehend  this  ailment  would  have  much  force  when 
we  consider  the  situation  of  this  country,  and  its  relations 
to  fbreigq  Powers.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
Btan's  Msertion,  that  we  should  be  unable  to  sustsan  a  war 
if  an  event  of  that  nature  should  again  occur.  He  bad  no 
fear*  or  apprehension  of  this  description  to  alarm  him, 
and  urge  him  into  extraordinary  appropriations  for  safety 
or  defence.  But,  if  the  gentleman's  ailment  of  danger 
and  surprise  was  correct,  he  did  not  see  the  propriety  of 
doubling  that  danger,  for  now  the  enemy  coflid  only  take 
the  naked  fbrtifieationat  but,  if  tlus  measure  was  adopted, 
they  wooU  have  an  opportuni^  not  onlv  to  destroy  the  forts, 
battake  possession  orthe  arms  also.  If'we  made  this  appro> 
priation,  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  stilt  fiirther,  and 
provide  for  the  manning  of  the  forts,  by  nuring  a  suitable 
army,  to  prevent  those  arms  from  becoming  weapon!  of 
attack  instead  of  defence. 
In  concltision,  Mr.  H.  observed  that  he  considereclthe 

E resent  appropriation  amply  sufficient,  and  should  not 
e  in  favor  of  granting  an  mcrcMed  sum  for  this  purpose, 
while  the  pobtical  horizon  was  as  clear  as  it  at  present 
appeared  to  be,  and  gave  no  indication'  of  imme^ate  dan- 
^r  fma  any  quarter.  If  there  should  be  any  apprehen- 
sion in  future  of  ^  war,'  it  would  then  be  proper  to  make 
further  provision;  and  a  few  weeks,  or  a  few  months,  at 
least,  wmild  be  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  them  to  procure 
arms,  and  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  defence. 

Mr.  HAYNfi  said  that  he  was  opposed  not  only  to  the 
proviMHia  of  the  bill,  but  he  objected  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  brought  forward.  He  conndered  that  it  waa 
an  advisable  course  to  mark  out  and  mature  some  plan  of 
proceeding,  and  adhefe  to  it(  such  a  plan  had  been  adopt- 
ed in  r^;*rd  to  arming  the  fortifications,  and  bad  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Government,  and  he  thought  it  should 
be  strictly  adhered  to.  By  this  plan,  a  provinon  was 
made  for  the  gradual  perfection  of^  the  national  defence, 
by  an  appropriation  of  9100,000  annually  for  the  advance- 


ment of  the  object  which  was  embraced  in  this  bill.  Not- 
withstanding w4iich,  this  measure  proposed  to  change  the 
entire  system,  without  giving  any  reasons  for  doing  so, 
without  the  d^itest  prospect  of  war,  or  any  evidence  that 
the  measure  was  called  for,  either  by  the  exigendes  of 
the  country,  without  being  recommended  by  the  Pren- 
dent  or  the  officers  of  the  Navy  or  War  Department  by 
appropriating  one  million  of  dollars  for  this  purpose — a 
sum  Urger  than  had  ever  before  been  appropriated  for 
such  an  object.  The  measure  appeared  to  be  of  a  novel 
character,  and  was  thus  regarded  by  the  committee  to 
which  it  was  referred,  and  which  had  recommended  ita 
indefinite  postponement.  The  gentleman  Itam  Maryland 
[Mr.  Smith]  had  intimated  that  the  Executive  would, 
probably,  look  with  &Tor  upon  this  measure;  but  it  was 
one  that  involved  high  Rsponsibility,  and  which  should  not 
be  volunteered  in  advance  upon  a  mere  suggestion  that  the 
Government  would  not  oppose  it.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  course  pursued,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  Dill  should 
not  be  acted  on  without  having  emanated  from  tile  proper 
source,  and  passed  the  channel  through  which  aiich  mea- 
sures usually  come.  This  responnbili^  should  not  be 
incurred,  or  this  large  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
granted  by  Congress,  without  the  particular  reeommen' 
(tation  of  the  President,  or  the  heads  of  departments.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  bad  said  that  it  would  take 
twenty  years  to  complete  the  arming  of  the  forts,  accord- 
ing to  the  prexent  appropriation.  But,  air,  said  Mr.  H., 
it  will  probably  take  that  time  to  finish  the  lertifications 
themselves,  and  there  would  be  time  enough  to  think  of 
amung  them  after  they  were  completed.  The  gentleman 
had  nude  tise  of  an  argument  tn  support  of  his  measure, 
wh'ch  was  wise  in  itself,  but  which  had  been  much  abused 
in  this  country;  he  alluded  to  the  maxim,  *'  in  peace  pre- 
pare for  war."  It  was  an  ailment  which  had  been  made 
use  of  on  almost  eveiy  occasion,  for  almost  every  purpose, 
in  support  of  the  wildest  schemes  of  legislittion.  If  pro- 
tection was  wanted  for  a  manufucturing  establishment,  it 
must  be  granted,  because  the  soldier  must  have  a  woollen 
coat.  If  an  appropriation  was  wanted  to  fill  with  pap  the 
hungry  jawa  of  some  Government  contractor,  the  same 
maxim  was  made  to  apply  successfully  to  Justify  the  de- 
mand. Thus,  whenever  an  appropriation  for  any  purpose 
was  wanted,  this  favorite  maxim  was  always  at  hand  to 
sanctioi\  the  measure. 

It  had  been  ui^ed  that  tiiis  appropriation  was  necessary 
to  prevent  surprise  and  danger.  But,  said  Mr.  H.,  there 
is  notiiing  in  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  with  which 
we  are  surrounded  to  make  this  appropriation  necessary. 
The  settied  ppUcy  of  the  cmintry  was  peace  with  all  na- 
tions. It'was  undoubtedly  a  wise  policy,  and  one  in  wliich 
the  natirni  would  persevere.  From  the  nations  of  Europe 
there  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended.  It  was  undoubtedly 
the  interest  of  tiie  wliole  world  to  be  at  peace  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Peace  was  the  natural  con- 
dition of  this  country,  and  it  was  fi>r  that  conation  that 
we  ought  to  legislate,  not  for  war,  wluch  none  here  m'^t 
live  to  see. 

There  was  another  observation  made  use  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  namely,  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  should  be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue.  On 
this  score  Mr.  H.  felt  no  anxiety.  We  had  seen  bills  re- 
ported demanding  appropriations  of  more  than  ten  millions 
of  dollars.  Mr.  H.  said  his  method  to  avoid  tlie  perplexity 
in  which  the  gentleman  seemed  to  be,  was  simple  and 
natural — it  was  to  leave  the  surplus  money  in  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  where  it  belonged,  and  from  whence  it 
could  not  be  rightfully  taken,  wlthoift  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  indispensably  required  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  had  remarked  that  our 
expenditures  were  annually  increasing,  notwitiisUnding 
the  cry  of  retrenchment  and  reformt  and  he  saw  no  pro*. 
pect  of  amendment.  Ever  since  he  ladjiad  the  honor  of  a 

Digitized  by  VjOOgIC 


31 


GALES  &.  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


SlKATB.] 


Du/if  m  Alum  Salt. 


[Die.  39,  30,  1831- 


seat  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  had  been  r^idly  increaunff.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  had  asked,  vhat  are  ve  to  do  with  our 
money  >  [Mr.  SMITII  interrupted  Mr.  H.  to  say  that  he 
had  not  mafle  use  of  the  expres«on.]  Mr.  H.  said  he 
stood  corrected.  It  was  an  expression  which  wr9  usual  on 
such  occasions,  and  he  hart  understood  the  gentleman  to 
have  used  it.  He  concluded  with  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  would  set  an  example  of  retrench- 
ment, ai]d  show  a  disposition  not  tiT  gt>  beyond  the  neces- 
sary appropriations  to  meet  the  unavoidable  expenses  of 
the  Government. 

He  hoped  they  would  sec  the  necessity  of  lightening 
the  public  burdens,  and  that  neither  the  idie  api>rehen- 
sion  of  war,  nor  any  other  motive,  would  induce  Congress 
to  pursue  a  course  of  extravagant  expenditure,  or  adopt 
unconstitutional  modes  of  disposing  of  the  surpUis  reve- 
nue. Their  attention  could  not  be  too  earnestly  directed 
to  the  removal  of  unequal  and  excessive  taxation.  He 
ahould  oppose  the  bill  on  the  pviuid  that  it  was  one  of  a 
numerous  class  that  were  not  called  fbr  by  the  real  neces- 
■ity  ariNng  from  the  condition  of  the  countiyt  and  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  deKbcrate  and  marked  expression 
of  tne  sense  of  the  Senate  in  deci^ngthc  question,  he 
would  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  there  was  something  extraor- 
dinary in  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. His  reasoning  seemed  to  convey  the  idea  that  they 
were  wide  «part  in  their  vtews,  when,  in  fact,  they  were  of 
the  same  opinion.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  entirely. 
He  was  as  much  in  favor  of  retrenchment  as  any  gentle- 
man who  heard  him,  and  was  equally  averse  to  entering 
into  any  extravagant  and  useless  expenditures.  The^e  had 
been  a  charge  of  this  kind  made  during  the  preceding 
year,  which  had  induced  the  people  to  examine  into  the 
correctness  of  the  assertion.  A  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  express  pn):pose  of  making  a  strict  inqiiir)-; 
and,  after  carefully  investigating  the  subject,  they  reported 
that  they  found  nothing  of  that  character.  There  had 
been  large  appropriations  for  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement, but  nothing  had  been  done  to  provide  for  the 
armament  of  the  fortincations.  The  bill  npw  before  the 
Senate  was  of  the  same  character  and  description  with 
that  which  had  heretofore  been  passed  and  carried  into 
effect  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy.  It  was  to  that 
provision,  and  that  principle,  that  we  were  indebted  for 
the  present:  prosperous  condition  of  our  naval  armament. 
The  statesman  who  proposed  and  carried  that  measure 
into  effect,  acted  on  the  same  principle  which  he  was  now 
advocating.  The  wisdom  of  that  measure  was  universally 
acknowlea^d,  and  its  adi'antages  apprecjated  by  the 
nation.  Such  a  measure,  said  Mr.  S.,  could  not  be  car* 
ried  through  Congress  at  this  day.  The  gentleman  from 
Maine  had  stud  that  we  should  increase  the  danger  by 
adopting  this  bill.  In  answer  to  that  objection,  he  ob- 
served, that  though  it  was  true  that  we  were  destitute  of 
regular  troops,  we  should  never  want  for  men  to  defend 
these  works;  the  spirit  of  patriotism  which  pervaded  the 
hearts  of  freemen  would  never  suffer  them  to  permit  a 
foreign  enemy  to  take  their  arms  from  their  hands  with 
impunity.  There  was  no  danger  of  our  incurring  this  dis- 
gracei  it  was  not  men  but  arms  that  were  wanted. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr 
Smra,  and  in  further  explanation  of  the  views  of  the 
military  committee  in  recommending  the  rejection  of  the 
billf  when 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  indefinite  postpone 
ment,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  foHows: 

YEAS. — Messrs,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Clay. 
Uickerson,  KwingV  Foot,  Foraj'lh,  Frelinghuysen,  Grun 
dy,  Hanna,  Hayne,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kane,  Mangum,  Marcy, 
Miller>  Moore,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinaon,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Tomlinion,  Troup,  Tyler,  White, Wilkins.— 31. 


NAYS.— Meaara.    Bibb,  Dallas, 
Knight,  ailabee.  Smith.— 7. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Dudley,  Johnston, 


Trursdat,  December  29. 
Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  BENTON  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  abolish  the  duty  on 
alum  salt;  which  was  introduced  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  spent  on  petitions  and 
private  hills. 

Fridat,  Dkckmber  30. 
DUTY  ON  ALUM  SALT. 
The  bill  to  abolisli  the  duty  on  alum  salt  having  receiv- 
ed its  second  reading,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BENl'ON 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  that  the  bill  ought  to  tjdce  another 
direction,  and  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufiic- 
tnres.  Not  perceiving  the  chairman  of  tliat  committee  in 
his  place — [At  that  moment  Mr.  DicKEHsoir  caught  the 
eye  of  Mr.  C,  who  gave  way  to  him.] 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that,  in  some  points  of  view,  it 
might  be  proper  to  give  to  the  bill  the  direction  su^sted 
by  tiie  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  It  interfered  with  an 
important  part  of  our  manufactures.  He  therefore  moved 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  CLATT  said  that  he  considered  this  question,  al- 
duAjghone  merelyof  reference,  as  involving  some  import- 
ance. If  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
such  a  commitment  would  impijf  that  tiie  home  manu- 
facture was  unwortl^  of  any  connderation.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  reference  ofit  to  the  Committee  on  Manu&ctures 
would  require  of  that  committee  a  ftill  consideration  of  the 
effect  upon  the  manufacturer  and  the  consumer,  likely  to 
be  produced  by  a  still  further  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt. 
It  has  been  said  that  if  we  withdraw  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  articles  subject  to  duty,  because  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country  might  be  affected,  that  committee 
would  have  nothing  to  do.  Bui  was  it  not  equally  true 
that,  if  all  subjects,  touching  tiie  revenue,  were,  for  that 
reason,  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  Committee  on  Hanuftc- 
tures,  and  assigned  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  would  have  notWng  to  do?  The 
respective  provinces  of  the  two  committees  were  plainly 
marked  by  tlie  nature  of  the  two  classes  of  articles  liable 
to  duties.  One  ia  produced  or  manufactured  within,  the 
other  out  of  tiie  country — one  is  tiie  protected  class,  the 
other  unprotected.  Whatever  falls  directiy  within  the 
^stemofprotection,  appertainatotheCommitteeon  Manu- 
factures, and  the  unprotected  class  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

•Phis  was  not  a  time  to  discuss  the  propnety  of  a  further 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt.  Such  a  time  would  doubt- 
less occur  in  the  progress  of  thesession.  But  he  must  sny 
that  it  struck  him  to  be  inexpedient  so  soon  again  to  legis- 
late on  the  subject  In  May,  1830,  Congress  had  repeal- 
ed onc-half  of  the  duty  then  existing,  the  repeal  as  to  five 
cents  to  take  effect  on  the  31st  of  December  of  that  year, 
and  as  to  the  other  five,  on  the  Slst  of  December  of  this 
year,  that  is,  to-morrow.  Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of 
a  country,  all  concurred  in  the  utility  of  its  hems  steady 
aiwl  settied.  It  did  seem  to  him  to  be  reasonable  to  wait 
a  while  to  see  the  practical  effect  of  the  law  of  1830,  at 
least  to  sec  all  parts  ofit  go  into  operation  before  we  again 
acted.  He  was  aware  of  the  necessity  of  adapting  the 
revenue  of  the  country  to  the  expenditure  of  the  country, 
after  the  extinction  of  the^jublic  debt;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  proper  anwigement  of  the  revenue,  he  was  wil- 
ling now  to  act  on  the  auppoation  of  the  entire  payment 
of  the  small  remnant  of  the  debt.  But,  whatever  was 
I  done,  he  tnisted  that  the  system  of  protection  would  be 
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-prescrred — that  system  under  which  this  country  had  at- 
tained unparalleled  prosperity.  Among'  the  essential  ar^- 
clea  which  it  embraces  are  salt,  iron,  woollens,  cotton, 
hemp,  and  leather.  If  a  gentleman  can  on  one  day  ^iv; 
notice  of  his  intenUon  to  introduce  a  bill  respecting^  either 
of  those  articles,  and  when  his  bill  is  presented  more  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  anodier  may  pur- 
sue the  same  course  in  reference  to  another  article,  and 
thus  the  whole  subject,  by  separate  bills,  be  withdrawn 
from  the  appropriate  comntHtee,  and  assigned  to  that  of 
finance.  Mr.  C.  did  not  think  this  was  ri{flit  And,  re- 
j^ardinff  this  movement  as  one  of  thesirns  of  the  times,  he 
should  call  for  the  yeas  and  na3rs,  attttough  it  had  never 
been  his  custom  to  make  such  calls. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

lir.  DICKERSON  said  tliat  he  viewed  this  question  to 
be  of  but  little  importance  to  the  finances  of  the  country  t 
but,  in  another  point  of  view,  it  was  one  which  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  nation.  The  question  whether 
they  diould  or  ohodld  not  abandon  the  protecting  system, 
in  regard  to  this  article^  would  be  determined  by  this  bill. 
He  objected  to  its  provisions  as  being  partial  and  not  of 
general  application  even  to  the  article  of  salt  itself.  There 
were  two  kinds  of  salt  manufactured  in  the  country;  one 
was  evaporated  by  the  sun,  the  other  by  the  application 
of  6re(  and  these  twa  modes  of  manufacturing  the  article 
were  freqiieBtly  both  carried  on  in  tlie  same  e^blishment. 
Now  this  bill  proposed  to  takeoff  the  duty  on  one  of  these 
lunds  of  salt,  and  made  no  imnniion  fiir  the  other — a 
Gonne  of  proceeding'  which  did  not  strike  him  to  be  just 
«r  expedient.  He  considered  the  question  of  reference 
one  of  Bttfe  consequence,  but  the  measure  itself  would 
have  an  important  bearing  on  the  interest  of  the  saltmaitu- 
£u:toties  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  the  practice  had  always  been  to 
re&r  a  bill  of  this  character  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
The  bill  belonged  to  that  class  of  measures  which  went  to. 
(lie  reduction  of  the  rerenue  consequent  upon  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  public  debtf  it  belong  to  that  class  of  bills 
which  comprehended  the  whole  hiie  of  policy  connected 
with  that  reduction,  and  tlierefore  t]ie  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, who  were  charged  with  adjusting  the  revenue  to  be 
collected  to  the  amountof  the  revenue  needed  for  the  sup- 
pwt  of  the  Government.  It  was  generally  admitted  that  a 
lai^  redaction  of  rc  venu  e  oug^t  to  be  made ;  the  Committee 
on  Kmnee  had  that  subject  under  consideration,  and  this 
billmiriittobesentto  them,  as  beinga  part  of  the  subject 
with  wluch  tliey  were  occupied.  If  you  take  this  bill  from 
(bat  committee  because  salt  ia  made  in  the  United  States, 
you  may  witlidraw  all  the  viibjects  of  revenue  from  them, 
by  an  application  of  the  same  rule  to  other  subjects;  and 
the  tevenues  of  the  country  nu^t  be  lost  j^gbt  of  in  iniU- 
viduaJ  olyects. 

Hr.  IIATNE  said  tliat  the  prapos'ition  to  refer  a  bill  to 
any  of  the  stan^ng  committees' of  the  Senate  usually  ex- 
cited but  Uttle  interest,  because,  in  most  cases,  the  merits 
of  the  questipn  could  be  as  well  examined  and  decided  by 
one  conmuttee  as  another.  But  the  question  now  before 
the  Senate  was  assuming  vast  importance  from  the  course 
wtuch  the  debate  had  tuen.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  BzHTOv]  had  introduced  a  bill  to  take  off  the 
duty  from  alum  nit,  and,  as  such  a  measure  must  of  course 
jdTect  the  revenue,  had  very  propcriv  moored  to  conmit  it 
to  the  Comnuttee  on  Knanoe.  To  this  the  Staator  from 
Kentucky  {Mr.  Clat]  had  strenuously  objteted,  and  in- 
sisted that  tfae  bill  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. HebadurgedMiatthebiltshouldtakethisdirection, 
because  ittouched  the  protectingsystem,  and  embcacedone 
oftbeoKwtimportantmanu&cturesofthecountry.  But,said 
Mr.  H.,  doesnot^thc  duty  on  salt  also  touch  the  revenue? 
Uid,  what  is  more  important,  does  it  not  operate  as  a  heavy 
tu  upon  the  whole  body  of  the  people?  And  are  we, 
nottrHhrtandiBg*  ^  •umne  the  subject  with  anngle  eye 
Vok  Tin.— ^ 


to  tlie  protection  which  may  be  afforded  by  the  existing 
law  to  the  manufitcturer?  But  there  was  oue  view  of  the 
subject  which  was  conclusive  to  show  that  the  appropri- 
ate reference  of  this  subject  was  td  the  Committee  on  Ft- 
nancej  and  here  he  was  happy  to  find  hiiMelf  supported 
by  the  admission  of  the  Senator  &om  Kentucky  liunself, 
made  but  a  few  days  ago.  That  gentleman  had  then  said 
(what  he  has  repeated  here  to-daj-^  tliat  the  period  had 
arrived  for  a  general  modification  of  the  tariff,  to  be  found- 
ed on  the  approaching  extinction  of  tlie  public  debt,  and 
he  did,  .on  that  occasion,  exprenly  declare  that  it  was  im* 
possible  to  act  wisely  upon  the  subject,  without  takii^ 
one  broad  and  connected  view  of  the  whole  subjecti  tlud 
it  was  impossible  to  decide  what  r«^etton  00^^  to  be 
mads  upon  one  ortiole,  without  taking  into  eonsideratiatt 
the  reductions  to  be  made  upon  other  articlesi  tint  it  was 
impossible  to  determine  what  rate  of  duties  should  be  im- 
posed upon  tlie  protected  articlfes^  without  also  taking  into 
consideratipn  the  unprotected  articlest  in  short,  that  the 
whole  system  must  undergo  a  careful  and  judidooi  revi* 
sion.  Now,  if  these  views  of  the  gentleiun  be  correctt 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they  lead  ureaatibly  to  the  con- 
clusion thit  tliis  bill  ought  not  to  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures.  That  committee,  as  has  been  admitted, 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  public  revenue.  It 
is  their  business  (according  to  the  Known  views  of  the 
chaii-man  of  that  tiommittee)  to  look  to  the  interests  of 
the  manufacturers  alone,  and  to  see  that  Uie  protecting 
system  is  preserved  unimpaired.  That  enlai|^  and  go» 
prehenaive  view,  therefi}M>,  of  the  whole  ground,  which 
IS  necessary  to  enable  us  to  decide  on  the  modificatioiw 
proper  to  be  made  at  this  time  in  our  revenue  system,  can- 
not be  taken  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  The 
whole  subject  is  not  before  them.  They  must,  of  neces- 
sity, in  the  performance  of  thor  appropriate  duties,  take 
a  partial,  linutc<l,  and  one-nded  view  of  the  question.  If 
we  admit,  for  the  sake-of  theai|^m«it,  that  the  claims  of 
the  manufiictairers  fw  protection  properly  belong  to  the 
Committee  Ou  Manu&eture^  surely  this  rule  cannot  apply 
to  a  great  crlns  like  the  jiresent  in  the  affiutsi  of  this  coun- 
try-—^when  tlie  approaching-  extinction  of  the  pubhc  d^t 
ia  about  to  relieve  the  treasury  of  a  chai^  often  or  twelve 
mitliqns  of  dollars  annually,  and  when,  b^  common  con* 
sent,  a  new  system  of  finance  is  to  be  devised,  and  a  new 
tariff  enacted,  adapted  to  this  new  and  proved  comU- 
tion  of  the  oounby.  The  Comndttee  on  Finance,  as  we 
all  know,  have  tw  whole  matter  ah-eady  before  them. 
The  chairman  tells  as,  indeed,  that  they  have  already 
made  great  pK^ress  in  maturing  a  biUt  and  every  gentle- 
man must  see  wtX  it  is  utterly  imposnble  for  them  to  com- 
plete the  task  which  has  been  assigned  them,  without  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  entire  subject,  and  determinit^ 
what  duties  riisU  be  hnposed  on  the  protected  as  well  a* 
the  unprotected  article»7«ah,  amoiw-  the  nsL  Mr.  H. 
repeated,  therefore,  that  at  this  crisis  it  would  be  insol- 
uble to  refer  one  class  of  cases  to  one  committoe,  and 
another  civs  to  another,  irithout  produoiw  the  most  in- 
extricable confusion.  If  the  viewa  which  had  this  day  been 
presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
should  prevail,  what  would  be  the  consequence?  We  are 
about  to  take  a  review  of  the  whole  tariff  system,  with  the 
deMgn  of  reduong  the  revenue  to  #13,000,000.  And  it 
is  proposed  to  oonpn^  ^  Comndtte*  on  Finance  to  one 
class— the  umrotected  articles— such  itf  wines,  te«i^  dlki^ 
be,  wlule  all  the  protected  articles,  cotton),  woollen^ 
iron,  sugar,  &c.  are  to  be  ezduavely  confided  to  the  care 
of  the  Committee  on  lilanufactures.  Now,  bow  could  the 
Committee  on  Finance  possibly  say  what  reduction  should 
be  made  on  wines  and  silks,  unless  they,  at  the  same  tim^ 
determine  the  reduction  to  be  made  on  cottons,  woollens, 
andiron?  If  things  are  to  take  ^course,  the  coniequen- 
ces  may  be  eaulv  foreseen.  The  Comnuttee  on  liana- 
tactures,  who  will  have  the  imtceted  artioUs  under  .their 
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cire,  and  whote  opinion  on  thb  subject  is  pretty  well 
known,  will  recommend  no  reduction  whaterer  on  these 
article*,  and  the  Conmdttee  on  Finance*  if  they  are  to  be 
fx>nfined  to  the  unprotected  articles,  will  hare  noOiinfj  to 
do  but  to  recommend  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  these 
articlea.  Gentlemen  tni^ht,  perhaps,  consider  such  an 
arrangement  aa  constitutmg  a  judicious  revision  of  the 
tariff;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  be  would  consider  a  repeal  of  all  duties  on  the 
unprotected  articles,  while  the  duties  on  the  others  should 
remun  untouched,  as  the  wont  of  all  possible  adjustments, 
of  tint  {p«at  question  which  now  agitates  and  disturbs  the 
whole  country;  and  it  was  because  he  conandered  the  mo- 
tion now  made  as  equivalent  to  ti  declaration  that  the  pro- 
teetinr  system  was  to  remain  untouched,  and  to  be  main- 
trined In  all  its  rigor;  in  fact  that  nothing  was  to  be  yielded 
to  the  just  expectations  of  the  country,  that  he  earnestly 
deriilea  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator  fhim  Kentucky 
dioold  not  prerul.  Should  it  do  so,  he  lAtould  entertain 
rery  feeble  hopes  of  sedng  any  reduction  of  duties  on  the 
protected  articles,  durtog'tbepresentsesnon;  for,  sure  he 
was  that  no  such  reduction  would  be  recommended  by 
the  Committee  on  Manu&ctures.  Mr.  H.  concluded  by 
saying  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  an  advo- 
cate of  the  bill  before  the  Senate  in  the  precise  form  in 
which  it  was  presented.  The  duty  on  salt,  as  an  article 
of  neceiaibr,  should  doubtless  be  m  very  moderate  one,  but 
he  doubted  the  propriety  of  removing  it  entirely,  and  be 
should  certidnl^  be  disposed  to  extend  the  redaction  to 
«Tery  description  of  salt.  AH  these,  howerer,  are  ques- 
tions for  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CLAY  (in  reply  to  Mr.  HatnsJ  said,  it  was  true 
he  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  remarkea  that  the  question 
of  an  arrangement  of  the  public  revenue,  in  reference  to 
the  payment  of  the  publlo  debt,  required  a  deriberate 
lurv^  of  all  Hie  great  interests  of  the  'eounby,  and  con- 
■equentty  ■  gUnce  at  all  the  dutiei^  whether  on  protected 
or  unprotected  articles.  He  still  thought  sot  *nd  he  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as  then  ex- 
pressing a  siomar  opinion.  But  the  biUunder  consideration 
was  not  bis.  It  was  here  brought  by  the  gentleman  fivm 
Missouri,  who  Iws  tboug4it  prt^er  to  present  a  single  iso- 
-Uted  Bobjeet.  And  the  question  howjihaU  we  aiiMae 
of  It'  If  it  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  it  will  be 
■  considered  exelusiTcly  in  respect  to  revenue.  If  to  the 
Committee  on  &IanufSu:t(ires,  they  will  examine  it  in  con- 
nexion with  the  system  of  which  it  forms  part.  In  the 
course  of  the  session  perhaps  some  colli»on  may  arise  in 
the  action  of  tiiose  two  cumnuttees.  If  the  Comnuttee 
on  Manufactures  should  sometimes  draw  subjects  to  it 
of  doubtful  character,  the  Committee  on  Finance  will  pro- 
bi^lr  do  the  aame.   But  this  is  not  one. 

The  proposed  reduction  of  du^  affects  an  important 
artide  of  me  manuftctures  of  the  country.  It  affected 
every  descriptioq  of  salt  which  they  produced.  Tlie  ope- 
raition  of  the  measure  was  not  confined  to  the  salt  made 
by  solar  evaporation  on  the  coasts  North  Carolina  and 
Mew  England,  but  it  extended  to  the  great  manufiictures 
in  the  western  port  of  New  York,  where,  by  the  same 
process,  salt  was  produced,  though  not  from  marine  wa- 
ter. And  it  readied  all  other  manufiwtures,  by  whatever 
process  they  operated.  If  any  question  were  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  it  was  surely  tlits. 
It  leys  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the  American  manufacture; 
and  a  measure  of  such  fatal  tendency  ought  to  be  examin- 
ed deliberately  by  the  proper  committee.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  would  concur  in  diis  opinion. 

Mr.  SBCITH  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
well  knew  that  this  mibjcct  wu  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Wa^  and  Means  in  the  other  House.    A  number  of 


take  this  duty  from  that  committee,  wltich  had  always 
performed  h,  and  make  a  new  reference,  without  any  new 
reason  or  motive  fer  doing  so^  When  it  fklls  into  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Manufiictui-es,  it  would  be  re- 
garded-  only  in  a  political  point  of  view,  without  a  refer- 
ence to  the  finance  or  revenue  of  the  country.  Now, 
the  object  of  this  cliiss  of  measures  was,  to  reduce  the 
revenue  from  its  present  amount  down  to  about  fifteen 
millions  annually.  This  object  would  be  entirdy  toit 
mght  of  if  it  was  referred  to  tltat  committee.  They 
could  not  take  up  the  whole  subject.  The  Committee 
on  Finance,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  had  long  had 
this  subject  under  consideration,  and  had  labored  hard 
to  mature  a  plan  for  the  new  system,  and  he  thought 
the  subject  should  not  now  be  Uken  out  of  their  hands. 
The  committee  found  it  difficult  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
how  to  act  on  some  pointsi  and  he  did  not  yet  know  the 
full  extent  of  their  meanires.  It  would  tak^  ■ome  tone 
to  come  to  a  decision  on  all  the  ptnnts  under  considera- 
tion. Tlie  RvntlcniRn  from  Kentucky  had  said  that  it 
wonid  be  advisable  to  examine  into  the  expe£ency  of 
reducing  the  duty  on  iron  and  other  articles.  He  would 
answer,  that  there  had  been  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
that  article,  but  not  any  reduction  on  the  article  of  salt. 
If  we  proceeded  to  repeal  tlie  duty  on  articles  imported 
from  one  foreign  nation,  we  must  repeal  it  on  others  im- 
ported from  other  nations,  which  claimed,  and  hadatigfat 
by  treaty,  to  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  the  rnoet  favored 
nation.  It  would  be  necettsary  to  make  some  provinon 
of  this  nature,  to  accompany  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
salt,  should  that  bill  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied.  The  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Hatiti}  objected  to  die  bill  because  it  tlid  not 
go  &r  enough;  but  that  m'as  an  objection  to  a  detail,  and 
subject  to  a  motion  for  amendment.  The  Senator  from 
Ifoiyland  [Mr.  Smitb]  objected  lo4t  because  tt  made  a 
distinction  which  might  prejudice  Great  Britain,  andmake 
ill  feelings  towards  the  United  States.  Not  so,  Mr.  B. 
said.  Turk's  Island  was  hers,  and  would  send  the  greatest 
proportion  of  alum  salt.  Besides,  the  distinction  was  not 
new  to  Great  Britain.  She  had  made  it  herself,  before 
she  abdished  the  salt  tax.  She  admitted  alum  salt,  called  in 
her  statutes  bay  salt,  because  it  came,  at  that  tiAie,  duefly 
from  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  duty  free,  for  Ae  fisheries,  and 
for  curing  beef  and  pork,  and  saving  butter.  She  re- 
pealed tiie  duty  on  natural  sun-made  salt  long  «nce,  in 
favor  of  provision  eurcrs,  while  furnishing  to  the  United 
States  annually  millions  of  bushels  of  the  inferior  fire- 
made  salt.  Salt  made  by  boiliiig,  no  matter  from  what 
water,  was  unfit  to  cure  fish,  beeffpork,  bacon,  or  butter, 
for  a  southern  market.  Great  Britain,  while  grinding  the 
Irish  to  the  mrth  irith  everv  species  of  oppresaon,  still 
let  tliem  have  foreign  salt  free  of  duty,  for  curing  their 
provisions;  and  that  at  the  moment  that  she  was  exporting 
millions  of  bushels  annudly  of  her  own  domestic  fire- 
made  salt  from  Urcrpool,  in  the  very  neighboriiood  of 
the  Irish  coastj  and  he  hoped  the  American  Senate  would 
be  as  compassionate  to  the  farmers  of  the  West  as  the 
British  Parliament  was  to  the  Irish.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  In 
prupomng  the  total  repeal  of  tliis  duty  in  April  next,  lam 
not  gnng  as  fest  as  Mr.  Jefferson  did  in  1807.  He  bad 
the  whole  salt  tax  suppressed  in  one  yeat.  When  did 
(his  odious  tax  reach  its  maximum  of  twenty  cents'  In 
the  time  of  the  elder  Adams,  when  standing  armies  and 
eight  per  cent  loans  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the 
people  had  to  be  oppressed  to  support  the  extravagances 
of  the  Government.  The  origin  of  -this  heavy  tax  refer- 
red itself,  both  in  England  and  Ameriea,  to  disastrous  pe- 
riods in  their  bistor;'.  It  began  in  Ei^and  in  the  reign 
of  William  III,  wh<^  taking  advantage  of  the  national  pre- 


memonals  praying  protection  for  manufactures  had  been  IjiidicesagnnstPnmcejgottbe  salt  tax  imposedasameans 
-  presented,  and  were  nniversdly  referred  to  that  commit-  jof  helping  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  French.  The 
tee.   Shdl  we,  then,  said  Mr.  8.,  now,  ft>r  the  first  time,  bill  wu  entiHed,  to  enable  hislbgeity  tocairyona  irigw- 
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HUB  v«r  ^wnst  Fnnce.  To  that  ilisastroiu  period,  En|-- 
buid  looks  ibr  the  origin  of  her  public  debt,  and  the  oriffin 
«f  her  salt  tax-  The  latter  Am  has  lately  abolished  t  the 
fbrner  will  remain  forever,  and  viU  be  the  most  durable 
monument  of  tlte  effects  of  «mr  upon  France.  Mr.  Jef- 
Cersoo,  when  President,  did  for  America  wbat-the  whigs 
have  lately  done  for  England.  He  produced  the  Volition 
of  the  salt  tax.  His  lai^;vage,  in  recommending  the  abo- 
lition, was  very  remarkable,  and  particularly  appropriate. 
He  did  not  say,  repeal,  reduee,  abolisli,  but  suppress  the 
Mlt  tax.  He 'used  the  term  which  is  af^lied^to  nee,  and 
called  for  the  suppreauon  of  the  tax. 

The  nntleman  from  New  Jersey  {Mr.  Dickbbsoh]  was 
opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  alum  nit,  because  he 
beUeved  it  would  affect  the  maiiufacttire  of  another  kind 
of  salt  made  in  the  United  SUtes.  ilr.  B.  appealed  to 
the  Seruitc — to  those  members  who  looked  to  the  relief  of 
the  people  from  a  part  of  their  burdens — lie  cidled  their 
attentim  tQ  the  doctrine  advanced  by  that  gentleman,  ami 
asked  them  to  make  its  application  to  other  articles,  and 
follow  it  out  to  it9  legit-foate  consectuences.  It.would  pre- 
vent the  repeal  of  any  taxes.  Worsted  stuff  goods,  an 
article  of  such  general  wear,  and  so  essential  to  the  shoe 
manufacture  for  women  and  children,  migjit  be  kept  tax- 
ed, although  we  made  no  such  goods,  but  because  the  free 
ii^ortation  of  them  might  afiect  tlie  woollen  matiu&cture. 
The  manufacturers  of  leather  might  object  also,  because 
the  more  prunella  and  staff  shoes  .worn,  the  less  the  de- 
mand for  leather  slioes.  Even  the  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  tea  might  be  resisted,  because  the  free  use  of  teamigtit 
lessen  the  consumption  of  milk  and  apple  pies,  and  there- 
by dimiHish  the  value  of  coW8,  and  oxeni  and  orchards. 
He  [Ur.  B.I  had  fixed  his  eye  oa  this  monstrous  doctrine, 
and  wiahea  iu  first  approacliea  to  be  iriarked  by  the  Se- 
nate. He  wished  to  know  if  tlie  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey proposed  to  compel  people  to  use  improper  and 
unsuitatjie  things  by  way  of  substitute  for  a  proper  ami 
suitable  one,  which  was  to  be  taxed  out  of  the  country. 
He  [Mr.  U.]  had  a  bill  to  bring  in  for  reducing  Uie  duty 
on  Indian  bunkets — the  best  bUiikets  in  the  world — and 
indispensable  to  the  Indian  trade;  was  that  bill  tube  re- 
aist«l,  and  a  superior  blanket,  the  best  and  cheapest, 
if  the  duty  waa  off*,  that  ever  the  labtning  classes  behrki, 
to  be  taxM  out  of  the  country  to  make  room  for  a  base 
substitute?  A  great  sensibility  was  manifested  for  the 
interest  uf  the  roanubcturers]  but  there  are  other  interests 
in  the  country  which  also  desen-c  consideration.  There 
were  the  agriculturalaiid  commercial  interests,  besides  the 
manufacturing;  all  great  interests;  all  to  be  considered 
by  the  man  who  was  entrusted  to  make  laws  for  the  na- 
tion} and  no  one  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  others.  They 
were  each  of  them  important,  but  the;^  had  their  d^frees 
of  importance.  Agriculture  canked  first,  because  it  flir- 
oisliea  the  means  ih  subnstence  for  man  and  beast,  and 
the  elements  of  emplt^ment  to  the  other  twot  manufac- 
tures came  next,  bectiuse  they  fashioned  and  prepared  the 
products  of  agr '.culture  fur  the  use,  conveiticnce,  and  (H-na- 
meutof  in.in{  commerce,  which  cxclwngcdthe  superfliuties 
of  differ ^Mit  countries  andcoatrihuted  t»  the  civuization  of 
the  human  race,  came  third.  He  would  sacrifice  no  one 
to  tlie  otlier.  He  would  not  sacrifice  tlie  interest  of  all 
the  providon-raising  and  provision^uring  farmers  of  the 
"West  to  the  interest  of  a  handful  of  monopolizing  salt 
manufacturers.  Where,  he  exclaimed,  is  the  operation  of 
the  salt  tax  moat  severely  felt? .  In  the  West)  in  that  vast 
and  magnificent  rcfpon  drained  by^  the  kirtg  of  floods. 
Here  were  tlte  myriads  of  hving  animals — horses,  cattle, 
■hs«>,  ltOg*( '  vhich  require  salt  with  their  duhr  food. 

lliere  was  the  natitmal  magazine  of  salted  provisions 
which  supplied  the  South,  and  the  Lower  Hiasisuppi,  and 
fumist^l  mitliuns  of  dollars  wortli  for  ftveign  exporta- 
tion. And  tiiere  was  ttic  place  where  salt  was  wanted  in 
tlie  gieateat  quantity  of  the  purest  and  strongest  kind. 


and  at  the  cheapest  rate.  Artifieiai  salt  would  not  aa- 
swerf  cryitdliaed  salt  made  by  solar  ev^»ration  alone 
would  do.  It  alone  was  pure.  It  alone  would  answer 
for  ciiriag  pronKWM  for  Southern  eanstimptiwi,  for  ex- 
portatioi^  or  hwg  keeping.  Look  to  the  Inspection  laws 
in  New  Orleans — no  beer  or  pork  to  pass  inspection,  un- 
I'eM  put  up  in  crystallized  lalt.  Look  to  your  army  and 
navy  advertisements— «o  beef  or  pwk  to' be  bought  but 
what  is  cured  in  the  same  kind.  I  plead,  said  Mr.  B., 
the  cause  of  Western  farmers,  when  E  demand  an  aboli- 
tion of  the  alum  salt  dtrty.  N<4  a  pound  of  it  is  made  in 
the  West,  nor  any  rival  to  it,  or  suiMtitute  for  It.  Nmth 
Carolina  makes  a  little,  but  not  tlie  twentieth  part  sufficient 
for  her  own  consumption.  New  England  makes  some, 
but  not  near  enough  for  her  own  fisheries,  as  we  have  to 
pay  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  tliousand  dollars  per  an- 
num to  Iwr  fisiiermen  as  drawback,  or  hmmty  in  heu  of 
drawback,  of  the  du^  supposed  to  be  paid  on  the  foreign 
salt  supposed  to  be  iiaed  in  curing  fish.  Ne\^  York  makes 
some,  nothing  adequiUe  to  her  own  consumpfion.  A  lit- 
tle of  it  has  gone  to  Cincinnati,  and  made  Ohio,  in  that 
particular,  a  tax  payer  to  New  York;  fijr  salt  is  excised  at 
the  works  in  New  York;  the  manufscturer  pays  an  ex- 
cise, and  that  is  collected,  wth  a  profit  beside^  from  the 
eonsitmer.  So  &r  as  Ohio  has  used  New  York  salt,  she 
has  paid  an  excise  tax  to  that  Stale.  The  West  India 
islands  between  the  tropics  is  the  nkce  to  furnish  the  West 
irith  alum  salt  New  Orieaas  Uie  port  tat  its  impwta^ 
tion,  the  Uisnstdppi  the  great  channel  for  its  introduc- 
tion, and  steamboats  the  tmly  adequate  vessels  to  bring 
it.  This  salt  is  best;  it  is  chmpest,  for  it  coats  but  eight 
or  nine  cents,  independent  of  the  duty;  (I  ipeak  of  the 
import  price  as  shown  on  the  custom-house  bookBi\  and 
it  is  had  for  barter.  Home  made  salt  must  be  paid  for  in 
gdd  and  silver,  .or  their  equivalent}  foreign  ai^t  can  be 
had  for  our  produetioii%  and  thus  the  foreign  salt  maker  if 
the  cncourager  of  dmnestie  industry;  the  dotnestio  salt 
maker  gives  no  encouragement  to  the  farmer.  He  must 
have  the  pioney.  At  Kenbawa,  salt  is  silvert  wherever 
it  ia  sent,  it  is  lor  silver;  no  produce  ia  taken  in  return. 
The  fbrsign  importers  at  New  Orleans  go  back  freig^iied 
with  the  productions  of  our  fiums;  the  agents  of  the  do- 
mestic salt  makers  go  back  loaded  with  our  money.  Tliqr 
uk  for  the  fiiod  which  we  have  to  spare;  we  ask  for  the 
salt  whidi  God  and  nature  makes  upon  th^  islands.  Shall 
the  Federal  Government  ^t  between,  interdict  the  ex- 
change, and  compel  us  to  give  gold  for  the  base  srit  which 
will  not  cure  our  provisional 

Shall  we  be  compelled  again  to  pay  twenty  cents  to  the 
Federal  Government  (for  there  is  apropositlon  to  raise  the 
salt  tax  to  the  old  federal  standard  of  '98)  for  the  privi- 
lege of  buying  eight  cents  worth  ol  salt?  Wasthereever, 
rince  texation  commenced,  a  more  odinus  tax  than  Uus 
upon -salt?  One  which  bears  more  unequally  upon  the 
rich  and  the  poor?  One  which  went  so  completely  to  pre- 
vent the  use  of  a  prime,  necessary  of  Itftf?  The  gentle- 
man fronv  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dicxiasoir]  objects  to  the 
\  Finance  Committee;  be  wants  the  bill,  to  go  to  the  Manu- 
bcturing  Committee.  Well,  I  will  compramise  with  hun. 
I  will  agree  to  a  select  oonm^ttee,  with  power  to  send  fijr 
witnesses,  swear  them,  and  report  their  evidence  to  the 
Senate.  This  is  the  way  they  did  in  the  British  Parlii^ 
ment;  tliis  is  the  way  they  biew  up  the  salt  tax  there. 
There  was  another  vie#  of  this  tax,  which  must  not  he 
omitted.  Before  1807,  there  was  a  drawback  on  exported 
beef  and  pork,  as  well  as  on  exported  fish,  to  rumburse 
the  duty  on  salt  used  in  curing  tnese  proviKons.  There 
is  no  such  drawback  now  on  oetf  and  pork.  It  edited 
on  fish  alonCy  and  the  fishermen  bid  dnwn  five  millions  of 
dollars  from  the  treasiuy,  and  were  annually  drawing  at 
the  rate  of  about  two  hurtdred  and  fifty  thounnd  doliara. 
llie  salt  tax  was  a  money^oakii^buaneas  to  themt  it  was 
a  heavy  burden  upon  the  West   Mr.  B.  sud  ^e  had  not 
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cone  prepwed  ftw  fliia  debate.  It  Bprung*  np  when  not 
expected.    He  would  be  ready  for  it  when  it  came  up 

Mr.  DICKERSQM  Mid  that  it  had  been  a  subject  of 
difcussion  for  two  or  three  yetrs  to  determine-  wliat  sub- 
ject! belonged  to  the  Commiftee  on  Manuftcture^  and 
what  to  the  Finance  Contotttee.  Sooaetimea  one  eom- 
ndttee  had  taken  chuge  of  biUs  of  thii  nature,  and  ■ome- 
times  another.  One  committee  had  often  taken  tubjecte 
wtjch  belonged  to  the  otter.  He  cited  the  case  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  aun"**  which  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committed  on  Hanunctures-.  it  appeared  to  the 
Senate,  that  it  properly  belonipd  to  that  committee.  The 
gentleman  frOm  South  Carohna  had  objected^  that  this 
measure  was  not  proposed  from  the  manufacturers,  and, 
therefiirei  did  not  belong  to  that  committee.  The  gcntle- 
■oan  from  Maryland  mA  objected,  because  U  rehtted  to 
the  fiiutncial  concerns  of  the  country.  In  answer  to  these 
genflemen,  be  would  say  that  it  related  to  the  protection 
of  one  of  the  great  and  widely  extended  interests  of  the 
eomiBunity>  and  embraced  within  its  provisions  conse- 
quences which  could  not  fiiil  to  affect  them  materially. 
It  was  truetliey  had  presented  no  petition  to  Congress,  to 
save  them  from  the  nun  which  this  measure  threatenedf  but 
it  was  only  because  they  were  ignorant  of  the  designs  mt- 
dltated  against  tliem.  If  they  were  aware  of  them,  they 
would  not  fail  to  enter  their  solemn  protest  against  such  a 
foutse.  Shall  we,  said  Ht.  D.,  neglect  their  acknow- 
ledged interests,  and  proceed  to  adopt  measures  calculated 
to  destroy  them,  merely  because  there  lias  not  been  the 
formalin  of  a'  petition?  We  are  plaoed  here  to  be  the 
guardiani  of  the  great  interests  of^  the  cowrtry,  aud  it  is 
our  duty  to  defend  them  whenever  attacked  or  threatened 
with  any  material  injury-. 

It  was  not  necessary,  Mr.  U.  said,  for  them  to  retnun  in- 
active until  the  injured  should  come  forward  and  demand 
relief  and  protection,  and  present  a  prayer  that  their  in- 
terests mig^t  not  be  abandoned  and  left  to  unk  into  ruin. 
He  oon«dered  the  present  measure  fHught  vitli  destruc- 
tion to  those  interests.  It  did  not  s&k  a  reasonable  re- 
duction, but  was  not  intended  to  abolish  the  whole  duty 
at  otiee,  and  thus  annihilate  the  protecting  system.  If  any 
measure  fairly  belonged  to  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, this  was  one  of  thxt  character,  Tlie  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  thought  proper  to  ^  into  the  merits  ot' 
the  question. 

It  appeared  to  Mr-  U-  ttat  this  was  a  prematura  step, 
as  the  question  mw  only  on  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  a 
comndttee.  He  did  not  now  feel  disposed,  nor  was  he 
prepared  to  enter  upon  the  discusaion  of  a  measure  so 
important  sa  the  one  before  them.  They  should  take 
timeloconnder  the  subject,  and  prepare  for  the  import- 
ant decision.  The  gentleman  had  compla*ned  strongly 
of  the  present  duty.  Hut  he  would  ask  him  if  it  was  not 
a  necessary  measiu«  in  order  to  defend  American  indus- 
try fVom  foreign  competition,  to  discourage  the  importa- 
tion of  articles  which  were  produced  1^  the  domestic 
manufketurcr.  It  had  been  so  decided  in  the  sage  coun- 
ts of  the  founders  of  the  Oorernment,  and  tud  been 
Mthfblly  adhered  to  by  every  administration.  Ao  act  had 
long  been  in  force,  allowing  a  drawback  (Uithis  article  for 
this  express  purpose.  He  doubted  Uie  wisdom  or  pro- 
priety of  the  present  measm-e. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  there  was  a  treaty  existing  with 
Great  Britain,  by  which  site  was  placed  on  tlie  footing  of 
the  most  &Tored  nation,  and  diat  she  would  have  a  right 
to  complain  if  this  reduction  took  place  without  giving 
her  some  equivalent  in  return.  Spain  and  Portugal  would 
have  a  privilege  which  was  not  allowed  to  England.  They 
had  heretofore  complained  uf  the  duty  on  iron,  and  he 
believed  with  good  reason.  He  considered  that  we  were 
able  to  procure  as  good  salt  from  Bngland  as  from  the 
West  Indies  ac  any  otiier  quarter.    We  had  used  it  for 


curing  bacon,  and  found  it  to  answer  every  purpose.  The 
gentleman  from  Missouri  had  sud  that  he  had  recnved 
credible  information  that  alum  salt  could  be  imported  for 
six  or  eight  cents  per  bushel.  He  bad  been  engaged  in 
commerce  durinj^  bis  whole  life,  and  never  had  been  able 
to  get  it  under  nme  cents.  He  did  not  know  how  the 
article  could  be  Obtained  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Mr.  CLAY,  when  he  first  rose,  bad  certainly  not  in- 
tended to  provoke  a  debate  of  tliisextenuve  range.  And 
he  felt  reluctance  in  being  compelled  to  prolong  it,  sentt- 
ble  as  he  was  that,  conudering  the  Mngle  question  before 
the  Senate,  it  was  not  strictly  parliamentary.  He  would 
■be  very  brief.  No  one  waa  more  thoroughly  convinced 
than  himself  of  the  paramount  intportance  of  the  agri- 
cultural interebt.  It  was  that  great  leading  Interest  to 
which  all  others  ought  to  bend.  And  it  was  because 
he  beUeved  that  the  success  of  American  manuftetures 
was  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture,  that  he  had 
been,  was,  aiMl  he  trusted  ever  would  be,  then-  friend. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  argued  the  question  as  if  it 
werelndisputable  that  a  reduction  of  duty  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  salt.  He  wislies  to 
cheapen  K;  so  do  I.  But  we  nwy  differ  about  the  mode 
of  accompli^ing  tluit  object.  1  deure  to  preserve  the 
full  benefit  of  the  all-powerful  principle  of  competition. 
Destroy  the  home  manufacture,  and  you  deprive  your- 
selves of  the  advantage  of  tlie  competition  that  they  pro- 
duce. Let  us  appeal  to  experience.  In  May,  18S0,  the 
duty  was  lowered,  to  take  eflcct  as  has  been  alread> 
stated)  and  the  price,  after  the  reduction  of  the  duty,  was 
higher  than  it  was  before,  and  it  is  now  higlier,  in  some 

Ekees,  than  it  had  been  for  ten  or  fifteen  years.  Tlie 
ktter  ftct  may  in  soBie  measure  be  owing  to  the  early  and 
severe  commencement  of  the  winter.  A  reduction  of  the 
duty  has  not  therefore  been  yet  followed  by  a  reduction 
of  price.  An  augmentation  of  duty  sometimes  produces 
a  reduction,  instead  of  an  augmentation  of  price. 

The  foreign  salt  trade,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a  collateral  or 
incidental  trade.  S&lt  was  itnportecl  prinqjiaJly  iii  bal- 
last. Vessek  rarely  engaged  in  it  when  they  could  get 
any  odier  frei^it.  Low  price  of  foreign  salC  therefore, 
implied  inactivity  in  our  tonnage,  ns  h>gh  price  did  full  and 
profitable  employment.  l*his  very  irregularity  formed  a 
sUvng  motive  to  encourage  the  home  mamiiacture.  Is 
diere  any  comparison  between  t)ie  moderate  duty  on  salt 
levied  in  tltis  country,  and  the  enormous  excise  of  fifteen 
shillings  sterling  per  bushel  which  was  levied  in  England? 
Between  the  gabelleofFrRnceand  our  duty?  Whatever 
oppressions  may  have  existed  in  other  countries  from  a 
salt  tax,  lie  was  perfectly  persuaded  that  the  unexampled 
prosperity  of  this  country  bad  iu  date  from  the  adoption 
of  the  protective  policy  of  which  this  salt  duty  forms 
part.  To  the  tarilT,  not  of  '16,  but  of  '24,  we  were  in- 
debted, not  only  fortliat  prosperity,  but  for  the  rapid  ex- 
tinction of  the  public  debt,  now  so  near  at  hand.  He  w  as 
aware  that  tliis  discusaion  belonged  to  another  occasion, 
when  the  whole  mbjcct  would  undergo  a  full  examination- 
But  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  in  re^rence  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  as  to  tlie  consump- 
tion of  alum  salt  in  tlie  Western  States,  that  he  did  nut 
believe  that  one  bushel  in  fitW  thousand  of  that  descrip> 
tion  is  there  consumed.  Although  he  had  himself  been 
a  farmer  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  lie  had  never 
had  a  pound  of  it  in  his  cellar.  He  had  witnessed  in  the 
West  the  gratifying  fiu:t  of  the  reduction  of  salt  from 
three  or  four  doUars  to  fifty'  cents  per  busliel  on  the  Oltio 
river,  and  seventy-five  in  the  ijiterior.  This  was  aHo- 
gctlier  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  home  manufacturer. 
He  knew  that  prejudice  existed  against  provisions  put  up 
with  any  other  than  alum  salt.  He  believed  that  it  was 
only  necessary  to  employ  a  smsll  adiUtional  quantity  of 
salt  made  by  artificial  heat  to  secure  the  preservation  of 
meat.    One  of  the  most  experienced  men  that  ever  lived 
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in  the  Weit,  lon^  enga^diQ  the  prepant'ion  of  beef  and 
pork,  assured  him  that  when  the  salt  was  properly  ap- 
plied, in  barrels  sufficiently  ceasoned  and  properlv  made, 
the  common  salt  of  the  country  preserves  as  well  as  the 
best  alum  salt.  The  salt  of  the  Ononda^  works  [n 
Kew  York  already  hufoi|nd>ts  way  into  the  heart  ofOliio 
through  their  canali  and  when  that  noble  work  ii  com- 
pleted, IB  the  conne  of  the  next  year,  it  mil  be  dis- 
tributed on  the  Ohio  river,  and  transported  even  to  St. 
Ixnus.  So  br  from  the  Western  farmers  being  able  to  ex- 
change their  pork  and  beef  for  alum  salt,  the  British  na- 
tion will  not  purchase  our  beef  and  pork,  although  cured 
with  salt  from  their  own  possessions.  With  respect  to 
the  drawback,  it  will  be  a  proper  conuderation  witli  the 
Coaunittee  on  Manufactures,  whether  that  should  be  al- 
lowed on  the  exportation  of  pork  ind  bee£  In  evety 
view  of  the  subject,  tlie  impOTtance  of  the  mana&cture, 
the  essential  rahic  of  the  article,  the  recent  pa&sage  of  a 
Jaw  reducing  the  duty,  not  yet  gone  ito  effect,  Mr.  C. 
thought  we  should  proceed  with  caution,  and  he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  asmga  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  it  was  true  the  price  of  salt  was 
higgler  now  in  the  West  than  for  some  years  past  TRe 
reason  wh,  because  the  importations  were  aiminish«d. ' 
This  the  eustom-liouse  returns  showed  us.  it  would  not 
do  to  argue  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty  liad  increased 
the  price  of  the  ftwrign  article;  that  argument  would  cot 
up  the  protecting  system.  The  fact  was,  the  effect  of 
raising  or  reducing  duties  could  not  be  regular  at  first 
Adventitious  circumstances  may  control  it.  '  When  the 
duty  on  lead  was  raised  to  three  cenU  a  pound,  in  1838, 
tiie  price  of  lead  on  the  Upper  Hisnssippi  fell  to  one  and 
a  half  cents.  Ezcesstre  production  produced  that  ^eot. 
The  late  importations  of  salt  were  above  a  mniion  of 
bushels  less  than  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  salt  rises; 
when  the  duty  is  off  entirely,  and  salt  comes  fi-ee,  importa- 
tions will  lately  increase,  and  the  price  &11  in  propor- 
tion. 

Hie  question  was  then  takeu  on  the  reference  to  the 
CooLituttee  on  Finance,  and  it^tived— -yeas  17,  nays  33, 
as  follows: 

Y'fiAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  porsyth,  Grun- 
dy, Hayne,  HiO,  Kane,  Ring,  Mangum,  Milleri  Moore, 
Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White  17.i 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  CUy,  Dalhw,  Dickei^ 
son,  Dudley,  Foot,  Frelinghuysent  Hanna,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy,  Frentiss,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Tomltnson,  Wil- 
Una.— 33. 

The  Ult  was  tlieu  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mami- 
bcUires. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday. 


TiTEsniT,' JTasuaut  3,  183S.  . 

AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  the  following 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
Rouse  of  Representatives: 

TbMe  &Mte  and  Sotue  of  Btpre$eniativc» 

of  the  Cangaem  qftht  OnUed  Stata.- 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
Representatives  respectfully  make  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings under  the  act  of  Ctrngress  of  3d  Klarch,  1831, 
directing  a  subscription  to  tlie  compilation  of  Congres- 
Bonal  Documents,  proposed  to  be  published  by  Giales 
and  Seaton. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  we 
commenced  the  discharge  ot  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
act  of  Conffress.    At  the  very  outset,  howerer.'we  fbund 


great  difficulty  in  aaeertaming  the  extent  of  the  duties  re- 
quired of  us.  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton,  of  their  own 
accord,  had  submitted  to  Congress  a  subscription  paper, 
propoMng  to  republish  the  cougressioijal  documents  for 
the  first  thirteen  CongresseS(  the  volume,  the  type,  and 
the  size  of  the  page,  were  designated,  as  well  as  Uie  ^>e> 
cific  sum  for  each  Tcdnme  when  defivered.  Witii  these 
proposals  before  them,  Congress  directed  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  subscribe  for  seven  hundred 
and  fifly  copies,  on  two  conditions: 

1st.  The  documents  to  be  selected  under  tiie  direction 
of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives:  2d.  The  price  paid  for  the  printing  to 
be  at  the  rate  not  exceeding  that  of  the  price  paid  to  the 
printer  of  Congress  for  the  printing  of  the  documents  of 
the  two  Houses. 

At  the  first  view  it  does  not  appear  dlfRcult  to  ascer- 
tain the  specific  duties  required  irom  us.  The  documents 
are  to  be  selected  by  us.  It  would  therefore  seem  that 
when  we  had  given  the  publishers  a  list  of  the  papecs  to 
be  reprinted,  our  agency  was  at  an  end.  Circumstances, 
however,  which  we  will  now  explain,  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble that  our  duties  could  stop  here.  The  great  nuas  of 
these  documehts  were  to  be  found  only  in  the  arcUvesof 
the  tvo  Houses.  No  complete  sets  of  them  existed  in  any 
other  place.  They  were  contained  in  one  hundred  and 
sixty  octavo  and  folio  printed  volumes,  ei^ty  Urgt  folio 
manuscript  records,  and  in  some  hundred  hu^  files  of  do- 
cuments. Chai-ged,  as  we  are,  with  the  care  and  preser- 
vation of  all  these  important  documents,  we  could  not,  for 
a  moment,  permit  them  to  go  into  the  hands  of  others 
over  whom  we  had  no  control.  To  make  the  separation 
of  those  to  be  published,  without  producing  ^sordn-,  re< 
quired  the  knowledge  and  experience,  and  the  most 
patient,  persevering  industry  of  the  most  able  of  our 
assistants,  and  of  ourselves.  Had  any  one,  without  that 
knowledge  of  these  things,  which  can  only  be  obtained 
by  long  experience,  undertaken  to  seiiarate  and  arrange 
these  documents,  he  would  have  been  in  great  dang«r_  o€ 
reducing  Uie  whole  to  a  heap  of  confusion.  ^  In  addition 
to  this,  many  of  these  documents  exist  only  in  the  manu- 
script records  of  the  two  Houses,  consisting  of  Urge  folio 
volumes,  BubstantisJly  bound,  and  in  the  best  state  of  pre- 
servation. We  could  not  suffer  these  valuable  reconb  to 
be  taken  apart,  and  the  portions  selected  sent  to  the  print- 
ing office.  We  were  also  unwilling  either  to  permit  tbem 
to  be  taken  from  the  office  to  be  copied,  or  to  permit 
strangers  to  come  into  the  office  and  occupy  our  desks 
and  tables  in  copying  them. 

From  these  considerations,  (and  others  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, not  here  detailed,  >  it  was  evident  to  us  that  it  was 
our  du^,  not  only  to  select  tiicse  documents,  but  also  to 
prepare  them  for  tiie  press. 

Anotiier  question  then  arose,  what  arrangement  should 
be  given  to  these  documents  in  the  proposed  publication' 
Two  modes  were  siif^ested:  Ist  An  arrangement,  strict- 
ly chronological)  or  3d.  A  divimon  into  classes,  and  each 
cUss  to  preserve  its  chronoloacal  wder.  After  much  ex- 
amination and  reflection,  we  decided  on  the  second  mode, 
and  fmtXfy  adopted  the  following  arrangement: 

1st.  PQBKISK  RSLATISItS; 

2d.  Ihpiah  ArrAiftSi 

3d.  FllTAITCXB) 

4th.  COHHEHCK  Aim  Mavioatioit; 

Sih.  MiLiTABx  ArrAiKs; 

6th.  Naval  AptaibSi 

7th.  Post  Omca  DxPAaTMBXTt 

8th.  Pbbuo  Labiw{ 

9tb.  CuiMst 

10th.  MtSGEUAIfSODS. 

Each  of  these  ten  series  to  have  its  own  mimber,  run* 
ning  from  one  upward,  and  to  be  printed  chronologtcally. 
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I.  Fonxios  Rklatioks. 
This  will  embrtce  our  foreirn  Klattons.    It  presents  * 

mbject  of  much  unityt  and,  fpom  the  importance  of  it» 
interest,  will  be  tbe  first  series.  The  annual  meaaages  of 
the  Pre«dent  of  tbe  United  States,  from  their  impMtance, 
claim  a  prominent  place  in  this  compilation;  and  their 
proper  place  it.the  first  of  foreign  relations,  to  fuUow  each 
other  in  dbroiiolog^cal  order. 

II.  Iitdia:!  Atfaibi. 

iat.  All  documents  accompanying  Indian  treatiesj 
3d.  Indian  masMcres  and  oepredatitMisi 
3d.  Indian  warsj 
4tb.  Efibrts  made  for  thrir  benefit,  in  dvilizationi  agri- 
culture, and  tiie  roechaoical  arts. . 

III.  FiXABCES. 

This  series  embraces  more  variety,  consisting  of — 

1st.  Public  debt  and  public  credit; 

3d.  Revenue,  direct  and  indirect  taxation,  embracing 
manufactures; 

3d.  The  currency; 

4th.  The  Mint  of  the  United  States; 

5th.  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  State  banks,  SO  far 
as  connected  with  the  United  Slates; 

6th.  General  principles  of  the  anminl  estimates; 

7th.  General  principles  of  the  expenses  of  collecting 
rci-emiei 

8th.  One  table  of  receipts  and  expenditures. 

IV.   COXXIBCI  AITD  NATieATlOIT. 

An  external  matters  of  this  class  to  be  embraced  in 
Foreign  Relations. 

1st.  Imports  and  exports,  and  all  communications  and 
reports  conlwning general  principles  and  reasoning; 

3d._  The  fisheries,  and  all  communications  .ind  reports 
containing  general  principles  and  reasoning; 

3d.  lighthouse  establishment; 

4th.  Improvement  of  harbors,  rivers,  roiLds,  and  canals; 

5th.  Tonnage,  and  all  communications  and  reports  of 
committees  containing  general  principles  ami  reasoning. 

6tb.  Coasting  trade,  and  all  communications  and  re- 
ports of  committees  containing  general  principles  and  rea- 
soning. 

V.  Militart  Avtaibs. 

lit.  Army; 

3d.  Military  Academy; 
3d.  Fortifications; 
4th.  Armament,  amu); 
5tl).  National  armories; 
6  th.  Militia. 

VI.  Naval  Aftaiss. 
This  present!  a  subject  of  much  unity. 

VII.  Post  Orrici  DsPARTiixifT. 
This  is  also  a  subject  in  which  there  is  little  or  no  variety. 

VIII.  Praiic  Lakrs. 
This  will  embrace  the  whole  subjecl  of  tlic  public  do- 
mains, including  all  claims  of  individuals  fend  corporations 
for  land. 

IX.  Claims. 

Embracing  all  claims  against  the  United  States,  except 
claims  for  land  and  claima  in  whicli  foreign  relations  or 
finances  are  directly  embraced. 

X.  MiscxCLAJraocs. 
Embracing  all  documents  proper  (o  be  reprinted,  not 
included  in  the  foregoing-^ach  subject  to  be  arranged  as 
follows; 

lit.  Chronologically— Messages  of  the  President  of  the 
United  SUtes  to  both  Houses,  anddociimmta. 
I>o        do        to  tbe  Senate,  do. 


Messages  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  documents. 

Reports  from  departments  to  boUi  Houses. 
Do         do         to  the  Senate. 
Do         do         to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

3d.  Reports  of  committees  of  the  Senate,  tlie  entire 
session  together. 

Sd.  Reports  of  committees  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, the  entire  session  together — and  preceded,  if  ne- 
cessary, ill  each  House,  by  tne  petition. 

This  arrangement  to  be  made  for  each  session;  and  tbe 
separate  documents  of  each  item  are  to  follow  each  other 
chronolcwically.  In  all  cases  where  a  report  of  a  conunit- 
tee  of  either  or  both  Houses  is  founded  on  a  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  on  a  report  from  a 
department,  a  reference  &  to  be  made  from  the  one  to  the 
other. 

There  arc  many  advantages  attending  this  arrangement, 
which  are  quite  apparent.  The  class  on  In£an  AfTain, 
for  instance,  (the  printing  of  which  has  been  finished,]  la 
contained  in  a  single  volume,  and,  in  chronological  order, 
pi-esents  our  entire  Indian  relations  unmixed  with  other 
matter;  Foreign  Relations.  Military  Affairs,  Navol  AfTairs, 
and  the  Public  Lands,  e*ch  present  distinctions  strongly- 
marked  from  all  the  others;  and  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing each  of  these  great  interests  in  a  separate  series  is 
verj'  great.  Occasionally,  however,  documents  were  met 
with,  partaking  so  much  of  two  or  more  classes,  that  it 
was  duHcult  to  g^ve  them  a  satisfactory  arrangement. 
This  was  more  particularly  the  case  with  the  strit's  of  fi- 
nance and  Commerce — some  single  documents  referred 
less  or  more  to  both  classes.  So  a&o  of  tlie  class  of  Claims. 
Some  of  them  involved  extensive  correspondence  with  fo- 
reign Governments.  These  were  puced  with  Foreign 
Relations.  Some  of  them  involved  our  commerdal  re- 
lations; others,  (he  regulations  for  thesale  of  public  lands. 
The  cases  thus  described,  however,  were  not  numerous,  and 
in  every  instance  of  their  occurrence,  our  best  judgment 
was  exercised  in  pving  them  the  proper  arrangement. 

After  we  had  decided  on  the  foregoing  as  the  principles 
by  which  the  publication  should  be  regulated.  We  haa  an 
interview  witli  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton.  They  stated  to 
U9,  at  onc^,  that  tliey  considered  the  provist^  that  the 
printing  should  be  done  at  the  rate  of  public  printing,  as 
in  a  great  measure  rescinding  tbe  details  of  their  propo- 
sals, and  that  they  stood  in  regard  to  Congress  !n  some- 
thing of  the  relation  of  public  printers.  Tlut  eVery  thing 
performed  by  them  besides  the  printing  would  of  course 
be  a  charge  against  the  Government,  to  be  settled  and  ad- 
justed as  Congress  might  direct.  I'hat  as  we  bad  Uie  care 
of  tlie  archives  of  the  two  Houses,  they  could  not  expect 
tliat  we  would  entnut  them  to  others,  either  in  the  »elec> 
tion,  copying,  or  arrangemeut.  TlitX  they  were  wiliinp, 
nay  desirous,  that  we  should  take  the  whole  control  of  ttie 
publication,  as  fiir  as  the  labor  and  responsibility  of  cdi. 
tors  were  concerned.  I'hat  the  meclianical  pait,  includ- 
ingthe  paper,  the  printing,  and  tlie  binding,  would  belong 
to  titem,  and  for  these  they  would  be  responsible. 

From  all  these  considerations,  it  was  evident  to  us  that 
if  we  acted  at  all  under  the  act  of  Congress,  it  was  mm 
duty  to  assume  tbe  whole  respunsibUiiy  of  editing  the 
woHc.  Other  considerations,  besides  these  mcntiuQed, 
also  led  to  the  same  CMolusion.  We  stood  In  an  ofRcial 
relation  to  the  two  Houses,  and  had  every  possible  motive  to 
devote  our  entire  abifity  to  the  proper  completion  of  the 
work.  From  long  experience  and  close  application  to  the 
business  of  Congress,  we  bad  a  reasouable  confidence  in 
our  ability  to  do  the  work  justice.  \Ve  bad  under  our  di- 
rec^n  able  and  indttstrious  men,  and  whose  experience  in 
these  things  wase^-en  greater  than  our  own.  Much  of 
the  usefulness  of  this  work  will  depend  iqxm  the  indexcsf 
and  for  doing  Justice  to  this  itoD,  we  know  of  none  so 
capable  as  our  asnstant  clerks-    We  thercfoK  did  not 
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beutate,  althougt)  the  responaibiVity  was  gfreat,  and  the  ( 
labor  great,  to  act  upon  the  principles  thus  indicated.  ] 

Another  important  question,  oFno little  embafrasament, 
was  presented  in  deciding  on  the  size  of  the  page.    The  1 
j(Mnt  resolution  of  34tb  May,  placed  that  subject  < 

under  our  contrcd,  andj  after  much  connderation  ana  re-  ] 
flection,  and  repemted  interriews  with  the  pubUshers*  we  i 
deeded  on  the  folio  size.  The  facility  with  which  the  1 
numerous  tables  can  he  inserted  on  a  folio  page,  was  one  i 
feaffing  reason  for  giving  it  the  preference.  The  volumes  i 
of  congresoionKl  documents  are  becoming  too  numerous  ' 
for  easy  reference;  and  we  find  a  great  difficulty  in  keep-  ■ 
tng  our  series  perfect.  For  the  public  offices,  or  for  i 
lu^  libraries,  we  believed  the  folio  ft&m  altt^tlier  the  < 
beiL 

As  there  was  no  appropriation  in  the  act  of  Conn-ess  '■ 
imponng  the  duty  upon  us^  we  were  obliged  to  draw  from  i 
tihe  contingent  funds  of  Uie  two  Houses  for  some  expenses  i 
incident  to  the  selecting,  arranging,  copying,  Sic.    Al-  i 
thongfa  we  found  it  impossible  to  drspense  with  the  assist-  i 
ance  of  the  clerks  in  our  offices,  we  did  not  think  ourselves  < 
justified  in  ezactiiig  from  them  bborious  duties,  not  belong- 
ing to  the  respective  offices^  without  compensation.  A 
fliuiH-sani  was  paid  to  them  in  part  for  these  services,  and  : 
also  smaU  sums  have  been  pud  for  copying.  See.  Should 
an  appropriation  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  work  ge- 
neraJly,  we  will  be  prepared  to  g^ve  any  explanations 
wanted,  respecting  the  expenses  ariung  from  our  agency- 
in  the  publication.    In  selecting  the  docutnents  for  the 
class  on  Foreign  Helations,  it  was  found  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  that  some  important  documents  of  an  early 
date  were  upon  the  executive  files  of  the  Senate.  llieK 
papers  bong  under  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  of  course 
cannot  in  ttua  communication  be  particularly  described. 
Generally  it  may  be    obser\'ed  thxt  their  publication 
(should  there  be  no  objection  to  removing  the  injunction 
of  secrecy)  would  add  much  to  the  value  and  interest  of 
the  work.    The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  will  bring  this 
subject  before  the  Senate  for  their  dedaion  respecting  it. 

The  progress  made  in  the  priutingwill  be  rannmumcated 
to  Congress  by  the  publishers,  ana  specimens  of  its  exe- 
CQtioD  mil  alsci  by  them  be  laid  before  the  two  Houses. 
AU  whkh  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WALTER  LOWRIE, 
HW.  ST.  CLAIR  CLABRE. 

UzcKxa»S9,  1S31. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  I^ibrary. 

PURSEBS  IN  THE  NAVV. 
Tbeb'ill  pro\-idingft>r  the  compensation  of  the  pursers 
in  the  navy  being  taken  up, 

Hr.  HAYNE  said  that  the  bill  proposed  the  reformation 
of  certain  abuses  which  had  been  found  to  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sale  of  necessary  articles  for  die  usC  of  the 
seamen  on  board  the  vessels  of  war  belmging  to  the 
United  States,    llie  measure  proposed  a  reduction  and 
reguhtion  of  tlie  prices  of  articles  wluch  were  now  fUr- 
nished  by  the  pursers  on  board  tliose  vessels,  and  for 
which  they  had  been  in  tiie  practice  of  demanding  differ- 
ent, and  sometimes  exorbitant  profits.    The  present  bill 
was  nmilar  to  the  one  which  lud  been  brought  forward 
during  the  last -session  of  Congress,  and  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  but  was  not  acttd  on  by  Uie  other  MoUse. 
The  motive  for  introducing  it  nor  was,  that  it  might  re- 
c«Te  the  reconiideratiOD  and  revimon  of  the  Senate,  in 
order  that  it  might  again  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentative*  for  their  eoncurrence.   ^he  principal  object  of 
the  bill  was  to  change  the  present  mode  of  furnishing 
the  sailors  with  certain  supplies — to  prevent  the  sale  of 
them  at  difTerent  rates  <^  profit,  which  had  in  some  in- 
stances been  as  high  as  fifty  per  cent.;  and  to  establish  a 
new  practice,  wtuch  should  betto*  provide  for  the  security 


of  the  seamen  from  being  imposed  upon  by  exorbitant 
prices,  and  with  inferior  articles. 

The  course  now  pursued  created, a  tendency  to  abuse, 
by  making  it  «n  object  for  the  pursers  who  received  a  pet 
centage  on  the  articles  furnished,  to  buy  at  the  highest 
prices,  and  to  sell  as  mueh  as  posaiblei  one  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  tiie  officers  m  that  employ  on  hoard  of 
the  Urge  ships  received  a  great  amount  or  profits  as  a 
compensation  for  thdr  services,  while  those  on  board  the 
smaller  vessels  receive  but  a  very  inconsiderable  sum, 
which  rendered  it  difficult  to  obtain  pursers  for  the  small 
vessels.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  and  provide  a  guard 
against  tliia  liability  to  abuse  and  impowtion,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  fix  the  saJariesof  the  pursers  on  hoard  the  vari- 
ous public  ships — ^to  let  the  suppHes  be  procured,  as  the 
proviusns  were,  nndier  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Navj 
Commisnonersf  and  to  require  an  exact  account  of  all  the 
articlcsfumishedtheseamentobekeptbythe  pursers,  mak- 
ing them  responsible  for  the  faithfiil  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  allowing  ten  per  cent,  for  loss  by  contingen- 
cies, fcc.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  tiie  plan  pro- 
posed, were,  that  the  men  on  board  the  sliips  of  war 
would  be  stippfied  witii  provisions  at  a  cheaper  rate  and 
a  better  quality  than  heretofbre,  and  equahie  the  einolu- 
ments  of  the  pursers.  The  bill  had  been  submitted  to  the 
present  Secretarj'  of  the  Navyi  who  approved  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that,  in  order  to  give  time  for 
a  consideration  of  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  from 
observing  that  a  Senator  from  Virpnia  [Mr.  Ta«swiii1 
was  not  in  his  seat,  who  had  last  year  given  in  a  lucid 
manner  higlily  valuable  details  on  the  subject  of  the  bill, 
he  would  move  that  the  bill  sliould  be  postponed,  and 
made  tiie  order  of  the  day  for  this  day  week.  To  which 
Mr.  HAYNE  assented,  and  it  was  postponed  accwdingly. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business,  and  sat  with  closed  doors  for  some 
time;  when 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

WzniTESllAT,  jAItCAnT  4. 

AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

7%  Me  honorabk  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represent,  that,  encou- 
raged thereto  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session 
authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  work,  they  have  not  only 
made  a  beginning,  but  have  made  considerable  progress, 
in  the  execution  of  their  proposition  for  publishing  a  com- 
]»lation  of  the  public  documents  of  the  United  States. 
They  have  now  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  the  Senate  two 
volumes,  which,  excepting  tlie  indexes  thereto,  not  vet 
ready  for  the  press,  and  the  tiUe-pM;es,  which  are  but 
temporarily  composed,  they  respectfully  submit  M 
pies  of  the  whole  work. 

In  the  arrangement  as  well  as  the  selection  of  the  ma- 
terials of  tliis  great  national  work,  tliey  have  been  govern- 
ed by  tiie  decisions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
tiie  Clerk  of  tiie  House  of  Representatives,  under  whose 
directions,  moreover,  exclusively,  the  materials  of  it  have 
.  been  prepared  for  the  press.  To  their  intelligence,  in- 
dustry, and  discrimination,  and  that  of  the  gentiemen  in 
'  tiieir  respective  offices,  it  will  owe  whatever  value  it  pos- 
sesses beyond  that  of  a  mere  print  and  reprint  of  the  do- 

■  cuments  on  the  files  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  The 

■  caution  of  Congress,  in  committing  these  matters  to  their 
'  ability  and  discretion,  rather  than  to  that  of  the  publish- 

■  ers,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  been  justified 

■  in  the  fullest  extent  by  the  order,  and  the  fom  and  prcs- 
.  sure  which  have  been  given  to  the  work. 

In  tiie  arrangement  of  the  documents,  the  principle  of 
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iiltwiBi  ■liiiii  hu  been  adopted,  the  adninUges  of  wlitch 
will  be  apparent  upon  the  slig-htcst  examination  of  the 
ninples  or  it  herewith  transmitted.  The  two  volumes 
now  presented  are  not  the  first  in  the  series,  but  are  those 
which  hare  been  most  eawly  collated.  One  of  them,  it 
will  be  discovered,  comprises  all  the  congressional  docu- 
ments upon  Indian  Affairs,  (one  of  the  classes,)  from  the 
b^nnin;  of  (he  Government  up  to  the  commencement 
of  the  14th  Congress,  to  which  date  (4th  Maivh.  1815, 
hielusive)  the  plan  of  the  present  aenes  extends.  The 
odier  ia  the  first  volume  of  the  clan  of  Finance,  the  whole 
of  which  occupies  two  volumes.  When  indexes,  copious 
and  well  digested,  such  as  are  in  preparation,  are  added 
to  these  volumes,  they  will  afford  a  facility  to  tiie  investi- 
gi^ons  of  our  le|^slaton,  whether  in  debates  or  in  com- 
DUttee  businesa,  wluch  will  amply  compensate  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  publication,  witiMHit  advertinffto-their  value 
as  national  memorial*,  which  of  itself,  it  is  re^tectfidly 
submitted,  would  have  fully  justified  the  sanction  wliicn 
has  been  ^ven  to  this  undertuin;. 

The  two  volumes  herewith  presented  cosapiise  about, 
one-half  of  what  has  been  already  done  in  the  printing  of 
the  work,  wlvch  is  in  the  course  of  steady  prosectition,  and 
of  wluch  it  is  hc^wd  oght  or  ten  volumes  may  be  ready 
fiv  deKve^  befiire  the  close  of      present  Congress. 

Of  the  execution  of  this  work,  for  which  alone  the  un- 
dersigned have  'any  right  to  credit,  they  beg  leave  to 
observe,  only,  that  they  have  endeavored  to  wSkit  it  such 
as  Aould  be  creditable  to  the  Government,  and  «s  should 
justify  the  liberal  confidence  which,  by  the  act  of  the  hut 
session,  Congress  Ims  reposed  in  Uie  undertakers.  They 
confidently  -submit  its  merits  to  a  comparison  with  those  of 
any  other  work  of  the  like  nature,  ever  published  in  this 
or  any  other  country. 

A  BUperftdal  cxan^nation  of  these  sample  volumes  will 
suffice  to  satisfy  the  intelligent  observer  of  the  importance 
«f  the  work  to  the  public  service,  and  to  the  history  of 
the  country.  Documents  of  the  highest  interest  will  be 
found  in  it,  which  were  either  before  unknown  to  the 
present  generation,  or  forgotten  by  it,  though  yet  of 
modem  antiqtUty.  Some,  which  have  lain  buned  under 
the  mm  of  (ess  important  papers  which  it  has  not  been 
deoned  useful  to  include  in  ttits  publication,  are  such  aa 
enTighten  obscure  passages  in  our  civil  histo^,  and  add 
new  motives  for  the  veneration  with  which  Uie  memory 
of  the  early  actors  in  the  Government  is  habitua%  che- 
rished. The  class  of  Foreign  Relationi,  first  in  order,  but 
auapended  in  its  execution  to  await  tlie  decision  of  the 
Senate  in  re^ud  to  the  pubUdty  of  some  of  the  docu- 
mento  which  it  would  ^peu-  properly  to  cmnprise,  will, 
when  completed,  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  in- 
structive works  that  has  issued  from  the  press  within  tbfe 
last  thirty  years,  possessing  all  the  attraction  of  fiction, 
sanctified  by  all  the  fidelity  of  truth. 

The  undersigned  will  only  add,  that  the  sample  volumes 
herewith  submTtted  have  been  put  in  different  bindiiwa, 
wMi  a  view  to  consult  the  general  opiiuon  as  to  vhwh 
description  is  preferable. 
AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  nublishers. 

GALES  h  SEATON. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Abhama,  the  letter  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  nie  Ubraiy. 

STATE  CLATH8. 
The  bill  providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  States  ftir  mterest  on  advances  to  the  United  States 
made  during  the  but  war,  was  taken' up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  sud  tlut  a  bill  of  this  character  had 
twice  before  passed  the  Senate,  but-had  not  received  the 
concurrence  of  the  other  House.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  remunerate  the  several  States  for  the  interest 


which  was -due  on  the  several  advances  mad«  in  paying  the 
militia,  and  furnishing  them  supplies  during  the  last  war, 
the  principal  of  which  had 'been  heretofore  allowed  and 
paid.  The  bill  proposed  to  allow  interest  on  these,  loans, 
in  the  same  ratio  as  would  have  been  allowed  if  the  ad- 
vances liad  been  made  in  money  directly  to  the  General 
Government.  Mr.  C.  said  this  class  of  cbims  was  first 
brought  forward  bv  the  State  of  Mai;yland,  and  her  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  other  States.  He  waa  not  in  pea- 
sesHop  of  mudi  information  on  the  subject  in  regard  to 
the  other  States,  and  wished  that  any  gentleman  tnat.was 
acquainted  with  important  facta  in  relation  to  those  chums, 
would  communicate  them  to  tiie  Senate. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land  whether  the  present  bill  was  intended  to  cover  all 
cases  of  advances  nude  the  several  States  during  the 
war.  The  reason  for  asking  this  question  was,  to  Team 
whetlKr  a  elum  due  to  the  State  of  Georgia  was  included 
in  the  present  bin. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  replied  that  the  particular  claims  for 
which  the  present  bill  provided,  were  those  of  which  the 
principal  had  been  adjusted  by  the  accounting  officers  of 
\  the  Treasury  Department,  and  paid.  It  did  not  embrace 
the  principal  of  any  claJno,  nor  the  interest  of  any  of 
those  clums  which  were  still  anfiquidated  by  the  United 
States,  but  those  only  whidi  hid  b^en  adjusted  and 
allowed,  and  the  Sutes  bad  received  credit  from  the 
United  States  for.  This  bill  was  dettgned  to  arrange  and 
provide  for  paying  the  interest  due  on  claims  of  this  last 
mentioned  description.  Therefore,  if  the  claims  to  wliich 
the  gentleman  from  Geot^  bad  alluded  were  of  the  class 
described,  they  were  of  course  included:-  that  is,  if  lliey 
had  been  B4)uftted  and  allowed  by  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  the  payment  of  the  prinapal 
assumed  by  the  Goremment.  The  sums  advanced  by  the 
State  of  Maryland  had  not  been  all  paid  by  the  United 
States,  and  therefore  were  not  all  included  in  the  provi- 
sions of  this  biH,  althot^  that  State  had  complained  of 
the  injustice  done  it,  and  had  requested  that  the  claims 
should  be  allowed.  The  present  bill  did  not  provide  for 
tbeacHustment  the  question,  whether  they  should  or 
diould  not  be  allowed.  Tbe  accounting  officers  of  Go- 
vernment had  ascertained  tbeinteirest  properto  be  allow- 
ed only  on  tiiose  cbims  for  money  borrowed  and  lent  to 
the  Government.  The  Auditor  had  not  allowed  to  tlie 
State  of  Maryland  the  interest,  except  on  those  loans. 
That  State,  and  others,  had  sold  stocks  yielding  «x  per 
cent,  forthepurposeofsdvancingtothe  public  service;  and 
therefore  it  was  considered  the  same  to  the  State  as  if  it 
had  buTOwed  the  money  at  that  interest.  He  was  of 
o|Htuon  that  tbe  United  States  should  not  in  one  case  pay 
the  nx  per  cent,  interest,  and  in  another  withhold  it. 
l^ia  was  contrsry  to  every  principle  of  justice  or  equity, 
and  the  present  bill  was  intended  to  rectify  this  error. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  that  he  perceived  by  the  explana- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  the  claim  of 
Georgia,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  was  not  embraced  in 
Uiis  bill,  and  he  rose  to  ask  whether  the  bill  cotdd  not 
be  BO  amended  as  to  en^race  it.  The  histoiy  of  the 
transaction  which  gave  rise  to  that  chum  was,  that  tbe 
United  States'  contractor  for  fiimishing  supplies  to  the 
army,  had  not  received  funds  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  fulfil  his  contracts,  and  the  Government  of  Georgia 
hod  furnished  the  necessary  amount — the  contractor  being 
unable  to  procure  it  otherwise.  This  claim  had  not  been 
allowed  by  the  General  Government,  and  no  interest  bad 
of  course  been  received  upon  it.  Mr.  F.  said  that  if 
interest  vas  allowed  to  other  States  on  their  claims  against 
tbe  United  States,  he  conndered  that  the  Slate  of  Geo^ 
Itad  also  a  riglit  to  Uie  same  aHowance.  His  only  object 
now  was,  to  ascertun  whether  this  bilT could  nqToe  made 
to  include  that  dium. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  replied  that  seTcnl  acts  had  been 
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passed  in  relation  to  allowmnees  of  thii  kind.  He  hoped 
t)ie  Senator  from  Georgia  would  consent  that  the  Dill 
should  paM  as  it  then  stood. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  making  no  filtther  opposiliDn,  the  bill 
w»  wdercd  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a  tUrdreadingf. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  duties  of 
the  comnuidonen  of  the  navy,  and  for  other  purposes, 
wasTeadthesecondtimeiind,  on  motion  ofib.  HOLHfiS* 
poitponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

The  bin  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain mm'Ttngf  officers  and  sqldiers  of  the  rerolution,  was 
next  taken  up;  and 

Mr.  FOOT  stated  that,  as  some  Senators  were  absent 
from  indisposition,  he  would  not  press  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  at  this  time,  but  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table; 
promising  to  give  two  days'  notice  of  the  day  when  he 
should  move  its  consideration. 

The  biD  was  laid  on  the  table. 


DUTY  ON  INDIAN  BLANKETS. 


The  bUI  to  reduce  the  du^  on  Indian  blankets,  and 
certain  other  Indian  goods,  [introduced  yesterday,  on 
leave,  by  Mr.  Bi^iToif,]  was  read  the  second  timej  when 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  He  ttiought,  in  justice  and  propriety,  the  bill 
ouj^t  tn  go  to  Uie  Committee  an  In^tn  Affiun  for  con- 
ndention;  bitt  be  yielded  to  the  opinions  of  others,  and 
consented  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BICKERSON  moved  to  refer  the  hill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manu&ctitres. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  perceived  that  ^e  gentle- 
man was  disposed  to  have  the  present  bill  to  take  the  same 
course  that  tbe  salt  bill  heretofore  Introduced  had  taken. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  tiiere  was  another  committee,  be- 
sides that  of  Finance,  that  should  take  precedence  of  the 
Comnuttee  on  Matuifiustmei .  He  alluded  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Aflura.  Tliat  committee  had  tbe  concerns 
of  the  Indians,  and  the  trade  of  tbe  United  States  with 
them,  under  their  supervinon;  and  as  the  present  bill  pro- 
posed a  measure  calculated  to  affect  that  trade,  it  more 
property  belonged  to  that  committee,  than  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  lAuniuctures.  It  was  the  province  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aflairs  to  know  how  tbe  trade  with  the 
Tnfana  was  carried  on,  whether  the  articles  obtained  from 
them  were  procured  by  fair  and  open  purchase,  or  se- 
cretly smuggled  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This 
bin  was,  like  its  predecessor,  designed  to  effect  a  reduction 
of  the  public  burdens,  by  diminismng  the  revenue  derived 
from  dnties  on  imports;  and  its  connexion  with  the  sub- 
ject of  Indian  aflndrs,  in  his  opiiuon,  nve  it  a  &ir  claim 
to  be  referred  to  the  Comn^ee  on  Inman  Afiairsi  hut,  as 
that  committee  was  likdy  to  be|  objected  to,  he  would 
Waive  this  reference,  and  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Conmuttee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that,  in  the  case  of  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  salt,  and  also  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  thought  that  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  have  the 
subjects  referred  to  that  committee  which  had  the  least 
concern,  and  felt  the  least  interest  in  them.  The  argu- 
ment ot  the  gentleman  went  to  show  that  the  reference 
should  be  to  the  committee  on  the  afftlr*  of  the  In^ans, 
becauae  it  might  have  some  connexion  witti  them;  while 
he  waa  opposed  to  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactured,  althou^  its  adoption  would  evidently,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  salt  bill,  have  a  more  decided  and  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  manufitcturing  interest,  than  upon 
any  other  in  the  country. 

Mr.  D.  sud  that  the  reasons  which  had  been  urged  in 
iajor  of  the  reference  of  tbe  salt  bill,  would  appfy  with 
eqinl  Ibrce  in  the  present  instMice,  as  they  were  enen- 
VoL.  Tin.— 4 


tlally  alike;  both  bad  it  in  view  to  remove  the  protection 
which  the  Government  had  deliberately  extended  to  the 
<lomestic  industry  of  the  country;  and  he  saw  no  reason 
why  it  should  ijot  be  referred  to  the  same  comnuttee. 
The  bill  <£d  not  confine  itself  to  one  kind  of  bhnketa,  but 
embraced  all  Unds  that  were  manuftctured;  and,  there- 
fore, if  adopted,  would  prove  an  injuty  to  that  interest  in 
general. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  reference  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grun- 
dy, Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Manguro,  Miller,  MoOTe, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  WWte.— 17. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Dallas,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendrick% 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy,  Naudain,  Prentiss^ 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  TomEn- 
son,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 25. 

The  question  then  occutxed  on  referring  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Hanuftcturea. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  should  object  to  this  reference. 
He  observed  that  it  was  the  apparent  intention  of  certain 
gentlemen  to  give  every  thing  mto  tbe  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures — implying  that  the^r  alone  w«e 
competent  to  examine  and  report  on  questions  of  great 
national  interest  or  importance.  He  understood  that,  by 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  bills  were  to  be  sent  to  that  com- 
mittee which  were  friendly  to  the  measure,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  receiving  amendments,  if  necessary,  and  rendered 
as  perfect  as  possible  before  they  were  brought  forward 
for  a  full  and  final  discussion.  He  should  therefore  ob- 
ject to  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Manuiactures,  on  the  ground  of  its  not  being  the  regular 
or  correct  parliamentary  course  to  refer  buls  to  a  com- 
mittee known  to  be  direcUy  opposed  to  their  principles 
or  objects.  He  would  repeat,  that  all  legislative  proceed- 
ings of  diis  kind  were  bottomed  on  the  princaple  Uiat  biUa 
on  their  first  introduction  should  be  entrusted  to  the  ftiendi 
of  the  measure,  for  the  purpose  of  being  correcte4  *tiA 
rendered  as  perfect  as  its  fnends  could  make  it,  before  it 
was  brought  forward  to  receive  the  scrutiny  of  its  enemies, 
and  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  public  examination.  The  course 
proposed  by  the  gentieman  from  New  Jersey  he  con- 
sidered a  violation  of  the  established  course  of  all  legisla- 


tive proceedings,  and  contratr  to  all  parliamentary  rules 
relative  to  the  n^erence  of  bids. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  Ihe  manual  of  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  ua^s  of  the  British  Parliament,  in  con- 
firmation of  the  position  maintained,  the  foUowing  extracts: 
'<  Those  who  would  totally  destroy,  will  not  amend:" 
*'  the  c^nd  is  not  to  be  pot  to  a  nurse  that  caret  not  far 

it."] 

Mr.  B  resumed.  A  child  was  not  to  he  put  out  to  a 
nurse  who  would  neglect  the  care  of  it,  or  suffer  it  to 
die  for  want  of  noimshment.  Neither  was  a  measure 
proposed  in  the  Senate  of  the  Ututed  States  to  be  given 
to  its  enemies  fer  the  purpose  of  being  matured,  correct- 
ed,  aitd  rendered  fit  for  public  examination.  The  conse- 
quence of  such  a  course  could  be  eauly  foreseen :  it  would 
be  suffered  to  tie  neglected  until  evei^  tlung  else  in  thor 
hands  was  fiiushed;  and  if  brought  forward  at  all,  it  would 
probably  he  so  near  the  dose  oOhs  session  that  it  would 
be  lost  for  want  of  timet  <uid  then  so  manned  and  de- 
formed, that  its  fi4ends  would  not  be  able  to  recognise  it. 
And,  therefore,  the  present  bill,  together  with  the  bill  to 
abolish  the  du^  on  altmi  salt,  wovud  die  on  their  hands, 
and  be  fbllowed  to  the  grave  by  the  gentleman  sod  his 
committee,  though  not  in  the  character  of  moumett. 
No,  nr,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  referred  to 
a  hostile  committee,  to  be  returned,  irith  broken  hmbs 
and  mangled  feature^  to  this  Senate,  fw  their  appro^ 
Such  a  comnuttee  baa  nothing  to  d^.^|rith  it.    It  oi^t 
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even  to  refuse  to  Teceire  itt  to  show  which,  he  read  from 
the  nwuiufj  this  sentence;  'that  "  when  »ny  member  who 
is  agtunst  the  bill  hears  himself  named  of  its  comnuttee, 
he  should  ask  to  be  excused,"  &c.  Hr.  B.  said  that  be 
hoped  the  Senate  woold  tdlow  the  bill  to  go  to  the  com- 
mittee where  it  would  be  perfected  uid  brought  forward 
in  proper  time. 

Mr.  DICKERSOK  nid  that  he  was  aware  that  it  wa% 
or  bad  been,  a  rule  in  the  Briti^  Farliament,  in  certain 
cases  of  reference,  to  commit  the  measure  to  its  friends; 
but  the  practice  of  the  American  Senate  was  different. 
That  body  had  standing  committees;  and  it  had  not  here- 
tofore been  their  custom  to  take  notice  of  friends  or  ene- 
mies in  questions  of  this  kind,  or  to  enter  into  an  inquiry 
to  ascertain  who  were,  or  who  were  not,  friendly  to  tiie 
proposed  measure.  He  believed  it  would  be  a  course  as 
unacceptable  as  it  was  unconunon,  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  eveiy  case  of  thia  kind  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
who  were  enemies  and  who  were  friends  of  the  measure 
proposed.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
how  he  knew  that  the  Comnuttee  on  Manufiictures  were, 
or  would  be,  hostile  to  the  present  bill.'  How  does  he 
know  that  the  Committee  on  IndiMi  Affairs,  or  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  is  friendly  to  it?  It  would  be  a  very 
strange  course  of  proceediiw,  in  his  opinion,  to  institute 
such  an  inquii^.  Sir,  said  Mr.  D..  a  very  important  ob- 
ject to  be  attained  b^  referrii^  bills  to  ctnnmittees  iSi  to 
enable  them  to  examine,  approve,  or  disapprove  of,  and 
report  accordingly — not  finally  to  decide  their  &te.  For 
instance,  if,  upon  examination  and  inquiry,  they  should 
see  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  measure  would  ma- 
terially injure  some  important  interest,  it  would  be  their 
du^  to  state  thdr  views  of  the  subject  for  the  considera- 
tioQ  of  theSenate.  It  was  the  province  of  the  committee 
oimpfy  to  report  its  opinion — not  to  pass  or  reject  the  bill. 
No  comnuttee,  said  Ur.  D.,  can  break,  suppress,  or  deform 
a  bill.  They  can  only  report  upon  it;  and  if  the  report 
does  not  meet  the  views  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  they 
are  at  liberty  to  oppose  it.  If  the  report  is  delayed  be- 
yond the  proper  time,  they  have  a  ris^t  to  demand  its 
ai^earance,  by  &  nile  of  the  Senate  which  authorizes  a 
cafl  upon  the  committee  for  a  report.  The  comnuttee, 
Mr.  D.  said,  could  only  modify  tlie  bill;  they  had  no  power 
to  control  it.  In  conclusion,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
follow  the  usual  practice,  and  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BROWN  sud  that  he  rose  to  protest  against  the 
custom  of  referring  bills  to  a  committee  hostile  to  its  pro- 
visions. He  had  always  understood  that  it  was  incumbent 
upon  them  to  refer  bills  which  were  introduced,  to  the 
friends  of  tile  proposed  measure:  until  wittun  three  or 
four  years  pasl^  that  had  been  the  usual  practice.  Even 
in  tite  British  Parliament,  a  body  certiunly  not  so  favora- 
ble to  liberty  as  an  American  Senate,  it  was  allowed  the 
A-iends  of  a  measure  to  have  the  charge  of  it,  and  prepare 
it  for  an  attack  from  its  enEmies  by  changes  and  amend- 
nwnts,  in  order  to  ^re  it  all  its  force.  SnaJl  the  Ameri- 
can Senate,  said  Mr.  B.,  deny  them  that  privilege?  Wilt 
it  shut  out  facts,  and  smother  the  subject  in  its  indpient 
stj^?  Hr.  B.  proceeded  to  show  that  the  consequence 
of  referring  bills  to  committees  adverse  to  them  would 
be  an  unfavorable  report,  which  would  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  thus  preclude  examination  ai}d  discussion.  He 
swd_  that  experience  during  the  last  session  had  proved 
to  him  that  this  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  refer- 
ence now  proposed.  When  any  question  Iras  brought 
forward  on  any  subject,  it  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of 
aomc^ntlementhatthe  Committee  on  AhmUactures  must 
have  It,  whether  it  belonged  to  them  or  not. 

This  marked  a  new  era  in  our  Oovemment,  and  went 
to  show  that  maau&ctures  alone  were  to  be  heard,  to  the 
nef^ect  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  He  should,  there- 
fbre,  oppose  the  present  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Manu< 


fiu;turea— flot  that  he  was  hostile  totliat  interest.  He  said 
there  was  no  member  of  the  Senate  more  favorable  to 
its  protection,  provided  it  was  done  properly  and  con- 
stitutionally. He  wished  the  Acts  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
sent du^  to  be  examined,  and  the  nccesuty  of  its  conti- 
nuance. 

Mr.  BUCKNER,  of  Missouri,  said  that  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Bbktok]  had  made  the  ref^nce  a  question  of  or- 
der, and  had  appealed  to  the  rules  of  the  House  to  sua- 
tain  his  motion  for  a  reference  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Fi- 
nance. He  did  not  pretend  that  his  experience  in  the 
rules  of  legislation  was  equal  to  that  gentleman's;  but  he 
had  always  understood  that  the  rule  which  the  ^otlemaa 
had  just  read  in  support  of  his  argument  applied,  exclu- 
sively, to  select  committees,  and  could  not  be  made  to 
apply  to  the  present  proposed  reference  to  a  staodinff 
committee.  But  it  was  muntained  that  tlus  question  ahouu 
be  referred  to  a  committee  not  hostile  to  the  measure. 
He  would  ask  that  gentleman  how  it  could  be  ascertained 
Whether  a  committee  was  hostile,  or  otherwise,  before  it 
had  expressed  an  opinion  upon  the  subject.  He  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  fact  of  the  alleged  hostlUty  being 
chared  agunst  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  was  a 
sufficient  ground  to  estabUsh  its  claim  in  favor  of  the  re- 
ference of  the  bill  to  that  committee. 

Why,  said  Mr.  B.,  have  the  gentlemen  supposed  the 
existence  of  the  alleged  hostility?  Is  it  not  because  they 
are  conscious  that  an  important  interest  is  concerned,  and 
the  danger  of  its  being  ii^iired  by  the  proposed  measure 
would  naturally  create  an  opposition?  For  his  part,  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  wished  to  know  how  far  this  bill  would  clash 
with  that  interMti  and,  to  ascertain  this,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  refer  it  to  that  committee  whose  time  and  attentiM 
were  devoted  to  the  examination  of  measures  relating  to 
the  interest  of  manufactures.  He  was  of  a  different  opi- 
nion from  the  gentieman  from  Missouri,  and  should  be  up- 

{)0»ed  to  the  destructive  inroad  which  this  bill  was  calcu* 
ated  to  make  upon  domestic  manu&cturea.  He  felt 
anxious  to  ascertain  how  far  this  measure  would  affect  the 
manufiicturing  interests  of  the  country,  which  could  be 
done  only  by  a  fiiU  investvation  by  the  committee  charged 
with  that  subject.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  its  re- 
ference to  that  committee.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  entirely  incompetent  to 
undertake  the  consideration  of  tiiis  subject,  in  its  most 
important  bearing.  That  committee  had  notlung  to  do 
with  the  interests  of  the  manufiicturing  community.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  first  necessary  to  refer  it  to  the  other 
coDunittee,  in  order  to  discover  the  effect  wlueh  the  bill 
was  likely  to  produce  upon  that  great  interest  of  the 
country.  He  wasdkpnedtotakeinraconsderationeveiy 
interest  concerned,  whether  agricultural,  manufactur- 
ing, or  commercial,  in  their  proper  order.  As  to  this 
biU,  he  might,  afier  due  inquiry  and  deliberation,  be  in 
favor  of  it;  hut  he  wished  the  subject  to  be  first  examined 
by  the  proper  committee,  to  see  that  no  improper  clash- 
ing would  ensue  to  a  great  interest  which  it  was  important 
to  sustain. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  ManufiKtures  or  ImUan  Affairs.  He 
thought  it  belonged  to  the  Finance  Comnuttee;  and  wish- 
ed to  know  whether  the  reference  to  the  first  would  pre< 
vent  a  subsequent  reference  to  the  last. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  that  it  was  the'du^  of  the  Comnuttee 
on  Manufactures  to  look  after  this  subject:  that  they  could 
not  do  it  without  taking  a  view  of  tiie  whole  subject  All 
would  agree  that  it  was  necessary  to  present  a  revised 
bcbeme  of  revenue,  which  shouldbe  reduced  so  as  to  meet 
the  '.vishes  and  expectations  of  the  cotmtry.  This  sub- 
ject, .therefore,  must  be  taken  into  conwdcration  by  that 
committee,  whether  it  waa  specially  referred  or  not.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  it  waa  altogether  immaterial  to  which 
committee  it  waa  referred  now — both  committees  must 
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take  it  into  consideration)  and  report  upon  it.  This,  he 
could  assure  the  ^ntleman,  would  be  done  by  the  Fi- 
nance Coounittee,  whether  it  was  refetred  to  them  now 
or  not.  He,  tiierefbre,  looked  upon  the  debate  upon  the 
Tefttence  to  be  entirely  useless — a  mere  exchai^  of 
words  without  import — mere  dalliance. 

He  sud  that  the  bill  would  also  affect  the  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribesi  it  would, 
therefore,  be  necessary  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiurs,  tbat  it  might  be  ascer- 
tainetl  whether  the  proposed  reduction  eould  be  made 
without  injary  to  those  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade;  but 
the  question  of  reference  he  looked  upon  as  a  mere  iha- 
dow — as  perfect  moon^ine. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  of  reference,  but  in  consequence 
of  information  given  by  the  ch»rman  of  the  Committee 
on  finance,  some  ten  days  ago,  in  relation  to  a  report 
which  that  gentleman  had  stated  it  was  the  intention  of 
that  coDimittee  to  submit  to  the  Senate  before  this  time. 
He  rose  to  inquire  whether  that  report  might  he  expect- 
ed. He  had  understood  the  geatleman  to  say,  two  weeks 
nnce,  that  they  might  expect,  on  the  Monday  following, 
a  general  scheme  M  imposts,  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
country  when  the  public  debt  should  be  discharged. 

Mr.  SMITH  repUed  that  he  did,  at  the  time  referred 
to,  hope  to  be  able  to  submit  the  report  before  this  timej 
but  tliat  there  were  some  of  the  committee  who  were  not 
willing  to  submit  it  until  they  had  received  further  infor- 
mation on  the  subject;  to  obtain  which,  they  had  address- 
ed a  letter  of  inquiry  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury; 
and  they  also  expected  a  report  from  the  convention  of 
New  York.  He  could  not  tell  when  the  required  infor- 
mation would  be  received,  and,  consequently,  did  not 
know  when  the  report  would  be  ready. 

question  was  then  taken  on  the  reference  to  the 
CoDunittee  on  Manufactures,  and  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  foIIowB: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Dallas,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Bving,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holme^  Johnston,  Knigh^  Harey,  Naudain,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Rugglcs,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Tomlin- 
son,  Waggaman,  Webste^  Wilkins.— 35. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Maneum,  Miller,  Moore, 
Smith,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  Whitc.~18. 

AfWr  the  con»deration  of  a  number  of  private  bills. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoHBAT,  jAiruAax  9. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  DALLAS  presented  the  following  memorial  from 
the  President*  Durctors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stotcs: 

7b  tie  Smale  and  Hntte  of  B^reaeniataiea  of  the  United 
Staiee  in  Congnsa  attembkdt 
The  memorial  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  <^  the  United  States,  in  the  name  and 
in  behalf  of  the  Btockholders  of  the  bank,  reipectfiiUy 
represents— 

That  the  charter  of  the  bank  being  about  to  expire 
on  the  4di  of  March,  1836,  your  memorialists  deem  it 
their  dutf  toinrite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  its  renewal. 

The  genenj  connderations  which  caused  the  estabUsh* 
ment  of  the  bank,  the  manner  in  which  it  has  executed 
the  duties  asngned  to  it,  and  the  reasons  which  recom- 
mend its  continuance,  your  memorialists  forbear  to  discuss, 
unce,  of  these  subjects,  your  honorable  bodies  are  more 
compietent  and  appropriate  judges.  They  will  therefore 
netellr  XsCe  the  news  wMeh  induce  thdr  appUcatim  at 
tlui  time. 


Unless  the  question  is  decided  by  the  present  Congress^ 
no  definitive  action  upon  it  can  be  expected  until  within 
two  years  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter— a  period  be- 
fore wliich,  in  the  oj^nion  of  your  memoriallBtB,  it  ii 
highly  expedient,  not  merely  in  relb«nce  to  the  institu- 
tion itself  but  to  the  more  importsnt  interests  of  the  na- 
tion, that  the  determination  of  Congress  should  be  known. 
Independently  of  the  influence'  wmch  the  bank  was  de- 
signed to  possess,  and  which  it  necessarily  exercises  over 
the  state  of  the  currency,  by  which  all  die  pecuniary 
transactions  of  the  community  are  regulated,  its  own  im- 
mediate operations  are  connected  intimately  with  the  local 
businem  or  almost  ere^  section  of  the  United  Statei,  widi 
the  cmmnetdal  intercunges  between  die  several  States^ 
and  the  intncouise  of  them  all  with  foreign  nations. 

Of  the  value  to  the  commumty  of  the  q'stem  which, 
sfter  long  and  an^ous  efforts,  and  at  great  pecuniary 
sacrifices,  your  memorialisto  have  at  length  succeeded  in 
establislung,  it  is  not  for  them  to  speak;  their  more  im- 
mediate purpose  is  to  represent,  as  they  do,  most  respect- 
fully, that  the  continuance  or  destruction  of  that  system, 
tbtis  mdaly  diffused  through  all  the  avenues  of  the  prth 
ductive  industry  of  the  country,  affecting  all  the  relations 
of  public  revenue  and  private  income,  and  contributing  to 
fpve  stability  to  all  the  rewards  of  labor,  is  an  object  of 
^neral  solicitude.  If,  satisfied  with  the  practical  opera- 
tions of  the  institution,  your  honorable  body  shall  deem  it 
worthy  of  continuance,  it  seems  expe^ent  to  relieve  ttie 
countn,  as  soon  as  may  connst  with  mature  deliberation, 
from  the  uncertainty  in  which  all  private  transsction^  and 
all  pubUc  improvements,  dependent  on  the  future  con- 
dition of  the  currency,  and  amount  of  capital  di^}Osable 
for  tbose  objects,  must  necessarily  be  involved  until  your 
deciuon  is  known.  on  the  other  hand,  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  shall  determine  that  the  bank  must  cease  to  exist, 
it  is  still  more  important  that  the  country  should  bej^in 
early  to  prepare  for  the  expected  dunge,  and  that  the  >n- 
sUtution  should  have  as  much  time  as  possible  (o  execute 
the  duty,  always  a  very  delicate  and  cufficult  one,  of  aid* 
ingtiie  commucu^  to  seek  new  channels  of  buAoeai,  and, 
by  gradual  and  gentle  movements,  to  press  with  the  least 
inconvenience  on  the  great  interests  connected  with  it. 

Under  these  impressions,  they  respectfiilly  request  that 
the  charter  <^  the  bank  m»r  be  renewed. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 

N.  BIDDLE,  Frmdent. 
Mr.  DALLAS  said,  that  beii^  requested  to  present  tUa 
document  to  the  Senate,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the  ex- 
isting charter  of  the  banx,  he  be^ed  to  be  indulged  hi 
making  a  few  explanatory  remarlu.  With  unhesitating 
frankness,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  by  the  Senate, 
by  the  good  commonwealth  which  it  was  alike  his  duty 
and  bia  pride  to  represent  with  fideli^  on  that  floor,  and 
by  the  people  generally,  that  this  apphcation,  at  this  time, 
had  been  discouraged  by  him.  Actuated  munly,  if  not 
excluKvely,  by  &  denre  to  -pTeatTVC  to  the  nation  uie  prac< 
tical  benefits  of  the  institution,  the  expediency  of  bnn^ 
ing  it  forward  thus  early  in  the  term  of  its  ineor^orationt 
during  a  popular  representation  in  Congress,  which  must 
cease  to  exist  some  years  before  that  term  expires,  and 
on  the  eve  of  all  the  excitement  incident  to  a  great  politi- 
cal movement,  struck  his  mind  as  more  than  doiwtful. 
He  felt  deep  solicitude  and  appreheotton  lest,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  inquiry,  and  in  the  development  of  views,  un- 
der present  circumstaacei^  it  mMit  be  drawn  into  rei^ 
OF  iomgined  conflict  with  some  higher,  smne  more  flivoritet 
some  more  immediate  wish  or  purpose  of  the  Americui 
people. 

And  from  such  a  conflict,  what  nncere  friend  of  tiiis 
useful  establishment  would  not  strive  to  save  or  rescue  it 
by  at  least  a  temporary  forbearance  and  delay?  Nercr- 
thcleas,  hisconsdous  inexperience  in  the  fonna  and  con- 
tingencies of  legislation  inspired  a  lUrifust  of  hia  own 
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judgment  on  this  merely  preliimnwy  point  The  deter- 
mination of  the  partin  mterested  may  be,  nay,  must  be, 
wiser  and  betteri  and  he  could  not  but  feel  rtrongly  im- 
pretsed  by  tlie  recollection  that  the  Legishture  orFeim- 
^Ivania  recently*  andj  in  effectt  uniuumously,  hid  recom- 
mended the  renewml  of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  He 
becamei  therefore,  a  willing^,  u  he  wat  virtually  an  in- 
structed agent,  in  promoting^,  to  the  extent  of  his  humble 
ability,  an  object  which,  however  dsng'erously  timed  its 
introduction  inij^t  seem,  was  in  itself,  as  be  conceiTed, 
entitled  to  every  conuderatlon  and  favor. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
and  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  in  number, 
and  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  pertoni  and 
papers. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  and  the  reference 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  DALLAS  moved  that  the  appointment  of  the  com*- 
mittee  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  was  not  aware  of  any  reason  for 
the  postoonementf  and  as  noiie  had  been  assigned  for  it, 
he  could  percuve  no  propriety  in  the  postponement.  It 
would,  also,  be  a  thing  unprecedented  m  the  Senate*  and 
unless  some  reasons  were  adduced  in  iavor  of  the  post- 
ponement, he  fchould  prefer  tlut  the  Senate  ihwld,  ac- 
cording to  its  usage,  proceed  at  once  to  the  apptuntment 
of  the  committee. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  poatponcmeat,  'A  was 
negatived — yeas  15,  nays  24* 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  committee, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  to  compose  it, 
riz.  Mr.  Daixia,  Mr.  Waisni,  Mr.  Ewivo,  Mr.  Hatbx, 
and  Mr.  Josavms. 

THETABIFF. 

Mr.  CLAY  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution ; 

Raohedt  That  the  existing  duties  upon  articles  import- 
ed from  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming  into  competi- 
tion with  similar  articles  mode  or  produced  within  the 
United  States,  ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished,  except 
the  duties  upon  wines  and  silks,  and  that  tiiey  ought  to 
be"reducedi  and  that  the  Committee  on  Sinance  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  mr  the  erection  of  barrscks,  quarters,  and 
storehouses,  and  the  purchase  of  a  ute.  In  the  vicinity  of 
New  Orleans,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholes  the  bbuik  in  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JOHN- 
STON, filled  with  the  words  "  one  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars,"  to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  act  into 
effectt  it  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

[A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  this  bill,  growing 
out  ofsome  objections  to  it  on  thepartof  Mr.  FORSYTH, 
not  to  tiie  object,  if  it  could  be  Aown  to  be  necessary, 
but  because  nothing  appeared  on  the  bee  of  the  bill  to 
show  where  the  bsmict^  were  to  be  placed,  or  that  the 
troops  could  not,  for  all  the  defensive  purposes  of  the 
city,  be  as  well  quartered  in  the  fortifications  erected  in 
the  netgfaberhood  of  the  city;  and  because,  moreover, 
the  Senate  was  In  possession  of  no  information  to  show 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  dte  Government  to  keep  a  per- 
manent force  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  requiring  the 
erection  of  permanent  barracks,  &c.  The  objections  of 
Mr.  F.  were  replied  to  by  Mr.  BENTON,  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee.  He  was  answered  also,  and  the  bill 
strenuously  supportf^l  by  Mr-  JOHNSTON,  Mr.  CLAY, 
and  Mr.  WA60AMAN.] 

NAVY  AGENTS. 

The  Senate,  next  resumed  the  considewtion  of  the  f(4- 
lowingbill:  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
June  next,  the  compensation  to  each  permanent  navy 
agent,  in  full  of  per  centsge,  clerk  hire,  rent,  and  aU  other 


Juy  or  allowances  whatsoever,  shall  be  annually  as  fol- 
ows,  and  payable  quarter-yearly,  viz. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H-,  91,300. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  $3,500. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  #3,500. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Phihulelphia,  $3,000. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  $1,500. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Washington,  D.  C,  $3,500. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  $3,800. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  $500. 
To  the  navy  a^nt  at  Savannah,  Geot^a,  $250. 
To  the  navy  agent  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  $3,500. 
Sic.  3.  Jrui  be  it  further  enaded,  Tliat,  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  commander  of  the  navy  yard 
at  the  city  of  Washington  ^all  cease  to  sot  as  navy  ^ntf 
and  that  portion  of  the  act  of  the  37th  of  Mardi,  1804, 
which  made  it  his  duty  so  to  do,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hcreb;,  repealed;  and  a  separate  and  permanent  agent 
shall  be  appointed,  as  in  otlier  cases,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  under  the  same  respoiuibilitie^,  and  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  same  laws  and  reguUtions  which  now 
are,  or  may  hereafter  be,^kdopted  for  other  navv  i^nts. 
And  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  act  as  agent,  not  only  for  the 
navy  yard  in  tluacity,  but  ferthe  Navy  Department,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  thereof,  in  the  payment  of 
such  accounts  and  claims  as  tlie  said  Secretary  may  direct. 

Mr.  HAYNE  read  a  document  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, which  sliowed  the  reasons  on  wliich  tlie  bill  was 
founded.  The  allowances  now  are  various,  and  have 
grown  up  during  a  longtime,  andare  of  doubtful  legally. 
They  have  also  exceeded  the  estimatetof  every  year,  and 
there  are  now  Ivge  claims  on  the  department  in  fiivor  of 
different  agents.  To  remove  the  inconvenience  and  un- 
certainty m  the  present  allowances,  and  to  afford  to  the 
navy  agents  a  compensation  proportioned  to  their  services, 
this  bill  was  framed.  The  second  section  put  the  navy 
agencv  of  Washington  on  the  same  footing  with  other 
agencies.  This  hut  measure  had  been  delayed,  because 
it  was  not  thouglit  of  auffictent  importance  to  adopt  it  as 
a  separate  measure;  but  as  other  agencies  were  now  to  be 
renilatcd,  this  agency  was  embraced  in  the  bill. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

COMMISSIONERS  OP  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  duties  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  this  bill  was  recommended  by  the 
Navy  Department  wiA  a  view  to  divide  the  duties  of  the 
board  among  its  several  members,  instead  of  requiring  as, 
under  the  present  law,  the  joint  action  of  the  board 
upon  every  subject.  It  also  authorized  the  Preudent  to 
make  other  regulations  respecting  the  board.  One  clause 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  tlie 
object  of  which  was  to  give  tlte  board  the  power  to  ex- 
tend the  time  or  alter  the  manner  of  fulfilling  navy  con- 
tracts. This  provision  was  tlioiight  to  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  a  ^ffereoee  of  opinion  which  had 
arisen  between  the  board  and  the  Fourth  Auditor  a«  to  the 
powers  of  the  board.  To  explain  the  operation  of  the 
clause,  he  read  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Bi^ce,  a  contractor,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  pe- 
titioner had  an  equitable  claim  upon  the  department, 
winch  the  accounting  officers  would  not  pay,  because  the 
power  of  the  board  to  allow  an  extension  of  the  time  for 
thefulfilment  of  the  contract  had  beenbrought  into  doubt 
by  a  deuMOn  of  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  asked  whether  tiie  repeal  of  the 
law  authorizing  the  establishment  of  the  board,  which 
forms  a  clause  of  the  bill,  does  not  abolish  tiic  board.  He 
was  unwilling  to  legislate  these  valuable  officers  out  of 
office,  and'  he  su«!«Bted  whether  a  bill  could  not  be 
drawn,  which  would  be  free  from  tliis  objection,  and  at 
the  same  time  meet  the  objects  in  mw- 
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Sir.  HATNE  doubted' whether  die  coMtructioit  pat 
upon  the  finrt  section  by  the  eeittlenun  w»i  correct;  but 
whateTer  might  be  the  legal  effect  of  the  clHue,  it  waa 
BOt  the  intention  of  the  departmeat  or  of  the  committee 
to  legialate  the  present  cotnminioners  out  of  office.  He 
was  not  uawilliDg',  however,  to  stiike  out  the  firat  section, 
and  alter  the  second  section. 

Mr.  CHAIIBEBS  mored  aa  amendment  aoeordhta^; 
and  swgested  that,  if  it  was  thoueKt  expedient  hereafter 
to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the  board  by  nomioatiiw 
Us  members  to  the  Senate,  the  object  RU^fbt  be  provided 
for  in  a  distinct  section. 

'iix.  FOOT  could  not  conceive,  he  said,  how  a  bill,  of 
seven  sections,  could  be  required  for  the  purposes  pro- 
posed. In  one  sectitm  the  whole  object  or  the  bill  could 
be  provided  for.  He  moved  ilwt  the  lull  Ue  on  the  table, 
fiw  the  purpose  of  further  inveitigation.  Tlus  motion  he 
wittidrew,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  drew  the  attention  of  the  gcnUe- 
man  from  Soutii  Carolina  Lo  the  provinon  of  the  uzth 
section  of  the  bill.  These  contracts  are  made  by  the 
navy  boardt  and  this  section  provides  that  the  board  shall 
have  power  to  extend  the  time  fur  the  fulfilment  of 
the  contracts,  and  to  fix  tbe.manner  in  which  the  con- 
tracto  should  be  executed-  Nov  he  nerer  entertained 
the  least  doubt  that  those  who  made  the  contract  neces- 
sarily had  the  power  to  alter  its  terms.  He  thought,  also, 
that  the  power*  of  the  board  should  not  be  Umit^,  in  the 
terms  of  the  bill,  to  the  extension  of  the  time  of  the  con- 
tracts, and  the  manner  of  their  execution^  but  that  the 
power  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  contract  should  be  made 
commensurate  with  the  former  to  make  tiie  contracts.  He 
suggested,  also,  that  if  the  bill  was  passed  giving  this  power 
to  one  depattment'Of  tlie  Cknremmenti  it  votdd  be  finind 
neeesMiy  to  give  it  to  all  others. 

Mr.  HAYNJE  held  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
c<mstniction  of  the  kw  which  was  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  But  that  opinion  cannot 
prevail.  There  must  be  legislation  on  the  subject,  in 
ccMwequence  of  the  Attorney  General.  He  did  not  object 
to  the  proposition  of  tiie  Senator  from  Connecticut  to 
postpone  the  bill  for  the  purpose  <^  investintion.  He 
moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to^  Mid  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Friday  next    llie  motion  prevailed^  and 

1  he  Sraate  then  adjouhied. 

TtllSSAT,  Javuabt  10. 
THE  TABIFF. 
The  resolntion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cut  hang 
taken  up, 

Mr.  CI4AT  asid  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  the 
cbainsan  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  having  expressed 
a  wish  not  to  liave  the  resolution  acted  upon  to^y,  he 
would  not  ask  the  'Senate  to  go  into  the  consideration  of 
it  at  this  time.  But  from  his  extreme  desire  for  the  earl^ 
ezprearion  of  the  ojdnkm  of  the  Senate  on  the  pn^KWi- 
tion,  and  for  the  views  and  wishes  of  those  gentlemen 
who  nugbt  oppose  the  resolution,  he  wished  its  conade- 
ration  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  su^ested 
whether  it  might  not  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to: 
morrow. 

No  (riijection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  following  motion,  yestetday  submitted  by  Mr. 
Tauwcu,  ma  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Bmhtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending 
the  judiciary  act,  as  to  authorize  the  judges  of  the  dis- 
trict courts,  in  vacation,  to  order  any  vessels,  cargo,  or 
other  proper^,  to  be  delivered  to  ttie  claimants,  upon 
b»l  or  stipulaCitHi,  or  to  be  sdd,  when  necessary,  in  the 
same  manner  m  the  lud  oourti  are  now  authoriied  to  do 
in  term  time. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  fidlowing  molaons: 

Setobed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  the  Senate  with  the  names  and  titles  at 
the  foreign  stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
if  any  document  in  his  ofRce  wilt  afford  that  information ; 
and,  if  not,  to  endeavor  to  obtun  that  information  from 
the  bank  aforesaid,  and  lay  it  before  the  Senate  as  soon  aa 
possible,  with  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  each. 

Betohiedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed 
to  lay  befbre  the  Senate  Inftirmation,  first,  of  the  amoOnt 
of  debt  due  firom  in(Uviduals  and  bodies  corporate  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  ^stinguiriiing 
the  amount  secured  by  mortgage  from  that  secured  by 
personal  security  alone;  and  what  portion  of  siud  debts 
are  considered  as  standing  accommodations  to  the  custom- 
ers of  said  bank  and  its  branches. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senatealistoftlie  directors  of  tiie 
Bank  of 'the  Umted  States^  and  of  the  several  branches, 
and  a  statement  of  the  stock  held  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  nimiber  of  shares  held  by  each,  and  the 
State  or  Territory  of  their  rewdeneet  also,  the  amount  of 
specie,  accordhig  to  their  last  return,  in  the  vaults  of  the 
bank  and  its  branches,  distinguishing  the  part  which  be- 
longs to  the  bank,  the  portion  belonging  to  individuals, 
and  to  the  United  States. 

Reioktd,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  monthly  state roenta  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1831. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDTTURES. 

The  bill  for  the  erection  of  barracks,  quarters^  and 
storehouses,  and  the  purchase  of  a  ute,  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  Orleans,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House. 

When  this  bill  was  put  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  offer  some  remarks 
in  reply  to  assertions  which  had  been  made  by  gentlemen 
on  a  former  Occasion,  touching  the  public  expenditures. 
Re  began  by  saying  he  was  in  favor  of  the  present  billj 
because  it  appropriated  money  for  an  object  essential  to 
the  interests  of  a  weak  part  of  the  Unionj  and  no  fear  of 
censure  for  increaung  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  na- 
tion would  deter  him  from  supporting  measures  whi^h  he 
conbidered  necessary  and  conducive  to  the  public  welfiu^. 
Our  duty,  sud  Mr.  S.,  ia  panunouot  to  every  conndera- 
tion  of  this  kind.  I  care  not  whether  tlie  expenses 
of  the  present  administration  have,  or  have  not,  exceeded 
that  of  an^  other  administrationi  my  sole  view  is  to  provide 
for  what  is  necessary,  and  the  provisions  of  this  bill  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  of  this  character. 

On  a  late  occasion,  said  Mr.  S.,  a  bill  in  which  I  felt  a 
deep  interest,  wasrejectedon  the  ground  that  itincreased 
the  public  expenses.  It  did  not.  It  merely  authorized  an 
apprfmriation  of  two  hundred  timusand  dollars  per  annum, 
instead  of  the  annual  sum  of  one  hundred  thouiand  dollars, 
and  would  have  enabled  the  Executive  to  arm  the  fortifi- 
cations in  ten  instead  of  twenty  years.  The  argument  was 
tlien  urged,  tlut  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Government 
went  on  increasing.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Bestoit]  distinctly  said  "that  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  had  nearly  doubled  since  he  took  a  seat  in 
the  Senate."  This  assertion  was  considered  essentially 
correct  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hatxb.] 
The  assertion  thus  broadly  made  by  Senators  of  such  high 
standing,  and  generally  so  very  ciu'rect — by  Senators  who 
are  so  highly  appreciated,  could  not  fail  to  have  great 
influence  on  tiiis  body.  I  confess,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
then  thought  they  were  mistaken,  and  I  answered  them 
guardedly.  I  did  not  positively  deny  tiie  asserticm.  I 
somewhat  doubted  my  own  c^nnioi^  when  opposed  to  tiie 
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pontive  uiertiont  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I  entertain  great 
respect.  When  the  Senate  adjourned  on  tiut  day,  1  re- 
marked to  a  Senator  that  I  thought  those  gentlemen  had 
committed  a  great  error.  He  replied  that  be  thought 
their  atatementa  correct  This  induced  me  to  reflect  on 
the  subject,  and  to  tee  whether  I  could  not  ascertun  the 
truth  or  fallacy  of  the  assertion.  I  found  that  the  Senator 
[Mr.  BivTox]  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  at  the  ses- 
sion of  1821-'22i  ot  course  the  expenditures  for  the  year 
1832  were  those  which  he  asserted  liad  been  nearly 
doubled  unce  he  came  into  the  Senate.  I  saw  how  T 
could  obtain  the  desired  information.  I  caused  a  state- 
ment to  be  made  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Xi^xury,  from  the  year  1823  to  1830,  both  years 
inclunve.  In  order  to  avoid  any  error  in  thU  statement, 
I  sent  it  to  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  of  being  minutely 
exanuned.  It  lias  been  returned  to  me  as  perfectly  cor- 
rect; and  I  was  referred  to  the  book  called  "  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  for  the  year  1830,"  lately  delivered  to  each 
Senator,  for  a  full  view  of  tlie  expenses  for  a  aeries  of 
years,  and  I  found  a  perfect  accordance  with  the  state- 
ment I  had  prepared.  So  that  the  expose  which  I  pro- 
pose to  give,  is,  I  mvf  truly  say,  founded  on  facts,  leaving 
nothing  vague  or  derived  trom  conjecture.  The  book  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  I  immediately  sent  to  the  Baltimore 
library  without  inspecting  it.  I  had  no  idea  of  looking  in 
it  for  Hie  detailed  statement  of  our  expenditures.  Ever^ 
Senator  has  the  book,  and  can,  at  his  leisure,  compare  it 
with  the  view  which  I  propose  to  ^v«i  in  which  1  flatter 
myself  I  shall  be  able  to  show  tlut  tfie  Senators  from 
Missouri  and  South  Carolina  have  been  mistaken;  that  the 
expenses  have  not  nearly  doubled,  nor  increased— in  fact, 
if  the  expenditure  in  one  year  exceed  thirteen  millions, 
the  next  year  &lls  below  that  amount;  and  that  the  average 
expenditure  of  the  last  nine  years,  say  1822  to  1830,  both 
inclusive,  amounts  only  to  the  sui^of  twelve  million  three 
hundred  and  seven^  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  dollars. 

A  superficial  reader,  Mr.  President,  when  he  looks  at 
the  public  expenditures,  most  gcneraUy  will  look  at  the 
sum  total  of  each  year,  and  will  conclude  that  the  ex- 
penses have  been  higher  or  lower  than  usual.  He  has  no 
particular  object  in  view,  and  will  not  give  himself  the 
trouble  to  tnvesti^te  the  causes  which  create  the  Jarge  or 
small  expenditures  of  any  one  ^ear.  Thus,  he  may  look  at 
the  expenses  of  1817,  and  will  find  the  total  amount  to 
have  been  the  enormous  sum  of  #40,877,646.  He  then 
turns  to  the  year  1818,  and  finds  the  total  expenditures  of 
that  year  to  amounttothesumof  #35,104,875.  Hetakes 
the  year  1819,  and  finds  the  expenses  only  ^4,004,199,  and 
concludes  in  his  own  mind  that  the  Congress  of  1817  and 
1818  must  have  been  extravagant  in  their  appropriations 
of  the  public  money,  and  the  Executive  no  better.  When, 
if  he  had  investigated  the  subject  fiilly,  he  would  have 
found  that  there  had  been  paid  in  1817,  towards  the 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  the  unusual  sum  of 
S25,«!3,336,  thus  reducing  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government  to  the  sum  of  #15,454,609;  that,  m  the  year 
1818,  there  had  been  paid  towards  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt  the  sum  of  #21,296,001,  thus  making  the  or- 
dinary expenditures  of  the  Government  amount  to  the 
aimi  of  #13,908,673.  The  expenditure,  independently 
of  the  payment  on  account  of  the  debt,  amounted  to 
#10,300,373  in  the  year  1819.  This  increase  arose  from 
various  causes  not  necessary  to  detail.  There  was  paid 
towards  the  public  debt  in  the  year  1819  the  sum  of 
#7,703,926  only.  This  diminution  of  payment  is  attribu- 
table to  the  flict  that  there  was  little  of  the  principal  of 
the  public  debt  then  payable. 

I  will  now  come,  Mr.  President,  to  my  principal  object. 
It  is  the  assertion,  "that,  since  the  year  1821,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  had  nearly  doubled;"  and  I 
tnut  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  Senator  from  IGa- 


Bouri  [Mr.  Bistoit]  had  been  un^r  some  nusapprehen- 
sion.  The  Senate  are  aware  of  the  effect  wluch  such  an 
assertion,  coming  from  such  high  authority,  must  have 
upon  the  public  mind.  It  certainly  had  its  effect,  even 
upon  tlus  enlMitened  body.  I  mentiened  to  an  Ixmora- 
bie  Senatw  a  kw  days  nnce,  that  ^e  aven^  ordinary 
expenditure  of  the  Government  for  the  last  nine  year* 
did  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twelveanda^alfnulGons.  But, 
said  the  Senator,  the  expenditures  have  greatly  increased 
during  that  period.  I  told  him  I  thought  they  had  not; 
and  I  now  proceed  to  prove,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
four  years,  viz.  1821,  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government  have  not  increased.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  sboir  the  cause*  of  the  reduction  of  expenses 
during  thoee  years,  and  that  tiiey  afl*Md  no  criteria  bjr 
which  to  judge  of  the  neeeoaty  expenees  of  Government, 
and  that  they  are  exceptions  to  tiie  general  rate  ef  ex- 
penditures, arinng  from  particular  cansei.  But  even  th^ 
exhibit  an  expenditure  far  above  the  one4»lf  of  the  pre- 
sent annual  ordinaiy  expenses. 

In  the  year  1823,  which  was  the  period  when  flie  Sena^ 
tor  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bivroir}  took  Us  seat  in  the 
Senate,  the  ordinaty  expense  of  the  GoTemment  amount* 
ed  to  the  sum  of  #9,837,643.  The  expenses  of  die  year 
1823  amounted  to  #9,784,154.  I  proceed,  Mr.  Prc«dent, 
to  show  the  cause  wbi<^  thus  rrauced  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses during  these  yean.  I  speak  in  the  presence  of 
gentlemen,  some  of  whom  were  then  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentative*, and  will  correct  me  if  my  recollection 
should  lead  tne  into  error.  During  the  session  of  tin 
year  1819-'S0  the  Preudent  adced  a  loan,  I  ttunk,  of  five 
millions,  to  definy  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
which  he  had  deemed  neeesnry,  and  for  which  estimates 
had,  as  usual,  been  laid  before  Congress.  A  loan  of  three 
millions  only  was  granted;  and,  in  the  next  session,  another 
loan  of,  I  think,  seven  millions  was  asked,  in  order  to 
enable  the  Executive  to  meet  the  amount  of  expenses 
estimated  for,  aa  neccssaiy  for  the  year  1821.  A  loan  of 
five  ntillions  was  granted  and  in  the  suceee^g  year 
another  loan  of  five  hundred  thousand  doHsrs  was  a 
and  refused.  Congress  were  dissatisfied  that  loans  should 
be  required  in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  meet  the  comr 
mon  expenses  of  the  nation,  and  they  refused  to  grant  the 
amount  asked  for  in  the  estimates,  altliough  this  amount 
would  have  been  granted  if  there  had  been  money  in  the 
treasury  to  meet  them,  without  resorting  to  loans.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (and  it  was  supported  by 
the  House')  lessened  some  of  the  items  estimated  fbr,i  and 
refused  others.  No  Item,  except  such  as  was  indispensa* 
bly  oecesaary,  was  granted.  By  the  adoption  of  this 
course,  the  expenditures  were  reduced,  in  1821,  to 
#10,723,479,  and  to  the  sums  already  mentioned  for  the 
two  years,  1833  and  1833,  and  the  current  expenses  of 
1824,  #10,330,144.  The  consequence  was,  titat  thetrea. 
sury  WHS  restored  to  a  sound  state,  so  that  Congren  waa 
enabled,  in  the  year  1835,  to  appropriate  the  full  amount 
of  the  estimate.  Hie  expenditures  of  1824  amounted  to 
915,330,144.  This  large  expcn^ture  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  payment  made  to  Spain  in  that  j'ear,  of  #5,00(^000 
for  the  purcliase  of  Florida.  I  entertained  doubts  whether 
I  ought  to  include  this  sum  in  the  expenditures,  but,  on 
full  consideration,'!  deemed  it  proper  to  inchide  it.  It 
may  be  said  that  it  waa  an  extrawdinary  paymmt,  and 
such  as  could  not  again  occur.  So  is  the  payment  on  ac- 
count of  asrards  under  tiie  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1837  and 
1828,  amounting  to  #1,188,716.  Of  the  same  character, 
too,  are  the  payments  made  for  the  purchaae  oS  lands 
from  tlie  Indians;  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians;  for  pay- 
ments to  the  several  States  for  moneys  advanced  during 
the  late  war;  and  a  variety  of  other  extraordinanr  charges 
on  the  treasury.  The  payment  on  account  of  the  pur- 
diaae  of  Florida  happened  in  the  last  seven  years;  and  if 
this  sum  were  deducted  fecm  the  expenditures  of  1834, 
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it  would  extubit »  et«at  reduction  in  the  expeiUM  of  the 
hat  seven  yemn,  wnen  contrasted  wittv  those  of  the  levcn 
je»n  between  1817  and  1823,  both  yean  inclunve.  The 
comparison  of  avervge  expenses  between  the  first  seven 
yeara,  contrasted  with  the  last  seven  years,  would  then 
amount  to  1 12,733,337  for  die  first  period,  and  912,388, 868 
fer  tbe  latter  period;  which  would  shoT  an  actual  average 
deercMc  of  9344,469  between  these  periods.  This  de- 
crease could  be  rendered  much  greater,  if  the  other  extra- 
ordinary expenditures  to  which  1  have  referred  were  also 
deducted  in  the  comparison.  The  subsequent  years  be- 
ing ye&a  when  no  aeductions  were  made  fivm  the  esti- 
mate^ it  will  be  seen  to  vary  alternately. 

lo  the  year  1825,  tbe  expenses  were  $11,490,450 
1826»  -  •  13,062,316 

1837,  -  -  12,653,095 

1828,  -  -  13,296,041 

1829,  -  .  12,660,490 

1830,  -  -  13,229,533 
It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  show  that  the  average  ex- 
penditures of 'the  Government  for  these  nine  years,  say 
from  1822  to  1830,  both  inclauve,  amount  only  to  the 
■urn  of  112,370,431.  A  considerable  part  of  tnese  ex- 
pendittirea  has  arisen  from  extraordinaiy  charges  on  the 
treasury,  such  aa.  for  the  removal  of  die  Indianst  Uie  pur- 
chase of  their  lukdsi  the  pajnoent  of  the  States  fer  the 
advances  made  by  them  Siting  the  late  wari  for  property 
destroyed  by  'the  enemy;  and  for  payment  of  awards  un- 
der the  first  article  of  die  treaty  of  Ghent,  amounting  to 
91,188,716.  A  navy  has  been  created,  and  our  national 
flag  floats  proudly  on  every  sea.  Immense  fortifications 
have  been  erected.  Arsenals  have  been  biult  in  different 
parts  of  the  Umoo,  and  filled  mth  small  arms  and  the 
munitiona  of  war.  l^e  only  wonder  is,  that  so  much  haa 
been  done,  with  such  limited  expendituret. 

1  think  1  have  shown,  Hr.  Freudent,  "that  the  ex- 
penditures of  tbe  Government  have  not  nearly  doubled 
nnce  the  year  1821;"  nor  do  I  think  that  there  has  been 
any  increase.  If  there  had  been  any,  the  fiuilt  would 
rest  with  Congress. 

It  has  been  sud,  Mr.  Prendent,  **  that  the  expenses  of 
the  Goremment  increase  annually,  and  go  on  increaung." 
With  a  view  of  testing  this  assertion,  and  also  of  elucidat- 
ing the  subject,  I  trust  I  shall  be  permitted  to  institute  a 
few  comparisons.  The  first  will  be  between  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  four  years,  1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820,  with 
those  of  the  four  years,  1827,  1838,  1829,  and  1830. 
find,  on  exanunation,  that  the  average  expenses  of  the 
first  four  yests  ainount  to  tbe  sum  of  914,699,521,  and  of 
the  last  feur  years  to  the  sum  of  912,959,790,  showing  a 
decrease  in  the  public  expenditures  excee<Ung  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars;  thus  amply  contmdieting  the  asser- 
tion, that  the  public  expenditures  "go  on  increasing-" 
The  second  comparison  I  shall  make  will  be  between  the 
four  yeara,  1823,  1824,  1825,  and  1826,  widi  those  of 
1827,  1828,  1S29,  and  1830.  I  find  diat  the  average 
expense  'of  the  first  four  years  amounts-  to  the  sum  of 
412,416,768,  and  the  hut  four  years  to  91%9S9,790,  riiow- 
inpan  averwe  mcrease  of  9f543,022,  or  an  annual  kvera^ 
increase  of  9135,755,  tnconnderable  in  amount,  and  ansr 
ing  from  die  reduced  expenditures  in  tbe  year  1823,  the 
cause  for  which  has  been  already  stated,  and  to  tbe  pay- 
ment in  1830  of  the  Massachusetts  militia  clum  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.   Were  it  not  for  the 

Eyment  of  this  latter  chtim  in  1830,  the  comparison  would 
ve  shown  a  different  result.  The  true  test  is  to  he 
found  in  ccMDparing  the  expen^turea  of  the  Oovemment 
in  those  years  when  Congress  were  not  restricted  in  the 
expenditures  by  reason  of  a  scanty  treasury. 

Tbe  next  cmnparison  I  offer,  will  be  the  expenditures 
of  the  seren  years  from  1817  to  1823,  both  years  inclusive, 
with  those  of  the  seven  subsequent  years,  beginning  with 
the  year  18S4  to  1830,  both  inchisive,  and  I  find  that  tbe 


annual  average  expenditure  of  the  first  seven  years 
amounts  to  912,733,337,  and  of  the  last  seven  years  to 
the  sum  of  913,103,154 — presenting  an  inconuderable 
increase,  which  is  entirely  attributable  to  the  fact  diat  re- 
ductions had  been  made  in  the  years  1821, 1822,  1823, 
and  1834,  on  account  of  a  scanty  treasury-,  which  reduc- 
tions, in  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government,  had 
bad  a  tendency  to  cause  an  increase  of  expenditures  in 
the  succeeding  years.  These  reductions  were  not  savings^ 
they  were  a  mere  temporary  diminution  of  necessary  ex- 
penditures. The  majority  of  the  objects  dius  reduced, 
or  altogether  refused,  were,  in  the  subsequent  years,  pro- 
vided for. 

it  isperfecdy  fair,  Mr.  President,  to  compare  a  aeries  of 
years  with  an  equal  number  of  years}  but  it  is  nrither  fidr 
nor  just  to  select  one  year,  and  to  compare  it  with  another. 
I  speak  with  reference  to  the  annual  ordinary  expenditures. 
Would  it  be  fiur  towards  the  late  President  Monroe,  to 
compare  the  expenses  of  the  last  ^ear  of  his  administra- 
tion, amounting  to  915,330, 144,  with  the  first  year  of  Hr. 
Adams's  administration,  which  amounted  only  to  11,490,549 
dollars?  Would  it  be  proper  to  compare  the  expenditures 
of  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  whidi 
amounted  to  913,396,041,  with  the  first  year  of  President 
Jackson's  admiiustration,  which  was  9l3,660,^K)?  Certain* 
ly  not.  Tudo  so,  would  becomnutdng  an  act  of  politick! 
injustice,  and  yet  I  have  seen  this  done.  But,  if  you 
compare  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration  with 
the  second  year  of  President  Jackson's,  (912,229,533,) 
little  difference  in  the  expenses  will  be  found  to  exist. 

I  have,  Mr.  President  shown  to  my  own  satisfaction, 
and,  I  trust,  to  that  of  the  Senate,  that  the  expenses  of  the 
QoTemment  have  not  only  not  nearly  doubled  nnce  the 
year  1831~-(unleas  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  13,396,041 
dollars,  being  the  expenditures  in  1828,  be  nearly  double 
tbe  sum  of  99,827,613,  the  amount  of  expenditures  of 
1823) — have  not  increased,  and,  on  the  contrary,  have 
actually  decreaMd-  I  have  taken  for  the  investigation  of 
the  subject  the  eight  years  of  the  late  Prendent  Monroe's 
administradon,  the  four  years  of  tbe  administration  of 
Mr.  Adam^  and  the  two  years  of  Prendent  Jackson's 
administration,  to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up  at  the 
treasury;  and  in  this  investigation  and  comparison  I  have 
carefiilly  avoided  every  thing  of  a  party  complexion. 

Having  been  a  member  of,  and  for  several  years  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House  of 
Representadves,  and  having  also  been  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  in  the  Senate,  t  consider  it  an  im- 
plied refiecdon  on  those  committees  that  they  had  seen 
with  incUfference  the  expenses  of  the  Government  annu- 
ally increaung,  and  actually  nearly  doubling  in  tune  years. 
I  have  therenne  deemed  It  incumbAit  upon  me,  in  jwrd- 
cular,  to  make  the  necessary  investigadon  of  this  subject, 
and  to  present  to  die  Senate  the  extensive  view  I  nave 
submitted  in  relation  to  a  matter  which  has  so  irequendy 
been  misrepresented,  and  which  I  trust  will  be  considered 
a  suffident  apology  for  having  occupied  so  much  of  the 
time  aS  the  Senate. 

EXHIBIT,  showmg  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  excluave  of  the  payments  on 
account  of  the  public  debt,  fVom  the  year  1817  to  1830, 
.  both  indonve. 


Yeart.  Expenditures. 

Yeart.  Exptndiiwea. 

1817  -   915,454,609  92 

1818  -     13,908,673  78 

1819  .     16.300,373  44 

1820  •     13,134,530  57 

1821  -     10^723,479  07 

1822  -      9,837,643  51 
1833     -      9,784,154  59 

1824  9r5".330,'U4Tl 

1825  .     11,490,459  84 

1826  -     13,063,316  27 

1827  -     12,653,095  65 

1828  -  .   13,296,041  45 

1829  -     12,660,490  62 

1830  -     13,229,533  33 
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Mr.  BENTON  rose  tn  reply  to  tlie  Senator  froin  Mary- 
land. Mr.  B.  aiud  that  %  remark  bis,  in  a  former 
debate,  seemed  to  have  been  the  occanon  of  the  elaborate 
financial  statements  wbidi  the  Senator  from  Maryland  had 
just  gone  through.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  made  the  remark 
in  debate;  it  was  a  general  one,  and  not  to  be  treated  as 
an  account  stated  by  an  accounting  officer.  His  remark 
was,  that  the  public  expenditure  had  nearly  doubled  since 
hehad  been  a  member  of  theSenate.  Neither  the  words 
used^northe  mode  oftheexpreasiontimplied  the  accuracy 
of  an  account)  it  was  a  remark  to  signify  a  great  and 
inordinate  increase  in  a  comparatively  dbort  time.  He  had 
not  come  to  the  Senate  this  day  with  the  least  expectation 
of  being  called  to  justify  that  remark,  or  to  hear  a  long 
iUTMgnment  of  it  argued;  but  he  was  ready  at  all  times 
to  justify,  and  he  would  quickly  do  it.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
when  he  made  the  remark,  he  bad  no  statement  of  ac- 
counts in  lus  eye,  but  he  had  two  great  and  broad  facts 
before  him,  which  all  the  figures  and  calculations  upon 
earth,  and  all  the  compound  and  comparatiTe  statements 
of  arithmeticians,  could  not  shake  oruter,  which  wer^— 
first,  that  since  he  came  into  the  Senate  the  machinery  of 
this  Government  was  worked  for  between  eight  and  nine 
millions  of  dollars;  and,  secondly,  the  actual  payments 
for  the  last  year,  in  the  President's  message,  were  about 
fourteen  millions  and  three-quarters.  The  sum  estimated 
for  the  foture  ezpeniUturei^  by  the  Secntaiy  of  the 
Treaniry,  was  thirteen  and  a  half  nuUiontf  but  fifteen 
miBions  were  recommended  by  him  to  be  levied  to  meet 
increased  expenditures.  Mr.  B.  said  these  were  two  great 
facts  which  he  had  in  his  eye,  and  which  he  would  justify. 
He  would  produce  no  proofs  as  to  the  second  of  his  fiusts, 
because  the  Prewdent's  message  and  the  Sea«tary's  re- 
port were  so  recently  sent  in,  and  so  universally  reprinted, 
th»t  ev«y  person  could  recollect,  or  turn  to  their  contents, 
and  veri^  nil  statement  upon  their  own  ezaminadon  m 
recoUectioD.  He  would  verify  bis  first  statement  only  by 
proofs,  and  for  that  purpose  would  refer  to  the  detailed 
statements  of  the  public  expenditures,  compiled  by  Van 
Zandt  and  Watterston,  and  for  which  he  had  just  sent  to 
the  room  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  would 
take  the  years  1822-*2i  for  he  was  not  simple  enough  to 
take  the  jrears  before  the  reduction  of  the  army,  when  he 
was  lookiiw  for  the  lowest  expendi^ire.  Four  thousand 
men  were  disbanded,  and  had  renoained  disbuided  ever 
since;  tbey  were  disbanded  nnee  he  came  into  the  Senate; 
he  would  therefore  date  from  thai  reduction.  This  would 
briny  him  to  the  years  1822-'3,  when  you,  air,  (the  Vice 
President,)  was  Secretat7  War.  What  was tbe  whole 
expenditure  of  the  Goremment  fiv  each  of  thote  rears? 
It  stood  thus: 

1822,  #17.676.592  63 

1823,  15,314,171  00 

These  two  sums  include  every  head  of  expenditure — 
they  include  public  debt,  revolutionary  and  invalid  pen- 
sions;  three  heads  of  temporary  expenditure.  The  pay- 
ments on  account  of  tiie  public  debt  in  those  two  years, 
were-— 

In  1822,  #7.848,919  13 

1823,  5,530,016  41 

l>edact  these  <wo  sums  from  the  total  expcnditui«  of 
the  years  to  which  they  refer,  and  you  will  have~ 

For  1822,  #9,727,673  41 

1823,  9,784,155  59 

llie  pensions  for  those  years  were — 

Sevolutianarg.  MraSd.  4ggn^;ale. 

1823,  #1,643.590  94      #305,608  46      #1,947,199  40 
1833,    1,449,097  04       331.491  48        1,730,588  53 
Nov,  deduct  these  pensions  from  the  yean  to  wluch 
they  refer,  and  you  will  have  just  about  #8,000,000  a« 


the  expense  of  woriung  the  machinety  of  the  Govemmeut 
at  the  period  which  I  had  in  my  vyc.  But-the  penaioas 
have  not  yet  totally  ceased)  ihey  are  mudi  diminiriied 
since  1623,  1823,  and  in  a  few  years  must  cease.  The 
revolutionary  pennoners  must  now  average- seventy  yean 
of  age;  their  stipends  willsoon  cease.  I  hold  myself  well 
justified,  then,  in  saying,  as  I  did,  that  the  exp«iditureB  of 
the  Government  have  nearly  doubled  in  my  time,  'llie 
remark  bad  no  reference  to  administratinns.  There  waa 
nothing  comparative  in  it;  nothing  intended  to  put  up,  or 
put  down,  any  body.  The  burdens  of  the  people  is  the 
only  tUng  I  wish  to  put  down.  My  service  in  the  Senate 
has  extended  under  three  administrations,  and  myperioda 
of  calculation  extend  to  all  three.  My  opinion  now  is, 
that  the  machinery  of  this  Government,  after  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  Aould  be  worked  for  ten  millions  or 
less,  and  two  millions  more  for  extraordinariesi  in  all 
twelve  millions;  but  this  is  a  pcnnt  for  foture  dttcusnon. 
My  present  object  ii  to  show  a  great  inoreasfc  in  a  short 
timet  and  to  4iow  that,  not  to  affect  individuali,  but  to 
slww  ttie  neeessi^  of  practisti^  what  we  all  profess 
economy.  I  am  against  keeping  up  a  revenue,  after  the 
debt  and  pensions  are  paid,  as  urge,  or  neariy  as  laige,  as 
the  expenditure  was  in  1822,  1B23,  with  these  items  in- 
cluded. I  am  for  throwing  down  my  load,  when  I  get  to 
the  end  of  my  journey.  I  am  for  throwing  off  the  burden 
of  the  debt,  when  I  get  to  the  end  of  the  debt  The 
burden  of  the  debt  is  the  taxes  levied  on  acconntttf  it.  I 
am  for  abolisUng  these  taxes;  and  tins  is  the  great  ques- 
tion upon  which  parties  now  go  to  trial  before  the  Ameri- 
can people.  One  word  more,  and  I  am  done  for  the 
present.  The  Senatw  from  Maryland,  to  make  up  a 
goodly  average  for  1832  and  1833,  adds  the  expenditure 
of  182^  which  includes,  besides  rixteen  millions  and  a 
half  for  the  public  debt,  and  a  nultion  and  %  half  for  pen* 
siona,  the  sum  of  five  a^fiou  fbrthe  purchase  of  Flondn. 
Sir,  he  must  deduct  twenty-two  nulliona  tetaa  that  com- 
putation; and  that  deduction  will  bring  his  avenge  for 
those  yean  to  agree  very  closely  with  my  statemenL 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  that  he  had  been  called  upon  unex- 
pectedly to  answer  for  his  remarks  made  a  few  days  ago  on 
another  bill.  If  he  had  been  aware  of  the  intention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  he  should  have  taken  the  pains 
to  be  prepared  with  statements  to  make  out  the  correct- 
ness of  the  Mseition  alluded  to.  He  swd  itmust  be  recol- 
lected that  it  was  not  lus  assertion  that  the  **  expenses 
were  nearly  doubled.**  That  had  been  the  assertion  -ot 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri;  and  it  had  struck  him  so 
forcmly,  that  be  had  merely  adverted  to  the  language  of 
that  gentleman  in  his  subsequent  remarks,  and  added,  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government  had  been  annually 
increasing  ever  unce  he  lutd  been  in  the  Senate.  For  thn 
addtttonal  assertion,  and  for  tluit  alone,  he  sb>od  responri- 
ble;  and  if  he  was  mistaken  in  that  remark,  he  was  never 
BO  much  nustakcn  in  any  point  in  the  whole  coarse  of  hb 
life.  He  wasstillecnifidentoriticorrectneH)  andhe  trust- 
ed that,  before  this  matter  was  done,  with,  he  should  be 
«ble  to  satisfy  the  Senate  and  the  country  that  it  was  not 
him,  but  the  chairman  of  the  CommKtee  on  Finance,  who 
wasmistaken.  He  ^  notintend  to  do  this,  however,  by 
any  comparison  of  a  series  of  vean  and  general  aven^ei^ 
as  that  gentleman  bad  done,  out  he  shoukt  submit  a  reso- 
lution to  the  Senate,  calling  for  the  nccewary  information 
in  relation  to  the  expenditures  dorii^  the  time  mentioned, 
from  the  proper  officer  of  the  department;  and  if  the  re- 
sult of  that  statement  did  not  make  out  his  assertion  to  be 
correct,  he  would  acknowledge  his  error,  and  abide  by 
that  deciuon;  and  he  expected  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land would  do  the  same.  Mr.  H.  said  that  if  the  event 
shoold  show  him  in  an  error,  it  was  that  gentleman's  fault, 
forhehadledhim  bitoAe  error,  if  an  error  it  was^  which, 
however,  be  did  not  bdieve.  He  had  led  him  to  beUeve 
thnt  there  wu  an  inmued  expen^ture,  by  his  ideated 
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attempts  to  justify  the  fact,  bj'  ur^ng  the  necessity  of  an 
increase  to  keep  pace  with  the  times.  Sir,  said  >Ir.  H., 
cao  I  for^t  that  it  had  been  publicly  stated  that.  In  tbe 
tvo  firat  years  of  the  present  aamtnisbatlon,  the  expen^- 
tures  of  tiie  Government  on  internal  improvements  were 
greater  than  during  tlie  whole  four  years  of  the  late  nd- 
ministiation?  Can  I  forget  tbe  fact  I  have  nerer  seen 
denied  by  tbe  friends  of  the  pr*;^nt  administration,  though 
repeatedly  rung  in  their  cars?  But,  on  the  contrary,  they 
have  uruibnnly  maintained  that  this  increase  was  occa- 
sioned by  approprlationa  under  the  prerious  administra- 
tion. Can  I  forget  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has 
told  the  Senate  that  it  was  the  intenUon  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  fifteen  millions  after 
the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  because  that  sum  would 
probably  be  wanted  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Where,  said  Mr.  H  ,  shall  we  find  the  boasted 
diminution  of  tbe  expenses  of  this  Government?  Shall  we 
find  it  in  the  civil  li&t,  or  diplomatic  intercourse?  Shall 
we  find  it  in  the  army,  the  navy,  or  in  any  department  of  the 
Government?  On  the  contrary,  has  it  been  our  constant 
policy  to  create  new  office^  and  enlarge  the  salaries  of 
those  already  existing? 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  will  have  this  matter  determined 
by  an  appeal  to  facts  which  cannot  deceive  us,  which  the 
proposed  resolution  will  elicit. 

How  can  the  gentleman  suppose  that  I  should  imas'lne 
the  expenditures  were  not  increased,  in  the  face  of  all 
tiiose  nets  whidi  the  gentleman  himself  has  admitted? 
Have  I  not,  said  Mr.  H.,  risen  in  my  place,  repeatedly, 
to  oppose  the  various  new  appropriations  which  have  been 
called  for,  and  received  for  answer  that  the  increased 
wants  oF  our  growing  country  required  them?  If  mis- 
taken, therefore,  the  fault  lies  upon  those  who,  having 
our  fiiHAces  in  chaise,  eould  long  since  have  corrected 
tlie  supposed  error.  He  was  persuaded,  however,  there 
was  no  error — there  could  be  none.  Indeed,  be  under- 
stood the  gentleman  himself  to  show  an  average  increase 
oftbe  expenditures.  And  bow  could  it  he  otherwise? 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  refemng  bact  to  the 
documents  this  morning,  states  the  average  expenditures, 
for  some  years  back,  at  nine  millions;  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  gives  the  average  of  the  few  last  years  at 
twelve  millions;  and  that  Senator  himself,  only  a  few  days 
^o,  set  down  the  future  average  at  fifteen  millions.  And 
yet  we  are  gravely  told  our  expenses  are  not  increasing. 
At  the  concluuon  of  the  preceding  debate, 
Mr.  FORSYTH  rpse,  and  stated  why  he  (having  object- 
ed to  the  bill  yesterday  for  want  of  certain  information) 
should  now  vote  for  it,  as  he  had  obtained  tbe  information 
which  he  desired  on  the  subiiect,  (and  which  be  recapitu< 
iated  to  tlie  Senate,}  and  wis  satkfied  ofthe  expediency  of 
thebUI. 

I'HE  ORDNANCE  BILL. 

The  bin  providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
ordnance  corps  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON,  as  cburman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
roee  to  explain  it.  He  first  asked~for  the  reading  of  a  let- 
ter from  ^e  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been 
referred  by  the  comnuttee  for  his  remarks  and  su^es- 
tions.  [The  letter  was  read  1^  the  Secretary  of  the  Se- 
nate,  and  expressed  aftvotable  opimon  of  the  lull.]  Ur. 
B.  then  proceeded  with  his  explanations.  He  said  the 
title  of  the  biU  was  to  organize  the  Ordnance  Department; 
and  the  ttlie  was  right.  The  Ordnance  Department  had 
no  offmnization;  it  had  grown  op  by  piecemeal  ti-om  smalt 
beginrungs  to  a  great  and  important  branch  of  the  military 
establu^ment,  voA  needed  an  organization  suited  to  its 
present  magnitude.  *  BenUors  could  judge  iA  tlua  m^ni- 
tude,  when  ne  told  them  tlut  tbe  arau  and  mnnitiora  Of 
war  in  the  care  of  this  department  were  now  worth  twelve 
miffions  of  dtdlars,  and  were  dtstrUnited  all  over  the  Onion, 
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from  the  lakes  to  the  Gulf,  fVom  the  Atlantic  to  the  Wi- 
sis^ppi:  and  besides  this  quantity  on  hand,  about  one 
miUton  of  dollars  was  annuiJly  expended  either  to  inoreaae 
it,  or  to  supply  the  current  use  and  consumption.  An 
establishment  having  so  muet)  property  in  charge,  requir- 
ed an  organization,  and  this  was  wh^  the  bill  proposed. 
The  first  section  provided  for  the  enlistment  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  for  the  ordnance  servicci  they  would 
supply  tbe  place  of  about  tliat  number  of  laborera  now 
hired  to  do  the  busness  of  soldiers.  This  rin^le  ftct  would 
show  that  the  department  was  without  organiaation.  The 
second  section  provided  (br  the  appointment  of  a  veteran 
sergeant,  to  take  care  of  the  ordnance  stores  at  each  post. 
Such  an  appointment  was  necessary,  and  would  stand  in 
the  place  ofthe  conductors  of  artillery,  formerh^  allowed 
for  the  same  purpose,  but  dropped,  he  believed,  from  in- 
advertence, in  the  repeal  of  diflferent  laws.  Another  sec- 
tion provided  for  the  repeal  of  existing  lawfl  which  would 
clash  with  the  present  bill  if  passed  into  a  law.  The  con- 
cluding section  provided  fete  adcUtionat  officer^  and  regu- 
lated their  pay.  Mr.  B.  nud  the  l^uent  number  <tf 
officers  was  entirely  too  few,  besides  neing  officers  de- 
tached from  the  line  ofthe  army,  and  not  tnuned  to  ord- 
nance duties. 

These  were  the  brief  reasons  for  preferring  the  bill, 
which  was  not  a  new  measure,  but  had  been  before  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  favorably  reported  by  their  com- 
mittees for  several  v  ears.  Hie  expense  was  the  next  Item. 
On  this  head,  he  aud,  the  enlisted  men  would  tie  no  addi- 
tional expense,  but  rather  an  economy,  as  hired  men  were 
now  employed.  -  Tlie  sergeants  put  on  ordnance  du^ 
would  be  but  a  trifle(  and  Would  be  some  reward  to  a 
veteran,  and  stimulate  him  to  act  so  as  to  deserve  it.  The 
only  additional  expense  was  in  the  officering  the  corps, 
and  that  would  add  about  $12,000  of  addition^  expense. 
Mr.  B.  submitted  that  this  was  nothing  when  the  question 
was  to  provide  for  the  preservation  and  due  accountabiU^ 
of  twelve  millionsof  dollars  worth  of  public  prop«ty,  and 
to  secure  the  most  sldlfiil  and  efficient  application  of  a 
million  per  annum  to  the  manufacture  of  arms,  and  the 
acquisition  of  munitions  of  war.  Mr.  B.  then  said  that  he 
had  made  this  brief  statement  to  apprise  the  Senate  ofthe 
nature  of  the  billi  and  he  would  now  comply  with  the 
request  made  of  him  by  one  of  the  Senaton  fnm  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  WiiKr»s,J  and  let  the  hill  Ue  over  a  day  or 
two  for  consideration.  When  it  was  called  up  agam,  it 
would  afford  him  pleasure  to  answer  any  questions  which 
Senators  might  put.  ' 

Mr.  WILKINS  expressed  his  desire  to  have  a  little  time 
to  look  into  the  bill,  and  it  was  lud  on  the  table,  to  be 
taken  up  in  a  day  or  two. 
[Tbe  bill  was  taken  up  subsequenUy,  and  paved.] 

Wbdwxsdai,  Jim) art  11. 
The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bbxtoh, 
were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Cut  on 
Monday  last,  being  the  special  order  ofthe  day,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration: 

Saokedt  That  the  existing  duties  upon  articles  iinport- 
ed  firom  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming  in  competition 
with  dmilar  wtlcles  made  or  produced  within  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  forthwitii  abolished,  except  the  duties 
upon  wines  and  nlka,  and  that  those  ought  to  oe  reduced^ 
and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to  re- 
port a  bill  accordingly. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  CLAT  rose,  and 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows:  I  have  a  finr  obsem- 
tiims,  Mr.  Preadent,  and  only  a  few,  to  submit  to  the  Se- 
nate, on  the  measure  now  befim  yout  in  dmw  iMA  I 
have  to  ask  all  your  indulgence.   I  am  getdng  oid{  I  feel 
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but  toosen«b1y,  and  unaffectedly,  the  effects  of  approsch- 
ingage;  and  I  have  been,  for  some  years,  very  little  in 
tbe  habit  of  addresnng  deliberative  assemblies.  I  am  told  1 
have  been  the  cause — tbe  most  unwilling  cause,  if  I  have 
been,  of  exciting  expectations,  the  evidence  of  which  is 
aroundus.  I  regrelit)  for  however  thesubject  on  which 
I  am  to  speak,  in  other  hands  might  be  treated  to  gratify 
or  to  reward  the  presence  and  attenlioii  now  given,  in 
nune  I  have  nothing  but  a  plun,  unramished,  and  unam- 
bitious exposition  to  make. 

It  forms  no  part  of  my  present  purpose,  stud  Mr.  C,  to 
enter  into  a  con^dcration  of  tbe  established  policy  of  pro- 
tection. Strong  in  the  convictions,  and  deeply  seated  in 
tiie  affcctkms,  of  a  brge  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  it  stands  self-vindicated,  in  the  general 
prosperity,  in  the  rich  fruits  which  it  has  scattered  over 
the  land,  in  the  experience  of  all  prosperous  and  power- 
ful naUons,  present  and  past,  and  now  m  that  of  our  own. 
Nor  do  I  thmk  it  necessary  to  discuss  that  policy  on  this 
resolution.  Other  gentlemen  may  think  differently,  and 
may  choose  to  argue  and  assaiJ  it.  If  the  v  do,  I  have  no 
doubt  tiiat,  in  all  parts  of  the  Senate,  memDcrs  more  com. 
petent  than  I  am,  will  be  reaify  to  defend  and  support  it. 

object  now  is  to  limit  raysdf  to  a  oresentation  of  cer- 
tain news  and  principles  connected  with  tbe  present 
financial  condition  of  the  country. 

A  conaderation  of  the  state  of  the  public  revenue  has 
become  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  near  approach 
of  the  entire  extinction  of  the  public  debt;  and  1  concur 
with  you,  mr,  in  believing  that  no  season  could  be  more 
appropriate  than  tbe  present  sesnon  of  Congress  to  en- 
deavw  to  make  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  tariff. 
The  public  debt  chiefly  arose  out  of  the  late  war,  justly 
denominated  the  second  contest  for  national  indepen- 
dence. An  act]  commonly  called  the  sinking  fund  act, 
was  passed  by  Congress  near  fifteen  years  ago,  providing 
for  its  reimbursement.  That  act  was  prepared  and  pro- 
posed by  a  friend  of  yours  and  mine,  whose  premature 
death  was  not  a  loss  merely  to  his  native  State,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments,  but  to  the  whole 
nation.  No  man,  with  whom  I  ever  bad  tlie  honor  to  be 
associated  in  the  legidative  councils,  combined  more  ex- 
tenave  and  useful  information,  with  more  firmness  of 
judgment  and  hiandness  of  manner,  than  did  the  lamented 
Mr.  Lowndes.  And  when,  in  the  prime  of  life,  by  the 
dispensation  of  an  aU-wise  Providence,  he  was  taken  from 
us,  his  country  had  reason  to  anticipate  tbe  greatest  bene- 
fits ftom  tus  wisdom  and  discretion.  Bv  tlut  act,  an  an- 
nual appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  was  made 
towartu  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  tiie 
puUic  debt;  and  also  any  excess  which  might  yearly  be  in 
tbe  treasury,  beyond  two  millions  of  dollars,  which  it  was 
thought  prudent  to  reserve  for  unforeseen  exigencies. 

But  this  system  of  regular  and  periodical  application 
of  public  revenue  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
would  hare  been  unavailing,  if  Congreaabad  neglected  to 
provide  the  necessary  ways  and  means.  Congress  did 
not,  however,  neglect  the  performance  of  that  duty.  By 
various  acts,  and  more  espe^ally  by  the  tariff  of  1834 — 
the  abused  tariff  of  1834---the  public  coffers  were  amply 
replenished,  and  we  have  been  enabled  to  reach  our  pre- 
sent proud  eminence  of  financial  prosperity.  After  Con- 
gress had  thus  abimdanUy  provi^d  ninds,  and  directed 
their  systematic^  application,  the  duty  remained  to  be 
performed  by  the  Executive  was  one  mmply  nunisterial. 
And  no  Executive  and  no  administration  can  justly  claim 
for  itself  any  other  merit  in  the  discharge  of  the  public 
debt,  than  that  of  a  ^thful  execution  of  the  laws — no 
other  merit  than  that  similar  one  to  which  it  is  entitled  for 
directln^a  regular  payment  of  what  is  due,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  army  and  navy,  or  to  the  officers  of  the  civil 
Government,  for  their  salaries, 

The  operation  of  the  sinking  fund  act  commenced  with 


the  commencement  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration.  Du- 
ring its  continuance  of  eight  years,  owing  to  the  embar- 
rassments  of  tbe  treasury,  the  ten  millions  were  not 
regularly  applied  to  the  pa]nDient  of  the  debt;  and,  upon 
the  termination  of  tliat  administration,  the  treasury  stood 
largely  in  arrear  to  the  sinking  ftind.  During  the  subse- 
quent administration  of  four  years,  not  only  was  the  ten 
millions  faithfully  applied  during  eich  year,  but  those 
arrears  were  brought  up,  and  all  previous  deficiencies 
made  good.  So  that,  when  the  present  administration 
began,  a  plain,  unincumbered,  and  well-defined  path  lay 
directly  before  it.  Under  the  measures  which  have  been 
devised,  in  the  ^ort  term  of  fifteen  years,  the  Govern- 
ment has  paid  nearly  one  hundred  millions  of  principal, 
and  about  an  equal  sum  of  interest}  leaving  the  small  rem- 
nant behind  of  twenty-four  millions. 

Of  that  remnant,  thirteen  millions  consist  of  the  three 
per  cent,  stock  created  by  the  act  of  1790,  which  the 
Government  does  not  stand  bound  to  redeem  at  any  pre- 
scribed time,  but  which  it  may  discliarge  whenever  it  suit* 
its  own  convenience;  and  when  it  is  discharged,  it  must 
be  done  by  tbe  payment  of  dollar  for  dollar.  I  cannot 
think,  and,  I  should  suppose.  Congress  can  hardly  be- 
lieve, with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  pay  off  a  stock  of  thirteen  millions,  entitling 
its  holders  to  but  three  per  cent,  with  a  capital  of  thir- 
teen millions,  worth  an  interest  of  six  per  cent. — in  otiier 
words,  to  take  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  two  dollars 
to  pay  one  in  the  hands  of  the  stockliolder. 

The  moral  value  of  the  payment  of  a  national  debt  con- 
sists in  the  demonstration  which  it  affords  of  the  ability  of 
a  country'  to  meet,  and  its  integrity  in  fulfilling,  all  its 
engagements.  That  the  resources  of  this  country,  in- 
creasmg  as  it  constantly  is  in  population  and  wealth,  are 
abundantly  sufficient  to  meet  any  debt  which  it  may  ever 
prudentiy  contract,  cannot  be  doubted.  And  its  punctu- 
ality and  probity,  from  the  period  of  the  assumption,  in 
1790,  of  the  debt  of  the  revolution,  down  to  the  present 
time,  rest  upon  a  solid  and  incontest^le  foundation.  The 
•Jang""*  perhaps,  is,  not  that  it  will  not  fcirly  meet  its  en- 
gagements, but  Uiat,  ttvttti  an  inordinate  avidity,  arising^ 
from  temporary  causes,  it  may  bring  discredit  upon  itself 
by  improvident  arrangements,  which  no  prudent  man,  in 
the  management  of  his  private  affairs,  would  ever  think  of 
adopting. 

Of  the  residue  of  that  twenty-four  millions  of  debt,  after 
deducting  the  thirteen  millions  of  three  per  cent.,  less 
than  two  millions  are  due,  and,  of  right,  payable  within 
the  present  year.  If  to  that  sum  be  added  the  moiety 
which  becomes  due  on  tiie  Slst  of  December  next,  of  tlie 
four  nuHion  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars,  created  by  the  act  of 
36th  May«  1824,  we  have  but  a  sum  of  about  four  millions 
which  the  public  creditor  can  lawfully  demand,  or  which 
the  Government  isboundto  pay,  in  tlie  course  of  this  year. 
If  more  is  pud,  it  can  only  be  done  by  antidpating  the 
pMwds  of  Its  payment,  and  going  into  the  public  market 
topnrchase  the  stock.  Can  it  be  doubted  that,  if  you  do 
so,  the  vigilant  holder  of  the  stock,  taking  advanUge  of 
your  anxiety,  will  demand  a  greater  price  than  its  value* 
Already  we  perceive  that  the  three  per  cents,  have  risen 
to  the  extraordinary  height  of  ninety-six  per  cent.  The 
difference  between  a  payment  of  tlie  inconsiderable  por- 
tion remaining  of  the  public  debt,  in  one,  two,  or  three 
years,  is  certainly  not  ao  Mnportant  as  to  justify  a  resort  to 
highly  disadvantageous  terms. 

Whoever  may  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  Uic  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  I  congratulate  you,  ssr,  and  the  coun- 
try, most  cordially,  that  it  is  so  near  at  hand.  It  is  so  near 
being  totally  extinguidied,  that  we  may  now  safely  in- 
quire whetiier,  witiiout  prejudice  to  any  established  poU- 
cy,  we  may  not  relieve  the  consumption  of  the  country, 
by  the  repeal  or  reduction  of  duties,  and  curtail,  consi- 

Digitized  byCnOOgIC 


69 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CON6RES8 


70 


Jxx.  11,  1832.]  The  Thiiff.  [Swat.. 


derably,  the  public  revenue.  In  making  thU  inquiry,  the 
first  qucfltion  which  nreients  itself  is,  whether  it  is 
expedient  to  preserre  uie  existing  duties,  in  <wder  to  ac- 
cumulmte  a  surplus  in  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of 
subsequent  distribution  among  the  screral  States.  I  think 
not.  If  tbe  cullectioji,  for  the  purpose  of  such  a  surplus, 
is  to  be  made  from  the  pockets  of  one  portion  of  the  peo' 
pie,  to  be  ultimately  returned  to  the  same  pockets,  the 
proceit  would  be  attended  with  the  certain  loss  ari«ng 
from  the  charges  of  collection,  and  with  the  loss  also  of 
interest  while  the  money  is  performing  the  unnecessary 
circuit;  and  it  would,  therefore,  be  unwise.  If  it  is  to  be 
collected  from  one  portion  of  the  people,  and  given  to 
another,  it  would  be  unjust-  If  it  is  to  be  given  to  tlie 
States  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to  be  used  by  them  in 
their  public  expenditure,  I  know  of  no  principle  in  tiie 
constitution  which  authorizes  the  Federal  Government 
to  become  such  a  collector  for  the  State«j  nor  of  any  prin- 
ciple of  aafi:ty  or  propriety  which  admits  of  the  States 
beconung  suoh  recipients  of  gratuity  from  the  General 
Government. 

The  public  revenue,  then,  should  be  regulated  and 
adapted  to  the  proper  service  of  the  General  Government. 
It  should  be  ample;  for  a  deficit  in  the  public  income,  al- 
ways to  be  deprecated,  is  sometimes  attended,  as  we  know 
well  from  history,  and  from  what  has  happened  in  our 
own  time,  with  fatal  consequeooes.  In  a  country  so  rapid- 
ly growing  as  this  is,  with  such  diversified  interests,  new 
wanu  and  unexpected  calb  upon  the  public  treasury  must 
frequently  occur.  Take  some  examples  from  this  ses- 
sion. The  State  of  Virginia  has  presented  a  claim  for 
an  amount  but  little  short  of  a  million,  which  she  press- 
es witli  an  earnestness  demonstrating  her  conviction  of 
its  justice.  The  State  of  South  CaroUna  has  also  a 
claim  for  no  inconsiderable  sum,  being  upwards  of  one 
liundred  Uiounnd  dollar^  whidi  die  urifea  with  equal 
earnestness.  The  gentleman  from  Peun^lvania  [Mr. 
WiLKixs]  has  brouglit  forwu^  a  claim,  ariung  out  of 
French  spoliations  previous  to  the  convention  of  1800, 
which  is  perhaps  not  short  of  five  millions,  and,  to  some 
extent,  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  a  just  foundation.  In  any 
provision  of  a  public  revenue,  Congress  ou|^t  so  to  fix  it 
as  to  admit  of  the  payment  of  honest  and  proper  demands, 
which  its  justice  cannot  reject  or  evade. 

I  hope,  too,  that,  either  in  the  adjustment  of  the  public 
revenue  or,  what  would  be  preferable,  in  the  apprc^ria- 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  effectual  and 
permanent  provision  will  be  made  for  such  internal  im- 
provements as  may  be  sanctioned  by  Congress.  This  is 
due  to  the  American  people,  and  emphatically  due  to  the 
Western  people.  Sir,  temporary  causes  may  exact  a  re- 
luctant acquiescence  from  tue  people  of  the  West,  in  the 
suspension  ofappropriations  to  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment; but  as  certain  as  you  preside  in  that  chair,  or  as  the 
Sim  perfcmns  its  diiirnal  revolution,  thcy-will  not  be  satis- 
6ed  with  an  abandonment  of  the  policy.  They  will  come 
here,  and  tell  you,  not  in  a  tone  of  menace  or  supplication, 
but  in  the  language  of  conscious  right,  tlukt  they  must 
share  with  you  in  the  benefits,  as  they  divide  with  you  the 
burdens  and  the  perils  of  a  common  Government.  They 
will  say  that  they  have  no  direct  interest  in  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  navy,  the  fbrtificationa,  nor  even  the  ai-my, 
dioae  greatest  absorbents  of  the  pubUe  treasure.  That 
thty  are  not  indifrerent,  indeed,  to  the  safety  and  pros- 
peritr  of  any  part  of  our  common  country.  On  the  con- 
trarj-^  that  every  portion  of  the  republic  is  indirecdy,  at 
lea^t,  interested  in  the  wel&re  of  the  whole;  and  that  they 
ever  syntpathize  in  the  distresses,  and  rejoice  in  the  hap- 
piness or  the  nuwt  distant  quarter  of  the  tJnion-  And  to 
demonstr^  that  they  are  not  careless  or  indifferent  to 
interots  not  direiAly  their  own,  tliey  may  triumphantly 
and  proudly  appeal  to  the  gallant  part  which  thejr  bore  in 
the  me  war,  and  pcunt  to  the  bloody  fields  on  which  aoine 


of  their  most  patriotic  sons  nobly  fell  lighting  in  Uie  com- 
mon cause.  But  they  will  also  say  that  these  fraternal 
and  Just  sentiments  ought  to  be  reaprocated  by  their  At- 
lantic brethren;  that  these  ought  not  to  be  indifTerent  to 
the  welfare  of  the  West,  and  that  they  have  the  same  col- 
lateral or  indirect  interest  in  its  success  and  advancement 
that  the  West  has  in  theirs-  That  it  docs  not  ask  internal 
improvements  to  be  exclusively  confined  to  itself,  but  that 
it  may  receive,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  a 
practical  benefit  in  the  only  form  compatible  with  its  in* 
tenor  condition. 

The  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  wtbUc  laiidi, 
or  a  considerable  portion  of  them,  to  that  ooject,  would 
be  a  most  natural  andsuitable  disposition.  And  I  do  hope, 
nr,  that  that  great  resource  will  be  cherished  and  dedi- 
cated to  some  national  purpose  worthy  of  the  republic. 
Utterly  opposed  as,  I  truM,  Congress  will  show  itself  to 
be  to  all  the  mad  and  wild  schemes,  but  to  that  latest 
but  maddest  and  wUdest  of  all,  recommended  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  for  squandering  the  public  do- 
muuj  I  hope  it  will  be  preserved  for  the  present  genera- 
tion and  for  posterity,  as  it  has  been  recehred  from  our 
ancestors,  a  rich  and  bountiful  inheritance.  In  these  hal- 
cyon days  of  peace  and  plenty,  and  an  overflowing  trea- 
sury, we  appear  to  embarrass  ourselves  in  devising  vinon- 
ary  schemes  for  casting  away  the  bounties  with  which  the 
goodness  of  Providence  has  blessed  ua.  Ba^  sir,  the 
storm  <^  war  will  come  when  we  know  wtt  the  day  of 
trial  and  difficulty  will  assuredly  come,  and  now  is  the 
time,  by  a  prudent  forecast,  to  husband  our  resources,  and 
this  the  greatest  of  them  all.  Let  them  not  be  hoarded 
and  hugged  with  a  miser's  embrace,  but  liberally  used. 
I>et  the  public  lands  be  administered  in  a  generous  spirit, 
and  especially  towards  the  States  within  which  they  are 
situated.  Let  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  be  applied  in  a  season  of  peace  to  some  great  ob- 
ject; and  wnen  war  does  ccMue,  by  suspendiNg  that  ap- 
plication of  them  during  its  continuance,  you  will  be  at 
once  put  in  possession  of  means  for  its  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion. More  than  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  first  I  took 
a  seat  in  tliis  body,  I  was  tol^  by  the  Etthers  of  the  Go- 
vernment, that.ii  we  had  any  thi^  perfect  in  our  institu- 
tions, it  was  the  system  for  dispoimg  of  the  public  lands, 
and  I  was  cautioned  against  rash  innovations  m  it*  Sub- 
sequent expetience  tuUy  satisfied  me  the  msdom  of 
tlicir  counsels,  and  that  all  vital  changes  in  it  ou^t  to  be 
resisted. 

Although  it  may  be  impracticable  to  say  what  the  ex- 
act amount  of  the  public  revenue  should  be  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  wliat  would  be  the  precise  produce  of  any  given 
system  of  impo^  we  may  safely  assume  that  the  re- 
venue may  now  be  reduceu*  aiul  considerably  reduced. 
Tliis  reduction  may  be  efTeoted  in  varimis  ways,  and  on  dif- 
ferent principles.  Only  three  modes  shall  nowhe  noticed. 

l9t.  To  reduce  the  duties  on  all  articles  in  the  same 
ratio,  without  regard  to  the  principle  of  protection. 

2d.  To  retain  them  on  unprotected  article^  and  au^ 
ment  them  on  the  protected  articles. 

And,  3d.  To  abolisli  and  reduce  the  duties  oit  unpro- 
tected articles,  retaining  and  enforcing  the  faithful  col- 
lection of  those  on  the  protected  articles. 

To  the  first  mode  there  are  insuperable  objections.  It 
woidd  lead  inevitably  totlie  destruction  of  our  home  manu- 
factures. It  would  e8tablish.a  sort  of  bed  of  Procrustes, 
by  which  the  duties  on  all  articles  should  be  blindly  mea- 
sured, without  respect  to  tUeir  nature  or  the  extent  of 
their  consumption.  And  it  would  be  dero^tonr  from 
every  principle  of  theory  or  practice  on  which  the  Go- 
vernment lias  hitlierto  proceeded. 

The  second  would  be  stiU  more  objectionable  to  ttie  foes 
of  the  tariff  than  either  of  the  others.  But  it  cannot  be 
controverted  tha^  by  augmenting  considerably  the  duties 
on  the  protected  elass,  so  as  to  carry  them  to  the  pdnt,  or 

Digitized  by  Google 


71 


GALEB  &  SEATON^S  REGISTER 


72 


SUTATI.] 


TJu  Thriff. 


[Jxs.  11,  1832. 


near  to  the  confines  of  abwiute  prohibition,  the  object 
in  viev,  of  efiecting  the  necessary  reduction  of  the  pub- 
Tie  reTenue,  may  be  accomplishea  without  touching  the 
dntiet  on  the  unprotected  cIub.  The  consec^uence  of 
ftlCD  an  augmentation  would  be  a  great  diminution  in  the 
importation  of  ttie  foreign  article,  and  of  course  in  the 
dutiH  unoti  it.  But  against  entire  prohibition,  except 
perhaps  in  a  few  instances,  I  have  been  always,  and  still 
am,  opposed.  By  leaving  the  door  open  to  the  foreign 
rinl  article,  the  benefit  is  secured  of  a  salutary  competi- 
tion. If  it  be  hermetically  closed,  the  danger  is  incurred 
of  mOnop(^> 

The  third  mode  is  the  most  equitable  and  reasonable, 
and  it  presents  an  undebatable  ground,  on  which  I  bad 
hoped  we  could  all  aafely  tread  without  difficulty.  It 
exacts  no  sacrifice  of  principle  from  the  opponent  of  the 
American  system;  it  comprehends  none  on  the  part  of  its 
friends.  The  measure  before  you  embraces  this  mode. 
It  is  ample,  and  free  from  all  complexify.  It  divides  the 
l^le  aubiect  of  impostaacciwding  to  its  nature.  It  settles 
at  once  what  ought  not  to  be  ^puted,  and  leares  to  be 
settled  hereafter,  iifnecesaary,  what  ma^  be  controverted. 

A  certain  part  of  the  South  has  hitherto  compluned 
that  it  pays  a  disproportionate  amount  of  the  imposts.  If 
the  complaint  be  well  founded,  by  the  adoption  of  tluo 
measure  it  will  be  relieved  at  once,  as  will  be  hereaAer 
shown,  from  at  least  a  fourth  of  its  burdens.  The  mea- 
sure is  in  conformity  with  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Go- 
vernment fivm  its  commencement,  and  with  the  pro- 
fessions of  all  the  eminent  politicians  of  the  South  until 
(rf  late.  It  assumes  the  right  of  the  Government,  in  the 
assessment  of  duties,  to  discriminate  between  those  arti- 
des  which  sound  policy  requires  it  to  foster,  and  those 
which  it  need  not  encourage."  Ttiis  has  been  the  inva- 
riable principle  on  which  the  Government  has  proceeded, 
from  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of  July,  1789,  down 
to  the  present  time.  And  has  it  not  been  admitted  by 
almost  every  prominent  Soutiiern  politician?  Has  it  not 
been  even  acknowledged  by  the  fiitners  of  the  free  trade 
church,  in  their  late  address,  promulgated,  from  Phila- 
delphia, to  the  people  of  the  United  States^  If  we  never 
had  a  system  of  foreign  imposts,  and  were  now  called 
upon,  for  tiie  first  time,  to  originate  one,  should  we  not 
discriminate  between  the  objects  of  our  own  industry, 
and  those  produced  by  foreigners?  And  is  there  any  dif- 
fiuence  in  its  application,  between  the  modification  of  an 
existing  system  and  the  origination  of  a  new  one?  tf  the 
gentlemen  of  the  South,  opposed  to  the  tarifT,  were  to 
obtain  complete  possession  of  the  powers  of  Government, 
would  they  hazard  their  exercise  upon  any  other  princi- 
ile  >  tf  it  be  said  that  some  of  the  articles  which  would, 
ly  this  measure,  be  liberated  from  duties,  are  luxuries, 
the  remark  is  equally  true  of  some  of  the  articles  re- 
maining subject  to  duties.  lu  the  present  advanced  stage 
of  conuort  and  dvilization,  it  is  not  ea^  to  draw  the  line 
between  luxuries  and  necessaries.  It  will  be  difficult 
to  make  the  people  believe  that  boheatea  is  a  luxury,  and 
the  article  oi  fine  broadcloths  is  a  necessary  of  life. 

In  stating  that  the  duties  on  tlie  protected  class  ought 
to  be  retained,  it  has  been  far  from  my  wisli  to  preclude 
inquiry  into  their  adequacy  or  propriety.  If  it  can  be 
shown  that,  in  any  instance,  they  are  excesrive  or  dispro- 
portionate^ burdensome  on  any  section  of  the  Union,  for 
one  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  their  reduction  or  modification. 
The  system  contemplates  an  adequate  protection^  beyond 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  go.  Short  of  that,  its  operation 
will  be  injurious  to  all  parties. 

The  people  of  this  country,  or  a  Ui-ge  majority  of  them, 
expect  that  the  system  will  be  preserved.  And  its  aban- 
donment would  produce  general  surprise,  spread  desola- 
tion over  tile  land,  and  occasion  as  great  a  dioek  aa  a 
declaration  of  war  fortbwitii  against  the  most  powerful 
utiOD  of  Europe. 


But  if  the  system  be  preserved,  it  ought  to  be  honest- 
Iv,  fairly,  and  faithfully  enforced.  That  there  do  exist 
the  most  scandalous  violations  of  it,  and  the  grossest  fraud* 
upon  the  public  revenue,  in  regiu^  to  some  of  the  most 
important  articles,  cannot  be  doubted.  As  to  iron,  ob- 
jects really  belonging  to  one  denomination,  to  which  s 
higher  duty  is  attiched,  are  imported  under  another  name, 
to  which  a  lower  duty  is  assigned,  and  the  law  thus  evaded. 
False  invoices  are  made  as  to  woollens,  and  the  classifica- 
tion into  minimum^  is  constantiy  eluded,  l^e  success  of 
tbe  American  manufactore  or  cotton  banpng  has  been 
such  as  that,  by  furnishing  a  better  and  cheaper  article, 
the  bagging  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  has  been  almost  ex- 
cluded from  the  consumption  of  the  States  bordering  on 
the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries.  There  has  not  yet  been 
sufficient  time  to  fabricate  and  transport  tlie  article  in 
necessary  quantities  from  the  Western  Slates  to  the  South- 
ern Atlantic  States,  which  therefore  have  been  almost  ex- 
clusively supplied  from  tiie  Scottish  manufactories.  The 
payment  of  the  duty  is  evaded  by  the  introduction  of  the 
foreign  fabric,  under  the  name  of  burlaps,  or  some  other 
mercantile  phrase,  and,  instead  of  paying  fire  cents  the 
■square  yaril,  it  is  entered  with  a  duty  of  only  fifleen  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  That  this  practice  prevails,  is  demon- 
strated by  the  treasury  report  of  the  duties  accruing  on 
cotton  bagging  for  the  years  1828, 1829,  and  1830.  During 
the  first  year  the  amount  was  137,506  dollars^  the  second, 
106,068  dolhuv;  and  the  third,  it  sunk  down  to  14,141 
dollars! 

Tbe  time  has  arrived  when  the  inquiry  ouglit  to  be  se- 
riously made,  whether  it  be  not  practicable  to  a^%st  tills 
illegitimate  course  of  trade,  and  secure  the  faithful  exe- 
cution of  the  laws.  No  time  could  be  more  suitable  than 
thai  at  which  it  is  contemplated  to  make  a  great  reduction 
of  the  public  revenue.  Two  racial  changes  have  pre- 
sented themselves  to  my  nund,  and  whic£  I  will  now 
stig^st  for  consideration  and  investigation.  On  mch  a 
subject,  I  would,  however,  seek  from  the  mercantile  com- 
munity and  practical  men  aH  the  light  which  they  are  so 
capable  of  affording,  and  should  be  reluctant  to  act  on 
my  own  convictions,  however  strong. 

The  first  is  to  make  a  total  change  in  the  place  of  valuar 
tion.  Now  the  valuation  is  made  in  foreign  countries. 
We  fix  the  duties,  and  we  leave  to  foreigners  to  assess 
the  value  on  articles  paying  ad  valorem  dutiesf  that  is» 
we  prescribe  the  rule,  and  leave  its  execution  to  the  fo> 
i-eigner.  This  is  an  anomaly,  I  believe,  pcciiUar  to  thia 
country.  It  is  evident  that  the  amount  of  duty  payable 
on  a  given  article  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  may  be 
efTtcted  as  much  by  the  fixation  of  the  value,  as  by  the 
specification  of  the  duty.  And,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
it  would  be  just  as  safe  to  retain  to  ourselves  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  value,  and  leave  to  the  foreigner  to  pre- 
scribe the  duty,  as  it  is  to  reserve  to  ourtwlves  the  ng^it 
to  declare  the  duty,  and  allow  toliim  the  privilege  to  assess 
the  value. 

The  effect  of  this  vicioas  condition  of  the  law  has  been 
to  throw  almost  the  whole  import  trade  of  the  country, 
as  to  some  important  articles,  into  the  hands  of  the  fo- 
reigner. I  have  been  informed  that  seven-eighOis  of  the 
importation  of  woollens  into  the  port  of  New  York,  where 
more  is  recdved  than  in  all  the  other  ports  of  the  United 
States  together,  are  in  his  hands.  This  fiaa  not  proceeded 
from  any  want  of  enterprise,  intelligence,  or  capital,  on 
the  part  of  the  American  merchant;  fur,  in  these  parti- 
culars, he  is  surpassed  by  the  merchant  of  no  country'. 
It  has  resulted  from  his  probity,  his  character,  and  his  re- 
spect to  the  laws  and  institutions  of  his  country — n  re- 
spect which  does  not  influence  the  foreigner.  J  am  aware 
that  it  is  made  by  law  the  duty  of  the  appraiser  to  ascer- 
tun  the  valuo  of^  the  goods  in  certun  cues.  But  what  b 
his  chief  guided  It  is  the  foreign  invwce,  made  by  whom 
he  knows  not,  certainly  by  no  person  respoiiiible  to  our 
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kwv.  And,  if  its  fkirneiB  be  contested,  thejr  will  bring 
yaa  cut  loads  of  eortiflcBtei,  snd  aflSdavits  fmai  unknown 
person^  to  rerify  its  exactness,  and  the  fiist  cost  of  the 
article. 

Now,  mr,  it  seeBDs  to  me  that  this  is  a  state  of  things 
to  wluch  we  sbould  promptly  apply  an  efficacious  reme* 
dyt  uid  no  other  appears  to  me,  out  that  of  talcing  into 
our  own  hands  botii  parts  of  the  opeiatim,  the  ascertun- 
ment  of  the  ralue  as  well  as  the  du^  to  be  piUd  on  the 
goods-  If  it  be  sud  that  we  mi^t  hare,  in  diflTerent 
ports,  different  rules,  the  answer  is,  that  there  could  be 
no  diversity  greater  than  that  to  which  we  are  liable  from 
the  &ct  of  tlie  valuation  beinj^  now  made  in  all  the  ports 
of  foreign  countries  from  which  we  make  our  importa- 
tions; and  Uiat  it  is  better  to  bare  the  valuations  made 
by  pmons  responsible  to  our  own  Government,  and 
regulated  by  one  head,  than  by  unknown  foreigners,  stand- 
ii^  tmder  no  responsibilibr  whatever  to  as. 

The  other  change  to  wiilch  I  allude,  is  to  reduce  the 
credits  allowed  for  the  payment  of  duties,  and  to  render 
them  uniform.  It  would  be  better,  if  not  injurious  to 
commerce,  to  abolish  them  altogether.  Now  we  have 
various  periods  of  credit  graduated  according  to  the  dis- 
tance of  the  foreign  port,  and  Uie  nature  of  the  trade. 
These  credits  operate  as  so  nnieh  capital,  on  which  tibe 
foreign  merchant  can  sometimes  make  several  adventures 
before  the  arrival  of  the  day  of  payment.  There  is  no 
reciprocal  advantage  afforded  to  the  American  merchant, 
I  believe,  in  any  foreign  port.  As  we  shall  probably 
abolish  or  reduce  greatfy  the  duties  on  all  articles  import- 
ed from  b^^ond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  which  the 
longest  eredits  are  allowed,  the  moment  would  seem  to 
be  proi»tious  for  restricting  the  other  credits  in  such  man- 
ner, that  wlulat  they  afforded  a  reasonable  facility  to  the 
inerchan^  they  riionld  not  supply  the  foreigner,  at  the 
instance  of  the  public,  with  capital  for  his  mercantile  ope- 
rations. If  the  laws  can  be  strictly  enforced,  and  some 
such  alterations  as  have  been  suggested  can  be  carried 
into  effect,  it  is  quite  probable  that  a  satisfactory  reduc- 
tion may  be  made  of  the  duties  upon  some  of  the  articles 
ftllin^  within  the  system  of  protection.  And,  without 
impaning  its  principle,  other  modes  of  relief  may  possi- 
bly be  devised  to  some  of  those  interests  upon  which  K  » 
supposed  to  press  most  heavily. 

l^iere  remains  one  view  to  present  to  the  Senate  in 
respect  to  the  amount  of  reduction  of  tlie  revenue  which 
will  be  produced  by  the  proposed  measure  if  adoptetl, 
and  its  influence  upon  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
within  the  time  suggested  by  the  Secretan'  of  the  Trea- 
sury- The  estiouite  which  1  have  made  of  that  amount  is 
founded  upon  treasury  returns  prior  to  the  late  reduction 
of  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa.  Supposing  the  duties 
on  wines  and  silks  to  be  reduced  as  low  as  I  think  they 
may  be,  the  total  amount  of  revenue  with  which  the  pro- 
posed measure  will  dispense,  will  be  about  97,000,000. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the  receipts  of 
the  present  year  from  all  sources  at  $30,100,000,  and  he 
wippoaes  those  of  the  next  year  will  be  of  an  equal 
ammmL  He  acknowledges  tnat  the  past  year  has  been 
one  of  extraordinary  commercial  activity;  bat  on  what 

?rinciplea  does  he  anticipate  that  the  present  will  also  be? 
1ie  histny  of  our  commerce  demonstrates  that  it  alter- 
nates, and  that  a  year  of  intemperate  speculation  is  usu- 
ally followed  by  one  of  more  guarded  importation.  That 
the  importations  of  the  past  year  have  been  excessive,  I 
believe  is  generally  confessed,  and  is  demonstrated  by 
two  unerring  facts.  The  first  is,  that  the  imports  have 
exceeded  the  exports  by  about  seventeen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Whatever  may  be  the  qualifications  to  which  the 
tlieory  of  balance  of  trade  may  be  liable,  it  may  be 
safely  affirmed  that  when  the  aggregate  of  the  importa- 
tions from  all  foreign  countries  exceeds  the  segregate  of 
the  exportations  to  all  fbrrign  eountriea  conriderabTy* 


unlitvorable  balance  most  be  made  up  by  a  remUtanee  of 
the  precious  metals  to  some  extent.  Accordingly,  we 
find  the  existence  of  the  other  &ct  to  which  I  allude,  the 
high  price  of  bills  of  exchange  on  England.  It  there- 
fore, fairly  to  be  anticipated  that  the  duties  accruing  this 
year  will  be  less  in  amount  than  those  of  the  past  year. 
And  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  rely  upon  our  present 
information  as  to  the  income  of  either  of  these  two  years 
as  fumisbinr  a  saft  giude  fiir  the  future.  The  yeara  1^ 
and  1830  Will  supply  a  surer  criterion.  There  is  a  re* 
markable  c(»nddence  In  the  amount  of  the  receipts  into 
the  treasury  during  those  two  years,  it  having  been  the 
first  from  all  sources  $34,837,637  38,  and  the  second 
$34,844>116  51,  differing  only  about  $17,000. 

The  mode  recommended  by  the  Secretary  for  the  modi- 
fication of  the  tariff,  is  to  reduce  no  part  of  the  duties  on 
the  unprotected  articles  prior  to  March,  1833,  and  then 
to  retain  a  conriderable  portion  of  diem.  And  as  to  the 
protected  class,  be  would  make  a  gradual  but  prospective 
reduction  af  the  duties.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  to 
destroy  the  protecting  system  by  a  slow  but  certain  poison. 
The  object  oeing  to  reduce  the  revenue,  every  descend- 
ing degree  in  the  scale  of  his  plan  of  gradual  reduction, 
by  letting  in  more  of  the  foreign  article  to  displace  the 
domestic  rind  fkbrie,  would  increase  the  revenue,  and 
beget  a  necessity  for  further  and  further  reduction  of  du- 
ties, until  they  would  be  carried  so  low  as  to  end  in  the 
entire  subversion  of  the  eystem  of  protection.  _ 

For  the  reasons  which  have  been  assigned,  it  would,  I 
think,  be  unwise  in  Congress  at  this  time  to  assume,  for 
the  future,  that  there  would  he  a  greater  amount  of  nett 
annual  revenue,  from  all  sources,  including  the  public 
lands,  than  $35,000,000.  Deductir^  fVomthat  sum  the 
amount  of  seven  Bullions  which  it  has  been  supposed 
ought  to  be  subtracted,  if  the  resolution  before  yoa 
should  be  adopted,  there  would  remain  $18,000,000  as 
the  probable  revenue  of  future  years.  This  includes  the 
sum  of  three  millions  estimated  as  the  future  annual  re- 
ceipt from  the  sale  of  tbe  public  buids— «n  estimate  which 
I  believe  will  be  demonstrated  by  experience  to  be  much 
too  large. 

If  a  reduction  so  lai^  as  seven  nuffionsbelnadeatthia 
sesuoni  and  if  tiie  necessary  measures  be  aba  adopted  to 
detect  and  punish  frauds,  and  ensure  a  fiuthful  execotion 
of  the  laws,  we  may  safely  make  a  temporary  pause,  and 
await  the  development  of  the  effect  upon  the  revenue  of 
these .  arrangements.  That  tbe  authority  of  the  laws 
should  be  vindicated,  all  ought  to  agree.  Now,  the 
fraudulent  importer,  after  an  exposure  of  his  fraud,  by  a 
most  strange  treasury  construction  of  tbe  law,  (made,  I 
understand,  however,  not  by  the  present  Secretary,) 
eludes  all  punishment,  and  is  only  required  to  pay  those 
very  duties  which  he  was  originally  bound  for,  but  which 
he  dishonestly -sou|^t  to  evade.  Otiier  measures,  with 
a  view  to  a  further  reduction  of  the  revenue,  may  be 
adopted.  In  some  in8Unc««»  there  miirtit  be  an  augmenta- 
tion of  duties  for  that  purpose-  1  will  mention  the  article 
of  foreign  distilled  spirits.  In  no  other  country  upon 
^rth  is  there  so  much  of  the  foreign  article  imported  as 
in  tliis.  The  duties  ought  to  be  doiibted,  and  the  revenue 
thereby  fiulher  reduced  from  $6,000,000  to  a  million.  The 
public  morals,  tbe  ^n-growing  country,  tiie  fruit-runng, 
and  the  cane-plantmg  country,  would  be  all  benefited  by 
rendering  the  duty  prohibitoi^.  I  have  not  proposed  the 
measure,  because  it,  perhaps,  ought  to  originate  in  the 
other  House. 

Tliat  Uie  measure  which  I  have  proposed  may  be  adopt- 
ed mthout  interfering  with  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  by  the 
4th  of  March  next,  I  wilt  now  proceed  to  show.  The 
Secretary  estimates  that  the  receipts  of  the  present  year, 
after  meeting  all  other  just  engagements,  will  leave  a  sur- 
phiB  of  fourteen  millions  qiplicable  to  the  pqrment  of  the 
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principal  or  the  debt.  With  this  ium,  eight  millions 
which  he.proposesto  derive  Trom  the  sale  of  the  bank 
itock,  and  two  millions  which  he  would  anticipate  from 
the  revenue  of  the  next  year,  be  suggests  tlial  the  whole 
of  the  debt  remiuiung  majr  be  discharged  by  the  time  in- 
dicated- The  fourteen  millions,  I  understand,  (although 
on  this  subject  tlie  report  is  not  perfectly  explicit,)  are 
receipts  anticipated  this  year  from  duties  which  accrued 
last  year.  If  thisbe  the  Secretary's  meaning,  it  is  evident 
that  he  wants  no  part  of  tlie  duties  which  may  accrue 
during  the  current  year  to  execute  his  plan.  But  if  his 
meaning  be  that  the  fourteen  millions  will  be  composed 
in  part  of  duties  accruing  and  payable  witlun  the  present 
jaatf  then  the  measure  propoMd  might  prevent  the  pay- 
ment 1^  die  whole  of  the  remnant  of  the  debt  by  the 
exact  day  which  has  been  stated.  If,  however,  the  entire 
ttvtn  millions,  embraced  by  the  resolution  on  your  table, 
were  subtracted  from  the  fourteen.  It  would  still  leave 
huD  seven  milhons,  beudes  the  bank  stock,  to  be  applied 
to  the  debt,  and  tliat,  of  itself,  would  be  three  millions 
more  than  can  be  properly  applied  to  the  object  in  the 
course  of  tliis  year,  as  I  have  already  endeavored  to  show. 

I  came  here,  sir,  most  anziouslv  desiring  that  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  public  revenue  should  be  made,  which, 
without  taciifidng  any  of  the  great  interests  of  tlie  coun- 
try, would  reconcile  and  satisfy  all  its  parts.  I  thought 
I  perceived  in  the  class  of  objects  not  produced  within 
the  country,  a  field  on  which  we  could  all  enter,  in  a  true 
and  genuine  spiritof  compromise  and  harmony,  and  agree 
upon  an  amicable  adjustment.  Why  should  it  not  be  done  ? 
Why  ^ould  those,  who  are  opposed  to  the  American 
system  demand  of  its  friends  an  unconditional  surrender? 
Our  contmon  object  should  be  so  to  reduce  the  public  re- 
venue as  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the  people,  if  indeed 
the  people  of  thu  country  can  be  truly  said  to  be  bur- 
dened.  The  Government  must  have  a  certain  amount  of 
revenue,  and  that  amount  must  be  collected  from  the  im- 
ports. Is  it  material  to  tlie  consumer,  wherever  situated, 
whether  the  collection  be  made  upon  a  few  or  many  ob- 
jects, provided,  whatever  be  the  mode,  the  amount  of  liis 
contribution  to  the  public  exchequer  remains  the  same^ 
If  the  assessment  can  be  made  on  objects  which  will 
greatly  benefit  laive  portions  of  the  Union,  without  injury 
to  him,  why  should  he  object  to  the  selection  of  those 
objects?  Yes,  «r,  I  came  here,  in  a  spirit  of  warm 
attachment  to  all  parts  of  our  beloved  country,  with  a 
lively  solicitude  to  restore  and  preserve  its  harmony,  and 
with  a  firm  determination  to  pour  <h1  and  balm  into  exist- 
ing wounds,  rather  than  furOier  to  lacerate  them.  For 
the  truth  and  sincerity  of  these  declaratlonB,  I  appeal  to 
Him  whom  none  can  deceive.  I  expected  to  be  met  by 
corresponding  <Uspositions,  and  hoped  that  our  delibera- 
tion^ guided  by  fraternal  sentiments  and  feelings,  would 
terminate  in  diffuungcontentment  and  satisfaction  through- 
out the  land.  And  that  such  may  be  the  qiirit  presitUng 
over  them,  apd  such  their  issue,  1  yet  mostfervently  hope. 

When  Hr.  Clax  took  his  seat', 

Mr.  HATNE  rose.  He  did  not  rise,  lie  said,  to  enter 
at  this  time  into  the  discussion  of  the  question.  Perhaps 
he  should  not,  at  any  time,  be  disposed  to  follow  the  gen- 
tleman through  the  wide  field  which  he  had  occupie^l. 
He  certainly  had  no  such  intention  now:  he  rose  merely 
to  make  a  motion,  and  should,  in  the  fewest  words  possi- 
ble. Mate  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  do  so. 

Tlie  question  presented  by  the  resolution,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  not  only  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  whole  country, 
but  he  was  persuaded  it  was  by  far  the  most  important 
that  could  command  the  attention  of  Congress  during  the 

iiresent  sesuon.  The  period  so  long  and  so  anxiously 
ooked  for  and  dewred,  had  at  length  arrived.  The  pub- 
lic debt  was  paid,  for  so  gentlemen  on  all  sides  had  agreed 
to  consider  itf  and  the  question  necessarily  arose,  what 
ft^uttmeat  of  the  tariff     dutiei  wu  to  be  made  in  this 


new  and  most  gratifying  condition  of  our  afiMrs?  Upwards 
of  $13,000,000  per  annum,  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire 
amount  of  the  public  debt,  will  (when  the  debt  is  paid) 
cease  to  be'a  charge  upon  the  country,  and  to  thia  extent, 
at  least,  the  people  have  a  right  to  expect  an  iimnediate 
reduction  of  their  burdens.  But  what  does  the  reaohition 
now  before  us  propose?  That  duties  to  the  amount  of 
only  six  or  seven  millions  should  be  taken  off,  and  tliat 
tlie  reduction  shall  be  exclusively  confined  to  articles 
which  do  not  enter  into  competition  with  similar  articles 
produced  at  home{  in  other  words,  sir,  that  articles  of 
universal  consumption,  and  jn  relation  to  which  every 
class  of  the  people,  and  every  portion  of  the  countr}', 
contribute  equally,  should  be  relieved  entirely  from  all 
taxation,  while  the  luj^  duties  on  the  protected  articles 
were  to  remain  untouched.  In  a  word,  that  the  bands  of 
that  mammoth  system  of  injustice  and  opprenion  (he 
meant  no  oB'ence,  but  he  spoke  as  he  felt)  were  to  re- 
main unrelaxed — a  s>-stcm  which  was  felt  i^nd  acknow- 
ledged in  one  quarter  of  the  country  as  a  boon  and  a 
bounty,  and  in  another  as  an  insupportable  burden — « 
system  which,  (in  the  language  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentutiky,)  if  it  had  "scattered  its  rich  fruits"  over  any 
portion  of  the  land,  had  visited  others  with  its  consuming 
curses. 

It  could  not  be  denied  that  the  true  question  here  pre- 
sented was,  whether  the  protecting  system  was  to  be 
wholly  untouched,  and  to  be  riveted  upon  the  country 
beyond  all  hope  of  relief.  And,  in  this  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  must  solemnly  declare  that  lie  conridercd  it  u 
one  involving  the  prosperity,  he  could  say  pregnant  with 
the  future  destinies  <»  this  country;  for,  however  this 
system  may  have  operated  elsewhere,  it  was  tlie  deep  and 
settled  conviction  of  those  whom  he  represented,  that  it 
had  acted  upon  them  as  a  blight  and  a  pestilence,  blasting 
the  fairest  fields  on  which  the  eye  of  man  had  ever 
rested. 

I'he  genUeman  from  Kentucky  had  Intimated  that  he 
had  hoped  that  bis  proportion  might  have  presented  m 
common  ground  on  which  all  pai-ties  might  have  met. 
But  how  was  it  posuble  for  gentlemen  to  suppose  tltat  we 
should  meet  on  ground  which  involved  no  coneesnon 
whatever  to  our  views,  but  whicli  proposed  to  maintain 
the  protecting  system  in  all  its  unmitigated  rigor,  thus 
a^ravating,  instead  of  diminishing,  the  inequality  and  in- 
justice of  which  we  so  strongly  and  so  justly  complained' 
The  gentleman  had,  indeed,  sud  that  Uie  propriety  of 
some  reduction  nught,  perhaps,  hereafter  be  eonndered] 
not  now,  however,  when  the  debt  was  about  to  be  paid* 
and  the  tariff  reat\juated  and  fixed  on  a  permanent  basis, 
but  at  some  future  and  '*  more  convenient  season."  But 
what  hope  is  to  be  built  on  this  declaration,  when  the 
gentleman,  in  the  very  same  breath,  tells  us  that  no  con- 
ndetable  or  sudden  reduction  could  ever  take  place.  Ko, 
that  would  be  destruction  t  and  as  to  the  gradual  and 
moderate  reduction  recommended  by  die  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  would  be  even  worse  than  the  otbert  it 
would,  said  the  gentlenun,  be  a  slow  and  sure  poison, 
leading  to  inevitable  destruction.  It  follows,  tJien,  cleai-ly, 
that  we  are  to  have  no  reduction  of  the  protecting  duties 
whatever,  either  now,  or  at  any  future  period.  In  this 
view  of  the  question,  he  mutit  repeat  that  he  considered 
it  the  most  awfully  momentous  subject  that  bad  ever  been 
presented  in  the  course  of  the  history  of  this  Govenimentt 
and,  believing  that  It  required  tiie  greatest  dehberation, 
he  wished  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  be  seriously  call- 
ed to  it,  Uiat  it  might  be  maturely  .considered,  and  wisely 
decided.  In  the  presence  uf  ttfis  august  body,  and  before 
his  God,  he  would  repeat  his  deep  conviction  that  the 
consetjuences  to  grow  out  of  the  adjustment  of  this  great 
question  involved  the  future  destinies  of  this  country;  and 
in  order  that  we  should  approach  it  with  wary  *t*P*  uid 
becouung  caution,  he  woukl  now  fnove  that  the  further 
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contidention  of  the  rcBolution  should  be  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Hondiy  next. 
The  motion  vu  agreed  to. 

Tbubsdat,  Jahdabt  12. 

Thia  day'i  sittinfl^  was  spent  in  acting  on  petitiona,  reto- 
lutioni,  and  private  t»IIs. 


Fbivat,  Javvabt  13. 

Afler  the  transaction  of  some  private  biunnesa,  and 
^wndhwa  connder^Ie  time  with  closed  AxMn, 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MOKDAT,  JllTUJlBr  16. 

THE  TARIFF. 

l1ie  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  took  up 
the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Clat  on  the 
lOtli  instant: 

Betoleed,  That  tlje  existing  duties  upon  articles  import- 
ed from  fiirei^  countries,  and  not  coming  into  competi- 
tion with  nmilar  articles  made  or  produced  witliin  the 
United  States,  ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished,  except 
the  duties  upon  wines  and  silks,  and  that  .those  ought  to 
be  reduced;  and  that  Uie  CommitteeTon  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  HAYN&  moved  the  folluwing  modification  of  the 
resolution; 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  countries,"  and  insert  as 
foUova:  "be  so  reduced  tliat  the  amount  of  the  pubUc 
revenue  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Go- 
vernment according  to  tiieir  present  scale,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt(  and  that,  allowing  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  present  high  duties 
on  the  articles  coming  into  competition  with  similar  arti- 
cles made  or  produced  within  the  United  States,  the  duties 
be  ultlcnately  equalized,  so  that  the  duty  on  no  article 
shall,  as  compared  with  the  value  of  that  article,  vary 
materially  from  the  general  average." 

Mr.  HAYNE  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  of  his 
proportion  as  follows: 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr,  Clat]  commenced 
bis  remarks  a  few  days  ago,  by  complaining  of  the  ad- 
vances of  age,  and  mourned  the  decay  of  his  eloauence, 
so  eloquently  as  to  prove  that  it  was  still  in  full  vi^r. 
He  then  went  on,  sir,  to  make  a  most  able  and  ingenious 
argument,  amply  sustaining  his  high  reputation  as  an  ac- 
complished orator. 

With  this  example  before  me,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  am  almost  deterred  from  offertng  any  apology,  lest 
I  should  create  expectations  which  it  \v\\l  certunly  not  be 
in  my  power  to  gratify.    And  yet,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
permitted  to  one  so  humbk  as  myself  to  aay  that  tt  be- 
longs not  to  me  at  any  time,  or  under  any  circumstances, 
and,  least  of  all,  at  tins  moment,  and  on  this  occasion,  to 
aatisfr  the  expectations  of  those,  if  any  such  there  be, 
who  Dave  come  here  to  witness  the  graces  of  oratory,  or 
to  be  delighted  with  the  charms  of  eloquence.    I  would 
not,  air,  on  this  occanon  play  the  orator  if  I  could.  I 
came  here  to-day  fur  higher  and  far  nobler  purposes.  I 
stand  on  this  floor  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  a  high- 
minded,  generous,  and  confiding  people,  whose  dearest 
righU  and  interests  I  am  now  to  vmdicate  and  maintain. 
In  such  a  situation,  I  would  lose  every  tliought  of  myself 
in  the  greatness  of  the  cause.  Confiding  in  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  and  deeply  sennble  oi  my  inabiUty  to  do 
justice  to  the  important  subject  embraced  in  these  resolu- 
tions, I  sliall  proceed  at  once,  in  the  plun.  unadorned  lan- 
guage of  soberness  and  trutii,  lo  the  examination  of  the 
question  before  us. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  set  out  with  the  declara- 
tion that  he  did'  not  deem  it  necessary  to  offer  aiiy  ar- 


guments in  favor  of  the  American  systemt  "that  the 
protecting  policy  stands  self-vindicated ;  that  it  has 
scattered  its  rich  fruits  over  the  whole  land,  and  is  sus- 
tained by  the  experience  of  all  powerful  and  prosperous 
nations."  Sir,  we  meet  these  positions  at  once  by  assert- 
ing, on  our  part,  that  the  protecting  system  stands  self- 
condemned;  condemned  in  our  own  country,  by  the  deso- 
lation which  has  followed  in  ita  trun,  and  the  discontents 
it  has  produced — condemned  by  the  experience  of  all  the 
world,  and  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  enlightened 
men  in  modem  times.  And  now,  having  fairly  joined 
issue  with  the  gentleman,  we  might  put  ourselves  upon 
the  country,  and  submit  the  case  witiiout  argument;  nor 
should  I  Mvc  an^  fears  for  the  result,  if  the  issue  was  to 
be  tried  and  decided  by  an  impulial  tribunal,  free  from 
the  disturbing  influence  of  popular  prejudice  and  delu- 
sion, and  the  strong  bias  of  interests,  personal,  pecuniary, 
and  political.  But,  situated  as  we  are,  I  feel  and  acknow- 
ledge the  necessity  of  making  out  our  case  to  the  con- 
viction of  this  assembly,  and  the  satis&ction  of  the  coun- 
try. We  are  seeking  relief  fh>m  an  abiding  evil — redress 
from  an  existing  wrong.  We  cannot  ttand  where  we  ai*e. 
We  cannot,  like  the  gentleman  fVom  Kentucky,  rest  on 
mere  unsupported  assertions.  We  must  submit  our  prooft, 
and  maintain  our  positions  if  we  can.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted,  however,  that  the  gentleman  has  not  seen  fit  to 
present  some  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  his 
policy,  as  such  a  course  might  have  directed  our  inquiries 
to  a  few  leading  points,  instead  of  maVme-it  necessary  for 
us  to  wander  at  large  through  tlie  wide  neld  of  argument 
presented  by  the  protecting  lysteni.  Hie  gentleman, 
however,  has  so  far  favored  ua  as  to  specify  two  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  he  asserts  have  been  denved  from  it  in 
this  country,  and  in  our  day;  and  1  am  perfectly  willing  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  system  by  these  tests  which  he  has 
himself  ;^ropo9ed.  They  shall,  if  the  gentleman  pleases, 
constitute  the  standard  by  which  its  true  character  sliaU 
be  determined.  In  the  first  place,  then,  the  gentleman 
asserts,  "that  the  much  abused  policy  of  1824  (the  pro- 
tecting tariff  of  that  year)  has  flUed  our  eoner^  and 
enabled  us  to  pay  ofTthe  public  debt,**  a  debt  of  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  of  principal,  and  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  interest.  Now,  sir,  if  any  thing  is 
capable  of  demonstratton,  it  may  he  clemonstrated  that 
the  protecting  s}'stem  could  not,  by  possibility,  have  con- 
tributed, in  the  sliglitest  degree,  to  produce  this  result. 
One  would  suppose,  indeed,  that  the  very  last  merit  which 
would  be  ascribed  to  this  system,  was  its  tendency  to  fill 
the  "public  coffers.'*  It  is,  unauestionably,  to  a  tariff, 
arranged  and  adjusted  with  a  single  eye  to  revenue,  that 
we  are  to  look  for  such  a  result.  The  object  of  a  pro- 
tecting tariff,  as  such,  certainly  is  to  diminish  or  exclude 
importations,  and  of  course  to  lessen  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  duties.  The  very  end  and  aim  of 
sucli  a  system  is  to  substitute  for  the  imported  article, 
paying  taxes  to  Government,  the  domestic  article  paying 
none — to  transmute  tlie  duty  into  a  bounty  to  the  m'anu- 
facturersf  and  juat  so  ^  as  Ibis  end  is  attained,  that  is  to 
say,  just  so  £ir  as  the  tariff  is  protective,  must  it  cut  off 
the  public  revenue.  Do  we  not  all  remember  that  the 
leading  argument  in  favor  of  the  protecting  provisions  of 
the  tariff  of  1824  was,  that  they  were  necess.-iry  "to  put 
down  a  ruinous  foreign  competition?"  :ind  did  not  one  of 
the  fathers  of  that  bill  publicly  declare  "that  the  vital 
principle  of  the  system  was,  tliat  the  nation  should  com- 
mand its  own  consumption,  and  that  when  the  nation  did 
command  its  own  consumption,  importations  and  imposts 
would  cease Sir,  there  are  two  distinct  features  in  the 
tariff  of  1824— revenue  and  protection.  It  is  the  former 
that  has  filled  your  coffers,  and  paid  off  the'public  debt: 
antl,  so  far  as  the  latter  has  operated  at  nil,  it  must  have 
diminished  the  rcVenue,-and  delayed  the  extinction  of  that 
debt.  Sir,  I  will  put  it  to  the  candor  of  ti»e  geiilleman. 
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whetlier,  if  the  protectinj^  duties  under  the  tariff  of  1824 
hod  been  less,  the  revenue  would  not  bare  been  greater, 
and  Uiat.  too,  without  addinr  to,  but,  on  the  contrarr, 
diminishing  the  burdens  of  the  people,  nnce  they  would 
luve  obtamed  the  articles  of  their  eomumption  in  in- 
creased quantities,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  been  re> 
lieved  from  the  heary  tax  which  they  hare  been  compelled 
to  pay  to  the  American  ntanufacturen.  Why,  sir,  the 
pohcy  of  1824  actually  taxed  to  prohibition  a  large  amount 
of  goods  formerly  imported.  From  a  report  made  by  the 
Seu-elary  of  the  Treasury  in  January,  1830,  it  appears 
that  these  prohibited  articles  amount  to  about  ei^t  mil- 
lions  of  doUara  per  annum,  being  near  one«xth  jwrt  of 
the  whole  of  our  imports.  Has  this  part  of  the  policy 
contributed  to  fill  your  coffers?  Sir,  the  case  is  too  plun 
for  further  argument;  and  tried  by  this  test,  the  policy 
must  be  utterly  condemned. 

The  next  test  by  which  the  gentleman  proposes  to  try 
this  system,  is  "  the  rich  fruits  which  it  has  scattered  over 
the  country."  Sir,  where  are  they  to  be  found?  la  it  in 
the  West?  I  appnl  to  the  gentlemen  from  that  quarter. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  flourishing  condition  of 
the  manufacturing  establishments  elsewhere;- but  where 
are  the  manu&cturing  vilUf^s,  the  joint  stock  companies, 
the  splendid  (Uvidends,  and  other  evidences  of  prosperity 
to  be  found  in  the  West?  I  submit  it  to  the  candor  of  the 
gentlemen,  whether  the  benefits  of  the  protecting  system, 
so  far  as  the  West  is  concerned,  do  not  rest  still  in  hope — 
whether  the  system  would  be  sustained  a  day,  if  it  were  not 
for  its  supposed  connexion  with  internal  improvements — 
whether  it  is  not  indebted  for  its  popularity  m  that  quar- 
ter, to  the  unhappy,  the  fatal  marriage  between  the  tariff 
and  internal  improvements — a  union  which  I  yet  hope  to 
see  dissolved.  It  was  a  tefl-banded — an  unlawful  mar- 
riagei  and  surely  those  whom  God  hath  not  joined,  man 
may  put  asunder.  Sir,  there  are,  doubtless,  some  llou- 
risliingmamUkctories  scattered  here  and  there  throughout 
the  Western  country — chiefly  confined,  however,  to  situa- 
tions beyond  the  reach  of  foreign  competition,  and  owing 
nothing'to  tiie  protecting  system.  But  the  West  has  not 
been  rendered  prosperous  by  these  establishments.  I  ap- 
peal confidently  to  their  actual  condition  atthistime.  With 
regard  to  the  gentleman's  own  State,  I  will  apply  a  test 
which  cannot  deceivje  us.  When  the  policy  of^  "34  was 
before  Congress,  the  Senator  fi-om  Kentucky  stood  forth 
as  its  champion,  and  it  was  my  lot  to  attempt  to  ansvrer  his 
ai^^ments.  It  it  true,  sir,  that  his  speecli  was  made  in 
the  other  House,  and  mine  on  this  floor;  but  his  argument 
hatl  been  sent  forth  as  the  manifesto  of  the  party — it  was 
printed  in  pamphlet,  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  the  Senators; 
and,  embodying  the  views  of  the  tariff  party,  it  was  im- 

J>08«ble  for  me  to  pass  it  over.  I  well  remember,  there- 
ore,  tliat,  on  that  occasion,  the  gentleman  argued  that 
Kentucky  was  to  participate  in  the  protecting  aysteoi,  by 
raising  large  quantities  of  hemp,  and  supplying  the  South- 
em  States  witt)  cotton  bag^ng;  and  he  strongly  inusted 
that  she  was  then  only  prevented  from  so  doing,  by  the 
niinouscompetition  of  the  inconsiderable  Scotch  towns  of 
Inverness  and  Dundee.  And  what  is  it,  sir,  that  we  hear 
now,  after  the  lapse  of  eight  years?  The  old  story 
repeated.  Kentucky  still  deprivedof  the  benefits  of  the 
protecting  system  by  those  formidable  rivals,  Inver- 
ness and  Dundee.  They  still  constitute  "  the  lion 
in  Ute  path,"  and  foreign  mantifiictures  ever  will  be 
**  a  lion  m  the  path"  to  those  whose  prosperity  depends  on 
the  protecting  system.  We  know  that  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  bagging  is  a  simple  process,  requiring  hardly  any 
skill  or  capital,  and  yet  the  great  State  of  Kentucky  can- 
not get  along  with  it,  in  consequence  of  the  formid^iblc 
rivalship  of  two  miserable  Scotch  towns,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  are  said  to  be  so  poor  and  destitute  that  they  are 
obliged  to  import  their  fuel,  and  send  to  Datitzic,  twelve 
hundred  miles  up  Jlie  D.t1tic,  for  their  hemp,  paying  a 


freight  equal  to  the  first  cost.  It  is  perfectly  clear,  there- 
fore, tliat  Kentucky  baa  not  realized  the  promised  bless- 
ings of  the  protecting  aystemt  and,  I  am  told  that  this  is 
substantially  tnie  of  the  whole  West.  But,  sir,  if  the  West 
has  gained  nothing^by  the  systen,  she  has  had  her  share 
of  the  taxes  whiclT  it  imposes — she  has  paid  her  propor- 
tion of  duties  to  the  Government,  and  bounties  to  the  ma- 
nu&cturers,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  dire  calamities 
which  the  system  has  inflicted  on  the  South,  blasting  our 
commerce,  and  withering  our  prosperity,  the  West  has 
very  nearly  been  deprived  of  her  best  customer.  When 
the  policy  of '24  went  into  operation,  the  South  was  sup- 
plied fhrni  the  West,  throuf^i  a  single  avenue,  (the  Saluda 
Mountain  Gap,)  with  live  stock,  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs, 
to  the  amount  of  cimsiderably  upwards  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars a  year.  Under  the  pressure  of  the  system,  this  trade 
has  regularly  been  diminishing.  It  has  already  fiillen  off 
more  than  one-half;  and  from  an  authentic  return,  now  b»- 
fore  me,  it  appears  that  it  has  been  further  diminished  near 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  duringthe  lastyear. 
Sumuch  for  the  rich  blessings  bestowed  upon  the  West 
by  the  protecting  system. 

We  come  now  to  the  South.  If  any  portion  of  the  ri^h 
fruits  of  this  system  have  been  scattered  there,  they  have 
not  fallen  under  my  observation.  Sir,  we  know  them  mt 
— we  see  them  not — we  feel  them  not.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed, however,  that  we  are  too  full  of  prejudice,  or  too 
ungrateful,  to  acknowledge  the  blessings  it  has  bestowed 
upon  us.  Sir,  we  have  heard  of  men  having  honor  thtust 
upon  them,  and  perhapg  there  may  be  such  a  tlung  as  bav- 
intf  benefits  thrust  upon  an  unwillmg  people:  yet  I  aliould 
thmk  that,  even  in  such  a  case,  they  would  soon  become 
reconciled  to  their  lot,  and  submit  to  their  fate  with  a  good 
grace.  But  1  assure  the  gentleman  that  the  condition  of 
uie  South  is  not  merely  one  of  unexampled  deprearion, 
but  of  great  and  all-pervading  distress.  In  my  own  State, 
the  unhappy  change  which  has  within  a  few  years  past 
taken  place  in  the  public  prosperi^,  is  of  the  most  appal- 
ling character.  If  we  look  at  the  present  condition  of  our 
cities,  (and  I  will  take  Charleston  by  way  of  example,)  we 
find  every  where  Q\e  tnoumful  evidence  of  premature  de- 
cay. Sir,  the  crumbling  memorials  of  our  former  wealth 
and  happiness  too  eloquently  teach  us  that,  without  some 
change  in  your  policy,  the  days  of  our  prosperity  "are 
numbered."  Sir,  it  is  within  my  own  experience,  that,  in 
the  devoted  city  in  which  my  lot  has  been  cast,  a  thriving 
foreign  commerce  was,  within  a  few  years  past,  carried 
on  direct  to  Europe-  We  had  native  merchants,  with 
large  capitals,  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade.  We  had 
thir^  or  forty  ships,  many  of  them  built,  and  all  owned, 
in  Charleston,  and  giving  employment  to  a  numerous  and 
valuable  body  of  mechanics  and  tradesmen.  Look  at  the 
state  of  things  now !  Our  merchants  bankrupt  or  driven 
away — their  capital  sunk  or  transferred  to  other  pursuits— 
our  shipyards  DTokcn  up— our  ships  all  sold!  yes,  sir,  I 
am  told  the  vety  last  of  them  was,  a  few  months  ago, 
brought  to  the  hammer — our  mechanics  in  despair;  the 
very  grass  growing  in  our  streets,  and  houses  falling  into 
niins;  real  estate  reduced  to  one-third  part  of  its  value,  and 
rents  almost  to  nothing.  The  commerce,  which  we  are 
still  permitted  to  enjoy,  diverted  from  its  proper  channels, 
carried  on  with  borrowed  capital,  and  through  agents  sent 
among  us,  and  maintained  by  the  tariff  policy,  bearing  oS 
their  profits  to  more  favored  lands,  eating  out  our  sub- 
stance, and  leavingto  our  own  people  the  miserable  crumbs 
which  fall  from  the  table  of  their  prosperity.  If  we  fly 
from  the  city  to  the  country,  what  do  we  uiere  behold? 
Fields  abandoned;  the  hospitable  mansions  of  our  fathers 
deserted;  agriculture  drooping;  our  slaves,  like  their  mas- 
ters, working  harder,  and  faring  worse;  the  planter  striv- 
ing with  unavuling  efforts  to  avert  the  ruin  which  is  be- 
fore him.  It  has  often  been  my  lot,  nr,  to  see  the  once 
thriving  planter  reduced  to  despair,  curnng  his  hard  fate* 
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gatherii^  up  the  mull  r«mn«nta  of  liis  broken  fortune, 
■nd,  vith  hia  wife  uid  his  little  onei,  tearing  himself  from 
the  sceRes  of  his  childhood,  and  the  bones  m  lus  ancestors, 
to  seek,  in  the  wildemess,  that  reward  for  Itis  industty*  of 
which  your  (aXsX.  policy  Ins  deprived  him. 

Sir,  when  we  look  at  our  fertile  fields,  and  consider  the 
genial  climate  with  which  Goil  has  blessed  the  Soutit — 
when  we  contemplate  the  rare  felicity  of  our  position,  as 
the  producers  of  a.n  article  wliich,  under  a  lystem  <A  free 
trade,  woidd  cunmand  the  markets  of  the  world — is  it  not 
enou^i  to  fill  our  hearti  almost  to  buratin^f  to  6nd  the 
ncbot  Ueasngs  that  an  indulgent  Froridence  evvr  show- 
ered date  upon  the  heads  of  any  people,  torn  from  us  by 
the  cruel  policy  ~of  our  own  Government,  to  find  the  boun- 
ties of  Heaven  thus  blasted  by  the  hand  of  man^  Sir,  I  will 
not  deny  that  there  are  other  causes  be^ea  the  tariff 
wlueh  hare  contributed  to  produce  the  evils  which  I  have 
depicted.  Trtde  can,  to  some  extent,  be  carried  on  with 
greater  &cilit]r  at  New  York,  and  eotton  may  be  raised 
more  profitably  in  Alabana;  but  these  advantages  would 
not  have  broken  up  titf  commerce  or  depressed  the  agri- 
culture of  South  Carolkoa,  while  an  unrestricted  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations  enabled  us  to  realize  the  moat 
moderate  profits!  Hen  <lo  not  quit  their  accustomed  em- 
ploynents,  or  the  homes  of  their  Gtthers,  for  an^  small 
addition  to  their  profits.  It  is  only  when  restriction  has 
readied  m  piMnt  whieh  leaves  the  door  itUl  open  to  one, 
while  it  doses  it  aninat  the  other,  that  tliis  result  is  pro- 
duced; and,  therefore,  it  is,  that  a  rapid  transfer  of  capital 
and  population  is  now  added  to  the  other  erilt  with  which 
the  old  States  arc  «fHicted. 

In  \his  conditipn  of  the  country,  where  is  there  to  be 
found  a  fulfilment  of  the  promises  held  out  to  the  South 
in  1821?  We  xrfere'  then  told  that  we  hod  mistaken  the 
true  character  of  this  system.  We  were  entreated  only 
to  Uy  it  for  a  short  \m3b.    We  were  told  that  the  taxes  im- 

rtA  on  foreign  articles  would  be  but  temporary;  tliat 
manufiutures  would  want  protection  but  for  a  short 
time — only  to  give  them  a  start — and  that  they  would  soon 
be  able  to  stand  alone.  We  were  to  have  had  a  double 
market  for  our  cotton — high  prices,  reviving  commerce, 
and  renewed  prosperity.  Sir,  after  the  experience  of 
four  yearsi  tbe  tariff  of '28  came  up  for  consideration,  by 
wliicb  the  protecting  ^-stcm  was  to  be  further  extended 
and  enlarged.  And  what  was  found  to  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  four  years' experience  at  the  Souths  Notahope 
fulfilled,  not  one  promise  performed — and  our  condition 
infia^tely  worse  than  it  had  been  four  years  before.  Sir, 
the  whole  South  rose  up  as  one  man,  and  protested  against 
uiy  further  experiment  with  this  fatal  system.  The  whole 
or  the  representatives  of  seven  States,  Virginia,  North  Ca^ 
ntina,  South  Carolina,  Georna,  Alabama,  IGssissippi,  and 
TflinesKe,  (with,  I  believe,  but  three  dissenting  voices,) 
recorded  Uieir  votes  i^fuhtt  that  bill.  Sir,  do  not  gentle- 
nien  find  in  this  Act  some  evidence  of  the  dangerous  cha- 
racter of  thait  le^^tion  on  which  this  system  is  based? 
Can  it  be  wise — can  it  bejuat — can  it  be  prudent — to  adopt 
and  enrorce  a  policy  so  essentially  sectional  in  its  cliarac- 
ter'  Ctn  we  hope  for  harmony,  peace,  and  concord,  while 
enforcing  a  system  against  which  an  entire  section  of  your 
country  so  Strongly  revolts?  It  is  the  essential  principle 
of  the  representative  system,  that  a  mutual  sympathy  of 
fceL'ng  and  of  interest  should  bind  together  the  people 
and  their  rulers-,  and  it  may  be  worthy  of  profound  reflec- 
tion how  far  that  principle  is  essentially  preserved  by  a 
scheme  of  legislution,  under  which  the  feelings  and  inte- 
rests of  so  lai^e  a  portion  of  the  country  are  outrs^d  and 
trampled  on,  when  taxes  are  imposed,  not  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  who  are  to  bear  the  burdens^  but  of 
those  who  arc  to  receive  the  bount>'. 

Now,  air,  let  ui  turn  our  attention  to  the  North.  And 
here  I  cannot  apeak  Irom  my  own  knowledgeir  but  I  am 
free  to  cMifess  that  if  ve  arc  to  credit  the  accounts  we 
Vol.  VIII.-:6 


have  heard,  the  ri^  fruits  of  the  qrstem  have  been  scat- 
tered in  ttds  quarter  with  X  profuse  lund.  We  are  told 
tliat  manufacturing  eatablisbments  have  sprung  up  eveiy 
where  as  if  by  enchantment  Thriving  towns  and  beauti- 
ful village*  cover  the  whole  face  of  the  land.  HQliona  of 
capital  have  been  withdrawn  from  other  pursuits,  and  in- 
vested in  manu&ctures.  Joint  stock  companies  are  re- 
ceiving enormous  dividends;  and  the  people  ^at  least  In 
the  neighborhood  of  the  establishments  built  up  and 
sustained  by  the  system)  are  rejoicing  in  a  proepenty  un- 
exampled m  the  hiitory  of  the  wond.  'Bul«  sir,  in  the 
midst  of  this  universal  joVi  vehear  occasionally  thevwce 
of  lamentation  and  complaint.  There  are  those  north  of 
the  Potomac,  wise,  and  experienced,  and  patriotic  men, 
well  acquitted,  too,  with  the  actual  condition  of  thingv, 
who  tell  us  that  this  apparent  pro«perity  is  in  a  great 
measure  delusive;  that  the  system  has  operated  in  buildiaf 
up  a  ftvoi^d  chss  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity) that  it  has,  in  fact,  made  the  "rieh  richer,  and 
the  poor  poorer."  I  have  befoi«  me  several  statementib 
all  going  to  prove  these  assertion^  as  to  severtl  of  the 
most  fl  ourishing  manufacturing  establishments  ofthe  North. 
I  will  trouble  the  Senate  with  but  one  Of  them,  and  that 
merely  by  way  of  illustration.  The  article  is  from  the  pen 
of  one  of  the  ablest  political  economists  in  the  Uiuon — 
one  who  has  laid  his  countr)r  under  a  hurting  debt  of 
gratitude. 

[Hr.  Haths  here  read  a  statement  from  the  Banner  vS 

the  Constitution,  proving  that  a  flourishing  eotton  manu- 
&ctory  at  the  Falls  Village,  in  New  HampsMre,  wai^  fhun 
theirown  showing,  maintained  by  a  tax  on  the  community, 
exceeding  the  entire  profits  of  the  establishment  by 
9101,000  per  annum;  and  that,  if  a  purse  was  made  up, 
and  every  operative  man,  woman,  and  child  paid  one 
hundred  doluirs  per  annum  for  standing  idle  or  turning 
grindstones,  the  pubfic  wotdd  b«  guners  by  flOliOOO 
annualtv.l 

It  wiu  be  seen,  therefore,  that,  with  regard  to  some,  at 
le^t,  ofourmostflourishingmanufacturingestabHshments, 
the  profita  derived  are  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  But,  it  will  be  said,  "  here  is  a  case  In  which  the 
South  participates  in  the  bounty;  here  is  a  home  market 
found  for  three  thousand  bales  of  Carolina  cotton."  Sir, 
I  seize  the  opportunity  to  dispel  forever  the  delunon,  that 
the  South  can  derive  any  compensation  in  a  home  market 
forthe  injurious  operations  of  the  protecting  nrstem.  The 
case  before  us  affords  a  striUng  illustration  of  this  truth. 
The  value  of  the  raw  material  is  about  one-fourth  part  cS 
Oic  manufiuitured  article.  Now  if  the  cotton  goods 
manufactured  at  th?  Falls  Villa^  were  imported  from 
Ei^land,  instead  of  being  made  m  New  Hampshire,  we 
should  find  a  market  for  twelve  thousand  bsdes  of  quz 
cotton  instead  of  three;  so  tha^  instead  of  gaining  a  mwket 
for  three  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  we  have  lost  a  market 
of  lune  thousand.  The  home  market  for  our  cotton  is 
not  a  new,  or  additional,  but  a  substituted  market.  If  the 
trade  were  free,  the  goods  manuiictured  in  this  country 
would  be  imported  from  England,  and  paid  for  in  our 
cotton;  but,  in  cutting  off  the  imports,  you,  of  course,  to 
the  same  extent,  diminish  our  exports.  Now  suppose,  to 
make  this  matter  tod  ^latn  for  cavil  or  dispute  that  we 
exported  to  Great  Britain  one  hundred  thousand  biles  of 
cotton,  worth  (at  thirty  dollars  a  bale)  three  millions  ^ 
dollars,  and  that  we  received  in  exchange  three  millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  British  cotton  goods.  How  much  of 
our  cotton  would  it  take  to  manu&cture  these  goods? 
Why,  just  twenty-five  thousand  bales,  while  the  remaining 
seventy-five  thousand  would  be  (Usposed  of  on  the  conti- 
nent  But  suppose  the  importation  of  these  goods  pro- 
hibited, in  order  that  th^  should  be  made  at  borne,  what 
portion  of  this  eotton  would  fbd  ft  home  market?  Only 
twen^-five  thousand  balei^  and  the  remidnii^r  seventh- 
five  thousand  must  be  Ml  on  our  hands.   Tmu,  it  will 
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be  Men  that  the  effect  of  substitaling  k  home  market  in 
the  place  of  a  foreign  market  for  our  cotton,  would  be  to 
deprive  ui  entirely  of  a  market  for  three-fourths  of  our 
productions.  This  result  is  inevitable,  unless  the  domestic 
manufacturer  can  enter  into  competition  with  the  British 
in  foreign  markets — an  idea  altogether  too  extravagant  to 
be  woruiy  of  serious  notice]  for  turely  if  any  thing  can 
be  considered  certMn,  we  may  lafely  assume  that  articles 
iHlldi  cannot  be  manufactured  at  home,  without  a  pro- 
tecting duty  offirom  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent.,  cannot 
enter  into  competition  with  fordgn  manufactures  in  the 
markets  of  the  world,  where  Ihty  will,  of  course,  have 
no  protection  whatever.  But  to  return  to  the  condition 
of  tne  North  under  the  protecting  policy.  If  the  rich 
Auitsof  the  system  tn  that  quarter  were  greater  even  than 
they  are  alleged  to  be,  I  sbotild  atill  think  that  they  have 
been  purchued  at  too  dear  a  rate.  It  has  even  there 
depreased  our  commerce,  disturbed  all  the  I'elations  of 
aociety,  and  had  a  tendency  to  produce  that  inequality  of 
fortunes  which  may,  one  day  or  other,  be  fatal  to  the 
fiberties  of  this  country. 

Surveying,  with  the  feelings  of  an  American,  the  actual 
condition  of  things,  I  riiou In  certainty  be  disposed  to  ex- 
change alt  the  blessings  wliich  the  protecting  ^steni  has 

Sroduccd,  even  in  New  England,  ibr  those  which '  it  has 
estroyed.  In  the  place  of  the  splendid  villages,  flourish- 
ing manuiiwtoriea,  joint  stock  companies  am  lordly  pro- 
prtetorSf  clothed  in  fine  linen,  and  faring  sumptuously 
every  day,  as  a  patriot,  [  should  be  disposed  to  say,  give 
me  back  the  ships  which  have  been  destroyed,  the  mer- 
chants which  have  been  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  ttie  sailors 
tfiat  have  been  forced  iiUo  ft>reign  service,  the  "  plunder- 
ed ploughmen  and  beggared  yeomonnr,"  who  have  been 
driven  from  the  purstuls  of  thnr  choice  into  the  gloomy 
walls  of  a  manuiactor]-;  give  me  back  theset  and,  above 
all,  give  me  back  content;  restore  the  peace  and  harmony 
wliich  this  system  has  destrmred,  and  I  will  cotisent  that 
eveiy  manufacturing  est&hlisnment  shall  be  razed  to  its 
foundation,  which  has  been  built  up,  and  can  only  be 
sustained,  by  this  accursed  system.  Sir,  if  wealth  were 
the  highest  good  of  a  nation,  and  pecuniary  profit  the 
only  standard  ny  which  a  wise  policy  could  be  measure d, 
it  would  even  then  be  more  than  questionable  how  far 
this  qrstem  could  be  justified.  But  there  are  h'ghcr  and 
more  sacred  principles  involved  in  this  question,  which 
cannot  be  safely  disregarded;  there  are  considerations  of 
justice  and  political  equality,  which  rise  far  above  alt 
calculations  of  mere  profit  and  loss.  Sir,  what  will  it 
profit  you  if  you  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  the 
hearts  of  your  people  ?  This  is  a  confederated  Government, 
founded  on  a  spirit  of  mutual  conciliation,  concession, 
and  compromise;  and  it  is  neither  a  just,  prudent,  nor 
rightful  exercise  of  the  higli  tnist  with  which  you  are 
invested  for  the  eummon  good,  to  resort  to  a  system  of 
le^latioii  by  which  benefits  and  burdens  are  unequally 
distributed.  Sir,  can  any  gentleman  took  ttiis  subject 
fairly  in  the  face,  and  not  perceive  that  such  a  Government 
as  ours  (instituted  for  a  few  definite  purposes,  in  which 
every  portion  of  the  Union  must,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,  have  a  common  interest)  cannot  turn  ande  from 
their  high  duties,  and  undertake  to  control  the  domestic 
industry  of  individuals,  without  undermining  the  vei^ 
foundations  of  our  repub1*can  system?  It  is  contrary  to 
the  whole  genius  and  character  of  onr  institutions,  the 
very  fbrm  ami  structure  of  our  Government,  that  it  sliould 
undertake  to  regulate  the  whole  Ubor  and  capital  of  this 
extensive  cotmtry.  A  perseverance  in  this  course  will 
sow  the  seeds  of  dissension  broadcast  throughout  the  land; 
and  let  it  be  remembered  tliat  discord  is  not*  a  plant  of 
riow  growth,  but  one  that  flourishes  in  every  soil,  and 
never  fails  to  produce  its  fruit  in  due  season.  Wliat  a 
spectacle  do  you  even  now  extiibit  to  the  world?  A  large 
portion  of  your  ftllow-ritizens  believing  them^flveu  to  be 


grievously  oppressed  by  an  unwise  and  unconstitutional 
system,  are  clamoring  at  your  doors  for  justice,  while 
another  portion,  supposing  that  they  are  enjoying  rich 
bounties  under  it,  are  treating  their  complaints  with  acorn 
and  contempt.  God  only  knows  where  all  thia  is  to  end. 
But  it  *'wiilnot,  and  it  cannot,  come  to  good."  We  at 
the  South  still  call  you  our  brethren,  and  have  ever 
cherished  towards  you  the  strongest  feelings  of  affection; 
but  were  you  the  brothers  of  eur  blood,  for  whom  we 
should  coin  our  hearts,  it  is  not  in  human  nature  tliat  we 
should  long  continue  to  retain  fbr  you  undiminished  affec- 
tion, when  all  hope  of  redress  shall  have  passed  away,  and 
we  shall  continue  to  believe  tlutt  you  are  viwting  us  with  a 
hard  and  cruel  oppresHon,  and  eiubrcing  a  coM,  heartless, 
and  aelfiah  policy. 

I  stiaU  now  proceed,  Mr.  Prendent,  to  examine  the 
character  of  the  protecting  system.  And  here  I  ^all 
assume,  that  the  protection  it  extends  to  tbe  American 
manufactures  is  something  stibstantial,  and  affords  some 
advantage,  be  it  more  or  less,  to  the  protected  interests. 
I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  intended  to  enable  the 
American  manuflicturerstoentepinto  that  successful  com- 
petition with  the  foreign,  wliicli  tiiey  could  not  do  witliout 
such  protection;  tliat  the  effect  of  the  system  is  to  enable 
the  American  manufacturer  to  obtain  more  fbr  his  goods 
than  he  could  otherwise  command.  In  a  word,  that  it 
affords  substantial  protection,  and  is  not  like  tiiat  extend- 
ed to  cotton — a  mere  name.  For,  on  tiiis  latter  point,  let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  first  cotton  produced  in  this 
country  found  a  mr.-  ket  abroad;  and  tliat,  even  now,  nearly 
the  whole  of  it  is  disposed  of  in  Europe,  whereit  maintains 
a  successful  competition  agiunst  all  the  yorld.  It  is  idle, 
therefore,  to  tallc  of  the  benefit  of  a  protecting  duty  to 
cotton  at  home.  It  is  tieyond  all  iliitputi',  sip,  that,  if  any 
duty  be  necessary  to  protection,  it  can  only  be  because 
it  enables  the  manufacbirer  to  sell  hia  goods  for  more 
than  he  could  otherwise  obtain  for  them-  Now,  in  tliis 
view  of  the  subject,  let  us  see  how  the  question  will  stand. 
How  must  such  a  system  operate?  First,  on  the  difi'ei-ent 
intereMs,  and,  secondly,  on  ilie  different  sections  of  the 
coimtry.  We  will  assume  that  a  particular  manu&cture 
cannot  be  produced  in  the  country,  within  fifty  per  cent, 
as  cheaply  at  home,  as  the  same  article  could  be  obtained 
from  abroad,  and  that  a  duty  Wht«h,  With  charges,  should 
be  equal  to  about  fifty  per  cent,  was  al>solutely  necessary 
to  introduce  and  to  sustain  it.  Such  a  duty  must  operate  as 
a  tax  on  every  cttier  class  in  the  community,  for  tlie 
benefit  of  tlie  manufacturer;  and,'  nupponng  it  to  be  im- 
posed, not  for  revenue,  but  protection,  would  be  a  double 
tax.  Suppose  the  value  of  the  imported  article  to  be  a 
million  OT  dollars,  the  duty  would  be  half  a  million;  and  if 
the  protection  amounted  tn  an  eaual  sum,  here  would  be  a 
tax  of  a  million  of  dollars  impoaea  upon  the  whole  people*, 
to  secure  a  bounty  of  half  a  million  to  one  portion  of  tliem. 
But  it  is  Raid  the  bounty  is  not  conhned  to  the  manufactur- 
ers—that other  classes  pai"ticip:ite.  I  admittli^lthere  is  a 
circle  embraced  witliin  the  range  of  the  mamifacturing 
influence,  that  partake  of  the  benefits  of  the  t^stem. 
Farmers  in  the  neighboriuKxl,  who  supply  tiie  opetntives 
with  food-~mechanics,  who- construct  the  buildings  and 
machinery — clergymen,  physicians,  lawyer«,'and  other?^ 
wlio  make  up  a  maiiufUcturing  village,  all  come  in  fur  a 
share  of  the  gains,  and  constitute,  in  fact,  the  protected 
clnas  which  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  system;  but  all  otlier 
classes  in  the  community  must  obviously  be  laid  under 
contribution,  to  tnakc  that  a  profitable,  which  would 
otherwise  he  an  unprofitable  pursuit;  and,  in  the  case  as- 
snmed,  would  be  taxed  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of 
dollars,  fo  secure  to  the  favored  class  a  bounty  of  Iialf  a 
million.  Now  suppose,  air,  such  a  system  as  Uiis  to  be 
extended  to  all  the  cottons,  woollens,  iron,  and  sugar, 
made  in  any  country,  and  we  will  take  tliat  country  to  be 
the  United  "states.  We  will  nipiMfe,  ftirther,  that  cottons 
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could  iiot  be  profitably  muiufaictiired  mlhout  »  protecttag' 
duty  of  from  twenty-five  to  a  hundred  per  cent.  \  woollens 
froni  Ar^'fiTe  to  two  hundred  per  cent.t  iron  from  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  per  i%nt.t  si^r  from  one 
huodfcd  to  one  hundred  utd  fiAy  per  cent.;  nod  that 
tiiese  duties  were  accordingly  imposed  on  tliese  seveml 
articles,  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  nine  mil- 
lions of  dcdlars  annually})  that,  in  ctmsequence  of  tliese 
duties,  the  protection  on  all  the  cottons  mniiulikctured  in 
the  country  was  equal  to  three  cents  a  yiwd,  and  amount- 
ed to  nx  mlbons  of  dollars per  annum— -wooHent  to  ci^t 
millions— iron  to  one  million — and  sugar  to  a  million  and 
a  half— producinj^,  as  the  result  of  the  whole  system,  a 
tu  of  nine  millioiu  on  the  foreign  article,  to  secure  a 
bounty  of  sixteen  millions  aAd  a  half  to  the  borne  manu- 
facturers. I  have  suppoGed  protection  to  be  the  exclusive 
object  of  this  aystem,  and  it  then  ckarly  follows  that  all 
•  other  clasBet  would  be  taxed  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  faraf«d  class  a  pro- 
tection of  sixteen  millions.    The  Goremment  would, 
indeed,  receive  its  nine  millions:  but  it  would  be  an  ag- 
graration  of  tlie  c\ils  of  the  system,  that  this  amount 
should  be  levied  when  it  was  not  wanted,  in  order  to 
secure  the  protected  classes  in  their  monopoly.  The  rate* 
of  duties  which  I  liave  here  Assumed,  are  those  now  actu- 
ally imposed  on  the  protected  artides,  (and  which  it  is 
prc^oaed  to  retain  as  essential  to  proteetioh,)  and  the 
amount     the  protection  enjoyed  by  the  manuftcttuw^  is 
stated  at  the  very  lowest  that  has  ever  been  estimated  by 
any  persOD  who  has  undertaken  to  examine  the  subject 
If  you  suppose  half  of  the  duty  here  stated  to  be  necessary 
fot  revenue,  this  would  not  dinuuish  the  weight  of  the 
burden,  though  it  would  lessen  to  that  extent  the  injustice 
of  the  tax;  aivl  let  gentlemen  make  what  deductioBS  they 
please,  either  from  the  duty  imposed  or '  the  bounty  re- 
ceived, and  k  wiU  make  no  dtfFerence  whatever  in  the 
principle.    Whether  it  be  one  million  ur  twenty,  just  ao 
far  as  the  system  is  proteetive  in  its  character,  and  imposes 
any  tax  upon  the  foreign  article,  and  affords  any  protec- 
tion whatever  to  the  dmnestic,  isthe  system  a  tax  imposed 
upon  the  other  classes  to  render  profitable  the  industry  of 
the  manulacturers.    And  when  this  tax  amounts,  as  it  un- 
questionatdy  does  in  the  case  before  us,  at  the  very  lowest 
Citimate,  to  twen^  or  thirty  millions  a  year,  it  becoiQes  a 
achene  of  monatroiu  injunce  and  opprennon.    Now  let 
us  trace  this  qritem  ime  step  further.   Suppose  such  a 
system  applied  to  a  country  or  a  homogeneous  <Jiaraoter, 
with  the  &rae  capacity  for  nuau&eturing  every  where, 
and  that  maaafaetunng  est^lidimehts  should  consequent. 
ly  be  equally  diffused  thruugh  every  section.    The  bene- 
fits and  the  burdens  of  the  system  would,  in  such  a  case,' 
f^tll  equally  upon  every  portion  of  the  country,  Uiough  not 
iipon  Uw  difiierent  interests  of  the  State.  It  has  been  aud 
tba^  if  Che  {mifita  of  manuftctures  were  nused  by  wch  a 
^sleai  mhore  the  avenge  of  tiie'  profits  of  the-  whole 
communKy,  the  labor  and  capital  usorbed  in  other  ptir- 
suits  woold  flow  into  the  new  employment,  and  that 
the  whole  would  ultimately  be  equalizrd.    Admit  that  in 
procesa  of  time  this  night  be  the  result;  yet  it  could  not 
take  place  at  once,  because  men  oaonot  traoaler  at  plea^ 
•ore  their  labor  and  capita  fnni  their  Mcustomed  pursaits 
to  others.   Bat  if  the  profits  diouM  be  tiiua  ultimately 
equalised  in  a  particular  community,-  yet,  if  the  favored 
pursuit  was  only  rendered  profitably  by  the  protection 
extended  to  it,  it  is  clear  that  the  scheme  would  result 
in  an  aggregate  l0!«  to  the  whole  community,  equal  to 
the  fuU  amount  of  the  bounty,  lhave  asMmed'the  case  of 
an  unprofitable  pursuit  being  rendered  profitable  by  die 
protectii^  system,  for  to  any  other  case  the  system  is 
whdly  inapplicable.    If  the  domeetie  nana&obirwean 
dmUcc  fait  soods  as  cheaply,  and  supply  tiie  doneatic  XBatm 
ket  on  m  nvotidile  terns,  as  6wy  ixwid  be  ohtidned  from 
abimi^  tfrcn  it  i>  cknr  that  no  jtrotectioQ  irtiatever  would 


be  necessary.  It  mav  be  that  in  the  very  infancy  of  a 
manufacture,  on  its  first  introduction  into  a  country,  a 
small  protection  fora  short  time  mi^t  hasten  its  advsnce- 
ment;  but,  at  most,  the  withholding  of  such  protection 
could  have  no  other  efiect  than  to  delay  its  tutroduction 
fur  a  few  years;  for  the  existence,  in  any  country,  of  un- 
employed capital,  and  individual  sagacity  and  enterpiise 
sufficient  to  direct  it  prudently,  would  soon  lead  to  the 
introduction  of  every  branch  of  manu&ctiuvs  for  which 
such  country  was  really  prepared.  But  this  stage  of  in- 
fiuiey  once  passed,  it  is  preposterous  to  talk  of  the  neoei- 
sity  of  protecting  any  article  that  can  really  be  made  aa 
cheaply  at  home  as  it  can  be  obtained  from  abroadi  and 
to  assert  that  to  reduce  such  protection  to  twenty  or  thirty 
per  cent  would  be  ruinous  to  any  manufacture,  is  to 
admit  at  once  that  such  article  cannot  be  profitably 
made  at  home,  and  consequently  that  it  can  oiuy  be  sus- 
tained at  the  expense  the  other  interests  in  the  oommo- 
nily.  Now,  sir,  let  us  suppose  another  case,  and  it  ii 
unlu^pily  the  very  case  which  now  exists  in  the  United 
States.  We  will  suppose  an  extensive  country,  (tf  which 
one  portion  is  exclusively  agricultural,  and  incapable  of 
cbat^iDg  its  puivuita;  and  that  the  other  portion  embvacca 
within  its  limits  all  the  manu&cturcs  and  manufacturing 
capacities  of  the  whole  coimtry.  The  bounty  would  then 
be  excluttvely  enjoyed  by  one  section,  and  the  other 
would  sbue  only  in  the  burdens  of  the  system.  To  make 
the  inequality  still  greater,  it  is  only  necessary  to  suppose 
that  the  agricultural  section  is  not  only  ino^Mble  «  na< 
nufucturing  at  .home,  but  tt  prevented,  b^  mwperable 
obstat^es,  from  emigrating  or  removing  their  property  to 
the  mtuMi&icturing  region;  that  tlieir  industry  can  only  be 
profitably  einplu>-ed  in  exchai^ng  their  a^rricultund 
productions  foe  the  vetr  foreign  attidet  which  enter 
into  eoi^ietition  with  the  domestic  manufactures,  and 
whidi  are  heavi|^  taxed  for  the  protection  of  ^  l»tteri 
that-the  efiect  M  audi  tax  is  not  onlj'  to  interrupt  the  in- 
tercourse and  impair  the  profits  of  their  industry,  but  that 
the  agrlcuttural  section  is  thereby  exposed  to  the  imnunent. 
hazard  of  having  the  maricct  for  their  productions  entiriely 
cut  o(F;  and,  finilty,  to  cap  the  clinux  of  thisinjostice  and 
oppression,  that  the  taxes  levied  on  the  foreign  artielei 
are  expended  almost  exduuvefy  in  the  &vored  rnponi 
and  you  then  have,  Hr.  Preudent,  the  whole  case  vS  the 
aouth  spread  open  bdbre  yoa.  Their  pursutU  are  alto* 
gether  agricultural— tbey  cannot  change  them — thejr  can- 
not trandier  th«r  labor  and  capital  to  the  favwed  region— 
they  cannot  find  a  maitet  for  their  productions,  except 
by  exchanging  them  toe  the  very  foreign  maau&cbires 
which  are  taxed  almost  to  prohibition,  and  the  taxes  thus 
raised  are  expended  in  other  sections.  Is  there  a  man 
in  this  assembly  who  can  lay  his  hand  iww  hia  heart,  and 
wKf  that  it  is  a  just  and  equal  qrstem?  It  may  be  said, 
however,  that  aU  this  is  merely  the  result  of  our  peculiar 
condition,  and  the  nature  of  our  puranits.  It  is  Mt  so. 
All  we  ask,  is  to  be  let  alone.  Leave  us  to  the  fi<ee 
enjoyment  of  the  bounties  of  heaven,  and  the  advantages 
of  our  wtuation,  and  we  ask  no  moK.  But  where  is  the 
justice  and  equality  of  a  ^stem  of  lep:dation  which  b  to 
make  profitable  the  induaby  of  othon  by  the  destruction 
ofourown?  Andby whatrigbt iaittiut we iretobemads 
victims  to  the  prosperity  of  otbets?  1  will  ben  borrow  an 
illustration  tomidie  this  ouitter  plain.  The  Southern  States 
supply  themselves  with  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron,  bv  nu*. 
ing  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco.  Now,  suppose  ve  aoould 
exchange  abale  of  cotton  for  a  bale  of  coarse  woollens,  for 
the  use  of  our  ahives,  conUiiung,  we  will  say,  a  hundred 
pieces.  This  bale  of  cloth  ti  ours. .  It  is  the  fnnt  of  our 
own  labor,  of  .American  capital,  and  home  industry.  We 
mnr  be  said  to  hare  BMnufhctured  it,  not  with  the  spindle 
and  die  looo^  but  with  the  plough  and  the  boe.  Now, 
sir,  we  will  suppose  that  a  Noratem  manubotorer  ba% 
by  tiie  api^eirtion  of  an  equftl  amount  of  kdiorand  ci|ii> 
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ttl,  produced  a  Biniilar  bale  of  woollens,  of  preciaely  the 
sante  quality  and  value.  In  what  respect  U  the  manufac- 
turer entitled  to  be  regarded  with  more  fevor  than  the 
planter^  Does  the  freight  which  we  may  have  pud  to 
the  riup  owner,  and  the  emplt^ment  given  to  narlgation, 
entitle  us  to  less  fkvor  in  the  eyes  of  the  Govemment? 
Are  the  plough  and  the  hoe  less  ftvored  instruiiienta  of 

{production  than  the  apindle  and  the  loom '  Perfect  eqiia- 
ity,  nr,  would  seem  to  requffe  that  we  should  stand,  at 
least,  on  the  same  footing,  and  that,  whether  these  wool- 
lens were  wanted  for  consumption  or  for  sale,  they  should 
be  subjected  to  exactly  the  same  tax.  But  how  are  we 
trested  by  a  just  and  jntemal  Government,  who  careth, 
we  are  uM,  equally  for  aU  her  children^  Our  bale  of 
wooDeiis  is  stopped  at  the  custom-house,  and  forty  pieces 
■re  taken  out  as  a  tax  to  the  Government,  whereby  our 
stock  is  reduced  to  KXty  pieces,  while  the  bale  of  the 
manufiicturer  is  free  from  all  taxation.  If  these  articlcB 
are  wanted  for  our  own  consumption,  we  can  consume 
but  sixty  pieces;  while  the  manufacturer  retains  bis  hun- 
dred pieces,  if  the  goods  are  wanted  for  sate,  we  have 
but  nxty  pieces  to  be  converted  into  money,  or  to  be  cx- 
du»^«o  for  other  eoimnodltiesi  while  the  manuActurer 
has  hw  hundred  pieces  for  the  same  purposes;  and  if  we 
should  happen  t6  meet  at  the  same  market,  as  the  two 
articles  must  sell  at  the  same  price,,  bdng  of  the  same 
quality,  the  manufaeturer  will,  of  course,  realize  forty 
per  cent,  more  than  the  planter.  Now,  sir,  what  are  we 
to  do  in  this  dilemma?  How  are  we  to  escape  this  une- 
qua}  burden.'  The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ckav,} 
on  ■  former  oecawm,  taxed  his  ingenuity  to  provide  ua 
the  mean*  of  escape;  and  I  must  presume  that,  if  his  tnge- 
vnS/tf  frukd,  the  ease  is  altogether  without  hope.  There 
are  four  ways,  swd  the  Senator,  bj;  which  the  South  may 
»Toid  Ae  tax.  First,  "  by  abstaining  fromlhe  purchase 
of  tlie  foreign  articles.**  But,  rir,  we  cannot  do  without 
themt  and  this  trade,  moreover,  f^irnishes  the  only  market 
for  eup  productions.  To  adopt  this  alternative,  would  be 
to  seat  our  niin.  Beeondhr,  «d  the  gentleman,  "  em- 
ploy the  rival'  American  fiuiric.**  But,  sir,  if  the  manu- 
skcturcr  would  take  our  cotton  in  exchange  for  hi»  pr»- 
ductiom,  (which  he  cannot  do,  except  to  a  very  limited 
extent,)  we  should  pay  as  heavy  a  tax  in  the  price  of  the 
domestic,  as  in  the  duty  on  the  foreign  &bric;  for  no  one 
will  pretend  that,  if  the  quality  be  the  same,  there  would 
be  any  difference  of  price  in  the  American  market. 
Thirdhr,  '•manufacture  for  ourselves."  Sir,  we  cannot 
manuneture.  Except  as  to  a  few  eoane  artide%  slave 
laboF  is  utterfy  incapable  of  hem;  appHed  to  such  an  ob- 
ject. Slaves  are  too  in^>rovident,  too  incapable  of  that 
minute,  constant,  delicate  attention,  and  that  persevering 
industry  which  is  essential  to  the  success  of  manufacturing 
establishmenta.  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  some  of 
our  New  England  brethren  got  it  into  their  heads  that 
th^  andetatood  our  institutions  better  dum  we  <Ud  our- 
selves, and  undertook  to  create  a  splendid  mannfadurii^ 
esbiblishment  in  the  district  represented  by  my  ^stin- 
guided  and  valued  friend,  [Mr.  MoDuvrix.]  It  was  ac- 
oordingly  put  into  operation,  but  bad  gone  on  but  a  short 
time,  when  one  of  the  slaves  was  tempted  to  make  free 
with  tlio  goods,  and,  to  prevent  detection,  burnt  up  the 
whole  estabhshment.  It  might  be  supposed,  sir,  that  the 
people  of  South  Carolina  would  not  have  been  inclined 
to  punish  aoch  an  offence  with  great  arverity;  and  if  the 
otuprit  had  escaped,  I  presume  we  should  not  soon  havtf 
heard  the  end  of  it.  Not  so,  sir,  however.  We  lure  a  law 
which  punishes  arson,  whether  committed  by  a  black  or 
a  white  man,  with  death.  The  offender  was  brourfit  to 
trial,  and,  being  convicted  on  the  clearest  proof,  suffered 
the  penalty  of  the  law.  And,  sir,  to  show  how  little  jus- 
tice is  sometimes  meted  out  to  the  Soutit,  I  will  state  the 
fact,  that,  since  I  arrived  here,  1  have  seen  an  account 
of  this  tnnsaotion  in  print,  headed,  with  lai^  capitalv 


*'  cruelty  to  slaves,"  and  representing  that  a  poor  inno- 
cent negro  had  recently  been  hanged  in  South  Carolina 
for  burning  down  a  building  by  accident.  I  think,  Nr, 
the  gentleman  will  now  himself  aidmit  that,  to  embrace  this 
proposition,  would  only  be,  to  use  an  oldadiwe,  **jurap- 
ingoutof  thefryii^panintothefire."  The  last  remedy 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  is,  that  we  should  *'  supply 
ourselves  with  household  manufactures."  What,  nr,  give 
up  our  foreign  trade !  Abandon  our  agricultural  parauits, 
and  involve  tlie  whole  Southern  country  in  desolation  and 
ruin!  Arc  we  to  be  driven  from  the  parsuits  of  our  choice, 
in  order  to  promote  the  industry  of  the  manufkcturers' 

The  case  which  I  liave  stated,  of  the  bale  of  woollens, 
illustrates  the  unequal  operation  of  tfaia  system  upon  the 
agricultural  industry  of  the  South,  and  the  manuGictMriii^ 
industry  of  the  North.  What  is  true  ^  aungle  bale,  is 
true  of  the  whole  amount  of  foreign  importations  wUt^ 
are  taxed  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic  manu&cture ;  ' 
true  of  the  eight  millions  of  impcHls  received  in  exchange 
for  the  production  of  South  Carolina;  aiKl  of  the  forty 
millions  received  in  exchange  for  the  productions  of 
the  plantation  States^  or,  at  least,  of  so  much  thereof 
aa  eqibraee  the  protected  articles.  Oiv  Nortbcm  frienda. 
say,  however,  tnat  part  of  our  cotton  and  riec  belong  to 
them.  Be  it  so.  Whatever  remiuns  to  U9,  and  is  nght- 
fully  oitrs,  i.s  subjected  to  the  uneqwtl  system  wlucn  1 
have  above  described.  Sir,  it  is  but  beyond  alt  dispute, 
that  the  agricultural  indust^'  of  the  South  is  taxed,  une- 
<iually,  unjastly,  enormously  taxed  in iu  foreign  cmchanKea, 
in  order  to  render  profitable  the  manuhetaxing  indus- 
try of  the  North.  Taxed,  I  will  not  say  to  wut  ex- 
tent, but  precisely  to  the  amount  of  the  duty  imposed  for 
protection,  and  the  price  added  to  the  domestie  article^ 
whatever  these  may  be.  U  is  said,  sir,  that  the  consumer 
pays  the  tax,  and  that  the  tariff  States  pay  their  fuU  por- 
tion of  the  tax  on  tiieir  consumption.  Sir,  I  think  thia 
maybe  welldoubted — our  habits  ape  Afferent.  A  South 
Carolina  fanner,  whose  crop  is  worth  a  tiiousand  dollars* 
sends,  perhaps,  the  whole  of  it  to  market,  and  exchanges, 
it  for  foreign  productions,  paying,  it  nay  be,  a  duty  of  fifty 
per  cent,  t  his  tax  would  be  five  hundred  dollars.  The 
Northern  or  Wentern  farmer  raising  produce  to  the  vahie 
of  a  thousand  dollars,  will  consume  nine  hundred  of  it  oik 
his  farm,  and  excliange  but  a  hundred  for  foreign  articles, 
andbesubjectedtoadu^  of  oaU  ftfty  dollar*.  Thisdif- 
ferenceof  habit*  betweeathe  difierent  parts  of  the  coun- 
try is  greater  than  would  be  supposed  »os»ble.  1  have 
knewn  a  weahliy  planter  in  the  neighhorhaod  of  Charitea- 
ton,  that  ^  not  nuse  a  single  article  that  was  not  seat  to 
foreign,  markets,  and  who  purchased  eve^y  thing  that  waa 
conimmed  by  himself  or  bis  riaves.  Bit  cloth  mm  Bd^ 
land;  his  wines. from  France;  his  horses,  mules,  and  hoga,. 
from  the  We^ti  liiscom  from  Maryland;  wooden  ware, 
potatoes,  and  other  notions,  from  New  England;  and  1 
assure  our  New  En^tand  friends,  that  ahbough  we  do  not 
reKah  all  <^  their  notions,  there  are  aome  that  Urb  prize  Ter> 
h%bly.  But,  sir,  if  the  consumer  £d,  in  every  case,  pay 
the  whole  amount  of  the  tax,  and  the  cotuunrotion  was  in 
exact  proportion  to  population,  coold  gentiemen  even 
then  fail  to  see  the  wide  difference  in  the  operation  of  the 
protecting  system  on  theti|(o  sections,  when  they  consider 
that  the  tarifl*  States  are  remunerated,  and  more  than  re- 
munerated, for  any  tax  which  they  may  pay,  ia  the  faouo- 
ties  they  receive,  while  we  receive  no  remnneration 
whatever?  If  this  be  doubted,  I  will  apply  a  test,  which, 
I  think,  cannot  posnbly  deceive  as.  Do  our  New  Eng^ 
land  brethren  not  understand  their  own  interest?  Do 
you  think,  sir,  that  they  would  be  very  apt  to  hl\  in  tove 
with  taxation,  and  court  the  impontiont  of  burdens?  How 
comes  it,  tiien,  that  they  have  heen  taught  to  believe 
tliHt  "taxation  ia  no  tyranny,"  but,  on  the  contrar)-,  the 
greatest  of  eartliiy  blessings?  Why  is  it  that  they  would 
regard  aa  the  heaviest  of  calaouties  the  redaction  of  the 
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public  bnrdeni?  Is  it  not  cletr,  ttien,  that  they  renrd 
the  duties  ms  a  boun^  to  their  industry,  Mid  Ui»t  they 
know  that  they  have  the  power  to  nidemitify  themselves 
for  all  that  they  pay  in  duties^ 

But,  HT,  there  is  another  view  of  this  matter,  which  de- 
monstntes,  I  think,  »till  more  plainly,  the  inequahty  or  the 
^stem.  1  allude  to  its  effect  upon  the  people  of  the 
South,  as  producers  of  Uie  articles  which  are  ezehai^d 
ibr  fbreiga  commoditieB.  There  ara  rery  able  men,  «r, 
who  luLTe  undertaken  to  piwe  that  we  suff^  fVom  this 
vfMem  chkAy  in  our  character  as  producers.  To  my 
nund,  it  is  mtvally  certain  that  the  people  of  the  8outl^ 
either  as  producers  or  consumers,  support  a  burden 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  the 
tax  levied  on  their  importations.  The  precise  manner 
in  wtudi  this  operates,  is  a  problem  not  so  easy  of  solu- 
tion. I  will  endeavor  to  explain,  however,  very  briefly, 
my  ewMDeption  of  the  process. 

We  mil  suppose  a  perfectly  free  trade  to  be  cairied  on 
between  the  Southern  States  and  Great  BriUun:  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  articles  on  bo&  ^et  were  adnutted  duty  free. 
In  this  state  of  things,  a  pnwresdve  tax,  equal  to  five  per 
cent-  per  annum,  is  imposed  on  British  manufactures  for 
the  protection  of  our  own.  The  first  duty  of  flve-per  cent 
woiud,  dottbdes^  be  added  to  the  price.  Befbre  this 
pn^resaive  duty  had  advaaced  man}-  steps,  however,  the 
period  wtmld  arrive  when  no  additional  chai^  could  be 
suftuned  the  consumer,  without  a  reduction  of  bis  con- 
sumption. The  next  five  per  cent,  then  imposed  would 
have  to  be  sustained  by  the  merchant,  or  the  foreign  ma- 
nufacturer, or  tbe  pn>ducer  of  the  cotton,  and  would, 
most  probity,  be  divided  among  them.  In  this  manner, 
as  the  qrstem  progressed,  the  profits  of  the  merchant 
would  be  rcdaced.to  the  lowest  scale  t  those  of  the  manu- 
fiwtarer  would  also  be  brought  down,  and  the  Southern 
producer  would,  in  bis  turn,  be  compelled  to  submit  to  a 
reduction  in  the  price  of  his  productions.  Each  succcsni-e 
step  in  the  furUier  progreu  of  the  system  would  sink  lower 
and  lower  the  price  of  his  cotton,  until  it  wu  reduced  to 
the  veiy  lowest  aum  that  would  pay  the  expense  of  its 
production.  The  verv  next  step  must,  of  course,  annihi- 
late the  trade,  by'renoerinr  it  unprofitable  to  all  concern- 
ed. Kr,  there  may  be  a  £fferepce  of  opinion  as  to  liat 
point  to  iriiich  we  have  now  arrived  in  the  progress  of 
this  ^atemi  ^fbr,  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  system  n 
still  pwyeasingt)  but,  to  my  mind,  it  is  clear  that  we 
have  long  nnce  pasMd  the  point  at  which  any  fijrther  re- 
duction of  profits  could  posHbly  be  extorted  from  the 
merchaat  m-the  manufiicturer,  uid  that  every  successive 
increase  of  the  tax  for  years  past  baa  fiillen  almost  exdu- 
Mvdy  upon  thb  producer. 

The  proof  this  is  to  be  found  in  tbe  ftct  that  cotton 
hai^  wiUun  a  few  yean,  been  gradually  falling,  until  it  has 
lost  mOTe  than  two-tliirds  of  its  value,  and  now  barely  pays 
(he  expense  of  its  production,  bringing  down  with  it  the 
wi^;es  of  our  agricultural  tabor  and  capital  to  the  very 
lowest  point.  Some  gentlemen  in«8t  that  the  Boufliem 
producer  now  bears  nearly  the  whole  of  the  tax,  while  the 
gendonen  on  the  etiier  side  contend  that  it  is  a  maxim 
iinivenally  tnie  that  the  ■*  consumer  pays  the  tax.'*  I 
am  indined  to  think  the  tnith  lies  in  the  Aiiddle.  I  can 
certainly  conceive  a  state  of  tlungs  in  which  tlie  producer 
would,  as  such,  pay  nearly  tlie  wliole  of  the  tax;  but,  ex- 
cept where  the  tax  is  a  very  moderate  one,  or  is  imposed 
upon  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life,  it  is  impos^ble 
tlut  the  whole  of  the  weu^it  could  be  thrown  upon  the 
consumer.  No  one,  surely,  would  contend,  that  if  any 
eommuiiify  were  in  the  habit  of  consuming  fifty  millions 
of  foreign  goods,  imported  duty  free,  they  coold  afibrd 
to  consume  any  thing  like  the  same  amount  under  a  duty 
of  fifty  per  cent.,  u  the  whole  duQr  were  added  to  the 
priee.  But  whether  the  tax  be,  in  ^neral,  paid  by  the 
producer  or  the  consumer,  or  be  iSvkled  between  them. 


to  my  Bund  it  is  clear  tha^  in  the  actual  condition  of 
things,  the  burden  falls  most  unjustly  and  unequally  on 
the  Southern  States.  I  will  illustrate  this.  We  wOi  assume 
that  South  Carolina  annually  exchanges  eight  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  cotton  and  rice  for  fore^  g^Kxls,  pay- 
ing a  duty  of  fifty  percent-,  equal  to  four  minions  of  dol- 
lars. Now,  suppose  tlie  consumer  to  pay  the  whole  tax, 
how  would  the  accountstand?  Assume  that  no  more  than 
oiie>hldFoiir  imputaUons  are  consumed  at  home,  say 

«4,000,000 

Thetaz,»t  50  per  cent.,  would  be      -      -  3,000,000 
Suppose  two  milHons  excbanged  with  our 
Northern  brethren  for  protected  articles, 
tlie  increased  price  of  which  woidd  be 
equal  to  Ute  du^,  this  would  be       -      -  1,000,000 

Making,  -  ■  93.000^000 
Tlie  remaining  two  millkn>B  h«ng  exchaiq^  fbr  un. 
protected  articles,  a  tax  of  one  million  would  be  paid  on 
the  consumption  by  our  Southern  and  Western-brethren. 
From  this  state  of  the  case,  it  would  follow  that,  if  the 
consumer  pa)rs  the  whole  tax,  we  would  nay,  as  consumers, 
three  millions  out  of  these  fbur  imposed  upon  the  foreigrr 
articles  received  in  exchange  for  our  productions,  thouj^ 
we  altould  consume  only  half  of  them.  But  if  we  take  it 
for.  granted  that  the  tax  cannot  he  added  to  tiie  price,  we 
wenudrtTcourse  get  back  no  part  of  the  duties  paid  at  the 
cuatom-housei  and,  in  tiiat  case,  we  should  bear  the  whole 
:  burden.  It  has  been  said  that  the  duties  on  imported  ar- 
ticles fail  chiefly  on  the  merchant  and  the  fort;^  manu- 
facturer; but  1  bold  this  to  be  impfMsible,  for  surely  two 
or  three  per  cent,  is  the  irtmost  reduction  that  can  be 
made  fhim  the  profits  of  the  merchant,  and  not  ipueh 
more-coald  be  taken  off  from  those  of  the  manufacturer. 
Indeed,  how  could  it  be  expected  that  the  American  de- 
mand for  British  mann&ctures  would  materiRlIy  affiect 
their  price,  when  not  more,  probably,- than  a  twenties 
part,  of  the  whole  finds  a  market  in  this  country }  It  it  on 
the  American  producer,  therefore,  that  this  tax  must 
chiefly  fiill.  Sir,  the  duties  upon  imports  are  either  paid 
br  the  consumer,  or  they  are  not.  If  they  are  paid  by 
him,  I  have  diown  that  the  ftr  greater  portion  of  the  du- 
ties on  the  goods  received  in  exchange  fbroar  cotton  fUla 
upon  tbe  punter,  and  thatfbr  this  he  receives  no  reimine- 
ralion  whatever.  If  Uie  duties  are  not  paid  bv  the  con- 
sumer— ^that  is  to  say,  if  they  are  not  added  to  the  price— 
then  it  is  manifest  that  the  whole  amount  of  duties  fiiHs 
upon  us,  without  the  posribillty  of  relieving  ounelvcs  from 
any  part  of  the  burden.  As  to  the  popular  notion  that  all 
consumers  must  pay  equally,  I  will  ask  any  gentleman  to 
tell  me  bow  it  is  with  those  who  consume  the  tax.  Here 
is  a  tax  of  nxteen  milliiHis  imposed,  directly  or  indirectly, 
upon  Southern  production.  Fourteen  milHons-of  tliis 
amount  are  transferred  to,  the  North,  and  there  con- 
sumed. Are  the  consumers  of  these  fourteen  millions 
taxed  on  their  consumption  ^aoA  as  h^ly  as  those  who 
have  the  whole  amount  r 

Sir,  I  have  done  witii  tills  brandi  of  the  su^ect.  Great 
as  arc  the  present  evils  of  the  qrstem  to  the  Soutii,  there 
are  greater  still — in  prospect.  We  are  seriously  threaten- 
ed with  the  entire  losa  of  the  fbreigti  markets  for  our  pro- 
ductions. All  trade  is  but  an  exchange  of  equinlnits,  and 
is  founded  on  the  maxim  of  *'  give  and  take."  If  you  ex- 
clude British  goods  fhim  our  market,  you,  in  effect,  ex- 
clude our  cotton  from  their  markets.  It  is  in  vun  to  tell 
us  that  England  must  have  our  cotton.  You  may  force 
hertodomthoutit.  Even  now  die  supplies  herself,  ton 
great  extent,  from  other  countries}  mm  ber  East  India 
possesnons,  Egypt,  Brasil,  and  elsewhere;  and  you  will 
make  it  her  interest,  in  tiie  end,  to  give  up  the  American 
trade  entirety.  Even  now  she  is  looking  to  this  as  a  po«i- 
hl«  event.   Tou  find  her  encouraging  \ht  production  of 
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cotton  in  the  East  Indies,  by  adiflcrintiiuting  duW  to  whkh 
you  have  forced  her,  and  Btimulating  the  production  of 
the  article  in  South  Atnenca,  where  she  is  furnished  with 
a  market  fcr  h«r  maaufactures,  aliDost  duty  free.  Can 
we*  then,  be  blind  to  the  &te  that  awfuts  us  when  the 
Ainericui  system  shall  be  consummated,  and  we  shall  be 
cutofffrom  a  market  for  seven  hundred  thousand  bales 
(tfour  cotton^ — an  event Uiat  H  ts  bardly  necessary  for  me 
to  say  would  involve  the  whole  South  in  irretrievable 
ruin.  It  is  idle  for  gentlemen  to  pretend  that  the  North 
can  ever  furnish  a  home  market  for  all  the  cotton  of  the 
South.  Two  or  three  hundred  thousand  bales  is  the  ut- 
most extent  to  which  we  could  Gnd  a  market  in  t\\»i  quu- 
ter.  The  catal<^e  of  the  evib  of  this  lyatein,  however, 
is  not  yet  completed^  ft  is  nut  merely  the  mischief  it  has 
done,  and  the  still  greater  evils  whteh  it  threatens,  but  it 
has  arrested  our  march  to  greatness,  and  prevented  us 
from  fulfilling  our  high  destinies.  What  would  have  been 
the  condition  of  this  country  now,  if  we  had  never  been 
deprived  of  the  blessings  of  free  trade?  Why  is  it  that 
our  tonnage  and  our  exports  have  not  grown  with  our 
growth,  »Dd  streng^ened  with  our  strength?  It  is  be- 
cause our  prosperity  has  been  blasted  by  the  restrictive 
system.  Look,  «r,  at  tWa  {ricture.  In  1810,  with  a  po- 
pulatioi)  of  seven  iiullions,  we  had  a  tonni^  of  one  milhon 
four  hundred  thousand.  In  1831,  with  a  population  of 
thirteen  millions,'  our  tonnage  is  reduced  to  one  million 
two  hundred  thousand;  and,  going  still  further  back,  in 
the  year  1800,  our  exports  amounted  to  eighty-one  mil- 
Uoaa,  while  now,  with  a  population  of  thirteen  millions, 
our  exports  are  reduced  to  seventy-two  millions. 

^hu^  while  our  popnktioa  has  increued  nearU  three- 
fold, ^ur  foreign  commerce  has  not  advanced  at  aU.  Sir, 
if- Washington's  free  trade  system  had  continueil  tmto 
this  day,  (for  be  it  remembered  thai  Aleninder  Hamilton's 
protecting  system  was  essentially  a  system  of  free  trade, 
UDposing  duties  only  of  from  five  to  seven  and  a  half  per 
cent.)  can  it  be  doubted  that  we  should  now  have  had  a 
tonna«eoftwoiiiilliaiuandahalf,  and  that  our  exports 
would  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions' 
I  im  told  that  one  of  the  ablest  financiers  in  this  country 
has  recently  declared  that  he  should  connder  an  average 
duty  of  twelve  or  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem  as  abun- 
dantly sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  revenue!  and  that, 
under  such  a  system,  our  imports  and  exports  would,  in 
his  opinion,  exceed  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  the  very 
first  year.  I  knotv,  Mr.  President,  that  it  has  sometimes 
been  said  that  the  enla  under  which  the  Soutli  is  nffer- 
ing  arise  from  the  over-production  of  cotton  t  but  this  is 
not  BO.  Cotton  is  an  article,  the  production  of  which  can- 
not be  overdone.  It  is  the  cheapest  of  all  known  raw 
materials.  It  is  fast  superseding  silk,  wool,  hemp,  and 
flax,  all  over  the  world.  As  a  proof  of  this,  I  will  advert 
to  the  Stct  that,  during  a  period,  in  England,  when  her 
woollen  manu&cturcs  advanced  from  five  millions  of 
pounds  sterling  to  six,  the  cotton  manu&etures  progressed 
from  one  million  to  more  than  thirty.  If  you  would  take 
off  your  duties,  and  throw  open  to  tis  the  markets  of  the 
world,  American  cottons  would,  to  a  great  extent,  super- 
sede all  others,  and  we  should  find  a  market,  not  for  one, 
buttwo  millions  of  bales.  The  whole  South  would  then, 
indeed,  become  a  "  garden  spot."  But  it  is  insisted  by 
the  supporters  of  the  protectiiv  system,  that  its  only  effect 
is  to  make  our  goods  come  cheaper.  Sir,  if  this  were 
true,  I  will  venture  to  asseK  that  the  manufacturers 
themselves  would  be  the  very  first  to  abandon  the  ^stem. 
Their  object,  certain)^,  is  not  to  lessen,  but  to  increase 
their  prices.  Even  if  this  were  the  case,  however,  I  am 
unable  to  discover  how  the  cotton  planter  could  be  com- 
pensated for  the  loss  of  his  market.  How  is  this  suppos- 
ed reduction  to  be  brought  about*  By  competition,  say 
Ute  gentlemen,  between  tlie  British  and  the  American 
tnanufiwturer.   But  if  it  ia  competition  that  is  to  pro- 


duce this  reduction  of  prices,  the  mamifiuturer,  on 
both  sides,  must  be  put  on  an  equal  footing.  What 
sort  of  competition  is  that  which  is  founded  on  a  dis- 
crimination of  fifty  per  cent,  in  favor  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties? And  if,  in  spite  of  such  a  discrinoination.  the  contest 
can  be  maintuned  at  all,  ia  it  not,  by  that  fact,  put  be- 
yond dispute,  that  but  for  the  tax  the  prices  would  b« 
stiUfurttier  reduced?  GeuUemea  take  it  for  grantcd.that 
the  competition  among  the  fdreign  manufacturers  is  not 
sufficiently  great  to  reduce  the  price  to  the  very  lowest 
rate.  They  even  tell  us  of  combinations  among  them  to 
keep  up  their  prices.  Sir,  such  combinations  Jire  utterly 
impossible.  How  are  the  manufacturent  of  iron,  in  Swe- 
den, Buaua,  and  En^and,  or  the  cotton  and  silk  nanu- 
fiusturers  of  France,  to  enter  into  a  coodiination?  'The 
thing  is  ricUculous.  No,  or,  if  the  duties  were  tidcen  off,- 
the  prices  of  goods'would  be  reduced  to  their  miiumum, 
and  much  lower  than  they  are  now  in  this  country;  and  it 
is  for  this  reason,  and  this  only,  that  the  manufacturers  are 
protesting  against  it.  But,  wr,  where  is  the  evidence  to 
be  found  that  the  tariff  has  produced  any  reductioa  what- 
ever in  the  price  of  the  protected  articles?  Is  there  any 
other  foundation  for  the  aaaertkm  than  this:  thid  the  prices 
of  cottons,  woollens,  and  iron,  have  actually  fidlen  anoe 
1834?  But  all  other  articles  have  likewise  fallen,  pro- 
tected and  unprotected.  Real  and  personal  est^e,  cotton, 
flour,  and  tobacco,  all — aU  have  gone  downi  and  most  of 
them  have  fallen  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  woollens, 
cottons,  and  iron.  Has  the  tariff  doneallthis?  What  say 
the  gentlemen?  I  have  here  a  priee  current  containing 
tlic  prices  of  350  articles,  in  1816  and  1831.  From  this 
if  appears  that  there  has  been  a  umversai  reduction  in  the 
price  of  articles  of  every  description,  and  that  thoae  ad- 
mitted duty  free  have  been  reduced,  at  leasts  in  an  equal 
ratio  with  those  paying  duties.  Indeed,  sir,  1  think  that 
a  careful  examination  of  this  table  will  shew  that  reduc- 
tion in  the  protected  articles  has  not  been  so  great  as  in 
the  others.  But  the  reduction  has  not  been  confined  to 
this  country.  It  has  taken  pUce  in  England,  and  idl  over 
the  world,  in  an  equal,  nay,  in  a  greater  degree.  The 
very  articles  most  hi^ly  protected  in  this  country,  cot- 
tons, woollens,  andiron,  are  now  sellingin  Enj^anaiBu^ 
lower  than  they  can  be  obtained  here.  This  is  a  hot  per- 
fectly notorious  to  every  importing  merchant,  and  I  nave 
abundant  evidence  of  it  now  in  my  hands.  Here  are  state- 
ments showing  that  such  goods  have  actually  been  im- 
ported within  the  last  year,  in  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  elaewhere,  and,  after  paymg  duties  of  flom  50  to  100 
per  cent.,  have  hem  sold  as  low  aa  the  dmnestic  manufiic- 
turc.  Sir,  I  aacertuned,  bebre  I  left  home,  that  the 
whole  quantity  of  cotton  goods  imported  into  Charleston 
during  the  last  year  paid  an  average  duty  of  fifty.perceat., 
and  then  they  were  sold  as  low  as  American  cottons  of  the 
same  quahiy.  But  I  am  really  ashamed  toai^e  a  quttion 
so  sell-evident.  How  can  taxes  possibly  lessen  prices? 
Howcanprotectiondiminishthecostt^praduction?  What 
are  the  elementa  of  price  ?  Ate  they  not  the  coat  of  the 
raw  matcrial.~the  wa«ei  of  U>or— and  the  interest  of 
capital  >  and  how  can  these  be  lessened  by  a  tax  on  the  ar- 
ticle ?  To  say  so,  is  to  reverse  all  tlu  rules  of  proportion. 
Gentlemen  mi^t  as  well  contend  that  two  added  to  five 
make  three,  as  that  fifty  per  cent,  added  to  the  cost  of  an 
imported  article  lessens  its  price.  If  gentlemen  can  be- 
lieve tliis^  they  may  believe  any  thing.  But  the  truth  is, 
Mr.  President,  this  wliole  matter  of  the  Hfduction  in  the 
price  of  goods  is  very  eanly  expbuned.  It  depends  on 
general  eausea,  wfaidi  have  operated  to  a  certain  esftent 
all  over  the  world.  From  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
subject,  which  has  taken  place  in  Great  Britain,  it  is  found 
to  have  resulted  from  the' appreciation  of  the  currency, 
improvements  in  machinery,  and  the  general  restoration 
<^  peace.  The  resumption  of  specie  pi^^nto,  and  the 
diromiahcd  npply  of  the  preoeus  metals,  is  calculated  to 
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have  lenenedthe  (»rculetin^  medium  ta  the  amount  of  up- 
ward* of  j£500,000,000.  The  effect  of  this  ungle  cauae 
has  been,  within  the  lait  ten  years,  the  reduction  of  prices 
in  that  country  to  the  amount  of  thirty-live  per  cent., 
to  which  fifteen  (>er  cent  may  be  added  for  the  o^er 
eauaes  abore  mratMned— makiiigr  in  the  whtde  %  induction 
ofataostfftypereent.  in  the  nMHiey  price  of  allartidea. 
The  aame  thing'  haa  taken  place  in  this  cmintrr)  and, 
therefore,  when  gentlemen  allege  that  the  price  of  manu- 
facturea  has  faUen,  the  naked  fact  proves  nothing,  unless 
they  can  show  that  they  have  fallen  in  a  f^eater  degree 
than  other  articles  in  this  country,  and  similar  arbcles 
ftbroad.  But  this  is  so  &r  frmn  being  the  fact,  that  the 
truth  is,  that  tlie  protected  articlra  have  &Uen  leaa  in  pro- 
portion than  those  which  rccave  no  protection.  Cotton 
IS  a  atrikii^  example,  wbidi  has.  in  a  few  yean,  fallen  to 
one-third  of  its  value,  while  no  protected  article  has,  in 
the  same  period,  fallen  onc-hal£ 

I  trust,  sir,  tlut  we  have  now  made  out  our  case;  that 
we  have  shown  the  unjust  and  unequal  operation,  in  every 
point  of  view,  of  .ilua  system,  and  that,  as  far  as  the  South 
B  nmcemed,  and  the  West  also,  though  not  in  the  same 
degree,  it  is  an  unmitigated  system  of  burdens.  And, 
even  with  regard  to  the  favored  section,  I  would  submit, 
bow  fiir  it  is  wise  to  inust  upon  a  system  which  can  only 
be  maintained  at  the  expense  of  other  sections.  Sir,  I  feel 
too  much  confidence  in  the  Jubtice  and  mafrnanimity  of 
our  Northern  brethren,  to  sufter  myself  to  doubt  tlieir  wil^ 
lingneas  to  abandon  this  system  if  they  could  ace  it  in  the 
%ht  that  we  do.  It  may  enrich  them  for  the  moment, 
but  the  protpnity  it  creates  ia  artificial,  and  will  sMuredly 
be  unaubstandftl.  No'countiy  can  be  permanently  bene- 
fited by  a  system  of  bounties.  This  sy«tem  may  destroy 
the  South,  but  it  will  not  permanently  advance  the  pros- 
perity of  the  NorUi-  It  may  depress  us,  but  cannot  ele- 
vate them.  Be«des,  sir,  if  persevered  in,  it  must  annibi- 
late  that  portion  of  the  country  from  which  the  resources 
are  to  be  drawn,  iliat  are  to  enrich  the  Northern  manu- 
Gwturers.  And  it  may  be  well  for  gentleroeu  to  reftect, 
whether  adberinr  to  this  pidiey  would  not  be  actii^  like 
the  man  who  "  Ulled  the  goose  which  laid  the  golden 
eg^"  L«t  gentlemen  be  assured  that  this  is  a  system 
which  f»nnot  possibly  last.  It  will,  sooner  or  later,  be 
utterly  overthrown.  Would  it  not  be  well,  therefore,  for 
them  to  seize  this  favorable  occasion  to  make  some  sacri- 
fice of  their  peculiar  interests  to  the  generd  welfare? 

In  concluding,  Mr.  President,  what  I  have  to  say  on  this 
bnutch  of  the  JUbject,  1  must  take  the  liberty  of  present- 
ii^  a  few  genoal  connderations-  In  a  broad  view  of  the 
question,  it  never  can  be  expedient  to  introduce  .into  a 
country  the  manuiacture  of  any  article  that  cannot  be 
produced  as  cheaply  at  home  as  it  can  be  obtained  from 
abniad.  There  are  some  such  now  made  in  this  country, 
and  their  alrility  to  sustain  themselves,  without  protection, 
isunqueimonable.  The  only  exception  I  would  admit  to 
the  rule  1  have  laid  down,  relates  joarticlesstrlctly  neces- 
«ry  to  natitxial  defence.  I  do  not  allude  to  the  habiU* 
ntenta  of  a  soldier,  or  to  articles  neceaaaiy  to  his  consump* 
ti<Mi,  but  to  arms  and  munitions  <iX  war.  It  is  the  true 
policy  of  all  nations  to  '*  buy  where  they  can  buy  cheap. 
cA."  This  is  the  very  instinct  of  our  nature;  and  when 
we  Impart  from  it  in  national  concerns,  we  violate  the 
simndest  principles  of  political  economy,  a  science  which 
is  in  Act  but  the  lessons  of  wisdom  and  an  enl^htened  ez- 
periejice  applied  to  the  affairs  of  nations.  Sir,  tlie  re- 
strictive policy  is  founded  on  the  trhunph  of  the  selfish 
principle.  It  assumes  that  the  natural  pontion  of  nations 
tomrds  cai^  other  is  ohe  of  enmi^  and  rivalsUp^  fbiutded 
on  a  suppoae<I  oppo^tion  of  interests.  The  doctrine  of 
the  old  school  was,  that  wh^  was  gained  by  one  nation 
was  necessarily  lost  by  another. 

The  plain  aiul  seemin^y  obvious  truth,  that,  in  a  fair 
and  equal  exchange  of  commodities,  all  parties  gained,  is 


a  noble  discovery  of  modera  times.  The  contrary  prin. 
ciple  naturalljr*  led  to  commercial  rivalries,  wars,  and 
abuses,  of  all  sorts.  The  benefits  of  commerce  being 
regarde<l  as  a  stake  to  be  won,  or  an  advantage  to  be 
wrested  from  others  by  jraud  or  by  force,  Governments 
natutvlly  strove  to  secure  them  ta  their  own  subjectsi  and 
when  they  once  set  out  in  this  vtvong  direction,  it  was 
quite  natural  tiiat  they  should  not  stop  short  till  they  ended 
in  binding,  in  the  bonds  of  resiriction,  i|ut  only  the  whole 
country,  but  all  of  its  parts.  Thus  we  are  told  that  Eng^ 
land  first  protected  by  her  restrictive  policy  her  whole 
empire againstall  the  world,  then  Great  Britun  afrainst  the 
colonies,  then  the  British  isles  against  each  ouier,  and 
ended  by  vainly  attempting  to  protect  all  the  great  inte- 
rests and  employments  of^the  State  by  balancing  them 
i^^iftt  each  other.  Sir,  such  a  system,  carried  fully  out» 
is  not  confined  to  rival  nutlons,  but  protects  one  town 
against  another,  considers  villages  and  even  families  as 
rivals,  and  cannot  stop  short  of  "  Kobinson  Crusoe  in  his 
goatskins."  It  takes  but  one  step  further  to  make  every 
man  hb  own  lawyer,  doctor,  fiirmer,  aiyl.  shoemaker — 
and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  an  lTi8))ism,1iis  own  seamstress 
and  washerwoman.  The  doctrine  of  free  trade,  on  the 
contrary,  is  founJed  on  the  true  sodal  system.  It  looks 
on  all  mankind  as  children  of  a  common  parent-^^td  ^e 
great  fiunily  of  nations  as  linkud  together  by  nnitual  in- 
terL'Sts.  Sir,  as  there  is  a  religion,  so  I  believe  there  is  a 
politics  of  nature.  Cast  yqur  eyes  over  this  various  earth 
— see  its  surface  diversified  with  hills  and  vAlleys,  rocks, 
and  fertile  fields.  Notice  its  different  profUictions — its 
infinite  varieties  of  soil  and  -climate.  See  the  nag^tjr 
rivers  winding  their  way  to  the  very  mountain's  base,  and 
thence  guiding  man  to  the  vast  ocean,  dividing,- yet  con- 
necting, nations.  Can  any  maa  who  considers  th^se  tlungs 
with  the  eye  of  a  philosopher,'  not  read  the  design  of  the 
great  Creabw  (written  legibly  in  his  worka)  that  his  ohildren 
should  be  drawn  together  in  a  free  commercial  intercourse, 
and  mutual  exchanges  of  the  various  gifls'with  which  a 
bountiful  Providence  has  blessed  them7  Commerce,  ur, 
restricted  even  aa  she  has  been,  Jias  been  the  great  source 
of  dvilixation  and  reflnemeot  all  over  the  worH.  Next  to 
the  chiistian  reti|^on,  I  consider  free  trade  in  its  largest 
sense  aa  the  greatest  faleswng  that  can  be  conftrred  upon 
any  people.  Hear,  ur,  what  Patrick  Henry,  Hki  great  ora- 
tor of  Vir^nia,  whose  soul  was  the  very  temple  of  five- 
dom,  says  on  this  subject —  '  • 

"Why  should  we  fetter  commerce?  If  a  man  is  in 
cbaina,  he  droops  and  bows  to  the  earth,  because  his  spi- 
rits are  broken*  but  let  him  twist  the  fetters  firom  Via  legs, 
and  he  will  stand  erect.  Fetter  not  commerce!  lather 
be-as  free  as  the  air.  She  will  range  the  whole  c'eeation, 
and  return  cm  the  four  winds  of  b«aven,  to  bless  the  land 
with  plenty." 

But  it  has  been  said  that  free  trade  would  do  ver/well, 
if  all  nations  would  adopt  it;  but  as  it  is,  every  nation  must 
protect  itself  from  the  effect  of  restrictions .  by  coutUer- 
vailing  measures,  I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that  it  is  a  great,  a 
most  &tal  error.  If  retaliation  is  resorted  to  for  the  bo- 
nest  purpose  of  producing  a  redress  of  the  grievance,  and 
while  adhered  to  no  longer  than  there  is  a  hope  of  .suc- 
cess, it  may,  like  war  itsu^  be  sometimes  just  and  neces- 
sary. But  if  it  have  no  such  object,  "it  is  the  unpio- 
fitable  combat  of  seeing  which  can  do  the  other  the 
most  harm."  The  case  can  hardly  be  conceived  in  whicb 
permanent  reatriotiona,  as  a  Measure  of  retaliation,  could 
be  profitable.  In  every  possible  situation,  a  trade,  whe- 
'  Uier  more  or  leea  restricted,  i^  profitable^  or  it  is  not. 
This  can  only  be  detwied  by  esperience{  and  if  the  trade 
be  Icfl  to  regulate  itself,  water  would  not  more  naturally 
seek  its  levef,  than  the  intercourM  adjust  itself  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  parties.  Sir,  as  to  this  idea  of  the  recula- 
lion  by  Government  of  the  pursuits  of  men,  I  consider  it 
as  a  rcmnantof  barbarism  tUagracefiil  to  an  enlightuied  age, 
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and  inconaiatent  with  the  first  principles  of  rstionul  l^bert}^ 
I  hold  Government  to  be  utterly  incaijablA,  from  its  posi- 
tion, of  exercising  such  a  power  wisely,  prudently,  or 
justly.  Are  the  rulers  of  the  world  the  depositaries  ofits 
cdlected  wisdom?  Sir,  can  we  forget  the  advice  of  a 
great  statesman  to  his  soiv— **  Go,  see  the  world,  my  son, 
that  you  may  leim  mtb  how  little  wisdom  mankind  Is  go- 
venied."  And  is  our  own  Government  an  exception  to 
tills  rule^  Or  do  ve  not  find  here,  as  erety  where  else, 
that 

"  Man,  proud  roan. 
Robed  in  «  litU*  brief  auihoriir, 
Flap  tmA  Kuiumic  trtcfca  bdbn  fcl|k  HmVn 
At  makm  ih«  aagcb  weep." 

The  gentleman  has  appealed  to  tlie  example  of  other 
nations.  Sir,  they  are  all  against  him.  They  hav£  had 
restrictions  enough,  to  be  sure;  but  they  are  getting  hear- 
tily sick  of  them,  and  in  Enj^nd,  particularly,  would 
willingly  get  rid  of  them  if  they  could.  We  have  been 
assured,  by  the  declaration  of  a  minister  of  the  Crown, 
from  his  pfacaiB  Parliament,  **that  there  isagrowingcon- 
vietion  among  idl'men.  of  sense  and  reflection  in  that 
country,  that  ihe  true  policy  of  all  nations  Is  to  be  found 
in  unrestricted  industry."  Sir,  in  England  they  are  now 
retracing  their  s^ps,  and  endeavoring  to  relieve  them- 
selves of  the  system  as  fast  as  they  can.  Within  a  few 
years  past,  upwanU  of  three  hundred  statutes,  impoang 
restrictions  in  that  country,  have  been  repealed;  and  a 
case  has  recently  occurred  there,  which  seems  to  leave  no 
doubt  that,  if  Great  Britain  has  grown  great,  it  ia,  as  Hr. 
Huskisson  hu  declared,  **  not  in  consequence  of,  bu.t  in 
^ite  of,  her  restrictions."  The  nik  manufiwture,  pro- 
tected by  enormous  bounties,  was  found  to  be  in  such  a 
deeliiung  condition,  that  the  Government  was  obliged  to 
do  something  to  save  it  from  total  ruin.  And  wruit  did 
they  do?  They  con«derably  reduced  the  duty  on  foreign 
nlks;  bpth  on  the  raw  materia)  and  the  maniwictured  ar- 
ticle. The  Consequence  was,  the  immediate  revival  of 
tlieailk  manufacture,  which  has  since  been  nearly  doubted. 

Sir,  the  experience  of  France  is  equally  deciuve.  Bo- 
naparte's effort  to  introduce  cotton  and  sunr  has  cost 
that  cotmtry  millions;  and,  but  the  other  day,  a  foolish 
attempt  to  protect  the  iron  mines  spread  devastation 
through  half  of  Franqe,  and  nearly  ruined  the  wine  trade, 
on  which  one-fiflh  of  her  citizens  depend  for  subsistence. 
As  to  Spsin,  unhappy  Spain,  "  fenced  round  with  restric- 
tions," her  experience,  one  would  suppose,  would  -con- 
vince us,  if  any  thing  could,  that  the  protecting  system 
in  politics,  tike  bigoti-y  in  religion,  was  utterly  at  war  with 
sound  principles  and  a  liberal  and  enlightened  poltey. 
Sir,  I  say,  in  the  words  of  the  philosophical  statesman  of 
England,  "leave  a  generous  nation  free  to  seek  their 
own  road  to  perfection."  Thank  God,  the  night  is  past- 
ing away,  and  we  have  lived  to  sec  the  dawn  of  a  glorious 
day.  The  cauae  of  free  tn^e  must  and  will  prosper,  and 
firally  triumph.  The  political  econnniit  is  abroad]  lig^it 
has  come  into  the  world;  and,  in  this  instance,  at  least, 
men  ^11  not  "prefer  darkness  rather  than  light."  Sir,  let 
it  nut  be  said,  in  anei-times,  that  the  statesmen  of  Ameri- 
ca were  behind  the  »gK  in  which  they  lived — that  they 
initiated  this  young  and  vigorous  country  into  the  ener- 
vating and  corrupting  practices  of  European  nations— 
and  that,  at  tlic  moment  when  the  whole  world  were  look- 
ing to  us  for  an  example,  we  anvyed  ourselves  in  the 
cast-off  fbllies  and  exploded  errors  of  the  ohl  world,  and, 
by  Uie  introduction  of  a  vile  qntem  of  artificial  stimulants 
and  political  gambling,  implored  tlie  healthful  vigor  of  the 
body  politic,  and  brought  on  a  decrepitude  and  prema- 
ture dissolution? 

I  liad  intended,  Mr.  President,  to  have  said  something 
of  the  constitutional  question,  but  have  already  taken  up 
so  much  of  your  time,  that  I  shall  nut  now  enter  into  it. 
1  must  be  permitted,  however,  to  remark,  that  the  gen- 


tleman is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  this  objection  to  the 
protecting  system  is  of  recent  origin.  Up  to  1834,  the 
question  liad  not  been  much  conBidewT,  simply  because 
the  protection  which  manu&ctures  had  derived  was  mere- 
ly incidental  to  duties  imposed  for  revenue.  The  act  of 
1790  was  surely  of  that  chara6ter{  and  even  the  act  of 
18L6  provided  for  a  diminution,  and  not  an  inereue,  of 
duties.  But  when,  in  1824,  the  true  character  of  this 
system  was  developed,  the  constitutional  objection  was 
plaintyand  strongly  insisted  upon.  Hereis  the  language, 
sir,  that  I  myself  held  on  that  occauon,  on  this  floor; 

"  Will  j^ntlemen  point  out  to  me,  if  tiiey.ean,  the  power 
which  this  Government  possesses  to  adopt  a  system  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  encouraging  particular  hranchei 
of  industry?  It  is  my  sober  and  deliberate  opinion  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  no  more  power  to 
pass  laws  for  the  purpose  of  directly  or  indirectly  inducing 
any  portion  of  the  people  to  engage  in  mamt&ctures,  than 
they  have  to  abolish  trial  by  jury,  or  eatablish  the  inqui- 
sition." 

Since  that  period,  the  Legfslatares  of  every  Southern 
State  have  denounced  this  system  as  a  violation  of  their 
constitutional  rights.  It  was  but  the  last  year  that  South 
Carolina  recorded  on  the  jourmls  of  the  Senate  her  so- 
lemn protest  against  it,  "as  utterly  unconstitutional, 
grossly  unequal,  and  oppressive,  and  such  an  abuse  of 
power  as  is  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  a  free  Go- 
vernment and  the  great  ends  of  civil  sodety."  I  do  not 
know,  sir,  where  the  constitutional  objections  to  this  sys- 
tem are  better  summed  up,  tlian  in  the  very  address  of 
the  Free  Trade  Convention  of  Pliiladelphia,  to  which  the 
gentleman  has  referred  for  another  purpose.  The  gen- 
Ueman  is  certainly  mistaken,  when  he  relies  on  that  expo- 
sition as  an  authority  in  his  favor.  Sir,  as  I  understand 
the  argument,  it  is  onl^  admitted  incidental  protection 
may  he  afforded  by  duties  imposed  only  for  revenue,  but 
that  the  right  is  expressly  denied  of  "imposing  any  ad- 
ditional duty  for  the  purpose  of  affording  tluk  protection." 
1  dismiss  tius  branch  of  the  subject,  wiUi  tlie  remark  that, 
whether  we  be  right  or  wrong  in  our  views  on  this  ques- 
tion, the  opinion  is  eonsiuentioiuly  and  almost  univenally 
entertained  throughout  the  whole  South,  that  the  pro- 
tecting system  involves  a  grass  violation  of  the  solemn 
compact  which  is  the  bond  of  our  Unim. 

1  come  now,  sir,  to  the  question  of  the  policy  which 
ought  to  be  adopted  at  this  important  era  in  Uie  history  of 
our  Government.  We  have  arrived  at  a  most  interesting 
crisis  in  our  nationnl  affairs— one  to  which  the  people 
have  been  looking  up,  vrith  intense  anxiety,  for  several 
yeara  pasL  They  have  contemplated  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt  as  the  great  day  of  jubilee,  when  they 
were  to  be  relieved  from  the  oppressions  which  they  Iiavc 
M>  long  patienUy  endured.  The  people  of  the  South,  sir, 
like  the  children  of  Israel  of  old,  have  passed  through  the 
wilderness,  and  are  now  in  «ght  of  the  promised  land. 
They  stand  on  the  top  of  Mount  Pi^ah,  and  look,  with 
delight,  at  the  goodly  prospect  before  them— and  it  is  for 
you  this  dsy  to  detnrnune  whether  they  shall  perish  in 
the  wilderness,  or  be  permitted  to  possess  and  enjoy  their 
rich  inheritance.  Sir,  I  have  shown  that  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  duties  is  oppressive  and  unequal— that  the  very 
action  of  the  Government  is  SO;  yetl  do  not  wish  gentle- 
men to  suppose  that  we  are  disposed  to  push  our  claims 
to  an  immeasurable  extent.  No,  we  will  not  ask  that 
Northern  manufactures  ahall  be  taxedt  because  duties  to 
whatever  extent  imposed,  operate  as  a  tax  upon  our  in- 
dustry. We  are  willing  to  agree  tlut  the  revenue  ne- 
cessary for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  Government  shall 
be  levied  by  duties  upon  imports.  The  facility  with  which 
indirect  taxes  may  be  collected,  affords  an  argument  in 
their  favor  to  which  we  are  willing  to  yield,  thouglKwe 
well  know  that  they  must  operate  most  injuriously  on  our 
interests.    But,  in  jicldingthis  nuich,  we  havje  surely  a 
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ri^t  to  expect  that  no  more  moiiej  shall  be  levied  m  this 
WKV  than  stikll  be  abiolutely  neceoary.    We  think  we 
bsve  a  T^ht  to  mast  thal^  on  the  extinction  of  the  public 
debt,  the  twelve  millions  of  dollars  heretofore  annually 
appropriated  to  that  object  rilouM  no  long«r  be  levied; 
and,  nirther,  that  no  more  money  shall  be  raised  than 
may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditures  of 
the  Government  *  Any  other  basts  of  reduction  than  tiiis 
must  be  founded  on  toe  idea  of  a  contemplated  increase 
of  the  pubUc  expenditures.    And  why  should  they  be  in- 
creased*  We  nave  rather  a  right  to  expect  that  they 
should  be  diminished.    The  principal  objects  of  expen- 
diture, for  many  years  past,  nave  been  connected  with 
preparations  for  war^  but,  with  the  progress  of  our  works 
of  defence,  and  the  increase  of  o\ir  population,  the  neces- 
sity for  this  expenditure  will,  in  a  great  measure,  cease. 
Indeed,  it  does  appear  tome  that  it  will  be  hardly  necessa- 
Ty,  hemfter,  to  seek  other  security  waiAst  invauon,  than 
will  be  found  in  the  strong  arms  and  stout  hearts  of  our 
fellow-citizens.    But  tlic  gentleman  insists  that  our  reve- 
mic  shall  not  be  reduced  below  eighteen  milGons  of  dol- 
lars, while  we  all  know  that  twelve  milljons  have,  hereto- 
fore, furnished  an  abundant  supply  for  every  purpose, 
including  a  million  a  year  for  internal  improvements.  The 
gentleman  admits  that  we  ought  not  to  provide  for  a  sur- 
plus, and  says,  with  great  force  and  truth,  that  a  division 
of  it  among  the  States  would  be  a  departure  from  all  sound 
principles  of  Government.  For,  said  the  gentleman,  "  to 
give  it  back  to  the  States,  or  the  individuals  from  whom 
it  was  drawn,  in  the  same  proportion,  would  be  a  palpa- 
ble absurdity;  while,  to  distribute  it  in  different  propor- 
tions, would  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice."    I  submit 
whether  this  argument  is  not  equally  applicable  to  inter- 
nal improvement.    But,  waiving  this  point,  I  would  ask, 
if  we  are  to  have  no  surplus,  why  raise  eighteen  millions 
of  dolhn — six  millions  more  than  the  ordinary  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government?   To  provide,  says  the  gcntle- 
nian,  for  contingencies.    But,  sir,  is  it  not  morally  certain 
that  your  receipts  must  exceed  your  estimates'  The 
reduction  of  duties  will  increase  importations — and,  fix 
what  standard  you  will,  my  life  upon  it,  we  shall  hive  a 
surplus,  and  not  a  deficit,  unless  gentlemen  mean  to  pro-, 
li-ide  for  some  new  and  grand  scheme  of  national  expendi- 
ture. ^  Besides,  against  ac<adental  deficiencies,  a  sumcient 
provirion  will  be  found  in  the  uncalled-for  appropriations, 
always  to  be  found  in  the  treasury.     Having  snown  the 
extent  to  which  the  revenue  ought  to  be  reduced,  I  proceed 
to  consider  the  mode  in  which  that  reduction  ought  to  be 
effected.    Tlie  first  scheme  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
is  a  continuance  of  existing  duUes  on  the  unprotected  ar- 
ticles, and  carrying  up  the  duties  on  protected  articles  to 
prohibition.    The  gentleman  says,  however,  that  lie  is  not 
in  &Tor  of  tliis  scheme,  because  lie  would  put  the  manu- 
&ctiirers  on  their  good  behavior,  by  exposing  them  to 
fbrei^  competition.    But  what  sort  of  competition  is  that 
to  tt  hicb  they  are  exposed,  when  entrenched  behind  a 
protecting  tariff,  rangmg  from  fifly  to  two  hundred  per 
cent.?    I  have  shown  that  the  existing  duties  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  prohibitory;  and,  wlicn  the  gentleman  de- 
clares himself  against  prohibition,  he  seals  the  condemna- 
tion of  his  own  resolution,  which  proposes  to  retain  the 
existing  system  untouched,  prohibitions  and  all. 

I  come  now  to  theL  schemes  advocated  by  tlie  gentle- 
man Jiimself — to  take  off  the  duties  entirely  from  all  the 
unprotected  articles,  except  wines  and  silks,  and  leave 
them  as  they  are  upon  the  protected  articles. 

The  first  objection  to  this  scheme  is,  that  it  is  proposed 
by  it  to  take  off  only  six  millions  of  dollars  of  taxes,  even 
after  the  treasury  is  to  be  relieved  from  a  charge  of  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  by  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt. 
TtaX  it  proposes,  therefore,  to  create  an  annual  surplus  of 
six  millions  of  dollars  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Govem- 
nwnt,  not  only  without  tlie  smallest  necessity,  but  with  the 
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certain  effect  of  changing  the  character  of  your  Govern* 
ment,  and  corrupting  the  people.  Why  is  this  surplus  to 
be  created?  Has  the  gentleman  given  a  single  reason  in 
its  favor;  or  has  he  not  himself  sealed  the  condemnation 
of  his  own  proposition,  when  he  admitted  that  no  surplus 
ou^ht  to  be  created  for  distribution?  For,  if  it  is  not  to 
be  in  some  shape  distributed,  for  what  purposes  is  it  to  be 
raised?  The  next  objection  to  this  scheme  is,  that  it  pro- 
poses to  relieve  luxuries  from  all  taxation,  while  the  taxes 
on  tiie  necessaries  of  life  are  to  remain  just  as  they  are, 
subject  to  duties  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent 
It  b  tnie  that  the  ^nUeman,  seeing,  I  presume,  the  enor^ 
mity  of  the  proposition  in  its  original  roim,  now  consents 
that  some  very  moderate  duty  may  be  levied  on  wines  and 
silks.  But,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  in  what  wines 
and  silks  differ  from  the  numerous  other  articles  which, 
by  the  gentleman's  scheme,  are  to  come  in  duty  free. 
Here  is  a  Ust  of  some  of  them,  and  it  will  be  for  the  Se- 
nate and  the  country  to  say  how  far  it  is  reasonable  or 
Just  that  the  consumers  of  these  articles  shall  contribute 
nothing  to  the  public  revenue,  while  the  honest  laboring 
man  is  to  be  taxed  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  dollars  on 
evei-y  hundred  dollars  which  he  expends  on  the  woollens 
and  the  flannels,  the  iron  and  the  sugar,  which  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  health  and  comfort  of  himself  and  family. 

"It  is  one  of  the  grandest  farces  ever  attempted  to  be 
played  off  upon  a  free  people,  to  see  an  attempt  made  to 
reduce  the.  taxes  on  olives  and  capers,  anchories  and 
brandy  fruits,  mace,  cloves,  nutmegs,  precious  stones, 
alabaster  ornaments,  cordials,  perfumery,  artificial  fiower% 
billiard  balls,  battledores  and  shuttlecocks,  coral  beads 
and  gold  snuffboxes,  silver  spectacles  and  ivory-headed 
canes,  velvets  and  lace,  mull  muslins  and  gros  de  Naples, 
camel's  hair  shawls,  morocco  and  prunella  shoes,  fine  cam- 
brics, plated  chafing  dishes,  porcelain,  and  china  dinntf 
and  tea  sets,  gold  watches,  Cologne  water,  Champa|^e 
and  Burgundy  wines,  oran^s  and  pineapples,  embroid- 
eiy,  ivory  fans,  fine  Irish  Imens,  parasols,  centre  tables 
gilt  books,  pier  locking-glasses,  vermicrili  and  macaroni, 
Italian  marble,  mantel  ornaments,  rouge,  essences  and 
court  plaster,  chessmen,  sweet  scented  soap,  wlk  stock- 
ings, gold  and  silver  thimbles,  mantel  time-pieces,  tooth 
powder,  wax  dolls,  and  a  hundred  other  things  used  by 
the  rich.  We  say,  it  is  one  of  the  grandest  &rces  ever 
played  off  upon  a  fnt  people,  that  such  articles  as  tiiose 
we  have  enumerated  shoulo  be  exempted.** 

I  ask  for  the  reason  fbr  this  distinction  which  relieves 
luxuries  from  taxation,  and  throws  them  upon  Uie  neces- 
saries of  life;  which  burdens  the  poor,  and  exempts  the 
rich;  and  I  am  told  it  is  necessary  to  protection.  Whose 
protection?  Why,  the  wealthy  proprietors  of  manufac- 
turing stock;  men  who  are  reafizing  enormous  dividends, 
drawn  from  thte  pockets  of  the  people.  Sir,  no  other 
reason  for  tins  ^stinction  has  been,  or  can  be,  given;  for 
it  is  (icknowle^ed  by  all  the  world,  that  luxuries  are  the 
proper  subjects  for  taxation,  and  ought  rightfully  to  be 
taxed  higher  than  the  necessaries  of  life.  But  here  the 
manufacturers  interpose  their  claims,  and  the  claims  of 
Justice  are  disregarded.  Again,  sir,  fiiese  are  articles  of 
general  consumption,  at  least  among  the  wealthy,  and 
consumed  equally,  too,  all  over  the  counttyi  and  yet  they 
must  come  in  duty  free,  and  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
country  be  levied  on  articles,  in  relation  to  which  the 
duties  operate  most  unjustly  and  unequally;  being  in  truth 
a  bounty  to  certain  portions  of  the  people,  and  a  burden 
upon  otiiers;  and  yet  the  Senator  tells  us  he  had  hoped 
that  such  a  proposition  as  this  would  not  only  have  met 
the  approbation  of  all  parties,  but  would  have  been  re- 
ceived as  a  concession  to  the  complaints  of  the  South. 
How  it  was  possible  for  the  gentleman  to  have  indued 
such  an  expectation,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  comprehend. 
Sir,  what  suigle  concesoon,  or  me  slightest  approach  to- 
wards it,  is  made  by  such  a  proposition  ?   Does  it  conrist 
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in  aneetng  to  take  off  six  nullions  of  taxes,  when  the  de- 
mands on  the  treasury  are  to  be  reduced  to  double  that 
HDOunt'  Has  the  South  erer  uttered  one  vard  of  coiU' 
ptaiat  against  the  duties  which  it  is  proposed  to  reduce? 
Ko.  These  were  imposed  for  revenue*  andi^unst  duties 
&irly  levied  for  that  purpose,  they  have  never  compUined. 
It  is  against  duties^  imposed  not  for  revenue,  but  protec- 
tion, that  they  have  been  so  long  and  so  earnestly  remon- 
strating; and,  to  quiet  tlieir  <Uscontents,  the  proposition 
is  gravely  submitted,  to  take  off  all  the  revenue  duties, 
and  to  leave  the  protecUnr  duties  untouched.  Sir,  it  is 
not  so  Diuch  the  amount  of  tlus  tax,  as  its  inequality  and 
injustice  which  has  roused  the  whole  South  to  determined 
opposition.  And  how  is  it  proposed  to  relieve  our  com- 
pliunts?  By  aggravating  that  inequality,  and  extending 
and  perpetuating  that  injustice.  We  tell  you  that  the 
protecting  duties  operate  «a  a  tax  upon  us,  and  a  bounty 
up«n  the  tariff  States.  We  inust  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the 
principles  on-  which  our  Gorernment  b  founded,  and  re- 
duces us  to  a  state  of  colonial  vassalage;  and  this  it  sub- 
stantially does^  if  we  are  not  mistaken  in  its  pperation, 
and  Mr.  Gntbn's  definition  of  a  colony  is  the  true  one — 
*'a  oountiy  goTemed  in  reference  to  uie  interests  of  an- 
other.*; 

Sir,  if  we  are  right,  this  scheme  amounts  to  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  proposition  to  relieve  the  tariff  States  from 
all  taxation,  and  to  throw  the  whole  burden  of  the  Go* 
Temment  upon  the  other  States.  It  Is  admitted  that  the 
protection  enjoyed  by  the  former  even  now  exceeds  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  which  tliey  pay,  but  sUll  they  do  pay 
their  eqiul  portion  of  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles. 
But  when  these  are  taken  off,  they  will  be  relieved  from 
taxes  altogether.  Gentlemen  who  now  hear  me,  well  re- 
member, that  when  the  tariff  of  1828  was  under  discus- 
sion here,  a  Senator  from  a  tariff  State  rose  in  his  place, 
and  tupptated  the  biUoD  the  single  ground  that  Itoperated 
as  a  bounty  of  a  miWon  of  dollars  per  osnum  to  the  State 
he  represented.  Let  us  assume  that  calculation  to  have- 
been  correct,  and  that  the  State  in  question  now  pays  half 
a  million  in  taxes  on  tiie  unprotecteu  articles.  \\'tien  you 
take  off  the  tax  and  leave  the  bounty,  the  bounty  will 
obviously  be  increased  by  just  half  amillion,  and  the  State 
in  question  will  be  relieved  entirely  from  Uxation.  Such 
is  the  compronuse  proposed  to  the  South.  The  evils  of 
which  we  complain  are  to  be  increased— tlie  protecting 
system  is  to  be  riveted  upon  tlie  country  beyond  all  hope 
m  relief;  and  we  are  told  we  ought  to  receive  all  this 
as  a  concession.  Sir,  we  say  to  you,  we  are  willing  to 
submit  to  have  the  foreign  mahu&cturcB  for  which  we  ex- 
change our  productions  taxed  for  revenue,  though  we 
know  that  such  tax  must  operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  do- 
mestic manufacture,  and  so  Gtr  diminish  the  value  of  our 
productions;  but  we  invoke  you  not  to  aggravate  the  in- 
justice and  inequality  of  this  system,  by  extending  tlie  tax 
beyond  the  just  revenue  standard,  and  by  so  arranging 
the  duties  as  to  throw  the  burden  entirely  upon  the  pro- 
tected articles  to  relieve  the  tarifi'  States  from  all  taxation, 
and  to  tiirow  the  burden  entirely  on  us.  Above  all,  wc 
call  u^ion  you  to  remember  that  the  British  manufactures, 
on  which  you  propose  to  Uirow  almost  the  whole  burden 
of  the  Oovemment,  are  those  which  we  receive  in  ex- 
change for  our  productionst  that  to  burden  them  is  to 
burden  as;  and  tlut  the  end  of  all  tiiis  may,  and  probably 
will  be,  that  we  shall  be  deprived  of  ou?  best  customers, 
and  be  cut  off  from  the  only  sure  market  for  our  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco. 

The  policy  proposed  in  the  amendment  wl>ich  I  have 
submitted,  is  founded  on  the  just  principles  I  have  advo- 
cated. The  arrangement  of  the  dctaib  we  are  willing  to 
leave  to  the  committee.  We  do  not  propose  to  destroy, 
or  eren  toinjure,  the  manufacturers.  We  are  willing  tliey 
riunild  hare  the  inddcntal  protection  afforded  by  a  fiur 
revenue  ^^tem;  and,  on  any  plan  of  reduction,  the  dntlea 


and  clurges  on  the  foreign  manubcture  wilt  not  fall  much 
idiort  of  uur^-piree  and  a  UuRt  per  cent. ;  and  surely,  sir, 
if,  with  A  protection  equal  to  one-third  of  the  cost  of  Uie 
article,  our  manufactures  cannot  be  maintained,  they  ought 
to  be  abandoned  at  once,  since  nothing  can  be  clearer 
than  that  they  would  then  be  sustiuned  at  a  certain  toss  to 
the  country.  We  do  not  insist  on  an  immediate  reduc- 
ton  to  the  lowest  revenue  standard.  As  the  public  debt 
is  not  yet  paid,  we  are  willing  that  the  reduction  on  tlie 
protected  articles  should  be  gradual,  and  spread,  if  gentle- 
men please,  over  two  or  three  years;  and,  if  tiiqr  desire 
it,  we  will  not  object  to  makiiw  an  immediate  reduction 
on  the  unprotected  articles,  of  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent. 
The  immediate  effect  of  this  plan,  so  fiir  from  being  in- 
jurious to  the  manufacturers,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  serve 
ratherto  strengthen  them;and  even,  inits ultimate  results, 
no  manufacture  will  be  injured  that  docs  not  depend  oa 
protection  for  its  existence,  and  is  not  sustained  at  the 
public  expense.  Suppose  the  duties  on  the  protected 
articles  were  now  reduced  ten  per  cent  below  their  prc- 
sent^rates,  and  by  subsequent  steps  carried  down  gradtialty 
to  the  true  revenue  standard,  what  would  be  tlie  effect  of 
this  first  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,?  If  a  yard  of  Eng- 
Itsli  cloth  cost  a  dollar,  paid  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent.,  and, 
with  the  addition  of  charges,  could  be  retailed  at  two  dol- 
lars, the  effect  of  this  reduction  would  only  be  to  reduce 
the  price  to  one  dollar  and  ninety  cents.  So  that  the  pro- 
tection to  the  American  manufacturer  would  be  lessened 
only  five  per  cent.  Now  if  this  provision  were  accom- 
panied by  an  immediate  reduction  of  the  duties  on  tlie  uii' 
protected  articles  from  fifty  per  cent,  to  fifteen,  would 
not  the  manufacturers  derive  some  compensation  in  the 
diminished  cost  of  every  article  which  enters  into  tlicir 
consumption?  And  if,  in  addition  to  this,  there  should  be 
a  considerable  reduction  of  duties  on  the  raw  material,  I 
would  submit  to  tbcir  Serious  consideration  vdbetlier  their 
condition  then  would  be  worse  than  it  is  now.  Tlie  true 
policy  of  the  manufacturers,  it  appears  to  me,  conusts  in 
obtaining  their  raw  materials  cheap,  and  having  their  ex- 
penses diminislied  by  taking  ofi' unnecessary  taxes  on  their 
consumption.  Sir/ifthisisto  become  a  manufacturing  coun- 
try, we  must  look  to  tl>e  markets  of  the  world.  A  feeble 
and  sickly  existence  may  be  preserved  at  home  by  a  sys- 
tem of  protection  and  of  bounties:  but  to  be  put  on"^  sure 
foundation,  and  to  acquire  that  vigor,  strength,  and  energy, 
which  will  enable  them  to  enter  into  successful  competi- 
tion abroad  with  the  manufactures  of  other  countries,  it 
is  necessary  they  should  be  prepared  for  the  contest,  by 
being  left,  in  a  great  measure,  to  their  own  unaided  ef- 
forts. In  one  respect,  the  United  States  pos^icsscs  an  ad- 
vantage over  all  the  world,  of  which  it  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  madness  not  to  avail  ourselves.  We  can  reduce 
the  cost  of  production  in  every  department  of  industry, 
to  the  very  lowest  rates.  Our  people  are  not  necessarily 
borne  down  by  an  almost  insupportable  weight  of  taxation. 
We  ha\  e  no  debt  which  can  never  be  paiti — no  burden- 
some establishments — no  kings,  lords,  and  commons,  to 
eat  out  the  substance  of  the  people.  In  this  consists  our 
great  advantage,  and  it  will  be  our  own  fault  if  we  do  not 
avail  ourselves  of  it  tg  the  fullest  extent.  This,  sir,  is  not 
only  the  &vorable  moment  for  at^usting  this  great  ques- 
tion, but,  if  it  be  suffered  to  pass  away,  it  can  never  be 
re-called.  The  manufactures  now  cm  be  let  down  with- 
out a  shock,  from  the  position  to  which  tiiey  have  been 
so  unjuslly  elevated.  They  will  now  be  remunerated 
for  any  diminution  of  their  protection;  but  if  the  plan  pro- 
posed in  the  gentleman's  resolution  should  prevail,  the 
immediate  effect  will  be  an  increase  of  their  protection, 
an  enlargement  of  tlieir  bounty,  and,  of  course,  if  these 
are  to  be  reduced  hereafter,  the  sliock  will  be  much  greater 
than  that  to  which  they  ^ould  now  be  subjected.  Sir,  I  do 
conrider  tliat,  in  making  my  propoution,  I  am  proving  my- 
self a  true  friend  to  (he  manufitcturcrs— and  tliat  thoy  are 
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their  wmt  enemies  (whatever  they  imy  tbemtdves  be> 
Here)  who  would  adopt  the  policy  embraced  in  the  gentle- 
nuui'i  reK^tion.    In  this  opinion,  nr,  I  find  I  am  not 


singula.    The  manufiictureni  themselves,  and  tome  of  there  are  a  hundred  thousand  peraoni  in  that  unhappy 


riin^  is  there  a  prafit^le  trade*  and  that  the  rerenue 
laws  of  En^nd  are  constantly  viotated  with  ui^umty? 
And  how  is  it  in  Spain?    A  modern  traveller  asserts  tlut 


their  ablest  and  most  zeulotis  advocates,  bare  avowed  the 
same  sentiments.  In  a  work  just  put  into  my  hands,  con-. 
tuning  an  ezpoution  of  evidence,  about  to  be  subn^tted 
to  Congress,  in  wpport  the  memorial  of  Ae  Free  Trade 
Coaventitw,  lately  conTened  at  Piiiladelphia,  (a  work  to 
which  I  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  every  member  of 
this  body,)  1  find  some  extracts  from  the  Register  of 
Hezekiafa  Nile*— certainly  one  of  the  tbost  uncompromis- 
ing, champions  of  the  protecting  system— which  furnish 
decisive  authority  in  fiivor  of  my  opinion.  I  there  find  a 
leUer  from  a  person  who  is  represented  to  be  an  exten- 
aive  maou&cturer,  in  which  he  sayt: 

'*  The  only  true  friends  of  the  nianufiu:tnrers  are  those 
who  DOW  seek  to  repeal  the  ridiculous  tariff  of  1838.  Put 
a  duty  of  revenue  alone  on  cloths,  and  remove  the  duty 
on  wooL  It  would  be  much  better  for  us  if  we  were 
placed  in  En^aod;  for  we  coyld  there,  with  our  present 
hands  and  advantages,  make  ploth,  send  it  to  New  York, 
pay  the  duties^  and  take  more  monmr  tiun  we  now  do, 
The  difference  b  in  the  stocki  and  Uus  difference  it  attri' 
butable  to  the  absurdities  of  the  American  tyabtm,  as  it 
stands.  The  duties  on  dyestuffa^  ml,  soap,  and  wool, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  derangement  of  trade,  by 
making  the  manufiwturer  an  exporter,  amount  to  a  much 
higher  protection  to  the  fordgner  than  all  the  Uriff  affords 
to  us.    Such  are  the  facta,  and  such  tlie  fruits,  of  the 

*  system'  which  the  American  manufacturer  has  toiled  to 
support. " 

•  Tluu,  sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  who  propose  to  re- 
peal the  tariff  of  1838.  "  are  the  only  true  friends  of  the 
mamifikctorera,"  and  that  they  are  the  worst  enemies  who 
are  driving  to  perpetuate  the  "absurdities  of  the  Ameri- 
caji  system."  Next  we  have  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Niles 
himself,  "  that  the  act  of  1828  was  the  result  of  a  political 
bargain,  and  passed  on  principles  disreputable  to  a  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States"  to  which  the  enlightened 
author  of  the  exposition  very  justly  adds,  "  that  nothing 
cui  be  more  obvious  than  the  folly  of  pretending  to  en- 
courage  manubcturing  industry,  and  at  Ute  same  time  to 
tax  the  raw  materials,  iron,  hemp,  flax,  wool,  lead,  indigo, 
and  other  component  parts  of  manu&ctures,  and  consti- 
tuting the  principal  value  of  them,  from  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred per  cent."    And  here  i  am  willing  to  rent  my  case. 

The  act  of  1828,  Mr.  Niles  affirms,  "  was  the  result  of 
a  political  bargain,  and  passed  on  principles  disreputiU>Ie 
to  a  Coi^reaB  of  the  United  States." 

The  gentleman  compluns  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue, 
and  frAudulent  invoice^  and  smui^ling;  but  it  is  his  sys- 
tem which  has  produced  these  evils.  Smuggling,  from 
the  very  nature  of  tilings,  must  exist,  when  the  duties  ex- 
ceed the  risk  and  expense  of  the  illicit  intercourse.  For 
a  season,  sir,  the  high  moral  sense  of  a  young  and  uncor- 
rupted  people  may  oppose  some  obstacle  to  these  prac- 
tices.  No  Government  on  earth  can  prevent  tbem. 
Napoleon,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  was  unable  to 
maintain  Us  continental  system.  His  prt^ibitions  and 
restrictitHit  were  constuitly  violated  with  impunity.  Yea, 
sir,  he  who  sported  with  kingdoms,  who  constructed 
thrones  on  the  ruins  of  empires,  uid  appointed  the  offi- 
cers of  Jm  household  to  fill  them;  whose  armies  were  liis 
custom-house  officers  who  drew  his  cordons  around  the 
nations  which  he  conquered,  was  utterly  unaJile  to  put 
down  the  great  principles  of  free  trade.  It  hasbeenwell 
■sid,  sir,  "  that  when  all  Europe  was  obedient  to  his  nod, 
(be  smugg'ler  disputed  his  commands,  set  at  nauglit  his 
edicts,  uuigbed  lo  scorn  his  power,  and  overthrew  his 
policy."  How  is  it  with  England,  that  sea-girt  isle,  sur- 
fouoded  with  a  thousand  ships,  and  tliirty  thousand  guar- 
diana  of  her  revenue  ?  Sir,  do  we  not  all  know  that  annig^ 


country  who  live  b^  amugghng,  and  that  there  are  tlur^ 
thousand  others  paid  by  the  Govemment  to  detect  their 
practice,  but  who  are  in  league  with  the  trfTenders;  and 
as  to  the  condition  of  thinjp  in  our  own  country,  the  gentl> 
man  has  told  us  a  tale  this  day,  which,  if  he  be  not  himself 
deceived,  ^ows  what  fearful  prwreas  these  practices  hav« 
already  made.  The  time  was  when  smugglin||f  was  abso- 
lutely unknown  any  where  in  this  count^,  as  it  still  is  in 
the  Southern  States.  It  is  your  protectii^  system  which 
has  introduced  it.  It  is  the  natural  conaequence  of  high 
dutiest  the  evil  was  foretold,  and,  as  we  predicted,  it  has 
come  upoa  us.  The  protecting  ^stem  has  alrttdy,  in 
the  miiuls  of  many,  removed  the  odium  which  Ibnneiiy 
rested  on  this  practice.  It  was  but  the  last  year  that  a 
distinguished  Senator  rose  up  in  his  place  here,  and  held 
this  language:  **Your  tariff  policy  compels  reqiecUble 
men  to  vic&tc  your  law;  you  force  them  to  disregard  its 
injunction^  in  order  to  elude  its  oppresdon.  It  was  lua 
perfect  conviction  tliat  there  was  not  a  virtuous  man 
throughout  the  Union  who  would  now  tlunk  it  erinunal  to 
smuggle  into  the  country  every  article  consumed  in  it— 
and  woy?  Because  yfoa  force  them  to  it  in  self-defence.** 
Sir,  when  these  senuments  shall  become  prevalent,  what 
think  you  wiU  become  of  that  system?  How  long  will  it 
last  after  the  payment  of  duties  shall  come  to  be  connder* 
ed  as  a  badge  of  servitude? 

Mr.  President,  the  propoMtion  of  the  Senator  frran  Ken- 
tucky is,  that  tfie  protecting  qrstem,  as  it  now  stands  upon 
your  statute  book,  shall  remain  untouched;  that  all  iti 
contradictny  provtuona,  its  absurdities,  injustice,  and  ine- 
quality,  shall  be  maintained  inviolate.  Let  us  look,  then, 
at  some  of  the  existing  provirioua  of  this  system.  Some 
of  them,  in  ttie  exposition  to  which  I  have  before  re- 
feiTed,  are  detailed  with  a  clearness  to  which  nothing  can 
be  added  by  me.  Here  arc  tables  of  the  duties  on  wot^ 
lens,  flannels,  baizes,  and  carpeting,  ran^ng  from  (ortj- 
five  to  upwanls  of  two  hunted  per  cent.  I  will  read  a 
few  extracts  in  illustration  of  the  effect  of  these  dutiea. 

[Here  Mr.  H.  read  several  extracts  from  the  work  in 
question,  showing  that  the  duties  on  coarse  woollens,  such 
as  are  used  by  stage  drivers,  watermen,  and  other  labor- 
ers, for  great  coats,  pea  jackets,  8ic.  are  so  exorbitantly 
taxed,  as  to  raise  the  cost  of  the  articles  to  about  "  three 
times  the  price  which  the  English  laborer  baa  to  pay  for 
the  same  kind  of  clothing;"  that  the  Western  fhrmer^  in 
consequence  of  the  high  duty,  is  compelled  to  pay  nnir 
ddlars  a  yard  for  cloth  which  coats  the  Eu^ish  &nner  bat 
one  dollar  seventy-five  cents;  that  fiannels,  so  indispensa- 
ble to  all  the  women  and  children  in  the  country,  are  sub- 
jected to  a  duty  of  from  ninety  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  per 
cent,  whereby  an  article  which  cost  in  England  from  eight 
to  nine  cents,  is  sold  here  for  twenty  cenU;  and  that  which 
cost  in  EngUnd  twentr-nine  centa^  our  manufacturer  am 
obtain  fifty  cents  for;  that  cottons  are  charged  with  a  du^ 
of  from  twenty-five  to  two  hundred  |>er  cent,  whereby 
the  cc»t  to  the  American  consumer  is,  in  mimy  inrtances, 
increased  onc-halft  and  that  the  duty  upon  iron  is  from  a 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  per  cent 
On  this  point,  lir.  H.  read  fi-om  the  report  on  the  black- 
smiths' petition,  made  to  the  Senate  during  their  laat  ses- 
sion, and  quoted  the  testimony  of  John  Sartdiet,  a  witneH 
examined  on  oath  before  the  committee,  from  which  it 
appeared  "that,  under  the  edstii^  rate  of  duties,  a  ton 
of  hammers  and  sledges  can  be  imported,  for  the  use  <^ 
the  American  manunctorer  of  those  very  article^  at  a 
less  coat  than  the  bar  iron  from  which  they  are  roadet 
Uiat  wheel  tire  has  actually  been  imported,  in  a  finished 
state,  for  about  for^-seven  doUars  a  ton,  while  bar  iron, 
suitable  fur  the  purpose,  is  selUng  for  about  wnety  doUarft 
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the  ton%  that  tea-tnys  can  be  imported  for  half  the  price 
of  the  raw  material  out  of  which  they  are  manufactured; 
knitting  needles  for  a  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  a 
ton  less  than  the  raw  materials  out  of  which  they  are  made ; 
that  a  ton  of  chain  cables  can  now  be  imported  into  this 
coontry  at  a  less  cost  than  the  rods  out  of  which  they  are 
made;  and  that  the  necessary  consequence  has  been,  that 
a  mtmber  of  workers  in  iron,  and  of  mechanics,  estimated 
at  one  hundred  thousand,  had  their  profita  bo  diminished, 
that  Mr.  ^rchet  had  declared  that  be  hadnerer  seen  any 
blacksmiths  so  poor,  or  carrying*  on  a  less  prosperous 
bunncsi,  titan  tnose  of  the  United  States,  owing,  as  he 
bclicTed,  to  the  tug^  duties  they  are  compeUed  to  pay  on 
the  raw  inm."] 

Look,  eoolinued  Mr.  H..  tiirou^  yonr  whole  protect- 
ing system ;  your  duties  every  vdiere  are  so  arran jfed  as  to 
ftn  most  heavily  upon  the  poor.  The  poor  man  is  taxed 
five  dcdlars  upon  a  coat  which  cost  him  ten,  and  a  rich 
man  ten  upon  one  which  cost  him  forty — a  tax  of  eight 
dollars  upon  cowse  cottons  for  his  wife  and  children, 
which  cost  no  more  than  eightt  and  tlie  rich  man  but  ei^t 
dollar*  for  what  costs  turn  upwards  of  thirty.  Can  any 
diinir  be  eoncdved  more  monstrous  than  the  s>-Btem  of 
ndmnnrasb  to  impose  a  duty  of  twenty-fire  per  centum  ad 
valorem  on  cotton  goods,  but  provide  that,  if  they  should 
cost  less  than  thirty^ve  cents  per  square  yal'd,  they  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  thirty-five  cents,  and 
pay  duty' accordingly — to  provide  that  a  duty  of  forty-five 

En  centum  ad  valorem  sliall  be  imposed  upon  woollens, 
ut  provide  that  goods  which  cost  more  than  one  dollar, 
shall  De  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  two  dollars  and  a 
half  This  is  Hke  imponng  an  income  tax  of  fif^y  per 
cent.,  and  then  providing  that  every  man's  income  shall 
be  deemed  fend  taken  to  be  three  thousand  dollars;  or  a 
tax  of  fifty  cents  per  gallon  upon  stills,  and  providing  that 
every  still  shall  be  considered  as  containing  fifVy  gallons. 
Now,  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  say  that  such  a  system 
as  this,  with  all  its  imperfections  on  its  head,  is  to  be  held 
at  iRcred  as  the  lawi  of  the  Hedes  and  Persuns?  I  trust 
not. 

Let  not  gentlemen  so  far  deceive  themselves  as  to  sup- 
pose that  the  opposition  of  the  South  to  the  protecting 
^rgtem  is  not  based  on  high  and  lofty  principles.  It  has 
nothing  to  do  with  party  politics,  or  the  mere  elevation  of 
men.  It  rises  fur  above  all  such  considerations.  Nor  is 
it  infiucnccd  chiefly  by  calculations  of  interest,  but  is 
founded  in  much  nobler  impulses.  Hie  instinct  of  self- 
interest  mt^t  have  taught  us  an  easier  way  of  relieving 
ourselves  from  this  oppression.  It  wanted  but  the  will, 
to  have  supplied  ourselves  witli  every  article  embraced 
in  the  protective  system,  free  of  duty,  without  any  other 
participation  on  our  part  tlian  a  simple  consent  to  receive 
them.  But,  sir,  we  have  scorned,  in  a  contest  for  our 
rights^  to  resort  to  an^  but  open  and  fair  means  to  muntain 
tiiem.  The  spirit  with  which  we  have  entered  into  this 
business,  it  akin  to  that  wluch  was  kindled  in  the  bosom 
of  our  fathers  when  they  were  msde  tlie  victitnt  of  op- 
pression; and  if  it  hu  notdisplayed  itself  in  the  same  way, 
rt  is  because  we  have  ever  cherished  the  strongest  feelings 
of  confraternKy  towards  our  brethren,  and  the  warmest 
and  most  devoted  attachment  to  the  Union.  If  we  have 
been,  in  any  degree,  divided  among  ourselves  in  this  mat- 
ter, die  aoorce  of  that  division,  let  gentlemen  be  assured, 
has  not  arisen  so  puch  from  any  dtterence  oif  opinion  as 
to  the  true  character  of  the  oppresnon,  as  from  die  Cer- 
ent degrees  of  hope  of  redress.  All  parties  have  for  years 
past  been  looking  forward  to  this  crisis  for  the  fulfilment 
of  their  hopes,  or  the  confirmation  of  their  fears.  And 
God  grant  that  the  result  may  be  auspicious. 

Sir,  I  call  upon  gentlemen  on  all  udes  of  the  House  to 
meet  us  in  the  true  spirit  of  conciliation  and  concession. 
Bemove.  I  earnestly  beseech  you,  from  among  us,  this 
nevcr-fiuling  source  of  contention.   Dry  up  at  its  source 


this  fountain  of  the  waters  of  bitterness.  Restore  that 
harmony  which  has  been  disturbed — that  mutual  affection 
and  coi^dence  which  has  been  impaired.  And  it  is  in 
your  power  to  do  it  this  day;  but  there  is  but  one  means 
under  heaven  by  which  it  can— by  doing  equal  justice 
to  all.  And  be  assured  that  he  to  whom  the  coairtiy 
shall  be  indebted  for  this  blessing,  will  be  considered  as 
the  second  founder  of  the  republic.  He  will  be  regarded, 
in  ail  aftertimes,  as  the  ministering  angel  visitifig  the 
troubled  waters  of  our  political  disaensaons,  and  restoring 
to  the  element  its  healing  virtues. 

I  will  conclude  by  invoking  the  authority  of  one  whose 
name  is  deservedly  dear  to  uie  American  peoplei  whose 
life  was  the  practice  of  nrtuet  from  whose  lips  there  con- 
stantly flowed  the  lessons  of  piditieal  wisdom,  and  whose 
example  will  be  to  the  remotest  generations  a  fight  to  our 
feet,  and  a  lamp  to  our  path.  The  restorer  of  that  Bherty 
which  Washington  achieved;  the  man  **  who  saved  the  con- 
stitution even  at  its  last  gasp" — 1  mean  Thomas  Jefferson. 

In  Mr.  Jefferson's  inaugural  address^  be  bean  the  fol- 
loiring  strong  testimony  m  of  the  true  American 
system: 

"  Entertaining  a  true  sense  of  our  equal  rights  to  the 
use  of  our  ewn^^culties,  to  the  acouisitions  of  our  own 
industry,  *  '  enlightenea  by  a  benign  religion 
*  *  with  all  these  blesrings,  what  more  b  necessary  to 
make  us  a  happy  and  a  prosperous  people  ^ 

*'  Still  one  thing  more,  fellow-citizens — a  wise  and  fru- 
gal Government,  which,  restraining  men  from  injuring- 
one  another,  riiall  leave  them  otherwise  free  to  regulate 
th«r  own  pursuits  of  industry  and  improvement.'  and 
shall  not  take  from  the  mouth  of  labor  the  bread  it  has 
earned.  Tlut  is  the  sum  cS  good  government;  and  this 
is  necessary  to  close  the  circle  of  our  felicities." 

That  God  may  inspire  us,  gentlemen,  and  all  who  are 
entrusted  witii  the  administration  of  our  public  affairs, 
with  such  dispositions,  is  my  constant  prater  to  Him  who 
holds  in  his  iiands  the  destinies  of  nations. 

Mr.  DICKRRSON  next  rose,  and  said  that  the  exten- 
sive range  of  fiicts  and  arguments  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  the  great  ability  with  which  he 
had  presented  tiiem,  induced  htm  to  ask  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  discussion  till  sufficient  time  wan  afforded  for 
meeting  those  facts  and  arguments.  In  addition  to  this, 
he  required  delay  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  Senate  to 
avail  itself  of  the  riews  of  tiie  intelligent  convention  lately 
assembled  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  The  movi.-- 
ments  in' relation  to  the  tariff  in  the  Southern  States  bad 
resulted  in  the  Philadelphia  convention,  wliile  the  popular 
feelings  in  the  North  and  West  had  given  rise  to  the  New 
York  convention.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
been  able,  in  his  remarks,  to  avail  himself  of  the  report 
of  the  Philadelphia  convention;  and  in  a  few  days,  he  un- 
derstoo<l  that  Senator  to  any,  the  report  would  be  distri- 
buted among  the  members  of  the  Senate.  He  had  not 
seen  that  report,  and  be  wished,  before  the  discusnon 
went  any  further,  to  look  at  it.-  He  waa  also  annous  to 
see  the  report  of  the  New  York  conventlop,  wUch,  he  was 
informed,  would  be  here  in  the  course  of  tiiis  week.  The 
views  of  the  gentlemen  assembled  at  these  convention^ 
representing,  as  they  did,  a  large  portion  of  our  most  ac- 
tive and  intelligent  population  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, were  entitled  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  be  postponed  to  Monday  next,  and  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  HAYNE  took  occasion,  he  said,  to  remark  that,  in 
the  hurry  of  argument,  he  bad  omitted  one  topic  of  great 
importance — the  constitutional  question.  He  ^ouM  not 
now  enter  into  it,  but  would  state  that  it  had  been  his  pur- 
pose to  show  that  the  South  had  uniformly  considered 
duties  for  protection  as  unconstitutional;  that  he  himself 
had  urafbrmly  sustained  that  doctrine{  that  Congrest  bad 
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no  moK  power  to  protect  induitry  by  taxation,  than  tlie^ 
bad  to  ibcdish  the  trial  by  jury,  or  to  establish  an  inquiai* 
tMMi{  and  the  system  was  at  war  with  the  whole  plan  of 
our  Government.  He  also  hud  intended  to  remark  that 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  erroneously  understood 
the  ofMiuon  of  tlie  Free  Tndc  Convention  to  be,  that  the 
duties  on  imported  articles  should  be  arranged  with  aview 
to  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures.  They  had 
only  expressed  the  opinkm  that  the  protection  incident- 
ally afforded  to  miuiu&ctiirea  by  a  tariff  artsngcd  for 
revenue,  was  not  anconstitutional. 

Mr.  CLAT  doubted,  he  said,  whether  so  distant  a  day 
as  Monday  was  required  for  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  now  evident  that  the  discussion  would  cover 
the  entire  6eld  of  argumentt  and,  though  not  all  the  in- 
formation would  be  before  us,  a  part  of  it  would  be, 
before  Monday  next,  and  the  discusHon  might  proceed. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  stud,  those  who  ptepared  the  state- 
ments of  the  convention,  took  great  intereit  in  their  pro* 
mulgstton.  They  wished  to  aee  them  placed  before 
Congress,  and  they  could  notj  he  thought,  be  expected 
before  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CLAY  certainly  would  not  oppose  tlie  wishes  of 
tlie  gentleman;  but  he  expected  that,  when  the  subject 
was  taken  up  agwn,  we  should  go  through  it,  without 
further  postponement  or  delay. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  there  was  no  disposition  to  hinder 
gentlemen  from  fully  deliberating  on  the  subject;  but  he 
would  suggest  whether  any  ^odresult  would  follow  from 
a  continuance  of  the  discussion.  By  discusnng  these  in- 
cidental questions,  c»n  we  settle  any  principle  in  refer- 
ence to  the  tariff'  The  proper  course,  he  thought,  was 
to  send  both  propontions  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  to  discuss  the  questions  involved  in  them,  after  the 
comouttee  has  reported,  or  to  wait  for  the  bill  from  the 
other  House.   It  was  proper,  he  thought,  to  subnut  both 

EropositMHw  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  we  cannot 
ere  decide  upon  either  of  them.  There  was  another 
consderation;  discuss  the  question  as  much  as  you  please 
here  on  these  resolutions,  still  the  details  are  ultimately  to 
be  utanged;  and,  when  they  are  considered,  the  same 
subjects  must  again  be  discu&ed,  and  the  same  arguments 
be  ^ain  repeated.  The  feelings,  too,  of  gentlemen 
would  became  more  irritated  and  aggravated  by  this 
coune.  He  moved,  therefore,  that,  without  further  dis- 
cuMon,  the  two  propontions  be  wbmitted  to  tiie  Com 
mitteeon  Finance. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  sud  that  the  question  of  post 
ponement  had  precedence  of  the  latter  motion. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  it  occurred  to  him,  that,  after  all  the 
dtfcussion,  there  would  be  much  difficult  in  settling  the 
detaih.  Whether  one  propo^on  or  the  other  be  adopt- 
ed, not  an  inch  of  ground  would  be  yielded—and  the 
whole  battle  must  be  fought  over  i^n,  when  we  come 
to  detsiUa.  Is  it  posuble  that,  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question,  you  can  settle  the  details  belonging  to  it  ^  If 
ever  there  was  a  question,  and  a  period  operating  upon  a 
question,  which  required  deliberation,  it  was  this  question 
and  th«  period.  We  had  seen  bow  much  both  parties  to 
the  question  were  interested)  we  had  seen  the  lystem  of 
protection  sustained  by  one,  and  by  another  repudiated  i' 
aJl  tftat  aUGty,  research,  and  experience  could  elicit,  in 
reference  to  either  side  of  the  question,  had  already  beeA 
laid  before  the  Senate.  Shall  we  continue  to  bandy  vrords; 
to  act  the  part  of  mere  gladiators?  He  sincerely  hoped 
the  discusM>n  would  now  be  discontinued.  If  any  thing 
was  to  be  done  in  this  business,  it  must  be  done  without 
this  discussion.  The  propontions  should  go  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Finance,  and  he  was  certain  that  any  reference 
to  them  would  command  their  spedal  attention.  In  the 
expectation,  but  not  so  maeb  in  the  expectation  a>  in  the 
hope  that  this  momentous  question  mi^ht  be  settled  at  this 
■esrion,  be  iluMild  vote  agninat  the  motion  tfr  poitpone. 


Mr.  DICKERSON  sdd  it  appeared  to  Urn  that  the 

Senate  murt  decide  which  of  the  propo«tions  before  them 
should  go  to  the  jCommittee  on  Finance.  It  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  to  bring  on  a  discussion.  It  was  ex- 
pected every  where  in  the  Union.  This  is  the  occasion, 
now  that  the  public  debt  is  near  extinction,  which  is  taken 
for  altering  the  system  of  protection.  We  did  not  now 
deliberate  Upon  and  discuss  details,  but  svitems.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  gone  into  me  whole  siib- 
ect,  and  is  he  not  to  be  answered^  As  the  discnssion  had 
>egun,  he  thought  it  proper  that  the  general  principles  of 
the  tariff  should  be  discussed  nowt  that  they  should  be 
considered  in  reference  to  thdr  constitutionality,  and  to 
their  bearings  on  foreign  Powers,  and  the  interests  and 
policy  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union.  When  tlie 
details  come  up,  we  can  discuss  them.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  discussion  would  go  on,  and  thst  opportu- 
ni^  would,  by  tiie  delay  he  pnmosed,  be  afforded  for 
collecting  facts  to  meet  those  wueh  had  tbia  day  been 
advanced. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  understand,  he  said,  the  mover 
of  the  original  resolution  as  expressing  a  wish  to  discuss 
the  question  on  that  resolution.  He  did  not  think  it  im- 
portant, on  that  resolution,  to  discuss  the  questions  con- 
nected with  the  protective  policy.  He  thought  differently. 
His  object  was  to  explnn  lus  own  opinions  on  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  country,  and  to  tnrow  out  some  plans 
for  a  conciliation  of  the  conflicting  interests  and  views  of 
the  different  sections  of  the  country.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  thinks  we  shall  not  discuss  any 
principles  in  settling  these  detwis.  His  opinion  was  con- 
trary to  past  experience,  and  would  be  so  to  future  expe- 
riencr*  We,  said  Mr.  F.,  will  fight  from  post  to  post, 
and  die  in  the  last  ditch.  He  had  come  here  with  &e 
hope  which,  as  yet,  had  undergone  no  abatement,  that 
this  question  would  be  settled  at  this  session,  on  princi- 
ples satisfactory  to  all  parts  of  the  Union.  To  do  this, 
we  must  exercise  all  that  justice  and  moderation  which 
ought  to  characterize  the  American  Senate.  With  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  he  would  say,  diat  he  would 
go  as  far  as  a  reasonable  man  can  go,  in  accommodating 
this  dispute. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  that,  in  reference  to  the  rescdution 
which  had  produced  tiiis  difcuadon,  he  did  state,  and  still 
thought,  that  it  was  unnecessary,  in  its  consideration,  to  go 
into  tlie  general  policy  of  the  protective  ^stem.  But 
he  added  that  he  did  not  prescribe  any  rule  for  the  course 
of  others,  who  might  think  that  the  policy  of  the  protec- 
tive system  was  involved  in  the  resolution-  The  6rst  gen- 
tleman who  followed  him,  went  into  the  discusaon  of  that 
policy  in  the  fijllest  manner-  That  argument  ttiust  go  un- 
answered, with  the  tadt  assent  of  the  Senate  to  the 
propriety  of  considering  thcreduction  of  the  tariff,  in 
reference  to  the  revenue  slone--«nd  still  we  were  told  by 
the  opponents  of  protection,  that  they  will  die  in  the  last 
ditch,  yielding  no  one  point  in  dispute.  He  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  throwing  out  menacea;  but  he  would  tell  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  Uiat,  with  whatever  vigor  the 
onset  rfiould  be  madeagwnst  the  system,  wirti  equal  vigor 
would  the  system  be  sustained.  But  it  is  said  you  will 
repeat  tfie  same  argfuments  in  arran^ng  the  details  which 
ymi  now  use  in  discussing  the  principles.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve this  would  be  the  case.  He,  for  one,  should  not 
repeat  arguments  which  he  now  used.  He  knew  not  what 
the  Committee  on  Knance  might  be  engaged  in;  but  it 
bad  been  stated  by  one  of  its  members  that  they  had 
taken  up  the  whole  subject  of  the  tariff,  whidi  they  pro- 
posed to  arrange.  They  would,  he  hoped,  peraevere. 
But  they  did  not,  he  thought,  act  under  the  authority  of 
tile  Senate,  in  taking  into  their  hands  subjects  which  had 
been  committed  to  me  Committee  on  Manu&ctures.  He 
hoped  that  the  course  proposed  for  the  resolution  would 
not  be  adopted.   Hie  friends  of  the  protective  system  in 
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this,  as  well  as  in  the  other  House  were  placed  in  x  con- 
dition  of  peculiar  (.'mbKrrassmcnt.  It  was  impracticable 
for  them  to  bring  the  subject  up  for  discussion  and  deci- 
sion, without  the  co-operation  of  the  Committee. on  Fi- 
nance: for  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  would  view 
the  subject  in  reference  only  to  its  bearing  on  manufac- 
tures, not  upon  revenue.  He  had  urged  a  ipeedy  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate,  and  it  had 
been  promised  from  time  to  time,  but  had  not  yet  been 
submitted.  •  It  was  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  opponents 
of  protection,  to  delay  any  deciaon  of  the  question,  Ln^ 
order  that  the  revenue  might  accumulate,  till  its  amount 
became  embarraasiiig.  He  urged,  therefore,  upon  tlie 
Senate  the  propriety  of  expressing  its  opinion,  at  once, 
w^iich  of  the  two  resolutions  should  go  to  tlie  committee, 
as  the  bans  of  their  bill.  We  were,  indeed,  placed  in  a 
singular  Mtuation,  if,  after  the  full  and  able  argiunent  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  the  subject  should  be 
suffered  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  the 
questions  which  involved  millions  of  property,  and  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  country,  be  thereby  submitted  to 
that  comnuttee,  to  be  considered  by  them  merely  as  a 
matter  of  revenue.  This  course,  he  hoped,  would  not 
be  adopted,  and  the  subject  would,  he  trusted,  be  post- 
pmed  to  a  proper  day. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  it  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  to 
prevent  a  reply  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  if 
any  Senator  wished  to  reply.  He  proposed  only  a  post- 
ponement of  the  discussion;  and  it  was  of  little  conse- 
quence whether  it  was  postponed  to  next  Monday,  or  a 
much  longer  period,  as  he  proposed.  I'he  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  seemed  to  think  that  an  assault  was  to  be 
made  upon  -  his  ftvorite  system,  and  he  has  assumed  the 
amiable  character  of  a  defender.  But,  in  fact,  he  is  him- 
lelf  the  assailant;  and  we  know  from  experience  that  he 
will  not  relax  or  desist  as  long  as  he  nas  any  hope  of 
success. 

Mr.  WILKINS  should  vote,  he  said,  for  tlie  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  He  did  not  throw  any 
indication  of  bis  intention  to  enter  into  the  discussion, 
thcnq^  it  liad  become  lus  duty  and  his  wish  to  engage  in 
it,  in  consideration  of  the  deep  interest  which  his  State 
had  in  its  subject.  He  wished  tlie  conuderation  of  the 
resolution  to  be  postponed,  in  the  hope  that  &ome  course 
might  be  stricken  out,  in  accordance  with  the  generous 
offers  of  the  senators  from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina, 
by  which  this  question  can  be  harmoniously  settled  and 
con^onused.  If  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and 
bis  friends,  had  rested  their  opposition  to  the  system  on 
constitutional  ground,  there  would  be  no  hope  of  com- 
promise] but,  in  all  questions  oT  expediency,  there  is 
room  for  mutual  concession  «nd  compromise.  Some  pro- 
poution  would,  he  hoped,  be  made  by  Monday  next, 
which  might  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  compromise. 

Mr.  SMITH  thought  nothing  would  be  gained  by  the 
postponement.  He  hoped 'no  later  day  than  Thursday 
would  be  fixed  upon. 

Mr.  WILKINS  again  urged  the  propriety  of  postpon- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  sul^ect,  with  i  view  to  see 
what  conciliation  of  conflicting  interests  and  opiniotu  in 
regard  to  it  could  be  effected.  He  would  say,  however, 
that,  in  proposing  a  compromise,  lie  had  no  idea  of  aban- 
doning the  principle  of  protection.  If  desolation  had 
followed  the  system  in  South  Carolina,  as  tlic  gentleman 
had  stated,  he  was  certain  desolation  in  hu  Sutc  would 
mark  its  abolition.  But  he  still  hoped  that  the  principle 
might  be  so  modified  as  to  meet  the  views  all  sections 
UM  interests;  and,  in  this  hope,  he  asked  for  the  question 
on  the  motion  to  postpone. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  further  connderation  of  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment tiU  Monday  next,  it  was  decided  in  the  afRrioativc. 

Hie  Senate  then  luljoumed. 


TCISIU.T,  Javdabt  17. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  die  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint,  exhibiting  the  operations  of  that  insti- 
tution for  the  year  1831. 

(The  report  states  that  the  coinage  ef  the  past  year 
amounts  to  $3,923,473  60;  comprising  $714,270  in  gold 
coins,  $3,175,600  in  silver  coins,  and  $33,603  60  in  cop- 
per—consisting, alt(^«ther,  of  11,792,284  pieces,  viz. 
Half  eagles,  140,594]  quarter  cngles,  4,520;  halfdolhtrs, 
5,873,660i  quarter  dol!arfl,398,000i  dimes,  771,350;  half 
dimes,  1,242,700;  cents,  3,359,260;  and  half  cents,  3,300. 
Twenty-six  thousand  dollars  worth  of  the  gold  coined  was 
received  from  Virginia;  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 
thousand  dollars  from  North  Carolina;  and  from  Georgia, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand  dollars  worth.  Ala- 
bama and  Tennessee  also  furnished  gold  bullion  to  the 
amount  of  about  one  thousand  dollars  each,  "indicating 
(as  the  report  remarks)  the  progressive  development  m 
the  gold  region."  The  cranage  of  copper  yielded  a  pro- 
fit of  about  ten  thousand  dollars  the  last  year;  ana,  in 
consequence,  reduced  the  expense  of  the  mint  establish- 
ment for  that  time  to  twenty -eight  thousand  dollars,] 

After  Tcceiviiig  petitions,  and  disposing  of  sundry  pri- 
Tate  bills,  the  Senate  spent  two  hours  in  me condderation 
of  executive  business;  and  then 

Adjourned. 

Wxdxcsdat,  Jaauiir  18. 
NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

The  following  resohitions,  aubnutted  yesterdiy  by  Mr. 
Sfkaouk,  were  taken  up  for  consideration,  vix. 

Betohed,  That  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  selection  of  an  arbiter, 
under  the  convention  of  29tii  September,  1827;  and,  also, 
the  correspondence  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  and  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  relative  to  the 
acceptance,  by  the  latter,  of  the  office  of  artiiter,  under 
said  convention.  * 

Beaolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  arrangement 
which,  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  Maine,  under  date  of  the  21st  of  October,  1S3I, 
is  said  to  have  been  made  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  "for  preserving  the  state  of  things  as  it 
then  existed  on  both  stdei^  until  a  final  ^pontion  could 
be  nude  of  tlie  question**  rcqxcting  our  Northeastern 
boundary,  and  all  the  correspondence  in  rektion  thereto; 
and  to  inform  the  Senate  when,  and  in  what  manner,  said 
"arrangement  between  the  two  nation^*  was  made,  and 
when,  and  in  what  manner,  it  was  communicated  to  the 
Governor  of  Maine,  as  mentioned  in  Uic  said  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  GHUNDY  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from  M^nr, 
whether  such  a  call  as  that  embraced  in  the  resolution, 
would  be  proper,  while  the  Senate,  in  a  capaci^  differ- 
ent  from  its  le^slative,  was  acting  on  the  same  subject 
Would  not  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  have  the  effect 
of  exponng  to  view  matters  which  it  would  be  injurious 
to  the  country  to  make  public  in  their  present  state?  Mr. 
G.  thought  it  would  be  better  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SPBAGUB  sud  tiiat  he  had  offei-cd  the  resdution 
now  under  consideratioi^  in  open  Senate,  because  the 
information  requested  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  a  character 
that  might,  witlioiit  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  country, 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  and  the  people.  He  was  not 
in  favor  of  tiie  custom  of  keeping  the  acts  of  Government 
secret,  when  there  waa  no  ■ufficient  reason  for  dwng  so. 
Tlie  rciolution  simply  requested  the  Pre»dent  of  the 
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United  Stales  to  fumiih  the  Senate  vith  the  correipond- 
ence  between  the  ExeciitiTe  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  on  a  public  question.  Now,  what  reason 
can  be  given  for  keeping-  this  correspondence  locked  up 
in  the  archires  of  the  Executive,  wlule  all  the  other  fkcU 
relative  to  the  treaty,  together  with  the  decision  of  the 
King  of  the  NetherlajKls,  have  long  unce  been  laid  before 
the  oatioa?  The  protest  of  our  nunister  at  the  Hague, 
and  of  the  Government  of  Ibine,  agunat  Uiat  deOMon, 
and  the  accordance  of  the  Governs  of  Haasachosetts 
with  that  protest,  were  also  publicly  known.  He  could, 
therefore,  see  no  reason  why  the  whole  subject  should 
not  be  brought  to  light,  nor  any  impropriety^  in  request- 
ing the  information  required.  If  the  President  should 
think  that  there  was  any  part  of  the  corremondence  that 
it  w»s  improper  should  meet  the  eye  of  Uic  public,  he 
nught  semi  it  in  a  confidential  manner. 

He  should  object  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  have  the  resolution  hud  on  the  table, 
because,  however  th^  mUfbt  differ  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  communication  mould  be  made,  he  conceived 
that  it  was  hi^ly  important  to  obtain  it,  which  would  be 
prevented  by  such  a  course.  If  the  gentleman  objected 
to  the  form  of  ihe  resolution,  he  was  not  opposed  to  hav- 
ing it  so  modified  as  to  be  a^eeable  to  the  wishes  of  all, 
but  he  wished  some  other  dispontion  to  be  made  than  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  which  wouU  be  in  effect  giving  it  up 
altogether. 

Mr.  EWING  hoped  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  would 
withdraw  liis  motion.  He  [Mr.  £.]  had,  on  examining 
into  the  subject  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  question, 
met  with  many  serious  difficulties,  arising  from  the  want 
of  sufficient  information,  for  which  he  would  have  found 
it  necessary  himself  to  apply,  had  he  not  been  anticipated 
by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine- 

Mr.  CLAT.was  inclined  to  think,  from  the  general  re- 
collection he  posseased,  not  only  of  that  portion  of  the 
subject  eodiraced  in  the  first  resolution,  relating  to  a  se- 
lection of  an  arbiter  under  the  convention,  but  of  that 
portion  of  it  contuned  in  the  second  resolution,  relating 
to  the  arrangement  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Scci-e- 
tary  of  State  for  preserving  a  ttatua  quo  until  a  final  set- 
tlement, that  no  part  of  them  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
render  their  publication  injurious  to  the  country.  If, 
however,  there  were  ftny  doubts  whether  the  Prerident  or 
Secretary  of  State  would  connder  a  publication  at  this 
time  inexpedient,  as  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tenoessce,  he  would  advise  a  postponement  for  a  few 
days,  until  a  conference  could  be  had  with  them. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  had  no  sort  of  objection  to  any 
course  that  might  be  most  agreeable  to  those  interested  in 
the  resolution,  for  it  was  not  a  matter  of  any  particular 
interest*  either  to  himself  or  to  those  he  represented;  his 
only  fear  had  been,  that  In'  calling  fer  information  under  the 
circumstances  he  had  before  adverted  to,  something  mig^t 
be  done  that  would  become  the  subject  of  after  regret. 
As  the  mover  thought  no  difficidties  could  arise  from  the 
publicity  of  the  affair,  he  would  not  oppose  the  resolution, 
but  he  still  thought  the  moat  advisable  course  would  be 
Jbr  the  Senate  to  obtain  the  denred  information  in  execu- 
tive session,  and  then  lay  it  befcve  the  pi^lic,  if  no  objec- 
tions were  found  to  so  doing. 

Mr.  CLAY  suggested  to  the  Senator  fVom  Vbine  to 
modify  the  resolution,  in  accordance  with  tlie  views  of 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  so  as  to  request  the  Presi- 
dent at  his  option,  to  send  the  information  either  to  the 
open  or  secret  seauon  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  SFSAGUE  then  amended  both  resolutions  in  con- 
fiumity  witli  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Olat,  and  they  were 
adopted. 

COLONEL  JOHN  LAUHENS. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  conwderation  of  tlie 


bill  for  the  relief  of  die  personal  representatives  of  Colo- 
nel John  Laurens*  deceased. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  that  the  bUl  had  frequenUy  been 
before  Congress,  and  Afferent  committees  lud  reported 
unfavorably  on  the  claim.  He  thought  the  bill  ought  not 
to  pass. 

Mr.  KANE  explained  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
the  committee  to  report  favorably  in  the  present  instance, 
and  spoke  at  lengtli  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  this  bill  was  an  old  friend 
or  rather  an  old  acquuntance  of  that  body,  and  inqtured 
whether  any  new  mets  fiivorable  to  the  claim  had  been 
adduced.    He  was  not  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  HOBBINS  rose,  and  said,  John  lAurens,  whose  cluld 
and  grandchild  are  before  us  with  this  claim,  was  one  of 
those  revolutionary  patriots  who  devoted  all  his  faculties 
and  all  his  means  to  the  cause  of  hb  country  in  that  arduous 
conflict,  and  who,  to  crown  his  merits,  made  a  sacrifice 
of  his  life  to  that  cause.  Liberty  has  her  martyra,  as  well 
as  religion;  and  he  was  one  of  them-  This  claim  by  his 
family  is  for  expenses  disbursed  by  him  while  on  a  special 
foreign  mission — a  mission  which  he  performed  with  ex- 
traordinary despatch,  and  with  entire  success.  At  a  pe- 
riod of  great  (Vifiiculty  and  distress,  the  then  Congress 
took  him  from  the  army,  and  sent  him  to  France  to  solicit 
the  means  of  relief;  he  prevailed,  and  obtained  them. 
From  the  time  he  left  the  army  to  go  on  this  misrion,  to 
the  time  he  resumed  Us  command  in  the  army,'  after  hav- 
ing succetsfully  performed  his  ouanon,  vas  leas  than  nine 
months. 

The  reimbursement  of  these  expenses  is  clumed  on  the 
ground  of  such  then  being  the  settled  usage  of  the  Go- 
vernmenL  That  usage  was  to  allow  and  pay  our  foreign 
ministers  a  sum  certitin  as  a  salary;  and,  beudes,  to 
allow  and  pay  their  expenses.  The  records  of  all  our 
foreign  missions  at  that  time  will  show  this  to  have  been 
the  settled  usage.  It  was  done  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Frank' 
Un,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Jay,  the  case  of  the  elder  Adams, 
and  so  of  every  other  foreign  minister,  down  to  tlie  time 
when  an  outfit  was  aIlo-4-ed  in  lieu  of  the  allowance  of 
expenses.  This  is  the  solitary  instance  in  whkh  it  has 
not  been  done;  and  how  it  has  happened  in  this  instance, 
I  will  directly  endeavor  to  exphtin.  But,  indenendently 
of  tliis,  I  can»(lcr  this  reimbursement  to  have  been  gua- 
rantied by  an  express  resolution  of  Congress  taken  in  this 
very  case.    The  resolution  is  in  these  words: 

"  Resolved,  That  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Laurens,  as  special  minister  to  the 
court  of  Versailles,  lie  be  allowed  the  same  pay  that  was 
given  at  that  periotl  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  foreign  courts,  from  his  appointment  to 
that  embassy  until  his  return." 

Now,  said  Mr.  R.,  whit  was  that  pay  ?  It  was,  as  I  have 
before  stated,  a  sum  certun  as  a  salary,  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  the  amount  of  his  expenses.  It  may  seem  strange 
that,  in  stating  the  account  in  this  case,  the  treasury  should 
have  omitted,  as  it  did,  to  credit  these  expenses;  a  credit 
so  manifestly  required  both  by  settled  usage  and  express 
authority.  A  review  of  Uic  circumstances  will  account 
for  this  omission.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  Colonel  Lau- 
rens hiihself  never  called  for  pay,  either  as  a  sddier  or 
as  a  minister.  He  had  some  resources  of  liis  own;  he  bad 
larger  in  the  liberality  of  hia  opulent  father;  on  tliese  he 
drew.  Such  was  the  cast  of  his  mind,  that  pecunbry 
matters  were  beneatli  hia  thoughts — he  thought  only,  as 
lie  lived  only,  for  his  country  and  for  glory.  On  hia  return 
from  France,  liis  only  petition  to  Congress  was,  to  be 
permitted  to  return  to  his  command  in  the  army.  He  did 
return;  and  soon  after,  in  the  affair  at  Yorktown,  acted 
the  distinguislied  part  which  lii&tory  Jiss  noticed.  He 
thciice  repaii-cd  to  the  standard  of  Genend  Greene,  and 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  Southern  war.  yhtn  the 
gaiiutry  of  hia  spirit  hid  his  body  in  the  dust— there 
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tennlnftted  the  short  but  brilliaiit  career  of  the  heroic 
Laureni.  At  this  time,  his  onty  child  wu  an  infant,  in  a 
fbreim  land,  and  doubly  an  orphwi,  the  mother  having 
previously  deceased.  His  &ther,  the  venerable  H«nry 
Laurens,  was  a  pnsoner  in  the  Tower  of  London.  Then 
there  was  no  one  to  exhibit  and  solicit  the  claim  of  the 
unfortunate  orphan.  On  the  return  of  the  &ther,  after 
his  captivity,  and  after  perfomunp  hia  illustrious  share  in 
the  jfreat  peace-mission  to  France,  among  bis  son's  papers 
he  round  not  a  scrap  of  any  account  either  s^nst  or  with 
die  Government  He  knew  not  how  his  affairs  stood  with 
the  Government,  whether  as  final  debtor  or  creditor!  he 
only  knew  that  he  had  made  him  large  advances.  In  this 
situation,  he  preferred  a  memorial  to  Con^ss  upon  the 
subject — not  making  any  claim,  but  referring  the  case  to 
that  body,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  their  own  senfe 
<^  justice.  The  memorial  was  committedt  the  committee 
reported;  and  the  resolution  which  I  have  before  recited, 
was  adopted  upon  the  report.  The  resolution,  we  have 
seen,  established  the  principle  by  which  the  settlement  of 
the  case  was  to  be  made,  and  whicli  pnnciple  embracec) 
this  claim.  This  was  in  1784.  The  Government  not 
being  in  funds,  nothing  more  was  done  in  the  case  till 
1790,  when  the  new  Government  began  the  work  of 
liquidating  and  prori^ng  for  the  claims  of  the  public 
ei«ditors.  Then  the  statement  of  the  account  in  this  case 
was  made.  The  expenses  of  this  mission  were  not  credited, 
because  no  account  of  them,  owing  to  the  circumstances 
which  1  have  detsotcd,  had  been  furnished  to  the  (govern- 
ment. The  statement  was  made  upon  the  evidence  as  it 
existed  in  the  Treasury  Department;  it  did  not  embrace  a 
credit  for  these  expenses,  because  as  to  them  the  treasury 
had  no  evidence.  It  is  apparent  that  Henry  Laurens,  the 
father,  was  uoderthe  mistake  that  the  expenseacould  not 
be  claimed,  because  among  his  son's  papera  he  found  no 
account,  no  charge  of  them  agunst  the  Government.  I 
say  it  is  apparent,  because,  though  he  complained  of  the 
statement  as  made  by  the  treasury,  he  did  not  complain  of 
it  on  this  ground.  And  in  his  memorial,  before  referred 
to,  he  states  that  he  did  not  know  whether  his  son  meant 
to  make  any  claim.  But  surely  this  mistake,  as  it  does  not 
affect  the  justice,  so  it  ou^t  not  to  affect  the  validi^  of 
this  claim.  The  Government  owes  it  to  itself,  it  owes  it 
to  its  own  honor,  not  to  profit  by  this  nuitaket  especially 
to  the  prHtidlce  of  an  orphan,  and  more  especially  to  the 
orphan  ol*^  such  a  parent. 

The  amount  of  tliesc  expenses,  at  least  the  amount  re- 
ported,  was  >7,335  86.  This  report  and  the  report  of 
the  last  session  agree  in  this.  Tlie  data  on  which  this 
conclusion  is  founded,  seem  to  me  entirely  satisfiictory. 
The  whole  of  this  amount  he  received,  while  in  France, 
on  this  misnon,  by  drafts  (ram  his  fiither,  and  by  an  order 
from  Doctor  Franklin,  except  a  small  sum  he  received 
from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  Robert  Morris,  in 
Boston*  on  his  arrival  there  from  his  mission — a  small  sum, 
to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  command  in  the  army.  It 
willbe-found  that  any  reasonable  estimate  of  the  necessar)' 
disbursements  for  himself  and  suite  will  carrjp  tlie  amount 
at  least  to  that  sum.  -And,  collated  with  the  expenses  in 
other  parallel  cases,  the  same  conclusion  will  result.  On 
embarking  for  France,  he  must  have  taken  funds  with 
hicn,  whicnwerc  all  exhausted,  but  of  which  no  notice  is 
taken  in  the  estimate  reported.  We  may  be  sure,  then, 
thnt  this  sum  fidls  within  the  limits  of  his  actual  expenses, 
at  least  tliat  it  does  not  transcend  them. 

There  is  another  claim,  but  to  a  small  amount,  growing 
out  of  errors  in  the  account  as  stated  by  tiie  trcnuury. 
These  erron  are  apparent  to  inspection  on  the  face  of 
the  account.  One  is  an  item  to  which  the  scale  of  Ueprc- 1 
ciation  Was  applied,  when  that  item  was  a  special  credit  j 
due  from  the  United  States.  The  amount  of  this  error; 
is  $101  85.  The  other  is  an  item  of  rredit  in  the  ac-! 
count,  amounting  to  $104  70,  but  M-hich  amount  la  iiotl 


carried  out,  nor  reckoned,  in  reckoning  up  Hit  credits. 
The  report  then  makei  the  gross  nna—tbe  anount  of  the 
expenses,  together  with  the  amount  of  these  errors— 

$7,542  41. 

This  report  puts  die  claim  upon  the  common  footing  of 
debts  then  due  from  the  United  States,  and  provides  for  it 
accor^ng^yt  alloving  the  same  interest  that  wu  paid  to 
the  other  public  creditors,  neithv  mote  nor  leas.  It 
appears  to  me  Out  tUs  principle  is  the  principle  which 
ought  to  govern  in  this  case.  These  expenses,  pud  by 
Colonel  Laurens,  were  paid  for  the  United  States;  and 
they  were  as  substantially  a  loan  to  the  United  States,  as 
if  the  money  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  loan  office  certificate  had  been  taken  there- 
for. He  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  public  creditor 
to  that  amountf  and  to  pay  interest  to  the  other  public 
cretUtors,  and  to  refuse  it  to  him,  would  be  an  act,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  of  gross  partiaU^t  would  be  an  outrafpe 
upon  every  sentiment  of  equal  justice — and,  I  may  add, 
of  national  justice,  too;  fur  these  very  expenses,  so  far  as 
they  were  advances  made  by  his  father,  (and  they  mostly 
were  such,)  became  a  debt  on  interest  against  him,  and 
the  amotmt,  both  principal  and  interest,  have  been  de- 
ducted from  the  portion  of  his  daughter.  Colonel  Lau- 
rens then  loaned  this  money  to  the  United  States,  for 
which  he  pud  interestt  he  asks  a  return  of  that  loan,  not 
with  the  same  interest,  but  with  a  less  interest,  much  less. 
I  say  he — but  1  mean  hu  orphan  child,  who  speaks  in  his 
name.  Were  he  living,  and  now  here,  I  think  it  probable 
he  would  not  apeak— he  was  too  magnanimous — ^too  care- 
less of  every  thing  but  virtuous  rame,  and  too  much 
absorbed  in  that  pursuit;  and  building  fame,  as  he  did,  on 
services  and  sacrifices  to  his  countir,  I  think  it  probable 
that  if  his  country  did  not  think  of  this  debt  to  him,  he 
would  never  speak  to  put  her  in  mind  of  it;  but,  like  bis 
brother  in  arms  and  compatnot,  Hamilton,  he  would  place 
this  claim  upon  the  justice  of  his  country,  as  a  resource 
for  them  for  whom  nature  had  bound  him  to  provide.  It 
Is  pleasing  to  refleirt  that  the  distinguished  ana  disinterest- 
ed patriot,  in  this  country  at  least,  has  this  resource,  and 
may  look  to  it  with  confidence — of  which  the  proofs  arc 
many  and  illustrious.  I  hope  this  case  may  furnish  another. 

T%ere  are  many  circuiratances  in  this  case,  which  might 
be  alhided  to,  recommemUng  this  chum  to  Givor,  but, 
perhaps,  addressing  themselves  to  our  feelings  rather  than 
to  our  reason;  these,  I  therefore  omit,  and  content  myself 
with  stating  and  explaining,  as  I  have  done,  Aose  grounds 
only  which  appear  to  me  to  csublish  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  and  which  will  control  my  vote. 

Mr.  KANK,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
went  into  a  full  explanation  of  the  ^[rounds  on  which  the 
claira  rested,  and  maintained  that  it  was  dearly  shown 
from  the  acts  of  Congress,  that  the  present  ebim  was 
justly  due,  and  that  it  had  never  been  t»idt  explained  the 
reasons  why  it  had  been  delayed  till  the  present  day— 
which  delay  he  conwdered  no  sufficient  reason  why  justice 
should  not  finally  be  awarded  in  the  same  manner  as  it 
bad  been  to  other  public  ministers  at  tlie  same  period. 

Mr.  HAYNE  answered  some  of  tiie  objections  of  those 
opposed  to  the  claim,  and  expluned  the  reason  why  the 
former  committee,  to  which  it  had  been  referred,  had  re- 
ported favorably,  and  why  the  Senate  were  almost  unani- 
mous against  the  report.'  It  was  not  because  thev  doubted 
the  justice  of  the  claim,  but  because  tliey  differed  with 
the  committee  in  the  amount  justly  due.  Mr.  H.  went 
into  an  earnest  argument  in  favor  of  tlie  claim,  and  of  the 
distinguished  services  and  magnanimity  of  Colonel  Lau- 
rens, whom  he  represented  to  have  sacrificed  not  only  his 
fortune,  but  his  life,  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  at  a 
period  when,  of  all  others,  those  sacrifices  and  patriotic 
services  were  most  needed,  ft  was  from  the  vet^-  circum- 
stance of  his  patriotic  and  disinterested  devotedness  to  the 
cause  which  he  had  embraced,  that  Ac  clum  was  yet 
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aimud;  for  CtAmel  Laurens  had,  in  hli  seal  for  liberty, 
refiiaed  to  deimnd  the  payment  for  lus  Krvices,  and  fell 
aaacrifice  to  that  cauie,  without  leaving  a  claim  upon  the 
Uovemment,  of  even  a  statement  of  hit  expcntiitures. 

The  question  therefore  now  -waa,  whether  Conpreas 
should  sefbae  juibcc  to  an  orphan  ^ild,  becauae  the 
father  had  too  much  raagnftiunu^  to  dfltoand  it.  He  ttutt- 
ed  not. 

At  the  Mwnition  of  Hr.  EW1N(^  the  biD  was  then  bud 
on  thetabWnr  the  preaent. 

TuvuniAT,  Jaitdakt  1ft 
Soon  after  meeting,  the  Senate  went  uito  exectttire 
business,  and  renutined  with  closed  doors  until  4  o'clock; 
and  then  adjouroed. 

Fbidat,  Jaitdakt  30. 
BANK  OF  JHE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  BRNTON rase  toask  leave  to  IntrodacethefetloW' 
ing  reaoTutioiv  of  which  he  had  given  notice  some  days 
ago,**iz. 

A  j<nnt  resolution  declaratory  of  the  meaning  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtea  on  the  subject  of 
tlie  paper  currency  to  be  issued  by  the  bank. 
Be  U  reaobied  by  the  Senate  and  Houm  of  Beprtuniativea 
vf  the  Umied  ^mtet  of^  America  in  Cmgrtn  assembied,  Tha^ 
the  paper  cutrency,  in  the  form  of  ordera,  drawn  by  the 
presidentfl  of  flie  offices  of  discount  and  dcposite  on  the 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  is  not  authorized 
by  any  thing  contained  in  the  durte^  and  that  the  said 
currency      and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  illegal;  and 
that  the  mm  oug^itto  be  suppreaMd. 

Mr.  BKfTON  rose  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  his  promis- 
ed resobition  on  the  state  of  the  currency.  He  said  he 
tiad  given  his  notice  for  the  leave  he  wu  about  to  ai4c, 
without  concerting  or  consulting  with  any  member  of  the 
Senate.  The  oHIect  of  his  resttlution  was  judidal,  not 
pcrfitical;  and  be  nad  treated  the  Senators,  notas  eounsel- 
iora.  bat  as  jodges.  He  had  conversed  wHb  no  one,  nei- 
ther friflid  nor  adversary;  not  through  contempt  ofi  coun- 
sel, or  fear  of  oppontion,  but  from  a  joat  and  rigorous  re- 
gard to  decorum  and  propriety.  lUs  own  opinion  had 
been  made  up  through  the  cold,  unadulterated  procen  of 
legal  reaearcli;  and  lie  bad  done  nothing,  and  would  do 
nothing,  to  prevent,  or  binder,  any  other  Senator  from 
makir^  up  his  opinion  in  tRe  same  way.  It  was  acase  in 
which  politics,  especially  partisan  polities,  eouid  find  no 
place;  aod  in  tiie  progreu  of  which  every  Senator  would 
feel  lUBself  retiring  into  the  judidal  office — beconung  one 
of  the  jydiett  tmtH-  and  searching  into  the  st<ms  of 
%UM  own  leg»l  knowledge,  for  the  ju^^ment  and  the  rea- 
sons of  the  judgment  which  he  must  ^ve  in  this  great 
cause,  in  wiuch  a  nation  is  the  party  on  one  nde,  and  a 
great  moneyed  corporation  on  the  otiier.  He  [Mr.  B.  ]  be- 
lieved the  currency,  agunst  wbicli  his  resolution  was 


■U  legality  befbre  the  Senate  and  the  peoplet  ant  that 
without  regard  to  the  powerful  resentment,  to  the  efleots 
of  which  he  aught  be  exposing  iiimself.  He  had  adi^ted 
the  fono  of  a  declaratory  rewlution,  because  it  was  in- 
tended to  declare  the  true  sense  <^  the  charter  upon  a 
disputed  pmnt.  He  made  his  resolution  jtunt  in  ita  dia- 
tacter,  that  it  mig^t  have  the  action  of  both  Houses  of  Con* 
grcsi^  and  single  in  its  object,  that  the  main  de«gn  might 
not  be  cnibamssedwitii  minor  propotttioBS.  The  ftam  of 
ttie  reaohstion  gave  him  a  ririit  to  state  his  ressonsfor  ask- 
ing leave  to  bring  'A  hi;  the  im^rtance  of  it  required 
those  reasons  to  be  clearly  stated.  Hie  Senate,  also,  has 
its  r^ta  and  >*•  duties.  It  is  the  right  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Bcpretentatives,  as  the  founder  of  the  bank  cor- 
Vob  Vin — 8 


poration,  to  examine  into  the  rmilarity  of  its  procee^gs, 
and  to  take  cognizance  of  the  inmtctiona  of  its  chuter;  and 
this  right  has  become  a  doty,  since  the  very  tribwiiJ  se- 
lected by  the  charter  to  tiy  these  infractions  had  tried 
this  vei^  question,  and  that  without  the  fomiality  of  a 
scire  facuu,  or  tlie  presence  of  the  adverse  party,  and  had 
given  judgment  in  favor  of  the  corporation;  a  deciuon 
which  he  [Mr.  B.]  wis  compelled,  by  the  strongest  con. 
vietions  of  his  judgment,  to  consider  both  as  extra-jodidal 
and  nroneoos. 

The  resolution,  continued  Mr.  B.,  which  1  am  askit^ 
leave  to  bring  in,  expresses  its  own  object.  It  declarea 
against  the  legality  of  these  orders,  as  i.  cvHSiircT.  It  is 
the  currency  which  I  arraign.  I  make  no  inquiry,  for  I 
will  not  embarrass  my  subject  with  isfelcvant  and  imma- 
terial inquiries — ^1  mbke  no  inquiry  into  the  modes  of  con. 
tract  and  payment  which  are  permitted,  or  not  pemutted, 
to  the  Banc  of  the  United  States^  in  the  conduct  of  its 

ftrivate  dedings  and  in^vUlaal  transactions.  Ify  burinesa 
ies  with  the  currency;  fin-,  between  public  currency  uid 
private  dealings,  the  chatter  of  the  bank  has  made  a  dis- 
tinction, and  that  founded  in  thenature  of  things,  as  broad 
as  lines  can  draw,  and  as  clear  as  words  can  express. 
The  currency  concerns  the  public;  and  the  aoundoesa  of 
that  currency  is  taken  under  the  partiealar  goardiansl^ 
of  the  charter;  a  special  code  of  law  ia  enacted  for  it:  pri- 
vate dealings  concern  individuals;  and  it  is  for  indiriduals, 
in  making  their  baigains,  to  take  care  of  tiieir  own  inte« 
rests.  The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
authorieed,  but  not  regulated,  certun  private  dealings  of 
the  bank;  it  is  flill  and  explicit  upon  the  regulation  of  cur- 
rency.  Upon  this  distinction  I  take  my  stand.  I  establish 
myself  upim  the  broad  and  clear  distinction  which  reason 
makea,  uid  the  charter  sanctiois.  I  atrugn  the  cnrren* 
cy!  I  eschew  all  inquiry  into  the  modes  oir  maldng  bar- 
gains for  tite  sale  or  purchase  of  bills  of  ezdiange,  buying 
and  selling  gold  or  ulrcr  buQion,  bttildn^  houses,  hiring 
officers,  clerks,  and  sorvanta,  purcbasli^  necessaries,  or 
laying  in  supplies  of  fAtl  and  statitmery. 

A  preliminary  inquiry  might  have  been  lesorted  to,  and 
was  for  some  time  intended,  to  know  from  tike  bank  direo* 
tory  whether  these  orders  were  issued  as  a  current  un- 
der the  charter,  and  what  exemptions  were  claimed  for 
them  from  the  restrictions  provided  in  the  charter,  for  a 
currency  of  promissory  notes.  But  this  preliminary  in- 
quiry has  become  unneceasaiy.  A  decinon  has  been  made 
in  a  high  branch  of  the  federal  juiUciar^ — the  United 
States'  circuit  court  in  Philadelphia— -affirmmg  ^e  l^aitty 
of  this  species  of  currency,  and  stating  the  exemptiona 
clumed  for  it;  and  this  dedsioo  has  been  received  with  a 
degree  of  approbation  by  the  bank  directory^  which  an- 
nounces it  to  be  accordant  irith  tbdr  own  (pinions.  In- 
quiry of  the  directory  is,  therefore,  unnecessary.  _  A  re- 
sort to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  and  that  ofutuon  baa  been 
authorita^ely  published,  may  be  connderedo  the  answer 
of  the  bank,  and,  what  is  &r  more  material,  as  the  law  of 
the  land  until  reversed. 

Erected,  to  be  illegal  and  dangerous;  and  so  believing.  Here  is  the  opinion,  tbait  part  of  it  which  relates  ty 
it  had  kn^  been  his  detennuiation  to  bring  the  question  of  these  otdcn  as  a  ourrMMyi  mt  I  onuitan  that  relalw  to 


the  trial  (tf  die  prisoner  fordie  counterfeiting  one  of  these 

orders: 

The  aniy  rettritHm  on  the  issuing  of  any  paper  is  in 
'  the  proviso  to  the  13th  fondunental  article  in  the  11th 
'  section  of  the  chartec    The  bank  can  make  no  bill  obU- 
ratory,  or  of  credit,  under  its  seal,  for  the  pmndlit  of  a 
fess  sum  than  five  tboosand  ddlutj  the  bills  ot  notea 
<  issu  ed  by  order  of  the  corporation,  ngned  by  the  prest< 
'  dent  and  casUer,  are  made  as  bhidi^g  and  obligatmr  on 
the  bank  as  those  of  private  petWMis,  but  all  tneir  mDs 
•  and  notes  must  be  payable  on  derouid,  unless  of  a  sum 
not  leas  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  payable  to  mder; 
none  of  these  rafraMr  apply  to  an  order  or  Aetki  the 
notea  or  biUa  aBudedto  ara  aueh  aa  oontiuB  a  prondM  to 
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*  psy  money,  ftnd  the  bills  obligatory  are  auch  only  u  are 
'  under  §adt  wd  for  sums  not  less  than  five  thomand 
*dolUn. 

'  •  •  •  •  • 

*'  The  bank  bl^ft  free  to  contract  debts  by  any  otber 

*  mode  than  by  their  promissory  note  or  an  obligation  un- 
'  der  seal,  with  no  ot/ter  Umitatian  than  is  contained  in  the 

*  8th  fundamental  article,  which  Is  merely  as  to  amount, 

*  the  only  effect  of  whi^  is  not  to  exempt  the  bank  from 
'  liability  for  the  excesses,  but  to  make  the  directors,  un- 

*  der  whose  administration  it  shall  happen,  personally 

*  liable. 

•  •  *  •  • 

**  The  act  of  establishii^  &  bnnch  is,  per  ae,  the  crea- 

*  tion  of  an  agauy/  it  is  an  authority  not  only  to  the  extent 
'  of  the  reguktions  under  which  the  as^nt  acts,  but  to  the 

*  extent  or  all  acts  and  transactions  of  the  officers  of  the 
'  branches,  wtuch  the  bank  hare  been  in  the  habit  of 
'  ulopling  and  cmfinntor,  on  tbe  aame  prindple  that  in- 
■  dividuals  are  liable  oo  the  contracts  of  their  wives  and 
'  servants,  who  have  been  permitted  to  deal  on  their  credit, 

*  and  in  their  namest  or  a  merctumt,  whose  clerk  is  in  the 
'  habit  of  writing  letters,  ngning  notes,  bills,  and  checks, 

*  in  his  name,  though  without  any  written  or  express  au- 

*  tbority,  by  the  adoption  and  recognition  of  which  he 
'  authorizes  the  public  to  consider  his  clerk  as  hi^  agent, 


*  eiedb  or  ortkra,  drawn  by  its  agenU,  at  their  own  bTuiches, 

*  wUch  not  only  form  a  very  important  item  in  tbe  eurrta- 


*  transacted  between  the  bank  and  its  branches  furnishes 


proof  to  the  contrary 

*  clearlv  thrown  on  the  bank,  or  any  other  person  who 

*  would  attempt  to  show  tliat  the  paper  was  not  obligmtoiY 

*  upon  them.  It  would  be  a  severe  reflection  on  the  bank 

*  to  auppoee  that  they  would  for  a  moment  refuse  payment 

*  of  these  checks  and  orders^  and  our  system  of  jurispru- 

*  dence  would  deserve  hule  of  public  respect  <w  eoafi- 

*  dence,  if  the  law  would  not  coerce  it. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"  By  the  17th  article,  the  bank  is  bound  to  pay  in  gold 

*  and  Sliver  all  its  notn,  bills,  and  obligations,  and  all  de- 

*  posites  in  tbe  bank  or  its  offices;  and  the  proviso  enacts, 
'  that  Congress  may  enforce  and  regulate  the  payment  of 
'  oihtr  debts  under  the  same  penalties  as  are  prescribed 

*  for  the  refusal  to  pay  its  notes,  bills,  obligations,  and  de- 

*  poaitee. 

•  •  •  •  • 

**  The  mode  in  which  the  bank  amtraett  a  debt,  the 

*  shape  it  assumes,  or  the  places  where  contracted,  is  of 

*  no  tmpattanee.    The  offices  being  its  agents,  the  debts 

*  contracted  by  them  become  the  debts  of  the  corpora- 
I  /ion,  imposing  aduty  topay  them,' wtuch  may  be  done  nt 

*  or  by  the  branches  or  the  bank.  If  the  nayment  is  made 

*  in  coin,  the  debt  is  extinguished;  if  maae  by  a  draft,  or- 

*  der,  or  check,  the  debt  remains  until  they  are  acUially 

*  pud.  Unless  the  bolder  expressly  takes  them  as  pay- 
'  ment,  and  at  his  own  risk,  they  create  a  new  duty  or 

*  obligfttion,  which  the  bank  is  as  much  bound  to  pernrm 

*  as  the  old  <me  for  which  it  is  intended  to  make  satisfac- 

*  tion.    It  is  a  matter  of  mutual  convenience,  whether  the 

*  old  debt  or  duty  shall  be  eztii^uished  by  payment  or 

*  takii^  I»'Pe''»  whether  in  their  prondsMiy  notes  of  the 

*  bank,  or  ankn  or  dudu  Avwn  i^wn  it.  Thev  nay  be 
'  in  brge  tbuJU  or  ankn  fir  rtmUtqpee,  or  tmall  onet  fir 
'  eurrenejf  or  eumUUiont  and  in  any  ibrm,  with  or  without 

*  omimeDtiS  dericei,  w  marks.   Hfhether  they  reaemble. 


<  in  these  partieulars,  the  notes  of  tbe  bank,  is  immatetial; 
'  the^  miikmue  md  Iqgai  ^eel  are  the  taamt  they  create  a 

*  new  debt  or  duty,  oblintory  on  the  bank.    M  it  bound 

*  to  honor  ail  the  pigxruMtdt  UitmMorgttlinioekeHli^ion 
'  by  Um  authority  or  agenio-*' 

After  reading  the  extracts,  Mr.  B.'Continae<L  I  take 
the  substance' of  tkis  deciuon*  lir.  President,  to  be— 

1.  That  these  branch  bank  orders  are  legal  currency, 
under  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  bank  may  lawfully  issue  this  description  of 
currency  to  the  wliole  anuHMtt  ofits  capital  stock. 

3.  That  this  •urrency  is  free  from  every  mfubtioo^ 
restriction,  limitation,  and  provision,  contained  in  the 
charter,  except  the  single  limitation  as  to  the  maximum 
amount  to  be  issued,  to  wit,  thirty-five  imllions  of  dollars. 

4.  That  the  bank  may  employ  what  agents  she  pleases 
in  signing  and  issuing  this  currency.' 

I  take  this  to  be  the  stibatance  of  the  decision.  Justice 
to  that  decision,  and  the  fur  conducting  of  my  own  ar^- 
ment,  will  require  me  to  examine  the  grounds  upon  which 
tlie  court  proceeded.  These  grounds  are  found  in  two 
clauses  of  the  chai-ter;  one  clause  in  the  18th  section^  the 
other  in  the  8th  fundamental  article  of  the  constitution  of 
the  bank.  The  penal  clause  in  the  18th  section  agaiMt 
counterfeiting  "checks  or  orders,"  and  the  phrase  "other 
contract,'*  in  the  8th  fundamental  article,  comprise  those 
I  will  examine  each  in  its  turn;  but  must  first 
name  itf  all  thatissalb  and  sure  in  the 
_  protesting,  as  I  do  hereby  protest, 
against  going  into  »  penal  section,  or  into  fbc  corutructiom 
of  a  phrase,  to  find  a  power  to  issue  currency,  and  tliat 
without  restrictions,  when  the  charter  had  given  that  power 
in  the  proper  place  in  express  words,  and  subject  to  nu- 
merous and  vital  restrictions.  I  make  this  protest,  not 
from  the  least  apprehensitMi  of  finding  in  a  penal  clause, 
or  in  the  construction  of  a  detached  plirase,  the  great  power 
for  the  exercise  of  wliich  the  bank  was  created,  that  of  ii- 
suing  a  paper  currency  to  the  people  of  these  States,  but 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  constitution  df  the  hank,  to  its 
cautious  prohibitory  preamble,  and  to  its  seventeen  funda- 
mental articles.  I  make  it  in  the  name  and  upon  the 
behalf  of  the  lawful  rights  of  otiier  parts  of  the  charter. 
Lei  ufi  now  proceed  to  tbe  examinattont  and,  first,  let  us 
read  this  18th  section,  the  whole  of  as  the  only  hit  way 
to  find  its  meaning. 

**  Sio.  18.  If  any  person  shall  fidsely  make,  foi^,  or 
'  counterfeit,or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged, 
'  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  »id  or  assist  in  falsely  roak- 
*ing,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  biUor  mie'm  imitation 
'of,or  purporting  to  ht  ^  bill  or  note  isbobd  bt  obdeb  of  the 
*preaiaeni,  lUreetora,  mdcompony  of  thesaidbank,  on  any 

*  order  or  cheek  os  the  said  bank  or  corporatim,(W  any  cash- 
■ter  thereof;  or  shall  falsely  utter,  «r  cause  or  procure  to 
'be  falsely  uttered,  or  willingly  ajdoTBsrist  in  fiusehralter- 
*ing,  any  ^7/ or  n<^  isbobd  ar  obbbb  efthepremHaat,  <£- 
'  redora,  and  company jof  the  tmd  bank,  on  any  order  or  dietk 

*  OK  the  siud  bank,  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  tiiereof; 

<  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false,  forged, 

*  or  counterfeited  bill  or  note  purporting  to  be  a  bill  or  nott 

*  issvzi)  D  v  ABDER  of  thepretioent,  direetore,  and  company  of 

*  the  taid  bm/t^  on  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  order 
'  or  otccfc  vpox  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier 

<  thereof,  knowing  the  same  to  be  fidsely  forged  or  coun- 
'  terfeitedt  or  shul  juss,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to 

*  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  falsely  altered  bill  or 
<no/e  issvxD  ax  omn  of  the  preritUnt,  directors,  and  com- 
<pany  of  the  ttUd  bankr  oh  any  falsely  altered  order  or 

*  check  on  the  aud  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier 
'tl.ereof,  knowing  the  aame  to  falsely  altered,  witli  inten- 

<  tim  to  defraud  Uie  said  corporation,  or  any  other  body 
'politic,  or  persont  or  shall  sell,  uUer,or  deliver,  or 

*  cause  to  be  sold,  uttoed,  or  defivered,  any  fcnved  or 
'counterfcltittforfMteHsvsi)  MxnwnMofiktfraiaintand 
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*  diredort  of  the  said  bank,  knowing  the  same  to  be  &lse, 
'  forged,  or  counterfeited,  every  such  person  shall  be 
'deemed  *nd  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  there* 
*of  convicted  bv  due  course  of  lav,  shall  be  sentenced," 

I  do  deny,  Mr.  Prc^dent,  that  any  power,  of  any  kind, 
is  given  to  the  bank  by  this  section.  It  is  a  mere  provi- 
non  to  punish  the  violation  of  existing  rights.  So  far  as 
the  issues  of  bills  or  notes  are  mentioned,  it  is  a  recital  of 
what  the  bank  was  authorized  to  do  in  the  13th  funda- 
mental article  of  its  constitution;  so  far  as  checks  and  or- 
ders are  mentioned,  it  is  a  redtal.of  the  pre-existing  right 
which  every  depositor  possesses.  The  object  of  the 
section  is  to  provide  for  the  security  of  existing  rightst 
namely,  the  ctwrtered  right  of  the  bank  to  issue  bills  or 
notes,  and  the  inherent  right  of  depositors  to  draw  for 
their  own  money.  This  is  the  object  of  the  section;  and 
the  violation  of  either  ofthese  rights  is  made  felony.  Both 
Tights  are  protected,  but  they  are  not  granted;  neither  are 
they  confounded.  The  distinction  is  clear  between  them, 
between  the  currency  which  is  to  issue  from  the  bank, 
and  the  orders  which  are  to  be  drawn  upon  it.  The  sepa- 
ration is  complete,  Uie  contrast  is  perfect,  the  antithesis  is 
regular,  the  contradistinction  is  manifest,  between  these 
two  classes  of  paper.  The  whole  frame  of  the  section, 
the  structure  of  every  member  of  the  long  sentence  which 
composes  it,  thu  natural  and  obviotu  meanmg  of  every 
word  in  ererf  sentence,  establishes  and  defends  this  clear 
and  emphatic  distinction.  Five  times  in  five  Afferent 
members  of  the  sentence,  the  sanic  form  of  expression, 
the  same  order  of  construction,  and  the  same  repetition 
of  words,  regularly  occur.  Five  times  the  line  is  drawn, 
the  distinctitm  is  set  up,  between  the  bills  or  notes  which 
are  to  be  issued  by  order  of  the  bank,  and  the  checks 
and  orders  whidi  are  to  be  drawn  upon  it.  The  two 
ebaws  of  paper  are  kept  ^stinct,  and  cannot  be  con- 
founded. Let  any  gentleman  try.  Let  Urn  include,  if  he 
C*a,  the  words  **  checks  and  orders"  under  the  action  of 
the  verb  which  gT>verns  the  issuing  of  the  bUla  or  notes  of 
the  bank.  The  thing  cannot  be  done.  It  is  a  grammati- 
cal impossibili^.  1  repeat  it,  the  clear,  undoi^ted  object 
of  the  section  is,  not  to  grant  powers,  buttoprotectrights. 
Its  (direct  is  penal,  not  eonceasivet  to  puiusn,  notto grant. 

This  is  view,  Mr.  President,  u  tiie  18th  section. 
Does  any  ^ntleman  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  view^ 
Then  let  him  follow  me  into  the  next  section — the  19th — 
still  occupied  with  the  crime  of  counterfeiting,  and  taking 
up  the  inchoate  class  of  offences  involved  in  the  process 
of  perpetrating  the  crime.  The  authorized  currency  of 
aU  banks,  in  *il  countries,  is  protected  from  the  process, 
from  the  prc^fresuve  course,  of  being  counterfeited,  as 
well  as  feom  the  eoMSummation  of  the  crime  itself;  but  this 
prsieetion  is  never  extended  to  private  and  individual 
papers.  A  man.is  punished  for  haring  in  his  possesrion, 
with  intent  to  use  it  unlawfully,  the  plate  from  which  bank 
notes  are  struck,  the  notes  themselves  in  blank,  and  even 
the  kind  of  paper  which  is  used  for  bank  notes.  Not  so 
in  the  case  of  private  or  individual  writings.  The  reascm 
is  obvious.  Banks  hare  peeuliaT  plates  and  paper  for 
their  notes  which  are  to  constitute  eumncy;  neither  in- 
dividuals, nor  banks,  have  any  thing  pectuiar  for  their 
private  and  individual  writings.  The  plate  and  paper  with 
which  a  bank  note  is  to  be  counterfeited,  can  be  known 
and  identified  as  such;  the  ^oose  quill  pen,  the  common 
types,  and  the  common  writmg  paper,  n^luch  are  used  for 
ill  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life,  cannot  be  known  or 
identified.  Upon  this  distinction  turns  all  the  law  upon 
the  siUiject  «f  minishingthe  inchoate  offence  of  counter- 
fettingt  upon  tms  distinction  turns  the  19th  section  of  the 
charter;  upon  this  distinction  it  is  that  the  currency  of  the 
bank,  its  bills  or  notes,  are  protected  from  the  process  of 
beiiqf  counterfeited,  and  the  orders  and  checks  of  deposi- 
tors are  unnoticed.   Listen  to  the  seetim. 


*  If  any  person  shall  make  or  engrave,  or  cause  or  pro- 
*cttre  to  be  made  or  engraved,  or  riiall  have  in  his  poa- 

*  session  or  custody,  any  metallic  platej  engraved  mer 
'  the  rimiUtude  of  any  plate  from  which  any  notet  or  UA 
'issued  by  the  said  corporation  shall  have  beev^ printed, 

*  witii  intent  to  use  such  plate,  or  to  cause  or  procure  the 
'  same  to  be  used,  in  fbr^ng  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the 
'no/ef  or  Mfiii  issued  by  the  sud  corporation;  oadiallhave 
'  in  his  custody  or  possession  any  biakk  note  or  twtet,  biU 

*  or  biUa,  eiwraved  and  printed  after  the  sii^itude  of  any 

*  notes  or  bua  issued  by  the  said  coporation,  with  intent  to 

*  use  such  bhnlu,  or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used, 
'  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  note  or  At  &  issued 
*by  the  said  corporation;  oa  shall  have  in  his  custody  or 
'  possession  an^  |iaper  adapted  to  the  nuking  of  bank  note* 

'  or  bilb,  and  similar  to  the  paper  upon  which  an^  tutei  or  ■ 
'  bills  of  the  said  eorporatien  uuulhaee  been  ismted,  with  intrat 

*  to  use  such  paper,  or  cause  orsuffer  tbe  aaoM  to  betned, 
'  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  or  Mbbaned 
'by  the  aaidcorpofatim,  every  such  person,  bting  ihave- 
*of  convicted  oy  due  cmirae  of  lav,  ahaU  be  sentenced, 

*  &e." 

What  &tuity,  or  unkindness,  in  the  framers  of  this  char- 
ter !  What  inattention  to  this  eonstouctive  currency,  creat- 
ed in  the  18th  section,  andaban^Emedin  the  19th!  Eight 
times  the  bills  or  notes,  issued  by  <»der  of  the  bank,  are 
named  and  protected.  Eight  times  the  checks  and  orders 
are  passed  over  irithoat  a  word.  No  pioteetion  ftir  tiwiik 
agunst  the  process  of  being  counterfeited.  The  phdei^ 
the  blanks,  the  paper,  for  their  imitation,  may  be  paraded 
in  the  face  of  the  world.  The  whole  process  may  be 
carried  on  in  the  fece  of  the  bank;  and  no  legal  authority 
to  interrupt  the  forgers,  to  seise  their  unfinished  w<n-k, 
or  to  arrest  thnr  pmons.  Can  any  thiw  be  more  em- 
phatic of  tbe  sense  of  the  Congress  wiAch  framed  the 
charter^  Could  words  be  more  expressive  than  this 
lence^  C<Mld  a  poutive  declaration  fix  these  checks  and 
orders  m««  compleldy  in  tbe  elaaa  of  those  private  wriu 
ings  which  have  no  peculiar  plates,  no  bhnu,  no  peou- 
tiarpaper? 

Ttie  second  ground  on  which  the  court  relied,  is  tbe 
phrase,  "other  contnct,**  as  used  in  the  8th  fundamental 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the  bank.  In  resorting  to 
this  phrase,  the  court  has  at  least  got  mto  the  ri^t  chap- 
ter, but  missad  the  verse;  it  has  got  into  tiie  constitutton; 
it  has  got  amon^  the  seventeen  articles;  but  it  has  not  got 
to  the  article  which  granta  powers,  but  tbe  one  which  re- 
cites, and  that  for  the  purpose  of  Umitation,  the  powers 
which  are  elsewhere  expressly  granted.  To  crown  thia 
error,  the  court  has  i^am  had  recourse  to  construction, 
and  has  given  an  import  and  meamng  to  tbe  phnse  **  other 
contract,"  which  it  cannot  be  made  to  enoure,  nther  in 
common  parlance,  nor  in  legal  acceptation,  nor  without 
reducing  the  rest  of  the  charter  to  a  blank.  We  wUl 
read  the  article. 

'*The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corpora* 
'  tion  shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or 
'  oUier  contract,  over  and  ^ove  the  debt  or  debts  due 

<  for  money  deponted  in  tbe  bank,  ■ball  not  exceed  the 

<  sum  of  35,000,000  dottars,  unless  the  contracting  of  any 
'  greater  debt  shall  have  ^en  previously  authorized  by  the 
'  United  States.  In  case  of  excess,  the  <&teton  under 
'  whose  admmisirdtion  it  shall  hempen  shall  be  liable  for 
'  the  same  in  their  natural  and  private  capacities;  and  an 

*  action  of  debt  may,  in  such,  case^  be  brought  against 
'  them  or  any  of  them,  them  or  any  of  their  heirs,  exe- 
'  cutora,  or  adnunistiators,  inany  court  of  record  in  tbe 

*  Uiuted  States  or  dtiMr  of  them,  by>«ny  creator  or 
<credtt(OTof  the  said  covpcntion,  ud  ma^  be  prosecuted 
'  to  judgment  and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant, 
'contract,  or  agreement,  to  the  contrary  notwithstaod- 

*  ing.    But  tills  jffovtrion  shall  not  be  eonstrued  to  exempt 

*  the  said  corporation,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or 
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*  chfttteli  of  the  suoe  from  beior  also  liable  for,  and 

*  chaiie^ble  with,  the  Mid  ezceas-  Suehof  thetaiddinetert 
'  Of  may  hoot  been  ahttni  when  the  said  excen  waa  con- 

*  tnided  or  created,  or  who  may  have  diaunUdfimn  thi 

*  rtaakUien  or  aet  whereby  the  iauM  waa  ao  eonbuded  or 
'cfilcd,  may  respectiTely  exonerat*  themselvea  from 

*  beiiv  BO  Uable,  by  fobtbwitb  pving  notice  of  the  fact, 

*  and  of  their  Asaxacx  oa  oiaaurr,  to  Uie  President  of  the 
'  United  States,  and  to  tiie  stockholdera  at  a  general 

*  meeting,  wfaieh  tb^  shall  haie  power  to  call  for  that 

*  purpose-" 

What  is  the  meaning  of  ttut  article?  Is  K  to  grant  au- 
thcoity  totbe  bank  to  make  bond^  bsiie  bills  or  notes,  and 
form  other  ooatractaf  No,  nr ;  authori^  to  do  all  these  things 
iadKwberegnuited,  namely*  in  the  12th  fundamental  arti- 
cle, to  m^e  bondaand  issue  biUsor  notes;  in  the  tcnthaec- 
tioni  to  form  other  contracts  in  dealing  and  trading  in 
bullion  and  bills  of  ezchangej  and  in  other  places,  to  do 
other  things.  The  manifest  object  of  this  eighth  section  is 
to  proUbit  the  bank  fnon  owing  more  debts,  at  one  time, 
m  all  tiiese  necounts,  than  the  amount  <^the  capital  jrtock ; 
and  to  make  the  ^vctora  personally  liable  if  they  »• 
ceeded  that  amonnt  T^e  words  "  other  contract"  was 
endently  intended  to  include  the  individual  dealings  of 
the  bank;  to  add  its  private  debts  to  iU  public  ones;  and 
to  limit  the  whole  to  the  amount  of  its  capital.  Will  any 
person  undertake  to  derire  the  right  of  the  bank  to  make 
twnds,  and  issue  bills  or  notes,  upon  the  redtal  of  the 
names  of  these  instmments  in  this  eighth  article,  and  then 
aii^e  that  th^  are  ft«e  from  all  linutations,  except  the 
MOgXt  one  aa  to  maximum  amount  found  in  that  article? 
Certainly  not,  and  yet  thn  would  be  the  precise  mode  of 
reasoning  with  respect  to  the  pbmse  '<  other  contract,"  if  it 
is  to  he  treated  as  a  grant  of  power,  instead  of  a  reference 
to  the  raiious  contracts  for  bullion,  bills  of  exchange, 
buildinga,  aahuiei^  expen8e%  &c.,  which  the  hank  was 
ebewbeK  Milhorixcd  to  make,  and  tar  the  ibrm  or  terms 
wbic^  contracts  the  charter  nowliere  made  any  re- 
gubtions  or'pronsons.  I  repeat  it,  bonds,  bills,  or  notes, 
are  mereljr  redted  in  this  article  for  the  purpose  of  adding 
a  new  limitatiim  and  a  new  penalty;  reference  to  other  oon- 
tratla  is  made  for  the  purpose  of  including  them  in  the 
same  lindtalion,  and  suojecting  them  to  the  same  penalty. 
This  is  the  construction  which  satisfies  the  phrase;  which 
xircaita  full  and  natural  operation,  andthatwitiioutcon- 
flieting  with  ai^^  other  part  of  the  charter,  much  less  re 
ducing  all  the  rest  to  a  blank. 

I  have  given  to  this  phrase,  Mr.  President,  the  meaning 
which  fairly  and  naturally  belongs  to  it,  and  which  har- 
monizes it  with  every  other  part  of  the  charter.  This  is 
wluU  the  bodu  tell  us  it  is  the  duty  of  courU  to  do  in  con- 
struing statutes.  I  will  now  take  three  speafic  objec- 
tions to  the  courts'  construction,  and  show  it  to  be  erro- 
neous in  evety  point  of  view  in  whidi  it  can  be  examined. 

1.  lobjecttoitbecauseitauthorixeaanissueii^eumnqr 
upon  eanatmetioa.  The  issue  of  current,  ar,  waa  the 
great  and  main  business  for  which  the  bank  was  created, 
and  which  it  is,  in  the  twelfth  article,  expressly  autho- 
rized to  perform;  and  I  cannot  pay  so  poor  a  compliment 
to  the  understandings  of  the  eminent  men  who  framed  that 
charter,  as  to  suppose  that  tiiey  left  the  main  business  of 
the  bank  to  be  found,  by  construction,  in  an  independent 
phrase,  and  that  phrase  to  be  foundbuttince  in  tlie  whole 
charter.  I  cannot  compliment  thrir  understandit^  with 
the  apposition  that,  after  having  authorised  and  defined 
a  currency,  and  subjected  it  to  numerous  restrictions,  they 
had  lef^  open  the  door  to  tiie  issue  of  another  sort  of  cur- 
rency, upon  con^lructiun,  which  should  supersede  the  kind 
the^  had  prescribed,  and  be  free  from  every  restriction  to 
which  the  preanribcd  currency  was  subject. 

3.  1  object  to  the  courts^  asaumptim  that  these  wders 
are  contractst  and  this  objection  leads  to  a  dcflnition,  iDkI 
to  the  recollection  of  our  curiy  reading,  when  we  were  ap- 


prentices to  the  law.  What  is  a  contract?  The  bfwks 
tell  us  it  is  an  agreement,  upon  a  sufficient  connderation, 
to  do,  or  not  to  a  puticular  thii^.  Now,  bring  these 
orders  to  the  test  of  tnis  dilution;  and  fat  that  pui^oae 
let  us  read  one : 

•<  easier  of  the  Bank  of  4he  UiutedState^ 
'  Pay  to  Jaa.  L.  Snuth,  or  order,  five  dollars. 

*  OfHce  of  discount  and  deposite  in  Utica, 
<  The  3a  day  of  Septembo-,  1831. 
'JOHN  B.  IRVING,  Prmdaa. 
'N.  V.  Gbazixb,  CaMer.*' 
And  on  the  baak  tbew  words: 
"Paytothebearer.  j^g_  s^^H.- 


Here  is  no  agreement,  sir!  No  consideration  expressed 
or  understood;  no  pronuse  or  undertaking  to  do,  or  not  to 
do,  any  thing  whatever.  It  is  literally  an  order,  such  as 
one  neighbor  gives  to  another,  snd  governed  by  the  same 
law.  It  is  the  very  oppoute  of  a  contract,  for  it  is  a  com- 
mand; it  ia  the  oppMite  of  a  debt,  for  it  im|diea  the  ex- 
tinction of  one.  U  is  a  mandate,  and  that  an  Imperioua 
one,  from  a  gentleman  in  lltica,  whose  name  I  cannot  read, 
to  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  who  is  not  named  at  all, 
to  pay  five  dollars  to  Mr.  Jas.  L.  S  mith,  or  to  the  person  be 
shall  name.  Call  this  a  contract?  If  so,  Mr.  President, 
those  who  studied  law  twenty-five  years  ago  must  bum 
tlieir  books,  and  recommence  in  the  neiy  school.  The 
only  species  of  contract  that  can  attach  to  it  is  in  the  im- 
plied one  which  the  law  creates  between  the  pver  and 
receiver  of  the  order;  and  Usalt  is  an  implied  pronuse,  on 
the  part  of  the  giver,  that  he  will  pay  it  it,  the  cashier  in 
Philadelphia  does  not,  provided  the  recMver  of  the  order 
will  lose  no  time  in  ^ng  after  the  money,  and  bringing 
the  order  back  if  he  does  not  get  it. 

I  object  to  tlxese  orders  ss  coming  under  the  phrase  in 
the  eighth  article,  because  they  are  issued  from  branch 
banks,  and  by  the  prendenta  of  tliese  banks,  while  the 
words  and  the  tenor  of  the  ughth  article  require  the  vhnie 
of  the  debts  which  are  there  referred  to;tbose  by  "other 
contract,"  as  well  as  those  by  bond,  bill,  or  note,  to  be 
contracted  by  tiie  directors  of  the  parent  bank  in  person. 
Observethe  words.  The  direetorr  under  whose admmiaira' 
Hon  the  excess  may  happmi  the  exefptum  in  favor  of  these 
who  skull  have  been  omctM  when  the  excess  tons  eontraded; 
the  further  excatumin  faeor  of  these  utA»  diaaented from  tie 
resohaion  uAiek  crtated  the  eaxeut  and  the  gutdifietttian  of 
both  eaxmUmu  to  a  notueforthmth  /o  he^xm  to  tke  Prm- 
dentof  Uu  United  Stidet  and  ic  tke  ttodtkoldtro  of  such  du- 
seni  orabsente.-  all  these  expresMons  refer  to  the  directors 
of  the  parent  bank,  and  imply  personal  presence  at  tiie 
formation  of  every  contract,  at  the  creation  of  every  debt, 
thoee  by  "  other  contract,"  as  well  as  theac  by  bond,  bill,  and 
note,  which  enters  into  tbe  aggregate  mass  of  the  thir^'- 
five  nulUons,  which  the  bank,  at  any  one  time,  may  owe. 
According  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  not  only  &  part, 
but  the  whole  of  these  thirty-five  nulKont  may  be  con- 
tracted by  agents,  scattered  all  over  the  Union.  The 
whole  currency  of  the  bank  may  be  iasBcdby  Tom,  Dick, 
and  Harry;  and  if  they  issue  a  thousand  millions  instead  of 
thirty-five,  why,  tbe  directors  are  nut  responuble;  the 
corporators  are  not  responnble;  the  United  States  of 
Ameriot  are  not  responnble;  the  assets  of  the  bank  only 
are  liable;  and  who  ever  heard  of  aas^in  a  broken  bank* 
The  opinion  of  the  court,  that  a^nts  may  issue  currency, 
snd  create  these  thtrty-five  millions  of  debt,  ia  at  war  not 
only  with  the  words  and  tcncff  of  the  eighth  article,  but 
with  the  whole  tenor  of  the  entire  charter.  By  that  instru- 
ment, the  great  business  of  iasuingcurrencyv  confided  to 
tlte  directors  of  the  parent  bank.  It  is  a  personal  trust 
whicb  they  cannot  devolw*  upon  agenta.  There  is  a  per- 
sonal liabiuty  attached  to  the  abuse  of  that  trust,  of  wnich 
they  caimot  divest  themselves.  Tliese  directors  are  to  be 
numerous,  iwt  leas  tlun  twenty-five.    One-fiflh  of  their 
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number  mast  paw  the  ordeal  of  thia  Senate  upon  the  no- 
minktioii  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States.  The 
whole  of  them  muit  be  stocUioklen.  Here  is  something 
like  respomobilihr.  Not  so  with  the  preudent  and  direc- 
tors of  the  branch  banks.  They  may  be  but  seven  in  num- 
ber, and  four  of  them  a  quorum.  None  of  them  required 
to  be  stockholders;  none  to  pass  this  body.  The  Presi- 
dent (rf*  the  United  States  has  no  roice  in  their  appoint, 
ment  or  removal.  They  are  breath  in  the  nostrils  of  the 
Pluladelphia  directors.  One  breath  they  are  madej  an- 
other they  .arc  gone.  And  upon  tiiese  evanescent  and 
shadowy  beings  the  power  of  issuing  a  national  currency 
is  to  be  devolved! 

This  fioMbes,  Hr.  President,  the  examination  which  I 
have  felt  it  proper  to  make  into  the  grounds  of  the  de- 
cision pronounced  by  the  federal  court  in  Philadelphia. 
I  will  now  take  up  the  constitution  of  the  bank,  and  bring 
this  constructive  currency  to  the  ordeals  of  prohibitions, 
as  well  as  of  the jgraola  to  be  finrnd  in  that  instrument. 
Hie  Cm^fress  of 1816  gave  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  A  constitation,,  with  a  preamble  to  it,  and  seventeen 
fundamental  articles  in  itj  uid  if  the  bank  has  construed 
itself  out  of  this  congresiional  constltntim,  it  may  seem  to 
some  to  be  an  act  of  retributive  justice  on  the  Congress  for 
construing  itself  out  of  the  constitution  of'tlie  United 
States  to  give  a  constitution  to  the  bank.  We  will  ace. 
The  preamble  stands  at  the  head  of  the  eleventh  section, 
*nd  run  thus: 

**  The  foUowing  rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  pro^ 
'  viwona,  shall  form  and  be  fundamental  articles  of  the 

'  tmutUution  of  the  sud  corporation." 

^  This  preamble  u  sufBeiently  expressive  of  the  inten> 
tlon  of  Coneress  to  bind  the  bank,  and  to  regulate  its  con- 
duct, a  lUfficult  task,  1  admit,  but  bravely  attempted  by 
the  Congress  of  1816.  We  pass  over  many  regulations 
to  come  to  the  main  article,  the  12th,  which  appUcs  to 
the  currency,  and  which  we  will  read: 

"The  bills,  Migatary  and  of  credit,  under  tlie  sea/  of 

*  the  said  corpontion,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  perton 
'or  permma,  shall  be  asngnable  by  endorsement  tliere- 
'upon,  under  the  band  or  hands  of  such  person  or  per- 
'  sons,  and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  adnunistrators, 
*and  of  Iiis  or  their  assignee  or  asugneea,  and  so  as  abso- 
'lutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each 
'and  every  assignee  orassi^foeei  aucceasively,  and  to  ena- 
'ble  lucb  assignee  assignee^  and  tus,  her,  or  tlieir 
'executors,  or  administraton,  to  maintain  an  action  there- 
'upon,  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names:  Provided, 
I  That  said  corporation  shall  not  maJu  any  bill  obUgatmry, 
'  or  oT  credit,  or  other  obligation  under  its  «o/,  for  the 

*  payment     a  less  sum  than  five  thousand  dollars.  And 

*  the  BILLS  or  noTxs  which  may  be  issued  by  onoaa  of 

*  the  said  corpc»tion,  ^ned  by  the  vkssid»t,  and  coun- 
'  tersigned  by  the  principal  casBtan  Or  tbsabvub  there- 
of^ rwisiire  Tax  rxjMMin  or  xoitXT  to  any  person  or 

*  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  oanaB,  or  to  sKAaia,  aUhough 
'not  under  the  teal  of  thetaideorporaiion,  shall  be  bikoihb 
'  and  osuei.Toar  upon  the  same,  in  like  manner,  and 

*  with  like  force  and  effect,  as  upon  any  fbivatx  rxasoir, 

*  if  issued  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  his,  her,  or  their  sa- 
TCBxx  caplci^  or  capadties,  and  shall  be  assii^nabl*  and 

*  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  Aey  were  so  issued  by 
*auciiprivaieperMmtorperwn»f  that  is  to  say,  those  which 
'shall  bepayable  to  any peraonwpersofu,  his,  her,  or  their 

*  ouBum,  shall  be  aawgniuilo  by  eaiortement  in  like  muiner 
*and  urith  ukx  BrrxcT  u  roBzioir  bills  of  exchange  now 
'are;  and  those  vbicli  are  payable  to  axiBXB  shall  be  as- 
'  signabte  and  negotiable  by  dblivkbt  only :  Prooidedt 
'  That  all  bi&  or  nolet  so  to  be  imted  by  said  rorporation, 
'•hall  be  made  payable  on  dxjiabd,  other  than  bilb  or 
'  nokt  fiir  the  payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred 
'dollan  each,  »nd  payable  to  the  order  of  some  perwn  or 
'pirtmuf  which  IdlU  or  nofet  it  dull  be  lawful  for  aud  cor- 


<  poration  to  make  payable  at  any  time  not  ezcee^ng  mXf 
'  days  from  the  date  th^eoC" 

This  is  th»  article,  Hr.  President,  which  authorixes  the 
Bank  of  tlie  United  States  to  make  bonds  to  itidividuala, 
and  to  issue  a  currency  to  the  public.  This  is  the  article 
wluch  prescribes  the  manner  m  which  tlM  assents  of  the 
numerous  individuals  who  compose  the  corporation  shall 
be  expressed,  and  their  corporate  effects  bound  for  the 
payauni  of  moruy.  This  article  est^lishes  two  species 
of  paper  securities;  first,  bonds  under  the  common  seal 
of  the  corporatont  secondly,  bills  or  notes  agned  and 
countersigned  by  named  officers.  Thus  sealed,  or  sigoeii^ 
the  article  declares  these  Kcurities  to  be  binding  and 
obligatory  on  the  corporation;  and  other  articles  go  on  to 
attach  a  multitude  of  limitations,  restrictions,  provisiona, 
and  penalties,  all  referring  to  these  bonds,  bills,  or  notea^ 
by  a  precise  allegation,  and  intended  to  guard  their  sol- 
vency, to  secure  the  public  in  the  safe  handling  of  them, 
and  to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  their  contents*  with  heavy 
damages,  in  the  case  of  non-payment  on  demand.  I  here 
rema»,  for  Uie  purpose  of  freeing  a  material  part  of  this 
discustton  from  any  ambiguity,  that  the  bills  or  notes  men- 
tioned in  this  article,  and  referred  to  throughout  the  char- 
ter, are  one  and  the  same  tttiug.  A  ba«k  bill,  and  a  bank 
note,  are  e<}uiv«ient  terms  in  common  parlancei  ihey  are 
the  same  thing  in  legal  acceptation!  they  are  the  same  inr 
strument  in  the  eye  of  the  charter.  They  are  created 
together,  and  created  not  as  two  tluiws,  but  as  one  tUng, 
having  the  same  origin,  Oie  same  qualities,  and  the  same 
dengn.  The  bill  or  note  (for  the  charter  never  once 
uses  the  phrase,  bill  and  note)  are  to  be  issued  by  order 
of  the  president  and  directors,  are  to  be  for  the  fniyment 
of  money,  are  to  be  signed  by  the  same  ofBcers,  are  to  be 
transferable  in  the  same  mode^  are  not  to  be  on  credit  for 
a  leas  sum  than  one  hundred  dolUrs,  nor  for  a  longu  time 
than  sixty  days,  and  are  subjected  to  a  great  variety  of 
regulations  and  restrictions.  The  federal  c^prt  hi  Phila- 
delphia pronounces  tliese  branch  bank  orders  to  be  free 
from  all  the  limiutions,  restrictions,  and  provisions  which 
^ply  to  bills  or  notes;  and  so  do  1.  But  the  court  pro- 
nounces  these  orders  to  be  legal  currency  under  the  char- 
ter; I  say  they  are  not;  and  this  is  tiie  tfuestion  for  the 
Senate  and  the  American  people  to  decide.  I  take  the 
pontion,  that  every  species  of  paper  currency  issued  by 
the  bank,  upon  the  construction  of  words  and  phrases, 
found  in,  or  out  of,  penal  sections,  and  differing  in  form 
or  substance  from  the  paper  currency  prescribed  in  the 
13th  fundamental  artide,  or  violating  the  rules  and  pro- 
visions to  which  that  cunency  is  subject,  is  unauthonxed 
«)d  illegal.  ^ 

How  stand  thcne  branch  bank  orders  under  the  enact- 
menu  of  this  fundamenUl  article'  I  leave  out  what  re- 
lates to  bonda  in  the  first  clause  of  the  artfcle,  for  they 
were  evidently  inte^ed  for  lat^  operations  and  special 
transactions,  and  confine  my  examination  to  the  issue  of 
currency  under  the  second  clause.  Is  this  order  a  bill  or 
note  promising  the  payment  of  money?  It  is  not.  Is  it 
signed  by  the  preudent  of  the  bank,  and  countersipied 
by  the  principal  casbierf  It  is  not.  Is  it  subject  to  the 
limitation  which  prevenU  a  bill  or  note  of  less  Bize  than 
one  hundred  dolUra  to  be  on  credit,  and  that  for  a  longer 
time  than  sixty  dayB?"  It  is  not.  Hien  it  is  condemned, 
utterly  condemned,  upon  tJie  words  of  the  12th  funda- 
mentad  article.  In  the  next  plfce,  how  doea  it  stand  under 
the  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provisions  which  were  to 
govern  and  control  the  prescribed  currency  of  the  bankT 
We  will  see,  and  tliat  in  detail;  but,  first,  let  us  have 
another  quotation  from  anotiier  part  of  the  bank  charter. 

It  is  in  tiie  7tfa  section,  at  the  end  of  the  enumeration 
of  the  general  powers  <^  the  bank.  The  section  begins 
with  cteating  the  corporation,  giving  it  a  name,  and  enu- 
merating its  powers;  and,  after  a  loi^  enumeration,  wuida 
up  in  tlwM  words: 


Digitized 


by  Google 


12S 


GALES  A;  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


Skitatb.] 


Bank  ofihe  Vmied  l^atet. 


[Jah.  30,  1833. 


And,-ffenerally,  tojdo  and 'execute  nil  ftnd  nnetiUr  tbe 
'  acts,  matters,  and  thin^  which  to  thecn  it  shall  or  may 
'appertain  to  do:  subject,  neverthelesa,  to  the  rules,  re- 

*  ^ulations,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  proviuons,  here- 
'inafter  prescribed  and  declared." 

Now,  Mr.  Prendent,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  I  have  the 
advocates  of  this  branch  bank  currency  at  a  point  from 
which  UiejT  cannot  more,  without  first  admitting  that  the 
inue  of  thirty-five  ndUioni  of  currency,  for  to  that  amount 
the  court  says  these  orders  may  go,  is  not  an  ad,  is  not  a 
matter,  is  not  a  tbiitsj  appxrtaihino  to  the  bank  to  do: 
far,  unless  they  admit  all  this,  they  subject  this  currency 
to  all  the  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  limitatioq^,  and 
provisions  found  In  the  charter  after  the  7tl)  section;  and 
to  the  ordeal  of  which  it  cannot  be  brought  without  utter 
annihilation.  This  ia  not  the  age  for  amnisnons,  but  for 
argument  tfter  conviction  rather.  The  progeny  of  Gold- 
amith's  schoolmaster  is  not  yet  extinct.  I  will  not  pause 
for  admissions;  but  will  proceed  directly  to  annihilate  this 
currency  by  bringing  it  to  some  of  the  tests  (a  part  only 
•f  what  the  charter  contains^  to  which  every  act,  cvei^ 
Ibatter,  every  thing,  appertaming  to  the  bank  to  do,  must 
be  brought,  and  must  stand ,  before  its  legality  is  admitted. 

The  15th  fundattental  article  provides  a  guard  for  the 
safety  of  the  public,  which  does  not  apply  to  these  orders, 
and  fiirniaheB  an  argument  against  their  legality  as  cur- 
rency.   IVe  will  read  it. 

"Tbe  officer  at  the  head  of  tiie  Treasury  Department 
'  of  the  United  States  shell  be  furnished  fVom  time  to 
'  tiiAe,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once  a 

*  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  capital  stock  of 
■the  BW  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same; 
•of  the  moneys  deposited  therein;  of  /Ae  xotks  m  ciacu- 
'  LiTioK,  anaof  the  bpscib  tn  kandt  and  shall  have  a  right 
'  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of  the 
■  bank  as  shall  relate  to  tatd  aiatemait-  Provided,  That 
*this  shall  nA  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting 
*the  Rcbount  of  any  private  indivimial  or  individuals  with 
•the  bank."  ■ 

Mark,  Mr.  President,  the  phraseology  of  this  important 
article.  The  statement  to  which  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasun'  is  entitled,  extends  to  five  points,  e«ch  of  them 
essential  to  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  and  the  security  of 
tbe  public. 

1.  The  capital  stock. 

2.  Debts  due  io  tiie  bank. 
.1.  Money  in  deposite. 

4.  IMa  in  drcula^on. 

5.  Specie  on  hand. 

The  light  of  inspecting  the  books  of  the  tank,  for  the 
verification  of  the  sUtements,  extends  to  tiiese  heads,  and 
no  others.  Branch  bank  orders  are  not  included.  The 
court  at  Philadelphia  decides  that  these  opders  are  not 
notes.  Every  body  knows  tbey  are  ndt.  The  bank  knows 
it,  and  m»ke»  n«- return  of  tiiem.  Here  are  the  monthly 
statements  of  the  Uat  year  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aary.  It  is  for  the  month  of  December,  1830.  It  is  the 
last  which  has  been  communicated  to  Congress,  and 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members.. 

1.  Capital  stock,      -         -         -   134,996.269  63 

2.  Due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statet 

and  offioes,       -         -         .     18.S18,307  65 

3.  J)epo5itea,  ...  -     16,722,701  12 

4.  JVoUb  issued,        -         -         -     31,972,247  76 

5.  S^cie,  ....  10,808,047  07 
This  is  the  statement  under  the  five  heads  required. 

No  return  of  these  branch  bftnk  orders!  No  statement  at 
this  new-fangled  currency,  which  may  be  issued  to  the 
amomit  of  thirty-five  millions,  tnd  for  which  there  is 
no  responwbility  if  issued  to  the  amount  qf  thirty-five 
myriad^,  instead  of  millions.  No  return  of  tiieso  orders 
up  to  December,  1830t  yet  every  citizen  of  the  South 
and  West  knows  that  they  have  been  creeping  lind  eravl- 


ing  into  existence  nnce  tiie  year  1836.  If  any  one  says 
they  are  included  under  the  bead  of  notes,  then  it  will  be 
confessed  that  they  have  worn  a  name  which  is  not  their 
own,  and  that  they  are  smuggled  through  the  monthly 
returns  in  the  ranks  of  a  company  to  which  they  do  not 
belong.  The  directors  cannot  give  a  weekly  report  of 
these  orders;  they  can  never  tell  how  many  are  issued: 
for  the  five  and  twenty  branches  may  have  issued  five  and 
twenty  millions  since  tiie  last  return.  .  But  tbe  great  point 
is,  thaf  die  bank  is  not  obliged  to  return  them,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  no  right  to  inspect  the 
bank  books  to  ascertain  their  quantity.  It  is  this  which 
makes  the  lest  of  the  17th  article  so  fatal  to  their  legality. 
And  now  what  becomes  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Congress 
of  1816?  What  tbe  value  of  these  monthly  statements? 
What  the  utili^  of  this  national  sentinel,  this  standing 
guard,  this  permanent  supervisor,  in  the  person  of  the 
Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  over  tiie  solvenqrofthebank? 
All  vajn  and  nugatory.  His  vigilance  majr  ceasci  hisalsm 
bell  may  sleep  j  his  deep  and  dismal  toeatn  may  never  utter 
her  fearful,  direful  sound.  He  can  no  longer  see  (he  dis- 
proportion between  the  currency  in  circulation,  and  the 
specie  in  the  vaults.  Countless  millions  of  orders  may 
flow  from  the  branches;  their  beggarly  cofiers  may  have 
nothing  to  take  them  u|>;  no  returns  to  be  made;  no  right 
of  inspection;  no  liability  in  tiie  directorst  no  means  for 
the  country  to  learn  its  danger,  till  the  people  are  roused 
from  their  sleep  by  the  convulsions  of  a  nation  in  ruins — 
by  the  cries  or  national  and  indindual  bankruptcy: — hy 
the  explonons  of  a  Hrssissippi  scheme  Mid  a  South  Sck 
bubble. , 

I  proceed  to  the  application  of  another  test. 

Tne  17th  fundamental  article  contains  a  limitation  on 
the  minimum  size  of  the  mtet  to  be  issued  by  the  bank. 
The  object  of  tiie  limitation  is  obvious;  it  is  to  save  the 
counttT  from  being  afflicted  with  tlv  potiferous  drcuh- 
tion  of  a  paper  currency  below  the  amount  of  five  dollars. 
This  is  the  article: 

*'  No  note  shall  be  issued  of  less  amount  tiian  five  dxA- 
lars." 

litis  is  the  article,  the  whole  article,  and  nothing  but 
the  article.    Notes  alone  are  mentioned.  Why?  Because 

bank  notes  alone  were  to  constitute  the  currency;  the 
currency  was  the  thing  which  concerned  the  public; 
and  the  public  was  the  ward  which  the  framers  of  the 
charter  pUced  under  the  guardianstup  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury.  Bills  of  exchange  are  not  included, 
because  they  cannot  circulate;  they  cannot  enter  into 
circulation;  they  are  an  individual  transaction.  ▲  bill 
of  exchange  for  a  dolltr  may  answer  a  man's  purpose 
who  wishii  to  send  a  dbllsT  to  a  distance.  The  Bank  of 
the  United  States  may  condescend  to  sell  it  It  is  nobody's 
business.  It  does  not  annoy  the  public.  It  goes  atrugbt 
to  its  destination,  fiilfils  its  object,  performs  its  function, 
and  dies.  Tbe  article  does  not  include  bonds  under  seal, 
and  upon  credit,  because  already  limited.  It  does  not 
include  checks  and  orders,  becatise  they  are  individual 
trensactions,  and  equally  ii^vidual,  whether  drawn  by  a 
natural  or  an  artificial  jierson,  by  a  bank  president  or  a 
chimney  sweeper.  A  depo^tor  uaA  checks  and  orders. 
He  di^ws  for  tbe  money  he  has,  or  wants,  be  it  a  dollar  or 
an  eagle.  It  is  nobody's  business.  It  does  not  annoy  the 
public.  The  article  does  include  "other  contracts,"  be- 
cause, as  has  been  shown,  the^  were  to  consist  of  indi- 
vidual and  authorized  t  Ansactions,  having  nothing^  to  do 
with  the  currency,  and  enter  into  no  part  of  the  eircub- 
tion.  The  temis  of  the  liaitation  do  iMt  indude  checks 
or  orders;  tbey  cannot  apply  to  current  composed  of 
orders;  the  court  at  PhilMlelphia  deddes  that  it  does  not 
apply  to  the  orders  in  question;  their  general  decision 
covers  it,  and  their  specific  words  reach  it.  Tbey  'say 
they  may  be  in  large  sums  for  remittance,  and  in  small 
ones  fbr  currencyi  and  tiiey  might  have  carried  out  the 
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sense,  by  sayuig'  itnaller  still  for  cbui^.  Under  this  de- 
cisioo,  m%  MJik  may  ^ve  m  thirty-five  millioiu  of  national 
currency,  in  lixpcimy  bills  and  twopenny  tickets;  and 
all  these  on  such  terms  of  extendid  crcdft  as  the  bank 
chooses  to  prescribe:  for  tiie  limitation  of  sixty  days  for 
maximum  credit  has  no  »ore  application  to  these  orders 
than  the  limitation  on  the  minimum  uze. 

The  17th  action  shall  furnish  us  with  the  next  ordeal 
to  which  we  will  subject  these  orden.    It  runs  thus: 

"That  the  said  corporation  shall  no^  at  any  time,  bus- 

*  pend  or  refiue  payment  in  gold  sad  silver,  or  any  of  its 
'  BOTBs,  BiLL^  OT  OBuouioiTSt  DOT  of  My  moneys  re- 

*  ceived  upon  deposite  in  sud  bank,  or  any  of  its  offices 

*  of  discount  ana  deposite.    And  if  the  sud  corporation 

*  ^ull,  at  any  time,  refuse  or  neg^ct  to  pay,  on  demand, 
'any  hiU,  noief  or  obligation,  issued  by  the  corporation, 

*  according  to  the  laninuit  promise,  or  undertaking,  raeas- 

*  IX  BxrusBso,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de> 

*  mand  any  moneys  received  in  said  bank,  or  any  of  its 

*  offices  aforesaid,  on  depomUf  to  tlie  person  or  persons 
'  entitled  to  receive  the  stfme,  then,  and  in  eve^  such 

*  case,  the  holder  of  any  such  note,  hill,  or  abSgaiion,  or 
'  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 

*  such  moneys  aforesaid,  shall,  respectively,  be  entitled  to 

*  receive  ana  recover  interest  on  the  said  biib,  noiet,  and 
'  obt^aUmu,  or  moneyt,  until  the  same  shall  be  fully  paid 

*  ana  N^afied,  at  the  late  of  twelve  per  centum  per  an- 

*  num  from  the  time  of  such  deoiona  as  aforesaid:  Pro- 

*  tided.  That  Confess  may,  at  any  time  berealter,  enact 

*  laws  mforeing  and  regukUing  the  recovery  of  the  amount 
'  of  the  nateg,  bills,  wUgationa,  or  other  debit,  of  which 

*  payment  shall  have  been  refused  as  aforesud,  with  the 

*  rate  of  interest  above  mentioned,  vesting' jurisdiction  for 
'  tliat  purpose  in  any  courts,  eitlicr  of  law  or  equity,  of 
'  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  or  territories  thereof,  or 

*  of  the  several  States^  as  they  may  think  proper." 

This  section  has  na  application  to  a  currency  of  branch 
bank  orders.  The  enumeration  excludes  them,  for  they 
are  neither  bills,  bonds,  notes,  or  depontes{  the  enact- 
ments exclude  them,  for  they  contain  no  promise  or  un- 
dertaking for  the  payment  of  moneyt  no  such  promise  is 
expressed  therein.  The  prohibition  to  suspend  specie 
paymcDt,  the  lieht  to  sue,  and  to  recover  twelveper  cent, 
damages,  are  all  inapplicable  to  these  orders.  This  is  the 
opinion  of  the  federal  court  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  con* 
cur,  ia  thai  opinion,  with  the  court  But  tlua  nuriit  leave 
the  holders  of  the  orders  in  a  miserable  predicament. 
For  their  consolation,  then,  the  court  goes  mto  the  pro- 
wo  of  this  seventeetith  section,  which  reserves  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  legislate  furthtr  on  the  subject,  and  to 
provide  bjr  a  future  law  for  putting  "other  debts"  on  the 
same  fooUiw  witli  respect  to  non'pajrment  ^^id  double  in- 
terest, which  had  just  been  awarded  todebtsby  bill,  note, 
bond,  and  depo^te.  Can  any  thing  be  more  clear  to  mark 
the  distinction  between  the  two  classes  of  debts,  the  pub* 
lie  and  the  private,  the  currency  and  the  individual  secU' 
rities?  The  former  are  provided  fori  they  are  taVen  un- 
der the  guardianship  of  the  charter;  the  prohibition  to 
suspend  payment,  the  right  to  sue,  and  tiie  right  to  reco- 
ver double  interest  f«r  delayed  payment,  are  all  secured 
and  attached  to  themf  nothing  with  respect  to  them,  ex- 
cept to  give  adcUtional  remedie*  to  bdlitate  recovery, 
namely,  summary  judgments,  is  left  to  future  Congresses. 
Not  so  with  respect  to  the  latter  class,  the  "other  debts," 
among  which  tliis  branch  bank  currency  is  driven  to  take 
refuge.  They  arc  left  to  the  geoetul  laws  of  the  land, 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  contracting  parties.  They  are 
private  transactions,  and  the  charter  does  not  stand  guar- 
dian over  tliem.  A  provision,  m  terrortm,  only  is  made. 
Congress  is  authorized  to  provide  for  them  hereaAeri  to 
put  them  on  the  same  footing  with  the  eurrew^f  but  not 
even  to  do  that  until  after  payment  shall  have  been  re 
fused.  Now,  witlidniir  the  wlule  currency  from  the  ope- 


ration of  the  main  clause,  and  bring  it  under  the  jmmw, 
as  these  orders  are  made  to  do,  ana  what  then^  Why  the 
whole  paper  cuoeocy  of  the  bank  is  left  wthout  any 
existing  prohibition  against  sumannon  of  payment,  with- 
out any  chartered  right  in  the  holder  to  sue,  ami  without 
any  right  to  recover  twelve  per  cent,  damages  for  delayed 
payment.  The  whole  buuness  of  providing  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  sums  due  on  thi^  currency  is  left  to  future  Con- 
gresses, and  until  after  the  contingency  of  suspended  pay- 
ment shall  occur.  And  what  may  be  the  condition  of 
Congress  then?  The  same  with  ttutt^ the  British  Pailia- 
ment  in  1797,  whentheBankof  Enghmdhadmore  fiiendb 
in  power  than  the  people;  when  asuspenaonof  spede 
payments,  instead  of  being  resisted,  was  sanctioneot  ii^ 
stead  of  being  speedily  terminated,  was  prolonged  through 
twenty  yearst  when  the  whole  power  of  Govemmenl,  and  . 
of  national  legislation,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  moneyed 
oUgardijr,  alrea^  bloated  with  the  wealUi  ahd  gorged 
with  the  spoils  of  a  plundered  empire.  ^ 

The  14ui  section  of  the  charter  furnishes  the  next  or- 
deal, to  the  test  of  which  this  bwnch  bank  eurrenay  will 
be  brought.  A  main  object  in  the  establishment  of  tha 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  to  provide  a  paper  cur- 
rency in  which  the  revenues  of  the  Union  could  be  safely 
collected.  Tlli  14th  section  makes  the  bills  or  notes  of 
the  bank  receivable  for  that  purpose.   Listen  to  it: 

"  Thstthe  bills  or  notesof  the  said  corporation,  original- 

*  ly  made  payable,  or  which  shall  hanre  become  payable,  on 

■  demand,  slult  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
'  States,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress" 

Biwichbank  orders  are  not  included.  Bills  or  notes 
only  are  named.  No  other  bilhi  or  notes  are  tatended 
than  those  prescribed  and  described  in  the  12th  funda- 
mental article.  We  have  the  authority  of  the  federal 
court  in  Philadelphia  for  saying  that  these  orders  are  not 
the  bilk  or  notes  mentioned  in  the  13th  article,  and  in  4 hat 
I  sgree  with  them.  Then,  sir,  they  cannot  lie  receiv^ln 
in  payment  of  the  public  revenues!  We  tiave  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  same  court  for  saying  that  these  orders  are  not 
subject  to  the  restrictions  of  uie  chartert  and  in  that  I 
agree  with  tiiem,  and  add,  that,' not  being  subjeet  to  the 
restrsjnts,  they  are  not  to  be  entitied  to  the  privil^es  gf 
the  charter.  The  greatest  of  these  privileges — the  gne 
which  gives  credit  and  orculation  to  the  paper  currency 
of  the  bank,  wluch  almost  supersedes  the  necdkaty  of  ^>e- 
cie  capital— is  the  recavability  of  it  in  payment  of  all 
dues  to  the  Government.  And  shall  this  eouient  ppvi- 
lege  be  enjoyed  a  species  of  currency  not  subjeat  to  a 
single  restriction  m  the  charter,  even  to  the  one  which 
would  enabje  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  know 
whether  the  rSvenues  were  paid — were  bting  paid — in 
the  paper  of  a  solvent  or  insolvent  institutioof 

Tne  14th  section  Is  concluave  upon  the  exclusion  of 
these  orders  from  payments  to  the  UniteA  States.  ,  But  it 
is  not  all.  Another  clause  of  statute  law  bears  upon  the 
same  point,  and  with  equai  force  and  clearness.  It  is  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816  for  the  better  collection  of  the 
public  revenue.  This  resolution  was  made  contempora- 
neously with  the  cbaiter.  It  was  made  by  the  same  Con- 
gress, aiiid  at  the  same  session,  which  granted  the  charter. 
It  u  only  twenty  days  posterior  in  d^f  the  charter  beiiw 
approved  the  lOtb,  the  Joint  resolution  the  30th  of  April, 
1816.  Taken  as  a  legislative  interpretation,  expbuning 
the  14th  section,  or  as  a  Icgisbtive  enactment  controlling 
it,  and  it  is  equally  deci^ve  of  the  fate  of  these  ordera. 
It  will  exclude  them,  irrevocably  exclude  thenij  fnun  re- 
venue payments.    Here  it  is: 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  here- 

*  by  is,  BKVBinsD  and  oibbctxd  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
'  he  may  deem  neeeasBTy  to  oause,  as  soon  ss  may  be,  alt 

*  taxes,  duties,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be* 
•coiung  puribleto  the  United  BUte%  to  be  co'Jectcdand 

■  pud  in  the  1^  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  treasury 
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*noUtt  or  KOTU  of  the  Bink  of  the  United  Btmtes,  u  by 
*law  provided  and  decUred,  or  in  furfor  of  banks  which 
*U«  payaUe,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  sud  legal  cur- 
'  rency  of  the  United  fttatesi  and  that,  from  and  after 
*  the  twentieth  day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties, 
'  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  nn>ney,  acertling  or  befonuae 
'  payi^te  to  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  oug4it  to  be  col- 
■  lected  or  received  othenme  than  in  the  legalciirrency  of 
•theUmted  Stttei,  ortreamiynoto*  or  vorsaof  dteBank 
*ofthe  Uiuted  States,  or  in  Rofet  of  banks  which  are  pays- 
<  ble,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  aaidle^  currency  of  the 
•United  States." 

Now,  Mr.  Freaident,  if  there  is  any  power  in  words, 
any  virtue  in  language,  any  force  or  strength  in  legal 
enactmenta,  any  capacity  in  the  Congress  or  the  United 
StatcB  to  bind  the  Bank  tiS  the  Umted  Statesi  if  the  aat^ 
cam  of  ^  St^thian  is  not  true  of  this  young  republic  as 
veil  as  of  the  old  stonarchieB  to  which  it  was  applied,  thai 
laws  art  eobwebtt  tohidt  eatek  the  weak  JHea,  and  let  the 
strong  onetgv  through,  then  are  these  orders  excluded  from 
all  reTCnue  payments  t*  the  United  States.  IVi^ea  alone 
arc  receivable  under  the  joint  resolution,  and  these  orders 
are  not  notes,  nor  their  sitiulitude  or  equivalent.  Then, 
what  becomes  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Congress  of  1816  ? 
'Tbey  created  a  bank  to  issue  a  currency  lA  oe  received  in 
oU  revenue  payments^  and.  that  bank  issues  s  currency 
which  cannot  be  received,  in  a  single  instance,  mthout  vio- 
lating the  law  of  its  creation  and  of  its  contemporaneous 
exposition.  Was  the  Congress  of  1816  an  assemblage  of 
idiots  who  counteracted  and  destroyed  their  own  work  as 
tbey  made  it?  or  b  it  already  proved  that  this  bank  is  too 
powerAl  for  the  control  of  laws?  Sir,  the  Cot^resa  of 
1816  were  not  idiots.  They  were  eminent  men,  and  anx- 
ious to  accomplish  a  great  public  good;  but  they  under- 
took an  impoanbility !  they  undertook  to  bind  a  great 
moneyed  corporation !  they  stuffed  and  crammed  the  char- 
ter of  the  new  bank  with  new  and  multiplied  provisions; 
they  made  it  ftree  times  as  long  as  the  charter  of  1791; 
many  republicns  appeased  tlieir  own  jealous  spirits  by 
tUa  accimulation  of  new  modificatioMt  and  now  they 
mtut  bo  astonMied  to  see  the  bank  slip  out  of  the  whole 
of  their  restrictions  aa  euily  as  the  vernal  serpent  slips 
out  of  its  last  year's  skin. 

Yet  what  is  the  fact?  Is  the  joint  resolution  of  1816 
reqiected  Or  violated?  It  is  doubly  violated — ^I  apeak  of 
ray  own  State  with  perfect  knowledge — by  receiving  in 
pagrment  of  public  lands  titese  branch  bank  ordertt  which 
are  mbnota  of  the  Bank  of  the  lMUed€iates,  and  reject* 
ing  the  notes  of  all  the  apeue^ving  banks  in  the  Union! 
The  ezocation  of  the  remution  (it  would  sa«m)  has  been 
committed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sta!(feS{  andahe  exe- 
cuteatt,  in  the  Nortfiwest  at  least,  to  her  own  advantage,  by 
excluding  the  rwtea  of  all  other  speae-paygig  banks  which 
are  repeivable  dhder  that  resolution,  aiid  receiving  her  own 
bnuich  ordert,  which  are  not  receivable  under  it.  The 
notes  of  all  the  State  banks  are  excluded  from  reception 
in  the  Mssouri  land  offices,  even  those  of  the  States  on 
the  Lower  Missis^pi  and  in  the  South,  where  all  our  cash 
trade  finds  its  markctt  from  whence  the  mass  of  our  emi- 
grants come,  and  with  wLi^  we  have  incessant  intercourse 
and  immense  commerce.  They  are  all  excluded  fr<»n  the 
land  offices  and  from  ttie  United  States'  branch  bank,  and 
thus  become  uncutrent;  and  whatever  is  brought  there  by 
misfortune,  becomes  a  prey  to  the  brokers.  Twenly-five 
per  cent,  discount  has  been  exacted  in  St.  Louia  for  cash- 
mg  the  notes  of  the  best  State  banks  In  the  Union-  They 
will  not  pass  at  all,  except  at  a  discount  proportioned  u> 
the  wants  of  the  holder,  and  the  conscience  of  the  broker. 
The  very  night  I  left  St.  Louis  to  ctmie  onto  this  place, 
I  fell  in  company  with  a  gentleman  from  Neif  Orleans — I 
will  name  him---Colonel  Hoiwan,  the  sheriff  of  the  city, 
who  informed  me  that  he  had  m  vain  offered  the  best  Lou- 
iAma  notes  in  payawiit  of  his  expenses  and  purchases  in 


St.  Louis]  that  he  could  get  nothing  for  them  without 
large  discount,  not  even  an  empty  trunk!  And 'litis,  Mr. 
President,  is  what  is  called  jyromoting  commeree,  and  faoar- 
ing  iSVa/e  iaiiks,  and  reduang  the  raia  of  exchange/ 

Let  UB  recapituhite.  Let  us  aum  up  the  pomts  of  in- 
compatibility between  the  cRaractenstics  of  this  cur- 
rency, and  the  requisites  of  the  charter:  let  us  groupe 
and  contrast  the  fnghtfiil  features  of  their  ■flu;rant  ilte- 
galibr.  1.  Are  they  ^^ned  by  the  president  of  the  bank 
and  his  principal  cashier?  They  are  not!  3.  Are  thejr 
under  the  corporate  seal?  Not  at  all!  3.  Are  they  drawn 
in  the  name  of  the  corporation?  By  no  means!  4.  Are 
they  subject  to  the  double  limitation  of  lime  and  amount 
in  case  of  credit?  They  are  not;  they  may  exceed  sxty 
days*  time,  and  be  less  than  one  hundred  dollars.  5.  Are 
they  linutcd  to  the  minimum  nze  of  five  dollars?  Not  at 
all!  6.  Arethey  subject. to  the  stipernaion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury?  Not  in  the  least!  7.  The  prohi- 
bition against  suspending  specie  pwnents?  .  They  arc 
not  subiect  to  it!  8.  The  penalty  of^ double  interest  for 
delayed  payment?  Not  subject  to  it!  9.  Are  they  pay- 
able where  issued?  Not  at  all,  neither  by  their  own 
terms,  nor  by  any  law  applicable  to  them!  10.  Arethey 
payable  at  other  branches?  So  far  from  it,  tbatthcy  were 
mvented  to  avoid  such  payment!  11.  Are  tiiey  transfer- 
able by  delivery?  No;  by  endorsement!  13.  Are  thegr 
receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues?  So  far  from  it, 
that  they  are  twice  excluded  from  such  payments  by  poH- 
tive  enactments!  13.  Are  the  directors  luble  for  exces- 
Bve  issues?  Not  at  all!  14.  Has  the  holder  a  right  to 
sue  at  the  branch  which  issues  the  order'  No,  nr,  he 
has  a'i%ht  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  sue  the  directors 
there!  a  right  about  equivalent  to  the  privilege  of  going 
to  Mecca  to  sue  the  successors  of  Mahomet  for  the  bone* 
of  the  prophet!  Fourteen  points  of  contrariety  and  (Uf- 
ference.  Not  a  feature  of  the  ebarter  in  the  &ces  of  these 
orders.  Every  mark,  acontrast;  every Uneament,  acon- 
tradiction;  all  announcing,  or  rather  denouncing,  to  the 
world  the  poutive  ftct  of  a  spurious  prt^ny ;  the  incon- 
testable evidence  of  an  illegitimate  and  bastard  issue. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Frerident,  brouf^t  this  braiudi  bank 
currency  to  test  of  several  provisions  in  the  charter, 
not  all  of  them,  but  a  few  which  are  vital  and  decinve. 
The  currency  fiab  at  every  test;  and  upDti  this  failure  1  pre- 
dicate an  argument  of  its  total  illegality.  Thus  far  I  have 
spoken  upon  the  charter,  and  have  proved  that  if  this  cur- 
rency can  prevul,  that  instrument,  with  all  its  restrictions 
and  limitations,  its  jealous,  prohibitory  constitution,  and 
meltiplied  enactments  for  the  safety  of  the  public,  is  no- 
tiUngbutablankpieee«fpaperbitne  hands  of  the  hank. 
I  will  nov  have  recourse  to  anotiier  ebw  of  arguments — 
a  class  extrinnc  to  the  charter,  but  close  to  the  subject — 
int^pensable  to  fair  examination,  and  directly  beaiii^ 
upon  the  illegal  character  of  this  currency. 

1.  In  the  nrst  place,  I  must  inust  that  these  orders  can- 
not pOBcdbty  serve  for  currency,  because  thev  are  subject 
to  tbt  law  of  endorsable  paper.  The  law  wnich  governs 
all  such  paper  ia  too  universally  known  to  be  'enlarged 
upon  hcK.  Presentation  for  acceptance  and  payment, 
notice  of  defiuilt  in  dther,  prompt  return  of  the  dtdio- 
nored  paper,  and  all  this  witti  rigorous  punctuality,  and  a 
loss  of  recourse  for  the  slightest  delay  at  any  ppiSit,  are 
the  leading  features  of  this  law.  Now  it  is  too  obvious 
that  no  paper  subject  to  the  law  of  endorsement  can  an- 
swer the  purposes  of  circulation .  It  will  die  on  the  bands 
of  the  holders  while  paa«ng  from  one  to  another,  instead 
of  going  to  the  place  of  payment.  Nov  it  is  incontesta- 
ble that  these  or4ers  are  instruments  negotiable  by  en- 
dorsement, and  by  endorsement  alone.  Whether  issued 
under  the  charter,  or  under  the  general  laws  of  the  land, 
they  are  still  subject  to  the  law  of  endorsable  paper. 
They  are  the  same  f  n  either  case  as  if  drawn  by  one  citizen 
opoD  anoUier.   And  Ois  is  a  point  vriiidi  I  mean  to  make 
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clear:  for  mai>y  wrorthy  people  believe  there  ii  some  pe- 
culiar law  for  bank  paper,  which  takes  it  oiit  of  the  ope- 
,  ntion  (rf*  the  g«nend  lawi  of  the  land.  Not  so  the  iact. 
The  twdMi  fundamental  altida  of  tiie  bank  coiutitution 
dedarea  tiiat  the  bills  or  notes  to  be  issued  by  the  bank 
shall  be  negotiable  in  tiie  aame  manner  as  if  nstied  by  a 
prnatt  penoiir  tliat  is  to  say,  those  payable  to  a  named 
person  or  his  order,  by  tndm-iement,  in  like  manner  and 
with  the  Hhe  eff^  as  foreign  bills  oP  exchange;  and  those 
made  payaWe  to  bearer  shall  be  nerotiable  by  deiivery 
ak»et  In  the  same  manner,  we  may  add,  as  a  silver  dollar. 
So  mudi  fiv  these  orders,  if  drawn  under  the  charter^ 
■f  not  drawn  under  it,  they  are  then  ianied  under  the 
general  law  of  the  land,  or  without  any  law  at  all.  Taken 
either  under  the  charter  or  out  of  it,  it  comes  tn  the  same 
point,  nameJy,  that  these  orders  are  subject  to  the  same 
law  as  if  drawn  by  one  private  person  upon  another. 
This  b  enough  to  fix  thehf  character,  ana  to  condemn 
them  as  &  circulating;  medium^  it  is  enou^  for  the  peo- 
ple to  knowf  far  ev&j  dtizen  knows  cnoufirh  of  law 
to  citiMi*e  tlie  legal  value  of  an  vnaeeepfed  order,  drawn 
upon  a  man  five  hundred  or  one  thousand  miles  off! 
But  it  has  the  word  bearer  on  the  back!  Yes,  sir,  and 
why  not  on  the  face  as  easily  as  on  the  back  ^  Our  school- 
timc  acquaintance,  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  from 
COTk,  With  his  coat  buttoned  behind,  had  a  sensible,  and, 
I  wiU  add,  a  lawful  reason  for  arraying-  himself  in  that 
grotesque  habiliment;  but  what  reason  can  the  bank  have 
for  puttiap  bearer  on  the  back  of  the  fmier,  where  it  has 
no  effect  upon  its  negfotiable  character,  and  omitting^  it  on 
the  bee,  whei«  iMrould  have  governed  that  character, 
and  secured  to  the  ht^er  all  the  facilities  for  the  prompt 


wHh  tbebcGef  that  tfiey  are  bandlifiga  dbrrency  which  may 
at  any  tune  he  c<^eeted  without  proo^  trouble,  or  delay, 
whaein  reality  it  is  ■  currency  which  reserves  to  the  bank 
all  tiie  legal  defences  which  can  be  set  np  to  prevent  the 
recovery  of  a  parcel  of  old,  unaccepted,  unpresented, 
unauthorized  bills  of  exchange. 

2.  I  take  a  second  exception  to  these  orders  as  a  cur- 
rency. It  is  this,  that  being  once  paid,  they  are  done 
with.  A  note  transferable  by  delivery,  may.be  reissued, 
And  Ha  payment  demanded  again,  and  ao  on  forever.  But 
a  biU  of  ABchange,  or  any  paper  subject  to  the  same  law 
with  a  bill  of  exchange,  »  meapabie  of  reissue,  and  is 
payable  but  cmce.  The  payment  once  made,  extinguishes 
the  debtf  the  paper  which  evidenced  it  is  dead  in  law,  and 
cannot  be  resuscitated  by  any  act  of  the  parties.  That  pay- 
ment can  be  plead  in  bar  to  any  fiiture  action.  This  law  ap- 
plies to  checks  and  otders  as  well  as  to  bills  of  exehangei  it 
aPPUm  to  bank  checka  and  orders  as  well  aa  to  those  Sf  pri- 
vane  peraona^  and  this  ^legation  alone  would  annihilate 
ererj-  pretennon  of  these  branch  bank  orders  to  the  cha- 
racter of  ciuren^. 

3.  I  take  a  third  objection  to  this  constructive  currency. 
It  IS  ttus,  Aat  these  orders  are  not  evidenced  by  any  act 
or  ngn  wtuch  can  import  the  assent  of  the  corporators  to 
their  tane,  or  bind  the  corporate  effects  for  the  payment 
of  -  iBoney.  The  Bank  of  the  United  StiUes  is  a  corpora- 
tion aggregate!  it  is  competed  of  various  members;  and 
the  assents  of  these  members  can  only  be  evidenced,  and 
their  eflfcts  bound,  bymodesof  acting  known  to  the  Isw. 
The  common  seal  is  the  evidence  of  assent  at  ctHnmon 
law;  Bgnstures  of  nataind  persons  are  sometimes,  and  in 
some  instances,  substituted  by  statifte.  Thus  it  is  with 
the  Bank  of  -the  United  Stat^  The  seal  is  to  be  used  in 
some  eases;  ri^fnatiires  in  otiiers.  Bonds  are  to  be  sealed, 
not  rignedj  bills  or  notea  are  to  be  signed,  not  sealed. 
Hie  conuRoo  seal  i*  the  general  mode  of  e^dendng  the 
acts    the  corfifmaiont  signaturesare  tbeezoeption,  uid 

*     Vox-  vni.— 9 


can  only  be  used  as  the  substitute  for  the  seal  in  the  cases 
specified  inthe  exception.  The  words  of  the  charter  in  the 
twelfth  article  are  pregnant  with  law  meaning,  and  im- 
pMt  a  clear  declaration  that  without  a  statutory  substitute 
the  common  seal  would  be  necessary  ts  bmd  the  corporate 
eil^ts.  The  words  are  these:  *'  The  bills  or  notes  ngn- 
*ed  bpr  Ac  prendent,  and  counteraigned  by  the  principal 
'  cashier  or  the  treasurer,  sAAougA  not  under  the  seal  of  the 
'  gmd  eorjtoratim,  ^laU  be  binding  and  oblieaUtry  upon  the 
'aame."  This  is  law,  not  law  enacted,  butlaw  recognised 
by  the  charter.  The  seal  must  be  used  where  the  sub- 
stitute is  not  allowed,  and  when  used  it  is  the  equivalent 
of  the  seal,  and  no  more.  Now  let  us  see  how  ftr  a  seal  is 
necessary  in  the  acts  of  a  corporation  aggregate.  Let  us 
refer  to  books. 

Sir  William  Blackstone  says-. 

**  Corporations  have,  as  incident  to  them,  a  common 

*  seal.  For  a  corporation,  being  an  invisible  body,  cannot 
'  matufest  its  intention  by  any  personal  act  or  oral  dis- 
'coursei  it,  therefore,  acts  and  speaks  only  by  its  eom- 
<mon  seal.  For  though  the  particular  members  may 
'  express  their  private  consents  to  any  act  by  words,  or  sign- 

*  ins  their  names,  ^  thie  doea  not  bind  (he  eorpordiani 

*  it  18  the  fixing  the  seal,  and  that  only,  which  unites  the 
'several  assents  of  the  individuals  who  compose  the  com- 

*  munity,  and  makes  one  joint  consent  of  the  whole.*' 

So  says  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  and  the  uniform,  unin- 
terrupted current  of  the  adjudged  cases  bears  him  out. 
I  hold  it  to  be  clear  law  that  the  seal  must  be  used  where 
the  statutory  substitute  is  not  allowed.  I  do  not  go  into 
trifles;  for  1  know  it  is  admitted,  in  the  same  cases  that  a 
corporation  may  act  in  a  small  matter;  for  example,  may 
servant,  or  employ  a  cook,  or  a  butler,  without 


and  easy  recovery  of  the  contents  of  a  paper  transferable  retain  a 

by  mere  delivery^    The  only  effect  of  this  preposterous  seal;  but  where  an  interest  is  to  be  vested  or  divested  in 
or  cunninr  endorsement  must  be  to  bamboozle  the  igno> 
nyit— pama  die  low  word,  nr — to  bamboozle  the  i^oran  t 


or  out  of  a  corporation^  the  evideiKS  of  the  common  seal, 
ur  the  statutoi^  substitute,  is  in^spcnsable.  I  know, 
also,  that  there  is  a  reference,  between  brackets,  stuffed 
into  Matthew  Bacon's  abtidgment,  which  seems  to  the 
contrary  in  tiie  case  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  issuing 
her  bills  or  notes;  but  the  contrariety  is  in  the  seeming 
only;  the  reported  case  in  Peere  Williams  proves  the 
necessity  of  the  seal.  But  the  elucidation  of^  this  point 
belongs  to  the  next  head  of  objection,  and  I  will  pass  it 
over  ror  the  present  I  assume  the  law  to  be  incontro- 
vertible, that  a  corporation  cannot  be  boiuid  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money  except  byitscommon  seal  or  the  statutory 
substitute ;  and  these  branch  bank  orders  hsving  neither, 
being  without  the  Impression  of  the  common  seal,  and 
without  the  signatures  of  the  officers  which  was  to  make 
them  binding  anfl  obUgatory  upon  the  corporation,  at- 
though  not  under  their  seal,  I  hold  them  to  be  illegal. 

4.  I  take  a  fourth  objection  to  these  currency  orders, 
extrinsic  to  the  charter.  It  is  this:  That  the  orders  are 
not  drawn  in  the  emporate  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  A  corporation,  t/tr.  Prendent,  must  have  a  name, 
as  well  as  a  natural  person.  If  is  an  artificial  person,  con- 
stituted of  a  great  number  of  natural  persons,  always 
varying.  The  individual  natnesof  the  corporators  cannot 
be  used;  but  a  name  must  be  used,  and  that  name  can  be 
no  other  than  that  which  is  bcsfbwed  upon  it  by  the  foun- 
der or  the  Legislature;  and  this  name  must  be  used  in  all 
corporate  acts.  Sign  who  may,  affix  the  seal  who  may, 
still  the  pronriKmade,  theact^  the  matter,  the  thingd(»te, 
or  promised  to  be  done,  must  be  done  or  promised  in  the 
name  of  tiie  corporation.  By  that  name  tt  nnist  call  and 
it  must  answer;  sue  and  be  sued;  buy  and  sell;  have  fcnd 
hold;  give  and  take;  bind  and  loose.  Slight  variations, 
as  of  a  letter  or  a  sellable,  may  be  tolerated  in  the  case 
of  ancient  corporations  whose  oripn  is  not  known;  but 
no  variation  is  permitted  in  the  case  of  modern  corpon- 
tiom^  whose  origin  is  within  flie  memoiy  of  man,  that  is 
to  say,  legal  memoir,  whidi  dates  from  the  first  of  Richard 
II.   So  say  all  the  ooolu.   Let  tM  see  tome  at  tbem. 
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Lord  Coke,  in  his  tenth  report: 

' '  The  name  of  incfffporatioii  is  a  proper  name,  or  name  of 

■  baptiamt  and,  therefore,  when  a  private  founder  gives  his 

*  culcge  or  ho^ital  a  name,  he  does  it  only  as  a  |;odfi^er, 

*  and  by  that  same  aame  tlie  King  baptizes  the  mctwpora- 

'tion." 

Sir  WiUiam  Blaclutone,  in  his  commentaries: 
"  When  a  corporation  is  created,  a  name  must  be  given 
'  lo  itj  and  by  tbat  name  aloitk  it  must  sue  and  be  sued,  and 

*  do  all  legal  actst  though  a  very  minute  variation  therein  is 

*  not  material.  Such  a  name  is  the  very  being  of  its  constitu- 
'tiont  and,  though  it  is  the  will  of  the  King  that  createathe 
'  corporation,  yet  the  name  U  the  knot  ofits  combination, 

*  without  which  it  could  notperforro  its  ewTMni/e  functions." 

Matthew  Bacon,  in  his  abridgment: 
"There  is  a  difference  between  an  ancient  corpora- 
'tion,  and  a  corporation  newly  created;  for  an  ancient 

*  corporation,  In/  uM,  may  have  a  special  name  differing  in 
•substance!  but  otlierwise  of  a  corporation  created  within 

*  memoiT)  for  this  regularly  can  only  have  the  name  by 
'  wUdi  It  Is  instituted." 

So  lay  the  English  books.  What  says  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Has  it  failed  to  give  a 
namc^  or  has  it  granted  a  dispensation  of  its  ui<e^  Nei- 
ther. It  has  ^ven  a  name;  and  it  has  ordered  that  name 
to  be  used.  The  seventh  secUonla  wholly  taken  up  with  this 
matter.  It  dechu-es  the  name  of  the  corporation  to  be: 
*' 7%e  Prmdent,  Directon,  and  Company  of  the  Sank  of  Ihe 
'  VmUd  J^ata."    This  is  the  name.   Now  for  the  use. 

And  by  tut  name  dull  be,  and  hereby  ar^  made  able 

*  and  capable  in  Uw,  to  have,  fcc.,  to  sell,  &c.,  to  sue,  &c., 
'  to  make  and  use  a  common  seal,  &c.,  to  or^n  by-laws, 

*  &c.,  and  generally  to  do  and  execute  ail  and  singular 

■  the  aeU,  maitertf  and  things  which  to  than  it  shall  or  may 

*  appertain  to  do,  &c." 

This  is  corroboration,  Mr.  Premdent,  instead  of  dispen- 
mtion,  of  die  common  law.  And  now,  sir,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  I.  see  the  advocates  of  this  order 
currency  penned  up  in  the  same  narrow  comer  in  which 
I  placed  them  half  an  hour  ago,  and  from  which,  I  appre- 
hend, they  will  never  come  forth.  They  must  say  dtat 
the  issue  of  this  currency  is  not  an  aet,  ia  not  a  matter^  is 
not  a  thing,  appertiuning  to  the  bank  to  do,  and,  therefore, 
need  notte  done  in  the  name  of  the  corporation.  They 
must  say  this,  or  |pve  up  the  question.  For  these  orders 
are  not  dnwn  in  the  name  of  the  corp(H«1ion»  nor  upon 
it.  The  namtt  of  the  corporation,  the  baptismal  name  of 
the  artificial  person,  begot  by  the  kkigly  power  of  the 
Congress  of  1816,  ' '  the  president,  directors,  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotes,"  is  not  upon  the  paper, 
neither  as  drawer  or  drawee,  payer  or  payee,  endorser 
or  endorsee;  no,  not  even  as  an  acceptor  in  the  character 
of  friend,  to  save  the  honor  of  the  drawer.  And  I  hold 
this  currency,  for  that  single  reason  alone,  to  be  invalid 
and  illegali  as  much  so  as  the  acta  of  this  Congress  would 
be  if  made  in  the  name  of  th*  District  of  Columbia,  instead 
of  the  name  of  tha  United  States  of  America,  and  ngned 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  instead  of  the  pretiding  officers 
of  the  two  Houses  and  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Sutes. 

But  the  federal  court  in  •Philadelphia  has  decided,  and 
that,  as  it  would  seem;  upon  the  authority  of  the  case  of 
the  Kinj*  nt.  Bigg,  that  bank  currency  may  be  isaued  by 
agents,  and  tbat  these  agents  may  be  appointed  at  the  will 
of  the  bank,  and  without  seal,  and  that  the  court  will 
presume  tfieae  to  be  agents  whose  orders  have  been  paid. 
We  will  see  that  case,  not  in  Ist  Sir  John  Strange,  where 
it  is  briefly  and  imperfectly  reported,  but  in  3d  Peere 
Williams,  where  the  whole  case  is  fully  shown.  It  was  a 
criminal  case,  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  as  &r  back  as  the 
year  iriT.    The  indictment  set  forth, 

"That,  on  the  19tti  day  of  February,  17X4»  utd  long 
'  before,  one  Joshua  Adanw  was  entrusted  and  employed 

*  by  the  governta*  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 


*  to  ugn  notes  for  the  said  company  for  the  payment  of 
<  money  by  them  payable;  and,  aflerwardi^  the  aame  day 

*  and  ye»r,  the  said  Joshua  Aduns,  being  so  entrusted  and 

*  empowered  by  the  SMd  company,  did  make  a  certain 
'  note  under  lua  own  hand,  and  ngned  by  luraself,  m  be- 

*  half  of  the  said  company  of  tiie  Bank  of  England,  did 

*  promise  to  pay  to  Mr.  James  White,  or  bearer,«ne  hun- 

*  dred  pounoa  sterling  on  demsndi  that,  aflerwards,  on 
'  the  22d  day  of  February,  1714,  the  sum  of  ninety 
'  pounds  sterling,  on  behalf  of  the  said  company  of  the 

*  Bank  of  Englund,  part  of  the  said  one  bunored  pound* 
'  sterlii^,  was  paid  to  the  bearer  of  the  note*  and  that 
'  payment  eBd<Hied  on  the  notet  that  the  sud  jclin 

'  erased  Uie  endmsement,"  &c.  with  the  usual  averments. 

The  jury  brought  in  a  special  verdict,  finding  every 
thing  as  laid  in  the  Indictment,  and  two  additional  facta, 
namely,  fint,  that  Joshua  Adams's  appcuntment  was  not 
under  the  common  seal  of  the  companyj  and,  eetontUy, 
that  the  endorsement  was  written,  not  upon  the  back,  but 
upon  the  &ce  of  the  note.  Upon  this  special  verdict  the 
judgment  of  all  the  judgca  at  Sergeants  Inn,  Fleet  street 
was  talcen  upon  solemn  argument.  The  main  queadoB 
was  on  the  validity  of  A&uns's  appointment  witbmt  seal, 
and  the  decisi<m  was  in  favor  of  that  validityt  not  that  the 
seal  was  unnecessary,  but  that  the  court  would  presume  it 
to  have  been  used;  that  the  court  would  not  look  into  that 
fact;  for  it  would  not  be  allowed  tbat  the  bauk  should  free 
itself  from  the  payment  of  notes  ugned  by  its  a^nt,  by 
showing  that  they  had  made  an  irregular  app^itment. 
Here  ia  the  ai^^imient  on  which  the  decision  biroed. 

"  In  an  action  brought  against  the  bank  upon  a  twU  or 
'  note  «^ed  by  Adams,  when  it  sliall  be  proved  tbat 
'  Adams  is  an  agpni  entrusted  by  the  bsnk,  and  has  been 

*  used  to  «gn  bills  and  notea,  which  from  time  to  time 
'  have  been  duly  paid  and  answered  by  the  bankt  this  i» 
'  evidence,  and  wul  carry  with  it  the  highest  presumption 

*  that  Adams  was  toD/u%  authorized  to  to  diH«A 

*  quently,  authorizedundertAe'eommimteattmiaX^btmmfi 

*  tune  it  may  be  imposable  for  a  third^eison,  that  sues  di» 

*  bill  or  note,  to  produce  such  wttionty  under  the  ccmmm 

*  aeaiofthebank/  audit  would  be  unreasonable  in  the  court 

*  to  put  him  upon  it,  in  regard  the  same  does  not  belong 

*  to  him;  yet,  uponsuchevKlence,itshall  bepreiuin«//A«i< 
■  Adama  toot  toetl  authorixed  under  the  common  teal  tn  sign 
'  such  bills  or  notes,  and,  consetjuently,  th^  will  be  good." 

This  is  the  case  upon  which,  from  the  smihrily  of  lan- 
guage and  sentiment,  the  opinion  ^  the  federal  court  in 
Philadelphia  seems  to  have  turned;  all  tbat  part  of  at 
least,  which  went  to  support  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  State* 
in  employing  agents  to  issue  currency,  and  mal^g  the 
bank  liable  tor  ttie  currency  so  issued.  It  seems  to  sup- 
port the  court,  but  cogivmcere  eaum  rerun* — to  know  the 
causes  of  things-— is  as  indispensable  in  the  science  of  the 
law,  as  it  is  denrable  in  the  mysteries  ef  nature.  Now^ 
sir,  observe  with  what  ease  one  nn^e  word  will  dumg* 
the  whole  direction  of  Bin's  case,  will  take  it  from  tlie 
court,  and  turn  it  agunst  the  court,  and  annihilate  all  ttic 
pretenuons  of  the  United  States'  bank  to  issue  currency 
through  agents.  The  case  of  Big^  turned  upon  Britislt 
statute  law;  upon  an  act  of  Parhament  made  in  1697,  in 
amendment  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  such 
aa  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  s|>plied  for  here  ud 
could  not  obtun.   TMsis  the  clause: 

"Hutt  tlie  fot^ng  or  counteifeiting  trf*  the  comiBon 

*  seal  of  said  corporation  of  the  governor  and  company. 

*  or  of  any  sealed  bank  bill  made  or  give  n  out  in  the  name 

*  of  the  said  governor  and  company,  for  the  payment  of 
'  any  sum  of  money,  or  of  any  hank  note  of  any  sort  wh^- 
'  ever,  aigned  for  the  aaid  governor  and  company  of  the 
'  Bank  of  England,  or  the  iJtering  or  rasing  any  endors*- 
'  ment  onany  bank  bill  or  note  of  any  sort,  ^all  h^  and 

*  ia  hereby,  declared  and  ac^udged  to  he  hung*  without 
'benefit  of  clergy*" 
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TiuB  W  die  act  nader  wbich  Big:;  was  indicted.  The 
note  which  he  wta  charged  with  altering-,  or  rather  eras- 
ing a  credit  from  it,  vas  ngned  by  Joshua  Adams,  and 
Adams  was  appointed  nnder  the  clause  which  authorized 
the  Bank  of  Kn^and  to  get  their  notes  tigned  for  the  com- 
•panjf.  Having  a  right  to  ugn  notes  by  an  agent,  and  the 
notes  signed  by  Adams  for  the  company  ha?ing  been  al- 
ways pud  at  bank,  the  court  would  not  look  into  his 


mppointiBeQtt  they  would  presume  1^  to  be  Uie  agent  of  th£tenire,  adnnce  a  step  fiuther,  mi  lay  open  the  rea- 


the  bank,  and  to  be  duly  appointedt  i*>  under  seal. 
Now,  apply  this  to  the  branch  bank  presidents.  Who 
authorixed  them  to  sign  the  currency  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United.  States^  Where  is  the  statute  giving  the  bank 
power  to  use  a^nts  for  signing^  lliere  is  none.  The 
power  was  applied  for  in  1831,  and  refuacdi  and  now  it 
must  require  a  power  of  presumption,  equal  to  the  power 
of  Icgi^^km.  to  presume  that  the  branch  bank  presidents 
are  ^nts  «  the  United  Statoi'  bank  to  sign  cutreney, 
whoi  the  bank  u  not  allowed  to  hsTe  any  i^nt  at  all  for 
such  a  purpose. 

nie  case  oC  Bigg,  Mr.  President,  shows  five  points  of 
difference  between  the  notes  he  signed  and  these  branch 
bank  orders,  and  every  point  fatal  to  tlie  orders. 

F!nt.  The  Bank  of  Enriand  hadslatutwy  authority  to 
i^point  snagcBt  to  rign  tbnrnoteat  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  no  such  authority  with  reflect  to  their  currency . 

Seeondkf.  Hie  went  of  die  Bank  of  Ei^^and  only  sign- 
ed  the  notest  the  brsnch  bank  prevdento  boA  sign  and 
inoe  these  orders. 

T^inUj/.  The  Bank  of  England's  agent  signed  the  notes 
tar  and  in  behalf  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
,  Bank  of  Enf^and;  the  branch  bank  presidents  rign  in 
their  own  name%  and  on  their  own  account. 

/WtUy.  TTie  notes  ngned  by  Adams  were  drawn  in 
the  corporate  name  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  con- 
tained the  promise  of  the  governor  and  company  of  that 
bank,  by  their  corporate  style  and  name,  to  pay  the 
BiDCMBM  of  the  note  to  the  bearer,  on  demand:  the  orders 
in  question  are  not  drawn  in  the  corporate  name  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statesj  they  contain  no  promise  or  ac- 
ceptance  of  the  presden^  directory  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  pay  any  thing,  to  any  body, 
at  any  time  whatever. 

Fifikfy.  Titt  notes  ugned  by  Adams  were  the  real 
promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  such  as  the 
charter  expresdy  authorized  the  bank  to  issue  for  curren- 
cy; these  orders,  ngned  and  issued  by  the  branch  bank 
presidents,  are  not  authorised  to  be  issued  as  currency  by 
any  clause  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  these  five  pmits  of  difference,  each  of  them  nus- 
tuned  in  point  of  fiict,  1,  hj  the  indictment  i^inat  Bigg; 
2,  by  the  special  verdict;  3,  by  the  arniment  before  the 
court;  4,  bythe  act  of  Parliament  of  1697;  and,  5,  by  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  I  must  insist  that  ibc  case  of  Bigg 
h  most  complete  and  perfect  authority  for  the  con- 
demnation of  this  branch  bank  currency,  which  the  wit  of 
'  man  could  have  devised.  Tes,  sir,  it  is  omnipotent.  It 
opens  a  battery  of  thunder  and  lightning  upon  the  Phila- 
delphia decinon.  It  pulverizes  that  £eision.  Tet  the 
bank  is  triumphant!  eanies  all  before  iti  It  bestrides, 
as  a  Coloasus,  the  prostrate  charter  which  Congress  gave 
it.  It  claps  a  foot  upon  a  word  here,  and  a  phrase  there 
— rears  her  gigantic  form  above  all  law,  and  boldly  places 
an  empire  at  ttefianoe !  And  yet  there  are  people  to  talk 
about  new  restrictions  to  bind  this  gigantic  power;  as  if  it 
was  in  die  destiny  of  man  that  the  weaker  Aould  ever 
bind  the  stronger  partv.  No,  airi  Ve  are  engaged  with 
the  reel  presence  of  tbat  ftbled  monster — once  believed 
to  be  the  fkbulousereation  of  frenzied  poets— that  monster 
a^ch  no  art  nor  power  could  ever  bind!  which  changed 
his  form,  at  will,  from  man  to  beast — (roxa  lion  to  serpent 
—from  serpent  to  water — from  a  river  of  flowing  water  to 


cciving  them,  the  grasp  and  catch  of  every  chain  that  was 

thrown  upon  htm. 

Mr.  Fremden^  tlua  finishes  my  argument  to  show  the 
illegality  of  this  species  of  currency;  and  believing  the 
bet  of  this  illegality  to  be  folly  and  incontrovertibly 
estaMished,  I  might  here  terminate  my  labor,  and  rest  my 
case.  But,  sir,  I  deem  nothing  in  human  operations  suffi- 
ciently known  until  the  reasons  of  it  are  known.    I  will. 


sons  and  causes  for  the  invenHon  of  these  branch  bank 
orders,  and  for  their  imporition  upon  the  public,  to  the 
exclu«on,  in  many  States,  of  the  lawfol  promissory  notes 
of  the  president,  ttirectors,  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  To  do  this  I  shall  have  recourse  to 
evidence,  not  to  aigument;  and  to  make  tiiat  evidence  the 
more  eanly  intelligible,  I  will  rapidly  review  the  three 
great  points  of  histmy  in  the  career  m  this  bank;  namely, 
1.  tts  apparent  but  dulusive  prosperi^  at  the  startj  3.  Its 
sw^n  engulfment  in  the  vortex  of  bankniptcy;  3.  Its  ap- 
parent but  delunve  prosperity  now. 

The  bank  went  into  operation  with  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1817t  established  eighteen  branches,  half  a  dozen  of 
whieh  in  the  South  and  Westi  issued  its  own  notes  freely, 
and  made  large  issues  of  notes  Disable  at  all  these  branch- 
es. The  course  of  trade  earned  the  branch  notes  of  the 
South  and  West  to  the  Nortbeart;  and  nothing  in  the  course 
of  trade  brouriit  them  back  to  the  West.  They  were 
payable  in  all  demands  to  the  Federal  Government:  mer- 
chants in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston  received 
them  in  payment  of  goods,  and  gave  them — not  back  again 
in  payment  of  Southern  and  Western  produce — but  to  the 
collectors  of  the  customs-  Become  the  money  of  the 
Government,  the  bank  had  to  treat  them  at  cam.  The 
fourteenth  section  of  die  charter  made  them  receivable  ui 
all  payments  to  the  Government,  and  another  clause  re- 
quirea  the  bank  to  transfer  the  moneys  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  any  point  ordered;  these  two  clauses  (the  transfer 
clause  being  harmless  without  the  receiving  one  contained 
in  the  fourteenth  section)  laid  the  bank  under  the  obliga- 
tion to  cash  all  the  notes  of  all  the  branches  wherever  pre- 
sentedf  for,  if  she  did  not  do  it,  she  would  be  ordered  to 
transfer  the  notes  to  the  pUce  where  they  were  payable, 
and  then  to  transfer  the  silver  to  the  place  where  it  was 
wantedt  and  both  these  operations  she  had  to  perform  at 
her  own  expense.  The  southern  and  western  branch 
notes  flowed  to  the  Northeast;  die  gold  and  silver  of  the 
South  and  West  were  ordered  to  ftSlow  them;  and,  in  a 
little  while,  the  specie  of  the  South  and  West  was  tnuts- 
fe  rred  to  the  Northeast ;  but  the  notes  went  bster  on  horses 
and  in  mail  stages  than  the  ulvcr  could  go  in  wagons;  and 
the  parent  bank  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  branches  in  New 
York  and  Boston,  exhausted  by  the  double  operation  of 
providing  for  their  own,  and  for  southern  and  western 
branch  notes  besides,  were  on  the  point  of  stopping  pay- 
ment at  the  end  of  twq.  years.  Mr.  Cheves  then  came 
into  the  presidency;  he  stopped  the  issue  of  southern  and 
western  branch  paper,  and  saved  the  bank  from  insotveo- 
cy!  Application  was  then  made  to  Congress  to  repeal 
the  fourttenth  section  of  the  charter,  and  diua  relieve  the 
bank  from  this  obligation  to  cash  its  notes  eveir  where. 
Coagresi  refused  to  do  so.  Application  was  maae  at  the 
same  time  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  twelflh  fondamcntal  al>- 
ttcle  of  the  constitution  of  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  preadent  and  principal  cashier  of  the  parent 
bank  from  the  labor  of  signing  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes. 
Congress  rthued  that  application  also.  And  here  every 
thing  rested  while  Mr.  Ctieves  continued  president.  The 
soudiem  and  western  brandies  ceased  to  do  business  as 
banks.-  no  bank  notes  or  bills  were  seen  but  those  bearing 
tlie  signatures  of  the  present  and  his  principal  cashier, 
and  none  of  these  payable  at  southern  and  western 
branches.    The  profits  of  the  stockholders  became  iocon- 


a  cohnan  ocbluing  firei  anddius  eluded,  in  the  aet  of  re-  .mderable,  and  the  prospect  of  a  renewed  charter  was  lost 
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in  the  actual  view*  of  tlie  inactivity  and  uaelessness  of 
the  bank  in  the  Soutli  and  West.  Mr.  Cheves  retired. 
He  withdrew  from  an  inatitution  be  bad  saved  from  bank- 
ruptcy,  but  which  he  coukl  not  render  useful  to  the  South 
and  West)  aodthen ensuedaaet  of  operationsfor  enabling- 
the  bank  to  do  the  things  which  Congren  had  refused  to 
do  for  it;  that  is  to  say,  to  avoid  tite  operaUon  of  the  four- 
teenth section,  and  so  much  of  the  twelM  fundamental 
article  as  related  to  the  signature  of  ttie  notes  and  bills  of 
the  bank.  These  operations  resulted  in  the  invention  of 
the  bnmA  bank  oritrs.  Tliese  orders,  now  flooding  tlie 
coiuitTv,  circulatinft  as  notes,  and  coopered  every  where 
as  gold  and  rilver,  (because  they  are  wolmtarUj/  cashed  at 
several  branches  and  aroneow^  received  at  every  land 
office  and  custom4uiuse,)  liave  given  to  the  bank  its  pre- 
sent apparent  prosperity,  its  temporary  popularity,  and 
il«  delusive  cry  of  a  sound  and  uniform  currency.  This 
is  my  narrative;  an  appalling  one,  it  must  be  admitted;  but 
let  it  sQuid  for  nothing  if  not  sunned  by  the  proof.  Here, 
then,  is  the  proof ! 

Mr.  Chkvxs's  Rxponr.— £x^n«fe— 1832. 
"  The  bank  immediately  upon  its  commencement  did  a 

*  very  extennve  business,  imported  vast  sums  of  specie, 

*  paid  its  notes  and  those  of  tlie  offices  (without  reference 

*  to  the  places  where  they  were  payable)  at  the  bank,  and 
'  all  the  principal  offices  north  of  the  Potomac,  while  they 

*  were  (under  the;  charter)  necessarily  received  every 

■  where  in  payment  of  debts  to  the  Government  of 

*  the  United  States;  and  drafts  were  pven,  without 

*  limit,  on  the  parent  bank,  and  on  the  northern  offices, 

*  by  the  western  offices,  at  par,  or  at  &  premium  merely 

*  nominal.  As  soon  as  the  notes  of  the  southern  and  west- 

*  em  offices  were  paid,  or  received  by  the  bapk  and 

*  northern  offices,  they  were  returned  to  them,  and  rcis- 

*  sued  in  perpetual  succession  The  result  was, 

*  that  the  bank  and  the  great  northern  offices  were  drain- 

*  ed  of  their  capital;  and  on  the  20th  of  July,  1618,  only 
'  eighteen  montiis  afierthe  institution  began  its  operations, 

*  it  was  obliged  to  commence  a  rapid  and  heavy  curhul- 

*  ment  of  the  business  of  the  bank  and  its  offices.  During 

*  this  time  it  had  the  advantage  of  immense  Government 
'  deposites,  (xisht  xilliohb  and  vfwards.)  

*  Curtulments  were  ordered,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
'  southern  and  western  offices.  At  that  moment 

*  (1st  of  April,  1819}  the  discount  line  of  the  important 

*  office  at  Boston  was  only  494,594  37!  and  when,  in  this 

*  wretched  state,  the  southern  and  western  circulation 

*  was  pouring  in  upon  these  weak  points,  (Philadelphia, 
'  New  York,  Boston,)  and  the  Government  at  liberty,  ac- 

*  coring  to  the  practice  of  the  time,  to  draw  on  either 

■  office,  or  the  bank,  for  the  gross  amount  of  its  depo- 
'  utea  throughout  the  whole  establishment,  whether  South, 


'  and  the  bank  owed  to  the  city  bank,  deducting  balance 

*  due  to  it,  an  aggregate  balance  of  >79,125  99.  It  is 
« true  there  were  in  the  mint  $267,978,  and  in  trtmsiiu 

*  fi.  e.  on  the  road)  from  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  two  hun- 

*  dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  but  the  treasury  divi- 

*  dends  were  payable  on  that  day  to  the  amount  of  near 
'  five  hundred  thousand  dolhirs,  and  there  remained  at  tiie 
•close  of  the  day  more  than  one-half  of  the^sura  subject  to 

*  draught,  and  the  greater  part,  even  of  the  sum  which 
'  had  been  drawn  during  the  day,  remained  a  charge  upon 
'  the  bank  in  the  shape  of  temporary  deposites,  which 
'  were  almost  immediately  withdi'awn.    Accordingly,  on 

*  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  the  bank  had  in  its  vaults 

*  but  9T1,523,  and  owed  to  the  city  banks  a  balance  of 

*  $196,418  It  must  be  again  remarked,  that  it 

'  had  yet  the  sum  before  mentioned  in  the  mint,  as  welt 

*  as  tl^  sum  on  the  road  from  l^ntwky  and  OlUo,  (two 


'  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars,)  which  airived  very 

*  seasonably  on  the  next  day,  or  a  day  or  two  after.  Tlie 

*  bank  in  Uiis  ntuation,  the  office  at  New  York  little  bel- 

*  ter,  and  the  office  at  Boston  a  great  deal  worse  

<  AU.  THS  USOUBCIS  OF  TtU  BAVK  WOVLD  BOT  BATB  9V»- 

'  TAiirsniTfVTaiBcovBsaor  BimiRBsa  awothbb  mobtb!* 

'  Such  was  the  prostrate  condition  of  the  bank 

(  of  the  nation,  which  had,  only  twenty-seven  months  tze- 
'  fore,  commenced  business,  with  an  untrammelled,  active 
'  capital  of  twenty-eight  milhons  of  dollars  I 

*  was  elected,  and  took  my  seat  as  premdent  of  the  board 
'  on  the  6th  of  March,  1819  The  Boudiem  atxl 

*  weatam  branches  were  immecUately  directed  not  to  iisae 
'  their  notes,  and  the  bank  ceased  to  purchase  and  collect 
'  exchange  on  the  South  and  West." 

This  was  Mr.  Cheves's  report  to  the  stockholders;  they 
consulted  as  to  the  means  of^ relief,  especially  on  the  great 
points  of  signing  tlic  currency,  and  getting  rvl  of  the  four- 
teentti  section.  The  result  was  a  Conviction  that  Cor^reas 
alone  could  relieve  them;  that  lef^sli^ve  remedies  were 
indispensable;  and  a  memorial  was  draught^  aocwdingiy. 
Its  introductory  paragraph  u  rtmarkabl^  and  deaerves  to 
be  read. 

« That  the  institution  of  which  they  are  managera  is 
'  laboring  under  several  grievances,  not  only  injurious  to 

■  the  bank,  hut,  as  they  respectfully  conceive,  to  the  nation 

■  also,  which  call  for  l^uhtive  relief;  some  of  these  arise 

■  from  the  originai  omiatioru  of  appropriate  legal  enact- 
'  menta,  others  from  certain /mwinoiw  of  the  charter,  not 
'  suited  to  the  eandition  and  dreumttmuea  of  Ae  bank,  and 

*  one  of  very  important  chuacter,  from  a  r^pilatira  can- 
'  ceniing  the  fiacaireceipt$  of  the  Govemntent  of  the  Union. 
'  For  the  remedy  of  these  emlsy  the  stockholders  of  the 
'  Bank  of  the  United  States  can  tndy  look  to  Congreu." 

Mark,  I  beseech  you,  Mr.  President,  tiie  phraseology 
of  this  memorial,  and  consider  who  was  the  man  that  ugn- 
ed  it,  and  moat  probably  drew  it.  Itccnoplainsof  original 
omisaons,  and  e»sting  proviaons  in  the  charter,  fop  the 
remedy  of  which  legishttive  tud  is  prayed,  and  Congreaa 
declared  to  he  the  only  power  tliat  can  grant  it.  One  of 
the  evils  thas  complained  of  was,  the  labor  imposed  upon 
the  president  of  tiie  bank,  and  the  principal  cashier,  in 
signmg  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes;  another  was  the  dif- 
ficulty of  providing  payment  for  the  same  note  at  the  branch 
bank  which  issued  it,  and  at  the  other  branches  to  which 
it  might  be  carried  in  the  course  of  trade  and  bonneas. 
The  memorial  was  acc«Hnpanied  by  an  argumentative  re- 
monstrance, strongly  urging  Congreaa  to  grant  the  relief 
prayed  for.  The  appointment  of  an  agent  sod  register 
to  sign  notes  was  urgently  pressed,  fbr  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving the  president  from  manual  labor,  that  he  might 
^ve  his  attention  to  the  higher  and  more  important  busi- 
ness of  the  bank,  but  to  no  purpoeet  Congress  refused  the 
request.  The  other  brancn  «  the  memorial  shared  the 
same  &te.  It  was  the  main  application,  and  every  argu- 
ment was  used  to  induce  Con|^«isto  grant  it,  but  without 
effect.  Mr.  Cheves  represented,  and  most  truly,  that  the 
bank  could  not  provide  payment  for  the  same  note,  at  the 
same  time,  in  eighteen  different  places.  His  language 
was:  "  TWajs  aaraneh  »haU  haoe  a  nniiion  of  cubital;  in 
'  i/tree  rnoniha  it  may  he  toithoui  a  cent-"  All  this  was  true, 
is  now  true,  and  fwcver  will  be  true.  But  the  bank  waa 
established  to  furnish  a  $ound  and  uniform  oorrency  t  that 
soundnass  and  uniformity  could  only  be  attained  by  caslh- 
ing  the  notes  wherever  they  were  presented;  if  that  could 
not  be  done,  the  public  object  for  e»taidiahing  the  bank  had 
faikd,-  and  Congress  rrfuwd  to  let  its  branches  d^enerate 
into  local  institutions,  issuing  a  local  paper  for  the  private 
gain  of  the  stockholders,  when  the  great  public  object 
was  no  longer  attainable.  The  refusal  waa  peremptory; 
and  as  the  bank  couM  not  go  on  accMPdingto  the  enarter, 
and  cash  its  notes  at  aU  tlie  braodiei^  the  branchei  were 
shut  up.  They  issued  do  notes;  tnade  few  or  no  discounts; 
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confined  themselves  to  de»1jn^  in  exchange,  and  collecting 
the  gold  and  silver  of  the  South  and  Weat,  and  reTnitting* 
it  to  the  parent  banlc.^  This  state  ofthines  continued  about 
seven  years,  and  daring  alt  that  time  Uie  bank  vas  for- 
feiting its  charter  for  funt-uaer,  that  is  to  say,  foe  not  usine 
ka  powen  for  the  public  and  beneficial  object  for  which 
it  was  mnted.  TMs  was  an  unprofitable  season  for  the 
stocUiolders;  dividends  were  small;  the  odium  of  the  insti- 
tution great;  its  inability  to  furnish  a  sound  and  unifbrm 
currency  admitted;  the  charter  duly  liable  to  forfeiture; 
and  all  nope  for  its  renewal  perfectly  desperate.  In  these 
circumstances  action  became  indispensable.  It  was  neck 
ornothin^.  Inaction  wasdeaUif  action  couldbe  no  worse, 
and  mteht  lead  to  Ufe.  Some  new  remedy  must  betried; 
some  (uring  experiment  mnit  be  adventured;  however 
doubtfid  the  issue,  howevei*  hazardous  the  trial,  the  ven- 
ture mutt  be  made;  it  was  a  case  for  digitaKs.'  and  the 
venture  was  made.  What  that  venture  was,  and  how 
wonderfully  it  has  succeeded,  to  the  astonishment  of  its 
delighted  projectors,  I  will  now  show  you  in  the  words  of 
the  present  president  of  the  bank. 

Ur.  Biddlk's  Jlqjori  to  the  atodtholdert  at  the  trienmal 
medingy  September^  1831. — Extrmta. 

"The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  establiihed  for 

*  the  purpose  of  restoring  specie  payments,  which  had  for 

*  a  longtime  been  suspendea  throughout  a  great  part  of  the 
*couatry — of  Ainushing  a  tound  dreulaHng  medium,  and 

*  oTginnjf  more  umfiirimly  to  the  exchanges  between  dis- 

*  tantiectiOMorthe Union.  ByimportingmoreUian  seven 

*  nuIBoBS  of  specie,  and  by  a  firee  issue  of  notes  immediate- 
'  ly  after  its  establishment,  the  bank  with  great  aaerifieet 

*  succeededfer  a  time  in  attaining  these  objecU;  but  it  seems 

*  to  have  been  afterwards  considered  that  its  powers  were 
'  eaAautled  hy  the  effort,  and  that  the  eonixnaanee  of  it 

*  would  he  amnh/  imjfraeUeable,    The  egaenOai  difficulty 

*  was  presumed  to  lie  m  the  proeiaon  of  the  charter,  mak- 

*  ing  Ife  notet  unmeraaUy  receivable  for  debts  due  to  the 

*  Goremment,  wUch,  by  obUging  the  bank  to  provide  pay- 

*  men/  for  the  same  note  at  various  places,  would  require  it 
'  to  retain  a  greater  amount  of  specie  than  it  could  issue  of 
'  notes;  thus  dinaniahing  rather  than  increanng  the  sound 

*  circuktion.    Hie  consequence  was,  the  bank  issued  its 

*  own  notes  qiaringly,  more  especially  in  the  Southern  and 

*  Western  Satea,  iniere  it  often  preferred  the  reissue  of 

*  the  notcfl  of  the  State  banks,  being  unwiUing  to  tame 
*Jrethf  UtnaleetMekit  nUg^be  ampdUd  topayateome 
'onevf  tftenmy  pbeearemoU  from  the  point  of  imUng 

*  them. 

**Ravitw,  in  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the 

*  stockboMets  in  1833,  applied  without  lueeem  to  Congress 

*  for  a  modfteaSion  of  ttus  diaa^ng  provimon  m  the  duo-' 
'  to*,  it  bceiine  neemary  for  the  board  of  directors  to  re- 
'  exomme  tteconstifation    the  bank,  in  order  to  ifiieowr 

*  whether  there  was  really  any  organie  defect  which  pre- 

*  vented  it  from  performing  the  functions  to  which  it  was 

*  destined,  or  whether  some  different  eombination  of  its 

*  powers  might  not  overeome  tie  m^euJtiet. 

**The  txperiment  was  interesting  and  haxardout.  It 

*  was  to  tiy  now  fiur  the  institution  could  succeed  in  doing 

*  that  wluch  had  iweer  vet  succeeded  elmt^ure,  in  dtfiiu- 
'  iiigfnreraoirideaiurnceof  country  a  currentyof  lai^ 

*  amount  and  of  ttnifimn  vahie,  at  all  places  and  under  all 
'  circumslancefl;  and  also  whether  it  could  bring  down  to 
'  its  extreme  limit  the  necessary  expense  of  commercial 
'  tntercoune  between  distant  sections  of  country,  whose 

*  exchangfeable  prodoctkmi  were  gkT  such  various  and  un- 

*  equal  values. 

•  •  •         *         •  ■ 

*'TbisiyRtem  has  now  been  in  operation  for  several 
'  yean.  It  was  txfint  experimental,  and  of  doubtful  itsue,- 
'  and  tm  ttie  eonsequencei  were  equally  imporUnt  to  the 


*  bank  and  the  couimunity,  its  progress  has  been  watched 
'  'vnth  deep  aoUeitude.  Its  sueeesa,  therefore,  has  been  seen 
'  with  proportionate  satisfaction." 

Mr.  Prerident,  it  is  not  my  fashion  to  put  a  struned 
constmetion  upon  any  gentleman's  words — upon  the 
words  of  one  present,  much  less  one  who  has  no  place,  no 
vtMce,  here.  I  will,  therefore,  put  no  construction  at  all 
upon  the  language  which  I  have  read.  I  will  let  every 
word  stand  for  itself;  will  let  every  phrase  be  taken  in  its 
literal,  natural,  obvious,  inevitable  meaning.  And  what 
do  they  tell  you  ^  Why,  that  payment  of  the  same  note 
at  various  places  was  impoanble;  that  compulsory  pacy- 
menti  were  fhtal  to  the  bank;  and,  to  get  rid  of  them,  she 
has  done  for  herself  what  Congress  refused  to-do  for  her, 
Rnd  what  her  directory,  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Cheves,  so- 
lemnly declared  that  Congress  alone  could  do!  This  is 
what  the  president  of  the  bank  tells  you.  Look  at  the 
words. 

Bank  edaWehed  to  keep  up  a  tound  unijbrm  eurrmey; 
exhausted  by  the  effort  to  do  aoi  eatirefy  ta^raetieabUi  ea- 
aenHal  difficulty  in  the  pnvttion  of  the  thaier  ^Me  I4th 
aeetum  J  which  made  the  notea  wuttraaUy  reeenaok  by  Go- 
vemmmti  compelkibU  to  pay  at  plaeea  remote  from  the  point 
of  iaauing.-  appHed  without  eueeeta  to  Congress  for  a  modifi- 
cation of  Ihia  diaatthne  promaion;  re-examtnation  of  the  con- 
atUution  of  the  bank;  diaeovery  of  newpowera;  the  difficuffiea 
oerrtome;  experimertt  kazarmua;  never  aueeeeded  ebewherr,- 
the  iaaue  doubtful/  progreaa  wOehed  with  deep  soHeitudCi 
gma  aaUafddion  at  the  aueeeaa. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  what  was  this  experiment,  of 
hazard  to  great,  of  issue  so  doubtfol,  whidi  never  suc- 
ceeded elsewhere,  the  progress  of  which  was  watched  witii 
so  much  fear  and  trembUng,  and  the  &ncied  success  of 
wluch  is  announced  with  so  much"  satisfaction'  Sir,  it  is 
the  invention  of  this  branch  bank  currency!  It  is  the 
substitution  of  branch  bank  orders  for  the  promissory  notea 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States!  And  surely,  from  the 
first  establishment  of  banks  to  the  present  dsy,  a  more 
potent  medicine  was  never  invented  for  the  cure  of  the 
diseases  to  which  banks  are  most  subject.  It  has  com- 
pletely overcome  all  the  difficulties  which  the  bank  lay 
under  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Cheves's  memorial,  and  which 
were  then  admitted  *o  be  fttal  to  it.  What  were  those 
difficulties?  They  were  a  twofold  impediment;  ^at,  a 
total  inability  to  mgn  notes  fast  enough;  aeeondJy,  a  total 
inability  to  pay  for  them,  according  to  the  charter,  after 
they  were  ugned.  The  remedy  wanted  was,  increased 
ftciiities  for  siting;  diminished  Ualnlitles  for  paying! 
And  the  orders  nave  completely  answered  this  double  ob- 
ject. S^^rs  enough  now,  and  compulaofy  payment  no- 
where! This  is  the  glorious  relief  which  the  experiment 
has  brought.  This  is  the  cataplasm  which  has  healed  the 
wounds  of  the  bank.  This  is  the  medicinal  drug— tiie 
bsJsanuc  drink — therestorativeinfoNon—wlach  has  poured 
a  new  portion  of  strength  into  the  exhausted  machine,  and 
enabled  it  to  bear  its  infirmities  a  little  longer,  nffyugners 
atwork,andonehundredandfiftyendorainffclerkB,pouring 
out  from  five  and  twenty  places  their  perennial  Mreams  of 
paper.  When  out,  it  is  not  payable  by  law  any  where.  Not 
at  the  branch  which  issues  it;  for  there  is  neither  promise, 
nor  law,  to  exact  the  payment  there.  Kot  at  any  otiier 
branch,  for  the  14th  section  of  the  charter  does  not  apply 
to  orders,  and  we  have  just  seen  that  they  were  invented 
to  evade  that  section.  Not  in  Philadelphia;  for,  notwith- 
standing that  may  be  the  purport  of  the  order,  yet  it  ts  an 
absolute  impossibility;  for  the  people  of  this  wide  confe- 
deracy, the  laboring  people  especially,  who  handle  these 
small  orders,  can  never  go  up  to  Philadelphia  to  demand  the 
hard  money  for  them.  Yes,  sir,  these  oiders  are  the  thing. 
It  is  the  currency  of  which  they  are  composed  wliich  has 
enabled  tiie  machinery  of  the  bank  to  go  to  work  after 
the  inaction  from  1819  to  1^.  It  is  tfiis  currencv  which 
has  enabled  it^to  flood  (he  South  and  West  (as  I  wdl  show 
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presently)  with  ptper  for  which  it  has  not  the  means  of 
redemption.  It  is  this  which  has  enabled  its  votaries  to 
rwse  tne  cry,  brief  and  delusive,  of  sound  and  uniform 
currency.  It  is  this  which  enables  the  retainers  of  the 
bank  to  contradict  Prendeni  Jackson  for  repeating. its 
own  words;  yes!  repeatiog  their  own  words:  for  the  mes- 
uge  of  1839,  declarinff  the  fiolure  the  bank  to  furnish 
a  sound  and  uniform  currency,  b  nothinif  but  tlie  repeti- 
tion of  what  the  bank  cUrectory  itself  had  declared,  and 
what  all  intelligent  men  know  to  be  true.  It  is  this  illegal, 
irresponsible  currency  which  has  enabled  the  hank  to  fill 
the  Union  with  debtors  in  chains,  who  scream  incessantly 
for  the  life  and  fj^lory  of  their  Juggernaut,  and  attack  with 
the  fury  of  wild  -beasts  every  public  man  who  will  not 
square  his  pubhc  conduct  by  the  devouring  miseries  of 
their  own  private  condition,  and  tlie  remorseless  cravings 
of  their  insatiate  idol. 

I  have  now  estid>lished,  Mr.  President,  as  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve, the  truth  of  the  first  branch  of  my  proposition, 
namely,  that  this  currency  of  branch  bank  orders  is  un- 
authorized by  the  charter,  and  illegal.  I  will  now  say  a 
few  words  in  support  of  the  second  branch  of  the  propo- 
Btion,  namely,  ttut  this  currency  ought  to  be  luppreued. 

The  mere  fact  of  the  illegality,  ar,  I  should  hold  to  be 
sufBtient  to  justify  this  suppression.  In  a  country  of  laws, 
the  laws  should  be  obeyed.  No  private  individual  should 
be  allowed  to  trample  tbcm  under  foot;  much  leas  a  pub- 
lic man,  or  public  body;  least  of  all,  agreat  moneyed  cor- 
poration wielding  above  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum,  andl>oldly  contending  with  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment for  the  sceptre  of  politici^l  power — money  it 
power/  The  Bank  of  the  United  StiUes  possesses  more 
money  than  the  Federal  Government;  and  the  question 
of  power  is  now  to  be  decided  between  thcrr^.  That 
question  is  wrapped  up  in  the  case  before  you.  It  is  a 
case  of  clear  conviction  of  a  violation  of  laws  by  this 
great  moneyed  corporation;  and  that  not  of  a  single  sta- 
tute, and  by  inadvertence,  and  in  a  small  ipatter,  which 
concerns  but  few,  but  in  one  general,  sweeping,  studied, 
and  systematic  infraction  of  a  whole  code  of  laws — of  an 
entire  conttitution,  made  for  its  sole  government  and  re- 
■traint — and  the  pernicious  effects  m  which  enter  into 
the  revenues  of  the  Union,  and  extend  themselves  to  every 
moneyed  trannction  between  man  and  man.  This  is  the 
case  of  violated  law  which  stands  before  you;  and  if  it 
goes  unpunished,  then  do  I  say,  the  question  of  political 
power  is  decided  between  the  bank  and  the  Government. 
The  quesUon  of  supremacy  is  at  an  end.  I^t  there  be 
no  more  talk  of  rettrictlons  or  limitation  in  the  charter. 
Grant  a  new  one.  Grant  it  upon  the' spot.  Grant  it  witli- 
out  words!  Grant  it  in  bluikl  to  save  the  directors  from 
tlie  labor  of  re-examination !  the  court  from  the  labor  of 
constructions!  and  yourselves  from  the  d^radation  of  be- 
ing publicly  trampled  under  foot! 

I  do  insist,  Mr.  Preudent,  tliat  this  currency  ought  to 
be  suppressed  for  illegality  alone,  even  if  no  pemicioiis 
consequences  could  rewlt  from  its  circulation.  But  pemi- 
cuouacoitfequencea  do  result.  Hie  substituted  currency  is 
not  the  equivalent  of  tfie  branch  bank  notes,  whose  place 
it  has  usurpedt  it  is  inferior  to  those  notes  in  vital  particu. 
lars,  and  to  the  manifest  danger  and  loss  of  the  people. 

In  the  first  place,  these  branch  bank  orders  are  not 
payable  in  the  Statu  in  u^uch  ifuy  are  imted.  Look  at 
them!  they  are  nominally  payable  in  Philadelphia!  Look 
at  the  law !  It  nves  the  holder  no  right  to  demand  their 
contents  at  the  branch  bank,  until  the  order  has  been  to 
Philadelphia,-«nd  returned.  1  lay  no  stress  upon  the  in- 
udious  circumstance  that  these  orders  are  now  paid  at  the 
branch  where  issued,  and  at  other  branches.  That  volun- 
tary, delusive  payment  may  satisfy  those  who  are  willing 
to  swallow  a  gilded  hook;  it  may  satisfy  those  who  are 
wiUing  to  bold  their  property  at  the  will  of  the  bank. 
For  my  part,  I  want  Uw  for  my  righu.   1  look  at  the 


law,  to  the  legal  rights  of  the  holder,  and  say  that  he  has 
no  right  to  demand  payment  at  Uie  branch  which  issued 
the  order.  The  present  custom  of  pajring  is  voluntary, 
not  compulsory;  it  depends  upon  the  will  of  the  bank,  not 
upon  law;  and  none  but  tyrants  can  require,  or  slaves 
submit  to.  a  tenure  at  will.  These  orders,  even  admitting 
them  to  he  legal,  are  only  ^payable  in  Philadelphia;  and  to 
demand  payment  there,  la  a  Elusive  and  tmpradiieMe 
right.  For  the  body  of  the  citizens  cannot  go  to  PhiU< 
delphia  to  get  the  change  for  the  small  ordent  merchants 
will  not  remit  them;  they  would  as  soon  cany  up  the  fires 
of  hell  to  Philadelphia;  for  the  bank  would  consign  them 
to  ruin  if  they  did.  These  orders  are  for  the  frontiers; 
and  it  is  made  the  interest  and  the  policy  of  raerchants  to 
leave  them  at  home,  and  take  a  biH  of  exchange  at  a  no- 
minal premium.  Brokers  alone  will  ever  carry  them,  and 
that  as  their  own,  after  buying  them  out  of  the  bands  of 
the  people  at  a  discount  fixed  by  themselves. 

This  contrivance,  Ur.  President,  of  issuing  bank  paper 
at  one  place,  payable  at  another  and  a  diatant  place,  is 
not  a  new  thing  under  the  sun;  but  its  success,  if  it  suc- 
ceeds here,  will  be  a  new  thing  in  the  liisttay  banking. 
Hiis  contrivance,  sir.  is  of  European  ori^.  It  began  m 
Scotland  some  years  Ago,  with  a  oanker  m  Merdeen,  who 
isaued  pKMntssory  notes  payable  in  •Lotion.  Tlien  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  set  her  branches  in  SligOt  Corkt  and  Bei- 
faal,  at  the  same  work,  and  they  made  their  branch  notes 
payable  in  Dublin.  The  English  country  bankers  took 
the  hint,  and  put  out  their  notes  payable  in  London.  The 
mass  of  these  notes  were  of  the  smaller  denominatton^ 
one  and  two  pounds  sterling,  correnwnding  with  our  five 
and  ten  dollar  orders;  tuch  u  were  handed  by  the  labor- 
ing classes,  and  who  could  never  earry  them  to  London 
and  Dublin  to  demand  the  contents.  At  this  point  the 
British  Imperial  Parliament  took  eogtuzance  of  the  oiatter; 
treated  the  issue  of  such  notes  as  a  vicious  practice,  viola- 
tive of  the  very  first  idea  of  a  sound  currency,  and  parti- 
cularly dangerous  to  the  laboring  classes.  The  PailRaiaMnt 
suppressed  the  practice.  This  all  happened  in  the  year 
1826;  and  now  this  practice,  thus  suppressed  in  Engbmd, 
&a<iiifut  »nd  .Man^  is  in  fuU  operation  in  our  .Anerwa.' and 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  eelebrat- 
ed,  as  the  ereatest  of  financiers,  for  picking  up  an  illegal 
practice  of  Scottish  origin,  and  putting  it  into  operation 
m  the  United  States,  and  that,  too,  in  the  very  year  in 
which  it  was  suppressed  in  Great  Britain! 

In  the  next  place,  these  orders  are  imporeririiiag  and 
destructive  to  the  S^tes  in  wluch  they  are  issued,  because 
they  lead  to  the  abdudion  of  it»  gold  and  tiker.  If  notes 
are  issued,  thqr  are  payable  at  the  branch  bank,  and  an 
adequate  supply  of  ^lil  and  nlver  must  be  kept  on  hand 
to  redeem  uiem;  but  these  orders  being  drawn  on  Phila- 
delphia, the  gold  and  mlver  of  the  State  must  be  sent 
there  to  meet  them.  This  is  the  clear  undoubted  theory 
of  this  new-fiingled  currency;  it  is  also  the  proved  esta- 
blished practice  and  effects  of  it.  Every  body  in  the 
South  and  West  knows  that  tiie  hard  money  «f  the  coun- 
try is  constantly  disappearing;  but  those  only  who  have 
observed  the  working  of  the  machinery  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  can  tdl  where  all  this  hard  money  is  gone. 
The  monthly  statements  of  the  bank  will  tell  this  aecret. 
They  will  show  that  the  gold  and  mlver  of  the  South  and 
West  go  to  the  Northeast;  and  that  the  bran^es  ore  the 
channels  of  collection  and  remittance.  Here  are  some 
items  from  the  returns  frf"  the  year  1830,  the  last  whicli 
have  been  yet  printed,  and  which  will  throw  a  little  light 
upon  this  subject: 

Speeie.  Note*  itaued. 
New  Orleans,  April,  1830,  700,815  6,4S1. 275 
Mobile,  August,  55,368  1,557,745 

Nashville,  October,  185,304  2,080,500 

Louisville,  December,  200,835  1,088,560 

Lexington,  December,  7^430  1,484,110 


Digitized  by 


Google 


141 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


142 


Jam.  30.  1832.] 


Bm^  of  the  DhUed  SttUea. 


St.  Louis,  June,  136,603  679,880 

Cincinnati,  Norerober,  155,157  977,455 

Pittibui^.  April,  -  38,620  736,897 

Kchmontl,  August,  170,510  1,064,415 

PiyetteTiDe,  October,  26,343  1,192,205 

Saruuiah,  August,  304,547  1,735,700 

Cbarieston,  December,  266,962  1,435,255 

Priudbimia,  August,  3,738,636  3,531,080 

iAtn  ror*,NoKnber,  2.351,190  1,764,637 

JtefoR.  Augurt.  1,337.755  721,505 

Baltimore,  Oct<Aer.  •  738,000  780,657 


Here  ia  a  picture  for  you,  Mr.  President,  and  a  contrast 
with  it.  On  one  nde,  a  most  begnrly  extubition  of  empty 
boxes;  on  the  other,  fulness  and  dlstennon  to  bunting. 
West  of  the  Allegfaaniea,  and  south  of  the  Potomac,  no 
hard  money;  in  the  Nivtheast,  milGons  at  every  point. 
But,  as  ft  compensation  for  this  difficiency  of  metal,  we 
have  »  most  bountiful  supply  of  paper.  Ten,  twenty, 
Ibirty,  forty,  fifty  to  one  is  our  proportion  of  paper  to 
Mirer.  And  for  all  this  paper  the  country  is  in  debt,  and 
pays  interest  (bank  interest)  to  non-residents  and  foreign- 
ers! Gentlemen  of  the  South  complain  of  the  tariff,  and 
doubtless  with  much  reason;  but  the  day  is  at  hand  when 
every  eye  shall  see,  and  every  tongue  ^lall  confess,  that 
the  tariff  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  urges^  nor  the  moat 
ToiiKdous  vampyre  which  sucks  at  ^eir  veins!  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States  divides  that  buuness  with  the  tariff, 
and,  like  the  stranger  brother,  takes  the  largest  share  to 
herself.  She  furnishes  her  brood  of  these  insatiable  suck- 
ers. She  bangs  them  on  every  vein  of  gold  and  silver 
wluch  the  South  and  West  exhibit.  They  gorge  to  re- 
pletion, then  vomit  their  load  into  the  vast  i-cceptacles  of 
the  Norttieast,  and  gorge  again.  The  hard  money  of  the 
eountiy,  ttiat  money  which  pays  no  interest,  is  sucked  up 
and  sentaw^r.  the  paper  money  of  a  company,  for  which 
bank  interest  is  exacted,  takes  its  place.  The  people  of 
the  country  are  in  debt  for  tlus  paper,  the  greater  part  of 
tbem  at  second  and  third  hand,  borrowers  from  hor-' 
rowers,  paying  rack-interest  to  the  intermediate  lend- 
ers. The  labors  of  the  year  barely  suffice  for  the  payment 
of  thenxtydav^  c<dlection  of  all  this  interest.  The  princi- 
pal ttstin  bditnd,  to  come  upon  these  exhausted  countries 
when  delayed  payment  has  doubled  the  tUfficulty  of  mak- 
payment.  When  that  dread  da^  comes,  and  come  it 
iriil,  and  nothing  is  gained  by  putting  it  off,  the  towns 
and  dties  of  the  South  and  West — the  furest  fiirms  and 
goodliest  manmons — will  be  setup  at  auction,  to  be  knock- 
ed down  to  the  bank  agent,  at  the  mock  prices  fixed  in 
the  compting  room  of  the  bank  itself.  And  in  these  mock 
«les  or  towns  and  dties  nui]»be  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  titles  and  estates  of  our  future  nobility — Duke  of  Cin- 
dnmti!  Earl  of  I^exington!  Marquis  of  Nashville!  Count 
of  St.  Louis!  Prince  of  New  Orleans!  Such  may  be  the 
titles  of  the  bank  nobility  to  whom  the  next  generation  of 
American  farmers  must  '*  crook  the  pregnant  hinges  of 
the  knee."  Yes,  sir!  when  the  renewed  charter  is  brou^t 
in  for  us  to  vote  upon,  I  shall  consider  myself  as  voting 
upon  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  hrda  and  commons 
in  tins  America,  and  fat  the  eventual  establidiment  of  a 
Xmgt  fbrwhen  the  Amb  and  commwns  are  established, 
the  Acng  will  come  of  himself  > 

In  tbc  third  place,  the  emisuon  o^  these  orders  has  de- 
luged the  country  with  eounterfats.  The  evils  of  coun- 
terfeiting was  one  of  the  objections  made  to  the  application 
of  tbc  bmk  for  the  leave  to  appmnt  an  agent  and  register 
to  lign  the  five  and  ten  dolkr  notes.  The  danger  was  so 
obvioas  and  imminent,  that  the  memoriid  of  the  directors 
candidly  admitted  it,  and  entered  into  the  suggestion  of 
many  precautionary  measuree  to  prevent  it.  They  ad- 
mitted that  if  the  ngners  were  numerous  or  temporary 
the  danger  of  counterfeiting  would  be  excessive  and  de- 
•tnictivet  but  declared  that  the  bank,  wiUi  a  view  to  its 
own  inteiwt,  would  not  snfTw  than  to  be  either  nummus 


or  temporaru,  although  the  act  might  not  limit  the  num- 
ber. The  &ectt»«  proposed,  however,  to  Umit  the  num- 
ber to  two;  to  make  them  permanent  officers  in  the  bank; 
and  to  publish  their  appointment  in  the  Washington  city 
gazettes  before  they  would  begin  to  acL  A  bill  with  all 
uiese  provisions  was  reported;  but  Congress  refused  to 
pass  it,  and  for  this  reason,  among  others,  that  the  power 
of  ugning  the  notes  involved  the  power  of  judging  their 
genainenessi  andthiapowerwastoo  highanddangeroua — 
too  easily  abused— and  too  hardly  reme^ed,  to  be  trusted 
to  any  but  the  very  highest  officov  of  the  bank— those 
whose  character  and  station  would  afford  tile  strongest 
guaranties  to  the  public  for  the  &ir  exerdoe  of  a  power 
so  delicate  and  Tesponsiblc.  Cong^ress  refused  to  pass  the 
bill.  What  next?  Why,  sir,  Mr.  Cheves  and  bis  directory 
submitted;  but  a  new  directory  came  in,  and  what  did 
they  do'  They  re-exanuned  the  constitution  of  the  bank, 
and  fUscovered  tiie  means  of  overcomiiw  the  difficulty. 
They  substituted  branch  bank  ordera  for  branch  bank 
notes,-  and  set,  nottwo,  but  fiffy  signers  and  one  hundred 
and  fifly  endorsing  clerks  at  work  upon  these  orders. 
What  is  the  consequence?  Counterfeiting  to  an  excess, 
and  audacity  never  paralleled  before!  I  saw  in  Missouri, 
before  I  left  home,  a  descriptive  list  of  ninety-nine  varie- 
ties of  counterfeits  on  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  and 
its  branches  alone;  most  of  them  of  the  class  of  these  five 
and  ten  dollar  orders.  This  list  was  contained  in  a  peri- 
odical sheet,  called  "  Counterfeit  Detector;"  a  work 
wholly  given  up  to  describing  counterfeits  on  the  United 
States'  bank  and  its  branchesi  for  to  such  excess  has  this 
crime  arisen,  as  to  give  birth  to  a  new  species  of  literary 
publication;  a  periodical  newspaper  w^oll^  devoted  to 
the  desertion  and  detection  of  counterfeit  paper  cur- 
rency. Tm  remedy  only  announces  the  extent  of  the 
en1{  it  does  not  cure  it.  None  but  bumness  men  in  cities, 
and  a  few  official  characters,  can  afTord  to  buy  and  stu^ 
these  periodicals;  the  body  of  the  people  have  no  benefit 
fhimthem.  Afler  all,  the  Detector  is  no  guide;  the  marks 
of  a  counterfeit  detected  and  described  m  one  number  of 
the  periodical,  are  corrected  and  amended  in  the  next  edi- 
tion of  the  counterffeits.  They  instruct  the  counterfeiters 
how  to  amend  their  work.  The  &ct  is,  nobody  can  tell 
the  good  from  the  bad.  Brokers  and  bank  officers  assume 
to  do  it;  but  they  had  as  well  assume  to  be  conjurors  and 
astrologers;  they  had  as  well  practise  incantations,  and 
deliver  oracles  in  convulsions  and  contortions,  as  to  look 
at  this  paper,  and  pronounce  judgments;  thejr  had  as  well 
gaze  at  the  stars,  and  j  udge  by  the  motions  of^ the  heavenly 
bodies,  as  to  look  at  these  orders,  and  judge  from  the 
writing  and  engraving;  they  had  as  well  do  tn  the  sooth- 
s^ers  of  old — go  out  upon  a  high  hill — watch  the  flight 
of  biiils — and  then  prognosticate  that  the  orrfer  is  good  or 
bad,  as  the  bird  cnances  to  fly,  dexter  or  sinister,  as  it 
passes  the  hill.  Far  from  knowing  the  handwriting,  they 
hardly  know  of  the  existence  of  the  writers!  Yet  these 
solemn  judges  condemn,  and  condemn  irrevocably,  the 
property  ofthe  people!  They  all  know  how  to  draw  the 
sign  of  St.  Andrew's  cross;  and  that  fctal  mh,  dnwn 
through  the  face  of  an  oi-der,  is  decisive  of  its  fate.  Tnie 
or  false,  good  or  bad,  from  that  moment  it  falls  into  the 
receptacle  of  things;  not  lost,  but  damned,  on  earth. 

I  do  not  stand  here,  Mr.  president,  to  enlarge  upon  the 
general  evils  of  a  counterfeit  currency,  such  as  belong  in 
common  to  the  forging  of  all  bank  paper;  but  there  are 
evils  peculiar  to  the  circulation  of  these  counterf»t  orders, 
which  give  a  distinctive  character  to  the  misdneft  which 
thev  inflict,  and  demand  a  particularanimadvernon.  These 
e«b  grow,  first,  out  of  the  wide  extent  ofthe  circulation 
of  these  counterfeits,  which  carries  the  forgeries  of  every 
State  of  the  Union  into  every  other  State,  thus  affecting 
each  part  with  tiic  miseries  of  the  whole— swelling  the 
mass  of  crime  and  fraud,  and  augmenting  the  difficulties 
[of  deteetimi  in  proportion  to  the  distance  from  wluch  the 
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intruBive  counterfeits  came.  The  next  pecuIiAT  evil  is  In 
the  tnutUtude  of  incompetent  judgesj  already  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  and  annually  increanng.  A 
third  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  one-uded  character  of  tiiese 
judg^ — ^1  appointed  at  the  will  of  the  bank — all  holdings 
their  appointments  at  her  vill — and  all  feeling  it  to  be 
their  interest  to  commit  no  mistalces  to  her  prejudice. 
'I'lie  last,  and  greatest,  of  these  peculiar  evils  is  in  the 
small  size  of  these  orders,  which  throws  tlieir  counterfeits 
upon  that  class  of  the  community  who  are  least  capable 
to  detect  the  impoation,  and  least  able  to  bear  ihe  loss. 
Tbe  laboring  classes,  the  middle  nzedfannen,  and  tbe 
eounti-y  people,  are  the  peculiar  victims  of  this  species  of 
counterfeits.  They  handle  small  sums,  and  the  small  sized 
counterfeits  fall  upon  their  bands.  Every  counterleit 
must  stop  somewhere.  Sooner  or  later  it  must  stop  in 
somebody's  hands;  and  the  mass  of  these  small  ones  will 
certainly  stop  in  Uie  bands  of  poor  people.  Thus  it  was 
in  England.  In  the  space  of  six  years,  from  1812  to  1818, 
no  less  than  154,454  counterfeit  notes  were  presented  and 
detected  at  the  Bank  of  England;  of  which  138,800  were 
for  one  pound,  corresponding  with  our  five  dollar  orders; 
and  18,562  were  for  two  pounds,  corresponding  with  our 
ten  dollar  orders;  leaving  only  about  8,000  notes  out  of 
upwards  of  154,000  for  all  denominations  above  two 
pounds,  or  ten  dollars;  thus  inconteetably  proving  that 
the  poor  were  the  losers  and  the  victims.  This  was 
stated  in  tus  place  by  the  honorable  Ilcnty  Grey  Bennet, 
who  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  out  of  five  hundred  and 
one  persons  convicted  of  forging,  or  passing,  or  offering 
counterfeit  notes,  in  tbe  short  space  of  thirteen  years,  of 
whom  two  hundred  and  seven  Iiad  been  hung,  and  others 
deported,  tlic  mass  of  them  were  poor  people;  and  the 
notes  for  which  they  died,  were  small  ones  of  one  and  two 
pounds,  equal  to  five  and  ten  dollars.  And  he  said,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  this  fri^tflil  mass  of  crime,  and  fraud,  and  misery,  and 
death,  had  found  their  consolation  and  their  profit  in 
dividing  among  themselves  twenly-five  viiUiona  of  pounda 
aterUns.'  equal  to  about  one  hunarcd  tmd  fweniy  millions 
of  dolmra!  This  is  what  the  counterfeiting  part,  or  forgery 
aepartment  of  the  banking  system,  arrived  at  in  EngUnd: 
this  is  the  point  to  which  Uie  forgery  of  these  branch  bank 
orders  is  rapidly  carrying  the  American  people.  And 
for  all  the  crime  and  miseiy  which  has  grown  out  of  the 
counterfeiting  of  these  orders,  and  all  tliat  shall  grow  out 
of  them,  the  directors,  who  violated  their  charter  to  do 
what  Congress  forbid,  are  justly  accountable  to  God  and 
man! 

.  I  have  carefully  abstained,  Mr.  President,  from  the  use 
of  any  topic  of  a  general  or  exciting  natur^.  I  have 
confined  myself  to  a  mere  judicial  pleading.  But  lliere 
is  one  argument  against  the  issue  of  tliis  currency,  which 
gocsso  directly  to  the  honor,  the  dignity,  tlie  independence 
of  the  States,  tliat  I  cannot  forbear  to  hold  it  up  for  an 
instant,  and  to  pass  it  as  a  shadow  before  you.  It  is  this.  We 
all  know  the  high  and  responsible  nature  of  tbe  coining 
power.  It  is  an  attribute  of  national  sovereignty;  in  its 
nature  belonging  to  the  highest  authority  in  every  form 
of  Government  The  States  of  this  confederacy,  each  for 
itself,  became  invested  with  this  higU  power  the  moment 
they  burst  tlie  chains  of  British  vassalage.  Possessed  of 
the  right  in  full,  tliey  divided  it,  in  part,  with  the  Congress 
of  tlie  confederation.  The  convention  of  1789  tpive  it 
exclusively  to  the  new  Federal  Government;  and  since 
that  time  go  State  can  coin  money,  regulate  its  value, 
emit  bills  of  credit,  or  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver 
a  tcfuler  in  discharge  of  debts.  Congress  alone  has  the 
fuU  power  to  coin  and  regulate  its  value;  a  disputed  power 
to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  no  power  to  make  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  a  hiwful  tender.  Well,  the  Bank  of 
tlie  United  States  refers  its  origin,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
to  the  coining  and  regulating  clause  in  the  constitution. 


What  is  admitted  by  all,  is,  that  Congress  has  granted  to 
the  bank  a  power  to  issue  a  paper  currency  iar  beyond 
the  amount  of  tlie  coined  currency  in  ths  Union;  that  this 
paper  currency  is  receivable  in  payment  of  |11  dues  to  the 
Federal  Government;  and,  being  so  receivable,  thence 
enjoys  a  degree  of  credit  and  circulation  coextensive 
with  the  limits  of  the  Union.  Names,  Mr.  Preudent,  arc 
nothing;  substance  is  every  tiling.  The  substantial  power 
of  coining,  and  of  regulating  the  currency,  is  in  the  bank; 
for  it  issues  a  currency  which  exceeds  the  coinin  quantity, 
and  supersedes  it  in  circulation.  Coagreai  gave  this  great 
power— in  effect,  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  national 
sovereignty — to  the  company  of  individuals  incorpoated 
under  the  misnomer  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stateit  this 
company  has  devolred  its  power,  so  far  as  the  branch 
bank  orders  arc  concerned,  upon  their  subaltern  agencies, 
called  branch  banks;  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
federal  court,  may  devolve  it  upon  whatever  agents  they 
please.  These  subaltern  agencies  are  protruded  into 
the  States,  and  there  exercise  a  power  superior  to  that 
which  the  State  Govei-nments  sui-rendered  to  the  Federal 
Government.  They  issue  a  paper  currency  within  the 
State,  which  supersedes  and  expels  the  hard  money. 
They  issue  a  paper  currency  not  payable  within  the  StaU^ 
nor  within  the  next  Staie,-  nor  within  fiot  hundred  or 
oiie  thousand  mikt;  nor  practicably  payable  any  where.' 
and  for  non-paynietU  of  whieU  there  it  neither  prohibitioa 
nor  penalty  in  the  charter.  This  currency  necessarily, 
and  practicably,  becomes  a  currency  of  bills  of  credit, 
redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  issuer,  and  not  at  the  wiU 
of  tlie  bolder;  and  these  billit  aU  people  (in  the  South  uid 
West,  at  least)  are  under  a  virtual  durcaae  to  receive; 
because  all  other  currency  is  chased  away.  And  thus 
these  bills  of  credit  become  a  forced  «^  irresistible 
tender  In  the  payment  of  debts.  Can  the  States  stand 
this?  If  they  can,  tliey  arc  ripe  and  ready  to  sink  into  the 
condition,  not  of  provinces  of  the  empire,  but  of  fanoB — 
the  rack-rent  farms — of  a  great  moaeyed  oligarchy. 

Sir,  I  stop;  not  that  I  have  finlslied,  but  tltut  every  thing 
must  have  an  end,  even  the  overflowings  of  giief  and 
indignation  at  viewing  the  frightful  progress  which  a  great 
moneyed  oligarchy  is  making  over  tlie  staking  liberties 
of  the  land.  The  cause  demands  a  different  advocate. 
It  calls  for  that  rare  man  who  rebuked  and  ovuthrew 
the  audacious  enterprise  of  Walpole — who  overturned 
the  judgmentif  of  tlie  King's  court — drove  back  the  royal 
patent  across  tlie  Irish  channel,  and  saved  the  people  of 
Ireland  from  the  evils  of  an  illegal  currency,  and  their 
Government  from  tbe  degradation  of  seeing  a  private 
individual  exercising  the  high  power  of  issuing  a  natiimal 
currency  within  her  limits.  The  crisis  calls  for  tliat  man. 
It  calls  for  the  dauntless  spirit — the  mighty  geoiua — the 
lofty  scorn  of  hopes  and  fears,  which  belonged  to  the 
illustrious  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's!  And,  if  we  are  now 
destined  to  »nk  in  this  contest,  (which  Heaven  of  its  infinite 
mercy  avci-t)-~but  if  wc  arc  destined  to  unk,  then  do  I 
say  it  is  not  for  want  of  a  cause  less  just,  less  H^teous, 
less  national,  less  holy,  tlian  tliat  in  which  Ireland 
triumphed,  but  because  the  combined  powers  of  all  Ame- 
rica's patriot  sons  are  untU}le  to  vmte  the  drapier'B  lettertf 

Mr.  UALLAS  rose  in  reply,  and  said  th^  feeliug  a 
hi^i  and  corral  respect  Ibr  e^ery  thing  which  [Woceedcd 
from  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  following  long  and  elabo- 
rate preparation  and  reflection,  his  rekictanee  to  interpOH 
any  obstacle  or  embarrassment,  thus  early  in  the  course 
of  Ills  movement,  was  extreme.  A  deep  setMe  of  duty, 
however,  obliged  him  to  overlook  the  customary  courtesy, 
and  to  oppose  the  leave  which  the  honorable  geiitl«nan 
asked.  He  was  sure  that  his  doing  so  would  not  be  con- 
strued by  the  candor  of  tlie  mover  into  the  least  want  of 
personal  deference.  * 

Had  the  resolution  contemplated  by  the  Senator  been 
one  merely  for  inquiry  i  did  he  desigit  to  refer  the  nbject 
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to  m  commtttee  for  investi^tion,  both  m  to  ftet  and  prin- 
ciple, be  would  be  Rmotig  the  hst  to  intimtte  unwUIing'- 
ness  or  oppOMtion.  But  the  Senate  waa  formally  callM 
upon,  without  any  prerioua  scrutiny,  to  paw  a  judgment 
of  oendemnatioD — to  huten  aiimmarily  to  a  concluikm 
afiecttng  vast  ana  important  tnter«at»— to  entertain  a  reso- 
iHtiOB  whidt  was  in  effect  a  InU— «nd  to  act,  without  au- 
thentic facta  before  tiiem,  in  a  manner  wluch  would  ope- 
rate upon  the  pubUc  mind  as  fbrcibty  aa  if  they  enacted  a 
kw  with  every  preparatoiy  wlemnity  and  care.  Such  a 
proceeding  be  was  compelled  to  reiist  at  its  earliest  sUge. 

He  did  not  feel  hinuelf*  by  any  thinr  past  or  probable, 
the  enlisted  advocate  or  <9poneot  of  the  bank.  He  was 
aa  litde  prepared  to  defend  as  to  asau),  without  stint  or 
discrinination.  But  be  could  not  refrun  from  observing 
that  the  general  course  of  invective  against  its  practices, 
its  object^  and  its  tendencies,  in  which  the  learned  Sena- 
tor bad  indulged,  was  calculated  (certainly  not  intended) 
to  forestall  public  (pinion  upon  the  memorial  for  a  re- 
newal of  ita  charter^  and  to  prevent  the  dispasuonate  in- 
quiry and  grave  connderation  which  were  due  alike  to 
the  petitionera  and  to  the  body  which  they  addressed. 
m»  were  these  elaborated  atta^a  tbui  prematurely 
made?  Why  were  ncstly  two  thirds  of  the  address  just 
delivered  iride  of  the  proposition  started  by  the  ingenious 
and  able  speaker  f  Why  were  the  cvders  or  draAa,  against 
which  the  resolution  waa  penned,  lost  sight  of  in  a  maze 
of  vehement  and  doubtless  sincere  phihppic  a^nst  the 
Mammoth,  the  Colossu:^  the  Protean  monster?  Certainly 
not,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman,  ad  eaptandum  vul- 
gm.  And  yet  the  efifect  might  be  to  dehide  the  public 
miod,  to  make  sU  inquiry  uaelcai,  and  to  prepare  a  con* 
demnatioB  before  a  hearing.  Did  the  hoooMle  Senatm' 
reflect  tot  one  iKwent  upon  the  immediate  evils  of  auch 
a  course?  Did  be  forget  bow  much  ii^ury— irreparable 
injun>^-jM  niglit  be  tbecause  of  inflicting?  The  counts, 
the  dukes,  the  princes,  and  the  kings,  who  in  metapho- 
rical oonfiimm  graced  bis  eloquence,  were  certainly  enti- 
tled to  none  of  his  sympathy :  but  he  [Mr.  D.  1  would  say 
la  the  worthy  Senator,  that «  depredation  in  ue  value  of 
the  property  of  this  bank— an  i»wi»wmining  of  iU  present 
currency,  character,  and  aubifity,  mi^  carry  want,  dis- 
comfort, and  wretchedncsa  among  many  towards  whom 
his  benevolent  nature  would  yearn  as  readily  and  as  warmly 
aa  any  man's.  About  three  nulUons  of  tne  stock  oif  this 
corporation  are  owned  by  widows  and  other  femaleti  two 
milfioDS  aad  a  half  ace  held  in  trust  by  executors  or  guar- 
diani  fiir  ofpbuii  or  otheist  andonendlionandahdfby 
charitrirfe  sodeties  and  similar  bodiea.-  making  an  aggre- 
ss of  near  seven  raUlions,  or  one-fifth  of  the  capitalae- 
tualfy  devoted  and  semi-wuuaUy  contributing  to  the  snb- 
aiatence,  education,  and  happiness  of  those  for  whose 
wel&re  all  generous  hearts  must  beat  in  unison! 

The  bam  upon  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
•mri  had  reared  the  supeistructure  of  hie  ailment  was 
a  printed  comr  of  a  cha^  delivered  to  a  jury  by  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Ui^ted  States, 
nttintf  as  a  circuit  ju<^  in  the  eaatem-^itiiet  of  Penn^l- 
vania.  He  [Hr.  D.]  was  well  acquainted  with  the  eifcum- 
■taaees  and  occa^n  of  that  charge,  and  deemed  it  right 
to  vindicate  the  distmguished  and  learned  magistrate  by 
whom  it  was  pronounced  from  the  idea  involved  in  the 
epithet  "extra-judicial."  It  was  any  tbii^;  but  extra-ju* 
dteia].  TbetriatwasofamaniniUctedfin^paasiDgaooun- 
CetliHC  order  on  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uuted 
Statea.  The  counsel  for  tiie  accused,  exercinng  tiieirpro- 
feaaional  skill,  demanded  his  acquittal  upon  the  ground 
(among  others)  that  the  paper  described  in  the  indictatent 
—a  forigery  of  <Hie  of  the  orders  againat  which  the  gcnde- 
maa  had  levelled  his  battery-~ww  not,  if  genuine,  a  legal 
instrument,  moA  cou3d  not  be  made  the  anmect  of  a  crimi- 
aal  proceeding.  He  went  upon  pieoiBdy  the  Mine  coune 
oftcaMMUi«aa  had  been  heard  that  noniiif.  itbeoMnr 
Voi.  vm.— 10 


the  duty  of  the  judge  carefidlir  to  consider,  and  clearly  to 
expound,  the  law  thus  drawn  into  question.  The  liberty 
of  a  fellow-citizen  was  j^pendent  upon  his  opinion.  He 
was  bound  to  make  it  known  to  the  ^ury :  he  did  sot  and 
this  is  characterized  as  *'  eztta-iudioial!" 

But  the  honorable  Senator  further  complwns  that  the 
Judge  attuned  Us  conolusiora,  as  to  the  intent  and  mear^ 
ing  oftbe  aetof  Congreasincorporatiagthe  bank,  by  **conp 
struction.'*  And  by  what  other  process  could  he  attam 
them?  It  b  conceded  that  no  positive  and  distinct  prohi- 
bition of  these  orders  or  drafb  is  to  be  found  in  the  char- 
ter: and  as  if  to  rincUeate  by  his  practice  the  judge  whom 
he  was  coodemiut^  by  his  precept,  tbe  learned  gentleman 
has  ably  and  inde&tigdily  argued  that  they  are  prohibittny 
by  '*  conftiuction."  He  takes  the  very  coune  he  disap- 
proves, an^  denies  to  others  what  he  cannot  lumselfw) 
without. 

What  is  tbe  resolution  which  the  Senator  aaks  leave  to 
introduce  ?  A  resolution  wluch  it  is  not  within  tiie  compe- 
tency of  tbe  Senate,  nor  <^  Congress,  to  adopt:  or  rather 
one  wliich,  if  adopted,  must  be  wholly  nugatory  and  in- 
operative. This  ts  a  primary  diSicul^,  wlucb  meets  him 
at  tbe  threshold,  and  cannot  be  sunnowrted.  Were  tbqr 
to  be  seriously  asked  to  lef^alate  a  private  corpondioa  out 
oftbe  powers  which  are  alleged  to  be  ezpreml^  §^ven  in 
its  charter,  for  the  possession  of  which  it  lus  paid  a  valua- 
ble consideration,  and  wluch  it  has  beien  ezerciring  uiMler 
jufLcial  sanction?  Did  the  honondile  Senator  really  think 
that  by  any  course  of  proceeifin^  other  than  that  prescrib- 
ed in  Uie  act  of  incorporation,  this  bank  eoold  be  deprived 
of  its  vested  righu?  Was  be  disposed  for  a  moment  to 
entertain  an  appeal,  or  a  wiit  of  cmnv  flwn  tte  judidal 
bibnnals  of  the  counti7  to  the  Serate^  aa  to  tbe  mtsoser, 
or  nonuser,  or  forfeiture  of  the  frandiiae?  If  the  bank 
had  violated  any  of  tbe  rules  and  condituma  of  the  charter. 
It  was  surely  unnecessary  to  say  that  modes  of  remedy  and 
of  punishment  were  provided  and  at  badd.  l^ey  might 
be  dilatoiy,  troublesome,  and  uncertaini  but  let  it  be  re- 
collected that  th^  were  the  modes  oboaen  by  the  Umtcd 
States,  at  the  tinie  the  charter  was  nHwlded,  md  tbo'  an 
the  only  ones  assented  to  by  those  who  accepted  and  paid 
for  it.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  this  bank,  believing  itself 
clothed  with  autbtnity  to  issue  these  orders,  and  that  th«r 
issue  is  usefid  to  the  country,  and  advantageous  to  itself, 
would  abandoo  them  upon  the  mere  expression  of  a  hoatile 
opinion  by  a  majority  of  Congress  adverse  to  the  decinon  of 
tbe  judicial  triouoal!  Such  an  abandonment  would  be  a 
treacherous  relinquishment  of  its  high  trusts  and  pur^ 
posesj  would  evince  an  alarnnng  and  nibserrient  pliancy  to 
the  changes  of  men  and  parties,  and  be  a  tinud  surrender 
of  r^hta  and  interests.  Let  us  not  make  biws,  which  can- 
not—cannot,  he  meant,  upon  the  unchannng  principles  at 
the  constitution  and  of  justice — be  earned  into  effect — 
which  must  be  diwegarded,  and  the  diar«»ard  of  which 
every  reflecting  dtizen  would  af^iroTe  and  extoL 

But,  continued  Hr.  D.,  upon  what  ascertuned  and 
authentic  foundation  of  facta  waa  the  Senate  aaked  to  en- 
tertain this  abrupt  and  sweeping  denunciatifm?  No  com- 
mittee has  embodied  the  results  of  its  inquiries  and  rcfleo* 
tions:  but  we  are  to  actwmplyand  suddenly  upon  the 
representations  and  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 
With  every  respect,  be  was  unprepared  and  unwilling  to 
do  this.  There  were  fiwts  which  mwht  have  a  powenul 
beariiuf  i^on  the  proporitibn;  and  if  say  iaquuy  were 
wished,  he  had  ah«ady  avowed  hit  reatUnesi  to  aceeds  to 
one.  The  nature  and  predse  form  of  the  drafts  referred 
to  bad  yet  been  but  partially  c<»nmmucated.  He  prcaunn 
ed  the  distingmshed  Senator  from  Missouri  would  agree 
with  bim  in  conaidering  it  wholly  immaterial  wlwther  these 
drafts  were  written  or  printedr— on  thick  paper  fir  on  tbin 
—of  one  color  or  anoUier — ^their  language,  purport,  and 
desigo  were  ak>ne  worthy  of  any  notice.  Now,  he  under, 
toidi  odofidentily  toM^tba^  in  cooiawrdal  Mid  bankini' 
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openttions,  these  orders  were  commonplace,  customary 
instnunents,  which  bad  been  in  use  time  out  of  mind — not 
peritapi  oied  to  the  extent  wlu^  this  brak  fai^  found  it 
expedient  to  use  tiiem,  bat  known,  fiunilisrly  and  long 
known,  to  the  aaages  and  fitciUties  of  tnde  and  to  the  laws 
of  the  land.  Mr.  D.  was,  however,  unwilling-  that  even 
auoh  afiwt  as  ttus  should  be  taken  by  the  Senate  upon  his 
-assurance:  but  he  was  more  unwittinr  that  its  opposite 
ahouM  be  assumed,  without  investigation,  as  tlie  ground- 
work of  legislation. 

There  was  another  &ct  into  wUch  it  would  seem  neces- 
sary to  inqtUre,  befbre  ve  eould  safely  hnpute  eittier  nus- 
take  <ff  miseluef.  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner, 
faad  the  bank  pledged  its  renonsibiEty  for  the  payment  of 
these  orders'  The  bon(»able  Senator  denied  their  being 
contracts:  in  what  oUier  light  than  as  the  oontracts  of 
agents  binding  upon  their  principal  they  were  to  be  re- 
■garded,  could  not  weU  be  perceivedi  but  it  may  be,  nay, 
fie  ventured  to  affirm,  positively,  Att  the  bank  had  for- 
mallj  ondeitakcn  and  announced  its  liability,  to  the  utmost 
extent  and  in  the  nioet  onequivooal  manner.  As  far  as 
this  statement  could  tend  to  prevent  alarm  and  to  confirm 
confidence,  it  whs  due  to  the  people  at  large,  to  the  poor 
and  laboring  clanea  of  the  communi^,  into  whose  pockets 
these  drafts  had  found  their  way,  that  it  should  be  thus 
publicly  made.  No  part  the  cunrency  issued  by  this 
corporation  upon  the  Audi  of  its  capital  of  thirty-five  mil- 
Gons  of  diribH,  was  more  sound  andsafe  than  branch  drafts. 
Was  4iis  not  worthy  of  examination  and  ascertamment  be- 
fore  we  pronounced  them  spurious  and  v(»d?  Should 
even  the  fiiee  of  each  draft  not,  in  itself,  import  to  the 
n^d  of  Ae  htmorable  Senator  a  precise  contract,  how 
eauly  might  it  be  connected  with  an  engagement  found 
upon  the  records,  or  in  the  correspondence  and  aoknow- 
ledgmeots  of  the  bank. 

He  objected,  he  repeated,  to  premature  and  precipitate 
■etion.  He  had  admted  to  aonie  matters  upon  which 
more  ^fat  raiglit  be  obtained^  and,  in  his  bumble  opinion, 
'there  weady  existed  a  comn^ttee  of  this  Senate,  to  whose 
induaby,  candor,  and  Intelligenee  they  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred,  if  referred  at  all.  He  meant  tiie  select  committee 
having  in  cbai^  the  memorial  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  for  a  renewal  of  its  cbarteri  and  he  took  occanon 
to  say  to  the  henorable  Senator  from  Iffissouri,  and  to 
pledge  bimaelf  as  a  nember  of  that  committee  to  the 
Senate,  that  Uus  vety  tiib|ect  of  the  branch  drafts  or 
orders  and  every  oUier  subject  intimated  by  jealousy  or 
soipicion,  no  matter  how  formidable  or  trivial,  whether 
plausible  or  idle,  assumhig  the  shape  or  ur  of  an  imputa- 
tion  upon  tite  past  management  or  future  designs  and 
tendencies  of  tins  great  corporation,  should  be  listened 
to  with  frankness,  scrutinized  with  care,  and  imparttally 
disposed  of.  FOrMs  part,  he  was  not  inclined  to  do  other, 
wise  than  approve  the  utmost  vigilance  and  circumspection 
ingnarcfingtne  community  from  the  pos^le  misuse  of  the 
institution.  If  diseases  are  alleged  to  e^dst  in  its  structure, 
or  to  accompany  its  movements,  they  should  be  probed 
ftithfblly  and  feartesaly— the^  shmld  be  searchingly  traced 
to  thtir  source  or  seat{  and  if  the  body  cannot  stand  the 
opeiMien,  let  it  die— let  it  expire  in  the  process,  or  let 
the  iM^isfaitive  krifSe  be  thrust  promptly  to  tiie  heart.  He 
woukTadd.  however,  tiiat  be  bad  yet  to  ifiicover  the  slight- 
est  symptoms  of  any  thing  qf  fte  kind. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  follow  the  able  Senator 
-tlirougli  the  labyrinth  of  obfeetions  he  had  suggested  to 
these  orders  or  drafts.  He  had  certainly  anticipated  no 
such  studied  and  prolonged  argument  as  introductory  to 
the  preseM  motion,  and  was  dftke  unwilling  and  unequal 
tothe  Mm  of  a  regular  reply,  which,  however  pn^ier  it 
m^t  be  b^bre  a  Ju^dal  tribunal,  he  concaved  would 
be  misplaced  and  ill-timed  bete.  But  as  so  much  had  been 
90  well  said,  with  the  view  to  t&credit  the  opinion  of  the 
teuwd  judge,  sndtendii^topradQcea^deitnicttvealanf 


as  to  the  validt^  of  the  currency  in  question,  he  would 
briefly  state  the  impregnable,  though  vmple,  course  of 
reasoning  by  which  its  legally,  uiner  ^e  charter,  wai 
maintained.  He  did  this,  not  because  it  was  essential  to 
the  determination  of  the  matter  before  the  Senate,  bu^  if 
posnble,  to  turn  the  edge  of  a  weapon,  which,  if  not  aim- 
ed, was  pointing  &tal^  at  the  interests  of  the  working 
and  poorer  clasMS  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  not  a  syllable  prohibitory  of 
these  orders  could  be  found  in  the  act  of  incorporation. 
The  sagacity  and  perseverance  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, great  and  anxious  as  dicy  were,  hadfuled  to  disco- 
ver a  single  word  upon  which  tie  could  pause,  and  frankly 
allege  tbor  prohibition.  Yet  he  had  told  and  told  us 
truly,  that  this  charter  was  "at»ffed  and  mmmed  wiA 
rettrietioiu  ond  eoadiHoruf*  by  those  who  framed  it,  with 
a  view  to  satisiy  the  republicans  of  wxtecn  years  i^.  It 
certunly  contuned  many,  probably  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  securities  and  guards  which  wisdom  can  devise  agidmt 
the  mismansxencnt  and  misapplication  of  pow««  and 
privileges  suoi  as  it  confetred.  No  details  seem  to  be 
avoided,  no  specification  is  deemed  too  minute,  and  no 
phraseology  is  left  restricted  or  equivocal,  in  order  to 
bind  the  bank,  and  to  guaranty  the  public.  It  has  often 
and  justly  excited  praise;  but  none  more  flattering  to  the 
republican  principles  and  national  objects  of  those  who 
matured  it,  than  the  encomium  (rf*  the  learned  gentlematt 
who  described  it  as  **ttufidand  ertmmed  vstik  ratnetimtt 
and  etn^ihnt."  And  yet,  though,  thus  "ituffi^  and 
crammtdy"  not  a  sentence  is  to  be  detected,  which,  by 
any  sort  of  construction,  direct  or  circuitous,  nMural  «r 
strained,  can  be  made  to  import  the  prohibition  which  the 
Senator  would-  engraft  upon  it.  The  wise  and  upright 
men  of  tlie  day  on  which  this  instroment  beftic  date,  were 
.  not  apt  to  overtook  plun  consequences,  or  easy  means  of 
evanon,  nor  to  mi^e  laws  so  in^rfectiy  as  to  leave  open- 
ings into  whieh  ioaeets  nught  msh  to  de&ee  tiiem.  They 
did  what  they  intended  to  do— and  they  left  undone  what 
tiiey  had  no  intention  to  do. 

The  seventh  section  of  this  charter  bestows  upon  tiie 
corporation,  in  the  usual  form,  its  style  and  legal  c^wri- 
ties,  and  concludes,  generally,  that  it  tftall  **  do  tmd  exeeute 
oil  and  aingtdar  the  oete,  molten,  and  thingt  tvAtcA  to  thtm 
it  »haU  or  may  appetiain  to  do,  mbfeett  naertMmt  ta  tke 
mk$,  regulations,  reactions,  KmilaHwUf  and  prtaSmom 
hereinafter  prescribed  and  dtetared."  He  [Mr.  J>.]  had 
already  sua  that  the  orders  or  drafts  were  nowhere  ex- 
cluded in  any  of  the  rules  prescribed  and  declared  i  and 
it  could  scarcely  be  expected  tiiat  before  the  Senate  of 
tlie  United  States  he  would  make  a  labored  effort  to  diow 
that  the  drawing  and  issuing  such  papM*  were  "owtten 
and  thinfff'  which  it  appertained  to  every  trading  aaaocia- 
tion,  eramninal  firm,  or  bank  to  do.  They  were  cm- 
braced  in  the  general  grant  of  powers,  siid  were  not 
excepted  fmn  it  by  any  BubaequentUnutation-  All  modes 
of  conducting  tiie  business  and  opmfions  of  tiie  bank» 
consistent  nvith  its  declared  purposes  and  Kmits,  were 
expressly  confoired,  and  'IhMe  orders  were  ttMreftrc 
included. 

But  this  general  reasomng  became  altogether  irreriatible 
when  it  was  found  sanctioned  by  tiie  very  letter  of  the 
charter.  In  the  e^thth  fhndamenUl  rale  of  the  eleventh 
section,  in  recapitiuating  the  modes  by  which  the  bank 
might  become  indebted,  these  wordsareuaed — "the  total 
amount  of  dtAttiMeh  the  aaid  eorporoHon  shaU  ai  any  time 
owe,  wliMer  by  bend,,  bili,  m4e,  «r  ontn  ooHrmACT. 
What  other  eontratt?  Every  other  oonfiract  wltieh  it  may 
appertain  to  a  bank  to  make.  These  orders?  wl^  not? 
K  the  Senate  can  persuade  itself  Aey  are  not  wUroeta, 
as  the  honorable  Senator  has,  by  the  enierg«ncy  o£  his 
case,  been  Aivcn  to  ssmt^  then  indeed  tMs  single  phrase 
furnishes  no  protectiea.  But  1t  surely  can  wqoire,  in  a 
oommerdal  country,  no  rewnteace  to  first  prionple*,  or 
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to  Bi^nh  common  tew  definitioiM,  much  lotto  the  vene- 
nble  uttiquitict  of  Coke  tnd  Peere  WlUUms,  to  prove 
that  the  ennKements  of  un  authorized  a^nt  are  the 
contracts  or  uie  principalt  or  that  tbe  bank,  openly, 
notorioudy,  sroirealy  uniniin|f  upon  itself  the  pigment 
of  theae  onlen^  does  concluMvtlpr  make  them  obligatory 
oMittactl  to  the  full  extent  of  their  terms  and  amounts. 

Axain:  These  rety  orders  or  drafU  are  described, 
Mufen  vtrhi$,  in  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  charter, 
mad  are  protected,  as  legal,  with  tbe  highest  sanctions. 
**If  any  person  shall  falsely  make,  foi^,  or  counterfeit, 
'or  cause  or  procure  to  be  ftlsely  made,  Awged,  or  coon- 
■terfeitcd,  or  wfllin^jr  aid  or  asnst  in  ftteety  making, 
*ftnging,  or  counterfinling,  any  bill  or  note,  in  imitation 

*  o^  or  purporting  to  be,  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  orders  <tf 

*  the  prcndent,  directors,  and  company  of  the  said  bank, 
*or  AHT  OBVim  or  check  on  the  said  bank  or  corporation, 
*orAHT  CASBtxB  TBXBSorf" or  "shall  falsely  altrr,  &c., 
*XTiT  oiDsm  or  cheek  on  sud  bank  or  corporation,  or 
*AnT  CASBiBK  TBBBior;"  or  **shan  pass,  utter, or  pubtish, 
*fce.  u  true,  any  fidse,  forged,  or  counterAited  obsbb or 
*dieck  upon  the  sud  Innk  or  corporation,  orawr  cisbibb 
*TBBBBor,'*  &e.,  or  duiH  pass,  utter,  or  publbh,  fcc. 

*  any  fidsely  altered  obobb  or  check  on  the  said  bank  or 

*  corporation,  or  Aitr  cissibb  TBtRBor,"  ice,  every  such 
person  sliall  be  deemed  ^ilty  of  felony,  and,  on  convic- 
tion, must  be  sentenced  to  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  less 
than  three,  nor  more  than  t<Fn  years,  or  be  imprisoned, 
not  cBceeding  ten  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  ftve 
thousand  dtribrs.  Now,  each  of  these  assailed  drafts  is 
neither  more  nor  less,  in  common  sense,  or  in  technical 
law,  than  an  order  on  the  catkier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statetf  whether  drawn  by  one  person  or  by  another,  by 
an  agent  or  Sy  a  customer,  makes  here  no  difTerence. 
Why,  then,  if  it  be  an  instrument  not  authorized  by  the 
charter,  spurious,  illegal,  and  Toid,  why  is  it  thus  anx- 
iously yarded,  and  m  forgery  thus  sererely  puiudied? 
Why,  if  not  within  the  contemptetion  of  the  ngorous  and 
pure  republieans  who  **aht^ed  and  trammed  me  net  vnth 
TtHrieHmu  and  am^tumt,"  a  it  merely  not  dheountenane- 
ed,  but  speetelly  recognised  as  a  &vorite,  to  be  shielded 
ftmn  all  tmpunty,  una  to  be  vindicated,  by  penalties  in- 
volving the  incarceration  and  infiimy  of  offenders,  from 
all  doubt  or  danger?  Differing  entirely  from  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Missouri,  he  [Mr.  D.l  would,  upon 
every  soch  question,  look  with  peeoUar  solicitude  to  the 
penu  clause  of  the  act  Congress.  Other  parts  may  be 
loosely  constructed,  and  their  meaning  be  left  to  be  ascer- 
tained  by  the  ordinary  principles  and  rules  of  inter- 
pretation) but  /Aw  is  uniformly  framed  with  scrupulous 
exactitude,  to  be  con^rued  strictly,  and  to  be  accompanied 
by  Mich  specification  as  will  enable  every  one  to  under- 
stsnd  what  he  is  to  avoid.  It  is  here  that  we  find,  more 
exactly  than  elsewhere  in  this  charter,  the  particulars  of 
tile  currency  confided  to  the  control  and  dheretion  of  the 
bank — it  n  here  the  protection  ts  provided  fbr  each  par- 
ticular—and it  is  here  that  these  orders  on  the  cashier, 
denounced  by  the  gentleman,  in  his  meditated  resolution, 
as  "iOegal,"  are  signally  and  emphatically  surrounded  by 
the  conservative  sanctions  of  the  criminal  code. 

Need  he  ssy  more'  The  question  was,  in  his  opinion, 
in  every  aspect,  too  plain  to  justify  prolonged  nebate; 
and  he  must  apologize  for  having  taken  up  more  time  than 
he  at  first  proposed.  Befi>re,  however,  resundng  nqr  seat, 
nid  Hr.  D.,  I  must  again  beg  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  to  be  assum  that  this  feefale  effort  on  my  part  to 
prevent  bis  obtainiiqf  the  leave  be  asks,  springs  from 
periisps  a  too  lively  aente  of  duty,  and  a  too  firm  convic- 
tkm  of  the  dangers  which  might  follow  from  our  enter- 
tstning  his  proposal  for  one  momentt  and  eertainlf  from 
■0  diminution  of  the  deep  and  corral  respect  felt  for 
every  thing  he  does  or  says.  Hor  can  I  fbrbetr  to  add, 
thM^  hmd  his  proposition  been  tendered  in  tiw  shape  of  a 


resolution  fbc  inquiry,  nnaccompamed  by  the  elabcnto 
and  powerfiil,  an^  therefere,  in  my  estimation,  dangergos 
display  of  his  abifi^  and  eloquence  we  have  witnessed 
this  nmnii^,  I  would  bkve  jmned  him  with  b  plesaura 
infinitely  gro^r  than  I  have  experienoed  m  oppodng  lum. 
To  me  me  Bank  of  the  United  SttSes  Is  oothingbat  * 
bank — a  mere  bank — enacted  under  the  influence  tho 
purest  motives,  for  admind>le  purposes.  If  it  dudl  have 
prostitoted  its  Acuities  by  embarking  in  the  contests  <^ 
political  par^,  it  will  find  nte,  however  humble  and  weak^ 
an  impteci^le  opponent;  but  i^  ss  I  unhevtuingly  avow 
my  ei^ectatioti,  it  shall  appear  uprightly  and  impartiaUy 
and  efndently  to  have  aonieved  its  great  public  duties, 
and  tonrondse  still  fiirdiertissftilnesstothecoonti]r,lDnist» 
and  will,  wish  it  tohave  justice,  stabifity,  and  success. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  that  the  resolution  nurlit  be  refened 
to  the  select  oommittee  already  appointed  cm  the  bank, 
and  then  undergo  the  ordeal  wished  fiir  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  the  ac^ 
mission  of  the  resnAution.  Hm  flenato  nright  proceed 
with  it  as  they  pleased,  after  its  iutrodoction.  He  was 
not  suffidently  acquainted  with  tbs  Acts  itated  by  ttw 
gmtlemui,  to  enable  him  to  dedde  without  fiirther  in- 
vestigation. He  had  ofton  given  his'  vote  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce rescrfations  wUeh  he  had  no  Intention  of  support- 
ing.   He  did  not  intend  to  bind  himself  to  support  the 

firesent  resolution.  Tbe  ftots  stated  by  the  gentleman 
rom  Penniylvania  had  deeply  impressed  his  mind.  He 
had,  years  ance,  advocated  ne  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject) and  he  was  stiU  of  the  opinion  that  the  imputations 
wi^nst  the  bank  should  be  eztmined.  The  importanee 
of  the  subject  seemed  to  demand  thist  and,  Oerefbre,  hi 
everv  possible  view,  be  was  of  opiirion  that  all  objeetioRS 
should  be  waived,  and  that,  as  a  mntter  of  oonrtesf ,  tiw 
resolution  sbeaU  be  raeeivcd.  He  should  vote  fbr  its  in- 
troduction. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  had  never  considered  the  exercise  of 
the  rights  claimed  snd  exercised  by  the  corporation,  un- 
der the  charter,  praetioally  wrong.  He  was  always  ^s- 
posed  to  extend  courtesy  to  the  members  generalfyt  and 
ne  felt  as  rincerely  as  his  colleague  for  tiie  interests  of  bis 
constitoents.  But,  nr,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  are  we  call^ 
upon  to  dot  We  are  caUed  upon  to  pronounce  that  the 
president  and  directon  of  die  Bank  of  the  United  States 
have  exceeded  thdr  powers,  and,  consequently,  fiirfeited 
their  eharten  and  that  the  opinkm  wluch  onfe  of  the  judges 
of  the  dicnit  oourt  of  the  United  States  has  given  upon 
the  question  is  extra-iu^Dial,  and,  consequently,  null 
and  v(nd.  Now,  Mr.  B.  was  of  the  opinion  that  Con- 
gress had  not  the  power  to  act  upon  thia  subject,  in  the 
manner  proposedt  but  if  they  could,  the  injury  would 
not  &il  op(Hi  the  bank,  but  upon  the  peoplct  not  upon 
those  who  issued,  but  upon  those  who  held  these  bank  or- 
dm  that  were  to  be  condemned  as  worthless.  Sir,  said 
Hr.  B.,  for  the  very  resson  and  on  the  very  ground  that 
the  gentleman  supports  tUsmeasnre,  I  feel  myself  bound, 
in  mercy  to  my  constitoents,  to  raise  my  voice  against  it. 
He  advocates  it  on  the  principle  that  the  orders  issoed 
are  injurious  to  the  West;  ana  I  oppose  it  on  the  ground 
that  sny  act  of  oura,  calouteted  to  destroy  the  confidence 
of  the  oommunlty  in  tbe  validly  of  these  orders  would 
produce  serious  injury  and  extcMBve  losses  to  nqr  eonifi- 
toenti^  who  hold  an  immense  amount  of  these  very  wders 
in  their  possession.  lam  notin&vor^^i^jaringthe  Inntv 
cent  hoMers  of  fhe  bank  paper,  in  order  to  pnniita  tiie 
institution,  if,  in  fact,  it  deserves  any  censure.  I  cannot 
consent  to  ^ve  my  vote  fiir  a  rest^tion  whidi  is  intended 
to  cast  suspicion  upon  the  validity  of  the  paper,  and  thus 
alarm  the  people  who  are  its  holders;  which  alarm  cannot 
fail  to  operate  seriously  i^^ainst  the  very  persons  whan 
tbe  gemleman  Is  so  desirous  to  serve.  If  tte  ventlsBian 
had  only  odced  fiir  an  inquiry,  Mr.  B.  would  beu^ 
agree  to  it]  but  he  eaoU  never  consent  to  psis  a  poritire 
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fOMhition,  theimniedittedbotoorirttidiwoald&nthut 
henity  upon  hii  conatituenU.  Bu^  Mr.  B.  Kud,  H  did  not 
devcdve  on  Congress  to  conitrae  the  Uwi:  their  duty  vu, 
to  make  them,  tnd  then  leave  their  exposition  and  con- 
•truction  to  the  proper  tribunals.  He  could  not  admit  the 
proprietr  of  tlie  attempt  to  prejudice  and  inflame  the 
mhrai  of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  bank,  before  the 

E roper  time  bad  airired  for  the  aubj  ect  to  be  inTesti^ted. 
ie  could  not,  therefore,  extend  the  courtesy  to  his  col- 
league to  Tote  for  the  introduction  of  bia  resolutioni  and, 
however  much  be  might  re^t  to  have  his  vote  go  abroad, 
with  the  appearance  of  having  contributed  to  shut  out  in- 
Tcstigatioii,  he  should  not  shnnk  from  the  responsibUi^' 
of  renisiag  leave  for  the  introduction  of  this  mischievous 
propoMtion.  He  believed  the  issuing  of  the  paper  cur- 
Noqr  had,  so  far  from  produdng  iivjury  to  the  West, 
been  greatly  advantageous  and  highly  benefidal  to  the 
Westt  and  tbat  it  wia  the  true  interest  of  that  aection  of 
tile  oountty  to  nu^Dtun  the  eirculiAion  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency <  therefore,  any  attempt  to  disparage  it,  or  to  pre- 
judice  the  count^  against  it,  would  be  fata!  to  the  people 
<iS  the  West,  who  were  extensive  bolden  of  these  onlers. 

Mr.  FORSTTH  thought  this  discussion  premature— it 
beiiw  a  matter  of  course  to  grant  leave  for  introduction 
of  bills  and  reeolntions.  The  subject-matter  was  not  now 
properly  under  conrideration.  He  sliould  not  object  to 
the  form  of  tiie  resolution,  although  it  waa  ia  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  change  its  form,  after  its  introduction, 
and  refer  it  as  waa  thought  proper.  Notwithstanding 
the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  agunst  the  measure,  he 
Aot^^t  an  inquiry  into  the  subject  nM^eaaary.  He  had 
<rfken  Toted  for  the  introduction  of  measures  to  vludi  he 
waa  indiirerent  He  was  ncrt  blind  to  the  defects  of  the 
hunk,  and  to  the  necessity  of  correcting  them.  Hethought 
diat  this  means  had  been  resorted  to,  to  evade  the  limita- 
tions  of  tiie  charter  of  the  bank,  but  not  for  unworthy 
purpoaesi  on  the  contrary,  the  object  was,  to  enable  them 
to  do  what  they  considered  it  their  duty  to  perform.  Yet 
it  was  still  an  evasion,  and  a  proper  subject  for  inveatiga' 
tion.  If  the  &cts  stated  antiiut  the  bank  were  true,  it  must 
affect  the  institution,  and  it  would  be  necessary  for  Con- 
gress  to  do  something  to  prerent  iiyurious  consequences 
to  the  people,  in  that  event.  The  paper  was  received  by 
the  General  Government  in  paymmt  of  duties  and  every 
other  obligation,  and  tliere  waa  no  difficulty  ariiing  from 
the  orders.  If  there  was  danger  to  be  apprehended,  a 
simple  resolution  of  Congress,  prohibiting  the  circulation. 
Would  instant^  obviate  the  evil,  and  prevent  its  recur- 
rence. He  waa  not  in  favor  of  refemng  the  subject  to' 
the  committee  charged  with  the  question  of  recbartering 
the  bank,  as  it  did  not  relate  to  tiie  future,  but  to  the  pre- 
sent institution,  and  tq  the  revenue.  The  select  com- 
mittee, be  thought,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present 
question.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  wished  to  cor- 
rect what  he  believed  to  be  wrong  in  the  bank;  and  he 
[Mr.  F.j  had  no  objection.  He,  therefore,  hoped  tbat 
there  would  be  no  further  objection  to  the  leave  for  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution,  or  obstruction  tlirown  in 
the  way  of  inquiry  into  the  aubject. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  waa  disposed  to  extend  courteffv  to 
an  application  for  leave,  whenever  a  resolution  was  offer- 
ed, proper  for  cnnsiderationj  but  not  otherwise.  The 
present  distinctiy  declared  that  the  issuing  of  these  notes, 
whioli  were  now  circulated  all  over  the  country,  n'as  an 
unautiiorized  assumption  of  power,  and,  coiAequently,  an 
unhwful  act  on  the  part  of  the  bank .  Now,  said  Mr.  C, 
what  is  the  extent  of  this  inquiry?  Is  the  Senate  to  be 
made  tlie  tribunal  to  investigate  it?  Is  this  tbe  branch  of 
the  Government  in  which  the  duty  is  vested,  either  to  re. 
commend  or  to  prejudice  the  institution,  by  the  determi^ 
nation  of  this  question  ?  Surely  not.  The  judicial  depart' 
meot  is  tlie  proper  tribunal.  If  tbe  proposition  was  to' 
institote  an  uiquiry  into  the  right  exercised  by  the  bank, 


and  the  propriety  of  the  practice  of  tbe  preudent  and 
Erectors  m  lasuingthcM  orders,  be  should  not  object  to 
its  introduction;  but  be  should  protest  agunst  admitting  a 
positive,  declaratory  resolution,  wliich  assumes  facts,  and 
condemns  the  bank,  without  inquiry.  The  Senate  would 
naturally  feel  inclined,  at  a  proper  time,  to  receive  all  tbe 
information  that  might  be  onered  respecting  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  bank;  but,  when  they  were  called  upon  to 
pass  such  a  resolution  as  this,  prefaced  by  every  aivument, 
either  legislative,  profesrional,  or  political,  which  the  ta< 
lents  and  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  could  devise  to  sua- 
tain  it,  Mr.  C-  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  extending 
courtesy  so  far  as  to  assent  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  SMd  that  he  had  always  been  of  the 
OQtDion  that  resolutions  proposing  an  inquiry  which  would 
obvioualy  affect  tbe  value  «  tbe  proper^  <^  individual^ 
should  be  introduced  with  great  caution;  neverthdea^  be 
had  never  voted  agunsta  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning 
a  public  question;  for  it  lay  in  the  breast  of  every  Senator 
to  decide  whether  the  public  interest  demanded  the  in- 
quiry. He  didnotagree  witii  tbe  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, relative  to  the  form  of  tlie  resolution.  If  the  ques- 
tion bad  been  otdjjr  for  a  committee  of  this  body  to  inquire 
into  a  supposed  vioUtion  of  the  charter,  he  should  hare 
concurred;  but,  instead  of  that,  it  was  proposed  to  intro- 
duce a  Jmnt  resolution,  to  be  acted  upon  equally  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  declaratory  that  the  charter  was  vio- 
lated, and  tbat  tbe  circulation  of  the  notes  be  suppressed- 
Many  milllona  of  those  bills  were  now  in  the  pockets  of 
the  people  of  this  country;  and  what  effect,  after  all, 
would  tlus  inquiry  have  upon  tbe  institution?  Did  it  de- 
volve upon^the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the  notes  were 
v<nd,  or  to  act  at  this  time  upon  so  important  a  subject' 
Should  they  not,  on  the  contniy,  proceed  with  the  utmost 
deliberation,  and  make  due  inquiiy,  before  they  resolved 
upon  a  measure  deciding  so  great  tuid  imminent  a  question  ? 
He  would  put  the  inquiry  to  every  Senator  present,  whe- 
ther, if  there  bad  been  an  unlawful  exercise  of  power, 
and,  coiiBequentIy,the  paper  issued  was  void — whether  they 
should,  before  the  matter  waa  decided,  let  a  proposition 
of  this  nature  go  abroad  to  affect  ttie  property  of  the 
community.  Docs  not  the  importance  of  the  subject  re- 
quire a  deliberate  investigation?  It  was  sometiiing  more 
than  mere  form  that  was  objected  to;  it  was  the  subject- 
matter  of  tiie  resolution  which  waa  opposed.  It  proposed 
to  declare  that  the  bills  in  circulation  were  ille^d,  and 
ought  to  be  suppressed.  He  could  not  consent  to  vole 
for  such  a  propoution,  which,  also^  called  on  the  Senate 
to  declare  that  a  particular  decision  of  one  of  tlie  judges 
in  a  court  of  the  United  States  sliould  not  have  been 
made.  He  was  not  of  that  opinion,  and  he  would  not 
consent  to  gi'ant  the  leave  a&ked  for.  " 

Mr.  FOUSYTH  replied  that  he  considered  it  a  mere 
question  of  form,  as  the  Senate  did  not  adopt  the  reso- 
lution by  permitting  it  to  be  introduced,  but  only  dedured 
that  the  subject  waa  one  that  might  be  investigated.  He 
should  be  more  alarmed  if  hia  propci'^  was  in  jeopardy 
by  a  reference  of  an  inquiry-  to  a  committee,  than  by  tlie 
introduction  of  this  resolution.  It  was  but  an  act  of  or- 
dinary courtesy  that  was  asked.  If  gc^ntlemen  tbouglit 
it  would  disquiet  the  people,  or  damage  their  property,  it 
might  be  la'd  on  the  table. 

[Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  it  could  not  be  done.] 

Mr.  F.  stud  that  tlie  question  of  granting  leave  might, 
if  not  the  resolution  itself.  He  could  not  think  that  the 
action  of  Congress  on  the  resolution  would,  in  the  airi- 
est degree,  affect  the  property  of  tlie  holders  f»f  these 
bank  orders.  The  imputation  of  the  uivalidity  of  the 
practice  of  issuing  the  orders  was  already  abroad,  and 
no  new  fears  would  be^xcited  by  this  resolution.  He  said 
there  were  two  decisions  on  the  question,  in  opposition  to 
each  other,  and  the  object  was  to  have  settled  the  contra- 
diction, sml  corrtcl  tlie  errors.  He  thought  that  the  courto 
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oT  tlie  United  Stitei  wu  not  the  place  to  apply  fiw  a 

remedy. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  wouktoot  go  into  the  meritsftfthe  pro- 
position because  the  gentleman  from  Peni^Ivania  had 
done  to,  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  deem  it  necesiary. 
That  gentleman  had  ezpreaaed  the  opinion,  in  which  he 
[Ifr.  W.l  coocurred*  that,  eren  if  this  resolution  vere  to 
be  pamecC  it  would  be  eotirelv  iaopetstive^  because,  if  the 
inquiry  was  whether  the  bank  had  tmiacended  its  char- 
ter, that  uidawful  aasumptuHi  of  power  was  provided 
•Suoat  by  aarirc^Miat  in  the  Supreme  Court.  So  much  for 
tSe  merits  the  question,  wluch  he  had  not  intended  to 
toudi.  It  was  said  that  the  bills  were  ymA,  and  that  the 
bank  was  cooacquently  not  bound  to  pay  them.  But  be 
would  ask,  if  su<^an  opiiuon  was  known  to  be  agitated  in 
the  Senate,  whether  it  would  not  be  likelyto  affect  tbecur- 
renc/,  disquiet  the  people,  who  were  interested  in  the  cir- 
cula^oo,  and  create  anxiety  and  alarm.  In  conclunon,  he 
considered  the  whole  of  this  discuanon  premature,  which 
should  have  followed  and  not  preceded  the  introduction 
tsU  the  reaobition,  or  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WILKINS  had  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  subject 
of  the  light  of  the  bank  to  issue  these  orders,  but  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  declare  it  now.  But,  even  on  tlie  sup- 
poMticm  that  his  opinion  was  against  tlie  legality  of  the 
orders,  he  would  be  reluctant  to  vote  for  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution.  For  what  did  it  propose  but  to  declare 
that  the  paper  currency  of  the  bank  was  illegal  and  void, 
and  that,  too,  while  it  waayet  in  the  hands  ot  the  people, 
and  circulating  over  the  whole  Uniont  and  absolutely  to 
auppreas  it,  while  the  people  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
the  damages  resulting  from  the  depreciation  of  the  paper? 
He  shotUd,  therefore,  whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of 
the  legality  of  the  practice,  out  of  mercy  to  the  people, 
vote  against  this  resolution,  which  contuned  a  complete 
and  decided  assertion  that  the  bank  had  actually  forleited 
Uscharter,  and,  therefiire,  the  wrders  issued  would  be  ab- 
solutely void.  He  would  repeat,  that  if  such  was  his 
opinion,  out  of  mercy  to  tb«  people,  he  would  keep  it  to 
mmself.  He  was  reluctant  to  agitate  the  question  now,  aa 
the  time  would  soon  arrive  when  it  would  come  up  re- 
gularly. Ue  was  reluctant,  because  he  knew  how  easy  it 
was  to  spread  alarm  abroad.  The  effect  of  knowing  that 
Congress  had  taken  up  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and  were 
now  considering  a  bill  declaring  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  have  been  vioUted,  would  he  to  excite 
alarm  and  i^;itation  over  the  whole  country.  He  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Ur.  B£Nl'ON  sud  there  were  two  ways  to  bring  about 
the  object  in  viewi  one  was  to  submit  it  to  the  Senate; 
the  other  to  apply  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  was  authorized  to  cause  an  investigation  into  the  af- 
fair, and,  if  it  was  found  that  the  charter  was  broken  and 
v<Md,  to  report  accordingly.  Ue  thouglit  that  if  the  prac- 
tice wa*  not  lawful,  now  was  the  time  to  find  it  out— tlw 
sooner  the  better.  The  same  directors  were  now  in  the 
bank  as  when  these  orders  were  first  inued.  Iftheydiould 
go  out  of  office,  and  new  ones  take  their  place,  the  object 
nugfat  not  be  so  easily  accomplished. 

Ur.  MllXEB  wished  to  know  further  concerning  the 
subject.  He  had  listened  to  what  had  been  said,  and  his 
desire  for  further  information  was  increased.  He  thought 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  should  make  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  SHTTU  objected  to  this  reference,  on  the  ground, 
of  the  incompetency  of  the  committee  to  decide  upon  the 
legality  of  the  practice. 

Mr.  HARCY  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  con- 
tended on  one  side  tliat  the  cliartcr  of  the  bank  was  for- 
feited, and,  on  the  other  side,  that  it  was  not  forfeited]  and 
as  thoe  opinions  were  entitled  to  equal  respect  and  con- 
side  ration,  it  would  be  first  necessary  to  decide  this  point; 
after  which,  they  might  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the 
pnctica  <^  iaauiDK  these  ofders.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
wotdd  be  received. 


Mr.  CLAYTON  suggested  the  propriety  of  modifying 
the  re8oluti<m  so  that  it  should  provide  simply  for  an  in- 
quiry into  the  matter. 

Mr.  KANE  asid  there  was  one  view  of  the  question, 
which  had  not  been  taken,  and  iriiidi  had  fltnieic  nil  mind 
for»bly  t  that  was,  whether  it  would  not  be  injurious  to  the 
counti^-  to  pTDceed  to  free  the  stockholders  mm  responsi- 
bility. He  thought  there  was  no  posrible  form  in  wbidi 
this  inquiry  could  be  made  by  the  Senate,  except  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  joint  resolution  t  not  aa  a  le- 
gislative body,  but  aa  stockholders  of  the  baiik.  It  was 
the  unifbrm  etistom  to  grant  leave  of  introduetioiH  and 
he  should  conform  to  it  in  the  present  instance.  His  n^d 
wss  not  made  up  as  to  the  merits  of  the  question,  and  be 
should  express  no  opinion  upon  it  at  present. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  that,iA'hatever  his  opinion  nught  be  upon 
the  mun  question,  he  should  not  now  speak  upon  it;  but 
he  believed  the  resolution  would  be  aamuch  opposed  in  ita 
present  shape,  as  one  would  be  that  proposed  to  liberate 
all  the  alavea  in  the  State  of  MisM>uri.  or  that  no  white 
man  should  hold  proper^  in  Georgia. 

Mr.  KING  was  always  willing  to  vote  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  resolutions  of  inquiry  generslly;  but  he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  not  consent  to  admit  this  resolution  in 
its  present  form.  If  it  was  one  of  inquiry  alone,  he  would 
give  it  his  vote,  and  be  in  fiivor  of  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  did  not  think  it  prtqwr 
to  record  lus  vote  in  favor  of  a  first  and  second  reami^  of 
this  resolution  in  its  present  riiape,  which  would  follow  if 
it  were  introduced,  and  send  that  vole  abroad  to  the 
country.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  modified  be> 
fore  it  was  adndtted. 

Mr.  DALLAS  suggested  whether  the  Cwnnuttee  on  the 
Judiciary  was  competent  to  make  the  inquiiy. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  was  of  the  opinion  that  ttie  frankness 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  riving  an  explanation  of 
the  reasons  for  the  resolution,  had  defeated  instead  of  sup- 
porting theobjectin  view.  If  tliegentleman,  insteadofen- 
terii^,  as  he  had,  into  the  wide  field  of  aiwument  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution,  had  been  rilent,  Ae  leave  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  granted.  He  thought  it  was  hard- 
ly &ir  to  take  advantage  of  that  gentleman's  frankness,  by 
excluding  the  resolution,  because  they  found  the  subject- 
matter  improper  to  be  investigated,  as  the  gentleman 
was  under  no  obligation  to  have'expl^ed  the  character 
the  proposed  meaaure,  unless  it  was  his  pleasure  to  do  so. 
He  hoped  the  Senate  would  take  this  view  into  comidefk- 
tion,  and  extend  its  courtesy  to  the  gentleman,  notwith- 
stancUng  the  course  wtdch  had  been  pursued. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ^nting  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  resolution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grun- 
dy, Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  Manpim,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White. — Id. 

NAYS  Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,   Buekner,  Chambers. 

CUyton,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendncks,  Dallas, 
Hofmea,  Jcdinston,  King,  Knight,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bob- 
bins, Hobinson,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Webster,  Wilkins—SS. 

So  the  leave  was  ref\ued,  and  then  tlie  Senate  adjourn- 
ed to  Men^y. 

MOKDAT,  Jl.ITUi.RT  23. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  residution: 
Jtemloed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  inform  the  Senate  (if  any  data  in  hia  department 
will  enable  him  to  do  so,  and,  if  not,  that  be  endeavor  to 
obtun  the  mfbtmatien  from  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States)  upon  the  foUowii^  pants: 
1.  The  amount  of  paper  currency  in  circulatibn  in  the 
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form  of  orda-a  drawn  by  the  pretidente  of  the  branch 
banks  on  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uiuted  Stateii 
distinguishing  the  amount  circulated  from  e«eh  branch, 
and  showing  the  amounts  of  the  Afferent  denondottioiis, 
or  sizes,  of  the  orders  req>ectively. 

2.  The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  co(n  and  bullion  an- 
nuaSy  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to  the  parent  bank 
til  Philadelphia,  since  such  bnuich  began  toiiiue  a  eurrftn- 
cy  of  branch  bank  orders. 

3.  The  names  of  the  branch  banks,  if  anyt  kt  whii^  the 
orders  ^wn  by  other  branch  banks  on  the  casluer  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  issued  as  currency,  are 
not  receivable  in  depositea  as  caebi  and  whether  any  dis- 
tinction, in  receivinr  or  refiinng  such  depoaitei^  is  made 
between  the  Federu  Government  and  the  citizent  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

4.  Whether  tliere  is  any  instruction  from  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  commanding  the 
drawers  of  these  ordera  to  cash  them  at  the  branch  where 
drawn. 

Mr.  MOORE  submitted  the  following  rescAutiona; 

Beujioed,  Tliat  the  select  committee  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  President,  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  be  Instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  the  duration  of 
the  charter  to  be  renewed  or  established,  to  a  term  not 
exceeding  ten  years;  and  ftbo  restrictinff  the  power  of 
tbe  directcHi  in  such  manner  as  not  to  permit  the  estabUdt- 
ment  of  a  btanch,  or  the  location  of  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite,  in  any  State,  without  the  assent  and  appro- 
bation of  the  General  Assembly  of  such  State. 

Saohed,  aba.  That  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  excluding  foreign  subscription,  and  of  re- 
serving one-third  of  the  capiw  to  be  subscribed  for  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  not  been  stock- 
holders in  the  present  bankt  and 

Rasolvsd,  furtiuTt  That  said  cunmittee  inquire  into  the 
.  expediency  of  recognising,  by  express  terms,  the  autho- 
rity of  any  State  in  which  a  branch,  or  office  of  discount 
and  deposite,  may  be  located,  to  impose  a  tax  upon  the 
stock,  at  the  rate  of  tax  imposed  upon  the  State  institu- 
tions of  like  character,  or  at  the  rate  of  tax  imposed  upon 
moneyed  capital  of  private  individuals. 

THE  RULES. 

Mr.  FOOT  submitted  the  following  motion: 
itaoked.  That  the  9th  rule  of  the  Senate  be  amended 
to  read  as  follows:  *'No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the 
same  shull  be  seconded)"  nor  shall  any  debate  be  permit- 
ted until  the  President  shall  liave  announced  to  the  Senate 
the  subject  under  conuderatioat  and  the  question  of  con- 
i^eration  shall  be  in  order  on  the  introduction  of  any 
subject  presented  for  the  Senate,  and  ^1  be  decided 
without  debate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  conuderation  of  tlie  reso- 
solution  offered  by  Mr.  Cut,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
and  the  amendment  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Hathb. 

Mr.DICKERSON,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  in  support  of  the 
resolution.  He  sud,  the  scope  of  tlie  resolution  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  did  not  embrace  the 
great  principles  of  the  tariff  question,  but  left  for  future 
discussion,  if  such  discussion  should  be  deemed  advisable, 
the  whole  policy  of  the  protective  systiiun.  It  was  sup- 
posed by  the  friends  of  this  system,  that  reducing  the 
duties  to  tlie  amount  of  six  or  seven  millions  of  dollars,  al- 
though upon  articles  not  produced  or  manu&ctured  in 
tbia  country,  would,  in  fact,  relieve  the  people  to  that 
exact  amount  in  the  payment  of  taxes.  It  was  believed 
that  Ais  reBef  would  be  equally  agreeable  to  the  friends 
and  the  enemies  of  tlie  tariff.  Nor  was  it  believetl  tliat 
there  was  any  party  in  the  United  States  so  much  in  love 


witii  taxe^  that  they  \ft)ukl  obstinately  retain  daties  to  ttx 
amount  of  millions  not  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
nor  fer  any  other  purpose  whatever.  Tbe  Senator  fVom 
Kentucky,  however,  took  a  wide  range  in  his  obaervn* 
tions,  embracing  the  policy  of  distributing  our  surj^us 
revenue  among  the  States — of  devoting  it  to  internal  im- 
provements—of appropriating  tlie  money  to  arise  from  the 
sale  of  our  public  domains — of  the  utter  impolicy  of  all 
the  measures  heretofore  introduced  for  <Uspo«ng'  of  those 
domains.  He  &vored  us  with  a  vkw  of  the  dsfans  of  the 
West,  who,  it  seems,  have  derived  do  advantage  from  aU 
the  expenditures  upon  fortifications,  upon  our  army,  and 
upon  our  navy. 

In  most  of  the  views  Uken  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  said  Mr.  D.,  I  entirely  agree  with  him.  I  agree 
with  him,  Uiat,  in  affording  encouragement  to  niantiiiio- 
tures,  we  need  not  go  beyond  an  adequate  proteotion, 
which  I  take  to  be  prerasely  tbe  same  thing  as  a  ju^doua 
tariff.  I  entirely  agree  trith  lum  that  a  moat  liberal  p<^ 
cy  should  govern  us  in  all  our  relations  with  6ie  Western 
States,  whose  merits  have  not  been  overrated  by  their 
able  advocate.  But  I  cannot  agree  that  the  money  ex- 
pended for  the  army  and  navy  has  not  been  expended  as 
much  for  the  West  as  for  the.  Soutli  and  Eastt  nor  can  I 
MTee  that  the  millions  expended,  or  rather  wasted,  upon 
fortifications,  should  be  charged  to  the  Adantic  States 
alone. 

With  rmrd  to  the  turphis  that  may  be  found  in  our 
treasury  after  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and  there 
will  be  such  a  surplus  for  at  least  four  or  five  years  to 
come,  I  believe  that  I  shall  differ  fVom  that  Seiwtor  only 
as  to  the  mode  of  distribution — whether  it  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  internal  improvements  and  to  the  purposes  of 
education,  by  a  rule  which  shall  ensure  to  evenr  StMic  its 
just  proportion  of  the  fund — or  whether  it  dull  be  subject 
to  the  partial  legislation  of  tilc  tvro  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
which  the  interest  of  particular  sections  of  the  Uidted 
States  will  be  promoted  at  the  expense  of  others. 

It  ia  my  wish  to  give  my  views  upon  the  pmnts  on 
which  I  differ  from  tliat  Senator,  and  hope  to  find  an  op- 

Iiortunity  for  so  doing  before  this  discussion  diall  be  final- 
y  disposed  off,  but  not  immediately,  for  we  have  some- 
thing else  to  do.  We  have  to  meet  a  furioua  storm  from 
the  South,  attended  with  vivid  I'qihtiung  and  loud  Uninder, 
and  threatetung  desolation  to  tbe  North,  die  Eas^  and  the 
West 

Tlie  Senator  fram  South  Carolina,  by  the  amendment 
which  he  has  offered,  proposes  a  reduction  of  duties  upon 
all  articles,  protected  and  unprotected,  and  therefore 
requiring  a  discusuon  of  the  policy  of  the  whole  protect- 
ing system.  Upon  this,  with  his  usual  aUU^*  and  wiA 
the  most  impresnve  eloquence,  he  has  discussed  tins 
whole  piriicy.  Hul  he  dune  less  than  this,  be  would  not 
liave  satisfied  the  Southern  states,  wliose  interests  he  es- 
pouses; and  it  is  probable  that  the  a^tated  state  of  the 
public  mind  in  every  section  of  the  Union,  which  has 
given  rise  to  the  great  free  trade  convention  in  Phibk- 
delphia,  and  the  great  convention  of  the  -friends  of  na- 
tional industry  in  New  York,  demands  fron  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  a  foU  and  thorough  mvestigasion  of 
the  great  principles  of  tbe  free  trade  and  tbe  protective 
policy. 

This,SMdHr.  D.,  is  a  subject  of  vast  magnitude  and  inn- 
portance,  which  nothing  but  a  sense  of  official  doty  could 
uiduce  me  to  approach,  with  powers  so  inadequate  to  the 
task. I  must  attempt  to  perform.  My  consolation,  how- 
ever, is,  that  a  auccessfol  resistance  to  the  onset  made 
upon  ua  depends  but  in  a  veiy  amall  degree  upon  my  ex- 
ettionsi  and  I  have  no  ftar  of  the  final  result,  when  I  see 
around  me  the  strong  arma  wUch  the  importance  of 
the  occasion  will  put  in  requintion.  I  shai)  endeavor  to 
prove  that  the  system  of  protecting  the  a^icultural,  com- 
mercial, and  mana&ctnthig  indostiy  of  ttie  country,  by 
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duties,  rcAnctioMf  and  eren  prohibitkKW,  wben  oeonwiiry, 
18  perfectly  within  the  power  of  CongrcH,  under  the  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution  that  ffives  to  them  the  power  to  re- 
gakte  commerce.  I  ahAlI  endeavor  to  prove  the  true 
p<^i^  and  abaolnte  neeeMi^  of  adoptinf  ttui  qmteiD  as  it 
reapeeta  the  vital  mteresta  in  tbia  countxyt  and  I  ahaU  en- 
dcsTOr  to  ahow  that  it  ia  neither  uiyuft  nw  i^preaHTe  in 
ito.bcMuig  on  the  different  Mctions  of  the  Uiiioii*  and 
upon  the  relations  of  State  with  State. 

The  want  of  a  power  to  protect  the  great  interests  of 
commerce,  navigatioo,  agriculture,  and  nunubctures,  all 
of  which  rest  upon  the  same  basis,  led  to  the  call  of  the 
GonTcntioD  wtuch  fwioed  our  cons^tution.  Without  the 
power  to  protect  these  great  interests,  no  oonatHution 
would  have  been  formedt  and  if  that  power  were  taken 
away,  dissolution  would  inevitably  ensue. 

While  we  wereccdonies  to  GreatBritain,  she  endeavor- 
ed, by  rigid  restrictims,  to  confine  our  industry  to  such 
agricultural  pursuits  as  would  not  interfere  with  her  ownt 
and,  by  restrictions  still  more  ri^d,  did  endeavor  to 
prevent  the  establishment  f^mnnolaoturss  in  thboountiyt 
and  even  the  great  Chatham^  the  distinguished  fiiend  of 
this  eonntry,  to  whom  we  have  long  sung  pnuses  and 
erected  at^toei,  dedared  that  he  would  not  wiUin^^y 
pernuk  die  manofkcture  of  even  a  hobnail  in  these  co- 
Kmiea. 

an  act  of  Parliament  in  the  year  1750,  it  was  made 
a  criminal  thence  to  ere^  any  mill  or  other  eo^e  for 
ahtting  or  n^ng  iron,  or  phuing  forge  to  woilc  with 
atrip  uanmer^  w  any  fiiriMce  for  mauMf  iteeL  The 
pumahment  fcr  this  offence  was  a  ftne  or  two  hundred 
pounds  aterlii^,  and  the  idMtement  of  any  such  work  as  a 
nuimnce.  The  goremora  of  the  respective  provinces, 
were  bound  to  see  this  law  carried  into  effect,  under  the 
penalty  of  a  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  the  loss 
of  their  office,  and  a  disqualification  to  bold  office.  By  an- 
other statute,  hatters  were  resttwned  irom  taking  more 
dian  two  apprentices  each,  and  not  for  any  pcrwd  les) 
than  seven  yearsi  and  from  emplDyii^  negroes  in  their 
buwies^  and  the  colonistt  were  protubited  mm  tntosport- 
ing  haU  or  home  manu&ctured  woollens  from  one  pro- 
vince to  another. 

But  these  restrictions,  degrading  as  they  were  to  the 
colonies,  were  the  less  felt,  as  the  mother  country  encou- 
n^ed  our  agriculture  where  slie  could  promote  her  own 
interest  by  so  doingt  and  aithoagh  she  would  not  permit  us 
to  make  anail  rod,  and,  of  course,  not  a  nail,  unless  we  sent 
the  iron  to  Eariand  to  be  slit  into  inm  rods,  yet  she  took  our 
bar  mm  to  a  la^  amount  du^  free,  as  she  did  not  tiien 
make  bar  iron  but  to  a  my  limited  amount;  for  instance, 
in  the  year  1772,  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  took 
of  us  bar  iron  to  the  amount  of  93O(^00Ot  of  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  middle  colonies,  she  took  more  than  four  nul- 
lioos  dfdlarst  of  the  agriculture  of  tiie  Southern  colo- 
neshamBchKreataamounttof  rice  and  tobaoeo  alone  she 
tooklo  the  amount  of  about  five  millicmsof  doUaniandof 
the  produce  of  tlie  ccdonies  now  fiMming  our  Eastern 
States,  to  the  amouat  of  three  nulhons  of  dollars;  inde- 
pendently  of  the  produce  of  our  forests,  which  formed  a 
very  large  soKMint  of  e^orta  to  that  country  and  its  de- 
pendencies. These  formed  same  compensation  for  the 
restrictions  on  our  manufactures,  which,  however,  were 
considered  as  badges  of  dependence  and  davery,  to  which 
the  eotoHes  reluctantly  aabnutted,  and  which  had  no  small 
inflocBce  in  rooang  the  sfHiit  of  rcMStanee  which  began 
with  rebellion,  and  ended  with  revohitton. 

Immetfiatcly  after  the  establiahment  of  dot  indepen- 
dence. Great  Britmn  endeavored  to  obtain  from  ua  all  the 
advantages  which  ahe  had  derived  from  us,  while  colomea, 
without  extending  to  us  the  advantages  we  had  enjoyed 
from  the  indulgence  of  the  mother  country «  and  in  this 
tbey  succeeded  wlule  we  were  held  together — not  urated 
—fay  the  oM  eonfcdecation,  till  our  country  was  on  the 


brink  of  nun.  It  will  not  be  time  misspent  to  examine  the 
plans  and  schemes  adopted  in  &xat  Britain,  and  which 
■be  is  still  pursuing,  in  part,  to  get  poaaesNonof  our  com- 
merce and  navigation,  and  to  prevent  the  growth  of  our 
manu&ctures.  XiOid  Sheffield,  in  lus  observations  on  the 
commerce  ofethe  American  States,  puts  the  policy  of 
Great  Britun  on  these  sutgects  in  a  clear  point  of  view. 

In  page  355,  he  says;  **  Nothmg  sboiud  be  done  to 
court  the  attention  of  foreigners  to  participate  in  a  trade 
of  which  our  superior  skill  in  manufacture,  our  capital  as 
merchants,  our  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  many  other  cir- 
cumstances applicable  to  our  situation,  has,  in  a  manner, 
secured  to  us  a  monoptdy.  For,  if  we  are  conustent,  and 
undentand  our  own  situation,  as  great  a  share  of  the 
American  trade  is  still  in  the  power  of  GreatBritain,  as  is 
conHstent  with  her  interest,  and  this,  too,  upon  prind;)le« 
which  will  render  it  more  secure  than  vcduraes  of  treaties, 
namely,  those  incitements  which  arise  from  mutual  con- 
venience and  mutual  interest;  bu^  above  all,  upon  the 
scOTe  of  interest  alone,  the  mcrcbaodise  of  Great  Britain 
must  ever  be  preferred  in  America.  But  the  encouraging 
of  the  American  Statesto  build  slups  for  us,  is  holding  out 
a  premium  for  the  emination  of  our  shipwrights,  too- 
ther with  the  various  indiiatrioas  daises  connected  with 
stup-building,  to  the  country  where  timber  and  iron 
abound,  and  where,  oonseqaantly,  ship4Hulding  ba 
carried  on  to  thegreatest  advantage." 

Page  263.  "  T^c  unsettled  condition  of  the  American 
Sutes  since  the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  ratified,  and 
the  turn  of  afFaira  there,  which  nuf^have  been  wellfwe- 
seen,  by  no  means  justify  any  gratuitiea  on  the  part  of  this 
oountry,  [Great  Britun,]  which,  in  the  present  sUte  of 
things,  cannot  afford  any  sacrifices.  We  have  only  to  let 
the  confurion  of  the  new  States  settle,  as  they  may,  with- 
out troubling  ourselves  about  them.  If  a  commercial 
treaty  were  as  much  to  be  wished,  as  it  certainly  is  not, 
during  the  present  ferment,  there  is  no  power  with  whom 
it  cowl  be  made,  with  any  certainty  o£  being  canied  into 
effect.  But  it  is  plunty  imposrible  to  make  a  commercial 
treaty  with  the  American  States,  without  |;ivbig  them 
some  valuable  privilege  for  whidi  they  have  precluded 
themselves  from  mtJcing  any  adequate  return.  The  treaty 
of  peace,  and  subsequent  acts,  opened  the  ports  of  Great 
BriUin  and  Ireland  to  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  their 
ports  were  opened  to  us,  when  they  repealed  their  re- 
strainuig  laws.  A  brisk  trade  has  aboa^  b^n,  and  it 
is  unneceHsry  to  prove  on  which  nde  the  advantage  ia— 
between  the  traders  who  ask  tat  credit,  or  the  traders 
who  give  it.  Every  account  from  America  says  that  Bri- 
tiah  manu&ctures  are  selling  at  a  eofwdcrable  profit, 
while  other  European  goods  cannot  obtain  the  first  coat. 
Every  day'a  experience  shows  that  this  country,  from  the 
nature  and  quality  of  its  manu&otures,  and  from  the  as- 
cendancy it  has  acquired  in  commerce,  will  command 
three^ourlhs  of  the  Ameiican  trade." 

PBge366.  "ItiaNidthatthemodeofdoingbusinesa, 
likely  to  prevvl,  partindarly  in  the  Southern  provincea. 
will  be  what  ts  denominated  a  wholesale  trade,  to  be  car- 
ried on  by  European  or  rather  BritiA  merchants,  who 
will  form  connexions  at  hcane,  and  carry  out  cargoes  of 
assorted  goods,  to  be.sold  by  the  pscka^,  unopened,  to 
those  who  ret^i  and  who  will  receive  in  return,  witUn 
the  year,  from  the  Amertean  merchants,  the  prodaee  they 
may  ooUeet,  wUob  srill  be  slupped  off  by  tfie  British 
whtAesafe  metcbanto.  This  is  the  species  of  trade  tiiat 
BiitUi  subjects  shmUd  with  to  pnrsuet  without  being  con- 
cerned in  retailing  goods,  they  should  endeavor  to  mo- 
nopoUze  the  sappha  in  wholesale  to  cotmtry  mmhaots. 
This  will  enable  them  to  deal  to  a  great  extent,  with  half 
the  hazard  ftnmeriy  experienced^  and  it  will,  bender 
pve  them  the  sole  command  of  theiUpping  business.  It 
is  not  probable  that  the  British  nwrebaats  will  choose,  in 
the  new  slate  of  a&in.  to  fix  their  stores^  aa  fatmerfy,  m 
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Viijnn*  and  Maryland.  They  may  rather  adopt  the  ex 
pedient  already  mentioned,  of  Ktimnr  oat  ag«nti  or  put- 
nersf  with  wholesale  cttrjfoes,  to  be  sou  to  merchants  who 
mar  not  have  credit  beret  i^nd  they  may  be  Ttay  safe  while 
their  crecUtors  are  on  the  spot,  ready  tocompel  punctu- 
ality, and  to  receive  and  ship  their  produOfc.  This  line  of 
commerce,  althot^  the  pro6ts  at  first  may  be  smaller, 
will  ultimately  be  more  advanta^ous  to  the  British  mer- 
chant. Large  mims  of  money  will  not,  as  formerly,  be 
sunk  in  debts.  The  returns  will  be  more  certun,  and 
lets  liable  to  tiiose  disappirintmema  which  prevailed  when 
every  American  planter  was  a  Britidi  creditor." 

A  great  improrement  upon  this  ineemotu4>Un  of  Lord 
Sheffield,  to  en^roH  the  commercial  buuness  of  tiiis  coim- 
tiT,  is  the  auction  system  as  now  carried  on  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  seven-eighths  of  the  business  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  agents  of  British  merchants  and  manu- 
bcturers. 

In  pi^  376,  Lord  Sheffield  says;  "It  is  certain  that 
the  oonninon  of  tiie  American  States  can  now  only  hurt 
themselTcs.  The][  must  pay  Burope  in  the  best  manner 
they  can  for  clothing  and  many  articles,  for  which  they 
are  not  likely  to  have  the  credit  they  had  while  in  more 
settled  circumstances.  IF one  or  more  States  should  pro- 
hibit tlie  manufactures  of  any  particular  country,  they 
will  find  their  way  to  them  throutrti  other  States,  and  by 
various  means.  The  difficulty  wilt  only  raise  the  price  on 
the  consumers  in  the  States  where  the  articles  are  prohi- 
bited. The  Britidi  manu&cturea  found  Ui«r  way  to 
every  part  of  the  country,  durit^  a  moat  rancorous  wart 
and  the  most  strenuous  American  nuuiufkcturers  acknow- 
ledge  that  no  imposts  or  excise  tews  will,  for  a  long  time, 
be  regarded  in  America.  In  the  mean  time,  and  at  all 
times,  Britain  will  have  notliing  to  apprehend.  The 
United  States  will  hardly  enter,  mto  real  hostilities  with 
BritUB.  Bribun  need  not  quarrel  with  them  at  all;  but, 
should  either  happen,  some  stout  frigates,  cruiwi^  be- 
tween Halifax  and  Berniuda,  and  between  the  liMer  and 
the  Bahamas,  would  completely  command  the  commerce 
of  this  mighty  continent." 

The  views  of  Lord  Sheffield  were  realized.  Great  Bri- 
tain could  not  cause  our  manubcturing  establishnrents  to 
be  abated  as  nuisances,  but  she  completely  eontrdled  our 
manufactures  by  regulating  our  commercet  and,  by  the 
same  proeess,  destroyed  our  navigatiiig  and  shipping  in- 
terests. Each  State  adopted  its  own  system  m  rainng 
revenue,  and  protecting  its  industryt  and  this  brought 
them  into  immediate  collision  and  Conflict  with  each  other. 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  laid  duties  upon  foreign  im- 
ports; the  duties  weie  paid  in  the  cities  ofNev  York  and 
PUladelphia,  and  went  into  the  treasuries  of  those  two 
States.  New  Jersey  derived  her  supply  of  those  imports 
through  those  two  cities,  and,  of  course,  paid  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  the  duties  upon  such  imports — not  into  a  com- 
mon  treasury  for  the  bencBt  of  the  United  States,  but  into 
the  treasuries  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  for  their 
cxclunve  benefit.  This  was  a  burden  which  nottung  but 
force  could  oblige  any  State  to  bear.  New  Jerseyj  sooner 
than  submit  to  ttus  tyrannv  and  oppression  of  her  nster 
States,  abandoned  every  idea  of  protecting  her  iodustiy. 
MnA  made  PerUi  Amboy  a  free  port  This  meason  was 
calculated  comi>letely  to  defeat  the  objects  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  as  completely  to  answer  those  of 
Great  Britain.  Similarconflictstook place  between  other 
States,  which  were  attended  with  similar  results.  And  it 
became  evident  that  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
muitt  be  vested  in  one  Oeneral  Government,  or  that  a 
total  lUsiolution  of  the  Utuon  must  take  place.  Agricul- 
ture was  neglected  for  want  of  a  market— commerce  lan- 
guished—even our  coasting  tnde  was  in  the  hands  of 
foreigners— and  the  manubcturii^  eatablisiiments  wludl 
had  grown  up  during  the  wu,  were  every  where  aban- 
doned In  de^r.    All  this  Lord  Sheffield  had  clearly 


foreseen.  The  remedy  for  these  enls  wsslhe  conventitm 
that  fc»med  the  constitution  of  the  Diuted  States:  tlus 
Lord  Sheffield  had  not  foreseen. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  Congress  shall 
have  power' to  regelate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
among  the  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Under  tl^ 
general  power.  Congress  may  permit  foreign  nations  to 
participate  in  our  carrying  trade,  or  they  may  probilnt 
them. 

They  may  permit  the  importation  of  goods  duty  free, 
or  nniw  low  duties^  or  unaer  high  duties;  or  even  may 
prohibit  their  importation,  when  the  public  good  or  a  just 
retaliation  may  require  it.  Whetfan  forrign  nMions  ^all 
be  our  carriers,  must  depend  upon  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce. Whether  our  manu&ctures  shalllie  protected  or 
destroyed,  mustdepend  upon  the  regulation  oi  commerce. 
And  whether  we  anall  depend  upon  our  rivals  in  peac^ 
and  sometimes  enemies  in  war,  for  articles  of  defence, 
as  hemp  and  iron  (br  our  shippii^,  ordnance,  muskets, 
shot  ana  shells,  must  depend  upon  the  regulations 
commeFce.  The  chief  means  by  which  Congress  can  re- 
gulate commerce  is,  by  the  impontion  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonni^i  but  these  are  not  the  only  means.  It 
IS  contended  that  the  power  to  cdlect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  can  be  exenused  alone  for  the  purpose 
of  revenue;  and,  therefore,  that  it  cannot  be  applied  to 
the  purpose  of  protecting  manubctures.  The  second  act 
of  Congress,  passed  the  4th  day  of  July,  1789,  expressly 
acknowledges  the  principle  cuT  duties  levied  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  and  protecting  maniifoctures.  This 
may  be  considered  as  a  construction  of  the  constitutioa 
contemporaneous  with  its  formation;  and  the  more  confi- 
dence may  be  placed  in  this  construction,  as  a  number  of 
those  who  were  engaged  in  forming  the  constitution, 
were  also  engaged  in  passing  the  law.  General  Wash- 
iogtoQ,  who  ngned  the^bill,  and  General  Hamilton,  lus 
ccmatituiional  adviser,  were  members  of  the  federal  con- 
vention; as  also  were  Glbridge  Gerry,  Ntcbolss  Gihnan, 
Rogn  Sherman,  John  Langdon,  Caleb  Strong,  William 
S,  Johnson,  Oliver  Ellswortb,  William  Patterson,  Thonus 
Fitzsimmons,  Bobert  Morris,  Richard  Bassett,  Geo.  Reed, 
James  Hadison,  Abn^iam  Biddwiii,  and  William  Few,  wbo 
voted  on  tiie  UU,  and  must  have  understood  the  voric  of 
th^  own  hands  better  then  than  we  do  now.  Sixteen 
days  after  this,  the  same  Congress  paaed  another  act  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  and  protecting  our  tonnage 
and  navigation  by  means  of  duties. 

By  this  act,  a  du^  of  rix  cents  per  ton  is  hid  upon  ves- 
sels entered  in  the  United  States,  wholly  American;  on 
vessels  built  in  the  United  States  owned  wholly,  or  in 
part,  by  forwgnera,  a  duty  of  thirty  cents  per  ttm;  and  on 
all  others,  at  the  ate  of  fif^y  cents  per  ton.  By  the  same 
act,  no  hcnne-built  vessel,  belonging  to  citixens  of  the 
United  States,  eng^ed  in  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries, 
to  pay  more  tlwn  one  entry  (six  cdnts)  a  year;  while  fo- 
reign  vessels,  so  engaged,  were  to  pay  fifly  cents  at  ea<^ 
entry.  By  tius  arrangement,  vessels  buik  in  the  United 
States,  but  owned  in  part  by  foreigners,  were  to  pay  five 
times  as  much  as  the  same  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  oth^  paid  more  than  eight  times 
as  much;  and  the  fbrdgn  vessel  er^fsgied  in  the  cuiuiing 
trade  fisheries,  suppose  her  to  make  twelve  entries  a 
year,  paid  one  hundred  times  as  much  as  the  domestic 
vessel  so  employed.  These  duties,  as  it  respected  foreign 
vessels,  amounted  to  absolute  prohibititins;  and  yet  the 
constitution  gives  no  power  to  protect  navigation  by  du- 
ties, that  does  not  equally  apply  to  manufactures.  This 
law,  so  far  as  it  respeirted  foreipt  vessels,  was  not  for  the 
purpose  of  revenue,  but  of  pnwiUtion.  And,  as  the  law 
went  into  operation  in  twenty-one  days  nftir  its  enaet- 
ment,  it  must  have  been  severely  felt  by  tiw  agricultural 
interest  of  the  country,  for  the  discrin^nation  pnerented 
all  competition  between  the  for^;B  and  domestic  resseis. 
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And  no  competition  that  ihouU  reduce  the  price  of  freirhts 
oould  take  place  amqant  the  domestic  veneH  till  fame 
ihouM  be  anorded  ftv  Doilding  them.  In  time,  howcTer, 
the  domestic  competition  brou^t  Treights  down  to  a  point 
below  what  they  had  been  before  the  pasnng  of  the  law; 
so  that,  on  the  whole,  the  agricultural  and  manufiicturing' 
Hitercsts  were  benefited;  ana  an  object  of  immense  tm- 
p<Htancc,  the  protection  of  our  oavigatinjf  and  shipping 
intereita,  «eeut«d. 

Whattrer  temporary  ineonTenienea  might  have  been 
felt  from  the  high  duties  upon  foreign  tonnage  the  wis- 
dom of  the  measure  cannot  now  be  doubted.  In  1789, 
the  yesscls  belonging  to'inhabitants  of  the  British  domi- 
nions^ then  employed  in  Philadelphia  in  foreign  trade,  were 
full  four-fifths  of  all  the  tonnage  so  employed,  andaniount> 
ed  to  within  one-flf\h  of  all  the  tonnage  belonging  to  all 
the  citisena  of  the  United  States.  And  our  shipping  was 
not  auffinent  fiw  the  transportation  of  the  domestic  pro- 
duce of  the  States— Kme-third  of  it  belonging  to  foreign- 
ere.  Our  total  amount  of  tonnage  in  1789  was  two  hun- 
dred and  oae  thousand  fire  hundred  and  «xty-two  tons. 
In  the  course  of  one  year  after,  it  amounted  to  four  hun- 
dred and  aeventy-eighl  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seTenty-seven  tona.  In  ten  years  after,  in  the  year  1800, 
it  amounted  to  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-two;  and  in  the  year  1810  it 
amounted  to  one  lOBiWon  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
thounad  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  tons;  so  that,  in 
1810,  we  had  more  than  seven  times  as  much  tonnage  as 
we  tad  in  17S9.  The  power,  therefore,  to  protect  and 
encourage  the  navigating  and  shipping  interest,  by  means 
of  duties  imposed,  not  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  of 
protubition,  waa  most  effectually  applied;  it  was  effectu- 
ally ap^ied,  also,  to  some  articles  of  ^iculture;  but,  with 
r^aia  to  raanu&cture^  it  waa  appUed  with  a  timid  hand, 
yet  under  precisely  the  same  power  as  was  extended  to 
the  protetfion  of  those  other  important  branchn  of  in- 
durtry. 

Mr.  ftfadtson,  in  his  letten  to  Mr.  Cabell,  of  October, 
1^^  has  proved  beyond  a  doubt  the  constitutionality  of 
the  tariff*  laws,  as  well  as  the  disastrous  consequences  of 
abandomi^the  protective  system,  under  the  fatal  delusion 
that  the  true  p<4icy  of  tiie  country  ift  tWt  commerce 
must  regulate  itself;  He  says  that  "a  nation  leaving  its 
foreign  tnde  in  all  eases  to  regulate  itself,  might  soon  find 
it  reflated*  by  other  nations,  into  a  subserviency  to  a 
foreign  interest."  The  fkct  is,  that  Great  Britain  tttd  re- 
gulate our  commerce  from  the  time  of  our  revolution  tiU 
the  adoption  of  our  constitution,  and  will  do  so  again,  if 
the  friends  of  free  trade  succeed  in  destroying  the  pro- 
tective policy  of  the  country. 

I  will  also  notice  a  letter  lately  written  by  Mr.  Vaa- 
ruscK,  a  representative  from  New  Ytn-k,  to  Colonel 
Daanes,  in  which  he  has  moat  eUborately  and  most  suc- 
cessfiilly  proved  the  constitutionality  of  the  tariff'  laws. 

If  our  inanuftctures  cannot  be  protected  by  Congress 
as  our  navigating  and  shipping  interests  were,  then  indeed 
they  cannot  be  protected  at  all-~and  the  grain-growing 
States  will  be  aa  completely  controlled  by  Great  Britun  as 
they  were  arfaeo  colonies.  ' 

It  bai  been  said,  by  high  authority,  a  committee  of  the 
X^gishture  of  South  Carolina,  ttut  **the  manuftetunng 
States  can  protect  tiiemselves,  within  their  own  limits, 
against  forei^  competition,  to  any  extenttheymay  iudge 
expedient,  as  the  constitution  atithorizes  them  to  uy  an 
impost  duty  with  the  consent  of  Congress,  which  doubt- 
less would  be  given."  This  power  is  given  under  the 
10th  section  of^ the  1st  article  of  the  constitution,  which 
also  provides  "  that  the  nett  produce  of  all  duties  and  im- 
posts hid  by  sny  State  on  nnports,  dmll  be  for  the  use  of 
the  treaiary  of  the  United  States."  And  this  condition 
pots  a  eomplete  ex&igtiii^er  upon  this  ingenious  plan  of 
proteetiniP  mmnifiictaref. 


If  it  he  true  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
tect the  agricultural,  the  eonunerdal,  the  navigating  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  our  countW,  it  is  not  leas  true 
that  it  is  our  true  pdicy  so  to  protect  them. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  says  that  the  protec- 
tive system  stands  self-condemned — in  our  own  country 
by  tiie  desolation  it  baa  carried  with  it — abroad  by  the  ex- 
perience of  all  the  world,  and  by  nearly  the  umversal 
opinion  of  all  wise  men.  I  would  wilLngly  leave  the 
question  to  be  decided  by  these  testa.  The  Senate  has 
given  a  moving  picture  of  the  distress  which  It  has  brought 
even  upon  the  manu&cturing  districts;  but  the  people  of 
these  djatricts  take  a  very  different  view  of  tins  subject, 
and  may  be  trusted  to  pudge  for  themselves.  It  is  true 
the  leaaing^BritiA  pohticians  have  expressed  their  opi- 
nions strongly  agunst  all  protective  system^  and  volumea 
have  been  written  to  give  force  to  those  opinionst  but 
those  opimons  have  been  manufactured  exclunvely  for 
exportation,  and  not  for  home  cmuumption;  not  one  of 
them  is  adopted  by  the  Britidi  Government;  they  adhere 
most  rigidly  in  their  protective  system,  and  relax  in 
nothing,  where  they  incur  the  slightest  risk  of  foreign 
competition.  Some  of  the  continental  Powers  were  m- 
duced  to  abandon  tiieir  protective  policy  by  the  delusive 
prospects  of  free  trade,  which  never  did  and  never  will 
exist)  but  dear  experience  has  made  them  wise,  and  they 
have  entirely  changed  thrir  p(^(7<  And  11^  as  the  Sena- 
tor says,  this  system  has  been  condemned  by  nearly  the 
universal  opinion  of  all  wise  men,  white  Great  Britain  and 
nearly  all  Europe  are  vigorously  pursuing  it,  I  have  only 
to  t»y  that  there  muit  be  buta  small  minority  of  wise  men 
in  this  world. 

It  is  now  well  understood  that  the  great  secret  «f  na- 
tional wealth  in  any  countrv  connsts  in  finding  profitable 
employment  for  all  the  tnbzens  or  subjects  of  such  coun- 
try, who  are  mlling  to  labori  and  this  cannot  be  done 
without  directing  that  labor  to  the  great  o^ects  of  agri- 
culture, commerce,  navigation,  ana  manunctures.  No 
nation  can  become  great  or  rich  by  agriculture  alone. 
None  by  cnnmerce,  navigation,  or  manuf^ures  alone. 
A  small  part  of  the  population  of  a  thickly  settled  coun- 
try can  till  aU  die  lands  trf  that  country.  The  rendue 
must  be  idle  if  no  other  employment  is  afforded  titont  if 
they  engage  in  commeree  and  navigation,  these  can  em- 
ploy but  a  very  few,  in  comparison  with  the  wholes  aiMt 
unless  they  eiufage  in  manu&ctures,  at  least  for  them- 
selves, a  considenible  portion  of  tiie  people  must  remain 
idle  for  want  of  employment. 

Where  the  population  is  not  dense,  a  small  part  engaged 
in  agriculture  can  produce  aU  that  the  residue  wantf  and 
if  they  have  no  foreign  market  for  their  produce,  at  b  the 
case  with  the  gnun-gro«rtng  States  in  this  Diuon,  a  lane 
portion.of  the  people  wbuld  be  idle.  In  fiwt,  the  weM« 
and  prosperity  of  mis  country  depends  upon  the  vigorous 
pursuit  of  all  those  bvanchea  of  ihdustry.' 

The  time  was  when  one  country  would  engross  the 
commerce  of  many  otiiers,  and  in  that  wav  accumulate 
immense  wealth  at  tiie  expense  of  th«r  neignbors;  of  tlu% 
Holland  add  Venice  are  remarkable  examples.  But  the 
world  has  grown  wiser.  £ach  nation  now  wishes  to  en- 
joy the  benefits  of  her  own  conmerce,  and  natkmal  mo- 
nopolies are  at  an  end-  Great  Britain  has  in  latttt  times 
mj^  gigantic  efforts  to  engross  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  other  nations;  and  still  greater  exertions  to  bec«ne  the 
manuftcturers  of  the  whole  world.  Her  success  in  tins  , 
latter  object  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  histcvy  of  man- 
kind. It  has  enabled  her  to  carry  on  wars  tl)at  from  tiuir 
expense  alone  would  have  made  bankrupt  the  half  of 
Europe^-and  it  has  enabled  her  to  subndize  Strtes,  Uofl^ 
doms,  and  empires.  If  the  money  wasted  by  her  in  the 
Ust  thirty  years  in  continental  wars,  had  been  expended 
upon  objects  of  internal  improT«nen^  and  in  bettering 
tiie  oondMion  of  Uiat  countfy,  it  would  now  «AiWt  a  ^ 
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ture  of  weftlth  and  proiperlty,  such  u  the  vorld  never 
saw,  and  probably  never  will.  Great  Britain  cannot  main- 
ti^  her  monopoly  of  manufactures.  The  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, by  sad  experience,  fin^t  that  to  consume  British 
manufiictares,  is  to  make  themselves  poor — and  they  are 
no  longer  tributary  to  the  monopolizing  policy  of  that  na- 
tion; yet  Great  Britain  will  long  continue  to  enjoy  ira- 
meose  advantages  ftom  manufacturing  for  the  States  of 
Soutii  America  and  other  countries  not  yet  prepared  to 
manufiicture  for  themselvefl.  When  we  have  before  us 
the  example  of  this  country^  we  nniat  be  blind  to  our 
own  interest  if  we  do  not  punae  her  policy,  at  least  so 
Jar  as  to  manufacture  for  our  own  consumption. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  general  proposition,  it  was  my 
intention  to  confine  myself  to  general  principles  without 
descending  into  details;  but  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
Kna  has  cited  a  statetnent  made  by  Mr.  Sarchet  upon  the 
subject  of  iron,  calculated  to  create  a  prejudice  against 
tile  manuftcturers  of  that  article,  vtuch  I  cannot  pass 
without  notice.  As  the  honorable  Senitor  made  no  argu- 
ment upon  this  subject,  I  will  make  iKMie,  but  satisfy  my- 
self with-citingaveTy  sufficient  answer  to  Mr.  Sarchet, 
from  a  report  of  the  committee  of  a  convention  at  New 
York  of  the  friends  of  domestic  industry.  It  is  the  state- 
ment of  Green  and  Wetmore,  extensive  importem  as  well 
as  manufiieturers  of  iron,  in  whose  cotrectness  the  most 
implicit  confidence  may  be  placed. 

Here  Mr.  D.  read  the  statement  of  Green  and  Wet- 
more,  showing  that  they  had  imported  hammers  and 
hedges  regularly  for  many  yearst  tliat  the  poorest'article 
ever  beard  of  being  sent  to  our  market,  cost  seven  and  a 
half  cents  per  pound;  that  those  imported  by  themselves 
were  of  a  ({uality  fit  for  use,  and  cost  eight  and  a  quarter 
cents  per  poun^  whkh  is  $9  35  per  cwt.,  while  they  sell 
the  Englim  hsr  iron  at  retail  at  ^  75,  leaving  a  cuffer- 
ence  m$5  50  per  cwt.  in  fiivor  of  the  manufacturer  of 
those  articles  in  this  country.  As  to  wheel  tire,  they  state 
that  they  have  never  known  of  its  interfering  with  the 
sale  of  iron  for  that  purpose;  that  they  knew  of  two 
lots  of  it  imported  into  New  York,  but  the  importers 
found  a  difRcuky  in  selling  it,  and  had  said  they  would 
have  no  more.  As  to  fryingpans,  they  state  that  they  are 
not  made  of  sheet  iron  uone,  but  partly  of  sheet  iron, 
and  partly  of  bar  iron.  They  state  mat  Uiey  import  the 
sheet  iron  part  of  fryingpans,  viz.  the  bowls,  separate 
fhnn  the  handles,  and  they  cost,  by  an  invoice  dated 
January,  1831,  ten  cents  per  pound  to  import,  while  the 
sheet  iron,  in  sheets,  oost  only  nx  cents  per  pound,  leav- 
ing a  difference  of  four  cents  per  pound  in  &vor  of  the 
sheet  iron  in  m  manufactured  state.  Fryingpans  cost  at 
the  same  time  rix  cents  per  pound. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Sarchet's  statement,  tiial  tea  trays, 
with  one  coat  of  japan,  can  be  imported  at  $83  72,  while 
the  iron  required  fco*  that  purpose  is  selhng  at  from  $160 
to  #170,  they  say,  "  We  myc  imported  tea  trays  for  many 
years,  and  are  totally  unable  to  devise  how  this  can  be 
done.  The  largest  tea  tray  ever  imported,  or,  if  import- 
ed, would  be  used,  is  thirty  by  twenty-two  inches;  and 
tiie  poorest  article  we  ever  saw,  cost  fimr-two  cents  each 
tray  to  import,  and  weighed  four  pountu,  which  is  thir- 
teen cents  per  pound,  or  9S90  per  ton,  instead  of  ^  72. 

As  to  kmttiiur  needle^  they  tlunk  that  the  amount  of 
this  article  sold  arniusBy  may  amount  to  1000.  Other 
statements  of  Mr.  Strchet  are  diown  to  be  equally 
groundless. 

As  to  the  bearing  of  the  protective  system  upon  the 
different  sections  of  this  country,  there  never  has  been  a 
subject  of  pubfic  investigation  so  totally  misunderstood — 
none  upon  which  there  has  been  so  much  misrepresenta- 
tion and  error — none  respecting  which  there  has  been  so 
much  delusion. 

The  feeKwB  of  the  people  of  the  South  have  been  ex 
■spentedtotiM  Mghot  pitch,  by  representatiotis  which 


have  carried  conviction  to  their  minds  that  ^e  tariff  laws 
were  a  violation  rtF  the  constitution;  that  they  enhanced, 
to  an  enormous  degree,  the  prices  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  for  manufactures  for  their  consumption;  tliat,  aa  ex- 
porters of  two-thirda  of  all  the  produce  sent  to  foreign 
markets,  they  paid  two-thirds  of  all  the  duties  arising 
from  imports,  of  which  they  consume  but  one-thirdt  ana 
that  they  were  cut  off  from  a  market  for  thrit  cotton  to 
the  amount  of  $13,000,000  ft  year,  to  which  th^  were 
justiy  entitled,  by  what  is  called  the  accursed  tariff. 

As  to  the  violation  of  the  constitution  by  these  laws, 
that  delusion  bss  nearly  passed  away;  and  upon  tliat  I 
have  nothing  farther  to  say.  As' to  the  enormous  prices, 
the  delusion  is  more  firmly  fixed.  The  people  of  the 
South  think  it  impossible  to  impose  duties  without  in- 
creanng  prices;  but  so  ^  is  this  from  being  true,  that  a. 
great  variety  of  manufactures  on  which  such  duties  have 
been  Ud,  have  absolutely  &llen  in  price-4ndecd,  this  is 
the  case  with  all  articles  tiuit  have  been  adequately  pro- 
tected: woollens,  cottons,  glass,  iron,  and  sugar,  are 
cheaper  in  our  market  than  they  were  ten  years  ago,  and 
of  a  better  quality.  But,  tay  the  enemies  of  the  protect- 
ing system,  these  articles  have  also  fallen  in  price  in  the 
countries  from  which  we  import  ihem;  and  from  this  they 
infer  that  the  reduction  of  piice  is  in  no  degree  owing  to 
the  competition  between  u)e  foreign  and  domestic  pro- 
ducer. But  they  ought  to  reflect  that  the  very  compete 
tion  which  has  reduced  the  price  here,  has  also  reduced 
it  at  foreign  places.  If  We  received  from  the  West  In- 
dies all  the  sugar  we  consumed,  they  could  and  would 
sell  it  to  us  at  increased  prices.  What  we  make  supplies 
the  market  they  possessed,  and  leaves  them  with  a  sur- 
plus which  gluts  their  own  market,  and  compels  them  to 
reduce  thdr  prices,  or  suffer  tb«r  sugars  to  perish  on 
their  hands.  If  tiie  United  States  were  to  ^vc  up  the 
making  of  iron,  it  would  raise  the  price  of  that  article  in 
all  Europe,  more  particularly  in  Russia,  Sweden,  and 
England,  from  wliicn  we  now  mflke  large  importations. 
On  the  contrary,  if  we  should,  after  the  eiample  of  Rus- 
sia, Sweden,  and  other  countries,  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  iron,  it  would  reduce  the  price  of  this  article  in 
Russia,  Sweden,  and  England,  much  below  the  presint 
rates.  The  consumption  of  thirteen  millions  of  people, 
particularly  in  manu&ctures,  mutt  senably  affect  the 
markets  of  all  nations  with  whom  we  have  an  extensive 
trade,  raiang  the  prices  as  our  demands  for  their  manu- 
facture increase,  lowering  them  as-  we  manufacture  for 
ourselves. 

But  the  enemies  of  the  tariff  utterly  deny  that  it  is 
possible  that,  by  adding  duties  which  produce  ccmpetitioi^ 
you  can  reduce  prices.  With  them,  upon  this  subject, 
seeing  is  not  belienng;  and  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina will  not  waste  his  breath  in  proving  the  absurdity  of 
the  position.  Yet  they  have  before  their  eyes  the  daily 
proofs  that  competition  in  all  similar  cas<w  does  reduce 
prices— as  in  steamboats,  stages,  stores,  tavctns,  and  in 
every  species  of  manufacture  in  our  country.  Still  tiiey 
will  not  comprehend  that  a  competition  between  the 
manufactiirers  of  this  and  other  countries  should  kavc  a 
simiUr  effect,  notwithstanding  theee  competitions  are  frc- 
quenUy  carried  on  with  a  determined  pMscverance  that 
ruins  our  domestic  manufacturers,  and  would  equally  ruin 
those  of  Europe  but  for  their  large  capitals. 

It  is  to  this  competition,  which  could  not  be  sustained 
but  for  the  protective  system,  tliat  we  are  indebted  for  the 
low  price  of  our  manu^ctures,  and  for  which  tlie  people 
of  the  South  pinr  no  more  than  those  of  the  Nortl\.  As 
soon  as  our  etfaolislunents  begin  to  supply  our  own  market 
with  any  particular  kind  of  muiufacture,  the  foreign 
manufacture  of  the  like  kind  is  uniformly  offered  at  re- 
duced prices,  the  reducton  oftenamountii.g  to  twenty-five 
per  cent.,  which  is  a  distinct  acknowledgment  tluft  the 
foreign  manufactyrer  was  before  receiving  a  price  twenty- 
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fire  per  cent,  ebon  the  ft»  value  of  Uie  vticle.  Hm 
Briwi  mmnfeetuTCTi  are  now  receini^  from  us,  on  manu- 
&cturei  of  vaiioiu  1ciiid%  partkularty  of  hardware  and 
earthenware,  to  a  verjr  lai^  amount,  at  prices  one-quarter 
abore  their  minirnum  TidHe;  or  at  prices  one-quarter 
abore  what  thev  would  take,  sooner  than  abandon  our 
market.  And  this  they  will  continue  to  do,  until  competi- 
tion shall  reduce  their  prices. 

ir  coarse  wooUensy  known  by  the  nameof  nqfroclotba, 
brii^  a  price  which  is  eonadercd  oppresaiTe  by  the  cotton . 
planter^  let  them  know  that  the  responnbiltty  rests  upon 
thor  own  friends,  their  own  representatives  here,  and 
not  upon  tiie  friends  of  the  tariff.  The  duty  upon  un- 
wTou^t  wool  is  four  cents  per  pound,  and  fifty  per  cent, 
ad  raiorem.  This  is  an  exclusion  of  the  coarse  wools, 
valued  at  ten  cents  a  pound,  and  which  are  not  produced 
in  this  country,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr. 
MiuABx  moved  an  amendment  to  put  the  duties  upon  un- 
wroi^^  wool  at  for^  per  cenL  ad  valorem,  and  pro- 
gressivdy  to  fiffy  per  cent.  To  this  an  amendment  was 
moved  to  add  a  ^eeific  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound, 
which  would  be  an  additional  duty  of  forty  per  cent,  upon 
wool  costing  ten  cents  the  pound,  and  four  per  cent,  upon  \ 
wool  costing  one  dollar  the  poiuid.  It  seems  incredible 
tiiat  a  measure  so  tmjuat,  and  evident^  injurious  to  the 
Sooth,  could  have  been  adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress — but  more  ioere^lne  that  it  should  have  been 
adopted  by  the  representatives  of  those  who  were  to  feel 
the  whole  weight  of  the  injury.  This  oppresave  amend- 
ment was  earned — ^yeas  100,  nays  98t  me  whole  South 
voting  for  it,  the  Eastern  members  agtuost  it.  When  this 
bill  came  into  the  Senate,  a  motion  was  made  to  increase 
the  ad  valorem  duty  upon  this  article  ftma  fifty  to  seveo^ 
per  cenL  It  was  determined  in  the  nentiva — nxteen 
to  thirty-one— the  Senators  from  the  Souui  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  South  were  found  voting  fi^  the 
protectuig  system,  constitutional  objections  notwitfastand- 
i.ig,  to  its  very  verge — voting  to  protect  an  article  not 
produced  in  tiiis  country,  and  that  at  tlie  expense  of  them- 
selves and  their  constituents.  BiU  even  for  this  regulation, 
oppressive  as  it  was  calculated  to  be  to  the  South,  the  re- 
sources of  our  countty  will  find  a  remedy;  and  slready  a 
better  material  than  the  coarse  foreign  wool,  formerly 
imported,  is  substituted  tor  miUng  these  dothii  and 
although  lugherin  price*  of  a  better  quali^,  so  as  in  fact 
to  be  cheaper'to  the  consumer. 

The  extimordinary  opinion,  that  as  two-thirds  of  our 
entire  domestic  exports  were  from  tlie  Southern  States, 
^ey  in  &ct  pay  two-thirds  of  alt  the  duties  upon  articles 
imported  in  exchange,  for  such  exports,  although  they 
consumed  but  tme-tbird  of  them,  was,  I  believe,  first 
publicly  advocated  in  the  expootion  of  the  protest  of  the 
L«gislature  of  South  Carolnw  against  the  tariff  of  1838. 
This  protest  has  been  cited  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  and  is  printed  among  our  documents.  The  ex- 
pontion  was  wntten  by  a  committee  of  that  Legislature, 
and  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  that  document, 
and  was  printed  as  such  at  the  scut  of  Government  of 
South  Carolina,  and  I  believe  spread  over  every  section  of 
the  Southern  States.  The  expontion  is  written  with  gtctA 
talen^  and  was  calculated  tohave  the  most  deddod  «ect, 
particularly  in  the  cotton-growing  States. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  printed  copy  of  this  protest  and 
expostion;  and,  as  it  is  more  definite,  and,  I  think,  more 
decided,  as  to  the  subjects  embraced  in  it,  than  was  the 
Senator  from  South  Ciirolina,  I  shall  attempt  something 
like  a  reply  to  some  parts  of  it,  and  particularly  that  part 
of  it  which  seems  calculated  to  explode,  as  a  vulgar  pre- 
judice the  old  idea  that&e  consumer  pays  the  duties. 

Icite  from  ps^  seven  of  this  pamphlet:  **  So  partial  are 
the  effects  of  the  [tariff]  ^tfem,  that  its  burdens  are  ex* 
dusively  on  one  side,  and  in  benefits  on  the  other.  It 


in^MMea  on  the  agricultural  mterest  of  the  South,  includ- 
ing the  Southwest,  and  that  pivtion  of  our  commerce  and 
□aviation  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  the  burden  not  oriy 
of  sustaining  the  sj-stem  itself,  but  that  also  of  sustaining 
Government.  The  tax  paid  by  the  duty  on  imports,  by 
which,  with  the  exception  of  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  the  Government  is  wholly  supported,  and 
which,  in  its  gross  amount,  is  umtially  equal  to  i^tout 
$23,000,000,  is,  then,  in  truth,  no  tax  on  them:  irttatever 
portion  of  it  they  advance,  as  consumers  tif  thoarticleson 
which  it  is  imposed,  returns  to  them  from  the  labor  of 
others,  with  usurious  interest,  through  an  artfiUly  con- 
trived system.  That  such  are  the  facts,  the  committee 
willproceed  to  demonstrate,  by  other  arguments  than  the 
confession  ofthe  party  by  its  acts,  concluuve  as  tiiat  ought 
to  be  conudered. 

"If  the  duty  were  imposed  upon  exports,  instead  of 
imp(»ts,  no  one  would  doubt  its  partial  operation.  It 
would  clearly  &11  on  those  engaged  in  rearing  products 
tor  foreign  marketst  artd  as  rice,  tobacco,  and  cotton 
constitute  the  great  mass  of  our  exports,  such  a  du^ 
would,  of  necesuty,  mainly  fall  on  the  Southern  States 
where  they  are  excluMvely  cultivatedt  and  to  prove  that 
the  burden  of  the  tariff  also  &ills  on  them  almost  exclu- 
sively, it  is  otAy  necessary  to  show  that,  as  &r  as  (heir 
interest  ts  concerned,  there  is  little  or  no  difference  be- 
tween an  export  and  an  import  di^.  We  export  to  im- 
port The  object  is  an  exchange  of  the  fnuts  of  our 
labor  for  those  of  other  countries.  We  have,  from  soil 
and  climate,  a  &cility  in  rearing  certain  great  agricultural 
staples,  while  other  and  older  countries,  with  a  dense 
population,  and  capital  greatly  accumulated,  have  equal 
ncdity  in  manu&cturing  various artlclessuited  to  our  use; 
and  thus  a  foundation  is  l«d  for  an  exchange  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  labor,  mutual^  advantageous.  A  duty,  whether 
it  be  hud  on  imports  or  exports,  must  &1I  upon  this  ex- 
change, and,  on  whichever  laid  in  our  cpuntry,  must,  in 
reality,  be  paid  by  the  American  producer  of  the  articles 
exchanged.  Such  must  be  the  operation  of  all  taxes  on 
sales  or  exchanges.  The  owner,  in  reality,  pays  it, 
whether  laid  on  the  vender  or  purchaser.  It  matters  not, 
in  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land,  or  any  other  article,  if  a  tax 
be  imposed  on  the  sale,  whether  it  be  paid  by  him  who 
Bells,  or  him  who  buys;  the  amount  must,  in  both  casest  b« 
deducted  from  the  price.  Nor  can  it  alter,  in  this  par- 
ticular, the  operation  of  such  a  tax,  if  imposed  on  the 
exchanges  of  communities,  instead  of  individuals.  Such 
exchanges  are  but  the  aggregate  of  sales  of  the  individuals 
of  the  respective  countries,  and  must,  if  taxed,  be  go 
verned  by  the  same  rules.  Nor  is  it  material  whether  the 
exchange  be  barter  or  sate,  direct  or  circuitous;  in  eveiy 
case,  it  must  fidl  on  the  producer.  To  the  growm 
rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  it  is  the  same  whether  Guveni- 
ment  takes  one-third  of  what  tiiey  raise,  for  the  liber^  of 
sending  the  other  two-thirds  abroad,  or  one-tlurd  of  the 
salt,  sugar,  iron,  coffee,  cloth,  and  other  articles  they  may 
need  in  exchange,  for  the  liberty  of  bringing  them  home; 
in  bqth  cases  he  gets  a  tlurd  less  than  he  ought;  a  third 
of  his  labor  is  taken,  yet  tihe  one  is  an  import  and  the  other 
an  export  duty. 

"  The  exports  of  domestic  produce,  in  round  numbo^ 
may  be  estunated  as  averaging  953|000,000  annually,  of 
wluch  tiie  States  growing  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  pro- 
duce about  |35,W0,000,  The  average  value  of  tiie  ex- 
ports of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice,  for  the  last  four  years, 
exceeded  $35,500,000;  to  which,  if  we  add  flour,  lumber, 
corn,  and  various  other  articles  exported  from  the  same 
States,  but  whidl  cannot  be  distingiushed  on  the  custom- 
house books  from  exports  of  the  same  description  from 
the  other  States,  the  amount  murt  be  equal  to  that  stated. 
Taking  it  at  that  sum,  the  exports  of  the  Southern  or 
stuile  States^  and  of  the  otiier  States,  will  then  stand  as 
937,000,000  to  «16,000,000,  coDiMerably  exceeding  the 
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proportion  of  twotoone;  wlule  their  population,  estinmted 
in  Kderd  numbers,  is  the  reverse;  uie  former  sending  to 
tibe  House  of  Representatives  seTenty<Mx  members,  and 
the  latter  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  It  follows  that 
one-third  of  the  Union  exports  near  two-thirds  of  the 
domestic  products.  Such,  then,  is  the  amount  of  labor 
which  our  country  annually  exchanges  with  the  rest  of 
the  world,  and  such  our  proportion.  The  Government 
is  supported  almost  entirely  by  a  tax  on  this  exchuin,  in 
^pe  of  an  import  duty,  the  gross  amount  of  which  is 
anoually  about  ^33,000,000,  as  has  been  already  stated. 
Previous  to  the  pairing  of  the  act  of  last  session,  this  tax 
aven^l  about  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  the  imports.  What  ad^tion  that  has  made,  it  is 
difficult, with  the  present  data,  to  establish  with  precision; 
but  It  is  certainly  short  of  Uie  truth  to  state  it  to  be  an 
averag«  increase  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  thus 
making  the  present  dii^  to  average  leaifc  forty^lve 
per  cent,  which,  on  $37,000,000,  the  amount  of  our 
share  of  the  ezpnis,  will  give  the  sum  of  %\  6,650,000  as 
our  share  to  the  general  contributions  to  the  treasury." 

If  this  committee  are  right  in  their  estimate,  that  one- 
third  of  the  (Jraon  pay  #16,650,000  as  their  share  of  the 
$33,000,000,  the  gross  amount  of  import  duto,  it  follows 
that  the  other  two-thirds  fvj  but  $6,350,000  as  then- 
share  of  this  gross  amount. 

It  is  allowed  that  the  Eastern,  Western,  and  Middle 
Statea  consume  two-tlurds  of  the  importa.  Tlie  inhabit- 
ants  of  those  States  well  know  tiiis,  and  they  do  verily 
believe,  notwithstanding  the  expowUon  and  protest,'  that 
they  pay  the  duties  on  so  much  of  the  imports  as  they 
consume;  and  that  it  makes  no  difference  in  this  respect, 
whether  the  imp<nted  articles  are  paid  for  in  fish,  potash, 
flour,  rice,  cotton,  or  tobacco;  and  you  cannot  connnce 
themtlMttiie  catcher  of  the  fish,  tbe  maker  of  the  potash, 
the  manu&cturer  of  liie  flour,  or  the  grower  of  the  rice, 
cotton,  or  tobacco,  pays  any  part  of  it  for  them.  And  are 
they  not  right?  Do  the  gentlemen  of  Boston,  New  York, 
or  PhiUdelphia,  drink  their  Madeira  or  ChampagDe,  at 
the  expense  of  the  Southern  planter^  Do  those  of  Balti- 
moreand  Wadiington  enjoy  a  like  advantage?  or  is  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line  the  southern  limit  of  those  so  highly 
Jkvored  by  the  protecting  nrstem  ?  It  is  unfortunate  that 
while  the  people  of  the  South  are  made  unhappy,  by 
■uppoung  tnat  they  pay  the  duties  on  the  importedarticles 
consumed  by  those  of  the  North,  the  fartter  are  not  made 
happy  by  believing  it. 

Suppose  the  merchant  of  New  York  purchases  the 
crop  of  the  cotton  planter,  sends  it  to  Liverpool,  and  ob- 
tains Briti^  manufactures  in  exchange,  on  which  he  pays 
the  duties;  he  charges  Aose  duties  aa  a  part  of  the  price 
of  the  goodi  to  the  consumer.  If  the  grower  of  the  cot- 
ton •ends  hia  crop  to  Uverpool,  and  receives  manufikc- 
tum  in  return  for  sale  in  this  country,  he  equally  imposes 
upon  the  conmuner  here  the  payment  of  the  impost 
duties.  But  if  he  should  labor  under  the  delusion  that  he 
must  bear  the  burden  of  pajing  the  duties,  except  as  to 
his  own  consumption,  let  him  receive  money  in  exchange 
fi>r  his  cotton,  and  this  pays  no  duty. 

The  committee  of  the  Le^slabire  of  SfHith  Carolina  as- 
same  as  a  datum  not  to  be  doubted,  that^  if  the  duties 
were  hod  upon  the  exports,  the  ta  would  lull  upon  the 
exporter.  [But  is  this  so?  If  all  the  duties  were  laid  upon 
exports,  instead  of  imports,  would  the  consumer  of  the 
imported  articles,  obtained  in  exchange  for  such  ebports, 
escape  the  export  duty?  The  whole  exports  must  pay  for 
Ae  whde  imports.  The  value  of  the  exports  would  cpn- 
riat  of  all  the  items  of  expense  necessary  fw  their  pro- 
duction and  transportation  to  a  market  For  instance, 
th«  cotton  planter  would  charge  for  planting  and  rainng 
his  cotton— nr  preparing  it  for  market — for  transporting 
It  to  s  asaport— for  the  uberty  of  exporting  it,  being  the 
export  dufy,  uid  ibr  ditpping  H  to  Europe.  Tliesc  are 


all  Items  erf*  expense  whidi  constitute  tiie  aggregate  value 
of  the  cotton  in  a  foreign  market,  for  which  an  equal  va- 
lue is  received  in  goods,  to  be  sold  in  this  country.  It  is 
evident  that  those  who  purchase  and  consume  such  goods 
pay  the  whole  value  of  the  cotton,  including  the  export 
aaty.  But  if  it  were  otherwise,  it  would  not  follow  that, 
because  we  export  to  imp<at,  the  duties  upon  imports 
were  not  to  .be  paid  by  the  consumer.  If  it  were  true,  as 
it  is  not,  that  the  Southern  States,  exporting  two-thirds 
of  all  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  conwmingbntone- 
third  of  the  imports  recdved  in  ext^iai^,  pay  two4hir^ 
of  the  duties  upon  such  imports,  and,  of  course,  submit 
to  an  enormous  weight  of  taxes  beyond  their  just  propor- 
tion, that  com^tion  is  not  imposed  upon  them  by  the  pro- 
tective system.  Suppose  the  present  dutiea  were  laid 
for  revenue  alone,  without  any  view  to  manuCtctures,  and 
that  they  iaA  not  in  the  sligfAest  degree  protect  manufac- 
tures, would  not  the  exporting  States  pay  precisely  what 
they  now  do?  Or  that  the  whole  unoontt^^ties  vaslaid 
upon  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles  not  produced  in  this 
country,  or  that  we  had  no  manufcctures  in  the  Uiutcd 
States,  would  not  tlie  States  exporting  two^hirds  of  the 
whole  produce  of  the  country  pay  two-thirds  of  the  du- 
ties, as  much  as  thev  now  do? 

Modify  this  tariff  as  you  please,  tiie  exporting  States 
would  continue  to  pay  twice  then:  proper  share  of  the 
taxes,  iftheydosonowfthiscon^ionisfixed  upon  them 
as  long  as  they  continue  to  be  exporters  of  two-thirds  of 
the  produce  of  the  country.  The  situation  of  these  States 
would  b«  an  unfortunate  one  if  the  poution  assumed  i» 
the  expontion  be  just;  but  happily  it  is  not.  This  frightful 
picture  is  but  the  baseless  &bric  of  a  vision.  The  cotton 
planters  pay  exactly  their  proportion  of  the  duties  to  the 
articles  they  consume,  and  not  a  cent  more. 

The  Southern  States  have  the  peculiar  advantage  of  «n- 
plpying  their  industry  in  producing  articles  that  brin^ 
tiiirty-seven  millions  of  dollars  annuiuly  in  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, by  which,  so  far  from  being  serfs  (as  is  said  in  the  ex- 
position} to  other  States,  they  render  the  other  States  tri- 
butary to  them.  If  the  Southern  States  export  twice  as 
much  as  the  others,  those  others  must  obtain  from  them,, 
at  an^  expense,  as  much  as  will  make  up  for  their  defi- 
ciencies of  exports.  This  is  done  by  purchasing  the  bills 
of  the  exporters,  often  at  high  premiumfl^  which  operates 
most  advantageously  for  the  States  wl:ach  export,  and 
most  injuriously  to  those  which  do  not  That  four  or  five 
States  should  have  the  power,  from  the  nature  of  their 
products,  to  export  for  all  the  others,  and,  of  course,  to 
pay  for  all  the  imports  of  the  others,  would  enable  them 
to  appropriate  to  themselves,  fairly  and  justly,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  wealth  of  their  neighbors;  and  this  disadvan- 
tage, on  the  part  of  the- non-exporting  States,  would  be 
greatly  aggravated,  if  circumstances  imposed  upon  tbem 
the  necessity  of  purchasing  foreign  manufactures  of  kinds 
that  this  country  should  produce  for  itself.  This  subject 
I  endeavored  to  illustrate  in  my  observations  on  the  tariff 
bill  of  1824.  And,  although  I  have  never  before  quoted 
any  tiling  that  I  have  said  myself,  yet,  on  this  occasion, 
I  will  do  it,  as  it  will  be  perceived  that,  in  1824,  I  took 
nearly  the  same  data  to  prove  how  much  the  Eastern, 
Western,  and  Itiddle  States  were  suffering  from  the  con* 
cUtion  that  the  Southern  States  exported  so  much  and  they 
so  little,  that  the  authors  of  the  expoution  took,  in  183^ 
to  prove  how  much  tlie  exporting  States  were  sufining 
from  the  same  condition.  Those  observatioDS  were  made 
5th  Hay,  1824,  and  pidiliAed  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, 12th  of  July: 

"If  the  ruinous  state  of  our  trade  with  Eiuvpe  pressed 
equally  on  every  part  of  the  United  Slates^  it  .would  be 
conndered  asaa  enormous  evil,  for  which  an  ailequate  re- 
medy ought  immediately  to  he  provided-  But  the  evU  ia 
j^tly  augmented,  when  we  coninder  its  unequal  opem* 
tun  Qpon  different  sections  of  the  Union. 
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In  1833,  ve  imported  to  the  amount  of     -  $83,341*541 
Our  exporta  of  forei|pi  goods  tnd  produce, 
which  properly  belonged  to  the  carrying 
tnde,  amounted  to       ....  23,386,302 


$60,955,339 

tare  or  manufactorea  Jthe  country^  40,87^079 


DomciBe  export^  aruing  from  the  agricul- 

nreaor" 


LMTUig  abahnee  of  importi  orer  exporta  of  $11,081,360 


The  whole  domettic  exports, 
Of  tbea^  the  nee  amounted 

to,  $  1,553,483 

Cotton  to  -  -  .  -  34,035,058 
Tobaccoto        •  -  6i,333,838 


$49,874,079 


31,811,378 


Leating  of  all  other  exporta,     -      -  . 
Of  these,  the  Statea  exporting  rice,  cotton, 
•ndtobaocOk  cxptat  at  leaat  a  fourth  part. 


$18,063,701 
4,516,000 


Leaving  ej^mrti  to  the  amount  of  -  -  $13,547,000 
Which  may  be  considered  as  Uie  wlude  that  tiie  Eastern, 
MidtUe,  ana  grain-gmwing  Statea  exported  during  that 
year. 

Thehalf  of  tiie  imports  over  and  above  the  foreign  ex- 
porta have  probably  been  canaumed  by  those  grain-grov- 

mg  States— «j  ^477,669 

Deduct  tfadribare  of  ^  export^     .      -  13,547,-000 


Leaving  a  balance  against  these  Statea  of  $36,830,669 
— ftve  and  a  half  millions  of  it  to  merchants  in  Europe,  and 
twenty  and  a  half  of  it  to  the  States  producing  rice,  cot- 
ton, and  tobacco.  The  next  year  the  balance,  by  a  umi- 
lar  calculation,  was  not  ao  much  agunst  the  grain-growing 
States^  but  amounted  to  more  than  twelve  millions  in  favor 
of  the  Statea  produdng  rice,  cotton,  and  tobaccoi  and 
this  sum  may  be  conncMred  u  the  avenge  balance  Sat 
several  rear*  past.  So  that,  undw  the  present  state  of 
thingi^  tue  grun^rowing  States,  consisting  of  at  least  two- 
thiraa  of  die  Unioo,  are  compelled  to  taxe  of  European 
mann&cturea  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
that  six  or  seven  States  may  have  the  advantage  of  send- 
ing remittances  in  payment  o^those  manufacturea,  and 
selling  their  bills  for  the  same  at  an  extravagant  advance; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  wealth  of  the  graio'^ow' 
ing  Statea  is  flowing  in  a  constant  stream  to  the  States 
producing  tice,  cotton,  and  tobacco.  If  the  grain-grow- 
ing Statea  had  the  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
foreign  produce  and  manu&ctures  tar  th^  consumption, 
tlie  Soothem  States  would  no  longer  recnve  the  benefit 
of  indirectly  fumi^ng  those  supplies.  And  are  those 
Middle  and  Western  grain-growing  States  forever  to  take 
twelve  million*  of  manufactures  annually,  which  they 
would,  under  proper  regulations,  make  for  themselves, 
that  their  neighbors  may  have  a  market  to  that  amount  for 
&«r  |»odace-.«iving  employment  to  all  their  capital  and 
industry,  while  mat  m  other  States  remains  unemployed? 
How  ki^  are  we  to  remdn  in  this  state  of  vaasabge? 
How  long  can  we  remain  ao>  How  long  will  our  patience 
endure?  How  long  our  means  last?  Till  we  can  under- 
stand our  true  interests — count  our  numbers—and  rally 
oar  votes.*' 

Nodiing  like  an  accurate  estimate,  continued  Hr.  D., 
can  be  fbrmed  of  the  loss  of  the  Eastern,  Western,  and 
Middle  States,  in  paying  for  th^  imports  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  nulliims  of  doUan  annually,  through  the  ex- 
ports of  the  South,  instead  of  paying  for  them  directly  by 
thnr  own  exports,  or  the  gain  of  the  Southern  States  by 
this  circuitous  trade;  but  the  loss  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
gain  on  the  other,  must  be  to  a  large  amount.  If  the 
wftriDgs  of  the  Southern  States  are  as  great  as  repre- 


sented; if  their  fields,  which  produce  cotton  to  tb« 
amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  are  neriected, 
it  must  be  ow'uig  to  causes  not  depemUng  upon  the  pro- 
tective system. 

A  thwoagfa  conviction  among  many  of  the  people  of 
the  Southern  States,  that  the  tariff  laws  are  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution)  that  they  impose  upon  them 
the  necesnty  of  paying  enormous  prices  for  their  manu- 
iiuetures;  and  that  they  load  them  with  oppressive  taxes, 
beyond  their  proper  proportions  of  the  public  burdens, 
has  excited  a  high  degree  of  exasperation,  of  which  die 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  given  us  a  most  vivid 
picture.  Yet  there  is  another  cause  of  tUscontent,  upon 
wluch  much  lev  has  been  asid,  but  which  has  the  most 
deoded  influence,  particularly  ^tb  the  ridi  cotton  plant- 
ers. It  is  a  belief,  on  their  part,  that,  as  their  manu&c- 
tures  imported  from  Europe  ate  pud  for  cluefly  in  cot- 
ton, the  more  goods  we  import,  the  more  cotton  they  can 
export)  that  their  sal&s  of  this  article  would  be  unlimited 
if  our  imports  of  European  manu&ctures  were  so;  that 
the  manufacturing  interest,  so  Ao*  as  it  has  grown  up  un- 
der the  protective  q^stem,  is  an  injury  to  Uiem,  and  an 
interference  with  their  kwful  commerce. 

I  will  quote  from  a  speech  made  in  April,  1830,  in  the 
House  ot  Representadves  by  a  diidnguished  member  of 
that  body  from  South  Carolina,  ^cb  win  place  this  sub. 
ject  in  a  most  distinct  pcnnt  of  vieari 

"  You  cannot  create  a  demand,  for  example,  for  any  do- 
mestic^ manufacture  by  legislatitm,  otherwise  than  by. 
excluding  a  unular  fordgn  manu&eturei  and  as  your  le*- 
gislation  is  calculated  to  enhance  the  price  of  the  article, 
you  certunly  cannot  create  b^  it  a  demand  for  a  greater 
amount  of  the  domestic  bbnc  than  you  exclude  of  the 
foreign.  It  may  be  confidently  assumed,  therefore,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  iron  and  salt,  and  manu- 
factures of  cotton,  wool,  iron,  and  hemp,  which  have  been 
brouglit  into  existence  in  the  United  States  by  the  sys- 
tem of  high  protecting  duties,  at  least  an  equal  amount 
of  foreign  rinl  productions  has  been  excluded  by  those 
dudea  I  It  wiU  not  be  deemed  an  extravagant  estimate  to 
suppose  that  the  protecting  n'stem  has  caused  to  be  pro- 
duced annually  articles  of  these  various  kinds,  to  die 
amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  which  would  not 
have  been  produced  but  for  the  protection  given  them- 
It  follows,  then,  asa  corollary,  thatatleastan  equal  amount 
of  those  articles  of  foreign  producUon  must  have  been 
excluded.  But  these  are  the  very  articles  which  we  re- 
ceive  from  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Holland,  in  ex- 
change for  our  i^ricultural  staples,  by  excluding  twelve 
millions  of  such  articles.  Therefore,  we  necessarity 
diminish  the  foreign  demand  for  our  staples,  and  princi- 
pally cotton,  to  that  amount  There  is  scarcely  any  limit 
to  the  consumption  of  our  cotton  in  Europe,  but  that 
wluch  is  imposed  by  our  refusal  to  teke  manuftctures  in 
exchange  for  it.  I^  therefore,  we  were  permitted  to  im. 
port  the  $12,000,000  worth  <^  manufitctures  that  have 
been  excluded  by  our  oommereial  restrictions,  or  rather 
if  they  bad  never  been  excluded  by  those  restrictions,  it 
cannot  be  reasonably  doubted  Utat  we  should  now  have 
a  demand  in  Europe  for  400,000  bales  of  cotton  beyond 
the  existing  demand.  Even,  therefore,  if  we  grant,  what 
is  not  the  net,  that  the  whole  of  the  domestic  demand  for 
cotton  has  been  produced  by  the  prohibitory  effect  of  our 
tariff,  it  wiU  follow  that  we  have  gained  a  market  for 
150,000  bales,  by  sacrificing  one  of  400,000.  From  this 
estimate,  it  will  be  seen  ttuit  the  prohibition  of  fordgn 
imports  tiad  resulted  in  curtailing  me  entire  demand  tor 
cotton  in  the  markets  of  the  whole  world,  including  our 
own,  350,000  bales.  In  addition,  then,  to  the  annual 
burden  he  beara  in  paying  the  duties  upon  the  imports 
he  is  atiU  permitted  to  bring  into  the  country,  the  planter 
auitoina  an  annual  loss  of  $7,500,000,  being  the  value  of 
the  cotton  tar  which  he  has  lost  a  market,  in  consequence 
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of  the  unjust  restrictions  imposed  upon^iis  lawful  com. 
merce  by  the  suicidal  policy  of  his  own  Government" 

This  Mntlemaii  had  conwdered  the  sufFerinjfs  of  the 
South  ansing  from  the  enormous  prices  of  manu^tured 
article!  consumed  ))y  them,  aod  from  the  heav^  vdght  of 
taxes  paid  by  them  beyond  tiieir  due  proportion.  This, 
therefm^  is  a  subject  of  compl^nt,  independent  of  the 
others,  and  must  be  connderea  in  tliat  light{  for  had  the 
manu&ctures,  in  the  articles  stated,  increased  by  tiie 
amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  without  protection, 
they  would  have  excluded  precisely  the  same  amount  of 
forei^  impoi*ts  they  now  do,  and  would  have  prevented 
the  sale  of  as  much  cotton  as  they  now  do. 

We  can  now  int^rct  the  golden  dreams  of  those  who 
think  to  seize  the  occasion  ra  the  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt  to  prostrate  the  protective  system,  when,  as 
they  fondly  believe.  Great  Bntkin  will  manufacture  for  us 
to  the  amount  of  many  nulliona  beyond  what  she  does 
now;  when  there  will  be  no  reiusu  on  the  part  of  this 
country  to  take  foreign  manufactures,' and  wlien  there  will 
be  no  linut  to  the  eonsumption  of  American  cotton  in 
Europe. 

Tniese  dreams  will  never  be  realized.  The  protective 
ayitem  may  be  deitroyedt  property  to  the  amount  of  mil- 
lions may  be  aaoiiflced  and  abandoned;  the  whole  indus- 
try of  the  grain-growing  States  hiay  be  paralyzed;  a  scene 
of  distress  may  prevail  over  the  tend,  such  as  we  have 
never  yet  witnessed;  but  the  British,  the  French,  and  the 
Dutch^  will  buy  no  more  cotton  than  they  want{  and  so 
much  they  will  have  (  for  to  that  extent  it  is  more  valuable 
to  them  than  gold- 

'  Great  B^tain  makes  war  upon  our  mamifiustures  with  a 
perseverance  that  is  without  a  parallel,  and  refuses  to  take 

the  produce  of  the  Eastern,  Western,  and  Middle  States. 
These  States  have  no  defence  aninst  this  system,  but  to 
exclude  as  far  as  they  can  the  mlihufactures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  substituting  their  own. 

If  tliese  States  should  take  no  more  of  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  than  could  be  paid  for  in  their  produce 
which  Great  Britain  would  take  in  exchange,  there  would 
be  an  exact  balance  between  them  and  Great  Britain. 
The  cotton^^wing  States  would  then  receive  from 
Great  Britain  as  much  of  their  manufactures  as  they  might 
want  for  their  own  consumption,  in  part  payment  for  their 
cotton,  and  the  residue  in  money,  which  pays  no  import  duty. 

But  this  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  cotton  planters,  whose 
policy  it  is,  that  the  Eastern,  Western,  and  Middle  States 
should  take  a  much  larger  amount  of  British  goods  than 
they  now  do,  tlwt  they,  the  planters,  may  pay  for  them  in 
cotton.  And  as  this  coincides  exactly  with  the  views  of 
the  British  Government,  they  have  succeeded,  not  to  the 
extent  of  their  wishes,  but  to  an  extent  that  has  been  a 
great  oppression  to  tlie  grun-growing  States.  The  tariff 
of  1816  was  passed  in  accordance  with  this  policy,  and 
carried  ruin  to  thousands  engaged  in  manufactures  in  those 
States,  and  the  destruction  to  their  establishments  to  the 
amount  of  millions  of  dollar^  of  which  the  distresses  of 
1818,  '19,  '30,  and  '21,  afford  the  most  melancholy  proof. 
All  the  attempts  to  mitigate  the  condition  of  those  States 
were  Brmly  and  successfully  resisted  by  the  South,  till  the 
year  1824,  when  a  tariff  bill  was  passed  that  afforded 
them  some  relief  j  but  this  relief  was  considered  as  an  in- 
vasion of  the  rights  of  the  rich  cotton  planters,  who  view 
our  rifling  manufactures  with  more  hostility  than  the  Bri- 
ti^  Government  has  ever  evinced  unce  wc  were  colonies. 
Boath  CaroUtw  cannot  cause  our  manufiicturing  establish- 
ments to  be  abated,  as  nuisances,  as  the  British  Govern< 
ment  did  before  our  independence;  but  they  endeavor  to 
defeat  our  protective  policy,  by  threatening  to  resist  our 
revenue  laws,  and  by  giving  us  the  most  solemn  warnings 
that  this  system  will  soon  lead  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
And  that  these  threats  and  warnings  may  have  tlte  more 
effect,  ((Very  effort  has  been  made  to  convince  the  dtizena 


of  that  State  that  they  were  oppressed  beyond  endur> 
ance,  by  paying  cnormoUB  prices  for  the  manufactures  of 
their  consumption;  and  that  they  were  paying  more  than 
twice  their  proper  amount  of  taxes,  for  benefit  of  the  ^ 
rich  nabobs  of  the  North,  who,  in  the  language  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  are  dressed  in  purple  and 
fine  linen,  and  who  are  rioting  in  all  the  hixiuies  of  the 
earth,  at  the  expense  of  the  Southern  plwter.  When 
such  delusion  prevails,  it  Is  not  strange  that  discontent, 
dismay,  and  despur  should  pervade  the  land.  But 
this  discontent,  dismay,  and  despair  is  not  created  by 
the  rich  nabobs  of  the  North,  but  by  the  rich  nabobs 
of  the  South,  if,  indeed,  we  have  Dabobs^  some  of  whom 
command  the  l^ior  of  a  hundred,  and  some  of  a  thousand, 
and  arc  enabled  to  dispose  of  the  produce  of  that  Ubor  to 
the  amount  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  exports  of  the  United 
States.  Remove  this  delusion,  and  you  remove  this  dis- 
content, this  dismay,  and  despair. 

But  what  justice  is  therein  the  policy  which  the  cotton- 
growing  States  pursue,  to  compel  the  other  Sutea  to  con- 
sume British  manu&cturea,  that  they  may  pay  for  tbem^ 
They  say  that  God  and  nabire  Itavc  given  them  the  soil 
and  clinute  proper  for  the  prodnctioii  of  this  great  article 
of  export  God  and  nature  have  f^ven  to  New  York  the 
soil  and  climate  to  produce  \i^heat  to  the  amount  of  our 
entire  exports.  But  foreigners  take  our  cotton  and  not 
our  wheat  It  is  the  market,  then,  to  which  the  cotton 
planters  are  indebted  for  their  advantage  over  the  gro»-- 
ers  of  wheat  But  tlie  cotton  planters  think  that  their 
sales  are  increased  as  domestic  manu&ctures  are  discou- 
nted, and  decreased  as  don^esUc  manu&ctures  are  cn- 
coursged;  that  their  sales  are  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the 
protectiim  to  manufactures.  How  &r  the  grain-grow- 
ing States  shall  be  permitted  to  substitute  their  own  ma< 
nufacttires  for  those  of  Great  Britain,  and  how  &r  they 
must  rely  upon  cotton  States  for  bills  of  exchange  to  pay 
for  manufactures,  must  depend  not  upon  soil  or  climate, 
but  upon  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  tiie  Union.  But 
for  this  constitution,  the  cotton-growing  States  would  not 
pay  for  the  manufactures  consumed  by  the  grain-growing 
States.  The  latter  would  take  of  foreign  produce  or  ma- 
nufactures to  the  anMMiDt  of  their  ex^Knts,  and  would 
manufi»cture  for  themselves  what  they  might  want  b^ond 
this.  U  is  owing  to  this  constitution  and  these  laws — it  is 
to  the  Union,  that  the  cott»n-growing  States  are  permitted 
to  pay  for  manu&otures  to  the  amount  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars annually  consumed  in  the  other  States,  which  are 
restnuned  by  the  constitution  from  making  any  laws  or 
combinations,  leagues,  covenants,  agreements,  <)r  com- 
pacts with  each  otlier  for  their  pnvteetion.  And  if  the 
cotton-growing  States  think  to  impose  upon  tlie  others  the 
necessity  of  taking  foreign  manufiu:tures,  except  under 
the  operation  of  out  constitution,  and  an  adherence  to  the 
Union,  they  are  utterly  mistaken. 

If  the  cotton  planters  of  the  South  would,  with  candid 
and  liberal  feelings,  connder  the  immense  advantages  thepr 
enjoy  over  the  North,  in  consequence  of  this  Unioi^  their 
deadly  hostility  to  our  protective  system  would  eeaae.  By 
the  late  returns,  I  find  that  during  the  last  year  there  was 
exported  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  to  the  amount  of 
thirty-seven  millions  of  dollars,  which  is  within  twenty- 
two  millions  of  the  entire  domestic  exports  of  tlie  country, 
a  considerable  portion  of  which  went  to  pay  for  manufac- 
tures consumed  in  the  Eastern,  Western,  and  Middle 
States.  And  shall  tiie  growers  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco, 
consider  the  Uiuon  as  of  no  value '  The  export  of  cotton 
alone  amounted  to  twenty-nine  and  a  half,  say  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  more  than  half  of  the  domestic  exports. 
And  shall  the  cotton  planters,  with  thirty  millions  in  their 
pockets,  as  remittances  for  their  countloM  bales  of  cotton, 
consider  the  Union  as  of  no  value  to  them,  because  they 
cannot  sell  a  little  more  cotton  > 

That  the  tariff*  hws  could  be  much  improved,  I  have  no 
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'doubt;  that  they  could  be  rendered  more  uceptable  to 
the  Southern  as  well  u  all  the  other  States,  I  have  no 
doubt,  provided  the  subject  could  be  met  with  a  spirit  of 
acconimodatioa.  Duties  to  a  large  amount  are  noposed, 
which  promote  no  interest  whatever,  and  which  are  not 
vsutedfbrTCTenaei  uidsomeof  which  are  much  agMnrt 
the  interests  of  the  manuftcturers.  AH  these  the  mami- 
fitcturinif  States  would  rladly  repeal  or  reduce.  But  we 
cannot  eonsent  to  a  retuictioa  tn  the  duties  upon  certain 
great  articles  of  conaimption,  in  part  nnported,  and  in 
part  manubctured  here,  so  a>  to  give  the  foreigaer  greater 
advantages  in  our  market  than  he  now  enj<^s.  We  can- 
not consent  that  the  oitisens  of  our  States  should  be  dri- 
ren  fromoorownmaikets'bjrtliesabjectsofGrefttBritun. 
Here  we  moat  take  our  stuid  till  ve  shaU  be  oremiled 
hy  majorities  in  the  two  'Houses  of  Congress.  To  them 
we  bImU  submit. 

If  the  induatrjr  of  the  Southern  States  required  as  much 
protection  from  foreign  capital  and  foreign  combination,  as 
the  industry  of  the  other  States,  it  would  be  most  freely 
accorded  to  tiiem;  as  they  do  not  require  the  same  protec- 
tion, the  Eastern,  Western,  and  Middle  States  ^cerely 
desb«  to  extend  to  those  of  the  South  benefits  equal  to 
any  which  they  enjc^t  *nd  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Soutiiem 
States  will  discover  stmie  way  in  which  such  benefits  ma^ 
be  conferred,  without  pressing  a  measure  which  must,  if 
adopted,  result  in  the  sacrilicmg  the  industry  of  the  ma- 
nufacturing States.  With  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  these  States,  the  most  kind  feelings  towards  the  South 
prevail,  of  which  I  think  the  proceedings  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  afford  the  most  incontestable  proof. 

But  while  a  spirit  prevMis,  which  led  the  Southmi 
gentlemen  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  1838,  to  in- 
troduce into  the  tariff  bill  its  most  odious  feaUire,  in  direct 
hostiJityto  tiior  own  interest;  while  the  spirit  prevails 
which  rejects  the  repeal  of  duties  which  are  a  burden  to 
them  to  a  large  amount,  and  not  necessary  to  be  retained 
for  any  purpose  whatever;  while  such  a  spirit  prevails 
against  what  the  honorable  Senator  is  pleased  to  call  the 
accursed  tariff,  I  must  confess  I  see  but  Uttle  prospect  of 
doing  any  thing  by  way  of  compromise.  I  sincerely  hope, 
however,  that  something  may  arise  in  the  course  of  tlu's 
discuasicm,  that  may  lead  to  the  return  of  more  correct 
views  uid  better  feelings  and  brighter  prospects. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  by  way  of  compromise  to  reduce  the  duties 
gradually  on  protected  articles,  till  they  should,  in  effect, 
be  no  protection  at  all,  I  see  in  it  nothtng-but  the  most 
determined  hostility  to  the  protective  qrstemi — a  fixed  pur- 
pose to  destroy  the  tariff. 

If  our  manufiurtures  must  fall,  let  them  die  at  once,  and 
not  be  killed  by  inchea— any  tlting  in  preference  to  being 
consumed  by  a  slow  fire. 

I  have  not  noticed  the  numerous  denunciations  from  the 
South,  that  almost  forbid  the  hope  that  an^  thing  like  com* 
promise  can  take  placet  but  I  cannot  omit  to  notice  one 
s>-mptom  of  violence  of  recent  occurrence,  meant,  no 
doubt,  toexate  alarm. 

There  is  an  article  now  going  the  rounds  of  the  South- 
ern papers,  which,  I  fear,  expresses  the  exasperated  feel- 
ings of  a  portion  of  the  South,  I  hope  a  small  one,  against 
the  other  sections  of  the  Union.  The  article  is  headed  a 
"Call  to  Arms."  The  author  continues,  *'thecrinaisnow 
coining  on  when  our  politicians — I  mean  our  populiu-lty- 
huntera^  will  discover  thatnone  but  whig  principles  will  pre- 
■nSif  (so  br  it  is  tobe  hoped  he  is  right)  but  he  proceeds, 
"  With  the  public  debt  must  inevitably  go  its  ofTspHng, 
die  American  system.  There  will  be  a  hard  struggle  for 
it  The  United  States'  bank,  the  sugar  planter,  the  iron 
mister,  and  the  Lowells  and  Appletons,  will  die  hard." 
This  is  quoted  from  the  United  States  Telegraph,  of  the 
lOtb  of  thia  month,'  taken  from  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 
How  the  United  States'  bank  became  a  part    the  Ameri- 


can system,  said  Mr.  D.,  I  know  not  All  the  stockhold. 
ers  in  Europe,  and  in  the  Southern  States,  are  enemies  of 
the  protective  system  of  this  country.  But  leaving  the 
bank  out  of  the  question — "the  sugar  planter,  the  iron 
master,  and  the  Lowells  and  the  Appletons,  willdiehanl!" 
Yes,  they  will  die  hard-^n  tiie  langoi^  of  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  they  will  ^  in  thelast  ditefa.  But  their 
struggle  for  life  will  be  here— in  tiie  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. To  the  majority  they  submit— tiiey  will  neither 
threaten  nor  renst  the  laws. 

But  what  says  the  Senator  fi-om  South  Carolina  upon 
this  subject?  He  does  not  sound  a  beat  to  arms,  but  he 
anticipates  with  raptures  the  moment  of  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt,  as  it  will,  in  his  opinion,  remove  the  founda- 
tion of  the  protective  system.  This,  he  exclaim^  is  tho 
great  national  jubilee!  "Now,  now,  istbetimeforactitm! 
We  have  reached  Mount  Nebo!  We  stand  upon  the  top 
of  Pisgah,  and  shall  we  perish  inthesightof  the  Promised 
Land Moses  perished  there,  and  was  buried  in  the  land 
of  Moab,  and  no  man  knows  bis  sepulchre  unto  this  day. 
If  b^  this  pronused  land  is  meant  the  abolition  of  the  pro- 
tective ^stem— the  destruction  (tf  the  manufiieturing  es- 
tablidiments  of  the  Western,  the  Eastern,  and  the  Middle 
States — the  wasting  of  property  to  the  amount  of  millions, 
and  the  dooming  to  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  misery, 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  our  worthy,  industrious,  eco- 
nomical, and  laborious  citizens,  then  I  do  most  fervently 
pray  that  tlie  honorable  Senator  may  never  pass  Mount 
Pisg^d),  nor  riot  in  this  land  of  promise,  but  that  he  may 
long  remain  in  the  land  of  Moab,  till  he  shall  reach  a  goqd 
old  age,  even  the  age  trf"  Hoses,  if  it  shall  please  Heaven, 
and  that  it  may  be  aud  of  him  at  hislastday,  that  "hia  eye 
was  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  fi)rce  abated." 
Mr.  D.  having  concluded, 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  he  wished  to  address  the  Senate, 
and  was  perfectly  ready  to  go  on  with  the  debate,  should 
the  Senate  so  determine;  but,  as  another  subject  had  been 
set  apart  for  to-morrow,  [alluding,  it  is  supposed,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  yAirBrBE.T,  in  se- 
cret session,]  and  tiie  general  attendance  of  the  Senators 
requested  for  it,  he  thought  tt  would  be  better  to  postpone 
further  proceedings,  with  regard  to  the  resolution  under 
conuderation,  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  resolution  was  then  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TUKSOAT,  Jakuibx  24. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rose  to  present  a  memorial  from  a  number 
of  highly  respectable  citizens  of  South  Carolina  against  the 
protecting  system,  and  said  tliat,  in  the  course  of  the  ob- 
servations which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  a  few 
days  ance,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  he  had  taken  occasion 
to  remark  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  Kde  must  not  de- 
ceive themselves  by  supposing  that  there  existed  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  at  the  Soutli  as  to  the  injurious,  oppres- 
sive, and  unconstitutional  character  of  the  protecting  sys- 
tem. I  am  happy  to  have  it  now  in  my  power,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  adduce,  in  support  of  tiiat  assertion,  a  memorial  from 
the  minority  of  tlie  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  "op- 
posed to  nullification,"  which  I  have  been  requested  to 
present,  and  which  shows  that  whatever  difference  of  opi- 
nion may  exist  in  other  respects,  the  vhole  State  is  united, 
as  I  trust  the  whole  South  now  is,  in  determined  oppoe:- 
tion  to  this  system.  "The  evils  of  which"  the  memorial- 
ists declare  "  are  obvious  and  alarming,  depreciating  the 
•value  of  cotton,  reducing  the  proflta  to  which  tlic  plant- 
'trs  have  long  been  accustomed,  to  such  a  degree  that 
'the  culture  no  longer  yields  an  adequate  compensation 
•for  their  labor,  and  is  continued  from  necessity;  and 
'that,  though  other  causes  have  conspired  to  reduce  the 
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*  income  ofthecitizeosofthe  South,  yet  itu  the  tariflT alone 
'  which  denies  them  the  ri^t  of  converting  that  reduced 
'  income  into  such  an  amount  of  the  necesraries  and  con> 
'  veiiiences  of  life,  as  would  certainly  be  at  their  command, 

*  under  a  revenue  system  of  moderate  duties;  that  these  dlf- 

*  ficidties,  tbou^  great,  might  be  tolerated,  if  the  burden 

*  was  eqiul,  but  that  they  ue  greatly  ag^vated  by  the 

*  consi^ration  that  the  benefits  or  me  tuiff  are  emfined 

*  to  the  manufiicturing  States,  and  that  the  policy,  juitice, 
*and  constitutionality  of  this  qrstem  hare  beenatyenuoualy 
'  contested  and  deiued." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  the  manorial  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  TIPTON  lubmitted  the  fUIowit^  resolution: 
Boohed,  That  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  die  United  States,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  their 
charter,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
restricting  the  bank,  if  rechartered,  from  holding,  or  in 
any  way  acquiring,  real  estate  to  a  greater  extent  than  is 
necessary  for  bankuig  purposes. 

The  reaoluUom  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  BmToa 
and  Mr.  Moom^  respectivdy,  were  talnnup,  and  agreed 
to. 

The  Senate  went  into  the  connderation  of  eKOutire 
bustneMt  and,  when  the  doon  were  opened. 
Adjourned. 

WBinnsDA,T,  Jaxvauy  25. 

*  Mr.  BENTON  tubndUed  two  resduticmsi  one  of  them 
referring  to  tlie  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
United  States'  bank,  certain  inquiriesi  which  resoIutitMia 
lie  on  the  table  one  day  of  course. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yestnday  by  Mr.  Momb, 
were  conndered  and  agreed  to. 

.     RULES  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Tht  fdlowmg  resolution,  offered  cm  Monday  by  Mr- 
Foot,  was  taken  up: 

Raohxd,  That  the  ninth  rule  of  the  Senate  be  amended 
to  read  as  follows:  **  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until 
the  same  shall  be  secondedj"  nor  shall  any  debate  be  per- 
mitted until  the  President  shall  have  announced  to  the 
Senate  the  subject  under  conaiderationt  and  the  question 


number,  said  Mr.  P.,  andhave  been  suppoeedtobeamplj 
sufficient  to  regulate  its  proceedings)  but  it  cannot  have 
escaped  the  observation  of  every  Senator  of  five  or  «x 
gears'  experience,  that  great  innovations  have  been  made 
in  the  practice  of  Senatorsj  and  although  I  would  accord 
to  ever^  Senator  the  fullest  latitude  of  legitimate  and  rele- 
vant discusrion,  yet  I  mtist  be  penmtted  to  say  that  the 
Senate  has  its  rights  aJio^  which  must  be  presnved.  And 
if  Senators  are  disposed  to  intimate  their  intention  to 
introduce  subjects,  such  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Bibb]  bad  a  few  days  nnce  described  "as  of  a  cha- 
racter such  as  the  Senate  oU^t  not  for  a  moment  toenter- 
tain  — ^for  instance,  a  propontion  to  liberate  the  slares  in  Mis- 
souri, or  that  no  white  man  in  Geornashould  own  an  acre 
of  land,"  Mr.  F.  believed  it  to  be  Uie  duty  of  die  Senate 
to  refuse  to  grant  leave  to  introduce  such  subjects;  and 
leave  had  been  refused,  he  believed,  in  more  than  one  in- 
stance.  The  d>ject  of  the  proposed  amendment  was  to 
prevent  any  discussion  subjects  before  the  Senate,  un- 
til they  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate,  and  subjecrt  to 
its  control,  and  an  opportunity  afforded  of  deciding  whether 
they  werepropersubjectsfbrdisGussionwnot.  The  amend- 
ment embraMd  no  new  principle)  it  wu  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  practice  of  all  deUberative  aMemblie^ 
and  within  the  true  spirit  and  intent  of  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  although  pertiaps  not  wiAin  the  letter. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  would  not  be  so  squeamish  as 
to  affect  to  misunderstand  ,the  cause  and  object  of  this 
resolution.  The  object  was  to  prevent  any  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  sUte  of  the  United  States'  bank  currency. 
Unless  the  Senate  were  willing.to  give  up  this  day  to  him, 
they  would  consent  to  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make. 
If  ttie  liberty  of  speech  was  to  fiill  in  this  Bouse,  U  would 
not  fall  Blently,  nor  without  a  struggle.  When  he  sub- 
miUed  the  other  day  Uie  propontion  to  inquire  htto  the 
state  of  the  currency,  he  expected  it  would  have  been  met 
by  argument,  not  by  a  motion  to  atop  all  discussion.  The 
same  attempts  to  vitiate  the  currency  which  were  made 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  issuing  orders  as  cur- 
rency, had  been  made  in  Gfeat  Britain.  It  waa  an  old 
trick  of  banks  to  iuue  small  notes  in  one  place  payable  in 
another.  Hie  Marquis  of  Lansdown  gave  notice,  in  the 
same  case,  that,  after  the  Easter  holidays,  he  would  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  suppression  this  species  of  currency. 
r        J       -    1  11  K  ■   ™i        .1.   .  .   .1  c\    [The  VICE  PRESIDENT  reminded  Mr,  B.  that  the 

of  connderahon  sb^  be  in  <mler  on  the  Snt^uction  ori  ^-^^  before  the  Senate  was  the  resohitUm  to  aher  the 
any  subject preBentedtbrtheSenate,andsballbedecided  ^ 
without  debate. 


Mr.  MILLER,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  of  the  mover 
some  reasons  for  the  proposed  alteration.  For  himself  he 
waa  wilting  to  take  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as  he  found 
them.  Was  the  resolution  intended  to  apply  to  any  cases 
or  individuals  in  the  Senate?  Because  a  Senator  had  made 
an  elaborate,  an  able,  and  eloquent  exposition  of  the  state 
of  the  current^  in  tbil  country,  was  the  rule  to  be  so  al- 
tered a«  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  offence?  He  regai-d- 
ed  the  proposed  alteration  as  subvermve  of  the  i^hts  of 
tlie  minority  in  the  Senate,  and  he  would  endeavor  to  pre- 
serve the  rules  as  they  are. 

Hr.  FOOT  disclaimed  any  allusion  to,  or  any  connex- 
ion with,  thr  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  discussion 
of  its  merits.  It  was  not  his  object  to  stifle  debate;  and 
so  far  from  impairing  or  infringing  the  rights  of  the  nuno- 
rihr,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  must  know  that  all 
rules  in  deliberate  bodies  were  designed  to  secure  the 
rights  of  the  minority:  they  have  no  outer  security  against 
oppression  from  a  powerful  majority.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  was,  Mr.  F.  said,  merely  lo  make  more  plain 
and  explicit  the  existing  rule,  which  declares,  "No  mo- 
tion shall  be  debated  until  the  sumc  shall  be  seconded." 
Tilia  rule  certainly  forbids  the  indulgence  in  debating  a 
subject  before  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  before  it  is 
before  the  Senate.   The  rules  of  the  Senate  are  few  in 


rules.] 

Mr.  BENTON  onl^  wished,  in  proposing  his  motion,  to 
wff  that  if  the  majwity  attempted  to  deprive  the  minority 
of  leave  to  weak,  the  people  shouM  Know  it,  and  they 
shall  know  that  it  was  done  for  the  safety  of  the  bank. 
He  moved  that  the  resolution  be  printed.  He  was  ready 
at  any  moment  to  take  it  up,  and  go  into  a  discuarion  of  it. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  announced  by 
the  Chair— bang  Mr.  Clat's  resolution  to  modify  thie 
tariff,  and  Mr.  Hatsk's  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  MARCY  hoped  that  the  special  order  would  be 
passed  over,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  con- 
nderation of  executive  business. 

Mr.  FORSYl'H  moved  that  the  spedal  order  be  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  opposed  to  its  postponement  to  so  distant 
a  day. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  think  that  the  Senate  could 
devote  any  day  to  the  subject  before  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MILXER  was  willing,  he  Baid,'to  postpone  the  dis* 
cussion  till  Monday,  if  it  was  understood  that  the  Commit- 
tees on  Manufactures  and  Finance  should,  in  the  mean 
time,  proceed  in  th^r  inrestigations.   If  the  action  of 
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thaw  catmiuttees  wm  to  be  ddwed  till  after  tlUi  debate 
was  braoght  to  a  close,  be  htqied  the  debate  would  not  be 
■ntemipted.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Manu&ctures,  and  that  committee  had  had,  aa  yet,  no  prac- 
tical meeting  on  the  subjects  committed  to  them.  If  the 
Committee  on  Finaoce  are  also  to  wait  till  the  close  of  this 
^sciMuon  before  thej,  report  or  proceed  withtlieir  exam- 
inations, ttus  aesnon  must  close  without  any  action  on  the 
subject  of  die  tariff.  He  mshed  to  know  wbat  course  the 
Committee  oa  Finance  would  take. 

Mr.  SMITH  sudthat,  bdnr  thus  called  upon,  be  would 
state  that  the  C<Hnmittee  on  Finanee  were  dili^ntly  em- 
ployed in  the  discharge  of  their  duties)  they  bad  before 
them  a  bin  which  they  had  been  busily  ei^ag;ed  on,  and 
would  report  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Ur.  TTLEB  said  tiu^  aa  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  he  felt  bound  to  tay,  in  reference  to  the 
Subject  before  that  edramittee,  that  all  hope  of  anucable 
adjustment  had  passed  by;  no  member  had  been  more 
desirous  than  himself  to  bring  aboutasatisfactory  arrange- 
ment of  the  tariff — but  he  was  the  only  member  of  me 
comnutlee  from  the  south  of  the  Potomac  river,  and  hia 
was  the  only  voice  raised  in  it  in  favor  of  the  interests  of 
that  portion  of  the  country.  He  waa>  thenforc,  convert- 
ed into  m  iMre  cypher,  hA'u^  no  efTeotiTe  influence  orer 
the  oourae  of  the  conmuttee.  All  the  reiponabilify 
whaterer  tbey  might  do  devolved  upon  tbemi  he  stood 
dear  of  it.  He  deemed  this  ezplansntm  due  to  himself, 
to  show  his  pontion  in  tite  committee. 

Mr.  BENTON  bad  a  right,  he  sajd,  to  ask,  and  he  did 
ask,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Millis]  to  in- 
form turn,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Manujactures, 
whether,  in  the  meetings  of  that  committee,  he  bad  ever 
seen  or  heard  of  the  tiuet  of  two  billa  referred  to  than— 
one  far  the  rednetioti  of  Ae  dubr  on  slum  stl^  snd  the 
other  for  the  reduction  oriT  the  duty  on  Indian  blankets 
and  other  Indian  ^ooda. 

Mr.  MILLF.B,  in  reply,  said  that  he  had  never  seen  or 
beard  of  those  bills  in  the  committee.  There  has  been 
no  convention  of  the  committee  nnce  the  reference  was 
made  to  them;  but,  from  the  protocol  presented  at  the 
mectii^af  the  committee,  he  ^adgcd  that  the  bills  in- 
quired after  woidd  be  Mrangled  in  me  committee. 

Mr.  BENTON  roae,  he  aiud,  to  give  ventto  hia  feelings 
— lus  parental  feeSn^  for  bilb,  the  objects  of  so  much 
care  and  hope,  now  m  the  hands  of  strange,  latent,  and 
hostile  natses. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  it  was  true  the  committee  had 
bad  but  one  meetiiw.  Thev  had  waited  for  information 
on  a  variety  of  subject^  and  they  were  willing  to  be  in- 
finmed  upon  aiqr  auiiect.  InforniatioD,  very  essential  to 
the  correct  and  intelligent  action  of  the  committee,  had 
been  reeoved  very  lirtely — s  portion  tiiia  morning.  A 
meeting  of  the  committee  was  proposed  yesterday  morn- 
ing, but  was,  for  some  reason,  deferred  till  to-morrow 
morning,  at  which  time,  it  was  now  understotxl,  the  com- 
mittee would  meet.  -  In  relation  to  the  bills  referred  to  by 
the  Senator  from  MisBouri,  be  had  been  informed,  by  that 
Senator,  that  some  infonoation  would  be  gireD  to  the 
ooaDUttee  from  uitelligent  sdkiroest  which  inncmatioD  the 
conmiittee  bad  always  oeen  ready  to  receive. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  n6  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  those  bill%  which  he  should  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.  When  the  salt  bill  came  bef(ffe  the 
Senate,  be  Aould  have  recourse,  not  to  the  report  of  that 
committee,  but  to  a  report  from  a  committee  of  the  Bri- 
tish Home  <^  ComnMHW.  It  was  a  report  in  the  British 
Hooae  of  CoamMMi^  to  which  he  sbould  app«d  in  defence 
oftbetme  AmericMi  system. 

Mr.  HOLMES  was  m  fitvor  of  the  continuation  of  the 
Ascunon  of  the  resolution.  At  a  proper  time,  it  was  his 
intcirtioa  to  give  bis  views  in  r^ardto  the  reatdution  and 
■mendmeBt. 

Vei»  Vm— 13 


Mr.  DICKERSON  certuniy  understood  the  Semitor 
from  Missouri  as  offering  to  the  comnuttee  some  important 
information  on  the  subject  of  one  of  tiiose  bills,  which, 
he  said,  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  introduced  was  in 
possession  of,  and  would  communicate  to  the  comnuttee. 

Mr.  BENTON  swd  the  gentleman  alluded  to  received 
no  call  from  the  committee,  and  had  leH  the  city- 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  remarked  that  tiie  absence  of  bis  col- 
league to-day,  from  in^qiosition,  would,  he  hoped,  pre- 
vent the  Senate  from  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business.  The  ^scussion  of  the  special  order, 
he  thought,  had  better  continue  to-day,'and  tne  exeeiriive 
business  could  be  taken  up  when  the  Senate  was  full. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  opposed  the  postponement  of 
the  resolution  to  Monday  next,  because  he  thought  it 
highly  important  that  the  dednon  of  the  Senate  upon  that 
resolution  should  be  obtained.  Until -the  principle  in- 
volved in  that  resolution  be  decided,  the  committees 
would  not  be  able  to  go  on.  The  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures was'anxious  to  proceed  with  its  business,  and  to 
have  the  deciuon  of  the  Senate  on  this  resolution.  No 
matioQ  for  postponement  had  come  from  the  friends  of  the 
resolution.  It  had,  ^j^o  and  again,  from  time  to  time, 
been  poriponed  at  the  request  of  its  opponents.  He  was 
aware  that  they  bad  set,  for  to-morrow  snd  nest  day,  some 
bunnesa  of  importance,  but  he  knew  no  banness  before 
Congress  so  important  as  that  which  was  now  before  them. 
In  regard  to  the  remark  of  the  gentieman  from  Virginia, 
that  he  was  the  only  member  <tf  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures from  the  south  of  the  Potomac,  he  would  observe 
tiiat  the  fentleman's  recollection  did  not  serve  lum.  The 
Senator  in  Us  eye  [Mr.  Jenerox]  was  a  member  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  TYUIB  b^ged  to  explain.  He  intended  to  coninqr 
the  idea  tiut  he  was  the  onqr  member  of  the  ctrnmuttee 
from  the  south  of  the  Potomac  who  entertained  his  prin- 
ciples—who was  opposed  to  the  protective  tarift 

Ur.  CLAY  hoped  the  Senator  would  profit  by  this  ctr- 
cumstance,  and  not  separate  himself  from  his  frtendsi  but, 
finding  himself  in  so  nioall  a  minorit;;r,  that  he  would  cotne 
over  to  the  right  ude.  The  Cmmnittee  on  Mano&ctures 
were  not  fully  authorized  to  treat  the  subject  of  finanoet 
and  he  did  not  see  how  it  was  pos^le  for  eitiier  commit 
tee  to  act  before  the  principles  which  were  to  govun 
their  action  were  decided  on.  As  to  the  compronu^ 
which  had  been  talked  of,  if  by  compronuae  was  meant 
the  abandonment  of  the  protective  principle,  he  could 
tell  gentlemen  there  would  be  no  compronuae.  But  he 
would  not  lightly,  tm  tiU  every  effort  was  exhausted,  re- 
linquish an  wject  which  was  ao  dear  to  the  coontiy  wad 
to  ms  own  heart.  A  reduction  might  posnbly  teke  ^ice 
even  on  protected  articles— but  not  such  as  wotdd  touch 
die  principle  of  protection,  which  he  was  satisfied  the 
country  would  not  consent  to  abandon.  But  that  question 
is  to  be  decided  with  the  question  involved  in  tUs  rcaolo* 
tion,  and  be  was  for  an  early  decinon  of  it. 

Mr.  HAYNE  was,  he  sa^  much  nust&ken,  if  all  the 
motions  for  the  pos^ionement  of  this  Bubject  had  come 
fram  the  opponents  of  the  resolution.  The  sttl^eot  was 
postponed  once,  and  for  mai^  dars^  mi  the  motion  of  tiie 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Dicumsoir,]  in  oppam^ 
tion  to  the  wishes  of  the  Senates  from  Kentocfcr,  as  be 
might  recollect.  I^t  the  discusoon  proceed  whenever 
the  friends  of  the  resolution  pleased.  We,  said  Mr.  H., 
are  ready  to  pursue  it.  If,  as  the  gentieman  suggested, 
there  was  no  hope  of  an^  compromise  without  an  entire 
retention  of  the  protective  syatem,  he  was  very  sorry. 
As  to  the  revenue  system,  there  was  no  doubt  or  dispute. 
It  was  to  the  protective  system  that  opporition  was  ex- 
cited throu^out  the  country.  If  the  protective  system 
was  not  to.  be  touched,  there  was,  indeed,  an  end,  now 
and  forever,  to  all  hope  of  comproodse.  But  he  trusted 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  chuge  bis  news;  nor 
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riiould  he,  lit  once,  relinqauh  Us  tiope  of  >  coneUiatory 

airrangemcnt. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  there  ms  certninly  no  hope  of  com- 
promise tin  alter  this  discussion  had  been  concluded;  nor 
would  there,  perhaps,  be  any  hojje  then.  Each  party 
win  compromise,  provided  it  obtwna  all  it  aslu.  One 
party  ■eelcs  the  ibtwtion,  the  other  the  preservation  of  the 

E'  Aire  system.    There  was  now  some  little  prospect 
ifter  this  <fisciisrion,  patties  nug^t  come  to  some 
m  point.    At  present  tbejr  were  as  uride  i^iart  as 
they  could  be. 

Ur.  MARCr  was  so  little  accustomed,  he  sud,  to  legis- 
lative forms,  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, he  had  acted  with  much  caution  and  hesitation. 
After  that  part  of  the  Preudent's  message  relating  to 
finance  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
be  supposed  that  it  was  the  du^  of  the  comtmttee  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  bringing'  the  revenue  down  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Government.  They  had  accordingly,  beMde*  the 
abolition  of  duties  on  unprotected  articles,  looked  to  the 
protected  articles  to  see  what  reduction  could  be  made 
there.  The  comnrittee  had  been  diligently  employed  in 
this  labor.  But  after  the  reprimand,  as  it  seenied  to  be, 
upon  the  committee,  ^  touching  the  protected  articles, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  tiie  committee  could 
perform  its  duties  in  a  manner  sattsfhctory  to  the  Se- 
nate. This  is  th6  tttuation  of  tiie  committee.  They 
are  required  to  reduce  the  revenue  some  ten  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars;  and,  by  taking  off  the  duties  from 
all  unprotected  articles,  they  can,  perhaps,  effect  a 
reduction  of  <mfy  five  or  nx  mUUons.  The  hope  of  a 
compronrise,  thon^  aomevbat  fiUnt,  was  not,  he  believed, 
ao  desperate  as  the  manber  firom  Virginia  represented. 
It  was  true  that  a  majmity  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
was  in  fiivor  of  preserving  the  protective  s^em.  But  he 
believed  that  something  might  be  done,  which,  if  not  satis- 
huctory  to  all,  would  much  lessen  the  present  discontent, 
or  at  least  spread  it  over  a  wider  sur&ce.  The  committee 
eoukl  report  a  bill  if  they  were  authorized  to  proceed  in 
the  way  they  had  begun.  They  had  not  agreed  as  to  the 
Ipecific  articles  which  should  be  subject  to  a  reduction  of 
Sitjt  nor  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  reduction  should 
be  carried .  Information  was  coming  in  dally,  which  great- 
^asnsted  tiie  judgment  of  the  committee  on  these  points, 
•hiere  was  a  great  movement  in  the  country,  both  in  favor 
of,  and  in  opposition  to,  this  system,  and  each  party  col- 
lects uid  gives  the  public  information  in  regard  to  it. 
For  one,  he  was  under  theneeearity  of  avaifing  Umielf  of 
an  the  knowledge  on  the  subject  which  he  could  obtain. 
Not  having,  tin  he  took  his  seat  here,  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  It,  he  was  not  prepared  to  act  upon  it  with  so 
much  celerity  as  sonw'other  gentlemen,  who  for  years  had 
been  fiimiliar  with  all  its  details. 

The  prospect,  he  said,  of  effecting  an  arrangement, 
was  indeed  not  bright,  but  still  not  deq)erate.  We  shall 
not  intermit  our  labors.  We  have  incidentally  become 
involved  in  the  conrideration  of  tite  duties  upon  manu- 
ftetured  articlcsi  and  thourii  ve  shall  not  relinquish  the 
lyatem,  yet  we  hope  to  devise  a  plan  tor  preserving  it 
con^stently  with  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  tite  public 
expenses.  As  to  the  suggestion,  tliat  the  consideration  of 
executive  buunen  should  be  put  off  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  one  Senator,  he  sud  we  have  no  assurance  that 
no  «ie  win  be  ill  or  absent  to-morrow.  There  was  much 
business  to  be  done,  and  it  was  not  out  of  order  perhaps 
fbr  him  to  remark  that  much  was  also  to  be  said.  ~  He 
would  agree  that  no  question  of  importance  should  be 
taken  during  the  alisence  of  that  Senativ,  but  tht^  could 
proceed  with  tiie  diacutnon.  He  was  extremely  annous 
to  proceed  in  the  executive  bunness. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  inc^uired  of  his  coltesgue,  who  had 
the  floor  for  the  discussion  of  the  resolution,  whether  he 
vished  any  postponement  of  the  subject  for  1^  aoeom' 
modation. 


Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  he  was  ready  to  ^  on,  was 
ready  yesterday,  and  was  ready  now;  but  at  this  late  hour 
he  WIS  unwilhngto  begin:  for,  although  he  thou^it  he 
should  not  occupy  more  than  an  hour  Mid  a  halC  when 
we  begin  to  speak,  we  know  not  how  long  we  may  con- 
tinue. But,  at  the  request  of  the  gentieman  from  New 
York,  he  moved  that  tiie  Senate  do  now  proceed  to  the 
coiindemtion<^  execulSve  bunneas. 

The  previous  motion  to  postpone  being  withdrawn,  the 
motion  was  i^reed  to,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  bushwns  and  remained  with 
closed  doors  tilt  nx  o'dockf  and 
nien  aiQoumed. 


TarBSDAT,  JAiruAmx  S6. 

A  NEW  BANK  PROPOSED. 
Mr.  MARCY,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial  of 
David  Henrfiaw  and  others,  citizens  ,of  Massachusetts, 
praying  that  when  the  present  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  expires,  the  memorijiats  may  be  permitted 
to  establish  a  bank,  with  powers  and  obligations  similar  to 
those  under  which  the  present  Bank  of  tiie  Uwted  Stales 
was  eatahU^ed .  [The  petitioners  propose  a  bank  offll^ 
milUons— one-half  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Goremment  if 
cUmred,  the  otiier  half  by  the  citizens  at  large;  to  pay  tin 
Government  as  a  bonus  an  annual  tax  ot  one  per  cent  on 
tiie  capital;  i^so,  such  tax  on  the  actual  camtiU  employed 
by  any  branch  in  any  State,  as  such  8tale  shall  impose  on 
its  other  banking  institutions,  not  en^eeding  one  ptf  cent  t 
(Krcctor*  to  be  appointed  by  the  Govemmeet  in  jpropor- 
tion  to  the  amount  of  its  stock)  tiie  chnter  to  contume  for 
twenty  years.  These  are  the  promineirt  Mrturea  in  the 
proposal  bank.] 

In  support  of  their  application,  the  petitioners  maintain 
that  the  capital  of  the  present  institution  is  duefly  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  and  a  few  wealthy  American  citizens, 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  citizens  from  the  enjoyment  of 
the  privilege.  They  maintain  tfaatthe  present b^k efaaxw 
ter  might  expire,  and  the  concerns  be  dosed,  wrthout  nm- 
terial  Tmury  to  the  intereits  of  the  country,  as  the  capital 
of  that  bank  was  but  a  small  portion  of  tiie  entire  capital 
of  the  country  vested  in  similar  institutions.  The  State  of 
New  York  alone  had  rising  of  twenty-four  nuUions  of 
vested  capital,  and  tiie  prtmosed  institution  nugfat  be  made 
to  take  effect  immediate^  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
present  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  MARCY  observed  that  the  present  mamociat  waa 
Mgned  by  a  Urge  number  of  the  molt  wealtlqr  and  re- 
spectable citizens  of  die  State  of  Mawarhnsetta,  and  be 
moved  tiiat  the  memorial  be  printed  Air  ^  uie  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  could  not  see  the  proprieQr  of  the 
motion  for  having  the  memorial  printed,  togetlier  with 
the  long  list  of  names  appended  thereto,  in  v4iidi  no 
member  would  feel  any  interest,  except  it  might  be  tiie 
gentleman  who  presented  them.  It  was  cwitrary  to  the 
usage  of  the  Senate  on  rimihr  occasions,  and  would  be 
adopting  a  principle  which  would  inevitably  lead  to  much 
inconvenience,  and  waste  of  time  and  m<Mie^.  He  waa 
not  in  favor  of  expending  tiie  public  money  fer  arnr  such 
purpose,  without  a  suffiaent  reason  being  ^ven  for  the 
request  He  hoped  that  the  printii^  of  the  long  list  of 
Mgnatures,  at  least,  might  be  dispensed  witii. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  tiw  memorial  prewntcd  by 
tiie  gentieman  ft«m  New  Toi^  aMhou^  from  citizens  of 
hSa  own  State,  bad  never  been  commmucated  to  him.  He 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  subject  or  the  intention  to  make 
tiie  cmnmunication  until  this  morning,  although  he  was 
a  member  of  the  same  committee  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  who  presented  it  He  thought  the  di- 
ceetifm  which  the  gentleman  had  pR^Maed  to  pve  the 
memorial  waa  proper.   He  bad  looked  over  the  muea  «C 


Digitized  by 


Google 


181 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


182 


J*ir.  2r,  1833.] 


Exeeuiive  Power».~Sait. 


[8. 


the  Mbaeriben  to  the  paper,  and  be  must  wy  that  there 
vera  loiBe  Tery  tcapecmilc  penooa  that  had  wrned  it, 
fome  names  indeed  that  he  nad  hardly  expected  to  find 
■fixed  to  aonnffuhr  an  argunent.  He  thougfat  that  it 
wigkt  be  well  to  rcfto-  it  to  a  coouaittee,  and  print  il^  either 
vith  or  vjUiout  the  names. 

Mr.  HAYNB  said  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  vas 
nustaken  in  supponng  it  was  a  new  praetice  to  print  the 
names  ihttiched  to  mem(»ials,  if  requested.  He  recol* 
lected  it  had  ftequeotly  been  done  in  nnular  oaae^  when 
it  was  thought  firoper  aaddetfrable  to  teit  the  reapecta- 
biU^  of  the  names  appended  to  the  comiwinication.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  it  was  necessary  generally  to  print 
long"  memorials  with  a  great  list  of  names,  but  in  the  pre- 
•enl  case  he  was  in  faror  of  it,  because  the  effect  nii|;'ht 
be  important  upon  the  dcciuon  of  the  subject,  which 
would  d^wnd  in  a  gieat  measure  upon  the  character  and 
respsnability  of  the  i^ncra. 

Mr.  BAULAS  was  not  In  hvor  of  the  printing  of  the  me- 
mariaL  Its  onljr  effect  he  ctmndered  would  be  upon  the 
treasuiy,  by  creating  an  unnecessary  expense.  Numerous 
memorials  were  coming  in  everv  day  from  ▼tirious  quar- 
ters, in  favor  of  rechartering  the  bank,  ugned  by  tnou- 
suids  of  higbly  respecfaUile  citiaens,  which  were  equally 
entitled  to  be  printed  with  the  present  paper}  and  if  the 
object  would  be,  as  waa  supposed,  to  asTect  ttie  existing 
hank,  it  woidd  be  neceyaiy  to  have  .the  memorials  in 
&ror  of  the  present  institutioa  printed  also,  to  counter- 
act any  improper  effect  which  might  posHbty  be  appre- 
hended by  some  of  its  friends  from  the  publioation  m  the 
present  document. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  Uiought  that  he  had  some  right  to  com- 
pUin  of  the  gentlentan  from  Maryland  for  opposing  the 
printing  of  tliis  memorisl;  this  was  the  first  uid  only  one 
of  the  kind  which  bad  been  presented  by  the  people  of 
Masffirhiitfttg,  and  was  sobicnbed  by  foroe  of  htf  most 
respectable  citiaena.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  con- 
sent to  the  printing  of  the  memorial. 

Much  fiirttwr  conversation  and  explanatory  remarks 
took  place  between  Messrs.  MAKCY^  CHAHB&RSr 
HAYNB,  SILSBBE,  Mid  CLAY,  on  the  question  of  print- 
ing the  names  to  the  mcmorialiat  the  conclusion  of  wnich, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  leave  to  make  one  remark  be- 
fiire  the  demsion  waa  made.  A  gentleman  had  taken  ex- 
ception to  hb  remark^  that  he  had  not  expected  to  find 
the  namea  of  some  of  the  petitioners  attached  to  so  singu- 
lar a  paper.  He  did  not  wirii  to  be  misunderstood  in  the 
observation  referred  to.  He  meant  to  be  understood  tlutt 
he  was  surprised  that  the  names  which  he  sltuded  to, 
should  be  found  affixed  to  the  arguments  ipade  use  of  in 
the  memorial  against  the  present  bank— not  that  they  were 
Kgned  to  a  pebtiim  for  a  cbartor. 

Fi«dl7;-«L  the  request  of  several  friends,  Mr.  CHAM- 
BERS witbdrc*  his  opposition  to  tiie  printing;  and  the 
memOTial  with  the  names  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DICKERSOM  presented  a  letter  from  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Kenhawa  Saline,  in  Virginia,  addressed  to  him 
as  chainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Hanufiu;tures,  remon- 
stiatingi^nst  repealing  tlie  duty  oh  imported  salt,  wluch 
was,  by  consent,  referred  to  the  Coomuttee  atk  Manu- 
fieliires. 

EXECUTIVE  POWERS. 

Mr.  EWING  kiddie  IbDowingreKilutionson the  table 
for  consideration : 

Saahed,  That  the  practice  of  removing  public  officers 
by  the  President,  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  se- 
curing the  fiuthTul  execution  of  tne  laws,  is  hostile  to  the 
^irit  of  the  constitution — waa  never  contemplated  by  its 
fnunet>— is*  darh^  extenrion  of  Ktecutire  urfluence — is 
prejudicial  to  the  public  service,  and  dangerous  to  the 
bbnties  of  tbe  peopte. 

ftwfailj  That  it  IB  insxpedient  fiH-  the  Bsnaie  to  ad- 


vise and  consent  to  the  appdntment  of  anv  pentm  to  fiU 
a  supposed  vM>n^  in  any  office  oecaMMied  tlw  renKml 
of  a  prior  hicumb«Rt,  unless  aneh  prior  inaumbent  Aall 
appear  to  have  bem  removed  fbr  suffldentcaoie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  resohrtiona  wete  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SILSBEE,  the  Senate  took  up  the 
bill  empowerii^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  com- 
promise the  claims  of  the  Umted  States  on  the  Commer- 
cial bank  of  Erie  { and,  after  some  explanatory  remarks  by 
Messrs.  8U.5BEE,  EWINO^  and  JOHNSTON,  (elicited 
by  some  inqinres  of  Mr.  SPRAQU^  )  the  IhU  vaa  ordered 
to  a  tiurd  reading,  nttn.  con. 

The  Senate  tiuin  proceeded  to  the  connderation  of  ti^ 
ecutive  busmesai  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Ajdjoumed.  — — 

PMDAT,  SiXVAWt  37. 

SALT. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  a  paper  communicated  to  the  Seiwte  yesterday  morm 
ing  by  the  cbwrroan  of  one  of  the  standing  eommitteo. 
He  alluded  to  the  letter  of  certain  salt  manufacturers  on 
the  Kenhawa,  to  the  members  of  the  Senate's  Comnutlee 
on  Manufactures.  Mr.  B.  bad  looked  over  that  letter,  and 
found  it  to  be  highly  encomiastic  on  certain  Senators,  who 
took  part  in  tiie  debate  which  occurred  in  the  Senate  on 
tbereference  tit  the  alum  sah  bill)  and  rather  disparag- 
ing to  another  Sen&t<v,  who  took  part  in  the  same  debate. 
But  to  this  j)art  of  tiie  letter  he  had  nothing  to  say,  b^ 
cuise  it  requires  no  u;tion  for  the  Senate:  but  there  waa 
another  part  of  it  mich  would  reqiure  their  action;  it 
consisted  of  all  that  part  of  the  letter  which  waa  intended 
far  evidence,  and  to  guide  the  Senatein  their  votes  on  the 

Suestion  to  abolish  the  duty  on  alum  salt  This  part  of 
le  letter  concerned  the  people,  and  migkt  affect  thdr 
interest.  Mid  d»t  in  a  very  injurious  manneri  he,  there- 
fore wi^ed  an  opportuni^  to  preaenteountervailii^  testi- 
mony, and  for  that  purpose  to  empower  a  cmnn^ttee  to 
send  for  witnesses,  to  taJce  their  examinatims  in  writing, 
and  to  report  the  ounutes  of  thur  evidence  to  tiM  Senate. 
He  bad  lormeriy  asked  foe  a  select  committee  to  make 
these  examinations;  but  he  would  not  now  ask  for  it. 
He  would  take  the  Committee  on  ManufitctureB.  He 
[Mr.  B.}had  noplace  orvttceinthat  committee;  but  there 
was  one  Senator  upon  it  at  least,  (he  did  not  know  of  an- 
other,) to  whom  he  could  pve  the  right  hand  of  feUov- 
ship  on  the  subject  of  the  salt  Ux.  He  alluded  to  the 
Senator  from  South  Cartdina,  who  sat  fiuthest  on  his  nriit, 
[Mr.  Miuxb;]  and  although  that  Senator  might  stand  in 
that  committee,  and  on  tiie  question  of  the  salt  tax,  aaone 
■tanda  to  four,  ye^  in  the  du^  which  the  comnutlee  nB|^t 
have  toperfbrm  under  hismotion,  if  it  prevailed,  he  might 
provebanselftobe  not  an  unequal  match  for  number^ 
tuepluniuM  imfor.  He  would,  therefore,  take  that  com- 
mittee, and  move,  as  he  now  did,  that  the  Committee  on 
Hanufiu^ures  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  and  to 
take  thnr  examinations  in  writing,  underoath,  onttie*atate 
of  the  sah  manu&oture  and  salt  trade,  and  report  4w 
minutes  of  the  evidence  so  taken  to  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  DICKKRSON  a^  that  he  prenmed  Hat  Gonmilp 
tec  on  Manuftctnrea  would  not  deject  to  take  upon  them 
the  labors  proposed.  He  was  willing  for  one  to  enter  into 
any  inquiry  thsit  might  be  deemed  expedient  or  necessary, 
but  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  wcnild  inform 
the  committee  where  the  information  required  might  b« 
found.  He  ^ould  be  glad  to  recuve  any  light  from  that 
gentleman,  or  from  any  other  quarter. 

Mr.  CLAY  did  not  perceive  the  utili^  of  the  inquiry, 
althourii  he  had  no  particular  objection  to  it  Thoe 
could  lie  no  adTantage  whatever  derived  from  it.  Tbe 
gentleman  most  rccoOect  that  there  were  twenty  odicr 
Statn  and  two  Terrttoiies  in  tiw  Union  in  vUeh  sah  was 
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mule.  Mr.  C'  wished  to  biov  whether  the  evidence  of 
one  State  would  aatisfy  hhn.  Will  infomution  from 
Kenham  wtidy  him?  will  infomation  fram  New  York 
m^fv  him.'  or  will  be  deiire  it  from  Mune,  or  HiMouri, 
or  OmO|  or  Kentodgrf  or  i»  the  committee  «pected  to 
procore  it  from  all  the  various  aourcea in  tbecountrjr^  If 
■Of  it  would  be  proper  to  gire  the  committee  leave  to  sit 
dorinr  the  rece»,  for  the  information  could  not  be  ob- 
tained in  six  roontiiB.  The  Comnuttee  on  Hanubctures 
were  conversant  with  that  interestin  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  were  inquiring  into  it  from  year  to  year.    Does  the 

Sntleman  want  information  as  to  the  price,  the  quality,  or 
B  qtiantity,  of  the  article  manu&ctured^  If  so,  he  might 
learn  by  inquiring  of  the  committee  which  had  in  its  pos- 
tesnon  all  the  requi^te  informatioB  upon  At  subject 
Where,  then,  is  tfie  propriety  of  fiirther  inquiry,  or 
luch  as  was  proposed^  He  ctuindered  it  perfectly  in- 
expedient to  make  the  Ingiiir}';  at  any  rate,  he  would,  for 
the  present,  more  to  lay  tbe  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BEMTON  sud  he  rose  to  ^ve  notice  that  tbe  wb- 
ject  could  not  be  got  rid  ctf  wiuumt  there  bring  lome- 
thingaaid  upon  it.    Ttte  debate  could  not  be  cut  df. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  the  motion  did  not  admit 
of  delwte. 

Ur.  CLAY  said  he  wished  to  put  no  restrictions  on  the 
gentleman,  and  would  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  observed  that  the  letter  presented 
totiie  Senate  by  the  chairman  <rf  tbe  Committee  on  Manu. 
fiieturea  gave  inforaiatiim  respecting  the  aidt  trade,  incon- 
■Htent  with  that  in  lus  poflBemmi^nd  as  this  letter  had 
been  laid  upon  the  Senate  table  arevldence  to  influence 
Its  dei»Mon  on  the  aidijcct,  he  wished  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  it  by  eountervailing  testimony.    With  re- 

Sect  to  any  difficulty  he  himself  might  experience  in 
misbing  information  for  the  guidance  of  the  committee, 
he  did  not  know  how  far  tliey  would  be  willinr  to  receive 
it  from  him;  and  he  had  ttwrefore  presumed  upon  the 
Aipo^tion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  sat  on 
hisrig^t,  [Mr.  Mills*)]  to  ud  bia  views,  by  ssking  for 
summonses  for  such  witnesses  as  he  [Hr.  B-]  might  point 
out.  He  had  no  disposition  to  call  for  evidence  to  a  greater 
extent  than  that  nven  in  the  letter  referred  to.  llie  evi- 
dence he  proposed  was  one  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting 
ill  and  if  the  Senate  refused  this,  it  would  be  a  declaration 
tothepet^e  that  they  were  determined  to  continue  the 
harden  without  listening  to  any  evidence  agunst  iL 

Hr.  BUCKNER,  of  ftfiBsouri,  rose  to  explain  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  bim  to  vote  for  the  reference  of  his 
colleague's  bills  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  whicli  be  had  ^ven  on  a  former  occasion. 
With  respect  to  the  present  motion,  he  had  but  little  to 
say.  He  did  not  propose  to  refer  the  letter  which  had 
been  alluded  to,  to  t^at  committee;  nor  was  any  part  of 
that  production  in  hu  phraseolt^.  But  he  did  vote  for 
tbe  reference  ot  the  bills  to  the  Ctmimittee  on  Manufiu:- 
tures,  because  be  believed  it  due  to  the  committee,  to 
Umsel^  and  to  bis  country,  that  an  inquiry  of  so  much 
importance  as  that  how  far  tbe  provinons  of  bills  recom- 
mending the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  ccrtun  articles  com- 
ing in  oompcWioo  with  the  maau&ctures  of  our  ou-n 
country  would  ioterfere  with,  and  run  into,  the  interest 
of  the  manufiu^turer,  should  be  referred  to  the  committee 
which  was  entrusted  with  those  interests;  it  not  being  the 
province  of  any  othet  conuoittee  properly  to  investigate 
the  subject.  He  voted  for  it,  because,  in  sddition  to  the 
reasons  before  given,  be  was  disposed  in  his  soul  to  take 
into  consideration  all  the  views  and  bearings  of  the  ques- 
tion, in  order  to  pve  a  hir  support  to  every  interest  (»the 
nation,  which  he  believed  that  tbe  bills  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  alum  salt  and  Imtian  bbmketa,  introduced  by  his  col- 
leiguc,  were  not  calculated  to  effect.  This  was  hni  rea- 
■on,  nnd  he  votikl  proelaim  to  the  Senate  and  tiie  nation 


that,  in  his  opinion,  the  course  pursued  by  that  gentle- 
man was  not  intended  to  conciliate  the  feelinjfs  of  the 
country.    Mr.  B.  said  he  was  in  fiivor  of  a  reduction  of 
duties,  not  only  on  alum  salt  and  Indian  blankets,  but  on 
a  varied  of  ottter  aitielet.    "niese  tnUi  were  cakalatod 
to  effect  only  a  partial  reductfam.   He  Wilhed^he  whole 
subject  of  reducing  tiie  duties  should  comt  before  the 
committee  together,  and  he  objected  to  those  bills  be- 
cause they  did  not  bring  up  the  whole  question  of  reduc- 
tion.   The  gentieman  seemed  very  anxious  todisseminate 
knowledge  upon  the  'subject,  by  his  motion  for  inquiry: 
but,  nr,  sud  Mr.  B.,  the  people  of  tins  country  are  capa- 
ble of  investigating  tiie  subject  themselves,   lliey  want 
no  such  light  as  the  resolution  seeks  for,  neither  does  the 
committee  to  whidi  the  subject  Is  referred.    That  com- 
mittee is  capable  of  investigating  it  fViHy  with  such  infbr- 
mation  as  they  can  themselves  obtain.    Yet  the  gentleman 
insists  that  this  cannot  be  done  without  the  aid  of  the 
Western  people,  who  have  been  represented  as  sinking 
beneatii  the  blight  and  mildew  of  oppression.    Sir,  said 
Mr.  B.,  I  protest  this  is  not,  and  never  was,  the  case.  It 
will  require  no  labor  to  establish  tins  position.   W*e  need 
only  to  look  at  the  ftust  that  the  West  enjt^  the  blessings 
of  happiness  and  contentment  to  an  eminent  degree,  and 
wish  for  nothing  but  tobe  let  alone.    They  want  no  alter- 
ation in  tlie  present  system  of  protection-,  and,  least  of  aH, 
Buch  achange  as  the  gentleman  proposes.  They  are  a  gene- 
rous as  well  as  a  brave  people,  and  will  denre  the  welfare 
of  the  country  at  large.    The  same  principle  that  led  them 
to  battie  will  induce  them  to  sustain  the  mteresta  of  their 
common  country.    We  are  now,  as  we  ever  have  been, 
willing  to  make  idl  necessary  sacrifices  fer  die  common 
good,  not  merely  because  a  system  may  promote  their  pe- 
culiar interest,  but  from  their  elevated  principles  and  die- 
interested  spirit,  which  ever  had,  and  ever  would,  he 
hoped,  continue  to  animate  them.    The  gentleman  wi^es 
the  subject  investigated;  I  say  amen;  let  it  be  dmie,  and 
tile  more  it  is  investigated,  the  stronger,  in  my  opinion, 
will  be  the  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  fostering  manu- 
factures in  the  bosom  of  our  own  country.   Hr.  B.  said  he 
woidd  admit  that,  in  curing  provisions  for  a  southern 
market,  alum  salt  was  necessary;  but  for  all  donnestjc  pui^ 
poses  the  otiier  kind  was  preferable.    He  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  as  he  was  a  farmer  himself,  and  residing 
in  the  midst  of  farmers,  whose  interests  and  sentiments  be 
was  intimately  acquainted  with,  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  he  Imd  more  practical  knowledge  upon  the 
Buijject  than  his  colleague,  whose  location  and  pursuits 
were  better  c&fculated  for  speculative  and  theoretical 
conclusions,  which,  however  plausible  on  paper,  were 
deluwve;  and  he  miist  take  leave  to  say  that  me  gentle- 
man vu  deceived  in  his  views.    That  gentleman  uses 
perhaps  one  barrel  of  salt  annually,  wiule  I  use,  said 
Mr.  B.,  twelve  or  fifteen.     [Mr.  BENTON  said  he 
did  not  count  his  salt.  ]   Very  well,  said  Hr.  BUCKNEH, 
the  gentleman  does  not  count  his  nit;  but,  nr,  I,  who  have 
to  work  hard  for  it,  am  obliged  to  count  mine.    He  com- 
plains loudly  of  tiie  oppressive  duty  on  his  barrel,  «-hilc 
[  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  duty  on  my  twelve.  The 
only  difference  of  interest  on  this  article,  said  Mr.  B.,  if 
any,  will  be  found  to  be  in  &vor  of  the  West,  not  against  it; 
and  the  people  of  tbe  West  arc  generally  of  that  opinion. 
\lr.  B.  repeated  he  was  from  a  fitrmiitg  district,  was  of 
that  employ menthimsel^  was  Mrraundedbymiow>citiaens 
of  ' the  same  class,  the  immediate  cliarge  of  whoie  inte- 
rests was  entruated  to  his  care.    If  his  colleague,  instead 
of  introducing  tlieoretical  resolutions  and  learned  quota- 
tions from  Prince  Talleyrand  to  prove*  that  the  North 
Americans  were  the  heaviest  taxed  people  in  the  world, 
would  go  out  ameiw  tbe  fiu-mers  of  the  West,  and  get  a 
litlle'praetical  knowle(%e,  he  wmiUbe  more  likely  to  ad- 
vance tiieir  interests.    He  would  like  to  see  the  gentk- 
nuiil  go  among  the  Gmners  of  tbe  Weil^  and  try  tO|kenuade 
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Iliein  dwt  they  wore  injuKd  and  appKMed,  and  borne 
down  iriOk  bnidem — uit  thnr  wen  taxed  fikx  davest 
why,  Kr,di^  would  lan^  him  m  the  fiicet  the  very  chil- 
dren would  laugh  at  it.  The  Western  people  ncrer  were 
more  proipcrous  or  more  flouiuhinr  than  they  are  now; 
tbey  want  nothing  to  promote  tlieir  happineai  but  appro- 
priatioiia  for  purpoaes  of  internal  improrement,  to  ncili- 
tftte  their  mtercourae  with  the  different  aecticHW  of  the 
country.  If  the  gentleman,  instead  of  repealing  a  paltry 
duty  of  a  cent  or  two  per  bushel  on  salt,  which  the 
pet^de  feci  not,  nor  am  for,  had  proposed  a  measure 
calculated  to  lemors  the  obttructiona  m  the  MiHisiippi, 
Missouri,  and  other  Western  livcT^  orsomemode  to  coo- 
stnict  a  railroad  from  some  proper  ptnnt  on  the  river, 
say  firom  Cape  Girardeau  or  Herculaaeum,  to  Potosi,  the 
heart  of  the  mineral  country,  by  an  sppropriation  of  the 
public  laads,  or  otherwise  to  facilitate  navi^tion  and 
intercourse,  this  would  have  come  home  to  their  feeKngs, 
and  hare  been  wwth  all  iha  trouble  that  he  haa  taken 
about  a  few  cents  difference  in  the  price  of  alum  salt 
Mr.  B.  said  that  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  his  fellow- 
citizeha  when  he  said  this;  and  he  would  bare  his  bosom 
to  meet  the  result  of  their  response  to  the  opinion,  while 
he  proclaimed  that  this  was  the  true  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Hisaouri.  The  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the 
practice  of  the  Era^ish  Farl^ment  with  regard  to  tlus 
aubjec^  and  aeened  to  infer  that  we  must  do  the  aame. 

this  is  not  an  Ena^id  Parliament;  it  is  an  American 
Senate  t  and  it  is  a  weU  known  principle  of  legidatton,  that 
what  is  the  interest  of  our  country  does  not,  of  course, 
become  the  interest  of  another;  in  particular,  when  dif- 
ferently mtuated,  with  different  institutions  and  opposite 
prineiplea  of  Goremment.  Because  the  British  Parlia- 
ment bave  adopted  a  eertun  course  of  proceeding,  it  does 
not  follow  diat  the  American  Senate  and  people  must  fol- 
low their  ateps.  Our  duty  is  to  proceed  ma  manner  suit- 
able to  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  American  people; 
not  those  of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
whose  feelings  and  interests  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are, 
Teiy  different  un  this  subject.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  doc- 
trine ta  most  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  the  Western 
country.  The  gentleman  aska  leave  to  introduce  this 
testiuMN^,  because  the  cTidence  of  the  letter  alluded  to 
waa  befiM  them.  Mr.  B.  said,  if  he  thought  the  interests 
of  any  rendered  it  necessary,  he  oertamty  should  not 
object;  but  until  he  learned  that  the  bastneas  could  not  be 
well  done  without  it,  or  that  the  committee  had  not  power 
already  to  obtain  all  the  infta-mation  required,  he  should 
not  Tote  for  it.  There  was  no  rule  or  oraer  of  the  Senate 
to  prerent  the  gentleman  from  layii^  all  the  information 
in fia possBBsion  before  the  committee;  and  if  bethought, 
the  intereits  of  his  constituents  required  it,  he  was  in 
duty  bound  to  do  so.  He  would  be  the  first  to  require 
the  conunttee  to  exanrine  into  any  information  or  facta 
which  ought  be  offered.  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  appeal 
to  the  country  to  say  whether  he  had  manifested  any  dis- 
position to  shut  out  fiwts  or  stifle  investigation;  or  whe- 
ther there  was  any  difference  of  principle  between  the 
caae  of  <firecUy  presenting,  or  refetring  evidence  to  a  com- 
Hdtlee  by  pennuattm  of  the  Senate.  As  this  power  now 
CMted,  he  could  see  no  neeesrity  for  die  measure  pro- 
posed. He  certainly  did  not  wish  to  shut  out  any  light, 
norwashc  willing  to  preventinquiry;  and  if  the  neces- 
aaty  information  could  not  be  obtained  without  this  mea- 
sure, he -would  vote  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  CLAY -said  Uie  Committee  on  Manufactures  were 
ready  to  take  up  the  whole  subject  of  the  tariff,  but  tlie 
gentleman  foonii  Missouri  required  that  they  should  pro- 
ceed with  hia  fovorite  articles  alone.  This  was  what  Mr. 
C.  obiceted  to.  He  waa  cwpoeed  to  a  partial  investi^ 
tion  of  the  anhjcot.  If,  therefore,  it  waa  proper  to  require 
the  eomatittee  to  pursue  &e  course  proposed  in  regard 


of  home  manu&cture.   Herenevedthe  motion  to  lay  the 
proportion  on  die  tablet  wUdi  notion  prevailed;  wnen 
Hie  Senate  proceeded  totiie  eonridnation  of  ezacotive 
buMneas;  and,  afler  some  time  spent  therrin, 
Adjoiwned  to  Monday. 

HovDAT,  Jaxdabt  30. 

BANK  OF  THE  tTNTFED  STATES. 

Ut.  W1LKIN8  presented  certain  rcaohitions  of  tife 
prcvdent  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  ^ttdiut^,  in  few 
of  die  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  urging  a  renewal  of 
it*  charter. 

Mr.  W.  Observed  that  the  resolutions,  while  they  bore 
testimony  to  the  liberality  of  a  State  bank,  also  afforded 
evidence  of  the  utility  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
in  establishing  a  sound  currency,  and  exercisii^a  salutary 
control  over  the  State  bank^  liways  aecoramodating  spe- 
cie-paying banks,  and  restraining  the  issue  of  a  spurious 
or  unsound  currency.  He  moved  that  they  be  printed, 
and  referred  tothe  qiecial  committee  on  die  mtanoiial 
the  United  State**  bank;  winch  waa  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 
The  special  order  of  the  day,  \ttiiag  tbe  resolution  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Cut  fbr  the  reduction  and  repeal  of  ce^ 
tain  duties,  was  taken  up.  The  question  hcmg  upon  Mr. 
Hatsi's  motion  to  amend, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  HaryUnd,  rose,  and  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows:  I  make  no  apology,  Mr.  President,  said  he, 
for  approaching  ag«.  It  will,  however,  admonish  me  to 
take  up  aa  little  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  as  the  bnportant 
subject  under  oonsideradon  will  adndt 

We  have  arrived  at  a  crim.  Yes,  Mr.  ^leadent,  at  a 
crius  more  appalling  than  a  day  of  battle.  I  adjure  the 
Committee  on  Manu&ctures  to  pause — to  reflect  on  the 
dissatis&ction  of  ail  tbe  South.  South  Carolina  has  ex- 
pressed itself  strongly  against  the  tariff  of  1638 — stronger 
than  tbe  other  States  are  willing  to  speak.  But,  rir,  the 
whole  of  the  Sotith  feel  deeply  the  oppression  of  that  ta- 
riff. In  this  respect,  there  is  no  difference  of  a|piiuon.  The 
South— the  iriiole  Southern  Statea— «11,  connder  it  aa  im- 
preanve.  They  have  not  yet  spoken;  but  when  th^  do 
speak,  it  will  be  with  a  voice  that  will  not  implore,  but 
will  demand  redress.  How  much  better,  then,  to  grant 
redress?  Uow  much  better  that  the  Committee  on  Hanu- 
focturea  heal  the  wound  which  has  been  inflicted?  I  want 
nothing  that  shall  injure  the  manu&cturer.  I  only  want 
justice. 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  those 
who  foughtin  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Wethenthou^t 
we  fought  for  liberty — for  equal  rights.  We  fought  a^nst 
taxation,  the  proceeds  of  wnich  were  for  the  benefit  of 
others.  Where  is  the  difference,  if  the  peoole  are  to  be 
taxed  by  the  manufocturers  or  by  any  others?  I  say  ma- 
nufacturers— and  why  do  I  say  ao?  When  the  Senate 
met,  there  was  a  strong  disposition  with  all  parties  to  ame- 
liorate the  tariff  of  1838;  but  I  now  see  a  ohuige,  which 
makes  me  almost  despwr  of  any  thing  effectual  bring  ao- 
ooroplidied.  Even  die  small  concessions  made  by  Ac  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut,]  have  been  r»robated 
by  the  lobby  members,  the  annts  of  tbe  n»nutacturers. 
I  am  told  they  have  put  dieirfiat  on  any  change  whatever, 
and  hence,  as  a  consequence,  die  change  in  the  course 
and  language  of  gentlemen,  which  almoat  precludes  all 
hope.  Those  interested  men  hang  «i  the  Committee  on 
Manufoctures  like  an  incubus.  I  say  to  that  committee, 
depend  uponyourown  good  judgtnenta—snrvey  the  wlu^ 
subject  as pt^ticians — ifiscard  sectional  interestvi  andrtudy 
only  the  common  weal — act  with  these  viewa^  and  thus 
relieve  the  oppressions  of  the  South. 

I  have  ever,  Mr.  Prerident,  supported  the  interest  (rf 


to  Mk,  it  waa  equi^  proper  in  regard  to  other  branches!  manafactures^  as  for  aa  it  conld  be  done  inddentany.  I 
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supported  the  kte  Hr.  Lowndes's  bill  of  1816.  I  wis  a 
member  of  his  committee,  and  that  hill  protected  the  ma- 
nti&ctures  sufficiently,  except  bar  iron.  Mr.  Lowndes 
had  reported  fifteen  dollars  per  ton.    The  House  reduced 


it  to  nine  dollars  per  ton.  lliat  act  enabled  the  manufiictu-  terest  due  to  'each  cre£tM'»  on  an  interat  of  tfaree  ^er 


ren  to  cxdude  importations  of  certain  articles.  The  hat 
ters  carry  on  their  buuness  by  their  sons  and  apprentices, 
and  few,  if  any,  hats  are  now  imported.  Large  quantities 
are  exported,  and  preferred.  All  articles  of  leather,  from 
tAinea  side  to  tlie  finest  harness  or  saddle,  bare  been  ex- 
cludetl  from  importationt  and  why?  Because  the  business 
is  conducted  by  their  own  bard  baod^  their  own  labor, 
and  they  are  now  heavity  taxed  by  the  tariff  of  1838,  to 
enable  the  rich  to  enter  into  the  manu&ctures  of  the  coun- 
try. Yea,  sir,  I  say  the  rich,  who  entered  into  the  busi- 
ness after  tiie  act  of  1824,  which  proved  to  be  a  mushroom 
affair,  and  many  of  them  suffered  severely.  The  act  of 
1816,  1  repeat,  gmve'aU  the  protection  that  was  necessary 
or  proper,  under  which  the  industrious  ami  frugal  com- 
pletely succeeded.  But,  »r,  tlie  capitalist  who  had  invest- 
ed bis  capital  io  nunuftciarea,  was  not  to  be  satisfied  with 
ordinary  pnrfit,  and  therefore  the  act  of  1838. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  says  that  a 
pn^^resnve  decrease  of  duties  is  a  slow  poison,  and  yet 
that  Senator  swallowed  the  poison  in  the  act  of  1816,  in 
the  article  of  cotton,  and  I  have  never  hoard  that  it  has 
done  him  much  injury.  He  has  also  swallowed  tlie  poison 
in  the  act  of  18S4(  wnere  the  duties  are  progresmvei  rais- 
ing them  annually.  Are  they  to  he  understoiad  to  be  less 
poisonous  by  a  progressive  increase  than  ft  prtwressive 
decrease?  The  Souu  considers  the  progressive  increase 
as  the  most  deleterious.  Hie  handicraft-man — the  black- 
Mnith — the  whitesmith — the  workers  of  the  bar  iron,  are  all 
cruelly  oppressed  by  the  heavy  duty  on  that  all-important 
article.  Give  them  tlie  raw  material  as  cheap  as  it  is  re- 
ceived by  the  Britisli  worlsmen,  and  ihey  will  ask  for  no 
protection:  they  will  depend  on  their  own  buids,  and  on 
thoae  of  th^r  sons  and  apprentices.  They  are  not  heard. 
Why  ?  They  are  not  rich— they  must  be  sacrificed  to  the 
rich  iron  master,  whose  business  is  more  profitable  tlian 
that  of  any  other  in  the  Union.  I  forbear  going  further 
into  this  subject  at  this  time.  I  reserve  my  further  re- 
marks until  the  subject  shall  be  presented  in  a  tangible 
shape — in  a  bUlf  wlwn  I  trust  I  sliall  be  able  to  show  that 
the  aet  of  1638  it  highly  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the 
manuftcturer.  If  you  intend  that  this  country  diall  be  a 
manufacturing  country,  you  must  give  the  manubcturers 
the  raw  material  (as  England  does)  free  of  duty,  or  with 
very  liglit  duty.  While  you  tax  Ihera  high,  as  you  tlo  with 
imposts  on  hemp,  wool,  flax,  and  bar  iron,  you  afford 
them  no  efficient  protection  by  your  niiumum  and  exces- 
sive duties. 

I  rise,  Mr.  Prendent,  principally  with  an  mtcntion  of 
following  the  Senator  [Mr.  Clat]  in  the  view  taken  by 
llim  in  relation  to  the  financial  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment Moce  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  take  this  extensive  review,  in  order  to  a  full  un- 
derstanding of  this  important  matter.  In  it,  [shall  protMibly 
be  obliged  to  differ  somewhat  from  him  on  some  points, 
which  have  unintentionally  escaped  his  observation,  but 
which  are,  nevertheless,  very  material  to  tlie  subject  un- 
der consideration,  and  will  endeavor  to  show  that  he  has 
thrown  unmerited  censure  on  the  Secretary- of  the  Trea- 
niry,  mr^ng,  I  must  presume,  from  the  fact,  that  the  ex- 
istence of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24tli  April,  1830,  was 
entirely  unknown  to  hitn,  [Mr.  Clat.}  Before  I  arrive 
at  tiiat  part  of  my  argument,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  go 
back,  ami  trace  the  public  diebt  from  die  establishment 
of  the  funding  system,  in  which  review  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  indulge  me. 

In  the  year  1790,  tlie  fiindii^^  system  waa  createtL  It 
authorixeil  atock  to  be  delivered  to  each  creditor  of  tlie 
Govermnent  to  the  amount  of  the  debt  due  to  him,  two- 


thirds  thereof  bearinff  interest  of  six  per  cent,  from  a  cer- 
tain date,  and  one>third  remuning  free  from  interest  until 
ten  years  thereafter,  commonly  called  the  deferred  debt. 
It  abo  authorized  stock  to  be  issued  for  the  amount  of  in- 


cent.,  which  stock  wu  not  to  be  redeemed  at  any  price 
less  than  the  par  value  thereof.  Fot  the  payment  of  these 
several  ^>ecies  of  stock,  the  public  domain,  and  the  balan< 
ces  in  the  treasury  arising  from  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, (after  paying  the  expenses  of  Government,)  were 
pledged.  In  the  }-ear  1791,  a  law  was  passed,  which  cre- 
ated a  Knking  fund.  It  provided  that  eight  per  cent,  per 
annum  riiould  be  paid  in  quarter-yearly  paymentrto  the 
holders  of  tfae  ux  per  cent,  stock,  (on  whioi  interest  was 
payable, )  by  which  system  six  dollars  was  applicable  to  the 
interest  in  the  first  year,  and  two  doUsrs  towards  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  debt  every  year  thereafter.  The  payment  for 
interest  annually  lessened,  and  that  of  principal  annually 
increased.  I'his  system  was  not  matenally  changed  untu 
the  year  1803,  when  Congress  passed  an  act  appropriat- 
ing the  sum  of 7,300,000  dollars  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  pubUc  debt,  in- 
cluding tlie  payment  for  loans  prenously  made,  and  for 
any  loan  that  might  hereafter  be  made.  In  theyear  1803, 
a  nirther  sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollara  was  added 
to  that  fund,  making  the  whole  sinking  fiind  amount  to 
the  sum  of  eig^t  millioaia  of  dollars.  This  adifitional  sum 
was  intended  to  meet  and  extii^uisb  the  debt  created  by 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  No  materiftl  altention  was 
made  respecting  the  mdung  fiuid,  until  the  whole  of  the 
debt  (three  per  cent,  excepted)  was  nearly  or  finally 
extingtuahed.  In  1806,  a  law  wu  passed,  which  autho- 
rized the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchsae  the  three 
per  cents.,  provided  they  could  be  obtained  at  sixty  per 
cent  A  portion  of  this  stock  was  (I  believe)  redeemed. 
In  1807,  an  exchatun  of  old  for  new  stock  was  proposed, 
on  certain  terms,  which,  however,  was  of  but  lime  come- 
qiience,  fiirtfaer  than  tliat  it  eontributed  to  &cilitatc  the 
payment  trfthe  public  debt.  In  1817,  an  act  pasaed  "  to 
provide  tor  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  wluch 
had  been  created  by  the  war.  This  act  appropriated,  an- 
nually, tlie  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  u>  be  applied  by 
tbe  commisnoners  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest  and  the  extinguishment  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt;  and  it  declared  that  any  surplus  wbidi  might 
remain  in  tbe  treasury,  beyond  the  sum  of^wo  nUUions  of 
ddlars,  after  the  payment  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment, diould be  applied  to  the  paymentof  the  public 
debt.  Two  millions  were  thus  reserved  to  meet  any  ex- 
traordinary exigency  wbich  might  arise,  and  to  provide 
for  any  unforeseen  demands  on  the  treasury.  It  waa  deem- 
ed advisable  to  make  it  legal  for  the  treasury  to  retain  a 
certun  sum,  rather  than  to  pemut  the  course  which  bad 
been  previously  pursued  without  any  legal  authorial  fat 
it  was  shown  by  two  reports  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  that  one  miuon  of  dtdlara  had  been  annual^^ 
reserved  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  any  extmordi- 
nary  demands  on  the  treasury,  which  sum  had  been  re> 
tained  in  tho  treasury  witliout  any  legal  authtHit^.  The 
authority  to  retain  the  two  millions,  (as  I  have  reported  to 
the  Senate  on  a  fsmatr  occanon,)  had  seldom  hten  exer- 
cised. In  l^fthe  Conunttteeonfinuieerqmrted&biB 
to  reduce  the  two  millions  thuf  retuned  to  one  Bulfion. 
The  bill  did  not  recrive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  In 
1828,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bkbtoh]  presented 
a  bill,  on  leave,  to  repeal  the  4th  sec^on  of  tbe  act  of 
1817,  "  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the 'public  debt," 
which  would  have  deprived  the  treasury  of  the  whole  two 
millions  held  in  reserve  for  exigency.  This  pro]M>siti(Hi 
was  rejected.  The  same  SenatM',  m  1839,  submitted  a 
resolution  for  the  purpose  of  repenli^  w  much  of  the  act 
referred  to,  as  autiuttued  tbe  retention  of  the  two  mUlimia 
in  the  trenaury,  which  reaolutioawa*  referred  to  th«  Corn- 
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inittee  on  Finance,  and  reported  agaimt  by  that  ennmit- 
tee,  as  inexpetUent  to  be  adopted  at  that  aeirioii,  lin-  rea- 
sons cxpreflKd  in  the  report. 

I  now,  Mr.  President,  have  arrived  at  die  principal 
pmnt  of  mj  argument  In  the  year  1830,  dw  Committee 
on  Finance  deemed  that  the  thnc  had  now  arrired,  at  which 
the  treaaary  might  safely  dispense  with  the  reserved  two 
nullions,  and  that  authority  should -foe  given  for  the  pur- 
chaae  of  the  public  debt  with  this  sum;  and  they  accord- 
ii^y  presented  a  bill,  which  passed  into  a  hw  on  die  24th 
April,  1830.  I  win  road  the  fint  and  second  lections  of 
tbat  lav: 

«'Sse.  1,  Be  it  maded  ^  ike  SeaaU  and Smm  of  Be- 
pramtathuf^the  OiuiedSaaofJaurieain  Congrtn  at- 
aembkd.  That  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  treasury,  the  stfte  of  the  treasury  will  admit  of  the 
appficatitm  of  a  greater  sum  than  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
in  any  one  year,  to  the  payment  of  interest  and  charges, 
and  to  Ae  reimbursement  or  purchase  of  the  princip  si  of, 
die  public  debt,  it  shall  be  UwRil  for  him,  with  the  appro- 
baUon  of  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  such 
surplus  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  omnmissioners 
of  uie  dnkii^  rand,  and  die  same  shall  be  applied  by  them 
to  the  reimbursement  or  purchase  of  die  nrineipal  of  the 
public  debt  at  such  tSmes  as  the  state  of  the  treasury  irill 
best  admit. 

*•  Sac.  2.  .Airf  he  it  Jwihtr  enaOed,  That  whenever,  in 
any  year,  there  shall  be  a  surplus  in  the  sinking  fund, 
bqrond  die  amount  of  interest  and  principal  of  the  debt 
whidi  nutybe  actually  due  and  [uiyable  by  the  Uiuted 
Bttfea  in  auch^ear,  in  conformity  wiui  their  en|;agement8, 
it  dudl  be  lainul  for  die  commisMoners  of  the  sinking  fund 
to  apply  such  surplus  to  the  purchase  of  any  portion  of 
the  public  debt,  at  such  rates  as,  in  their  opini<Mi,  may  be 
advanti^ous  to  the  United  States;  any  thing  in  any  act  of 
Congress  to  the  contraiy  notwithstanding." 

The  first  section  vests  in  the  commissioners  of  the  «nk- 
ing  fiud  amjile  attfbOTity  to  direct  that  '*any  surplus  that 
may  remain  in  the  treasury  shall  be  applied  by  them  to 
the  rnmbunement  or  purdiase  of  the  principal  of  the 
{mbGc  debt."  No  exccptbn  is  contuned  in  this  section  in 
reltiion  to  the  purchase  of  the  three  per  cents,  or  to  any 
other  part  of  the  public  debt.  This  proviaon  of  the  biU 
authorues^the  purchase  of  every  description  of  debt  due 
by  the  Government.  The  second  section  removes  every 
doubt  which  might  remain  on  this  pmnt  in  the  mind  of 
any  gentleman.  It  distinctly  declares  that  "  it  shall  be 
lawful  far  the  commissionen  of  the  sinkiiqf  fimd  to  apply 
wdi  nirplus  to  the  purchase  of  aoy  portion  of  the  public 

The  coouiassoners  have  considered  the  law  to  be  im- 
pentive,  and,  in  consequence,  they  have  redeemed  the 
seven  nuliioDs  of  stock  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  prtsent  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs 
us  that  it  is  intended  to  parduse  or  redeem  the  three  per 
cents.  To  that  intention  die  SenatCH- from  KenbKky  [Mr. 
Cu.z]  objects.  Ue  sqrs,  "  I  cannot  think,  and  I  should 
suppoae  Congress  can  hardly  believe,  with  the  Secretary 
of  die  Treasurv,  that  it  would  be  wise  to  pay  off  a  stock 
of  tUrteen  millions,  entitling  its  liolders  to  but  three  per 
cent.,  with  a  aqiital  of  thirteen  millions,  worth  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent.  In  other  words,  to  take  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  two  dollars  to  pay  one  in  the  hands  of  die 
rtoeUudders."  This  language  is  intended  for  effect,  and 
has  donbtlesa  operated  on  the  minds  of  tome  Senators 
who  may  have  been  unacquainted  with  the  act  of  1830,  to 
which  1  have  referred,  md  of  which  even  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  seems  to  have  lost  sig^t.  That 
Senator  seems  to  think  that  the  payment  of  the  three  per 
cents,  is  a  project  originating  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Siwh,  however,  k  not  the  fust.  It  was  the 
^ject  of  C«tgKsi»  who  pasted  die  aet  of  1830,  at  which 
tnw  the  praent  Bconiaiy  ofdie  TrcMsuiy  wu  in  Ei^ltiixl. 


The  Secretuy,  therefore,  acta  only  in  obedience  to  the 
law.  He  dare  not  act  otherwise,  and  must  pay  the  three 
per  cents.,  unless  the  act  be  repealed.  If  repealed,  what 
would  be  our  wtuation?  The  repwt  <^  the  Secretery  of 
the  Treasury  at  the  present  sesrion  of  Congress  conveys 
more  iaftMmation  in  relation  to  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
Government,  than  any  previous  treasury  report  wbich  I 
have  seen.  It  is  cleaiiy  expressed,  and  easily  understood 
by  all  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  subject.  It  con* 
tains  no  ambiguity ;  on  the  contrary,  it  frankly  and  openly 
decl^Eres  the  views  and  plana  of  the  writer,  and  submits 
them  boldly  to  the  coniuderation  of  Congress.  The  plans 
of  the  Secretary,  m  ezpreved  in  the  report^  meet  my 
entire  approbation,  and  dull  have  my  cor^  support. 
The  report  states,  and  vety  eorrecdy,  too,  that  there  wiU 
reouun  in  the  treasury,  in  (he  present  year,  (1833,)  a  sum 
exceeding  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt.  He  also  correctly 
states,' as  I  shall  hereafter  show,  that,  with  the  particulur 
exception  of  the  three  per  cents.,  there  is  payable,  in  this 
year,  a  sum  less  dian  $4,000,000.  Well,  sir,  there  will 
then  remain  in  the  treasuiy  $1(^000,000  inapplicable  (ex- 
cept to  the  redempUon  of  the  dtree  per  cents.)  to  any 
object.  Is  this  large  amount  to  remain  dormant,  Itmng 
interest?  Or  shall  it  be  applied  as  the  act  of  1830  has 
directed'   The  several  nnking  fund  acts  place  all  the 


public  debt  on  the  same  footing,  and,  therefore,  whenever 
the  treasury  bm  the  means,  it  must  apply  them  to  the  re- 
imburMment  of  the  three  per  oents.,  in  common  with  die 
other  Govemmeot  stocks.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Cut,]  aware  of  the  dilemma,  inmnuatea  that  the 
Secretary  has  erred  in  supposing  that  there  will  be  a  sor* 
plus  of  fourteen  millions.  The  Senator  has  reasoned  aa 
most  gentlemen  will  do  who  are  not  fuUy  informed,  or 
have  not  carefully  exanuned  the  subject.  He  has  said  that 
the  importations  of  1831  have  been  unusually  great}  that 
those  of  1832  will,  in  consequence  be  gready  redueed; 
and,  in  tUs  partkuhr,  I  tUnk  he  la  oMrecti  but  die  So> 
nator  seems  to  infer  that  the  recopti  at  the  treasury  will 
not  amount  to  the  sum  reported,  (fourteen  millions.)  In 
this  supposition,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky is  entirely  wrong.  The  receipts  in  1833  have  litde 
connexion  with  the  importations  of  that  yeart  perhaps  one* 
quarter  of  the  duties  which  accrue  in  1832  may  be  receiv- 
ed into  the  treasury  during  that  year.  But  there  is  a 
difference  between  revenue  accruing,  and  mon^y  ac- 
tually received  into  the  treasury.  The  Seentary  pretU- 
cates  his  report  on  bonds  taken  for  duties  wludi  accrued 
in  1831,  uid  wluch,  from  the  usual  credits  given,  are  pay- 
able in  1832.  In  this  matter,  therefore,  be  cannot  be 
mistaken.  He  has  a  list  of  the  bonds  before  him.  The 
Senate  may,  therefore,  rest  satisfied  that  the  sum  stated 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  fourteen  millions  of 
dollars^  will  remun  in  the  treasury,  as  expressed  hi  the 
r^rtt  and  that  there  will  hi  ten  milBons  of  dollan  inap- 
phc^le  to  any  other  object  than  the  redemption  of  the 
three  per  cents-,  unless  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the 
stock  payable  in  1833  and  1835.  I  trust  I  have  satisfied  the 
Senate  that  no  censure  can  attach  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  fur  tlie  expresnon  of  his  intention  to  pay  off  the 
three  per  cents.)  that,  in  so  doing,  he  simply  performed 
an  act  of  duty,  in  compliance  with  eusting  laws. 

The  sale  of  the  bank  stack  toe  the  purpose  of  paying; 
the  debt  is  objected  to.  I  propose  to  take  notice  of  it 
merely  as  a  finanval  measure.  The  principal  considera- 
tions by  which  the  proposition  to  sell  the  stock  is  recom- 
mended, are  th<Me  connected  with  the  public  interests, 
with  tl^e  liberation  of  the  country  from  debt,  and  with  all 
the  consequences  arising  from  such  a  state  of  things. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  goes  upon 
the  suppontion  that,  on  these  grounds,  the  tiovemnwnt 
cannot  be  resembled  to  an  individual  dealing  with  hia 
stocks  for  the  purpose  of  the  greatest  peconiary  profiti  and 
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thatlhe  general  idvantagesofasdet  andtheconequences, 
aie  more  thu  equivalent  to  tboM  of  &  mere  itoeklwlder. 

But,  as  a  mere  financial  and  money  operation,  the 
acheme  of  the  report  is  absolutely  profitable. 

It  will  be  perceired  by  the  report,  that  the  ordinary 
meant  of  the  GoTemmeat  will,  by  the  1st  of  Januaiv,  1833, 
pay  off  all  the  dcht,  excepting  |10,302,686>  which  it  is 
prtqioMdto  reunbune  on  ct  Mfore  the  3d  Uarch,  1833; 
eoMequently,  the  aale  of  Ae  bank  itociE,  and  tiie  iftplica- 
tion  or  the  proceeda,  muat  be  eonndered  as  taking-  place 
at  Uiat  time.  Such  appears  to  me,  Mr.  Prevdent,  the 
obvious  Bcheme  of  the  report. 

The  authori^  asked  in  relation  to  the  Goremment  stock 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  to  sell  that  itock  at  a 
sum  not  lets  than  $8,000,000,  and  not  absolutely  to  the 
bank,  butonlym  the  event  that  it  will  give  mm  than  can 
ba  obtained  in  any  other  manner,  w  from  ai^  other  source. 
Under  a  general  authority,  there  is  a  Teaaonable  probabi- 
lity diat  a  portion  of  the  stook  m^  be  cxdmnged  on  ad- 
vantageous terms  for  the  three  per  cents.  <  a  proposition 
for  more  than  a  million  has  been  already  made  to  ezeluu^ 
at  their  respective  value  in  the  market. 

I  will  asaame,  however,  that  the  stock  he  sold  at 
eij^t  millions  of  dollan^  which  is  about  fifteen  per  cent 
wanee,  and  wluch  ma^  be  ooniidered  ai  a  itur  price, 
when  we  take  into  eonvderation  the  questiim  of  the  re- 
«eml  of  the  durter,  and  the  effect  <a  Am  is  condurively 
lAiovn  by  calculaliiig  the  value  of  the  stool*  to  the  Govern- 
ment if  it  retuned  it  during      whole  tmn  of  the  charter, 
and  comparing  it  with  the  amount  of  nle  and  Hvii^  cf 
interest  on  the  three  per  cents. 
One  share  of  bank  stock,  with  three  years'  in- 
iwest,  seven  percent,  per  annum,  would  be 
worth,  on  the  3d  Man^  1836,  -      •      -  9131  00 
Ifscdd  ra  3d  Ibreb,  1833,  at  fifteen  per         •   115  00 


Apparent  loss,  

But,  in  the  Gnt  case,  the  Uiuted  States  would 
have  paid  three  years'  interest  on  $100  of 
three  per  cents,  amounting  to,  ■ 


6  00 


9  00 


Hius  showing  n  actDsl  pun  on  each  9100,  by 

Oe  proposed  opetatim,  of      •  -    93  00 

Tbe  Bsme  result  will  appear,  by  stating  it  in  the  iggre* 
gate,  thus: 

The  stock  of  Govenunant  in  the  bank  bdng, 

at  par,  97,000,000 

Add  the  interest  at  seven  per  cent  from  3d 
Msxcfa,  1833,  to  the  3d  March, 1836,  being 
three  yens,  1,470,000 


tf,  therefore,  we  dMold  sell  the  Government 
BtoclRM)  3d  March,  1833,  instead  of  keep- 
ing it,  at    8,000,000 

We  should  incur  an  apparent  loa  of    -      •  470,000 
But  if  the  stock  be  retained,  the  United 
States  would  pay  three  years'  interest  on 
98,000,000  of  three  per  cent  stock, 
smoootiagto   730,000 


Thus  diowing  an  actual  gain  by  the  opera- 
tion, of   9350,000 

It  is  true,  Mr.  President,  that  tbe  stock  will  be  worth 
much  more,  if  the  charter  riunild  be  renewed;  but,  by 
this  propontion,  we  get  as  much  for  it  as  will  pay  off  the 
public  debt. 

Besides  the  objection  to  the  pn^nietary  interest  of  the 
Government  m  the  bank,  it  ooght  to  he  obswv^  that, 
diould  tiie  charter  be  renewed,  the  Government  may 
always  amply  uidcmnily  itself  against  toss,  in  the  premium 
for  the  new  duuiter. 

I  nowproceed,  Mr.  Prerident,  to  present  abrief  statement 
of  tile  itiiidfid  deb^  that  die  Senate  may  have  the  sul^ 


ject  fully  before  tiiem.  I  purposely  oimt  Hie  anfunded 
debt  of  uurl^-nine  tiuxuand  three  hundred  and  flAj4re 
dollar^  whidi  may  never  be  called  fiir. 

S  per  cents.   913,396,636 

5  per  cenU.  of  1833 

(exchanged)  -  -  -  916,901 
^  per  centa.  of  1834  -  -  1,739,534 
4i  per  cents,  of  1834 

(exchanged)  -      -  3,337',36S 

  3.985,788 


Bedeemable: 
On  die  31at  Deo.  183?,       -  93*337,363 
On  the  31st  Dee.  1833,      -  V3^*396 


917,388,414 


Total  of  funded  debt, 

Estimated  receipts  Sot  1833.  930,100,000 

Old  baUncc  in  the  treasury,  1,308,276 

Deduct  probable  expenses,  13.365,3(^ 
Deduct  unsatisfied  upropria- 

tlona,      -      -      -      -  3,433,535 


Interest  on  dw  public  deb^ 


6,962,659 
934»34S,073 


31,308.37s 


16,788,727 

14^519,549 
500,000 


Amount  appUcable  to  the  public  debt»  14,019,548 
Amounts  <»  41  andS  per  cents.,  null  inn  wslilr 
in  1833,   3,985,788 

910^033,761 

There  will  then  remain  of  the  public  debt. 
Payable  31st  Deo.  1833,      •  ^337,363 
Do.    31st  Dee.  1835,      -  ^735,396 
3p«>centB.        -      •      •  3,363,863 

  910^335,533 

bong  the  amount  of  the  debt  remaining  nnpud  on  the  1st 
January,  1833.  Tbe  amount  of  three  p^  cents,  whidi 
win  then  be  unpaid,  will  somewhat  exceed  three  millions; 
snd  the^  must  be  first  psid,  because  the  other  remaining 
stock  will  not  be  immediately  pavable. 

This  inconsiderable  amount  of  debt  remnning  unpaid, 
may  be  extinguished  either  by  a  sale  of  the  bank  stock,  as 
proposed  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  whidi  I 
approve,  or,  if  thif  coarse  iliduld  not  be  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, then  this  debt  can  be  redeemed  by  the  aale  i^the 
public  lands,  or  by  an  extension  of  the  time  ibr  the  reduc- 
tion and  repeal  of  import  duties  to  the  30th  June,  1833. 
I  feel  almost  confident  that,  if  we  adopt  tbe  course  I  have 
here  proposed,  the  whole  amount  of  public  debt  may  be 
distdiarged  in  that  year,  except  the  small  amount  due  in 
1835,  which  iJso  may  be  redeemed,  tf  the  holders  of  the 
stock  due  Ih  that  reer  will  sell  it. 

The  Senator  fron  Kentneky  {Ur.  Cuv]  snppwes 
that  w4  ought  to  retun  a  vcvenoe  of  eighteen  millions  of 
doUan.  [Here  Mr.  CLAT  explained.  He  said  dutt  h^ 
remarked  in  his  speech  that  eighteen  millions  might  now 
be  retained,  and  hereafter  to  be  reduced,  if  drcura- 
stances  wouid  penmt]  To  wluch  I  repUed  that  I  had 
not  read  the  printed speech  of  the  Senator,  [Mr.  Cur,] 
but  was  amply  sustained  in  the  quotation  he  had  made,  by 
die  recollecUon  of  the  Senator  man  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Hathx.]  Let  me  inqiure  irtiy,  and  for  what  purpose, 
the  eighteen  milfions  sbotdd  now  be  retuned.  Tiie  an- 
nual expenses  of  Government,  hereafter,  ouffht  not  to 
exceed  tbbieen  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollarst  and 
they  will  no^  probably,  exceed  twelve  ndlfion  five  hun- 
dred IlioiHaMdoUan.   Hie misoeUancaaa expenm can- 
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not  exceed  thoae  of  pReediii|*  jeanit  on  the  oootnty,  they 
will  not,  I  Uunk,  amoont  to  so  much.  The  Senator  may 
hare  two  tweets  in  view,  when  he  proposes  ao  iargt  a 
rerenue.  The  one  may  be,  to  carry  into  effect  his  iplcn- 
did  ideas  of  internal  improrement;  the  other,  lest  oy  a 
cednctifKi  of  the  rerenue  below  eighteen  nuUiwia,  the  du- 
ties oa  protected  erticlea  mtut  necesHuily  be  reduced. 
Id  relation  to  the  first  object,  I  presume  the  Senator  will 
not  expeet  grt*t  success  wMe  the  present  Freaident  re- 
mains in  office;  and  the  second  object  will,  certunly,  tend 
to  continue  the  dissatis&ction  which  now  preTula,  in  a 
Treat  degree,  in  the  Southern  States,  and  wluch  might 
lead  to  consequences  too  serious  to  be  even  thought  of. 
I  do  not  heslate  to  candidly  avow  my  opinion  respecting 
this  important  matter.  It  is  this:  the  revenue,  &t>m  the 
custnash  ought  not  to  exceed  the  ■unttf' thirteen  tmllions 
oT  donarsf  and  I  would  prefer  a  revenue  of  twelve  nUl. 
lioRs.  The  revenue  from  the  sale  of  the  pubhc  lands,  1 
estimate  (taking  the  average  of  a  series  or  yearn')  at  two 
miltions,  and  the  bank  dividend  five  hundred  thousand 
detlan.  This  latter  income  may  cease  in  a  few  years. 
The  three  items  which  I  have  enumerated,  would  produce 
a  gmss  revenue  of  fifteen  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dmlars.  Deducting  from  this  sum  the  bank  dividend, 
there  will  remain  the  sum  of  fiftean  nuUions  of  dollars— 
afTordiw,  in  roy  opinion,  a  surplus  suiReieDtly  ample  for 
any  promble  extnordinanr  e»^ency,  or  demand  on  the 
treasury,  which  could  posnbly  arise.  If  the  revenue  from 
customs  could  be  reduced  to  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars, it  would  dtmintih  the -total  nett  revenue  to  four- 
teen million  five  hundred  thousand  doUan;  which  I  con- 
sider a^  amply  sufficient.  Indeed,  I  feel  confident  that 
there  woou  be  a  handsome  surplus  of  from  two  millions 
to  three  milfims  per  annum,  which  mwht  be  applied  to 
the  more  npid  completion  of  the  fortilmationa,  the  esta- 
blishment of  additional  arsenals,  and  other  objects  of  a 
nation^  character. 

The  Senator  [Mr.  Clat]  has  said  "that  temporary 
causes  may  exact  a  reluctant  acq.uiescence  from  the  peo- 
ple of  die  West,  in  the  suspension  of  appropriations  to 
objects  of  internal  improvementt  but,  as  certain  as  you 
(the  Vice  PmasiDBBT)  premie  in  that  chair,  or  the  sun 
pCTfonu  Its  ^mal  revclution,  they  iritl  not  be  sMiified 
with  the  abandonment  of  the  poUinr.'*  Now,  Mr.  Pren- 
dent,  I  will  ask  the  Senators  from  the  West,  whether  im- 
provements, of  a  national  character,  have  ever  been 
refused  to  the  West  by  the  Senate,  or  even  by  Congress. 
If  there  have  been  any  such,  they  have  escsped  my  recol- 
lection. It  win  be  my  object  to  show  that  Coi^ress  have 
done  as  much,  pertiaps  more,  for  the  hnproVementi  re- 
quired by  the  West,  than  for  the  East  I  wlU  enumerate 
some  of  a  prominent  character.  I  omit  all  appropriations 
of  land  granted  to  the  seats  of  Government,  and  reserved 
for  salines.  There  were  granted,  for  roads  and  canals,  to 
Ohio,  one  million  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  acres  of  land,  valued,  at  the  minimum  price,  at  one 
million  two  hundred  atlH  fifty-seven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy-cme  dollars.  To  Indiana  was  granted,  for 
the  same  mnects,  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  amounting  in  value  to  four 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  dollars.  To  lUincHs  was 
granted,  for  similar  objects,  four  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  valued  at  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
.  To  Alabama  was  granted,  for  the  same  objects,  four  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land,  valued  at  live  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  whole  of  the  foregoing  grants  of  land 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  two  nuUioo- eight  hundred  and 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seveiit3r-one  dolbum.  The 
foregoit^  statcmenta  were  taken  from  document  No.  145, 
31st  Congress,  1st  session.  There  were  also  appropriated, 
agreei^ly  to  document  No.  11,  of  the  same  Congress  and 


Missouri, 
Missisiippi. 
LooUana, 
Tennessee, 


■Acns. 
1,133,719 
440,303 
93<^061 
200,000 


•1,41^899 
5S0^3S« 
1,150^077 
350,000 


In  adiUtion  to  those  grants  of  land  which  I  bare  enu- 
merated, large  sums  of  money  have  been  ^propri^ed, 
to  wit:  for  the  Louisville  wid  PortUnd  Canal  Companj, 
three  hundred  thousand  ddlani  for  the  in^nrement  of 
the  Ohio  and  Misnsdppi  riven;  fhr  the  unproveneot  of 
the  mouths  of  almost  every  creek  and  river  m  Ohio,  emp- 
tying into  lake  Eriet  for  the  improvement  of  Uie  hu4>(v 
of  Presque  Isle,  on  lake  Erie;  for  the  Cumberland  road 
dirougb  Ohio,  and  for  its  beitur  extended  throu^  the 
whole  extent  of  Indiana  and  iDinois,  agreeably  to  the 
wishes  of  those  States,  wluch  appropriation  of  mimey  can- 
not be  leas  than  two  nuUions  ot  doUar*-4iofcmg  the  total 
of  land  and  money  amount  to  nearly  five  minions  of  dol- 
lara:  whilst  Mairland  baa  been  expui^ng  its  own  money, 
and  that  of  Baltimore,  to  the  amount  of  from  twenty 
to  twenty-seven  thousaoddollars  per  annum,  for  the  last 
twenfy  years,  for  the  preservation  of  the  harbor  of  Balti- 
moret  and  whilrt  a  aubscription  to  the  BaUhnorc  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company,  of  five  hundred  tfaoosHid  dolhn^  haa 
been  refused,,  although  equally  bencAdid  to  the  West  as 
to  the  East.  The  West,  Mr.  Presidrat,  an  satisfied,  at 
least  I  suppose  so,  because  thev  have  scarcely  ever  asked 
for  appropriations  of  money  from  the  treasury,  or  land 
from  the  public  domun,  fw  application  to  national  objects 
in  the  West,  without  hanng  such  request  ultimately 
granted. 

The  West,  Mr.  Prenden^  has  always  been  tiw  fiwored 
child  of  Congress.  We  have  seen  its  impid  improvement^ 
and  we  loo^  with  pleasure,  to  its  futiue  great  conse- 
quence to  this  Union.  It  has  been  our  du^,  as  well  as 
our  wiA,  to  promote  all  its  improvements  of  a  national 
character!  and  I  trust,  and  believe,  that  Congress  will,  as 
it  lias  heretofiuv  done,  do  all  that  lays  in  Its  power,  to 
promote  its  happincu  and  increase.  I  have  always  been, 
as  Senators  well  know,  and  shall  ever  continue  to  be,  a 
friend  to  the  West,  in  promoting  its  views  in  eVeiy  thing 
which  relates  to  internal  improvement  of  a  natioMl  cha- 
racter. 

I  return  ray  thanks  to  the  Senate  for  tiieir  polite  indul- 
gence, and  will  now  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  HOLMES  next  rose.  He  sud,  I  should  not,  pro- 
bably, Mr.  President,  have  thrown  mjrself  on  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate,  had  not  the  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rtrfina  [Mr.  UATHa]  denied  the  power  of  Conmss  to 
protect  our  manuftctures,  and  intimated  an  opinion  that 
a  State  nti{^t  annul  the  acts  of  the  Federal  Government. 
And  althou^  the  few  sentiments  which  he  uttered  on  the 
subject  came  in  at  the  close  of  his  remarks,  and  seemed 
rather  ss  an  afterthought,  y  t:t,  as  he  ■  has  embodied  them 
in  the  speech,  I  can  never  let  doctrines  so  dangerous  pSM 
without  my  decimve  disapprobation.  Here  every  fhend 
of  the  constUution  should  be  upon  the  walls — he  should 
*«  cry  aloud,  and  apare  not.**  Here,  we  should  ropeat 
again  and  again,  here  there  should  he  '*  line  upon  line, 
and  precept  upon  precept.**  And  though  my  littie  bark 
has  been  p^ted  and  shattered  by  the  storms  and  tempests 
which  infest  the  capes,  ^ores,  and  seas  of  public  life, 
yet,  frail  ss  itjis,  I  will  venture  tp  launch  it  into  the  boister- 
ous ocean  of  debate,  if  thereby  I  can  contribute  aught  to 
save  the  constitution  of  my  country  from  the  slupwrock  to 
which  it  is  exposed.  Sir,  I  have  entertained  an  ear^ 
and  constant  veneratioD  for  this  constitution.  My  fint 
essay  in  pt^cal  debate  was  to  defend  it  against  innovar 
tion,  under  the  specioua  name  of  amendment;  and  I  shall 
never  cease  to  regret  the  success  of  tliat  alteration  in  re- 


Ksnon,  but  not  distinctly  stated  for  what  objects,  the  fbl-  gard  to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President.  It 
lowinjf  appropriations  of  land,  viz.  'has  unquestionaUy  unpaired  the  beauty  and  harmony  of 
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the  syitem,  uid  multiplied  the  dan^n  which  will  tlvnyn 
Kttend  the  election  of  a  chief  magistrate.  When  an  at- 
tempt was  afterwards  made  in  my  own,  and  some  other  of 
the  New  England  States,  to  annul  the  acts  of  the  General 
GoTenunenC  I  then  exerted  my  feeble  powers,  against 
feartUl  odds,  to  defend  this  constitution  uainst  heresy  and 
in&tuation.  And  the  same  doctrines  which  I  then  incul- 
cated upon  the  Hartford  conrenlioidsts  of  tiie  Eas^  I  will 
now  enforce  upon  the  nulUfiers  of  the  South.  Sir,  is  it 
tiot  the  same  cause?  Usurpation  of  a  SUte  upon  the  le- 
gitimate powers  of  the  Federal  Govemrnent? 

I  know  full  well  that  even  the  thought  of  a  dry  discus- 
■on  of  this  etmstitutional  question  is  more  revolting  to 
the  hearer  than  it  is  eren  to  the  speaker^  still,  sir,  its  im- 
portanee  at  this  crins  calls  for  the  aid  of  all  iu  fnends.  The 
strength  and  j>ower  which  is  exerted  agunst  it,  was  never 
greater  than  it  now  is.  yfe  see  statesmen  of  the  highest 
order,  inferior  to  few  in  any  country,  whose  power  and 
influence  in  a  good  cause  would  almost  certainly  ensure  its 
success,  by  some  strange  delu»on,  converting  our  Federal 
Government  into  a  mere  rope  of  sand.  In  this  state  of 
the  case,  I  must  approach  this  part  of  the  subject,  forbid- 
ditw  as  it  is,  and  nuuntecr  my  bamble  semces  in  defence 
of  Aia  constitution.  I  nil,  w,  for  brenty's  sake,  quote 
Oat  part  only  of  tfao  constitution  which  grants  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  lay  and  coUect  imposts.  That  the 
character  of  an  impost  tax  was  well  understood  when  it 
Was  inserted  in  the  constitution,  cannot  be  well  doubted, 
if  we  conrider  the  men  who  framed  it  It  had  never  been 
confined  or  limited  to  the  object  of  revenue.  Great  Bri- 
tun  had  always  exerdsed  this  power  to  protect  her  manu- 
&cturing  indbiatiT,  and  was,  at  that  time,  exercinng  it 
with  a  rdentless  hand,  to  suppress  and  entirely  destroy 
the  b&nt  mannfiwtures  of  the  United  States.  The  chief 
ndsdiief  to  be  remedied  was  the  want  of  an  efficient  power 
to  wrest  from  impending  ruin  our  own  domestic  mdus- 
try.  Foreign  goods  were  never  cheaper,  yet  we  were 
never  poorer,  or  in  greater  embarrassment  or  distressi 
and  I  declare  it  as  my  deliberate  belief,  that,  but  for  the 
want  of  this  protective  power,  the  constitution  never  could 
hare  been  adopted. 

Now,  ar,  there  is  no  other  restriotion  on  tfiis  power  of 
imponng  an  Impost,  but  that  it  shall  not  be  imposed  on 
exports,  and  that  it  shall  be  "  uniform"  throughout  the 
United  States.  The  first  restriction  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question,  and  the  last  refers  not  at  all  to  the  equality 
oi  the  tax  on  different  parts  of  the  Union-  An  impost  is 
n  tax  on  consumption,  which  can  never  be  equal  unless 
you  can  compel  all  to  consume  to  the  same  amount  of  the 
same  artidei  or  it  fi  uctuates  between  the  consumer  and  pro- 
ducer, or  fiilla  ezeluuvely  on  the  hitter,  according  to  the 
vi^sntudet  of  trade.  No  one  can,  fur  a  moment,  ima^ne 
that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  could  have  ever  enter- 
tained the  thought  that  this  tax  was  to  fall  equally  on  all. 

It  was  to  be  "  uniform"  in  this — that  the  same  article 
should,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  be  subject  to  the  same 
du^. 

Now,  can  you  make  this  impost  duty  bend  to  any  pur- 
pose except  that  of  revenue?  Can  you,  for  instance,  re- 
gard the  ability  of  the  persons  taxed  ?  If  it  must  be  ex- 
ehiMvely  financial,  you  must  impose  it  on  that  which  will 
I>roduce  the  greatest  revenue,  regardless  of  all  other  con- 
riderations.  May  you  not  have  in  view  public  economy, 
and  give  your  imposts  a  Bumptuary  character?  It  will  not 
be  denied  that  this  tax  has  always  been  made  to  bear  most 
heavily  on  luxuries.  And,  if  it  may  have  regard  to  the 
economy,  wh^notto  the  morals  of  society?  May  you  not, 
for  instance,  impose  less  on  articles  of  necessary  consump- 
tion, and  more  on  those  which  lead  to  intemperance  and 
other  immoralities?  It  is  surely  the  characteristic  feature 
of  an  impost,  and  among  iu  chief  excellencies,  that  it  may 
be  thus  us^  May  you  not  regard  religion  in  our  imposts) 
Uying  heavier  bwwns  on  irreUg^oqi  books  tbtn  on  others, 


and  even  exempting  bibles  entirely?  ,If,  in  these  tfiinga^ 
you  have  a  discretion,  if  you  can  tax  the  rich  and  relieve 
the  poor — the  extravagant  for  the  sake  of  jthe  prudent — 
the  immoral  for  the  moral— nufidelity  and  vice  for  piety 
and  virtue— why  not  idleness  for  industry,  inasmuch  as 
indolence  is  Uie  parent  of  vicei  and  notlung  ia  more  true 
than  the  adage,  that  **  when  the  denl  finds  a.  mui  idle,  he 
generally  sets  him  at  work." 

But  it  is,  I  believe,  adnutted,  that  an  impost  may  be 
"  incidenUlly"  protective.  Now,  if  by  "  incidental"  we 
are  to  understand  casual,  fortuitous,  accidental,  the  pro- 
tection must  be  a  mere  happening,  and  cannot  at  all 
enter  into  the  design.  Miserable,  indeed,  would  be  the 
fate  of  your  manu&ctures,  were  tfinr  protection  to  be 
the  sport  orchance,  or  a  bhnd  &tuity.  But  ascnbe  feo 
the  term  a  secondary  meaning,  to  wit,  "subordinate,  or 
not  easenttal  to  the  chief  purpose,"  and  then  your  impost 
must  be  chiefly  financial,  subordinately  protective.  But 
here  a  question  meets  us  at  the  threshold.  In  determin- 
ing whether  an  impost  is  chiefly  financial  or  not,  must  we, 
in  order  to  determine  its  chancier  for  constitutionality, 
be  governed  by  the  deugn  or  the  eflTect?  It  will  be  rea- 
dily perceived,  an  act  intended  foe  rerenoe  may  become 
almost  entirely  protective.  It  has  been  the  case  of  nails 
and  other  articles;  and,  on  the  contrary,  an  act  intended 
for  protection  may  operate  exclusively  for  revenue.  Let 
us  first  suppose  it  is  the  dengn  of  the  act  which  is  to  de- 
termine its  cliaracter,  and  that  we  could  agree  in  the  tri- 
bunal to  make  the  decisiMi~it  must  be  an  exceedingly 
critical  matter  to  decide.  You  must  keep  an  accout  cur- 
rent of  motives,  and  set  down  to  the  credit  of  the  law 
those  Senators  who  voted  for  it  asa  revenue  kw{  and  to  the 
deUt  nde  thoie  who  voted  for  it  for  protection;  and  thoae 
for  nothing,  who  were  governed  alike  by  both  Dotivte. 
But  when  you  come  to  those  who  were  governed  almost 
as  much  by  one  consideration,  and  also  those  who  were 
against  the  law  altogether,  you  would  find  it  exceedingly 
difficult  to  get  down  to 'the  end  of  the  alphabet  with  any 
accuracy  even  in  this  Senate.  And  then  you  must  ascertain 
the  motives  of  a  much  more  numerous  branch,  many 
members  which  would  not  probably  know  bow  or  w^ 
they  voted)  and,  could  you  even  surmount  all  these  lUfn- 
culties,  and  go  to  the  President  to  iuqture  of  him, 
here  you  are  finally  stopped:  for  this  Senate  has  solemnly 
decided  that  he  is  not  obliged  to  give  any  reasons  for  any 
thing.  And  where  is  the  tribunalto  search  the  hearts  and 
try  the  designs  of  the  Federal  Legislature  who  enacted 
the  law  ?  The  Supreme  Court  would  not.  In  a  venr  pal- 
pable case,  (the  Senators  from  Georgia  know  what  1 
mean,)  that  court  solemnly  decided  th^  they  would  not 
inquire  into  the  purity  of  the  motives  of  the  legislatMi 
who  enacted  tiie  lawj  and  if  they  would  not  in  that  case, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  would  in  ao^  other, 
for  a  stronger  could  scarcely  occur.  The  design  of  a 
law  of  Congress,  then,  is  only  to  be  examined  by  a  State; 
and  its  Legislature  is,  1  soppoae,  to  ut  in-judgment  on  the 
members  of  Ctmgfess,  pchetrate  their  inmoat  thought^ 
and  pronounce  a  Jaw  unconstitutional  or  not,  as,  in  tbdr 
wisdom,  they  may  have  aseertiuned  the  motivea  «f  the 
legislators  who  enacted  it.  If  our  Government  is  suoh  a 
p^pable  absurdity,  such  a  compound  of  contradictions 
and  inconMstencies,  it  is  a  poor  compliment  to  thoae  pa- 
triots who  f<Hined  it,  and  the  people  who  adopted  it,  uid 
its  dissolution  mi^t  be  antidpidea  without  one  lecGng  of 
regret. 

But  if  the  constitutionBli^  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
effect,  the  difficulties  will  tmcfcen,  and  are  indeed  insur- 
mountable. The  decinon  is  to  be  made  not  upon  tiw  laws 
and  constitution,  but  by  matter  of  hxt.  It  is  to  depend 
upon  facts,  and  of  a  character,  too,  the  most  corrupt  and 
uncertun,  ascertained  not  even  by  poutive  and  direct  tes- 
timony, but  upon  ttie  mere  (pinions  of  men  influenced  by 
different  and  opponte  views  and  interefta.   Is  tUa  law  of 
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CongKM  chiefiy  fimncial  or  chiefly  protective  in  its  ope- 
rations? Tlua  is  the  question  of  net  to  be  detemined, 
upon  which  h&ngi  the  validity  of  a  lav.  A  State  (tSt 
your  federal  court  would  not,)  looking  up  evidence  to 
nullify  &□  act  of  Congress!  Look  a  litt&  further — an  act 
at  first  financial  and  veiy  constitutional  becomes,  by  its 
operatxHit  protective,  and  therefore  imconstitutioiud — 
dead.  And  who  can  tell  at  what  time  it  tUcd?  When 
was  this  good  law  eoorerted  into  a  dead  letter?  And  if 
tlus  be  so,  then  the  convene  proposition  is  true,  that  an 
act  of  Congress,  protective,  and  therefore  unconstitu- 
tional, at  first,  may,  by  the  course  of  events,  be  raised 
into  Aill  and  active  life  by  its  becoming  financial.  Sir,  can 
it  be  soioaaly  insisted  that  this  power  over  tlie  impost  is 
confined  ezdunvely  to  revenue,  or  that  it  has  annexed 
to  it  this  vague,  visionary,  inct^erent,  '*  inodental"  quali- 
which-nooe  can  define  or  understand?  It  is  most  mani- 
fest that  this  word  was  inserted  in  the  constitution  with  its 
then  ordinary  import,  force,  and  effect,  qualified  or  altered 
only  by  the  exceptions  and  Umitations  connected  with  it 
And  ait  of  such  a  ctiaracter  were  those  only  which  re- 
quire its  "  umformity,"  and  forbid  it  upon  "  expfn^." 

But  fi>r  what  other  purposes  than  revenue  was  this 
power  g^ven?  The  purpose  for  which  it  has  alwaya  been 
employed  by  other  national  and  b^  several  of  the  States 
was  conunotaali  and,  in  some  nations,  that  was  almost  its 
excluuve  purpose.  Other  modes  of  taxation  were  resort- 
ed to  for  revenue,  but  this  was  an  instrument  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce.  This,  when  the  constitution  was 
framed,  was  the  chief  engine  of  all  the  restrictions  and 
countervailing  restrictions  of  every  commercial  nation. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  were  suffering  from  this 
power  which  they  tiiemselres  were  unable  to  exercuet 
and  it  was  for  this  reason,  more  than  any  other,  that  they 
consented  to  adopt  the  constitution. 

Look  at  the  conaexioD  of  the  grant  to  lay  and  collect 
imposts  with  the  other  grants.  «  To  pay  the  debts,"  this 
is  one  purpose.  To  '*  provide  for  the  common  defence' 
and  general  welfare,"  is  this  a  substantive  grant?  If  it  is, 
it  includes  the  protection  of  manufactures  Mid  every  thing 
else.  Is  it  a  purpose  or  design  of  other  grants?  That  ia^ , 
may  you  raise  and  appropriate  money  Si  discretion?  If 
so^  the  power  of  protection  is  included.  I  do  not  contend 
for  either  of  those  constructions.  Congress  has  power  to 
lay  and  collect  imposts  fbr  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
the  common  defence  aud  general  welfare,  viz.  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  other  specified  powers, 
one  of  which  is  the  "  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
fweign  nations,  and  among  the  se,veral  States  and  with 
the  Endian  tribes.'*  The  Senator  finm  South  Carolina,  in 
the  debate  on  the  tariff  of  1834,  and  he  seems  now  to  uige 
the  same  idea,  innsts,  that  as  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
nerea-is  ezpKssly  given,  and  that  to  regulate  agriculture 
and  manufactures  is  not,  it  is  clear  th&t  no  such  power  can 
be  inferred.  It  shall  be  my  purpose  to  examine  this  ob- 
Jeetitm,  and  I  shall  do  it  particularly;  and,  as  the  consti- 
tution u  heccnne  the  subject  of  ingenious  criticism,  and  is 
in  danger  of  beii^  frittered  away  in  this  manner,  I  shall 
indulge  in  a  close  ciamiaation,  even  at  the  expeoie  of  bc- 
ii^  thou^^t  pedantie. 

Xow,  nr,  what  was  the  known  signification  of  this 
word  **  commerce, "  when  it  was  inserted  in  the  constito- 
ti(H)?  I  will  give  its  literal,  its  historical  or  practical,  and 
its  pi^tical  or  scientific  definitioni.  The  best  lexico- 
graptiers  define  it,  "the  exchange  of  one  thing  for  ano- 
thert"  in  a  general  sense,  an  interchange  or  mutual  ex- 
change of  goods,  wares,  productions,  or  property  of  any 
kinc^  between  nations  or  individuals,  either  oj  barter  or 

purchase  and  Mle.  "  The  kx  meitaiona  mcludea  in 
the  word  whatever  is  transacted  in  the  way  of  barter,  pur- 
chase, or  sale. "  Dr.  Anderson  comprehends  in  commerce, 
"  navigation,  coloiues,  manufiu^rest  fisheries,  mines^ 
jfrienttur^  and  mop^  eoMeiBP." 


The  Edinburgh  Encyclopedia  Bays  of  commerce,  tha' 
Uie  word  is  frequently  used  in  the  limited  sense  of  mer- 
CMitile  intercourse  with  a  foreign  country,  while  trade  is 
made  to  denote  traffic  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  same 
country.  Strictly  speaking,  however,  there  is  no  founda- 
tion for  this  distinction,  either  word  being  entitled,  both 
by  e^molosy  and  decisive  authmi^,  to  a  comprelwDiiTe 
and  generM  interpretation.  Either  nunr,  therefore,  be 
defined,  in  its  broadest  sense,  "an  exchange  of  com  mo- 
di ties,  whether  the  object  of  die  exchange  be  consumption 
or  resale  at  a  profit." 

Ur.  Say,  the  most  scientific  theorist  on  political  econo- 
my, includes  in  it  all  products  of  agricultural  and  manu- 
facturing industry.  He  observes,  that  industiy,  limited 
to  the  collection  of  natural  products,  is  a|pouitural(  em- 
ployed in  aeverifw,  compounding,  or  ftshiontng  them  to 
the  satis&ction  or  our  wants,  is  manufiicturingt  and  in 
placing  these  within,  which  before  were  beyond  our 
reach,  is  commercial.  From  all  these  we  come  down  to 
this  conclusion,  that  "commerce,"  as  understood  when  the 
constitution  was  adopted,  is  the  interchange  or  mutual  ex- 
change of  tiie  products  of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
Now,  it  is  very  true  that  the  CMiititQtion  does  not  mnt 
power  to  regukte  agriculture  and  manufactures,  but  it 
does  grant  the  power  to  r^^te  the  exchange  o(  thdr 
products.  Had  the  constitution  conferred  on  Congress 
the  power  to  regulate  agriculture  and  manufiustures,  it 
would  have  conferred  too  much;  lhat  is,  in  what  manner 
these  shall  be  produced,  or  whether  at  all.  Had  it  con- 
ferred the  power  to  regulate  the  products  of  agriculture 
and  Ibanufactures,  it  would  have  amounted  to  about  the 
aame.  But  had  it  conferred  the  power  to  regulate  tbe 
interchange,  or  mutual  exchange  of  these  products,  tt 
would  have  done  circuitousty  what  it  lias,  in  part,  dtme 
concisely,  and  distinctly,  and  much  more  appropriately. 

Take  away  from  commerce  the  products  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  and  tttere  is  nothing  left;  labor  and  ca- 
pital are  the  agent,  the  products  of  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures the  object,  and  commerce  is  the  action.  Now, 
take  away  the  object,  and  there  is  notlung  on  which  to 
act.  And  how  can  you  act  when  thm  is  nothiiw  to  do? 
Without  tiiMe  products,  commerce  is  a  mm  Ideal  bungi 
it  is  even  tea%  it  is  the  merest  abstraction;  there  is  nothSlur 
m  it  tangibk^  ostenuble,  or  imaginable.  You  may  as  wul 
conceive  of  roundness  withouta  ball,  of  smoothness  with- 
out a  surface,  motion  without  something  to  be  moved,  a 
quality  without  the  tldng  qualified,  as  of  commerce  without 
the  objects  of  exdiange. 

Navigation  is  not  commerce,  and  no  power  is  ^ven  to 
regttbde  thia.  It  li  the  veldcle,  the  instrument,  by  wtuch 
commerce  is  carried  on.  It  is  even  less  essential  to  com- 
merce than  the  products  of  agriculture  and  manu&cturett 
because  without  these  there  can  be  no  commerce;  and 
without  the  interctiange  of  these,  commerce  is  a  misno- 
mer. And  where  is  your  power  to  regulate  seamen,  as 
another  instrument  of  commerce?  Yet  this  never  haa 
been  questioned. 

And  what  is  ttus  power  to  "  reguhite?"  It  is  to  make 
ruks  to  govern.  And  what  is  a  rule  ?  It  is  a  Uw.  We 
all  remember  when,  in  our  incipient  studies,  we  were 
taught  that  a  law  was  "  a  rule  of  civil  conduct,  prescribed 
by  the  supreme  power  of  a  State,  eommamUng  what  is 
right,  and  forbidd'mg  what  is  wrong."  The  supreme  is 
the  legislative  power;  and  thia  must  be  supreme  over  the 
subject-matter  and  person  on  wtuch  it  is  called  to  act;  and 
the  «  right  or  wron^*  is  determined  by  the  decree  of  tb« 
judiciary,  to  whom,  in  free  Govenunents,  this  du^  is  con- 
fided. The  word  rule,  i%  in  the  constitution  synonymous 
with  law.  ''Uniformittles  of  naturalization,"  and  *' rules 
for  the  government  of  the  army  and  navy,"  are  made  by 
enactments,  and  are,  to  alt  intents  and  purposes,  laws. 
To  regulate  commerce,  therefore,  is  to  preioribe  rules  to 
govern  the  exchange  of  the  product*  or  agiioutuire  and 
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nunufiicturest  uid  it  is  a  power  over  the  whole  subject' 
nutter,  except  where  restrained  by  the  constitutioa  itself. ; 
It  would  seem  to  me  that  this  inference  1«  irreostiblr,  and 
that,  unless  the  regulation  of  commerce  includes  HuA  of; 
ttie  exdbange  of  its  objects,  itis  nothing  bat  an  ^straction. 

But  if  I  am  wrongs  in  thi^  the  constitution  has  fiuled 
of  its  dean.  It  originated  in  the  want  of  power  to  re-, 
uprocate  the  faror,  and  retaliate  the  injuries  of  foreign 
nations  on  tiiis  very  subject  of  trade.  This  power  of  pro- 
tecting our  own  manufacturer  was  urged  as  the  chief  rea- 
son for  its  adoption.  Some  States  had,  notwithstanding 
the  svticles  of  confederation,  undertdcen  to  ezpouna 
treaties.  Congress,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1797,  came  to 
the  fidlowing  resolution : 

"Bembal^  That  the  Le^lature  of  the  several  States 
cannot  explain,  limit,  or  control,  a  national  treaty,  but 
such  treaties  are  the  supreme  laws  at  the  land*  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  confederation.*' 

In  1764,  April  30,  a  resolution  of  Congress  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  vest  the  United  States  in 
CoogKM  assembled,  &r  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with 
power  to  prohibit  any  goods  from  being  imported  Into,  or 
exported  from,  any  of  the  States,  in  vessels  belonging  to, 
or  navigated  by,  the  subjects  of  any  Power  with  whom  the 
United  States  have  not  ibnoed  any  treaties  of  iMimmerce; 
and,  also,  of  prohibiting  the  subjects  of  any  for^gn  State, 
&c.  unless  authorized  by  treaty,  from  importing  into  the 
United  States  any  goods,  &c.  which  are  not  the  produce 
or  maoufkcture  of  the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whoae 
subject  they  are. — S  MetnUu^t  IKosAH^gftm,  70. 

**The  id<s  of  compelling  Great  Britain  to  relax  some- 
what of  the  rigors  other  system,  by  i^ipoai^  it  with  re- 
gulations equally  restr^livc,  seeins  to  have  been  generally 
taken  up."— K  69. 

So  also  note,  Mr.  Adams's  letter,  recmnmending  that 
Congress  riioold  have  the  power. 

"The  Boston  petitioners  request  that  the  numemis  im- 
pontions  of  the  British  on  the  trade  and  exports  of  these 
States  may  be  fin^nrith  cootraTened,  by  siimlar  expe^ 
cnti  on  OUT  part.'*— J!^  77. 

*'  The  Penn^lvania  memcffial,  after  stating  that  other 
nations  will  not  be  restrained  by  any  apprehensons,  as 
long  as  ^e  power  remains  severally  with  the  States,  of 
being  met  by  any  consistent  and  enectual  restrictions  on 
our  part,  |H«ys  Congrcn  to  recommend  to  the  SUtes  to 
give  it  the  necemy  power  over  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States.**— Jii.  78. 

IVashingtofl,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  Great  Britain,  thus 
states;  "They  (the  people)  now  see  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  a  general  controUtt^f  power,  and  are  address- 
^  their  respective  assemblies  to  grant  it  to  Congress.**— 

Again:  "I  do  not  see  that  we  can  long  exist  as  a  nation, 
without  lodging  somewhere  a  power  which  will  pervi^e 
Ae  wbdeUnioni  Inasenergeticamanner  astheanthMily 
oTthe  State  GoTenmieats  extends  over  tiw  ttveral  States." 

Ji.  95. 

*'  Boppoe^  as  haa  been  contended,  thatthe  federal  power 
of  taxation  were  to  be  confined  to  duties  on  imports,  it  is 
evident  that  the  want  of  being  able  to  command  other  re- 
sources would  ftequentiy  be  tempted  to  extend  those  du- 
ties to  an  injurious  excess." — 1  jFederaU^t  No-  35,  p.  18. 

The  more  intelUgent  adversaries  of  the  constitution 
■dnut  the  necessi^  «  the  power  of  taxation,  but  they 
quali^  their  admiision  by  a  mstinetion  between  what  they 
call  iotemal  taxations;  the  latter  of  which  they  explain 
into  commercial  imposts,  or  rather  duties  on  imported  ar- 
ticles; they  declare  themselves  willing  to  concede  to  the 
Federal  Government."— 1  Federaitat,  No.  30,  p.  19. 
•  "  Our  manu&ctures  are  another  great  object  which  has 
received  no  encounq^emeiit  by  nationsl  duties  on  foreign 
manu&cture^  and  they  never  can,  by  any  authori^  in  the 
old  confederation. 


*<  The  question  is,  have  these  been  encounged^  Haa 
Congress  been  able,  by  national  laws,  to  prevent  the  im- 
portation of  such  fordgn  commodities  as  are  made  by  niw 
materials  as  we  ourselves  r«se." — J£-.  /fawcs,  of  Mr. 
EUiot'B  Debateo^  lwtLp.76. 

"  Mr.  Pierce  (opposed  to  the  constitution)  was  aftaid 
the  impost  would  be  abandoned  for  direct  taxation.*' — 
Id.  91. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  New  York,  proposed  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  when  the 
moneys  ari»ng  from  imposts  and  excise  should  be  insuffi- 
«ent,  then  a  requintion  for  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Btatee 
shouU  be  made,  and,  on  refusal.  Congress  should  levy  the 
tax."— 1  JBlliot't  Debaiety  p.  29*-5. 

"  Chancellor  Livingston,  in  objecting  to  this  amend- 
ment, remarked  that  if  the  manunctvres  of  this  country 
were  always  to  be  in  a  state  of  infancy,  if  the  amendment 
were  onljr  a  temporary  expedient,  the  provision  mig^it 
consist' with  good  policy;  but,  at  a  future  day,  an  en- 
laired  population  will  render  us  a  manufacldring  people; 
Uie  imposts  will  then  necessariK  lessen,  and  ute  public 
wants  will  call  fcv  new  sources  of  revenue." — M.  p.  303. 

"  Mr.  George  Mason  opposed  the  power  to  lay  direct 
taxeB."_3£dW,p.  64. 

Mr.  Madison.  "Direct  taxes  will  only  be  recurred  to 
for  great  purposes." — Id.  96. 

"  Mr.  Nicholas.  Money  cannot  be  raised  more  judi- 
ciously than  by  imposts.  It  is  not  felt  by  the  people.  But 
he  insisted  that  the  power  of  direct  taxation  waa  necessa^ 
ry.*'— At  98. 

**  Mr.  Manhall  answered  the  objection,  that  Arect  tax- 
ation was  unnecessary." — H.  187. 

**Mr.  Monroe  contended  against  direct  taxation,  be- 
cause the  impost  and  back  lands  were  sufiicient." — Id.  232. 

Mr.  Madison.  "I  admit  that  the  impost  will  increase 
until  the  population  becomes  so  great  as  to  compel  us  to 
recur  to  manufiictures." — Id.  33£ 

Mr.  Spencer,  of  N.  C.  **I  would  pvc  them  the  power 
of  lapng  imposts^  and  I  would  give  Hwm  power  to  by 
and  oduct  exdses.  I  conftss  that  Ab  u  a  kind  of  tax 
that  1  would  with  great  reluctance  agree  to  exercise.  But 
it  is  obvious  that,  unless  such  exoses  were  admitted,  the 
public  burden  will  all  be  borne  by  those  parts  the  com- 
munity which  do  not  mamUkcture  for  tbemselvcs.**— S 
EOiat,  p.  77. 

Mr.  WilsoiH  of  Pennsylvania,  "lite  firture  c«dlection 
of  the  duties  and  imposts  wlU,  in  the  opiiuon  of  some,  au< 
persede  tiie  necesrity  of  havmg  recourse  to  internal  taxa- 
tion. "~3  ElUol,  p.  289. 

Mr.  Wilson  again,  on  the  same  subject  **  It  is  not  an 
important  object  to  extend  our  manunctures  and  our  com* 
merce."— 282. 

*<  Mr.  Martin,  of  Maryland,  proposed,  in  the  conven- 
ti<Hi  for  forming  the  constitution,  that  requisition  should 
precede  direct  taxation.**— 4  £^01^  Yate/a  Min.  30. 

"  MssiKuhusrtts  eonvention  ratified  the  eonstitutiMi,  and 
proposed,  among  other  smendments,  that  Congrese  do 
not  lay  direct  taxes  but  when  the  moneys  ariung  tram  the 
impost  and  exdseare  insuffident  for  the  pubKc  exigencies; 
nor  then,  until  Congress  sliall  have  fint  made  a  tcqwaition 
upon  the  States."— 4  Elket,  210. 

South  Carolina.  "  The  General  Gorerament  of  the 
United  States  ought  never  to  impose  direct  taxes  but 
where  the  mone^  arising  from  dw  duties  on  imposts  and 
exdse  are  ifwiffictent  fiv  the  public  eugeaues;  nor  then, 
until  Congress  shall  have  made  requisition  upon  the 
States."— 4  ElSot,  214. 

**  New  Hampshire  in  nearly  the  same  words." — Id. 
"New  York,  nearly  the  same."— Jtf.  318. 
Rhode  Island.    "No  direct  taxes  without  preriotts  re- 
quirition,  nor  without  the  cmwent  itt  three^fburthi  of  the 
States."— 335. 
"In  the  preamble  of  the  act  (MT  the  aSd  Jidj,  1789, 
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tJie  reuon  of  thftt  tariff  ia  alleged  to  be  to  pay  debt!  and 
protect  domestic  tnuia&tures." — 1789,  Jlrat  temoa. 

•*To  complete  a  tera|K)nrjr  aystem  (of  revenue)  in 
time  to  cnmace  the  B|ning  importationa,  Hr.  Maoaon 
presented  the  Kheme  of  impoat  wluch  had  been 
mended  by  tiie  former  Congress,  and  had  already  received 
the  appnmation  of  a  majonty  of  the  States;  to  wbtcb  he 
addedapropantion'foratonnafeduh'.  Mr.  Pitzsimmona, 
of  Fenn^lratua,  moved  to  en&irge  the  catalt^e  of  spe- 
cific duties,  to  tnchide  thoae  calculated  to  encoura^  the 
prodactioas  of  our  own  country,  and  protect  our  in&nt 
manufactures,  aod  others  tending  to  operate  aa  aumptuary 
reatrictiom  upon  articlei  ai  luxury.  But  tbouni  the 
nroprie^sceroedtoheadmitted,  yet  tiie  time  vm  tbouffht 
insufficient  for  a  pemaaent  and  eztennre  plan." — 5  Mar- 
duilk  190. 

**  Hr.  Ibbdison  consented  to  subjoin  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  F.,  and  it  was  received.  But  a  differ* 
encc  of  opinion  arose  on  filUi^  the  blanks,  as  to  particu- 
lar articles,-  and  no  ioctnwdciwile  dep«e  of  watchfiilneas 
was  dbcovered  lest  diose  States  which  were  more  popu- 
lous, and  whoM  manufiu:tnrea  wa«  in  greatw  (nt^^ress, 
should  lay  protecting  dutiea,  whereby  the  indnatry  of  one 
part  of  tioe  Union  would  be  encouraged  by  prenuums 
chatted  on  the  labor  of  another  part" — Id.  191. 

"  On^e  tonnage  question,  Mr.  Madison  supported  the 
affirrnative,  that  we  ooeibt  to  have  vessels  enough  to  an- 
swer  all  the  purposes  of  our  commerce,  to  form  a  school 
fiiraeainen,and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  anavyt  and  if  this 
were  a  buiden  on  some  parts  of  the  Uraon,  they  ought  to 
bear  it  fbr  the  pidilie  good."— ^  193. 
,  Too  see  then,  air,  after  the  constitiition  was  adopted 
and  pot  in  operation,  what  was  the  understanding  of  it  by 
those  who  contributed  to  its  formation  and  adoption.  The 
very  first  public  general  law,  approved  on  the  memora- 
ble fourth  of  July,  1789,  bore  upon  the  face  of  it  its  de- 
■gn  to  protect  domestic  manufactures.  If  the  constitution 
hu  been  Ti<dated,  the  enormia  was  eomntitted  by  its 
framers  and  adopters,  by  the  very  first  act  which  they  did 
aifter  tbeir  rotes  to  support  it,  luid  this,  too,  on  the  glori- 
ous anniversary  of  our  independence.  Its  death-wound 
was  inflicted  at  its  birth — ay,  wantonly  inflicted — ^there 
was  no  nustake — ^no  plea  of  ignorance  to  shelter  them; 
the  protection  of  manu^tiires  stood  in  glaring  capitals, 
conspicuously  on  its  front.  And,- strangle  to  tell!  that, 
firom  that  tirao  down  to  1834,  though  we  had  had  protec- 
tion upon  proteetiot,  and  had  experienced  a  partisBii 
warflwe,  in  irti'wh  the  constants  were  violent  a^d  vin^- 
tive,  ai^  not  over-fiutidious  about  their  weapons,  not  a 
Um  was  uttered  of  this  usurpation,  nor  the  least  pretence 
of^ die  nnconstitntionality  oi  a  proteetire  tariff.  Sir,  I  put 
these  historical  facts  against  all  the  arguments  made,  or 
to  be  made,  Z  car*  not  how  ingenious,  subtle,  or  power- 
ful. .  Wadhingtoa,  Hanrifton,  Madison,  and  a  host  of 
others  who  made  this  same  constitution,  could  not  have 
mistaken  its  design  in  this  respecti  and  tiiey  dther  were 
r^^  in  die  exerrise  of  this  power,  or  wiUul  and  wicked 
usurpers. 

Sir,  it  is  most  certidn  that  if  revenue  must  be  the  chief 
object  of  an  impost,  it  is  excluded  from  every  other  pur- 
stut,  as  well  as  the  protection  of  manufactures.  How, 
tbeu,  could  the  tonnage  act  be  justified.'  How  could  the 
fiunous  resolutions  of  Ur.  Madison,  of  1794,  discriminat- 
ing* against  nations  having  no  commercial  treaties  with  us, 
be  justified?  Now  let  us  see  what  have  been  the  Exeeu- 
tire  opimon  and  practice  on  this  subject. 

WashiTig^'B  inaugural  addrest. 

"The  advancement  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
msuiuJfacture,  by  all  proper  means,  will  not,  I  trust,  need 
recmnmendaUon.  But  I  cannot  fcn^ear  intimating  to  you 
the  expedienoy  of  giving  effectual  encouragement,  as 
vdl  to  the  SntKQduetitjn  of  new  and  usefld  inventions 


from  abroad,  as  to  the  exertions  and  dcill  in  producing 

them  at  home." 
Wis  this  for  revenue? 

Mr.  Jcffersm's  report  of  23d  February,  1793.  made 
purmisnt  to  a  rescAution  of  the  House  of  the  14th  Fe- 
bruary, 1791: 

*<  Where  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our  produc- 
tions, or  prohibits  them  altogether,  it  may  be  proper  for 
us  to  do  the  same  by  thdrs,  first  burdening  or  excluding 
those  productions  which  they  bring  here  in  competition 
with  our  own  of  the  same  kind,  impoung  on  them  duties 
lower  at  first,  but  heavier  and  heavier  afterwards,  as  other 
channels  of  supply  open." 

Not  for  revenue,  surely. 

Message,  November,  1804,  he  submits: 

*<  Whether  the'greatintereats  of  agriculture,  manuTac 
ture^  commerce,  and  navigation,  can,  within  the  pale  of 
jrour  constitutional  powers,  be  aided  in  any  of  their  rela- 
tions."  Nothing  of  revenue  in  all  this. 

Again:  "An  immediate  prohibition  of  the  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition  is  submitted  to  your  conndera- 
tion."  Norintlus. 

Message  of  December,  1806: 

"  ShMl  we  suppress  the  impost  and  give  that  advan- 
tage to  foreign  over  domestio  manubctures?"  TlUs  looln 
like  protection. 

Mr.  Madison's  message,  December,  1810; 

"  Although  other  objects  will  press  more  immediately 
oQ  your  denberations,  a  portion  of  them  cannot  but  be 
well  bestowed  on  the  just  and  sound  policy  of  securing 
to  our  manufiwtures  the  success  tiiey  have  attanied,  and 
are  still  attaiiung,  under  the  impulse  of  causes  not  per> 
manent;  and  to  our  navigation  the  fidr  extent  of  which  it 
is  at  present  abridged  by  the  unequal  regulations  of 
fordgn  Governments."   This  too  is  protection. 

In  the  clause  of  the  constitution  which  def:iares  that 
Congress  riiall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
fore^  nation^  and  ammg  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  indiui  tribes,  tiie  wotd.  **cMnmerce'*  COTiprehends 
"navigation)"  and  a  power  to  regulate  navigation  is  as 
exprenly  granted  as  if  that  term  had  been  added  to  the 
word  "commerce."— OtMou  vs.  0edm,9  Wheat.  189, 
193. 

"  Exceptions  from  apower  mark  its  extent." — lb.  191. 

"The  power  to  regulate  commerce  extends  to  every 
species  of  coomiercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations,  snd  among  the  several  States." 
i«.  193. 

"  Like  all  other  powers,  it  is  complete  in  itself,  ma;^  be 
exercised  to  Its  utmost  extent,  and  has  noother  limitations 
thanstichas  are  prescribed  it  by  the  constitution." — lb. 
195. 

*'  It  is  the  power  to  prescribe  rules  by  which  commerce 
is  to  be  governed.  It  seems  to  imply  in  its  nature  foil 
power  over  the  thing  to  be  regulated,  and  necessarily 
excludes  the  action  of  all  others  that  would  perform  the 
same  operation  on  the  same  llung." — A.  209. 

Sir,  unless  the  United  States  have  an  uhiroate,  effectual 
decision  and  determination  of  conflicts  between  State  and 
federal  power,  the  constitution  ia  a  misnomer.  A  consti- 
tution of  government,  and  no  power  to  govern  without  the 
consent  of  the  constituent?  Legislative  auth(Hity  to  make 
laws,  to  be  executed  only  at  the  will  of  those  onwhomlli^ 
are  to  operate?  Judiciatyand  Elxecutivepower  tobemet 
and  opposed  with  effect,  by  those  from  whom  these  pow- 
ers emanated?  A  Government  contuning,  in  its  constitu- 
tion, a  revolutionary  principle  which  can  destroy  it?  And 
yet  this  denominated  aGovemment!  Palpable absur^t^y. 
Your  confederation  was  a  "  perpetual  league,"  and  its 
energies  would  be  exerted  upon  the  different  members 
only  oy  advice,  or  actual  force,  war.  The  name  and  na- 
ture of  this  was  changed,  and  we  have  a  constitoti<Hi  con- 
ferring legislative,  judidaty,  and  u^utire  powers  as 
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'  abK^ote  upon  those  matters  on  whitdi  tii^  are  deaigned 
to  acl^  aftsux^  poweri  can  be. 

I  am  avare  that,'  at  tiinei,  Sutei  have  attempted  to  pot 
on  ain,  and  set  up  tbeir  own  against  federail  opinions. 
But  ttiey  have  always  been  in  the  Vfvoogt  and  were  com- 
pelled to  retract.  Virginia,  in  her  famous  resolutions 
i^inst  the  alien  and  sedition  acts,  as  they  were  called, 
«  as  supposed  to  advance  the  doctrine  that  a  State  could 
annul  a  law  of  Congjess,  on  the  ground  tha^  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  State,  it  was  uneonstitiitionaL  But,  by  recent 
explanation,  it  is  believed  Virgiiua  did  not  intend  to  go  so 
ftr.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  she,  in  about  ten  years  after- 
wards, disavowed  the  principle  entirely.  It  was  at  the 
time  Penn^'lvania  was  disposed  to  measure  her  strength 
with  tiiat  of  the  United  States,  hi  Olmstead's  case.  It 
seeiDs  the  Legislature  bad  ordered  out  the  militia  to  resist 
the  marsbsl  in  the  execution  of  a  precept,  issued  under 
the  authtnitf  of  the  Umted  Stateif  and,  on  the  pretext 
that  the  decinon  of  the  court  was  wrong.  General  Bright 
marched  this  army  against  the  marshal,  who  hul  nothing 
but  his  precept  to  defend  him.  He,  nevertheless,  in  the 
presence  of  this  hostile  force,  executed  his  precept,  and 
the  General  marched  his  army  **  back  agun."  It  was  on 
tluB  occssion  that  Penn^lvania  applied  to  the  other  States 
for  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  to  establish  some 
other  tribunal  to  determine  conflicting  chums  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  a  State  and  the  Federal  GoremmenL  Then 
Vii^cua,  with  great  unaninuty,  answered  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  was  the  most  siut^le  tribunal,  and  that  the 
constitution,  in  this  respecL  is  very  well  as  it  is. 

At  the  tiroes  of  the  embargo  and  war,  my  own  State, 
and  some  others,  urged  up<Hi  Congress  their  nullifying 
doctrines.  I  have  some  resson  to- remember  it:  although 
it  was  scarcely  safe  to  attempt  to  renst  the  infatuation, 
yet,  at  every  hazard,  I  condemned  it  as  a  usurpation. 
And,  «r,  1  will  enforce  the  same  objeetiont  and  argu- 
ments to  all  who  maintain  the  same  doctrines^  at  any  time, 
and  in  any  section  of  the  Union.  These,  sir,  were  m^ 
•entiments  then.  [Here  Mr.  U.  read  a  passage  from  his 
own  speech  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  in  1814.] 
These  are  my  sentiments  now.  Then,  I  was  sustained 
and  encourwed  in  these  doctrines  many  members  of 
Congress  whom  I  now  see  around  me.  But  "ieo^iora 
m^iUur,  et  mutanmr  in  itUt/"  and  what  was  **  moral 
treason"  then, may  be  patriotism  now.  Have  they  all  aposta- 
tized— all  gone  and  left  me'  No,  I  see  one.  it  is  a  con- 
solation— am  not  left  entirely  alone.  But  I  wiU  quit  this, 
which  may  savor  of  egotism,  and  give  jrou  aometbing  hr 
better. 

Pstricic  Henry,  in  his  address  to  the  people  of  Char- 
lotte, speakitw  of  the  Vii^nia  resolutions,  remarked  that 
**the  State  had  quitted  the  sphere  in  which  the  constitu- 
tion had  placed  her,  and,  in  daring  to  pronounce  upon 
fedecal  laws,  bad  gone  out  of  her  jurisdiction  in  a  manner 
not  warranted  by  any  authority,  and  in  the  highest  degree 
alarming  to  every  considerate  mam  that  such  opposition,  on 
the  part  of  Virginia,  to  the  acts  of  the  General  Government, 
must  beget  their  enforcement  by  militsry  power;  that  this 
would  probably  produce  civil  war;  civil  war,  foreign  alli- 
ancesi  and  that  foreign  alliances  munt  necessarily  end  in 
aubjugation  to  the  Powers  called  in." 

*' Congress  were  aa  much  our  representatives  as  the 
Assembly,  and  had  as  good  a  rifjixt  to  our  confidence.  He 
had  seen,  with  regret,  the  unlimited  power  over  the  purse 
and  sword  consigned  to  the  General  Govemmentf  but  be 
had  been  overruled,  and  it  was  now  necessary  to  submit 
to  the  constitutional  exerdsc  of  that  power.  If,"  said 
he,  "1  am  aiked  what  is  to  be  done,  when  a  people  feel 
themselves  intolerably  oppressed,  my  answer  is  ready — 
overturn  the  Government.  But  do  not,  1  beseech  you, 
carry  matters  to  this  length  without  provocatbn."— 
mrPa  F.  B.  374-5. 

Sir,'  I  impute  no  improper  motives  to  the  complunts  or 


discontents  of  an^  pmtion  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I  con- 
sider the  nulUAnng  power  obuined  by  a  State,  pemidoua 
at  any  time,  and  any  where.  And,  sir,  aUov  me  to  add, 
that  the  effect  of  wa<Ai  doctrine,  with  the  precepts  and 
examples  of  South  Carolina,  are,  to  my  ndnd,  mdeed, 
most  pernicious.  Had  these  complaints,  and  the  remedy, 
come  from  some  new  State,  scarcely  instructed  yet  in  the 
principles  of  our  confederated  republic,  we  miriit  have 
ascribed  them  to  rashness,  <x  want  of  instmction,  and 
treated  them  **aa  the  capridoua  squalls  of  a  child,  who 
dont  know  whether  it  is  aggrieved  not."  Butcomin|r 
from  a  State  always  and  still  distinguished,  as  well  for  her 
intelligence  and  patriotism,  as  for  her  politeness  and  ur- 
banity, the  tendency  and  efTect  is  to  be  deprecated  in 
proportion  to  the  high  source  whence  the  cause  proceeds: 
for  if  these  things  are  found  in  the  green  tree,  what  may 
be  found  in  the  dty?  If  the*golden  vessels  of  our  politi- 
cal sanctuary  are  thus  marred,  what  is  to  becmne  of  the 
earthen  pitchers^  If  the  sturdy  oak  thus  bends  its  miges* 
tic  branches  to  the  blast,  how  is  it  to  fare  with  the  hyssop 
upon  the  wall?  If,  in  fine,  South  Carolina  can  inculcate 
these  precepts,  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  what  may  we 
not  expect  of  others  in  the  spirit  of  &ction? 

I  now  quit  the  discusnon  of  the  constitutional  question, 
which  hss  detained  me  much  longer  than  I  intendeii,  and 
inquire  bow  the  Federal  Government,  in  its  operations, 
failed  to  secure  to  tiie  people  Uie  great  objects  antidpated 
and  intended.  Is  the  lecture  of  the  distress  and  tuin  tiS 
the  South,  as  drawn  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
real?  And  has  this  desolation  come  upon  them  so  sud- 
den? If  so,  I  say  with  Patrick  Henry,  "overturn  tiie 
Government."  In  the  language  of  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, it  having  failed  to  secure  to  the  people 
"  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,"  it  is  your 
right  to  alter  and  entirely  id>olish  it.  But  remember,  the 
moment  you  take  HbM  ground,  you  are,  at  the  State*  wae 
vftto  made  that  declaration,  in  a  positiTC  TCTOlotioD,  and 
out  of  the  pale  of  the  constitution. 

But  nr,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  evils  which  we  have 
heard  described  with  such  feeling  and  touching  eloquence, 
must  be  either  imaginary  or  greatly  exaggeratra.  In 
1S24,  in  discuiung  the  subject  the  tariff,  that  Senativ 
thus  describes  Oie  then  concUtion  of  the  pet^  of  the 
United  States: 

*'  Frederick  the  Great  could  make  his  subjects  so  prc*> 
perous,  that  every  family  Aould  enioy  on  the  Sabbatfl 
day  the  luxury  of  a  meat  £nner.  All  classes  of  our  peo- 
ple are  supplied  with  food,  not,  as  in  many  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, a  single  kind,  and  of  insufficient  quantity,  but  in  a 
great  variety,  and  in  vast  abundance — they  have  conve- 
nient dwellings,  sufficient  fuel,  warm  and  comfortable 
clothinff,  and  these  blesshigs  are  poasesaed  to  an  extent 
wUch  leaves  no  room  for  ctmplaint  in  any  part  of  the 
country.  We  possess,  too,  the  means  of  educating  our 
children." 

Now,  in  little  more  than  seven  short  years,  they,  from 
this  high  eminence,  this  summit  of  human  happiness,  are 
plunged  into  the  deepest  and  darkest  abyss  of  misery  and 
despur.  In  looking  at  the  population  of  the  cotton-grow- 
ing States,  viz.  South  Carotins,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Misnsnppi,  and  Ixnusiana,  1  find  that,  in  1820^  it 
was  1,633,889,  and  in  1830,  3,371,748,  giving  an  increase 
in  ten  years  748,899,  or  nearlpr  fifty  per  cent.t  and, 
while  allowing  a  proportionate  gam  upon  the  increase  for 
the  next  ten  yean,  it  will  double  in  twenty  years.  Now, 
whether  the  means  of  subustence,  the  comforts  of  life, 
precede  or  follow  an  increase  (tf  population,  it  is  certain 
that  one  always  treads  very  closely  on  the  heels  of  the 
other.  If  tlus  then  is  to  be  relied  on,  here  is  an  iwUea- 
tion  of  prosperity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  man. 
Further:  the  great  ktapte,  the  chief  industry  of  ttiese 
people,  is  cotton  planting.  Let  us  see  the  result  of  dkese 
products  a|  two  given  periods^  1831  and  1830: 
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Jav.  30,  1833.] 


2%e  Tariff- 


1821. 
lbs.  134,993,404^ 
920,157,484 


1830.      I  Gain. 
290,314,937  165,318,532 
$39,674,883  19,517.399 


By  theM  rewlts  ve  lee  %  popuUthm  doubling:  in  tvecty 
years,  inereMinff  the  export  of  iti  gjeat  staple  ODc-half  in 
Tatue,  and  neany  three-ftfUu  in  quaati^.  increaguig  the 
home  cunsumptian  of  the  same  article  at  least  one-tudf  in 
the  same  period,  and  furniahtnff  io  it  more  than  half  of  all 
the  domeatie  exports  of  the  United  States)  and  yet  withia 
the  last  semi  years  fUlen  into  the  rcraoa  of  despur.  Sir. 
if  tlus  is  BO.  it  js  ft  paradox  that  would  eonfennd  and  para- 
lyze every  political  economist  »nd  statesman  who  ever 
wrote.  See  what  they  were  in  1824 — a  true  picture,  I 
admit  See  what  they  now  are  described  to  be— the  imst 
appaUiii|-  picture  of  desolation  I  ever  witnessed.  Ossian 
himself  could  not  have  surpassed  it.  *'  The  stream  is  re- 
moved from  iu  place  by  the  falling  of  the  walla,  the  ttus- 
tle  shakes  its  lonely  head,  the  moss  whistles  in  the 
wind,  the  fox  peeps  out  of  the  window,  and  tha  rank 
fnm  tiS  the  wail  waves  round  tus  head." 

One^ixth  of  the  population,  dwbled  in  twenty  years, 
nearly  doubling  the  vidue  oS  its  products  in  ten,  and 
iumishing,  in  a  sir^le  article,  more  than  half  your  domes- 
tic exports}  and  with  all  these  indications  of  prosperity, 
you  witness  discontent,  complaint,  and  lamentations^  the 
tariff  must  be  abolished  alto^rtker,  and  then  a  jubilee! 
The  KcnUeman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  RAxn].  wanU 
njubile«!  What!  another,  and  so  Hon^  too?  Bir.theone 
which  you  have  will  not  expire,  at  looneit.  until  the  4th 
of  Mareh.  1833;  and  now  you  would  luve  another  on  the 
back  of  this!  The  tribes  of  Israel  (and  they  were  a  dis- 
eonteated  set)  were  satisfied  with  one  year  in  fifly.  Then 
all  debts  were  cancelled,  all  prisoners  released,  and  those 
who  had  been  in  any  way  deprived  of  tlieir  lands  had  tliem 
restored.  Hie  poor  Indians  would,  I  think,  be  satisfied 
with  even  such  a  jubilee.  But.  on  the  4thof  March,  1829. 
you  blew  the  trumpet^  and  the  jubilee  was  announced  for 
Ibur  yean  at  least,  and  I  am  sure  nwre  and  greater  bless- 
mm  were  anticipated  than  the  Israelites  ever  enjoyed  in 
aU^their  jubilees-  Very  much  was  promised,  and  very 
much  too  was  realized.  Editors,  pottuiaaters.  and  con- 
tractors,  were  to  have  offices-— ana  it  was  so.  Ftieods 
were  to  be  rewarded,  and  enemies  punished— «nd  it  was 
so  with  a  vei^eancct  and  even  fiiends  were  massacred, 
who  were  a  stumbling-block  in  the  roadto  ambition.  Be- 
fimn  was  to  be  th<Mwi^  and  it  ia  so:  so  thorougt^  that 
the  prenlent  is  now  engi^g^.  moat  of  his  time,  in  re- 
forming  )us  own  reformation!  The  bank  was  to  be 
abobhed,  and  a  new  one  established,  based  on  the  public 
revennest  and,  as  there  ia  so  large  a  surplus  of  these,  all 
were  to  come  and  have  what  money  they  would!  I  mean 
all  the  ftiends  of  the  administration;  and  it  is  to  be  so; 
that  11^  if  the  question  can  be  postponed  until  after  the  next 
election!  And.  in  addition  to  tbese,  you  have  enjt^ed. 
and  are  itin  ei^jf^nng.  many  thii^  which  were  not  pro- 
raised.  The  PrcaUent  has  don<  what  no  other  roan  ever 
i6A.  or  can  dot  be  has.  as  it  were,  anmhtlated  space,  and 
an  American  nunister  is  near  to  the  court  to  which  he  is 
appointed  so  long  u  he  can  get  no  further  off.  He  has, 
moreover,  invented  a  siut  of  politics,  fit  for  any  size,  or 
any  fbrtn!  Are  you  a  democrat^  I  am  the  father  of  the 
democratic  party.  Are  you  for  amalgamation?  Seetiqr 
first  cabinet — poor  fellows!  Are  you  federalists?  See 
my  hst  frmr  to  <me.  The  federalists  bad  been  so  long 
nq^ected^  thati  was  determined  tomakevp for losttimel 
Are  you  agnDstappcnnting  members  of  Congress  to  office^ 
See  myprecepto.  Are  you  for  it?  See  my  practices. 
Are  you  against  internal  improvements?  See  my  Hays- 
ville  veto.  Are  you  fen- them?  See  an  act  of  the  same 
day,  embracing  the  same  principles:  «  Approved,  Andrew 
Jackson."  Are  you  for  nuUmcation?  I  had  no  power 
(do  you  aee)  to  execute  a  law,  nor  even  a  treirfy,  against 


the  will  of  a  "sovereign  State!"  Are  you  agfainst  it? 
Read  my  letter  to  the  Charieston  dinner  eaters.  Are  you 
against  the  bank?  Read  my  first  mess^^.  Are  you  fiv 
itr  Rend  vay  hat  And.  to  come  to  tile  subject  diref^tly 
before  ui^  ane  yoa  for  or  against  a  protective  tariff?  On 
that  subject  I  am  this,  that,  or  noUimg — predsely  as  you 
>lease.  gentlemen!  Now,  witii  all  these  blesnngs  pouring 
n  upon  you  like  a  torrent,  will  you  go  away?  No,  stay 
and  enjoy  this  jubilee!  What  a  delightful  variety!  Are 
younotfondof  varieQr?  If  ^  are.  you  never  ean  expect 
to  find  a  greater  than  under  tlus  nondescript  adndditnrtion. 

Sir.  tlw  dBhct  of  theobjedionato  theproteetiTa  ^stem 
are  the  same,  whether  they  be  to  ita  expediency  or  c<m- 
stitutiondity,  viz.  to  defeat  the  design  of  the  constitution. 
The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  South  CaroUna  is, 
that  restriction  should  never  be  resorted  to,  but  fin-  the 
purpose  of  coercing  other  nationa  to  abandon  their  re- 
strictive  s}-stems  on  us. 

Now.  tiie  exception  amounts,  in  practice,  to  nothing. 
Free  tnda  is  your  wowed  policy,  and  you  only  resort  to 
restriction  as  a  measure  coercive.  Tine  is  saying  at  once 
to  other  nations.  "  we  will  force  you.  if  we  can,  to  quit 
your  restrictive  measures  upon  our  commerce;  but  free 
trade  is  our  pcdicy,  and  if  you  will  not  yield,  we  must." 
Uke  the  case  of  two  men.  who  met  in  a  very  narrow  wayi 
one  called  out  to  tiie  other,  **tum  out,  and  let  mo 
pass;"  tbe  other  believing,  pertiaps,  that  he  had  an  equsj 
right  to  the  roed,  diw^arded  tbe  conunand,  and  remuned 
leisurely  in  bis  carriage.  Thelfirst  called  out.  **  sir,  if  you 
do  not  turn  outand  let  me  pass.  I  will— "  *' And  pray.  sr. 
what  wiUyoudo?"  "Why.sir.if  you  do  not  turn  out 
and  let  me  pass  you,  I  will— turn  out  and  let  you  pass 
me."  The  proporition.  therefore,  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  thus  stripped  of  its  uselew  and  inopera- 
tive exception,  is  nothi^  more  nor  less  than  a  preference 
a  paastve  to  an  active  commerce.  It  is  eiimbatieally 
Clunese.  If  other  nationa  make  it  a  part  of  their  per- 
manent poli^  to  encumbR  our  trade,  we  are  to  submit. 
The  whole  fre^t  and  ci{>ital  engaged  is  to  be  finreign. 
and  we  are  to  become  the  pasnve  sellers  and  buyers 
hiHne.  I  see.  rir,  we  have  stronger  indication  still  that  the 
Chinese  poUcy  is  gradually  puoitw  ground.  Our  late 
minister  to  England,  in  hia  miserable  arrangement"  in 
regard  to  the  colonial  trade,  after  hwrifw  ^en  to  British 
topnage  a  preference  slike  injurious  ana  dugranfiil  to  as. 
attempts  an  apology,  by  saying  that  it  will  always  be  tat 
our  benefit  for  other  nations  to  export  aurfOTeig^  produce; 
thatis,  that  they  should  have  a  preference.  And  ifapre- 
ference  in  the  exportation  of  our  foreign,  why  not  tn  our  do. 
mestic  production?  Take  the  Senator's  and  the  minister's 
propomtion  tt^ther,  and  there  will  be  very  little  ground 
to  complain  that  "  our  tonnage  is  dinunished." 

But  It  is  contended  tttat  protection  keeps  down  foreign 
competition,  and  enhances  the  priee  to  the  consumer. 
Now.  whether  the  impost  fiJls  on  the  consumer  or  pro- 
ducer, or  is  divided  between  them,  depends  upon  the  de- 
mand. If  the  producer  is  much  more  necesutated  to  sefl 
than  the  consumer  to  buy,  the  impost  fidls  on  the  first;  if 
the  reverse,  it  &lls  on  the  last;  if  the  necessity  is  equal, 
it  is  divided  between  both.  Diminish  the  number  of  pro- 
ducers, and  youdestroy  the  competition  in  the  production. 
Diminish  the  number  of  consumers,  and  you  effect  tbe 
same  in  the  oonsumption.  Hk  Senator  tells  ua  that  a  coat 
may  be  purdiased  chewier  in  Canada  than  in  the  United 
States.  Be  it  so;  and  what  would  be  the  result,  should 
you  withdraw  your  protection  from  your  own  wodlens' 
Should  it  Bupprev  the  American  fabric,  the  British  manu- 
fiwturer  would  be  almost  without  competition.  He  then 
could  iiiniisb  the  market,  and  establish  the  price.  Take 
a  simple  illustration.  In  a  country  village  there  are 
twenty  consumera'of  a  ringle  manuncture,  and  two  pro- 
ducers of  the  artick.  While  these  rival  artists  remsin, 
;  each  would  attempt  to  excel  tbe  othertMid  the  pnrchuen 
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■would  all  proflt  by  the  competition.  Let  one  of  the  two 
be  withdrawn,  and  I  mig^ht  put  the  question  to  ai»r  one 
who  heart  me— would  not  the  whole  twenty  suffer  by- 
being  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  single  producer,  who  mi^t, 
with  impunttjr,  demandhif  own  piice^  Further:  auppoae, 
in  Uie  same^vUlage,  twenty  producers  of  the  raw  material 
diouldfiimiahtiieaetwDnianafacturct.  Onthe  withdnml 
of  one,  would  not  these  twenty  eqtuUy  suifer  with  the 
eonsumers?  In  the  first  case,  they  mig^t  sell  to  one  of 
tiie  two  rirala;  now,  they  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  one  with- 
out a  rtvaL  Now,  if  Great  Britain  were  our  atde  m&nu- 
fiuiturer,  and  we  were  the  consumers  of  her  products, 
and  the  producers  to  her  of  the  raw  material,  why  would  Dot 
thtt  producers  of  this  Taw  materifel,  and  tl^  consumera  of 
the  minufiustared  avtiel^  be  as  much  in  her  power  at  in 
the  example  cited? 

But,  you  will  answer,  withdraw  protection,  and  fo- 
reign manuftctures  will  struggle  for  our  market;  the  com- 
petition we  lose  at  home  wiU  be  supplied  abroad.  But 
where  ?  We  must  take  the  commercial  work!  as  it  is,  and 
then  we  find  Great  Britain  capable  of  monopolizing  our 
whole  market  She  can  break  down  every  other  foreign 
eompetitioii. 

If  you  calculate  upon  refief  from  this,  by  supposing 
that  her  manufiicturers  will  so  compete  with  each  other, 
each  striving  for  the  preference  in  our  market,  you  have 
forgotten  her  whole  pc^y.  You  would  find  combina- 
tion and  monopoly,  instead  of  competition  and  rivatryi 
and  we  should  be  made  the  sport  of  her  capitalists,  and,  in 
effect,  be  recolonized.  But  the  Senator  Admits,  nay,  in- 
sists, tiiat  to  dimlm^  foreign  competition,  i»  to  enhance 
the  pricet  that  is  undoubtedhr  the  effect,  luileaa  them  it 
aewrefipondii^  inereaae  to  the  home  competition.  Make 
your  protecting  duties  ptdiibitory,  and  you  would  on- 
dot^tedly  burden  consumption,  uittil  the  competition  of 
produbera  should  be  greater  than  that  of  the  consumers. 
But  it  is  a  matter  of  net,  the  foreign  importation  it  not 
diminished,  but  is  increased,  and  regularly  increaung. 
Here,  then,  your  tariff  encourages  the  domestic  manu&c- 
ture,  without  dinumshtng  Uie  confumptkm  of  the  foreign. 
There  it,  therefore,  a  threefold  eompetitioii — the  foreign 
with  the  domestic  producer^  and  the  domestic  with  each 
other;  keeping  your  own  manufactures  to  their  good  be- 
havior, and  giving  the  greatest  stimulus  poamble  to  pro- 
duction. But  if  to  diminiah  foreign  competition 
enhances  the  price,  much  more,  therefore,  woidd  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  domestic  consumption  of  the  domestic  pro- 
ducti^  being  always  far  greater  than  that  of  tiie  fucign. 
It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  very  clear  that  the  present  low 
prices  are  accounted  for  in  the  competition  of  production, 
encouraged  by  the  protecting  system.  But,  let  us  have 
free  trade— free  trade.  Now,  sir,  this  notion  of  free  trade 
it  an  entire  &llacy.  Commerce  every  where  begun  by 
protection,  has  continued  by  protection,  and  is  a^ll  main- 
tained by  protection.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man  that 
it  should  be  otherwise.  It  it  the  veiy  "poUtica  of  na- 
ture" which  the  Senator  denres.  Should  evNy  commercial 
nation  now  q>ring  into  eustence,  organized  into  communi- 
ties as  they  now  are,  they  would,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,  resort  to  the  protecting  system.  Where  they  are 
disposed  to  a  perfect  reciprocity,  they  would  differ  at 
once  in  defining  it.  Suppose  all  men  honestly  disposed  to 
do  justice  to  each,  still  law  and  civil  government  would 
be  just  at  necessary  as  they  now  are :  for  they  would  never 
agree  what  was  justice.  Suppose  a  solitary  on  a  desolate 
iuand;  he  raises  hit  bread,  and  makes  lus  clothing,  and 
the  surplus  of  his  labor  is  worUi  nothing.  Another, 
a  mananctilrer  of  clothing,  is  cast  upon  the  same  island, 
and  bread  is  exchanged  for  clothing,  and  here  commences 
what  is  termed  "  exchangeable  value."  But  the  moment 
the  manufacturer  concludes  to  raise  his  own  bread  also, 
then  the  other  must  make  his  own  clothes  upun,  or  go 
naked.    Here  reciprocity  ceases,  and  protection  be|^ns. 
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Commerce,  from  the  first,  was  indebted  to  protection 
for  its  existence  and  its  growtii.  "The  Hanseatic  league" 
waa  formed  and  sustjuned  for  the  defence  of  commerce 
against  the  rovers,  (advocates  of  free  trade,)  who  made 
themselves  a  litde  too  free  with  the  legitimate  enterprises 
of  merchants.  Our  non-intercourse,  non4inportattDn,  and 
embMgo  laws  wero  refltrictions  upon  the  freedom  which 
was  practised  with  it  by  the  Britidi  <»dera  and  French 
decrees;  and  our  navy  tiM  very  lately  opented  at  a  re- 
striction upon  those  associated  gentlemen  m  thu  West  In- 
dia seas,  vulgarly  denominated  pirates. 

Adam  Smith  and  John  Baptiste  Say  wrote  for  Kurope, 
as  it  was,  and,  like  all  others,  in  opposing  the  abuaaof  a 
system,  they  have  become  adversaries  of  the  ^stem  itself; 
as  men,  bv  seeing  reUg^on  and  liber^  perverted,  have  be- 
come infidels  and  ^nmta.  Mr.  Say  observes,  <*  that  there 
is,  perhaps,  not  a  nati<m  in  Euro^  where  a  man  is  free  to 
(Uspose  of  his  industry  and  capital  in  what  manner  be 
pleases.  In  most  places  he  cannot  even  change  Iiis  oc- 
cupation, or  even  his  place  of  residence,  at  pleasure." 
But  even  here,  he  says  that  Smith's  nde,  that  "  every 
one  is  the  best  judge  how  to  employ  his  own  capital  and 
industry,"  admits  of  many  important  exceptions)  and 
admits  that  encmiragement  is  proper  whenever  the  "usual 
application  of  the  power  of  capital  is  contempUted  with 
distrust  or  disdain."  This  principle  of  Mr.  Bay  is  illus- 
trated by  the  doubt  and  prejudices  which  have  at  different 
times  been  felt  or  entertained  in  regutl  to  what  are  now 
our  most  important  products.  I  will  give  you  an  instance 
in  the  ulk  and  cotton. 

Silk.  Sully's  objections  to  Henry  IV,  against  the  pro- 
ductionofnlk.  *•  it  is^true  her  ^France's)  dunste  denies 
her  silk— 4he  spnng  begins  too  late,  and  an  eseesKve 
moisture  almost  always  prev»ki  snd  this  incooveiuence, 
which  u  ^Molutely  irremediable,  affects  not  otAy  the  silk 
worms,  which,  on  this  account,  are  hatched  with  great 
difficulty,  but  likewise  the  mulberry  trees  that  these  in- 
sects feed  upon,  for  which  a  mild  and  tempente  air  is 
necessary  in  the  season  whermn  th^  pnt  forth  their 
leaves."  . 

In  1590,  less  than  two  centuries  ud  a  half  ago»  tlui  was 
the  opituon  of  one.-  of  the  greatest  •tateamen  of  tiie  age. 
But  Henry  would  not  be  dissuaded,  and  now  France  pro- 
duces annually  more  than  all  Europe  besides;  and  the 
United  States  has  grown,  in  that  time,  to  13,000,000,  and 
has  imported  6,599.007  dollars— 3,634,839d(dla»  of  which 
is  the  product  of  tUs  same  France.* 

CoTTOH.  Inl788,ltichardLeake.BM].,ofGeoiiia,thus 
writestoThomasProctOT,  F^.,  ofPhihdelphia:  "Ihave 
beep  tiiit  year  an  adventurer,  (and  the  first  that  hat  at- 
tempted it  on  a  Urge  scale,)  in  introducing  a  new  staple 
in  the  planting  interest  of  this  SUte— the  article  of  cotton. 
Severai  beTe,  as  well  as  in  Carolina,  have  followed  me, 
and  tried  the  experiment,  and  it  is  likely  to  answer  our 
most  sanguine  expectations;  samples  of  which  1  beg  leave 
to  send,  and  request  yo6  will  lay  them  before  the  Phila- 
delphia Society  for  the  Eneouragement-of  ManufrOure^ 
that  the  quality  may  be  inspected  into,  i  shall  ruse 
about  fiva  thousand  pounds  in  the  seed,  frmn  about  ei^ 
acres  of  land,  and  next  year  I  intend  to  plant  fiAy  or  one 
hundred  acres,  if  suitable  encouragement  is  pven. 

The  principal  difficulty  that  arisM  to  us  is,  the  clearing 
it  from  the  seed,  which  I  am  told  they  do  with  great  dex- 
terity in  Phibulelphia,  with  gins  or  machines  made  for  the 
purpose,"  be.  He  then  requestshis  friend  to  purchase,  and 
Sena  to  him,  one  of  those  machines,  and  adds,  "I  have  not 
the  anallest  doubt  but  that  this  State  will  be  able  to  fur- 
nish all  that  will  be  necessary  for  the  manufoctoriea  in  the 
Northern  States**—- and  eoncludes  with.his  eonvktiou  of  its 
**  magnitude  to  the  mandbctuting  interests  of  America." 

Mr.  Hamilton's  rep<»t:   **The  extennve  ctiltivation  of 
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cotton  can,  perhaps,  hardly  b«  expected,  but  from  the 
prevuHiB  establishinent  of  the  domestic  nuDufactoriea  of 
the  article.  He  pn^oaea  to  remove  the  dut;  of  three  cent! 
per  pound  fnim  the  fore^n  aiticle." 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  liaa  spoken  of  the  free 
trade  syatem.  and  principles  of  Washington  and  Haniltoa. 
I  confesa  1  was  not  a  litUe  surpriied;  for  Uiese  are  the  last 
authorities  to  sustain  the  free  trade  doctnnes  of  the  present 
day.  Washington's  opinions  and  practices  1  have  abeady 
cited;  and  should  scarcely  think  that  any  one  who  bad 
read  UamiUcm's  celebnted  report  on  mMiunettireii  could 
possibly  inufpne  that  be  and  the  Senator  were  both  on  the 
same  slide  of  the  question.  They  would  readily  admit  that 
tlie  Senator  made  a  very  good  argument  agunat  the  pro- 
tective systein,  «^d  the  Secretary  a  very  good  one  for  it. 
But  surely  our  undertrtanding  must  be  obtuse,  indeed, 
to  iowgine  posubly  that  both  were  aiming  at  the  same 
object. 

{Ur.  HAYN£bererose  to  correct  Mr.  Uolxu,  audsud 
he  had  not  quoted  Alsxander  Hamilton  at  an  authority  in 
fcror  of  the  docteines  of  free  trade.  What  be  had  said 
was,  that  Alexander  Hamilton'a  protecting  ^item  was, 
eaaentially,  a  ayatcm  of  free  trade,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not 
propose  to  impose  duties  beyond  7^  per  cent.,  an  amount 
lar  below  wliat  the  moat  zealous  advocate  for  free  trade  now 
would  be  willing  to  submit  to,  »s  necessary  for  revenue.] 

I  have  already  g^ven  the  reason  why  the  dutiea  were 
then  so  lowf  but  1  will  recur  to  the  Secretary  himself  for 

groof  of  bi«  priociplea.  1  cannot  tax  the  patience  of  the 
enate  to  read  hw  report,  which  ia  veiy  voluminoua,  as 
well  as  very  able;  but  1  have  taken  a  synopu  of  it,  con- 
taining tbc  substance,  which  I  will  present  to  tludr  consi- 
deration. 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
ttves,  15th  June,  1790,  Hr.  Uaotiltoo,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  made  hw  report  on  manufiwlurea. 

"  The  embairaaamentB  which  have  obstructed  the  pro- 
grenof  our  extemul  trade,  have  led  to  solous  reftccbons 
on  the  ne<%saity  of  enlargin|r  the  ^bere  of  dome^c  e<XD- 
merce."—  5  Nika,  153. 

"  He  maintains  that  land  is,  itself,  stock  or  capital,  ad- 
vanced by  its  owner  to  the  occupier  or  tenant." — lb.  ISS. 

Speaking  of  the  produotiveneas  of  roanufacturea  and 
agriculture — the  maintenance  of  two  citizens  instead  of 
one  ia'goiiig  on,  and  the  State  has  two  members  initead  <tf 
one,  and  t^y,  together,  consume  twice  the  value  of  whatk 
produced  from  the  land." 

* '  The  divinoD  of  labor  and  its  cfTecta — greater  skill  and 
dexterity—economy  of  time,  and  an  extension  of  the  use 
of  machinery." 

'*  Additional  employment  of  claasea  of  the  commuiu^, 
not  particularly  cx  necesaanly  engaged— women  sad  chil- 
dren^^—A  1^. 

*'£iiiimtion  from  fitfdgn  countries — greater  scope 
for  the  ffivernty  of  talents,  and  a  m«re  ample  field  for 
enterprise." 

*'  The  uncertainty  of  the  foreign  denuuid  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  agriculture  should  induce  us  to  subatitute  a  home 
market." — lb.  159. 

"  The  ailments  against  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
fitcturea  would  have  great  force,  if  the  perfect  liberty  to 
induatry  and  commerce  were  the  prevaihng  system  of  na- 
tion!. ButtheregnltfioBaofseveralcottntrieswithirtiiGh 
wa  have  the  most  extenatve  intercourse,  throw  serious  (ri>> 
stmctions'  In  the  way  of  the  prindpal  staples  of  the  United 
States.*'— 159-60. 

'*It  ia  no  small  consoIaUon,  that  the  measures  which 
restricted .  ou  r  trade  hare  aoedeiated  our  internal  improve- 
ments."—160. 

Agunst  the  hTOothesis  that  manufactures,  unprotected, 
will  grow  up  as  &st  as  the  interest  of  the  commuiUty  re- 
quires, be  replies:  "  The  strong  Influence  of  habit,  the 
q>irit  of  emulation,  the  foar  of  auocess  in  untried  enter- 
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prises — ^intnnsic  difficulties  inndcnt  to  first  csm^v  against 
mreign  competitar%  with  thdr  duU  and  the  pnitoctioft 
which  they  experience." 

'*  He  answers  the  <Ajection  to  the  use  of  forngn  labor 
and  eapitaL  He  speaks  of  the  fimded  debt  as  a  speoies 
of  capitaL"   But  query  ofthia.— A.  160-61-63-63. 

*'  He  then  enumerates  several  manu&eturea  in  which 
we  have  been  sucoeasfiil,  viz.  of  skins,  iron,  wood,  flax 
and  hemp,  bricks,  tiles,  sod  potter's  ware,  spirits  and 
malt  liquors,  paper,  bats,  refined  sugars,  ub  of 
and  seeds,  soiip  and  candle^  copper,  brass,  and  tin  waras^ 
carriages,  snuff  and  snkoUng  ti^iacco,  atsidi  and  bair 
powder,  painter's  colcai  and  gunpowder.  "—i&.  190. 

*■  The  tiieory,  that  to  abridge  fiirei|pi  competition  in- 
creases the  price  of  the  articles,  does  not  coR^pond  with 
the  feet." 

"  But  if  such  were  the  effectat  first,  it  is  uaivcnaUy 
true  that  the  contrary  is  the  uMoyrte  cfieet  with  every 
succeasful  manufacture." 

"Thus,  in  a  national  view,  a  tenponry  enhaneemeat 
of  price  must  alwws  be  coo^enaated  by  a  pennaneat 
reduction  of  it."— J*. 

"  There  seems  to  be  amoral  certainty  that  the  trade  of  a 
country  which  is  both  manuftcturiny  and  sgricnhura^ 
will  be  more  lucrative  and  proineroiismMitbatMaoountrjr 
which  is  merely  agricultural." 

"  The  essential  of  natiorul  suppb'— the  means  of  suh- 
ristence,  habitation,  dotliiiur,  and  defence^  every  nation 
dwuld  possess  witt^its^f."— A. 

"The  extenftve  oul^vation  of  cotton  can,  peritqt^ 
hardly  be  expected,  but  from  the  previous  esteblishment 
of  domestic  mannfiuturesof  the  article."— /i.  193. 

*  *  To  accomplish  the  (d>ject,  he  recommends  protecting 
duties,  which  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  a  variety  of  instances.  ProbibitifMis  of 
the  exportation  of  materialscf  manofretwea— peonniary 
bounties.  The  right  to  do  this  has  been  questiancd,  but 
vrithout  fiMiddation."- A.  195. 

"Preuuumsof  a  nature  allied  to  bounties." — lb. 

''Exemption  of  the  materials  of  manufiurtures  from 
duty."— ift. 

"  I^wbacks  of  the  du^  on  the  material  when  mann< 
iactutedi  judidous  regulationa  for  the  inspection  of  i3a» 
manufiteturedarticlei  the  fiuali^  of  pecuniaiy  remittaneest 
bajik  yK^BTt  And  the  fccffitstuw  of  tiie  tranaportatioD  of 
matettsb  by  roads  and  oamla.*' 

"It  were  to  be  wished  that  there  was  do  doubt  of  tho 
power  of  the  National  Government  to  lend  its  direct  aid 
to  a  comprehensive  plan  of  internal  improvements." — lb. 
197. 

"  He  then  proposes  specific  protection  to  ccrtun  manu* 
bctares:  Iroa,  copper,  lead,  fossil,  coal,  wood,  grain,  flax 
and  hemp,  eottont  the  dutv  of  three  cents  per  pound  on 
the  fijreirn  raw  materials  riioold  be  removedi  wool,  rilk, 
gunpow^,  paper,  printed  book^  refined  sugar,  and  dm* 
cokte." 

1  have  before  me  a  volume  of  Chapta),  who,  more  tiban 
twen^-five  years  after,  expresses  the  same  sentiment.  He 
u  the  great  practical  writer  on  pditical  economy,  and  one 
whose  opinions  are  now  followed  exduaivcfy  m  Fiance. 
It  is  in  the  original  Fraieh,  but  I  beUere  I  can  render  it 
cMrectly  into  Bi^lisb. 

*' If  Gorerament  does  not  f^brd  to  an  importaDt  branch 
of  indostry  which  is  undertaken,  Hvt  advantiyeaiweeBSSTy 
to  indemnify  the  undertaker  for  sacrifices  ana  fciases  whieh 
are  inevitable  in  a  first  estsbliahment,  what  prudent  man 
would  engage  his  fortune  in  enterprises  aoha^ardous?  In 
this  case  Government  should  endeavor  to  reooncile  two 
kinds  of  interests.  Thatof  themanuiacturer,  whooatmot 
risk  his  capital  without  a  guaranty  that  the  industry  with 
which  he  woold  cnrich  his  country  should  not  be  sacrific- 
ed to  that  of  foreigners;  and  tbat  of  the  consumer,  who 
ought  net  to  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  Ihemanufiieturer  fin- 
Digitized  byCjOOgIC 


211 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


212 


7%e  Tariff. 


[Ujc,  30k  1833. 


the  price  of  ui  uticle  consecrated  hj  use.  This  legisla- 
tion, applicable  to  every  kind  of  industry,  fortes  a  guaranty 
for  ti»e  manufacturer  who  engages  his  fortune  in  an  enter- 
prise) it  ezdtea  emulslion,  multipliea  establishments  of 
the  nme  nature^  and  establishes  very  soon  ft  competition 
which  it  to  the  entire  adTMitage  of  the  consumer. 

''Without  doubt,  in  tiie  fint  moments,  the  consumer 
might  be  injured;  but  it  is  aKgbtsaeriflce  whicbhe  makes 
for  his  country,  which  opens  a  new  source  of  riches;  and 
the  competition  which  is  induced  in  the  hbrication  imme- 
diately lowers  the  price  to  what  it  ought  to  be.  We  have 
seen  a  very  recent  proof  of  this  in  the  cottons,  the  salts, 
ahun,  light  draperies,  and  most  of  the  articles  of  cutlery. 
As  tike  imnnitahle  principles  of  nature  will  not  bend  to 
the  caprieet  of  men,  we  readily  perceive  that  we  have 
taken  a  fidse  direction,  and  have  Iwd  to  overcome  difficul- 
tiei^  wMch  we  might  have  escaped,  but  for  this  false  posi- 
tion t  and  to  preserve  the  industry  created,  it  has  become 
necessary  to  resort  to  extreme  measures,  and  to  enforce 
the  pn^bition  of  fore'wn  products. 

"We  have  to  q>eak  of  tiie  forced  condition  in  which 
Europe  is  placed.  England  has  set  the  example,  and  she 
has  orawn  almost  all  nations  into  her  measures;  so  that 
now  we  are  obUged  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  our  neighbors. 
It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  means  tiiat  a  great  nation  could 
employ,  strong  in  its  industry  and  its  agriculture,  and 
more  mdependent  in  ite  resources,  to  bring  back  people 
to  true  principles.  We  dare  believe  that  this  return,  so 
derirabte,  is  not  far  distant;  and,  in  expecting  it,  we  should 
prohilHt  foreign  product^  so  br  as  fbrngners  exclude 
those  of  our  soil  and  our  country." 

Again :  The  necessity  of  the  protecting  pidiey  is  so  clear- 
ly enforced  in  the  following  French  decrees  of  1785,  tiiat 
I  cannot  omit  a  qqotation  from  them:  . 

'<  The  tide  of  fashion,  whjch,  in  this  country,  had  run 
so  long  and  so  strong  in  fitvor  of  French  goods,  especially 
titose  depending  upon  fancy,  hsd  now  set  as  strongly  in 
the  contrary  directionjsncl  English  manufactures,  of  almost 
all  kind^  were  in  Midi  request  in  France,  that  the  diop- 
keepers  used  to  write  over  tbetr  doors,  'Wardiouse  for 
English  goods.*  The  King  of  FVance,  in  a  decree  issued 
on  the  iOth  of  July,  very  liberally  declared  tiiat  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  his 'own  principles,  than  a 
general  liberty  of  trade,  which  should  permit  the  free 
circuUtioa  of  the  produce  and  manufactureeof  all  nations, 
malting  them  all,  as  it  were,  but  one  nation  in  pcunt  of  trade. 
But,  unless  such  a  liberal  system  could  be  universally  and 
leeiNocally  establi^cd,  he  must  consult  the  interest  of 
bii  kingtiom,  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  wliite  cali- 
coes, stuffs  of  cotton  and  Imen  nuxed,  handkerchiefs,  di- 
mities, and  nankeens,  except  those  imported  by  the  India 
Company,  or  vessels  licensed  by  a  lute  decree;  foreign 
printed  calicoes,  whether  imported  from  India  or  Europe, 
were  ordered  to  be  exportedt  and  all  muslins,  gauzes,  and 
lawns,  <tffor«gn  manufacture,  were  strictiy  fn-bidden  to 
be  sold  in  the  kingdom.  But  he  allowed  his  subjects  till 
the  10th  of  August,  1786,  to  dispose  of  the  goods  already 
in  their  possession,  and  also  six  weeks  to  receive  goods 
already  orderetl  from  foreign  countries;  and  he  excepted 
from  the  prohibitim  blue  Unena^  checks,  &c.  fit  for  the 
tiuinea  ttade. 

"July  17th.  Inafewdsysthisdecieewasfollowedbya 
second  one,  the  preamble  of  whicli  states  that  tiie  industry 
of  the  country  was  discouraged  by  the  demand  for  foreign 
goods,  and  chiefly  English  ones,  wluch,  from  fiishion  and 
fancy,  had  olitiuned  a  preference,  which  was  the  more  in- 
tolerable as  French  goods  were  rigorously  prohibited  in 
England.  .  Therefore  the  King  strictly  prohibited  the  im- 
portation of  English  saddlery,  hosiery,  woollen  cloths, 
hardware,  and  alL  other  Englisli  goods,  except  those  al- 
lowed by  a  decree  of  the  year  1601,  whereof  a  list  wu 
annexed.  All  polished  steel  wares  (except  tools  and  in- 
atninients  fur  the  aen  tcc  of  the  arts  and  sciences)  and 


glass,  and  crystal  of  foreign  manufacture,  were  also  strictly 
probit»ted.  Those  who  carried  on  no  trade  were  per- 
mitted, upon  obtuning  a  special  license,  to  import  small 
quantities  of  foreign  goods  for  their  own  use  only;  but, 
tnat  the  enjoyers  of  luxuries  miglit  be  obliged  to  contri- 
bute to  the  general  utility,  they  were  to  pay  a  du^  of 
above  thirty  per  cent,  on  tiie  value,  to  be  appfied  fbr  the 
encouragement  of  the  national  mannfreture,  and  upm  no 
account  to  be  renutted  to  any  person,  of  whatever  rank  or 
quality. 

"  It  was  said  that  above  a  hundred  looms  in  Spitalflelds, 
in  the  gauze  branch  f»ily,  were  stopped  by  the  counter- 
manding orders  sent  over  in  consequence  of  these  decrees. " 

The  next  year,  howerer,  notwithstanding  this  •'tide  of 
bahion  and  nncy,**  France  was  seduced  inU  a  commer- 
cial treaty,  stipuhtting  1^  low  duties  on  the  manuftctures 
of  each  country,  and  mutually  excluding  silks,  of  which 
France  produced  the  raw  msterial,  and  England  did  not. 
This  was  the  finishing  stroke  to  a  successful  rivalry  witii 
England.  The  manu&ctures  of  Great  Britain  have  ever 
since  maintained  the  ascendancy,  and  their  anrivmlled 
sucfiess  may  be  ascribed  to  this  very  treaty.  Had  these 
decreet  but  been  enforced  for  a  few  years,  this  "  tide" 
would  have  turned,  and  very  many  French  manubetures 
would,  at  this  time,  have  excluded  the  Briti^. 

The  Senator  still  inusts  that  "  the  consumer  pays  the 
impost.**  This,  though  it  may  be  generally,  yet  not  uni- 
veisafly,  true,  in  a  revenue,  is  no  rule  in  a  protecting  duty. 

Mr.  Say,  on  this  subject,  observes,  "those  writers  who 
have  maintained  that  the  tax  bears  upon  any  one  or  more 
classes  in  particular,  or  in  any  fixed  orcertain  proportion, 
have  found  their  theory  contradicted  by  expertence  at 
every  turn."  Yet,  if  anyone  rule,  more  than  another,  is 
to  be  relied  on,  it  is  this,  that,  as  soon  as  protection  begins 
to  operate,  and  in  proportion  to  its  operation,  the  tax  is 
reflected  back  from  the  consumer  to  the  jvoducer.  Take 
the  case  of  bar  iron;  in  the  years  1818,  1836,  and  1630. 
when  the  several  tariffs  of  1816,  1834^  and  1638  were  in 
foU  operation,  I  recur  to  the  price  current  in  Boston,  and 
select  far  an  example,  "  Old  Sable."  In  1818,  the  duty 
was  99  per  ton,  and  the  price,  inclwding  the  duty,  $104. 
In  1826,  duty  $18,  price,  including  duty,  $100.  In  1830, 
duty  $22  40,  and  price,  including  duty,  $96.  TTiua,  while 
the  duty  has  been  constantly  increasing,  the  article  taxed 
has  been  as  constantly  diminishing.  *l*he  reason  is  as 
manifest  as  the  fact  is  true — the  domestic  article  haabeen 
increasing  in  quantity.  Suppose  the  foreign  manufacturer 
fumidied  tbree>feurtiiaof  your  consumpttfm,  the  greater 
quantity  would  command  tlx  price,  and  this  tax  would 
fall  on  the  consumer.  But  let  the  <Iomestic  product  in- 
crease to  one-half,  the  competition  between  foreign  and 
domestic  producers  will  be  more  equalized,  and  the  tax 
will  be  divided  between  the  producer  and  consumer. 
Further:  let  the  domestic  prodiKt  be  threc^burtb^  and 
your  own  producers  govern  the  market,  and  the  foreign 
producer  bears  the  whole  tax,  or  nearly  so.  Again:  take 
;the  article  of  nails:  the  duty  five  cents  per  pound,  and 
the  nuls,  duty  and  all,  but  five  and  a  half  cents.  Now 
apply  the  rule  that  the  consumer  paj-s  tl»e  tax,  and  take 
ofl'  tiiis  duty,  and  your  nails  would  come  at  a  half  cent, 
when  ttie  raw  material  of  which  it  is  made  is  four  and  a 
half  cents.  Take  the  article  of  cheese — the  duty  is  nine 
cents,  and  tiie  best  cheese,  good  enough  for  any  gentk- 
man's  table,  may  be  had  for  eight  cents.  Kow,  inthislsst 
case,  it  would,  1  should  think,  be  rather  difficult  to  con- 
vince tho  purchaser,  who  pud  but  ogfat  cents  for  his 
clkeese,  that  he  had  also,  by  eonstruction,  paid  nine  cents 
duty  in  addition,  making  seventeen  cents. 

But  another  very  grave  cliargc  agwnit  the  protecting 
system  is  this — high  imposts  upon  the  fabrics  of  those 
who  take  wir  raw  materiala,  diminish  the  demand  for 
such  materials.  This  is  supposed  to  be  done  by  taxing 
the  consumer,  and  lessening  the  coaBumption,or  by  taxing 
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the  producer^  leanning-  h»  profitf,  and,  ooiwequently, 
driving  nuiy  from  employment.  But,  atil),  it  corned  to 
duB  at  bit,  if  the  producer  has  more  need  to  sell  tlisn  tlie 
consumer  has  to  buy,  it  falls  on  the  former;  and  if  the 
foreirn  fiibrtcator  of  our  raw  material  diminishes  lus  de- 
taanu  on  account  of  tlie  price,  the  deficiency  will  be 
more  than  supplied  by  the  domestic  competition.  As  to 
the  idle  ai|d  rain  alarm,  that  fiorej^  raaiiuftcturers  will 
not  take  ovr  nw  material,  ualev  in  ezchan^  for  tlidr 
fiibrica,  were  we  their  only  consumer,  they  might  not  buy 
unleM  they  could  sell;  but  it  is  idle  to- suppose  that  they 
would  ever  bay  claewhere,  so  long  as  they  obtun  our 
products  cheaper  and  better.  This  aUrm,  that  the  im- 
post would  exclude  foreign  fabrics,  and,  consequently, 
diminish  the  demand  for  our  raw  material,  was  sounded 
loud  in  the  diicussiont  of  the  tariff  of  1^4.  The  Sena- 
te hvm  Soott  Carolina,  relying  on  the  calculations  of  a 
member  of  the  other  House,  (Mr.  CuBBtLuro,]  prophe- 
sied that  that  bill  would  diminish  the  importations 
426,000,000,  the  revenue  f8,000,000,  exclude  cotton 
furies  ^,000,000,  the  duties  on  which  would  be 
S3,000,000,  and  dimiiush  the  exports  of  our  coUon 
44,000,000  pounds.  Had  tlie  Senator  himself  examined 
the  state  of  the  case,  instead  of  relying  on  one  whose 
eoameteial  predtctions  have  very  seulom,  if  ever,  been 
realised,  he  would  scarcely  have  haaarded  his  reputation 
for  accuracy,  on  a  supposition  so  extravagant.  Our  whde 
exportation  of  cotton,  in  1823,  was  173,723,270  pounds. 
To  Great  Britain,  127,684,442  pound»— her  whole  con- 
sumptioo,  182,072,100  pounds.  Her  fiibrics  of  cotton 
were  stated  by  Mr.  Huakisson,  in  Parliament,  in  1824, 
preferring  to  the  returns  in  '23,  no  doubt,)  to  amount  to 
jE36,00O,00OsterUn{^,  equal  to  $160,000,000.  Our  whole 
coiiBuinfrtkiii  of  foreign  cotton  &brics,  the  same  year,  was 
f5,58r,097,  British,  say  #4,500,000,  or  lem  than  three  per 
cent,     all  her  cotton  nbrics. 

I  irill  add  to  this,  that  our  whole  imports,  for  1823,- 
were  #77,579,767;  and  for  a  man,  with  these  facts  before 
him,  to  be  aerioualj^  alarmed  lest  the  tariff,  as  then  pro- 
posed, would  dimuuab  our  importations  one-third,  our 
revenue  one-third,  our  importations  of  cotton  &brics  for 
consumption  seven  millions  .of  dollars,  when  the  whole 
was  about  Ave  and  a  hal(  aiKl  the  revenue  thereon  three 
millioni^  about  half  a  mlUion  more  than  the  wbolei  and, 
above  all,  cut  off  forty-four  nulGons  of  pounds,  more  than 
one-fourth  of  our  exportation  of  cottons,  is,  to  be  siire, 
amon^  the  extraordinary  predictions  of  these  extraordi- 
nary tunes.  And  all  this  because  we  had  raised  the  duties 
on  about  3-lOOth  parts  of  all  their  productions  in  this 
utide.  I  admit  that  1825  was  a  very  unfix^uoate  year 
fiir  the  fuUhaent  of  these  strange  pre^etiona.  The 
events  erf  tikat  year  afford  no  ftir  cuculation  of  the  effects 
of  tlus  -tariff.  There  was  a  morbid  excitement  In  the 
conanercial  world,  in  this  article  in  particular,  and  oom- 
roereial  exchanges  were  uRUaually  great.  But,  as  there 
was  a  consequent  t^resuon  in  lKi6,  it  will  be  fair  to 
take  an  average  of  these  two  years  to  ascertain  how  far 
these  predictions  have  been  retiiied)  and  you  will  see  it 
in  thelable  wldcfal  will  now  present  you. 

Bnportatim. 

1633.  1824.  1825.  1836. 

#77,579,767  #80,549.007  #96»S40,075  «S4,9H'i77. 
Cotton  and  cotton  fiUiries  expcrtalvma. 

I'otttidj^  1T3,723,3TI>    143,369,043    176,444,907  304,«35,41« 

Talne,  8ag,44i,I30     91,947,401     30,S4a,M»  3«i,6aS,S14 

iBDMlatiim,  jB;8,M0,STl  7,«S,S43  H,«09,flft  SJIS,0S4 
He-CTfriariow,    V>Si,lN     t^i,lU      1,40^415  S,U8,SS0 


V>7<M7     $jtai,ms    io,ios,oei  B,t9i,ss8 
Tou  Bee,  nr,  by  this  exhibi^  that,  contrary  to  the  strong 
pretfctwn  4^  suw  a&tal  diminutimi  of  trade,  the  import- 
atione  and  exportatinu^  and  particuhriy  of  cotton  and 


cotton  fabrics,  bare  been  surprinngly  increasedt  so  that, 
in  1830,  the  cotton  exported  was,  as  we  have  McOi 
290,311,937  lbs.,  valued  at  #39,674.88St  and  the  cotton 
fabrics  imported  for  consumption,  #5,926^070.  Here  we 
see  the  direct  proof,  by  matter  of  fact,  that  our  reasoning 
is  sound  and  conclusive.  The  necessity  of  the  producer 
has  become  greater  than  that  of  the  consumer,  by  the 
competition  which  your  protection  has  caused,  and,  oon> 
sequently,  a  rediictioa  M  price,  and  an  increase  of  coiw 
sumption.  1  wiU  show,  most  deariy,  that  the  etmaumption 
of  the  fiveign  &brie  has  matly  increased  under  the 
operation  of  your  tariff.  It  »  a  palpable  error  to  tnr  tluB 
by  the  price  or  money  value  of  the  article  imported.  It 
is  the  quantity  wtiich  the  consumer  obtains,  that  intercsta 
liiin.  If  the  same  goods  are  obtained  for  one  million,  that 
heretofore  cost  three,  tlie  consumption  is  treble,  thouirh 
the  price  is  the  same.  Take  the  foreijjfn  ootlon  &• 
brics  imported,  deducting  the  re-exportations  for  1831* 
#5,707,450,  and  1830,  #5,926,070— an  iociesse,  m  lune 
years,  of  #218,630  only,  if  you  regard  the  price.  But 
the  price  of  these  goods,  in  those  two  years,  waa  as  thirtj'- 
two  to  eleven — that  is,  the  same  goods,  in  quantity  and 
quality,  which  cost  thirty-two  cents  in  the  vst  period, 
could  be  purchased  for  eleven  cents  in  the  last.  This&Bt 
I  have  obtuned  from  the  surest  sources.  Then,  as  eleven 
is  to  thirty-two.  so  is  #5,926.070  to  #17,239,476,  the  vahie 
of  the  goods  consumed  in  1830,  provided  the  price  had 
been  the  tame  as  in  1821.  Then,  as  #5,707,440,  (the 
value  of  goods  in  1821,>is  to  100,  or  any  other  given 
number,  so  is  #17,239,47^  the  goods  in  1830,  at  the  price 
of  1821,  to  300  and  a  fraction.  So  that  we  consumed,  in 
1830,  three  yards  of  foreign  cotton  goods  to  one  in  1^1, 
juid  pud  less  money  for  them.  But  this  is  not  all.  There 
has  been  a  comtspondior  inoeaae  of  quantity  and  re- 
duction of  price  in  the  oDmestic  fldnic.  We,  probably, 
can  manufacture,  at  this  time,  not  leas  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  pounds  of  cotton,  valued  at  #10,000,000. 
Suppose  the  fabric  to  be  quadruple  the  raw  material,  the 
manufactured  article  would  be  worth  #40.000,000.  De- 
duct the  exportation,  and  the  whole  consumption  of  cotton 
fabrics,  foreign  and  domestic,  can  fall  little  short  of  forty- 
five  nullions  of  tloUarst  this,  at  the  price  of  1821,  would 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  milUom.  8«  tha^ 
at  the  rate  of  v^ue  at  that  time,  we  must  have  dimuuihed 
our  consumption,  or  have  paid  #90,000,000,  annually, 
more  tlian  we  do  at  present  prices.  How  are  these  things 
to  be  accounted  for  but  from  an  intensely  active  compe- 
tition between  manufacturers,  foreign  anddomestic?  Your 
protective  system,  if  it  has  not  done  all,  it  has  contributed 
largelv  to  tlUa  result.  It  it  a  happy  rnnh}  U  is  just  as  it 
sliould  bcf  and  irtiat  roan  could  expect  ttiat  an  abandon* 
ment  of  protection  would  make  it  better?  Indeed,  wlw 
should  we  wish  it  better?  Why  not  "let  well  enough 
alone?"  Why  ia  a  certain  good  to  be  pot  at  haxud,  or 
thrown  away,  on  a  doubtful  and  most  unprooiiiky  expe- 
riment? . 

But  we  are  fostering  manufactures,  at  the  expense  of 
commerce  and  agriculUve.  If  it  has  been  piovei^  as  I 
trust  it  ha%  that  the  rise  of  price  at  fltfU  asneooMquence 
of  protection,  operates  a  reduction  anervardi,  and  tite 
depression  has  already  taken  place,  the  objection  is  mi- 
swered.  But,  suppose  it  may  be  to  some  extent  a  pro- 
tection at  the  expense  of  other  interests,  why  should  not 
manufacturers  take  tlieir  turn?  They  have  never  been 
tlie  ahtmnut  of  the  nation.  The  parent  bad  well  nigh 
strangled  it  in  its  cradle.  So  early  as  1731,  spies  were 
set  upon  the  colon-sta,  to  take  care  that  th^  (Ud  not  begin 
to  supply  their  own  wants  by  th«r  own  domestic  indurtry. 
Infenners  were  employed  by  the  kffds  of  trade  and  plan- 
tations, to  report  eveir  tymptom  of  a  diaponti(m  to  manu- 
fiwture.  Heavy  penuties  were  inflicted  tat  engaging'  in 
setting-  up  ftetoriest  and  it  was  disloyal  for  a  man  to  mate 
his  own  hat  or  shoei^  or  for  a  vonum  to  knit  her  own 
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■toeUngfl.*  After  the  revolotioiiuy  var,  ind  until  tbe 
adoption  of.  this  conatitationt  we  were'  obliged  to  submit 
to  the  free  trade  qntem  now  contended  fiwr  ftnd  oiir 
tnanu&cturei  were  eonseqaentl^in  ruin.  Very  toon  after 
this  Ooremment  was  organized,  all  the  capital  in  the 
coantrjf  then  very  nnall,  was  turned  into  other  channels, 
by  the  war  which  sprung  out  of  the  French  revolution, 
where  it  continued  to  tun  nntU  our  war  with  C/rt^X  Britain. 
Onr  Mstiietiow,  embargo,  and  war,  rave  a  temporary 
■timohu  to  muiulhctures,  but  the  period  was  too  short, 
and  it  was  not  until  1816  that  any  thing  could  be  done  for 
Hwm. 

Commerce  baa  had,  and  we  trust  will  continue  to  have, 
our  fostering  care.  It  was  for  commerce,  mainly,  that 
our  constitution  was  made.  It  was  for  commerce  that  we 
Ud  AscrilB^nating  duties  of  tonnage.  It  was  for  com- 
merce that  Ibre^ners  are  exeludra  from  your  coasting 
tnde.  It  is  for  commerce  tint  ^oor  boun^  is  given  upon 
your  fisherieai  and  your  restrictions,  embam>e%  and  war, 
have  all  been  endured  for  the  protection  or  commerce. 

And  bw  agrieulture  had  no  protection^  Near  two-thirds 
of  your  whme  population  are  agricultural,  and  ^et  elect 
representatives  always  unfriend^  to  this  great  mterest! 
No,  nr,  it  has  not  been  so.  We  have  offered  to  every 
nation  a  perfect  reciprocity  in  navigation,  that  they  may 
export  our  heavy  products  upon  the  same  terms  as  our 
own  citizens. 

Hk  constitution  has  forbidden  an  export  du^.  Our 
flour,  rice,  beef,  pot^,  tobacco,  and  other  heavy  products 
of  agriculture,  Mve  always  enjoyed  protecting  duties. 
Cotton,  the  great,  the  capital  export,  has,  nnce  1789, 
enjoyed  a  protection  of  three  cents  per  pound,  which, 
upon  your  bypotheaii^  that  "  the  consumer  pays  the  im- 
post,** wouIcC  to  ^  time,  have  been  a  tax  of  nxtf 
nunhms  of  dollan.  This  tax,  equal,  at  the  time  it  was 
impoaed,  to  an  ad  valorem  of  twentj-  per  cent.,  dengned 
to  protect  an  agricultural  product  then  in  its  infancy,  and 
whose  nccess  was,  to  say  the  least,  problematic^,  with 
five  per  cent,  only  on  the  manufiictured  article,  is  an  ex- 
ample of  tbe  "  cold  comfort"  afForded  to  manufactures, 
when  brought  into  competition  vrith  agriculture 


was-a  meminm  on  agricultare-  It  was  bringii^  so  much 
agricultural  capital  into  the  market,  at  a  reduced  price, 
it,  to  be  sure,  diminished  the  x-alue  of  this  kind  of  capital 
already  invested,  by  overstocking  tbe  market;  and  it  di- 
miniidied  the  revenues  of  the  capital,  by  increasing  the 
production.  But  this  is  always  the  effect  of  the  influx  of 
eveiy  kind  of  capital,  every  where.  TTie  whcde  mass  of 
production  and  profit  '»  increased,  though  infividual  re- 
venues are  diminidied  by  competition.  Your  excellent 
system,  for  the  sale  and  settlement  of  the  public  lands,  waa 
eonstantiy  subtracting  the  industry  and  capital  from  the 
Atlantic  States.  Sir,  who  would  purchase  cotton  lands  in 
Georgia,  at  four  giiineaa  per  acre,  when  he  could  obtain 
better  in  Alabama,  at  half  as  many  dollars^  Whatever  fa- 
cility, therefore,  that  the  United  States'  Government  has 
given  to  the  purchaaera  of  its  lands^  over  or  above  what 
would  have  been  given  if  tiiese  brnds  were  owned  by 
companies  or  individuals,  either  in  price,  payment,  e:^ 
emotion  from  taxes,  or  "relief  system,"  waa  a  bounty 
and  a  temptation  to  lure  men  from  the  pursuits  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  into  those  of  agriculture.  Un- 
derstand me,  «r;  1  do  not  complwn  of  ttiis.  It  was  an 
understanding,  at  the  time,  thai  it  would  be  so;  it  was  a 
part  of  the  compact  tiiat  it  ^oukl  be  so.  The  sales  of 
these  lands,  at  an  averaoe  of  a  milfion  a  year,  and,  eonsi* 
dering  all  the  fadVties,  tif^-  per  cent  leas  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  commanded,  is  an  anmial  bounty  to  agri* 
culture  of  half  a  million.  Here,  then,  we  see  at  once  the 
cause  of  all  the  evil  of  which  portions  of  the  South  so 
loudly  compUin,  if  e\al  it  can  be  called.  Have  I  ncrt, 
then,  tmced  the  mischief  home,  and  found  its  birtb.place» 
its  cliaracter,  and  its  name^  And,  strange  to  tell,  its  name 
is  plenty!  There  is  such  a  surplus  of  the  products  ol 
agriculture,  that  the  price  is  depremed.  The  groaa  profit* 
of  cotton  planting  are  fiir  greater  than  evert  but  they  are 
distributed  among  too  many.  The  man^  can  be  com- 
forted, but  the  few  cannot  get  rich.  Sir,  is  it  republican 
to  complain  of  this?  See  the  result  of  your  land  system. 
A  savage  wilderness,  in  less  than  fifty  years,  converte<l  into 
the  finest  settlements  and  most  productive  agriculture, 
inhabited  by  three  millions  of  hunwn  brings,  free  and 


Bat,  NT,  agriculture  has  been  specially  {Hotected.    Of  happy,  and  advancing  onwards,  with  firm  and  rapid  step, 

-.  .  J  .  jj^g  highest  state  of  prosperity.    And  to  weakh  and 

prosperity  is  not  the  only  advance;  it  is  "the  march  of 
nund."  Schools,  academies,  and  colleges  are  springing 
up  every  where,  and  science  soars  on  eagle's  wings. 
"  The  Sun  of  Righteousness,"  with  hia  beams,  is  penetrat- 
ing the  darkest,  meanest,  remotest  cabin  there;  and  there, 
"in  strsina  as  soft  and  sweet  as  aiwcls  use,  the  gospel 
whispers  peecet"  and,  pardon  me,  when  I  add,  it  is  to  una 
very  West  that  the  patriot's  anxious  eye  is  now  directed 
for  some  t)okl  adventnrous  elwmpiont  to  save  our  country 
from  its  degradation,  and  "phick  up  our  drowning 
honor  by  the  locks." 

Sip,  it  is  not  the  democracy,  it  is  the  aristocracy  of  the 
country  that  is  complaining.  The  true  index  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  State  ts  the  high  price  of  labor.  To  this 
nde  there  are  exceptions.  A  temporary  rise,  by  tbe 
forced  state  of  affitin^  ia  one.  Hign  taxes,  which  mb- 
tract  from  tiie  gross  amount;  productive  laborers  called 
off  to  defend  tiie  country,  or  promote  its  future  interests. 
But  these  exceptions  apply  not  to  the  United  States. 
When,  for  a  senes  of  years,  a  given  quantity  of  labor  will 
produce  most  of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life, 
then  is  the  country  most  prosperous-  Now,  let  ua  exa- 
mine: I  take  the  free  agncultural  labor  as  toe  atandard, 
and  I  will  give  you  tiie  reason.    Slave  labor  nught  be 


this  I  do  not  eompbint  fkr  fWrni  it.  It  is  tbe  first,  the 
^reat  interest— the  fbundatlon  of  all  tbe  rest.  Hie  earth 
18  to  us  what  the  mother  is  to  the  child— our  best  nurse — 
our  dearest  and  kindest  friend;  and,  although  Ae  some- 
times frowns  on  us,  in  her  storms,  her  blasts,  and  her  pes- 
tilence, yet  she  again  smiles,  in  her  gentle  breezes,  her 
refVedting  showers,  and  genial  sunshines;  and,  when  we, 
arrive  at  the  evening  of  hfr,  and  noed  repose,  she  kindly 
receives.us  to  sleep  in  her  boaom.  But,  met^hor  aside; 
I  would  speak  practically  to  practical  men.  And  I  aver 
that  no  nation  ever  did  more  for  agriculture  than  the 
United  States  has  done.  Indeed,  none  ever  had  the  means. 
We  cmnmenccd,  as  the  great  landholder.  The  pubfic 
lands  were  pledged  to  pay  the  public  debt;  but  this  was 
but  a  secondary  consideration.  The  primary  object  was, 
'Settlement,  cultivation,  wealth,  strength — an  extennon  of 
rivilixation,  and  an  augmentation  of  the  means  of  happi- 
ness.   Every  fiusili^  given  to  tbe  purchaaer  of  these  hmds, 

•  ITM.  Act  of  S  Gcorjffi  II,  S,  tS.  AMcrican  ImU  wne  ftirludilcn 
l«  be  espurted  nndvr  ptMialijr  ol  five  hundrt^  po3Bdi  •terlingt  none 
wm  pmnKud  to  make  bau,  nnkM  ihey  had  wrved  an  ■ppraitiec- 
Mp  of  arrea  jmn;  and  no  muicr  u  hBT«  non  ikan  twa  appi«ptkei 
at  a  tine—"  notkinc  lo  prereni  their  manufheianrn  from  iiiKrlcrinE 
wiih  oor*,  but  their  Villi;  contumlf  employed nl'insmwrnaleiiali 
fbroar  own  mannftcinrea,  rack  aa  lilk,  0ax,  benp,  irao,"  ISce. 

In  ilw  Mme  Tcar,  tbe  Lordt  ComnMrioncn  ef.Tnde  ud  I'laatatieiu 
nperted  t«  the  Houk  of  Common*.  It  letm*  Uiat  tbe  boviebold  roanu- 
fliGtun.-  of  coirK  woollciw  and  lim  M  s«Te  them  iiich  unvailneM  that 
**  it  were  lo  be  wWml  that  aome  expedWat  misbt  bt  fbUm  upon  lo 
di«m  ibcir  iboaghia  tnm  undenaltinp  of  Uiii  nai^-;"  aAer  a 
particularnecoUHt or  tbe  manuftioum  iu  <iicb province, ibeyn-coni' 
mead  aa  eaenBraKemcnt  to  the  prudneiion  of  naval  ttorc*.  17M,  an  act 
waa  paiHd  Ibeibe  fwcoarapmeiitof  pig  and  bar  ftwnihe  talwiiea, 
sad  npieeraiihe  riretioti pf  aay miIT or  iiwt  flwmry  Atr  apliuinror 
plBtliBt>>M.  any  irun,Br  laskii^ateri. — A.  p.  SS^ 


taken  into  tbe  amount  if  it  was  diffiucd  generally  through 
tlie  United  States.  But  it  haa  sectionRi  Umits,  and  has 
little  or  no  interest  in  the  amount  produced.  !t  is^  there- 
fore, more  like  machinery,  under  a  patent,  to  be  used 
within  ceitiun  limits  by  tiie  patentee.  I  take  uricultaral 
labor,  because  it  oonstitutea  the  greatnt  porthm  of  onr 
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iodutiyt  and  nuit^  consequently.  rMuhte  the  price  of 
all  the  rett  In  EtwlMid,  the  agrieuUural  population  is 
cmlculated  at  one<^ird  of  the  whole.  In  uie  United 
States,  were  the  industiy  ^vided  into  twelve  equal  parts, 
we  mif^t  a«gn  to  commerce  tw<^  navigation  one,  tnanu- 
&ctures  two.  and  ^riculture  aeven.  SeTen^weUlhi  be> 
iiw  mon  than  all  tM  rest.  WfMild  regulate  the  prices  of 
alfother  chuses,  I  say  regulate)  for,  though  other  labor 
may  be  lower  or  tugher,  according  to  the  demand,  skiir 
and  talents,  constancy  of  MDpk^men^  education,  rank  of 
profeauon.  certainty  of  «ucc«k,  or  persona]  danger,  yet 
all  must  relatively  rise  or  bll  with  that  of  agriculture. 

What,  then,  was  the  value  of  free  agricuttunl  labor,  in 
the  diiferent  periods  of  1818.  1826,  and  1830,  when  the 
respective  tariffs  of  1816, 1824.  and  1828  were  in  full 
t^wntion.'  Jta  which  of  these  periods  would  a  given  quan- 
tify of  labor  yield  most  of  ttst  comforts  and  eaavciueBees 
of  life  ^  By  conforts  and  convemcnoes.  I  do  not  Emit  my- 
self to  the  bread  necessary  to  save  the  poor  fiom  starva^ 
tion.  1  do  not  speak  of  the  scanty  sustenance  of  an  Eu- 
ropean serf.  I  speak  of  the  means  of  subsistence  required 
by  an  American  free  laborer,  "worthy  of  his  hire."  I 
luve  examined  into  this  subject  with  some  care,  and 
obtMned,  from  the  best  sources  in  imr  power,  a  schedule, 
(tftbevahieof  labor  in  the  three  cbttorent  peiiods.whieh 
I  have  named,  in  each  State  of  the  Union,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Louidana,  which  does  not  employ  a  suffieiency 
of  that  labor  toestablish  a  price.  I  find,  by  this  schedule, 
which  I  shall  not  trouble  ute  Senate  to  read  particularly, 
but  which  n  free  for  the  inspection  of  any  Senator,  that 
the  lUminution  of  price,  in  the  whole  United  Sutes,  ia  not 
above  ten  per  cent.  The  valuation  in  this  schedule  is 
the  price  per  month,  taking  all  seasons  of  the  year,  inclu- 
sive of  board,  and  exclusive  of  ekitfaing.*  By  this,  i  find 
tiiat  die  labor  which,  in  1818.  was  ten  dolhrs,  was,  in 
1830^  at  nine  dollars,  giving  a  reduction  of  ten  per  cent, 
only;  while  all  the  articles  of  necessary  consumption,  sub- 
jeetto  a  protecting  duty,  have  &ilcn  one-half,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  them  two-thirds.  1  now  come  to  the  means 
of  subsistence  to  be  acquired  by  this  labor.    1  have  made 

*  Average  price  of  agrictiUural  labor  in  each  State* 
from  June,  1818.  to  June.  1830,  per  month,  through  the 
year. 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  bland, 

Connectjeut, 

Vermont. 

New  York, 

fiew  Jersey. 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

S^Und, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

SouaCaraUna. 

Geoiyis, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Tennessee, 

L.ouisiana. 

Indiana, 

lUimns, 

Alahama, 

MisBssippi, 

Hissouii, 

Avenge 


1818. 

1826. 

1830. 

$8  00 

$8  00 

$8  00 

8  50 

8  50 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

8  50 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

8  50 

8  50 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  50 

8  50 

8  SO 

11  00 

9  00 

9  50 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

12  00 

10  00 

10  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

10  00 

8  00 

7  00 

14  00 

12  00 

12  00 

11  00 

10  00 

10  00 

9  00 

9  00 

9  00 

8  50 

8  50 

8  50 

0  00 

0  00 

0  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

12  00 

10  00 

10  00 

11  00 

9  00 

-  9  00 

15  00 

10  00 

10  00 

15  00 

15  00 

15  00 

229  50 

308  50 

206  00 

9  99 

9  06 

8  95 

out  a  schedule  of  these,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  posu* 
ble,  from  tixc  best  sources  of  information.  It  is  based 
upon  the  prices  current  at  Boston,  in  those  three  periods. 
I  have  selected  the  principal  articles  of  subsistence,  and 
placed  the  duties  opposite  the  prices,  and  the  result  will 
flhow,  at  one  view,  tne  effect  of  protection  on  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  life.  And  here,  rir,  I  do  not 
fiuten  upon  the  article  of  bread,  or  any  two  or  tlu«e  other 
articles  narehr  sufRcient  to  sostun  life.  I  take  the  great 
ntialB  which  support  comfortably  an  American  free 
laborer,  with  his  wife  and  children— comfortable  food, 
clothing,  and  habitation.  [Here  Mr.  H.  read  and  com- 
menteo  on  the  articles  of  subsistence  in  the  schedule 
alluded  to.] 

Mr.  PresidAit,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  remark,  in  re- 
gard to  these,  and  those  of  clothing  and  hab:tation,  which 
I  am  aboid  to  present,  that  the  p/oducts  of  agriculture 
and  manufoctures  whidi  we  export  to  any  considenble 
extent,  are  clearly  not  mjurioosly  affected  by  our  tariff*: 
for  the  fact  of  exportation  proves  that  they  are  cheaper 
at  home  than  abroad.  Such,  it  appears,  are  bread  stuffs, 
meats,  butter  and  cheese,  fidi,  hats,  manufactures  of  lea- 
ther, cotton  &brics,  glass,  cabinet  work,  and  nails.  And 
the  last  article  of  subristence  which  I  have  noted,  (salt.) 
about  which  we  have  witnessed,  for  three  or  four  yeafs 
past,  so  mudi  *<wee(nng  and  wuling,"  was,  during  the 
very  time,  lower  than  it  has  been  for  twelve  years  before 
and  sincei  and  it  has  not  been  higher  for  twelve  years, 
than  since  tlie  duty  was  diminished.* 

[Mr.  H.  then  particubrlzed  the  essential  articles  of 
clothing  subject  to  protection,  shom-ing  the  gradual  de- 
pression of  prices  under  the  operation  of  different  tarUA, 
and  proceeded.]  Sir,  1  think  I  have  now  provided  the 
free  American  laborer  wit^  comfortable  food  and  clothingt 
but  there  is  one  thing  yet:  be  must  bavfi  a  resting-place, 
to  which  he  has  a  ri^t  to  retite,  to  deposite  his  cares  and 
enjt^  repose.  He  most  have  a  home.  It  is  the  instinct- 
ive principle  in  nature — «'  the  foxes  have  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nests"— and  miserable,  indeed,  must 
that  man  be  who  has  not  where  to  lay  bia  head.  Even 
the  statesman  here,  struggfing  in  strong  debate,  or  forcing 
bis  way  up  the  delunve  road  of  amUtion,  riding  upon  the 
whirlwind  and  ruling  the  storm — how  often  does  he  turn 
ande,  and^  cast  a  longing,  lingering  wish  upon  home! 
How  often  does  he  «^  for  the  endearments  of  the 'do- 
mestic firende— tile  fiunily  drcle.  [Mr.  H.  comment- 
ed upon  the  articles  of  building  and  fUmiture.  con- 
tuned  in  his  schedule,  and  proceeded  in  his  remarks.] 
1  intended,  nr,  to  have  noticed  more  fully  the  tariff  on 
woollens,  and  particularly  the  opinion  entertained  here, 
that  British  statesmen  are  rela^ng  tbeir  noticms  of  the 
restrictive  policy;  but  this  would  require  more  time  than 
1  had  prescribed  to  myself,  and  1  can  otdy  remark,  tiut 
it  is  easily  proved  that  British  statesmen,  as  well  as 
British  writers,  have  one  set  of  politics  for  themselves 
and  another  for  us;  and,  while  their  free  trade  doctrines 
are  impcnrted  and  retailed  out  here  at  a  profit,  their  prac- 
tice is  at  direct  war  with  their  precepts. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  denies  the  justice  of 
taxing  his  State  for  the  manubctarers  of  the  yorth.  I 

*  Price  of  salt  in  Boston,  per  bushel:  ' 


Price. 

Duty. 

iVtee.  Didy. 

For  1815 

90ctB 

20 

For  1824 

50cts.  20 

1816 

60 

20 

1825 

58       20  , 

1817 

62 

20 

1836 

49  20 

1818 

70 

20 

1327 

62  20 

1819 

70 

20 

1828 

52  20 

1820 

62 

.20 

'  1829 

45  20 

1821 

60 

20 

1830 

55  20 

1822 

60 

20 

1831 

62  15 

1833 

52 

30 
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have  proved  that  the  South  is  not  so  tasedi  but*  if  they 
were,  I  imintun  its  jiutice.  The  coiulition  of  the  North, 
when  the  constitutioii  wu  adopted,  indicated  clearly  that 
they  must  depend  on  manufactures.  Their  soit,  water 
power,  and  enterprise,  all  combined  to  malce  them  a 
manufacturii^  people  I  and  they  had  made  some  pn^eai, 
under  all  the  disoouragemenu  which  they  had  encounter- 
ed. The  South  needed,  or  mi(^t  need,  other  protection, 
which  was  to  be  found  in  the  strenglh  and  energy  of  the 
North;  and  it  was  well  understood  at  the  time,  that  this 
protection  was  to  be  accorded  to  the  North,  for  which  it 
had  given  a  fair  equivalent,  when  it  should  become  neces- 
sary. Whoever  thought  that  equslity  in  public  burdens 
must  be  contemporaneous?  At  one  time,  the  state  of  af- 
fitirs  will  throw  the  burdens  heavier  on  New  Englandi  at 
another!  on  other  aectionsi  and  each  should  bear  them  in 
turn.  But,  really,  it  aeems  to  me  rather  a  waste  criT  time 
to  urge  thb»  inasmuch  as  nothing  can  be  more  manifest 
than  this— that  there  is  either  no  distress  at  all,  or,  if  any, 
other  causes,  and  not  the  tanfT,  have  produced  it. 

It  is  said  that  the  cotton  growers  can  never  manufac- 
ture the  raw  material  which  they  produce.  It  would 
seem  strange  that  it  is  so;  and  one  of  the  reasons  given  b^ 
the  Senabv  from  South  Carolina  is  stranger  still.  It  js 
lliis;  that  one  of  our  enteiprWng  Yankees  erected  a  &c- 
tOTjr  there,  and  a  negro  burnt  it  down.  It  Is  not  staled 
that  he  wu  Koremed  by  the  anti-taiifF  mania,  nor  what 
indttced  the  uwendia^  to  perpetrate  the  crime.  But,  to 
make  this  case  a  good  reason  against  the  success  of  manu- 
&ctures  there,  I  suppose,  if  the  negro  had  burnt  the  own- 
er's dwelling-house,  he  ought  to  live  out  of  doors,  because 
houses  would  not  succeed  at  all.  This  anecdote  might 
lead  to  a  train  of  thinking  upon  the  subject  of  a  certain 
daas  of  peculation,  which  I  dioose  to  exclude;  and, 
when  the  Senatw  is  cUsposed  to  be  meny  at  the  expense 
of  New  England,  and  sneer  at  our  "  wooden  ware  and 
notions,"  instead  of  retorting,  I  will  join  in  the  laugh.  It 
is  true,  our  **wooden  ware,"  our  elegant  cabinet  work, 
not  ezcelle<l  by  any  in  the  world,  docs  adorn  the  parlors, 
drawing-rocHns,  bedchambers,  md  even  tlie  churches,  of 
the  rich  and  die  fiivored  South.  We  are,  in  this  aense, 
Srour  *■  hewers  of  wood,"  if  not  your  "drawers  o£  wa- 
ter." But,  of  one  thing  be  assured,  we  do  not  intend  to 
hew  your  wood,  ot  draw  your  water,  for  nothing.  We 
intend  to  be  paid,  and  well  paid,  for  it.  And,  as  to  our 
"notions"  "I  guess"  that  New  England  notions  will 
bear  a  comparison  with  any  other  notions  whatever. 

But,  nevertheless^  protection  must  be  abandoned.  It 
n  '*aBctional  and  unequal" — "a  cursed,  ruinous,  fatal 
pfliBw — *<a  case  of  life  and  death."  **  Gire  as  back  the 
meroiants  bankrupted  by  your  pc^Icy— tfw  sulor^  alupi, 
formers,  and,  above  all,  harmony,"  and  we  consent  to — 
what?  why,  that  every  factory  shall  be  ra2ed  to  its  foun- 
dation! I'his,  indeed,  is  very,  veiy  liberal;  it  looks  quite 
hke  a  compromise.  Give  me  your  food  and  raiment,  and 
your  money,  too,  .and  make  me  contented  with  it  in  the 
bai^n;  and,  in  conuderation  thereof,  I  will  consent  that 
you  may  go  and  starve.  So-,  I  have  a  small  objection  to 
theacoeptance  of  this  Uberal  offer— a  wantof  redprocity. 
We  have  now  our  all,  nearly,  vested  in  nanuftctures,  and 
the  industry  of  the  country  is  engaged  in  them.  We  have 
no  knowledge  of  any  rich  nabobs,  nor  of  operators  under 
task-masters.  These  things  may  exist  in  the  South,  but 
they  belong  not  to  New  EngUnd. 

The  Senator  thinks  our  exports,  were  it  not  for  the  ta^ 
riff,  would  have  been  two  hundred  millions,  and  our  ton- 
ns^  two  millions.  After  the  predictions  of  1824,  and 
their  fiulure,  very  little  reliance,  I  should  think,  can  be 
placed  on  fuvdictions. .  But,  aa  to  our  tonni^,  I  do  not 
adnut  that  it  is  dimini^ed;  and  if  it  has  not  increased  quite 
so  fiut  as  be  would  have  expected,  1  can  give  him  pretty 
good  reasons  for  it.  Our  products,  by  bejng  manubc- 
uiredathome,  their  bulksndwdgfatare  greatly  dinunbhed 


in  proportion  to  their  vahie,  and  thdr  exportation  requires 
consequendy  leie  tonnage.  We  have  canal  transportation, 
which  dispenses  witii  considerable  coasting  tonnage;  and, 
above  all,  the  improvement  in  ship-building,  whereby  a 
ship  built  now  has  been  known  to  carry  seventy-five  per 
cent  more  freight  than  one  of  the  same  tonnage  built  fif- 
teen years  ago.  Ttais^  to  he  sure,  is  a  strong  case,  but  no 
doubt  exists  that  our  present  fretting  vessels  will  ave- 
rage fifty  per  cent  above  the  old  ones;  and  [  wpealtotin 
Senator  from  IbtsaAhasetls  [Hr.  Siisxxa]  for  the  cor- 
rectness  of  the  statement. 

But,  sir,  the  diminution  of  the  tonnage  of  SouUi  Caro- 
lina is  no  evidence  of  the  decline  of  trade.  The  merchants 
of  that  State  prefer  other  ships.  No  State  in  the  Union 
employs  bo  great  a  proportion  of  foreign  tonnage,  and 
none,  except  two,  so  many  tons.  I  do  not  complain  of 
thiat  but,  surely,  thev  who  prefer  British  tonnage,  ought 
not  to  complain  of  the  loss  of  our  own.  Northern  ahips. 
excepting  the  foreign,  are  chiefly  empl<^edforthe  freights 
of  the  South;  and  »r  the  plain  reason,  that  their  merchants 
find  it  for  their  interest  to  lure,  lalher  than  bmld  or 
purchase. 

Bu^  to  me  it  is  singular,  indeed,  that  the  grMn-grow- 
ing  States  should  comphun  of  domestic  manu&ctures. 
Ei^[Iand  is  your  greatest  manoftetarer,  and  she  will  net 
receive  in  return  your  bread  stuffy  until  her  own  people 
are  up  to  the  point  of  starvation.  Of  all  natiwis,  there 
are  more  sellers  of  grain  tiian  buyers.  In  times  of  peace, 
people  produce  more  than  they  consume;  consequently, 
your  exportations  are  diminishing.  In  1818,  your  expend 
of  flour  was  eleven  millions  of  d<dlar8;  in  1830,  nx  mU- 
lions;  while,  on  a  ftir  calculation,  the  consumption  of  the 
manufacturing  population,  in  New  England  alone,  cannot 
be  less  than  ten  omlions^  and  the  demand  is  constantly  in- 
creasing. Haze  our  manufketurcstothar  foundation,  and 
where  is  your  market  for  your  bread  stuffs?  And  yet  I 
admit  that  the  groans  of  the  cotton  States  are  equally 
strange.  One-uxth  of  the  whole  population,  increanng 
beyond  example,  exporting  annually  three  hundred  mit 
lions  of  pounds  ot  cotton,  w<wtb  thir^  millions  of  dollars, 
beinf^  more  than  hdf  of  our  domestic  export^  and  regu- 
larly increasing,  bemdes  one  hundred  nuUions  of  poums, 
equal  to  ten  milfions  of  dollars,  for  domestic  manufacture, 
and  yet  compiling  of  distress  and  misery! 

One  word  more,  and  I  shall  have  done.  In  reading  an 
account  of  the  cotton  factories  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
Edinburgh  EncyclopKdis,!  was  very  unfavorably  impressed 
by  the  immoral  tendency  of  the  establiriiments,  aa  there 
described.  I  have  nnce,  however,  read  an  excellent  ar- 
ticle in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  on  the  same  M^jcet,  which 
reverses  the  whole  picture.  Fran  this  contKfflctorv  tes- 
timony, I  concluded  it  safest  to  examine  our  own  eatablisb- 
ments;  and  I  wrote  to  ^ntlemen  on  whom  I  could  depend, 
at  the  principal  factories  in  New  England,  inquiring  into 
the  moral  and  religious  deportment  of  those  employed; 
and  I  will  pve  you  one  from  a  gentlemen  of  the  first  re- 
spectabililv  at  Great  FaUs,  aa  a  specimen  of  the  others 
with  which  I  will  conclude  my  remarks. 

SoKBBtwomTH,  Deeemier  13,  1831. 

Hon.  JOBH  HOLMBS: 

DsAB  Sin:  Your  bvor  of  15th  ult.,  inquiring  in  rela- 
tion to  the  moral  and  religious  education  and  deportment 
of  those  engaged  in  this  establishment,  was  duly  received, 
and  I  have  waited  your  arrival  in  Washington  to  reply,  as 
you  request 

The  tendency  of  your  queries,  and  the  uifonnetMni  Kke- 
ly  to  be  elicited  by  them,  are  of  great  importance,  and  I 
heartily  rejoice  tmt  you  have  taken  the  subject  in  hand. 
The  prevaiUng  opinion,  in  a  great  portion  of  the  Union,  b 
unfavorable  to  manufiiictories,  as  a  school  of  morah^i 
taken,  no  doubt,  from  the  condition  of  the  meratires  in 
the  maDuficturiiig  districts  Of  En^and.   A  tboraogh  in- 
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Testi^tion  of  the  subject,  as  renrds  tlus  countty,  will 
exhibit,  I  am  well  convinced*  a  mr  different  state  of  so- 
ciety and  moral  deportment  from  the  prevaoUt^  opinion  in 
the  Middle  and  Soothem  States. 

'  In  this  vill^pe,  we  can  say,  without  exai^ration,  that 
less  crime  or  misbehavior,  of  any  lund,  ^can  rarely,  if 
ever,  be  met  with  in  any  community,  however  pure. 
Much  and  unceamn^  attention  is  bestowed  by  our  minis- 
ters, of  each  persuasion,  upon  the  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction of  those  composing  our  village;  and  the  number 
who  constantly  .attend  the  different  churchea  Mid  places  of 
woratnp,  is  very  great,  in  proportim  to  the  whole  popula- 
tion.  The  eoiDpany  give  such  encouragement  to  this  sub- 
ject as  they,  widi  propriety,  can,  and  do  not  for  a  moment 
countenance  any  improper  or  irreligious  conduct.  Per- 
sons of  this  Utter  description  always  meet  with  a  prompt 
and  invariaMe  discharge  from  the  premises.  With  respect 
to  the  females,  I  feci  well  assured  tncre  a  re  none,  in  any  si- 
tuation, or  under  any  circumstances,  whoare  lessoboozioua 
to  the  charge  of  immoral  or  improper  oonduc^  than 
thoseinoor  employ.  The  reasm  is  o^vioui^  and  the  remedy 
or  prevention  so  direct,  tiiat  immorality,  to  any  extent, 
cannot  exist  among  them.  A  large  majority  of  our  g^irls 
have  seriously  attached  themselvei  to  one  or  other  of  the 
religious  denominations,  (of  which  we  have  four  or  five,) 
anit  will  not,  consistently  with  their  feelings,  work  or  as- 
sociate, in  any  manner,  witli  those  of  even  doubtful  charac- 
ter. This  at  once  brings  the  matter  to  our  ears,  and  we 
rarely  hesitate.  The  cases  hare  been  comparatively  few, 
and  much  less  witiun  the  past  two  years  tlian  previously; 
but  solitary  iiuitances  of  immorality  cannot  be  avoided. 

To  men  of  intemperate  habits,  we  extend  no  encourage- 
ment wtiatever;  and  we  donotcontinueany  for  a  single  day 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  usingspirituous  liquors  improperly. 
Excepting  at  the  bar  of  the  hotel,  the  company  do  not  per- 
mit any  liquor  to  be  sold  upon  their  premises;  and  there  is 
not,  within  tlie  corporation,  any  spintuous  liquftf  retailed, 
excepting  at  the  hotel.  On  no  account  is  liquor  permitted 
in  any  or  tiie  mills  or  workshops,  and  its  use  is  uiscounte- 
n&nccd  by  us  in  every  practicable  method.  A  very  large 
majority  of  the  vilUge  belong  to  the  "Temperance  So- 
ciety," which  excludes  the  use  of  liquor,  in  toto,  from  its 
members. 

The  manufacturers  in  this  section  of  the  country  would 
eagerly  challenge  a  close  investigation  into  the  habits  and 
morals  of  their  establishmentst  and  I  fondly  trust  vour  ex- 
perience and  inflaence  will  exdte  ^scuanon  and  inquiry, 
which  cannot  but  result  to  our  advantage. 

I  felt  much  gratified  you  called  upon  me  in  this  in- 
stance, and  shall.be  always  happy  to  receive  and  attend 
to  your  communications,  whenever  you  may  favor  me 
with  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IXOTD  W.  WELLS. 

ToisDAT,  Jakvabt  31. 
SURPERPLUUUS  TREASURY  OFFICERS. 

The  following  resolution,  nbniitted  by  Mr.  Poor,  was 
called  up  by  him: 

Mm/ml,  That  the  Cummiltee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expe^en^  of  so  amencting 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to  provide  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  pubUc  accounts,  ss  to  i^oliah-the  offices  of 
Second  Comptroller  and  Second  Auditor,  and  asngn  the 
duties  now  by  law  referred  to  them,  to  the  P^nt  Comp- 
troller and  Third  Autlitor. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed  that  the  resolution  contem- 
plated an  inquiry  by  the  Juditnary  Committee  respecting 
the  (H^puiization  of  the  I  reasury  Department,  it  would 
be  better  to  pve  the  resolution  a  different  direction,  as 
the  Judiciary  Committee  had  no  particular  aequiuntance 
with  the  subject. 


[Sutatb. 


Mr.  FOOT  said  he  had  no  choice  as  to  the  committee 
to  which  the  resolution  should  be  sent.  It  bad  seemed 
to  him,  that  some  inquiry  as  to  the  necesn^  of  retaining 
the  offices  of  Second  ComptroDer  and  Second  AwStorwas 
necessary,  and  he  tfaerefbK  offered  the  roidution,  witiuMit 
deeming  it  of  much  importance  what  committee  made 
the  inquiry.  It  was  known  that,  by  the  establishment  of 
the  offiee  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  a  convderable  por- 
tion of  the  duties  of  the  Second  Comptroller  wss  taken 
from  him;  and  it  was  luiown  also,  that  both  of  the  offices 
referred  to  in  the  resolution  were  created  to  settle  the 
mass  of  accounts  which  grew  out  of  the  late  war;  and 
gentlemen  who  were  then  in  pubHc  life  might  recollect 
that  the  understanding  at  the  ttine  was,  that  tiuj  were  to 
be  abolished  when  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
created  was  aniwered. 

Mr.  MARCY  thought  that  the  committee  which  took 
chiu'ge  of  the  resolution,  ought  to  have  fiUl  power  to  go 
through  the  whole  of  the  public  offices,  and  see  wluch 
couldbe  best  spared— whether  there  were  not  some  others 
that  might  be  abolished  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  Perhaps  it  might  be  fimnd,  on  inquiry,  that  these 
offices  were  more  necessary  than  many  others  that  were 
to  be  retuned.  If  the  gentleman  would  ntake  his  inquiry 
more  general,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  FOOT  sMd,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
look  back  to  the  law  creating  those  offices,  he  would  find 
that  they  were  created  s<dely  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  late  war.  Now  all  these  accounts  had 
been  long  shioe  settled,  and  the  necesuty,  thetefiire,  for 
retuning  the  offices  ceased.  It  was  undentood,  at  the 
passage  of  the  law,  that  the  offices  were  to  be  abolished 
when  the  accounts  were  setUed. 

After  so  modifying  the  resolution,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  WEBSTER,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  mover,  as 
to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  re- 
solution was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  of  Mr-  Ewiiro,  reflecting  the  imprc^er 
removal  of  public  officers,  was  taken  up;  ana,  at  the  instance 
of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  (who  said  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  the  resolution  should  be  decided  without  discuadon,) 
it  was  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  week. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  Bshtow 
on  the  25th  Janiiaiy,  were  taken  up,  and  agreed  to: 

Retoh^  That  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  prayjng  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter, 
be  directed  to  inquire  as  follows: 

1.  Into  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  loans,  if  any 
there  were,  made  by  the  bank  or  its  branches,  of  local 
bank  paper;  and  to  report  all  the  facts  and  circumstances 
which  shall  be  necessuy  to  enable  the  Senate  to  judge 
and  determine  whether  there  was  usury  in  the  contracts 
for  sach  loaiu,  or  oppression  in  collecting  them. 

3.  Into  the  fact  oi  non-user  of  its  powers  by  any  of  the 
branch  banks,  and  all  the  circumstances  which  may  he 
necessary  to  enable  the  Senate  to  understand  the  nature, 
extent,  and  duration  of  such  nmt-uaer  of  powers. 

3.  Into  the  amount  of  the  real  estate  acquired  by  the 
bank,  and  at  each  branch)  and  a  detailed  statement  there- 
of, showing  where  ntuate,  the  price  at  which  acquired, 
the  price  for  which  aold,  if  sold,  and  the  present  value,  if 
not  sold. 

4.  "nie  number  of  bnihUngs,  if  any,  where  ntuated, 
and  the  cost  thereof,  which  may  have  been  erected  for 
the  purpose  of  being  rented. 

5.  Whether  the  branch  hank  notes,  or  the  branch  bank 
orders,  isaued  aa  currency,  ai-e  received  in  deposite,  as 
cash,  at  the  parent  bank,  and  at  every  other  branch;  and, 
if  not,  to  report  the  exceptions. 

6.  Whetherthe  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  branch  bank 
orders,  issued  as  currency,  are  at  a  discount  in  any  town 
or  city  where  «  branch  bank  is  ntuated;  or  hi  Pniladel- 
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pbiSf  where  the  pirent  bink  ia^  und  if  so,  the  nte  of  sud 
cUacount. 

7.  The  unount  of  the  gold  and  silver  com  and  bullion 
annually  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to  the  parent 
bank,  or  to  any  other  place  by  the  order  of  the  parent 
bank,  from  1817  to  1831,  incluiiive. 

8.  The  annual  a^fregate  amount  of  the  expenses  of 
the  bank  and  her  branches,  fron^  ISir  to  1831,  inclusive. 

9.  The  annual  amount  of  tiie  expenses  of  the  same, 
for  the  Bun«  tune,  under  the  heads;  first,  of  printers  and 
editors;  second,  attorneys  and  counsellors  nt  law;  third, 
contin^ncies. 

10.  Of  what  consists  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  such  of  the  branch  banks  as  are  re* 
ported  in  tlie  monthly  statements  to  liaTe  capita])  and  the 
difference  between  the  specie  which  is  reported  in  one 
column  to  he  on  hand,  and  the  capital  which  is  reported 
in  another. 

11..  Whether  different  rates  (tf  ezcbang«  are  taken  at 
any  of  the  branches,  or  at  the  parent  bank,  on  bills  of  ex- 
change, as  sold  to  merchants  or  persons  hi  official  atationi, 
and  to  the  body  of  the  citizens. 

12.  Whether  facilities  for  obtaining  loans  are  granted 
to  persona  in  official  atationa,  which  are  not  extended  to 
the  citizens  eenenlly. 

13.  That  the  sud  select  commiUee  be  empowered  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  have  owis  admini»- 
tered  to  witnesses;  and  that  they  be  allowed  a  clerk,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  to  keep 
the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  and  to  take  nunutes  of 
the  evidence,  and  to  do  such  writings  ai  the  comnuttee 
may  direct. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  tariff  resolution  was  resumed,  and  Mr.  HOLMES 
spoke  between  two  and  three  hours  in  continuation  and 
conclusion  of  the  speech  he  commenced  yesterday. 

[I'he  speech  is  given  entire  in  the  preceding  pages.] 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Wkditebhat,  Fkbhuabt  1. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  for  considera> 
tion  by  Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN: 

1.  Jiesotved,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  bound  by  the  terms  and  stipulations  of  several  ti-eaties 
made  with  the  Cherokee  nation  oF  Indians,  and  also  by 
the  provislona  of  the  intercourse  act  of  1802,  to  protect 
aaid  imtion  from  all  intrusions  upon  their  territory. 

2.  That  the  Pre»dcnt  of  the  United  States  does  not 
possess  the  constitutional  power  of  dispensing  with  tlie 
execution  of  the  intercourse  act  of  1802,  and  of  said  trea- 
ties; and  that  until  the  said  act  shall  be  repealed,  and 
while  the  said  treaties  remiun,  it  is  the  duly  of  the  Preu- 
dent  to  enforce  their  provisions  and  sUpulatioiis. 

SALT. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Bxinoir,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to: 

Seiohed,  That  the  Senate's  Committee  on  Manufactures 
be  instructed  to  inquire  of  tlie  gentleman  whose  letter  on 
the  state  of  tlic  salt  manufacture  and  salt  trade  on  the 
Kenliawa  has  been  comntunksted  to  the  Senate  by  that 
committee,  as  follows: 

1.  The  present  actual  cost  of  manufacturing  salt  at  the 
Kenhawa  works. 

%  The  mininnuD  amount  to  which  such  coat  nuglit  be 
reduced  by  exerticms  within  the  pown-  of  the  manufac* 
turers  to  make. 

3.  The  selling'  price  of  salt  at  the  w<n-ka  for  five  years 
iveviotis  to  1835. 

4.  The  UMial  selling  price  at  the  works  rince  1823. 


5.  Whether  the  sale  of  salt  wis  unrestricted  before 
1835,  and  all  purchasers  bought  at  will. 

6.  Wbethertheaalehasbeenrestrictedsincethattimei 
and,  if  so,  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  restriction. 

7.  The  cost  of  transporting  salt,  during  the  spring 
montlis,  from  the  works  to  Cin<unnati,  Louisville,  and  St. 
Louis. 

8.  Whether  the  works,  or  a  large  part  of  them,  have 
been  leased  to  ■  eonpuiy]  and,  if  so,  at  what  time^  and 
for  how  loi^  a  time. 

9.  How  many  furnaces  are  in  use,  how  many  idle)  and 
if  any  are  idle,  or  have  been  idle,  whether  the  ownen 
have  been  pud,  and  for  what  time.  Also,  the  same  in- 
quiries  with  respect  to  not  opening  new  wells. 

10.  Whether  the  company,  since  1825,  have  not  re- 
quired their  agents  to  sell  s:dt  by  the  weight,  marked  at 
the  works  on  the  barrel;  and,  if  so,  how  long  that 
practice  continue. 

11.  Whether  the  company  will  aril  aalt  at  the  works  to 
wholesale  dealers,  for  the  Utter  to  retail  elaewheret  and, 
if  so,  at  what  placet  these  wholesale  dealers  are  allowed 
to  retail. 

12.  .Whether  the  company  who  have  leaaed  the  works, 
(if  any  such  there  is,  or  lately  has  been,)  have  eatabliabcd 
agencies  in  the  West  to  retail  salt;  if  so,  the  places  where 
such  agencies  arc  established,  the  prices  at  wluch  they 
have  sold  salt  in  the  bll  season  of  each  year;  whetho- 
they  received  any  thing  but  ca^  for  saltf  and  whether 
any  agent  was  restriot«i  fKHn  selling  sah  to  a  wholesale 
dealer,  to  retail  in  the  district  Xif  suw  i^^ent,  m  any  other 
district. 

The  same  queries  to  be  answered,  not  only  according 
to  the  personal  knowledge  of  the  gentlemen  to  whtnn 
they  are  directed,  but  according  to  meh  information  as 
they  may  have  received  and  believe  to  be  true^  and  ac- 
cording to  such  information  as  they  can  conveniently  ob- 
tain, and  Can  rely  upon  aa  true— the  whole  to  be  eoounu- 
nicated  aa  soon  aa  conveniently  it  may  he. 

UNCLAIMED  DIVIDENDS. 

The  ftdlowing  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
SrsABoa,  was  taken  up: 

Beaokedy  That  the  Secretary  of  tiie  lYeaauty  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  amount  of  the  un- 
claimed dividends  of  the  funded  ddit  tiTthe  United  States 
which  have  been  due  more  than  two  year%  with  the  names 
of  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  may  appear  to  be  due* 
and  the  particular  species  of  stock  upon  wnich  h  socruetL 
At  a  subsequent  part  of  the  day, 
Mr.  CLAY  -observed  that  the  resolution  had  passed 
while  he  w  A  absent  but  a  few  momenta  from  his  seat  It 
rehtted  to  a  mbject  which  bad  once  been  before  tiw 
other  House,  who  then  deemed  itinexpetUent  to  acton  it 
It  was  a  subject  also  that  required  some  consideration; 
and  he  hoped  the  honond>le  Senator  who  brought  it  for- 
ward would,  for  that  purpose,  allow  the  vote  taken  on  it 
to  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  that,  in  consenting  to  reconsider 
the  resolution,  it  was  with  the  UDderstanoing  it  wms  for 
the  purpose  merely  of  restoring  it  to  the  situation  in  which 
it  stood  before  its  adoption,  and  not  with  any  view  ot 
withdrawing  it  In  introdacing  it,  he  had  no  omer  object 
than  that  which  ought  to  actuate  every  Senator — to  pro- 
cure inforoiation  on  subjects  of  importance.  The  divi- 
dends referred  to  had  remwned  in  ihe-Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  thirty  years,  and  perhaps  without  the  knowledge 
of  those  entitled  to  themi  and  it  was  but  iust  to  let  the 
ckimanb  know  that  there  was  money  or  theirs  in  our 
own  hands,  which  we  are  ready  to  pay  them.  He  would 
consent  to  restore  the  resolution  to  the  situation  in  whidi 
it  stood  before  it  passed;  and  when  it  again  came  to  be 
acted  upon,  he  hoped  tlie  Senate  woaU  give  it  a  fiiven- 
ble  conaidention. 
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3U  Lows  College. 


Mr.  CLAY  obterved  that  be  had  no  other  object  in 
ukmr  a  KcooridcrstwD  thm  to  gain  Ikne  Ibr  an  exumnip 
tion  M  the  Mibject 

Tbe  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  6PRA6UE,  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  resolution,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table, 
ind  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  giving  effect  to  a  commercial 
arrangement  between  the  United  9tatea  and  the  Republic 
of  Colombia,  waa  read  the  fint  time,  and  wdered  to  a 
•econd  reai^ig. 

ThetuH  fiirttierelief  of  John  J.  Jacob;  and 

The  bin  fiir  tbe  refief  of  William  Tbarp,  were  conaider- 
cd  in  Connittee  of  the  WIk^  and  ordered  to  a  third 
rcadiif. 

ST.  LOUIS  COLLEGE. 

Tile  fain  H^antinff  a  townahip  of  land  to  the  French 
college  of  St.  Loom,  waa  taken  up  in  Conunittee  of  the 

Whdfe. 

Mr.  KING  explMned  the  leaaona  why  the  committee 
had  thought  proper  to  report  in  fkvor  of  the  object  of 
thtsbill.  Congreaa  had  appropriated  landa  in  all  the  new 
Ststei  for  the  benefit  of  seminariea  of  learning',  and  the 
bill  granting  aid  to  the  French  college  of  St.  Louli^  waa 
founded  on  the  ground  that  those  lands  appropriated  for 
the  ^tirpose  of  education  were  granted  for  the  benefit  of 
Engli^  institutions,  and  the  present  applicants  derived 
no  advantage  from  them  whatever.  Tliey  were  the 
original  inuilHtanta  of  MiMOMri,  and  tanamj  subjeeta 
under  the  French  or  Spaiuab  OoTemmenta  befm  the  ter- 
ritory was  ceded  to  the  Umted  Sutes.  They  bad  now 
become  eitizena  of  the  Statea,  and,  as  such,  were  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  American  citizens.  When 
thechangetook  place,  they  were  left  unprovided  for,  and 
vere  now  dependent  upon  the  liberality  of  individuals  to 
support  their  institution,  which  was  not  only  important  to 
Ihemselvea.  but  to  the  whole  American  people,  as  chil- 
dren, whether  of  French  or  English  origin,  were  equally 
adutttted  to  the  benefits  of  tbe  ingtitution.  There  had 
been  a  grant  nmde  by  Coi^^tcm  in  support  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb  asj-luma  at  Connecticut,  and  elsewhere,  besides 
tppropriating  for  other  acmtnaries,  which  he  referred  to. 
Be  could  only  add  that,  besides  these  views  which  the 
committee  had  taken  into  consideration,  the  old  French 
inhabitants  bad  peculiar  cluma  upon  Congreaa,  that  would 
not  iqiply  in  any  other  caae  of  tiie  numenwi  rimilar  appli- 
cationa  wlueh  md  been  made  from  vatiouB  auurees  fior 
appropriationa  for  the  benefit  of  Engliah  inititutiona  whidi 
were  already  recaving  the  proceeds  of  the  hnda  hereto, 
fine  approptiated  for  the  advancement  of  leamii^  througfa- 
□iit  the  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  tlte  reading  tbe  petition,  which 
contained  a  statement  of  the  present  and  past  situation  of 
the  eoll^c — its  origin  and  present  number  of  students, 
and'me  grounds  upcm  which  they  prayed  for  the  aid  of 
Coi^resB. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  aOd  be  had  no  objection  to  the 
gnnt  of  land  asked  for  by  the  memorialiatai  but.  in  his 
opinion,  sinnlar  grants  should  be  mode  to  other  Statea  if 
this  was  adopted.  There  were  many  applications,  and 
among  them  one  from  his  own  State,  which  he  thou^t 
nas equally  entitled  to  an  appropriation;  and  he  wished 
to  know  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  who  was  en  the 
conmnttee  to  wluch  this  memorial  had  been  referred, 
whdber  it  had  been  acted  on.  and.  if  w,  what  was  the 
remit.  He  obaerved  that  aome  Btatea  bad  recrived  a 
)rnnt  of  three  townships,  while  others  had  but  two,  and 
Uissitsippi  was  among  the  latter  description.  He  thought 
it  would  be  the  best  policy  to  place  all  the  Statea  upon 
»)  equal  footing  in  their  granta  of  land,  either  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  or  in  some  other  that  ndght  be  brought  forward. 
He  wished  to  be  informetl  on  thia  subject,  because  he 
■toud  here  a«  a  representative  of  those  who  had  applied 
Vol.  VUI.— is 


in  his  own  State,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  this  bill  if 
Hwf  were  to  be  excluded,  because  in  the  colleges  oi  all 
the  nev  States  the  French  hu^uage  was  tau^t  as  well 
to  the  children  of  the  oripnal  inhabitants  as  to  others,  and 
he  could  see  no  propriety  in  selecting  the  St  Louis  col- 
lege as  one  entitled  to  peculiar  favor,  if  all  the  others 
were  to  be  excluded.  He  sliould,  thnefore,  feel  it  hia 
duty  to  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  (or  the  pur- 
pose of  Airther  consideration  and  amendment 

Mr.  KING  said  tiiat  the  committee  had  under  con- 
rideration  the  memorial  alluded  to  by  tbe  gentleman  hmt 
Mississippi,  and  he  believed  they  were  not  disposed  to 
repeat  nvorably  upon  it.  He  had  before  given  his  reasons 
why  the  committee  had  thmight  the  college  at  St.  Louis 
entitled  to  favor,  and  he  woum  leave  the  Senate  to  decide 
the  question.  '  He  had  before  stated  that  Missisffippi  hud 
two  townships,  and  Missouri  and  Alabama  had  the  same, 
while  Indnna  had  three.  No  cause  had  been  assigned  fbr 
the  preference  that  he  knew  of.  that  had  induced  this 
action  of  Congress  in  their  ftvor.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
there  would  be  equsl  propriety  in  giving  three  town^ips 
to  each  State,  and  he  should  not  object  to  any  proposal 
tliat  the  gentleman  mi^ht  make  for  that  purpose;  but  to 
grant  the  present  petition  to  protect  the  college  of  St. 
Louis,  would  only  be  following  the  course  heretofore  pur- 
sued by  Congress  in  patronizing  learning  by  granta  of 
land;  and  as  this  institution  was  without  the  reach  of  bene- 
fit (rim  the  public  lands  already  granted,  he  thought  some> 
tiling  should  be  done  for  it  He  would  support  any 
amendment  that  the  Senate  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  HOLMES  hoped  this  qitestion  would  not  he  con- 
nected with  others  with  whi<m  it  had  no  concern.  He 
was  in  favor  of  granting  lands  for  the  benefit  of  institu* 
tions  of  learning,  but  he  did  not  see  the  propriety  of 
granting  to  one  college,  and  refusing  it  to  another. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  merits  of  the  bill  had  been  well 
stated  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kiiro,]  who 
had  reported  it  from  the  Land  Comn^ttee,  <^  which  he 
was  cburman.  Mr.  B.  knew  that  the  hour  fbr  talcing  up 
another  subject  (the  tariff  resolutions)  had  arrived,  but 
he  hoped  that  a  few  minutes  would  be  spared  to  this  bill, 
and  thereby  prevent  it  from  being  laid  over  tiU  another 
day.  He  was  sure  he  could  appeal  to  the  liberal  feelings 
of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Poihbixtbk,]  notto 
press  an  amendment  for  his  State,  which  would  be  of  ana- 
ture  dissimilar  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  [Mr.  POIN- 
DEXTER bowed  assent]  Mr.  B.  continued.  Hhs  bill  is 
fbr  the  preservation  and  the  difTurion  of  the  French  hn- 
guaget  a  language  of  too  univeiwl  use  and  necessity  to  be 
commented  upon  here.  It  is  to  preserve  and  Effuse  that 
language,  not  for  the  children  of  Missouri  alone,  but  of 
the  whole  Union.  The  college  is  now  in  operation;  a 
brick  building  of  four  stories  higli  having  been  built  by  pri- 
vate exertions  and  liberality;  about  one  nundred  and  forty 
students,  many  of  them  receiving  gratuitous  instruction, 
were  now  at  the  institution,  the  whole  under  the  care  of 
a  president  and  professors  Miinentiy  capable  of  discharg- 
ing tiieir  important  tmstii.  BesiJes  the  French  language, 
alltbe  branches  of  a  liberal  education  were  taught  there; 
the  modem  li\ing  languages,  English,  Sparush,  andltalian, 
as  well  as  French,  and  the  dead  languages.  It  waa  a  place 
where  the  modern  living  languages,  especially  French, 
could  be  learnt  practiculy;  where  the  tongue  and  ear 
could  beeeme  master  of  the  language  as  well  as  the  eye. 
French  was  undoubtedly  tanght  in  all  our  seminaries  of 
learning;  but  how?  and  to  what  purpose?  Merely  to 
transhite;  hardly  ever  to  apeak  it,  to  write  it,  to  under* 
stand  it  when  spoken.  Mr.  B.  said  the  French  college  at 
St.  Louis  would  difCer  from  all  these.  It  would  teach  the 
language  practically;  make  it  useful;  add  it.  in  fact,  as  a 
second  mother  tongue  to  the  American  or  English  learner. 
Mr.  B.  cmild  see  no  constitutional  objection  to  this  appli- 
cation.   The  United  States  had  bought  |he  province  at 
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IXMUSuii  and  could  lell  tbe  land,  or  bestow  portions  of 
it  as  ihe  pletaed.  IVo  townships  of  land  had  been  grant- 
ed to  the  State  tiS  Wasouri  for  the  support  of  a  seminarf 
of  Xevwtug,  but  both  these  townships  would  ^  to  the 
sappcnt  of  in  institution  chiefly  dedicated  to  the  English 
language.  Why  give  all  mr  support  to  the  Eii^isb  lan- 
guage, when  we  have  acquired,  with  an  immense  public 
domain,  a  lai^e  population  of  French  extraction,  descend- 
ed from  that  nation  which  stood  by  us  in  the  war  of  the 
revolution,  now  incorporated  with  ua  in  our  political  union, 
entitled  to  ^  tile  benefits  <tf  the  Union,  and  only  asking 
fbr  a  pittance  out  of  die  vast  domain  whidi  came  with 
them  into  this  UniiHt,  and  which  pittance  is  to  be  used  in 
the  most  meritorious  manner,  not  for  their  own  advantage 
only,  but  for  the  common  and  mutuij  advantage  of  the 
whole  Union^  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  an  object  in  tlie  admin- 
istration of  tbe  laws  to  give  public  satisfactionv  much  more 
dioukl  it  be  an  object  to  give  satisfsction  tn  the  enactment 
of  kwi.  The  petitioners  in  this  case  are  a  portion  of  the 
ineient  inhabitants  of  I..oui«ana.  Tbey  have  been  peti- 
tioncrs  at  thw  bar  for  a  long  time,  not  ror  this  object,  but 
fbr  anotheri  not  for  bounty,  but  for  justice.  They  have 
been  petitioners  here  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  not  for  a 
college  grant,  but  for  the  confirmation  of  their  land  titles. 
Those  titles  were  not  yet  settled.  Mr.  B.  would  not  now 
touch  that  question — a'notlieroccamon  would  present  itself 
soon— but  he  would  declare  to  the  Senate,  ttiat  it  was  the 
conscientious  belief  and  firm  conviction  of  the  ancient 
French  populatiqn  tliat  justice  bad  not  been  done  them; 
that  formalities  and  unfounded  suaiuaons  had  been  allow- 
ed to  interpose,  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  lands,  and 
that  In  a  republic  which  the  bounty  of  kings  liad  bestow- 
ed upon  them.  This  was  their  belief;  and  now,  if,  after 
ao  many  large  grants  to  tlie  States  for  the  support  of  semi- 
narist if,  aJter  the  grant  of  one  section  in  every  township 
tiiroiu;faouttlte  new  States  for  the  promotion  of  education, 
the  whole  of  which  (^«nt«  enured  to  tbe  benefit  of  English 
schools  and  En^iah  coUeges;  if,  af^er  all  this,  a  petition 
fbr  one  townsliip  of  refuse  liuid,  to  be  taken  out  of  their 
own  former  inheritance,  and  to  be  devoted  to  the  pre- 
servation and  difTusion  of  their  native  language,  should  be 
rejected,  it  will  be  impossible  for  ihem  to  see  an  adequate 
reason  for  the  rejection.  D'.ssatisfaction  rotist  be  the  con- 
se<^uence,  and  a  stronger  belief  of  injustice  must  per\'adc 
their  bosoms. 

Mr.  HAYNE  obsorred  tliat  the  object  was  an  imporunt 
one,  and  likely  to  take  up  much  Ume;  he  would,  there- 
fore, move  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
resumii^  die  qpeoat  order  of  the  day.  Thia  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  connderation  of  Mr- 
Cui'a  rcaoliitioD,  propowng  a  modification  of  the  tarifl; 
tc^ether  with  Mr.  HavKa'a  amendment  thereto. 

Mr.  HILI^  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  as  I,  Mr.  Prcu- 
dent,  am  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  in  my  views  from  those 
of  almost  every  other  Senator  representing  the  States  of 
the  North,  on  the  subject  of  the  reeolution  now  under 
connderation,  I  am  forced  to  do  what  I  had  not  expected 
to  feel  obliged  to  do  during  the  preseht  session — give  at 
length  the  reasoos  which  will  prompt  my  vote  on  tbe  ques- 
tion—a question  of  great  importance  to  every  section  of 
tbe  country.  I  ^ould  not  do  justice  to  nwself,  or  meet 
tbe  expectations  of  my  constituents,  tf  I  suffered  tlic  occa- 
non  fo  pass  with  giving  simply  a  silent  vote. 

Sir,  among  the  artifices  resorted  to  by  the  political  tariff 
men — for  we  have  political  tariff  men,  whose  newborn 
zeal  outstrips  all  the  old  and  steady  fineuds  to  the  protec- 
tion of  American  industry — is  that  of  making  this  a  ques- 
tion of  variance  as  between  the  North  and  South.  1  trust 
I  shall  be  able  todu>w  tliat  itia  not  less  the  interest  of  the 
ireat  body  of  ft«cmen  at  the  Nwth  to  reduce  the  Uses 


on  articles  ofneceasity,  than  it  it  that  ctf"  the  freemen  of  the 
Sontfai  that  if  the  people  of  the  South  are  suffering  frtKn 
the  effect  of  heavy  duties,  so  do  the  mass  of  the  people  in 
Uie  manu&cturing  States  suffer  from  the  same  cause;  that 
Uie  chief  intention  of  those  who  employ  agents  to  besiege 
Congress,  to  resist  all  attempts  to  reduce  the  taxes,  and 
to  call  for  more  protection,  is  to  benefit  the  rich  and  de- 
press the  poor — to  enable  the  wealthy  manufacturers  to 
swallow  up  tlie  small  manufacturers  and  mechamcs,  the 
farmer's  &mily  manuGictures,  and  all  the  money  the  far- 
mer can  earn.  In  a  voi]^  1  hope  to  succeed  in  demon- 
strating tliat  the  high  tariff,  continued  without  abatement, 
must  result  in  the  complete  monopoly  to  wealth,  in  the 
virtual  creation  of  lords  and  vassals,  and  in  tbe  destruction 
of  that  proud  spirit  of  independence  which  cUancterizcs 
free  institutions  and  free  men. 

Another  artifice  of  the  political  tariff  part^  is  to  inter- 
pose the  question  of  constitutionality,  on  which  the  oppo- 
nents of  a  hi^h  tuiff  are  divided.  The  wire-drawn  argu- 
ment, tiie  nice  tlefinition  and  cdlocation  of -words,  and 
the  hdiored  inferences  which  are  or  may  be  offered  on 
this  subject,  I  will  not  attempt  to  answer.  l*be  question 
IS  not  with  me— are  high  duties  intended  exclusively  for 
die  protection  ofhoroe  manufiicturesconEUtiitional?  But, 
are  they  expedient?  -If  inexpedient,  they  are  bad,  and 
ought  to  be  changed:  if  both  inexpedient  and  uneonslitu- 
tional,  they  are  still  bad,  and  can  only  be  changed.  If 
tiiey  are  daily  increasing  that  discontent  which  may  ter- 
minate in  a  cusruption  of  the  constitution,  it  is  folly  surely 
to  discuss  nice  pwnts  which  may  never  be  satis&ctorily 
decided  while  we  suffer  the  evil  to  occur  whicli  might 
have  been  averted.  It  is  quite  enough  for  me,  if  our  fa- 
thers who  framed  the  constitution  considered  the  power 
of  enacting  a  protecting  tariff  for  tlie  growth  of  manufac- 
tures to  be  the  main  object  of  that  instniment,  that  they 
never  Uid  or  enforced  taxes  on  the  petmle  in  the  shape  of 
duties  on  imports  which  went  beyond  the  revenue  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  Government— that  th^  had  no  pro. 
jecta  of  fedenu  internal  improvement,  or  sjdendid  Go- 
vernment, to  furnish  an  apoliwy  for  hi^  taxes. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  as  well  because  the  principle  of  that 
resolution,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  make  taxation  more 
unequal  than  the  tarifl'  of  1838  now  is,  as  because  tbe 
adoption  of  such  a  principle  is  calculated  toproduce  great- 
er ^scontent  and  heart-bnmings,  and  to  fiin  tiie  fUme  vi 
discord  in  this  happy  land.  Nay,  ur,  it  it  iDv  fear  that  if 
laws  shall  pass  at  this  sesnon,  carrying  into  effec^tbe  prin- 
ciples of  that  resolution,  civil  war  may  be  the  consequence. 

Gentlemen  more  Uian  once  have  alluded  to  the  "pro- 
tective system"  as  beinjf  the  very  life-blood  of  our  coun- 
try's prosperity — as  having  scattered  its  "  rich  fruits"  over 
the  land — as  Inving  ".repleni^d  the  public  coffers,"  and 
enabled  the  Gkivernment  to  ^acharge  tbe  public  debt  In 
my  beUef,  they  have  mistaken  idtogether  the  effects  of 
their  system.  I  had  supposed  ifany  tariff  law  had  been  of 
essential  benefit  to  the  general  interest  by  fostering  Ame- 
rican mantifiictiires,  it  was  the  law  of  1816;  but  this  tbe 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  denies.  1  understood  him  to 
say  that  "the  tariff  of  1816  carried  destruction  to  the 
Kastem  States;"  but  that  the  Eastern  States  were  relieved 
by  tbe  Uw  of  1834.  Now,  ur,  the  law  of  1834  did  nc« 
satisQn— it  did  not  affwd  the  protection  asked  fbr,  and 
under  that  law  the  manufacturers  were  ruined:  ntiUiORS 
of  money  expended  on  manufactures  were  sunk  between 
that  year  and  1629.  The  law  of  1828  was  passed:  this 
law,  by  some  of  its  present  friends,  was  termed  a  **  bill  of 
abominations."  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  not 
satisfied  with  it — he  says  its  wholesome  provisions  are 
evaded,  and  that,  under  its  present  operation,  the  manu- 
facturers of  wo^ens  are  still  great  sufferers.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman frnm  New  Jersey  is  also  dissatisfied  with  some  of 
its  provinons — he  says  the  duly  onjvod  was  laid  too  bi^. 
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Without  hearmjf  »  wonl  from  the  opponents  of  the  present 
tarifi^  reuoningr  from  the  opporite  bets  and  inferences 
prewnted  by  it^  fKendi,  I  cin  come  to  no  other  conclunon 
than  that  the  unpoattion  of  all  duties  berond  what  is  neces- 
swv  simply  to  raise  a  rereniie  for  denayinp  the  current 
aou  ordinary  expenses  of  the  ^Government,  is  of  a  policy  at 
least  doubtAiI. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  assume  and  attempt  to  prove  the 
poution  that  neither  the  tariff  of  1834  that  at  1838  has 
essentiaUy  benefited  manufactures. 

It  is  true  tiiat  since  the  pasBSffc  of  the  law  of  1838  seve- 
nl  great  mamfkctoring  establishmentB  hare  arisen  in  tlie 
liastern  States. 

So,  under  the  ntoderate  protection  of  the  law  of  1816, 
several  large,  and  many  small,  establishments  grew  up  and 
Nourished.  The  cotton  eatablishmenta  aX  that  early  period 
were  as  well  protected— luy,  better  protected,  than  they 
ever  cao  be  under  any  other  law.  '  Not  that  the  laws  of 
1^  and  1838  did  not  urn  at  protection— but  what  with 
the  revulaons  consequent  to  continued  legislation,  and 
annually  moving  this  subject — now,  the  maritet  overstock- 
ed and  glutted  with  the  foreign  article,  and  rendering 
prices  merely  Dominal^  and  now  the  spirit  of  speculation 
simulated  by  the  "gtorious  protection"  which  was  to  be 
furnished  by  a  new  tariff* — thousands  of  persons  of  mode- 
rate propeity,  who  had  invested  all  they  had  in  manufac- 
turing ealalwshmentt^  were  ruined.  Ofidlthemiallwotd- 
len  esitablidiments  irithin  my  knowle^,  there  was  no 
one  that  had  not  stopped;  yes,  «r,  the  owners  ftiled,  or 
shut  up  aliop,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1839,  irfter  the  tariff 
of  1S38  had  been  in  operation  more  than  one  ^ar. 

Does  any  one  suppose  that  if  the  duties  on  imports  bad 
remsined  unifivm  from  1816,  soch  vast  sums  would  have 
been  lost  in  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufacturing  esta- 
blishnenta?  Will  any  one  contend  that  the  manufactures 
both  of  cotton  and  wool  would  have  been  lest  flourishing 
in  New  Enriand  than  they  now  are^  8udi  assumption 
would  now  De  a  nvstakei  and  every  practical  manufacturer 
in  tbe  country  will  tetl  you  so. 

1  trust,  lir.  Preudent,  that  I  am  not  of  those  who  will 
not  re|<Mce  to  see  any  portion  of  our  eounttr  prosperous. 
I  rejMce  to  see  large  manufacturing  establishments  grow- 
ing up  in  my  neighborhood,  and  I  am  gratified  when  I 
bear  that  tiu^ir  owners  are  enabled  to  make  la:^  divi- 
dends. But  these  luKC  establishments  are  not,  to  my  aee- 
tion  of  tbe  countryt  all  that  they  appear  to  be — all  that  the 
l^nticman  from  South  Can^na  supposes  them  to  be :  they 
are  not  always  to  be  taken  asan  indication  of  the  "general 
prosperity." 

In  a  township  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  a  few 
yean  ago,  aa  establishment  with  a  capital  of  one  million 
of  dollars  waa  set  on  footfiH-the  manufteture  of  cotlont 
Boany  men  of  Mnall  ci^ital  in  the  vicinity  were  induced 
to  taike  sharesf  the  principal  part  of  the  stock  wa^  how- 
ever, taken  by  the  rich  men  of  a  dty  in  another  State. 
Tbe  work  of  erecting  buildings,  tearing  down  old  bouses, 
opening  new  streets,  ereetii^  dams,  and  creating  artificial 
ponda  of  water,  went  on  swimmingly  until  the  first  million 
was  expended.  The  directors  and  agents  had  not  yet 
gone  &r«nougb  for  the  *'proq>eri^'  of  the  pbce:  they 
took  out  a  new  act  of  incorporation  for  another  company, 
with  a  camtal  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  not  to 
burden  tne  small  proprietors  wHh  new  assessments,  who 
were  too  poor  to  raise  the  money,  Aie  rich  men  engaged 
preferred  to  loan  the  sum  to  the  new  corporation,  ftikmg 
for  their  security  the  property  of  tbe  first  establishment. 
Tbe  stock*  the  price  of  whiefa  those  interested  knew  well 
bow  to  comrol,  fell  in  the  market — the  corporation  be- 
catne  embarraaced — the  proper^  was  attached,  and  in  the 
end  the  whole  was  a^zed  to  the  use  and  owncnhip  of 
ihoile  irtio  bad  loaned  the  one>thtrd  bf  the  original  cost, 
while  the  other  credHiga  to  the  e^'poration  obtained  not 
acent   it  in  believed  thtf  notantndridualowncrofthe 


stock,  resident  in  the  State  where  this  establishment  waa 
located,  eacaped  the  entire  loss  of  his  amount  (rf*  stock' 
pidd  in,  and  the  hard  earned  wages  of  the  workmen  and 
workwomen  were  never  paid.  This,  sir,  is  but  an  instance 
of  many,  in  which  tlie  men  of  moderate  property,  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  have  been  filched  of  their  all. 

Another  evil  attending  these  large  establishments  is, 
that  they  tend  to  the  annihilation  of  that  household  indus- 
try, un^r  which  the  matrons  of  New  Enf^and  had  reared 
those  sons  who  have  been  the  staininaof  ourKberliea,  and 
those  daughters  who  have  arisen  to  call  the  nation  blessed. 
The  common  &nners  of  New  England,  t^,  u«  worUng 
men,  and  their  wives  and  daughters  were  working  women) 
it  was  their  pride  and  their  delight  to  "  lay  their  hands  to 
the  spindle,  and  their  hands  hold  of  the  distafF— to  make 
fine  linen  and  sell  it,  and  deliver  girdles  unto  the  mer- 
chants." So  extennve  were  these  household  roanufcc- 
tures,  that  almost  the  entire  dothing  of  the  farmers'  fanu- 
lies  was  produced  on  th«r  own  fhrms,  manufactured  into 
cloth,  and  the  garments  made  under  their  own  rooft.  The 
value  and  extent  of  this  manufacture  may  be  estimated 
from  the  fact  that,  «« from  1790  to  1794,  the  average  coat 
of  woc^ens  brou|;ht  into  the  United  States,  including  du^ 
and  expenses  of  importation,  was  seven  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars;  the  population  about  four  and  a  half  mitUons  of 
petscms.  At  the  moderate  estimate  of  six  dollars  per  head, 
thia  would  give  an  annual  uroollen  consumption  tat  the 
whde  United  States  of  twen^'-seven  milUoos  of  doUarsf 
only  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  which  beii^  of  foreign 
production,  it  is  manifest  that  a  wot^len  manufrctare  ex- 
isted in  the  United  States,  equal  to  the  wants  of  three- 
fourths  of  its  whole  population,  at  a  period  when  the  du- 
ties were  almost  nominal."  Every  neighborhood  then 
had  its  fulling  mill,  and  clothier,  who  dressed  this  cloth, 
and  prepared  it  for  use.  This  occupation  now  is  almoat 
entirely  broken  up— the  clothier  basoeen  obfiged  to  seek 
dn  occupation  ebewhere— 4he  fiirmer^  daurirtert  are 
obliged  toherd  together  in  fifties,  hundreds,  and  thousands 
in  the  manu&cturing  establishments;  or,  if  th^  remun  at 
home,  no  longer  find  that  profitable  and  wholesome  CTt- 
ployment  which  was  so  highly  beneficial  to  the  proeperity 
and  to  the  moralt  of  the  whole  community-  While  pur- 
suing these  occupations  at  home,  they  were  respeowde. 
and  renected.  You  may  imagine,  ur,  what  is,  what  triU 
be  one  hundred  vean  hence,  their  condition  in  such  esta- 
blishments as  wiU  betbe  futtmeBhrnbighamsand  Hanchea- 
tm  of  America^  how  well  fitted  they  will  be  to  fill  the 
places  of  the  mothers  of  our  country. 

Here,  sir,  1  may  be  permitted  to  notice  the  informatHHi 
given  by  the  Senator  fnm  Mune  in  a  letter  from  smne 
i^;ent  ol'  the  great  manu&cturing  cstablisbment  Great 
Falls.  Great  Fallsiswithin  the  State  of  New  Haii^Mbir^ 
and  I  liave  a  right  to  say  sometiiing  about  tlie  placet  tho 
viU^  contains  more  than  a  thousand  inhabitants,  and  |)art 
of  the  settlement  belongs  to  tiie  State  of  Midne,  b«i«Mtu- 
ated  on  and  near  the  line  of  the  two  States.  The  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  the  other  day  informed  you  how 
many  yards  of  cotton  cloth  were  inade  there  in  a  year. 
But  the  letter  read  by  the  Senator  firom  Mune  gives  more 
imp<ntant  informtion:  it  discloses  other  madiinery  Aere 
in  operation.  It  seems  the  inmates  of  the  eBtabUthnen^ 
are  there  all  forced  to  becmne  reltnous. 

[Mr.  HiLi  was  here  intermpted  by  Mr.  HOLMES,  who 
denied  that  any  such  inferences  were  deduclble  from  the 
letter  which  he  bad  read  yesterday.  Be'tMr.  H.1  said 
he  had  not  the  letter  in  his  phce,  but  would  go  to  his  lodg- 
ings and  procure  it.] 

Hr.  HULL  resumed.  The  manufacturing  dons,  said  be, 
have  always  been  of  the  party  claiming  **  all  tbe  reUsioi^ 
as  wen  u  "all  the  wealth  and  x^ectabili^t;"  andif  their 
dependents  rcfiise  to  become  so,  [ttiat  is,  refuse  to  sub- 
scribe to  their  peculiar  docfarine,]  they  are,  Jdnstfremont^ 
turned  out  of  employment.   Tbey  are  also  fbreed  to  be 
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temperate;  or,  at  least,  they  are  under  wch  a  restriotWe 
system  as  pernuts  them  to  purchase  intoxicating  liquors 
only  at  one  pbce»  and  that  place  managed  without  duubt 
to  the  advantage  and  profit  of  the  rich  owners  of  the  es- 
tabli^ment.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  read  by  the 
Senator,  that  a  director  of  one  of  tliese  great  eatiblish- 
ments  controb  every  thing — that  he  directs,  not  only  the 
actions,  but  the  tbou(^ta  of  all  persons  in  his  employ — that 
tiicy  are  but  madunes  in  his  bands  to  execute  any  purpose, 
to  torn  off  any  work  he  may  be  employed  to  do,  wbe^er 
it  be  to  manuiacture  cotton  cloth,  or  vote  at  the  polls  for 
such  candidates  as  the  owners  sliall  designate.  Is  it  pre- 
suming too  much  to  say  tliat  the  future  condition  of  the 
pemoofl  cotnponng  the  manufacturing  population  will  be 
DO  better  than  that  of  the  serfs  and  rassals  to  the  Euro- 
pean barons  of  the  feudal  system? 

Sir,  the  effect  of  large  manufacturing  establishments 
may  be  illustrated  by  acwnparison.  The  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Venbont,  nearly  of  equal  nze,  for  the  last 
Airty  years  have  been  of  nearly  equal  population.  Ver- 
mont his  the  advantage  of  more  recent  settlement  and  a 
more  extended  fertile  schI,  while  New  Hampiriiire  is  nearer 
theaeaboard  and  to  a  profitable  market  for  her  surplus  pro- 
ducts. In  ISIO,  the  population  of  Vennont  exceeded  that 
of  New  Haxorobire  by  about  three  thousand;  but,  by  the 
census  of  1830,  New  Hampshire  went  ahead  of  Vermont 
more  than  nine  thousand.  During  these  ten  yean  there 
were  no  manubcturing  est^Iishments  in  either  State,  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  afiect  tlte  population.  From  1830 
to  1830  has  been  themanuActuringera.  HUlions  ofcapi- 
tal,  much  of  it  entirely  sacrificed,  have  been  invested  in 
New  Hampshire,  but  none  of  any  considerable  magnitude 
in  Vennont.*  1  do  not  know  of  a  cotton  or  wooUen  esta- 
blishment in  ikaZ  State~«t  least*  I  believe  there  is  none  in 
opention  on  the  east  ttde  of  the  Green  Mountains.  As 
New  Hamprijire  had  the  adnultl^ge  of  the  nuUions  invested, 
and  the  great  manufacturing  establisbments  in  operation) 
as  she  had  some  thousands  added  in  operatives  nam  Ire- 
land and  England,  we  flattered  ourselves  that  tiie  gnuute 
State  would  stiU  keep  ahead  in  population  of  her  nster, 
Vermont,  in  the  census  of  1830.  We  are  disappcKnted. 
Vermont  is  above  New  Hantpshve  by  11,146^  haTing  gun- 
ed  upon  her  in  tte  lait  ten  years  more  tlua  SO,OW,  and 
having  a  population  of  280,679,  wt^  New  Hampshire 
haa  but  369,533.  Under  the  lalteensn^  New  Hampshire 
had  six,  and  Vermont  five  representatives  in  Coiwress; 
onder  the  present  census^  the  caae  mnr  be  reverse^  and 
wiU  be  reversed  if  the  ratio  other  of  45,000  or  -lefOOO 
riudl  be  adopted. 

The  manu&cturing  estabUahments  have  doubled  and 
fometimes  trebled  the  population  in  tome  half  doaen  town- 
ihipa  of  New  Uaropdure;  but  their  immediate  presence 
haa  ao  daooumged  agriculture,  that  other  fiunung  towns 
in  their  vicinity  have  less  population  than  they  had  ten 
years  ago-  The  active  young  men  have  been  tempted  by 
tte  prospect  of  cash  and  hi^h  wi^s  to  labor  in  erecting 
these  manoftcturing  establishments:  when  this  business 
is  finialied,  they  return  to  their  former  occupation,  dis- 
contmted  that  they  cannot  labor  there  with  the  prospect 
of  immediatti  cadi  payments.   Somt  of  them  go  m  search 

•  Miwe  tU*  MaKiWnt  vu  maOt,  the  mr'Mt  mdentasda  Tenmm  t  bu 
b*at  clained  m  a  nuiHirheiariiiK  Bute!  It  will  not  be  dtrDird  that 
yeiBKMil  <MM  mucli  in  Ihe  way  of  eomjooa  maanraMura,  ai  hai  (^err 
EMlttrn  State  fiir  twniy  jv'n;  Uiat  (he  ku  faerflour  milU,  Mprr  mill*, 
eatdintMeMne*,  lanneriei,  &«.  BbekaislMhad  afew  coilon  and 
mIkn  MiabUduaenU  oa  B  wbU  mk,  wtUdi  were  ill  opera  lion  brfvrc 
llw  tariff  law  of  18S4.  On  inquiry  at  Hontpeiier,  in  Koveiubcr,  ihe 
writer  eraM  not  leam  thai  a  •inek-  cotton  eitabliibmmt  of  any  extem 
'«» ia<MiMion.  OneatUardbrdhadbeenatappedfoilwoTTBnMhe 
owner  (^another  en  queeeher  river,  (nppoKd  to  be  worth  £100,000, 
Md  been  mined.  A  woollen  hetory  at  Sorllillcld,  which  bail  been  in 
oberatim  before  tbe  tariff  of  bad  riiiee  that  of  'sa  mined  iti  «ea(- 
tbyownfr.  In  fbcuftramalltheiufomauun  reerived,  tlieapiniunmtut 
bt  itiimicd  that  Tcnnont  it  nut  a  manufketnriiic  State,  that  i>,  the 
hat  nd  Isige  Joint  Mock  nmpaoiM  at  emiiiderable  enent,  whoiebaii. 
amMtoatmillMtaia  eottta  aad  wovllm  oIoUm. 


of  new  temporary  employment  in  other  States,  where  ma- 
nufacturing establishments  arc  erecting^  others  m  to  the 
fitr  West,  where  more  golden  prospects  are  held  out  to 
them.  The  daughters  of  the  nraers  seek  emplt^ment 
first  at  some  neighboring  factory  in  the  State,  and  after- 
wards pursue  a  round  wherever  they  can  find  employment 
in  factories  of  other  States.  It  has  often  sarprised  stran- 
gers who  travel  in  New  England,  to  witness  the  number  of 
young  females  travelling  in  the  public  lUges  from  place 
to  place  without  a  protector.  Sometnnes  they  find  full 
employment,  and  a  little  better  wages  than  tiiey  can  ob- 
twn  in  families;  sometimes  the  female  domestics  ore  lured 
fiy>m  their  homes,  it  bein^  considered  more  respectable 
to  work  in  a  facio^  than  m  the  kitchen,  and  the  price  of 
fitmihr  service  is  raised  for  the  moment  some  twenty-five 
and  fifty  per  cent.  At  other  times  a  whole  factory  eata- 
bli^unent  is  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  the  female  inmates 
are  obUjfed  to  seek  any  roof  where  they  can  find  a  shelter. 
It  is  beheved  a  mqority  of  these  females  are  no  better  off; 
after  having  labored  for  years  in  a  fiictory,  than  they  were 
when  they  entered  it;  titey  usually  are  kept  in  debt  to 
some  store  connected  with  or  owned  by  the  &ctory  pro* 
prietors:  the  moral  effect  of  their  associations  is  better 
conceived  than  described.  What  respecbidile  man  would 
wish  a  daughter  phced  in  nicb  a  state  of  vassalage,  away 
from  friiend^,  away  ftiom  home?  Yet  the  dau^ters  t>f  re- 
spectable men  are  obliged  to  place  themselves  in  this  Mtu- 
ation;  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  impeach  their  nrtuc  in  the 
condition  to  which  circumstance  has  forced  them. 

We  have  seen,  sir,  bow  New  Hampshire,  a  manufiictur- 
ing  State,  stands,  when  compared  with  her  sister,  Ver- 
mont, an  agricultural  State — ^what  is  the  consequence  > 
She  is  deprived  of  at  least  twenty  thousand  of  her  most 
acthre  popuUtioo— yea,  more  than  this — Iwen^  tftoumnd 
are  taken  from  her  agricuftiiret  for,  by  so  mnch  aa  the 
manufacturing  towns  witlun  her  borders  have  been  in- 
creased, has  her  agricultural  population  suffered  a  pTT>pai^ 
tionate  decrease^  The  consetpience  i^  that  we  have 
more  cleared  land  tlian  hands  for  its  proper  cultivation; 
that  the  price  of  lands  has  fallen)  that  agricultural  capital, 
even  when  the  soil  is  cultivated  by  the  hands  of  its  owners, 
will  not  yield  a  profit  of  three  per  cent  %  and  if  cnhivated 
by  hired  aenrtce  exdusivehr,  will  searcely  pay  Tm  the  cnl- 
tivstioni  that  the  price  <^  houaes  and  knds,  except  in  or 
near  some  ttriving  village,  is  almost  nonunal.  Does  a 
farmer  wish  to  better  his  ntuation  by  going  into  aome  ma- 
nufiu:turiDg  employment.'  He  can  scarcely  tealize  asuffi* 
cient  outfit  ftom  the  sale  of  his  fitrm  to  do  it.  I  have  known 
some  to  leave  their  farms  entirely  unoccupied,  for  the  pros- 
pect of  better  emplcnrment:  otlusrsl  have  known  to  sell  all 
they  posseas;  and,  after  empltwing  themselves  near  aome 
fitctoty,  perhapi|in  takn^  boardera,  or  in  acting  as  meoids 
a  few  ^eati,  retaim  poor  and  pem^less,  having  eonttact 
ed  habits  whicb,.to  the  credit  of  our  yeomanry  be  it  spoken, 
few  of  them  posMss. 

To  ^ow  yoti,  KTy  bow  mucli  protection  the  tariff  affords 
to  our  farmers,  I  will  enumerate  some  of  the  taxes  they 
pay  on  articles  of  neceassry  consumption.  Suppose  a  far- 
mer, with  a  &mily  of  ten  persons;  they  wiU  consume  and 
wear  out,  at  a  random  calculation,  in  a  year,  as  by  the 
lowing  table: 

TAHFt  1828.         TAEflt  1790. 

The.  bier'd.  Tbx.  Incr'd. 

200  lbs.  raw  iron,        ^70  90  87^  «0  IS  «0  4 

300  lbs.  brown  sugar,  9  00  3  25  4  50  1  35 
30  yards  woollen  cloth 

under ^1  minhnum,  900  325  100  0  25 

10  do.  IS  50   do.       11  35  3  81  1  35  0  31 

100  yds.  ooane  cottons,  3  00  0  75  0  50  0  134 

50  do.   find     do.      4  00  1  00  0  50  0  13^ 

24  do.  calieoy             193  0  48  0  33  05 

24  do.  gingham,          1  93  0  48  0  33  0  5 

501bi.eofice(a«tl838)3  50  0  694  3  00  0  50 
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Thelhnff. 


00 
60 
00 
00 
00 

00 

30 
50 
00 


SOgalk.  inolaiies,  (act 

1828,)  3 
4  lbs.  Hyson  tea,  do,  1 
8  lbs.  Souchong,  do.  2 
20  yds,  bombuin,  1 
l&bo^.  BaltCact  1828)  3 
6  galls,  wine,  instetd 

of  spirits,  3 
4  voculen  bUnkets,  3 
20  yurdi  flannel,  4 
Sp'icca,  1 
24  lbs.  ruMns  and  cur- 
rants, 0  84 
12  ytrds  silka,  my  t  80 
China  ware  aod  porce< 

lain^  1  00 

Tin  ware^  0  50 

12  yards  linen,  1  50 

Glass  ware,  3  00 

Earthen  and  stone  ware,  ]  00 
Buttons,  0  50 

Leather,  4  00 

30  lbs.  steel,  0  30 


0  75 
0  40 
0  50 
0  25 
0  75' 

0  75 

0  88 

1  12} 
0  25 

0  21 
0  45 

0  35 
0  13 

0  sri 

0  ;S0 
0  25 

0  12i 

1  00 
0  7 


0  90 

1  28 
1  44 

0  42 

1  80 

1  50 
0  40 
0  50 

0  25 

0  10 
0  43 


0  32 
0  33 
0  36 
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1  hare  calculated  the  duty  on  the  ori^nsl  coat,  and  add- 
ed an  advance  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  that  duty,  as 
the  profits  of  the  whole^e  ana  retail  dealer;  for  it  should 
be  kept  tn  mind  that  the  dealers  charge  and  receive  as 
much  advance  on  the  duties  paid  to  the  Government,  as 
on  the  cost  and  charges.  By  this  table,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  fiu-nmer  pays  on  twenty-eight  articles  a  tax  of 
1103  65,  whereas,  by  tiie  tariff  of  1790,  he  would  have  to 
pay  on  the  Mine  articles  only  |38  99.  These  twenty- 
e^l  articles  are  selected  from  several  hundred  enume- 
nted  articles  on  which  duties  are  paid,  many  of  which  are 
articles  of  necessity.  It  is  believe^  if  some  exceed, 
others  &11  below  the  amount  Used  and  consumed  by  fa- 
miUes  that  are  able  to  pay  for  them.  To  those  in  affluent 
circumstances,  the  list  would  be  much  extended. 

I/mkingminate^  into  the  tariff  of  duties,  the  consumer, 
the  mat!  of  limited  income,  is  enabled  to  see  what  u  other- 
wise invMble — to  see  why,  with  all  his  efforts  and  his  in- 
dustry, he  is  continually  becoming  lessened  in  his  means. 
If  the  fivmcr  was  required,  when  he  purchased  a  new 
plough^are,  to  count  out  and  pay  as  a  separate  tax 
dg^ity-scven  and  one-half  cents;  a  crowbar,  thirty-five 
cents;  a  shovel,  fifteen  cents;  a  log  chain,  atz^  cents;  a  cart 
lire,  two  to  three  dollant  a  set  en"  harrow  teeth,  SI  50  to 
S3;  a  yard  of  coane  woollen  doth,  from  one  to  two  dollars; 
for  every  pound  of  brown  sugar,  four  centSf  or,  if  the  tax- 
gatherer  ^ould  go  into  the  blacksnuth's,  or  other  me- 
cbanif:*s  shop,  ana  demand  another  amount  equal  to  the 
first  cost  of  all  the  iron  and  steel,  or  other  raw  material 
necessaiyto  carry  on  his  business,  could  it  be  supposed 
he  would  cheerfiilly  bear  this  burden  without  complaint^ 
When  the  artisan  mould  fiulher  conader  that  the  effect 
of  tMs  tax  on  the  raw  material  Erectly  tended  to  take 
the  btuineas  oat  of  lus  own,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of 
fbrdrners,  who,  not  being  taxea  for  the  raw  material, 
could  fiimish  Ae  nwmifactured  article  much  cheaper, 
would  he  th:iRk  you  that  the  tax  was  imposed  on  hin,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  necessary  revenue,  but  for  "protection 

I  have  mentioned  the  artiole  of  brown  sugar,  which  is 
bat  of  recent  production  in  the  United  States,  and  is  now 
produced  only  in  quantities  in  the  Sute  of  Louisiana  and 
theTetTitot7  of  Florida.  In  1790,  when  the  first  cost  of 
tUa  article  in  the  West  India  islands  was  probably  three 
timesasimiehaaitnow  is,  the  duty  was  only  one  cent  and 
one-half  per  poundt  since  1816,  it  has  been  three  cents 
perpouM.  It  was  raised  at  that  timtt  with  the  view  to  the 
temporary  eneouragoiieBt  of  the  Lomnana  pfamtsrs,  who 


Vere  just  commencing  the  bunness,  and  were  investing 

their  capital  in  purchasing  and  clearing  tlic  lands,  in  buy- 
ing slaves,  in  erecting  the  houses  and  necessary  append- 
ages. It  is  no  secret  in  the  Eastern  States,  that  immense 
fortunes  have  been  made  by  these  planters  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years:  the  planters  themselves  have  returned 
and  told  ut  so.  The  price  of  sugar  has  since  fallen;  and 
it  is  gravely  urged  that  this  fall  01  price  has  been  a  conse- 
quence of  Uie  protection  fiirnished  by  the  tariff.  There 
has  been  no  tariff  which  has  protected  cotton  for  seve- 
ral  years;  and  the  price  of  cotton  has  been  depressed 
equal  to  that  of  sugar.  How  does  it  happen,  if  the  tariff 
on  sugar  is  encouraging  the  growth  of  sugar  in  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  that  twice  the  quantity  of  foreign  sugar  was 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  year  IsiSO,  that  was 
imported  in  the  year  preceiting,  as  is  shown  by  the  re- 
turns reported  rnrni  uie  Treasury  Department?  Sugur 
has  become  an  article  of  consumption  scarcely  less  ali- 
mentary than  flour  or  rice:  twenty  years  ago,  in  many 
places,  foreign  sugar  was  used  as  an  article  of  luxury.  It 
IS  of  the  first  importance  that  it  should  come  cheap  to  the 
consumer;  and  the  consumer  ought  not  to  pay  an  extn 
tax  for  its  protection,  when  it  is  produced  in  such  abun- 
dance in  so  man^  places,  where  it  isreadiljr  exchanged  for 
many  of  tlie  agricultural  products  of  the  Middle,  Weaterl^ 
and  Eastern  States.  There  la  no  conceivable  reason  why 
the  small  farmers  and  mechanics,  the  working  men  of  the 
United  States,  should  pay  a  tax  of  fifty  per  cent.,  with 
twenty-five  cent,  added  as  the  profit  of  the  vender,  for  the 
protection  of  the  rich  planter  of  Louiuana.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  people  of^ the  United  States  might  afford  to 
hire  all  the  slaves  emjiloyed  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  in 
Loutnana  and  Florida,  at  some  one  hundred  and  fifqr  dol- 
lars per  annum  a  head,  to  do  nothing,  so  tliey  could  be  Re- 
lieved from  Uie  tax  on  foreign  sugar. 

The  Senator  from  Kentuckv  complains  of  the  "scan- 
dalous violations"  of  the  taritf  law:  he  says,  "false_  in- 
voices are  made  as  to  woollens,  and  the  classification  into 
minimums  is  constantly  eluded;"  and  inquires  *•  whetlier 
it  be  not  practicable  to  arrest  this  iUe^tinwte  course  of 
trade."  He  complains  that  the  valuation  IS  made  in  fbreign 
countries,  and  says  this  kind  of  valuation  is  an  anomaly— 
that  "  seven-eighths  of  the  importation  of  woollens  into 
the  port  of  New  York,  where  more  is  recdved  than  in  all 
the  other  porta  of  the  United  States  togetlier,"  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  foreigner.  A  committee  of  the  late  tariff 
convention  charges  these  frauds  on  '*  the  American  oppo- 
nents of  the  protective  system,  who  (they  say)  have  en- 
deavored to  render  that  law  as  odious  as  possible;  in  which 
they  have  received  material  aid  from  those  foreignerii 
who  are  extensively  engaged  in  importing  from  the  agents 
of  foreign  manufacturers  in  this  city,"  via.  New  Vork. 
I  am  little  disposed  to  bandy  words'  with  the  American 
mrstem  advocates;  but,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
these  gentlemen  are  much  more  engaged  in  purchasing, 
importing,  and  vending  foreign  woollens,  than  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  high  tariff.  It  is  believed  tliere  is  not  in  the 
city  of  Boston  a  dealer  in  woallens,  interested  in  the  large 
woollen  manufactories,  who  does  not  sell  more  Britidi  than 
American  clotha.  Come  this  evil  from  what  source  H  may, 
it  is  an  evil  that  must  exist  whenever  the  tax  on  imports  is 
so  high  as  to  be  oppressive.  To  the  other  calamitiea  of  the 
forcing  system,  we  may  add  its  demoralizing  effect  on  the 
whole  tiding  community.  Such  enormous  duties  as  tlie 
taiiffon  woollens  imposes,  furnisli  a  strong  temptation  to  an 
evasion  of  the  laws  by  &Ise  swearing,  and  aU  the  arts  of 
the  practised  smuggler.  The  evasions  at  New  York  are 
not  the  worst  feature  in  this  odious  business.  Entire  car> 
goes  of  BritisI)  goods  are  imported  by  way  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  for  the  purpose  of  being  smuggled  into  the 
United  Sutesi  and  I  state  what  I  do  know,  when  I  sa;^  that 
professed  friends  of  the  American  system  in  my  secuon  of 
the  coimtry  are  deeply  engaged  in  this  Canada  trade.  I 
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know  At,  becauac  these  men  journey  to  uid  from  Ca- 
nada Kveral  times  In  a  year,  and  because  they  hate  and 
avoid  custom-house  officers  quite  as  much  aa  men  of  the 
same  party  hated  and  avoided  custom-house  officers  du- 
ring the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived since  I  arrived  here,  dated  December?,  1831,  from 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  livings 
in  that  part  of  the  State  bordering  on  the  Canada  line. 

**  At  the  time  our  Legislature  was  in  sesaon  last  June, 
I  did  not  evei]  dream  that  a  great  part  of  the  broadcloths 
I  saw  in  the  stores,  &c.  were  smuggled  from  Canadaj  but, 
sir,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact;  and  from  circumstances  and 
facts  d«ly  coming  to  light,  there  is  a  gang  of  amu^lers 
who  have  been  running  goods  through  this  country  to 
Boston,  Hartford,  Concord,  Portsmouth,  Portland,  Etc. 
for  eiglit  or  ten  months  past,  and  perhaps  twice  that 
length  of  time,  and  to  a  very  conaderable  amount,  as  they 
convey  three  and  four  thousand  dollars  worth  of  cloths  and 
nutmegs  at  a  load,  and  frequently  two  and  three  loads  have 
been  Enow  to  pass  this  place  in  a  niglit," 

Another  letter,  subscribed  by  five  gentlemen  of  veracity 
and  respectability,  living  in  a  town  more  central  in  New 
Hampshire,  under  date  of  December  13,  1831,  says: 

Every  evidence  short  of  absolute  certainty  is  in  our 

IiOBsession  that  smuggled  goods  are  frequently,  and  to  a 
arge  amoimt,  carried  through  this  village,  by  persons  long 
since  suspected,  and  now  almost  known  to  be  engaged  in 
that  ilUcit  traffic." 

These  letters,  which  furnish  no  new  information  to  me, 
were  written  at  a  time  when  the  winter  sleighing  had  set 
in,  affording  facilities  for  rapid  transport  to  and  from  Ca- 
nada. As  the  whole  frontier  lies  open,  those  who  have 
long  pursued  this  illegal  trade  know  well  how  to  avoid  the 
few  officer!  of  the  customs  established  at  the  different 

Stunts.  It  u  believed  that  not  one  case  in  a  hundred  is 
etectedj  and  it  has  been  confidently  asserted  and  pub- 
lished, that  insurance  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on 
the  original  cost  of  the  goods  is  readily  procured  against 
all  risk  of  their  arrest  while  on  the  way  from  Montreal 
to  the  shelves  of  the  woollen  dealer  in  the  United  SUtes. 
The  old  offenders,  who  learned  their  trade  during  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  in  whicli  they  were  then  protected 
by  some  of  the  State  authorities,  in  most  instances  prefer 
the  **  protection"  which  their  own  ahrewdnesa  and  ma- 
nagement will  ^ve  their  goods,  ratlicr  than  the  "protect- 
ing duty"  of  fifteen  per  cent,  pwd  in  the  shape  of  insiir 
ance  on  smuggling.  They  are  almost  to  a  man  strong 
advocates  for  tlie  American  system,  as  well  they  may  be; 
for  under  the  ''protection"  which  this  system  affords 
them,  a  single  trip  to  Montreal  will  put  more  "money  in 
their  purse,"  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  honest  manufiu:torer,  than  they  would  gain  in  a  whde 
year  from  any  honest  calling. 

Another  method  may  be  here  mentioned  of  evanon  of 
duties.  The  gentlemen  traders  who  have  intercourse  with 
Canada,  at  each  journey  they  take,  come  out  with  one  or 
more  suits;  pantaloons,  vest,  coat,  surtout,  and  cloak,  ready 
made,  costing,  for  a  full  suit  of  the  best  broadcloth,  less 
than  a  hundred  dollars,  and  worth,  when  brought  in,  one 
hundred  and  filty  to  two  hundred  dollars.  Circular  bills 
of  prices,  with  directions  how  to  take  the  measure,  to 
be  transmitted  through  the  post  office,  and  inviting  or- 
ders, and  engsginp  that  entire  suits  of  clothing  shall  be 
forwarded  and  delivered— yes,  delivered,  at  the  Montreal 
prices,  hare  been  seen  in  this  city. 

Were  it  possible  to  do  away  the  evils  of  fraudulent  in- 
voices at  New  York,  and  secure  tlie  whole  amount  of  duty 
at  the  real  valucf  if  the  evil  be  as  g^eat  as  is  represented 
by  the  friends  of  high  duties,  the  channel  of  fraud  will 
inevitably  take  a  worse  direction.  The  woollen  goods 
will  then  come  direct  from  the  British  provinces  by  waterj 
and  armed  men  will  be  unable  to  keep  them  out.  Line 


the  whole  interior  frontier  witli  a  cordon  of  anned  men, 
and  goods  will  come,  aa  they  were  brought  during  the 
embargo  and  war,  from  depots  kept  up  at  Halifax,  St. 
John's,  and  St.  Andrewst  they  will  be  there  imported  from 
England  by  American  merchants,  the  professed  friends  of 
the  "system  and  the  whole  sytem;"  and  they  will  proba- 
bly find,  as  the  same  class  of  men  found  fifteen  and  twenty 
years  ago,  judges  who  will  wrest  the  goods  from  the  fangs 
of  jrour  law:  certwn  U»ey  will  never  want  able  lawyers,  ready 
to  mterpoae  legal  quibbles  to  amerce  in  heavy  damagea  those 
fiuthful  officera  who  honestly  aim  to  execute  the  bws. 

Since  I  came  into  the  Senate  this  momii^,  my  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  memorial  yesterday  laid  on  ;rour 
table  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-ax  journeymen  tulors 
of  Philadelphia — that  city  which  is  the  veiy  focus  of  the  pro- 
tective tariff.  The  factsandinferencesofthismcmorialare 
so  apposite  to  my  present  object,  that  I  must  ask  liberty  to 
reaa  a  few  paragraphs  from  it.  And  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  tiiese  oomi^nta  come  not  from  men  who  have 
frequently  been  in  the  liabit  of  meroorialixing  Congress, 
but  from  laboring  men,  in  humble  life,  who  surely  ought 
not,  on  that  account,  to  be  turned  off  without  a  hearing! 

After  giving  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress,  from 
low  to  high  duties,  on  woollen  cloths,  and  the  effects  of 
these  high  duties  in  depressing  their  bunnes^  the  memo- 
rialists say : 

"The  facilities  of  smuggling  ready  made  clothes,  and 
the  immense  advantages  i^Midting  from  it  to  those  who  can 
avail  themselves  of  it,  hold  out  temptations  too  strong  to 
be  reasted  by  the  great  bulk  of  the  community}  and  many 
of  us  know  the  fttct,  that  foreign  made  coats,  aitd  other 
garments,  are  now  worn  by  the  former  customers  of  our 
employers,  who  have  found  agents  of  foreign  tailors  wil- 
ting to  supply  them  at  a  trifle  more  than  uie  European 
prices.  A  coat,  which  is  here  charged  at  f35,  can  be  had 
in  London  for  $15,  whilst  one,  for  wlttch  our  employers  are 
obliged  to  charge  $55.  can  be  had  for  £5  5,  or  $23  33. 
The  facility  and  cheapneas  of  an  intercourse  with  Canada, 
and  the  impossibility  of  closely  watching  the  crews  of  ves- 
sels urid  passengers  who  come  from  Europe,  jpresent 
insui-mountable  barriers  to  any  efficient  sj^stem  for  pre- 
venting smuggling;  and  we  are  fearful  that,  if  the  present 
high  duties  are  persevered  in,  smuggling  will  be  ao  well 
established,  tint  not  even  a  reduction  of  dutlet  to  one-half 
would  be  sufficient  to  break  it  up. 

"  But  it  is  not  from  smu^ling  akme  that  your  petition- 
ers anticipate  an  annual  decrease  of  their  buunesa,  under 
the  present  hi^h  rates  of  duty  upon  woollen  cloths.  Bea- 
dy made  clothing,  of  pai-ticular  qualities,  viz.  that  which 
is  made  of  cloth  upon  which  the  highest  rates  of  duty  are 
charged,  can  be  imported  and  soldr.after  paying  the  duty 
of  finyper  cent,  cheaper  than  it  can  be  made  in  this  coun- 
try, llie  inevitable  effect  of  this  must  he,  to  lead  to  ex- 
tennve  importations  of  ready  made  clothing  from  Europe, 
where  labor  u  cheaper,  not  only  on  account  of  the  great 
competition  amongst  laborers,  but  on  account  of  the  very 
low  prices  at  which  the  laborers  are  enabled  to  clothe 
themselves  and  families. 

'*ln  Urns  representing  our  grievances,  we  cannot  avnd 
bringing  into  view  of  your  honorable  bodies  the  condition 
of  a  very  extensive  and  worthy  class,  who,  from  their  ses, 
are  prevented  from  addressing  you.  We  mean  the  tailur- 
esaesof  our  city,  who  perform  the  li^t  work  <^  the  trade. 
For  several  years  past,  this  extensive  cUsa  of  females 
have  felt  tlie  injury  resulting  from  diminished  employ- 
ment, and  are  now  in  a  state  of  extreme  suffering  is  con- 
sequence tiiereof. 

"I'he  price  of  cloth  is  kept  up  by  tlie  high  duties,  so 
as  to  dinunish  tlic  number  of  garn>enta  which  people  can 
afford  to  wear,  or  to  oblige  famiUea  whose  means  arc  li- 
mited to  make  them  op  themadlvel^  and  thus  deprin  of  s 
job  the  tailoresses  who  would  otherwise  have  oeen  em- 
ployed.  The  effect  of  high  prices  upoD  the  demand  for 
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clothinffis  weH  known  to  our  profesaon.  We  have  U  upfui 
the  aatbariQr  of  one  of  our  |ffindpal  merchtnt  tailon, 
who  hu  carried  on  buriiwM  hi  th»  ci^  ft>r  up  wards  of  for^ 
yean,  that,  between  the  ^ears  1790  andf  1797,  when  a 
&Bhionable  coat  was  fumidied  at  18  to  19  dolhrs,  that 
claw  of  customers  who  now  purchase  one  or  two  coats  in 
a  year,  used  then  to  purchase  from  two  to  four;  and 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  a  reduction  of  the  duties  upon 
every  species  of  woollen  manubcture  would  greatly  in- 
crease the  demand  for  the  labw  of  journeymen  tailors  and 
tulOTenes,  and,  at  die  same  time,  benefit  all  dsnei,  by 
din^ntshing"  the  price  of  elotbin^ . 

"In  conchuion,  your  petiticners  are  fully  convinced 
that  a  jKraererance  in  the  present  policy  wlU  make  their 
condition  worse  and  worse;  and  they  respectfully  solicit 
your  booorable  bodies  to  take  their  case  into  serious  consi- 
dention,  snd  reduce  the  duty  to  the  rate  at  which  it  stood 
by  the  Isw  of  1816,  thst  is,  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem upon  woollen  cloths." 

The  coone  of  my  remarki  has  led  to  a  digresnon  from 
the  direct  point  at  issue,  which  was,  that  the  tariff  laws  of 
1824  and  1828  had  been  of  no  essential  benefit  to  manu- 
iactures. 

If  it  be  contended  that  the  present  flourishing  state  of 
manufactures  u  owin^  to  the  protection  of  these  tariff 
laws,  I  answer  that  the  articles  produced  in  this  country, 
which  have  been  protected  by  the  lowest  duties,  are  at 
this  time  in  qiute  as  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition 
as  those  which  have  hsd  the  protection  of  the  tughest  du- 
ties. Take  the  following,  all  of  wtdch  are  taxed  at  a  duty 
of  30  per  cent.,  and  under,  down  to  12j,  via.  buttons, 
hata,  cabinet  wares,  manu&i^res  of  wood,  clocks,  manu- 
fkctures  of  brass,  brass  in  plates,  earthen  and  stone  wares, 
gold  and  silver  watches,  looking  passes,  glass  knobs,  gilt 
wares,  jewelry  and  paste  work,  leather,  manufactures  of 
brass,  copper,  iron,  led,  pewter,  steel,  and  tin,  not  other- 
wise enumerated,  millinery  of  eveiy  kind,  ready  made, 
nitre,  spermaceti  oil,  whale  oil,  ochre,  paintor  colors, 
printing  types,  Quitli^  saddles  and  bridles,  silk  shoes,  lea- 
ther riioes,  snuns,  silks,  cotton  stockings,  twine.  The 
duties  on  these  articles  range,  as  1  have  said,  from  30 
down  to  12J  per  cent.  Many  of  tliem  are  successfully 
manufiicturcd  in  this  country,  and  have  been  for  years,  be> 
fore  high  duties  existed.  If  the  duties  were  prospec- 
tively reduced  on  all  of  them  down  to  20',  15,  and  10  per 
cent.,  it  is  my  firm  belief'— and  this  belief  is  confirmed  by 
past  experience — that  the  domestic  numufacture  would 
not  at  aU  be  interfered  witii  b^  foreign  competition. 

As  a  contrast  to  the  foregomg  comparatively  moderate 
duties,  let  us  turn  to  the  duties  on  iron  in  an  unmanuftc- 
tured  state,  taxed  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent. ;  on 
wool,  and  manubctures  of  woo),  taxed  m>m  fifty  to 
more  tlum  two  hundred  per  cent.,  and  see  what  are 
already,  and  what  inevitably  must  be,  the  effects  of  the 
enormous  duties  imposed  for  their  protection — rather 
riiould  I  have  said  for  their  destruction.  1  take  the  fiicts 
and  illustrations  principally  from  an  **  exposition  of  the 
unequal,  unjust  operation  of  the  present  tariff  system," 
compiled  by  a  commiftee  appointed  at  the  Free  lYade 
Convention  lately  held  at  Philadelphia. 

And  first  as  to  the  iron  du^.  After  mentioning  that 
iron  was  manufactured  in  this  country  previous  to  the  re- 
volution, in  large  quantities,  furnishing,  berides  the  do- 
mestic supply,  more  than  7,000  tons  annually  for  export- 
ation, die  expontion  proceeds:! 

"In  the  year  1784,  before  duties  were  hardly  known 
on  imports^  the  annual  production  of  iron  in  the  United 
States  WB>  extending  vigorously.  According  to  Hr.  Coxe, 
in  his  View  of  the  United  States,  published  in  1794,  there 
were,  in  Massachusetts  alone,  seventy-six  iron  works;  Vir- 
ginia made  above  5,300  t(His  of  iron;  in  Pennsylvania 
there  were  sixteen  furnaces  and  thirty-seven  latve  fi>rges, 
beiide«  slitting  and  rolling  mills,  that  cut  and  nJled  1,500 
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tons'  of  iron;  in  New  Jersey  there  were  seventy-nine  forges 
and  eight  furnaces;  and  in  Maryland,  and  most  of  the 
other  States,  iron  works  were  very  numerous,  although 
the  detwls  were  not  so  wdl  known.  Mr.  Coxe  estimated 
the  quantity  of  iron  then  consumed  in  nails  and  spikes  at 
4,000,000  pounds,  of  which  1,800,000  only  were  imported, 
the  remainder  being  made  at  home." 

Having  no  authentic  account  from  1794  to  1810,  when 
the  mardbali  were  directed,  while  taking  the  census  to 
take  also  an  account  of  the  manuftctuiing  establishment^ 
these  returns,  although  imperfect,  are  next  giTen  in  the 
exposition : 

"According  to  these  returns,  there  were  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1810,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  iron 
furnaces,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty  forges;  the  former 
making  53,908  tons  of  metal,  and  the  latter  24,541  tons 
of  bar  iron.  As  it  required  36,811  tons  of  pig  metal,  or. 
one-third  more,  to  make  the  24,541  tons  of  bar  iron,  there 
would  only  remain  17,697  tons  of  pigs  and  castings;  in 
other  words,  the  actual  production  of  iron,  both  wrought 
and  cast,  was  42,338  tons.  The  duties  imposed  on  all 
descriptions  of  imported  iron,  up  to  the  year  1810,  had 
not  got  beyond  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  and  s  half  per  cent,  duty,  known  as 
the  Mediterruiean  fund,  which  continued  during,  and  for 
some  time  subsequent  to,  the  war  with  Tripoli.  This 
increase  of  duties  had  been  progressive.  The  act  of  July 
4,  1789,  commenced  with  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  at  which  it  remained  until  1793;  it  was  then  in> 
creased  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Under  this  scale  of 
revenue  dutie^  the  nunufacture  of  American  iron  had 
grown  up  to  the  extent  stated]  and  the  coital  employed 
m  the  establishments  necessary  fbr  its  production,  it  is 
well  known,  yielded  &ir  and  liberal  profits.  Some  of  the 
largest  fortunes  in  Pennsylvania,  Ha^land,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, were  aci^utred  by  iron  masters  during  this  period." 

The  exposition  then  goes  on  to  give  various  estimates 
of  the  quantity  of  iron  mRnufaotured  at  the  present  time, 
and  presents,  as  nearest  the  truth,  the  fbllowing: 

"The  author  of  the  article  'Iron,*  in  the  Encyclopaedia 
Americana,  publidied  during  the  present  year,  expresdy 
states  that  'the  total  annual  productiim  of  this  metal  in  the 
United  States  cannot  be  estimated  beyond  50,000  tons."* 

Noticing  still  further  Uie  testimony  made  by  the  iron 
masters,  before  a  committee  of  Congress,  in  183^  the 
exposition  says: 

"  Have  we  not  then  'a  right  to  infer  from  this  analysis 
of  the  testimony  oF  these  iron  masters,  tiiat,  so  far  from 
there  having  been  any  very  great  increase  in  tiie  annual 
production  of  iron,  from  the  year  1818  to  the  year  18?8, 
it  is  quite  doubtfiil  whether  as  much  iron  of  every  descrip- 
tion was  manufiwtured  durin^f  the  latter  as  tlie  fermer 
period?" 

The  expontion  proceeds: 

"  What  better  evidence  then  can  be  produced,  tiian 
the  statement  just  given  of  the  unequal  and  oppressive 
operation  of  the  present  high  duly  on  raw  iron,  when 
compared  with  that  imposed  on  the  importation  of  the 
various  foreign  manufactures  of  the  same  metal.  The 
effect  of  this  part  of  the  tariff  system  of  protection  has 
been  to  almost  put  a  stop  to  all  further  competition  be- 
tween the  domestic  and  foreign  manufitctnres  of  hardware 
and  ironmongery,  and  to  cause  many  other  articles  of  iron 
which  had  previously  thereto  been  made  at  home  by  our 
smiths,  to  be  manufactured  abroad;  and.  Instead  of  encou- 
raging and  protecting  this  important  branch  of  domestic 
indusby,  has  retarded  the  &ir  and  natural  growth  of  every 
branch  of  the  smithing  bu^ness,  diminished  the  employ- 
ment, and  reduced  the  wages  and  profits  of  the  valuable 
class  of  the  American  artisans  actually  engaged  in,  and  de- 
pendent on  it  for  their  support." 

Referring  to  the  petition  of  the  blacksmiths  to  Congress, 
at  the  three  hut  sesnons,  die  author  says:  ■ 
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"Their  lut  memoriAl  ia  referred  to  ai  containing  a  ifiost 
ijile  and  conchiuve  ezpoaition  of  both  the  folly  and 
iniquity  of  thoie  proviaionB  of  the  tariifa  of  1816, 1834,  and 
18^  which  relate  to  iron  and  its  manufacturea.  The 
•tatetnenta  and  reasoningi  of  this  document  have  not  been 
met  or  refuted  by  the  iron  maaters  in  their  memorial  to 
Congress,  intended  as  a  reply  to  itj  and,  in  our  opinion, 
cannot  be  answered." 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  however,  haa  attempted 
an  answer,  which,  I  must  confess,  was  not  very  clear  to 
me.  When  the  smitiia  in  England  can  procure  as  much 
iron  for  $23  22,  as  will  cost  the  American  smiUis  |i90{ 
and  when  a  ton  of  fryingpans  can  be  imported  from  Eng- 
land for  #96  24,  wliile  a  ton  of  sheet  iron  from  which  they 
are  made,  in  consequence  of  the  dut^,.  cannot  be  imported 
for  less  than  $155,  it  must  be  a  sinister,  argument  which 
can  prove  that  the  tariff  protecta  American  blaclcsmiths. 

The  argument  of  the  Senator  is  best  answered  by  the 
memorial  of  merchants  manufacturers,  &.c.  of  Boston, 
signed  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
supported  by  him  in  a  speech  in  Faneuil  Hall,  in  the  year 
That  memorial  sa^: 

"I1ie  impost  on  iron  is  particularly  injurious  to  indus- 
try. The  article  is  required  for  the  machines  of  manu- 
foctores  themselves,  for  all  the  implements  of  agriculture, 
all  the  tools  of  the  meclianic  arts,  and  for  nails,  of  which 
6,000  tons  are  annually  made,  and  chiefly  from  foreign 
iron,  and  which  are  one  of  the  very  few  of  our  manufac- 
tures now  exported.  A  &r  greater  number  of  men  are 
now  employed  in  converting  this  material  into  articles  of 
use,  than  in  extracting  it  from  the  and  surely  the 
interegta  of  the  many  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  by  that  of 
the  few." 

Since  1820,  (sa3:s  an  eminent  merchant  of  Boston, )  the 
ratio  of  taxation  by  the  increase  of  duty,  and  fall  of  iron 
abroad,  has  been  nearly  double. 

I  will  now  continue  tbe  quotations  from  the  exposition. 
AUndinr  to  the  coking  process  of  manu&cturing  iron  in 
England,  for  which  charcoal  only  is  a  substitute  in  tliis 
countiy,  it  requirinff  one  hundred  and  twen^  acres  of 
woodland  to  produce  the  same  iron  here,  that  in  England, 
by  the  coking  process,  may  be  obtwned  from  less  than 
half  an  acre  of  StafFordi^ire  main  coal,  the  author  says: 

"It  is  not  posubte,  therefore,  bv  the  present  mode  of 
smelting  iron,  by  charcoal  and  the  hammer,  to  obtun  the 
supply  of  iron  required  by  the  United  States." 

"  I'he  old  process  of  charcoalf  and  the  hammer,  is  the 
(H)ly  one  known,  and  the  most  perfect  indifference  has 
prevailed  with  r^ardto  every  improrementi  and  we- have 
the  evidence  of  the  iron  masters  themselves^  of  their  unwil- 
lingness to  enter  into  competition  with  any  economical  or 
more  perfect  form  of  makmgiron,  in  their  recent  oppOH- 
tion  to  a  company  about  to  be  formed  in  Pennsylvania  to 
make  iron  by  the  coking  process.  It  may,  with  perfect  truth, 
be  asserted  that  the  tariffs  of  1824  and  1828,  so  far  from 
improving  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  the  United  States, 
have  only  had  th?  effect,  by  removing  further  competi- 
tion, of  deadentnff  Invention,  discour^ng  ingenuity,  and 
actwdly  leaving  the  American  iron  masters  fi^r  behind  their 
European  bretiiren  in  the  same  branch  of  industry.  As 
long  as  they  are  secured  in  the  partial  possession  of  the 
nme  market,  thev  will  make  no  further  efforts,  but  con- 
tinue the  same  rude  and  imperfect  machinery  and  process, 
which  have  been  wholly  abandoned  in  England.  In  a 
word,  if  it  be  intended  to  advance  as  well  as  protect  Ame- 
rican industry,  restrictions  and  impositions  on  imported 
ftnvign  iron  must  he  given  up.*' 

In  relation  to  the  iron  nuuters  of  the  interior,  the  same 
aiitiior,  after  remarking  that  the  cost  of  transportation 
from  the  se^oard  to  Pittsburg  is  more  tlian  two  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  iron  imported  from  Great 
Britwn,  says: 

"  The  iron  masters  of  the  interior  have  not  the  shadow 


of  a  claim  for  bounties  or  protection  of  any  kind  i  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  according  to  their  own  theory, 
reqiure  no  sttmulus  from  the  Legislature  to  quicken  their 
development,  and.  give  than  permanence  and  stabili^. 
The^  can  have  no  fordgn  conpetitora  in  the  markets  of 
the  interiort  and  to  bring  their  raw  iron  into  the  markets 
of  the  aeaboard,  requires  much  greater  duties  than  even 
the  exorbitant  ones  now  imposed,  if.  such  high  duties 
could  ever  prove  more  than  nonunsl. 

"  The  taxes  now  imposed  on  the  American  people,  as 
consumers  of  iron,  although  apparently  incoiuidmble  in 
reference  to  each  individual,  amount  to  more  than  four 
millions  of  dollars  yvi  annum.  This  is  uodot^tedly  a 
heavy  burden;  but  it  Is  not  the  only  evil  it  ^ictt.  The 
tax,  at  the  same  time,  prevents  the  American  snuUi,  or 
other  worker  in  iron,  from  extending  his  bultness  and  in- 
creasing his  wages  and  profits,  and  denies  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  fair  and  equal  competition  with  his  foreign 
rival  at  Birmingham  or  ^eflield;  for  it  deprives  the  former 
of  tbe  cheap  raw  material,  exclunvely  possessed  by  the 
latter,and  by  means  of  which  the  American  workman  could 
supp^  his  own  market  on  tbe  same  if  not  better  terms. 
By  throwing  the  market  onen  to  foreign  competition, 
the  consumption  of  iron  would  certainly  be  doubled,  per- 
haps quadrupled,  give  employment  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  blacksmitlis,  the  class  of  artisans  always 
most  wanted,  eitlier  in  peace  or  war,  in  every  country, 
and,  if  done  by  the  hand,  transfer  thelabor  now  performed 
by  flfty  thousand  British  smiths  to  our  own  feliow-dtizens 
in  American  workshops.  For  such  is  tiie  disprbportion  of 
the  duly  or  imported  hardware,  in  comparison  with  that 
imposed  on  raw  iron,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  that 
the  tariff  acts  of  the  United  States  afford  bounties  sufficient 
actualW  to  give  employment  to  the  above  mentioned  num- 
ber of"^  smiths  in  Britain,  instead  of  the  same  number  of 
American  citizens. 

"  Such  is  the  ridiculous  effect  uf  t]iepres«tt  adjustment 
of  the  duty  between  hardware  and  bar  iron,  that  many 
descriptions  of  hardware,  subject  to  tlie  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  an  actually  imported  at  a  lower 
cost  than  the  price  of  the  raw  iron  nwn  iriiieh  the  same 
articles  are  manufactured." 

"  If  the  present  (hities  be  not  speedily  reduced,  horse 
shoes  and  eve^  other  article,  manu&ctured  in  whole  or  in 
part,  not  specified  in  thetariff  laws,  will, one  after  the  other, 
be  introduced.  The  blades  of  knives  and  prongs  of  forks 
are  actually  forged  in  England,  and  imported  to  be  finished 
herej  keys  to  have  the  wuds  cutout  and  fini^ed,  ajid  parts 
of  ihovds.  Etc  Wheel  tire  can  be  imported  for  forty- 
four  dollars  and  seventeen  cents  a  ton,  whilst  the  bar  iron 
of  which  it  is  made  costs,  in  this  market,  from  eighty  to 
ninety  dollars  a  ton.  A  ton  of  imported  knitting*  needles 
costs  two  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  thir^-seven 
ceiits)  a  toil  of  the  wire  from  which  they  are  made,  duty 
included,  three  hundred  and  eighty-siine  dollars." 

To  abow  that  the  manufacture  of  iron  may  be  success- 
fully pursued  without  the  aid  of  heavy  duties,  1  read  from 
this  expondon  again: 

"Extenuve  iron  work^  for  castings  of  all  description^ 
have  been  in  uninterrupted  and  successful  operation  at 
Trois  Rivieres,  and  other  places  in  Lower  Canada,  for  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  years.  Within  the  last  ten  years,  at 
and  near  Long  Point,  on  the  shore  ef  Lake  Erie,  in  Up- 
per Canadu,  American  emigrants,  from  the  State  of  Kew 
York,  have  erected  large  furnaces  that  make  pig  iron, 
stoves,  machinery,  and  hollow  ware.  Iliese  castings,  we 
are  informed  by  one  of  the  proprietors  of  these  establidi- 
ments,  aiponnted,  daring  the  last  year,  (1831,)  to  tliesum 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  yield  a  handsome  pn^^ 
although  the  duty  on  pig  and  bar  iron,  imported  into  the 
province  from  Bvitwn,  is  inily  seven  and  a  half  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  according  to  the  Quebec  table  of  duties  now 
lying  before  us."  i 
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Take,  on  the  contrary,  tnotiier  foreign  aunple,  m  the 
effect  of  high  duties,  furnished  by  a  Boston  iDerchant,  u 
extracted  from  the  Edinburgh  Review: 

In  1790,  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  iron 
into  Prance  was  two  franca  twenty  centiniea  per  quintal  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  equal  to  about  four  dol- 
latsperton.  Inl814,itWRsnuKd,f^the  purposeof pro- 
tecting the  iron  muten  against  the  cheaper  foreign  iron, 
to  fifteen  francs  per  quintel,  or  about  thirty  dollars  per 
ton.  This  not  being  sufficient  to  secure  the  iron  masters 
a  monopoly  of  home  market,  it  was  again  fused,  in  1822, 
to  twenW-fiTe  francs  the  quintal;  thuscanying  the  duty 
up  to  fifty  dollara  a  ton.  These  excesure  duties,  grantea 
in  qnick  Mccession,  having  raised  the  prices  of  iron  at 
home,  and  reduced  the  importation  of  foreign  iron,  natu- 
miy  attracted  a  great  deal  of  captal  to  the  iron  trade.  Mid 
occanoned  a  rapid  extenrion.  •  •  •  Not- 
withstanding this  immense  ^ty,  some  foreign  tnm  still 
continued  to  be  imported,  thus  evincing  that  the  protecfc- 
ing  duty,  high  as  it  was,  operated  entirely  as  a  tax  on  th4 
consumers  of  the  home  made  iron.  An  annual  prenuum 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  and  a  half  dollars  per  head 
was  paid  by  the  nation,  to  keep  eighty  thousand  men  cm- 
ployed,  not  for  their  benefit,  (since  they  received  no  more 
w^ea  than  the  avera^  price  of  labor,  which  they  would 
have  obtained  in  any  other  occupation,)  but,  H  wiA  ns, 
for  the  purpose  of  forcing  an  unprofitable  busineis." 

**  Wiih  all  this  encouragement,  however,  to  the  iron  busi- 
ness in  France,  it  was,  in  1830,  in  a  very  depressed  statej 
partly  owing  to  the  increased  price  of  fiiel  in  the  iron  dis- 
tricts, and  partly  to  that  over>production  and  bad  naanage- 
ment  commonly  attendant  upon  a  branch  of  businesi  for^d 
by  pnAibitions  and  bounties:  and,  aecoi^ng  to  the  evi- 
dence ^en  before  a  commission  of  inquiry,  the  produo- 
tion  of  iron  was  not  more  profitable  than  it  had  been  un- 
der a  protecting  duty  of  about  half  what  it  then  enjoyed." 

So  much,  Mr.  President,  for  the  protection  which  the 
high  tariff"  affords  to  the  important  article  of  iron.  I  will 
now  exhibit  a  few  fnrther  illustrations,  to  show  what  has 
been,  and  what  will  be,  the  effect  of  the  enormously  high 
duty  upon  woollens. 

Prom  die  exposition  of  Mr.  Lee,  of  Boston,  one  of  the 
most  ultelfigent  merchants  in  the  United  States,  permit  me 
to  read  a  fisw  extracts.    He  says — 

"The  duty  on  woollens  under  the  act  of  1789  was  five 
per  cent.  It  was  subsequently  advanced  to  seven,  to 
twelve  and  a  half,  and,  during  the  war,  -to  'twenty-seven 
and  a  lialf  per  cent,  wholly,  however,  for  revenue,  and 
for  nd  other  purpose.  In  1816,  on  the  adjustment  of  the 
vaxious  dunis  Vt»\  were  put  forward  by  those  who  had  in- 
terests which  had  ^wn  up  under  the  war  prices,  it  was 
thought  just  to  give  to  the  manufacturers  of  woollens 
twenty-five  per  cent.,  to  fall,  however,  in  three  years  to 
twenty  per  cent.  But,  before  that  period  expired,  a 
/iirther  time  of  seven  years  was  allowed  for  a  reduction 
of  the  dut^  to  twenty  per  cent.,  and,  during  that  interval, 
the  act  of  1834  was  passed,  by  which  the  anAf  wis  niaed 
to  diirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent. 

**  Tlw  manabetiiiers,  not  content  with  this  duty,  wluch, 
added  to  the  common  importing  charges,  gave  them  a  pro- 
tection against  the  fbreign  fiibric  of  at  least  fifty-five  per 
cent,  again  demanded  more  duties,  which  they  obtuned 
by  the  act  of  1828,  granting  them  rates  of  forty-five  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  and  rairing  generally  on 
the  articles  in  proportion  to  their  coarsenessj  thus  taxing 
the  people,  not  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  but  to  their 
want  of  it — one  of  the  most  prtHninent  features  of  what  is 
denominated  the  American  systen)." 

Hie  author  of  the  exposition,  from  which  I  have  be- 
fore quoted,  ^oes  into  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  ef- 
fect of  the  mmimuma  of  the  tariff*  of  1828  on  woollens. 
He  shows  that  the  laborer  or  mechanic,  resting  in  the  in* 
terior  in  this  country,  pays  for  the  coarser  clodt  which  he 
Vox.  VIH.— 16 


weai^  three  times  as  moeh  as  the  EngEA  kboer  or  me- 
ehamc  pays — such  cloth  as  retails  wm  two  dollars  sad 
fifty  cents  to  three  dollars  and  fiffy  cents  per  yard;  and  at 
Uie  same  rate  on  cloths  which  cost  from  four  ddlan  to 
four  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  That  the  cloths  called  drabs, 
none  of  which  are  made  in  this  country,  costing  in  Eng- 
land two  shillings  and  nx  pence  per  yard,  are  here  raiaed 
by  retul  to  one  dollar  and  seventy  cents  and  one  dollar 
aiid«^ity-seven  cents  per  yard-  Hiat,  under  the  two  dol- 
Urs  and  fiJfy  cents  mhUmum,  cloths  which  the  Eingliih  ooo- 
sumer  procures  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  yard,  are 
here  sold  for  hx  dollars  and  si<  dollara  and  fifty  cents  par 
yard,  and  large  importations  of  these  are  made—the  wlwle 
production  scarcely  bang  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of 
the  inhiUiitants  of  one  tn  our  principal  cities..  That  the 
cloths  denourinated  *<fine  cloths,"  and  which  are  sold  it 
from  mx  to  ^^ht  dollars  per  yard— very  tmaSl  quantities  of 
which  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States — pay,  in  the 
shape  of  a  bounty  to  the  American  raanofiieturer,  at  the 
rate  of  eighty  to  ninefy-five  per  cent.  But  that  of  tiie  finer 
clothsjcosting  higher  than  eighteen  shilling  and  nx^enc^ 
the  maximnnt  of  the  two  doUars  and  fift^  cents  minimum, 
and  charged  under  the  four  dollar  minimum,  only  a  few 
hundred  pieces  are  imported,  and  none  are  made  here  at 
these  pricest  and  that  no  cloths  are  imported  which  cost 
higher  prices  than  those  iriiidi  vender  them  chaiyeahle 
with  duties  lender  the  fbur  ddhr  minimum. 

He  shows,  that,  on  the  article  of  flannels,  which  it  u  of 
vast  importance  that  consumers  should  <^tain  at  the  least 
possible  price,  the  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1838  has  been 
peculiarly  severet  that  this  duty,  amounting  to  a  prohibi- 
tion, makes  the  article  here  cost  twice  and  three  times  as 
muchasiteostsinEn^andiandthat  the  coarser  flannels pajr 
the  higher  duties.  He  shomtbat  buses,  abo  under  prohUn- 
tton,are  so  little  manu&etured  in  tlus  countiy  as  to  be  almost 
out  of  use,  costhig  three  thnes  as  much  as  they  are  stdd 
for  in  England,  6uier  articles  being  substituted  for  them. 

As  to  tile  effiect  of  the  duty  on  carpeting,  for^  cents 
per  square  yard  of  the  common  kind,  amounting  almost 
to  a  prohibition,  he  shows  the  du^  on  coarse  wool  to  be 
so  exorbitant,  that  the  domestic  manu&etorer  has  been 
unable,  even  with  a  protection  of  one  hundred  per  cent, 
to  fbmish  any  substitute.  That  what  of  this  article  is 
here  produced,  is  made  either  of  the  coarse  wool  of  Soutii 
America,  or  from  yam  imported  fh>m  Engknd  already 
dyed  and  prepared  for  weavingt  and  diat  this  weaving, 
which  is  almost  excluavriy  perfumed  bv  workmen  frtm 
foreign  countries,  is  all  that  pves  it  a  cUm  to  the  tide  of 
American  goods. 
He  writer  says: 

"CtHindering  that  nine4entbs  of  l&e  people  of  die 
United  States  are  ignorant  of  the  reU  duties  levied  by  the 
present  tariff",  and  that  none  but  practical  men  can  be  sup- 
posed to  have  accurate  knowledge  upon  the  aubject,  inas- 
much as  no  hi[^er  rate  of  duty  than  forty-five  cent,  ad 
valorem  is  apparent  upon  the  face  of  a  law  wluch  exacts 
two  hundred  per  cent,  duty,  we  can  feel  no  hentatim  in 
pronouncing  the  system  of  minnnum  vahiation  to  he  a  com- 
plete deception  upon  the  people  of  tiie  Uuted  States  in 
reference  to  the  realamount  of^ties  tbej'  are  obliged  to 
pay  upon  thrir  woollen  clothing. 

"  We  have  vunly  attempted,  by  means  of  hotbed  pro- 
tection, to  compensate  for  the  disadvantures  of  a  wptnt 
populMion,  high  price  of  labor,  want  of  skul  in  our  opera- 
tives, and  want  of  local  ooncentration  of  the  manufhctoriesi 
and,  above  sU,  we  have  committed  an  error  befiire  un- 
heard of  in  manu&otnriiqf  countries^  nx.  the  impoiMion 
of  eiumnoas  duties  on  raw  ""t— In  Eniriand*  votd 
is  aduutted  from  fbreign  countries  at  a  dn^  of  about  two 
cents  per  pound]  our  duty  upon  foreign  wool  is,  in  some 
nstances,  above  thirty  cents  per  pound." 

Yet,  nr,  with  thisWh  du^  upon  wod,  the  manufiu^ 
tnrers  hsTe,  during  thelaat  six  montiu^  importedtbat  arti- 
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cle  in  such  qmntitiei  u  has  caused  a  reduction  of  the 
prices  of  American  wool  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  the  bands 
of  the  purchasera  and  owners. 

**  Nothing'  (^7»  the  author  just  quoted)  is  more  perni- 
cious to  manuucturea  than  high  duties  upon  the  raw  ma- 
terials the/  consumei  and  American  mnttfiteturet  have 
■offered  deep^  from  tlui  cauae  almost  ever  Kiwe  the  oom- 
weneanent  of  the  restrictive  system." 

**  As  an  endenee  of  the  precetUng  positions,  we  need 
only  advert  to  the  well  known  &ct,  that  such  of  our  manu- 
factures as  have  been  the  least  encouraged  by  duties,  and 
have  also  enjoyed  to  a  gteat  extent  the  privileges  of  un- 
taxed raw  materials,  have  uniformly  been  most  prosperous 
and  least  affected  by  change,  while  those  which  have  been 
forced  into  existence  by  high  du^s,  and  have  been  obliged 
to  use  raw  materials  rendered  dear  by  taxation,  have  al- 
ways been  subject  to  the  greatest  losses  and  fluctuations. 

*<  The  numeriouB  mamibctures  which  existed  in  great 
abundance  in  and  about  the  dty  of  Philadelphia,  long  be- 
fore the  rise  of  the  American  system,  may  be  cited  as  ex- 
amples of  natural  manufiuitures." 

I  m^t  add  the  extensive  manufacture  of  shoes  at  Lynn, 
HiBsacluiaetts,  which  has  flourisl\edfor  nearly  half  a  cen. 
tnry,  and  which  never  knocked  at  the  doors  of  Congress 
fer  "more  protection." 

■*  We  may  enumerate  the  various  manu&ctures  of  iron, 
tin,  copper,  bnun^  and  pewter;  those  of  wood,  such  as 
coachei^  carts,  [chaises,  dearborn  wagons^]  wheelbarrows, 
cabinet  ware,  chairs,  [pails,  and  other  wooden  vessels;]  Ita* 
ther  and  its  tnanulkctures;  umbrellas,  [paper,  books,  print- 
ing types,  Btereotypeplateiv]  &c. ,  the  duty  onnone  of  which 
hu  ever  been  hijgner  then  thirty  per  tent.  Host  of  these 
grew  into  existence  as  bivestments  of  capital  naturally  pro- 
iltable,  ndthout  the  aid  of  bounties  or  protection.  On 
the  other  hand,  those  manufiictures  which  have  been  pre- 
maturely forced  upon  the  country  by  continued  and  in* 
fH'eaaing  tariffs,  have  been  subjected  to  the  moat  diitresMng 
uncertainties  and  fluctuations." 

"  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  manu- 
&cture  of  cotton  commenced  in  this  countiv  under  a  five 
per  cent.  duQr — ^that  it  atea^ly  progressed  and  yielded 
■afflctent  prmts  to  the  manuneturen,  to  enable  them  to 
amass  large  fortunes  under  a  rate  of  duty  never  exceeding 
fifteen  per  cent.,  and  it  would  unquestionably  have  con- 
tinued to  pn^^ss  in  such  fitbrios  as  were  the  best  adapted 
to  our  powers  of  production,  if  the  dut^  had  never  ex- 
ceeded that  amount" 

**  It  is  a  common  artifice  of  the  advocates  of  high  duties, 
to  sum  up  the  entire  amount  of  the  domestic  manufiictures 
of  the  United  States  RssertinK  tliat  the  whole  of  them  owe 
th«r  exigence  and  ccmtinued  support  to  the  restrictive 
system,  and  by  this  means  to  endeavor  to  alarm  the  peo- 
ple by  the  idea  that  the  whole  of  Uie  manufacturing  in- 
dustry of  the  country  is  dependent  upon  the  high  duties 
for  suppcH^  and  would  cease  with  their  repeal:  whereas 
the  tnith  is,  according  to  what  we  have  already  sliown, 
that  most  of  them  had  a  iigoroui  existence  before  the 
enactment  of  the  protective  tarifif^  and  are  now  injured 
and  stinted  in  Uieir  real  growth  and  prosperity  by  the 
hi^h  duties  on  raw  materius,  and  the  inercaaed  expense  of 
livmg,  to  which  all  artisans  engaged  in  manufiuitures  are 
subject,  in  consequence  of  the  loreiga  articles  they  con- 
sume beings  so  enormously  taxed." 

The  farmers,  who  grow  wool,  will  be  astonished  that 
the  tnanufiu^turers  now  complain  they  are  deprived  of  a 
part  of  the  protection  they  are  supposed  to  enjoy  under 
the  present  high  tariff,  by  the  high  duty  levied  on  the 
raw  material,  vniich  composes  the  fabrics  they  manufac- 
ture. **It  must  be  remembered  (hat  Uie  duty  upon  wool 
forms  no  leu  a  part  of  tlie  great  *  American  eystem,' 
than  the  duty  upon  cloth." 

*■  But  no  sooner  bad  the  law  taken  effect,  tlian  the  Ut- 
ter (the  manufacturer)  immediately  devised  measures 


to  take  from  the  former  (Ae  wool  grower}  their  share 
of  its  expected  profits.  By  means  of  combined  efforts, 
or  of  inoividual  exertions,  immense  amounts  of  foreign 
wool  have  been  brought  into  the  United  SUtes  with- 
in the  Ust  two  yearsi  and  the  manufacturers,  not  con- 
tent even  with  this  palpable  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  American  ^stem,  have  bad  recourse  to  other  mea- 
sures still  more  prejudidal  to  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  wool  grower.  They  discovered  that  by  importing 
woollen  yarn,  which  is  admitted  into  this  country  at  a 
duty  of  thirty-three  per  cent.,  whilst  the  duty  upon  raw 
wool  is  four  cents  per  pound,  and  fifty  per  cent,  upon 
the  valuation,  they  could  not  only  procure  foreign  wool, 
in  this  shape,  upon  lover  terms  than  they  coura  obtjun 
either  the  American  or  the  foreign  wool  in  its  raw  slate, 
but,  by  thus  importing  it,  they  would  thereby  avail  them- 
selves of  the  cheapness  of  English  spinning,  and  the 
superior  cheapness  and  excellency  of  the  Engli^  dyes, 
whilst,  under  the  provisions  of  our  ill  arranged  tariff, 
they  would  be  permitted  to  exact  as  high  a  price  from 
the  consumer  for  this  semi-foreign  fabric,  as  though  it 
were  really  a  commodity  of  American  origin." 

"The  fall  in  the  price  of  wool,  wlvt^  has  taken  place 
within  six  months  past,  amounts  to  about  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  and  the  article  is  dull  at  the  present  nominal  pricey 
the  market  being  glutted,  and  few  sales  taking  place." 

Millions  of  wool  have  been  imported]  and'the  specula- 
tors  in  wool  have  been  bitten  enough  to  equal  ul  their 
gains  of  the  previous  year. 

In  reference  to  this  importation  of  foreign  yams,  I  am 
myself  a  witness.  Tinting,  about  a  year  ago,  an  extensive 
carpet  factory,  I  was  astonished,  on  inquiry,  to  find  that 
the  material  used  was  spun,  colored,  and  prepared  in,  and 
imported  from,  England,  and  that  the  workmen  employed 
in  weaving  were  all  foreigners,  a  stout,  able-bodied  man 
being  able  to  earn  in  the  severe  labor  of  weaving  Brusseb 
carpeting,  which  requires  a  skill  and  care  uncommon  to 
most  manufactures,  seventy-five  cents  to  a  dollar  a  day. 

So  much,  Mr.  President,  for  the  tariff  protection  of 
woollens  and  wool.  I  mi^ht  go  on,  and  show  the  dele- 
terious effect  on  domestic  uuliistry  of  the  high  duties  on 
hemp  and  cordage.  The  duty  and  charges  on  a  ton  of 
Russian  hemp  amount  to  one  hundred  ftnd  twentr-ei^t 
dollars — a  sum  greater  than  the  first  cost  of  purcliase  in 
Russia.  This  duty  has  been  raised  since  1789,  from  twelve 
dollars  a  ton  to  sixty  dollars  a  ton.  But  "Kuwan  cord- 
age, (a  manufacturetl article,)  subject  to  the  present  duty 
of  four  cents  fiir  tarred,  and  five  cents  for  untarred,  can 
be  imported  and  told,  without  loss,  at  ten  centa  per  lb.— 
being  near  one  cent  per  pound  less  tiian  the  raw  roateiml 
costs  the  TDanufacturer,  under  the  present  duty  of  sixty 
dollars  per  ton." 

What  must  be  the  consequence  of  this  enormous  tax 
on  til e  raw  material'  Will  it  not  be  the  destruction  of 
the  home  mitrket  for  the  growers  of  hemp?  "Russian 
cordage  has,  already,  to  a  considerable  extent,  supplied 
the  place  of  the  manufactured  article;  and  our  ships  en- 
gaged in  foreign  trade  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  can  and 
do  procure  supplies  abroad,  at  cheaper  rates  than  in  the 
United  States." 

The  effect  of  the  high  duty  on  raw  hemp  has  been  the 
prostration  of  those  numerous  cordage  and  rope  manu- 
uctories  which  plied  so  buuly  and  so  profitably  twenty-five 
and  thirty  years  ^nce,  in  the  vioinity  of  all  our  tuHumrr- 
cial  towns. 

A  wealthy  gentleman  of  the  State  in  which  1  reside, 
now  an  ''American  system," advocate,  because  he  owns 
some  fifty  to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  in  a  woollen 
factory,  and  one  uf  the  meeting  of  some  forty  or  fifly  ]>ci^ 
sons  which  elected  delegates  to  represent  the  whole  Siute  at 
the  Tarifl'  Convention  of  New  York,  ia  also  engaged  exten- 
sively in  commerce,  and  is  the  owner  of  sliiiw.  liis  zeal 
for  American  manufactures,  which  is  itew-bom,  and  Icobs 
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back  only  to  the  time  when  he  subscribed  for  his  manufac- 
turing stockt  his  desire  to  protect  American  industry^  may 
be  estimated  from  the  iact,  that  he  luu,  durin|>  the  lut 
year*  imported  from  the  north  of  Europe  the  manu&ctur- 
ed  cordage  necessary  to  fit  out  Iiis  slups;  and  iht^  too, 
vhen  the  laborers  wlio  have  obttiiied  a  livelihood  in  the 
manufacture  of  corc^^ge,  livinr  in  his  place,  arc  thrown 
out  of  employ.  Instances  are  known,  where  ships,  own- 
ed by  advocates  of  the  American  system,  go  to  sea  with 
old  uckic  and  cables,  and  return  with  two,  and  sometimes 
three,  sp»re  sets  of  <»Lbles — ^jsvading  entirety  the  Govern- 
ment duties  on  these  uttcles. 

By  the  (acts  and  illustrations  wluch  I  have  presented,'  i  ii 
the  maiji  bariDg;  relation  to  three  principal  articles,  to  wit, 
iron,  woollens,  and  hemp,  and  claimed  to  be  protected  b}- 
the  Amcncan  system,  I  natter  myself  I  have  succeeded  in 
establishing-  the  position  that  the  tarifT  laws  at  1821  and 
lS2d  are  not,  and  have  not  been,  of  essential  bencRt  to 
American  manufactures  and  American  industry. 

And  what  docs  tlie  rcst^iition  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky propose,  but  drawing  closer  the  cord  of  i-estriction^ 
What  does  it  propose  but  the  destruction  instead  of  the 
encouragement  of  American  industry^  He  would  raise 
^hteen  millioiu  of  revenue  after  the  public  debt  ia  dis- 
char^d,  when  not  more  than  ten,  and  at  most  twelve, 
millions  are  wanted  to  defray  all  proper  expenses  of  the 
Gorernmentj  he  would  continue  the  present  high  duties 
on  iron,  cottons,  woollens,  and  hemp;  he  would  nnt  abate 
a  vbit  of  the  tax  on  salt,  brown  sugar,  and  other  ncces- 
Hurarticlest  he  would  takeoff  the  entire  tax  from  many 
srttdes  of  husbandry  wluch  the  rich  man  consumes,  on  the 
absurd  and  mistaken  theory  that  high  duties  will  make 
cheap  goods. 

What  do  the  advocates  of  tlic  *'  system"  expect  will  be 
the  result,  should  their  proposition  become  a  law?  If  it 
affords  the  "protection"  they  anticipate,  would  not  its 
effect  be  to  deprive  the  Government  of  all  revenue,  inas- 
much  at,  if  it  ahall  protect,tit  must  shut  out  all  articles  on 
vhich  revenue  depends?  Such,  howerer,  will  not  be  its 
effect.  The  revenue  still  derived  will  be  at  first  undoubt- 
edly greater  than  the  gentleman's  cdculation;  industry 
of  all  Idnd^  even  the  manufactures  themselves,  will  be 
prostratedf  commerce  will  suffer,  and  a  general  stagiia 
tion  will  ensue,  till,  last  of  all,  tiie  sources  of  revenue 
tbelf  will  be  exhausted. 

It  is  said  that  the  system  of  protection  which  the  reso- 
lution proposes — rather  should  I  say  a  system  of  destruc- 
tion-Hs  as  old  as  the  Government  itself;  that  it  is  not  only 
the  qrsteiD  adopted  by  all  other  enligtUened  nations,  but 
that  it  is  the  system  of  Washington. 

It  is  true,  «r,  that  in  the  early  daj's  of  the  constitution 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  statesmen 
of  that  time  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  public  revenue 
should  be  collected.  Themostdemocraticpartof  thecom- 
■nuaily  contended  for  free  and  unrestricted  trade  with  all 
nations  in  ami^  with  the  United  States,  and  that  the  re- 
vone  should  be  collected  by  a  direct  tax  on  estates.  Had 
tins  qriteiQ  been  adopted,  every  one  must  admit  the  public 
burdens  would  have  been  more  just  and  equal  than  they 
ROW  are.  Among  the  champions  for  thik  tree  trade  sys- 
tem was  George  I-ogan,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  man,  who, 
when  "  tjie  public  mmd  being  much  agitated  on  account 
of  the  Prendi  revolution,  and  the  violent  sscendancj-  of. 
P>rty  spirit,  ud  .the  nation  stan^ng  on  the  brink  of  war 
with  IVsnce,  embarked  for  that  country  in  June,  1798, 
in  order  to  t^  to  prevent  such  an  issue.  For  this  step, 
(say  the  authors  of  the  Encyclopedia  Americana,)  he  was 
denounced  as  a  parricide  to  his  countrjr,  and  loaded  with 
the  utmost  abuse.  But  he  succeeded  in  his  iatentions}" 
he  succeeded,  after  the  Government  agents  bad  fiiiled,  and 
left  the  country,  "  in  convincing  the  Directory  of  the 
imptdicy  of  the  measures  pursued  by  France  towards 
tlu  countrfa  and  finally  ubtained  a  decree  nunng 


the  embargo,  anl  liberating  our  seamen,  and  giving, 
through  the  American  consul  general,  assurances  to  oar 
Government  that  they  desired  to  renew  their  former 
amity  and  fViendship  with  the  United  States.**  This 
George  Logan,  who  was  afterwards,  from  1801  to  1807*, 
a  member  of  this  Senate,  was  the  advocate  for  an  entire 
free  trade  system.  In  a  series  of  numbers  addressed  to 
the  farmers  of  the  United  States,  and  published  in  the 
year  1791,  he  holds  the  followiivg language: 

"Every  unprejudiced  citizen  must  allow  that  the  total 
fVeedom  of  commerce,  without  any  restriction  whatever, 
will  be  one  of  the  principal  means  of  promoting  the 
prosperity  of  our  country.  Jn  this  great  question  you 
should  take  adecided  part;  and  as  you  wish  to  support  the 
general  interests  of  the  community,  you  ^ould  exert 
yourselves  to  expose  and  suppress  me  raise  principles  of 
those  men  who  wish  to  make  their  fortunes  oy  monopoly 
and  intrigue;  and  whose  projects  of  opulence  are  ever 
founded  upon  the  ruin  of  the  people." 
Again,  he  says: 

"  Vou  can  ^ain  no  posnblc  advantage  from  indirect 
taxes  upon  articles  of  conaumptiont  but,  on  the  contrmr, 
must  suffer  a  ver>'  conuderable  loss,  ilie  meehanic^  me 
manufucturer,  the  merchant,  and  evei^  other  class  of  dti- 
zens  to  whom  you  have,  occasion  to  pay  wages,  will  make 
their  charges  in  proportion  to  the  duties  thev  pay  to  the 
Government.  Ail  such  expenses  being  dcaucted  from 
the  gross  product  of  your  farms,  must  diminish  that  sur- 
plus which  constitutes  your  wealth,  and  in  proportion  to 
which  you  ^ould  pay  a  revenue  to  the  State  for  protec- 
tion. Such  changes  may  become  so  great  as  to  eat  up 
the  whole  product  of  your  industry,  particularly  where 
the  soil  is  not  always  rich  and  fertile.  In  this  rituation 
you  maybe  regarded  as  slaves  to  support  the  pageantry 
of  Government,  hut  cannot  be  esteemed  frcenien  ac- 
quiring property  for  yourselves." 

'*  An  unjust  and  oppressive  tax  may  be  acquired  from 
a  free  people  without  much  difficulty,  by  Uying  a  duty 
or  excise  upon  articles  of  consumption;  in  which  case, 
the  purchaser  thinks  he  is  only  paying  the  price  of  the 
commodity,  whilst  in  fact  he  is  paying  a  heavy  tax.  Such 
a  sj'stera  of  deception  may  be  wen  calculated  for  an 
aristocracy,  where  a  few  haughty  and  deluded  men  are 
in  the  habit  of  violating  the  ri^ts  of  their  fellow-citixens, 
and  hold  themselves  unaccountable  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  public  revenue.  But  is  it  safe  for  a  repnbHe  oT 
freemen  to  be  Indifferent  with  respect  to  their  finances?** 
Tlii*  is  the  language  of  one  of  the  sages  of  Pennnl. 
vania  to  the  formers  of  that  patriotic  State.  Can  It  be 
possible  she  has  forgotten  it^  Yet  it  seems  a  different 
policy  of  revenue  was  adopted  by  the  Government.  Th^ 
did  resort  to  duties  on  imports;  they  took  up  with  what 
the  friends  of  a  high  tariff  call  the  '*  protective  ^stem. " 
Was  it  such  as  is  now  contended  for?  If  sc^  its  littie  fin- 
ger is  heavier  than  its  parent's  loinsi  if  so,  it  was  but  a 
chastisement  witii  whips,  and  its  lueceasor  does  indeed 
lay  on  with  scorpiona.  There  was  no  duty  laid  by  Wash- 
ington, either  in  1790  or  1794,  that  was  hud  for  protec- 
tion, as  contended  for  by  the  friends  of  the  restdution  on 
your  table.  The  duty  on  iron  was  then  five  per  cent.;  it 
IS  now  one  hundred  per  cent.  The  duty  on  woollens  was 
then  five  per  cent. ;  it  ia  now  from  fifW  to  two  hundred 
per  cent.  Wool  manufactured  was  then  fVee  of  dutyi 
It  ia  DOW  taxed  one  hundred  per  cent.  The  duty  w  cot- 
ton cloths  was  then  five  per  centi  it  is  now  more  than  one 
hundred  per  cent. 

Sir,  the  protection  to  American  industry,  afforded  hf 
the  policy  of  Washington's  administration,  was  not  such  a 
protection  as  is  contemplated  by  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  nor  even  such  a  protection  as  the  present  tariff  laws 
intend  to  extend.  Why,  sir,  the  strongest  enenuee  ofthe 
present  tariff  would  compound  for  a  tariff  that  ahoidd  im- 
poM  twice  the «mountofatttieBimposedbytiiet>riffofl79(^ 
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Sir,  I  will  not  deny  that  it  hu  ever  been  the  policy  of 
our  Government  to  protect  domestic  mftnu&ctures;  but  I 
do  deny  that  it  ever  wu  the  policy  of  Washin^on,  of  the 
firat  AdamH,  of  JeiTerson,  or  Madison,  to  aflbrd  «  greater 
protection  to  any  manufacturing  interests  tlian  the  legiti- 
mate ■purposea  of  revenue  afforded.  This,  as  I  trust  I 
have  shown,  waa  enough;  it  was  the  best  protection  ever 
i^orded  under  thia  Qovemment.  Whetner,  if  you  ^ 
beyond  this,  it  be  conatitutiQnal  or  uuconititutionu,  it  u 
impoiitic,  unjust,  and  unwise. 

The  extraordinary  cpectacle  is  nov  presented  by  the 
friends  of  the  **  American  system,"  of  grave  ai^^uments  ad- 
dressed to  tJie  American  people.  Intended  to  convince  them 
that  the  reduction  of  the  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  on  every 
pound  of  gunpowder  tea,  twenty  cents  on  hyson,  fourteen 
on  hyson  skin,  and  thirteen  cents  on  all  inferior  teas,  tvo 
cents  per  pound  on  coffee,  and  ten  cents  a  bushel  on  salt, 
made  by  the  present  adnuniitration,  so  &r  from  being  a 
public  ben^t,  has  BCtuiUy  r^ied  the  price  of  all  those 
articles! 

I  mar  be  permitted  here,  mr,  to  say  a  word  of  the  doc- 
trine of  internal  improvements  as  connected  with  the  tariff 
laws.  That  doctrine — I  mean  not,  sir,  the  doctrine  of 
making  for  ourselves  good  roads,  excellent  roads,  and  all 
the  canals  our  budness  requires;  that  doetrine  wasrepti- 
^ated  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  re- 
present in  1822{  my  coUei^e  on  this  floor  then  endorsed 
the  unaiumous  resolutions  passed  by  that  State  Legislature, 
denying  to  Congress  the  power  of  making  appropriations 
for  mere  objects  of  Internal  improveitients.  But  are  not 
these  appropriations  the  boon  that  to  this  hour  has  been 
held  out  to  the  West  to  reconcile  her  to  the  tariff?  She 
hat  none,  or  very  few  large  manubcturing  cstid>li8hmentB 
to  be  protected,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  Senator  from 
Sooth  CaroUna.  What,  then,  induces  her  to  hold  on  to 
the  **  American  nstem,"  but  that  splendid  part  of  U 
which  offers  to  them  millions  and  tens  of  millions  to  be 
expended  on  roads  and  canals  running  in  every  direction  ? 

The  Senatflv  from  Kentucky  says,  "  effectual  and  per- 
manent provision  should  be  made  for  such  internal  im- 
provements as  may  be  sanctioned  by  Congtessi"  that  this 
IS  "emphatically  due  to  the  West,"  and  that  she  wilt 
"not  he  satisiiM  with  an  abandonment  of  the  policy.** 
He  says  the  West  have  no  direct  interest  in  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  navy,  the  fortifications,  or  even  the  army." 
Have  tbey  not  as  much  interest  in  all  these  as  the  interior 
countiy  in  any  part  of  the  old  thirteen  States?  Particu- 
larly liave  not  the  army  and  its  expenditures,  since  the 
termination  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  been  as  much 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Western  as  of  the  Atlantic  States? 
Has  nut  our  gallant  navy  protected  as  much  tlie  rights, 
and  honor,  and  the  property  of  every  Western  as  every 
Eastern  man^  Are  there  not  fortifications  as  expensive 
guarding  the  mouths  of  the  Misusuppi,  and  the  whole 
commercial  property  of  the  West,  as  of  the  otlier  rivers 
and  harbors  of  our  country? 

But  the  Senator  supposes  something  more  is  due  to  the 
Western  than  to  the  other  States.  I  admit  they  deser\-e 
much  of  the  chantry;  their  valor  in  defending  it  when 
assailed  by  its  enemies,  their  enterprise  in  conveiting  the 
wilderness  into  ftuitfiU  fields,  and  in  building  up  towns 
and  citiei^  commends  them  to  our  admiration.  But,  inas- 
much as  the  Senator  himself  admits  it  would  be  injustice 
to  collect  mwiey  from' one  portion  of  the  people  to  expend 
it  on  another,  can  Congress  legitimately  appropriate  more 
to  be  expended  on  internal  improvements  in  the  Western 
than  in  the  Atlantic  States?  At  least  let  not  ttus  device 
induce  the  West  to  supptsl  the  <*Americaa^stem,"  that 
golden  eagles  may  come  back  to  them  in  the  shape  of  ap- 
propriations for  internal  improvements,  tor  the  ^ver 
dollars  unnecessarily  paid  in  high  duties  to  protect  manu- 
facturcfl  in  distant  parts  of  the  Union. 
The  tariff  contemplated  by  the  resolution  will  bear 


scarcely  less  heavy  upon  the  West  than  upon  the  South; 
and.  if  I  may  judge  of  the  Mgns  of  the  times,  the  people 
of  the  West  are  beginning  to  realize  the  fiict.  "  A  voice 
from  Missouri,"  in  resolutions  just  passed  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  larre  portion  of  her  citizens,  has  reached 
usi  that  voice  condemns  a  high  tariff.  The  yeomanry  of 
the  West  can  calculate  how  much  they  will  have  to  pay  in 
taxes,  and  how  much  they  will  receive  in  appropnations 
for  internal  tmprovementsi  a  contrast  will  uiow  that  tiie 
advantages  they  will  derive  from  the  ■'sj^stem'*  will  not 
equal  the  disadvantagest  that,  while  they  pay  the  Louiri- 
ana  planters  three  cents  bounty  on  every  pound  of  sugar, 
the  Louisianians  pay  no  bounty  for  their  flour,  com,  and 
bacon;  that,  while  they  paya  profit  on  the  duties  them- 
selves, proportionate  to  their  greater  distance  from  a 
market,  that  greater  distance  depreciates  the  value  of  their 
own  productions. 

Hy  worthy  friend,  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  has 
presented  us  an  elaborate  and  able  defence  of  what  he 
calls  the  protective  system.  1  shall  not  follow  that  gen- 
tleman tiiroiigh  his  whole  discourse,  wrong  as  I  think  Dim 
in  some  of  his  facts,  and  mistaken  as  I  believe  him  in  mOst 
of  his  inferences.  His  opinion  is,  that  the  protecting 
system  dues  not  operate  injuriously  to  any  interest  in  any 
section  of  the  country.  If  the  "system"  was  what  the 
term  imports,  it  would  indeed  be  beneficial  every  where. 
My  diffictilty  lies  in  beUering  that  hotbed  protection  b 
injurious,  not  only  to  all  other  interests  with  which  it  has 
any  near  or  remote  connexion,  but  to  the  very  interest  it 
would  protect. 

The  credit  which  the  friends  of  the  "system"  take  for  it, 
is  like  that  which  the  wily  quack  takes  for  himself  when  the 
patient,  in  spite  of  dose  on  dose  of  deleterious  medione  ad- 
ministered, IS  kept  alive,  and  recovers  by  the  stamina  of  a 
good  constitution ;  the  tricking  practitioner  clums  for  him- 
self the  credit  of  B  cure,  when  all  that  he  hasdoneis  tolay 
the  foundation  for  employment;  so  long  as  the  patient  shaU 
live,  more  medicine  must  he  administered  to  counteract 
the  effects  of  that  already  administered.  So  with  domes- 
tic manufactures;  when  once  bloated  by  the  unnatural 

ftrotection  afforded  by  hi^  duties,  that  bloating  will  end, 
ike  other  intemperance,  m  delirium  tremmt  and  death. 

Let  manufiwturers  have  their  raw  materials  rither  f^e 
or  at  low  duties,  and  tiiis  benefit,  together  with  relief  from 
the  Gfeneral  taxation  imposed  by  tlie  restriiitive  system, 
and  increased  demand  for  their  fabrics  consequent  upon 
tliis  relief,  will  soon  place  them  in  that  safe  and  prosper- 
ous condition  where  the  fluctuations  of  fbragn  tnde  can- 
not materially  injure  them. 

The  Senator  says,  the  true  policy  of  the  nation  is  to 
bring  into  action  all  the  industry  of  the  country;  that  it  ia 
by  pushing  all  ob^cts  of  indiutnr  that  protection  is  afford- 
ed. If  the  Senator  can  admit  the  folwwing  propomtions, 
now  admitted  to  be  the  true  principles  of  poiitif^  econo- 
my, must  he  not  also  admit  that  his  policy  is  very  fiu-  from 
bringing  into  action  all  the  industry  of  the  country? 

The  rise  of  price  always  diminishes  the  consumption  of 
a  product,  by  putting  it  out  of  the  reach  of  some  of  the 
consumers.  The  demand  then  dindnishes,  and  the  pries 
of  the  article  falls. 

A  tax  on  the  raw  material  raises  the  ptke  of  the  artiele 
nuuiufactured}  the  ability  to  buy  being  less^  Ifss  of  the 
article  is  required  to  supply  the  demand. 

Taxes  destroy,  equal  to  their  amount,  the  products  of 
labor,  and  at  the  expense  of  those  who  are  unable  to  shift 
fbr  themselves. 

Taxes  on  imposts  are  not  on  the  article  itself^  but  on  the 
consumer  of  the  article. 

Revenue  from  imposts  is  not  value  created,  but  value 
transferred;  it  destroys  so  much  value  in  the  bands  of 
those  who  supply  it. 

When  a  particular  production  is  fiivored,  above  ofhera, 
by  legislative  protection,  diis  is  evidence  tiiat  mdi  pro- 
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ductkm  is  IcM  Miitible  to  the  want*  of  the  nation,  and  leas 
lucrative,  because  such  production,  without  particular  eo- 
coiirmgenMnt,  is  notable  to  support  itself. 

When  proiSts  are  rused  beyond  what  ther  would  have 
been  if  a  particular  manu&cture  had  been  ten  to  free  ooin- 


pedtion*  that  which  the  producer  gives  is  aih  excess  of  turers  themselves  that  any  reduction  may  be  made  in  the 


^iee  hat  hf  the  ooniuBiert  it  h  not  a  nhw  cmtcd,  but 
displaced,  uid  ^nuniihas  richea  on  one  hand,  as  much  as 
it  mcreases  them  on  the  other. 

By  taxation  for  encoungement  of  msnofacturea,  larfpe 
capitafista  are  induced  to  invest  their  moon  in  them.  This 
encouiarement  is  for  the  benefit  of  capitiui  thus  the  poor 
are  taxed  for  tfie  benefit  of  the  rich. 

A  st^kcrabundance  of  espital  will  seek  that  employraent 
whidiitroostluct«tive;and.  when  thus  employed,  if  turn- 
ed to  ipiculture,  to  manuftetures,  to  the  search  of  the 
products  of  the  sea,  or  to  the  export  and  import  of  mer- 
chandise, gives  equal  empk^ment  to  the  industry  and 
labor  of  a  nation. 

Sir,  ever  since  the  or|i;anizatioa  of  our  Goremment,  the 
wealdiy  capitalists  of  this  country  have  sought  for  and  ob- 
tuned  a  greater  protection  from  Congress  Uian  the  labor- 
ers and  men  of  small  capital.  While  capital  was  principidly 
confined  to  commerce,  eyery  other  interest  must  be  sacri- 
ficed for  the  jmitection  of  commerce.  And  now  ^t  the 
hi^  capitaUits  have  invested  milfinu  in  Urge  manufiic- 
tunng  estsblishments,  tnd  those  capitalist  boast  of  their 
ability  to  divide  their  fifteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  white  property  in  the  soil  will  not  yield 
an  income  irf  three  per  cent.,  Congress  is  called  on  to  in- 
crease the  burdens  of  the  hardy  tilters  of  the  soil,  to 
increase  the  tax  on  necessary  articles  of  coDsnmplion,  that 
the  hrge  manufacturers  may  ^vlde  still  lu^er  pR>fits. 

Sir,  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  in  the  joint  stock 
estabDAments  of  New  Envland  is  greater  in  amount  than 
the  manufacture  of  all  omer  articles  in  all  other  joint 
stock  comptnies  in  the  country.  An  honorable  gentleman 
belonging  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  whose 
income  from  his  manufacturing  stock  the  last  year  is  said 
to  have  exceeded  fifly  thousand  doUan,  emphatically 
declared  in  hearing,  and  in  the  &ee  of  the  put^e,  he 
was  **  ready  to  prove  mat  a  pound  of  cotton  can  be  manu* 
fiictured  into  cloth  for  less  money  here  than  in  Great  Bri- 
tain." Another  gentleman,  a  practical  manufscturer  of 
cotton,  who  has  gathered  a  la^e  fortune  from  the  profits 
of  cotton  establishments  in  New  Hampshire — ^who  was 
induced  to  come  as  a  delegate  to  a  late  convention  at  Bal- 
timore, being  taught  to  Iwlieve  that  the  objects  of  that 
convention  embraced  much  the  most  imp<atantiteminthe 
**  American  mteffl"—birt  to  whom  I  can  cheerfully  award 
the  merit  of  bang  much  more  practical  and  sound  in  his 
views  of  msnnfkcturing  cottons  than  of  making  "Ameri- 
can system"  Presidents;  this  gentleman,  while  mthtscl^, 
assured  me  that  the  bnnness  of  manufimturing  cottons  was 
too  good  to  last;  that  his  feats  were,  the  great  encourage- 
ment now  afforded  would  induce  so  many  to  rush  into  me 
buriness  as  to  make  it  good  fur  nothing.  Let  tlut  rush 
take  place;  and  nothing  now  prevents  it  but  the  general 
expecttfion  that  the  duties  will  be  reduced  at  the  present, 
or  the  next  sesrion  of  Congress,  tnd  the  manu&cturers 
will  within  three  years  witness  another  revuluon  such  as 
they  experienced  in  1837-'38.  The  small  men  will  be  ruin- 
ed, snd  the  large  and  rich  owners  will  carry  off  the  spoils — 
purcbaring  up  the  establishments,  as  they  purchased  tjbem 
before,  for  frt»n  twelve  and  ahalf  to  fifty  cents  on  the  dcllar. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  another  practical  manufacturer,  of 
my  acqoaintance,  who  has  managed  a  cotton  establish- 
ment, snd  made  it  profiti^le,  for  many  yeai^  that  the 
immediate  repeal  of  the  law  imposing  duties  on  cottons 
would  be  disastrous,  inasmuch  as  such  repeal  would  at 
first  invite  an  extraordinary  importation  of  foreign  clotlis, 
by  which  Hnportation  both  merchants  and  manu&eturers , 
would  be  equally  losers:  at  the  same  time,  ssid  he,  and  I ' 


use  his  own  wordH,  taken  down  at  the  time,  "the  repeal 
of  all  duties,  after  the  importations  Iwd  settled  down  to  no 
more  than  a  regular  supply,  could  not  materially  inj  ure  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  goods." 
Thus  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  opinions  of  die  manufsc- 


duties  on  cottons  without  injury  to  Uie  manufacturers,  if 
that  reduction  shall  be  made  prospective  and  gradual. 

The  proeperous  business  of  the  Ust  year,  like  evety 
thing  else  good,  is  set  down  to  the  credit  of  the  tariff. 
Its  friends  contend  tliat  the  protecting  duties  reduce 
prices,  while  in  the  same  breath  they  utter  their  fears 
that  prices  will  bereducedif  the  high  duties  shall  betaken 
off.  The  prosperous  ctHidition  of  trade  and  industry,  in 
my  belief,  owes  nothing  to  the  high  tariff,  except  the 
credit  of  having  been  retarded  by  it  A  greater  start  was 

given  to  bunness  by  the  opening  of  the  West  India  ports, 
owever  the  arrangement  by  which  that  trade  has  been 
secured  to  us  may  be  here  derided,  than  by  any  other 
event  that  has  transpired  during  the  last  ten  years.  The 
effect  of  opening  those  ports  was  immediate  in  my  sec- 
tion of  the  country :  the  rise  was  simultaneous  to  that  event, 
and  has  continued  fr«n  that  time  to  the  present,  llie 
demand  for  every  sp«^  of  Northern  (and,  I  believe. 
Southern)  production,  everrince  that  time,  has  exceeded 
the  supply;  and  thisdemand  continues.  The  price  of  lum- 
ber has  been  raised  twenty^ve  per  cent :  our  shipping 
has  been  in  so  great  demand,  that  the  usual  supply  of  sidt 
and  molasses,  which  had  been  brought  home  only  because 
it  was  better  than  to  bring  home  nothing,  has  failed,  from 
the  more  luci'ative  employment  of  ships;  and  the  conse- 
quence is--«  consequence  that  can  be  only  momentary-- 
tbat  the  prices  of  those  articles  hare  not  been  reduced 
equal  to  the  reduction  of  the  duties. 

1  repeat,  Mr.  Prerident,  that  it  is  not  to  the  high  tariff 
we  are  to  attribute  the  present  prosperity  of  the  country. 
It  is  to  other  causes,  which  have  produced  an  equal  pros- 
perity to  the  neighboring  British  provinces,  where  there 
are  no  protecting  duties  m  force,  and  where  the  taxes  on 
necessary  articles  are  scarcely  one-tenth  what  they  are  in 
the  United  SUtes,  which  have  pven  an  impetus  to  trade 
and  eommeice  thi-oug^out  the  civilize&world)itistothe 
opening  and  enlarptig  the  channels  of  foreign  inter- 
course, not  exactly  on  the  restrictive  principle,  that  we 
may  give  credit  for  the  present  activity  in  business,  and 
the  demand  for  every  species  of  production.  Among  the 
causes  for  the  cheapening  of  almost  every  kind  of  pro- 
duction, the  i^id  n^rovements  in  laborsavingmachinety 
may  be  mentioned. 

But,  sir,  let  it  be  supposed  that  I  am  mistaken  in  my 
views  in  relation  to  the  operation  oS  the  tariff;  let  it  be 
supposed  that  particular  interests  have  been,  and  may 
be,  benefited  by  high  protecting  duties— what  does  "equal 
and  exact  justice"  to  our  whole  country  require  at  the 
hands  of  its  Government.' 

The  eloquent  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  drawn 
a  picture — a  gloomy  picture — of  the  commercial  capital 
at  which  be  resides,  and  of  the  operation  of  the  severe 
duties  imposed  by  the  tariff  on  his  section  of  the  country, 
which  I  am  sure  must  have  werated  on  all  within  hearing 
of  his  voice.  His  was  not  the  language  of  menace,  or 
threat,  or  taunt;  it  was  a  strong  exprestdon  of  the  sense 
of  injustice  operating  on  the  whole  people;  it  was 
what  we  may  well  conceive  to  be  the  utterance  of 'well 
founded  complaint,  by  the  whole  people,  against  oppres- 
rion  wliicli  is  daily  becoming  more  aggravated,  because 
daily  dctimed  less  necessary.  It  matters  not  to  me  whe- 
ther or  not  the  South,  and  South  Carolina  particularly,  he 
really  suffering  the  injuries  to  the  whole  extent  repre- 
sented; certain  it  is,  that  it  is  the  almost  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Southern  people  that  they  do  thus  suffer,  i  much 
regretted  the  spirit  in  wtkich  the  complaints  coming  from 
the  South  were  met  by  tite  Senator  from  New  Jeney.  His 
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reniarks,  although  I  can  readily  ezciue  hu  feelings  on  this 
subject,  surely  vrere  not  provoked  by  any  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  In  this  in- 
stance, too,  had  it  not  been  better  he  should  have  recol- 
lected that  the  parties  stood  on  unequal  ground?  Even 
had  it  been  the  disposition  of  each  party  to  see  which 
could  do  the  other  the  most  harm — had  it  been  a  war  of 
extermination— how  cruel  is  it  for  the  strongest  party  to 
^ory  in  his  advuiti^?  I  must  believe  that,  for  the  mo- 
ment, the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  fomtten  tliat  be 
possessed  this  advantage,  when,  speaking  ofthe  intentions 
of  himself  and  his  friends,  he  uttered  the  very  significant 
words,  "  yes,  we  will  die  in  the  last  dKch." 

I  speak  not  without  book,  Mr.  President,  when  1  say 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  my  State  would  not 
"  sully  the  mighty  meed  of  ttieir  large  honor  for  so  much 
trtiah  as  may  be  grasped  thus;"  that  they  would  not  lake 
to  the  amount  of  a  cent,  much  less  to  the  amount  of  mil- 
lions, if  they  could  grasp  it,  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  ex- 
pense of  tlieir  brethren  of  the  South.  Did  the  people  of 
the  North  pour  out  their  blood  like  water  to  obtain  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  we  enjoy;  and  can  they,  in 
cool  blood,  deprive  their  brethren  of  the  same  rights  and 
privileges,  for  the  paltry  gains  which  such  an  assumption 
•would  give?  No,  «r,  there  is  still  left  a  phalanx  of  free- 
men at  the  North*  who  will  not  wittingly  and  willingly  goad 
their  brethren  to  reustance  for  the  sake  of  filthy  lucre.  ^ 

Sir,  there  is  a  good  number  at  the  North,  who,  for  thdr 
attachment  to  the  principles  which  have  animated  some  of 
the  best  men  of  the  country,  have  for  more  than  thirty  years 
been  accused  of  being,  first,  under  "  Virginia  influence" — 
more  recently,  under  "  Southern  influence,"  and  who  have 
beencalledtbe  "white  slaves  of  the  South."  These  men 
have  often,  in  New  England,  been  in  the  minority,  and  they 
have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  thank  their  South- 
em  brethren  that  flieir  Toice  has  brought  back  the  Govern- 
n)ent,to  the  purity  of  first  principles.  Never  will  those 
men  ofthe  North  who  continue  to  stand  on  the  ground  of 
principle,  be  forgiverfby  their  adversaries.  Those  adver- 
saries have  assumed  all  the  colon  of  the  chameleon,  that 
they  might  deceivp  honest  men,  as  to  their  real  schemes 
and  purposes.  Long  have  the  patriots  of  the  North  been 
reproached  for  their  fellow-feehng  with  tlie  patriots  of  the 
South,  as  being  partisans,  by  men  who,  when  they  are  the 
minority,  can  cry  out  in  derision,  *•  party,  party,  partyi" 
but  who  themselves  never  performed  a  public  act,  or  ad- 
vocated a  public  measure,  where  party  was  not  at  th6 
bottom.  Sir,  in  the  most  perilous  days  of  this  republic, 
when  the  "  rich  nabobs"  of  the  East  withheld  their  money 
from  the  udof  their  bleeding  country;  when  the  Legisla- 
Uire  of  an  Eastern  State  resolved  it  was  unbecoming  a 
moral  and  religious  people  to  r^oice  in  the  success  of  the 
American  arms;  when  secession  mm  the  Union  was  threat- 
ened, and  openly  advocated,  the  patriotic  party  in  the 
States  of  New  England  had  the  physical  strength  sufficient 
to  master  tlte  ^cttoua  opposition,  and  a  knowledge  of  this 
fact  prevented  a  resort  to  the  open  force  which  wa^^threat- 
ened.  I'he  Umon  was  then  preserved,  and  '*  it  must  be 
preserved." 

Is  it  not  evident  that,  in  .five  of  the  Southern  States, 
embracing  a  white  population  not  exceeded  by  any  other 
population  on  earth  for  magn^iumity  and  patriotism — for 
chivalrous  attachment  to  principle,  and  for  a  readiness  to 
sacrifice  interest  on  the  altar  of  pubUc  good — ^is  it  not 
evident  that  these  five  States  are  nearly  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  hi^  tariff  of  duties  on  articlea,  non^  of 
which  they  manufacture,  but  all  of  which  they  tonsume, 
operates  to  their  injury,  without  returning  them  a  corre- 
sponding benefit?  Whether  the  fact  shall  be  so  or  not,  is 
there  not  evidence  of  a  deep  and  settled  conviction ,  on  the 
part  of  that  people,  that  they  must  be  ruined  if  the  high 


many  ancles  of  luxury  whicb  the  country  cannot  produce, 
and  continue  them  on  the  principal  articles  of  necesaUy, 
which,  not  they,  but  other  sections  of  the  country,  can 
produce?  Can  it  be  denied  that  the  contest  now  assumes 
this  appearance— -that  if  one  interest  is  to  be  benefited, 
this  is  to  be  done  at  the  expense  of  other  interests,  and 
that  the  suffering  will  be  most  felt  in  that  section  of  the 
country  where  llwre  is  no  pretence  that  any  interest  is  to 
be  protected?  Sncbi  at  least,  is  the  appcaruiu  of  the 
"  system'*  whichtbe  resolution  proposes.  Cm  we  blame 
the  South  for  resisting  such  a  system?  Nay,  nr,  convinced 
aa  we  must  believe  wem  to  be,  that  this  ^stem  involves 
them  in  utter  ruin,  must  we  not  anticipate  consequences^ 
such  as  may  root  up  the  very  foundation  of  this  Union? 

I  hope,  Mr.  Pteaident,  tluit  a  desire  to  increase  discon- 
tents, to  fiin  the  flame  of  division  between  the  North  and 
tlie  South,  forms  no  part  of  the  poUcy  of  the  present  day. 
1  hope  there  is  no  unison  of  purpose  between  some  of  those 
ptrfiticians  who  urge  the  Invest  duties  as  neceaaary  to  the 
vital  interests  of  the  country,  and  some  of  those  who  urge 
to  a  forcible  renstance  of  high  duties,  because  they  are 
oppressive.  If  there  be  any  such,  from  them  can  we  ex- 
pect no  compromise,  no  conciliation,  no  meeting  on  ground 
which  shall  satisfy  all  sections  of  the  countiy.  1  trust 
there  is  a  majority  in  the  present  Congress  re«ly  and 
wilhng  to  emorace  the  glorious  opportunity  which  the 
present  ciisis  presents,  so  to  reduce  the  taxes  on  imports 
—at  least  to  make  prejiaration  for  such  reduction — as  will 
satisfy  every  part  M  the  country,  restoring  that  harmony 
which  characterized  the  very  best  daya  of  the  republic. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  has  read  to  us  extracts  from 
Washington,  and  the  fathers  of  the  constitution,  to  prove 
it  was  their  opinion  a  protecting  'XimfS  is  constitutional.  1 
would  that  all  the  statesmen  of  the  present  day  would  go  no 
further  than  did  Washington  and  lus  compatriots,  in  im- 
posing burdens  upon  Uie  people.  We  are  told  that  the 
protectit^  system  tduauld  he  adopted  by  us,  because  Great 
Britain  aM  "enUghtened"  nations  have  adopted  it;  and 
yet  we  are  told  in  the  same  argument,  that  it  was  this  sys- 
tem of  Britisti  protection  which  first  caused  the  resistance 
of  these  States  to  British  authority.  How  is  it  with  Grc-fii: 
Britain  now?  She  does  not  tax  her  c<doniea  one-fourtii 
the  amount  that  we  are  tanng  ourselves,  while  at  honit. 
theumple  annual  interest  on  Iwr  public  debt  is  eiglit  tiuu- 
the  amount  of  ^e  present  prindpal  of  ours. 

I  thank  the  Senator  f^xnn  Maine  for  quoting  Xhoirns 
Jeffeison;  and  I  will  here  present  as  the  system  1  «  ciil  i 
choose,  that  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  "report  on  the  privilc 
ges  and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the  U  lUted  Statfw" 
made  in  1793,  wludi  that  Senator  did  uot  see  fit  to  prcseht. 
It  follows: 

"Jnstead  of  embwrasang  commerce  undw  piles  of 
regulating  laws,  duties,  and  proliibitionat  coula  it  be 
relieved  ttvm  all  its  diackles,  inall'parUof  the  world; 
could  every  country  be  employed  in  producing  that 
which  nature  has  best  fitted  it  to  produce,  and  each  be 
free  to  exchange  with  others  mutual  surplusses  for  mutual 
wants,  the  ^atest  mass  possible  would  then  be  produced 
of  those  tlnngB  which  contribute  to  human  life  and  hu- 
man  happiness;  the  numbers  of  mankind  would  be  in- 
creased, and  thrir  cim^tion  bettered. 

"Would  even  a  ung^e  nation  begin  with  the  United 
States  this  system  of  free  commerce,  it  would  be  advisable 
to  begin  it  with  that  nation;  nnce  it  is  one,  by  one  only, 
tliat  it  can  be  extended  to  all.  Where  the  circumstances 
of  either  party  render  it  expedient  to  lay  -a  revenue, 
by  way  of  impost  on  commerce,  its  freedom  mi^t  be 
modified  in  that  particular,  by  mutual  and  equivalent 
measures,  preserving  it  entire  in  all  others. 

"  Some  nations,  not  yet  ripe  for  free  coiiiBierce  in  atll 
its  extent,  might  stilt  be  willing  to  modify  its  restrictions 


duties  are  continued?  Will  they  take  it  as  a  matter  of  and  regulations  fer  iii^  in  proportion  to  the  advantagv* 
ftvor  and  "  conciliation,"  if  you  now  repeal  the  taxes  on  which  an  interoourte  witli  us  mig^t  offer.  Pkrticularly 
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tbcy  may  concur  wiUi.iu  in  reciprocating  the  duties  to  be 
kried  on  each  nde,  or  in  compensating' any  excen  of  duty 
by  equinlent  advutta^  of  anotfier  nature.  Our  com- 
merce it  eertiunljr  of  a  character  to  entitle  it  to  fsror  in 
moat  cotuitiiei.  The  cmnmodities  we  offer  are  «ther  ne- 
ceauiea  of  life,  or  materials  for  manufacture,  or  con- 
Tcment  Mbiecta  of  revenue,  and  we  take  in  exchange 
dther  manumctarei,  when  the^  receive  the  last  finish  of 
art  and  industry,  or  more  loxunes.  Such  customers  may 
reasonabl/  expect  welcome  and  friendly  treatment  at  every 
market.  Customers,  too,  whose  demands,  increasing  with 
their  wealth  and  population,  must  very  shortly  j^ve  full 
empl^qrmeDt  to  the  whole  industry  of  any  nation  what- 
erer,  in  any  line  of  supply  they  may  get  into  the  habit  of 
calling  for  from  it." 

Is  the  Senator  from  limine  wilGng  to  pursue  such  a  pro- 
tective system  as  is  here  proposed,  not  only  the  people 
of  his  State  and  nune,  but  the  people  of  the  South,  will 
accord  with  him  in  sentiment:  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves in  his  Stat^  who,  he  says,  have  been  forced  into 
the  business  much  against  their  wishes,  must  also  accord 
with  him,  nnce,  acoordinj^  to  his  reaaoning,  the  constant 
tendeo^  of  lugfa  duties  las  been  to  lower  prices!  IftUs 
be  protectioo,  well  may  they  esehim-^e  will  have  none 
of  it!  I  ask  the  Senator,  what  are  the  sentiments  of  his 
State  oo  this  subject,  andwhetherl  am  correct  if  1  should 
•ay  that  six  of  the  seven  Representatives  in  the  other 
branch,  fresh  from  the  people,  are  at  odds  witii  the  whole 
ehbonte  a^nment  on  the  "protectingnrstem^'  I  shall 
leave  to  other  and  abler  hands  the  speech  of  that  gentie- 
nan;  and  content  myself  wiib  expresdng  the  hope  that 
when,  in  tbe  great  jubilee  of  1833,  be  shall  make  his  tri- 
umphal entry  in  this  capital  of  the  republic  as  the  head 
of  a  department,  the  chagrin  of  those  be  may  displace 
will  not  prwnpt  them  in  this  body  to  institute  an  inquiry 
what  practices  diveputable  to  the  national  charac- 
tai"  he  arrived  there. 

Sir,  on  Monday  the  veteran  Senates  from  Ihryland, 
wbostf  e^e  »  not  yet  dim,  nor  his  vigor  unabated,  made 
such  a  moving  appeal  as  might  have  induced  all  on  this  oc- 
caaon  to  cast  sectional  jeidou^  and  sectional  hostility  be* 
Leath  our  feet— to  measure  out  to  others  who  believe  they 
are  unjustly  suffering,  that  equal  justice  which  we  would 
cl<im  for  ourselves  on  an  exchange  of  circumstances.  If 
A  ^  will  not  regard  the  man  whose  head  is  silvered  with 
the  frosts  of  many  winters,  who  more  than  half  a  century 
U.JC  fought  our  battles  and  helped  to  gain  the  Kber^  we 
siiw  enjoyi  if  we  will  no<make  some  sacrifices  to  avert 
ibc  calamity  of  disunion  which  he  deprecates;  if  we  will 
Ml  hearken  to  his  warning  voice,  who  stands  in  this  body 
S3  alteacon  light,  directing  where  he  tlie  dangerous  roclu 
on  which  our  bark  nuy  be  stranded;  neither  might  we  be 
Btoved  should  one  of  his  companions  break  the  cerements 
of  the  grave,  come  forth  and  appear  among  us. 
l(r.  U.  having  concluded, 

Mr.  aOLMBs  rose,  and  aud.  I  regret,  ur,  that  the  Se- 
nator should  have  interlined,  in  his  written  speech  of  to- 
day, any  thing  that  1  produced  yesterday  in  debate,  with- 
out first  Kscertaining  whether  it  waa  correct.  If  the  letter 
front  ™7  friend,  which  I  read  to  the  Senate,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tbe  moral  and  rehgioua  deportment  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  Great  Falls,  New  Hampshire,  imported  in 
the  least  that  religion  there  was  made  a  **  machineiy"  for 
temporal  purposes,  or  individual  profit,  I  never  coukl  for- 
give myself  in  expoang  this  disclosure  of  my  friend  to  Uie 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  In  New  England,  every 
where,  a  pervemon  of  the  precepts  of  our  holy  religion 
to  objccti  of  profit  would  be  pointedly  condemned  by 
the  moral  sense  of  the  community.  And  could  I  have 
supposed  that  tite  letter  which  1  produced  disclosed  such 
a  practice  or  purpose,  for  the  sake  of  tlie  writer,  and  the 
eonuniuii^  wnere  heroside^  1  could  never  have  expoaefl 
it.    [  will  read  the  part  which  relates  to  this  subject. 


**  In  this  village  we  can  say,  without  exafj^eration,  that 
less  crime  or  misbehavior  of  any  kind  can  scarcely,  if 
ever,  be  met  with  in  anj^  community,  however  pure. 
Much  and  increaung  attenticm  is  bestowed  by  our  minis- 
ters of  each  persuanon  upon  tbe  moral  and  rel^ous 
instruction  of  those  composmg  our  village]  and  the  num* 
ber  who  constantly  attend  the  different  churches  and 
places  of  worship,  is  very  great  in  proportion  to  the 
population.  The  company  give  such  encouragement  to 
the  subject  as  they  with  propriety  can,  and  do  not  for  a 
moment  countenance  any  improper  or  irreligious  conduct. 
Persons  of  this  latter  description  always  meet  with  a 
prompt  and  invariable  i^BchargefrnnUie  premises." 
[Ur.  HILI^'Read  the  whole.] 

This  is  all,  mr,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  which  his  remarks  ap- 
plied, but  here  is  the  letter*  and  the  Seiiator  may  have  it 
until  to-morrow  morning  to  examine,  if  be  chooses.  And, 
sir,  is  the  encouragement  to  religious  worship,  and  tbe 
discharge  from  employment  for  immoral  and  irreligious 
conduct,  ••machinery" — persecution?  Is  there  a  man  in 
New  England,  who  regards  bis  character  at  all  for  reli- 
gion or  monJs,  who  would  dare  to  condemn  such  an  ex- 
ample? Is  there,  indeed,  any  one  who  would  continue  to 
witiihold  his  approbation?  Sir,  I  trust  and  hope  that  it 
will  be  long,  very  long,  before  "immoral  and  irreligious 
conduct"  will  cease  in  New  England  to  be  a  disqualifica- 
tion-for  employment  or  office. 

The  Senator,  sir,  in  his  dosing  remarks,  in  the  speech 
which  he  read,  very  grahutously  alludes  to  a  resolution  of 
mine,  on  a  late  nomination,  the  fate  of  wbidi  must  have 
excited  his  sympathy,  and  seems  to  think  that  should  I  be 
hereafter  translated  to  some  future  cabinet,  I  should  not 
be  disposed  tu  inquire  by  what  "  disgraceful  practices"  I 
obtained  my  place.  Sir,  I  assure  the  Senator  that  1  have 
not  the  remotest  expectation  of  such  a  promotioni  and 
should  I  ever  be  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed  to  the  place 
which  he  once  held,  and  be  presented  to  this  Senate  for 
their  advice  and  consent,  I  hope  and  trust  I  should  not  he 
rejected  forthe  *'  practices**  imputed  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire.  The  Senator,  sir,  quite  as  grattutoualy 
travelled  out  of  his  way  to  charge  me  with  incouKstency. 
It  is  true,  «r,  that  I  have  hitherto  objected  to  tbe  progress 
ofthe  protection  of  domestic  manufactures.  But  1  nave  yet 
to  learn  that  objection  on  the  ground  of  prematurity  was  an 
objection  to  the  principle.  What  would  have  been  prema- 
ture, and  consequently  inexpedient,,  in  1816,  may  be  very 
proper  and  expedient  now.  Suppose  that  a  poson  diould 
be  nominated  to  this  Senate  for  an  office,  having  no  other 
than  par^  pretensions,  and,  upon  inquiry,  I  should  doubt 
Whether  he  had  yet  done  enough  for  "the  party"  nhose 
cause  he  had  recently  espoused,  or  whether'  he  had  not, 
in  his  indiscreet  zeal,  injured  it,  I  might  very  properly 
reject  him  upon  the  prematurity  of  his  claims,  without 
deciding  upon  his  ultimate  merits. 

Ifind,  sir,  tiiat,  by  obtaining  this  letter  from  Great  Falls, 
in  New  Hampshire,  I  have  invaded  the  Senator's  province, 
and  oTerreaohed  upon  his  jurisdiction.  I  regret,  exceed- 
ingly, that  the  Senator's  jealousy  sdiould  exclude  me  from 
obtaining  information  from  his  constituenta.  I  assure  him 
I  ditl  not  intend  an  invasion  of  his  dominions.  I  thought  it 
only  an  act  of  civiUty  reciprocated  for  his  kind  interfer- 
ences, not  only  to  seek  infoiinatton  from  my  constituents, 
but  to  give  them  wholesome  counsel,  espetually  on  the  eve 
of  an  wectton. 

As  to  consistency,  sir,  man  is  a  changeable  being — he 
is  in  perpetual  mutation;  so  much  so,  that  philosophers 
have  doubted  whether  there  are  or  not  more  siamina  viiatt 
some  principles  of  existence  which  remain  unchanged 
througnall  the  various  revolutions  to  which  he  is  subject; 
and  equally  cliangcable  is  his  mind.  This  mutable  pro- 
pensity is  discoverable  in  all  New  England,  and  is  very 
C0mmon,IbelieTe,intheSenator'sownState}tndeed,itmay 
be  found  in  the  Senator  himself.    1  Ju^ve  biid,,among  my 
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remarks,  although  I  can  readily  excuse  his  feelings  on  this 
RUbject,  surely  were  not  provoked  by  ai^  part  <^  the 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  In  this  in- 
stance, too,  had  it  not  been  better  he  should  have  recol- 
lected that  the  parties  stood  on  unequal  ground?  Even 
had  it  been  the  disposition  of  each  party  to  see  which 
could  do  the  other  the  most  harm — had  it  been  a  war  of 
estermination — ^how  cruel  is  it  for  the  strongest  par^  to 
glory  ill  his  advantage?  I  must  believe  thaC  for  the  mo- 
ment, the  Senator  m>m  New  Jersey  Itad  fon;otten  tliat  he 
possessed thisadvantage,  when,  speaking oithe  intentiona 
of  himself  and  his  frientb,  he  uttered  the  very  significant 
words,  "  yea,  we  will  die  in  the  last  ditch." 

I  speak  not  without  book,  Hr.  President,  when  I  say 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  my  State  would  not 
<*  sully  the  mighty  meed  of  their  large  honor  for  so  much 
tAsh  as  may  be  grasped  thus;"  that  they  would  not  take 
to  the  amount  of  a  cent,  mu^  less  to  the  amount  of  mil- 
lions, if  they  could  grasp  it,  to  enrich  them  selves  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  brethren  of  the  Sooth.  Did  the  people  of 
the  North  pour  out  their  blood  like  water  to  obtain  the 
nghts  and  privileges  which  we  enjoy;  and  can  they,  in 
cool  blood,  deprive  their  brethren  of  the  same  rights  and 
privileges,  for  the  paltry  guns  which  such  an  assumption 
■would  give?  No,  ur,  there  is  still  left  a  phalanx  of  free- 
men at  the  North,  who  will  not  wittingly  and  willingly  goad 
their  brethren  to  renstance  for  the  sake  of  filthy  lucre. 

Sir,  there  is  a  good  number  at  the  North,  who,  for  their 
attachment  to  the  principles  which  have  animated  some  of 
tiie  best  men  of  the  country,  have  for  more  than  tliirty  years 
been  accused  of  being,  first,  under  <' Virginia  influence" — 
more  recently,  under  "  Southern  influence,"  and  who  have 
beencalledthe  "whiteslavesof  theSouth."  These  men 
have  often,  in  New  England,  been  in  the  minority,  and  they 
have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  thank  their  South- 
em  brethren  thatdieir  vtHce  has  brought  back  the  Govern- 
ment,to  the  purity  of  first  principles.  Never  will  those 
men  of  the  North  who  continue  to  stand  on  the  ground  of 
principle,  be  forgiven  by  their  adversaries.  Thoseadver- 
saries  have  assumed  all  the  colors  of  the  chameleon,  that 
they  might  deceive  honest  men,  as  to  their  real  schemes 
•nd  purposes.  Long  have  the  patriots  of  the  North  been 
reproached  for  their  fellow-feeling  with  tiie  patriots  of  the 
South,  as  being  partisans,  by  men  who,  when  they  are  the 
minority,  can  ciy  oat  in  derision,  "party,  party,  party;" 
but  who  themselves  never  perfbraied  a  public  act,  or  ad- 
vocated a  public  measure,  where  party  was  not  >t  tht 
bottom.  Sir,  in  the  most  perilous  days  of  this  republic, 
when  the  "rich  nabobs"  of  the  East  withheld  their  money 
from  the  aid  of  their  bleeding  country;  when  the  Legisla. 
ture  of  an  Eastern  State  resolved  it  was  unbecoming  a 
moral  and  religious  people  to  rejoice  in  the  success  of  the 
American  arms;  when  secession  from  the  Union  was  threat- 
ened, and  openly  advocated,  the  patriotic  party  in  the 
States  of  New  Enf^land  had  the  physical  strength  suffident 
to  master  tlie  factious  oppomtion,  and  a  knowledge  of  this 
fkct  prevented  a  resort  to  the  open  force  which  wa^ihreat- 
ened.  The  Union  was  then  preserved,  and  "it  must  be 
preserved." 

Is  it  not  evident  lliat,  in  .five  of  the  Southern  States, 
embracing  a  white  population  not  exceeded  by  any  other 
population  on  earth  for  magnanimity  and  patriotism— for 
chivilrous  attachment  to  principle,  and  for  a  readiness  to 
sicrifice  interest  on  the  altar  of  public  good-HS  it  not 
evident  that  these  five  States  are  nearly  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  hi^  tariff  of  duties  on  articles,  nonp  of 
which  they  manufacture,  but  all  of  which  they  tonsume, 
operates  to  their  injury,  without  returning  them  a  corre- 
sponding benefit?  Whetherthe  fact  shall  be  so  or  not,  is 
there  not  evidence  of  a  deep  and  settled  conviction ,  on  the 


part  of  that  people,  that  they  must  be  ruined  if  the  high 
duties  are  continued?   Will  they  take  it  as  a  matter  of 


ftror  and  *■  conciliation,"  if  you  now  repeal  the  taxei  on 


many  ancles  of  luxury  which  the  country  cannot  produce, 
and  continue  them  on  the  prindpal  articles  neeeisity, 
which,  not  they,  but  other  sections  .of  the  country,  can 
produce?  Can  it  be  denied  that  the  contest  now  assumes 
this  appearance— that  if  one  interest  is  to  be  benefited, 
this  is  to  be  done  at  the  expense  of  other  interests,  and 
that  the  suffering  will  be  most  felt  in  that  section  of  the 
country  where  tlure  is  no  pretence  tliat  any  interest  is  to 
be  protected?  Such,  at  least,  is  the  appearance  of  the 
"  system"  which  the  resolution  proposes.  Can  we  blame 
the  South  for  resistiiw  such  a  systemi  Nay,  ^*  convioecd 
as  we  muBt  bellere  uem  to  be,  that  this  qrstem  involves 
them  in  utter  rutn,  must  we  not  anticipate  consequences, 
such  as  may  root  up  the  very  foundation  of  this  Union? 

1  hope,  Mr.  President,  titat  a  desire  to  increase  discon- 
tents, to  &n  the  flame  of  diviuon  between  the  Nortit  and 
tlie  South,  forms  no  part  of  the  poUcyof  the  present  day. 
I  hope  thoe  is  no  unison  of  purpoae  between  some  of  those 
politicians  who  urge  the  highest  duties  as  neeessarv  to  the 
vital  interesU  of  the  country,  and  some  of  thoee  who  urge 
to  a  forcible  resistance  of  high  duties,  because  they  are 
oppresnve.  If  there  be  any  such,  from  them  can  we  ex- 
pect no  compromise,  no  conciliation,  no  meeting  on  groimd 
which  shall  satisfy  all  sections  of  the  country.  1  trust 
there  is  a  majority  in  the  present  Congress  ready  and 
wilUngto  embrace  the  ^orious  opportunity  wbicli  the 
present  crtus  presents,  so  to  reduce  the  taxes  on  imp<ats 
—at  least  to  nuike  prqnration  for  such  reduction — as  will 
satufy  every  part  of  the  country,  restoring  that  harmony 
which  chanuAerized  the  very  best  days  of  the  republic. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  baa  read  to  us  exlrscts  from 
Washington,  and  the  fathers  of  the  constitution,  to  prove 
it  was  their  opinion  a  protecting  tariff  is  constitutional.  1 
would  that  all  the  sUtesmen  of  the  present  day  would  go  no 
further  than  did  Wa^i^n  and  lus  compatriots,  in  im- 
posing burdens  upon  the  people.  We  are  told  that  the 
protecting  system  would  be  adopted  by  us,  becuwe  Great 
Britain  ami  "  enlightened"  nations  have  adopted  it;  and 
yet  we  are  told  in  the  same  amiment,  that  it  was  this  as- 
tern of  Britisli  protection  which  first  caused  tlie  resistance 
of  these  States  to  British  authority.  How  is  it  with  GxKtfi. 
Britain  now  ?  She  does  not  tax  her  colonies  onc-founi\ 
the  amount  tliat  we  arc  taxing  ourselves,  while  at  honit 
themmple  annual  interest  oaher  public  debt  is  eight  tiiiK- 
the  amount  of  the  preaent  principal  of  ours. 

I  thank  tlie  Senator  from  Maine  for  quoting  Thotrai 
Jef&ison;  and  I  will  here  present  as  the  system  I  wcuM 
choose,  that  part  of  Mr.  Jefierson'i  "  report  on  the  privik 
ges  and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  StatOp," 
made  in  1793,  vluch  that  Senator  i&A  not  see  fit  to  present. 
It  follows: 

"Jnstead  of  embarrasnng  commerce  under  piles  of 
regulating  laws,  duties,  ana  prohibitions;  could  it  be 
refieved  from  all  its  shackles,  in  air  parts  of  the  world; 
could  every  country  be  employed  in  produdog  (hat 
wlueh  nature  has  beat  fitted  it  to  produce,  and  each  be 
free  to  exchange  with  others  mutual  surplusses  for  mutual 
wanU,  Ude  greatest  nttss  possible  would  tiien  be  produced 
of  those  tilings  which  contribute  to  human  life  and  hu- 
man happiness;  the  numbers  of  mankind  would  be  in- 
creased, and  their  condition  bettered. 

"Would  even  a  ringle  nation  begin  with  the  United 
States  this  qvtem  of  free  commerce,  it  would  be  -advisable 
to  begin  it  with  that  nation ;  rince  it  is  one,  by  one  only* 
tliat  it  can  be  extended  to  all.  Where  the  circumitances 
<rf  either  party  render  it  expedient  to  lay  »  revenue, 
by  way  of  impost  on  commerce,  its  freeiiom  mi^t  be 
modified  in  that  particular,  by  mutual  and  cquindent 
measures,  preserving  it  entire  in  all  others. 

"  Some  nations,  not  yet  ripe  for  free  commerce  in  all 
its  extent,  miglit  still  be  willing  to  modify  its  restrictiona 


of  and  regulations  fin  ns,  in  ptoportkRi  to  the  advanta|^ 


Wtuch  an  intercoune  with  tw  mighL^ffer'  Fwticulwy 
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Aey  may  concur  with,ii3  in  reciproatting*  the  duties  to  be 
levied  on  each  nde,  or  in  compensBtin^  anyezcev  of  duty 
by  equiralent  kdrantage  of  aaother  nature.  Our  cotn- 
tnerce  is  certunly  of  &  character  to  entitle  it  to  favor  in 
most  countiies.  The  ctHomo^ties  we  offer  are  either  ne- 
ceaaries  of  life,  or  in»**»n«l»  for  manufiwture,  or  cod* 
Tement  sdbjects  of  rerenue,  and  we  take  in  exchange 
either  manuneturea,  when  thejr  recetre  the  last  finMi  of 
art  and  industry,  or  more  luxuries.  Such  customers  may 
reasonably  expect  welcome  and  friendly  treatment  at  every 
market.  Customers^  too,  whose  demands,  increasing  with 
their  wealth  and  population,  must  very  dKnrtly  give  fiiU 
employment  to  the  whole  industry  of  any  nattm  what 
ever,  in  any  line  of  supply  they  may  get  into  the  habit 
catUng  Sat  from  it." 

b  the  Seoator  from  Maine  vUling  to  pursue  such  a  pro- 
tectire  system  as  is  here  propose<!^  not  only  the  people 
of  his  State  and  mine,  but  the  people  of  the  South,  will 
accord  with  him  in  sentiment:  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves in  his  Sute,  who,  he  says,  have  been  forced  into 
the  business  much  against  their  wishes,  must  also  accord 
with  him,  unce,  acowding'  to  his  reasoning,  the  constant 
tendency  of  high  duties  has  been  to  lower  prices!  If  this 
be  protection,  well  may  they  exclaim— we  will  have  none 
of  it!  I  uk  the  Senator,  what  are  the  sentiments  of  his 
State  on  tlus  snbject,  and  whether  I  am  correct  if  1  should 
say  that  nx  of  tlie  seven  Representatives  in  the  other 
branch,  fresh  from  the  people,  are  at  odds  with  the  whole 
elabanle  argument  on  the  ■*  protecting  system?"  I  shall 
leave  to  other  and  abler  hands  the  speech  of  that  gentle- 
man; and  content  myself  wiih  expresring  the  h^e  that 
when,  m  the  great  jubilee  of  1833,  he  shall  make  his  tri- 
umphal entry  in  this  capital  of  the  republic  as  the  bead 
of  a  department,  the  chagrin  of  those  be  may  dispUce 
will  not  prcwnpt  them  in  this  body  to  institute  an  inqiUiy 
by  what  "  practices  disreputable  to  the  national  charac- 
ter" ho  arrived  there. 

Sir,  on  Monday  the  veteran  Senator  from  Maryland, 
wlioseejre  is  not  yet  dim,  nor  bis  vigor  unabated,  made 
such  a  monng  appeal  as  might  hare  induced  all  on  this  oc- 
ca^on  to  cast  sectional  jeidousy  and  sectional  bostili^  be- 
neath our  feet — ^to  measure  out  to  others  who  believe  they 
we  unjustly  suffering,  that  equal  justice  which  we  would 
cltim  for  ourselfcs  on  an  exchange  of  circumstances,  if 
*  .-■  will  not  regard  the  man  whose  head  is  silvered  with 
the  frosU  of  many  winters,  who  more  thui  half  a  century 
suijtt  Antgtit  our  battles  and  helped  to  gun  the  fiberty  we 
now  enjoy;  if  we  will  no<make  some  sacrifices  to  avert 
tbt:  calamity  of  disunion  which  he  deprecates;  If  we  will 
not,  hearken  to  his  warning  voice,  who  stands  in  this  body 
■ta  a  beacon  tight,  directing  where  lie  tlie  dangerous  rocks 
on  which  our  bark  ma;^  be  strandedj  neither  might  we  be 
moved  should  one  of  bis  companions  break  the  cerements 
of  the  grsve,  come  forth  and  appear  among  us. 

Ji^.  U.  having'  concluded, 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose,  and  said,  I  regret,  ur,  tiiat  the  Se- 
nator should  have  interlined,  in  lus  written  speech  of  to- 
day, any  thing  that  1  produced  yesterday  in  debate,  with- 
out first  ucertaimng  whether  it  was  correct.  If  the  letter 
Tron^  my  friend,  which  I  read  to  the  Senate,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  moral  and  religious  deportment  of  the  manu- 
Cictarers  of  Great  Falls,  New  Hampshire,  imported  in 
the  least  that  religion  there  was  made  a  *'  machinery"  for 
temporal  purposes,  or  individual  profit,  1  never  could  fur- 
gfive  myself  in  exposii^  this  diadosureof  my  friend  to  tlie 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  In  New  England,  every 
where,  a  penrerwon  of  the  precepts  of  our  holy  religion 
to  object)  of  profit  would  be  pointedly  condemned  by 
the  moral  sense  of  the  community.  And  could  I  liave 
supposed  that  tlie  letter  which  i  produced  disclosed  sucli 
a  pracCiceor  purpfwe,  for  the  sake  of  tlie  writer,  and  the 
community  wnere  he  resides,  1  could  never  have  exposed 
tL   I  will  read  the  part  which  rebtes  to  this  subject. 


"  In  this  villa^  we  can  say,  without  exsreeratlon,  that 
less  crime  or  nusbehavior  of  any  kind  can  scarcely,  if 
ever,  be  met  with  in  any  community,  however  pure. 
Much  and  increasing  attention  is  bestowed  by  our  minis- 
ters  of  each  persuasion  upon  the  moral  and  religious 
instruction  of  those  composing  our  villagei  and  the  num* 
ber  who  consuntly  attend  the  different  churches  and 
places  of  worship,  is  very  great  in  proportion  to  the 
population.  The  company  give  such  encouragement  to 
the  subject  as  tliey  with  pi'Opriety  cui,  and  do  not  for  a 
moment  countenance  any  improper  or  irreligious  conduct. 
Persons  of  this  latter  description  always  meet  with  a 
prompt  and  invariable  discham  from  the  premises." 

[Mr.  HILL— Bead  the  whole.] 

This  is  all,  ur,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  which  his  remarks  ap- 
plied,  hut  here  is  the  letter,  and  the  Senator  may  have  it 
until  to-morrow  morning  to  examine,  if  be  chooses.  And, 
sir,  is  the  encouragement  to  religious  worship,  and  the 
discharge  from  employment  for  immoral  and  irreligious 
conduct,  "machinery" — persecution?  Is  there  a  mnn  in 
New  England,  who  regards  his  character  at  all  for  reli- 
gion or  morals,  who  would  dare  to  condemn  such  an  ex- 
ample?  Is  there,  indeed,  amr  one  who  would  continue  to 
witlihold  his  approbation?  Sir,  I  trust  and  hope  that  it 
will  be  long,  very  long,  before  ''immoral  and  irreligious 
conduct"  will  cease  in  New  England  to  be  a  disqualmca- 
tion-for  employment  or  office. 

The  Senator,  sir,  in  his  closing  remarks,  in  the  speech 
which  he  read,  very  gratuitously  alludes  to  a  resolution  of 
mine,  on  a  late  nomination,  the  fiite  of  whieh  must  have 
excited  his  ^mpatby,  and  seems  to  think  that  riuHild  I  ba 
hereafter  translated  to  some  future  cabinet,  1  should  not 
be  disposed  tu  inquire  by  what  "disgraceful  practices"  I 
obtuned  my  place.  Sir,  I  assure  the  Senator  that  I  hare 
not  the  remotest  expectation  of  such  a  promotion;  and 
should  I  ever  be  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed  to  the  place 
which  he  once  held,  and  be  presented  to  this  Senate  for 
their  advice  and  consen^  1  hope  and  trust  I  should  not  be 
rejected  fbrthe  "  practices*'  imputed  to  the  Senatw  fnun 
New  Hampshire.  The  Senator,  sir,  quite  as  gratuitously 
travelled  out  of  his  way  to  charge  me  with  inconsistency. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  I  have  hitherto  objected  tu  the  progress 
of  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures.  But  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  objection  on  the  ground  of  prematurity  was  an 
objection  to  the  principle.  What  would  have  been  prema- 
ture, and  consequently  inezpedient,  io  1816,  may  be  very 
proper  and  expedient  now.  Suppose  that  a  person  should 
be  nominated  to  tins  Senate  for  an  office,  having  no  other 
than  party  pretensions,  and,  upon  inquiry,  I  should  doubt 
Whether  he  had  yet  done  enough  for  "  Uie  party"  whose 
cause  he  had  recently  espoused,  or  whether  he  had  not, 
in  his  indiscreet  zeal,  injured  it,  I  might  very  properly 
reject  him  upon  the  prematurity  of  his  claims,  without 
deciding  upon  his  ultimate  merits. 

1  find,  sir,  tliat,  by  obtaining  this  letter  from  Great  Falls, 
in  New  Hampshire,  I  have  invaded  the  Senator's  province, 
and  overreached  upon  his  jurisiliciion.  I  regret,  exceed- 
ingly, that  the  Senator's  jealousy  idiould  exclude  me  from 
obtaining  informution  from  his  constituents.  I  assure  him 
I  ditl  not  intend  an  ini^ion  of  his  dominions.  I  thought  it 
only  an  act  of  civility  reciprocated  for  his  kind  interfer- 
ences, not  only  to  seek  information  from  my  constituents, 
but  to  give  them  wholesome  counsel,  espeoally  on  the  eve 
of  an  election. 

As  to  consistency,  sir,  man  is  a  changeable  beings— he 
is  in  perpetual  mutation;  so  much  so,  that  philosophers 
have  doubted  whether  there  are  or  not  moreatandna  vitaot 
some  principles  of  eiistence  which  remain  unchanged 
through  all  the  various  revolutions  to  which  he  is  subject; 
ami  equally  cliangeable  is  his  mind.  This  mutable  pro- 
pensity is  discovciable  in  all  New  England,  and  is  very 
common,  I  believe,  in  the  Senator'sown  State;  indeed,  it  may 
be  found  in  the  Senator  himself.    I  liiO'e  had,.unong  my 
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Eapers,  something  that  mdicates  this  nmtability.  Tes, 
ere  it  ».  I  have  it  now — a  few  ntnictB  from  the  New 
Hampahire  Patriot,  edited  then,  and  probably  now,  by  that 
same  Senator. 

"  When  the  illustrious  Monroe  shall  retire,  we  believe  no 
individual  will  stand  more  conspicuous  for  the  Preadency 
than  Mr.  Adams.  The  only  objection  urged  against  him, 
80  far  from  being  an  objection,  is.a  strong  reason  why  the 
people  should  delight  to  honor  him.  It  is  tliat  he  has  not 
the  manners  of  a  courtier,  that  his  address  is  plain,  that  he 
does  not  make  all  the  parade  which  is  peculiar  to  the  rreat 
ones  of  the  earth."  Good! 

"  Who  will  be  the  republican  candidate,  is  not  so  cer- 
tain. It  will  undoubtedly  be,  as  in  all  former  cases,  some 
man  who  *"  noble  ends  by  noble  means  pursues;'  some 

I>erson  who  is  the  antipode  of  Clinton.  If  we  were  to 
ook  for  such  a  character,  we  feel  a  perfect  confidence  in 
saying  that  no  man  unites  more  of  the  qualities  of  the 
honest,  upright,  and  able  statesman,  Uum  John  Q.  Adams." 
Very  well! 

"  If  the  choice  of  President  was  to  depend  on  the  re- 
publican voters  of  New  Hampshire,  we  do  not  doubt  that, 
with  the  present  impressions,  Mr.  Adams  would  be  the 
man.  They  love  and  honor  him,  not  only  because  he  is  a 
son  of  New  England,  but  because  he  possesses  tilents  of 
the  first  order,  and  because  those  talents,  in  times  of  peril, 
were  deroted  to  the  cause  of  his  country."  Better  still ! 

Of  another  gentleman,  whose  name,  from  delicacy,  I 
willsuppress,  this  writer  says:  "  Although  emphatically  a 
republican,  in  the  party  sense  of  the  term,  no  man  who 
has  presided  in  the  Hall  of  Congress,  ever  commanded 
the  same  respect  of  all  parties,  as  did  this  gentleman— no 
man  ever  discharged  the  duties  of  Speaker  with  equal 
ability,  and  egual  impartiality.  Younger  than  Mr.  Adams 
or  Mr.  Crawford,  he  is,  perhaps,  not  inferior  to  either  in 
either  respect.  As  a  popular  orator,  there  is  probably  not 
his  equal  in  the  countryt  and  for  ardor  of  attachment  to 
republican  principles,  be  is  behind  none  of  his  country- 
men." Excellent! 

Since  these  adulations  and  eulogies,  the  Senalor  himself 
must  have  undergone  considerable  mutation,  or,  from  pru- 
dential motives,  he  stifles  the  opinions  which  he  entertains. 

"  We  love  our  civij  rights  and  privileges  too  well  to 
place  Jackson  in  the  presidential  ch»r.  We  do  not  like 
to  be  hanged  witiiout  rhyme  or  reason.  Let  Jackson 
command  our  armies,  hut  let  some  other  man  rule  the 
nation." 

Mr.  HILL,  in  reply,  said,  he  had  no  Intention  to  sneer 
at  morality  or  religion!  he  respected  all  moral  and  religious 
institutions  when  confined  to  their  appropriate  spheres. 
These  had  been  abused  for  sinister  purposes;  and  if  the 
tenor  of  the  letter  could  not  be  understood  here,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  well  understood  near  the  place  where 
it  was  written.  Having  been  ftirniahed  with  the  letter,  he 
read  from  it; 

"The  company  give  such  encouragement  to  thissubject 
[moral  tfnd  religious  instmction]  as  they  with  propriety 
°'  "foment  countenance  any  improper 
or  irreligious  conduct;  persons  of  ihis  latter  description 
always  meet  with  a  prompt  and  invariable  discharge  fi  om 
the  premises.  •  •  •  a  large  majority  of  our  girls  have 
seriously  attached  themselves  to  one  or  otlierof  the  reli- 
gions denominations,  (of  which  we  have  four  or  five,)  and 
will  not,  consistently  with  their  feelings,  work  or  associate 
in  any  manner  with  those  of  even  doubtful  character. 
This  at  once  brings  the  matter  to  our  ears,  and  we  rarely 
hesitate."  [That  is,  the  females  who  unite  themselves  in 
membership  to  some  church,  (and  in  some  establishments 
there  is  one,  and  only  one  church,)  act  as  informers  against 
those  who  do  not  choose  to  join;  these  last  are  of  "  doubt- 
ftil  character;"  and  when  such  are  once  informed  against, 
they  are  dismissed  without  hesitation,  and  turned  on  the 
com  charity  of  the  world.    Such  <'irreligion"  aa  this  is 


attended  by  a  "prompt  and  invariable  discharge."  In- 
stances have  been  known  of  ^schuvci  nmply  where 
males  and  females,  attending  constantly  public  worship, 
chose  not  to  attend  at  the  puce  and  deoomiiiKtion  pre- 
ferred by  a  &ctory  agent;  this  msy  be  denonunated  **  per- 
secution for  opinion's  sake."] 

*'  Excepting  at  the  bar  oi  the  hotel,  the  company  do 
not  permit- any  li(]uor  to  be  sold  upon  their  premtses;  and 
there  is  not  within  the  corporation  any  spintuoos  liqaon 
retailed,  except  at  the  hotel." 

Mr.  HILL  said  he  had  not  nustaken  the  spirit  of  the 
letter,  although  he  had  only  heard  it  read  hastily.  Taken 
in  connexion  witli  other  cases  of  coeroon  wittun  bis  know- 
ledge, in  other  establishments,  his  fint  impresnons  of  this 
letter  were  unchanged. 

As  to  the  quotation  from  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot, 
published  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  having  relation  to 
certun  men  who  have  been  eonqiicHousbelbre  the  people, 
Hr.  H.  fud,  the  answer  he  would  make  was — **Men 
sometimes  change;  but  principles  never  change.*'  In 
reference  to  the  publications  quoted  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine  from  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  explain  furtiier,  that,  up  to  that  time,  from  the  em- 
bargo, and  through  the  war,  both  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Clay  had  acted  with,  and  been  supported  by,  the  patriot 
party  of  the  country,  and  been  constantly  opposed  by  the 
men  of  the  Hartford  Conventioni  under  this  state  of 
things,  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot  supported  them.  But 
under  a  change  of  circumstances,  when  these  gentiemen 
threw  themselves  upon  the  federal  party  for  support,  and 
when  Mr.  Clay  himself  had  proscribed  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Patriot,  for  refusing  to  go  over  with  him  to  the 
federal  party,  must  not  the  Patriot  have  diangcd  too,  if  it 
bad  continued  that  support^  Mr.  Clay  is  now  in  fitll 
communion  with  Mr.  Webster,  and  the  whole  federal 
party  of  the  East;  nay,  more,  in  tiie  Senate  frf"  the  United 
States,  be  has  made  a  violent  attack  on  Albert  Gallatin, 
whom  the  late  adminlatratioa  appcunted  minister  to  Elng. 
land,  and  without  whose  aid  Mr.  Clay  could  never  have 
negotiated  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  accused  him  of  being 
a  heartless  foreigner,  who  never  had  one  American  feel- 
ing.   Is  tliis  no  evidence  that  Mr.  Clay  has  changed' 

Mr.  CLAY  then  rose,  and  expressed  a  wish  to  address 
the  Senate  i^ain  on  the  subject  under  debate,  but,  as  the 
hour  was  late,  moved  ui  a^io"'')''''^')*! 

The  Senate  atyoumed. 

TaomDAT,  FisBPABt  3. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  pBiuiroRrT- 
SBK^,  respecting  the  observance  of  Indian  treaties,  being 
taken  up  in  course, 

Mr.  FKELINGHUYSEN  observed  that  he  was  not  ^a- 
posed  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  debate  on  the  tariff, 
assigned  for  to-day,  and  he  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuesday  next;  which  motion  was  adopted. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNB,  the  remaining  bunness  of 
the  morning  was  postponed,  and  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Clat,  on  the  subject  of  the  tarin,  takra  up.' 

Mr.  CLAY  being  entitied  to  the  floor,  was  about  to 
proceed;  when 

Mr.  HAYNB  rose,  and  said,  that  before  the  Senator  com- 
menced his  remarks,  it  was  due  to  him  that  he  [Hr.  H.] 
should  explain  the  course  he  intended  to  pursue.  He 
proposed,  before  the  question  was  taken,  to  call  for  a  di- 
vision of  it,  so  as  to  have  it  first  taken  on  striking  out  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky — thus  calling 
upon  the  Senate  to  decide  on  the  isolated  question,'  whether 
any  reduction  whatever  was  to  be  made  on  the  protected 
articles  diMng  the  jmsentsesrion,  or  whether  the  reduc- 
tion was  to  be  confined  to  the  nnprotectcd  articles,  and 
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riiouM  extend  only  to  »x  or  seven  millions  of  dollars  after 
the  extinction  of  the  public  debt.  If  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  should  prenul,  there  would  of 
course  be  an  end  of  the  whole  queation.  But  if  the  Senate 
riiould  ance  to  strike  out,  his  amendment  woald  then 
come  up  ror  consideration,  and  would  be  open  to  any  mo- 
dification the  Senate  miriit  think  proper  to  adopt.  That 
amendment  had  been  oi^nally  intended  to  embrace  what 
be  understood  would  be  the  proposition  of  the  free  tnde 
convention.  He  had  understood,  however,  unce,  that  it 
Taried  somewhat  from  that  proposition;  and  when  he 
ihould  be  made  acaualnted  with  the  preaise  character  of 
the  views  presentea  in  the  memorial  of  that  eonventiAn, ' 
he  should  probably  modify  his  amendmeot  so  as  to  con- 
form to  them.  It  was  eertidnly  not  bis  intention  to  in- 
crease  the  tazeai  and  he  should  put  his  amendment  in 
such  a  shape  as  to  preclude  the  inference  diat  duties  were 
to  be  imposed  on  articles  now  admitted  duty  free,  unless. 


on  a  full  examination  by  a  committee,  any  of  those  articles  -if  I  were  to  selectany  term  of  seven  years  since  the  adop- 


diould  appear  to  be  fit  subjects  for  taxation.  Hr.  H.went 
CD  to  say,  that  while  he  was  up  he  would  notice  an  error 
into  whu^  he  bad  &Qen  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks  (W 
this  siUtject  on  a  Ibnner  occanon,  and  wbich  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  had  since  broug'bt  to  his  view.  ■  He  had, 
on  tint  occasion,  quoted  from  an  *'  Expo«tion  of  evi- 
dence in  support  of  a  memorial  to  Congress  of  the  Free 
Trade  Convention,  prepared  by  Henry  Lee,  of  Boston.^a 
passage  to  be  found  in  a  note  in  which  certain  extracts 
mNn  NHet's  Reetster  were  referred  to  in  support  of  the 
views  of  the  writer.  The  Expo^tion  having  justjieen  put 
into  his  hands,  and  bis  attention  bemr  cidled  to  this  note, 
be  had  read  to  the  Senate  a  sentence  m  which  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Niles  and  those  of  Mr.  Lee  were  so  connected  to. 
gether,  as  to  have  made  on  his  mind  the  impresmon,  for  the 
moment,  that  the  whole  sentence  had'  proceeded  from 
Mr.  Niles.  The  error,  however,  was  corrected  in  the 
printed  ^eech,  which  asngns  to  Hr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Lee 
the  sentiments  entertunedhy  those  «entlemcn,  respect- 
ively, with  regardto  the  character  of  the  tariff  or  1838. 

[Mr.  CL  AT  said  he  was  glad  the  geatleman  frtsia.  South 
Carolina  had  made  explanation,  which  was  alike  just- 
ly due  to  his  worthy  friend  Mr.  N.,  and  manly^  fhmk,  and 
honorable  on  the  part  of  the  gentieroan  from  Souft  Caro- 
lina himself.] 

Mr.  CLAT  then  proceeded  to  address  the  Senate  in 
Tin^cadonof  his  resolution,  and  of  the  protecting  system, 
as  firilowsi 

In  (me  sentiment,  Mr.  President,  expressed  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  tHATvs,] 
though,  perhaps,  not  in  the  sense  intended  by  b»n>  I  en- 
tirely concur.  I  agree  with  him,  that  the  decision  on  Oie 
system  of  p(£cy  embraced  in  this  debate  mvolves  the  fu- 
ture de^iny  of  this  growing  country.  One  way,  I  verily 
believe,  it  would  lead  to  deep  and  general  distress,  general 
bankniptey,  and  national  rum,  wiUiout  benefit  to  any  part 
of  the  Union.  The  other,  the  existing  pro^ierity  will  be 
preserved  and  augmented,  and  the  nation  will  continue 
rapi^  to  advance  in  wealth,  power,  and  greatness,  with- 
ootprejudice  to  any  section  of  the  confederacy. 

Thus  vie  wing  tiie  question,  1  standhcre  as  the  humble  but 
zealous  advocate,  not  of  the  interests  of  one  State,  or  seven 
Statesonly,  butofthewholellnion.  And  never  before  have 
I  felt  more  intensely  the  overpowering  weight  of  that  share 
o^respoDsibil)^  which  belongs  to  me  m  these  deliberations. 
Never  before  have  I  had  more  occadon  than  I  now  have, 
to  lament  my  want  of  thue  intellectual  povers,  the  posses- 
rion  of  which  might  enable  me  to  unfold  to  this  Senate, 
and  to  illustrate  to  this  people,  great  truths  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  lasting  welfare  of  my  country.  I  should, 
indeed,  tfink,  overwhelmed  and  subdued,  beneath  the  ap- 
palling mae^itude  of  the  task  which  lies  before  me,  if  I 
did  not  feel  myself  sustained  and  fortified  by  a  thorough 
consciousness  of  the  justness  of  the  cause  which  I  have 
Vol..  Vm— 17 


espoused,  and  by  a  persuanon,  1  hope  not  presumptuous, 
that  it  has  the  approbation  of  that  Providence  who  has  so 
of^n  smiled  upon  these  United  States. 

Eight  years  ago^  it  was  my  punful  du^  to  present  to 
the  other  House  of  Congress  an  unexsggerated  picture  of 
the  general  distress  pervading  the  vhole  land.  We  must 
all  yet  remember  some  of  Its  fKghtful  ftatures.  We  all 
know  that  the  people  were  then  oppressed  and  borne  down 
by  an  enormous  load  of  debt;  that  the  value  of  property 
was  at  the  lowest  point  of  depression;  that  ruinous  sales 
and  sacrifices  were  every  where  made  of  real  estate;  that 
stop  la^ws  and  relief  laws  and  paper  money  were  adopted 
to  save  the  people  fh>m  impending  destructtont  that  a  de- 
ficit in  the  public  revenue  existec^  wludi  compelled  Go- 
vernment to  seize  upon,  and  divert  from  its  legitimate 
objept,  the  appropriation  to  the  nnking  ftmd,  to  redeem 
the  nstional  «Iebt;  and  that  our  commerce  and  navigation . 
were  thwatened  with  a  complete  paralysis.    In  ^ort,  «r, 


tion  of  the'  present  constitution,  which  exiubited  a  scene 
of  the  most  wide-spread  dismay  and  desolation,  it  would 
be  exaetW  that  term  of  seven  years  which  hnmc^Bately 
preceded  the  establishment  of  the  tariff  of  1S24. 

1  have  now  to  perform  tiie  more  plearing  task  of  eztu- 
biting  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the  existing  state  of  the  un- 
parafleled  prosperity  of  tlie  countiy.  On  a  general  survey, 
we  behold  cultivation  extended^  the  arts  flourishing,  the 
fiice  of  the  couutry  improved,  our  people  fully  and  profit- 
ably empl(^ed,  and  the  public  countenance  exhibiting 
tranqi^litf,  contentment,  and  happiness.  And,  if  we 
descend  into  particulars,  we  have  Uie  agreeable  contem- 

Elation  of  a  people  out  of  debtt  land  rising  dowly  in  value, 
ut  in  a  secure  and  salutary  degree;  a  ready,  though  not 
extravagant  market  for  all  the  surplus  productions  of  our 
industry;  innumerable  flocks  and  herds  browsing  and 
gambolling  on  ten  thousand  hills  and  plains,  covered  with 
rich  and  verdant  grasses;  our  cities  expanded,  and  whole 
viih^s  springing  up,  as  it  were,  by  enchantmenti  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  increased  and  increasing^  our  tonni^, 
foreign  and  coastwise,  swelling  and  fully  occupied;  the 
rivers  of  our  interior  animated  dv  the  perpetual  thunder 
and  lightning  of  countless  steamboats;  the  currency  sound 
and  abundant;  the  public  debt  of  two  wars  nearly  redeem- 
ed; and,  to  crown  idl,  the  public  treasury  overflowing, 
embarrasiung  Congress,  not  to  find  subjects  of  taxation, 
but  to  select  the  (wjects  which  shall  be  liberated  from  the 
impost.  If  the  term  of  seven  years  were  to  be  selected 
the  greatest  prosperity  which  this  people  have  eiyoyed 
mnce  the  establisnment  of  their  present  constkution,  it 
would  be  exactly  that  period  of  seven  yeen  which  imme- 
diately followed  the  pvsage  of  the  tariff  of  1834. 

This  transformation  of  the  condition  of  the  country  from 
gloom  and  distress  to  brightness  and  prosperi^,  has  been 
mainly  the  work  of  American  leB^tion,  fiistering  Ame- 
rican industry,  instead  of  allowing  it  to  be  controlled  by 
f(n<^gn  legislation,  cherishing  fi>rei{^  industry.  Ttw  fiic* 
of  the  American  system,  in  1834,  with  great  boldness  and 
confidence,  predicted,  1st.  The  ruin  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  the  creation  of  a  necesuty  to  resort  to  direct  taxation. 
The  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hathx,]  I  be- 
fieve,  thought  that  the  tariff  of  1834  woald  operate  a  re- 
duction of  revenue  to  the  luge  amount  of  eight  milhon* 
of  dollan.  3d.  The  destnictaon  of  our  aangation.  3d. 
The  deecdation  of  commercial  dties.  And  4th.  The  aug^ 
mentation  of  the  price  of  objects  of  conaomption,  and  fas- 
ther  dechne  in  that  of  the  articles  of  our  exports.  Evenr 
prediction  which  they  made  has  failed — ^utteriy  fiiilea. 
Instead  of  the  ruin  of  the  public  revenue,  with  which  they 
then  sought  to  deter  us  from  the  adoption  of  the  Ameri- 
can system,  we  are  now  threatened  with  its  subvernon, 
by  the  vast  amount  of  the  public  revemie  produced  by  that 
system.  Erenr  branch  cn  our  navigation  ho  inerosed. 
As  to  the  deeontion  of  our  cities,  let  us  take,  as  u  ezam- 
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pie,  the  condition  of  the  Urrest  and  most  commercial  of 
all  of  them,  the  great  Noruiem  capital.  I  hare  id  my 
hands  the  aneased  value  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  from  1817  to  1831.  This  value  is  canvassed,  con- 
tested, msTV&aizedt  and  adjudged,  by  Uie  proper  sworn 
Mthorities.  It  ii^  therefore,  entitled  to  full  credence. 
Duringthe  first  term,  commencin^^  with  1817,  and  ending 
in  the  year  of  the  passage  of  the  tarifT  of  1824,  the  amount 
of  the  value  of  real  estate  was,  the  first  year,  $57,799,435, 
and,  after  various  fluctuations  in  the  intermediate  period, 
it  settled  down  at  $53,019,730,  exhibiting  a  decrease,  in 
■even  years,  of  $5,779,705.  During  the  first  y^  of 
1825,  uler  die  passage  of  the  tariff,  it  rose,  Mid,  gradually 
aicai^ag  throughout  the  whole  of  the  latter  period  of 
■even  years,  it  finally,  in  1831,  readied  die  astoni^ing 
heigbtof$95,716,485!  Now,  if  it  be 'said  that  this  rapiq 
growth  of  the  city  of  New  York  was  the  effect  of  fomgn 
eommOTt,  then  it  was  not  correctly  predicted,  in  1^,'  that 
the  tariff  would  destroy  foreign  commerce,  and  ciesolate 
our  commercial  cities.  If,  on  the  contrary,  at  b'e  the  ef- 
fect of  internal  trade,  then  internal  trade  c^iinot  be  justly 
chargeable  with  the  evil  consequences  imputed  to  it.  The 
truth  it  ia  the  ^oint  effect  of  both  principles,  the  domes- 
tic 'mAamsry  nounshing  the  foreign  trade,  and  the  foreign 
eommefce,  in  turn,  nouruhing  the  domestic  industry. 
Nowhere,  more  th^i  in  New  York,  is  the  combinatitm  of 
both  {Mineiplea  to  completely  developed.  In  die  progress 
ofmy  argument  I  will  consider  the  effect  upon  the  price 
ti  commodities,  produced  by  the  American  system,  -and 
show  that  the  ve^  reverse  of  the  predictioii  of  iti  foes,  in 
1S24,  has  actually  happened- 

Whilst  we  thus  behold  die  entire  fiulure  of  all  that  was 
foretold  aninst  tb«  qrstem,  it  is  »  subject  tiS  just  feUcitft. 
tion  to  its  niends,  that  all  their  anticipations  af  its  benefits 
have  been  fulfilled,  or  are  in  progress  of  fulfilment.  The 
honorable  gendeman  from  Souu  Carolina  has  made  an 
allunon  to  a  speech  made  by  me,  in  1824,  in  the  other 
House,  in  support  of  the  tanif,  and  to  which,  otherwise, 
I  should  not  tttve  particularly  referred.  But  I  would  ask 
any  one,  who  could  now  command  the  courage  to  peruse 
dut  long  production,  what  prindple  there  laid  down  is 
not  true?  what  prediction  then  nuide  has  been  Gdstfied  by 
practical  experienced 

It  is  now  proposed  to  abolish  the  ^stem  to  whidi  we 
owe  so  mudi  or  the  public  prosperity,  and  it  u  ui^ed  that 
the  arrival  of  the  poiod  of  the  redemptioB  of  the  public 
debt  has  been  eonndendy  looked  to  as  presenting  a  suitable 
occaiuMi  to  rid  the  eeuntir  of  tlie  enlt  witb  which  the  sys- 
tem k  alleged  to  be  ftaugnt  Not  an  inattentive  observer 
of  puwtg  events  I  have  been  aware  diat,  among  diose 
who  were  most  eagerly  preanng  the  payment  of  the  piib> 
lie  debt,  and,  upon  that  gtxxind,  were  opponi^  appropri- 
ationa  to  other  great  interests,  there  were  some  who  cared 
less  about  the  debt  than  the  accomplistmient  of  other  ob- 
jects. But  the  pecnle  of  the  United  States  have  not  cou- 
pled the  payment  of  /Aar  public  debt  with  the  destruction 
of  the  proteetion  of  thar  industry,  j^nst  fbi^gn  Um 
and  foragn  industry.  They  have  been  accustomed  to  re> 
eard  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt  as  relief  from  a  bur- 
den, and  not  as  the  infliction  of  a  curse.  If  it  is  to  be  at< 
tended  or  followed  by  the  subversion  of  the  American 
system,  and  an  exposure  of  our  establishments  and  our 
productions  to  the  unguarded  consequences  of  the  selfish 
pdicy  offoreign  Powers,  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
will  be  the  bitterest  of  cuzaei.  Its  fruit  irill  be  fike  the  fruit 

"  Of  tkki  fciWMen  tree,  vboM  morul  U«le 
"  BTDHKhi  deatk  Into  the  worM,  and  all  mir  wo, 

If  the  qrslem  of proteedm  be  fbnnded  on  ptindples  erro- 
neotu  in  thecoy,  penudous  in  practice — above  aU,  if  it  be 
unconstitutional,  as  is  allej;^  it  ought  to  be  forthwith  abo- 
liriied,andnotavestigeofitsufreredtoremajn.  But,  before 
we  tmcdoii  ttui  nreeping  denoneintion,  let  us  took  a  little 


at  this  ^stem,  its  maffnitude,  its  ranofication^  its  duration, 
and  the  nigh  authorities  which  have  sustained  it.  We  shall 
see  that  its  fees  will  have  accompliabed  comparatively  no- 
thing, after  having  achieved  dieir  present  aim  of  breaking 
down  our  iron  feunderies,  oar  woollen,  cotton,  And  beaip 
manu&ctoriea^  and  our  sugar  plantations,  lie  destruc- 
tion these  would  undoubted^  lead  (o  the  sacrifice  of 
immense  capital,  the  ruin  of  many  thousands  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  ana  incalculable  loss  to  the  whole  community. 
Bu(  their  prostration  would  not  disfigure,  nor  produce 
jester  effect  upon  the  wiuJe  system  of  protection,  in  all 
its  branches,  than  the  destruction  of  the  bcai^fut  domes 
upon  the  Capitol  would  occsKon  to  the  magnificentedifice 
woich  tliey  sunnouiit.  Why,  sir,  there  is  scarcely  an  inte> 
rest)  scarcely  a  vocatioil  in  society,  which  is  not  embnuoed 
by  die  beneficence  of  this  system. 

It  cemprehenUa-  our  coasting  tonnage  and  trade,  from 
which  all  foreign  tonnage  is  absolutely  exduded. 

It  includes  iul  our  foreign  tonnage,  with  ttie  inconside- 
rable exception  made  by  treaties  (U  recqirocity  with  a  few 
foreign  Powers. 

It  embraces  our  fisheries,  and  aU  our  hardy  and  oiter- 
prising  fishermen. 

It  extends  to  almoBt  every  nechsnic  art:  to  tannery 
cordwainers,tuIorB,  cabinet-maken,  hatters,  tinners,  brass- 
workers,'  dock-makers,  coech-maker%  tallow-chandlers 
trace-nuikers,  rope-makers,  cork-cutters,  tobacconist^ 
whip-makers,  papei^makers,  umbrella-makers,  glasa^ilow- 
era,  stockhig-weavers,  button-maker^  saddle  and  harness- 
makers,  cuuers,  brush-makers,  book-biuders,  dairy-men, 
n^lk-farmen^-Uack-smiths,  type-founrieis,  musical  instru- 
Diei^makers,  basfcet-naken,  milliners,  pottery  cboodate' 
makers,  flocn^oth-maker%  bonneb-makers,  haii^loth- 
makers,  copper-smidis,  pencil-maker^  bellows-makers, 
pocket  book-makers,  card-maker*,  glue-makers,  mustard- 
makers,  lumber-sawyers,  saw-makers,  ecale-beam-aaken, 
scjrthe-makers,  wood-ssw-m&kers,  and  many  others.  The 
mechanics  enumerated  enjoy  a  measure  of  pretectioa 
adapted  to  thdr  several  condition^  varying  mm  twen^ 
to  fifty  per  cei^t.  The  extent  and  importance  of  some  cn 
these  artisans  may  be  estimated  by  a  few  particotara.  The 
tanners,  durrier^  boot  and  shoe-makers,  snd  other  work- 
ers in  hides  'skins,  and  leather,  produce  an  ultimate  value 
per  annum  of  forty  millions  of  doUarst  the  manu&eturcrs 
of  hats  and  caps  produce  an'  annual  value  of  fifteen  mil- 
lionsf  the  cabinet-makers,  twelve  millions^  the  manufactu- 
rers of  bonnets  snd  hats  for  the  female  sex,  lace,  artificial 
flowers,  combs,  fcc.,  seven  millionsi  and  die  lUMiu&etu- 
re»  gf  glass  five  millions. 

It  extends  to  all  lower  Louiwinaythe  Delta  of  which 
roig^t  as  Well  be  submeiged  again  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico^ 
from  which  it  has  been  a  gradual  conquest,  as  now  to  be 
deprived  of  the  protecting  duty  upon  its  great  staple. 

It  affects  the  cotton  planter*  himself,  Snd  the  tobacco 
planter,  both  of  whom  enjoy  protection-  f 

The  total  amount  of  the  capital  vested  in  sheep,  the  land 
to  sustdn  diem,  wod,  wodlen  manufimturea,  and  wool- 
len fabrics,  and  the  subdstcnce  of  the  various  persona  di- 
rectly or  indireedy  emplc^ed  in  the  growth  and  manufac- 
ture of  the  article  of  wool,  is  estimated  at  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  millions  of  dollars,  and  die  number  of  persons 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 

The  value  of  iron,  considered  as  a  raw  material,  and  of 
its  manufiu:tures  is  estimated  at  twen^-«x  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  imnum.  Cotton  goods,  exdusire  of  the  capital 
vested  in  the  manufiwtuie,  and  of  the  cost  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, are  believed  to  amount,  annually,  to  about  iwen^ 
millions  of  dollars. 

•  To  Mf  noihipit  or  eorton  prodHerd  in  oUwr  Hmin  •oantrin,  (h« 
cukivatioii  ol  thii  aitielr,  of  a  terf  (upehor  quali^.  u  euiutanit)'  n- 
H^dinf  in  the  ailjactrnl  Mrxicinpro*inc<');  and,  bui  fbr  (hr  duty,  pro- 
bablr  a  tarfc  aiaovnt  wmiM  he  Introduced  faiM  Ibe  Vn\vcA  SMlo,  down 
Hed  river  and  bIoiik  ibe  coailof  iheOulf  oTIIuke. 
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Tbeie  «rtiai&les  luve  been  carefuUf  nudft  by  pNctlcal 
men,  of  undoubted  chaimcter,  who  have  brOugbt  together 
and  embodied  their  infernutkm.  Anxioui  to  avoid  the 
chai^  of  exa;g«rmtion,  th^hftre  sometimes  placed  their 
eatintateftbelow  wlmt  was  believed  to  be  the  actual  amount 
of  theae  interestt.  With  rw«rd  to  the  quantity  ofbarand 
other  iron  anmially  produced,  it  a  dernred  from  the  known 
works  thamselfc&i  and  I  know  Rome  in  Western  States 
which  they  have  omitted  in  their  cdculationfl. 

Such  are  some  of  the  items  of  .this  vast  lystera  of  pro- 
teetioDt  whi^  it  is  now  proposed  to  abandon.  We  might 
well  jMose  Mid  contemi^at^  if  hmnsD  ima^nalion  eould 
conceive  the  extent  of  misiddef  andrufai  from  its  totel  over- 
throw, befijK  we  proceed  to  the  work  of  destruction.  Its 
duration  isworthy,  also,  of  scbous  consideration.  Not  to 
go  behind  the  constitution,  its  date  is  coeval  with  that  in- 
strument. It  began  on  the  ever  memorable  4th  day*  of 
July— the  4th  day  of  July,  1789.  The  second  act  which 
stands  recorded  in  the  statute  hook,  bearing'the  ilhwttious 
rignature  <^  George  Washington,  kid  the  comer  stone  of 
the  wbide  q^stem.  That  there  mif^t  be  no  mistake  about 
the  Batter,  it  wa«  then  solemnly  proeliftned  to  the  Ame- 
rican people  and  to  the  world,  that  it  was  ruemary  for 
"the  encouragonent  and  protection  of  manufactures," 
that  duties  should  be  laid.  It  i»  in  vijn  to  urge  the  small 
amount  of  the  measure  of  protection  then  extended.  The 
great  principle  was  then  established  by  the  fhtbers  of  the 
conititutioo,  with  the  &Uier  of  bis  couiUry  at  their  head. 
And  it  cannot  amr  be  questioned,  that,  if  the  Government 
had  not  then  liecn  new  and  the  subject  ontried,  a  greater 
measure  v€  protection  would  hare  been  applied,  if  it  bad 
been  supposed  necesnry.  Shortly  after,  the  masterminds 
of  Jefferson  and  Hamilton  were  brought  to  aiSt  on  this  in- 
terestiag  wbject.  TaKng  views  of  it  appertaining  to  the 
departments  of  foreign  anairs  and  of  the  treasury,  which 
the<r  reqiectird^  ftUed*  tb«yprese'nted»  severally,  reports 
whiiA  yet  reraun  taontimeats  of  tbrir  profound  wisdom, 
and  eanic  to  the  same  coneluidoa  of  protection  to  Ameti- 
can  industry.  Mr-  Jefferson  argued  that  foreien  restric- 
tien^  fixcign  prohibttions,  and  nveign  iif^  duues,  oug-ht 
to  be  met,  at  home,  by  Americao  restticbons,  American 
prdnhitions,  and  American  high  duties.  Mr.  Hamilton, 
surveying  the  entire  ground^  and  looking  at  the  inherent 
nature  of  the  subject,  treated  it  with  an  ability  which,  if 
ever  equalled,  has  not  been  vupmtd,  and  earnestly  re- 
coimneDded  protection.  - 

The  wan  «  the  French  revolution  ctmmieneed  about 
this  period,  and  atr^iaM>f  gtdd  poored  into  the  United 
States  Qnoug^  a  thousand  channels,  ^ened  or  enlarged 
by  the  successful  commerce  which  our  neutrality  enabled 
us  to  pr«|ecute.  We  fbifo^  or-overlooked,  in  the  gene- 
ral prosperity,  the  -necessity  of  encouraging  our  domestic 
manu&eturea.  Then  came  the  edicts  of  Napokon,  and 
the  Brib'irti  orders  in  council  j  and  our  embargo,  non-inter- 
f»Nira^  non^inpoct^on,  and  war*  fbllowed  in  npid  suc- 
cession. These  national  measures,  amounting  to  a  total 
suspension,  for  the  period  of  their  duration,  of  ouc  foneign 
conimera^  affbrdea  the  most  efRcacious  oiooui^gement 
to  Amoican  manufitctures;  and,  accordingly,  they  every 
where  sprung  up.  Wliilst  these  measures  of  restriction 
and  this  state  of  war  tiontinued,  the  manul^turen  were 
stimulated  in  tbor  enterprises  by  every  assurance  of  sup- 
port by  pubfie  sentiment,  and  by  le^^tive  resolves.  It 
was  aboitt  that  fwriod  (1808)  that  South  Carolina  bore  her 
high  tertimony  to  the  wisdom  of  the  policy,  in  an  act  of 
her  LegislKtuxe,  the  preamble  of  which,  now  before  me, 
reads:  "  Whereas  the  eatablishment  and  eruouragement  of 
domestic  mariufactures  is  conducive  to  the  interest  of  a 
State,  by  adding  new  ihemHva  to  induotry,  and  as  being 
the  meant  of  disposing,  to  advantage,  the  surplus  produc- 
timis  of  the  e^nevMwnat:  And  whereas,  m  the  preientun- 
cjumpled  Mate  of  tiie  world,  thor  eatdbrishment  in  our 
country  ja  not  only  u^peAm/',  but  politic^  in  tenderiiv  us 


independott  of  forei^  nations."  The  Legislature,  not 
being  competent  to  aflbrd  the  most  efficanous  aid,  by  im- 
poring  duties  on  fordgn  rival  articles,  proceeded  to  hicor> 
p<nste  a  company. 

Peace,  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  returned  in  181^ 
but  there  did  nt>t  return  with  it  the  gidden  days  wtuch 
preceded  the  edicts  levelled  at  our  commerce  by  Great 
Britain  and  France.  It  found  all  Europe  tranquilly  re- 
suming the  arts  and  the  buiinesB  of  civil  life.  It  found 
Europe  no  longer  the  consumer  of  our  surplus,  and  the 
employer  of  our  navigation,  but  excluding,  or  heavUly  bur- 
dening, slmost  all  the  productions  of  our  agncultarei  and 
our  rivalsin  nvnp&ctures,in  navigation,  ana  in  commerce. 
It  found  our  <fountry,  in  short,  in  a  situation  totaUy  differ- 
ent from  all  the  past — new  and  untried.  It  became  ne- 
cessary to  adapt  our  laws,  and  especially  our  laws  of  Im- 
post, to  the  new  circumstances  in  which  we  found  ourselves. 
Accordinglv,  that  eminent  and  Umented  citisen,  titen  at 
the  head  of  the  treasoiy,  (Mr.  Dallas^)  was  required,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatively  under  date  the 
33d  day  of  February,  1815,  to  prepare  and  report  to  tiie 
aucce^ing  sesnon  of  Congress  a  system  ot  revenue  con- 
fbrmable  with  the  actual  c(mdition  of  tiw  countoy.  He  had 
the  circle  of  a  whole  year  to  perform  the  wor^  consulted 
merchants,  msnu&cturers^  and  other  practical  men,  and 
opened  an  extensive  correspondence.  The  report  which 
lie  made  at  the  season  of  1816,  wks  the  result  of  his  in- 
quiries and  refleeti<nis,  and  embodies  the  prineii^i  wluch 
he  thought  appfieable  to  the  subject  It  has  been  said 
that  the  tariff  of  1816  was  a  measure  of  mere  revenuet  and 
tliat  it  only  reduced  the  war  duties  to  a  peace  standard. 
It  is  true  that  the  question  then  was,  how  much,  and  in 
what  way,  should  the  double  dutiesof  the  war  bereduced? 
Now,  alio,  the  question  is,  on  what  articles  shall  the  du- 
ties be  reduced  so  as  to  subject  the  amount  of  the  future 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government?  Then  it  was 
deemed  an  inquiry  of  the  lint  importance,  la  it  should  be 
now,  how  the  reduction  should  he  mad^  so  as  to  secure 
proper  encouragement  to  our  domestic  mdustty.  That 
this  was  a  leading  object  in  the  arrangement  of  the  tariff 
of  1816, 1  well  remember,  and  it  is  demonstnted  by  the 
language  of  Hr.  Dallas.    He  g^ys,  in  his  report,  *'  "niere 

*  are  few,  if  any  Governments,  which  do  not  regard  the 
'  establishment  of  domestic  manufactures  as  a  chief  object 
'  of  public  policy.  The  United  States  have  oAotiya  so  re- 
*gandedit.   •    «    *   •   The  demands  trf"  the  country, 

*  while  the  acqturition  of  supplies  from  fiirdgn  natiois  was 

*  dther  prohibited  or  impracticable,  Btay  have  aflbrded  a 
'  suffident  inducement  for  this  investment  of  capital,  and 
'  this  application  of  labor;  but  the  inducement,  in  its  ne- 

*  cessary  eirtent,  must  UiX,  when  the  day  of  convpetition  re- 
'  turns.    Upon  that  change  in  tiie  condition  oi  the  eoun* 

*  try,  the  preservation  oflhe  manuiiKitiireiy  irtuch  private 
'citizens,  under  ftvorable  auspices,  have  constituted  the 

*  property  of  the  nation,  becomes  a  conuderation  of  gene- 

*  ral  poliqr,  to  be  resolTed  by  a  recollection  of  past  em- 
•barrassments;  by  the  certain^  of  an  increased  difficult 
<  of  reinsti^ng,  upon  anv  emeigency,  the  manu&ctures 

*  which  shall  be  sBowed  to  pensh  and  pan  away,"  Sic. 
The  measure  of  protection  wluch  he  proposed  was  not 
adopted,  in  regard  to  some  leading  articles,  and  there  was 
great  difficulty  in  ascertsiningwhat  it  ought  to  have  been. 
But  the  prinapk  was  then  distinct  anerted,  and  fully 
sanctioned. 

The  subject  of  the  American  system  was  a^n  brouriit 
up  in  1830,  by  the  bill  reported  by  the  cbamnan  of  me 
Committee  on  lAmufactures,  now  a  member  of  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prin- 
ciple was  successfully  muntuned  by  the  representatives 
of  the  people;  but  the  bill  which  th^  passed  was  defeated 
in  the  Senate.  It  was  revived  in  1834,  the  whole  mnnd 
carefiilly  and  ddiberately  explored,  and  the  Inll  then  in- 
traduced,  receiving  all  the  lancticmsof  tfw  conMitution, 
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became  the  Uw  of  the  land.  An  Mneiidinent*orthe  bvb- 
tem  was  proposed  in  1838,  to  the  history  of  which  I  remr 
with  no  i^preeable  recollections.  The  bill  of  that  year,  in 
some  of  its  provinons,  was  framed  on  principles  directly 
adverse  to  the  declared  wishes  of  the  friends  of  the  policy 
of  protection,  i  have  heard  (without  fouclung  for  the 
fact)  that  it  was  so  framed,  upon  the  advice  of  a  promi- 
nent citizen,  now  abroad,  with  the  view  of  ultimately  de- 
feating the  bill^  and  with  assurances  that,  being  altogether 
unacceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  American  system,  the 
bill  would  be  lost.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  most  exception- 
able features  of  the  bill  were  stamped  upon  it,  against  the 
earnest  remonstrances  of  the  friends  of  the  system,  by  the 
votes  of  Southern  members,  upon  a  princiifle,  I  think,  as 
unsound  in  legislation  as  it  is  reprehensible  in  ethics.  'I'he 
bill  was  passed,  notwithstamling,  it  having  been  deemed 
better  to  taJce  the  bad  along  witt  the  good  which  it  con- 
tained, than  reject  it  altogether.  Subsequent  legiriation 
has  corrected  very  much  the  error  then  perpetrated,  but 
atiU  that  measure  is  vehemently  denouocra  by  geoUemen 
who  contributed  to  make  it  what  it  was. 

Thus,  ur,  has  this  great  system  of  protection-  been  grsr 
dually  bullt^  stone  upon  stone,  and  steii  by  step,  from  tlie 
4th  July,  1789,  down  to  the  present  period.  In  evei-y  stage , 
of  its  progress  it  has  received  the  deliberate  sanction  of 
Coi^fress.  A  vast  minority  of  the  pe(^e  of  the  United 
States  has  approved,  «nd  continues  to  spprore  it.  Every 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  from  Washington 
to  the  present,  in  some  form  or  other,  has  given  to  it  the 
authority  of  his  name;  and,  however  the  opinions  of  the 
existing  President  are  interpreted  south  of  Masoned 
Dixon's  line,  on  the  north  ^ey  are,  at  least,  understood 
to  favor  the  establishment  oitjuditdotu  tariff. 

The  question,  therefore,  which  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  determine,  is  not  whether  we  shall  estid>lidi  a  new  and 
doubtful  sjntem  orpoli<^,  just  proposed,  and  for  the  firrt 
fame  presented  to  our  consideration;  but  whether  we  ahdl 
break  down  and  destroy  a  long  established  system,  pa- 
tiently and  carefully  bmlt  up,  and  sanctioned,  during  a 
series  of  years,  again  and  again,  by  the  nation  and  its  high- 
est and  roost  revered  authorities.  And  are  we  not  bound 
deliberately  to  conrider  whether  we  can  proceed  to  this 
work  of  destruction  withtAt  a  violation  of  die  public  futh  > 
The  people  of  the  United  States  have  justly  supposed  that 
the  policy  of  protecting  thdr  industtr,  against  foreign  le- 
l^iawbon  ftnd  foreign  industry,  was  fully  settle^  not  by  a 
«ngle  act,  but  by  repeated  and  deliberate  acts  of  Govern, 
ment,  performed  at  distant  and  frequent  intervals.  In  ftill 
confidence  that  the  policy  was  firmly  and  unchangeably 
fixed,  thousands  upon  thousands  have  invested  their  capi- 
tal, purchased  a  vast  amount  of  real  and  otiber  estate,  made 
permaneat  establishmeats,  and  accommodated  their  indus- 
try. Can  we  expose  to  utter  and  irretrievable  ruin  this 
countless  multitude,  without  justly  incurting  the  reproach 
of  violating  the  national  faith? 

I  shall  not  discuss  the  constitutional  question.  Without 
meaning  any  disrespect  to  those  who  raise  it,  if  it  be  de- 
batable, it  has  been  sufficiently  debated.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  sufiered  it  to  fall  unnoticed  from 
hit  budget)  and  it  was  not  until  after  he  had  ckwed  his 
speech  and  resumed  his  seat^  th»t  it  occurred  to  him  that 
he  had  fiirgotten  it,  when  he  again  addressed  the  Senate, 
and,  by  a  sort  of  protestation  against  any  concluuon  from 
his  silence,  put  forward  the  objection.  The  recent  Free 
Trade  Convention  at  Philadelpliia,  it  is  well  known,  were 
divided  on  the  question;  and  alttiough  the  topic  is  noticed 
in  theiraddrew  to  tiie  pubUc,  they  no  not  atxna  their  own 
belief  tint  the  American  ^stem  is  unconstitutional,  but  re. 
promt  that  tueh  is  the  opinion  of  respectable  portions  of 
the  American  people.  Another  address  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  from  a  high  source,  during  the  past 
year,  treating  this  subject,  does  not  aatert  the  opinion  of 
the  ^nguidied  author,  but  tiaU»  that  of  others  to  be  that 


it  is  unconstitutionaL  From  whidi  I  infar  that  be  did  not, 
himself,  believe  it  unconstitutiomd. 

[Here  the  Vici  Pbkbidbkt  interposed,  and  retoarked 
that  if  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  alluded  to  lum,  fas 
must  say  that  his  opinion  was,  that  the  measure  was  un- 
constitutional. ] 

"When,  sir,  said  Mr.  Ciat,  I  contended  with  you,  side 
by  side,  and  with  perhaps  leas  zeal  than  you  exhibited,  in 
1816,  I  did  not  understand-you  then  to  eoOsder  the  policy 
forbidden  by  the  constitution. 

[The  VioB  Pkibisbst  ^in  interposed,  ftnd  said  that 
the  constitutional  question  was  not  debated  at  that  'time, 
and  that  he,  had  never  expressed  an  opinim  contrary  to 
that  now  intimated.] 

I  give  way  witii  pleasure,  said  Mr,  Cut,  to  these  ex- 
planations, which  I  hope  will  always  be  tnade  when  I  say 
any  thing  bearing  on  the  individual,  opinions  of  the  chair. 
1  know  the  delicacy  of  the  position,  wid  sympathize  ^Tth 
the  inciunbent,  whoever  hetoay  be.  It  is  true,  the  ques- 
tion was  not  debated  in  1816;  and  why  not?  Because  it 
was  not  debatable;  it  was  then  believed  not  fairly  to 
se.  It  never  has  been  made,  as  a  distinct,  substantial, 
and  leading  point  of  objection.  It  never  was  made  until 
the  discussion  of  the  tariff  of  1824,"  when  it  was  rather 
liinted  at,  aa  agunst  the  ipint  of  the  constitution,  than 
formally  announced,  aslieing  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  that  instrument.  What  was  not  dreamt  of  before,  or 
in,  1816,  and  scarcely  thought  of  in  1834,  ii  now  made, 
by  excited  im^pnations,  to  awume  the  impodng  form  of  m 
serious  constitutional  barrier. 

Such  are  the  origin,  duration,  extent,  and  sanctions  of 
the  policy  which  we  are  now  called  upon  to  subvert.  It* 
beneficial  effects,  although  they  may  vary  in  degree,  have 
been  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  Union.  To  none,  I  verily  be- 
liere,  has  it  been  prejudicial.  To  the  North,  every  where 
testimonies  are  borne  to  the  high  prosperity  whiui  it  has 
diffused.  There,  all  branches  of  industry  are  animated 
and  flourishing.  Commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  ac- 
tive; cities  and  towns  springing  up,  enlarging  and  beauti- 
fying; navigation  fiiUy  and  profitably  employed,  and  the 
whole  face  of  the  country  smiling  with  improvement, 
cheerfulness,  and  fibundance.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  supposed  that  we,  ih  the  West,  derive  no  ad- 
vantages from-  this  mteiD.  He  is  nustEken.  1^  hini 
vint  us,  and  he  will  find,  from  the  head  of  La  Belle  Bl- 
vi^re,  at  Pittsburg,  to  America,  at  ita  mouth,  the  most 
rapid  and  gra^fying  advances,  tie  will  behold  Pittsburg 
itself.  Wheeling,  Portsmouth,  Maysville,  Cincinnati,  Louis- 
ville, and  numerous  other  towns,  lining  and  omamenting 
the  banks  of  that  noble  river,  daily  extending  their  limita, 
and  prosecuting,  with  the  greatest  spirit  and  ptoA^  nu- 
merous branches  of  the  manufacturiAg^And  mechanic  arts. 
If  he  will  go  into  the  interior,  in  the  State  of  OMo,  be 
will  there  perceive  tbe  most  astonishing  progress  in  agri- 
culture, in  the  useful  arts,  and  in  all  the  im_provcmenta  to 
which  they  both  directly  conduce.  Then  let  him  cross 
over  into  my  own,  my  fiivorite  State,  and  contemplate  the 
spectacle  which  there  exhibited.  He  will  perceive  nu- 
merous villages,  not  large,  but  neat,  thriving,  and  some 
of  them  highly  <aiiament«l|  manynianu&etonesof  Ijemp, 
cotton,  wool,  and  other  artides.  I|\  various  parte  of  the 
counti^,  and  eq>edally  in  the  Elkhom  region,  an  endlesa 
succesnon  of  natural  parks;  the  forests  thinned;  fallen 
trees  and  undergrowth  cleared  away;  large  herds  and 
fiocks  feeding  on  luxuriant  grasses;  and  interspersed  with 
comfortable,  sometimes  elegant  mansions,  surrounded  by 
extensive  lawns.  Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  says  that  a  profitable  trade  was  carried  on  from 
the  West,  through  the  Saluda  gap,  in  nudes,  horses,  and 
other  live  stock,  wluch'has  been  checked  by  the  open. 

*Mr.  ClarhaibemaiiiL-emnindt'd  that  thei^tciiMi,  iB  the  MM 
WSJ,  WM  tint  <tr(Ml  tn  ibe  dttate  of  ISK). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


265 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


266 


Fib.  3,  1833.] 


The  Thriff. 


tion  of  the  tuiffV    It  is  true  that  such  a  trade  was  carried 

00  between  Kentucky  and  South  Carolina,  mutually  be- 
neficial to  both  parties)  but,  several  years  ago,  resolu- 
tions,  at  popular  meetiiiK^  in  CaroUna,  vere  adopted,  not 
to  purchase  the  produce  of  Kentucky,  by  way  of  punish- 
inent  (ixe  her  attachment  to  the  tan^f.  Tliey  must  have 
supposed  us  as  stupid  as  the  sires  of  one  of  the  descrip- 
tions of  the  stock  of  which  that  trade  consisted,  if  they 
imagined  that  their  resolutions  would  afiect  our  principles. 
Our  drovers  cracked  their  whips,  blew  their  horns,  and 
passed  the  Saluda  eap,  to  other  markets,  where  better 
numcm  ensted,  and  equal  or  greater  profits,  were  made. 

1  hare  heard  of  your  successor  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Mr.  President,  this  anecdote:  That  he  joined  in 
the  adaption  of  those  resolutions,  but  when,  about  Christ- 
mas, he  applied  to  one  of  hiy  Sou^  Carolina  neighbors 
to  purchase  the  regular  supply  of  pork  for  the  ensuing 
year,  be  found  tliat  be  had  to  give  two  prices  for  it;  and 
he  declared  if  that  were  the  patriotism  on  which  the  re- 
solutions were  baaed,  he  would  not  conform  to  them,  and, 
in  pdnt  of  &ct,  laid  in  bis  annual  stock  of  pork  by  pur- 
chase from  th9  first  passing  Kentucky  drover.  That 
trade,  now  partjally  resumed,  was  maintained  by  the  sale 
of  Western  productions  on  the  one  side,  and  Carolina 
money  on  the  other.  From  that  condition  of  it.  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  might  have  drawn  this  con- 
clusion, that  an  advantageous  \xaAc  may  exist,  although 
one  of  the  parties  to  it  pays  in  specie  for  the  productions 
which  be  purchases  from  the  otiier;  and,  consequently, 
that  it  does  not  follow,  if  we  did  not  purchase  British 
iabrlcs,  that  it  might  not  be  the  interest  of  England  to 
purchase  our  raw  material  of  cotton.  The  Kentucky 
drover  received  the  South  Carolina  specie,  or,  taking  bills, 
or  tbe  evidences  of  deposite  in  the  banks,  carried  these 
hcHDe,  and  disposing  of  them  to  the  merchant,  he  brought 
out  goodib  of  fore'^  or  domestic  manufacture,  in  return. 
Su^  ia  the  circuitous  nature  of  trade  and  remiUance, 
which  no  nation  understands  better  than  Great  Britun. 

.  Nor  has  tbe  system,  which  has  been  the  parent  source 
of  so  much  benefit  to  other  parts  of  the  Union,  proved 
injurious  to  the  cotton  growing  country.  I  cannot  speak 
of  South  Carolina  itself,  where  I  liave  never  been,  with 
so  much  certainty;  but  of  other  portions  of  the  tJnion  in 
which  cotton  ia  grown,  especially  those  bordering  on  the 
Wssisnppi,  I  can  confidently  speak.  If  cotton  pUnting 
is  less  profitable  than  it  was,  that  is  the  result  of  increased 
production;  but  I  be^ve  it  to  be  still  the  most  profitable 
investment  of  capital  of  any  bnnch  of  buuness  in  the 
United  States.  And  if  a  committee  were  raised,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  I  take  upon  myself 
to  say  that  such  would  be  the  result  of  tte  inquiry.  In 
Kentucky,  I  know  many  individuals  who  have  their  cotton 
plantations  bebw,  'and  retain  their  residence  in  that  State, 
wberetbe^renuun  during  tbe  sicklyseason;  andthevare 
idl,  I  believe,  without  exception,  doing  well.  Others, 
tempted  by  their  success,  are  constantly  engaging  in  the 
business,  whilst  scarcely  any  comes  from  the  cotton  region 
to  engage  in  Western  agriculture.  A  friend,  now  in  my 
eye,  a  member  of  this  body,  upon  a  capital  of  less  than 
seventy  thousand  dollars,  invested  in  a  plantation  and 
slaves,  made,  the  year  before  last,  sixteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. A  member  of  the  other  House,  I  understand,  who, 
without  removing  himself,  sent  some  of  his  slaves  to  His- 
sianppi,  made,  la.it  year,  about  twenty  per  cent.  Two 
friends  mine  in  tbe  latter  State,  whose  annual  income 
is  from  thirty  to  nxty  thousand  dollars,  being  desirous  to 
curta3  their  business,  have  offered  estates  for  sale,  which 
they  are  willing  to  show,  regular  vouchers  of  receipt 
aod  disbursement,  yield  eighteen  per  cent,  per  annum. 
One  of  my  moat  opulent  acquaintancea,  in  a  county  ad- 
joining to  that  in  which  I  reside,  having  married  iu  Geor- 
gia, has  derired  « large  portion  of  his  wealth  from  a  cotton 
estate  there  lituated. 


[SzilATX. 


The  loM  of  the  tonnage  of  Charleston,  which  has  been 
dwelt  on,  does  not  proceed  from  the  tariff';  it  never  had  a 
very  large  amount,  and  it  baa  not  been  able  to  retain  what 
it  had,  in  consequence  of  the  operation  of  the  principle  of 
free  trade  on  its  navigation.  Its  tonnage  has  gone  to  the 
more  enterpriung  and  adventurous  tars  of  the  Northern 
States,  with  whom  those  of  the  city  of  Charleston  could 
not  maintain  a  successful  competition  in  ^e  freedom  of 
the  coasting  trade  existing  between  the  different  parts  of 
tbe  Union.  That  this  must  be  the  true  cause,  ia  demon- 
strated by  the  fiuit,  that,  however  it  may  be  with  tbe  port 
of  Charleston,  our  coasUng  tonnage,  generally,  ia  con- 
stantly increasng.  As  to  the  foreign  tonnage,  about  one- 
half  of  tliat  which  is  ei^piged  in  the  direct  trade  between 
Cltarleston  and  Great  Britain  is  English;  proving  HoaX  the 
tonnage  of  South  Carolina  cannot  maintain  itself  in  a  com- 
petition under  the  free  and  eqiud  navig^on  secured  by 
our  treaty  with  that  Power. 

When  gentlemen  have  succeeded  in  their  de^n  of  an 
immediate  or  gradual  destruction  of  tbe  American  qntem, 
what  istheu>  substitute?  Free  trade!  Free  trade!  Tbe 
call  for  fi^e  trade,  is*  as  unavailing  as  the  cry  of  a  spoiled 
child,  in  its  nurse's  arms,  for  the  moon  or  tlic  stars  that 
glitter  in  the  firmament  of  heaven.  It  never  haaesisted; 
it  never  will  exist.  Trade  implies  at  least  two  parties. 
To  be  free,  it  should  be  fair,  equal,  and  reciprocal.  But 
if  we  throw  our  ports  wide  open  to  the  admission  of 
foreign  productions,  free  of  all  duty,  wliat  ports,  of  any 
other  foreign  nation,  riiall  we  find  open  to  Uie  free  admis- 
non  of  our  surplus  produce?  We  may  break  down  all 
barriers  to  free  trade  on  our  part,  but  the  work  will  not 
be  complete  until  foreign  Powers  shall  have  removed 
theirs.  There  would  be  freedom  on  one  side,  and  restric- 
tions, prohibitions,  and  exclusions,  on  the  other.  The 
bolts,  and  the  bars,  and  the  chains,  of  all  other  nations 
will  remain  undisturbed.  It  is,  indeed,  posrible  tliat  our 
industry  and  commerce  would  accommodate  themselves 
to  this  unequal  and  unjust  state  of  tUngs:  for  such  is  the 
flexibility  of  our  natui^,  that  it  bends  itself  to  all  drcum- 
stances.  The  wretched  prisoner,  incarcerated  in  a  jaU, 
afler  a  long  time,  becomes  reconciled  to  his  solitude, 
and  regularly  notches  down  the  passing  days  of  his  con- 
finement. 

Gentlemen  deceive  themselves.  It  is  not  free  trade  tliat 
they  are  recommending  to  our  atceptance.  It  is,  in  effect, 
tlie  British  colonial  system  that  we  are  invited  to  adopt} 
and,  if  their  policy  prevail,  it  will  lead  substantially  to  the 
recolonlzadon  of  Uiese  States,  under  the  commercial  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain.  And  whom  do  we  find  some  cf 
the  principal  supporters,  out  of  Congress,  of  this  foreign 
system?  Mr.  President,  Uiere  are  some  foritigners  who 
always  remain  exotics,  wid  never  become  naturalized  in 
our  country:  whilst,  happily,  there  are  many  others  who 
readily  attfich  themselves  to  our  prindplos  and  our  iosti- 
tutions.  The  honest,  patient,  and  industrious  German 
readily  unites  with  our  people,  establishes  liimself  upon 
some  of  our  fat  land,  fills  liis  capacious  barn,  and  enjoys 
in  tranquillity,  the  abundant  fruits  which  bis  diligence 
gathers  around  him,  always  ready  to  fir  to  the  standard 
of  his  adopted  country,  or  of  its  taws,  when  called  by  the 
duties  of  patriotism.  The  gay,  the  veraatile,  the  philo- 
sophic Frenchman,  accommodating  himself  cheerfully  to 
all  the  vicis»tudes  of  life,  incorporates  binuel^  without 
difficulty,  in  our  society.  But,  of  all  foreigners,  none 
amalgamate  themselves  so  quickly  with  our  people  as  the 
natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  some  of  the  visims  which 
have  passed  through  my  inugination,  1  have  supposed  that 
Ireland  was,  originally,  part  and  parcel  of  this  continent, 
and  tha^,  by  some  extraordinary  convulsion  of  nature,  it 
was  torn  from  America,  and,  drifting  aci'oss  tbe  ocean, 
was  placed  in  the  unfortunate  vicinity  of  Great  Britain. 
The  same  openheartedoesa;  the  same  generous  hospitality  t 
the  same  careless  and  uiicalculating  imUfference  about 
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haman  Ufe,  chKneterize  tiw  inhabitants  of  both  eountiies. 
Kentucky  has  been  sometimea  called  tiie  Ireland  of  Ame- 
rica. And  X  have  no  doubt  that*  if  the  current  of  emi- 
rration  were  reversed,  and  set  from  America  upon  the 
Mtores  of  Europe,  instead  of  beating'  from  Europe  to 
America,  everf  American  emigrant  to  IreUnd  would  there 
find,  as  every  Irish  enugrant  here finda^  a  hearty  welcome 
and  a  happy  home! 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  am  about  to  allude, 
although  long  a  rewdent  of  this  country,  has  no  feelings, 
no  attachments,  no  sympathies,  no  principles,  in  common 
with  our  people.  Near  fifty  years  ago,  Pennsylvania  took 
him  to  her  bosom,  and  warmed,  and  cherished,  and  honor- 
ed him;  and  how  does  he  manifest  liis  gratitude?  By 
wming  a  vital  blow  at  a  ^stem  endeared  to  her  by  a 
thorough  eonvietion  dut  it  ia  in^spensable  to  her  pros- 

Eerity.  He  has  filled,  at  home  and  abroad,  some  of  the 
ighest  offices  under  tliis  Government,  during  thirty 
years,  and  he  is  still  at  heart  an  alien.  The  authority  of 
nis  name  has  been  invoked,  and  the  labors  of  his  pen,  in 
the  form  of  a  memorial  to  Congress,  have  been  engaged, 
to  overthrow  the  American  system,  and  to  substitute  the 
foreigi].  Go  home  to  your  native  Europe,  and  ^ere  in- 
culcate upon  her  sovereigns  your  Utopian  doctrines  of 
free  trade,  and  when  jou  have  prevailed  upon  them  to 
unseal  their  porta,  and  ireely  admit  the  produce  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  other  States,  come  back,  and  we  aball  be 
prepared  to  become  converts,  and  to  adopt  your  faith- 

A  Hr.  S&rchet  also  makes  no  inconsiderable  figure  in 
the  common  attack  upon  our  system.  I  do  not  know  the 
man,  but  I  understand  he  is  an  unnaturalized  emigrant 
from  the  island  of  Guernsey,  situated  in  the  cliannel  which 
divides  France  and  Enriand.  The  princi|M^  bunnesa  of 
tile  inhal^ants  is  that  of  driving  a  contrabajid  trade  wi^ 
the  opiiOMte  shores,  and  Mr.  SarchM,  educated  in  that 
school,  is,  I  have  been  told,  cluefly  engi^vd  in  employing 
bis  wits  to  elude  the  operation  of  our  revenue  laws,  1^ 
introdudng  articles  at  less  rates  of  duty  than  they  are 
justly  chajgeable  with,  which  he  effects  by  varying  their 
denominations,  •  or  sli^tly  changing  their  forms.  This 
man,  at  a  foroaer  session  of  the  Senate,  caused  to  be  pre- 
sented a  memorial  Mgned  by  sonfe  one  hundred  and  fifty  pre- 
tended workers  in  iron.  Of  theae,  a  gentletnan  maae  a 
careful  inquiry  and  ezamdnation,  and  he  ascertained  that 
there  were  only  about  ten  of  the  denomination  represent- 
ed! the  rest  were  tavern  keepers,  porters,  merchants' 
clerks,  Iiackney  coachmen,  &c.  I  have  the  most  respect- 
able authority,  in  black  and  white,  for  this  statement 

[Here  Mr.  HAYNE  asked,  who'  and  was  he  a  manufiw;- 
turer?  Mr.  CLAY  replied.  Colonel  Murray,  of  New  York, 
agentleman  of  the  highest  stan^g  for  honor,  pn^ity,  and 
veradtyt  thathe  did  not  know  whether  he  wis  a  manuflie- 
turer  or  not,  hot  die  gentleman  might  take  him  as  one.*] 
"Whether  Mr.  Sarchet  got  up  the  late  petition  presented 
to  the  Senate  from  the  jouTbeymen  Uilors  of  Philadel- 
phia, or  not,  I  do  not  know.  But  I  .should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  it  were  a  movement  of  his,  and  if  we  should  find 
that  he  has  cabbaged  from  other  classes  of  society  to  swell 
out  the  number  of  signatures. 

To  the  fiiets  manufactured  by  Mr.  Sarvhet,  and  the 
theories  by  Mr.  Galhttin,  there  was  yet  wanting  one  cir- 
cumstance to  recommend  them  to  fiivorable  conMCMtion, 
and  that  was  the  authority  of  some  high  name.  There  was 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  one  from  a  British  repoBtory.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  cited  a  speech  of  my  Lord  Godc- 
rich,  addressed  to  the  British  Parliament,  in  ftvor  of  free 
trade,  and  full  of  deep  regret  tliat  old  England  eou/:/ no/  pos- 
sibly conform  her  practice  of  risnrous  restriction  and  exclu- 
sion to  her  liberal  doetrinu  «  unfettered  commerce,  so 
earnestly  rccomniended  to  foreign  Powers.    Sir,  said  Mr. 

*  Ur.  Cli|'<alni.'qwnllf  i|Hik*ntoml  that  CuIomI  Marray  was  a  larr- 
cbaui. 


C-,  I  know  my  Lord  Ooderich  very  well,  although  my 
acquaintance  with  him  was  prior  to  his  being  summoned 
to  the  British  House  of  Peers.  We  both  signed  the  con- 
vention between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  of 
1815.  He  is  an  honorable  man,  frank,  possesnng  bu»* 
ness,  but  ordinary  talents,  about  the  stature  and  com- 
pleuon  of  the  honorable  gentieman  from  South  Carolina, 
a  few  yeara  older  than  be,  and  every  drop  of  blood  run- 
ning in  his  Teins  bung  pure  and  unadulterated  Anglo* 
Saxon  blood.  If  he  were  to  Uve  to  the  a^  of  HethuseUi, 
he  could  not  make  a  speech  of  such  ability  and  eloquence 
as  that  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  recently 
delivered  to  the  Senate;  and  there  would  be  much  more 
fitness  in  my  Lord  Goderich  making  quotations  from  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  than  his  quoting,  as 
authority,  the  theoretical  doctrines  of  nw  Lord  Goderieb. 
We  are  too  much  in  the  habit  of  looldng  abroad,  not 
merely  fdb  manufitctured  articles,  but  for  the  sanction  of 
hi^  names,  to  support  bvorite  theories.  I  have  seen, 
and  closely  observed,  the  British  Parliament,  and,  wiUiout 
derogating  from  its  justiy  elevated  character,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  all  the  attributes  of  order, 
dignity,  patriotism,  and  eloquence,  the  American  Con- 
gress would  not  nifTer,  in  tiie  smallest  degree,  by  a  com- 
panion urith  it 

I  disTike  tlus  resort  to  auOiori^,  and  e^iecially  fordgn 
and  interetted  authori^,  fiir  the  support  of  principles 
public  policy.  I  would  greatly  prefer  to  meet  gentlemen 
upon  the  broad  ground  of  fiict,  of  experience,  and  of 
reasons  but,  since  they  mil  appeal  to  British  names  and 
authority,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  imiUte  thdr  bad 
example.  -  Allow  me  to  quote  from  the  speech  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  British  Pariiament,  bearing  the  same  ftimly 
name  irith  Lord  Goderich,  but  whether  or  not  a  rela- 
tion of  his,  I  do  not  know.  The  member  alhided  to  was 
at^uing  agunst  tiie  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Methuen — 
that  treaty,  not  less  fiital  to  the  interests  of  Portugal  than 
would  be  the  system  of  gentiemen  to  tiie  best  interests  of 
America — and  he  went  on  to  say: 

"Svxuidle  for  tu  to  mdeaimr  to  pomade  otharnaiiona 

*  io Join  wiik  us  m  adopting  the  prineipka  (^f  what  tow  eaU- 
'  ed'Jree  trade.*    Other  nations  knetOt  a»  wti  at  the  nobk 

*  bra  appomte,  and  Hume  unlo  aded  taiA  Mm,  vAat  tee 
'meimoy  *fitetradet*UMUtuthingtiuirefior  kmttan,  bg 
'  meant  of  the  ^reat  advantaget  we  enjmed,  to  get  a  mane- 
'       9f  ^        ft^fteta  for  our  maaufadvtretj  and  to  prr- 

*  fient  them,  one  and  alt,  pom  ever  hwming  manufaetttring 

*  nationa.  When  the  system  of  reciprocity  and  free  trade 

*  had  been  proposed  to  a  French  ambassador,  hia  remark 

*  was,  that  the  plan  was  excellent  in  theny,  bu^  to  make 
'  it  fair  in  practice,  it  would  be  necessary  to  deftr  the  at- 

*  tempt  to  put  it  in  execution  tea  lisli  a  century,  until 

*  France  should  be  on  the  same  fboting  with  Great  Bri- 

*  tain,  in  marine,  in  manufactures,  in  capital,  and  the 
'  many  otiier  peculiar  advantages  which  it  now  enjoyed. 
'  The"  policy  that  France  acted  on,  was  that  of  encoi^sg- 

<  ing  iu  native  manu&ctiires,  and  it  was  a  wiee  policy; 

*  because,  if  it  were  freely  to  admit  our  manufiurtures,  it 

■  would  speedilv  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  an  qgricuttwsf 

*  nation,-  and  taerefore  a  poor  nation,  as  $Sl  must  be  that 

■  depend  exelusivdjf  upon  agriculture.  America  aete^ 
'  too,  upon  the  same  principle  with  France.    America  !e- 

*  gislated  for  futurity — legislated  for  an  increamng  popu* 

<  lation.  America,  too,  was  prosperous  under  this  system 
'  In  twenty  year^  America  would  be  independent  of  Eng- 

*  land  for  manufiictures  altogetiier.  *  '  *  * 
'  But  since  the  peace,  France,  Germany,  America,  and 

<  all  the  other  countries  of  the  world,  had  proceeded 

<  upon  the  principle  of  encouraging  and  protecting  native 

*  manufitctiu^a." 

But  I  have  said  that  the  system  nominally  called  "  free 
trade,"  so  eamestiy  and  eloquently  recommeiided  to  our 
adoption,  ii  a  mere  revind  of  the  BriHsh  coloiual  system. 
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forced  upon  us  by  Ontt  Britain  duibip  the  existence  of 
our  colonial  Tasnlage.  The  whole  Bystem  is  fully  ex- 
plained and  illustrated  in  a  work,  published  as  far  back  as 
the  Tear  1750^  entitled  "  Hw  tzade  and  mngation  of 
Grttt  Britun  coMideredt  \y  Joriuia  Gee,"  with  extracts 
from  which  I  hare  been  nmiiahed  the  diligent  re- 
searches of  a  fnend.  It  inll  be  leea  firem  these,  that  the 
South  Carolina  policy  now,  is  identical  with  the  Umg  che- 
rished pcdicy  of  Great  Britain,  which  remains  the  same  as 
it  was  when  the  thirteen  colonies  were  part  of  the  Briti^ 
empffe.   In  that  work  the  author  contends — 

That  manufikctures,  in  the  Amencan  colonies, 

*  ihould  be  diacoimfed  or  pndubited. 

Great  MUuHi  with  iti  dependencieit  ia  doubtlcH  as 

■  well  able  to  aub^  within  itself  as  anj  nation  in  Europe. 
'  We  hare  an  enterprisii^  people  fit  for  all  the  arts  of 

*  peace  and  war.  We  have  provintHU  in  abundance,  and 
'  those  of  the  best  sort,  and  are  able  to  raise  sufficient  for 

■  double  the  nui^ier  of  inhabitants.  We  have  the  Tery 

*  best  materials  fiv  clothiii^,  and  want  notlui^,  tither  for 

■  use  or  even  for  lusiuy,  but  what  we  have  at  home,  or 

*  misfat  hsre  from  our  e(4onies:  so  that  we  nught  make 

*  anoi  an  intercoiuae  of  trade  amot^  ourselves,  or  be- 
'  tween  us  and  them,  as  would  nuuntain  a  vast  navigation. 
'  But  we  ought  always  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  our 

*  colonies,  to  restrain  them  from  setting  up  any  of  the 

*  manu&ctures  which  are  carried  on  in  Britunt  and  any 
'  sufdi  attempts  should  be  crushed  in  the  bejpnning:  for  u 

*  they  are.  suffered  to  grow  up  to  niaturi^,  it  will  be  diffi- 

*  <»lt  to  suppress  them."— Pages  177,  8,  9. 

*'  Our  eolomes  are  itaudi  in  the  same  state  Ireland  was 
'  in,  when  they  began  the  woollen  manufactory,  and,  as 

<  their  numbers  increased,  will  &11  upon  manu&ctures  for 

<  dothmif  themselves,  if  due  care  be  not  taken  to  find  em- 
'  ployment  for  them  in  raisiog  such  productions  as  may 

*  eniU>le  tbeni'  td  iiimidk  lIumaelTes  with  all  Men*  fwoesso- 
■rterfrom  us." 

Then  it  vis  the  object  of  tbJs  British  economist  to  adapt 
tiie  means  or  wealth  of  the  cohunats  to  the  su^ipfy  required 
by  their  necesnties,  and  to  make  the  mother  country  ibe 
only  source  of  that  supply.  Now  it  seems  the  policy  is 
only  so  fiir  to  be  reversed,  that  wt  most  continue  to  import 
nteataria  from  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  cnoift  her  to 
purchase  raw  cotton  from  us. 

*'  I  should,  therefore,  think  it  worthy  tiie  care  of  the 
'  Government  to  endeavor,  by  all  pussible  means,  to  en- 

■  courage  thcmin  raising  of  silk,  hemp,  flax,  iron,  [Xj^^^X 
'  PV<  be  hanunered  iii  England,]  pot  ash,  8cc.  by  giv- 
'  ing  them  competent  bounties  in  the  beginning,  and  send- 
'  ing  over  judiraous  and  skilful  persons,  at  tiie  public 

■  charge,  to  asust  and  instruct  them  in  tiie  most  proper 
'  methods  of  manarement,  which,  in  my  spprehennon, 
'  would  lay  a  fiwndation  for  establidiing^  the  most  profita- 

*  ble  trade  of  any  we  have.    And  considering  the  com- 

*  manding  sittytion  of  out  c<dotHes  aloi^  the  seacoasti 

*  the  gifat  ocMirenienoe  of  nitv]|piible  nftn  in  all  of  them; 
'  die  dieapnem  of  land,  and  tiie  emiesa  of  raising  provi- 
'  sons;  great  numbers  of  peof^e  would  transport  them- 

<  selves  thither  to  settle  upon  such  improvements.  Now, 

*  as  people  have  been  filled  with  fears-that  the  colonies, 

■  if  encouragedio  n^se  rough  materials,  would  set  up  for 

*  themselves,  a  Uttk  r^ulatioa  would  remove  all  those 

*  jealousies  out  of  the  way.    They  have  never  thrown  or 

*  wore  any  silk  as  yet  that  we  have  htfard  of:  therefore, 

*  if  a  law  WW  made  to  prolubit  the  use  of  every  throw- 
'  ster*s  null,  or  doubline  or  hcHraling  iUk  with  any  madiine 

<  whatever,  they  would  then  tend  tt  us  raust  and,  9M  they 

*  will  have  the  providit^  rough  materials  to  themselves, 
'  so  shall  we  have  th6  manufacturing  of  them.  If  encoa> 
'  ragement  be  given  for  rainng  hemp,  flax,  &c.  doubtless 

*  they  will  soon  begin  to  manu&cture,  if  not  prevented.- 

*  therefore,  to  Mop  the  progress  of  any  such  manufiic- 

*  ture,  itispK^HC^  that  no  weaverthere  shall  have  Uhertg 


'  to  set  up  any  looms  without  first  registering,  at  an  office 

*  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  name  and  place  of  abode 
'  of  any  iouzneyman  that  shall  work  with  him.  But  if  any 
'paHiauar  inhmUant  shaQ  be  inclined  to  have  any  linen 
'  or  woollen  made  of  their  own  spinning,  they  should  not 
'  be  idiriged  of  the  same  liberty  that  they  now  make  use 

*  of,  viz.  to  carry  to  a  weaver  (who  shall  be  Reerued  by  the 

*  Governor)  and  have  it  wrought  up  for  the  use  of  the  fe- 
'  mily,  but  not  to  be  sold  to  any  person  in  a  private  man- 

*  ner,  nor  exposed  to  any  market  or  fiiir,  upon  pain  of 

*  forfeiture. 

**  And,  inasmuch  as  they  have  been  supplied  witii  all 

*  thdr  iron  mamifocturea  from  henc%  except  what  is  used 

*  in  the  building  of  ships  and  odwr  countiy  woi^,  one- 
'  half  of  our  ezportt  being  supposed  to  be  m  NAILSr-a 

*  manufacture  whii^  they  allow  has  aever  hitherto  beea 
'  carried  on  among  them — it  is  proposed  they  shall,  for 
'  time  to  come,  never  erect  the  manufacture  of  any  under 
'  the  size  of  a  two  shilli^nall,  horae  nails  excepted]  that  all 
'slitting  nulls,  and  engmes  for  ,drawing;.wire,  or  weavin|p 

*  stockings,  be  put  dawni  wd  tliat  every  smith  who  keeps 

■  a  ccxnmon  fbrgp  w  ^op,  dull  register  his  nane  and 

*  plaee  of  abode,  and  the  name  of  every  eerveni  which  he 

*  shall  emplc^,  whlBi  license  |baU  be  renewed  once  every 

<  year,  and  pay  for  tiie  liberty  of  working  at  such  trade. 

*  Tliat  all  negroes  shall  be  prohibited  from  weavi'ng' either 

■  linen  or  wodlen,  or  spinninr  or  combing  of  wool,  or  work- 

<  ing  at  any  manufacture  of  iron,  fijrtber  than  making  it 

*  into  p^  or  bar  iron.    That  they  also  be  prohibitedftom 

*  manufiLCturing  hats,  stockings,  or  leather,  of  any  Und. 
'  This  limitation  will  not  abridge  the  planters  of  any  pri- 
'  vilege  Oiey  now  enjoy.  On  -the  contrary,  it  will  turn 
'  their  industry  to  promoting  and  raising  those  rough  nta- 
•teriala." 

The  author  then  proposes  that  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Plantations  should  be  furnished  with  statistical  accounts  of 
the  various  permitted  manufiK^tures,  to  en^le  them  to  en- 
conrnc  or  repress  die  industry  of  the  ookmist^*  and  pre- 
vent the  danger  of  interference  with  British  industry . 

*■  It  is  hoped  that  this  mothod  would  atlasr  the  heat  that 

*  tome  pea^  have  shown  for  destroying  the  iron  works  on 

*  the  plantations,  and  pulling  down  all  their  forges;  taking- 

*  away,  in  a  violent  manner,  their  estates  and  properties; 
'  preventinfj"  the  husbandman  from  getting  their  plough- 
'  shares,  carta,  and  other  utennls,  mended;  destroying  the 
'  manufhcture  of  ship-building/ liy  ^priving  them  of  the 

<  liberty  of  making  bolts^  spikes,  and  other  things  proper 
'  for  carding  on  that  work;  by  which  article,  retuns  are 

*  made  for  purdiasing  our  woOuen  manufiutures." — Pages 
87,  88.  89. 

Such  is  the  picture  of  colonists  dependent  upon  the 
mothef  country  for  their  necessary  supplies,  drawn  by  a 
writer  who  was  not  among  flie  number  of  those  who  de* 
nred  to  debar  them  the  means  of  bmlding  a  vessel,  erect- 
ing a  forge,  or  mending  a  ploughshare,  but  who  was  wil- 
Ung-  to  promote  thnr  growth  and  property,  as  fhr  aa  was 
covistcmt  inth  tiie  paramount  interests  of  tiie  manu&c- 
turinv  or  parent  State. 

"3.  The  advantages  to  Great  Britain  from  keeping  the 

*  colonists  dependent  on  her  for  their  essential  supplies. 

"If  we  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  mhabit- 
'  ants  of  our  plantations  and  our  own,  it  will  appear  that 
'  not  one-fourth  part  of  their  product  redounds  to  their 
'  own  pnffit:  for,  out  of  all  Out  comes  here,  they  only 

*  cany  back  clothing  and  other  accommodations  liff  their 

*  famiiiesi  all  of  which  is  of  the  merchandise  and  raanu- 

*  fiicture     tUs  kingdom." 

Af^er  showing  how  this  system  tends  to  concentrate  all 
the  surplus  of  acqtrisition  over  absolute  expenditure,  in 
England,  he  says: 

All  these  advantages  ve  receive  by  tiie  plantations, 
'  besides  the  mortgages  on  the  planters*  estates,  and  the 
'  high  interest  they  pay  us,  which  is  v^  conaderable; 
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*  ud  therefore  very  mat  care  ought  to  be  taken*  in  re- 
■  plating  all  afiiurs  <tf  tbe  coloniita,  tliat  the  planters  be 
'  not  put  under  ioo  many  i^ffieuitith  but  encouraged  to  go 
'  on  cbeerfully. 

**Kew  England,  and  the  northern  colonies,  have  not 
'  commodities  and  products  enough  to  send  us  in  return 

*  for  purchaun?  their  necessary  clotbing,  but  are  under 

*  very  great  dimcultiesi  and,  therefore,  any  ordinary,  sort 
• '  aell  with  them.    And  when  they  have  grown  out  of 

'  faMon  with  us,  they  are  new  fashioned  entmgh  there." 

Sir,  I  cannot  go  on  witli  tiiia  disgusting  detail.  Their 
refuse  goods;  their  old  shopkeepers;  their  cast  off  clothes, 

Sod  enough  for  us!  Was  titere  ever  a  scheme  more  art- 
ly  devised,  by  which  tlie  energies  and  faculties  of  one 
people  should  be  kept  down  ana  rendered  subservient  to 
the  pride,  and  the  pomp,  and  the  power  of  another! 
Ttke  system  then 'proposed  differs  only  from  that  which  is 
now;  recommended,  m  one  particular — ^tbat  orsa  intended 
to  be  enforced  by  power,  this  woyld  not  be  less  effectu- 
ally executed  by  the  fbrce  of  circumstances.  A  gentleman 
in  Boston,  (Mr.  L«e,)  the  agentof  the  Free  Trade  Conveo- 
ti<Hi,  from  whose  exbausUess  mint  there  a  constant  issue 
of  report^  seems  to  envy  the  blessed  condition  of  depend- 
ent Canada,  when  compare^  to  the  oppressed  state  of  this 
Union;  aad  it  m  a  hir  inference  frtan  the  view  which  he 
presents^  Oiat  he  would  have  ut  to  hasten  back  to  the 
golden  <hiy8  of  tliat  colonial  bondage,  which  is  so  well  de- 
picted  in  me  workfrom  which  I  have  been  qaotinr.  Mr. 
hec  exhibits  two  tabular  statements,  in  one  of  which  he 
presents  the  big^i  duties  which  he  represents  to  be  paid  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the  other,  those 
which  are  paid  in  Canada,  generally  about  two  per  cent, 
ad  valorem.  But  did  it  not  occur  to  him  that  the  duties 
levied  in  Canada  are  paid  chiefly  on  British  manufacture^ 
or  on  articles  pasmng  feom  one  ta  another  part  of  a  com- 
mon eippiret  and  that,  to  present  a  parallel  case,  in  the 
United  States  he  ought  to  have  shown  that  importations 
made  into  one  State  from  another,  which  are  now  free, 
are  subject  to  the  s^e  or  higher  dutiea  than  are  paid  in 
Canada? 

I  mil  now,  Mr.  President,  proceed  to  a  more  particular 
coilsldenition  of  the  argurnenta  urged  against  the  protect- 
ive system,  and  an  inquiry  into  its  practical  operation, 
e^eciatly  on  the  cotton-growing  country.  And,  as  I  wish 
to  state  and  meet  the  argnment  fairly,  I  invite  correction 
of  my  statement  of  it,  if  imcesary.  It  is  alleged  tliat  the 
system  operates  prejudicially  to  the  cotton  planter,  by  di- 
minishing the  foreign  dfcmand  for  his  staple-,  that  we  can- 
not sell  to  Great  Britain,  unless  we  buy  from  hcrt  that  the 
import  duty  is  equivalent  to  an  export  duty,  and  falls  upon 
the  cotton  grower;  that  Seuth  Carolina  pays  a  dispropor- 
tionate quota  of  the  public  revenue;  that  an  abandonment 
of  the  protective  policy  woulfl  lead  to  an  augmenta'Uon  of 
our  exports  of  an  amount  not  leas  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millionsvf dollars;  and,  finally,  that  the  South  cannot 
parbtke  of  the  advantages  of  manufacturing,  if  tliere  be 
any.  Let  us  examine  these  various  proportions,  in  detail. 
1.  That  the  forewn  demand  for  cotton  is  diminished;  and 
that  we  cannot  adl  to  Great  Bribun  unless  we  buy  from 
her.  The  demand  of  both  our  great  foreign  customers  is 
constantly  and  annually  increasing.  It  is  true  ttiat  the 
ratio  of  the  increase  may  not  be  equal  to  that  of  produc- 
tion; but  this  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing the  raw  material  is  much  greater,  and  is  therefore 
constantly  in  the  advance  of  the  power  of  consumption. 
A  single  fact  will  illustrate.  l*he  average  produce  of  la- 
borers engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton  may  be  esti- 
mated atnve  bale^  or  fifteen  hundredweight  to  the  hand. 
Supposing  the  annual  avert^  consumption  of  each  indi- 
vidual  who  uses  cotton  cloth  to  be  five  pounds,  one  hand 
can  produce  enough-of  the  raw  material  to  clothe  three 
hundred. 

Tile  argument  comprehends  two  errors,  one  of  ftctand 


tiie  oUier  of  principle.  It  iMumea  that  wc  do  not  in  fkct 
parchase  of  Great  Britain.  What  is  the  true  state  of  the 
case?  Hiere  are  certun,  but  very  few  articles  which  it  is 
thought  sound  policy  requires  that  we  should  manuftcture 
at  home,  and  on  these  the  tariff  operates.  But,  with  re- 
spect to  all  the  rest,  and  much  the  larger  number  of  arti- 
cles of  taste,  ftshion,  or  utilihr,  they  arc  subject  to  no 
other  than  revenue  duties,  ami  are  freely  introduced.  I 
have  before  me,  from  the  treasury,  a  statement  of  our  im- 
ports from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  inchiding  ten 
years  preceding  the  last,  and  three  quarters  of  the  last 
year,  from  which  it  will  appear  that,  although  there  are 
some  fluctuations  in  tbe  amount  of  the  different  years,  the 
largest  amount  imported  in  any  one  year  has  been  nnce 
the  uriff  of  1824,  and  that  tbe  last  year's  importation, 
when  the  returns  of  the  fourth  quarter  ihall  be  received, 
will  probably  be  the  greatest  in  the  whcde  term  of  elerea 
years. 

Now,  if  it  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  less  amount  of  the 
protected  articles  imported  from  Great  Britain,  she  may 
be,  and  probably  is,  compensated  for  the  deficiency^  by 
the  increased  consumption  in  America  of  the  articles  of 
her  industry  not  falling  within  the  scope  of  the  policy 
of  our  protection.  Tbe  establidiment  of  manu&ctures 
among  us  excites  the  creation  of  wealth,  and  this  gives 
new  powers  of  consumption,  which  are  gratified  by  the 
purchase  of  foreign  objects.  A  poor  natitm  can  never  be 
a  great  consuming  nation.  Its  poreriy  will  linut  its  con- 
sumption to  bare  subastence. 

The  erroneous  principle  which  the  argument  includes^ 
is,  that  it  devolves  on  us  the  du^  of  taking  care  that  Great 
Britain  shall  be  enabled  to  purchase  from  us,  without  ex- 
acting from  Great  Britain  the  corresponding  du^.  If  it 
be  true,  on  one  ude,  that  nations  are  bound  to  sbiq>e  thdr 
poUcy  in  reference  to  the  abihty  of  foreign  Powers,  it 
most  be  true  on  both  rides  of  the  Atlantic.  And  this  re- 
ciprocal obligation  ought  to  be  emphatically  regarded 
towards  tbe  nation  supplying  the  raw  material,  by  the 
manu&cturing  nation,  because  the  industry  of  the  latter 
gives  four  or  five  values  to  what  had  been  produced  by 
the  industry  of  tbe  former. 

But,  does  Great  Britjdn  practise  towards  ns  upon  the 
principles  whidi  we  are  now  required  to  observe  ui  re- 
gard to  her?  The  exports  to  tiie  United  Kingdom,  as  ap- 
pears  from  the  same  treasury  statement  just  adverted  to, 
during  eleven  years,  from  1831  to  1831,  and  exclu^ve  of 
the  fourth  quarter  of  tbe  last  year,  &U  short  of  tiie  amount 
of  inserts  by  upwards  of  forty-six  millions  of  dollar^  and 
the  total  amount,  when  the  returns  .of  that  quarter  are 
received,  will  exceed  fif^  miUioni  of  dollars!  It  is  sur- 
priring  how  we  have  been  able  to  austsin,  tar  wa  long  a 
time,  a  trade  so  very  unequal.  "We  must  have  been  abso- 
lutely ruined  by  it,  if  the  unfavorable  balance  had  not 
been  neutraLzed  by  more  profitable  commerce  with  other 

[>art«  of  the  world.  Of  ul  nations  Great  Britain  has  the 
east  cause  to  complain  of  tbe  trade  between  tbe  two 
countries.  Our  imports  fVom  that  ungle  Power  are  nearly 
one-third  of  tbe  entire  amount  of  our  importations  from 
all  foreign  countries  together.  Great  Briti^n  eonstintly 
acta  on  tbe  maxim  of  buying  only  what  iho  wants  and 
cannot  produce,  and  selling  to  furagn  nations  the  atmoct 
amount  she  can.  In  conformity  witii  this  maximi  she  ex- 
cludes articles  of  prone  necesnty  produced  by  u»— equal- 
ly if  not  more  necessary  than  any  of  her  industry  which 
we  tax,  although  tbe  adnussion  of  tboae  articles  would 
increase  our  ability  to  purchaie  from  her,  ace<»ding  to  tbe 
argumentof  gentlemen. 

If  we  pttrchaaedatill  lets  frnn  Great  Britain  than  we  do, 
and  our  con^ons  were  rercrted,  so  that  the  tsJuc  of  her 
imports  from  this  country  exceeded  that  of  her  exports  to 
it,  she  would  only  then  be  compelled  to  do  what  we  have 
so  long  done,  and  what  South  Carolina  does,  in  her  trade 
with  Kentucky— makeiip  for  the  unhvoraUe  Iwlance  by 
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trtde  with  other  plftoea  and  countries.  Hov  doea  ahe 
new  di^Mpe  of  the  me  hundred  and  aix^  nUIUoiw  of  di^ 
bn  worth  of  cotton  &bric3^  which  Ae  mnuidly  tttHhi 
Of  th&t  amount  the  United  States  do  not  purchase  five  per 
cent.  What  becomes  of  the  other  ninety'ftre  per  cent.  ? 
Is  it  not  sold  to  other  Powers,  and  ^uld  not  their  mar- 
kets remain  if  ours  were  totally  shutf  Would  she  not 
continue,  as  she  now  finds  it  her  interest,  to  purchase  the 
raw  material  from  us,  to  supply  those  markets^  Would 
she  be  ^ilty  of  tlie  folly  of  depriving  herself  of  markets 
to  the  amouirt  of  upwaids  of  tl50,000,000,  beoause  we 
refiued  her  a  market  for  some  eight  or  ten  milHons^ 

But  if  there  were  a  diminution  of  the  British  demand 
for  cotton,  equal  to  the  loss  of  a  market  for  the  few  Bri- 
tish &bries  which  are  within  the  scope  of  our  protecUve 
policy,  the  question  would  still  remain,  whether  the  cotton 
planter  is  not  amply  indemnified  by  the  creation  of  addi- 
tional demand  elsewhere.  With  remect  to  the  cotton 
erower,  it  is  the  totaSiu  of  the  demaitd,  and  not  its  dutri- 
button,  which  affects  his  interests.  If  any  systemof  policy 
will  augment  the  agf^gate  of  the  demand,  that  system  is 
&vonble  to  lus  interests,  although  its  tendency  may  be  to 
vary  the  theatre  of  the  demand,  ft  could  not,  for  exam- 
ple, be  injurious  to  him,  if,  instead  of  Great  Britain  con- 
tinuing to  receive  the  entire  quantity  of  cotton  which  she 
now  does^  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  bales  of  it  were 
taken  to  the  other  side  of  the  channel,Hnd  increased,  to  that 
extent,  the  French  demand.  It  would  be  better  fat  him,  be- 
cause it  is  always  better  to  have  several  markets  than 
one.  Now,  if,  instead  of  a  transfer  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  channel  of  those  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  bales, 
they  are  transported  to  the  Northern  States,  can  that  be 
iiijurioua  to  the  cotton  groweri^  Is  it  not  better  for  him? 
Is  it  not  better  to  have  a  market  at  home,  unaffected  by 
war  or  otber  foreign  causes,  for  that  .amount  of  his  staple? 

if  the  establidiment  of  American  manu&cture^  there- 
fore,  bad  the  aole  effect  of  creating-  a  new,  and  an  Ameri-. 
can,  demand  fur  cotton,  exadly  to  the  same  extent  iii  which 
it  lessened  the  British  dems^nd,  there  would  be  no  just 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  tarifl".  Th*  gain  in  one 
place  would  precisely  equal  the  loss  in  the  other.  But  the 
true  state  of  the  matter  is  much  more  farorable  to  the  cot- 
ton grower.  It  is  calculated  that  the  cotton  manu&etories 
of  this  United  States  absorb  at  least  two  hundred  thousand 
bales  of  cotton  annuaUr.  I  belieTe  it  to  be  mwe.  The 
two  p«ts  of  Boston  «id  Fnn^dence  alone  reodved,  during 
the  last  year,  near  one  Imndred  and  ten  thousand  bales. 
The  amount  is  annually  inereanng.  The  raw  material  of 
that  two  hundred  thousand  bales  is  worth  six  millions,  and 
there  is  an  additional  value  confctred'by  the  manu&cturer, 
of  eighteen  milltons}  it  being  generally  calculated  tbat.  In 
auch  cotton  fabrics  as  we  are  in  ttie  habit  of  making,  the 
laanuftcture^  constitutes  three.fourths  of  the  value  of  the 
article,  titerefim,  these  twenty-four  milUons  worth 
of  cotton  bbrics  w«re  not  made  in  the  United  States,  but 
were  manufactured*  in  Gt«st  tBritun.  in  order  to  obtain 
them,  we  ^ould  have  to  add  to  the  already  enprmous  dia- 
pruportion  betweeo  the  amount  of  our  impofta  and  ex- 
ports, in  tlie  trade  with  Great  Brltwn,  the  further  sum  of 
twenty-four  milliona,  or,  deducting  the  price  of  the  mw  map 
terial,  eighteen  millions'  And  will  gentlemen  tell  me  bflw 
it  would  be  possible  for  this  country  to  sustain  snell  a  niin- 
oua  trade?  Fnm  all  that  portion  of  the  United  States 
lying  noi^  and  east  of  James  river,  and  west  of  the  moun- 
tauu.  Great  Britain  receives  comparatively  nothing.  How 
would  it  be  poauble  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  largest  por- 
tion of  our  territory  to  supply  themselves  with  cotton  fa- 
brics, if  they  were  brought  from  England  exclusively  ? 
They  could  not  do  it.  But  for  the  exbtenee  of  the  Ame- 
rican manufacture,  they  would  be  compelled^eatly  to  cur- 
tail their  supplies,  if  not  absolutely  to  suffer  in  theircom- 
fmts.  By  Its  existence  at  hmne,  the  drcle  of  tboae  ex- 
cbai^ea  is  created,  iriiieh  retuprocally  diffbaes  among  all 
Vot.  vm  18 


who  are  embrax^d  within  it  the  productions  of  thar  re- 
spective indostiy.  The  cotton  grower  sells  the  raw  in». 
tend  to  the  manufacturer;  he  buys  the  iron,  the  bread,  the 
meat,  the  eoai,  and  the  countiess  number  of  objects  cmT  hia 
consiwption,  from  his  fellow-citizens,  and  tiiey,  in  turn, 
purchase  his  fabrics  Putting  it  upon  the  ground  merely 
of  supplying  those  with  neceasary  articlea,  who  could  not 
otherwise  obtain  them,  ought  there  to  be,  from  any  quar- 
ter, anobjectiocvto  the  oflTy  system  by  which  that  object 
can  be  accompUUiedf  But  can  ^ere  be-  any  douh^  witii 
those  wh«  will  feficot,  that  the  actual  amount  of  cotten 
emsumed  is  ioercwed  by  the  home  mami&ctnref  The 
m«n  argument  of  genUemen  is  founded  -uoon  the  idea  of 
mutual  ability  resultii^  from  mutu^  eztmaoges.  Tl^r 
would  furnish  an  ability  to  foreign  nations  by  purobaiing 
from  them,  and  I,  to  our  own  people,  by  exchanges  at 
home.  If  the  American  manufacture  were  diseoDtmiedf 
and  that  of  Ki^Iand  were  to  t^e  jta  phwe,  how  woaldriie 
sell  the  additi<Hial  quanti^  of  tweBty-mirmilHooi  of  oottoo 
goods  which  we  now  makef  "torn*  That  has  been  shown 
to  be  impracticable.  To  other  foreign  nations^  8b«  has 
already  pushed  her  supplies  to  them  to  the  utmostextent. 
The  ultimate  consequence  would,  then,  be  to  din^niab 
the  total  consumption  of  cotton,  to  ssy  nothing  now  of  the 
reduction  of  price  that  would  take  place  by  t&owing  into 
the  ports  of  &eat  Britiun  the  two  hundred  thousand  bales 
which,  no  longer  being  mamiAetaicd  in  the  United  fltafeeii 
would  go  tUtner.  ■ 

3.  Thattheimpcttdutyisequivalenttoanexportduty, 
and  falls  on  the  prodncer  of  cottcm. 

[Here  Mr.  HAYNE  explained,  and  said  that  he  never 
contended  titat  an  hqpbrt'duty  was  equivalent  to  an  export 
duty,  under  all  circumstances}  he  bad  expluned  in  lus 
speech  his  ideas  of  the  prfeciae  operation  of  the  eusting  ty*- 
tern.  To  which  Mr.  OLAY  replied  thi^  he  had  seen  the 
argument  so  stated  in  tome  cS  their^[elliolU  eamya  from 
the  South  Candina  pres^  and  would  therefore  answer  it] 

The  framers  irf  our  constitution,  by  granting  tiie  power 
to  Congress  to  Uy  import,  and  prohibiting  that  of  lay- 
ing an  export  dutjr,  manifested  that  they  did  not  reganl 
them  as  equivalent.'  Nor  does  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind, •  Au  export  fastens  upon,  and  incorpmates  ibwlf 
with,  the  article  on  which  it  is  laid.  The  article  cannot 
escapfe  from  it — it  pursues  and  follows  it  wherever  the  ar- 
ticle goes;  and'  if,  in  the  IbrMgn  .market,  the  lufnily  is 
above  or  just  equal  to  the  demand,*  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
port du^  will  be  a  clear  deduction  to  the  exporter  fnnn 
the'  price  of  the  article.  •  But  an  import  duty  on  a  foreign 
irtiele  leaves  the  expo]*ter  of  the  domestic  article  free,  1st, 
to  import  speuet  3dly,*  goods  which  are  free  from  the 
protecting  dut^ f  or,  3dly,  such  goods  ai^  bemg  t^Ufgt- 
able  wiUi  tte  protecting  dul^,  he  can  sell  at  home,  and 
throw  the  dh^  on  the  cj^Muman 

But  it  is  cotifideatly  argo^  that  the  import  du^  falls 
upon  the  grower  of  cottopi  and  the  ease  has  been  put  in 
.debate,  and  agurf  and  again,  inconTersatirai,  of  the  South 
Carolina  planter,  who  exports  one  hundred  hales  of  cotton 
to  Liverpool,  exchanges  tiiem  for  one  hundred  bales  of 
merchan^se,  and,  when  he  brings  them  home,  being  com- 
pelled to  leave  at  the  customhouse  forty  bales  in  the  form 
ofduties.  Theargumentiafouiidadonttieaauuptiontfatf 
adiity  of  forty  per  cent  amounts  to  a  subtraction  of  forty 
from  the  hundred  bales  of  merchandise.  The  first  <^jeo- 
tion  to  it  ia,  that  it  supposes  a  case  of -barter  which  never 
occurs.  If  it  be  replied  that  it,  nera-tbeleaa,  occurs  in 
the  operations  oS  commerce,  the  answer  would  be,  that, 
rince  the  export  of  Carolina  cotton  ia  chiefly  made  by 
New  York  or  ftveign  merchants,  the  loss  stated,  if  it  really 
accrued,  would  fall  upon  them,  and  not  upon  the  planter. 
But,  to  test  the  eorreetnem  ni  the  hypoUietical  case,  let 
us  suppose  that  the  du^,  instead  of  for^  percent.,  ^woU 
be  one  hundred  and  filW,  wlUeh  is  asserted  to  be  the  duty 
in  some  cases.  Hien,  the  planter  would  not  on^y  lose  the 
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vhole  hundred  bales  of  merchandise  which  he  had  ^ten 
Jbr  bia  hundred  bales  of  cotton*  but  he  would  have  to  pur- 
ohaae,  iriti^  odier  metm,  an  additional  fifty  bales,  in  order 
to  enable  bim  to  pay  the  duties  acomin^  on  the  proceeds 
1^  the  cotton.  Another  answer  is,  that  if  the  producer 
of  cotton  in  America,  exchanged  agtinRt  English  fabrics, 
pays  the  duty,  the  prodaea\.m  those  fabrica  also  pays  it, 
and  then  it  is  twice  paid.  Such  must  be  the  consequence, 
unless  the  pnncipl6  is  true  oil  one  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  false  on  the.otlier.  ,  I'he  true  anawer  is,  that  the  ex- 
porter of  an  article,  if  he  inreats  its  proceeds  \»  a  foreign 
market,  takes  care  to  make  the  inmstmeBt  in  such  iner- 
obandise  as,  when  brought  hooie,  he  can  sell  witti  a  ftir 
profit;  and,  conaeqifcnlly,  the  consumer  would  pay  the 
original  cost  and  charges  and  profit. 

3.  The  next  objection  to  the  American  system  is,  that 
it  subjects  South  Carolina  to  the  payment  of  an  undue 
proportion  of  the  public  revenue.  The  basis  of  this  ob- 
jection is  the  assumption,  shpwn  to  have  been  erroneous, 
Hat  the  producer  of  the  'exports  fi*om  this  country  pays 
the  duty  on  its  imports,  instead  of  the  consumer  of  those 
imports.  The  amount  vluch  South  Cftrolina  really  con- 
tnbutes  t3  the  pubUc  revenue,  no  more  than  that  of  any 
other  State,  can  be  predsely  ascertained.  It  depentls 
upon  her  consumption  of  articles  paying  duties,  and  we 
may  moke  an  approximation  sufficient  for  all  pmctical  pur- 
poses. The  cotton  planters  of  the  valley  of  the  Misms- 
sippi,  with  which  1  am  acquiunted,  generally  expend  about 
ooe^liird  of  their  income  in  tho  sup^rt  of  their  families 
and  plantations.  On  this  subject,  I  hold  in  my  hantls  a 
statement  from  a  friend  of  mine,  t>f  great  accuracy,  and  a 
member  of  the  Senate.  According  to  this  statement,  in 
a  crop  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  expenses  may  fluctuute 
between  two  thousand  eight  hondred  dollars  and  three 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  about  one- 
fourth,  from  seven  to  -  tight  hundred  dollars,  may  be  laid 
out  in  articles  paying  the  prc^cting  duty  t  the  resitlue  is 
disbursed  for  provisions,  mules,  horses,  oxen,  wages  of 
overseer,  &c.  '  Estimating  the  exports  of  South  Carolina 
at  eight  millions,  one-third  is  two  millian  nx  hundred  and 
sixty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  doUarst  of 
which,  one-fourth  will  be  six  hundredandnxty-aixthQUsand 
six  hundred  and  »xty.six  and  tWo-thirda  dollars.  Now, 
supposing  the  protecting. duty  to  be  liAy  per  ccitt.,  and 
tfiat  it  all  enters  into  the  price  of  the  article,  the  amount 
paid  by  South  Carolina  wij^ld  only  be  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  tltirty-three  and 
one-third  dollars.  -But  the  total  rr^venue  «f  the  United 
States  may  be  stated  at  twenty-fife  millions,  of  which,  tfic 
proportion  of  South  Carolina,  whatever  standard,  whellier 
of  wealth  or  population,  be  adoptcil,  would  be  about  one 
million.  Of  course,  on  thisviewOf  the  subject;  she  actually 

riys  only  about  oiic-Uiird  of  her  fair  and  legitimate  rfiare. 
repeat,  tluU  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  habits 
of  actual  expenditure  \fl  Soi^th  Cnrolinat  they  may  be 
greater  than  1  liave  stated,  in 'respect  tb-othef  parts  of  tl)c 
cotton  country,  but,  if  they  are,  tliat  fact  does  not  arise 
from  any  defect  in  the  ^  stcm  of  public  policy. 

4.  An  abandonment  of  the  American  system,  it  is 
urged,  wotdd  lead  to  an  addition  to  our  exports  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  The  amoimt  of  one 
hundred  and  ftfty  millions  of  cotton,  in  the  raw  state, 
would  produce  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  in  the  ma- 
nu&cturcd  state,  Biippoaing  no  greater  meastire  of  value 
to  be  commimicated,  in  the  manufactured  form,  than  that 
which  our  industry  imparts.  Now,  sir,  •where  would 
markets  be  found  for  this  vast  addition  to-the  supply? 
Not  ill  the  United  States,  certwidy,  nor  in  any  othtr 
quarter  of  the  globe,  Biigland  liaving  already  every  where 
pressed  her  cotton  manufactures  to  tlie  utmost  point  of 
repletion.  Wc  must  look  out  for  new  worlds  seek  for 
new  and  unknown  races  of  mortal)',  to  consamc  this  im- 
mense iiici'eue  ofcotton  fiibrics. 


[Mr.  H  AYNG  said  that  he  did  not  mean  that  the  increase 
of  one  Imndred  and  fifty  millions  to  the  amount  of  our 
exporti,  would  be  of  cotton  ak>ne,  but  of  other  articks-l 
What  o/Aer  artidea?  Agricultural  produce— bread 
stuffs — beef  and  pork?  &c.  JVhere  shall  we  find  markets 
for  tliem?  Whither^itW  we  go?  To  toActf  country,  whose 
porta  are  not  hermetically  sealed  against  their  admission? 
Break  down  the  home  market,  and  you  are  without  re- 
source. Destroy  all  other  interests'in  the  country,  for 
the  imaginary  purpose  of  advancii^  tlie  cotton-planting 
interest,  and  ^ou  inflict  a  poutive  injury,  without  the 
smallest  practical  benefit  to  the  cotton  planter-  CoaM. 
Charleston,  or  the  whole  South,  wlien  all  other  markets 
are  prostrated,  or  shut  against  the  reception  of  the  surplus 
of  our  farmers,  receive  that  surplus?  Would  they  buy 
more  than  they  might  want  for  their  own  consumption? 
Could  they>find  markets  which  other  parts  of  the  Union 
could  not?  Would  gentlemen  force  the  freemen  of  all, 
north  of  James  river,  east  and  west,  like  the  misera- 
ble slave,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  to  repair  to  Charleston, 
with  a  turkey  under  his  arm,  or  a  puck  upcm  his  back, 
and  beg  the  clerk  of  Muie  English  or  Scotch  merchant, 
living  in  liis  go^eous  palace,  or  rolling  in  his  splendkl 
coach  in  the  streets,  to  exchange  his  "trud^'  for  a  bit  of 
flannel  to  cover  his  naked  wife  and  childrenf  No!  )  am 
sure  that  1  do  no  more  than  justice  to  their  hearts,  when 
I  believe  that  they  would  reject  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
inevitable  effects  of  thnr  policy. 

5.  But  it  is  contended,  m  the  last  place,  that  the  South 
cannot,  from  physical  and  other  causes,  engage  in  the 
manutiicturing  arts.  I  deny  the  premises,  and  I  deny  the 
conclusion.  I  deny  the  fact  of  inability,  and,  if  it  existed, 
i  deny  the  conclusion  that  we  must,  therefore,  break 
down  our  manufactiires,  and  nourish  those  of  foreign 
countries.  The  South  possesses,  in  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree, two  of  the  most  important  elements  of  manawctiir- 
ing  industiy— water  power  and  labor,  llie  fermer  j^ves 
.  to  our  whole  country  a  most  decided  advantage  over  Great 
Britain.  But  n  single  experiment,  stated  by  tlie  gentle- 
man from  SouUi  Carolina,  in  which  a  faitlilesa  slave  put 
the  torch  toamanufuctunng  establishment,  has  discourag- 
ed similar  enterprises.  We  have,  in  Kentucky,  the  same 
description  of  population,  and  we  employ  them,  and  almost 
exclusively  employ  them,  in  many  of  our  hemp  manufac- 
t(H''.e3.  A  nci^ibor  of  mine,  one  of  our  most  opulent  and 
respectable  citizens,  has  had  one,  two,  if  not  three,  ma- 
nunictories  burnt  by  incen^ariesi  but  he  persevered,  and 
his  perseverance  has  been  rewarded  with  wealth.  Wc 
found  that  it  was  less  expensive  to  keep  night  watcbes,tban 
to  pay  premiums  for  insurance,  and  we  employed  them. 

Let  it>  be  supposed,  however,  that  the  South  cannot 
mantifiLctnrej  must  thpse  parts  of  the  Union  which  em, 
be  therefore  prevented^  Miirt  we  support  tllose  offort-igu 
countries?  I  am  sure  that  injustice  would  be  done  to  t^ie 
generous  and  putriotic  nituire  of  South  Caroling,  ifit  were 
believed  that  she  envied  or  repined  At  the  success  of  other 
porticos  Qf  the  Union  in  branches  of  industry  to  wKich  she 
might  happen  not  to  be  adapted.  Tliroiwhout  her  whole 
career  she  Jias  been  liberal,  national,  hi^-mind^. 

Ttie  friends  of  tjie  American  system  havai  been  remind- 
ed, by  the  honorable  gentleman  front  iklaryland,  -  [Mr. 
SxiTir,]  thattheyare  theini0<aity,  andhe  has  admonished 
them  to  exercise  their  power  in  moderation.  I'he  mjoriiy 
ought  never  to  trample  upon  the  ferlin^f^'wlate  the 
just  lights  of  the  mimvity.  They  ought  nef  er  totrtvmph 
over  Uie  fallen,  nor  to  make  any  but  a  temperate  and 
equitable  use  of  their  poWer.  But  these  counsels  come 
with  an  iH  grace  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland-  He, 
too,  is  a  member  of  a  nuijorify — a  political  trmjority.  Ami 
bow  has  the  administration  of  that  majority  exercised  their 
power  in  litis  country  ?  Recall  to  }  our  rec<4lectioii  the 
4th  of  March,  1829,  wlieo  the  lank^'-lean,  faniisheil  forms, 
from  fen  and  forest,  and  the  four  quwters  of  the  Vn'on, 
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gathered  together  in  the  halh  oT  patronage,  ot  atealing, 
by-  evemng's  tmligfat,  mto  the  apartments  of  the  Prew* 
tknt's  mimnont  cried  out,  with  ghaatly  Awes,  and  in 
sepulchral  tones.  Give  us  bread!  Give  us  treasury  pap! 
Give  us  our  reward*  Enf^nd's  bard  was  m'lstalceni  giiosts 
will  sotDctimes  come,  called  or  uncalled.  Go  to  the  fami- 
lies who  were  driven  from  the  employmenU  on  whicli 
thejr  were  dependent  fur  subustence,  in  consequence  of 
their  exercne  of  the  dearest  right  of  freemen.  Go  to 
mothers,  whilst  hugging  to  their  boaonu  their  starviitg 
children.  Go  to  fathers,  who,  after  being  disquidtfied,  by 
long  fiubKe  service,  for  any  other  business,  were  stripped 
of  their  bumble  places,  and  then  sought,  by  the  minions  of 
luitbority,  to  be  stripped  of  all  that  was  I(;ft  them— their 
eood  names — snd  ask,  what  mercy  was  shown  to  them !  As 
for  myself,  born  in  the  midst  of  the  revolution,  the  first 
air  that  I  ever  breathed  on  my  native  soil  of  Virginia  hav- 
ing been  that  of  liberty  and  independence,  I  never  ex- 
pected justwe  avt  desired  tnercy  at  their  Imndst  and 
scorn  the  wrath,  and  defy  the  oppression  of  power! 

I  regret,  Vtr*  President,  that  one  topic  lias,  1  think  un- 
necessarily, been  introduced  into  this  debate.  1  allude  to 
the  charge  brought  against  the  manufacturing  system,  as 
favoring  the  growth  of  ari3tt>cracy.  If  it  were  true,  would 
gentlemen  Meier  supporting  roreign  accumulations  of 
wealth,  by  uutt  description  of  industry,  rather  than  tbeir 
own  country*  But  is  it  coneet^  The  joint  Hock  com- 
panies of  ue  North,  as  I  understand  them,  are  nothing 
more  than  associations,  sometimes  of  hundreds)  by  means 
of  which  the  small  earnings  of  many  are  brought  into  a 
cammon  stock;  and  the  Rssociates,  obtaining  corporate 
privileges,  are  enabled  to  prosecute.-under  one  superin- 
tending head,  their  business  to  better  wlvanti^fe.  Nothing 
can  be  more  essentially  democratic,  or  better  devised  to 
counterpoiw  the  inlfaenoe  of  individual  weaHh.  In  Ken- 
tucky, aliiMst  ever^  manufactory  known  to  tne  is  in  the 
hands  «f  enterprising  self^nade  men,  who  tiav«  acquired 
whatever  wealth  th  w  possess  by.  patient  and  diligent  labor. 
Comparisons  are  odioMS,  aBd,'bn(r  iif  defence,  would  not 
be  made  by  me.  But  is  there  more  tendemf  to  aristo- 
cracy in  a  maifufactory,  supporting  hundreds  of  freemen, 
or  in  a  cotton  plantation,  with  its  not  lesa  nnmerons  slaves, 
sustuiring,  perhaps,  only  two  white  familie»-4iat  of  the 
master  aad  the  overseer^ 

I  paM,  wiUi  pleasure,  from  this  disagree^le  topic  to 
two  generd  proposHions  which  cover  the  entire  ground 
of  debate.  The  first  is,  that,  under  the  operation  of  the 
American  system,  the  objects  which  it  protects  and  fosters 
are  brought  to  the  eonmtmer  at  cheaper  prices  than  they 
commanded  prior  to  its  introduction,  or  than  they  would 
command  if  it  did  not  exist.  If  that  be  true,  ought  not 
the  eountty  to  be  contented  and  satisfied  with  the  system, 
uiriess  the  second  propoaitiBn,  which  I  mean  presently 
also  to  consider,  ia'unfbunded^  And  thM  la,  that  the  ten- 
dency of  the  ^stem  i«  to  sustain,  and  that  it  has  uphdd, 
the  prices  of  all  our  agricultural  and  other  produce,  in- 
cluding cotton. 


And  ik  the  &ct  not  indisputable,  tiiat  all  essential  objects 
of  conxumption,  affected  by  the  tariff*,  are  cheaper  and 
better,  since  the  act  of  1824,  than  they  were  for  several 
years  prior  to  that  bw^  I  appeal,  for  its  truth,  to  com- 
mon observation  and  to  all  practical  men.  I  appeal  to 
the  farmer  of  the  country,  whether  he  does  not  purchase, 
on  better  terms,  his  iron,  salt,  brown  sugar,  cotton  goods, 
and  wooRens,  for  his  laboring  people.  And  I  ask  the 
cotton  planter  if  he  has  not  been  better  and  more  cheaply 
nipplied  with  his  cotton  bagging.  In  regard  to  this  latter 
article,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  I  complained  that,  under  the  existing 
du^,  the  luntoekymanufiwturer  could  ikA  compete  with 
the  Scotch.  The  Kentuckian  fiinuabes  a  more  nbstan- 
tia)  and  a  cheaper  artick,  and  at  a  more  uniform  and  re- 


of  which  I  did  complain;  not  smil^^gting,  in  the  common 
sense  of  that  praetice,  which  has  something  b^  daving, 
and  enterprising;  in  it,  but  mean,  bar^aeed  cheating  by 
fraudulent  invoices  and  fidse  denomination. 

I  plant  myself  upim  this  FACT  of  cheapness  and  supe- 
riority, as  upon  impregnable  ground.   Gentlemen  may 
tax  their  ingehuity,  andproduee  a  thousand  speculative 
?olutiona  of  Uie  fact,  but  the  fact  itself  will  remain  undis- 
turbed.  Let  us  look  into  some  particulai^   The  total 
consumption  of  bar  iron  in  the  United  States  is  suppmed 
to  be  about  one  hundred  and  fort^-six  tiiousaiid  tons,  of 
which  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  ei^  huiiAvd 
and  six^-six  tons  are  made  witliin  'the  country,  and  the 
rcridue  impoi-ted.    The  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
manufacture  is  estimated  at  twenty-nine  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  the  total  number  of  persona 
subsisted  by  it  at  one  hundred  and  forty-aix  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy-three.   The  measure  of  pfotec- 
tiou  extended  to  this  neeesaaty  article  was  new  tvXtf 
adequate  until  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1838;  and  what 
lias  been  the  cotisequence^    The- annual  increase  ot 
quantity,  since  that  period,  has  been  in  a  ratio  of  near 
^went^-five  per  cent-,  and  the  wholesale  price  of  bar 
iron  in  tbe  Northern  6ities  ww,  ifi  1838,  one  hundred 
aod  five  dollars  per  ton;  in  1829,  one  hundred  dollars; 
in  1830,  iiinely  dtHlarS;  and  in  1831,  fr«&  eigfa^-4ve 
to  sevens-five  dolhrs— constontly  Amiidihing.   We  im- 
port very  little  IBnglish  boo,  and  tliat  which  we  do  is 
very  inferior,  and  oily-adapted  to  a  few  purposes.  In 
instituting  a  comparison  between  that  infenor  article  and 
our  superior  iron,  subjects,  entirely  Afferent,  are  com- 
pared.   They  are  made  by  different  processes.  The  Eng- 
lish caniurt  make  iron  of  eqori  quality  to  ours,  at  a  lesa 
price  than  we  do.    They  hare  three  r-husei^  beat-bes^ 
and  beat,  and  ordinwy.   It  is  the  latter  whkh  is  imported. 
Of  the  whole  amount  Imported,  there  is  only  about  four 
thousand  tons  of  forogn  iron  that  pays  the  Idgh  dttfyt 
the  residue  paving  only  a  duty  of  about  thirty  per  oent., 
estimated  on  the  prices  of  the  importation  of*^  1829.  Our 
iron  ore  is  superior  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  yieldmg  often 
from  Mxty  to  eighty  per  cent.,  whilst  theirs  produces  only 
about  twenty-five.    Ttiu  &xX  is  so  well  known,  tluit  I 
have  heard  «  recent  expmtetions  of  iron  ore  to  England. 

It  faaftbeen  alleged  tiiat  bar  iron,  being  a  raw  matetial, 
ought  to  he  admitted  Ave,  or  with  low  duties,  for  the  sake 
of  the  manu&cturers  themsdve*.  But  I  take  this  to  be 
the  true  principle,  that,  if  our  countrris  producing  a  raw 
material  of  prime  neces^,  and,  with  reasonable  protec- 
tion, can  produce  it  in  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  our 
wants,  that  raw  material  ought  to  be  protected,  although 
it  may  be  proper  to  protect  tbe  aitiete  also  out  of  wtuch 
it  is  manu&ctiired.  Hie  tailor  will  ask  protection  fbr 
himself  but  wishes  it  detued  to  the  grower  wool  and 
tlie  manulaoturer  of  broadcloth,  l^e  ootton  planter  en- 
oys  proteotion  for  the  raw  material,  but  does  not  desire 
it  to  be  extended  to  the  cotton  manufacturer.  The  sfaip- 
builder  will  ask  protection  for  navigation,  but  does  not 
wish  it  extended  to  the  essential  articles  which  enter  into 
the  construction  of  his  ^ip.  Bach,  in  his  pn^r  voca- 
tion, sfdi^ts  protection,  but  would  have  it  denied  to  all 
oflier  interests  whk^  are  supposed  to  ccone  hite  oiMrion 
inth  his.  Now,  the  duty  of  the  statesman  is,  to  elevate 
himself  above  these  petty  conflicts;  calmly,  to  survey  all 
the  various  interests,  and  deliberately  to  proportion  the 
measure  of  protection  to  eacb,  according  to  its  nature 
and  to  the  general  wants  of  society.  It  is  qiute  possible 
that,  in  the  degree  of  protection  which  has  been  afforded 
to  the  various  workers  in  iron,  there  may  be  some  errw 
committed,  although  I  have  btely  read  an  argument  of 
much  ability,  proving  that  no  Injustice  Iim  really  been 
done  to  them.  If  there  be.  It  ought  to  be  remedied. 
Hie  nest  aHiole  to  which  I  would  call  the  attention  of 


guhrpcioe.  "Itat  it  im  the  teod^  the 'ririatioiv  of  bw,  tiie  Senate,  is  thftt  of  cotton  ftbiios.  -The  •oceemtf'oiir 
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llMnufecture  of  coane  tibttons  is  g^nenlly  admitted.  It 
is  demotutrated  by  the  fact  that  they  meet  the  ccrtton 
fabrics  of  other  countries  in  foreign  marketi,  and  main- 
tun  a  Buccessful  c«npetition  with  tBera.  There  baa  been 
a  gndoal  increase  the  export  ttf  thia  article,  which  ia 
■ent  to  Nnrico  and  the  Soutii  American  republici,  to  the 
Me^terranean,  and  eren  to  Asia.  The  remarkable  fact 
was  liAely  commtmicatcd  to  me,  that  the  tame  individual 
who,  twenty-fire  yean  ago,  was  eng^^d  in  the  importa- 
tion of  cotton  cloui  from  Asia,  for  American  consumption, 
is  now  eimged  in  tfie  exportation  of  coarse  American 
cottons  to  ASH,  ftr  Asiatic  consumption !  And  my  honor- 
able friend  mm  HsisaGhusetts,  now  in  nijr  eye,  [Mr. 
SxuBsx,]  infonnedme  that,  on  his  departure  from  home, 
■monK  the  last  orders  which  he  gave,  one  was  for  the  ex- 
poTtation  of  coarse  cottons  to  Sumatra,  in  the  vicinitf  of 
Calcutta!  1  hold  in  my  hand  a  statement,  derived  from  the 
roost  authentic  source,  showing  that  the  identical  descrip- 
tion of  cotton  cloth,  which  sold,  in  1817,  at  twenty-nine  cents 
per  yard,  was  sold,  in  181 9|  at  twen^-one  cents';  in  1821,  at 
lateen  and  a  half  centSf  in  1833,BtseTenteeneents;  and 
in  at  fourteen  and  a  half  cents;  in  1837,  attiiirteen 
centst  in  1839,  at  nine  centst  in  1830,  at  nhw  snd  a  half 
centBtandinl631,atfirj)mtenanda1isfftoeleveiw  Suchis 
the  wonderful  effect  tif  protection,  competition,  and  im- 
provement in  skill,  combined*  The  year  1839  was  one  of 
aome  sufTerinK  to  this  branch  of  industry,  probably  owing 
to  the  prind^  of  competition  be'mg^pusbed  too  nr;  and 
hence  we  observe  a  small  ri|e  in  tiie  Article  the  next  two 
years.  The  introduction  of  calico  jwinting  into  the  Unit- 
ed States  conatitlltea  an  unportant  era  in  our  manufiietur- 
ing  industry.  It  commenced  about  the  year  1825,  and 
has  since  made  such  astoiushing  advances,  that  the  whole 
quantiQr  now  annually  printed  is  but  Itttie  short  of  forty 
milUons  of  yards — about  two4l)irds  of  our  whole  con- 
sumption. It  is  abeautifiil  manubcture,  comlMning  great 
meouuiiekl  alun  with  sdentifie  discoverici  inchenMiy. 
Hie  engraved  eyfinders  for  making  the  impression  re- 
quire mHch  taste,  and  put  in  requisition  the  genius  of  the 
nne  arts  of  design  ana  engraving.  Are  the  fine  graceful 
forms  of  our  fair  country  wcnnen  less  lovely  when  envelop* 
ed  in  the  chintzes  and  calicoes  produced  by  native  indus- 
try, than  when  dothed  in  the  tinsel  of  forngn  drapeir } 

Gentlemen  are,  no  doubt,  surprised  at  thcse'ucts. 
They  should  not  underrate  the  entrgiea,  the  enterprise. 


of  the  I<ord  thy  God."  Aceordingly,  we  behold  them, 
on  that  sacred  day,  assembled  b^i^ther  in  His  temples, 
and,  in  devotional  attitudes  and  with  pious  eountenanees, 
offering  their  prayers  to  Heaven  fer  all  its  blesnngs, 
which  It  is  not  the  least  that  a  mtem  of  policy  has  been 
adopted  by  their  country,  which  adnuts  of  their  obtaui- 
ing  comfortable  subsistence.  Manubctures  have  brought 
into  nrofitable  employment  a  vast  amount  of  female  Iabor» 
which,  without  them,  would  be  lost  to  the  country. 

In  respect  to  woollens,  every  gentleman's  own  observa- 
tion and  experience  mil  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  great 
reduction  td*  price  wtueh  baa  taken  plaoe  in  moat  of  uese 
articles  anoe  tbe  tariffof 1834.  It  would  have  been  still 
J  Tester,  .but  for  the  high  duly  on  the  raw  material  imposed 
:  ar  the  particular  benefit  of  the  farming  intcresL  But,  with- 
out gmng  into  particular  details,  I  shall  Unut  myself  to  in- 
viting the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  «ngle  article  of  gene- 
ral and  necessary  use.  The  protection  given  to  flannel* 
in  1826  was  fulty  adequate.  It  has  enabled  the  American 
manufiioturer  to  obtain  complete  possessionof  tbe  Ameri- 
can market;  and  now  let  us  look  at  the  effect.  1  have 
befort  me  a  statement  from  a  highly  respectable  mercan- 
tile house,  showing  the  price  of  four  descriptions  of  flan- 
nel,  during  six  years.  The  average  price  of  them,  in 
1826,  was  thirty-eight  and  three-quarter  cents;  in  1837, 
thirty-eight;  in  182^  (the  year  of  itie  tariff;)finiy-«x;  in 
1639,  Uurty-six;  in  1630,  (notwithstanding  the  advance  in 
tbe  price  of  wool,)  thnly-two;  aAd  in  1831,  thirty-two 
and  one-quarter.'  lltese  facts  lequirc  nocommcRts.  1 
have  before  me  another  statement,  of  a  practical  and  re- 
spectable man,  welt  versed  in  tbe  Sannel  manufccture  in 
America  and  England,  demonstcating  tbnt  the  cost  of 
manufacture  is  precisely  the  same  in  both  countries;  and 
Uiftt,  altiiough  a  yard  of  flannel,  which  would  sell  in  Eng- 
land at  fifteen  cents,  would  command  here  twenty-two^  the 
difTcrencc  of  seven  cents  is  tbe  exact  ^fierenoe  between 
thecostinthe  twoeountriesfMTthe  h  ounces  of  wool  con- 
tained in  a  yard  of  flannel. 

Browoiugar,duritijFlenyeaN^rroml793to  1802,  wilba 
duty  of  one  and  a  ban  cents  per  pound,  averaged  fourteen 
cents  per  pound.  The  same  artiae,  during  ten  yeara,  from 
1820  to  1830,  with  a  duty  of  three  cents,  has  averaged 
only  eight  cents  per  pound.  Nails,  with  a  duty  of  five 
cents  per  pound,  arc  selling  at  nx  cents.  Window  glass, 
ei^t  by  ten,  prior  to  the  tariff  of  1{K}4»  sold  at  twelve  or 


can  be  effected  by  any  other  people,  if  encouraged  and 
protected  by  the  fostering  care  of  our  own  Government. 
Will  gentieroen  beUeve  the  fret,  which  I  am  authoriied 
now  to  state,  that  the  United  States,  at  this  time,  mann 
fixture  (me  half  the  quantity  of  cotton  which  Great  Hri- 
tidn  did  in  18l6f  We  possess  tiiree  great  advantages: 
nrst.  The  mw  material.  Second.  Water  power  instead 
<ii  tbnt  tii  steamt  generally  used  in  England.  And  third. 
Tbe  choiper  labor  of  females.  In  England;  males  spin 
wltfi  tbe  route,  and  weave;  ui  tUs  Muntty,  women  and 
spin  witii  the  tiirostle,  »id  superintend  the  power 
KMHn.  And  can  there  be  any  emploj'ment  more  appro- 
priate? Who  h»s  not  been  delighted  with  contemplating 
tbe  clock-work  regularity  of  a  large  cotton  manufactory? 
I  have  ofUn  ririted  Ukem,  at  Cincinnati  and  other  places, 
and  always  with  increased  sdniratiMt.  Tbe  women,  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  sex,  work  in  apartments^  Isrge,  ain', 
well  warmed,  and  spacious.  Neatly  dressed,  wiUi  ruddy 
complexions,  and  happy  countenances,  they  watch  the 
work  before  them,  mend  the  broken  threads,  and  re 
place  the  exhausted  balls  or  broaches.  At  stated  hours 
they  are  called  to  their  meals,  and  go  and  return  with  lifj^t 
and  cheerful  step.  At  night  they  separate,  and  repair  to 
their  rrspeetive  houses,  under  the  care  of  a  mother, 
guwdian,  ot  fliend.  **  Six  da]-s  sbalt  thou  labor  and  do 
alllhit  thou  bwttodc^  but  the  serenth  day  u  the  Sabbath 


and  the  skill  of  our  feUow-idtiBens.  I  bare  bo  doubt  diirteen  ddUars  per  hundred  fect^  it  now  sells  for  tiiree 
ttiey  are  every  way  competent  to  accomplish  whatever  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 


The  gentleman  from  Soath  GareCna,  sensible  of  tbe  n- 
contestable  fact  ef  the  very  great  reduction  in  tbe  prices 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  protected  by  the  American  qrs- 
tem,  has  felt  tlie  full  force  of  it,  and  has  presented  varioua 
explanations  of  the  causes  to  which  he  ascribes  it.  The 
first  is  the  diminished  production,  of  the  precious  metals* 
in  consequence  of  tbe  ilistressed  state  of  tbe  countries  in 
which  they  are  extracted,  and  tbe  consequent  increase  of 
their  value  relative  to  ttnt  of  the  commodities  for  which 
they  are  excfaiinged.  But  if  tlus  be  the  true  cause  of  the 
red[iiction  of  price,  its  openttion  oi^^  to  have  bccn^oe- 
ral  on  all  objects,  and  uf  course  upon  cotttm  among  the 
rest.  And,  in  point  of  £iet,  the  dimini^ed  price  of  that 
staple  is  not  greater  than  the  diminution  otthe  value  ot 
other  staples  of  our  agricultuie.  Flow*  wluoh  command- 
ed, some  years  ago,  ten  or  twelve  dtdlais  per  barrel,  is 
now  sold  lor  five.  The  fall  of  tobacco  has  been  still  more. 
The  Kitefoot  of  Maryland,  which  sold  at  from  uxteen  to 
twenty  dollars  per  hundred,  now  produces  only  fimr  or 
five.  That  of  Virginia  has  sustained  an  equal  decUne. 
Beef,  pork,  every  article,  almost,  produced  by  the  fiirmer, 
has  decreased  in  value.  Ought  not  South  Carolina  then 
to  submit  quietly  to  a  state  of  tbii^  wlu^  is  genersl,  and 
proceeds  from  an  uncontroUsble  cuue  ^  Ought  abe  to  as- 
cribe to  the  ''accursed"  tariff  whstresolts  from  tbe  calami- 
1ie»  of  civil  and  foreign  vtf^  raging  ia  nnny  cotmtries? 
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Bnt^  rir«  I  do  not  sulwcribe  to  thii  doctrine  inpl'ieitlT'. 
1  do  not  befiere  that  the  diminnhed  production  of  the  pre- 
dooa  nwtBla,  if  that  be  the  fiust,  satirfactorily  accounts  for 
the  fall  in  prices.  For  I  ^nk  that  the  augmentation  of 
the  currency  of  the  vorld,  by  means  of  banks,  pubBc 
stocks,  and  <vther  bcilities  arising  out  of  exchange  and  cre- 
dit, has  more  than  supplied  any  defioeoey  in  toe  amount 
of  tbe  precious  metals. 

It  ii  tiirUier  urged  that  the  reatmtioM  of  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  the  comeqaent 
return  to  peaceful  pursuits  of  large  maases  of  its  popula- 
tioD,  by  greatly  increanngthe  aggr^te  amount  of  effect- 
ive labor,  bad  a  tendency  to  lower  prices;  and  undoubt- 
edly such  ought  to  hare  been  its  natural  tendency.  'I'he 
some  cause,  however,  must  also  have  operated  to  reduce 
the  price  of  oar  agricultural  j>reduee,  for  which  there  was 
no  lender  the  same  demand  m  peace  aa  in  war— and  it  did 
so  opente.  But  ita  influ«ice  on  the  price  of  the  manufac- 
tured articles,  between  the  general  peace  of  Europe  in 
1815,  and  the  adoption  of  our  taiiff  in  1834,  was  leas  sen- 
nbly  felt,  because  perhaps  a  mucb  larger  portion  of  the 
labor,  fiberated  by  the  disbandment  m  armies,  was  ab- 
sorbed by  manufactures  than  by  agriculture.  It  is  also 
contended  tlukt  the  inventioii  and  improvement  of  labor- 
aaving  machineiy  bare  tended  to  lessen  the  prices  cKf  manu- 
ftetured  objects  (rf*  consitmptiont  and  undoubtedly  this 
cause  has  bad  some  effect.  Ought  not  America  to  con- 
tribute her  quota  of  thia  cause,  and  baa  she  not,  by  her 
skill  and  extntordinaTy  adaptation  to  tbe  arts,  in  truth, 
largely  contributed  to  \\} 

This  brings  me  to  consider  what  I  apprehend  to  have 
been  the  most  efficient  of  all  the  causes  in  the  reduction 
of  tbe  prices  of  manufactarad  articlest  and  that  is,  Comib- 
TTruw.  By  competi^,  the  total  amount  of  the  supply 
b  inereawd,  and  by  increase  of  tbe  npply  a  oompeti- 
tton  in  the  sale  ensues,  uul  Uiia  enables  the  consumer 
to  buy  at  lower  rates.  Of  tX\  human  powers  operating 
on  the  affairs  of  mankind,  none  is  greater  than  that  of 
competition.  It  is  action  and  reaction.  It  operates  be- 
tween individuals  in  the  same  nation,  and  between  differ- 
ent nations.  It  resembles  the  meeting  of  the  mountain 
torrent,  grooving,  by  its  precipitona  motion,  its  own  chan- 
nel, and  ocean's  tide.  Unopuosed,  it  aweepi  every  thing 
before  itj  but,  counterpoisea,  the  wateri  oeeome  calm, 
Bfe,  tiid  regular.  It  ia  like  the  segnwnta  of  a  circle  or  an 
ardif  taken  separately,  each  is  notmng;  btrt,  in  their  com- 
bination, they  produce  efficiency,  symmetry,  and  perfec- 
tion. Sy  the  American  system  this  vast  power  has  been 
excited  in  America,  and  brought  into  being  to  act  in  co 
operation  or  collision  with  European  nidustty.  Eurc^e 
acts  witUn  itself,  and  witli  Americaj  and  America  acts 
within  itself  and,iritii  Europe.  The  coniequenee  is  the 
reduction  of  prices  in  both  beuuapberes.  Nor  is  ii  fair  to 
argue,  fixanihe  reduction  of  prices  in  Europe,  to  her  own 
presomed  skill  and  labor,  exclusively.  WeaffectherpKces, 


upon  an  article,  it  then  becomes  kwer  instead  of  kigha:" 
This  could  not  probi^ly  happen  where  the  supphr  of  tbe 
foreign  article  did  not  exceed  the  b<Hne  demand,  wnlesa 
upon  the  supposition  of  the  im^eased  duty  having  aedted 
or  aiimuiated  the  measure  of  tlie  home  production. 

The  great  law  of  price  is  determined  hy  supply  and  de- 
mand. Whatever  affecU  either,  affects  Uie  price.  If  the 
supply  is  increased,  the  demand  remaining  tbe  same,  the 
price  declinea;  if  the  donand  ia  in««aaed,  the  supply  re- 
maining the  same,  tbe  price  advances)  if  botti  supply  and 
demand  are  unduninished,  the  price  is  stationary,  and  the 
price  is  inAuenced  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  disturiiance  to  the  demand  or  suppl;^-  I*  i*  there- 
fore a  great  error  to  suppose  that  an  existing  or  new  duty 
neeuaarify  becomes  a  component  element,  to  its  exact 
amount,  of  price.  If  the  proportionsof  demand  and  sup- 
ply are  varied  bjr  the  duty,  either  in  ugmenting  the  sup- 
pnr.  Of  diminisbiBg  die  demand.  Or  vice  versa,  price  ia 
affected,  to  tbe  extent  of  that  variation.  But  the  du^ 
never  becomes  an  integral  partof  the  price,  except  in  Oie 
instances  where  tbe  demand  and  the  supply  remam,  after 
the  duty  is  imposed,  precisely  what  they  were  before,  w 
the  demand  is  mcreased,  and  the'supply  remains  stationary. 

Competition,  therefore,  wherever  existing,  whether  at 
home  or  abroad,  is  the  parent  cause  of  cheapness.  If  a 
high  duty  excites  production  at  home,  and  the  quantity 
of  the  oomestic  article  exceeds  tbe  amount  which  bad 
been  previously  imported,  Jlie  price  wfll  fidi.  Tfab  ac- 
counU  for  an  extrawdinary  fact  stated  by  a  Senator  from 
Alissouri.  Three  cents  we^  laid  as  a  duty  upon  a  pound 
of  lead,  by  tbe  act  of  1838.  The  price  at  Galena  and 
the  other  lead  nunes  afterwards  fell  to  one  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound.  Now  it  is  obnous  that  the  duty  did 
not,  in  titis  case,  enter  into  the  price:  for  it  was  twice  the 
ammnt  of  tbe  price.  What  produced  Uie  fall?  It  waaafi- 
mttlfiUd  production  at  home,  exerted  by  tile  temptation 
of  the  exctuuve  possession  of  tbe  home  market,  lliia 
state  of  things  could  not  last.  Men  would  not  continue 
an  unprofitable  pursuit;  some  abandoned  the  business,  or 
tiu>  total  quantity  produced  was  diminished,  and  living 
-prices  have  been  the  consequence.  But,  break  down  the 
domestic  supply;  place  us  sgain  in  a  state  of  dependence 
on  the  foreign  source;  and  can  it  be  doubted  that  we 
should,  ultimately,  have  to  supply  ourselves  at  dearer 
rates?  It  is  not  ndr  to  credit  tiie  foreign  market  with  the 
depression  of  prices,  produced  "there  by  the  influence  of 
our  competition.  Let  the  competition  be  withdrawn,  and 
tiieir  prices  would  instandy  rise.  On  this  subject,  g^reat 
mistake!  are  committed.  I  have  seen  some  most  errone- 
ous reasoning,  in  a  late  report  of  Mr.  I.ee,  of  the  Free 
Trade  Convention,  in  r^rd  to  the  article  of  sugar.  He 
cakulatea  the  total  amount  of  brown  sugar  produced  in 
the  worU,  and  then  states  ihti  what  is  made  in  Lou- 
i«ana  is  not  more  than  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  that 
total.    Although  his  data  may  be  questioned,  let  ua  as. 


ami  she  affects  ours.  This  must  ^ways  be  tbe  cue,  atl  sume  their  truth,  and  what  might  be  the  result?  Price 
least  in  reference  to  any  articles  as  to  which  there  is  not  a  being  determined  by  the  proportions  of  supply  and  de- 


total  noii-intercoursei  and  if  our  industry,  by  dinuntsh'ing 
the  demand  for  her  supplies,  should  produce  adiminution 
in  the  price  of  those  supf^ies,  it  would  be  venr  oafur  to  as- 
cribe that  reduction  to  her  ingenuity,  instead  of  placing  it 
to  ^  credit  of  our  own  sh^  and  excited  industry. 

Practical  men  understand  very  wdl  state  of  tbe 
case,  whether  they  do  or  do  not  comprehend  the  causes 
which  produce  it.  I  have  in  my  possesnon  a  letter  from 
a  respectable  merehant,  well  known  to  me,  in  which  he 
sayi^  after  complaining  of  the  opemtion  of  tbe  tariff  of 
1898  on  the  articles  to  which  it  applies,  some  of  which  he 
bad  nnpwted,  and  that  his  purchases  having  been  made 
in  England  before  the  passage  of  that  tarifl  was  known, 
it  produced  auch  an  effeet  upon  the  English  market,  that 
tbe  artteies  could  not  be  re-a<dd  vithoat  1oib{  he  adda: 
*'farnMli^  it  appf«Rduit,irtienadaUeiial  duties  are  bdd 


mand,  it  is  evident  that,  when  the  supply  exceeds  the  de- 
mand, the  price  will  fall.  And  the  nil  is  not  always  re- 
gulated by  the  amount  of  that  excess.  If  the  market,  at 
a  given  price,  required  five  or  fifty  n^lliorai  of  bogaheads 
or uigar,  a  surplus  of  only  a  few  hundred  might  materially 
influence  the  price,  and  dHTuse  itself  throughout  the  whole 
mass.  Add,  therefiire,  the  eighty  or  one  hundred  thou- 
sand hogsheads  of  Louisiana  sugar  to  the  entire  mass  pro- 
duced in  other  parts  of  tbe  vond,  and  it  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed that  a  material  reduction  of  tite  price  of  the  article, 
throughout  Europe  and  America,  would  take  place.  'Hie 
Louisiana  sugar  substituting  foreign  sugar,  in  the  home 
market,  to  the  amount  of  its  annual  produce,  would  force 
an  equal  amount  of  foreign  sugar  into  other  markets, 
which  bangjghitted,  tbe  price  would  necessarily  deduie, 
and  this  deciiae  cS  price  would  preis  portions  of  the  fo- 
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reign  sugtr  into  competition,  in  the  United  States,  with 
Louisiana  sugar,  the  piice  of  which  would  also  be  brought 
down.  The  fact  has  been  in  exact  conformity  with  (his 
theory.  But  now  let  us  suppose  the  Louisiana  sugar  to 
be  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  general  consumption, 
what  then  would  happen?  A  new  deniaad  would  be  cre- 
ated in  America  for  nn«ign  su^ar,  to  tiie  extent  of  the 
eighty  or  one  hundred  thousand  hogaheadi  Diade  in  Lou- 
isiana; a  less  amount,  by  that  quantity,  would  be  sent  to 
the  European  markets;  and  the  price  would,  consequently, 
every  where  rise.  Itis  not,  therefore,  those  who,  by  keep- 
ing ou  duties,  keep  down  prices,  that  tax  the  people;  but 
those  who,  by  repealing  dutieiw'Vould  nuse  prices,  that 
really  im|>ose  buraens  upon  the  people. 

But  it  is  argued  that  if,  by  the  skiU,  experience,  and 
perfection  which  we  have  acquired  in  certain  branches 
of  manufacture,  they  can  be  made  as  cheap  as  umilar  arti- 
cles abroad,  and  enter  fiurly  into  competition  with  them, 
why  not  repeal  the  duties  as  to  those  articles? .  And  why 
should  we?  Assuming  the  truth  of  the  supposition,  the 
foreign  article  would  not  be  introduced  in  a  regular  course 
of  trade,  but  would  remain  excluded  b^  Uie  poasesNon  of 
the  home  market  which  the  domestic  article  had  ob- 
tained. The  repeal,  therefore,  would  have  no  legitimate 
effect  But,  might  not  the  foreign  article  be  imported  in 
vast  quantities,  to  glut  our  markets,  break  down  our  es- 
tablisnments,  and,  ultimately,  to  enable  the  foreigner  to 
monopolize  the  supply  of  our  consumption?  America  is 
the  greatest  foreign  market  for  European  manu&ctures. 
It  is  that  to  which  European  attention  is  constantly  di- 
rected. If  a  great  house  be<x»nes  bankrupt  there,  ita 
atorehouaea  are  emptied,  and  the  goods  are  shipped  to 
America,  where,  in  consequence  of  our  auctiona,  and  our 
custom-house  credits,  the  greatest  fadUties  are  afforded 
in  the  sale  of  them.  Combinationa  among  manufiicturen 
might  tatfe  place,  or  even  the  operations  of  foreign  go- 
vernments might  be  directed  to  the  destruction  of  our  es- 
tablishments. A  repeal,  therefore,  of  one  protecting 
duty,  from  some  one  or  all  of  these  causes,  would  be  fot 
lowed  by  flooding  the  .country  with  the  foreign  fabric, 
surcharging  the  marice^  reducing  the  pricey  and  a  com- 
plete prostration  of  our  n»nu&ctories{  after  which,  Uie 
foreigner  would  leisurely  look  about  to  indemnify  himself 
in  the  increased  prices  which  he  would  be  enabled  to 
command  by  his  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  our  consump- 
tion. What  American  citizen,  f^er  the  Government  had 
displayed  this  vacillating  policy,  would  be  again  tempted 
to  place  the  smallest  conndence  in  the  pubuc  bath,  and 
adventure,  once  more,  in  this  branch  of industty?  * 

Gentlemen  have  allowed  to  the  manufacturing  portions 
of  the  community  no  peace;  they  have  been  constantiy 
threatened  with  the  overthrow  of  the  American  system. 
From  the  year  1820,  if  not  from  1816,  down  to  this  time, 
they  have  been  held  in  a  condition  of  constant  alarm  and 
insecurity.  Nothing  is  more  prejudicial  to  the  great  in- 
terests of  a  nation  than  unsettled  uid  varying  policy.  Al- 
though every  appeal  to  tiic  National  liegislataire  hiai  been 
responded  tOi  iQ  conformity  with  the  wiahea  and  senti- 
ments of  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  measures  of 
protection  have  only  been  carried  by  such  small  majori- 
ties, as  to  excite  hopes  on  tlie  one  h;ind,  and  fears  on  the 
other.  Let  the  country  breathe;  let  its  vast  resources  be 
developed;  let  its  eneigies  be  fully  put  forth;  let  it  have 
tran^udlity;  and,  my  word  for  it,  the  degree  of  perfec< 
tion  in  the  arts  wluui  it  will  exhibit  will  be  greater  than 
that  which  has  been  presented,  astooishii^  as  our  pro- 
gress has  been.  Altl;ough  some  branches  of  our  manu- 
factures mi^ht,  and,  in  foreign  markets,  now  do,  feariessly 
contend  with  amilar  foreign  fabrics,  there  are  many 
others,  ^et  in  their  infancy,  struggling  witli  the  difficul- 
ties which  encompass  them.  We  sliould  look  at  the 
whide  system,  and  recollect  that  time,  when  we  contem- 
plate the  great  movements  of  »  nation,  is  veiy  diflcrent 


from  the  short  period  which  is  allotted  for  the  duration  of 
individual  life.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  SouUi 
Carolina  well  and  eloquently  sah^  in  1824,  "No  great 
<  interest  of  any  coimtry  ever  yet  grew  up  in  a  day;  no 

*  new  branch  of  industry  can  become  firmly  and  profita- 
'  biy  established,  but  in  a  long  course  of  years;  every  thii^, 

*  indeed,  great  or  good,  is  matured  by  slow  degrecst  that 

*  which  attains  a  speedy  maturity  ia  c»  small  vaiae,  and  is 
'  destined  to  a  briif  existence.  It  is  the  order  of  provi- 
'didencetliat  powers  gtaduall^  developed  shall  alone  at- 
'  tain  permanency  and  perfection.  Thus  must  it  be  with 
'  our  national  institutions,  and  national  cliaracter  itself." 

I  feel,  most  senubly,  Ur.  President,  bow  much  i  IwTe 
treapasied  upon  the  Sraete.  My  qxdogy  is^  a  deep  auA 
deliberate  convicticm  that  the  great  cuts*  luider  debate 
involves  the  prosperi^  and  the  destiny  of  the  Union. 
But  tlie  best  requital  1  can  make  for  the  frieo^y  indulg- 
ence which  has  been  extended  to  roe  by  the  Senate,  and 
for  which  I  sh^l  ever  retain  sentimenbi  of  lasting  grati- 
tude, is,  to  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  to 
the  conclusion  of  a  discourse  which  has  not  been  more  te- 
dious to  the  Senate  than  exhausting  to  rae-  1  have  now 
to  confer  the  renauung  f»f  the  two  pn^Kntiona  which 
I  have  already  announceo.    That  ii^ 

3dly.  That,  under  the  operation  of  the  American  sys- 
tem, the  products  of  our  agriculture  command  a  higher 
price  than  they  would  do  without  it,  by  the  creation  of  a 
home  market;  and,  by  the  augmentatiim  of  wealth  pro- 
duced by  manufacturing  industry,  which  enlarges  our 
powers  of  consumption,  both  of  domestic  and  foreign 
articles.  The  importance  of  the  home  market  is  anvDne 
the  established  maxima  vluch  are  unavermlly  rectwiusea 
by  all  writers  and  all  men.  However  Mne  may  diner  as 
to  the  relative  advaAtages  of  the  forrign  and  the  honoe 
market,  none  deny  to  the  latter  great  value  and  high  con- 
sideration. It  is  nearer  to  us,  beyond  the  control  of  fo- 
reign legislation,  and  undisturbed  by  those  vicissitudes  to 
which  aU  international  intercourse  is  more  or  less  expos- 
ed. The  most  stupid  are  sensible  of  the  b«K6t  of  a  rcai- 
dence  in  the  vicinity  of  alarge  manufactoiy,  or  a  market 
town,  of  a  ^ood  road»  or  of  a  navigable  stream,  wludi 
connects  their  ftms  withscKne  great  capital.  If  the  pur- 
suits all  men  were  perfectiy  the  same,  although  they 
would  be  in  possesnon  of  the  greatest  abundance  of  the 
partioular  produce  of  their  industry,  they  might,  at  the 
same  time,  be  in  extreme  want  of  other  necessary  articles 
of  human  subsistence.  The  uniformity  of  the  general  oc- 
cupation would  preclude  all  ezchanpes — all  commerce. 
It  IS  only  in  tiie  diver^  of  the  vocations  of  the  members 
of  a  coimntmity  that  the  mams  can  be  found  fw  those 
salutary  exclwnges  vtuoh  conduce  to  tlie  gAieral  pros- 
perity; and  the  greater  that  divernty,  the, more  extensive 
and  tbe  more  amnuting  is  the  circle  of  exchange.  Kren 
if  foreign  markets  wore  freely  and  widely  open^o  the  re- 
ception of  our  ^ricultural  produce,  from  its  bulk)'  nature, 
and  the  distance  of  the  interior,  and  the  dangers  of  the 
oceui,  large  peHioM  <rf  it  could  never  ftomkfy  reach 
the  forei|fn  market.  But  let  us  quit  this  field  of  .theuy, 
clear  as  it  is,  and  look  at  the  praeticil  vpcMaoa  Of  the 
system  of  protection,  beginning  with  tbe  most  vahwble 
suple  of  our  agriculture. 

In  considering  this  staple,  the  first  circumstance  that 
excites  our  surariae  is  tbe  n^idi^  with  which  the  amM^nt 
of  it  has  annually  increased.  Does  not  this  fact,  howe\'er, 
demootitrate  that  the  cultivation  of  it  could  not  have  been 
so  vety  uiqirafitBble?.  If  the  business  were  niinoui^  woald 
more  and  more  have  anaaally  etwaged  in  it?  The  aoMtf 
tity  in  181G  waa  eighty-one  miluonsof  poonds;  in  1606, 
two  hundred  and  four  milUcms;  and,  in  1830,  naar.  three 
hundred  millions!  The  ground  of  greatest  surprise  is, 
that  it  has  been  able  to  sostain  even  its  present  pnce  witit 
such  An  enormous  augm«)tation  of  quantiQr.  it  could 
not  bandoM  it  but  for  the  combined  i^cialiOD  of  three 
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The  Thriff. 


causes,  bj  vluch  the  eouaniptioD  of  cotton  fabrics  hu 
been  grn^  extended,  in  coiuequence  of  their  reduced 
prices:  Ik,  competitiont  2(1,  the  tmproTement  of  hbw- 
mting  macluneryi  and  3d1/,  tiw  low  price  of  the  niw  ma- 
terial. The  crop  of  181.9,  ainountinfp  to  eif^ty-eiffht  mil- 
Eons  of  pounds,  produced  twenty-one  millions  of  doUars; 
the  crop  of  18^,  vrben  the  amount  was  swelled  to  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  millions,  (almost  double  thst  of 
1819f )  produced  a  less  sum,  by  more  than  half  a  milliwi  of 
doUara;  and  the  crop  of  183^  aiDOunting  to  thirty  millions 
of  pounds  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  produced 
a  mUlton  and  a  half  of  dollar*  mtve. 

If  then  be  any  fbundatitm  for  the  established  law  of 
price,  supply,  and  demand,  ought  not  the  fiu;t  of  this 
great  increase  of  the  supply  to  account,  satisfactorily,  for 
the  alleged  low  price  ol  cotton?  Is  it  necessary  to  look 
beyond  that  tingle  fact  to  the  tariff— to  tlie  diminished 
produce  of  the  mines  furnishing  the  precious  metals,  or 
to  any  oilier  cause,  for  the  solution?  This  subject  is  well 
understood  in  Uie  South;  and,  although  I  cannot  approre 
the  practice  which  has  been  mtroduced,  of  quoting  autho- 
rity, and  still  less  the  authority  of  newspapers,  for  tavorite 
theories,  1  must  ask  permission  of  tlie  Senate  to  read  an 
article  from  a  Southern  itcwupaper.  [Here  Ur-  HAYNR 
requested  Mr.  Ctix  to  give  the  name  of  the  authority, 
that  it  might  appear  whether  it  was  not  some  other 
than  a  SotUAem  paper  expressing  •Souihem  sentiments. 
Mr.  CLAT  stated  that  it  was  from  tlie  Charieston  City 
Gsxette,  one,  he  believed,  of  the  oldest  and  most  respect- 
able prints  in  that  dty,  although  be  was  not  sure  what 
nug^it  be  Us  sentiments  on  the  question  which  at  present 
fUvidesthe  people  of  SouU)  Carolina.]  The  ar^le  com- 
prises a  full  explanation  of  the  low  price  of  cotton*  and 
assigns  to  it  its  true  cause — increased  production. 
Hr.  C.  read  the  article  as  follows: . 


From  the  Charkttm  City  GaxeUe,  copied  into  the  New  Or- 
leans  Emporium,  janucry  4. 

'*lsL  The  greatest  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  cotton  was 

*  ie/or«  the  tanA'of  1834. 

"3d.  Cotton,  like  every  other  article  of  (nercban^se>  has 

*  its  fixed  price,  not  in  America,  but  in  the  market  of  the 
'  world,  and  dicpends  upon  the  proportion  between  de- 

*  mand  and  kupply.  Just  as  corn,  which,  when  it  is  scarcej 
'  sells  liigb*  and  when  plenty  sells  low. 

To  Ulustrate  liow  perfectly  the  price  depends  on  tlie 
'  demand,  it  is  stated  that  the  crop  of  1819,  amounting  to 
'  elghty-eighjt  millions  of  pounds,  sold  for  twenty-one  mil- 
'lions  of  doUarsi  «[hile  the  crop  of  1823,  amounting  to 

*  one  bundrcdaiid  seventy  millions  of  pounds,  was  sold  for 

*  only  twenty  millions  of  dollaru!  Aiidtliis  befoce  the  light 
'  tariff  of  1834.  The  cause  of  thiaditfcrence'in  the  pnce 
*of  cotton  is  found  in  the  state  of>the  maj^ets,  which 
■  were  hungr^  in  1819,  and  bad  not  a  great  supply,  hut 
'  were  overfed  in  1833,  and  could  hardly  digest  the  crop  of 
■that  year. 

"The  price  o£  cotton  fluctuated  before  the  present 
■tariff:  and,  if  tlie-s&me  causes  of  fiuotuation  exist,  they 

*  wi)l  produce  the  same  effect^,  independent  of  the  tariff. 
'  It  is  true  cotton'  has  Cotne  to  he  sold  at  ten  cents  per 

*  pound,  that  used  to  bring  tweilty  cents-  In  this  reduc- 
*tioa  of  his  profits,  tlie  cotton  ptfeftlcr  tHily  shares  the 
'same  with  the  wheat  gro«rrr.  Flour  isatdd  at  five  dollars 
'per  barrel,  which  fonoerly  brought -eight  and  ten  dol- 
■hws;  aodtlie  produeti  of  the  earth  generally  are  low, 
<  because  they  are  viry  abundant. 

*•  With  respect  to  cotton,  this  is  to  be  said  further.  No 

*  mode  of  investing  money  in  agricultural  pursuits,  this 
'  (ide  of  the  sugar 'plantations,  lias  afforded  so  great  an 
*>(Ocome  as  the  culture  of  cotton.    So  that  has  happened 

*  to  the  coUon  plj»nter,  which  happensto  all,  viz.  a  diminu- 
'tion  of  his  income,  from  the  multitndts  of  thoec  who 

*  adopted  Ilia  lucrative  bumness. 


"  To  seek  relief  from  this  depressed  price  of  cotton, 
*by  repealing  the  tariff  law,  is  a  most  ineonsiderate 

*  step  I'm  the  tariff  not  only  creates  a  new  market  fyt  raw 
'  cotton,  but  it  slso  converts  some  of  the  finest  countrv 
'  for  growing  cotton  into  sugar  plantations.   The  tariff, 

<  by  protecting  domestic  sugars,  enables  the  Louisianian 
'  to  ruse  sugar.  Remove  the  tariff  from  sugars,  and  the 
'  Louinanian  cannot  compete  with  the  West  Indian.  Cot- 

*  ton  he  can  raise  to  better  advantage  than  the  Carolinian. 

*  So  the  relief  of  the  cotton  planter,  sought  by  the  repeal 

*  of  the  prtdccting  tariff,  wtmld  multiply  cotton  growers, 

*  and  cut  off  the  Northeastern  market  at'one  and  the  same 
'blow.  What  a  stroke  of  nullifying  policy  that  would  be! 

"  The  price  of  any  thing  in  market  is  governed  by  the 
'stock  in'market;if  that  is  great,  the  price  is  low;  if  small, 

*  the  price  is  high.    Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  consume 

*  the  stock,  increases  the  price;  and  whatever  has  a  ten- 
'dency  to  increase  the  stock,  diminishes  the  price  of  that 

<  article  in  the  msrket. 

"The  terrible  manufactures  at  the  North  do  not  add -to 
'the  stock  of  cotton;  they  diminish  the  stock,  and  nuse 
'  the  price  in  the  market  of  the  world.  They  consume  vsst 
'  quantities  of  cotton,  and  clear  the  market  of  what  might 
'  otherwise  become  a  rtnig.  A  repeal  of  the  tariff  law 
'would  wind  up  the  Northern  factories.    When  these 

*  cease  to  be  consumers,  the  price  of  cotton  must  fall 
'  lower  than  it  now  is.'* 

Letusnippose  that  the  homedemand  for  cotton,  which 
has  been  created  by  the  American  system,  were  to  cease, 
and  that  the  300,000*  bales,  that  the  home  market  now 
absorbs,  were  thrown  into  the  glutted  markets  of  foreign 
countries,  would  not  the  effect  Inevitably  be  to  produce  a 
further  and  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  article  ? 
If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  ^cts  and  principles  which  I 
have  before  stated,  and  endeavored  to  illustrate,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  existence  of  American  manufactures 
has  tended  to  increase  tiie  demand,  and  extend  the  con- 
sumption of  the  raw  material;  and  that,  but  for  tUs  in* 
creased  demand,  the  priee  6f  the  article  would  have 
fkllen,  poiribly  one-half,  lower  than  it  now  is.  The  error 
of  the  opporite  argument  is,  in  assuming  one  thing, 
which,  being  denied,  the  whole  fails;  that  is,  it 'assumes 
that  the  u^ime  labor  of  the  United  States  would  be  pro- 
fitably employed,  without  manufactures.  Now,  the  truth 
is,  (hat  the  sytttm  exeitea  and  erealet  labor,  and  this  labor 
creates  wealth,  and  this  new  wealth  communicates  addi- 
tional ability  to  consume,  which  acts  on  all  the  objects  con- 
tributing to  human  comfort  and  enjoyment.  The  amour  t 
of  cotton  imported  into  the  two  ports  of  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence alone,  (during  the  last  year,  and  it  was  imported 
excluHvely  for  the  home  manufacture,^  was  109,517  balep. 

On  passing  from  that  article  to  otners  of  our  agricul- 
tural productions,  we  shall  find  not  less  gratifying  factf. 
The  total  quantity  of  flour  imported  into  Boston  during 
the  same  year  was  384,504  barrels,  and  3,955  half  barrels; 
of  which,  there  were  from  Virginia,  (jeorgetown,  and 
Alexandria,  114,333  barrels;  ot  Indian  corn,  581,131 
bushels;  of  oats,  339,809  bushe1s(  of  rye,  about  50,000 
bushels;  and  of  shorts,  33,489  bushels.  Into  the  port  of 
Providence,  71,S69  barrels  of  fiour,  316,663  bushels  of 
Indian  com,  and  7,773  bushels  of  rye.  And  there  were 
discharged  at  the  port  of  Philadelolua  430,353  bushels  of 
Indian  corn,  201,678  bushels  of  wliest,  and  110,557  bush- 
els of  r>e  and  barley.    There  were  slaughtered  in  Boston 


•Mr.  CLAY  *utrd)hai  hPsMamcd  ihe  qUBtniiy  whieh  vn*  ^nallf 
eumpuuii,  but  he  brlirvid  ii  raui-h  fcn'nt<<^,  oi"!  lubn-queitt  iDforroa- 
lirm  Jnitiflv*  hi*  beliil'.  li  B|iiKar<,  rrora  ihi:  rriiort  «r  ihe  Cuttun 
Cvinniiier,  appoinird  by  the  Nrw  Yoik  Convrnt'on,  ihnt  pgninl  rv- 
lurmahuw  a  vuiitiiinitiion  uf  upwartfn  at  UO/W  ImI«<;  ihat  ihcealton 
matinr.iciun:  imiiki)!  itrar  40,COO  /Imalf*,  and  alioiii  8,000  chil- 
ilrrn;  ibat  ihr  luial  drreiidrnlt  mi  it  HWlSlflSOi  ihnt  ihe  i  iinual 
oageapaidan!  i3,lS3,7»t  the  annual  Ta1ne«f  iUiircMlnei>,3S,03A,7(lO 
dulian;  the  csuiigil,  44,B14,S|4  tlullani  ihe  UManbrr  (d*  milt*,  iff,  of 
■pli.dha,  l,S«l,»3;  Miduf  cloth  madr, SM,40l,«POTaid'.  Thiattili-ff 
mmi  dnn  not  «un|Myli«nd  ih«  Wr>imi  miu:$tanuna. 
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during  the  Jftme  year,  1831,  (the  only  Northern  city  frorp 
which  I  have  obtained  retunw.)  33,922  beef  cattle,  15,400 
stores,  84,453  sheep,  and  36,871  swine.  It  is  confidently 
beheved  Uiat  there  is  not  aleasquantity  of  Southern  flour 
consumed  at  the  North  than  80(^000  barrela— «  greater 
amount,  probably,  than  is  shipped  to  all  the  foreign  mar-' 
kets  in  the  world  together. 

Wliat  would  be  the  condition  of  tb^farming  country  of 
the  United  States — of  all  that  portion  wliich  lies  north, 
east,  and  west  of  James  river,  including  a  large  part  of 
North  Carolina,  if  a  home  market  did  not  exist  for  this 
immense  amount  of  agricultural  groduce?  Without  that 
market,  where  could  it  be  sold^  In  foreign  markets?  If 
their  restrictive  laws  did  not  exist,  their  a^tadiy  would 
not  enable  them  to  purchase  and  consume  this  vast  addition 
to  their  present  suppUea,  which  must  be  thrown  in,  or 
thrown  away,  but  for  the  home  market.  But  their  laws 
exclude  us  from  their  markets.  I  shall  content  mj  self 
by  calling  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  Great  Britain  only. 
The  duties,  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  on  bread 
itufis,  are  prohibteory,  except  in  times  of  dearth.  On 
rice,  the  duty  is  fifteen  shillings  sterling  per  hundred 
wei^it,  being  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent.  On  manu- 
factured tobacco,  it  is  ninedlillings  sterling  per  pound,  or 
about  two  thousand  per  cent.  On  leaf  tobacco,  three 
shillings  per  pound,  or  one  thousand  two  hundred  per  cent. 
On  lumber  and  some  other  articles,  tliey  are  from  four 
hundred  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  per  cent,  more  than 
on  similar  articles  imported  from  British  colonies.  In  the 
British  West  Indies,  the  duty  on  beef,  pork,  hams,  and 
bacon,  is  twelve  shilliiigs  sterling  per  hundred,  more  than 
One  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  beef  and  pork 
in  the  Western  States.  And  yet  GreatUritainis  the  Power 
in  whose  belialf  we  are  called  upon  to  legislate,  so  that  we 
may  enable  tq  purchase  otir  cotton!  Great  Britain, 
that  thinks  only  of  herself  in  her  own  legislation!  Whan 
have  we  experienped  justice,  much  less  favor,  at  her 
haiid3^  WheQ  did  she  sliape  her  Icfpdation  in  reference 
to  the  interests  «f  any  for^gn  Power  ^  She  is  a  great, 
opulent,  and  powerful  nationt  but  haughty,  arrogant,  and 
supercilious.  Not  more  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
world  by  the  sea  that  girts  her  island,  than  she  is  separated 
in  feeling,  sympathy,  or  friendly  consideration  of  their 
welfare.  Gentlemen,  in  supposing  it  impracticable  that 
wc  should  successfiiHy  compete  with  her  in  manufactures, 
do  injustice  to  the  skill  and  enterprise  of  their  own  coun- 
try. Gallant  as  Great  Britain  undoubtedly  is^  we  have 
gloriously  contended  with  her,  man  to  man,  gun  to  gun, 
ship  to  ship,  fleet  to  fleet,  and  army  to  army.  And  I  have 
no  doubt  we  arc  destined  to  achieve  equal  mcceii  in  the 
more  useful,  if  not  nobler  conteit,  for  superiority  in  the 
arts  of  civil  life. 

1  could  extend  and  dwell  on  the  long  list  of  articles — 
the  hemp,  iron,  lead,  coal,  and  other  items,  for  which  a 
demand  is  created  in  the  home  market,  by  the  operation 
of  the  American  system;  but  I  should  exhaust  the  patience 
of  the  Senate.  Wherty  u>Aere,  diould  we  find  a  market 
for*lsn  these  articles,  if  it  did  not  exist  at  home?  What 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  largest  portion  of  our  peo- 

Ele  and  of  the  territory,  tf  this  home  market  were  anni- 
ilated?  How  could  they  be  supplied  with  objects  of 
prime  necessity?  What  would  not  be  the  certain  and  in- 
cviublc  decline  in  the  price  of  all  these  articles,  but  for 
the  home  market?  And  allow  me,  Mr.  President,  to  say, 
that,  of  all  the  agricultural  parts  of  the  United  States 
which  are  benefit^  by  the  operation  of  this  system,  none 
are  equally  so  with  those  wnich  border  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  the  lower  parts  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  the 
two  diorcs  of  Maryland.  Their  facilities  of  transportation 
and  proximity  to  the  North  give  them  decided  advantages. 
But  if  all  tills  reasoning  were  totally  fallacious — if  the 
I  price  of  manufactured  articles  were  really  higher  under 
the  American' system,  than  without  it,  I  should  still  argue 


tliat  hig^i  or  low  prices  were  themselves  relative — ^relative 
to  the  ability  to  pay  them.  It  ia  in  vun  to  tempt,  to 
tantalize  us  with  the  lower  prices  of  European  nibrics 
than  our  own,  if  we  have  nothing  wherewith  to  purchase 
them.  If,  by  the  home  ezduoirea,  we  can  be  tuppGed 
with  necesMty,  even  if. they  are  dearwand  worse,  airacles 
of  American  production  tiun  the  foreign,  it  is  better  dian 
not  to  be  supplied  at  all.  And  how  would  the  large  por- 
tion of  our  country  which  I  have  described,  be  supplied, 
but  for  the  home  exchanges?  A  poor  people,  destitute 
of  wealth  or  of  exchangeable  commodities,  hu  notliing 
to  purchase  foreign  finbrics.  To  them  tii^  are  equally 
bejrond  their  readi,  whether  their  cost  be  a  dtdbr  or  a 
guinea.  It  is  in  tfab  view  of  the  matter  that  Great  Brttun, 
by  her  vast  weaMi-^ier  esBsfarf  and  pnieeted  industry— b 
enabled  to  bear  a  burden  of  taxation  which,  when  com- 
pared to  that  of  other  nations,  appears  enormous;  but 
which,  when  her  tmmenie  riches  are  cf>mpared  to  theirs, 
is  liglit  and  trivial.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  drawn  a  lively  and  flattering  picture  of  our  coasts, 
bajrs,  rivers,  and  turbors)  and  he  argues  that  these  pro- 
claimed the  derign  Providence  that  we  riionld  be  a 
commercial  people.  I  mgnt  with  him.  We  differ  only 
as  to  the  means.  Be  would  cherisli  the  foreign,  and  neg- 
lect the  internal  trade.  I  would  foster  both.  What  is 
navigation  without  ships,  or  rfiips  without  cargoes?  By 
penetrating  the  bosoms  of  our  mountains,  and  extracting 
from  them  their  precious  treasuresi  by  cultivating  the 
earth,  and  geeuring  a  home  market  for  its  rich  and  abun- 
dant products)  by  employing  the  water-power  with  which 
we  are  blessed;  by  s^nulating  tnd  protecting  our  native 
industry,  in  all  its  forms;  wc  shall  but  nourish  and^iromote 
the  prosperity  of  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic. 

I  have  hitherto  considered  the  question  in  reference 
only  to  a  state  of  peace;  but  a  season  of  war  ought  not  to 
be  entirely  overlooked.  We  have  enjoyed  near  twenty 
years  of  peace;  but  who  can  tell  when  the  storm  of  war 
shall  again  break  forth?  Have  we  forgotten,  so  soon,  the 
privations  to  which  not  merely  our  niave  aoldien  and 
our  gallant  tars  were  subjected,  but  the  whole  community, 
during  the  last  war,  for  the  want  of  absolute  neceasaries? 
To  what  an  enormous  price  they  rose?  And  how  inade> 
quate  the  supply  was,  at  any  price?  The  statesman,  who 
justly  elevates  his  views,  will  look  behind  as  well  as 
foTward,  and  at  the  existing  state  of  tlfings;  and  be  will 
graduate  the  policy  which  he  recommends,  to  all  the  pro- 
bable exigencies  which  may  arise  in  die  republic.  Taking 
this  comprehensive  range,  it  would  b^  eai^  to  show  that 
the  higher  prices  of  peace,  if  prices  were  hi^er  in  pc*ce» 
were  more  than  cojnpensated  by  the  lower  inice««f  war, 
during  which  supplies  of  all  essential  articles  are  indis- 
pensable to'  its  vigorous,  effectual,  and  glorioifs  prosecu- 
tion. I  conclude  this  part  of  the  argfument  with  the  hope 
that  my  humble  exertions  have  not  bebn  altf^ther  unsuc- 
cessful in  showing — 

1.  That  the  policy  which  we  have  been  ctmsidering 
ought  to  continue  to  be  regarded  as  the  genuine  American 
system. 

3.  That  the  firee  trade  i^stem,  wluch  is  proposed  as  its 
substitute,  ought  really  to  bq  Considered  as  the  British 

colonisl  system. 

3.  That  the  AiMrican  system  is  beneficial  to  all  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  much  the  U^r 
portion. 

4.  That  the  price  of  the  great  staple  of  cotton,  and  of 
all  our  chief  productionsof  agriculture,  has  been  aastain- 
ed  and  upheld,  and  a  decline  averted  by  the  protective 

system. 

5.  That,  if  the  foreign  demand  for  cotton  baa  been  at 
all  ^minished  by  the  operation  of  that  system,  the  <tiiu- 
imtion  has  been  more  than  cantpensated  in  the  additional 
demand  created  at  home. 

6.  That  the  constant  tenden^  of  the  system,  by  ereat< 
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'mg  competition  smon^  ounelrea,  and  between  American 
and  European  industry,  reciprocally  acting  Hpon  each 
other,  is  to  reduce  prices  of  manu&ctured  objects. 

7.  That,  in  point  of  ftct,  objects  -within  the  scope  of 
the  policy  of  protection  haye  greatly  &Uen  in  price. 

8.  That  if,  in  a  season  of  peace,  Uiese  benefits  are  ex- 
perienced in  a  season  of  war,  when  the  fbreign  supply 
snight  be  cut  off*,  they  would  be  much  more  extensively  felt. 

9.  And,  flnaliy,  Oat  the  substitution  of  the  BiitiiAi  colo* 
nial  qrsten  for  the  Amertcao  system,  without  benefiting 
any  section  of  tiie  Union,  by  sub^ting*  us  to  a  foreign 
legidation,  regulated  by  foreign  mternts,  would  lead  to 
the  prootration  of  our  manufactures,  general  impoverish- 
ment, and  ultimate  nun. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions on  a  delicate  subject,  which  I  approach  with  idl  the 
reject  that  is  due  to  its  serious  and  grave  nature.  They 
have  not,  indeed,  been  rendered  neceasaty  by  the  ipeedi 
of  the  ^rentienian  frain  South  Carolina,  whose  forbearance 
to  notice  the  topic  was  commend^le,  as  his  argumeot 
throughout  was  characterized  by  an  ahibty  and  dignity 
worthy  of  him  and  of  the  Senate.  The  gentlemaif  made 
one  decbntion,  which  might  possibly  be  misinterpreted, 
aiMi  1  nibmit  to  hira  whetl^r  an  explanation  of  it  be  not 
proper.  The  decUration,  as  reported  in  his  printed 
speech,  is,  *' the  instinct  ofself  interest  might  bare  taught 
■us an  earner  way  of  reiieviiw  ourselves  fron  tins  i^prea- 
'  skm.  It  wanted  but  the  wm  to  have  supplied  ourselves 
'with  every  article  embraced  in  the  protective  system, 
•  free  of  duty,  without  any  other  participation  on  our  part 
'than  a  shnple  consent  to  receive 'them."  [Here  Hr. 
BATNE  rose,  and  renoarked  that  the  passages,  which  im- 
mediately preceded  and  followed  the  paragraph  «ted,  he 
thought,  plainly  indicated  bis  meanii^,  whidi  related  to 
evinons  ^  the  ^ratem,  hy  illicit  introduction  of  goods, 
wtueh  tiiey  were  not  disposed  ti>  countenanoe  in  South 
Carolina;]  I  am  happy  to  hear  this  explanation.  But, 
sir,  it  is  impossible  to  conceal  from  our  new  the  facts  tiiat 
there  is  great  excitemeM  in  South  Carolinat  that  the  pro> 
tective  system  is  openly  and  violently  denounced  in  popu- 
lar meetings;  and  that  the  I^^slature  itself  has  declared 
its  purpose  of  resorting  to  counteractini^  measures— a 
siispenHon  of  wbieh  has  only  been  submitted  to,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  Congress  time  to  reiraee  its  steps. 
With  respect  to  this  Union,  Mr.  Prendent,  the  truth  can- 
not be  too  generally  procUmed,  nor  too  strongly  inculcat- 
ed, thsft  it  is  necessary  to  the  whole  and  to  adl  the  part» — 
necessary  to  those  parts,  indeed,  in  Afferent  degrees,  but 
vitalfy  necessary  to  taek;  and  that  threats  to  disturb  or 
flissolve  it,  coming  from  any  of  the  parti,  would  be  quite 
as  indiscreet  and  improper,  as  would  be  threats  from  the 
residue  to  exdude  those  parts  from  the  pale  of  its  benefits. 
The  great  prinuple,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all 
free  Goi^mmenty  is,  thtt  the  majority  must  govern;  from 
which  there  it  can  be  no  appeal  but  to  the  •W(n^. 
That  majority  ou^ht  to  govern  wisely,  equitably,  mode- 
rately, and  consbtutionaUy,  but  govern  U  matt,  subject 
only  to  that  terrible  appeal.  If  ever  one,  or  several 
States,  being  a  minority,  can ,  by  menacing  a  ^ssolution  of 
the  Union,  succeed  in  forming  an  abandonment  of  great 
measures  deemed  essential  to  the  interests  and  prosperity 
of  the  whole,  the  Union,  from  that  moment,  is  practically 
gone.  It  may  linger  on,  in  form  and  name,  but  its  vital 
spiitt  has  fled  forever!  Entertaining  these  deTiberate 
opinions,  I  would  entreat  the  patriotie  people  of  South 
CaroUna — the  land  of  Marion,  Sumpter,  and  Pickens — of 
Rutledge,  Laurens,  the  Pinckneys,  and  Lowndes — of  liv- 
ing  and  present  names,  which  I  would  mention  if  they 
were  not  living  or  present — to  pause,  solemnly  pause  \  and 
contemplate  we  fretful  precipice  wluch  lies  directly 
before  themi.  To  retreat  may  be  painfol  and  mortifying 
to  their  gallwitry  and  pride,  but  it  is  to  ntreat  to  the  Uiiionj 
to  safety,  snd  to  those  brettiren,  wiA  whom,  or  with 
Vol.  Till.— 19 


[Skratb. 


whose  ancestors,  thef ,  or  their  ancestors,  have  won,  on 
fields  of  gloi^t  impensbable  renown.  To  advance,  is  to 
rush  on  certam  and  inevitable  disgrace  uid  destrocticHi. 

We  have  been  tcdd  of  deserted  casties,  of  uiuidi^ted 
halK  utd  of  mansions,  once  the  seats  of  opidence  andhoa- 

Citality,  now  abandoned  and  mouldering  in  ruins.  I  never 
ad  the  honor  of  being  in  South  Carolina;  but  I  hsve 
heard  and  read  of  the  stories  of  its  chivalry,  and  of  its 
generous  and  openhearted  liberslity.  I 'have  henrd,  too, 
of  Ute  stru(vles  for  power  between  the  lower  and  tqtper 
country.  The  same  causes  which  existed  &n  Virginia, 
with  which  I  have  been  acquunted,  I  presume,  have  had 
their  influence  tn  Carolina.  In  whose  hands  now  are  the 
once  proud  seats  of  Westover,  Curies,  kfeycocka^  Shirley,' 
and  others,  on  James  river,  and  in  lower  Virginia?  Under 
the  operation  of  laws  abolishing  the  principle  of  prioto- 
geniture,  and  providing  the  equitable  rule  of  an  equal  di»< 
tribution  of  estates  among  those  in  equal  degree  of  cm- 
sangiiintty,  they  have  paned  into  other  andatimngn  hands. 
Some  of  the  descendants  of  iIIustrio\ts  fiunilies  Mve  gone 
to  the  fiir  West,  whilst  others,  lingering  betund,  have  con- 
trasted their  present  condition  wiui  that  of  their  venerated 
ancestors.  They  behold  themselves  excluded  lh>m  their 
fathers*  houses,  now  in  the  hands  of  those  who  were  once 
their  fathers'  overseers,  or  «nking  into  decay;  their  ima- 
ginations punt  anoent  renown,  the  fading  honors  of  their 
name,  glories  gone  Iw;  too  poor  to  live,  too  proud  to 
wwk,  too  hi(^-mlndea  and  honi»id)le  to  resort  to  ignoblo 
means  of  acqui«tion,  brave,  daring,  chivalrous,  wkai  can 
be  the  cause  of  their  present  i>nhappy  state?  The  '*  ac- 
cursed tariff  presents  itself  to  their  ex<nted  imaginations, 
and  they  blindly  rush  into  the  ranks  of  those  who,  unforl- 
ing  the  banner  of  nuUification,  would  pUoe  «  State  upon 
its  sovereignty ! 

The  danger  to  our  Union  does  not  lie  on  the  nde  of  per- 
nstanoe  in  the  American  sjrstem,  but  on  that  of  its  nban^ 
donment  If^  as  I  have  supposed  and  believe,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  all  north  and  east  of  James  river,  and  tX\  west  of 
the  mountains,  including  Louiaiana,  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  that  system,  woidd  they  be  reeon-. 
ciled  to  its  overthrow?  Can  it  be  expected  that  two-thirds, 
if  not  three-fourths,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  consent  to  the  destruction  of  a  policy  believed  to 
be  indispensably  necessary  to  their  proqwrity?  When, 
too,  this  sacrifice  is  nude  at  the  instance  of  a  nngle  inte- 
rest, which  they  verily  believe  will  not  be  promoted  by  itf 
In  estimating  the  degree  <^  peril  which  may  be  incident  to 
two  opposite  courses  of  human  policy,  the  statesman  would 
be  short-sighted  who  should  content  himself  with  viewing 
only  the  evils,  real  or  imagimry,  which  belong  to  that 
course  wluch  is  in  practical  operation.  He  should  Uft  bin- 
,self  up  to  tlie  contemplation  of  those  greater  and  more 
eertun  dangers  which  ought  inevitably  attend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  utvnative  course.  What  would  be  the  condi- 
tion of  this  Union,  if  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  those 
mammoth  members  of  our  confederacy,  were  firmly  per- 
suaded that  their  industry  was  paralyzed,  and  their  pros- 
ptirity  blighted,  by  the  enforcement  of  the  British  cdonial 
system,  under  tiie  delusive  name  of  free  trade?  They  are 
now  tranquil,  andhi^py,  andcootoited,  conscious  of  their 
wel&re,  uidleelinganlutary  and  rapid  circulation  of  the 
products  ofhomemannfoctures  and  home  industry  throu^- 
out  all  their  great  arteries.  But  let  that  be;  checked,  let 
them  feel  that  a  foreign  system  is  to  predfwiinate,  and 
the  sources  'of  their  subustence  and  comfort  dried  up; 
let  New  England  and  the  West,  and  the  Middle  States,  all 
feel  that  they  too  are  the  victims  of  a  mistaken  policy,  and 
let  these  vast  portions  of  our  country  despair  of  any  fkvor- 
able  change,  and  then,  indeed,  nught  we  tremble  for  the 
continuance  and  safety  of  this  Union  1 

■  At  M  Shlrh^,  Mr.  Ctay  aeknovlrdfaa  hit  miitalBe,  vuAa  in  Itat 
wtrmih-af  debaie.  It  U  yet  tlw  abode  of  the  Ktpee|aNe  an<  hntpf- 
nblr  dctemdiuiu  of  it>  ftriser  op«lvM  pfoprkii . 
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And  need  I  remind  ytm,  at,  that  this  dereliction  of  the 
duty  of  protecting  our  domeatic  indusby,  and  kbandon- 
ment  of  tt  to  the  ntte  of  foreign  legislation,  would  be  di- 
rectly at  war  vith  leading  considerations  vhich  prompted 
the  adoption  of  tbe  present  constitution?  The  States,  re- 
spectively,  surrendered  to  the  General  Government  the 
whole  pover  of  Uynie  fanpoits  on  foreign  Roodv.  They 
stripped  themMlres  of  ^11  pover  to  protect  uidr  ovn  ma- 
nuActures,  by  the  most  efficacious  means  of  encourage- 
ment— the  imposition  of  duties  on  rival  foreign  fabrics. 
Did  they  create  that  great  trust?  Did  they  voluntarily  sub- 
ject themselves  to  this  nelf-restriction,  that  die  power 
should  remain  in  the  Federal  Government,  inactive,  un- 
executed, and  lifeless?  Mr.  Madisoa,  at  die  commence- 
ment of  the  Government,  told  you  otherwise.  In  dis- 
cusnng,  at  that  early  period,  this  very  nbjeet,  he  declar- 
ed tlut  a  fiuhire  to  ezerdae  this  power  would  be  a 
"Jrau^*  upon  the  Northern  States,  to  which  may  now  be 
added  the  Middle  and  Western  States. 

[Mr.  MILLER  asked  to  what  expression  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's ojnnion  Mr.  Clat  referred;  and  Mr.  C.  replied,  his 
«^^ior^  expressed  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  in 
1789,  M  reported  in  Lloyd's Conmsiional  Debates.] 

Gentlemen  are  greatly  decdveu  as  to  the  hold  which  this 
system  has  tn  the  aflections  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  They  represent  that  it  is  the  policy  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  that  she  is  most  benefited  by  it.  If  there  be 
any  part  of  this  Union  which  has  been  moat  steady,  most 
unanimous,  and  most  determined  in  its  support,  it  is  Penn- 
sylvania. Why  is  not  that  powerfiil  State  attacked?  Why 
{wss  her  over,  and  um  tbe  blow  at  New  England?  New 
Ens;laiid  came,  reluctantly,  into  the  poUc;^.  In  183^ 
minority  of  her  delegation  was  opposed  to  it.  From  the 
higest  State  of  New  England  there  was  but  a  solitary 
TOteln&Torof  the  bill.  That  enterprising  people  can 
readQy  acocftnmodate  their  industry  to  any  policy,  provid- 
ed it  be  $ettbd.  They  supposed  this  was  fixed,  and  they 
submitted  to  the  decrees  of  Government.  And  the  pro- 
gress public  opitHon  has  kept  pace  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  benefit^  the  qrstem.  Now,  all  New  Eng- 
land, at  leait  in  this  House*  (with  tiie  exception  of  one 
UHoIlt  stiff  voice,)  [Mr.  Hiu,  vt  New  Hampshire,]  is  in 
fiivor  of  the  mtein.  In  1834^  all  Maryland  was  ag^utst  it] 
now,  die  minority  is  for  it.  Then,  Louinana,  ^th  one 
exception,  was  imposed  to  it|  now,  without  any  excep- 
tion, she  is  in  &vor  of  it.  The  march  of  public  sentiment 
is  to  the  South.  Vir^nia  will  be  tbe  next  convert;  and, 
in  less  than  seven  years,  if  there  be  no  d»tacle»  from  po- 
Utical  causes,  or  prejudices  industriously  instilled,  tiie 
majority  of  Eastern  Virghda  will  be,  u  the  mi^Mity  of 
Western  '>^i^ida  now  is,  In  fitror  of  the  American  system. 
North  CaK^ina  wiU  follow  later,  but  not  less  certainly. 
Eastern  Tennessee  is  now  in  &vor  of  the  system.  And, 
finally,  its  doctrines  will  pervade  the  whole  Union,  and  the 
wonder  wHl  be  that  tiiey  ever  should  have  been  opposed. 

I  have  now  to  proceed  to  notice  some  (Ejections  which 
have  been  urged  against  the  resolution  under  -considera- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  amendment  wbitdi  the  ffentle- 
rilan  from  South  cWoIina  bad  offered,  as  he  has  intimated 
Ids  purpose  to  modify  it,  Isball  fiuhenr,  for  the  present,  to 
comment  upon  i^  It  is  contended  diat  the  resolution 
ptoposes  the  repeal  of  duties  on  luxuries,  leaving  those  on 
necessaries  to  remun,  and  that  it  will,  therefore,  relieve 
Ute  rich,  without  lessening  the  burdens  of  the  poor.  And 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  carefully  selected, 
for  lo^crous  effect,  a  number  of  the  unprotected  articles; 
oometicB,  perfiimes,  oranges,  &c.  I  must  say  that  this 
exhibition  of  the  gentleman  is  not  in  keeping  with  the 
candor  which  he  has  generally  dispUyed;  thatlie  knows 
Tcty  well  that  the  duties  upon  these  articles  are  trifling, 
and  that  it  is  of  little  consequence  whether  they  are  re- 
pealed or  retained.  Both  systemst  the  American  and  the 
foreign,  canprehend  Kmie  aiikles  vluob  may  be  deemed 


luxuries.  The  Senate  knows  that  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles which  yield  the  principal  part  of  tbe  reveane,  with 
which  this  measure  wouH  dispense,  are  coffee,  tea,  spices, 
wines,  and  nlks.  Of  all  these  articles,  wines  and  nlks 
alone  can  be  pronounced  to  be  luxuries;  and  as  to  wines. 


we  have  already  ratified  a  treaty,  not  yet  promulgated,  by 
which  the  duties  on  diem  are  to  be  connaerably  reduced. 
If  the  universality  of  the  use  of  objects  of  consumption  de- 
termines their  clasnfication,  coffee,  tea,  and  spices,  in  the 
present  condition  of  civilized  society,  may  be  conudered 
necessaries.  Even  if  they  were  luxuries,  why  should  not 
the  poor,  by  cheapening  their  prices,  if  that  can  be  effect- 
ed, be  allowed  to  use  them  ?  Why  should  not  a  potn-  man 
he  allowed  to  tie  a  ulk  handkerchief  on  lus  neck,  oeca- 
sionslty  r^ale  Inmself  with  a  glass  of  cheap  French  wine, 
or  present  nis  wife  or  daughter  with  a  silk  gown,  to  be 
womon  S^bath  or  gala  days?  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  do 
not  misconstrue  the  &elings  of  the  gentleman's  heart,  in 
supposing  that  he  would  be  hapj^  to  see  the  poor,  as  well 
as  the  rich,  moderately  indulging  themselves  in  these  in- 
nocent gratifications.  For  one,  7  am  delighted  to  see  tbe 
condition  of  the  poor  attracting  the  considention  of  the 
opponents  of  the  tariff.  It  is  for  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  and  especially  for  the  poor,  that  I  have  ever  sup- 
ported the  AroericBit  wstem.  It  affords  them  profitable 
employment,  and  supplies  the  means  of  comfortable  sub- 
sistence. It  secures  to  them,  certainly,  necessaries  of  hfc, 
manu&ctured  at  home,  and  places  within  their  reach,  and 
enables  them  to  acquire,  a  reasonable  share  of  foreign  lux- 
tuies;  whikt  tiie  system  of  gentlemen  premitet  them  ne- 
cessaries made  in  foreign  countries,  and  wliich  are  beyond 
their  power,  and  dmiee  to  them  luzurica  wtudi  they 
would  possess  no  means  to  purchase. 

The  constant  complaint  of  South  Carolina  i^nst  the 
tariff,  is,  that  it  checks  importations,  and  disables  foreign 
Powers  from  purchasing  the  agrictiltural  productions  of 
the  United  States.  The  effect  of  the  resolution  will  be  to 
increase  importations,  not  so  much,  it  is  true,  fh>m  Great 
Britain,  as  from  other  Powers,  but  not  the  less  acceptable 
on  that  account  It  is  a  misfortune  that  so  large  a  portion 
of  our  foragn  eommeree  concentrates  in  one  nation;  it 
subjects  u»  too  much  to  the  legislation  and  the  p«Acy  of 
that  nation,  and  exposes  us  to  tiie  infiuence  of  her  mime- 
Tous  agents,  flictor^  and  merchants.  And  it  is  not  among 
the  smallest  recommendations  of  the  measure  before  the 
Senate,  that  its  tendency  will  be  to  expand  our  commerce 
with  France — our  great  rcvtdutionai^  alty-pthe  land  of 
our  Lafiiyette.  There  is  much  greater  prabability,  also, 
cf  an  enlargement  of  the  present  demand  for  cotton,  in 
France,  tiuui  in  Great  Britain.  France  eng^ed  later  in 
the  manufiicture  of  cotton^  wnd  lias  made,  oierefim,  less 
progress.  She  ba%  moreover,  no  iwlonies  producing  the 
article  in  abundance,  whose  industiy  she  nugtit  he  tempted 
to  encourage. 

The  lionorable  genUeman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,] 
by  his  reply  to  a  speech,  which,  on  the  opening  of  the  sub- 
ject of  thjs  resolution,  I  hadoccasiontomake,  has  rendered 
it  necessary  that  I  should  take  some  notice'  of  his  observa- 
tions. The  honorable  gentleman  suted  that  he  had  been  oc- 
euMrf  of  partiality  to  the  mamifiKitaring  interest.  Never  was 
there  a  more  groundless  and  malicious  char^  preferred 
agMnst  a  calumniated  man.  Since  this  question  has  been 
agitated  in  the  public  councils,  although  I  have  often  heard 
from  him  professions  of  attachment  to  tlus  branch  of  indus- 
try, I  liave  never  known  any  member  a  more  umform,  de- 
termined, and  uncompronuarw  opponent  of  them,  than  the 
honorable  Senator  has  invariably  been.  And  if,  hereafter, 
the  calumny  should  be  repeated,  of  lus  fVieiidship  to  the 
American  system,  Ishall  be  ready  to  furnish  to  lum,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  my  testimony  to  his  innocence.  The 
hoi^ndile  gentteman  supposed  that  I  had  advanced  the 
idea  that  iSe  permanent  m-cnue  of  this  country  diould 
be  fixed  at  c^teen  milUons  of  dcdhm-  Certainly  1  had 
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no  intention  to  announce  such  «n  opinion,  nor  do  ex- 
preasionfl,  fus\y  interpreted,  imply  it.  I  stated,  on  the 
occkson  referred  to,  that,  estimating  the  ordinary  revenue 
of  the  country  at  twenty-five  nuUionii  and  the  amount  of 
tbe  duties  on  the  unprotected  artides  proposed  to  be  re- 
pealed by  the  resolution,  at  seven  imlliona,  the  latter  sum 
taken  from  the  former  would  leave  eighteen.  But  I  did 
not  intimate  any  belief  that  the  revenue  of  the  country 
ought,  for  the  future,  to  be  permanently  fixed  at  that  or 
&ny  other  precise  sum.  I  stated  that,  after  having  effected 
so  great  a  reduction,  we  might  pause,  oautiouny  survey 
the  whole  ground,  and  deliberately  determine  upon  oliier 
measures  ^  reduction,  some  of  which  I  indicated.  And 
I  now  say,  preserve  the  protective  system  in  Aill  vigor, 
^ive  ustlw  proixeds  of'tiie  public  domain  fin*  internal 
■mprovementa,  or,  if  you  please,  partly  for  that  f^jeet, 
and  paidy  for  the  removal  of  the  iree  blacks,  with  their 
own  consent,  from  tbeUiuted  States;  and,  for  one,  1  have 
nu  objection  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  revenue  to 
fifteen,  to  thirteen,  or  vven  to  nine  nullions  of  dollars. 

In  regard  to  the  icheme  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
Miy  for  paying  off  tl.e  whole  of  the  renuuning  public 
debt  by  the  4th  day  of  Mardi,  1833,  including  &e  three 
per  cent.,  and,  for  that  purpose,  selling  the  bank  stock,  I 
had  remarked  that^  with  the  exception  of  tiie  three  per 
cent.,  x\hxc  was  not  more  than  about  four  millions  of  dd- 
lars  of  the  debt  (kie  and  payable  within  this  year;  that,  to 
meet  this,  the  Secretary  nad  stated,  in  his  annual  report, 
that  the  treasury  would  have,  from  the  receipts  of  this  year, 
fintrteen  Boilllona  frf*  doUirs,  a^Hcable  to  die  prinapal  of 
the  debti  that  1  did  not  petCMve  any  urgeDcy  for  paying 
off  the  three  per  cent,  by  the  precise  day  suggestedt  and 
that  there  was  no  necessity,  aeconUor  to  the  plans  of  the 
treasury,  assuming  them  to  be  expeflietit  and  proper,  to 
postpone  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  unprotected  articles. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  imputed  to  me  ignoranoe 
of  the  act  of  the  24th  April,  1830,  according  to  which,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Secretary  wasoUfgecf  to  purchase  the  three 
^er  cent.  On  what  ground  the  Senator  supposed  I  was 
tgnenaU  at  that  act,  he  has  not  stated.  Althou^i,  when 
it  passed,  I  waa  at  Ashland,  I  assure  him  that  1  was  not 
there  altogether  nninfonoed  of  what  was  passing  in  the 
worid.  I  regularly  received  the  ReKisler  of  my  excellent 
friend  Hr.  Niles,  pubUshed  in  Baltimore,  the  National 
Intelligencer,  and  odier  papers.  There  are  two  errors  to 
which  gentlemen  are  aometimcs  liable:  one  is  to  magnify 
the  amount  of  knowle^^  which  they  posset*  themselves 
and  the  second  is  to  depreciate  tbat  which  others  have 
ai»)aired.  And  mil  the  gentleman  from  Maiybutd  euHise 
me  for  thinkii^  that  no  man  ia  more  prone  to  eomnut 
both  errors  than  lumaelf?  I  will  not  say  that  he  is  ^gno- 
rani  of  the  true  meaning  of  the  act  of  1830,  but  I  cer- 
tainly place  a  different  coiutruetion  upon  it  from  what  he 
does.  It  does  not  <AUge  the  Secretary  of  the  IVensury, 
or  rather  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  ap- 
ply the  surplus  of  any  year  to  the  purdiase  of  the  three 
per  cent,  stock  particularly,  but  lieavea  tfaem  at  liberty 
■■to  vm\^  such  surplus  to  the  purchase  of  aa^  portion  of 
the  public  debt,  at  such  rates  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be 
advantageous  to  the  United  States."  This  vests  a  diatre- 
Honary  authority,  to  be  exercised  under  official  respon- 
mbility.  And  if  any  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  he 
had  the  option  of  purcha»ng  a  portion  of  the  debt,  bear- 
ing  a  lu^^er  rate  of  interest,  at  par  or  about  par,  were  to 
execute  the  act  by  purcba»ng  the  three  per  cent,  at  its 
presentpriceihewouldilieritimpeachment.  Undoubtedlya 
state  of  nets  may  exist,  such  as  there  being  no  public  debt 
remaining-  to  be  pud  but  the  tiiree  per  cent,  atosk,  with 
a  surplus  in  the  treasury,  idle  and  unproductive,  in  which 
it  might  be  expedient  to  apply  that  surplus  to  the  r«m- 
biirsemcnt  of  the  three  per  cenU.  But,  whilst  the  intC' 
reat  of  money  w  at  a  greater  rate  than  three  per  cent.,  it 
would  not,  I  think,  be  vise  to  produce  an  aocumulation 


of  public  treasure  for  such  a  purpose.  The  postpone- 
ment of  any  reduction  of  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  at 
this  sesBon,  must  bowev«-  give  rise  to  tbat  very  aecumu- 
lationt  and  it  is,  therefore,  that  1  cannot  perceive  the 
utili^  of  the  postponement. 

We  are  told  by  the  gmUenun  from  Maryland,  that 
offlers  have  been  trade  to  the  Secretan^  of  the  Treasury 
to  exchai^  three  per  cents,  at  their  mai^et  price  at 
ninety-six  per  cent,  for  the  bank  stock  of  the  Government 
at  its  market  price,  which  is  about  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nxj  and  he  thinks  it  would  be  wise  to  accept  them. 
If  the  charter  of  the  bank  is  renewed,  that  stock  will  be 
probably  worth  much  more  than  its  preaent  pricef  if  not 
renewed,  much  less.  Would  it  be  ftlr  in  Oorermnen^ 
wUht  the  question  ispen^ng  and  undecided,  to  make 
fludisn  exchange*  The  difference  in  value  between  a 
stock  bearing  three  per  cent,  and  one  bearing  seven  per 
cent.,  must  be  really  much  greater  than  the  difference 
between  ninety-mx  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  per 
cent.  Suppoung  them  to  be  perpetual  annuities,  the  one 
would  be  worth  more  than  twice  the  value  of  the  other. 
But  my  objection  to  the  treasury  plan  ta,  that  it  is  not  ne- 
eessaiy  to  execute  it—to  omtinue  these  duties,  aa  the 
Secretary  proposes.  The  Secretary  haa  a  debtof  twen^- 
four  millions  to  payi  he  has,  from  the  accruing  retapU 
of  this  year,  fourteen  millionst  and  we  are  now  told  W 
the  Senator  from  Maiyluid  tliat  this  sum  of  fourteen  mil- 
lions is  exclusive  of  an^  of  the  duties  accruing  this  year. 
He  proposes  to  ruse  eight  millions  by  a  sale  of  the  bank 
stock,  and  to  antidpate,  fftim  the  revenues  receivable 
next  year,  two  millions  mine.  These  three  items,  then, 
of  fourteen  millions^  ^(^^  millions,  and  two  tmIHops,  make 
up  the  sum  required  of  twenty-four  millions,  without  the 
aid  of  the  duties  to  which  the  resolution  relate*. 

llie  gentleman  from  Maryland  insists  that  the  General 
tiovemment  has  been  liberal  towards  the  West  in  its  ap- 
propriations of  public  lands  for  internal  improvements;  * 
and,  as  to  fortifications,  he  contends  that  the  expenditures 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Ifitaii^i^  are  fbr  its  eq>ecial  bene- 
fit. The  wpropriations  of  land  to  tiie  States  of  OUt^ 
Indiana,  Ilhnms  and  Alabama,  have  been  ^ral(  but  It 
ia  not  to  be  overlooked,  that  the  Oeoeral  iQovenunent  is 
itself  the  greatest  proprietor  of  land,  and  tbat  a  tendency 
ofthe  improvements,  which  these  appropriations  were  to 
effect,  iato  increase  the  value  of  the  unsold  public  domain. 
The  erection  of  the  fortifications  for  the  defmce  of  Lou- 
isiana was  highly  proper;  but  the  gentleman  might  as 
weU  place  te  the  account  of  die  West,  the  disbia*setnents 
fbr  the  fertiflcatioAs  intended  to  defend  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, and  New  York,  to  all  which  capitals  Western 
produce  is  sent,  and  in  security  of  all  of  which  the  West- 
em  people  feel  a  lively  interest.  They  do  not  object  to 
expenditures  for  the  army,  for  the  navy,  for  fortifications, 
or  for  any  other  defensive  or  commercial  object  on  the 
AtUntic,  but  they  do  tiiink  that  their  condition  ou^t 
also  to  receive  friendly  attention  from  the  General  Go- 
vernment. With  respect  to  the  State  ctf  Kentue^,  not 
one  cent  of  money,  or  one  acre  of  land,  has  been  applied 
to  any  object  of  internal  improv«neiit  wttiiin  her  limits. 
The  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  canal  at  Looisrille 
was  for  an  object  in  which  many  States  were  interested. 
The  Senator  from  Maryland  complains  tiiat  he'  has  been 
unable  to  obtain  any  aid  for  the  nulroad  which  the  enter- 
prise of  Baltimore  has  projected,  and,  in  part,  executed. 
That  was  a  great  work,  the  conception  of  which  was  bold 
and  highly  honorable,  uid  it  deserves  nMitHisl  enooanwe- 
ment  But  how  has  the  Committee  of  Beads  and  Canu^ 
at  this  session,  been  constituted?  The  Senator  troxa  Mary- 
land posseased  a  brief  authority  to  organise  it,  and,  if  I 
am  not  misinformed,  a  majori^  of  the  members  composing 
it,  appointed  by  him,  are  opposed  both  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  power  and  the  expediency  of  exercising  it. 
And  now,  air,  I  would  addreaaafew  words  to  the  frimdi 
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of  the  Amerieu  ajntem  in  tiie  Senate.  The  revenue 
musi,  o^fb  to  be  Kduced.  The  country  will  not,  after, 
by  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  ten  or  twelve  milHons 
fH  doUm  become  unneceisarv,  bear  such  an  annual  sur- 
plus. Its  ^stribution  would  form  a  subject  of  perpetual 
coatenti(»i.  Seme  of  the  opponents  of  the  system  under- 
stand the  Btratagem  by  which  to  attack  it,  and  are  shaping 
their  course  accitndingly.  It  is  to  cnid)  the  system  by  the 
accumulation  of  revenue,  and  by  the  effort  to  persuade 
the  peopte  Hut  they  are  onneceMKrily  taxed,  vhilat  those 
vould  really  tax  then  who  vould  break  up  the  native 
■ourcea  of  supply,  and  render  them  dependent  upon  the 
foretgn.  But  tbe  revenue  ought  to  be  reduced,  so  as  to 
accfmuiiDdate  it  to  the  fact  oi  Uie  payment  of  .the  public 
debt.  And  the  alternative  is,  or  may  be,  to  preserve  the 
protecting  system,  and  repeil  the  duties  on  the  unprotected 
articles,  or  to  prtaerve  tiie  duties  on  unprotteted  articles, 
and  endanger,  if  not  ifeafroy,  tbe  system.  Let  us  then 
adopfc  die  measozo  before  ui,  which  will  benefit  all  classes: 
the  brmer,  the-  jwofeawHial  man,  the  merdiaiit,  ibc  ma- 
nu&cturer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  cotton  pliuiter  more 
than  all.  A  few  months  ago,  there  was  no  ctiveruty 
of  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  measure.  All, 
then,  seemed  to  unite  in  the  selection  of  these  objects, 
for  a  repeal  of  duties  which  were  not  produced  withm  tbe 
eoniktry.  Such  a  repeal  did  not  touch  our  domestic  indiis- 
tiy,  viuatcd  no  principle,  offended  no  preju^ce. 

Can  we  not  all,  whatever  may  be  our  bvorite  theories, 
etwdially  tmite  on  this  neutral  ground?  When  that  is  oc- 
cupied, let  us  look  beyond  it,  and  see  if  any  thing  can  be 
done,  in  the  field  of  protection,  to  modify,  to  improve  it, 
or  to  satisfy  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  system.  Our 
Southern  brethren  beUeve  that  it  is  injurious  to  them,  and 
ask  its  repeal.  We  believe  that  its  abandonment  will  be 
preju^eial  to  them,  and  runtatu  to  every  other  aection  of 
tiw  Union.  However  stroi^  their  convictions  may  hop 
they  are  not  stronger  than  ours.  Between  tite  points  m 
tiie  preservation  of  the  system  and  its  abaolnte  repeal, 
there  is  no  principle  of  unim.  If  it  can  be  shmun  to  ope- 
rate immoderately  on  any  quarter;  if  the  measure  of  pro- 
tection to  any  article  can  be  demonstrated  to  be  undue 
and  inordinate,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  inter- 
pose and  *{>ply  a  remedy.  And  none  will  co-operate  more 
heartily  than  I  ahall,  in  the  perfiumanee  of  that  duty.  It  is 
quite  pr<^>able  that  beneficial  modifications  <^  the  ^stem 
may  be  made,  without  impairing  its  efficacy.  But,  to 
make  it  fulfil  Uie  purposes  of  its  institutioa,  the  measure 
of  protection  ou|;ht  to  be  adequate.  If  it  be  not,  all  in- 
terests will  be  injuriously  affected.  The  manufacturer, 
crippled  in  lua  exertions,  will  produce  less  perfect  and 
deiMT  frbrics,  and  the  consumer  will  feel  the  consequence. 
TItiB  ie  the  spirit^  uid  these  are  the  principles  only,  on 
which  it  seems  to  me  that  a  settlement  of  this  great  ques- 
tion can  be  made  aatiabctorily  to  all  parts  of  our  Union. 

(The  delivery  of  the  above  mieeoh  of  Ur.  Ctav  oc- 
cupied portions  of  three  teveral  dayst  but  the  whole  is 
embodied  here,  unbroken.] 


FaimT,  FsBacART  3. 
THE  TARIFF. 

After  tbe  t^sposal  of  some  morning  buuness. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Clat's 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  CLAY  resumed  his  argument,(Ba  given  abovc,)and 
qwke  till  three  o'clock}  when,  being  much  exhausted,  he 
aiked,  yeej  rductantly,  he  said,  the  further  indulgence 
oftiie  Senate;  and 

Tbe  Senate  ad^joumed  to  Ibmday. 

MoiriiAT,  FaBRUABT  6, 
Od.  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  Joint  resolution 
flvm  tbe  Houae  for  the  i^tpointiDHit  of  a  committee  to 


make  arrangements  for  tbe  celebration  of  the  centennial 
birthday  of  Washington,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  Chur  was  directed 
to  appoint  the  committee. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  thirteen  as  the  number  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  UUGGLES,  twenty-four,  and  Mr.  WEB- 
STER, five.    The  last  number  was  adopted. 

THE  TARIFF.  ' 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  eoninderatioo  (tf  the  rcsolu- 
tioii  offiered  }ay  Ur.-  Cut,  fiir  the  modificatiiHi  of  the  tariffl 

3<r.  CLAY  roee*  and,  in  a  speech  of  about  three  boun, 
concluded  his  ai|fU0ient  (as  pven  above)  in  support  of 

tiie  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  rose,  and  sud  he  was  sorry  to  find 
that  he  bad  unintentionally  offended  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  In  referring  to  the  vigorous  age  he 
himself  enjoyed,  he  bad  not  suppcucd  he  should  give  of- 
fence to  others  who  complaiaed  of  the  mfimuties  of  age. 
The  genUeman  from  Kentocky  was  the  last  who  should 
take  the  remark  as  dleparsgiug  to  his  vigor  and  personal 
appearanoet  for,  when  that  j^ntteman  spoke  to  us  of  hia 
age,  he  heard  a  yoimg  lady  near  Mm  excbum —  "  Old,  why 
I  think  he  is  migh^  pretty."  Tbe  honorable  gentleman, 
on  Friday  last,  maae  a  similitude  where  none  existed.  I, 
Bidd  Mr.  S.,  Ittd  suggested  tbe  necessity  of  mutual  for- 
bearance in  settling  the  tariff,  and,  thereupon,  the  gc*- 
ticman  vociferated  loudly  and  angrily  about  removals  from 
office.  He  said  I  was  a  leader  in  tiie  system.  I  deny'  the 
fa^.  I  never  exercised  tbe  least  influence  in  effecting  a 
removal,  and,  on  tbe  contrary,  I  interfered,  succesafuUy, 
to  prevent  the  removal  of  two  gendemen  in  office.  I  am 
charged  with  making  a  conunittee  on  roads  and  canals,  ad- 
Terse  to  internal  improvement.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  by  misUke. 
I  certainly  supposed  evenr  gentleman  named  on  that  com- 
mittee but  one  to  be  firiendly  to  internal  improvement.  To 
the  Committee  on  Manufiictares  I  assigned  four  out  of  five 
who  were  known  to  be  friendly  to  the  protective  systoo. 
Tbe  rights  of  the  minority,  be  had  endeavored,  also,  in  ar- 
ranging the  committees,  to  secure.  Tbe  iqipoJntmentof  the 
committees  he  bad  founid  one  of  the  moat  difficult  and  oner- 
ous tasks  he  had  ever  undertaken.  One-third  of  die  House 
were  lawyers,'  all  of  whom  wanted  to  be  put  upon  some 
important  comm'ittee.  The  oath  which  the  Senator  had 
tendered,  he  hoped  he  would  not  take,  in  the  year  1795, 
Mr.  8.  sud,  he  had  sustained  a  protective  duty  ^^nst  the 
opposition  of  a  member  from  Pittsburg.  Previous  to  the 
year  1623,  he  had  always  given  incidental  support  to  ma- 
nufactures, in  fixing  the  tariff.  He  was  a  warm  friend  to 
the  tariff  of  1816,  which  he  still  rwarded  as  a  wise  and 
beneficial  law. '  He  hoped,  then,  ma  gentleman  would 
not  take  his  oath. 

Mr.  CLAY  phced,  he  said,  a  high  value  on  the  compli- 
ment of  whicn  the  honorable  Senator  was  tiie  channel  of 
communication;  Snd  he  the  more  valued  it,  inasmuch  as  he 
did  not  recollect  more  than  once  before,  in  his  life,  to  have 
received  a  similar  compliment.  He  was  happy  to  find 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  tbsclaimed  the  syatem  of 
proscription;  and  he  should,  with  his  approbation,  here- 
after cite  h'ls  autiiority  in  opposition  to  it.  The  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  whatever  were  tlic  gentleman's  in- 
tentions in  constructing  it,  had  a  migority  of  members, 
whose  votes  and  speeches  agunst  intenial  improrements 
were  matter  of  notoriety,  llie  gentleman's  appeal  to  his 
acts  in  '95,  is  perfectly  safe;  for,  old  as  I  am,  my  know- 
ledge of  his  course  does  not  extend  back  that  far.  He 
would  take  tiie  period  which  the  gentleman  named,  since 
1822.  It  comes,  then,  to  this:  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  in  favor  of  protecting  manu&ctures;  but  lie  bad  turn- 
ed—I  need  not  use  the  word — be  has  abandoned  manu- 
factures. Thus 

"  OU  politicliM  ehcw  on  wMob  Mt, 
And  Utter  vm  in  biiMiieM  to  Ui*lMt.*' 
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Mr.  smTH.  The  lut  tlhiwon  if  anvorthy  ofthe  ^n- 
tieinan.  Totter,  rir,  I  totter.  Tboug:h  some  twenty  years 
older  than  the  gentleman,  1  can  yet  stand  firm,  and  am 
yet  able  to  correct  his  errors.  I  could  take  a  view  ofthe 
gentleman's  course,  which  would  show  how  inconsistent 
he  has  been.  [Mr.  CLAY  exclaimed:  "  Take  it,  sir,  take 
it— I  dare  you."  [Criesof  "order."]  Ko,  «r,  taid  Mr. 
S.,  I  will  not  take  it.  I  will  not  so  far  ^iregard  what  ia 
due  to  die  d^itj  ofthe  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TV£8DAT,  FkIBDART  7. 

[Tlie  following  members  were  announced  as  having 
been  appointed  by  the  Chair  on  the  jnnt  committee  for 
maUng  arrangements  for  celebrating  the  centennial  birth- 
day of  Washington,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  yesterday, 
viz.  Hr.  Takkwkll,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Cut,  Mr.  Web- 
araa,  and  Mr.  Tboup. 

The  journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose,  and  said  that  he  perceived  in 
the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  his  name  on  the 
committee  ^pointed  in  conjunction  with  the  committee 
of  the  other  House,  for  the  purpose  of  makinj;  arrange- 
ments for  the  celebration  of  the  cenlentual  birthday  of 
the  lint  Prendent  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  re- 
collected that  the  condition  of  Uie  Senate  was  such,  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  under 
which  the  committee  was  appointed,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  its  presiding  officer  to  distinguish  the  ditsenting 
vote  given  by  himself  and  two  other  Sen^ra  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  mcftsure.  Although  opposed  to  serving  on  the 
committee,  be  would  not  have  troubled  the  Senate  with 
the  application  he  was  about  to  make,  did  he  not  feel  it 
his  duly  to  announce  decidedly  his  sentim^ts  in  relation 
to  the  purpose  for  which  the  committee  was  instituted. 
Were  it  one  of  the  ordinary  commitlees  that  he  was  then 
called  upon  to  serve  in,  he  should  not,  however  irksome 
the  service,  have  asked  to  be  excubed;  but  when  a  depu- 
tation of  that  body  was  appointed  to  meet  a  committee  of 
the  other  House,  tbat  deputation  should  express  a  unani- 
mous opinion  in  relation  to  the  buunesa  on  which  they 
were  to  act;  and  -he,  therefore,  entertaining  different 
views  from  those  intended  by  the  resolution,  was  com- 
pelled to  ask  the  Senate  to  excuse  him  from  serving. 
Though,  on  ordinary  occasions,  he  was  disposed  to  make 
a  lacnfice  of  his  own  feelinf^  bis  own  wishes,  and  his 
own  convenience,  yet,  on  this,  lie  felt  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose, in  the  most  decisive  manner,  the  consummation  of 
a  punose,  to  the  inception  and  concoction  of  which  he 
bad  been  equally  opposed.  Man-worship,  how  great 
soever  the  man,  Mr.  T.  sud  he  would  ever  oppose.  For 
these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  appoint,  in  his 
place,  some  other  gentleman,  whose  sentiments  and  feel- 
ings better  qualified  him  to  serve  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  T.  was  then  excused. 

Mr.  TROUP  also  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
the  CMnmittee.  Mr.  T.  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice 
as  10  be  scarcely  audible  in  the  reporter's  seat;  but  he 
was  underatood  to  |^ve  the  same  reasons  for  wishing  to  be 
excused  as  were  given  by  Mr.  Taiiwsll. 

Hr.  WHITE,  at  a  subsequent  part  of  the  day,  also 
asked  to  be  excused.  He  said  that  precisely  the  same 
reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  dis- 
qualified him  from  serving.  He,  too,  waa  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  and  had  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  W.  was  likewise  excused. 

Hr.  SMITH  also  requested  to  be  excused,  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health.  He  had  been  indisposed  in  conse- 
quence of  joining  in  celebrating  the  8th  of  January,  and 
was  compded  to  confine  himself  witliin  doors  when  not 
engaged  in  duty  at  tbe  Senate,  especially  in  the  evenmg. 

Mr.  S.  waa  accordin^y  excusec. 


THE  TABIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
proposed  by  Mr.  Clai  for  the  modification  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  HILL,  of  New  Hunptbire,  again  rose.  He  said, 
that  I  may  be  distinctly  understood  as  not  being  opposed 
to  any  manufacturing  interest  worthy  of  protection,  I  will 
give  notice  of  my  intention  to  propose  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
moved  to  strike  out.  This  substitute  is  an  outline  for 
such  a  "judicious  tarifT*  as  will  amply  protect  our  manu- 
factures, and  at  the  same  time  not  do  violent  injustice  to 
the  other  great  intercats  of  the  country.  It  offers  a  pro- 
tection much  greater  than  any  law  passed,  or  recommend- 
ed to  be  passed,  by  Washington,  Adams,  or  Jefferson.-  It 
meets  restriction  from  abroad  with  ample  restriction  at 
home;  at  the  same  time,  it  invites^forelgn  nations  to  be 
more  liberal  to  us.  With  the  consent  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  I  will  offer  this,  should  tlie  resolution 
under  consideration  be  rejectedi  and  will  be  willing  so  to 
modify  it  as  may  suit  the  views  of  any  Senator  who  would 
yield  somethinpp  for  conciliation  oh  thismomentous  subject. 

My  proportions  are  as  follow: 

1.  That  any  amount  of  imposts  above  twenty-five  per 
cent,  (that  being  tantamount  to  a  protection  of  thirty -seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  to  the  manufacturer)  on  the  first  cost 
of  foreign  importations,  is  not  necessary  for  the  perma- 
nent protection  of  American  industry  and  tbe  full  and 
profitable  employment  of  American  capital. 

2.  Itiat,  for  the  better  protection  of  American  manu- 
factures, ah  imposts  on  foreign  raw  materials  (iron  and 
wool  for  the  present  excepted)  ought  to  be  abolished. 

3.  That,  for  the  more  ample  security  of  the  trading 
and  mercantile,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing interests,  the  present  tariff  of  duties  ought  not  to 
be  matcriiiUy  reduced  by  law  to  take  effect  sooner  than 
the  1st  of  January,  1833. 

4.  That  the  duty  on  raw  wool  (with  tlie  exception  of 
the  coarser  kinds  not  produced  in  this  country,  which 
should  be  entirely  free  of  duty)  shall  be  reduced  gra- 
dually, say  five  per  cent,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  until  it 
&II9  to  fifteen  per  cent. 

5.  That  the  duties  on  unmanufactured  iron  and  steel 
be  at  first  reduced  to  a  rate  that  shall  protect  American 
manufactures  of  iron,  taking  into  view  the  duties  on 
foreign  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel  now  existing;  and 
afterwards  be  gradually  furtiier  reduced  to  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding fif^n  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

6.  "niat  the  minimums  of  duties  on  woollens  and  cot- 
tons be  abolished  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  January, 
1833;  that  an  ad  valorem  duty  not  exceeding  forty  per 
cent,  be  then  liud,  to  be  annually  reduced  five  per  cent, 
until  it  shall  not  exceed  twenty-five  per  cent. 

7.  That  the  duties  on  all  other  manufactured  articles  in 
common  use,  exceeding  by  the  present  tariff  twenty-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  be  reduced,  from  and  after  sud  laC 
day  of  January,  1833,  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  until  they 
shall  not  exceed  twenty-five  per  cent. 

8.  That  the  duty  on  salt  be  further  reduced  five  cents 
on  a  bushel;  on  teas,  one-half  of  the  present  amount  of 
duties;  on  coffee,  to  one  cent  per  pound;  on  brown  su- 
gar, at  tlie  rate  of  half  a  cent  per  pound  per  annum,  until 
the  duty  falls  to  one  cent  per  pound. 

9.  That  the  duties  on  foreign  articles  of  luxury  Ought 
in  no  instance  to  be  reduced  in  a  ratio  greater  than  the 
duties  on  any  article  of  necessity  which  is  in  general  use. 

Educated,  Mr.  President,  as  a  plain,  practical  man,  with 
no  pretensions  at  all  to  play  tbe  orator,  my  constituents 
did  not  send  me  here  with  any  expectation  that  I  should 
participate  in 

"  Thr  popular  haraoi^p,  Uie  urr  reply. 
The  lo^c  aud  ihc  wiMtonBud  tbe  wit," 

of  men  whbsc  lives  have  been  idmost  spent  in  the  forum 
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of  debate,  and  who  have  abundance  of  ability  to  make 
the  "  worse  appew  th«  better  cause."  I  cannot  speak 
before  I  know  what  I  have  to  w».y\  and  when  I  haye  aud 
that,  I  am  done. 

Sir,  I  am  pleased  that  the  "still,  small  v<Hce  from  the 
East"  was  loud  enough  to  be  felt.  That  "  still,  small 
voice"  tenders  its  acknowledgments  to  the  Senator  fvora 
Kentucky,  whose  aptness  at  *'  all  trades"  is  equally  appa- 
rent, whether  it  be  in  applying  terms  honorable  to  his 
own,  and  dishonorable  to  the  "hungry  brood"  who  differ 
from  him,  or  in  grasping  far  his  own  all  that  is  good,  and 
turmnff  over  to  the  **  ghosts"  that  seem  to  haunt  his 
imafnnation  all  that  is  unwelcome. 

Of  the  "lean  kine"  and  "starvelings,"  the  "ill  favor- 
ed" and  "pale  faced,"  so  vividly  described  by  the  Sena- 
tor— and  it  may  be  added,  of  the  sturdier  gentlemen,  too, 
"  with  fa.t  round  capon  lined,"  who,  since  the  4th  of 
March,  1829,  have  hung  on  their  sleeves,  and  besieged 
and  begged  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  for 
office  and  for  treasury  pap — it  mav  be  well  to  remember 
that  at  least  the  one-half  of  them  either  were,  in  the  election 
of  t8S8,  or  are  now,  in  the  ranks  of  the  *■  American  sys- 
tem" men,  and  opposed  to  the  present  administration  and 
its  head. 

if  the  "still,  small  voice"  be  only  as  one  of  twelve  in 
this  honorable  body  from  the  six  New  England  States,  the 
Senator  need  not  be  informed,  such  is  the  progress  of  on- 
porition  to  "  his  system,"  that  any  election  since  1828 
would  here  present  them  as  good  as  four  to  eight. 

The  Senator  claims  the  tariff  law  of  1S16  as  part  and 
parcel  of  his  own  great  "fysteni"  and  yet  he  tells  you 
that  this  country  never  saw  seven  years  of  such  intense 
pecuniary  suffering  and  distress  as  between  1816  and 
1824!  The  Senator  must  have  forgotten  1827,  '28,  and 
'29,  when  there  were  more  failures,  more  ruin  amongthe 
manufacturers  of  New  England  [and  this  distress  was  not 
confined  to  them— it  was  general]  than  all  that  had  taken 
njace  in  all  other  years  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 
Why,  sir,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  little  State  of  Rhode  Island  was  supposed  to  be 
involved  in  irretrievable  ruin.  Her  excellent  working 
man,  Saimiel  Slater,  one  of  the  foreigners  that  are  so  ob- 
noxious to  the  Senator's  displeasure,  the  father  of  the 
manufacturers  in  New  England,  was  paralyzed,  and  coidd 
not  meet  his  payments,  although  worth  more  than  twelve 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  manuftcturing  eatabUsh- 
ments,  which  then  could  avail  him  nothing.  Had  he  not 
been  relieved  by  the  g^nerosi^  and  capital  of  other 
wealthy  men  at  the  moment,  the  whole  manufecturing 
induBt^  of  Rhode  Island,  embracing  many  millions  of 
dollars,  must  have  been  prostrated.  This,  however,  was 
a  buwnesa  on  a  "small"  scale,  and  probably  never  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  honorable  Senator. 

Sir,  to  prove  to  you  that  my  motives  are  not  selfirti,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  state  that  I  am  myself  interested  in  a 
cotton  manabctory  to  the  amount  of  wme  fifteen  thousand 
dollarsi  this  b  a  small  sum,  but  it  is  more  to  me  Uian  a 
hundred  thousand  are  to  other  owocrs.  Now,  I  do  not 
believe — and  the  establishment  has  been  well  managed — 
that  the  tariff  law  of  1828  has  benefited  my  interest  one 
cent.  So  far  from  it,  during  the  whole  of  1829,  if  I  had 
wanted  the  money,  I  could  not  raise  a  dollar  on  the  secu- 
rity which  this  stock  afforded,  and  even  in  1B30  I  could 
not  have  sold  it  for  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar.  If  you  will 
repeal  unnecessary  (axes  on  necessary  articles  of  con- 
sumption— reduce  them  on  foreign  iron,  several  tons  of 
which  were  used  fur  this  esUblishment  last  year— on 
woollens,  flannels,  buzes,  many  yards  of  which  are  used 
and  worn  by  persons  employed;  on  salt,  on  brown  sugar, 
and  on  various  other  articles  necessary  to  be  uscd{  and 
even  reduce  them  on  calicoes,  ginghama,  and  other  cot- 
ton clo^i  I  will  connder  it  as  doing  me  a  favor  even  in 
relation  to  my  interest  in  the  cotton  ntabUshment. 


Sir,  honorable  Senators  know,  if  all  the  people  cannot 
realize  it,  that  in  our  highest  councils  the  *f  still,  small 
voice"  of  truth  sometimes  prcvaih  against  all  the  efforts 
of  hatred,  envy,  revenge,  andmadnen.  The  "itil^  small 
voice"  of  reason,  operating  on  a  thinking,  virtuous  people, 
brings  about  such  results  as  have  often  astonUhed,  if  not 
disappointed,  the  honorable  Senator  himself.  The  "still, 
small  voice"  of  conscience  is  often  whispering  to  unhal- 
lowed ambition  to  pause  in  its  career^  but  some  there  are 
so  reckless,  that  neither  die  warnings  of  consdence  nor 
the  premonitions  of  religion  can  arrest  their  course.  l*he 
"still,  small  v(MCB"or conscioua rectitude,  whether  «e«<- 
ed  at,  pointed  at,  or  threatened,  standi  as  the  unmoved 
rock. 

The  "Btill,  small  vcnce"  of  patriotism  turns  with  di^ust 
from  such  reproaches  as  have,  in  this  debate,  been  caat  on 
that  American  citizen  who  has  been  called,  a  •'heartless 
foreigner,"  that  "never  possessed  one  American  feel- 
ing'" I  say  American  citizen,  for  he  is  an  older  Ameri- 
can citizen  than  your  present  constitution,  and  carried 
arms  to  f^t  for  our  liberties  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. 
That  man  who,  in  die  halls  of  your  lepslature,  and  ebe* 
where,  succes^ully  grappled  with  and  prostrated  the  po- 
liticians that,  for  a  season,  had  fixed  on  tiic  people  the 
odious  alien  and  sedition  laws;  that  man  who,  with  Tho- 
mas Jefferson  and  James  Madison,  and  other  patriots, 
assisted,  in  1801,  to  bring  back  the  Government  to  first 
principlest  that  man  who,  for  twelve  years,  admiiuMered 
the  financial  department  of  your  Government  wiUi  unri- 
valled ability,  and  brought  order  out  of  chaos;  that  man 
who  was  the  first  to  bring  the  system  of  revenue  to  a  scale 
that  prevented  a  continued  resort  to  loans  and  direct  taxes, 
and  also  the  first  to  commence  a  rapid  discharge  of  the 
great  public  debt,  contracted  by  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion; that  man  who  labored  asMduoudy  in  negotiating  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  while,  if  report  speak  true,  at  leaat  one 
of  his  colleagues  was  enj<^ing  pleasmvs  to  wluch  his  un- 
tiring industry  was  a  stranger;  that  man  who  was  thought 
fit,  even  by  the  last  administration,  to  conduct  tlie  mo* 
important  ne«)tiationa  with  Great  Britsan; — this  statesman 
and  patriot  Will  not  be  cast  off— will  not  be  branded  by 
the  American  people  as  unworthy  U»e  American  name. 

Sir,  since  the  silting  of  yesterday,  I  have  read  the  me- 
morial of  the  Free  Trade  Convention,  addressed  to  this 
Senate  and  the  House  tiS  RepresenUtives,  written  and 
ngned  by  Albert  Gallatint  nor  can  I  much  wond«r,  when, 
considennjf  bis  attachment  for  that  darting  diild,  the 
"  American  iqwtero,"  that  the  Senator's  wrath  was  enkin- 
dled. "The  pitcher  has  been  broken  at  the  finintain, 
and  the  mourners  go  aboutihe  streets;"  the  dear,  the  only 
child  has  been  buried  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  and 
there  is  "no  hope  of  a  tree  that  is  cut  down."  The 
"American  system"  has  been  murdered — has  breathed 
its  last,  while  yet  struggling  for  life  under  the  unmerd. 
fill  blows  inflicted  by  tiie  man  iriu>  has  been  set  down  as 
a  "  heartless  formner."  The  Senator  will  not  toim  for- 
get or  forgive  cither  Albert  Gallatin,  or  the  venerable 
Senator  from  Marjland,  ftrthest  at  my  left.  The  one 
has  demonstrated  that  the  "American  system"  La  all  a 
cheat  and  a  delusion,  attempted  to  be  practised  on  the 
American  people;  and  the  other  has  left  the  American 
nation  to  infer  tliat  their  Department  of  Stale  was,  a  great 
part  of  the  time,  without  any  competent  head  at  hcnn^ 
to  attend  to  its  fisreign  relations,  firing  the  last  adnunis- 
tration! 

Sir,  more  tiian  thirty  years  ago  there  lived,  in  Virf^nia, 
a  man  who  was  imbued  with  a  genius  and  with  principles 
worthy  of  Patrick  Henry  t  that  man  was  John  Thompson, 
of  Petersburg.  Although  he  did  not  live  to  complete  his 
twenty-third  year,  (says  his  biographer,)  "his  virtues, 
his  talents,  his  unrivalled  eloquence,  his  enthiuiastic  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  republicanism,  gave  to  his  charac- 
ter, throughout  Virginia,  a  celebrity  woich  no  man,  at  his 
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^  h«d  ever  before  attuned.  His  appliemtion  to  stuily 
wu  uaremitted,  and  the  progress  which  he  had  made  was 
npid  and  preat.  He  seemed  to  acquire  knowledge  al- 
most byinUiiBon;  and  what  he  once  learned,  he  never 
fijrgot."  ThisgenUcman,  in  the  latterpartof  1798,  wrote 
and  published  the  letters  of  Curtius,  in  the  Petersburg 
Gaxette,  whifA  «re  renubKsbed  in  the  volume  which  I 
bold  in  my  hmnd.  In  diete  letters,  is  truly  and  Taidifully 
delineated  the  charaeter  of  AH>ert  Gallatin:  if  the  author 
had  been  endowed  with  the  gift  of  preadence,  he  could 
not  have  ftimished  matter  more  apponte  to  tiie  present 
occanon  than  what  I  shall,  with  the  porraiasioa  of  the  Se- 
nate, read  to  you.    He  says: 

"Nicholas,  [Wilson  Cai^  Nicbohu,  of  Virginia,]  Li- 

*  vingstoD,  [the  same  Edwimi  Livingston,  whose  nomina- 

*  tioOf  lately  aO^nded  in  this  body  for  weeks,  under  im- 

*  putatioiis  now  no  longer  disgraceful  to  htm,  was  passed 

*  by  unanimous  consent,]  and  Gallatin,  were  the  moat  con- 

<  apiciious  opponents  of  the  alien  'and  sedition  bills. 

*  These  enlightened  patriots  have  long  been  objects  of 

<  abh(»rence  »nd  terror  to  alt  the  enemies  of  our  consti- 

*  tu6oa  and  liberty.  The  splendid  ability  with  which  they 
*liaTe  defended  Ae  interesta  and  vindicated  the  rights  of 

*  the  pet^le,  has  endewed  them  to  every  admirer  ofge- 
'  niuB,  eloquence,  and  ^rtae,  whilst  it  has  rendered  them 

*  eminently  obnoxious  to  all  the  partisans  of  usurpation 

*  and  monarchy.  The  noble  exertions  of  these  illuitrious 
'  men  will  never  be  forgotten  whilst  patriotism  and  talents 
'  are  admired  in  the  world.  Their  names  will  descend 
'  with  renown  to  posterity,  when  their  enemies  and  slan- 
'  derets  will  be  conngned  to  oblivion's  deepest  grave. 

"When  I  select  the  names  of  Gallatin,  Livingston,  and 

*  Nicholas,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  merits  and  talents 
'  of  many  other  gentlemen.    I  have  seleeted  thrai  be- 

*  cause  they  have  been  esposed  to  die  most  cruel  oblo- 

■  quiei  of  your  party.  Mr.  Gallatin  has  been  persecuted 
'  with  all  the  detestable  rancor  of  envy  and  malice.  The 
'  accuracy     his  information,  the  extent  of  bis  knowledge, 

*  the  penpicuity  of  his  style,  the  moderation  of  his  tem- 
'  per,  and  the  irreristible  energy  of  his  reaaoniog  pow- 
'  er^  render  him  the  ablest  advocate  that  ev»  appeared 
'  in  die  cause  of  tnilh  and  liberty.  Patient  and  persever- 
'  mgt  temperate  and  firm,  no  error  escapes  bis  vigilance, 
'  no  calumny   provokes  his  pasuons.    To  expose  the 

*  blundets  and  absurdities  of  his  adversaries,  is  the  only 

*  revenge  which  he  will  condescend  to  take  for  their  in- 

*  sclent  invectives.    Serene  in  the  midst  of  clamors,  he 

*  exhibits  the  arguments  of  his  opponents  in  their  genuine 
'  colorst  he  divests  them  of  the  tmsel  of  declamation  and 

*  the  e<^webs  of  sophistry]  he  delecu  Oe  most  plaurible 

*  errata;  he  exposes  the  moat  latent  absorditiest  ne  holds 

*  the  *Bdrror  up*  to  fi>l^,  and  reasons  upon  every  sulyect 

*  with  t&e  readiness  of  intuition,  and  the  certainty  of  de- 

*  monstrstion.    Elevated  above  the  intrigues  of  parties, 

*  and  the  weaknesses  of  the  passions,  he  is  never  trans- 

*  ported  into  any  excess  by  the  zeal  of  his  friends,  or  the 
'  virulence  of  hiS  enemies.  His  object  is,  the  happinesa 
'  of  the  people-^iis  means,  economy,  liberty,  and  peace 

■  .^us  giude,  the  cmutitutim.    The  mnpathies  which 

*  fitdoate  the  heart,  and  mislead  the  understanding,  have 
'  never  allured  him  from  the  arduous  pursuit  of  truth, 

*  through  her  most  intricate  mazes.    Never  animated  by 

*  the  turbulent  and  impetuous  feelings  which  agitate  po- 

*  pular  assemblies,  he  preserves,  in  the  midst  of  contend- 

*  nw  factions,  that  coolness  of  temper  and  that  accuracy 

*  of  bought  which  philosophy  has  hitherto  claimed  as  tlie 
'  peculiar  attribute  of  her  closet  meditationB.    He  unites 

*  to  tiie  energy  of  eloqiience  and  the  confidence  inte' 

*  grity,  tike  prednon  xa mathematical  the  method  of  h^c, 
'  and  the  treoauresof  experience.  Uisopponents  sUnder 
'  turn  and  admire  him;  they  assail  him  with  ignorant  im- 

*  jtertiDence  and  pitiloa  tnalice,  Md  yet  tiiey  feel  that  he 
'  a  the  dufingor  philoiophy,  the  apottle  of  irath,  and  the 


'  fiirorite  votary  of  Bberty.    Theh*  hatred,  like  the  rebd- 

*  lion  of  Satan,  proceeds  from  the  impatieace  of  any  su- 
'  periority.    There  is  a  daily  beauty  in  his  life,  which 

*  m%kes  uiem  ugly.    Instead  of  imitating  his  excellence, 

*  they  attempt  to  conceal  it  by  a  mass  of  obloquyt  instead 
'  of  reverencing  his  unparalleled  wisdom  and  virtue,  they 
'  sharpen  die  cuurger  of  fidsehood,  and  prqure  the  pm- 
'  soned  arrows  of  envy. 

"The  conduct  of  Mr.  Gallatin  b  his  best  vin^cation. 

<  This  Arogner  has  defended  the  constitution  against  the 
'  attacks  or  native  Americans,  and  has  ^splayed  a  noble 

*  ardor  in  the  defence  of  his  adopted  country,  whilst  many 

*  of  her  sons  repose  in  inglorimis  apathy,  and  whilst  others 

<  aaswl  her  Wltn  detestable  treacheir  uid  unnatural  ha- 
'  tred." 

Mr.  Presden^  such  has  been,  so  continues  to  be,  Al- 
bert Gallatin.  The  late  censure,  the  wturiesale  denun- 
ciation of  his  good  name,  is  totidly  unmerited,  and  will 
be  as  teonlbmy  repu<&ted  by  the  American  people,  as 
were,  other  similar  denunciations  of  the  same  individual  by 
tlie  amiable  and  inflexible  Virginian  who  indited  those 
letters.  When  I  heard  the  reproaches,  methougbt,  for 
the  moment,  that  the  dynasty  o£ 1798  bad  indeed  returned, 
and  that  this  Senate  was  about  to  become  the  theatre  for 
the  ostiaciKn  of  the  nation's  best  defenders  and  bene> 
factors. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  of  North  Carolina,  next  rose,  and  sud, 
it  was  with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  be  had  determined 
to  participate  in  this  debate — a  reluctance  which  derived 
strength  from  the  conviction  that  scarcely  any  useful, 
practical  result  could  be  attained  by  the  (fiscuasion  of  a 
mere  abstract  propoution.  For  legisbdon  to  ba  mse,  it 
was  not  sufficient  that  it  be  ri^t  in  the  abstract  nwrelv, 
but  it  was  also  necessary  that  it  ahould  be  adapted  to  the 
condition  of  those  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate.  Th^r 
interests,  habits,  feelings,  senUmenta^  and  even  prqu- 
dices,  demanded  the  most  calm  and  respectfi:l  conndera- 
tion. 

Tlie  resolution  upon  the  table,  said  Hr.  U.,  contains 
matter  of  high  and  great  import.  It  inv<dvea  principles 
mingling  tn  deep  and  dangerous  connexion  with  the  inte- 
rests and  pasnons  of  great  masses  (rf  this  confederaqr.  It 
involves  a  final  decision  upon  this  tariff  poUcy,  now  pre- 
sented in  a  naked,  uiimitigatedp-^y,  aggravated  form. 
I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  the  most  momentous  question 
winch  has  ever  been  submitted  to  any  deliberative  assem- 
bly in  this  country,  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution— as.  Indeed,  the  most  fearfully  momentous  lliLit 
has  ever  occurred  in  the  whole  history  of  the  American 
people,  wth  the  single  exception  of  the  declaration  of 
American  independence. 

This  pt^cy,  m  its  inception  and  in  its  progress,  has  been 
marked  with  struggles,  kceii,  fierce,  and  resolved,  in 
some  portions  of  tiie  Union  »11  the  elements  of  discontent 
are  stirring  and  heaving  in  frightful  agitation.  The  pas- 
«ons  are  thronging  to  the  contest.,  tt  is  no  longer  dis- 
cussed  as  a  question  of  political  econoiny,  but  as  a  naked 
question  of  liberty.  Uhatl  this  course  of  things  endure 
longer  f  Is  there  any  lover  of  his  eountry  who  can  con- 
template it  without  deep  and  punful  reflections?  Shall 
this  beautiful  fabric  of  our  liberties  be  perilled  in  a  con- 
test of  mere  selfish  interests,  uncalled  for  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  country,  and  unredeemed  by  any  high,  noble,  and 
patriotic  considerations? 

Sir,  said  Hr.  H.,  the  State  from  which  I  come  regards 
this  struggle  with  deep  solicitude,  and  the  most  patriotic 
anxiety.  No  State  in  this  confederacy  looks  to  this  Union 
widi  mwe  loyalty  of  affection  than  North  Carolina.  Mo- 
derate in  her  views,  just  in  h^r  purposes,  and  proud  of 
the  glory  of  our  common  country,  she  contempl^es  with 
pain  any  system  of  policy  which  tends  to  weaken  die  af- 
fections of  this  great  brotherhood  of  the  American  peo- 
ple.   She  deprecates  the  present  system  of  taxation  as 
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esMotnlly  sectional  »nd  Mfiaht  ftnd  ts  gndually,  but  sure- 
ly, undermining-  the  fabric  of  our  noble  institutions. 
She  hu  hitherto  Bcquieic«d  in  this  policy  with  a  dignified 
moderation,  looking-  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt  as  a  period  favorable  to  the  alleviation  of  her  bur- 
dens, and  a  rectification  of  the  system. 

We  are  now  upon  the  eve  or  that  enn-so  glorious  in 
modern  annals — tlie  public  fiuth  redeemed,  and  the  pub- 
lic eng^fements  all  fulfilled.  In  this  new  state  of  things 
it  becomes  us  to  survey  our  position,  and  accommodate 
our  policy  to  our  actual  condition  and  tlie  ^igencies  of 
the  Government. 

That  position  b  both  difficult  and  delicate.  The  occa- 
sion imperiously  demands  a.  great  reduction  of  the  revenue 
— a  reduction  to  the  actual  necessities  of  the  Government. 
IVisclom,  |inidenoe,  and  justice  require  that  it  shall  be 
effected  with  as  little  injury  as  poanble  to  the  manu&cturing 
ettabli^ments,  built  up  in  a  different  state  of  things . 
'  This  question  has  been  argued  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ci.^x,]  upon  the  assumption  that  a  Urge 
portion  of  this  country  are  laboring-  for  an  entire 
molition  of  those  eatablislimentsi  and  appeals  have  been 
made  to  excite  every  motive  of  interest,  and  arouse  every 
selfish  principle,  to  rally  /round  this  tariff  systemf  and 
protect  it  front  the  assaults  of  its  ruthless  assailants. 

Sir,  these  appeals  have  been  made  with  admirable  sa- 
gacity— with  a  deep  conviction  that  the  system  can  be 
mwnlained  only  by  arousing  the  passions,  and  excluding 
the  lights  of  calm  and  sober  resson.  But,  sir,  has  this  as- 
sumption any  foundation  in  fact.'  Js  there  any  party  in 
this  country  that  seeks  to  demolish  the  manufacturing 
establisliments  ^  Is  there  any  which  is  not  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  difficult  and  delicate  responnbihty  of  reor- 
ganizing our  sjrMem  of  imposts,  and  aojustinf  the  duties, 
with  a  due  rej^fd  toall  the  j^atinteresta  of  the  country^ 
If  there  be  any  such  party,  it  is  unknown  to  me.  Sir,  the 
great  object  of  those  whom  I  represent,  and  with  whom 
I  associate,  is  to  adjust  this  system  so  as  to  approumate,  as 
near  as  may  be,  an  equal  participation  in  the  Durdent  and 
benefits  of*^  the  Government. 

E^inality  under  the  present  system  of  taxation  is  wholly 
unattainable.  The  agricultural  and  planting  States  will 
of  necessity  pay  more  than  their  equal  proportion  of  the 
revenue.  This  proposition  is  obvious  and  incontroverti- 
ble. The  Southern  States  have  never  complained  of  that 
inequality,  while  the  revenue  power  was  fairly  exercised, 
and  witii  reference  to  the  necesnties  of  the  Government. 
In  war,  as  well  as  in  peace,  they  have  borne  the  necessary 
burdens  without  a  murmur.  But  now,  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found' peace — ^the  public  debt  being  paid — they  arc  un- 
willing to  be  taxed,  not  for  the  benefit  of  Uie  Government, 
but  for  the  beneBt  of  large,  wealthy,  and  flourishing 
capitalists.  A  nj'stem  so  unequal  and  so  ui^ust  cannot  be 
endured.  As  a  permanent  system,  it  will  not,  as  it  ought 
not  to  be  endured. 

What  is  .the  effect  of  the  resolution  upon  the  table  ?  It 
is  to  aggravate  the  evil.  It  is  to  tax  the  necessaries  of  the 
poor  man,  while  the  rich  may  revel  in  luxuries  as  free 
from  taxation  as  the  air  he  breathes.  It  is  to  iticreasc  the 
extravagant  bounties  already  enjoyed  by  the  rich  capitalist, 
by  diminishing  the  cost  of  many  of  the  articlea  which  en- 
ter into  the  consumption  of  his  establishment.  The  duties 
in  the  shape. of  protection  rem^n  the  same  nominally, 
while  in  ^t  tiicy  are  enhanced  to  the  whole  amount  of 
detluction  from  the  prices  of  articles  consumed  by  the 
manufacturer  and  his  laborers. 

The  only  feature  of  mitigation  is  to  be  found  in  the  re- 
duction .of  the  amount  of  revemie.  This,  however,  is 
more  tiian  cmmtcrbalanccd  by  the  increased  inequality  in 
the  action  of  the  system.  But  if  a  system  of  imposts  shall 
bo  adopted  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  the  resolution, 
what  will  be  the  extent  of  the  reduction  of  the  revenue? 
The  Senator  from  Krntucky  esthniites  it  at  seven  millions 


of  dollars;  ottien  are  of  opii^oiwtlwtit  would  be  between 
five  and  tnxt  suppose  it  to  be  seven  millions,  we  should 
then  have  an  annual  revenue  varjnng  between  eighteen 
and  twenty-three  millions  of  dollsrs,  when  the  actual  ne- 
cessities of  the  Government  would  not,  and  ought  not  to 
reqiure  more  than  ten  millions  to  be  raised  by  revenue. 
The  people  are  then  to  be  taxed  from  eiriit  to  twrire 
and  even  fifteen  nulUoni  of  doUars  ■nmialfy,  more  than 
the  actual  wants  of  the  Government,  if  the  polity  indi- 
cated by  this  resolution  shall  ultimately  prevail.  Sir,  can 
this  policy  soothe  the  discontents  of  the  public  piind,  and 
restore  harmony  to  the  distracted  councils  of  this  country? 
Can  it  heal  those  divisions  that  have  so  extensively  and 
fearfulh^  impured  the  confidence  and  sundered  the  affec- 
tions of  distant  and  important  parts  of  this  confederacy' 
Sir,  it  cannot.  The  whole  South  vill  mard  it  iridi  fixed 
aversion.  They  will  view  it  as  a  prooT  thai  our  distant 
brethren  bave  but  little  respect  for  our  feelii^t  that  they 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  our  firiendly  remonstrances,  and  heed 
not  the  narrative  of  our  violated  rights  and  multiplied 
wrongs.  Sir,  it  does  violence  to  every  conception  of  a 
free  Government.  It  is  subverwve  of  every  maxim  of  an 
enlightened  political  economy,  and  it  is  utterly  regardless 
of  that  confidence  and  affection  cemented  by  mutual  in- 
terest, which  constitute  Ifae  broad  baas— and  the  oidy 
ba«s--«pon  which  rests  the  noble  structure  of  our  five 
institutions.  Is  it  the  part  of  wisdom,  taking  broad  and 
statesman-like  views,  and  looking  ajar  off,  to  persevere  in 
a  policy  which,  by  six  or  seven  contiguous  States  in  the 
Union,  is  believed  to  bring  to  them  nothing  but  pure,  un- 
mixed evil,  and  which  a  mge  majority  of  the  people  of 
that  region  believe  to  be  in  violation  of  the  qdrit  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.' 

Sir,  it  fiirmed  no  part  of  my  purpose,  when  I  first  de- 
temuned  to  offer  my  views  tm  this  resolution,  to  touch 
the  constitutional  question.  Repeated  exporititHu  of  the 
opinions  of  the  South  had  gone  forth,  some  of  wtuch  had 
slept  their*raoment  on  your  table,  and  thence  been  con- 
signed to  the  lumber  rooms  of  this  capitol,  where  they 
still  sleep  unrespected,  unregarded,  and  forgotten.  1  had 
long  since  learned  the  utter  inotili^  of  discusMn;^  consti- 
tutional points.  I  had  seen  the  little  &vor  with  whichsuch 
discussions  are  entertained  by  Congress.  Many  in  this 
enlightened  age  seem  to  have  grown  wiaer  than  the  con- 
stitution. And  as  it  is  now  wefl  nigh  ridiculous  to  discuss 
^vely  a  constitutional  point,  so,  m  the  progress  of  our 
high  destinies,  it  may  be  made  a  point  of  order  to  touch  a 
topic  so  stale  and  hackneyed. 

But  as  several  Senators,  and  especially  the  Senator  from 
Haine,  [Mr.  IIolmxs,]  favored  the  Senate  with  long,  la- 
bored, and  subtle  ailments  in  favor  of  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  protective  system,  I  trust  I  shall  be  pudoned 
for  stating,  as  succinctly  as  I  may,  the  views  wmch  I  en- 
tertain on  this  subject.  '  It  is  not  pretended  by  the  advo- 
cates of  this  policy,  that  any  direct  and  express  power  is 
to  be  found  in  the  constitution,  to  protect  manumctores. 
But  they  insist  that  the  power  is  fairly  derived  from  tint 
part  of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  confers  on  Congress  the  power  **to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  aevenl 
States,  and  with  the  In^m  tribes."  The  whole  argument 
rcstfl  upon  the  construction  to  be  placed  on  the  words 
"toifgulate  commerce  with  foreign  nationst"  and  it  is 
conceded  on  all  hands  that  if  the  power  to  protect  manufac- 
tures cannot  be  derived  from  these  words,  it  cannot  be  found 
elsewhere,  and  consequently  does  not  exist.  What  is  a  pro- 
tecting duty.'  It  is  a  duty  laid  to  restrain  the  importation 
of  a  foreign  article  similar  to  a  domestic  article;  and  the 
duty  is  cnectual  or  not,  precisely  in  the  proportion  as  it 
affects  the  importation  of  the  foreign  article.  If  the  duty 
partially  restrains  importation,  it  is  only  partial  or  incom- 
plete protection.  To  give  the  protective  prindple  coan- 
plete  effect  it  is  necrisary  to  mcrease  the  duty  ao  as  to 
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restrain  entirely  the  importation.  Hence,  from  the  wotda 
"  to  reguLUe  commerce  with  foreirn  nations,"  you  de- 
rive the  power  to  destroy,  to  annihiuite,  cominerce  with 
foreign  nations.  A  regulation  truly!  An  obvioua  perver 
BOO  of  the  pbin  meaning  of  vords! 

"Hie  argument  neceaarily  comes  to  this  concluiion. 
For  if  you  have  the  pover  to  "  regulate  commerce,  tar 
the  purpose  of  protecting  domes^  manufactures,  you 
have  the  whole  unrestrained  power  for  that  purpose^  and 
to  effectuate  that  purpose  completely,  you  must  push  the 
pover  of  regulation  to— extinction. 

Could  this  have  been  the  meaning  of  the  framera  of  the 
constitution?  By  looking  into  die  history  of  those  times, 
I  think  it  will  be  ipparent  that  it  was  not.  Under  the 
old  coofederation,  congress  bad  the  power,  with  the  con- 
sent of  lune  States,  to  exercise  some  of  the  highest  at- 
tributes of  sovereignty — the  power  of  making  peace  and 
war;  to  cmn  moneys  regulate  its  value;  to  grant  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace;  to  enter  into 
treaties  and  alliances;  besides  many  otlier  important  pow- 
ersi  but  Congress  had  no  power  to  lay  taxes.  The  sword 
was  placed  in  the  bands  of  Congress;  but  the  arm  was 
nen-elea%  ao  long  as  tlie  States  retained  the  purse.  At 
the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  the  confederacy  was 
not  unlike  a  young  giant — victorious,  but  exhausted  and 
powerless.  The  public  debt  accumulated,  the  public 
credit  aiutihilated,  the  precious  metals  vanished,  tlie  cir- 
culating medium — the  paper  money — depreciated  and 
worthless,  public  confidence  and  private  faith  mere  terms 
of  mockery — so  that  tiie  universal  distress,  confusion,  and 
calamity  of  peace,  were  mure  sorely  felt  and  more  appal- 
ling than  all  the  horrors  of  tlie  war. 

Every  intelligent  man  referred  much  of  the  general 
suffering  to  tUc  true  cause — the  want  of  power  in  the  old 
Congress  to  ■ '  regulate,"  to  improve,  to  give  imi^  and 
stsbuity  to  our  foreign  commerce,  and  to  raise  a  revenue 
to  redeem  our  pledged  faith,  and  fulfil  our  public  engage- 
ments. Repeated  applications  were  made  to  the  States  to 
confer  upon  Congress  the  power  to  lay  duties  and  collect 
a  revenue.  Every  eye  was  turned  on  commerce,  as  be- 
ing the  most  convenient,  and  the'only  fit  andample  source  of 
rsiang  a  reve  nue  adequate  to  the  neoessiticB  of  the  Govem- 
nent.  The  respective  States  had  the  entire  control  over 
the  whole  subject  of  foreign  commercej  and  it  was  only 
by  surrendering  tliat  contr^  to  Congress,  that  an  efficient 
system  of  revenue  could  be  organized.  This  view  was 
urged  upon  the  States  with  zeal  and  ability.  The  States 
regarded  these  overtures  with  a  cokl,  scrupulous,  and 
jealous  caution.  The  able  men  of  that  day  took  the  deep- 
est interest  in  tlus  subject.  Every  topic  was  pressed 
whi<A  could  emivince  the  understanding,  kindle  the  pa- 
triotism, or  conciliate  the  confidence  of  tihe  States. 

They  were  told  of  violated  fiuth,  unredeemed  pledges, 
national  dishonor,  paralyzed  commerce,  approaching  an- 
archy— the  entire  absence  of  power  to  comhine  and  con- 
trol our  resources,  and  to  countervail  the  injurious  com- 
mercial regulations  of  foreign  countries.  But  in  no 
document  of  that  day,  notwitturtanding  the  numerous  and 
powerful  inducements  held  out  to  the  Statei  to  confer 
uptHi  Conereas  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce,"  do  T 
find  aungle  word  said  in  favor  of  conferrii^  that  power, 
as  the  means  or  as  an  instrument  to  protect  domestic  ma- 
nubetures.  Revenue,  and  revenue  alone,  was  the  great 
leading  legitimate  object.  All  these  efforts  fuled— .the 
evils  became  more  obvious,  and  the  public  neccsnties 
more  urgent.  Mr.  Madison  took  up  this  subject  in  the 
Virginia  l^isfatture  m  1765;  and  resolutions  passed  the 
House  of  Delegates,  instructing  the  delegates  tnen  repre- 
senting that  commonwealth  in  Congress,  to  propose  to  the 
other  States  to  authorize  that  assembly  to  regulate  the  fo- 
reign commerce.  This  movement  fitiled  in  the  Senate. 
It  was  revived  during  the  same  sestton-in  a  different  ferm; 
and  ftotUy,  in  January,  1786,  a  resolution  was  adf^ited, 
V6t.  VIII.— 20 


s^pointing  commiswoners  to  meet  such  commisuoners  as 
might  be  appointed  bv  the  other  States,  to  tsJce  into  coa- 
sideration  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  to  devise 
some  uniform  ^stcm  of  commennal  regulations.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  resolution,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Annqiolia* 
in  September,  1766.  Five  States  only  bemg  represented, 
the  commissioners  declined  dnt^  more  than  making  a  re- 
port to  the  Legislatures  of  their  State%  and  trans^tting 
copies  to  the  United  States  in  Congress. 

Congress  took  up  this  report  in  February,  1787,  which 
led  to  the  convention  of  Hay,  of  the  same  year,  in  Phila* 
delphia,  that  formed  the  present  constitution.  Did  the 
protection  of  domestic  manufactures  enter  into  the  con> 
templation  of  Mr.  Madison,  when  he  moved  lus  resolu^ 
tionsin  the  Virf^iiia  Legislature?  Did  it  enter  into  the 
conception' of  any  public  man  of  that  day?  Where  is  the 
memorial  of  such  a  motive?  In  what  speech  is  it  to  be 
found?  In  what  tlocument  is  it  indicated?  What  manu- 
facturing establishment  existed  m  Virginia  at  that  day, 
requiring  the  fostering  hand  of  protection'  Where  were 
then  the  conventions  of  manufacturers  to  excite  into  active 
and  vi^rous  co-operation  the  best  ability  of  the  Ancient 
Dominion?  Sir,  the  idea  is  preposterous — no  such  esta- 
blishments  existed — no  such  motive  was  conceived.  But 
suppose  such  establishments  did  exist,  and  protection  was 
the  object,  had  not  each  State  the  ample  power,  and  the 
exclusive  power,  to  encourage  and  protect?  Was  any  new 
power  necessary?  Sir,  in  tlie  whole  annals  of  legislaticm, 
1  do  not  believe  there  can  be  found  a  more  gross  perver* 
aioo  of  ,the  plain  import  of  language,  than  that  wbidi 
seeks  to  convert  the  power  to  regulate  commerce^  into  a 
power  to  protect  domestic  manu&cturesi  by  which  protec- 
tion, when  complete,  "tlie  power  to  regulate  commerce** 
is  resolved  into  an  annihilation  of  commerce.  Sir,  I  re- 
peat, the  great  object  was  commerce;  the  great  evils  were 
the  want  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  States,  in  com- 
plying with  the  requisitions  of  Congress;  the  want  of  uni- 
formity in  conmiercial  regulations  among  the  different 
States;  and  the  want  of  power,  lodged  nmewbere,  to  make 
commercial  treaties  with  fbrdign  Powers. 

But,  sir,  in  the  annual  message  of  the  President,  in  De- 
cember, 1830,  tlie  argument  in  favor  of  the  constitution- 
ahty  of  the  protective  principle  is  placed  in  a  new,  and* 
in  my  Qpinion,-the  strongest  l^t  in  which  it  can  be  pre- 
sented.   It  is  stated  as  follows: 

"  The  power  to  impose  duties  on  imports  originslly  be- 

<  lon^d  to  the  several  Stetes.  The  right  to  a<yust  those 
'  duties  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of  domestiB 

<  branches  of  industry,  is  so  completely  incidental  to  that 
'  power,  that  it  is  dimcutt  to  suppose  the  existence  of  the 
'  one  without  the  other.    The  States  have  delegated  their 

*  whole  authoritjr  over  imports  to  the  General  Govemmenl^ 
'  without  limitation  or  restriction,  saving  the  very  inconsi- 

*  derabte  reservation  relating  to  their,  inspection  laws. 

*  This  authority  having  thus  entirely  passed  from  the  State% 

*  the  right  to  exer(»se  it,  for  the  purpose  of  protection, 
'  does  not  exist  in  themi  and,  conse^piently,  if  hhe  not  poa> 
'sessed  by  the  General  Govemmeid,  it  must  be  extinct" 

With  due  respect,  1  tlunk  this  v^le  argument  is  vitia- 
ted by  a  sophiun.  The  fidlacy  conusts  in  supposing  a 
power  in  the  States  over  a  subject  which  might  have  been 
exercised  withoilt  limitation  or  restriction,  when  granted 
to  the  General  Government  for  a  particular  purpose,  may, 
by  that  Government,  be  exercised  without  limitation  or 
restriction,  without  regard  to  that  psrticutar  purpose,  and 
to  the  extent  of  aneiUire  pervenion  or  dcitnicticn  trf'that 
purpose. 

The  particular  purpose  for  granting  the  power  to  the 
General  Government  was  to  raise  reveille,  by  pviog  uni- 
ty,  vigor,  and  stabili^  to  our  fhrciak  ^commerce,  u  was 
conservative,  and  cannot  be  rij^ttnuly  axereised  hot  a 
conservative  power. 

Fennit  me  to  teat  the  logic  of  tbe  waeam^  and  oUUt 
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the  ctmelutions  to  vhich  it  leads.  The  States*  respect- 
■irdj,  before  die  idoption  of  the  coiMtitution,  b*a  the 
power  to  interdict  M  Tvtt\fa  commerce  indefinitely,  to 
uinilukte  it  forerer,  at  their  soverdgn  will  and  plntsure; 
bat  the  States  hare  granted  all  power  over  it  to  tbe  Gene- 
ral  Goremment;  therefore  the  General  GoTernment  has 
power  to  interdict  it  indefimtely  t  to  lay  a  perpetual  embar- 
go; to  annihilate  it  forever,  at  its  sovereign  will  and  plea- 
Mte.  This  conclunon,  absurd  as  it  may  seem,  inevitably 
results  from  the  argument  of  the  message.  Yet  no  intel- 
Egent  man  can  be  found  who  will  advocate  the  proposi- 
tion that  Cor^fresB,  by  a  sweeping  enactment,  can  cut  off 
forever  all  foreign  conunerce.  The  act  laying  the  embar- 
go,  in  1807,  not  indicating  upon  its  fiu^e  the  peiiod  of  its 
bnutation,  was  gravely  questioned,  in  a  cerU^  quarter, 
in  respect  to  its  constitutionality,  by  many  of  the  most 
eminent  law)'ers  and  statesmen.  And  yet  an  embargo  ia 
a  mere  temporuy  auspcnuon  of  coipmerce,  designed  to 
correct  some  evil,  penuciouS  to  its  prosperitv ;  or  as  a  pre- 
cautionary measuK,  pretiminnry  to  some  ulterior  move- 
ment that  might  expose  it  to  hazard  or  injury.  In  both 
cases  it  has  for  its  object  the  benefit  of  commerce;  to  place 
it  on  a  better  and  more  permanent  footing,  or  to  shelter 
it  f5rom  impending  evil.  It  is  a  temporary  evil,  resorted 
to  for  the  attainment  of  a  durable  good.  It  is  a  conserva- 
tive power,  and  in  that  aspect  only  is  it  rightfully  exer- 
idsabfet  and  in  that  aspect  it  is  stronf^y  contradtitinguish- 
ed  fh}m  the  protective  principle,  which  tenda  to  the 
annilulation  and  not  the  CQiVKrvUion  of  foreign  commerce. 

Again:  The  argument  is  inaccurate,  in  supposing  the 
terms  "  to  regulate  foreign  commerce"  and  to  **  protect 
domestic  manu&ctures,"  strictly  correlative:  whereas,  to 
regulate  commerce  is  one  thing,  and  to  protect  domestic 
manuftctures  is  another.  "Hie  error  consists  in  supposing 
an  in^asoluble  connexion— a  fixed  dependence,  to  exist 
between  them:  whereas,  connexion  and  dependence  are 
inddental  to  one  mode  of  existenoe  only,  uid  in  fact  the 
Government  nury  exert  a  high  and  efficacious  action  upon 
one,  i^thout  affecting  the  other.  For  example,  if,  in  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  you  burden  it  with  duties  upon 
imports,  a  connexion  instantly  springs  up,  through  the 
uiciden^  advanta^  conferred  upon  the  domestic  article 
In  a  competition  with  tte  foreign  coming  into  the  same 
market  burdened  wiUi  those  duties.  But  if,  in  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  it  is  designed  to  infuse  into  it  the  ut- 
most vigor,  that  is  attainable  only  by  conferring  upon  it 
perfect  freedom.  In  this  mode  of  existence,  then,  the 
most  natural  and  most  perfect,  all  connexion  is  dissolved, 
and  all  dependence  is  annitiilated^ 

Agun:  The  argument  is  inaccurate,  in  assuming  that 
the  power  of  protection  baa  entirely  passed  from  the 
States  and  that  it  exists  in  the  General  Govonment,  or 
must  be  extinct'  To  elucidate  tiiis  part  of  the  case,  it  is 
necessary  to  look  into  the  constitution;  and  also  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention  which  formed  it.  Tou  will 
bear  in  mind,  «r,  that  the  great  object  of  that  convention 
was  to  give  to  Congress  the  control  of  those  general  in- 
terests which  were  necessary  to  all,  and  common  to  all. 
Here  local  interests  were  designed  to  be  left  to  the  care 
of  the  local  Governments.  This  view  accords  with  the 
exposition  given  in  tiie  Federalist:  *'The  powers  dele- 
'  gated  to  the  General  Government  are  few  and  defined. 
'  Those  which  remain  to  the  State  Governments  are  nu- 
*meroua  and  undefined,  llie  former  will  be  exercised 
'on  external  objects,  as  war,  peace,  negotiation,  and 
'foreign  commerce,  with  which  last  tiie  power  of  taxa- 
'tion  will,  for  the  most  part,  be  connected.  The  powers 
'reserved  to  the  States  extend  to  aU  the  objects  which, 
■  in  the  ordinary  course  of  aflairs,  concern  the  lives,  liber- 

*  tiei,  and  properties  of  tiie  people,  and  the  internal  order, 

*  improvement,  and  prosperity  of  tiie  State." 

You  will  also  bear  in  mind  that  the  two  great  local  in- 
leresb  of  that  day  vne  the  agricHhurat  and  planting  in- 


terest of  tbe  Middle  and  South,  and  the  navigating  interest 
of  the  North  and  East:  for  the  manu&cturlng  interest 
had  not  then  risen  into  scarcely  any  consequence.  Ye^ 
it  was  foreseen  that  it  wouldbecome  a  distinct  and  import- 
ant interest.  The  States  had  then  the  power  of  fostering 
^d  protecting  manufactures,  it  could  be  done  by  givinip 
premiums,  pecuniary  bounties,  or  by  laying  prohibitoty 
duties.  But  of  all  the  modes  of  encouragement,  that  by 
restnuning  or  protulHtory  duties  was  most  convenient  and 
most  effectual.  But  as  the  wlude  power  over  foreign 
commerce  was  about  to  be  given  to  Congress  witii  a  view 
to  raiung  the  necessary  revenue,  it  was  foreseen  that  the 
States  were  about  to  be  deprived  of  the  most  convenient 
and  efficient  instrument  for  the  protection  of  domestic 
manufitctures.  Efforts  were  therefore  made,  either  to 
confer  upon  Congress  a  direct  power  for  the  encoun^e- 
ment  ana  promotion  of  manufactures,  or  to  retain  wat 
power  in  the  States,  in  some  modified  but  effloent  fbrm. 
By  looking  through  the  journal  of  the  federal  conTention* 
it  will  be  found  that  the  first  mention  made  of  manu&c- 
tures  is  on  the  18tb  of  August.  Among  a  series  of  pro- 
positions referred  to  the  committee,  appears  the  following: 
"To  establish  public  institutions,  reward  and  immunities 
'for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  commerce,  trades, 
'and  manufactures."  On  the  30th  of  August,  another 
series  of  propositions  was  referred  to  the  committee. 
Among^  them  is  one  to  this  effect:  **  There  shall  be  a  Se- 
'  cretary  of  Domestic  Affairs.  It  riiall  be  his  du^  to  at- 
'  tend  to  matters  of  general  police,  the  state  of  agncultare 
'and  manufnctures,  &c." 

The  committee  to  whora  was  referred  the  above  pro- 
poffitions,  with  divers  others,  made  a  report  on  the  33d 
August,  proposing  to  add  at  tiie  end  of  the  sixteenth  clause 
of  ^e  second  section  the  power  **  to  provide,  as  may  be- 
'  come  necessary  from  time  to  time,  for  the  well  mana^'ng 
*and  securing  cdthe  common  property  and  genenl  mte- 

*  rests  and  welfitfe  of  the  United  Statn,  in  such  manner  as 
'shaJl  not  interfere  with  the  Governments  of  individual 
'  States,  in  matters  which  respect  only  their  internal  police, 
'and  for  which  their  individual  authoiilies  may  be  compe- 
'  tent."  This  report  is  exceedingly  indefinite  in  its  terms, 
and  wholly'  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  a  Oovemment 
of  delegated  and  medfic  powers.  It  was,  tiierelbre,  veiy 
properly,  not  acted  on.  The  next  trace  ve  find  of  this 
subject,  is  on  the  31st  of  August,  when  it  was  moved  *'to 
'  refer  such  parts  of  the  eonstitotion  as  have  been  post- 

*  poned,  ana  such  parts  of  reports  as  have  not  been 
'  acted  on,  to  a  committee  of  a  member  of  each  State." 
Which  passed  in  the  affirmative.  On  the  lat  of  Septem- 
ber, Mr.  Brearly,  from  this  grand  committee,  reported 
partially,  but  said  nothing  of  manofitctures.  Again:  on 
the  4th  September,  the  same  gentleman  reported  )Mr- 
tially:  still  nlent  as  to  manufiictures.  On  uie  5th,  be 
made  a  further  and  final  report,  proponng  several  altera, 
tions  and  additions,  which  were  finally  adopted  with  slight 
modifications.  Among  them  ia  the  following:  "  To 
'promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by 
'securing,  for  limited  times,  to  authors  and  inventon 
'  the  exclunve  riglit-to  their  respective  writii^  and  dis- 
■coveries."  It  is  now  apparent  tliat,  after  repeated  re- 
ferences of  the  subject  of  "art^  maiuifiulures^*'  &c,and 
afler  full  deliberation,  the  committee  refused  to  make  any 
report  conferring  a  substantive  power  on  Congress  to 
foster  and  protect  particular  avocations,  and  that  they,  in 
fiwt,  whittled  down  all  these  sweeping  propoutions  to  the 
slender  power  of  "securing  to  authors  and  inventora,  for 
a  limited  time,"  the  exclusive  enjoyment  6f  the  fruits  of 
their  genius.  I  take  this,  ur,  to  be  a  dedtive  expresuon 
of  the  sense  of  the  convention  against  conferring  upon 
Congress  the  power  to  give  to  roanufiwturea  any  otim 
eneouragcmoit  than  tiiat  whi^  they  inddentally  derive 
from  a  revenue  system  of  duties. 

It  being  percnred  tint  no  subftantive  power  vonld  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


309 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


310 


Fu.  7,  1833,] 


[8HIA.TI. 


conferred  on  Con^ren  to  protect  doaeitic  ouHHiftctureB, 
and  that  the  States  were  about  to  be  deprived  of  the 
pQver  of  dtnng  it  by  dutiea,  a  stmnle  was  commenced 
on  tlie  28th  August,  which  was  continued  at  interrals  to 
the  15th  September,  within  two  dftyt  of  the  adjournment 
of  the  conventieit.  This  strug^e  called  forth  some  of 
the  ablest  men  in  tliat  illustrioun  bodjr,  among  whom  Lu- 
ther Xsrtin  was  particularly  distingui^ied  in  oppo«tion  to 
the  principle  prohibiting  the  States  to  lity  UBjxwts  or  ex- 
port duties  without  the  consent  <^  Congress.  The  dit- 
cusaion  turned  mainly  upon  the  interests  of  manufucnires, 
and  the  object  was  to  retain  in  the  States  a  concurrent 
power  with  Congress.  On  the  15lh  of  September,  the 
clause  wu  adopted,  which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article.  By  that  clause  the  States  may, 
without  the  coMCDt  of  Congress  previously  obtained,  lay 
such  impoiti  or  dutiea  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
execaling  tlie  inspection  lawtt  and,  with  the  consent  of 
Congress,  may  lay  such  imparts  or  duties  upon  iiriports  or 
exports  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  their  manufac- 
tures, upon  the  proriso  of  paying  the  duties  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  l(  this  latter  power  is  not  retained  in  the 
States  to  protect  toanufactures,  fur  what  is  it  retained? 
It  csuet  be  fin-  revenue,  for  that  is  to  go  into  the  public 
treasuiy.  If,  tiien,  it  is  not  wholly  nugatory,  it  can  be  for 
nothing  else  than  to  enable  the  States  to  encourage  the 
interests  of  manulactures.  ' 

Buti  sir,  wo  are  not  left  to  grope  in  the  dark  for  the 
true  meaning-  of  this  clause.  Luther  Martin,  in  his 
speech  to  the  Maryland  Lepslature,  presents  tiie  whole 
pound.  He  had  borne  a  distinguidied  part  in  the  con- 
vention at  Philadelphia.  With  an  eye  that  watched  every 
movement,  and  a  mind  that  comprehended  every  prin- 
ciple^ no  man  better  imdentood,  or  was  more  able  to  ex- 

rod,  the  views  of  that  body.  Inspeakingof  this  clause, 
mys  that—"  Every  State  U  also  prohibited  from  lay- 
'ing  any  imposts  or  duties  on  impend  or  exports,  with- 
*out  the  permission  of  the  Gcnerd  Government.   It  was 

*  urged  that,  as  almost  all  sources  of  taxation  were  given 
'  to  Congress,  it  would  be  but  reaacmable  to  leave  the 

*  Slates  the  power  of  brinpng  revenue  into  their  trea- 
'satiei^  by  laying  a  duly  upon  exports,  if  they  should 
*tlunk  proper,  which  nti^t  be  so  light  as  not  to  injure 
*or  lUseoura^  industry,  and  yet  might  be  productive 
'of  cmsiderable  revenue;  also,  that  there  might  be 
'cases  in  wUch  it  would  be  proper,  for  tlie  purpose  of 

*  encoutaipng  manufactures,  to  lay  duties  to  prohibit  the 
'  exportation  of  the  raw  materials;  and  even,  in  addition 
'  to  the  duties  laid  by  Congress  on  imports,  for  the  sake 

*  of  leveouc,  to  lay  a  duty  to  dtscoiir^  the  importation 

*  of  partictdar  articlet  into  a  Stake,  or  to  enable  a  manu- 

*  bchirec  here  to  supply  lu  on  as  good  tenna  as  they 

*  eouM  be  obtained  from  a  foreign  market.  However,  the 

*  most  we  could  drtain  wai^  that  tUt  power  migjit  be  exer- 

*  dsed  by  the  Sttfesb  with,  and  onty  witii,  the  consent  of 
'  Congress. " 

From  all  of  which  the  following  conclusions,  I  think, 
inevitably  result:  First,  that  tbe  power  to  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures  is  not  extioctf  secon^y,  that  it  is 
not  posHssed  cxclonvely  either  by  the  Genend  Govern- 
ment or  1^  tbe  States^  respectively;  but,  tlurdUy,  ftat  the 
power  doea  in  &ct  exist,  and  may  be  put  into  effident  ac- 
tion by  any  State,  with  the  consent  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. 

But,  Mr,  Senators  turn  to  the  act  of  July,  1789,  and,  with 
an  ur  of  exultation  and  anticipated  triumph,  proclum  the 
annunciation  of  the  principle  of  protection  in  the  second 
act  of  the  Government  That  the  preamble  of  that  act- 
yes,  nr,  that  preamble  which  has  been  tattered  and 
noutbed  by  every  advocate  of  the  qrstaii,  from  iU  ablest 
cbam^on  down  to  the  bumbkit  hammer  that  pUes  tbe 
hobnail— 4a  Ae  kqr  to  open  into  thia  magnificent  and 
gerfeoua  temple  of  tbe  American  qntem.   Yeib  nr*  it 


has  been  emphatically  said  by  the  Senator, fVom  Ken* 
tucky,  "that  the  great . pillars  uf  this  splendid  edifice 
were  then  raised  from  the  dust."  It  is  true,  ur — and  it  is 
also  truf  that  the  modest  architects  of  that  day  aimed  at 
nothing  more  than  Doric  umplicity  and  Doric  strength — ■ 
they  were  plain,  practical  men,  and  I  think  it  nwy  be 
gravely  questioned  whether  any  one  of  them,  while  he 
was  proposing  five  p«r  cent,  ad  valorem,  ever  thought  or 
dreamed  of  <'greBttnlhr8,"jgoiweous temples,  nMgmficent 
edifices,  or  aiw  of  that  spunud  phaotasmi^OTia  which 
haunt  the  imagmations  of  uie  master  workmen  of  our  mo- 
dem F  resident-making  American  system. 

Sir,  what  is  the  meaning  of  that  preamble?  Did  it  mean 
protection,  in  the  sense  now  used)  What  niMiufacturea 
were  to  be  protected?  The  duties  by  that  act  ranged 
from  five  to  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  vdorem.  And  this  is 
called  protection  toip&ntmanu&etures,  seu«e  struggling 
into  existence?  When  now,  after  forty  years  of  sturdy 
growth,  these  same  manufactures  implore  and  demand  a 
protection  of  from  forty  to  two  hundred  and  fiAy  per  cent, 
ad  valorem— 4o  save  them  fnnn  deBtruction--fr(mi  utter  an* 
nihilation ! 

Sir,  that  revenue  was  tiie  object,  is  palpable;  the  histo- 
ry of  the  times  shows  it,  and  manu&ctures  werenootbct^ 
wise  thought  of  than  as  they  nugld  be  ioddentily  bene- 
fited. The  people  were  then  to  be  first  called  on  to  bear 
ttfktition  in  that  formt  and,  to  a  people  jealous  of  thdr 
rights,  and  averse  to  public  burdens,  it  was  natural  that 
every  benefit,  direct  and  incidental,  that  could  flow  from 
the  act,  should  be  enumerated  in  the  preamble.  This  pre- 
amble has  been  repudiated  in  all  suhoec^ent  enactments, 
and  the  law  to  which  it  is  pr^xed  was  repealed  in  little 
more  than  a  year. 

In  the  year  1790,  another  act  was  passed,  reciting  the 
aforementioned  act,  andmthtiiit|»v«nble,ta  wit:  "And 

•  whereas  tbe  support  of  Government  and  the  disdiarge 
'  of  said  debts  render  it  necessary  to  incresae  the  Bud  du- 

*  ties,  ic  it  auuiedt"  &c.  Nor  is  there  any  trace  to  be 
found  in  the  statute  book,  since  that  time,  of  a  Uw  passed 
— indicating  the  &ct  upon  its  fiwe— for  the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  manufactures.  So  far  from  that  being 
the  doctrine  of  the  avowed  friends  of  the  wstem,  it  must 
be  in  the  recoUeetion  of  mamr  Senators  th^  upon  the 
motiwi  to  amend  the  title  of  the  tatiflT  act  of  1838»  ao  as  to 
read  "  fcH*  the  protection. of  domestic  roanufiwtures,"  tbe 
whole  body  of  lU  friends  rallied  to  the  rescue,  and  n^tp 
tived  tbe  amendment.  That  vote  indicated  most  unequi- 
vocally tbe  want  of  ctmfidence — I  will  not  say  in  the  con- 
stitutionally of  the  measure,  for  that  would  be  to  impeach 
integrity  ofmotive — but  I  may  say,  the  want  of  confidence 
in  the  ju^ial  tribunals  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Preudent:  It  is  said  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, [Mr.  Diexanaov,]  that  the  policy  of  protectim  was 
avowed  and  cherished  in  the  early  periods  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  only  with  reference  to  manufactures,  but  was 
also  extended  to  the  interests  of  nav^tion. 

As  regards  the  discriminating  duties  fixed  by  the  act  of 
1790,  securing  the  coasting  trade,  they  w«re  wholly  un> 
necessary.  It  is  held  and  enjoyed  by  oar  riup  owners, 
not  by  virtue  of  Uw,  but  by  their  vigor,  ente^rise,  and 
economy.  The  ouMt  of  them  at  home,  at  one  end  of  the 
voyage,  and  havii^  many  fiwilities  in  effeetmg  repurs  and 
procuring  supplies,  beyond  the  reach  of  foreigners,  and 
at  a  cheaper  rate,  might  defy,  as  they  would  certunly  ex- 
clude ,  all  foreitp  competition,  without  the  aid  of  Congress. 
But,  in  reference  to  toe  shipping  ei^aged  in  foreign  com- 
merce, the  aiwument  is  bottomed  upon  an  erroneous  as- 
sumption of  net;  to  wit,  that  the  discriminsting  dutiea 
Vrere  laid  for  protection  against  foreign  competition.  Sir, 
nothing  can  be  more  erroneous.  The  wbtdeiuatoTyof  our 
Oovernment  negative*  the  aasumptioB. 

Uw  ^aoriminating  dutiei^  oa  our  par^  were  to  counter- 
rail  diacrintinations  elaevhHe.   Thej  were  gnnted,  not 
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to  protect  our  shipping,  but  to  put  it  on  in  equal  footing 
wim  the  foreign — not  to  destroy  foreign  competition,  but 
to  restore  freedom.  They  were  resorted  to  m  temporary 
expedients,  and  for  purposes  of  policy,  to  be  abolished 
on  our  part,  as  they  have  uniformly  been  aboKshed,  when 
a  corresponding  clisposition  has  been  evinced  by  any  fo- 
reign nation. 

But,  sir,  mtppoM  the  ar^ment  is  rieht,  and  that  the 
GoTcmment  girea  protection  to  the  niipping  interest. 
That  protectJun  'n  defensible  upon  strict  constitutronal 
grounds,  although  a  local  interest,  and  it  ii  the  only  local 
interest  which  can  be  conslitutioniJly  protected. 

It  appears  by  reference  to  the  Journal  of  the  Federal 
Convention,  and  Yates's  Debates,  that,  in  the  reported 
drau^t  of  the  constitution,  it  was  deemed  expedientto  re 
fltram  the  generally  of  the  phrase  "  to  regulate  com- 
merce,**  lest  it  might  be  abused  in  favor  of  the  Eastern 
States,  to  the  oppression  of  the  staple  or  plantation 
States.  To  effect  that,  the  fbUowing  was  reported,  to  \nt: 
"No  navigation  acts  shall  be  passed  without  the  assent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  in  each  Bouse."  Tliis 
clause  produced  a  lively  sen»biUty  in  the  navigating  States. 
A  difficulty  arose  in  relation  to  the  longer  continuance  of 
the  slave  trade — the  staple  States  fevoring,  utd  the  East- 
ern States  oppottng  it  Both  were  subjects  of  magnitude 
and  lUfficut^.  They  were  referred  to  a  brge  committee, 
consisting  of  one  member  from  each  State,  liie  difficul- 
ty was  finally  adjusted.  The  importation  of  su<^  persons 
as  any  of  the  States  might  admit,  was  not  to  be  prohibited 
before  1808,  and  the  restrictive  clause  in  regard  to  navi- 
gation acts  was  omitted.  Hence  it  seems  to  be  clearly  the 
sense  of  the  convention,  that  navigation  might  be  encou- 
raged and  protected  by  Congress.  And,  sir,  who  can  re- 
gret this  preference— this  proud  distinction  conferred 
upon  our  navigating  interest?  Is  it  a  mere  aeKsbr  pecu- 
luarjr,  local  interest  !t  it  not  intimately  connected  with 
oor  national  gltnry  and  national  greatness^  Is  it  not  the 
nursery  of  tliat  perseverance  and  enterprise  which  have 
whitened  every  sea  with  our  commerce,  given  vigor  to  our 
ri^t  arm^n  the  day  of  battle,  and  won  fin-  our  gallant  lit- 
tle navy  imperishable  renown?  Sir,  1  regard  it  as  a  highly 
meritorious  interest.  It  has  won,  as  it  deserved  to  win, 
the  pubfie  confidence  and  the  public  respect.  It  has  been 
heavily  burdened  and  greatly  depressed  by  the  unjust  ex- 
actions of  this  selfbh  and  remorseless  American  system. 
And  in  my  place  here,  tkr,  with  unqualified  good  will  and 
an  open  hand,  I  would  extend  to  it  a  liberal  and  an  ample 
encouragement.  Then,  air,  whether  we  teofc  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution  itself,  to  the  motives  to  its  adop- 
tion, as  disclosed  in  the  history  of  the  times,  or  to  the 
avowed  practice  of  tiie  Government  under  it,  we  shall  be 
equally  unsocces^l  in  finding  any  constitntional  warrant 
finr  the  exerdse  the  power  euumed  by  the  fKends  of  the 
protective  system. 

But,  sir,  suppose  that  I  am  wrong  in  all  my  views  on 
this  subject,  and  that  there  exist  no  constitutional  impe- 
<Uments — still  tiie  injustice,  and  thV  flagrant  inequality  of 
the  action  of  the  system,  are  denounced  by  all  tiie  princi- 
ples of  an  enlightened  political  philosophy.  The  inequa. 
ti^  of  its  operation  upon  the  different  avocations  of  the 
same  conunumhr,  ia  flagrantly  unjust;  but  it  is  upon  the 
great  sections  of  the  confedenunri  conndered  witti  refer- 
ence to  the  grand  get^rapUcal  divisions  of  the  eountr}*, 
that  the  Ineqaality,  rapaei^,  and  oppression  of  the  intern, 
are  moot  manifest  and  most  ruinous. 

It  is  biiih  up  by  selfish  interests,  associated  together  for 
selfish  purposes,  with  no  principle  of  coheuon  but  a  mean, 
base  passion  for  raottey,  unredeemed  by  any  great  public 
and  [ntribtic  fhiits,  and  unmitigated  by  tlie  slightest  for- 
bcarancc  in  the  {^nder  of  all  other  purswts  of  industry, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  protected  classes.  Tes,  sir,  this 
atnieture,  so  bun  and  (pgantie,  is  reared  by  the  aggrm- 
tion  of  the  most  abipmGirm«t«4alS{  hen  me  pfdished  Pa- 


rian niartile,  there  the  rougii  misshapen  rock,  piled  upon 
each  other  in  perfect  contempt  of  ^mmetry,  beauty,  and 
general  utQity.  Sir,  it  is  money — nothing  but  money — 
and  money  exacted  from  others,  without  equivalent,  tl)at 
holds  together  tliis  system.  These  bandit  interests  have 
been  rallied  to  its  supi>ort  by  a  thirst  for  rapine,  and  they 
battle  in  its  defence,  with  a  vigor  proportioned  to  the  mag^ 
nitude  and  enormity  of  its  exactions. 

Sir,  upon  what  [miidple  of  justice  ia  it  that  the  people 
of  this  country  are  taxed  four  millions  of  dollars  upon  the 
single  article  of  sugar?  Upon  tills  necessary  of  life,  uni- 
versally in  use  among  the  poor  as  well  as  the  ricli?  K  i» 
seen  that  this  tax  is  not  needed  for  re\'enue.  How,  then, 
can  this  Government  justify  itself  befwe  the  people,  in 
levying  upon  them  three  million  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  protection  of  the  sugar  planters,  of  which 
two  Bullion  two  bundled  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  go 
into  their  private  pockets  ?  That  ttiis  is  the  fiict,  is  incon- 
testably  proved  by  the  suiistics  before  me,  andwhieh  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  on  the  table  of  every  Senator.  The  case 
then  is,  that  thirteen  millicmsof  American  people  are  com- 
pelled, by  this  tariff  ^stem,  to  pa^  to  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred rich  sugar  planters  in  Louisiana  two  and  a  quarter 
millions  of  dollars  more  for  the  sugar  that  they  consume, 
than  they  would  have  to  pay  were  this  tarin  repealed. 
Where  is  the  justice  of  taxlngnullionsof  the  poor,  tojwdl 
the  already  oversown  wesJth  of  a  few  hundred  sugar 
planters  of  Louistana'  What  right,in  the  eye  of  Heaven, 
or  the  »gfat  of  man,  have  these  eight  hundred  proprictm, 
cultivating  the  most  fertile  lands  on  this  continent,  in  the 
most  fruitful  climate,  to  exact  from  those  who  toil  in  a  more 
reluctant,  and  often  worn  out  soil,  more  than  two  millions, 
of.dollars,  to  go  into  tl^ir  private  pockets?  Sir,  it  is  a 
stupendous  and  monstrous  system  of  injustice.  Notlung 
can  muntain  it,  ^ort  of  keeping  4he  people  in  ignorance. 
It  there  a  Seoativ  present  who  believes  mat  if  this  tax  of 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  instead  of  being  njs> 
ed  indirectly,  so  that  the  people  do  not  perceive  its  opera- 
tion,  was  levied  by  direct  taxation,  witii  the  avowal  that 
it  was  lai<l  to  give  it  away,  in  bounties,  to  eight  hundred 
sugar  planters,  to  maintun  and  support  their  busness— I 
ask,  is  there  any  Senator  present  who  believes  that  tiie 
pM^le  woHld  bear  it  for  auiwle  year^  Would  they  libt, 
with  honest  indignation,  hurl  from  tlidr  tugh,  places  all 
tile  functionaries  of  this  Government  whe  bad  dared  to 
participate  in  a  scheme  of  such  outrageoos  oppression? 
And  yet,  sir,  this  tariff,  in  effect,  operates  prcdsely  in  this 
way,  and  to  this  extentj  and  it  is  borne  only  because  it  is 
not  understood.  Are  there  any  considerations  of  a  na- 
tional character  tiiat  justify  this  immense  tax  for  the  pro- 
tection of  American  sugar?  It  iswholly  unconnected  with 
the  poUcy  that  looks  to  national  defence,  national  safo^, 
w  nationid  gloFy,  either  in  peace  or  in  war.  The  encou- 
'  ragement  is  not  necessary  to  secure  an  ample  supply.  It 
ia  not  pretended  that  the  supply  is  eter  likely  to  be  stint- 
ed or  insufficient.  The  largest  domestic  supply,  in  any  one 
year,  was  about  88,000,000  pounds.  «r  87,900  bogabeads. 
That  supply  ia  only  about  two  per  cent,  of  the  whole  pro- 
duction of  tlie  sugar  regions  in  tiie  world.  The  produc- 
tion abroad,  and  in  much  finer  climates  than  Loutvana, 
can  be  almost  indefinitely  extended-^nd  we  are  within 
%  few  days'  sad  of  the  finest  sugar  countries  in  the  world. 
In  time  of  peace,  the  supply  from  abroad  wUl  be  boA 
cheap  and  abundant.  Our  peculiar  position  on  the  globe, 
and  the  pacific  character  of  our  people  and  iastiUitions, 
justify  the  expectation  of  many  yearsof  peace:  most  pro- 
bably for  a  century  to  come  we  shall  have  none,  or  but 
few  years  of  war.  Our  legislation,  therefore,  to  be  wise, 
shouM  be  adapted  to  that  state  which  is  not  only  the  na- 
tural, but  Ukely*  by  the  blesnng  of  God,  to.  be  the  most 
durable.  But,  m  time'of  mr— ])utting  out  of  view  other 
means  of  supply— our  commerual  marine,  to  which  an 
;  opposite  policy  woiUd  give  rq>id  growth  and  devdopneniji 
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under  eorer  of  our  gslluit  navy,  would  supply  *U  our 
wants.  Bttt^  nr,  is  it  wise,  is  it  just,  to  inflict  a  certain 
evil  upon  die  whole  people  for  Ute  benefit  of  a  few,  to  the. 
extent  of  a  tax  of  near  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars 
yeatfy,  to  guard  agunst  the  contingency  of  a  war  which 
u  not  Ukely  to  happen,  but  which,  if  it  come,  can  brinr 
with  it,  in  uiis  respect,  but  very  slight  and  temporary  evils' 
Sir,  look  to  the  tariff  upon  this  single  article,  and  the  ef- 
fects which  will  be  produced  by  twenty-five  year^  pene> 
verance.  In  twen^-five  years,  at  the  present  and  neces- 
sarily increanng  rate%  the-peoj^  of  the  United  States  will 
have  paid  to  the  sugar  planters  of  I.oinsiana  more  than 
eighty  milfions  of  dollars — a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  debt 
of  the  revolution — the  price  of  our  liberties;  and  for  what 
benefit.'  Will  tfaey  be  able  to  purchase  domestic  sugar 
cheaper  after  having  paid  this  tax  for  twenty-five  years? 
No»  air»  nor  aa  cheap  as  the  foreij^.  The  cost  of  produc- 
tion wUl  be  necessarily  greater  in  liOuiaiana  than  in  tiie 
fin^  cKtnates.  "Hien,  sir,  how  are  the  people  to  be  in- 
donnified  for  paying  this  eighty  millions  of  dolUrs  to  the 
sugar  planterr  No  one  has  tok),  and  no  one  can  fell. 
Then,  sir,  where  is  the  benefit^  The  direct  benefit  goes 
exclunvely  to  the  sugar  planters — the  recipients  of  the  tax; 
but  an  indirect  benefit  arises  to  the  other  bandit  inte- 
rests, by  securing  tlie  vote  of  L.ouiuana,  to  enable  them 
to  make  unular  exactions  from  the  great  planting  interest 
of  the  country.  Sir,  is  there  any  intelUgent  man  who  be- 
lieves that  if  the  sugar  planters  were  the  only  persons  in 
die  countiT  seeking  protection  fronrCongress,  ten  votes, 
ay,  a  ain^e  vote,  could  be  obtained  beyond  the  limits  of 
Louisam,  in  favor  of  an  impontion  of  an  annual  tax  of  four 
nuUions  of  dollars  for  their  benefit'   No  man  believes  it. 

If,  dien,  this  subject  has  nothing  intrinsic  to  justify  this 
tax,  how  does  it  acquire  any  additional  merit  by  its  con- 
nexion with  other  protected  interests'  Sir,  this  tax  has 
no  merit,  and  oug^it  instantly  to  be  reduced  to  a  mere  re- 
venae  tax.  Even  then  it  would  bemoreenconraged  than 
all  die  other  planting  intere«ts<  Sir,  I  rtiall  not  stop  to 
refiite  the  allegation,  so  often  put  forth,  that  tlie  home 
competition  haa  reduced  the  pnce  of  sugar.  I  wilf  offer 
one  iUusttation,  however.  It  has  been  seen  that  the  whole 
domestic  proportion  bean  about  the  same  proportion  to 
the  whole  quantity  of  foreign  sugar,  as  two  or  two  and  a 
bdf  doea  to  one  hundred.  How  can  such  an  immense 
mass  of  the  fbreign  article  be  essentially  affected  in  its 
price  by  an  addition  to  the  whole  quantity  of  only  two  per 
cenk  f  Suppose  a  roerchant  has  on  luind  ninety-ei^t  hogs- 
heads of  sugM*,  each  worth  one  hundred  dollars,  but  ano- 
ther merchant  brings  tiito  the  same  market  two  hogsheads, 
making  the  supply  greater  than  the  demand — in  that  case 
the  price  must  &lli  but  bow  much?  Certainly  not  to  an 
extent  exceeding  the  whole  value  of  the  two  hogsheads. 
Why  not?  Because,  rather  than  let  the  price  go  lower, 
ao  aa  to  affect  the  nrne^*-ei^t  hogshead^  the  owner  of 
them  would  find  it  his  interest  to  buy  up  the  two  hogs- 
head^ or,  wlut  is  equivalent,  would  withhold  from  the 
market  two  of  his  own.  Now  how  stands  the  case?  The 
ninety-eight  hogsheads  are  worth  nine  thousandeight  hun- 
dred dolutn;  but  two  hogsheads  come  into  market,  and 
are  about  to  reduce  the  price:  two  hogsheads  of  the  nine- 
ty-eight are  withheld,  and  the  price  remains  firm,  and  the 
ninety  six  brought  into  market  are  worth  nine  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars:  and  so  it  is  demonstrated  that  if  the 
two  hogsheads  reserved  are  entirely  lost,  ^ich,  in  prac- 
tice, would  not  be  die  ftet,  yet  die  loss,  by  the  increased 
supply  of  two  per  cent,  is  only  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  dollars,  equal  to  two  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  the 
whole. 

Apply  these  principles  to  the  price  of  the  whole  sup- 
ply in  all  the  markets  of  the  world,  and  the  results  will 
be  similar,  in  truth,  identical— that  is  to  say,  as  vat  whole 
domestic  pnitiuce  ison^  two  or  two  and  a  half  per  cent 


oura  into  the  markets  of  the  woM  oould  lowtr  the  price 
at  most  only  two  or  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  Ana  yet 
we  sec,  by  r^erence  to  die  prices,  that  brown  sugSTt 

which,  in  1816,  was  worth  from  twelve  to  sixteen,  is  now 
worth  only  from  six  to  eight  cents;  and,  in  Cuba,  the 
q^aahties  wfaich,  in  1816and  1817,  were  wcrrth  fromsix  to 
eight  cents,  are  now  selling  at  from  two  to  three  cents. 
The  allegation,  therefore,  seems  to  me,  as  I  think  it  must 
seem  to  ul  impartial  person^  as  utter^  preposterous  in 
the  sense,  and  to  the  extent,  put  fbrth.  The  causes  of 
the  re<luction  of  prices,  which  have  alike  affected  protect- 
ed and  unprotected  articles,  lie  much  deeper  dian  the  tariff 
laws  of  1818,  1834,  and  1828.  I  will  not  now  stop  to  in- 
vestigate them. 

Sir,  the  views  which  I  liave  presented  in  relation  to  the 
article  of  sugar,  with  others  which  might  {)e  suggested  to 
enhanoe  our  detestation  of  the  ine(|uality,  injustice,  and 
profligacy  of  this  Entem,  apply  with  equal,  or  nearly 
equal  force  to  all  the  other  protected  articles;  to  iron, 
hemp,  wool,  coarse  woollens,  &c.  These  favored  classes 
of  industry  are  bountiedand  thrive,  while  all  other  classes 
bear  the  burden  and  dwindle.  Agriculture,  the  jp-eat 
paramount  interest,  is  taxed  to  exhaustion;  he  who  toils  in 
the  earth,  and  he  who  ploughs  the  mun,  are  plundered, 
under  color  of  law,  of  their  legitimate  profits,  to  sustain 
a  band  of  monopolists,  who,  by  contrivance  and  concert^ 
have  drawn  into  their  views  a  majori^  of  the  country, 
and  affisct  to  give  hfw  to  p(4itical  parties,  and  have  long 
since  assumed  a  tone  of  dictation  to  Congress  and  the 
Executive.  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  this  state  of  things  can 
endure?  Is  it  possible  that  the  people,  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  whom  are  laborers,  and  derive  their  support 
fi-om  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  can  be  much  longer 
gulled  into  acquiescence,  or  dragooned  into  submismon — 
that  they  will  sustain  a  policy,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
inake  the  rich  richer,  ana  the  poor  poorer? 

The  great  difHcuUy,  and  die  only  difficulty,  consists  in 
opening  the  eyes  the  people  to  their  true  condition. 
The  most  of  ttiem  have  been  too  much  engaged  in  their 
necessary  avocations  to  study  and  to  comprehend  tiiis 
multifiirious  subject.  It  is  the  interest  of  monopolists,  of 
capitalists — of  all  those  who  consume  more  of  the  fHiits 
of  the  earth,  than  they  produce  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow — to  disseminate  false  opinions,  to  league  together  in 
appropriating  to  themselves  the  bounties  conferred  bythe 
Government,  or  in  speculating  upon  the  distresses  oee»- 
sioned  by  this  ruinous  and  accursed  policy. 

Sir,  I  ret^ard  the  idoption  of  the  present  mode  of  taxa- 
tion as  the  deepest  and  most  unfortunate  error  of  the 
sages  who  forfflra  and  adopted  the  constitution.  It  is  ao 
artfully  disguised  that  it  may  insinuate  itself  into  the  ecm- 
munity,  reach  eveiy  class  and  condition  of  society,  di- 
minish the  profits  of  hdiof,  and  impair  the  springs  of 
industry,  unseen,  and  almost  unsuspected.  It  enhsinces 
the  price  of  almost  every  thing — of  the  salt  that  seasons 
the  poor  man's  dish,  the  iron  that  pniiis  his  plough,  the 
woollen  that  covers  his  body,  the  ^lass  that  lights  his 
dwelling,  (he  beverage  that  slakes  his  thirst;  it  burdens 
almost  all  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  bis  life,  in 
eating,  in  drinking,  in  his  raiment,  in  walking,  in  riding, 
and  in  sleepinj^t  *n(i>  i)*  arlieuh  mortht  it  clings  to  the 
coffin  that  receives  his  mortal  remains,  and  the  spade  that 
prepares  his  last  home,  where  he  may  sleep  with  his 
fathers,  ami  mingle  with  mother  earth.  Sir,  this  indirect 
taxation  has  operated  as  a  withering  blight  upon  all  the 
fivits  of  Soutnern  industry — it  is  converting  the  finest 
region  of  the  earth  into  hopeless  sterility  and  comparative 
desolation. 

Look,  sir,  at  the  relative  condition  of  the  grand  ^vi- 
rions of  tlUs  confederal  at  the  adoption- of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  Nordi  and  East  were  not  only  comparatively 
bat  positivety  poor:  the  South,  with  a  genial  chmatc  and 


of  the  vbole  "Upply  of  the  attiole,  so  the  intracbcHMi  rfj  a  kindly  sdl,  was  teendng  with  the  rich  itaits  of  the  earth. 
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and  rejtndnir  midst  of  abundance.  The  export  of 
tbe  nv  material  of  the  plantation  "States  gave  emplojrment 
to  the  principal  part  of  our  foreign  tonnaffe;  ana  atreanu 
wealth  vere  pourii^in  from  every  quarter  of  the 
l^obe,  upon  that  deligfatfal  region.  BuC  mi*,  the  first 
mat  act  under  the  new  Government — ^the  funding  of  tbe 
debt  of  die  revohition — \kA  the  foundation  of  a  aystem  of 
poGc)',  and  gmve  efficiency  to  a  mode  of  taxation,  which 
have  enriched  re^oni  natundly  poor,  and  impovertshed 
regions  naturally  nch. 

How  has  this  strange,  and,  at  the  first  view,  almost 
incredible  reauh  been  effected  >  it  baa  ^wn  out  of  the 
^verrity  of  pumitti  in  tfaeie  great  aeetion^  acted  upon 
by  a  mode  of  taxation  onerous  to  one  and  beneficial  to  the 
other. 

In  the  eariy  period  of  the  Government,  the  whole  war 
debt  of  the  revolution  was  funded:  a  large  portion  of  it 
belot^d  to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and  their 
citizens  became  purchasers  of  much  the  largest  portion  of 
the  residucf  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  debt  of  the  United 
fltitesy  contracted  bf  the  old  Congreaa,  and  the  war  debt 
of  the  several  States,  were  made  the  debt  of  tbe  new 
Government.  It  issued  certificatei,  subject  to  be  ttmns- 
fetred,  which  were  held  by  the  creiUtors,  and  tbe  interest 
was  regulariy  pud,  in  like  manner  as  shares  are  held  in  a 
bank,  and  interest  paid  to  the  stockholders. 

Tbe  people  to  tbe  South,  then  unburdened  by  excessive 
taxation,  could  make  Uiver  profits  upon  a  capital  invested 
in  land  and  slaves  than  the  interest  upon  the  publicfunds. 
They,  therefore,  instead  of  purcbaiBng,  vere  anxious  to 
•en  tiieir  Government  stock,  and  invest  the  proceeds  in 
tbe  planting  business.  IntheNortii  and  East,  agricultural 
labor  bung  leas  productive,  tbe  people  there  were  anxious 
to  invest  ttteir  means  in  Government  stock.  The  interest, 
therefore,  upon  the  whole  public  debt  was  flowing  regu- 
larly to  the  North  and  Eastt  and  when  we  reflect  that  at 
least  tiiree-ftMirths  of  the  taxes  nused  for  the  payment  of 
principal  and  interest,  were  levied  upon  the  South,  and 
the  whole  amount  disbursed  in  die  North  and  East,  in  the 
cztinguiahment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt; 
and  when  we  reflect  that  this  combined  operation  has 
beeir  appVed  to  tiie  debt  of  the  rerolutionuy  wari  that 
for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana;  the  immense  war  debt  of 
1813,  and  that  for  the  purchaK  of  Florida— wc  shall 
begin  to  discern  some  of  uie  great  causes  whioh  have 
forced  Uw  profits  of  labor  to  flow  from  the  South  to  the 
North  and  Esst,  in  a  deep,  strong,  and  steady  current, 
not  wholly  nnKke  the  great  golf  stream  of  the  oeean.  It 
is  in  this  way  that  the  unequal  action  of  the  Government 
has  more  than  counterbalanced  the  bounties  of  Providence; 
tiiat  those  delightful  regions  of  the  South,  upon  which 
Heaven  seemed  to  have  smiled  with  beneficence,  are 
nlently  passing  into  decay  and  sterility,  while  the  frozen 
North  is  unlockinff  its  arms  to  recdve  the  fruits  vX  our 
industry,  andii  evety  where  exhibiting  evidences  of  proa- 
perity,  uid  moonmenta  of  weahh  aira  greatness.  This 
new  of  the  subject  siwgesta  a  train  of  melaneboly  reflec- 
tkms.  It  exhibits,  in  the  strongest  ligh^  the  cbvose  ai^ 
conflicting  interests  of  great  sections  of  the  country,  and 
confirms  the  conviction  Utat  this  indirect  taxation,  through 
tbe  metUum  of  imposts,  reduce  it  as  you  may,  even  to  the 
minimum  of  the  necessities  of  the  Government,  will  still 
opetntc  as  a  perpetual  drain  upon  the  profits  of  Southern 
hibor— upon  die  expffftii^  SUtes— and  tnnafer  its  bene- 
fits to  the  North  and  East,  or  non-exporting  States.  Itabo 
affM^s  a  solotitHi  of  the  fact  of  the  constant  and  steady 
o|>pontion  of  the  plantation  States  to  high  taxes  vid  pro- 
digal expenditures;  and  the  ec|ually  steady  and  persever- 
ing efforts  of  other  great  sections  of  the  confederacy  to 
augment  the  revenue,  and  squander  the  surplus  in  appro- 
priations to  all  sorts  of  objects.  It  enables  us  also  to  com- 
prehend, in  some  measure,  thatpohtical  paradox — which, 
to  a  simple  and  plun  mais  inrolrea  a  penrenion  of  Ian-  \ 


gusge  and  oonfiivon  of  ideas— "that  a  national  debt  is  a 
public  blesung."  Sir,  it  has  been  a  blessing  to  that  great 
section  of  this  country  which  has  been  cheered  and  inn- 
gorated  by  its  refreshing  streamsi  but  a  poaitiTe  evil  upon 
die  whole  re{^  of  the  South.  It  enablea  ui  ako  to  un* 
derstand  somethiiw  of  the  motives  of  that  ridicule  and  de- 
nunciation which  have  been  levelled  at  the  present  Chief 
Hagistnite,  for  his  avowed  anxie^  to  extinguidi  that  debt, 
and  relieve  the  people  frmn  a  portion  of  their  burdens. 

Sir,  the  extinguishment  of  tbe  national  debt  will  be  felt 
as  an  evil  by  the  monop<dists  and  cajntaUsts  of  the  North 
and  Eaitt  inaamoeh  as  an  annual  flow  of  ten  or  taelve  mil' 
lions  dT  doDan,  in  that  direction,  will  be  ^icontinuedt  and 
inasmuch  aa  longer  necearity  <br  high  taxes  ceasing, » 
apprehension  of  reduction,  at  fhe  moment  when  so  much 
capital  is  let  loose,  will  be^t  difficulty  and  anxiety  in 
making  investments  in  pursuits  highly  profitable  or  exor- 
bitandy  bountied.  Sir,  thia  part  of  the  subject  awakens 
painful  reminiscences  of  the  tendency  of  Govemments  In 
other  countries  and  other  times — of  the  humiliating  fret, 
iUnatiatcd  upon  almost  every  page  of  history,  that  all  Go- 
vemments have  been  so  cimnmgly  deviaed  ud  ciiiioualy 
constructed,  as  to  burden  the  many  and  benefit  tbe  few— 
lo  increase  the  strength  of  the  powerful,  and  peipetuate 
the  feebleness  of  die  wesk.  We  bad  beUeved  that  our 
revolution,  which  was  achieved  for  the  sake  of  principle, 
and  not  to  escape  from  practical  oppression,  had  opened 
upon  the  world  brighter  hopes.  We  had  hoped  that  our 
constitution,  which  rests  upon  the  immutable  ngfats  of  man, 
and  die- principles  of  eternal  juatioe,  would  guaranty  to 
feebleness  support  and  protection,  and  impose  upon  dw 

Kwerful  whwesome  and.  effident  ttitnunta.    Sir,  we 
re  long  cnjc^red  this  pleasing  delmioDt  but  is  it  not  de- 
lusion? 

To  a  superficial  observer,  ours  seems  to  be,  in  fact,  what 
It  is  in  theory,  a  Government  of  the  many  for  the  benefit 
of  the  many.  A  closer  investigation  discloses  the  tmtii, 
that  it  is, 'practically,  a  Government  of  the  smallest  poaribk 
majority  over  the  latgest  pomible  n^iori^— that  tbe 
Ui^^  minority  is  Ud  under  contribution  to  augment  the 
aggregate  of  exactions,  and  die  majority  is  let  down  to  the 
lowest  safe  ptunt.  to  enhance  the  value  of  tbe  dividends; 
and  that  this  majori^,  thus  small  and  effective,  is,  in  fkc^ 
wielded  by  a  combination  of  monopolists,  capitalists,  and 
adventuring  politicians,  who  divide  among  tbemsehrea  tbe 
richest  spcms  of  tlidr  triumphs,  and  throw  but  a  crumb — 
if,  indeed,  so  mueh — to  the  niM«  serfr  of  par^.  And,  air, 
where  is  the  cheek  upon  comlrinations  for  setfidi  and  ua- 

firincipled  exactions?  The  dieck  of  responsibility  entire- 
y  flulsi  fw,  thou^  the  dominant  mijonty  is  respcmsible 
to  their  immediate  eonstitoents,  yet  they  are  under  no  re- 
sponmbility  to  the  miUiooa  who  are  laid  under  contribu- 
tiMi.  There  is  no  responnbiUty  of  the  parts  to  each  other. 
Hence,  in  a  widely  extendi  confederacy,  embracing  latge 
sectMnattf  disamifar  and  conflicting  interests,  combinations 
upon  the  selfish  principles  mav  be  frirmed  withoot  foarcf 
resimnsibili^,  and  grind  into  the  very  dust  laige  Mid  flou- 
rishing r^ons.  Tnis  has  been  the  precise  operation  of 
the  tariff  aystem  and  the  tariff  majorities.  Sir,  I  say  it 
with  deep  reluctance,  but  I  feel  it  my  solemn  duty  to  aiy 
it,  that  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  an^  Government  more  dan- 
gerous than  one  which  enables  ureiqionsible  and  profli- 

£te  majoritieB,  in  a  widely  extended  country,  invitii^  to 
predation  and  nqiiae,  by  diaajmilir  and  oonflictillg  inte- 
rests, to  lay  under  contribution  whcte  aectioiis,  and  all  the 
profit*  of  industry  peculiar  to  those  sections. 

Sir,  it  is  this  view  of  the  subject  which  is  most  deeply 
interesting  to  every  individual  who  lives  by  die  cultiva- 
tion of  the  earth  va  the  Southern  States.  The  whole 
South  is  subjected  to  a  system  of  exaction,  such  as  has 
never  been  long  borne  by  any  free  people  on  the  globe. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  illustrate  tlua  position,  not  by  a  resort 
to  pcAtioalmctaphyac^butbypresentii^thoMfimtBand 
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considerations  which  lie  upon  the  surfiice  of  thing*,  and 
are  lerel  to  the  meaneat  capacity. 

Lookinr  into  the  ti^lea  of  our  domeitic  exporti,  I  take 
a  year,  inkih  it  bdJered  to  b«  a  &ir  srera^  tif  their  re- 
wire proportiMi^  in  all  reipceti,  for  aerenl  jrean. 

The  vbdc  «pofta  of  the  United  Stttea,  for  that  year, 
of  Ae  gmrtill  and  pxodacc  of  the  TTnited  States,  amount 
to  ,     -  $4S,Sr4,(370 

Of  that  whole  amount,  the  articlea  of 
Southern  production  on)/  amount  aa  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

The  rice  to  -  -  -  «1,553»403 
Cottonte  ....  34,035,058 
Tobaceoto  -  .  .  6^333,837 
For  wheat,  naral  atores  of  all 

sorts,  and  other  exports 

from  the  South,  cannot  be 

precisely  ascertained,  but 

is  believed  to  be  about  5,000,000 

  36,811,080 


»13,0G3,990 


Prom  the  foregoing  statement,  it  appears  that  the  South- 
ern States,  cotnprisingf  not  one-third  of  the  whole  popuU- 
tion  of  the  Union,  actually  export  annually,  to  foreign 
cwtntriea,  nesu:  three-fourths  of  the  whole  export  of  do- 
mestic growth  and  production.  How  ia  it,  sir,  that,  with 
neh  an  immense  export,  the  South  is  growinr  poorer^ 
How  it  it  that  the  Northern  population,  compnaitjg  two- 
Airdsof  the  whole  population,  export  not  more  than  one- 
foanh,  and  yet  are  abouncfing  in  all  the  comfbrts  and 
luxuriea  of  foreign  countries,  and  increasing'  d«ly  in  pros- 
perity.' How  are  the  North  enabled  to  buy  and  consume 
toch  a  proportion  of  foreign  imports.'  It  is  not  because 
they  buy  them  with  produce  exported.  No,  sir.  It  is 
not  by  means  of  invading^  their  capital,  that  they  are  en- 
abled so  to  multiply  their  enjoyments.  They  are  too  pru- 
dent for  thkt,  and,  besides,  thtir  career  to  prosperity  is 
constantly  onward.  Then,  sir,  how  ig  it  that  tney  can 
eonsunie  neariy  two-thirds  of  the  whcde  importation,  when 
they  do  not  send  abroad,  of  their  own  produce,  one-third 
of  the  ralue  of  that  which  they  consume,  and  when  they 
do  notinvade  their  capital?  Sir,  the  most  that  they  would 
be  entitled  to,  is  Uie  value  of  their  exports,  enhanced  by 
the  profits  of  freight  upon  exports  and  imports;  and  yet 
Ihe^  consume  more  than  double  the  whole  amount  of 
Iheu*  exports  and  freiriit.  How  is  it  done  ^  ItisUirou{^ 
the  instrumentality  of  the  UrifT  system,  which  I  will  not 
explain. 

The  tariff,  by  enhancing  the  price  of  the  foreign  arti- 
de  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  duty,  enables  the  domes- 
tic manufacturer  to  bring  his  manuuctures,  of  like  kind, 
into  the  market,  and  sell  them  for  a  price  equal,  or  nearly 
equal  to  the  foreign  article,  burdened  as  it  is  with  a  high 
duty.  The  domestic  article  is  sent  to  flie  South,  and 
Md  for  high  profits,  and  drains  off*,  in  that  way,  a  large 
part  of  the  income  of  the  Southern  planter,  for  his  cotton 
and  tobacco;  and  these  profits,  so  made  by  the  manu&c- 
liirer,  enable  him  to  consume  of  the  foreign  importation. 
Now  the  average  of  all  the  duties  has  been  accurately 
olculated,  and  it  exceeds  forty-fire  per  cent.  The  South, 
therefore,  pays  upon  all  they  consume  wther  forty-five 
per  cent,  upon  the  price,  if  it  be  the  foreign  article,  or 
about  the  same  amount  in  the  enhanced  price  of  the  do- 
JMstic  article.  It  b  in  this  enhanced  price,  produced  by 
the  duties  on  imports,  that  the  Nortb  extracts  from  the 
South  a  large  ahare  of  thrir  profiU  of  planting;  and  by 
the  use  of  these  profits,  m>  extracted,  the  North  a  enabled 
to  substitute  itself  for  the  South,  and  consume  the  im- 
ports, whidi,  in  the  absence  of  the  tax,  would  have  been 
the  legitimate  fruits  of  Southern  Ubor.  In  other  words, 
the  products  of  Southern  labor,  as  they  are  used  in  the 


foreign  exchanges,  are  burdened  with  •  tax  of  forty-fire 
per  cent.  The  products  of  Nortlwm  Ubor,  as  they  are 
used  in  foreign  exchanges,  are  entirely  free  from  tax{ 
hence  an  Inequality  wlu(»,  ia  the  long  nii^  mott  of  ne- 
ceanty  be  ruinous  to  the  Booth. 

Again;  The  Southern  planter,  who  tnakea  a  bale  of 
cotton,  is  just  aa  much  entitled  to  it  aa  the  Northern  ma. 
nu&cturer,  who  makes'a  piece  of  cloth,  is  entided  to  his 
cloth.  Tliisis  conceded  on  all  hands:  for  both  the  bale 
of  cotton  and  the  j^ece  of  cloth  are  the  fruits  of  their 
labor  reapectirely. 

But  both  wish  to  carry  their  articles  into  market — and 
both  are  pemutted  to  do  it  free  of  tax.  But  mark  the 
eontequence.  The  planter  sends  his  cotton  to  Urerpool 
toezcunge  for  dotiii  but  when  he  brings  lus  cloth  home, 
he  is  stopped  at  the  custom-house,  and  told  that  he  must 
surrender  forty-five  yards  in  the  hundi-ed.  llie  planter 
then  retains  only  fifly-fire  yards,  though  be  has  honestly 
earned  otie  hundred.  The  Northern  maaubcturer  it  not 
only  pnvnttted  to  keep  lUa  whole  piece  of  one  hundred 
yatds,  bat,  by  the  InterreBtion  of  toe  tariff,  he  is  enabled 
to  sell  it  at  an  advance  of  fbrty  or  farty-£ve  per  cent, 
upon  the  natural  price.  How  then  stands  the  case.'  Here 
are  two  men,  who  have  each  earned  one  hundred  yards  of 
cloth  by  their  labor,  worth  one  hundred  dollars  per  piece 
at  the  natural  price— 1  mean,  by  natural  price,  the  cost  of 
production.  The  Southern  man  u  compelled  to  give  up 
forty-five  yards,  and  is  permitted  to  keep  fifty-five  yards, 
worth  fifty-five  ddlars.  The  Northern  mauuftcturer  i* 
not  only  permitted  to  keep  his  hundred  yards,  worth  one 
hundred  dollars,  but,  by  the  aid  of  the  tariff,  he  ia  ena- 
bled to  sell  his  one  hundred  yards,  say  for  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollara.  Tliat  is,  the  one  hundred  dollars  worth 
•f  labor  of  the  Southern  man  is,  in  the  long  run,  by  the 
intervention  of  the  tariff,  made  to  be  worth  eighty-fire 
dollars  leaa  than  the  one  hundred  doUars  worth  of  labor 
of  the  Northern  manu&cturer.  I  exclude  any  enhance- 
ment of  the  price  of  the  ft^-five  yardsb  beCMue^  in  the 
practical  operation,  they  are  purdused  for  eomumption. 
Is  it  possible  to  conceive  a  case  of  more  rerohing  hard- 
ship? And  vet  this  illustrates  truly  the  operation  of  the 
tariff.  To  do  equal  justice,  the  Goremment,  as  it  taxes 
by  impost  the  Southern  man's  piece  of  cloth  when  im. 
portea,  should  also  tax  by  exdse  the  Northern  manufac- 
turer's piece  to  the  same  amount;  and  wherefore  ou|^bt 
not  ^is  to  be  the  esse?  Has  not  the  Southern  man  just 
at  much  earned  by  hii  labors  hit  mece,  at  tiie  Nertheni 
manu&cturer  hat  earned  bis  by  hit  laborP  This  it  one  of 
the  bitter  fiiiits  of  Indirect  taxes.  And  to  whatever 
amount  the  revenue  may  be  reduced,  the  same  prindple 
will  act,  and  the  like  results,  to  that  extent,  will  be  pro- 
duced. Sir,  this  is  the  great  secret  of  the  ruinous  transfer 
of  the  profits  of  Southern  labor,  to  augment  the  prosperity 
of  the  North  iind  East. 

Again:  It  is  said  that  the  consumer  pays  the  import 
duties.  Though  not  assenting  to  that  propoMon,  1  will 
assume  that  principle  in  tlus  argument.  The  Government 
collects  a  revenue  upon  imports  of,  say  twenty-three  mil- 
lions a  year.  The  South  exporto  three-fourtlis  of  the  pro. 
ducts,  which  are  exchanged  for  the  imports  u|>on  which 
these  twenty-tliree  milUons  are  levied;  that  is  to  say, 
seventeen  millions  of  the  duties  are  levied  on  goods  ex. 
changed  for  the  producU  of  Southern  labor.  Repeal  the 
tarifl^  and  tite  South  would  be  entitled  to  oontume  or  to 
sell  d)ree-llnirths  of  the  imports.  But,  jinder  CBitii^ 
drcomstancet,  >ay  the  South  consumes  one-half  the  im- 
ports, then  the  South,  as  consumers,  pay  duties  or  taxes 
of  eleven  and  a  half  milliona.  The  other  half  is  consumed 
in  the  North  and  East;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  consumed 
partly  in  consideration  of  their  exports,  and  of  course 
pay,  as  consumers,  six  milUonsof  dollars;  but  the  North 
and  East  are  also  to  consume  the  reridue  of  the  import^ 
upon  which  five  and  a  half  millions  ofl^iities  are  to  be 
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pud.  Now,  how  are  the  non-expartin|>  St»tei  either  to 
pay  the  6ve  anda  Iiatf  millicHis,  or  to  acquire  the  vhde  im- 
ports, upon  whicdi  that  sum  is  levied? 

It  ia  done  predsely  in  the  TOanncr  hefore  itated;  that 
is  to  uy,  although  the  South  pays  only  half  the  taxes  in 
the  first  instance,  (or  any  other  proportion,  which,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  is  wholly  immaterial,  and  Iraves  wholly 
unaffected  the  truth  of  the  argument,)  still  the  South  has 
sufTered  the  North  to  extract  from  the  profits  of  Southern 
labor,  by  the  enhanced  prices  of  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture, a  sum  that  enables  uie  North  to  substitute  itself  as  a 
consumer  in  pkce  of  the  South,  and  actually  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  which  the  South  has  been  most  unjustly  stripped 
by  means  of  the  tariff. 

So  that,  in  fact,  the  South  pays,  directly  and  indirectly, 
upon  consumption,  near  three-fourths,  cKceedinr  two- 
thirds,  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Government  ccdlected 
upon  imports.  To  give  entire  accuracy  to  the  statement, 
it  »  necessary  to  deduct  the  amount  of  freight,  and  Uie 
taxes  upon  the  amount  consumed  by  those  who  substitute 
themselves  u  consumers,  by  reason  of  sales  of  unprotect- 
ed articles  in  the  South,  the  principal  of  which  consists  of 
live  stock. 

When  we  advert,  sir,  not  only  to  the  ruinous  inequality 
in  levying  the  taxes  of  this  Government,  but  also  to  tliat 
other  and  more  unequal  opemtion — the  disbursement  of  at 
least  three-fburths  of  that  revenue  in  the  non-cxporling 
States,  we  ^all  be  able  to  discern  the  causes  which  have 
produced  results  so  advantageous  to  the  tariff*  States,  and 
so  disastrous  to  the  planting  States. 

Sir,  it  would  be  an  alleviation  of  these  evils,  severe  as 
they  arc  upon  a  great  section  of  the  Union,  if  we  could 
know  that  this  policy  augments  tiie  nationid  wealth  and 
the  national  prosperity.  But,  sir,  such  is  not  the  fitct.  It 
is  susceptible  of  demonstration,  that  this  policy  ^minisbes 
the  aggregate  of  national  wealth. 

It  commends  itself  to  the  approbation  of  its  friends,  not 
as  the  means  of  increasii^  tliat  wealth,  but  as  the  instru- 
ment of  a  forced  and  unnatural  transfer  of  the  profits  of 
agricultural  labor,  to  enhance  the  capital  and  profits  of 
the  maiiu&cturing  interest.  But,  wr,  that  an  augmenta- 
tion of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  is  not  tlie  consequence 
of  these  protecting  duties,  I  beg  leave  to  I'ead  a  passuge 
from  a  Work  of  one  of  the  most  able,  sagacious,  and  pro* 
found 'political  economists,*  that  this  or  any  other  country 
ever  produced— of  one,  whose  capacious  mind,  and  as- 
tonishing powers,  have  undergone  a  rectification  by  forty 
years  of  experience  fn  public  life;  and  the  monuments  of 
whose  genius  will  attract  the  admiration  of  posterity, 
when  the  works  of  some  of  his  bitterest  revilers  shall 
have  dropped  from  the  memory  of  man.  The  orgumenl 
is  clear,  compressed,  and  demonstrative. 

"  A  Government  -which  acknowledges  the  principle, 
that  no  individual  can  be  divested  of  his  property  for  pub- 
lie  purposes  witliout  indemnity,  cannot  claim  the  right  to 
that  indirectly,  whichitisforbiddcn  to  flo  directly.  A  sy»- 
tcm  calculated  to  lay  permanent  burdens,  greatly  unequal 
and  oppressive  on  some  classes  of  society,  or  on  a  parti- 
cular section  of  the  country,  would  be  radically  unjust, 
and  altogether  indefensible,  even  though  it  might  be  at- 
tended witli  some  advantages  to  the  community  conudered 
AS  a  whole.  But  whether  such  advantages  are  in  fact 
realize^;  whetlier,  on  any  suppontioD,  they  ever  can  pro- 
duce a  profitequal  to  Uie  actual  national  loss  arishig  even 
from  tlic  indispensid)le  duty  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  must  be  first  examined. 

*'  It  is  self-evident  that  the  industry  of  s  country  is  most 
profitably  employed;  or,  in  other  words,  that  a  country 
acquires  tlie  greatest  wealth,  and  its  general  prosperity  is 
most  advanced,  in  proportim  as  its  capital  and  labor  are 
most  productive. 

■  Mr.  Qsllsiio. 


**  It  is  not  less  obvious  that,  if  a^ven  amount  of  cajutal 
and  labor  produces  ui  the  same  time  a  less  quantity  of  a 
certain  commodity  than  could  have  been  purchased  with 
that  quantity  of  another  article,  which  img^t  have  been 
produced  in  the  same  time  by  the  same  amount  of  capital 
and  labor,  it  is  a  national  loss  equal  to  the  difference  be- 
tween the  quantity  produced  and  tliat  which  might  have 
been  purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  the  same  capital  and 
labor  otherwise  applied- 

"  With  one  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  worth  one  dol- 
lar a  bushel,  one  thmisand  ysids  of  cloth,  of  a  certain  qua- 
lity, maybe  purchased.  If  the  capital  and  labor  employed, 
or  wliich  might  be  employed,  in  producing  the  tbounnd 
bushels  of  w'heat,  do,  when  applied  to  the  production  of 
similar  cloth,  produce  in  the  same  time  one  thousand 
yards,  there  is  neither  com{>arutive  gain  or  loss  in  tbatap- 

S ticution  of  capital  and  labor.  But  itj  thus  applied,  it  pro- 
uces  only  eight  huiwlred  yards,  there  is  an  actual  nation- 
al low  of  two  hundred  yarcts,  equal  to  two  hundred  dtdUrs, 
or  two  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  unce  the  sune  labor 
and  capital,  if  applied  to  the  production  of  wheat,  would 
have  produced  one  thousand  bushels,  with  which  one 
thousand  yards  of  the  cloth  might  have  been  purchased." 

To  make  this  demonstration  clearer,  if  that  be  possuble, 
let  us  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  apphcation  of  these  prin- 
ciples to  the  actual  state  of  things.  It  is  desirable  to  have 
tiome  establishments  for  tiie  manufitcture  of  coarse  wool- 
lens. The  manufacturer  says  he  cannot  go  into  it,  as, 
without  protection,  it  will  be  a  lottng  buuness:  that  he  can 
moke  more  money  in  other  pursuits  than  he  can  in  the 
manufacture  of  coarse  woollens.  The  Government,  how- 
ever, determines  to  have  borne  establishments,  and  lays  a 
tax  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  all  imported  coarse  wo(41ens- 
The  manufacturer  goes  into  the  business,  not  because,  if 
let  alone,  he  could  make  as  much  money  at  it  as  in  other 
employment^  but  because  the  Government,  byincreaaiog 
the  price  of  the  foreign  article  fifty  per  cent.,  enables  him 
to  sell  the  home  article  at  fifly  per  cent,  above  the  natunl 
price.  It  Is  clear,  therefore,  that  all  who  go  into  the  buti- 
iicss  have  been  induced,  by  the  interference  of  Govern-  ' 
□tent,  to  abandon  a  more  profitable,  for  a  pursuit,  in  the 
absence  of  such  interference,  less  profiuble.  The  na- 
tional loss  ia  exactly  the  original  dinerence  between  the 
old  and  the  new  pursuit.  But  the  Government  makes  up 
tiiat  difference  to  the  msauftcturer,  and  often  much  more 
than  makes  it  up.  How  docs  the  Government  make  it  up^ 
Why,  by  taxing  all  the  consumersof  the  foreign  article, 
and  thereby  enabling  the  manufacturer,  by  increanng  bis 
prices,  to  tax  the  consumers  of  the  domestic  article.  The 
result  of  which  operation  is  twofold:  first,  a  national  loss, 
by  substituting  an  unproductive  for  a  productive  pursuit. 
Secondly,  a  loss  imposed  upon  the  great  body  of  coosuD^ 
ers,  for  tlie  individual  benefit  of  a  few  manufacturers, 
to  enable  them  to  pursue  a  buuness  which  not  only  im- 
pairs the  national  wealth,  but  which  also  enriches  Ihem. 
_  But,  nr,  I  am  aware  that  this  reasoning  is  too  unambi* 
tious  and'  too  minute  to  mingle  itself  with  the  magnificeat 
conceptions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  disduns 
to  push  the  powers  of  analyws  to  that  higlt  point,  fnnn 
which  the  eye  may  take  in  the  very  elements  of  these 
complex  questions  of  political  economy:  unpretending 
accuracy  is  beneath  the  aspirations  of  his  ambitious  ge* 
□ius. 

That  Senator  opens  his  speech  by  adverting  to  the  seven 
years  next  preceding  the  tariff'  of  1S34  as  being  the  most 
disastrous,  and  the  seven  years  succeeding  as  the  most 
prosperous,  in  the  history  of  this  country.  The  distress 
of  the  former  period  is  ascribed  tp  the  want  of  protection, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  latter  is  represented  as  the  effect 
of  the  protective  system.  Sir,  nothing  con  be  more  loose 
and  inconclusive  than  this  general  statement.  But,  was  the 
pecuniary  distress,  experienced  in  this  countiy  during  the 
years  1819,  *30,  '31,  and  '33,  occa^^  by  the  want  of  a 
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bigh  protective  syatem?  '  If  so,  why  did  not  Engbnd  es- 
cape, which  wu  literally  barricadoed  by  restrictions  and 
prohibitions?  Sir,  the  causes  of  that  distress  lay  much 
deeper^  tke  effects  were  first  dereloped  m  Europe,  and 
were  there  experienced  in  all  the  ^nidations  of  depres- 
aktn,  stagnation,  and,  finidly,  of  universal,  unexampled, 
*nd  overwhelming'  distress.  Those  causes  operated  upon 
the  whole  commercial  world;  theirinfluencc  reached  this 
country,  and  combining  here  with  other  causes  peculiar  to 
onndvies,  produced  general  depression  and  much  distress. 

The  wan  of  the  French  revolution  had  convulsed  the 
comtiiient  of  Europe  for  twenty-five  years^  the  arts  of 
peaces  and  the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  were  neglected  or 
abandoned,  and  every  country,  in  turn,  became  tiie  thea- 
tre of  war.  The  insular  ntuation  of  England  enabled  her 
to  occupy  a  commanding  position;  for,  while  she,  as  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers,  made  prodigious  efforts  on 
land,  her  navy  swept  the  ocean,  her  commerce  pervaded 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  her  workshops  supplied 
the  whole  of  Europe.  Notwithstbnding  bep  prodigious 
expenditures,  it  may  be  well  questioned  whether  she  had 
ever  eiyoyed,  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  all  the  appearances 
of  prosperity.  At  the  fidl  of  Napoleon,  France  was  cover- 
ed wiA  aD  the  armies  of  Europe;  the  immense  expendi- 
ttve  of  public  money  created  a  dernaad  for  every  thing, 
And  prices  went  up  to  the  very  highest  point:  England 
participated  most  largely^  in  this  apparent  prosperity.  Her 
paper  system — the  Government  expenaitures — ^uie  siis- 
pension  of  njecie  payments — the  consequent  depreciation 
«f  the  circuhting  medium,  to^Aer  with  the  unexampled 
influx  of  wealth  fVom  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  the  re- 
ward of  manufacturing  induflb7 — all  combined  to  give  a 
highly  artificial  value  to  every  species  of  property,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  highest  degree  of  general  prospe- 
rity. Her  stupendous  resources,  stimulatmg  to  preterna- 
lural  efforts  her  commercial  and  manufiicturin^  interests, 
gave  her  an  energy — a  momentum — which  carried  her  for- 
ward tar  sereral  re«i%  witiioutmueh  apparent  ^nunntion. 

The  irmies  of  Europe  were  disbanded,  and  became 
producers:  erery  department  of  labor  soon  became  over- 
Btocfcedf  Goreniment  expenditures  ceasedj  specie  pay- 
ments were  resumed;  and  a  reaction  ensued,  every  where 
exhibiting  the  most  appalling  distresses.    This  countT^ 
feit  the  reaction  in  the  sudden  depression  of  the  price  of 
every  article  of  exportation.    The  paper  system— the 
most  &tai  curse  to  the  prosperity  of  this  country,  had 
pervaded  eveiy  p«rtion«fif  this  Unioni  eveiy  coun^  town 
and  parish  was  inundated  with  bank  notes,  at  a  ruinous 
depreciation,  and  every  species  of  property  had  risen  to 
the  highest  price.    Deluded  by  fiuse  appearances,  and 
the  facility  of  procuring  money,  the  spirit  of  speculation 
was  excited — large  debts  incautiously  contracted — when 
this  sudden  depression  of  prices  came  upon  the  country 
aa  a  paralysis,  and  all  those  distresses  of  wMch  the  most 
of  us  retain  a  vivid  and  punfiil  recollection.    Among  the 
causes  of  that  ^strei^  liie  paper  s^ritem  was  undoubtedly 
the  nxMt  elFcetive  and  most  permcioilS)  and,  where  the 
system  of  banking  was  pushed  to  the  greatest  extend  the 
jEieateat  distress  was  invariably  found. 

Sir,  whatever  of  prcwperity  we  have  enjoyed  since 
1824,  instead  of  being  in  consequence  of  the  tariff,  has 
been  in  despite  of  it:  We  are  yet  a  young  and  vigorous 
reptd^  in  the  finest  r^on  of  the  globe,  with  free  in- 
•titu£on%  and  a  hardy,  industrious,  honest,  and  enterpris- 
ing people.  With  so  many  fiiroring  drcumstances,  it  is  al- 
most  impossible  to  arrest  our  career;  particular  sections 
may  be  injured,  but,  as  a  whole,  our  course  must  be  on- 
ward. But  our  ETOWth,  our  prosperity,  and  our  great- 
ness, are  all  aMnbed  to  the  tariff  of  1824,  and  the  <<  bill 
aS  abominations"  of  1828 — that  prohibitory  system,  which 
has  been  alike  the  reproach  and  the  curse  of  Spam,  the 
eoootry,  of  all  others,  in  which  it  luu  been  most  fondly 
cheririied.  Sir,  aa  well  might  the  empiric,  who  had  doted 
Vox-  VIII — 21 


and  drugged  a  young  giant,  who  ^ws  apace  in  spite  of 
the  poisons,  ascribe  to  the  medicaments  his  expanding 
form,  his  gigantic  dimcnwons,  and  his  compactness  and 
power  of  muacle. 

Sir,  the  Senator  fVom  Kentucky  has  given  Tou  a  rapid 
and  vigorous  sketch  of  the  histoiy  of  the  tarifr  ^-stem;  he 
adverted  to  the  act  of  1789,  as  Wring  "  sanctioned  the 
principle;"  he  deplored  the  causes  growing  out  of  the 
French  revolution,  which  obstructed  this  saiulaiy  policy; 
and  remarked  the  singular  coinoidence  rii  the  recurrence 
of  this  subject  at  the  interval  of  every  four  years,  fVom 
1816  to  1833.  Sir,  I  was  surprised  that  the  plainest  prin- 
pies  of  association  did  not  awaken  his  attention  to  a  nmilar 
recurrence  of  another  great  question  at  similar  intervals. 
I  was  surprised  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  recollection  of 
the  Senator,  that  the  tariff  policy,  now  for  the  fifth  time, 
is  a^tated  and  discussed  immedutely  upon  tlie  eve  of  the 
presidential  election;  that  the  tocsin  b  sounded,  and  the 
oaniier  unfbrled,  at  the  precise  moment  when  a  rally  is  to 
be  made  for  the  great  and  final  struggle.  Sir,  this  view 
or  the  subject  calls  up  a  tnun  of  melancholy  reffeotioiw. 
It  suggests  the  facility  of  combination  of  great  pecuniary 
with  great  political  interests,  to  leize  upotf  the  Govern- 
ment, and  divide  among  themselves  its  patronage  and  its 
bounties.  It  suggests  painful  douhta,  whether  the  Pren- 
dent-makiiu;'  faculty  is  not  a  power  so  preponderating  in 
our  political  machinery,  that,  when  violently  excited,  it 
inay  not  derange  its  tuuiiionious  action^  or  prove  destruc- 
tive of  its  organization. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  defends  the  protective  sys- 
tem! upon  the  broad  ground  that  it  Is  the  only  poficy  effect- 
ually counteractive  of  an  un&vorable  balance  of  trade- 
Sir,  I  had  not  expected  to  hear  this  exploded  doctrine  in- 
troduced into  this  debate,  I  had  supjiosed  it  would  have 
been  suffered  to  sleep  with  the  statesmen  of  the  Tudors 
and  the  Stuarts.  It  finds  no  abidin;g  place  in  Europe.  It 
IS  the  jest  and  the  scoff  of  her  practical  stateonen,  as  well 
as  her  writers  upon  political  economy— sare  only  in  fallen, 
impoverished,  and  devoted  Spain,  wliere  much  may_  be 
found  common  to  her  and  the  defenders  of  the  American 
system.  What,  ur,  is  meant  by  the  balance  of  trade?  _  It 
is  that  commercial  intercourse  in  which  the  importation 
exceeds  the  exportation. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  states  that,  in  the  last  ten 
years  and  three-quartera,  our  exports  to  <Jreat  Britun 
were  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  nullions  of  dollars; 
that  our  imports,  during  the  same  time,  were  three  hun- 
dred and  twenhr  millions— giving  an  excesa  of  import!  of 
fifty-seven  millions,  which  he  sets  down  as  dear  loss,  and 
exclaims  emphatically,  "How can  the  United  States  sus- 
tain tliemselves  under  this  ruinous  traded'  Sir,  the  fallacy 
of  this  argument  conasta  in  supposing,  when  die  value  of 
imports  exceeds  the  v^ue  of  exports,  that  a  debt  is  con- 
tracted to  the  amount  of  the  difference;  whereas,  in  aftir 
ct>mmerce,  prosecuted  by  a  country  with  a  commerdal 
marine  of  her  own,  the  value  of  imports,  for  a  seriea  of 
yean  taken  tcwether,  will  be  equal  to  the  aggregate  value 
of  exports  ana  freights. 

In  a  wngle  commercial  operation,  if  the  value  of  im- 
ports is  just  equal  to  the  value  of  exports,  it  is  dear  that 
there  is  a  loss  to  the  whole  amount  of  freight  Vet  thii^ 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  trade,  is  neither 
a  gainful  nor  a  losing  bunness.  Again;  If^  in  a  single 
operation,  the  value  of  imports  is  less  than  the  value  of 
expdrts,  tiiis,  according  to  the  balance  of  trade,  b  a  gain- 
ftil  commerce,  though  he  who  receives  a  return  carvo  less 
valuable  than  the  outward,  feels  sorely  that  it  u  aloung 
business.  So,  if,  instead  of  a  ^gle  case,  in  all  the  com- 
mercial operations  of  a  country,  the  value  of  imports  shall 
be  less  than  the  value  of  exports,  it  u  said  the  balance  d[ 
trade  b  favorable;  whereas  nothing  b  more  demonstrative 
than,  when  the  value  of  all  the  return  caigoea  b  lea  than 
the  value  of  all  die  outward,  that  it      lodng  buriiuH. 
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On  the  other  band,  if,  in  s  single  operatjon^  tbe  value 
of  ' the  return  cai^  is  greater  than  that  of  the  outward, 
and  out  of  the  return  cargo  the  merdiaitt  pays  for  tbe 
outward,  and  all  the  expenses  of  the  voyage,  still  retajn> 
ii^  in  hiB  hands  a  Urge  reudue,  the  bolaince  of  trade,  aaya 
he,  is  growing  poorer*  while  lie  feels  that  he  is  growing 
richer.  So^  while  all  the  individuals  of  a  nation,  by  like 
operations,  are  growing  richer,  the  balance  of  tnide  says 
toe  nation  is  growing  poorer. 

Nothing  can  be  more  unfiurand  delunve  than,  from  a 
list  of  our  exports  tOt  and  imports  from,  a  ^vea  country, 
to  pronounce  upon  that  intercourse  as  being  either  gain- 
ful or  losing.  This  is  manifest  when  we  consider  the 
rect  and  indirect  trade— the  circuitous  voyages,  finding  ao 
many  intermediate  points,  and  complicating  its  concerns 
with  so  many  new  interests. 

Permit  me  to  illustrate  this  view,  by  reference  to  a  case 
vbieb  actually  happened  a  few  years  ago-  Bear  In  nund 
that  the  ftct  to  be  ascertained  is,  whether  our  fur  trade  to 
tbe  Korthwest  coast  of  America  is  gainful  or  losing*  ac- 
cordinjf  to  tins  notion  of  the  balance  of  trade. 

A  ship  fitted  out  from  New  En|^and,  with  acai^  worth 
about  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  fur  trade  on  the  North* 
west  coast  of  America,  got  a  cargo  of  furs,  proceeded  on 
her  voyage  to  Cbina,  ezchai^ed  them  fiv  teas,  silks,  &c. 
and  bnx^t  home  a  cargo  worth  neariy  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  This,  according  to  the  balance  <^  trade, 
was  a  most  ruinous  operation.    The  shrewd  and  enter- 

E rising  Yankee,  understanding  the  fact,  but  not  compre- 
ending  tiiis  philosophy,  was  willing  to  pocket  the  money, 
and  surrender  the  theory  to  the  champions  of  the  Ameri- 
can system. 

Sffr  the  whole  of  thu  doctrine  proceeds  upotl  tbe  hy- 
potbois  that  commercial  intercourse  is  a  Medea  ofgam- 
olii^  openitioik— that  the  j^n  of  one  is  the  loss  of  another. 
I  ^laJII  not  stop  to  examine  this  hypoUiesls,  but  barely 
remark  that  it  wa^an  illiberal  notion,  entertained  in  the 
earlier  ages  of  commerce,  tliat  it  has  long  niice  been  ex- 
ploded, and  is  now  universally  denouiKM  by  an  enlight- 
ened political  philosophy. 

The  great  object  of  contest  between  Uie  respective 
parties  to  this  tariff  question  is,  whether  tbe  tariff  States 
slwll  funush  thaplantiiw  States  with  manu&ctures,  or  the 
planting  States  fumidi  the  tariff  States.  It  is  with  pain- 
yes  ar,  it  is  with  grief,  that  I  consider  the  question  in  this 
aspect  It  presents  a  naked  case  of  die  reversal  of  the 
ordinations  of  benign  Providence,  by  tbe  tyrannical  legis- 
lation of  man.  My  proposition  is^  that,  in  the  absence  of 
restrictions,  the  South  would  import  and  lumish  (or  could 
do  it)  the  tariff  States  with  the  cliicf  part  of  their  sup- 
plies of  manuftctures. 

Owing  to  the  dense  population  of  Enriand,  the  abun- 
dance of  fuel,  tiie  inexhaustible  mines,  flie  perfection  of 
machinery,  the  cheapness  of  labor,  and  the  invigorating 
climate  in  which  the  ounuo  animal  can  perform  tbe  great- 
est possible  amount  of  labor,  upon  the  least  possible 
amount  of  subsistence,  the  cost  of  production  oi  almost 
every  ^dcs  of  manufacture  is  a  great  deal  less  than  it 
is  in  thu  country.  The  South  would  exchange  the  raw 
material  for  the  foreign  article,  which,  enhanced  in  its 
I>rice  by  the  rate  of  eichanee,  storage,  freight,  commis- 
rion,  atid  every  necessary  charge,  would  come  into  tiie 
h(Hne  market,  (if  free  from  impost  du^,)  and  drive  from 
it  all  domestic  competition.  In  truth,  the  foreign  article 
could  be  sold  in  the  home  market  at  (tarn  fifteen  to  thirty 
per  cent.  less  than  tbe  similar  domestic  article.  This  is 
obvious  from  the  &ct  that  the  manunujturer  is  now  pro- 
tected by  duties  aven^n^  more  than  fbrty^ve  per  cent., 
and  insists  that  any  material  modification  will  destroy  his 
bunnesB,  and  involve  him  in  bankruptcy. 

The  duty  of  every  Government  is  to  extend  equal 
protection  to  all  the  putsi  the  correlative  obligatioa  is, 
that  all  the  parts  shall  contribute  equally  to  the  support 


of  Government.  But  b  it  not  ^Tanny,  the  most  o^oua  and 
detestable,  to  deprive  one  of  the  parts,  without  eqmvalent, 
of  all  its  natural  advantages,  to  bestow  them  on  another? 

Sir,  it  is  an  utter  misconception  of  the  true  nature  of 
Government,  to  suppose  it  is  instituted  to  confer  bounties, 
and  do  acts  of  munificence.  Government  has  nothitiG^  of 
its  own  to  give,  and  it  can  only  give  to  one  by  taking  from 
another,  wliich,  if  done  witboat  eqnivalcnt,  is  naked,  pal- 
pable iiyustice.  The  South  asks  for  nothing.  Tlie  North 
IS  clamoroua  for  protection,  which,  if  it  mean  any  thing, 
means  that  the  Government  shall  give  that  whiot  it  ba» 
not,  but  that  which  it  shall  take  from  others. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  said  tliat  the  diwtrinc 
of  free  trade  is  a  mere  revival  of  the  Britirfi  colonial  sj-s- 
tem,  forced  upon  us  diiTingj)ur  colonial  vassalage.  1  must 
confess  my  utter  astonishment  at  the  introduction  of  such 
a  topic,  ill  support  of  tliis  system  of  restrictions.  I  should 
be  wholly  unable  to  account  fi>r  it,  had  I  not  seen  the  dig- 
nity of  deliberation  descend  from  the  region  of  argument 
to  a  level  with  the  passions.  The  Senator,  upon  the  re- 
flection of  a  ntoment,  cannot  fall  to  perceive  the  glaring 
error  into  wluchi  he  fallen.  That  the  reverse  of  the 
proposition,  is  precisely  the  fiict — that  success  in  this  pro- 
tective policy  is  but  to  substitute  New  England  for  Old 
England— so  that  the  former  may  now  burden  a  free  peo- 
ple, as  the  latter  formerly  did  her  coloiual  vassab.  Let 
me  examine  it  a  moment.  What  ditTerence  is  there  be- 
tween England  compelling  her  colonies  to  trade  with  her 
alone  for  tiieir  supplies  of  manufactures^  and  one  section 
of  the  Union,  T>y  virtue  of  lugli  prohibitive  duties,  com- 
pelting  another  to  trade  to  that  alone  for  all  supplies  of 
manu&ctured  articles?  Is  not  this  the  effect  of  uie  sys- 
tem? Is  it  mitigated  by  the  reflection  tiiat  it  is  the  brother 
of  my  blood  who  compels  me  to  yield  up  the  fruits  of  my 
toils,  to  gratify  his  spirit  of  rapacity?  Is  it  mitigated  by 
the  fact  that  the  South  is  in  effect  cut  off  from  the  cheap- 
est markets  in  the  world,  and  is  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
dearest?  Sir,  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  complete  pro* 
tection  is  tbe  adoption  of  a  system,  as  regards  our  pecu- 
niary interests,  incomparably  worse  thsti  that  of  colonisl 
vaswlage.  It  is  worse  tlian  colonial  vassalage,  precisely 
to  the  extent  that  the  market  of  New  England  is  worse 
than  the  market  of  Great  Britain.  Sir,  what  b  the  con- 
dition of  the  laboring  classes  at  tliia  day  in  Canada,  in 
respect  to  the  taxes  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  laboring  classes  in  this  confederacy 
of  freemen? 

I  have  an  autiientic  document  before  me,  which  exhi- 
bits the  monstrous  difTerence.  [Here  Mr.  M.-  read  the 
document,  showing  that  in  Canada  only  two  and  a  half 

Ecr  cent,  duties  were  paid  on  cotton  goods,  silks,  wool- 
:ns  linens,  earthen,  China  and  glass  ware»  hardware, 
rolled  iron]  while,  in  the  United  States,  the  duties  on  the 
same  articles,  to  be  paid  by  the  consumer,  range  from 
twenty-two  per  cent.,  the  lowest  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
per  cent.  In  Canada,  salt  is  fi-eet  here,  it  is  taxed.  In 
Canada,  sugar  is  almost  free.]  Sir,  it  is  true  that  the  co- 
lonial vassals  of  WiUiam  the  Fourth  are  taxed  less  than  the 
laborii^  classes  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  the  merry  pluu^man  that  follows  his  tram  with 
buoyant  spirits,  and  whistles  as  be  goes  in  pure  gladness 
of  heart,  little  dreams  of  the  insidious  process  by_  which 
he  and  his  litUe  ones  are  stripped  of  tbe  iruits  of  bis  ttuls. 
When  sitting  by  his  evening  fireade,  in  the  midst  of  all 
he  loves  upon  earth,  amusing  simple  infancy  with  the 
tales  of  other  times;  when  recounting  to  the  little  prat- 
tlers that  climb  upon  his  knees,  and  press  to  his  tide,  tlic 
exploits  of  hb  ancestors  in  the  batdes  of  Ubcrty — hi> 

Eatriotlsm  kindling  and  glowing  as  the  narrative  proceeds, 
ttle — little  does  he  know  that  the  miners  and  sappers  are 
at  work  under  the  citadel  of  his  liberties.  But,  ar,  Uie 
consolation  offered  to  the  South  is,  that  she  too  may  en* 
gage  in  manuftcturing,  and  escape  the  cvib  of  which  she 
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complkins-^nuiy  in  that  way  throw  ofT  the  thraldom  of  vas- 
aalage  to  the  tariff  nwnopolitts.    Hiobc  who  ofl^  that 


alternative,  know  that  h  is  but  keephwr  the  ■*word  of  his  heart  to  tear  themftomtbeseenesof  thnr  diHdhood— 


promise  to  the  ear,  and  breaking  it  to  Hie  bope;"  the^ 
Know  that  it  cannot  be  embraced  without  ruinous  sacri- 
fice. They  know  that  it  would  involve  a  sacrifice  of  at 
least  half  the  capital  of  the  South,  to  withdraw  it  from 
planting',  and  invest  it  in  new  pursuits.  And,  sir,  it  is  but 
frank  to  say  that  they  neither  expect  it  nor  desire  it.  For 
though  their  philosophy  might  enable  them  to  bear  with 
commendable  fbrtituoe  tiie  hm  of  half  our  camtal— ^  n»ny 
things  are  more  difficalt  than  to  bear  wim  patience  the 
tnisrortunet  of  othen — ^yet  what  philosophy  could  bear 
the  destrnction  of  all  its  golden  dreanu^  Whatraor^agee 
could  look  unmoved  upon  Us  mortgaged  estates,  idian* 
doned,  dilapidatei^  and  rapidly  verging  to  h^eless 
<lecaff 

There  are  those  in  die  SouUi  that  mdubre  in  the  delusion 
that  ve  are  capable  of  becoming  a  manumctarii^  people. 
That  we  might  succeed,  in  the  interior,  to  a  eertun  ex- 
tent, cannot  be  dwibted.  But  that  it  could  become  the 
predominant  interest,  or  that  we  should  ever  be  able  to 
compete  with  foreign  rivals,  is  wholly  irtiposnble.  We 
are  destitute  of  all  the  great  elements:  slave  labor  is  too 
careless.  We  are  destitute  of  water  power  on  the  sea- 
board, ef  navintkm  ts  water  power  in  the  interiw.  We 
are  destitute  en  coal,  and  that  selubrily  of  elioiBte  neoet- 
sary  to  preserve  Iwalth,  in  the  summer  and  autumnal 
months,  m  ifae  fbtid  atmosphere  of  densely  crowded  fac- 
tories. And,  above  all,  mank  God*  we  are  destitme  of 
the  cheap  labor  of  a  half  starved,  beggared,  and  depend- 
ent population,  fit  to  be  packed  in  factories  to  drag  out  a 
miaerable  slavish  existence  for  the  paltfy  equivalent  of  the 
bread  that  they  eat,  and  the  raiment  that  they  wear.  Sir, 
arc  tiiese  establishments  favorable  to  liberty,  or  to  monds^ 
In  other  countries,  these  operatives  are  erety  iraj  de- 
gnded.  In  this,  these  est^ltdiments  are  too  new  to 
afford  a  &ir  sample  of  their  bitter  fruits.  Is  there  not  an 
immeasnrable  difference  in  the  scale  of  being,  between 
him  who  plants  his  foot  on  his  own  soil,  feeling  a  high  and 
manly  sense  of  hia  personal  independenee-^the  master  of 
his  own  litde  domain—earrounded  by  a  happy,  industri- 
ous, and  virtuous  family;  and  the  da^-laborer,  witii  a  scat- 
tered fiunily,  toilin|r  fnm  sun  to  sun  m  a  crowded  Ue\ary, 
breathing  its  noxions  and  fistid  air;  dependent  for  lus 
daily  bread  upon  the  master  of  the  establishment^  and 
cringing  to  his  testy  humors,  or  losing  his  placed  Sir,  1 
am  told  that  the  dependence  is  so  complete,  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  l^heat  franchise  a  freeman,  the  will  of 
the  master  is  the  mw  of  tiw  dependents--tiMy  vote  the 
caUco  ticket. 

Hie  Senator  from  Kentucky  drew  a  {ncture  of  a  cotton 
fiurtory,  crowded  with  scores  of  deUcate  young  females) 
he  painted  dieir  "ruddy  complexions,"  "  happy  counte- 
nances," and  "  clock'wofk  regidarity." 

Sir,  if  the  genius  of  that  gentleman  could  have  thrown 
into  his  picture  the  bold  de^^  and  admirable  grouping 
of  Rapliael,  the  delicate  coloring  of  Titian,  and  the  fas- 
cinadog'  light  ind  shadow  of  Rembrandt,  it  could  not  have 
been  redeemed  from  revolting  associations.  I  understand 
diat  more  than  twenty  thoumnd  little  g^rls,  finm  seven  to 
fifteen  yean  of  age,  are  at  this  moment  inmiured  in  tiiese 
fiictories  in  tlie  United  Stetes. 

Who  can  contemplate,  without  pain,  the  hard  fiite  of  so 
many  delicate  young  females,  torn  from  a  mother's  love 
and  a  modier's  care,  tnnnured  in  thcK  factories,  drac^ng 
and  laboring  in  evety  sort  of  contact,  fmrced  from  the 
gambols  of  youthful  innocence,  and  the  gladness  and 
ionshine  of  the  heart  overcast?  Who  ou^t  not  to  de> 
Bounce  tiie  aocuraed  system  tliat  bribes  die  avarice  of  the 
pbent  to  sacriftoe  the  innocence  of  the  child  ?  1  appeal 
10  every  parent  who  ever  felt  the  gush  of  tendemem  for 
thev  fittw  innocents,  who  has  watched  the  fint  buddings 


6i  affection  putting  forth  its  tiny  tendril^  and  clinging 
around  his  very  heart-strings  whether  he  eotdd  find  it  in 


from  the  consecrated  circle  of  ftmily  affections,  and  im- 
mure them  in  these  laboratories,  as  the  grudges,  the 
slaves  of  capricioos  taskmasters,  ffir,  it  to  not  in  the  na- 
ture of  things  thai  thdr  minds  and  their  affections  should 

rcnsttdl  taint. 

Sir,  1  have  already  too  much  extended  my  remarks.  I 
had  designed  to  examine  several  Other  matters.  I  must 
refivto.  I  have  detmnined  to  examine,  and  expose  the 
fallacy  of  the  position,  that  prices  have  been  icaueed 
the  tariff)  >nd  to  show  that  they  have  ftUen,  not  in  con- 
sequence of  the  tariff,  but  in  apite  of  it.  I  had  derigned 
to  examine  the  allegation  of  an  increased  ability  to  con- 
sume, growing  out  of  the  protective  system,  by  enhanang 
the  price  of  bread  stuffs;  and  to  show,  as  may  he  clearly 
Aown.  that  the  aJkigation  is  fimnded,  lat,  in  an  error  of 
ftet,  and  3d,  in  an  etrar  oT  reasonii^.  I  had  dei^gned 
to  show  that  the  mosterroneousestimateskKve  been  made 
of  the  profits  <^  the  cotton  producers.  I  had  intended 
to  show  that  the  duties  upon  iron — ^the  raw  material— bad 
put  out  of  profitable  employment  more  than  a  hundred 
thousand  of  our  most  usefnl  artisans,  and  tranifcrred  the 
labor  to  Birmingham.  Sheffield,  and  other  manufactnring 
towns  in  EnglaiM.  I  had  designed  to  Aow  that  this  sys- 
tem, ooupled  with  the  paper  agnrtcB^  ton  dose  and  servile 
imitation  of  the  Engliih— which  to  the  most  refined  m> 
tern  of  slavery  in  the  world.  The  aristocracy  holding  me 
church  and  state,  with  the  infinitely  various  complication 
of  place  and  pension,  exact  three  hundred  and  fifty  nul- 
lions  of  dollars  annually — equal  to  fifteen  years'  income  of 
this  Government  Add  to  this  the  hundreds  of  millions 
extracted  W  the  com  laws  and  by  banking  and  manufac- 
turing estabtishmenta,  and  we  have  an  appallingaggrente. 
When  we  reflect  thtt  these  sums  are  drawn  fnm  laiMr, 
without  obligations  on  tiie  part  of  the  master  to  feed  or 
clothe  the  laborer,  and  without  sympathy  for  his  distresses,  , 
we  must  be  convinced  dtat  it  is  the  most  refined  slaveiy, 
and  is  infinitely  more  grievoya  and  oppressive  than  the 
very  worst  Condition  of  negro  daveiy  m  thb  country.  I 
never  saw  a  negro  pauper  without  uteher,  clothing,  and 
broad.  Thto  is  an  intmitbig  topici  I  regret  diat  I  have 
(o  pass  it  I  had  deigned  to  show  that  tlui  system  bn 
brou^t  into  existence  a  set  of  men,  unknown  in  better 
days,  denominated  •*  shavers.'* 

For  the  information  of  our  more  fortunate  brethren  of 
the  tariff  States,  I  will  endeavor  to  convey  some  idea  of 
this  nondescript  A  shaver  is  a  little  wolfish)  he  grows 
lean  as  others  ^ow  &t;  he  fattens  as  others  become  ema* 
ciated.  To  him  general  prosperi^  is  as  the  pardiij^ 
drou^t  of  siunmer.  Hismppineas  springkas  blnheiome 
from  die  misery  ef  others,  as  the  violet  mm  the  mound 
that  covers  die  ashes  of  a  hero.  To  him  the  ngh  of  dis- 
tress is  "  dulcet  and  harmonious  breath;^  and  the  tears  of 
a  ruined  fiunily,  surrendering  to  him  tb«r  patrimonial 
acres,  and  driven  into  the  wide  world  houseless,  penny- 
less,  and  friendless^  are  as  the  refreshing  and  vivifying 
showers  poured  from  the  clouds  of  heaven  into  the  burn- 
ing bosom  of  die  earth.  These,  and  others  of  Undred 
pursuits,  are  almost  die  only  allies,  in  respect  to  the  tariff 
lolicy,  that  our  Northern  Imthren  can  find  in  the  Soudi. 
n  the  early  history  of  "shaving,"  men,  with  some  daim 
to  respect,  engaged  in  the  business.  Tt  is  now  become 
so  odious,  tbatany  one,  of  the  least  mark  of  respectability, 
shuns  the  imputetion  ks  he  would  the  leprosy.  It  is  fldlen 
into  other  hands — '^e  hands  of  harpie^  compared  with 
many  of  whom  Shylock,  the  Jew,  was  tendel^euted,  n 
man  of  honor,  and  a  genUeman. 

I  had  designed  to  idiow  the  palpnble  tbaurdities  and 
abominable  frauds  af  the  whole  system  of  minimoms.  I 
had  intended  to  Aow  the  strong  indocements  held  out 
by  this  pdiey  to  illicit  tride,  and  the  general  -comiptiw 
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of  (Donls  conwquent  upon  an  extensive  lystem  of*  Bmug- 
gVmg.  Th»t  smuggling  b  now  carried  on  extensively  on 
the  Canada  frontier,  ia  notonoua.  I  had  intended  to  snow 
that  the  great  and  patriotic  West  bear  the  burdens  of  this 
policy  without  equivalent:  that  the  taxes  piud  Uiem 
annaally»  in  the  shape  of  duties,  are  more  than  rourfbid 
the  whole  amount  of  appropriations  for  internal  improve- 
menta  in  every  part  of  the  Union:  that  tlieir  hope  for 
indemnity  in  that  shape  is  wholly  deluuve:  tliat  a  pai-t 
of  the  West  has  partially  lost,  by  the  ravages  of  the  sya- 
tem,  their  best  market  for  live  stock.  I  pasa  theae  and 
other  topics,  not  doubting  that  they  will  be  discussed  by 
other  Senator^  in  a  manner  much  mora  satisfactory  than  I 
could  hop*  to  do  iL 

Mr.  Prendent,  there  is  one  other  topic  which  sheer 
josdcc  seems  to  require  me  to  touch.  I  mean  the  inunuar 
tion  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cljlt,]  that  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate,  on  the  north  side  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line,  was  understood  to  hold  one  opinion  on  the 
tariiflr,  and  on  the  south  side  he  was  understood  to  hold 
another.  As,  I  suppose,  the  lionorable  Senator  well  con- 
sidered the  delicate  relation  he  bears  to  the  head  of  ttte 
GoTemmen^  and  settled  in  his  mind  all  the  proprieties  of 
such  a  reference*  I  shall  refiwi  from  any  animadversion 
upon  that  pmnt.  Sir,  I  regret  to  touch  this  topic,  I  am 
unwilling,  in  a  discuauon  of  the  great  principles  of  tliis 
stupendous  system,  to  mingle  with  it  mere  paltry,  party 
interests.  It  looks  above  and  beyond  this  administration, 
or  any  otlier,  and  ail  that  belong  to  it.  U  is  rapidly  be- 
coming a  naked  question  of  liberhr.  Hie  sentiment  is 
growing  in  the  South*  and  1  trust  it  will  grow  more  and 
more,  that  we  will  wear  in  our  liearta  no  love  fitr  an^  ad- 
ministration that  compels  us  to  wear  the  chains  of  tlus 
system. 

But,  ur,  I  think  the  honorable  Senator  did  the  Chief 
Mi^strate  great  injustice.  I  never  understood  that  but 
one  opinion  was  entertained  on  the  subject.  We  all  un- 
derstood  him  to  be  in  favor  of  a  system  of  protection. 

Loving  lum  A  we  did,  admiringhim  as  we  must,  rever- 
ing him  as  we  might,  and  conficUng  in  him  as  we  still 
delight  to  do,  we,  nevertheless,  always  remembered  bis 
opinions  on^this  subject,  with  deep  regret. 

I  will  tell  the  honorable  Senator  the  opinion  of  the 
South,  as  far  as  1  understand  iL  We  have  long  known 
the  President  to  be  in  favor  of  a  protective  system.  That 
opituon  was  first  promul^ted  by  him  in  North  Carolina 
upon  the  ere  of  the  prcMdcntial  election  of  1824,  at  the 
time  he  was  a  candidate  forthe  Prendency,  and  when  the 
excitement  in  tiiat  State  was  high.against  the  policy.  We 
have  seealus  recorded  vQtes  in  this  Senate,  and  his  annual 
mesMge,  all  affirming  the  principles  first  laid  before  tlie 
public  But  we  believed  he  preferred  his  country  to  hrm- 
•elf;  that  he  would  urge  bis  poUcy  no  further  than  he 
believed  the  great  interests  of  the  country  required;  and 
that  be  w*s  wholly  incapable  of  abuMngit,  either  to  acquire 
or  to  retain  power.  In  a  word,  all  believed  him  to  be  an 
honest  man^rm,  patriotic,  and  JiearieM.  This  is  the  fort- 
reu  of  his  strength— the  hearts  of  the  people  is  the  citadel 
of  liis  power. 

But,  sir,  I  dismiss  this  topic;  the  subject  under  consi- 
deration is  offer  more  weighty  and  far  more  d\irable  im- 
portancei  and  I  pray  God,  that  every  man  who  loves  his 
country  may  take  it  into  grave  and  solemn  consideration, 
that  he  may  bring  to  it  tliat  spiritof  conciliation  and  kind< 
nesa  that  becomes  tjw  defendants  of  those  who  stood  ride 
by  ride,  and  poured  out  tlieir  blood  like  water  in  the 
achievement  of  our  liberties.  Sir,  I  feel  a  deep  convic- 
tion that  tlus  system. and  this  Union  cannot  exist  perma- 
nentiy  together.  Who  can  be  insensible  to  the  wisdom, 
the  patriotism,  of  mutual  concesrion?  Who  can  shut  his 
eyes  to  the  fearfiil  rigns  of  the  times?  Who  is  not  ready  to 
invoke  tiiemirit  of  seventy-rix— that  devotion  to  liberty, 
■ealed  by  the  blood  of  »  many  patriots  and  nmtijni 


Where  is  it?  I  fear  it  is  gone  forever.  Where  is  the 
sentiment  of  the  Slogen,  once  so  dreadful  to  the  enemy — 
"give  me  liberty,  or  give  roe  death'**  It  is  beard  no  more 

in  the  huid.  It  is  money — money— give  me  money  or  

Sir,  if  1  could  coin  my  heart  into  gold,  and  it  were  law- 
fiil  in  the  ririit  of  Heaven,  I  wouH  pray  God  to  give  me 
firmness  to  do  it,  to  save  this  Union  from  the  fcarful— the 
dreadful  shock  which  I  verily  believe  impends. 

[Mr.  M.  delivered  only  part  of  the  above  on  Tuesday. 
It  was  concluded  the  following  day,  but  is  given  here 
entire.] 

Wuvxsnax,  Fxmvabx  8. 
The  journal  ha^ng  been  read, 

Mr.  DICKEB80N  aud  tiiat,  peroriring  bis  name  |ui 
the  place  of  Mr.  Wbitx,  excused]  on  the  committee  ap- 

{lointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  make  arrangements 
or  the  commemoration  of  Washingtwi'a  birthday,  he 
wished  to  be  excused  from  serving  upon  it,  for  the  same 
reasons  whicl)  were  g^ven  by  the  gentlemen  who  were 
yesterday  excused.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  the  object  for 
which  the  committee  was  appmnted,  nor  did  he  vote  for 
the  resolution.  He  wished  to  pay  all  posrible  respect  to 
the  memory  of  Washington.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would 
adjourn  over  tlwt  dtw,  and  unite  witn  other  citisens  in  the 
usual  observances  of^  the  day-  But  he  could  see  no  good 
reason  why  Congress  shotdd  depart,  on  this  occasion, 
from  the  customary  mode  of  honoring  the  day.  Henrished 
to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  UAYNE  siij^sted  to  the  Senatorthat,  as  his  name 
was  upon  the  committee,  and  as  several  ^ntlemen  had 
already  been  excused,  be  bad  bett^  remam  a  mcn^r  of 
it{  and,  if  he  had  any  abjections  to  any  other  oiraervance 
of  the  day  than  an  a^joomment,  he  could  state  them  to 
the  jcnnt  committee,  who  would,  perhaps,  be  goreined  by 
his  suggestions. 

Mr.  DICK£BSON  felt  no  disposition,  he  said,  to  go 
into  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  op|>osing  the  views 
and  deugns  of  the  majwi^  of  that  committee.  It  would 
be  unpleasant  to  lum  to  be  placed  in  that  rituation.  He 
would  propose  to  withdraw  from  it  entirely. 

Mr.  HILLKR  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution; 
and,  af^er  it  was  read,  he  remarked  llial,  as  the  resolutkwi 
agreed  to  assume  that  we  shall  join  with  the  House  in  ce- 
Idirating  the  day,  gentlemen  could  have  no  objection  to 
serving  on  the  committee.  Having  udopted  the  resolution, 
he  thought  the  Senate  was  bound  to  proceed  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  design. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  was  not  present,  he  said,  when  die 
resolution  was  paswd.  He  thouf^t  it  an  improper  mode 
of  paying  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  He 
was  also  uninformed  bow  the  expenses  of  the  fete,  if  there 
was  to  be  one,  were  to  be  defrayed.  He  was  wilUng  to 
excuse  the  tionorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  if  he  be- 
lieves he  could  not,  with  profoicty,  consent  to  join  in  the 
bbjecu  of  the  oonunlttce. 

TiM  question  bring  put,  it  was  decided  in  &vor  of  ex- 
cuung  uie'  Senator. 

[The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  ultimately 
consisted  of  Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  WxBsm,  Mr.  Poiiidkxtsb, 
Mr.  Cbambus,  and  Mr.Biaa.] 

THE  COLONIAL  TRADE. 

Ur.  SPBAGUE  submitted  the  following  restdutions: 
Baokedt  Tbatthelate  "arrangement,"  made  between 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britun, 
relative  to  a  tivde  between  this  country  snd  her  colonial 
possesrions,  gives  to  British  vessels  an  advantage  in  trans- 
porting articles  to  their  West  India  colonies  greater  than 
IS  secured  to  American  vessels,  and  violates  that  principle 
of  reciprocity  in  navigation  which  our  Government  Ims 
heretofore  sedulously  and  firmly  endeavored  to-maintain. 
BmMf  Thatsaid**an«r^meHt,**aiidthePreaident^ 
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procluution  of  the  5th  of  October,  1830,  openiar  the 
porta  of  the  United  States  to  British  veaaeU,  were  not 
MitbOTiKd  by  the  «ct  of  Congas  of  39th  of  Ibf ,  1830 


BANK  CURRENCY. 


Mr.  DALLAS  mored  tbit  the  report  received  yeiter- 
dkf  from  the  Secretary  of  the  lYeuury,  in  rtply  to  Mr. 
BxsTom**  KflolutioDt  making  inquiries  in  refattion  to  the 
corrency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  select  comauttee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  his  stateraent  of  the  amount  of  this 
a^eaes  of  currency  in  circulation,  was  mere  matter  of 
opimoa  wben  he  spoke  upon  the  subject  two  weeks  agv. 
The  bank,  m  none  ofitaz«porti<)rpubUoiitioiii»had  ever 
discriminaled  between  the  nAea  and  the  ocderti  and, 
jud^Dg^  from  the  universality  of  the  orders  in  the  West, 
he  bad  fosmed  an  opinbn  ttut  they  must  aBKwnt  to  aUout 
ten  miilioos.  Senators,  who  supposed  liim  to  say  thirty  or 
forty  nullions,  must  have  taken  an  expression  which  related 
to  the  whole  amount  of  the  bank  issues,  notes  and  orders, 
which  are  returned  at  forty-  milltons.  To  settle  the  ques- 
tion, faowerer,  and  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  orders  out^ 
he  had  submitted  a  call  upon  the  Secretaty  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and,  if  he  had  not  the  information,  dirougrh  lum 
upon  the  nrendent  of  the  bank,  to  aacertun  the  amount. 
That  call  bad  been  answered.  It  was  received  yesterday, 
and  gives  rise  to  the  present  motions  for  references  to 
(fifierent  committees.  From  that  answer  we  see  that  the 
practice  of  isniing  orders  as  currency  began  in  JiUy, 
1837i  and  that  about  leven  milhons  had  been  issued  since 
thai  timet  Of  this  seven  milUoni^  about  five  nullions  are 
befieved  to  be  ln.actual  drcubtion  t  whicht  in  fret,  was  less 
than  he  had  expected.  But  the  cause  of  Uiiniacalculation 
was  shown  in  the  Preudenfs  answer. 

He  [Mr-  B.]  had  supposed  tint  alt  the  branches  issued 
this  deacriptiim  of  currency;  but,  in  looking  over  the 
statement  sent  in,  he  found  that  the  more  remote  and 
frontier  branches  alone  were  set  at  this  workj  while  the 
great  branches  in  the  capitals  and  emportums  of  the  old 
States  and  in  this  capital  the  Union,  did  no  such  thing. 
The  Southern  and  Western  branches  made  these  iiMeji^ 
and  a  few  others  of  the  smaller  classt  bat  the  branches  in 
Richmood,  Baltimore,  New  York,  Boston,  and  this  city, 
issued  none.  Why  this  difierence?  Is  it  that  the  intelli- 
gence  of  the  great  cities  would  detect  the  difference 
between  a  note  and  an  order,  while  the  inhabitanta  of  the 
South  and  West,  and  otiter  remote  or  obscure  places, 
wou^  take  the  orders  withoat  knowing  the  difference,' 
like  unfledged  robins  swallow  the  gravels  which  wantoh 
boya  throw  them  in  place  of  crumbs  of  bread? 

The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  sent  up 
to  the  parent  bank  by  the  branches  nnee  they  began  to 
issue  orden,  and  by  auch  branches  as  issue  onlers,  had 
also  been  shown  in  the  answer  to  his  call.  He,  [Mr.  B.] 
when  he  spoke  a  fortnight  ago,  endeavored  to  explain  the 
tiieory  of  these  orders,  and  to  show  that  it  was  Erectly 
the  rererse  of  a  currency  «f  bi«nch  bank  notfcs.  In  the 
case  of  notes,  the  ^u%nt  bank  fiimbdied  the  capital  to  the 
branch  t  in  the  case  of  orders,  the  btmnch  furnished  the 
capital  to  the  parent  bank.  This  be  bad  argued  was  the 
theory  of  the  order  currency,  and  it  was  now  proved  to 
be  the  practice  of  it.  The  Senate  would  bear  in  mind 
that  the  branches,  chiefly  those  of  the  South  and  West, 
bad  issued  seven  millions  of  these  orders  since  July,  1837. 
Now,  it  appeared  from  the  rep<nt  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
that  these  brandiea  had  remitted  about  etf^t  nnllionB-of 
gold  and  silver  cmn  and  bulKon  to  the  parent  bank  in  the 
«me  time.  Thus  the  theory  and  the  practice  worked 
together.  The  theory  was,  that  the  branches  which  drew 
the  orders  on  the  cashier,  in  Philadelphia,  should  send  up 
the  hard  money  there  to  meet  the  orders,  and  this  it  was 
proved  they  faad  doue;  theretnr  depriving  the  branches  of 
capital,  initead  of  fumiriihig  it  to  tbem.    If  notes  were 


inued,  and  that  was  the  plan  and  idea  of  tiwse  who  gnmt' 
ed  the  charter,  the  parent  bank  would  have  to  send  down 
a  portion  of  her  capital— real  capital,  not  a  mere  assign- 
ment  of  credit— -to  the  branch  to  issue  notes  upon.  These 
notes  would  be  payable  on  the  spot,  and  on  demand;  and. 
If  not  so  paid,  judgment  would  be  ^en  against  the 
bMk,  with  twelve  per  cent,  damages.    Not  so  of  these 
orders;  they  were  payable  alone,  even  admittmg  that  they 
were  payable  any  where,  in  Philadelphia;  and  apon  that 
principle  it  was  that  the  specie  was  taken  from  the  bnuidl, 
ajnd  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  meet  them.    The  quantity  of 
this  specie,  thus  transmitted,  was  spoken  of  as  small  bv^ 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Dallas.]  He  spoke 
of  It  as  a  smaU  sumf  he,  [Mr.  B.  ]  on  the  contrary,  darned 
It  a  lai^  sum.    It  was  eight  million^  of  dollars,  and  that 
Mtiacted  from  the  Westj  for  the  whole,  except  about 
half  a  miUion,  came  from  the  West,  and  from  half  a 
dozen  branches,  and  that  in  the  short  space  of  five  yAu*. 
What  had  been  extracted  from  the  same  quarter  in  the 
fifteen  years  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been 
ravaging  that  region,  he  did  not  yet  know,  but  a  resolution 
had  been  adopted,  and  sent  to  the  select  committee,  of 
whicli  the  gentleman  was  chahmn,  to  ascertain  it;  and, 
when  ascertained,  be  would  take  care  to  mention  it  for 
the  information  of  the  Western  people.  It  was  said,  also* 
that  five  millions  of  this  whole  sum  was  taken  from  New 
Orleans.  That,  sir,  is  no  alleviation  of  the  mischief.  New 
Orleans  is  th6  West,  and  the  whole  West  i>  injured  by 
every  operation  which  renders  her  less  able  to  buy  their 
produce.  If  these  five  millions  had  remained  in  that  city, 
they  cooldhave  been  paid  to  Western  ftrmers  for  Western 
iroduce;  bul^  bein^  itarried  to  Philadelphia,  they  have 
►een  sold  to  the  British  and  other  Europeans,  and  will  never 
be  seen  in  Americaagain.  The  bankstatementa  show  thai 
five  millions  and  a  half  of  spede  had  been  drawn  from 
the  bank  in  about  as  many  months.    The  vaulta  of  the 
insUtutioD  contained  twelve  and  a  half  millions  in  May, 
and  seven  millions  in  December;  and  every  body  knew  a 
vast  amount  of  specie  had  been  exported  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  sold  at  a  premium.  It  was  evident  that  five  and 
a  half  millions,  taken  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  not  employed  in  takingup  the  notes  of  the  banki  fw 
the  issue  of  these  was  augmented  nullions  in  the  same 
time.'    Specie  diminishing — notes  augmenting — the  can- 
dle lit  at  both  ends— was  the  spectacle  exhibited  in  the 
bank  for  tlie  last  ux  months!    But  the  five  millions  from 
New  Orleans,  in  fivp  years,  and  which  is  considered  as  a 
trifle!    In  what  condition  4^  that  abduction  leave  the 
brand)  there?   The  returns  for  last  December  show  that 
condition.  They  show  an  exhibit  of  five  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  dolhu^  in  specie;  about  "eight  millions  of  notes 
issued;  about  one  million  of  depoutes  due  to  tlie  United 
States  and  lier  officers;  and  about  one  million  and  a  quar- 
ter of  depontes  due  to  individuals;  in  all,  ten  millions, 
resting  upon  half  a  million  of  specie  for  payment!  This 
is  the  condition  in  which  the  branch  bank  in  the  commer- 
cial emporium  of  the  West  was  left  in  December  last! 
What  could  such  a  branch  do  for  the  commerce  of  the 
West?   Nothing!  literally  nothing!    The  branch  tiiere 
was  an  engine,  to  pump  the  bard  money  out  of  the  city, 
and  send  it 'to  a  rival  city.    No  wonder  New  Orleans  was 
called  a  bad  market;  no  wonder  slie  could  only  import 
seven  millions  of  foreign  goods,  while  exporting  thirteen 
millions  of  domestic  productions.    Her  whole  moneyed 


syaUm  was  under  foreign  domination — under  the  control  of 
(bstant  and  rival  cities,  which  were  seeking  ^wds  and.cotials 
across  the  Alleghany  mountains  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  drawing  off  her  commerce;  and  which,  througii  the 
instrumentality  of  the  branch  bank  in  that  city,  could  still 
more  effcctoaJly  accomplish  tlieir  purpose  of  keeping  her 
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fributaiT,  wcondary,  and  subordinKte  to  the  commercial 
cities  of  the  Atlantic  States.  The  whole  Wertaympathized 
with  New  Orleansj  she  could  not  be  crippled  or  hurt, 
without  imparting  her  aenBations  to  the  whole  region  above 
at  the  same  time.  The  interest  of  the  whole  West  req^uired 
New  Orleans  to  berichi  to  be  abunduit  in  gold  and  sdver; 
to  be  the  mistress  of  her  own  monejred  system;  above 
all,  to  be  independent  of  rival  cities— cities  contending  for 
the  import  trade  which  belonged  to  her.  Of  the  eight  mil- 
lions taken  from  the  West,  in  so  short  a  time,  he  [Mr.  B.] 
bad  noted  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  all  gold 
and  silver  Uken  from  St.  Louis!  that  St.  Louis  to  which 
not  a  cent  of  capital  had  ever  been  sent!  not  even  an 
assignment  of  credit,  equivalent  to  so  much  moonshine, 
but  to  be  given  in  the  return  as  caplul  stock!  Theae 
three  hundred  thousand  di^lars  were  part  of  the  eight  mil- 
lions; amli  small  as  these  eight  millions  may  now  be  deem- 
ed, tiiey  are  one  million  more  than  the  whole  amount  of 
specie  now  in  the  vaults  of  the  parent  bank  and  her  twcn- 

S'-five  branches!  So  that  the  West  actually  furnished  in 
ve  years  the  whole  amount  of  specie  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  owns,  and  a  million  more!  No  wonder 
the  West  is  destitute  of  cadi! 

He  [Mr.  B.]  bad  beard  complaints  that  a  diffbrencc  was 
made  between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  citizens 
of  the  States  in  the  reception  of  these  orders,  and  tliat 
this  difference  was  to  the  prejudice  of  the  weaker  party; 
and  the  letter  of  the  preudent  of  the  banjc  confirmed 
what  he  had  heard.  It  is  admitted  in  that  letter  that  the 
difference  exisU  in  the  ten  and  twen^  dollar  orderst  that 
while  the  orders  of  these  denominations  will  be  **  neces- 
nrtty"  received  as  cash,  at  all  tlie  bnnches,  from  the  Go- 
Temment,  they  are  not  "necessarily'*  so  received  from 
citisens]  and  this,  be  [Vr.  B.]  presumed,  might  be  called 
the  first  lesson  in  the  cluster  of  **  sound  and  uniform 
currency." 

Mr.  B.  then  turned  to  the  immediate  question  before 
the  Senate — the  question  of  reference — the  chmce  of 
committees  to  whom  the  report  on  the  amount  of  this  or- 
der currency  should  be  sent.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
s>'1vaiua  [Mr.  Dallas]  moved  in  fiivor  of  the  select  com- 
mittee to  which  had  been  committed  the  consideration 
of  the  application  for  the  renewed  charter.  He  [Mr.  B.] 
had  moved  in  hyor  of  the  Judidary  Committee,  and  he 
thou^t  his  motion  the  right  one.  The  question  to  be 
considered  was  unconoected  with  the  question  of  renew- 
ing the  charteri  it  was  a  question  of  violating  the  existing 
charter.  HecharCered  or  not  recharteredt  ttill  this  ques- 
tion must  be  decided.  The  ri|^ts  and  interests  of  the 
communis  required  it  to  be  decided;  tiie  stnctily  of  vio- 
lated law  required  it  to  be  decided;  the  authority  of 
Congress  required  it  to  be  decided;  the  safety  of  the 
holders  of  the  orders  required  it  to  be  decided;  and  that, 
too,  before  thcqueation  of  the  recharter  was  decidedt  for 
after  that,  it  may  be  too  late  for  the  people;  after  that, 
they  will  have  no  holcl  upon  the  bankt  they  will  have  no 
means  to  enforce  the  pavinent  of  tiiis  traA.  At  present, 
they  hare  a  hold  upon  the  banki  they  have  the  question 
of  tiie  recharter  in  their  hands,  and,  until  that  is  decided, 
the  bank  must  pay  these  notes  whenever  presented,  with- 
out venturing  or  daring  to  tell  any  man  to  go  to  Philadcl- 
pliia.  After  that  question  is  over — and  no  mstter  which 
way  it  is  over — the  branches  may  tell  the  holders  to 
go  to  PIuladelphia{  the  orders  are  payable  there!  Yea, 
payable  there,  if  payiU>le  any  where!  but,  I  say  they  are 
payable  nowhere*  by  law!  That  every  order  that  has  been 
out  a  longer  time  than  it  requires  for  a  draft  or  a  bill  of 
exchange  to  go  up  to  Philadelphia,  and  return  back  to 
the  brand)  that  issued  it,  is  dead  in  tew — as  dead  as  the 
continental  bills  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  as  irreco- 
verable in  a  court  of  law!  Shall  seven  millions  of  such 
currency,  with  as  much  more  as  the  bank  chooses  to  add 
to  it,  sund  over  for  redemption  until  the  queatioD  of  the 


recharter  is  decided?  No,  wr,  it  is  a  preliminary  ques- 
tion, and  to  be  decided  first.  It  is  an  mdependent  ques- 
tion, and,  therefore,  not  to  be  mixed  with  the  other. 

The  Senator  ftam  Pennsyh-ania  [Mr.  Duus]  gives  as 
a  reason  for  sending  it  to  the  select  committee  on  the 
bank  charter,  that  that  committee  m^  insert  a  reatric- 
tion,  in  the  renewed  charter,  to  restrain  the  issue  of  this 
sort  of  currency  in  future.  But  what  is  to  become  of  the 
old  charter  in  the  mean  time?  To  be  violated  with  impu- 
nity from  day  to  day,  and  over  the  whole  extent  of  this 
Union  for  four  years  longer!  Is  not  five  year^  violation 
enough?  This  illegal  practice  began  in  1827j  now,  for 
the  first  timCf  it  has  attracted  Uie  attention  of  the  Naticm- 
al  Legislature.  Are  we  to  b£nk  the  question?  Are  ve  to 
let  it  off  eaqp  *  Are  we  to  content  ourselves  with  telfing* 
the  bank  not  to  do  so  again;  and  that  she  may  go  on  for 
foufyears  longer,  trampling  her  whole  cliarteruiuler  fool^ 
upon  concUtion  of  sufferinr  us  to  put  a  little  restriction  in 
the  renewed  charter  against  doing  so  agun?  Sir,  what 
will  become  of  that  new  restriction  ?  What  rif^t  have  we 
to  suppose  that  it  will  be  more  respected  than  the  present 
charter  has  been?  No,  Mr.  President,  no  more  restric- 
tions until  we  enforce  what  we  havet  no  nmre  renewed 
charters,  until  we  can  compel  the  bank  to  obey  the  one 
that  we  have  given  her.  If  we  cannot  compel  her — ^if  w* 
are  too  weak  and  impotent  to  restrun  her  to  the  exercise 
of  her  granted  powers— why,  let  us  confess  it!  Let  us  ad- 
mit tliat  Congress  has  gfven  itself  a  master!  that  the  bank 
is  our  superior!  and  tluit,  henceforth,  we  must  blink  her 
riolations  of  law,  and  Umit  our  interference  to  the  humble 
office  of  expostulation  and  entreaty!  l*hejudiciaty  Com- 
mittee is  tiie  proper  one.  II  is  the  committee  created  tw 
the  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  ofevery  thing  that  con- 
cerns the  administration  of  justice,  and  the  interpretation 
of  tile  laws.  Its  very  name  announces  its  fitness  for  the 
motion  I  have  made.  That  motion  is  to  inquire  into  the 
legality  of  this  currency,  and  to  report  its  character  to  tlie 
Senate.  This  is  a  question  of  law,  and  properly  refers 
itself  to  the  law  committee — to  the  committee  purposdy 
composed  of  gentlemen  distinguished  as  lawyers  u» 
judgea  before  tiiey  became  Senators,  and  to  whom  evenr 
legal  inquiry  has,  heretofore,  been  regularly  committed. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  with  expressing  his  bopes  that  the  re- 
ference would  be  made  to  tiie  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  that  the  friends  of  the  bank  would  not  fly  the 
legal  investigation. 

Mr.  DALL.\S  said  tiut  he  did  not  predsdy  understand 
whether  the  gentleman  ft«m  Missouri  intended  bis  pre- 
sent resolution  as  a  sabstitute  for  the  one  he  bad  present- 
ed, on  a  former  day,  in  relatitm  to  the  same  object.  [Mr. 
BENTON  sudyes,  irith  the  excepUon  of  printing.]  Mr. 
Dallas  said  Uie  question  was  one  of  great  interest,  and 
moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  subject  of  the  bank.  He  wished 
to  state  one  important  fact,  viz.  that  tiie  whtJe  amount  of 
these  orders  did  not  exceed  five  miUioos  of  dollars.  He 
stated  tbisy  liecause  it  bad  been  asserted  by  the  gentle- 
man, on  a  former  occasion,  that  Ote  amount  was  thirty  or 
forty  millions.  Another  allegation  was,  that  the  effect  of 
these  orders  was  to  drain  the  specie  from  the  Western 
and  Southwestern  portions  oftbe  Union.  Mr.  D.  mail,  it 
appeared,  from  the  statements  of  the  bank,  that,  during 
the  period  of  five  years,  the  aggregate  amouiit^f  specie 
from  New  Orlesns  did  not  exceed  five  millions,  ana  but 
eight  millions  from  the  whole  Western  country.  He 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  communicate  these  foots 
to  the  Senate,  to  prevent  any  misconception,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  assertions  which  had  been  made.  In  re- 
lation to  the  question  referring  the  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  Mr.  D.  said  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  icgaltty  of  the  bank  drafls  had  been  de- 
cided by  the  ju<ucial  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  the 
reference  to  the  Comtiuttee  on  tiie  Jndiciaiy  seemed  to 
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n»r(il*e  K  queation  mdiicb  bad  already  been  dedded.  It 
•eemed  to  hitn  that  the  aubject  should  be  referred  to  the 
comnuttee  that  had  the  quegtion  of  the  recharterinr  of 
the  bank  in  their  chargr,  with  tfie  design  that  they  might 
inquire  into  the  subject,  and,  if  they  found  it  improper  or' 
injurious,  to  forbid  the  practice  in  the  future  charter,  if 
tlie  bank  should  be  rechartered.  In  this  light,  he  thought 
the  subject  belonged  peculiarly  to  the  select  committee 
on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  the  legal  question 
had  been  already  ju^<ua]ly  decided,  and  tiiat,  therefore, 
tiiere  was  no  propriety  in  the  reference  to  Uie  Judicial 
Committee. 

Mr.  SMITH  made  some  remarks,  which  were  indis- 
tinctly heard.  He  waa  understood  to  say  that,  in  relation 
to  the  bank's  drawing  specie  from  the  West,  that-  such 
was  not  the  effect  there,  more  than  in  other  portions  of 
the  Uni<m,  which  effect  had  been  caused  by  the  dreadfiil 
pressure  ot  trade  over  the  whole  countryi  uid  that  the 
apeoe  did  not  goto  the  Bank  of  the  United  State%  but  to 
Bi^and.  The  specie  drawn  from  Baltimore  was  as  great 
astnat  whic^  had  been  drawn  from  the  Western  States, 
or  any  where  else.  When  the  Bank  is  called  on,  said 
Mr.  S.,  it  cannot  deny  the  payment  of  the  specie  for  these 
order*.  How  else  can  the  bank  manage  them  aa  they  now 
do?  Unattheygotoall  the  branch  banks  for  aid,  on  every 
occasion?  without  thii  currency,  ibtj  cannot  avoid  it. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  necessary  practice  to  obriate  the  diffi- 
culties which  would  otherwise  beinnimiauntable. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  say  a  word  in  answer  to  the  ve- 
nerable Senator  from  Harylaml,  ^r.  Smith.]  That  Se- 
nator was  not  present  when  this  discussion  began,  and  had 
not  heard  the  papers  read,  upon  which  it  was  founded. 
These  papers  nowed  that  the  branches  in  question  had 
been  aen^i^  up  hard  monqr  to  the  parent  banl^  fbr 
year*  b^bre  the  exportation  of  specie  began.  The  re- 
nittances  from  the  South  and  West  dated  from  1837— tiie 
exportation  had  only  begun  in  June  last.  It  was  not  a 
cadi,  in  distress,  which  the  bank  had  made,  but  a  ^stem- 
atic  abduction,  which  had  been  going  on  for  years.  Every 
Southern  and  Western  branch  was  drained  of  its  specie 
by  thia  proceaa.  The  disproportion  between  the  specie 
on  baiMl,  and  the  paper  put  out  by  these  branches,  was 
exceann,  enonnoua,  and  appalling.  At  Kttsburg,  forty 
to  one;  at  J^exington,  twenty  to  onCf  at  Nashville,  twenty 
to  one]  mt  New  Orleans,  uxteen  to  onet  at  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina,  about  seventy  to  one.  Such  were  the  re- 
turns of  last  December.  It  was  the  abduction  of  the  pre- 
doua  metali  which  had  reduced  the  Soutliero  and  Western 
bixnches  to  this  lean  and  &mtshed  condition,  of  which  he 
complained.  It  was  of  the  carren^.  illegal  and  danger- 
fMis,  for  wfaidi  tberQ  waa  no  adequate  means  of  redemp- 
tion* that  he  wai  now  demantung  inrMtieationa^  and 
beaeeching  the  friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  united  States 
not  to  fly  it  , 

Mr.  BCCKNER  objected  to  tlie  coone  which  this  sub- 
ject was  taldng.  He  did  not  think  that  this  premature 
discussion  was  proper.    He  hoped  it  would  not  continue. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  discuss 
the  question. 

Mr.  DALLAS  said  that  he  wouM  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  fidlen  from 
the  gentlennui  from  Missoiiii.  He  was  denroos  to  cor- 
rect certain  errors  which  that  gentleman  had,  no  doubt 
unintentionally,  (alien  into  tn  relation  to  the  United  States' 
bank,  in  his  remarks  of  this  morning.  He  has  stated  that 
the  effect  of  the  paper  currency  is  to  distress  the  South- 
western  and  Western  States,  and  that  they  were  the  sec- 
tkms  exchiaivelv  where  the  orders  were  senti  that  it  was 
the  borders  and  unenUghtened  parts  <A  soraety  that  were 
chosen,  bo.  I  have  omy  to  remark  that  the  towns  of  Pro- 
•videoce,  Burlington,  Utica,  Buffalo,  Pit^ui^,  and 
otberg^  vtwe  an  equal  or  greater  amount  is  sent,  are  not 
in  the  unenlightened  condition  wluch  the  gentleman  mip- 


poses,  nor  in  the  Southwestern,  or  quite  in  the  Western 
extremitiea  of  this  Union.  Mr.  D.  r^  a  statetnentof  Ae 
amount  sent  to  each  of  the  branches  in  these  and  other 
places,  showing  that,  instead  of  the  currency  being  con- 
fined to  the  West,  it  was  circulating  in  every  portion  of 
the  countryt  and  that,  by  recurring  to  the  statement  of 
the  bank,  they  would  find  that  the  Ancient  Domiiuon  was 
not  excepted.  To  Norfolk  there  were  dso  bank  orders 
sentt  that  they  bad,  therefiire,  been  diffmed  dirot^^umt 
the  various  sections  of  the  Union,  and  to  the  various 
branch  banks  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  and  Southon,  as 
welt  aa  to  the  Weatern  Statea.  I  will  refer,  said  Mr.  O., 
to  another  mistake  which  the  gentleman  has  &llen  into. 
He  says  that  the  West  is  drained  of  its  gold  and  idlver. 
Now,  by  the  stitement  of  the  bank,  it  seems  that,  of  all  the 
specie  Uiat  is  drawn  from  the  West,  tliere  are  five  millions 
drawn  from  New  Orleans  alone,  and  that  ia  drawn  from 
the  whole  Western  countnr  ir  but  «ght  nuUions— wtUdi 
leaves  only  three  millions  from  that  endre  portion  of  the 
Union,  excluwve  of  New  Orleana,  which  city  I  presume 
the  gentleman  would  not  accuse  of  being  unenlightened, 
and  which  is  peculiarly  well  wtusted  to  be  the  channel  of 
specie.  There  were,  then,  but  three  millions  drawn  from 
those  parts  of  the  West  which  could  be  called  frontier 
settlements.  They  had  thus  Goutribiited  almost  nothing 
— comparatively  nothing — when  the  whole  amount  paid 
to  tlie  bank  by  other  portions  of  the  country  was  conri- 
dered.  Mr.  v.  felt  it  his  duty  to  express  these  seotimento 
to  the  Senate,  that  they  might  know  the  true  state  of  the 
caae,  and  the  reasons  why  ne  had  moved  to  refer  the  re- 
port to  the  select  committee  on  the  bank  subject. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said  that  he  did  not  suppose  that  the 
question  should  be  discussed  aX  this  time  by  the  Senate, 
but  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  select  committee)  and,  if 
any  question  Ibr  which  the  present  discusrion  would  be 
proper,  it  would  be  on  the  rechartering  of  the  bank; 
to  wluch  point  there  would  be  a  more  suitable  applica- 
tion of  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 
Sir,  I  listened  to  the  gentleman  with  astonishment  the  other 
day,  and  was  surprised  at  hia  excitement  upon  this  subject. 
I  think  he  must  certainly  be  somewhat  prejudiced,  or  that 
he  does  not  comprehend  the  interests  of  the  Western  peo-- 
ple  with  regard  to  this  subject.  Sir,  what  great  evils  havs 
been  experienced  from  the  circulation  of  these  orders  in 
the  West  since  they  were  first  issued^  They  were  issued 
because  it  was  difficult  to  carry  on  the  concerns  of  the 
institution  without  them,  it  was  said  the  bank  hsd  fiiiled, 
because  the  managers  had  aaid  that  it  waa  impossible  lo 
pay  the  bills  in  every  portion  of  the  Union,  whenever 
they  might  be  presented,  and  specie  demanded.  But,  nr, 
the  Bank  of  die  United  States  had  equally  tlte  liberty  of  ex- 
change with  the  other  banks,  and  an  equal  currency,  with 
more  gold  and  silverj  yet  this  could  not  be  expected  if  tlie 
branch  banks  could  not  give  checks  on  one  another,  and 
on  the  parent  institution.  Does  not  the  very  idea  of  a 
^ranch  bank  include  this  privilege?  Would  it  be  vioUt- 
ing  itB  charter  to  exert  it?  And  does  not  the  parent  bank 
now  exchange  witli  them  these  crdera  as  well  aa  smaller 
sums  of  money  for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the 
public?  Sir,  the  banks  not  only  pa^  these  smsll  biU% 
but  give  checks  on  one  snother,  and  m  thia  way  the  ex- 
change is  maintained.  And  the  banks  cannot  be  con- 
ducted or  the  people  accommodated  in  any  other  way. 
Mr.  J.  9ud  he  did  not  wish  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  himself,  or  interrupt  the  debate  on  other  subjects. 
But  when  he  saw  this  question  introduced  in  this  pecu* 
liar  manner,  by  submitting  resolutions  calling  for  informa- 
tion, aid  then,  before  it  was  obtained,  to  proceed  with  ft 
premature  disctosion  calculated  to  misleaathe  public 
inflame  tlieir  minds — and  excite  their  prejudices  againat 
the  bank — he  felt  it  his  du^  to  explain  the  object  of  these 
orders,  and  show  that  they  were  not  fraught  with  nuschief, 
and  fiillo«-ed  by  distress  and  ruin,  as  the  gentleman  had 
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attempted  to  induce  us  to  believe.  The  gentleman  has 
said  that  tiiere  were  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  of 
these  orders  in  circulation;  and  that  the  whole  West  was 
dnuned  of  its  gold  and  silver.  Wh;,  ur,  f  know  that  this 
is  not  the  case*  I  vas  myself  at  New  Orleans  last  season) 
and  I  know  that,  for  the  fire  millions  soit  to  the  parent 
bank,  there  were  nine  millions  returned  from  the  markets 
of  our  produce  to  replace  it;  and,  so  &r  from  there  being 
a  deficiency  of  gold  and  silver,  tbe  general  anxiety  was  to 
know  what  to  do  with  it.  Does  not  the  gentleman  know 
that  the  rich  countries  of  Mexico  and  the  other  ffold  and 
silver  re^ons  are  directly  open  to  our  traded  That  our 
produce  IS  sent  out  there,  and  our  slups  come  home  loaded 
with  ipeoe^  Thia  u  the  general  iMurse  and  effect  of 
Hm  tndet  snd  when  the  spede  is  broti^t  into  New  Or- 
leans, tbe  great  question  ia  now  to  dispose  of  it.  This  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  performs  for  us  by  transporting 
it  at  their  own  expense.  Sir,  when  the  question  comes  up 
in  order  before  the  Senate,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  satisfy 
yaa  that  the  Western  people  are  benefited,  instead  of 
being  injured*  by  this  currency;  and  that  the  dreulation 
of  the  specie  could  not  be  effected  without  tiie  ud  of  this 
arrangement. 

The  motion  of  Ur.  Barroir  waa  then  laid  rni  tiie 
table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  a^n  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Mr.  Cut's  resolution  in  relation  to  the  tariff. 

Mr.  MAN6UM  recommenced,  and  spoke  two  hours  in 
concluuon  of  his  speech  against  the  rcsolutitm,  [as  girta 
above.] 

Mr.  TYLER  then  expressed  his  intention  to  address  the 
Senate  on  tbe  subject,  and  moved  an  acj[journment. 

Thubboat,  Febbcabt  9. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bxhtoh 
and  Mr.  Svbaovb  were  conudered  and  adopted. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  connderation  of  Mr.  Ci-at's 
resolution  respecting  the  tarijf. 

Mr.  TYLER,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  said  that,  ifhe  were 
permitted  to  consult  his  personal  feelings,  he  should  re- 
main ulent.  His  state  of  health,  which  had  been  bilt  of 
late  so  fiff  improred  ai  to  enable  him  to  resume  bis  sekt 
in  the-  Senate,  admonished  him  to  silence.  Bat  he  could 
not  reconcile  it  to  himself  to  remain  a  mere  "looker  on 
here  in  Venice,"  while  this  great  question,  so  deeply  and 
vitally  affecting  the  interests,  the  enduring  bappmess  of 
America,  was  undi^r  discussion.  He  owed  something  to 
himself,  but  much  more  to  the  State  which  he  bad  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  It  did  not  seem  to  him  to 
be  proper  that  the  sentiments  of  Vii^nia  should  be  with- 
held at  a  crisis  so  nrnmentoos.  He  ^ould,  therefore,  give 
fi«e  utterance  to  his  opinions,  and,  in  ddngso,  he  believed 
himself  to  be  representing,  ^r)y  and  honestly,  the  senti- 
ments and  opinions  of  his  native  State. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  had 
drawn  a  glowing  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  country. 
He  had  spoken  of  this  as  tbe  golden  age  of  these  confe- 
derated States.  By  the  magic  of  his  eloquence  he  had 
transported  us  to  what,  with  cbusical  taste,  he  was  pleased 
to  caU  La  Belle  Riviere,  and,  sailing  ^wn  its  stream,  he 
punted  out  to  usm  smiling,  animated  scene — Tillages  riaing 
up  in  endless  soceesnon  on  its  banks,  while  the  arts  were 
fpuly  meeting  us  at  every  step.  From  thence  be  led  us 
into  tbe  interior  of  his  own  State,  and  there  again  all  was 
beautifiil  and  enticing.  Widely  extended  lawns — animated 
groves — and  hills  covered  with  numberless  flocks.  All 
was  gay— all  wss  beautiful — all  enchanting.  He  then 
translated  us  to  the  Korth,  and  again  we  stood  in'  fairy 
land.   Here  flourished  tbe  art^  and  the  buzz  of  industry 


arose  from  numberless  villages-  And,  finally,  to  touch  off 
with  still  deeper  tint  the  glowing  scene,  he  pointed  to  us 
that  great  mart  of  commerce,  the. city  of  New  York — tbe 
modern  Tyre.  But  the  honorable  Senator  here  stopped— 
his  pencil  fell  from  his  hands,  when  be  turned  to  the  South, 
and  she  was  not  found  upon  pus  canvas.  Where  were 
herriungtowus?  Where  her  bwns.  her  animated  grorea, 
and  living  hSSa^  1  SMd  she  was  not  on  bis  canvas— I  mis- 
take—she was  there,  but  she  was  enveloped  in  ^oom. 
She  had.  ventured  to  utter  curoplMnts — to  put  forth  her 
grievances  respectfully,  but  stroi^ly— and  she  was  scowled 
upon — reprehended  as  uttering  unfounded  complunt^ 
entertvning  unwise  opinions,  rad  as  advocating  a  system 
which  would  recolonize  America.  If  tbe  Senate  could 
see  nothing  in  all  this  to  justify  complaint,  then  are  we  in- 
deed fairiy  subject  to  reproach.  What,  sir!  could  not  that 
fervid  Mfia  glowing  fitncy  create  one  animated  spot— find 
one  cans  in  the  wilderness  of  gloom,  on  wtuch  to  rest? 
How  comes  this,  Mr.  Premdent?  Is  there  any  thing  in 
ami,  in  climate,  in  position,  to  expbun  it>  Do  we  sow  and 
not  reap.^  Has  the  earth  aaddenly  reused  to  yield  to  us 
her  harvests?  Comparisons  are  said  to  be  odioust  but  I 
only  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  others,  and  rely  upon  sta- 
tions which  have  already  seen  made  in  this  debate.  Look 
to  Mr.  Gee's  pamphlet  of  1750,  upon  which  the  honorable 
Senator  so  strongly  relied,  urging  upon  the  British  Govern- 
ment the  adoption  of  a  policy  which  would  prt^iibit  tlie 
use  of  machinery  in  the  colouea,  and  compel  them  to  take 
the  manufiustured  goods  of  the  mother  counttv.  That 
writer  dweOs  wtih  apparent  ddi^^  tmtim  profitable  ex- 
changes which  would  be  carried  on  with  the  Soufli;  there 
would  be  rused  the  richest  products  in  the  jaw  state, 
which  wuuld  be  exchanged  for  the  costly  manu&ctures  of 
EngUnd.  Of  tlie  North,  that  writer  speaks  in  terms  of 
opprobrium  and  contumely:  "The  cast  off  rags  would 
do  for  tbe  North.  New  England  and  the  Northern  colo- 
nies have  not  commodities  and  products  enough  to  send 
us  in  return  fw  their  necessary  clothing,  but  are  under 
great  difficuHieB,  and,  thsrefoiv,  ai^  ordinary  sort  wUl 
sell  with  them.  And,  when  tbe^  have  grown  out  of 
&shion  with  us,  they  are  new  la^oned  enough  tbae." 
Hark  you,  Mr.  Prendent,  this  is  not  my  language;  it  is 
the  language  of  the  pamphlet,  introduced  mA  read  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  beg  leave  to 
give  you  an  anecdote  which  is  siud  to  have  occurred  at  tbe 
table  of  General  Wiuhington,  shtntly  after  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution.  I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  but 
have  often  heard  it  mentioned  by  other*.  The  party  con- 
sisted of  seversl  Southern  gentlemen,  and  one  gentleman 
from  the  North.  That  great  and  good  man  was  dwelling 
on  the  benefits  which  would  arise  from  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution;  he  portrayed  tbe  countless  blessings  which 
itwould  bring  to  the  South — dwelt  en  its  rich  productions, 
and  tbe  prcmtable  interchange  which  it  would  carry  on 
with  all  part*  of  the  woiid.  At  length,  tunung  tn  bis 
Northern  friend,  he  inquired,  "  but  what  will  the  North 
do?"  The  brief  and  laconic  answer  was,  <*we  wiU  lire 
by  our  wits."  And  well  has  this  reply  been  realized.  Jty 
their  wits  they  have  acquired  much  of  the  wealth  wbiUi 
properly  apperUuns  to  a  more  geniaT  climate  and  richer 
soil.  Their  ingenuity  has  brought  forth  useful  inventions 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind:  haray,  industrious,  enterpris- 
ing, tliey  have,  in  tiie  pursuit  of  fbttune,  roamed  over 
distant  lands,  and  braved  the  terrttfs  of  the  mighty  deep. 
The  compliment  paid  them  by  Edmund  Burke,  on  toe  floor 
of  the  British  Parliament,  was  every  way  deserved.  Evei^ 
Southern  man  rejoiced  in  their  prosperity,  so  long  as  it 
was  the  result  of  their  own  indefatigable  industry.  Bven 
their  wooden  nutmegs  excited  but  a  smile,  and  nothing 
more.  They  may,  for  me,  make  trade  and  profit  of  all 
their  notions,  except  their  tariff  notions.  Against  that  I 
do  protest  with  all  my  strength.  But  let  me  return  to  tbe 
coune  of  my  inquiry.   How  comes  it  now  d>ou^  tb*t. 
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while  the  South  is  impOTerished,  the  North  has  suddenly 
become  so  rich?  Why  is  it,  that,  while  the  North  is  dress- 
ed in  rich  aod  ny  attire,  the  cast  off  rags  will  now  do  for 
die  South?  Tluaisthe  great  subject  of  inquiry;  and  I 
shall  prosecute  it  with  patience,  u)d»  I  trust,  wUh  a  be- 
coming temper. 

The  homvrable  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  told  you 
that  Virginia,  was  more  bene6ted  by  the  tarifi*  than  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  In  one  breath,  he  has  dwelt 
upon  the  large  amount  of  our  exports  of  bread  stuffs,  and, 
in  the  next,  has  told  us  of  deserted  farms  and  abandoned 
houses,  of  families  which  have  gone  into  decay,  and  of 

Joongcr  brothen  %)ng  to  the  West  Why  the  younger 
nrther  aboold  fly  to  the  West,  and  not  the  elder,  rince 
the  descent  law  operates  equally  on  alUI  cannot  ,  tell — 
but  let  that  paais.  If  our  exports  are  so  very  large,  and 
•o  excellent  a  market  is  provided  in  the  North,  then  our 
f&rms  ought  still  to  be  cultivated — prosperity  should  still 
be  our«,  and  our  families  should  be  preserved  from  decay. 

NorcKn  these  results  flow  from  tne  abolition  of  the  law 
of-  primogeniture.  [Mr.  CLAY  explained.  He  bad  said 
that  the  ancient  seats  of  the  great  families  of  ViKinia  had 
gone  into  decay  frofti  the  abcdidon  of  the  lav  «  primo- 
genitnre,  aiid  he  had  instanced  Shirley,  Wettover,  &c.] 
Mr.  T.  had  understood  the  honorable  Senator,  and  the 
remark  was  undeniably  true,  to  some  extent,  although 
not  so  in  reference  to  the  particular  estates  alluded  to.  I 
qieak  of  the  effect  of  tlie  abolition  of  the  law  of  primo- 
geniture upon  the  aggregate  mass  of  production.  It  has 
expelled  the  spirit  of  arlsttocrac^  from  among  us,  and  has 
■ubstituted,  in  place  of  it,  the  spirit  of  ahold,  and  fearless, 
andunben^ngrepubficaniim.  And  I  can  say,  with  perfect 
truth,  that  the  wide  world  does  not  contain  a  population 
more  devoted  to  the  great  principles  of  human  liberty,  or 
more  ready  at  every  luzard  to  maintain  them.  Our  prospe- 
rity ought  to  be  greatly  increased,  and  would  be  greatly  in- 
crease^  by  the  operation  of  our  descent  law,  would  Go- 
vernment consent  to  unshackle  commerce.  Nothing  is 
better  calculated  to  increase  production  than  the  division 
andsubdivinon  of  estates:  lands  are  thereby  brought  into 
cuItivaticHi.  which  would  otherwise  remun  unreclaimed, 
and  industry  exerts  all  its  nnews  in  their  cultivation  and 
improvement.  To  none  of  these  causey  dwn,  is  our  con- 
dition ascribable. 

The  honorable  Senator,  in  his  effort  to  find  out  other 
causes  of  depression,  has  seen  prq>er  to  remark  that  we 
were  "  too  poor  to  live— too  proud  to  work— too  high- 
minded  and  hononble  to  resort  to  ignoble  means  of  ac- 
quitttion — brave,  daring,  chivalrous."  That  we  are  too 
poor  to  live,  as  did  those  wht^  but  a  short  time  ago,  pre- 
ceded us,  is  most  true — and,  sir,  it  is  our  misfortune  to  he 
growing  poorer  and  poorer:  the  cause  of  this  I  shall  at- 
tempt presently  to  explwn.  But  that  we  are  indolent  or 
idle,  I  utterly  deny.  There  lives  not  a  more  industrious 
population  under  the  sun,  taken  in  the  mass.  Let  the  ho- 
norable Senator  revint  lus  native.  St^te;  let  lum  go  irith 
me  to  Shirley  and  to  Westover,  the  estates  wludi  be  has 
represented  as  dilapidated  and  in  ruins,  and  he  would 
promptly  abandon  toe  error  into  which  he  has  fallen.  The 
first,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Carters,  he  would  find  in  the 
possession  of  a  descendant  of  that  respectable  family, 
who  in  his  own  person  would  illustrate  the  correctness  of 
the  but  touch  to  the  portrait  drawn  by  the  honorable  Se- 
nator— brave,  daring,  cluvalrous — that  bravery,  that  dar- 
ingt  that  ehivalty,  ^splayed  on  board  the  frigate  Consti- 
tntimi  during  the  bte  war,  in  a  bloody  engagement  on  the 
ocean.  Not  too  proud  to  work,  as  the  highly  improved 
condition  of  his  estate,  the  reclamation  of  an  extennve  body 
of  swamp  land  as  rich  as  the  delta  of  the  Nile,  would  be- 
speak. Westover,  it  is  true,  has  passed  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Birds,  for  debts  contracted 
before  the  revolution;  but  the  honorable  Senator  would 
And  in  itji  present  possassor  no  idle  drone.  There,  too,] 
Vol.  VIH.— 22 


he  would  behold  the  effects  of  an  untiring  industry;  and 
let  me  also  tell  him  that  he  would  be  received  wiUi  the 
extended  hand  of  hospitality,  and  welcoined  by  the  in- 
mates of  that  venerable  maoaon  after  the  manner  of  the 
olden  time.  TbMe  estates  are  embraced  within  the  limits 
of  my  naUve  county,  of  the  citiaeni  oL  which  it  gives  me 
both  pleasure  and  pride  to  speak. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  let  me  express  an  honest 
opinion — it  may  be  a  mistaken,  but  it  is  an  honest  opinion. 
Five  estates  upon  the  James  river,  and  within  that  county, 
which,  for  the  information  of  the  honorable  Senator,  I 
will  name  Shirley,  Berkeley,  Westover,  Weyanoke,  and 
Sandy  Pcnnt,  woiud  supply  from  their  nirphu  production 
every  manu&cturer  In  Bhode  Island  wiUi  food,  and  I  ii^ 
cline  strongly  to  think  that  you  nUght  throw  Connecticut 
into  the  sciue  along  with  Bhode  bland.  Let  me  be  un- 
derstood. I  do  not  mean  that  they  could  supply  75,000 
barrels  of  flour  for  Rhode  laUnd.  No,  sir;  this  would  be 
alto^ther  extravagant.  And  if  the  honorable  Senator's 
statisties  be  correct,  (they  are  furnished  him  by  others) 
then  do  tbestf  manufacturers  in  Khode  Island  devour  more 
of  the  fruHs  of  the  earth,  than  ever  did  an  equal  nomber 
of  men  inany  portion  of  the  globe.  [Here  Mr.  ROBBIKS 
begged  leave  to  explain.  He  sud  that  the  flour  imported 
into  Providence  was  not  destined  exclusively  for  Rhode 
Island,  but  found  its  way  iTito  the  interior  of  Connecticut, 
&o.]  I  am  happy  to  hear  it,  said  Mr.  T.,  fori  began  to 
be  seriously  alu4ned  for  our  good  friends  in  Rhode  Island, 
lest  they  should  fall  victims  to  plethora.  No  one  coming 
fiwn  that  State  had  ever  impressed  me  with  the  beliu 
that  the  inhabitenta  possoKed  such  vontcioot  appetites 
and  certiUnly  tite  two  honorable  Senaton  had  not  produc- 
ed with  me  such  an  Impression.  l1ie  whole  population 
of  the  Bute  is  but  96,000  souls»  men,  woonen,  and  ehil. 
dreot  and  75,000  barrels  of  flour,  over  and  above  their 
own  production,  would  be  a  supply  aluwether  too  extra- 
vnjnuit  for  the  whole  population,  not  to  hrait  it  to  the  ma- 
nuucturing  class  excluuvely. 

That  we  are  proud,  Mr.  Prenden^  I  do  not  mean  to 
deny— 'prou^of  our  native  land — proud  of  our  illustrious 
ancestors — have  we  not  cause  to  be  proud  of  their  bi{^ 
deeds  in  anna,  and  of  their  wisdom  in  the  cabinet— of  thdr 
devotion  to  the  rights  of  man,  in  the  maintenance  of  which 
they  wasted  their  once  ample  estates,  and  conudered 
them  as  nothing?  And  if  their  descendants  are  strnjetimea 
found  in  penury,  while  the  man^ons  of  their  fathers  have 
passed  into  stranger  hands,  who  among  them  would  ex- 
change their  humble  habitations  for  the  splendid  abodea 
of  the  ungenerous  and  selfish?  Has  not  Virginia  now 
cause  to  be  proud  of  her  sons?  Look  there,  and  ther^ 
and  there,  and  there,  and  there,  and  there,  and  tiiere, 
(pointing  to  Messrs.  GaozioT,  Ellis,  Fosstth,  Bibs, 
PoiKsaxTsa,  BocKvaa,  and  Clat;)  and  although  some 
few  of  them  are  found  the  advocates  of  a  policy  which 
she  regards  as  ruinous  and  destructive,  she  nevertheless 
feels  a  pride  in  the  intelleetual  strength  iriiich  thmv  never 
&il  to  display.  But  if  slw  had  no  other  cause  of  pridi^ 
the  State  which  had  given  birth  to  a  Washington  and  a 
Jefferson,  would  have  sufficient  reason  to  exult  and  re- 
joice. The  rest  of  the  portnut  drawn  by  the  Senator 
requires  no  commeht — "  too  high-minded  to  obtain  their 
objects  by  ignoble  means."  Yes,  ur,  this,  I  tnis^  istrue; 
and  if  tiie  honorable  Senator  had  succeeded  in  proving 
(in  which,  however,  be  will  be  found  to  be  mistaken)  that 
this  tariisr  benefited  Virgiiua,  if  it  did  ao  at  the  eiwenie 
of  BCHoe  other  Btat^  die  would,  I  an  sure,  be  too 
minded  to  sustain  it  for  an  hour. 

The  honorable  Senator,  then,  is  mistaken  as  to  the  true 
cause  of  our  distress  and  impuveriabment.  I  have  looked 
carefully  into  the  matter;  and  my  inference  is,  that  it  re- 
sults, to  a  great  extent,  from  the  single  fact  that  we  sell 
cheap,  and  purchase  dear.  Other  causes  may  conjoin 
I  with  this,  but  this  is  the  great  contitdUng  cause,  and  am- 
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ply  Mffident  in  Htdf  to  Rceonnt  far  the  conation  the 
South. 

The  home  iterfcethM  been  represented  to  us  u  of  vast 
importance,  more  especwlly  in  reference  to  bread  stuffs. 
This  delusion  has  now  been  kept  up  for  fifteen  years. 
An  increase  of  duties  hu  never,  at  an]r  time,  been  pro- 
posed, but  that  we  have  had  representations  made  of  the 
great  importance  of  home  naifcet,  produced  by  the 
enoounwement  of  domestic  roanu&oturei*  And  ye^  sir, 
no  man  has  ever  known  prodoee  lo  low  ai  it  has  been  du- 
rii^  the  last  seven  years.  Tobacco  down  to  an  average 
price  of  from  lliree  dolbn  andfiffy  cents  to  four  dollant 
wheat  aver^ng  during  that  period,  in  the  seaport 
towns,  sevens-five  or  eighty  cents;  com  from  ten  and 
six  pence  to  two  doUort  per  barreli  rice,  cotton,  in  sIkhI, 
every  production  of  tiie  anl,  at  tite  lowest  mimmum  price 
of  production.  And  if  it  «^  not  for  ^  fbreign  denund. 
priees  would  become  entirely  nominal — produce  would 
eitterrot  in  the  granaries  of  the  counU^,  or,  what  is  still 
mote  probable,  the  prooeas  of  production  would  ceafie 
altogeuier.  Who  does  not  see  the  widespread  ruin  which 
wcNud  detolale  the  land?  From  an  extract  taken  from  a 
merchant's  books  in  Philadelphia,  elaioung  and  receiv- 
ii^  unqualified  coi^ence,  fluur  and  wheat  commanded 
a  much  lugfaer  priee  in  1771*  %  %  than  now|  wheat 
tfien  sold  rar  one  dollar  the  bhdiel,  and  flour  Ibr  seven 
dcdiar*  the  barreli  and  yet  we  are  continually  told  of  the 
great-importance  of  the  home  market  created  by  the  ta- 
riff. The  com  planter  and  wheat  grower  understand  their 
interests  in  this  respect  somewhat  better  than  they  are 
snpposedtodo,and8odothenianufacturersorflour.  Hiey 
look  abroad  for  their  important  markets.  The  com  trade 
to  South  America  is  carried  on  to  a  great  eztmt.  The 
v^Uerf  in  Bichratnidflnd,  in  that  country,  an  extenrive,' 
andi  I  have  no  dovbt,  a  profitiAle  market  for  bread  stulB( 
and  shipments  are  actively  carried  on  in  die  tame  direc- 
tion from  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Hasaachuaetts,  who  nts  before  me,  [Mr.  Siu- 
■«!,]  a  few  years  ago,  inquired  of  me  as  to  the  prospect 
of  procuriMf  a  oai^  of  flour  at  Kichmond,  which  he  was 
desirous  of^ Aipping  to  South  America.  The  trade'  to 
Bt^lUnd.  notwlOstandiiY  her  com  laws,  is  extensively 
mried  on.  When  the  ports  are  occluded,  the  flour  ship- 
ped tbitiier  it  placed  in  bond,  and  is  sent  to  ttie  different 
markets  of  Europe,  as  they  respectively  hold  out  the 

Erospect  of  commercial  advantage.  Exchanges  are  thus 
eneflcially  made  for  British  fabrics.  Canada  also  opens 
an  extensive  market  for  American  wheat,  with  a  view  to 
convert  it  into  flour,  when  it  is  exported,  under  all  the 
■dvanUwas  aceniing  from  important  discriminations  in  fa- 
vor of  the  colorac^  made  by  the  mother  country.  Kor 
is  tlus  all;  oAer  markets  are  presented  to  the  com  grower, 
of  conuderable  value.  The  foreign  price  regulates  the 
domestic'priee;  and  the  fluctuations  which  take  place 
every  fidl  in  the  wheat  market  here,  are  lucrtbablc  to 
hopes  excited  by  the  slightest  circumstance  of  an  increaa. 
ed  price  abroad.  If  a  cloud  is  over  the  fiice  of  the  sun 
(hinng  the  harvest  time  in  England,  prices  adrancei  and 
if  aocowittare  brought  of  a  fiOl  of  ram,  the  spirit  of  spe- 
culation immediately  becomes  more  active,  and  the  nr- 
mer  pockets  the  benefit.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  addition  of  an  important  market  at  home  woiild  not 
&il  to  bring  about  an  increased  demand,  and  with  tlmt  a 
greatly  augntiented  pricet  but,  so  frr  from  this  being  the 
case,  produce,  I  repeat,  was  never  lower  than  it  has  been 
since  tlus  American  system  has  been  established.  That 
the  price  borne  by  the  various  articles  created  by  agricul- 
tond  industry  is  at  the  lowest  possible  grade,  no  one  can 
reasonably  doubt  The  flrst  part  of  the  proportion  is 
^en  made  out,  and  the  citizens  of  the  South  sell  at  the 
cheapest  rate. 

The  effiwtor  aelliog  cheap,  and  buying  dear,  must  be 
q>paieiit  to  all.   The  comequenoe  of  such  a  traffic  is 


rain,  ineritable  rain.  Hiia  aiaerflon  reqmres  no  proof  to 
ffust^n  it.  Every  man^s  common  sense,  however  small 
may  be  his  share  of  that,  the  best  of  all  tort  of  sense,  will 
assure  him  of  this.  Let  any  man,  for  instance,  deal  for 
his  supplies  with  a  country  store,  for  any  lengtii  of  time, 
and  he  will  find  the  most  ample  estate  melting  away. 
Why  is-this,  bat  that,  while  he  obtains  for  Ms  produce  a 
low  price,  he  has  to  pay,  in  many  instaneet,  ahundred  per 
cent,  upon  many  arbcles  of  consumption  necessary  for  the 
supply  of  hts  fiunily  and  estate*  Such  will  be  found  to 
be  the  operation  of  die  tariff,  as  I  diall  be  able  satisfacto- 
rily to  prove  to  the  Senate  before  I  take  my  seat. 

If  reduced  prices  appertain  equally  to  all  thii^  then 
matters  go  on  happily  and  harmoniously.  It  only  requires 
the  same  quantity  of  protUice  to  purchase  what  is  want- 
ing, and  no  evil  arises,  but  the  reverse  is  trtte  when  pro- 
duce is  low,  and  articles  of  consumption  high.  Let  me 
illustrate  tfiis  by  tiie  plainest  example.  If  tobacco,  or 
corn,  or  cotton,  or  any  other  article  raised  from  the  soil, 
(for  the  result  will  equally  apply  to  all;  but,  for  the  sake 
of  simplifying,  take  tobacco,)  fiul  from  tendollara  a  hun* 
dred  to  five,  tnd  broadcloth  &II  from  ten  to  five,  it  is 
perfectly  obvious  that  the  same  hundred  weiriitof  tobacco 
purchases  a  yard  hrradoloth,  as  it  did'berore  the  fUl  in 
price)  but  if*^  tobacco  fiill  to  five,  while  the  broadcloth  re- 
mains at  ten  dollars  the  yard,  then  the  tobacco  planter  has 
to  exchange  two  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  for  a  yard  of 
broadsloth.  In  other  words,  he  has  either  to  double  his 
production,  incurring  in  that  process  rreat  ailditiona)  ex- 
pense, to  be  satisfied  with  only  one-balf  the  broadcloth  a« 
formerly,  or  to  go  in  debt  for  tlte  residue.  Now,  «r, 
these  ape  the  efi«ts  produced  by  the  high  tariff  of  duties; 
and  this  has  made  us  the  advocatea  of  that  desf^sed  tbiiw 
called  free  trade;  and  fbr  Uiit  it  has  been  tud  that  we  ad- 
vocate a  policy  which  would-  reeolonize  America.  The 
imputation  is  unjust;  wainst  Mr.  Gee's  sj-stem  our  ances* 
tors  protested,  and  wainst  that  system  We  would  w^e  ne- 
ver-ending hostility.  Sir,  we  oppose  this  American  syrtenk, 
because  it  rests  upon  the  same  principle.  What  was  the 
English  system,  and  what  this?  England  said,  you  ^all 
buy  only  of  us,  and  pay  a  tax  in  the  bargain:  what  is  the 
language  of  this?  You  shall  buy  only  of  Northern  me- 
chanists, and  be  heavily  taxed  in  the  bni^in.  b  not  this 
Uie  language  of  the  American  system  in  effect^  Is  it  not 
a  declaration  that  we  shall  buy  only  of  domestic  fabrics, 
and  that  at  an  exorbitant  price,  as  1  ahall  presently  show, 
unless  we  pay  a  burdensome  duty  fi>r  the  pririlege  of  con- 
suming foreign  goods? — a  dutj'.'which  in  some  instances 
operates  so  heavily  as  to  shut  out  importation  altogether, 
and  in  every  instance  is  oppressive  and  burdensome  to  the 
last  degree.  Do  not  both  equally  invnde  the  principle  of 
liberty  r  The  same  heair  and  oppressive  manacles  are 
put  on  commerce  by  eaen;  and  Thie  i^fricuhuria^  through 
the  instrumentality  of  whose  labor  commercial  exchanges 
can  alone  be  effected,  is  made  to  bend  under  a  weight  of 
burden  which  presses  him  to  the  earth. 

Simplify  this  American  system,  and  what  Is  tt?  Take 
for  illustration  four  individuals:  one  sliali  represent  the 
Southern  producer,  the  second  the  English  manufacturer, 
and  the  remaining  two,  Northem  manufiicturers.  The 
Southern  farmer  InterchaHges  thjc  valoable  productions  of 
the  soil,  at  theirminimum  price  of  production,  with  the  Er^ 
lisli  manufacturer,  for  articles  necessary  for  his  consump- 
tion, at  their  minimum  price  of  fabrication.  The  exchange 
thuA  made  is  equally  beneficial  to  each,  and  neither,  not- 
withstanding the  great  fall  in  priee  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  experiences  decline.  The 
first  obtains  for  his  fiour,  his  tobacco,  his  cotton,  or  rice, 
«fl  great  a  quantity  of  the  articles  which  constitute  the 
mats  of  his  consumption,  as  he  formerly  did  when  he  ob- 
tained much  higher  prices;  and  so  does  the  latter.  Tlie 
means  of  living  as  abundantly  as  ever  exists  with  both, 
and  both  are  equally  prosperous;  but  the  two  Northern 
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capitalists  suddenly  interpose,  and  forbid  tliis  xdvantage- 
oiis  course  of  exchange.  Tbey  shackle  it  with  heavy  re- 
slrajnt:i,  imposing  upon  the  farmer  the  necessity  either  of 
purcliasjn^  of  them  at  a  greatl;^  au^eiited  price,  or  of 
encountering  still  greater  exaction!  iti  the  course  of  the 
foreign  trade.  They  are  enabled  to  legalixe  their  pur- 
pose, if  indeed  ii\justice  can  eVer  ht  legalized,  by  the 
majon^^power  which  they  wield.  I  submit  it  to  honor- 
able Senators  to  say  if  I  hare  not  drawn,  by  this  exam- 
ple, the  epitome  of  the  American  systemt  and  I  demand 
of  all  candid  men  to  say  whether  the  power  thus  exerted 
is  not  selfUh,  despotic,  and  uiyust.  Sir,  if  this  matter  was 
brought  to  any  particular  neighborhood,  und  made  there 
to  operate  upou  individuids,  eloquence  and  ingenuity 
combined  could  not  gloss  it  over,  or  hide  its  deiormity 
from  the  public  eye.  Take  three  individuals  in  any  neigh- 
borhood, and  let  the  article  InTolred  be  one  of  acknowledg- 
ed necessity :  one  of  these  supposed  persons  is  a  purchaser 
of  corn  fdr  his  own  consumption,  and  the  other  two  are 
burners,  one  of  whom,  however,  by  reason  of  the  superior 
fertility  of  his  land,  is  enubled  to  sell  his  corn  at  fifty  cents 
the  bushdl,  whereas  the  other,  cultivating  a  poorer  soil, 
and  laboring  under  other  disadvantage^  can  only  afford 
to  raiK  it  at  «ghty  cents.  Nov,  who  would,  doubt  for  a 
single  instant  wat  the  buyer  would  be  greatly  benefited 
by  purchasing  his  supply  of  the  first  at  the  small  price, 
rather  than  a  the  last?  But,  suppose  the  Government 
dared  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  and  exacted  of  the  pur- 
chaser thirty  cents  in  the  bushel  on  tlie  corn  which  he 
might  purchase  from  the  abundant  producer;  and  should, 
moreover,  assign  as  the  reason  for  such  interference,  no 
want  of  rerenue  on  the  part  of  the  Govemment,  but  a 
detemiinaHon  so  to  elevate  the  price  of  corn  as  to  enable 
the  second  fanner  to  command,  eighty  cents  per  bu^el 
for  his)  who,  within  the  wide-spread  limits  of  this  Union — 
who,  haTing  any  relish  for  freedom  on  the  face  of  tlie 
habitidile  globe — would  hesitate  to  pronounce  such  con> 
duct  arbitrary  and  despotic?  If  an  imperial  monarch, 
armed  with  absolute  power,  levied  such  an  exaction,  would 
he  not  be  justly  denounced  by  nunlund  as  a  tyrant?  Was 
the  per  tapiia  Ux  in  the  time  of  Richard  II,  or  of  ship 
money  by  Charles  I,  more  evasive  of  right  and  liberty? 
And  yet  the  spirit  of  Engli^  freedom  was  roused  to  remit- 
tance in  both  these  instances,  andinboththenumarch  was 
made  to  tremble  On  his  throne. 

This  system  is  only  sustuned  from  the  circumstance  of 
its  being  enveloped  in  mist  which  the  public  mind  has 
not  yet  penetrated.  It  presses,  upon  men  witl)  a  hand, 
whidi*  although  felt,  is  not  seen.  Its  action  is  indirect, 
and  therefore  not  fuUy  underatood  by  the  neat  mass 
<^  mankind.  Sir,  I  hentate  nqt  to  say  that,  if  its  action 
was  direct,  Uie  qrstem  would  melt  beneath  the  blaze 
of  popular  indignation.  Take  any  one  of  the  numerous 
taxes  which  it  imposes,  and  levy  it  directly  on  individuals. 
Send  your  tax-gatherer  to  each  and  every  person  in  the 
United  States  once  in  the  year,  to  collect  the  sums  now 
exacted  by  this  protective  system  upon  the  articles'  Which 
eadi  has  consumed,  and  you  wouldbe  answered  in  a  voice 
whidi  would  cause  you  to  tremble  in  .your  high  places,  if 
it  did  not  shake  yon  out  of  them.  Send  your  tax^therer 
on  the  last  day  of  December  io  every  ^ear,  to  ascertain  of 
the  farmer  the  quantity  of  brown  sugar  which  he  has  con- 
sumed in  his  family  during  the  year— I  take  sugar,  out  of 
no  iovittious  spirit,  because  all  other  items  on  the  tax  list 
are  equally  obnoxious,  but  merely  because  the  process  of 
analy^  is  more  plain  and  palpable.  Well,  sir,  the  visit  is 
paid,  and  the  requisition  madet  let  us  imagine  Uie  dialogue 
which  would  arise  between  tbie  narties.  Our  fellow-dti- 
zens  are  somewfaatinquintiTC,  and,  like  the  people  of  other 
countriea,  are  rendend  more  so  when  demands  are  made 
upon  their  purses.  T^Cumer  would  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  the  levy  upon  him  of  three  ceatf  in  the  pound  upon  the 
brown  wgw  he  had  uaed.  Does  the  Goranunent  want , 


the  money,  he  would  ask,  to  meet  its  engagements?  The 
answer  would  be  given,  without  hemtation,  in  the  nega- 
tive. Wliy,  then,  am  I  called  upon  to  pay  it?  The  tax- 
gatherer,  having  received  his  instructions,  would  answer 
mat  the  tax  was  collected  for  the  benefit  of  some  seven 
hundred  rich  planters  in  Louinana,  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  sugar-making.  This  would  doubUns  excite  ^«st 
astonishment,  and  the  inquiry  would  promptly  follow  into 
the  motive  and  the  object.  Please  tell  me,  Mr.  Tax- 
gatherer,  how  I  am  interested  in  this.  The  Government 
levies  this  tax  upon  you  for  the  sugar  planter^  to  enable 
him  to  supply  the  American  market;  and  if  you  wOl  but 
pay  the  tax  for  twenty  years,  you  will  then  ret  the  sugar 
as  cheap  jit  home  as  you  can  now  abroad,  and  then  the  tax 
may  ceasfl.  So,  tiien,  I  am  to  pay  three  cents  upon  every 
pound  of  sugar  that  I  use  fof  twenty  years,  in  ordertoo^ 
tain  It  as  cheap  then  as  I  can  now  without  the  tax.  How 
am  I  benefited  by  this  process?  If,  at  the  end  of  twen^ 
years,  I  am  to  get  it  no  cheaper  than  I  now  do,  how  is  it 
possible,  in  the  nature  of  thmgs,  that  I  can  derive  advan* 
tare  from  this  process?  The' answer  is  at  hand:  when 
did  errur  or  Injustice  ever  stand  in  want  of  apology  or  apo- 
logists? Tou  will  then  be  independent  of  foreign  nations, 
is  the  replv  which  the  tax-gatherer  wotald  give,  and  which 
we  have  heard  a  thousand  times  from  the  advooateiof 
tills  miscalled  American  system.  Independent  of  foretgii 
nations!  Sir,  this  is  not  only  a  shallow,  hut  in  some  mea- 
sure an  impious  argument.  An  sill-wise  Providence  never 
designed  tliat  man  should  be  independent  of  man,  or  nation 
of  nation.  Separate  man  from  his  species — throw  him  upon 
his  own  unaided  and  unassisted  resources — arid  you  con- 
vert him  forthwith  ihto  a  ferodous  san^.'  So  with  a  na- 
tion. The  ocean,  which  has  been  aptl^  caHed  the  hiriiway 
of  nations,  bears  upon  its  bosom  the  nch  freight  of  Uie  arts 
and  sciences  of  one  portion  of  the  world  in  ex:tumge  fOT 
those  of  another.  Li^l  is  then  given  for  fight,  and  civi- 
lization is  advanced  to  its  highest  ptnnt  of  perfection.  But 
adopt  the  opposite  policy-— accomplish  this  work  of  inde- 
pendence— convert  the  frozen  re^ns  of  the  North  into  th« 
ourning  equator  in  their  productions:  in  other  vord^  set 
at  naught  the  decrees  of  tlie  Creator  in  the  fbrmation  of 
tlie  globe,  and  let  the  ocean  no  longer  be  used  for  flu 
great  purposes  of  commerce,  and  the  bold  pretensions  of 
man  would  be  punished  by  the  results  of  ms  own  diort- 
sighted  policy.  Chaos  would  come  again,  and  the  night 
of  gloom  and  ignorance  would  enshroud  the  world.  And* 
af^er  all,  are  not  nations  that  sell  aa  dependent  upon  na- 
tions that  buy,  as  the  reverse  ^  Ttie  dependence  is  routtuU, 
and  that  mutuality  of  interest  and  dependence  constitutes 
the  golden  drcle  which  embraces  the  unirerse. 

I  have  embraced,  in  the  short  analyas  which  I  have  just 
given,  the  whole  argument  in  fiivor  of  the  tarifT'qrstem. 
The  answer  accompanies  it,  and  the  decision  auinot  b«  at 
variance  with  the  opinions  I  am  advocating.  Operating 
on  the  members  of  an  individual  society,  it  would  be  h^hly 
oppressive  and  unjust;  but  what  shall  we  say  of  its  effects 
upon  States — mfer  pant?  The  confederal^  rests  on  the 
principle  of  perfect  equality  among  its  ,'members.  To 
impose  a  tax  wluch  operates  unequaJqr  amoi^  the  Steto^ 
enriching  some  and  impoverishing  othoi,  is  to  viohrtethat 
ori^nal  deswn,  and  remove  the  foundation-stone  on  which 
the  social  etuBce  was  made  to  rest.  But  it  has  often  been 
sud,  the  system  is  as  well  Southern  as  NorUwrQ.  It  is  tile 
result  of  a  general  law  which  embraces  all  portions  of  the 
Union.  Why,  then,  do  you  of  the  South  not  enter  into  iti 
Hie  question  is  answered  by  the  fact,  that  although  the 
syatero  has  existed  for  uxteen  years,  we  have  not  gone 
into  it  to  any  extent,  and  bo  machtDcry  of  consequence 
has  been  introduced  among  us.  Tbh  is  nftcient  to  prove 
tb^the  gystem  is  not  ours.  The  Stnithem  States  are 
either  not  ripe  for  it,  or  there  is  something  in  their  condi- 
tion at  war  with  its  adoption.  Can  any  man  be  at  a  lo«  to 
aMgn  dw  reuon?  Hie  Norttt  ii  cxtenKTci^  conmercialf  • 
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its  capib^  is  a  floating  CApital,  and  can  be  invested  in  an]' 
new  pursuit  with  the  greatest  facility.  Heneet  when 
through  govemmental  interpo»tion  the  employment  of 
capital  in  maou&cturing  establishments  held  out  the  pro- 
miif  of  jfiwter  profit  from  such  employment  than  from  any 
other,  the  Nortlieni  States  stood  ready  upon  the  instant  to 
avail  themselves  of  such  advanta^s.  But  who  is  so  blind  as 
not  to  see  the  difference  in  the  utuation  of  the  Souths  It 
is  almost  excluMvely  agmultural.  Its  capital  consists  of 
lands  and  sl&yes;  the  last  convertible,  to  a  limited  extent, 
into  money,  but  inseparable  from  the  lands  without  sink- 
ing  all  profit  on  that  large  portion  of  cajpital  invested  in 
landst  and  if  the  fanner  was  so  recUess  of  his  interest  as 
to  make  the  separation,  would  be  but  a  transfer  of  the 
proper^  from  one  Southern  man  to  another,  and  would 
leave  the  condition  of  things  unaltered.  Landed  estates 
can  only  be  sold  with  ^reat  difficulty,  and,  when  sold,  are 
{fenerafiy  sacrificed.  Ours,  then,  is  a  fixed  capital,  not 
convertible  into  money,  except  at  great  loss;  and  we, 
tlierefon^  have  not,  even  under  the  strong  temptations 
which  have  been  held  out,  felt  the  infiuence  of  the  manu- 
facturing mania.  The  causes  which  I  have  asngned 
operate  ai  powerfully,  so  far  a>  they  ^o,  as  climiAe.  Let 
cfimate  constitute  the  maty  inpedient  in  the  computation, 
and  its  influence  upon  the  subject  will  be  acknowledged  by 
alt.  Take,  for  CKample,  the  duty  on  sugar,  a  duty  which, 
if  it  was  not  siutunei]  oy  others  equally  as  excluave  in  their 
character,  would  he  instantly  abandoned.  Suppose  the 
Statea  lyii^  out  of  ihe  limits  of  the  sugar  region  should 
object  to  it,  OB  they.a«urcdly  would  do,  if  it  did  not  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  cordon  tttnitaire  of  the  American  sys- 
tem, would  it  avail  to  say  to  them  that  it  was  the  result  of 
a  general  law,  applying  to  each  State  of  the  Union,  and 
therefore  as  much  for  tnem  as  for  Louisiana?  Would  so 
shallot  a  pretence  avail  its  advocates  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree? Our  Northern  brethren  understand  the  operation 
of  the  causes  which  I  have  aswgned,  as  well  as  we  our- 
selves do;  uai^  this  knowledge  of  the  true  condition  of 
tlunga  wiUi  u%  ui:geB  diem  to  sustain  this  system  bait  mri- 
but.  Their  profits  arise  from  the  ennoasment  6f  the  home 
market)  but  suppose  every  State  to  become  mBnufiu:turing 
to  an  extent  eqmvalent  to  its  own  supply,  does  not  every- 
body readily  perceive  that  from  that  moment  the  large 
pronts  now  realized  would  cease,  and  that  there  would  be 
no  deep  concern  felt  in  the  preservatioD  of  the  system? 
It  is  because  they  win  and  we^lMse,  that  it  is  maintained 
and  supported;  our  distress  js  the  strongest  evidence  of 
their  proqwritj*;  ao^t  through  the  wency  of  a  Govern- 
ment formed  tot  the  benefit  of  all,  fwtunes  are  built  up 
.  in  one  region  at  the  expense  of  another.  If  ther«  can 
exist  a  stronger  objection  to  the  action  oftlie  Government 
than  this,  I  luve  not  the  wit  to  discover  it.  Nothing  to 
my  mind  can  be  more  odious;  nothing  more  unjust. 

The  honorable  Senator's  invocation  to  Heaven,  on  the 
second  day  of  his  speech,  for  strength  to  enable  him  to 
sustain  tlie  interests  of  this  country  in  the  advocacy  of  the 
^mericap  nrit^.  althowh  it  proceeded  no  doubt  from 
the  most  th<nou{^  .convicuon  or  the  ctwrectnesa  of  his  opi- 
lUOR,  appeaJTs  to  me  to  have  bojsn  out  of  place.  He'  es. 
pousies  the  interests  of  on,e  portion  of  tiie  Union  against 
anotlier;  arid  if  he  implored  strengith  aija  ability  to  sustain 
the  cause  of  the  North  agunst  toe  South,  his  invocation 
would  have  been  more  germain  to  the  matter. 

[Mr.  TxuK  here  jrielcted  the  floor  f<v  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ.] 


FaiDAT,  FaBBVAwr  10. 

The  resolutions  submitted  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Sprioux,  touciiing  th^  arranj^mcnt  with  Great  Britain, 
coming  up  for  consideration,  ' 

Mr.  SPBAGUE  said  that,  iq  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  Mreral  gendetnen,  and  hit  own  indi^orition  to  inter- 


rupt the  progress  of  the  debate  on  the  tariff,  he  would 
forbear,  at  present,  to  press  tlie  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lutions. He  was  willing  to  let  them  lie  on  the  table  for 
a  few  days,  and  made  a  motion  to  tiiat  effect,  which  was 
carried. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  th^ 
special  order,  being  Mr.  CiiT*s  resolution  on  the  subjec' 
of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  that  he  had  received  a  communica- 
tion from  the  jgentleman  who  had,  as  chairman,  ngned  the 
memorial  of  the  late  Free  T^ade  Convention,  ^Mr.  Galla- 
tin, )  giving  tile  infi>nnation  that  an  erroneous  impresnoi 
had  beeii  created  elsewhere  as  -to  the  prayer  of  that  ]je- 
tition,  from  some  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  him 
[Mr.  H.]  on  that  subject,  and  which  had  been  erroneously 
reported.  Mr.  H.  said  he  rose  to  correct  that  misappre- 
henuon,  and  would  do  so  by  simply  reading  that  part  of 
the  memorial  which  related  to  the  subject.  It  was  in  the 
following  words,  viz. 
"Your  memorialists  respectfully  pray: 
**  1st.  That  the  duties  be  so  reduced,  as  to  leave,  Act 
the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  only  that  amount 
of  revenue  which  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  ordinary 
exigencies  of  the  Government. 

"  3d.  That  allowing  a  reasonable  time'for  the  gradual 
reduction  of  the '  present  exaggerated  duties  on  some 
articles,  the  duties  on  all  the  imported  articles  not  free  of 
duhr  be  ultimately  equidized,  so  as  that  the  du^  on  any 
such  article  dull  not  vary  materially  ftom  the  ^genenl 
average  rate  ofall  the  duties  together,  or,  in  oUier  words, 
from  s  uniform  du^  ad  valorem  on  imptnted  articici 
subject  to  duty. 

"3d.  That  wines,  teas,  coffee,  and  nmilar  articles,  be 
not  added  to  the  list  of  those  now  free  of  duty,  but  maf, 
on  the  contriuy,  be  subject  to  duties  correspoading,  in 
proportion  to  Uieir  respective  ralue,  witti  those  Ud  on 
other  imported  articles,  subject  todu^." 

Mr.  RNIOHT  took  occasion  (before  Mr.  Txi.kb,  who 
was  entitled  tothe  floor,  proceeded)  to  read  to  the  Sen- 
ate some  statements,  to  sliow  the  great  amount  of  com, 
flour,  ice.  imported  from  the  Southern  Statea  into 
Rhode  laluid,  for  the  consumption  of  the  manu&ctnring 
(Ustricts. 

Mr.  TYLER,  hi  allu^on  to  this  lubjeet,  said  he  badtiiat 
morning  received  a  letter  firam  a  nrighbor  and  fKend, 
with  whom  he  had  had  many  good  tempered  controveraes 
respecting  the  tariff — who  wrote  him  thus:  "1  have  just 
sold  my  crop  of  com  to  a  Yankee,  to  be  carried  by  him  to 
fted  the  New  England  mamifiicturers,  who,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  abominable  tariff,  would  make  com  for  them- 
selves." Mr.  T.  in  reading  this  letter,  declared  his  behef 
that  it  evinced  the  greatest  delusion  oi  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  notnecesMry  for  me  to  su,  continued  Mr.  T., 
that  my  friend  and  correspondent  diftnv  from  me  in  senti- 
ment upon  tills  great  and  aIl-Bbaori>in|^  subject.  Our 
social  intercourse  suffers  no  intermplion  from  our  differ- 
ences of  opinion,  since  neither  of  us,  in  the  eye  of  the 
other,  can  be  considered  as  actuated  by  any  unworthy  or 
improper  motive.  I  have  taken  the  liber^  of  reading  a 
mngte  sentence  from  his  letter,  because  it  purports  to 
present  in  a  practical,  and  therefore  more  imponn^  form, 
a  text  worthy  of  a  serious  commentary.  The  first  inquiry 
which  presents  itself  obviously  is  whether  tiiis  sale  might 
not  have  been  made,  had  the  American  system  never  ex- 
isted. The  mere  fact,  that  com  has  been  aoM  by  the 
South  for  the  consumption  of  the  North,  proves  ncrthing 
in  itself.  The  day  never  was,  since  the  revolution,  not  to 
say  before,  ahliough  I  believe  that  the  foct  would  be 
ascertained  to  have  preceded  that  period,  if  our  researches 
led  us  as  fiu*  back,  when  bread  stuffs  were  not  exported 
from  Maryland,  Vii^nia,  and  North  Carolina,  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


546 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


346 


of  flour,  there  was  exported  abroad 

Of  InUrn  com,  - 

Of  meal,  

Of  rye,  

Ofoats,  and  other  grain,  - 
Biscuit,  or  ship  bread,  - 

Making  the  sum  of,  • 

And « tobacco,     .      .      .  - 


Tfte  Tariff.  [S""*- 

f6,0r5.953 
234,833 
3r2,29« 
87,796 
66,349 
188,474 

r.025,591 
5,586,365 

Making  an  aggregate  of,  ...  $13,611,956 
And  this,  independent  of  a  great  variety  of  other  articles, 
the  product  of  apiculture,  which  I  have  not  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  exhibit  to  the  Senate.  And  yet  we  have,  in 
the  very  face  of  this  fact,  been  aaked,  over  and  over  a^in, 
topc^nt  out  the  foreign  market  for  oursurplusproductions. 
England  and  her  dependencies  take  of  our  bread  stuffs 
alone,  3,460,045  dbUan  Tordi,  more  than  a  third  of  the 
whole  amount  Aported— «nd  <rf  our  tobacco,  ^,761,673. 
This,  sir,  is  the  nation  against  whom  onr  wrath  is  to  be  en- 
kindledi  and  we  are  to  be  subjected  to  the  charge  of  re- 
colonizing  America,  unless  we  shut  our  ports  against  her 
manufccturer.  We  are  called  upon,  under  these  heavy 
denunciation!!,  to  wage  commercial  war  against  our  best 
customer;  and  a  comparison  ts  attempted  by  honorable 
Senators  to  be  run  between  foreign  markets  m  almost  in- 
calculable value,  and  the  fitlle,  paltry,  contemptible  mar- 
kets, created  by  manufacturing  establishments — iccre 
neighborhood  affairs,  no  more  deserving  of  attention  than 
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Eut^  States.  Why,  air,  when  I  was  a  mere  boy,  I  re- 
member well  the  existence  of  that  trade .  We  had  annual 
Tints  from  New  England  vessels  up  all  our  rivers,  well 
supplied  with  a  variety  of  exchangeable  commodities, 
which  were  bartered  for  wheat  and  corn  to  be  transported 
to  the  North.  TheV  gave  us  chiefly  New  England  rum, 
which  then  fiUed  the  place  of  cdmmon  whiskey  at  the 
present  day,  in  exchange  for  the  productions  of  -  our  soil, 
and  ■  pnmt^le  trade  uiey  undoubtedly  niade  of  it.  But 
T  rest  pot  on  that  bet  alone,  but  from  mfermation  derived 
from  those  who  have  watched  the  course  of  this  trade  for 
thelMt  tlur^  yearsf  and  I  appeal  here,  in  my  place,  to 
Senators  representing  the  New  Englaiid  States,  to  say 
whether  my  information  is  incorrect.  If  the  statement 
remain  uncontratUcted,  it  will  be  conndered  as  avouched 
by  honorable  Senators.  These  sales  of  com  from  one 
place  to  another,  occur  under  alt  circumstances;  not  only 
between  separate  States,  but  between  countiesof  the  same 
State,  end  neighborhoods  of  the  same  county.  A  drought 
produces  a  scarcitirin  one  county  or  neighborhood,  while 
another  is  blessed  with  genial  seoaona,  which  cause  its 
garnen  to  overflow.  This  was  the  case  last  summer;  for 
while  ill  lower  Vir^nia  we  were  blessed  with  copious 
showers,  umilar  bleasings  were  denied,  as  I  have  learned, 
since  yesterday,  from  a  resident  of  that  county,  to  the 
people  uS  Hali&z  and  the  counties  conti^ous  thereto. 
Myniend  left  out  one  important  ingredient  in  his  commu- 
nication.   I  should  have  been  highly  pleased  to  have  been 

informed  of  the  price  which  he  obtained  for  bis  corn.   X     ,  . 

rMher  apprehend,  that,  notwithstanding  his  ascription  of  the  markets  produced  throughout  the  countt7  by  the  nu- 

influence  upon  tlie  sale  to  the  American  system,  trie  corn  -  -    *■ — j   i:  j 

buyers  ofhis  own  State  would  most  cheerfully  have  given 

him  as  much  as  he  obtained  from  the  Northern  purchaser. 

I  learn,  for  example,  that  thoprice  of  corn  in  that  portion 

of  the  eountiy  to  wMch  T  have  before  had  reference,  is 

now  three  dollars  per  barrel,  and  that  the  price  is  advanc 

tng.    Let  me  not  be  understood  as  den^ngthe  value  of 

tfie  Northern  market  for  our  bread  stuffS.  We  find  valu- 
able customers  in  the  great  and  flourishing  cities  of  the 

North.  To  New  York,  and  to  Boston,  we  annually  export 

large  quantities  of  flour  and  Indian  corn,  and  so  do  we, 

also,  to  Baltimore.  Much  of  it  is  doubtlessly  consumed  b^ 

the  inbabitanta  of  those  cities,  but  the  far  greater  part  is 

exported  Kbroad.  But  the  true  question  is,  not  how  much 

we  export  to  the  North;  but  how  much  the  export  is 

increased  by  the  manuftcturing  establishments.    No  one 

would  ascribe  the  existence  of  those  cities  to  the  American 

system,  not  only  because  they  existed  anterior  to  that 
~^tem,  but  because  all  historj'  informs  us  that  large  cities 

arc  the  ofl"^ring  of  an  extensive  foreign  commerce.  Let 

any  man  vintNew  York  or  Boston,  and  the  countless  sails 

which  flutter  in  eveij  breeze,  koA.  have  come  from  far 

distent  lands,  will  hold  to  him  a  language  wluch  he  cannot 

misunderstand.    If  we  look  to  the  table  of  exports,  it 

will  be  found  that  the  largest  of  the  Korthem  States,  and 

those,  too,  most  deeply  interested  in  manufiictures,  so  far 

from  drawing  their  supplies  from  us,  export  annually  to 

a  very  large  amount.    Pennsylvania  and  New  York  export 

annually  large  quantities  of  bread  stuffs;  and  while  Balti- 
more is  an  extensive  and  valuable  market  for  all  the  tide- 
water country  of  Virginia,  every  body  knows  that  Mary- 
land is  alarge  exporting  State.  I  can  assure  my  esteemed 

COTTespondent  of  the  further  bet,  that  not  an  acre  less  is 

cultivated  now  in  the  Northern  States,  than  formerly.  I 

state  this  Act  upon  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  from  one 

of  the  Eastern  States,  whose  assertion  may  be  roost  impli- 
citly feliirf  on. 
But,  Mr.  President,  while  this  market,  produced  by  the 

American  sj'Stem,  is  a  mere  matter  of  surmise  and  con- 
jecture, it  behooves  us  to  look  more  minutely  into  the  fo- 
reign com  trade,  bo  that  we  may  avoid  reallziiw  Ac  Able 
of  the  doff  and  the  diadow.  I  havo  extracted  from  the 
tables  of  exports  of  the  list  year  the  ftdlowing  facts:  - 


merous  watering  places  which  are  found  dispersed 
throughout  the  Union. 

Important  as  is  the  foreign  market,  notwithstaiiding  the 
embarrassments  imposed  on  commerce,  its  benefits  are 
capable,  under  a  wise  system  of  poficy,  of  incalculable  in- 
crease. What  would  not  Spain  oe  willing  to  concetle  for 
the  f^e  adn^ssion  of  the  sugar  from  her  islands?  France 
has  recently  manifested  her  deiire  to  trade  with  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  the  most  liberal  terms,  in  order  to  have  our 
ports  opened  to  the  admission  of  her  silica  and  wines. 
Otiier  Powers  would  speedily  follow  her  example,  if  hope 
could  be  indulged  that  the 'anti-commercial  system  of  the 
country  would  be  relaxed.  I  have  heard  it  stated  by  a 
gentleman  who  rerided  for  two  years  in  Cuba,  that  the 
consumption  of  flour  in  St.  Jago  alone  was  equid  b)  four 
hundred  barrels  per  day;  and  he  expressed  the  opinion, 
that  the  free  admission  of  sugar  into  this  country  would 
augment  tlie  consumption  of  bread  stuffs  in  that  island  fully 
one-fiflh.  The  truth  is,  that  no  scheme  which  the  wit  of 
man  could  devise,  can  be  more  destructive  of  agriculture 
than  this  American  system.  By  reason  ofthe  exactions  which 
It  levies  on  tlie  productiona  of  other  countries,  it  forces  a 
change  of  employments  abroad,  and  compels  the  cultore 
of  bread  stuffs  in  foreign  countries,  which  would  otherwise 
gladly  exchange  for  our  corn  and  flour;  and  thus,  while  it 
cripples  the  farming  interest  of  the  Union;  operates  as  a 
direct  premium  to  that  same  interest  in  other  countries. 

Before  I  recur  to  the  course  of  argument  which  1  had 
prescribed,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  an  annunciation  which 
the  morning  papers  contain,  proceeding  from  the  great 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  L^slature  of  that  State  nave 
unanimously  resolved  against  afl  redaction  of  the  duties 
lud  for  protection.  I  deeply  regret  this  decision,  because 
it  would  seem  eflieotuatly  to  close  the  door  against  all  hope 
of  settling  the  distractions  of  the  country.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  reprehend  the  course  which  any  one  of  the  States 
may  think  proper  to  adopt.  How  much  soever  I  may  de- 
plore, I  cannot  censure.  That  State  has  been  called  the 
main  arch  which  supported  our  political  edifice;  and  on 
her  wisdom  and  patriotism  mr  reliance  was  placed  at  the 
present  important  criris.  She  ahoidd  have  recollected 
that  tliere  were  two  ndes  to  tins  question,  and  that  a  per- 
tinadotu  adherence  to  her  t^intms  was  likely  to  be  met 
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with  ft  umilftr  feeling"  on  the  put  of  other  States;  tl)^t 
if  ihe  vu  excited  upon  this  lubject,  so  would  othen  be 
ibot  Mid  UmU  her  elendkm  in  the  Unioii  would  not  be  les- 
sened by  the  muifeBtfttion  of  m.  conofiatory  ^irit,  out  of 
which  mis  Government  itself  sprung,  and  by  wtiieh  it  can 
only  be  preserved.  One  remark  I  may  be  indul^ped  in 
wiuiout  giving  offence.  The  resolutions  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  are  said  to  have  passed  unanimouil^.  Now,  sir, 
strange  sa.it  may  appear  at  the  dnt  glance,  it  is  aeverthe- 
less  true,  that  perfect  unanimity  in  any  dehberative  body, 
on  any  subject  of  interest,  is  the  strongest  evidence  that 
the  sul^ect  ha«  not  been  {ttoperiy  exammed.  This  is  not 
an  original  idea  with  me.  It  claims  its  ori^n  from  the 
venerated  Lowndes,  who.  while  he  lived,  reflected  so 
much  honor  on  the  State  of  his  nativity,  and  gave  the  pro- 
mise of  a  life  of  so  much  usefulness  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  not  long  after  I  had  taken  mpr  seat  for  the  first  time 
in  the  other  House,  that  a  propoutioo  to  amend  the  con- 
stitution came  there  to  be  discussed.  The  Le^stature  of 
Virginia  had  acted  upon  it  with  perfect  unanimity,  and 
every  functioiiary  of  the  Govemmeut,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation e^nded,  wproved  the  deonon  of  the  L^istature. 
Sir,  I  bad  approved  it  myselft  but  my  opinion  was  tho- 
roaghly  changed,  and  I  fc>und  myself  opposed  to  the  con- 
tempkted  amendment,  t  expressed  to  Mr.  Lowndes  the 
alteration  which  my  opinion  had  undergone,  and  my  aston- 
i^ment  at  the  unanimihr  winch  bad  prevailed  in  the  Le- 
gislature. He  then  let  fan  the  remaik  which  I  have  c^uoted, 
and  added,  that  mei^s  opinioni  were  as  liable  to  dtflTer  as 
tlieir  watches,  and  that  differencet  would  inevitably  arise 
if  discussion  ajid  Sxus  deliberation  were  resorted  to.  I  am 
asked  by  gentlemen  around,  what  proposition  it  was  I  al- 
luded to.  I  have  no  hentation  in  answering.  It  contem- 
plated the  <Ustricting  the  Uiuted  States  for  the  election  of 
members  of  Congress  and  electors  of  Preudent  and  Vice 
PrcKdent,  than  which  nothing  wou^  go  further  to  strike 
out  of  existence  the  feddrntive  fealure  of  the  Government. 
I  will  CO  so  fiu*  as  to  my  diat  if  the  same  propontion, 
which  formerly  received  the  unanimous  support  of  the 
General  Aisemoly,  was  again  submitted  to  its  dedsiim,  it 
would  be  rejected  hy  a  Isj^  majority  of  that  body.  But 
let  us  return  to  the  resolutions  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1794 
or  '5,  an  esdse  was  laid  on  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
which  operated  with  some  severi^  on  the  people  of  that 
State)  and  what  was  her  course?  She  protested  against 
it,  and,  I  must  say,  with  much  justice,  as  ndatocv  n  the 
principle  of  equality  on  which  the  Union  rested.  The 
exactions  of  the  Government  fell  upon  her  citizens  with 
more  force  than  on  those  of  any  other  State.  Nor  did  they 
content  themselves  with  merely  petitioning  and  protest- 
ing. They  resorted  to  more  decisive  measure^  and  for  a 
time  set  the  law  at  open  defiance.  I  express  no  censure 
upon  this  conduct:  looking  at  the  subject  now  that  party 
feeling  has  ceased  to  operate,  I  can  butsay  that  their  com- 
plaint! were  but  too  well  founded.  The  act  levied  un- 
equal ejuctionih  and  fell  with  the  greatest  force  upon  Penn- 
sylvania. I  submit  it  to  honorable  Senators  to  say  if  there 
is  not  a  striking  similarity  between  the  existing  system  and 
the  whiskey  tax.  If  that  was  partial,  so  also  is  this|  if 
that  levied  unequal  exactions,  are  not  the  requisitions  of 
this  grossly  and  palpably  unequal?  And  yet,  sir,  the  one 
exited  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  to  arms,  while  this  io- 
vokee  to  its  support  all  her  power  and  all  her  influence. 
The  one  detenorated  from  her  interettt  tlua  advances  that 
interest  at  the  e^wnse  of  otiiera.  I  mdcc  no  comroentary, 
but  submit  the  subject  to  the  ddUieration,  the  cahn  and 
di^Msnonate  dcfibcralion,  of  her  repteientatives  here  and 
elsewhere. 

When  the  Senate  adjourned  on  yesterday,  I  wu  about 
to  enter  into  an  examination  of  various  items  on  the  list  of 
protected  articles,  with  the  purpose  of  making  good  the 
last  branch  of  the  proposition,  that  we  buy  dear.  I  will 
not  U^gw  the  Senste  oy  gouv  through  the  entire  list  of 


the  taxed  commodities — ^the  procen  would  be  altogether 
too  tedious  for  this  place,  however  pn^table  such  an  in- 
vestintion  n^^bt  be-rbut  shall  content  myaelf  by  looking 
into  nnir  branches  of  the  system,  the  results  of  wluch  wiS 
serve  to  illiutrate  the  whole.  I  take,  for  tiiis  investiga- 
tion, iron,  sugar,  cottons,  and  wooUeiii;  and.  unless  1  have 
decuved  myself,  will  show  not  only  the  oppressive  cha- 
racter of  the  taxes  they  impose  on  individuals,  but  the 
enormous  burden  which  they  devolve  upon  the  whole  com- 
muoity.  To  begin  with  iron.  I  have  been  struck  with 
the  &ct,  Mr.  Preudent,  in  investigating  this  particular  sub- 
ject, tbat  the  manufiieture  of  iron  began  in  this  countnat 
a  period  long  antetior  to  the  rcndution.  I  find  that  iron 
was  exported  to  Ens^and  as  early  as  the  years  1771,  % 
'3.  f^  PhikdelphM,  and  sold  in  Uverpool  at  (53  33^ 
per  ton,  including  the  chaives  of  transportation,  and  other 
inodental  charges.  [Mr.  T.  here -read  a  statement  tosus- 
tain  this  fiict,  appended  to  the  examination  of  Mr.  Sarchet, 
taken  before  a  comnuttee  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  sesaon.] 
The  fact  ia  also  nndeniable,  that  tliis  branch  of  industry  was 
successfully  prosecuted  at  an  early  period  of  our  histoiy, 
and  that  considen^le  fortunes  were  made  at  it.  Mines  were 
opened,  and  worked  successfully,  in  Virginiaf  and  General 
ludgely,  of  Maryland,  is  known  to  have  built  up  a  large  for- 
tune by  the  iron  business;  and  at  this  moment  it  is  prose- 
cuted successfully  at  the  Trois  Rivieres,  in  Canada,  under* 
duty  of  but  five  per  cent  ad  valorem.  These  &cts  would 
seem  to  prove,  after  the  most  cmdurive  manner,  that  the 
iron  ta  is  entirely  gratuitousand  unnecessary.  They  are 
aided  also  by  the  fact  tbat  this  pursuit  was  commenced  in 
the  United  States  at  a  time  certainly  as  early  as  it  was  in 
Enriand,  and  that  the  iron  master  in  this  country  had  the 
field  of  competition  fiirly  open  to  lum,  and  clear  of  all 
impediments.  The  truth  is,  that  without  governmeotat 
agency  be  possesses  the  monopoly  of  the  interior,  and  is 
secured  thereby  a  market  of  great  extent  and  immense 
value.  That  monopoly  arises  from  the  pontion  of  the 
mines,  and  the  great  cost  of  tran^rting  over  land  so  hea- 
vy an  article  as  iron.  A  friend,  in  whose  statement  I  have 
the  most  implicit  confidence,  has  informed  me  that  the 
cost  of  transporting  a  ton  of  iron  from  the  works  in  North- 
western Virginia  to  the  seaboard,  would  not  fall  short  of 
thirhr  dollars.  Tlus  monopoly  is  so  entire,  that  iron  sells 
at  a  higher  price  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines,  than  at  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  miles  frvunthemt  and  itis  the  (bragn 
importation  which  alone  prevents  it  from  beccming  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  roost  oppresuve  chatwter.  Hie  foreign 
iron  presses  in  upo^  the  limits  of  the  iron  master,  when- 
ever lus  prices  are  exorbitant,  and  forces  him  to  content 
himself  with  s  somewhatreduced  price.  The  whole  strug- 
gle of  the  iron  masters  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jers^ 
18  to  extend  thetr  monopoly  to  the  seaboard ;  and,  in  order 
to  do  tlus,  the  duty  must  necessarily  be  sufficienUy  g^t 
to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  transportation  to  the  Atlantic 
msrkets.  Hence,  BusNsn  and  Swedish  iron  is  subjected 
to  the  duty  of  $33  40  the  ton,  and  English  to  a  stUl  heavier 
charge  of  tlur^-seven  dollars  the  ton.  The  latter  bears 
so  great  a  disproportion  to  the  prime  cost,  as  almost  to 
amount  to  a  prohibitory  duty,  while  the  former  is  scarcely 
afircted  by  it.  In  1810,  when  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try was  but  seven  millions,  there  were  imported  axteea 
thousand  tons,  and  in  1830  the  importation  was  equal  to 
thirty-two  thousand  tons,  iiu^easing  in  a  ratio  nearly  equal 
to  our  pcqiulatioii.  The  inquiry  naturally  arises  as  to  the 
cause  vi  this  undinunished  importation  of  Hntsiin  and 
Swedish  iron,  notmthstancKng  &e  hi{^  du^  added  to  the 
heav^  charges  of  transporting  it  from  so  great  a  Asbuice. 
Sir,  it  is  found  in  the  fact  that  no  iron  of  the  same  qua- 
lity, and  suited  to  the  purpote*  to  which  this  is  apphed, 
is  made  within,  the  United  States,  or,  at  most,  but  a  veiy 
small  quanti^.  I  inquired  into  tto  matter,  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Sicksbsos,]  tiia  gentleman  who 
hu  had  the  ahnost  ezduave  muageiiient  of  the  sidijec^ 
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md  who  k  linely  engaged  in  the  iron  barinew.  His  ui- 
nrer  wu  brier  Mid  sententiouit  but  AiU  of  pith  and  mo- 
ment— "we  Aall  soon  litake  it."  Now,  nr*  ia  it  not  in- 
tolerable that  tbia  heavy  tax  of  t33  40  per  ton  ahould  be 
continoed  on  tike  caaxaiaiSlij  fbr  an  indefimte  pertod,  itn- 
derlbe  promiae  that,  sooner  or  later,  there  will  be  made, 
in  the  United  States,  iron,  of  a  quali^  equal  to  that  im- 
ported from  abroad.^  I  did  not  stand  in  need  of  the  infor- 
mation from  the  honorable  Senator.  The  New  York  price 
current  had  assured  me'that  the  Rusnan  and  Swediib  iron 
was  imUspennbly  necessary  Ibr  odr  consumption.  I  there 
found  that  it  sold  at  one  hundred  dollars  the  ton,  being 
cqiial  to  an  adrance  often  dollars  in  the  ten  over  our  iron; 
which  exee«  of  price  would  long  rinee  have  driven  it  out 
of  tiie  market,  if  a  proper  substitute  had  been  found  fbr  it 
in  the  domestic  article. 

The  tariff  has  had  the  effect  of  keepin?  up  the  price 
of  this  article,  notwithstanding  the  great  tall  which  has 
takeo  place  in  foreign  prices.  I  nuke  good  this  assertion, 
by  referring  to  the  report  of  the  committee  appnnted  at 
New  York  by  the  tariff  convention.  In  1790,  bar  iron 
sold  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  at  ninety  dollars  the  tont  in 
\V3fit  it  «dd  in  the  same  market  at  from  eigh^-five  to 
nmetf  dollars,  wUle  the  price  in  &e  interior,  I  speak  more 
particulariy  the  northwestern  portion  of  Vii^nia,  has 
undergone  no  din^nution.  [Mr.  T.  here  read  an  extract 
from  a  letter  written  by  a  gentieman  in  Monongalia  county, 
Vir^nia,  in  the  following  words:  **  Iron  in  this  counfy  is 
now  scarcer  and  higher  than  ever  known,  except  in  war 
time — iron  has  been  gradually  increasing  in  value  ever 
■nee  the  tariff  of  1834.  You  know  tlUs  is  a  great  country 
(br  manoftetnring  of  iron,  yet  we  eonnder  the  chtty  op- 
preasive.  The  great  body  of  the  people  here  are  fimners; 
all  hare  to  use  more  or  less  of  iron,  it  being;  an  article  we 
cannot  do  without.  Before  the  year  1824,  iron  retailed 
at  from  five  to  six  cents  per  pound.  I  live  on  a  public 
road,  and  could,  at  my  own  door,  exchange  any  of  the 
products  of  my  fttrm  for  iron:  not  so  nf>w.  We  buy  it  at 
reteil  in  the  stores,  at  seven  and  eight  cents  per  pound, 
and  that  fi»r  cash.  There  is  no  Mrtering  for  iron  here 
now,  at  wliat  we  used  to  call  trade  ratest  nothing  will  bay 
it  bat  that  which  is  as  good  aa  Caah.**]  Here  are  some  of 
tbc  blessed  effects  of  the  American  sjrstem,  which  we  have 
heard  represented  in  tlus  debate  as  a  perfect  panacea,  or, 
more  properly,  as  the  philosopher's  stone,  which,  by  con- 
verting every  diing  to  gold,  had  made  this  the  golden  age 
of  the  republic.  Nov,  nr,  while  prices  have  remained 
alauonary,  or  nearly  so,  in  Uiis  country,  during  a  period  of 
forty  ye«^  how  lua  it  been  elsewhere?  Look  to  Eng>- 
land,  and  you  will  find  that  in  1810  iron  sold  fbr  £13  10 
the  ton,  and  that  in  1890  it  sold  for  but  £5  S\  that,  in 
1787,  tiie  whole  product  of  the  Englidi  mines  was  but 
thirty  thousand  tons,  whereas,  in  1830,  it  had  swollen  to 
seven  hundred  thousand  tons.  So  that  if  the  duty,  now 
q>ecifie  at  thirty-seven  dollars  the  ton  on  English  bar  Iron, 
was  repealed,  the  article  could  be  procured  in  this  coun- 
try at  a  price  varying  fi-om  thirty-five  to  forty  dollars  the 
ton;  in  neu  of  which,  we  are  now  compelled  to  sive  the 
enomous  price  of  from  eighty-five  to  nine^  dolfara  the 
ton.  Tlua  tremendous  tax  operates  on  an  article  wlucti 
enters  into  the  universal  consumption  of  the  country,  and 
fall*  on  all  classes  of  society,  the  brmer,  the  mechanie, 
and  the  sbip-biulder.  Take  the  shipboilder,  and  see  how 
it  operates  on  him. 

[Mr.  T.  here  read  from  Mr.  Lee's  expontion,  under  the 
head  "  taxes  on  shipa^"  a  statement  of  ttw  actual  chaive 
in  die  eonstmetion  of  a  firat  rate  sUp  of  418  tons,  toe 
ties  alonei  which  resulted  in  showing  an  addition  in  die 
price  of  #3,841  43,  aririhg  cbiefiy  from  theduty  on  iron: 
and  taking  a  period  of  twelve  years,  the  duties  paid  on 
articles  entering  into  the  necessary  repairs,  when  added  to 
the  above  sum,  would  be  equal  to  98,114  31;  to  which, 
if  there  be  added  the  preonom  of  insurance  and  interest 


on  the  duties  paid,  the  tax  for  twelve  years,  pud  by  a 
ship  of  418  tons  bnrden,  is  equal  to  110,943  93;  wMch 
is  equal  to  twen^-ax  dollars  the  ton,  and,  applied  to  tbe 
whole  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  which,  according^ 
to  the  last  returns,  was  1,260,787  tons,  amounts  to 
#33,003,746  as  a  direct  tsx  imposed  on  our  shipping  in 
twelve  years.] 

This,  air,  B«d  Mr.  T.,  is  another  of  the  bitter  fruits  of 
the  American  system.  This  noble  manufacture,  tlie  ^ip. 
In  the  construction  of  which  America  hsd  outstripped 
the  world,  employing,  as  it  does,  twenty  times  the  amount 
of  domestic  labor  and  capital,  with  the  highly  fiivored  iron 
businesi^  is  made  but  a  secondary  matter,  and  la  tiireat- 
enedwith  a  continuance  of  the  destroying  influences  of  a 
nrstem  the  most  short-sighted,  oppressive,  and  unjust, 
that  civilization  ever  tolerated.  Sir,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  becoming  sensible  of  the  injurious  effect  of  this 
iron  tax  on  ship-building,  has  recommended  the  allowance 
of  a  drawback  of  the  du^  on  articles  entering  into  the  con- 
struction of  ships.  This  would  be  another  most  admira- 
ble expedient  tat  increaring  the  profits  of  the  iron  master. 
But  wny  not  meet  this  question  nee  to  fiux*  Why  seek 
to  relieve  one  employment  of  the  btlrden,  and  leave  it  on 
tlie  heads  of  others?  Is  there  no  sympathy  feH  by  the 
Secretary  for  tiie  farmer,  the  bbciumith,  and  other  con- 
sumers of  iron,  who  are,  to  the  extent  of  their  consump- 
tion, as' heavily  taxed  ai  is  the  ship-builder?  It  is  the  put 
of  a  wise  Government  to  put  forth  the  engine  of  redress 
boldly  and  fearlessly.  A  resort  to  merely  temporary  ex- 
pedients is  unworthy  of  it,  and  injurious  discrinunattona 
between  different  emjrfoymenta  more  unfortunate  still.  If 
my  memory  serves  me,  n  is  esthnated  that  150,000  black- 
smiths in  the  United  States  are  tiirown  out  of  employment 
by  the  heavy  duties  on  raw  iron.  Walkthrough  the  streets 
of  your  cities  and  villages,  and  tell  me  from  whence  come 
the  immense  quantities  of  hardware  which  fill  the  various 
stores  which  eveiv  where  meet  your  eye?  They  are 
almost  all  imported  from  En^and,  and  at  a  less  price  than 
the  raw  iron,  burdened  with  the  duty,  can  be  bonritt  fbr 
in  thb  country.  A  comparison  of  Americas  uid  Englidi 
prioea  will  satisfy  us  of  tma.  t  present  yon  a  table  inuch 
1  have  extracted  from  an  appendix  to  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  the  memorial  w  the  black- 
smiths at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 


Price  of  Bng^ 
lish  irtm  at 
Liverpool, 
per  ton. 

American 
duty  on  do. 

Price  at  Ptu- 
ladelphia. 

Sheet  iron, 
lix>n  hoops, 
Rod  iron, 
"Bar  iron. 
Boilerplates,  - 

#52  23 

42  22 
31  10 
29  41 

43  34 

#78  40 
78  40 
78  40 
37  00 
78  40 

#165  to  176 
130  to  140 
170  to  180 
90  to  100 
160 

Were  there  eversuch  exactions  levied  vnafree  people? 
And  yet  wc  are  told,  touch  not  the  protective  system — 
told  so  not  only  here,  but  by  the  great  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, through  the  resolutions  of  ner  Legislature,  uniini- 
moualy  adopted.  Mr.  Sarchet  ascribed  the  insecurity  of 
steam  navigation  in  the  United  States  to  these  exactions, 
and  mth  much  force.  In  En^nd,  accidents  from  the 
bursting  of  steam  boilers  ruely  if  ever  occur;  and  it  wiA 
said  that  it  arose  from  the  English  boiler  being  thicker, 
and  consequently  more  substantial.  Iron  being  obtained 
there  at  a  very  low  price,  there  existed  no  suoi  induce* 


•  Sknci<  the  above  w«i  in  i]rp«-,  iron  h*j  bMn  punhatnl  In  E)i{taiid 
fjtr  CSS  It  per  wa,  fi>r  ihr  Amniran  mKkrt^ 
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ment  u  exists  here,  for  ptactiaingf  economjr  in  Uie  um  of 
tb>t  artick.  Here,  on  toe  contrary,  the  imillert  pomble 
quantity  of  iron  u  made  to  enter  into  the  manunctory, 
because  of  its  high  price. 

I  feel  that  I  fatigue  the  Senate*  but  I  cannot  quk  this 
subject  without  ezhibitiog  a  striking  effect  of  the  hiffh 
duties  on  the  nunufaeture  of  hardware.  An  invoice  of 
frytn^pans,  for  example,  a]l  cbargea  included  alon^  with 
the  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  costs  in  this 
country  ^6  34,  leaving  to  the  English  manufacturer  a 
proRt  of  $34  64  per  tont  whereas,  allowing  to  the  Anie- 
rican  tnamifacturer  a  rinular  profit,  he  has,  by  reason  of 
the  extravagant  duty  on  iron,  and  its  consequent  hivh 
price,  to  obtain  $170  36  for  the  same  article  which  the 
En^ishman  sells  in  this  countrj'  for  $96  24.  All  other 
articles  of  hardware  stand  upon  a  similar  footing. 

The  facts  which  I  have  stated  show  to  demonstration 
the  oppressive  character  of  the  iron  tax,  not  only  on  indi- 
vidusU,  hut  upon  whole  trades^  and  I  conclude  this  expo- 
ihion,  by  exhibiting  the  tax  levied  annually  upon  the  com- 
munity througJi  its  mstnunentality.  It  is  estimated  by  the 
New  York  comnuttee,  that  tlK  annual  production  of  bar 
iron  in  the  United  States  is  equal  to  about  112,000  tonst 
to  wliich,  )f  we  add  the  annual  importations,  say  33,000, 
we  have  for  the  yearly  supply  of  the  Union  144,000  tons) 
which,  under  the  operation  of  an  average  duty  of  $30  per 
ton,  the  duty  beyond  all  question  entering  into  the  price, 
causes  a  levy  to  be  made  on  the  people  of  tlie  United 
States,  of  $4,320,000,  and  under,  among  others,  the  f^vo- 
lous  pretence  of  providing  for  a  state  of  war,  which  may 
not  come  in  the  Uptime  of  any  nun  now  Uvinr.  During 
the  second  year  of  the  late  war,  iron  sold  but  tor  $115  the 
ton;  and  I  submit  to  any  man'to  say  if  such  an  augmenta- 
tion of  price  for  the  limited  period  of  a  war,  and  that,  too, 
when  there  exists  not  a  speck  upon  the  horizon  to  justify 
the  expectation  of  a  war  in  any  short  time,  can  excuse,  much 
less  juati^,  the  impowtion  of  a  tax  for  an  unlimited  period. 

Sugar  IS  the  next  article  which  I  propose  to  exanune; 
and  I  will  hasten  to  the  close  of  the  task  mth  as  much 
qieed  as  I  can.  The  annual  consumption  of  this  country 
is  estimated  at  130,000  hogsheads,  of  1,000  pounds  each; 
of  which  80,000  arc  made  at  home,  and  50,000  imported 
from  abroad.  The  duty  on  brown  sugar  is  three  cents 
per  pound,  and  on  white  su^ar  four  cents.  The  fact  is 
generaUy  known,  that  sugar  is  currently  sold  in  Havana, 
Porto  lUco,  and  St.  Croix,  for  from  two  and  a  half  to 
three  cents  per  pound,  and  commands  in  New  York  from 
six  to  nine  cents  per  pound.  It  is  therefore  obvious  that 
the  duty  enters  into  the  price,  and  that  thus  an  annual  tax 
is  imposed  upon  the  public,  of  $4,000,000  on  brown  sugar 
alone;  to  which,  if  there  be  added  the  molasses  tax,  an 
aggregate  levy  will  be  exhibited  on  the  good  people  of 
these  United  States,  of  $5,497,000.  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Louisiana,  [Ur.  Johkstoit,]  in  a  letter  written  by 
him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  few  years  ago, 
which  I  have  read  with  much  ,  pleasure,  urges,  by  way  of 
sustaining  and  upholding  this  burden,  an  argument  which 
no  doubt  rallied  to  his  aid  the  humane  and  charitable  of 
the  North — ^those,  especially,  who  are  eternally  shedding 
tears  over  the  slave  population  of  the  South,  and  in  whose 
ears  the  clanking  of  chains,  and  the  screams  of  tlie  heart- 
broken, are  continually  ringing.  I  allude  to  the  view 
which  he  takes  to  prove  the  value  of  the  sugar  culture  to 
the  slave  trade  which  is  carried  on  from  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, and  North  Carolina.  I  shall  not  stop  to  canvass  this 
argument  with  him,  but  rely  on  &cts  to  show  concluuvely 
that  the  tax  is  enormous  and  excessive.  In  1816,  when 
sugar  sold  for  fourteen  cents  per  pound,  the  duty  was 
two  and  a  half  cents,  which  was  then  equal  to  twenty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem;  now,  when  sugar  has  fallen  to  three 
cents  per  pound,  the  tux  \»  three  cents,  being  equal  to  an 
ad  valorem  tax  of  one  hundred  per  cent  With  the  fidl 
in  the  price  of  sugar,  the  tax  is  more  than  quadrupled; 


and  from  this  example  of  the  effect  of  8pe<ufic  duties,  who 
can  doubt  the  auperior  advantage  of  ad  vakmm  duties, 
which  regulate  tnemselves  by  the  decleoaitm  in  the  price, 
and  thereby  enable  the  consumer  to  derive  full  benefit 
from  the  fall  in  prices?  Sir,  I  have  bef(»e  sud  that  if 
this  duty  stood  alone — if  it  was  not  dovetailed  in  witii 
other  duties  equally  extravagant^  before  the  going  down 
of  the  sun  it  would  be  stricken  from  the  statute  book. 
For  whose  benefit  is  it  exacted?  For  that  of  seven  hun- 
dred sugar  planten,-one  of  whom,  I  have  often  heard  it 
stated,  pocketed  $^,000  in  a  Mnrlc  year  from  thia  aingte 
tax.  We  are  nevertheless  told  mat,  if  the  du^  be  re- 
duced, the  price  will  be  increased.  The  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  however,  sees  this  thing  with  clearer  vinm. 
In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  consders 
that  the  abolition  of  the  duty  would  reduce  the  price  of 
sugar  to  three  cents  in  the  pound.  Sir,  he  is  right,  and 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  wrong.  The  price  would 
necessarily  be  reduced,  if  the  duty  was  repealed.  The 
amount  of  sugar  nused  for  the  consumptioB  of  the  worid 
is  estimated  at  3,000,000,000  pounds;  and  die  money  em- 
ployed in  its  purchase  is  about  $60,000,000.  In  order  to 
raise  it  to  its  present  price,  clear  of  duty,  say  to  «x  cents 
per  pound,  the  money  expended  in  its  purchase  must  be 
doubled,  viz.  $120,000,000,  which  would  imply  an  in- 
creased demand  equal  to  twice  the  amount  now  produced; 
whereas,  if  our  home  production  en^rely  ceas»,  the  ad* 
ditional  demand  would  not  exceed  four  or  five  per' cent., 
and  would  augment  the  fcMWgn  price  BomethiDif  like 
three-fourths  cn  a  cent  in  the  pound. 

I  come  now  to  the  article  of  cotton  goods.  The  manu- 
facture of  coarse  cottons  commenced  at  an  early  period 
in  this  countiy.  Tlie  abundance  of  the  raw  material,  re- 
lieved from  all  clui^s  of  conveyance  incident  to  its  re- 
moval to  the  sites  of  the  manuncturing  establishmenti* 

Sve  a  decided  advantage  In  the  home  market  to  our 
low-citizens  over  .the  foreign  mechanist.  The  sim> 
plicity,  and  at  tlte  same  time  the  perfection  in  the  ma* 
chinery,  substituting  manual  labor  to  a  great  extent, 
assisted  also  to  produce  this  effect.  Hence  it  was  that  ttie 
most  judicious  and  calculating  manufacturers  were  op- 
posed to  what  has  been  called  the  judge's  bill,  the  mea- 
sure introduced  in  Congress,  in  1820,  by  Judge  Baldwin, 
preferring  to  rest  upon  the  protection  anordra  by  the  act 
of  1816.  I  well  remember  the  memorial  presented  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1820  by  Uie  Wallham 
manufacturers,  and  the  strong  argument  on  which  Aey 
relied.  Bu^  sir,  the  duties  went  up,  and  at  this  moment 
range  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  Any  per  cent.  Not 
content,  by  reasonable  duties,  to  asast  such  efforts  as  the 
country  were  prepared  to  make  with  some  advantj^,  the 
advocates  of  the  American  sj'stem  took  in  tbe  wluile 
range  of  cotton  goods,  and  thereby  levied  on  the  country 
burdens  of  the  most  oppressive  tmaraeter. 

We  have  heard  much  about  ah  export  trade  in  cottM 
goods,  and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Siuaii] 
was  referred  to  as  having  ordered  a  slitpment  of  cotton  to 
Asia  a  little  prior  to  his  leaving  home.  Now,  nr,  a  few 
years  since,  the  public  prints  fell  to  rejoicing  and  ex. 
changing  mutual  congratulations  at  the  fact  that  another 
merchant  of  Salem  had  made  a  profitable  shipment  of 
American  cottons  to  Manilla. '  I  beg  permisnon  to  read 
an  extract  from  a  valuable  public  journid,  which  it  may 
be  in  the  power  of  the  honorable  Semitor  either  to  sus- 
tain or  contradict.  "It  b  true  that  a  Salem  merchant 
shipped  domestic  cottons  to  Manilla,  which,  arriving  there 
on  a  scanty  market,  were  sold  at  a  profit  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  per  cent.  But  it  is  also  true  that  other  shipments 
made  since  to  the  same  place,  from  Salem,  by  other  mer- 
chants, have  resulted  in  a  loss  of  from  twenty  to  forty  per 
cent  But  this  is  not  all.  The  same  merchant  who  made 
the  lucky  hit  at  Manilla,  has  made  another  discovery,  by 
which  he  is  now  profiting.  He  has  found  that  he  am  pur- 
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chase  in  Enfi^Und,  at  six  cents  a  yar<l*  the  precise  sort  of 
cotton  pooda  as  he  woulil  have  to  purchase  here  at  eight 
and  eirnt  and  a  half  centd,  and  has  recently  made  a  ship- 
ment from  that  eoDnby,  either  to  the  Bast  Indies  or 
Pacific  Ocean."  [Mr.  SILSBEEsud  that  he  co\dd  say 
nothinfp  about  the  trade  to  HkniUa;  his  shipment  was  or- 
dered to  Asia.]  Yes  sir,  we  understand  this  matter  per- 
fectlr.  An  assorted  cargo  has  to  be  made  out,  and  coarse 
cottons  make  a  part  of  the  assortment.  They  are  sent  in 
search  of  a  market^  and  if,  as  in  the  case  of  the  shipment 
to  Haniira,  a  temporary  scarcity  chance  to  exist  at  any 
place,  a  aaW  is  then  effected  at  a  snudl  profitt  but  if  no 
such  tcarettar  prevail,  a  loss  is  sustained.  We  are  con- 
tinually told  of  the  cheap  price  at  which  coarse  cottons 
are  sdd  in  this  country.  Why  not  then  put  it  to  the  test? 
Repeal  ^e  duty  if  you  can  sell  as  low  as  the  Englishman, 
not  only  here,  but  abroad.  Abandon  this,  to  ray  mind, 
idle  notion  of  foreign  combinations  to  inundate  the  coun- 
try wKh  their  fabrics  at  a  losing  price,  with  the  view  of 
breaking  down  our  manufacturers.  The  foreign  me- 
duuust  will  no  more  be  willing  to  play  a  losing  game  than 
the  American  meehaiust.  He  requires  a  retsoniUile  profit 
on  Ma  labor  as  weU  as  other  people;  and  he  will  no  more 
make  iu  free  ^ftS)  than  our  manufitcturers  will  make  to 
Aire^  natioas  free  gifts.  The  people  of  the  country  will 
judge  of  the  sincerity  of  these  declarations,  by  looking 
into  htts.  The  first  and  most  important  is,  that  large 
quantities  of  cotton  goo^  are  brouglit  into  the  country 
and  ucM.  at  a  profit  in  despite  of  the  high  duties;  proving 
condumrdy  the  greater  cheapness  of  the  fabrics,  which, 
although  thus  burdened,  can  enter  socoeisfully  into  com- 
petition with  the  domestic  bbrica.  An  article  Hke  leno, 
■or  moscheto  blinds,  costs  in  England  from  two  to  four 
cents  a  yiord,  and  the  duty  regulated  by  the  price  is  from 
two  hundred  and  ei^teen  to  four  hundred  and  thirty-five 
per  cent  If  an  article  costs  in  England  thirty-eight  and 
tbree-Aiurths  cents  per  yard,  the  duly  is  one  hundred  per 
cent.;  and  if  seventeen  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  the 
dotjr  is  fifty  per  cent.  And  yet  talk  of  touching  Uiese 
duties — the  American  system  iito  be  abandoned,  and  min 
spread  over  the  land;  and  this  declaration  is  not  only  made 
here,  but  sustained  by  die  unanimous  vote  of  the  Le^da- 
ture  of  Pennsylvania.  The  ftct  is,  that  the  country  is 
made  to  pay  from  ^,200,000  to  $9,000,900  per  annum, 
for  the  support  of  the  cotton  manu&cturers.  My  own 
opinion  %  that  the  last  sum  is  by  no  means  an  extravagant 
computation.  I  have  Allen  on  an  estimate  wfai^  wtlfelu- 
eitlate  the  grindstone  system  of  my  honorable  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hatvb,]  upon  a  lai^r  scale.  Tt  is 
«Aken  from  Mr.  Baguet's  valuable  paper.  It  is  said  that 
60,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  are  manufactured  in  the 
United  States.  The  number  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren employed  is  computed  at  50,000/  Now,  if  the  tax 
imposed  for  protection  is  but  one  cent  per  yard,  it  imposes 
an  annual  tax  of  93,400,000,  which  distributes  a  bounty 
of  $48  per  head  on  each  of  the  operatives;  if  two  cents  a 
yud,  then  m  annual  tax  of  ^,800,000,  and  to  each 
operative  a  bounty  of  #96;  and  if  three  cents,  a  tax  of 
97,80^000,  and  a  bounty  of  $144.  And  this  is  paid  over 
and  above  the  full  value  of  the  article  in  foreign  markets. 

The  last  subject  which  I  shall  attempt  to  follow  out 
somewhat  into  detail,  is  the  woollen  manufactures;  and 
seek  as  speedily  to  relieve  the  Senate  from  the  dryness  of 
this  investigation,  aslpossibly  can,  injustice  to  the  subject. 
I  have  before  me,  nr,  a  morning  paper,  which  notices  a 
recent  impwti^n  of  yams  already  "dyed in  the  wool," 
for  the  manuftetaue  of  woc^leo  goods.  The  vwA  grover 
does  not  seem  to  have  ttie  same  measure  of  justice  meted 
out  to  him,  as  the  sugar  planter.  The  importation  of  the 
^rup  from  the  cane  is  considered  by  the  custom-house  as 
prohibited  under  the  duly  on  sugar,  or,  more  properly, 
subject  to  the  same  duty;  bat  the  wool  duty  is  avoided  by 
the  importation  of  ready  spun  yam,  and  nothing  is  swd 
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about  it.  The  oppressiveness  of  the  duty  on  fine  woollens 
may  be  illustrated  by  the  well  avouched  fact,  that  a  per- 
son can  travel  from  New  York  to  Montreal  and  back  on 
the  savitw  which  will  accrue  from  the  purchase  of  two 
suits  of  clothes  at  the  Montreal  prices.  In  suriport  of 
this,  I  refer  to  a  statement  annexed  to  the  speech  of  the 
'Senator  from  South  CaroUna,  exhibiting  the  tulor's  bill  at 
large,  the  entire  accuracy  of  which  is  sustained  by  the 
most  satisfactory  authority.  I  state  the  further  fact,  the 
error  of  which,  if  error  there  be,  can  readily  bo  detected 
by  a  resort  to  figures,  that  a  yard  of  cloth,  which  can  be 
purchased  in  Liverpool  at  two  dollars,  comes  to  the  Ame- 
rican consumer  at  a  price  exoeedine  four  dollan  per  yard, 
falling  under  tlie  two  dollars  and  fifl^  cents  minimmn, 
the  duty  alone  is  one  dollar  and  8txty.«ight  and  tiiree- 
fourths  cents;  to  which,  if  the  charts  of  ttmnsportation 
only  be  added,  and  notiiing  allowed  tor  mercantiM  prafl^ 
the  cost  is  increased  to  four  dollars  and  dghteen  and  three- 
fourths  cents. 

Take  next  the  article  of  flannels,  on  which  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky  displayed  his  eloquence  and 
wit.  The  datr  on  all  flannels  costing  Miy  'oepts-  per 
square  yard,  and  less,  is  twenty-tm  and  a  buf  cents  the 
square  yard.  Now,  the  flannel  which  is  usually  reqiured 
for  the  poor  people  and  working  classes,  costs  from  ten  to 
twenty  cents  in  England;  and  is  subject  to  a  duty  here, 
varpng  from  one  hundred  and  twelve  and  ahalf  per  cent 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  per  cent. ,  under  the  mini- 
mum system— a  isystem,  than  which  nothing*  b  better 
oklculated  to  decove  and  mislead— a  system  which  is  gra- 
duated upon  the  false  prindple  of  impodng  a  slater 
duty  on  luxarfet  than  on  neeeswriet;  wbtdr  operates  hea- 
vily enough  in  all  conscience  on  the  rich,  but  which  grinds 
the  poor  into  dust  and  ashes.  Kannel  of  no  quality  can 
be  imported  at  less  than  a  doty  of  forty-five  per  cent. ; 
and  if  tu'enty  per  cent,  be  added  for  the  charges  of  im- 
port, the  flajmel  makeniare  protected  bya  boun^of  from 
sixty-five  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  per  oent.  Tlus 
brings  me,  sir,  to  the  Saloda  gap  view  of  thia  sabjecA. 
I  would  ask  no  dearer  illustration  of  the  operation  or  tlus 
entire  system,  than  the  trade  between  KeMnek^  and 
South  Carolina,  under  the  free  trade  system,  and  this  mis- 
ibapca  and  deformed  American  system.  South  Cartdina, 
under  the  first,  exchanges  with  Eni^and  her  products,  at 
their  lowest  point  of  production,  fur  English  products, 
at  their  lowest  point  of  fabrication.  Kentucky  carries  on 
the  same  trade  with  South  Carolina,  and  her  supplies  are 
obtained  at  the  lowest  price  also.  Hie  ability  of  South 
Carolina  to  purchase,  is  Imuted  only  by  her  wants;  and  Ken- 
tucky finds  the  most  valuable  market  there  for  her  slock. 
The  mercantile  and  navigating  interests  partidpate  in  the 
advantages  of  this  &ir,  equal,  and  profitable  trade.  Here 
is  the  golden  circle  which  embraces  all,  and  benefits  all. 
But,  nr.  Government  sees  proper  to  interpose,  and  pro- 
hibits the  traffic  between  South  Carolina  and  England, 
except  mion  the  pwment  of  extravagaat  datiei.  ,i¥hat 
is  the  influcDce  wbieh  tUs  interference  produces?  Sootli 
Carolina  has  to  give  for  the  articles,  under  an  aventfe  dn^ 
of  fifty  per  cent-,  twice  as  mudi  as  under  rae  free 
trade  system,  and  so  does  Kentucky;  wUle  her  ability  to 
carry  on  the  trade  with  Kentucky  is  necessuily  dinun- 
ished  one-haU*.  Has  not  this  state  of  thinn  opertfed  most 
injuriously  to  both?  and  has  not  .Kentucky  sacrificed  the 
one-half  of  a  valuable  market?  Sir,  the  same  reasoning 
appUes  to  any  new  market  irttich  may  be  opened  to  hett 
and  affects,  to  the  same  deletetious  extent,  ber  trade  with 
all  the  South.  The  honorable  Senator  [^Hr.  Cut]  drew 
us  a  humorous  picture  of  the  Kentuckian  wending  his 
way  to  Charleston  on  the  Lotd's  day,  with  a  turkey  under 
his  arm,  to  purchase  of  some  rich  nsbob  a  vard  of^  flannel 
for  his  wife  and  children.  Certainly  notning  could  be 
more  ridiculous  than  the  figure  the  Kentuckian  would  cut, 
under  the  influence  of  the  high  duty  qrstem. .  Sir,  he 
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vouU  be  -tokif  on  rekdunj  Charleston,  that  his  turkey 
would  not  pay  even  the  duty  on  the  yard  of  flannel,  touch 
less  purchMe  the  flannel  itBelf. 

But  further.  I'he  honorable  Senator  was  pleased  to 
taunt  South  Carolina  for-  its  resolution  not  to  purchase 
Kentucky  horaea,  h<^  and  cattle.  How  did  it  escape 
the  honorable  Senator,  that  he  was  throwing  ridicule 
upon  bis  lavcmte  American  system?  Is  it  Aot,  in  rrfer- 
•Dce  to  Bnghuid,  the  auoe  as  the  South  Carohna  resolves 
in  re^vd  to  Kentucky?  We  will  not  buy  of  England  at 
the  lowest  price,  but  will  raise  for  ourselves,  cost  what  it 
may.  We  will  not  buy  of  Kentucky  at  her  lowest  price, 
but  will  ruse  our  own  hogs,  horses,  and  catUe,  cost  what 
they  may.  The  parallel  appears  to  me  to  be  perfect;  and 
yet  the  first  is  to  be  sustained,  while  the  last  is  ridiculed. 

The  woollen  manu&ctures  of  this  country  are  sustained 
at  an  annual  expense  of  from  $6,500,000  to  f 13,000,000. 
ettiniaUnff  the  differences  between  the  &r^fn  and  do- 
mestic ]unces.  The  correctness  of  these  condTuaions  may 
be  tested  by  any  gentleman  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of 
uives%ating  the  subject.  The  eatinuted  quantity  of 
woollens  produced  in  the  United  States,  when  added  to 
Uie  amount  imported,  will  furnish  the  data.  For  what 
purpose  is  this  exorbitant  tax  imposed?  Tlie  Senator 
mun  Kentucky  told  us,  from  uiformatlon  derived  from 
one  who,  for  ten  years,  had  been  engaged  in  the  woollens 
busineai^  that  be  bad  reaUzed  but  a  profit  of  two  per 
eeuL  fer  ten  yean;  and  the  Senator,  with  emphasis,  told 
us  that  it  was  not  two  per  cent,  per  annum,  but  two  per 
cent  for  ten  years.  Now,  ur,  can  any  thing  be  more 
preposterous,  than  the  levying  of  those  high  exactions 
for  Uke  support  of  a  concern  so  absolutely  hopeless?  How 
can  capital  be  more  unprofitably  invested?  The  truth  is, 
that  the  effort  is  made  to  overstep  centuries — to  convert, 
by  political  nostrums,  a  youtbAil  nation  into  one  of  two 
UuHuand  yem*  itMiding. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  ttus  subject,  without  giving  to 
the  Senate  an  occurrence  which  took  place  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Knance.  When  we  came  to  Uie  article  of  negro 
clothing,  the  venerable  chairman  [Hr.  Sxith}  propcwed 
a  reduction  of  the  du^  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. I  inquired  whether  any  negro  clothing  was  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States,  and  was  answered  that 
notlung  tpecifically  such  was  made.  I  urged,  then,  a 
tctet  woGtion  of  the  duty — represented  ^t  it  would  be 
Irindly  taken  by  the  South,  and  would  go  &r  to  produce 
harmony.  I  waa  answoed  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Maect,]  that  there  waa  a  manufiutturer  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  with  whom  he  had  conversed  on  that 
subject,  and  from  him  he  had  learned  that  he  w«s  about 
to  manufiwtnre  something  out  of  coarse  cotton  to  answer 
the  purpose,  and  that  he  had  aamples  of  the  intended 
manufiicture  with  him.  I  desired  that  they  might  be 
shown  to  me,  and  tbey  were  accordio^y  produced  Ute 
next  morning)  and  here  Utey  are,  «r.  [Mr.  T.  hers  ex* 
bibhed  two  aamples  resembhng  cordueoy,  the  one  ribbed 
and  the  other  plain,  wludi  were  handed  about  the  Serate.  ] 
I  desire  Senators  to  examine  it  fbr  themselves,  and  to  say 
whether  this  mere  holiday  stuff,  not  fit  even  to  be  worn 
onaholidayin  themonthm  November,  would  be  accepted 
by  them  as  a  wbrtitute  for  the  close,  thick,  warm  article 
which  waa  fturmerly  imported,  and  in  which  the  laborers 
of  the  South  were  formerly  clothed)  I  say  formerly,  for 
the  importation  has  ceased,  because  of  the  high  duty 
^stem.  The  landholder  of  the  Soutii  is  subjected  to  the 
necesd^  of  procuring  any  thing  be  can  pick  up,  in  order 
to  clothe  his  slavest  and  now  we  are  to  be  put  off  with 
this  nusersble  substitute  at  some  distant  day  when  this 
about  to  be  manufitctured  article  shall  come  to  be  manu- 
factured. Sir,  I  am  not  choleric  or  rash;  but  [  confess 
that  I  experience  none  of  the  moat  quiet  and  peaceable 
senaatioiiB  when  I  am  told  that  wa  are  to  be  denied  the 
ab<dition  of  a  du^'on  •  necemry  artide,  becauie  sone 


man  in  New  York  may  have  taken  it  into  his  he«d  to  ape- 

cidate  upon  our  necessities. 

I  have  thus  terminated  the  examinatjon  which  I  bad 
propoaed,  and  nothing  remaiits  but  that  the  aggregate  tax 
on  these  four  articles  oe  presented.  The  tax  on  bar  iron 
alone,  excluave  of  all  other  taxes  on  iron,  which  would 

«4r000,000 
5,497,000 
9.000,000 
13,000,000 


nearly  double  it,  is. 
On  sugar  and  molasses,  cxclunve  of  white. 
On  cotton  fabriosi  .  -  .  -  . 
Ou  woollens,      -   .  - 


Making  an  amount  on  tliese  four  items,  of  ^1,497,000 
From  which,  if  you  deduct  one-tUird  for  possible  errors, 
you  have  upwards  of  $20,000,000  annually  levied  on  the 
industry  of  the  country.  I  have  neither  time  nor  strength 
to  enter  further  into  the  arcana  of  this  system.  1  will 
content  myself  by  reading  an  extract  which  has  been  fur- 
nished me  by  a  friend,  on  the  subject  of  Britidi  taxation, 
and,  as  I  proceed,  Senators  can  make  the  application  to 
our  own  condition.  *'Tt>e  magnitude  and  severity  of 
taxatioQ  may  be  illustrated  by  a  few  comparative  hu^ 
The  gin  and  whiskey  that  exhilarate  John  Bull,  yield  a 
sum  to  the  Government  equal  to  the  revenue  of  the  Span- 
ish monarchy.  The  tax  levied  on  beer  which  slakes  Ids 
thirst,  is  equal  to  the  revenue  of  Bavaria.  He  pays  aa 
much  on  the  tea  that  refreshes  hiq  wife,  as  Francis  I  draws 
from  6,000,000  Neapolitansi  as  much  on  the  tobacco 
which  gratifies  his  appetite,  as  4^000,000  Italiau  pay  to 
Charles  Felix;  aa  much  for  the  soap  which  washes  Ida 
hands,  as  suffices  to  support  the  Pope  with  all  his  soldiers 
and  retinue;  and  for  the  privilege  of  having  daylight  in 
his  house,  as  would  fill  the  coners  of  the  King  of  Ham- 
burg. And  finally,  the  taxes  levied  on  his  tmnt  alone, 
as  it  variously  inclines  to  brandy,  rum,  whiskey,  brer,  or 
wine,  exceraa  the  money  paid  by  50,000,000  Kusuans  for 
the  benefit  of  paternal  despotism."  How  rapidly  we  ant 
imitating  tlus  blesaed  exainple,  I  leave  to  others  to  decide. 

We  are  nevertheless  told  that  no  relief  will  be  afford- 
edi  that  the  protective  system  wilibe  sustained.  If  a 
man  can  see  tlie  limit,  in  point  of  time,  to  bis  sufferings 
he  braces  himself  up,  and  composedly  awuts  the  arrival 
of  the  period  when  his  sufferings  shall  cease.  The  South 
has  endured  this  system  patiently  fbr  fif^en  years.  To 
this  day  she  has  looked  with  all  the  eagerness  which  hope 
and  confidence  inspires;  and  now,  wheb  the  wants  of  tbe 
Qovemment  are  gone,  die  is  still  tM  that  this  iron  lyatem 
will  not  be  relaxed.  When,  then,  will  tbe  anticipations 
of  its  friends  be  realized,  and  an  e(|iiality  (tf  price  be  es- 
tablished between  the  fabrics  of  this  country  and  foreign 
fabrics?  7'he  aTiswer  must  be,  when  we  shall  have  attuned 
a  maximum  of  population  equal  to  that  of  England. 
Then,  and  then  only,  will  tliia  and  be  brou^it  skbouL 
Run  Uie  contrast,  Mr.  Prenden^  between  tbe  sttaatioD  of 
the  two  countries.  Go  with  me  to-the  map  of  this  Uiuon 
and  its  territories,  and  tell  me  wben,  in  tbe  current  of 
time,  our  population  will  become  as  dense  as  that  of  Ei^- 
laad;  when  shall  our  countless  and  immeasurable  wilder- 
ness be  threaded?  The  tide  of  population  lias  not  ytt 
reached  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  and  when  shsill 
arrive  the  time  when  it  shall  overc<Hne  those  mountains, 
and  flow  to  Uie  diores  of  the  migh^  Pacific?  Here  is 
spread  out  before  ua  a  rcgi<m  capable  of  containinjf  a  po- 
pulation of  200,000,000  souls,  at  which  distant  aiul  ub> 
ascertainable  day  labor  will  be  reduced  to  die  neccasiqr 
of  takjng  the  wages  which  it  now  breathes  on  in  Europe. 
[He  here  read  from  a  newspaper  the  following:  "The 
Paris  papers  announce  the  complete  restoration  of  tran- 
quillity at  Lyons.  I'he  only  question  now  is,  how  tbe 
starving  workmen  are  to  be  provided  for.  In  a  private 
letter,  it  is  stated  tlut  more  tina  one'third  of  the  work* 
men  are  without  any  employment  at  ^  and  that  tbe 
other  two-tbirds  do  not  earn  -mwe  than,  seven  to  ten 
pence  a  day."]    Sir,  we  hear  muchjalk  about  colonixii^ 
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th«  free  blacks  of  this  country,  with  which  this  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  more  to  do  uian  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Siberia,  without  a  previous  amendment  of  the  constitu* 
tion;  but  what  do  we  see  in  Great  Britain?  Every  expe- 
dient is  resorted  to,  which  human  ingenuity  can  devise, 
to  get  rid-of  the  starring  whites;  and  if  a  newlabor-saT- 
mg  machine  is  introduced,  it  is  the  signal  of  riot  and  con- 
fusion. When,  then,  wiR  labor  be  content  with  the  scanty 
wa^  in  this  country  that  it  is  across  the  Atlantic?  For 
until  the  great  operative,  man,  shall  be  content  to  earn 
but  barely  enough  to  keep  body  and  sou!  together,  pro- 
ductimi  here  cannot  rival,  in  cheapness,  European  pnrauc- 
tion.  Witt  not  America  realize  Dr.  Franklin's  tale  of  the 
hay  and  the  wlustle?  After  all  the  ncnse  which  u  made 
about  home  Industry,  shall  we  not  pay  too  much  for  the 
whistle? 

I  have  sud  that  the  effort  is  made  to  overstep  centuries; 
to  advance  from  infancy  to  old  a|«,  without  wwting  for 
the  due  course  of  nature.  This  la  not  tl»«  first  effort  of 
this  sort  which  has  been  made  in  tlus  country:  a  similar 
effort  was  made  in  Virginia  in  the  year  1661.  The  colo- 
wsts,  whose  settlements  had  not  spread  more  than  fifty 
miles  in  uir  direction  from  Jamestown,  resdved  to  adopt 
the  silk  cultnre;  and  the  Government,  impelled,  no  doubt, 
b^  die  eloquence  of  some  wise  politician,  who  sought  to 
rival  Henry  IV  of  France,  by  introducing  the  silkworm 
into  Virginia,  as  Henry  had  done  in  France,  held  out  strong 
inducements,  in  the  form  of  bounties,  fortlie  planting  of  the 
mulberry  and  the  culture  of  silk.  For  a  time  all  went  on 
swimmu^ly — large  orchards  were  planted;  and,  upon  the 
annundabon  <^  the  ftct,  that  the  then  monarch  ^  Eng- 
land had  appeared  in  public,  dressed  in  a  fldl  suit  of  Vir- 
ginia silk,  you  can  welt  imagine  the  spirit  of  pride  and  ex- 
vhntion  which  pervaded  the  colony.  But  the  Government 
very  soon  had  the  wisdom  to  see  that  nature  was  wiser 
than  man;  that  she  beckoned  the  settlers  to  the  wilder- 
neM,  and  admonished  them  that  the  most  ready  mode  uf 
enriching  themselves,  and  benefiting  posterity,  was  to 
conquer  and  aubdue  the  earth,  and,  from  that  great  labo- 
ntory,  to  extract  not  only  the  necessariei^  but  the  luxuries 
*  of  life.  Many  of  the  mulberty  trees,  then  planted,  still 
exist  in  the  neighborhood  of  Williamsburg,  and  the  wind, 
as  it  Migia  through  theirdecayed  branches,  speaks,  in  plain 
and  intelligible  language,  of  the  impotence  and  folly  of  all 
human  policy  which  is  attempted  to  be  aet  up  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  decrees  of  nature.  Hy  honorable  mend  in  my 
eye  [Hi.  Coks]  has  often  looked  upon  these  momimenU 
of  by-gone  times,  and  has,  no  doubt,  regarded  them  with 
ming^  emotions  of  regret  and  ridicule — regret,  that  our 
common  aneestors  should  bare  been  deaf  to  the  admoni- 
ttona  wisdom;  and  ridicule,  at  the  puny  and  abortive 
effort  which  they  made.  Shall  we  not  lay  this  thing  to 
oar  hearts,  and  profit  by  it?  Sir*  wliat  is  the  condition  of 
the  United  States?  and  in  what  doeS  that  situation  differ 
from  Virg^ia,  when  she  made  the  experiment  of  which  I 
have  ^ken?  b  the  wilderness  reclaimed?  Is  the  earth 
subdued?  I  need  not  rtrpeat  what  I  have  already  said  upon 
the  siAjeot,  when  engaged  in  another  branch  of  the  In- 
quiry. But  if  the  situation  of  the  old  States  is  dSff^rent, 
what  is  the  difference  between  the  ct^ony  at  Jamestown, 
in  1661,  and  the  States  of  Indiana,  lIlimH^  and  Missouri? 
There,  they  are  in  the  midst  of  a  wi  demess — a  virgin  and 
fertile  soil  inviting  them  to  reclaim  it;  and  yet  these  States 
arc  uniting  in  supportof  this  American  system,  and  agree 
to  tax  the  very  axe  with  which  Ute  forest  is  to  be  felled, 
and  the  spade  and  plou^  with  which  the  earth  is  to  be 
cuttivated. 

No- one  doubts  but  that  the  silk  culture  might  have  been 
Ibro^'if  Government  had  persevered  in  bestowing  boun- 
ties^ and  so  might  the  culture  of  any  tiling  else.  If  our 
wise  men  riioutd  conclude  that  the  raising  of  pineapples 
would  contribute  to  the  encouragement  of  American  in- 
dustry and  American  we^h*  ttiey  could  nndoubtedly 


succeed.  Only  offer  sufficient  inducements,  and  the  diut- 
tle  and  the  loom  would  be,  abandoned  for  the  hothouse.  It 
would  come  recommended  for  adoption  and  support  by 
all  the  considerations  which  lead  to  the  advocacy  of  the 
American  system — independence  of  lor«^  nations.  And 
why  not  be  independent  ^  otiier  oations'in  our  supply  of 
tropioal  fruits^'  as  well  as  in  tiie  article  of  broadonth? 
The  pineapple  system  might  be  found,  however,  to  cost 
too  much;  and  then,'if  the  Government  sought  to  get  rid 
of  it,  our  ears  would  be  deafened,  as  they  now  are,  with 
the  cries  of  plighted  faith,  public  honor,  and  I  know  not 
what.  Our  doors  would  be  besieged,  as  they  now  are, 
by  the  adventurers  of  fortune;  and  if  we  from  the  Sonth 
ventured  to  urge  the  proprietar  of  modifying  orabdishihg 
the  system,  we  should  no  doubt  be  told  that  we  were  the 
advocates  of  a  policy  which  would  recolonize  America. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  undoubted- 
ly right  in  the  prediction  in  which  he  indu^;«d  when  this 
mrstem  was  first  introduced.  He  told  us  that  be  had  then 
foretold  the  speedy  accession  of  States  to  its  advocacy. 
He  was  certainly  correct.  Massachusetts,  I  well  remem- 
ber, gave  but  a  ^i^e  vote  in  ftvor  of  it  in  1830.  1  ttunk 
the  member  who  gave  that  vote  came  from  Bolton,  and 
was,  for  tiiat  vote,  discar^d  by  Iris  constituents. .  Let  _juB- 
tice  be  donetoNewBnglandt  me  stood  out  manfully  against 
it  until  after  1824.  To  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  ud- 
ed  by  the  West,  are  we  munly  indebted  for  this  policy. 
But  I  put  it  to  the  candor  of  Senators  representing  here 
the  New  States,  to  say  if  they  do  not  recognise  in  our  ar- 
guments similar  arguments  to  those  which  they  formerly 
urged.  And  I,  moreover,  submit  to  them,  without  in- 
tending the  slightest  disrespect,  whether  they  have  not 
become  the  advocates  of  this  system,  more  firom  the  feet 
that  their  States  have  become  interested  in  and  under  it, 
than  from  the  conviction  that  the  views  which  they  ftwiiier- 
ly  urged  were  unfounded  and  erroneous.  I  make  a  simi- 
lar appeal  to  the  Senators  from  Louisiana,  and  of  them  1 
ask,  without  intending  to  offend,  whether,  if  the  duty  on 
sugar  bad  not  been  imposed,  they  would  not  have  perse- 
Ycnd  in  that  line  of  opposition  which  formerly  drew  upon 
them  the  censures  of  Mr.  Carey  and  Mr.  Niles.  8ir»  this 
system  is  calculated  to  win  by  high  rewards,  ratiier  than 
by  conviction.  It  elevates  the  money  principle  above  the 
infiuence  of  moral  and  just  political  causes.  It  appealsto 
the  motives  of  self-interest,  m  placeof  those  high  and  lofVy 
motives  which  should  alone  control,  and  it  appeals  not  in 
vain.  Sir,  this  money  principle  was  actively  put  in  mo- 
tion, when,  I  will  not  say,  and  brought  *o_  oeM  on  the 
large  and  fertile  county  of  Shenandoah.  Which  is  repre- 
sented in  the  other  House  by  my  excdlent  firiend,  now 
bef(H«  me,  [Mr.  Allsh.]  A  national  road  wasspoken  of, 
to  run  through  that  county;  and^  numerous  surveys  were 
accordingly  made.  The  engineers  were  almost  as  fami- 
liar in  the  houses  of  the  citizens  as  their  household  godsj 
and  the  road  was  to  belaid  out  so  as  to  run  by  every  man's 
door.  But  I  say  it,  with  pride  and  with  pleasure,  that 
the  inhabitanU  of  that  great  valley  county  ooold  not  be 
made  to  yield  thtir  principles}  and  while  they  were  ready 
to  admit  that  a  good  road  was  a  good  thh^,  tiiejr  never- 
theless esteemefthe  preservation  of  the  constitution  as  a 
better  thing  stilt.  Money,  however,  has  been  properly 
said  to  be  the  key  to  unlock  the  strongest  fbrtressi  and, 
sir,  it  is  but  too  apt  to  prostrate  and  destroy  all  that  is 
pure  and  virtuous  in  the  heart  of  mani  it  paves  the  way 
to  the  overthrow  of  republics,  and  buries  in  ruin  temples 
erected  to  liberty.  Man  cannot  worship  God  and  mam- 
mon; and  if  you  would  preserve  tiie  political  temple  pure 
and  undefited,  it  can  only  be  done  by  expelling  the  money 
cliangers,  and  getting  back  to  the  worship  of  our  fathcM. 

Here  Mr.  TTLER,  it  being  at  a  late  hour,  gave  way 
to  a  motion  to  adjourn,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 

On  Tuesdi^  foHoving  Mr.  TYLKR  resumed  his  argu- 
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ment.  He  be^n  by  apologizing-  to  the  Senate  for  the 
time  which,  he  feared,  he  liad  ao  unprofitably  consumed. 
The  Senate  was  vltness  to  tlie  infirmity  under  which  be 
had  risen  to  address  it.  Their  kind  indu1(^nce  to  lum, 
under  such  cuvumstance^  had  sunk  deep  into  his  heart. 
He  searched  his  heart  to  ascertain  whether  he  could  find 
luricinB'  within  it  voif  feeUiq;  of  selfi^ness  or  of  party  i  and, 
after  the  most  careful  examination,  be  could  find  nothing 
of  the  sort.  He  was  compelled  to  enter  into  this  discus- 
sion, and  now  to  continue  it,  exclustTely  .from  a  sense  of 
duty  to  the  country.  Least  of  all  bave  I  been  influenced 
by  any  vain  or  idle  conceit  tliat  I  could  enter  the  lists  suc> 
ceasfidly  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky.  1 
bave  only  sousfht  to  break  the  deep  spell  of  his  enchant- 
ment^  at^  if  justice  and  equality  in  the  operations  of 
GovenuDcnt  are  not  mere  empty  and  unmeaning  ierma, 
I  flatter  myaelf  that  1  have  not  been  wholly  unaucceasful. 
IVhat  part]''  purpose  am  I  subserving?  With  what  party 
am  I  allied  on  this  question?  Where,  lur,  is  the  great  do- 
minant party  of  the  country — the  Jackson  party?  Its 
ligaments  are  torn  asunder  on  thisgreatand  vital  question; 
and  the  members  of  that  party,  on  this  floor,  from  this 
«de  of  the  Potomac,  with,  I  believe,  but  two  exceptioni, 
are  found  under  the  out^vead  banner  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  CtaT,]  who  wields  an  inftuence  over  the 
legidition  m  Congress,  as  I  verily  beUeve,  more  power- 
ful and  more  controlling  than  any  other  man,  or  set  of  men, 
in  this  country,  the  maiiufacbirera,  and  they  alone,  except- 
ed. We,  from  the  South,  look  in  vain  ioi  our  allies;  we 
are  thrown  upon  our  own  unaided  resources;  and  yet,  sir, 
I  would  have  you  set  it  down  in  your  note4)ook,  and  let 
the  historian  preserve  a  fiiithful  record  of  the  &ct,  that  if 
a  Senator  finm  Virginia,  however  high  the  obligations  of 
public  dnly  may  m  whidh  impel  him,  votes  gainst  a 
noiiunation  to  office,  or  Offers  fi^m  tiie  administration 
on  any  question,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  reasons,  the 
welkin  is  made  to  ring  with  loud  notes  of  condemnation, 
and  the  whole  pack  are  let  loose  full-mouthed  at  his  heels. 
Where  are  those  public  sentinels  now,  sir'  What  has  be- 
come of  their  sleepless  vi^lance?  Where  now  their  high 
regitrd  for  the  goodof  the  country?  Are  they  asleep  upon 
their  posts,  amidst  **the  rocking  of  these  battlements?" 
And  will  they  not  arouse  themselves  on  aquesUoa  so  vital 
and  absorbing  as  the  present — a  question  which,  without 
a  metaphor,  may  be  regarded  ds  big  witli  the  fate  of  tliis 
republic? 

When  I  finished  the  other  day,  I  was  commenting  on  a 
remark  which  bad  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Cut,}  in  reference  to  the  advance  wlucli  this  sys- 
tem had  made.  I  appealed  to  Senators  to  say  if  they  lud 
become  converts  from  conviction  that  the  uiguments  they 
had  opposed  to  it  formerly  were  unfounded;  or  whether 
their  conversion  had  not  been  brought  about  by  the  all- 
]Mwerfid  and  controlling  circumstance  that  the  States 
vluch  they  represented  had  become  interested  in  the 
messure.  1  appealed  to  them  Uien,  as  1  now  do,  to  know 
whether  they  did  not  recognise  in  our  arguments  those  on 
which  they  formerly  relied.  I  did  this,  sir,  in  no  taunting 
spirit.  Uy  object  was  to  induce  them  to  re-wcigh  their 
argumentsi  to  review  the  ground  which  tliey  formerly 
occupiedt  and  then  to  inquire  whether  they  would  unite 
in  the  cry  agunst  the  complaimng  and  rebellious  South. 
There  were  some  speeches  delivered  in  Congress  and 
elsewhere,  which  were  considered  conclusive;  one,  in  par- 
ticular, rused  the  gentleman  who  delivered  it  liigh  in 
Southern  esteem.  Cutild  that  gentleman  have  hearUwltii 
whiu  praise  his  name  was  pronounced;  could  he  bave  wit- 
nessed the  pleasure  that  beamed  from  dmost  every  eye, 
when  that  great  effort  in  tlie  cause  of  lua  country  was 
spoken  of,  bis  heart  would  have  tiirilled  with  a  sensation 
of  more  value  than  the  posseauon  of  empires.  He  looked 
to  the  whole  country,  bound  in  no  manacles  of  sectional 
interestt  he  prjred  deeply  in^q  the  fiiture,  and  tried  to 


avert  the  dissenuons  which  now  so  unhapfMly  exist  May 
we  not  now  appeal,  with  some  degree  of  expectation,  to 
that  honoraUe  gentleman,  now  a  Senator  on  this  flfKir, 
[Mr.  WKB8TBR,]audhis  colleagues  from  the  East,  to  stand 
forth  as  the  arbiters  of  this  question — ^to  nut  aa  fhr  tm 
they  can,  tiie  manacles  of  sectional  interests,  and  to  come 
to  we  succor  of  the  conntry? 

You  have  been  told,  Mr.Pre«dent,thatV!rg^niawascom- 
ing  into  the  advocacy  of  this  system,  and  that  ber  conver- 
sion would  take  place  in  seven  years.  Let  n<}  man  *'  Uy 
this  flattering  unction  to  his  soul."  Her  constaney  and 
perseverance  have  been  tested  by  another  branch  m  this 
system— ^ne  which  deeply  addressed  itaelf  to  her  interest; 
and  yet  she  has  misled  and  her  tenstance  eODtlnocs 
united.  The  honorable  Senator  is  weU  aware  that  no 
State  in  this  Union  req^uires  more  the  advantages  of  good 
roads  and  channels  of  intercommunication.  I  trust,  most 
uticerely,  that  her  wants  in  this  respect  will  be  liberally 
supplied  out  of  the  exchequer  of  the  State;  but,  sir,  she 
asks  DO  boon  at  the  hands  of  this  Government,  and  depre- 
cates, above  all  Ihti^s,  its  interference  in  her  local  aflairs. 
She  may  become  the  t^vocate  of  thissystem,  but  not  until 
she  shall  have  abandoned  the  h^  pelitiMi  notivea  on 
which  she  has  ever  acted.  When  justice  to  others  iball 
have  ceased  to  operate  upon  her;  when  she  shall  have 
elevated  her  petty  and  ephemeral  interests  above  and  over 
the  constitution,  tlien,  and  not  before,  will  she  be  broken 
into  the  advocacy  of  this  American  8>'Btem. 

I  know  that  the  effort  is  making  to  sever,  in  sentiment 
and  feeling,  Eastern  and  Western  Virginia.  I  have  the- 
firmest  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  aty  fel- 
low-tutizens,  both  of  the  East  and  Wesl^  and  ^t  ionics 
me  with  the  hope  that  all  sudi  efforts  will  be  unavwEi^i 
I  have  even  heard  sometlung said  about  a  division  of.tbe 


State.  I  have  but  a  unf^  sentiment  to  express  upon  that 
subject,  and  it  is,  "  Virginia  now,  and  Virginia  forever.** 
1  trust  that  tlie  jarring  which  will,  as  surely  as  oian  is  man, 
occur  in  all  deliberative  bodies,  and  has  occurred  in  our 
le  gislature,  will  pass  off  as  a  summer  cloud,  leaving  in  the 
horizon  no  trace  of  its  existence.  Upon  this  tariH  ques- 
tion, ur,  there  can  be  no  division  of  feefing  marked  out  1^ 
geographical  lines.  The  exactions  levied  on  the  biduitiy 
of  the  West  are  as  great  in  their  oppression  as  those  levied 
on  the  East.  Whether  produce  consist  in  tobacco,  wheat, 
cotton,  or  stock,  the  articles  of  consumption  come  to  each 
ec^ually  tixed,  under  tlie  additional  disadvantage  to  the 
West,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Atlantic  country  is  their  prin- 
cipal market,  whatever  is  calcuhited  to  impoveri^  thst 
market,  must  inevitably  affect  Western  industry.  The 
reasoiting  wluch  1  have  before  employed  in  regard  to 
the  trade  between  Kentucky  and  South  Careens,  applies 
in  full  force  to  M'estern  and  Eastern  Virginia.  I  need  not 
express  the  obligations  of  gratitude  under  which  I  lie  to 
Western  Virginia  for  the  elevation,  in  the  public  eye, 
which  I  bave,  from  time  to  time,  experienced,  i  can  iiever 
so  far  forget  myself  as  to  hewtate  in  espousing  ber  inte- 
rests; but,  in  my  honest  opinion,  this  protective  sj-atcm  is 
at  war  with  the  interests  oi  all  Vii^nia,  both  Eastern  and 
Western;  and  it  is  due  to  mysen  thst  1  rfioidd  have  cx> 
pressed  my  opinions  honeiAly,  and,  thcrefoR,  ^ulesily, 

upuii  it. 

If  you  can  go  into  tlie  interior  of  a  Stale,  and  loofc  into 
the  employments  of  her  citizens-^to  bestow  favors  on  some, 
and  lay  exactions  on  other^what  can  you  notdo?  Where 
.8  the  limit  to  the  power  of  this  Government^  '  You  pay 
domialiary  viuts.  You  find  the  owner  of  the  house 
ilressed  in  English  broadcloth,  and  you  prescribe  its  usf , 
unj^r  the  penalty  of  heavy  taxes.  You  glance  at  the  win- 
dow, and  the  li^t  is  admitted  through  gtsss  jmported 
from  abroad;  your  patriotism  is  immediate^  kin'(llod,  and 
its  use  is  also  proscribed  under  similar  penalties.  His 
bmily  is  clothed  in  cambrics,  and  cottons,  and-  calicoes, 
from  abroad,  and  itn^ghtwty  your  pstriotic  fervor  boUs 
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over.  Not  content  with  this,  you  range  over  luf  bnn; 
the  ptougfa,  the  hoe,  tlie  axe,  the  spade,  arrut  your  atten. 
tion,  all  node  of  English  iron,  and  be  is  startled  with  a 
dolt^ul  cry,  and  to  his  astonisliment  he  is  informed  that  he 
13  pursuing  a  course  which  will  recolonize  America.  Let 
gentlemen  carry  out  this  system,  and  where  U  it  to  end? 
Suppose  Uiat  Govenimept  should  conclude  that  the  wear- 
ing of  American  wig*  would  be  highly  conduave  to 
public  -pntp^Tity,  Mid  abould  lay  a  lieavy  tas  on  eveiy 
man  who  should  not  wear  a  wig;  would  it  not  be  iu  keeping 
with  the  rest  of  the  lystem?  Sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of 
any  thii^  which  the  wit  of  man  can  devise,  tofuUof  inooo- 
gruiUea,  not  to  say  absurdities. 

Hy  hoiKvable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  course  of 
bis  able  argument,  attempted  to  show,  and  1  must  thti\k  he 
fully  succeeded,  that  a  duty  of  fiffy  per  cent,  subducted 
from  tiie  producer  the  benefit  of  vne-balf  of  his  export 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  ho  we  ver,pr<Hiouaced  lum  mis- 
taken,  and  periled  his  life  upon  the  issue..  -He  inquired, 
in  a  triumphant  tone,  bow  tiiis  could  be  pouible,  unless 
the  Senate  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  duty  of  one  Imio- 
dred  and  fifty  per  cent,  not  only  absorbed  the  whole  value 
of  the  export,  but,  moreover,  brought  tlie  farmer  tiFty 
per  cenL  in  debL  The  error  of  the  houoiable  Senator 
[Mr.  Cut]  eonsista  in  hia  taking  off  the  duty,  instead  of 
laying  it  on.  To  take  one  hundred  and  fifty  from  one 
hundrtd,  would  piBzle  arithmetic;  but,  air,  the  case  is 
this.  If  the  &riaer  exports  one  hundred  dollars  worth 
of  tobacco,  com,  or  cotton,  he  would  exchuige  but  6fty 
doUars  of  his  export  in  articles  subject  to  a  duty  of  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  and  would  bring  home  fifly  doUars  in 
cash  to  meet  the  duty,  which  would  make  him  obviously 
the  loser  to  the  amount  of  one-half  of  his  export.  But, 
take  an  article  lolgeGt  to  ■  duty  of  one  hundKd  and  fif^ 
per  cent— iron«  for  example.  One  thouasnd  dolbov  worth 
of  produce  is  exported  to  England,  the  shipment  being 
made  with  a  view  to  purchase  iron.  The  exporter  would 
be  compelled  to  purchase  but  four  hundred  dollars  worth 
of  irog,  and  to  bring  home  with  him  six  hundred  in  money 
in  order  to  meet  the  duty  exacted  here.  Can  any  thing  serve 
mOTe  clearly  to  illustrate  the  magnitude  of  tlusoppresnon, 
than  tbe  very  case  which  I  have  taken?  And  does  not 
the  same  reauU  take  place  if  be  exebanges  with  tbe  Ameti. 
can  manufiwtiirerf  Bemeiid>er,  sir,  tluit  the  duty  enters 
into  tbe  price,  and  the  same  quantity  of  produce  will 
therefore  procure  but  the  same  quantity  of  iron  at  home 
or  abroad.  Is  not,  then,  the  ailment  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  South  Carolina  fuUy  sustained?  If  so,  I  can 
but  recommend  to  my  honorable  friend  die  exercise  of  the 
spirit  of  clemency  towards  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  haa  forfeited  a  high  stake,  and  I  trust  that  the  forfeit- 
ure will  be  ranitted  W'tbout  hesitaUon. 

The  bononble  Senator  has  attempted  to  convince  us  oi 
the  importence  of  the  home  market  to  the  cotton  growers. 
This  vj«w  i%  if  peauble,  more  deceptive  than  the  home 
market  fm  grain,  produced  by  this  system.  It  proceeds 
upon  the  aupposition  that  it  requires  more  cotton  goods 
to  supply  our  consumption,  when  manufactured  here,  than 
in  England— a  fallacy  so  obviou^  ttiat  it  requires  no  argu- 
ment to  refute  it.  'I'ltg  same  view  would  be  equally  uo- 
BouodwheDappliedtotheaupplyofthewaiidi  Tothecot* 
ton  grower  it  must  be  ever  a  matter  of  perfect  m^fftreaoe, 
all  tnit^  b«ng  equal,  whether  ooe  country  or  more  sup- 
pltea  the  world  in  cotton  fidirica.  But  a  certain  quantity 
of  cotton  is  required  for  that  supply;  and  the  demand 
is  the  same  to  the  extent  of  that  quantity,  no  matter  what 
nation  nay  deal  out  tbe  supply,  i  do  not  mean  to  deny 
but  that  he  migltt  be  benefited  by  multiplying  his  markets, 
provided  be  carried  on  a  barter  on  principles  of  equality 
Vitli  alL  But,  nr,  suppose  two  natioaa  to  be  lut  oustoiners, 
and  he  thar  customer.  Take  Eagland  aod  France,  for 
example.  Now*  ao  long  as  he  procures  from  France,  in 
exehsngic Gsr  hiacotton, the  mow  qoanitty  of  articlesaa  be 


obtains  from  England,  it  is  obvious  that  be  drives  an 
equally  advantageous  trade  with  both]  but  suppose  that 
France  raises  the  price  of  her  broadcloths  and  other 
manufactures,  and  demands  double  tlie  price  that  Eng- 
land requires,  would  the  cotton  planter  continue  to  ex- 
cliange  with  France  for  a  single  day?  No,  sir;  not  an 
hour.  It  he  did,  he  would  soon  realize  the  effect  of  selling' 
cheap  and  buying  dear,  in  the  utter  ruin  which  would  over, 
take  him;  and  I  ask  if  such  would  not  be  the  effect  upon 
the  trade  to  the  Northern  States  if  the  ports  were  opened. 
Would  we  exchange  our  cotton,  tobacco,  corn,  flour,  rice, 
pork,  and  beef,  for  iron,  at  ninety  dollars  the  ton,  when 
we  could  exchange  with  Giigland  for  ber  iron  at  twenty- 
five  the  ton?  Or,  would  such  exchanges  be  carried  on 
for  other  articles  under  similar  disadvantages?  The  com- 
mon sense  of  every  man  woukl  answer  the  questioii  in  die 
negative. 

I  come  now,  Ur.  Preudent,  to  analyse  tbe  argumentof 
the  honorable  Senator,  on  which  he  planted  himself  with 
so  much  confidence,  viz.  that  the  tariff  had  been  the  cause 
of  a  reduction  in  prices.  I  have  already,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, answered  this  by  the  analyua  into  wliichl  have  gone 
on  the  subject  of  iron,  woollens,  cottons,  and  sugar.  Tlutt 
there  has  been  a  diminution  in  foreign  prices,  and  in  some 
instances  in  home  pricei^  I  do  not  tneso  to..xieny.  Bui 
that  is  not  tlie  question.  The  real  quesdon,  and  the  one 
of  deep  and  absorbing  interest,  is,  whether  borne  niices 
have  fallen  to  the  same  common  level  with  the  prices  of 
hu^andry,  and  with  fore^  prices.  That  they  have  not, 
haa  been  made  sufficiently  obvious.  It  is  an  argument 
against  every  day's  experience.  Take  any  one  article, 
for  instance,  the  article  of  wine,  and  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  it,  and  every  body  knows  that  tbe  effect  would 
be  initantaneous  in  advanung  the  price.  Now,  rir,  a  par- 
tial exclusion  by  lugb  duties  producea^  as  far  as  it  goes, 
similar  effects.  Tbe  fact  is,  that  the  tariff  has  produced 
the  very  opposite  effect  from  Uiat  contended  for.  While 
every  thing  baa  fallen  in  Europe  to  the  minimum  price  of 
production,  the  tariff  interposes,  and  prevents  the  same 
effect  here.  Thus,  while  sugar  has  £kllen  in  tbe  islands 
from  fourteen  cent*  to  one  and  a  half,  it  is  here  upheld  by 
the  tariff  at  from  ux  to  nine,  and  other  articles  are  simi- 
lady  circumitanced.  Tbe  law  of  price  operates  uniformly 
throughout  the  world,  and,  unless  obstacles  are  interposed 
by  Government,  will  find  its  level  with  as  much  certunty 
as  that  tlie  mountain- stream  wll  continue  to  flow  on  until 
it  attains  the  level  of  the  ocean.  The  honorable  Senator 
mtgbl;  have  found,  in  the  state  of  tbe  currency,  the  true 
cause  for  the  reduction  of  prices,  both  at  home  and  btfoad. 
In'  1BI6,  the  re^ndanqr  «  the  drculating  medium  in  this 
country  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Crawford,  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  at  sixty  per  cent,  beyond  the  wants 
of  the  country.  Now,  money  is  hke  every  other  article 
in  market;  when  tbe  supply  exceeds  the  demand,  the  rdue 
bits;  two  dollars,  If  only  one  be  wanting,  sink  to  tbe  value 
of  tlie  one;  and  the  two  will,  therefore,  only  purchase  to 
the  amount  of  the  one.  This  creates  a  nomiiud  price,  in 
contradistinction  to  tiie  true  price;  and  this  was  our  con- 
dition after  the  war  with  England.  Nor  was  this  state  of 
things  confined  to  this  country.  The  war  wliich  had  so 
long  descdated  Europe,  produced  there,  also,  a  redun- 
daiicry  (tfarcukttng'  medium.  Tht  banks  thertf,  as  here, 
had  io  suspend  spede  payments;  and  the  general  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  occurred  there  at  very  much  the 
same  time  it  did  here.  They  commenced  here  in  the 
year  1816,  to  a  limited  extent,  but  were  not  universally 
resumed  until  1819-'20.  The  resumption  in  England  wai 
gradual,  beginning  with  tbe  one  pound  notes,  and  terminat- 
ing in  a  general  resumption  about  the  year  1824.  Now, 
the  tarifl'  of  1 816  imp<w»l  a  Aatx  equivaleht  to  an  average 
of  tliirty  percent,andtbisUDdoubte^Mnredto  counter, 
act  tbe  effects  of  a  reduction  of  the  drculating  meAum 
to  the  extent  of  tbe  duty.  The  tariff  bnr.  In  other  word*. 
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opposed  the  tendency  to  reduce  prices  to  an  extent  equal 
to  one-balf  of  the  redundancy  of  the  circulating'  medium 
when  that  redundancy  was  withdrawn.  It  was  thirty  per 
cent,  opposed  to  sixty.  Nothing*  of  this  sort  occurred  in 
England,  and,  therefore,  the  withdrawal  from  circulation 
of  the  ezcesuve  issues  of  bank  paper  was  attended  with 
a  reduction  of  pticesto  the  minimum  punt  of  fabrication. 
The  restoration  of  specie  payments  in  England  was  brought 
about  by  slow  degrees;  ana  hence  prices  have  been  sink- 
11^  lower  and  lower,  from  the  period  at  which  the  small 
notes  were  redeemed,  to  a  period  subsequent  to  the  ge- 
neral resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  was,  com- 
paratively,  of  recent  occurrence.  The  augmentation  of 
the  duties  here  in  183^-  and  subsequently  in  1828,  came 
in  ud  of  the  law  of  1616,  and,  as  far  as  governmental 
agency  can  be  employedi  has  aecompliahed  tfie  purpose 
of  perpetuating  higfi  prices  on  domestic  fabrics  to  a 
period  too  distant  for  tny  vision  to  reach :  other  causes  fortjie 
diminution  of  European  prices  exist  in  the  circumstance 
of  numerous  armies  having  been  disbanded,  thereby  mak- 
ing numberiess  additions  to  the  operatives  offoreign  coun- 
triea,  which  necessarily  produced  a  reduction  in  the  wages 
of  bdwrt  andf'fiirthennore,  by  the  extennve  introduction 
of  improved  machinery.  These  have  been  the  great  causes 
whicli  have  brought  about  reduced  pricest  but  the  most 
operative  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  restoration  of  a  sound 
ctrcidating  medium  resting  on  gold  and  silver.  This  mat- 
ter will  be  most  satisfiicturily  illustrated  by  a  reference  to 
the  times  of  the  revolution.  Then,  the  circulating  me- 
dium, by  reason  of  excessive  issues  of  paper,  depreciated 
at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  for  one.  Ten  ^ousand  doU 
Ian  were  ^ven  for  a  pur  of  boot^  and  diirty  thousand 
dollars  for  a  coatt  attd  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  a  pair 
of  boots  to  ten  dollars,  and  of  a  coat  to  thtrty,  which  occur- 
red after  tiie  peace,  might,  with  as  much  propriety,  be  as- 
cribed to  the  existing  tariff  as  the  present  reduced  prices. 
The  Senator  has  accomplished  nothing  by  showing  tliat 
prices  have  undergone  diminution,  unless  he  coulu  also 
Aow  that  home  prices  have  fallen  to  the  same  point  of  tlie 
minimum  price  of  production  with  produce  of  all  soils, 
thcresultof  agricultural  latMff,  and  With  foreign  prices  of 
fabricated  articles. 

Nor  does  the  assertion,  that  every  new  tarifTlaw  has  les- 
sened prices,  rest  on  any  safer  foundation.  The  fact  of  manu- 
factured articles  having  sold  cheaper  for  a  short  timeaf^er 
the  enactment  of  the  law  of  1838,  rests  entirely  upon  the 
circumstance  of  the  extravagant  importations  which  were 
made  in  anticipation  of  thatlawi  and  the  Senator  may  be 
entitled  to  the  benefit  arising  to  hb  argument  from  the 
merely  fortuitous  drcumstance  of  tlie  reduction  in  tho 
price  of  lead,  if  it  can  avail  him  any  thing,  provided  he 
will  explain  to  the  country  the  reason  that  the  same  arti- 
cle is,  at  this  moment,  commanding  six  cents  per  pound  in 
the  New  York  market,  which  is  twice  the  price  ot  the  fo- 
reign article,  thereby  proving,  beyond  M  question,  that 
the  lead  master  is  benefited  in  his  sales  by  the  whole 
amount  of  the  duty  now  levied,  viz.  three  cents  per  pound. 

But,  sir,  is  not  tJie  argument  that  the  tariff  reduces  home 
pric«^  altogether  saicidal?  [Mr.  CLAY  expluned.  He 
s«d  that  he  had  i»ristedthat  the  tariff  produced  competi- 
tion, and  that  competition  brought  about  reduction  of 
prices.  ]  I  am  dealing  witii  the  reduction  of  prices,  which 
I  bad  understood  to  be  asserted asimmediatelycoiwequent 
on  tlie  passage  of  every  new  tariff  lawi  and  1  was  about 
to  remark,  tliat  if  such  effects  were  produced,  tiien,  that 
the  high  duty  system  was  a  curse  to  the  manufacturer, 
and  not  a  blessing.  A  proposition,  so  peHectly  plain, 
needs  nothing  to  suitun  it.  It  jmnrea  itself  as  cooclu- 
ttvely  as  would  be  done  by  the  moait  ebborate  argument 
In  connexion  with  this,  I  was  also  struck  with  another  re- 
tnariE  of  the  booorable  Senator,  that  a  repeal  of  the  tariff 
hiws  would  be  accompaiued  by  a  rise  m  the  price  of  all 
articles  now  protected.   The  coneluaon  from  these  two 


propositions  was  inevitable.  If  your  tariff  reduces  prices, 
and  its  repeal  increases  them,  then,  sir,  if  you  wiriito  for- 
ward the  interest  of  the  manufacturers,  the  roost  ready 
mode  of  doing  so  is  to  annul  the  law.  Competition  does 
reduce  prices  unquestionably,  but  it  is  a  firee  competition^ 
not  a  competition  founded  on  a  monopoly.  Let  England 
repeat  her  corn  kwi^  and  admit  the  American  Into  ftee 
competition  with  the  Englilh  farmer,  and  the  ^viec  of 
corn  will  materially  fall.  But  the  effect  of  the  monMoly  to 
the  English  com  grower  is  precisely  of  an  opponte  ten- 
dency. Such  is  the  result,  also,  of  the  monopoly  to  the 
protected  manufactures  in  this  country. 

Anotlier  formidable  evil  is  predicted  to  arise  from  Uie 
aSolition  of  hig^  duties — we  are  to  have  diips  without 
cargoes.  In  order  to  refute  this  tUtastrous  conjecture, 
we  nave  but  to  take  a  survey  of  the  past  in  our  history; 
it  wilt  teach  us  that  the  navigating  and  cMnmerctal  intnvst 
has  increased  with  the  increased  productions  of  the  soil: 
that,  in  proportion  as  commerce  has  been  un^ckkd,  she 
has  spread  her  wings,  visited  the  most  distant  regions,  and 
returned  "  with  plenty  to  bless  the  land."  Pear  no^  rir, 
that  your  exports  will  ever  swell  to  a  bulk  too  great  for 
the  demand  of  the  world.  Natural  cause*,  operating  upon 
production,  will  cause,  demand  to  increase  with  the  abim- 
dance  of  supply.  I  cannot  venture  further  to  elueidate 
this  prop<»ition  before  this  audiencet  but  honorable  Sena- 
tors wilt  take  up  the  proposition,  and  carry  it  out  to  its 
legitimate  conclusion.  Sir,  if  the  honorable  Senator  had 
indulged  in  predictions  such  as  those,  In  1790,  when  cot. 
ton  was  first  raised  in  the  United  States,  and  had  then 
dwelt  upon  die  enormous  addition  to  our  exports,  made 
by  that  artide  alone,  and  had  then  anticipated  a  fiuiure  of 
demand  for  cotton,  he  would  not  have  been  more  mis- 
taken than  time  would  prove  him  to  be  in  relation  to  the 
future.  Tlie  policy  which  he  advoeates,  would,  if  carried 
out,  deprive  yuu  both  of  ships  and  cargoes.  That  policy 
is  to  make  every  tiling  at  home — to  become  independent 
of  foreign  nations.  I'his  leads  to  the  destruction  of  all 
export!*  as  well  as  imports.  And  when  we  are  asked  to 
pmnt  out  the  foreign  markets  for  the  productions  of  the 
soil,  I  aak,  in  return,  that  die  foreign  markebfin-  our  manu- 
AcUired  &brics  shidi  be  ptrinttd  out.  Look  wlutherto- 
ever  you  may,  and  your  great  rival  is  already  in  possession 
of  the  market.  Penetrate  into  the  Northern  ocean — go  in 
search  of  new  islands  in  the  Pacific — fly  to  the  uttermost 
regions  of  the  earth,  and  English  enterprise  has  been  there 
bel  Pore  ^ou;  and  the  Englirii  manufacturer  stands  ready  to 
underbid  you.  The  injurious  effects  of  tUs  policy  are 
already  fell  upon  our  marine, 

[Mr.  T.  liere  read  from  ICr.  Lee'i  expontion.  No.  vin, 
page  13:  '*  Our  tonnage  in  the  foreign  trade,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  exiMii^  aytttm,  in  1817,  was  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-foun 
to  which  add  forty-two  percent,  for  tlie  increase,  and  we 
have  one  million  one  hundred  and  fbrty-niJie  thousaiid 
eight  hundred  and  eight  as  the  tonnage  which  would  pro- 
bably have  been  returned  on  the  31st  December,  18S9, 
had  we  continued  to  act  on  the  free  trade  policy.  Tlie 
navigation  we  actually  had  in  the  foreign  trade,  accovding 
to  the  return  of  Slat  December,  1829,  was  only  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  one  buiKlred  and  forly4wo  tons;" 
thus  exhibiting  a  falling  off  in  the  foreiffn  tonnage  of  one 
hundred  and  fifly-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  ei^ity- 
two  tons.  Sir,  the  advocates  of  this  aystem  are  con- 
stantly boosting  of  the  addition  made  to  our  coasting  ton- 
ni^e,  since  itsadoption.  How  standstlie  fiict?  We  had, 
in  1817,  of  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage,  five  hundred 
and  ninety  thousand  one  hundred  and  aglity.^t  wad,  on 
^  Slst  December,  1830,  six  hundred  mi  ten  duMsand 
six  hundred  and  fifty-four  totis.  '*Thus,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  less  than  nine  milliona,  in  1817,  we  had  twenty 
thoiuand  four  hundred  and  sixty.eight  tone  leaa  of  coaat. 
ing  tonnage  than  we  hadinlS39V  with  a  populatimi  of  op- 
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irardf  twelve  nuUiontt  tbut  exhibiting^  an  increue  of 
three  and  *  half  per  cent,  for  thirteen  je»n  of  the  most 
bountcotia  harvests  that  a  nation  ever  eitjojred.  The  re- 
turns for  1804>  which  was  thirteen  years  prior  to  the 
anii-comiBercial  system,  gave  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
niite  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three  as  the 
quantity  of  enroQed  and  licensed  tonnage,  against  five 
hundred  anS  seventy-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  tons  for  1816;  thus  e^ubitii^  an  increase,  in  thirteen 
years,  of  two  hundred  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eigfaty-mE  tons,  equal  to  fifty-five  per  cent-,  as  the  result 
of  the  free  trade  policy  upon  this  interesting  branch  of 
bunness,  en^tloying,  as  it  does,  <Urectlv  and  indirectly,  ten 
timeaas  many  persons  as- are  benefited  by  the  prohibitory 
and  taxing  sTstem."]  And  yet,  sir,  we  are  to  be  alarmed 
at  the  idea  of  having  ships  without  csj-goes,  and  won  to  tlie 
support  of  this  aystcni  by  the  prospects  of  home,  markets. 
J,  nr  one,  rcgara  ttus  American  system  as  the  deadly 
upa%  wiAeridg  and  blighting  every  thing  that  comes 
within  its  influence. 

1  have  made  good  the  proposition  with  which  I  set  out, 
that,  by  reason  of  this  policy,  while  we  sell  cheap,  we  are 
made  to  buy  dear;  that  all  classes  of  the  community,  ex- 
cept the  favored  class,  ore  ii\)urioualy  aifected  by  itt  that 
it  is  peculiarly  deatructive  to  the  Soutli,  and  is  to  it  an  un- 
mixed mil  of  bitterness. 

Sir,  1  ought  have  saved  mnelf  the  trouble  of  this  in- 
vestigation, if  respect  fbr  the  bODord).k  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  not  impelled  me  to  the  undertaking.  The 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  left  us  no  room  to  doubt 
the  end  and  (^ject  of  this  pohcy.  His  speech,  delivered 
in  1834,  and  quoted  by  him  during  this  debate,  has  strip- 
ped the  subject  uf  all  its  disguises.  He  dwells  on  the 
niuiout  state  of  the  foreign  triuie  to  the  Northern  States^ 
speaks  of  its  onequal  operation  upon  the  Uniont  dwells, 
with  marked  emphatfs,  on  the  prnneroua  condition  of 
the  Southi  shows  that  while  the  Soutnern  States  export- 
ed, in  183^  twen^-nx  mUIion  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand  tlu%e  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollan 
worth  of  produce,  the  Eastern,  Middle,  and  Western 
States  exported  but  thirteen  million  five  hundred  and 
for^-seven  thousand  dollm  w(«th|  and  estimates  their 
consumption  beyond  their  imports  at  eleven  million  and 
ei^^-one  thowand  two  hundred  and  nxty  doUarsi  and 
then  proceeds:  '*  So  that,  under  the  present  system,  the 

Sain-growing  States,  consisting  of  at  least  two-thu^  of 
e  population  of  tike  Union,  are  compelled  to  take  of  Eu- 
ropean manufiujtures  to  the  amount  of  tweh-e  millions  of 
dolbu^  that  six  or  seven  States  may  have  the  privilege  of 
sending  retmttances  to  pay  for  those  manufactures,  and 
■elhng  theif  bills  for  the  nme  at  an  extravagant  advance, 
in  consequence  of  whidl  the  wealth  of  tiie  grun^rowing 
States  m  flowing,  in  ft  ctmatant  stream,  to  toe  States  pro- 
ducmg  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco."  He  then  exclaims: 
**  How  long  are  we  to  remain  in  this  state  ofvassnlage' 
How  long  can  we  remun  so^  How  long  will  our  patience 
endure'  Howlongournieanslast?  'HII  we  understand  our 
true  interests,  rally  our  numbers,  and  count  our  votes." 
Can  any  man  misunderstand  this  language }  Here  is  a  for- 
mal declaration  of  war  agunst  Southern  agriculture.  Our 
exports  must  be  prohibited;  the  fertility  of  our  ami  and 
our  ^nial  climate  turned  into  a  curse,  with  the  view  of 
turmng  back  the  stream  which  flowed  from  tiie  North,  to 
f-^rtilize  and  enrich  the  South;  and  twelve  millions,  the 
result  of  our  industry,  are  clutched  stand  grasped  by  the 
North-  [Mr.  DICKERSON  rose  to  explain.  He  said  he 
had  complained  of  the  syrtem  wluch  prevailed,  which  en- 
riched the  South  and  impoverished  the  North.  ]  What  sys- 
tem' nid  Mr.  T.  Had  we  come  here  to  invoke  the 
ua  of  Government^  Had  we,  through  it,  levied  exactions 
upoA  any  part  of  the  Union?  Sir,  we  lived  under  the  i^s- 
teoiof  nature;  the  Creates  had  given  uaa  warm  sun,  a 
gmwl  f^limatef  and  a  produotive  mlt  knd  our  s)rrtem  con- 


usted  in  turning  these  beneficial  advanti^es  to  their  pro>- 
per  account;  and  now  the  fruits  of  our  Ubtnr  are  to  be 
wrested  from  us,  to  enrich  a  less  favored  region.  Italy  ii 
again  invaded,  aiid  Breonus  stands  once  more  in  the  capi- 
tal, demanding  lor  our  ransom  so  many  millions  of  dollan 
— tOBung,  not  a  sword,  but  an  act  of'^  Congress  into  the 
scale.  1  appeal  to  the  colleague  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor, to  say  if  he  will  ratify  this  proceeding.  To  him  I 
would  say— -quoting  fbc  my  authority  the  moat  excellent 
of  books,  wiut  which  he  is  familiar — **  thou  sbalt  not  covet 
thy  nei^bor's  goods."  I  appeal  to  the  State  of  Rodn^ 
and  of  Bayard — to  the  land  of  Penn  and  of  Franklin  [  would 
also  appeal,  but  1  am  silenced  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  her 
Legislature.  Will  the  States  of  Clinton  and  of  Tomntins, 
of  Hancock  and  of  Adams — will  New  England  ratify  and 
confirm  this  sentence  of  condemnation  which  has  gone 
forth  SMinst  us?  And  if  they  do,  will  the  West,  deeply 
involvra,  as  I  verily  believe,  in  this  common  curse,  keep 
nff  from  tite  rescue? 

After  this,  let  not  the  name  of  Washingtcm  be  invoked 
in  support  of  this  policy.  A  majority  of  the  Senate  have 
resolved  upon  removing  his  venerated  remains  from  their 
resting  place,  to  bury  them  in  the  midnight  gloom  of  some 
subterranean  vaultof  this  huge  edifice.  Let  us  the  rather 
manifest  our  veneration  for  his  memory,  by  following  his 
precepts.  Attend  to  his  last  bequest  made  to  his  coun- 
trymen I  ■ '  Harmony,  and  a  liheral  intercourse  with  all  fo- 
reign  nations,  are  recommended  by  humanity,  policy,  and 
interest — that  even  our  commercial  policy  should  hold  an 
equal  and  impartial  hand,  neither  seeking  nor  granting 
exeluuve  preferences  and  favors— consulting  the  naturu 
course  of  things — dlffunng  and  diversifying,  by  gentie 
means,  the  streams  of  commerce,  and  forcing  nothing.** 
Why  force  any  thing  in  sucha  coimtpy  ?  Consult  the  psges 
of  history,  and  tell  me  if  ever  a  nation  had  made  such  rapid 
advances  in  refinement  and  wealth  aa  this,  before  we  re- 
sorted to  political  quackery,  and  administered  uckening 
nostrums  to  force  every  tiling.  A  wilderness  reclaimed 
— a  world  filled  and  Siting  witli  inhabitant*— the  arts  and 
sciences  keeping  equal  pace  with  our  advance  in  wealth 
and  prosperity,  all  going  on  happily  and  harmoniously,  and 
the  country  advancing,  with  rapid  strides,  to  the  consum- 
mation of 'its  high  destinies.  Why  then,  Mr.  President, 
foi-ce  any  tiling? 

I  shall  not  stop  to  pay  any  eulogium  on  Mr.  Gallatin, 
whom  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  seen  fit  to  assul. 
His  vindication  has  been  sufficiently  urged.  I  will  cnn- 
tent  myself  witii  resting  on  tlie  opinion  expressed  by  llr. 
Jefferson,  that  the  day  on  which  he  shouhl  quit  the  Trea- 
sury Department  wotild  be  "a  day  of  gloocn  to  Ameri- 
ca." Of  Mr.  Su-chct,  it  is,  in  soiiie  measure,  my  du^  to 
speat.  1  was  upon  the  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  tiie  blackamitiis  during  the  last  sesnon; 
and  I  say,  unhesitatii^ly,  that  I  have  never  seen  a  stran- 
ger with  whom  I  was  more  pleased.  It  is  alleged  that  he 
IS  a  Guernsey  man — an  island  Iving  between  France  and 
England,  the  inhabitants  of  wnich  are  famed  for  smug- 
gling. And  what  charge  is  brought  against  him  ?  Why, 
sir,  the  grievous  one  that  he  has  impoi-ted  goods  at  as  low 
a  duty  as  the  law  would  allow,  and  that  he  has  supported 
such  construction  of  the  law  as  would  enable  him  to  ac- 
complish this  object.  Now,  sir,  for  the  life  of  me,  I  can- 
nut  discover  moral  tiunt  in  this.  Every  importer  seeks  to 
pay  as  little  of  duty  as  he  honestly  can;  and  in  this  tiiey 
are  met  by  the  manufacturer,  who  is  always  anxious  that 
the  highest  possible  duty  shall  be  exacted  on  an  article 
coming  into  conflict  with  his  own  fabrics.  This  is  not  the 
only  charge  which  has,  heretofbre,  been  brought  agunst 
Mr.  Sarchet.  He  was  charged,  in  reference  to  his  trade, 
with  having  come  before  Congress  with  dirty  hands.  [Mr. 
DICKERSON  saifUhot  this  allegation  was  made  by  Mr. 
Sarchet,  in  his  memorial  to  Congress,  and  not  by  others. 
Mr.  H  AYNPo  by  permisrion  of  Mr.  T. ,  sud  tiiat  the  Senator 

Digitized  by  Google 


GALES  &  SEATON'3  REGISTER 


368 


CeniamU  CommemonOion. 


[Vbb.  13,  1832. 


from  New  Jeney  wu  miataken;  the  cbaif^  hid  been 
made  by  othen,  and  Mr.  Sirchet  introduced  the  expres- 
sion into  the  memoriftl  by  way  of  offset.]  Sir,  nud  Mr. 
T.,  his  hands  nmy  have  been  hardened  and  stained  by  his 
trafle,  but  be  brought  alon^with  him  an  honest  heart  and 
a  clear  head;  and  the  Tiewa  wluch  a-bhcksnuth  presented 
have  not  been  answered,  and  never  can  be  answered,  sa- 
tisfitctorlly. 

We  have  also  heard  something  said  of  the  issues  from 
the  Boston  mint.  Let  those  issues  speak  for  ttiemselves; 
they  will  passcurrent,  because  of  their  intrinsic  value.  Sir, 
these  are  not  the  only  rescript*  against  oppression  and  in- 
justice which  have  issued  from  the  same  mint.  The  time 
was,  when  tliose  rescripts  were  haited  from  one  end  of 
this  continent  to  the  other.  And  of  late  years,  there  was 
presented  to  this  House,  from  Boston,  one  of  the  ablest 
arrumenlB  ^»nBt  this  American  system  tliat  this  country 
has  yet  seen.  It  came,  sir,  from  Panueil  Hall,  an  edifice 
which  Aould  be  preserved  as  a  monument  of  by-gone 
times,  and  notliing  selfish,  or  merely  sectional,  should  ever 
cnier  there.  In  ftie  names  of  the  great  actors  of  former 
times,  under  the  roof  of  that  very  edifice,  I  invoke  honor- 
able Senators  to  pause,  long  to  pause  ere  they  decide  that 
this  grinding  system  shall  receive  no  abatement.  Its' op- 
pression, if  that  were  the  only  circumstance,  would  be  as 
notljing  in  comparison  with  the  aUenation  of  feeling  which 
it  lias  produced.  What  can  compensate  for  the  loss  of 
that  affection  on  the  part  of  even  a  wngle  State  in  this 
Union?  Flatter  not  yourselves  that  this  is,  exclusively,  a 
South  Ciipolina  question.  No,  sir,  it  is  a  Soutliem  question. 
Every  State  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac  feels  alike 
interested  in  it;  nor  labor  under  the  morbid  apprehension 
that  lo  grant  relief  can  produce  the  sligfatcat  tendency  to 
disunion.  Do  you  seek  to  give  perpetuity  to  the  Union, 
practise  not  injustice;  for,  as  certain  as  nte  itself,  they 
who  sow  injustice  wilt  reap  iniquity.  I  have  been  reared 
in  a  reverentL-il  affection  for  the  Union.  My  imae;ination 
h;ia  led  me  to  look  ijito  the  distant  future,  and  there  to 
contemplate  the  greatness  of  free  America,  I  have  be- 
held Iicr  walking  on  the  waves  of  the  mighty  deep,  car- 
rying along  with  her  tidings  of  great  joy  to  distant  nations. 
1  liBve  seen  her  overturning  the  strong  places  of  despot- 
ism, and  restoring  to  man  his  long  lost  rights.  Wo,  wo 
betide  that  man  who  shall  sow  the  seeds  of  disunion  among 
us!  netter  for  liim  had  he  never  been  born.  If  he  call 
upon  the  mountains  to  hide  him — nay,  if  he  bury  himself 
in  tlie  very  centre  of  the  earth,  the  indignation  of  man- 
kind will  nnd  him  out,  and  blast  him  with  its  lightnings. 

Again  I  call  upon  gentlemen  deeply  to  pause.  For  one, 
I  am  ready  to  meet  them  on  liberal  terms;  and,  iu  my 
poor  judgment,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers 
themselves  that  tliis  question  should  now  be  settled.  Let 
them  remember  the  Iraoka  of  the  sybil,  and  profit  b^'  the 
recollection.  The  South  seeks  to  lay  no  rude  or  violent 
hand  on  existing  establishments,  but  it  has  a  rig^l  to  ex- 
pect an  amelioration  of  its  burdens.  The  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  yields  nothing  to  her  com- 
plaints. The  taxes  which  he  proposes  to  repeal  have 
never  been  complained  of,  and  have  existed  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government.  1  hone,  most  sincerely, 
TAr,  President,  that  this  question  will  be  adjusted,  and, 
tlirougli  that  adjustment,  peace  and  harmony  be  restored 
to  the  Union: 

HoBDAT,  Fbbhuabi  13. 
CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATION. 

Mr.  CLAY,  fromthe  joint  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject,  made  the  following  report: 

The  jmnt  committee  of  the  Sen-iie  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
purpose  of  celebrating  tlie  centennial  birthday  of  George 
Washington,  have,  according  to  order,  hud  the  subject 


under  consideration.  Mid  now  beg  leMPe  to  report  to  the 
respective  Houses: 

1.  That  the  committee  have  directed  their  chamnan  to 
propose,  at  a  proper  time,  by  a  joint  reaohition,  an  ad- 
journment of  the  two  House*  from  the  31st  to  the  23d  of 
the  current  month,  out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
George  Waabiogton,  and  in  commemontion  of  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  bis  birthday. 

2.  The  ciunmittee  were  desirous  that  the  day  shouM  be 
celebrated  by  an  oration  suitable  to  the  occanon.  The 
distinguished  citizen  who  prewdea  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  appeared  to  the  committee  to  be 
eminently  qualified  to  pronounce  such  an  oration,  and  to 
be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  service,  from  his  known 
friendship  and  intimacy  with  George  Washington.  Ao- 
cordingly,  a  letter  was  addressed,  by  the  direction  of  the 
committee,  to  the  Chief  Justice,  requesting  him  to  assist 
in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  by  delivering  an  appropriate 
oration;  to  that  letter  he  returned  an  answer.  From  this 
correspondence  (which  accompanies  the  report)  itwiH  be 
seen  tiiat  the  Chief  Justice,  m  reasons  assigned  by  him, 
declined  the  task. 

3.  llie  committee  direoted  dielr  chairman  to  teqaeat 
the  chaplains  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  pernwia 
divine  service  in  the  capitol  on  the  33d  inatmnlj  the  uipU- 
cation  has  been  otade;  and  the  chftpWns  Ittve  •ecordtn^ 
engaged  to  comply  with  the  request 

4.  and  lastly.  The  committee  resolved  to  recommend 
to  Congress  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  carry  into 
effect  the  resolution  which  was  passed  by  Congress  on  the 
34th  day  of  December,  1799,  f<H-  the  removal  of  the  body 
of  George  Washington,  and  its  iutennent  in  the  capitiri 
at  the  city  of  Washington;  and  that  the  ceremony  be  per- 
formed on  the  33d  instant  In  pursuance  of  thia  reeom- 
mendation  of  the  committee,  the  cha'mnan  will  respectirdr 
submit  to  the  two  Houaesof  Congress  a  resolution  to  cuiy 
it  into  effect. 

All  which  is  respectfully  reported. 

H.  CLAY, 
Chairman  ef  the  comtrUtke  of  tke  Satatt. 

PHILEMON  I  HOMAS, 
Ckairmmof  the  committee  «ff  the  Houae  of  BipreaaiHdiiea. 

WasBtiraTtnr,  f^ruary  9,  1833. 

Sib:  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  having  appointed  a  joint  committee,  for  the 
purpose  of  makiug  ari-angements  for  the  celebration  of 
the  centennial  birthday  of  George  Washington,  the  un- 
dcrsigneiJ,  chairmen  of  the  commitees  of  the  two  Houses, 
have  been  directed  by  the  committees  to  request  thatjou 
will,  on  the  22d  instant  deliver  an  oration,  m  commcmora- 
tioti  of  the  great  event. 

The  considerations  which  have  prompted  Ae  commit 
tecs  to  direct  their  attention  to  you,  sir,  thus  to  assist  in 
honoring  tlic  memory  of  the  father  of  his  country,  are  ob- 
vious and  peculiarly  appropriate.  And  the  undersigned 
unite,  to  the  general  wish,  an  expression  of  theirs,  that  it 
may  be  agreeable  to  you  to  comply  with  the  request  which 
ihey  now  have  tlie  honor  to  communicate. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servants, 
H.  CLAY, 
Cttaimum  of  the  eommUtee  of  the  Senate. 

PHILEMON  THOMAS, 
ChwTium  of  the  committee  of  the  EouaeofBepreaentativea. 
llie  Hon.  JoBir  Mabbkau., 

Chi^Jiutkt  of  the  Uniied  Statei. 

Waskisotok,  February  10,  1832. 

GESTLEWB5:  I  have  received  your  letter  expressing 
your  wii^,  and  that  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  Senate 
aitd  House  of  RepresentiitiTe^  Umt  1  would,  on  the  S3d 
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iiubutt,  the  centennial  birthday  of  Geom  Waahington, 
deliver  an  oration  in  commemoration  of  toat  ^reat  event. 

i  will  not  attempt  to  detcribe  the  impressions  made  on 
me  by  this  Battering'  request,  and  the  ftvonble  opinion  it 
impliea.  The  addition  of  my  ezerlions,  feeble  as  they 
miclit  be,  to  those  of  Cot^preaa,  "  in  honorinff  the  memory 
of  the  fkOitx  of  his  country"'— of  the  man  whom  lan^mge 
cannot  exalt,  would  be  an  act  on  wluch  I  tbooH  long  re- 
flect with  just  pride.  Could  I  undertake  to  deliver  a  pub- 
lic addms  on  any  subject,  all  my  feeBngs  would  impel  me 
to  comply  with  a  request  vhicti  does  me  so  much  nonor, 
and  is  so  mteful  to  my  heart.  But,  in  adtUtion  to  the 
pressure  of  official  duties,  which  occupy  me  entirely,  and 
render  it  impracticable  for  me  to  devote  so  much  time  to 
the  subject  as  its  intrinsie  importance  uid  great  interest 
in  the  estimation  of  all  woiUd  require,  I  am  phyaically  un- 
able to  petforra  the  task  1  ahoola  aasume.  My  Toice  has 
become  so  weak  as  to  be  almost  inaudible,  even  in  a  room 
not  unusually  large.  In  the  open  air  it  could  not  be  heard 
by  those  nearest  me:  I  must,  tlietefore,  decline  tlie  honor 
proposed. 

My  profound  acknowledgments  are  due  to  you,  gentle 
men*  and  to  the  joint  committee,  for  the  selection  you 
hare  made  of  the  person  to  perfonn  ttus  intereatii^  ser- 
vice, aod  I  pray  you  to  receive  my  warm  and  sincere  thanks 
for  dte  flattering',  may  I  add  friendly,  terms  in  which  that 
selection  is  communicated. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gen- 
tlemen, your  obedieift  servant, 

J.  MARSHALL. 

The  Hon.  HsHaT  Cuy,  and 
The  Hon.  Paimoir  Thomas. 

The  report  having  been  read,  Mr.  CI^Y  moved  that  it 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senatet  which  wasamedto. 

Mr.  CLAT  then  said  that  it  would  be  perceived  that  the 
committee  had  directed  their  chairman  to  submit  a  propo- 
sition for  carrying  into  effect  one  object  of  the  reportt  in 
punuance  of  whidi.  he  now  submitted  a  jmnt  resolution  for 
tbatpunoae.  He  waa  aware  that  it  coiUd  not,  by  the  rules, 
be  aeted  upon  t^day  without  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate.  But  as  it  was  one  tint  it  was  important  to  be 
carried  into  effect  immediBtely,  he  hoped  there  would  be 
no  (rf>jeetion  on  the  part  of  any  who  might  dissent  from 
it  to  acting  upon  it  at  once,  aa, 'in  case  it  should  pas^  there 
wouU  be  no  time  to  be  lost  in  making  the  requinte  pre- 
pualkms  for  effecting  the  object;  and  even  if  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  should  be  advene  toil,  it  would  be  Ijetterfor 
tbatdeciBon  to  be  made  without  delay.  He  then  offered 
the  following  resoliitiooa: 

lieaohxd  Su  the  SenaUand  Baateof  JtepreMotativea  of 
the  Uniied  SSatea  of  Jmeriea  in  Congren  aaeembUd,  Tliat 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  hereby  authorized  to  make  application 
to  John  A.  Washington,  of  Mount  Vernon,  for  the  body 
of  George  Washington,  to  be  removed  and  deposited  in 
the  cnptook  at  Wwlungton  otj,  m  conformity  with  tfate 
Ksohition  of  Cot^^  of  the  31th  December.  1799t  and 
that,  if  they  obtam  the  requinte  coasent  to  the  removal 
thereof,  they  be  further  authorized  to  cause  it  to  be  re- 
moved and  deposited  in  the  capitol  on  the  -2d  dav  of 
February.  1832. 

Staohxd,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker 
of  the  Bouse  of  Bepresentatives  be  also  authorized  to  pre- 
scribe the  order  of  such  ceremonies  as  they  may  deem 
suitable  to  the  oeeaaion  of  the  interment  of  the  body  of 
Geor^  .Wadliwioii,  in  the  capitd,  on  the  day  above 
mentioned,  »nd  that  the  two  Houses  of  Cmgresa  will  at- 
tend and  assist  m  the  performance  of  those  ceremonies. 

The  TCMluttoos  were  read  the  first  tine,  and,  no  (Ejec- 
tion bang^  made  thereto,  ihqr  were  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  said  that  it  would  seem  proper,  and 
the  SvMrte  wouU  probably  ezpeet,  that  be  ihovld  tvy  » 
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few  words  in  relation  to  this  subject.  The  situation  in 
which  he  found  himself  placed  in  rdation  to  tbb  subject, 
was  not  one  of  his  own  seekit^,  and  waa  one  whidi  be 
was  not  desirous  to  occupy.  Yet  he  diA.  not  feel  at  lib* 
erty,  when  lie  found  his  name  placed  on  the  comndttee, 
to  decline  the  servioe  aangned  to  biro.  The  &ct  would 
be  recollected  by  the  Senate,  that  there  were  other  Sena- 
ton  who  had  been  placed  on  the  committee  and  detained 
serving,  amongst  them  an  honorable  gentkmao  from  Vir- 
pnia,  who  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  conmuttee. 
Their  resignation  had  lefl  him  [Mr.  C-1  in  his  present 
position.  He  went  on  to  say,  that,  as  br  back  as  the 
year  1799,  there  had  been  an  application  from  Congresiw 
made  in  the  most  deliberate  and  solemn  manner,  to  the 
widow  of  General  Washington,  requeatii^  permission  to 
dispose  of  the  remains  of  her  rerercd  huiband  in  a  pubfio 
manner.  She  returned  an  answer  giving  eoment  diat 
they  should  be  disposed  of  as  Coiwrcas  miight  ttink  pro* 
per.  So  the  subject  waa  left,  and  haa  so  remdned  until 
this  day.  Unsuccessful  efforts,  it  ia  true,  had  unce 
been  made,  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  in  the  other  House, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  1799)  and  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  unredeemed  pledge  of  Congress  should  be 
fulfiUedt  and  no  time  could  ever  occur,  at  least  duriogthe 

S resent  generation,  more  proper  than  the  present  to  re- 
eemthat  pledge.  The  epmmittee,  sud  Mr.  C;  do  not 
and  cannot  doubt  that  the  family  of  General  Waahiogton 
at  Mount  Vernon  will  be  willing  to  yield  their  ctmsent  to 
the  object  of  the  resolution.  He  would  beg  Lmve  to  stat^ 
in  addition,  Uiat  those  who  were  entrusted  with  the  erec- 
tion of  the  capitol  liad  already  provided  a  vault,  under  the 
centre  of  the  rotundo,  for  this  e^rcM  purposest  not  bjr  tu- 
thority,  he  believed,  but  upon  thrir  own  suggestion  and 
sense  of  propriety;  and,  if  there  wis  no  objection  in  this  or 
the  other  House,  the  committee  would  proceed  to  make,  so 
far  as  devolved  on  them,  the  arrangements  for  the  cere- 
mony. I'heae,  Mr.  C.  said,  were  aU  the  remarks  that  the 
occasion  seemed  to  require  from  hin^  and  he  would  con- 
clude with  expressing  the  hope  Aatthe  Senate  wouUedopt 
the  resolutian. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  should  be  compelled,  by  a  Mnie 
of  duty,  and  sscred  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  die  iUustri- 
ous  man  who  was  the  subject  of  die  rescdtttion,  to  oppose 
its  adoption.  If  tliere  Was  an^  one  subject  in  the  world 
over  which  the  wishes  of  the  deceased  should  reguUte 
tlie  actioos  of  the  living,  it  wss  that  witich  related  to  the 
dispo»tioii  of  their  own  remains.  He  had  before  him  an 
expreswon  of  the  last  wishes  of  General  Wadungtoa  on 
the  Bubjectt  and,  notwithstanding  what  had  beenaone  by 
Congress,  those  wishes  were,  mth  him,  sacred.  [Here 
Mr.  P.  read  the  clause  in  the  will  of  General  Wash- 
mgton,  in  which  he  ^ves  directions  respecting  the  place 
and  manner  of  hia  interment]  The  will  directed  that, 
as  the  old  vault  was  out  of  repur,  a  new  one  ^ould  be 
built,  in  which  his  remains,  with  those  of  his  deceased 
reUtives,  then  in  the  old  vault,  should  be  depovted; 
and  gave  it  as  bis  express  deure,  that  his  body  nUdlt 
be  interred  without  pomp  or  parade  of  any  kind,  and  that 
no  funeral  oration  should  be  pronounced  over  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  if  he  made  the  same  interpreta- 
tion of  the  clause  of  the  will  of  General  Washington,  just 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  [Mr.  FoaaTTB.]  as 
was  given  to  it  by  that  gentleman,  he  might  concur 
with  him  in  the  conclusion  that  the  wishes  oT  the  illui- 
triouB  deceased  were  adverse  to  the  proceedings  con- 
templated by  the  resolutiont  but  he  did  not  see  that  aw 
such  inference  eooU  be  drawn  from  the  clause  quotsdi  it 
was  but  a  common  case  to  findsuch  direotioMintheviUi 
of  distinguished  persons  fat  the  diqwiition  of  thnr  M* 
mains.  If  the  will  contained  a  provision  that  the  ronaiM 
should  continue  in  the  vault  at  Mount  Vemon.  the  caea 
would  be  alteredi  but,  as  the  clause  quoted  only  exprenad 
the  dcaire  that  the  funeral  sbovkl  be  wither  pomp  or  p*. 
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nde,  he,  [Mt.  W.]  did  not  view  th«  subject  in  the  ligfat 
prewntedb^the  gentleman  fromGeorgia.  OnthegenenJ 
question,  aa  to  the  propriety  of  a  removtu  of  die  body,  eTery 
one  bad  some  opinion,  not  lik^  to  be  diatarbed  by  that 
of  others.  Since,  hoirever,  s«d  Mr.  W.,  the  aubject  has 
been  brought  before  u»,  and  ve  are  called  upon  tn  de- 
cide upon  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  1799,  it 
seetned  to  him  that  this  was  the  most  proper  time  to  re- 
deem the  pledge  then  given.  It  is  a  century  ^nce  the 
birth  of  General  Washington,  and  we  shall  bare  no  op- 
pOTturii^  BO  appropriate  as  the  present,  of  giving  a  de- 
gree of  iiniponng  solemnity  tothe  procee^nga.  There  ma 
•omething  also  appropriate  in  this  case,  in  executing  the 
dedgnam  the  old  Congress  in  the  mode  pr<H>osed,  with- 
out form  or  parade,  and  in  accordance  with  ute.  wishes  of 
Uie  deceased,  which  met  with  his  hearty  conc\irrence. 
The  religious  services,  also  proposed,  appeared  peculiarly 
suited  to  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion. 

Mr.  CLAT  called  for  the  reading  of  the  letter  of  the 
hte  Mrs.  Waahington  to  Congress,  which,  he  said, 
would  abviate  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia {  and  the  Secretary  having  read  ttte  letter* 

Mr.  SPRAOUE'said  be  was  ofopinion  that  the  objection 
which  had  been  urged  against  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  General  Waahington,  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor^a, 
was  entitled  to  consideration.  The  feelinga  of  tlie  relatives 
riMndd  undoubtedly  be  consulted*  and  the  cbuma  ofTirginta 
to  the  relics  of  her  brMiett  amament  were  also  worthy 
of  respect;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  he  whose 
remains  were  now  requested  by  Congress,  was  his  coun- 
try's benefiictor;  and  the  question  should  be  considered  in 
this  light.  The  Senate  wiould  connder  what  would  be 
most  for  the  honor  of  the  country  and  for  their  own  ho- 
nor, it  was  not  so  much  to  honor  the  dead,  as  it  was  to 
diow  the  gratitude  of  the  living,  that  the  present  ceramo- 
ny  waa  proposed.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  never  heard  of  the 
construction  which  the  gentleman  has  nveh  to  the  last 
will  of  General  Washington  at  the  time.  The  opinion  then 
was  that  [the  construction  of  General  Washington's  wisb 
riiould  extend  only  to  what  properly  belonged  to  the  fu- 
neral ceremony,  and  not  to  the  honor  that  the  country 
might  afterwanls  deem  proper  to  show  his  memory. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  decidedly  opposed  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution.  He  began  by  expressing  his  regret 
that  tiie  subject  should  have  been  brought  bcfbre  the  Se- 
nate in  the  form  in  which  K  was  then  presented.  It  was 
very  i^vious,  lie  said,  that  whatsoever  opinions  were  form- 
ed on  that  occasion,  would  be  the  result  of  feeling  rather 
than  of  judgment;  and  he  regretted  that  such  a  body  as 
that  should  be  called  upon  to  act  under  such  c'ircumstancea. 
He  would,  however,  endeavor  to  express  his  opinions 
without  reference  to  any  of  those  motives  wVich  the  sub- 
ject woqM  naturally  call  into  existence.  He  concurred 
entireljr  witt  the  gentleman  "from  Georgia*  [Mr.  Foa< 
sTTtt,]  in  the  opinion  tlu^  if  tfiere  was  one  subject  aa  to 
which  posterity  was  bound  to  respect  the  wishes  of  the 
dead,  there  was  none  more  sacred  than  that  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  their  mortal  remains.  The  inquiry  then  became 
one  of  mere  fact,  with  regard  to  the  proper  construction 
to  be  ^ven  to  the  will'of  the  great  man  who  was  the  sub- 
jed  of  the  resolution.  The  language  Quoted  by  tlie  gen- 
tieman  fHMb'Georgia  was  plain  and  distinct,  and  admitted 
but  of  a  Gtenl  construction.  Shall  we  then,  said  he,  per- 
plex ourselves  in  endeavoring  to  find  out  a  meaning  not 
plainly  expressed?  No,  sir!  Let  us  endeavor  to  assume, 
so&r  Bsis  possible,  the  purity  and  rimplicity  that  constitukcd 
one  of *hte  most  intereating  traits  in  the  character  of  tbe 
ftther  of  hJm  country.  The  Senator  from  Maine  tells  la 
that  this  great  man  never  meant  to  prohibit  his  countty 
from  d(Hrtg  honor  to  his  memory.  -  Sir,  he  judges  of  him 
M  he  would  of  (rfdinary  men.  WAliii^^  never  did  any 
act  wHhout  iveijfhbw  all  its  conaequencea.  Ue  knew  he 
wm  aboot  to  dtei  Arid  be  had  the  beat  reAcnu  to  know  flie 


sentiments  of  his  countrymen  in  relation  to  his  obsequies 
that  must  soon  be  performed.  What  then  were  bisffirec- 
tions^  "Theoldvaultwhichcont^nBtbebonesofmyiiear 
and  dear  relatives  is  no  longer  Ht  for  the  purpose.  It  is  my 
will  thatanew one beerectedf and, when itiserected,  itio 
my  will  not  only  that  my  remains,  but  thoae  of  my  deceased 
relatives,  in  the  old  vault,  shall  be  there  deposited;  that,  as 
we  have  lived  happily  together  in  tbis  bfe,  we  nay  remain 
together  in  the  tomb;  and  from  whence  my  spirit  may 
ascend  to  that  heaven  where  I  hope  tbeira  have  preceded 
me."  Can  nmr  man  doubt  tiiat  this  was  the  proper  eon- 
strucdon  of  the  clause  qnoted  by  the  gentleman  fro« 
Geoi^a^  We  have  been  told  of  the  pledge  g^ven  by 
Congresf,  whioh  we  are  now  called  upon  to  redeem.  Sir, 
there  are  many  pledges  that  we  are  equally  caHed  upon 
to  redeem.  The  old  Congress  decreed  tiut  an  equestrian 
statue  should  be  placed  in  the  capita);  and  when,  in  1801, 
tbe  resolution  was  called  up,  Congress  rrfiiscd  to  redeem 
that  pledge,  and  for  tiiis  reason — uif  memory  of  Waaluai^ 
ton  occupied  a  apace  not  only  m  tkia  country,  but  ib  the 
world,  which  could  not  be  perpetuated  by  the  trieka  that 
belonged  only  to  objects  of  earthly  pride.  In  the  days  of 
barbarism  and  ignotwice,  when  it  was  not  possible  to  com- 
municate instruction  to  the  heart  of  man,  except  throagh 
his  eye,  statues  were  erected  to  perpetuate  tbe  memory 
of  those  who  were  SQpposed  to  have  been  cmment  fw 
their  virtues  or  -their  achievementa;  but,  rince  the  nrnn- 
tion  of  the  art  of  printing  baa  enabled  ua  to  canr  to  dis- 
tant generations  the  lesson  taught  by  the  Kfe  of  Washnig* 
ton,  no  statues  are  necessary  to. commemorate  the  virtues 
that  are  recorded  on  more'  impcriidtable  materials.  Why, 
then,  reduce  him  to  the  level  of  ordinary  men,  by  award- 
ing to  him  those  honors  which  have  been  bestowed  alike 
on  the  worthy  and  unworthy  ?  Thia  waa  tbe  reason  which 
induced  the  Congreaa  ot  1801  to  refute  to  redeem  the 
pledge  girea  when  the-eqoeatmn  itatue  was  decreed- 
What  is  next  to  be  considered  >  WasUngton-died  on  Ae 
3l9t  pecember,  1799,  and  in  a  very  few  days  the  rcaohi- 
tion  was  introduced  and  adopted—that  resolution  which 
speaks  of  removing  his  remains  from  tiic  tomb  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  depositing  them  in  the  eapitol  of  tlic  United 
States.  Need  [  suggest  to  the  Senate  that  it  was  impos- 
sible, in  the  nature  of  things,  for  the  Congreaa  who  passed 
that  resolution  to  be  informed  of  the  request  contained  in 
the  vrill  which  had  juat  been  read.  .  Thoae  who  adopted 
the  resolution,  were  even  then  aware  of  the  imposribility  of 
carrying  it  into  effect  without  the  consent  of  Mrs.  Waab- 
ington;  and  acting  under  the  fervor  of  exdted  feelings, 
they  did  that  which  .1  hope  never  will  agwn  be  done  by  a 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  made  this  application  to 
the  afflicted,  widow,  whose  husband  had  died  but  the  day 
before.  He  wished  that  this  applioatifin bad -never  been 
made.  The  answer  of  -Mrs.  Waahington  ^  her  jfmt 
honm*;  but  it  was  not  Kkety  tiiat  she  was  then  aeqnamted 
with  the  wishes  oflier  huAandi  for  tlie  appfiestion  was  made 
in  to  short  a  time  after  his  decease,  that  it  was  not  fike|j 
that  such  a  widow  would  have'  been  prying  mto  hi*  will  to 
become  acquainted  with  its  contentH. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  T.  said  that,  many 
years  after  this  application  of  Congress,  an  application  m 
the  same  nature  had  becji  made  by  the  State  ofThvinia  to 
the  Ute  Judge  Washington,  then  the  proprietor  w  Mount 
Vernon;  and  what  was  his  answer?  "  It  was  imposnble 
for  bbn  to  consent  to  the  removal,  unless  the  renvuns  of 
one  of  those  dear  relations  accompanied  the  body!"  Is  it 
possible,  said  M  r.  T.  >  that  the  committee  could  have  known 
of  this?  Are  the  remains  of  the  husband  to  be  removed 
from  the  ude  of  his  wite  ?  In  their  lives  they  lived  happily 
together,  mad  I  never  will  conaent  to  divide  them  in  death. 
But  let  as  Mr.  T.,  look  at  this  lAatter  as  at«te»nen» 
and  see  if  it  will  be  wise  and  prvdent  to  carry  into  effect 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  comndtlee.  As  a  matter  oT 
Ifoeling,  I  will  not  adop't  il|  and  aa  a  matter  of  Moprie^t 
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jou  all  know  the  wiihet  on  the  wbject  of  the  great  man 
iriuM  MeflMcy  yott  think  to  honor  by  vain  and  empty  pa- 
cada.  There  waa  another  view  of  the  aubject  Erety 
age  and  cUme  produced  ^n^t  men;  and  the  hwt  great  man, 
in  the  opintoa  of  the  age,  is  tlie  greatest.  Sir,  ten  year* 
will  hardly  twos  by,  and  you  will  find  that  aome  great  man 
ia  also  worthy  of  a  tomb  in  your  splendid  domet  a  few 
years  more  and  another  great  man  will  be  deemed  worthy 
vfn  place  hf  hii  aide.  Will  you  make  the  odious  disUnc- 
tion  between  the  elder  AduM,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and 
James  Monroe,  and  decree  to  one  a  national  tomb,  pasring 
by  the  othersf  Ouce  commence,  and  yott  willcontmue  to 
fill  the  capitul  wiUi  all  tlie  cemeteries  it  is  capable  hold- 
ing, until  the  bones  of  Waslungton  will  moulder  by  the 
»ae  of  some — I  hope  not  worthless  Preudent.  Once  eom- 
meoce  this  Romish  rite,  and  you  will  canonize  as  many 
patriots  as  there  are  saints  in  the  Romish  calendar,  and 
associate  Wa^ngton  with  vt^riot  wb«n  party  nuty 
blindly  elevate.  No  good  could  ever  come  by  dis^bing 
the  remains  of  the  dead.  Washington  reposed  peacefully 
bjr  the  ude  of  bis  relatives*  in  the  family  sepulchre,  and 
his  monument  would  endure  to  the  last  posterity  In  the 
lustory  of  his  country.  Hr.  T.  said  he  felt  more  than 
ordinary  on  this  occasion.  Virginia  was  the  countnr  where 
Waihii^lton  was  bom — Virginia  was  his  linng  pnce  and 
his  burial  place.  Think  you,  aaid  he,  that  she  will  con* 
sent  to  tlie  violation  of  the  tomb  of  her  dearest  child? 
What  ri^ht  have  you,  if  you  will  not  imitate  tlie  simplicity 
and  punty  of  Washington,  to  rob  us  of  his  mortal  remains? 
Will  the  proprietor  of  Mount  Vernon,  think  you,  consent 
to  outrage  the  feelings  of  a  whole  State?  Rely  upon  it, 
be  will  not  Whether,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  regard  the  pro- 
ceeding as  a  matter  of  feclingt  whetiier  we  regard  it  as  a 
Batter  of  propriety!  and  whMher  we  regard  it  aaamatter 
of  deluMcjr,  we  ought  not  to  consent  to  adopt  it.  Hr.  T. 
amcluded  by  saying  tiiat  he  estimated  highly  the  ftelingi 
of  those  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  oi  the  resolutiont 
but,  with  the  opinions  he  entertained,  he  could  not  concur 
with  them  in  voting  for  its  adojition. 

Hr.  TYLER  rose  nmply  to  announce  his  entire  concur- 
rence with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  bis  honorable  col- 
league. He  saw  no  good  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  measure 
nndier  ooosideration.  He  saw  no  great  and  paramount 
obligatkm  on  Congress  to  cariy  the  resdutioa  -oF 1799  into 
efiecti  and  he  could  not  believe  that,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  resoluUon»  they  could  elevate-higher  the  &me  of^  the 
great  man  who  was  alike  tlie  object  of  veneration  to  all. 
He  did  not  believe  it  was  necieBsary,  in  order  to  testify 
their  reqwct  for  his  memory,  or  gratitude  fur  the  services 
be  had  rendered  his  country.  Why  then  this  proc«iuref 
Think  you  he  will  rest  more  securely  under  the  dome  of 
the  eapitol,  than  the  frnuly  vault  at  Mount  Vernon? 
Liet  the  great  dead  sleep  the  sleep  of  deatit  in  his  own 
eountiy.  I.et  him  continue  to  repose  by  the  ride  of  bis 
nearest  and  dearest  relatives.  Bear  not  his  bones  from 
tlie  tomb  to  be  exhibited  as  a  spectacle  to  a  gaping  crowd, 
and  realize  the  very  consequences  anticipated  by  my 
colleague.  Hr.  T.  sMd  he  would  not  trespass  further  on 
the  attention  of  the  Senate.  Bis  only  object  was  to 
express  his  entire  concurrence  with  the  opinion  of  his 
coUe^rue,  and  bis  determinidum  to  vote  agunst  the  re- 
aolutton. 

Hr.  BIBB  sud,  if  his  feelii^  were  not  counteracted 
by  lugfaer  connderations,  he  should  be  content  to  ^ve  a 
suent  vote  on  the  resolution;  but  on 'that  occarion  he  only 
asked  of  his  countrymen,  as  lovers  of  the  illustrious  sub> 
ject  of  the  present  disciurion,  to  hear  tlie  motives  which 
mclincd  him  not  only  to  adopt  but  to  be  anxious  fee  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  ^lould  not  reason  on  this 
case  as  reaaoning  upon  the  lifie  and  character  of  an  ordU 
naty  man.  It  was  oecause  Washington  waa  the  most  ez> 
tnordinary  of  alt  extracrcUnaty  men,  that  he  advocated 
the  conrae  of  proceeding  recommended  by  the  conadttee. 


Mr.  B.  here  read  the  clause  of  General  Waahii)gton*a 
will,  uted  by  Mr.  PoastTs,  and  the  letter  of  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington to  the  old  Congress,  and  proceeded  to  show  from 
these  documents  that  the  views  taken  by  the  opponents 
of  the  resolution  were  not  warranted  by  them.  General 
W.  coidd  not,  at  the  time  of  making  his  will,  have  antici- 
pated the  intentions  of  Congresst  and  Mrs.  Washington, 
who  best  knew  his  feelings  and  opinions  on  all  subjects, 
saw  no  objection  to  granting  the  request  made  b^  the  old 
CoQirress.  Th»  ran  no  hasard,  then,  of  trampling  u^on 
any  feehngs  of  ^licacy,  by  redeeming  the  solemn  pledge 
of  Congress.  He  begged  leave  to  explain  what  he  under- 
stood was  intended  tp  be  produced  by  the  resolution.  He 
would  notf  say  the  measure  contem^tlated  wss  intended  to 
advance  the  fiune  of  General  Waabmgton,  either  in  a  mi- 
litary or  dvil  pdnt  of  view;  but  there  was  something 
mm^  important  intended,  and  this  waa  a  nation's  gratitude— 
the  gratitude  of  a  republic— to  save  wluch,  he  wasmalo^ 
instrumental.  Nay,  morei  thm  waa  yet  a  lu^er  consi- 
deration, and  this  was  to  exhibit  to  the  world  the  bright 
example  of  Washington's  life,  which  had  been  asrigned  to 
history's  brightest  pages,  Sec  Was  there  not  somethoig 
due  to  public  feeling  on  this  occasion?  Would  no  benefits 
result  from  carrying  back  these  feelings  to  the  intereatiw 
time  which  made  us  a  nation?  It  was  not  for  the  sake  of 
the  illustrious  dead,  but  for  Uie  sake  of  the  Uviog,  that  he 
was  anxious  for  the  adoption  of  the  reitdutianf  it  wif  fi» 
the  purpose  of  displaying  in  fiiU  reUef  the  vhtnea  of  the 
great  benefactor  of  his  country,  that  made  him  anuoushr 
wish  for  the  ceremonies  to  be  perfbrmed.  Mr.  B.  defend' 
ed  the  former  Congress  from' the  charge  of  havingacted 
incnnnderately  in  making  the  implication  to  the  amicted 
widow.  For  himself,  he  vm  aatisfied  that,  althou^  the 
application  was  made  under  the  impulse  (tf  feeUng,  it  waa 
not  made  without  coorideration.  The  iridow  wa»  in  a 
state  of  deep  afflictiont  but  yet  was  tiiere  no  consolation, 
was  there  nothing  left  her  but  despair?  Was  there  no 
power  to  intermingle  with  the  heart-rending  throbs  that 
agitated  her  bosom  some  little  spice  of  consolation?  And 
what  consolation,  he  asked,  was  better  than  this  evidence 
of  the  sympathy  and  respect  of  a  whole  nation.  So  far 
^om  there  being  any  indelicacy  in  the  act,  it  was  one  mort 
calculated  to  attest  the  extent  of  a  nation's  snraw  and  ■ 
nation's  gratitude. 

The  comnuttee  spoke  not  of  separating  the  remains  of 
the  husband  from  those  of  the  wife.  Not  a  member  of 
them  even  dreamed  of  it— there  was  not  one  of  them  so 
dead  to  the  inward  feelings  of  the  heart  as  not  to  reapeot 
the  aacredness  of  the  union.  AStux  some  further  argu- 
ments in  favor  the  resohitionfVara  Mr.B.,atooiiBiden- 
ble  length, 

Hr.  HOLMES  observed,  that  when  Alezuder  the 
Great  demanded  of  the  9cfiam»  irtien  they  would  give 
him  battle,  their  reply  was,  "wbenyoaeometothegraTea 
of  our  firthers."  The  sentiment  was  a  lioble  one.  AU 
nations  had  cherished  the  highest  reverence  for  the  tombs 
of  the  dead.  Ou^t  we  not,  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  pay  the 
highest  possible  respect  to  the  memory  of  him  whom  we 
emphatically  called  the  ftther  of  his  country?  Hr.  H. 
tbou(^t  he  saw,  in  tiiis  discussion,  a  noble  stru^le  bfr 
tween  the  State  of  Vh^nta  and  the  United  States.  The 
spectacle  was  a  Kriile  one,  and  one  worthy  of  tiie  Ameri- 
can people;  each  BbivingfbrtherenMuns  of  that  man  who 
was  "first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearU  of 
bis  countrymen."  There  was  one  sentiment  which  had 
rather  created  a  shock  to  tus  feeUngs.  It  was  that  the 
consent  of  the  widow  to  the  removal  uf  the  remains  of  bar 
husband  had  been  obtained  at  a  time  when  the  was  not 
perfectly  herself.  He  was  inclined  to  think,  that  if  her 
melings  had  been  the  ttAn  influence  of  her  conduct,  a 
resiidt  would  have  been  produced  adverse  to  the  appUoa- 
tion.  Sir,  we  all  know  hov  powerfhl  is  the  feeHng  under 
such circuDHtanceii  bowwelOBgtoeastoaehrtuok,ere 
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we  comiffndie  remuiw (rf  these  ve  love  to  the  nlent  tomb. 
It  wasKt  such  a  moment  th»t  the  consent  of  the  widow  wu 
Mkedt  Mid  we  hare  every  reason  to  believe  that  she  was  con- 
vinced of  its  propriety  when  she  granted  the  request  Mr. 
H.  regretted  the  opposition  of  the  Senators  from  Virginia. 
He  hoped  they  would  yield,  and  admit  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  to  be  strtHiger  than  tbrirs.  tte  would  not 
speak  of  tlie  great  moral  effect  to  be  produced  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  recommended  by  the  ctNinnittee. 
We  will  remember  and  strive  to  imitate  his  virtues,  by 
having  him  placed  before  us.  When  we  look  on  his  re- 
mains, we  shall  reflect  on  his  admonitions,  and  be  called 
back  to  bur  duty  when  ve  are  wandering  from  the  paths 
of  hl»  precepts. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  sud  that  die  vote  he  should  give  had 
BO  relation  to  the  character  of  the  deceased)  that  charac- 
ter was  beyond  the  reach  of  any  action  of  Congress.  On 
the  general  question  of  erecting  monaments  to  Uie  me- 
mory of  the  departed  great,  he  had  one  observation  to 
make.  They  were  marks,  not  of  national  gratitude,  but 
of  pride:  the  grief  has  passed  away,  and  tnere  remains 
but  the  ostentation  of  it.  We  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of 
our  Wuhingtont  and,  when  foremen  inqture  of  us, 
where  ia  his  monument? — our  answer  is^  in  our  hearts. 
Sir,  mv  fecKngs  on  this  subject  are  tlie  resuH  Of  deep,  a]l- 
pervaoing,  overwhelming  gratitude  to  the  great  bene- 
nctor  of  our  country;  his  wishes  are  mr  Ikw:  I  find  them 
here  recorded,  and  I  can  act  no  otherwise  titan  in  accord- 
ance with  them.  Honorable  Senators,  however,  seemed 
to  think  that  those  wishes  were  not  fiurly  expressed,  and, 
if  the  deceased  had  been  aware  of  the  indentions  of  Con- 
gress, bis  directions  would  have  been  different.  Sir,  tiie 
ttnguage  is  as  i^n  as  It  can  be  made:  the  wish  was 
dearly  expressed,  and  all  its  consequences  must  have 
been  in  the  mind  of  the  illustrious  dead  at  the  time.  It 
has  been  well  said  that  Washington  was  an  extraordinary 
man.  He  thought  not,  he  felt  not,  he  acted  not,  as  ordi- 
nary men;  and  were  he  asked  if  thu  wish  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  whole  tenor  of  bis  life,  he  would  say  it  was 
hi  perfect  keeping  with  it.  Sir,  he  was  an  extraorchnary 
man,  and  the  bri^test  trait  in  his  character  was  its  sim- 
plicity. Though  ofWn  placed,  by  cbcumstances,  in  oc- 
ca«ons  of  ostentation,  he  always  shrunk  from  them,  and 
his  greatest  desire  wus  to  return  to  tlie  quiet  of  private 
life.     His  last  act  was  perfectly  consistent  with  every 

rrevious  act  of  his  life;  he  looked  not  on  this  world, 
ut  to  the  one  io  which  he  was  about  to  enter.  Gentle- 
men speak  of  bia  thoughts,  of  what  his  (Erections  might 
liare  been  had  he  anticipated  the  iirtentiona  of  Congress. 

his  hat  directioiis  were:  Hake  no  ostentatious  cele- 
bration of  my  obsequies:  suffer  no  funeral  orations  to  be 
pronounced  over  my  tomb.  Do  not  these  directions,  then, 
go  to  say:  suffer— no,  I  will  not  say  violation — but  suffer 
no  (tisturbanee  of  the  tomb  where  my  body  takes  its  last 
rest. 

Mr.  DTCKERSON  sud  that  it  was  unfortunate  that  the 
subject  should  be  cUseussed,  but  it  could  not  be  avoided. 
He  hoped  gentlemetf  would  consent  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther connderation  until  to-morrow,  that  time  might  be 
fpwcn  to  the  members  for  reflection. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  tiie  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the 
committee,  called  upon  him  to  say  a  few  words]  by  way 
of  exphuiation,  and  they  should  be  but  few.  He  had 
avmpathized  with  llie  feelings  testified  by  the  Senator 
Irom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Taibwbu.]  He  had  respected  the 
warmth  and  the  eloquence  withwiiich  that  gentleman  bad 
expressed  those  feelings.  He  did  not  wish,  any  more 
than  that  gcntiemaii,  to  separate  in  death  those  who  had, 
during  life,  enjoyed  undivided  happiness;  but,  at  tlie 
same  time,  he  conwdered  that,  on  so  delicate  a  subject, 
the  fanuly  of  the  deceased  were  much  better  qualified  to 
flecide  tun  himself,  or  even  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia.    When  the  application  was  made  to  Judge 


Waslilngton  for  the  remains  of  his  iUostrious  relative,  no 
objection  of  the  kind,  so  eloquently  and  feelinf^y  set  forth 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  had  been  made  by  him. 
Mr.  C.  went  on  to  observe  that  he  fully  concurred  in 
the  sentiments  which  had  been  so  feelingly  and  so  forcibly 
expressed  by  bis  honorable  coUeaguei  and  he  would  state 
for  the  inffnmationtrfthe  Senate,  that  tiie  draughttmaD 
of  tbe  present  resolution  had  consulted  the  reeoroa  of  the 
transaction  of  1799,  in  order  that  it  might  be  lo  worded, 
that,  while  national  gratitude  was  testified,  private  feeling 
^ould  be  respected.  He  thought  that  if  the  desire  ex- 
isted to  remove  the  body  of  Mrs.  Washington  with  that 
of  her  husband,  that  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
Houses  could  take  the  meaanres  necessary  to  ceiry  aueh 
purpose  into  effect;  and  the  resolution  had  liecn  so  dnoa^t- 
ed  as  to  leave  to  them  this  discretionary  pown*.  It  had 
been  ai^ed  that  the  clause  of  General  Washington's  will, 
which  was  first  read  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  was 
written  by  the  illustrious  deceased,  witii  the  express  inten- 
tion of  preventing  any  such  public  homage  being  paid  to 
his  remains  as  was  now  contemplated.  This  reasoning 
appeared  to  him  [Mr.C]  extremely  inconclusive;  indeed, 
it  was  contrary  to  all  we  know  of  the  severe  unplidty  of 
Washington's  character,  to  suppose  that  the  idea  ever  oc- 
curred to  htm  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
interest  themselves  about  the  disposal  of  his  remains.  Hit 
C.  8«d  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons,  or  at  least  a 
powerful  one,  which  would  influence  his  vote  upon  this 
question,  was  the  fact  that  the  v&a\t  at  Mount  Vernon, 
from  its  situation,  within  one  Iiundred  yards  of  the  Poto- 
mac, was  nightly  exposed  to  be  entered  and  robbed  by 
any  three  persons  disposed  to  comnut  the  cttme.  it  had 
been  intimated  that  such  an  attempt  was  designed  to  be 
made  by  some  forrigners,  with  a  view  to  carry  the  remains 
to  Europe,  for  he  knew  not  what  purpose.  Who  could 
wish  the  bones  of  the  fatiier  of  his  country  to  be  venerat- 
ed as  relics,  or  exposed  as  a  show  in  foreign  climes^  No! 
This  magmficent  capitol  was  their  proper  sepuldire.  if 
a  member  of  either  House  were  to  die,  a  pubBc  Aiamd 
would  be  granted— a  marble  monument  would  be  erected 
over  hia  grave;  and  can  we,  dare  we,  said  Mr.  C.,  refuse 
to  tiie  founder  of  this  republic  an  honor,  a  token  of  re* 
spcct,  which  we  should  grant  to  one  of  our  own  body'  f 
Hnould  be  ashamed  to  go  home  to  my  constituents,  and 
give  them  such  an  account  of  my  stcwardnhip  in  tliis  mat- 
ter. The  Senate  bad  been  told  that  the  State  of  Virginia 
had  prior  claims.  No  man  more  respected  the  claim  of 
that  State  than  himself,  when  he  was  well  aiaured  that 
they  were  the  claims  of  tbe  State  in  its  corporate  capacity. 
No  such  claim  had  been  nwdc;  andhuwaacertunthatif  it 
had  been,  Virginia  was  too  generous  not  to  withdraw  them 
in  behalf  of  the  common  country  ut'  the  whole  Union. 
The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  expressed  an  apprelwn- 
sion  tiiat  other  Presidents  would  be  laid  by  ttie  side  of 
Washington — that  other  men  would,  by  our  successors, 
be  as  mucli  adored  as  we  now  adore  Washington,  and  no 
diicrimini^ona  would  be  made  between  him  and  them. 
Mr.  C.  did  not  antidpate  such  rcstdt,  although)  he  knew 
too  welt  that  tiie  last  great  man  was  always  considemi 
the  greatest;  and  the  disposition  of  the  people  «*as  to 
make  idols  of  their  favorites;  but  he  would  himself  dis- 
criminate betwen  Wasliington  and  any  man  who  had  lived, 
from  Adam  down;  and  he  was  willing  to  trust  to  his  aucxcs- 
Bors  for  the  continuance  of  that  veneration  of  Wasliington 's 
character  which  would  forever  place  him  incxHnparaMy 
higher  in  their  estimation  than  any  other  man  who  Ina 
as  yet  risen  amor^  them.  But  sliould  it  |de«se  the  Al- 
mighty to  bestow  upon  the  country  the  blessing  <^  anotiier 
Washington,  he  could  not,  for  one,  wish  that  the  same 
honors  now  proposed  should  be  witiiheld  from  him.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  hod  not  intended,  on  rising,  to  soy  thus  much, 
and  he  would  conclude,  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
Senators  from  Virginia  would  wwre  their  tdijectkms  to 
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the  resolation,  ftnd  tikftt  itt  adoption  tmg^  meet  with  the 
generai  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  questioD  bein|f  pn^  tiie  readuUon  waa  adapteA  by 
the  following^  vote; 

YEAS.— Heasn.  Bell.  Bibb,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dickerson, 
DiuUey,  Ewtng,  Foot^  Frelinghuyaen,  Hendricks,  ILolmea, 
Johmton,  Kane,  Knight,  Moore*  Naudain,  Poindextert 
Spngue,  Upton.  TondioaOQ,  Waggantan,  Webater,  WU- 
fcins. — 29. 

NAYS.— Meaars.  Buckner,  DaDas,  Forayth,  G^ndy, 
Uayne,  Hill,  Kiw,  Mangum,  Marcy,  liiUer.  Smitb,  Taze- 
well, Traup,  Tykr,  White.— 15. 

TVsavAT,  FaaacAmr  14. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considendion  of  Ur.  Ci^x'a 
resolution  respecting  the  tariff. 

Mr.  TVLER  again  rose,  and,  in  a  speech  of  about  an 
hour  ami  a  h^f,  concluded  bia  argument  against  the  reso- 
lutioa,  [as  given  above.]   He  waa  followod  by 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  of  BhodcIaland«  whoaddreaaed  the  Sen- 
ate aa  ftdlowai 

Mr.  Prendent:  It  is  not  my  intention  to  detain  the  Sen- 
ate long  on  a  subject  tiiat  liaa  been  so  fully  investigated 
by  genius,  and  enforced  by  the  power  of  eloquence;  but 
^niy  to  state  a  few  facts  that  appear  not  to  be  rightly  un- 
derstood here. 

Sir,  1  am  no  painter;  I  draw  no  pictures  to  ravish  the 
eye;  neither  do  I  possess  the  gill  of  poetry  or  eloqtieDee 
to  amuse  the  fimcy,  enchant  the  ear,  or  beguile  the  under- 
standing: none  of  these  are  mine.  I  am,  sir,  an  unambi- 
tious cultivator  of  the  soil,  disposed  reasonably  and  ra- 
tionally to  encourage  and  promote  tlie  mechanic  arts  and 
mauunictures,  and  to  aid  tlie  whole  industry  and  happi- 
ness of  our  common  country;  more  than  this  is  not  my  m- 
tention.  And  if  gentlemen  will  leave  tlie  elevated  renon 
of  bncy>  and  come  down  and  dwell  in  the  sphere  of  us 
bumble  working  men,  I  will  endeavor  to  show  that  Earl 
Grey  is  not  the  only  distinguished  orator  that  sees  viuons;* 
and  that  all  the  poverty  and  distress  so  feelingly  depicted 
by  Senators  on  this  floor,  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  industry  and  manufactures  of  our 
country. 

Sir,  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Txi-sr} 
read  the  letter  from  his  friend  who  had  fotmd  a  new  mar- 
ket for  luB  corn  at  the  Yankee  fiictory,  I  thought  the  Sena, 
tor  himself,  in  spite  of  his  prejudices,  had  almost  become 
a  proselyte  to  the  true  faith;  and  that  he  would  arrive  at 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  belter  to  purchase  our  ncce^ 
saries  of  life,  and  "  notionii"  of  our  neighbors,  and  pay  for 
tliem  in  tiie  productions  of  our  own  soiland  industry,  thua 
run  to  a  foreign  store  and  pay  money  and  the  same  price. 
Althoi^h  lie  aeemed  for  a  while  to  falter,  yel  the  spectre 
tariff,  uiging  him  on,  stiU  haunted  hisima^nation,  and  ap- 
peared more  terrible  to  his  fancy  than  the  witch  of  Endor 
to  the  peace  of  the  departed  spirit  of  Samuel. 

Ahliough  bia  friend  and  neighbor  had  discovered  that  a 
new  market  for  bia  productions  had  been  created  by  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  the  honorable  Senator 
did  not  so  understand  it.  He  seemed  to  consider  it  as  a 
mere  chimera  of  his  friend,  and  had  no  existence  in  fact, 
or,  if  it  had,  waa  of  very  limited  extent,  and  too  "  conUmpt- 
ibte"  for  consideration.  However  small  or  *'  contempU- 
Ue"  it  may  appear  to  that  honorable  Senator,  tlte  grow- 
ers uf  corn  will  deem  it  otherwise.  Those  who  grow  corn 
irill  tiuu  to  the  statistics  of  the  country,  and  there  see  ttud 

•  Setwnl  j-nn  ago,  Earl  Ortj,  Bftcra  hard  isv*!  •todr,  rairinc  hi* 
«fM  from  ifcr  book,  wu  atraek  wiih  the  *i*ian  of  s  htad.  He  looked 
■muMl  tb«  MMM  Ar  the  9Mua,  tal  im  vain.  It  wa«  eaniidered  k  mere 
■ll»*iiMi,ari*ins  fruaa  a  diMnWird  ukie  of  iIk-  (tomaeli,  brouKhi  on  bj 
a  roo  Mwniary  Kfe.  Ii  b  laid  lhal  wnleni.irjr  m^n,  or«lnin)[  powrn  oT 
iiMstMiiMi,  are  aCMtMnillr  nrt^nt  »  iW  Mmc  diwaae,  and  tliink 
■b»)r       IB  rverjr  vml  ihe  uriff. 


358,181  bushels  of  com,  mostly  sent  from  North  Carolina 
and  the  ports  of  the  Chesapeake  to  Rhode  Island  alone,  in 
one  year,  is  near  one-half  of  all  the  corn  shipped  from  the 
whole  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  world  besdes,  in* 
eluding  the  great  com  markets  so  triumphantly  named  by 
that  Senator,  viz.  Great  Britain,  West  Indies,  and  South 
America.  And  I  anure  you,  air,  that  Rhode  island  re- 
ceives but  a  small  proportion  of  the  quanti^  shipped  coast- 
wise, to  feed  manufacturers  and  others  sustained  by  that 
branch  of  industry.  Sir,  the  com  growers  will  not  consi- 
der the  home  market  "contemptible;"  tbey  will  not  be- 
lieve it  a  '*  deluaion,"  when  they  feel  the  noun  substantive 
in  their  pockets.  No,  air,  they  will  pronounce  the  **  de- 
lusion" to  rest  elsewhere. 

Sir,  the  Senator  said,  and  SMd  truly,  that  for  many  years 
ftourandctnmhad  been  shipped  to  the  Eaat  from  the  grain- 
growing  States.  It  ia  true  they  did  so;  and  what  became 
of  it^  Was  it  consumed  there?  No,  sir,  the  greater  part 
was  by  them  carried  to  the  armies  of  Europe :  the  Eastern 
people  were  the  carriers;  and,  as  long  as  they  could  live 
by  tliat  trade,  tbey  conUnued  it:  that  business  having  felt- 
ed by  the  peace  of  Europe,  they  were  compelled  to  turn 
their  attention  to  otlier  pursuits.  They  Bought  out  new 
inventions.  Congress  pointed  tlic  way,  and  happily  for 
our  country,  our  whole  country,  they  commenced  manu- 
iiictures.  Not  ao  fortunate  fur  the  individuals  who  em- 
barked in  it;  for,  like  all  other  pioneers,  they  did  not  grow 
ricli,  but,  at  much  cost  and  great  labor,  have  cleared  many 
of  the  obstructions  that  obscured  the  path,  for  the  benefit 
of  tliose  who  will  succeed  them.  Sir,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
many  well  informed  men,  that  the  introduction  or  the  ma- 
nufiLcture  of  cotton  in  the  Umted  States  has  not  only  be- 
nefited us  in  a  political  view,  by  making  us  independent 
of  other  nations  for  coarse  uid  neceaaary  fabrica,  but  ia  of 
great  benefit  to  the  grower  of  cotton;  that  it  has  greatly 
expanded  the  use  and  consumption  of  that  article^  and,  by 
creaUnganother  market,  and  increasing  the  number  of  pur- 
chasers, competition  has  increased,  and  facilities  been  given 
to  the  producer  in  the  sale  of  his  cotton.  It  is  a  fact,  ad- 
mitted by  every  body,  that  a  ready  and  prompt  tale  of  any 
article  depends  on  the  demand  for  it,  and  the  number  of 
purchasers  in  the  market  If  you  wish  to  sell  your  farm 
or  plantation,  and  there  is  but  one  purchaser,  you  must 
sell  at  liis  price  and  at  his  time;  but  if  there  are  three 
purchasers,  you  will  obtain  a  fsdr  price,  and  at  your  own 
time.  This  compeUtion  of  purchuers  u  now  manifest  in 
the  cities  of  Charleston,  New  Orleans,  and  other  Southern 
markets,  in  regard  to  cotton.  Go  into  those  markets,  and 
you  there  meet  the  Englishman,  Frencdiman,  and  Ameri- 
can, competing  with  each  otlier  in  the  purcltase  of  cotton, 
expediting  the  sales,  and  adding  facilities  to  the  trade. 
Can  it  then  be  said  that  no  beneht  is  derived  to  the  grow- 
er of  cotton  by  manufacturingitintluscouDtry?.  Itseems 
to  me  it  will  not  be  denied. 

Sir,  our  market  is  now  open  to  Great  Britain  for  alltho 
finer  cotton  &brics,  which  she  will  continue  to  supply  as 
she  always  has  done  not  only  cottons;  but,  every  tlimg  ma- 
nufactured by  her.  Notwithstanding  she  takes  all  the 
cotton  she  nced^  we  still  have  to  pay  her  a  balance  in 
money.  Sir,  the  very  knives  on  our  desks,  stamped  with 
the  name  of  the  makers,  (Rogers  &  Son, )  and  inscribed  on 
Uie  bUde,  "  manufactured  for  the  Congress  of  tlie  United 
States,'.'  cost  many  bales  of  cotton;  and  when  wc  conuder 
the  quantity  and  variety  of  articles  used  and  consumed  by 
us,  and  manu&ctured  by  her,  we  need  not  be  under  any 
fear  that  Great  Britain  cannot  pay  for  the  cotton  she  pur- 
chases, uidess  we  take  coarse  cottons  manu&ctured  by  bcr 
also.  No,  sir,  she  will  always  pay  as  long  aa  you  willsup- 
ply  her  with  cotton.  The  premium  now  given  fitf  bifls 
on  l^ndon  indicates  no  alarm  on  that  point. 

Sir,  if  all  the  taxes  that  dwell  in  the  imaginations  of  gen- 
tlemen, are  paid  by  the  American  people  in  reality,  I  will 
say  tlw^  inrteMl  of  our  being  free  tram  exactions,  we  arc 
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most  cruellr  oppretsed.  Although  the  picture  presented 
by  bonor^lc  ifentlemen  is  truly  appaUii^,  yet,  ir  tbejr  *re 
ngM  in  tlwir  premisea,  the  one  Iwf  il  not  iM.  Sir,  it 
bu  been  asserted  here,  that  the  bounty  to  manufiM^urert 
of  cotton  poods  alone  is  nearly  nine  milliona  of  dollars  t 
yet  nobody  ae^  it,  nobody  feeu  it,  an^  nobody  knows  it( 
and,  if  it  had  not  been  praveiv  stated  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress,  there  is  not  a  man  in  tne  Union,  out  of  Congress, 
would  believe  U.  But,  harinj:  been  asserted  here,  it  has 
become  necessary  to  notice  it. 

Sir,  with  all  the  rhetoric  and  arithmetic  of  honorable 
gentlemen,  thejr  will  be  much  troubled  to  make  a  plain 
man  undenlana  that,  when  he  purchases  a  yard  of  cotton 
doth  fur  seven  cents,  he  pays  a  tax  of  eight  centa  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Union,  or  a  like  sum,  in  the  form  of  boun^, 
to  the  manufiicturer.  Toti  may  show  it  by  figures  anid 
prove  it  .by  argument;  but,  siiv  he  still  will  doubt,  and  will 
be  apt  to  believe  it  is  only  a  vinon  of  those  that  assert  it. 

It  is  said  two  hundred  thousand  balea  of  cotton 
were  manufactured  tn  the  United  States  the  last  yeart  and 
that  two  hundred  and  fifty  tltousand  will  be  manufactured 
the  present  yeart  but  take  two  hundred  thousand  as  the 
basis  of  calculation.  Cotton  is  protected  by  a  duty  of  three 
cents  per  pound;  estimating  it  at  three  hundred  pounds 
per  bale,  the  protection  on  the  two  hundred  tiiousand  bales 
amounts  to  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollara. 
Now,  sir,  if  the  reasoning  of  gentlemen  is  correct,  that 
every  thbg  protected  by  the  tuifT  i*  a  tax  on  the  consu- 
mer, then  tha  sum  of  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ^outd  be  aet  down  as  taxes  paid  by  the  consumer, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  cotton  grower.  Will  gentlemen  ad- 
mit that  the  grower  of  cotton  receives  one  million  eight 
hundred  tiiousand  dollars  bounty  on  every  two  hundred 
bales  of  cotton  grown  by  them?  They  must  admit  it,  upon 
their  own  principle  of  reasoning.  It  wilt  not  do  to  say 
that  one  duty  aet  down  in  the  tariff  is  a  tax  on  the  consu- 
mtT,  and  that  another,  under  like  circumstanceB,  in  the 
lame  tariff,  is  no  tax  at  all.  Sir,  take  the  corn,  ftour,  hams, 
and  other  articles  carried  to  the  manufacturing  distncta, 
and  consumed  there,  and,  estimating  the  protecting  du- 
ties as  a  tax  on  the  consumer,  it  will  amount  to  a  large 
sum,  and  tliese  should  all  be  taken  into  the  account  ifgen- 
tlemen  are  right  in  their  aigument.  It  does  seem  to  me 
there  is  great  error  in  the  doctrine  advanced  hcret  and 
the  mere  statemment  of  the  fact  shows  the  fallacy  of  the 
argument  so  strenuously  persisted  hi,  and  ttrged  with  bo 
much  eloquence. 

Sir,  intending  to  passoverthispartof  thesubjeetforthe 
present,  I  will  only  aay  that  the  consumer  now  receives 
coarse  cottons,  such  as  are  now  made  in  this  country,  and 
such  as  we  are  prepared  la  make,  at  as  low  a  pr?ce  as  they 
can  be  imported  at,  free  of  duty,  taking  into  consideration 
the  quali^  as  well  as  price,  and  estimating  a  fair  and  just 
profit  for  the  inanufiicturer,adding  the  ftei^t,commianon, 
and  charges  usually  paid  by  those  concerned  in  the  trade. 
But,  before  1  proceed  an^  further,  1  will,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, glance  at  the  navigating  interest  of'tbe  cuuntry, 
and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  sale  of  the  last 
ship  in  foreign  trade  in  Charleston,  stated  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina. 

•  We  have  had  portrayed  a  lamentable  picture  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  in  the  Southern  States.  Of  merchanU  bank- 
rupt, others  driven  from  their  business  to  other  pursuits; 
navigation  destroyedi  ship  yards  depopulated*  and  a  ge- 
neral depreauon  of  the  whole  country;  and  all  this  is 
attributed  to  the  tariff.  Yes,  sir,  the  tariff  is  the  fell  de-; 
stroyer  that  stalks  over  the  land,  and  blights  the  fairest  por- 
tion of  this  once  happy  country.  Are  these  things  so? 
Do  not  the  brilliant  and  vivid  imaginations  aC  gentlemen 
overlook  the  true  cause  of  the  dwdine  of  the  navigating 
interest  in  that  section  of  country^  Can  It  not  be  traced 
to  other  causes  than  this  patient  and  abused  tariff^  Sir, 


turn  to  our  exports*  they  hare  iDcreaaedi  to  our  im- 

Eorts,  they  have  not  dtmtnishedt  surely  the  tariff  cannot 
e  the  cause  vhy  our  mm  Bavigitioa  dm  not  had  itt  fiill 
share  of  the  business  of , our  country. 

Were  we  to  view  the  prosperi^  and  the  aecumolating 
wealth  of  the  ooUon  planter  fin-  many  year^  could  we  not 
see  some  of  those  merchants,  lured  by  the  polden  pnKi^ 
from  th«r  precarious  and  uncertain  navigation,  to  the 
more  sure  and  productive  employment  of  a  grower 
cotton^  Should  We  not  find  some  of  them  voluntarily 
participating  in  the  golden  harvest  so  bountifhlly  sbowered 
on  that  poraon  of  uie  agricultore  of  our  couatiy?  I  do 
not  know  Uie  fact,  but  gentiemen  who  do  know,  by  look- 
ing among  tbeb  finends  and  acquaintance,  may  recognise 
some  who  were  formerly  merchants,  now  planters. 

Sir,  may  we  not  fin<)  another  reason  for  the  decrease  of 
our  foreign  tonnage,  Were  we  to  consider  that,  dunng  the 
long  conflict  of  tlie  European  Powers,  we  were  the  car- 
riers not  only  of, our  own  productions,  hut  much  of  thnrs 
also;  and,  at  the  general  pacification,  when  all  Kurope 
resumed  their  proportion  of  the  navigatim,  was  it  not  a 
consequence  that  the  redundancy  of  tonnaf^  which  ve 
then  possessed  should  be  lopped  off  and  reduced  to  a  ^r 
proportion  with  the  other  nations  of  the  earth?  Sir,  it 
seems  to  me  that  here  we  discover  one  cause  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  tonnage  engaged  in  foreign  trade. 

Sir,  can  we  not  discover  another  cause  for  the  decline 
of  the  tonnage  of  Charleston,  in  the  Act  that  the  great  atj 
of  New  Tone  presents  such  inducements  and  facifities  to 
commerce,  that  it  constantly  uid  manifestiy  taxes  all  the 
other  <»ties  on  the  Atlantic  to  its  prosperity*  And  is  not 
the  gain  of  that  city  a  partial  loss  to  Charleston  ? 

Sir,  there  is  another  cause  in  my  mind.  .It  has  been  the 
policy  of  thia  nation  to  permit  the  tonnage  of  other  na- 
tions to  share  in  all  the  facilities  of  trade  given  to  our  own, 
inviting  competition  wiUi  the  world  in  carryina;'  our  pro- 
ductions to  market}  and  such  has  been  the  effect  of  this 
competition  between  the  fordjner  and  the  American,  io 
the  reduction  of  freights,  that  no  penon  can  compete  with 
the  foreign  tonnage  unless  he  sails  his  own  ship,  and  eoOi- 
maiids  and  superintends,  in  person,  the  whole  concern. 
Sir,  the  tonnage  in  foreig^i  trade  is  gradually  chan^ng 
owners;  it  is  now  concentrating  into  the  hands  of  tite  hardy 
sons  of  Neptune,  who  mount  old  ocean's  wave,  and  do  not 
fatten  on  Tokay,  Burgundy,  or  Champagne.  These  are 
becoming  the  ^ip  owners  now,  and  these  are  the  men 
who  manfiilly  contend  for  tlte  prize  with  foreign  tonnagr, 
even  against  domestic  prejudice. 

None  other  can  succcssfiilly  compete  with  the  foreign  ton- 
nage but  those  who  work  themselves,  and  practise  the  great- 
est economy  in  every  part  of  their  bunneas.  Sir,  it  is  not 
posnble  for  a  mercliant,  ntting  in  his  counting  room,  to 
compete  with  the  foreign  tonnage  having  the  same  fiwili- 
ties  that  he  has  in  every  part  of  the  buwness.  No,  nr, 
another  cdass  of  men  must  do  it,  if  it  is  done,  and  tttey  are 
now  on  the  full  tide  of  experiment,  and  I  hope  and  trust 
they  will  succeed. 

Sir,  may  we  not  find  another  Cause  for  the  decline  of 
the  navi^tion  in  the  late  arrangement  in  regard  to  the 
West  India  trade?  For  the  purpose  of  showing  bow  the  na- 
vig;atioit<of  the  country  has  been  affected  by  that  arrange- 
ment, I  will  read  an  extract  of  a  letter,  received  a  few 
days  past,  from  one  of  the  most  experienced  and  intelli- 
gent  commercial  houses  in  the  country.  It  was  commu- 
iiicated  to  me  fbr  the  purpose  of  showing  the  price  of  aah 
in  Turk'a  Island  fbr  several  years  up  to  November  or  the 
first  of  December  lastt  but  the  part  of  the  letter  t  shall 
read,  is  confined  tothe  operations  of  trade,  more  tiian  the 
price  of  salt.    I  will  read  the  extract: 

*  *  The  last  voyage  was  undertaken  and  performed  under 
the  recent  arrangement  made  by  Mr.,  AlcLane  with  the 
British  Government,  and  a  cargo  taken  <m  board,  of  our 
productions,  deemed  by  us  sufH<^ent  to  purchaiie  a  fbll 
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cargo  of  nit  often  thousand  bushpis;  we  were,  however, 
extremely  Anppointed  at  the  result  of  the  royage.  In- 
■tead  of  the  outward  can;^  bnn£:ing  four  or  fire  hundred 
dollars  more  than  the  full  cargro  of  salt  would  cost,  it 
brou^t  onlr  cnoueh  to  purchase  about  eight  thousand 
bnsheb.  Indeed,  ifwe  had  not  put  on  board  some  money 
ourselves,  and  the  captain  been  enabledto  borrow  more  of 
a  passen^r,  he  must  have  drawn  on  us  for  a  considerable 
put  of  his  or  the  voyare  been  almost  entirely  broken 

op.  Tltis  diautroui  state  oT  trade,  as  it  regards  the  sale 
«  our  own  productions,  as  we  are  informed,  grows  out 
of  pecuBar  advantage  in  the  duties  which  the  British 
bottoms,  sailli^  from  British  colonial  ports,  enjoy  over 
ours  trading  to  those  islands.  We  annex  a  statement 
of  the  principal  items  of  our  cargo,  to  show  the  reason 
why  the  British  bottom  has  the  advnitif  e  of  ours. 
We  diipped  com,  in  bass  of  two  busfaeu  each,  cost  fl  55 
Duty  at  Turk's  Island,  30  cents  per  bushel,  40 


1  95 

Sold  the  same  at  •      -      -      -     1  50 

Loss  per  ba|r,       ....  '45 

We  shipped  hunher,  which  cost  per  U.  •  913  25 
Du^  on  do.  at  T.  1  6  46 

19  71 

Loss  in  measure  5  per  cent,  (the  luAiber  had 
been  surveyed  here,  and  all  proper  allowances 
made)  <n  sale  |16,  -  •      -      •      .  80 

20  51 

Sold  the  same  at  '     ^    ■ .      ,      .      .   16  00 

LoBsperkf.  4  ^1 

We  dipped  flour,  wludi  cost  per  barrel  -  -  |i6  25 
Ditty  on  do.  at  T.  1.  - '  1  00 

7  25 

Sold  the  same  at  •---•.700 
Loss  per  barrel,  25 


"The British  bottom,  tAktng  the  above  articles  from  Nova 
Scotia,  would  be  admitted,  as  we  understand,  duty  free, 
and,  posses^ng'  the  some  advaiitages  as  our  own  bottoms 
in  our  own  porta  on  the  return  voyage,  would  make  a 
saving  business,  while  oars  would  lose  money." 

Sir,  the  contest  between  this  Government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  was  not  oidy  in  Knrd  to  the  consumption 
of  our  productions,  but  mw  who  should  carry  them  to 
market  The  British  West  Irtdian  consumed  as  much  of 
our  flour,  rice,  and  other  production^  before  the  arrange- 
ment, as  he  does  now:  we  carried  them  to  the  other 
uUnds  of  the  West  Indies,  and  from  thence  they  were 
taken  to  the  English  islands  by  others;  we  had  as  good  a 
market  at  the  otlier  islands  as  we  now  have,'  and  had  all 
the  profits  of  carrying  the  produce  to  market.  Not  so 
now— we  let  tlie  British  slups  carry  our  productions  to  the 
exclusion  of  our  own. 

Sir,  many  of  the  Senators'now  present,  who  were  here 
in  1830,  wiU  bear  witness  when  I  say  that,  when  the  bill 
anthorizing  tiie  President  to'  issue  his  pTochrnktion  on 
opening'  the  ports  of  the  West  Indies  was  under  consider- 
ation, I  stated  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  we'  were 
eagerly  purauinr  that  which  was  not  worth  possessing, 
when  we  shall  have  obtained  it;  that,  so  fiu-  as  my  con- 
stituents were  concerned,  I  had  ratlier  every  thing  should 
remajD  as  it  then  was,  than  to  change  it  for  any  Oiing  we 
should  get  from  Great  Britun.  I  also  stated  that  the  Bri- 
tUi  taluds  receired  aU  our  productions  by  a  elrcidtoua 


route,  and,  if  an^  extra  cost  was  added,  it  was  not  paid 
by  ui;  that  our  citizens  were  concerned  in  trading-houses 
at  the  other  islands,  to  whom  we  shipped  our  goods,  and 

they  sold  them,  and  had  the  profits  and  commission  for 
transacting  the  business;  that  such  was  the  ntuation  of  the 
British  colonies,  that  British  ships  could  load  in  England, 
come  to  this  country,  here  take  a  cargo  for  the  West  In- 
dies, there  take  a  cargo  of  sugar  or  other  productions, 
and  return  home;  making  three  freights  in  one  voyage. 
At  the  same  time,  our  trade  must,  from  the  nature  of 
thin^  be  confined  to  tiie  direct  trade.  I  have  seen 
nothing  since  to  alter  the  opiinon  then  expressed,  and  the 
letter  j  ust  read  goes  to  confirm  K. 

Sir,  if  we  have  not  largely  increased  the  eonsumption 
in  the  British  West  Indies  by  the  arrangement,  we  nave 
been  great  losers  by  the  bargain.  Whethw  the  West 
Indian  eats  more  now  than  he  did  before,  I  dSnot  know. 
I  believe  they  were  never  in  the  habit  of  Anting  or  allow- 
ancing themselves  in  that  particular. '  I  believe  that  much 
of  their  food  was  obtainea  from  the  United  States  then  as 
welt  as  now. 

Sir,  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  who  commands  his 
own  sliip,  and  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  b,een  engaged  in 
carryingcotton  from  Charleston  to  Great  BritMn,  toldme  it 
was  a  very  hard  and  laborious  business — the  competition 
with  foreigners  was  as  much  as  he  could  stand,  before  the 
late  arnngement)  and,  by  that  arrangement,  it  wai  eon< 
sidered  f^iUties  were  given  to  the.  British;  and  He  now 
doubted  whether  he  should  be  able  to -continue  in  the 
trade  much  longer.  Sir,  I  know  the  man — he  can  com- 
pete witii  the  British,  if  any  man  can;  and  when. he ,  sur^ 
renders,  I  shall  consider  the  business  as  lost  to  us:  there 
is  a  larger  proportion  of  foreigners  entering  the  port  of 
Charleston  than  any  other.  In  1829,  the  American  ton- 
nage entered  there  amounted  to  27,696  tons,  and  fijreign 
tonnage  to  24,473  tons.  Tlie  proportion  of  fcmt^  ton- 
nage entering  the  port  of  Savannah  was  about  8ixfy«x 
per  cent.,  and  other  ports  where  cotton  is  shipped,  in^ 
cluing  those  of  the  Missisuppi,  about  fifty  per  cent-j 
compared  with  the  American.  Here,  sir,  we  can  see  ope 
great  cause  of  the  destruction  of  the  navigation  of  South 
Carolina.  Sir,  the  owners  foi-esaw  the  consequences  that 
would  result  to  the  navigating  interest  by  the  late  arrange? 
ment;  they  knew  they  had  been  driven  from  die  Euro- 
pean trade  by  the  Europeans  themselves,  and  by  the  skilt 
and  enterprise  of  those  who  navigate  their  own  ships,  and 
so  bravely  compete  with  tlie  world.  Sir,  the  ship  owner 
of  Charieston,  hot  able  to  stand  this  competition,  had  no 
other  resource  but  to  sclt  his  ship  and  become  a  grower 
of  cotton  or  a  shipper  of  goods,  to  be  carried  by  others 
who  can  affortl  freight  at  a  less  price  ,than  himself. 

Sir,  the  merchants  of  this  countty  ,are  tKe  most  aaga> 
cious  men  of  the  nationi  the^  ^scover  their  own  hiterest 
as  readily,  and  pursue  it  as  keenly,  as  any  otber^  and 
when  they  know  a  particular  trade  is  unprofitable,  they 
abandon  it,  and  pursue  some  other — they  never  stand 
idle;  hence,  the  last  ship  in  foreign  trade  was  sold  under 
the  hammer  to  close  the  concern;  she  has  now  changed 
her  character,  and  is  seen  (enrolled  or  licensed)  bound 
coastwise,  spreading  her  sails  to  the  breeze,  laden  with 
cotton  of  her  native  snl,  n(K  only  uiitaxet^  but  protiected 
by  tiie  American  system. 

No,  sir;  so  far  from  the  Atrierican  sj'stem  being  the 
cause  of  the  decline  of  the  navigation,  it  is  the  means  of 
sustaining  it;  it  is  the  nutriment  it  feeds  on;  the  very 
thing  that  supports  the  steady  increase,  and  unexampled 
coasting  and  inland  commerce  of  our  country — a  trade  of 
far  greater  value  to  this  nation  than  tiic  foreign.  It  is 
more  extennve  than  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic:  oom- 
mencing  atEastport,  in  Maine,  continuin^^alongthe  whole 
coast,  indented  by  bays  and  navigable  nv^rs,  to  the  Gulf 
of  Me^cof  thence,  up  the  Mississippi  and  all  its  tributa- 
ries, to  the  Ukesf  thence,  exten^ng  by  the  lakes,  rivers. 
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and  cuula,  to  the  Athntic,  terminating  it  the  great  com- 
mercial emporium  of  our  cotuitry;  employing  a  great 
amount  of  tonns^,  and  diuly  increaaiug.  Sir,  this  trade 
ia  truly  Americant  American  owner*,  American  ships, 
Mid  AiDericaii  seunen.  ^  Ttie  pecuniary  conaidention  ia 
not  the  only  benefit  ariring  fhim  this  tridet  it  makei  tiie 
whole  people  acquiunted;  they  mingle  with  each  othert 
they  know  each  other;  it  wears  off  pr^udice,  and  con- 
nects every  part  of  the  Union,  and  muea  us  anei  awl, 
like  the  motto  on  the  star  spangled  banner,  emphutically 
proclaima^"  £  j^^un^unufn. 

Sir,  the  coasting  vessels  are  constantly  employed  in 
carrying  sugar,  cotton,  rice,  and  molasses,  mao  the  South, 
and  lumber,  grain,  flour,  tobacco,  and  cwl,  from  the 
Middle  States,  to  the  North  and  East,  returning  inth  cotton 
and  woollen  iabrics,  caps,  bats,  shoes,  and  other  wares,  the 

Stroductiont'Or  the  citizens  of  our  own  country,  to  pay 
or  the  productions  of  the  South,  consumed  by  the  people 
of  the  North-  The  W  est,  too,  by  the  aid  of  their  canals 
and  of  the  noblest  rivers  in  the  world,  come  in  for  their 
shai-e  in  the  exchange  of  productions.  Sir,  without  this 
trade,  our  great  navigating  interest  would  languish;  al- 
though it  might  not  totally  expire,  it  would  exhibit  a  sickly 
hue;  but,  by  the  fostering  care  of  the  American  system, 
the  navifpuion  h/a  increased,  and  will  continue  to  increase 
with  the  extennon  of  the  induatiy,  skill,  and  capital,  of 
Jbe  country. 

To  illustrate  some  of  the  advantages  of  this  trade  to  the 
whole  country,  I  will  state  that  the  small  town  of  Provi- 
dence, in  the  State  frtun  whence  I  come,  imported  for  its 
consumption  and  tlie  consumption  of  its  vicinity,  the  two 
but  year^  taken  from  the  custom>hoiue  books,  viz. 

Year  1830.  Year  1831. 

Bales  of  cotton,     -         -      45,166  55,707 

Barreb  of  flour,     -         -      68,473  71,369 

Buihelaof  oom,    -        -    358,181  316,662 

Rye.         .        -        -      16,967  7,773 

Of  tobacco  and  other  productions  of  the  Middle  States, 
and  sugar  and  molasses  from  Louisiana,  to  a  Urge  amount 
of  which  I  have  no  return,  making  an  aggregate  of  con- 
sumption of  flour  and  grain,  from  North  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, and  other  ports  of  the  Chesapeake,  greater  than  all 
the  West  Indies.  These  arc  some  of  the  advantages  of 
the  coasting  trade  and  of  tlie  domestic  industry  of  the 
country,  uaed,  supported,  and,  I  might  say,  created,  by 
the  American  system. 

There  was  also  imported  into  other  ports  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  the  W  ^ear,  30,510  bu^els  of  com,  and 
13,165  barrels  of  flour,  ni  addiUon  to  the  amount  import- 
ed into  the  port  of  Providence,  as  before  stated. 

I  do  not  say  the  whole  of  this  was  consumed  within  the 
Statcj  no  doubt  a  part  found  its  way* out,  perhaps  a  small 
quantity  to  the  West  Indies.  But  we  may  safely  estimate 
that  the  whole  amount  carried  to  the  port  of  Providence, 
was  consumed  wiUun  the  State  of  Bliode  Island. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  we  arc' great  gormandizers  if 
96,000  persons  eat  71,000  barrels  of  flour  in  a  year:  be 
it  so.  It  is  true  that  it  is  consumed,  and  also  the  grain 
stated  with  it.  Sir,  we  live  by  eating,  but  we  woA:  at 
tlie  same  timet  mkI  whoever  works  must  eat,  is  an  old 
adage.  Sir,  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  are  a  working 
people;  Uiey  look  well  to  the  ways  of  their  bouseholt^ 
and  eat  not  the  bread  of  idleness.  Sir,  I  do  not  con^ler 
this  as  any  virtue  in  us;  we  would  as  willingly  live  idle  as 
our  neighbor  of  a  more  favored  soil  and  climate,  but  we 
arc  compelled  to  work,  or  starve;  our  soil  ia  steril,  our 
climate  cold,  and  our  wants  many ;  we  must  labor  to  supply 
these  wants;  there  is  no  escape  from  it. 

Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  any  argument  to  show 
the  legality  of  a  tarifi*,  tending  to  encourage  the  domestic 
manuncturcs  of  the  country;  that  question  has  been  so 
ably  discusMd,  and  the  principle  of  cDcoungenieut  acted 


on  by  almost  every  Congress  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  and  ao  often  recommended  by  sll  the  Presi- 
dents,  from  General  Waahington  down  to  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  that  I  am  suisfied  in  believing  it  con- 
stitutional. Hr.  Jefferson,  who  seems  to  be  the  idol  of 
the  day,  not  only  in  his  official  capacity,  reciNninended 
the  introduction  of  manufactures,  but  in  bis  private  cor- 
respondence avowed  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  we 
should  place  the  manufacturer  by  the  aide  of  the  farmer, 
and  no  longer  depend  on  foreigners  to  supply  us  with  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life.  Were  we  to  took  into 
the  history  of  the  introduction  of  manuActiires  in  this 
country,  we  should  leant  they  were  at  all  times  considered 
of  great  importance  in.«  national  viewi  the  veiy  first  tariff 
adopted  under  the  present  cdnstitutioo  was,  among  other 
things,  avowedly  for  the  encouragement  of  manuueture*4 
petitions  were  presented  to  Congress  from  the  mechanica 
and  manufacturers  of  Baltimore,  and  from  the  tradesmen 
and  manufacturers  of  Boston,  praying  Congress  to  protect 
them,  and  praying  for  an  impontion  of  such  dutiea  on  all 
foreign  artidea  miich  can  be  made  in  America,  aa  will 
give  a  juat  anddedded  preferrace  to  the  hdwra  of  ear 
country,  llieae  were  taken  into  connderation  by  Con- 
grcsib  and  a  cmnndttee  was  ordered  to  bring  In  a  bill  tor 
the  encouragement  and  promotion  of  such  manufactures 
as  would  tend  to  render  the  United  States  iedepcndcDt  of 
other  nations.  And  what  ia  demred  now?  Nothing  more 
than  a  continuance  of  the  system  of  encouragement  and 
protection  to  those  instttutiona  reared  into  bemg  by  your 
acts,  and  by  the  wiadom  of  those  who  once  occupiea  the 
places  we  now  possess.  This  is  all  that  is  asked — it  ia  all 
that  is  wished  orMesired. 

Sir,  it  is  said  the  tariff  of  1824  had  two  distinct  fea- 
tures, revenue  and  protection.  It  had  ao;  and  aa  far  as 
we  have  seen  the  result,  it  has  answered  the  expecution 
of  its  friends;  the  industry  of  the  country  has  been  pro- 
moted in  the  manufiicture  of  cme  article,  and  the  revenue 
increased  by  the  consumption  of  another.  The  consump- 
tion of  those  that  increased  the  revenue,  was  not  confined 
wltolly  to  one  district,  but  was,  in  tome  degree,  gen«al 
throughout  the  whole  country;  but  the  greatest  increase 
of  consumption  is  at  the  manufacturing  establishments; 
many  are  enabled  to  purchase  and  consume  articles  pay- 
ing duties  who  could  not,  were  they  not  employed  in  the 
huuneas  of  manufiusture.  Sir,  the  manufactures  of  our 
country  supply  the  coarse  cottons  aa  cheap  aa  they  can  be 
flirnished  to  us  from  the  workshop  of  any  foreign  country, 
even  without  a  tariff.  Coarse  cottons  are  now,  and  have 
been,  sold  here  at  six  and  one-fourth  cents  per  yard,  and 
can  be  had  to  any  amount  from  that  sum  to  seven,  seven 
and  a  half,  and  eight  cents  per  yard,  of  a  good  quality. 
It  is  generally  admitted,  where  prejwlice  is  not  triumph- 
ant, that  cotton  cloth,  manufactured  in  this  country,  is 
superior  to  that  produced  in  anv  other.  It  has  more  of 
the  raw  material  in  it,  and  of  a  better  qualUy,  and  is  ac^ 
at  about  the  aame  price. 

I  know  it  w0  be  asked,  why  need  a  tariff  to  'protect  or 
encourage  the  manufacture  of  cotton,  if  we  can  compete 
with  the  world?  The  answer  is,  to  secure  a  market 
Give  a  ready  market  for  our  productions,  and  we  can  work 
cheaper,  and  sell  at  a  less  price,  than  they  can  be  sold  at 
in  a  sluggish  or  dull  market.  It  is  pUin  to  Uie  understand- 
ing of  every  body,  that,  if  you  cannot  sell  your  produc- 
tion*, but,  for  the  wantof  purchasers,  are  obliged  to  ke^ 
them  on  band  One,  two^  or  three  years,  they  cannot  be 
made  so  cheap  as  when  the  producer  or  manufacturer  can 
have  a  quick  and  ready  sale.  If  you  have  no  market  for 
your  productions,  you  must  stop  producing.  To  turn  his 
goods  into  money,  or  such  things  as  he  needs  to  cany  on 
bis  business,  is  the  great  object  of  the  manu£wtureri  it 
enables  liim  to  pursue  his  business  at  a  much  less  rate  per 
cent,  profil,  than  if  he  were  obliged  to  keep  them  on  hand 
several  months  before  Jie  can  ■ell  them.  Th^  will  not 
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come  to  the  ponenioo  <tf  the  coniumer  iit  less  price 
by  a  slow  ana  tardy  ulei  but^  to  afford  the  manufacturer 
a  living  bunnetsi  the  price  will  be  enhanced  in  conae* 
quence  of  the  slow  sale.  And  ttus  ia  the  whole  mysteiy 
why  a  tariff  is  neceasary  to  make  the  article  come  to  the 
consumer  aX  the  least  pouible  price.  By  excluding  the 
foreic^n  article,  you  malce  a  marVet  for  the  domestic)  and* 
by  making  a  market  for  the  domestic,  you  encourage  com- 
petition; and  competitimi  has,  and  will  redime  the  price 
tothecraiaumerj  to  the  lowest  turn  it  can  be  produced  fiir 
here  or  elsewhere.  The  effect  of  the  tariff  on  coarse  cot- 
tons has  gircQ  us  the  whole  market  of  our  country;  tliis 
has  produced  the  competition  among  our  citizens,  and  the 
article  has  been  made  and  sold  at  the  lowest  posuble  price 
it  ean  be  made  for  in  any  country.  By  the  manufacture  of 
tlus  article,  it  has  enabwd  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
to  cmsome  the  fine  cottons,  silks,  ribbons,  and  other 
Srewgawi^  Rotmadein^iseountiy,  and  subject  to  duties; 
fieiice  the  inereaae  of  the  rerenue:  and  every  article  the 
country  ia  prepared  to  numifkcture  can  be  produced  or 
made  here,  and  will  be  at  as  low  a  price  as  it  can  be  fur- 
nished to  us  from  any  part  of  the  worid.  Such  is  the  ef- 
fect of  competition,  that  the  coiuumer  will  always  be  able 
to  obtain  it  at  the  lowest  price  it  can  be  afforded  at 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  protection  transmutes  the  duty  into  a 
bounty  to  the  manufieturer.  lliis  will  not  apply  to  the  ma- 
nufactures of  coarse  cottons.  Protection  to  them  does  not 
transmute  the  duty  to  a  bounty  for  their  benefit,  not  to  any 
other  branch  of  manu&cture,  where  the  market  cui  be  sup- 
plied with  the  domestic  artiiJe.  The  whole  experience  of 
our  countiy  is  to  the  contrary.  Weknow,  bytheaidofUie 
tariff,  riwe%  boots,  and  hats  have  lowered  in  price,  and 
the  domestic  coarse  cottons  have  driven  out  of  the  market 
the  foreiini,  and  the  domestic  is  purchased  at  as  low  a 
price  as  the  foreign  can  be  imported  at,  and  lower  than  we 
should  have  obtwnCd  the  foreign,  had  not  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  been  introduced  into  this  country.  If  we  had 
never  been  manu&cturers,  cotton  fabrics  would  have  com- 
manded the  same  price  here  as  they  now  do  in  South 
America,  and  probably  more;  for  our  market,  as  well  as 
that,  must  hare  been  supplied.  What  would  have  induced 
Great  Britain  to  sell  us  her  goods  at  a  less  price  than  she 
could  obtain  for  them  in  other  ports  of  the  world?  She 
would  not  have  done  so.  It  is  the  domestic  manufacture 
cnly  that  has  cheapened  the  articles  in  our  market;  and 
break  down  the  domestic  manufiLcture,  and  cotton  goods 
will  immediately  advance  in  price.  With  these  fitcto  be- 
fore our  eyes,  and  operating  on  ^1  our  senses,  we  are 
gravely  tc^  here  that  the  whole  country  is  taxed  to  the 
nisoaot  of  eight  w  nine  milUoiu  of  dirflan,  for  the  bone* 
fit  of  cottui  manufitcturera.  Why  is  it  tiut  gentlemen 
perait  in  error,  when,  iftber^  willtakethe  trouble  to  step 
into  any  of  the  ^ops  of  this  taXy,  their  own  senses  will  con- 
vince them  that  they  are  laboring  under  a  great  and  pal- 
pable deluuon? 

Sir,  the  town  of  Providence  imported,  the  last  ^ear, 
from  the  Southern  States,  55,707  bales  of  cotton;  estimat- 
ing it  atSOO  lbs.  per  bide,  it  would  pay  a  duly  of  ^1,363, 
if  inqKVted  from  Bra»],  or  any  foreign  porL  Now,  «r, 
tocorfi^  to  the  argument  advanced  liere,  the  town  of 
Providence  pays  the  sum  of  $501,363  as  a  bounty  to  the 
planter  of  cotton.  Is  this  so.'  figures  show  it;  and  what- 
ever can  be  demonstrated  by  figures,  must  be  true;  so  say 
gentlemen.  But  we  all  know  the  fact  is  not  so;  and  yet 
this  statement  is  based  on  the  same  principle  as  the  one 
read  by  the  Senator  from  Soutii  Carolina,  concerning  a 
Biaoufactoring  establishment  in  New  Hampshire;  ana  if 
that  is  true,  this  ia  also.  >But,  sir,  I  contend  they  are 
both  errors;  though  I  believe  it  was  adnutted  by  that  state- 
ment, tiiat  the  duty,  though  nonuoally  eight  and  a  quar- 
ter cents,  was,  in  fact,  but  three.  This  is  also  an  error. 
The  duty,  under  existing  circumstances,  amounts  to  a 
prohibition  of  the  article,  bat,  if  it  were  hnported,  would 
Vol..  VIU.— 25 


pay  to  the  aoMunt  of  the  du^;  and,  were  it  aot  fat  Ae 
domestic  coouietition,  would  advance  the  price  to  tht 
consumer,  to  tne  amount  of  the  du!^.  But  the  power  ^ 
competition  has  reduced  the  price  to  the  lowest  sum  it  can 
be  made  for,  here  or  elsewhere;  consequently,  the  duty 
does  not  affect  the  price.  )t  is  competition  of  our  own 
manufacturers  that  oas  lowered  the  price  of  cotton  cloth, 
in  the  suae  way  that  an  increased  production  of  cotton  has 
reduced  tiie  price  of  that  article. 

Sir,  I  am  willing  to  place  tbe  wh<^  question  up<m  the 
fiuit  tliat  coarse  cottons  are  made  and  s«ud  here  as  cheap 
as  they  can  be  imported  for,  of  equal  quality,  and  free 
of  duty,  and  to  put  it  on  that  ground  alone;  and  if  It 
cannot  be  sustained,  let  it  fidl.  I  will  not  call  to  iny  aid 
other  advantages  to  our  country,  by  blowing  an  increas- 
ed consumption  agrieuhurat  products^  and  also  the  finest 
consumption  of  the  com  of  North  Carolina,  of  .nour 
andooalof  Vuginia,  and  the  eottm  and  rice  of  the  man 
Southern  States,  by  the  encouragement  of  manufiMtiucs. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  show  that  New  England  alone  con- 
sumes more  of  their  bread  stuffs  than  QmX.  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  and  that,  if  you  destrc^  manufactures, 
you  destroy  the  greatest  and  best  market  for  those  pro- 
ductions. No^  sir,  I  will  leave  all  these  considerations  out 
of  the  question,  and  place  it  on  the  chaapnesa  of  the  arti- 
cle manuftctured,  taking  into  connderatKHi  the  quality  of 
the  article  as  well  as  the  price. 

Sir,  it  will  be  admitted  by  all,  even  by  the  ooUon  grow- 
er, that  cloth,  made  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  or  other 
cotton  of  our  country,  will  wear  much  longer  than  cloth, 
of  equal  texture,  made  of  the  India  cotton:  we  say  it  wiU 
endive  one-quarter  more  service,  at  a  moderate  calcuUp 
tion,  than  the  other,  and,  of  couise,  should  bring  one- 
quarter  more  price,  and  then  it  will  be  dieaper  to  the 
consumer  than  that  made  of  the  India  production;  but  it 
is  sold  at  about  the  same  price.  We  ou^t  also  to  take 
into  consideration  the  price  of  making  the  garment;  for, 
if  three  shirts,  made  or  domestic  cotton,  last  as  long  as  four 
made  of  the  forogn,  you  save  the  making  of  one  as  weU 
as  one-fourth  part  of  the  cloth— and,  with  ui^  the  expense 
of  maUng  ia  more  than  the  coat  <iS  the  dqtb>  The  do- 
mestic article  is  now  selling  at  from  six  and  a  quarter  to 
seven  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  containing  about  one 
pound  of  cotton  to  four  and  a  half  yards  of  doth,  and  will 
be  less  tbe  coming  season,  for  much  will  be  sold  at  less 
than  cost.  Sir,  it  is  estimated  that  one-fourth  part  of  all 
the  cotton  grown  in  the  United  States  the  last  year  wiU 
be  manufactured  in  this  country  the .  present  year:  ma 
such  will  be  the  power  of  competition,  that  the  manumo- 
t»ired  article  must  and  will  fiJl  ui  price,  and  be  lower  in 
the  market  than  it  has  been  in  previous  yean.  And  if  it 
can  be  satisfactorily  abown  that  cottons  are  sold  as  low 
here  as  they  can  be  imported  for,  free  of  duty,  1  do  hope 
the  cotton-growing  States  will  not  ianst  that  the  duty  on 
coarse  cottons  is  a  tax  on  the  consumer,  nor  attribute  all 
their  depression  to  the  tariff. 

Sir,  1  understood  the  Senator  from  North  Carobna  to 
say  that  this  system  gave  the  manuftcturing  States  more 
benefits  than  Great  BritMn  received  from  her  colome^ 
and  that  British  cotton  goods  paid  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  only  in  Canatb,  when  the  people  of  the  South 
paid  eight  aiul  a  quarter  cents  per  yard  to  the  Northern 
manufacturer.  Isthisa  right  view  of  tbeaubject.'  Is  there 
no  distinction  in  the  cases?  Are  the  cases  parslleU  It 
has  already  been  shown  that  the  competitioo  has  deatnqr- 
ed  the  effect  of  the  tariff  in  regard  to  tbe  increansg  of 
the  price,  and,  therefore,  the  Southern  States  are  not  tax- 
ed as  higli  as  Great  Britain  tssea  her  colonies.  Great 
Britain  receives  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  cottons 
sent  to  her  colonies,  and  we  send  ours  to  the  Southern 
States  without  any  duty  whatever.  The  Soutli  pays  no 
more  tax  on  our  fabrics  than  we  pay  on  thrir  cottuii  tbey 
hare  the  one  free  of  duty,  and  we  thfe  other.   What  is  the 
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tex  the  cdknuei  pay  on  cotton  goods  fhHn  other  pUce» 
dum  Great  Britun }  Sufficient  to  amount  to  a  {irohibition. 
Bir,  we  lupply  North  Carolina  with  a  better  article,  free 
of  duty,  than  she  oan  obtain  elsewhe^  for  the  same  price, 
and  take  her  com  and  other  productions  in  payi  we  ask 
her  for  no  money.  If  Great  Britain  supplies  her  vrith 
cottons  at  the  same  prioe,  she  will  not  take  her  com  or 
lumber,  but  most  have  her  gold;  and  now  we  are  told 
that  &e  people  of  North  Ca^na  are  taxed  eij^ht  and  a 
<{aarter  cents  per  yard  fbr  our  cottons,  and  ;are  grow- 
big  poorer  ana  poorer,  whilst  they  work  harder  and 
harder.  Sir,  let  us  look  at  this  trade  mth  North  Cartdina; 
let  us  examine  it  thoroughly  and  furlyj  let  us  go  to  the 
merchants  at  PayetteriUe,  Waihington,  Wilonngton,  and 
O^kcr  cfHnmercialtowpsof  that  State*  and  inquire  of  them 
how  ^  trade  is  carried  on— how  th^  pay  for  the  cotton 
mods  they  purduae  from  the  North.  They  win  tell  you 
UiBt  every  tcskI,  laden  with  cotton  &brics,  arriving  at 
their  ports,  takes  back  lumber,  com,  tar,  turpentine, 
hams,  and  other  productions  of  North  Carolina.  Sir,  ask 
them  if  they  pay  a  tax  of  eight  cents  per  y^ard,  and  they  will 
not  anderttand  your  question;  they  will  point  to  their 
goods,  and  say,  the  prices  <^  these  wore  six,  seven, 
and  eight  cento  p«  yard,  therefore,  the  duty  or  tax 
on  them  ooold  not  be  d^t  cents.  This  would  be  tlieir 
reply. 

Sir,  if  wc  now  and  then  get  a  few  bams  from  Virginia  or 
North  Cardlma,  we  consider  them  a  great  luxury  i  we  de- 
vour them  when  necessary  for  our  suntenance,  and  do  not 
stop  to  inquire  whether  we  pay  a  duty  of  three  or  more 
eeotfl  per  pounds  although  they  are  set  down  in  the  tariff 
aa  a  protected  arficle. 

Sir,  if  the  gentlenmAiKn.  North  Carolina  will  make  the 
Inquiry  of  hitconstituento  concerned  in  the  trade  with  tlie 
Eastem  States^  and  if  they  do  not  inform  him  that,  so  &r 
from  its  being  a  lo«ng  or  injurious  trade  to  North  Caro- 
lina, but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  otherwise,  then,  sir,  I 
will  not  only  acknowled^  my  error,  but  I  will  unite  with 
him  in  modi^ing  the  tariff  so  as  to  secure  a  just  and  pro- 
per  reciprocity  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the  co«nlry.  I 
will  do  it  now.  To  promote  the  general  welfare  and  in- 
jure none,  is  my  aim;  it  is  all  I  desire,  and  all  I  ask.  Bir, 
I  know  we  are  great  consumers  of  the  productions  of 
North  Carolina;  1  know  it  by  experience;  I  had  occasion 
to  use  many  boards  and  other  timbM-  of  North  Carolina 
the  season  past.  Sir,  a  paper  now  lies  before  me,  con- 
taining the  official  Kctum  of  all  the  lumber  brought  to  the 
port  of  Proridenee  the  last  year,  irtiich  Aams  a  verv  Urge 
quantity  of  the  hard  pine  of  North  Can^na  in  tiie  list.  I 
know,  nr,  that  large  quantities  of  com,  tar,  and  other 

froductions  of  that  State,  are  brought  to  our  market,  and 
do  hope,  sir,  that  this  trade  and  intercourse  among  our 
citizens  will  be  permitted  to  remain;  that  it  will  increase 
and  grow  more  and  more  for  their  mutual  benefit.  For 
all  concerned  know  that  they  pay  no  tax  on  the  cotton 
Boodi  received  of  us,  and  that  wc  pay  no  du^  on  the  pro- 
ductions recrived  of  themt  that  it  u  a  trade  of  perftct  re- 
dproci^  and  freedom. 

Sir,  ttiis  thing  called  tndie  ia  so  interwoven  with  the 
f^ricohure,  manufactures,  and  navigation  of  the  country, 
that  I  will  not  pretend  to  follow  it  in  all  its  ranuBcations. 
It  is  enough  to  know  tliat  each  itiKiulates  and  promotes  the 
o&cr;  tliat,  by  aiding  and  encoimging  the  one,  youasmst 
the  odiert  in  the  same  manner  as  a  North  Carolina  pUn- 
ter,  when  growing  oocn  to  feed  the  manufacturer,  is  wear- 
ing  the  cotton  cloth  and  ooMoming  the  product  of  the  ma- 
nimetureri  and  4te  manuficturer,  when  making  the  same 
cloth,  is  eating  the  com  of  the  planter.  In  tiiis  way  they 
are  mutually  benefited;  each  a  producer,  and  each  a  con- 
•umert  and  both  eotwumers  and  both  producers;  no  taxes 
paid  by  either,  nor  any  money  needed  in  the  exchange  of 
their  commodities.  One  receives  a  fair  equivalent  for  his 
gnin^  the  other  for  Us  cloth-,  the  whole  hannomously  go- 


ing on,  and  would  so  continue,  were  it  not  fbr  some  aii^u- 
larand  fatal  delurioi^  riveted  on  the  minds  of  intelfigent 
and  honorable  men,  who  pursue  theories,  and  not  the  com- 
mon and  practical  transactions  of  life. 

Sir,  why  should  we,  by  our  tegislationf  destroy  this 
great  branch  of  the  industry  of  our  country  ?  Nursed  into 
being  by  the  Oovernment^  cherished  by  every  admiiustra- 
tion,  and  now  in  the  full  tide  of  suecessful  experunent. 

Sir,  are  ventlemen  desirous  of  hasteiring  wretchedness^ 
misery,  and  want?  of  nuning  those  now  possessed  of  a 
competency,  and  of  reducing  them  to  poverty^  to  drive 
fenrialea  from  useful  and  proper  employment,  and  clul- 
dren  to  beg  in  the  streeto?  and  that,  too,  without 
benefiting  any  part  of  the  country.  For  after  our  manu- 
f«cturep»  are  ruined,  the  prices  will  be  enhanced.  We 
Shan  have  no  domestic  competitor^  and  must  pay  the 
price  the  foreigner  pleases  to  tax  us  wiA}  and  for  what^ 
Why,  that  others,  in  a  distant  land,  may  receive  the  bene- 
fits denied  to  our  own  citizens. 

Sir,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  pause,  to  reflect,  before 
they  take  the  fatalstep  that  will  brinpf  ruin  and  dismay  on 
so  urge  a  portion  of  the  community  in  which  we  live.  I 
do  hope  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  himself 
will,  on  reflection,  withdraw  his  proposition.  I  will  not 
sa;|rthe  original  resolution,  taken  to  the  tetter,  is  precisely 
as  it  should  be;  perhaps  some  modification  would  be  well, 
keeping  in  view  the  great  principle  of  encouraging  the 
industry  of  the  country,  without  taxing  any  for  the  bene- 
fit of  another.  Hy  rule  ia,  protect  your  own  citizens 
from  the  cupidity  and  injurious  actions  of  fordgners,  and 
thereby  promote  the  interest  and  happiness  of  our  own 
country. 

Sir,  what  do  we  sak?  Notfiing  but  the  privilege  of 
earning  a  living  by  the  sweat  of  the  face.  We  say  ttt 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  take  our  manu- 
factures at  the  price  others  will  make  them  atf  give  us, 
in  exchange,  your  com,  flour,  hams,  or  bacon,  lumber, 
and  what  else  you  have  to  spare.  We  ask  tat  no  money. 
To  the  cotton-growing  States,  send  us  your  cotton  to  spin ; 
we  will  pay  you  in  cloth  at  a  fair  price — at  a  reduced 
price.  We  witt  dd  in  the  oierease  of  consumption  of 
your  staple  production,  and  aasist  to  keep  a  firm  and 
steady  market  for  it  throughout  the  world.  Of  Pennsyl- 
vania, we  ask,  in  exchange,  coal  and  other  productions  of 
her  soil  and  manufactures;  but,  above  all,  ^ve  us  cra); 
we  could  not  obtain  tlie  half  we  needed  the  last  year;  in- 
crease your  diligence,  and  grant  us  more  coal.  To  the 
West,  we  say,  send  us  your  productions,  and  take  our  cot- 
ton; we  luve  tasted  largely  of  yoar  pork  and  hams;  send 
us  lead,  copper,  furs,  peltry,  buck  noras  and  skins,  buf- 
falo robes,  (and  a  few  tongues,  ifyou  have  them  to  spare,) 
cattle,  hom  tips,  and  hides;  wool,  as  much  as  you  please; 
in  short,  any  ^ing  you  grow  or  raise,  and  you  shall  have 
cotton  shirts,  checks,  and  prints,  quantity  and  price  to 
yourheart's  content.  Turn  your  attention  toratsingmad- 
der;  the  growth  of  it  is  well  adapted  to  your  sdl  and  cli- 
mate; you  will  find  it  a  profitable  culture,  and  H 
always  command  a  ^ood  price  in  the  market.  Much  is 
now  used,  and  more  is  wanted.  All  that  we  have  b  im- 
ported ftoTA  Europe;  I  believe  mostly  from  France  and 
Holland. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  something  of  free  trade,  of  the 
free  trade  of  Great  Britain.  It  has  been  so  long  asserted, 
that  many  persons  do  verily  believe  that  the  ports  of  all 
her  possessions  are  open  to  all  the  world,  duty  free;  tiiat 
she  takes  beef,  pork,  grain,  whiskey,  and  flour,  for  her 
productions,  at  all  times.  Whatever  we  may  think  here 
of  her  free  trade,  the  practioel  merchant  and  navigator 
know  it  is  otherwise,  wliat  was  the  practice  of  England 
in  the  infancy  of  her  manufactures?  Did  she  open  her 
market  to  all  the  world,  and  admit,  duty  free,  goods 
nmilar  to  those  of  her  own  manu&cture,  at  a  time  when 
they  were  struggling  for  existence?  N<^  rir;  she  secured 
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■nd  protected  them  ^Miwt  foreigfn  cmnpetition  until  the 
excelled  the  world  in  the  art  of  muraracturin^,  and,  by 
the  fjrBtem  protection,  she  urired  at  her  present  itate 
of  p^fection.  Does  she,  erai  now,  extend  the  syatem  of 
free  trade }  Does  she  not  tsix  til  sUk  stuffs  imported  into 
her  dominions  thirty  per  cent,  and  cottons  twentr  per 
cent.,  uid  to  many  m  ner  coloniea.to  the  amount  of  pro- 
hibition; Is  this  free  trade?  Will  the  at  tlOs  time  sell 
her  best  machinery,  and  permit  it  to  pass  out  of  her  do- 
■unNna?  She  knows  ^e  excels  in  this,  and,  by  that  ex- 
cellence, she  ia  able  to  compete  with  the  world  in  her 
nunubctures.  Sir,  we  hare,  by  numerous  experiments, 
much  coat,  great  labor,  and  lon^  practice,  rivtUed  her  in 
»  few  articles,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Govern- 
nientf  and  without  that  fosterki^  care»  we  never  could 
haveaueoecded.  Our  enterpriwur  dtiaeni  would  have 
fiUJcj)  beneath  the  skill,  capital,  and  eupitUty  of  a  foreifp 
rirat  Extend  your  protection  to  other  branches  of  in- 
dui(iy,and  we  shaU  exp«ience  riinlar  results.  What 
has  brea  done  in  the  most  ingenious  and  intticate  branch 
of  maau&cture,  can  be  acecMnplished  in  a  more  simple 
and  leSB  f»>mplicated  form.  Slull,  capital,  and  enterprise 
ewt  in  abundance,  and  need  only  the  aid  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  riv«  them  life  and  action-  This  has  been  the 
p<riicy  or  Great  Britain,  and  ia  ber  pt^^  now,  in  r^rd 
to  all  manufacturea  in  which  the  ooes  mit  excel  so  as  to 
rival  the  wwld. 

Sir,  what  is  the^itemof  France?  Bonaparte,  by  pro- 
htbitiona  and  premiums,  gare  activity  to  manu6u:tiires; 
the  ctHOsequence  is,  that,  instead  of  importing  IVtnn  Great 
Britain,  and  becoming  subsidiaty  to  her,  die  now  manufkc- 
.  bircs  for  beraelf.  Although  her  machinery  is  imperfect, 
when  omnpared  until  Great  Btitun,  yet  Francesopplies  her 
own  countrymen  with  the  articles  they  need.  She  im- 
p(»tB  cotton  to  Havre,  thenoe  it  is  conveyed  over  land  to 
Alsace,  440  miles,  there  manufactund,  and  sent  in  cara- 
vans to  Paris,  upwards  of  400  nules.  (A  canal,  part  of 
the  way,  baa.  Utterly,  I  believe,  been  made.)  Notwith- 
atandii^  all  these  obstructions  and  inconveniences,  she  still 
believes  it  for  her  interest  to  manu&cture  for  hmel^  and 
will  coBtinne  to  do  so,  notwilbttan^ng  she  m^t  pur- 
chase at  a  leas  price  of  her  neig^ibor.  Then  why  should 
we  not  pursue  the  same  policy  other  nations  have  deemed 
wise  and  good  for  them?  Are  we  so  much  wiser  than  our 
contemporaries  as  to  believe  tbey  do  not  manage  their 
concerns  for  their  best  interest,  and^that  a  contrary  policy 
would  be  better  for  us?  Should  we  be  of  that  opinion, 
we  may  &nd,  perhaps,  when  too  late,  we  have  been  un- 
AxT  a  ntal  delusiont  that  the  system  of  encouraging  the 
■ndttftiy  of  our  own  people  in  preference  to  that  of 
lorrigner%  is  the  true  American  system,  and  ahooM  not 
be  abandoned. 

Sir,  this  system  has  caused  many  improvements  in  the 
mechanic  arts  with  us.  Most  of  the  improvements  in 
machinenr  in  England,  as  well  as  in  this  country,  have 
been  made  by  mechanics  and  those  who  superintend  its 
operations.  Perceiving  faults,  they  have  invented  means 
of  correcting  them.  Great  improvements  in  tiie  power 
loom  have  been  made  in  tlus  country;  the  adaptation  of  it 
to  the  weaving  of  bed  tick,  the  great  dendentum  with 
manu&cturers,  was  first  soccetrfiiTly  applied  here,  which 
haa  reduced  the  article  to  nearly  the  price  that  was  for- 
merly pven  for  wearing  it.  It  ia  now  sold  at  a  less 
price  oian  it  ever  was  before,  or  ever  could  have  been 
without  the  aid  of  the  power  loom.  The  rt^ng  temple, 
almost  a  self-moving  macUne,  was  lately  invented  here, 
and  if  unknown  in  England.  The  drAaer  and  fimdier,  a 
machine  of  great  utili^,  and  indispensable  in  a  modem 
fiustory,  and  now  used,  not  only  in  this  countiy,  but  in 
England,  was  invented  and  made  here.  The  cotton  picker, 
also,  is  of  our  invention,  a  great  labor-saving  machine, 
and  perfenna  the  work  of  a  hundred  hands.  The  ma- 
diine  Ibr  making  naili^  unifnUed  in  nwfidnea^  was  abo 


invented  in  tfab  eoontry,  and  haa  redneod  tlie  article  of 
nails  more  than  fifty  per  cent. 

Sir,  another  raactune,  for  makiiw  hats,  of  great  utiU^, 
rimple  in  its  form,  was  unknown  ana  unthougfat  of  until  the 
in^nuity  and  invention  of  a  practical  mechanic  first  con- 
ceived, matured,  brought  forth,  and  ushered  it  into  the 
worid  forthe  benefit  of  man.  So  great  ia  its  power  and 
efficacy  in  the  aaving  of  manual  labor,  that  tbe  price  oX 
the  article  oa  which  it  openitea  has  been  reduced  nfty  per 
cent,  and,  in  a  short  time,  when  the  patent  right  matt 
cease,  will  still  be  lower.  Ttua  machine  has  also  stolen 
its  way  to  the  British  empire,  and  is  now  sending  ftuth 
bats  of  English  wool  and  manufiu:ture,  which  are  shipped  to 
this  countiy  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  sold  here  to  the 
^reat  iiyuiy  of  our  wool  growers  and  manu&cturers,  and 
m  violation  of  the  patenteid  right  of  the  inventor.  Sir,  if  - 
the  Government  had  not  encouraged,  and  in  aome  degree 
protected,  manufiu^tures,  is  it  probable  that  tiieae  tm- 

Erovements  would  have  boen  seen  ot  known  by  ua.  At 
sast,  they  would  never  have  been  in  use  here.  But,  fortu- 
nately, other  councils  prevailed;  they  were  encouraged) 
they  were  protected;  and  we  are  reuing  tlie  benefits  of 
their  wisdom.  Sir,  this  is  an  age  of  in^uorcBeiiti  we 
see  it  around  us  in  eveiy  fom;  utd  ahall  we  ituid  idl^ 
shut  our  eyes,  f^  our  hands,  and  not  partidpate  ia  itf 
I  hope  not.  I  trust  not  But  that  the  wwk,  so  gloriously 
begun,  mil  go  on,  and  that  the  time  may  come  when  the 
representatives  of  Virpnia,  here  upon  tlus  floor,  shall  be 
wUling  to  confeas  that  on  yonder  hilla  our  &ther  feeds 
his  floek,  and  that  the  shuttle  and  the  loom  shall  be  heard 
from  tbe  majeatic  Ohio,  along  tbe  banks  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, even  unto  the  Atliknti& 

Mr.  GRDNDY  expressed  an  intention  of  lbUowii«  hi 
tbe  discussion;  but,  as  the  hour  was  kte^^he  moved  nst 
die  Senate  take  up,  informally,  the  Jmnt  reiduliona  just  , 
received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  respecting 
the  approaching  removal  of  Washington's remuns. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL,  before  this  motion  was  put,  bened 
leave  to  make  some  inquiries  of  the  gentlemao  nooi 
Rlude  Island,  who  had  bst  addressed  Ute  Senate,  aa  to 
the  aouroe  of  ione  itatistics  refferred  to  in  Ua  renuka. 
He  irished  to  Imto  Grrai  what  source  the  tnfbmwtfon  wai 
obtained,  by  the  3enati»«  from  Bhode  Island  and  Keotud^. 
of  the  amount  and  descriptions  of  products  imparted  coast- 
wise into  Providence  fi^m  Norm  Carolina.  'He  could, 
then,  from  the  same  source,  perhaps,  learn  whatproducts 
were  brought  into  North  Carolina,  ham  Bhode  Mand. 
There  were  no  papers  before  bun  where  wdt  itatiiticil 
beta  could  be  found. 

Mr.  KNIOHT  referred,  fbrthe  Muree  of  thb  InfiimMb- 
tion,  to  a  certificate  in  hts  posscsMon,  from  the  ooUector 
of  the  port  of  Proridence. 

Mr.  CLAY  stud  that  authentic  mercentile  records  had 
been  kept  in  some  of  tiie  principal  p(»ta,  which  be  had 
used  as  atithoriQ',  finding  them  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  that  the  informatiau  he  sought 
could  not  be  obtained  from  these  sources. 

WASHINGTOiN'S  REMAINS- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAT,  the  Senate  inoceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  following  j<Hnt  resolutions  from  the 
House: 

.  Aeaohed  by  the  Senate  and  Bnate  of  Sqareaentaiive$t 
That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Sp«Jcer  of  the  House 
of  Mepresentativea  be  hereby  autborued  to  make  appli- 
cation to  John  A.  Washington  of  Mount  Venum,  and  to 
George  W.  F.  Custis,  grandson  of  Mrs.  Washington,  tar 
the  remains  of  Martha  Wastungton  to  be  removed  and  de* 
posited  in  the  capttol  at  Wa^ington  city,  at  the  same  time 
with  thoae  of  her  late  consort,  Geoi^  Washington,  and, 
if  leave  be  obtained,  to  take  measures  accordingly. 

Boohed  by  the  Senate  md  Bmte  of  Rmttmt^wee, 
That  the  Prwdent  of  the  Vmted  States  the  jud|c»  of 
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tbe  Supreme  Court,  'Chiriei  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  Jamei 
HadUon,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treaauiy,  of 
War,  and  of  the  Nary,  the  Foitmnater  General,  the  At- 
ttwney  General,  and  the  relatives  of  th«r  fanuly  of  George 
Wadungton,  be  invited  to  attend  at  tl^  ceremonies  to  be 
perfoniMd  on  die  23d)or  February  inttftnt,  in  honor  of  the 
memory  of  G«orgc  WBdiiii^on;aiidthat4he  President  be 
requested  to  superintend  the  deponte  of  the  remains  of  the 
deceased  in  the  place  which  has  been  selected  for  that 
purpose. 

Aj  to  the  ^oint  rewhition,  Mr.  CLAY  sud  there  could 
be  DO  objcction,  unlcMitwu  to  tiie  second  name  inserted 
in  iL  ife  did  not  thmk  the  application  should  be  made 
to  any  but  (he  resident  proprietor  of  Mount  Vernon,  who 
was  the  representative  of  me  hmily.  Mr.  Custis  was  onl^ 
'  connected  wi^  the  finmify  by  marriage;  and  if  the  applt- 
oation  was  made  to  tum,  it  should,  for  the  same  reason, 
be  made  to  others,  of  the  same  branch  of  the  fannly. 
He  moved  to  strike  out  the  name  of  George  W.  P.  Custis. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  remarked  that  the  object  of  the 
TCKdution  «M  to  obtun  the  awent  of  Uie  laroilv  to  the 
pnpoaed  ramoval,  aitd  Outt  Mr.  Custis  was  the  only  living- 
male  descoidBntof  Mrs.  Martha  Washington. 

Mr.  CLAY  withdrew  his  motion ;  and,  after  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  TAZEWELL  against,  and  by  Mr.  CLAY,  in 
&vor  of  the  residution,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  resolution,  invitii^  Mr.  Madi>on  and  others 
to  be  present  at  the  commemoration,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  PCHNBEXTES,  inten^g,  he  said,  to  vote  against 
the  resolutlMt,  caHed  for  the^eas  and  nays  on  the  quo* 
tibn  of  a^;icemg  to  the  resolution.  He  would  not  object  to 
the  distribution  of  invitations  by  the  committee^  Imtttwas 
a  nord  and  extraordinary  measure  to  issue  cards  of  invita- 
tion  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  of  the  same  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi}  but,  as  the  resection  was  before 
US|  he  hewed  fa«  woold  inth^w  Us  objections  to  it. 

Mr.  BffiB  offinvd  an  amendment  vUch  he  regretted 
was  not  offered  by  some  other  person,  as  it  was  bis  biten- 
tioii  to  rote  agunst  the  resolution.  There  was  anotlier 
EX'Prendent  bendes  the  one  named  in  the  resolution,  to 
whom  it  was  proper  that  the  invitation  should  be  eztendedj 
and  he  moved  to  insert  the  name  of  J.  Q.  Adams. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table— agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  14  to  13. 

WxsnsnaT,  FxanvaxT  15. 

WASHINGTON'S  REMAINS. 

On  motion  of^Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  House,  yesterday  laid  on  the  table,  invitinr  certun 
distinguished  persons  to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  23d 
itf  F<^uaiy  nex^  was  taken  up,  and  read  as  follows : 

Boohed  hy  Ae  Senate  and  BouMt  of  Bepraentativea, 
That  the  Prendent  of  the  Umted  States,  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  the 
Postmaster  Generri,  and  the  Attorney  General,  be  invited 
to  attend  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  performed  on  the  22d 
of  February  instant,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  George 
WaaUngtont  and  ^t  the  Premdent  be  requested  to  super- 
intend deptMte  of  the  remsins  of  the  deceased  in  the 
place  which  nas  been  sdccted  fbr  that  purpose. 

Mr.  POBSYTH  said  thid  the  objection  to  tiie  resolu- 
tion, made  yesterday,  was,  that  it  was  improper  for  Con- 
mss  to  give  invitations;  hetbot^^tdifferentlyi  but  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  revive  the  question,  he  would  submit  the 
fallowing  substitutet 

Bmhtdt  That  the  Prendent  of  die  Umted  SUtes  be 
nqveiled  to  superintend  the  deposite  of  the  remains  of 
George  Wad^ngton,  in  the  place  wUch  has  been  selected 
fcHTtrnt  purpose,  on  the  33d  February  instant. 

ybt.  iOHNSTON  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  names  ex- 
cept those  of  MaifiBon  andCarn^.  He  tiiought  the  fiunily 


of  Washington  should  he  invited  by  the  committee.  The 
connexion  of  the  names  of  Madison  and  Carroll  with  the 
lustory  of  the  country,  distinguished  them  from  all  othen^ 
and  he  tbbu^t  they  should  be  specially  invited  to  attend 
by  a.resolution  of  Coiwresa.  He  understood  yesterday 
that  the  Senate  c^teotea  to  Invitations  by  restriutienf  tm 
object  of  his  motion  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  Se- 
nate was  willing  to  retain  the  invitation  to  Mr.  CarroH  and 
Mr.  Madison. 

Mr.  KING  bad  understood  that  the  committee  were 
autthorixed  to  invite  the  attendance  of  those  gentlemen  and 
many  othen. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  wished  to  Include  in  the  invitation  the 
name  of  theex-PreadentAdam^hothehad  understood  that 
that  gentleman  had  expressed  upon  the  same  propoaitifm, 
when  made  in  the  other  House,  an  nnwillingnesstoaccept 
any  mark  of  distinction  from  other  membuv  of  the  same 
body  to  which  he  belonged. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  sud,  if  invitations  were  to  be  given 
at  all,  he  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  retun  tiie  names 
menticmed,  but .  be  objected  to  the  form  and  principle  of 
tiie  invitation.  It  riiould  be  extended,  if  given  at  all,  to 
the  venerable  Sumpter,  and  to  the  biographer  and  friend 
of  Washington,  the  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  having  withdrawn  his  motion,  the 
question  recurred  on  Mr.  Poxsttb'b  motion. 

Mr.  CLAY  remarked  that  the  presiding  officer*  of  the 
two  Houses  were  invested  with  the  jtawtx  to  make  all  the 
arrangements  proper  fbr  the  oecawon.  The  plan  origi- 
nated in  Congress.  It  was  the  work  of  Congjeas  from 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  in  1799,  to  the  resolution 
now  adopted  for  carding  it  into  effect  It  had  been 
thought  proper,  therefore,  to  leave  the  arrangements  with 
the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  as  the  manner  nuMt 
respectfiil  to  the  ftmily  and  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 
The  joint  resolution  reported  from  the  joint  "cfmimittee 
had  vested  the  superintendence  of  the  removal  with  the 
prending  officers  of  Congress. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  thought  that  the  proposed  amendment 
carried  outthe  ori^nal  intention  of  Congress  whichassagns 
theduhroftheremovaltotheChiefHsgiatrate.  Hedidnot 
tlunk  that  there  would  be  any  incongruity  between  this 
amendment  and  the  resolution  aswgningthe  arrangements 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate  «id  the  8p«dcer  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  KING  «id  there  wM  no  incompatibitity  between 
the  proportion  <tf  the  gentleman  from  Geop*  ^  ^ 
,  res<Huti<m  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  the  resolutioiw 
as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

COMMEBCIAL  STATEMENTS. 
Mr.  HOLMES  roseto  offera  resolulioncalUngfbrinror- 
mation,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  1830,  requiring 
the  Secretai^  or  the  Treasury  to  uy  before  Congress,  st 
the  opening  of  the  season,  a  statement  of  the  commetoe 
of  the  United  States  with  all  countries.  Mr.  H.  stud  that 
as  the  provisions  of  the  act  have  been  made  paxticulariy 
to  enable  Congress  to  obtun  information  that  would  enabw 
them  to  act  understanding^  on  questions  which  tiajAA 
arise  relative  to  commerce,  the  importance  of  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  seen  at  once.  By  the  act,  the  Seeretaiy  was 
requested  to  mkke  (he  return  as  soon  as  possible  after  tte 
lot  of  December,  at  each  seaidon.  The  returns  were  to 
be  made  quarterly,  near  the  Ist  of  September,  Decem- 
ber, March,  and  June.  The  last  year,  this  document,  which 
should  have  come  in  earty  in  December,  was  withheld 
until  after  the  close  of  the  sesnoni  and  at  the  Ist  of  March 
the  Senate  were  informed  that  the  Secretary  would  not  be 
able  to  make  it  out  during  the  session  of  Congreast  and  it 
was  not  until  eight  weeks  after  the  members  had  returned 
home  that  the  sutement  made  its  appearanoe.  It  was 
very  extraordinary  that  the  statement  was  not  made  oartm 
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the  lit  of  March.  We  know  tliatitwu  not  received  until 
eif^t  weeks  after  Congress  adj  ourned,  and  the  Senate  will 
•ee  that  it  is  important  to  aak  the  reason  whjrthe  statement 
was  nut  given  before  the  close  tii  the  kismki,  in  order  to 
apply  the  proper  remedy,  if  there  was  in  ftct  any  reason 
why  this  could  not  be  done.  We  are  now  far  advanced  in 
the  present  sesnon;  the  subject  of  our  commerdal  rela- 
tions with  the  Britidi  colonies  has  come  up  before  Con- 
gress under  peculiar  circumstances:  information  has  re- 
peatedly been  sought  for  from  the  Executive,  and  yet  this 
document  b  vithlwld,  which  all  must  see  to  be  importani 
and  neceaatj  to  enable  Coi^ess  to  act  understandingly 
upon  this  question. 

The  document  reftared  to  diouM  have  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  near  the.  1st  of  Decemberi  and  more 
than  two  months  have  elapsed  since  the  time  wliich  the 
Secretary  is  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  to  present 
it,  and  yet  nothmg  has  been  seen  or  heard  of  it  The  re- 
quest might  be  made,  and  the  returns  given,  all  within' 
tiw  space  of  nz  day^  and  jret  for  seven  weeks  it  hai  not 
been  done*  and  the  du^  has  been  neriected.  Hewished 
also  to  know  what  bad  become  of  £e  answer  to  the  re- 
solutions that  were  long  since  submitted  by  himself  and 
his  colleague  relative  to  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  West  India  colonies,  calling  for  im- 
portant information,  most  of  which  could  have  been  given 
long  before  now.  Some  of  it  might  not  have  been  ob- 
tuned  at  that  time;  butcnn  it  have  been  necessary  to 
spend  two  months  in  coUectingit?  In  ordi^  to  know  the 
reason  why  this  infermstion  had  not  yet  been  received,  and 
why  documents  so  important  to  ^e  Senate  were  witMield, 
Mr.  H.  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Betoioed,  ThattheSecretaryofthe Treasury bedirected 
to  inform  the  Senate  why  the  statements  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  required  by  the  act  of  ue 
10th  February,  1830,  bftve  not  been  transmitted  to  Con 
gresB;  and,  if  there  is  any  impediment  to  a  compliance 
vMi  the  pnmuons  xif  that  ao^  what  lepdative  proviMon 
is  necewn  to  remove  it. 

Rooked,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  Senate  why  he  has  not  reported  in 
uttwer  to  their  resolution  of  22d  December,  1831,  calling 
for  information  tn  regard  to  the  British  coltmial  ttidei  and 
when  the  answer  is  to  be  expected. 
These  tesolutions  lie  on  the  table  one  day. 


THE  TAMFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  flie  resolution  of  Mr.  Clat  rela- 
tive to  the  tariff. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  rose,  and  said  he  was  aware  that  he 
could  contribute  btit  little  of  talent  or  information  upon 
the  subject  now  under  discussion;  and  that  most  of  what 
he  dkould  Bs^  would  be  a  dull,  cold  repetition  of  that  which 
has  been  said  by  others.  Notvnthstanding  this,  said  Mr. 
G.,  I  bare  no  apology  to  offer  for  consummg  the  thne  of 
the  Senate.  Sir,  we  ooglit  to  eonsume  time;  we  ought  to 
consult  long  leather,  nor  should  we  ever  separate  until 
this  whole  matter  )»  adjusted.  Our  constituents  expect 
it{  the  Executive  has  recommended  it|  duty  demands  it; 
and  the  fault  is  ours  if  it  be  not  accomplished.  When  it  is 
recollected  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
borne  adversity  of  evety  kind,  both  in  peace  and  in  war, 
wKh  courage,  fortitude,  and  perseverance,  shall  we  so  act 
as  to  exhibit  to  the  world  tiie  strange  but  melancholy 
spectacle  of  discords  and  strifes,  arising  out  of  the  very 
success  of  our  Governmentandtheprotiperity  of  our  coun- 
try, which  shall  endanger  our  existence  as  a  nation?  We 
arc  at  peace  with  all  nations,  and,  from  present  appear- 
ancei^  are  likely  to  remiun  so{  the  public  debt  is  extin- 
giuahed  for  aU  prutieil  legidative  purposes}  and  at  this 
tun^  -whea  gladneH  should  pervade  the  land,  and  every 
American  heart  reji^ce^  Uuxe  is  more  discontent  than  at 
ttw  most  gloomy  and  (Urtressii^  periods  of  our  hUtoiy 


Are  the  causes  of  the  compbunts  which  we  hear  feigned 
and  unfounded,  or  are  they  real?  and  is  the  hand  of  op- 
pression bearing  heavUy  upon  that  portion  of  our  coun- 
trymen whoare  nowuigingtheir  clnmsfor  relief  ?  They 
believe  a  system  of  taxation,  unjust,  unequal,  and  oppres- 
sive in  its  operations,  is  to  be  continued  and  fasteneo  upon 
them — not  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  wbicA  Is 
the  only  legitimate  object  of  taxation,  but  in  order  that  a 
particular  class  of  men  may  be  benefited  by  their  labor; 
that  their  prosperity  is  to  be  checked,  and  their  labor 
rendered  unproductive  to  them,  that  c^iital  vested  in 
manufactories  may  be  rendered  more  profitable  to  the 
owners.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  they  are  surely  right 
in  requiring  Congress  now  to  take  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration, and  to  grant  relief  so  far  as  they  are  entitled 
to  it.  No  time  can  be  so  proper  as  the  present,  when  we 
are  about  to  establish  a  system  of  finance  suitable  to  a  na- 
tion free  from  debt  and  all  incumbrance.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  likewise  the  interest  of  the  manufocturers  that 
this  controveny  should  be  brought  to  a  close.  There  U 
one  kind  protection  ^rtiich  they  certainly  need;  that  is, 
some  security  against  frequent  legislative  changes  on  this 
subject  Stability  and  permitnency  in  the  system  is  of 
more  imporUnce  than  any  protection  you  can  extend  to 
them,  when.tbat  protection  is  held  by  an  uncertain  and 
precarious  tenure.  In  order  to  pve  this  security,  the 
taxes  upon  the  community  must  be  reasonable;  if  they  be 
not,  nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that  a  period  will 
■nrivc  when  a  change  will  be  effocted,  and  under  circum- 
stances and  feelings  least  fovorable  to  their  interests.  If 
the  community,  or  any  great  portion  of  it,  be  oppressetl, 
and  no  disposition  be  manifested  by  those  who  profit  by. 
that  oppresMon  to  alleviate  their  sunerin^,  but  litUe  re- 
gard will  be  paid  to  their  welfare.  This  is  the  natural 
course  of  things,  and  no  class  of 'men  can  daim  an  exemp- 
tion firom  it. 

To  the  argument  that  Congress  ought  not  to  reduce 
the  taxes  on  protected  article^  because  existing  laws 
have  induced  men  to  employ  their  capital  in  these  esta- 
blishments, the  answer  is  a  plain  one.  Every  man  who 
has  thus  invested  his  money,  must  have  looked  to  the  pro- 
bability of  a  reduction  of  taxes  and  imposts  whenever  tlie 
public  debt  should  be  discharged,  and  the  Government 
^ould  no  longer  need  the  money  accruing  from  high 
duties.  In  addition  to  tins,  those  upon  whom  this  Uxa- 
tion  has  operated  with  most  severity,  have,  at  all  times, 
innsted  upon  its  injustice,  and  avowed  their  determination 
never  to  relax  their  efforts  until  they  obtained  r^rris. 
This  argument,  therefore,  loses  much  of  the  force  to 
which  it  would  be  entitled  under  different  circumstances. 
I  cannot,  myself,  consider  the  manufacturers  as  autbori*- 
ed  to  claim  a  continuance  of  the  present  duties,  on  the 
ground  of  any  pledge,  expressed  or  implied,  given  by  the 
Government.  Still  these  eBtnbUshmenls  exist,  and  ^ould 
be  regarded  as  a  portion  of  the  public  interest;  and,  of 
course,  the  same  attention  should  be  paid  to  them  as  to 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  country,  in  any  adjustment 
which  may  be  made  upon  the  subject 

Being  desirous  to  present  an  entire  and  unbroken  view 
of  the  opinions  I  entertain  in  t%lation  to  the  tariff,  the  Se- 
nate will  indulge  me,  before  I  do  so,  in  disposing  of,  and 
putting  out  of  the  way,  some  remarks  not  bearing  directly 
upon  uiis  subject,  wbidi  I  regretted  to  hear  advanced  in 
this  ^seussion.  1  regretted  their  introduetion,  not  be- 
cause they  were  not  susceptible  of  a  satisfactory  reply, 
but  because  the  subject  before  us  was  of  magnitude  suffi- 
cient to  require  our  individual  attention,  and  because  I 
was  unwilling  that  party  politics  should  provoke  one 
unkind  feeling  in  tins  debate.  Others,  however,  have 
thourii*  and  acted  differently,  and  have  thereby  made  it 
the  cmty  of  the  fHenda  of  the  administration  to  meet  their 
assailants  upon  tlie  ground  they  have  selected.  At  the 
same  time  I  wish  it  to  be  imderstood  that  neither'retort 
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twr  recrindnation  form  *ay  pm^n  of  wf  dengn.  Z  wiO 
only  endeavor  to  do  justice  to  those  who  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  being  be«d  or  defending  dumselras  upon  this 
floor. 

I  understand  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Cut} 
u  saying  that,  owing  to  some  cause,  (and  he  left  it  to 
be  infisnvd,)  most  probabW  from  the  equivocal  course 
pursued  by  the  present  Chief  Hsgistrate,  bis  opinion, 
on  the  south  «de  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  was  under- 
stood to  be  in  opposition  to  the  tariff,  or  at  least  to  the 

{irinciple  of  protection;  while,  on  the  north  nde  of  that 
Lne,  a  difierent  opinion  is  ascribed  to  him.  A  charge  of 
this  kind  I  never  expected  to  hear.  I  didsupDOBe  the  whole 
American  people  had  understood  him  in  the  same  way. 
Upon  tliis,  as  upon  all  other  subjects,  when  iKxasionshsve 
presented  themselves,  he  has  feariessly  and  independently 
advanced  his  opinions,  regardleM  of  the  consequences  to 
himself'  He  is  not  one  of  those  who  change  their  opi- 
nions from  day  to  dav,  sa  some  politicians  do,  who  snuff  the 
popular  breeze,  and  obey  its  inspiration.  On  great  poli- 
tical (Questions  he  forms  his  opinions  upon  reflection,  and 
he  abides  by  them  until  his  judgment  instructs  him  that 
he  ought  to  change  them.  Upon  the  subject  now  under 
discussion,  his  opmions  vere  made  public  so  early  as  the 
month  of  April,  1834t  and  I  defy  any  man,  in  or  out  of 
the  Senate,  to  ^ow  that  he  has  ever  written  or  uttered 
one  word  inconsistent  with  the  sentiments  then  expressed. 
1  differ  from  him  in  opinion  upon  this  subjectt  but  that 
difference  is  no  reason  why  I  should  not  place  his  opi> 
nions  fairly  before  the  Senate  and  the  nation.  Hia  letter 
to  Ur.  Coleman,  of  North  Carolina,  of  the  36th  April. 
1834^  contains  a  true  exposition  of  his  sentiments  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject  Since  that  letter  was  written  and 
published  throughout  the  United  States,  two  prendeiitial 
elecdons  have  taken  place;  and  the  result  of  them  we  all 
know.  I  viU  now  read  to  the  Senate  an  abstract  from 
that  letter,  containing  all  that  relates  to  this  matter. 
Mr.  G.  then  read  the  following: 

"Providence  has  filled  our  mountains  and  our  plains 
wttli  minerals — with  lead,  iron,  and  copper,  and  given  us 
am\  and  climate  for  Uie  growing  of  hemp  and  wool.  These 
being  the  grand  materials  of  obr  national  defence,  tiiey 
ought  to  have  extended  to  them  adequate  and  fiur  pro- 
tection—that our  own  manufactories  and  laborers  may  be 
placed  on  a  &ir  competition  with  those  of  Europe,  and 
that  we  may  have  within  our  country  a  supply  of  those 
leading  and  important  articles  so  essential  in  war.  Be- 
yond this,  I  look  at  the  tariff  with  an  eye  to  the  proper 
distribution  of  labor,  and  to  revenue,  and  with  a  view  to 
the  discharge  of  our  national  debt.  I  am  One  of  those  who 
do  not  connder  a  national  debt  a  national  bleadng,  but 
rather  a  curse  to  a  republic,  inasmuch  as  it  is  calculated 
to  raise  around  the  aaministration  a  moneyed  aristocracy 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  This  tariff,  I 
mean  a  judicious  one_,  poasetses  more  fiuKifiil  than  real 
danger." 

I  now  submit  to  the  Senate,  whether  what  I  have  read 
does  not  ccmtiun  a  cleari  explicit,  and  unequivocal  ex- 
pression of  the  opinions  of  the  writer  upon  the  si^ject 
now  under  consideration;  and  whether  we  cannot  as 
tinctly  understand  the  kind  of  tariff  which  he  advocates, 
from  the  few  Unes  I  have  read,  as  we  can  the  opiiuons  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  from  his  three  days'  speech 
on  the  same  subject.  The  President  declares  himself  in 
fiiTor  of  the  principle  of  protection)  and  that  protection  in 
the  articles  mentioned,  and  some  others,  nay  propoHy 
form  the  primary  considerations  of  a  tarUT.  In  this,  the 
opinions  of  the  President,  and  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky, [Mr.  CtAT,]  agreet  nor  can  1  discover  any  difference 
between  them,  except  it  be  in  the  use  of  the  term  "ju- 
dicious," with  which  tiie  St-natw  from  Kentuckv  seems 
to  find  fault. 

If  iA  this  they  cUffer,  I  should  infer  that  the  Prerident 


ii  in  favw  of  a  reasonable  and  judicious  tariff,  and  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  is  in  favOT  of  an  unreasonable  and 
injudidoufl  one.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  them  both 
wrong  in  principle.  Revenue,  in  my  judgment,  should  in 
all  cases  be  the  primary  object  in  the  imposition  of  dutiei^ 
and  protection  should  (mly  be  incidental  and  subordinate. 

The  description  given  by  the  Senator  from  Kentadgr 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  4th  Ibrcb,  1^,  and  tbe  cha- 
racter givra  to  that  vast  assemblve  of  dtizena  collected 
in  this  place,  was  idtogether  different  from  what  I  had 
supposed.  1  was  not  here,  and,  therefore,  can  only  speak 
from  what  I  have  heard  and  read.  Takmg  that  for  my 
guide,  I  thought  that  the  thousands  and  ten&  of  thousands 
had  assembl«l  here  for  gratulation  and  congratulation, 
and  to  see  that  man  clothed  with  the  robes  of  office  "  who 
had  filled  the  measureofhiaoountry's  glory.*'  That  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  C]  I  know  did  not  participate  in  the  general 
joy;  but  he  ws*  neither  intimidated  nor  dispirited;  for, 
although  he  left  the  city,  so  sora  as  he  reached  the 
heighU  of  Georgetown  be  raised  the  standard  of  opposi- 
tion, and  with  a  loud  voice  called  upon  his  scattered  le- 
gions to  unite  and  stand  ready  for  the  ensuing  conflict; 
and,  amidst  the  roaring  of  artillery,  he  carried  defiance 
even  to  the  cannon's  mouth,  although  then  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  ''ndlitaiy  chieftain." 

I  was  pleased  with  the  highly  punted  jHCtiire  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  West,  exrnbited  by  the  Senator'  from 
Kentucky.  I  knew  tt  was  a  mere  hncy-piece,  Ur  ex- 
ceeding the  reality.  I  should,  however,  have  been  more 
gratified,  if,  in  putting  don-n  the  flourishing  cities,  towns, 
and  villages  of  the  West,  he  had  inserted  the  city  of  Nash- 
ville. It  would  have  been  no  disadvantage  to  the  pkture; 
for  we  there  have  some  wealth  and  proaperi^,  Gkewis^ 
mostly  growing,  however,  out  of  agriculture  and  con- 
merce,  and  OTduiaTT  mechanical  labor.  We  are  not  much 
indebted  to  minunumiring  establishments.  When  that 
Senator  is  informed,  as  I  now  inform  him,  tiiat  he  has  in 
that  place  a  number  of  respectable  friends,  I  hope,  in  the 
next  picture  of  the  kind  with  which  we  are  fiivorvd,  Nash- 
ville will  have  a  place;  and  if  the  neighboring  Hernutve 
should  be  offensive  to  the  ere  the  punter  or  hit  fiieno^ 
it  can  be  omitted.  Notwittistan^ng  the  onusinoa  of  this 
flouridiing  city,  and  although  I  think  the  whole  descrip- 
tion too  poetical  and  overwrought,  still  I  am  gratified  with 
the  reflection  that  we  now  have  an  assurance  that  n«ther 
"  war,  pestilence,  fiimine,  nor  any  other  direful  scourge" 
has  vi«ted  the  country  since  the  4th  March,  1839. 

I  litUe  expected,  in  a  debate  upon  the  subject  of  the  ta- 
riff, to  hear  the  old  and  well  known  cry  of  prgacriptioa 
sounded  in  our  ears.  Bu^  **  from  the  abundance  at  the 
heart  the  mouth  will  speak;"  and  this  subject  if  now  re- 
vived by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  had  supposed 
that  the  resolution  introduced  by  the  Senatw  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Ewiira,]  was  intended  to  hang  anti-nroocriptkm 
speeches  upon}  I  will,  therefore,  not  go  into  tnat  subject 
An  ample  opportunity  will  be  afforded  to  do  so  when  that 
resolution  shall  be  taken  up,  unless,  indeed;  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  upon  reflection,  -shall  diange  his  opinion,  and 
permit  his  resolution  to  sleep  the  deep  of  death.  Al- 
though I  am  no  advocate,  nor  ever  have  been,  for  turning 
men  out  of  office  for  a  full  and  frank  expresnon  and  ex- 
ercise of  political  opinions,  yet  there  is  one  thing  worthy 
of  great  consideration.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
believed  a  change  in  those  who  administered  the  Govwn- 
ment  proper  and  necessary.  Whether  they  decided  right 
or  wrong,  I  shall  not  now  inqairet  but  1  lubodt  to  the 
Senate  whether  the  just  expectations  of  the  country  can 
ever  be  realized  when  the  pubrie  believe  the  hand  of  re- 
form should  be  applied,  by  a  change  of  the  ChieTMagf*- 
trate  only.  It  is  true  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  first  office 
of  the  Government  is  placed  in  different  hands;  but  if  all 
the  siibwdinate  officers  remnn,  no  material  alteration  in 
Uie  admlnistntion  of  the  GoTemnent  wQI  be  effhcted. 
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and  the  Chief  Mmistrate  will  find  bis  intentioni  and  views 
constantly  thwarted  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  bis 
opinions.  I  wiD  state  one  fact,  of  which  the  country  is 
not  apprised,  and  tiie  evidence  of  which  I  have  before 
me,  fumislied  from  u  autbentio  source.  Here  is  a  list  of 
all  the  clerks  in  the  different  offices  in  this  city,  diatin- 
^uishinr  those  who  belonr  to  the  different  political  par- 
ties; and  it  appears  that  a  larg«  majority,  a  very  large  one, 
are  on  the  side  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  oppos- 
ed to  the  present  administration;  and  although  I  will  eot 
public  their  names  and  proclaim  thrir  poHtical  opinions  to 
the  Senate,  yet,  if  that  gentleman  has  any  desire  to  know 
who  his  friends  are,  I  will  fumiah  him  with  the  informa- 
lion,  although  I  presume  be  knows  his  friends  better  tiian 
I  do. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  yes,  Albert  Gallatin,  has  been  charged  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  with  possessing  feelings  alien 
to  this  country,  and  has  been  told  to  go  home  to  his  native 
land,  and  teach  there  lessons  of  political  economy,  before 
he  undertakes  to  teach  us  upon  these  su^ects.  Let  us 
sec  who  this  Mr.  Gallatin  is,  that  has  thus  nllen  under  the 
displeasure  of  that  honorable  Senator.  He  is  an  older 
citizen  of  America  than  either  that  Senator  or  myself, 
ihhmigh  we  were  both  bom  here.  He  was  here  during 
de  warof  the  revolution;  he  was  here  at  the  adoption  of 

'  the  federal  constitution;  and  in  the  great  political  conflict 
'   which  terminated  in  the  expulsion  of  the  elder  Adams 
from  office,  he  literally  headed  the  van  of  the  republican 
forces.   When  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power,  and  cast 

''  his  ^es  over  the  whole  ITnited  Stides,  for  the  purpose  of 
ealli^to  bis  aid,  in  the  admintttaation  of  the  Government, 

'  the  ablest,  wisest,  and  most  patriotic  men,  he  lelected  Mr. 
Gdlatin  as  one  of  his  chief  counsellors.  During-the  eight 
years  of  his  administration,  Mr.  OatlAtin  superintended 
and  conducted  the  financial  department  of  the  Govern, 
went  When  Mr.  Madison  came  into  office,  Mr.  Gallatin 
was  continued  in  the  same  station  until  it  became  necessary 
to  send  Diinisters  abroad  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Great 
Britahi,  and  then  Mr.  Gallatin  was  associated  with  that 
honorable  Senatco-  and  other  distiiwoished  citizens  to 
whom  that  high  duty  was  assigned.  Under  Mr.  Monroe's 
administtation,  he  was  our  minister  at  different  periods,  at 
both  the  courts  of  Great  Britain  and  France.  Under  the 
hurt  adminlstnttion,  of  which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Cl4.t]  was  a  distinguished  member,  when  a  delicate 
sitd  difficult  ne^tiation  respecting  the  colonial  trade  was 
to  be  opened  wtth  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  selected 
as  the  most  suitable  character  to  whom  could  he  cntmated 
that  responsible  duly;  and  he  carried  with  him  abroad 
iastructions prepared  and  signed  by  that  gentleman  liifn- 
self.  Further,  when  an  exposition  and  ailment  was 
thought  necessary  to  be  laid  before  the  arbiter,  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands,  by  the  last  administration,  vindicating 
our  claim  to  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the  State  of 
Maine  and  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  selected  to 
prepare  it.  This  was  notfinished  at  the  late  change  of  the 
administration;  and,  bv  our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  requested  to  complete  it. 

You,  Mr.  President,  remember  that,  in  1811  and  '12, 
this  nme  Mr.  Gallatin  was  looked  to,  by  the  politicians  of 
that  day,  as  a  political  Mentor;  and  that,  next  to  Mr. 
Madison,  no  man  in  the  councils  ofthe  country  contributed 
more  to  the  success  of  the  United  States  in  the  great 
Aoiggle  in  which  they  were  then  engaged.  Sir,  of  what 
(^ence  baa  Mr.  Galbdin  been  giultyr  lie  has  ventured  to 
differ  in  opinion  with  the  honorwie  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky upon  the  subject  of  a  tariff  of  duties,  and  this  is 
the  «n  for  which  he  can  find  no  forgiveness.  Others  may 
condemn  him;  I  will,  however,  take  tlie  liberty  of  consi- 
derii^  1dm  one  of  the  wisest,  best,  and  most  patriotic 
men  that  was  ever  engaged  in  the  public  affairs  of  this 
country.  He_  has'been  trusted  oftener  and  longer,  and 
by  oMre  adininiBtnition^  in  high  and  important  stations. 


than  any  other  American  statesman,  and  has  always  been 
found  faithful.  Such  is  the  man,  trusted  by  all,  and  always 
found  faithful,  resorted  to  in  difficult  cases  by  the  Senator 
himself,  devoted  to  his  country,  and  knowing  no  other, 
who,  we  are  now  told,  is  a  "heartleM  foreigner,  without 
American  fbelings." 

I  will  now  aay  a  few  words  upon  the  subject  of  the 
balance  of  trade,  which  is  urged  as  an  argument  against 
enlarging  the  commerce  ofthe  United  Slates.  The  argu- 
ment IS,  titat  if  a  nation  exports  less  than  it  imports,  the 
difference  is  a  loss,  and  the  balance  of  trade  is  against 
such  nation.  Upon  these  premises,  it  is  argued  that,  as 
the  importations  into  tiie  United  States,  tuing  several 
years  in  succeasion,  exceed  the  amount  of  the  exporta- 
tions,  our  foreign  commerce  is  disadvantageous  and  uopro- 
fitable.  The  great  error,  in  my  opinion,  in  this  mode  of 
reasoning,  is,  that  the  gun  or  commerdal  profit  is  charged 
as  a  loss.  There  is  nothing  more  true  in  the  commercial 
world,  than  that  the  exports  and  imports  of  a  nation  are 
regulated  b^  each  other,  and  that  commerce  cannot  exist 
ana  be  earned  on  by  two  countries  when  this  is  not  the 
case.  In  regular  commerce,  each  country  may  be  pro- 
iited  and  grow  rich  bv  an  interchange  of  commodities, 
and  the  balance  of  trao*,  according  to  this  reasoning,  be 
agunstboth.  I  will  illustrate  this  in  a  way  familiar  to  the 
Senator  firom  Kentucky  and  myself.  Suppose  a  citizen 
of  Kentucky  sliall  take  his  drove  of  horses,  costing,  at 
home,  two  thousand  dollars,  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
there  exchange  them  for  cotton  worth  three  thousand 
dollars,  af^er  paj'ing  all  expenses,  and  shall  return  to 
Kentucky,  bringing  with  him  his  tiiree  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  cotton.  In  this  case,  Kentucky  has  exported 
two  thousand  dollars  worth  of  her  property,  and  three 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  property  has  been  imported 
into  Kentucky.  Now,  according  to  this  balance  of  trade 
doctrine,  Kentucky  has  lost  one  thousand  dollars,  when, 
in  fact,  she  has  gained  precisely  that  amount.  Nor  has 
Alabama  lost  any  thing;  for  the  horses  may  be  worth  in 
Alabama  one-half  more  than  tbey  are  in  Kentucky.  They 
may  even  be  so  valuable  as  to  command  fiwr  thousand 
dollars  to  the  purchaser  in  Alabama,  so  that  four  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  property  has  been  obtained  for  three. 
Thus  each  State  nas  gained  a  thovisand  dollars  worth  of 
property  by  the  exchange,  and  ^et  the  balance  of  trade 
IS  against  both.  The  same  principle  applies  between  the 
United  States  and  fwdgn  nations.  If  we  export  to  the 
amount  of  seventy  millions,  and  import  to  the  amount  of 
ninety  millions,  tiiere  is  a  gain  of  twenty  millions,  with 
the  deduction  of  the  whole  cost  of  carriage,  or  producing 
the  interchange  of  the  articles  of  commerce.  A  ship 
may  leave  Boston,  witli  trinkets  worth  two  thousand 
dollars,  may  barter  them  with  the  Indians  on  the  Nwth- 
west  coast  lor  furs,  may  exchange  those  in  China  for  silks 
and  teas,  and  return  with  a  cargo  wortli  fif^  thousand 
dollars.  By  this  process^  the  owners  and  the  country  are 
enriched;  and  yet  the  biJance  of  trade,  of  which  gentle* 
men  talk,  is  largely  against  the  United  States.  Indeed, 
according  to  this  theory,  the  more  profitable  the  voyage, 
the  more  is  the  balance  of  trade  against  us;  and  if  we 
could  obtun  foreign  commodities  for  nothing,  it  would  be 
altogether  against  us.  *  Yet,  would  not  our  country  be 
enriched  by  presents  of  rich  cargoes  from  abroad^  Would 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  think  himself  or  his  coun- 
try made  poor,  if  a  friend  in  England  sliould  send  him  a 
ship  load  ofthe  most  valuable  Bntish  bbrics  as  a  present.^ 
Would  he  send  them  back  because  they  caused  diis 
balance  of  trade  to  be  against  the  countrj'  or  himself } 

Reverse  the  picture.  Send  fifty  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  your  wealth  abroad,  and  exchange  it  for  two  thousand 
dollars  worth  to  be  brought  back.  Here  the  balance  of 
trade  is  largely  in  favor  of  our  country;  but  is  any  body 
enriched  by  it?  On  the  contrary,  arc  not  all  concerned 
in  such  commerce  made  poor^   If  vfe  were  to  give  away 
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our  produce  %nd  merdttiidiae,  "the  balance  of  trade/' 
on  thLi'tlieoiy,  would  be  allof^-ethcr  in  our  favor. 

The  beat  tnde  ia,  when,  for  ever^  little  you  aend  out, 
much  comes  back.  Then  are  our  citizens  and  our  coun- 
try  flourithing  and  getting  rich.  The  fiuiner  will  tell  you 
that  it  ID  better  to  ^t  ten  pounds  of  sugar  for  a  bushel  of 
emu  than  five  pouiMa.  Healwa^alikeatCebalanceoftrade 
sgainailUin  in  that  vaya  and  it  la  just  bo  with  the  nation. 

When  g;entleiDcn  my  thateoninierce  ia  not  encouragini; 
Amerioui  industry,  I  answer  that  the  articles  exported 
are  the  products  of  American  labor;  that  the  ship  is  of 
American  mamifacture,  and  made  of  American  timber; 
that  the  sailors  who  navigate  the  vesseU  are  Americans, 
and  their  labor  is  American  labor.  I'he  whole  is  an  Ame- 
rican transBction,andeneourMementto  American  industry. 
Torcigners  have  nothioK  to  do  with  it,  except  that  tliey 
fumisii  our  dtizens  with  fevorable  contracts,  by  an  inter- 
change of  articles,  the  products  or  manufactures  of  tlieir 
respective  countries,  by  which  the  wealtli  and  prosperity 
of  tlie  United  States  are  promoted  and  eniarg-ed. 

Mr.  President,  why  is  this  protection  through  the  me- 
dium of  high  duties  claimc<l  by  the  American  jnanufac- 
turers?  It  must  be  owing  to  cne  of  two  causes.  Either  the 
articles  can  be  manufactured  much  cheaper  in  other  coun- 
tries, or  tlie  American  manufkCttirera  denre  unreasonable 
proflli.  "Hiat  many  articles  can  be  made  cheaper  abroad 
than  in*  this  country,  there  is  no  doubt.  Labor  is  cheaper. 
In  Russia  and  Sweden,  tlie  wages  of  an  able-bodied  laborer 
are  only  six  or  seven  cents  a  day;  in  Great  Britain,  the 
price  is  very  little  higher.  In  the  latter  country,  with 
a  population  of  one  hundred  and  »xty-6ve  to  the  mile 
square,  more  people  are  found  ready  to  slarvc,  and  of 
course  ai-c  wilung  to  work  fur  a  bare  subnsteace,  than  in 
the  United  States,  which  does  not  contain  seven  for  each 
mile  sqiure.  1'his  inequality  in  the  price  of  the  produc- 
ti*n  01 articles,  ariwng  from  the  difference  in  the  price  of 
labor,  can  only  be  obviated  in  one  of  two  ways.  You 
must  either  reduce  the  price  of  labor,  by  degrading  the 

f>cop1c  of  ttatfl  country,  so  far  as  to  compel  them  to  uibar 
or  a  bare  subsistence,  or  you  must  tax  the  community  to 
make  up  the  diflcrence  in  bvor  of  the  American  manu- 
factures. The  first  mode,  I  hope,  has  no  advoi»tes  here 
or  elsewhere.  The  Mcond  models  anjustand  opiproMve, 
as  I  will  now  endeavor  to  show. 

It  is  unjust.  The  Senate  will  indu1g«  me  in  illustrating 
this  in  a  p)*^"  v^Xt  which  is  my  habit  of  conducting  argu- 
ments on  all  subjects.  Suppose  ten  men  engaged  m  agri- 
culture, and  you,  by  your  enactments  of  your  luws,  cause 
five  of  them  to  aluuidon  tliat,  and  adopt  some  other  pur- 
suit— manufactures,  if  you  please^  and  you,  at  Uie  same 
time,  require  that  one-tliirdof  the  products  oftlte  five  re- 
maining agriculturists  shall  be  {pven  to  thcmi  all  men 
would  at  once  exclaim,  this  is  plain,  open,  palpable  injus- 
tice.  Now,  sir,  where  is  the  difference  between  this  and 
compelling  the  agriculturists  to  give  one-third  more  for 
all  the  armiles  for  which  they  exchange  tlie  products  of 
their  lartnsi  or,  when  you  compel  tbem  to  ^ve  one-third 
more  in  the  money  for  which  they  have  sold  their  crops, 
and  Ibis  for  the  ben^t  of  those  who  have  abandoned  thdr 
former  pursuits?  For  instance,  a  planter,  in  'the  neigh- 
borhood ofNashville,  where  I  live,  sends  his  three  bales 
of  cotton  to  New  Orleans  to  purchase  or  exchange  for  im- 
ported articles  for  the  consumption  of  his  family.  Now, 
the  Government  takes  no  part  of  ht»  cotton  from  him,  his 

Sent  exchanffes  the  whole  of  tlicm  for  the  articles  order- 
t  but,  inflxmgupon  tlie  price  of  the  articles  received  in 
exchange,  one-third  is  added  on  account  of  the  duties  im- 
posed. It  seems  to  my  mind  very  evident  that  one-third 
of  the  man's  cotton  is  gone  as  certainly  and  effectually  as 
if  the  Government  had  taken  it  in  the  first  instance,  and 
then  permitted  liim  to  purchase  the  articles  one-third 
cheaper. 

What  is  the  common  practice  whicit  prevails  in  most 


parts  of  the  cotton-growing  countiy?  The  planter  does 
not  himself  export  his  own  cotton,  but  sells  it  to  his  mer- 
chant in  ^scharge  of  his  store  account.  Now  the  mer- 
chant pays  him  for  the  whole  of  his  cotton;  but,  in  the  ar- 
ticles purctuibed,  there  is  one-thiid  charged  on  account  of 
this  tax.  This  is  phun  and  manifest  to  every  one  who  re- 
flects upon  this  auoject  The  importing  merchant,  when 
he  arrives  with  lus  merchandise  at  the  aty  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  or  Baltimore,  is  chu-ged  by  the  Go- 
vernment with  forty  or  fif\y  per  cent,  as  an  import  du^ 
upon  the  articles  imported  by  him.  Ue«  of  neceasity,  adds 
that  to  the  price,  and  then  sells  to  the  Western  merchant, 
with  a  profit  added  to  both.  To  the  Western  merchant 
the  original  cost,  the  import  duty  or  tax,  and  the  whole- 
sale dealer's  profit,  constitute  the  cost  of  the  article;  and 
upon  all  these,  added  together,  he  lays  his  profits. 

The  statement  I  am  now  abmtt  to  make  wdl  show  some- 
thing- of  the  operation  of  the  tariff  upon  the  Western  far- 
mers and  mechanics. 
Cost  of  merchandise  in  Europe, 
Expenses  of  importation,  -  - 


Value  at  the  warehouse,  - 

Add  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  forty  per  cent. 

Actual  cost  to  the  importing  merchant 
Add  importing  nierclunt's  profit,  say  ten  per 

cent.,    -  - 

Actual  cost  to  the  Western  merchant. 
Add  Western  merchant's  advance  to  cover 
transportation  and  profits,  25  per  cent.. 


$100  00 
10  00 

110  00 
44  00 

154  00 
15  40 

169  40 
42  35 


Actual  cost  to  the  brmer  and  mechanic,    -        $311  75 
The  increase  of  the  price  to  the  farmer  and  mechanic 
in  the  Western  country,  in  consequence  of  the  tax,  may 

be  shown  thus: 

The  import  tax  itself  is     -       -       .       .  $44  00 

Importing  merchant's  profit  on  it,     -      -  4  40 


Increase  to  the  Wertem  merchant,  • 
Add  to  the  Westeni  merdiant's  profit. 


48  40 

12  10 


Making  the  increased  price  to  Die  Western 
&rmer  and  mechanic,     -  $60  SO 

Upon  every  hundred  dollars  worth  of  goods  bought  in 
Europe  and  carried  to  the  West,  our  people  pay  a  tax,  in 
consequence  of  tlie  tariff,  of  more  than  nxty  dollars.  This 
tariff  tax  islugberon  the  Western  people  than  onuiy  other, 
because  on  account  of  thdr  distance  from  the  seaboard, 
and  the  greater  number  of  dealers  through  whose  hands 
the  goo&  pass:  each  adding  his  profits,  and  the  time  oc- 
cupied in  the  transactions,  making  the  profits  higher,  they 
are  made  to  pay  a  sort  of  compound  tariff.  In  this  state- 
ment, aduty  of  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  has  been  assum- 
ed as  the  average  amount  of  duties,  although  it  is  believed 
that  a  higher  rate  of  duty  is  actually  paid  on  moat  articles 
consumed  in  the  Western  country.  Upon  presenting  tbb 
view  of  the  subject,  no  one  can  fail  to  perceive  that  the 
duty  does  enter  into  the  price  of  the  article  to  the  con- 
Burner,  which  refutes  at  once  the  fallacious  idea  that  high 
duties  liave  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  price  of  imported 
articlcB.  To  say  to  a  plain  minded  roan  thnt  tlic  owner 
of  an  article  worth  ten  dollars  could  afford  to  sell  it  cheap- 
er by  compelling  him  to  pay  five  dcdiara  as  m  tax  l>cfbre 
he  sold  it,  would  be  to  him  a  very  unreasonable  sugges- 
tion. He  could  not  believe  itj  and  yet  it  would  he  jurt 
as  rational  as  tiie  at:guiDent8  we  bear  upon  tliis  subject, 
t  admit  tliat  a  strong  and  ardent  competition  between 
domestic  and  foreign  manufactures  will  reduce  articles  to 
the  lowest  price  at  which  the^  can  be  produced  andhrouglit 
into  the  market;  and,  therefore,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  taxmg 
out  tiie  foreign  manufactures,  which  must  be  the  effect  <^ 
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high  duties,  and  of  placing  ourselves  whoUy  in  the  power 
of  the  domestic  tnanu&ctiuvs.  Rather  than  flee  this  state 
of  things,  I  would  say  to  M  the  n^ons  of  the  earth,  come 
and  trade  with  as;  bring'  us  the  production  of  all  scmIs  aAd 
climates,  bring  us  the  articles  produced  by  your  industry, 
ingenuity,  and  skill,  and  receive  in  exchange  the  sl^)el■- 
abundance  of  Uie  products  of  our  country.  Then,  sir, 
^ou  would  see  con^etition;  then  you  would  see  prosper- 
ity  return  to  every  portion  of  the  Unitad  States,  and  more 
CBpeciaUy  to  that  which,  under  the  vltliering  influence  of 
this  high  tariff  sjrstein,  has  almost  become  de«olate. 

It  is  urged  that  the  prices  of  articles  hare  fsUen  since 
the  adoption  of  the  tariff  of  1828;  and  this  is  ascribed  to 
the  introduction  of  the  system.  If  the  gendemcn  could 
show  that  the  price  of  protected  articles  only  had  fallen, 
that  the  fall  had  been  confined  to  this  country  only,  there 
would  then  be  some  phusibility  in  what  tbey  say.  But 
Che  uDprotected  articles  have  fallen  in  a  still  grnter  de- 
gree; and  the  bit  is  co-exteHsive  with  the  commercial 
world.  We  mustthen  look  to  ot!her  causes  for  the  declen- 
sion of  prices,  than  our  home  competition.  These  can  be 
found,  in  the  first  place,  in  the  depreciation  of  our  money. 
Money  in  the  United  States  is  now  of  one-tbtrd  more 
value  than  it  was  a  few  years  since.  The  amount  of  the 
circulating  medium  has  been  greatly  reduced,  in  the  re- 
establishment  of  a  sound.currency;  the  price  of  lands  and 
all  other  prtmerty  has  fallen  about  one-third;  and  the  same 
causes  whico  have  reduced  their  value,  or  price,  must 
have  a  aimibf  influence  upon  articles  of  merchandise. 
The  improvement  of  machinery,  also,  has  contributed 
greatly  to  diminish  the  price  of  production  in  manufactur- 
ed articles.  Anutlier  cause  which  has  had  great  influence 
upon  thb  subject,  is,  that  almost  all  Europe  is  now  in  a 
state  of  peace,  and,  consequently,  laborers  have  beeonte 
plenty,  and  Iidior.cheap. 

The  prosperity  of  a  nation  depends  upon  the  wealth  tnd 
prosperity  of  ita  eitizens;  and  that  policy,  which  is  calculat- 
ed to  impoverish  the  great  mass  of  tlic  community,  must 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  national  welfare.  If  an 
individual  is  compelled  to  give  a  luindred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars-for  articles  vhl^h,  w^hout  the  tariff,  he  could  have 
purchased  for  one  hundred  dollars,  he  is  certwnly  worth 
leaa  by  fil^y  dollars  than  he  would  have  been  without  this 
tax.  This  operation  is  roing  on  continually  throughout 
the  countT}-;  and,  therefore,  I  beUere  Sotitl^ern  Senators 
when  they  naj  that,  with  the  salne  industry,  and  quan- 
tity of  labor  applied  as  formerly,  that*  whole  region  of 
country  is  becoming  poorer  and  poorer  every  day.  Why 
should  1  not  believe  them'  Can  I  (pve  cretut  to  the  opi- 
nions of  those  who  are  strangers  to  the  condition  of  Uie 
people  in  that  section  of  the  United  States,  when  tbey  tell 
us  that  the  South  is  in  a  prosperous  and  flourishing  eon- 
ditKMb  rather  tiun  to  those  Senators  who  come  from  those 
States,  and  have  thdr  interests  especially  committed  to  their 
charge?  The  Senator  fnun  Mune,  [Mr.  Houixs,1  who 
reudes  so  fiir  to  the  Northeast  that  his  State  runs  mto  a 
British  province,  or  a  British  province  into  it,  which,  lam 
not  able  to  say,  for  I  , have  not  yet  suffici^ntJy  examined 
the  subject  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Kitibht,] 
skilled  in  arithmetic,  who  can  count  the  profUi  upon  lis 
finger^  en^  that  1^  conititiients  are  muing  by  this  sys- 
tem; and  a  Senator  from  the  West,  &r  beyond  the  moun- 
tains, come  forward  and  attempt  to  prove  (hat  those  who 
represent  them  do  not  understand  their  true  interests! 
Mr.  PreAdent,  has  the  land  of  Washington,  Heoty,  and 
Jefienon;  has  the  land  of  Iredell  and  Dane;  has  the  land 
of  the  Pipckney*  and  the  Rutledges;  has  the  land  (rf  the 
Baldwins  and  the  Waltoos,  all— aUlost  the  breed  of  noble- 
men? Are  their  political  descendants  the  degenerate  sons 
of  worthy  nm?  Weknow,  sir,  that  this  is  not  so;  that,  for 
inteUiROce  and  patriotism,  they  are  not  excelled  by  the 
men  a  any  other  dime  <a  ooantry. '  Already,  we  have 
heard  the  sentiments  ctf  South  Cartdina  ably  proelumed 


upon  this  floor.  She  stands  not  alone;  North  Carolina 
and  Vir^nia  have  firmly  and  eloquentty  declared  the 
same  opmions;  and  Georgia  has  given  certun  and  unerring 
indications  that  she  will  denounce  the  inequality  and  in- 
justice ofthissystem.  Whcnlseetuch  a  union  of  feeling 
and  sentiment  prevailing  among  those  who  have  the  best 
means  of  judging  of  the  eflecta  produced  upon  their  con- 
stituents, f  must  be  excused  for  piling  but  little  regard 
to  the  thecnies  and  opinions  of  gentfemen  who  hve  remote, 
and  do  not  possess  the  means  of  forming  a  correct  judg- 
ment. These  gentlemen  could  as  weU  succeed  in  con- 
vincing  him  who  is  badly  clad,  and  is  shivering  in  the 
winter's  blast,  that  he  was'  tf  ell  clottied,  and  warm,  and 
comfortable,  or  him,  who  is  perishingfor  want  of  food,  that 
he  suflisrsnot  from  hunger,  as  to  satisfy  the  people  of  the 
South  that  this  system  is  not  the  cause  of  their  depiesnon 
and  grievances. 

In  regard  to  the  Western  country,  and  every  portion  of 
it,  I  have  alwajrs  cmiudered  this  ^stem  injurious.  It  is 
true  the  fertility  of  our  s<^  redeems  us  fVom  that  state 
of  suffering  which  is  feltin  some  other  partsof  the  country; 
but  it  checks  and  retards  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  the 
West.  There  is  the  Urgest  body  of  rich  land,  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge,  inviting  to  agricultural  pursuits; 
and  you  do  violence  to  nature,  whenever  you  so  regulate 
society  by  your  laws,  as  to  prevent  its  improvement  and 
cultivation.  Bread  stuffs,  honM%  niules,  caxOKt  and  hogi^ 
have  been  and  can  be  produced  and  reared  in  the  great- 
est abundance.  Now,  the  true  interest  of  the  Western  fiir- 
merliesin  obtaining  a  good  market  for  these  articles  in 
tlie  cotton-growing  States;  but  the  policy  which  has  b«en 
pursued,  has  impoverished  these  States;  Uiey  are  rendered 
unable  to  buy,  and  are  compelled  to  nuse  the  means  of 
their  own  subsistence  at  home,  although  thdr  soil  and 
climate  are  ill  adapted  to  the  production  and  taising  of 
them. .  The  efFett  of  this  syiten  has  becH  to  destroy  the 
beef  market  of  the  Western  country. 

I  should  like  to  know  what  benefit  has  arisen  to  any 
great  class  of  the  community  in  that  section  of  the  Union. 
It  is  true  the  manufacturers  of  rope  and  cotton  bagging 
have  found  a  readier  market  by  the  high  du^  on  £ese 
articles;  but  t|ae  cotton  growers,  com  growers,  and  raisers 
of  stock,  have  lost  by  taxation  more  tbim  the  manufac- 
turers have  ^ned)  and  this  is  the  general  effect  of  thil 
system.  One  man  is  compelled  toeivemm ftw anarliele 
ttum  he  would  othuwise  dt^  that  ttie  fltvorite  of  legisla- 
tion may  thereby  obtun  profits.  In  order  to  show  mtare 
clearly  the  inequality  and  injustice  of  the  system,  let  it  be 
remembered  that  about  two-thirds  of  all  the  exports  of 
the  United  States  condsta  of  articles  grown  or  raised  in  the 
Southern  Staf^  Hrtv,  then,  does  it  lumpen  that  Neir 
England*  the  exports  from  which  are  smiU,  should,  nnce 
the  introduetioa  itftlus  system,  have  grown  in  weaUh  and 
pro^eri^  b^ntd  all  former  esampl^  while  that  pwticm 
of  the  country  most  favored  in  soil  and  ^mate,  produdi^ 
more  abundant  crops  than  in  former  years,  has  en>en- 
enced  less  prosperity  than  at  any  former  ptfiod,  ana  has 
sunk  almost  into  pover^  and  despair?  Tne  cause,  to  mr 
mind,  is  quite  manifest.  the  operation  of  this  tariff, 
the  products  of  the  labor  of  one  portion  of  the  Unioa  ifl 
transferred  to  another.  Hut  opoation  Is  effected  in  tiiia 
.jray;  the  grower  of  artides  ibr  exportation  b  not  pem^ 
ted  to  interchange  tbcBn,  how  \nA  where  he  can,  so  u  to 
be  most  advantageous  to  bhnselff  but,  by  the  high  duties^ 
he  is  compelled  either  to  purchase  his  Rireign  articles  at 
the  increased  price  oceasioned  by  those  duties,  or  he  must 
purchase  the  articles  from  Ntew  Enriand  at  such  price  as 
the  manufacturers  may  choose  to  affix  to  them;  equal,  at 
least,  to  the  price  of  the  foreign  articles,  with  the  duties 
added  to  it.  Hu^  snr,  is  the  great  abject  of  the  aptbsm. 
It  is  to  prevent  tiie  citizens  of  the-  United  States  from 
carrying  on  commerce  and  exchanges  in  that  way  wUch 
m^  be  most  profitable  to  them,  uid  constivn  tiiem  to 
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putchtM  all  tbdr  articles  of  conyeitience  and  neceinty 
Rom  the  capitalists  and  nuniifaeturers  of  the  Eastern 
States,  at  enhance'd  prices.  This  constraint  I  consider  in- 
connitent  with  the  genius  of  our  Gorernment,  and  as  savor- 
ing strongly  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  It  ui  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  r^ts  of  the  cidzens,  and  should  meet  with 
no  &TaF  here.  Tlie  great  principle  at  protection  in  tlito 
Government  should  be  to  give  to  labor  its  whole  eibrt* 
ings,  and  not  permit  any  portion  of  it  to  be  transferred  to 
others.  If  an  indWidoal,  by  his  labor,  earns  a  dolUr,  let 
tan  have  the  whole  of  it;  and  let  no  law  exist  in  the  sta- 
tute boot,  which  will  transfer  one-third  of  it  to  others. 

In  relation  to  Tennessee,  we  have  a  greater  abundance 
of  irtm  ore  than  is  to  be  found  in  an^  other  part  of  the 
United  States;  and  we  are  manufacturing  it  successfully 
and  profitably.  On  account  of  the  goodnessof  it*  ijuality^ 
and  cheapness  of  its  production,  we  are  underselling  the 
manu&cturers  of  iron  in  Pcnnsylvuiia,  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg, tiie  Birnungham  of  the  West;  but  I  cannot  tell  how 
long  we  shall  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that 
market;  for  if  gentlemen  are  so  enamored  with  thistariff 
system,  as  to  exclude  us  from  foreign  commerce,  I  should 
not  feel  much  astonished  at  seeing  an  effort  made  so  to 
construe  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  as  to  pre- 
vent the  iron  masters  in  Tsnnessee  from  competing  with 
tttePennqrlvftrinraannfUcturerainthdrmarkets.  Although 
Tennessee  possesses  greatad  vantages  in  the  article  of  iron, 
and  has  mnch  capital  employed  in  manufitcturing  it,  I  can 
see  no  justice  or  propriety  in  looldng  to  the  interest  of 
these  iron  masters  ylone,  regardless  m  the  iilterest  of  the 
rest  of  the  community.  I  cannot  consent  to  favor  them 
at  the  expense  of  every  man  who  uses  a  plough,  a  hoe,  an 
axe,  a  kettle  or  a  pan.  Therefore  I  will  consent  to  a 
reMonable  reduction  of  the  duty  on  iron,  agreeably  to  the 
prindplei  of  compromise,  which  I  iliall  lay  down  befbre 
I  take  my  seat;  and,  in  so  doing,  I  have  00  fear  of  injuring 
any  manu&cturer  of  iron  in  the  United  States. 

1  have  hitherto  treated  of  this  subject  as  it  operated 
upon  dtiferent  sections  of  Uie  country.  I  will  now  say 
stnnething  in  relation  t*  its  effect  upon  the  pecmle  of  the 
States  Biost  &vored  by  it.  I  do  this  with  difiaence,  be- 
cnise  my  personal  obterratkm  does  not  enable  me  to  speak 
whh  confidence.  When  I  have  spoken  of  the  prosperity 
of  New  England,  I  mly  mean  she  is  prosperous,  when 
compared  with  other  portions  of  the  Union. ^  My  opinion 
U,  that  no  StUte,  taking  the  whole  population  toother, 
has  been  benefited  by  this  system.  It  is  advantageous  to 
the  capitalists  who  own  the  manufactories,  and  it  may  af- 
ford, a  better  market  to  those  who  live  in  the  immediate 
BeWiboriiood  of  them,  and  produce  articles  eonsuined  by 
thehborers  employed  in  them;  but  to  all  ottiers  Uving  in 
the  neighboriiood,  the  price  of  provisions  is  rendered 
dearer;  and  even  to  the  laborers  themselves,  whoiiave  ^- 
roilies,  the  price  of  the  means  of  supjiorting  them  is  en- 
hanced, and  a  portion  of  their  wages  in  tins  way  iost  to 
them.  In  addition  to  this,  the  price  of  alt  articles  of  cloth- 
ing is  advanced;  because  tiie  nuuiu&cturer  will  not  sell  at 
a  lower  rate  than  will  barely  enable  him  to  keep  out  the 
competition  of  the  fi>re^  utides  of  the  salDe  kind.  This 
ii  the  'effect  in  the  vieimty  of  these  establishmeidst  bnt  as 
soon  as  you  go  beyond  the  immediate  ntighboriiood,  the 


the  higher  priced  articles  are  felt  without  any  correspond- 
ir^  benefit  Notwithstanding  the  boasted  advantages  of 
this  system  to  New  England,  we  hear,  as  the  Senatorfrom 
Kentuckjr  £Ur.  Clat]}  denominates  it,  "a  still,  small 
vcHce"  rused  in  opposition.  •Yes,  nr,  we  have  h^rd  the 
still,  small  voice  or  justice,  and  truth,  and  patriotism,  from 
the  granite  Stat^produnung  the  injustice  and  itnpolicy 
of  the  ^tem.  The  Senatcv  frodi  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Hill]  us  frankly  told  us  that  he  haf  a  laige  interest  in  a 
cotton  maniUactcupr,  and  that  he  neither  needs  nor  dewres 
the  protection  (^&%h  duties.   Sir,  I  rejince  that  we  have 


one  mamifacturer  upon  this  floor,  who  comes  forward  and 
says  he  does  not  wish  the  interest*  of  the  country  sacri- 
ficed for  private  emolument  and  gain;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
there  are  many  others  who  would  do  the  same,  if  they  had 
seats  here.  X  thank  that  honorable  Senator  for  the  infor- 
mation he  has  imparted  to  bis  country  upon  this  subject. 
He  hu  diown  that  the  agricultural  State  of  Vermoat 
has,  witiiin  the  last  ten  years,  gained  20,000  in  popuhtion 
upon  the  maDufacturing  State  of  New  Uampshiret  that 
HgrietUture  hA  decreaaedt  that  there  is  now  more  cleared 
lands  than  hands  for  it^  cultivationi  that  the  price  of 
land  has  fallen,  and  the  whole  agricultural  capital  been 
much  depressed  in  value.  He  has  also  told  us  of  that  sys- 
tem of  smuggling  which  is  so  successfully  carried  on  be- 
tween the  British  prorinces  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Presdent,  according  to  the  last  annual  report 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  the  people  of  the  Umted 
States  now  pay  in  taxes  on  imported  articles  twenty- 
six  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  is  the 
aum  which  will  be  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  fi-om  that  source  of  revenue.  From  other 
source^  that  is,  the  sale  of  public  lands,  bank  dividends, 
and  incidental  receipts,  four  million  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  thirty  million  one 
hundred  ttyHisand  dollars.  L  know  of  no  tcssmi,  I  have 
heard  none  asrigned,  which  would  authorize  an  ofiiiuon 
that  there  will  be  a  diminution  of  revenue,  provided  the 
duties  remain  at  the  present  rates.  I  admit  toat,  upon  the 
item  of  incidental  recepts,  no  great  reliance  in  makiiw  an 
estimate  for  the  future  ought  to  be  placed.  Therefore, 
strike  off  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  firom  this  item, 
and  only  retain  ten  thousand  dollsrs,  which  will,  no  doub^ 
be  collectable  from  olddebtsfor  many  years  to  come.  Tou 
will  then  have  a  revenue  of  upwards  of  thirty  nullions. 
The  estimated  expenditure  of  the  Government  (exclusive 
of  the  public  debt)  is  thirteen  million  three  hundred  and 
8ixty.£ve  tbobsand  two  htmdred  and  two  ooUars.  Deduct 
from  this  sum  three  nuUions  of  revenue  from  the  public 
landi^  four  hundred  and  ninety-^x  thousand  dollars,  the 
dividends  of  tjie  bank  stock,  and  the  ten  thousand  doUan 
for  incidental  l-ecduts,  and  you  need  only  the  sum  of  mne 
million  eight  humued  and  nxty.£ve  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  meet  the  ex^ndes  of  the  Ooverranent. 
Thi^  is  the  sum  Government  needs;  nor  a  one  doUar  more 
necessary  for  its  support.  There  would,  then,  remain 
sixteen  million  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousandseven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars,  over  and  above  all  the 
demands  of  the  Government.  Another  thing  is  certain, 
Hiat,  upon  a  reduction  of  duties,  the  imports  will  be  in- 
creased; and  in  thit^  way  %  larger  sum  will  be  produced, 
than  any  estimate  founded  upon  the  present  amount  of  int- 
portations. 

Hr.  Frendent,  Jet  us  now  prese;at  the  question  fcirly. 
Shall  the  people  of  the  United  States  he  taxed  upwards  of 
sixteen  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  annual^  upon  im- 
ported articles,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  domestic 
manufacturers  to  tax  them  in  the  same  degree  uptm  all  the 
articles  manufactured  and  gold  b^  them  ?  This  is  tiie  veipr 
object  tbe  manufacturers  have  in  view,  in  pnesaing  tins 
subject  on  Congress.  Their  langui^  to  us  is  plwn^  this: 
we  want  to  make  yout  constituents,  one  and  au,  pay  us  a. 


evils  are  unmixed  with  good.    All  the  disadvantages  of  Jitgher  price  for  all  the  articles  we  manobeture:  vm  we 


cannot  do,  so  long  as 'they  arc  pennitted  to  buy  the  same 
kind  of  articles  made  in  tbreign  countries;  tbcraCbre,  ve 
iiisiat  that  you,  by  taxation  on  foi-eign  articles,  aMIl  So  in- 
crease the  price,  that  your  constituents  will  be  constrained 
to  buy  of  us  at  prices  which  will  enrich  ub>  Dimiiae  this 
matter  as  they  ma^,  this  is.ti)e  tru«  cause  ofall  tti«4inxiety 
and  soli^tude  which  they  have  manifested  from  ^-oon- 
mencement  of  this  system.  For  myself,  I  am  unwilling 
to  indulge  them  at  the  expense  of  those  whose  interests 
are  in  part  e«itfided  to  my  care.  I  will  %ere  remiirk  that 
if  the  duty  on  protected  imported  articlet  shall  amount 
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to  twenty  miUioiw  of  dolUrs,  and  the  imported  Brticle 
shall  eonrtitute  one-half  of  the  amount  consumed  in  the 
United  States  and  the  other  half  shall  be  supplied  from 
the  domestic  manufiictories,  the  people  of  tiie  Uni<tcd 
States  will  be  taxed  to  the  amount  or  forty  millions;  of 
which,  tlie  one  half  arinng  from  the  duty  on  forei^A  im- 
ported articles  gt)es  into  the  treasury,  and  is  of  some  pub- 
lic benefit{  the  other  half  goes  into  me  hand  of  the  domes- 
tic manufacturers,  and  is  of  no  further  advantatfe,  thaiT  as 
it  incnaye*  the  vealth  of  a  liew  of  the  capiUUsts  of  tlie 
country, 

GenOMnen  say  that  most  of  the  protMCted  articles  can 
be  maimftctUTed  as  cheap  in  tbia  as  in  foreign  countries. 
If  this  be  so,  they  need  no  protection.  The  cost  of  trans- 
portation and  a  reasonable  revenue  duly  will  ^ve  the  do- 
mestic articles  a  great  advantage  in  our  market  over  the 
imported  articles,  and  therefore  this  t^x  on  the  commurfty 
is  wholly  unnecetaary,  so  &r  as  relates  to  such  articles. 
It  is  stated  by  the  advocates  of  tiie  tariff  that  certwn  cot- 
ton goods  manufactured  in  the  UiAed  States  are  exported 
to  foreifpi  countries,  and  ate  there  competing  successfully 
vith  aroctes  of  the  same  kind  manufactured  abroad.  Will 
gentlemen  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  how  it  happens  that 
the  Americans  can  cooipetft  successfully  with  the  British 
fabric  in  another  country,  and  cannot  do  so  in  this,  when 
tbe  price  of  traraportation  and  a  revenue  duty  shall  be 
placed  upon  the  BritiBh  ardde?  Sir,  we  cannot  be  nus- 
takeo  tt{Mn  tbia  subject.  These  articles  can  be  manufkc- 
tured  hero.as  cheap  aselsewherci  this  is  proved  byliieir 
exportation  and  sale  in  foreign  countries.  But  the  reten- 
tion of  the  duty  enables  the  domestic  manu&cturers  to 
keep  out  of  our  markets  the  fordgn  articles  which  might 
compete  with  theirs,  and  thereby  enables  them  to  secure  a 
monop<dy,  and  place  a  higher  price  upon  the  domestie 
manuActaues.  The  tariff  of  1S28  ts  tbe  kw  now  in 
forc^  and  tt  is  surely  die  moat  unibrtunate  law  I  have  ever 
read  or  beard  oft  I  nave  sever  heard  it  commended  by 
any  one^  ia  or  out  of  the  Senate.  No  one  owns  it,  or  ac- 
knowledges tta  patemityt  or  admits  he  liad  any  agenoy  in 
nuking  it.  It  is  thrown  upon  tbe  wide  world  without  a 
&iend  or  patron.  All  adnut  tliat  its  passage  was  attended 
with  circumstances  unfavorable  to  a  Ciir  and  equal  adjust- 
ment of  a  system  of  taxation.  Yet  this  law  constitutes 
the  sacred  ground  on  which  the  unhalloired  foot  of  h^»- 
latimi  ia  not  to  be  permitted  to  tread.  We  are  told  not  to 
touchitlestthe^wholeBystemahoiddbeendangered.  Sir,  1 
hare  no  desire  to  touch  it,  from  what  I  learned  from  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wibsteb,]  two  years 
ago,  in  the  debate  on  this  subjoct;  I  wish  the  tariff  law  of 
1823  to  be  among  forgotten  thing6.  My  wish  is  now  to 
see  a  btU  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  contain- 
iug  a  list  of  the  articles  importedt  then  upon  each  article, 
MpanKte^,  we  can  determine  what  reduction  can  be  made, 
withoat  endangering  tbe  manufacturing  interests.  I  am 
prepared  to  ahov  what  reduction  van  be  made  npon  cot- 
tam,  woollens,  sugar,  ir<Hi,  uid  s^t;  but  I  forbear  ta  pre- 
sent them  to  the  Senate  at  this  time,  believing  that  this 
can  better  be  done,  and  w^  more  ^ect,  when  the  bill 
upon  this  subject  is  under  discussion,  and  each  article  is 
oonndered  Beparately.  If  nearly  ten  millions  ef  dollars, 
needed  ibr  revenue,  ^ly  and  justly  ^iportioned  upon  all 
imported  articles,  (exduave  of  tb<Me  now  free  of  i^ty,) 
and  the  cost  of  transportation  of fbrdg^  articles,  will  not  n- 
kitA  sufScient  protection,  I  fcar  we  are  forcing  this  ^item 
beyond  the  age  and  condition  of  this  country.  My  prin- 
dple  of  protection  would  gothus  far  and  no  farther,  ex- 
cept upon  the  ground  of  compromise.  Tax  the  people 
to  the  full  amount  of  the  exigencies  of  the  Government, 
and  apportion  that  sum  upon  imported  articles,  and  espe- 
cially on  those  which  come  in  competition  with  artides 
which  are  manufitctared,  and  which  it  is  rational  import- 
ance ibould  be  mtnoaetured  in  this  eountrr-  I  eawiot 
bdieve  the  people  of  the  Uiuted  Stutei  vUf,  tat  any  great 


length  of  time,  submit  to  hi|^  taxation,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  manuncturea.  Mo  man,  not  Id 
terested  in  these  establidunentB,  will  consent  that  a  large 
portion  of  hia  earnings  shall  be  apptied  to  the  profit  of  an^ 
class  of  our  citixens,  when  the  public  exigencies  do  not 
require  it.  Hie  wise  eourse  for  every  Government  to 
pnrsue,  is  to  look  to  its  true  comUtion,  and,  by  consulting 
all  its  interests,  attempt  to  cherish  those  employments 
only  in  which  capital  and  labor  will  find  a  sufhcient  re< 
ward.  Our  nation  is  young;  our  land  is  fertile;  with  u^ 
a  laborer  cm  earn  his  fifty  cents  a  di^i  in  old  countries 
the  laborer  can  earn  only  from  we  to  ten  cents  a  day. 
Although  I  have  no  wish  to  favor  tbe  poor  other  couii> 
tries  at  the  expense  of  thi%  lo  long  as  we  can  obtun  the 
profits  of  their  labor,  and  do  them  no  injury  by  ddng  so, 
and*  at  the  sane  time  do  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
laborers  of  mir  own  country,  1  can  see  nothin|[.  objec- 
tionable in  it  On  tbe  contrary,  if  w«  can  obtain  u«ir 
labor  at  to  low  a  price,  ve  can  ^rive  coisiderable  prc^ 
from  it,  and  tbe  hborers  of  the  United  States  can  foUow 
pursuits  more  advaatageous  to  themaelTe^  and  profitable 
to  the  county. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  proposes 
to  aboliA  the  duties  entirely  on  all  articles  of  a  kind  not 
manufactured  in  die  United  States,  except  ulks  and  winesi 
and  to  reduoe  them  on  these  articles.  So  long  as  duties 
are  paid  on  imported  article  ^  the  purpoee  of  ndrinp 
revenue,  I  cannot  consent  to  tlus  proposition.  The  true 
principle  of  Uzation  is  to  impose  it  on  those  who  are  best 
idile  to  bear  it.  The  resolution  on  your  table  proposes  a 
total  abandonment  of  &ia  principle.  The  articles  to  be 
released  from  taxation  artf  luxuries  used  almost  excludve- 
ly  by  tite  rich,  while  the  burdens  are  left  with  all  thrir 
weight  upon  tte  poorer  portion  of  the  community.  Tlua 
woiDd  be  no  alieviation  of  die  evils  complained  of;  and  I  will 
iK)t  uiute  in  bobfiag  out  to  the  poor  man  the  deludve  hope 
that  he  is  to  be  ableto  clothe  his  fiunily  in  silks,  and  regale 
tumself  on  wine  every  dayj  while  all  the  articles  of  dress 
he  purchases,  his  salt,  his  sugar,  bis  ploiwh,  his  axe,  and 
his  hoe,  and  all  other  utensils  with  which  he  earns  his  dail^ 
bread,  are  so  taxed  aa  to  render  him  unable  to  raise  his 
fiunily.  No,  sir,  give  him  his  necessaries  of  life  untaxed, 
or  taxed  lightly;  i^t  his  labor  hare  its  Ml  reward,  and  he 
will  then  increase  in  his  means,  and  in  time  be  able  to 
indulge  in  luxuries  if  he  shall  please  to  do  so. 

The  object  of  tfie  c^italists  engaged  In  mamifiwture^ 
in  consenbi^  to  take  oft  the  duties  on  articles  diey  do  not 
make  in  their  establishments,  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is 
to  concentrate  the  whole  taxation  of  the  country  upon 
those  foreign  articles  which  come  in  competition  with 
theirs.  The  operation  of  such  a  system  will  be  doubly  ift 
favor  of  the  rich  capitalists.  It  will  enable  them  to  ob- 
tMn  all  fi^ign  luxuries  free  of  taxation,  and  At  tbe  same 
time  to  tuc  the  poor  as  well  as  every  other  ckii  of  dfr 
zen^  throuj^  the  necessaries  of  life  consumed  by  them, 
for  the  augmentation  of  their  profits.  These  men  are  a 
privileged  order  ia  our  country.  They  have  formed,  and 
seek  to  perpetuate,  a  kind  of  partnersliip^rith  tbe  Govern- 
ment in  taxing  the  people;  and  the  present  strug^e  is  to 
abolish,  or  much  reduce,  every  tax  in  whldi  they  have  not 
some  share  of  the  procMds.  They  conspire  to  raise  the 
price  of  aU  necessaries  of  life,  giving  part  of  the  increase 
to  the  Government,  and  taking  part  to  themseives. 

Afteralll  have  heardas  to  the  management  of  these  es- 
tabli^iments,  I  am  still  inclined  to  the  c^imon  that  thqr  are  ' 
not  calculated  to  improve  the  moral  and  political  condi- 
tion  of  tbe  country.  I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  great 
care  is  taken  of  the  morals  of  thoae  who  are  placed  in 
some  of  the  manu&ctories;  and  that  moral  and  religious 
instruction  is  imparted  to  them.  NotwitturbuidHV  this, 
home  ia  the  proper  place  for  die  lender  ftnale.  Adviee, 
admonition,  and  gentle  reproof  from  a  mother's  tongue, 
will  dftk  deeper  Into  the  bootofthe  daughter,  than  aU 
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the  lectures  that  can  be  delirered  by  strai^ra.  As  to 
their  political  effect  upon  the  country,  I  can  entertain  no 
doubt.  Tbe-men  employed  in  them  have  abandoned  all 
other  pursuits;  by  continuing  in  this  business,  tliey  render 
themselves  unfit  for  all  other  employments,  and  they  hold 
their  lirefihood  at  the  pleasure  ^  their  employers,  and 
atust  Tote  according  to  tbeir  willf  they  becouM  mere  de- 

Eendents,  and  loie  that  spirit  wlrich  ahould  be  poaseased 
y  every  American  cutizen.  We  have  seen,  in  other 
cenntrws,  riots  and  disturbances  produced  by  this  class  of 
Ae  community,  when  their  wa^'s  vere  reduced  so  low  as 
to  be  insufficient  for  their  sustenance.  Instead  of  men 
cooped  up  in  manufactories,  and  subject  to  taskmasters, 
what  kind  of  citizens  are  we  able  to  have?  We  can  make 
fi^eliolders  of  them.  Reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
hndsT  put  it  in  the  power  of  each  Iworer  to  psoeurc  his 
fbrty,  eighty,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  When 
seateid  upon  that,  he  feels  his  independence,  and  he 
knows  he  is  at  home.  These  are  the  men  who  constitute 
a  State,  and  make  it  prosperous,  great,  and  glorious. 
They  feel  an  attachment  to  iheir  country;  and  when  its 
ri^^hts  are  invaded,  they  will  6y  to  its  standard.  Sir,  1 
have  seen  this  tried.  When  ogr  country  was  invaded, 
durinf  the  late  war,  the  men  of  the  mountains  descend- 
ed Hke-totsents,  and  the  men  of 'the  mlleja  came  ud; 
and  there  was  no  controvernr  who  should  go  to  the  field 
of  dat^^,  but  wl^  should  oe  forced  to  remain  at  home. 
In  regard  to  the  exercise  of  the  i%ht  of  sufifwe,  should 
any  man  attempt  to  influence  one  of  them  a\  affect- 
ing  a  superiority  over  him,  he  would  certainly  finit  himself 
iowlted,  and  he  would  be  most  fortunate  if  he  escaped 
mtthat. 

Let  ui  now  see,  Mr.  President,  what  effects  have  been 
produced  br  thb  system  of  taxation  upon  the  other  great 
mtemti  of  the  country.  In  1817,  when  it  commenced, 
the  tonnage  of  die  United  Statcs'engaged  in  foreign 
.  commerce  was  809,734  tons.  In  1829,  it  was  650,U2 
tons,  a  decrease  of  159,582  tons.  In  1817,  there  were 
519,186  tons  engaged  in  the  coasting  tmde.  In  1829, 
there  were  610,654  tons,  to  which  should  be  added 
something  for  the  improved  manner  of  canstructiiig  rcs- 
■els.  From  this,  it  appears,  that,  taking  the  whole  tonnage 
of  the  United  States  that  is  engaged  in  foreign  commerce, 
and  also  that  ei^ged  in  tlie  coasting  trade,  the  navigation 
of  the  country  has  dec;'ea8ed  under  the  influence  of  thissys- 
tem,  which  gent]emei\  say  has  imparted  its  benefits  to  every 
other  interest  of  the  country.  What  influence  has'it  pro- 
duced upon  commerce?  Prior  to  the  embargo  of  1807, 
with  a  population  of  only  six  millions  of  inhabitants,  our 
exports  amounted  to  ibout  eightjr-four  millitm  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  tiiousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars.  In  1817,  it  amounted  to  eifubty-seven  million  six 
hundred  and  fifty -one  thousand  five  hundred  and  «xty-nine 
dollars.  In  1830,  it  amounted  only  to  tlje  sum  of  seventy- 
three  million  eight  hundred  and  foi-ty  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  eight  oollars.  In  the  intermediate  years,  it  will 
be  leeo  by  ttie  annual  reportsfrom  the  treasury,  tlierehas 
been  fcn  almost  regular  diminution  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  the  cnuntry.  In  answer  to  the  argument  that  the 
demand  for  our  products  cannot  be  enlarged,  I  answer, 
that  if  we  use  more  of  their  articles,  other  nations  can 
and  will  consume  more  of  ours,  and  this  will  be  beneficiai 
to  both  parties,  because  each  will  receive  in  exchange  a 
greater  value  than  at  present.  They  will  receive  our 
agricultural  products  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  now 
purchase  or  can  produce  the  same  articles^  ana  we  sltall 
receive  their  manufiietures  at  a  lower  piice  thui  we  now 
pay  for  them.  From  the  foregoing  statement  of  ournavi- 
gation  and  commerce,  it  appears  these  great  pillars  of  iHir 
prosperity  have  not  been  strengthened,  but  weakened,  by 
Uus  system  of  restrictions;  and  when  it  is  --emembere'd 
that  our  naval  power  and  glory,  and  our  ability  to  defend 
our  shores  against  invaMon,  are  intimately  coiuicctrd  witli 


the  navigation  of  the  country,  we  oughtnot  nAiiy  to  pro- 
mote measures  calculated  to  destroy  it.  The  agriculture 
of  the  country  is  closely  conneoted  with  its  commerce; 
and  that  which  is  calculated  to  depress  tlie  one,  has  ui  in- 
jurious influence  upon  the  other. 

8U11  it  is  s^d  that  this  nation  is  increasing  in  wealth  and 
power.  I  admit  it.  It  ia  young  and  vigorous,  and  will  go 
on  in  detpite  oi  the  nwat  bhmidering  Tegislatioa  tbat  can 
be  pursued.  Politicians  may  adopt  the  most  absurd  dteo- 
riest  in  the  madness  of  thw  legislation,  they  may  heap 
Pelion  on  Ossa,  and  Ossa  on  Pelion,  and  the  country  will 
still  go  on,  checked  and  retarded  in  its  prosperi^,  but 
not  destroyed;  such  is  the  vigor,  energy,  and  enterprise 
of  ow  citizens,  and  the  fertihty  of  our  soil.  But  when 
we  look  at  our  navigation  and  commerce,  cannot  every 
man  diaoetn  the  impolicy  <tf  the  measures  we  have  pur- 
sued^ With  a  populaUon  increanng  at  the  rate  of  three 
per  cent  per  annum,  tile  annual  increase  of  which,  nt  this 
time,  amoiiqts  to  four  hundred  thousand,  liaving  more 
than  doubled  itself  since  tlie  year  1807,  our  navigation 
and  commerce  have  actually  declined.  I  hear  it  often  re- 
peated, that  the  Soutliem  States  have  introduced  this  ^'s- 
tem,  and  this  is  urged  as  a  reason  why  we  should  not  relax 
it  Thisiadeiuedbyfhcm.  For  my  ourn  part,  I  have  never 
thou{^t  it  material  to  ascertain  how.  diat  fiwt  wu.  if  the 
system  be  a  good  one,  we  ought  to  retwn  it,  come  from 
where  it  may;  if  it  be  a  bad  one,  we  ought  to  get  rid  of 
it,  whether  it  were  introduced  1^  the  North,  South, 
East,  or  West. 

It  is  sometimes  urged  that  the  protecting  syetem  ought 
not  to  be  abandoned,  becaiOe  New  Bnglaiid,  now  most 
interested  in  its  preaervntion,  was  orig^nujy  opposed  to  its 
introduction.  It  is  creditidile  to  the  statesmen  of  tliat 
sMtion  of  the  republic,  that  they  saw  and  op|>osed  the  in- 
justioe  and  impoucy  of  the  system  to  which  Southern  and 
WtiStem  men  were  measarabty  blind.  It  is  not  disrepnl.i> 
ble  that  they  liavc  avsiiled  themselves  of  our  errors  to 
gather  riches  nt  our  expense.  But  when  they  embarked 
in  these  speculations,  they  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
experience  would  teach  the  rest  of  the  Uni^  the  wisdom 
which  they  had  learned,  and  tlyt  the  existence  of  the  sj-s- 
iem  w*ould  only  be  commcnauntc  with  tlie  blindnew  which 
gave  it  birth.  We  now  ace  and  feel  its  evils.  I'heir 
weiglit  is  intolerable,  and  we  must  have  relief.  I'hey 
cannot  expect  us  to  travel  onward  in  the  path  of  ntin,  with 
our  eyes  open.  We  have  suffered  for  our  blinduc&s;  and 
if  they  shall  suffer  a  little  for  departing,  in  their  practice, 
from  the  justice  and  beauty  of  their  theory,  th^  will  hare 
no  great  cause  to  complain.. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  finished  what  I  intended  to 
say  upon  the  injustice,  inequality,  and  oppresstveness  of 
this  system  of  taxation,  and  have  also  pointed  out  the  ir^u- 
rious  effects  which  it  has  produced,  in  my  opinion,  upon 
the  general  welfare  of  the  nation.  I  will  now  state  tl»e 
terms  upon  which  1  would  be  willing,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  see  tlus  matter  adjusted.  I  know  I  am  in 
a  minority;  but  1  apncul  with  confidence  to  the  justice  of 
those  with  whom  I  rafier.  They  say  they  only  want  a  fair 
competition  with  foreign  nrticles;  let  them  )wift  it,  I  am 
willing  to  meettliem  upon  that  ground;  and  I  proJ>osethe 
following  rule  by  which  to  place  them  in  that  situation. 
Let  usascertiun  what  articles  can  be  manufactured  in  this 
country  successfully;  then  ascertain  the  original  price  of 
similar  articles  in  foreign  countries;  add  to  that  price  the 
cost  of  transportation  to  our  seaport  townk.  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  or  Boston;  then  ascertain  the 
cost  of  tne  domestic  article  of  the  same  kind  and  quality; 
then  add  so  much  upon  the  foreign  article,  ^y  way  of  duty, 
as  will  place  it  upon  an  equality.  We  will  then  have  a 
fair  competition,  and  low  prices.  All  beyond  this  is  mo- 
nopoly in  favor  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  injustice  to 
the  community.  I  cannot;  myself,  see  how  those  wlw  tell 
us  that  all  they  desitv  is  to  prevent  the  deft  ruction  of  tltnr 
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MtobFiabinenta,  can  object  to  this  mode  of  settling  this 
controrersy.  Adopt  this  rule,  and  abolish  the  credit  sys- 
tem in  our  import  rerenuei  and  our  manufacturen  will 
bare  all  the  protection  which  they  proiiesa  to  aik;  withoat 
barinif  a  moiMpo^  of  our  rnvketSi  tiwjr  would  yet  mjay 
tdranta^s  wlucfa  woald  enable  them  to  cany  on  a  succeM- 
ftil  competttloQ  wkh  articles  of  foreign  prodnctiwi  t  and  an 
adjustment,  upon  the  principle  I  hare  nuned,  would 
greatly  reduce  the  taxation  which  is  now  oppresring  the 

COQUDUni^. 

But  if  this  be  not  acceptable,  I,  as  one  of  those  oppos- 
ed to  this  aystem,  will  agree  to  any  modemte  periowcal 
reduction  which  will  give  the  msjiufactorers  time  to  ac- 
commodate themselres  to  the  altered  circametaneet,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  present  a  sure  prospect  of  ultimate  jus- 
tice to  the  babmce  of  the  oommuni^.  At  much  as  the 
South  and  Southwest  are  conscious  of  being  oppreased 
by  this  system,  their  patriotism  would  induce  them  to  suf- 
fer mucli  lons^r,  if  they  could  bare  a  gradual  amelioration 
of  their  burdens,  and  a  prospect  of  final  relief. 

I  would  not  confine  my  views  of  relief  to  the  tariff  laws 
excluavelj.  |  would  extend  tbem  to  a  class  of  citizens 
particularly  entitled  to  pubUceonsideradon.  I  mean  the 
puK^tsera  of  public  wids.  While  removing  oppression 
from  others,  I  woul4  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
I  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  every  industrious  man  to 
become  a  freeholder.  He  should  have  his  ^rty,  eighty, 
or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at  a  low  rate.  IT  he  would 
reside  on  it  a  reasonable  time,  say  five  years,  I  should  not 
object  to  his  having  it  without  pacing  any  thing.  This 
turning  of  day  laborers  and  tenants  into  independent  free- 
holders, if  a  kind  of  l^islative  manufjLCturmg  I  am  wil* 
ling  to  encoufagcf  and  when  those  gentlemen  engage  in 
that,  I  will  not  lag  behind]  but  I  know  who  mL^uuMe 
who  wish  to  retain  their  present  political  power,  and  are 
unwilling  to  see  the  sceptre  depart  from  them. 

Before  1  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional 
question  which  has  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  I 
will  say  a  word  or  two  to  the  Senator  from  Mikine,  [Hr. 
Houiu.]  He  says  that,  twenty  years  i^o,  he  was  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  conatitational  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  now  be  finds  himself  on  the  same  ground.  I 
coi^ratuUte  the  gentleman  upon  his  returnt  that,  after 
wandering  about  through  time  and  space  for  so  long  a 
period,  be  has  at  last  found  himself  within  the  orbit  of 
the  constitution.  From  the  best  observations  I  have  been 
able  to  take  since  he  last  became  visible  at  this  place,  I 
diould  think,  in  his  next  transit,  he  will  approximate  very 
near  to  3|ate  rights.  Whether  this  will  be  owingto  their 
power  of  attiaction,  or  to  the  propelling  power  pf  the  King 
of  the  Nedierlands,  or  to  both  crnnes  combined,  1  vm 
not  undertake  to  determine. 

Are  the  existing  tariff  laws  constitutional?  It  is  my 
opinion  that  they  are.  I  advance  it  with  some  diffidence, 
because  1  know  there  are  many  learned  men,  both  in  and 
out  of  this  Senate,  whose  views  upon  this  subject  are  in 
direct  oppontion  to  mine.  I  can  discover  but  little  practical 
good  that  can  arise  from  a  discussion  of  this  subject}  but 
as  it  has  been  introdoctitt,  and  my  mind  is  satisfied  upon  it, 
I  can  bare  no  objection  to  decbmng  the  opinions  1  enter- 
tain. I  shall  dthver  no  philolf^cal  dissertations  upon  the 
subject,  as  the  Senatot  from  Maine  has  done;  but  attempt 
to  show  to  the  Senate  that  this  power  exists,  not  only  by 
virtue  of  the  constitution,  but  from  neceanty.  Tlie 
power  to  regulate  commerce  and  imppse  duties  on  im- 
pwted  foreign  article^  is  given  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment exprcnJy  by  the  constitution;  and  it  has  at  all  times 
been  considered  as  an  atbibiUe  of  sovereignty  possessed 
by  every  State  or  nation.  All  nations  have  exercised  it; 
and  had  this  confederacy  never  been  formed,  each  State, 
as  a  sovereign,  independent  Government^  would  have 
been  at  liberty  to  exercise  it  without  any  restraint,  and 
for  any  purpose  it  mi|^t  jtidge  proper.    The  States  <Us- 


covered  tiiat  this  was  one  of  the  powers  which  they 
could  not  exercise  separately  to  advantage;  and  this  was 
one  of  the  strongest  reasons  which  operated  to  produce 
the  Federal  Government.  It  was  fbresaen  that,  if  each 
State  retained  this  power,  it  woold  be  exercised  variously, 
and  fnnstant  jealouries  and-  coUinons  would  arise  amon^ 
tbem;  and  foreign  nations,  availing  themselvt^s  of  this 
state  of  things,  would  succeed  in  destm^n^  ihar  inde- 
pendence. It  was  then  agreed  in  convention  that  this 
power  of  r^pulating  commerce  and  imposing  duties, 
whatever  it  might  be,  should  be  surrendered  byuie  States 
to  tbe  General  Government.  Tliis  surrender  or  transfer 
was  made  without  restriction  or  limitation.  It  certiunly 
was  no^  designed  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution  that 
the  State  Governments  and  the  Federal  Government  to- 

S:ther  should  possess  less  power  upon  this  sobject  than 
e  States  then  possessed,  and  would  hare  continued  to 
posse sa,  had  each  State  remained  separate  and  distinct. 
Unless,  then,  it  can  be  sliown  that,  in  the  transfer  of  this 
power,  (which  at  one  period  unquestionably  belonged  to 
tlie  States,)  some  diminution  was  produced,  it  is  a  fair 
concluMon  to  say  that  it  properly  be)on«  to  tUa  Govern- 
ment, for  all  the  puijMSCS  and  objecU  fw  which  nations 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  unng  it.  It  must  be  admitted 
tiiat  no  portion  of  this  power  remains  with  the  several 
States,  because  they  are  expressly  prohibited  from  impoa- 
ing  duties.  What,  then,  has  become  of  it,  if  it  does  not 
appertain  to  the  General  Government' 

1  will  here  remark,  that,  prior  to  and  at  the  adoption  of 
the  federal  constitution,  this  power  had  been  exercised  by 
Great  Britun,  France,  Spain,  and  all  other  nations  with 
whom  we  had  intercounei  all  of  which  was  known  to  the 
framers  of  the  oonstitetion.  We  are,  thereftn^  as  it 
seems  to  me,  not  at  liberty  to  suppose  that  it  was  intended 
by  tbem  that  less  power  should  be  possessed  by  that  Go>. 
vemment  to  which  they  confidsd  this  bubject,  than  was 
possessed  and  exercised  by  those  nations  with  wliom  we 
had  commei-cial  intercourse.  This  power  is  indispensable; 
and  witiiout  its  enstence  in  the  Federal  Government, 
there  is  no  power  in  this  country  by  which  Uie  regulations 
of  foreign  natimia,  iniiuious  to  our  commerce,  can  be  coun- 
teracted. From  17a9  down  to  the  present  moment,  it 
has  been  exerc'med,  and,  until  a  few  years  past,  has  never 
been  questioned.  It  seems  to  mi:  that  gentlemen  fall  into 
an  error,  by  mistaking  the  abuse  Of  a  constitutional  power  , 
for  evidence  of  its  unconstitutionality.  The  States  have 
no  power  to  declare  war;  the  war-making  power  is  trans- 
ferred by  the  constitution  to  the  General  Govemmenti  if 
Congress  shall  wantonly  and  unnecessarily  dechre  war,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  tit*  act  is  unconstitutional,  or  that  Con- 
gress lias  transcended  its  autiiority.  Tfiey  liave  abused 
a  power  committed  to  them;  Coneress  has  acted  upon  a 
auoject  confided  to  it  by  the  constnution;  and  for  the  im- 
proper exercise  of  its  discretion,  the  members  are  re- 
sponsible to  the  people,  who  can  apply  the  proper 
corr«ctive  by  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.  Fur- 
ther, a  law  must  be  eonsHtutional  or  not,  when  nude;  tbe 
makers  of  it  violate  that  instrument  in  the  enactment  of 
the  law,  if  it  be  violated  at  all;  bence  the  law  is  inopera- 
tive and  vtnd  from  its  origin,  on  account  of  its  repugnance 
to  the  constitution,  which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

But,  in  regard  to  the  tariff  laws,  it  is  admitted  they  are 
constitutional  as  long  as  the  money  is  needed  to  pay  the 
public  debt,  or  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment It  is  insisted  that  they  become  unconstitutional 
when  the  debt  ispaidi  or  the  revenue  arising  from  them 
is  no  longer  needed.  According4o  this  argument.  Con* 
gressmay  not  violate  the  constitution  whena  taviapaned, 
but  circumstances  occurring  afterwards  make  it  uncwisti- 
tutiona).  This  would  be  an  unsafe  and  dangerous  ground 
on  which  to  place  the  power  of  Congress,  because  they 
could  prevent  the  law  from  becoming  unconstitutional,  by 
imialging  in  extravagant  expenditures,  and  creating  a  ne- 
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OMUty  for  all  the  money  ariainjr  from  imports.  The  truth 
i%  the  mottvM  of  the  Legiriature  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  constitutionali^  of  a  W-  The  true  mode  to  test  that 
qaestion,  ia,  to  otmpore  its  provision^  with  the  constitu- 
tiont  and  if  no  repugnance  to  that  instrument  can  be  dis- 
covered in  the  lav,  it  is  constitutional,  whatever  were  the 
motives  of  the  lei^lators,  and  it  must  stand  until  repealed 
by  the  same  pover  which  enwrtcd  it.  The  motives  of  men 
are  so  TttimiSf  and  the  cauiet  wlueb  inSuence  th«r  judg- 
menti  and  actions  so  different,  that  no*aib  rule  founded 
upon  than  can  be  establidted,  which  to  determine  upon 
a«  constitutionality  or  unconstitutionality  of  laws.  One 
'  member  of  Congress  may  vote  for  a  particular  import 
duty,  with  a  view  solely  to  revenue;  another,  witl^a  view 
to  protectiont  and  if  the  constitutionahtj  of  the  du^  .de- 
pends on  the  motive  of  ttie  Legislature,  tt  it  constitutional 
and  unconstitutional  at  the  Mme  time.  Because  our  con- 
stitution is  an  excellent  one,  gentlemen  appear  to  think 
that  no  oppression  or  injustice  can  be  practised  without  a 
violation  of  it.  They  seem  to  forget  tUat  no  set  of  men 
can  be  clotlied  with  the  authority  to  do  good,  without 
pOBSesung  the  powerjto  do  evil.  Congress  is  clotiied  with 
powers  to  render  much  beneficial  service  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States)  but  it  also  possesses  the  power  to  adopt 
ineasures  highly  injurious  to  the  communityt  and  it  is  to 
prevent  or  correct  this,  that  the  responsibility  of  members 
to  their  constituents  is  provided,  and  hence  the  frequen- 
cy of  elections.  Suppose  Congress  should,  regardless  of 
the  public  interest,  proceed,  by  the  imposition  of  internal 
taxes,  to  raise  large  smns  of  money  for  the  purpose  of 
doubling  the  military  fortifications  of  the  country,  and  to 
increase  the  navy  to  double  its  present  force  in  two  years. 
This  would  be  very  indiscreet  lejgUatioa,  and  the  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  it  woidd  certainly  sot  be  returned  to 
the  next  Congreag;  but  stiU  diey  would  not  justly  incur 
the  chai^  of  violating  the  constitution.  The  true  rule 
to  be  observed,  in  deciding  upon  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law,  ts,  to  inquire,  has  Congress  the  power 
to  act  on  this  subject?  Li  it  one  of  tliobe  confided  to  it  by 
the  constitution  r  If  so.  Congress  may  constitutigpally 
act;  but  in  that  action  they  may  greatly  abuie  their  con- 
stitutional powers. 

That  the  subject  of  duties  is  one  vithin  the  powers  of 
the  Genera]  Gkivernmen^ia  mode  still  rocHv  apparent  to 
me  b^  the  consideration  that  the  amount  of  duties  is  the 
principal  subject  of  all  commercial  treaties  between  this 
and  foreign  Governments.  Wc  have,  but  a  few  days 
since,  rat^Md  a  treaty  with  tlic  French  Government,  in 
which  duties  on  impi^ted  mcrchan^e  formed  an  import- 
ant article.  If  it  dull  ever  be  determined  that  the  re- 
gulation of  a  tariff  is  not  under  the  control  of  the  Gene* 
ral  Government,  the  power  to  make  commercial  treaties 
will  be  impured.  'Although  I  dinpprove  and  condemn 
the  tariff  laws  as  inflicting  great  injustice  upon  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  communist  ai^  although  I  am  willing  to  jo'ui 
with  those  who  differ  with  me  upon  the  last  point  discuss- 
ed, in  the  reduction  of  duties  and  public  burdens,  1  can- 
not unite.lrith  them  in  pronouncing  these  laws  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  Prendent,  I  Iiave  subnutted  to  the  Senate  the  views 
I  entertain  upon  the  great  questions  involved  in  tlus  de- 
bate. My  canWction  is  that  the  present  tariff  laws  are 
unjust,  unecinal,  and  oppressivej  still  I  am  of  the  opinion 
Congress  had  the  power  to  enact  them.  I  have  also  stated 
the  principle  upon  which  we  ought  to  meet  and  adjust  a 
subject  which  is  now  agitating  and  distracting  the  whole 
country.  1  entreat  the  Senate  to  consider  Uiat  our  Go- 
vernment is  not  only  a  gmt  w^tical  but  moiml  itructure, 
and  whatever  alienates  the  anections  of  mj  portion  of  its 
citizen^  weakens  its  strength.  Although  all  fed  and  ac- 
knowledge their  attachment  to  the  Union,  we  cannot  tell 
what  nuw  be  the  effect  of  injustice  and  opprcsaton  long 
cuntioawl.   Shotild  they  who  cMnplain  even  be  mistaken 


in  a  great  degree  aa  to  the  causes  of  their  grievances,  they 
should  be  indulged  in  a  relaxation  of  this  system ;  tiiey  are 
aakinip  nothing  of  the  Government  only  to  be  let  alone. 
The  verynature  of  this  controveiir  entities  them  to  &vor. 
The  manu&cturers  have  obtwned  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress in  their  behalf.  In  every  case  of  this  kind,  where 
there  is  doubt  whether  the  action  of  the  Government, 
when-employed  in  behalf  of  a  portion  of  ita  dtizei^  may 
be  injurious  to  others,  it  is  the  du^  (rf'  the  Qovemment 
not  to  act,  or^  should  it  bav*  acted,  to  retrace  ita  steps 
pkciog  all  its  citizens  upon  an  equal  footing,  and  lettuig 
them  rely  upon  their  own  industry  and  enterprise,  rather 
than  on  governmental  aid  for  their  wealth  and  prosperity. 
If  those  who  advocate  the  manu&cturing  interests  on  this 
floor,  dull  decliile  to  accede  to  the  tenns  of  compromise 
I  have  suggested,  mil  it  not  be  apparent  to  lU  Ae  world 
that  ft  fiur  and  reasonable  protection  is  not  all  that  is  deairedi 
but  that  extravagant  profits  is  thtir  object,  and  that,  too, 
at  the  expense  of  justice  (and  right?  Tltat  s^nrit,  if  it 
exists,  will  not  long  be  indulged  by  a  lilgh^ninded,  just 
people.  The  reactitm  which  always,  sooner  or  later, 
takes  place  agunst  injustice,  will  ^ake  the  whole  pro- 
tecting system  ts  its  foundation;  and  tiiey  may  in  vain  ask 
that  compromise  which  they  now  reject.  I  «sk  SNiators 
if  they  will  not  yield  something,  in  order  that  strifes  and. 
contentions  may  cease,  and  good  will  and  brotherly  love 
prevail  throughout  this  great  American  &nu^.  Sir,  in- 
auspicious and  un&v(»^e  as  appearances  are,  I  will  still 
indulge  the  hope  tiiat  the  same  spirit  of  concesuOD,  ami^, 
and  concord,  which  presided  in  the  councils  of  our  iotbers 
when  they  framed  and  adopted  our  constitution,  may  like- 
wise influence  our  deliberations,  that  it  may  descend  and 
abide  with  those  who  are  to  fill  our  places,  in  all  future 
times,  so  that  this  Government  and  tUs  Union  maybe  per- 
petual. 

TuunsniT,  Febbuabt  16. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  lud  on  U>e  table  a  propoution  from 
Richard  Peters,  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  pub- 
lish aa  edition  of  the  laws,  treaties,  be  of  the  United 
States,  with  certain  commentaries  and  judicial  deinsionst 
whioh  was  referred  to  ti\e  Committee  on  the  library. 

The  following  resolutions,  subnutted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Houfxs,  came  up  for  conuderatioo: 

Baokedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
reeled  to  inform  the  Senate  why  the  statements  of  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States,  required  by  the 
act  of  the  10th  of  February,  1820,  have  not  been  trans- 
mitted to  Congress;  and,  if  there  is  any  impediment  to  a 
compliance  with  the  proviMons  of  that  aet,  what  legisla- 
tive ptoviwon  is  necessary  to  remove  it 

Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tie  di< 
rected  to  inform  the  Senate  why  he  has  not  reported  an 
answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  33d  of  December,  1831, 
calling  for  information  in  regard  to  the  .  British  colonial 
trade ;  and  when  the  answer  is  to  be  expected. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  went  into  a  particular  statement  of  ^ 
periods  at  which  the  report  referred  to  had  been  received 
in  fiirmeryeais,  to  diow  thiA  no  unusual  delay  had 
curred  insendi^  it  in  at  the  present  leaaiont  tha^  Aerc- 
fore,  the  resolution  was  uncalled  lor,  and  ita  implied 
censure  undeserved;  and,  moreover,  die  document  was 
prepared  by  tiie  Register  of  the  Treasury,  not  the  Secre- 
tary, it  being  merely  transQutted  through  thehanda  of  the 
latter. 

A  connderable  debate  followed.  Mr.  HOLMES  and 
Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  to  Mr.  Fobsttb,  and  advocated 
the  resolution,  on  the  ground  tiiat  the  original  purpoae  of 
the  act  (rf*  Congress  requiring  this  important  report  to  be 
laid  before  the  two  Houses  at  the  commencement  of  evoy 
session,  was  defeated  by  the  delay,  aa  it  left  Congress  no 
time  to  pnAtby  the  infimnation  it  commuaieatcdr-iirfor- 
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nutioD  which  was  of  mat  importance  to  the  public,  and 
WM  looked  Igr  wit]|  mtereat  every  year;  that  no  blame 
was  imputed  to  the  SecKtaryfcv  the  delay  <  bnt,M  the 
einlexiitedj  Hwu  prop^  Congress  should  know  where 
it  lay,  tlfkt  it  mt^ht  be  remetUed.  Lait  year  the  report 
did  no^  reach  the  members  before  September;  and  if  it 
was  not  receired  in  time  every  sesuon  to  idlow  such 
let^lattre  action  aa  the  ioformation  might  suggest,  it  was 
of  no  OK. 

Ifr.  FORSYTH  moved  ta  lav  the  fint  resolution  on  the 
table;  whii^  motion  vai  decuded  in  the  negadve^  m  fU- 
loWB: 

TEAS. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Buckner,  Dallas,  Dickerson, 
1>itdley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  Kin^,  Han- 
gum,  Sbrcy,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Troup,  White, 
Wlkins.— 19. 

NATS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fre- 
linehuysen,  Hendncks,  Holmes,  Miller,  Uoore,  Prentiss, 
Robbtns,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  T^ewell* 
Tcvilinaon,  iVi^;gaman,  Webster. — 19. 

Tbe  yeaa  and  nays  being  equally  divided,  Ae  Chair  de- 
cided the  question  in  the  negative. 

The  qaeation  then  was  taken  on  laying  the  second  le- 
'Solution  on  the  table,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
'by  the  following  vote; 

YEA8 — Messrs.  Benton,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Dallas, 
I>ickerson,  Dudley,  EUis^  Ewing,  Foot,  Forayth,  Freling- 
huyseo,  Grundjf,  Hendricki^  HiU,  Kane,  King,  Mangum, 
Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Ptnndezter,  Prentin,  Robhins, 
Bobinson,  Silsbee,  9roith,Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  l^p,  Web- 
ster. White,  Wilkina.— 32. 

NATS- — Messrs.  Bell,  Holmes,  RDggles^  Seymour, 
TuewelL— 5. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  he  had  found  some  inconveni- 
ence from  the  want  of  the  commerdal  statement  referred 
to  in  the  resc^ution,  and  he  bad  in  consequence  inquired, 
in  person,  at  the  Treaniry  Department  when  they  might 
be  expected  to  be  sent  to  Congress.  The  answer  he  re- 
ceired  vu.  that  the  returns  of  the  coQectora-of  the  great 
commercial  ptsts  of  Boston,  New  Tork,  and  Philadelphia, 
had  not  yet  been  made;  that  these  might  be  expected  in 
a  few  days,  when  the  statements  would  be  imme<hately 
prepared.  Ur.  D.  shid  that,  being  convinced  ftaai  (his 
mformation  that  tlie  inquiry  was  unneceasaiy,  he  should 
nte  against  tbe  reaolutmn. 

Ur.  CHAMBERS  waa'certunly  under  a  veiy  great  n^- 
talt^  or  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  given  the 
very  reasona  why  the  reaolation  ought  to  be  adopted.  That 
gentleman  had  been  informed  at  the  department  that  it 
was  because  the  collectors  of  three  great  ports  bad  not 
made  their  r^uras,  that  the  annual  statement  was  not  fur- 
nished teCongress.  Now,  sud  Mr.  C-,  we  want  to  know 
the  cause  of  this  delay,  that  we  may  «tply  the  remedy,  by 
legiriation.  He  waa  surpriaed  that  the  inquiry  should  meet 
with  any  opposition. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  aaid  he  had  voted  agunst  layingboth 
resolutions  on  the  table,  and  he  bad  done  bo  In  case  of 
every  call  made  by  a  Senator  on  one  of  the  departments 
for  mformation.  The  very  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  DicKsasoir]  was  flie  one  he  re- 
lied on  in  aupport  of  the  resolution.  The  gentleman  tells 
you  that  he  wants  the  information  to  be  contained  in  the 
anmal  alatemen^  and  he  cannot  get  it  because  the  collec- 
tors bare  not  nuule  their  retims.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jmtsey  was  satisfied,  and  be  would  be  satisfied  also, 
if  be  had  tKe  same  infoimation.  In  voting  for  the  inqidiy, 
he  had  anticipated  that  some  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
could  be  given  for  the  apparent  non-compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  He  had  not  the  least  doubt,  from 
the  practice  of  ten  years  paat,  there  were  difficuMeain  the 
wayt  and  it  was  lor  this  reason  that  he  wanted  to  know, 
in  some  offidalf  taneiUe  diape,  what  they  were,  in  nder 
flnt  the  renedy  nupit  be  apjiiied.   The  fiscal  year  ended 


on  the  30th  of  September,  and  the  returns  were  to  be 
made  up  to  that  time.  Now,  If  Aia  were  the  Aaaon  why 
the  statement  could  not  he  fumhhed  to  Congress  in  time, 
the  law  might  designate  a  more  convenient  period  for  the 
close  of  the  year.  Whatever  the  difficulties  might  be,  it 
was  necessary  to  see  and  know  them  befbre  they  could  be 
surmounted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  thought  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
had  rendered  a  considerable  service  to  his  coontry  by  ori- 
.ginating  this  call.  Every  gentleman  who  would  turn  hia 
attention  to  the  aul^eet  would  ace  that  the  dalajrs  in  the 
transmisMon  of  the  statement  delated  the  objects  of  the 
law.  He  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  find  fault  with  the  de- 
partment. A  difficulty  existed,  and  be  wanted  to  know 
what  it  was.  The  fkct  was,  that  the  sesnon  of  Congress 
waa  nearly  over  befbre  the  commerdal  information  on 
which  it  waa  intended  they  ahoold  rely  waa  reeeivedt  and 
tbia  difficulty  was  increased  in  the  suirt  sesnon;  for  the 
members  bad  all  returned  to  their  homes  before  the  state- 
ment was  received  by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Senate.  So 
fiir,  then,  as  the  law  was  deigned  to  asnst  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  its  benefits,  were,  in  a  ^reat  measure,  lost. 
The  reasons  of  the  gentlemafl  from  Geotgiawere  in'&vor 
rather  than  against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  He 
had  stated,  he  thought,  diat  the  subject  was  before  the 
other  House;  and  ifao,  sud  Mr.  W.,  it  must  come  her^ 
and  we  ongbt  to  have  ttie  injbnaation  required  by  Uie  re- 
solution to  enable  us  to  act  on  it. 

Afler  some  further  remarks  fVom  Mr.  WEBSTER,  Mr. 
FOB8TTH,  andMr.  HOLMES, 

The  question  ma  taken,  and  Uie  resolution  was  adopted. 

WASHINGTON'S  REMAINS. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  h^befoK  the  Senate  the  fi^ 

lowing  correspondence: 

Wabbihotoit,  JVSruory  14,  1832, 

Btan:  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  a  joint  resolution  to  celebrate  the  centennial  birth- 
day  of  George  Washington,  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  make  application  to  you  for  his  remains,  to  be  re- 
moved and  deposited  in  the  eapitol,  at  Washin^on,  in  con- 
formity with  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  34th  of 
December,  1799. 

They  Iiave  passed  another  joint  resolution,  authorizing 
us  to  make  application  to  you,  and  tp  Mr.  George  Wadl- 
ington  Park  Cuatis,  for  the  remuna  of  Martha  Washing- 
ton to  be  removed  and  deported  at  the  sarnie  time  with 
those  of  her  late  consnt,  Oetffge  Washington. 

We  herewith  enclose  copiesof  these  resolutions;  and,  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  on  us,  have  to  request 
that  you  would  ^ve  as  early  an  answer  to  ^lis  appliution 
as  may  be  practicable. 

We  have  the  luHior  to  be^  with  great  respect  your  obe- 
dient servants, 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUl^ 

Fntideaiofthe  Senate  and  Vice  President 

of  the  mited  8tate>. 
ANDREW  STEVENSON, 
Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  Bepmentatma. 
Mr.  J.  A.  WASBiireTOir, 

itouni  Vernon. 

MoiTKT  VxBKOir,  tViruary  15,  lfi33. 

ihehaaorabk  the  Praident  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  cf 
Me  Boaae  of  BffpreaenU^veei 

GsHTJcsmiT:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  and  the  resatutions  of  Congress  to  carry  into  com- 

Sttete  effect  that  which  was  adopted  in  December,  1799, 
or  the  removal  of  thf  remains  ol'  General  Waslungton  to 
the  seat  of  Goremment. 
I  bare  received,  with  pnrfbnnd  senAiltty,  the  expre» 
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Mon  of  the  derife  of  Congreit,  repKwnting*  the  whole  na- 
tion, to  htve  the  custody  and  care  of  the  remams  of  my 
revered  relatives)  and  the  struggle  which  it  has  produced 
in  my  mind  between  a  seofc  of  duty  to  the  highest  autho- 
rities of  ipy  countty,  and  private  feelings,  has  been  greatly 
embarrassing.  But  when  I  recollect  that  his  will,  in  re- 
spect to  the  diapositton  of  his  remains,  has  been  recently 
carried  into  full  eifect,  and  that  they- now  repose  in  per- 
fect tranquillity,  surrounded  by  those  of  other  endeared 
members  of  the  fiumly,  I  hope  CongrcM  vnH  do  Justice  to 
the  motives  wluch  seem  to  me  require  tliat  I  should  not 
consent  to  their  separation. 

I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  communicate  these  sentiments 
and  feelings  to  Congress,  with  the  nateful  acknowledg- 
ments of  me  whole  of  the  relataves  o7  my  grand  uncle  fcr 
the  distinguiahed  honor  which  was  iotemMd  to  his  memo- 
ry, and  to  accept  for  youMelvaa  aisttnnces  of  my  grati- 
tude and  cAeem. 

.  JOHN  A.  WASHINGTON. 

AmuiroTOK  Honss,  ISietdaif  nuM, 

Rbruary  f4,  1833. 
GiHTLiMEv:  Tbs  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  write  requeating  my  consent  to  the  removal  of  the 
remaios  of  my  venerable  grand  parents  from  their  pre- 
sent resting  pkce  to  the  capitt^  I  have  this  moment  re- 
cdved. 

I  give  my  most  hearty  consent  to  the  removal  of  the  re- 
mains,  after  the  manner  requoated,  and  congratulate  the 
GovernQient  upon  the  approaching  consummation  of  a 
great  act  of  nationed  gratitude. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  P.  CU8TIS. 
To  the  honorable  J.  C.  Calhouit,  PJce  Preaident,  &c.  and 

Ahobbw  Stbtxhsoit,  speaker  of  the  Batm  ofB/meten- 

tatka. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  Clay's  resolution  relative  to  the  tariff  was  then 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  GRUNDY  concluded  his  remarks  in 
eppoution  to  the  resolution.  [Reported  entire,  with  the 
remarks  of  the  first  day.] 

Mr.  EWING  stated  his  intentiiHi  of  addressing  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  subject  to-morrow,  and  moved  an  adjournraent. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Friday,  Vsbbvaby  17. 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  apportionment  of  re- 
presentatives Among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
fifth  censufe,  was  read  the  second  timej  when 

Hr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee 
of  seven  members. 

Mr.  H  AVNE  observed  that  the  practice  of  referring  sub- 
jects to  select  committees  had  been  found  often  inconve- 
nient. There  were  particular  cases,  he  admitted,  in  which 
reference  to  select  committees  was  necessary,  but  this  he 
did  not  connder  one  of  them.  In  general,  he  thought,  a 
reference  to  one  of  the  standing  committees  was  prefera- 
ble.   He  would  name  the  Committee  on  the  Judidaty. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  sud  be  never  had,  before,  moved  the 
reference  of  any  subject  to  a  select  committee;  but  as 
there  was  no  standing  committee  of  the  Senate  to  which 
the  subject  could  be  appropriately  referred,  and  conwder- 
ing  the  mterests  of  tiie  vanoua  sections  of  Uie  country  in- 
vtdved,  he  thuight  a  8<;lect  committee  neccwary.  The 
gentleman  from  South  CaroUna  bad  to  have  the 

question  taken  first  with  regard  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  He  riiould  vote  agunst  it,  with  the  hope  that 
his  own  motion  would  finally  prevul. 

After  siHne  remarks  on  the  subject  by  Meagrs.  CHAM- 


BERS, 81LSBEB.  POINDEXTEB,  and  BUCKNEU,  in 
fevor  of  a  select  comnUtteet  and  Mr.  GRUNDY  agunst  it. 

The  question  on  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  was  dedded  in  the  negitive — ^yeas  30,  nays  23. 

Tile  question  was  next  taken  on  a  reference  to  a  select 
committee,  and  carried  without  a  division,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  seven,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  ordered. 

The  following  members  were  ^pcuited  by  ballot  to 
compose  the  committee,  viz. 

Messrs.  Wmbtxe,  Btrcuran,  Haxxa,  Mabct,  Tirrov, 
Dallas,  and  FoBsm. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Clat's  resolution  on  the  tariff. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  rose  in  support  of  the  resolution. 
He  sud  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  subject  under  conaderation.  Aware, 
too,  that  it  had  received  an  extended  and  most  able  dia- 
cus»on,  by  men  of  wisdom,  experience,  and  eloquence, 
I  can,  therefore,  said  Mr.  E.,  scarcely  hope  to  elicit  any 
new  truth,  or  present,  in  a  new  or  more  striking  ligh^ 
any  known  fact  or  argument  which  bears  upon  this  much 
controverted  question.  Still,  wr,  I  have  thought  it  due 
to  myself,  and  the  State  which  1  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent,  that  I  express  on  this  floor  the  views  which 
I  entertun  on  a  subject  in  which  that  State  has,  also,  in 
common  with  the  whole  extended  West,  a  deep  and  all- 
pervading  interest. 

I  regret  that  gentiemen,  opponents  of  the  protecting 
system,  have  thrown  into  the  discussion  much  matter  of  a 
political  character,  wholly  foreign  from  the  question,  and 
naturally  tending  to  distract  the  mind,  and  withdraw  the 
attention  from  its  calm  and  deliberate  iovesti^tion,  and 
especially  that  banh  epithets  and  h^  dmunciation  have 
been,  in  part,  substituted  for  reason  and  argument.  Gen- 
tlemen, wlio  oppose  the  resolutitfh  offered  by  my  honora- 
ble friend  from  Kentucky,  assume,  as  a  starting  point,  as 
premises  from  which  they  draw  largely  for  tbeir  conclu- 
sions, that  the  tariff  is  odious;  and  reasons  are  offered, 
elaborate  and  ingenious,  to  prove  that,  in  its  operation,  it 
is  oppressive  and  unjust. 

The  6rst  predicate,  that  the  tariff"  is  odious,  (to  those 
who  hate  i^)  is  a  proportion  that  I  am  not  at  all  dbposed 
to  controvert,  viewed,  as  It  has  been,  by  gentlemen,  in  a 
hostile  and  adverse  spirit;  ^th  minds  predisposed  to  see 
in  it  every  thing  of  evil  and  nothing  good,  it  is  not  at  all 
surprising,  whatever  may  be  its  operatioi),  that  it  should 
still  be  to  them  abhorred  and  hated.  Nor  is  it  strange 
that  a  share  of  the  odium,  thus  thought  due  to  the  object, 
should  attach  also  to  those  by  whom  it  upts  created  and  is 
sustained;  and  such  seems  to  be  the  result.  The  policy  of 
the  friends  of  the  tariff  is,  by  honorable  gentlemen,  pro- 
nounced a  c61d  and  beartlesa  policy;  the  contest  between 
those  who  would  prostrate,  and  those  who  would  su^n 
it,  IS  said  to  be  the  stn^gle  of  patriotism  on  the  one  ude, 
andavarios  on  the  other.  And  all  that  is  hatefhl,  and 
all  that  is  listed,  in  ttus  system,  is,  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gbcssi,]  attributed  to,  and  ca^ 
upon.  New  England. 

Sir.  I  atand  not  here  to  defend  New  England  against  tiiis 
or  any  other  chai^.  She  has,  on  this  floor*  representa- 
tives of  her  own,  much  more  competent  than  I  to  do  her 
justice.  Nevertheless,  it  is*  even  to  me,  a  subject  of  cu- 
rious and  somewhat  interesting  inquiry,  for  what  peculiar 
cause  she  is  now  so  deeply  implicated  by  the  booorable 
gentleman  in  this  high  pdttical  crime.  Ii  the  tariff  be  an 
evil,  abhorred  and  hateful,  it  would  be  natural  to  suppose 
that  those  by  whom  it  was  first  fiutened  upon  us  should 
bear  the  weight  of  the  odium  whfehit  involves.  And  was 
it  New  EnriMid  that  cUd  this?  The  bonor^le  Senator  has 
already  tola  ns  that  New  England  opposed  the  tariff  of 
1834f  an^      she  iSA  present  an  ahnort  uniUnded  fiont 
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against  it.  Her  capital  vaa  TMted  in  otlwr  eaployment 
wta  that  of  manu&ikures;  her  enterprise  directed  to  other 
pursuits)  and  a  disnoaition  to  sudden  change  forms  M  part 
of  the  character  of  her  jfeople.  She,  therefore,  opposed 
it,  because  ahe  believed  it  injurious  to  her  interests;  stout- 
ly and  firmly  opposed  it;  but  it  became  a  Uw.  The  6*- 
rection  «f  her  -ca]»tat  was  then  nadutlfy  changed,  so  as  to 
adapt  itself  to  the  legidaUon  orthe  country;  and  the  tariff 
of  1834,  which  die  bad  dreaded  u  an  evil,  proved  to  be 
a  blessing:.  JLar^  suiot  of  money  were  invested  in  manu- 
&ctarin^  ettRblirinnents,  vested  in  faith  of  the  l^fislation 
of  our  country;  and  are  the  people  of  New  England  to  be 
charged  with  the  whole  odium  of  this  law,  whenever  it 
may  be  o&ous,  merely  because  they  saw  fit  to  make  the 
best  of  that  wluch  they  could  not  avoids  As  to  the  tariff 
«f  ISSSf  it  btismga  to  no  one;  snd  the  very  features  which 
.ire  most  objecti«iid>le,  and  most  objected  to,  hy  the  ene- 
mies of  the  system,  were  introduced  by  theimeives,  for 
the  purpose,  as  it  is  said,  of  rendering  it  obnoxious. 

But  the  gentleman  fh>m  Tennessee  compbdns  that  New 
England  is  flourishing,  bec<nning  rich,  by  reason  of  this 
taritr,  and  significant^-  inquires,  whether  this  is  done  fiiir- 
ly '  Now,  admit  the  feet — admit  that  her  wealth  is  accu- 
mulating by  reason  of  this  very  tariff— does  it  afford  any 
ground  whatever  Ibr  the  chaige  of  fraud,  or  artfOetf,  in* 
sinuated  against  her?  The  tann  was  passed  without  ber 
concurrence,  and  against  her  will,  and  no  means  were  left' 
to  avwd  it.  Uar  people,  therefore,  did  what,  in  that  aitu- 
atioi^  they  must  do,  apply  their  labor  and  capital  to  tlie 
exiating  Mate  of  things;  tney  became  manufacturers;  and 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  his  candor,  admits  that 
even  they  are  entitled  to  something  at  our  hands;  that  they 
should  be  secured  from  the  injurious  effects  of  frequent 
legislative  changes^  but  tliat  they  afaould  not  be  penmtted 
to  grow  rich  at  the  ezpensnof  their  neighbors.  Now,  the 
ftflencc  of  New  England  is,  that,  under  the  operation  vf  a 
tariff,  forced  upon  her  by  other  sections  of  the  Union,  she 
^till  goes  on  increasing  in  wealth  and  pr(»perity;  and,  sir, 
do  what  we  will,  legialate  as  we  may,  she  will  still  go  on 
and  prosper.  The  grrm  of  prosperity  is  inherent  in  the 
habits  ana  genius  of  this  peoplet  we  may  check  and  retard 
its  development,  but  we  cannot,  if  we  would,  destroy  it. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  {Ur.  Hatks]  has  di- 
vined the  true  cause  of  Uieirsteady  and  unceann^  advance- 
ment: they  are  active,  industrioos,  and  persevering;  pru- 
dent an^  careful,  both  in  great  and  little  things;  'and  this 
cliaractenstic  not  confined  to  any  class  or  age;  it  pervades 
the  whotb  people;  descends  from  generation  to  generation, 
from  father  to  son,  from  mother  to  dauglder,  soastoform 
a  proBUDent  trait  in  their  natkmal  character:  tiiey  are  an 
industrious  people,  ingenious  and  inventive  in  all  tbe  use- 
ful arts,  careful  and  prudent  in  all  the  concerns  of  life. 
These  are  the  leading  causes  of  the  advancement  of  New 
England;  and  (hey  are  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect  with- 
out resorting  to  the  suspicion  of  fraud,  or  artifice^  or  tricks 
played  ofi'  upon  other  portions  of  the  Union. 

But,  in  his  appropriation  of  the  odium  of  the  tariff,  is  it 
not  a  little  surprising  that  the  Senator  firom  Tennessee 
slioidd  cut  it  all— yes,  all,  upon  New  En^nd— New  TMg- 
Isnd,  who  bad  opposed  i^-struggled  against  it — and,  at 
last,  when  resistance  became  hopetess,  reluctantly  yielded 
to  its  operation.  Where,  in  the  estimation  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman,  is  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Western  Stttcs?— they  who  arrayed  their  united 
slrengtli  in  its  £»vor,  and,  in  truth,  gave  us  the  tariff  of 
1824.  Where,  especially,  is  Fennsylrania— she  who,  in 
£ict,  committed  all  tJte  political  sins  now  diarged  upon 
New  England?  Tlic  honorable  Senator  has  passed  her 
over  in  perfect  silence,  withuut  Me  word  of  reproof— she 
who  unned  most  deeply,  if  to  support  a  protecting  tariff 
be  a  crime.  But,  perhaps,  Pennsylvania  has,  in  the  esti- 
maliun  of  the  hunorable  Senator,  some  redeeming  quality 
—it  roust  be  M);  kml  yet  llind  myselfat  a  Ion  todiseovcr 
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it.  All  those  evil  principles  for  which  he  has  to  heaiily 
denoaneed  New  England,  exist  in  fiill  fcwcein  Pennsylva- 
nia. She  is  as  extensively  embarked  in  manufactures,  per- 
haps more  extenrively— «he  is  «  rich  as  New  En(^«nd,  if 
not  richei^Hihe  has  equal  industry;  equal  frugaUtyt  a  bet- 
ter soilf  a  milder  climate;  mbre  mineral  treasure;  and  is 
growing  rich  under  our  present  system,  as  fiut,  or  faster. 
Why  is  it,  then,  that  New  Enghmd  is  borne  down  by  tbe 
weight  o£  his  denunciatKm,  wnd  Pennsylvania  permitted 
to  pass  aloHWt  without  reproach }  But,  sir,  though  Penn. 
sylvania  has  escaped  the  odium  cast  by  the  hontwmble  Se- 
nator on  some  otlier  tariff  States,  paiticuhu^y  New  Eng- 
land, she  is  not,  it  seems,  in  the  opiiWHi  of  that  gentleman, 
free  from  the  moral  and  political  contamination  conse- 
qnent  upon  the  introduction  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. In  his  estimation,  it  would  seem  that  the  laborer 
in  a  manu&ctory  cannot  hare  the  soul  and  spirit  of  a  free- 
man;  that  he  is  home  down  with  oppression — shrinking 
from  the  frown,  and  trembUng  beneath  the  lash  of  the  task- 
master. The  benevolent  feelings  of  that  gentleman  will, 
I  have  no  doubt,  be  gratified  with  the  assurance  that,  in 
all  this,  he  is  entire^  deceived.  He,  doubtless,  had  in 
his  mind  what  he  has  heard  o^  but,  perhaps  never  scM— 
a  troop  of  slaves,  toiling  beneaUi  toe  lash  of  tlie  driver, 
and  simnking  from  its  stroke.  Out  this  picture  does  not 
at  all  suit  the  condition  of  the  free  bborer  of  the  Middle 
or  Western  States.  Atuong  them,  farmers  or  manufactu- 
rers, it  is  all  the  same.  They  are,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  freemen;  and  the  laborer  is  as  free  as  his  employer, 
and  knows  his  rights  as  well.  There  is  no  degradation  in 
the  condition  of  uiy  man,  unless  he  be  degraded  by  crime. 
The  honorable  Senator  mav,  therefore,  rest  easy  upui  this 
subject.  There  is  do  nwre  dat^r  that  the  spirit  of  liber- 
ty b  expiring  in  Pennsylvania  or  Ohioi  than  that  morals 
are  becoming  extinct  in  New  England. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  has  sung  us  a  mournful  pali- 
node over  our  decaying  nav^j^on  interest— our  foreign 
navigation,  as  he  says,  diminishing;  our  coastuig  naviga- 
tion increasing,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
population.  Again  have  I  occasion  to  admire  tbe  philan- 
thropy of  the  honorable  {Senator  from  Tenncmee— ^us 
deep  and  intense  fueling  for  the  nusfotCunes  of  a  section 
of  the  Union  the  moat  remote  from  that  which  he  repre- 
sents—misfortunes, too,  which  gentlnnen  who  come  from 
the  suffering  districts,  who  represent  the  principal  mari- 
time States,  themselves  have  never  known  or  felt  But 
I  leave  this  matter  for  the  present,  and  proceed  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  my  main  subject — the  general  operation  of  the 
tariff  upon  our  country,  and  especially  upon  its  agricul- 
toral  intereili. 

A  flourishing  agricultural  population  is  the  vet^  basis 
of  the  prosperity  of  a  nation — espeoally  <rf  our  republic, 
extended  and  fcrl'de  as  are  its  fields;  vride  and  ratied 
oa  are  its  cliroes;  and  it  is  with  a  view  to  the  advance- 
ment of  that  interest — especially  of  the  interest  of  the 
Western  farmer— that  I  give  to  the  protecting  qrstem  my 
decided  and  unquahfied  support.  Bom  and  reared  in  th^ 
section  of  tbe  country  which,  berct(rfbre,  has  been,  and 
still  almost  exclurively  agncultural;  Btandu^  in  a  ritu- 
ation  in  wlucb  tbe  afiairs  of  the  husbandman,  whother 
prosperous  or  adverse^  have  been  fanuhar  to  my  obsem- 
tion;  I  know  their  wants,  I  understand  thdr  interest^  and 
shall  endeavor  to  speak  their  langui^. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  fi^eral  constitution, 
before  the  country  bad  fully  recovered  from  the  shock 
occanoned  by  the  desolating  war  of  the  revolution,  the 
troubles  in  Europe  growii^  out  (rf"  the  French  revolution, 
commenced,  and  in  tbw  progress,  and  in  their  consequw 
ce^  from  that  period  down  to  the  year  IfilS,  except  while 
suspended  by  the  embargo,  or  checked  by  tiie  war  with 
England,  gave  to  our  a^icuhural  products  a  foreign  mat-' 
ket,  and  to  our  navigating  interest  an  advantage  over  tint 
at  otiier  nations,  whcrily  unexampled  in  the  annab  of  man* 
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Unci.  During:  this  period*  our  agiicuHunt  intereat  prot> 
percd  to  a  decree  truly  astonidiii^;  it  added  to  its  other 
•dTantagea  the  introduction  a  new  staple,  that  of  cot- 
ton, which  flouriahed  beak  on  the  Soutoem  lands  leaat 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  grun,  or  to  mzinp.  Thia  ex- 
tended itaelf  npidly*  and  ue  demands  oi  the  market  btiag 
for  &  Umfc  tfane  b^ond  the  nipolj  produced,  it  became  a 
mreeorimmaMe  and  i*pidly  \ncreaang  wcahh.  Within 
tUa  period  of  ^e,  the  settlements  of  the  Weatem  coun- 
try, rrom  small  bepniunga,  advanced  with  amazing  rapi- 
dity. Crowds  of  emigrants,  constantly  pressing  into  that 
country,  formed  themaelres  a  market  for  nearly  all  the  sur- 
plus produce  of  the  more  eaiiy  inUabitantst  and  whatever 
renamed  bqrond  tfais,  found  a  ready  maricet  in  New  Or- 
leani^  both  before  and  after  itg  cession  to  the  United  States. 

The  agricuhural  interest  in  the  West  alao  nined  ra- 
ther than  lost  by  the  late  war  with  England)  and  suffered 
litUe  from  the  sospenuon  of  foreign  commerce  which  it 
occasioned.  That  portion  of  the  country  was,  for  a  long 
time,  the  theatre  of  war,  and  t)ie  large  supplies  required 
for  our  troops  were  furiusbed  b^  her  already  exhaustless 
graaaricfi  while  the  Atlantic  atie%  andthe  maou&ctoriet 
at  die  EMt,  taeeired  thmr  snppUesof  five  stock  fromtlw 
drarers  of  the  West,  and  of  com  and  flour  from  the  grain- 
growing  portions  of  the  older  States.  But,  ^fta  the  rene- 
ral  peace  which  followed  the6aal  overthrow  of  Napoleon, 
when  the  migh^  armies  which  had  devastated  Europe 
were  disbanded,  and  the  soldiers  which  composed  them 
returned  each  to  his  village  or  hamlet,  to  repair  with  his 
labor  wlut  he  had  wasted  by  liis  arms;  when  a  few  years 
€if  quiet,  peaceful  industry  bad  restorecl  the  energr  of  ex- 
hawted  natioDS,  the  acene  witii  us  was  changed.  The 
fields  of  Europe,  now  cultivated  in  peace,  produced  an 
abundant  supply  for  all  Iter  inhabitants,  and  consequently 
the  products  of  our  grain-growing  region,  the  Middle  and 
Western  States,  could  find  no  market  there.  England, 
after  the  peace,  continued  to  purchase  lai^ely  of  us,  and, 
in  return,  flooded  our  country  with  her  manufactured  ar- 
ticles, until  our  Eastern  manu&cturera  were  prostrated 
and  ruined  by  her  overwhelming  competition.  In  1820, 
'SI,  and  '3Stf  the  amount  of  our  grain  admitted  into  her 
pwta  became  less  and  less  considerable,  and,  in  1823, 
her  ports  were  closed  against  ,this  portion  of  our  pro- 
ducts. 

In  the  mean  time,  causes  were  in  operation  at  home, 
tending  to  the  total  prostration  of  the  agricultural  inte- 
rest.  Our  manufactures  were  annihilated;  our  home  mar- 
ket was  thus  cut  off{  the  fineign  ports  were,  in  effect, 
closed  against  ua{  the  markat  which  our  armies  had  af- 
forded the  Western  fanner,  during  the  war,  had  ceased; 
that  army  lUibanded,  the  scricUers  became  farmers,  and 
added  their  quota  to  the  vast  amount  of  our  surplus 
agricultural  products;  the  only  market  that  remained  open 
to  us  was  a  small  portion  of*^  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
States^  the  West  India  islands,  and,  to  a  limited  extent, 
tlie  coast  of  South  America;  consequently,  our  produce 
WH  fridgfated  upon  the  waters,  and  aent  downwards  to 
New  Orleanit  but  the  aupphr  exceeded  the  demand  twice 
told;  the  moket  was  glutted;  the  price  went  down  almost 
to  notlungi  and  many  a  mercantile  enterpriae  there  has 
involved  even  more  than  a,  total  loss.  I  well  recollect  an 
instance,  in  which,  after  the  sale  of  boat  and  cargo,  and 
placing  the  proceeds  to  the  credit  of  the  freighter,  the 
balance  against  him,  as  claimed  by  the  commission  mer- 
Chant,  was  aomething  more  than  four  hundred  dtdlars. 
Tbii,  however,  waa  anextreme  case;  bat,  generally,  from 
•bout  the  year  1831  to  1835,  the  export  trade  was  ruinous 
to  all  who  et^aged  in  it.  The  truth  is,  no  foreign  mar- 
ket whatever,  beyond  the  very  narrow  Knuu  which  I  have 
^lecified,  did  exist;  and  it  was  worse  than  idle  to  force 
our  products,  espeoally  agricultural  products,  upon 
any  people,  b^ond  tiie  amount  which  their  necessities 
require.   They  are  articles  whteh  adndniiter  to  ncidier 


the  pride  or  paiiions  of  men;  so  for  as  the  necesnlica  of 

a  people  require,  they  must,  if  possble,  procure  them; 
beyond  this  point  th^  will  not,  however  cheapljr  they 
may  be  obtained.  It  is,  therefore,  idle  and  chimerical  to 
saythat,  "if youincreaaeproductioiv there wiUbeniotttha 
to  consume  it.**  Hme  may  funush  them;  centuries  hence 
they  may  arise  bjr  nulUon^  and  gather  fi^st  opon  (he  foot- 
steps of  production}  but  where  were  the  mouths  to  con- 
sume the  accumulated  products  erf"  the  West  in  1833,  '24, 
and  *35?  In  our  own  country  we  had  them  -not;  every 
market  in  America  was  filled  to  repletion;  the  ports  of 
the  British  isles  were  cloaed  against  us.  Hie  North  of 
Europe  grows  com  to  an  extent  for  beyond  the  wants  of 
the  country,  and,  at  the  time  of  which  I  am  apeaUi^, 
felt,  and  as  extensively  u  we,  the  pressure  eonsequent 
upon  over-production ;  and  the  markets  upon  the  Bakie 
and  the  North  Sea  were  supplied  by  the  com  of  P<^and, 
from  the  porta  of  Dantzic  and  Konigabiu^;  southward, 
the  products  of  the  fertile  countries  upon  the  Danube, 
the  Dnieper,  and  the  shores  of  the  Euune,  meet  us  at  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  shut  us  out  of  the  Mediterranean. 

In  short,  every  portion  of  the  world  was  searched  by 
our  inteUigent  merdiants,  and  all  eombined  did  not  fur- 
nish a  market  adequate  to  our  surplus  productions.  Every 
farmer  in  Ohio  long  knew  and  felt  the  pressure  consequent 
upon  this  state  of  things.  Tear  after  year  their  atacka 
of  wheat  stood  unthrashed,  scarcely  worth  the  manual 
labor  of  separating  the  grain  from  the  stmwi  so  low  waa 
it  reduced,  in  compariaon  with  manufactured  articles,  that 
I  have  known  forty  bushels  of  wheat  given  for  a  pair  oT 
boots.  Such  was  the  state  of  thinn  in  the  Western  coun- 
try, priw  to,  and  at  the  time  of,  Uie  revirion  oi  the  tariff 
in  iep4. 

About  the  same  time,  unleu  I  am  much  deceived,  like 
causes  produced  similar  effects,  though  to  a  less  extent, 
on  the  cotton-planting  interest  in  the  South.  The  honor- 
able Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hatxk]  has  said 
that  "  cotton  is  an  article,  the  production  of  which  cannot 
be  overdone."  Sir,  the  gentleman  is  mistaken;  do  but 
connder  how  many  portions  of  the  earth  produce  the  ar- 
ticle to  tlie  full  measure  ot  the  wants  of  its  inhabitantii 
and  even  be^tmdtbem;  take  into  view,  also,  the  capacity 
of  several  of  those  countries^  espeoally  our  own,  for  in- 
creased, nay,  almost  itnlinuted,  production,  and  compare 
this  with  the  capacity  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  coun- 
tries, to  which  our  cotton,  or  the  fabric  produced  from  i^ 
can  find  access  to  purcliaae  and  consume;  he  will  find, 
unless  I  am  much  decdved,  that,  of  all  artidea,  (tobacco, 
perhaps,  excepted,)cottonisone,  the  production  of  which 
ts  most  hkely  to  be  overdone. 

The  whole  of  our  present  export  is  loosefy  estimated  at 
one  million  of  bales;  most  of  tnis  is  sold  in  England,  and 
forms  the  principal  supply  for  the  British  manufactures. 
Now  that  nation,  with  its  dependencies,  a  most  extensive 
consumer,  is,  in  the  first  place,  abundantly  supplied  with 
themanufacUired  article;  and,  moreover,  I  aak  you  if  there 
is  a  spot  on  tiie  habitable  i^obe,  where  her  manufoctured 
articles  can  find  a  market,  that  it  has  not  already  penetrated, 
«nd  supplied  to  the  foil  extent  of  the  demand.  What 
portion  of  the  earth  is  there,  where  civilized  or  even 
savage  man  ia  to  be  found,  who  has  any  thing  to  gire  in 
exchange  for  their  fabrics,  which  lias  not  been  already 
sought  out  and  furnished,  even  to  repletion?  Europe, 
America,  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  and  Southern 
Oceans,  Arabia,  Hiodostan,  the  further  India,  and  even 
China  itself,  are  visited  by  b»  merchants,  and  flooded 
with  her  fobrics;  the  price  of  which  has  been  long  since 
reduced  below  that  <n  every  other  article  used  for  cloth- 
ii^,  so  that  the  cost  has  not,  for  many  years  past,  pre- 
vented any  people,  even  the  poorest,  from  purchasing  to 
the  extent  of  their  wants,  or  at  least  to  the  extent  of  their 
commodities  which  would  be  received  in  exchange. 
The  amount  of  our  exports  of  eotton  hu  been  already 
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itated  at  one  ntinkm  of  bain;  our  home  coimunpfloti  m»y 
amount  perhapt  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  bales; 
making,  in  the  aggre^te,  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  bales,  as  the  whole  product  of  the  United  States 
— the  average  product  of  a  little  more  than  one  million  of 
acres  of  land.  There  is,  in  the  cotton  region  of  the 
United  States,  more  than  twen^  millions  of  acres  of  land 
adapted  to  the  prodoction  of  Ulis  staple,  bendes  a  very 
large  portioii  ofthe  Tem^  wUcbissetdingwitfa  ourpeo- 
ple»  and  beconung  oar  rind  in  this  product  If  the  de- 
mand fbr  eottonlud  been  unlimited,  and  iftiiefMlofpricef 
consequent  upon  over-production,  did  not,  in  its  turn,  re- 
set upon,  and  check  production  itself,  in  a  few  more  years 
the  production  of  that  article  would  increase  more  than 
tenfold.  Such  is  the  natural  courae  of  things.  The 
great  extent  of  new  and  fertile  lands,  constantly  exposed 
to  sale  at  the  lowest  pricet  the  ease  with  which  a  great 
portion  of  tbem  is  brou^it  uito  cuhiration,  and  the  abun- 
dant crops  wluch  theyjndd,  with  the  energy  and  enter- 
prise of  the  migrating  portion  of  our  people,  would  yield 
«  vast,  inealeulable  amount  of  this  product,  for  which  thin 
earth  may  be  searched  in  vain  to  find  a  market.  That 
the  fait  in  the  price  of  cotton,  the  leading  cause  of  all  the 
distress  complained  of  in  South  CTarolina,  is  owing  to  over- 
productioor  Hid  not  to  tile  Uriff  of  163^  is  evi&nt  from 
someftirilier  fiwta.  In  1818,  our  whole  exporUof  cotton 
amoonted  to  ninety-two  miirrans  of  pounds,  and  produced 
tUrty^fbur  cents  per  pound.  In  1833,  the  amount  of  the 
c3cport  had  augmentra  to  one  hundred  And  seventy-three 
millions  of  pounds,  and  the  price  had  fidlen  to  eleven 
cents.  Now,  a  part  of  this  astonidiing  reduction  in  the 
price  of  tlie  article  in  bo  short  a  time,  is,  I  admit,  accounted 
m  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of  money  equivalent  to  nearly 
one-tiurdi  deducttbii^  whiehcvety  one  will  admit  a  liberal 
aDowance,  and  the  All  in  price,  consequent  upon  over- 
production, or,  what  is  the  lame  thing,  the  prodocer  of 
the  raw  material  furnishing  it  &ster  than  it  could  be 
wrought  up  by  the  manufacturer,  is  more  than  one-batf  in 
five  years;  as,  in  the  case  of  grain,  the  consequence,  or 
at  least  the  tendency,  of  this  over-production,  and  tiit 
glutting  of  the  foreign  markets,  has  been  the  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  article  to  ^e  minimum  at  which  it 
could  be  produced.  Indeed,  the  effect  of  anezeesrive 
supply  of  any  article  of  oenunerce  U  mudt  greater  than 
sne  would  be  at  first  led  to  believe  t  the  sroalter  quantity, 
which  &lls  short  of  the  demand,  generally  producing  more 
than  ttie  Urgfrr  quantity,  which  exceeds  it.  As,  for  in- 
stance, the  exports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States,  in 
1818,  which  amounted  to  ninety-two  miQiona  of  pounds 
weight,  an  amount,  I  conclude,  less  than  the  market 
required,  brought  thirty-one  millions  of  dtdlars.  The 
amount  ei^orted  in  18^  was  two  hundred  and  nine^- 
lour  miHioits  of  poonffs  an  amount  greater  than  couU 
readily  find  a  market,  and  brought  but  tven^-nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  And  this,  in  truth,  rests  upon  a  phun 
and  common  principle  of  barter;  we  see  it  in  all  the  opera- 
tions of  life.  Wood,  for  example,  became  scarce  in  this 
city,  in  consequence  of  the  early  dosing  of  the  naviga- 
tion, andimntedtately  rose  to  an  enormous  price.  Now, 
suppose  tins  crty  to  require  one  thousand  cords  of  wood 
per  week,  during  the  winter  montbst  as  long  as  that  quan- 
ti^  continued  to  be  regularW  offered  in  the  market,  the 
setters  luid  the  buyers  would  be  upon  a  footing  of  equality, 
and  tbe  article  would  com6iand  a  Eiir  price.  Suppose, 
again,  the  supply  to  fiOI  diort  one  hundred  cords  per  week, 
tbe  wants  of  the  city  continuing  at  one  thousand  cords, 
and  the  supply  being  but  nine  hundred;  in  this  case,  the 
sellers  would  have  the  advanti^  of  the  purchasers,  and 
would  fix  their  own  price;  tbe  iwie  hundred  cords  would 
sell  ftr  more  than  one  thousand:  and  suppose,  tiie  wants 
of  the  city  remuning  the  same,  that  the  regular  supply 
aboald  amount  to  one  thouaand  one  bnndred  etmb  per 
week,  wUch  vould  be  a  veeUj-exeets  of  one  hundred 


cords  of  the  supply  overlbedeihandt  the  market  becomes 
glutted,  the  producers  snxious  to  sellt  the  consuDKn, 
careless  about  purcbamng,  necenarily  bring  down  the 

Krice,  and  the  one  thouaand  and  one  hundred  cords  week- 
furnished  to  the  city,  being  beyond  their  wanti^  bring 
a  much  less  sum  in  the  aggregate  to  the  country  which 
furnishes  it,  than  would  nine  hundred  cords,  sn  amount 
below  their  wants.  The  same  principle  applies  to  com- 
merce every  where,  whctiier  it  be  on  a  greater  a  United 
scale;  it  is  to  tiiat,  a  law  as  constant  and  contnUing  in  its 
operation  as  the  law  of  gra^tatitm  to  the  moticms  of  the 
heavenly  bodies. 

•  Then,  nr,  at  the  period  of  which  I  am  speakii^,  1833, 
'23,  and  >34,  which  I  refer  to  as  tbe  season  of  the  greatest 
ag^cultuTal  depression,  especially  in  the  West,  we  bad 
supplied,  and  were  supplying,  every  country  upon  the  globe 
with  our  products,  to  the  extent  they  would  receive,  and 
even  beyond  it.  We  had  glutted  every  mat^cct,  and,  hy 
the  excess  of  tbe  supply  which  we  furnished,  we  leasmed 
the  aggregate  sum  which  we  received  in  return.  Tliis 
was  the  case  with  every  article  of  our  products,  whether 
of  tbe  forest  or  the  field:  everything  which  we  had  to 
export,  or  which  our  Ubor  would  produce,  and  which 
could  be  made  tbe  subject  of  exchange,  was  sent  abroad, 
and  exchanged  for  fbmgn  manufactured  artides.  And, 
■n  every  instance,  our  excess  in  production,  and  escesuve 
exportation,  on  the  prindple  already  expbined,  lessened 
the  amount  of  tbe  foreign  article,  which  «•  were  able  to 
pay  for  and  receive  in  exchange.  In  this  state  of  tidng^ 
]t  is  evident  that  increased  sgricuHnral  production  could 
not  add  to,  but  imther  tend  to  diminish,  the  aggregate  of 
national  weahh.  The  simple  products  of  the  earui  can- 
not be  hoarded  and  made  a  lasting  treaauret  the  wants  of 
the  present,  and  a  small  excess  to  meet  the  eeiltingeney  of 
a  fiuling  crop  in  any  coming  year,  is  all  that  to  ever,  of 
choice,  amamedf  the  residue  is  cfisposed  of  for  meh  priom 
as  it  will  command,  and  the  increase  of  quantity,  m  I luurc 
shown,  would  necestarily  dimini^  that  price. 

In  this  state  of  things  with  a  large  amount  of  labor  and 
capital,  which -were  worse  than  cast  away  if  appHed  to 
i^icultural  pnrsuita,  It  was  dearly  the  polior  or  tte 'na- 
tion, if  that  <H)ject  were  within  the  c^nni^saof  its  powen^ 
to  direct  the  excess  of  that  labor  wni  to  mnnofke- 

turing.  Suppose  the  surplus  which  could  be  wiAdrKWh 
fromagricultore,  without  diminishing  tiie  value  of  our  ex- 
ports of  its  products,  to  be  one  hundred  tiiouBand  men  and 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars— «nd  ^e  suppositien  Is 
doubtless  much  below  the  actual  amouat;  suppose  time 
men  and  this  capital  be  Erected  to  the  manu&cture  of 
iron,  andmoduce,  yeu-ly,- tbe  value  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, wbicn,  b^ng  an  arlide  of  necessity,  we  must  other> 
wise  have  imported  fiom  Europet  is  it  not  obvioui.  at  a 
nngle  ^ance,  tha^aMMNightiiismon^  and  tabor  may  not 
be  employed  as  profit^ly  to  tbe  individuala  tbonsdves^ 
as  while  it  was  applied  to  agriculture,  the  wbnAt  of  its 
product — this  ten  niUions  per  annum,  is  so  much  a^ital 
annually  created  in  our  country  by  the  <fir«ction  thus 
given  its  industry.'  Most  clearly  so^  as  evtfy  other  in* 
terest  ^Ids  the  sam^  or  even  a  better  prodnet  to  the 
nation  than  before,  we  reonve  tar  our  eottim,  tobaoeok 
riee,  and  flour,  exported  to  foreign  nations,  as  much,  it 
least,  OS  if  the  capital  and  tabw,  above  supposed,  had  eoA> 
tinued  in  agriculture;  and,  instead  of  imputing  iron  to  the 
value  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  as  we  diouU  otherwise 
have  done,  our  merchants  return  with  its  value  in  other 
articles  of  necesnty  or  comfort.  But  this  ten  millions  of 
annual  weahh,  created  by  tiie  establishment  of  theie 
manufrotories^  is  not  confined  to  tiiem  atonetit  ^strHnites 
itself  through  all  portioaB  tibe  oommonity,  by  varioua 
interchanges:  biitTof  this  hereafter. 

It  is  difficult  to  reason  dooely  on  a  subject  so  extensive 
and  involvfiw  such  wious  relations.  1  Bke  the  boUfiar 
can  put  by  ttte  gmttemHi  from  Taa—e^  [Ifr.  Okvm- 
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BT»]  ind  will  adopt  it  similar  one,  which  is  ea^  of  com- 

Erebenskm,  aii'l  will  setre  to  llluvtnte  the  views  which  I 
ftve  advanced.  Suppose  a  farmer  placed  upon  his  farm 
with  ten  sons,  all  ituruy  lads,  able  to  bear  a  hand  at  any 
buaineaa  he  may  choose  to  set  them  aboutt  and  suppose 
that  he  can  raise  on  bis  farm,  with  the  labor  of  eight  of 
them,  as  much  produce  of  every  kind  as  he  can  sell  at  all 
the  markets  to  which  he  has  access:  now,  with  the  money 
which  he  gets  for  his  produce  he  must  pay  his  sltoemaker 
and  tua  bncksmith,  besides  purchasing-  aach  other  arti- 
cles as  his  family  stands  in  need  of.  In  this  cose,  wouhl 
he  not  find  it  for  the  common  interest  of  his  &mi1y  to 
make  one  of  his  boys  a  blacksmith,  and  the  otlier  a  shoe- 
maker, and  leave  the  other  eight  to  carry  on  the  farm?  It 
would  be  a  dear  saving  to  the  &mily  of  all  that  the  two 
boys  would  earn  at  thetr  tradea--aiid  it  is  a  principle  of 
*  dtnnestic  economy  which  one  of  our  Oluo  brmers  would 
eauly  underbtand  and  readily  apply.  The  same  is  tlie 
case  with  the  nation,  but  on  a  more  extended  scale;  and, 
what  the  father  would  do  for  his  family,  the  Government 
idioukl  do  for  the  nation — not  directly,  for  that  could  not 
be  done  without  an  interference  with  private  right;  but 
indirectly,  by  addresung  itself  to  private  interest. 

'Ilie  state  of  tJunn  which  I  have  dwelt  upon  somewhat 
at  kuge,  was  that  <tt  oar  whole  eouiitiy  in  1823-'4.  It  was 
in  the  situation  of  the  &nner,  with  his  ten  boyi,  who  could 
find  employment  but  for  eight;  and  such,  more  especially, 
was  the  situation  of  the  Middle  and  Western  States.  The 
low  state  to  which  our  fanning  interest  was  reduced;  the 
low  price  to  wtuch  our  fine  lands  and  the  products  of  our 
lands  had  sunk,  produced  unexampled  pecuniary  distress, 
and  called  aloud  for  relief.  Ourstatesmen  were  not  slow 
in  discovering  the  cause  of  the  evil»  and  in  applying  the 
remedy  t  hence  thar  united  wpport  of  the  tanfI*of  1824 
— the  merit  of  wbidi  1  f^Iaim  fin-  them — foe  the  Middle 
and  Western  Statesf  and  will  not  t^tec  that  it  dull  be 
transferred,  as  a  sidiject  of  dther  praise  or  blame,  to  New 
Engluid. 

The  efTeets  anticipated  from  the  tariff  were  such  as 
have,  in  fitct,  followed  it;  and  which,  it  is  toXv  to  say,  re- 
sulted horn  it.  Hen  and  capital  were  transferred  from 
agriculture  to  manuhctores.  In  those  seetiona  of  the 
Union,  as  New  England,  in  which  the  land  is  poor  and  un- 
productive, and  which  abounds  in  capital,  and  is  thickly 
peopled,  their  manufactures,  which  bad  once  been  pros- 
trated by  a  ruinous  compeUtion,  revived,  and  new  ones 
were,  to  a  vast  extent,  established.  The  cttmpetition  of 
their  laborand  their  capital  was  withdrawn  from  the  farm- 
ing interest,  and  that  section  of  the  Union,  instead  of  con- 
truputing  her  mite,  as  before,  to  crowd  anid  glut  the  mar- 
ket of  the  large  Atlantic  dties  irith  the  products  of  agri- 
culture, herself,  thereafter  furnislied  the  beat  and  most 
certahi  market  for  the  rich  products  of  the  West. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  has  said  that  this  inter- 
ference of  Government,  in  giving  a  direction  to  private 
capital  and  individual  indus^,  is  oppresaon-.4t  is  injus- 
tice. I  am  now  viewing  this  subject  in  its  bearing  on  the 
nation  generally,  as  a  national  subject,  without  fecial 
reference  to  its  operation  on  any  particular  sections  of  the 
Uniont  and,  in  that  view,  I  shall  reply  to  his  objection. 
He  admits  that  the  constitution  has-vested  the  power  in 
Congress  to  pass  tariff  laws,  with  a  view  to  the  protection 
of  manu&ctures — in  short,  to  pass  tlie  very  law  which  he 
sti^piatizes  as  oppressive,  and  for  the  very  purpose  for 
'  which  it  was  passed.  Now,  if  it  be  within  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  Congress,  and  be  for  the  general  good — 
the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  of  Uie  whole — I  cannot, 
for  myself,  conceive  on  what  sound  principle  it  can  be 
called  oppresnve.  Indeed,  it  carries  with  it  none  of  those 
features  which,  though  salutary,  are  often  odious,  as  ope- 
rating to  restrain  the  exercise  of  individual  will — the  free- 
dom of  individual  action.  Tlie  tariff  does  not  even  this; 
but,  by  n  regulation,  which  I  trust  I  have  shown  to  be  for 
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the  good  of  the  whale,  it  hoMs  out  inducement  to  indivi- 
duals to  so  (Urect  their  Ubor  and  devote  tbeir  capital  as 
that  it  shall  advance  the  interest  of  the  individual,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  redound  to  the  general  good.  So  far  from 
being  oppressive,  it  is  one  of  the  best  attributes  or  prin- 
ciples of  actitm  of  a  wise,  patriotic,  and  paternal  Govern- 
ment. No  one  is  coustramed  to  leave  his  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  hecc»ne  a  manufacturer.  Agriculture  is  stiU 
open  before  him,  with  increased  advantages,  kbnufac- 
turing  interest  invites  him,  with  even  better  proq>ectS{ 
and  it  is  this,  the  hand  of  beneficence — tlie  hand  of  Go- 
vernment— which  is  extended  to  save  the  sinking  luq>e8  of 
it3  citizens,  that  the  honorable  Senator  stigmatizes  as 
tile  band  of  onpressicm.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  hypo- 
thesis on  whicli  I  proceed— and  one  which  is  abundantly 
supported  by  facts—is,  that  we  still  export,  of  att  our 
agricultural  products,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  demands 
for  them  in  foreign  countries;  that  we  are,  therefore,  able 
to  pay  for  and  impoK  fVom  ibroad  the  products  of  foreign 
countries,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  we  could  do  if  our 
whole  peculation  were  confined  to  agriculture;  and  that 
all  tlie  products  of  our  hune  manufactures  are  so  mucli 
clear  yearly  addition  to  the  aggregate  of  our  nntionsl 
wealth. 

But  it  is  urged  by  the  Senator  from  South  c:arolina 
[Mr.  Haxira]  that,  as  the  American  tariff  checka  ^e  im- 
portation of  Britisli  goods  into  the  United  States  it  there- 
by lessens  the  ability  of  the  British  manuf^turer  to  pay 
Tor  otir  commodities,  ajid  reduces  the  amount  of  our  raw 
material  (cotton)  wliich  is  purcliased  in  England:  for 
which  loss,  our  substituted  home  market  is,  as  he  says,  no 
sufficient  equivalent  But  tliat  1  may  not  misinterpret  the 
honorable  Senator,  I  take  the  hberty  to  quote  his  own 
language,  from  page  eleven  of  his  printed  speech: 

"  Now  suppose,  to  make  this  matter  too  plain  for  cavil 
'  or  dispute,  that  we  exported  to  Great  Britain  one  hun- 
'  dred  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  worth  (at  thirty  dollars 
'  a  bale^  three  millions  of  dollars^  and  that  we  received, 

*  in  exchange,  ^ree  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  British 

*  cotton  goods;  how  much  of  our  cotton  would  it  take  to 

*  manufacture  these  gooda.^  Why,  just  twenty-five  tbou- 

*  sand  bales;  while  the  remaining  seventy-five  thousand 
'  bales  wouhl  be  di^osed  of  on  the  continent.  But,  sup- 
■  pose  the  imptHlation  of  these  goods  to  be  prohibited, 

*  and  that  they  should  be  made  at  home,  what  portion  of 
'this  cotton  would  6nd  a  home  market?  .Onlytwenty- 
'  five  thousand  bales;  and  the  remaining  sevens-five  thou- 
'  sand  bales  must  be  left  upon  our  liands." 

I  will  admit,  tor  tbe  present,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  tbe  manu&cture  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  bales 
of  cotton  in  the  United  States  uito  cotton  goods,  worth 
tliree  millioos  ot  dollar^  prevents  the  importation  of  just 
that  amount  of  cotton  gooils  from  England;  and  that  it 
would,  consequently,  dtniinish  the  sales  of  the  British  ma- 
nufacturer to  precisely  tliut  amount.  He  would,  there- 
fore, want  twenty-five  thousand  bales  of  raw  cotton  less, 
to  make  the  fabric  to  supply  his  remaining  customers, 
and,  therefore,  he  would  purchase  just  so  much  the  less 
of  the  raw  material.  If;  then,  the  United  SUtes  were  the 
only  country  in  the  wwld  that  sent  raw  cotton  to  Great 
Britain,  the  home  market  for  the  twenty-five  thousand 
bales  would  be  purely  a  subitituted  market,  without  add- 
ing  any  thing  to  ^e  aggregate  demand.  But,  when  it  is 
considered  Uiat  a  large  amount  of  tlie  cotton  of  which  the 
coarser  fabrics  are  made  is  grown  in  other  countries,  as 
Brazil,  Egypt,  Greece,  and  Uiodostan;  and  as  our  domes- 
tic &bric  substitutes,  principally,  Utosc  of  the  coarser 
kind,  formerly  imported  from  Engtaud,  the  American 
cotton,  it  will  be  obvious,  does,  to  this  extent,  displace 
the  cheaper  and  poorer  article  of  Brazil,  Egj  pt,  &c.,  and 
makes,  almost  to  the  extent  of  the  amount  manufitctured,  a 
new  ndicr  than  a  substituted  market  for  our  raw  material. 

But  the  seventy-five  thousand  bale%  the  vnlue  Of  *  hich 
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bis  been  •Ireadj'  reaUzed  m  the  Ututed  Staiei  by  the  ma- 
ou&cturiog  of  the  tventy-five-  tboiuand,  and  which,  the 
gcnUemin  says,  must  remain  on  our  hands  because  we 
will  not  purchase  British  cotton  goods,  is  certainly  wanted 
by  the  British  manufacturer,  of  which  to  make  the  fabric 
to  supply  his  customer  on  the  continent;  and,  on  his  hy- 
pothesu,  this  seventy-five  thousand  bales  of  raw  cotton, 
worth  two  millton  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
w'dl  make  cotton  cloth  wbkh  the  BBinu&cturer  can  sell 
for  nme  milliona  of  ddlars.  If  he  do  not  pureluue,  he 
cannot  mumftcture  or  sellf  and  will  be  give  np  his  mar> 
ket  on  the  eontinenti  and  refiisetomanu&cture  for  Eu- 
rope, because  we  will  not  permit  him  to  do  so  for  us.' 
The  gentleman  is  widely  mistaken  in  his  calculation  of 
consequences.  The  British  will  manufacture  to  the  full 
n^ply  of  all  who  ^11  parehue  their  fabrics,  and  they 
will  purebase  the  raw  material  of  those  who  sell  the  best 
article  at  the  cfaei^Mat  rat^  to  the  fiill  extent  of  tiie  wants 
frf"  their  nuuiubetorerB,  and  Hcaa,  toov  without  inquirinR: 
what  nation  takes,  or  refuses  to  take,  their  cotton  nbrics 
in  exchan^.  Ilie  argument  proceeds  upon  a  &lse  hy- 
pothesisf  It  supposes  Great  Britain  to  be  a  poor  nation, 
vhicb  has  little  to  offer  ua  in  ezclwnge  for  what  she  pur- 
chases, and  that  die  buys  of  us  all  she  can  pay  for,  rather 
Ibaa  all  she  wants.  T^e  vety  reverse  is  the  fiu;t.  Ei^- 
hod  b  rieht  luid  we,  with  all  our  prosperi^,  are  compa- 
ratively poor.  There  is  more  than  wealth  enourh  amass- 
ed upon  that  single  island  to  buy  the  fee  aiiDpTe  of  the 
whole  continent  at  America.  She,  therefore,  buys  of  ua 
all  that  ^ft  wants,  and  we  buy  of  her  all  that  we  can  pay 
for;  and  the  amount  of  our  purchases  is  but  little  dimi. 
nisbed  by  the  establishment  of  roanufiutories  at  home,  and 
the  eiduaion  of  many  of  their  articles  from  our  market. 
They  still  have  enough  which  we  wndi  to  purotiase,  to 
cominaiKl  all  our  means  of  payment;  but,  by  furnishing 
ounelres  with  articles  of  nccesnly,  we  rise,  in  our  im- 
pmlations  from  abroad,  to  tboee  of  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence, aiwi  perhapsof  luxuiY-  Hence  the  balance  oftrade, 
heretofore,  hns  been,  and  still  is,  and,  do  what  we  can, 
win  long  continue  to  be,  against  us,  and  in  fiiror  o^Eng- 
luid.  I  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  that  this 
babnce  <tt  trade,  of  which  so  much  has  been  said  and 
written,  cannot  be  vny  accuiately  aioertained  from  the 
custom-house  hooksf  but  there  u  one  criterion  which  ia 
unerring>— the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  two  coun- 
triea.  Bilb  upon  England  sell  at  a  premium  equivalent 
to  the  expense  and  risk  of  transporting  specie.  I  am 
aware  that  our  exchange  tables  do  wA  state  this  difier- 
ence  cerrectlyj  their  error  arises  from  a  wrpng  mode  of 
reducing  dollars  to  shillings  and  pence;  but  correct  this 
error,  and  the  difference  <»  exchange  is  still  Urge  enough 
to  indict  a  clear  balance  of  the  d^ct  trade  between  ut 
and  England  in  fiivor  ef  that  country.  We  make  it  up, 
it  ia  true,  by  »  &vorable  bdance  in  our  trade  with  other 
tKHmtriee— for  no  nation  can,  for  a  long  time,  buy  more 
than  she  pays  fort  but,  so  long  as  this  bahince  continues 
in  her  favor,  and  against  us,  there  is  no  danger  tliat  she 
will  not  be  able  to  purchase  all  of  our  raw  material  which 
it  mqr  be  for  her  interest  to  consume.  One  thing  struck 
me  as  singularly  inconsistent  in  some  of  our  anti-tariff  po- 
liticians. It  will  be  r^llected  that  one  reason  urged  f(V 
the  tariff  of  1824  was,  that  England  shut  her  ports  against 
our  bread  stuffs,  and,  by  ezcliKling  the  only  exchangeable 
articles  of  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  put  it  out  of  tlieir 
power  to  purchase  her  commodities,  except  by  a  constant 
drain  of  the  precious  metals.  The  tariH'  was,  therefore, 
proposed  as  a  measure  of  retaliation,  or,  rather,  of  self- 
preservation  fVom  the  ruinous  effects  of  the  British  com- 
mercial ayatem.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  stud  that  the 
measure  would  be  impoFitic  and  ruinous;  that,  if  other  na- 
tions restnuned  thdr  commerce,  it  was  no  reason  wliy  we 
should  fetter  cots;  and  that  the  laws  ef  foreign  nations, 
vbatevcr  they  might  be,  could  form  no  proper  grmmd  for 


legislation  on  our  part  But  now  our  tariff,  which  ex- 
cludes some  articles  of  British  goods,  in  favor  of  tbe  home 
manufactured  article,  operates  so  oppressively  uptm  Eng^ 
land,  that  it  not  only  justifies,  but  must  produce,  retalia- 
tory measures  on  her  part.  "  If "  (said  the  honorable 
Senatorfrom  South  Carolina)  "you  exclude  British  goods 

*  from  our  markets,  ^ou  in  effect  exclude  our  cotton  from 
'  their  markets.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  us  that  Eng^nd  must 
«  have  cur  cotton.    You  nwy  force  her  to  do  without  iti 

*  Even  now  she  suppltea  herself,  to  a  great  extent,  from 

*  other  countries— Irom  her  East  India  possessions,  Egypt, 
'  Brazil,  and  elsewhere;  and  you  will  make  it  her  interest, 
'  in  tlie  end,  to  give  up  the  American  trade  entirely." 

Now,  this  does  not  seem  to  me  exactly  sound  and  consist- 
ent reasoning.  When  British  legislation  operates  hardly 
upon  our  own  country,  we  are  asked  to  submit  to  it  with 
patience,  for  it.is  folly  to  retaliate^  but,  on  the  other  band, 
when  our  lenslation,  m  like  manner,  touches,  or  seems  to 
touch.  Old  Er^nd,  retdiation  on  her  part  ia  just  and 
necessary,  and  we  make  it  our  interest  to  give  up  our 
trade  altogether.  But,  sir,  these  fears  are  chunerical. 
There  is  no  danger  of  a  present  or  future  inability,  on  the 
part  of  England,  to  buy  all  that  we  have  to  sell,  provided 
she  wiriies  to  purchase,  without  turning  the  balance  of 
trade  against  her  and  in  our  fkvort  riie  has  done  tt  hereto- 
fore, down  to  the  present  mometrt,  and  I  venture  the  pre- 
diction that  she  will  continue  to  do  so  for  the  coming  agei 
and  wliile  this  can  be  done,  she  will  adopt  no  measures  to 
cut  off  or  embarrass  the  commerce  between  the  two 
nations — I  mean  tliat  commerce  only  which  does  not  in- 
terfere with  the  home  industry  of  England — for  that  indus- 
try it  has  always  been  her  policy  to  protect  and  foster, 
and  by  itsprotection  she  has  accumulated  wealth  beyond 
human  conception.  I  take  it,  then,  as  an  established 
position,  tliat  the  protecting  ^stem,  and  tbe  consequent 
establishment  of  manufactures,  has  not  reduced,  in  any 
respect,  or  in  a  single  particular,  except  as  before  con- 
ceded, the  foreign  market  for  our  domestic  products. 

Gentlemen  say  that  the  tariff  lias  checked  the  cotton- 
growing  interest;  compelled  the  people  of  the  old  States 
of  the  South  (o  abandon,  in  part,  the  production  of  their 
staple,  and  turn  to  the  cultivation  of  grain  and  the  grow- 
ing  of  live  stock,  a  portion  of  their  landt  and  thereby  cut 
ofl'from  the  West  a  valuable  market,  which  they  once 
furnished  for  its  products.  Now  this  is,  I  conceive,  attri- 
buting to  tlie  tariff  effects  which  it  has  had  no  agency 
whatever  in  producing.  1  have  already  shown  that  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  prior  to  1824,  was  owing  chiefly 
to  over-pruduction ;  that  is  a  mischief,  however,  which  iiu.- 
turally  tends  to  correct  itself.  Wlien,  in  consequence  of 
over-production,  the  price  of  cotton  became  low,  it  could 
no  longer  be  produced,  except  on  thej  better  quality  of 
landst  consequently,  a  part  of  the  lands  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  ^lot  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  cotton, 
but  which  had  been  forced  into  the  service  by  excesnvely 
high  prioes,  has  been  turned  to  pasture  or  the  growth  of 
grain.  I'his  tends  to  diminish  their  demand  for  Western 
pi'oduce,  as  they  become,  to  some  extent,  tlieir  own  pro- 
ducers of  the  articles  of  whicli  they  were  formerly  the 
purchasers;  and,  with  or  without  the  tariff,  the  same  tUng 
wmdd  hare  taken^lace. 

But  the  tariff  has,  in  fact,  limited  tlie  promotion  of  cot- 
ton, and  thereby  helped  to  sustiun  the  price,  which  must 
otherwise  have  sunk  much  below  its  present  nuntmum;  it 
effected  this  by  creating  and  fostering  a  new  interest,  that 
of  the  sugar  planter,'wno  occupies  the  soil  and  climate 
which  is  best  adapted  to  the  growth  of  cotton,  and  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  confined  to  its  culture.  There 
are  now  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  the 
richest  of  our  Southern  lands  appropriated  to  the  culture 
of  the  cane,  which,  in  cotton,  womd  hare  produced  an 
average  of  one  hundred  thousand  bales  perannumi  this 
would  hai'e  been  thrown  in  upon  the  market,  in  additioa 
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to  the  exccM  with  wbidi  it  bu  been  conslBiitly  surchu-ged, 
or  it  would  have  driven  outof  itt  cultiTition  a  quantity  of 
lem  productive  Imh1>  ia  the  older  sections  of  the  country, 
capable  of  yielding  the  aaine  annual  amount,  probably  not 
len  than  two  hundred  tbtmaand  acres  of  the  Carolina 
landa.  This  aection  of  the  Union  then  has  been  ipecially 
benefited  in  its  export  trade  by  the  protecting  syitem  i  no 
part  of  the  Union  has  thereby  auHered  any  loss  or  injury 
in  that  particular;  but,  aa  I  heretofore  remarked,  the  na- 
tion, as  a  whole,  ia  able  to  pay,  by  an  exchange  of  our 
products  with  Ibreign  nsAions;  aiid  import,  of  their  manu- 
nctured  articles,  as  much  as  we  could  have  done  without 
our  system  of  protection.  The  products  of  our  manuiac- 
tures  are,  therefore,  so  much  additional  wealth  created 
and  bro^it  into  beiiw  by  the  protective  system.  If  I  am 
correct  in  the  view  oitbe  subject  which  I  have  taken,  our 
fordgn  commerce,  and  our  tonnage  employed  in  com- 
merce with  foreign  countries,  ought  not  to  have  diminish- 
ed without  ■ome  other  cause  to  account  for  such  dinunution : 
foe  it  is  not  the  nature  of  this  system,  if  its  parts  be  pro- 
perly adjusted,  and  if  it  operate  upon  our  national  pros- 
perity, as  it  would  seem  to  me  it  must — it  is  not  the  na- 
ture of  tliis  system  to  cause  a  t^minution  of  our  foreign 
commerce  or  navigation;  and  its  tendency  is  greatly  to 
increase  the  coasting  trade;  andhcts  will,  on  examination, 
be  found  accordant  to  this  position. 

The  wars  in  Europe,  to  which  1  have  already  adverted, 
gave  ui,  it  will  be  rectdlected,  for  a  long  aeriet  of  /ean, 
the  cartying  trade  for  almoathalf  the  world.  Donngits 
continuance,  and  prior  to  tlie  embargo,  our  tonnage,  em- 
ployed in  foreign  commerce,  increased  with  unexampled 
rapidity,  and,  in  1806  and  in  1807,  it  rose  to  an  amount 
considerably  beyond  what  it  has  reached  at  any  subse- 
quent period.  But  this  forms  no  fair  ground  of  companson : 
extrawdinary  causes  conspired  to  produce  extraordinary 
effects.  On  the  other  hand,  during  our  last  war,  in  1814, 
our  tonnage  employed  in  foreign  commerce  was  reduced 
to  one-fifteenth  part  of  its  present  amount;  but  this,  too, 
being  produced  by  a  cause,  temporary  in  its  nature,  and 
une(Minected  witli  the  advancement  or  decline  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  nati»n,  may  be  cast  out  of  the  account. 
But,  from  1816  down  to  1824,  our  tonnage  employed  in 
foreign  commerce  remained  nearly  stationary,  with,  how- 
ever, some  sliriit  dimhiutiont  but,  from  1634,  tiie  date  of 
the  first  obnoxiDua  tariff,  to  the  present  time,  the  tables 
show  a  considerable  increase — there  is  cleatiy  no  Adling 
off  in  consequence  of  tiie  tanff;  our  tonnage  emplf^ed  in 
the  coasting  trade  has,  in  the  mean  time,  nearly  doubled, 
and  its  efficient  value  much  more  than  doubled,  indicating 
an  increased  interchange  of  commodities  between  the  di^ 
fcrent  sections  of  the  Union,  much  beyond  the  propor- 
tionate increaae  of  population.  Add  to  this  the  increased 
facilities  of  transportation,  occanoned  b^  improvements 
which  have  been  made  indie  communication  between  dif- 
ferent points  upon  our  rivers  and  bays,  and  the  use  of 
steam  navigation  to  a  vast  extent,  which  has  all  arisen 
nnce  1816;  one  ton  of  which,  in  the  transport  trade,  is 
equivalent  to  perhaps  four  tons  oi  common  sail  vessels.  If 
we  also  take  into  view  the  steamboat  navigation  between 
Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and  New  Orleans,  which 
is,  in  effect,  the  coasting  trade  of  more  than  three  millions 
of  OUT  population,  the  reault  will  show  an  increase,  in  a 
duplicate  ratio  to  that  of  our  population,  alh^ther  indi- 
cative of  a  prosperous  and  fiourisning  domestic  commerce. 
This  increase,  since  the  tariff  of  1824,  has  been  in  a  much 
greater  ratio  than  that  in  the  same  number  of  years  imme- 
diately preceding  it;  since  that  time,  too,  there  has  been 
a  steady  advance  (with  some  variation,  occasioned  by  the 
cotton  speculaUous  in  1835^  in  the  cash  value  of  out;  ex- 
ports ana  imports,  neither  mcreasing  in  a  less  ratio  than 
they  did  prior  to  that  year. 

I  think  it  clear,  then,  that  none  of  the  great  interest! 
of  our  country  has  produced  leaa  of  actual  wealth,  than  it 


would  have  done  witbout  the  teriffi  tint  all  tiie  vwts 
of  our  people  have  been  supi^ied  from  i^p^lture,  so  &r 
as  it,  alone,  can  administer  to  the  wanti  of  man,  leavii^ 
an  excess  of  product  as  large  aa  eould  be  advant^e- 
ously  disposed  of  abroad;  that  our  commercial  and  navi- 
gating interests  have  been  sustuned,  or,  rath«-,  advanced; 
and  that,  therefore,  all  the  products  of  our  Bmnubctories, 
of  what  nature  soever,  and  made  at  whatever  cost,  which 
are  occauoned  by  the  tariff,  are  ao  much  actual  wealth 
created  by  them,  and  given  to  the  natioD.  It  viU  be  ob- 
vious, at  once,  that,  in  the  new  of  Ike  subject  here 
sented,  the  cost  of  production  b  wholly  immaterial,  in  s 
national  punt  of  view — ^the  quanti^  and  value  of  tbe  ar- 
ticle produced  it  alone  important;  for  that  is  (he  aggre- 
gate amount,  by  which  the  national  wealth  has  been 
augmented.  Let  us  take  the  case  heretofore  supposed, 
of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  and  one  hundred  millions 
of  coital,  which  could  be  withdrawn  from  agricnlture, 
without  dimioi^in^  the  value  of  its  produeti.  R  would 
certunly  be  wiser,  m  a  national  p<rint  of  new,  Aat  fltfff 
^ould  be  withdrawn  from  that  employment,  and  directed 
to  something  in  which  their  labor  txMild  be  productive, 
even  thou^  it  produced  but  litde.  Admit  that  capital 
would  produce  nx  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  the  la- 
borers could  earn  one  hundred  dollars  each,  if  employed 
in  agriculture,  and  that  the  same,  if  Erected  to  manufoc- 
turing,  would  produce  but  three  per  cent  on  the  capital, 
and  fii^ddfairB  a  year  to  the  laborer,  still  it  would  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  nation,  that  the  hundred  thousand  men 
and  the  hundred  milUons  of  doUars  should  be  applied  to 
manufactories;  for,  while  the  laborers  and  capitalMta  were 
individually  realizing  more  profit,  by  agriculture,  they 
were  yielding  nothing  to  the  aggregate  national  wealth. 
On  the  other  band,  while  tber  individiially  make  much 
less  profit  by  manufkcturing,  they  are  conslantiy  adding 
the  whole  product  of  their  labor  to  the  wealth  of  tbe  na- 
tion. The  men  and  ci^itai,  wUch  still  remuned  emph^- 
ed  in  agriculture,  would  make  as  much  wages  and  profit 
as  all  made  when  all  were  engaged  in  it;  they  would, 
course,  divide  among  them  the  ten  millions  of  dollars 
which  would  have  been  earned  by  the  hundred  thousand 
Uxborers,  and  the  six  millions,  which  would  be  the  profit 
on  the  hundred  millions  of  capital.  It  would,  then,  be 
tiie  interest  of  the  renudning  agrienlturiitB,  if  ttey  could 
not  otherwise  induce  this  put  whidi  I  have  nameoto  en* 
grage  in  manufacturing,  to  give  them,  as  a  bounty,  ten  of 
the  sixteen  millions,  which  would  be  saved  to  ttiem  by 
petting  clear  of  this  excess  of  labor  and  capital.  Now, 
Uiis  is  aupporing  a  strong  case  against  the  protecting  sys- 
tem;  it  supposes  it  to  bring  the  home  manunctured  article 
at  more  than  twice  the  cost  of  the  imported,  and  yet  the 
national  interest  is,  even  on  that  hypothess^  clemiy  ad- 
vanced by  protection.  Take  tfie  caae  of  the  Great  Falli 
factory,  referred  to  by  the  hon6nble  Senator  frmt  Soutii 
Carolina;  concede  against  it  all  that  is  alleged,  wide  as  it 
is  from  the  bet,  and  test  its  utility  by  the  prinaplea  whieb 
I  trust  1  have  establi^ed,  and  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  case 
of  national  benefit,  rather  than  a  burden.  790  boys,  men 
and  females,  produce  6,000,000  yards  of  cotton  doth  from 
1,250,000  pounds  of  cotton.  'I'he  cloth,  at  a  modertie 
estimate,  would  be  wcvth  eight  cents  per  yard  avenue, 

equal  to  »480^0O0 

Deduct  the  price  of  cottm,  at  10  centi^       -  125,000 


Deduct  3  cents  per  yard  for  inraeaM  of  price 
by  reason  of  the  tariff,  ... 


355,000 
180,000 


Leaves  #175,000 

As  a  clear  augmentation  of  national  wealth — that  mucA 
more  made  to  the  nation,  by  employing  these  790  labor* 
era  in  this  factory,  than  if  they  bad  been  employed  in 
agrieoHnral  labor.   I  have  thus' for  reaioaed  on  the  wa^ 
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pOBticm  that  the  tkriiTdoea  nam  the  price  of  the  protect- 
ed artielc,  ud  that  to  the  foil  extent  inauted^  on  the 
epponeirta  of  the  protecting  vjntem.  Is  tlua  point  of 
new  !  Iwre  endeavored  to  imnr,  and  1  tnut  tuccessfuUy, 
that  it  is  a  general  benefit,  and  adds  to  the  m^gate  of 
national  vealtb,  without  r^rd  to  the  high  or  low  prices 
which  it  may  affix  to  the  protected  article.  If,  however, 
the  pricet  of  the  protected  articles  were  ^ttaAy  pr  per- 
manently enhanced,  and  if  they  were  produced  in  one 
section  of  the  Union  to  the  exclusion  of  another,  1  am  free 
to  admit  that  ita  operatkHi  would  be  uneqoali  might  be 
oppreame  upon  some  pcvtiora  of  the  Uiuon,  wmle  it 
tended  to  the  emolument  of  ttie  Vidoo  as  a  whole.  If, 
however,  after  a  reasonable  time  has  transpired  for  capi- 
tal and  labor  to  asanme  its  direction  and  produce  its  effect, 
the  protected  article  is  produced  as  cheap,  or  cheaper, 
than  it  could  be  sold,  had  we  never  resorted  to  protection, 
no  section  of  the  country  is  injured,  while  the  prosperity 
of  each  and  every  part  of  it  is  advanced.  It  is  said  that 
the  only  rational  ol^cctt^  m  protetiting  du^  is  tonuae  the 
price  of  the  protected  article  for  the  benefit  of  Ae  pn> 
ducer;  that  it  is  its  natural  and  necessary  tendency;  and  if 
it  do  not  have  that  effect,  it  is  a  dead  letter,  and  that  ma- 
nu&cturea  would  flourish  as  well  without  it  as  with  it. 

PlauAble  as  these  propontions  are,  andspeciousas  is  the 
rcaaoiung  by  which  they  are  supported,  they  are  never- 
theleaa  unsound  in  theory,  and  unsustained  by  experience . 

It  is  not  the  rational  object  of  the  protecting  system, 
even  in  tiieftntinstancei  during  the  innncy  of  ourmana- 
fiwture^  to  noK  Ac  price  of  tM  srtide,  but  to  secure  to 
the  domeatic  product  the  command  of  the  market.  Sup- 
pone,  ar,  that  regular  annual  demand  for  a  given  arti- 
cle, coarse  cottons,  for  example,  were  five  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  sup- 
pose that  amooBt  regularly  imported  from  England,  and 
aold  at  ten  cents  per  yardt  suppose  Uut  the  same  article 
can  be  manufactured  in  Philawslphia,  profitably,  at  ten 
cents  per  yard,  is  it  yet  certain  that  a  manu&cturer  could 
auatain  lumself  artunst  the  foreign  competition,  without 
the  protection  m  Government?  In  my  estimation,  it  is 
perfectly  certain  that  he  could  not.  -  In  the  first  place,  the 
foreign  manufacturer  and  the  importer  have  possession  of 
the  market,  and  cannot  be  driven  from  it  unless  tbey  are 
undersokl.  The  dmnestic  manufiu^turer  roust,  therefore, 
pat  down  tut  goods  below  the  selling  price,  in  order  to 
(At^  the  ma^ct  from  bis  rival,  and  sell  below  the  price 
at  wtudi  a  &ir  profit  could  be  realized.  But  the  foreign 
nwniifiKrturer  and  the  importer,  whose  busineas  it  is  to 
supply  ttua  market,  will  not  yield  it  at  once  to  any  rivalt 
they,  to  keep  possession  of  the  nurket,  put  down  the 
article  also,  and  thus  competition  lowers  it,  until  one  or 
the  other  is  rumed:  and  I  need  not  tell  you  on  which  that 
ruin  must  foU.  Between  capitalists,  when  they  contend 
on  equal  grounds,  as  between  every  other  species  of 
power,  wielded  with  the  same  energy,  Erected  by  like 
intelleot^  the  stronger  must  overthrow  the  weaker.  The 
awne  contest  would  arise  in  the  attempt  to  sustain  our  ma- 
nafactures  (when  established)  without  protection,  in  the 
&ce  of  fcveign  competition.  The  imported  article  would 
constantly  divide  the  market  with  the  domestic)  it  would 
subject  our  manufactures  to  the  fluctuations  in  price  con- 
sequent upon  the  occanonal  over>production  of  the  foreign 
fiwrict  and  as  prcnnpt  saterare  necessary  to  enable  small 
c^taliBta  to  cany  on  bnnness  witii  success,  it,would  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  our  domestic  manufacturers  to  pro- 
duce and  sell  the  lUiric  as  low  as  they  could  do,  if  foreign 
competition  were  restrained  or  removed.  Every  one  who 
has  any  knowledge  of  the  application  of  capital,  is  aware 
of  the  importance  of  a  frequent  and  certain  return  of  the 
fund  vested  with  its  profitt  if  it  be  regularly  turned  once 
a  year,  eig^t  or  ten  per  cent,  is  a  &ir  pnmt  upon  it  at 


delay,  or  of  loss,  the  capitalist  will  not  take  the  risk  un- 
less the  profits  are  hkely  to  be  excesrive:  so  that  our 
maaufactorersi,  w1>en  pressed  by  foreign  competitimi, 
subjected  to  delay,  and  exposed  to  loss,  cannot  produce 
as  cheaply  as  they  can  when  secured  from  this  inconveni- 
ence and  risk.  And  althous^  tiiey  may  produce  and  sell 
even  cheaper  than  the  article  woidd  have  been  sold,  had 
they  never  engaged  in  the  business,  vet  they  may  not  be 
able  to  go  down  with  the  article  to  the  price  to  which  it 
must  sink  in  consequence  of  the  compe^tion  which  they 
have  caused. 

Upon  the  wen  settled  principle,  that  the  relative  pro- 
poruonsof  demand  and  supply  nx,  or  modify,  the  price  of 
all  articles,  however  produced,  the  increased  production 
consequent  on  the  extensive  establishment  of  manufac- 
tures in  the  United  States,  must  necessarily  reduce  tiie 
price  of  tlie  manufactured  article  in  the  markets  of  tiie 
world;  and,  should  we  admit  the  free  importation  of  fo- 
reign manuftctured  articles,  this  state  of  things,  if  it  could 
exist,  would  more  especially  reduce  them  in  our  own 
country. 

This  competition  would  operate  most  unfortunately 
upon  our  manufiicturers,  in  another  particular.  We  all 
know^the  immense  extent  to  which  cotton  fabrics,  for  ex- 
ample, are  produced  in  England.  There  are,  in  the  first 
place,  their  own  home  market,  that  of  their  colonies  and 
dependencies,  which  they  supply  without  competition; 
there  are  alio  a  few  other  markets,  which  they  almost  en- 
tirely command.  Now,  over-production,  or  an  excessive 
supply,  owing  to  any  temporary  cause,  puts  down  the 
price,  as  I  have  heretofore  shown;  and  the  excess  in  quan- 
tity, if  exposed  in  the  market,  and,  owing  to  any  exigency 
of  trade,  requiring  prompt  sale,  reduces  the  value  of  the 
i^fgregate  supply,  so  as  to  be  more  than  lost  in  tiie  gene- 
ral mass.  If,  then,  there  be  an  excess  of  production  at 
any  time,  which  must  be  diaposed  of,  on  whatever  market 
it  may  be  crowded,  its  immediate  effect  is  to  sink  the  value 
of  all  the  stock  of  the  same  material  in  the  same  market, 
to,  or  nearly  to,  the  price  at  which  that  may  be  put,  in 
ni^er  to  force  a  sale;  or  it  compels  other  dealers  to  keep 
Hp  their  stock,  and  wait  for  a  better  state  of  things,  and 
thus  interrupts  and  disturbs  the  regular  and  steady  busi- 
ness of  the  place.  Now,  in  case  of  over-production,  or 
a  sudden  press  to  dispose,  to  a  lai^  amount,  and  immedi- 
ately, of  any  manufactured  article  by  the  British  manufac- 
turer, it  would,  by  the  policy  of  trade,  be  thrown,  not 
upon  a  market  which  they  regularly  and  wholly  supplied, 
but  on  those  which  were  principally  sopplted  b^  other 
producers.  Thus,  all  the  depression  and  irregulanty  con- 
sequent upon  over-production  by  the  British  manunicttir- 
era,  would  be  cast  upon  oura,  if  they  were  left  without 
protection,  and  their  ruin  and  destruction  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  Our  manufacturers  have  not  suf- 
ficient capital  to  stand  the  shock  of  this  competition.  If 
they  have  quick,  certain,  and  steady  sates,  they  can  ma- 
nufacture many  of  our  protected  articles  as  low,  or  lower, 
than  the  same  can  be  imported  from  Enriandi  but  they 
cannot  endure,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  forced  to  With- 
stand, the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  which  the  British  manu- 
facturer and  the  British  laborer  are  heir  to,  and  which 
would  be  cast,  with  increased  effect,  on  our  shores,  if  tbey 
were  not  gua^ed  and  protected  by  the  le^slation  of  our 
country.  These,  sir,  are  the  reasons  why  the  friends  of 
the  protecting  sjiitem  will  not  consent  to  destroy  the  pro- 
tection on  articles  which  can  be,  and  which  are,  produced 
cheaper  now  than  they  would  have  been  imported,  had  we 
never  given  it  this  protection.  To  the  question,  put  with 
s<>  much  emphasis — if  the  domestic  articles  do,  in  fact, 
,seli  as  low  as  the  foreign,  why  keep  on  the  protecting 
duty }  I  answer,  by  the  inquiry,  why  take  it  off"?  You 
certainly  gun  nutiiing  by  removing  i(,  and  I  have  shown 


e»eh  ^»^«ttont  if  three  times  in  a  year,  three  or  four  lyou  that  you  may  lose  much. 

per  cent.  >f  equally  good;  bat  if  there  be  hanrd  or|   1  tnirt,  dr,  I  hare  sufficiently  shown  that,  when  pro- 
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tection  is  cawntial  to  sustun  our  domestic  manubctures, 
it  ii  not  ft  necesBiiy  consequence  of  that  protection  to 
enhance  the  price  of  the  protected  article.  It  ma.y,  or 
ra&y  not,  produce  tliat  effect,  according'  to  circunutances; 
and  the  fact  can  be  tested  only  by  experience.  Let  us  try 
it  by  that  touchstone.  The  friends  of  the  policy  contend 
that  the  system  of  protection  lias  reduced  the  prices  of 
protected  articles  below  what  they  would  have  fallen  to 
without  this  protection.  Their  opponents  deny  it.  The 
proof,  already  adduced,  and  reiterated,  ii  certainly  very 
strong^ — to  my  mind,  conclusive — in  fiivor  of  the  affirma- 
tive of  the  position.  But  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  go 
thus  far;  the  fiiends  of  the  system  need  not  show  that  the 
tariff'  has  reduced,  it  is  sufficient  that  it  lias  not  enhanced 
the  price  of  the  protected  article.  On  those  who  attack 
tlie  system  as  an  evil  thing,  it  is  incumbent  to  shov  that 
it  u  productive  of  some  evil;  it  is  not  enough  that  tliey 
deny  it  one  or  another  of  the  good  effects  which  its  friends 
have  claimed  for  it.  I  have  already  sliown  tliat  no  single 
evil  has  resulted,  or  can  result,  from  this  sjr-stcm,  unless  it 
increase  the  price  of  protected  articles.  And  it  seems 
to  me  admitted,  by  even  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, that  it  has  not  hod  this  effect.  To  this  point,  I  read 
from  pages  24  and  25  of  his  printed  speech:  "  But  where 
is  tlie  evidence  to  be  found  that  the  tariff'  lias  produced 
any  reduction  whatever  in  the  price  of  the  protected  aiti- 
clea?  Is  tliere  any  other  foundation  for  the  assertion  than 
this,  that  the  prices  of  cottons,  woollemi,  and  iron,  have 
actually  fallen  since  1834^  But  all  other  nrticlea  have 
likewise  fallen,  protected  and  unprotected.  Real  and 
personal  estate,  cotton,  flour,  and  tobacco,  all,  all  have 
gone  down;  and  moat  of  them  in  a  greater  degree  than 
woollens,  cotton,  and  iron,  lias  the  tariff' done  all  this? 
Wliatsay  the  gentlemen?  I  have  here  a  price  current 
containing  the  prices  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  articles,  in 
1816  and  1831,  ffom  which  it  appears  that  there  has  been 
a  universal  reduction  in  the  price  of  articles  of  every  de- 
scription; and  that  those  admittedduty  free  have  been  re> 
duced,  at  least,  in  an  equal  ratio  with  those  paying  duties. " 

Now,  sir,  admit  the  gentleman  to  be  correct,  and  it  is  all  I 
need  ask  as  a  friend  andadvocate  of  the  protecting  system. 
If  the  protected  articles  [those  paying  heavy  duties]  have 
held  the'u*  relative  aituationa  in  price,  with  those  paying  no 
duties,  it  is  endent  that  Uie  duty  has  not  enhanced  tiie 
price  of  the  protected  articles,  and  does  not,  therefore, 
operate  as  a  burden  on  any  portion  of  the  people;  and  all 
that  is  s^d  about  oppression  and  injustice,  ana  bui-dening 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  is  but  idle  declamation. 
But  the  honorable  Senator,  a  little  further  on,  liazards  the 
conjerture,  that,  if  his  tables  of  prices  current  were  c:\re- 
fully  examined,  it  would  show  that  there  has  been  a  less 
reduction  in  the  {irotected  articles  than  in  the  others.  On 
tliis  conjecture,  nr,  hangs  hia  whole  case.  If  It  be  not 
well  founded,  supported  by  fiwts,  neither  the  South,  nor 
any  other  portion  of  tiie  Union,  can  have  the  least  cause  of 
complaint  agunst  this  system;  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  contrast  is  not  very  striking  in  favor  uf  the  unprotected 
articles,  or,  in  the  hands  of  the  honorable  Senator,  it 
would  not  have  been  permitted  to  restin  mere  conjecture. 
It  camiot  be  sufficient  to  spread  ruin  and  desolation  over 
any  portion  of  our  land.  Other  tables,  however,  not  per- 
haps of  those  identical  years,  show  a  different  general  re- 
sult. A  striking  contrast  in  the  reduction  of  the  prices  of 
protected,  as  agwnst  the  unprotected  article,  and  those 
which  have  been  the  most  sedulously  guarded  by  protec- 
tion, amounting  even  to  prohibition,  have  fidlcn  most. 

The  price  of  articles  which  were  formerly  supplied  us 
by  Great  Britain,  and  which  we  now  manufacture  for 
ourselves,  or  which,  in  other  words,  are  wlioUy,  or  in 
part,  excluded  by  our  tariff*,  have,  doubtless,  fidlen  some- 
what in  price  in  England,  in  consequence  of  our  system. 
Tlw  honorable  Senator  from  Soutii  Carolina  [Hr.  IIatxx] 
seems  to  convder  that  as  one  of  its  tendencies;  and  it  is 


through  this  medium  of  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the 
manuucturcd  article,  that  the  duty  is  to  operate  as  a  tax 
upon  the  exporter.  Admitting  the  gentleman  to  be  cor- 
rect in  his  pontion  (in  which  1  am  loippy  to  concur  mth 
him)  that  the  tendency  of  our  protecting  system  is  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  the  protected  article  in  the  British  mar- 
ket, it  can  do  it  on  no  other  principle  than,that  of  increased 
competition,  or  lessening  tue  demand,  while  the  supply 
continues  the  same. 

If  this  be  the  mode  of  weration,  it  will  be  evident  on 
a  little  refl  eetion,  that  it  will  act  not  aiime  on  the  protected, 
but  on  the  unprotected  articles  also,  and  tend  to  a  general 
reduction  of  the  price  in  all. 

Wc  have,  for  example,  directed  the  labor  of  one  hun- 
dred tJiousand  individuals  to  the  momifkcturing  of  sundry 
articles,  say,  for  instance,  woollens  ami  cottoiw.  These 
do  not  merely  come  into  competition  with,  but  they  super- 
sede the  maricet  for  the  product  of  one  hundred  OouMnd 
Britid)  laborers  in  the  same  business.  These  branches  of 
buuness  will  be  at  once  overdone  to  that  extent,  and  con- 
sequently become  depressed.  Capital  and  labor  will  be, 
tliercfore,  withdrawn  from  them,  and  vested  in  other 
branches,  tu  which  the  mischief  has  not  extended;  conse- 
quently, there  would  soon  follow  an  adjustment  and  dis- 
tiibution  of  the  surplus  labor  and  capital  unong  the  various 
branches  of  manufactures,  and  the  over-prrauction  dis> 
tributed  through  all.  Every  thing  would  be  more  or  less 
aff'ectcd  by  it,  and  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  fnanafac- 
tiired  articles,  generally,  would  be  tlie  consequence.  I 
am,  however,  inclined  to  think  tliat  gentlemen  much  over- 
rate the  value  of  our  market  to  England,  and  the  effect 
uf  our  legislation  upon  her.  But,  if  it  operate  perma- 
nently to  depress  the  price  of  tlic  protected  article,  it 
would,  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned,  have  a  more  general 
and  extended  operation.  In  England,  business  of  all  kinds 
is  pushed  to  the  greatest  pmssible  extent.  Every  cord 
is  drawn  to  its  utmost  tension;  so  that,  touch  but  one,  and 
it  instantly  vibrates  thro^h  the  whole  connected  nstem. 

Much  pains  are  taken  by  gentlemen  to  account  for  the 
reduction  of  prices,  eapec'tally  upon  protected  articles. 
The  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Ttl«b]  attributes  it  to  a 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium,  and 
the  consequent  rise  in  the  value  of  money.  But  the  cause 
which  he  refers  to  had  produced  iti  fiiU  efi^t,  and  ceased 
to  operate,  long  before  1824.  Honey  was  as  scarce,  nay, 
much  scarcer,  in  the  United  States,  and  dearer,  too,  if 
labor  be,  as  I  believe  it  is  conceded  to  be,  the  true  crite- 
rion of  value,  than  it  has  been  at  any  subsequent  period- 
Banks  had,  long  before  that  time,  resumed  the  payment 
of  specie,  and  nil  the  necessaries  of  life,  manufiictured 
articles  excepted,  bad  sunk  to  the  very  lowest  point  of 
depression.  Raw  cotton,  toi^  had  gtme  down,  but  iu>t 
yet  to  its  mitumum,  for  it  bid  not  then  fiiirly  overwhelmed 
the  market  with  its  abundance. 

But  let  us  not  wander  in  search  of  causes  wliich  lie  at 
our  doors;  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  cotton  fabrics, 
for  instance,  is  occaKoned  pardy  by  the  excessive  produc- 
tion of  the  raw  material,  which  has  reduced  that  material 
to  its  present  low  price,  to  home  competition,  and  the 
steadiness  of  demand  and  supply,  enabling  the  manufitc- 
turer  to  produce  the  fabric  to  the  beat  possible  ndTutage, 
and  sell  it  on  the  lowest  terms:  add  to  this  some  improve- 
ments in  machinery,  and  much  in  the  conduct  and  man- 
agement of  the  esbibliahments  themselves,  and  you  have 
the  aggregate  of  the  causes  which  Iiave  produced  this 
extraordinary  effect;  and  surely  it  is  no  unpleasing  occur- 
rence to  those  who  have  supported  this  ^stem  through 
every  vicisntude,  and  staked  their  fiime  upon  its  result, 
that  benefits  have  flowed  in  upon  the  country,  connected 
with  its  (^eration,  wluch  even  its  eneiines  can  trace  to  no 
other  adequate  cause. 

But  the  Senator  frosn  South  Caroluia  [Mr.  IlaTss] 
tells  ufl,  and  the  same  idea  has  been  again  and  again  reile- 
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rated  by  j^ntleinei),  that,  whatever  may  be  the^ifect  of 
this  syMem  upon  other  portions  oF  the  Union,  to  tlie 
South — especially  tl;e  elder  portions  of  tlie  Southern 
Slates — U  IS  every  tiling  tJiat  is  abborreUand  pernicious— 
a  blight,  «  mildew,  a  witherii^  curse.  9m,  eiuthet  and 
denunciation  prove  nothing,  except  the  varoitii  of  those 
who  utter  tlicm.  If  injury  has  been  inflicted  upon  tliat 
section  of  tlie  Union  by  the  tariff,  the  mode  of  opcrtUng 
that  injury  can  surely  be  pointed  out.  It  can  aiTect  it  by 
none  but  visible  antl  sensible  means,  and  mtist,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  coiiflned  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  staple 
of  the  counliy,  limiting  the  extent  of  Utc  demand  Ht  home 
or  abroad,  or  enhanQog  tlie  price  of  t|)e  commodities 
purcliaaed  by  the  peqphi. 

I  have  already  dipwu  titat  Abe  -priiM!  of  the  staple  (raw  cot 
ton)  is,  iu  some  measure,  sustained  by  the  tariff— so  fiir, 
at  least,  as  it  has  converted  cotton  lands  to  the  culture  of 
siifpir,  and  ^reby  limited  the  excess  of  production 
which  would  otherwise  necessarily  have  sunk  tlie  article 
even  bclov  its  present  price.  1  have,  also,  lieretofor^ 
shown  that,  tiie  Britisli  inanufucturer  is  able  to  purcliase 
of  us  all  that  he  widies  to  purctiuse,  without  looking  to 
us  for  the  means  of  payment.  That  It  i»  ftir  bis  interest 
to  purchase  to  the  full  extent  of  his  marketi  for  llie  nunu- 
^tured  aiticlet  tliat,  tlierefbre,  tlie  extent  of  4.he  market 
for  the  raw  material,  at  home  and  abroad,  is  equal  to^ 
what  it  would  tiave  been  without  the  tariff.  This  view  of; 
the  case  is  rt.rengthencd  by  tlie  fact  that,  since  1824,  the 
Quantity  of  cottsn  sold  lias  increased  in  a  ratio  eqiud  to 
uHt  of  brmtt  years,  and  tlie  pri^c  has  jiot  sunk  m  as 
great  a  ratio.  I  have  shown,  too,  so  far  as  negative  can 
be  shown,  tliat  the  price  of  protected  articles  has  not  en- 
hanced in  consequence  of  the  protection.  Aqd  no  coun- 
ter eridence  whatever  has  been  brought  forward  to 
prove  that  a  nngle  article  has  risen  higher,  or  fallen  less, 
in  consequence  of  protection,  except  indeed,  the  finest 
woollen  &bric9|  articles  of  iQxury,  in  which  we  have  not 
yet  been  abl«  to  comp.ete  with  the  British  roanufocUircrs. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  lias  ttiat  the  tariff, 
hf  enhancini^  the  price  of  the  nwnu&ctured  article,  tends 
to  diminish  its  consumption  among,  the  poorer  classes; 
tlius  bmiting  the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  compelling 
first  the  merchant,  then  the  manufacturcT,.then  the  pro- 
ducer, to  come  down'  to  the  lowest -price  at  which  each 
can  carry  on  his  operations,  and  thus  casting  a  part  of  the 
bitrdens  of  protection  upon  the  producer,  as  such,  over 
*nd  above  his  sliare  of  the  burden  as  consumer.  How- 
ever trae  this  might  be,  in  %.  posuble  state  of  things,  the 
very  revetK:  of  it  is  known  to  be  the  fhct  with  reject  to 
the  cotton  fidiric.  If  the  tariff  has,  hi  fact,  compelled 
the  BritiA  manufacturer  to  work  cheaper,  and  the  mer- 
chant to  receive  less  pofits,  effects  which,  by  the  gentle- 
TOM't  own  hypothesis,  must  be  produced  before  any  of 
the  burden  can  fall  on  the  producer  of  the  raw  matenal, 
as  they  both  stand  between  lum  and  the  consumer — if  the 
merchant  and  manufiuiturer  are  compeBed  to  take  less 
pro6^  the  price  of  the  article  is,  at  «nce,  reduced  to  con- 
•umersin  all  pattsof  the  world,  except  the  United  States^ 
•nd  the  price  beit^  reduced,  it  is  bro^rht  into  more  g«ne<- 
nl  use  amot^  the  poi»er  classes,  and  its  sale  becomes 
niore  extensive  in  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  markets  of 
the  world.  I  dq  not  say  that  the  gf  ot|einaa'«  portion  is 
■oundf  but,  if  it-be  so, 'this  is  thC'  first  coivequence  that 
Bows  from  it.  And,  w,  with  regard  to  the  consumption  of 
eotton  &bric8  in  the  United  States,  which  the  gentleman 
•eeas  to  MiimaM  ia»  or  nuy  bci  dmiiidriied  by  the  protect- 
ing qnteiMk  nia  whcde  thooiy  Is  In^  apon  a  supposed 
Uigtt^ntation  in  price,  the  ver)'  reverse  of  whicK  we 
know  to  exist.  Imaeased  consumption,  too,  the  natural 
consequence  of  a  dimioidied  price,  and  more  abih^  to 
purchase,  is  obvious  to  ttie  moat  careless  observer,  espe- 
P«sially  in  the  West  No  qiecial  iiywy  has,  therefore,  re- 
whcd  to  the  South  1^  this  operation  of  4e  tkiiff.  - 
Vot.  VIU.— 38 


But,  to  show  that  ttie  producer  pays  the  duty  on  the  im- 
parted article,  a  case  is  put,  well  calculated  to  puzzle,  but 
really  involving  a  mere  sophism.  I  refer  to  the  case  of 
the  bale  of  woollens  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  supposed  is  .received  directly  in  exchange 
for  cottons  exptnted  by  the  Southern  planter,  and  which 
isstupped  at  the  custom-house,  and  forty  of  the  hundred 
pieces  wliich  it  contains  taken  out  as  a  tax  to  the  Govern- 
ment, [p.  17,  printed  speech.]  Now,  as  to  the  sup- 
position that  tlie  bale  of  woollens  is  imported  for  the 
consumption  of  the  pknter,  I  have  notning  to  object 
against  it,  in  the  view  of  tlie  subject  that  I  am  now  taking- 
He  does  pay  the  duty,  not  in  his  capacity  of  producer  or 
exporter,  but  in  the  capadty  of  importer  and  consumer^ 
and,  analyze  the  transaction,  separate  it  into  its  four  natu- 
nd  elements,  which  have,  by  the  honorable  Senator,  beea 
unnaturally  combined,  and  it  will  be  obvious.  Let  tile 
Southern  phiiiter  export  htscrop,  lay  it  down  in  the  liver- 
poul  market,  and  sell  it  for  the  best  price  he  can  in 
cash.  This,  indeed,  is  always  done:  for  there  is  no  such 
thiqg  AS  barter  there,  except  thruu^  the  medium  of  mo- 
ney, or  bills,  which  arc,  for  all  effective  purposes,  money. 
Now,  he  sells  liis  cotton  for  just  the  same  price,  whether 
he  intends  to  bring  home  broadcloth*  or  money.  Here 
the  transaction  of  tlie  producer  and  tlie  exporter  ceasest 
the  cotton  planter  lias  for  his  crop  cash,  which  lie  may 
bring  home  with  him,  or,,  what  is  still  better,  leave  oo  de- 

Eosite  with  his  Knglish  biankeri  his  bills  on  that  banker, 
e  sells  to  the  Piiiladelphia  or  New  York  merchant  at  a 
premium,  and  he  has  his  cash  at  home,  to  be  dispoaed 
of  at  pleasure.  The  Oluo  farmer  aenda  pork  and  beef  to 
New  Orleans,  which  is  shipped  to  Charleston:  or  the  Ken* 
tucky  drover  takes  his  horse?,  nrales,  and  live  stock, 
through  the  Saluda  gap,  and  they  are  sold  to  the  planter. 
The  planter  pays  with  the  cash  which  he  has  brought 
home,  or  by  a  draft  on  his  banker  in  NewTork,  and  the 
exactions  at  the  custom-house  do  not,  thus  fiu*,  affect  the 
traasBOtion  in  the  remotest  degree.  The  New  York  mer- 
chant who  has  bought  the  draft  on  EUigland,  pays  it  out 
for  British  g(KKU,-and  brings-them  hornet  be  pays  the 
duty.  Now,  if  l^e  cotton  planter  purchases  one  half 
tliese  goe<U,  and  the  Ohio  farmer  the  other  hal(  at  the 
same-price,  is  it  not  obvious  that  each  pays  his  cquid  share 
of  the  duty }  No  refinement,  no  sophistry,  however  inge- 
iiiouB,  can  change  the  true  character  of  the  transaction. 
The  consumer,  and  not  the  producer,  pays  the  tax,  and 
the  several  sections  of  the  Union  pay  it  in  propcn'tion  to 
the  amount  they  consume.  As  respects  Uieimtiorlerand 
consumer,,  if  the  protected  article  b  permmenuy  enhanc- 
ed in  value  bv  the  duty  lud  on  it  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection, it  is  Uius6r  a  harden,  audits  propriety  and  policy 
moat  be  tested  by  comparing  and  balancing,  as  nearty  as 
may  be,  its  evils.with  its  benefits.  But  if  the  price  of 
the  protected  article  he  not  enhanced,  no  burden  what- 
ever is  borne,  except  what  is  necesaai^r  to  Justain  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  and  so  advantage  is  giv«n  by  it  to 
oneclasBof  oucdtisensnvef  another. 

But  the  honorable  .Senator  from  South  Carolina  fifr. 
Hatits]  has  XxHA  you,  that,  while  other  sections  of  the 
Union  are  flouriahingr  increaung  iftpomdation,  and  riring 
in  wealth,  theconditt(Hiof  the  South,  th^tofhis  own  State 
especially,  utvlerthe  operation  of  this  system,  isnotmerehr 
one  of  unexampled  depressioiv  but  of,  great:  uid  alt  perrao- 
ing  distress!  their  once  buqr  and  pc^twous  dties  crunhfiag 
into  ruin,  their  fields  abandoned,.,  their  hospitable  man- 
sjons*deserted,  and  the  husbandman,  with  a  heavy  and 
despiuring  heart,  tearing  himself  fion  the  Mcnes  of  tus 
childhood  and  the  bones  of  his  aooeaton^  to  seek,  io  the 
wilderness  exemption  from  the  oppmrion  with  which 
this  poBcy  has  oyerwhelmed  him. 

Is  this  fancy,  «r  is  it  £^tj, .  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
picture  greatly  oveadrawiH,  although  the  glowing  i\o- 
quenc^  Oe  itch  and  fervid  bnag^Batlon,  and  the  deep 
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and  UDpuricpned  tone  of  feeling  in  which  it  h  dudowed 
forth,  tend  to  give  it  *  welcome  entntnce  into  the  mind, 
before  it  b«a  pused  the  ordeal  of  the  judsntent.  But, 
in  determining  upon  fact,  nmple  eTcry-day  fact,  1  would 
prefer  the  conchuiona  of  a  less  powentil  and  a  len  excit- 
ed inteHect  There  is  too  much  of  poetrr  in  the  descrip- 
tion; it  feasibly  rerainda  one  of  tite  beautinil  and  eloquent 
lines  of  Doctor  Goldsmith,  in  whidi  he  deicribet,  with  ao 
much  apparent  truth  and  real  feefiiw^  the  deserted  fields 
and  demate  habitations  of  4ie  induatrioua  peaantry  of 
Enriand,  driven  fivm  4ieir  hondile  but  luqipy  hones,  to 
•eek  Aeher  bum  opprearion  in  (he  aiAtary  wooda  of 
san^  America— 

**  Wkm  wild  A  llsna  •Bind*  iu  iwtmpt  nwmd, 
M  Ar<  WiaiMa  MM  wMi  lkMd.«iat  MMnd--" 

And  it  b  and,  I  know  not  how  CHTectly,  that  our  poet 
Kved  and  died  stnmg  in  the  tionriction  of  the  general  cor- 
rectneaa  of  the  picture  which  he  drew  of  the  progreasve 
decajr  and  ^st^ation  of  his  country.  But,  sir,  England 
was,  in  &et,  increamr^  in  population,  and  so  abo  is  South 
Cw<^aa.  The  last  census  ahewa  a  small  increase  in 
the  fi«e  population  of  the  State,  and  a  large  increase  of 
the  slaves.  The  fields  also  must  be  cultivated  as  hereto- 
fixre,  far  they  jneld  an  increased  export  ptoductj  and  we 
are  told  that  they  now  raise  a  much  laiger  proportion 
than  fennerly  of  grain  and  live  stock  for  tbdr  own  con* 
sumption.  Thou^  by  no  means  disposed  to  admit  that 
South  Carolina  is  plunged  as  deeply  into  the  abysa  of  mise- 
ry  and  despair,  as  has  been  here  detncted,  yet  I  doubt 
not  that  she  prospers  less  than  former^,  and  leas  also  tiuui 
■KMt  other  eeetions  of  the  Uiuon:  but  for  this  there  are 
abundant  causes,  independent  of  the  tariff- 
Hie  Southern  planter  does  not,  like  the  hardy  &rmer 
of  the  North  and  West,  lay  his  own  hand  to  the  plough; 
he  neither  holds  nor  drives;  the  culture  Of  the  fields  is 
left  to  the  overseer  and  the  davca,  and  thdr  cultivatioii  is 
without  skiD  and  without  care.  Tear  af^  year,  the  same 
Aelds  are  subjected  to  the  same  crop,  and  the  wme  un- 
ceaang  and  unchanging  tillage,  without  any  meana  being 
used  to  renew  or  reinidgiinite  the  soiL  The  fields  are 
soon  worn  down  by  execasive  cultivation,  md  cease  to 
yield,  aa  herettrfbre,  an  abundant  harvest.  Extennve 
eodgration  is  slac^  without  doubt,  one  of  the  canaea  which 
operates  to  check  the  prosperi^  of  the  older  portions  of 
the  Southern  States;  but  this  emigration  is  induced  by 
causes,  and  instigated  by  fcclmgv  very  different  from 
.those -to  which  the  gentleman  baa  ascribed  it.  It  is  not 
want,  or  niiaery,  or  oppreasitm,  that  induces  it;  the  emi- 
grmnt  t^ntm  ndtiicr  hia  country  nw  his  kiti  and  hk  jour- 
neying is  undenaken  and  eieeutcd  iriili  feelings  the  re- 
verse of  angtuA  and  dei^.  Sir,  it  is  the  rich  and  fertile 
bads  of  the  West,  of  which  he  may  become  the  proprietor 
aInKM*  for  nothil^— a  charming  country  in  rea£ty,  tiesh, 
and  rich,  and  Ur,  almost  beyond  example,  but  to  wUch 
th«  hoagination  does  not  fiul  to  add  new  beauties,  and 
color  even  with  ideal  and  unreal  charms— it  is  this  which 
operates  upon  the  hopes,  and  eUtcs  the  spirits,  of  the 
young  and  ardent  sons  of  the  aoutii  and  Eaat,  and  leads 
them  to  part  from  tbdrMrfleUs  and  happy  hookea  on 
the  Atlantic  ahore,  for  fah«r  fields  and  hap[uer  homes  in 
the  br  distant  "West.  Hence,  sir,  tite  giant  stride  witli 
which  our  population  has  borne  its  march  westward,  the 
**  lion's  bound''  with  which  we  have  nrung  into  ^  forest 
But  this  snirit  of  emigration,  year  by  year,  drains  from 
Uw  seaboard  of  South  CaraUna  ber  most  hardv,  vigwous, 
and  enterprUng  population.  Cotton,  the  ob/eet  of  their 
culture,  can  be  railed  dieimw  and  more  abundantly  on  the 
new -  and  rkah  lands  of  Georgia,  Ahbnm,  Miastaaippi. 
Ltraisiana,  and  the  Territories  of  Florida  and  Arknnsaat 
and,  unlike  the  cumbrous  article  of  giwn  and  ita  products, 
can  be  transported  fhim  the  intcriorat  a  small  per  centum 
oB  itt  maiket-nkie. 


1  take  leave  to  refer  aba  to  anotlier  cause,  named  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  wluch  has, 
with  the  foregoing,  a  combined  operation.  The  repeal 
of  the  laws  of  primogeniture — ^the  equal  distribution  of 
the  real  estate  among  all  the  cluldren,-  sons  and  daughter* 
alike — tiowerer  &vorab1e  to  the  wealth  and  prosperi^  of 
the  people  in  other  sections  of  the  Uiuon,  does,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  rituation  and  habits  of  the  South,  seriously 
affect  uieir  conation.  Judging  fimn  tfie  statistical  tables 
which  ^low  the  (XMnparative  inerrase  of  populatiott  in 
different  sections  of  the  Union,  and  ctanpanng  that  of 
South  Candina  with  others,  I  am  led  to  the  eonchiaion 
thid  one-fourth  p*rt  of  the  free  bom  of  that  State,  which 
reach  the  yeara of  nuturity,  emigratet  and,by  tfie  existing 
laws,  they  carry  with  them,  to  their  Aew  iKHnes,  not  mere^ 
their  share  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  fianilyfrom  wfaich 
they  are  descended,  but  alsb  of  the  land  and  daves,  which 
form  the  substratum  of  the  we^th  of  the  country.  Thu^ 
year  after  year,  islhere  a  regt^  and  continual  dndn  of 
the  best  and  most  efBeieiit  p<qHjbtion  of  the  State,  and 
their  wealth  alao^ven  tiieir  real  property  pays  an  annual 
rent,  iff  may  so  ddl  it,  to  ber  emigration.  Buttiiisisnotall. 
The  great  increase  of  the  slares  over  that  of  the  free  po[Hi- 
lation,  shows  that  the  enumnts  do  not  genetmUy  take  with 
diem  thdr  proportion  of  autvca,but  that  tney  remain  aa  here- 
tofiffe,  in  s«ne  measure  regardant  to  the  soil.  They  have 
risen  now  to  more  than  one4ialf  the  popuhitioa  of  that 
State,  and  are  fiitt  gaining  upon  the  whtea  in  the  ratio  of 
increase  J  they,  indeed,  compoae  almost  the  iriiole  labor- 
ing p<^ulation  of  tlie  oounby;  they  kbor  without  Judg- 
ment, for  tlieir  inteUects  are  not  cultivated — without 
energy,  for  they  labw  without  motive;  hence,  the  aequi- 
rition  of  wealth  from  labor,  its  great  and  only  real  ba«% 
nAist  be  small  in  a  country  situated  like  this,  eonpared 
with  what  it  is,  where  every  man,  with  his  own  band,  cul- 
tivates his  own  &tm,  or  watdiei  orer  Ha  hi^irovemenl; 
where  all  are  laborers,  and  all  intelligent,  industrious,  and 
persevering — carefiil  of  the  present,  and  provident  of  the 
future. 

Sir,  the  curse  of  slavery,  and  not  tiie  tariff,  is  in  truth 
the  withering  curse  which  blights  the  lUr  hopes  of  this 
fair  and  otherwise  happy  and  fitvored  land.  It  ia  not-so 
mudi  the  drain  npon  her  prnndation,  for  in  tliis  ether  and 
prosperous  States  diare  her  lot;  but  it  is,  that,  wh'de  the 
soundand  wholesome  portion  of  the  popuhtion  flows  off-— 
the  bold  and  enterprising  freeman— tne  skve  remaina  fixed 
to  the  soil,  yeariy  consuming  more  and  more  of  its  products, 
and  yearly  displacing  and  sentUnginto  exile  (if  emigration 
be  exile)  more  of  the  free  bom  of  the  land.  I  need  not 
follow  out  the  picture  in  anticipation  of  its  conseqnences; 
the  subject  is  one  of  deep  regret  and  gloomy  forebodings. 

But-one  thing  more  nil)  I  take  occaaMn  here  to  remark. 
In  many  sections  of  the  Union,  and  in  foreign  countries, 
too,  public  opinion  has  greatly  erred  as  to  the  general 
feeling  and  conduct  of  the  individual  maatervtowards  tiior 
shves.  So  far  as  I  have  observed,  (and  my  observation 
has  been  somewhat  extensive,  especiallyin  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,)  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  shock  humani^.  <^ 
the  contrary,  the  fedingi  of  the  masters  towards  them 
appear  to  be  these  of  kindness  and  affection.  And  this 
evil,  cast  upon  our  Southern  bredwen,  not  far  Iheb  own 
acts,  or  of  their  own  choke,  but  by  tte  capidi^  of  a  fo- 
reign nation  while  we'  nrmalned  ner  coloniea,  is  one  for 
whidi  they  are  entitled  to  any  thing  rather  than  reproach 
and  censure.  And  it  is  an  evil  wbi^,  in  the  present 
state  of  publijc  feeling,  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  can- 
not, in  the  more  .Seotiiem  sections  of  our  eonnttr,  dtber 
remove  or  mitigate.  Pbilanthro^  indulges  vnioaa  of 
this  kind,  at  present,  in  vain. 

Another  mode  in  which  the  aamc  cause  aptnUMm  fai- 
jurioualy  to  thtt  section  of  Ae  Union,  is,  that  it  lessena 
their  cuaeity  for  oomnerdal  entei^uiae.  A  negro  slave 
is  unfit  for  k  diip  carpenter  or  a  nilori  and,  in  a  country^ 
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■when  tiiere  w  no  hborinff  clui^  except  aluTes,  ibips  can- 
not be  bollt*  w  mannedt  to  the  sune  advantage,  as  in  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  State*,  where  laborer!  are  freemen, 
and  posBen  intelligence  and  enterprise  for  every  under- 
taking, however  arduoiu,  or  however  varied.  The  navi- 
gating interest,  therefore,  independently  of  the  tariff, 
must  centre  elsewhere  than  in  the  Southern  States.  And 
finally,  the  well  known  and  familiar  habits  of  the  Southern 
people — free,  liberal,  uncalculating—living  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  their  means,  however  ample,  and  trustify  to  their 
land  and  ibves  as  a  perpetual  supply,  and,  beyond  Aat, 
improvident  of  the  future.  Time  brings  with  it  an  in- 
crease of  population,  but  not  of  .wealth}  and  the  decay 
and  exhaunon  of  their  soil,  and  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
thdr  staple,  produces  a  depression  which  is  severely  felt, 
but  which  is  unfortunately  attributed  to  that  which,  of  all 
thii^  is  most  remote  from  its  real  cause. 

Ne«l  I  add  another  to  this  long  and  mournful  list  of 
cause*  for  the  calamities  under  wluch  our  Southern  bre- 
thren suffer,  and  of  which  they  complain?  I  hare  explained 
the  causes  of  the  alleged  decay  of  their  nav^ting  inte- 
rest Why  is  tlieir  commerce  (as  the  honorable  Senator 
sajrs  it  is)  transferred  Into  the  hands  of  tite  merchants  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and-carried  on  by  their  capi- 
tal f  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  habits  of  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States— the  steady  eye  whidi  tbev  have  to 
the  future — th^r  dis|iosition  to  accumulate  and  embody 
capital,  and  their  skill  to  direct  it  to  every  proqierous 
enterprise.  They  have  tlie  ships-— they  have  the  seamen — 
they  have  liabits  of  life  and  a  turn  of' mind  fitted  to  mer- 
canttle  pursuits — and  they  liare  capital;  with  or  wKhoiit 
m  tariff,  the  commerce  of  the  South  must  have  fallen  into 
their  hands. 

These  causes  combined,  operate  on  the  city  t»f  Charies- 
ton*  the  decay  of  which  has  been  so  eloquentiy  and  feel- 
ingly depicted  by  the  ^ntleman  from  South  Cudtnat  and 
thou|^  ^sposed  to  thmk  his  coloring  somewhat  too  dark, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  the  general  correctness  of  the 
aad  picture  which  he  has  drawn — that  there  has  been  a 
great  and  marked  decay  in  the  wealth,  the  business,  and 
the  prosperity  of  that  ctty.  But,  sir,  independently  of 
those  causes  which  I  have  named,  aind  which  operate 
alike  upon  the  older  portions  of  South  Carolina,  there  is 
one  other,  wtddi  tentu  to  depress  the  budnew  of  Cbaries- 
ton  alone.  There  have  sprung  up  in  the  intenOT,  arrange 
of  pt^lona  and  flourishmg  towns,  Columbia,  AuguMa, 
and  Camden,  which,  within  a  few  past  years,  have  been 
rapidly  growing  in  commercial  importance,  and  have  cut 
oft  almost  wholqr  the  interior  trade  from  Cluuleston,  mak. 
ing  that  city  a  mere  place  of  transit,  or  rat  her  of  shipment. 

Sir,  these  causes  which  I  have  detailed — and  I  ap- 
peal to  Southern  gentlemen  for  their  correctness  and 
trftli — hare  operated  with  comluned  eficct,  for  years, 
upon  the  destinia  of  this  people;  and  are  diey  not  suft- 
eien^_  thou^  checked  and  opposed  as  they  may  be  by 
the  riches  of  nature  which  an  all-bountiful  Providence 
has  scattered  over  the  land — are  ther  not  sufficient  to 
produce  all  the  depression  and  all  the  misery  which  is 
vuoly  supposed  to  spring  from  the  protecting  system^ 

I  canno^  thcreroK,  on  the  most  full  and  careful  consi- 
deration which  I  have  been  able  to  give  Uiis  subject,  con- 
cur with  gentkuaen  in  the  opinion  that  the  protecting 
system  operates  oppressively  |on  the  Southern  ot  any 
other  seetion  of  the  Union.  In  the  West,  so  ftr  as  expe- 
rience can  test  its  efficacy,  it  has  produced,  and  is  pro- 
dueii^,  all  the  good  which  its  friends  and  supporters 
have  ever  predicted.  From  the  state  of  ruinous  depres* 
sioB  to  which  agricdltural  interests  had  sunk,  in  1834— an 
era  which  our  Western  &rniers  will  long  bear  m  remenv- 
bruioe — they  have  grathially  risen,  unaer  (be  fostering 
influence  of  this  nston,  connected  and  consorted  with 
that  of  our  internal  improvement,  until  they  have  reached 
a  point  of  prosperity,  which,  though  not  rich,  of  tower- 


ing, is  suffident  to  spread  comfiHt  and  gfadaess  over  our 
happy  land. 

Sir,  entertaining  these  views  of  the  tendency  and  effects 
of  the  protecting  system,  I  yield  to  it  my  hear^,  and  shall 
give  it  my  decided  support  I  do  not,  by  any  means, 
hold  tliat  our  present  system  is  perfect;  there  are,  doubt- 
less, in  some  of  its  leading  principles,  and  many  of  its  de- 
tails, much  that  may  be  modified,  amended,  and  improved; 
and  I  am  willing,  too,  to  sacrifice  something  upon  the 
altar  of  conciliation  and  peace{  but  I  inll  not  consent  to 
surrender  the  principle  or  protection,  w  so  to  mould  its 
details,  as  to  prostrate  and  nun  the  interests  which  it  has 
reared  and  cherished. 

[A  portion  of  tlie  above  was  delivered  on  the  succeeding 
sitting  day,  but  the  speech  is  pven  here  entire.] 

The  Senate.a4joumed  to  Monday. 

MOHDAT,  FsBBUAnT  SO. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  havii^  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Cut's  resolution, 

Mr.  EWINO  conduded  tus  reoaib  eomnuMsed  yes- 
terday, (as  given  above.) 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  South  Carolina,  then  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  address  the  Senate,  and  moved  a  postponement  <^ 
tlie  subject  till  to-morrow;  which  was  a^^ved  to. 

Hie  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretaiv  of  ^e  Treasury,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Holxbs's 
resolution  culii^  for  the  reasons  of  the  delay  in  the  trans- 
mission of  tlie  annual  commercial  statemeirts.  [The  8e- 
cretanr  reeommeuds  that  the  cdlecton^  hereafter,  be  ^ 
rectetl,  under  proper  penalty,  to  make  0idr  returns 
monthly  instead  of  quulerly.]  The  report  wsa  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 


TcsssAT,  FasavABT  SI. 

THE  TAIUFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Cut,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  (hereto  by  Mr-  Hatjti. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Senate  as  foUowa:  Be  sdd,  if  he  were  to  consult  his' 
own  convenience,  or  sense  of  propriety,  be  would  rest 
the  defence  of  the  case  proposed  now  to  be  advocated 
with  the  ,able  and  eloquent  arguments  which  had  been 
made  by  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate;  but 
when  it  is  recollected,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  the  portion  of 
the  Union  from  which  I  c<Mne  feels  a  deep  stdicitude,  (m- 
deed,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  whde  couidir  isaptated  by 
this  question,)  when  it  is  rec<dlec4ed  that  those  whom  I 
represent  are  an  agricultural  people,  reljriiqr  on  theirown 
industry  and  their  own  fitrms  for  their  support,  not  deiir- 
ing  any  benefit  from  diis  protective  ty^&nn  on  the  con- 
trary, the  exclusive  subjects  and  victims  Uiere<^,  I  trust 
die  Senate  will  bear  wtth  me  while  I  present  some  con- 
siderations, which,  in  my  opinion,  atu;fat  to  influence  its 
judgment  in  determiiung  this  matter,  fknow.  too  well,  said 
Mr.  M.,  wtuttsdoeto  myself  and  die  representative  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government,  to  question  the  jturity  of  the 
motives  of  those  who  differ  from  me.  I  admit  tfiiU  others 
may  pursue  the  iirterest  of  their  constitu«itB,  and  dwir 
own,  le^timately  on  this  floor.  It  will  not,  I  presume^  be 
denied  to  me  to  must  on  mine.  Without  repudiating  the 
selfi^  principle  which  has  so  much  influence  in  our  con- 
dudt,  the  views  I  propose  to  present  will  be  rather  to  ^ve 
a  benevolent  and  sooud  direction  to  it;  to  insist  Uiat  jus- 
tice, even-handed  Justice,  is  the  ba^  of  all  our  civil 
rights;  and  that,  however  inconvenient  it  may  he  fixr  ths 
moment  to  submit  tfiereti^  *society  eanno^  ought  not,  to 
exist,  where  justice  and  equal  rights  are  .excluded  fVom 
the  laws  by  which  it  is  governed. 
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If  it  could  be  shown  that  the  present  tariff*  laws  were 
unjust,  unequal,  and  unconstitutional,  I  should  feel  de- 
graded bjr  admitting  as  an  equal  that  man  who,  conceding, 
this,  would  stiU  maintain  the  proprietor  of  their  continu- 
ance. I  can  realty  im»g;ine  that  those  who  affirm  the 
right  to  impose  this  system,  reason  tliemselves  into  the 
belief  that  there  is  no  impropriety  in  doing  so.  For  my 
part,  I  feel  a  settled  conviction  that  these  lawfare  ancon- 
stitutional,  unjust,  and  unequal,  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
modified  so  as  to  produce  a  revenue  only  demanded  for  the 
constitutional  uses  of  the  Government,  and  that  this  revenue 
should  be  raised  on  such  articles  as  will  subject  the  whole 
people  of  this  nation  to  an  equal  portion  ofits  payment. 

The  character  of  this  body,  its  origin,  history,  and  final 
purposes,  will  constrain  all  to  admit  tliat  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment is  not  one  having  unlimited  powers  we  ai-e  aa- 
sembled  here  the  representatives  of  States  having  separate 
laws,  customs,  and  intei-ests:  and  in  this  body  the  State  of 
Delaware  is  feltaa  much  aslhc  State  of  New  York'.  Tiie 
argument  on  the  other  side  proceeds  on  tlie  assumption 
that  the  Federal  Government  is  unlimited-  It  is  true  that 
«ie  Senator  from  Kentacky  did  atlmit,  in  his  first  address 
on  this  flubjecti  that  wc  had  no  power  to  lay  a  tax,  and 
then  disburse  it  tor  the  benefit  uf^the  States.  1  was  grati- 
fied to  hear  the  question  asked  by  him*  "  where  is  the 
constitutional  power  to  distribute  the  surplus  revenueV 
If,  fays  he,  the  same  persons  wlw  pay  in  receive  back, 
then  this  tax  is  useless  and  expensive,  since  much  is  lost 
in  its  collection  and  disbursement.  If  tlic  same  people  do 
not  get  back,  who  pay  in,  then  there  is  injustice ;  indsnuich 
as  you  tax  those  who  do  not  enjoy  tbe  benefit,  to  pve  it 
to  those  who  do."  I  thank  tbe  gentleman  fin- this  conclu- 
■ivc  argument  against  th^  eonsHtutional  right  to  ruse, 
through  Congress,  a  revenu.e  to  be  disti'tbutcd.Bmong  the 
States.  May  not  the  same  thing  be  said  of  the  tax  levied 
fqr  the  protection  of  manufactures?  If  the  .same  person 
pays  the  tax  who  received  the  protection,  then  you  gain 
nothing  by  the  circuit,  but  lose  the  expcn.se  of  collect- 
ing)^ but  if  those  pay  the  tax  who  do  nolshai-e  in  the  pro- 
tection, tlien  the  injustice  is  as  gre-it  aj*  in  tlie  other  case. 
But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  the  same  breath  in 
which  he  denounced  the  diviaon  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
went  on  to  insist  that  internal  improvement  should  be 
carried  on,  in  the  Western  country,  by  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  sucli  purposes 
there,  by  entirely  abandoning  the  constitutional  objection 
to  the  power  of  distribution.  Sir;  is  not  tlic  public  land 
pubric  proper^.'  Is  not  the  fund  derived  therefrom  pub- 
lic revenue?  When  it  comes  into  the  treasury,  is  it  not  a 
portion  of  the  common  property?  How  comes  it  to  pass 
that  you  cannot  divide  this  among  all  the  States,  but  that  the 
Western  States  can  constitutionally  apply  the  whole  of  it 
to  their  use*  If  three  millions  are  derived  from  the  s-ilcs 
of  public  lunds,  arc  they  not  so  much  in  relief  of  the  t.ixes 
of  the  country?  But  will  the  gentleman  pitt  an  cir-mark 
on  this  money,  and  say,  because  it  came  from  the  West,  it 
must  go  back  to  the  West,  in  contradiction  to  the  very 
principles  which  he  has  laid  down?  It  was  said  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  tl»e  resolutions  presented  by 
him  avoided  the  tlcli«LibIe  ground}  that  tliey  offered  a 
basis  for  the- adjustment  of  the  tariff,  in  which  wc  miglit 
all  agree.  I  differ  entirely  with  the  gentleman,  in  my 
opinion  of  the  sUtte  of  the  controversy.  I  undcrslomlhim, 
on  a  former  occasion,  to  say  he  regarded  agriculture  as  tlie 
primary  interest.  lu  this  1  agree  with  \\mi\  manufactures 
cwinot,  for  many  years  to  come,  approximate.  In  point  of 
national  importance,  to  agi-iculture. 

TTie  real  question  then  i^  shall  the  great  primarv  intc- 
restofthecoftntry  be  sacrificed  to  a  sccootkr>'  onef  Shall 
those  who  till  the  ground  be  made  tributary  to  those  Who 
handle  the  shilt'Ief  I  am  at  a  h)ss  to  conceive  how  it 
would,  fur  a  moment,  be  supposed  that  tlic  proposition  to 
rediicf  the  tlutiiMi  on  whut  are  called  unprotfcled  articles, 


would  or  could  be  metas  mid^e  ground.  It  is  a  notori- 
ous fact,  that  the  greatest  national  mterest — ^the  very  basis 
of  our  commerce,  is  worn  down  so  much  by  the  pressure 
of  this  system,  as  to  endanger  its  existence.  Ever  since 
the  principle  of  protection  nas  been  avowed,  we  entered 
our  protest  against  it;  we  will  never  consent  to 'recognise 
it  as  the  legitimate  offspring  of  tlie  constitutional  powers 
of  Congress.  Our  utmost  economy  and  industry  have 
scarcely  sAved  us  from  ruin;  we  can  forego  the  hixuries 
of  life — wc  can  omit  to  buy  tropical  fruits,  European  or 
Asiatic  finery;  but  we  cannot  do  witliout  salt,  iron,  and 
woollen  and  cotton  cloth;  tliese  arc  articles  without  which 
the  planter  and  fanner  cannot  live;  and  these  are  the  ar-* 
tides  which  it  is.  proposed  to  raise  your  entire  revenue 
from.  So  far  from  the  propontion  on  the  other  side  be- 
ing a  compromise,  it  is  adding  a  new  and  offcimve  feature 
to  the  tarifi";  it  is  relieving  the  whole  nation  from  taxa- 
tion, and  sadilling  it  on  the  ngricultural  part  alone;  it  is 
relieving  the  wealttiy  monopolist,  ami  compelling  the 
middling  and  poorer  class  to  bear  the  burden.  It  is  essen- 
tially at  war  with  the  republican  form  of  our  Government. 
It  will  make  the  poor  poorer,  and  the  rich  ridicr;  and 
finally  build  up  an  aristocncj'  liere,  as  hateful  and  odious 
as  the  nobility  in  Great  Britain. 

Standing  here,  as  I  do,  represcmting  a  portion  of  the 
pcoplfe  who  have  a  right  to  exumine  the  motives  which 
influence  your  legislation,  and  pronounce  on  them,  I  do 
nut  hesitate  to  affirm  that  the  constitution  does  nut  autho- 
rize you  to  impose  a  tax  whieli-  is  partial,  and  intended  so 
to  operate  on  different  interests.  Vcur  taxes  must  be  uni- 
form. Any  plan  or  device,  by  which  portions  of  this  re- 
public i^alt  escape  taxation,  and  other  portions  be  made 
to  pay  it,  b  unconstitutional.  I  do  not  speak,  as  a  judge, 
hut  as  one  representing  the  people,  the  primary  source  of 
all  power,  when  I  declare  the  principle  assumed  in  these 
resolutions  is  at  War  with  the  genius  of  liberty,  as  well  as 
tiie  letter  of  tlie  constitution.  As  a  principaJ,  looking  at 
the  veiled  purposes  of  the  agent,  I  haVe  a  right  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  act,  and  condemn  it.  Such  a  law  has  no 
more  force  than  the  cords  by  whicli  the  hands  of  Sampson 
were  bound  by  a  deceitfht  and  treacherous  mistress.  Sir, 
I  regard  this  as  a  question  of  property — a  contro-ersy 
about  meum  and  tmtm.  it  \an  been  stud  by  all  those  oii 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  tliat  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion has  been  wwred.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  WiLRiKs]  seemed  to  suppose  we  cnuld  come  to 
terms  on  this  matter,  since  my  colleague  had  nDt  passed 
the  constitutions!  ^ffiail^.  J  do  not  know  whether  he 
continues  in  the  same  temper  since  he  lias  received  the 
resolutioiis  of  the  Fennsylmnia  Legtdature.  '  The  Sensk 
tors  from  Kentucky,  from  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  and 
Tennessee,  whether  for  or  against  the  system,  have  mun* 
taincd  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress.  1  owe  *l  to 
those  I  represent,  that  nomisappreitcnsion  of  their  opinions 
should  arise  on  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment. So  far  from  surrendering  this  position,  they  never 
were  more  thorouglily  satisHed  tiian  now,  that  the  power 
to  enforce  this  system,  as  a  substantive  power,  either  finan- 
cial or  commercial  in  its  nature,  docs  not  exist.  This  is 
considered  a  settled  point  with  us;  Virginia  has  so  decidtilj 
Nortii  Carolina  has  on  this  floor,  by  her  able  Senators, 
avowed  it;  South  Carolina  has  repeatedly  so  decided; 
Georgia  hw  maintained  tl»c  same,  in  the  luminous  and  un- 
answerable report  of  her  Legislature;  Alabama  ami  Mis- 
sissippi have  done  the  same,  and  it  is  thought  Tennessee  ii 
of  the  same  opinion.  We  liear  the  whole  of  the  cottcHi- 
growing  States,  expressing,  by  thctr  higliest  public  ftjnc- 
tionaries,  tiiat  this  law  is  iinconftitutional.  llie  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  ought  to  be  admonished  that  upon 
this  suiyecl  the  higliest  authority  has  already  spoken;  they 
ought  to  regard  it  as  a  s*ttlc<i  question  with  tiiose  States, 
not  now  debatable;  and  this  fact  oiiglit  to  be  well  weigli- 
cd  in  the  argument  of  this  stibji-ci.    [Here  Mr.  M.  read 
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extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Virginia  Legislature, 
and  South  Carolina  And  Georgia  Legislatures,  expressing 
their  opinion  on  the  constitutional  question.]  The  Sena-' 
tors  from  Kentucky  and  from  Maine  have  botli  travelled 
out  of  the  observations  of  my  colleague,  and  have  fastened 
on  the  expression,  that  the  unconstitutionaH^  of  the  tariff 
vas  still  innsted  on  to  pronounce  philippics  against  South 
Carolina  and  nullification.  Now,  it  will  be  recollected 
that  this  subject  was  not  introduced  into  this  debate  by  the 
Senator  from  SouUi  Carolina;  nor  is  it  considered  as  ne- 
ceiisanly  a  proper  topic  for  debate  hercf  but  the  honor- 
able Sciwtors  cannot  expect  to  assail  doctrines  alleged 
by  them  to  be  peculiar  to  South  Carnlina,  witliout  fiiidiiig 
them  sustained  here  as  4'ell  as  elsewhere.  I  sliall  there- 
fore, in  reply  to  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  lllaine, 
maintain,  first,  that  the  tariff*,  for  protection,  is  not  consti- 
tutional; and,  In  the  second  place,  that  the  States,  by  Uicir 
rcser^'ed  rights,  may  declare  them  so.  The  power  to  en- 
force tlie  protecting  duties  is  derived  from  two  clauses  in 
the  eonslitutioii. 

First,  under  the  revenue  clause:  and,  secondly,  under 
Uie  clause  regulaliiig  commerce. 

I  will  consider  these  separately;  and  here  let  me  re- 
mark that  the  constitutionality  nf  any  tax  must  be  a  ques- 
tion of  degree,  rather  than  principle:  or,  more  properly 
speaking,  the  jirincipic  must  depend  upon  the  degree.  In 
our  St^tc  Lec^isHtures,  where  the  taxing  powtr  is  suppos- 
ed to  l>e  indefinite,  it  may,  by  being  pushed  too  far,  be- 
come unconstitutioiu).  A  State  law,  imposing  ninety-nine 
cents  tax  upoii  every  dollar  of  the  capital  of  an  individual, 
without  some  overwhelming  necessity,  would  be  resistc<l, 
and  the  United  States'  court  would  be  resorted  to,  to  check 
the  State  Oovemnteht  against  such  an  act  of  confiscation. 
But  in  the  Federal  Goremment,  which  is  one  of  limited 
character,  it  must  always  be  able  to  shtTw  a  warrant  in  the 
charter  for  what  it  does;  the  extent  of  a  tax  must  neces- 
sarily determine  the  right  to  impose  it;  hence  the  motive 
becomes  important,  and,  strictly  speaking,  ought  always 
to  appear.  -  As  Uiu  opinions  of  Mr.  Hamilton  liave  often 
beeu  odvcrtcil  to  on  this  subject,  let  us  sec  what  he 
says  on  the  esctcnt  to  wtiich  the  impost  taxes  may  be  ear- 
ned. In  page  77  ofthe  Federalist,  he  says  "It  is,  therefore, 
evident  ^t  one  National  Governmeitt  would  be  able,  at 
much  less  expense,  to  extend  tne  duties  on  imports  beyond 
comparifon, further  than  would  be  practicable  to  the  States, 
separately,  or  to  any  partial  confederacies;  hitherto,.  I  be- 
lieve it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  these  duties  have  not, 
OD  Ml  average,  exceeded  in  anyone  State  three  per  cent. 
In  France,  they[  are  estimated  at  fifteen  per  cent,  and  the 
proportion  is  still  ercater  in  Great  Uritamt  tiiere  seems  tu 
be  nothing  to  hiiuler  their  being  increased  in  this  countiy 
to  at  least  treble  their  present  amount." 

It  has  not  been  pretended,  in  this  debate,  that  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  en- 
taigcs  the  taxing  power  beyond  the  objects  especially 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  Congress.  But  it  is  said  it  is  s 
necessary  incident  to  the  revenue  power  to  protect  do 


tax  forthat  object.  I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  incidental  power.  It  is  said  that  the  first  act  of  Con- 
greaa,  laying  unties,  maintained  the  protecting  principle, 
as  it  is  estabU^ed  by  the  reciting  clause,  or  preamble.  By 
adverting  to  the  debate  on  this  bill,  it  will  be  seen  that  it 
was  throughout  considered  as  a  financial  meuurci  there 
was  great  opposition  to  thil  mode  of  tax^n,  and  the  in- 
troduction into  the  act  of  this  preamble  was  to  increase  it* 
patronage,  by  inducing  those  opposed  to  it,  as  a  species  of 
taxation,  to  look  to  the  effect  bi  the  law,  rather  than  the 
cause  of  it.  As  it  was,  in  point  of  fiict,  a  revenue  measure, 
it  coukl  do  no  harm  to  introduce  one  of  its  incidents  into 
the  preamble;  fbrHwat  unquestionably  true  that  it  afford- 
ed protection  to  the  precise  extent  that  it  levied  a  tax  on 
importation.  This  incidental  power  i«  claimed  botli  under 
the  revenue  and  commercial  clause.  I  will  illustrate  my 
position  by  some  citamples,  and  the  argument  may  be  con- 
sidered as  applicable  to  each.  It  lias  been  affirmed  by  the 
Senators  from  Mvne  and  Tennessee,  that  you  cannot  ex- 
amine the  motive  to  the  law.  Tliia  I  deny,  and  maintain 
that  no  law,  enacted  by  tlie  Fedend  Government,  is  vaUd, 
unless  supported  by  a  constitutional  motive. 

The  regulation  of  the  affairs  uf  the  household  is  vested 
in  the  head  of 'the  family.  A  parent  haj  the  rig^t,  for  a 
lawful  purpose,  to  chastise  his  child,  to  improve  his  tem- 
per ana  manners;  the  power  to  enforce  such  regulations 
IB  given  to  advance  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  child; 
the  legality  of  the  act  may,  or  rather  must,  depend  upon 
the  motive.  If  a  parent  were  to  punish,  under  this  inde- 
finite power,  a  child,  because  lie  did  not  steal,  or  commit 
a  crime,  the  legality  of  tlwt  punishment  mtj^it  he  ques< 
tioned  in  any  court,  and  tlie  parent  made  answerable 
therefor.  The  same  of  a  master,  and  his  slave,  or  ap- 
prentice; under  the  general  right  to  regulate  the  lidxir  of 
such,  no  incidenttd,  unlawful  purpose  can  be  conaummated. 

We  are  too  apt,  in  considering  this  question,  to  resolve 
the  incident  into  the  principal.  It  cannot  be  denied  but 
many  original,  substantive  powers  maybe  so  executed  as 
to  effect  iucideutal  benefits.  We  must,  however,  never 
lose  N^t  of  tlie  fact  that  the  mere  inddental  power  caiw 
not  be  lavfufly  oonrerted  into  the  princi|»l  one. 

Among  other  illustrationsof  this  question,  1  will  rebite  a 
story  of  a  gentleman  who  once  went  to  reclaim  a  female 
lunatic  from  a  ungular  liabjt,  which  slie  liad  adopted,  of 
sleeping  among  cows.  In  a  clear  moonlight  night,  he 
wrapped  himself  up  ^n  a  sheet,  and  advanced  towards  the 
unfortunate  lady;  bis  purpose,  the  surrounding  objects, 
the  wild  countenance  of  the  maniac,  were  by  no  means 
calculated  to  give  his  ju^ment  the  entire  ascendancy  over 
liis  imagination)  aodi  after  strolling  about  the  un^tunate 
girl,  slie  at  last  saw  him,  and  without  alarm  she  said,  Ahl 
a  white  devil!  and,  looking  atbis^sdow,  and  a  black  devil 
too!  With  this  he  cast  a  liasty  glance  over  his  shoulders, 
saw  his  shadow,  became  panic  struck,  and  moved  off; 
when  she  cried,  "run,  black  devil;  catch  white  devil!" 
and  the  poor  frightened  ^ost  was  run  down  by  his  own 
shadow.  The  advocatesof  the  tariff  seize  with  more  than 


meitic  manufactures;  and  a  reference  lias  been  made  to  |  >>u«ie  qiucknesa  the  incidental  protection  afforded  by 
the  address  of  the  Free  Trade  Convention,  as  conceding  legitimate  revenue,  to  run  down  the  principal,  thereby 
tliis  right.  making  tlie  sliadow  conquer  the  substance. 


Before  T  proceed  to  conaderthisas  an  incidental  power, 
let  me  fasten  it  down  asn  substintive  one.  The  argument  of 
the  Virginia  rcsohrtions,  on  this  question,  as  well  as  the  ar- 
gument in  the  Federalist,  bothattributedto  Mr.  Madison,  is 
so  conclusive,  that  the  boldest  advocates  for  construction 
scetn  to  abandon  the  idea  of  resorting  to  those  general 
phrases,  <*  common  defence  and  genera)  welfare,"  as  con- 
ferring any  sub^antlve  power.  What,  then,  have  you  the 
right  to  impose  a  tax  (or?  Nothing,  but  to  effect  some  ob- 
ject, which  the  Oovemment  may  desire  money  to  consum- 
mate, under  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
i'tiere  is  no  power  to  speira  money  in  the  protection  of 
■nanufarturex;  and  hence  you  have  not  the  right  to  impose  a 


Again,  sir,  1  will  state  a  case,  fumisliing  my  opinion  of 
tlie  incideiitai  and  principal  power  of  Government  on  this 
subject.  Suppose  the  commissioners  of  roads  called  on 
to  lay  out  a  new  road,  and,  in  doing  so,  tlicy  come  to  a 
swamp,  which  requires  an  embankment  to,be  thrown  up; 
and  wliile  they  are  dcliberatii^  where  th«r  slull  locate  tlie 
road,  apersoii  who  has  a  mill  seat  ctMnesmwardandaayi^ 
it  does  not  concern  the  public  where  tliis  road  is  laid 
down;  1  have  a  valuable  mill  seat  which  will  be  service- 
able to  tlie  neighborhood;  I  st^gest  the  propriety  of  lo- 
cating the  road,  so  ttiat  the  embankment  may  be  con- 
verted into  my  mill  dam,  and  thereby  the  labor  saved  to 
me  uf  making  this  dam.  It  being  a  nutter  of  indiiicrence 
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to  the  commisaiODcra  where  the  road  ia  tekl  out,  this  con- 
cenion  is  made  to  the  individualt  he  avaUi  Uanelf  of  thia 
public  act,  the  main  inducement  to  which  is  Uke  comp1e> 
tion  of  the  highway,  and  he  incidentidly  ia  benefited  to  the 
whole  extent  of  the  lalxH*  hestowed  on  the  embankment. 
Thus  the  public  executes  its  original  substantive  purpose, 
and  the  mdividuai  takca  the  incidental  benefit.  But  let 
me  ask.  with  what  grace  would  this  same  individual  de- 
mand of  the  conmiiadoners  of  the  nml  to  set  ihoui  ami 
erect  a  mill  dam  fiv  him  where  no  road  was  intended,  or 
demanded  by  the  public  ?  And  yet  this  would  not  be  more 
proposterous  than  the  manufiicturers  now  insisluig  that 
because  protection  to  tlie  extent  of  the  revenue  has  here- 
tofore been  extended,  that,  therefore,  now  they  must  have 
protection  when  revenue  is  not  wanttiw. 

Latterly  tlie  advocates  of  the  protecting  system,  finding 
the  revemie  power  not  suffidently  strong  to  build  their 
hopes  upon,  have  resorted  to  the  clause  in  which  the  right 
to  revulate  fbreign  commerce  among  the  States  is  con- 
fbuDoied.  Let  me  examine  this  view  of  the  subject  for  a 
moment.  Neither  the  lustory  of  tlie  times,  the  contempo- 
raneous eommentaries,  nor  the  proper  import  of  these 
words,  can  be  relied  on  as  sustaining  this  construction. 
The  object  in  conferring  on  tlic  Federal  Government  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce,  was  to  improve,  fecilitate, 
and  add  new  life  thereto.  Under  Uie  old  confederation, 
foreign  nations  Tcfiised  to  fom  commercial  arrangements, 
because  we  presented  a  broken  torbce  and  a  mutilated 
front;  each  State  adopting  iu  own  commeicial  code.  One 
of  the  main  inducements  to  the  change  of  the  confedera- 
tion, was  to  enablelthe  Federal  Government  to  act  as  an 
entire  nation  in  its  foreign  intercourse.  Hence  it  is  said, 
in  the  commentary  submitted  to  the  American  people  in  the 
Fedeialirt :  *'  The  powers  delegated  to  the  Fc^ralGovern- 
meut  are  few  and  defined.  TluMe  which  remain  with  State 
GovenunenU  are  numerous  and  indefinite.  l*be  Former 
will  be  exercised  principally  in  external  Objects,  a«  war, 
peace,  negotiation,  and  foreign  conunercej  with  which 
fatst^  the  powCT  of  taxation  wiU,  forthe  most  put,  be  con- 
nected. The  powers  reserved  to  the  several  States  will 
extend  to  all  the  objects  which,  in  (he  ordinaty  course  of 
affairs,  concern  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  the 
peoplet  and  the  internal  order,  improvement,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  State.  The  operations  of  Ute  Federal  Go- 
vernment will  bo  most  extensive  and  important  in  time 
(tf  war  and  danger;  those     SUte  Governments  in  time  of 

Eeacc  and  security.  The  administration  of  private  justice 
etwcen  the  citizens  of  the  same  SUte,  the  supervision  of 
agriculture  and  other  concerns  of  a  similar  nature;  all 
those  things,  in  short,  which  are  proper  to  be  provided 
for  by  local  legislation,  can  never  be  desirable  cases  of  a 
general  jurisdiction.  It  is  therefore  imprc^able  tliat  there 
dioutd  eiust  a  disposition  in  the  federal  councils  to  usurp 
thepowers  with  which  they  are  connected." 
i  The  pretcnuon  of  regulating  commerce  so  as  |to  pro- 
tect domestic  manufactures,  is  not  avowed  here,  nor  can  it 
be  shown  that  it  ever  was  alleged  as  an  inducement  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Government,  other  than  as 
incidentid  to  the  taxing  power. 

'iliere  arc  but  two  ways  to  regulate  commerce;  the 
one  »  by  treaty,  the  other  by  legisktion. 

Cutild  any  thing  be  mxae  absurd  or  offennve  to  the 
moral  sense  of  this  nation,  than  a  treaty  with  a  fbreign 
ration,  stipulating  a  cessation  of  all  commeKe  between 
the  two?  llie  assumption  of  soch  bans  for  a  treaty, 
would  be  treated  witik  public  indignation,  and  die  people 
of  both  nations  would  soon  revise  such  a  treaty.  I  defy 
the  production  of  any  case,  in  which  our  Government  has, 
uiKjer  the  power  of  regulating  commerce,  proposed  to 
cripple  it  by  treaty;  to  advance,  enlai^e,  and  improve  it, 
is  tlie  great  object  of  our  commercial  treaties.  The  idea 
of  negotiating-  with  fure^  Powers,  to  destroy  commerce, 
is  so  ndiculoiia  and  absunl  llml  no  one  will  pretciMl  that 


the  trea^^naktngiMweram  be  reaortod  to  for  the  pro- 
tecti<m  of  domemlc  industiy. 

But  it  is  said  we  can  dothisbylegialatkNi.  Witbapro- 
per  motive,  I  admit  we  can  legislate  a  regulati<m  of  ooa< 
merce  into  existence,  not  to  protect  manufactures,  but  (o 
countervaU  foreign  restrictions.  It  was  lawflil  and  consti- 
tutional for  our  Government  to  interdict  the  direct  trade 
between  this  country  awl  the  Britirii  West  Indies;  and  how 
so?  Not  to  increase  the  price  of  sow  and  molswiij  or  to 
reduce  the  price  of  lumber  and  naval  attfres;  hut  to  restore 
the  reciprocal  and  equal  terms,  the  eoounerce  between 
the  British  and  American  possessions.  It  would  be  no 
more  constitutional  to  prohibit  foreign  commerce  with  a 
view  to  domestic  protection,  than  to  make  treaties  to 
abolish  commerce.  The  power  was  not  confided  for  such 
purposes,  and  when  so  used  is  fraudulentandvMd.  Butitis 
said  the  firitidi  Government  refused  to  receive  our  bread 
stufls;  and  therefiire  we  can  refuse  to  receive  h«  mano- 
Gurturet.  Thu  is  not  the  true  motive.  The  British  com 
laws  were  in  ftwce  long  nnce.  It  never  was  contended, 
upon  ^e  adoptim  of  the  constitution,  that  the  existence 
01  the  com  laws  in  En^and  would  give  an  indefioite 
ri{^t  to  trammel  our  commerce  with  that  nation;  nor  is  it 
pretended  your  proliibitory  laws  are  enact«],  bona  Jide^ 
with  a  view  to  retaUate  on  the  Briti^  com  laws.  This 
was  an  afterthought,  resorted  to  to  give  color  to  legislation; 
adopted  avowe^  to  effect  what  was  denied  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government  by  the  convention.  The  power  to  r^;u- 
late  commerce  with  fbreign  nations,  and  among  the  Slates, 
ia  given,  using  tiie  term  regulate,  as  common  to  both.  I 
will  ask,  can  Congress  prombit  Tennessee  iron  frtMn  belief 
sold  in  Pittsburg,  under  the  power  ta  regulate  commerce 
among  the  States  ?  Or  would  the  power  to  prohibit  W  cstern 
trade  in  live  stock  be  entertained  by  Congress,  to  foster 
the  farming  interest  of  the  SouUi?  One  of  the  mode* 
propMed  by  Cot.  Hamilton,  in  his  famous  report  on  tnum- 
factures,  to  encoun^  them,  was  to  prohibit  tiie  expnta- 
tion  of  the  raw  material.  Would  any  one  on  this  Boor 
avow  the  ri^t  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  cotton,  in  ot- 
dcr  to  lessen  the  price  to  the  manufiu;lurcr?  Or,  would 
any  one  be  countenanced  in  the  propontion  to  tax  dontea- 
tic  manufitctures  at  the  Nortli,  and  to  enable  the  South 
to  engage  with  success  in  that  branch  of  industry  ?  Never- 
tlielcss,  all  these  consequences  will  fiurly  result  from  the 
assertion  (tf  the  power  to  r^ulate  commerce,  so  as  to  de- 
stroy it,  and  estabUidi  one  branch  <^  ilMhittty  on  tbe  ruins 
of  another.  But  it  is  si^  if  Congress  has  not  dus  power, 
it  is  extinct;  because  the  States  have  surrendered  it  Hie 
States,  may  have  surrendered  this  power  without  confer- 
ring it  on  Congress.  There  are  some  things  which  cannot 
be  done  either  by  tbe  Federal  Government  or  th«  States. 
"  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  rcserv- 
edtoiheStateareneetiTeiy.ortothepeople."  Tlus«ip- 
poaes  there  may  be  some  powers  neither  gimnted  to  the 
United  States,  nor  retunedby  the  States,  which  nnor  stiU 
remain  wi^  the  people.  But  has  the  constitution  not  pro- 
vided for  this  very  case,  by  inferring  on  die  seversl 
Suites  the  i^ht  to  lay  takes  and  impost  duties,  with  the 
consent  of  Congress'  If  this  power  was  not  conferred  for 
this  precise  purpose,  it  is  clearly  a  nugatory  One.  It  was 
evidently  intended  to  enable  such  States  as  wished  to  pro- 
tect her  citizens  against  foreign  competitimi,  to  do  so* 
with  the  consent  of  Congress,  md  at  tbe  expense  of  those 
on  whom  the  tax  would  operate. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  supposes  he  bas  found 
an  '  ■  extinguisher"  for  this  ai^meot,  when  he  shows  that 
the  State  tax  is  to  go  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  State*. 
Upon  mature  reficction.  I  think  he  wdl  not  find  thia  so  clear. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  tax  imposed  to  protect  domestic 
roanuiiuturas,  is  paid  as  a  bounty  to  them;  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  who  ought  to  bear  thb  tax— those  who  impose,  or 
those  who  rcMst  it?   Ifitbeso  im{iprtant  to  a  Stale  to 
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protect  its  vwn  induatnr,  let  ^  eitizem  of  Mich  a  State 
balance  the  proAtand  loBaf  thiaiMtteri  **gmam^tam- 
moAfiM,  dtm  amUn  metmmoAtm^  and  be  will  be  a  lit 
tk  carefiil  howfiir  he  taxes.  But  when  a  tax  is  laid 
thoae  who  receive  the  benefit  and  do  not  p».y  it,  what 
lespomabiUty  have  you  anunst  unjust  extortion  and  exac- 
tion? Mr.  Madison,  in  hu  letter  to  Mr.  Cabell,  stMes  lus 
nrnrise  diat  tliis  conitmction  should  be  given  to  tbe  clause 
UDoer  conuderation.  He  reasons,  to  show  that  this  clause 
was  to  emfer  the  i^fat  on  the  9tate«  to  provide  for  the 
exccntMn  their  inqiection  laws.  ^  Thb  would  not  have 
been  the  oifageet,mice  the  right  to  pass  sdcft  laws,  without 
tbe  consent  of  Congress,  is  conceded  by  the  very  clause. 

No  State  dnll»  without  tbe  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
impost,  or  duties  on  imports  or  exporti^  except  what  may 
be  ^solutely  wccasaiy  for  execnIingKs  inspection  laws." 

Now  what  ia  abscdutely  neceasaiy  for  executing  the  in- 
spection laws,  may  be  enacted  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress "nd  clearly  does  not  go  into  the  United  States'  trea- 
s«ty,  mce  the  vtry  ezceptioa  confel*  both  the  power  and 
the  use  of  tbe  money.  Other  and  more  substantial  taxes 
were  In  contemplation,  when  it  waa  considered  proper  to 
require  the  consent  4^  Congress  to  permit  tiieir  passage, 
and  when  those  who  paid  the  taxes  are  required  to  forego 
the  benefit  of  them.  In  transferring  Ae  import  duties, 
hid,  widi  the  consent  of  Congress  the  State  Govern- 
ment^ firom  the  State  treasury  to  the  United  States'  trea- 
soiv,  tome  indirect  object  was  to  be  e^ctedj  else,  in  oon- 
ccdiiqf  tUa  power  to  the  States,  Hie'nett  proceeds  would 
not  have  been  abatracted  from  thoae  who  impased  the  duty 
I,tfa«rcfbre,condiidethereasoMasMgnedbyMr.  Mafsoi 
are  not.  conehuive. 

This  dauae  not  only  fumid^  inherent  Evidence  of  tbe 
purposes  intended  to  be  effected,  but  we  have  tbe  opinion 
oTone  of  the  aUest  dqlegates  to  Uie  convention,  that  this 
was  the  intention  I  mesa  Lather  Martin.  He  says:  "By 
thisBone  seetiMi,  eveiy  State  b  prohUiitedfyom  laying  im- 
poBt%  ordtttieaimiBqMirta  orexporti^  without  the  pennis- 
non  of  the  Geiifcial  Government.  It  vu  urged  that,  as 
ahnost  all  sources  of  taxation  were  given  to  Congress,  it 
would  be  but  reasonable  to  leave  the  States  the  power  of 
bringii^  money  into  their  treasuries  by  Uying  a  duty  on 
exports,  if  the^  should  think  proper,  whioli  might  be  so 
light  as  not  to  mjure  wdiseourage  industry,  and  yet  might 
be  productive  of  oonridcrable  revenue)  also,  that  there 
nught  be  cases  in  which  it  would  be  proper,  for  tbe  pur- 
poae  of  encouraging  manuButures,  to  lay  duties  to  prohibit 
the  exportati<»if  and  even,  in  addition  to  the  duties  hud  by 
Congren  on  imports,  fur  the  sake  of  revenue,  tobty  a  duty 
to  discharge  tbe  importation  of  particular  aitieles  in  a  State, 
to  enable  the  manufiicturer  there  to  supplv  ub  on  as  good 
terms  aa  tiiey  could  be  obtuned  from  a  faraga  market. 
However,  tbe  moat  we  could  dbtun  was  that  this  power 
ra^ht  be  exerdsed  by  tbe  Stately  with,  and  onfy  with,  tbe 
conaeitt  of  Congress,  and  aidiject  to  its  control;  and  so 
anxious  were  they  to  seize  on  every  diiUing  of  our  money 
for  the  General  Government,  that  they  inrated  that  tbe  tittle 
revenue  that  might  thus  arise  dioukl  not  be  appropriated 
to  tbe  oae  of  tbe  respective  States  where  it  was  cmlected, 
but  should  be  paid  into  tbe  treawry  of  the  United  States; 
and  acconUngly  it  is  so  determined.'' 

We  have  here  tbe  tuatory  of  this  clause,  by  Mr.  Martin, 
directly  after  the  convention,  showing  the  point  debated, 
and  the  p^rint  dedded  made  to  his  State;  not  founded  on 
the  gfimmering  recottectiim  of  years  ^Hit  contemporane- 
ously inth  the  adoption  f>f  the  constitution.  When  you 
look  at  the  words  of  this  clause,  and  the  account  given  by 
Mr.  Martin, who  can  doubt  what  it  was  intended  to  effect' 
It  ne  ver  entered  the  mind  of  tliis  grvt  statesnun  and  law- 
yer that  tbe  power  to  regulate  commerce  could  be  con- 
strued ao  as  to  protect  maniibetures.    This  idea  seems  to 

*  He  vfca  receives  the  >>umj,oaglH  to  psjrihc  tss. 


have  originated  even  with  Mr.  Madison  at  a  period  subse- 
quent to  the  Yirgiida  reariirtions;  for  we  find  Um  going 
out  of  tbt  question  tiien  before  him,  to  reprobate  Mr. 
Hamilton's  report,  made  on  tiie  5th  I>ecetnber,  1791 — the 
report  referred  to  so  <^en  in  this  debate.  'In  the  famous 
report  of  his,  which  wasmade  by  lum  in  1799,  he  says:  "To 
these  indications  might  be  added,  without  looking  further, 
the  official  report  on  manufactures  by  tb^  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress in  January,  1797,  on  the  protection  of  agriculture. 
n  the  first  of  these  it  is  expressly  contended  to  beloi^  to 
the  discretion  of  tiie  National  Legislature  to  pronounce 
upon  the  objects  wMch  concern  the  general  welfare,  and 
for  which,under  that  description,  an  apprcqiriation  mo- 
ney is  requi«te  and  proper.  And  there  seems  to  be  no 
room  for  a  doubt,  that  whatever  concerns  the  general  inte- 
rests of  learning,  of  agriculture,  of inanufiw:tures,  andof com- 
merce, IB  within  the  sphere  o(  the  national  councils  as  fn 
as  refpirds  an  application  of  mon^.  Tbe  latter  report,  "says 
Mr.  Madison,  "assumes  the  same  latitude  of  power  in  the 
national  councils,  and  appUes  it  to  tbe  encouruement  of 
agricufture,  by  means  ofa  society  to  be  established  at  the 
seat  of  Government.  Although  neither  of  these  .reports 
may  haVe  received  the  sanction  of  a  law  carryinjf  it  into 
effect,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  the  extraordinary  doctrine 
contained  in  both  has  passed  without  the  sligfitest  pomUve 
mark  of  disapprobatian,  from  the  authori^  to  which  it 
was  addressed.*' 

Con  it  be  doubted,  if  the  reports  here  animadverted  on 
liad  based  themselves  upon  tlie  right  to  regulate  commerce, 
the  same  anathema  woidd  not  have  been  pronounced?  The 
idea  had  not  then  occurred  eidier  to  Mr.  Hamilton  or  Mr. 
Madison,  to  fasten  on  the  clause  to  regulate  commerce,  to 
build  up  home  industry;  if  so,  why  this  dispute  about  the 
financial  power,  if  it  fairly  belonged  to  the  Government 
under  any  claused  Wliy  reprobate  the  mere  assertion  of 
the  abstract  power  aa  a  usurpation* 

The  Senatur  fhm  Kentucky  has  quoted  an  act  of  the 
I^gi^ture  oC  Soutii  CatoUna,  in  fiivor  of  the  ptdicjr  of  es- 
tabli^ing  mamifhctures.  This  is  in  conformi^  with  the 
very  theory  which  is  here  contended  fijr.  Let  the  States 
protect  their  own  manufactures.  South  Carohna  is  not 
opposed  to  manuAMitureHi  she  is  only  opposed  to  taxing  tlie 
people  in  one  State  to  protect  the  manuuotures  of  oncrther, 
against  their  will,  and  witliout  a  lawfiit  reason  to  do  so. 
Sir,  wc  are  not  opposed  to  muiofSwtiirea  nor  internal  im> 
provement,  when  carried  into  effect  by  State  autluaities. 
We  have  spent  liberally  our  funds  for  internal  improve- 
ment. We  have  notasked  the  Federal  Govemmenttewd 
our  trtamifactures,  nor  help  us  to  make  our  roads.  Our 
opposition  is  to  the  Consolidation  of  all  power  in  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  by  which  the  union  of  the  States  will  be 
destroyedisnd  our  free  institutions  yield  to  a  Government 
mm«  vigorous  more  enenntie.  Nothing  but  a  deqiotiam 
can  make  tbe  lembtion  of  tiie  central  Government  acqui- 
esced m,  when  it  niterferes  with  the  every.da3f  transac- 
tions of  life  ofa  people  who  Uve  in  this  vast  contuwnt.  It 
is  this  wluch  Mr.  Jefferson  connden  worse  tlian  a  dis- 
unitMi.  Andyettbe  rapid  strides  madeby  the  Federal  G<^- 
vemment  tm  consolidation  and  despotism  create  no  almn. 
Extreme  powers  are  pressed  without  the  least  concern  as 
to  results,  and  the  warning  vwces  of  Wariiington  and  Jef- 
ferson are  treated  as  die  idle  wind.  Sir,  tfie  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  will  search  in  vain  in  the  history  of  tiie 
times,  or  the  journal  of  the  convention,  for  the  power  now 
claimed.  If  this  power  bad  been  avowed  and  muntained 
as  conferred  by  uie  constitution,  this  Government  would 
not  have  been  formed.  The  agricultural  States  would 
not  have  become  parties  to  the  compact,  knowing  that 
their  right  would  be  so  affected.  This  matter  docs  not 
depend  upon  inference  or  uplication-  By  referring  to  the 
journal  of  tbe  conventionj  it  will  be  seen  this  power  was 
expready  denied*  —  . 
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*'To  Mtftblish  pubfic  inatitutioni^  rewards  Mid  iminuni- 
ties  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  commerce,  tradei, 
and  manufactures,"  were  proposed  and  rejected.  I  liare 
not  seen,  either  in  the  journal,  debates,  or  commentaries, 
by  Hamilton,  Madison,  and  Jay,  one  sin§fle  expression  fa- 
Toring  the  idea  that  tliis  power  was  cwnferred,  except  as 
a  mere  incident  to  revenue.  [Here  Mr.  M.  i-efcrred  to 
the  opinions  of  Messrs.  Jefleiwrn,  Hamilton,  Madison,  kc, 
to  shov  that  diis  power  was  not  supposed  to  be  conferred,  j 
The  wh<^  arniment  upon  the  adoption  of  the  first  tarin 
tamed  upon  the  measure  as  a  financial  one,  and  the  naked 
qu(|ftiori  of  protection,  as  a  constitutional  right,  is  no* 
where  to  be  found,aIthoug1i  it  may  often  hare  been  advert- 
ed to  as  an  incident  to  tlie  substantive  power  of  revenue. 
In  that  point  of  view,  it  is  not  now  rewsted.  The  argument 
might  be  rested  on  this  single  interrogation:  would  t)ie 
advocates  of  this  system  venture  to  lay  a  direct  tax  ihi  the 
nation,  either  as  a  commerdd  or  finaodal  arrangeinent, 
and  give  the  product  to  the  tnanuEicturen  to  enable  thciD 
to  keep  up  tncir  establ'iihmenta?  If  they  would  not  ven- 
ture  to  do  so  directly,  by  what  authority  can  they  do  so 
indirectly?  Sir,  the  people  of  South  Carolina  believe 
these  laws  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  they  believe  further 
that  they  have  the  right  to  declare  them  so.  Jn  this  they 
may  err.  But  we  nave  it  from  tlie  eloquent  apostle,  the 
great  champion  of  christian  fai^,  that  "Those  who  know 
not  the  law,  yet  do  the  things  contained  in  die  law,  their 
oonsciences  shall  be  •  bw  unto  them."  The  Senate  oug^t 
to  ksep  in  mind  this  ^t,  tlwt  such  is  the  opinion,  the 
honestand  fearless  opinion  of  the  majority  ofthe  people  of 
at  least  Oncof  the  States.  That  they  have  not  heretofore 
carried  out  their  opiniouii,  is  owing  to-tlieia unwillingness 
to  put  tliemselves  apparently  in  opposition  to  wliat  should 
be  the  constituted  authority  of  tbe  nation,  its  legislative 
enactments.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  travelled 
out  of  this  debate  to  reprimand  Soiitli  Carolina  for  her  po- 
litical &ith,  and  has  given  in  bis  experience  in  this  matter. 
I  have  understood  ttie  Senator  from  Maine  to  be  a  profess- 
ed follower  of  Mr.  Jedetson,  a  republican  in  principle, 
and  a  friend  to  tbe  States  in  practice.  However,  do  his 
sentiments  on  this  subj&ct  comport  witli  mc\\  suppo^tions? 
He  informs  us  that  he  lias  always  been  the  consistent  ad- 
Tocate  of  the  supremacy  of  Congress:  that  tlic;  states 
sometimes  have  put  on  airs,  but  Uicy  have  always  been 
wrong,  and  that  South  Carolina  iapnticululy  reprehen- 
sible for  the  opinions  put  f<vthby  her.  Ido  not  envy  the 
gentleman  the  compluisance  he  derives,  by  the  reference 
to  his  consistency  and  supposed  orthodoxy. 

The  doctrine  of  divine  right,  and  f)assive  obedience,  has 
no  charms  for  me.  If  1  thought  as  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  I  would  nojt  avow — I  would  conceal  it.  His  senti- 
ments accord,  lyjji^i  the  prerogative  party — the  Govern- 
ment part;^.  ■  I  speak  not  in  tbe  sense  in  which  the  terms 
are  used  in  this  country — ^not  io  the  odious  aisocMtion 
connected  with  our  revolutionary  history — but  aa  tiie 
terms  are  used  in  England,  when  I  say  tlie  sentiments  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine  would  locate  liim  with  tlie  tonr 
party.  In  every  free  country,  having  the  claim  to  consti- 
tutional liberty,  mankind  will  divide  into  those  who  take 
udes  with  the  power,  and  those  who  take  sides  with  the 
people.  The  old  English  whig  is  not  the  leas  a  friend  of 
turn  country,  and  the  enemy  of  anarchy  and  revolution,  be- 
cause he  resists  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  nuuntains 
the  constiUitional  rights  of  the  people.  Tbe  princiides  (tf 
South  Carolina  are  the  whig  principles—the  principles 
which  dethroned  the  Stuarts,  and  achieved  our  revolution. 
They  are  the  principles  which  brought  Mr.  Jeffferson  mto 
power,  and  upon  wnich  the  maintenance  of  otw  constitu- 
tional liberty  rests.  Our  creed  may  be  summed  up  in 
thia— -the  declaration  of  our  tight  to  r^st  'encroachment 
and  usurpation,  and  the  determination  to  use  the  reserved 
rigtits  of  the  people  against  the  a«umed  j>ower  of  the 
OoremmMt.   Tbe  «tow»1  of  these  opiniont  calls  forth 
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the  uumsdventon  and  reprrfieniion  of  the  Senators  fron 
Kentucky  and  Maine.  Let  me  tell  the  Senators  Uiat  there 
is  nothing  in  the  qualities  of  tliese  sentiments,  neither  in 
tiie  sources  whence  they  ^nang,  the  effects  they  have 
produced,  nor  their  moral  influence  upon  civil  society, 
wbicli  is  caJ ciliated  to  bring.a  blusli .  upon  the  cheek  of 
those  who  avow  them-  -  We  believe  the  people  did  not 
invest  this  Government  with  absolute  and  nip  re  me  power; 
that  some  rights  were  reserved  to  the  pei^ilc  of  tbe  States 
as  States;  sod  that  the  people  of  tbe  States  must,  from  ne- 
cesnhr,  he  tbe  guardian  of  their  t^ts.  It  b  idle  to  tell 
me  1  baveri^ts  which  I  have  no  means  to  enfoKe.  It  is 
a  mere  ilkuion  to  tell  me  that  the  States  have  right*,  aa 
opposed  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  th)4  those  rights 
are  to  be  protected  by  tbe  Fedi-nu  Government) .  U  is  com- 
mitting^ the  lamb  to  tlie  wolf  There  is  no  difl^renc^  be- 
tween a  njfht  which  does  not  exist,  and  a  ri^t  wluch  can- 
not be  uinsoed.  i  pbce  bo  value  on  animperiect  ri^: 
a  private  title  to'lands,  where  the  statute  of  frauds  w  io 
force,  is  no  title  at  dl.  It  is  a  solemn  mockery  to  tell  tbe 
States  that  they  have  certain  rights  reserved,  but  they  can 
be  ascertained  only  by  sublractmg  them  frtnn  those  which 
the  Federal  Government  may  choose,  without  control  or 
restraint,  to  exerdse.  I  can  illustrate  my  opiiuons  on 
this  subject  with  no  more  force  than  by  relating  a  familiar 
and  friendly  conversation  with  one  of  my  constituents  on 
the  disputed  powers  of  the  two  Governments.  He  t<^ 
me  he  was  opposed  to  tiic  doctrine  of  nuHificatHM),  \nt 
asked  my  opinum  upon  the  matter)  whereupon,  I  got  out 
of  my  sulky,  and  marked  on  the  ground  a  square,  and 
said  to  him,  "  Now,  these  lines  contain  tbe  whole  of  your 
lahd;  you  sell  half  to  me,  with  the  usual  covenantst  I  take 
possession,  and  very  soon  b«^n  to  trespass  beyond  what 
you  sold  mei  you  protest  against  this,  and  ask  by  what 
authority  1  pass  the  line;  to  which  I  reply,  it  is  true  tbe 
boundary  expressed  in  the  premises  of  your  deed  has  been 
passed  by  me,  but  there  is  a  clause— IbeAotendhm,  which 
says  I  am  to  Iwve  and  to  hold  the  land,  together  with  all 
ri^its,  appurtenances.  Sic.  thereunto  incident,  or  any- 
wise appertaining.  Now,  one  of  these  incidental  rigliu 
is  jusV  to  take  as  much  of  your  reserved  land  as  suits  my 
boovenience,.pr  my  int^iest.  To  this  you  reply,  this  is  not 
h,  fair  constitution  of  the  deed.  Very  wdl,  we  will  go  to 
lawt  but  who  is  to  decide?  When  I  gravely  tcU^ou,  my 
servant,  my  fiuthful,  intelligent  servant  is  to  decide  t  be, 
and  he  only,  shaQ  decide  this  matter — would  not  your 
indignatioii  rise  at  the  avowal  of  such  unpanlleled  injus- 
tice and  effrontery  f" 

With  this  illustration  I  left  my  friend  to  liis  reSections, 
and  the  next  time  I  saw  him  ha  informed  me  he  was  now  fur 
nullification;  he  saw,  very  clearly,  that  tlie  States  had  no 
rights,  unless  they  had  some  way  of  pro(e«tin|;  them- 

Wfwld  any  man  in  his  senses  make  a  bs^m  andi  as  » 
here  described,  and  confer  oft  the  penon  urtcreatcd  tbe 
right  to  appunt,  pay,  aiMXdtitlkiaa  tbe  prason  who  b  to 
delude  on  itf  This  is  the  pretentton  set  up  by  the  Gene- 
ral Govenuneht,  to  construe  ita  own  charter,  and  take 
what  it  pleases,  and,  in  case  of  remstance,  to  relcr  the 
matter  to  it»  creatures,  Iiid>le  to  be  operated  on  by  in- 
creased salaries,  or  the  judgmentfinfluenced  by  Ulditionsl 
selected  incumbents.  Instead  of  creatine  a  batch  of  new 
peers,  you  can  create  a  batch  vf  qianubcturing  judges. 
If  we  become  a  party  to  a  compact  cpntaining  tach  pro- 
vinonsj  we  are  bound  to  submit;  but  it  must  be  very  dear 
I&nguage  Irbich  'would  satisfy  a  rational  mind  that  any 
inteu^nt  pei^e  would  so  compromise  their  rights. 
Again^  such  a  conclusion  we  have  the  great  names  oi 
Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Hamuton,  Parsons, 
Roane,  and  McKean,  backed  by  the  great  body  of  the 
democratic  party. 

Sir,  I  have  sud  we  bare  these,  great  name%  besdes 
common  sense,  the  fair  constroction  of  die  Bn^GA  lan- 
guage, and  our  ADgli>-Snmi  noiioiia  oflibei^.  to  sustun 
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ut.    General  Wuhb^ton,  in  hb  ftxeirell  «ddr«»,  nakci 

the  ffdiowing  obsembon: 

"It  is  iniportant,  likewise,  that  the  habits  of  thinkinff, 
in  a  free  country,  sbould  inspire  caution  in  those  entruatM 
with  its  tdnihusttatian,  to  confine  themseWes  within  their 
reqf>ectiTe  constitntfand  qiberes,  avtHdinp,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  of  «ie  departinent»  to  encroach  upon 
another.  The  spirit  of  eneroaehment  tends  to  cOnsoG- 
date  the  powers  of  all  the  departments  in  one,  and  thus  to 
create,  whatever  the  form  of  Kovernment,  a  real  despot- 
ism. A  just  estimate  of  that  love  of  power,  and  prone* 
nen  to  abuse  it,  which  predominates  in  the  hunun  heart, 
is  Miffioent  to  satisfy  us  of  the  truth  of  this  position.  The 
neoesHty  of  reciprocal  cheeks  in  the  exetcttc  of  pditical 
power,  by  dividincr  and  ^stribattng  It  into  dtfimnt  de- 
pomUxia,  and  conatitotinff  eadi  the  guardian  of  the 
public  weal  agdnat  invatroo  by  the  othei^  Im  been 
evinced  by  experiments,  ancient  and  modem;  some  of 
<heaB  in  our  own  country,  and  under  our  eyes.  To  pre- 
serve them  must  be  as  necessary  as  to  institute  them.  If, 
in  Um  amnion  of  the  people,  ttie  distribution  or  modifica- 
tion of  the  constitutional  powers  be,  in  any  particular, 
wroiw,  let  it  be  cmrected  by  an  amendment  in  the  way 
which  the  conrtitution  dengiiates.  But  let  there  be  no 
change  by  usurpation:  for  tfKMisfathia,  in  one  instance, 
may  be  the  instrument  of  good,  it  is  the  customary  wea- 
pon by  which  free  t^o^emaenU  are  destroyed.  The 
precedent  OHut  aln-ays  greatly  nverbabnce,  in  permanent 
evil,  an^  partial  or  transient  benefit  which.the  use  can, 
at  any  tmie,  yield." 

What  b  the  meaning  of  the  necesuty  of  reciprocal 
checks  in  the  exerciaeof  politick  power,  by  dividing  and 
distributii^  into  different  depositories,  and  constituting 
«acfa  the  guatdian  of  the  public  weal  agunst  the  invaaon 
of  tbe  other,  onlesa  it  neans  that  ibe  States  who  have  po- 
litical rights,  as  opposed  to  federal  rights,  must  be  the 
guardian  of  them^  The  bther  of  his  country  has  caution- 
ed against  const^idating  aU  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  its  tendency  to  despotism.  He 
hu  not  miy  panted  out  the  danger,  but  suggested  tbe 
cemedy— 4he  eonititaling  cadi  power  the  guu&an  of  the 
pubUe  weal  against  invamm  by  the  other. 

us  now  hear  Colonel  Hamilton — not  in  the  conven- 
tion, insisting  whut  the  constitution  should  be,  nor  in  the 
Treasury  DepsrtmeiTt,  carrying  out  his  high-toned  princi- 
ples, but  in  his  address  to  the  people  of  the  States,  per- 
auading  them  to  adopt  the  constitution,  and  giving  a  com- 
mcnta^  which  has  always  been  considered  almost  as 
binding  as  the  text.  He  maint^ns^  in  various  numbers, 
the  powen  and  rights  of  the  Sfatea,  as  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  his  wntiwi  in  the  Federalist. 

*^  If  a  number  of  political  societies  enter  into  a  larger 
political  sodety,  the  laws  which  the  latter  may  enact,  pur- 
suant to  the  powers  entrusted  to  it  by  its  constitution, 
must  necessarily  be  supreme  over  those  societies,  and  the 
individuals  of  whom  they  are  composel.  But  it  will  not 
follow  bun  thb  4octnne  that  acts  of  the  lai^r  society, 
whidi  are  not  pursuant  to  its  constitutional  power,  but 
wluch  are  invasions  of  tbe  residuaiy  authorities  of  the 
smaller  societie^  will  become  Uie  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  These  wiM  be  merdy  acts  of  usurpation,  and  will 
deserve  to  be  treated  as  sach."  Such  a  law,  he  says 
again,  "  would  not  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  but 
a  usurpation  of  power  not  granted  by  the  constitution." 

"  It  may  safely  be  received  as  an  axiom  in  our  poKtical 
syatem*  that  the  SUte  Gonmment  will,,  in  idl  pvirible 
contingencies,  afibrd  complete  security  agumt  invasions 
of  the  public  liberty  by  the  national  authority.  Pr<^ecta 
of  usurpation  cannot  be  masked  und«r  pretence  so  likely 
to  escape  the  penetration  of  select  bodies  of  men  as  of  the 
people  at  large." 

"  Power  being  almost  always  the  rival  of  power,  the 
i;eneTal  Government  will,  at  all  time%  stand  ready  to 
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checkthe  usurpations  of  the  State  Government  j  and  these 
will  bare  the  same  din>08itiDn  towards  the  General  Go- 
venunent.  The  people,  by  throwing  themselves  into 
either  scale,  will  make  it  preponderate.  If  their  rights 
are  invaded  by  other,  they  can  make  use  of  the  other  as 
the  instrument  of  redress.  How  wise  will  it  be  in  them, 
by  cherishing  the  Union,  to  preserve  for  themselves  an 
advantage  wnich  can  never  be  too  h^ly  priied.** 

In  the  compound  republic  of  America,  the  power  sur* 
rendered  by  me  people  is  first  divided  between  two  dis- 
tinct Government,  and  then  the  power  allotted  to  each 
subdivided  'among  distinct  and  separate  departments. 
Hence  a  double  security  arises  to  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. I'he  different  Goveraments  will  control  fich  other* 
at  the  same  time,  that  each  mil  be  contrdled  by  the  peo- 
ple." 

"  It  is  well  known  that,  in  the  Roman  republic,  the  le- 
gislative authority,  in  the  last  resort,  rerided  for  ages  in 
two  differcirt  political  bodies — not  as  branches  of  the  same 
legislature,  but  as  distinct  and  independent  legislature^ 
in  each  of  which  an  oppo«te  interest  prevailed — in  one 
tlte  Fatrician,  in  tbe  other  the  Flebian.  Manyatguments 
might  have  been  adduced  to  prove  the  unfitaiefli  of  two 
soon  seemingly  cmtnutictory  authorittei^  each  havbg 
power  to  annul  or  repeal  the  acts  of  the  otJier.  But  a 
man  would  have  been  regarded  as  frantic  who  Aould  have 
attempted,  at  Rome,  to  disprove  their  existence.  And. 
yet  these  two'  le^slatorea  existed  for  ages,  and  the  Ro- 
aum  republic  attained  to  the  pinnade  of  human  greatness.'* 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  tbe  Kentucky  resohiticMis,  maintains 
the  doctrine  we  contend  for,  in  terms  not  to  be  mistaken: 
he  who  nins  may  read  it  The  fiilloiring,  sentiments  from 
the  pen  of  that  great  man  cover  the  whole  pound: 

*'  The  several  States  composing  the  United  States  vf 
America  are  not  united  on  the  pnnciplc  of  unlimited  sub- 
mi  Haion  to  the  General  Government^  but  that  by  compact, 
under  the  s^e  and  tide  of  a  constitution  fbr  the  United 
States,  and  of  amendments  thereto,  they  constituted  a  Gc< 
neral  Government  for  special  purposest  delegated  to  that 
Govenunent  certain  definite  powers,  reserving,  cadi  State 
to  itseL^  the  renluary  mass  of  right  to  timr  own  idf- 
govenunentt  and  tha^  whensoever  the  General  Govern- 
ment assumes  undelegated  powers,  its  acts  are  unauth(»i- 
tative,  void,  and  of  no  Yorce;  that  to  this  compact  each 
State  acceded,  as  a  State,  and  as  an  integral  party,  iU 
co-States  forming  to  itadf  the  olh«  party;  that  the  Go- 
vernment, created  by  this  compact,  was  not  tnade  the  ex- 
clurive  or  final  jud|^  aS  the  extent  of  the  powers  dele- 
gated to  itselF-eince  that  would  have  nude  its  diacretioa, 
and  not  the  constitution,  the  measure  tit  itt  power;  but 
that,  as  in  all  cases  of  compacts  among  parties  having  no 
common  judge,  each  parft'  has  an  equal  rigiit  to  judge 
for  itself  asweU  ofiafnctKmsaaof  the  modeMdmeaiDre 
of  redress." 

In  tbe  Virginia  resolutioBS,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Bbdi- 
son,  we  find  the  fbUowing  position  maiirtained: 

"  It  Mipean  to  your  comnfittee  to  be  a  irfan  princqile, 
founded  in  common  sense,  illustrated  by  common  uac- 
tice,  and  essential  to  the  nature  of  compacts,  tba^  where 
resort  can  be  had  to  no  tribunal  superior  to  the  authtMity 
of  the  parties,  the  parties  themtdves  must  be  the  rightfiil 
judges  in  the  last  resort,  whether  the  bargwi  haa  bees 
pursued  or  violated. 

"  The  coniAitution  of  the  United  States  was  formed  by 
the  sanction  of  tbe  States,  g^ven  by  each  in  ito  sovereign 
capadty.  It  addi  to  the  atabili^  and  dignity,  as  well  as 
to  the  authority  <tf  the  constitution,  that  it  reita  on  Uus  le- 
gitimate and  solid  foundiMioi.  The  States^  then,  being  the 
parties  of  the  constitutional  CM^Mct,  and  in  dieir  sove- 
reign capacity, '  it  foIlows,crf'necesBity,  that  there  can  be  no 
tribunal  above  their  authority,  to  deode,  in  the  last  ream^ 
whether  the  compact  is  made  by  them  or  ridatied,  and  cm- 
sequently  that,  M  putica  to  it,  thgr  must  Hwer Irf  ■  de- 
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cide,  in  the  hat  reaortf  sacb  questions  as  tna^  be  of  aufR- 
oent  msgratude  to  require  their  interposition.** 

T  refer  to  this  report  for  its  own  intrinsic  and  unanswer- 
able  reastminF;  not  because  it  is  the  opinion  of  Hadison, 
but  because  the  principles  contained  in  that  report  were 
adopted  and  recognised  by  the  democratic  republican 
party.  This  great  civilianwas  at  that  time  intbe  prime  of 
life,  surrounded  by  patriots,  and  sustained  by  ^ure  princi- 
ples. That  lus  opinions,  before  or  after  this  time,  should 
vary  from  thisreport,  matters  nothing.  The  question  is, 
when  was  be  r^t?  In  the  convention,  when  he  avuwed 
the  States  **  were  only  corpomtiona,  having  tl«  power  to 
make  laws,  and  those  etTectual  only,  if  they  are  notcontrar 
dictory  to  the  general  confederation — when  he  avowed 
the  States  ougirt  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
General  Government,  at  least  as  much  so  as  they  were  un- 
der the  Kinji  and  British  Parliament?  In  hit  letter  to  tlie 
North  American  Review,  when  he  maintained  the  supre- 
macy of  the  federal  judiciary'  or,  m  1799,  when  he  wrote 
his  masterly  commentary  on  the  prindples  of  our  Govern- 
ment— to  be  found  in  the  State  paper  from  which  the 
above  is  an  extract? 

Sir,  we  rest  upon  the  ^reat  names  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red. Are  these  authorities  to  be  contemned  ?  and  is  South 
Carolina  put  under  the  ban,  whilst  she  follows  truth  and 
coirect  principle^  illuitrat^  and  enforced  by  the  illustri- 
ous patnou  of  1776— 1798> 

Let  us  advert  to  the  cnutitution  itself,  and  see  how  far 
its  pbnn  import  will  sustain  the  docti-ine  tliat  the  rights 
of  the  States  are  alone  to  be  determined  by  the  federal 
judiciaty, 

"  llie  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and 
equity,  ariung  under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the 
Ututed  States,  and  the  treatiea  made,  or  which  shall  he 
made,  under  their  authtnity,*'  &c. 

"In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  mi- 
ni^rs,  and  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a 
party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction, 
both  as  to  law  and  fact,  yt'ah  such  exceptions  and  under 
Mich  regulations  as  the  Congress  shall  make." 

There  is  no  mention  made  of  appeals  from  State  courts 
here.  Under  the  terms  "such  regulations  as  Congress 
shall  make,"  are  the  States  chained  down. 

In  partitioning  out  the  federal  powers  between  the  ex- 
ecutive, legislative,  and  judicial  departments,  no  one 
should  suppose  that  the  States  can  be  con«dered  as  ad- 
verted to.  The  Presidentis  tohavecertun  powers.  Con. 
greas  to  have  certun  powers,  and  the  judges  to  exercise 
certain  powers — all  obviously  federal  in  uieir  nature.  The 
Preudent  is  not  to  see  a  State  law  executed;  Congress  is  not 
to  legislate  4br  the  States^  and  why  is  it,that,  undt^  general 
pbrsses,  used  with  reference  to  the  partition  of  the  lederul 
powers,  it  is  assumed  that  the  Supreme  Court  is  to  revise 
and  execute  judgments  of  the  State  courts?  If  the  State 
courtshad  been  witiiinthe  sct^e  of  the  meaning  of  inferior 
courts,  subject  to  the  appellate  power  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  whv  declare  that  they  should  be  bound  by  the  con- 
stitution, Uws,  statutes,  in  a  distinct  and  separate  clause? 

We  are  told  by  the  Chief  Justice,  in  his  life  of  Wasliiog- 
ton,  that  the  federal  constitution  was  committed,  after  its 
adoption,  totiie  federal  party;  and,  it  seems,  wtut  it  lack- 
ed of  energy,  they  determined  to  acquire  by  legislation. 

The  ju^ciary  act  sprang  into  existence,  embodying 
principws  which  were  repudiated  in  the  convention,  and 
which,  to  a  certun  extent,  have  never  been  acquiesced  in, 
notwithstanding  the  ingenious  devices  resorted  to,  by  con- 
struction, to  subvert  the  authority  of  the  States. 

Without  denying  the  authority  of  the  judiciary  act, 
there  is  still  a  redeemh^  spirit  in  the  constitution,  which 
xisei  ^ove  aU  artifice,  and  bids  defiance  to  eve^  scheme 
of  federal  subjugation.  So  long  as  the  trial  by  jury  shall 
be  preier?ed,  it  is  impossible  to  enslave  the  people  of  this 
commonwealth]  and  wheo  it  is  recollected  that  your  laws 


cannot  be  enforced  without  the  ud  of  juriei^  whose  inte- 
rests and  prejudices  will  he  interposed  to  aavc  th^  coun- 
trymen, federal  Ie|nalation  and  federal  judges  are  iinpo- 
tent'and  powerless,  for  purposes  of  Qrranny  and  oppresaion. 

It  is  true,  upon  a  late  occasion,  in  open  de6ance  of  the 
principles  of  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  the  right  of  the 
trial  by  jury  has  been  violated,  and  the  iiberfy  Of  her  citi- 
zens invaded  by  a  course  of  reasoning  as  arbitrary  and  de^ 
poticas  ever  signalized  the  judgroeidxtf"  the  courts  doriiqr 
the  ragn  (MT  the  Stuarts.  Such  infraetioos  upon  the  coi- 
stitution  cannot  be  successfully  repeatedfand  if Ihqr  should 
be,  the  State  authorities  have  complete  power  to  counter- 
act them;  and  we  have  no  right  to  presume  such  authority 
will  not  be  called  forth  in  vindication  of  tlus  palladium  oC 
civil  liberty.  Tliere  is  no  usurpation  against  which  I  would 
brin^  the  reaen'ed  riglits  of  a  State  into  action  in  its  mort 
effiraent  form,  sooner  than  in  muntnningihe  trid  by  jurjr. 

There  is  scarcely  any  hw  in  which  I  would  not  acqui- 
esce, when  enforced  by  neigltbors  and  friends — by  those 
having  similar  ri^ts  and  umllar  feelings.    This  is  our  last 

t)eaceable  refuge — ^the  sancbiary  which  is  not  to  be  vio* 
ated  without  State  authoiifj  interpoaing  to  punish  the 
sacrilege. 

The  Senator  fn»n  Hwne  has  referred  to  Olmstead'scase 
in  Pennsylvania,  to  prove  the  folly  of  a  State  attempting 
to  renst  the  ftdnal  authority  t  and  has  humoroushr  spoken 
of  Gen.  Bright.  This  is  an  authorl^  on  our  mae,  rather 
than  otherwise;  it  shows  what  were  the  opinions  of  those 
truly  democ^tic  statesmen  and  patriots,  Snyder,  McKean, 
and  Tilghman.  Can  any  doubt,  but  the  commonwealth  of* 
Pennsylvania  would  have  prevailed  in  that  controversy, 
but  for  tiie  decision  of  her  own  chief  justice  agunst,  her) 
And  although  be  decided  the  pmnt  tiien  in  issue  agunst 
the  State,  he  stiU  maintained  the  right  of  the  State  judgea 
to  motect  her  citizena  agwnst  usurped  authority  by  the 
Federal  Gommment.  Ohnstead's  case  no  more  proves 
the  want  of  power  in  the  State  authorities  to  protect  her 
citizens'  rights,  tlian  the  case  of  Tassels  and  Cohen  proves 
thi  want  of authority  of  the  Uiuted  States*  court  to  protect 
their  citizens  aswnst  State  usurpation. 

In  the  case  oTOlmstead,  Cluef  Justice  Tilghman  main* 
tained  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  coitrt»  but  tefuaed  to 
act  in  that  spedfic  instance.  In  the  case  ofTasaeb  and 
Cohen,  the  Sapreme  Court  did  precisely  the  same;  they 
considered  prudence  the  better  part  of  valor-  The  Fede- 
ral Government  ought  to  be  cautious  how  it  tries  its 
strength.  The  Popes,  in  the  proudest  d^iys  of  their  power, 
chose  to  govern  rather  by  fear  tlian  force.  Let  the  Se- 
nate remember,  Bonaparte  loat  his  throne  by  his  march  to 
Moscow.  The  Federal  Government  reliea  more  on  ib 
moral  than  physical  force  to  sustain  itself.  The  people 
owe  allegiance  to  two  separate  Govemmmts,  and  may,  on 
a  conflict  of  authority,  elect  which  they  will  obey.  A 
jud?e  has  no  power,  without  tiie /wsse  eomUatua.  Fede- 
ral laws  cannot  be  enforced,  but  by  the  people  of  the 
States.  The  laws  of  Congpress,  and  the  laws  oi  the  State, 
operate  upon  Uie  same  territory,  and  depend  on  one  peo- 
ple for  their  execution;  where  they  conflict,  they  may  be 
conwlered  as  two  overseers  on  the  same  plantation,  giving 
contnuy  orders;  the  davea  may  elect  which  to  ohtyt  and 
if  confuskm  arises,  the  master  muat  come  fwward  and  ad- 
just the  difficulty,  control  the  overseers,  lay  down  the  rule 
and  enforce  it.  So  must  the  whole  pet^le  of  the  Ututed 
States,  who  are  the  only  master,  in  case  confuuon  arises 
between  the  State  and  federal  jurisdiction,  come  forward. 
It  was  thus  they  did  in  the  oase  of  Chi^ohn  i^atnst  the 
State  of  Georpa,  when  Geragia  refused  to  submit  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  It  is  unwise  and  impolitic  6»  thia  Go- 
vernment to  put  the  skill  of  the  State  Governments  to  the 
test,  in  eluding  and  baffling  its  Uws.  If  a  State  Legisla- 
ture were  to  make  the  collection  of  duties  beyond  a  cei^ 
tain  extent  penal,  say  petit  larceny,  how  would  you  save 
your  officer  from  the  consequences  incident  to  such  legis- 
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btion^  Tbe  State  judns  would  try,  the  juries  convict, 
andtheihenff  inflict  forthwith  the  punianment;  and  of 
what  avail  would  your  writ  «f  error  or  appellate  jurwdic- 
tion  be,  mppoiin^  it  to  e^dst,  which  is  not  conceded^  If 
JOG  pnwt  IB  thn  reckless  disreeu-d  of  public  opinion, 
jourauthoriQ'  in  certain  sections  <h  the  Union  wiU  be  con- 
tenuied,  scoutedt  scoffed  at,  and  become  a  reproach  and 
a  by-word.  Listen  to  what  that  able  and  enlientened  ju- 
rist. Chief  Justiee  Parsons,  laid  down  upon  this  subject. 

"An  act  of  usurpation  is  not  oblintorj— is  not  law; 
anjr  man  msty  be  jiotifled  in  his  reustance  to  it:  let  him 
tie  coandered  as  a  criminal  by  the  General  Government, 
yet  his  own  feUow-^tiaens  alone  can  convict  him — they 
are  his  Jmyt  and  if  they  pronounce  him  innocent,  not  all 
tke  powos  of  Congress  can  hurt  him — and  innocent  thev 
certainly  will  pronounce  him,  if  the  suppoied  law  whicii 
be  reaMed  was  an  act  of  usurpation." 

Sir,  one-half  trf"  the  States  (d*  tUs  Uiuen  have  avowed, 
and  acted  on  the  principle,  that  ttie  States  have  rights, 
and  the  means  of  enforcing' them.  Maasaehusetts,  Maine, 
New  York,  Penn^lvania,  Maryland,  Connecticut,  Ohio, 
Vir^nia,  South  CaroUoa,  Georpa,  Alabama,  and  Kentuc- 
ky. And  the  Senator  from  Mune  it  entirehr  mistaken 
ia  supposing  they  have  always  been  vanquished  in  the 
controversy.  Sometimes  the  Federal  Government  has 
prenuled,  sranetiiAes  the  States^  but  generally  good  sense 
and  mutual  fi>rbe«iiee  haTcadjuited  the  controversy. 

C<maideriii|f  the  situation  or  Maine  at  tbis  time,  the 
opinions  ezpremed  as  well  as  by  that  State  as  by  Massa- 
chuaetti  on  the  subject  of  the  NMtheastem  boundary,  I 
think  the  Senator  from  Maine-  maintains  his  consistency 
rather  at  the  expense  of  public  opinion,  and  the  local  in- 
terest of  bia  constituents;  and  there  is  but  one  ground  upon 
which  I  can  justify  his  course.  If,  by  loyalty  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  be  can  jget  it  to  interpose  to  protect  the 
rights  or  Maine,  it  will  be  better  than  to  let  Maine,  single 
hsnded,  stnijf^le  fbr  tbem. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  tiiinks,  because  he  stood  up 
for  the  Feder&l  Government,  against  State  authority,  du- 
rii^  the  late  war,  that  be  hu  a  right  now  to  take  tp  him- 
self the  same  credit  for  standing  forth  its  champion  in  pro- 
found peace.  He  tella  ua  the  times  have  changed,  and 
wc  have  changed  with  them.  I  contend  Uiat  it  was  per- 
ftttly  rigbt  in  the  gentleman  to  sustain  the  Government 
of  the  Union  during  the  wart  and  equally  right  now  to 
suMain  the  Gorenuncnt  ef  the  Stiitea. 

Underdifferent  ctrcumstances  difTererit  rules  of  conduct 
are  perfect^  defennble,  and  the  gentleman  might  maintain 
biscoQiislcncy  of  action  at  the  expense  of  becoming  ridicu- 
lous. When  he  is  in  deep  water,  we  should  expect  him  to 
use  the  smnmiDg  motion;  when  on  land,  we  should  expect 
him  tostand  up  and  walk.  I  have  seen  itstated  d*  a  gen- 
tleman who  fell  overboard  in  a  river,  that  he  was  so  alarm- 
ed at  tlie  thoughts  of  Owning,  he  continued,  after  he 
was  safe  on  shore,  to  swim.  Pnrinr  the  war,  we  were 
ttru^ng  in  deep  water,  and  it  was  all  right  for  the  honor- 
able Senator  to  swim  then;  but  now  he  ia  upon  the  terra 
firmot  let  him  escape  from  the  river;  let  htm  stand  erect 
upon  Maine  and  State  rights.  But  it  is  said,  if  the  Gene- 
ral GovernmeBt  has  not  die  power  against  all  opposition 
to  support  itself,  our  Union  is  a  rope  of  sand.  Thisb  a 
mere  fidhe^;  the  Oovenunent  rMt%  at  hut,  upon  the 
States,  and  is  founded  on  the  suppontion  that  the  people 
will,  for  tlieir  own  interest,  sustun  it.  Cannot  the  States, 
by  refuung  to  act,  ^tsolve  the  Government?  Hay  they 
not  refuse  to  elect  Senators,  electors,  and  members  to  the 
otlier  House?  Doesthis make  Uie  Govemmenta  rope  of 
■and'  The  question  is,  will  the  people  do  what  is  oppos- 
ed to  th«r  own  iQtereat?  Have  they  not  intelligence  and 
forecast  enough  to  govern  tiwraselvesf  Tlus  is  presumed 
by  the  theory  of  our  Government  Is  diere  any  danger 
thtt  the  weaker  power  will  resist  the  stror^er  one,  unless 
it  is  dearly  right?  But  it  b  said  that  both  parties  have  a 


right  to  put  their  construction  on  the  extent  of  their 
powers;'  that  the  Federal  Government  will  always  CMtatrue 
for  itself,  and  enforce  by  its  authority  its  own  eonstmction. 
Of  course,  Ihia  must  necessarily  belong  to  die  Federal 
Government.  The  question,  then,  would  resolve  itself 
into  this — would  a  small  man  permit  a  larger  one  ({^^ietly 
to  take  a  position  on  bis  toef,  and  refuse  to  push  him  off, 
merely  because  the  larger  one  might  resent  and  punish 
him  fur  doing  what  he  had  the  most  unquestionable  right 
to  do?  And  here  let  me  remark  on  the  specific  diner- 
ence  between  South  Carolina  and  Geoigia  nulhficatioD. 
In  the  ease  jiMtxeforred  to,  the  Georgian  would  Icnoek 
down  the  trespasser  without  notice,  and  the  Soutli  Caro- 
linian would  say,  my  friend,  stand  off  my  toes,  or  I  will 
push  you  off;  none  but  the  coward  will  submit  to  the  in- 
vasion of  his  pmonal  rights.  No  one  ou^t  to  act  on 
the  supposition  of  danger  resultii^  from  what  he  has  a 
right  to  do.  ^ 

There  can  he  no  doubt  but,  in  conceding  to  Congtvas 
the  power  to  levy  taxes,  the  objects  upon  which  the 
taxes  are  to  operate  must  be  selected  bjr  that  body.  In 
selecting,  however,  the  articles  for  taxation,  the  constitu- 
tion again  takes  care  that  injustice  shall  not  be  done.  The 
taxes  must  be  uniform;  any  design  to  violate  this  rule 
would  be  unconatitutiofud.'  In  hsX,  the  constitution  was 
intended  to  secure  lift,  liberty,  and  property ;  and  no  legis- 
lative device  can  be  resorted  to,  to  pierce  the  panoply 
which  that  instrument  throws  over  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  It  is  an  entire  protection, 
even  the  heel  cannot  be  wounded;  and  when  it  shall  cease 
to  subserve  his  purpose,  our  Government  henceforth  will 
degenerate  into  a  despotism — an  irresponsible  despotism. 

Upon  the  expediency  and  policy  or  this  system  tlie  free 
trade  rejwrts,  memorials,  and  arguments  of  those  who 
have  preceded  me,  will  save  me  tiie  trouble  of  going 
much  m  detul  at  this  time.  It  has  been  said  that  the  home 
market  has  been  improved  for  agricultural  products, 
tiirough  the  agency  of  this  i^stem.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  free  trade  policy  would  greatly  increase  the  demand 
for  most  of  the  a^cuhural  products.  And  to  sustain 
this  poffltion,  I  q"ote  the  following  judicious  observations: 

*<  jf%«  Fne  Trade  ^^ston.— Some  idea  of  its  advantages 
over  the  restrictive,  may  be  seen  by  comparing  the  amount 
imported,  when  the  duties  weife  one  hundred  cents  per 
gallon  on  Madrirn  vine,  witii  the  aune  when  the  ffiity 
was  rednced  to  fifty  cents. 
By  the  first,  the  cuatema  received,  aa  per  Mr. 

Ingham's  report  -         -         -  #97,000 

By  the  seoond,  as  per  Mr.  McLane's  report  95,000 

Difference  #2,000 

Af^er  deducting  chaige  of  colleoting,         -  >1,900 

"For  this  nineteen  hundred  dollars  less  attfie  cuatom- 
hodse,  the  country  derive  a  benefit  of  about  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  there  being  imported 
nearly  double  the  quantiw  of  wine;  the  exports,  whether 
in  the  shape  of  codfish,  flour,  orrice,  would  bethatmuch 
greater  to  pay  for  it,  bevdes  the  advantages  the  naviga- 
tion secured  by  canying  so  much  moret  uid  people  in 
modetste  circumstances  Can  afibrd  todrinkaglass  of  good 
wine  instead  of  deleterious  tradi." 

The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  has  gone  into  a  cal- 
culation to  show  that,  upon  the  suppontion  that  the 
duty  increases  the  price  of  the  article,  die  cottotj-piant- 
ing  States  derive  an  enormous  increase  of  their  pro- 
fits by  the  tax  of  three  cents  per  pound  on  cotton;  and* 
by  ertablishing  this  acknowledged  absurdity,  supposes  he 
will  escape  frmn  the  argument,  so  for  as  re|;arda  the  ^ty 
on  cotton  goods.  The  ftir  way  to  test  th»  matter  b  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  both.  I  pledge  myself,  if  the  8«>»tor 
win  vote  to  repeal  the  ihity  on  manafoctored  cotton  goodif 
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I  wfll  vote  to  repeal  the  dutiea  on  raw  cotton.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  ttie  tax  operates  as  an  increase  of  the  price 
of  tiie  domeatic  article,  to  the  whole  unount  of  the  tax  in 
every  instance.  But  we  are  told  the  duties  reduce  the  prices 
of  the  article,  and  that,  inpro^aB  of  time,  we  shall  be  sup- 
plied with  the  domestic  fabric  at  prices  below  the  foreign 
article.  TliisdoeB  not  seem  likely  to  be  the  result,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  Allowing  letter,  written  by  an  intelligent 
merchant  of  C(dui»bta,  South  Carolina,  from  New  York: 


New  Yubx.  1831. 

DiAB  Sin:  I  have  forwarded  you  some  New  York  jia- 
pers,  and  now  discharfc  what  1  feel  to  be  a  duty,  in  stating 
to  you  the  state  of  lius  market;  this  I  could  do  with  some 
accuracy,  by  nying  at  once  that  there  is  an  advance  of 
twen^  per  cent,  in  idl  deseriptiona  of  st^ile  goods,  Nch 
uare  incKqiensable  to  plantera.  1  will,  however,  gomcM 
into  details.  Since  September,  1830, 
Mails  have  advanced  1  ct.  per  lb.  30  per  ct 
Bar  lead      "  U     **  25  " 

Bale  roping  "  3       "  40  " 

Anvils  and  vicea         2  to  3 "  26  " 

White  lead  (35  kegs}  31  eta.  per  keg  13i  «• 
Ifordware  has  advanced  in  price  from  ten  to  twenty  per 
cent  All  deacriptions  of  domestic  goods,  such  as  brown 
•nd  blenched  hnme^uns,  striped  nomespuns,  checks, 
ticklings,  negro  clothing,  &c.,  have  advanced  twenty  per 
cent,  in  twewe  months;  and  cotton  yams  twenty-five  per 
cent.  DufU  blankcta  and  coarse  woollens,  about  twen^ 
per  cent" 

Bvery  pUnter  in  the  Southern  country  knows  that  these 
artides  have  jncreaaed  in  price.  The  continued  aaaertion, 
by  the  manubcturers,  that  the  higher  the  duty,  the 
cheaper  the  article,  is  just  about  as  true  as  the  proi}Osi- 
tion  that,  by  putting  a  fish  into  a  tub  of  water,  the  weight 
is  not  thereby  increased  t  and  the  Utter  would  be  quite  as 
susceptible  of  proof  by  learned  dissertations  on  hydroata- 
tica,  as  the  other  is  by  pretenders  to  political  and  statistical 
in&im>ility.  One  thing  we  all  know,  that  something  can- 
not come  out  of  niwiingi  that  we  pay,  now,  nearly 
tUr^  ndlions  in  taxetf  drawn  from  hnpoita.  If  the  duties 
Mtt  taken  off  articleB  not  manufactured  in  the  Umted 
Btatea,  one  of  two  things  must  happen,  eittier  that  the  fo- 
reign arl^jle,  burdened  with  the  duty,  will  be  consumed, 
or  that  it  will  be  excluded  by  the  domeMic  article.  If  con- 
sumed,  it  proves  that  the  tax  increases  the  price;  if  not 
consumed,  where  will  you  get  your  revenue  >  If  domeatic 
fiibrica  fall  below  the  price  of  the  foreign  article,  then  the 
tu  will  pnrfiibit  the  foreign  article,  and  we  shall  have  no 
revenue.  Sir,  this  will  not  be  the  resoltt  the  foreign 
ntkle  irill  atill  be  imported,  consumed,  and  die  people 
taxed. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  two  years  since,  a  company 
was  incorporated  in  South  Carouna  to  make  a  railroad 
fnvsa  Charleston  to  Hambuigiand  tliey  applied  to  Congress 
to  aHist  them.  While  the  result  of  this  application  ud 
the  extent  of  their  means  remained  uncertain,  an  intelli- 
gent capitalist  tfdd  me  tlwt,  if  the  scheme  Guled,  the  com- 
pany wo(dd  realize,  in  the  purchase  of  manufectured  iron, 
whwh  pays  a  lem  duty  than  the  raw  material,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  upon  the  iron  purchased  for 
the  rulroad  in  Kurope,  by  aelling  it  for  common  agricultural 
purposes.  With  such  tacts  as  these  before  us,  who  can 
aobscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  the  duty  decreases  the  price  \ 

We  have  on  wa  tables,  etsaya,  written  to  prove  that  it 
is  allnonaenM  to  take  ofi'any  of  the  taxes.  Is  it  not  palpa- 
ble that  tluiae  who  tUnk  ao,  do  not  pay  them,  but  denve 
Che  benefit  therefrom } 

When  gentlemen  are  driven  from  every  pontion  be- 
hind which  they  entrench  themselves,  they  fall  back  upon 
vested  ri|^ts,  and  tell  us  it  was  the  South  that  imposed 
thia  syitemi  they  get  furious,  and  say,  it  vaa  you  tiiat  have 
dooe  the  nocUef.    Now,  what  are  the  bcti.»    In  1816, 


we  hid  just  escaped  from  a  hazardous  wart  the  manufac- 
tures to  a  certun  extent  sprang  up  under  war  duties; 
Bonaparte  had  been  put  downi  the  whole  disposable 
Britiui  force  had  been  thrown  upon  our  ahoresf  our  ca|H- 
t&l  had  been  sacked  and  burnt;  Baltimore  asi^kdi  their 
squadrons  fell  down  the  Chesapeake,  passed  Soudir 
threatened  Charleston,  makingonly  a  bow  to  Fort  Uouhrie  » 
attacked  New  Orleans,  were  gloriously  defeated,  and 
soon  afler  a  treaty  of  peace  put  an  end  to  the  wan  cotton 
rose  fromscven  cents  to  thirty;  and  while  proaperoua  be- 
yond measure,  exulting  in  the  armaof  peace,  and  triumph- 
ing over  the  trophies  of  the  war,  we  consented,  upon  the 

Cure  principles  of  benevolence,  to  sustMn,  by  liberal  legis- 
ition,  the  manufacturing  interest.  And  tins  ia  broi^t 
forward  agunst  the  South  %  criminal  charge.  You 
adud  tia  then  for  a  pittance  as  a  bounty,  because  it  wan 
given  you;  now,  with  a  pirtol  preaented  ^  oar  breast^ 
demand  all  we  have. 

I  believe  I  speak  the  truth  when  I  say  the  aven^  pro- 
duct of  the  South  Carolina  planter  is  not  more  than  nx 
hundred  pounds'of  cotton  to  the  hand;  and  the  SenatM- 
from  LAUisiana,  who  ata  near  me,  who  is  good  authiwity 
on  this  nibject.  adnuta  that,  with  this  result,  the  expenses 
of  such  a  tenting  itderest  must  equ^  the  tnoome.  Can 
any  one  doubt,  then,  tiiat  the  duty  of  forty  per  cent, 
miightas  wellbe  laid  upon  the  expcHts  aa  importa.*  Accord- 
ing to  this  rule,  the  Government  gets  two  hundred  and 
forty  weight,  and  the  planter  three  hundred  and  rixty,  of 
the  product  of  each  w)orer.  And  yet  the  hononble  Se- 
nator fnnn  Kentucky  has  gone  into  a  calculation  to  |aave 
that  South  Carodina  does  not  pay  an  equal  portion  of  the 
Uxea.  Asaunung  the  a^regate  amount  of  the  imports  v£ 
the  whole  State  to  be  ei^t  nuUiona,  and  that  our  aggre- 
gate expenses  equal  our  income,  it  would  follow,  as  a 
mathematical  certainty,  that  we  pay  from  three  to  four 
nuUions  as  our  portion  of  the  taxes.  It  is  considered  by 
the  manufacturers  a  species  of  crime,  on  our  part,  to  own 
slaves;  but  1  can  tell  these  philanthropists,  that  -their 
policy  makes  us  cannihalst  for  it  is  nut  at  all  nncommon 
with  us,  for  benevolent  masters  to  be  forced  to  sell  thnr 
sUves  to  pay  for  th^  subsutf  ncei  and  manypkaten  mqr 
be  said  literally  to  be  living  on  thdr  ca^atal.  If  the 
average  product  of  the  cotton  planter  w£re  as  great  as 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  estimated  it,  I  should  be  less 
inclined  to  censure  the  tidvemment  for  its  exactions- 
[Here  Mr.  CLA.Y  explained,  by  asking  his  po«tion  was, 
that  the  avetaf^  of  the  whole  ot  the  cotton-planting  States* 
according  to  iufi»rmation  received  by  him,  he  befieved  to 
be  equalto  fivebatea.]  Thismay  beso;  lonly  apeak  ofthe 
product  of  that  part  of  the  country  with  wtuch  I  am  ae- 
quunted,  when  1  my  I  believe  the  same  does  not  exceed  two 
bales.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  seems  to  think  the  planter 
can  escape  from  the  tax  imposed  on  imports,  by  aelling  his 
produce  in  Liverpool,  depouting  his  money  in  bank,  and 
then  selling  bills  drawn  on  it.  But  letme  ask, -where,  in  the 
mean  time,  are  those  articles  to  come  from,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  adnuarion  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  are  equal 
to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  crop  ^  Hie  planter  <n>  1m 
slaves  cannot  wear  mon^,  or  eat  money-,  he  muat  import 
the  articles,  without  whu^  hi*  busineis  cannot  go  on;  tut 
he  must  bring  home  his  money,  and  buy  at  an  increased 
price  thfne  taxed  articles  from  the  domestic  manufacturer. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  publication  fur- 
nished by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  as  to  the  compara- 
tive results  of  the  sugar  planter  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
cotton  planter  of  SouUi  Can^innt  the  one  {wotected,  and 
the  other  prostrated,  by  the  Oovernment. 

The  capital  invested  in  a  plantation  capable  of  pro- 
ducing, by  the  best  management,  400,000  pounds  of  su- 
gar, ami  10,000  gallons  of  molaaBea,  worth  on  the  plantation 
23,000  doUars,  must  conust  as  follows: 

1,500  acres  of  land,  at  #50  per  acre  -  75,000 

90  hands,  at  «600  each    •         -         •  54,000 
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40punof  irorkinroxcii,at950           -  2,000 

40  honss,  at  9100          .         -         -  4,000 

Homontftl  tag^  null      -  4,000 

3Mtsorboilen,at»1.500eMb  -         -  3,000 

Buildinci  ofidl  daaoriptims      -  35,000 

Hearts   1,200 

SOploagfaf  ....  300 
All  other  utcDflili,  Mich  >■  timber,  wbeebp 

hoe^  apmSaBf  ue%  •cjrthe^  &e.  1,500 


*170^000 

"The  aniHUd  expenses  on  the  aboTephntation  cost  1(|,700 
dollars  in  the  fUlowit^  items: 
ProfMonsof  all  kinds  3,500 
Clotluiv  <rf  all  loits  .  .  -  -  1,570 
HedicaratteDdance  and  medidne  500 
Armital  losses  in  negroes      ...  1,500 

Taxes  500 

HoTMS  and  oxen  .  .  -  .  1,200 
Repairs  of  buildings  .....  700 
Ploughs,  carta,  &e.    -        .  •  -  300 

Overseer,      .....  I^OOO 


910,700 

*'  Two  crops  of  cane  are  eenerally  tnade  in  suecesnon 
on  the  same  land,  one  of  plant  cane,  the  other  of  the 
second  year's  growth;  it  then  lies  bllow  two  years,  or  is 
planted  in  corn  and  beam. 
Gross  proceeds       ....  ^,000 
Expenses    -  10,000 
Nett  proceeds        ....  13,300 
Being  about  7  per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested." 
]  have  in  my  possession  accounts  of  sales  of  a  cotton  plan- 
tabon  in  South  Carohna,  with  about  the  §ame  capital,  and 
the  proceeds  are  less  than  three  thousand  dollars!  The 
lut  year  witli  us  has  been  an  unfavorable  one;  but  five 
thousand  dollars  is  a  &ir  average  estimate  of  this  planta- 
ttoni  by  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  gross  amount  of  the 
cotton  planter  is  not  half  as  much  as  the  expenditure  of 
the  SD|^  planter,  with  the  same  capital,  the  cm  makmg 
a  gross  amount  of  ^,000,  the  other  of  95,000;  and  yet  the 
sugar  planter  is  to  be  enriched  at  the  expense     the  cot- 
ton planter,  through  the  agency  of  the  Govemnient. 
We  do  not  envy  the  prosperity  of  other  sections,  from 
causes  beyond  our  control;  our  labor  is  now  unproduc- 
tive: we  ask  nothing  but  the  right  to  use  what  God  uid 
nature  has  given  usj  and  this  is  denied  us  to  favor  interests 
vastly  more  proqieroua  tlun  we  are. 

What  haa  been  done  for  the  four  Southern  States,  Vir- 
ginia, North  CaroGna,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia?  No- 
thing!—fiteially,  nothing!  This  is  the  proscribed  r^on; 
we  are  made  to  feel  the  Government,  not  by  the  bounties 
it  confifTi,  but  the  burdens  it-imposes.  It  is  here  that  con- 
tending tnrUes  for  political  power  assail  each  other,  with- 
out the  least  respect  to  the  opinions,  interests,  or'  preiu- 
dicea  of  tht  inhabitants  of  the  country.  The  hcmorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  makes  a  meiit  of  tunung  his  hack 
Ml  us.  Sir,  what  have  we  done  to  provcOEe  the  ven- 
geance of  our  brethren  *  Did  we  not  anbt  to  achieve  our 
independence }  Did  not  South  Carolina  fim^  her  share 
of  men  and  money  to  maintain  the  cause  of  the  revolution? 
Did  we  not  stand  by  our  country  during  the  late  war? 
What  pOTtion  of  the  funded  debt  came  to  the  South? 
What  portion  of  tiie  pennons  does  she  receive?  What 
portion  of  the  appropriatitms  for  internal  improvement? 
How  much  of  the  public  land?  Of  tbia  we  complain  not; 
We  tsk  nothing  but  equal  laws,  and  that  the  Government 
diould  not  sequester  oar  estates,  and  divest  us  of  what 
lawfully  belongs  to  us.  When  wecomplain  of  the  action  of 
yourlaws  upon  our  InduMry,  we  are  told  to  remove  to  the 
lich  lands  in  the  West.  Is  this  your  remedy,  that  your 
le^sbtionsballdrireuaintoexile?  Rave  you  sympathies 
Kir  the  Indiao,  which  you  have  not  for  the  wtute  people? 


If  the  West  be  the  country  it  is  represented  to  be,  why  is 
it  tliat  such  an  immense  sum  has  been  conferred  on  its  in- 
hi^itants  in  the  shape,  of  bounties,  in  their  purchase  of 
public  land  ?  It  appears  from  evidence  I  have  before  roe, 
upwards  of  sixteen  miOionB  hare  been  remitted  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  land.  The  South  has  been  liberal. 
When  it  was  prosperous,  the  tariff  of  1816  was  conceded 
by  them;  when  purchasers  of  public  lands  said  tfiejrlould 
not  comply  with  their  contracts,  their  purchases  have  been 
renutted.  When  we  stand  upon  ourchartered  rights  who 
can  now  upbraid  us  with  a  want  of  patriotism?  Hie  time 
has  arrived  when,  if  we  do  not  take  care  of  our  own  houte> 
hold,  we  shall  be  worse  than  infidels. 

The  Senator  fVom  Kentucky  has  told  us  that  cotton  pknt- 
iug  is  the  most  successful  ami  prosperous  labor  in  the 
country.  I  have  shown  that  it  is  plainly  not  so  in  South 
CaroUna.  And  he  has  alluded  to  the  non-consumption 
resolutions  adopted  some  two  or  three  years  nnce,  on  the 
subject  of  Western  live  stock.  It  is  true  we  did  feel  dis- 
satisfied that  a  people,  apparentlv  deriving  so  great  a  be- 
nefit from  our  staple,  diould  combine  with  an  alien  interest 
to  break  it  down;  and  these  resolutions  were  res(»led  to, 
as  well  to  open  die  eyes  of  the  people  of  the  Western 
States^  as  to  makean  expeiiment  nowfitf  we  could  Adl  in 
with  ibe  restrictive  system.  There  is  but  one  of  two 
courses  left  to  oppose  the  unjust  restriction  of  commerce; 
either  to  throw  it  off,  or  fail  in  and  make  the  most  of  it. 
A  large  portion  of  South  Carolina  would  be  benefited  by 
excluding  Western  live  stock;  but  these  demonstrations 
against  the  Western  trade,  although  tending  to  lessen  it, 
,  were  soon  found  insufficient;  voluntary  associationa  to  re- 
sist the  prohibitory  system  can  scarcely  succeed,  when 
"nunling  will  go  on  against  the  B^erest  penalties.  When 
we  found  the  friends  of  the  American  system  among  us 
profiting  by  our  voluntary  restrictions,  we  had  nothing  left 
out  to  trade  with  the  innocent  Kentuckian,  who  abjured 
the  tariff,  or  to  trade  with  the  smuggling  Carolinian,  who 
was  a  friend  of  the  tariff.  As  pubuc  sentiment,  througlt* 
out  South  Carohna,  seemed  opposed  to  the  restrictive 
system,  in  all  its  form,  free  traoe  has  been  resumed  with 
the  West,  and  is  stilt  carried  on,  I  beheve,  as  one  of  the 
principd  sources  of  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  that 
country.  Those  interested  in  grazing,  and  live  stock,  are 
thou^t  to  exceed  far  those  interested  in  manufactures,  in 
that  region.  This  will  be  seen  by  tiie  following  commu- 
nication, which  I  doubt  not  the  correctness  of: 
7h  the  Edilon  of  the  ibntueky  Reporter. 

COMBESLAND  FoBD,  Jm.  5. 

Deab  Sib:  As  heretofore,  I  send  you  the  amount  o'' 
stock  passing  this  place,  on  the  Wilderness  and  Turnpike 
road,  during  the  year  1831,  for  markets,  which,  perhaps 
some  of  your  many  readers  may  be  denrous  of  knowing. 


to  wit: 

Horses,  4,077 

Mules,  1,999 

Total,      -  ^076 
Hogs,  (including  307  shoats  drove 

witii  beef  cattle,)     -       -       -  71,459 
Stall-fed  beef  eattie,  S42 

Sheep  387 

Probable  amount  of  all,    -      -  ^980,000 


We  have  been  told  that  the  abolition  of  the  riglits  of 
primt^niture  was  the  cause  of  depresrion  at  the  South; 
that  we  are  too  poor  to  live,  too  pnAidtowork,  toohonw- 
able  to  resent  to  ignoble  meaos^  and  hence  we  rush  into 
nullification.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  entirely  mis- 
taken in  the  character  of  our  laws,  the  habits  of  the  people, 
;  and  causes  which  urge  them  on  to  nullification.  We  have 
a  law  with  ua  which  subjects  all  idlers,  strollers  frotn 
tavern  to  tavern,  loungers,  disorderly  persona  following 
no  lawful  employment,  to  be  taken  up  me  vagrancy;  and  I 
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hare  knoira  a  nuui  depoBrte  faia  cuh  in  seouri^  for  hia 
Sfood  behftvlor,  u  the  only  alternative  left  turn  from  be- 
ing^ sold  as  a  slave  to  some  one  who  would  nuke  him  work- 
liiere  is  not  a  more  Uborious  or  industrious  people  in  the 
world  than  the  people  of  South  Carolinai  they  live  by 
Work,  while  others  live  by  their  wits.  The  only  portion 
of  our  population  who  are  exempted,  by  courtesy,  from 
vurUr^y  is  the  female  part.  With  us, 'the  men  support 
their  fiunlliea  by  their  industry;  the  fathers  and  sons  save 
tlie  motliers  end  sisters  from  the  rays  of  the'  sun.  or  a  de- 
pendence on  strangers.  It  is  said  the  proffress  of  dnfiza* 
tion  is  marked  by  the  estimate  in  which  the  female  por- 
tion is  held  in  society.  Among*  the  savi^es  and  barbarians, 
it  is  considered  deg^rading  for  the  m^es  to  work;  they 
hunt,  fish,  and  engage  in  war,  but  the  females  till  the 
ground,  hoe  the  com,  and  make  something  to  subsist  on. 
From  the  diipky^  made  of  female  industry  in  this  debate, 
I  should  be  mchned  to  think  we  were  retrograding  to  a 
atate  (rf*  barbarian.  Fromaletterl>efiM«nic,Ukinga»n- 
gle  cotton  &etoty  aa  a  sample,  the  whole  number  of  fe- 
males employed  in  tlie  cotton  factories  is  nzty^ix  thou- 
sand. Where  are  the  men'  what  are  they  dmng?  Why 
do  they  not  take  the  burden  of  stibsistence  and  protection 
of  those  females?  If  I  had  it  in  my  power,  I  would  make 
it  a  penal  offence  for  a  manufacturer  to  engage,  in  his 
emplogment,  an  unmarried  female,  in  the  lifetime  of 
either  parent.  T^e  little  pittance  thus  made  is  but  a  poor 
eqiuvdent  for  the  hazard  and  danger  to  which  thdr  health, 
peace,  virtue,  and  honor,  are  exposed.  If  we  cannot 
boast  of  female  opmtivesin  manufitcturing  estabKahments, 
we  are  not  made  to  bkiih  by  the  derelopmenta  of  Magda- 
len societies. 

The  Senator  from  Nqjv  Hampshire,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  made  a  suggestion  which  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
notiee.  It  acquires  additional  imporUnce  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  ^ilar  charges  are  made  from  what  may 
be  considered  the  minigteriarquartera.  He  says,  he  hopes 
that  no  unison  of  purpose  exists  between  some  of  those 
politicians  who  mt^c  the  highest  duties,  as  necessary  to  the 
vital  interests  of  the  country,  and  some  of  those  who  urge 
to  a  fordblc  existence  of  high  duties,  because  they  were 
oppreanre.  lean  assure  the  Senator,  if  the  insinuation  was 
levcUed  at  me,  or  those  with  whom  I  act,  that  it  has  no 
fbund^ion.  1  repel  the  imputation.  What  double  motive 
can  influence  us  to  hazard  the  peace  of  the  country  unne- 
cessarily?  Have  we  nothing  to  Utse  byrcrolutiwi  and 
civil  war?  What  political  prefi-rment  awMts  uaas  a  com- 
pensation for  seeming  what  we  are  not?  Wliat  act  have 
we  done  which  has  shown  our  attachment  to  principle  is 
vacUlating  or  ambidextrous?  Show  us  the  anti-Urift'mea- 
Mire  we  have  oppowd.  or  the  anti-tariff  man  that  we  have 
turned  from  and  abandoned. 

Let  us*  see  bow  &r  die  honest  men.  the  patriotic  the 
judicious  tariff  men.  differ  with  high  pressure  tariff  men. 
The  treasury  report  on  this  subject  is  nearly  identical 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky} 
it  proposes  to  keep  on  tlie  duties  on  all  which  are  called 
the  protected  articles.  The  political  compromising  party, 
with  which  the  Senator  from  NCw  Hampshire  acts,  con- 
sbtutes  the  head  of  the  tariff  column  of  attack.  If  there 
he  a  wish  to  meet  on  middle  ground,  let  the  friends  of 

{iroteclion  advance  to  the  centret  I,  for  one,  will  not  stickle 
or  a  bair-breadth  on  tliis  question.  All  we  desre  is 
justice,  equali^,  and  uniformity  in  the  regulation  of  the 
tariff,  so  aa  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  tlie  dril  liit  and 
just  wants  of  the  Government. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  baa  animadverted  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  President  pn  iem.,  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, on  account  of  his  not  conitituting  the  Committee  on 
Internal  ImprovemenU  fiivorable  to  increased  expenditurea 
in  that  branch.  While  he  censures  fbr  this,  he  does  not 
Snve  the  htmorable  Senator  credit  fbr  creating  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  a  manufacturii^  committee,  or  makiitg 


the  manufiusturing  coauiuttee  tiwnmi^  what  it  pur^ 
ports  to  be.  He  is  as  severe  Tith  the  Preiideat  pro  Am- 
as  Junius  was  with  the  Duke  of  Graftont  he  b  not  willing 
to  adnut  that  he  can  do  right  by  accident.  It  is  obnous 
that  the  American  systan  puty  want  the  whole  nine  in 
their  own  bands;  tlwy  are  not  willing  to  lurrenoer  any 
thing. 

The  friends  of  high  taxes  and  the  British  restrictive  sys- 
tem  feel  the  fuU  force  of  the  breach  made  in  the  aymmctry 
of  their  poUcy  by  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  If 
we  were  in  debt  as  muMi  as  Great  Britain,  no  question 
would  arise  d>ont  the  constitutionality  of  the  tariff,  l^e 
forcing  power  could  tlien  be  applied  to  aov  extent. 
This  difFerence  is  not  sufficiently  marked  by  those  who 
look  to  the  pcdiey  of  Great  Britain  as  an  example  to  be 
followed. 

Prolubitory  duties  are  but  parts  of  one  entire  whole-— 
aristocracy,  monopoly,  debt.  The  wealth  of  the  fiiW,  and 
tiie  poverty  of  the  many,  make  ap  the  British  qwtemt  and 
and  this  is  held  up  to  us  as  an  example  to  follow,  by  the 
American  system  cliampions. 

Great  reliance,  in  this  debate,  is  placed  on  the  opinions 
and  reports  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  Let  us  bear  what  he 
says  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  British  system: 

He  says,  "  1  believe  the' British  Government  forms  the 
best  model  tiie  woiU  ever  producedt  and  such  has  been 
its  progress,  in  the  minds  or  many,  that  this  truth  gradual- 
ly gains  ground.  This  Government  baa,  for  its  olyect, 
public  strength  and  additional  security.  It  is  said  with  us 
to  be  unattainable.  If  it  was  once  formed,  it  would  main- 
tun  itself.  All  communities  divide  themselves  into  the 
few  and  the  many.  The  first  are  tiie  rich  and  well  born; 
the  other,  the  mass  of  the  people.  The  voice  of  the 
people  has  been  said  to  be  the  voice  of  God;  and  however 
generally  thia  nuutim  has  been  quoted  and  believedt  it  is 
not  true  in  ftcL  The  pet^k  are  turbalent;  ^aiey  seldom 
judge  or  determine  right.  Give,  therefore,  the  firatclaiis 
a  distinct  and  permanent  share  in  the  Government;  tbby 
will  check  Uie  unsteadiness  of  the  second.  As  they  cannot 
receive  any  advantage  by  the  change,  they,  therefore, 
will  ever  maintain  a  good  Government." 

Thia  is  the  language  of  tiie  great  Corypheu*  of  the  pro- 
tective policy.  The  tariff  laws  are  the  foundation,  in  tact, 
oftheBritflih  system,  on  which  the  *<therieh  and  well  bora" 
will  mount  and  rule  the  htmeat  yeomanry  of  this  country. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  bis  zeal  to  bear  down 
free  trade,  with  less  than  his  usual  magnftnimi^  baa  as- 
sailed the  learned  author  of  the  Free  Trade  memorial.  He 
has  told  him  to  go  home  to  Europe,  and  inculcate  his  prin- 
ciples. The  same  causes  which  niade  him  seek  refuge  in 
this  land  of  freedom,  still  operate  to  keep  him  here.  He 
has  been  an  American  citizen  longer  than  X  have;  he  has 
dinie  Us  conntiv  some  little  aenrice,  and  baa  been  idily 
suat«ned  On  tius  floor.  And  let  me  tell  the  Senior  one 
thing — if  that  individud  were  a  member  of  this  Senate, 
be  would  defend  himself  fr<Hn  the  imputations  thus  heaped 
upon  him,  with  the  sparkling  eye  of  genius,  and  the  cut- 
ting sarcasm  of  a  tongue  as  skilled  in  debate  ,a8  powerful 
in  advocating  the  cause  of  truth.  I  was  tiie  more  surprised 
to  hear  the  denunciations  of  this  gentleman,  nnce.  at  the 
Free  I'rade  Convention,  he  was  looked  upon  with  aome 
jnloosy  for  his  supposed  polilical  partiality  to  tbe  Sena- 
tor fkrnn  Kentucky.  We  live  in  stiange  times,  and  seen 
to  be  acting  the  Midsummer  Nighf  s  Dream — those  wewoo^ 
turn  from  us;  and  those  who  woo,  wc  turn  from. 

The  gentleman  is  not  backward  in  retaining  foreigners 
in  his  ranks.  I  will  not  say  to  Mr.  Carey,  "  Go  home."  I 
am  wilUng  that  he  may  still  remain,  and  shed  any  light  be 
may  possess  in  &vor  of  tbe  princifjles  he  thinks  right-  In 
tiie  eulogy  which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  prmtouiwed 
on  the  foreign  emigrants  to  this  country,  be  omitted  to 
notice  the  Scotch.  I'his  might  have  been  conndered  ac- 
cidental, hut  fbr  the  tiirust  he  made  at  the  Scotch  mrr- 
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chuit  in  another  tnrt  of  bis  u-gument.  They  are,  by 
some  ineaiw  or  ouer,  put  down  as  the  fricnda  of  flree 
trade,  and  comequently  denounced.  Nov*  the  truth  is, 
we  bare  not  in  the  country  a  more  i»dustriou%  moral,  and 
worthy  class  of  people  than  the  Scotch.  Of  those  ei^ged 
in  a^piculture,  uey  are  temperate,  untiring,  and  intelli- 
gent, and,  vitb  us,  convert  to  use  and  subustence  a  portion 
of  our  lands  which  would  otherwise  remain  a  wild  and 
waste  wilderness. 

How  does  it  happen  that  the  Scotch  merchant  comes  in 
for  so  lar^  a  duure  of  the  Senator's  vengeance  against  free 
trade?  b  ithecause  his  habits,  his  intelligence,  bis  honesty, 
and  fair  dealing  elevate  him  in  the  commercial  world 
above  the  mrrounding  competitors^  Is  it  because  the 
merchant  from  Old  England,  and  the  merchant  from  New 
Enghuid,  flourish  not  in  the  vicinity,  but  are  banished, 
blighted,  and  withered  by  Scotch  industry,  and  Scotch 
Bigacily  ?  Or  is  it  beeuise  cottm  bag^g  is  made  in  Inver- 
ness and  Dundee?  Sir,  nonation  stands  higherthan  Scot- 
land for  the  production  of  great  men,  or  for  the  additions, 
which  have  been  made  to  arts  and  sciences,  or  to  the  im- 
provements <^  society,  moral  or  intellectual.  I  will  not 
detract  from  the  Gaelic  character,  or  irreverently  speak 
of  a  people  who  boast  of  such  countrymen  as  firuce, 
Burns,  and  Brougham. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  been  kind  and  re- 
spectAiI  to  South  Carolina,  while  he^reprohated  her  prin- 
ciples, and  made  war  upon  her  friends.  He  will  pardon 
me  for  telling  him  what  the  people  of  that  State  think  of 
the  rival  Western  candidates  for  the  first  honors  of  the 
country.  They  think  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  a 
"  whole  hog"  tariiFman,  and  that  General  Jackson  is  not 
mudi  of  a  tariflTman.  Their  principles  form  their  asso- 
dationa;  and  the  present  ultra  notions  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  upon  matters  of  constitutional  hw  and  public 
policy,  place  an  impassable  gulf  between  them  and  him. 
we  honor  lum  for  his  eluquence-^jr  his  early  oppoution 
to  federal  encroachments— particularly  his  opposition  to 
the.  inocoporation  of  the  United  States*  Bank.  We  value 
his  services  during  the  kte  war,  when  he  stood  forth  the 
cliampion  of  his  country-  against  a  bold  and  talented  mino- 
rity. We  are  grateful  to  him,  and  his  associates,  for  their 
success  in  procuring  an  honorable  peace — for  his  present 
principles  and  his  present  pcdicy,  we  praise  him  not. 

Among  other  aiumadvernons  upon  the  temper  mani- 
fested in  the  South,  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  read 
a  piece  from  a  Southern  paper,  headed  **  A  call  to  arms.*' 
Upon  hang  asked  for  his  authori^,  it  turns  out  to  be  from 
the  Richmond  Enquirer.  And  this  is  quoted  to  us  in  suctt 
a  way  as  to  induce  a  belief  tliat  the  people  were  even  now 
falling  into  ranks,  to  oppose  by  force  the  Government; 
and,  of  course,  it  could  be  no  other  people  than  the  hot- 
beaded  nulKfication  party.  Sir,  the  Senates  from  New 
Jersey  understands  the  Rkhmond  Enquirer  on  some  pmnts; 
and  I  am  surprised  that  he  should  seem  disposed  to  bold 
the  South  responable  for  the  belligerent  call  of  Thomas 
Ritchie. 

There  was  a  time  when,  whatever  appeared  in  that  pa- 
per, (one  of  the  most  influential  and  widely  circulated 
papers  in  the  Southern  country,)  nugbt  beconndered  as 
lodieating  the  temper  of  the  South.  That  time  has  gone 
by.  We  were  wont  to  look  upon  Itichmond  as  the  West 
PoiDt— the  strong  post  on  our  fronUer— mounted  by  the 
Enquirer,  under  whose  battery  we  reposed  in  safety  and 
security.  But  such  is  not  the  case  now.  While  our  old 
men  and  women,  and  little  ctuldren,  rested  in  safety  by 
day,  and  security  by  night,  in  defiance  of  Southern  interest 
and  Southern  feelings,  the  sentinel  on  the  wall,  with  un- 
equalled perfidy,  recreant  and  traitorous,  turned  his  tire 
upon  Us  own  people,  and,  as  fiv  as  he  could,  niread  de- 
solation in  his  own  camp.  He  is  the  survivor  of  Nat  Tur- 
ner, and  the  confederate  ofLundy  and  Gturrison. 
Ilie  Sena^  adjaumed  to  llursday,  the  33d. 


-   Tbubsdat,  Fbbbuabt  23. 
TERRITORIAL  JUDGES. 

The  following  resolution  was  subnutted  by  Mr. 
HOLMES,  (:ind  agreed  to  on  the  following  da^:) 

Retohedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expe^ency  of  providing,  by 
law,  for  a  more  permanent  tenure  of  office  for  the  judges 
of  tfie  territories  of  the  United  States,  or  (br  a  different 
mode  of  appointing  them  than  is  now  proridcd. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  to- 
getlier  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittA  of  claims;  and,  after  some  debate,  in  wluch  Hr. 
JOHNSTON  advocated  tlie  allowance  of  the  chum  to  its 
full  extent,  and  Mr.  RUGGLES  repUed,  the  hill  was,  on 
motion  of  Hr.  SMITH,  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution subtoitted  by  Mr.  Clat,  tc^elher  withlfr.  Hatvb*! 
amendment. 

Mr.  MIIJ^ER  concluded  his  remarks  commentuMl  on 
Tuesday,  (as  reported  above.) 

Hr.  DALLAS  then  took  the  floor,  and  moved  an  ad- 
journment. 

Fbidat,  Pzvrcabv  24. 
This  day  was  spent  in  the  consideration  of  various  pri- 
vate bills,  and  in  executive  business;  after  which. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MosDAT,  Fkbbuabt  37. 

Mr.  WEBSTERlaldonthetable'an  amendment  which, 
he  stated,  he  had  intended  to  propose  to  the  bill  "for 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  among  the  several 
Slates  according  to  the  fif\h  census,"  wlien  tlie  same 
shoidd  be  under  consideration;  and  lie  also  laid  on  the  tablv 
sundry  documents  relating  to  the  subject  of  said  btllj  and 
ordered  tliat  the  amendment  and  documents  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  Clat  being  resumed, 
Mr.  DALLAS  rose.  Unaccustomed,  said  iie,  to  the 
contests  of  deUberative  bodies  and  deeply  sensible  how 
httle  claim  1  possess  to  the  attention  of  so  experienced  a 
countil  as  this  Senate,  I  have  shrunk  with  solicitude,  here- 
tofore, from  venturing  to  partidpate  in  its  most  import..iit 
discussion. 

Bringing  with  me  to  your  hall  no  recollection  or  pre- 
tence of  past  services  for  the  common  good,  no  ability  to 
enlighten,  and  no  erudition  with  which  to  add  tothe  stores 
of  your  wisdom,  I  am  painfidly  assured  that  personal  pru- 
dence should  keep  me  silent.  The  force,  fervor;  and 
brilliancy  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  rendered  doubly  effective  by  the  remembrance 
of  th^  former  tmls  and  achievements  for  the  prosperity 
and  honor  of  our  country,  add  peril  to  the  temerity  of  my 
undertaking,  and  1  would  gladly  have  escaped  the  dan- 
ger by  avoiding  to  attract  your  notice. 

There  are  bmes,  howevu',  sir,  when  seMab  apprehen- 
sions must  be  aurmountedbytheimpulsesof  duty;  there  are 
positions  which  seem  not  merely  to  require,  but  to  justify, 
individual  presumption;  and  there  are  some  absorbing 
questions  of  general  policy  which  a  public  agent  or  re- 
presentative must  not  be  allui-ed  from  confronting,  by 
timid  suggestions,  springing  from  an  honest  sense  of  infe- 
riority. '  Such  times  are  the  present;  such  a  position  is 
that  of  a  Senator  deputed  hither  by  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvaniai  and  such  a  question  is  the  one  involved  in 
the  original  resolution  offered  for  adoption  by  the  Sena- 
tor fh>m  Kentucky,  and  the  amendment  or  substitute  ten- 
dered by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
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I  approach  the  lobject,  Mr.  President,  nmply  wifli  a 
desire  to  discharge,  in  reference  to  it,  the  debt  I  owe  to 
the  country  and  to  my  constituents.  Fresh  from  the  walks 
of  private  industry,  I  feel  unshackled  as  to  the  present  by 
any  commitments  in  the  past  I  am  wedded  by  former 
vows  or  promises  to  no  systems;  bound  to  assert,  in  main- 
tenance of  political  connstency^  no  doctrine  but  that  of 
republicanism;  and  pledged  to  nomeasnres,  except  those 
which  my  understan^ng  and  unbiassed  judgment  may  in- 
dicate as  best  for  the  stability,  reputation,  and  happiness 
of  an  immense  urkd  augmenting,  a  free  and  virtuous,  peo- 
ple. This  attitude  has  its  duigers  as  well  as  its  advan- 
tages: its  dangers  restricted  to  myself,  T  willingly  encq^nter; 
its  advantages,  I  would  cheerfully  exchange  for  the  tried 
wisdom,  tlie  justly  accorded  weight,  and  tiie  yuctised 
ability  of  those  who  survouud  me. 

Finy-six  years  have  ripened  this  confederated  nation  to 
a  concution  of  unprecedented  and  incontestable  greatness: 
greatness  in  extent;  greatness  in  resources;  greatness  in 
moral  and  intellectual  character;  greatness  in  political 
structure  and  jurisprudence;  greatness  in  the  renown 
which  follows  just  and  successful  wars;  and  greatness 
which  results  from  the  acquisition  of  a  before  unknown 
sum  of  human  contentment  and  freedom.  Providence 
has  smiled  upon  the  work  of  our  profferattm^  and  has 
blessed  its  progress.  The  whole  ci\-Uizcd  world  has 
marked^  with  reiterated  astonisbment^  tlie  tapidity  of  our 
advancement;  and,  at  tlus  moment,  from  the  Pisgah  of  Esst 
cm  eminence,  exulting  and  longing  myriads  are  pointing 
to  our  Western  institutions  as  the  objects  towards  whicr 
they  have  yet  fruitlessly  journeyed  through  a  wilderness 
of  ages  and  of  wretchedness. 

This  glorious  inheritance,  even  while  some  of  those  by 
whose  valor  and  wisdom  it  was  founded,  fiuhioned,  and 
fbstered,  are  still  living  to  enjoy  and  adorn  it,  has  devolved 
upon  ua.  The  descent  is  one  of  which  we  cannot  he  too 
proud,  of  which  we  cannot  be  too  careful.  Let  us  guard 
it  with  jealous  veneration:  and  if  it  be  true,  as  I  fear  it  is, 
.that  we  do  not  possess  (hat  original  and  perennial  source 
or  fund  of  virtue  and  of  mind  which  would  enable  us  to 
enlarge  or  exalt  it,  let  us,  at  least  imitativcly,  pledge  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honors,  to  maintain  it 
as  it  now  is. 

The  solemnity  of  this  invocation,  Hr.  Prendent,  is  ap- 
propriate to  the  period  at  which  we  have  arrived,  and  the 

ftartiea  by  whicli  we  are  distracted.  A  novel  and  uiiparal- 
cicd  event  is  on  the  eve  of  consummation,  and  may  be 
regarded  as  already  accomplished.  Thirteen  States  have 
expanded  into  twenW-four;  four  millions  of  freemen  have^ 
increased  to  nearly  tourteeni  the  first  and  second  wars  of 
independence  have  been  triumphantly  conducted;  trea- 
sures of  almost  Incalculable  amount  have  been  generously 
expended  by  a  united  and  generous  people;  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  land  has  been  immeasurably  elevated;  and  yet 
the  half  century  of  our  existence  closes  with  resources 
not  only  not  undiminished,  but  boundlessly  augumentcd, 
with  public  ftuth  unbroken,  and  with  the  national  debt 
extinguished!  I  will  not,  sir,  dwell  u^>oo  these  extraor- 
dinary truths;  I  will  not  draw  an  invidious  contrast  with 
the  condition  of  less  ftvored  countries  or  Governments; 
but  this  1  will  say,  that  he  who  can  reflect  upon  these 
wonderful  achievements  of  our  people  and  their  policy, 
without  gratitude  to  both,  without  delight  and  pride,  must 
be  more  or  less  than  an  American  patriot. 

Who  is  there,  ur,  that,  seeing  this  great  result  of  our 
councils  and  forecast,  can  desire  a  change  in  the  organic 
structure  or  practical  legislation  by  wttich  it  has  been  ef- 
fected.^ I  have  heard  much  cn  this  floor  of  sectional 
divisions,  seetionul  interests,  sectional  doctrines,  sectional 
feelings,  and  sectional  parties;  of  the  F>a5t,  the  South,  and 
the  West;  but  I  cannot  adopt  the  language,  and  will  not 
entertain  the  sentiments  by  which  it  is  prompted.  1  claim 
no  peculiar  merit  for  the  noble  commonTnltli  whose  re- 


presentative I  am,  for  her  umftmn  derotkm  totiie  uiuon 
and  democrat  of  these  States— 4br  her  unmvering  c(v 
operation  in  aU  the  efibrts  which  have  carried  the  nation 
to  its  present  exaltatkm;  she  has  done  no  more,  and  no  less, 
than  other  pwtions  of  our  republic.  But  I  will  not  re- 
cognise the  right,  claimed  from  what  quarter  it  may  be, 
to  mar  and  deface  the  monument  of  our  common  boon; 
to  tear  down  piecemeal,  w  at  a  blow,  thestructnre  wluch 
evety  hand  has  equally  and  simultaneously  contributed  to 
erects  to  prpstnte  and  crumble  into  dust  the  ^rest  fabric 
ever  yet  reared  by  the  energies  and  virtues  of  confederat- 
ed freemen- 

I  trust  that  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood.  My  alluaions 
have  no  particular  direction.  Standing,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  soil  of  my  native  State,  and  surveying,  with  pro- 
found ottachnunt  and  respect,  the  sister  re^ibUcs  vmch 
encircle  her,  I  em  have,  as  the  can  have,  no  intcresi^  ob- 
ject, or  desire,  but  for  tiie  general  peace,  prosperity,  and 
happiness.  It  is  in  these  only  that  Penn^lvonia  can  de- 
light; it  is  in  these  only  that  ^e  can  find  her  own  tran- 
quillity and  content  Suppose,  mr,  for  one  moment,  that 
she  consented  to  address  the  reflective  sections  of  our 
country,  with  a  view  to  inculcate  or  to  beseech  harmony 
and  Conciliation,  bow  would  she  do  it.^  By  recurring  to 
past  errors  of  opinion,  or  misconduct  in  practice?  By 
weighing  the  demerits  of  one  with  tlie  ments  of  anodier? 
By  adopting,  and  reiterating,  and  enlbrcing  every  species 
of  crimination  and  recrimination?  No,  sir.  An  error 
atoned  for  is  forgotten;  an  injury  repaired  is  a  benefit.  It 
is  wiser,  it  is  better,  to  remember  virtu^  and  services^ 
than  to  exasperate  with  the  repetition  of  imagined  or  real 
wrongs.  I  tUnk  she  would  say  to  the  East,  you  were  the 
cradle  of  the  infiuit  liberties  of  America;  your  sons  fought 
the  earliest  battle*  of  independence;  your  prowns  muml- 
led  the  oobnAc*  from  their  vassalage;  and  your'  vise  men 
toiled  with  inde&tigahle  zeal  to  mould  the  ensting  form 
of  National  Government  Will  you  compress  to  destruc- 
tion that  which  bids  fair  to  be  an  everiasting  monument  of 
your  love  of  freedom  and  of  order?  I  thinjc  she  would 
aay^  to  the  South — our  warmest  affections  are  with  you; 
we'  have  nrmpathized  in  every  dirernty  of  political  suc- 
•cess  and  defeat;  you  have  rtted  your  Mood  profusely  in 
asserting  and  sustaining  our  common  honor  and  our  com- 
mon rights;  we  know  your  pstriotiBm,  which,  thourii, 
hke  the  mariner's  needle,  it  may  suddenly  and  casuafiv, 
amid  tiie  boisterous  waves  of  party  contention,  tremulousijr 
vibrate  and  depart  from  its  true  direction,  will  neverthe- 
less instinctively  return,  and  steadily  point  to  the  pole  of 
union  and  of  concord;  we  ^11  love  youj  we  srill  still  lis- 
ten to  you  with  ftmd  portialityi  oikL  we  will  subnut  to 
almost  any  sacrifice  which  con  promote  your  welbre. 
Surely,  you  will  not  break,  as  an  empty  bubble,  the  orb 
which  you  so  truly  adorn,  and  to  preserve  whidi  we  have 
so  long  and  unitedly  labored.  I  tiiink,  ur,  she  would  ay 
to  the  West — ^you  are  the  cherished  offspring  of  the  con- 
federacy, inheriting  and  exhibiting  all  tiie  hig^  quaHties 
of  your  ancestry;  you  are  destined  speedily  to  surpass  us 
in  physical  strengtii,  and  at  least  to  equal,  if  you  do  not 
overshadow,  us  in  the  vigorous  resources  of  intellect  and 
of  eiit«^rise;  you  have  a  genial  climate,  a  prohfic  stul, 
and  a  hardy  yeomanry;  do  not,  like  on  ambitious  shoot, 
too  unsparingly  absorb  the  vital  sap  of  your  parent  stem; 
repa^,  with  magnanimous  foihearance,  the  kindness  which 
cherished  your  youth,  and  gave  you  the  means  of  rapid  and 
imposing  maturity.  Such,  Mr.  Prendent,  would  be  the 
tone  of  Pennsj'lvania;  dictated  by  no  selfish  policy,  and 
coverOy  vming  at  no  peculiar  advantage;  but  pn^undly 
and  devotedly  intent  upon  the  restoration  of  fkwtenial 
feeling,  upon  mwntaining  the  paramount  and  pricdev 
blessing  of  our  bond  of  union! 

If,  sir,  in  the  picture  I  have  sketdied  of  tJie  condition 
of  our  countiy,  diodes  have  been  omitted  which  really 
exii^j  tliey  ou^it  to  be  introduccdj  they  ought  to  be 
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frankly  met,  and  the  aasembled  wiKlom  <^  the  legislative 
bodies  should  anxionsly  devise  remediea  and  relief.  The 
Hnpressive  and  (i^looniy  description  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hatitx,]  as  to  the  actual  state  and 
wretched  prospects '  of  his  immediate  fellow-citizens, 
awrakens  the  livelieBt  sympathy,  and  should  command  our 
attention.  It  ia  their  ri^tt  it  is  oar  dut^.  I  cannot  feel 
indiflferent  to  the  sufferings  of  any  portion  of  the  Ame- 
rican  people!  and  esteem  it  inconsistent  with  the  scope 
and  purpose  of  the  federal  constitution,  that  any  majority, 
no  matter  how  large,  should  connive  at  or  protract  the 
oppression  or  misery  of  any  minority,  no  matter  how 
small.  1  disclaim^ and  detest  the  idea  of  making  one  part 
subservient  to  anoUier^  of  feasting  upon  the  extorted  sub- 
•tance  of  my  countiprmen;  of  enri^ing  my  own  region 
by  dramiRg  'the  fertiK^  and  resourcn  of  a  neiglibor;  of 
beeomii^  wealthy  with  spoils  which  leave  tlieir  le^timate 
owners  impoverished  and  desolkte.  But,  sir,  I  want  proof 
of  a  &ct,  whose  existence,  at  least  as  described,  it  is  dif- 
ficult rven  to  conceive^  and,  above  all,  1  want  the  true 
causes  of  that  fact  to  be  ascertained;  to  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  legislative  remedy,  and  to  have  tliat  remedy 
of  m  nature  which  may  be  apphed  without  producing  more 
cmschiefi  than  those  it  proposes  to  eure.  The  proneness 
to  exaggerate  social  evils  is  greatest  with  tlte  most  pa- 
triotic. Temporary  embamssment  is  sensitively  appre- 
hended to  be  permanent.  Every  ds^'s  experience  teaches 
how  apt  we  are  to  magnify  partial  mto  universal  distress, 
and  with  what  difficulty  an  excited  imagination  rescues 
itself  from  despondency.  It  will  not  do,  sir,  to  act  upon 
the  glowing  or  pathetic  delineations  of  a  gifted  oi-ator;  it 
will  not  do,  to  become  enlisted,  by  ardent  exhortations,  in 
a  crusade  against  establidied  systems  of  polieyi  it  will  not 
do,  to  demolish-the  walls  of  our  citadel  to  the  sounds  of 
plsintive  eloquencei  or  fire  the  temple  at  the  call  of  im- 
passioned emhustasm. 

Wliat,  sir,  is  the  csuse  of  Southern  distress?  Has  any 
gentleman  yet  ventured  to  designate  it?  Can  any  one  do 
more  than  suppose,  or  argumentatively  assume  it^  lam 
neither  willii^;  nor  competent  to  Batter-  To  praise  the 
hoacoi^le  Senator  from  South  Cuoltna  would  be 

"To  add  pfrftame  to  (ke  nolet- 
Waauflil  and  rMKeuloai  neeu." 

Bat  if  be  has  lailed  to  discover  the  source  of  the  evils  he 
deplores,  who  can  unfold  it?  Amid  the  warm  and  indis- 
eriminating  denunciations  with  which  he  has  assailed  the 
policy  of  protecting  domestic  manufactures  and  native 
produce,  he  frankly  avows  that  he  would  not  "deny  that 
there  are  other  causes  besides  the  tariff  which  have  con- 
tributed to  produce  the  evils  which  he  has  depicted.** 
What  are  those  *■  other  causes?"  In  what  proportion 
have  they  acted'  How  much  of  this  dark  shadowing  is 
aaeribable  to  each  singly,  andtoall  in  combination?  Would 
the  tariff  be  at  aU  felt,  or  denounced,  if  these  other  causes 
were  not  in  operation  ?  Would  not,  in  fact,  its  influence,  its 
discrimination^  its  inequalities,  its  oppressions,  but  for 
these  other  anises,"  be  shaken  by  the  elaMidty  and 
energy  and  exhaustlesa  spirit  of  the  South,  as  "dew- 
drops  from  the  Son's  manef*  These  inquiries,  sir,  'roust 
be  satisfiietOTily  answered belbre  we  can  bejustiy  required 
to  legislate  away  an  entire  system.  If  it  be  the  root  of 
all  evil,  let  it  be  exposed  and  demolidied.  If  ite  poison- 
ous exhalations  be  but  partial,  let  us  preserve  such  por- 
tions as  are  innoxious.  If,  as  the  luminary  of  day,  it  be 
pure^and  salutary  in  itadf,  let  ua  not  wish  it  extingnisbed, 
because  of  tlie  shadows,  cloodi,  and  darkness  which  ob- 
seare  itM  brightness  or  Impede  its  vivifying  power. 

Sir,  there  are  "  other  causes"  than  the  policy  of  pro- 
tection, to  which  our  Southern  brethren  migiit,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  onght  to  impute  the  deplored  evils  under  which 
they  strfTer.  Some  of  these  are  adequate  to  produce,  and, 
if  not  providentially  arrested  in  tlwir-  progress,  willj  una- 
voidably produce,  calamities  to  mm  extennre  and  deso- 
Vot.  Vin  30 


biting  than  an^  yet  experienced.  Eveir  day,  every  hour, 
augments  their  force,  enla^pps  their  sphere,  and  manifests 
their  agency.  Nor  is  their  onward  march  a  sketch  of 
fiincy,  or  the  conclusion  of  plausible  argument ;  it  is  a  ftct, 
discernible  to  every  eye,  known  to  every  well4nfonned 
man  in  the  Country,  apipreciated  by  every  candid  one,  and 
dis|}uted  by  none.  The  delunon  and  mistake  lie  in  cmtiU 
dering  these  "  other  causes"  as  leoondary  and  slight.  In- 
stead of  primary  and  powerful:  in  vinttng  upon  a  aubjeat 
of  pt^itical  dislike;  consequences  fairly  and  obviously  at* 
tributable  to  specific,  natural,  social,  or  moral  agenciei: 
in  fastening  upon  the  tariff,  as  fanatics  are  apt  to  fasten 
upon  their  reputed  conjurer  or  wizard,  the  stonn  of  the 
elements,  the  barrenness  of  plaotationa,  the  debiUty  aris- 
ing from  constitutional  disease,  Md  the  mysterioos  opera- 
tions of  dedty. 

I  have  sahl  that  **other  eauaei^cxis^  adequate  to  all  the 
lamented  distresses.  Amor^  thes^  isone  wUeh,  alone,  un- 
aided by  co-operation  from  others,  necesairily  leadstore- 
sults  of  wide>9pread,  protracted,  and  conspicuous  embar- 
rassment and  desolation.  The  great  Southern  staple, 
cotton,  is  the  product  of  an  exhausting  plant — a  pkat 
which  feeds  swaciously  upon  die  fcrtiUty  aod  strei^fth  of 
the  best  mhIs.  Ereir  returning  aeasmi  finds  the  esrth  fai 
which  it  is  cultivatedfess  competent  to  nipply  itaexactioa% 
and  sustaining,  therefore,  a  less  hardy  and  generous  growth. 
The  ultimate  dissatis&ctionof  the  planter,  whose  produce 
thus  annually  diminishes,  is  inevitable.  He  struggleB,  per- 
haps for  years,  in  fruitless-efforts  to  revive  the  originsi  fe- 
cundity of  his  fkraii  to  arrest,  at  least,  its  gradual  decreaae 
from  eight  or  s!x  bales,  by  the  hand,  to  twow  three:  and 
he  submits  to  the  redactioD  of  his  profits  and  many  Aeptir 
vaUons,  rather  than  abandon  a  home  to  which  be  has  b»< 
come  h^ituated,  a  neig^orbood  in  which  he  has  acquired 
chiTacter  and  friends,  and  a  social  circle  to  which  Lis  fit- 
mily  are  endeared  and  attached.  But  the  fins!  period  of 
comparative  sterility  must  arrivet  the  season  wherein  la- 
bor will  be  unrewarded,  granaries  unreplenished,  and 
means  unrenewed,  must  come  to  liim  or  to  his  successor: 
and,  when  that  period  is  at  band,  the  dejected  and  die- 
appcunted  owner  looks  elsewhere  for  eoonlation  and  re* 
source.  Then  it  is,  sir,  the  impelled  and  advenkuroui 
huritandman  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  while  he  haa  yet 
scarcely  entertiuned  the  project  of  removal,  casts  his  anx- 
ious eyes  up<m  the  imokense  region,  in  his  immetUate  vin- 
nity,  of  land,  much  cheaper  than  in  his  native  State,  oS 
virgin  schI,  upon  whose  charms  his  fiivorite  voluptuary  has 
not  yet  battened,  of  e^ual,  if  not  superior,  climate,  and 
of  ascertained  fitness,  in  every  re^>ect,  for  the  plant  to 
which  his  skill  and  indasUy  have  long  been  adapted.  Ii 
it  tUTprisii^  that  this  boundle«.range  of  territory  riwuld 
attract  capital  and  enterprise  to  the  culture  of  cotton  frooa 
all  parts  of  ^e  country  ?  That  the  quantity  of  productioa 
sliould  rapidly  augment,  and  its  relative  value  or  price  fidl, 
or  that  it  should  offer  temptations,  irrenstible  by  conscious 
industry  and  frugal)^,  to  abandon  the  comparative^  spent 
farms  heretofore  tilled? 

Men,  sir,  will  change  tbdr  abodes,  under  the  civcoai- 
stanees  to  which  I  have  adverted,  Iqr  an  impulse  wluelk 
may  almost  be  rmftled  as  a  law<^  our  nature.  The  se- 
rious coQcems  of  life  are  not,  cannot,  and  ought  not  to 
be  regulated  by  the  amiable  sentiments  whi^  conoeot 
tlienuelves  with  the  recollections  of  the  past.  We  quit 
the  homes  of  our  ajicestorB,  the  graves  of  our  kindred* 
the  hills  and  valleys  of  oar  childhood,  with  many  a  s)|^ 
it  is  true,  and  with  many  a  lon^ng,  Ungoing  look  bdiindf 
but  we  quit  them  all,  witii  prmid  and  selfeiutamhw  rcecH 
lution,  in  pursuit  of  subnstence,  of  settlements  for  our 
children,  of  personal  and  permanent  independence.  BaA 
have  been  uie  course  of  human  conduct,  and  die  career 
of  human  action,  in  all  i^s,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  The  Und  ttf  promise  was,  and  always  will  be,  the 
goal  of  ceaidets  emigration.   We,  rir,  espedally,  ire  m 
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nimtoiy  peofile.  With  almost  tsfvrj  rui|^  of  cliioftte. 
Mid  an  unlimited  extent  of  land  wberefrom  to  chooBe,  '<a 
world  before  ua,  and  Providence  our  g^ide,"  our  readi- 
ness to  improve  ihectHiditionof  lifetby  entering  upon  new 
scenes  of  activify,  is  at  the  same  time  unobstructed  by  the 
diffieuhiea  and  doubts  wbicb  repel  the  inhabitants  of  other 
coiintrici.  Our  politieal  institutiora  are  every  where 
ttraoiflHmt  our  oontinent  Uie  same,  ^ir  language*  with 
ineoMiderable  and  few  exceptions,  is  uniform  i  ourmediuin 
flf  exchanre.  monejr,  coin,  and  even  on«  species  of  bank 
Mfier,  is  identical!  the  preat  practical  hin^nces  are  un- 
known to  itft  and  we  may  pass  through  eveiy  degree  of 
salubrious  temperature,  ana  over  thousands  of  leagues, 
changing  in  our  progress  notliing  buttbeafcy  and  tlie  soil. 
Hence  it  ia  that  i^e  have  long  since  turned  our  backs 
upon  the  Atlantic  and  its  diores,  to  gasc  upon,  an<l  to  bend 
our  steps  towards  the  rich  plains,  the  laughing  valleys,  the 
thronged  rivers,  and  the  healtti-inspiring  hills,  of  the  Ame- 
tican  West 

If,  then,  air,  the  appaUing  picture  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator-from  South  Carolina  be  strictly  tnie:  and  if  it  be 
also  true,  as  no  one  has  been  or  can  be  advcnturotis  enough 
to  deny,  that  the  regions  l^ing*  immediately  to  the  west  of 
.those  districts  wliicn  his  picture  is  dengned  to  represent, 
are  open  and  still  openi^  for  a  cheaper  and  more  abun- 
dant growth  of  the  veiy  mtton  to  whose  depredated  va- 
lue he  ascribes  Southern  distress  and  complaint,  I  recog- 
nis;,  in  the  cause  to  which  1  have  referred,  an  adequate 
cause:  acause  absolutely  cEstinct  from  the  tarifT:  a  cause, 
in  its  origin  and  effects,  transcendentiy  beyond  the  course 
of  any  policy:  a  cause,  out  of  the  reacli  of  Iwidative  re- 
medy: a  cause  which  btiman  agents  are  utterly  incornpe- 
tent  to  control,  arrest,  mitigate,  or  modify. 

Sir,  this  inconhle  and  inpractieable  cause  made  its  ef- 
fects^ to  a  certain  extend  nsible,  before  the  tariff  of  1824 
was  enacted,  and  before  that  of  1816  could  poswbly  have 
been  felt:  not  long  afler  Hissisaippi  became  a  State,  in 
1817:  shortly  after  Arkanans  became  a  territory,  in  Marcli, 
1819:  Portly  after  the  acquisition  of  the  Flmi'dBs,  in  Feb- 
niaty,  1819:  and  dwrtly  after  Alabama  was  embraced  as 
a  member  of  the  Umon,  in  Deeendier,  1819-  An  tntelli- 
gent  and  observing  travdler,  in  18S2  and  1833,  could  then 
see  the  deplored  evils  in  pn^^ess.  He  could  then  notice 
tfiat  the  productiveness  of  cotton  lands  increased  %s  he 
jonmeyea  towards  the  setting  sunt  that  the  abili^  of  each 
nand  would  double  or  treble  its  crop  every  hundred  or 
two  hundred  miles;  and  that  western  Carolina,  following 
the  example  of  the  eastern,  uras  becoming  comparatively 
neglected  or  dsserted  by  a  population  which  sought  more 
intile  and  rewarding  sma.  ke  ooufal,  then,  in  the  lan- 
■USM  of  the  hdntnwle  Senator,  **ste  fields  abandoned, 
ne  hospitable  mansions  of  &thcrs  desertedt  sfpriculture 
drotyingi  slaves,  like  their  masters,  working  harder  and 
fiiring-worset  and  the  planter  striving  with  unavailing-  ef- 
Airts  to  avert  the  ruin  whi^  is  beforchim:"  he  could  then 
Me  *'the  once  thriving  planter  reduced  to  despiur;  carung 
his  bard  &te,  gathering  up  the  small  remnants  of  his  bro- 
ken fttrtune,  and,  with  his  wife  and  his  little  ones,  tearing 
himinlf  frnm  the  aeeneanf  hiadiildhood,  and  tfie  bones  of 
his  ancestors,  to  seek  in  the  vnldemeii  that  reward  for  his 
'odoitry,"  of  which  the  gradual  exhaustion  of  hisinherited 
soil,  aim  Che  teeming  ricimess  of  new  and  neighboring  re- 
gions, ■*  had  d^>rived  him."  And  even  siiKe  then,  this 
l^und>le  and  Hnpraetic^le  cause  has  been  aggravated, 
as  the  northern  portions  of  I<owsiana  have  become  iccei- 
sibleto  popniatinv,  and  subjected  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
This  ineitnible  ami  impraoticable  oause  will  long  continue 
toopeimte,  inarearinfr  in  power  as  it  enlwgea  in  scope; 
hat  whetiier,  in  a  national  aspect,  it  be,  in  the  aggregate, 
fiirgoodorevil„noluiinaneapacifyoandeterinine.  View- 
ed with  reference  to  the  strictly  Soutiiern  States  alone,  nn 
OM  deplores  its  affects  mora  aneer^  than  I  do.  The 
VaridliVW  have'nolily  stemmed  it  tilus  fari  the  piieral  tMfn 


of  their  wealth  and  numbcra  augmenting',  in  its  spite,  stea- 
dily and  surely.  But  the  entire  Union — the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States — cannot  well  be  deemed  injiu-ioiuly 
affected  by  a  process  which  transfers  the  citizens  of  one 
commonwealth  to  another;  which  converts  the  unhappy 
and  discontented  planters  of  tiie  Atlantic  coast  into  thriv- 
ing and  joj'ous  settlers  of  inland  regional  which,  however 
much  it  may  depopulate  and  desuate  the  East,  carries 
capital,  industry,  intelligence,  and  tlie  arts,  to  develop 
tile  resources  and  ensure  the  felicity  of  the  West. 

That  other  causes  still,  Mr.  President,  for  Southern  dis- 
tress, do  exist,  cannot  be  doubted.  Tbey  combine  with 
the  one  I  have  indicated,  and  are  equally  unconnected 
with  the  manufacturing  policy.  One  of  tl>ese  it  is  pecu- 
liarly painful  to  advei-t  to;  aiKl,  when  1  mentim  tt,  I  beg- 
honorable  Senators  not  to  suppose  that  I  doit  in  the  spirit 
of  taunt,  of  reproach,  or  of  idle  declamation.  Regarding 
it  as  a  misfortune  merely,  not  as  a  fault;  ns  a  disease  in- 
herited, not  incurredt  perhaps  to  be  alleviate<l,  but  not 
eradicated,  I  riioukl  feel  self-condemned  were  I  to  treat 
it  other  than  as  an  existing  fact,  whose  merit  or  demerit, 
apart  from  the  question  umkr  debate,  is  shielded  (torn 
commentary  the  highest  and  most  just  conwderations- 
I  refer,  wr,  to  the  choracter  of  Southern  labor,  in  itself^ 
and  in  its  influence  on  others.  Incapable  of  adaptation  to 
the  ever-varying  clianges  of  human  society  and  existence, 
it  retains  the  communities  in  which  it  is  established,  in  a 
condition  of  apparent  and  comparative  inertness.  I'he 
lights  of  science,  and  the  improvements  of  art,  which 
vivify  and  accelerate  elsewhere,  cannot  penetrate,  or,  if 
they  do,  peitetiate  with  dilatory  inefficiency,  among  its 
operatives.  They  are  merely  inGtinGtiv&  and  passive. 
While  the  intellectual  industn  of  other  parts  of  this  coun- 
try springs  elastically  forward  at  every  fresh  impulse  and 
manual  labor  is  propelled  and  tedoublcd  by  countless  in- 
ventions, machines,  and  contrivances,  instantly  understood 
and  at  once  exercised,  the  Sot^th  remains  stationary,  inac- 
ces^ble  to  such  encouraging  ami  invigorating  aids.  Nor 
is  it  possible  to  be  wholly  blind  to  the  moral  effect  of  this 
spedes  of  l^or  upon  those  freemen  among  whom  it  ex- 
ists. A  disveliah  for  humble  and  hardy  occupation;  a  pride 
adverac  to  drudgery  and  toil;  a  di-cad  that  to  partake  in 
the  employments  allotted  to  color,  may  be  accompanied 
also  by  its  degradation,  are  natunl  and  inevitable.  'I'he 
liigb  and  lofty  qualities  which,  in  otiier  scenes  and  for 
other  purposes,  characterize  and  adorn  oiir  Southern  bre- 
thren, Are  fatal  to  the  enduring  patience,  the  corporal  ex- 
ertion, und  tlie  pains-taking  umplicity,  by  which  only  a 
successful  yeomanry  can  be  formed.  When,  in  fact,  sir, 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  asserts  that  **BlaTes  are 
too  improvident,  too  incapable  of  that  nunute,  constant, 
delicate  attention,  and  that  persevering  industry  which  b 
essential  to  the  success  of  manufacturing  estublishments,** 
he  himself  admits  tiie  defect  in  the  concution  of  Southern 
lalior,  by  which  tlie  progress  of  bis  bvorite  section  must 
be  retai^d.  He  admits  an  inability  to  keep  pace  with  the 
rest  of  the  world.  He  admits  an  inherent  weakness;  a 
weakness  neither  engendered  nor  a^ravated  by  the  tariff 
—which,  assodeties  arenovooostituteflanddireiBtedi  must 
drag  in  the  rear,  and  be  distanced  in  Uie  common  race. 

Sir,  in  further  exploring  tiie  real  cauGcaof  the  distresses 
ao  pathetically  delmeated,  I  might  call  your  attention  to 
the  general  atiUe  of  trade,  domestic  and  foreign,  through- 
out all  Christendom.  The  South  cannot  claim  to  be  exempt 
from  &  universal  vinitatitm.  Her  staples  must  sink  in  com- 
parative value,  as  h.^ve -sunk  (he  staples  of  cver>'  other 
State  or  people,  tier  agricultural  produce  cannot  alone 
oomnuml  fte  high  price  of  former  yeava.  Slie,  too,  miiat 
submit  to  feel  tlw  necessary  and  pervading  influence  of  a 
long  European  peace,  following  upon  an  ahncst  uninter- 
n\  pted  century  of  war;  of  a  general  and  eag^  reswnpiion 
of  the  prnvlive  and  prodoetive  oscup^ons  of  men,  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  berrtofrre  set  apfirt  soMy  to  eoa- 
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■ume  or  to  destroy;  of  a  consequent  excess  beyond  the 
wftnts  of  maakmc],  in  nil  the  iirticles  essential  to  otir  lub- 
sistcnce,  comfort,  or  safety.  The  reduction  in  the  price 
of  cotton,  induced  by  an  over-production,  not  merely  in 
the  Uniteft  States,  but  in  the  East  Indies  and  elsewhere, 
is  leas  thaifmi^t  reasonably  hare  been  expected;  and, 
instead  of  ascnbinr  to  the  tariff  that  which  has  idn-sdy 
occurred,  it  is,  perttaps,  owinjf  to  this  denounced  policy 
that  the  reduction  has  not  proceeded  to  a  much  ^ater 
f-xtent.  It  is  curious  to  remark,  sip,  that  within  the  rery 
month,  during"  which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
proscribed  the  protecting  ^tem  as  the  root  of  all  evil — 
while  he  IcTelled  the  battery  of  his  eloquent  spectdations 
and  inffenious deductions  against  this  "accursed" destroyer 
fif  cottonandits  planter— that  very  cotton,  inthe  market  of 
New  Orleans,  wasfaised  in  value  by  the  positive  and  direct 
operation  of  the  tariff  in  furnishings  a  domestic  demapid. 
I  quote  from  tl»e  New  Orleaiw  price  ctirrent,  under  date 
of  Saturday,  January  38,  1833: 

"CoTToV. — The  market  thisweek  has  not  been  sobrisk 
as  it  was  last)  purchasers' for  the  Ettri^wan  markets  gene- 
rally decVrnfe  (^eratitiff  at  tiie  prices  now  aaked,  and  the 
main  dependence  of  sellers  is  on  the  demand  for  the  At- 
lantic dties  and  the  Northern  manufiustories. 

«*  A  lot  or  entire  crop  of  fifty-four  bales  Tennessee  was 
•old  at  the  extraordinary  price  of  eleven  and  a  half  cents. 
The  staple  is  SMd  to  be  decidedly  the  best  that  ever  came 
from  that  section  of  the  coimtry,  (near  Nashville,)  fully 
equal  to  the  best  Misaisaippi :  its  general  appearance 
evinced  the  most  careful  culture  ana  putting  up;  it  is 
fromUie  planUtion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.** 

I  aeknowled^,  Mr.  President,  that  a  single  practical 
ilhistmtion  of  this  kind  outweig-hs,  in  my  mind,  the  most 
plauubte  theories  and  the  longest  train  of  artificial  logic. 
Give,  then,  nr,  to  the  undoubted  and  comprehensive  causes 
of  Southern  distresH  to  which  I  have  referred,  their  true 
importance,  and  ascribe  to  them  reasonalile  effects,  such 
effects  as  candor  and  good  sense  cannot  fail  to  ascribci 
and  how  Uttle,  if  any,  of  the  mischiefs  depicted  and  de- 
plored can  we  jostl^jr  impute  to  the  popular  policy  of  pr»- 
tection^  It  'tt  ponible  that,  like  most  human  arrange- 
ments or  projects,  its  advantages  may  be  accompanied  by 
corrrlatire  dtsadvanlarest  many  imperfections  may  exist 
not  discernible  to  our  limited  apprehensions,  which  work 
with  silent  inefficiency,  and  mar  the  general  tendency  of 
the  s)-stem;  nay,  some  positive  and  partial  injury  may  be 
occaMoited,  while  the  uinversal  good  is  steulily  accom- 
pliAing.  But  Southern  distress  is  explunable  upon  prin- 
ciples a«d  from  causes  wholly  independent  of  ttie  tariff} 
iuipracticable  to  the  higliett  energies  of  legisbttion;  always 
to  be  lamented,  but  irremediable  at  least  by  us. 

Having  thus  removed  from  debate,  or  from  my 
own  mind,  the  oppresnve  weight  of  so  much  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senators  opposed  to  me,  as  consists  of  growing 
and  gloomy  pictures  of  human  wretchedness  and  local  de- 
sobtion,  I  must  be  permitted  to  state  my  impressions  of 
what  this  great  national  policy,  rather  disingenuously 
termed  our,  or  the  American  ^Btem,  truly  is. 

lu  foundation,  Hr.  Prenden^  is  die  broad  and  impreg- 
nable principle  of  national  independence;  and  its  object 
and  tendency  are  to  give  to  the  American  people,  the  en- 
tire people,  the  people,  as  a  mass,  and  in  detail,  employ- 
ments of  their  own,  resources  of  their  own,  strength  of 
their  own,  and  happiness  of  their  own;  which  cannot  be 
injuriouaty  affected  in  war  or  peace,  through  stratagem 
or  design,  by  any  other  people.  Such  are  its  cardinal 
characteristics.  If  there  be  any  portion  tS  the  meant  Ibr 
effecting  this  policy,  which  does  not  stjnare  with  these 
charaetetisties*  to  that  I  am  opposed.  If,  m  attaining  these 
fun^mental  and  invaluable  objects,  partial,  occauonal, 
or  sectional  injury  be  inflicted,  that  I  would  remedy  or 
redress,  by  exerting  the  force  of  all  our  institutions  as 
best  I  can.    The  good  of  Uie  whole  is  rarely^  if  erer,  ac- 


complished witlioat  some  sacrifice  to  at  least  a  parts  but, 
undoubtedlv,  the  dangers  and  inconveniences '  of  eveiy 
scheme  of  iegislatitm  mould  be  contracted  to  as  narrow  a 
sphere  as  possible,  riiotdd  be  ait:dously  mitq;ated  as  much 
as  possible,  and  should  ultimately  be  repaid  as  fVilly  as  pos- 
sible. 

Sir,  this  is  no  selfish  policy,  in  the  odiwu  sense  of  that 
epithet.  To  the  American  people,  as  contradiitingoished 
from  any  and  every  other  people,  it  may  be  so.  Nature, 
in  the  creation  of  peculiar  languages,  various  climates,  and 
different  forms  of  Government,  has  compelled  distinct  and 
separate  masses  men,  communities,  and  nations,  to  be 
selfish.  It  is  thrir  state  of  nature,  lial^le  to  be  modified,  aa 
civilization  leads  to  intercourse,  barter,  andreciprooty,  1^ 
convention  and  mutual  agreement  on^.  National  seWsta* 
ncsa  results  from  necessity,  and  isbeyond  reproach.  WitlH 
out  it,  independent  existence  is  unimaginable:  without!^ 
we  could  have  no  country. 

But  honorable  Senators  have  described  this  polieru 
emanating  frma,  and  exclusively  useful  to,  rich  capitanti^ 
monopolists,  and  manuEKturers.  If  it  be  so,  let  us  aban- 
don it.  But,  befiire  acquiewii^  in  the  doaisription.  It  ia 
our  duty  to  reflect  and  to  examine. 

As  a  policy,  sir,  adapted  to  the  welfare  of  any  nation, 
it  emanates  from  remote  antiqwty,  and  has  been,  more  or 
less,  cherished  and  practised  by  every  people.  Modem 
philtnopliy  may  sometimes  be  disadvantageously  contrasted 
with  ancient  wisdom,  as  beautifhl  abstractions  are  often 
disproved  by  a  succession  of  experiments.  Egypt,  in  her 
grandeur,  Greece,  in  her  brilliancy,  Rome,  ^in  her  omnipo- 
tence, deduced  tli«r  magnificence  and  riroTi  it  least  In 
part,  from  this  *■  accuned"  p<4iey.  It  was  known  to  them 
all{  it  was  enforced  by  them  allt  and  it  aggrandised  them 
all.  These  are  gr»t  names!  and  the  annals  of  hiatory 
tender  for  enumeration  many  others  familiar  to  the  lean- 
ing of  those  whom  I  address.  It  is  true,  as  the  Benatcff 
from  South  Carolina  has  said,  that  the  political  economy 
of  free  trade,  however  captivating  in  tneory,  is,  indect^ 
"a  discoveiy  of  modem  times."  It  has  no  existence  but 
in  books.  It  never  has  been  tested,  and  it  never  can  be 
tested,  without  the  Utopian  reaoK  to  a  Congrem  trf  natioBS 
— a  resort  recommended  by  some  pamphleteer,  wboia 
treatise,  laid  upon  our  tables  within  a  few  weeks  pa^,  seem 
to  come  in  aid  of  this  "discovery  td"  modem  tlme^— a 
resort,  which  like  another  Coiwrel^  that  of  Panama,  will 
prove  *'introuvable,'*  anxious^  and  pompously  sought, 
but  never  found. 

I.et  u4  however,  Hr.-Preudent,  quitting  the  too  aniple 
range  of  fweign  histoiy,  come  home;  and,  with  a  viev 
to  reason  best  fVom  wluit  I  may  be  presufned  to  kntnr 
best,  let  me  speak  tM  Pcntugrlvania.  whence,  and  wlkca, 
did  tills  policy  of  encout«giii|^  our  own  manutactares  ori- 
ginate there  \  Its  source  was  m  her  people,  as  CMitra^- 
tinguished  from  ber  rulers  or  politicians,  and  it  uining 
fortii  in  the  earliest  days  of  her  settlement  Its  ttthera 
were  the  frugal,  self-poised,  sagacious,  steady,  and  sterling 
Germans— those  very  "stupid  and  ignorant  black  Dutch," 
n-hom  certain  partisans  of  certain  official  candidate^  dtl- 
ring  a  recent  canvasi^  seemed  specially  to  delight  in  cari- 
caturing and  libelling.  They  started  itt  thrir  practiosi 
wisdom  fostered  itt  tiieir  stubborn  attacbtnent  to  indepen- 
dence, in  every  shape,  inculcated  and  taught  itt  th^  in- 
genuity,  thrift,  economy,  and  invincible  perseverance 
planted  the  seed,  reared  the  tree,  and  ripened  the  fruit 
Our  German  emigrants,  sir,  brought  witit  them  haUts  Of 
enlai^ed  observation  atid  sober  thought  They  found  their 
adopted  home  teendi^f  with  aU  that  the  necessities  or  tastes 
of  men  could  require.  They  set  thdr  creative  skill  md 
industry  to  work,  unriiacUiiig  th«r  oocup^oos  sad 
wants,  as  they  had  freed  their  souls,  from  substfrleM)  to 
disunt  Europe.  If  gentlemen  will  term  this  p<£cy  "the 
American  qrstem,"  let  it  be  known  and  acknowledged 
that  its  lirrt  American  nuUments  emanated  fhim  fjenpiyU 
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Tank  GeroiMW,  then  in  the  condition  of  mere  «9emtRtBt" 
tlMit  its  tendency  to  emuicipete  tbev  new  abode  from  so- 
cial thnMoK  wu  indicated  by  themi  and  that  they  never 
have,  and  probab  1^  never  will  abandon  it.  I  turn,  in  iUustrs- 
tionand  con6rmtoon  of  what  I  say,  tii  a  passage  in  Gor- 
don's History"  of  the  commonwealth  to  which  I  belong^: 
-"  like  same  jealous  spirit  which  confined  the  commer- 
cwl  cneraies  of  the  colonies,  restricted  their  advancement 
in  naBa&ctDKt  and  the  arts.  The  handicrafts  which  were 
intUipeniBUe  for  the  supply  of  agricultural  implements, 
the  purposes  of  nmple  architecture,  and  other  primitive 
vants,  took  vigwous  root  in  Pennsylvania  immediately 
on  the  foundation  of  the  city.  Many  of  the  first  settlers 
were  mechanics,  who  found  ample  employment  in  supply- 
inf*  the  wauts  ^nerated  by  the  rapid  profjfress  of  the  infant 
ci^.  The  Indian  trade  wipplied  furs  for  hatters,  and  skins 
soon  became  abundant  for  the  workers  in  leather.  The 
wood  of  the  country,  its  walnu^  maple,  oak,  ash,  and 
cherry*  furnished  materials  for  cwpenters,  joiners,  wheel- 
wrif^ts,  and  wagon-makers(  and,  in  the  skill  ol  tlieir  im- 
ported lerTatiti,  especially  the  Germans,  the  colmists  soon 
found  the  means  to  supply  almost  all  their  wants  of  first 
necessity,  with  many  of  the  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxu- 
ries of  the  meclianic  arts.  So  remarkable  were  the  indus- 
try and  s-jccess  of  the  colonists  in  these  branches,  that 
comriaiats  were  made  to  Parliament  by  interested  indivi- 
dual^ Oat  their  progress  was  detrnnental  to  Great  Britain. 
The  parent  State,  witli  rreat  maternal  kindness  to  her 
children  tt  home,  but  wiu  the  indifference  of  a  stepmo- 
ther for  those  abroad,  rapidly  adopted  measures  to  cneck 
tbeir  envied  prosperi^. 

"  So  early  as  1699»  the  wool,  yarn,  and  woollen  manu- 
fikctures  of  the  colonies  were  forbidden  *  to  be  sliipped 
there,or  even  laden  in  order  to  belransported  from  thence 
to  any  place  wluttevert' and  in  1719,  the  Commons  de- 
clared, *that  tfae  ereotii^  inanufiLctories  in  the  colonies 
tended  to  lessen  their  dependence  on  Great  Britain.'  In 
1733,  hsttweie  subjected  to  the  saioe  restrictions  as 
sroollen  manufiKturct,  and  hatters  were  forbidden  to  em* 
ploy  more  than  two  apprentices  at  once,  or  any  black  or 
negro,  at  their  trade,  or  to  make  hats,  unless  they  had 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years.  In  1750,  whilst 
pig  and  bar  aon  wtre  allowed  to  be  imported  duty  free 
to  Great  Britain,  the  colonists  were  denied  the  privilege 
of  erecting  any  mill  or  other  eng^  for  iUtUng  or  roUing 
irpn,  or  any  plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt  rammer,  or 
any  furnace  for  making  steel,  under  the  penalty  of  two 
hundred  pounds." 

This  historical  extrsct,  Mr.  Frendent,  developing  the 
spirit  in  wliicb  the  policy  commenced,  and  the  counteract- 
ing spirit  with  which  Great  Britain  endeavored,  success- 
fuMy,  to  repreas  it,  will  be  elucidated  by  a  note  subjoined 
to  oneof  theeelebratedaod  patriodc  "Fsrmer's  Letters" 
of  John  Diclunson,  written  in  1767<  It  purports  to  be  a 
quotation  from  **  Tucker  on  Trade." 

**  If  we  are  aftaid  that  one  day  or  other  the  colonies 
will  revolt  and  set  up  for  themselves^  as  some  seem  to  ap- 
prehend, let  us  not  drive  them  to  a  necesnty  to  feel  theok- 
selves  independent  of  ui^  as  they  witl.do  the  moment  they 
perceive  that  they  can  he  supplied  with  all  things  within 
themselves,  and  do  not  need  our  assistance.  If  we  would 
keep  them  still  dependent  upon  their  mother  country, 
ud,  in  some  Te^>ects,  subservient  to  her  views  and 
vel&re,  let  us  make  it  their  interest.alwaysto  be  so." 

Sir,  tliese  extracts  attest  alike  ttie  source  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  polity.  Nature  herself,  in  unfoh^ng  tlie  ezbaust- 
lois  stores  of  her  houatj',  in  our  forests,  our  minerals,  our 
ores,  and  our  quarries,  invited  and  impelled  Pennsylvania 
to  iU  adoption.  With  her,  it  never  bore  the  artificial 
character  ascribed  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  She 
felt  it  to  be  instilled  in  the  all-persuanve  language  of  a 
bjeswng  Providence,  tim  is  it  with  her  "  a  modem  di»- 
cQ.very,".designedfwiiioiu^istsorricbcap)talistB.  She 


felt  it  to  be  a  I>oundIess  resource  tor  her  foithfiil,  hardy, 
and  generous  population,  to  be  kindrud  with  their  atur^jr 
independence,  and  to  be  commensurate  with  their  ardent 
and  ennobling  love  of  country.  True,  it  was  early  and 
long  checkedoy  the  ungractous  and  jealous  stepmothert 
true,  this  now  powerful  commonwealth  was  made  to  re- 
semble the  Indian  papoose,  conscious  of  vital  energies, 
and  Btrnggllng  to  exert  them,  yet  bandaged,  restricted, 
and  confined,  tliat  the  wandering  agility  of  a  mercenary 
parent  might  be  undiverted,  unobstructed,  and  untmpair- 
edxAiut  she  never  lost  sight  of  it,  nor  wavered  in  her 
partiality.  It  lias  grown  withhergrowthand  strengtliened 
with  her  strength.  Her  illustrious  Franklu),  secmd  to  no 
one,  justly  represented,  in  his  examination  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  both  her  disposition  and  hersplitudei 
and  her  sons  have  kept  and  still  keep  it  steadily  in  view. 
Even  the  vapid  insurrection  of  her  whiskey  boys  in  1794— 
a  partial  movement  in  hostility  to  an  odious  tax,  and  never 
countenanced,  as  the  Senator  from  Vii^^inia  seemed  to 
imagine  or  imply,  by  ai^  deputment  of  public  authoritar— 
may  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  her  deeply  seated  solid- 
tiide  to  encourage  and  protect  domestic  factories.  Durinr 
the  war  of  1813,  her  patriotism,  surpassed  by  none  <n 
her  confederates,  sided  with  her  policy;  and  shehas,  per- 
haps, clung  to  it  since  with  the  gnaXsr  tenacity,  because 
of  the  then  freshly  excited  repugnance  to  English  pre- 
tenKon  and  intercourse. 

Perhaps,  sir,  the  honorable  Scnatw  from  Virginia  [Hr. 
Tilkb]  ms^  perceive  in*  this  review  of  the  course  of 
Pennsylvania  an  explanation  of  her  present  unanimity — 
a  unanimity  which  he  insinuates  has  resulted  from  a  want 
of  reftection  and  examination.  Tli»t  State  has  reflected 
^  and  examined  for  a  century.  The  recent  resolution  of  her 
I  General  Assembly  is  but  the  last  sound  of  a  voice  which 
has  uniformly  uttered  the  same  doctrine  and  cimviction. 

1  have  BMd  that  once  the  patriotism  of  Peiui^lvaua 
»ded  with  her  policy:  and  I  agree  that  now  her  ilitcreste 
are  involved  in  its  steady  prosecution.  She  has  iacuired, 
within  a  few  ycarsback,  agreater  public  debt  than  the  ex- 
isting one  of  the  nation.  Her  internal  improvements,  im- 
mense and  inestimable,  have  been  mainly  and  vigorously 
directed,  under  the  auspicious  sliield  of  your  protective 
m'stem,  to  the  deveIoi>ment  of  her  own  resources  and 
the  encouragement  of  her  own  industry.  Her  legal  code 
has  given  every  fiusilily  to  the  attainment  of  pubhe  conve- 
nience, free  intercourse,  and  safe  transportation.  The 
noble  turnpikes,  broad  hi^wayr,  countless  canals,  solid 
bridges,  and  8plen<tid  railways,  which  intersect  and  uiute 
all  parts  of  her  territory,  are  the  products  of  a  fiiU  reli- 
ance in  tlie  stability  and  excellence  of  the  policy.  Do  yoa 
suppose  that  she  would  have  gone  tlius  fiu*  in  expenditure, 
merely  to  become  tlie  recipient  and  channel  of  exotic  fa- 
brics— of  European  husbandry  and  maau&clures?  tio, 
sir.  Uer  puipose  has  been  to  scatter  her  own  rich  crea 
among  her  laborious  people:  to  bring  into  operation  her 
water  power:  to  supply  her  mechanics  and  her  poor  with 
lier  various  woods,  her  inexhaustible  fuel,  her  salt,  her 
minerals:  and  to  carry  comfort  and  independence  to  the 
homestead  of  every  firmer. 

What  are  tlie  fruits  of  this  Penn^lvania  policy?  I  will 
illustrate  them  by  recurring  to  the  single  article  of  her 
own,  iron.  Its  quality  is  uiiquestionably  equal,  if  not  su* 
periOT,  to  that  of  England.  Its  Gah«airene«  is  greater— ft 
chain  of  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter  not  breaking  till 
burdened  with  a  weight  of  nxtj  tons,  while  a  nmilar 
Englisli  one  yielded  to  forty-tlircc  tons  only:  one  of  an 
inch  and  an  eighth  broke  not,  till  oppressed  by  fliU  fbrty- 
one  tons.  Pur  welding  also,  it  is  superior^  superior  lor 
'spikesand  bolts  employed  in  constructing  ^ipsj  superior 
1  for  wheel  tirest  and  st  least  equal  f<H>  use  on  rulways. 
.  Our  iron-workers  ai-e  willing  to  give,  and  actually  do  give, 
I  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  U»  the  American  than  Uie  Cng- 
,  lisli  article. 
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The  effect  of  oar  policy  on  tbb  eascntial  mettl  hu  been 
Btrikini^y  erinced,  first,  in  tugmentin;  the  number  of  its 
fitetortes  and  itn  quanti^:  wcondlyt  in  reducis^  the  prices 
of  its  nwnufftctures:  and,  thirdly,  in  ^Meminatmir  widely, 
ttarougti  itotfrency,  the  meuiK^MtHHtenee  andeomfbrt. 

1.  Stnce-tbe  year  1834,  tliirty-four  new  fumaeei  have 
been  erected  in  Penni^lvania,  wert  of  the  Alleghany  sioun^ 
taut— each  feraung',notainine  of  wealth  fitr  the  r.i-li  mono- 
polist, but  a  nucleiu  for  a  btuy. thriving,  and  jt^oua  village. 

During  the  yean  1829  and  1830,  Uie  quantity  of  iron 
rolled  at  Pittsbui^  alone  increased  from  three  tbouaand  to 
more  ttiaii  nine  thousand  tons. 

3.  "nie  rodttction  of  Htus  prices  was  a  neceswy  eonae 
qaenec  the  domeatie  eompctitkm,  created  and  osoitcd 
bytheptdiey.  Since  1818,  1819,  tod  1830,  the  imple- 
ments 01  husbandry  hare  sunk  in  price  thus:  Axes,  from 
twentr-fbar  dollars  to  twelre  dolbirs  by  the  dozen:  scythes, 
apadei,  and  ooninon  '  shovels,  fifty  per  cent.  Iron  hoes, 
at  nine  dollars  by  the  dozen,  have  given  way  to  steel 
ones,  at  four  dollars  by  tfie  doaen:  socket  Novels,  once 
sotd  at  twelve  dollars  by  the  dosen,  now  sell  at  four  dol- 
lara  and  fiJ^  cento:  iron  vices,  ooee  at  twenty  eenti  by  the 
poBBd»  now  at  ton  cents:  bvazien*  rods  were,  in  1^4^ 
unpoitMl  at  three  hnndred  and  thirteen  dplkra  by  the  ton, 
MM  DOW  are  made  at  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars:  and 
steam  engines  have  actually,  nnce  1833,  fallen  fif^y  per 
ccnt^  in  price,  while  at  the  aame  time  the  amount  of  mate- 
rial and  labor  of  which  they  are  composed,  has  nearly 
doubled. 

3.  Tlie  extent  to  which  the  mano&eture  of  this  sub- 
ataace  contrilmtes  to  diffuse  the  means  of  wipport  and 
corafert,  cannot  be  precisely  eatiimited  as  to  any  pirticukr 
<fistrietof  coyntr^.  The  proportion  ofitseffectire  action 
upon  Peansylrania  may  alone  be  preaumed  from  a  faircal- 
eulation  of  its  aggregate  value  in  the  Union,  and  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  numerous  and  important  eatabli^ments 
scattered  throuj^out  that  State.  It  ia  ascertained,  wttli 
reasonable  eerlwity,  that,  in  the  small  coun^  of  Delaware, 
about  two  hundred  and  Airty-five  persons  annuidly  pro- 
doee  avmhie  of  two  hundred  and  aeven  tiiouaandone  liuiv 
dred  and  seventy-five  dolbira,  wiiich  undergoes  its  local 
and  naUiral  diatribution.  In  tlie  large  coiinbea  of  Cen^e 
and  Huntingdon,  extenaively  engaged  in  the  buaineaa,  the 
computation  necessarily  risea  much  higher.  Now,  it  is 
beiieved,  from  such  returns  as  have  been  collected,  that 
in  the  United  States  there  are  no  fewer  tlian  twenty-four 
thousand  idne  hundred  and  seventjr'niDe  iron  workmen, 
each  having,  on  an  average,  four  individuals  dependent 
upon  his  Ubors:  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoussnd 
^Igfat  hundred  and  ninety-five  human  beit^  are  therefore 
provided  with  adequate  Itvelihoed  by  this  nngle  branch 
of  industry  in  its  earliest  stages.  Supposing  each  work- 
man to  receive  the  modicum  of  one  dollar  a  day,  or  say 
three  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  there  are  di98emtnate<l 
in  wi^fes  no  less  than  seven  million  four  hundred  and 
nine^-three  tbouaand  aeven  hundred  dollara:  their  fa- 
brics, finding  Uieir  way  to  vartous  markets,  softer,  as  they 
advance,  the  charges  of  tranniortationf  computed  to  ex- . 
ceed  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollara: 
and  thus  the  entire  process  furnishes,  for  diffuuon  among 
the  laboring,  meritorious,  and  most  useful  maases  of  so- 
det}',  an  annual  sum  little  shrat  of  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
The  proportion  of  this  imposing  value  which  fidls  to  the  lot 
of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  imagineil,  butcannot  be  asserted. 

lly  effort  and  object' Mr.  Preudent,  are  to  arad  de- 
taib.  Those  which  I  have  ventured  to  state,  from  the  beat 
aourccs  of  information  accessible  to  my  inquiries,  are 
merely  meant  as  illuatrattve  of  the  policy,  in  ito  operation 
upon  Pennsylvania,  lliose  parts  of  tlie  States  particular- 
ized are  neither  the  Birmingtiam,  so  called  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Tennessee,  nor  the  other  city,  wbicb 
perhapa  he  would  designate  as  our  Liverpoal~tbey  are  in 
the  interior,  and  are  muoly  devoted  to  the  primary  and  es- 


sential pursuit  of  i^riculture.  Her  interest  in  the  system, 
I  repeat,  «r,  ia  undeniably  great.  She  will  be  thrown 
back  a  century  by  its  relinquiahment.  What  b  to  become 
of  her  vast  investaients  in  internal  fanprovementa  of  eveir 
description,  if  her  oitixens  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  meatM 
and  the  motives  which  make  them  pnxluctive?  What  is 
to  become,  let  me  ask,  of  the  investment  of  her  people  of 
twen^  millions  in  the  coal  interest,  if  foreign.  Nova  Sco- 
tia, or  other  coal  seizes  upon  and  f^uts  her  markets?  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  might  well  have  remembered 
that  the  duty  upon  imported  coal  was  devised  and  impos- 
ed'originally  for  the  benefit,  and  by  the  representatives  of 
the  "  AiKient  Domlniont"  and  we  have  lu»rd  recently  **a 
still,  small  TOiee"  (which  *'alill,sniidl  voices,"  by  the  bye.  I 
honeitly  reapect)  fhnn  the  coal  regions  of  that  patriotic 
coinroonwealtb,in  the  form  of  two  ably  written  memoriala, 
lying  upon  our  desks,  and  addressed  to  Congress,  praying, 
unlike  their  Senator,  far  the  unflindUng  continuation  of 
the  protecting  duty. 

Emanating,  then,  rir,  as  this  ■ptAiey  has,  in  Pennsylvania 
at  least,  during  her  earliest  days,  and  from  her  people, 
how  is  it  to  be  considered  ezduatvely  benefidal  to  mono- 
ptdiaU  and  ridi  ca}ritaliato^  Gentlemen  appear  to  me  to 
fitaten  upon  the  accidents  of  a  qralem  as  tite  system  itself, 
and  to  appeal  to  prejudice  more  than  to  reason.  Tliia  Is 
neither  a  fkir  nor  candid  conrse  of  argument.  Capitalists 
ape  to  be  found  in  every  occupation.  The  disparity  of 
pecuniary  means  necessarily  creates  them.  Superfluous 
capital — capital  which  its  poascasor  finds  idle  upon  his 
huida,  or  ooprofitably  employed— will  be  anxiously  and 
basti^  embarlEed  in  promising  puratuta.  It  is  certshily  bet- 
ter tor  tiie  general  prosperity  that  it  should  be  thus  actively 
iiaed,  no  matter  how  rapidly  it  may  accumulate,  than  that 
it  should  remain  inert,  aa  a  mere  miser's  hoard.  The  fact, 
therefore,  that  your  policy  puts  it  in  requisition,  brings  ito 
dormant  faculties  into  action,  and  makes  it  a  part  of  the 
common  working  material  of  the  country,  isone  on  which 
the  friends  of  the  manu&eturing  system  may,  and  do  justly 
repose.  The  notion  is  afike  novel  and  unfounded,  tiiat, 
because  modes  of  employing  wealth  arise  from  the  execu- 
tion ofa  law,  therefore  the  law  is  enacted  for  the  benefit 
uf  the  wealthy  only.  If  the  commercial  ayatem,  so  zeal- 
oualy  and  exclusively  sought  by  some,  be  prefisrred,  as  for 
n*any  yeara  it  was,  do  not  your  merchanta  become  appa- 
rently nabobs  and  monopolists?  Senators  may  perhaps 
recollect  Uie  period  when  palaces,  et^uipages,  and  sump- 
tuous splendors  were  enjwed,  if  indeed  they  he  deemed 
enjoyments,  by  no  othkr  dashes  of  onr  people.  Some  im- 
mcDse  landed  proprietors, holing  in  subservience  a  nume- 
rous tenantry,  oockaionally  vied  with  tlie  liixurioua  displays 
uf  successful  tmde;  but  tiie  mass-of  our  citizens,  tiiet>ma11 
farmer8,mechanicsand  laborers,  groped  their  way  through 
life  aS  wey  as  they  could,  humble,  simple,  and  undistin- 
guished. Yet,  sir,  should  I  not  subject  myself  to  the  im- 
putation ofdrawing  an  unjust  inference,  were  1  to  say  Uiat 
tiie  Congress  of  the  United  States,  from  1789  to  1816, 
proceeded  upon  the  and  the  dengn  of  legialating 

oxdusiveiy  to  make  rich  mendiants  and  U^denf  Tb^ 
were  made  rich— their  profession  engaged  the  controlNnr 
partialityt  but  t  am  CiT  from  suggesting  that  what  contri- 
buted to  individual  advancement,  had  no  relation  or  ten- 
dency whatever  to  the  common  good. 

The  capitalist,  Mr.  President,  in  any  general  and  acces- 
sible occupation,  ia  asOoe  to  ten  thousand.  He  alone  can- 
not be  the  objectof  anyUw,  madeinafree  andintelUgent 
country.  The  accident  of  bis  superior  resources  or  op- 
portunitiea  u  neither  known  nor  regarded.  Why  do  you 
create  a  navjr?  CertMnly  not  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ap- 
pointing ofiicers  to  a  fleet.  Why  do  you  organize  an 
army.'  Certainly  not  to  invest  with  ornamental  epaulettes 
and  shoulder  knots  your  generals,  colonels,  and  majors. 
Why  do  you  construct  a  bank  f  Clearly  not  for  the  bene- 
fit of  directors  or  evenatockhddcrs^^These  are  illuiftra- 
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tive,  though  not  precisely  ftiuk^^s  cues.  The  objects 
in  each  are  the  security,  hoitor,  and  interest  of  the  whole 
community:  and  yet  in  each  you  rauit  be  content  to  at 
tain  that  object  in  the  usual  manner— with  inodenti  inse- 
parablct  in  the  nahire  of  things,  from  its  poriait  You 
might  as  readily  attempt  to  bring  the  ocean  under  the  sway 
of  your  stare  aitd  stripes,  without  the  ageacy  ofHulte,  De- 
caturs,  Bainbridges,  and  Perryst  or  to  defeat  your  ene- 
mies on  the  heighU  of  Queenstown  and  the  pUins  of 
Platuburg,  witliout  your  Scotts  and  Macombs,  lu  to  call 
forth  tliewlutaiyenergies  and  independent  powers  of  do- 
mestic industry,  without  moneyed  capital,  contributed'un- 
der  the  pledge  of  your  protecting  policy.  We  Iultc  heard 
much,  an-,  of  the  fifty  Eaatera  monopoUat^  and  the  leven 
hundred  Loui«ana  planters.  Who  would  legislate  fiv 
tbetn^  They  come  to  the  policy  after  you  estiuish  it:  but 
the  polity  neither  goes  to,  nw  is  It  made  for  them.  It  is 
uncandid  and  disingenuous  to  unrie  out  o<Uous  or  unpopu- 
lar phrases  or  epithets,  and  applying  them  to  some  con- 
comitant i»rts  of  our  system,  to  nise  the  cry  of  "mad  dog," 
while  the  immense  multitude,  and  the  universal  (Ejects  it 
contemphtes  and  desires,  are  sUidiously  overlooked. 

Sir,  thehuuMmble  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gbuit- 
ui]  hM  alone  seemed,  though  but  partially,  to  recognise 
the  error  of  their  argument,  by  denying  that  the  operative, 
manufacturers  were  benefited  by  tlie  policy.  He  advan- 
ces one  step  beyond  the  capital'sta,  and  admite  a  derijnt, 
though  be  Routes  its  practical  accomplishment,  of  giving 
resources  and  aid  to  tbe  hundred  of  thousands  of  work- 
men subonUnalely  engaged.  Here,  permit  me  to  say,  the 
reply  is  obvious  and  coAcluslve.  If  they  be  not  benefit- 
ed, why  do  they  steadily  adhere  to  their  occupations,  and 
why  do  thdr  numbers  oomtantly  increase?  Surely  men 
are  not  apt  to  cling  tenaciously  to  •  loum?  business,  or  to 
crowd  toward*  employments  already  injurioualy  overstock, 
ed.  Surely,  rather  than  undergo  the  curtaihnent  in  their 
means  of  subdslence,  the  dow  prt^^rem  towards  want  and 
starvation  described,  they  would  prefer  embracing  the 
generousinvititiona  of  Western  hospitality.and  settle  upon 
these  boundless  and  fertile  lands,  upon  which  only  the 
gentleman  conceives  true  independenee  and  content  are 
to  be  found.  It  is  something,  rir,  to  obtain  for  their  labor 
and  steady  wages  throughout  the  year:  wages  unintemipt- 
ed  by  the  seasonsi  wages  unafiected  by  tlie  fluctuations 
of  weaUier;  wages  paid  with  a  punctuality  almost  exactly 
proportionate  to  tiieir  own  attention  and  desert.  And  it 
is  Bometl)ing>  agreeably  to  the  Wews  of  the  Senator  from 
Smith  Carolins,  to  hare  the  cation  at  least  of  continuing, 
without  incurring  tbe  risk  of  ittter  destitution,  among 
their  A-iends  and  fiuailiea,  in  the  places  of  their  btath  or 
chfNce.  If,  indeed,  tbe  sMumption  be  well  founded,  that 
these  operatives  are  worse  ofTrntb,  than  without,- the  po- 
licy, honorable  Senators  might  spare  their  eloquent  de- 
nunciations, and  suffer  its  downfall  to  be  achieved  by  it- 
self :  a  short  experience  of  its  palsying  effects  would  be 
fallowed  by  general  abandonment,  and  it  would  be  left  to 
die  a  natural  death,  by  those  without  whom  its  existence 
is  imposnble.  Let  me,  however,  add,  that  were  it  even 
conceivable  that  the  policy  should  be  maintained  and  en- 
fbreed  while  its  essential  agenU  suffered  consUnt  and  re- 
newing iiyury,  still  it  ia  broader  in  its  sct^e:  pausing  not 
within  the  narrow  sphere  of  its  workshops,  but  coursing 
into  the  ranufications  of  the  community:  intended  for  no 
particular  class,  but  for  all  society. 

Two  suggestions,  sir,  have  been  ma«le  from  the  same 
respected  quarter,  tiie  Senator  from  TennesKe,  which 
require  notice.  They  are  not  new,  and  liave  often  been 
refuted;  but  their  present  parentage  entitles  them  to  pre- 
sent  respect  1  refer  to  tiie  allegations  that  the  manufac- 
turing policy  ia  accompanied,  first,  by  demortiliztng  effects, 
and,  secondly,  by  dangerous  political  tendendes.  If  either 
of  these  were  true,  the  last  pbce  in  which  I  should  expect 
to  find  the  pdicy  established  oradvocated,  wmdd  he  that 


State— tbe  one,  sir,  whence  I  come — whose  whcde  hiatory 
manifests  an  unremitting  and  sedulous  solicitude  to  pro. 
tect  and  promote  the  moral  and  poKtieal  puri^  of  her 
people. 

file  dreaded  demwalisation  is  anticipated,  as  to  female 
opmtives,  tnm  their  early  and  prolonged  separation  from 
natural  guardians.  The  pnctical  routine,  sir,  is  other, 
wise.  The  erection  of  an  appropriate  Gwtory  in  the 
neighborhood  aflbrds  a  means  to  retain  them  within  the 
reach,  and  under  the  admonitions  oftheir  parents.  It  su- 
persedes the  necessity  of  resorting,  as  has  heretofore  been 
usual,  to  cities  or  birge  towns,  in  the  capacity  of  nurses, 
seamatTPssBi,  or  servants.  1  need  not  depict  tbe  danger- 
ous temptationi  which  always  Muround  the  latter  counei 
the  harodilpa  of  domeltie  senritodei  the  allurements  to 
tboiiglitless  or  depraved  a«0(»Btiimsi  die  unavoidable  risks 
of  charactei\  principle,  and  d^xntinent.  A  recent  illus- 
tration, whose  aptness  must  constitute  jaj  excuse  for  its 
introduction,  fell  witltin  my  own  personal  knowledge,  and 
proves  both  tite  hazards  of  the  former  practice,  and  tbe 
salutary  efficacy  of  the  ime  engendered  by  manufacturing 
establishments.  About  three  years  ago,  tiie  daughter  of 
an  honest  and  lab<»ioua  farmer  of  Montgomenr  ootuity^— of 
Valley  Forge— one  of  no  lem  than  eleven  children,  intel- 
ligent, amiable,and  virtuous,  left  her  family  with  tlie  laud- 
able wish  to  relieve,  by  her  own  exertions,  the  scanty  re> 
sources  of  her  fitther,  and  came  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
in  search  of  menial  empU^menL  The  caprice  of  ma»- 
ter  or  mistress  often  obliged  her  to  change  her  place  of 
abode*  until  she  at  last  unfortunately  enlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice of  a  heartless  and  mercenary  wretch,  who,  with  tbe 
expeetation  extortisy  from  her  tenon  the  httle  earn- 
ings <^herindustnr,~or  from  her  relativet  tbe  reward  of 
silence,  deliberstefy  planaed  the  qtpearances  of  a  larceny, 
and  a  formal  accusation.  He  affected  to  have  been  rob- 
bed of,  I  do  not  remember  how  much — violently  taxed  her 
with  the  crime — and,  with  the  ^ow  of  a  pistol  pointed  at 
her,  forced  a  bewildered  and  almost  senseless  confeauon. 
She,  in  vain,  imjrfored  that  her  brotlter  or  her  parent  should 
be  sent  for:  no  mercy,  no  pity  was  even  affeeted,  until  her 
torturer  presumed  his  abject  attained  by  her  aeknowiedg^ 
ment  of  guilt.  Then,  indeed,  compromise,  cowonwera- 
tion,  repayment,  and  finally  hu^mcmey  to  a  large  amount, 
became  nutters  of  conversation  and  intimation.  Inte- 
grity, however,  had  regained  its  firmness,  as  the  apprclien- 
sitm  of  personal  violence  was  disnpated.  An  affectionate 
relative  came  to  her  aid;  she  steadily  resisted  all  further 
appeals  injurious  to  her  innoceneei  and,  having atated  the 
circumstances  under  which  her  eonfrarion  bad  been  com- 
pelled, she  put  her  persecutor  at  defiance,  and  challenged 
a  public  prosecution.  It  wasinstituted.  On  tbe  trial,  her 
employer  and  his  flhnily  appeared  as  witnesses,  and  mani- 
fested the  most  delUierate  and  persevering  determination 
to  consummate  her  ruin:  but  the  sagacity  a4'ajury  detect- 
ed the  ftdaeliood,  and  the  triumph  uf  truth  ensued.  She 
returned  to  her  rural  home,  after  having  undergone  months 
of  deep  anxiety,  of  doubtlhl  reputation,  of  unremitted  ago- 
ny. During  her  abieticc,  a  fiictory  had  sprung  up  in  nie 
vicinity  of  Iter  humble  birth-placet  and  thither,  sir,  she 
fied  with  deUght,  to  seek  tbe  livelihood  her  spirit  impel- 
led her  to  acqiiiret  away  from  scenes  whose  dangers  she 
shrunk  from  again  encounteringt  and  in  daily  intercourse 
with  those  whom  she  loved,  honored,  and  obeyed!  Tbe 
narrative  exemplifies  a  pervading  consequence  of  our  po- 
licy, totally  at  variance  with  the  speculative  demomhza* 
tirni  so  fervently,  though  unfoundedly,  attributed. 

But,  says  tbie  lionmd  Senator,  your  system  is  fhi^t 
with  tendencies  pmsonous  to  pure  and  independent  poli- 
tics: endangering  or  subverting  the  elective  frsndiise: 
subjecting  tiie  numerous  operaiives  of  your  factories,  at 
the  hazard  of  forfeiting  favor  and  subsistence,  to  vote  at 
elections  as  their  em^t^en  may  prescribe.  1  do  not 
think  the  argument  quite  American:  It  underrates  the 
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monl  chancter  of  our  counttynMn*  and  dnvt »  distinc- 
tion not  wwnnted  by  &ct  ItpmapposMaeitiBenmain 
loddegeiiente  enmifh,  simpler  because  a  manu&eturer,  to 
•ell  his  birthriffbt  for  a  mess  of  pottage.  Would  such  an 
ummption  ba  admitted  as  to  field  or  farming  i&borers? 
Are  they  not  dependent  for  wages  upon  the  goodwill  of 
others^  Are  tbeir  poBtica  not  equally  controllable  by  their 
fears,'  Is  there  a  atandard  for  roeasunn^  American  pub- 
lic virtue  graduated  according  to  the  private  pursuila  of 
life^  The  bonuable  gentleaum,  I  believe,  did  teU  us 
iritat  be  eoacehred  necenary  to  safe  and  Mibataattal  poli- 
tiest  ft  ocf*  freehold!  an  interest  in  the  ami!  and 
he  gravely  enaneiates  his  preference  of  one  Western  yeo- 
mant  with  his  ptoi  of  eartli  to  stand  on,  overa  hundred  ar- 
tificers. It  is  fiiirly  presunwbJe  that,  if  forty  acres  make 
the  patriot,  forty  thousand  acres  will  make  a  thousand 
times  better  oncj  the  greata  the  estate  which  imparts  re- 
publicanism, the  better  the  republican.  I  regret,  Mr. 
President,  to  hear  these  exploded  freeholds  eult^zcd 
fiom  Mich  ft  qiuDter.  I  had  thought  that  I  m'^ht  have 
taken  my  political  creed  from  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
ss  confidently  and  nfkly  »a  from  the  lips  of  any  one.  But 
it  is  otherwise— at  least  upon  this  point.  Sir,  tiiedoebrine 
of  freeholda  is  not  democmtic.  It  was  repudiated  and 
branded  «»  utterly  untenable  by  Mr.  Jefferson:  ithas  long 
nnce,  after  Bonw  signal  struggle^  received  its  dealli-blow 
and  interment  in  Pennsylvania.  We  do  not  allow  tluit 
proper^  confers  patriotism,  ot  that  money  make*  the  nan : 
and  ifMwh  w  the  reasoning  with  which  you  assail  the  in- 
•titutioDS  of  domestic  manufactures,  we  warn  you  that  ^ou 
we  usii^  against  friends  tlie  threadbare  arguments  and  im> 
potent  weapons  of  the  u)d  federal  phalanx — aigumenta  and 
weap<Hu  which  must  in  time  induce  the  belief  that  your 
cause  and  spirit  are  identical  with  tlieirs.  I  put  it,  sir, 
emphatically,  to  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  am  replying^ 
whether,  in  principle  or  in  practiee>  from  tlie  earli^  hour 
to  the  present  day  of  this  Govemnient,  any  one  of  Uie  con- 
federated nsUrs  can  pretend  to  have  surpassed,  or  even 
matched,  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  sterling 
and  sturdy  democracy.  His  candor  nods  assent,  I  per- 
ceive, to  the  justice  of  tlte  pretension.  I  ask  him,  then, 
whether  that  political  poison  must  not  be  an  extremely 
ilow  one  indeed,  which,  in  the  very  central  region  and 
hotbed  of  its  virus,  lias  fidled  for  Any  years-^ratber  one 
bandred— to  niFect  injuriously,  in  the  smallest  pere«vd>lc 
extent.  Sir,  there  are  no  safer  or  nuiKler  reptiblicau 
tbanjjie  German  and  Irish  &miers  and  manufacturers  of 
PewiaylTaoia:  and  permit  me  to  remind  the  Senator  from 
Tenacisee,  that,  as  far  as  the  recent  refonnation  in  our 
Government  be  a  satisfactory  index,  none  are  more  inftex- 
ibly  true  to  their  country  and  its  fundamental  principles. 

Unable,  then,  Mr.  President,  to  consider  the  policy  as 
odiously  selfish,  or  pa  emulating  from  and  exclusively  be- 
neficial to  monopolists  or  rich  capilaliata,  I  rceur  to  its  ori- 
gin and  objects  nationally. . 

How  has  it  become  incorpCH«ted,  almost  inseparably,  in 
our  code  of  legislation?  The  answer  may  seem  to  carry 
me  somewhat  further  tluin  any  of  its  advocates  have  yet 
gone:  but  my  refiections  lead  me  to  the  conviction  that  it 
is  a  leptimate  scion  of  the  revolutioni  tint  the  encounige- 
ment  and  pruection  of  our  own  manufactures  were  ob- 
jects contemplated  by  the  sages  and  soldiers  of  tliat  great 
epoch,  aa  alike  the  proof  and  the  seeuriQ''  of  independence. 

The  power  M>  reguliUe  eommeive,  and  thuato  keep  our 
industry  and  resources  subservient  to  her,  was  conceded 
by  tlie  Colowei  to  the  mother  country.  It  was,  however, 
one  of  the  leading  powers  of  sovereignty,  tht  efficiency  of 
which  wiidvtvcnt  frequent  canvass,  and  to  the  enjoyment 
and  exercise  of  which  they  aimed,  tlie  moment  the  word 
independence  waantteral.  The  design  of  Gieat  Britain 
wan  to  cxtQtt  revenue  on  articles  exported  ttwnee  to  the 
etdoniea  here,  and  which  she  prohibited  tlie  eolomeafrom 
mtm&ctuiinglivtiieiMri^'ea.   Hwee*  indepowlerioe,  re- 


siittanee  to  the  revenue  acti^  and  the  establishment  of  our 
own  fiictories,  were  wmnltaneoua  and  asaociating  ideaa. 

The  miport  of  the  phrase  **toregulatc  commerce,'*  eiii> 
ployed  in  the  constitution,  ceases  to  require  comment  tv 
ehioidMion,  when  we  advert  to  the  writings  of  contempo- 
raneous statesmeni  to  which  I  tu^n,  ntber,  however,  to 
show  the  seeds  of  our  pcdiey  to  hare  been  planted  prior  to 
the  revohition. 

John  Dickinson,  sir,  the  author  of  those  "Farmer's 
Letters,"  to  which  1  have  once  before  called  the  attention 
ofthe  Senate,  penned  them  in  1767,  nine  jreaca  prior  to  the 
dedaraOon  of  independence,  and  wu  a  member  of  that 
aiq^st  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  uf  the 
United  States,  in  1787,  to  which  instmroent  he  affixed  his 
signature.  In  his  "letters,"  and  in  our  constitution,  it  is  not 
unreasonable,  nor  unimpressive,  tofindthe  same  language 
employed  with  the  same  meaning.   In  one,  he  wrote  thus; 

"Great  Britain  has  prohibited  the  manufacturing  iron 
and  steel  in  these  coloines^  without  any  objection  being 
made  to  her  right  of  doing  it  The  hke  right  ahe  must 
have  to  prohibit  any  other  muiufiuture  ataong  ua.  Tboa 
she  is  possessed  of  an  undisputed  precedent  on  that  point 
This  autttonty,  she  will  say,  is  rounded  on  the  origind 
intention  of  settling  these  colonieai  that  is,  that  she 
should  manufiusture  for  them,  and  that  they  should  supply 
her  wKh  materials.  The  equity  of  this  policy,  she  witt 
also  say,  has  been  universally  acknowledged  by  the  colo* 
mes,  who  never  have  made  tbe  least  ol^ection  to  statutes 
fiir  that  purjioset  and  irill  further  appear  bv  the  mutual 
benefita  flowing  from  Itus  lusge,  ever  since  the  settlement 
of  the  colonies. 

"  Our  great  advocate,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  speeches  in  the 
debate  concertung  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  acknow- 
ledged that  Great  Britain  could  restrain  our  manufactures. 
His  words  are  these:  '  Tlus  kingdom,  as  tbe  supreme  go- 
verning and  legislative  power,  ms  alwa^  bound  tbe  cole* 
iiicft  by  her  regulations  and  restrietions  in  trade,  in  naviga* 
tion,  in  manufactures— in  every  tiling,  except  that  of  tak- 
ii^  money  out  of  their  pockets  without  their  consent.*  '* 

in  another  letter,  sir,  he  employs  similar  phraseolo^, 
and  manifests  a  Mmilar  attention  to  the  subject.  Speaking 
ofthe  course  ofthe  "parent  countrj-,"  he  proceeds: 

"  She  made  biws,  obliging  her  colonies  to  carry  to  her 
all  those  products  whidi  site  wanted  for  her  own  usei  and 
all  thoae  raw  materials  which  Ae  chose  facTvelf  to  work 
up.  BcKdes  this  restriction,  she  furiMuIe  them  to  pro- 
cure manuftctures  from  any  other  part  of  tlte  globe,  or 
even  tbe  products  of  European  countries,  which  alone 
couUl  rival  her,  without  being  first  brought  to  her.  In 
short,  by  a  variety  of  laws,  she  regulated  tliis  trade  in  such 
a  manner  aa  she  thought  most  conducive  to  their  mutual 
advantage,  ami  her  own  welfare." 

It  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  the  vast  importance  at- 
tributed by  this  writer  and  patriot  to  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  protecting  manufiutiires  through  the  means  of 
commercial  regulationst  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive 
that  he  treats  it  as  an  essential  ingredient  of  soverrigntyt 
and  it  is  impossible  to  impute  to  him  a  desire  for  tlie  inde- 
pendence and  sovereignty  of  his  own  country,  wliich  did 
not  involve  the  possession  and  exercise  of  tiiis  power.  It 
was  high  in  his  meditations,  and  perlups  equal,  in  his 
eAteem,  to  any  other  object  of  his  labors. 

During  the  debates,  in  the  convention  of  Vit^nla,  on 
thea^U>ptionoftbe constitution, ^iitrick  Henry,  sir,  though 
inflexibly  hostile  to  the  proposed  plan,  acknowledged,  in 
no  unequivocal  manner,  that  this  policy  had  betn  contem- 
plated— had  been  a  leading  and  pervading  inducement— 
during  the  revolutionary  struggle.  Notwithstanding  the 
frequent  and  lucid  assurances  then  made  by  Mr.  Madison 
and  others,  he  warmly  protested  against  the  sy  stem,  be* 
cause  it  did  not  expressly  provide  the  protection  to  do- 
mestic industry,  which  we  deemed  adequately  secured  by 
plain  and  necessary  implication. 
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<*  Let  me  inrorm  the  honorable  gentleman,  said  he,  that 
no  oalion  ever  paid  ite  debt*  by  a  diai^  of  goremment, 
without  the  aid  of  indortry .  Yoii  never  will  pay  your  debti 
but  by  a  radical  change  of  domestic  ecoivuny.  At  preient, 
you  buy  too  much,  and  make  too  Kttle,  to  pay.  Will  thin 
new  system  promote  mamifactuTefl,  infiiislfy,andfrug«Jity? 
If,  instead  of  this,  yotir  hopes  and  dewgns  will  be  diup- 
pointed,  you  relinquish  a  great  deal,  and  hazard  infinitely 
more,  for  nothing.  Will  it  enhance  the  value  of  your 
lands?  Will  it  Tessen  yonr  burdens?  Will  your  looms 
and  wheels  go  to  work  by  the  act  of  adoption?  If  it  will, 
in  its  consequences,  produce  these  tilings,  it  will,  conse- 
quently, produce  a  reform,  and  enable  you  to  pay  your 
debts.  Gentlemen  must  prove  it.  1  am  a  sceptic,  an  in- 
fidel, on  this  point!  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  will  have 
these  happy  cunaequencea.  1  cannot  confide  in  aBiertiona 
and  ullegat  ons." 

These  "happy  consequences,"  Mr.  President,  were 
unattainable  under  the  articles  of  coitfedeiutton :  but  the 
instant  that  the  prcsem  consUtHtion  went  into  operationf 
the  policy  by  which  akme  they  could  be  attained,  was 
fennally  and  expressly  announced,  avowe<^  and  impelled. 
The  preamble  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  by  Wash- 
ington on  the  appropriate  duy  for  every  measure  of  na- 
tional independence,  the  4th  of  July,  1789,  has  been 
already  read,  and  firmly  fixes,  as  one  of  the  corner-stones 
of  American  legislation,  "the  encouragfement  and  pro- 
tection of  domestic  ntenufiictures."  Anliouorable  Senator 
from  Nordi  Carolina  [Mr.  ILucsdm]  indulges  the  supposi- 
tion that  this  disrelished  phrase  was  prOlnbly  introduced 
inadvertently  or  artfully,  and  passed  without  due  considera- 
tion of  its  import.  Not  so,  sir;  for,  by  examininir  the 
statute  book,  he  will  discover,  that  it  was  carefully  re- 
peated, at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  an  act,  approved  again  by  Wasliington  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1790. 

These  remarks  are  not  made  to  establish  specifically 
the  constitutionality  of  the  policyi  an  effort  on  that  score, 
I  leave  to  those  who  think  that  a  doubt  tnay  be  reasonably 
entertained  about  it:  I  go  ftirther,  and  trace  it  as  an  ob- 
ject of  the  revolutionary  contest — a  secondary  one,  if  gen- 
tlemen please— but  a  well  remembered  and  powerfully 
attractive  one. 

Sir,  no  single  State  could  or  can  effectuate  this  system. 
It  involved  then,  as  it  inv<dves  now,  "  domestic  tranquilli- 
ty," "  common  defence,**  and  general  welftre."  Any 
separate  member  of  Hie  Union  is  incompetent  to  it-— a  com- 
mon sovereignty,  whose  enactments  will  command  com- 
mon obedience,  is  »bsolutcIy  necessary.  Local  laws,  while 
the  intercourse  between  Uie  States  remains  free,  could 
Kcromptish  nothing;  a  project  of  bounties  could  lead  only 
to  waateTuI  expenditure;  while  adjoining  and  surrounding 
States,  pumiing  opposite  views  and  counteracting  schemes, 
would  unavoidably  come  into  conflict,  disturb  tbe  general 
harmony,  and  efiecttrally  iindennine  or  defeat  the  policy. 
Our  revolutionary  statesmen  perceived  all  this,  and  pro- 
vided the'onhr  resource — «ucD  a  Government  as  the  one 
wc  enjoy.  If  that  Government  now  halts — if  it  ever  ^lall 
halt,  it  will  fnil  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  the  revolution 
to  their  true  results;  it  will  fiiil  to  achieve  social,  in  con- 
nexion with  politiesl,  independence. 

1  feel  persuaded  that  the  sentiments  wliich  I  have  ex- 
pressed eoincide  with  those  by  which  the  chosen  states- 
men of  our  country  have  Ijeen  antmated,  when  divested  of 
partisan  feelings;  Names,  indeed,  no  matter  how  great 
or  glorious,  sir,  fiirnrA  little  force  to  reasoning.  Political 
infiillibility  is  ascribable  tn  no  man.  It  tends,  however,  to 
make  modern  navigators  in  the  vide  ocean  of  legislation 
more  confident  of  their  course,  when  they  ascertain  it  to 
have  been  approved  by  former  pilots.  Tlie  opinions  and 
conduct  of  many  of  our  most  admired  predecessors  have 
been  sufficiently  dwelt  upon  by  others  who  preceded  me 
in  tbia  debate.   1  sliall  restrict  .my  rcmarlt*  on  tiiis  head 


to  a  few  words  aa  to  the  first  and  the  last  President  4^  the 
United  Btatesrand  tins  I  do  tiie  more  eheerfulfy,  beeanae, 
of  all  the  eminent  personages  iriio  have  adorned  our  an- 
nals, I  solemnly  beneve  these  two  to  have  imbibed  and  vx.- 
liibited  more  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  revolution  of  \Tf% 
than  any  others. 

Of  General  Washington,  little  need  be  said,  beyond  ad- 
veKtrtg  to  the  fact  of  his  being  fiuriy  con^dered  the  prac- 
tical founder  of  the  policy,  by  approving,  as  Execative 
MagiKtratc,  the  leading  acts  of  Congress  of  17S9and  1790. 
He  did  nothing  ao  distiiMrt  and  important,  without  liiU  de- 
hberation,  and  entire  acquiescence;  nor  is  it  pooHile  to 
reconcile  with  his  known  caution,  his  sanctioning  laws,  de- 
claring an  intent  "  to  encourage  and  protect  domestic  msr 
nufacturea,"  upon  any  other  grounds  than  hia  favorable 
judgment  and  feelings.  There  is,  however,  an  incident 
connected  wrtli  his  personal  and  political  history,  which 
leaves  still  less  room  for  doubt  as  to  his  fixed  senUmenta. 
It  is  an  Incident  recorded  wi^in  a  monUi  after  it  occurred, 
in  an  address  of  a  contemporary,  the  late  t^il^iibed 
Cmtf  A.  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  delivered  in  the  a!ty  t£ 
Philadelphia.  At  the  very  moment  v^en  bis  influence 
upon  the  destinies  of  his  country,  and  upon  the  deliben- 
tions  of  its  Lef^slature,  would  be  most  powerful:  when  he 
would  naturally  strive  to  give  to  his  fellow-citizena  the 
plainest  and  most  direct  pledgea  as  to  his  future  course: 
when  he  would  most  boticitously  sttKly  to  accommodate 
bis  actions  to  the  known  principles  and  wifdietof  the  whole 
American  people— at  that  mMBent,  about  to  take  the  oatli 
of  office,  as  the  first  President  imdcrthe-newconalitiition, 
in  New  Ycvk,  he  announced  himself  as  clothed,  thnhead 
to  foot,  in  tlie  produce  and  msnufiu^re  of  Aniertean  in* 
dustry!  Sir,  this  indisputable  fact,  prece^n^  but  a  few 
days  the  action  of  Congress,  is  too  eloquent  in  itself  to 
require  comment. 

Of  General  Jackson  I  have  tomewhat  more  to  way,  be- 
cause of  the  remarks  made  by  Senators  on  both  ndes  of 
this  interesting  and  vital  subject,  tending,  as  1  believe,  to 
produce  impressions  altmrelhercffroAeousand unfounded. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Vit^nia,  [Mr.  Ttmb,]  with 
apparently  peculiar  reference  to  the  representatives  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  upon  this  floor,  has  describ- 
ed a  small  portion  of  the  Jackson  party  as  sepsrating  them- 
selves fvma  the  main  body  on  this  question.  Sir,  it  is  not 
a  party  question;  it  involvMnonew  tbe principhnor  mea- 
sures of  party:  it  is  akin  to  other  high  topics  for  legislative 
deliberation  even  now  befi>re  us.  In  eharitcter,  operation, 
and  result  purely  patriotic.  On  ttiis,  as  on  the  otheia  al- 
luded to,  I  will  take  counsel  from  a  sense  of  national  honor 
and  interest  only. 

The  people  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Prendent,  with  an  on- 
paralleled  nwijonty,  exceeding  fiffy  thousand  voters,  and 
with  all  the  moral  force  of  a  united,  democracy,  placed 
the  President  at  the  head  of  the  Govenweot,  in  gratitude 
to  his  eminent  services,  and  in  relinnce  upon  hii  avowed 
principles.  Th^  were  not  mistaken,  and  have  not  bec% 
disappointed.  Ofhb  aervicei^  known  and  appreciated  by 
all  who  hear  me,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak.  Of  his  prin- 
ciples, in  special  allusion  to  the  policy  under  discussion,  E 
assert,  with  enUre  confldencet  and  will  immediately  prove 
the  assertion,  that  they  coincide  now,  s»  they  coincided 
prior  to  his  election,  with  those  of  the -commonwealth 
whence  1  come.  If,  indeed,  tlie  Senators  from  Mew  Tocfc, 
with  my  colleague  and  myself,  have  sepwMed  from  the 
Jackson  part}-,  we  are  in  excellent  companyt  aaMtciatei 
with  several  repreaentattvee  from  the  sound  avid  ordtodos 
small  States  <ff  tlie  West,  and  cheered  onward  and  led  1^ 
the  chief  himself  of  that  par^;  by  the  chief,  onder  whose 
banners  the  victory  was  accomplished  )  by  the  chief  whose 
poUUcal  doctrines  organized  and  rallied  the  party;  by  the 
chief,  of  whose  conduct  and  praeticea  the-  par^  is  justly 
proud. 

Sir,  tbeBen«torf>o»Tenncaace,[Mr.  Gbvitbt,]  anakk 
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•nddetenniiied  t^ponent  of  oor  polity*  tban  whom  none 
vS  ui  can  pretend  better  to  understand  ttie  enlarged  views 


and  principles  of  the  Chief  Mapatrate.  candidly  confiMaed  obnata  ii^uitic*.*' 


the  truth  of  my  position,  and  regretted  the  difference  of 
opinion  between  himaelT and  hisezaltedfriend.  He  frankly 
read  you  a  letter  written  in  1824,  and  then  pubHriied 
Sor  the  aatis&ction  of  an  eagerly  inquiring  people.  Tiiat 
letter  fumiahed  a  pledge  which  has  mtbt  been  deniedt 
which  haa  bee&  cpiaUy  xedMOMdi  naj,  irt^  his  been 
renewed,  from  tine  to  tim^  with  tlie  ming^  nnceri^ 
and  forbearasce  chanctertstic  of  t)ie  aiao  and  the  public 
iiuwtionary.  Tlieie  lie  before  me  the  three  mesaagea  ad- 
dressed, at  suooessive  aeaaioni,  to  Coogreaa,  by  Preaident 
Jacksoni  «id,  in  confinnatioa  of  what  I  have  said,  I  b«^ 
to  be  indulged  while  I  read  an  extract  or  two  from  each 
of  them: 

Heaa^  of  8th  December,  1839.  **  We  must  erer 
expect  aelfiah  lepslatton  in  otlier  natioiiai  and  are,  there- 
ioK,  canpelled  to  adapt  w  own  to  thor  mrtUaticm^  in 
a  manner  beat  oatoubted  to  aroid  aerieoa  ii^uiy,  and  to 
haniKKUxe  the  conflicting  iiAereata  of  our  agriculture,  our 
commerce,  and  our  manufacturcal" 

**Tbe  general  ruleto  be  applied  in  graduating  the  duties 
npon  arliclca  of  fore^  growth  or  manufiicture,  is  that 
woieh  wiU  place  our  own  in  hSat  competition  wiUi  those  of 
other  couotrieai  and  the  inducements  to  advance  vtta  a 
alep  beyond  this  pout  are  controUiaf  in  'r^pud  to  thoae 
articles  which  are  of  pranaiy  n^eaaity  in*  time  (rf* 
When  we  reflect  upon  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  thia 
operation,  it  is  important  that  it  ahotUd  never  be  attempted 
but  with  tJie  utmost,  caution.  Frequent  legislation,  in  re- 
gard to  any  branch  of  industry,  lafTecting  its  value,  and  by 
which  its  capita)  may  be  transferred  to  new  channels,  must 
always  be  productive  of  haaardoua  apequhtion  and  loss." 

''Looking  forward  to  the  period,  not  far  distant,  when 
a  nnkii^  fund  will  no  longer  be  required,  the  duties  on 
those  articles  of  importation  which  cannot  come  in  com- 
petition with  our  own  productions,  arc  the  first  tliat  should 
engage  the  -attention  of  Coi^reas  in  the  modification  of 
the  tariff'.  Of  tliese,  tea  and  coffee  are  the  most  promi- 
nent; they  enter  largely  into  the  consumption  of  the.  coun- 
try, and  fa&vc  become  articles  of  neceasity  to  all  classes.. 
A  reduction,  therefore,  of  the  onsting  datiea  will  be  fi:lt 
as  a  conunon  benefit;  but,  like  aU  otoer  le^slation  con- 
nected with  commerce,  to  b«  efficacioua  and  not  injurious, 
itshould  be  gradual  aiKicertatn." 

Message  of  7th  December,  1830.  "The  power  to 
impose  duties  on  imports  ori^nally  belonged  to  the  seve- 
ral States.  The  right  to  adjust  those  duties,  with  a  view 
to  tlie  encouragement  of  domestic  branches  of  industt^, 
is  so  comfdetely  incidental  to  that  power,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  suppose  the  existence  of  one  without  the  other.  The 
StiUes  have  delegated  thdr  whole  authority  over  imports 
to  the  General  Government,  without  limitation  or  restric- 
tion, saving'  the  very  incmwidcrable  reservation  relating 
to  their  inspection  laws.  This  authority  having  thus  en- 
tirely pasaed  from  the  States,  tiie  right  to  exercise  it,  for 
the  purpose  of  protection,  does  not  exist  in  them;  and, 
eoniwquently,  if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the  Geneml  Go- 
vernment, it  must  be  extinct.  Our  political  qratem  would 
thus  preiMit  the  anonudy  of  aipeople  stripped  erf"  the  right 
to  foster  their  own  industry,  and  to  counteract  the  most 
sclfislk  and  distinctive  policy  which  nu^t  be  adopted  by 
fbrngn  natiiHU.  This,  surely,  cannot  be  the  case.  Thia 
indispensable  power,  thus  surrendered  by  the  States,  must 
be  within  the  scope  of  the  authority  on  the  subject  ex- 
prculy  delegated  to  Congress.  I  am  well  aware  thattltis 
is  a  subject  of  So  much  delicacy,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
tended intn*e&ts  it  involves,  as  to  require  that  it  should  be 
touched  with  the  utmost  cautioni  and  tlwt,  m*hile  an  aban- 
donment of  tlte  policy  in  which  it  originated — a  policy 
coeval  wttli  our  Government,  and  pursued  tlirough  auc' 
ccasivc  -  adnrinistratiops— ia  oritlier  to  be  expeSed  or 
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deared,  the  people  have  a  to  demand,  and  havo 
demanded,  Ui^  it  b«  so  modified  as  to  cwTCot  abuses  and 


liessage  of  the  «th  of  December,  1831.  *'  A  modifica< 
tion  of  the  tarifi*,  wluch  shall  produce  a  reduction  of  our 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Ooveromeirt,  and  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  duties  on  importo,  with  a  view  to  equal  justice 
in  relation  to  aU  our  national  interests,  snd  to  the  coan> 
teracti<Bi  of  forein  pi^^i  so  ftras  it  mi^  be  injurious  to 
those  interesti.  is  aeemed  to  beone  itf  the  priodpal  objects, 
which  demand  the  conttderation  of  the  present  Congress.** 
Now,  mr,  these  pssaages^  cxtraetea  Stem  the  highest- 
and  mtwt  authentic  evidence  we  poaseaa  of  the  opinions  of 
the  Chief  Uagistnte,  when  fiuriy  considered,  in  con- 
nexion, and  in  reference  to  tus  station,  contain  a  broad 
and  ample  confirmation  of  the  policy  of  encouraging  and 
protecting  domestic  maou&ctures.  They  are  strictly  con> 
nateat  with  the  "Judicious  tariff^*  to  which  he  openly 
proclaimed  himaelfdeddedly  partial  in  1SS4.  Uteyaaaert^ 
unequivocally,  the  doctrine  and  tbe  of  prote&titm. 
They  inculcate  a  paramount  attention  to  great  national 
interests,  and  an  adherence  to  measures  eoanteraotive  of 
any  foreign  system  injurious  to  those  interests;  and  they 
impressively  st^fgeat  extreme  caution  in  adopting  chai^;eai 
at  the  same  time  that  th^  deaignate  imported  articles 
whidi  do  not  come  into  competition  with  any  produeta  or 
fabrics  of  our  own*  as  the  proper  ones  upon  wluch  first  to 
comrncnee  a  reduction  of  die  revemie.  It  b  also  to  bn 
remembtfed  that  any  variation  in  the  tuifT*  irithin  the  paw 
view  of  the  President's  recommendation,  was  always  ac- 
companied with  the  expectation  that  a  surplus  of  revenue 
would  be  oolleeted. 

Beyond  these  jos^  and  wise,  and  candid  priuoiples,  it  is 
ttimece— ry  to  argue.  **  Abuses"  and  **iBjuatioe,**  no  one 
can  ever  suiction  or  defend  upon  this  floor.  It  is  only 
necessuy  to  deagnate  them,  to  secure  any  mo^cations 
by  wliich  they  will  be  eflectoally  arrested  and  remedied. 

'  Sir,  I  have  deemed  it  ri^ly  applicable  to  the  aoope  of 
my  remarks,  and  merely  fiiir  to  me  executive  officer  of 
the  nation,  to  take  this  rapid  review  of  his  recorded  aentW 
ments.  They  are  what  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  could 
-not  but  acknowledge  them  to  be:  and  unite  him,  as  I 
conceive,  in  comnnuion  inlli  Waidungtot^  in  tkna  of  our 
policy. 

The  relation,  Ur.  President  of  the  observationa  which 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  to  the  two  resolutions  before  us,  is  obvious  and 
direct. 

The  first  resolution— that  of  the  Senator  from  Kentue> 
ky — presupposes  the  national  debt  paid,  and  proposes  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  articles  impMted,  as  far  at  least  as  is 
coiinstent  with  the  prindple  and  practice  of  proteeting  the 
great  national  interests  involved  in  domestic  manubctores. 

The  second  resolution— that  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina — proposes  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  cxpoueo 
of  Government,  and  to  abandon,  giaduidly,  bat  co-tainly, 
theprincipip  and  practice  of  protection. 

The  first  asserts  protection,  but  is  perfestly  compatible 
with  modifications  in  detail:  the  second,  in  design  and 
mirit,  repudiates  modification  wholly,  and  insists  upon  en- 
tire relinquiriiinent  It  u  poanble  snd  pnwer  Sor^mf 
one  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  first,  and  yet  feel  at 
perfect  liberty  to  acquiesce  tn  just  and  reasonable  altera- 
tions of  the  policy.  It  ia  impossible  and  improper  for  uqr 
one  to.vote  for  the  second,  who  ia  not  prepared  to  1»  the- 
axe  to  the  root,  and  to  deinolisli  the  entire  edifice  of  pro* 
tection,  to  deny  the  existence  or  salutary  nature  of  the 
power,  in  the  federal  system,  to  pronounce  a  sentence  of 
condemnation  and  usurpation  upon  all  who  have  prMsded 
us,  and  to  Uirow  back  uptm  the  sepsrate  States,  as  unfit  or 
unwottiiy  of  retention,  the  delegated  and  impotant  aih 
thorily  qS  fostering  the  industiy  wT  the  American  peoples 

Beucni^,  ar,  aa  I  do^  that,  whatever  may  huTC.  been 
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tiie  ehmctcr  of  to  otigin,  tldi  Qorernment  utmll^  ena-' 
mtef(  uadcr  the  Ibmu  of  an  adopted  constitution,  from 
the  people  of  the  United  States*  and  is  essentiaOT'  aa  well 
national  aa  federative:  thattiie  powers  to  levy  impoats  and 
to  regulal*  commcree  are  powers  not  merely  ezpreHly 
mntcd  by  Oie  States^  but  are  poweta  without  which  the 
GoTemmcnt  oaght  not  and  cannot  csUe  that  the  grant  of 
tiiose  powet*  vaa  aecaoipamed  with  the  fttU  knowledge 
thai  mej  had  been  uidvcimlljr,  and  would  be  here,  made 
the  means  of  proteelii^  domestic  produee  and  nanu&c- 
tares  from  the  iDjunous  courses  and  incurwiiis  of  other 
countries:  that,  in  fact,  sodi  protection  was  one  of  the 
rooring  obiecta  of  the  rerolution,  of  the  Union,  and  of  the 
•xpUcit  delegation  of  thoae  powers:  and  that  a  p<^y  wan 
prompUy  cstebltshed  in  coufi»wity  wiUt  these  vicwa,  and 
IMS  nnccMnwly  been  ninued.  1  am  onriBin^  and,  co»- 
sMtentlr  mth  my  unaerstanding  of  tha  seoaunal  oath,  I 
am  omhle,  Xa  sanction  the  prupowtion  of  the  gentlenBo 
fram  South  Carolina,  by  which  all  tlus  Is  vittujuly,  if  not 
diredSy,  repudiated  and  denied. 

The  resolutioB  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is,  per- 
hapSf  in  itself  unsatis&ctory.  Prevented  as  we  are  by 
the  ooBstitution  from  niginating  any  revenue  bill,  I  enter 
t»n  some  doubt  aa  to  the  propriety  of  instructing  a  cooi- 
BHfcfeM  to  report  what  we  may  be  oltimaldy  obliged  to 
dismim  aa  out  of  oar  eompcten^.  On  suggestion, 
bowerer,  I  shall  wwt  for  exfrianalion,  giving  my  approba- 
tkm  to  what  is  before  u%  mere^  as  a  resolution  testing  the 
sense  of  this  body  on  a  pfincipie  by  which  our  future  le- 
^slation  is  to  be  governed.  I  prefer  it,  then,  sir.  for  two 
reasons:  first,  because  the  reduction  the  revenue  which 
h  propoees  to  effect  1^  at  least  jirotoiiiVrii^aadprt^Mr: 
and,  eeeondly,  because  it  leares  ue  free  to  oMidliate  and 
ooncede,  upon  stricter  examination  of  tliis  coiiy>licated 
and  multiwious  subject,  in      detsib  of  an  adjustmeut. 

1.  The  proposed  reduction  of  revenue  b  fro  lonto  right. 
Agreeably  to  the  estimates  funushed  by  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  in  his  annual  report  to  Congress, 
the  amount  to  be  raised  from  imposts  for  the  year  1833 
is  #lf  ,000^000.  Supposing,  aa  we  reasonably  may,  that, 
at  the  praent  rates  tf  duUes,  the  eustoow  lor  1833  wilt 
iriddasum  similar  to  the  one  tiiey  are  estimated  to  yield 
nr  1833,  to  wit,  S36,500,(X)0,  there  would  be  an  excess, 
beyond  the  amount  deured,  of  $11,500,000.  But  the 
amount  <^  reduction  to  be  produced  by  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  objects  of  the  rcsuiution,  is,  according  to  balief, 
about  $8,000,000:  leaving  then,  in  fact,  a  surplus  of  re- 
venue for  1833,  not  exceeding  $3,500,000.  I  am  awnre, 
sir,  that  I  exclude  from  this  ciilculalion  the  annual  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  dividends  on 
hank  stoeki  and  I  dp  so,  upon  the  suggestions  and  propo- 
sals made  and  enforced  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

It  is  advancing  pretty  far,  in  relief  of  the  people  from  a 
system  of  impost  duties  which  tb^  really  feel  but  little,  to 
reduce  atone  blow  to  tfie  extent  or$8,0OU,000,  and  to  leave 
for  further  and  more  cautious  reduction  only  $3,500,000. 

The  objections,  sir,  made  to  advancing  tliualkr,  upon 
the  phm  of  the  resolution,  do  not  appear  to  me  sound  or 
valkL  Why,  it  tSBslced,  will  you  diminish  your  taxes  upon 
luxuries,  and  leave  the  necessaries  of  life  burdened'  l  ike 
quesbon  involveB  a  nuslake  in  fret,  applying  to  two-lhu-ds, 
)>erhaps  three -fourtha,  of  the  objecU  on  wTiich  tlic  reduc- 
tion of  duty,  will  operate.  Tea,  coffee,  indigt^  drugs,  and 
some  others,  cannot  be  claised  as  luxuries!  thfy  ought  to 
he  considered  necessaries.  But  suppose  otlierwiie:  Ami 
let  ne  ask  honorable  Senators,  wt&t,  of  all  American  pro- 
diie»,  i4  more  entitled  to  l^slativa  protection  than  a  ne- 
eesssry  nf  life'  And  what  islcsscntiUed  to  it  than  a  mere 
htvitry  f  Admitting  the  ullcifjtjon  tlut  (he  inantifacturcs 
of  i^ighuKl,  or  of  Europe,-are  necessaries  of  life  to  tlie 
AancrMan  people,  are  we  to  be  forever  dependent  for  thi: 
■hsoluta  kiid  CMiitial  ineaiH  of  subsistence  and  eomfort, 


upon  the  laboTy  the  sessons^  ttie  market,  and  tbegood' 
will  of  a  distant  country?  Has,  indeed,  the  argument  coma 
to  this?  Are  we  required  to  gl^back  into  a  worse  than 
colonial  bondage?  to  look  for  the  boon  of  prokingcd  ex- 
istence to  foreign  trade  only?  to  confide  in  riv^s  or  ene- 
mies,  n^,  on  winds  aad  wiavo^  for  the  necesstric*  of  life^ 
Sir,  it  cannot,  it  moat  not  be.  Imposts  and  internal  taxes 
are  easentially  different  in  the  objects  they  are  intended 
to  reach,  and  in  the  rules  by  wUch  their  impontion  is  di- 
rected. The  rule  of  taxing  luxuries  rather  than  the  ne- 
cessaries of  yfe,  is  inflexible  in  any  system  for  raiainf 
internal  revenues  but,  in  drawing  revenue  from  objects  at 
foreign  conHneree,  the  nile  is  reversed,  not  for  me  pur- 
pose of  favoring  kixuries,  Uit  to  shield  from  destruction 
the  native  necessaries  of  1^.  To  say  that  the  dutiable 
articles  are  necessaries  of  Ufe,  preaeota  the  strongctt  paa> 
nble  reason  for  preventing  their  coming  Into  ninous  com- 
petition with  similar  articles  of  eur  own  |powth  or  foma^ 
tion.  If  we  cannot  do  without  them,  we  must  cukivate 
w  make  them  for  ousselves:  and  our  means  of  cuhivatiois 
or  manu&cture  most  be  protected  from  the  undermining 
and  desolating  effects  of  intruave  supplies  from  abroad. 

The  hononble  Senator  from  Soutli  Citrolina  admits  of 
one  excepUoo  to  hiarule  of  free  trade,  in  &Tor  of  article* 
**  strictly  nrcessarr  to  mdlonil  defonce.**  tikould  notthe 
same  breath  which  characterized  the  manufactures  of 
Europe  as  necessaries  of  life  have  sanctioned  another  ex- 
ception? ■  Or  does  he  deem  the  defence  of  the  nation  » 
higher  purpose  than  the  existence  of  the  people  who  com- 
pose it?  Sir,  if  our  country  be  worth  iniubttii^,  it  can- 
abundantly  produce,  witiiin  itself  diielded  fram  exo^ 
interforencc,  all  that  is  requisite  for  the  fife  and  comfort 
of  man.   1  would  disdun  it  otherwise. 

But  wUte  )rou  Qnter  and  protect  the  means  of  produc- 
ing the  neeeuwies  of  lifo,  what  is  the  effect  <^  abolidiing 
the  duties  now  exacted  upon  the  impwted  luxuriea?  Cer- 
bunly,  bring  thoaa  luxuries  widiin  the  pow  man's  reaeb, 
if  be  has  them  not  already;  or,  if  he  has  them,  as  is  the 
case  generally  with  tea  and  coffee,  to  augment  lus  fnnd  fay 
which  to  produee  otiier  artides  of  neceanty  or  coming 
to  the  extent  of  the  before  existing  duly.  To  thst  extent, 
at  least,  be  is  benefited  and  reficTcd. 

But  we  are  told,  the  proportion  stops  too  suddenly 
shwt,  and  contemplates,  nay,  makes  unavtMdable,  a  surphw 
of  revenue;  and  the  oppression  of  drawing  mimey  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people  for  nothing,  merely  to  accunr.u- 
late  it  in  the  treasnry,  lias  been  glowingly  imputed.  Tbi» 
argument,  air,  plausible  and  proper  aa  it  may  seem,  beg* 
the  whole  question  at  issue.  Prove  the  protection  of  your 
muiufactitresto  b«  nottung)  prove  Uic  mtionat  interest* 
of  domestic  industry  to  be  nothingt  prove  social  nidepen- 
dence,  without  which  political  independence  is  almost  a 
shadow,  to  be  notliingt  prove  tliese  notliingis  and  then 
you  may  triumphantly  retain  intlie  pockets  of  the  people 
the  twenty-five  cents  a  bead  which  we  propose  to  devote 
to  nothing.  Bir,  these  nothings  constitute  a  great  equiva- 
lent for  which  the  American  pcc^le  will  freely  and  cheer- 
fully pay.  Fay  twcnty*(ive  cents  each!  Ay,  pay  quad- 
ruple tlie  amount,  and  fee],  as  they  in  really  would 
become,  tenfold  richer  bjr  the  payment. 

The  idea  of  a  surplus  ts  not  a  noveltyi  nor  should  it  in- 
spire alarm.  It  was  long  since  foreseen,  at  tJie  practical 
result  of  any  tnodificatioii  of  the  policy  reasoii;ibly  to  be 
expected,  the  pi-csent  Cltirf  Magistrate,  and  lie  frankly 
laid  before  his  countrymen  a  plan  its  distribution.  For 
my  own  part,  s:r,  wliatcver  modcs-of  applying  it  might  be 
adopted,  i  entertain  no  fears  about  a  fuU,  an  overflowing 
treasury,  wlule  it  eontinue^  sis  now,  under  tlie  control  m 
the  representatives  of  a  prudent,  sagacious,  and  vjrtiwMS 
people,  it  would  be  liable  to  no  mtause  or  perver^on,  to 
which  ordinary  revenue  is  not  liable.  Its  a]ii>ropr!iitian 
must  pass  through  the  same  funns;  be  devised,  deb^ucd, 
and  directed  by  the  same  mcniand  be  protected  under 
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exactly  the  sune  responubilities.  I  cui  readily,  indeed, 
eoncnve  that  a  common  treasure,  locked  up,  if  you  will, 
as  resource  in  sudden  emeivenciee,  might  operate,  asdoes 
even  »ow  the  poBseasion  m  the  public  lands,  to  preaerve 
the  confederacy,  when  mere  patriotism  restncts  its  «ner- 
Ipes  and  virtties  to  tlte  narrow  sphere  of  a  State. 

2.  But  that  which  principally  recommends  the  original 
resolution  lo  my  preference,  is  the  fact  of  its  leaving:  me 
at  liberty  to  concede  any  Just  and  reasonable  modifications 
or  chai^^es  in  the  details  of  the  policyi  which  may  be  satis- 
fikctoril^  desirnated. 

I  am  in6e»blc,  rir*  as  to  nothing  but  adequate  protec- 
tion. The  process  of  attaining  uat  may  undergo  any 
mutation.  Secure  that  to  the  borne  labor  of  this  country, 
and  our  opponents  shall  have,  as  far  as  mr  voice  and  suf- 
fraj^  can  it  to  them,  a  "  earte  hhneluf'  whereon  to 
settle  any  arrangement  or  adjustment  tlieir  intelligence 
ouy  sti^est.  It  might  have  been  expected,  not  unrea- 
sonably, that  they  who  desired  change  ^lould  tender  their 
projelf  that  they  wooli  designate  nfnioua  ^particulars,  and 
intimate  their  ronecUea;  that  they  would  mvoke  the  skill 
and  assistance  of  practical  and  experienced  observers  on  a 
subject  with  wliicli  few  of  us  are  fiumliari  and  point  with 
precision  to  such  parts  of  the  extenuve  system  as  can  be 
modified  without  weakening  or  endangering  the  whole 
^ucture.  The^  have  forbom  to  do  tliis.  "niey  d^nand 
an  entire  demolition.  Free  tnde  b  the  burden  of  their 
eloquence;  the  golden  fleece  of  their  adrenturous  enter- 

Erise;  the  goal  t£Drt  of  which  they  will  not  pause  even  to 
reathe.  I  cannot  join  their  expedition  for.such  object 
An  establi^ied  policy,  coeval,  in  the  language  of  President 
Jackson,  with  our  Government;  believed  by  an  immense 
majority  of  our  people  to  be  constitutional,  wise,  and  ex- 
pedient;  may  not  be  abruptly  abandoned  bv  Congress,  with- 
out a  treacfaeromdepartaire  from  duty,  a  shameless  derelic- 
tion of  sacred  tmstand  eoadidence.  To  expect  it,  b  both 
extimvsnntAnd  unkind.  But  show  us  your  Bckcine:  call 
it  one  of  reveaue  exclusively*  if  you  will;  names  and  epU 
tiicta  are  immaterial:  let  it  accommodate  our  policy  with 
the  new  fiscal  attitude  of  the  nation,  and  with  j^our  wishes) 
and,  for  one,  I  will  give  it  the  favoruble  heanng  and  con- 
aideration  to  which  the  purity  of  jrour  motives  and  your 
alleged  BulTerings  certaiidy  entitle  it.  It  is  not  impossible, 
aiVt  (though  1  confess  myself  a  very  feeble  instructor  un 
this  vast  bunness)  that  some  rational  project  may  spring 
from  sober  and  anafytical  inquiry,  to  reconcile  us  all.  1 
have  heard  intimated  that  new  regulations  la  collecting 
the  revenue  might  make  the  protection  to  manufactures 
even  more  effectual  than  it  now  is,  and  yet  remove  every 
cause  of  complaint.  Let  gentlemen  set  them  forth  for 
candid  scrutiny.  Shall  it  be  by  ex^ctii^  the  payment  of 
duties  iocaahr  By  ft^stem  of  licenses  tuauchoneera?  By 
nbolislung  the  .asseauneot  of  duties  on  imnimiun  values? 
2)eve](q>  the  scheme,  and  enible  us  to  judge.  Do  you 
prefer  attaining  your  purpose  by  spedfic  reductions  of 
iluty?  On  what  articles,  then ^  to  what  extent/  bywhitt 
gndual  decreEise?  All  we  desire,  to  enable  us  to  prove 
our  readiness  to  accommodate  tliis entangling  anddiatract- 
ing  tlienie  of  le^lation,  is,  that  generalities  may  be  relin< 
quishedi  that  an  unconiditional  surrender  to  the  Utopian 
theory  firee  trade  may  not  be  invoked;  and  tlwt  sudi 
modifications  of  the  existing  policy  may  be  chalked  out  as 
will  be  usefU)  to  our  oppouents  without  being  destructive 
to  the  pc^j  itself. 

I  lament,  Mr.  Fre«dent,  having  been  obliged,  in  the 
discharge  of  a  supposed  duty,  to  trespass  so  long  upon 
tlie  indulgent  attention  of  the  Senate.  1  would  close  cheer- 
fully, and  forbear,  in  confbi;iiutf  with  my  original  deter- 
mination, adverting  to  anjr  topic  not  directly  connected 
with  the  subject  of  lUscussiun.  One  matter,  however,  has 
lieeii  iiicidcntaUy  introduced^  and  has,  in  truth,  been  of^ii 
Feheroentlr  uivcd  upon  our  reficction,  as  to  which  I  nugbt 
he  dcemea  a  faitUcsi  Mid  unfeetii^  representative  were 


Ito  abstain  from  expresnng  the  decided  sense andanzious 
sentiments  of  the  patriotic  communis  who  s^t  mc  here. 

Sir,  I  have  noUnng  so  much  and  so  deeply  at  heart,  as 
tlifl  nwlnteoanoe  of  the  baraionjr  sod  pcrpetut^  of  thia 
Union.  Whatever  nay  be  the  cootnuy  and  icteoonbaable 
appearance  of  opiiuons,  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended* 
and  no  ^flerence  can  be  cmtemned,  while  the  pre  serra- 
tion of  our  constitution,  and  the  good  of  the  country,  are 
the  leading  and  paramount  objects  of  us  all.  If  there  bo  f 
any— certiunly  there  are  none  up<m  this  floor — wbo  seek 
to  distract^  peace  and  dissolve  the  bonds  irf"  ourfeden^ 
tive  Govemmenti  wbo  would  pot  at  basard,  in  pursuit  of 
temp«ary  projects,  or  to  indulge  smbitioas  aspirant^  the 
repose  and  institutions  the  republic;  who  contemplate 
change  and  revolution;  I  beseech  such  men  to  extend 
tlielr  forecasting  viuon  into  the  future,  and  to  confront 
posterity.  Let  Uiem  be  warned,  by  anticipating  the  judg- 
me)]t  of  that  tribunal.  The  excitements  of.  the  day  may 
be  gratified:  they  may  delude  themselves  into  the  Jieficf 
that  tiiey  are  labcHing  to  vindicate  the  constitutiol^  or  to 
uphold  the  principles  of  faoman  liher^;  bat  if  they  reck- 
lessly involve  the  Atnerioan  people  in  the  horrors,  uncer- 
tainties, and  fatal  consequences  of  avil  war,  and  of  Wolent 
disruption,  they  must  be  content  to  receive,  as  a  merited 
reward,  an  inunortaltty  of  detestation.  Tbeir  par^  and 
[Mtltry  pretexts  will  be  forgotten)  tbeirrefineddiaeraiina> 
tions  in  theory,  and  tiieir  high-wrought  dedamatioi^  will 
be  fin^otten;  even  th«r  virtuous  pasfitms  wUl  oeaea  to  ' 
extenuate  their  ofience;  and  idl  posterity,  stnu^nria 
vain  to  recombine  the  elements,  aiw  to  rebuild  the  edmca 
of  our  great,  and  glorious,  and  happy  confederacy— amid 
the  desolation  of  perpetual  conflicts,  and  in  tbe  darkness 
of  sectional  bondage — will  doom  them  to  loud,  deep,  and 
everlasting  execration.  Let  no  man,  air,  seek  elevation 
or  renown,  at  the  price  of  tbe  National  Union  and  tran- 
quillity. He  will  never  find  it  FtiSng,  he  must  rank, 
during  life,  amonff  the  few  outcasla  tons  we  have  Jet 
engendered;  and  if  he  achieve  hb  couotry'a  niin,  when 
dead,  tiie  burning  lavn  of  univeraal  hatred  will  roll  bissin|> 
overhisgrave;  and,  though  hke  "the  aspirii^youtil  who 
fired  the  Epheuan  doDoe,"  he  should  Acquire  fame,  it  will 
be  the  &me  of  bitter  and  boundless  abhOTrenee. 


Tvxsoi.r,  FiaaiTABv  28. 
THE  TAfflPF. 

The  Senate 'liaviiig  sgain  taken  up  Ur.  Cut's  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  tarini 

Mr.  DALLAS  resumed,  and  occupied  about  two  houi* 
in  concluding  the  remarks  he  commenced  yesterday* 
(which  are  given  above  entire.) 

Mr.  FOKSYTH  then  took  the  floor,  and  commenced  % 
speech  against  the  resolution.  After  speaking  a  short 
time,  he  yielded  to  a'motion  for  adjouromeDti  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

WxBxzsniT,  FsaaoxaT  39. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  Comauttee  on  Publio  Land% 
authorizing  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  Mid  hind%  WW 
taken  up.  Mid  coondmd  as  in  Committee  of  the  IVfada. 
The  amendments  to  strike  out  the  3d«id  jthaectiaii% 
and  to  strike  out  seventy-five  and  insert  fifty  oenti  tha 
price  per  acre,  were  adopted}  and,  after  aome  icwks  hf 
Messra.  BUCKNEK.  KING,  and  JOHNSTON.  Itwaaow 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rea^ng. 

THE  TABIFF. 

The  Senate  having  ag»n  prooeaded  to  die  q»ecU  order 

of  the  day,  being  Hr.  Cut's  resolution* 

Mr.  FORSYTH  concluded  liis  remarks  ao^ait  the  re- 
solution in  a  speech  of  two  hours;  after  whi«^ 

Mr.  BOBBINS  took  tiie  floor;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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Patent  Offiec-^pporHaiMod  BiU. 


[Mabch  1.  1833. 


PATENT  OFFICE. 

Hie  rcMJution  from  the  Houk  of  RepresentoUw  for 
Tccordinff  patenta  for  uaefiil  inYoitionSi  wu^  on  motion  of 
Hr.  SMITH.  Uken  up  for  conndenttion. 

Vtt.  BENTON  wua  die  Tetolatioa  paved  the  House 
•even  w  richt  weeks  wo,  and  was  of  an  urgent  nature. 
Patentees  lulege  great  loiiei  on  account  of  t£«  delay  and 
diffie^tf  whicn  occur  In  procuring  copies  of  tiieir  patent*. 
Hie  papers  have  not  been  recoiled  for  foTt;^  j^ears;  and 
ttie  filea  mutt  be  overlooked,  in  search  of  each  particular 
paper.  The  Intent  Office,  so  far  from  being  a  charge 
on  the  Goremment,  had  pud  into  the  treasury,  over  and 
above  itf  expeosea^  one  hundred  thousand  (Utllara  and 
npwafdL 

Ifr.  inJGGI.BS  adced  how  tnai^  clerks  were  now  in 
Ifae  Patent  Office,  and  what  were  their  duties. 

Mr.  BENTON  could  not  njr  how  many  clerks  there 
were,  but  it  was  stated  by  the  auperiatendent  that  the  re- 
cords were  forty  years  behindhand,  and  could  not  be 
brought  up  wifliout  the  emplc^ment  of  extra  clerks. 

Mr.  SHtTH  stated  that  tte  number  of  clerks  was  small, 
and  hardly  equal  to  the  performance  of  the  current  bu»- 
WM  oTthe  Office,  without  attendhw  to  the  arrearages. 

Mr.  BENTON  -read  from  the  National  Calendar  the 
names  of  the  clerks  and  their  aalaiica,  and  made  further 
explanaticms.  It  was  never  contemphited,  he  sud,  that 
4ie  Patent  Office  should  be  a  louree  of  revenue)  and,  at 
present,  it  was  one  hundred  and  Area  thousand  dollars  in 
advance  to  the  treasury. 

A  report  on  die  aobjee^  from  flift  Seeretaiy  oT  the 
V^eaMuy,  was  tiiea  read. 

The  renlation  was  Uien  read  a  Oird  time,  and  passed. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wi^BSTER,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
tfke  consideration  of  the  bill  Awn  the  House  to  apportion 
ttie  representatirea  among  tfie  aeveral  States  accotding 
to  the  fifth  census. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  oflfered  the  foUowinr  amendment  to 
die  bait  , 

strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert: 

<■  That,  from  sad  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-dirae,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  composed  of  members,  elected  agreea- 
bly to  the  following  ratio:  that  is  to  say,  one  representa< 
tire  for  every  forty-seven  thousand  persona  in  each  State, 
'eompnted  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  one  additional  member 
Ibr  each  State  whose  fractional  number^  remaining  after 
dinding  its  whole  numbers  by  forty-seven  thousand  as 
aforesaid,  shall  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  persons,  the 
aaid  number  of  representatives  in  any  State  not  exceeding 
onefor  everythirtytiiouBandperaona;  that  is  to  say,  with- 
in the  State  of  Main^  eight)  within  the  State  of  New 
HampdlM  idX|  within  the  State  of  Masaachusett^  thhv 
Aeeni  inlhm  the  State  of  Bhode  Island,  two;  within  the 
State  of  Cowieeticn^  rixt  villiin  the  State  of  Vermont, 
■zt  iri^n  the  State  of  New  Tork,  forty-onei  within  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  seven)  within  the  State  of  Pennsyl. 
vania,  twenty-nine;  wttlun  the  State  of  Delaware,  two; 
wittiin  the  State  of  Mairland,  lunet  wHhin  the  State  of 
*Vllffaila,  twoRty-twoi  witldn  Uw  State  of  North  Carolina, 
fburteent  iritiiin  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  ten;  within 
the  State  of  Georgia,  nine)  within  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
thirteen)  within  thje  State  of  Tennessee,  thirteen;  within 
the  State  of  (Mtio,  twenty;  witUn  the  State  of  Indiana, 
seven)  within  the  State  of  Louis'uina,  fouT;  within  the 
State  of  Mssouri,  diree;  wiOun  the  State  of  Alabama,  six; 
within  the  State  of  Mtoibrippi,  three)  and  within  the  State 
of  lUinma,  two." 

Mr.  WEBBTEB  add  tins  was  w  in^HtHit  and  deli- 


cate queation  for  the  Senate  to  act  upon)  for  it  respected 
the  dupoaition  of  poBtical  power  among  the  States  -of  the 
Union.   It  settled  the  number  of  representatives  from 
each  State,  and  the  number  of  electors  of  Frendent  and 
Vice  Prendent  to  be  asngned  to  each  Stite.    Under  our 
system  of  Government,  dus  was  always  a  delicate  qucs* 
tu>n,  and  to  the  Senate  it  presented  pecuTtar  difRculties, 
since  it  affected  States\whieh  were  here  all  ec[uaUy  repre- 
aented.    Though  it  might  seem  simple  to  assign  members 
according  to  numbers,  yet,  in  this  case,  it  was  attended 
with  some  embarrassment.    The  ratio  assumed  by  tiie  bill, 
as  it  now  stands,  ia  forty-seven  thousnnd  seven  hundred — 
[iving,  when  applied  to  the  popubLtion  of  the  States,  two 
mndred  and  forty  members  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  leaving  fractions  considerably  large.    The  ad- 
ditional seven  hundred  produced  no  relative  effect  what- 
ever.   It  nmther  augmented  nor  dimini^ed  the  number 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  nor  affected  the  nuirtter 
of  representatives  of  any  one  Slate.    Forty-se^-en  thou- 
sand gives  the  same  number,  and  fWmi  the  same  States 
with  forty-seven  thousand- seven  hundred.   The  only  ef- 
fect of  we  seven  hundred  was  to  diminish  the  apparait 
amount  of  unrepresented  fractions.    He  had  emne  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  was  liable  t» 
invincible  constitutional  oUigationa)  but,  before  he  consi- 
dered them,  he  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  inequality  of  the  bill,  «ncc  it  was  impossible  that  any 
individuftl  should  have  a  representative:  perfect  equality 
of  representation  was  unattainable;  but  it  was  the  object 
of  Congress  to  attain  to  the  nearest  poawble  degree  of 
equality.    In  this  matter,  etniality  was  justice.   This  bill, 
assuming  47,700  as  a  ratio,  leaves  large  fnustions  in  Hbn 
small  States;  it  leaves  large  fivctions  in  contiguous  Stakes. 
The  three  Southwestern  States,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and 
MsHSsippi,  had  very  large  frsctions;  New  Hamp^ire, 
Massachusetts,  and  Vermont  had  each  a  large  fraction) 
New  Stney  had  a  veiy  large  faction.    A  little  com- 
parison will  show  how  unequal  the  bill  is  as  to  these 
States.    Massachusetts,  New  Hamp^fe,  Vermont,  and 
New  Jersey  had  51,180  persons  toe  each  represen- 
tative, while  New  Tork  haa  a  representative  to  47,800 
inhabitanto)  New  York  and  Fenn^lvania  had  fkvctions 
amounting  together  to  only  seventeen  thousand.  Ver- 
mont and  New  Hampshire,  with  ten  members  of  C<m- 
gress,  had  fractions  of  sevens-three  thousand.    A  cor- 
rected return  from  tiie  southern  district  of  New  York 
gives  to  that  State  five  thousand  more  inhabitants,  which 
dimin^es  the  disparity  referred  to,  pro  ianio.  Massachu- 
setts, Vermont,  New  Hftmpshire,  and  Nev  J^ney  had 
fractions  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  144,168.  Ano< 
ther  ilhtstration  of  the  unequ^  operation  of  the  bill  was 
this.    New  York  had  two  members  more  tluin  New  Eng- 
land with  a  population  less  by  forty  thousand  tlmn  (bat  erf* 
NewEn^nd.  SixStates, with  110members,hadarraction 
of  only  forty  thousand.    To  those,  if  you  add  North  Ca- 
rolina, you  have  seven  States,  with  a  majority  of  tiie  whtrfe 
number  of  members,  and  a  fraction  of  only  53,000.  Ver- 
mont alone  had  a  A«etum  of  forty  thousand)  New  En^^aod 
had  a  fraction  of  120  or  130,000.   New  Jersey  and  Ve^ 
mont,  with  eleven  members  of  Cong^ress,  had  a  fraction  of 
75,000,  which  was  more  than  the  whole  unrepresented, 
population  of  those  States  whose  members  constitute  a 
majority  of  Congress.   New  England  had  forty  thousand 
more  inhabitanta  than  New  York,  and  New  YoA  had  two 
more  representatives  than  New  England.    Hie  bill  ska 
threw  large  fractions  upon  new  States — npon  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana;  which  States,  btfbre  the  next 
censaa,  will  be  vastly  increaaed  in  ;^opu1ation.    In  many 
other  statements  and  viewa  Hr.  W.  illustrated  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  bill.    He  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  means  of  remedying  this  inequality.    A  just  and 
practicable  remedy  was  to  allow  representatives  for  brge 
fraotions.   Tbe«oostitation  prescra>ed  that  the  rrprescn- 
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littTeidloaldbeapportiiwedatnoii|'tbeae*cnl  States  ac- 
cordiar  to  thdr  population,  meanlnff  af  near  aa  may  be. 
That  there  should  be  a  precise  dimbutioii,  was  impo*- 
vble;  but  it  should  be  as  nearly  precise  as  may  be. 
There  was  no  greater  inequality  in  idlowiiig  something 
more,  than  in  aUowing  aomething'  less  than  a  number  which 
an  aecarate  apportiaontent  would  requiK.  We  move  to 
Mck  the  greiAest  attunable  degree  of  e<iualinr.  It  had 
occurred  to  him  that,  throwing  aside  seren  hundred  as 
immateriiJ  to  tiie  effect  of  the  ratio,  and  allowing  a  repre- 
sentative for  fractions  exceeding  a  mtriety  of  the  ratio, 
would  produce  greater  equally,  and  do  more  justice 
than  any  other  practicable  mode.  The  present  bill  gives 
240  nwmbera.  The  ratio  of  47,000  would  also  give  240 
member)^  while  each  State  wiU  sand  the  same  number  to 
which  47,r00  would  entitle  it.  There  are  fifteen  States 
whose  Aictions  exceed  a  moiety  of  the  ratio.  The  amend- 
ment fixes  the  fraction  to  be  represented  at  25,000:  of  these 
are  fifteen  States,  whose  tractions  amount  to  35,000. 
These  are  distributed  tiirot^oot  the  United  States  with 
a  respectable  degree  of  equality.  There  are  tl|ree  in  tlie 
East:  Hamchusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont.  Four 
in  the  middle  States;  New  Tork,  Pennnlvania,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Delaware.  Pour  in  the  South;  Maryland,  Vir- 
giiua.  North  and  South  Carolina^  Two  in  the  West:  Ohio 
and  ICsaourii  and  two  in  the  SoothwMt,  Alabama  and 
Louin'ana.  It  leaves  unrepresented  no  fraotion  greaterthan 
16,000,  except  that  of  Maine*  which  is  33,000.  It  is  not 
fiir  to  consider  that  as  a  large  fraction  which  &lli  i^ort  of 
a  moiety  of  the  ratio.  The  recommendation  of  the  amend- 
ment was,  that  the  time  would  come,  by  the  natural  ope- 
ntion  of  events,  when  the  old  Statef  must  consent  to  part 
with  a  considetable  portion  of  their  preaent  representa- 
tion. He  confessed  that  Iw  thoi^t  it  an  object  not  at 
present  to  anttciinte  this  state  of  thii^  by  depriving  any 
old  State  of  a  positive  degree  of  power.  He  would  pro- 
pose tte  reduction  of  the  present  number  until  it  became 
necessary.  Between  the  number  240  and  the  number 
355,  aa  tiie  number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, there  was  no  difference  in  principle.  He 
liad  beard  many  aa^  that  the  prindple  of  hif  amendment 
wu  just,  but  that  it  was  fiable  to  some  constitutional  ob- 
jections, which  bad  their  <Higin  in  the  measage  of  General 
Waslungton,  returning  the  first  apptn^nmerit  bill,  in 
1793.  Mr.  IV.  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  prin- 
ciple was  conititutjonal,  if  the  bill,  in  its  whole  ftwne,  was 
constitutiomd.  The  bill  of  1793  was  rejected,  because, 
instead  of  apportioning  the  representatives  among  the  se- 
veral States  according  to  a  ratio,  it  assumed  a  certain 
natnber  of  representatives,  and  dtoibuted  them  among 
the  several  Stttcs,  assigning  to  each  State  Iti  number  of 
Tepresentstive^  without  la^ng  down  the  rule.  Mr.  W. 
here  read  the  passage,  which  objected  to  the  bill,  that 
there  was  no  one  number,  on  division,  which  would  yield 
the  number  of  members  In  this  bill,  and  that  it  allotted  to 
ri^t  of  the  States  more  than  one  representative  fur  every 
thntf  tbouaand,  contrary  to  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution.  There  was  a  strong  ^spontion  on  the  part 
of  Coi^reaB  at  that  time  to  iDcrease  the  number  of  the 
House  m  Representatives.  None  of  the  objections  urged 
in  the  message  apply  to  this  amendment.  It  gives  to  no 
State  a  number  of  representatives  exceeding  one  for  each 
thirty  thousand.  The  objection,  that  there  is  no  one  divi- 
sion which  will  yield  the  number  of  members  proposed, 
does  not  now  touch  the  unendment.  General  Washing- 
ton did  not  mean  such  a  divicon  as  would  divide  the  re- 
presentative numbers  of  each  State  without  haying  any 
remainder.  His  objection,  he  understood,  went  to  the 
fiict  that  tliere  was  ito  e^ual  ratio  applicable  to'  all  the 
States.  If  the  bill  had'said  thete  should  be  one  member 
for  eve^  forty  thousand,  and  one  for  every  fraction  of 
35,000,  It  woidd  have  had  a  ratio  which,  though  complex, 
was  equal  in  its  (^»eratioa  upM  idl  the  States.   He  would 


[SUTXTI. 

defy  any  body  to  find  in  the  rej^ed  bill  what  General 
Wwiington  sud  he  could  not  find — the  principle  on  which 
the  bill  was  drawn;  for  it  was  not  there  expressed.  The 
number  assumed  in  that  bill  was  probably  obtained  by  di> 
viding  the  whole  representative  number  by  thir^  thou* 
sand,  which  dividena  was  then  apportioned  among  the 
several  States.  General  Wa^ington's  objection  went  to 
this  extent,  and  not  further,  that  the  bill  seemed  to  apply 
no  uniform  principle  to  all  tiie  States,  fas  he  could  bid  no 
division  which  wotdd  mart  out  the  same  results.  How, 
then.  Was  the  amendment  unconstitutional?  The  consti- 
tution looked  to  a  division  as  equal  as  posmble,  and  he  be> 
lieved  that  the  proposition  was  strictly  conformable  to  the 
constitutional  requirement.  He  would  now  make  some 
suggestions  which  would  satisfy  the  Senate  that  the  bill,  in 
its  present  form,  waa  unconrntutional.  It  was  a  mere 
mathematical  question.  The  constitution  smthat  <*  re- 
presentatives and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  States  according  to  their  respective  numbers!^ 
These  two  hundred  and  forty  members  were  not  appor- 
tioned according  to  the  respective  numbers  of  the  States. 
The  members  from  ea^h  State  should  have  the  same  pro* 
portion  to  the  whole  number  of  members,  as  the  popula- 
tion of  the  State  bears  to  the  population  of  the  United 
States.  The  whole  representative  popuUtion  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  11,933,483.  -  The  bill  proposes  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  members.  Let  us  apply  the  rule  to  the 
bill;  as  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  is  to  two 
hundred  and  forty  members,  so  should  the  population  of 
New  York  be  to  her  forty  members.  But,  according  to 
thn  proportion,  New  York  would  be  entitled  to  but  thir« 
ty-eight  members.  It  is  evident  that  what  New  York 
gains,  other  States  must  lose.  Suppose,  instead  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  members,  it  was  a  tax  of  240,000  did* 
lars,  to  be  assessed  upon  die  several  States;  would  you  put 
forty  thousand  dollars  on  New  York,  when  her  fair  pn^ 
portion  was  only  thirty-eiglit  thousand? 

Ur.  W.,  after  some  further  observations,  touching  the 
unequal  operation  and  the  unconstitutional  character  of 
the  bill,  moved  that  it  lie  on  tlie  table.  At  the  same  time 
he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  it  up  on  Monday  nest, 
even  at  the  risk  of  breaking  in  upon  another  important 
debate.  Several  State  Legislatures,  now  in  sesnon,  were 
waiting  for  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

FaiDAT,  MincH  3. 

THB  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Mr.  Clav's  reaaluti<Hi,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Hathc 

Mr.  ROBBINS, ofRhodelaUnd, rose,  andaddresaed the 
Senate  as  follows: 

The  question  before  us,  aa  I  take  it,  is  one  of  expediency. 
Is  it  expedient  to  give  to  the  industry  of  the  country  tlte 
market  of  the  country,  by  means  of  protecting  duties,  in 
preference  to  kaving  that  market  open  to  the  equal  com- 
petition of  foreign  jMustry  without  restriction ) 

I  know  it  has  neen, urged  here,  and  much  inusted  on 
elsewhere,  that  the  expediency  is  not  the  only  quettiont 
that  a  prior  and  paramount  question  is,  has  Congress  the 
power,  the  constitutional  power,  to  do  this? 

It  is  not  denied  that  Congress  has  churned  and  exerdsed 
this  power,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government 
to  this  hour;  that  it  is  now  in  practical  opcrution;  and  that 
never,  till  since  1828,  has  it  been  seriously,  tf  at  oil,  ques- 
tioned, by  any  party^  at  any  time. 

There  arc  two  or  three  reneotiona,  which,  if  duly  weigh- 
ed, I  should  think  would  satisfy  erety  reflecting  mind  that 
Congress,  in  exercising  .this  power,  baa  not  usurped  un- 
delegated power. 

If  the  power  of  taxation,  ad  UUiuat  m  amount,  be  in 
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Con^ss,  the  exercise  of  that  power  must  be  discretion- 
uy  with  Congress;  and  whether,  in  any  giren  instance,  it 
Bball  be  exercised,  ar  to  wl»t  extent  it  shall  be  exercised, 
must  always  be  m  question  of  expediency,  and  nerer  can 
be  a  qucition  of  constitutional  right  Now,  the  power  of 
taxation  is  expressly  giren  to  Congress,  and  giTen  without 
limitation  as  to  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  ruaed  by  i^L 
That  amount  is  left  to  tiie  discretion  ofConrress. 

Again:  The  regulation  of  commerce  with  roreign  nations 
is  expressly  given  to  Congress,  and  given  without  restric- 
tion. Now,  a  tariff  of  duties  on  imports  is  strictly  and 
Ltendly  a  regulation  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations; 
and  whether  thai  tariff  shall  be  higher,  or  lower,  or  what 
it  shall  be,  must  be  a  question  of  ezpediencyi  and  cannot 
be  a  q^tication  of  constitutional  right 

Besides,  this  power,  as  has  been  well  stated,  and  abl^ 
argued  by  the  honorable  ^ntleman  from  Tennessee,*  is 
essential  to  national  sovereignty;  and  to  deny  it  to  our  Go- 
vernment, would  be,  so  fur,  to  lay  our  country  prostrate  at 
the  feet  of  ever^  other  sovereign^  in  the  wond.  If  all 
other  sovereignties  could  wield  tiua  power  agunstua,  (as,, 
undoubtedly,  they  can,  and  do.)  andwecouH  notwieldit 
agunst  them  in  self-defence  but  the  nipposltion  is  intole- 
rable, and  I  will  not  carry  oat  the  idea,  and  depict  the  con- 
sequences. 

For  what  American,  justly  proud  of  his  nation,  could 
brook,  for  a  moment,  the  idea  or  acrippled  and  subordinate 
sovereignty,  that  could  not  meet  any  other  and  every  other 
national  sovereignty,  with.power  against  poweti  with  pre- 
rogative against  prerogmtive,  aa  aa  equal'  National  sove- 
reignties, whatever  may  be  tiie  form  ofthe  National  Govern- 
ment, have  all  the  same  attributes;  otherwise,  they  would 
not  ba  equal  and  independent  sovereignties.  God  forbid 
that  this  Government  should  ever  admit  the  idea,  or  act 
upon  the  idea,  of  being  an  inferior,  and,  therefore,  a  de- 
graded sovereignty!  If»  then,  you  admit  (and  who  will 
deny  It})  that  our  Government  may  exert  this  power  against 
otiier  Governments,  to  vindicate  ourequalandjuat rights, 
you  give  up  the  whole  controversy;  for  then  you  admit  tiie 
existence  of  the  power  in  the  Government  The  power 
being  admitted,  its  exercise,  in  all  cases,  tttust  be  regu- 
lated by  the  discretion  of  Congress. 

How,  tiien,  1  ask,  can  it  be  contended  that,  in  exercis- 
ing this  power,  Congress  has  usurped  undelegated  power? 

If,  instead  of  saying  this,  you  vary  your  language,  and 
say  that  Congress,  in  fix\]}g  a  tariff  of  duties  on  imports, 
witli  a  view  to  protection,  has  abused  discretionary  power, 
it  brings  the  inquiry  precisely  to  what  I  stated  it  to  be — an 
inquirjF'  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  protecting  policy. 

And  let  it  be  recoUfcted  that  the  question  ianot,  whether 
a  new  policy,  and  lutherto  unknown  to  the  Government, 
shall  now  be  adopted;  but  whether  a  policy,  coeval  with 
the  Government  itself,  which  has  now  been  pursued  for 
forty  years  and  upwards,  and  with  a  gradually  increasing 
intensityi  which  u  now  in  the  full  tide  of  experimenti  with 
which  interests,  almost  too  vast  to  be  calculated,  and  hard- 
ly to  be  conceived,  have  grown  up  and  are  interwoven, 
and  on  which  Uicy  are  dependent — the  question  now  is, 
whetlier  tliia  policy  shall  be  continued,  or  shall  be  aban- 
doned. Though  this  Is  really  tiie  question  }■  though  these 
conslderutions  carry  witli  them  an  imposing  weight  towards 
settling  this  question;  yet  I  am  not  willing  to  rest  it,  and 
leave  it  to  be  decided  on  the»c  conslderationa:  fur  1  am 
convinced  tliat  tiie  policy  is  the  true  policy  of  this  country ; 
and  Uiat,  if  it  had  never  been  adopted,  it  ouglit  now  to  be 
adopted ;  that  wc  are  invited  to  it  oy  other  conuderations, 
tliat  arc  irresistible. 

Witli  your  indulgence  I  will  attempt,  as  briefly  as  I  can, 
to  lay  before  you  the  grounds  of  that  conviction.  In  a  mul- 
t.farious  and  extremely  complicated  question,  as  one  in- 
volving efiecta  immediate  antl  remote,  direct  and  conse- 

•  Sir.  QniuiT- 


quential  of  a  scheme  of  national  policy,  must  be,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say  enough  for  demonstration,  without  saying  too 
much  for  patient  attention.  I  will  endeavor,  however,  to 
do  the  one,  andtoavwd,  if  possible,  doing  tiieAtber.  Per* 
mit  me  to  prenuse  a  fiew  remarks. 

We  have  a  great  country,  poateaaing  great  natural  re> 
siourcesyet  to  be  developed,  and  a  people,  of  all  others,  the 
best  fitted  to  develop  them — a  nation  of  freemen,  animated 
with  the  spirit,  and  possessing  all  tiie  energies  of  freedomt 
reniarfcable  for  their  intelligence,  their  activity,  and  their 
enterprise;  sagacious,  inventive,  and  fertile  in  resource* 
prompt  and  bold  in  adventure;  ardent  and  indebtigable 
in  pursuit.  They  are  a  hive  without dronesi  allareactive, 
all  on  the  wing,  evei^  where,  and  ransackii^  every  field 
that  promises  profit*  inacountry,too,  where  no  mmtmain, 
no  perpetuities,  prevent  alienation  and  check  cireuIJAionf 
where  the  accumulatians  of  one  generation  are  brakes 
down  in  the  next  by  distribution;  where  every  new  gene- 
ration is  made  up  of  individuals  tiirown  upon  th»rown  re- 
sources to  make  their  way  in  the  world  fur  themselve«| 
where  there  is  no  passport  to  distinction  but  eminent  merit, 
and  where  that  is  an  infidlible  passport;  where  the  first 
abilities  and  the  ht^est  virtues  connected,  whatever  may 
be  thor  birth,  vintTicate  their  way  to  the  firat  places  in  so- 
ciety— ^to  the  highest  hoiu>ra  ofthe  nation. 

Now,  what  are  thme  natural  resources  to  be  developed 
by  this  people,  so  fitted  to  develop  tiiem  ?  Tliey  are  manyt 
a  few  only  of  the  more  prominent  need  now  be  indicat- 
ed. There  is  the  capital  in  our  domtun  and  its  frrtilityi 
in  its  mineral  treaniru,  not  yut  fiitty  explored,  but  show- 
ing themselves  in  parts  all  over  our  countty,  and  houndlcaa 
in  extent;  its  means  of  artificial  power,  by  water  and  by 
steam,  also  boundless,  and  every  where  dinuaed]  a  domain 
more  immcnseand  more  valuable  than  ever  was  possessed 
before  by  any  other  people;  a  domain  that  combines  (he 
elements  of  a  world  within  itself;  and  when  it  shall  be  fill- 
ed up  with  its  happy  millions,  when  all  its  faculties  shall 
be  unfolded,  will  rival  £urope,  will  not  be  less  in  num- 
bers, and  will  be  fiir  superior  m  condit^^n.  If  our  ener^ 
gies  are  directed  by  our  true  policy,  the  rising  generatiea 
will  not  all  bare  passed  away  before  these  things  come. 
The  infant  born  to-day  may  live  to  see  that.  Add  to  all 
this,  our  phyucal  resource  in  the  labor  of  our  great  and 
growing  population,  aided  by  their  peerless  mental  ener- 
gies. I^abor — here  lies  the  lourceof^ all  wealth;  this  is  the 
mine  of  all  nunes  to  work  for  its  production,  for  its  issuea 
are  unceasing  and  inexhaustible.  'I'o  open  and  fully  to 
devek»p  thia  resource  is  to  strike  ufSon  tlie  fiiuntain  of  nsp 
tional  weahht  to  open  the  spriii^-hcad  uf,  and  to  realize, 
the  fabled  Pactolus,  whoso  copious  and  unfailiny  stream 
was  a  stream  of  golil.  Nothing,  nodiing  is  so  omnipotent 
in  producing  national  wealth  as  Uie  labor  of  a  nation  profita- 
bly directed  and  fully  developul. 

We  shall  all  agree,  1  suppose,  tliat  it  would  be  benefi- 
dal  to  the  coup  try  to  have  oM  her  resources  fully  develi^Kdt 
that  the  policy  which  would  have  this  effect  is  her  true 
policy;  that,  if  it  be  the  only  poUcy  that  could  have  this  ef- 
fect, it  would  be  unwise  not  to  adopt  it;  and  tha^  if  the 
protecting  be  that  very  pdicy,  it  ought  to  be  continued- 
Wliat,  then,  is  the  natural  and  necessary  operation  ofthe 
protecting  policy  ? — I  mean  if  it  be  effectively  followed  out 
according  to  its  principle,  and  to  the  extent  uf  its  principle. 

Its>primar>'  efiect  is  to  give  to  tiie  country,  in  time,  sod 
rapidly,  too,  abodyofmanulscturcscqual  to  the  supply  of 
the  demand  for  all  the  wants  of  all  the  country;  and  beyond, 
for  exportation  to  other  countries,  to  an  indefinite  but  vety 
great  ajQount.  Already,  though  we  are  but  in  the  in&n^ 
uf  this  policy,  our  export  of  manu&cLures  stands  next  is 
importance  to  the  export  of  tobacco,  and  that  is  next  in 
importance  to  eottmi:  cotton  stands  firat  The  exportsof 
m:tnufactures,  proceeding  as  tiiey  have  hitherto  procMded, 
will  soou  exceed  in  value  Uiat  of  tdMcco.  Perbapsitwitt 
.  not  soon  rinl  in         the  export  of  cottoot  but  if  the 
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policy  be  not  arrcBted,  the  day  it  coming  when  it  will  not 
onljr  rini*  but  aurpais  in  value,  the  czpwt  of  cotton,  and 
Hand  at  the  head  of  our  export  comnierce.  Let  not  thia 
idea  be  bought  eztrftvagant.  Look  at  the  export  cbm- 
iDerceof  Engund;  Tsst  as  that  is,  nine-tenths  of  itianiade 
up  of  their  manu&ctures,  acquired  by  thta  rery  policy. 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  we  could  hare  this  body  of 
nanufactures  without  this  policy?  Pray, reflect ibranio- 
nen^  that,  when  the  late  war  and  doub'le  duties  secure^ 
to  the  industry  of  the  country  the  market  of  the  country 
fer  the  supply  of  manafiwturea,  they  ^rui^  op  on  all  sde^ 
aa  it  were,  by  enchftntOMnt.  ButwhenAewaranddouble 
duties  terminated,  they  wtnt  down  at  once,  and  would 
liave  gone  down  forever,  but  forthe  tariff  of  1816|  illustrat- 
ing the  prodirious  effect  of  complete  protection,  and  the 
prodigious  difference  between  that  and  protection  that  is 
incomplete,  and  only  judicious,  as  it  is  calledt  and  iMiistrat- 
^gt  ^oOf  tile  necessity  of  protection  to  gi?e  birth  to  manu- 
ftctnres.  In  a  country  witliout  manufikctures,  what  man, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  worid,  would  embark  and 
hazard  nia  fortune  in  the  undertaking  to  begin  them,  against 
the  equal  competition  of  other  countries,  possessing  every 
advantage  over  him,  and  ready,  and  witling',  and  interest- 
ed, tocrush  the  attempt?  It  would  be  fotty  to  think  of 
it,  for  it  would  be  inevitable  ruin.  In  what  instance,  in 
modem  and  recent  times,  I  would  ask,  has  any  nation  ever 
acquired  manufacturing  riches  withoirtaprotectingpolicy? 
"Vrby,  tiie  thing  is  impos»bIe{  in  theliature  of  things,  it 
cannot  be.  Since  1816^  our  manu&ctures  have  increased 
as  the  anbsequent  tariffs  have  inareosed  the  degree  of  pro- 
tection! snd  now  they  are  advancing  with  rapid  stridea. 
We  have  these  manufacturing  riches,  then,  by  meana  of 
this  policy;  and  without  it  we  cannothave  them. 

Now,  consider  tliat,  by  acquiring  tlicse  manufactures, 
we  have  acquired  a  new  and  almost  boundless  field  fwr  the 
profitable  employment  of  capital,  made  profitable  to  the 
owner  by  employing  the  labor  of  the  country,  in  giving  a 
new  value  to  the  products  of  the  country.  Wh>'  is  com- 
nien«  beneficial  to  the  country  ?  and  wliy  is  It  protected  at 
such  an  immense  expense  as  it  ii?  It  creates  notningt  it  only 
exchanges  what  has  been  created.  It  is  beneficial,  because 
and  only  because,  it  gives  profitable  employment  to  capital, 
and  because  that  employment  gives  employment  to  the 
labor  of  the  country.  Now,  wliatever  the  relative  profits 
in  capital  maybe  in  those  two  employments,  (which  must 
dependon  times  and  circumstances, )  it  is  certain  that,  in  the 
employment  of  labor,  the  capital  in  manufactures,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount,  far  outstrips  the  capital  in  commerce. 

Now,  can  the  different  fields  of  business  for  the  profit- 
able employment  of  capital  and  labor  be  too  much  multi- 
plied in  a  country,  for  the  good  and  prosperity  of  the 
country?  Is  it  not  for  the  good  of  the  country  that  all  its 
lowing  capitul  should  be  profitably  employed  in  the  buu- 
nesB  of  the  country,  and  should  mre  the  means  of  pro- 
fitable employment^  And  is  not  the  aeqttintion  of  every 
such  new  field,  to  the  extent  of  that  field,  a  gain  to  the 
country  ? 

Consider,  again,  the  demand  which  these  manufactures 
make  for  ttie  labor  of  the  country^  and  the  effect  of  titat 
labor  in  improving  the  condition  of  t\ii  laboring  classes, 
and  in  producing  and  augmenting  the  national  wealth. 
Are  the  laboring  classes  of  tliis  nation  few  in  numbers? 
In  numbers,  the;  &r  exceed  alt  other  classes  put  together. 
Is  it  no  recommendation  of  thia  policy  that  it  make»them 
happy,  while  they  make  th«r  country  ricli? 

'riiia  policy,  then,  will  give  us  these  manufactures  as  its 
primary  effect.  Now,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this  effect — 
the  effect,  I  mean,  of  manufactures?  In  the  first  place,  it 
will  be  to  create  a  market  for  our  agricnlture,  and  that 
s?c;ircd  to  our  a-^ricuhnre  liy  the  same  policy — a  market, 
the  niagmtdde  and  eir..  ct  of  wliich  thusu  who  have  not 
reflected  iipon  tiie  subject  can  have  no  adequate  idc-a;  a 
muket  sufficient  ftn*  all  our  agritiQltnre  w  it  now  is,  aiid 
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all  -it  may  be  hoeaftsr;  a  market  not  confined  to  the  sea- 
board, and  a  iiew  ports*  but  diffused  all  over  our  country, 
wherever  there  is  a  vaterfidl,  wherever  there  is  a  bed 
coal,  vhcrcver  coal  may  be  water4>orne}  a  market  that, 
with  the  factlitiea  of  tntercomnunication  which  the  country 
may  have,  and  ougtit  to  have,  will  be  brought,  as  it  were, 
to  every  man's  door.  If  you  doubt  the  magnitude  of  thu 
market,  do  but  reflect  upon  the  demand  they  create  upon 
your  agriculture,  your  crops,  your  flocks,  your  mines,  and 
other  agricultural  treasures,  for  furnishing  tlie  raw  mate- 
rial of  todr&bricit  and  then  for  the  supply  of  tiiewantsof 
the  wbfde  auunifaeturing  population;  not  stinted  in  their 
consumption  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  because  not  stinted 
in  their  means  to  afford  thcmt  and  you  will  doubt  no 
longer.  1  should  hope  the  honorable  gcutleman  fivm  Geor- 
gia would  no  l<»iger  doubt.  Wherever  manufactures  are 
planted,  they  change  the  face  of  nature  and  the  condition 
of  the  whole  surrounding  fsountxy,  uk)  by  means  of  the 
market  Ibey  create. 

A^  the  agriculturists  witliin  the  sphere  of  those  mar* 
kets  to  give  uj>  this  policy — ^you  might  as  well  ask  Uiem 
to  ^ve  up  their  freehokUt  you  might  tear  tlicin  from  the 
one  as  easily  as  the  otlieri  and  those  of  us  who  repcuacnl 
tliem  here,  be  assured,  are  far  behind  them  in  zeal  fur  iti 
continuance.  Why  is  it,  tliat,  as  manufactures  Iiave  mul- 
tiplied, and  extended  themselves,  this  pohcy  has  gained 
friends,  and  particukrly  with  the  agricultural  population? 
It  is  becMisfe  th^  have  been  made  to  fed  its  benefitsj  it 
has  made  nros^tes  by  conferring  benefits.  They  sea 
tliese  aianunctures  putting  every  thing  in  motion  around 
them,  evoking  and  evolving  all  the  donnant  energiea  of 
place  and  society  i  the  old  and  the  young,  females  as  well 
as  males,  all  employed;  it  is  one  scene  of  universal  acti- 
vity. With  the  dawn  of  the  sun  the  busy  scene  begins, 
nor  is  the  sun  more  constant  in  his  course,  nor  more  re- 
gular in  his  return  to  it,  tlian  they  in  and  to  tlicirs;  con- 
tented, animated,  and  happy,  their  guns  make  their  hibors 
and  the  whole  surtounding  country  rings  with  joy. 
For  much  <^  our  agriculture  it  makes  the  only  market  it 
can  have;  for  all  that  produce,  for  instance,  tliat  must  be 
consumed  at  or  near  the  place  of  its-  growth.  For  all  tliat 
which  admits  of  transportation  and  exportation,  this  poli- 
cy, young  as  it  is,  has  already  made  tliia  country  a  greater 
Mid  better  market  than  all  the  world  beside,  except  lor 
Uie  articles  of  tobacco  and  cotton.  For  cotton  it  affords 
a  better  market  than  any  other  country  in  the  world,  ex- 
cept England)  it  idtbrds  a  better  market  than  England  did 
flfteen  years  ago;  and  in  fifteen  years  hence  it  will  afford 
a  better  market  than  England  now  does.  So  late  as  1819, 
our  whole  export  of  cotton  was  but  87,000,000  lbs.  The 
consumption  by  our  manufactures  now  is  78,000,000  lbs. 
Ttiis  country,  by  means  of  thia  policy,  is  rapidly  making 
fbr  itself,  and  witliin  itself,  a  market  equal  to  Uiat  of  aU 
Europe.  I  mean,  however,  if  it  be  uded  by  making  and 
completing  the  fkcilities  of  iiitercommuiucation  of  which 
the  countiy  is  susceptible.  The  great  evil  of  our  situation 
arises  from  what  is  its  great  advantage — the  immensity  of 
our  domain,  and  our  dispersion  over  it.  These  improve- 
ments would  remove  this  evil,  and  leave  tliis  advantage 
unmixed.  Then,  with  all  the  advantages  of  our  expand- 
ed domain,  we  ^lould  have  united  all  tiic  advantages  of 
condensationand  neighborhood.  But,  without  this  puhcy, 
we  cannot  have  these  manubctures;  and  without  these  ma* 
nufactures,  we  cannot  have  this  market;  and  without  this 
market,  we  cannot  have  these  fuc  litics;  or,  if  tvc  could 
have  them,  they  would  be  no  object.  The  stock  in  them 
vt-ould  be  unprofitable;  it  would  make  no  dividenda;  it 
would  be  a  dead  capital.  The  cause  of  this  policy,  then, 
and  the  cause  of  these  improvements,  is  one  and  the  same 
cutiset  they  stand  or-tliey  fidl  together.  But  tlic  West  is 
told  tliat  it  13  a  delusion  on  tlicir  part  to  believe  this;  that 
this  policy  is  not  necessary  to  tlicse  improvements;  and 
tiiat  tbey  may  have  the  improfementsjrithout  the  poLcyt 
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and  told  thii  by  the  foes  of  both.  Why  not  tell  them  they 
may  have  life  vrilhout  blood,  and  iti  drculation?  The  one 
'»  just  as  feanble  as  the  other,  and  just  aa  probable. 

Of  all  the  strange  ideas  thrown  «it  in  this  debate,  the 
most  strange,  according*  to  my  ajiprehennon  of  the  lact, 
was  the  supposed  tendency  of  this  policy  to  diminish  oar 
commerce,  and  particulariy  the  foreign.  I'he  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  while  he  lamented,  or  affect- 
ed to  lament,  the  decline  of  our  foreign  commerce,  ad- 
mitted the  great  increase  of  the  revenae  paid  by  that 
commerce,  and  built  i^on  that  very  fact  lus  plan  for  its 
permanent  reduction.  If  our  forei^  commerce  is  really 
dying  of  a  i^onsumption  by  this  pohcy,  why,  the  revenue 
win  die  with  it,  and  we  may  dispense  with  our  fears  of  hav- 
ing too  much,  and  change  tbem  to  fears  of  having  too  little. 
This  policy,  if  foreign  commerce  is  perishing  by  its  wi- 
thering blast,  will  dry  up  that  source  of  revenue,  and  leave 
as  to  look  to  other  sources  for  its  supply.  But  the  truth 
U,  that  it  does  not  diminish  our  foreign  commerce!  the 
truth  is,  it  augments  that  commerce]  tiie  truth  is,  that  tliis 
policy  tends,  beyond  all  other  means  that  ever  were  de- 
vised by  the  wit  of  man,  to  augment  that  commerce.  I'he 
effect  is  not  immediately  so  visible  in  the  tonnage  em- 
ployed (thoug1\  the  effect  is  ultimately  very  great)  as  in 
the  increrifled  vahie  of  that  commerce.*  This  policy,  in 
tiie  first  place,  by  creating  manufactures,  creates  a.  do- 
mand  and  a  commerce  for  the  foreign  supply  of  materials 
necessary  to  their  fiJirici^  infinitely  greater  than  the  com- 
merce it  <£splaces  and  supersedes.  This  policy,  in  the 
next  place,  by  increasing  the  ability  of  the  country  to 
conmime,  in  the'wme  proportion,  increases  the  foreign 
demand  for  all  the  suppBes  that  foreign  countries  must 
furnish:  for  consumption  is  always  regulated  by  income. 
I  pray  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  oTect  of  this  poUcy  on  the 
foreign  commerce  of  England,  and  examine  the  tables  of 
that  commerce.  Vast  as  that  is,  you  will  see  tliat  nine- 
tenths  of  it  is  the  fruit  of  this  poKc^ — of  this  polity,  tlio. 
roughly  followed'  out  and  steadily  pursued ;  and,  thereby 
increasing  the  ability  to  consume,  it  Irns  increased  the 
consumption  in  the  same  ratio.  No  nation  can  compare 
with  that  ifi  riches)  and  none  in  public  and  private  ex* 
nense.  To  show  the  operation  of  this  policy  upon  foreign 
commerce,  take  a  dngle  fact  upon  a  small  scale,  and,  ex 
pede,  estimate  the  Herculest  estimate  the  gigantic  efiiscts 
to  be  produced  by  the  whole  system.  The  county  of 
Worcester  is  an  interior  county  in  the  State  of  MaKacliu- 
setts.  There  they  have  begun,  among  other  manufac- 
tures, the  manufacture  <^  woollens.  I'Uose  establish- 
ments are  yet  small,  though  somewhat  numerous;  they  are 
thii  tj'-five  in  number.  Now,  what  demand  do  they  al- 
ready creiUe,  which  is  to  be  supplied  by  foreign  com- 
merce?—to  be  iiq>plied  aomully,  and  wluch  otherwise 
would  not  exlA? 


Indigo, 
Aladder,  - 
Dye  woods, 
Olive  oil,  - 
SW(,-et  oil,  in  bottles^ 
Hard  soap. 


52.113  pounds,  at  $1  50, -^rSiieS 
56,600   do.       -      -  9,270 
500  tons,       -      -  15,485 
55,706  gallons,  -      -  12,985 
1,000 


175,000  pounds,  - 


17,432 


1188,756 


Why,  the  tonnage  required  to  be  employed  in  foreig^n 
commerce  by  one  single  manufactor)',  in  one  county,  is 
more  than  would  be  required  to  import  all  the  woollens 
that  we  ever  imported  from  England  in  any  one  year;  yet 
wc  are  told  this  policy  is  to  diminish  our  foreign  com- 

•  The  tonnsgp  «ppe«ri  Im»  in  praiwrtion  to  the  enmincree,  on  n«- 
c<iuni  ul  ilie  g»ett  impruTtrmrni  at  Ime  In  Ihv  ilruciurr  iif  iiiercliMiii 
vciM-l*,  A  vrr)' imellig^iit  nit,-ri-liaiit,  w.'ll  HcqiiiiiiiUtl  uiih  thi; 
fulytcl,  (lau*  (hat,  b}' Ilia t  iiupr^vcmriii,  ^utue  vtw.i.-)i  ciri-y  urarl)' 
or  qulir  tltiy  per  cmii,  mom  of  etiiicm,  (or  untaiiei-,  to  the  to*!,  than 
thvy  did  sim-stflwiily  to  ihatuapruKuwuu 


merce,  when,  in  truth,  there  is  no  calculating,  hardly  no 
concetvii^t  the  extent  to  whidi  it  will  enlsfge  it.  It  ia 
true,  oar  fttreign  tannage  is  somewhat  lets  than  it  was 
years  ago,  when  it  wss  made  lai^  by  the  then  extraor- 
dinary state  of  the  world,  and  when  we  had  in  otir  hands 
the  commerce  of  other  nationsi  With  the  final  period  to 
that  state  of  things,  when  these  nations  resumed  their 
commerce,  our  foreign  tonnage  suddenly  fell  off,  and  re- 
4uced  itself  to  what  was  permitted  to  it  by  the  general 
competititMi :  it  was  nmdi  reduced.  Bat,  from  that  period 
to  the  present,  it  has  been  progressively  increanog,  and 
is  now  rapidly  increasing.  Tliougfa  that  tonnage  be  some- 
what less  ttian  it  was  at  the  time,  and  for  the  cause  juit 
mentioned,  yet  our  commerce  is  vastly  greater  than  it 
was  then,  or  ever  has  been,  aa  is  evinced  by  the  revenue 
it  pays :  it  baa  been  made  tlius  greater  by  this  very  policy. 

But  the  effect  of  this  policy  on  foreign  commerce,  vast 
as  it  Is,  is  nothings  it  is  toe  rivulet  to  the  flowing  tide*  of 
the  ocean,  compared  to  its  effect  on  the  domestic  com- 
merce. This,  the  domestic  commerce,  it  may  be  aaid  li- 
terally to  create;  for  it  eoUrges  it  to  a  magnitude  by  the 
side  of  which  the  foreign  dwindles  into  comparative  inng^ 
nificance.  In  England,  the  estimate  of  Adam  Smith  made 
the  home  trade  to  the  furagn  as  fifteen  to  onei  both  have 
grown  Nnce,  astoniihii^ly — the  home  the  most,  and  both 
by  tilts  policy.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see admits  that  the  coasting  tonnage  is  increased,  and  well 
he  may,  for  it  hu  doubled  within  a  few  years;  but  surely 
that  gentleman  need  not  be  informed  that  the  coastington- 
nage  employed  is  no  criterion  even  of  the  coastii^  com- 
merce: for  the  cargoes  have  increased  in  value  much  &ster 
than  the  tonnage  has  increased  in  amount.  The  coasting  ves- 
sel that  transported  liraiber  and  other  g^ross  products,  now 
transports  cotton.  The  two  bimdred  thousand  bales,  re- 
quirod  by  our  manufactures,  u  of  more  valfie  than  the 
whole  of  the  ooutiiur  cmnmerce  wa%  or  would  be^  wtttk- 
out  them.  Then  reflect  upon  the  value  of  the  rttutns  to 
the  coasting  trade  from  that  tery  cotton,  in  cotton  fiduic^ 
to  a  fourfold  amount  id  the  cotton  itself,  and  you  see,  at 
once,  that  the  growing  amount  of  the  tonn^e  employed 
is  no  criterion  ofthe  growing  amount  of  the  coasting  cchk- 
merce.  But  the  coasting  commerce  itself,  though  some 
criterion,  is  no  measure  of  the  total  amount  of  the  domes- 
tic commerce.  The  separate  internal  trade,  by  internal 
communication,  is  to  be  added,  vastly  exceedmg  the 
amount  of  the  coasting.  Here  1  beg  leave  to  recur,  agaii^ 
to  the  woollen  manufacture  of  Worcester  county,  now,  for 
the  illustration  of  the  effect  ofthis  policy  on  the  domestic, 
OS  I  then  did  for  its  effect  on  tiie  forei^  trade.  There 
is  required  for  the  supply  of  that  manutacture,  annuallyy 
3,530,000  pounds  of  wool, 

53,113  pounds  cotton,  for  .warp  of  satinet^ 
190,000  pounds  pot  and  pearl  ashes, 

31,300  pounds  pastel  atid  woad, 

75,517  pounds  alum,  copperas,  blue  ntritd*  and  other 
chemicals, 

61,395  pounds  glue  and  pates, 
3,176  barrels  of  soft  soap, 
11,700,000  teasels  for  napping  cloth, 
454  barrels  of  lime  aiKl  bran, 

10,333  oords  of  wood,  for  fiie), 
375  tons  of  minend  coal, 

Leather  for  belts  and  repairs,  5,191  doHari 
worth. 

Let  it  be  noted  that,  in  this  table  is  omitted  the  lumber 
and  other  materiab  employed  in  the  factory  buildings,  and 
in  their  machinery.  And  here  it  may  be  remarked  Uiat 
these  manufiictiires  create  more  demand  and  a  better 
market  for  tlic  article  of  lumber,  with  which  our  country 
so  abounds,  than  all  the  West  Indies  and  all  other  forngn 
markets  of  the  worlds  put  together. 

These  manuficture^  then,  which  some  gentlemen  look 
upon  with  BO  cril  an  ejre,  are  necnsary  to  these  gnaul  le* 
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•lilts:  they  are  the  cuue  of  them — the  mum  tbu  qua  turn. 
IVe  lee  thit,  raluable  as  they  are  m  tbe read  res,  u  an 
end,  they  are  still  more  nliiable  as  meant  to  other  ends — 
as  the  means  of  giringa  spring  and  impube  to  agriculture, 
beyond  any  other  sm  all  other  posabie  meanst  and  •>  the 
means  of  extending  the  sphere  and  augmenting  the  value 
of  our  commerce,  both  Toreign  and  domestic,  beyond  any 
ether  and  all  oUier  posuble  means.  Tbeae  manufacturea 
are,  indeed,  the  grand  purebue,  the  compound  lever,  by 
vhich  all  the  great  interest*  of  the  country  are  to  be  ndaed 
from  their  dormant  state,  so  &r  as  they  are  dormant,  in 
the  moDoer  i  have  endeavored  to  point  out^  and  to  a 
height,  bat  far  beyond  the  height  which  J  hare  been 
ablt!  to  portray  or  illustrate.  Archimedes  said,  give  me 
ground  to  stand  on,  and  with  the  lever  I  can  lift  the  eartb 
mmt  its  sphere.  Manufactures  have  a  force  seemingly 
as  ii^itei  and  here  we  have  not  to  suppose  means  impos- 
nble  in  ther  nature  far  its  ezeitiont  wc  nave  them  at  com- 
maodi  we  have  them  in  this  policy.  If  any  one  think 
these  ideas  extravagant,  let  him  consider  what  manufiu* 
tures  have  done  for  ^gland,  acqiurcd  solely  by  tUafio* 
licy — what  wealth  die  has  derived  from  them — ^what  power 
frooi  that  wealth — and  say,  if  these  ideas  are  extravagant 
U  all  the  mines  of  all  the  precious  metals,  of  all  the  dia- 
monds, md  all  the  precious  stones,  dif^rsed  all  over  the 
wcvid,  wez«  c«nbmed(  and  planted  m  the  sml  of  Oreat 
Britain,  they  would  be  nothfatg  forweahb — ^nothingv  com. 
pared  to  the  nune  of  wealth  she  has  found  in  tius  policy. 
Look  at  that  prodigy  of  all  prodi^s  on  eartb — the  mass 
of  Biitish  cwital,  accumulated  as  it  has  been  by  tbis  po- 
licy. It  baffleseveiy  effortof  theimagin^on  to  embrace 
its  magnitude.  It  nils  all  the  channus  of  her  industry, 
diversified  and  multiplied  ma  they  are,  to  overflowing.  It 
employs  more  than  twen^^bur  tbouaandtraAnv  vessels, 
exporting- iti^  importing  more  tban  two  and  a  ludf  mil- 
lions of  tona  of  merehandise  aomwllyi  and  the  merchan- 
dise exfiOTted  of  the  highert  value,  and  nioe-tenlha  of  it 
the  fabrics  of  ber  own  industry.  It  employs  all  the  esta- 
blishments by  which  those  fabrics  arc  produced.  It  eup- 
pl:es  all  the  demands  of  ber  agriculture,  and  that  on  a 
Buae  improved  scale  than  ever  before  existed.  It  sup- 
plies all  the  demands  of  the  internal  trade  to  fifteen  times 
the  amount  of  the  external.  It  tappliea  the  capital  of|  times 
every  object  of  internal  improvemcirt—her  one  hundred 
and  tliir^-.eight  thousand  miles  of  turnpike  road — her 
three  thousand  miles  of  canals — Iter  securities  for  every 
anchorage  on  eighteen  hundred  miles  of  coast — her  rail- 
roads, and  every  other  object  and  every  other  project  of 
internal  improvement.  It  supplies  her  Government  with 
s  loan  of  more  than  eight  hundred  nullions  sterling!  ^"d 
furcigpn  Governments  with  a  loan  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred milUons  sterling.  Still,  it  is  not  czhaosted,  and 
seemsinexbaustible.  The  su^Iua  remdmng,  ud  idle,  ia 
sufficient  and  ready  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  whole 
world,  provided  the  securt^  be  not  doubted.  The  re- 
presentation of  it  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio^  so 
startling  at  the  moment,  was  within  the  letter  of  the  troth: 
it  is  capital  that  would  buy  a  continent. 

What  but  this  capital,  acquired  by  this  policy,  could 
have  sustained  her  as  she  sustained  herself^  in  the  wus  be. 
gun  the  lastcentiuy,  and  contimied  into  thb?  What  but 
this  capital,  so  acquired,  could  have  enaUed  her  to  bear 
up  against  the  pressure  of  a  world,  and  to  set  that  world 
at  defiance?  Her  power  was  founded  in  ber  riches,  and 
her  riches  were  derived  from  this  policy.  Can  there  be 
any  doubt  of  tbis?  What  but  tliis  policy  lias  given  her 
manufacturea?  What  has  made  her  g^^riculture  what 
it  is,  but  the  market  which  these  manufactures  have 
created  for  it?  What  lias  made  her  commerce,  external 
and  internal,  what  it  is,  but  these  manu&ctnres,  which 
make  nine-lentlis  of  its  value?  Uut  the  very  success  of 
Uie  experiment  of  this  pcdicy,  as  made  by  England,  ia  now 
turned  as  an  ai^ument  i^unat  tlw  czpenmeiit  beipy  made 
Vol.  VlU.— 33 


by  ourselves*  For  wiiat  is  that  aqpunent?  It  is  the  iii- 

perim'perfection.and  cheiq>neas  of  English  manufacturei^ 
which  are  the  results,  the  necessary  results,  of  tlus  very 
policy)  and  which  would  take  place  here,  just  as  they 
have  taken  place  there.  And  this  poHcy  promises  greater 
and  better  things  for  us  than  it  has  done  even  fbr  Kngiandi 
for  we  undertake  it  with  greater  advantages.  Bewdes 
others,  we  have  the  raw  material  for  manu&otures,  in 
greater  abandance,  beyondall  compaiiaon;  we  have  th* 
means  of  artifidal  power,  in  greater  abundance,  beyond 
all  comparisont  but  our  .greatest  advantage  is  in  the  bound- 
leas  extent  of  the  home  market  which  we  may  build  up 
for  ourselves,  and  which  will  be  a  world  within  itself. 
Not  to  mention  that  we  start  with  all  their  inventions  and 
improvements — *'  Fmimuiad  sxtmmum  faHunm,**  toenter 
on  the  same  career.  And,  as  to  the  circumstances  on 
which  Adam  Smith  lays  so  much  stress,  andin  wtudiheit 
echoed  by  Mr.  Oslhtii^  in  Us  Aee  trade  report  namely, 
the  freedom  of  Ifadr  idstitotioni^  tbe  enterpriM  of  thdr 
people,  and  the  secur^  of  tiior  properly,  sure^  no 
American,  whatever  ,  a  fordgner  may  do,  wUl  adout  Us 
country  to  be  infisrior  to  Snglaod  in  these  respects. 

I  have  said  that  the  value  of  this  policy  depended  upon 
its  bdng  followed  out  accordir^  to  its  prittcipl^  and  to 
the  extent  of  its  principle!  and  I  will  noV  aa^  upon  iti 
being  steadily  punued. 

No  State  ever  became  great  by  its  policy,  bat  n 
steady  and  persevering pursidt't^thatpi^cyt  andwoadBr» 
ful  is  tile  efficainr  of  such  atea^Mss  and  perscveruee. 
I  b^  leave  to  refer  to  a  few  butmioas. 

Great  Britain  owes  heraatcnusbing  opulence  and  power 
to  this  steadineaaof  pursuit.  It  b  now  about  two  lumdred 
years  nnce  she  b^aa  in  eanwst  tiw  policy  of  securing  to 
oer  own  industry  the  mtmopoly  of  her  own  markets)  and 
never  for  a  momoit  has  ahe  rdaxed  in  tiie  least  from  the 
pursuit  of  that  policy.  It  iun^ved  her  in  one  wart  but  no 
force  without,  no  cnnplaint,  no  clunort  within,  ever  in* 
duced  on  her  part  any,  the  least  wavering,  in  the  pur> 
suit.  The  astuoishing  results,  I  have  just  now  g^ven. 
Other  nations  have  not  profited  equally  by  the  pohcy,  only 
because  they  have  fiuled  of  equal  Bteadlness  in  the  pur* 
smt.  With  them,  the  policy  has  been  fluctiiatingt  some- 
punued,  and  sometimes  abandoned,  and  aometlinet 
relaxed  into  a  **  judiupus  tariff."  It  Is  hence  that  they 
have  been  thrown  so  much  ia  the  rear  of  Great  Britain. 
But  thnr  eyes  are  now  opened)  the  scalea  have  fallen  from 
them  { they  are  wide  awake  to  the  importanoe  of  this  policy) 
and  Great  Britain  can  no  longer  delude  them  wiUi  tne  fine 
theory  of  her  Adam  Smith,  which  ahe  recommends  to 
them,  but  repudiates  for  herself. 

Afj^:  Ancient  B(Bne  was  once  an  inconsiderable  vil> 
lage,  4in  the  banks  of  the  Tiber.  That  village  reared 
Hsetfinto  a  vast  empire,  embraangrtiie  ^rcst  portions  of 
the  IiabitsUe  globei  oxtendingi  tm  one  Utte,  (as  tiio  poet 
ezpreaaesit) 

^  A  Oadibtu  «•«» 
"  Aunwun  ct  Ganimt" 

"  from  Cadiz  to  Aurora  and  the  Ganges on  the  otiier» 
from  the  burning  desert  of  Lybia  to  the  Danube  and  the 
Shine— an  empire-of  which  all  present  France  was  but  a 
province,  and  Great  Britain  but  an  append^fe  of  that  pro^ 
vinee.  bi  Europe,  in  Asia,  in  Africa,  die  saw  ber  eagle^ 
like  the  delegates  of  her  Jove,  bear  her  thunders  ia 


triumphoverueirsubjugatedandtrembliiMf nationa.  Bow 
is  this  profUgy  to  be  accounted  for?  Solefy  by  steadineaa 
of  pursuit.  That  ambitioua  village  proposed  to  hcrsdf 
the  acquisition  of  military  power,  and  nouiii^f  else— 

**Hs  ttU  crant  avwt)  M«b  «w  Inpoem  iissi  hi. 
••FaieeiB  •abjMtlii,«  AMwIlantnpsrbMt" 

and  the  whole  scheme  of  her  policy  hndre&rence  to^  and 
was  concentered  in,  that  leading  object)  and  that  poliqr 
was  steadily,  and  unwaveringly,  and  exehime^,  punoe^ 
for  aeren  hundeed  yean,  llie  aame  poliqr  that  piqgmi 
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Hwly  reared  up  thit  grgMtie  power  anitut  -tfw  worid, 
■Acnmrds  Mibined  it  oT«r  the  wortdnv  Mother  seren 
huadred  ycm.  Tlie  powtr  uidtbe  poliey  lell  tocetber. 
Rome  remained  invinMble,  till  corruption,  after  Mring' 
triuafAed  orer  ererf  thing  ebe,  cune  M  but  to  triumph 
over  her  ndlituy  raMitation*— then  Rome  fell*  uid  weaged 
the  QOnquered  world  with  her  own  tilicidal  hand. 

But  the  iqait  interesting  ineunee  of  tlM  «Scu;y  <d  tfaia 
itonKoew  of  purniit  wu  given  by  Itte  ^  «f  AOewt  the 
aKMt  interettii^,  beoMiee  the  object  wm  VMit  Mh  From 
tbe  euiieit  timea^  Athena  aspired,  to  Etmture  and  the 
elegant  arte.  They  were  made,  ai  Montesquieu  remarks, 
a  direct  and  leading  object  with  the  Goremmeoti  singular 
hi  this  respect,  and  differing  from  ev«ry  other.  By  a 
tluady  purmit  of  the  policy  adopted  with  a  view  to  this 
tud*  the  oi^  of  Athena  became  such  a  monument  of  the 
arti^  that  eren  her  imperfect  and  dilapidated  reipuns  are 
at  thisday  the  vonderof  the  wwld.  What  splendors,  then, 
mustshebaTeemittedinthedayof  herqilendorl  When, 
in  her  freshness  ^  net  Hit:  mormi^  sun,  and  refteeted 
back  ft  riral  i^orj!    Whenshe  was  fiill  of  the  luster- 

Eieces  of  genius  in  erety  art-creatioos,  that  were  said  to 
KV«  exalted  in  the  human  mind  the  ideaaof  the  dirinities 
themadres!  The  fervid  eloquence  of  Demosthenes  fiukd. 
unequal  to  the  task,  to  do  justice  to  those  immortal  ^leu- 
don,  when  ttuployed,  as  it  occasioBally  was,  br  that  pur- 
pose in  Ua  nddreMes  to  the  Atbeman  pe<^.  It  wu  by 
the  steady  pursuit  of  the  same  pofi^,  tiiat  their  IKetaty 
worlcB  of  eveiy  kind  (and  in  every  kind  they  were  ex- 
tremely numerous)  came  to  be  equally  the  masterpieces 
of  human  geniusi  and  being  mere  dimised,  and  len  im> 
pured  by  the  injuries  of  time,  than  the  other  monuments 
of  the  arts,  they  were,  and  still  are,  more  the  wradcrs  of 
the  worid.  They  were  carried  to  nch  a  hrigbt  of  pet^ 
IMoQ»  that,  after  the  AtiteiUaai  themselves  eoukt 
nerersurpem  diemf  wUle  others  have  never  been  able  to 
equal  them.  Now,  what  has  been  the  effkct>  Literature 
and  the  arU  have  gathered  around  that  city  a  charm  tliat 
was,  and  ia,  k\t  by  dt  mankind)  which  no  distance,  no  time, 
•an  dispeL  No  scholar,  of  any  age  or  elime,  but  has  made 
On  fancy,  at  least)  a  pilgrimage  to  iu  shoret  there  to  call 
around  him  tbeiluides  of  thrir  mighty  dead,  wboec  minds 
8^  $Tc,  and  delight  and  iMtaniab  in  tticiriqu«ortdw<uta. 
U  bemphatKally  the  city  of  the  heari,  wbrrethe  sffections 
deGght  to  dwellt  the  green  apt*  of  the  earth,  where  the 
fancy  |ovea  to  linger.  How  poor  Ubnilc  (brce— even  ^e 
(post  magpificent,  even  the  Romanr-«ompHed  to  the  em- 
pire of  nund,  to  wMch  all  other  mmds  pay  their  volun' 
laiyhoma^!  Her  literature  and  her  arts  acquired  tq 
Athens  this  oqpire,  which  her  remans  still  prescrre,  and 
always  witt  presetre.  In  ctmtemplatingthe  ^nomenon 
of  her  Itteraiy  acluevemeqti^  a  great  at|d  pKmnnd  writer 
could  not  forbear  saying,  "that  it  seemed  a  proiMenUl 
event,  in  honor  of  human  nature,  to  show  to  what  per- 
fection the  species  might  ascend."  Call  it  proridential, 
if  you,  nleaae — as  every  event  ii^  in  some  sense,  pro- 
vidential—bqt  it  was  the  effect  of  arfiftcal  causes  as  much 
■o  ae  tiw  miUbuy  power  of  the  Rcnnaost  it  Was  the  effect 
of  a  policy,  eariy  adopted,  and  always  afterwards  steadily 
puMicd.  1  knftw  the  <^imon  that  ascribes  all  this  to  a 
peculiar  felicity  of  nature.  Horace,  1  know,  mys— 

OtaiU  IngMriani  On  in  dtxlit  ore  rutnndo 
••>iuM  luv>i;  pi\wr  bitdtrni  nuliuu avuii." 

But  what  gave  tiuan  that  absorbing  avarice  of  fame? 
1%  was  infiised  into  tbem  by  their  inslitutionst  it  was  that 
one  universal  sentiment,  generated  by  those  institutions; 
and  what  he  calls  the  fif  genius  bestowed  by  the 
musea,  waatiieconvoniiMMi  exalted  and  reined  by  the 
opmtion  and  fbree  of  the  same  mstitntiona.  It  was  these 
which  had  refined  an  Athenian  mob,  as  the  Athenian  peo- 

?le  are  aomettme»ca)led,  into  aii  audience  of  critical  taste, 
"he  Attio  ekwncnoc^  catted  so  by  way  of  pre-endnence, 
vna  iMt »  oonlSnBhy  to  the  reqi^muMi  of  that  taste. 


Snch  is  the  wonderfiilefficai?  of  steadiness  of  pursuit, 
(as  we  have  seen  displayed  in  those  instances,)  by  a  na* 
tion  purfloing  national  objects  by  adequate  means. 

But  to  return  to  this  protecting  pobcy.  It  seems  to  me 
strange,  paasii^f  strange,  that  en^j^tened,  and  reflecting, 
and  patnotic  men  should  doubt  the  expediency  of  thm 
policy  for  our  eountry,  or  be  cold  in  the  pursuit.  Buttbe 
bitter  hostili^  it  encouatet*  from  such  men,  ia  to  me  as- 
tomiUngi  it  puxsle*  and  eoafomids  me  when  I  would  a^ 
count  for  it.  B«tferoiy  rcmect  lor  them,  I  dtouldaayit 
was  Gke  the  Cuiatidsm  of  hallncinated  mhids,  feeifing  on 
thur  own  chimerast  so  irrational,  so  riflionary,  it  appeara  to 
me,  to  impute  anjr  distress  that  may  exist,  in  any  part  of 
our  country,  to  this  policy  as  its  cause.  It  appears  to  me 
like  the  inaaniQr  that  mistskes  a  friend  for  a  foe,  and  under 
tbotdehiMiB  ia  &ta]ly  bent  on  destnoying  that  friend. 

We  have  an  ao^ple  revenue  from  importt^  an  increas- 
infif  revenue  fivm  imports,  and  made  so  hy  this  veiy  policy; 
umncumbered  with  deb^  or  aoon  to  be  tUwmimoered; 
ample  for  our  civil  list;  ample  for  all  the  works  of  ex- 
tertiol  defence,  and  all  woru  of  internal  improvement- 
works  colled  fer  by  all  the  interestsof  the  country — worka 
that  would  cost  the  Government  nothing  but  the  advance 
of  the  capital,  to  be  again  returned  to  the  treaauiy  with 
interest — ^works  that  would  reimbiuae  thunsrives  ten 
times  told,  in  the  ina««sed  wealth  of  the  cotmttytbereby. 
And  this  policj',  from  which  this  ample  and  increasing  re- 
venue springs,  as  from  a  perennial  fountain,  is  to  be  £an- 
doned;  not  suspended,  but  abandoned,  now  and  iin-ever! 
The  idea  of  improving  the  c6ndition  of  the  country  ft>r 
intercoorse  u  to  be  abandoned  now  and  forever,  at  least, 
ao  far  as  this  Government  is  to  be  concerned.  The  de- 
preciatim,  the  kas  the  ruin,  as  to  works  of  this  kind, 
now  in  bang  or  progress  whether  bf  Statea  or  individual!, 
wluch  wll  be  involTed  in  the  abandonment  of  this  polt^ 
as  iu  neceiaary  cei^equeocet  the  final  bar,  as  another  ne- 
ceasary  consequence  of  such  abandonment,  to  further 
Uke  enterprises  either  by  States  or  individuabt  the  entire 
and  the  eternal  loss  irftlus  whole  objecttoour  countiy,kre 
disregarded,  and  treated  as  trifles  li^t  as  air.  'Itiia 
ample  revenue— simple  for  all  the  purposes  indicated,  and 
ample  for  the  fiuther  purpose  of  laying  those  foundi^na 
which,  in  due  timc^  would  make  thia  country  an  illuatrioua 
in  mind,  and  its  iromortaU  productiona  as  pre-eminent  fer 
ptiysicat  resources  and  prosperous  condition — this  anqile 
revenue,  that  does  not  bear  upon  the  countty  with  the 
weigfit  of  a  feather — that  is  not  Kit  by  thepei^leaa  a  bur- 
den, more  than  ttte  air  they  breathy  is  to  be  abandoned, 
and  for  what.)  To  &vor  foreign  indtiatry,  at  the  expense 
of  our  own;  fw,  whatever  may  be  intended,  tltia  will  be 
tlie  effect.  The  itimuhis  it  gives  to  our  indostry,  and  the 
imreased  profits  of  that  industiy,  make  the  supposed  bur- 
den merelj'  im^^ry.  Beades  the  necessaty  effect  of 
the  poUoy  is  to  reduce  prices]  this  is  not  denied,  nor  can 
it  bei  but  it  is  sud  the  effect  is  not  immediate,  in  legie- 
btion,  are  we  to  look  only  to  tlie  present  moment  and  im- 
mediate effect'  la  the  State  the  being  of  a  day?  Have 
we  not  children  to  comcfafter  \ut  Will  they  not  have 
children  to  come  af^  them?  .  Have  those  who  are  to  de- 
scendfrom  us  no  claim  to  Our  providence  fw  thor  good? 
The  patriot  statesman  acts  for  the  State,  and  irith  refei^ 
t:nce  to  the  being  and  the  wellbeing  of  the  State,  now  and 
hereafter-^fbr  a  long  hereafter — and  in  the  hope  of  anerer 
rnditi|[  hereafter.  Are  we,  as  patriot  statesmen,  in  order 
to  avoid  aslightand  transient  burden  to  ourselves  (if  it  be 
one,)  to  throw  away  the  opportunity  and  means  of  pro- 
viding for  the  great  wvl  permanent  interests  of  the  countir 
for  all  future  tune' 

I  do  not  mean  to  den^  thfit  Uiere  ia  distress  in  the  Souftp- 
em  Stat^  The  gentlemen  of  the  South  tell  us  so;  th^ 
are  better  judges  of  that  matter  than  I,  who  have  nevtf 
been  there,  can  be;  md  j  belien  tltem.  I  hope  these 
genttemen  vil^  in  tani»  reuprocafte  the  eourte^j  and 
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wben  they  talk  of  the  unproiperous  condition  of  the 
NortherD  States,  and  the  unhappy  state  of  th«r  manufac- 
turing population,  that  they  will  allow  us*  who  Uve  in 
those  States,  to  be  better  jud^s  of  tbrt  matter  than  they 
are.   We  ask  them  to  believe  ua,  when  we  tell  them,  as 
we  do,  that  their  condition  is  not  unproaperousi  tliat  the 
state  of  their  manufacturings  population  is  not  unhappyj 
that,  on  the  contrarj^  our  pro^erity  ia  great,  and  daily 
iiicrea«ng;  that  the  vivid  picture  drawn  of  that  prosperi- 
t>-  by  my  honorable  fiiend  from  Kentxicky  k  not  over- 
drawnt  h  is  true  to  the  lifbt  and  it  beloDgi  only  to 
eloquence  like  his  to  pve  to  the  picture  its  true  ezpresnon 
and  its  true  colors.    I  do  not  deny,  I  repeat,  the  dirtress 
of  the  South;  but  I  deny  that  the  revenue  is  the  cause, 
and  challen^  them  tu  the  proof.    Here  we  are  all  equaUy 
competent  judges;  that  is,  all  have  equally  the  means  of 
judpnff.    Sliow  the  connexion  between  file  revenue  as 
the  cause,  and  your  distress  as  the  effect}  show  it  as  a 
matter  of  fact»  and  without  the  aid  of  the  meUphywcs  of 
that  ^nu  fatuut  of  a  icience  called  politod  economy. 
For  no  ignia  fatuut  was  ever  a  more  treacherous  gttide. 
It  has  no  certainty  in  It  but  its  uncertuntyt  almost  every 
age  has  some  new  system  of  the  science  broached  and 
bruited.    If  it  take,  the  older  system,  its  predecessor,  is 
hid  on  the  shelf,  or  consigned  to  tlie  tMnb  of  the  Capu- 
l£ts.   I  do  not  know  bow  many  of  these  systems  hare 
succcanrely  ap^ared;  each  has  had  its  day,  and  then 
has  gone  into  the  dust  of  oblivion.    A  real  science  has 
not  theae  mutationtt  the  geometry  of  EueUd  is  ttill  the 
geometry  of  the  worid.    But  if  this  pseudo  science  were 
.exempt  from^ this  uncert»nty,  it  still  would  be  an  unsafe 
guide.    For  it  is  not  predicated  upon  the  actual  existing 
litate  of  tlie  world,  but  supposes  a  state  of  things  tiiat 
does  not  exist,  and  cannot;  md  this  is  especially  true  of 
the  free  trade  ^stem.    That  supposes  the  system  to  be 
adopted  bjr  all  natioiu^  and  then  that  all  would  find  their 
account  in  it.    Even  then  this  result  would  not  take  place; 
for,  to  take  place,  alt  nations  must  be  equal  in  knowledge, 
and  skill,  and  capital,  and  pfditical  inslitutioa%  when  thiey 
stArt  ill  the  race.  The  metaphyncs  of  this  pseudo  striencet 
why,  the  legerdemain  of  necromaoey  will  not  show  you 
more  surpnaing  feats.    They  will  show  you,  for  instance, 
tliat  the  cotton  planter,  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah, 
pays  tlie  duties  on  the  penknife  in  my  pocket;  and  so  of 
any  other  article  that  is  imported  from  England,  provided 
his  cotton  goes  there^  and  no  matter  who  sends  it.  If  these 
RietapbTKcs  did  not  distress  the  South  more  than  the  re- 
venue does,  I  believe  tbey  would  be  a  much  more  Scn- 
tented  people.    Show  me,  I  again  ask  it,  the  oonnex**t  i 
between  the  revenue  as  Uie  cauae,  and  your  distress  as 
tlie  effect,  and  sliow  it  without  the  aid  of  these  juggling 
metaphysics.    Your  complaints — what  are  they }   One  is, 
tltat  your  lands  are  worn  down,  and  that  your  crops  are 
unpnifitable.    Pra^,  if  the  revenue  the  c«ise  of  that 
>t«ility>   Another  is  the  low  prices  of  your  crops.  Now, 
but  fur  the  revenue,  those  low  prices  would  be  still  lower; 
fur  that  enlarges  the  demand,  uid  sustains  the  market  of 
your  crops.    The  last  is,  the  prices  you  pay  for  your 
supplies.    Buttliesc  prices  are  lower  titan  they  were  be- 
fore the  **  accursed  tariff"  was  imposed.   To  this,  you 
say  that  these  low  prices  would  have  been  still  lower  but 
fw  the  accursed  tariff.    Here  lies  your  whole  case;  for, 
unless  you  dunr  tbii^  every  cuuc  of  complaint  i^nit 
the  tarilT,  aa  tiie  cause  of  your  distress^  vanishe*  at  once. 
Now,  this  i>  m  queftion  of  probabiltUes,  and  admits  of  no 
certain  aoluttoii.    All  we  can  do  is,  to  weigh  the  proba- 
bilities, pro  and  eon,  and  strike  the  balance  as  well  as  we 
can.    T'he  probabiUties,  pro  and  con,  have  been  stated  in 
thisdebate,  and  need  not  now  be  re-stated,  if  the  foreigner 
had  now  the  supply  and  control  of  our  market,  lur  he 
would  have,  had  we  no  tariff,  to  me  it  appears  probable 
tlat  these  prices  would  be  higher  than  they  now  ai-e;  to 
you  the  coaUvj  appears  profaaUc.   At  best,  thai,  the 


thii^  is  unccrtaiib  I  aak,  then,  are  these  gentlemea 
wUIiDg  and  prepared  to  break  op  this  Union,l)ccauBe  it 
may  be  that  the  low  prices  they  now  pay  for  their  san» 
plies  would  have  been  ttiU  lower  if  we  liad  had  no  tari^ 
to  do  that  irreparable  iiuury  to  their  country,  and  to 
themselves  as  a  part  of  the  country,  and  to  themselves 
more  than  to  toy  other  part^ 

The  ^ntlemen  of  the  SouA  seem  to  think  there  is 
wanting  to  tliem  a  fraternal  feeling  in  the  Nortb*  that  re- 
fuses to  do  them  justice  in  tliis  case.  This  is  not  mh. 
When  has  the  Smith  appealed  to  the  justice  <^  this  Go* 
vemment,  in  a  just  cause,  and  has  made  the  appnl  m 
vain?  Never.  When  have  we  refused  to  do  justiee  to 
the  virtues  of  the  South#  public  and  private?  To  tbdr 
liberal  sentiments,  their  chivalrous  spirit,  their  patriotie 
merits,  to  their  ardent  genius,  and  its  brilliant  dcntoo- 
strations?  Never.  Ii  not  their  pride  in  the  fame  of  tbdr 
great  men  our.  pride  too?  When  have  we  withheld  from 
that  &me  ^e  msed  of  praise?  When  have  we  stinted 
that  pnuae,  or  given  it  gnidgiiwfy  1  Merer.  Why,  tlie% 
if  they  ask,  why  do  we  not  leauee  the  revemw  in  order 
to  rdUeve  tlwof  (Kstreas?  It  is  because  we  do  not  believa 
it  to  i>e  the  cause  of  that  distress,  qr  that  it  contributes  to 
that  distress  in  any  degree;  and  because  we  believe  tha^ 
if  we  yielded  to  their  wishes,  the?  would  find  that  di»> 
tress  aggravated  by  it,  instead  of  being  relieved.  To 
yield  to  their  mahes  would  be  death  to  us,  and  to  them  it 
wouU  do  no  posMble  good.  The  South,  we  even  beUeve, 
beside  their  eonmon  mteieit  common  with  th«r  coun> 
try— have  a  peeofisr  hrtereit  in  tlus  p<^.  Are  thdr 
inuncnse  resource^  now  dormant  fioever  to  remain  dor* 
mant?  Are  they  never  to  be  developed?  I  mean  tb«r 
resources  in  power,  by  water  and  by  steam,  so  abundant 
as  it  is«  (in  New  England  it  is  not  so  abundant, }  and  in  th« 
abundance  of  the  raw  material  for  mauibctare  witbia 
themselves.  These  oan  on^  be  developed  by  tlna  pidiqr* 
if  that  be  continued,  lu  march  will  be  oawardi  It  wiU  ia 
time  fill  thdr  high  lands  with  thriviiw  villages,  and  covet 
them  with  a  Hinvrnf  population.  Tbitir  streams  will  not 
be  idlei  ^ey  will  carry  mills,  and  feed  canals;  the  ridi 
produets  of  tbnr  soU  and  industry  will  be  water-home 
fron  ph«e  to  place;  and  this  reprobated  policy  "  wiB 
scatter  plenty  o'er  their  smiling  hmd."  Capital  and  en* 
terprise  trill  find  their  way  thcrcf  and  if  they  have  not 
there  the  population  fitted  fw  the  labor,  pt^mlatiait  will 
fiock  there  that  m  fitted.  This  will  give  to  dkur  dav0 
and  field  labw  a  new  value,  and  to  Ukem  a  new  source  of 
security. 

I  have  done.  In  pleading  the  cause  of  this  policy,  I 
have  the  most  intimate  coavictions  thatl  have  been  plead" 
ing  the  cause  of  our  country,  of  our  whole  couatry^ 
and  of  every  part  of  our  country — of  every  man,  womai^ 
and  (diild,  in  our  coontry-^ot  as  its  importance  require* 
—no.  by  no  mean»-4nit  as  my  fteble  poven  peimitted. 
To  our  natural  parents  we  owe  all  the  ]rious  officesof  fifei 
but  to  another  parent,  our  country,  we  owe  more— wt 
owe  life  itself,  when  her  good  requires  its  devotion. 
Were  this  effort,  poor  as  it  is,  the  effort  of  my  expirin* 
life— expiring  by  the  effort— in  that  final  motnent,  and 
Ust  struggle,  I  should  be  happy  in  the  feeling  aqd  belief 
that  I  was  expiring  )iuny.ceuntaV"  cause. 

Mr.  MOOKE  then  gave  notice  that  he  iittendtd  to  ad- 
dress tlie  Senate  on  ue  subjeet;  when 

The  Sensle  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Ifon&v,  Mamm  5. 

APPOUTIONMENT  BILL. 

Tlie  apportionment  hill  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  bad  made  some  slfglit  variatiM 
in  the  amendment  whidi  he  submitted  on  Thursday  last. 
I1iia  propoaitHm  now  assumed  tiie  number  of  tlK  Hoos* 
to  be  3^  and  iscertsincd  the  «uuab^itf  wyresentrtim 

Digitized  byCjOOgIC 


503 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  RE6ISTEU 


504 


[Maich  5,  1833. 


of  each  State  by  the  ample  nde  of  proportion.  Taking' 
the  repmentstiTe  miniben  of  the  tTnited  Statei  aa  the 
fine  tenn,  the  nantber  of  the  House  (356)  $»  tiie  second 
term,  and  the  representative  popnlation  m  each  State  as 
the  thhd  term,  forty-*!  ^ousaiM  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
^'■seren  would  be  the  common  representative  number; 
and,  at  this  ratio,  the  number  of  the  House  would  be  240. 
There  would  then  be  left  nxteen  members  to  distribute 
to  the  large  fractions^  that  is,  to  fractions  exceeding  a 
moie^  of  tiie  r&tiot  the  o^ier  fractions  left  would  be  ex- 
ceedinrhr  Bmall. 

Mr.  KARCY  said,  halving  been  n  meoiber  of  the  select 
committee  to  which  the  apportionment  bill  from  the  other 
Hosse  was  referred,  and  also  one  of  the  niajority  that 
instructed  the  chairman  to  report  that  bill  as  it  came  to  us, 
H  is  proper  that  I  should  submit  to  the  Senate  mj  views  in 
relation  to  it,  and  in  oppontion  to  the  amendment  offered 
bj  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  He  places 
his  opposition  to  the  bill  on  two  grounds)  upon  its  inequa- 
fitj^uid  itt  unconstitution^^.  If  I  ri^itly  apprehend  his 
fenucrks  the  latter  objection  Is  a  conseqaenee  of  the  far- 
mer. He  ludds  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  because  it  is  strik- 
ingly unequaL  I  tiiink,  nr.  1  shall  be  Ms  to  show  that 
tiie  amendment,  on  his  own  principles,  is  liable*  to  tiie 
same  objections, 'and,  in  my  opinion,  to  another  still  more 
formidable:  it  is  not  only  unequal,  but  it  allots  memberfl 
npon  fractions,  contraiY,  as  I  concave,  to  a  construction 
<»  the  constitiition,  settled  forty  years  ago.  The  ratio  of 
finty-seven  thousand  seren  hundred  was  adopted  by  the 
House;  and,  when  applied  to  the  federal  or  r^resentative 
numbers  of  tiie  sereral  States,  it  resulted  in  bringing  out 
a  representation  of  two  hundred  and  forty  members.  The 
flections  produced  by  this  ratio,  it  is  said,  are  rery  unequal. 
They  are  large  in  small  States,  and  small  in  large  States. 
As  the  hmotwle  'Senator  grouped  the  States  together,  be 
presented  eases  <^  condderable  inequality:  this  ineqiuifi^ 
ne  would  remove  by  adopting  a  second  ratio,  nmdi  smaller 
ffian  bb  nrinctpsl  one,  and  applying  it  to  the  large  frac- 
tiona,  and  (])erel>y  allot  fifteen  additional  members  upon 
the  fiwitions.  He  distributes  these  additional  members 
for  the  express  purpose  of  producing  equality)  but  it  is  a 
little  remarkable  tlMt  he  does  not  allot  them  to  the  frac- 
tions which  he  has  usrd  to  show  the  inequality  of  the  bill. 
He  uses  a  different  ratio  from  that  in  the  bill,  which, 
tiMiugfaitdoesnot  alter  the  nuirijer  of  the  representatives 
Ih  any  one  State,  it  makes  great  tnd  striking  changes  in 
flie  ftactioBS  on  n4iich  he  atlota  the  additional  memben. 
He  does  not  apply  hi«  remedy  to  the  same  patient  whose 
case  he  has  presented  to  us.  The  fractions  produced  by 
tiie  use  of  his  principal  ratio  are  not  small  in  large  States, 
and  lai^ge  in  small  States.  The  ratio  of  for^-seven  thou- 
sand produces  large  fiactions  in  the  fbur  laigest  States. 
New  York,  Penn^lvania,  Ylrginta,  and  Ohio,  the  fbur 
higeit  8tate%  have  fractions  in  eadi,  varying  from  39  to 
WO.  Their  aj^regate  fractions  amount  to  more  than 
150,000;  almost  equal  to  the  a^regate  fractions  of  any 
other  four  States  that  can  be  selected  from  the  remaining 
twen^.  If  the  States  are  divided  into  large  and  small 
States,  the  twelve  large  ones  have  an  amount  of  fractfona 
ef  40,000  more  than  tne  twelve  smidl  States.  The  Senator 
from  Hassacbusetta  says  that  the  seven  hundred  in  the 
ratio  in  the  bill  is  illusory,  because  the  number  of  renre* 
sentatives  In  each  State,  and  consequent^,  in  the  whole 
House,  will  be  die  same  whetiierthe  ratio  be  47,000  or 
47,700.  Whether  the  one  orthe  other  be  used,  is  material 
only  when  members  are  allotted  to  fractions.  If  the  ratio  of 
47,700  is  used,  and  an  additional'memberis  allotted  to  every 
fraction  of  35,000,  there  wilt  be  only  nine  fractions  that 
will  firaw  a  member)  but  if  the  ratio  of 47,000  be  used,  as 
It  is  in  the  amendment  there  will  be  fifteen  fractions  ovsr 
35,000  each,  which  will  be  each  entided  to  a  member.  If 
fifte«i  menbera  are^Sstributcd  on  iha  fractions  produced 
47  the  i^.<oi4irt7W,  tbef  wiUnot  Ml  to  ifaeMme  Stites 


as  the  fifteen  distributed  on  the  fractions  created  by  the 
use  of  a  ratio  of  47,000.  In  flie  first  case,  Kew  York  and 
Pennrjrlvanu  would  not  get  members,  but  Maine  and  Mia< 
rissippi  would;  in  the  second.  New  York  and  Pcnnsylvstua 
would  each  get  a  member,  and  Maine  and  Mississippi 
would  not.  There  are  at  least  700  ratios,  and  I  believe 
many  more,  which,  when  applied  to  the  federal  number 
of  each  State,  will  produce  the  same  number  of  represen- 
tatives, yet  each  of  these  ratios  will  produce  different 
fractions.  This  bet  proves  tiiat  the  fraction  does  not  indi- 
cate the  true  relative  toss  of  tite  State.  The  truth  is,  sir, 
you  may  sport  almost  as  you  p1easej»-ith  the  fractions,  and 
produce  almost  any  result.  This  alone  shows,  if  there 
were  no  constitutional  objection,  the  improprietv  of  allot- 
ting members  for, fractions.  I  might  ask  the  )ionorable 
mover  of  the  amendment  why  he  adopts  47,000  instead  of 
47,700,  or  any  other  number  between  these  two;  why  he 
designates  235  for  the  number  of  his  House;  or  why  he 
takes  25,000  for  the  ratio  to  be  9q>plied  to  the  fractions  to 
give  additional  members.  But  I  will  not  press  these  ques- 
tions, because  he  has  intimated  an  intention  to  make  some 
changes  in  these  numbers. 

The  honorable  mover  of  the  amendment  contends  that 
the  bill  is  unconstitutional.  The  constitution  requires,  it 
is  swd,  members  to  be  apportioned  among  the  States  ac- 
cording to  tiieir  respective  numbers.  New  Vork  geta 
forty  members  by  tiie  Dili,  and  the  nx  NeV  Ei»land  States 
with  a  population  of  between  30  and  40,000  more  than 
New  York,  get  only  thirty-dght.  This  is  bo;  it  is  occa- 
sioned by  tiie  loss  on  aeconnt  of  fractions.  There  must  be, 
I  contend,  a  loss  on  fivctions,  und  the  inevitable  corae- 
quence  is,  that  «z  States  will  be  exposed,  in  the  operation, 
to  lose  nx  times  as  nrach  as  one  State.  But,  nr,  dees  the 
amendment  improve  the  matter?  It  is  true  it  restores  an 
equality  between  the  representation  of  New  York  and 
New  England,  but  it  creates  inequalities  in  other  parts  of 
the  Union.  It  j^ves  to  New  York  for^<one  member^  and 
to  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Mtssisnppi,  whose  ag- 
gregate '.federal  or  representative  numbers  are  less  than 
Siat  of  New  fork,  forty-three  members.  A|^un,  «r,  tiie 
States  of  Maine,  Connecticut,  Indiana,  Mis^snppi,  lUimK^ 
and  Tennessee  can  raise  the  same  complunt  on  me  amend- 
ment as  to  inequality,  when  compared  with  New  Yor^ 
that  New  England  can,  on  the  biu.  These  States  have  as 
i^^gate  representative  population  about  'equal  to  New 
York,  yet  the  amendment  gives  them  two  less  representa- 
tives than  are  apportioned  to  New  York. 

The  bill  gives  to  New  York  one-sixth  of  the  whole  re- 
presentatives in  the  other  House;  but  she  baa  not,  it  is 
said,  but  one-seventh  of  the  representative  numbers  of  the 
Union.  This  is  stating  the  case  too  strongly.  She  has 
one-Nxth  and  twenty-two  hundredths  of  one-nxth  <^  the 
poptdation  of  the  Union.  It  is  true  she  has  less  than  one- 
nxth  of  the  whole  population,  and  a  full  onc-Mxtii  of  the 
representation;  but  if  titis  is  objectionable  in  the  bill,  a 
nmilar  objection  lies  against  the  amendment.  Delaware 
has  only  a  hundred  and  fifty-eigfath  part  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation, and  the  amendment' gives  her  more  than  a  hundred 
and  twenty-seventh  part  of  the  whole  representatives.  If 
the  other  States  should  be  all  represented  as  fully  aa  Dda- 
ware  will  be,  .if  we  adopt  the  amendment,  the  House 
would  We  three  hundred  and  mxteen  members;  if  repre- 
sented as  Maine  would  be,  according  to  the  amendment, 
it  would  be  composed  of  two-hundred  and  thirty-nine 
members,  if  the  largest  States  were  to  be  as  fully  repre- 
sented by  the  amendment  as  Delaware  is.  New  York  would 
be  entitled  to  nine  more  members  than  is  assigned  to  her, 
Pennsylvania  to  six,  Virgima  to  five,  and  Ohio  to  fbor. 

We  were  asked  by  tlie  honnvble  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, if  a  tax  of  $340,000  were  to  be  levied  on  the 
Umted  States  would  Nev  York  pay  |MO,000?  I  answer 
not  t  vevU  aik,  in  rctom.  in  refimnoe  t»  the  amend* 
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inent>  if  die  would  pty  $41,000  of  a  tax  on  the  United 
States  of  f255,00O.  No!  Xotpredsely.  Wou]d  Dela- 
ware pay  of  such  a  tax  $2,000.'  No,  sir>  she  would  only 
pay  91,580,  or  thereabouts. 

TkUng  into  view  these  inequalities  produced  by  the 
amendment,  I  come  to  t}us  conduuon— a  conclusion  from 
which  1  think  the  Senator  from  Uasiacbusetta  cannot  es- 
cape— thar>  if  the  bill  is  unconstltutionu),  by  rouon  of  the 
inequalities  it  produces  in  the  reprcsenlatiun  of  the  dif- 
ferent Slates,  bis  amendment  is  tinconattutional.  If  his 
argument  on  this  point  is  stronr  enough  to  ovci-tlirow  the 
bill,  it  is  equally  potent  for  the  destruction  of  his  own 
amendment.  Indeed,  sr,  it  will  apply  to  any  bill  that  can 
be  fbnned.  Equality,  perfect  equality,  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed; and,  therefore,  it  is  beyond  tne  ingenuity  or  the  wit  of 
man  to  form  a  bill  that  wiU  hot  be  obnoxious  to  the  con- 
stitutional objection  interposed  to  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Inequality,  which  I  regard  as  ineritable,  arises  when  the 
apportionment  ia  made,  as  it  ia  by  the  bill,  and  as  it  always 
ou^t  to  be  made,  by  the  applintion  of  a  ringle  division 
to  the  federal  number  of  each  State.  In  that  caae,  each 
State  ia  exposed  to  a  loss  on  account  of  fractions;  and 
that  loss  may  be — indeed,  nr,  it  will  be,  as  large  in  some 
of  the  smaliest  States  as  in  some  of  the  largest.  If  tlie 
fractions  in  a  small  State  and  in  a  lar^  one  are  absolutely 
equal,  there  will  be  great  relative  inequality.  If  Dela- 
ware has  a  fraction  as  large  as  that  of  New  York,  and  the 
chance  ia  equal  that  she  will  have,  her  relative  loss  must 
be  twenty-tive  times  as  laige  as  New  York*  because  New 
York  baa  twenty-five  timet  ner  population. 

"niere  are  conndentions  wUeh  I  must  be  pKrdoned  for 
alluding  to,  that  ought  to  repress,  at  once,  any  Hnntf  di»- 
content  which  the  small  States  may  at  first  view  feet  dis- 
posed to  indulge  on  accounl  of  this  comparative  inequality 
of  loss.  If  New  England,  with  a  little  larger  population 
than  New  York,  gets  by  the  bill  a  less  number  of  repi-e- 
sentatives  in  the  other  House  tbanNew  York,  by  two,  she 
has  in  this  House  ten  more  vtnces  than  New  York.  She 
baa  nz  tinea  the  power  here  tint  New  York  has.  She 
has  eight  more  votes  in  the  election  t^a  Chief  Maj^strate. 
The  Senate  haaa  check  upon  every  thing  theHouse  doesi 
but  in  piany  things  it  is  without  any  check  from  the  House. 
When  we  consider  the  amount  and  importance  of  Execu- 
tive bnnness,  and  the  preponderating,  unequal  power 
which  the  aniall  Stttea  nave  in  the  choice  of  a  Prnddent 
and  in  legislation,  we  ought  not  to  feel  so  much  anxiety 
and  sympathy  for  their  comparatively  small  loas  of  power 
in  the  other  House,  occanoned  by  an  inevitable  n»s  on 
fractiona,  nor  ought  we  to  busy  ooraelvea  in  inventing  cu- 
rious theories  of  allotting  memben,  unknown  in  any  for- 
mer practice,  and  contruy  to  a  settled  coostruction  of  the 
constitution,  for  the  purpose  of  repuring  and  more  than 
repairing  their  loss.  I  do  not  allude  to  the  advantages  of 
tbe  small  States,  by  way  of  complaint.  They  have  tltem 
by  the  conatituliini,  and  tbejr  are  envied  to  them,  llie 
luge  States  submit  to  this  condition  of  tMngt  as  to  a  dis- 
pensation of  Providence,  de^^ed  uid  opMating,  as  we 
are  wiHing  to  believe,  for  our  common  good;  but  we  ttunk 
tbe  small  States  ought  to  submit,  in  the  saipe  spirit,  to  tiie 
little  loss  tbey  sustain  in  oi^niaing  the  other  Uouset  it  ia 
impcaed  on  them  by  the  constitution,  and  they  have  abun- 
dant reasons  for  resignation  to  it{  for,  in  the  organization 
of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  choice  of  a  Chief  Magistrate, 
tbey  are  most  munificently  rewarded  for  any  loss  they  may 
sustain  by  apportioning  members  in  the  long  establi^ed 
mode. 

I  tnut  diat  imtherthe  remarks  I  have  made  on  the  su- 
perior power  that  the  smalt  States  have  in  this-  House 
and  in  the  choice  of  the  President,  nor  the  frequent  allu- 
sion to  auch  States  to  show  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
amendment  under  conanderation,  will  be  renrded  as  fiir- 
oiiUiig  the  slii^itcit  endeoce  of  an  unfriendly  disposition 


to  those  States.  I  would  not  withhold  from  any  one  of 
them  tbe  smallest  particle  of  its  legitimiite  power  or  influ- 
ence, nor  would  I  transfer  to  it  any  power  or  influence 
that  rightfully  belongs  to  any  large  State.  Let  each  have 
all  that  the  constitution  gives,  and  no  more.  New  York 
and  Delaware,  the  largest  and  the  smallest  States,  are  tte 
two  prominent  points  of  comparison.  When  reforence  ii 
made  to  the  former  to  sustun  an  objection  to  the  bill  for 
giving  large  States  too  much,  it  would  be  injustice  to  infer 
that  the  reference  is  prompted  by  illilKTul  feelings  to- 
wards that  Statet  and  when  reference  is  made  to  Delaware 
to  show  that  tlie  amendment  confers  on  her  undue  advan- 
tages, it  »  done  only  to  prove  an  objection  or  illustrate  an 
argument,  and  ahodld  not,  1  presume,  will  not,  be  craat- 
dered  an  exhibition  of  an  unkind  spirit  towards  that  State. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  Senklor  from  Massachu- 
setts presents  to  us  for  adoption  tbe  principle  of  allotting 
members  to  States  for  fractions.  I'his  is  a  ^r^ive  consti- 
tutional question,  which  was  raised,  much  discussed,  and 
settled,  as  1  think,  in  1793.  The  Senator  haB  attempted 
with  great  ingenuity,  but,  so  far  aa  regards  myself,  without 
success,  to  convince  us  that  hia  amendment  does  not  pre- 
sent either  of  the  eonstitutinnal  objections  which  General 
Washington  interposed  to  the  apportionment  bill  to  wbtch 
he  affixed  his  veto.  It  docs  not,  I  concede,  present  the  se- 
cond ground  of  objection,  but  it  meets  the  first  directly 
in  the  face;  and  we  cannot  adopt  this  amendment,  without 
trampling  it  under  our  feet.  He  attempts  to  avoid  that  ob- 
jection, by  raiang  a  second  ratio  of  25,000,  and  applying 
It  to  tiie  fractions.  This  he  calls  a  complex  ratio,  t  cafl 
it  a  double  mtio,  and  tiie  use  of  it  effectually  destrt^s  the 
proportion  which  the  constitution  requires.  He  applies 
both  ratios — the  liirge  and  small  one — to  fifteen  States, 
and  tbe  large  one  only  to  nine  States;  and  this  is  called  ap- 
portioning equally  among  the  States  the  representatives 
according  to  their  numbers.  This  twofold  operation  vio- 
lates, necessarily  violates,  tbe  rule  of  proportion. 

General  Washington's  first  objection  to  the  bill  of  1793 
was,  that  '*  there  was  no  proportion  or  divisor  which,  ap- 
plied to  tiie  respective  numbers  of  the  States,  will  yield 
the  number  lind  allotment  of  representatives  proposed  by 
the  bill."  Now,  sir,  I  ask  tiie  mover  of  the  amendment 
to  tellua  what  proportion  or  Avisor,  applied  to  the  re- 
spective numbers  of  the  States,  will  produce  his  House  of 
255  membera.  I  venture  to  assert  there  is  none.  If  Gene- 
ral Washington  hud  conceived  that  he  was  at  liberty  to 
resort  to  what  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  calls  a  coni- 

Elex  ratio,  and  what^  think  would  be  better  described  by 
eing  called  dotUiIe  ratios,  he  could  soon  have  \irorked  out 
a  result  corresponding'to  tbe  provisions  of  the  bip  of  1793. 
If  two  ratios  would  not  have  done  it,  1  see  no  stronger  ob- 
jection to  three  than  to  two,  provided  eaiiality,  or  a  greater 
approximation  to  it,  is  thereby  obtained.  The  bill  of  1793 
confessedtv  produced  a  great  degree  of  equality.  The 
truth  is,  sir,  the  bill  of  1793,  and  the  amendment,  pro- 
ceed on  the  same  principlct  and  that  principle,  and  not  the 
second  ground  of  objection  mentioned  in  the  message  of 
General  Wariiington,  was  mainly  considered  in  pronounc- 
ing that  bill  unconstituti<mal.  Neither  Judge  Marshall's 
account  of  this  measure,  nor  the  debates  in  the  House,  so 
far  as  I  have  seen  them,  have  a  single  alluuon  to  the  second 
ground  of  objecticm  stated  in  the  President's  message.  I 
will  read  those  passages  in  Marshall's  Life  of  WBstungtOI^ 
which  relate  to  the  bill  of  1793: 

"  Construing  the  eomtitution  tp  authorise  a  process 
which  the  whde  number  of  representatives  should  be  as- 
certained on  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States 
femd  afterwards  *  apportioned  among  the  several  States  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  numbers,*  the  Senate  applied 
the  number  thirty  thousand  as  a  divisor  to  tiie  total  popu- 
lation; and  takingtbe  quotient,  which  was  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  the  number  of  representatives  given  by  tbe  ratio 
which  bad  been  adopted  in  the  Houae^bere  the  bill  had 
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originated,  they  apportioned  that  lumber  MiKMiptlte  se- 
veral States  by  that  ratio,  until  ai  tonay  repreaentativea  as 
it  would  fpvc  were  allotted  to  eacb.  The  renduaiy  num- 
bers were  then  distributed  amonff  the  State*  baring  the 
lii^est  fractions." 

it  is  admitted  by  Jud^  Marshall  that  this  renilted  in  a 
more  equitable  app<»tioiiiiient.  It  produced  what  the 
Senator  from  MutMclnuetts  tbinlu  his  amendroent  w\U  do. 
Inking  at  the  effect*  of  the  amendinent,  some  of  which 
1  have  Mated,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  his  expec- 
tations, in  this  particular,  will  be  realized.  "But  the 
rule,"  says  Judge  Marshal],  "waa  novel,  and  overturned 
opinions  wliich  had  been  generally  aasumcd,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  settled."  There  was  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion in  the  President's  cabinet.  "The  Secretary  of 
State,  (Mr.  Jefferson.)  and  the  Attorney  Genenl,  (Mr. 
Ed.  Bandolph,)  being  of  opinion  that  Ijie  act  was  at  vari- 
ance with  the  constitution;  the  Secretary  of  War>.j(Gene- 
ral  Knox,)  rather  undecidedt  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (General  Hamilton,}  thinking  that,  from  the  ex- 
pression in  the  clause  relating  to  the  subject,  neither  con- 
struction could  be  absolutely  rejected,  and  that,  therefore, 
it  would  be  proper  to  accede  to  the  interpretation  g^ven 
by  the  Le^slature."  *' After  weiriung  the  ai:guments 
which  were  utvcd  on  eacb  nde  of  m  queation,  tha  Pre- 
sident was  connrmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  population  of 
each  Stite,  and  not  the  total  population  of  the  United 
States,  must  give  the  numbers  to  whiob  alone  could  be 
applied  the  process  b^  which  the  number  of  representa- 
tives was  to  be  ascertained." 

The  bill  was  returned  to  the  House  wherein  it  <mginat- 
ed,  and  it  was  rejected.  **  Thus,"  aaya  Judgv  Uanhall, 
**  was  this  interesting  part  of  the  American  comtitutioo 
finally  settied."  1  have  read,  I  believe,  all  those  passages 
that  have  a  bearing  on  the  constitutionali^  of  the  ques- 
tion decided  by  the  rejection  of  the  bill  of  179^  and  it 
will  be  remarked  that  there  is  not  a  single  observatioo  that 
has  relation  to  the  second  ground  of  objection  in  the  mes- 
sage. The  proposition  of  dividing  on  fractions  is  expli- 
citly eoiisidered,  directly  passed,  and  clearly  repudiated  as 
unconstitutional.  The  number  of  representatives  is  to  be 
ascertained byasin^e  process,  not byaseriesof  processes, 
^}plied  to  Uie  population  of  each  State;  it  must  result 
from  tbe  application  of  a  proposition  or  divisor,  and  not 
two  or  more  propositions  or  divisors,  to  the  reqMcUve 
numbers  of  the  States. 

To  show  what  the  views  of  Mr.  Madison  were  on  this 
constitutional  question,  1  will  presAt  to  the  Senate  two 
short  extracts  trom  the  debate  on  tbe  apportioniaent  bill 
of  1792./ 

**  The^dea  of  fmctioMt  said  be*  WM  not  there  contend- 
ed for,  but  has  nnee  become  the  very  esMnce  of  the  oppo- 
sition; and  we  are  called  on  to  vidate  the  eenititutioii, 
by  adopting  a  measure  that  will  ^ve  representatives  to 
those  separate  and  distinct  fractions  in  the  respective 
States.  If  tliis  reasoning  is  good,  why  do  the  gentiemen 
stop  at  this  boundary  of  representation  by  States^  Why 
not  proceed  to  erect  tbe  whole  United  States  into  one  dis- 
trict, without  any  divirion,  in  order  to  prevent  the  inequality 
tliey  conceive  to  exist  in  renect  to  individual  Statea^' — 
AbaU,  19th  Ike.  1791. 

'*  Mr.  Maibon  repeated  the  substance  of  what  be  had 
before  offered  in  objection  to  this  propoution.  Fractions 
will  exiiit,  said  lie,  on  every  posnble  plan.  This  isto  bea 
permanent  law,  and  in  its  operation  will  probably  increase 
those  fractions.  The  oonstttutioD  refers  to  the  re^ective 
numbers  of  the  States  and  not  to  any  aggrccato  nuoiber. 
The  proposition  breaks  down  die  bsmeN  between  tbe 
State  and  General  Governments,  and  involve*  n  conaulida- 
Xum."—l)^e,  February  16.  1792. 

I  cannot  uitdcrstand,  from  tlie  Ifoiguagc  of  the^  pas- 
sages in  the  Life  of  Washii^rton,  and  tlicse  extracts  from 
tbe  debates  on  tbe  biU  of  1713,      thing  ka  than  u  ex- 


plicit ccmdemnatioQ  of  that  principle  of  the  amendment, 
which  proposes  to  distribute  members  on  fractionst  and, 
coming  from  the  quarter  this  language  docs^  I  cannot 
withhwd  from  it  the  higliest  reject.  It  was  uttered  by 
tbe  firamers  of  the  constitution,  who  are  to  be  presumed 
to  have  understood,  better  than  any  others,  the  import  of 
the  expresnons  they  had  used.  Thona^  we  at«  not  abso- 
lutely  concluded,  by  any  authority  on  such  i  question, 
we  <wght  to  yield  the  greatest  deference  to  such  opinions. 
They  are  a  contemporaneous  exposition  of  the  constibi- 
tion,  given  by  five  of  Vir^nia's  most  distinguished  sons— - 
more  distinguished,  probably,  tlian  any  other  State,  in  any 
other  age,  will  ever  produce.  On  anotlier  occasion,  which 
I  may  not  spedfy,  tnere  was  an  emuhatic  call  on  Virginia 
for  an  t^imw  on  wfast  was  regarded  a  constitutional  ques. 
tion.  It  was  then  said,  "  I  want  to  hear  a  voice  from  Vir* 
ginta;  I  Want  to  see  if  she  mil  stand  by  the  constitution.'' 
On  this  most  important  constitotional  question,  we  have 
heard  a  voice  firom  Vii^ia,  and  she  did  stand  by  the  con* 
stitution.  That  voice  was  uttered  forty  years  ago  by  her 
most  wise  and  patriotic  sons,  then  on  the  scene  of  action. 
It  was  powerful  in  efTectf  It  put  to  rest  this  pretenuon  of 
distributiiw  members  on  fraction^  which  lias  remained 
quiet  for  forty  years.  It  is  now  awakened  again.  1 
want*  on-thisoccanon,  to  hear  tbe  vwce  aS  Vimnia,  and 
to  see  if  she  yet  stands  by  the  constitution.  I  natter  my* 
self  that  the  distinguished  men  of  titat  State,  now  on  the 
stage  of  action,  will  q>eak  as  her  sages  did  in  times  past| 
and  will  again  put  this  pretenvon  to  rest,  where,  1  hop^ 
it  will  not  only  sleep  forty  years,  but  to  tbe  aid  of  all 
time. 

The  constitotion  requires  us  to  apprntion  membcn  ac- 
cording to  numbers.  This  is  said  to  mean  as  nearly  as 
posaUile.  TIm  qualification  is  not  expressed  in  the  coo- 
stitotion.  Our  powers  are  clieunMeribed  by  a  line;  and 
it  is  contended  that  if  we  cannot  come  up  to  the  Une  on 
one  ride,  which  I  call  the  constitutional  side,  by  reason  of 
a  natural  imposribUity,  we  may  get  around  on  to  the 
other  side,  and  take  our  porition  there,  provided  we  can, 
in  that  way,  get  nearer  to  that  line.  We  are  bound  to 
approach  as  nearly  to  it  as  practicable,  but  it  must  be  on 
the  constitutional  ade,  and  not  on  that  nde  that  lies  be- 
yond tlie  I'lmiUof  our  power.  "Hte  amendment  attempts 
to  come  to  this  fine  on  the  wrong  aide. 

1  know?  rir,  that  snpporititious  eases,  though  intended 
for  elucidation,  very  «tieii  produce  confusion;  but  I  think 
I  can  state  one  that  will  give  to  the  Senate  a  better  com- 
prehension of  my  views  than  1  have  yet  been  able  to  con- 
vey to  it  I  will  suppose  that  a  company  of  twen^-finir 
penons  are  the  owners  of  certain  prt^ierty,  and,  as  wc 
nave  been  made  during  the  last  six  weeks  exceeding  &n»* 
nar  with  cotton,  I  will  name,  as  diia  property,  two  hundred 
andftf^-five  bdeaof  cotton.  Themterest  of  therespccb- 
ive  partners  in  this  cotton  corresponds  with,  and  varies 
according  to,  tlie  population  of  the  re^ective  States. 
They  wish  to  distribute  among  themselves  the  bales  of 
cotton  according  to  their  interest  in  it;  but,  not  being  able 
to  do  it  to  the  s^isfaction  of  all,  they  call  upim  some  com- 
mon friend  to  do  it  for  tbem.  Be' undertakes  the  friendly 
office,  and  cidls  upon  thepi  for  their  directions.  They  ex- 
plain to  him  the  amount  of.  their  respective  interests,  and 
then  say,  apportion  among  the  owners  according  to  their 
respective  interestst  but  understand  no  bale  can  be  divid- 
ed into  parts.  He  meets  with  no  difficulty  in  distributing 
two  hundred  and  forty  of  the  bales,  but  serious  embarrass' 
ment  exuts  as  to  the  reriduary  fifteen.  He  finally  coo* 
eludes  that  it  is  best  todiqiose  of  these  fifteen  baie%  by 
giving  one  to  eadi  of  tlw  fifteen  partners  who  be  finds  have 
an  interest  in  them  exceeding  one-half  of  a  bale.  He 
calls  tiie  company  togetbo'i  snd  explains  bis  views  rela- 
tive to  tiie  surplos  Mes.  Fifteen  of  the  company,  who 
own  each  a  majcff  fraction  of  a  balc^  see  no  t^jectiwi  on 
the  score  of  intemi,  and  are  diqrascd  to  approve  of  tbe 
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determination  of  the  distributee ;  but  a  member,  who  has 
an  interest  equal  to  two-fifth*  of  a  bale,  my%  to  the  diatri- 
butor,  will  you  be  so  good  as  to  explain  to  me  hy  what 
ng^it  you  assume  to  give  my  interest  in  one  of  those  bales 
to  my  partner  ?  The  common  friend  repGeSi  your  partner 
owni  more  d*  that  Inle  than  you  doi  he  owns  three-fifths, 
and  Tou  onW  two-fifths  of  it  I  admit  that}  but  does 
his  nght  to  Utfee^fths  pve  him  a  right  to  my  two-fifths 
also?  The  fKend  saysi  strietljr  coMideredj  perhaps  it 
does  not,  but  he  owns  more  of  it  than  you  tlOi  and  it  will 
Ik  more  equitable  to  gire  it  to  him  than  to  you,  and  I  shall 
therefore  give  it  tu  him,  and  it  will  be  generous  in  you  to 
consent  to  tltis  disposition  of  it.  The  repfy  to  this  would 
be,  I  do  not  ask  you  to  ^ve  the  bale  of  cotton  to  me,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  quea^on  as  to  the  bi^ancc  of  equity. 
Tou  talk  ^ut  generori^  where  it  is  strietly  an  affair  of 
justice.  When  yoa  are  diapoaing  of  your  own  prot>er^, 
you  may  be  generous;  but  in  this  matter  you  are  dispowng 
of  my  property,  and  you  have  no  right  to  show  your  gene- 
rosity at  my  expense.    Your  authority  is  to  distribute  in  a 

Cirticular  maimer.  A  deviation  from  thia  manner  is  a  Tio> 
tion  of  your  instructions.  You  cannot  ap|>ortion  one  of 
the  fifteen  bales,  without  a  violation  of  those  instructions. 
The  question  is  asked,  v^at  shall  be  done  with  the  updis- 
tributed  bales.'  If  you  cannot  £strihiite  them  in  the  man- 
ner you  are  directed  to  distribute  them,  let  them  alone. 
They  must  remun  the  jtunt,  undhided  property  of  tiR 
company.  Our  situation,  Mr.  Preadent,  1  consider  to 
be  precisGly'  similar  to  the  perscm  appmnted  to  appor- 
tion the  bales  of  cotton.  We  cannot  tUstribute  on  iraC' 
tioQs  without  violating  the  rule  ^ven  us  to  regulate  our 
conduct  in  this  matter.  Will  Maine  oonaent  that  her  frac- 
tion sfaaQ  be  tnmsferred  to  Massachusetts,  for  the  puipoie 
cf  having  another  member  apportioned  to  the  latter  8tate> 
or,  if  it  is  not  regarded  as  a  timnsfer,  will  she  conaentthat 
a  member  shall  be  given  to  Massachusetts,  by  the  use  of  a 
ratio  of  25,000,  applied  to  a  part  of  her  members,  while 
we  refuse  to  apply  to  Maine,  and  several  other  States,  any 
ratio  less  than  47,000^  Maine  is  disposed,  I  presume,  to 
stand  on  her  strict  rights.  She  will  not,  and  sh^  ought 
not,  to  yield  a  single  inch  of  her  territory  to  the  British 
provinces;  and  I  venture*  to  say  ^e  will  not  submit  to 
the  transfer  of  a  nngte  partide  of  her  political  power  to 
HasMchuscttfl,  or  any  other  State.  Will  her  cnampion 
near  me,  [Mr.  Holxes,]  after  being  devoted  to  her  ser- 
vice for  thirty  years,  now,  when  about  retiring,  as  he  has 
pnblidy  announced,  from  the  bustle  of  public  Ufe,  to  me- 
ditate on  death  and  eternity,  be  un&ithful  to  her  interest, 
and  sit  nlent,  and  see  her  curtailed  of  Miy  portion  of  her 

EonUve  or  relative  power.'  No,  sir.  I  venture  to  affirm 
e  will  not.  The  honorable  mover  of  the  amendment 
scarcely  need  he  reminded  that  inequa£ty  is  as  cortunly 
and  folly  produced  by  giving  too  much,  as  by  not  giving 
enourh.  He  has  truly  aaid  that  what  one  gains,  another 
must  lose.  The  rest:dt  of  my  reflections  is,  that  the  ine- 
quality is  not  essentially  diminished  by  the  amendment. 
In  some  respects  there  is  a  greater  approximation  to 
equality  than  is  produced  by  the  bill)  but,  every  thing 
conridavd,  the  improvement  is  not,  1  presume,  as  great  as 
was  expected.  The  great,  and,  to  my  mind,  invincible 
objection  to  tiie  amendment  is,  that  it  establishes  the  prin- 
ciple of  allotting  members  upon  fractions.  ThisI  regard 
as  uncoiistitittionat,  and  must,  therefore,  ever  resist  iL 

Mr.  CLAYTON  hud,  he  aaid,  formed  the  opinion  that 
the  bill  is  unconstitutional,  incorrect,  as  it  does  not  appor- 
tion the  representatives  according  to  the  respective  num- 
ber of  the  several  States.  Congress,  he  thouglit,  had  fall- 
en into  an  error  in  applyingto  uie  several  States  a  common 
divinon.  The  principle  was  unequal  in  its  operation,  and 
led  to  monstrous  results.  The  injustice  to  the  smaller 
States,  fknii  the  appUcatioa  of  a  common  ratio  or  division, 
would  increase  every  census.  The  fur  proptntion  of  New 
York,  with  her  population  of  1,908,553,  i>  a  House  of  two 


hundred  and  forty,  was  tbirty-eight{  but  the  bill  gave  her, 
as  the  result  of  the  ratio,  forty  members.    Suppose  the 
population  of  New  York  to  be  double,  as  it  soon  will  be, 
and  3,837,10^  divided  by  the  ratio  of  47,700,  will  pve 
eigh^  membersi  but  the  number  to  which  the  State  would 
be  fcitly  entitle^  according  to  the  rule  of  three,  would 
be  but  HXty-ilz.   Fourtsen  members  would  be  gained  by 
the  application  of  a  eoounOD  £virion,^notone  of  whom 
would  have  a  Angle  man  at  honie  to  farm  his  constituency. 
He  would  like  to  know  if  tUs  was  constitutional,  if  this 
was  an  apportioiHnent  according  to  numbers.    This  evil 
has  heretofore  been  submitted  to,  because  it  was  not  very 
freatf  but  as  tlie  l*rge  States  increase,  or  as  the  divisions 
ncreaae,  the  e^l  wiU  become  intolerable.    By  the  very 
next  census,  if  the  principle  of  apportionment  by  the  cum- 
mon  diviwm  be  continued.  New  York  will  have  ai.  mem- 
bers on  the  Hootf  who  have  no  constituency;  for,  if  her 
population  be  then  two  and  a  half  millions,  as  it  probably 
wilt  be,  the  tatio  will  ^ve  her  fifty-two  representatives, 
though  her  population  would  entitle  her  only  to  forty-stx. 
Delaware  and  South  Carolina  bad  hitherto  suffered  more 
than  any  other  States  by  the  present  system  of  appor- 
tionment.-  Hie  aggregate  fnctions  of  South  Carouna, 
nnca  the  last  eenaas^  nad  been  118,  and  those  of  De- 
laware 111,000.    The  unrepresented  fractions  of  those 
States  had  been  339,000,  while  the  aggregate  frac- 
tions of  New  York  ,  were  only40,lS3.    U  was  not  pos- 
able  that  the  small  States,  in  assenting  to  the  constitutions, 
contemplated  such  striking  inequality  in  tbe  popular  re- 
preaentation.    But  the  Senator  from  New  York  saj's,  it 
was  foreseen  that  the  aroall  States  would  suH'er  by  frac* 
tions,  and,  therefore,  tiiev  were  compensated  for  the  ant^ 
cipated  Iqm  by  tiieir  admuMon  to  equality  of  representa- 
tion with  the  large  States  In  the  Senate.    A  reference, 
Bud  Mr.  C,  to  the  history  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, will  convince  tlie  Senattn-  that  he  is  wholly  mt&taken 
in  supposing*  that  the  representation  of  the  small  States  in 
the  Senate  was  allowed  in  consequence  of  the  surrender 
by  them  of  any  right  to  equal  represei\t.ition  in  the  popu- 
ur  branch.    If  Ive  looks  to  the  bond  which  Delaware  sign- 
ed,  he  will  find  that  die  made  equal  representation  of  the 
States  in  the  Senate  a  rim  qua  rum.   That  was  a  fundar 
mental  and  'unchangeable  provision  of  the  constitution, 
without  which  the  small  States  would  have  preferred  a  fo* 
reign  alliance  to  a  Union.    It  was  this  provision  which 
marked  the  Government  as  a  conft;deratcd  instead  of  a 
consolidated  republic.    Mr.  C.  made  several  statements, 
showing  the  uneipial  and  unfair  operations  of  the  ratios 
adopted  under  this  and  former  apportionments,  in  regard 
to  the  State  of  Delamrei  and  he  urged  the  neccsuty  of 
arresting  the  evil  now,  by  adopting  a  different  nile  of^^- 
portionment.    He  contended  tliat  the  representation  of 
nactions  was  constitutional  and  unavoidable.  Pennsylva- 
nia has  twenty-«ight  members  by  the  bill;  but  her  propor- 
tion was  only  twenty-seven  and  one-tt.-nth.  nut  Delaware  has 
but  one  member,  and  her  proportion  is  one  and  »x-tcnUtt. 
Do  you  give  a  member  to  the  fraction  of  one-tenth  ui 
Vennsylvania,  and  refuse  it  to  a  fraction  of  six-tenths  in 
Delaware^   The  proportion  of  Kltode  Island  is  one  and 
nine-tenths,  and  vou  give  her  two  members;  and  yet  you 
say  to  represent  mictions  is  unconstitutional.    Mr.  C.  then 
considei^  the  objections  urged  by  General  M'aslunglon 
agtunst  tfie  bill  of  1793,  and  ai^icd  tliat  tliey  ajiplied 
chiefly  to  the  fact  that  the  bill  gave  more  than  une  mem- 
ber to  every  thirhr  thousand,  and  that  it  did  nut  afTcct  tliia 
bUI. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked,  that  the  great  injustice  done  to 
his  native  State,  Connecticut,  at  the  last  apportionment 
ill  1833,  by  which  she  was  deprived  of  one  member,  aitd 
lefl  with  one  of  the  largest  fractions  in  the  Union,  had 
called  his  attention  particularly  to  this  subject;  and  he  had 
cxainined  it  mUi  care  and  attention,  wiUi  a  view  to  find 
a  remetly  tsk  the  tinequal  representation,  produced  by  the 
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present  mode  of  apportioning  repreientativefl  to  the  teve* 
ral  States.  lie  could  feel  no  piirticulRr  interest  in  this 
bill;  his  State  would  not  b«  affected  by  it 

On  glancing  at  this  bill  when  it  came  from  the  House 
of  Represent^ttlvcs,  sud  Mr.  F.,  my  mind  was  forcibly 
struck  witli  the  great  inequality  in  the  representation  it 
proposed,  and  the  palpable  injustice  to  the  smaller  Stales. 
Believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  the  right  as  well  as  the  special 
duty  of  the  Sen:Lte  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  States, 
whuse  representatives  we  are,  in  a  peculiar  sense,  my  at- 
tention was  turned  to  the  constitution,  to  see  wbetlier 
some  remedy  miglit  not  be  foundi  or  whether  that  sacred 
instrument  had  left  us  without  the  power  of  securing  an 
equul  representation,  or  had  &iled  to  secure  the  ri|^its  of 
the  Stales,  and  their  citizens,  on  this  all-importaut  and 
fundumentul  principle  of  free  Government. 

The  inequ;ility  and  injustice,  in'  the  apportionment  by 
this  bill,  arc  too  palpable  to  require  from  me  f  ny  elucida- 
tion, and  they  luive  been  already  fully  exposed;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  its  provisions  are  iuconsiiitent  witl)  tlie  provi- 
sions of  tiie  constitution,  which  declares  that  *' represen- 
tatives shall  be  apportioned  among  the  serersl-  States  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  numbers."  Can  it  be  possible 
tliat  New  York,  with  a  pojiulaUon  of  1,919,136,  can  be 
entitled  to  forty  representatives,  while  the  New  England 
States,  with  1,954,593,  is  entitled  to  only  thirty-eight  re- 
presentatives? Is  this  equals  Is  it  just?  Is  this  consist- 
ent with  the  proviMOiu  oTdie  constitution' 

The  second  section  of  the  fint  article  of  the  constitution 
contains  every  provision  in  relation  to  tlus  subject  Vf  liat 
is  the  language?  "Representatives  and  direct  taxes  riiall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  which  may  be 
incluiLcd  within  ibis  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
niinibers."  It  then  proceeds  to  dfcTai-e  in  what  way  the 
represcntHtivc  popuUtiun  shall  be  ascertained:  "the  num- 
ber of^rupi-cacnt»tiv<^8  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty 
tliousand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  repre- 
s:-ntaUvc." 

The  language  of  Uie  constitution  is  perfectly  plain,  aiul 
its  meaning  cannot  be  nusunderstood.  The  entire  popu- 
lation, entillvi^  to  representation  under  the  constitution, 
is  to  be  rL'prt'scJited  as  nearly  a&  it  can  be  done.  The  re- 
presentatives are  to  be  distributed  amongthe  several  States 
ill  propitrtion  to  their  relative  p(mulation(  and  it  is  the 
(l..ity  of  Congress  to  make  such  distribution  as  will  do  as 
equal  just.ce  aspt>8aible  intlic  Apportionment — exact  equa- 
lity is  impo&siblci  fur  there  will  be  fractions  in  any  distri- 
bution wliicli  can  be  devised)  and  it  is  our  duty  to  approx> 
m^te  as  near  to  equality  as  poss  hle.  The  question  then 
presents  itself,  in  what  way  is  Uiis  to  be  effected? 

Tlie  House  of  llepresentativcs  in  this  bill  have  declared 
that  the  ratio  of  representation  bhall  be  47,700.  Takiug 
this  ratio  as  a  divisor  for  the  whole  representative  popula- 
tion, and  it  gives  two  hundred  and  filly -one  representa- 
tives, witli  a  small  fraction.  I'lte  hill  apportions  to  the 
Several  States  but  two  hundred  and  forty  representatives; 
leaving  eleven  rcpresentntives,  to  which  the  people  arc 
entitled,  under  tlie  ratio  fixed,  to  be  provided  for,  unap- 
purtioiied,  or  rejected.  'Did  the  framers  of  tlie  constitu- 
liun  evL-r  contemplate  such  a  result?  Does  the  constitu- 
tion warrant  sucb  a  measure?  Can  Congress,  acting 
under  the  constitution,  say  to  480,000  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  you  shall  not  be  represented?  Impossible! 
Congress  has  not  the  power  to  deprive  any  portion  of  die 
dtizens  of  tlielr  just  proportion  of  representatiTct.  They 
are  entitled  to  those  representatives  which  your  ratio  gives, 
and  we  are  bound  to  apportion  them  among  the  several 
States  according  to  their  "respective  numbers,"  as  the 
constitution  has  directed.  If  these  eleven  members  are 
apportioned  to  those  States  which  liave  the  hirgest  unre- 
presented fractions,  the  distribution  will  be  in  strict  ac- 
cordance, not  only  with  the  spirit,  but  the  letter  of  the 
constitution.    The  repreientttives  will  be  i^Tportioned 


among  the  several  States  according  to  their  re^ective  num- 
bers. It  is  impossible  to  make  the  distributiwi  more  equal 
by  any  calculation  which  I  have  been  able  to  make. 

By  such  a  distribution  equal  justice  will  not  only  be 
done,  but  a  complete  check  wiltbe  provided  against  com- 
binations of  States,  for  the  purpose  securing  an  undue 
prf)portion  of  representatives.  .Under  any  other  mode  of 
distribution,  it  is  very  apparent  tliat,  by  fixing  a  ratio  which 
shall  throw  the  fractions  upon  the  smaller  States,  it  is  in 
tlie  power  of  a  few  lai^  States  to  ccnnbine  their  influ- 
ence so  as  to  have  their  whole  population  represented, 
iind  exclude  two-fifths  of  the  population  of  mudc  imall 
Statc-s.  By  this  bill.  New  York,  with  a  population  leas  b/ 
227,000  titan  seven  smaller  States,  has  the  same  number 
representatives!  and  is  left  with  a  small  fraction,  when 
these  seven  States  have  a  fraction  of  233,178.  Does  not 
this  injustice  and  inequality  require  cwrection  ?  Look  for 
a  moment  at  its  effects  upon  the  ratio  of  representation  as 
fixed  by  the  bill.  The  ratio  fbrNcw  York  is  47,700:  the 
ratio  01  representation  fur  the  other  seven  States,  collect- 
ively, is  57,540,  for  Uisaouri,  65,000i  and  for  Delam^ 
75,417! 

It  will  be  readihr  perceived  that,  as  the  population  and 
the  ratio  increase^  the  Iom  to  the  smaller  States  will  be 
constantly  increaati^^^he  aggregate  fractions  always 
bearing  a  proportion  to  the  number  of  States  whose  po- 
pulation will  entitle  them  to  the  same  number  of  repre- 
sentatives as  one  of  the  largest  States. 

By  adopting  the  principles  ttf  the  constitution  as  our 
guicle,  without  any  dispute  about  fractioni.  and  appor- 
tionhig  the  eleven  representatives  to  those  States  harii^ 
the  highest  numbers  unrepresented,  we  shall  not  only  ap- 
proximate very  nearly  to  pcrfkct  equality,  hut  produce  a 
very  equal  distribution  of  this  surplus  apportiiminent  in 
the  different  sections  of  the  coant^,  as  Uiey  have  often 
been  classed. 

To  the  six  New  England  States,  having  an  aggregate 
C-action  of  near  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  it  wiU  give 
three  reprcMntativcs.  By  this  bill.  New  York,  with  a  less 
population  tban^New  England  of  near  fifty  thousand,  haa 
two  more  representatives  than  New  England.  This  wiU 
adjust  the  claims  and  ri^ts  of  each. 

I'o  tlie  four  Middle  Sutes  it  gives  three  representative^ 
to  which  their  fractions  entitle  them. 

To  the  four  Southern  States  it  gives  one,  upon  the  same 
principle  of  equality. 

To  the  five  Northwestern  States  it  gives  tme,  their  frac- 
tions being  small. 

To  the  four  Southwestern  States  it  gives  three— and  I 
will  cheerfully  give  my  vote  for  it 

What  objection  can  be  made  to  this  apportionment, 
which  comes  so  near  equality,  and  gives  an  equal  repre- 
sentation? 

It  is  said  fractions  cannot  be  represented;  and  whyf 
The  Senator  ftgm  New  York  [Mr.  MabctI  haa  told  us  that 
General  Washington  returned  the  bill  of  1792  as  uqcoii> 
stitutional,  because  it  represented  ftmctions.  I  do  not  so 
understand  his  objections.  Nothing  is  said  of  fractioos. 
Ilia  objections  were,  that  eight  States  were  represented 
hy  more  members  than  one  for  each  thirty  thousand, 
which  is  clearly  unconstitutional.  But  this  objection  does 
not  apply,  at  all,  in  the  present  case.  No  member  wiO 
represent  less  than  thirty  thousand. 

liepresentation  and  taxation  are  to  be  equaHy  appor- 
tioned; and  we  only  require  tliat  they  shall  be  made  equal. 
On  what  principle  was  your  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars 
laid  in  1815?  The  answer  is,  in  exact  equal  proportions. 
The  quota  of  New  England  was  11,328,555  90— that  of 
New  York  was  |^860,2£  24.  How  is  thcrcpresanUtion? 
New  England  has  but  thirty-eight  members;  New  York, 
by  this  bill,  has  for^  members.  Apply  the  same  prin^ 
pie  to  the  direct  tax  which  this  bill  apportions  to  repre- 
sentatives, udyou  wUl  find  New  Englvid  paysperecj^dtf 
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083.74  while,  in  Nev  York,  euh  puya  bat  075.5, 
ia  nunifestly  unjust;  it  is  anconftkatioml. 

Wcclaim  only  our  just  and  eoud  riohto— the  constitu- 
tion  secures  us  equal  nght»— and.  by  adopting  the  prioci- 
ple_  of  the  amendiDen^  those  nghts  vill  be  protected 
munst  any  combination  wUch  can  be  formed  by  iiii£ting 
mctiotii  to  Impress  the  smaller  Strtei. 

TikO  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Tu£8DAT,  MjlBCH  6. 


Tlie  apportionment  bill  was  taken  i^. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expluned  tus  riews  of  the  bill,  and  of 
the  rarious  amendments  wUeh  had  been  moved  or  tag. 
peated,  and  corrected  certain  miaapprehennona  of  bis 
meaning-  which  had  been  exprassed  by  fentlevwil  oppos- 
ed to  kn  views. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  nddreased  dw  Senate  at  considera- 
ble length  in  support  of  the  bill  as  it  came  fVom  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTes,  and  ag«inst  the  amciMiment  which  had 
been  offered. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Ifessn.  GJ*A¥TON, 
TAZEWEL,!,  and  SWING, 
Mr.  WBB8TEB  offered  an  amesdowBt 

Mr.  W.  explained  and  defended  amendment  whkh 
he  had  proposed,  namely,  to  allow  to  those  Btitea  having 
a  major  fraction,  one  member,  in  additioQ  to  the  number 
which  would  be  given  them  by  the  ratio  proposedt  which, 
was  to  be  conmdered  and  divided  accoiding  to  the  simple 
rule  of  proportion,  as  far  as  this  rule  extend«lt  and  then 
to  add  one  member  to  eveiy  State  having  a  firaction  ex- 
ceeding five-tenths  oftbe  nttio.   After  Mr;  W.  concluded, 

Mr.  CLAY  asked  Ac  Senate  to  postpone  the  bill,  and 
lake  up  the  question  on  the  ticfiff^  but,  on  the  suggestion 
of  gentlemen  opposed,  he  waived  Us  suggestion;  and, 

After  some  further  remarfa  from  M—rs.  TAZEWELL, 
BIBB,  CLAY,  HAYNE,  WEBSTER,  and  FOOT, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

WlSVkSOAT,  H&SCB  7. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this  bill — the 
question  b«ng  on  the  amendment  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  WaasTKB,  viz.  to  strike  out  the  pravisiona  of  the  biU 
from  the  other  House,  and  insert  the  following: 

**  That,  from  and  aft^  the  3d  day  irf"  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-tlvee,  tiie  Houae  of  Bepre- 
Kntatives  sh»H  be  compoeed  of  such  anumber  of  meraoera, 
chosen  within  each  State,  aa  shall  bear  to  the  representa- 
tive population  of  aucb  State  the  same  proportion  aa  the 
nuti^er  two  hundred  and  Gfly^z  bears  to  the  whole  re- 
presentative population  of  the  United  States;  and  of  one 
Kdditional  member  to  every  State  in  whidb  the  addition  (tf 
•uch  member  will  bririg  its  miiDber  of  refuvsentatives 
nearer  to  its  exact  proportion  than  the  omiswon  of  such 
additional  raemberi  tlie  said  nund>cr  oC  repreaeotattvea  in 
Miy  State  not  exceeding  one  for  every  thirty  thousand 
penoni:.that  is  to  say,  within  the  State  of  Maine,  nine; 
within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  six;  within  tbe  State  of 
Uaasachasetta,  thitteent  withm  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
tvo{  within  the  State  of  Connecticut,  wx;  within  the  State 
of  Vermont,  wx;  within  the  State  of  Ifew  York,  fer^-one; 
within  the  State  of  New  Jenqr,  aevoDt  wilhin  the  State 
of  Penn^lvania,  twenly^iinet  iriAin  the  State  of  Deb- 
vare,  twA)  within  th«  State  of  Haryland,  idnet  within  the 
State  of  Vii^nia,  twenty-two;  within  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  fourteenf  witliin  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
ten;  within  the  State  of  Georgfa,  ninet  wiUun  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  thirteent  within  the  StsAe  of  Tennessee,  thir- 
teen) within  the  State-^  Ohio,  twenty;  within  the  State 
of  Indiana,  sevent  witliin  the  State  of  Louiuana,  four* 
vHfatn  the  State  of  itlinoia,  thfeci  wMUn  tfac  State  of 
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Alabama,  mzt  withb  tlie  State  of  MiMinippi,  tvoi  vitbto 
the  State  of  MiMWri.  three." 

With  his  amendment,  Mr.  WEBSTER  sobmttted  tlia. 
following  explanatory  statement!  which  wns,  at  the  same 

time,  oraered  to  bo  printed,  vis. 

The  repreaeatative  pi»ulation  of  tbe  United  States  ia 
eleven  million  nine  hundred  and  twenty-i^ne  thousand 
and  five.   A  House  of  Bcfwetentativeit  comastinf  of  two 

hundred  and  fifty-dz  memoen,  would  anve  fbr^-six  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  aia  ttie  eonmon  repre* 
sentative  number,  and  would  leave  a  Auction  of  only  173.- 
The  fii^owiiw  table  ezhitnts  iht  apportionment  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  members  anoi^  the  Slates,,  accord- 
in^  to  their  representative  poputatien,  upon  the  principle 
otgiving  to  each  St^  the  number  of  representatives 
nearest  to  ite  true  pn^MMtion.  •  Where  «  fi«ctioD  exceeds 
a  moiety  of  the  common  repreaeotative  number^  it  is  coo- 
sidered  that  the  greatest  attainable  equality  requires  an  adp , 
diUonal  representative  t  and  where  it  is  less  than  a  moiety, 
that  the  same  equality  requires  that  there  should  be  none. 

The  first  column  gives  the  representative  numbers  or 
population  of  the  several  States^  the  second  column  gives 
the  proportion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  memben^  to 
which  each  State  is  entitled,  in  numbersend  decimal  frac- 
tionst  the  third  column  give*  the  number  of  members  ' 
proposed  fi»  each  State,  being  that  number  which  is  near- 
est  to  its  exact  mathematical  proportion;  the  fourth  and 
fifth  columns  contun  the  fractions  belon^ng  to  the  States 
respectively,  being  the  excess  or  deficiency  in  theirjrepre- 
sentative  numbers,  over  or  under  their  exact  proportion.  _ 
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Dottvpia* 

Maine, 
N.  Uampsh. 

399,435 

8.58 

9 

19,938 

369,326 

5.78 

6 

10,256 

Vermont, 

280.657 

6.02 

6 

1,075 

Maasach'tta, 

Connecticut, 

610.407 

13.10 

13 

4,646 

297.665 

6.39 

6 

18.083 

R.  Island, 

97,194 

2.09 

<% 

4.000 

N.  York, 
N.  Jersey, 

1,918,623 
319,922 

41.18 

41 

8,146 

6.87 

r 

6,257 

Pennsylv'a, 

1,348,072 

38.93 

29 

3,241 

Delaware, 

75.433 

1.62 

3 

17.763 

Maryland 

.  405,843 

8.71 

9 

13,530 

Virg^iua, 

1.033,503 

21.97 

33 

1,631 

N.  Candina, 

639,747 
455,035 

13.73. 

14 

12,611 

S.  CxnAlna, 

9.77* 

10 

10,945 

Cieorgia, 

429,811 

9.22 

9 

10,438 

AliU>iuna, 

363,508 

5.63 

6 

17,074 

Hissiasippi, 

110,358 

2.37 

2 

17,164 

Louinana, 

171,904 

3.69 

4 

14,484 

Tenneaaee, 
Kentucky, 

635,263 

13.43 

13 

19,502- 
16,071 

631.832 

13.34 

13 

Ohio, 

935,883 

20.08 

30 

3.943 
16,851 

Indiana, 
Illinois^ 

343,030 

7.35 

7 

157,147 

3.26 

3 

17,3S6 

^Usseuri, 

130,419 

2.80 

3 

9,372 

11,929,005 

356.00 

256 

137,101 

137,274 

Deduct  ag- 

gregate fnc- 

173 

tion. 

137,101 

137.101 

[The  main  object  of  the  amendment  is  simply^  to  a|K 
proximate  more  nearly  to  an  Mailable  representation,  by 
giving  to  each  State,  having  a  fraction  exceeding  a  mcnety 
of  Uie-fatio  T^prtsoBtationt  am  additional  msiw«>] 
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Hr.  WEBSTER  ftddrcMed  the  Seimte  at  eotnidenble 
len^bj  in  Mipport  oF  tut  plant  voA  in  rtply  to  Mckts. 
Makot  met  Tazwill. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  deniand«<l  r  diriwon  of  the  quettion, 
M  M  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  separately  on  that 
Mit  wUdi  piupuMtl  to  give  leprescotativea  to  the  major 

Ifr.  TAZEWELL  T^obwdin  ftarAcr  €ppo4tion  to  the 
imendiaent. 

Mr.  SPRAOtTB  fidlnKd  in  a  ipeaeli  i*  wppMt  of  the 
Uiendmentt  and. 

After  aome  additional  leonrka  bv  Hem.  MARCY, 
WEBSTER,  and  CLAYTON, 

Tba  to— 1>  adjoumed. 

TnrBiBar,  Kamch  8. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Gcmnitttpe  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  vbteh  the  petition  was  referred,  praying  for  the 
aid  of  Congress  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Buffalo,  in 
Kew  York,  to  the  Misnssippi  river,  asked  to  be  dijichargcd 
from  the  fui-tlier  connderation  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLAY  retiaestedof  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
the  reasons  why  tlie  committee  asked  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  he  vas  not  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  comnninicate  to  the  Senate  the  reasons  of 
thdr  dedrion.  Re  vouM  a^,  howercr,  that  the  coMtt- 
tational  quettion  was  not  taken  Into  consideration,  because 
the  committee  were  of  the  opinion  Aat  the  cocntry  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  sustain  the  expense  which  the  work 
would  necewarily  require. 

The  reaolutions  sabmitted  yesterday  were  taken  up,  and 

llieWttprOTiditv  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  ID  the  States  Indiana  and  lUini»%  and  for  the 
erection  of  bfidget  orer  the  SdoU  Mid  Walnah  rivera, 
wai  taken  up. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  sud  that  the  progress  which  had 
been  made  in  the  construction  of  this  road  throutrh  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  llUnois,  was  perfectly  satisractory 
to  the  people  tiiere.  The  moaey  b»d  been  expended  in 
a  proper  manner.  The  present  sppronriation  wn*made  in 
consequence  of  a  bill  which  otigiiwtea  in  tiie  Senate  some 
years  araee.  The  bill  was  tfien  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

APPORTIONHENT  BILL. 

Tbia  bill  was  then  again  taken  up,  tiwether  wHh  the 
lubatitute  ^ered  by  Mr.  Wuam,  and  the  notion  of  Mr. 
FonsYTB  to  strike  out  from  the  substitute  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  repreaentation  of  fractions. 

Mr.  CLAYIXIN  contended  that  no  apportionment  bill 
had  everpasaed»  which  did  not,  in  effect,  represent  frac 
tiene.  The  bill  of  1793,  rejected  by  Prendent  Wasiiii^- 
ton,  represented  fractions,  and  waa  rejected  aolely  on  the 
Mwina  that  it  gave  more  than  one  representative  for  each 
ttiirty  thousand  to  several  of  the  States.  The  rule  applied 
to  that  bill  must  have  been  this:  that  the  representation  of 
each  State  should  bear  to  the  whole  number  of  represcn- 
tativea  the  aame  pn^ortion  which  the  representative  po- 
pulation of  each  State  bore  to  the  population  of  the  United 
State*.  By  that  biO,  New  Hampdure  had  fire  members, 
and  wu  entitled  to  but  four:  MassaebuaetU  had  sixteen, 
but  was  entitled  to  only  fifteen,  and  had  a  fraction  of  se- 
wntv-aeven  hundredths:  Delaware  was  entitled  to  but  one 
by  the  rule,  with  a  fraction  of  eight-tenlhii,  but  ba<)  two 
members  by  the  bill,  &Q.  Gentlemen  say  the  biU  was  re- 
jected because  fractions  were  represented  by  the  bill. 
General  Washington  said  there  was  no  common  divisor, 
or  ratio,  applied  to  the  bill.  He  found  no  proportion,  no 
equality,  m  the  bill.  There  was,  in  fcct,  no  possible 
Mmmon  dinaoriAidi  would  give  the  rewlU  of  that  bill; 
and  ttna  wasa  foir  ground  of  objectioit.  But,  by  tlie  bill 
which  Genrrai  Weahington  did  sign,  fractions  were,  irt 
foct,  repMaeiiiad.   The  whole  oumtor  of  ntprantatiivs. 


wiQiout  fractions,  given  by  the  biB,  waa  but  mnety'Sve; 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  was  eomposed  of  one 
hundred  and  five.  U  waa  not  true  that  any  Presdent  ever 
declared  that  representation  by  fractions  was  unconstitU' 
tional.    The  next  btfi,  which  was  approved  by  Prendent 
Jefferson,  waa  drawn  upon  the  very  same  prindple  witii 
diat  now  submitted  by  the  reaoinlion  of  the  Senator  from 
Maaaachusetts.   The  same  ratio  adc^ted  in  1T9S  waa  con- 
tinued in  1803.  He  showed  that,  by  this  bill  of  1802,  eight 
or  ten  States  got  each  one  member  more  than  the  rule  en- 
titled them  to.    Georgia  had  four  members  by  the  bill, 
and  was  entitled  by  uie  role  to  only  three,  with  a  large 
fraction;  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Gecngia  now  anyv 
that  tbereprcicnIntionoffradtionaiauBeonstitutionaL  The 
third  apportionmentbin,  wlndt  was  approved  by  Mr.  Madt* 
son,  also  allowed  representations  for  fmctions.  ^Thc  rati» 
assumed  by  the  House  was  thirty-seven  thousand.    It  wa» 
rejected  in  the  Senate,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  unequal  in 
its  operation, '  giving  an  undue  advantage  to  the  larger 
States.    TIk  Senate  did  not  consider  themselves  bound  by 
the  decision  ofthe  House.  They  undertook  to  do  justice. 
They  put  the  nlio  al  35,00(^  and  increased  the  number 
from  iro  to  I8S.  Jfr.  C.  Oien  ihowcd  that  aeveral  SUtes. 
by  that  bin,  had  got  one  more  mender  than  the  rule  of 
apportionment  entitled  tliem  tfh    Georgia  agun  waa  en- 
titled to  but  five  members,  witii  a  fraction  of  aeventy-dit  tre 
hundredths,  but  die  got  «x  members  by  the  bill.  The 
Senate  objected  to  the  bill  from  the  House  on  the  very 
grounds  wbitdi  are  'now  urged  against  the  bill  before  us, 
and  the  bill,  a»  amended  by  the  Senate,  waa  finidly  passed. 
Mr.  C.  then  went  oa  to  show  that  the  apportionment  bill 
of  1822,  signed  bf  Mr-  Mtmroe,  gave  represenlotives  (or 
fractions.    Georgia  again  had  one  more  representative  by 
the  bill  than  the  mle  of  apportionment  entitled  her  to* 
and  several  other  States  a  similar  proportion.    Under  the 
bill  now  before  us,  sent  to  us  from  the  House,  the  appor- 
tionment was,  he  contended,-gTos>]y  unequal  and  unjust. 
It  allowed  representatives,  in  acvenu  eases,  for  small  frac- 
tions, and  refused  them  to  van  large  fractiena.    This  re* 
suited  from  the  aaaumption  of  an  arintnTy  divisor,  whidi 
gave  a  result  frvorable  to  the  large  States,  and  oppresnve 
tathe  amall  States.    He  went  on  to  give  many  statement* 
in  support  of  this  position.    The  ohjection  to  the  bill,  re- 
sulting from  its  operation  in  regard  to  New  York,  was  to 
him  insnperablei  and  he  coold  not  conceive  how  bcmorable 
gentlemen  could,  by  any  mathematical  or  metaphyneal  kub- 
flety,  reconcile  it  to  ttmr  sense  of  justice  and  proptiely. 
New  York,  by  the  rule  of pK^mrtioD,  waa  entitled  to  thiftj- 
eight  members.  The  bill  givesherfor^.  She  had  those  two 
representatives  witliout  constituents  at  home.    Who  were 
the  people  whom  those  two  members  represented?  Whcra 
did  tbey  remde^   The  member  from  Delaware  is  choeea 
by  76,000  freemen;  and  be,  thdr  representative,  ats  by 
the  B^e  of  two  members  who  represent  nobody.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  oalla  npoa  the  Statt  of  yiigiaia 
to  support  the  bill.  I  caH,  said  Mr.  C,  upon  Soudi  Caro- 
lina, upon  Ilhnois,  upon  all  the  small  States,  to  help  me 
in  oppontion  to  those  large  Stmtest  fw  they  ore  all  small 
in  comparison  with  thot>e  two  State^—Ncw  York  and 
Vii^nia.    But  he  remembered  the  time  when  Virgiua, 
too,,stood  by  the  amall  States,  in  the  contest  fw  equal  re- 
presentation, against  the  assumption  of  the  large  Slatcfli 
be  referred  to  the  course  of  Messrs.  Giles  ami  Brent  in 
2811,  in  relation  to  the  appwtionment  bill  in  that  year 
passed.  The  hard  beaiii^  of  the  MU  upon  the  new  States 
he  next  considered.    Miasoori'Was  left  with  a  fraction  of 
ux-tenths,  while  Tennessee  had  one  member  for  a  wnaUrr 
fraction.    This  injustice  arose  from  the  arbitrary  aseump* 
tion  of  the  number  of  the  House,  and  the  oaauoiption,  at 
the  same  time,  of  an  arlHtrary  diviaor.    Mr.  C.  went  into 
several  atatementa  to  show  that  this  notic  of  apportion- 
ment must  neceiKirily  operate  to  accumubite  the  frtctiono 
upoo  dke  HuJl  aiatog.  TUs  mode  of  appmtionincnt  wm 
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adt>pted  ftx-  the  benefit  of  the  Krg;e  States;  tnd  as  Ion;  as 
the  SeMte  mffen  timn  lo  eontimie  it,  they  will  have  m 
advMta^  over  the  sanll  States  in  the  popiricr  reprecenta- 
tion.  The  five  large  Slates  had  a  f  epresenution  ef  131 
pieinbef*,  but  vere  entiticd  only  to  a  representation  of 
118  members.  Hie  nineteen  -smaller  States,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  333,000  nore  than  that  of  the  krg*  States,  had 
only  119  representMirei^  but  were  entitled  to  123  mem- 
bers. After  some  other  remarks^  Mr.  C.  coneladed  by 
niTokin^  the  «d  of  the  smalt  States  in  Hie  supprat  of 
the  rights  of  the  small  States.  He  hoped  the^  would 
send  the  bai1»acfc  ts  the  Hms^  h  the  bin  of  181S  was 
•ent  baeki  and,  if  the  House  objected  to  tt^  he  hoped  the 
Senate  wooM  insist  upon  their  anKndmen^  as  the  Senate 
did  in  1812. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  repried  briefly  to  the  Senator  fhnn  De- 
laware, innstinptliat  he  had,  to  nUdce  out  his  proposition, 
assumed  what  he  ought  to  hare  proved — that  his  rule  of 
apportionment  was  the  rale  wUm  tfte  6onstitnta»n  requir- 
«d.  The  State  of  Geor|^ta,  in  his  view  of  the  rule,  had 
always  had  a  larf^  fVvction  uwepresented;  and  the  rale 
by  which  the  {^ntleman  would  represent  ttist,  was  alto- 
gether arbitrary.  If  the  application  of  30,000  as  a  com- 
mon ratio,  in  1793,  was  eonstifutional,  then  the  similar  ap- 
plication of  a  hig>her  ratio  at  thfs  time  was  constitutional. 
The  State  which  he  represented  had  do  particidar  interest 
in  Uib  matter.  Her  number  tsS  repreaentativeB  would  be 
the  sane  under  the  amendment  as  under  die  biU.  He  had 
fistened  to  the  arguments  in  fiivor  of  the  amendment,  with 
s  disposition  to  be  convinced;  but  he  had  come  fothecon- 
clninon  that  the  representation  of  fractions  wss  unconsti- 
tutional. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  in  reply,  Ae  ratio  he  had  esta- 
bUsbed  was  not  ariritrary.  Tlie  true  ratio  must  be  obtun- 
«d  by  a  ftir  pnnMiRiMiment.  This  Is  the  only  rule  which, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  can  be  just  and  equal.  Any  ratio, 
got  from  other  process  than  fair  proportionment,  must  be 
arbitrary,  and  therefore  unj»st.  Unless  the  gentleman 
can  ahov  that  die  good  old  rule  of  three  u  incorrect,  he 
cannot  sUstain  the  bill,  nor  the  ratio  adopted  in  the  bill. 
The  gentleman  does  not  undertake  to  show  us  how  it  is 
that  the  representation  given  to  New  Tork  by  the  bill  is 
her  fidr  proportion.  S«ne  one  was  evidently  nustafcen  as 
to  this  subject,  and  it  was  ImportMit  that  it  sliould  be  as- 
certained who  it  is.  It  was  to  blm  Important — because  he 
was  sworn  to  support  the  eenstttution.-  The  gentleman 
Says  his  State  ts  not  interested  In  the  result.  But  be  con- 
tended that  Georgia,  by  the  bill,  got  an  advantage  which 
•he  denied  to  otlier  States.  The  bill  waa  not,  as  the  gen- 
tleman-s^  temporary  in  its  operation.  For  five  sncees- 
«ve  Congresses  it  gave  an  undue  portion  of  political  power 
to  the  large  States. 

Mr.  HATNB  bad,  be  said,  fistened  ftttentivel^  to  the 
M^iment  on  both  sides,  but  he  now  found  a  difficulty. 
He;  had,  at  one  time,  come  to  th  e  conclusion  to  vote  against 
the  amendment.  But  he  had  been  struck  with  the  ail- 
ment, that,  under  the  apportionment  proposed  in  the  bill 
from  the  House,  fractions  were  represented.  Now  if  frac- 
tions were  to  be  represented  at  ^  he  thougbt  die  most 
equitable  mode  of  representing  tbem  was  that  presented  In 
the  btIL  He  wished  the  Senate  to  fix  its  attention  upon 
this  (act;  New  York  has  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  whole 
representatives^  but  she  has  less  than  one-sixth  part  of  the 
whole  population.  If  so,  she  has  a  representative  for  her 
fraction.  He  wished  to  see  this  view  met.  He  could  not 
conceive  how  we  could  give  a  State  more  than  belonged 
to  her;  though  he  would  ima^ne  that  of^tlmea  it  might 
be  necessary  to  give  ber  less.  By  the  assumption  upim 
arbitrary  ratio,  or  an  arbitrary  number  of  members  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  easy,  as  lie  showed  by  case*  which 
he  put,  to  do  great  injustice  to  the  smaller  States.  -  Tliis 
resolution  would  be  to  send  the  biH  to  a  committee  with 
instructions  to  inqutre  what  ap|xinioimWBt  would  be  the 
most  equitable  and  constitationaL 


Ur.  WEBSTER  again  •dvoeated,  and  Mr.  MABCT 
and  Mr.  TAEEWBLL  ftirther  opposadt  lb*  aMBdment 
At  half  pMt  ftor  tte  flemte  a^outMd. 

FaiDAT,  MasBB  9. 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
This  bin  being  ^lun  taken  np, 

Mr.  SILSBBE  said  that,  dthough^  tneqwdities,  and, 
as  he  thought,  the  injustice  of  the  ensting  provinms  of 
the  bill  seemed  to  have  been  demoiiitnted,  ivt  he  msiiw 
duced  to  present  some  tflker  expodtiens  of  ttioae  inequafi- 
ties,  in  wnich,  hdrever,  he  should  be  very  brief,  ss  the 
Seiuitor  from  Ddaware  [Mr.  Clattoit]  had  aircady  pre- 
sented several  views  of  ttie  effect  of  the  bill,  in  its  present 
form,  to  which  he  [Mr.  8.]  should otherwisehave  lolioted 
the  attention  of  the  Senate;  but  which  he  shouM  now  nft 
further  notice,  than  to  express  his  eonfidenee  in  %x  cor- 
rectness of  the  ddeolations  knd  views  of  that  geaHenui 
upon  this  subject. 

The  first  oojection  w4iieh  he  shviild  nutlce  to  this  bil^ 
Mr.  8.  said,  was,  that  it  reduced  the  representation  of  some 
of  tiie  parent  States  to  four  less  dian  it  then  was,  by  de^ 
priving  each  of  the  States  of  New  ITalnpshire,  Massraa- 
setts,  Maryland,  and  Yirguua,  of  a  potifion  bf  thdrpre- 
sent  representation. 

in  beaalf  of  one  of  tfie  eqiutners  upon'  whom  It  Irai 
intended  to  impose  tbh  reduction  of  power,  (i*  ^f**  ""^ 
for  him  to  explsin  the  views  of  the  otbers,)  he  would  mf 
that  such  consequences  ought,  in  his  judgment,  to  b« 
avoided  tf  it  could  be  done  without  inflicting  erei^er  in* 
jury  tipon  oth^  sections  of  the  Union.  Altiioivh  n<:4 
an  advocate  for  an  overwhelming  legislative  body,  air.  8. 
observed  that  he  hod  ever  entertained  ttie  opinion  that 
the  rgpresentatioo  trf"  tbe  old  Slates  should  not  be  reduced 
either  earlier  or  fiister  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  and 
he  could  not  perceive  the  neeesrity  for  such  a  reduction  at 
this  time.  Another,  and  stronger,  objection  to  the  biH  was, 
Mr.  S.  said,  Uiat  it  caused  a  most  unequal  distribution 
of  the  unrepreaeTited  fractions^  as  he  would  endeavor  t4 
show  by  some  statements  which,  he  believed,  had  not  been 
presented  by  any  one  who  had  preceded  him  hi  tiiiA 
debate,  and  as  supplementary  to  some  of  those  which  had 
been  presented  by  others. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  the  whole  population  to  be  repre- 
sented was  11,938,731,  wbich,  at  a  ratio  of  47,T0O,  *i 
proposed  "by  the  bill,  wonld  gtve  350  representatives  and 
a  fraction  of  3,731 .  That  the  number  of  representatives 
proposed  by  the  bill  was  340,  with  an  aggregate  fV«etio& 
of  480,731 :  that  this  avgregate  fraction  was  eqtial  to  four 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  to  be  represented: 
that  the  aggregate  ftnetion  of  the  six  New  England  States 
upon  th«r  population,  was  about  seven  and  one-third  per 
cent.,  while  the  fractions  of  alt  the  other  States  than  those  of 
New  Ei^wd  was  only  three  and  one-third  per  cent. ;  and 
the  fractions  of  eleven  of  the  States,  having  175  of  thi 
340  representatives,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  population,  was  only  about  *one  and  three-foortbi 
per  cent.;  that  these'eleven  States  with  a  population  at 
8,497,935,  and  1T5  representative^  have  fractions  of  onlf 
150,430,  while  tbe  mx  New  England  States;  ifith  a  popuht- 
tion  of  only  1,954,684,  and  38  representatives,  (less  than 
one-fourth  the  population,  and  bOt  Kttie  over  one-fiflh  th^ 
representation  of  those  eleven  States, )  have  fractions  to  the 
amount  of  142,084t  and  thi*ee  adjoining  New  England 
States,  viz.  New  Hampshire^  UassaclmseKs,  and  Vermont 
with  a  population  of  1,160,S90,  and  33  representatives^ 
have  fractions  to  the  amount  of  1 10,990,  very  nearly  one- 
tenth  of  their  whole  population,  beridestosingtwoorfhdr 
present  representation. 

Sir,  stud  Mr.  S.,  I  know  that  an  inequality  of  these  frac- 
ticms  cannot  be  entirely  avoidedi  but  I  doubt  if  another 
ratio  can  be  devised,  wmchttQI  fiapoae  upon  any  kx  cao* 
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ttgnoili  Btiitei  of  tfie  Umon,'  or  upon  vaj  lix  Stitn  ttiat 
BK  not  contiguous,  &nd  that  hmve  &  popoUtkm  of  ibout 
two  millions,  Bucb  ui  inequality  u  U  imposed,  by  this  bill, 
upon  the  six  New  EngUrtd  States. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  state  that  the  arera^  number  of 
constituents  represented  by  each  of  the  175  delegates 
from  those  eleven.  States  would  be  48,559{  the  arera^ 
number  by  each  of  the  303  delegates  fitHn  eighteen 
States  woud  be  40,377)  while  the  aven^  number  re- 
presented by  each  of  the  3B  delentes  from  the  six  New 
jBn^^and  States  would  be  51,439.  That,  under  tbepro- 
Tisions  of  this  bill,  the  seven  States  of  Virginia,  Maiyland, 
Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New 
Rsmpdiire,  will  not  only  lose  four  represenUtives,  but 
inll  have  fractions  appertainiog'  to  ther  remaining  58  re- 
presentatives, to  the  amount  (»  31B,4S0,  equal  to  an  ex- 
eess  of  3,767  to  each  representative — while  sereo  other 
Stately  VIZ.  New  Tork,  Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Rhode  Island,  with  113  repre- 
sentatives, have  fractions  of  only  41,435,  or  an  excess  of 
~«ily369  to  each  representative,  being  less  than  one'tenth 
of  the  excess  to  be  represented  by  each  of  the  58  dele- 
gi)tes  fi^Mn  the  other  seven  States;  tiiat  Vermont,  wiUi 
onfy  5  representative^  would  have  a  larger  fraction  than 
the  seven  States. last  named,  with  113  repreaentatives:  that 
Pennffjilvania,  with  28  representative^  would  have  a  frac- 
tion ot  13,473t  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Rhode  Island, 
with  28  representatives,  would  have  fractions  to  the 
amount  of  8,739;  but  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Has- 
sacbusetts,  and  New  Jersey,  with  the  same  number  of  re- 
presentatives, (28,)  would  have  fractions  to  the  amount 
«f  144^713:  that  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a  popula- 
tion ef  1,918,623,  would  have  40  represeDtativest  while 
tiie  New  EDgUnd  States,  with  a  popuhtitm  of  1,954^684, 
would  have  but  38  r epr^ntatives,  with  a  population 
33,061  less.  New  York  would  have  a  representation  of 
two  members  more,  than  the  six  New  Enrhind  States. 
The  State  of  New  York  would  have  one-nxto  part  of  the 
whole  repreaenUtion  of  the  Union,  with  69,544  less  than 
one.«ixLh  of  its  population.  The  18  members  from  Ver- 
numt.  New  Hampnire,  New  Jersey,  and  Uissouri,  Mr.  8. 
paid,  would  have  ah  excess  of  141,734,  or,  7,873  to  each 
member;  while  the  90  membeTsfrom  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Georgia,  and  Kentucky,  would  have  an  excess  of 
only  35,338,  or  281  to  each  member}  the  average  number 
pt  constituents  to  the  first  18  members  being  SSiSTi,  •nd 
to  the  other  90  members  only  47,981. 

Mr.  S.  sudhekDewittobete^oustohear,eTen  more 
ao  than  to  prepare,  these  arithmetical  calculationsi  but  he 
aad  fUt  it  to  be  his  daty  to  present  them  to  the  Senate, 
Ibr  the  purpose-  of  showing,  better  than  be  could  do  it  in 
any  other  way,  some  of  the  imurioiM,  and,  as  he  could 
not  but  think,  unjust  eifects  of  th«  existing  provisions  of 
the  billt  and,  wiui  one  or  two  further  expositions  of  the 
same  Und,  he  should  take  leave  of  them,  and»  probably, 
«f  further  participation  in  this  discussion. 

It  will  be  seen,  said  tb.  8.,  Owta  dinnon  of  the  frac- 
tions*of  the  seven  States  of  Kew  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Itissouri,  Hisussippi,  and  Louisi- 
ana, amongst  thdr  34  members,  will  nve  to  each  of  those 
meiDbers  a  fraction  very  nearly  as  Itfge  as  that  of  the 
whole  New  York  delegation  at  40  menders;  the  34  mem- 
bers from  those  seven  States  have  fractions  to  the  amount 
of  313^18,  proportionable  to  which  the  fraction  to  the 
40  members  from  New  York  should  be  355,363,  whereas 
it  was  only  10,633.  Thu^  vriiile  the  airefage  nomber  of 
constituents  represented  by  eacb  of  the  40  mMnbers  frtm 
New  York  will  be  47,963,  the  average  number  represented 
by  each  of  the  24  members  from  the  other  seven  States 
will  be  56,584;  and  the  number  represented  by  the  mcm- 
.ber  from  Delaware  will  be  75|432. 

The  whole  represent^ve  populatioii  of  the  Union,  said 
Mr.  8.1  iB.ll,938,731t  oDe4ialf  of  whioh  u  i,0(M,36S. 


The  five  Strtes  of  New  ToA,  Fenn^lvania,  Virginia, 
Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  with  a  population  of  5,947,844,  be- 
ing 16^531  less  than  one-half  of  the  whole  population, 
are  entitied,  by  the  jjrovisicHis  of  the  bill,  to  121  of  the 
240  0iembera  of  which  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
to  be  cMnpoaedi  while  the  other  nineteen  SUtes,  with 
16,521  over  a  moiety  of  the  whole  population,  are  enti- 
tied to  but  119  of  the  340  members — giving  to  a  nunQrity 
ot  the  population  a  tnuori^  the  reptcsentatioo,  and  to 
a  majority  of  the  p<^m]aUan  only  a  ndnMity  of  tiwt  re- 
presentation. 

The  six  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  and  North  Carolina,  with  a  popuiatioa 
of  6,089,351,  being  124,986  over  one-half  the  w(k^  po- 
pulation, are  entitled  by  the  bill  to  126  member^  leaving 
a  popuUtioa,  in  the  other  States,  of  but  134,986  less  than 
one-tialf  the  whole  peculation,  and  entitled  to  118,  with 
only  114  members^ 

Can  ttus,  aud  Mr.  8.,  be«aUed  a  representatim  "  a^ 
portioned  amongst  the  several  States  according  to  their 
reactive  numbers?"  He  thought  it  could  not,  and  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  so  amended  as  to  approximate  somewhat 
nearer  to  sudi  a  representation  than  it  then  did,  before  it 
received  the  -aanction  of  that  body.  Touching  the  cwi- 
BtitutioQality  of  the  bill,  or  of  anj-  amendment  which  had 
been,  or  whieh  raigbt  be,  offered  to  it,  Hr.  S.  sud  he 
had  but  a  single  remark  to  make,  whi<^  was  this — that 
he  had  previously  believed,  and  had  become  more  and 
more  confirmed  in  the  belidT,  that  by  regar^ng  fractions 
we  riiould  approach  much  nearer  to  such  a  representa- 
tion as  is  prescrttied  by  the  constitution,  than  by  disre- 
garding them. 

Let  us  suppose,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  this  bill  had  come  to 
us,  from  the  other  House,  without  any  mention  of  the 
ratio  which  had  been  adtnited  there,,  (and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  ratio  ^uld  be  stated  in  the  bill,)  but  with 
merely  the  provisons  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  be  composed  of  340  members,  of  which  number 
the  State  of  Maine  should,  have  eight,  &c  &c.  ttc  In 
audi  case,  what  mode  of  calculation  would  most  naturally 
occur,  to  ascertain  if  those  340  members  had  been  cor- 
recUy  apportioned  to  the  sevml  States?  Would  it  not 
be  this — ss  the  whide  population  of  the  Union  is  to  340, 
what  is  the  proportion  oi  these  240  members  to  the  po- 
pulation of  each  State?  The  result  of  such  a  mode  of 
apportionment  was  upon  all  our  tablea,  ami  so  far  diifered 
from  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  that,  by  disponne  of  the 
extra  12  members  (beyond  the  338  which  would  be  dis- 
posed oTby  the  first  process)  to  tbetwelve  States  havii^  the 
largest  fractions,  and  exoeedn^;  the  moiety  of  a  constitu- 
ency, each  of  the  three  States  of  Verawn^  Delaware,  and 
Hissoiiri,  would  get  one  more  member,  and  each  of  the 
States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Kentucky,  would 
have  one  member  less  than  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

As  between  this  mode  of  apportioning  the  340  members 
amongst  the  States,  and  that  which  has  been  adopted  m 
the  bill,  Mr.  8.  a^i  that,  with  his  present  impresnons  on 
the  subject^  he  coidd  not  but  conuder  the  former  as  the 
most  correct  of  the  two.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  not,  in 
its  present  form,  be  sustained  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Tennessee,  said  the  proposition  now 
before  the  Senate  was,  whether  that  part  of  the  substitute 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  wliicb  proposes  the 
direct  representation  ot  fractions,  diall  be  atrict^n  out. 
Unless  something  aion  should  suggest  itself  to  bis  nund 
on  the  subject,  lie  should  determine  that  the  represents 
tion  of  fra^iens,  as  sud),  was  unconstitutional.  The  i»> 
tural  course  by  which  the  representatives  were  to  be  ap- 
portioned, was  to  assure  a  convenient  number  for  the 
House,  and  then  to  adopt  a  common  divisor,  by  which  the 
number  of  rcpresentaUves  from  each  State  should  be  as- 
certained. The  diviaor  would  be  ascertained,  After  exr 
petimen^  and  choeen  in  refrrenoe  to  ita  eqiud  operation 
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on  the  several  SUtet.  The  object  to  be  sttikied  is  to  be 
EBMie  a  just  impmtiiNiinent.  If  a  just  ■pportionment  be 
attuned,  UUMtioconaequence what ittlie process takent 
but  wh^erer  nilc  you  adopt,  must  be  one  trhich  applies  to 
the  reniective  numbers  of  each  State.  To  the  rule  pro- 
posed by  the  SeDstoi-  from  Maasaehusetts,  he  objected 
that  it  was  not  an  equal  rule,  applicable  to  each  State,  and 
<^>eratii^  in  like  manner  upon  each  State.  The  rule  gives 
anaddmoaalmendiOT  to  nch  of  the  twelve  msjor  flrac- 
tions,  and  withh^ds  it  from  the  tvdve  ttauar  frsctiont. 
What  one  State  gains  the  gentleman  says  truly  another 
State  loses,  and,  therefore,  the  States  havinp  the  major 
frictions  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  aggregate  minor 
fractions.  It  was  the  same  old  plan,  presented  in  a  new 
shape,  «4tich,  forty  years  ago,  was  repudiated  as  unconsti* 
tntNiial.  Each  State  must  be  received  as  a  distinct  body, 
to  be  distinctly  and  separately  represented.  The  doctrine 
that  a  part  of  the  political  power  or  representative  num- 
ber of  one  State  could  be  transfemd  to  another,  was  the 
doctrine  of  consolidation.  This  was  the  fifth  time  that 
the  subject  has  been  before  the  Senatei  and  how  u  it  that 
thu  plan  of  representing  fractions,  of  openting  upon  the 
States  as  a  consolidated  body,  was  never  before  proposed  * 
At  the  last  ^portionment,  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
would  have  been  entitled  to  one  mm  K|Maentative,  by 
lowerii^  the  ratio  adopted  only  one  or  two  hondredt  but 
her  Senators  did  not  suggest  the  idea  that  tlus  fraction 
ought  to  be  represented.  The  apportioivnent,  acc(«ding 
to  the  whole  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  form  of  the  con- 
federatjon,  must,  according  to  the  respective  numbers  of 
the  States  be  conndered  as  distinct,  separate  conamuni- 
tiea.  Perfect  e^oality  was  not  expected;  it  was  known  to 
be  unattainable,  m  the  apportionment  of  men — for  they 
are  not,  like  money,  divisible.  It  is  true  that  the  large 
States  have  an  advantage  in  the  qiportiooment,  because 
tbdr  fraction,  whatever  it  is,  must  bear  a  less  proportion 
to  their  whole  number  of  representatives  than  the  frac- 
tions of  the  smaller  States  to  their  number  of  representa- 
tives. But  this  was  an  advantage  of  which  you  cannot 
deprive  the  lat^  States,  constitutionally.  You  give,  how- 
ever, to  four  of  the  large  States,  wlueli,  you  my,  have 
abeathr  more  tiian  their  proportion,  an  additional  member 
to  each.  Tennessee  has  a  fraction  of  19,903,  but  ^is  not 
tohavean  aflditional  member;  but  Ujdne,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  ori^nal  bill,  bad  a  fraction  of  but  17,000,  is  to 
have  an  additional  member.  Thir^<one  thousand  persona 
are  to  be  transferred  from  Tennessee  to  Maine,  to  be 
there  represented  as  citizens  of  a  State  they  were  nei  er 
in,  and  by  a  person  whom  they  never  saw.  This  was  the 
practical  effect  of  ttus  scaielne,  wfaidi  was  forced  and  urged 
upon  us  as  one  of  equal  operation.  Pena^'lTania,  by  this 
scheme,  was  to  liave  a  representative  for  a  number  sltort 
of  the  ratio  by  three  or  four  thousand,  and  Tennessee 
was  to  have  but  one  representative  for  a  number  exceed- 
ing the  ratio  by  nineteen  thousand  and  over.  Twelve 
State*  were  to  be  over-represented,  and  twelve  were  tn 
be  under^epresented— and  the  over-npreaented  States 
were  those  among  the  largest  States,  and  those  under-re- 
presented were  both  smiUl  and  new  States,  and  yet  the 
plan  was  recommended  as  promotive  of  equality.  The 
bill  was  better  as  it  stands,  ft  protluced  less  injustice  than 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
He  would  xiA  nothing  in  saying  that,  if  the  cetisus  of  six 
MV  States,  Tennessee,  Alabama.  Misnswppi,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  would  be  taken  over  i^n  at  this  moment,  it 
would  be  found  that  th^  had  an  increased  population  add- 
ed to  them  »nce  the  census  was  taken.  Which,  in  addition 
to  the  fractions,  would  entitle  each  of  them  to  another  re. 
presentetive;  and  yet  this  scheme  was  recommended  to  us 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  as  being  especiully  fa- 
vorable to  new  SUtes.  The  fractiiHW,  if  he  could  fix  tliem, 
should  fall  upon  tlie  old  States^  whose  population  was  sta- 
tionar^*  aad  not  upon  Ui«  new  StatM,  whue'  population 


was  increasing  with  unparalleled  rapidity.  He  did  not 
eonnder  that  the  substitute  was  as  nvorable  to  the  new 
and  growing  States  which  he  had  named,  as  the  original 

bill.  In  regard  to  Tennessee,  if  the  substitute  prevailed, 
this  would  be  the  fourth  time  that  that  rapidly  growing 
State  will  have  been  put  off  with  a  large  unrepresented 
fraction.  If  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  is  unequal,  it  can  only  be 
(banged  by  altering  the  ratio,  or  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House;  and  he  believed  it  was  the  port  of  tlw 
House,  exclusively,  to  fix  upon  such  a  number  as  to  them 
may  seem  most  fit  and  convenient,  unless,  indeed,  it  should 
be  manifest  to  us,  that,  by  an  alteration,  some  great  bene- 
fit was  to  be  obtained.  As  to  the  ratio  proposed  in  the 
bill,  he  believed  it  was  productive  of  as  much  equality'  and 
justice^  in  relation  to  the  several  States,  as  could  be  ob- 
tained by  any  other  ratio.  Even  if  the  constitutional  ob- 
jection to  the  substitute,  which  with  htm  was  insuperable, 
was  out  of  the  question,  he  would  prefer  the  biQaaitcame 
from  the  House,  to  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  spoke  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  and  in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  amend  the 
substitute.  He  contended  that  fractions  had,  by  every 
bill,  been  substantially  represented,  though  not  so  by 
provinons  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  billi  that  such 
representation  was  in  acemdance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  whidi  required  a  iust  aftd  equal  appor- 
tionment of  representatives;  and  that  the  provisions  of  the 
substitute  attained  a  greater  degree  of  equality  than  those 
of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  also  advocated  the  .amendment  at  some 
length  tend  then 

llie  Senate  a^oumed  to  Monday. 

MonAV,  Maxch  13. 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  with 
the  amendment  thereto  offered  by  Mr.  WaasTxa,  and  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Fobstxh. 

Mr.  DICKERS(^  audiComhigiashe  did,  from  a  State 
which  has  severely  felt  the  unequal  and  unjust  operation 
of  the  laws  heretofore  adopted,  and  again  to  be  adopted, 
if  the  present  bill  should  pass,  for  apportioning  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  among  tlie  several 
States,  it  was  his  duty  to  his  constituents  to  join  Senators 
from  States  similarly  situated,  in  an  effort  to  arrest,  as  far 
B9  practicable,  this  system  of  oppression. 

Great  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  small  States,  said 
Mr.  ill  withholding  from  them  'their  proper  abu«  of 
power,  weight,  and  infiuence,  in  the-  councils  of  the  na- 
tioni  more  especially  as  it  respects  their  numerical  force 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  while  they  have  been 
compelled  to  bear  their  undiminished  share  of  public 
burdens.  The  condition  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
conti-asted  with  that  of  her  potent  neighbors.  New  York 
uul  Penn^lvania,  will  ^vA  uiis  subject  in  a  strong  pdnt 
of  view.  In  the  apportionment  of^  1810,  when  the  ratio 
was  fixed  at  35,000,  New  Jersey  had  an  unrepresented 
fraction  of  31,322,  while  New  York  had  a  fraction  of 
8,043,  and  Pennsylvania  a  fraction  of  4,773,  added  to- 
gether amounting  to  l2,81fl.  The  fraction  of  New  Jersey 
being  nearly  three  times  as  great  as  th:it  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  togetlierj  while  New  York  had  a  represen- 
tation of  27,  Pennsylvania  of  23,  and  New  Jersey  6.  In 
the  apportionment  of  1820,  when  the  ratio  was  fixed  at 
40,000,  New  Jersey  had  a  fhiction  of  34,551,  while  New 
York  had  a  fraction  of  8,775,  and  Pennsylvania  of  9,449; 
and  in  the  apportionment  of  1830,  act^ordiiig  to  the  pre- 
sent bill,  with  a  ratio  of  47,700,  New  Jersev  has  a  fraction 
of  33,632,  while  New  York  has  a  fraction  of  9,953,  and 
Pennsylvania  of  12,052.  In  this  way  sevend  States  have 
niffered  nearly  as  much  as  New  Jersey,  and  the  State  of 
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DeUware  much  more.  And  ibaJl  tbe  Senaton  tif  these 
Stales  not  complain'  Shall  tbcy  not  ini|uire  whether  the 
constitution,  which  was  adoptea  for  the  common  benefit 
of  all,  ciiii,  when  birly  consbiied,  authorize  such  .|;ro3s  in- 
justice? And  being  convinced  that  a  &ir  construction  of 
the  constitution  would  secure  to  them  a  more  et^al  re- 
preseiitatioiif  shall  they  not  avail  themselves  <m  their 
strength,  in  this  body,  to  assert  and  obtwn  their  jiutrii^br? 

By  the  constitution  (tfthe  United  States,  representation 
and  direct  taxes  sliatl  be  apportioned  amongf  the  sevend 
States  according  to  their  respective  numbers.  It  is  impos- 
uble  to  comply  strictly  with  tbe  terms  of  the  constitution; 
but  -it  is  the  (luty  of  Congress  to  approach,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  to  a  just  apportionment  ot  representatives  as 
well  as  of  taxes. 

The  plain  meaning  of  the  constitution  is,  that,  of  what- 
ever number  the  popular  branch  of  Congress  shall  con- 
sist, it  sliall  be  so  divided,  adjusted,  and  apportioned  among 
the  several  States,  that  the  representative  strei^thof  each 
State  in  that  bo<ly  shall  be,  as  its  actual  comparative 
strengtli,  measured  in  federal  numbers  in  Ae  Union,  that 
the  whole  reprcsentiittve  population  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  to  tlie  whole  number  of  representatives,  as  the 
representative  population  of  any  State  dull  be  to  its  share 
of  suchrepreswitatives.  And  this  diviuon,  adjustment,  or 
apportionment,  cannot  be  made  in  accordance  with -the 
constitution,  until  we  have  arrived  at  Uie  nearest  practical 
approximation  to  this  principle.  And  has  this  been  attain- 
ed in  tiie  bill  before  us?  It  has  not{  on  the  contrary,  this 
bill  is  a  reiteration  and  continuation  of  old  abuses,  which 
have  become  more  oppressive  as  our  population  has  in- 
creased) and  when  the  Senators  from  the  Stirtes,  feeling 
tile  oppreanve  operatim  of  this  biU*  endeavor  to  amend 
it,  they  are  met  with  the  moat  determined  oppostion  firom 
tile  Senators  of  States  having  more  than  their  share  of 
this  joint  stock  of  power;  and  the  great  States  seem  to 
make  it  a  common  cause,  to  deprive  tbe  nnall  States  of 
their  proper  rights  and  iidueoce  in  the  House  of  Bcpre- 
scntattves. 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  [Hr.  Kabct,]  after  urpng 
all  the  arguments  which  the  case  admits  of,  for  tbe  hill  and 
aguinst  the  proposed  amendment,  calls  loudly  upon  the 
Senator  from  Vu^inia,  [Mr.  Taekwill,]  and  begs  that  the 
voicc  of  Virginia  may  be  heard  upon  this  question;  where- 
iipon  the  Sciutor  from  Vii^jnia  comes  forward  with  a  for- 
midable array  of  unaccommodating  nitios,  and  similitudes 
of  ratios,  and  various  scientific,  technical,  and  mathema' 
tical  terms  and  phrases,  calculated  lo  exclude  every  prin- 
ciple, not  based  upon  tiie  exact  scieiiccs,  from  the  rules 
to  be  adopted  in  making  the  apportionment  of  the  repre- 
scnUtives  among  the  several  States.  And  he  managed 
his  Weapons  with  such  admirable  skill  and  address,  that  he 
seemed  to  perplex  the  whole  Senate — at  least,  I  am  quite 
willing  to  acknowledge  that  he  perplexed  me;  and  all 
tliosc  stiict  and  accurate  principles  are  made  to  depend 
upon  the  word  appoi-tion. 

Kow  it  so  happens  that  the  word  apportion  is  de<»dedly 
ungcometrical;  it  is  neither  technical  nor  scientific,  it  does 
uot  imply  mathematical  accuracy,  nor  is  it  found  in  any 
inutliematicul  book.  Perhaps  terms  of  mathematical  ac- 
curacy were  studiously  avoided  in  this  part  of  tlie 
constitution,  from  a  fear  that  they  might  be  used  to 
prevent  a  just,  fair,  and  equitable  apportionment  of  re- 
presentatives among  tbe  Sutea;  for  fear  of  giving  just 
cause  for  the  dif&cuTties  which  gentlemen  now  urge  against 
the  amendment  to  this  bill. 

I'he  Senator  from  Vii^nla  does  not  seem  willingto  rest 
upon  hid  muthemutical  principles  alone.  He  calu  to  bis 
aid  the  decision  of  Washington  in  1792,  and  the  practice 
under  it  for  forty  years.  Tlie  arguments  of  the  Senators 
from  Massachuiieitsand  Delaware  [Ur.  Wsbstxb  and  Mr. 
Clatton]  have  entirely  convinced  me  that  the  (Ejections 
to  the  appoi'tiooment  bill  of  irS3  do  not  apply  to  tbe 


aiDendmeat  now  under  cMinderatioB;  and  if  Ihey  I 
shouldnotoonaiderthemasfinaUyoenclunve.  TbestaaU 
States  have  alwi^  renstrd,  as  far  as  they  eonstituttonalfy 
could  do  so,  tbe  pasnng  of  the  different  asportiohment 
bills  which  Iwve  operated  so  injuriously  to  their  interest. 
Any  right  to  a  rotve  fair  and  equitable  rule  of  apportion* 
ment,  whidi  th^  possessed  before  the  first  app<n1ion- 
ment,  they  possess  now.  Their  acquiescence  in  laws  to 
which  they  were  (Aliged  to  submit,  cannot  be  considered 
asarelinquiAmentof  any  right 

I  am  surprised  that  the  Senator  fi<onx  Virginia  should 
place  so  much  re&mce  apon  decimons  of  con^tutioiMd 
pointe,  ay  to  give  them  ue  force  of  precedents,  even 
when  they  are  of  forty  years'  standing.  If  1  am  not  modi 
mistaken,  I  have  heanl  an  opinion  from  that  Senator,  that 
no  decision  agiunat  the  principles  of  the  constitutioa  eocld 
acquire  the  KHPce  of  law  any  lapse  of  time.  If  the 
principle  of  Uie  law  «f  l?f«  was  in  accordance  with  the 
constitution  then,  it  is  so  now:  and  if  the  present  bill  is 
upon  the  same  principle,  it  cannot  want  the  aid  of  prece- 
dent, but  may  safely  rest  upon  constitutional  grounds  ^one. 
The  precedent  can  only  be  of  service,  upon  the  suppon- 
tion  that  tiie  prindple  of  tbe  biU  wants  constitutional  sup- 
sort.  And,  m  sucnoase,  it  would  be  demmble  to  bunr 
how  long  a  precedent  like  that  of  tbe  year  1793  must  re- 
main unmaturiied,  bcibreitJiccomea  an  anwmdment  to  the 
constitution.  The  precedent,  as  outied  out  in  the  differ* 
ent  apportionment  laws,  is  decidedly  that  the  brge  fractions 
shall  be  thrown  upon  the  small  States;  from  which  there 
is  no  departure  in  the  bill  befisre  us.  And  shall  an  un- 
willing acquiescence  in  this  abuse,  for  tarVf  year*,  give 
sanction  to  an  exercise  of  power  against  ever7  priuc^ile 
of  justice,  and  agsunst  the  plain  and  undoubttd  Meaning 
of  those  who  foraedtMs  compact  of  ourUnion^ 

By  tbe  biU  sent  to  osh  the  whtde  number  tS  representao 
t)ves  is  fixed  at  340.  It  ia  altogether  immaterial  by  what 
process  the  House  of  Bepieseiitativcs  came  to  the  con- 
clurion  that  this  should  be  tlie  number:  it  is  artntrary,  and 
altogether  independent  of  any  constitutional  proviaioni 
hut  when  adopted,  it  ftmns  an  indispensable  datiiBi  ni  tbe 
calculation  by  witieh  the  appmtionment  is  to  be  aiade 
among  the  States.  Tbe  whfde  representative  pi^nUation 
of  the  United  Slates^  and  the  whole  representative  popu- 
lation of  tbe  individual  States,  are  also  given,  upon  which 
the  constitution  directs  the  mode  of  apportionment,  wfakh 
must  be  among  the  several  States,  according  to  th^  re- 
spective numbers. 

As  the  wIk^  federal  number  of  people  in  the  United 
States  is  to  the  whole  number  of  representatives,  so  must 
be  the  whde  fUeral  number.of  Uie  people  of  any  State  ta 
its  share  tiS  iooh  representatives.  Tbe  truth  tiS  this  prin- 
ciple hss  not  been  contested,  and  cannot  bei  yet,  when 
applied  to  New  Ywk,  ^ves  her  but  38  representatives 
out  of  the  340,  whereas  the  bill  before  us  gives  her  40. 
As  11,928.9^  is  to  340,  so  is  1,918,553  to  3S  andafirao 
tion.  In  this  proposition,  the  first  and  second  terms  are 
constant,  bang  tlie  whole  population  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  repreaentativea;  the  third  tenn,  the  population  of 
any  State,  must  be  multiplied  by  the  aecond  tenn,  nnd  di- 
vided by  the  first,  which  will  give  the  fburdi  pK^rtion, 
or  number  of  representatives  to  which  such  State  is  entitled. 

By  dividing  the  first  and  second  terms  by  any  nmnber 
whatever,  we  obtain  equivalent  terms  which  may  be  sub- 
stituted for  those  respectivelj^.  If  we  divide  both  terms 
by  the  number  240,  we  obtain  49,707  for  the  first,  and  1 
for  the  second.  The  proportim  will  then  be  as  48,707: 1 
;  :  1.918,553  :38,  with  a  fnction  of  39.687.  As  the  se- 
cond term  is  unity,  tiie  muhjplication  is  dispensed  with( 
and  the  first  term  becomes  a  common  divisor,  for  each  Sate, 
when  the  whole  number  of  representatives  is  S40. 

In  fact,  however,  tbe  common  divisor  of 47,700  lias  been 
adopted  for  a  representation  of  340,  when  Uiat  number, 
or  inther  47,715^  is  tbe  pn^r  divisor  for  a  represcotatien 
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ofSSO.   FDrasll,93B,9d5i350i:l,91S,553:40.  DiTuk 
tite  two  fint  terma  by         and  we  hare  47,715 : 1 : : 
1,918,553 : 40;  so  that  forty  repreaentatHreg  are  all  t^at  Nev 
York  can  claim  from  a  House  of  S50.  And  in  this  connsts 
tiie  error  in  the  bill  before  us.    Sereral  of  the  States  are 
^owed  their  ftrll  share  of  a  House  of  350,  which  ia  tocoii' 
dst  of  no  more  than  240.    It  la  tme  that  if  vou  apply  this 
common  dirisor  to  all  the  States,  without  ulowinp  re_pr6> 
•entatives  fix-  any  of  the  fractions,  it  wiH  leave  you  with  a 
House  of  but  340  representatires,  as  the  s^e^te  of  all  the 
{^actiona  will  amount  to  a  sufficient  number  to  ^ire  ten 
representatiTes.    Yet  it  (a  equally  true  that  no  State  can 
have,  uodcr  any  just  construction  of  the  constitution,  more 
her  proper  share  of  the  actual  House  of  Representa- 
tives.  To  ^ve-to*the  Slates  having"  their  full  share  of  a 
House  of  Representatives  of  350,  a  just  ctum  to  such  re- 
presentation, the  House  must  actually  consist  of  that  num- 
ber; and  this  cannot  be  done,  but  by  giving  the  ten  frac- 
tiorul  representatives  to  the  Statea  navlng  fractions;  and 
justice  requhvs  that  they  should  be  given  to  the  States 
barinr  the  Ur^st  fractions,  as  this  will  be  the  nearest, 
possible  approximation  to  a  just  app(fftionment.    It  is 
clear  that  all  the  States  havirff  representatives  over  their 
Just  proportion  of  a  House  of  240,  have  them  in  eonse- 
qoence  of  the  ftnctionsi  their  extra  representatives,  there- 
fore, ore  the  representatives  of  frMtions.   The  Hotise  is 
to  eonnst  of  240  actual  and  10  constructive  members,  the 
last  being  representatives  <^  the  fractions)  but  they  are 
all  to  stand  up  together,  as  good  enough  representatives, 
till  the  ap])ortionment  ia  made,  and  certain  States  have  re- 
ceived Uieir  full  share  of  the  whole  number;  and  then 
these  ten  are  to  be  tlismisaed  the  service.  These  construc- 
tive members — these  men  of  straw,  are  to  be  counted,  to 
swell  th^  dindendt  of  cntun  SttfM^  and  then  to  vanish, 
as  being  of  ho  further  usej  but  when  they  vanish,  they 
carry  off  with  them  every  pretence,  on  the  part  of  these 
States,  for  having  a  single  representative  over  and  above 
their  strict  proponion  of  340.  The  aggregate  of  fhictlOns 
amounts  to  477,335,  which,  divided  oy  47,715.  gives  ten 
lepresentatives.    If  these  fractions  are  to  be  of  no  avail, 
to  give  Vermont,  witii  a  flraetion  of  43,000,  another  re- 
jffesentative,  then  let  them  have  no  avail  in  giving  to  New 
York  two  more  representatives  than  she  ia  entitled  to,  and 
to  several  other  Slates  one  each  more  than  they  are  en- 
titled to.    Deduct  these  fractions  from  the  whole  popula- 
tion, throw  them  out  of  the  calculation,  and  let  these 
Statea  take  their  share  of  the  representatives  of  tiie  w^ole 
populatjon  so  reduced.    The  aggregate  fraction  taken 
iromtlie  whole  population  wouUl  leave  but  11,451,600, 
wluch,  divided  by  47,715,  will  give  no  more  than  240  for 
the  House  of  Rcpresentativeay  instead  of  250;  and  this 
number  will  give  New  York  but  38  for  her  share.    It  ia 
therefbre  demonstrably  tnie  that,  under  the  present  bill,  2 
of  the  representatiTes  of  New  York  rest  upon  fractionsi 
and  if  the  Senator  from  Virginia  insists  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  his  strict  matliematical  principles  to  this  case,  he 
is  met  with  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  giving  to  any  State 
more  than  her  proportion  of  240  representatives.  The 
rule  of  apportionment  adopted  in  Uie  bill  is  neither  con- 
siatent  with  the  principles  of  tnathematics,  the  principles 
of  justice,  nor  the  principles  of  the  constitution.    A  strict 
mathematical   rule  will  operate  macit  more  decide^j 
ag;ain9t  the  bill  than  against  the  amendment. 

The  anien<lment  under  consideration  is  founded  upon 
correct  principles.  Tlie  assumed  number  of  356,  of 
which  it  IS  proposed  the  House  of  Reptcsentatives  shall 
consist,  will  require  as  a  common  divisor  the  number  of 
46,596,*  and  each  State  having  a  fraction  over  the  half  of 
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that  number,  to  have  one  representative  for  such  fraction- 
This  rule  b  onilbrmt  applies  with  eciual  justice  to  all  tlie  ' 
States^  \*f^  and  snMlIt  u  not  restricted  bjr  any  fair  con- 
struetitm  or  the  wwd  apportionmentt  is  in  accordance 
witii  every  principle  of  justice,  and  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution. 

The  small  States  have  complained,  from  the  year  1793 
to  tiiis  dav,  of  the  unjust  operation  of  the  apportionment 
bills;  and  they  will  probably  continue  to  eomphun,  for  I 
have  but  fitlle  hope  mat  justice  will  now  be  done  them. 

Mr.  HAYNG  baid,  If  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  should  fliil,  he  should  move  a  recommitment  of 
the  bill.  His  mind,  he  acknowledged,  had  fluctuated 
much  in  regard  to  the  question  during  its  dif^cuss'onj  but 
he  had  come  to  the  concluqion  that  great  injustice  might 
be  done  by' the  mode  of  apportionment  adopted  by  the 
House.  By  the  process  adopted,  aasuming  tiie  number 
the  House  at  340,  twelve  members  are  taken  from  the  frac- 
tions, and  thrown  upon  the'lat^  States.  The  fractions 
were  thus  represented,  but  notin  such  a  way  as  preserved 
the  relative  power  of  the  several  States  according  to  their 
respective  numbers.  He  should  move,  if  the  Senate 
should  determine  that  fractions  mily  be  represented,  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  general  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee to  apportion  240  members  amonff  the  several 
States,  as  equally  as  may  be,  according  to  their  represent 
tative  popuUtion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  aud  be  should  not  oppose  the  recom- 
mitment, and  he  agreed  that  much  of  the  amendment 
mi^t  be  omitted,  and  the  committee  be  merely  inatrticted 
to  distribute  the  members  of  the  House,  asbumtne  their 
number  at  240,  among  the  several  States  accor£ng  to 
their  respective  numbers. 

Mr.  FKELINGHUTSEN  said  he  had  listened  witii  the 
most  anxious  interest  and  attention  to  the  d'scusmon  on 
the  important  and  exciting  question  involved  in  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Every  personal  and  political  consideration 
unite  to  persuade  him  in  favor  oi  it.  Dut  sir,  said  Mr. 
F.,  after  the  best  reflection  in  my  power  has  been  devoted 
to  this  subject,  I  feel  constrained  to  difTer  from  those 
with  whom  I  generally  agree,  and  to  vote  for  the  propor- 
tion that  will  reject  the  amendment. 

I  cannot  but  regard  thta  amendment  as  presenting  the 
same  difficulties  wmch  arrested  the  ratio  bill  of  1792.  It  is 
an  endeavorto  accomplish  a  more  equitable  representation, 
by  bringing  the  fractions  of  the  several  Statea  into  ac- 
'  count!  and  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the  process 
adopted  by  the  hononJ>le  Senator  from  Delaware  to  illus- 
trate his  objections  to  the  bill,  is  substantially  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  caleiilationa  wliich  led  the  way  to  the  njected 
bill  of  1792.  Hy  fi-tend  takes  for  his  nrst  number  the 
aggregute  ]]opuliition  of  the  United  States,  amotmting  to 
11,928,731!  and  then  statea  that  as  this  number  is  to  the 
proposed  number  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  (240,) 
so  ia  the  population  of  any  State  to  iu  share  of  the  rt-pre- 
sentation.  Now,  sir,  the  first  great  mistake  in  this  rule 
is  committed  in  the  very  first  number;  that  is,  tiic  popula- 
tion of  the  whole  Union,  comUning,  of  course,  all  the 
fractions  of  the  several  parts,  is  constituted  the  control- 
lii^  number  to  bring  about  the  distribution  of  representa- 
tives amongthe  several  States  according  to  thetr  respective 
numbers.  It  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  mind  iliat  tlic  con- 
stitutional apportionment  is  basod  upon  the  federative 
principle.  It  regards  not  the  whole  twcnty-fiiur  States  as 
eensc^dated,  but  separated,  distinct,  individual.  It  is 
true,  sir,  tbe  bill  of  '93  invaded  another  clause  of  tlic  cor- 
stitution,  besides  the  one  which  is  opposed  to  this  amend- 
ment. It  gave  to  some  of  the  States  more  than  one 
member  fur  every  30,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  such 
States. 

But  Ihope  to  show  that  Ibis  other  clause  flowed  out  of 
the  oiw  whieh  is  now  oonndered,  and  was  its  just  corollary. 
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I  insist,  then,  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  President,  that  a  con- 
atruction  was  given  to  the  constitution  by  Pt'esident  Wash- 
ington, in  1792,  that  settles  and  concludes  the  present 
question;  and  it  has  received  the  constant  acquiescence 
of  thia  whole  Union,  at  four  eventful  period*  since.  Me 
distinctly  resisted  a  procen  that  subjected  the  whole  fede- 
ral number  of  the  United  States  toaeonmiondiTiaor;  and  as 
distinctly  required  the  application  of  Mch  diviatv  to  the 
population  of  each  State. 

He  felt  most  sensibly  that  the  rule  of  the  constitution 
dealt  with  the  States  mdividually,  and  that  the  call  for  this 
diare  of  power  could  not  be  nude  as  from  small  States 
combinecl,  or  large  States  combinedt  that  it  could  be 
clumed  only  by  each  State  on  the  ground  of  its  federal 
numbers,  and  as  often  as  these  could  meet  some  common 
ratio  or  division,  of  universal  'application  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  confederacy'.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  cj^uet* 
tion  under  the  constitution.  Apportionment  was  to  be  made 
among  twenty-four  different  subjects,  each  differing  from 
all  the  others  in  numbers,  and  an  apportionment  too  of 
reprcsenti^ves — benefits  that  were  integral  in  their  nature, 
and  not  susceptible  of  divtsion  or  liable  to  fractiona.  Now, 
what  could  be  done,  air,  but  first  to  settle  how  many  per- 
sons should  constitute  one  representative!  and,  when  that 
was  ascertained,  to  go  with  this  number  or  ratio  around 
to  these  twenly-four  States,  and  to  prant  to  each  a  mem- 
ber for  as  many  times  as  its  population  could  involve  the 
ratio?  That,  in  the  result  of  this  process,  fractions  would 
remain,  was,  no  doubt,  seen  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
rtitution— as  these  necesMrily  an  incident  to  the  case; 
you  cannot  arcnd  them — the  amendment  proposed  does 
not  get  rid  of  them — the  ingenuity  of  man,  no  mat- 
ter how  acute  it  may  be,  can  devise  no  mode  with 
such  materials,  whereby  we  can  escape  the  consequences 
of  unrepresented  numbers.  And,  sir,  I  cannot  yield 
to  the  argument  as  satisfactory,  that  tiie  amendment 
approaches  nearer  to  this  equalization  than  to  leave 
fi-actions  unrepresented  altt^ther.  For,  in  the  first 
place,  although  it  may  be  so,  under  the  arrangements  of 
the  honorable  Seitator  from  Massachusetts,  yet  I  can  con- 
ceive of  various  propositions  that,  by  his  principle  of  dis- 
tribution, would  agg^vate  the  evil.  But,  in  the  second 
place,  my  embarrassment  arises  not  from  its  being  more 
or  less  equal  in  its  operation,  but  because  it  is  not  war. 
ranted  by  the  constitution.  1  cannot  beUer  illustrate  the 
nature  of  the  rule  that  was  adopted  by  Prewlent  Wash- 
ington, as  he  deemed  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
stitution, tlian  by  applying  the  clause  in  question  to  the 
representation  in  tlie  Legislature  of  any  State.  Take, 
for  example,  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  suppose  a  law 
^ould  there  be  passed,  directing  thatrepresentation  should 
be  apportioned  to  the  several  counties  according  to  their 
respective  numbers.  It  should  next  be  determined^  that 
10,000  inhabitants  should  have  a  representative;  we  go 
with  tliis  ratio  to  Bsscx  county,  and  find  48,000--^iving 
four  representatives,  and  a  fraction  of  8,0001  wh»t  could 
wc  do  with  it  under  this  rule?  Could  we  qive  Essex 
another  member?  Surely  not;  if  so,  weexcee^  the  limits 
of  the  rule.  Well,  air,  we  go  next  to  her  neighbors,  Uie 
county  of  Morris,  and  find  there  26,000  inhabitants,  jicld- 
ing  two  members,  and  a  fraction  of  6,000.  Could  we  give 
Morris  another  member?  or,  under  any  sound  construc- 
tioiuof  the  rule,  could  we  combine  tiiese  fractions,  and 
assign  another  member  to  either  county,  on  account  of 
the  combination?  Why,  sir,  nothing  can  be  plainer  to 
my  humble  apprehension,  tl»n  that  siich  a  disporition  of 
the  subject  would  be  uttcriy  indefenwble.  But  here  it  is 
urpcd  that  the  proposed  amendment  brings  the  represen- 
tation as  near  to  just  proportions  as  may  be.  That 
altlioiigh  it  does  apportion  members  to  States,  as  to  frac- 
tions for  a  less  number  of  fedeml  numbers  than  it  appor- 
ti(,ns  the  other  members,  yet  it  is  most  ingeniously  argued 
tliat  the  rule  docs  not  «t  &r  exceed  the  gciicni  MtioH 


*'ur  principle  Mis  short  of  representing  all  the  people. 
But,  sir,  it  ^ould  not  be  forgotten  thst  our  rule  per> 
forms  all  its  functions—cquatly  distributes  to  all  their  ftiU 
share  of  representation,  and  <mly  ceases  to  operate  when, 
from  the  iiMivisible  nature  of  a  repreeentative,  it  can  pro* 
oeed  no  further.  But  the  spirit  of  the  «nendnieiit  tran- 
scends the  constitution,  as  it  distributes  political  power 
imequally,  and  not  according  to  numbers;  as  in  the  eaae 
of  Maine,  that  would  receive  a  portion  of  representatives 
for  19,93&  more  federal  numbers  than  live  within  her  ter< 
ritory;  and  the  general  restilt  of  the  amendment  ahow^ 
that,  to  accompTish  ita  object,  fractionj^  amounting  to 
137,101  persons,  are  represenied  above  the  true  popuI»- 
tioa  of  the  States  to  which  fractional  members  are  as^ned. 
The  truth  is,  that  in  tiiii  matter  of  representation  tha 
States  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  considered  in  any  c<^ect- 
ive  sense.  The  rule  applies  to  them  as  political  sove- 
reignties, distinct  in  tiieir  enatmce,  and  esic^  entitled  to 
claim  only  ita  own  partMMi4if  powciv  by  reuon  of  ita  own 
federal  numbers. 

So  Prendent  Wuhii^fiHi  treated  the  subject  when  it 
came  before  failI^  under  the  impoung  authori^  of  both 
Houses  of  Congren.  The  National  Le|psliAure  of  that 
day  had  subjected  the  whole  population  of  the  United 
States  to  a  division  of  30,000— the  proposed  number  for 
each  representative!  and  the  process  gave  120  member^ 
more  members^  of  course,  than  the  same  divisor,  when 
applied  to  tiie  separate  States,  would  produce;  and  they 
disposed  of  the  surplus  members,  by  distrihiitiiw  them 
among  the  States  having  the  l^hest  fractions.  The  bill 
was  warmly  debated  in  CongreM,  and  eventualljr  aent  t» 
the  Prewdent  by  a  very  stnafi  majority.  It  presented  to 
his  mind  a  very  interesting  case,  and  a  very  solemn  duty. 
He  was  called  upon  to  give  a  practical  expoution  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  on  a'branch  of  it 
well  calculated  to  excite  very  warmly  the  public  feeling'. 
He  exaouned  the  act  irritb  the  sagacious  acndiny  cf  ft 
statesman,  about  to  settle  a  great  question  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  political  power.  Be  was  not  content,  on  finding 
one  fiital  objection  to  this  bill,  to  rest  his  rejection  there, 
and  return  it  to  Congresst  he  made  bis  exceptions  as  broad 
as  the  case  presented  to  him.  He  detected  two  substan- 
tial objections)  and  that  which  itruek  him  as  prominent, 
and  which  he  placed  in  the  foreground  of  his  communica- 
tion, was,  as  I  apprehend,  the  very  difficulty  into  which 
the  present  amendment  will  brii^  us.  Without  fiirlher 
remark,  I  will  now  read  the  reasons  urged  by  Pxc^dent 
Waslungton  for  returning  the  ratio  bUl  wHhout  hb  coBsenL 

"Ami.  5,  1792. 
*■  Gadttmm  of  the  Bouae  of  &prt»entative$: 

"  I  have  maturely  conndered  the  act  passed  by  the  two 
Houses,  entitled  *  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  according  to  the  first 
enumeration,*  and  I  return  it  to  your  House,  wherein  it 
originated,  with  the  following  objections:  First.  .The 
constitution  has  prescribed  that  represenUtivea  shall  be 
apportionedamongtheseveralStates  according  to  their  re> 
spective  numbers}  and  there  is  no  one  proptnlion  or  divisor 
which,  applied  to  the  req>ective  numbers  of  the  8tatea» 
will  yield  the  number  and  allotment  of  rcpreseutaUvcs 
proposed  by  the  bill.  Second.  The  constitution  haa  also 
provided  tiiat  the  number  of  representatives  shall  not  ex- 
ceed one  for  every  30,000,  which  restriction  is,  by  the  con- 
text, and  by  fair  and  obvious  construction,  to  be  applied 
to  the  separate  and  respective  numbers  of  the  States^  and 
tills  bill  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  States  more  than  ooe 
for  every  30,000. 

"GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 

The  Senate  pereeive,  then,  that  the  objections  are  dis- 
tinct in  their  application,  but  that  both  insisted  on  the 
same  principle]  Uiat  the  States  in  their  separate  popul** 
tion  were  to  be  regarded;  and  it  ia  fortner  wwthy  «( 
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notice  that  the  second  objection,  instead  of  being'  the 
principal,  or,  as  has  been  insisted,  the  only  substantial  diffi- 
culty with  the  Prendent^  was,  in  tratii,  only  a  just  infer- 
ence vhidi  he  drew,  as  he  esplieily  states  fhnn  the  first 
objection. 

In  presenting  &e  first  objeetion,  tbe  President  seemed 
to  connder  it  qmte  sufficient  barely  to  state  the  fact  of 
there  existing  no  one  proportion  or  divisor  that  would 
produce  the  result  of  tire  bill  before  Mm.  He  enters  into 
no  ar^iment,  butthou^t  he  hod  said  enough  to  produce 
conviction  with  vny  mind.  The  debates  that  were  had  on 
this  rejected  bill  m  the  House  of  Representatives,  con- 
firm the  views  wluchi  had  t^e  honor  tonrgpe.  The  repre- 
sentation of  fVacttODS  was  then  resisted  on  constitutional 
grounds. 

Hr.  IkUdison  opposed  it  in  terms  fiirthts  cause,  and  iirg*- 
ed  the /bBowing  cogent  conHderation:  **Tou  are  calling^ 
upon  us  to  invade  the  constitution,  by  adopting  a  proceas 
that  will  give  representatives  forthose  several  and  distinct 
fiactions  of  the  difTerent  States." 

When  this  UH  was  returned,  the  Congress  passed  a 
nen'  bill  with  a  ratio  of 33,000,  and  applied  that  to  the  po- 
pulation of  each  State;  Kew  Jersey,  having  at  that  time 
179,570  federal  numbers,  received  by  theWll  five  mem- 
bers, with  a  fraction  renuuning  of  14,570;  and  the  whole 
apportionment  of  representatives  on  the  population  of  ti»t 
era,  (being  3, 615,920,)  left  an  amount  of  fractions  exceed- 
ing 150,000.  Yet,  mr,  it  was  submitted  to — so  in  1800— 
again  in  1810  — and  lai^  tn  1820;  with  increased  fractions  at 
each  period,  but  with  the  same  acquiescence  in  tiie  con- 
siruction  of  President  Washington,  in  1792.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, if  I  could  think  this  a  debatable  point  originally, 
such  an  adjustment  of  it,  followed  by  such  confirmation, 
would  prevail  to  quiet  alt  scruples.  I  should  feel  bound 
to  bow  with  respect  to  the  weight  of  a  precedent  of  such 
commanding  authority.  While  I  consider  the  present  bill 
aa  far  from  adopting  that  just  ratio  which  would  relieve  as 
much  as  practicable  the  heavy  fractions  upon  the  small 
States,  yet  I  must,  though  with  reluctance,  vote  against 
the  amendment  because  it  is  opposed.  In  my  judgment,  to 
the  provinons  of  the  constitution,  as  expoundea  in  1792, 
and  since  approved  of. 

As  a  general  question  of  public  policy,  I  can  find  some 
consolation  in  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  when  he 
was  nrging  the  adoption  of  tlie  great  charter— that  the 
brge  States  can  make  no  law  for  the  smaller  States^  that 
wiff  not  he  lav  for  thenuelres.  8v,  excepting  in  our 
electoral  colleges,  there  is  no  national  interest  of  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  or  manufiuiturea,  on  which  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  can  give  arote,  that  is  not  as  deeply  import- 
ant to  them  as  to  New  Jersey.  I  feel  Uiis  to  be  a  securi- 
ty, as  well  as  a  consolation.  At  this  crisis,  nr,  it  is  no 
matter  for  regret  that  these  States  stand  forth  as  the  sus- 
txining  pillars  of  the  g^eat  system  of  domestic  industry  so 
vitally  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  New  Jersey,  and  every 
other  State,  great  or  smalL 
_  The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  complains  that 
his  State  has  been  hardly  dealt  by,  and  I  agree,  air,  that 
he  has  good  cause;  but  I  fiul  to  be  convinced  that  Dela- 
ware has  greatly  suffered  on  this  account.  If  right  has 
been  withheld,  I  am  a«'are  that  it  is  no  plea  to  jusUfy 
wrong;  but  it  is  to  my  mind  a  grateful  paHiation  that  her 
feeble,  numerical  strength  has,  through  her  whole  histo- 
ry, thrown  her  upon  her  moral  and  intellectual  resoureei^ 
uti  attracted  to  the  public  councils  of  tlie  country  from 
thai  small,  but  honored  State,  something  vastly  more  pow- 
erful than  mere  numbers;  something  that  exalted  her  toa 
niche  as  elevated,  and  an  influence  as  commanding,  as  any 
— even  the  proudest  of  her  sisters  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  and  Hr.  WEBSTER  spoke  briefly  in 
reply  to  Ur.  FanixaBrTBix .  * 

Mr.  UANGUIl  gave  his  reasons  for  his  intended  vote  in 
&VW  of  the  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  and  in  &vor 
Vol.  Vin.— 34 


of  a  rnotion,  should  one  be  made,  tar  reeomuiittinr  tha 
bill,  for  the  purpose  of  modifying  it  so  u  to  render  ft  leM 
unequal  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  added  iOM  renHrici  inrej^  to  Ut, 
F  atuireHiTTSi  V. 

The  question  beingthen  taken  upon  motion  of  Mr* 
FORSYTH  to  strike  out  the  daose  of  the  amendment 
which  provides  for  the  representation  of  fractjons,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  aa  follows:  * 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Forsyth,  Frelin(^u/sen,  Omndy,  Hendricks,  HUl,  Kane, 
King,  IfoTcy,  Mangam,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Rn^es, 
Tszewell,  Triton,  TomSmon,  Troup,  Tyler,  WbHe,  Wil- 
knn  ^34. 

NAYS. — ''Messrs.  Belt,  Benton,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hayne,  Holmes^  John- 
ston, Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Nandam,  Prentiss,  Robbins^ 
Seymour,  Silibee,  Sndth,  Bprague,  Wi^imsQ,  Web- 
ster.—23. 

Mr.  WEBSTER;  remarked,  that  the  other  portion  of  tha 
amendment  offered  by  him  was  no  I6nger  of  any  conse- 
quence, and  he  would  witbdrmw  it,  or  vote  against  its  adop- 
tion.   The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Hr.  HILL  moved  to  strike  out4f  ,T00  from  the  bin,  and 
insert  41,000. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  motion  wai 
divided;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  tbe  motton  f» 
strike  out^  H  was  deeded  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WBBSTEBwd  be  should  now  Teteagiioit  the  liolt 
at  a  practical  vltAition  of  Ae  constitution. 

The  question  bong  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  voter 
YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  Ditflley, 
Ellis,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Kan^ 
King,  Knigh^  Mangiun,  Marar,  Moore,  Poindexter,  R(k 
binson,  Huggles,  Tazewell,  l^ton,  Tofllfinson,  Tronpy 
Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 27. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chamben^  Chgrton. 
Dickerson,  Foot,  Prefinghuysen,  Hill,  Hofanes,  Jolnuto>f 
>C11er,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  SUsbee, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Wamtnan,  Webster.— 30. 

Mr.  Benton,  on  giving  his  vote  in  the  affirmatiTe,  re- 
marked that  he  was  much  dissatisfied  with  the  provirioni 
of  the  bill,  but  voted  for  it  because  it  wunecessBiy  to  put 
it,  even  in  this  dupe. 
The  Senate  tiien  adjourned. 

TbBSBA¥,  MamcH  13. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  DALLAS,  from  the  select  committee  appohited  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  renew  the  charter  oif  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  to 
take  effect  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of  the  present 
cJuuter  in  the  year  1836;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Kennnri 
yesterday,  was  taken  up  for  connderation,  viz. 

Meti^red,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authoriz- 
ed to  subscribe  for  sixty  copies  of  the  Legidative  and  Do- 
cumentary Histonr  of  Uie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  com- 
piled by  M.  St.  Clair  CUrke  and  D.  A.  Hall,  whereof  one 
copy  shall  be  distributed  to  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
one  copy  to  the  Prendent  and  Secretary  oftiie  Senate, 
and  the  rendue  retained  tar  the  librur  of  tile  Senate, 
provided^that  the  price  of  tbe  vorit  ahul  not  exceed  tha 
sum  of  five  dolhus. 

Mr.  BOBBINS  said  that  the  resolution  submitted  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  providing  for  the  pmrchaae, 
had  been  eonaidered  by  the  committee  to  which  it  was  re- 
ferred, and  they  had  reported  in  its  favor.  The  commit- 
tee in  the  Senate  were  also  of  the' opinion  that  the  work 
•bonld  bofimusbedto  the  members  of  jhia  body,.  «s  th# 
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inibrnntion  would  be  of  great  admOtgt  in  eaabliiw  them 
to  come  to  &  deciaioa  on  the  queition  oCrrichartenng  the 
bulk.  He  tberefore  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection 
tp  the  paflMge  of  the  resohition. 

Mr.  HILL,  of  New  Hunpahire,  Hud:  The  proposition  a 
to  procure  aixtf  copica  of  a  book  relative  to  the  Bank  of  the 
UnitedStfttea^ofwhicheachoneofusistohaveacopy.  It 
fluy  not  beoMiie  me  to  oppose  auch  a  propontion— it  may 
be  bnuidered  obtnidTe  in  a  newroember  to  do  it.  Our 
tablet  hwe  been  k»ded  (and  the  burden  eontinuet  almost 
dailj^to  accumulate)  withdocumenUin  behalf  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  printing  on  that  subject  alone, 
during^  the  preaeat  aeaaion,  probably  amounts  to  some  thou- 
sands of  paeesi  and  as  yet  we  have  had  but  a  foretaste  of 
what  is  to  foUow.  Numerous  petitions  from  the  sereral 
local  banks  are  here  presented,  with  an  array  of  such  names 
aamay.be  sathered  in  bdtalf  of  any  aubject  whateTer,in  the 
jHirBtna  «Cour  nties.  A  fewdsnwicel  fimndbefofeme 
an  etabontajnuited  aj^ment  In  Aror  of  the  bank  from  the 
directors  of  a  countiy  butk  in  New  BampMre,  which 
bank,  I  am  confident,  could  hare  no  othermotive  than  fear 
to  induce  it  to  make  such  a  request.  Is  it  not  a  fact  th&t 
most  of  the  local  banks,  in  sereral  States,  have  been  im- 
ptf  iously  required  to  prefer  petitions  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Viutcd  States'  Has  not 
die  President  of  the  mammoth  mcmopi^  told  Consrcss 
ttat  behad  it  in  lus  power  to  ^oee  the  doon  of  the  local 
banks^  What  can  do  but  petition  when  they  are  re- 
quired to  petition^  Can  it  be  suppoaed  that  these  local 
banks,  which  are  Gable  to  State  taxation,  and  which  are 
taxed  by  the  States,  will  T(rfuntarily  ask  Congress  to  place 
a  rival  establishment  amon^them,  baving-the  Government 
depoutes  at  all  times  in  its  hands,  with  which  to  wrong 
and  oppress  them,  and  exempt  from  every  q>edes  of  State 
taxatioo?  No  man  of  sense  will  beUeve  it.  If  an  humble 
indivi^Nl,  hanngin  honest  claim  on  the  Goremmen^ 
would  lay  the  merits  <^  tt&it  cUm  bef<M%  Congress,  be  is 
ob^i^  to  pay  the  expense  of  printing  himself;  but  every 
possdile  argument,  whether  founded  on  &ct  or  fallacy, 
that  can  be  presented  in  &Tor  of  perpetuating  a  monstrous 
monopoly — a  monopoly  that  has  the  means  of  corruption 
in  its  own  hai^  wad  may  apply  them  if  it  will — must  be 
printed  at  the  public  expense!  X  Tentore  to  say  Uut  a- 
mRj<mty  of  the  mttnbera  have  been  unable  to  read  one 
half  what  baa  already  been  ordered  to  be  printed  in  re- 
latioB  to  the  bank.  They  cannot  read  and  attend  pro- 
perty to  the  other  public  busneaa.  Tt  is  now  proposed  to 
fiimuih  an  additional  volume  of  some  aght  hundred  pages 
— a  very  pretty  volume,  gilt,  and  bound  in  calf,  perhaps 
to  decorate  the  libraries  of  gentlemen,  when  they  shall 
return  hcane,  after  the  bank  bill  shall  have  been  passed: 
ibr  that  most  be  passed  (so  aay  its  fliends)  during  the 
present  semn.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  information  dtat 
is  diuly  developed  in  rdation  totlusbank,  without  making 
an  additional  cii»rgt  on  the  public  treasury  for  the  pur- 
ehaae  of  this  book.  I  want  to  know  no  more  of  its  history 
than  to  knew  that  thiainstitution  can  control  the  whole  cur- 
rent of  the  country— that  it  can,  at  pleasure,  raise  and  de- 
press piicea— tiiat  it  can  make  mone^  plenty  or  scarce—that 
it  is  the  source  of  action  and  reaction  on  business — that  it 
can  force  speculati<»ilyr  liberal  iaiue^  uther  of  bank  bills 
OT  illegal  ordeia,  and  produce  consternation  and  niin, 
^ther  oy  omitting  discounts  or  calling  in  its  debts.  The 
charge  ior  printing,  in  relation  to  this  bank,  during  the 

S resent  session,  on  ttie  treasiry,  will  be  several  tiiousand 
ollarst  and  the  mass  of  printing,  as  well  as  of  original 
papers  and  doooments  as  of  tlu»e  heretoftM  presented 
and  printed,  appears  to  be  enamnoiu.  In  addition  to  the 
or^nary  printing,  thirfy  thousand  dollars  were  expended 
on  the  diplomatic  correspondence— some  one  or  two  hun- 
dred thousand  doUars  are  encoding  in  reprinting  the  old 
documents  of  Cimgressi  ana  other  prtgects  are  on  foot, 
tiw  prindiv  of  which  maj  inrolro  the  expenditure  of  half 


a  million  of  dollars.  The  members  of  Congress  will  un- 
doubtedly be  credited  fw  great  liberality  by  the  gentle- 
men printers  who  are  fitvcmd  >nth  the  munificent  con- 
tracts) but  would  it  not  be  quite  as  much  to  the  credit  of 
ourdinntereated  liberality  tt  we  furnidied  our  libraries  at 
our  own  expense,  as  if  we  do  it  the  expense  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury?  A  Senator  from  Maine  said,  the  other  day, 
that  "this  Senate  was  constituted^  a  bulwark  agunst  the 
popular  wiU.**  I  hope  to  see  the  time  anive  when  thia 
body,  and  all  other  bodies  in  this  Government,  who  tako 
part  either  in  enacting  or  executing  the  laws,  shall  be 
amenable  only  to  an  enlightened  and  virtuous  popular  wiU. 
I  do  not  believe  tiiat  an  intelligent  people  will  counte- 
nance the  principle  of  the  public  servants  converting  the 
public  proper^  to  their  own  future  use  while  engaged 
temporarily  in  Uie  public  aervicei  and,  tar  the  purpose  of 
contesting  this  principle,  1 0M>ve  that  the  rescdution  be  bud 
upon  the  table.   

Ut.  FREUNGHTTTSEN  aud,  the  Comnuttee  on  On 
Library  had  been-  induced,  by  public  connderations,  to 
offer  the  resoluticm,  not  inugining  that  they  would  eUcK 
by  it  a  philippic  agunst  the  bank.  The  book  contained 
valuable  information  against  the  bank,  and  in  favor  of  it; 
all  the  arguments  ever  used  agunatitby  its  opponents 
were  here  to  be  found.  All  Uie  del>ates  and  deciuoos  had 
in  reference  to  the  bank,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  w«e 
contained  in  this  voltune.  It  was  true  that  our  tables  were 
laden  with  pi^iers  respecting  this  iostitution;  but  were 
they  from  its  mends  or  its  opponents?  From  day  to  day 
we  have  had  resolutioni^  and  answers  to  resolution^  laid 
on  our  tables  at  the  iri^  of  those  who  were  opposed  to 
the  bank.  At  this  stage  of  the  business,  when  the  bill  for 
rechartering  the  bank  has  been  reported,  and  is  about  to 
come  before  os  for  discusrion  and  decision,  what  is  so  ap- 
pomte,  what  so  proper,  nAat  ao  necessary,  as  to  place  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  information  fomished  by  this  book.' 
He  would  not  step  ande  from  Uie  question  to  defend  die 
bank.  It  bad  been  called  a  monopoly.  What  did  it  mono- 
polize? Nothingbutthe  public  confidence.  Ithadbrought 
a  spurious  currency  into  a  sound  currency,  and,  thereby, 
it  was  the  poor  man's  friend.  If  he  sought  popularity,  if 
he  could  ttoap  to  the  dunghill  for  praise,  he  would  vote 
in  brar  of  the  bank,  as  tlK  poor  man's  friend.  Nothing 
bat  this  bank  stood  between  the  poor,  honest,  and  indus- 
trious citizen,  and  the  dealers  in  spurious  local  currency, 
by  which  the  poor  were  defrauded  of  a  large  portion  of 
their  hard  earnings.  The  other  day,  the  Senatw  from 
New  Hampshire  had  voted,  without  compunction  or  dis- 
pute, for  a  resolution  for  printing  a  report  of  the  British 
House  of  Commons  on  alum  salt — a  subject  of  much  less 
importance  than  that  which  was  to  cost  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars.  The  sum  which  this  resolution  ap- 
propriated was  not  over  three  hundred  dollars.  He 
loved  the  people,  but  would  not  stoop  to  flatter  tliem. 
Popnlari^  or  no  popularity,  he  would  support  such  mea- 
sures as  this.  He  wasnotafraidtfaathiaconstituentsshould 
know  that  he  voted  public  money  to  purchase  books  for 
his  private  use — books  to  acquaint  him  with  informatioa 
which,  in  bis  public  station,  he  required. 

Mr.  BENTON  bad  not  intended,  he  said,  to  say  a  word 
in  relation  to  ttusquestioi^  nor  diould  he  now  risetospeak 
upon  it,  but  for  what  had  fidlen  from  the  Senator  mm 
New  Jersey.  That  gentleman  had  gone  from  the  resohb 
tion  to  the  bank,  and  fmn  the  buik  he  had  gone  to 
statements  respecting  his  resolution  on  alum  salt,  which 
were  crroneoiui.  Day  by  day,  memorials  were  poured 
in  upon  us  by  command  of  the  bank,  all  representing,  in 
the  same  terms,  the  necesu^  of  renewing  its  charter. 
These  memorials,  the  tone  of  which,  and  the  time  of  tbdr 
presentation,  showed  their  common  origin*  were  daily  or- 
dered to  be  imnte^  These  papers  forming  a  larger 
mass  than  we  ever  had  on  ourtables  before,  and  2l  aingii^, 
fo  the  none  tune,  the  praises  of  the  ban^  were  orwrM 
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to  be  printed  mthout  heeiMioii.  Ths  Kport  which  he 
had  iDored  to  have  printed  for  the  b'anefit  of  the  &nnen, 
wu  Btruok  Rt  bj  the  Senator  of  New  Jenef .  In  the  first 
place,  tbe  Semtor  vu  in  error  m  to  the  coet  of  print- 
ing the  ^ptHt.  He  hed  itated  it  to  be  one  diounnd 
nine  hundred  dollars,  whereaa  it  wu  onlj  one  thounnd 
one  hundred  dolbn.  A  few  days  ago,  two  thouund  co- 
pies of  a  report  of  the  British  House  <^  Cuunuuis  on  the 
subject  of  nilroedf  wu  cadered  to  be  printed.  FoUov- 
fi»  langueee  vS  dmt  NmlntiDD,  he  had  mar ed  the 
pnnting  at  another  report  of  that  body,  which  would  in- 
terest a  thouiand  of  our  citizens,  where  that  report  would 
bterest  one.  There  was  not  a  fiumer  in  Amerioa  who 
would  notdcem  it  a  treasure.  It  covered  the  whole  saline 
kingdom;  and  those  unacquainted  with  ita  nature  had  no 
more  idea  of  it  than  a  bliiid  man  had  of  the  sqlar  rays.  It 
was  of  the  highest  raloe  to  the  fiumer  and  the  grasier. 
It  showed  the  mineral  kingdom UMm^aaanial  kingdom; 
and  its  views  were  the  results  <«  tiie  wisdom,,  the  expe- 
rience, and  the  firrt  tdents  of  Great  Britain,  llie  asser- 
tion of  the  Sender,  that  the  bank  aided  in  producing  a 
sound  currency,  he  would  disprove  by  frets  and  dates. 
In  1817  the  bank  went  into  operation.  In  three  or  four 
years  after,  fortv-fbur  banks  were  chartered  in  Kentucfy, 
and  fortf  in  Ohio,  andithe  United  States'  Bank,  so  &r 
from  beu^  able  to  put  them  down,  was  on  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy.  Witii  the  use  <rir  ei^t  nuUhma  of  ^iblic 
money,  it  was  hardly  able,  from  day  to  day*  to  Matain  itself 
Eleren  millions  of  doUan,  as  he  could  demonstrate,  the 
people  bad  lost  by  maintaining-  the  bank  during  this 
crisis.  But  fw  a  wagon  load  of  apecie  from  the  mint,  as 
Mr.  Cheves  informs  us,  it  would  have  become  bankrupt. 
In  addition  to  this,  ^  use  of  Government  depovtc^  to 
the  extent  of  e%ht  milIioni(  was  necesaary  to  loatlun  itj 
and  (he  country  lost  eleven  n^Bionaby  me  dirernon  of 
tiioae  depoaitea  to  this  purpose.  Congress  authorized  the 
parcbase  the  thirteen  millions  of  tnree  per  cents- — at 
that  time,  they  could  have  been  purt^iaaed  at  sixty-five 
cents,  now  they  were  at  nine^^ix  per  cent.  This  was 
me  item  of  the  amount  lost,  mmI  the  other  was  the  inte- 
rest on  the  stock  from  that  time  to  the  preaeut,  amounting 
to  nx  millions  more.  It  was  shown  by  Mr.  Chevea  that 
0te.  Uuted  Slates'  Bank  owed  ita  exiiteiice  to  the  local 
baiik»— to  the  indulgence  and  fiitlMaTance  of  the  banka  of 
PUIadclphia  and  Boston,  notwithstanding  its  receipt  of 
die  mlver  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  which  drained  that 
country,  destrc^ed  its  local  banks,  and  threw  down  the 
value  of  every  description  of  ita  property.  The  United 
Stated  Bank  currency  waacalled  W  the  Senator  the  poor 
nan's  friend.  The  orders  on  the  branches — these  draAs 
issued  in  Dan  and  made  payable  in  Beersheba — had  their 
origin  mth  a  Scotchmanf  and,  when  thrir  character  was 
discovered,  they  were  stepped  aa  oppresnve  to  the  poor; 
and  this  bank,  which  waa  cried  up  as  tne  poor  man's  fnend, 
iMued  those  same  orders,  m  paper  so  similar  to  that  of  the 
bank  notes,  that  the  people  could  not  readily  <Uscem  the 
difference  between  them.  It  was  thott^t  that  the  people 
mwht  mistake  the  signature  of  the  little  cashier  and  the 
fitUe  president  tat  the  great  cashier  and  the  great  presi- 
dent. Tbestockh<4derswereforeignen^to  a  great  extent 
•^-tliey  were  lords  and  latUea— reve^nd  detvymen  and  mi- 
litaiy  officers.  The  widowa*  in  whose  behalfour  ^rmpath> 
was  required,  were  countess  dowagers,  and  Ae  Banngs, 
some  of  whom  owned  more  of  the  atodc  than  was  pos- 
sewed  in  uxteen  States  of  this  Union.  He  would  not  go 
^rtber  into  tlieae  things  at  present,  and  he  waa  sorry  that 
the  attack  made  on  his  alom  salt  bill  had  made  it  necessary 
fitr  him  to  aay  so  much. 

Hr.  HUX,  in  reply  to  the  Senatorfromlfew  Jersey,  said 
tliat  the  resolution  tor  printing  the  report  on  the  aalt  tax 
Was  no  measure,  of  his,  and  had  paned  the  Senate  without 
attractii^  any  intention  from  him  at  from  any  one.  If  it 
vu  a  cnne  to  charge  ^  bank  with  nnu^oly*  he  con- 


feaaed  his  crinundi^ — but  he  oouM  {ffoduoc  to  the  Senate 
the  authoriQr  of  names  in  support  of  Ost,  and  other 
still  harriier  langua^,  in  regard  to  ihia  iastftalion.  He 
begged  the  attention  <rf'  the  Senate  to  a  report  on  the  sub* 
jectof  the  bank,  made  in  the  Senate  in  theyeio- 1811. 

[Mr.  U.  here  read  Uie  report  made  to  the  Senate  in 
1811  by  Mr.  Clat  against  roteirtBC  the  cbuter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.] 

Mrw  HOLMES  said  the  ii4iole  qoeition  is  whether  w« 
shall  purchase  a  document,  JhrnUdag  us  vitti  much  in^ 
portant  infonnatioQ  on  this  subject  at  a  reasonable  pricey 
or  whether  we  should  tely  for  mfbrmation  upon  KB  porta 
statements.  The  alarm  was  sounded  that  the.bank  wag 
dangetoua.  There  was,  he  befieved,  no  great  danger 
arising  from  the  poasesiion  of  its  notes — not  more,  at  all 
evenb^  than  from  the  poasesston  of  the  money — all  wUdi 
had  been  denounced  as  iht  root  of  enl.  He  would  not 
now  ent»  into  a  discusd<Hi'of  the  bulk  qoeatton.  When 
the  bin,  this  momiog  reported,  came  besireusfer^seD*- 
aion  and  final  actioo,  he  should  guide  hb  course  in  r^ard 
to  it  by  the  instructitms  of  his  own  understanding.  His 
instructors  at  home  needed  instruction.  Moreover,  1m 
believed  that  the  instructions  from  the  Mmuc  Legidatura 
were  secondhand  instructions.  They  went  from  this  cibr 
to  Maine,  and  are  now  returned.  He  was  sorry  that  his 
neighbor  from  New  Hampdiire  had  seen  fit  to  reply  to  the 
remark  he  bad  made  upoir  another  subfeet,  in  regard  to 
the  popular  and  federatiTe  wilL  He  <Ua  say  that  om  B»> 
nate  was  not  the  representative  of  the  popular  will,  and. 
Were  it  otherwise,  tne  small  States  mi^ht  be  swallowed  up 
by  the  popular  will.  In  the  convention,  a  member  fVom 
Connecticut  held  it  aa  a  mu  qva  nan  that  the  small  Statea 
^ould  be  equally  represented  with  the  large  Statea  ia 
the  Senatei  and,  if  tms  principle  were  not  admitted,  ha 
riiould,  he  declared,  take  nia  hat,  make  his  bow,  andlear* 
the  assembly.  The  time  may  come  when  the  popular 
will  may  predominate— when  the  will  of  the  people,  aa  ex- 
pressed in  the  other  Hooa^  vrnf  wercome  the  will  of  lha 
States  as  here  represented,  hot  that  diy  will  be  the  hat  at 
the  constitution. 

Mr.  BIBB  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  He  had,  ha 
said,  examined  the  work,  and,  in  hb  opimtm,  it  ought  to 
be  possessed  by  every  member  oS  Congresi,  and  was 
wtwthy  of  a  place  in  ttie  librarv.  It  waa  an  impartial  and 
full  digest  of  the  debattis  and  decisiona  on  the  si^ject  of 
the  bank. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  sud  this  debate  waa  very  irregidari 
but,  aa  the  gentleman  ktaa  Missouri  has  deemed  this  a 
proper  occauon  for  renewing  a  charge  of  a  very  serious 
nature  agunat  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  hoped 
tbe  Senate  would  indulge  lum  with  a  simple  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  3.  's^  he  understood,  then,  tfiat  the  gentleman 
now  stated  that  ttie  Government  had  lost  ten  mUlions  of 
dollars  in  sustaining  die  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

This  diarge  had  neen  made  at  the  close  of  the  last  se» 
sion,  under  circumstances  diat  precluded  a  reply:  it  had 
been  printed  and  circulated,  upon  his  authority,  very  ex- 
tensively throu^  tbe  country. 

The  charge  was  founded  upon  the  &c^  that  tiiere  were 
ten  nullions  in  the  treasury  during  tbe  year  1817,.wl)k!h 
might  have  been  employed  in  pufobadn;  the  three  ptt 
cend.  at  sixty>fire  in  the  hundred. 

Now,  said  Hr.  J.,  what  had  the  bank  to  do  with  the 
money  in  the  treasury,  or  thepurchase  of  thestocks^  Tlw 
Government  had  appropriated  ten  millions  to  the  nnking 
fund;  they  had  placed  tiua  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  com* 
missionent  and  they  had  cfirected  them  to  a]iply  it  to  th« 
payment  of  the  public  stocks,  and  had  aathoriaed  them  to 
buy,  among  the  others,  the  tliree  per  cents,  if  they  could 
be  had  at  sixty-five. 

Ttie  fiur  and  reasonaUe  sresomption  i^  that  that  veiy 
sbk  boiu^irith  the  aid  <tf  the  Seeretwy  of  tbe  TMasury, 
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executed  thu  trait  aecording  to  the  beit  of  tb^  Judp- 
ment,  for  the  interest  (tf  the  countiy. 

K  wu  not  neeenny  tar  him  to  vfadieate  tbemi  thdr 
Ugh  ehsneter  will  defend  them  iguniC  ttw  imputition  of 
bftving  irihnAwyed  the  public  fundi  cottntRtted  to  th«r 
«are»  or  hariatf  the  denKn  to  suattio  the  bank  at  the  pub- 
Sc  expenae.  They  did  preosely  whit  w«a  proper  utd 
pnctioUe  to  be  done.  They  did  purchue  one  nulUon 
•nd  a  h*If  of  the  three  per  eentt.  at  aixty-fire;  but  the 
price  rote,  and  they  could  hay  no  moKt  am  that  la  an  an* 
■war  to  the  whaiB  charwe. 

Tboe  were  wmiaalqr  in  the  bank,  at  the  credit  of  the 
QorenuMnt^  tan  millions  during  the  year  1817.  But 
what  were  they  ?  Tranafert  of  tM  depc^tea  in  the  banks 
«f  the  aeveral  States!  Could  they  be  rendered  immedi- 
ately available^  Could  discounts  have  been  made  upon 
■uoh  cafrital^ 

But  it  was  not  antil  Mardi  of  that  year  that  Congreas 
pBMed  tlw  act  appropriating  ten  nulfiona  anmiaNy  to  the 
payment  of  tfie  publie  debtt  which  fund  waa  placed  in  the 
naads  of  the  Vice  Prendent,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  others,  to  be  by  them  applied  to  that 
object  They  directed,  at  the  proper  time,  Mw  and  when 
tiie  payments  shoald  be  made,  and  ttie  bank  pud  their 
wairanta  on  demands  If  the  money  remMocd  in  bank  du- 
ring that  year,  it  was  an  afiair  of  the  Government)  it  may 
have  icsiytcd  bom  a  defect  of  the  law,  but  it  camiot  at- 
tach any  blama  to  tfm  comauaniacr^  either  for  tike  want 
of  attentioa  or  jad^;m«nt  in  Asdiar^ing  thiaduty.  Rut 
That  had  the  bank  to  do  with  it,  except  to  pay  the  money 
when  ordNod? 

But  the  oommiarioners  appUed  this  money  to  the  pur- 
chase of  atockt  beuing  aii^  per  cent,  instead  of  buying 
the  ttiree  per  cenla.  at  w^-five,  by  whii^  opomtion 
the  gentkmaa  aaya  Goremment  hu  loat  ten  miuions  of 
doDarib. 

Mr.  $.  Mid  he  ahould  fike  to  know  by  what  curious 
procasi  of  ealeoktian  aoch  a  result  could  m  obtiunecl. 

It  mask  be  i^parent  tba^  if  the  fret  is  true  that  Ae 
Goremment  hare  lost  ten  miUioos  by  not  purcharii^  the 
three  per  cents.,  the  hcddera  of  the  atoek  have  saved  it 
by  not  ieffiag,  or,  rather,  they  would  have  hat  it  if  they 
hadscdd. 

Mow,  it  is  net  reasonable  that  tboae  sagacious  men  who 
deal  in  stocks  would  have  sold  thirteen  millions  <^  stock 
upon  such  terms  as  to  lose  ten  nuUions  in  fifteen  years. 
It  i%  moreover,  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  intelt^nt 
men  who  manage  the  public  funds,  did  not  know  the  dif- 
fbrence  between  three  per  cents,  at  sixty-five,  and  the 
other  stocks  in  the  market  Xor  can  it  be  imagined  that 
the  Btockbolders  did  not  know  their  interest  too  well  to 
•en  at  any  such  sacrifice.  But  the  gentleman  has  miscal- 
culated the  difference,  and  committed  an  extraordinary 
error.  The  eotual  difference  between  having  purchased 
the  three  per  cents,  at  six^-Gve,  uid  buying  now  at 
^ne^^ve,  i«ODly92,186,350.  Butthiais  enough  to  show, 
to  any  man  conversant  with  stocks,  that  the  Government 
could  never  have  made  such  an  advantage  by  purchasing 
Block.  Why  did  the  Government  direct  the  purchase  at 
the  limited  price  of  nx^-five?  It  was  because  that  was 
more  pdvantageous  than  to  buy  ux  per  cents.,  and  it  was 
because  three  per  cents.,  at  nxty-five,  were  worth  more 
than  wx  per  cents,  that  no  one  would  sell  them  for  that 
sum,  and  they  rose  as  high  or  higher  than  other  stocks  in 
the  market 

The  three  per  cents,  amounting  to,  -  f 13,250,000 
Intcrcrt,  three  per  cent  fifteen  ycant  •  5,963,500 


To-be  purchased  new  *  moety-five. 


19,212,500 
662,500 


«18,550,000 


These  stoeksyfltidxhr-ftTC,  would  have  been 

bouglitat  $8,612,500 
Which,  at  six  p«r  otnt,  for  fifketa  yeu*»  7,751.250 


Makes^  . 

Difierene^ 


.  16,363,750 
3,186,350 

#18,550,000 


But,  said  Mr.  J.,  the  gentleman  arrives  at  Us  oonchi' 
sion  by  this  summary  process.  If  tim  tiirce  per  coita.  bad 
been  botq(bt  at  mxtfove,  there  would  have  been  a  reduc' 
tion  of  ca|^tal  of  fbur  million^  >nd  rix  miHiona  have  been 
paid  in  interest  upon  the  three  per  cents.,  makingtcn  mil. 
lions — a  very  shtut  and  convenient  ealculatjont  but  he  hae 
entirely  forgotten  that  the  money  was  employed  in  extin- 
guishing a  debt  bearing  six  per  cent,  and  for  wfaicb, 
amoontmf  to  near  eight  milKoni^  be  hea  totaUy  onuttcd  ta> 
give  credit 

Bu^  mid  Mr.  J.,  the  pdnt  of  the  dwrge  dOea  notSe 
here.  The  charge  ia,  that  the  Government  lost  ten  mil- 
lions in  sustaining  die  bank. 

Now  it  is  most  obnons  diat  the  bmk  was  the  mere 
depoatory  of  the  money;  that  it  had  nottung  to  do  with 
the  pur«ha»ng  of  stocksf  that  it  paid  the  money  as  de- 
manded; that  the  eommiasionem  could  not  purchase  th« 
three  per  cents,  at  aixty-fivei  that  they  purchased  what 
was  most  advantageous  to  the  Government;  tl»t  two  mil- 
lions only,  and  not  ten,  would  have  been  mvcd  if  this  stock 
could  have  been  purchased  at  the  price  linuted;  that  this 
two  millions  would  have  been  loot  by  the  holders,  if  tbey 
had  taken  that  that  the  Government  had  no  right 

to  expect  her  dlisena  would  tako  lew  than  Oe  value  off 
their  stocks. 

But  how  was  the  bank  suAained.^ 
The  bank  went  into  operation  the  1st  January,  1817. 
It  had  ttur^-five  miOions  of  capital,  beudea  individaat  d»- 
uorites.  It  was  impoasibk^dum^  the  first  year,  to  enph^ 
ita  own  capital.  It  must  be  apparent  it  did  not  and  could 
not  empknr  the  Government  depontes.  But  suppose  it 
could,  at  the  rate  of  nx  per  cent  The  nnking  fund  act 
pasted  near  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  1817.  The 
money  remained  in  liand  for  three  quarters  of  that  year» 
which  would  have  amounted  to  $450,000}  but  one^fth  oC 
that  belonged  to  the  Government,  which  reduces  the 
amount  to  $360,000.  Birt,  then,  as  they  had  to  it  out 
on  the  1st  January,  they  could  not  enqiloy  it  cutfmgtb* 
last  rizty  days. 

In  this  manner  it  is  made  to  appear  tliat  the  Govern- 
ment has  lost  ten  nullimia  of  dolUra  in  sustaining  the 
bank,  while  it  is  clear  the  bank  had  not  the  capacity  of 
employing  its  own  dipital  ao  soon  after  it  went  into  ope- 
ration. 

Mr.  J.  said  that  he  had  aakcd  the  indulgence  of  the  Se> 
nate  merely  to  set  this  matter  right. 

Itlr.  BENTON  rose  m  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  JoeasTon,]  and,  to  avoid  &11  chance  for 
error,  would  have  recourse  to  official  statements.  He  had, 
at  an  early  period  of  the  sewon,  called  for  information 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  on  all  the  points  neces- 
sary to  understand  the  nature  of  tlus  loss  nf  neariy  eleven 
millions  of  dollars  for  not  paying  tlw  three  per  cent  stock 
in  1817,  acoordiiig  to  the  authtwityin  the  luikingfuod 
act  of  that  year.  He  had  called  for  the  price  of  the  stock, 
and  the  answer  to  that  call  (page  three  of  tbe  document 
lie  held  in  his  hand)  riiowcd  it  to  be  from  nx^-three  and 
three-fourths  to  sixty-four  cents  tn  the  dollar.  Be  had 
called  for  the  amount  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  that 
bank,  at  the  end  of  each  month  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
(1817.^  and  it  waa  shown  to  averajjc  aboot-ten  miUions, 
being  in  Juhr  so  asaxteen  millions^  pkeking  a  Aae- 
tion,)  and  about  seven  and  a  half  nullkms  at  £e  cod  of 
Uie  year.  He  hsd  called  fitf  fte  amowt  of  stock  when 
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tiie  rinking  fund  act  wu  paaNed^  (Harch  3»  ISir.)  and  it 
vu  Aown  to  be  a  fraction  over  utcea  """y*^  He  bad 
called  for  the  amount  purchased  undertbat  act*  and  it  ma 

shown  to  be  a  fnidion  leas  than  three  nuffiona.  Bc  had  call- 
ed for  tbe  amount  of  interest  paid  since  on  the  three  per 
cent,  stocks,  and  it  was  ahown  to  be  a  fraction  over  rix 
niUions  of  dollars.  He  had  called  for  tbe  prefcnt  price 
of  this  Btock,  and  it  -was  shovr-n  to  be  about  lunety-nx  cents 
in  the  dollar.  Upon  these  data  he  had  bottomed  hia  csti- 
Diate  of  a  loss  of  near  eteTCn  milUraa  of  dtdlati  to  the 
United  States  for  not  purchaunff  it  in  1617,  and  die  &et 
vas  clearly  nwdc  out.  The  stock  had  risen  one-1hird»  and 
that  added  upwards  of  four  millions  to  itt  ve  bad  pud 
above  «x  nulViona  of  inlerestt  and  Um  two  sums  made  near 
eleven  millions  of  dollars.  Tbe  stock  m^t  have  been 
bou^  for  about  ei; ht  millions  in  1S17,  and  so  prevented 
tbe  increase  and  saved  the  interesti  but  the  money  was 
left  in  bank,  and  she  had  the  ben^t  of  it  without  pay- 
aa  any  interest.  Ur.  Cbeves,  in  bis  repmt  to  the  stock- 
bdUersin  1819,  says,  the  bank  bad  the  benefit  of  upwards 
of  eight  m'dUons  of  public  depontes:  and  tbe  lot  of  bal- 
snoea,  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  prores  the  same  thing.  - 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Louisiana  says,  the  United  SUtes 
saved  two  millions  by  purchasing  six  per  cents,  instead  of 
three  per  cents.;  and  here  lies  the  cardinal' error  of  that 
gentleman.  He  supposes  all  the  money  was  taken  out  of 
Mnk  to  pay  the  «x  pet  cents.,  when  the.  fact  is  proved 
that  it  waa  not  taken  out  for  that  or  any  other  purpose) 
it  remained  in  bank,  to  an  amount  arcnige  of  ten  nul- 
lions,  the  whole  year,  and  tbe  bank  had  tbe  use  of  it  wi^oat 
interest.  Mr.  B.  had  nothing  to  say  i^pdnst  men.  He  was 
not  tr>'iDg  to  bhunc  this  or  that  mant  be  was  going  against 
in  institution  which  was  in  its  nature  too  powerful  for  Uie 
Government,  lie  was  friendly  to  Mr.  Crawftffd  and  Mr. 
Chevesi  but  it  is  incontestable  that  the  Uidted  States  had 
kst  eleven  milliona  of  doUars  by  fiivoring  tte  bank  with 
die  gratuitous  use  of  the  public  depositee  m  the  year  1817. 
The  bank  was  now  dmng  busness  npon  the  depontei 
am!  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  She  had  riglit  nul- 
lions  of  depo«ites  in  Ac  name  of  the  treasurer,  and  near 
t«-o  millions  in  the  name  of  public  officers,  and  but  seven 
milliona  of  specie,  and  tw-enW-two  hundred  dollars  of 
fonded  debt.  Her  capital  could  only  consist  of  specie  and 
futided  debt.  So  said  the  charter.  She  had  not  capital 
eaougfa  to  pi^  die  public  deposites,  and  had  about  cif^bt 
nLllions  of  private  deposites,  bendes  an  issue  of  nearly 
forh'-<Hie  millions  of  notes,  as  they  were  called.  It  is 
evident  idle  was  doing  bu^neas  up<m  tiie  credit  and  reve- 
nues ofthe  United  States.  And  who  were  those  favored 
people,  who  tliu3  had  the  public  money  and  the  name  of 
the  United  States  to  bank  upon  gratuitously?  They 
were,  in  a  great  part,  foreigners!  Lords  and  ladies  of 
Great  Britain;  knights  and  baronst  roilitaiy  and  naval 
officers!  reverend  dGreymen  and  isbuntry  squires:  they 
held  eigbt  and  a  half  roarions  in  tiieir  own  name,  beridek 
what  was  in  the  names  of  their  trustees.  The  name  of 
tire  bank  wai  a  misnomer.  It  was  essentially  a  British  in- 
stitution! And  what  was  striking  was,  that  these  EngRsh 
people  made  no  compensation  for  the  use  of  tfie  people's 
money  in  their  bank  here,  while  they  had  to  make  a  large 
compensation  to  the  British  Government  for  the  -use  of 
the  Government  deposites  there. 

And  what  was  still  more  curious  .was^  Hiat  m  member  of 
the  Btilisb  Pai&menr,  who  issued  orders  from  his  country 
bank  in  England  in  1826,  and  had  tliem  suppressed  there, 
b  now  doing  the  same  thing  m  the  United  Statex,  and  we 
cannot  suppress  tliem  here!  Mr.  B.  said  it  wotild  be 
amusing,  if  it  waa  not  distressing,  to  see  the  people  in  the 
Westcall-for  more  tapital  to  their  branch  banks.  He 
mid  that  the  printed'  returns  lying  on  (or  under>  every 
Bwtator*s  table  would  show  that  not  a  cent  of  capital  was 
ever  sent  to  Mobile,  Natchez,  or  St  touisi  but  be  was 


ticular  as  others  to  whose  name  a  million  is  aangned.  It 
waa  all  moondiine!  They  bad  as  veil  hare  a  lisl  of 
moonshine  lying  ui^er.the  steps  of  the  bank,  as  this  state- 
ment of  a  imlhon  in  the  vaults.  The  ca^tal  could  bn 
nothing  but  coin  or  funded  debt.  The  chamr  fixed  that. 
She  had  but  seven  millions  of  coin  in  the  whole,  and  that 
due,  and  doubly  due,  and  nearly  three  times  due,  to 
depoMtors.  She  had  but  twenty-two  hundred  dollars  of 
funded  debti  which  was  nothing  in  so  large  a  concern. 
She  had  Uttle  to  go  upon  but  ttw  credit  and  revenues  of 
the  Utited  States.  ForcineiB  enjf^  this  credit  and  tiiese 
revenues.  They  wear  the  mane  of  the  United  States. 
They  bUxon  it  in  huge  letters  on  their  bank  notes,  and 
on  the  orders  which  were  intended  to  be  palmed  upon 
the  ignoramuses  of  the  West  for  real  bank  notes.  Tho 
correspondence  of  the  president  of  the  bank  with  Mr. 
Rush  shows  that  these  Mders  were  intended  to  be  passed 
for  notes. 

They  were  to  have  the  sane  marks,  and  figures,  and 
device's,  and  edgings,  and  general  appearance,  and  to  be 
signed  by  a  little  pftwdent  aa  well  as  a  little  cashier,  who 
the  people  might  think  were  the  president  and  casliier 
intended  in  the  charter.  Andtiiey  got  these  substitutes 
for  notes"  received  in  pa^yment  of  public  dues,  though  , 
die  present  Secretary,  in  his  rejxirt  to  the  Senate,  shows 
us  that  he  has  no  official  information  thattbey  are  received. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bayrox,  ssid,  the 
gentleman  has  entirely  forgt^en  the  point  he  rose  to  ex> 
pfaun.  Tbe  cbuge  was,  tlutthe  bank  had  been  sustained 
by  a  lossttf  ten  nUlGonsto  the  Government,  llie  pmnt 
of  the  charge  is  the  loss  to  the  Government.  It  was  my 
object  merely  to  ezplam  away  that  errorj  but  not  in  thu 
irregular  way  to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  the  whole 
affairs  of  the  bank.  I  looked  with  some  intere&t  for  the 
foctsand  reasons  npon  which  he  mMntained  this  extraordi- 
nary proposition.  The  gentleman  hu  merely  reiterated 
the  ciiarge,  and  has  contented  himself  with  riiowingfrom 
the  tables  that  ten  milGons  were  in  bank,  unemployed,  io 
1817.  Thst  is  not  the  question.  The  point  in  issue  is, 
has  tiM  Government  lost  any  thing?  Could  the  commis- 
sioners  bare  employed  the  money  differently  or  more 
advantageously?  Could  they  have  purchased  the  three 
per  cenU.  at  sixty-five,  and  did  not?  and  if  they  had 
purchased,  would  that  have  made  a  difference  of  ten 
millions^  And  was  tills  loas  incurred  with  a  view  to  aus- 
tun  a  bank  just  going  into  operation?  and  had  it  that 
effect?  These  are  Ute  pmnts  necessary  to  maintain  this 
serious  charge,  and  which  I  thought  the  gentleman  had 
risen  to  make  good. 

The  gentlenian  says  it  was  not  his  intention  to  impugn 
the  conduct  of  tlie  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fundt 
but  the  conclu»on  is  irresistible.  The  money  waa  placed 
in  their  hands  to  pay  the  public  debt;  if  they  have  so 
mantled  the  fond  as  to  lose  ten  millions  tu  tbe  Govern- 
ment, it  would  evince  the  grossest  mismanagement!  and 
if  with  a  view  to  support  tbe  credit  of  the  bank,  it  would 
become  a  charge  of  a  more  serious  character.  But  the 
fund  has  been  ably  administeredi  and  there  is  no  just 
gfTound  of  censure  or  complaint  any  where.  They  liave 
regularly  applied  tbe  money  to  the  purchase  of  the  stocks 
bearing  the  highest  interest  and  which  were  waA  ndian- 
tageous  to  the  GovemmeTit. 

1  have  shown  that  the  lUlforence  between  three  per 
cents,  at  sixty-five,  in  1817,  and  at  ninety-five  now,  is  little 
more  than  two  millions.  But  the  advantage  of  buying  at 
nxty-five  is  a  mere  questioii  ot  time.  If  they  were  to 
be  redeemed  in  fifteen  years,  they  were  woi;lh  more  than 
srxty-fivet  but  in  twenty-five  years  they  were  worth  com- 
paratively, with  the  other  stocks,  less  than  sixty-five.  It 
was  therefore  a  mere  inatter  ofspeculation,  then,  whether 
the  Government  would  redeem  the  iBree  per  cents,  at 
par,  in  fifteen,  or  twenty^  or  twentyffre  years.  The 
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probability,  in  fifteen  or  uxtaen  ycu*,  refused,  of  cour*e, 
to  take  six^-fire,  uid  the  result  will  justify  the  calcula^ 
tuHi.  Tbey  vere  juat  as  able  to  estimate  all  the  probabili- 
ties, and  aU  the  advantage  as  the  Government.  The 
value  of  (heae  three  per  cents,  nor  dependa  on  the  iriU 
of  the  Govemmuit— uiey  are  not  demandable.  The  Go- 
vernment may  postpone  the  payment  indefinitelyt  and 
does  not  the  gentleman  perceive,  if  tb^payment  is  defer- 
red only  six  years,  the  effect  will  be  the  same  as  if  they 
bad  been  purchased,  in  1817)  at  MX^-five;  and,  if  to  ten 
years,  we  ^lall  have  done  better  than  to  have  bought  at 
that  time)  wid  thai,  by  pn^ng^g*  the  payment,  the  Go- 
vernment will  gain,  eveiy  year,  the  dtiBTerence  between 
three  per  cent,  and  the  interest  which  she  now  receives 
from  the  banki  that  seven  per  cent  F  That  is,  in  other 
wards,  the  seven  millions  of  stock  in  the  bank  will  pay 
the  interest  on  the  tlurteen  millkms  of  three  per  cents, 
forever.  The  administration  U  now  ur^ng  us  on  to  pay 
this  debt,  at  this  sacrifice  of  six  millions  of  dollars.  The 
loss  which  will  arise  from  paying  Uie  three  per  cents., 
will  be  three  times  as  great  as  any  loss  that  nu^t  have 
arisen  from  not  purcbaung  the  three  per  cents  atsix^-^ve. 

But  the  gentleman  says  there  were  ten  millions  in  bank 
in  1817.  That  is  truei  it  was  depouted -there,  and  paid 
out  when  called  for.  This  chai^,  at  most,  could  only 
amount  to  the  interest  that  year.  But  then.  In  order  to 
make  good  the  charge,  it  must  appear  that  they  employed 
tlic  money.  But  it  was  the  first  year  of  their  operations, 
and  they  could  not  put  in  activity,  in  so  short  a  period,  all 
thur  capital.  It  wiU  be  seen  that,  during  tbe.year  1817, 
they  had  much  less  in  circulationj  so  that  it  must  be  ap- 
parent they  derived  no  bcDefit,  and  were  not  Bustuned  by 
the  Government. 

U  will  also  appear,  that,  during  the  year  1819,  tlie 
period  of  the  greatest  distress,  almost  all  the  funds  were 
withdrawn,  there  being  little  more  than  half  a  million.  In 
1820,  it  amounted  to  near  a  million,  but,  in  the  year  follow- 
ing, it  was  overdrawn  as  much,  in  1832,  it  did  not  exceed 
a  milUon  and  &  half.  In  1833,  and  part  of  1834,  five 
miUions  remained  in  bank,  because  there  was  no  applica- 
tion of  the  money  by  the  commissioners,  in  consequence, 
probably,  of  there  being  no  debt  redeemable,  and  no 
authority  to  purchaae;  but,  in  the  last  quarter,  th&re  was 
half  a  million  overdrawn. 

But,  admitting  the  whole  &ct,  to  what  does  it  amount? 
That  the  United  States*  Bank  received  twen^-four  or 
twenty-five  millions  a  year  in  deposite  for  llie  Government, 
and  pay  it  over,  upon  the  warrant  of  the  treasurer,  to 
meet  appropriattons  by  Congress,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  in  general  an  avera^  balance  of  tliree  miUions 
in  bank  in  advance. 

Now,  every  dollar  of  this  whole  revenue  is  appropi-iated 
in  ant'icipationt  and  every  dollar  of  this  three  millions  is 
appropnated,  and  is  no  longer  the  property  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  wuts  to  be  called  fw  by  thiwe  who  have 
claims  upon  it,  and  have  a  ri^t  to  demuid  it.  But  it 
must  be  obvious  that  all  individuals,  in  the  military,  naval^ 
and  dvil  service,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Pacific,  cannot  close  their 
accounts,  and  draw  ^e  money  during  the  precise  year;  it 
must  require  ux  weeks,  or  two  months,  to  draw  out  all 
tlie  appropriations  of  the  preceding  year. 

But  the  money  is  implied,  but  twice  a  year  to  the  public 
debt,  and  it  must,  io  the  interval,  accumulate. 

This  sum  of  three  millioos  is  not  more  than  the  revenue 
of  six  weeks,  and  tb^  Government  have  not  had,  on  an 
average,  for  twelve  years,  more  than  ux  weeks*  receipts 
in  the  lunds  of  its  agent  to  meet  all  demands;  and  this 
sum  has  been  at  all  times  appropriated,  and  not  properly 
the  fund  of  the  Government.  But  if  this  operation  was 
performed  by  th»  treasury  or  State  banks,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  haite,  at  all  times,  a  certain  fund  on  baud  to 
meet  enpigemcnts. 


It  is  now  urged,  as  matter  of  complaint,  titat  the  bank 
has  tiie  use  of  this  sum  without  interest,  which  would 
amount  to  9150,000)  a  sum  too  inconriderftble  to  be  the 
subject  of  so  mocb  complaint 

But  does  the  bank  perform  no  duties,  and  render  no 
servicM  to  the  Qovmment^  Does  it  not  recove  and  pay 
out,  at  vsrimii  phoM,  duriiur  each  year,  twenty-five  mit- 
hons  dolbffsf  b  the  labor,  and  responBDiUty,  and 
expense  of  ^lis,  no  equivalent? 

The  gentleman  now  varies  the  attack,  and  the  charge 
now  IB,  that  the  bank  has  no  resources,  or,  as  has  been 
siud  in  another  place,  "cannotpay  its  debts." 

Sir,  here  is  a  bank  that  has  nnty-nine  millions  notes 
ftlUng  due  in  rixtjr  day%  and  rizteen  ndllions  of  bills  bll- 
iag'due  on  an  vrvstf^  oif  ninety  days,  with  seven  milCons 
of  ipede,  and  two  milfions  of  notes  of  other  banks,  beMdes 
real  estate,  with  eight  milhons  of  tegidar  in^vidual  de- 
posites,  beodes  those  of  the  Government,  which,  it  is  now 
said,  has  not  the  means  of  pacing  its  debts,  and  which 
amount  to  only  tweaW.one  millions,  independent  of  the 
depontest  that  ii^  the  bank  has  nxty-five  milHons  oS  paper 
fidltng  due,  and  seven  OBllIons  of  specie,  and  two  nulBons 
of  bank  notes,  and  has  less  than  twen^'-one  millions  in 
circulation. 

Is  it  possible  that  any  roan  who  understands  the  princi- 
ples of  banking  can  suppose  such  an  institution  unsafe, 
eitherjbr  the  stockholders  or  the  people  of  the  country } 
The  Bank  of  England,  with  a  capital  of  fourteen  millions 
of  poundfli  issues  twenty  millions,  while  that  of  France, 
with  ninety  milUona  francs,  lasocs  two  hundred  and  thirty 
millions;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  baa  less  tiiaa  two- 
thirds  of  hers  in  orculation. 

The  country  mav  well  trust  its  administration  to  the  ex- 
perienced  men  who  have  been  chosen  to  direct  it.  The 
bank  could  not  fwX,  without  the  loss  of  thirty-fire  millions 
to  the  stockholder*)  and  what  motive  or  Interest  can  there 
be  to  endanger,  in  the  slightest  degree,  Uie  safe^roT  the 
institution?  The  bank  has  been  in  easy,  and  reguHr,  and 
safe  operation  Sat  ten  yeani  it  dtsclosea  its  buuness  eveiy 
month;  there  are  five  ^rectOTS  on  the  part  of  die  Ooven*- 
ment:  It  enjoys  the  Mf^st  confidence  every  where,  and 
is,  in  fact,  m  most  successful  operation. 

But  the  gentleman  says  the  bank  hasflO  capital.  There 
is  but  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  of  funded  debtt 
and  why?  Because  the  bank  has  pennitted  the  Govern- 
ment to  redeem  its  stock.  How  can  the  bank  have  Wind- 
ed debt,  when  the  Government  is  paying  it  off,  and  it  in 
ceasing  to  exist  ?  It  is  but  three  years  rinee  the  bank  held 
sixteen  miWons,  but  the  Government  has  extinguished  it. 

But  the  charge  is  seriously  made,  that  the  bank  has  but 
seven  ndUions  of  its  capital  in  its  vaults.  Does  gen- 
tleman suppose  the  bank  is  to  lock  up  its  capital  in  spe- 
cie? That  tliis  institution  is  to  withdraw  from  circulation 
tliirty-five  millions  of  spede;  (ac  the  public  funds  wiU  now 
cease  to  be  capital.  What  would  the  bank  operate  upon? 
She  could  not  have  in  drculation  notes  to  an  amount 
greater  than  her  capital;  and  what  advantage  could  she 
derive  from  an  issue  equal  to  ber  capital,  if  she  retained 
her  capital? 

The  bank  formerly  held  a  large  amountof  funded  d^L 
That  has  been  paid  off,  and  was  replaced  in  bank  by  spe- 
cie. What  must  the  bank  do  witli  it?  Lock  up  so  Isi^ 
a  portion  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  eountiy?  Then 
we  shouldhcarof  erakiarrassmentanddetangementaof  the 
widtdrawid  of  specie,  and  of  inundating  the  country  with 
bank  notes.  But  now  the  argument  is  turned  in  the  other 
directi<m.  The  bank  has  been  too  liberal.  It  has  put  in 
activity  its  own  capital,  and  increased  its  circulation.  It 
has  extended  its  accommodatiini,  and  given  facility  to  C(Hn- 
mercial  operations,  it  is  said,  to  the  extent  of  twcn^  mil- 
lions. 

The  whole  of  this  arises  from  tlie  imperfect  knowledge 
ofthetubject.  Th«  bank  twld  the  loaded  dtM  of  the 
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GoTerameiit  to  the  maKnnt  of  nxteen  miUion^  wfaioh  bu 
beep  changed  into  moDej,  and  bai,  beride^  receired 
milUona  from  the  Gorernioent  in  pafment  for  its  own 
■toek,  niakii^  tweotr-three  millions.  Wbat  was  to  be 
done  with  this  part  ot  the  capital Let  it  lie  idle  and  un- 
productive in  the  raults^  It  idotc  witelv  determined  to 
put  the  funds  in  circulation.  But,  initead  of  having^  the 
effect  of  inducing'  over-dealing,  it  has  had  the  effect  to  re- 
lievc  the  country  from  its  necessary  consequences:  in  the 

Elace  of  curtaiUn^  its  operations,  when  the  preaaure  ma 
dt,  M  the  local  uid  limited  banlu  are  compelled  to  do,  it 
extended  its  accoamiodstioD,  met  the  critts,  and  gave  re- 
lief. The  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  also  dharfed  that 
the  bank  has  for^  millions  of  paper,  as  well  as  its  capital, 
in  circulation.  This  is  an  error.  I  cannot  be  mistaken, 
wlien  I  repeal  as  I  do,  mth  perfect  confidence,  that  the 
paper  in  circulation  is  not  more  than  twenty  •one  miUiona. 
It  IS  necessary  to  distingiuah  between  the  Dsper  iaaaed, 
which  I  bcbevo  does  amount  to  tarty  miIuon%  and  the 
amount  pat  into  orculation.  The  amount  retained  on 
band,  deducted  from  forty  millions,  gives  the  circuUtion, 
or  the  amount  for  which  the  bank  is  indebted,  which  is 
about  twen^-one  millions. 

Another  objection  is  now  taken  to  the  foreign  stock- 
holders, and  an  attempt  ia  made,  by  parading  their  names 
and  titles,  to  produce  scnne  personal  preju^ce.  They 
are  perswis  of  ruifc,  entitled,  from  thureharneter  and  con* 
£tion  in  Ufe,  to  ovr  respect  here.  They  tie  holders  oi 
stock,  because  the  necesutieB  of  the  country,  and  the  policy 
of  our  lawl^  gave  them  the  privilege.  The  country  was 
exhausted  by  the  war;  there  existed  a  great  scarcity  of  the 
precious  metals.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
draw  foreign  capital,  or  to  induce  invqtments  in  this  bank, 
as  the  Other  public  stocks  were  paid  off. 

This  was  rendered  the  more  necessary,  as  due  whole 
nonetary  ^stem,  in  a  very  short  periotU  underwent  an 
entire  revolution,  and  the  paper  cumulation  was  reduced 
near  uxty  nuUionsf  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in 
reducing  the  qiecie  circulation  to  fifty  millions,  three  to 
four  miUiona  wcfv  annually  paid  to  foreign  holders  of  pub- 
lic stock. 

The  investment  of  foreigners  evinces  the  universe  con- 
fidence in  the  stability  of  this  institution. 

This  question  may  properly  arise  under  the  bill  for  re- 
chartering  the  bank.  It  is  certainly  of  mut^  less  conse- 
quence now  than  fbrmeily;  but  there  are  considerations 
now  ttutt  ou^t  to  be  duly  weired.  Foreigners  now  bold 
dxiut  ten  mdlions  the  pubhc  debt,  which  it  is  proposed 
to  pay  off  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Tbis  sum  tuspkced, 
cannot  fail  more  or  less  to  disturb  the  circulation.  The 
country  now  feels  the  effect  of  thia  drain,  produced  as 
much  by  paying  off  stocks  held  by  fbreignen^  as  by  orer- 
importation. 

llie  gentleman  objects  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  exert  great  political  power  and  corrupt  influ* 
ence.  Money  is  power,  certainly,  whether  in  the  hands 
of  individuals,  of  local  bulks,  or  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  concentration  of  a  large  sum,  under  the  direc- 
tum of  men  having  litUe  to  do  with  elections,  or  with  po- 
litical parties,  under  the  general  superintep^nce  of  five 
directors,  spp<anted  by  the  Government,  divided  into 
twenty-fbur  States,  under  separate  boards  of  directors, 
chosen  among  the  most  respectable  penons  of  different 
pbDtical  principles,  acting  under  public  instructions,  can- 
not become  a  political  en^e,  and  will  exert  less  influence 
than  in  the  hands  of  individuals.  The  objtxtof  the  stock- 
holders is  profit,  not  power.  They  have  the  higbest  mo 
tives  not  to  interfere,  aod  not  to  ezdte  prejudice  against 
them.  , 

No  such  Mifument  m  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
what  has  hitherto  oixurred>  They  have  acted  upon  gene- 
ral prindples,  and  have  not  permitted  eren  the  officers  of 
the  Governnieiit  t«  dict^  to  tboDi  and  tbey  bftre  legated 


the  improper  interference  of  Goremmeot.  Thej  have 
deserred  tiie  public  confidence  aa  much  by  th«r  indepen- 
dence as  by  the  just  and  liberal  administration  of  tnnr 
affairs.  There  is  as  little  danger  of  thdr  becoming  atool 
of  power,  as  a  tool  of  party. 

I  trust  a  suitable  occa«on  will  occur  to  reply  to  all  the 
charges  tiiat  have  been  put  forth;  they  sre  all  susceptible 
of  as  clear  and  satisfactory  explanation  as  those  be  has 
forth  to-day. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  seldom  took  part  in 
discoasioHS  in  wludi  there  was  no  puticular  (d>ject— the 
vote  on  wlucfa  concluded  notfaingf  but  as  the  day  was  near^ 
ly  spent,  and  nothing  else  would  probably  be  tsken  up, 
he  ssked  leave  to  submit  a  few  observations. 

The  motion  now  before  the  Senate,  nudhe,  is,  whether 
the  Senate  will  authorize  the  purchase  of  mxty  volumes  of 
a  work  wtuch  I  consider  highly  useful  to  a  correct  umicr- 
Btandmg  of  the  affairs  of  uie  Bank  of  the  United  Statesi 
which  work  contains  every  document  which  has  been  here- 
tofore presented,,  and  every  speech  which  has  been  deli- 
vered on  the  subject  <tf  thn  institutim,  and  on  this  ques- 
tion. Hie  whole  subject  of  the  renewal  of  tiie  chsrter  of 
the  bank  has  been  indulged  in.  And  wbat  will  the  vote 
on  this  question  show?  That  the  Senate  has,  or  has  not, 
agreed  to  purchsse  the  books.  Of  course,  then,  tlie  vote 
on  this  question  will  show  nothing  whatever  relative  to  the 
bank  itsell;  and  thus  do  we  waste  the  time  which  oi^tto 
be  devoted  to  the  essential  buMnesa  of  the  sessitm. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hill]  came 
prepared  with  a  speech  on  this  subject,  and,  after  its  deli- 
very, moved  to  lay  the  resolution  for  the  purchase  of  the 
books  upon  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
thus  concluding  debate.  In  some  way  or  other,  (and  con- 
trary, in  my  opinion,  to  order,)  the  debate  has  been  con- 
tinued; and  now,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  has  been  per- 
mitted to  proceed. 

1  ought,  perhaps,  Mr.  President,  to  entertun^  some 
doubts  whether  I  am  at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject  of 
banking,  differing,  as  I  do,  with  the  Senator  from  Missou- 
ri, [Mr.  Bkntoh,]  who  has  been  nuking  it  his  particular 
study,  and  who,  after  laborious  investigation,  has  brought 
fortii  opinions  so  directly  opposite  to  my  ideas  of  banking. 
At  the  lost  session  of  Congress,  that  Senator  presented  a 
resolution  in  relation  to  the  bank,  and  accompanied  it  with 
a  speech  of  great  length,  which  speech  was  circulated  in 
pamphlet  form  fi-om  Maine  to  Loturiana.  It  met  here  vnth 
no  reply  from  any  SenatOT.  It  therefore  had  a  fair  chance 
to  inform  the  public  mind  on  the  particular  side  of  the 
question  which  it  represented.  And  what  has  been  the 
result  *  Why,  that  the  bank,  it  appears,  has  become  more 
popular  than  even  its  friends  had  believed;  and  why  ^  Be- 
cause the  charges  contuned  in  the  speech  induced  men 
to  inquire  into  them{and  the  more  general  this  inquiry 
va%  so  in  proportion  was  the  public  satisfied  that  the 
bank  was  eminently  benefidal  to  the  nation— to  the  trea. 
Bury — ^to  the  people,  and,  in  fact,  that  the  Government 
could  not  conduct  its  business  with  promptitude  and  with 
safety,  without  the  aid  of  a  bank  over  which  it  could,  at 
all  times,  exercise  a  salutary  control. 

The  Senator  [Mr.  Bkstoii]  has  stated  the  Issues  of  notes 
made  by  the  bank  to  be  fbrty-onc  millions  of  dollars:  whe- 
ther he  ii  right  or  wrong  i  n  hisstatement,  I  knownot  Now, 
Mr.  Prendent,  Senators  may  believe  that  "  issues"  mean 
notes  in  circulation — not  so;  there  is  a  wide  diflerence 
between  notes  issued  and  notes  in  circulation.  Notes  is- 
sued mean  simply  notes  which  have  buen  signed  by  the 
president  and  cashier.  Whenever  that  duty  has  been  per- 
formed, the  amount  of  notes  thus  ngned  is  always  added 
to  the  amount  of  issuea:  but  every  one  wlio  is  in  the  least 
degree  acquainted  with  bailing  operation^  knows  that 
one-third  ot  mare  o£  such  notes  are  always  in  Uie  bank 
or  its  branches  ready  to  meet  any  demand  which  may  ba 
nude  §ar  bank  notesf  so  that  the  Senator  [Mr.  JoaHsroxJ 
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was  probabl;^  rigbt  when  he  nid  that  the  note*  in  circula- 
tion did  not  exceed  tventy-one  tnillioni  of  dollar*. 

The  Senator  [Hr.  Biirrair]  compUiu  of  the  depo- 
»te§  made  in  the  bank  by  Government  and  Othow.  The 
amount  of  the  deposlte  is  that  on  «d)ich  the  bank  it 
to  matce  its  profit.  If '  the  bantc  ^Kounted  only  on 
the  amount  of  its  capital,  it  could  not  ^ve  a  fair  divi- 
dend. A  bank,  af^er  three  years'  operabons,  may  find 
fhat  the  depo^tes  amount,  on  an  average,  to  one-third  of 
its  capital  stock:  the  bank,  therefore,  has  a  ri|^t  to  consi- 
der these  deposites  u  ft  fimd  on  vhkUi  it  may  wtlkW  ealca- 
bte,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course  the  bOriness  of  the  bank 
Vn  relation  to  diacoants  is  arran^d  according;ly,  by  con»- 
<kring  these  depositcB  in  the  same  light  as  capital.  Hence 
arises  a  profit,  of  which  all  banks  of  discount  and  deposite 
aviul  themselves.  Merchants,  capitalists,  and  otfaen,  de- 
poMte  their  money  in  the  buik,  becaufie  thev  consider  it 
•af^r  while  in  the  vault  of  the  bank,  than  in  ttieir  own  iron 
chests.  The  Government  makes  its  depoutes  in  the  bank, 
beeauBC  it  is  safer  than  in  a  strong  box  at  the  treasury. 
The  money  necessary  for  die  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment can  be  drawn  from  the  bank  as  occasion  may  require, 
and  this,  too,  without  any  risk,  or  tlie  posdhiliQ'  of  loss- 
Can  tliis  be  said  of  any  other  mode  of  securing  the  public 
funds^  The  Senator  [Mr.  Bsvtoit]  says,  that,  from  the 
Government  deposites  in  the  bank,  the  bank  derives  an 
advantage — granted;  and  bo  it  does  from  individual  depo- 
sites to  a  greater  amount.  Does  the  Government,  or  do 
faidiridual^  sustain  an  injuty  thereby?  Suppose  tiiere 
was  no  United  Stated  Bank,  the  Government  deposites 
would  necessarily  be  made  in  some  of  the  State  banks, 
and  these  State  banks  would  enjoy  alt  the  profits  of  which 
the  Senator  complains — in  which  profit  the  Government 
could  not  participate;  and  in  the  mani^ment  of  its  funds, 
while  in  deposite  in  these  State  banks,  the  Government 
could  exercise  no  control.  At  the  present  moment,  the 
Government  enjoys  one-fifth  of  the  gain,  ariring  not  only 
from  its  own  deposites,  but  from  those  of  individualat  and 
the  public  iundsare  perfectly  safe,  ready  at  all  times  when 
required,  and  at  any  part  of  the  Union.  These  advanta- 
ges are  enjoyed  by  the  Government  without  any  expense, 
or  any  loss  by  inland  exchange. '  Can  ihese  things  be  sud 
of  Slate  banks?  Suppose  there  were  no  banks  of  any 
kind,  then  the  amount  wluch  has  been  mentioned  must 
be  kept  in  a  strong  box  at  the  treasury,  there  locked  up, 
and  excluded  from  tlie  necessary  circiUation,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  wliole  nation.  Such  an  arrangement  would 
be  attended  with  no  benefidal  eflfect  whatever.  8uel^ 
indeed,  we  know,  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  ancient 
despotic  Governments,  agiunst  which  every  man  of  com- 
mon sense,  all  economists,  and  all  history,  has  protested, 
as  ruinous,  and  destnictive  of  the  interest  of  the  people. 
Would  the  Senator  wish  us,  in  our  financial  affain,  to  re- 
turn to  the  age  of  barbarism? 

The  Senator  [Mr.  Bxittdh]  has  told  us  that  foreigner!. 
Eniflish  noblemen,  dowagers^  ficc*  own  of  the  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  Uie  amount  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and  this,  he  says,  is  a  grievance.  We 
have,  Mr.  President,  an  enterprising  people,  and  they 
can  and  do  manage,  not  only  their  own  capital  to  advan- 
tage, but  also  that  of  foreigners,  whenever  they  are  per- 
mitted to  do  so.  If  foreigner*  speculate  in  our  stocks,  it 
gives  us  meansi  on  which  our  citizena  can  operate  tq  ad- 
vantage. Foreigners  can,  under  flie  charter,  become 
Btockholdeps  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  they 
can  have  no  influence  in  directing  the  operations  of  the 
institution;  they  have  no  vote  for  directors.  They  feel 
an  interest  in  the  dividends  only.  Provided  they  receive 
good  dividends,  they  care  but  tittle  who  manage  the  af- 
fairs of  the  institution.  But  the  Senator  [Mr.  Bxktok} 
thinks  that  these  foreigners  hold  stock  to  the  amount  of 
four  nullions  in  trust  to  our  own  citizen^  who  can  thereby 
vote.   What  sji  idea!    Who  li  there  that  can  (br  one 


moment  believe  that  any  foreign  gentleman,  or  any  dow- 
ager, would  vest  in  our  citizens  thnr  proper^,  merely 
for  the  purpotfe  of  enabling  them  to  vote  at  the  election  of 
directors?  Whoisdiere  ttiat  can  believe  that  there  is 
one  foreigner  who  would  betray  such  a  want  of  common 
»nse  and  common  prudence,  as  to  adopt  such  a  course? 
-Who  is  there,  J  ask,  who  believes  that  any  foreigner,  hold- 
ing stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  cares  one  far- 
thmg  whether  A  B,  C  D,  or  E  F,  are  directors  of  the 
bank?  Bank  stock  of  the  United  States.  Penn^lvmnia 
stock,  Ohio  stock,  Louisiana  stock,  tnd  other  American 
stocks,  have  been  sent  to  England  as  &  rennttance,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  mercantile  transactions^  there  sold,  and 
bought  by  Engfidi  subjects.  Does  the  Senator  VUr.  Ba»- 
Tos]  witfh  to  prevent  such  useful  accommodation — such 
ordinary  commercial  operations,  (attended,  as  they  certwn- 
ly  with  great  mercantile  advantages,  J  by  representing 
as  objectionable  the  holding  of  our  stocks  by  foreigners? 
Our  own  oitixenB  contract  with  Ohio,  Pcnnq'lvania,  New 
York,  and  other  State%  to  take  large  loans:  do  they  do  so  with 
the  view  of  permanently  holding  such  stocks?  Certainly 
not;  but  for  the  purpose  of  profit,  by  selling  them  at  home, 
or  sending  them  to  Enci'land,  where  money  is  cheaper. 
AH  this  hostility  to  foreigners  holding  our  stocks  is  un- 
wise, impolitic,  mjurious  to  our  interests,  and  wholly  at 
war  with  the  views  of  gentlemen  who  aspire  to  the  cha^ 
racter  of  statesmen.  Iwillask  the  Senator  [Mr.  Bsirros] 
— nc^rir,  I^Iaak  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bcckitkk]  the  ques- 
tion, if  Bsring,  Brothers,  &  Co.  should  establish  a  bank, 
with  a  capital  of  a  million  of  dollars,  on  their  private  ac- 
count, at  St.  Louis,  whether  the  good  people  of  that  city 
would  consider  it  a  grievance;  oi-  whftherthey'would  not 
consider  it  a  great  advantage  in  thun  introducing  a  million 
of  hard  dollars  into  their  community.  At  tlie  time  the 
Senator  [Mr.  BtxTow]  was  speaking,  last  year^in  relation 
tu  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  1  was  told  by  a  gentle- 
man fnna  Missouri  that  hisSenator  [Mr.  Bsxtot]  womi>- 
taken  in  his  views  relative  to  the  bank;  for  that  the  branch 
bank  at  St.  Louis  had  ctmducted  its  operations  in  a  man- 
ner highly  beneficial  to  the  community.  As  an  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  the  remark,  the  city,  he  said,  had,  in  con- 
sequence, {greatly  increased  in  the  number  of  its  buildings 
and  public  improvements,  and  its  commerce  bad  become 
greatly  extended. 

I'he  Senator  [Mr.  Biittoii]  concludes  Aat  the  bank  !l 
insolvent,  because  it  has  not  a  sufficient  amount  of  specio 
in  tla  vaults  to  meet  all  the  notes  it  has  in  circulation,  and 
its  other  debts.  No  bank  ever  had,  or  ever  can  have,  spe- 
cie to  this  extent.  Insolvency,  in  banking  insUtutiona, 
sometimes  occurs;  but  these  cases  are  where  tiie  sound- 
ness of  the  bank  is  questioned,  and  its  ability  to  pay  be- 
comes a  matter  of  public  doubt.  In  such  an  event,  men 
holding  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  fearing  the  loss  of  their 
money,  make  a  run  on  the  bank,  which,  unable  to  meet 
such  unexpected  demands,  is  crushed.  Such  h«B  been 
the  &te  of  many  of  the  private  bankers  in  Great  Britain; 
and  if  the  Senator  [Mr.  Bsttok]  could,  by  his  speeches^ 
induce  the  creditors  of  the  bank  to  believe  that  their  pro- 
perty  was  in  danger,  a  run  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  might  be  injurious,  but  not  fatal.  I  yield  to  thi^ 
Senator  the  credit  of  having  used  his  best  exertions  against 
the  bank,  but  I  feel  assured  that  the  people  understand 
this  subject  as  well  as  we  do;  and  they  rest  fully  satiaSed 
with  the  knowledge  that  their  property  in  the  bank  is 
secure,  because  they  know  that  Uie  affairs  of  the  bank  are 
managed  with  Judgment,  with  prudence,  and  wilh  a  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  all  concerned.  Public  confidence 
sustains  a  bank,  and  not  the  amount  of  specie  contained 
in  its  vaults.-  A  person  possessing  a  note  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  does  not  ask  whether  the  bank  has  a 
certain  ainoimt  of  specie  in  its  vaults;  he  Mmply  asks,  ia 
tlus  note  ctorent  for  alt  purposes  of  money  transactions? 

I'he  Senator  [Mr.  Bkittot]  has  md  a  great  deal  tm 
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the  subject*  or  bank*  ind  bHi)dng.  He  hu  urtroduced  to 
uitbe  Scotch  buika.  How  ire  these  banks  •usUined? 
I  They  have  aever,  since  tbe  period  of  their  eatablishmcnt, 
i  been  called  upou  for  moA  tlun  ten  thousuid  pounds  iter- 
lii^.  Tbeir  securi^,  tnd'llie  public  confidence  in  them, 
■rises  from  the  correct  inanBgement  of  their  sfiain. 

There  is  a  constant  action  aiid  reaction  in  money  opera- 
tions, la  the  year  1830,  money' was  so  pkn^*  thst  the 
hi^iest  interest  in  the  money  market  wu  five  per  cent. 
Honey,  indeed,  was,  to  my  knowledf^,  offered  atfoor  per 
cent  A  change  took  place  in  1831.  Owing  to  an  excess 
of  importatioiia— tohri^Mais  being  disposed  of  in  roods 
and  canals— in  large  manufactiiring  establiahmcDts,  &c. ; 
and,  added  to  this,  the  stocks  held  by  foreigners  having 
been  paid  off  by  the  Government^  and  there  being  no 
tinmediate  meaas  of  pn^table  inveBtmeo^  exchange  rose, 
from  these  eircamstanoea,  to  an  adnmec  so  great  that  it 
became  juvfitsJile  to  remit  qieciei  and  «a  immenM  amount 
of  spcae  haa  ta  eosaequence  beea  exported.  From 
whence  was  this  speoe,  required  for  ezportatkm*  to  be 
Hined^  Prom  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  and  its 
bttnehes.  The  bank  must  pay,  and  hence  the  necessity 
to  draw  specie  from  its  serend  branches,  and  to  call  in  the 
debts  due  by  the  State  banks.  This  has  oMued  great,  but 
ONkvmdable  injury.  The  State  faanka  hare  Men  com- 
pelled, in  c(Hiaequence,  to  lessMi  tiMir  dboounta.  The 
Bank  of  theUmtedStatesandits  branches,  with  a  view  of 
ndingthe  merctunts,  hare  recently  increased  their  dia- 
eountu;  a  reaction  has  taken  place,  and  exohange  has 
Ulen  BO  low,  that  the  exportation  of  specie  is  no  longer 
profitable.  This  reaction  is  owing,  in  some  degree,  to  the 
aid  afforded  to  our  commercial  community  by  the  Bank  <^ 
the  United  States^  and  alsoto  the  large  shipments  of  cotton, 
wludi  has  tbrown  bills  on  Londoe  into  the  maritet,  and 
reduced  the  e^ihai^. 

Many  iMok,  lO.  Prendent,  and  among  the  number  is 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  Bzimur,!  that  the  bank 
derives  great  profit  from  the  circulation  of  bank  notesi  and 
tfaii,  to  a  cei^n  extent,  is  true.  The  issue  of  notes  justi- 
fies the  bank  in  the  increase  of  its  discounts.  But  if  good 
paper  for  discount  be  not  offered,  beyond  what  the  bank 
can  act  upon,  equal  to  the  amount  of  its  capital  and  de- 
pontes,  the  iastie  of  bank  BOtea  Is  of  no  use  whatever. 
Such  note*  ate .  ao  expenie  which  may  be  repud  by  the 
loBsand  deitraction  of  notes.  The  issuing  of  bank  notes 
is  the  only  means  by  i^eh  a  mn  on  the  bank  may  be 
made;  aira  if  none  were  issued,  the  dividends  would  be 
equally  good,  for  the  bank,  might  with  periect  safiety  ^ 
count  to  an  amount  as  large  as  Giey  now  do.  It  is  from 
tiie  discounts  that  profit  is  made,  and  not  from  the  issue  of 
hotes.  Tlus  &ct »  eanly  ^own.  lite  Savings  Bank  of 
Baltimore  ia  prohilrited  from  iam^ng  bank  notes.  The 
banl^  Aercfi»«t  diaeoiutiOD  depoiitet  alone,  and  divides 
dght  per  cent.*  wludi  is  more  than  uiy  other  hank  in  the 
<»ty  has  latr^  given,  and  yet  the  Savings  Bank  pajrs  a  small 
interest  on  Uie  amount  of  the  deposites.  It  is  conducted 
on  the  principle  of  tbe  Scotch  banks. 

Bank  notes  are  a  great  convenience  as  a  circulating 
medium,  and  are  extr^ely  usefiiltotiie  peqple,  but  they 
are,  in  troAh,  dangeroua  to  the  institntion  which  issues 
them.  [  am  aware  that  this  latter  idea  differs  from  the  re- 
ceived opinion  on  the  subjecti  yet  I  feel  confident  that  it 
is  substantially  correct  Bank  notes  of  any  institution, 
which  are  m  common  circulation,  may  be  readily  col- 
lected, and  to  such  an  amount,  that,  on  being  presented  to 
the  bank  for  payment  in  specie,  tiie  bank  may  not  be  able 
to  meet  the  audden  demand,  and  its  credit  will  be  thereby 
ndned.  Pubfie  eonidenee  in  any  bank,  having  been  oAce 
kst,  cannot  easily  be  regrined. 

'Hie  Senator  from  Missouri  fklr.  Bsirroif]  entertains 
great  apprehennona  from  the  influence  that  the  bank  may 
have  in  the  eiectipns.  In  fact,  he  seems  to  think  the  bank 
will  coiitrol  aiwl  gnvurp  tlie  naliou   TUcide*  Bppeita  to 

Vol.  vm.— 


me  aHogethwiaoiiaiT.  Tlw  bank  knows  its  own  inte> 
rests  better  than  to  interfere  in  any  manner  irith  tiie  eleo* 
tions.  It  well  knows  that  the  old  bank  lost  its  charter, 
partly  by  reason  of  its  interference  with  the  dectionai, 
and,  m  psrt,  by  its  refiiaal  to  hicrease  its  capitali  which  in- 
crease of  ca|»tal  to  \inety  millions  might  have  changed  the 
dimcton^  and  thus  have  corrected  tbe  evil  cemplamed  o£ 
If  1  were  disposed,  Mr.  Prcudeat,  to  commence  an  etee- 
tionecring  campaign,  I  woalddcsfav  no  better  aid  thaathe 
people  would  give  me,  vbevthey  saw  anoneycd  inelitiK 
tion  take  the  field  anunst  me.  I  q>eak  from  experience. 
The  touch  of  tbe  (rid  Bank  of  the  Ututed  States  in  Bahi> 
mwe  opposed  my  election.  Tbe  prewlent,  caiUer,  and 
directors^  tie.,  paraded  the  streets  at  Uie  hesd  of  a 
large  body  of  federalists,  paased  my  door  by  way  o(  m- 
luh,  refitted  discount  to  democrats,  and  turned  out  of 
ofiice  tbe  only  director  of  the  bank  who  was  a  democrat. 
Their  fidly  reemled  upon  themselves.  The  people  tooik 
offence  at  the  oooduot  of  the  bank  eAoera,  as  they  al- 
ways will  do  at  any  attempts,  whether  bv  the  baiA  or  any 
thing  ;elae,  which  interfere  with  the  elective  franeUae. 
The.  resnk  of  ttus  interference  waainy  election  by  a  ma- 
jori^  of  eig^t  hundred  votes.  lite  present  bank  discoun- 
tenances every  inteHerenoe  of  the  kind  Iw  ita  officemt 
and.  as  an  hiatanoe  <^  the  correctness  of  tbk  remark,  !> 
may  observe,  that  1  have  a  copy  of  a  letter,  addtesaed  by 
the  prendent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  ths 
president  of  one  of  the  brandies,  reprehendii^  such  eon- 
duct,  and  iafemung  Urn  that  the  oflcen  of  the  bank  must 
abstain  from  all  interference  in  elections,  or  retire  fr<»n 
their  offices   that  they  are  bankos  and  not  politidana. 

The  Senator  [Mr.  Burma]  ^  chaiged  that  the  Go* 
vemment  loat  ten  mUUom  efcUdlara  1^  the  public  mooey 
having  been  pemutled  to  1^  in  tbe  bank  Ibr  ila  auppor^ 
without  which  the  baidc  moat  hav«  been  ndned  in  1B17 
or  1819.  And  bow  has  thcSeoator  proved  this  great  loss  ^ 
Thus:  that  the  act  of  1817  authorized  the  purchase  ofthe 
three  per  cents,  id  rixty-five  per  cent  j  at  which  price  it 
might,  he  savs,  then  have  been  porcbased,  and  thus 
have  saved  the  difference  between  sixty-five  aad  nine^ 
six  per  cent,  (the  present  price,)  and  tbit  the  ten  nul- 
lions  in  the  bank  might  and  ought  then  to  have  been  ap- 
plied te  the  purdiase  of  the  three  per  cents.  I  am  not  at 
present  preyed  to  ^eak  from  document,  and  am  wh^ 
unprepued  Ibr  a  disouoon  en  this  point  IcanonKsw 
that  there  was  a  large  amount  of  puUie  monc^in  the  wmk 
early  in  1817,  when  the  bank  commenced  its  operattom^' 
which  amount  was  of  no  use  whatever  to  the  bank,  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  at  the  period  referred  to,  having  been- 
more  than  anfident  for  its  buaineas  at  the  commeneeroent 
of  its  operations.  The  large  amount  referred  to  made 
tite  aretage  public  deponte  tff  that  yeat  appear  very  larger 
when,  perhwpa,  the  greatest  part  was  applied,  on  the 
1st  of  July  01  that  year,  to  tiie  purchase  of  the  three  per 
cents,  and  other  stocks;  for  in  that  year  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding twen^4bur  mitEons  of  dollars  had  been  paid  for 
the  purchase  ofthe  pubGc  debt.  But  the  Senatoraud  tiut 
there  remained,  at  the  end  of  that  yea^  ten  miOions 
ddlars  ia  the  bank,  a  part  of  wUch  we  aU  know  was  ap- 
plicable to  the  ^propriations  for  the  fbordi  quarter  bf 
tliat  year,  and  the  reridue  must  have  been  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt»  on  the  1st  or  m  of  January, 
1818.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States'was,  I  aver,  under 
no  embarrasnnent  in  the  year  1817,  and  coidd-have  wanted 
no  ud  from  Government  I  must  presume,  also,  that  the  ' 
bank  did  not  receive  atw  ud,  ahhou^  involved  in  some 
^fficultyin  1819;  fbr,  if  my  recollectKHi  on  die  subject  b* 
coftvet,  there  was  little  of  the  pubKo  money  left  in  tba 
bank  duriftg  tint  year,  and  not  one-half  of  4ie  two  bA- 
lions  which  the  law  <&ected  should  be  reserved  in  tba 
treasury  to  meet  unforeseen  engagements.  So.  fer  fron 
being  able  to  protect  the  bank  in  1819,  Oovemment  was 
itself  n  MndteMd  ia  ita  taOa,  m  to  be  omOiIb  tofajlm  . 
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tUi  year,  toward*  the  principal  and  iatercst  of  the  dcbt« 
more  than  aeren  million  aeren  hundred  and  three  thou- 
amd  inne  hundred  and  tiren^*dx  d(dlan,  inatead  of  the 
ten  nnlBonB  of  dollars  which  the  law  directed  to  be  anna* 
ally  paid.  Bu^  mr,if  alltbat  baa  been  aaid  ia  true,  what 
AuhhasdielMnkccnDniitted?  None  that  I  can  aee.  l^e 
bank  anawered  erery  call  made  upon  it  by  the  commis- 
iBonen  the  unkhw  fiind,  and  ttua  waa  all  that  could 
b«  required  of  tiie  Mufc.  If  diere  baa  been  an  error 
omunittedt  Kinnit bare  been  inadebythecMniiUMoaen. 
They  did  not,  the  Senator  ai^a,  purchaae  the  three  per 
eenta.  He  {Mr.  Bairrov]  mya  that  they  only  purchaaed 
oneand  aluMniilliflna.  I  think,  nr,  that  they  purdiased 
a  larger  amount.  1  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  they 
bought  frm  all  who  would  aellt  and  not  beiw  able  to  eei 
more,  they  faithfully  applied  the  resdue  of  the  public 
mon^  to  the  M^rment  of  the  u  per  eenta.,  wtudi,  in  a 
peeoninjr  pouit  of  view,  waa  a  mcjre  adnotagcoua  pur^^ 
nhur  I  have  no  doiuit  that  tbe  cowiiarioneni  pur- 
tjiaard  all  the  three  per  eeuta.  .that  could  be  bought.  ■  No 
peraon  (unleaa  preaaed  for  money)  would  sell  hia  three 
per  cent.  stoc^.  It  waa  well  known  to  the  atockholdera, 
that  the  Govenunent  muit,  at  aome  time  or  other,  pay 
them.  The  law  which  created  thia  atock,  (the  three  per 
oenta.,)  pledged  tbehniUic  domain  for  ita  ptjinent  at  part 
and  when  the  reroiutkMiaiy  mx  p&  eenta.  were  extin- 
guiahed,  aome  <^  the  hoklera  of  tbe  three  per  eenta.  ap- 
plied by  menkorial  for  paymest'from  the  proceeda  of  the 
public  huida.  Their  petitimi  waa  not  granted,  but  they 
well  knew  that  the  honor  of  the  Gerenunent  was  pledged 
for  ita  ultimate  redemptioa.  They  relied  on  that  pledge, 
and  reAised  to  aell  their  three  per  cent,  stock.  No  cen- 
aure,  therefioc,  can  attach  to  tbe  eommiaaonera  of  the 
■nki^  fiwdt  Mid  oertainljr  noBO  to  the  bank,  ia  relation 
to  iliii  natter.  Tbe  State  ofllaiyboidlHlda  to  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  and  aztyHfiVe  thoumnd  dolhra  of  the 
three  per  eenta.  That  SUte  will  not  aeD,  and  carea  but 
little  whether  thia  stock  ia  pud  off  or  not.  Paradoxical 
aa  it  may  appear,  Uatybod  has  borrowed  money  at  five 
per  cent,  rather  than  part  with  her  Oereniment  three 
per  cents.  Tlus  view  of  tbe  aubjeet  being  founded  in  fitct, 
the  cbarge  of  the  losa  of  ten  niUona  or  doUaia  ia  utterly 
unfounded.  The  truth  is,  tiiere  ww  aaaring  to  the  pub- 
He  by  the  iMyment  of  the  debt  beatng'an  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  which  haa  been  riiown  by  the  Senator  from 
Louiaana,  [Mr.  Johsstoit.} 

Mr.  BUCKNER,  of  Misaouri,  s^d:  I  do  not  precisely 
know  what  at  this  moment  ia  the  proper  subject  of  discus- 
sion, whether  it  is  the  bank,  or  alum  aahf  but  I  suppose, 
aa  all  have  been  glaaced  at  by  others,  I  may  do  ao  tooi  byt 
my  object  in  rinng  was  more  particulariy  to  annrar  kom 
remarks  which  feU  from  my  Bonocable  coUeuue  on  the 
aubjeetof  the  bank.   Aa  m  the  book  and  alum 


aubjeetofthebank.  Aafor  the  book  and  ahimaaM,  at 
present  I  will  pass  them  over. 

Sir,  it  waa  said  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bihto*,]  that 
the  bank  waa  inaolrent,  that  she  was  -not  able  to  pay  her 
depontes,  much  leaa  is  she  able  to  pay  her  bill^  &c.  Sir, 
aoch  a  eharge  as  this,  cwung  from  a  Senator  in  his  place, 
kaeriouai  and,  if  tbe  atatoiBent  be  reBcd  on,  i»  calculated 
to  do  mocb  good  or  harm,  and  oogfat  never  to  be  made  up- 
on dic^t  authority,  or  carelessly.  Ifthe  bank  is  insolvent, 
tbe  people  ought  to  know  it,  that  they  nay  save  themselves 
from  injury  by  iti  if  not,  stub  attempts  as  this  to  dispar. 

the  current,  and  injure  the  bank  and  the  people  by 
amking  the  paper  in  their  hands,  are  unwarrantable.  Fair 
and  manly  opposition  touymeaaureis  jostiflable,  but  on 
no  account  ought  we  ever  to  go  beyond  tUa. 

ab-,  what  is  the  authority  of  that  Senator  fat  thta  re- 
naikr  Mere  hypotheaist  and,  if  in  that  he  is  as  much  mis- 
taken as  in  many  other  of  tus  statements,  there  can  be  but 
little  cause  toe  alarm.  Sir,  on  a  former  occasion,  speak- 
iiur  of  the  importation  of  alum  sal^  he  told  us  thirteen 
quffiooftitfbiwdiweiciBiparteduto  the  Uidud  States 


bj  way  of  New  (Meana.  Now,  nr,  it  %o  happens  that 
uia  is  about  tbe  iriude  amount  imported  into  the  whole  of 
the  United  Statea.  DoesH  all  come  to  New  Orieana?  And 
in  his  qMe^  last  ■ommer,  at  St  Louis,  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  bank  checks,  he  boldly  told  tbe  people  that  uxteen 
millions  of  d<dlars  of  that  eurren<7'  waa  in  circulation,  tl\ 
of  which  was  void,  and  not  payable,  &c.  And  a  few  days 
nnce,  ui  lus  plsee,  be  told  us  that  about  thirty  millioos  were 
in  drculati<Hi,  m  if  axteen  milGona  could  not  ahm  tlie 
people,  thirty  should.  And,  «r,  what  docs  the  report  on 
OUT  tables  prove?  IVhy,  sir,  lh^  a  little  more  than  fire 
millions  of  dollars  arc  in  circulation  of  that  paper.  Now, 
I  repeat,  if  be  is  aa  much  nuatakenin  Ma  suppo«tion  about 
the  solvency  of  the  bank,  as  he  is  generally  m  other  thing*, 
when  he  says  die  is  insolvent,  the  certainty  b  that  she  must 
be  in  a  vciy  flourishing  condition,  and  perfectly  solvent. 

He  told  us,  in  (me  «  bis  several  speeches  on  this  sub- 
ject, that        Wcat  waa  injmed  by  the  bank— 'fliat  it 
drained  tbe  country  of  sped»-that  hit  June  $300,000 
had  been  taken  from  St  Loida  by  the  mother  bank.  Now 
he  teUs  us  not  a  dollar  waa  ever  put  in  that  bank,  thereby 
innnuating  that  said  bank  cannot  pay  her  debts,  and  that 
her  notes  are  not  valuable.    Which  of  these  inconvstent 
statements  are  we  to  take?   The  gentleman  has  certainly 
become  confined;arith  much  thoupit  on  this  irritating  sub- 
ject   Sir,  there  arc  some  subjects  upon  which  some  peo- 
ple are  more  senntive  than  ouiers.    If  the  Senator  is  so 
much  mistaken  in  plain  matters  of  fact  and  law  on  thia 
question,  is  it  not  fur  to  suppose  him  as  much  so  in  all 
bis  thewy  and  prophecy  on  tbe  same  subject  ?  Does  it  not 
show  that  his  view  of  the  whole  subject  cannot  be  greatly 
relied  on  ?    Sir,  in  truth,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  his 
whole  view  of  thia  subject  is  a  Duseakulation,  and,  to  me, 
is  a  bundle  of  eonfiuBon  and  error.   laUa  speech  last  see- 
don  on  this  floor,  he  aaid  tbe  Umon,  like  Erance,  should 
cfKne  to  a  bard  money,  currency,  but  that  he  wfwld  vote  for 
the  substitute  fortius  bank,  as  recommended  by  the  Pred- 
dent.    Is  there  any  dmiUtade  between  hard  money  and 
that  substitute  ?   He  now  tells  ua  the  States  ought  to  have 
this  subject — tiiey  should  have  banks,  sir,  and  thus  comes 
out  the  secret  at  last;  he  wants  State  banks.    Sir,  I  had 
thought  that  gentleman  bad  enough  <tf  State  banks— «t 
least  I  am  sure  our  State  (Miaaouri)  baa  entirdT  enough 
of  tiiat.   Experience,  it  ia  said,  ■  the  mother  a  wisdoBf 
and  win  that  gentleman  proftt  nothing  by  eq>ericnce! 
He  compluns  that  this  bank  broke  down  tiie  State  bank% 
and  thus  oppreasea  tite  States.  Notso  ia  the  fact,  aa  I  un* 
dentand  things;  the  bad  management  of  those  rotten  esta* 
blidinients  broke  themselves  down.    What  broke  the 
State  banks  of  Miaaouri,  the  St.  Louis  bank,  and  tfie  bank 
of  Missouri?  That  Senator  ia  better  informed  on  that  ai4^ 
jectthan  D^self,  and,  if  be  choosey  can  tell  a  tale  to  thia 
Senate  that  will  aatiafy  them  on  that  subject   If  the  State 
banks  are  injured  by  thia  bank,  tell  me,  dr,  why  is  it  that 
most  of  the  Bolvent  State  banks  are  petitioning  this  body 
for  a  renewal  of  the  charter?   And  why  ia  it  that  tboee 
rotten  estabtishmenta,  and  the  friends  of  them,  and  such 
as  perhaps  best  know  the  operations  of  them,  are  now 
found  opposed  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  Umted  Stetee?  Sir* 
will  he  comedown  plunly  and  teU  ua  wbathe  wants'  One 
moment  he  is  fur  a  hard  money  currency,  the  next,  ia  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  the  substitute  recommended  by  the  Pre- 
sident; then  he  urges  the  claim  of  the  States  to  bare 
banks;  yet  he  is  against  all  banks;  sa^s  they  are  dangerous 
to  liberty,  create  lords,  and  austam  noble  foreignem. 
Sir,  could  not,  and  would  not  those  verv  foreigners  have 
a  ri^  to  put  their  funds  in  State  banlca?  and  would  not 
many  of  toom  put  tbnr. funds  in  tbe  Steto  banks  of  New 
York  If  the  ITntted  Stetes*  Bank  is  not  KchartAred?  In 
there,  dr,  any  coincidence  and  fitaess  in  this  view  of  his 
plan,  which  ougitt  to  recommend  liiscourae  lotlie  people? 
On  the  contnry,  is  there  not  perfect  dia^bnilttude  and  ~ 
fusion  in  hjiwliolonewofthiai^igact? 
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In  one  speech  he  tcUsusitis  dangeitxis  tq  huve  agreftt 
moneyed  monopoly  in  the  country j  that  it  wUl  influence 
dectioni,  and  vt^  the  freedom  of  the  people;  and  in  ano- 
ther he  tells  us,  the  bank  is  inadrent.  Sir,  hov  can  an 
insolvent  bank  be  a  moneyed  monopoly,  control  the  elec- 
tiont,  and  sap  the  freedom  ofthe  people?  And,  if  it  is  a 
moneyed  monopoly,  H  cannot  be  insolvent.  Bave  not  the 
Senator's  remarks  thb  incongruity?  Will  the  people  not 
ace  this  matter  in  its  trtic  light?  Can  they  be  humbugged 
—can  any  one  think  so  lightly  of  the  people  as  to  believe 
them  capable  of  swallowing  sucli  a  conplication  of  jargtm? 
Sir,  any  man  who  beUeves  the  American  people  can  be 
indticeaby  the  influence  the  bank,  or  any  other  means, 
to  betray  tlieir  Ilber^,  makes  a  bad  calculation  on  the  dis- 
position and  noble  nature  of  his  countrymen.  Tell  me, 
sir,  where  an  election  bas  been  carried  by  the  influence  of 
the  bank{  where  the  American  people' have  sacrificed 
their  freedom  and  indepMidenee  from  a  love  of  gold  or 
•errillty  to  wealth.  Will  a  man,  representing  a  Weatem 
State,  say  It  happened  in  his  State'  If  it  is  intended  to 
apply  that  insinuation  to  Missouri,  I  repel  it,  sir,  with  that 
indigitation  I  know  the  noble  nature  or  my  fellow-citizens 
would  do  were  they  personally  present.  Who,  In  Btlssouri, 
can  be  found  that  wdl  admit  that  he  voted  to  please  the 
bank,  or  that  evcrwill  doso? 

Permit  me,  Mr.  President,  here  to  take  a  slunt  new  of 
the  honorable  Senator's  hard  money  notions,  and  bit  State 
bank  ^stem.  First,  of  the  bard  money  plim.  Will  it  not 
be  seen  by  the  most  humble-minded  man  in  the  nation,  who 
has  any  knowledge  of  the  policy  of  this  people,  that  such  a 
scheme  will  not  do,  either  as  it  relates  to  the  general  inte- 
rest ofthe  nation,  and  e^ecially  the  Western  and  South- 
western interest?  I  mean  the  new  States  in  the  latter  re- 
mark. What  would  be 'the  condition  of  this  republic 
without  commerce  ?  It  is  commerce  that  enables  the  agri- 
culturist to  convert  his  produce  into  money,  and  it  into 
real  estate.  What  would  be  the  condition  of  the  fiirmer, 
if,  af^r  he  tutd  labored  and  amassed  a  large  quantity  of 
produce,  he  had  uo  market  for  it?  Sir,  !t  would  rot  on 
his  bands,  and  his  incentive  to  industry,  improvement,  and 
enterprise  of  every  sort  would  be  lust;  ana  idleness,  neg- 
lect of  his  farm,  and  degeneracy  of  eveiy  kind  would 
follow  throughout  the  whole  of  this  dow  proqierous  and 
happy  land;  and  no  part  would  feci  this  calannty  more 
deeply  than  the  West,  and,  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  the 
State  I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  represent,  (Missouri,) 
and  whose  rights  uvX  interests  1  here  defend,  and  ever 
will  defend,  wtulst  honored  with  her  confidence;  and 
when  that  sliall  he  lost,  I  will  retire,  and  sorrow  over  the 
nus^ided  and  ruinous  policy  of  my  country.  .  Sir,  the 
whole  of  thisjpUn  of  opposition  to  the  bank  will,  if  adopted, 
injure  matenally  the  State  of  Missouri-'it  will  retard  emi- 

f ration;  it  will  ruin  her  conunerce,  her  trade  of  alt  kinds; 
ut  more  especially  the  fur  trade,  and  the  mineral  trade,  the 
sources  of  so  much  prosperi^  to  us.  How,  if  this  bank  is 
stopped,  will  the  Eastern  capitalists  transmit  specie  across 
the  mountains  to  be  used  in  this  trade?  Sir,  a  najd  money 
currency  will  not  suit  this  trade.  And  will  the  people  of 
that  State  be  willing  to  sacrifice  a  trade  that  vielda  them 
so  much  profit  now?  Though  the  bank  capitalists  In  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  Tork,  and  ^otlier  cities,  can  trana- 
tmt,  and  do  transmit,  large  sums  to  be  applied  in  that  trade, 
to  tlic  great  profit  of  the  countrj-,  are  the  people  willing 
to  sec  tlieir  lead  mines  and  iron  mines,  for  whicn  now  they 
find  a  market  for  their  produce,  and  where  they  can  be 
employed  as  laborers,  or  hire  their  slaves  for  a  fiiir  price 
in  cash? — asc  they  wUling  now  to  see  this  trade  lost,  and 
lose  all  the  benefits  we  now  eqjoy  from  it?  But  the  Sena- 
tor speaks  of  State  banks.  Sir,  I  will  turn  now  to  that 
proposition;  ixperience  will  teach  us  something  in  this 
matter.  We  once  had  State  banks  in  the  Western  coun- 
try'; and  who  tliat  recollects  that  period  of  our  affairs,  that 
visiles  it  ngain?  How  many  liuiieit  men  were  iwindled 


out  of  tbeir  ptfupaty  by  t&oae  inabtutuHU?  How  great 
wastba  diflci«nce  in  ttie  value  ofthe  paper  <^  those  State 
banks?  How  often  did  the  l»eople  of  Miawuii,  who  mov- 
ed from  tiie  Southern  and  Midme  States,  and  especiaUv 
Kentucky  and  the  two  Cartdinaa,  have  to  sell  the  bank 
paper  they  brought  inth  them  at  a  large  discount?  Will 
not  these  tilings  happen  sgsin  by  the  establishment  of 
State  banks?  Great  inequaB^  in  the  value  of  their  paper 
will  prevail;  and  as  all  Southern  money  must  always  be 
lowest  in  Missouri,  every  one  who  emigrate*  bim  the  South 
willbectHnpelledtopaiahiB  pi^er  at  a  ^aeount  for  evenr 
thing  iat  buys  afler  he  comea  to  Misaotui.  Will  not  thu 
be  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  enugnticu  to  our  State? 
Eastern  funds  will  always  be  highest  in  our  market,  be- 
cause our  merchants  wiU  want  it  to  take  to  the  £asL  Bu^ 
sir,  above  all,  there  is  another  strong  reasin  why  we  ought 
not  to  have  State  banks*  and  that  is,  that  h^  so  dtung  yoa 
throw  the  whole  ctHumerce  o(  this  nation  mto  the  power 
and  control  of  a  nngle  ci^,  (New  York*)  to  the  iqjuiy  ot 
every  other  in  the  nation.  What  dtywm  be  able  to  cope 
with  New  York  or  Albany  >  Sir,  tha  bank  hu  equiliiecU 
as  near  as  can  be,  the  whole  currency  of  the  country;  it  it 
a  sound  and  valuable  currency,  receivable  every  where, 
even  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  at  par.  And 
why  shall  we  speculate  on  imu^nary  eyil^  or  be  frioiiten- 
ed  at  the  many  hobgoblias  and  hniible  pictures  of  anti- 
repubhcaiusm  which  too  much  ingenui^  can  invent?  Haa 
anyof  tibe  many  imagined  iiyuriesyetbappened?  Why, 
then,  when  the  country  ii  pnmeringi  asd  tne  people  con- 
tent, shall  we  alarm  mem  wiuimaginaiy  enl,  that  may, 
yes,  ur,  that  never  will  happen  ?  Are  the  people  of  the  West 
prepaid  to  see  steamboat  navigation  through  their  coua< 
tries  destroyed,  which  to  them  la  a  aouroe  of  wealth  and 
convenience?  Without  fonda  no  branch  of  burineaa  can 
flourish.  Yet,  ur,  there  is  another  reason  why  tins  bank 
ought  not  now  to  be  tftopped,  aaftr  u  Weatem  interest! 
are  consulted,  which  is  this,  that  now  it  afibrda  us  tho 
meana  with*  which  to  improve  our  condition;  the  p>eopIa 
are  greatly  supplied  by  the  bank,  and  a  great  sum  is  duo 
to  the  bank.  Now,  sir,  if,  instead, of  being  supphedwlth 
twenty  millions  of  dolkrs,  we  have  this  suddenly  with- 
drawn, ao(U  bettde^  are  called  on  to  pay  this  amount  to 
the  bank,  which  we  owe  her,  how  great  wiU  be  the  re- 
verse of  our  condition  dien  (ram  the  present?  Whatwill 
the  people  say,  sir,  dieo?  Iceman  who  now  heSevesthiri 
oppoution  to  be  the  high  road  to  fiune  and  populari^, 
will  find  it  to  be  a  o^Urtone  that  will  grind  him  to  powder. 
The  people  will  ask,  who  has  done  the  mischief?  Sir,  how 
can  the  bank  exercise  an  influence  over  the  perale? 
Such'athing.isimpossble.'  The  strength  of  therepuhlic, 
and  the  purity  ot  its  ptinciplei^  abide  with  the  farmen^ 
with  the  agriculturists.  And,  sir,  what  bave  we  to  do 
with  your  bank?  If  all  the  fiirmera  would  follow  my  ex> 
ample,  (and  I  presume  many  do,)  the  bank  would  never 
luive  an  influence  over  them.  I  never  borrowed  a  dollar 
out  of  any  bank  in  all  my  life;  I  have  no  stock  in  one;  and 
^et,  sir,  I  am  benefited  by  this  bank;  and  so  are  we  all 
m  the  Western  country.  No  &nner  who  knows  how  to 
manage  hia  own  affairs  will  ever  go  to  the  bank  to  bor- 
i-ow  money;  but,  sir,  it  it  the  trader  vbo  roes  there;  he 
gets  the  money  on  his  responsibility,  and  De  gives  it  to 
Uie  farmer  and  to  the  laborer  for  their  labor  and  pro- 
duce. Thus  we  get  the  money  for  our  produce,  and  at 
a  fair  price,  too,  whilst  another  stands  between  iu  and  the 
bank.  How,  tlien,  can  that  bank  influence  the  &rmer, 
who  owes  it  nothing?  But,  nr,  if  the  trader  had  not  iba 
money  to  give,  he  could  not  purchase  the  produce  of  the 
farmer;  and,  by  deatroving  the  bank,  you  take  the  means 
from  the  trader,  and  lessen,  of  course,  the  value  of  the 
produce  of  the  farmer.  I'Us  is  aa  clear  as  that  two  and 
two  make  four,  and  the  farmer  underbtanda  it  too.  In 
speaking  the  other  day,  the  Senator  sud,  in  i<efl:rence  to 
these  batik  checks^  that  th^  had  hce«  Mht  among  di« 
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jfnorfttit    They  had  been. sent  to  the  Weatt  the  Old  Do- 
minion, the  seat  or  intelligence,  where  riiarp  lawyers 
were  aupposed  to  resde,  had  been  spared  this  issue.  Sir, 
I  ^e  no  exception  to  the  compUment  pud  to  the  good 
Old  DoBunion.   I  love  her  with  as  much  reverence  as 
does  that  gentleman.  But,  sir,  o»tl^  remti-khe  has  com- 
mitted two  great  errors.    Tint.  He  will  find,  after  a  little 
reflection,  tnat  a  p«at  quantity  of"  this  currency  has  been 
sent  to  the  Old  Dominion;  and,  sir,  unless  the  sending 
him  and  myself  here  to  represent  a  Western  State  is  taken 
as  s  specimen  of  irnomnce,  I  cannot  think  as  much  igno- 
rance prevails  in  the  West  as  he  contemplates.  There  are 
tome  sharp  lawyerii  too,  in  Missouri,  who  are  not  Sena- 
tors though.    Te^  nr,  there  is  olie  from  whom  it  would 
be  no  (Usuragement  to  die  honorable  Senator  himself  to 
say,  I  had  hoped,  by  the  able  argument  that  gentleman  set 
before  the  countnr  on  tiiis  very  subject,  the  Senator  him' 
self  might  have  learned  much.   I  allude  to  the  speech 
of  H.  S.  Geyer  on  the  bank  checks,  in  reply  to  a  legal 
opinion  given  to  the  people  of  Missouri  by  my  colleague 
last  fall  at  St.  Lot^    I  invite  public  attention  to  this  «^ 
rument  of  Mr.  Geyer,  and  aver  it  to  be  a  perfect  refuta- 
tion of  aU  the  honorable  8eAator*s  views  on  tbat  subject. 
Sir,  the  hononble  Senator  has  decried'  these  checks  and 
the  hank.    I  propose  to  take  a  httle  notice  of  his  argu- 
ment on  that  branch  of  the  subject;  and,  first,  I  will  here 
remark,  that  I  did  hope^  after  the  resolution  which  that 
Senator  offered  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
had  been  di^Mised      Aat  the  coonderation  of  tiiis  ques- 
tion would  not  again  be  pressed,  and  that  we  should  have 
been  spared  the  l^hor  of  investigating  the  legality  of  the 
currency,  so  much  complained  or  by  my  honorable 
'IKend.    But,  nr,  it  seems  in  that  I  was  nuslaken;  and, 
from  the  manner  and  A^quency  with  which  be  presses  the 
subject,  I  feel  called  on  to  justi^  the  reason  of  my  oppo- 
ution  to  his  course,  and  at  on«e  to  meet  the  question. 

Sir,  it  b  always  a  source  of  regret  to  me  when  com- 
pelled to  d^er  with  my  frientb,  uid  eniecitlly  <»ie  with 
whom  I  am  usociated  in  the  Aeoharge  «  a  high  political 
trust.  But,  «r,  psinftil  as  mnj  be  tiie  task,  when  my 
'judgment  points  out  the  way,  I  shall  freely  follow  its  dic- 
tates; and  if  1  ful,  yet  will  I  find  solace  and  comfort  in 
the  conscious  rectitude  of  my  course,  and  a  heart  mngly 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  my  country.  I  have  no  bank 
stock;  I  never  borrow  from  the  banVi  in  short,  I  am  no- 
Vise  i^ftereflted  or  connected  with  the  institution;  nor 
wu  T  ever,  at  any  time  of  reef  whole  Bfe,  vrith  any  bank. 
I  have  an  interen  only  in  common  with  s^  my  fellow-citi- 
zens in  the  many  great  adntntages  and  blesnngs  which 
the  genial  Influence  of  this  institution  has  spread  abroad 
throu^out  the  land.  In  the  discusnon  of  this  subject, 
I  am  mfluenced  by  no  other  fceling:  than  a  sense  of  duty 
to  my  countrjr,  and  that  dttt]r  I  ihaU  attempt  fiilly  to  dia. 
chaive. 

I  hold  that  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted  States  h  essential 
to  die  wellbeing  of  the  people  of  the  Uidted  States,  and 
]M>fr«nunently  so  to  those  in  the  Western  States,  and  in  an 

'  especial  manner  to  the  people  ctf  Missouri)  and  that  who- 
soever opposes  this  institution,  opposes  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  that  State. 

Sir,  my  honorable  colleague  and  myself  have  the  same 
object  in  view — the  promotion  of  our  common  country's 
fOoA.  But  we  differ  materially  as  to  the  mode  of  eflect- 
mg  tiiat  great,  that  noble  object.  \  have  no  doubt  tbat  we 

'  are  aUke  impelled  by  the  same  noble  Unpulse  of  patriot- 
ism, and  shall,  therefore,  treat  tbts  matter  as  an  honest 
difference  of  poUtioal  opinion)  but,  nr.  as,  from  the  oppo- 
Bte  position  we  occupy,  we  cannot  both  be  right,  and 
M  I  most  conscientiouBly  bcUeve  I  am  Hght,  and  that  be 
is  wrong,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  freely  and  fearlessly  to 

GESS  nqr  views,    llicn,  sr,  let  us  examine  the  subject) 
us  reason  together,  and  prove  tilie  truth.    He  assumes 
the  ground  that  tlw  bank  b  a  devourinf  nianiteri  a 


scourge  and  curse  to  the  country.  I  hold  a  different  doc- 
trine. -  He  assumes  the  ground  that  the  checks  drawn  by 
the  president  of  the  branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  the  cashier  of  the  parent  bank  are  illegal  and 
void,  and  that  no  one  b  bound  to  pay  them,  unless  the 
drawer  and  endorser  is,  and  they  only,  sAer  presentation 
at  Philadelphia,  and  returned  with  notice  of  protest  fbr 
non-ifccceptance  and  non-payment.  I  hold  the  contrary  to 
be  the  truth  of  thin^^.  Now  how  does  all  thb  matter 
stand.    Let  us  examine — 

1st.  The  nature  of  these  cheeks. 
2d.  The  right  the  hank  hoa  to  issue  them. 
3d.  Tlie  good  or  ill  effects  of  the  bank  on  the  country. 
Much  pains  has  been  taken  by  the  gentleman  to  name 
this  paper  security,  and  to  ascertun  the  place  of  pay- 
ment) but  he  has  not  been  able  to  satisfy  himself  on  ehfaer 
point,  but  concludes  it  is  to  be  treated  under  the  law  as 
bills  of  exchange,  and  that  these  checks  may  be  sued  on 
at  Philadelphia. 

As  names  are  arbitrary*  and  immaterial,  to  gratify  the 
gentleman,  I  will,  for  tbc  sake  of  argument,  call  tiiem 
bills  of  exchange  at  the  present;  and,  as  they  may  be  sued 
on  at  Philadelphia,  it  may  be  &irly  assumed  that  they  are 
payable  there,  or  at  any  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  payment  by  the  branch  is  payment  by  the 
principal  bank.  It  cannot  be  a  matter  of  any  interest  to 
the  hplder  of  the  check  how  the  bank  settles  her  own 
affairs;  if  the  individual  presenting  the  check  gets  the 
money  on  it,  he  ought  to  be  satisfiedt  yes,  ur,  and  he  will 
be  satisfied. 

It  is  altogether  immaterial  to  the  inqnirv  into  the  vaij- 
dity  and  negotiability  of  these  checks,  wnether  tiiey  are 
caUed  bills  of  exchange,  checks,  orders,  or  drafts.  It  is 
sll  the  some  tn  substancei  and  that  the  people  understand 
better,  and  regard  more,  tiian  any  pande  about  empty, 
unmeaning  form. 

Now,  nr,  let  us  look  at  the  substance  of  this  question, 
and  see  what  it  is.  And,  meeting  the  gentleman  on  hia 
own  ground,  on  the  hrpothesb  that  they  are  Wlls  of  ex- 
change, or  subject  to  tne  law  which  acts  on  bills  of  ex- 
change, will  he  then  show  how  they  are  illc^l  and  void? 
He  has  not  yet  been  able  to  do  so.  What  is  a  bill  of  ex- 
change? It  isdcBned  to  be  an  open  letter  of  request  from 
one  person  to  another,  to  pay  a  third  person  a  sum  of 
money  therein  mentioned,  generally  payable  to  order, 
but  may  be  made  payable  to  bearer.  A  draft  or  order  i% 
in  substance  and  effect,  the  same  thing.  A  check  n  an 
order  or  draft  on  a  bank,  in  form  much  the  same  as  a  hill 
of  exdiange,  and  may  be  sued  on  as  such-  In  England, 
the  essential  ^ffercncc  between  a  bill  of  exchange  and  a 
check  is  created  by  the  statute  imposing  |a  stamp  du^ 
on  the  former.  In  this  country,  their  form  ami  effect  is 
ascertained  hy  the  common  law.  Orders,  checks,  drafts, 
and  bills  of  exchange,  are  all  of  them  requests  to  pay  mo* 
ncyt  all  substanti^ly  in  effect  the  same.  All  import  a 
conuderation,  and  equally  negotiable,  and  have  the  same 
legal  privileges.  Tlie  Senator  himself,  whenever  his 
argument  toudie*  theae  checks,  treats  them  as  bills  of  ex- 
change, yet  says  they  are  not  such)  that  they  are  void  and 
illegal.  How  strangely  inconsstent  are  his  assumptions. 
If,  m  all  respects,  tlie  law,  in  relatiwito  bills  of  exchangr, 
is  to  govern  these  checks;  and  if,  in  phraseology  and  sub- 
stance, thevsrc  tiie  same,  why  strive  to  prove  that  they 
are  not  bills  of  exchange,  are  unanttiorized  by  the  char- 
ter, and  arc  void?  If,  m  truth,  they  are  just  such  diecks 
as  all  banks  acknowledge  proper  to  be  drawn  on  them, 
either  by  their  own  nfiicers  or  any  private  person,  andtlie 
bank  is  m  the  daily  habit  of  paying  them,  where  is  the 
novelty  of  this  currency,  wh*cn  the  Senator  ihlnlts  lie  has 
disoovered?  Where  the  prnpricty  of  all  tliis  alarm  «liich 
be  would  spread  for  and  wide  over  the  whole  rotnitry, 
ftoia  a  supposed  discovery  of  a  supposed  violation  of  hiu-, 
on  the  part  of  tlK  ufRcers  of  the  bank,  with  intent  to 
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nrindle  the  people  hy  circulating  what  the)-  know  not  to 
be  binding  on  the  bank?  Being  mtisfted  that  the  lav  re- 
garding bills  of  exchange  governs  this  anonymous  cur- 
rency, M  he  has  been  pleased  to  call  it,  he  applies  vhat 
hecatb  tests  of  transfer  and  negotiability;  and,  sir^  I  con- 
km  they  are  such  aa  I  ncTcr  understood,  and  such,  1 
presame  to  say,  he  will  not  find  in  any  approved  legal 
authority  of  the  present  agt.  He  innsts  that  the  dnms 
being  payable  to  order,  they  cannot  be  transferable,  but 
by  special  endorsement  to  order,  and  that  every  subse- 
oaent  transfer  niuBt  be  by  like  endorsement.  2d.  He  fur- 
tner  contends  that  tliey  are  payable  to  »  fictitious  payee, 
andtherefbre  must  be  specially  endorsed  to  order. 

Mr.  President,  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  snr- 
prise  that,  in  this  body,  a  Senator,  professinga  knovledge 
of  the  lav  of  the  land,  should  undertake  to  enlighten  this 
body,  snd  the  nation,  on  a  question  so  important  to  her 
interest,  with  no  better  recollection  of  llie  principles  ap- 
plicable  to  the  subject,  and  that,  too,  in  open  and  avowed 
opposition  to  a  decinon  made  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
9npnjne  Court  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  who  has  dis< 
played  the  g^atest  legal  knowledge  on  the  siibject  of 
Aese  taders,  the  judge  who  sustained  them,  or  the  hon- 
orable Senator  who  opposes  tliem?  This  question  let 
the  nation  answer.  Had  the  honorable  Senator  consulted 
a])proTed  treatises  on  bills  of  exchange,  checks,  and  pro- 
missDry  notea^  he  would  have  found  that  most  of  liis  doc- 
liines  on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  bills  are  at  war 
with  established  legal  principles.  These  principles  are 
faiuliar  to  most  who  hear  roe,  and  the  experience  of  many 
present  will  attest  the  correctness  of  wh^t  1  state  to  be 
the  well-settled  law  of  the  land.  A  note,  or  bill,  payable 
to  order,  may  be  endorsed  to  bearer,  and  thereby  becomes 
negotiable  by  delivery,  without  the  necessity  of  any  fur- 
ther endorsement  by  subsequent  holders,  the  same  as  If 
it  had  been  made  payable  to  beareri  nor '  would  the  fitct 
that  the  name  of  payee  is  fictitious,  (if  such  was  true,)  re- 
quire a  apecisl  endorsement.  On  the  contrary,  such  a  bill 
requires  no  endorsement  at  all,  but  ts,  in  eflcct,  payable 
to  bearer,  and  may  be  declared  on  as  such  aguinst  all  par- 
ties having  such  notice  of  fiction.  But  as  the  clerks  of 
the  bank,  who  are  tbe  payees  attd  endorsers  of  these 
drafts  or  orders,  are  not  nctitiou^  there  can  be  no  diffi- 
cult on  this  point. 

It  is  admitted  that  theie  orders,  or  checks^  are  issued 
under  the  atithoritv  of  a  resolation  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Banker  the  United  States,  to  whom  is  commit- 
ted the  management  of  the  affairs  of  that  institution.  It 
■will  not  be  clenied,  I  presume,  that  the  presidents  apd 
cashiers  of  the  branches,  by  whom  they  are  signed  and 
countersigned,  the  payees  and  endorsers,  and  the  cashier 
on  whom  ihcy  are  drawn,  are,  all  of  them,  the  legally 
constituted  a|wnts  and  officers  of  the  corporation.  Nor 
is  it  contended  that  the  bank  cannot  draw,  endorse,  and 
accept  a  bill  of  exchange,  or  draft,  within  the  scope  of 
their  authority,  and  in  their  official  character,  for  which 
they  are  not  individually  liable.  Wherefore,  then,  all  this 
onerous  ceremony  of  presentation,  protest,  and  notice — 
of  non-acceptance  and  non-payment,  as  described  by  the 
Senator,  if,  after  all,  those  persons  are  not  individually 
liable  for  their  official  acts?  Hat  although  they  are  not 
intUvidudly  liable  for  their  offidal  acts,  the  bank  ist  be- 
cause it  is  the  act  of  the  bank,  being  done  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  bank.  For  an  autborlw  to  an  agent  to  draw 
a  bill  on  his  principal  in  the  act  of  the  principal,  and  is, 
of  itself,  an  acceptance,  at  the  instant  of  creating  the 
draft;  ami  aa  the  acceptance  is  in-evotfable,  without  the 
consent  of  the  holder,  it  follows  that  an  accepted'  bill, 
draft,  check,  or  order,  is  as  obllgatoiy  as  a  promissory 
note,  and,  at  common  law,  has  nieher  privileges)  far 
promissory  notes  were  not  negotialHe,  and  did  not  im- 
port a  connderation,  until  they  Were  placed  on  a  footing 
irith  bUb  erf*  excfau^  by  statute.    These  UHi  being 


drawn  by  one  authorized  agent  or  another  of  the  bank, 
are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  bills  drawn  by  the  corpo- 
ration on  itself,  in  which  they  are  drawer,  endorser,  and 
accepter,  and  are  therefiare  as  much  bound  to  pay  them 
as  they  are  any  promissory  note  or  bank  bill  they  ever 
issued— aa  much  as  would  be  ah  individual  who  would 
:lraw  a  bill  on  himself,  and  endorse  it  to  bearer.  Thus  made 
negotiable,  in  such  a  case,  would  it  not  be  superla- 
tively ridjculous  to  require  die  holder  to  make  presenta- 
tion to  the  drawtr,  and,  if  not  accepted  or  paid,  protest 
tbe  bill  for  non-payment  or  non-acceptance,  and  notify  the 
party  that  he  £d  not  accept  or  pay  his  own  note?  The 
maker  of  a  note  payable  to  the  order  of  another,  is  bound 
to  pay  it  to  the  endorser  or  holder,  because,  by  making 
the  note,  it  is  an  admission  that  he  has  effects  of  the 
payee  in  his  hands,  and  authorizes  him  to  draw  his  order 
on  the  note  for  the  amount;  and  the  endorsement  by  tlie 
payee  is  no  more  than  such  order. 

This  instrument,  which  befbre  could  not  be  assigned, 
or  sued  on,  is  placed,  after  endorsement,  upon  ihe  foot- 
ingof  a  bill  of  exchange.  The  endorser  of  a  note  is  view- 
ed astiie  drawer  of  a  hill,  of  which  the  drawer  of  the  note 
is  accepter,  by  virtue  of  his  previous  promise  to  pay  the 
amount  when  the  order  shall  be  made.  The  resolution  of 
the  board  of  dirfectors,  authorizing  the  emission  of  the  bills 
in  question,  amounts,  in  law,  to  a  promise  to  pay  all  such 
bills  as  flieir  agents,  the  presidents  of  the  branches,  shall 
draw  on  their  agent,  the  cashier  of  the  parent  bank;  and 
titeir  obligation  to  pay  them  is  the  same  as  if  tliey  had  made 
and  issued  promissory  notes,  payable  to  tlie  order  of  the 
presidents  of  the  branches.  A  promissory  note  is  spe- 
cial authority  to  the  payee  to  avow  for  the  amount  speci- 
fied. The  resolution  before  alluded  to  is  a  general  au- 
thority to  draw  a  number  of  bills.  Tiiis  is  all  the  differ- 
ence m  fcct,  and  the  legal  effect  b  the  same  in  both  cases. 

But  it  is  Bidd  there  u  no  promise,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
bank,  to  pay  these  bills:  nor  was  there  ever  a  bill,  draft, 
or  order,  in  which  any  of  the  parties  made  an  express 

EromlsCjto  psyt  and  this  the  honorable  Senator  certainly 
nows;  and  this  objection  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to 
mislead  the  credulous  and  iminformed,  and  to  do  great 
mischief  throughout  tlie  cotintry — not,  sir,  to  the  bank, 
but  to  the  holders  of  this  paper,  who  have  honestly  earned 
it:  and  this  I  proclaim  to  my  constituenis,  and  admonish 
them  to  beware  of  the  consequences  of  this  absurdity. 
Sir,  the  true  doctrine  is  this:  the  drawer  requires  the 
drawee  to  pay  to  the  payee,  or  order,  a  sum  of  money;  the 

Eayee  directs  it  to  be  paid  to  some  other  person,  or  to 
earer  generally,  and  the  accepter  writes  on  the  instru- 
ment, "accepted."  Now,  In  all  this  proceeding,  there 
is  not  a  word  about  promise.  The  law,  though  regarding 
the  substance  and  BOt  the  form  of  things,  declares  tliat  all 
those  persons  have  made  a  promise,  and  shall  be  compel- 
led to  perform  it.  Another  objci^tion  is,  that  these  biUi 
b«og  once  taken  up,  or  paid,  cannot  afterwards  be  re- 
issued so  as  to  bind  tlie  bank.  Very  well:  and  is  not  this 
liiw  alike  applicable  to  the  promissory  notes  with  which 
tbe  Senator  seems  so  in  love'  It  is  true,  sir,  tliat  when  a 
bill  or  note  is  paid  off,  it  cannot  afterwards  be  negotiated 
so  as  to  bind  any  of  the  parties  to  it  who  do  not  assent  to 
tlie  reissue)  but  H  ii  equally  true  that  all  concerned  in 
putting  such  lull  it)  circulation  are  bound  by  it  The 
principles  of  law  are  equally  applicable  to  notes  as  to  bilk 
of  exchange,  here;  but,  in  England,  there  arc  exceptions 
in  favor  or  promissory  notes,  by  statute,  which  regulate 
what  notes  snail  be  reissuable;  so  that  if  the  argument  is 
good  against  these  bills,  it  is  equally  f-ital  to  the  reissue 
of  the  Senator's  much  preferred  promissory  notes.  Bu^ 
sir,  all  these  obstacles  only  exist  in  the  ovcrstrwned  imari- 
nation  of  my  honorable  mend.  The  supposed  obstaclei 
to  a  reissue  of  bills  and  notes  never  have  e»sted,  to  mj 
knowledge  in  reference  to  hank  bills.  Butif  vre  were 
I  to  apply  to  tbe  Ullt  uttder  conridention  alt  the  rules  ap- 
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plicable  to  bills  of  exduiiRe^  with  the  moat  consummate 
strictness,  still  they  would  be  reissu^te.  The  corpora- 
tion, as  baa  been  shorn,  ia  the  only  party  to  them  in  their 
creation,  and  alone  u  concerned  in  their  reissue,  and, 
upon  prindple  referred  to,  is  as  much  bound  to  pay 
them,  as  upon  their  first  emiauon.  The  bMik,  in  con- 
templation of  law,  has  promised  to  pay  those  hlU^  both 
as  orawer  and  accepter,  and  has  put  them  into  circula- 
tion, and  is  bound  to  pay  them  upon  eveiy  principle  of 
law,  unless  there  exists  a  prohibition  in  the  charter  to  issue 
them,  and  disqualifieA  the  bank  from  making  such  con- 
tract. I  say  di»qualt6es,  because  one  incompetent  to  con* 
tract  cannot  be  bound  by  a  supposed  contract,  or  one 
attempted  to  be  made.  DiaquaLncation  renden  the  con- 
tract absolutely  void;  and  U  this,  sir,  the  doctrine  the 
honorable  Senator  wishes  to  establish?  and  if  it  were 
established,  agunst  whom  would  it  militate?  Against  the 
bank?  No  sir;  the  bank  has  put  oceans  of  this  paper  into 
circulation — lias  received  ^eat  profit  by  ilj  and  this  paper 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  people — and  there,  sir,  would  this 
doctrine  sink  tt,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  hundreds  of  honest 
men.  Or,  suppose  the  doctrine  erroneous,  as  I  most  con- 
scientiously believe  it  to  be,  yet,  sir,  ifby  this  course  tiie 
currency  is  disparand,  the  people  will  be  the  losers  by 
it,  and  the  bank  wiircertainly  gain.  Men  who  have  taken 
tliis  paper  at  par  will  be  obliged  to  sell  it  at  a  discount — 
and  who,  air,  will  buy  it  up  ?  Why  the  bank,  by  her  agents, 
will  do  iti  and,  sir,  no  part  of  this  Union  wUI  diare  tlus 
loss  equally  with  the  Western  country,  where  most  of 
this  kind  of  bills  lurcukte.  I  call  on  members  of  this  body 
to  pause,  and  examine  thesublect.  I  invoke  the  people, 
my  constituents,  to  examine  for  themselves,  before  uiey 
swallow  the  btal  drug.  Sir,  the  Western  people  are 
propperous,  happy,  and  content.  They  want  no  change 
in  the  currency  or  revenue  of  the  country..  Take  not 
from  us  the  means  of  improving  the  internal  condition  of 
the  country,  and  it  is  all  we  desire.  This,  sir,  we  need, 
and  have  a  right  to  demand,  and  ought  to  receive;  and 
this,  nr,  we  never  will  surrender.  T&t.  Prendent,  1  have 
■aid  thus  much  to  show  that,  by  the  comm(m  law,  or  law 
merchant,  the  bank  had  a  right  to  issue  these  bills,  and 
are  bound  to  pay  them.  How  far  I  have  succeeded,  I 
leave  for  others  to  judge.  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
the  prohibition  said  to  eust  in  the  charter!  and,  first,  I  will 
take  occauon  now  to  say  that  1  do  not  admit  that  a  cor- 
poration has  no  t^er  power  than  that  expressed  in  ttie 
act  of  incorporation.  I  maintun  that  a  power  necessa- 
rily inddcntul  to  what  is  given  by  the  letter  is  as  fully 
granted  as  if  described  by  words,  and  Is  a  part  of  the 

fower  specifically  granted.  This  doctrine  is  fully  csta- 
lishcdby  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  an  action  against  the  B;ink  of  Columbia,  on  a 
contract  made  by  a  committee  of  directors  for  building  a 
banking  liouse.  And  the  doctrine  established  by  tliat  de- 
cision has  nnce  been  fully  recognised  as  the  undoubted 
law  of  the  land  by  the  supreme  court  erf*  New  York,  and 
in  other  States  of  this  Union.  So  fur,  then,  from  the  bank 
having  no  power  but  what  is  given  by  the  letter  of  the 
charter,  it  has  full  power,  by  its  authorized  agents,  to 
make  all  contracts  within  the  legitimate  scope  of  its  bank- 
ing duties,  except  such  as  are  forbidden  by  the  terms  of 
its  charter.  Now,  let  us  see  what  are  forbidden.  We 
are  informed  by  my  colleague,  that  all  the  chartered 
powers  are  contained  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of; 
mcorporation,  and  that  the  institution  has  no  other  rights 
tlian  chartered  rights.  Here,  sir,  I  muat  state  my  entire 
dissent  to  this  position.  TTiere  is  not  a  single  ripht 
granted  to  the  bank  in  any  one  of  tlie  seventeen  articles 
contained  in  that  section.  'Hiey  are  all  what  they  purport 
to  be — rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provisions.  Be- 
strictions,  limitations,  &c.  are— what  wr*  Will  the  Sena- 
tor say,  the  charterwl  privileges  of  the  bank^  I  presume 
not.   But  th^  are  limitations,  &c.  on  the  original  natural 


riffhts  which  all  American  utixens  bsTC  to  connect  thein* 
s^ves  ttwether  sa  a  private  banking  «ompsnv,  and,  as 
such,  to  do  any  thing,  not  ^[ainat  the  law  of  the  Iand| 
and,  as  such,  they  had  a  right  tg  issue  the  bills  in  ques- 
tion, and  to  issue  bills  of  any  size,  and  for  ai^  amount. 
Buttbe  charter,  among  many  other  thinga,  resmcted  the 
issue  of  notes  to  the  minimum  sum  of  five  dollars,  but  did 
not  restrict  the  issue  of  these  checks.  In  short,  the  bank, 
by  fair  legal  right,  may  do  all  thinn  as  bankers,  which 
are  not  restricted  by  the  charter.  The  ninth  and  twelfth 
articles  have  been  examined,  with  great  particularity,  by 
the  Senator,  to  prove  that  the  power  to  issue  these  orden 
does  not  rende  there.  Here>  he  is  manifestly  wroi^. 
He  considers  th^  as  ^rsnts  of  power.  'Tbejr  are  not 
such.  The  ninth,  instead  ofconferring' power,  ucntirely 
a  limitation  of  power,  and  restricts  the  natural  auA  origin^ 
righta  of  private  citizens  to  deal,  or  trade,  in  any  nuumer 
they  may  deem  best  No  wie,  in  lus  right  senses,  who 
once  understood  legal  principles,  for  a  moment  ever  sup- 
posed that,  under  ^is  clause,  the  hank  derived  its  power 
to  deal  or  trade  in  bills  of  exchai^,  gtM  and  silver  bul- 
lion, merchandise.  The  clause  vaa  intended  to  re- 
strain the  exercise  of  the  power  to  deal,  which,  in  its 
absence  would  have'exteoded  to  other  tlUngs,  and  other 
purposes,  than  those  named.  Does  any  one  behere  that 
to  deal  or  trade  in  bills  of  exchange  mwu  to  make  and 
issue,  or  accept  them?  or  does  any  one  believe,  to  trade 
or  deal  ii^  merchandise  means  to  manufacture  and  sell  'A* 
It  is  conceded,~«r,  that,  under  the  ninth  fundamental  arti- 
cle, the  bank  does  not  derive  a  power  to  issue  paper  se- 
curities of  any  lund.  Where  does  it  get  il^  then.*  Sir, 
the  right  is  derived  from  a  higher  uithority  than  the  sts^ 
tute  of  incorporation;  it  is  founded  in  the  genius  of  free- 
dom which  every  American  citizen  possesses,  and  which 
can  only  be  taken  away  by  his  own  consent,  expressly 
given,  llien,  sir,  how  far  nave  those  intuitive  and  sacred 
rights  been  surrendered,  under  the  proviuons  of  the  char- 
ter which  the  bank  has  accepted?  As  ftr  as  they  are  sur- 
rendered, the  bank  does  not  possess  them,  but  no  further. 
It  is  said  that  the  twelfth  fundamental  article  enumerates 
and  defines  the  different  species  of  paper  securities  wluch 
this  corporiition  may  issue,  and  contains  a  grant  of  poweri 
and  it  is  in«sted  that  bills  obligatory  under  the  corporate 
seal,  and  bills  <v  notes  ngned  by  the  president  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  cashier,  ore  sil  the  paper  securities  the 
bank  con  issue.  But  it  will  he  seen  tnat  no  power  whatr 
evertoiaaueanypspersecurityisgivenbythatarticle.  BoK 
suppose  the  position  of  my  friend  to  be  tnic^  and  what  is 
tht  resuh?  Why,  sir,  that  we  have  a  bank  which  cannot 
transact  the  appropriate  business  of  banking,  or  accom- 
plish any  of  the  purposes  of  its  institution — that  can  na- 
ther  transfer  the  public  funds,  nor  furnish  the  conununity 
with  the  ordinary  fiicilities  of  commercial  exchange.  Bi^ 
the  honorable  Senatorattempta  to  escape  this  difficult  by 
admitting  that  the  bank  may  make  and  accept  bilk  of  kxi- 
change,  but  not  to  be  circulated  as  a  currency. 

But,  sir,  as  he  denies  that  tlie  bank  has  any  power  spe- 
cifically granted,  and  that  all  paper  securities  notauthntz- 
ed  by  the  twclfUi  article  are  forbidden,  may  1  ask  him 
wlience  he  derives  the  power  to  make,  accept,  or  ioaue 
bills  of  exchange  at  all?  The  term  bills  in  the  twellUiaiw 
tide  cannot  mean  bills  of  exchange,  as  he  sometimes  ap- 
pears to  cmyecturet  for,  nr,to  enact  thata  bill  of  exchai^e^ 

Eayable  to  order,  ahall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  in 
ke  manner  and  with  tike  eifect  as  hills  of  exchoiige^ 
would  certainly  he  entirely  useless,  not  to  use  a  plainer 
word.  Bendes,  he  denies  any  paper  securities  issued 
b^  the  bank  to  be  valid,  unless  tliey  are  ugned  by  the  pre- 
sident, and  countersigned  by  the  cashier  of  the  bank.  So 
that  no  bill  of  exchange  could  be  made  at  any  other  place 
than  PhiUdelpbia  t  so  that  neitlier  the  Government  or  any 
individual  could  obtain  *  trankfcr  of  funds  but  by  a  tram- 
portation  of  sp'ede.   Checks  ordcr^  drafts,  oertificafaea 
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of  depOMte^  and  billt  <tf  exehtnKi  are  afike  excluded  by 
K>  viev.  So  that  the  moat  benefidal  objects  contemplat- 
ed in  the  establirfiment  of  the  bank,  will  be  defeated  under 
lua  view  of  its  powers. 

By  the  common  law,  bills  obli^tory  were  not  asnrna- 
ble,  norcould the  asm^ee  recoverin  hisown  name.  l*he 
nmedifficul^  inrelation  to  promiastM?  notes  existed.  They 
were  not  negotiilble  or  asngnablCi  ao  3s  to  eiiidile  the  as- 
■piM  to  recover  on  them  in  hb  own  name,  nor  could  the 
pqree  reeorer  on  them  hinueK  irithput  averring  and  pror- 
Biir  the  oonnderation  for  which  they  were  given.  This 
difficulty  in  Bn^andi  as  to  promissory  notes,  was  obviatefl 
by  the  statute  of  Anne,  which  made  thein  assigmble  by 
endonement,  and  placed  them  on  a  footing:  ^'1^  °f 
exctwwe,  the  validity  and  negotiability  of  which  had  been 
establii£ed  at  common  law.  Mostof  die  States,  it  is  true, 
bare  made  sealed  instruments  asnirnable,  and  have  adopt* 
ed  in  some  form  the  nibstanee  of  the  statute  of  Anne  in 
relation  to  promissory  notes?  bnt  because  thdr  laws  do  not 
generally  apply  to  contracts  of  corporations,  we  see  the 
twelMi  article  in  this  charter  incorpormted  in  almost  every 
bank  charter,  and  clearly  operatea  as  an  enabling  power  to 
piyers  of  bills  obligatoty  and  promissory  notes,  by  ena> 
blmg  them  to  assign,  and  the  asaigncea  to  recover.  It  de- 
chies  the  effect  ot  the  ccmtnet  when  made  ud  aangnedt 
but  does  not  gjve  power  to  make  it.  As  ftr  as  thel)ank 
it  ifliK^  by  the  twelfth  article,  its  power  is  restrained. 
The  pn^ibition  to  make  biHa  obligatory  of  less  amount 
than  five  thousand  dollars,  or  to  make  notes  not  payable 
on  demand  for  a  sum  less  than  one  hundred  dollars, 
or  a  longer  credit  than  «xly  dayi^  certainly  cannot  be  con- 
strued as  a  power  to  make  those  paper  securities.  The 
result  then  is^  that  bills  oUigatory  and  pronriaaoty  notes 
are  nowhere  specifically  authorized*  and  miut  take  the  fate 
of  otden,  dimfts,  cheeks,  and  bills  of  ezchanget  all  of 
whidi^pendupon  the  same  grant  of  power  or  original 
righ^  ana  they  are  all  wittun  tte  principle  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  u  the  approved  law  of  the  hmd,  as 
befimsalluded  to.  The  most  that  can  be  saidof  the  twelfth 
article,  is,  that,  by  the  linrita6on  imposed  on  the  general 
right  and  power  to  make  bilb  obligatoiy  and  promissory 
notes,  the  original  power  to  do  so  is  adndtted.  There  is 
no  qicafie  grant  of  power  to  mftke  \tma»»  or  take  paper 
aeeuiities,  £rectly  or  hy  tnuisfiert  but  Oe  tenth  funda- 
mental article  imposes  a  Ilautation  on  the  power  to  do  so, 
and  consequently  recognises  its  existence.  The  charter 
does  not  by  its  fetter  authorize  the  corporation  to  deal  or 
trade  in  bilb  of  exchange,  gold  or  nlver  bulUon,  or  in  the 
mleof  goods)  butthenmth  arttele  linuta and  thus  recog- 
niaes  the  existence  ni  n  general  pown>  and  aothority, 
tbdneli  nowhere  granted  in  weeds.  There  is  nowhere  a 
apeciBc  povn  to  contract  debts,  or  issue  paper  seouritiesi 
but  the  article  linubthe  amount  which  tiiecorpora 

tion  may  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  con 
tract  Here  in  a  clear  expreauon  of  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress^ that  without  thn  Hmitation  the  bank  nught  have 
oontt«cted  debts  to  any  amount,  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  any 
other  species  of  contract.  Sir,  it  b  a  clear  recognition  of 
•  general  power  to  contract  in  anjr  ftrm,  and  to  any  cx> 
tent,  not  expressly  fbrbUden.  It  b  vwse  than  i<ue-  to 
say,  mr,  that  the  eighth,  ninth,  tenUi,  or  twelfth  articles 
confer  any  power  whatever.  They  are  all,  as  far  m  the 
bank  u  concerned,  limitations  and  restrictions  of  power  ex- 
istii^  independency  of  them.  Sir,  it  vrould  be  the  most 
unpardonable  legisbtive  folly  to  limit  and  restrict  the 
loans,  trade,  dealings,  and  contracts  of  the  hank,  if,  with- 
out those  linutationa  arid  restrictions,  the  bank  could  nei- 
thcrmi^e  loans,  trade,  deal,  or  nnke  oontmcta. 

Hie  eighth  artitjle  recognises  the  power  to  contract 
debts  by  bill,  bond,  or  other  contract,  without  limitation, 
except  as  to  amount;  and  even  in  case  of  excess,  the  con- 
Ifaot  is  not  declared  vmd,  but  the  directMB  are  made  liable 
as  wett  as  die  btak.  It  appear^  thti^  4wft  ^  corpora- 


tion was  underatood  by  the  fruners-of  the  charter  to  bo 
authorised  to  make  contracts  other  than  bills  obligatory 
and  promissory  notest  and,  as  there  is  no  restriction  as  to 
the  form  or  the  amount  of  these  contracts,  it  follows  t^iat 
the  bank  has  all  power  to  malce  any  contract  which  ind'ivi- 
duab  might  make,  and  with  like  effect,  with  no  other  limi- 
tation than  that  it  shall  be  within  the  scope  of  the  legiti- 
mate purposesof  the  institution,  (as  checks,  drxAs,  orders 
bills  of  exchange,  certainly  are))'  that  no  contract  in  the 
form  of  a  bill  wligatory,  shall  be  made  fora  less  sum  than 
five  thousand  doHars,  and  no  promissory  note  shall  be 
made  on  demand  for  less  than  five  dollars,  nor  a  credit  for 
a  less  sum  than  one  hundred  dollars,  on  u  longer  time  than 
sixty  days;  so  that,  instead  of  bills  obligatory  under  seal, 
and  bills  or  notes  signed  by  the  president  and  counterngn- 
ed  by  the  cashier,  being  the  only  paper  security  which 
the  corporation  of  the  bank  can  issue,  they  are  the  only 
form  of  contract  in  which  there  are  any  limitations  or  re- 
strictions imposed  on  the  power  of  the  corporation.  Ano- 
ther set  of  tests  has  been  resorted  to  by  the  Senator  to 
show  that  the  paper  securities  in  question  are  not  within 
the  scope  of  the  tegitiiiiate  purposes  of  the  corporation. 
The  first  is,  that  they  are  not  signed  by  the  president  and 
countersigned  by  the  cashier  of  tlie  pai-ent  bank,  but  are 
therefore  not  authorized  by  the  twelftli  fundamental  arti- 
cle. Sir,  it  b  suAcient  that  they  are  not  prohibited  by 
that  of  any  other  article,  and  that  they  are  signed  by  the 
authorized  agents  of  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Prendent,  I  have  now  done.  I  beg  pardon  for  hav- 
ing so  long  trespassed  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate,  with 
an  argument  entirely  accidental,  and  the  introduction  of 
which  I  did  think  uncalled  for;  but,  sir,  it  was  introduced 
not  by  me — but  after  it  was,  I  believed  it  my  duty  to  give 
my  views.  I  have  done  so  as  concisely  as  possible.  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  Senate  irith  any  remarks  on  the 
alum  salt  part  of  the  honorable  Senator's  argument,  nor 
with  any  [Mrticular  reasons  for  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  re- 
solution under  consideration.  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  acqiure  tX\  the  information  in  my  power  to  enable  me 
to  discharge  my  duty  to  my  constituents  and  my  country, 
and  for  that  reason  iriU  vote  for  the  resolution,  and  take 
a  book. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  POBSYTH,  in  oppodtioa 
to  the  resolution,  and  from  Mr.  KANE  and  Mr.  FOOT  in 
its  support,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nayih 

as  follows: 

YEAfi.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Biickner,  Cham- 
bers, CUy,  Cbyton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fre^ 
linghuysen.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Miller, 


Naudairf,  P<Mndexter.  Prente^  Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Bug- 
gies, Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smith,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  WQ- 
Ens.— ^. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Diciierson,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Rill,  King,  Man^,  Moore, 
Mangum,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyfcr,  White.— 17. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

WxnirnBATt  Hucn  14. 
APPOBllONMECrr  BILL. 

The  bill  to  apportion  representatives  among  the  several 
States,  being  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose,  and  remarked,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  protract  the  opposition  to  the  bill  beyond  reasona- 
ble boui^s,  and  he  confessed  that  there  were  circumstan- 
ces discoungfng  to  a  protracted  oppoistion;  but,  viewing 
the  bill  as  ui^ust  and  oppressive  in  its  operation  upon  the 
smaller  States,  he  Should  not  feel  hb  duty,  in  relation  to  the 
subject,  to  be  discharged,  until  he  had  fiilly  shown  what  he 
proposed,  as  well  as  what  he  opposed.  He  then  moved, 
that  the  bill  be  rccoVnmitted,  with  instructions.  This  mo- 
tion, he  was  aware,  was  susceptible  of  diviHOn:  and  if  it 
Andd  be  wbbed  to  take  the  question  firstontba  leoonf 
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mitment,  he  would  modify  his  moticm  to  one  simply  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  a  new  select  committee,  instead  of  the 
select  committee  from  which  the  bill  was  reported. 

Mr.  FOHSYTH,  to  save  time,  would  move,  if  it  waa  in 
order,  to  strike  out  tliat  part  of  the  motion  which  ihstiucta 
the  committee. 

The  V[CE  PRESIDENT  said  the  motion  was  not  in  or- 
der at  present. 

Mr.  HAYNE  should  vote  against  the  motion  torecran- 
mit,  OS  lie  did  not  believe  it  would  result  in  any  modifica- 
tion of  the  bill,  except  a  reduction  of  the  ratio,  to  which  he 
was  opposed.    He  liopcd  the  Motion  would  not  be  divide<l. 

Mr.  CLAY  su^^sted  that,  afler  the  motion  to  recommit 
was  carried,  vuious  instnictions  might  be  moved  for  mo- 
difying the  bill.  Though  he  was  himself  opposed  to  the 
plan  of  represeoting  fractions,  as  unconstitutional,  yet  he 
believed  that  the  bill  migtit  be  so  modified  as  to  lenen  its 
present  inequality.  He  should,  at  a  proper  time,  propose 
a  plan  which  lie  thought  would  obviate  some  of  the  ob- 
jections to  which  the  bdt,  in  its  present  form,  was  liable. 

After  some  further  convei-sation, 

Mr.  MOOUE  said  tliat,  if  it  was  in  order  to  move  a  re- 
consideration of  tite  vote  by  which  the'^mendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  rejected,  fae  hoped 
Uiat  course  would  be  taken.  He  believed  ttiere'was  a  ma- 
jority of  tlic  Senate  in  favor  of  the  plaa  proposed  in  that 
amendment. 

Afler  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MTLLBR,  CLAY- 
TON, and  BELI^  agunst  the  bill  as  it  stood, 

Mr.  Cll  AMBERS  (to  give  an  opportuiu^  for  &  motion 
for  reconsideration)  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  23  to  30. 

Mr.  FRFXINGHUYSEN  tlienrose,  and  said  that,  upon 
the  suggestion  that  a  majority  of  the  Senate  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment  proposing  a  representation  of  frac- 
tions, and  being  willing  that  tiie  will  of  the  majority 
sliould  prevail,  he  moved  a  rcconnderatioo  of  the  vote 
whereby  the  amendment  referred  to  waa  rejected  on 
Monday,  at  tlie  same  time  stating  that  his  own  views  were 
not  changed  in  regard  t<t  1}ie  suQecL 

After  some  further  discussion,  in  which  Menfs.  WEB- 
STER, KING,  MOORE,  EWING,  and  KANE  took  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTEB* 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


TncBsOAT,  Makcii  15. 

The  unfinished  bilMiiesaof  yesterday  (the  apportion- 
ment bill)  coming  up,  it  was  laid  by  for  tfie  present,  to 
permit  the  debate  on  the  tariff  sabject  to  proceed,  &c. 

The  Senate  took-up  the  resolation  offered  1^  Mr.  Cut 
for  the  reduction  of 

THE  TARIFF. 
Mr.  MOORE,  of  Alabama,  addrened  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Nothing,  said  Mr.  M.,  but  the  magnitude  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  deep  and  pervading  interest  involved  in  the  man- 
ner of  its  final  adjustment  could  prompt  me  to  claim  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  lor  a  moment,  aAer  the  id>]e  and 
eloquent  ilisplay  of  talent  and  ailment  with  which  they 
have  been  entertained,  and  so  interestingly  entertained,  by 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 

But,  sir,  the  acknowledged  importance  of  this  question 
seems  to  demand  that  1  should  not  content  myself  to  (^ve 
a  wleot  vote,  and  that  it  is  due  to  the  occawog  that  I  ^oold 
declare  the  views  and  feelings  of  ttwae  whom  I  hCvc  tlie 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 

Sir,  the  citizens  oi  A1abania>have  looked  forward,  with 
the  most  anxious  solicitude,  to  this  sessioD  of  Congress, 
for  a  redress  of  burdens  imposed  by  an  unjust  ami  un- 
auUiorized  system  of  taxation. 

I'hey  liave  approached  this  body,  time  after  time,  with 
manorial  after,  memorial,  and  Peipomtrmor  tA/ex  rpmm- 


strance,  representing  the  impolitic,  unwise,  and  unjust 
course  pursued  in  relation  to  the  ti^iiTt  they  have  looked 
forward  to  the  period,  which  has  now  arrived,  when  the 
national  debt  is  about  to  be  extinct,  as  the  most  favorable 
era  in  opr  history,  as  one  which  could  not  fail  to  afford  re- 
lief from  a  system  so  galling,  ruinous,  and  destructivet  and 
shall  these  fond  auticipatiuas  be  disapptnnted.'  Will  not 
the  conciliatory  terms  proposed  for  a  compromise  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Soutli  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hatnx,]  in 
tiiat  able,  convincing,  and,  I  may  add,  unanswered  and 
unanswerable  argument,  and  which  liave  been  acceded  to 
by  every  other  gentleman  who  has  spoken  on  the  same 
side  of  this  question,  be  received  in  that  amicable  and  pacW 
fic  spirit  which  prompted  them? 

1  regret  that  the  htmorable  Senates  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  WiLKixa]  has  so  soon  shown  a  dispowtion  to  retract 
the  feeUne  evinced  on  that  occasion  to  meet  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  upon  a  fair,  comprotminng 
ground.  I  trust  it  has  not  been  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  his  State,  on  this  subject,  which  have  changed  his  dis- 
position to  mete  out  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  bis 
Southern  brethren. 

[Mr.  WILKINS  rose,  and  said  Hut  be  bad  not  retracted 
the  feeling  evinced  on  that  occanoo,  and  still  deured  tiiatk 
compromise  might  be  effected.  Mr.  MOORE,  in  reply, 
expressed  his  gratification  at  learning  that  be  had  been 
misinformed  as  to  tiie  gentleman's  views  on  tliis  point,  and 
fervently  hoped  titat  the  question  would  be  discussed  ia 
such  a  spirit  of  conciliation  as  to  ensure,  finally,  a  decision 
that  would  be  satis&ctory  to  all  parties.] 

Where,  ur,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  that  muUial  forbearance  and  ^ 
conces^on,  that  God-Uke  spirit,  which  pervaded  the  coun< 
cils  of  this  nation  in  the  formation  of  this  Union,  and  hi  the 
establishment  of  the  federal  constitution^  Where,  sir,  is 
that  high  and  sacred  flame  of  patriotism,  wluch,  when  the 
opposing  and  conflicting  interests  of  the  different  sections 
of  this  Union  threatened,  yes,  sir,  awfully  Uireatened,  ita 
dismemberment,  prompted  the  honorable  Senator  fhun 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  to  throw  himself  in  the  breach  to 
preserve  iu  integrity  >  (I  mean  the  Missouri  question.) 
Then,  the  question  which  divided  parties  was  tke  slave- 
holding  States,  and  the  non-slaveholding  States.  Now,  it 
is  north  and  south  of  the  Potomac  river;  or,  to  my  mind, 
a  more  appropriate  distinction  i^  the  portion  who  receiv« 
bounties,  and  the  portion  who  pay  them.  For  it  cannot 
be  ^sgutsed,  tiiat,  for  tlie  last  tensor  fiAeen  yean,  the 
means  and  substance  of  the  Southern  people  iiavc,  under 
tiie  tariff  exactions  and  the  intenuL  bnprovemeot  mteo^ 
been  dragged  from  them,  for  the  benefit  (Mother  sectmi^  im 
a  current  as  bold,  as  rapid,  and  unceanng  as  that  of  the  ma- 
jestic Hissisuppit  until  we  are  reduced  to  the  most  wretch- 
ed state,  and  the  last  posuble  point  of  suffering.  Sir,  the 
picture  drawn  by  other  nntlemen  on  the  SMie  side  ctf  this 
question  presents  a  faithful  portrait  of  the  depressed  con- 
dition of  the  planting  and  agricultural  interest  in  Alabama, 
except,  indeed,  in  the  latter  there  is  adeq>er'|^oiMn,  if  pos- 
sible, hanging  over  this  interesL  ThisuiifiHteiMesectiaii 
of  countiy  pnsents  precisely  Uie  counterpart  to  that 
beautiful  description  of  the  high  state  of  prosperity,  drawa 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  of  the  cooditiQD 
of  other  sections.  While  I  was  diarmed  by  the  dtoquetioe 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  in  Us  vivid  descripton  of  the 
prosperity  of  these  the  much  iavored  sections  of  this 
Union,  I  was  appalled  and  astonished  at  the  contrast  bc- 
tweet>  the  condition  of  these,  and  the  actual  gloomy  con- 
dition of  the  eatire  faoe  oi^tbe  eountty  in  my  own  mieh 
beloved  State, 

From  what  source,  let  me  ask,  does  Ais  itlAe  of 
prosperity  emanate?  Not  from  natiual  advantage^  oofr 
nected  with  superior  soil,  climate,  salubrious  «r,  or  watert 
for  in  these  we  believe  the  God  of  nature  has  been  as  boun* 
tiful  to  us  aa  to  any  trfjMr  dsn  of  citizens  in  a«y  othet 
quarter  of  tiie  ^lAf, 
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But  tbit  atate  of  things  is  to  be  ascribed  to  srtifiaal  ad- 
vant^^.  It »  nmoh  better  that  the  Eastern  and  Nortii- 
em  States,  iDCiu(Un|f  the  non-slaTeholding  Stately  Bhould 
have  the  power,  for  we  deny  the  right,  to  tax  our  slave 
labor  at  their  own  discretion,  than  to  own  our  ^res  them- 
■elres — and  this  is  the  advantage  they  possesa  by  a  union 
of  interest  on  this  question. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  attempt  to  illustrate  this 
i^us^,  by  stating  whst  I  deem  to  be  a  Air  and  correct 
hiitoiy  of  me  case. 

The  cotton  planter  eithn*  takes  his  produce  to  tnarfcet* 
or  his  merchant  does  it  for  him,  (the  result  is  the  same,) 
and  rebims  with  articles  whidi  suit  his  convenience:  and 
it  wilt  not  be  denied  but  these  are  as  much  his  own  pro- 
perty  and  the  produce  of  his  own  labor,  as  themanufac- 
tured  article  is  the  property  and  product  of  the  msnufac- 
turert  but  here  the  GoTenunent  steps  in,  and  says  to  the 
aKfkulturist,  we  demand  of  your  stock  forty  per  cent. 

what  purpose?  replies  the  planter.  Is  it  vx  the  sup- 
port orGoTcmment?  Ko— 'the  pubTic  debtisdis«^arged, 
and  wc  have  an  overflowing  treasury;  but  there  are  some 
wealthy  owners  of  larf^  surar  plantations  in  Louisiana, 
Mune  cotton  and  woollen  nictories  in  the  Eastern  and 
Northern  States,  some  wealthy  ownersof  iron  works  in  New 
Jersey  and  FeDnaylvanta,  salt  works  and  aalt  factories,  and 
•ODie  cotton  baggii^  factories  ia  Kentucky;  they  are  all  in  a 
high  atate  of  pro^erity,  it  is  true,  butth^arenotaati^ed, 
ana  it  ia  for  their  benem  we  demajid  of  you  thb  tribute  and 
tax. 

U  it  a  matt«r  of  surprise,  then,  tluit  the  South  sliould 
feel  deeply  and  aennbly  upon  this  subject — that  such  op- 

Eresuoa  should  fill  the  entire  South  with  indignation?  For, 
:t  gentlemen  not  deceive  themselves  upon  tins  subject. 
Thisia  the  feeling  and  doctrine  of  patriotismi  and,  as  has 
justly  and  eloquently  been  said  by  m^  honorable  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mill»;]  it  is  tlie  whig  doc- 
trine, it  is  tlie  spirit  which  animated  our  lathers  in  resitt- 
ing British  tyranny  and  British  (^prenion.  It  ia  the  voice 
of  seventy-six.  Sir,  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  entire  South, 
except,  indeed,  a  small  portion,  where  the  soil  ia  adapted 
to  the  cuKure  of  the  sugar  cane;  and  this  circumstance  is 
thought  Bufficicntto  justify  a  system  of  legal  oppression 
wfaich  demanda  a  portion  of  tiie  luird  eanungiof  th^ 
BNghbor  fer  tbeir  own  privi^  emohimeDt. 

Mr.  Prenclent,  the  time  has  neatly  arrived,  when  long- 
er to  submit  will  cease  to  be  a  virtue.  It  ia  due  to  the 
oppressed,  and  to  posterity,  that  this  question  should  be 
now  met,  and  that  this  system  of  inequality  of  taxation, 
this  rcatraint  upon  our  natural  and  inherent  rights,  should 
receive  the  firm  and  united  resistance  of  freemen. 

Mr.  President,  the  hononble  Senator  from  Rhode  Island, 
[Mr.  BoBBixa,]  in  bis  argument  on  Friday  last,  contend- 
ed that  "it  was  imposnble  that  the  Southern  plaoters 
could  pay  any  portion  of  the  duties  on  the  articles  consum- 
ed by  the  Northern  manu&cturcrs,andadded,  that  nothing 
abort  of  necromancy  could  convince  him  that  he  did  not 
himself  pay  the  tax  on  his  penknife  in  his  pocket- " 

Now  we  think,  without  dealing  in  the  black  arts,  that 
we  can  eoitvince-  the  gentleman  that  this  thing  is  quite 
posable.  He  admita  that  th«  people  of  the  tariff  SUtes 
do  actually  consume  a  large  portion  of  foreign  goods  re- 
ceived io  exchange  for  Southern  productions. 

if,  as  he  aays,  the  doty  lesMn  the  price,  then,  of  course, 
the  planter,  or  the  merchant,  who  is  his  agent  in  this 
transaction,  cannot  get  back  any  part  of  the  tsxibutif  the 
duty  is  added  to  the  price,  then  the  manufacturer  takes 
care  to  indemnify  hiniaelf  for  any  duty  he  may  pay  on  the 
ibrcign  artide  in  the  increased  priee  of  Ui  nunii&t^res 
with  which  he  pays  the  planter. 

Let  US  take  the  case  of  the  knife.    We  ffBl  tuppose 
the  du^  on  penknives,  witik  chaigea,  profits,  fcc.  to  be 
equal  to  fifty  per  cent  on  the  coaL    A  Bouthem  pbs* 
ter  sendi  to  England  cotton  to  the  nlue  of  one  budred 
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dollars,  and  recnves  in  return  ooe  hundred  dollars  worth 
of  Sn^iah  penknivea,  on  Miich  he  baa  to  pagr  duties  te. 
amounting  to  fifty  dollars  more;  he  seUs  tfaeae  penkmves 
to  Northern  manufacturers^  and  ^  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  gets  one  of  them.  If  the  price,  as  the  gentleman 
contends  on  the  other  ude.  is  not  mcreased  by- the  duty, 
then  the  fiAy  dollars  paid  in  duties  and  chsivea  must  be 
lost  to  the  planter,  and  the  manufiwturers  will  pay  no  tax 
at  all  on  their  penkaivea.  But  if  the  penknives  can  be 
sold  to  them  fbr  the  fiiU  price  of  one  hiuidred  and  fiftf 
debars,  tnwhat,let  usask,  ao  the  roanufacturerspay  mfor 
these  articles?  Perhapsin  cottons,  wooHens,oriTon,  ei^oy- 
ing  a  protection  of  from  fifty  toooe  hundred  per  cent;  and 
our  New  England  brethren  must  hare  Iwt  some  portion 
of  that  wit  for  which  all  the  world  gives  tbem  credit,  if  they 
cannot  work  the  matter  so  as  to  put  upon  their  cloth  an 
increased  price  fully  suffident  to  cover  any  tax  they  have 
to  pay  on  the  penknives. 

If  the  duty  is  added  to  the  priee  of  die  knives,  so  will 
the  dnty  be  added  to  the  price  foreign  cloths,  and  the 
price  of  these  foreign  goods  will  be  a  standard  by  which 
the  manufacturer  will  fix  the  price  of  his  domestic  goodst 
so  that,  in  the  long  run,  the  Soutiiem  planter  will,  directly 
or  indirectly,  have  to  pa^  die  duty  on  vei^  nearly  so  much 
of  the  foreign  articles  as  may  be  received  in  exchange  for 
his  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  no  matier  bv  whom  they 
may  be  consumed.  I(  in  this  calculation,  the  gentleman 
will  only  stibatitute  one  hundred  and  fifty  centa  for  one 
hundred  and  fif^  dollars,  he  will  probably  have  the  price 
of  his  own  penknife,  (if*  it  has  not  been  one  furnished  by 
Uncle  Sam.)  And  it  one  dollar  be  the  price,  and  fifty 
cents  die  tax,  and  he  has  paid  for  it  out  of  theiprofils  of  a 
Rhode  Island  factory,  it  u  quite  posnble  that  I,  or  some 
of  neighbtm,  may  have  been  compelled  to  pay  the  tu 
on  his  knife.  That -a  tax,  and  a  very  liigb  tax,  too,  basin 
Uu8  case  actually  been  paid  by  8omebody,is  very  certain)  fbr 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  H^m] 
has  handed  to  me  two  penknives,  furnished  him  by  some 
respectable  merchant,  the  one  of  En^i^,  the  other  of 
American  manufacture;  the  former  costing  in  En^tul  9». ' 
3d.  sterling  a  dozen,  and  standing  the  importer  $3 .09  a 
dozen,  (including  duties  and  charges,)  while  the  wholesale 
price  of  the  American  maanfccture  ia  #4  50  a  dosem  and 
yet  I  ttunk  any  one  who  will  examine  them,  vill  agree 
with  me  that  the  English  knife,  which  is  twenty-fire  per 
cent,  cheaper,  is  by  far  the  better  article. 

Sir,  take  notice  that  the  good  old  buck  horn  handle 
diere  is  the  English  knife.  Now,  ur,  ve  have  aeen  in 
what  manner  our  Northern  brethren  are  indemnified  ftir 
any  du^  they  may  be  compelled  to  pav  uptm  utrir  pen- 
knives, or  an^  other  article  of  fordgn  impfvUtiim.  But 
where  is  the  iodommty  for  the  Southern  planter?  It  is 
well  known  that  ve  cannot  now,  nor  ever  can,  become 
manu&cturers{  nature  has  forbidden  it  The  tax,  there- 
fore, which  you  require  from  u^  ia  equivalent  to  drag^ng 
that  amount  from  our  pockets,  in  order  to  put  it  into  the 
pockets  of  others. 

And  what,  air,  is  this  American  system,  in  another  pmit 
of  view?  It  is  one  by  wluch  jou  My  to  the  poor  man  in 
his  cabin,  that  be  shall  pay  an  exorbitant  tax  for  the  asJt 
put  in  his  bread,  the  lugar  and  coffee  with  which  he 
supplies  a  sck  family,  the  coat  wbich  be  wears  himaelf, 
the  flannels  with  which  he  clothes  his  wife  and  children, 
the  hats  which  «over  their  beads,  hitaxe,  his  plough,  hoe, 
and  other  utensils  with  which  he  coltivateB  bts  crop. 
These,  sir,  are  "the  rich  blessings"  so  much  Uuded  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Sentiu^y,  [Mr.  Cut,]  and 
the  conaequeiKe  ii^  that  the  Southern  and  uricultural 
portion  of  the  country,  the  real  yeomanry  of  the  Sooth, 
are  made  Uie  * '  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water**  for 
other  sections. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut] 
mjh  "  M  we  haTO  a  fiill  treasury,  and  tarn  not  iweded. 
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he  b  williDr  to  reduee  Ibem^—but  in  what  nuuiner? 
W^t  ^  applTfncraTeinedjr  which  U  wone  than  the  diieaae. 

Me  prepotea  to  reduce  the  duties  upon  teaa,  ulks, 
winea,  vetrets.  See. — articles  of  luxury,  which  are  con- 
■umed  by  the  rich  only,  and  aristocratic  nabobs,  and  leave 
the  duties  upon  articles  of  prime  necessi^,  auch  as  enter 
into  the  eOMUinptian  of  every  man,  as  they  are  now,  the 
cfi^ of  wlueh  ml  be  to  increase  the  protection)  torivet 
this  ifttenit  in  iu  moit  odious  form,  upon  us  to  the  end 
of  timet  to  thrar  the  entire  burdens  the  GoveminMit 
open  the  South)  to  coerce  i)ounties  to  enrich  tbenanu- 
flwturen,  and  exempt  the  nmnufitcturinf  States  then»  as 
they  are  now,  from  contributing  their  due  proportion  to 
die  support  of  Giremment.  And  this,  sir,  is  the  scheme 
from  which  we  are  to  receive  nich  rich  blesnngi.  May 
Godt  hi  hb  infiiute  mercy,  avert  it  from  us. 

But  liie  hononble  Senator  a^s,  **  why  should  not  a 
poor  man  be  permitted  to  regale  himself  with  a  social 
glass  of  wine  oeeesiondly,  as  well  as  the  rich^  And  why 
should  not  the  poor  man's  daughter  and  wife  be  permitted 
to  clad  themselves  in  a  uik.  gown,  at  least  in  going  to 
church  on  the  Lord's  day,  as  well  as  the  rich?" 

Nov^  nr,  the  obvious  uiswer  to  all  this  is,  that,  being 
plain,  country  people,  finding  the  pressure  of  the  times  so 
bard  that  tluy  cannot  make  buckle  and  tongue  meet, 
that,  with  the  moat  intcnie  labor  and  industry,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  year  win  not  meet  the  ordinary  expenses 
and  disbursements  thereof,  they  arc,  therefore,  compelled 
to  submit  to  many  privations,  and  they  think  they  can 
better  dispense  with  the  tea,  the  wine,  the  silk  gown,  and 
tiie  prunelle  shoes,  than  to  be  deprived  of  a  little  salt, 
■igv,  and  coffee,  a  warm  coat,  flannels,  and  fanning 
Utensils.  And,  sir,  I  request  the  honorable  Senator  to  tell 
me  irtiich  class  of  articles  the  honest  yeomaniy  of  the 
ooontnr  can  best  dispense  with  the  use  o^hose  acknow- 
ledged to  be  articles  of  luxury,  which  Oie  poor  do  not 
want,  and  which  are  intended  only  for  the  mouths  and 
baclu  of  a  proud  and  pampered  aristocracy,  or  those  of 
such  absolute  neceanty  that  nattire  cannot  siibnat,  nor 
agricultural  pursuits  be  carried,on,  without  them. 

I  will  not  yet  believe  but  the  honorable  Senator  and  his 
friends  will  lee  the  propriety  of  relaxing  in  tiiis  measure. 
Mid  making  some  conceieion  to  the  wounded  feelings  and 
just  duma  of  the  South.  l>t  me  tell  the  honorable  gentle- 
men, that  they  will  urge  in  vain  that  this  system  is  of  bene- 
fit to  the  Southern  people,  and  that  we  are  incapable  of 
appreciating  its  value.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  longer 
add  to  injury  and  oppression  the  insult  of  supposing  tost 
we  do  not  understand  our  own  interest. 

We  wtfo  fadOTmed  by  the  honm-able  Senator,  in  1834, 
M  we  hkfo  been  now,  that  to  give  protection  to  home 
■ndostiy,  would,  in  a  few  years,  create  competition,  and 
thtts  reduee  the  price  of  articles  protected— but  one  ounce 
of  experience  on  this  subject  is  worth  pounds  of  theory. 
And  experience  proves  that  these  calculations  and  antici- 
pations hare  been  entirely  unfounded  and  falladoos. 

But  we  are  indebted  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Holkks,]  for  one  particular  instance  of  the 
marked  attention  and  liberaUty  of  the  Oovernment  to  the 
agricultural  interest.  That  honorable  nntleman  haa  in- 
formed  tiie  Senate,  "that  much  has  been  done  for  this  inter- 
.est  in  great  facilities  alForded  to  purchasers  of  public  lands. " 
Can  the  honorable  Senator  be  serious  in  this  pontion? 

By  an  official  document  which  has  been  furnished  this 
body,  it  appears  there  are  in  the  Western  and  Southwest- 
wn  States  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  persons  without  a  foot  of  land, 
and  the  Government  hf^ngmitBonsof  acres,  which  have 
been  in  market  from  five  to  fifteen  years,  at  a  minimum 
price,  so  high  that  no  man  ean  or  mil  purchase.*  Sir, 

•  0U>  HJM,  InUana  I3,4H,  tlBaobS.tSS^Huri  lo,iis,  Ak>bs. 
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tfie  Government,  to  it*  own  injury,  and  the  injury  of  its 
citizens,  hugs  tiie  public  domain  as  a  miaer  or  Shyloek 
would  his  strong  box,  when  no  otiier  Government,  except 
this,  the  most  free  on  earth,  has  ever  pretended  to  view 
its  public  domain  asa  source  of  revenue. 

Frequent  appeals  have  been  made  to  the  Qberality  of 
this  body  in  favor  of  the  hardy  fHoneers  of  the  West) 
frequent  memorials  have  been  presented  from  lepslative 
boAes,  recomm«Mling  the  pasntge  of  the  bill  graduating 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  generally  called  the  meaaore 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Itissouri,  (Ur.  Bairrov.] 
And  I  am  glad  to  say,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stato 
I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  has,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  passed  resolves  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
of  gratitude  they  feel  to  the  honorable  Senator  for  the 
zeal,  exertion,  uid  talenthe  baa  exereiaed  in  endearorinif 
to  promote  thia  desin^le  measure. 

But,  sir,  what  has  been  tile  result?  Tlie  measure  has 
been  resisted  with  a  pertinacity  equalled  only  by  the  im- 
policy of  that  resistance)  and  honest  and  respectable 
citizens  have  been  driven  from  our  own  country  into  a 
neighboring  province,  where  they  obuin  better  lands 
upon  better  terms. 

Mr.  President,  is  there  any  plansible  apology  for  this? 
The  public  domun  has  been  pln^d  fbrthe  |Miyment  of 
tlie  piibfie  debt.  This  debt  is  now  liquidated,-  and  the 
pledge  redeemed.  Would  it  not  be  better  fiv  the  Go- 
vernment to  boast  of- a  free,  happy,  and  independent 
population,  permanently  located,  improving  the  wikler- 
iiesB  and  wild  woods;  who,  having  a  permanent  interest, 
calculated  to  increase  their  attachment  anddevotion  to  the 
country,  would  constitote  them  the  most  firm  and  valuable 
defence  to  that  Government,  when  invaded  by  an  enemy, 
than  to  boast  of  countless  millions  of  acres  a£  land,  to 
them  valueless? 

Sir,  I  will  not  say  that  tliis  illibcrality  towards  tite  West 
baa  been  practised  upon  as  a  part  of  the  aystem  in  the 
tariff  operations,  but  I  will  say  that  'tiie  effect  of  it  has 
been  greatly  to  favorthat  interest,  and  to  check  the  growth 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  West,  and  more  espeeialy  so  in 
the  new  States. 

Sir,  you  place  a  minimum  price  upon  your  pubGc  do- 
main, beyond  its  valuei  and,  what  is  more  absurd  and  pre- 
posterous, is,  that  ymi  eshnute  good  and  bad  hnd  at  the 
same  price)  soil,  which  is  adapted  to  the  cultore  of  sugv 
cane,  that  which  will  produce  two  thousand  pounds  of 
cotton  to  the  acre,  and  poor  pine  barrens  and  marshy 
swamps,  are,  bv  your  arrangement,  placed  at  the  sane 
price,  and  in  this  way  you  deprive  the  poor  latKirer  of  the 
power  or  inducement  to  purraaae,  ana  be  and  bim  SuxSfy 
are  compelled  to  enter  some  manu&cturingeatabfirfimcn^ 
or  become  tenants  at  will,  for  a  support. 

And  yet,  in  the  view  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maine,  "much  has  been  done  for  the  agricultural  inte> 
rest."  Sir,  it  is  our  misfortune  in  this  case,  abo,  as  it  b 
in  regard  to  the  tarifT,  that  we  are  incapable  of  perceiving 
or  estimating  its  advantages. 

Another  subject  intimately  connected  with  the  tariff — 
yes,  its  twin  aster,  marching  nde  by  aide,  fumiAiiqf  food 
for  its  Sustenance,  and  aid  in  placing  burdena  upon  tiie 
South— is  the  system  of  internal  improvement^  by  which 
the  same  much  favored  sections  eUmtiie  right  to  tax  the 
Southern  people,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  their  break- 
waters anu'roads  and  canals.  Yea,  sir,  by  thb  system,  a 
citizen  of  Alabama  is  made  to  pay  hb  proportion  of  the 
tax  to  erect  the  Maysville  road  in  Kentucky,  whkdi  I  view 
as  eqnivalent  to  a  demattd  upon  our  dtixena  to  take  their 
pickaxes  upon  their  shoulder«,and  match  with  the  United 
States*  engineer  to  Kentocky,  fbr  the  purpose  at-  erectii^ 
the  said  Maysville  or  some  other  road,  to  promote  the  in- 
ternal commercial  advantages  of  that  particubr  quarter. 
But,  sir,  I  congntolate  the  citixena  of  the  South,  that  i( 
a*  has  been  urtimated  by  the  hMMnble  ScniMr  ham 
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lUne.  [Ur.  Houm,]  the  Chief  Maglatiwtebu  not  OMd 
in  hii  raeamftM,  heretofore,  bng^uage  sufficiently  explicit 
u  to  hit  Tieva  in  relation  to  the  tarifl*,  m  regards  ^is 
lystem,  be  has  been  more  fbrtunate,  and  adopts  language 
which  cannot  be  mistaken,  I  think,  as  respects  his  reto 
Rwsage  upon  the  HaTsrille  road  bill,  and  other  nmilar 

n'  eets.  The  honorable  Senator  wilt  with  mc  that 
Its  been  M^ffioently  pfaun  and  decisive]  and,  nr,  1 
atanotbutbeGere,  iftbchonorableMntleinan  could  divest 
Umilf  of  all  putiali^fiir  theae  darting  bantlings,  the 
tiriif  and  intenial  improveaient  sjrtten,  that  he  would 
also  QMte  with  me  in  laying,  that,  for  hsTHig  crippled,  if 
not  entirely  destroyed,  one  branch  of  thit  unauthorized 
aystem  of  taxation,  the  Pretident  has  given  evidence  of 
lugh  claiBM  to  the  continued  confidence  and  gratitude  of 
the  conHBuntty. 

Hr.  Prendent,  In  the  name  of  our  tacred  Union,  I  pro- 
test agunst  this  miscalled  American  vfatem,  which,  con- 
trary to  Justice,  to  the  constitution  of  our  common  country, 
to  all  the  sacred  rights  of  freemen,  impoaea  a  tax  upon 
ny  constituents,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  another 
•ection  of  the  Union.  It  ia  an  outn^,  to  which  no  pa- 
triotism can  prompt  atiy  people,  cl»nitng  to  be  free,  to 
submit  and  which,  if  persisted  in,  inll  prove  a  hazardous 
emerimeirt,  ao  ki^  u  there  reinaint  one  apark  of  that 
spirit  hi  the  Southetn  States,  which  resitted  the  unauthtv 
ni*d  taxation  of  the  mother  country. 

Mr.  Pre^dent,  in  concluding  my  remarks,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  permit  me  to  read  some  extracts  from  a  joint 
remonstrance  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
AUfaama,  adopted  with  great  unanimity,  sir,  in  both 
brtndws,  in  1638,  by  way  of  showing  how  fiirthe  feelings 
the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  in  aceonhmce 
vith  the  Tiewa  which  I  have  endeavimd  to  declare,  at  one 
of  ^r  repretentattTca. 

**The  General  Attembly  of  Alabama,  alive  to  the 
rights  of  die  people  they  serve,  and  the  interest  of  the 
country  in  which  they  Hve,  (however  painful  the  duty^) 
feel  themaelves  called  on  br  the  crisis  to  protest  most 
■oknmly  against  the  prinnple  aaserted  by  the  General 
Oovenunenttooonind  the  labot  of  the  nation,  by  protect- 
ing  certain  bnnchea  of  dMncatie  induttry,  at  the  expense 
or  others.  We  do  not  complun  ftf  die  power  to  ndse 
revenue  or- r^^kte  commerce,  lliese  powers  are  ex- 
pKttly  granted  to  preserve  the  exbtence  and  promote 
the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  Government.  Nor  do 
we  comphun  of  the  incidental  protection  that  may  result 
from  a  veil  adjusted  "  tariff,"  imposed  on  the  importation 
of  feeeign  goods,  with  a  new  to  revenue  alone,  nor  yet  of 
the  oecMsonnl  inequalitiea  that  most  attend  the  opwation 
of  any  graenl  ^atea.** 

"  It  is  not  of  these  powers  that  we  complain,  but  it  it  the 
assertion  oi  anotter,  and  a  very  Afferent  one.  It  is  the 
assertion  of  the  power  to  impose  a  duty  on  any  article  <Mr 
fi»eign  commerce,  not  because  we  want  revenue,  or  the 
regotttioaa  of  commerce,  as  such  require  improvement) 
but  becBoae  va  want  to  exclude  the  ftre^  in  fiivor  of  the 
doneitie  fcbric  TMt  power  is  not  granted  in  the  eonatita^ 
doniwdniuitbeiiiataiiied,  if«tidl,Vtl>«pl>'^le<Ioctnne 
<^impUatioDt  andf  aa  it  It  not  necessary  to  the  power  to 
raise  revenue  orregalateeommerce,itcannot  be  sostsined 
aaaninoideiital  orimplied  poweri  on  the  contrary,  ttis  a  tob- 
ttantive,  diatinet  power,  resting  on  assumption,  and  fraught 
with  fretful  danger.  It  has  no  limit  but  the  caprice  of 
dkose  who  assert  its  eziatence,  and  is  neeeasarily  subject 
to  all  tiie  wyii^  Tiewi  of  luppoaed  ceerwonience,  and  the 
ft^litive  eoncdti  of  expeAeney.  The  unlMtod  nature  of 
An  power,  and  the  dangerous  porpotea  to  which  it  may 
be  ^pfied,  reader  it  odiaiw,  and  unfit  to  mingle  inhuman 
aSaira.  Ita  natural  offspring  ia  nMnopoIy  t  and  its  natuM 
tcrtdrncy  ia  to  divide  the  eommuru^  ioto'nabobt  and  pau- 

K^  to  aeonmulato  orergrwan  wealth  in  ^handi  oithe 
I  taAtB  ^aUndthe  pwerty,  the  vloei^-ttiatlw  iiiiMfki 


of  the  many.  Thia  alanniiw  {nindf^  laada  to  die  union 
of  the  worst  of  hsman  pMstona.  Cupidi^and  ■Blbitioi^ 
under  itadeletorioQtlnnvence,  adnriiuater  to  eaclh  other, 
at  the  expense  of  the  eomauni^.  CupiiUty  w91  barter 
worlds  for  money  t  and  unehastened  amlntion  wiU  flloh 
from  the  poor  man's  toil  a  portion  of  its  just  reward,  to 
appease  the  cupidity  of  the  cold,  odculating  monopoBst.'* 
**  Let  it  not  be  again  said,  that,  becauie  die  Bootbweit 
and  South  tend  no  ^^ta  to  beaet  the  awbere  of  Con- 
and  have  forborne  to  petition  or  temomlNto  Ir 
every  village,  or  to  call  a  counter  convention,  they  are  ao 
recreant  to  du^,  as  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposed  oppre* 
ston.  On  the  contrary,  let  it  be  distinctly  undmtood  that 
Alabama,  in  common  with  the  Southern  and  Soudiwcttetm 
States,  regardr  the  power  assumed  by  the  General  Go* 
vemment  to  control  her  internal  concern^  by  proteeting 
duties  beyond  the  fair  demands  oS  the  revenue,  as  a  pa£ 
pable  usurpation  of  power  not  pven  1^  theeonatitntion.'' 
Mr.  BENTON,  or  Mittouri,  next  race.  The  meent 
session  ofCongTMS,  Mud  Mr.  B.,  was  looked  to  wiUk  great 
anxiety  by  the  people  of  tMaUitimi,  u  the  one  whioawet 
to  effect  a  Istve  reduction  in  the  public  revenue,  and  aa 
equitable  mocfiflcation  in  the  existm^  tariff.  The  people 
expected  these  things  from  ui{  but  up  to  this  mcmenk 
they  aeem  to  be  in  a  lUr  way  to  be  diaappointedi  Ibr  no 
Un  hat  even  yet  been  brougM  hi  to  aeoon^Ath  their  Joit 
expectations!  end  we  are  now  well  advanced  in  the  fbnitii 
month  of  the  session. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  haa  certainly  per- 
formed his  part.  His  annual  message,  received  by  us  in 
the  first  week  of  December,  contained  a  ttroog  recom- 
mendation to  thia  Congress  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  Govemmenl,  and  to  adjust  the  dutiea  on  lo> 
rewn  importa  to  aa  to  favor  oar  natlnaal  intareat  at  hom^ 
and  eounteraet  adverae  potieyfrom  itoiadt  and  he  abowed 
us,  in  the  same  message,  that  the  atato  of  the  finance^ 
and  the  state  of  the  country,  required  these  things  to  bo 
done,  and  to  be  done  now!  These  reeommendatioaa  wiB 
shield  the  Prendent  from  censure  for  neglect  in  fiiihng  to 
bring  the  subject  o{  the  tariff  befcre  ut)  and  it  ought  to 
shield  him  from  the  inmatation  «f  donUe  deaUn*  en  tlint 
subject.  It  ought  toahew  Mm  from  that  imputlieni  ArUa 
sentiments  are  plainly  expressed,  and  are,  dicrefbre,  intet 
ligiblc.  They  are  publicly  delivered,  ud  are,  thereby, 
UTuversally  known.  They  are  in  accordance  witii  all  ma 
previous  acta  and  words  upon  the  tariff,  sod  are,  there- 
fore, entiUed  to  credit  for  candor  and  sinceri^.  I  migfrt 
go  fijrther,  and  say  that  Ids  sentiments  are  in  aceordanoo 
with  the  public  wishes  and  the  pubKe  inCeratN  bnt  I 
will  not  preaume  to  apeak  &r  a  natienl  I  will  wpcA 
for  mytelf  alone,  and  wfll'taj;  Uiat  tho  Prttiiltnt  lua 
well  expressed  my  sentiments  in  tlus  reconunendatloi^ 
such  as  I  have  often  declared  them  to  the  Senate  hcra^ 
and  to  my  constitoents  at  hornet  tnd,  thia  behig  the  caat^ 
it  u  my  du^,  still  more  than  my  ineKnatian,  to  defend 
these  aentimeota^  at  thia  tane,  and  in  ^  pleee,  Mrai|;— d 
aa  diqr  have  boM  OB  thb  ftowi  and  illgniiitbad  IB  lOBa^ 
totheoountiy. 

I  am  in  fiivM?  of  redudng  die  revenoe  to  the  «Mta  of 
the  Government,  not  only  the  reasons  which  have  been 
mentiened  by  the  Preodent  and  by  tevml  Senates^  but 
for  snotlier  reaaoa  in  addition,  and  which  pretentt  ittelf 
to  my  nrisd  as  a  cowMiot  between  the  Statea  and  A* 
Federal  Government.  We  all  know  diat  the  present  form 
ot  Government  grew  out  of  the  weakaeaaof  the  Goven^ 
■ent  of  Om  ooefodentieni  and  that  dm  tHPK  power  waa 
die  hinge  upon  lAidiAe  change  turned.  "AeCoogrtta 
of  die  c<mfedenliM  hod  no  power  to  tax  die  people  of 
the  States.  It  bad  no  power  over  the  puree.  H  conld 
onfy  ask  for  money  I  and  tlua  bdng  found  a  tlow  way  to  ob- 
tain it.  the  power  oi  tazii^  waa  applied  for.  The  Statct 
refhaad  thia  power,  becaoaa  the  Congreta  m^ 
and  levytoonwht  tkaysafaMdto  Teit1h«< 
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ibe  oonfiedenrtion  with  power  to  levy  datlea  upon  impwts, 
and  to  reguUte  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  St»tH»  be- 
cause they  saw  that,  in'^nmting  these  powers,  they  yielded 
the  unlimited  and  rcsponable  power  of  tuation,  and  left 
themselves  without  defence  against  the  exactions  of  the 
General  (Government.  They  resisted — they  refused.  To 
all  the  solicitations  of  Congress  they  turned  a  deaf  ear. 
and  were  inexorable.  For  ten  years  they  held  outi  but 
the  conroition  id  17S7  inaerted  ttuae  two  powers  in  the 
new  constitution,  and  the  States,  with  infinite  difficul^Ti 
were  induced  to  acquieicet  but  that  acquiescence  was  the 
effect,  not  of  arguments,  but  of  pledges! — pledges  of 
ttut  and  solemn  nature  which  no  man  of  tuit  day 
was  pemutted  to  believe  could  ever  be  violated.  As  I 
eonrider  this  pledge  as  a  corner-stone,  Ijnng  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  present  constitution,  I  wUl  take  care  to  eata- 
bbAi  it  bsr  proofi  and  for  that  purpose  will  have  recourse 
to  the  legislative  hiitoty  of  the  proceedingi  of  the  Con- 
rreta  nT  the  confederatiun  which  led  to  uie  adoption  of 
ne  present  eonslitation,  contained  in  the  first  vodume  oi 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States.  I  read  from  the  Rhode 
Island  objections  to  the  application  Coi^ress  for  power 
to  levy  duties  on,  and  regulate  foreign  commetee* 
:  Here  is  the  objection.  Listen  to  it, 
.  '*That,  by  gnnting  to  Congress  a  power  to  colleot 
■nmiejrafnMn  the  eonmeroe  of  these  StatM,  indefiiutoly 

*  as  to  Mmt  and  quantity,  and  for  the  expenditure  of  which 

*  they  are  not  to  be  accountable  to  the  States,  they  would 
become  independent  of  thehr  oonstitocnts,  and  so  the 

^  proposed  impost  is  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the  Vuted 

*  States.** 

And  bere  i»  the  answer  to  that  objection.  Uiten  to  it 
also. 

*■  Admitting  the  principle  of  this  objection  to  be  true, 
*ititt  it  ought  to  have  no  weight  in  the  present  case,  be- 
*csu8e  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  principle  and  the 
*&ct    The  fund  prMKiaed  is  sufficiently  definite  as  to 

*  time,  because  it  is  only  coextennve  with  the  ejdstence  of 
*the  debt  contracted,  and  to  be  contracted,  in  the  course 

*  of  the  war.   Congress  arc  persuaded  that  it  is  as  remote 

*  from  the  intentitm  of  th«r  constituents  to  perpetuate 
•*  that  debt,  as  to  ex^ngmsb  it  at  once  by  a  faithless  neglect 
>  of  providing  the  means  to  fulfil  tlie  public  engagenients. 

*  Their  ability  to  discbarge  it  rn  a  moderate  time,  can  be 

*  as  httle  doubted  as  their  inelinationt  and  the  nxnnent  that 
<  debt  ceases,  the  du^,  as  fiff  as  it  reapeett  the  present 

*  provision,  ceases  with  it'* 

Hark,  I  beseech  you,  Mr.  Prenlen^  the  language  of 
Uua  objeotkni  and  of  this  answer.  The  objection  is  to' 
the  revenue.raising  power,  and  is  thrcefirfd  in  its  nature. 
1st  Becnnse  the  exerase  of  the  power  was  to  be  inde- 
fli^  as  to  time.  3d.  Because  the  revenue  to-  be  raised 
was  to  be  |inliiiuted  as  to  quantity.  3d.  Because  the 
Fedeni  Congress  was  to  be  unaccountable  to  tiie  Statea 
for  the  expenditure  of  this  revenue.  This  was  the  tlirce- 
fbkl  nature  of  the  objection;  and  the  condunon,  or  infer- 
ence frontbe  whi^,wai^thatsuchagrant  of  power  was 
incomi^tible  with  the  liberty  of  the  States.  Now,  mark 
the  answer.  It  admits  the  concltision  wluchthe  objection 
draws,  but  denies  tbe  premises.  It  admits  tbe  incompatibility 
between  the  liberty  of  the  States,  and  the  grant  of  un- 
fimited  and  irreeponsible  power  of  taxation  in  the  Federal 
fiovemmentt  hut  takes  a  distinction  between  the  princi- 
ple and  the  fiict— between  the  possession  and  the  exercise  of 
unlimited  powert  and,  while  admitting  tbe  tyranny  of  the 
principle,  denies  the  analogy  of  the  and  stdemnly 
pledges  the  whcde  &ith  of  Con^^ss  against  the  exetoise  of 
tfaepower.  Thepledgeiscontaioedintbeaolemn  declata- 
.tion  that  the  duties  imposed  for  tbe  payment  of  the  public 
4lebt  .  shall  oease  to  exist  the  moment  that  debt  is  paid! 
,  Such  was  the  objection,.and  such  ^answer;  and  such 
.tb^  contiAued  to  be,  in  every  stage  of  tbe  prooess,  till 
Ih*  couTcntioa  af       v«i  aassadatedt  end  sAerward^ 


until  the  new  conatltutWm  was  ratified  by  tbe  SttAea.  I  do 
not  quote  from  each  of  these  periods,  because  it  wotdd 
consume  time,  and  present  innumerable  repetitions  of  tike 
same  ttung.  But  1  will*  remark,  tiiat  the  answer  of  the 
Congress  of  to  the  Rhode  Island  objections,  was 
drawn  by  the  men  who  were  the  &theTS  of  the  pre- 
sent constitutitm.  It  was  drawn  by .  General  Hanulton, 
Ur.  Madison,  and  Mr.  FitzMmmoitf,  adopted  by  fioagnm 
unanimously,  and  promulgnted  to  the  States  as  a  pubUe 
official  act.  It  was  the  nunifesto  of  Congress!  and  con. 
stantly  referred  to,  and  relied  upon,  until  the  constftutioD 
was  produced  by  the  convention  of  1787,  and  ratified  by 
the  States.  Hamilton,  Madison,  and  Fitzsimmooa  were  pre. 
sent  at  every  scene — the  f»]enl  convention — the  Stat* 
conventions— the  public  pres^repeating-  their  pkd^ 
and  f^ng  securiQ^  for  the  new  Government  never  to  vio- 
late It.  And  thus  I  cmisider  a  pledge  to  alxdirii  tiie  du- 
ties lened  en  account  of  tbe  puMic  debt,  the  momettt  tlwt 
debt  was  to  be  pud,  to  be  a  compact  between  the  Statea 
and  the  Federu  Government,  and  a  condition  prceedenk 
agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  and  without  which  the 
untimitea  and  irresponsible  power  of  taxation  would 
never  have  been  given  to  this  Congress. 

Forty  yean  have  passad  by-.4he  event  baa  been  delayed 
br  beyiHtd  the  npectationa  of  the  yetf  170— Init  Uin 
event  has  at  last  arrived,  tbe  public  debt  b  paidl  for  aU 
legislative  -  purposes  it  »  now  conndered  aa  paid^  and 
Sutes,  not  one,  but  many,  not  the  new  only,  but  tbe  old 
ones,  who  were  party  to  the  establishmeitt  of  the  Federal 
Government — who  received  from  the  okl  Congress  the 
solemn  pledge  to  aboUah  duties  at  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt— diese  States  now  stand  bewre  you»  and  de- 
mand tbe  redemption  of  diat  pledge.  Sixteen  miUions  of 
revenue  were  raised  for  the  public  debt  last  yearf  the  same 
amount  is  now  levying  for  the  debt  this  yeart  but  next 
year  it  will  not  be  wwited,  nor  in  anjr  year  thereafier;  and 
tlie  abolitien  of  these  sixteen  milliona  iu  now  demanded^  de- 
Ruinded  aa  a  right,  and  that  by  nearly  one-half  the  States  of 
tlus  Union-  I'he  demand  isrcMsted,  and  rewsted  on  the 
ground  that  the  reduction  will  destroy  the  protection  due 
to  domestic  manoftetures,  and  will  eovcr  the  country  with 
desolation,  and  lead  to  the-disK^ution  of  the  Union.  Sir* 
I  pass  over  the  first  and  most  obvious  answer  to  tlus  ob- 
jection— the  answer  which  tells  us  that  the  private  intereata 
of  the  manufiicturers  cannot  be  set  up  to  vacate  a  fuoda- 
mental  compact  between  the  Slates  sjkI  Uie  Federal  Go- 
vernment. 1  pass  over  that  answer  which  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  demuiTer,  admitting  the  fact,  and  denying  its  soffi- 
ciency.  I  pass  over  that  answer,  because  I  do  not  admit, 
but  deny  the  truth  of  the  answer.  I  take  issue  upon  its 
truth;  and  mean  to  go  to  trial  np<m  the  fiiet  befiofe  the 
Anierican  people. 

I  QuuntaiB,  sir,  that  the  federal  revmue  may  be  reduced 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  as  recommended  in  tbe 
President's  message,  not  only  without  destroying  domes- 
tic manufiictures,  hut  without  butting  or  ii^urin^  them  in 
the  slightest  degree.  Tlus  is  my  assertioBl  The  proof 
and  the  demonstration  shall  follow^  tvc  I  know  how  ins^- 
niiicant  it  is  to  make  bold  assertions  without  adoquato 
proofs  at  hand  to  support  them.  And  here*  rir,  permit 
nte  to  presume  that  I  am  a  friend  to  domestic  industry, 
and  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1824  with  the  approbation  of 
my  judgment,  and  for  that  of  182&  with  repugnance  and 
mis^vings.  i  am  a  friend  to  domestic  industry,  and  mean 
to  protecfeit»  according  to  what  I  beUeve  to  be  the  true  p» 
lic^  of  the  country,  sanctioned  by  the  eonstitutioB  and  to 
the  practice  tit  the  frameta  of  the-constittrtion.   I  wiU 


E>e  protection,  as  an  incident  to  revennet  and  this  is  tbe 
nd  of  protection  which  is  coeval  with  the  fbundalioa  of 
our  Government,  and  under  whicb  manufactures  attained 
a  high  degree  of  importance  under  the  first  twenty  yfi* 
of  its  existencet  and  that  without  giviu;  the  least  diasatia- 
&ctioatoMiy  part  of  thcUnieib  ~  As  fir  bnokna  tbe  year 
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1610,  our  nwnu&cturei  had  Attained  tbe  annu&l  value  o^^ 
one  hundred  and  twenfy  miUiont  of  dolhn,  (u  ve  learn 
iirani  Mr.  GaUaUn's  report— a  report  which  ought  to  have 
riiielded  him  from  the  reproach  which  h&a  been  cant  upon 
him  here!)  and  that  under  a  low  rate  of  revenue  duties, 
ranging  from  five  to  fifteen  per  centum.  The  same  rate 
of  protection  would  now  produce  two  hundred  and  fbrt^ 
millions  of  manufacture*  annually— for  our  population  ib 
doubled  nnce  1810.  But  H  ii  not  desired  or  intended,  by 
any  Senators  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  to  reduce  ma- 
mifiicturea  to  the  degree  of  protection  possessed  at  that 
time.  The  lowest  rate  proposed  by  the  anti-tariff  gentle- 
men is  double  and  treble  what  it  tlien  was;  and,  for  my- 
self,  1  shall  not  go  so  low  as  they  do. 

1  now  proceed  to  the  proof  of  my  assertion  that  the  re- 
venue may  be  reduced  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
without  affecting'  or  impairing  the  successful  progress  of 
any  manufiusture.  And  here  i  would  ask,  how  many,  and 
which  are  the  articles  that  require  the  present  hig^  rate 
of  protection?  Certainly  not  the  cotton  manufiicture;  for 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Hr.  Clat,]  who  appears  on 
this  floor  as  the  leading  champion  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures^  and  whose  admissions  of  fact  must  be  conclusive 
agunst  his  arguments  of  theory!  this  Senator  tells  you, 
aod  dwells  upon  the  disclosure  with  triumphant  exultation, 
that  American  cottons  are  now  exported  to  Asia,  and  sold 
at  a  DK^t  in  the  cotton  markets  of  Canton  and  Calcutta! 
Sorely,  nr,  our  tariff  laws  of  1824  and  1838  are  not  in 
force  in  Bengal  and  China.  And  I  appeal  to  all  mankind 
for  the  trutli  of  the  inference,  that,  if  our  cottons  can  go 
to  these  countries,  and  be  sold  at  a  profit  without  any  pro- 
tection at  all,  they  can  stay  at  home,  and  be  sold  to  our 
own  citizens*  without  loss,  under  a  less  protection  than  50 
and  350  per  centum!  One  ftct,  Mr.  President,  is  said  to 
be  worth  a  thousand  theoriest  I  will  add  that  it  is  worth  a 
kindred  thousand  speeches;  and  this  fact,  that  American 
cottons  now  traverse  the  one-half  of  the  circumference  of 
this  riobe— cross  the  equinoctial  line — descend  to  the  an- 
tipodes— seek  foreign  cottons  on  the  double  theatre  of 
British  and  Asiatic  competition,  and  come  off  victorious 
from  the  contest — is  a  full  and  overwhelming  answer  to 
all  the  speeches  thathave  been  made,  or  ever  can  be  made, 
in  tvmr  of  high  protecting  duties  on  these  cottons  at 
boroe.  The  trnly  effect  <iS  such  duties  is  to  cut  off  con- 
sumption— to  create  mnnopdy  at  home — to  enable  our 
mana&cturers  to  selltheir  goods  higher  to  tiieir  own  chris- 
tian fellow-citizens,  than  to  the  pagan  worshippers  of  Fo 
and  of  Brahma!  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  toe  Ganges 
and  the  Burrampooter  to  wear  American  cottons  upon 
che^er  terms  than  tiie  inhi^itants  of  Uie  Ohio  and  Iflis- 
sissippL  And  every  Western  citiien  knows  the  fact,  that 
when  these  shipments  of  American  cotttms  were  making 
to  the  extremities  of  Aua,  the  price  of  these  same  cottons 
was  actually  raised  30  and  35  per  cent,  in  all  the  towns  of 
the  West:  with  this  further  oifierence  to  our  prejudice, 
that  we  can  only  pay  for  them  io  money,  while  the  inha- 
bitants of  Asia  owJte  payment  in  the  pradiKts  of  their 
own  country. 

Thia  i>  what  the  gentleman's  admisrion  provedt  but  I  do 
Dot  come  here  to  argue  upon  admismms,  whether  candid, 
or  unguarded,  of  the  advetsaiy  speakers.  1  tbring  my 
own  beta  and  proofsi  and,- really,  sir,  1  have  a  mind  to 
complain  that  the  gentieman's  admission  about  cottons 
has  crippled  the  loroe  of  my  argument — that  it  has 
weakened  iu  effect,  by  letting  out  lialf  at  a  time,  and  de- 
stroyed its  ikovelty,  by  an  anticipated  revelation.  The 
txutb  is,  1  have  this  fut  (that  we  exported  domestic  cotr 
tana)  troasured  up  in  my  msg^ine  cu  argiunenti  and  ui- 
tended  to  produce  it  at  the  proper  time,  to  show  that  we 
exported  this  article,  not  to  Canton  aod  Calcutta  alone, 
but  to  ail  quarters  of  the  globei  not  a  few  cargoes  only, 
by  way  o£  experiowDt,  bitt  in  neat  quaotitieik  as  a  regu- 
lar  trade  to  the  aaooBt  of  it  naiioii  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 


lars annuallyf  and  tint,  of  tlds  amount,  no  less  than  forty 
thousand  dollars  worth  in  die  year  1830  had  ifone  what 
the  combined  Beets  and  armies  of  the  world  ooakl  not  doi 
it  had  scaled  the  rack  of  -Gibraltar,  penetrated  to  the  heart 
fii  the  Britidi  garrison,  taken  possession  of  his  Britannic 
l^jeaty's  sokUers,  bound  their  arms,  legs,  and  bodies,  and 
strutted  in  triumph  over  the  ramparts  and  batteries  of  that 
^attackable  fortress;  and  now,  nr,  I  will  use  no  more  of 
the  gentleman's  adniSHOnB.  I  will  draw  upon  my  own 
resources;  and  will  show  nearly  the  whole  list  of  our  do- 
mestic manufactures  to  be  in  the  same  flourishing  condi- 
tion with  cottons  actually  gwng  a)>nmd  to  seek  competi- 
tion, without  protection,  in  every  foreini  cUme,  and 
contending  victoriously  with  foreign  manuuctures  when- 
ever they  can  encounter  them.  1  read  frtun  the  custom- 
house returns  of  1830-^e  last  that  hla  been  printed. 
Listen  to  it! 

Domestic  Mccnufadura  exported  in  1830. 
Soap  and  tallow  candles       -         -         -  KI9,338 

Leather  boots  and  shoes        -          -          -  338.603 

Household  fiirniture  ....  239,463 

Coaches  and  carriages         ...  5I,130 

HaU   309,363 

Saddlery   36,601 

Wax   153,666 

Spirits  from  grun,  beer,  ale,  8tc.      -         •  225,337 

Snuff  and  tobacco,  (manufactured)  -         -  346,74r 

Linseed  oil  and  spirits  of  turpentine           -  35^9 

Cordage   4,135 

Iron,  pig,  bar,  and  nails       ...  96,183 

Castings  of  iron        ....  35,406 

All  mantifactures  of  irOa      -         -         -  177,87'6 

Spirita  from  molasses          -         -         -  49,798 

Sugar,  refined         ....  193,084 

Gunpowder   -         -         -         .         .  138,635 

Copper  and  brass,  (manufactured)   -         *  36,601 

Medical  drugs           -          -          -          -  92,154 

FVinted  and  colored  ootton  goods    <        -  61,800 

White  cotton  goods  -  964,196 

Nankeen  cottons      -  1,093 

Twis^  yam,  and  thread  do.            -  34,744 

All  other  manufactures  of  cotton      -  .       -  366,350 

Wearing  apparel      -  103,277 

Combs  and  buttons   -  134,589 

Umbrellas  and  parasols        -         .         -  S5,796 

Leather  and  morocco  skins   ...  70,968 

Frinting  presses  and  ^pes    -                   -  10,361 

Books  and  maps        ....  33,004 

Paper  and  other  stationery    ...  40,334 

Paints  and  varnidi     ....  13,716 

Vinegar        -  '                -         -         -  6,699 

Earthen  and  stone  ware       ...  2,773 

Glasa   60,280 

Artificial  flowers      ....  13,707 

Molasses       ,         .         .         .         .  ^,966 

Trunks                  -         -                   -  6,654 

Salt,  (domestic)       ....  33,978 

lliis  is  the  list  of  domestic  manufactures  exported  to 
foreign  countries.  -  It  comprehends  the  whole,  or  nesriy 
the  iriiole,  of  that  long  catalogue  of  items  which  the  Se- 
nator  from  Kentaicky  [Hr.  Clat]  read  to  us  onthesecond 
day  of  his  discourse;  and  allows  the  whole  to  be  going 
abroad,  without  a  shadow  of  protection,  to  seek  compe- 
ti(Hi,  in  foreign  markets,  with  the  foreign  goods  of  all 
the  world.  The  list  of  articles  I  have  read,  contains  near 
fifty  varietiea  of  manu&cturea,  (and  I  have  omitted  many 
minor  article^)  amounting,  in  Talne.  to  near  six  millions  of 
dellarp!  And  now  behold  the  diversity  of  human  reason- 
ing! The  Senator  from  Kentucky  exhibits  a  list  of  arti- 
cles manufactured  in  the  United  States,  ami  argues  that 
the  sUghtest  dimtnntion  in  the  enormous  protection  they 
now  enjoy,  irill  overwhrhn  the  whole  in  mm,  and  cover 
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tile  land  with  deaol>ti<m.  I  exhibit  the  Mine  liit,  and 
Argue  that  theie  miticlef  can  bear,  wititout  injuiy,  a  reiy 
conaiderable  dimimition.  He  nys,  if  there  ia  the  leaat 
diminution,  foreigner*  will  come  here  and  undenell  thentt 
I  Bay,  no,  because  theae  articlea  now  go  abroad,  and  un- 
dersell foreigner^  in  foreign  nw]cet%  without  a  particle 
of  protection.  Tlui  ia  the  difference  ia  our  reaaoning, 
Ibr  our  fhcts  are  tbe  Mmet  and  which  ia  right,  I  leave  to 
the  common  aenae  of  all  mankind  to  say. 

I  do  not  propose  to  aomment,  item  by  item,  on  all  the 
artieles  contained  in  tUs  list  I  hare  rnd  it  in  detail,  and 
Uare  the  reAectiona  which  tbe  reading  luggeiu  to  the 
underatandii^  of  otbera.  A  few  items  only  I  will  ez- 
anune,  for  the  purpoae  of  excm|dtf|ring  my  own  opinion 
of  the  tariff,  and  or  the  kind  of  nkodification  it  ought  to 
receive.  In  some  instances,  the  manobcture  ii  so  gene- 
rally diffused,  and  the  price  reduced  so  low  by  donieatie 
competition,  that  the  duty  is  a  dead  letter,  giving  no  pre- 
ference to  ihe  artisan,  adding  no  increase  of  price  to  the 
purcbasert  and,  in  such  cases,  no  practical  man  should 
trouble  himself  id>out  the  duty.  In  other  instances,  the 
domestic  aupply  is  fkr  from  being  equal  to  the  ^nundj 
lat^  foreign  auppliea  must  be  procund,  Md  the  duty  on 
the  foreign  articlea  is  paid  by  tbe  conwmert  in  such 
instances,  there  ought  to  be  a  reasonable  reduction.  In 
other  instances,  again,  the  duty  enables  a  few  to  engross 
tiie  domestic  market,  and  to  exact  extortionate  prices, 
where,  in  fact,  no  du^  is  nccessau^  at  all  to  give  tliem  a 
ftir  pro&tt  and,  in  such  cases,  the  duty  should  be  abo- 
Uriied.  In  other  instances,  the  foreign  article  has  no 
rival  or  substitute  manu&ctwred  in  the  United  Statest  and, 
in  auch  cases,  the  foreign  article  should  be  freed  from 
dutjr.  I  do  not  now  travel  over  the  list  to  exeinplily  these 
positionst  the  time  will  come  for  that  exemplineation 
when  we  arrive  at  the  detwls  of  the  bill.  1  willtake  two 
items  only  to  illustrate  some  part  of  my  meaning,  namely, 
iron  and  salt.  The  list  shows  a  large  exportation,  up- 
warda  of  $300,000  worth  of  domestic  iron,  and  its  manji- 
Aeuiria.  Tuniing  to  the  detailed  statement  from  which 
titis  aummary  list  is  compiled,  and  ve  find  thii  entry  under 
the  bead  of  nails — 

"ToCuba,  1,030,376  lbs.-^ue  961,216.** 

Now,  air*  let  any  person  who  can  work  a  sum  in  the 
gdden  rule  of  three,  calculate  the  price  of  these  nuls  per 
pound.  He  will  find  it  to  be  less  titan  six  centst  and  whether 
these  exported  nails  consisted  of  an  assortment  which  is 
most  probable,  or  were  all  of  the  lowest  price,  which  is 
imposuble  to  believe,  it  will  turn  out  that  American  nails 
are  exported  for  less  than  they  are  sold  tA  home:  for  it  is 
incontestable  that  tbe  people  of  the  West  pqr  more  than 
six  cents  a  pound  for  their  nails. 

The  list  alao  contains  this  item — 
"  Salt,  #22,378." 

Turning  to  the  detailed  statement,  and  we  find  that  this 
wtX%  of  domestic  manuOtcture  goes  to  Canada,  actually  goes 
into  lua  Britamuc  Majeaty^s  ^MoinionB^  wbm  British  salt 
cones  free  of  doty,  and  where  it  has  to  contend  with  that 
Bait,  upon  ita  own  territory,  and  without  a  particle  of  pro- 
tection. Now,  why  not  contend  with  it  also  at  home, 
upon  our  territories,  upon  tiie  same  terms^  It  can  cer- 
tainly stand  the  competition  better  at  home  than  idiroad. 
Why,  then,  does  it  want  protection  at  home^  Ut.  Presi- 
dent, another  opportotdly  wiU  present  itself  for  going  at 
large  into  the  whole  question  m  tlw  salt  taxi  but  I  can- 
not permit  this  opportunity — so  forcibly  presented  by  the 
actual  view  of  American  salt  exported  to  the  Britiui  do- 
minions— to  pass  by,  without  unfidding  the  peculiar  opera- 
tion of  the  tariff  Uws  upon  this  article  of  univerau  and 
prime  necessity.  I  will  make  a  brief  exposition  of  this 
cruel  operatiooj  and,  first,  we  will  see  the  quantity  and 
value  of  foragn  salt  imported  into  tbe  Umtcn  States,  as 
•hmm  in  the  costDin-houM  nturu  1830. 


i  far     year  mao. 


■ailwb. 

Priea 

CI 

From  the  Swedish  West 

Indies,       .  - 

6,278 

#  500 

8 

Danish  West  Indies, 

24,333 

2,656 

11 

Dutch  Wiiat  Indies. 

95,483 

7,306 

7S 

Enriand. 

3.083.347 

469,711 

lU 

Scotland,      -  • 

1,575 

293 

lift 

Ireland,        *  - 

56,798 

11,556 

*vr 

Gibraltar, 

37,360 

4,146 

British  West  Indies, 

70^^526 

65,618 

British  American 

Colonies^   •  - 

3,926 

1,583 

40| 

Other  BntUh  Colo- 

nies. -      -  - 

16,203 

1,250 

7* 

France,  on  llie  Me* 

6  772 

71 

Havti.    -       -  . 

'962 

i2i 

Spain,  on  the  At- 

lantic,      -  • 

29,665 

Spain,  on  tiie  Medi- 

t^praneui..  -  - 

86,372 

7,574 

Cuba*  - 

17,296 

6,849 

39f 

Otiier  Spanish  West 

Indies, 

607 

50 

Portugal, 

620,188 

49,621 

a 

Fayal  and  other 

Axorea,  • 

6,489 

835 

12* 

Cape  de  VerdUands* 

6,682 

510 

7* 

H 

Sicily,  . 

15,375 

569 

Italy  and  Malta, 

35,915 

3,007 

H 

Trieste  and  other 

Adriatic  ports,  - 

9,363 

310 

Turkey,  Lmnt,and 

Eyypt.       -  - 

8,588 

907 

10* 

Mexico, 

157 

86 

54* 

Colombia, 

1,000 

200 

10 

Braail,  - 

1,647 

173 

10* 

West  Indies  gene- 

rally,       -  . 

3,906 

300 

10} 

5,374^046 

671,970 

In  this  list,  nr,  behold  the  import  price — ^tbe  first  cost — 
of  all  the  varie^  (rf*  nit  imported  into  the  United  States. 
See  the  pure,  natural,  crystallized,  sun-made  salt,  wbtdi 
comes  firom  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  and  the  West  In- 
dies, costing  seven,  eight,  or  nine  cents  a  buritel.  Bee 
that  which  comes  from  the  coasts  and  the  islands  of  tbe 
Mediterranean,  and  the  head  of  the  Adriatic  sea,  and 
which  is  eqiia%  pure,  strong,  and  good,  eoiting  no  more 
than  three,  fbur,  five,  and  six  cents  a  bushel.  Then  look 
at  the  ^rice  of  this  salt  in  the  seaport  tovns^  genenll7 
ranging  Iwiween  forty  and  fifty  cents  a  bushel;  look  eX 
the  price  of  the  same  salt  in  the  interior  of  the  country^, 
when  sold  to  the  fiirmer,  and  observe  this  price  increased 
to  about  one  cbllar,  and  the  bu^l  reduced  to  fifty  pounds; 
observe  these  tilings  Hid  tell  me  the  reason  of  uuaezoe^ 
ffive,  tiiis  monstrous,  din  astonishbi^  di^miportion  b^ 
tween  the  import  and  the  retail  pnee.  Look  at  the 
respective  prices  of  tbe  Bnrliah  flre^nade  salt,  and  the 
natural  sun-made  salt,  which  comes  firom  twenty  other 
countries,  and  tell  me  the  reason  why  that  whi^  coat 
double,  and  is  worth  but  half  as  much  as  the  otiter,  srfls 
for  about  the  same  price  in  our  market.  Tell  me  wliy  it 
is  that  all  qoilitiea  are  leveUed,  and  all  nricea  raised,  to 
die  lime  itanibTd,  Hid  prgiti  oirfciir  or  five  Iwndrcd  per 
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centum  exacted  on  fome  de«riptioiu  of  salt.  Sir, 
I  will  tell  you  the  reascHiB  all  these  enormitiea,  and 
I  w^l  prove  it  to  you  beSkka.  It  is  tlie  tariff  which  does 
it!  It  i*  the  tarin,  which,  giving  birth  to  a  race  of  re- 
graters  in  the  seaports,  and  monopolizers  in  the  interior, 
throws  all  the  foreign  salt  into  the  hands  of  one  set,  and 
all  the  domestic  salt  mto  the  hands  of  the  othect  «>d  ei»- 
•blea  the  two  classes  to  fix  ttietr  own  prices,  and  to  exact 
wlwt  they  please  for  every  varieQr  of  the  article,  without 
regard  to  the  diifDrence  in  cost  or  qoali^. 

The  tariff*  does  it,  and  this  is  the  process:  A  vessel  ar- 
rives from  the  dominioits  of  a  foreign  Power  with  salt. 
Before  a  permit  can  be  obtained  to  land  it  on  the  soil  of 
the  United  States,  tlie  duty  must  be  paid  in  ready  money, 
or  bond  and  security  given  to  pay  It  in  nine  months.  If  paul 
in  rady  money,  the  interest  fur  nine  months  is  diiooiuitedi 
if  credit  is  lakeli,  the  t»rincipal  and  seeiuitiea  in  the  bond 
are  all  required  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This 
is  the  lav.  Now  for  the  practical  operation  of  the  law. 
The  importer  who  has  brought  this  salt  to  sell,  and  which 
he  wishes  to  sell  at  four,  five,  six,  seven,  eifi^t,  or  nine 
cents  a  bushel,  did  not  bring  along  witli  him  spare  cash  at 
the  Rite  of  ten  cents  a  bushel,  (which  is  the  present  duty,) 
to  pay  the  American  Government  before  he  can  sell  his 
wit  to  American  citizeni.  He,  therefore,  cannot  pay  the 
duty  in  ready  money.  Credit  becomes  hia  only  reaoureet 
and,  to  get  American  securities  to  his  bond,  the  salt  must 
be  sold  or  consigned  to  American  citizens.  Thisthrows  the 
whole  foreign  salt  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  men,  who 
make  it  theu*  business,  and  tiieir  profit,  eitherto  go  secu- 
rity and  Uke  the  salt  to  sell,  or  to  buy  it  at  once  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  importer,  and  assume  the  duties  to  the 
Govenunent.  And  this  is  the  practical  operation  xif  the 
law.  Havmg  all  the  salt  in  their  own  handv  the  next 
thing  is  to  fix  the  price,  and  that  is  done  by  adding  the  du^ 
to  the  cost,  and  putting  as  many  huniued  per  cent  as 
they  please  upon  ooth,  for  their  profit,  and  tim  brings  the 
price  to  forty  or  fifiy  cents-  This  is  the  process  of  the 
regrater  in  the  seaportt  the  monopoliser  m  the  interior 
keeps  pace  with  his  brodtert  and,  between  the  two,  the 
fiumer  pan  four  prices  for  his  bushel  of  salt,  and  then 
gets  a  weighed  bushel  of  fifty  pounds,  measuring  httle 
taarr  than  half  a  bu^l,  instead  of  a  measured  bushel, 
weighing  from  seventy-ox  to  eighty-four  pounds.  Such 
IS  the  operation  of  the  tariif  upon  the  price  of  salt! 
Abolish  the  duty,  and  introduce  a  free  trade,  and  what 
would  bethe  consequence?  Wliy,  sir,  the  importer  would 
never  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  regraters.  He  would 
land  lus  salt  without  a  permit— without  taxr— without 
bond— end  sell  it  in  the  tiirer,  or  at  the  wharf,  to  any  one 
that  would  buy  it;  or  he  would  ucend  into  the  interior 
wth  H,  bartering  his  salt  with  the  farmers,  against  their 
proriMMu,  and  Uiat  at  first  cost,  withoutduty,  or  advance 
upon  cost  and  duty.  The  manufacturer  would  have 
n  fair  price  for  the  domestic  articlet  for  freight  would 
operate  as  a  protection,  and  be  equal  to  a  duty  of  near 
twentv  cents,  and  give  a  better  profit  upon  their  capiul 
than  nrmers  and  planters  are  receiving.  This  would  be 
the  state  of  our  salt  trade  if  the  duty  wsa  ^M^edt  and 
cvefy  interest  of  the  fiumer  requires  the  abolition. 

1  pass  on  to  another  topic.  The  fine  effects  of  the  high 
tftrin  upon  the  prosperity  ofthe  West  have  been  celebrated 
on  this  fioor:  with  bow  much  reasm,  let  facts  respond,  and 
the  people  judge!  I  do  not  think  we  are  indebted  to  the 
lugh  tariff  for  our  fertile  lands  and  our  navigable  rivcrst 
ai^  1  am  certain  we  are  indebted  to  these  bleasit^  for  the 
prusperi^  we  enjoy.  In  allUiat  cotnes  from  the  soil,  the 
pec^leof  the  West  are  rich.  They  have  an  abundant 
supply  of  fi>od  for  man  and  beast,  and  a  large  surplus  to 
■end  ahrond.  They  have  the  comfortable  living  which  in- 
dustry creates  for  itself  in  a  rich  soil)  but,  bey<md  this, 
thcT  are  poor.  They  have  aoBe  of  the  splei^id  works 
whiofa  unply  the  prestnee  of  ^  moneyM  powerl  No 


Appian  <n-  Flammian  w«yit  no  roads  paved  or  McAdaoH 
ized;  no  canals,  except  wliat  are  made  upon  borrowed 
means;  no  aqueducts;  no  bridges  of  stone  across  our  in- 
numerable streams;  no  edifices  dedicated  to  eternity;  no 
schools  for  the  fine  artsi  not  a  public  library  which  an  or- 
dinary scholar  would  not  apolotpze.  And  why  none  of 
diose  things?.  Have  the  people  of  the  West  no  taste 
for  public  impTOvements,  far  tlie  useful  wkI  the  fine  art^ 
and  for  literature?  Certainly  th^  have  a  very  strong 
taste  for  them;  but  they  have  no  moneyl  not  enot^E 
for  private  and  current  uses,  not  enough  to  defray  our  cur- 
rent expenses,  and  buy  necessaries!  inthout  thinking  of 
public  improvements.  We  have  no  mmey!  and  that  is 
a  tale  which  has  been  toM  too  often  here — chanted  too 
dolefully  in  the  book  of  lamentations  which  was  composed 
ftff  the  death  of  the  Maysvill^  road— to  be  denied  or 
suppressed  now.  lliey  have  no  adequate  supply  of  mo- 
ney. And  why?  Have  they  no  exports.'  NothtwtoMnd 
abroad?  Certainly  they  have  no  exports.  Beh^  the 
marching  myriads  of  livii^  animals  annually  taktf«  their 
departure  from  the  heart  of  the  West,  defiling  through 
the  gorges  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Alleghany,  and  the 
Appalachian  mountains,  or  tntveraing  the  plains  of  the 
South,  diverging  as  they  mardt,  and  spreading  thenwelves 
all  over  that  nat  segmcot  of  our  territorial  «tcle  which 
lies  between  the  dlnoudtes  of  the  llisdssippi  and  the  et- 
ttiary  of  the  Potomac!  Behold,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
fifing  steamboats,  and  the  fleets  of  floating  arka^  loaded 
with  the  products  of  the  forest,  tlie  farm,  and  the  pasture, 
following  the  course  of  our  noble  rivers,  and  bearing  their 
freights  to  that  great  city  which  revives,  upon  the  oanks 
ofthe  Hisrissippi,  the  name*  ofthe  greatest  of  the  empe- 
rors that  ever  reigned  upon  the  banks  ^  the  Hber,  and 
who  eclipsed  the  glory  of  his  own  henue  expknti  by 
givii^  an  order  to  Ids  legions  never  to  levy  ■  contribution 
of  salt  upon  a  Reman  oitiaen!  Beh<4d.this  double  line  ot 
exports,  and  observe  the  refluent  currents  of  gold  and 
silver  which  result  from  them!  Large  are  the  supplies — 
millions  are  the  unaunt  which  is  annually  poured  into 
the  Wcht  fiom  theae  double  exportationa;  enou^  to  co- 
ver the  hoc  ofthe  earth  with  magnificent  improvements, 
and  to  cram  every  indaitrious  pouet  with  gold  and  silver. 
But  where  isthismoney?  foritisnotintheoountfyl  Where 
does  it  go?  for  go  it  does,  end  scarcely  leaves  a  vestige 
of  its  tranut  behind!  Sir,  it  goes  to  the  Northeast!  to  the 
seat  of  the  American  system!  there  it  goes!  andthusit  goes! 

1.  To  pay  our  propcmion  of  twenty-eight  millions  of 
duties,  ami  eiglit  or  ten  millions  of  merchants'  pn^t  upon 


nutacturera  will  receive  nothing  from  our  merchants  but 
money.  3.  It  goes  to  pay  our  heavy  proportions  of  the 
millions  which  are  expended  in  making  roods  and  canals, 
erecting  breakwaters,  digging  harbors,  building  sea  wails, 
and  stretching  causeways  to  Smut^  Nose  islud,  in  the 
Northeast.  4.  It  goes  to  pay  for  public  lands;  for  which 
object  about  three  millions  of  dollars  were  taken  from 
us  last  yeu-g  and  the  American  system,  as  we  have  beca 
lately  told,  means  to  keep  up  that  enormous  levy  for  two 
of  her  fiivorite  objects.  5.  Above  all,  it  goes  to  supply 
tliat  Biitisb  institution — that  real  head  and  boms  or  the 
American  system,  miscalled  Bank  of  the  United  States— 
witli  perennial  supplies  of  hard  mtnieyi  and  to  pay  her 
the  Mty  days*  collection  in  advance  of  interest,  bank  in- 
terest, on  twenty-six  milliona  of  bank  debt;  half  of  it  in 
domestic  billsofexchaiige,a  sort  of  fiscal  metempnchoHs 
—now,  a  {nrnnissMy  note  in  the  interiori  next,  a  draft  on 
the  seaboard — and  gathering  usance  at  each  transDUgr^ 
tion  with  a  rapidity  ef  accumulation  which  might  excite 


■  Drrind  ikua[  Htw  Orkaat-Reton,  D«kt  sfOthsas  OriMnib  la 
rnMV-AanlMMii^  in  Oaul— AanUan,  Bafctar. 
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the  ciipiditf  or  old  Shjrhxsk  himself,  and  tiutke  him  lift  his 
head  from  Pluto's  dreary  realms,  to  admire  and  envy.  In 
these  five  ways,  the  West  is  regularly  stripped  of  its  ef- 
fective cash.  The  American  system  carries  it  oflT.  The 
long  arms  of  that  aystem  pick  up  her  gold  and  silver,  as 
an  elephant's  proboscis  would  lilt  a  pin.  They  pluck  her 
clean;  ihey  pick  her  to  the  bone!  and  the  only  remedy  is 
to  ampuUte  some  of  these  arms,  and  shorten  the  others. 
Reduce  the  duties  from  twenty-eight  miHions  to  about 
twelve;  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  make 
donations  to  settlers  and  to  the  States,  for  public  purpoeest 
give  us  a  barter  instead  ofa  cash  trade  for  ^odsi  let  us  have 
good  woollens,  at  low  price,  for  tobacco,  instead  of  inferior 
ones,  at  double  price,  forcarii;  stop  our  beav^  contributions 
to  Atlantic  seaboard  improvement;  get  rid  of  the  bank  debt, 
and  its  desolating  exactions  for  interest,  and  usupr,  and 
hard  money.  Po  us  these  favors,  or  rather  this  justice, 
and  the  West  will  soon  fill  up  with  gold  and  silver.  It  will 
have  money  enough,  and  good  enough,  for  H  will  consist 
of  the  preoous  metals.  Public  objecU  and  private  wanU 
will  Rnd  their  ample  and  tlieir  adequate  Mipply.  The 
returns  from  our  exportt  will  make  ua  as  rich  m  money  as 
we  are  in  produce. 

I  hope,  Mr.  President,  1  have  jiistifiedmy  assertion  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  the  least  harm,  much  less  of  total 
destniction,  to  our  dumestic  industry,  from  the  operation 
of  reducing  our  revenues  to  the  wants  of  tiie  Government. 
The  specire  of  desolation,  so  frightfully  paraded  before 
us,  vanishes  before  afew  plain  facts;  before  the  single  &ct, 
that  neariy  tlie  whole  or  these  manufiwtures  are  going 
abroad,  without  protection,  which  are  to  die  at  home,  if  a 
hur  of  their  protectioii  is  touched.  The  reason  alleged 
againstthis  reduction  of  revenue  ceases  to  exist.  The  argu- 
ment is  nullified  by  facts;  and  tlie  question  stands  naked  be- 
fore us  for  final  decinon.  Will  this  Congress  redeem  the 
pledg«  upon  which  the  unlimited  ami  im^onaible  power 
of  taxation  was  obtained  from  the  States.'  Wilt  it  abolish 
the  rixteen  millions  now  raised  on  account  of  the  pubhc 
debt,  and  no  longer  wanted  for  that  debt?  Will  it  keep 
the  Mth  of  the  Ccmgress  of  the  confederation,  and  of  tlic 
facers  of  the  constitution*  Or  will  it  establish  "the  ana- 
lly between  the  principle  and  the  fuct,"  between  the 
principle  of  tyranny  contained  in  the  power  to  levy  taxes 
without  limitation  of  time,  without  stmt  of  quantity,  and 
without  accountability  for  its  expenditure,  and  tlie  tact  of 
the  actual  exercpe  of  that  powers  This  is  the  naked 
question  which  stands  before  us!  And  I,  sir,  who  know, 
nam  the  lessons  of  all  history,  that  no  free  Government 
ever  broke  into  ft-sgments,  or-sunk  into  monarchy,  until 
civil  rulers  had  prepared  it  for  destruction,  and  exaspe- 
rated the  people  to  madness,  will  take  public  faith,  and 
equal  justice,  and  amicable  concession,  for  my  guides  on 
this  occsKon.  I  will  vote  for  relief  to  the  burden-bearing 
portionB  of  this  confederacy-— substantial,  visible,  and  tan- 
gible relief  to  the  South,  where  I  was  bcu<nt  to  the  West, 
where  I  livei  I  will  vote  for  the  reduction  oif  revenue,  un- 
til sixteen  millions  of  taxes  are  abolished. 

I  do  not  now  go  into  Uie  ai  ticleson  which  this  reduction 
should  fall;  but  there  is  one  article,  most  pre-eminently 
entitled  to  a  place  in  the  list  of  reductions,  which  has, 
nevertheless,  been  held  up  here  for  bard  and  permanent 
taxation — which  has  been  so  ostentatiously  claimed  as  a 
permanent  source  of  revenue,  that  1  should  be  recreant  to 
my  priiKupUa  and  my  dutjr,  and  inseninble  to  a  public  de- 
flanee,  if  I  did  not  notice  it.  1  allude  to  the  public  lands; 
and  to  that  new  revelation  of  the  beauties  of  the  Ameri- 
can ^stem,  which  is  to  keep  up  their  price  to  an  arbitrary 
height,  and  appropriate  their  proceeds  to  seaboard  im- 
provement in  the  Northeast,  (tor  to  that  complexion  has 
our  internal  improvement  system  degenerated,)  and  to  the 
colonization  of  free  negroes  upon  the  coast  of  Africa.  Sir, 
these  lands — a  large  part  of  then^were  given  by  Virgi- 
nia, North  Carolina,  and  Georg;ia,  for  the  payment  of  Uie 


public  debt;  the  proceeds  of  all  the  lands— those  bought 
from  France,  as  well  as  those  received  from  the  States 
were  pledged  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  The 
debt  is  paid!  and,  in  the  millennium  of  its  extinction,  in 
the  national  jubilee  of  a  great  nation  fW«d  fi-om  naticmd 
debt,  the  farmers  of  the  West  hoped  to  come  in  for  a 
^are  of  the  enjoyment!  they  hoped  for  relaxation  in  the 
arbitrary  price  of  public  lands.  They  hoped  for  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  or  the  soil,  and  fbr  donations  and  settle- 
ment rights.  But  it  seems  that  the  American  system  has 
cast  her  eye  over  the  wide  extent  of  our  public  domun. 
She  has  lurveyed  the  unsold  acres!  She haa  marked Uiem 
fbr  herown!  The  devouringcryof  theTtiiunvintesDldiera 
on  the  banks  of  the  P<^  is  to  resound  through  the  linvst 
and  the  prairies  i^  the  Vest:  .HSee  mea  nm/.'— 4nd  the 
9*i?K^Btion  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasufy  (Mr.  Mc 
Jjiiie)  "to  dispense  with  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of 
revenue,"  is  stigmatized  in  advance  as  the  maddest  of  all 
mad  and  wild  conceptions.  Sir,  1  do  not  mention  this  sub- 
ject to  go  into  this  discussion  now;  an  appropriate  time 
is  coming  fbr  that  purpose  in  the  discusrion  ot  the  gndo- 
ation  bil^  which  is  next  in  order;  but  I  mention  it  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  notice  the  stigma  which  Iksa  been  cast 
upon  tiie  plans  of  myself  and  friends,  and  to  pledge 
myself  to  their  vindication — to  pledge  myself  to  prove,  at 
the  proper  time,  that  the  plans  which  have  been  denounc- 
ed as  "mad"  and  "  wild,"  are  the  plans  of  reason  and 
justice,  approved  by  the  wisdom  of  all  ages,  sanctioned 
by  the  practice  of  all  nations,  called  fbr  by  the  imploring 
voice  of  the  new  States,  and  due  to  the  necesMtiet  of  thor 
actual  condition. 

I  proceed,  Mr.  President,  to  the  second  brandi  of  my 
subject,  namely,  the  principle  on  which  the  reduction  of 
revenue  should  be  made.  Sir,  I  advocate  a  system  of  dis- 
criminating duties.  I  am  fbr  regrdating  foreign  commerce 
according  to  the  theory  of  the  constitution,  and  accwding 
to  the  united  intentions  of  all  those  who  framed  and  rattflea 
that  instrument.  I  go  back  to  the  true  intent  of  the  een> 
stitution,  and  ask  ftH*  the  execution  of  the  danae  which 
autliorizes  Congress  to  regulate  foreign  eoaimerce.  These 
are  tiic  words:  **  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  But  here  comes  a  difficulty. 
This  word,  regulate,  is  a  stumblingblock  to  Congress:  its 
meaning  is  the  puzxie  of  the  tlay.  Some  suppose  it  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  levy  duties,  for  the  sapp<nt  of  the 
Government;  as  if  the  power  to  levy  duties  was  not  ex- 
pressly given  in  another  place!  Some  suppose  it  contuns 
a  power  to  establish  and  protect  raanufiicturea.  Sir,  such 
interpretations  are  enoug^i  to  make  the  ^oaU  of  our  an- 
cestors shriek  from  their  graves!  Look  at  the  words!  see 
the  word  "  regulate"  applied  to  the  commerce  between 
the  States,  and  with  the  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the  com- 
merce of  foreign  nations,  and  tell  me  if  it  is  not  bound  to 
reonre  tite  same  interpretation  in  each  application-  If 
you  can  raise  revenue  fiwn  foreign  good%  under  that 
clause,  you  can  also  ruse  upon  it — upon  every  artide 
which  passes  from  State  to  State.  If  you  can  protect  domes- 
tic manufiictures  against  fbreign  manu&clures,  under  that 
clause,  you  can  also  protect  the  manu&ctures  of  the  States 
against  each  other;  and  if  any  of  the  State  nuuiuSactories 
are  in  danger  f>f  being  eclipsed  by  the  aiiperior  productions 
of  the  ImUan  tribes,  we  can  grant  protection  against  their 
competilioD  also.  The  monstronty  of  these  ioterfnetap 
tions  would  be  propetiy  exposed  by  brii^ng  in  biUs  to 
r^^lste  commerce  between  South  Carolina  and  Conneo> 
ticu^  and  taxing  the  manufiwtures  of  Connecticut  two 
hundred  per  cent,  to  raise  revenue  for  the  Government 
and  protect  the  manufactures  of  South  Carolina!  and  to 
regulate  our  trade  with  the  Indians,  by  extending  our 
high  tariff* system  to  the  basketsand  wampums,  the  buck- 
skin leggings,  bended  mocsMU^  and  buffido  robe%  of  oar 
red  naghbm^todBlinidauriiifiintmamiftotmiesaf  coana 
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wooUeiu,  leather  boots  and  shoes,  and  domestic  rihbons 
and  home-made  baskets,  from  the  foniudable  ounpetitioo 
of  the  EUckapoos  and  Assini^oina. 

No,  nr,  such  madness  never  entered  the  heads  of  our 
ancestors.  The  meaning  of  this  clause  was  just  as  well 
understood  bv  the  framera  of  the  constitution,  as  ve  un- 
derstand the  fetters  of  the  alphabet.  To  levy  duties  was 
one  power;  to  regulate  commerce  was  another.  The 
regulations  of  foreign  commerce,  in  their  understanding, 
wgniiied  the  acquisition  of  beneficial  markets  abroad  for 
our  domestic  productions;  to  be  effected  by  discruntnattng 
duties,  founded  in  a  principle  of  reciprocity,  and  which 
should  measure  back  to  every  nation  the  same  degree  of 
favor  or  dis&vor  to  its  commerce,  whlcli  itself  measured 
out  to  ours.  This  was  the  sense  of  tlie  phrase,  when  the 
convention  proposed,  and  the  States  ratified,  this  grant  of 
power  to  the  Federal  Government.  How  do  I  know  tliat? 
I  know  it  from  the  most  authentic  sourcest  from  the  vene- 
rable  records  of  our  early  historyj  and  the  concurrent 
authority  of  all  the  fathers  of  the  constitution.  I  know  it, 
IsL  From  Hie  history  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Congress 
of  the  confederation,  which  led  to  tlie  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution. 2d.  From  the  debates  in  the  federal  conven- 
t'lon.  3d.  From  the  debates  in  the  State  conventions  which 
mtified  the  constitution.  4th.  Prom  the  eleventh  number 
of  tiie  Federalist,  written  by  General  Hamilton.  5th.  From 
the  letter  of  Pre«dent  Washington,  in  October,  1879,  to 
Mr.  Gouverneur  Horris,  then  our  infurmal  minister  in 
London.  6tb.  From  the  report  of  Hr.  JefTnson,  in  Uie 
year  1793,  on  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States.  7th.  From  Mr.  Madison's  resolutions  for  the  regu- 
lation of  foreign  commerce  in  tiie  year  1794.  8tb.  From 
his  (Mr.  Madison's)  speeches  in  support  of  those  resolu- 
tions. 9th.  From  the  speeches  of  alt  the  members  who 
took  part  in  the  extended  debate  to  which  those  resolu- 
tions gave  rise.  Such  are  the  sources — a  part  only  of  the 
sources — from  which  1  draw  proo&  to  sustain  my  reading 
of  tite  constitution.  I  do  not  produce  all  these  pnw&  to 
the  Senate:  they  are  at  hand,  hut  time  forbids  tlw  produc* 
tioo.  A  few  only  will  I  use,  and  begin  with  some  extracts 
from  Mr.  Miidison's  speeches  in  favor  his  famous  reso- 
lutions.   Hear  him! 

'*  Tills  subject,  as  had  been  remarked  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, was  not  a  novel  one.  It  was  coeval  with  our  poli< 
lical  birth,  and  has,  at  alt  times,  exercised  the  thoughts 
of  reBecting  citizens.  As  early  as  the  year  succeeding 
the  peace,  the  effect  of  the  foreign  policy  which  began  to 
be  felt  in  our  trade  and  navigation,  exeited  universal  at- 
tention and  inquietude.  The  Brat  effort  tiiought  of  was 
an  application  of  Congress  to  the  States  for  a  grant  of 
power,  for  a  limited  time,  to  regulate  our  foreign  com- 
merce, with  a  view  to  control  tJie  influence  of  unfavorable 
regulations  in  some  cases,  and  to  conciliate  an  extension 
of  iltvorable  ones  in  others.  From  some  cirf:umstAnce9, 
then  incident  to  our  situation,  the  experiment  did  not 
take  cfTect.     •     •     •     «  of  this  experience 

grew  the  measures  which  terminat«l  in  the  establishment 
of  a  Government  competent  to  the  regulation  of  our  com- 
mercial interests,  and  tbc  vindication  of  our  commercial 
rights.  As  these  were  the  first  objects  of  the  people  in 
the  steps  taken  for  establishing  the  present  Government, 
they  were  universally  expected  to  be  among  tiie  first 
fruits  of  its  operation.  In  Uiis  expectation,  the  public 
were  disappointed." 

Sir,  this  extract  establishes  my  reading  of  the  constitu- 
tion. It  shows  what  was  meant  by  the  phrase,  regulate. 
It  shows  that  to  control  the  influence  of  unfavorable  ref- 
lations in  some  countries,  and  to  condliate  an  extension 
of  favorable  ones  in  others,  was  the  object,  and  discrimi- 
nating duties  the  means,  of  accomplishing  this  double  pur- 
poxe-  -for  the  resolution  of  Hr.  Madison  turned  exclusively 
upon  discrimination — upon  the  establishment  of  a  higher 
rate  of  duties  upon  imporufrom  Great  Britain,  who  then, 
Vot.  VIH.~-37 


as  now,  heavily  dutied  our  exports,  than  upon  imports 
fVom  FrMiea,  who  received  them  on  &vorable  terms.  His 
reaoluticms  went,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  two  tarilTsi  one  for  mends,  tbe  other  fivlbai, 
with  an  offer  to  all  nationi  to  take  thdr  fJuiicei  with  % 
wish  that  all  should  choose  the  betteri  and  with  the  alter- 
native of  paying  the  penalty,  if  th^  chose  the  worse,  and 
incurred  the  heavier  duties.  The  sole  inject  of  this  dis- 
crimination, and,  by  consequence,  the  sole  object  of  the 
clause  to  regulate  foreign  commetce,  was  to  <Main  be^r 
markets  abroad  for  our  exports.  He  telb  you — no,  he 
tells  thpse  who  framed  the  cfmstthition,  and  who  ratted 
it — that,  but  for  this  object,  the  constitution  would  never 
have  been  adopted!  He  deckrea  that  these  fhiiti^  namely^, 
the  acqiii^tion  of  better  markets  abroad,  were  expected 
to  have  been  tlte  first  effects  of  the  new  Govemmentj  and 
expresses  bis  own  astonishment,  and  proelaims  the  disap- 
pointment of  the  people,  that  four  years  had  elapsed,  and 
these  fruits  had  not  been  gs^eied.  This  was  in  January, 
1794t  and  bad  no  law  for  laying  duties  on  fiirrifn  mix- 
chandisc  then  been  passed?  Yes,  certainly!  tiie  fui^a- 
mental  act  of  July,  1789,  est^lishing  Hw  whole  custom- 
house system;  also  the  act  of  1793,  which  rep<»led  that 
of  1789,  and  established  the  whole  system  over  againt  and, 
besides  these  two  general  acts,  fourteen  subsiaiary  onc« 
for  the  collection  of  duties  bad  been  passed.  These  acts 
did  both  the  things  which  are  contended  for  under  the 
new-iiut^led  interpretation  of  the  regulMing  clauset  firs^ 
(hey  levied  dutiesi  and,  aeoond,  they  eneoiMgcd  domestic 
manufiuiturea!  Yet  Mr.  Ma^scm,  iriio  was  Umself  the 
leading  supporter  of  these  wRt%  declares,  in  the  face  of 
those  who  framed  and  who  ratified  the  constitution,  that 
Congress  exercised  no  power  under  the  clause  to  regulate 
foreign  commerce !  a  most  authentic  declaration  ttwt  the 
power  to  levy  duties  was  not  a  power  to  regtilate  foreign 
trade!   But  let  us  proceed  with  the  speech; 

"Alto  the  discrimination  proposed  between  nations 
having,  or  not  having,  cmnmermal  treatiea  with  ua,  the 
principle  was  embraced  by  the  lam  of  most  if  not  all  the - 
States,  whilst  the  regulatiwi  of  tnule  was  in  theur  hands. 
It  had  the  repeated  sanction  of  votes  in  the  House  of  Be- 
preaentatives,  during  the  session  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment at  New  York.  It  lias  been  practiaed  by  other  nations, 
and,  in  a  late  instance,  against  the  United  States.  It  tends 
to  procure  beneficial  treaties  from  those  who  refuse  them, 
by  making  them  the  price  of  cnjoyinr  an  equality  with 
other  nations  in  our  commerce.  It  tenu,  as  a  conoiuatory 
preference,  to  procure  better  treatiea  from  those  who 
have  not  refusea  them." 

Here,  sir!  See  the  whole  operation  and  natural  effect 
of  the  discriminating  policy,  is  beautifully  and  briefly  laid 
down.  The  nation  whieb  refuses  to  trade  witii  us  upon 
fair  terms — whicii  refuses  to  take  our  productions  at  all, 
or  loads  them  with  lieavy  and  oppressive  duties,  incurs 
the  penalty  of  her  own  selection.  She  incurs  a  discrimi- 
nation of  duticst  and  her  producU  will  pay  lu^er  in  our 
own  ports  than  ti>e  productitma  of  mtwe  friendly  nations. 
The  prejudice  which  she  incurs  will  be  of  her  owm  selec- 
tion, not  our  infliction,  it  will  continue  while  she 
pleases,  and  no  longer;  and,  while  it  does  continue,  will 
rest  upon  the  unimpeachable  ba«s  of  a  wise,  a  just,  and  a 
constitutional  reciprocity.  A  discrimination  of  five  to  ten 
per  cent,  was  contemplated  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  ^ear 
1794;  thats&me&mountofdtKrimination may  be  sufficient 
now.  But  I  do  not  fix  the  amount.  It  is  a  practical  ques- 
tion for  merchants  to  deode.  Whatever  inll  turn  the 
scale  of  commerce,  in  the  same  article,  between  different 
nations,  will  be  sufBdent.  It  will  doubtless  aroomplidi 
now  what  it  would  have  accomplished  in  1794;  it  will  conr 
trol  the  pfdicy  of  unfriendly  naticms)  it  will  conciliate  pre* 
ferences,  and  obtain  beneficial  treaties  liwn  those  who 
withhokl  them.  There  is  nothing  in  the  state  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  foreign  nations  t^  impe^  the  ad(^ 
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titm  of  this  p<dicT.  TYnt  common  ■tipulMkHW^  to  be  found 
in  erery  trattjr,  for  lUl  the  wlrantt^ei  gnntcd  to  the  most 
flieDdly  Powen^  always  imply  U»e  tame  termit  and  die 
diacriouDatii^poBcyaeta  out  with  offering  th«  same  terms 
to  all»  and  Mds  with  lenring  the  option  to  themseWes. 
Besides^  fwr  treaties  are  tctnj^orary,  all  reipiirinr  frequent 
renewals^  and  subject  to  djuly  aUenttions;  ana,  with  the 
winupal  commercial  Power  (Great  Britain)  our  treaty 
IS  nothing  but  a  temporary  arrangement,  determinable  at 
a  ibort  notice  from  cither  party.  Tbei  e  is  nothing*  then, 
in  our  pijhical  rehtioiu  to  embarran  ost  atiU  Ich  in  the 
oommadal  situation  of  the  w<n>ldt  for  that  is  most  pro- 
irittoDt  to  our  design  in  tlie  univeraal  tranquiHity  vblch 
prcrailsi  and,  as  for  ourselves,  we  actually  bare  a  crias 
at  home  vbich  demands  its  adoption. 

]>t  ua  continue  the  rea^ng  of  Hr.  Hadison's  speech: 
"  It  bad  been  aaked,  what  grounds  there  were  for  con- 
'  ckidii^  that  GttaX  Britain  would  be  led  by  the  measure 

*  mropoaed  toebange  her  policy  towards Uie  United  States. 
■  Hb  dioariit  we  bad  the  best  groand  fi>r  relying  upcm 

*  neb  an  aTeet   It  is  well  known  that  wben  she  appre- 

*  bended  such  meaiurea  would  be  taken,  she  manifested 
'  a  readiness  to  admit  a  greater  reciprocity  into  the  com- 
'  merce  between  the  two  countries.  '  A  bill  fi^  the  pur- 

*  pose  waa  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 

*  present  minister,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  would  pr<^bly  have 

*  passed  into  a  law,  if  hopes  had  not  sprung  up  that  they 

*  ihoald  be  aUe  to  maintiun  Aeir  excluMve  system.  Knox, 

*  an  nnder-aeorttery,  wpesra,  from  a  eoUeetion  of  papers, 

*  pvbfisbed  by  him,  tolw^e  been  tile  chief  adviser  in  the 
'  cabinet,  as  Lord  Sheffield  was  the  great  champion  befbre 

*  the  public  of  this  experimentt  (to  maintain  their  exclu- 

*  HTC  system,  and  dispense  with  Hr.  Pitt's  bill.)  It  was 
'  fbuaed,  according  to  both  these  witneMes,  (among  other 
'  cansea,)  on  tiie  belief  that  ll)e  General  Ooremment  was 
'  so  weu  that  it  could  not  execute  a  plan  of  retaliatory 

*  restrictionsf  and  that  local  interests  and  prejudices  pre- 

*  don^wted  10  much  among  tha  States  that  th^  would 

*  Dcrer  even  agree  to  make  tiie  attempt** 

I  paustf  Mr.  Prendent,  in  this  important  reading  to 
nuke  a  remark.  It  is  upon  that  eternal  objection  to  the 
attempt  of  a  measure  whi^  is  founded  upon  its  anticipat- 
ed unsuccess.  It  is  an  inndious  objection,  tending  to  pro- 
duce what  it  professes  to  reprehenid.  It  is  a  fiigitire  ob- 
jectiOD*  flying  from  the  wdlaa.  argument,  which  cannot  be 
met,  to  tne  delpbic  annundation  of  the  rintater  event, 
which  Doxoan  can  fbtetell.  It  is  often  an  objection  in  fa- 
vw  of  a  fiveign  interest  hy  exdting  and  stimulating  a 
fisreign  Power  to  counteract  our  policy.  Thus  it  was  in 
the  period  of  our  history  to  which  Mr.  Madison  alludes. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  yielded.  He  had  actually  brought  a  bill  into 
Pariiament  to  adroit  a  greater  reciprocity  into  our  com- 
mercial rdations.  That  bill,  says  Mr.  M.,  would  probMily 
have  passed  into  a  law.  But  an  under-secretory,  wlu> 
probably  had  hie  under«orrespondents  in  America,  adns- 
«d  the  Briti^  c^inet  that  the  local  interests  and  preju- 
£ees  of  the  States  would  never  permit  them  to  agree  in 
any  plan  of  discriminating  duties.  The  bill  of  Mr.  Pitt 
was  withdrawn.  No  law  was  passed.  The  uuder^^ecre- 
tary  was  ri|^t.  He  had  good  intelligence  from  America. 
Forty  years  have  passed  away,  and  no  discriminating  du- 
ties nave  ever  been  established.  Ei^Iand  has  not  relaxed 
her  restrictive  system;  on  the  contrary,  she  has  drawn  its 
bond*  doubly  tight.  The  incresae  of  our  tariff  duties, 
tonfbld  beytMid  the  rate  proposed  by  Mr.  Hadiaon,  has 
bad  no  effect  upon  her  restrictive  syataI^  except  to  t^ten 
it.  And  why?  Why  should  five  or  ten  per  cent,  alarm 
her  then,  and  fifty,  a  hundred,  two  hundKd,  hare  no  ef- 
fect upon  her  now  >  Because  these  tariff  duties  are  indis- 
crinUnatci  they  faSX  upon  all  nations  alikei  and  she  can 
cany  the  load  as  easily,  ud  more  ao,  than  other  nations. 
HercooiDwce,  thourii  wectly,  is  not  relatively  injured 
it  She  ti  not  put  Dclund  any  aatim  bytt  She  uitiU 


upon  a  level  with  all  nations.  The  Ugh  tariff  policy  tiien 
has  &iled;  It  has  had  its  trial,  and  not  succeeded.  Pkr 
from  uocee^ng,  it  has  ugravatedtiie  evil  it  professed  to 
counteract  Then  abanron  it;  return  to  reremie  duties 
and  comnience  the  poTiey  of  discrimination.  Tax  all  im- 
ports fairly  for  revenue,  and  incidental  protection  for 
home  industry,  and  make  a  discrimination  of  five  or  ten 
per  cent,  to  the  prejudice  of  those  who  will  not  make  fair 
and  friendly  treaties  with  us.  My  word  for  it — no,  not  my 
word— the  word  of  Mr.  Madison,  the  act  of  Hr.  IHtt,  ft»r 
it— she  will  relax.  She  will  p^ruit  to  adiscriminatingdoty 
of  nx  or  seven  per  cent,  wfaidi  she  refuses  to  &e  whow 
power  of  the  high  tariff  policy. 
We  will  read  again: 

"  Tbe  only  remaiiung  hope  that  can  induce  Great  Bri- 

*  tain  to  peraevere  in  the  pUn  of  conduct  she  has  adopted 

*  towards  tiie  United  Stat^  lies  in  the  supposed  difficult 

<  of  reconciling  the  different  interests  and  local  prejiufices. 
'The  present  occawmwHldecidewhethertiiis  hope  shall 
'  also  be  irithdiawn  froin  hert  or  whether  she  is  to  be  in- 

*  spired  whb  ftesh  ctmfidenee  in  pursuing  her  own  inte- 

<  resta  without  adue  respect,  either  for  our  interest^  or 

*  for  our  rights.  He  (Mr.  M.)  could  not  but  view  the  pre- 
'  sent  as,  perhaps,  the  final  chance  of  combining  the 

*  opinions  and  interests  of  tiie  several  quarters  of  the 
'  Union  in  some  proper  and  adequate  plan.    If,  at  a  mo- 

*  raent  when  so  many  occurrences  conspire  to  unite  the 
'  public  counoilsf  when  the  public  nuod  is  well  disposed 

*  to  second  all  e^tidile  aaa  peaceable  means  of  d<Mng 
'  justice  to  our  country,  and  irtien  our  eommeree  is  so 

*  critically  iiDpertant  to  the  vital  reaoureea  of  Great  Bri- 
'  tun,  it  should  be  found  that  nothing  can  be  done,  he 
'  could  foresee  no  circumstances  under  which  success  was 
'  to  be  expected.    To  reject  the  propositionB,  therefore, 

*  whilst  nothing  better  was  substituted,  must  convey  the 
'  most  un&vorable  impresnons  of  oQr  nation^  character, 
'  and  rivet  the  fetters  on  our  oMBmeree,  as  well  as  pro- 
'long  other  causes  which  produced  such  it^urious  conse- 
'  quenoes  to  our  country.  He  would  not  pernat  himself 
'  to  apprehend  that  aucb  would  be  the  end  ct their  dehbe- 

*  rations." 

Satsuch  was  the  end  of  their  deliberations.  The  reso- 
lution! of  Mr.  Madison  were  rejected?  rejected  by  the 
■lender  majority  of  five  votes!  and  history,  the  inexorable 
voice  of  history,  has  set  down  that  majori^  to  the  influ- 
ence of  unhappy  causes,  to  tbe  germination  of  political 
partid^  which  then  b^n  to  sprout  into  existence,  and, 
soon  afterwards^  attuned  so  large  a  growth.  The  resolu- 
tions were  rejectedf  and  the  predictions  of  Mr.  Madison 
have  been  fiually  folfilled.  It  was  the  but  chance  (at 
least  for  forty  years)  for  attempting  any  regulation  of 
commerce.  Tlie  wars  of  the  French  revolution  ensued, 
and  all  the  decrees  and  orders  of  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  grew  out  of  these  wmr^  and  which  were  so 
fiital,  for  so  many  -years,  to  all  eoaimercial  arrangetneots. 
Then  came  our  own  embargo  and  tbe  war  with  England, 
out  of  which  grew  the  high  tariff  poUcy;  in  tbe  prosecu- 
tion of  which  all  idea  of  the  constitutional  deagn  of  regu- 
lating commerce  seems  to  have  been  totally  lost  Tbe 
consequences  have  been  such  as  Mr.  Madiaon  foretold. 
The  restrictive  system  of  Great  Britain  has  been  pursued 
and  followed  up.  She  has  doubled  her  restrictions  upon 
us!  she  has  riveted  her  fetters  iipon  our  cooMneree!  Fsr 
from  relaxing  in  her  high  dutiea  when  we  add  to  ours,  she 
follows  our  example,  and  nuaes  hers  still  higher!  thus 
prododng  a  re^  contest  for  mutual  miscluef !  thiw 
carrying  on  agwnst  each  other  a  war  of  retaliation  which 
has  no  other  result  but  to  provoke  new  blows! 

I  proceed  to  quote  a  few  other  names  and  opinions  in 
&vor  of  the  discriminating  system.  They  will  be  such 
names,  and  such  opinitm^  as  all  America  ahall  hear  w:ith 
reverence)  and  flnt  I  quote  torn  President  Washington, 
and  take  hii  letter  <tf  October,  1789,^to  M^.  Gouremeor 
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Morris,  then  in  England,  written  from  New  York,  before 
Mr.  JeflTerson  b«d  been  appointed  Secretujr  of  State. 
"  The  commerce  between  the  two  countries  you  well 

*  undentend.    You  are  apprbed  of  the  fedii^  of  the 

■  Onited  States  on  the  preacnt  itate  of  itt  and  70a  doubt- 

*  lev  have  heard,  that,  in  the  Ute  tesnon  of  Conjcren,  a 
'  reiy  respectable  number  of  both  Houses  were  inclined 

*  to  aiscriounation  of  duties  unfavorable  to  Brituni  and 
'  that  it  would  hare  taken  place  but  for  condliatory  con- 

*  nderationa,  and  the  probability  that  tlie  Ute  change  in 

*  our  Government,  and  circumstances,  would  lead  to  more 

*  aatiibctory  arran^ments, 

*  This  communication  ought  reguhrly  to  be  made  to  you 

■  by  the  Scerotary  of  Statei  but  that  office  not  beii^  at 
'  present  fitted,  my  dedre  oif  avoiiUng  delays  induces  me 
'  to  make  it  under  my  own  hand.*' 

I  read  next  from  Mr.  Jeffenon — from  ba  report,  in  the 
year  ir93,  upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

"  Such  being  the  restrictions  on  the  commerce  and  n&- 

*  vigatkm  of  the  United  States,  the  question  is^  in  what 

*  way  they  may  be  bestreowved,  modified,  or  counteract- 

*  ed.   Aa  to  commense,  two  Bwtfiodi  oceurw    1.  By 

*  fricBdljr  airangementt  with  tha  sereral  nations  ndth 

*  whom  these  restrictions  esst{  or,  3.  Br  the  separate  act 
'  of  our  own  legislatures  far  countervidling  their  efforts. 

*  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  of  these  two.  friendly 
'  amngement  is  the  most  elif^ble.  •  •  >  Would 
'  even  a  wogle  nation  begin  with  the  United  States  this 

*  system  of  firee  commerce,  it  would  be  advisable  to  begin 
'  h  with  that  natkMi,  since  it  is  one  by  one  only  that  it  can 
'  be  exbended  toaO.  When  the  circumstances  of  eitiier 
'  par^  render  it  expedient  to  levy  a  revenue,  by  way  of 
'  impost,  on  commerce,  its  freedom  might  be  modified  in 

*  that  particular,  by  mutual  and  equivalent  measures,  pre- 

*  serving  it  in  all  others. 

'  But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishe^  suppose 
'  it  ma/  better  nnd  its  advantage  by  continuing  its  system 

*  of  probibitions,  duties^  and  regulations,  it  behDoves  us  to 
'  pKteet  our  utizens,  Uieir  commerce  and  navigation,  by 
'  counter  pr^btti<Hi%  dutie*,  and  regulatioRS,  abo.  Free 
'  commerce  and  navigation  are  not tobe  nren  in  exchange 
'  for  restrictions  and  vezationst  nor  are  Uiey  Ukely  to  pro- 

*  ducc  a  relaxation  of  them." 

Now  for  General  Hamilton.  Hear  him.  I  read  from 
the  eleventh  number  of  the  Federalist. 

**  Suppose  we  had  a  Government  in  America,  capable 
'  of  excluding  Great  Britain  (with  whom  we  have  no  treaty 
'  of  commeroe)  fromaUourport^  what  would  be  the  pro- 
'  bable  operatum  at  ttua  step  npon  her  political  Would 
'  itnotcoable  ui  to  noratiate,  with  the  fairest  prospect  of 
'  ■ucce%  for  commercial  privileges  ot  the  most  valuable 
'  and  extenatve  kind,  in  tne  dominions  of  that  kingdCHn? 

*  *     .  *      *      Such  a  point  gained  from  the  British 

*  Government,  and  which  could  not  be  expected  without  an 
'  equivalent  in  exemptions  and  immunities  in  our  markets, 

*  would  not  be  likely  to  have  a  correspoading  effect  on 

*  the  conduct  of  otiier  nations,  who  wnild  not  be  inclined 

*  to  see  thenadve*  altogether  supplanted  in  our  trade. 
'*       *       Let  Americans  concur  in  erecting  one  great 

*  American  system,  superior  to  the  control  of  all  trana- 
'  atlantic  force  or  influence,  and  able  to  dictate  the  terms 

■  of  the  connexion  between  the  old  and  the  new  world." 

Such  are  the  concurrent  authorities  in  favor  of  the  con- 
stitutional deri^,  and  the  national  expediency,  of  esta- 
blishing ^seriminating  duties.  Has  not  experience  pTOved 
the  wisdom  of  this  poUcy?  Certunlyithas^andthe^ght- 
At  comparison  between  our  present  and  former  otustion 
will  confirm  what  I  say.  Take,  for  example,  our  rek- 
tions  with  En^and,  and  compare  the  duties  of  1790  mth 
those  of  1833.  The  du^  on  our  tobacco,  at  that  time, 
was  one  ^llii^  and  three  pence  iterfing  a  pound;  it  is 
now  three  ahilbnga.   On  rice,  the  du^  was  then  seven 


shilling*  and  four  pence  the  hundred  wrightf  it  is  now  fif- 
teen shillings.  Flour  and  grain  were  not  adnutted  at  that 
time,  until  the  price  rose  to  bfty  shillbi|^  the  quarter) 
they  are  not  admitted  now  until  the  price  nses  to  seren^ 
shillings.  Beef,  pork,  ukl  bacon  were  prolUlHted  tbcnt 
they  are  prohibited  now.  Such  are  the  relive  restric- 
tions of  the  two  periods  on  our  lea^ng  articlesi  it  u 
the  same  in  minor  ones.  The  fiiet  b  inemteslable,  that 
the  hi^  tariff  policy  has  ftiled  to  procure  us  better  rasr- 
kets  for  our  expiHts;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  injured  and 
deteriorated  these  market*;  and  this  being  the  resuH  of 
forty  years'  experience,  the  question  comes  up  for  the 
candid  consideration  of  all  reflecting  men,  whether  the 
discrimioatii^  policy— the  poliqr  of  uie  conititntion,  and 
the  policy  of  the  fathen  of  the  eonstitutioii— ought  not  jkw 
to  be  attempted. 

And  here,  sir,  we  meet  the  question  of  domestic  manu- 
ftctures,  and  of  the  substitutionof  a  domestic  for  a  foreign 
trade.  We  are  tokl  that  domestic  manuftctures  will  be 
prostrated,  and  the  cotmtnr  covered  with  desolation,  if 
the  high  tariff  policy  is  touchedt  and  we  are  further  t^ 
that  a  home  market  will  be  created,  by  peiaevering  in  tint 
poher,  Bupe^  to  the  fbrdgn  one,  wUBh  maj  beMt  bjr 
it.  Sir,  it  mi^t  be  an  answer  to  thk  objeown  to  npMf 
that  the  constitution  was  made  to  promote  fbrdfn  omn- 
merce,  not  to  destroy  it]  that  the  exporting  States  have  a 
right,  under  the  constitution,  to  choose  their  own  roarketi, 
and  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  the  dictation  of  the  mann- 
facturiag  Btatesi  but,  as  arguments  drawn  from  that  instru* 
ment  have  latterly  fiillen  into  disrepute,  or  iuignificance, 
I  shall  make  no  fiirther  reference  to  it,  and  proceed  to  the 
practical  view  of  theae  two  questions. 

Iconridertfie  fiiet  of  these  questions  setUed,  10  ftr  as 
facts  and  reason  can  settie  any  question  in  human  affUr*. 
I  conttder  the  &ot  of  the  exportation  of  manu&ctures,  of 
neariy  fifly  varieties,  and  to  tiie  value  of  six  nuUionB  of 
dcdlars,  which  now  go  to  foreign  countries,  and  contend 
■uocesafuliy  with  the  manufactorei  of  all  natifliis,  without 
any_  protection  at  all,  to  be  cooclurive  of  the  questien  <^ 
their  overthrow  and  prostration  at  home,  by  bong  reduc- 
ed to  a  rercAMie  protection.  I  will,  therefore,  leave  thb 
question  where  I  placed  it  when  I  read  the  list  of  our  do- 
mestic exports  of^  manu&ctured  articles,  and  prooeed  to 
the  second  one,  which  involves  anlnquinr  into  the  ttudi 
of  the  pOMtion,  that  a  perseverance  intneUgfatariirpelier 
is  to  create  a  domestic  market^  superior  to  ttan  fcrsign 
one  which  may  be  destroyed  by  it. 

I  propose  to  examine  this  latter  question  chiefly  in  refep- 
enoe  to  its  bearing  upon  the  West.  This  mat  rogion  is 
now  rapidly  advandng  to  the  foremost  tank  as  an  export- 
ii^  section  of  this  Union.  Her  domestic  exports,  tbr  I 
speak  of  no  other,  from  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  for  the 
year  1830,  amounted  to  upwards  of  thirteen  millions  ot 
dollars,  The  domestic  exports  of  New  York  only  amount- 
ed to  about  the  same  sum.  The  emporium  of  tiie  West  is 
then  even  with  the  IamuIui  of  Amenc»  in  that  truest  line 
of  national  wealth,  the  dcmestic  exports.  CenfMred  to 
other  exporting  cities,  she  stands  thus:  FfTo  nufions  of 
dollars  aikead  (tf  Chariestan;  ten  nulUons  ahead  of  Balti- 
moret  ten  ahead  of  Bostont  eleven  ahead  of  PhSaddphiai 
and  these  disproportions  are  to  increase  in  ra{»d  progres- 
uon  from  this  time  fbrth-  Such  an  en>ort  trade,  from  a 
country  so  young  and  so  thinly  popuuted,  announces  a 
re^on  of  unbounded  production,  and  4^  the  greatest  &- 
cihty  for  sending  her  products  ahroadf  and  such  is  the 
&ct.  The  West^  ar,  b  capable  of  beconnng  dm  giaaat;f 
and  the  provioon  magaxine  of  numerous  nationB.  Ttas 
extent  of  the  re|^,  and  its  fertility  of  siril,  (Hspby  Ks 
ei^MKsity  for  production;  a  hundred  rivers,  draimiw  the 
area  of  in  inunense  circumference,  bearing  their  tributes 
to  the  king  of  floods,  and  fiirnishmg  above  fbrty  thousand 
miles  of  inland  nav^ation,  dtoby  it*  capaci^  nr  fbreign 
tnde.   Thu  region  must  produce,  mid  can  send  away,  the 
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maaaes  of  provbionB  which  myriads,  in  o^er  climes,  can 
alone  consune.  The  course  of  all  her  rivers,  bearing- 
south;  the  pomtion  of  New  Orleans,  always  free  from  the 
embargo  of  ice,  and  her  rapid  and  ref^lar  comiQunieation 
with  the  eountrjr  abme^  and  the  sea  below,  «nce  the  ap- 
plication of  ateunpomrtotiie  propulsion  of  TCtsela^niaKc 
that  oty  the  noatnvorable  on  mis  continent  for  an  export 
trade.  Thirteen  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  proviuons, 
cotton,  and  tobacco,  now  leave  that  port  annuuly,  to  find 
a  forei^  market.  Seven  or  eight  millions  more,  coming- 
from  the  upper  half  of  the  valley,  find  theit  market  in  the 
Southern  States  and  on  the  lower  Hissis^ppi;  in  all,  about 
twen^  nuUtons:  and  this  with  a  young  and  thin  popula- 
tion^  wiuch  barely  sprinkles  the  earth,  and  a  alirht  cultiva- 
tion,  wluch  extends  to  one  acre  infi%,  and  only  half  cul- 
tivates that  one. 

Where  are,  and  where  are  to  be,  our  markets  for  all 
those  productions^  We  see  those  nurketsnow,  1st,  in  the 
Southern  States;  2d,  in  Uie  West  Indies;  3d,  in  some  por- 
tiiHia  <tf  South  America;  and,  4th,  in  the  middle  countries 
of  Burope.  There  we  aee  our  markets  now.  Bat  we 
are  tok)  of  admnestio  market,  to  be  created  by  domestic 
mani^acturet,  and  which  is  to  make  New  England  thesu- 
perseder  and  the  successor  of  the  Southern  States  and  of 
all  ffHieign  nations,  in  the  purchase  and  consumption  of 
Western  produce.  Tlus  is  what  we  are  told !  and  a  list  of 
cattle  driven  into  Boston,  the  invoiees  of  some  schooners 
carrying  corn  and  flour  into  Rhode  Island,  and  an  adven- 
ture of  wool  into  the  same  quarter,  which  has  remained 
without  imitatioa  or  repetition,  are  gravely  exhibited  to 
us  OS  the  prooft  on  which  we  are  to  surrender  the  com- 
merce of  the  world,  and  betake  ouTsclres  to  the  commerce 
of  Mew  England!  Sir,- 1  do  not  embarrass  my  aigumtnt 
with  the  consideration  of  these  petty  statistics,  disputable 
in  point  of  fact,  andinngmficantif  ascertained.  1  look  to 
great  data.  I  view  the  question  under  Ut^  aspects,  vin- 
ble  to  all  mankind,  and  deciave  in  their  nature.  I  look, 
fix«t,  to  dte  territorial  extent  of  New  England,  a  mere 
■pack  npon  the  map  of  our.  America  I  Of  tlut  speck,  only 
the  one  half  rai^aged  in  manufactures,  the  other  half  en- 
gird in  producing  proviriona.  Rhode  Island,  Connecti- 
cut, and  Massachusetts  arethemanu&cturingpartof  New 
England.  Their  joint  areas  amount  to  fourteen  thousand 
square  miles;  just  half  the  extent  of  South  Carolina,  which 
is  itself  just  one-half  the  extent  of  Virginia,  wKch  is  itself 
some  fortieUi  part  of  the  Southern  wid  foreign  market; 
tlie  whole  of  which  we  are  required  to  give  up  for  this 
tnagnifieent  proqiect  in  New  Eiwland  1  llua  is  one  of  my 
data;  fiwn  which  I  draw  the  inference  d>at  the  mano&c- 
turiug  districts  of  New  En|;laiid  are  incapable,  for  want  of 
cxte  nt,  to  fiirnish  the  mynads  of  people  who  can  consume 
the  products  of  the  West. 

Uy  next  great  data  la  this:  That,  instead  of  being  our 
customer.  New  Eng^ndia  our  competitor  in  the  provision 
trade.  She  exptH'ts  great  quantities  of  provisions  herself. 
Her  domestic  exports  were  six  millions  and  a  half  for  the 
last  year:  of  wluch  about  one  nullion  was  in  fishi  a  conude- 
rablepartin  beef  and  pork;  mut^  in  vegetablesi  and  much 
in  butter  and  cheese — two  articles  which  I  particularly 
.  name  because  tifteir  exportation  alwaysimpliesasufficiency 
of  cattle  at  hofne.  New  England  has  advantages  in  her 
proviuon  trade,  which  the  West  has  not,  in  the  use  of  fo- 
rdgn  salt  free  of  tax.  Her  salt,  free  of  tax,  for  the  year 
1831,  was  one  million  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand 
five  hundred  burets;  and  has  seldom  been  leas  if)  any 
preceding  year,  asthetnnuai  reports  of  the  Se<3!t:tafy  of 
the  Treasury  will  show.  New  England  then  can  take  no- 
thing from  us  in  the  way  of  meat  or  vegetables.  But  she 
imports  com  and  flour;  she  actually  receives  com  and 
fliMir  from  tlie  coasU  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina !  Yes, 
aaddidreceivethem  long  before  the  high  t&rifF was  thought 
(tf;  and  will  CMitinue  to  ntmvc  them  after  it  ceases  to  ex- 
ist.  The  fint  that  die  received,  aeoording  to  my  reading. 


was  about  the  year  1 630,  when  the  Plymouth  colony  sent 
down  to  the  Jamestown  colony  to  buy  corn;  and  she  has 
been  at  it  ever  since.  Her  high  northern  latitude  pre- 
vents the  raising  of  these  artiiues  at  home;  and  she  gets 
them  in  her  coaatit^  trade  to  the  South.  But  how  much  f 
Notthe  hundredth  part  of  what  the  lower  part  of  Virginia 
and  Carolina  have  to  spare !  They  can  supply  her  amply 
with  com  and  flour,  to  say  noUiIng  of  the  neig^iboring 
parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  which  are  them- 
selves national  granaries  of  wheat.  No,  sir.  New  England 
can  never  purchase  our  provisions.  If  she  really  took 
from  us  all  ^t  she  could  consume,  it  would  amount  to 
nothing  in  the  mass  of  our  productions.  It  would  be  no 
more  than  the  nibhUngs  of  the  mice  at  our  bams  and  cribs, 
which  we  do  not  miss;  and  by  no  means  equal  to  die  de- 
predations of  the  Norway  rats,  which,  in  truth,  affect  us 
considerably.    Boanlick  alone  would  gorge  her. 

A  third  great  data  is  the  well  known  fiLct  that  New 
England  takes  no  tobacco  from  us;  and  the  whole  heart  of 
the  West — (for  I  am  confining  my  remarks  to  the  West) — 
the  whole  heart  ofthe  West,  upon  an  area  of  five  hundred 
miles  square,  comprehending  the  finest  parts  of  »x  Stirtes, 
is  a  tobacco-growing  region.  New  England  takes  no  part 
ofthis  article.  The  Nettierbnds,  the  Hanse Towns,  Eng- 
land, (to  name  them  in  the  order  of  their  importance  in 
this  trade,)  France,  Spain,  the  coasts  ofthe  Mediterranean, 
and  the  shores  ofthe  Baltic  sea,  arc  the  markets  for  Ame- 
rican tobacco.  Foreign  markets  alone  furnish  iis  purchas- 
ers for  it;  and,  if  deprived  of  that  market,  wc  must  give 
up  the  cultivation  of  that  great  staple. 
.  A  fourth  great  data,  to  prove  the  neceswty  of  foreign 
trade,  and  the  utter  futility  of  the  New  England  substi- 
tute, is  the  state  of  our  hard  money  trade.  New  England 
will  ftimiah  us  with  no  gold  and  silver;  on  the  conttwy, 
she  takes  it  from  us,  and  nothing  else,  in  payment  for  her 
manufactures.  Our  acqiusitions  of  specie  all  come  from 
foreign  trade.  For  even  that  portion  which  comes  from 
tiie  lower  Missisuppi  and  the  Southern  Atlantic  SUtes,  is 
first  obtained  from  fiir«gn  countries,  in  exchange  fbr  the 
cotton,  the  rice,  and  the  tobaocowluch  is  exported.  The 
last  ten  years  have  furnidied  the  Union  with  seventy-five 
millions  of  bard  money,  imported  from  abroad.  Not  less 
than  two  hundred  ana  forty  millions  have  been  imported 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Government.  Mex- 
ico is  our  ^freat  fountain  of  supply;  Great  Britwn  and  her 
dependencies  stand  second;  the  Spanish  West  Indies  third; 
the  South  American  States  fourth ;  France  and  her  depen- 
dcncieafifUi.  Mexico  alone  furnishes  mwe  than  lutlf  the 
annual  sappfy  I  Dut  how }  fbr  ve  send  to  her  domimons 
less  than  one  million  of  our  domestic  productions*  Sir, 
we  obtMn  it  by  the  circuitous  operation  of  trade;  by  send- 
ing our  productions  to  Europe,  exchanging  them  for  fine 
goods,  and  carrj-ing  these  goods  to  Mexico.  New  Eng- 
land cannot  supply  the  place  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  of  Eu- 
rope and  the  West  Indies,  in  furnishing  us  with  hard  mo- 
nev.  Far  from  supplying  us  witli  tlut  metal,  she  exacts 
it  from  us.  She  gives  usnothing  but  manufactured  goods, 
and  for  these  she  will  take  nothmir  but  hard  money,  or  its 
equivalent;  and  herein  Hes  one  or  the  great  evils  of  the 
high  tariff  system,  and  its  hardest  operation  upon  the 
West — an  evil  beyond  that  ofthe  Ifritish  colonial  system; 
for  the  colonies  could  always  pay  for  their  goods  from  Old 
England  in  their  provisions  and  raw  materials:  but  the 
West  must  send  money  to  New  England! 

Mo,  Mr.  Prcwdent,  I  wa^  my  hands  of  these  Lilliputian 
statistics.  1  attach  no  consequence  to  the  long  list  that 
was  read  to  us  of  shee}>  and  cattle  driven  into  Boston,  and 
the  invoices  of  com  and  flourhnported  into  Rhode  Islaifl. 
I  wash  my  hands  of  all  the  fine  prospects  whicli  have  been 
exhibited  for  the  future  coiuumption  of  the  products  of 
the  great  West,  in  the  nutshell  of  New  England.  I  look 
at  the  thing  under  other,  and  Isi^^er,  phases.  1  look  at  it 
under  the  aspects  which  God  nod  nature  piesent,  and 
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which  nuui  om  neither  conceal  nw  alter.  I  look  at  her 
under  the  aipeoti  oT  terrhoriftl  cztent-HMa^ble  popuk- 
tim — ptiraidtt  of  indiwby — wnA  habits  of  trade;  and  say 
that  the  niieroscopic  speck  in  the  Nortiieastem  corner  of 
oor  America  cannot  furnish  consiimera  for  Western  pro- 
riaioni— cannot  furnish  purchasers  for  Western  tobacco— 
cannot  become  the  ^lilen  fountain  of  supply  for  the  pre- 
cious metals.  And  I  say  this  without  referenceto  the  moun- 
tains which  intervene,  and  the  ice  which  forbids  commtinica- 
tionwhen  communicalion  Is  alone  wanted.  I  pretermit  all 
mention  of  these  natural  obstacles  of  earth  ana  clinute,  be- 
caiuelwiah  to  avoid  disputation;  and  I  know  that  I  should 
be  aoddmlf  told  that  the  West  is  to  remove  or  overcome  all 
these  obataekfl  of  nature;  her  lands  are  to  be  a  fund  for 
lerellinK  motmtuns,  and  drawinir  out  railways,  and  perfo* 
rating"  the  earth  with  canala!  and  so  drawing  off* the  com- 
merce of  the  West  from  New  Orleans  to  Boston  and  New 
York.  I  leave  out  these  views;  because  I  know  tltat  after 
the  West  may  have  been  despoiled  of  its  lands  for  this 
object,  the  commerce  of  the  great  valley  will  alill  follow 
the  course  of  nature,  and  flow  through  the  diaanels  which 
God  has  created  for  it.  It  will  still  prefer  down  hill  to 
up  hill— down- stream  to  up  stream — a  flowinff  river  to  a 
frozenditch — ama^nificent  steamboat  toanarrow  cage — 
a  cheerful  city,  in  a  soft,  delicious,  salubrious  climate, 
(fbrsuehisNewOrleansinall  the  bumiless  months,)  to 
the  dreary  regions,  the  ice-bound  harborsi  and  themnter 
desolation  of  the  Northeastern  cities. 

The  West  needs  foreign  trade.  Why  else  did  our  an- 
cestors Btrugg'le  under  the  Government  of  the  confMera. 
tion  to  secure;  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi?  Why 
else  did  the  whole  West  rejoice  at  the  acquisition  of  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi  in  1803?  But  it  is  said  that  the 
introducti(»i  of  the  high  tariff  policy  has  not  been  injuri- 
onsto foreign  trade.  I  think  otherwise;  but  let  us  avoid 
an  array  of  opposite  opinions,  and  contradictory  assertions, 
which  decide  nothing,  and  produce  no  results,  and  let  us 
have  recourse  to  the  lo^  of  &cts  which  put  an  end  to  all 
mistakes.  Let  nsexknune  this  ptnnt  upon  evidence,  and 
evidence  of  that  character  that  no  man  may  be  permitted 
to  dispute  it.  I  speak  of  the  evidence  of  the  custom-house 
books,  and  will  take  two  periods  which  will  exhibit  the 
fiurest  state  of  the  question.  !  will  take  the  year  1816, 
which  was  tiieyear  of  the  commencement  of  the  high  tariff 
policy^  and  the  ytar  1930,  wluch  was  two  years  aner  tiMt 
system  had  attained  its  present  maximum  growth.  In  the 
tot  of  tlwae  years  the  export  of  domestic  productions  was 
164,781,896;  in  the  second  it  was  059,462,059.  Here  is 
a  decrease  of  five  millions,  whtn  there  ought  to  have  been 
an  increase  of  about  thirty  millions;  for  our  population 
had  increased  one-third  in  the  same  time,  and  our  countnr 
was  at  peace  with  all  the  world  during  the  whole  periodf 
and  her  foreign  commerce  should  have  been  as  progres- 
sive aa  her  population.  The  dimmtition  of  foreign  trade 
is  then,  in  reality,  atKMit  thirty.five  millions;  and  that  in 
the  short  space  (^fourteen  years.  This  »  a  striking  view 
of  tbedecline  of  foreign  trade  under  the  high  tariff  policy; 
but  it  is  by  no  means  the  strongest  view  which  the  case 
admits.  That  sbiingest  view  will  be  seen  in  the  dissec- 
tion, or  analysis,  of  our  export  trade  for  those  years;  an 
operation  which  will  show  that  the  decline  has  nllen,  not 
geoeRJly  upon  all  our  exports,  but  partially  and  exclu- 
nirely  on  the  producta  of  tlie  earth— producte  of  the 
South  and  West— while  the  exports  of  the  Northeast  have 
actually  increased  during  the  same  period. 

Here  is- the  analysis: 

In  1816,  the  domestic  exports  were: 

In  the  products  of  agriculture,        -  $53,354,000 
ofthe  forest,  -  7,293,000 

oftheaea.  -  -  1,331,000 
of  manufiMJtures,     -  1,755,000 

In  1S30,  tliey  were; 

In  the  products  of  agriculture,  $46,976,333 


In  the  producta  of  the  forest,  -  4,192,047 

ofthe  aea,  -  -  1,726,370 
of  manufiictures,     -  6,557,380 

Here,  sir,  is  proof  for  you!  Here  is  demonstrati«i! 
Here  is  the  logic  of  the  exaet  sciences!  Here  is  the  true 
working  of  the  high  tariff  policy!  And  what  does  it  prove 
to  you?  It  proves  that  agriculture  in  the  year  1830  is  wortli 
■even  millions  less  than  in  1816,  instead  of  being  worth 
one-third,  or  seventeen  millions  more;  that  the  products  of 
the  forest— a  kindred  product  to  agriculture — are  three 
millioM  lev  in  1830  than  1816,  instead  of  being  three  mib 
Koof  more;  that  the  products  of  the  tea,  instead  of  declin- 
ing like  the  t>thers,  have  actually  advanced  near  half  a 
millioni  and  that  the  products  of  the  manufactories  liave 
advMiced  upwards  of  threefold,  from  one  million  and 
three-quartet's  to  six  mUlions  and  a  half!  This  logic  of 
figures  puts  to  flight  all  the  delusive  theories  wliich  would 
either  <Ieny  the  fiKt  of  a  decline  in  our  foreign  commerce, 
or  attribute  it  to  the  diminutioa  of  money,  and  consequent 
fall  of  prices.  The  produce  of  the  high  tariff  States  la 
not  aflected  by  thoae  caoaes.  The  produce  of  the  sea, 
namely,  fish,  oil,  whalebone,'  and  spermaceti,  which  goes 
from  the  high  tarifl'  butes  in  the  Northeast,  sella  as  well  wt 
ever.  The  produce  of  the  manu^tories,  -too  numerous 
to  be  detailed,  especially  after  reading  a  list  of  them  an 
hour  ago,  aiso  goes  from  the  same  State,  and  is  vastly  in- 
creased. But  the  produce  of  agriculture,  namely,  beef, 
pork,  bacon,  flour,  grain,  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  &c.  &c., 
which  goes  from  the  8outliem  and  Western  States,  is  huge- 
ly sunk  in  value;  the  produce  of  Uie  forest,  which  goes 
principally  from  the  same  SUtes,  and  consists  of  skins  and 
t'urs,  of  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  turpentine,  of  staves  and  shin- 
gles, hewn  timber,  masts,  spars,  boards,  and  other  lumber, 
has  also  sunk  in  value.  Sir,  there  is  no  mistake  in  these 
figures!  no  error  in  these  deductions!  no  room  for  any  di- 
versi^  of  opinion!  The  high  tariff  works  alike,  through- 
outalj  itsdepartments,  and  in  every  operation,  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  is  hurtful  to  the  farmer  and  the  planter;  it  la 
beneficial  to  the  fisherman  and  the  inanufactarer.  It  sheds 
the  whole  of  its  benign  influences  upon  the  Northeast;  it 
reserves  all  its  baleful  effects  for  the  South  and  West! 

Several  speaker^  Mr.  President,  have  read  to  us  thfe 
accounts  of  British  oppression  during  our  colonial  i-assal- 
age.  1'hey  have  ahown  tlwt  we  were  allowed  to  nutnu- 
facture  nothing  for  ounslve^  and  were  compelled  to  pur- 
chase the  manufactures  of  the  mother  country.  This  was 
certainly  a  great  oppresnon  upon  the  colonists,  and  de- 
served their-higbest  rtrsentment;  but  in  some  respects  ti^u 
present  state  oftmde  between  the  West  and  the  hightnrift' 
States  is  on  a  worse  footing  for  the  West  than  that  of  the 
colonists  was  with  the  motlier  country.  In  the  first  place, 
the  colonists  bought  their  manufactures  from  tlie  mother 
country  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  we  buy  from  the  high  tariff 
States,  especiallym  the  raentialarticlesof  woollen  goods. 
In  the  next  place,  the  colonists  paid  in  their  own  produc- 
tions, we  in  money.  In  the  tliird  place,  the  colonists  fur- 
nished the  raw  materials  to  be  woi-ked  up  in  England, 
while  the  West  furnishes  scarcely  any  raw  material  for  the 
Northeastern  manufactures,  and  many  of  them  employ  fo- 
reign materials,  to  the  exclusion  of  American  materials. 
We  have  a  very  striking  instance  of  this  in  a  memorial  now 
upon  our  tables  from  a  firm  of  flax  manufiicturers  near 
Phikdelphia.  It  cmtuna  this  remarkable  sentence:  "The 
manufactures  your  memorialbts  produce  are  from  foreign 
flax  exclusively,  and  consist  of  shoe  threads,  tailors'  th  reads, 
twines,  and  flax  and  tow  yams  entering  into  other  manu- 
factures, as  checks,  linens,  carpeting,  patent  floor  cloth, 
boot  webbing,  ami  hair  seating,  which  cannot  be  made 
from  the  flax  grown  in  this  country,  of  a  quality  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  the  consumers."  Now,  under  the  old  co- 
lonial system,  these  manufacturers  would  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  use  American  flax,  and  to  have  patd  Americans  for 
it;  but  under  our  high  tariff,  they  buy  the^ax  fh}m  abroad; 
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•nd  the  high  duties  upon  all  die  mnu&cturea  of  flax,  as 
threada  and  twinea,  checka  and  lineoit  carpetii^  and 
floor  dotluv  boot  webbing  and  hur  seating^  enablea  them 
to  aell  tiie  inanufiLCture  sufficiently  high  to  «iiU)le  than  to 
buy  the  foreign  material,  and  die  people  are  to  be  delud- 
ed with  the  Btor^  that  this  is  a  domestic  manufcctoiY !  The 
quantity  of  foreign  flax  imported  into  the  United  States 
in  tvo  year*  after  the  tajriff  of  1838,  and  renuuning  in  the 
country  for  consumption,  was  ninety-six  thousand  seren 
hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  wortii;  which,  of  course, 
went  into  our  domestic  mana&ctiMriea.  It  ia  the  same 
tUn^  with  other  artideii  for  our  cu^oiiKlioiiae  books  show 
an  import  of  foreign  wool,  snce  the  tariff  of  1834,  to  the 
value  of  two  milhon  aerenty-two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  etghtv-five  dollars,-  of  foreign  hemp  to  the  value  of 
three  miUion  fire  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-two  dollars}  of  foreign  indigo  to  the 
value  of  four  mil&on  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dottars;  of  foreign  raw 
hidea  to  the  value  of  eleven  million  one  hundred  and  se- 
venty-two tbouNnd  flcven  hundred  dollani  and  of  forrign 
furs  to  the  nine  of  two  million  ■eventy-aeven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars:  making,  in  the  whole, 
an  importation  of  foreign  materials,  in  five  articles  alone, 
to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  Aort 

re  of  six  yeara,  between  the  years  1834  and  1830.  And 
is  the  nett  amount  which  remained  in  die  country  for 
consumption,  after  deducting  the  re-cxportationa.  This 
immense  sum  has  been  ^vd  to  foreigners,  instead  of  Ame- 
rican citiacn>(  so  tha^  in  tbia  reqiect,  our  tnde  with  the 
NottbeMtem  nwmhcturets  is  on  a  ftr  wotm  fbotingthan 
that  of  the  old  colonists  with  Great  Britain.  But  I  trust 
that  tUk  hardship  will  soon  he  relieved,  and  that,  in  the 
modification  of  the  tariff  at  the  present  aesNon,  the  farm- 
ers and  planters  of  the  United  States  will  be  admitted 
into  the  benefita  of  the  American  system,  and  secured  in 
the  domestic  supply  of  the  raw  materials  to  our  domestic 
manu&ctories.  I  hope  for  this  much  for  the  farmers,  and 
for  the  honor  <d  the  fyatetn.  For  notiiing  can  be  more 
absurd  than  to  erect  dmnetfic  manu&cturea  upon  foreign 
materials;  nothing  more  contratSctory  than  to  pre^cate 
independence  for  goods  upon  dependence  for  materials 
to  miake  them  out  of;  nothing  more  iniquitous  than  to  give 
to  the  manufacturers  the  bome  market  of  goods,  and  not 

a've  to  the  flumers  the  borne  market  of  raw  materials;  no- 
ing  more  insulting  to  the  underrtandings  of  the  people, 
than  to  call  Bucbaone-odedmonopdyan  American  system. 
The  West,  ttiei^  Mr.  Pfendent,  In  common  widiallthe 
agricultural  portions  of  this  Union,  baa  a  deep  and  ditvct 
interest  in  the  preaervaUon  and  extension  of  foreign  trade. 
If  she  looked  to  her  interest  alone,  if  she  looked  at  the 
question  under  the  single  aspect  of  selfish  benefit,  she 
would  be  an  adrocate  for  unrestricted  commerce  with  all 
the  world.  She  would  continue  the  cry,  upon  which  she 
went  to  war  twenty  years  ago,  for  fi-ee  trade  and  sjulors* 
ri^ts!  But  the  West  is  not  individual  in  her  existence, 
nor  egotistical  in  her  policy.  She  is  a  sectional  division 
of  an  extended  confiMleniqrt  she  belongs  to  a  great  politi- 
cal systemt  she  is  subject  to  a  duplicate  form  of  Govern- 
ment; and  these  conditions  in^ose  upon  her  obligations, 
which  neither  du^  nor  patriotism  permit  her  to  disregard. 
Her  GoTtrnment  must  be  supported,  and  that  support  re- 
quires revenue}  her  independenee  must  be  maintuned, 
and  that  independenee  requires  a  home  supply  of  certain 
articles.  Foreign  commerce  presents  the  most  conveni- 
ent subject  for  revenue,  for  the  support  of  the  Federal 
Government;  and  the  levy  of  that  revenue  may  be  nude 
the  means  of  encouraging  the  production  of  the  essential 
articles  which  our  independence  requires  to  be  made  at 
home.  Hence  the  necessity  of  qualifying  the  unlimited 
freedom  of  trade,  which  our  pecuniarv  interest  might  re- 
quire; and  hence,  also,  the  measure  of  that  qualification. 
And  thi%  Mr.  President,  brings  me  back  to  a  point  vhich 


I  mentioned  before,  and  which,  upon  this  subject,  is  the 
law  and  the  prophets  witix  me :  revenue,  to  the  extent  of  the 
Government  wants;  prote^ion  aa  an  incident  to  revenue. 

Sir,  I  do  not  argue  these  pointe  over  again;  nor  do  I  go 
further  into  thediscusMHi  for  r^;ulatiiv  foreign  ctmimetee 
upon  the  prindple  of  redprocity,  and  esCabliahii^  discrim- 
inating duties  as  a  means  of  eoerdng  or  eonciliatuig  bene- 
ficial treaties  from  foreign  nations.  I  leave  all  these  points 
to  their  fate,  to  live  or  perish  upon  what  has  already  been 
said.  But  there  was  a  phrase  used  by  General  Bamiltoo, 
and  read  to  you  aome  half  hour  ago^  which  I  muat  be  ex- 
cused for  bnnging  up  again  to  the  notice  the  Senate. 
General  Hammon  Rioke  of  the  American  systemi  and  be 
is  the  first  individual,  to  ftr  as  my  reading  extends,  that 
ever  pronounced  that  phrase.  But  in  what  sense  tUd  he 
use  iif  For  the  destruction  of  foreign  commerce.'  think 
you!  and  the  aubstitution  of  a  delusive  bome  trade,  and 
domestic  inanu&etureaf  No,  sir!  But  for  the  preserva- 
tion, the  extension,  the  promotiqn  of  formgn  trade',  to 
exalt  it  to  the  Ugbest  point  of  prosperi^!  and  that  bv  » 
discrinunstingdu^!  lUawaa  General  Hamiltoa'a  idea 
of  an  American  natem!  Ttna  wu  the  natem,  llus  tbe 
policy,  which,  inUie  glowing  language  of  that  ardent  maiv 
was  to  enable  u%  not  to  cut  tbe  connexion,  but  to  dictate 
the  terms  of  Oie  connexion,  between  tbe  old  and  the  new 
world.  This  it  was  which  was  to  open  to  us  the  oomneice 
of  all  nations,  upon  reciprocal  terms.  And  this  is  the  sya- 
tem  with  which  Prcndent  Wiuhingtcii  directed  Mr.  Goo- 
vemcur  Morris  to  warn  En^and  in  1769,  and  the  fear  of 
which,  Mr.  Madina  telb  ua^  induced  Mr.  KtttobriqK 
this  bin  into  Pa^ameut  for  the  rehxalioa  of  the  Brilidi 
restrictive  system  above  forty  years  ago.  Ttus  b  the  sys- 
tem the  success  of  which  was  believed  to  be  inftUible  fer^ 
years  ago.  Is  there  the  least  reason  to  believe  its  aucoess 
would  bil-  now }  So  far  from  it,  that  succesa  ia  still  more 
probable  now  than  at  that  time.  Examine  its  operation: 
see  its  practical  effect  upon  foragn  Powers.  We  import 
linens  from  England,  France,  and  Oennanyi  each  irf*  these 
Powers  takea  tobeooo  from  tu,  but  widi  heavy  dutiea  or 
restrictiona.  We  abolish  duties  on  linens  m  &Tor  of  a^y 
Power  that  will  take  our  tobacco  on  moderate  duties;  and 
we  leave  a  duty  of  six  or  eight  per  cent  on  the  lineiis  of 
those  Powers  that  refuse.  'I1ie  result  must  be,  that  some 
one  will  enter  into  our  arranRementi  and  if  any  one  does, 
tbe  others  must,  or  suffer  a  decline  in  a  branch  of  trade 
which  will  be  gt^'tly  to  their  own  prejudice.  Another 
example:  we  get  coffee  from  Cuba,  St.  DoaungOk  and 
Braal;  all  these  countries  tkke  provirioiis  from  ns,  hut 
loaded  with  duttes  beyond  tiieir  vaiae  in  the  Ututed  States. 
Tlieir  cvffec  tnule  with  us  is  indispensable.  We  are  ttiw 
best  customer.  A  free  trade  in  coffee  with  any  one  of 
them  would  compel  tbe  others  to  relax  in  thar  lugfa  du- 
ties, and  relieve  our  provinon  ^de  from  oppreaave  bur- 
dens in  tbe  West  Indies.  I  mention  a  fow  articles,  and  a 
few  Powers  only,  by  way  of  example;  but  the  system  which 
I  recommend  extenda  to  all  Powers  without  exception, 
and  to  all  the  leadiw  articlea  on  vUdi  we  propoae  to 
abolish,  or  greatly  rewce,  our  dutiea.  Siieceat  seems  to 
be  certain)  but  if  not,  what  tiien^  Have  we  lost  any 
tiling^  No,  UT;  we  are  where  we  should  be  without  tbe 
attempt.  And  this  is  the  peculiar  recommendation  of  tbe 
discriminating  system,  that,  while  it  proposes,  and  idmost 
makes  sure  oT  the  greatest  advant^es,  it  cxposea  nothing 
to  risk. 

Sir,  this  proportion  for  equivalents  obviates  the  objec- 
tion to  a  repeal  of  duties  on  articles  of  luxury.  Under 
the  plan  I  propose,  the  repeat  wUl  be  purcbaaed,  not  grant- 
ed gratuitously;  and  the  labcner  that  never  uses  a  luxury 
wilfhave  tbe  benefit  of  the  repeal  of  duty  on  all  articles 
of  that  description  in  the  improved  markets  which  it  will 
obtain  for  bis  produce  abroad.' 

Sir,  let  no  one  td>ject  to  tbe  trial— the  experimrat— of 
this  system^  upon  a  self-made  pre^ctfon  that  it  may  not 
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ncceed.  Sii^tter  predictiDni  ue  «  rery  coiiUDOii>  but  m 
Teiy  ooMenble  tubmtute  fer  ■did  u^ment.  Thfy  are 
inndious  objectioni,  often  diigiuKd  in  candor,  founded  in 
hoitility.  They  aid  the  Aveign  Powen,  by  iuf;gestii^  to 
tliem  an  adreiM  poU^*  and  coii6napinff  tiMm  u  aelieines 
of  countemctiom.  Boob  predietioiM  btimv  to  the  enemy, 
or  to  those  feeble  nundi  to  which  every  attempt  ia  an  im- 
ponbility,  who  aee  defeat  in  erery  undertaking.  Let 
wch  be  content  with  their  own  inactivity,  without  throw- 
ing cokt  water  upon  the  u^dor  of  others.  Let  the  timid 
itand  back.  They  could  do  nothing  if  they  tried.  "  Faint 
heart  never  won  fittr  lady."  Let  the  bold  forward. 
Let  thoae  try  who  have  the  qnrit  of  victoty  wiUiia  Umib. 
I  preset  WM^ooJy  fas  my  couirtiy.  1  predict  aueceai, 
and  the  mott  beneficial  comeqenoea,  from  a  trial  of  the 
diaerhnniatii^  tystem.  We  can  ab<diah  siiteen  millioni 
of  dutieat  we  oan  aet  one-half  our  c<Hnmerce  freei  all  Eu- 
Tope  want!  a  abare  in  that  free  tradet  and  evcfT  Power  in 
EuKwe  win  bid  for  it,  and  grant  equivalents  for  it.  If  not 
natuitouily  abandoned  to  them.  Why  ^ould  we  aban- 
don auch  a  privUege>  Why  not  avail  onraelves  of  all  our 
fair  advantages?  We  hold  a  lever  with  which  we  can  fift 
the  commercial  lyBtem  of  the  world)  we  oceupyapontioo 
wluch  enables  UB  to  command  the  commerce  ofaU  nationa— 
a  porition  which,  in  the  language  of  General  Hamilton,  ena- 
bles ui  to  dictate  the  terms  of  the  connexion  between  Ame- 
rica and  Europe.  Why  refuse  to  work  thatlever?  Why 
forego  the  advantages  of  luch  A  poution?  Why  abandon  forty 
nulliona  of  free  trade  to  the  gratuitous  enjoyment  of  fweign 
national  Why  not  ask  for  equivalents^  Why  not  ask  for 
a  reducti<Hi  of  inxteen  mUlioni  of  duties  on  our  exports  of 
min  and  pronnons,  tobacco,  rice,  flour,  Stc.  in  return 
lor  a  reducuon  of  sixteen  milUons  here  upon  the  imports 
of  nika  and  winei»  linens  and  worsted  stuff  goods,  coffee, 
8(c.,  wluch  we  receive  from  foreij^  nations?  Why  not 
try  the  system  of  the  constitution,  m  a  conjuncture  so  &- 
vorable,  wluch  mav  never  recur  again,  when  success  is 
now  to  certun,  and  the  advantagea  ao  great?~-wben  the 
attempt  expoaes  nothing  to  risk,  aad  fiwure  would  leave 
aUthmgajustaatiievare?  laskfor  a  chance,  and  notliuig 
but  a  chance.  I  ask  it  in  the  name  of  the  ematitution, 
and  the  good  of  the  country.  If  we  are  defeated,  let  the 
defeat  come  from  abroad.  If  tlie  constitution  eanoot  work) 
if  its  theray  of  regulating  trade  by  discriminating  duties 
is  a  fallacy;  if  the  constitution  is  to  ^  in  the  nuun  object 
for  which  it  was  formed,  and  without  which  it  would  not 
have  been  formed,  let  it,.at  least,  have  a  trial  first.  Let 
the  failure  be  proved  upon  experiment,  and  not  acknow- 
ledged upon  anticipation.  But  it  will-not  fail.  Au^ntic 
facts  enable  me  to  say  it  will  not.  France  haa  actually 
began  the  qrstem  of  ^acrinunating  duties  with  ua.  1  sl- 
-lude  to  the  arrangement  upon  wines  and  cottons,  which 
the  late  treaty  contains.  Another  Power,  which  I  do  not 
name,  for  a  reason  which  the  Senate  well  understand,  is 
now  actually  complaining  that  we  do  not  begin  the  system 
with  her}  and  that  Power  is  one  of  our  best  customers  for 
tobacco,  and  the  very  best  customer  we  have  for  rice. 
The  Governor  Generu  of  the  Swedi^  West  Indies,  from 
a  third  Power,  made  a  virit  to  this  ci^  two  years  ago  to 
prapoM  the  same  policy  between  the  Swedish  West  Indies 
and  the  United  States;  an  instance  which  1  cite,  not  for 
adoption  to  the  extent  be  proposed,  but  to  show  the  ge- 
neral feeling  in  &vor  of  a  just  redprocity  in  trade.  Nor 
do  I  despair  of  England-  The  vast  majority  of  her  peo- 
ple, and  a  powerful  minority  in  Fartiament,  have  alwaya 
been  in  fiivor  of  relaxation  in  her  com  laws;  the  refinin  of 
the  repreaentation,  now  in  progress,  is.  expected  to  efiect 
that  reform  in  legislation;  and  a  circumstance  just  occur- 
red in  England  raises  my  expectatim  of  its  early  succesa. 
It  is  the  refonl  of  the  titular  Lord  Milton  to  accept  a  peer- 
age, and  go  into  the  House  of  Lords,  because  he  wishes  to 
remain  in  the  House  of  Commons  till  the  com  laws  are 
Tq»ealed. 


Mr.  Presideiit,  1  hope  I  have  been  fbrtunate  enough  to 
make  myaelf  intelligible  to  the  Senate.  I  certainly  under- 
stand myself,  whether  others  door  not.  I  am  an  enemy 
to  unnecessary  taxation,  and  mean  to  vote  for  reducing 
the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  die  Goverament.  I  am  an 
enemy  to  a  public  deb^  to  its  substance  as  wellasto  Its 
shadow,  and  mean  to  vote  for  relief  from  the  burdens  as 
well  as  relief  from  the  name  of  oor  present  debt.  I  am 
a  friend  to  domestic  industry,  and  intend  to  give  it  a  fair 
protection  under  the  regular  exercise  of  we  revenue- 
raisng  power.  I  am  a  friend  to  a  judiciouB  tariff,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  an  injudidous,  or  apoUtical,  or  a  sectional 
one;  and  mean  to  have  regard  to  every  pubUc  interest — 
the  ftrmer  as  well  aa  the  manufocturer — the  ctmsumer  as 
well  as  the  producer— the  importer  as  well  as  the  ex- 
porter, in  adjusting  the  fUture  scale  of  the  tariff  duties. 
Above  all,  1  am  a  friend  to  the  cultivators  of  the  earth, 
and  mean  to  labor  liard  to  give  them  some  benefit  from 
the  reduction  of  the  revenue,  in  lowering  the  price  of 
land!  and  aboUshing  the  tax  on  salt.  For  the  rest,  I  am  in 
&vor  of  action,  not  words.  I  am  for  ^pna^  to  wwk  on 
the  tariff  bill,  and  ceasing  'to  ddiate  on  the  tariff  resolu- 
tions. I  am  in  fiivor  of  dropping  both  the  resolutions  be- 
fore us,  and  sending  another  to  a  committee,  directing 
that  committee  to  bring  in  the  whole  tariff  in  one  bill — 
every  item  now  subject  to  duty;  that  we  may  take  it  up 
for  decinon,  begin  at  the  beginning,  and  go  to  the  end;  u- 
tering  what  we  can  alter,  anashowm^  the  resultto  the  peo- 
ple, lor  theirapproval  or  condemnation.  This  is  what  I  am 
now  for;  and  for  this  purpose,  I  now  conclude  my  speech, 
and  offer  you  a  resdution  in  amendment,  or'  substitatkm 
of  those  which  are  now  depentUng,  [instructing  the  com- 
mitteee  to  which  the  subject  shouUl  be  referrctC  to  report 
a  bill  embracing  all  the  items  on  which  a  reduction  might 
be  thoug^it  proper,  either  with  or  widioat  fixing  tiie  rate 
of  duties  on  each  article.] 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FaiBAT,  Havcb  16. 

REFUNDING  OF  DUTIES. 
The  bill  to  exempt  imported  merchandise  in  certain 
cases  from  the  operation  of  the  tariff  law  of  1828,  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  offered  an  amendment,  that  where  any 
merchant  or  agent  in  a  totvapi  oonntiy  had  made  pur- 
chase of  certain  articles  specified  to  he  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  where  said  purchase  was  made  in  the 
regular  course  of  business  before  the  tariff  act  of  1838 
was  known  to  said  merchant  or  agent,  tiiat  said  articlea  be 
exempt  from  the  duty  then  laid  upon  them. 

Mr.  S.  supported  t^e  amendment  and  explained  the 
effect  of  the  duty  upon  the  commercial  interest  generally. 

Mr.  CLAY  sud  that  the  bill  proposed  a  large  a^pn^ria- 
tion,  but  involved  principles  moK  fanpmrtanV  as  it  ought 
estab^  a  precedent  of  great  influence  in  its  consequen- 
ces. In  order  to  enable  the  Senate  to  obtain  a  full  view 
of  the  amendment  and  documents,  and  have  an  opportu- 
nity carefully  to  exaiiune  the  subject,  he  moved  to  lay 
tbe  bill  on  the  table,  in  hopes  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  move  to  have  the  amendment  and 
documents,  which  he  had  read,  and  which  he  considered 
■atia&ctoiv,  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  The  bill 
proceeded  mi  the  principle  that  no  part  of  the  increaaed 
daty  bad  entered  into  tiie  price  of  the  articles  on  wUcb  it 
had  been  laid  and  if  that  case  could  be  f«rly  made  out, 
the  petitionm  ought  have  an  equitable  claim  to  relief 

The  tuU  was  lud  on  the  table,  and  the  amendment  and 
aceompai^ing  documents  ordered  to  be  piuited. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  tiie  consideration  of  Mr. 
CKaT*a  reaohition  respecting  the  tariff. 
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Mr.  BIBB,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  until  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment, in  opposition  to  the  resolution. 
The  Senate  tnan  u^ourned  over  to  Monday. 

MoHUAi,  March  19. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
made  a  report  adi'erse  to  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
alum  saU,  concluding  with  a  resolution  Hiat  the  bill  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

The  report  and  aeeompanying  docoments  were  ordvred 
to  be  printed. ' 

THE  TARIFF. 
The  Senate  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  fullavring 
resolutions,  subinittea  by  Mr.  Clax  on  tlie  9th  January 
last: 

liaoloed.  That  the  existing  duties  upon  articles  import' 
ed  from  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming  into  competi- 
tion with  similar  articles  made  or  produced  within  the 
United  States,  ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished,  except 
the  duties  upon  wines  and  silks,  and  tliat  they  ought  to  ok 
reduced . 

Resoloedj  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  report  a  bill 
accordingly. 

And  Ur.  Uaxxk's  ameodmcnt  thereto,  proposed  on  the 
16tli  of  January,  viz. 
Strike  out  all  afler  the  word  *' countries,"  and  insert  as 

follows: 

•■Be  so  reduced  that  the  amount  of  the  public  revenue 
shall  be  suHicit  nt  to  defray  the  expeiist^s  of  Government 
according  to  the  present  scale,  after  the  payment  of  the 
public  dcbtj  and  that,  allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
gradual  reduction  of  the  present  high  duties  on  the  arti- 
cles coming  in  competition  with  similar  articles  made  or 
produced  within  the  United  States,  the  duties  be  ulti- 
mately equalized,  so  that  the  duty  on  no  article  shall,  as 
compared  with  the  value  of  tlut  article,  varyj  materially 
from  the  general  average." 

Mr.  BIBB  resumed,  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  original  resolution,  and  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  rcferthe  whole  subject  to  the 
Comnuttee  on  Agriculture. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

Y£AS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Kills, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Uill,  Kane,  King,  Miller,  Moore, 
Poindexter,  Smith,  Troup,  Tyler,  White. — 18. 

NAY-S — Messrs.  Bell.  Clay,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dud- 
ley, Ewing,  Foot,  Frelingliuysen,  Hendricks,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Marcy,  Prentiss,  KobbinB,Jtobtnson,Seymour,  Sils- 
bee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Toililiiison,Wag^aman,Wilkins.-^3. 

Mr.  HAYNE  tlien  called  for  a  division  iA  the  questiont 
and  tbe  vote  was  first  taken  on  striking'  out  all  of  ^e 
or^nat  resolution  afler  the  word  *'  AesoAMif,"  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hayiie,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Miller,  Moore,  Poin- 
dexter, Robinson,  Smith,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wliite.— 18. 

NAYS.—MeEsrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudler,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuyaen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  J<rtitMton,  Knigfat.  Uarc}-,  PrentUs,  Bobbins, 
Seymour,  Sllsbce,  Sprague,  1'ipton,  Tomlinson,  Wa^- 
man,  Wilkins.— 23. 

The  PRESIDENT  declared  that  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
IUttts  was  rejected,  and,the  original  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  WILK1N8  remarked  that  he  had  intended  to  pro- 
pose a  substitute  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  trora 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat.]  From  tbe  deciuon of  the  Chair, 
he  did  not  know  bow  he  could  effect  hb  object.  He 
would,  for  the  present,  move  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  and  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  tbe  consideration  of 
executive  buunesa. 

Ur.  KING  suggested  that  the  only  mode  in  which  tlie 


gentleman  from  Pennsj^vania  eoukl  now  propose  his  sub- 
stitute, would  be  by  moving  a  reconsideration  <^  the  vote 
just  taken.  A  postponement  of  the  subject  would  not 
remove  the  difficulty, 

Mr.  WILKINS  said  it  was  proper  he  ^ould  apprise 
the  Senate  that  the  amendment  intended  to  be  proposed 
by  him  would  not  vary  the  general  principle  aasumed  in 
the  ori^nal  resolutioDf  he  was  only  deriroua  that  the  reso- 
lution sliould  be  somewhat  more  definite. 
_  Mr.  CLAY  said,  as  the  rescdutton  was  merely  the  anscr- 
tion  of  a  great  federal  or  general  principle,  it  was  un- 
necessary to  enter  into  deuils,  until  a  bill  dioold  be  re- 
ported, in  conformity  to  that  ;)rinciple.  The  questioi 
would  then  be  open  for  discuiisioo,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  wo|^ld  have  an  opportunity,  by  amend- 
ment, if  necewary,  to  effect  any  object  whicbi  migbt  be 
deemed  necessary.  Sic 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sidcration  of  the  subject  until  the  first  Monday  in  Hay. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  CLAY,  WILKftNS, 
and  HOLMES;  and  belbre  coming  to  a  de<^«m,  on  ino< 
tion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TuaaoAX,  Mabca  20. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Wabash  river,  and  for  the  survey  of  the  Kaskaskia  and 
White  riverst  and  mo\'cd  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and-Canals. 

Mr.  SMIl'H  opposed  this  reference,  and  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  tliat  he  hatl,  on  a  furmcrocca- 
sion,  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  of  inquiry  and  memo- 
rial on  this  subject  to  that  committeci  but  the  Senate  had, 
on  mature  debbention,  decided  to  refer  them  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canaln,  and  he  had,  therefore, 
moved  that  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  committee  having 
the  other  matters  in  relation  to  it  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  he  believed  this  was  the  first 
time  that  subjects  of  this  nature  had  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roods  and  Canals;  and  as  the  object  was  to 
benefit  commerce,  it  more  properly  belonged  to  that 
committee. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  replied  that  the  bill  for  Uic  im- 
provement of  the  Itississippi  and  ^hio  rivers  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Hoads  and  Canals,  on  a  former  occauon . 

Mr.  EWING  said  that  there  was  a  distinction  between 
foreign  commerce  and  internal  improvement.  Tlie  for- 
mer subject  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  but  the  latter  bein^  in  fact  for  the  im- 

Erovement  of  a  public  highway,  seemed  more  properly  to 
elong  to  the  Committee  on  Hoads  and  Canals.  As  this 
bill  provided  for  the  improvement  of  the  internal  commu- 
nication between  the  States,  he  was  in  favor  of  having  it 
referred  to  the  committee  on  ttiat  subject. 

After  some  fiirthcr  remarks  by  Messrs.  SMITH,  HEN- 
DRICKS, and  CLAYTON,  the  motion  of  Mr.  I!i;.>- 
DBicKi  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  and  obtuined  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  internal 
improvement  within  that  State;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  on  private  biUsand 
executive  business.  ' 


WxDimsiiAT,  HAScn  21. 
KEUISSION  OF  DUTIES. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprcsentBtiveB  Ibrlbe  re- 
lief ofBishop  Benedict  J .  Flaget,  was  read  tbe  second  tine. 
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JTWs  WM  ft  bill  to  remit  ttie  dutie*  on  certun  paintinn 
.  furniture  precented  by  two  forei^  potentatcB  to  the 
Cftth<dic  church  at  Bftirditown,  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CLAY  aud  there  was  no  necetn^  to  commit  this 
bill,  and  be  hoped  it  vould  be  allowed  to  paw  to  a  third 
Madinff.  It  waa  the  aame  bill,  and  made  the  aame  provi- 
■on,  as  that  introduced  by  him,  and  Ud  on  the  tMt. 
Thia  bill  vaa  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  otiier 
House,  and  for  tiie  benefit  of  Bi^p  Pfa^t  alone,  with* 
out  the  amendment  which  was  ofiered  to  the  bill  laid  on 
the  ttble  the  other  day  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidera- 
tion. If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  choae  to  convert  the 
other  bill  into  a  general  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of 
chttrchea,  in  umiur  caMSj  he  had  no  objeetioiL 

Mr.  TTLBR  said*  as  the  bill  came  from  the  other  House, 
be  should  decline  presring  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  opposed  the  bill  as  bemg  uncon- 
stitutional, and  having  a  tendency  to  otafalish  a  precedent 
that  nught  lead  to  numerous  applications  for  similar  ob- 
jects.  He  cited  the  case  of  the  bill  granting  land  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church  at  Richmond,  which  was  not  approv- 
ed b^  Prendent  Madison,  because  it  was  contrary  to  the 
constitution  to  grant  ezdunre  ptivilegcs  to  any  religious 
wet  or  denomination.  The  diiirehes  Uiat  had  impwted 
organs  miglit  requhre  the  mms  prhilcffe,  if  this  was  grant- 
ed. If  they  were  imported  for  an  indiTidaal,  the  duty 
nufiht  be  remitted. 

Mr.  KAN£  said  there  was  a  striking  difference  between 
tbts  bill  and  the  one  with  the  smendment.  This  bill  was 
for  the  benefit  of  an  individual — the  other  for  a  particular 
church.  It  was  customary  to  grant  privileges  oi  tills  kind 
to  iodividuals  not  at  the  Itead  «  a  rehgiout  body,  and  he 
could  see  no  reuon  why  the  fact  of  his  being  a  bishop 
should  exclude  him  from  the  common  privilegea  of  other 
citisens.  Books,  paintiiq^  &c.  for'the  benefit  of  learn- 
ing and  the  fine  arts,  were  admitted  free,  in  many  cases, 
far  the  encouragement  of  literature  and  the  fine  aru. 
These  paintinp  were  not  objects  of  worship,  but  of  or- 
nament, and  the  remisnon  of  the  duty  on  them  could  not 
be  conndered  as  &Toring  any  religious  demmtination  in 
tbdr  worship,  because  they  were  hui^  upon  the  walls 
of  a  cathedral,  more  tiian  if  they  were  placed  in  the  Aca- 
demy ofFine  Arts,  in  PhiUdelphia — to  the  latter  of  which 
this  benefit  had  been  extended.  The  object  was  simply 
to  declare  that,  if  a  foreigner  chose  to  make  a  donation  of 
paintings  to  a  person  in  this  coantry,  to  be  hung  up  in  a 
church,  or  ebewbere,  Cot^ress  would  not  discourage  it 
by  imponng  a  heavy  du^  upon  the  giii  Tins  was  for  the 
benem  of  aU  persona  who  dioae  to  resort  Uiere  to  ex*- 
mine  them,  and  bad  nothing  to  do  with  religious  privi- 
leges whatever. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  that  he  waa  in  hopes  that  he  should 
have  been  pnmitted  to  remain  silent  after  having  with- 
drawn his  proposed  amendment,  and  that,  for  one  angle 
day,  the  subject  of  the  tariff  would  have  been  allowed  to 
rest  unmolested.  But  the  gentleman  had  thought  proper 
to  found  bis  argument  on  this  very  aalyeet,  ana  this  in  re- 
ference to  an  o^n  imported  when  the  tarifr  of  1816  waa 
in  force,  andof  course  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  present 
duties.  I'he  gentleman  had  alhioed  to  the  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church  at  Richmond.  He  had  brought  for- 
ward that  measure,  which  waa  based  on  tbe  humane  and 

Smpathetic  feelings  wluch  arose  trom  the  destruction  of 
e  Kchmond  theatre,  and  the  loaa  of  two  hundred  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  Vir^nia  in  that  conflagrm- 
tioD.  If  the  gentleman  had  presented  a  wmkr  neaaure, 
he  would  certainly  support  it  on  the  same  grouadt.  There 
was  a  AfTerence  between  the  purchase  of  articles  and  a 
&«ewiU  ofierii^i  and  if  tbe  question  was,  which  diould 
be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  coming  free  at  dtrty,  he 
would  Bay,  the  jwawiaae  which  was  already  buidened  with 
a  heavy  price. 
Mr.  CLAY  sud  that  the  course  taken  by  the  genlteman 
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from  Virginia  waa  quite  libeialt  and  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Miaaisaippi  would  not  again  urge  the  objec- 
tion that  organs  might  be  required  to  come  duty  free  if 
this  was  paned.  When  this  subject  came  up,  there  waa 
no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  would  play  the  tune  to  it. 
With  respect  to  the  paintings,  they  never  would  have 
been  brought  to  the  United  States  but  for  the  henevo* 
lence  of  fiweignera,  as  Bidiop  Plaget  waa  unable  to  pnr^ 
chaae  them  himself.  The  gentleman  objects  to  the  bill, 
because  Prewdent  Hadiaon  dedded  that  it  was  not  consti- 
tutional to  pass  laws  in  ftivor  of  religious  denominations. 
But,  in  that  caae,  the  object  was  to  obtun  the  lights  of 
pre-emption  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  The  very 
term  prc'cmption  implies  privilege.  But  tins  is  the  case 
of  an  individual,  and  the  gentleman  admits  QaX,  if  he  waa 
not  a  bidiop,  he  would  be  entitled  to  this  benefit;  and  it 
the  gentleman  prepared  to  say  that  a  person  at  the  bead 
of  a  rel%ioas  denomination  shall  be  deprived  of  that  which 
he  would  be  entitled  to  as  a  private  dtizen?  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  President  Madison  would  have  sanction- 
ed this  bill,  if  it  had  been  offered  to  him  when  President? 
What,  sir,  are  we  to  refuse  that  justice  to  a  man  because 
he  ia  of  a  religiooa  deiMwination,  which  he  would  be  enti- 
tled to  if  he  was  of  no  rdurion^  This  seems  to  be  a  pe- 
culiar fiivorite  prindple  wiui  some  of 'tiie  foreign  Gorem- 
ments,  but  not  of  our  own.  Already  baa  Congress  passed 
bills  renutting  the  duties  on  vestments,  and  other  fiimi- 
ttire,  for  churches.  This  looks  more  like  fiivming  religion 
than  to  remit  the  duty  on  paintings,  which  are  more  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  nne  arts  than  religious  worship. 
Bibles  bavel)een  admitted  free  of  dii^  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Baltimcne  Bible  Society  t  and  there  are  e^t 
or  ten  cases  on  recOTd  of  precaselv  the  same  prindple, 
where  Congress  has  renutted  the  duty  on  imported  atti> 
cles.  Mr.  C.  concluded  with  the  remark  that  he  hoped 
tbe  gentleman  would  agree  to  the  measure,  and,  if  not,  he 
should  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  deciflon  of  the  Senate. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Means.  BENTON 
and  POINDEXTER,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  atiurd  read- 
ing— yeas  26,  nays  not  counted. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  WILKINS  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  amendment, 
which  he  had  before  given  notice  that  he  should  offer  to 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Clat,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
would  be  precluded  if  not  offered  at  tlus  time.  He  widi- 
ed  to  ascertain  whether  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  dis- 
pensing^with  tiie  parliamentary  custom  of  precluding  fur- 
ther anieiidmenta,  after  amotion  to  strike  out  the  whole  had 
failed,  waa  considered  as  valid,  or  whether  he  should  have 
to  move  a  reconsideration  in  order  to  attain  his  object 

Mr.  KING  (then  in  the  chair)  sud  that,  in  1834,  an  ap- 
peal on  a  question  of  order  had  been  made  to  the  Senate, 
which  had.  In  direct  opposition  to  all  parliamentaj^  rule, 
determined  to  amend,  after  having  refused  to  strike  out. 
Since  that  time,  cases  of  the  same  kind  had  occuned,  and 
the  practice,  supposed  to  have  been  setUed  by  that  deci- 
sion, had  been  acqiuesoed  in.  Tbe  Chair  was  decidedly 
of  opimon  tiiat,  without  this  precedent,  directly  contrary 
to  m  rules  of  parliamentary  practice,  botli  in  England 
and  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  after  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to  strike  out  any 
part  of  it,  would  not  be  m  order. 

Mr.  HAYNE  agreed  that  the  Gbair  was  eeiMct  in  his 
statement  of  the  former  practiee  of  die  Senate,  and  die 
parliamentaiy  uswet  but  it  had  been  found  inconvenient 
and  productive  ofinjurioua  consequences,  and,  therefore, 
the  Senate  had  decided  that  the  custom  should  not  be  ad- 
hered to.  This  decitton  had  also  been  made  in  tbe  popu- 
lar branch  of  the  State  Legislature  over  which  he  had 
formerly  had  tiie  honor  to  preside;  and  this  decision  should 
be  vdUd  untU  the  Soiate  thought  proper  to  reverse  it 

Mr.  WlUUNSsaidtlwthHODlyobjectwastoascettau 
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the  Miiie  of  the  8emte  on  ttie  subject  It 
to  him  vhich  w»jr  it  wu  decided.    He  should  not  press 
be  lubject  further  than  to  preTcnt  his  being  precuklcd 
from  ofleriDg  his  unendment  in  any  shape. 

After  some  furtiier  remarks  from  the  Cbaib, 

Mr.  CLAY  iMd  tliat  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion, but  merely  to  state  his  opinion  of  the  propriety  of 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  He  vas  of  the  opinion  that 
die  motion  to  strike  ou^^  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Booth  Carolina*  and  dedded  in  the  nentive*  did  not  pre- 
clude any  other  amendment  which  mi^t  he  ofiered.  He 
did  not  consider  that  this  decision,  in  effect,  adopted  the 
resolution}  and  if  the  amendment  to  be  proposed  was  dif- 
ferent in  its  nature  from  the  one  negstired,  it  was  unques- 
tionably proper  to  admit  it.  He  spoke  with  gnaX.  defer- 
ence to  the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen,  having  more 
experience  in  the  practice  of  the  Senatet  but,  according 
to  all  the  proceedings  of  legislative  bodies  wiUi  wldc^  he 
was  acquainted,  be  conaUered  that  the  resolution  was  still 
open  to  amendment. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  WILKINS  and 
MILLER,  the  subject  was  hud  on  the  table. 

The  foUowiag  KScdutiDii  was  nibmitted  by  Mr.  WAG- 
GAHAN: 

Bnohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  be 
iastnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to 
the  State  of  Loiumna  50(^000  acres  of  the.puhtic  luid, 
to  aid  the  said  Slate  in  keepuw  open  tiie  watereoanes 
oomrnunieeting  with  the  Mississippi,  and  Air  such  other 
objects  as  may  be  conndered  of  pnblie  utiUty. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  offered  a  resolution  of  inquiry  r«- 
lative  to  a  grant  of  500,000  acres  of  land  to  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

On  motim  of  Mr.  MARCT,  the  «n£nidied  business  of 
yesterday  via  kid  on  the  table,  and  the  Senate  went  into 
executive  buiinesst  and,  after  ipending  some  time  therein. 

The  Senate  adjonnied. 

TavasuT,  Mabok  33. 

After  the  usual  morning  business, 

Mr.  W1LRIN8  asked  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  CLATToiT,]whelher  he  was  willing  to  take  up  tiie  ap- 
portionment bill  at  tiiis  time.  It  was  a  subject  of  great 
mterest  to  the  country,  and  the  Legislatures  of  many 
States  were  waiting  a  deciaoni  and  therefore  he  was  anx- 
ious that  the  subject  should  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as  it 
could  be  done  conveniently. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  had  no  abjection  to  having  the  ^ueition 
deciiled  at  any  time  when  the  Senate  was  full;  but,  ss  it 
was  a  question  of  great  importance  to  the  country,  and 
one  in  which  every  member  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  record  his  vote,  he  would  observe  that  his  coHeagtie, 
together  with  some  other  members,  were  absent,  who 
were  desirous  to  be  present  when  the  final  question  was 
taken,  and  who  would  be  In  tbdr  phces  in  a  few  days. 
He  hoped,  tiierefore,  that  the  gentleman  would  not  press 
the  subject  at  this  time. 

After  some  debate  by  Messrs.  WILKINS,  WEBSTER. 
MAECY,  BCCKNER.  CLAYTON,  SMYTH,  FORSYTH. 
FOOT,  and  HOLMES,  the  question  was  put  on  taking  up 
the  bin,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  ni^  majority. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports->- 
the  question  being  on  Mr.  Fobsxtk's  motion  to  postpone 
the  subject  until  uie  Ist  of  Hay  nezti  which  motion  Mr. 
P.,  at  the  request  of  Sleveral  gentlemen,  withdl-ew. 

Mr.  SPRAOUE  addressed  Uie  Senate  as  follows:  I  had 
not  intended,  s^  be,  to  pirticiptte  in  the  discusMon  (MF 
this  resc4ution,  and  liMnild  have  penevercd  in  my  deter* 
ninatioa  to  give  a  islent  vote,  hadl  netyestcrdw  recMved 
eertain  rM&tiOM  (tf' the  LegUrtnrsor  Mitoeiiirektion 


to  the  tariff,  which  render  it  proper  that  I  should  inbiiut 
a  few  remarks. 

When  we  enter  these  walls  we  take  a  aolcMn  tirtht  W 

representatives  of  the  people,  bin^g  upon  our  eon- 
sciences  individually:  it  is  to  support  the  constitution  efthe 
United  Statesi  and  our  duties  under  it  have  rcfereacc  to 
the  whole  Union.  Every  representative  of  the  people 
here,  duly  impressed  witii  the  reqionsibilitica  of  his  sta- 
tion, must  receive  fee  instructions  of  other  repreaeotatiree 
of  the  people,  in  the  State  Legislature,  with  the  nwiit  de- 
ferential respect,  and  a  Mnc«re  and  anxious  dewrc  to 
act  in  accordance  witK  them.  If,  unfortunately,  this 
should  conflict  with  his  previous  opinions,  he  should, 
with  nngleness  of  heart,  and  with  the  utmost  care  and 
dehberation,  re-examine  and  reconnder  the  subject,  with 
the  hope  of  arriving  at  a  harmonious  result.  To  dealrc 
thii^  be  has  every  inducentent  of  ofBdal  obligation  and 
persomt  convenience;  and  nothing  but  the  most  s(demD 
convictions  of  diriiiterested  public  duty  should  ever  in- 
duce lum  to  decline  a  literal  conformity  with  such  ezprea- 
siona  of  legislative  opinion.  But  yet  he  mav  be  constrained 
to  do  so  by  the  highest  obligations  to  the  whole  people,  and 
the  most  sacred  monl  duty  to  lus  conscience  and  his  God- 
On  the  present  occasion,  I  have  the  satisfiMrtion  to  be- 
lieve that  I  Aa3\  be  able  to  concur  in  the  ubitaBce,  if  not 
in  the  form,  of  these  TCsahitiona> 

Their  substantial  object  appears  to  be— 
1.  To  reduce  the  revenue  from  impoata  to  the  proper 
expenditures  of  Govenuuent. 

3.  So  to  a^juBt  the  duties  as  to  benefit  4ie  Ummp 
class.  And 
3.  To  xuaaaSy  the  tariff  law  of  1838. 

miovcriTB  TBS  xivxmji. 

As  to  the  6rs^  I  have  long  been,  and  am  stiU,  dedded- 
ly,  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  duties.  Years  nnee,  as  a 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  other  House,  I 
exerted  myself  to  accomplish  it,  in  relation  to  aonw  of  the 
most  important  ardcles  contemplated  by  the  reaolution  of 
the  member  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cux.} 

It  seems  now  to  be  genenilly  agreed  tliat  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  diminished r— but  tww?  in  what  manner^ 
That  is  the  question. 

On  the  cme  side,  we  have  die  resolution  of  the  member 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  and  on  the  other,  the  pro- 
position oftbehenatorfktnnSou^  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hatts.] 
The  former  preserves  the  protective  principle,  snd  pro- 
poses legislation  with  a  view  to  aid  domestic  induMry  and 
American  products;  the  latter  discards  and  rejects  aucb 
protection  as  no  legitimate  object  of  any  qrstem  of  im- 
ports, denouncing  it  us  utterly  unconstitutionaL 

It  is  noir  even  inusted  that,  in  impowng  duties  primsrily 
for  revenue,  we  have  no  right  to  have  any  regard  to  tbar 
incidental  effect  in  encouraging  domestic  manufacturea» 
which  until  receiitiy  has  never  been  denied. 

I  shall  not  go  at  large  into  tiie  constitutiobal  question, 
but  suf^st  a  few  considerations. 

The  right  to  l»y  imposts,  and  to  regulate  commerce 
witii  foreign  nations,  is  given  in  express,  uneqiuvocal 
terms.  The  letter  of  the  constituti<m  clearly  confers  the 
poww  tovary  impoita  and  commerdal  leguhUienset  plea- 
sure. Bat  it  is  innsted  that  it  was  never  witUn  tiie  con- 
templation of  the  ftamers  of  the  constitution,  that  the 
power  thus  conferred  was  to  be  used  for  tbe  purpose  of 
aiding  or  protecting  any  occupation  or  branch  w  industry 
in  our  cotintryt  and  that  such  exercise  of  it  i%  therefbre^ 
against  its  original  spirit  and  intention. 

The  history  of  the  times,  anterior  and  subsequent  totbe 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  shows  this  asaertioo  to  be 
uttmy  groundless. 

After  Grsat  Britsin  had  scknowle^^  onr  indepen- 
dence, she  put  in  full  fbrce  against  us  ue  system  of  pr6- 
teetioD  tad  lnhibitin^  by  wnicfa  our  ships  wen  to  be 
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excluded  from  her  porU,  while  British  veatela  were  freelj^ 
■dmitted  to  oursi  uid  we  were  to  purchue  her  muiu&e* 
turet  of  all  kinds,  while  die^  in  effect,  prohibited  the 
greater  portion  of  our  produeUonsi  reeaviog  such  only 
u  were  of  indispensable  necessity  to  her  prosperity. 
Tbus>  after  as  before  the  revolution,  the  rich  streams  of 
our  industry  were  to  be  directed  into  British  channels,  to 
exhaust  our  resources  and  swell  her  wealth.  She  had 
iodeed  ceased  hostilities  by  arms,  but  she  substituted  a 
war  upon  our  tnde,  by  restrictions  and  conunerciid  regu- 
ladons.  Against  tl^  apemes  of  attack  the  Uiuted  States 
were  defenceleas.  The  confederation  had  no  power  to 
impose  duties  orregulate  commercet  and  could  not,  tlwre- 
tort,  counteract  the  deadly  influence  of  forei^  legUlation. 
Several  of  the  States,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania,  and  others,  attempted  to  protect  them- 
selves by  acts  of  their  own  Legislatures^  but  they  were 
rendered  ni^atory  by  the  omisMon  of  neighboring'  States 
to  oo4)perate  in  one  system.  MassachusetU;  for  euonple, 
imposed  reKrictiona  upon  the  productious  of  forogn  na> 
tisosf  but  while  they  were  received  freely  into  au  the 
ports  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  tlieir  iroposU  were 
utterly  vain  and  inefficacious.  It  was  soon  perceived,  that 
to  defend  ourselves  successfully  against  tliis  insidious 
hostility  to  our  trade  and  industry,  we  must  have  recourse 
to  the  same  means  which  had  been  so  triumphant  against 
the  assaults  of  open  fbrce — the  cR»tion  of  a  common 
power  to  briiuf  into  exernse  the  concerted  and  united 
enet^giea  (tf  dUTthe  States,  and,  by  an  uniform  s^tetu,  to 
Meet  adverse  legithtiOD  by  couirter  legislation,  to  oppose 
restrietkn  to  restriction,  and  interdict  to  interdict  The 
fast  idea  wu  to  invest  the  confederation  with  this  power, 
and  nessures  were  taken  with  this  viewt  but  it  waa  soon 
perceived  that  adAtionat  strength,  for  other  important 
purposes,  wasalao  necessary;  ana,  instead  of  attempting  a 
mere  aoKndinent  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  a  new 
and  Genml  Govemnent  was  established,  with  enlar^d 
powers.  A  primary,  if  not  the  principal  cause,  which 
eoodaeed  to  the  finination  of  our  present  constitution, 
was  this  very  purpose  of  efficient  protection  to  our 
own  (^tixens  in  the  pursuits  of  their  industry,  agunst  the 
unftiendly  and  injurious  restrictions  of  foreign  nations. 
And  punoant  to  this  de»gn,  the  first  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  immediately  tipon  the  organiution  of  the 
Dew  Governmeat,  ftamcd  lawi,  with  cxpreia  and  avowed 
reference  to  the  advancement  and  proteotion  of  American 
products  and  pumHit  and  those  act^  or  others  liaviw  in 
view  the  same  (Object,  have  been  tn  full  operation  mm 
that  time  to  the  present  moment. 

The  pontionswhich  I  have  assumed,  and  the  sketch  now 
presented,  are  fully  sustained  by  the  documentary  historj- 
of  the  euiy  sges  of  the  republic. '  I  shall  offer  to  the  Se- 
nate but  a  mrnil  part  <^  the  abundant  .evkleiiee  whi^ 
might  be  acUneed. 

Hie  attempts  of  MaasaduisetU  to  counteract  the  de* 
structive  efficcts  of  ftirdign  dia^imnalicma  having  been 
defeated  b^  the  wm-concurTence  of  the  other  States,  many 
of  her  citizens  preaented  a  jpetition  to  the  continental 
Cof^TMs,  at  the  bead  of  wbira  was  the  signature  of  Jubm 
Hancock,  thatglorious  name  which,  in  bold  and  command- 
ing  characters,  waa  the  ftrst  affixed  to  the  declaration  of 
Ameriean  indqiendence,  and  wtucb  will  ever  be  held  in 
grateful  and  reverential  remendirance  by  the  Mends  of 
fibetty  throughout  the  worid.  That  memorial  breadwd 
the  fiulowing  langoagc: 

**  Tour  petitioners  observe,  that  the  ships  and  commo- 
'ditiea  oi  that  nation,  whose  inridious  conduct  has  Img 
'  been  the  object  of  our  peculiar  jealousy,  are  received  in 

*  our  port*  under  the  same  advantages  with  our  own, 

*  while  our  navigation,  in  return,  is  discounted  by  every 
'  possible  embarraanieirt}  and  our  export^  on  thor  pert, 

*  ue  dtber  pnrfdbiled,  or,  if  tdaaXbed.  to  tbdr  porti^  are 

*  loaded  wiUi  the  moat  rigomu  exacttom.   In  {ooof  of 


'/mr  assertions,  we  need  only  point  the  attention  of  Con- 
'  gress  to  the  enormous  du^  on  our  rice,  txi,  and  tobaceot 
'  to  the  principle  and  mirit  of  their  navigation  laws)  or  to 

<  a  bill  lately  agitated  in  the  British  Parliament,  which 

*  now-,  moat  probahly,  has  the  sanction  a  law,  for  the 
'  support  and  encoun^emeiit  of  th«r  American  &^ery, 

*  to  the  direct  prejudice  of  ours,  and  is  intended  to  derive 
'  that  benefit  from  these  State%  wUcb,  in  our  apprehen- 

*  sion,  and  on  their  prindples,  ought  only  to  be  pomttted 

*  in  our  own  bottoms. 

**  Impressed  with  these  ideas,  your  petitioners  beg 
'leave  to  request  of  the  very  august  body  which  they  now 
'  have  the  honor  to  address,  that  the  numerous  impositions 
'  of  the  British  on  the  tnde  and  exports  of  tiiese  States, 
'  may  be  forthwith  contravened  by  sinular  expedients  on 
'  our  partt  else,  may  it  please  your  excellency  and  htmors, 

*  the  commerce  of  tills  country,  and,  of  consequence,  its 
'  wealth,  power,  and  perhaps  the  Union  itself,  may  be- 

<  come  victims  to  the  artifice  of  a  nation,  whose  arms  have 
been  in  vwn  exerted  to  accomptish  the  mla  of  America." 

The  Leg^tnre  of  Pennqdrania,  near  the  aame  period, 
passed  the  following  resolutions,  in  consequence  of  peti- 
tions from  the  citizens  of  that  State; 

"Sesohed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
'  the  prinlege,  in  the  degree  hitherto  retuned  by  the 

<  States  individually,  of  controlling  and  regulating  their 
'own  trade,  is  no  longer  compatible  with  the  general 

*  interest  and  wel&re  of  the  United  Statest  reason  and 
'experience  clearly  evincing  that  such  pririlege  is  pro* 
■ductive  of  mutual  ineonventeneea,  and  mjurions  among 

'  ourselvest  and  thiA  tiie  systems  of  sevem  nations,  by  ^ 

<  which  our  merchants  are  excluded  from  the  moat  bene- 

*  ficial  branches  of  commerce,  whilst  the  whole  of  ours  is 
'laid  open  to  them,  cannot  be  connstentijr  or  effectually 
'counteracted,  but  by  a  unity  of  coundls  m  the  great  re- 
■  presenUtive  body  of  the  Uiuted  Statea 

"  Maolved,  ikertfirt.  That  Conmas  be  requested  to 
'  dev  ise  such  a  ^atem  of  conHnenuM  p^^ 
'necessarily  to  be  invested  with,  tone  recommended  to 

*  the  Statest  and  that  Congreaa  be  aMured  of  ftn£i^  the 

<  most  suitable  dispontion  on  the  part  of  PcnnsylTSina  to 
'comply  therewith." 

In  1764>  Congress  adopted  tiie  report  of  a  committee 
holding  the  foUowing  language,  with  reference  to  the 
hostile  legislation  of  uie  Britim  Govemmentt 

"  It  would  be  the  du^of  Congress  asitisthur  wish, 
'to  meet  the  attempts  of  Great  Britain  with  rimilar  rc- 
*strietions  on  her  c<mnnercet  but  their  powers  oxi  thia 
■head  are  ytt  explicit,  and  propositions  made  by  the 
'Legislatures of  the  several  States  render  it  necessary  to 
'  take  tiie  general  sense  of  the  Union  on  this  subject. 

*'  Unless  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  dtall 

*  be  vested  with  powers  competent  to  the  protection  of 
'commerce,  tiiey  can  never  command  reciprocal  advan- 
'  tages  in  trade)  and  without  these,  oor  forrign  cuuHMrue 
'  must  deoUne,  andevcntually  be  amuhtlated.   Hence  it  ie 

*  neoessanr  that  the  States  should  be  exj^dt,  and  fix  on 

*  some  effectual  ^ode  by  which  fordgn  commerce,  not 
'founded  on  principles  of  equality,  may  he  restrained" 

And  consequentiy,  in  July,  1785,  a  report  waa  made  by 
another  committee  of  the  continental  Congress,  of  which 
Mr.  lt(Mm>e  was  diurman,  recomm«KUng  that  the  arti- 
elei  of  confederatxMi  be  ao  unended  aa  to  eonler  addi- 
tional itrengthi  and  that' a  letter  be  addresaed  to  the 
Legislatures  itf  the  aeveral  States,  diowins'  die  principlea 
upon  whidi  the  alteTati(ms  were  proposed.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  from  the  epiaUe  thus  recommended: 

"  The  common  principle  upon  which  a  friendly  com- 
'  mercial  intercourse  is  conducted  between  independent 
'  nations,  is,  that  of  reciprocal  advantages;  and,  if  this  la 

*  not  obtained,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  losing  parly  to 
*make  such  further  regulationi^  (»naistentlT  with  the 
*flMi  of  treaties  aawUiTemeffy  tfiefrU  and  secure  Ua 
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*  interests.    If,  then,  the  commeraal  rcf^lationa  of  any 

*  foreign  Power  contravene  the  intereBts  of  any  particular 

*  Stfttet  if  they  refiue  admittance  to  its  produce  into' its 
'ports,  upon  tbe  same  termt  that  the  State  admits  tU 
*iiianubctiiTeaheTe,  what  eoune  will  it  take  to  remedy 
'theenU  If  it  makes  mnsAxt  r^ulatioin  to  counteract 
'those  of  that  Power,  by  reciproutinp  the  disadvants^ 
■  which  it  feels,  by  impost  or  otherwise,  will  it  produce 
*the  desired  effect^  What  operation  will  it  have  upon 
'  the  neighboring  States?  Will  they  enter  into  similar  re- 
'gulat5on8,and  make  it  common  cause?   On  tbe  contrary, 

*  will  they  not,  in  pursuit  of  the  same  local  policy,  avail 

*  themselves  of  this  circumstance,  to  bim  it  to  their  par- 

*  Ueuhr  advantage?   Thus,  then,  we  beb(dd  tiw  several 


'defeat  the  regulations  of  each  other:  for,  unless  the 
<  States  act  together,  there  is  no  plan  of  policy  into  which 
'  they  caa  separately  enter,  which  they  will  not  be  sepa- 
'  lately  interested  to  defeat  and,  of  course,  alltlwir  mea- 
*sures  must  prove  vain  and  abortive."  * 

The  palpable  necessity  of  strengthening  the  eonftdera- 
tion  led  to  various  discuasiom^  propositions,  and  resolu- 
tions, which  resulted  in  tbe  establishment  of  oiir  present 
constitution.  The  new  Goremment  was  to  have  been 
organized  on  tbe  4tb  of  March,  17a9{  but  a  quonim  of 
both  branches  of  the  National  Le^slature  did  not  assem- 
ble until  tbe  6th  day  of  April.  The  first  petition  pre- 
tented  to  the  House  vai  on  Stfurday,  tbe  11th  of  that 
monUi,  **  from  the  tradeemen,  manulkcturera^  and  others, 
■of  the  town  of  Baltimore,  in  the  Bti^  of  Maryland, 

*  praying  an  imposition  of  such  duties  on  all  foreign  arti- 

*  cles  which  can  be  made  in  America,  as  will  give  a  just 

*  and  decided  preference  to  the  labors  of  the  petitioners;" 
"and  that  there  maybe  granted  to  them,  in  common 

*  with  other  manufacturers  and  mechanics  of  the  United 
'States,  such  relief  as,  in  the  wisdom  of  Coiq^reas,  may 

*  appear  proper."  - 
It  was  reimed  to  a  Committee  of  dte  Wbde,  into 

wluch  tbe  House  was  immediately  resolved,  snd  their  re- 
port,.in  the  following  Iangua«^,  was  fortliwtth  adopted: 
"Seaoked,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 

*  that  an  act  ought  to  pass  for  regulating  the  coUeetion  of 
<  imposts  and  tonnage  in  the  Uuted  SUtes." 

•<  Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  ia,  pursuant 

*  to  the  said  resolution." 

The  second  petition  to  tbe  House,  and  which  was  pre- 
sented on  the  Monday  following,  was  from  tlig  diipwifgbts 
of  the  dty  of  Charlest<H),  in  the  State  of  South  Caridina, 
praying  for  "sndi  measures,  in  a  general  regulation  of 

*  trade  and  the  establishment  of  a  proper  navigation,  as 

*  will  tend  to  relieve  tbe  particular  distresses  of  tbe  peti- 
'  tioners,  and,  in  common  with  them,  those  of  Umr  fel- 

*  low-elupwrighta  throughout  the  United  Staites." 

The  first  aot  passed  by  Congress  was  to  r^iulate  the 
administering  of  the  oaUis  necessary  to  the  eonstitiitioaal 
organization  of  tbe  Government  The  iMQnd  was  to 
impose  duties  upon  foreign  goods.  It  contained  tbe  fol- 
lowing preamble : 

"Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
<ment.  for  the  discharge  ol  the  debts  of  the  United  States 


'and  tbe  encouragement  and  protection  of  manufiictures^ 
*  that  duties  be  bid  on  goods,  wares,  and  merdiandiaes 

'  imported." 


It  contained  a  diacrindnation  in  ikvor  of  importatkms 
in  American  bottoms. 

The  nest,  being  tbe  third  act  of  the  first  Congress,  was 
also  passed  with  the  most  unequivocal  reference  to  the 

Srotection  of  American  industry.    It  imposed  a  tonnage 
uty  of  fifty  cents  upon  foTNgn  Teasels,  and  of  aix  oenu 
oi^  upon  our  own. 
Mr.  HadiioD  bat  been  juitiy  dmoauutod  the  fmi 


constitutional  lawyer  of  this  countryt  and,  perhaps,  no 
man  was  ever  ipore  profoundly  versed  in  the  principlea,  or 
thoroughly  imbu^  with  the  spirit,  of  the  constitutionj 
and  in  its  construction,  no  name,  except  that  of  Washing- 
ton himself,  wouMcartramorepreponderatoryinflnence. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  first  C<mgress,  and  a  most  zeal- 
ous and  efficient  advocate  of  the  measures  of  protection, 
speaking  with  glowing  indignation  of  the  restrictive  policy 
of  Great  Britain,  and  in  strong  and  energetic  terms  of  tbe 
right  and  duty  of  this  Government  to  counteract  it,  and 
declaring  that  the  constitution  was  formed  for  that 
purpose.  The  following  ir  an  extract  from  one  of  his 
speeches: 

"  We  have  now  the  power  to  avail  ourselves  of  oar 
'  national  superiority,  and  I  am  for  beginning  with  some 
'manifestation  of  that  ability,  that  foreign  nations  may  be 
*tMigbt  to  pay  ua  that  respect  which  they  have  neglected 
'  on  account  of  oar  imbecility.    This  langui^e,  and  these 

*  sentiments,  are  the  language  and  sentiments  of  our  con- 
'stituents;  the  great  political  revolution  now  brouKfat 

*  about  by  the  organization  of  the  new  Government,  has 
*its  foundation  in  these  sentiments.    Sensible  of  the  ael- 

*  fish  policy  whidi  actuated  a  nation  hmg  disposed  to  do 
*all  she  could  to  diteouragQ  our  commercial  operatiiMia^ 
■the  States  nngly  attempted  to  counteract  her  ne^ious 
*schemes(  but,  finding  their  separate  exertions  ineffec- 
'  tuJ,  with  a  united  voice  they  called  for  a  new  amnge- 

*  ment,  constituted  to  concentre,  conduct,  and  point  their 

*  powers,  so  as  to  obtain  that  rcdprodty  which  iostica 
■demands.  Tbe  arrangement  has  taken  phuB»»  andtbotigh 

*  gentlemen  may  contend  that  we  are  not  at  thio  moment 
'prepared  to  use  it  in  the  latitude  I  could  wish,  yet  let 
'  them  concur  in  doing  what  shall  indicate  that  on  a  pro- 
*per  occasion  we  dare  exert  ounelvea  in  defeatiwaiiy 
<  measure  which  commercial  policy  riiall  offier,  hoitue  to 
*the  welbre  of  America.** 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1789,  he  uttered  the  Mlom^ 
language: 

"  I  am  amazed,  sir,  when  I  eonttder  how,  m  eooMquesce 
'  of  her  regulations,  tbe  whole  proceeds  of  American  ship- 
■ments  are  drawn  mto  the  vortex  of  the  British  treasoiy. 
■Sir,  this  preponderation  ought  not  be.  It  is  in  our 
'power  to  effect  an  alteration.    The  productions  of  our 

*  countrv  are  more  necessary  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  rest 
'  of  the'world,  than  those  of  tbe  wwld  at  large,  or  the 
•manufactures  of  Great  Brilun,  are  to  us." 

How  could  he  have  expressed  himself  more  clearly  end 
strongly  as  to  purpose  of  the  formation  of  the  nefv  Go- 
vernment, and  the  consequent  dutf  of  itt  membere. 

Preadent  Washington,  in  his  address  to  both  branches 
of  Congress,  in  January,  1790,  recommended  agricultare» 
commerce,  and  manufactures  to  their  attention:  the  House 
of  Representatives  *•  Ordered,  Hiat  h  be  referred  to  tiie 

*  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  prepare  and  report  to  this 
'  House  a  proper  plan  or  plans,  confijrmably  to  the  re- 

*  commendation  of  the  Preaideut  of  the  United  States  in 
■bis  speech  to  both  Houses  Congress^  fbr  the  csmmm- 
■  ragement  and  promotion  of  sndi  muuftdofes  as  trSk 
'  tend  to  render  the  Umted  States  independent  of  other 
'  nations  for  essential,  particularly  fbr  military,  supplies." 
In  f)bedience  to  which.  General  Hamilton,  then  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  a  member  of  tbe  cabinet  under  the  eye 
of  Washington  himself,  prepared  and  presented  to  Cen- 
gre»  Ins  odebrated  and  elaborate  report  upon  thon^ject 
of  manu&ctures,  recommending,  by  strong  Ihcti  mmsub* 
answered  reaaonmg,  their  encooragement  I7  natitmal 
legisl^xm. 

In  d>edienee  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  Hoose  -of  Bcprcsen- 
tatives  of  Pebnury,  1791,  Mr.  Jeffenon,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  made  his  able  and  admirable  report  u^pon  die  com- 
merce of  the  United  8tate%  in  which  he  decidedly  recom- 
mends tbe  sjrstem  of  cotnMeimctiog  protcf^n.  In  one 
pltee  tm  npremeR  binsdf  thus: 
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<'But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishes,  sap- 


_  jmitect  our  (utizena,  their  commerce  and  navigation, 
*b7  counter  pn^ibition^  duties,  and  regulationB,  alM. 
commerce  and  navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  ex« 

*  chan^  for  restrictions  and  vexations:  nor  are  they  likdy 
'to  produce  a  relaxation  of  them." 

Agsdn: 

**  1.  Where  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our  pro- 
■duetian%  or  pndribita  them  altogether,  it  may  be  proper 
■  for  ua  to  do  nie  same  by  theirs;  first  burdening  or  exclud- 

*  ing  those  productaont  which  thm  bring  here,  in  compett- 
*tion  with  our  own  of  tbe'aame  bndi  selecting  next  such 
*mamiWures  ss  we  take  from  them  in  greatest  quantity, 

*  and  which  at  the  same  time  we  could  tlie  soonest  furnish 

*  to  ourselves,  or  obtain  from  other  countries;  imposing  on 

*  them  duties,  lighter  at  first,  but  heavier  and  heavier  af- 
■terwards,  as  other  channels  of  supply  open,"  !tc. 

Sir,  t  mi^t  heap  nithority  upon  authority,  and  extract 
upon  extract  until  I  should  nitigue  the  Senate.  Our 
whole  legrislative  history  abounds  with  them.  The  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution,  its  contemporaneous  expositors, 
those  who  were  earliest  called  upon  to  execute  its  provi- 
Nons,  the  pre-eminent  statesmen  of  the  earliest  days  of  the 
republic,  never  for  a  moment  doubted  that  it  contained 
this  fostering  and  protective  power  for  the  advancement 
American  industry.  Indeed,  it  was  known,  felt,  and 
wowed,  that  thit  was  one  of  the  great  leading  objecU  of 
its  creation,  which  it  was  the  solemn  duty  of  Congress  to 
keep  constantly  in  view,  and  which  they  could  never  neg- 
lect, and  be  innocent. 

TheSUtes  had  by  the  fint  article  of  the  constitution  ex- 
pressly <tivested  themselves  of  the  right  to  pnitect  their 
own  products  by  imposts  upon  foreigTi  importations.  No 
one  even  now  contends  that  the  States  individually  have  this 
[lower.  They  did  possess  it  before,  under  the  confedera- 
tion. Why  did  they  renounce  it?  Can  any  man  seriously 
deny  that  it  «m  id  order  that  it  tnirht  be  vetted  in  the 
General  GoTOToment,  to  be  more  efficaciously  exercised? 
The  w«r  of  commercial  restrictions,  waged  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, was  aeverelyfelt  by  many  of  the  States.  They  found 
themselves  incapiJ>1e  of  effectual  resistance,  by  repeated 
efforts,  and  therefore  concentrated  all  their  powers  in  the 
General  Government:  and  now,  shall  that  Government, 
having  become  the  depomtory  of  all  their  arms,  and  their 
wlKile  meant  of  defence,  leave  them,  naked  and  unarmed, 
ezpoted  to  the  tttackt  of  theh-  enemies?  Is  there  not  the 
same  neceasi^  now  for  resisting  the  commercial  hostility 
of  Great  Britain,  that  there  was  in  1789?  Is  not  her  sys- 
tem of  restrictions  and  prohibitions  in  full  and  vigorous 
opemtion?  Will  she  receive  a  single  article  from  us,  that 
die  CNn<fispcnse  with?  Will  she  sdmit  into  her  ports  any 
ofcbc  Staples  of  the  Northern,  Middle,  or  Western  States? — 
OttF  com  or  graitii  our  beef  or  pork,  our  fish  or  Itunber — 
any  frf"  our  vegetable  or  animal  food,  the  produce  of  the 
seas,  the  forest,  ortiie  soil?  We  know  that  she  will  not. 
And  can  'a  be  believed  that  while  this  hostile  ^stem  contin- 
ues, on  the  part' of  foreign  nations,  to  counteract  which  was 
a  spedal  and  prominent  object  of  the  formation  of  our  con- 
stMution,  that  this  Government  is.to  be  preserved  by  aban- 
doning those  measures  of  defence  woich  have  been  in 
opention,  with  tudi  wonderful  Noceit,  from  the  dawn  of 
Ht  exbtence?  ThaK  the  States  who  have  bound  them- 
idTet  for  the  express  purpose  of  common,  united  protec- 
tion,  under  the  broad  and  ample  shields  of  the  Union,  will 
now  permit  that  legis  to  be  withdrawn,  themselves  to  be 
divested  of  th^  panoply  of  defence,  and  that  the  liga- 
ments which  bind  their'  limbs  from  separate  action  shall 
BtiH  continue  all  in  their  tension? 

Sir,  we  always  have  had,  and,  so  long  as  other  nations 
shall  penerere  in  their  present  polio',  we  must  have, 
i^yttedi  of  protvctiott  for  our  induitty.   Hie  true 


question  is,  what  it  shall  be,  and  to  what  extent  it  shall  be 
carried. 

And  this  problem,  the  adjustment  of  a  tarifT,  isoneof  al> 
most  infinile  and  inconceivable  difficulty.  It  involves  the 
most  profound  principle  of  political  economy,  the  most 
comprehensive  views  of  civilized  society,  the  most  extend* 
ed  knowledf^  of  the  productions  of  nature,  and  the  minut- 
est details  of  the  diverafied  and  multitudinous  occupations 
of  mankind. 

I  consider  the  resolution  now  before  us  as  substantially 
involving  only  the  question  of  protection  or  no  protection) 
tariff,  or  no  tariff;  and  that  the  mode  and  maimer  is  to  be 
discussed  and  decided  when  proper  bills  shall  be  Intro- 
duced. In  this  aspect  of  the  subject,  therefore,  I  shall 
ask  your  attention  only  to  a  few  general  prindples. 

BIHKriTIHS  TUB  lASOBIIlO  CUSS- 

In  any  and  every  adjustment  of  the  tariff  we  should  ex- 
ercise a  primary  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  laboring 
class  of  the  community.  We  must  all  feel  and  know  our 
obligations  to,  and  dependence  upon,  them.  There  is  not 
a  member  of  eilhcr  House  of  Congress  from  the  North, 
who  does  not  owe  his  seat  here  to  that  body  of  men,  and 
to  them  is  his  highest  responsibility.  We  are  emphatical- 
ly the  representatives  of^  labor,  and  should  never  for  a 
moment  be  unmindful  of  our  solemn  duty  to  aid  and  ad- 
vance its  interest.  But  in  what  manner  is  tiiis  desirable 
end  tobeattained?  Thlsis theproblemin politicalscicnce, 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  solve. 

Tlie  first,  all-important,  means  is  to  furnish  employ- 
ment— the  next  is  to  make  labor  as  productive  as  practi- 
cable. 

The  object  of  a  tariff  should  be~ 

1.  To  give  employment  to  those  who  would  otherwise 

be  without  it. 

2.  To  make  labor  more  productive  and  more  profitable- 
The  law  which  accomplishes  this  is  beneficial. 
On  the  other  hand,  any  system,  or  want  of  system,  which 

throws  out  of  employment  tiiose  who  would  otherwise  be 
occupied,  or  changes  labor  from  the  more  profitable  to 
the  less  productive  branches,  is  so  far  injurious. 

I  say,  sir,  that  the  primary  and  most  important  of  sU 
means  of  benefiting  the  laboring  class,  and  indeed  every 
cUss  of  the  community,  is  to  furnish  them  witli  employ- 
mentf  presenting  opportunities  and  inducements  to  free, 
voluntary,  constant,  productive  occupation.  Your  legists^ 
tion  ^ould  say  to  the  people — be  emnloyed — ^profitably, 
if  you  can,  but— be  honestly  employed- 

Demosthenes  was  asked  what  was  the  first  requiute  to 
eloquence? — he  replied,  action:  what  tlie  second? — action: 
the  third? — action.  If  I  were  asked  what  were  the  first, 
second,  and  third  requisites  to  the  permanent  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  an  individual  or  a  community,  1  shouM 
answer — labor — labor — labw. 

In  this  we  have  discovered,  what  the  alchymists  of  old 
so  long  sought  for  in  vain,  as  the  grand  desiderata  of  hu- 
man existence — the  philosopher's  stone,  which  converts 
dust  into  gold— and  tiie  tiixir  vita,  which  confers  perpe- 
tual health. 

It  is  the  fountain  of  wealth,  sending  forth  streams  peren- 
nial  and  innumerable,  whose  incessant  Row  confers  unmea- 
sured blessings.  Its  fruitsare  constantiy  consumedand  con- 
stantly reproduced.  Let  human  labor  stand  still,  and  how 
long  would  its  present  accumulations  sustiun  human  exist, 
ence/  They  would  expire,  like  the  unfed  lamp — vanish, 
Uke  the  mists  of  tlie  morning. 

Labor  is  the  best  measure  of  exchangeable  value.  A 
want  of  due  regard  to  this  important  ti'utJ),  tias  occasioned 
infinite  perplexity  and  confusion  in  speeches  and  writings 
upon  the  tariff.  In  order  to  determine  its  merits  or  de- 
merits, they  inquire  whether  Uic  price  of  its  objects  has 
been  increased  or  diminished.  On  the  one  nd^  isselect- 
ed  a  class  of  articles,  the  price  of         it  uiijloubtedfy 
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increased  by  the  impoetat  uid  on  tiie  other,  n  list  of  products 
which  ftre  tn  no  deg;ree  affected  by  the  dutiei  in  the  statute 
book.  From  the  one  set  of  examples  it  is  vehemently  in- 
sisted that  imports  always  enhance  the  price,  and  from 
the  other  as  coi^fidently  that  they  nerer  have  that  effect. 
Such  reasonen,  starting  from  different  premisea,  anddircr^ 
in;  as  they  pnqp«ss  in  their  course,  can  never  come  at  any 
common  conclusion. 

In  order  to  ascertun  whether  the  tariff  laws  are  bene- 
ficial or  iinurioua,  they  inquire  whether  the?  do  or  do  not 
increase  the  price  of  articles,  and  to  this  devote  all  their 
energies,  as  if  the  answer  wftre  decisive  of  the  primary 
question.  But  the  response,  if  it  were  pven,  would  not 
be  concloaive,  because  the  price  ^out  which  th^  dispute 
u  measured  by  money,  tliat  is,  the  precious  metab--no  per- 
manent standard— but  themselves,  measured  by  something 
else. 

Why  Is  gold  more  highly  appredated  than  Iron?  Not 
for  its  comparative  utilityt  not  on  account  of  the  necessary 
and  useful  purposes  to  which  it  can  be  applied{  for  if  man- 
kind were  to  be  wholly  deprived  of  one  of  those  metals, 
they  bad  better,  by  a  thousand  times,  dispense  with  the 
former  than  the  latter.  But  it  is  because  both  bring  de- 
nrable,  the  Affieutar,  the  labor  of  obtaining  die  one  is  so 
much  greater  than  utat  of  procuring  the  other.  If  mines 
of  g^and  silver  should  suddenly  be  discovered,  render- 
ing them  as  abundant,  and  produced  with  as  tittle  tabor  is 
iron,  they  would  be  even  less  valuable  than  that  common 
metal.  One  consecjuencc  would  be,  tliat  a  debtor — that 
is,  he  who  had  promised  to  deliver  another  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  gold  or  silver,  would  be  able  to  procure  it,  and  dis- 
CHrgeUs  debt,  with fiv  less  labor  than  before;  while  the 
creditor,  iriioie  wealth  consisted  in  tiie  obligations  of  others 
to  deliver  him  these  metals,  would  find  himself  reduced  to 
comparative  poverty. 

The  light  of  day  bears  no  price,  has  no  exchangeable 
value.  Why } — because  it  is  the  free,  inexliaustible,  gl<Hi- 
ous  gift  of  all-bounti&l  Heaven,  requiring  no  labor  of 
man.  But  let  the  sun  descend  below  the  horizon — let  the 
darkness  of  night  envelop  us,  and  then  we  are  reathr  to 
purchase  at  a  price-the  dim  and  feeble  rayi  of  artifidal 
^ht,  and  to  pay  therefor  in  proportion  to  the  labor  re- 
quisite to  obtain  the  oil  or  other  material  by  which  it 
must  be  sustained. 

Ijibor,  then,  is  the  best  measure  of  exchangeable  value, 
and  the  best  standard  by  which  to  determine  the  benefits 
or  the  evils  of  a  tariff  system:  price,  in  its  usual  accepta- 
tion, bavinr  reference  to  that  lallacioua  standard — money. 
A  coarse  of  leg^lation  which  diminishes  the  price  of  arti- 
clea  ma;r  injurious  to  the  people,  while  one  that  in- 
creases it  may  oe  beneficialf  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
law  which  diminishes  price  may  benefit,  and  one  which 
increases  it,  injure  the  public. 

Tbus,  if  you  diminisn  the  price  of  the  articles  which  a 
&rmer  or  mechanic  wiahes  to  procure,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  depress  still  more  the  connmodities  which  be  has  to 
rife  in  ezdumge,  tou  li^ure  bini  iriiile,  if  you  enhance 
tne  price  of  those  uiings  which  be  purchases,  but,  by  the 
same  act,  increase  still  more  that  or  the  artietea  which  he 
is  to  (rive  in  return,  you  confer  a  benefit. 

It  uwuld  be  known  and  remembered,  that  the  great 
all-pervadii^  article  to  be  given  in  exchange,  ia  human 
labor,  in  its  various  forms,  modifications,  fruit^  and  pj«- 
ducts.  What  are  the  means  by  which  the  great  bo^  of 
mechanic!,  fiumen^  artiaanik  and  workmen  of  all  kinds, 
are  to  procure  the  nrcessaneeand  ctNufbrts  of  lile— thcir 
libfV  or  its  products— the  operation  and  efTecta  of  skin 
and  strength?  Let  their  whole  labw  cease,  and  distress, 
ruin,  destruction,  overwhelms  tbem,  and  the  whole  com- 
munity, at  once. 

For  what  object  is  labor  performed?  b  it  not  to  pro- 
cure the  eomfbrtsand  conveniencestuFlifie^  Honey  isto  be 
derired  cmly  as  the  meanit  but  thai  is  the  paramount  end. , 


If  a  father  were  about  to  establish  lus  sons  in  the  world, 
would  he  not  seek  that  utuation,  or  that  employment, 
which  should  yield  to  their  industry  the  greatest  amount 
of  these  desirable  objects? 

With  reference  to  this  subject,  therefore,  tiiat  ^stem 
of  lepslation  is  best  which  gives  to  labitr  the  gt«atest 
amount  of  comforts  and  conveiuences.  This  is  a  carina! 
principle,  which  should  be  kept  constantly  in  view — a. 
polar  star  to  guide  our  coarse  through  this  pathless, 
boundlesi,  stormy,  tumultuous  ocean — of  the  tariff. 

If  a  law  shall  tend  to  increase  the  price  of  artidea  of 
consumption,  still,  if,  in  my  deliberate  judgment,  it  will 
enhance  the  price  of  liUwr,  still  more,  I  shall  not  hewtate 
to  adopt  itt  while,  oa  the  otiier  hand,  if  it  diall  dimiiddt 
the  pnee  of  that  which  is  to  be  purduaed,  butdepresSi 
in  a  greater  degree,  the  labor  by  which  they  are  to  be 
procured,  I  shall  certainly  reust  it. 

It  has  been  uid,  that  ii  IJie  medianic  and  farmer  were 
asked  to  pay  the  increase  of  price,  by  reason  of  the  duty, 
separately,  they  would  object  That,  sir,  depends  wltdly 
upon  the  form  of  the  question.  If,  when  the  hatter  is 
about  to  purchase  a  pair  of  boot^  he  is  asked,  are  you 
witUiwtopayfif^cenUaiUitionalfortbedu^?  hevould 
doubtless  answer,  no:  but  if  he  were  asked,  sre  you 
willing  to  pw  that  amount^  if  you  can  thereby  obtain  e 
dollar  more  Kir  the  hat  which  you  must,  Erectly  or  indi- 
^cily,  give  in  exchange?  his  answer  would  b«  in  the 
affirmative.  The -farmer  wishes  to  procure  cloth — he 
takes  his  wheat  or  wool  to  market.  Are  you  willii^  U> 
pay  five  cents  a  ^ard  as  du^?  No.  But  suppose  you 
can  thereby  obtam  ten  cents  more  fw  the  quantity  oi 

Sain  or  wool  necessary  to  purchase  the  yard,  wiU  you 
en  consent?  Certunly.  So  of  evar  otfia  article.  Hie 
true  question  ii^  in  what  manner  will  the  iwodueta  of  Ue 
labor  procure  most  of  the  commoditiea  wUch  he  wiibea  to 
obtain  in  exchange  for  it> 

DiscuBuons  of  the  prindples  of  political  economy  have 
generally  had  reference  to  the  body  poUtie  as  a  unit — to 
one  hom<^neou8  commoni^.  But  the  American  states- 
man is  ever  to  bear  in  mind  that  oura  b  not  a  consolidated 
empiret  that  the  Slate*  are  moAfied  aoverdgnties^  with 
^vernfied  interests  and  sacred  rights.  TluiiBaneof  ttie 
elements  essential  to  -any  correct  judgment  nf  a  tariff 
^stem,  and  aggravates  not  a  little  tiie  inherent  ^flcohka 
of  this  most  difficult  subject 

The  comptunts  which  we  have  heard,  and  still  hear, 
from  an  important  section  of  the  Union,  are  entitled  to 
the  most  respectful  consideration,  and  profound  attention. 

Although  their  pictures  of  distress  may  be  overcharged 
with  sombre  coloring,  vet,  conun^  from  sudi  source^  we 
are  bound  to  receive  uem  as  evidence,  at  leaiit,  of  com- 
parative depression.  But  when  they -attribute  this  ex- 
clusively to  national  legislation,  we  are  to  examine  and 
inquire  whether  there  may  not  be  some  other  and  more 
efficacious  cause.  And  such,  I  believe,  will  be  found  in 
tiie  character  of  their  laboriw  popnlfitimi— the  existence 
of  riavery.  whenever,  m  ai^  pert  of  ^  voiUf  «• 
find  tUs  evil,  we  find  the  ^Hnmuntty  in  whi^  it  evils 
coapentire^  stalionary  and  d^reased.  b  it  not  eniaent- 
ly  so  with  many  oi  the  West  India  ishukds? 

It  hasbeeamatter  oi  surprise  with  our  brethren  of  the 
South,  that  th«r  cries  of  danger  and  distress  have  not 
produced  more  evident  impressioa  upon  us  of  the  Nertk 
Permit  me  to  su^^est  one  w  two  reseoni  lor  tlus  ow  ap- 
parent want  of  excitabUt^. 

One  is  to  be  found  in  their  having  too  cfyen  made  the 
institotion  of  slavery  a  means  of  comUnatioK  tar  poKticd 
objects  againat  the  free  States.  With  that  imtiUittiia,  the 
NorthhavecarefuUyabstwned&omall  interference.  They 
have  lefl  it,  where  the  constitotion  places  i^  in  the  ex- 
clusive custody  of  the  States  where  it  exists.  Upon  this 
exiting  and  aosorbing  subject,  thev  have  exerdsed  uiu- 
form  and  wonderful  forbeanwce.   And  yet,  aotwiUistand' 
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mg  all  this,  it  \%  beltered  that  when  it  bu  been  deemed 
eipetent  to  arouse  all  heartc,  and  unite  all  handi,  m  the 
■Uve  Ststea,  for  pi^tical  purposea,  the  cry  baa  been  ndaed 
Aat  the  North— 4he  North — arc  attempting  to  enumcipate 
our  lUTea  are  Mattering  the  firebraiwa  of  a  Mrrile 
war — that  "™— ****  and  conflagration  may  sweep  over  the 
land! 

The  tocnn  tboa  sounded,  the  alarum  bells  thus  rung, 
bare  had  ttmr  effect,  which  the  North  have  fett  and 
known  to  be  umust.  He  eonsei^uence  is  natural,  that 
wbenany  outcfTM  nlsed  upon  another  topic*  th^dunild 
gire  flomewhat  KBB  heed  to  it  at  first,  Qian  they  oUurwise 
would  hare  done. 

Another  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  course  pursued  in 
relation  to  tbii  same  matter,  of  the  more  recent  tariff 
laws.  After  the  lute  war,  New  Eng^nd  was  no  fiirorite 
with  tbe  majority  of  the  nation.  Possessing,  as  it  was 
supposed,  more  than  her  proportion  of  disposable  capital, 
and,  from  the  density  and  character  of  her  population, 
the  most  efficient  means  of  carrying  on  hostifibM,  she  had 
not  come  forward  in  the  manner  which  I  hare  thought, 
and  still  most  sincerely  think,  she  ought  to  have  done,  in 
support  the  National  Governmeitt.  For  this  she  was 
undoubtedly  in  bad  odor  here;  and  when  the  tariff  laws 
came  to  be  revised,  her  wishes  were  by  no  means  espe- 
cially consulted.  She  had  grown  rich,  as  it  was  supposed, 
by  commerce;  it  was  thought  best  to  give  new  encourage- 
ment to  maiHifwturesi  and,  if  the  ^ect  dbould  be  to 
^fftiae  her  wealth  over  otber  portiMis  ct  the  country, 
whieh  bad  devoted  their  means  in  a  more  patriotic  manner 
during  the  last  conflict,  it  was  a  consequence,  at  least,  not 
to  be  deprecated.  She  rused  her  vcnce  i^idnst  the  pro- 
posed modifications  of  the  protective  syitein,  and  up  to 
the  year  1835  she  was,  upon  this  subject,  bi  perfect liar- 
mony  with  the  South.* 

The  bill  of  1834  was  adverse  to  her  wishes,  and  en- 
countered the  decided  opposition  of  her  representatives. 
It  passed.  It  became  tiic  law  of  the  land.  It  was  your 
desire  that  the  course  of  industry  should,  in  suue  mea- 
eure,  be  changed,  that  a  greater  amount  of  capital  should 
be  invested  in  manufiustures.  What  wasshe  to  do?  What 
did  she  doP  Resist^  No,  nr;  she  bowed  in  submission  to 
your  decidon,  and  conformed  to  the  course  of  national 
legislation.  She  duuiged  the  investments  of  her  capital; 
■be  entered  upon  new  paths  of  labort  she  encountered 
great  hazard  and  suatauned  lerere  losses  from  want  of  skill 
and  experience,  in  eslablWiing  new  branches  of  industry, 
benefictat  to  the  whole  country.  And  now,  when  the 
first  obstacles  hare  been  surmounted,  and  berdtizens  are 
about  to  receive  some  return  for  their  vast  sacrifices  and 
unremitted  exertions,  they  are  called  upon  for  another, 
and  still  greater  change;  their  establishments  are  to  be 
rated  to  their  foundations;  the  sound  of  the  loom  and  the 
Inunmer  are  to  cease;  new  investments  are  to  be  made; 
new  arts  acquired;  new  employments  sought.  And  be- 
cauae  they  do  not  readily  assent  to  such  proposition^  de- 
nundations,  loud  and  long,  are  poured  upon  theirdevoted 
beads.  Paaung  by  the  whole  West,  and  quite  over  the 
great  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York — the  fathers 
and  fosterers  of  the  present  tariff — all  their  curses,  for 
this,  to  them,  accursed  thing,  seem  to  be  concentrated 
upon  New  England.  It  is  against  the  Northeast — New 
England  akme,  that  Ae  outeiy  is  raised,  and  the  feelings 
of  indignation  and  resentment  arou8ed.f  Even  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Uatmx,]  in  invoking 
conciliation  and  relief  to  the  South,  confined  his  appe^ 
to  the  Middle  States.  Is  it  surprising  that  such  complaints, 
mingled  with  such  injustice,  and  made  not  always  in  a 
tone  of  remonstrance  or  conciliation,  but  too  oflen  in  that 
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of  menace  and  ^tumely,  should  not  find  immediate 
&vor,  and  ao  instant  and  kind  renionse?  Sir, we  are  men, 
and  have  the  feelings  Incident  to  humamty;  and,  if  we  do 
not  speak  as  loudly,  we  feel  as  deeply,  and  act  as  firmly, 
as  others.  The  language  of  each  portion  of  this  Uiuon  to 
every  other  should  be  that  of  kindness,  conciliation,  and 
fraternal  regard.  By  compromise  was  the  Government 
formed;  by  mutual  conceasion  only  can  it  be  preserved. 
There  is  much  danger  that  a  different  style  of  address 
ouy  produce  too  great  a  reaction.  Against  such  effects  I 
have  aedulously  endeavored  to  guard  my  own  breut^  and 
have  endeavored  to  (Uvest  myself  of  all  influence^  but 
such  ss  ought  to  pervade  a  member  of  the  American 
Senate,  placed  here  to  consult  the  rights,  the  interest^ 
and  thej)ermanent  happiness  of  tlie  whole  country. 

Tbn/ 0/1828.— I  was  opposed  to  the  tariff  bill  of 1828; 
and,  as  a  member  of  the  other  branch,  raised  my  voice 
and  gave  my  vote  agunst  it.  It  came  here,  was  materi- 
ally amended,  and  returned  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Still  it  did  not  meet  my  approbation,  and  I  resisted 
its  final  passage.  It  prevailed,  and  became  a  law.  As  I 
then  said,  the  question  of  a  repeal,  the  prostration  of  a 
system,  is  a  veir  different  one  from  that  of  iu  original 
enactment.  If  1  had  been 'asked  whether  I  would  con- 
sent to  the  laws  passed  fur  the  erection  of  this  vast  and  cost- 
ly edifice,  I  should  have  answered  in  the  negative.  But 
shall  I  therefore  assent  to  a  propontion  to  (jfemolish  this 
splendid  structure,  and  level  it  with  the  dust? 

But  notwithstanding  this  difTerence  in  the  state  cX  the 
question,  I  am  decidedly  in  fkvw  of  a  modification— « 
change  of  the  tariff  law  of  1838.  I  shall,  I  trust,  have 
an  opportunity  to  sUte  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  parti- 
culars, when  It  shall  be  proper  to  go  into  detail. 

In  the  adjustment  of  every  scheme  of  legislative  pro- 
tection, we  must  have  reference  to  the  necessities  of  the 
country  in  war,  to  the  requisites  for  perfect  defence,  and 
essential  independence:  we  roust  have  regard  also  to  tiie 
original  adaptaiions,  capabilities,  and  advantagei  o(  our 
country,  so  that  the  applications  of  art  may  be  rendered 
most  powerful  and  productive  by  co-operating  with  the 
effects  of  nature:  we  are  to  keep  in  view  former  legisla- 
tion and  its  effects,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  pro- 
per^, capacity,  and  industry  of  our  citizens;  we  are  to 
consult,  too,  the  separate  interesU,  tbe  peculiar  views,  and 
even  the  prejudice^  if  auch  there  he,  of  the  several 
Sutea  and  the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  Of  the 
various  pursuits  and  employments,  those  are  to  be  chiefly 
foatered,  which  conduce,  not  merely  to  weahb,  but  to  the 
preservation  andpermanency  of  ourrepublican  institutions) 
and  that  which  »  entitied  to  precedence  of  all  others  is 
■gricuiUire,  which,  aa  it  was  the  first,  so  it  is  the  most  im- 
portant of  human  occupations.  Coeval  with  the  creation, 
it  will  terminate  only  with  the  extinction  of  the  human 
race.  Commencing  m  the  garden  of  Eden,  it  was  one  of 
tiie  joys  of  Para^se,  cimtinued  in  the  thorny  wildernesi 
of  the  world,  attendant  upon  tbe  first  curse,  to  nuligate 
and  render  it  mipportable:  it  has  been  the  solace  of  fiulen 
man.  It  is  the  employment  most  congenial  to  his  com- 
bined physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  constitution,  and 
most  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  individuals  and  of  com* 
munities.  To  free  and  independent  husbandmen  we  may 
confidently  look  for  that  morality,  intelligence,  and  piety, 
upon  which  the  hopes  of  freedom  must  rest  **  Protected 
by  the  Divinity  they  adore,  supported  by  the  earth  which 
they  cultivate,  at  peace  with  themselves,**  they  bow  to  no 
master,  and  seek  no  change. 

Mr.  WILKINS  then  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  forthwith,  and  insert  tbe 
following:  «•  so  far  reduced,  or  altogether  abolished,  as  to 
bring  down  the  amount  the  public  revenue  to  a  sum 
sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinaiy  expenditures  of  the  Go> 
vemmentv  after  the  payment  m  the  na^nid  ddd,  as  pro. 
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posed  in  the  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  without  a  view  to  a  auq>lus  revenue,  or  for  distribu- 
tion, having  nicb  regard  as  thcv  may  deem  expedient  to 
Mich  an  ultimate  equalization  of  auties  aa  wilt  reiuler  them 
efliaent  for  the  purposes  of  their  imposition. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said  it  was  conceded  that  the  revenue 
must  be  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  approaching  ex- 
tinction of  Uie  public  debt;  and  the  questiuii  was,  in  what 
maimer  the  duties  should  be  spreiul  over  tlie  various  arti- 
cles of  imports.  He  was  nut  willing  to  conce<le,  in  ar- 
ranging the  duties,  the  principle  of  protection.  However 
erroneous  the  legtsUtiou  of  the  country  may  have  been, 
whicli  led  to  the  present  posture  of  its  industry,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  abandonment  of  that  system.  He  did  not 
deem  it  consistent  with  public  faith  to  witlidraw  from 
manufactures  that  protection  under  whicli  they  had  grown 
up.  He  was  willing,  however,  to  conciliate  the  interests 
opposed  to  this  system,  and  for  that  purpose  he  had  pre- 
pared his  amendment,  and  should  oner  two  resolutions, 
which  he  read  as  fulluws: 

Hetolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to 
report  to  the  Senate  the  laws  ftnd  commercial  regulations 
of  foreign  countries  in  relation  to  duties  on  imports,  and 
the  bounties  and  other  regulatiuns  for  tlie  encouragement 
of  exports,  which  in  any  manner  tend,  in  their  eH't-ct  and 
operation,  to  counteract  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on 
their  importation  into  the  United  States,  ^  far  as  tUey  may 
have  been  recuved  at  the  depai-tment,  unce  the  receipt  of 
those  publbhed  by  order  of  Cungrtss. 

heioked.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  Senate  the  present  credits  on 
duties  on  imports;  and  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  Uie  gradual  reduction  thereof,  to  what  extent,  and 
at  wliat  time.  Also,  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing such  alterations  in  the  existing  laws,  as  to  provide  for 
the  assessment  of  ad  valorem  duties,  according  to  a  valua- 
tion of  imported  articles  in  the  port  or  place  of  importa- 
tion; and,  also,  to  report  whether  any,  or  what  alterations 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  law  imposing  duties  on  non-enu- 
merated articles  of  importation,  so  as  eHcctually  to  prevent 
frauds,  and  tiie  evasion  of  the  payment  of  the  duties. 

Mr.  HAYNE  inquired  of  Mr.  Wilkiks  whether  lie 
understood  him,  correctiy,  as  proposing  only  to  repeal  the 
duties  on  the  unprotected  articles,  leaving  the  protected 
ai-ticles  untouched.  Such  would  certainW  be  Uie  effect 
of  hii  amendment,  which  touches  none  but  the  articles 
coming  into  competition  with  those  made  or  produced  in 
the  United  States;  and  how  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
them,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  no  more  than  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  could  reduce  Uic  revenue  to  a  sum 
sufficient  merely  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government, 
was  mure  than  he  could  understand,  unless  -the  expenses 
were  to  be  enormously  increased. 

Mr.  WIUKINS  supposed  that  the  readingof  the  resolu- 
tion^  with  which  he  proposed  to  accompany  bis  amend- 
ment, would  have  satisfied  the  gentleman  from  South 
CaroUna  as  to  the  extent  of  retluction  to  which  he  was 
willing  to  go.  If,  by  any  change  of  our  commercial  re- 
gulations, and  the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties,  an 
equivalent  could  be  given  to  tiie  manufacturer,  be  would 
be  willing  to  reduce  tiic  duties  on  tlte  tariff  articles  to  that 
extent.  A  beneficial  change  could  also  be  made  in  tlie 
imposts  on  wliat  are  denominated  non-enumerated  articles; 
and,  atso,  in  the  valuation  of  imported  goods.  By  assess- 
ing the  duties  In  proportion  to  tiie  value  of  the  goods  in 
the  United  States,  instead  of  their  value  at  the  foreign 
port,  a  material  benefit  would  result  to  the  American 
manufacturer,  and  frauds  on  the  revenue  would  be  les- 
sened. With  these  clianges,  be  tiiought  some  reduction 
of  duties  might  be  made  on  the  tarin'  articles,  without 
operating  to  the  injury  of  domestic  indu»try. 

Mr.  CLAY  made  some  remarks  in  oppontion  to  the 
amendment.   If  any  thing  vas  to  be  done  this  Ksnont  in 


relation  to  the  tariff,  it  must  be  done  without  tiie  Tery  lonf 
delay  which  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  would  occa- 
«un,  unless  the  sesuon  should  be  extended  through  the 
year.  The  amendment,  by  itself,  would  not  effect  any 
object  which  the  gentiemanhad  in  view.  After  all,  there 
was  but  one  question  to  be  decided — whether  we  were  to 
retain  the  protective  principle  or  not  Afterwards  the 
question  would  arise,  on  what  protected  articles  a  reduc- 
tion could  be  made.  It  was  difficult  to  say  a  priori  what 
should  be  the  precise  reduction  of  duties  on  all  articles. 
If  we  reduce  or  abolish  the  duties  on  unprotected  article^ 
at  this  session,  to  the  extent  of  seven  millions,  and  leave 
the  protected  class  of  dutiesuntouched  till  the  nextsesnoo, 
we  should  probably  go  far  enough,  though  not  so  far  as 
he  was  willing  to  go.  But  the  adoption  of  the  gentie- 
man's  proposition  would  inevitably  prevent  the  possibility 
of  effecting  any  reduction  wliatever  at  this  session- 
Mr.  C.  Uien  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  theques- 
tient  which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  rose  to  ask  of  the  Senator  frook 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Wtums]  a  further  explamtion  of  his 
project.  He  would  preserve  the  protective  system  uium- 
paired,  and  would  still  reduce  the  revenues  to  the  annual 
income  of  $13,200,000.  Mow,  if  the  revenues  are  to  be 
$25,000,000,  how,  by  having  the  protecting  system  un- 
touched, is  he  to  reduce  Uie  income  to  $13,500,000>  The 
tax  on  the  unprotected  articles  is  $7,000,000  only.  Now« 
seven  from  twenty-five  still  leaves  ti^teen,  instead 
thirteen  and  a  half.  The  question  then  recurs,  bow  does 
he  dispose  ofhisfour^ndahalf  millions?  It  would  seem  to 
me,  said  Mr.  H.,  that,  after  removing*  all  the  duties  from 
the  unprotected  articles,  there  woulasUU  remain asurplua 
of  6ve  or  six  millions  over  and  above  the  wants  of  the 
Government.  Where  is  he  to  make  this  deduction?  Ii 
he  willing  to  take  it  from  articles  which  come  in  com- 
petition with  our  manufactures'  Would  lie  take  an^  part 
from  iron?  No.  What  then?  l-et  ua  see  tua  pkn,  if  not 
in  detail,  at  least  illustrated  hy  some  detMl. 

He  aeems  to  tiiink  that  the  further  reduction  is  to  be 
made  by  *'  commercial  regulations."  This  I  do  not  under- 
stand; commercial  regulations  are  either  made  with  fo- 
reign nations  by  treaties,  or  against  them  by  a  protecting 
system-  Now,  wlutt  treaty  stipulation  could  afTord  to  the 
manufacturer  an  equivalent  for  a  reduction  of  tlie  protect* 
ing  duties?  We  sltould  like  better  to  understand  the 
scheme  i  for  it  seems  to  me  that  to  cany  it  out  in  detail,  it 
would  bring  liim  to  the  necesnty  of  withholding  about 
five  millions  from  the  protection  m  manufacturea.  Now. 
will  the  friends  of  the  protecting  syatem  concede  this?  Is 
Pennsylvania  become,  all  at  once,  so  compromisiDg?  I 
hope  the  Senator  will  be  a  littie  more  explicit, 

Mr.  MARCV  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  the  du- 
cusmon  of  the  general  subject  of  the  tariff,  but  to  explain 
his  views  in  giving  the  vute  which  he  had  given,  for  not 
striking  out  uie  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Eeotucky. 
He  lua  voted  against  striking  out;  because  be  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  firoiB 
South  Carolina,  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  Uiereofi  but  be  (Ud 
not  intend  by  the  vote  he  bad  pven  to  express  his  appro- 
val of  the  entire  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucl^. 
He  felt  disposed  to  concur  with  him  inapart  of  it.  Solar 
as  it  went  to  remove  the  duties  on  non-protected  article% 
as  they  had  been  called,  which  are  objecta  of  common  con- 
sumption— articles  whidi  all  clwsei  and  conditkuia  of  oar 
citizens  are  in  the  babit  of  using,  he  waa  ready  and  mlGng 
to  give  it  his  support.  But  the  resolution  was  general  in 
its  operations  upon  non-proteeted  articleai  it  proposes  to 
Uke  off  the  duties  on  such  as  are  consumed  only  by  the 
rich  and  luxurious.  He  should,  therefore,  when  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Wii- 
Kixs]  should  be  disposed  of,  propose  an  ameodnwnt,  the 
effect  of  wtueh  would  be  to  retam  %  du^,  but  Itm  than  that 
now  impoied,  on  articlea  tnually  denondnated  huuriei,  a* 
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well  as  on  wines  and  silks.  He  was  aware,  lie  said,  that 
the  du^  which  he  wished  to  retain  on  these  articles,  mig^lit 
not  be  indispensably  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
but  there  were  reasons  ver^  sufficient  to  his  mind  for  re- 


tunings  them.    The  abolition  of  all  duties  on  articles  of  which  had  caused  the  present  investment  of  this  immense 


ern  and  Uiildle  States  are  embarked  in  manufiictures,  and 
other  pursuits  connected  with  them;  and  he  thoug^it  no  man 
could  venture  to  look  upon  the  scenes  of  desolauon  which 
would  ensue  upon  the  total  abandonment  of  that  poliqr 


luxury,  while,  for  the  purposes  of  protection,  duties  were 
continued  on  articles  which  were  consumed  by  tlie  less 
wealthy  and  the  laboring  classes  of  our  citizens,  was  wron^ 
in  principle,  and  would  strengthen  the  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  protection:  it  would  furnish  another  ground  of 
attack  upon  it.  Asm  fttendof  protection,  he  felt  unwilling 
to  do  any  thing  that  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  those 
who  would  destroy  it  altogether.  He  would  confess,  for 
himself,  he  felt  somewhat  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  tite 
protecting  policy,  and  he  thought  its  friends  had  much  to 
do  to  save  it  from  utter  prostration.  He  thought  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  was  mistaken  in  the  extent  of  the  con- 
quests the  protecting  policy  had  made  over  the  opposition 
to  it  Hiat  opposition  was  extensive  and  strong;  and  unless 
ionietiung  \ms  done  by  the  friends  of  protection  to  remove 
or  disarm  he  feared  it  wotdd  ere  long  prevail.  If  we 
proceed  no  further  than  the  resolution  under  consideration 
proposes  to  go,  we  ^all  leave  more  discontent  in  the  coun- 
try when  we  adjourn,  than  there  was  when  Congress  fintt 
met  The  resolution  proposes  partial  legislation — it  Itft 
untouched  the  duties  on  protected  articles.  Tiie  whole 
tariff  required  revision,  and  there  was  no  good  reason  for 
not  making  at  at  this  time.  No  Senator  had  spoken  on  this 
subject,  who  has  not  admitted  that  tlie  present  law,  laying 
duties,is  very  defective.  Itbasbeen  repeatedly  alleged  here 
that  it  wasm»<le  by  the  enemies  of  the  protecting  system,and 
made  as  bad  as  it  could  be,  andthen  forced  tipon  the  friends 
of  that  system.  If  this  be  so,  we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  a 
review  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  acknowledged 
imperfections,  and  introducing  such  improvements  as  are 
necessary  to  preserve  protection  and  appease  discontent. 
He  was,  he  said,  opposed  to  legislating  piecemeal  on  the 
subject.  If  the  duties  on  non-protected  articles  were  re- 
moved now,,  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles,  which 
were  the  grounds  of  complaint,  would  remain  unacted  on. 
He  was  for  having  the  whole  subject  sent  to  a  committee, 
and  he  had  expected  some  Senator  would  hare  proposed 
an  amendment  to  accomplish  this  end;  but  finding  the 
other  daf,  when  we  were  about  to  pass  finally  on  tlie  reso- 
lution, no  such  modification  was  proposed,  he  had  prepared 
one,  which  would  open  the  whole  subject  to  the*  commit- 
tee. Attbe  end  of  the  firtt  resolution  of  tlie  Senatorfrom 
'Kentucky  (which  proposes  to  abolish  fbKhwith  the  duty 
on  non-protected  articles,  except  wines  and  silks,  and  to 
reduce  It  on  them)  he  would  add  the  fgllowing:  "And 
that  the  duties  on  articles  imported  into  the  United  States, 
umilar  to  such  as  are  made  or  (troduced  thereip,  ought  to 
be  so  graduated  as  not  to  exclude  such  foreign  articles 
from  coming  into  competition  in  our  markets  with  those 
made  and  praduced  ui  tne  United  States;  but  to  establish 
the  competition  on  nich  terms  aa  shall  give  a  reasonable 
encoungemeiit  and  protection  to  the  manufitcturet  uid 
products  of  the  United  States." 

Hr.  M.  said  he  expected  Oiat  the  friends  of  protection 
would  co-operate  with  him  in  opening  the  whole  tariff  to 
rerinon,  and  feel  the  necessity  of  removing  objectionable 
parts  of  it.  If  left  asit  now  is,  it  cannot,  he  said,  long  with  j 
stand  the  force  and  body  of  attack  which  now  assail  it,  and 
which  will  be  increased  if  we  go  no  further  than  the  reso- 
lution under  conuderation  propoaei.  The  preaerration  of 
the  policy  required  its  improvement  He  feared  it  could 
not  long  last  as  it  is  now,  or  as  it  would  be  lef\,  if  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  resoIutioi;i  was  adopted.  However 
glovnng  is  the  picture  of  ruin  and  distress  ascribed  to  the 
operation  of  the  tariff  in  one  part  of  the  Union,  it  would 
not  compare  with  that  which  will  be  presented  in  other 
parts  if  all  protection  should  now  be  at  once  withdrawn. 


amount  of^capital,  and  the  direction  given  to  these  pursuita. 
Hr.  M.  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  no  half  way 
measures  would  be  adopted;  but  that  the  whole  subject 
would  be  sent  to  a.  committee,  a  revi«on  of  the  duties  on 
protected  articles  would  be  made,  and  the  admitted  im» 
perfections  of  the  existing  lawa  removed. 

Hr.  WILKINS  spoke  in  reply  to  the  Senators  from 
Maine  and  Kentucky.  He  thought  it  perfectly  practica- 
ble to  review  and  arrange  the  whole  system  at  this  ses- 
sion. He  wished  to  have  the  inquiry  nude,  whether,  by 
a  change  in  commercial  regulations,  an  equivalent  can  be 
afforded  to  the  manufacturers  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  protected  articles.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  how  far 
this  purpose  would  be  effected  by  abolishing  credits  on 
duties,  and  by  the  adoption  of  another  valuation  n'ste'ro; 
but  these  regiilations,  as  they  exist,  certainly  have  an  un- 
&vorttble  bearing  upon  the  protected  interests.  He  would 
not  abandon  the  system,  for  he  considered  it  as  conftitu- 
tional  and  expedient.  But  he  would  yield  much  for  the 
sake  of  having  the  subject  settled  at  once,  and  forever. 
He  was  not  afraid  of  the  delay  growing  out  of  his  amend- 
ment. It  would  liavc  a  great  effect.  Inquiries  had  been 
set  on  foot  b^  the  Treasury  Department,  which  would  re- 
sult in  ver}*  unportant  information. 

Mr.  CLAT  did  not  know,  he  said,  that  he  diould  be 
unwilling,  at  a  proper  time,  to  assent  to  the  amendments 
sugG^ste<i. by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  He  was  per> 
fcclTy  willing,  as  he  had  frequently  remarked,  to  look  into 
the  protected  class  of  articles— and  he  did  not  doubt  that 
such  a  reduction  might  there  be  effected  as  would  satisfy  at 
le:ist  the  moderate  portion  oftlie  opponents  of  the  protective 
system.  The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
he  opposed  as  hostile,  in  its  effect,  to  the  protective  natein. 

Hr.  HOLMES,  in  reply,  said  he  certainly  intended  no- 
thing unkind  or  severe  towards  the  Senator  fhmiPenoayF 
^'ania,  [Mr.  Wilkixb,]  but  rose  merely  to  ask  a  further 
explanation  of  his  scheme,  which  did  appear  a  little  con- 
fused, and  seemed  to  imply  a  contradiction.  1  could  not 
perceive,  said  Mr.  H.,  by  what  he  then  said,  how  the  ta- 
riff on  protected  articles  was  to  be  diminished  four  or  five 
millions,  and  the  protection  remain  as  efficient  as  it  noir 
is.  The  Senator  has  now  gotie  a  little  further  iirto  detail, 
and  appears  to  be  mure  explicit.  He  would  reduce  the 
duties  on  protected  articles,  but  would  compensate  tiie 
manufacturer  to  the  full  amount  in  one  or  all  of  these 
ways.  First,  he  would  abolish  the  credit  system.  Now, 
who  does  not  see  that  prompt  pay  augments  the  dut^? 
And  if  it  augments  it  as  much  as  you  omerwise  reduce  it, 
it  comes  to  the  consumer  under  precisely  the  same  burden 
as  before.  Another  device  is  to  change  the  rule  of  valu- 
ation. Doea  not  the  Senator  Me  that  die  effect  of  thia  is 
the  BameF  To  compensate  the  manuiketurer  for  a  reduo 
tion  of  the  duty  on  the  foreign  article,  you  reject  the  in* 
voice  valuation,  which  you  say  is  too  low,  and  charge  the 
article  at  its  real  value  at  the  port  of  importation.  And 
pray,  sir,  what  difference  does  it  make  to  the  consumer 
whether  he  pays  twen^  per  cent,  on  a  yard  of  cloth  va* 
lued  at  fifty  cents,  or  ten  percent,  on  the  same  article 
valued  at  a  dollar.  The  ground  of  complaint,  whether 
real  or  imaginary,  ia  that  Ine  consumer  pays  the  tax.  If 
you,  in  the  price  of  the  article,  in  any  way  raise  the  price 
to  the  same  amount  as  you  reduce  it,  by  reducitw  the  tax, 
all  must  readily  percuve  that  the  scheme  is  entirely  vinon* 
aiy.  His  other  mode  of  compensation  to  the  manufac- 
turer for  his  proposed  reduction  appears  not  to  be  defimte. 
He  would  change  the  duties  on  the  non-enumerated  arti- 
cles— that  is,  if  I  understand  him,  enumerate  them,  discii- 
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duties.  The  effect  orthii  vould  be  tr!flui|f>  indeed;  ud 
if  either  or  alt  tho^e  schemes  shall  compensate  the  manu- 
ftcturerto'the  TuU  amount  of  the  whole  reduction/it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  perceive  how  the  consumer  gets  the 
least  relief  whatever. 

I  was  not  a  little  amused,  however,  at  the  Senator's  dls- 
aertation  on  luxuries,  but  1  cannot  very  well  agree  in  his 
distinction.  Every  thing  dear,  he  says,  isaluxury— notliing 
tbat  is  cheap.  Now  I  can  well  perceive  that  there  are 
many  luxuries  which  cost  nothhig.  ATcfreshing  breeze, 
9  genial  sun,  brilliant  moon  and  stars,  are  all  luxuries — 
the  opening  of  spring,  indeed,  every  thing  beautiful,  is  a 
luxury.  To  look  at  a  beautiful  woman  is  a  luxur)";  but  it 
costs  nothing. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  that,  in  effect,  there  were  three 
(Batinct  propositions  under  connderation,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  compare  these  with  each  other,  before  any  correct 
(^mion  could  be  formed  as  to  the  propriety  of  adopting 
either.  It  was  true  that  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Mj.bc«]  had  not  yet  presented  his  sclicmc  in  form?  but  as 
he  had  read  his  resolutions  in  his  place,  and  had  announced 
his  purpose  of  offering  ttiem  as  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mv. 
WiLKixs,]  if  the'latter  should  be  rejectetl,  the  Senate 
was  BO  compelled  to  connderthis  project  in  dedding  upon 
the  propriety  of  adopting  either  of  the  others. 

Comparing  these  ttiree  schemes  according  to  the  gram- 
marian's mode,  he  would  say  that  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  was  in  the  poutive  degree,  and  was  simply 
badj  that  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  was 
in  the  comparative,  and  was  worse;  and  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  was  in  the  superlative,  and  wa.s  the 
worst  of  all.  Or,  if  gentlemen  pleased  to  reverse  this 
comparison,  he  would  Hiy  that  the  New  York  project  was 
positively  bad,  the  Kentucky  prnject  comparatively  better, 
and  that  of  Pennsylvania  was  the  best  ojF  all  of  them,  al- 
though, for  himself,  he  must  say  that  bad  was  this  best. 
Tliercforc,  if  he  was  bound  to  take  one  of  these  bitter 
potions,  he  should  be  compelled  to  take  the  last  as  that 
which  was  the  least  disagreeable. 


deserves  some  notice.  He  telh  the  Senate  Ihat^  if  they 
repeal  the  taxes  which  are  now  imposed  upon  articles  con- 
sumed  by  the  riclionly,  the  tariff  policy  will  become  more 
odious  than  it  now  is.  Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  American  system  in  good  odor  with  the  peo- 
ple, they  must  retain  tlie  duties  upon  luxuries^  and  conti- 
nue the  burdens  unnecessarily  imposed  upon  the  rich, 
lest  the  poor,  (I  beg  pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, who  has  told  us  that  there  were  no  poor  in  this 
coiintr)',)  lest  the  less  wealthy,  (to  use  liis  phrase,)  should 
complain  more  loudly  than  they  now  begin  to  do  of  the 
grievous  impoutions  upon  their  comforts  and  necessaries. 
The  Senator  from  New  York  is  unwiUing,  then,  to  reduce 
the  revenue  even  to  the  extent  proposed  by  the  SenstM* 
from  Kentucky. 

That  Senator,  with  his  accustomed  fivnknesi,  told  the  Se- 
nate that  the  revenue,  if  reduced  to  the  full  extent  of.  bis 
Bcheme,by  abolishing  all  the  duties  imposed  upon  all  the  un- 
protected  articles,  would  still,  he  feared,  amount  toat  least 
eighteen  millions,  three  milUons  more  than  the  tressuiy 
report  states  to  be  requisite  to  satisfy  the  utmost  wants  of 
the  Government.  But  be  could  not  agree  to  reduce  it 
more  at  present,  because  he  should  then  be  compelled  to 
diminish  the  ncces5.iry  protection  required  for  the  support 
of  his  ftLVOrite  system,  which  he  was  not  disposed  now  to 
do.  The  Senator  from  Ne^v  York  proposes,  however,  to 
retain  a  large  portion  of  even  tlicse  duties,  which  both  the 
other  Senators  ore  willing  to  abolish,  and  this  with  a  dis- 
tinct knowledge  that  such  a  proposition  must  necessarily 
augment  the  amountof  revenue,  and  so  increase  the  quan- 
tum of  the  surplus  "  spoil,"  to  be  hereafter  distributed  in 
some  form  or  other. 

Of  all  the  evils,  said  Mr.  1'.,  which  in  his  judgment  was 
most  to  be  deprecated  in  this  country,  was  the  accumula- 
tion  of  Burplusses  in  the  treasury.  Its  effects  must  be  cither 
to  transform  this  Government  into  a  monster  of  wanton  and 
bloated  extravagance,  or  to  generate  new  feuds  and  diF> 
ferences  between  the  States  SiS  to  the  mode  of  distributing 
it.  Either  result  would  be  equally  destructive  of  (he 
Union  of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  For 


AH  these  several  plans  propose  to  reduce  the  amount  of  one,  therefore,  he  should  ever  support  that  scheme  of 


the  future  revenue  of  the  United  States;  and  the  question 
was,  how  much?  To  this  question  tlie  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania answer^  to  the  measure  of  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  Government,  so  as  to  leave  no  surplus  in  the  trea- 
surj',  to  become  hereafter  the  subject  of  scuffle  and  scram- 
ble; and  this  he  announces  in  the  terms  of  his  amendment 
itself  without  qualification  or  reserve.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  said  the  same  thing  in  his  argument,  but  he  docs 
not  express  it  in  his  resolution;  and  he  qualified  the  decla- 
ration made  by  him,  by  saying  afterwards  that  his  scheme 
.«f  reduction  would  be  limited  by  that  protection.  Give 
him  adequate  protection  for  manu&chires,  and  he  an- 
nounced distinctly  his  perfect  willingness  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  to  any  point  which  the  most  mode- 
rate would  propose.  To  use  his  own  strung  language,  in 
that  case,  he  would  not  be  "outbragged"  by  any  one. 
Hut  adequate  protection  he  must  and  would  retain,  even 
if  the  pvcservation  of  such  protection  should  bring  more 
revenue  into  the  treasury'  than  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government  required.  It  is  obvious,  uien,  that  the 
expressed  and  unqualified  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  is  better  tlian  this. 

So  far  as  they  regard  tlie  revenue  derivable  from  what  arc 
called  the  duties  on  unprotected  articles,  both  the  Senators 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  concur  in  proposing  the 
total  abolition  of  all  these  duties,  except  those  imposed  on 
wines  and  silks.  In  this  respect,  then,  their  schemes  are 
similar.  But  that  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  differs 
from  each  of  th'-m  in  this:  he,  oltiiough,  in  f.ivor  of  a  di- 
m'nution  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  some  of  these  unpro- 
tected articles,  is  for  retaining  all  the  duties  imposed  upon 
others,  which  he  called  lujcunc!.  His  reason,  too,  for  tliia, 


ftnance  which  promised  to  produce  as  little  as  posnble 
beyond  the  actual  exigencies  of  the  Gcveniment;  aod>  in 
our  present  condition,  the  public  debt  beine  discharged,  he 
would  prefer  even  a  deficit  to  an  excess  or  revenue. 

The  striking  difference  wbich  he  had  stated  was  ntiAer 
the  sole  or  the.leost  dissimilitude  between  the  three  seve- 
ral projects  be  was  then  examiuing,  said  Mr.  T.  They 
differ  from  each  other  even  more  in  tlie  manner  than  in  the 
measure  of  reduction.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
while  agreeing  with  the  two  other  Senators,  in  his  deter- 
mination of  preserving  unimpaired  the  actual  protection 
to  manufactures,  is,  nevertheless,  willing  to  commute  it  for 
other  equivalents  of  as  much  potency,  if  these  shall  be 
considered  as  more  acceptable.  He  annouaces  three  dif- 
ferent plans:  the  payment  in  cosh  of  the  duties  imposed 
upon  foreign  articles  which  enter  into  competition  with 
our  domestic  manufactures;  a  scheme  of  warehounng  such 
imported  articles;  and  a  new  mode  of  ascertaining  their 
value  by  appraisements  to  be  mode  at  the  place  of  impor- 
tation. And  he  tells  the  Senate  thut,  whatever  of  protec- 
tion the  adoption  of  all  or  of  any  of  the  ^fiierent  achemes 
may  be  conndered  as  worth,  that  am(.UDt  he  b  wilhng  to 
deduct  from  the  amount  of  the  present  duties  for  encou- 
ragement. Thus  diminishing  still  more  the  receipt  of  sur- 
plus revenue,  while  preserving  existing  protection;  and 
holding  out  some  other  advantages  which  seem  to  me  to 
be  well  worthy  of  further  esamiiution.  The  Senators 
from  Kentucky  and  New  York,  however,  are  neither  of 
them  willing  to  touch  tfie  present  i^stcm  of  protection,  in 
any  mode  whatever. 

[Here  Mr.  MARCX.intemipte(l  Vx.  T.,  siyjiMr  thai  he 
was  not  unwilling  to  revise  the  present  system  «  protcct- 
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in^  duties,  but  that  bit  resolutions  expreMly  required  a 
re-examtnation  of  it,  and  8ii^«ited  the  bans  upon  which 
a  modification  of  it  might  t>e  made.  To  prore  thii,  he 
^ttin  read  hia  project} 

T  understood  the  scheme  oPthe  honorable  Senator  from 
Nev  York,  said  Mr.  T.,  precinely  as  he  has  expluned  it, 
uid  was  about  to  show  that,  however  latitudinous  and  gc- 
nend  mxy  be  the  terms  in  which  it  ia  expressed,  its  mean- 
ing and  effects  are  precisely  those  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentnclcy.  Nay,  that  the  principle  whidi  it  advances, 
goes  even  beyond  that  contended  for  by  that  Senator.  A 
rood  proof  that  1  am  riglit  in  this,  the  Senate  have  already 
heard,  in  the  entire  accordance  in  this  project,  expressed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  his  willingness  to  sup- 
port it,  so  soon  ss  the  first  proposition  concerning  the  du- 
ties imposed  upon  the  unprotected  articles  is  disposed  of. 

The  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  as  the  Sen- 
ate have  again  heard  it  dectared  to  be,  is  this^  to  continue 
M  the  present  dnties  of  protection,  so  &r  as  they  may  be 
necessar)r  to  secure  competitlcm  in  the  maritet  between 
the  foreign  and  domestic  articles  of  a  like  kind,  with  what ' 
be  calls  a  reassnable  advantage  in  this  competition  to  the . 
home  manufiicturer,  and  to  reduce  all  the  protecting  du- 
ties which  now  exceed  this  limit  to  that  point  Now,  what 
ia  the  demand  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky^  He  only 
asks  for  ^  adequate  protection;"  and  has  often  expressed 
his  willingness  to  reduce  the  protecting  duties  hereafter 
to  that  pomt,  if  it  can  be  shown  to  him  tiiat  any  one  of  them 
go  beyond  it.  Ask  him  what  he  considers  as  **  adequate 
protection,*'  and  he  tdls  you,  fnnkly  and  openly,  such  a 
duty  as  will  enhuiee  the  price  of  the  foreign  commodity 
in  our  maricet  so  much  as  to  enable  the  home  manuiao' 
turer  to  sell  his  rival  article  at  that  price,  and  at  that  prioe 
to  lecure  a  reasonable  profit  to  Iiimnelf.  Grant  him  this, 
and  he  asks  nothing  mure.  But  the  Senator  fmm  New 
York  is  not  satisfied  with  this  dt^nc  of  protectiont  he  re- 
quires not  only  such  a  duty  as  wdl  secure  a  &ir  competi- 
tion between  the  rival  articles,  but  so  much  more  as  may 
be  neceaasTy  to  give  to  the  home  nunufactiirer  a  reason- 
able adrantsige  in  what  this  Senator  calls  a  fair  competi- 
tion.  That  »  to  say,  he  proposes  to  secure,  not  a  reason- 
able, but  an  unreasonable  profit  to  the  home  manufacturer, 
by  enhancing  the  price  of  the  nval  foreign  commodity 
above  the  point  at  which  the  domestic  artale  may  enter 
into  f»r  competition  with  it. 

Waslrig^it,  then,  sud  Mr.  T.,  when  1  affirmed  that  the 
Senator  froB  Kentucky  occupied  a  middle  pontion  m  these 
biddings,  and  that,  altho«gh  he  offered  less,  probably, 
than  did  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  yet  his  oflTer  was 
better  than  that  of  tlie  Senator  from  New  York. 

So  fitr  as  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles  are  con- 
cerned, both  the  Senators  from  Pennsylvania  and  Ken- 
tucky are  willing  to  abolish  them  altogether,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  wines  and  ailksi  but  the  Senator  from  New 
York  lay*  no.  moat  of  theie  duties  are  imposed  upon  Uizu* 
rie%  and  although  they  are  not  required  for  rimer  reve- 
nue or  prcrtection,  yet,  if  youdisbunien  the  rich,  while  you 
continue  to  oppress  the  leas  wealthy,  you  will  surely  make 
your  American  system  mon  odious  than  it  now  is,  and 
will  so  endanger  its  fUture  fate.  Therefore,  keep  such 
duties  on,  although  they  are  not  wanted. ,  So  far  as  the  pro- 
tecting duties  are  concerned,  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania IS  willing  to  commute  them  for  satisfactory  equiva- 
lents, to  be  furnished  by  a  system  of  commercial  regula- 
tiom^  which,  havine  no  reganl  to  revenue,  will  necessarily 
fminish  the  risk  or a  surplus  in  the  treasury.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  is  unwilling  to  adopt  this  course  now, 
from  no  indisposition  to  attun  its  objects,  if  I  understand 
him  correctly,  but  from  an  unwillingness  to  disturb  the 
protecting  policy  in  any  way  at  this  time.  For  he  de- 
clares his  desire  to  reduce  the  duties  of  protection  here- 
after, in  all  cases  where  they  give  more  than  reasonable 
enefluragement  to  the  iMmuHctnring  industry,  if  any  meh 


there  are.  But  the  Senator  fr«n  New  York  announces  his 
determination  not  merely  to  preserve  the  present  system,  so 
ftr  as  it  pves  a  reasonable  encouragement  to  Uiis  brandi 
of  industty,  but  never  to  permit  any  rival  foreign  commo- 
dity to  enter  into  competition  with  the  home-made  article, 
except  under  circumstances  giving  advantage  in  the  com> 
petition  to  Ae  home  manufitcturer.  This,  in  effect,  is  to 
spve  a  monopoly  of  the  home  market  to  the  home  manu- 
mcturer*  to  the  extent  of  the  supply  he  is  about  to  maket 
and  then  lets  in  the  fte-eign  commodity  at  an  increased 
price  to  the  consumer,  which,  while  it  must  oppreu  him, 
is  neither  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  to  protect  the  manufacturing  industry.  It  is, 
therefore,  an  oppressive  burden,  wantonly  imposed*  with- 
out any  otlier  object  than  to  accumukte  a  turplus  in  the 
treasury. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  SMd  Mr.  T.,  although  1  do 
not  approve  of  the  scheme  of  the  Senator  fVom  Pennsyl- 
vania,  yet  it  seems  to  be  so  far  preferable  to  both  tho  othen, 
that  I  shall  give  it  m;y  support  at  present.  What  may  be 
the  vote  I  may  pre,  if  this  amendment  obtains,  it  will  be 
time  enough  hereafter  to  state. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  it 
would  now  be  in  order  to  move  to  refer  the  whole  suljject, 
the  reaoUitions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  the 
amendment  'proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
to  one  of  the  stan^ng  committees  of  the  Senate;  and  be- 
ing informed  by  the  President  that  it  would  be  in  order, 
he  proceeded,  and  said: 

It  was  then  his  purpose,  before  remmtlng  his  seat,  and 
after  he  should  have  made  a  very  few  txisen'ations,  tn 
move  a  refisrence  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures.  It  must  now  be  obvious,  said  Mr.  H., 
that  the  further  we  progress  in  the  discussion  of  these  ab- 
stract resolutions,  the  greater  will  be  our  difficulties;  and 
the  less  probable  is  it  ttiat  we  ^all  ever  agree  on  any 
thing.  These  resolutions  hare  been  before  the  Senate 
more  than  two  months.  And  surely  no  member  of  ttie 
body  can  entertain  the  opinion  that  we  are  in  the  least  de- 
gree approaching  unanimity)  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
we  are  further  apart  now  than  when  we  began;  and,  in- 
deed, the  amendment  recently  proposed,  especially  in 
connexion  with  other  amendments  surgested,  seem  to  be 
producing  a  degree  of  conftision,  and  a  greater  diversity 
of  opinion,  than  has  been  manifested  in  any  previous  stage 
of  the  debate. 

The  original  resolutinu  assert  Uiat  the  existing  datiet 
on  aU  unprotected  articles  *'  ought  to  be  fbrthwith  abo- 
lished," except  on  wines  and  silks,  and  that  on  these  they 
ought  to  be  reduced{  and  direct  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  report  a  bill  accordingly.  The  amendment  ori* 
ginally  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  de- 
clared that  the  existing  duties  on  all  articles,  both  protect- 
ed and  unprotected,  oi^t  to  be  so  reduced  as  to  bring 
down  the  revenue  to  the  actual  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment, after  the  piAlicdebt  ihw  have  been  paid.  On 
these  two  proportions,  diametrically  oppoate  in  prinaple, 
and  m  their  effect,  upon  the  tariff  policy,  has  the  £seus- 
sion,  until  very  recently,  progressed.  The  latter  propo- 
ntion  being,  in  effect,  rejected  by  a  refusal  to  strike  out 
the  first,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  comes  forward 
with  a  proposition  of  the  middle  ^*oand,  and,  in  the  dis- 
cusHon,  au^festa  that  be  has  two  others  wluch  he  means 
to  submitf  and  the  Senator  trcm  New  York  has  dsn  read 
us  two  or  three  propoaitiona^  which  he  means  to  submit. 
Thus  are  we  about  to  be  deluged  with  eveiy  shade  of  pro- 
position which  can  be  crowded  between  two  extreniei, 
and  the  debate,  winch  we  all  lK^>ed  was  nearly  brought  to 
a  close,  is  about  to  take  a  wider  and  more  intemUnable 
range  than  ever. 

Indeed,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  original  resolutions  of  the  8e. 
nator  from  Kentucky  are  fraogntwith  great  diffieully,  and 
witiimuohtoembarnaetheSenatei  and,  decide  them  aa 
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you  may,  you  tetUe  notliitifft  for  when  the  bill  contem- 
plated by  diem  thall  be  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  whole 
tuiff  wiU  be  before  ut.  Then  any  member  will  be  at  [)er- 
fect  liberty  to  introduce  any  amendment  he  may  think 
proper,  as  veil  to  the  protected  as  the  unprotected  arti- 
olea.  This  is  the  objection  to  abstract  propositions  in  le- 
gislation. In  this  way  ^ou  can  aaert  a^rinciple,  but  you 
cannot  regulate  its  details;  and  the  tarin  always  has  been, 
and  erer  must  be,  almost  entirely  a  question  of  details.  In 
this  is  rta  great  difficulty.  The  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tions  before  us,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  extremely  questionable. 
It  ii,  that  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articfes  ought  to 
be  forthwith  abolished.  Now,  air,  I,  for  one,  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  this.  While  L  hold  the  protective  principle 
sacred,  I  do  not  believe  in  this  doctrine.  These  articles 
are  ehiefl^  composed  of  what  ma^  fiurly  be  denomini^ed 
the  luxunes  of  lifet  such  as  tropical  fru'tSt  cordials,  per< 
JVimerieB,  and  fancy  articles  almost  innumerable.  Of  the 
duties  on  these  articles,  no  one  has  complained.  On  this 
Mibject  not  a  voice  has  been  raised  fram  Maine  to  Liouisi- 
ana.  They  consist  of  articles,  the  consumption  of  which 
is  confined  very  much  to  the  wealthy  portions  of  (he  com- 
munity, to  the  cities,  and  the  seaboard.  They  enter,  ver}' 
little  into  the  consumption  of  tlie  people  of  the  great  inte- 
lioF  of  the  country.  There  are,  to  be  sure,  some  articles 
on  this  list  of  a  cUfferent  description,  such  as  teas,  coHVe, 
and  a  ttv  other  Articles,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  they  ought  alt  forthwith  to  be  abolished.  He  did  not 
wish  to  be  committed  by  any  such  vote.  He  wished  to 
remain  at  perfect  liberty-,  after  the  bill  sliould  be  submit- 
ted, to  vote  as  his  judgment  migiit  dictate  on  its  detuils: 
to  take  the  items,  and  retain  or  reject  them  as  he  might 
tUnk  proper.  He  would  cheerfully  vote  to  take  the  du- 
ties off  teas  coffee,  dye  stuffy  and  such  like  articles.  But 
be  objected  to  a  decUiva  Totti  on  these  resolutions^  be- 
cause of  their  incertainty.  In  examining  the  existing  tariff 
for  the  purpose  of  making  out  this  list  of  unprotected  arti- 
cles, perhaps  no  two  Senators  would  entirely  agree.  Tlie 
resolutions  then  required  us  to  vote  in  the  cbrk.  I  have, 
nr,  said  Hr.  H.,  three  lists  of  these  articles  before  me, 
differing  from  each  other  wiilcly.  One  is  a  list  contained 
in  a  bill  reported  by  a  Senator  from  Hiisouri,  [Mr.  Bkk- 
TOR,]  at  a  former  sesa'on,  another  is  a  list  contained  in  the 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hatmr,] 
and  the  third  is  a  list  not  yet  submitted,  hut  prepared  for 
tliat  purpose.  This  was  a  conclusive  objection  with  him 
to  the  resolutions  as  they  stood  before  the  Senatei  and  this 
was  one  of  his  reasons  for  the  motion  he  wasabouttomakf . 

We  are,  said  Mr  H.,  commencing  a  nove^  and  very 
important  work— the  reduction  of  tlie  revenue.  This  no. 
licjr  is  begun  in  Ae  fear  of  dreadful  evils  from  asurpiuti. 
This  evil  we  bad  never  yet  felt;-  and,  for  one,  he  was  in- 
clined to  wait  its  apprcMch  without  anjbrapprehenwon. 
Many  nuUions  of  the  public  debt  were  yet  upon  us,  and 
the  evil  could  easily  and  speedily  be  removed  whenever  it 
should  be  found  to  press  us.  I'he  prospect  of  tliis  sur- 
plus had  heretofore  consoled  us. 

We  liad,  heretofore,  looked  to  it  aa  the  means  of  a  per- 
manent and  somewhat  enlarged  pUn  of  internal  improve- 
ment. And  we  in  the  new  States  have  been  looking  wiUt 
sanguine  expectations  to  this  period  of  oi»  affun  for  a 
benefidal  change  in  twr  land  system.  He  had  aud  that 
he  would  vote  w.th  great  pleasure  to  relieve  from  duties 
teas,  coffee,  and  some  other  articles  eontempkted  by  the 
resolutioiut  and  he  hoped  to  have  an  opportunity  of  so 
dcnng,  when  the  bill  should  be  reported  to  tlie  Senate. 
But,  for  one,  he  should  never  vote  to  reduce  tlie  revenues 
of  the  country  to  the  nunimuin  of  current  expenditures; 
f»  this  would  be  a  brewell  to  internal  tm|Hovenients,  and 
to  all  hopes  of  any  modification  of  tiie  Und  system,  fi;var- 
^le  to  the  new  States.  He  was  aware  tltat  it  would  be 
■■id  that  tiie  renhttkms  now  before  the  Senate  eonteoH 
plated  no  reduction  to  tlus  extent;  bat  he  could  not  be 


indifferent  to  some  ezpresnons  which  had  escaped  during 
the  present  debate.  He  had  heard  the  propositions  fax  a 
modificationof  the  landsystem  spoken  of  as  wild  schemes; 
and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  looking  to  their 
transfer  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  as  tiie  wildest  of 
all;  and  this  in  the  face  of  distinct  expressions  cS  almost 
every  L^islatiire  of  the  new  Statei^  asking  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  system.  It  bad  not  escaped  him,  nor  did  he 
suppose  it  had  escaped  any  member  of  the  Senate,  that* 
in  the  various  schemes  for  redudng  the  revenue,  it  had 
generally  been  affirmed  that  the  revenues  of  the  public 
lands  should  remain  as  they  are.  Pur  one,  he  protested 
against  this:  and  he  could  confidently  assure  the  Senate 
that  the  people  of  the  new  Slates,  as  fiir  as  he  was  made 
acquainted  with  their  opinionx,  fully  expected  some  par- 
ticipation in  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  as  aoon  aa 
the  national  debt  should  be  p«dt  and  that  without  thia 
there  would  be  much  dissatisfaction  in  that  portion  of 
the  Uiuon.  They  know  that  these  lands  are  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  and  fur  nothing  more;  and  they 
know  that  when  this  debt  sliall  he  paid,  their  proceeds 
will  not  be  needed  for  any  purpose  of  the  Fec^ral  Go- 
vernment. If  they  had  not  known  this  before,  the  debito 
now  in  progress  would  give  abundantly  tliis  information, 
lliese  resolutions  propose  to  dispense  with  from  aeveo  to 
ten  millions  of  revenue,  because  it  is  not  needed  for  anj 
purpose  of  the  Government,  and  because  the  Government, 
under  such  circumstance^  is  better  without  it  tliaii  with 
it.  These  millions  are  cimfly  paid  by  the  States  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard — are  paid  by  tlie  wealth  of  the  country* 
and  assessed  on  the  luxuries  of  life.  They  are  burden- 
some to  nti  section  of  tlie  country — complained  of  by  no* 
body.  The  revenues  from  the  public  lands  have,  w'.thin 
the  hist  ten  year^  vibrated  between  one  and  three  mil- 
lions. Three  millions  will  be  a  large  ntimate  for  many 
years  to  come.  The  new  States  will  tell  you  that  it  is  rea- 
sonable that,  ill  the  new  mo<lification  of  tite  great  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  and  in  the  reduction  of  the  general 
revenue  from  ten  to  fifteen  millidns,  for  it  may  safely  be 
thus  reduced  after  the  debt  shall  be  paid,  that  some  of 
these  millions  ougiit  to  be  given  to  tlie  new  Statea;  and  so 
the  wliole  Union  will  say  that  their  expectations  and  their 
demands  are  reasonabfe  and  just  ifispecially  will  the 
emigrating  classes  of  the  ohl  Statessay  so.  They  wiU  de> 
mand  of  you  an  inheritance  in  the  new  States,  which  you 
are  not  able  to  give  them  at  home,  in  the  old  Stales;  and 
tiiat  some  of  the  moneys  which  they  pay  into  your  trea- 
sury fur  the  uncultivated  forest,  shall  be  expended  amon^ 
them,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement  and  edu- 
cation. They  will  tell  you  that  all  your  allegatioiis  about 
purchasing  the  soil  of  the  new  Slates  «nm  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  old  States  are  dehuive— tlts^  they 
are  fidlades.  They  will  tell  you,  as  we  tell  you,  that 
these  things  are  the  ofTipring  of  tlie  revolution;  and  that 
we  are  tlie  sons  of  the  revolution  is  well  as  you:  that,  io 
this  sense  of  the  phrase,  yon  have  no  right  to  say  to  us 
that  you  are  exclusively  the  old  States.  The  people  of 
the  new  States  will  tell  you,  that  while  you  enjoy  the  cul- 
tivated fields,  tlie  ease,  the  comfort,  and  tlie  enjoyments 
of  the  old  States,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  tlteir  own  means 
should  be  employed  in  m^ii^g  the  same  Improvements  in 
their  own  country,  which  tiiey  helped  jrtHi  to  make  io 
yours,  before  they  left  you.  Thii^  sir,  sud  Mr-  B.,ismy 
view  of  the  subject;  but  I  will  no  longer  detain  Uie  Senate. 
Mr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  whole  subject,  both  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  the  aoiend- 
menta  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Klanufactwres. 

Mr.  HAYNE  auggested  to  tike  Sewtor  fr<Mn  Indiana  the 
propriety  of  a  reference  of  the  residution  to  aome  other 
committee  than  that  of  manufaehtrea. 

Mr.  CLAY  noke  in  fiivor  d^the  reference,  and  slated 
that  he  dioulo  urge  a  report  from  Uie  comndtte^  of  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


617  ,         OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS, 


618 


Maxch  23.  1833.] 


The  Tiviff. 


bill  rep«alinsr  the  duties  on  unprotected  irticlei*  He  hed 
been  long^  anxious  to  obtain  a  iKrect  expretuon  <^  the 
•enae  of  the  Senate  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLME3  moved  an  adjournment;  which  was  re< 
jected. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  it  was  of  no  consequence  to  what 
committee  the  resolution  was  sent,  for  it  instructed  the 
committee  to  report  a  bill  on  certain  prindplea. 

Mr-  KINO  said:  Mr.  Pieadent.  it  is  my  dedpi  to  detain 
the  Senate  but  a  few  minutes,  but  I  cannot  consent-  the 
reference  proposed  should  be  made,  without  givinff  my 
view  of  the  eflect  which  it  is  calculated  to  produce.  Sir, 
I  have  not  been  an  inattentive  observer  of  this  whole  pro- 
ceeding; more  than  two  months  past,  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  introduced  his  resolutions,  instnicting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  brinjf  in  a  bill  to  aboliith,  forthwith, 
all  tJie  duties  on  articles  unprotected,  with  a  slight  ex- 
ception as  to  silks  and  wines.  A  hboKd  and  protracted 
debate  ensued,'  which  I  forbore  to  take  any  part  In.  from 
a  conviction  tiiat  no  practical  good  could  result  from  the 
discus»on.  Ur.  President,  no  man  in  this  Senate,  or  in 
tliis  nation,  feels  more  sensibly  than  I  do,  the  unjust  ope- 
ration of  the  tarilT  upon  the  section  of  country  in  which  I 
rende;  and  no  man  is  prepared  to  go  further,  in  a  consti. 
tutional  reswtance  to  this  oppresuve  system,  than  I  am; 
but,  «r,  t  bad  hoped,  most  anlently  hoped,  that  a  spirit 
of  conciliation  would  have  guided  the  deliberations  of  this 
Congress;  that  discontents  would  be  removed  bv  just  le- 
gishtiont  and  that  harmony  would  be  restored  to  our 
distracted  country.  1  will  not  say,  sir,  that  this  fondly 
cherished  hope  is  entirely  destroyed;  but  I  must  confess 
tlie  course  pursued  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
Us  friends,  is  well  calculated  to  weaken  the  expectation 
tiiat  this  dll-impurtant  subject  will  be  amicably  adjusted. 
Sir,  that  Senator,  U  is  true,  has  been  liberal  in  hia  pnifcs. 
iioiuf  he  has  laid  he  will  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  lowest 
sum  whieb  may  be  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Government;  and  Ivow,  sir,  does  he  propose  to  effect  this? 
Merely  by  a  repeal  of  tlie  duties  on  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles now,  and  at  a  more  convenient  season  resort  to  fur- 
ther legislation)  for  he  has  repeated  over  and  over  agai 
with  great  emphasis,  "you  must  not  touch  the  protective 
i^ystem."  This  system,  so  holy  in  the  eves  of  the  Sena, 
tor,  of  taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  which 
draws  from  the  pockets  of  our  people  more  than  seven- 
teen millions  of  dollars  annually,  must  not  be  touched.  I 
am  not,  Mr.  President,  disappointed  in  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky;  he  is  conwstent  with  himself;  but,  mr,  I  am 
surprised  and  puned  at  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  l*enn^lvanis;  from  liim,  I  am  free  to  confess  I  had 
hoped  better  things.    Is  this  the  evidence  he  gives  of  the 

Sirit  of  coneiliatiun  by  which  he  was  actuated^  To  me 
e  amcnAnent  proposed  is  decidedly  more  objectionable 
tlian  the  ori^nal  resolutions;  they  are  plun  to  every  un- 
derstanding; while  the  amendment,  equally  avoldmg  all 
interference  with  the  protected  articles,  proposes  so  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  class  as  to  bring 
down  the  revenue  to  the  actual  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. An  annual  revenue  of  more  than  twenty-ux  mil- 
lions of  dollars  is  thus  to  be  brought  down  to  the  wants 
ni  the  Government,  which  none,  I  believe,  wiU  contend, 
should  exceeil  fifteen  millioni^  and  most  of  us  are  of  the 
opinion  should  not  be  more  than  twelve,  by  s  reduction 
of  duties  on  articles  which  do  not  pay  altogeUier  seven 
millions.  Sir,  1  will  not  give  utterance  to  the  feelings  the 
proportion  is  calculated  to  excite. 

Ur.  President,  I  wilt  not  attempt  a  discusMon  of  the 

Eeneral  question.  I  am  aware  that  I  should  butrecapitti- 
te  ailments,  urged  with  so  much  force  and  ability  by 
much  abler  men,  demonstrating,  beyond  the  power  of 
rotation,  the  inequality,  injustice,  and  oppreanve  opera- 
tion of  this  whole  systemi  but  wiU  merely  reowrk,  that 


unmitigated  severity;  if,  instead  of  afibnUng  relief  from 
the  burdens  of  which  we  so  justly  complain,  the  majority 
are  determined  to  render  them  more  aggravated,  by  r&i 
pealing  or  greatly  reducing  the  revenue  duties,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers,  and  thus  throw  the  whole 
weight  of  thia  unjust  taxation  upon  the  agricultural  inte- 
rest, then  gentlemen  must  prepare  themselves  to  meet  the 
consequences  which  their  oppreasioos  will  inevitably  pro- 
duce. Mr.  President,  I  have  been  too  loiuf  acquainted 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  eomndttees  of  this  bo4y,  not 
to  know  that  the  reference  of  these  propoutions,  whether 
adopted  by  the  Senate  or  not,  will  be  considered  by  the 
committee  as  instructions  to  report  on  them,  and  them 
only.  Sir,  they  cannot  extend  their  inquiry  beyond  the 
subject-matter  referred;  and  I  appeal  to  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  for  the  correctness  of  this  position. 
Sir,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  so  considers  it,  else  he 
would  not  so  eagerly  seize  upon  the  proposition  now  made 
to  refer,  aAer  having  so  repeatedly  pressed  for  the  de- 
cision  of  the  Senate  upon  his  resolutions,  and  after  hav- 
ing successfully  resisted  all  amendmenU  which  would 
extend  the  inquiry  to  the  whole  subject  of  the  tariff.  I 
would  ask,  Mr.  President,  if  this  was  a  select  committee, 
ctiithed  with  no  powers  but  sucli  as  should  be  conferred 
on  it  by  the  Senate,  would  the  reference  of  these  resolu- 
tions jiwUfy  it  in  reptniing  upon  subjects  not  embraced 
by  them?  Certunly  not  I  fear,  air,  my  fHend  from 
Indiana,  if  he  succeeds  in  this  motion,  will  defeat  the  vetr 
object  he  has  in  view.  He  has  declared  himself  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky;  that  he  is1n  favor  of  a  fair  modification  of  the 
whole  tariff* system;  and  he  wishes  the  committee  to  come 
to  the  examination  of  the  subject,  unrestrained;  in  that, 
my  friend  and  myielf  perfectly  atfree.  I  request,  then, 
that  lie  will  relieve  me  from  all  tUfficulty,  by  witiulrawing 
his  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  he  regretted  that  he  was  un- 
able to  comply  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  and  substitute  the  Committee  on  Finance 
for  that  of  Manufactures.  The  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures was,  in  hia  opinion,  the  proper  committee.  It  had 
been  constituted  expressly  fur  the  conw<Ieration  of  such 
subjects,  and  hitherto  such  subjects  had  uniformly  been 
referred  to  that  ctHUmittee.  Thin  opinion  had  governed 
his  vote  on  previous  occasions;  and  in  this  view  of  tlie 
subject  he  \imA,  during  the  present  session,  voted  to  refer 
Uie  salt  bill,  and  the  Indian  blanket  bill,  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures.  He  would  cheerfully  vote  to  refer  any 
proposition  of  inquir}'  relative  to  the  tariff*,  to  that  com> 
mittee;  and,  if  llie  Senator  from  South  Carohna  wished 
to  refer  tus  propomtion,  which  had  so  lone:  been  the  sub- 
ject of  debate,  to  that  committee,  he  should  liave  hit 
vote  to  that  effect.  In  reply  to  various  opinions,  recently 
expressed,  that  areference  of  this  subject,  under  present 
drcumataiice^  is  tantamount  to  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  resolution, 
he  would  say  that  nothing  could  be  further  from  his  view 
of  the  reference.  It  was  to  avoid  all  expression  of  the 
Senate  on  tlie  merits  of  tiie  resolution,  that  his  motion 
hwl  been  made  to  refer;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  this 
would  be  the  new  of  the  Senate  in  referring,  if  the  mo- 
tion should  prevail.  Surely  no  meirber  of  uie  Senate,  in 
voting  to  refer,  will  feel  that  he  is  adopting  the  sesolutiont 
on  tfie  contrary,  by  referring,  the  beuate  will  clearly  say 
that  the  opinion  of  a  committee  is  sought  for,  before  the 
Senate  shall  be  called  upon  to  give  any  vote  on  the  prin- 
ciple or  the  merits  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DICKERSONssid,  the  advantage  of  this  reference 
is  this:  that  the  committee  may  report  ft  bill,  upon  which 
we  may  act  with  more  practical  eneet,  than  upon  an  ab* 
stract  praf>orition.  If  the  Sentte  adopt  die  resi^tioil  to 
instruct  the  committee  to  repOTt  a  lall  upon  the  prinaple 
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tions  to  support  such  bill.  If  the  bill  should  be  reported 
without  such  instructions,  no  Senator,  except  the  com- 
mittee reporting^  the  bill,  will  be  in  any  vmy  committed  to 
support  it,  no  more  tbkn  if  the  bill  should  be  introduced 
upon  leave,  or  if  introduced  hj  the  committee  under 
their  general  povers,  according  to  the  sug^stion  of  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  KiRo.  ]^  It  may  be  true,  as  the 
Senator  suggests,  that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
have  the  power  to  report  such  a  bill  aa  is  called  for  by  the 
resolution,  but  tlie  committee  think  it  more  becoming 
them  to  perform  duties  than  to  exercise  power.  Had  the 
conimittee  reported  such  abill  under  their  general  powers, 
it  is  possible  tiiey  might  have  been  informed  by  that  Sena- 
tor tnat  they  had  performed  a  service  not  required  by 
them.  The  power  to  report  such  a  bill  will,  I  premme, 
be  exercised  by  the  committee  as  soon  as  they  can  know 
that  such  exercise  of  power  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate. 

To  the  question  proposed — Would  the  Committee  on 


Manilftctures  not  report  a  bill  in  accordance  whh  the 
resolution'  Mr.  D.  exprened  his  opinion  as  one  of  the 
committee,  that  they  would  promptly  report  a  bill  for  re- 
pealing the  duties  on  unprotected  articles,  which  could 
not  be  considered  as  a  revenue  bill.  As  to  a  tariff  bill, 
which  is  justly  considered  a  revenue  bill,  he  felt,  some 
constitutional  difficulties,  and  doubted  whether  such  a  bill 
could  originate  in  the  Senate;  but  if  the  Senate  should 
be  of  opinion  that  such  a  bill  can  originate  here,  or  if  a 
majority  of  the  committee  shall  be  of  that  opinion,  he 
will,  with  great  cheerfulness,  perform  his  part  in  present- 
ing  a  bill  bo  modifying  the  tanff,  that  considerable  reduc- 
tion of  duties  may  take  place  without  impairing  the 
protection  now  afforded  to  the  most  important  manufac- 
tOresof  the  country. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  that,  if  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cut]  could  be 
•0  amended  as  to  change  its  affirmative  character  into  an 
instmction  of  mere  inquiry  on  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates,  he  should  make  no  objection  to  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  that  shape;  but,  as  the 

Sroposition  affirmed  a  principle  from  whicli  be  [Mr.  H.] 
issented,  he  could  give  no  vote  which  might,  in  the  re- 
motest degree,  imply  his  sanction  of  it.  It  had  been  said 
by  several  honorable  Senators,  that  to  reTer  this  resolution, 
with  the  several  amendments  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  would  leave  the 
whole  subject  open  to  the  committee,  in  the  same  extent 
as  if  it  was  sent  to  them  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry.  He 
thought  otherwise.  The  Senator  from  Rentucky  had,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  session,  offered  a  resolution  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  a  bill  on  cer- 
tain general  principles,  on  which  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  was  asked.  After  a  protracted  and  interesting  dis- 
cussion, a  vote  had  been  taken  on  striking  out  the  whole 
of  the  original  resolution,  and  inserting  an  amendment 
proposed  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina; 
ftnd,  on  a  division  of  the  question,  the  Senate  have  so- 
lemnly determined  to  retain  the  resolution  in  the  form  in 
which  it  WAS  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Does  not  this  decision  pledge  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
to  sustain  by  their  future  votes  any  biil  which  may  be  re- 
ported, carrying  out  the  broad  proposition  of  the  mover 
of  the  resolution,  which  we  are  called  on  to  refor  without 
any  modification  whatever?  The  committee,  in  the  per- 
formance of  its  dut^',  will  regaitl  this  reference  as  an 
expression  of  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  views  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  we  may  forthwith  expect  a 
repoi-t,  with  all  the  detoik  necessary  to  carry  thia  new 
system  into  effect. 

He  protested  against  any  such  modification  of  the  tariff 
of  1828as  tiutt  proposed,  leaving  all  its  offensive  features 
untouched,  and  rendering  it  even  more  odious  and  objec- 
tronable  to  the  great  body  of  the  American  people,  tnan 


it  would  be  without  any  attempt  to  change  the  system. 
He  had  listened  attentively  to  the  debate  which  hid  oc- 
cupied 80  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate*  on  abstract 
questions  of  political  economy;  he  considered  such  a  de- 
bate  wholly  unprofitable,  and  as  leading  to  no  practical 
result:  there  was  no  end  to  speculative  reasoning  and 
opinions  on  this  absorbing  subject;  and  until  some  dranite 
scheme  was  matured  and  submitted  to  the  Senate,  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  participate  in  the  discussion.  But  he 
could  not  vote  to  send  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  any  committeei  fortified  by  the  sanction 
which  it  had  recdred  by  a  refusal  to  strike  it  out,  and 
insert  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
unless  it  was  so  modified  as  to  show  on  its  face  that  nothing 
more  was  intended  than  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  subject  which  it  embraced.  He  felt  a  deep 
solicitude  that  alt  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  and  ereiy 
ground  of  discontent  among  the  people,  tmight  be  re- 
moved, by  a  reduction  of  duties  on  foreign  importations 
to  a  reasonable  standard  during  the  present  oeMon.  Vet 
us,  tud  be,  in  a  mutual  spirit  of  compromise  and  conces- 
sion, do  justice  to  all,  and  restore  tranquitli^  to  this  dis- 
tracted country;  but  certain  he  was  that  this  object,  so 
much  to  be  desired,  could  not  be  achieved  by  adcptins^ 
the  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  shouIfH 
therefore,  vote  against  the  proposed  reference  of  the  re- 
solution. Mr.  P.  afterwards  offered,  as  an  amendment, 
the  resolutions  which  he  had  li^  on  tiie  table  in  Decem- 
ber last;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FORSTTH  Mud  he  should  vote  for  the  motion. 
He  did  not  consider  it  as  committing  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  the  resolution,  but  rather  as  a  refusal  to  adopt  its 
principles.  When  the  committee  reported,  we  snoultl 
have  something  to  talk  about.  We  should  no  longer  be 
engaged  in  beating  the  air  with  our  swords — ^we  should  , 
have  something  to  fight  for  and  ogunst.  The  committee 
would,  probab5',  as  the  chairman  tells  us,  soon  report  a 
bill  repealing  the  duties  on  unprotected  articles,  and  retain- 
ing every  thingthat  was  odious  and  oppressive  in  the  present 
system.  Such  a  bill  he  did  not  beueve  would  pua  the 
Senate,  or  any  other  legislative  body  on  earth,  tor  it  was 
manifestly  unjust. 

Mr-  FOOT  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kiiro,^  call- 
ing in  question  the  deduon  of  the  Chair,  in  relation  to 
tliis  point.  From  the  long  experience  of  that  Senator  in 
this  body,  aa  well  as  in  other  deliberative  assemblies,  we 
should  suppose  he  must  be  pevfcctly  familiar  with  the  or- 
dinary course  of  proceedings  in  legislation!  Surely,  said 
Mr.  F.,  a  moment's  reflection  must  convince  the  Senator 
that  he  himself  has  fallen  into  an  error)  and  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  is  strikingly  in  accordance  with  porfia- 
mentary  usage.  Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator 
to  the  case  now  before  the  Senate.  The  resolution  offer- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  has  not 
been  decided.  A  motion  to  strike  out  the  body  of  flie  re- 
solution, and  insert  another  of  adlfferenf  import,  has  been 
negatived — by  which  the  proposed  amendment  failed.  But 
another  amendment  has  been  offered,  and  the  motion  now 
pending  is  to  refer  the  resolution  and  amendment  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures;  and  the  Senator  innsts  that 
the  committee  Will  be  bound  to  report  in  accordance  with 
the  ori^nal  reacrfution,  Tiewin|f  that  in  the  ligiit  of  poiitive 
instruction.  But,  sir,  the  amendment  offered  is  also  re- 
ferred. And  is  not  the  amendment  to  be  considered 
equally  as  a  part  of  the  instnictions? — one  proponng  one 
plan,  and  the  otiier  an  entirely  different  system.  I  would 
ask  the  Senator  which  proposition  is  to  guide  the  commit- 
tee. The  answer  is  easy.  They  are  bound  by  neither- 
The  two  propositions  are  before  them,  and  it  is  left  to  their 
discretion  which  to  propose.  Other  pbins  may  b«  propos- 
ed, so  as  to  give  the  committee  the  greatest  poa^le  Wt- 
tude  in  thw  inresligations. 
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But,  aaid  Mr.  F.,  I  have  been  bighly^  gntified  with  the 
pledge  giren  by  tiic  8rMtor  fron  Geof|^  [Mr.  Fomittk*} 
to  Tcrte  with  the  Mends  of  the  |»rotectire  poUcy,  ia  refer* 
nng  tbii  ■ub;[ect  to  the  appn^mte  Committee  on  Manuhc- 
tura-  1  rejmce  to  tec  'Some  prospect  of  an  amicable 
■ettlement  of  ttua  great  iubject,  which  bat  produced-  so 
much  excitement  in  the  Sou&em  section  of  the  Union, 
and  90  much  ardent  zeal  in  debate  on  the  resolutioni  and, 
with  the  propontion  cominfp  from  luch  a  quarter,  we  can- 
Mt  but  be  cheered  with  the  proapoot  of  a  speedjr  restoration 
of  kutd  fedingi,  and  a  compromue  on  this  exciting'  subject 
whidt  nrast  be  highly  gratifying  to  all  psrtiefl,  and  h^hly 
important  to  the  Union — ana-wc  shall  most  cordially  unito 
our  TOtes  witlt  hia  in  &vor  of  the  proposed  reference. 

Mr.  liAYMf^  BMd,  that  wbaterer  difference  of  opinion 
might  exist  as  to  the  grncMil  effect  of  the  mere  reference 
of  a  resolution  to  a  comBittee,  it  aj^ear*  to  me  that  no 
two  minds  can  be  broi^bt  to  (Uffernit  concluuons  u  to 
the  effect  of  referring:  tbis  pafticukr  reaohition  to  the 
Comnuttee  on  Manu&ctwresu  I'he  pmnt  in  dispute  be- 
tireen  the firiends  and  opponenuof  the  protecting' system, 
is,  whetlicfy  in  the  proposed  modificatiun  of  the  tanff,  we 
ihall  separate  the  unprotected  from  the  protected  arti- 
dest  aod,  proceeding  forthwith  toabolidi  the  duties  on  the 
firroer,  leare  the  latter  untouched.  The  resalution  the 
Senatcv  from  Kentucky,  [Hr.  Cut,]  now  under  oonai- 
demtion,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senativ  from  Penn- 
sflruiia,  [Kir.  Wikkihs,]  enibraces  those  articles  only 
"  vhtch  do  not  come  into  competition  with  similar  arti- 
cles made  or  produced  within  the  United  Sutca."  The 
rejection  of  my  motion  to  strike  out  tiiis  resolution  for  the 
purpose  of  ii»erting  an  amendment,  looking  to  a  general 
reduction  on  all  articles,  protected  as  well  as  unprotected, 
has  left  before  us  the  naked  proposition  of  so  modifying 
the  tariff  as  to  uke  off  the  duties  entirely  from  the  un- 
protected articlea,  leaving  dl  of  tiioee  which  affect  the 
protected  artielest  in  plain  tenu^  to  nisjntun  the  prott^ 
ing  ij-item  in  its  most  odious  fontt,  and  its  mostopprea^ve 
cwracter.  And  this  is  tiie  proposition  which  it  is  now 
moved  to  refer  to  tiie  Committee  on  Hanu&ctures — a  com- 
mittee known  to  be  favoraUe  to  such  an  arrangement  of 
the  tariff  as  is  proposed  in  this  resolution — a  committee, 
(rf*  which  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Uicubsoh] 
is  cbumtan,  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut] 
a  nember— A  committee,  ibur  membeni  xX.  which  out  of 
five  are  known  to  be  devoted  advocates  of  tiie  American 
qritem.  What,  I  would'aak,  can*  be  the  effect  of  such 
a  reference,  but  to  put  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  iitto  the  form  of  a  bill,  and  to  have 
it  in  the  course  oi  a  very  few  days  brought  up  to  be 
passed  into  a  law  ?  It  ia  vun  for  gentlemen  to  tell  ua  that 
the  committee  may,  if  they  please,  extend  the'  reduction 
to  other  articles  than  those  embraced  in  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to  tbem.  No  one  am  suppose,  fat  a  moment^  that 
they  will  do  soi  and  when  the  Senate,  after  due  delU>era- 
tion  on  the  subject,  detemines  to  submit  to  them  the  «n- 
gle  prc^oution  to  reduce  or  diolish  the  duties  on  wines, 
silks,  velvets,  spices,  and  other  articles  of  luxury,  h  is 
hardly  to  be  imagined  that  such  a  committee  will  go  out 
of  tlieir  way  to  take  up  anotiier  and  distinct  preposition — 
the  reduction  of  the  duties  upon  the  necessartes  of  life, 
such  as  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron,  not  referred  to  them. 

I  will  coofesB,  Ur.  Prendent,  that  wboi  I  witnes  the 
course  pursued  \n  some  gentiemen,  1  oao  no  longer  in- 
dulge any  liope  of  a  satismetoty  a^ustment  of  the  tariff. 
When  we  see  Southern  men  sop  porting  such  «  prop<»tion 
as  this,  it  ia  enough  to  mkke  ua  utterly  despur  of  the  cause. 
Well,  sir,  oiay  tlie  Senator  from  Connecbcut  [Mr.  Foot] 
congratulate  himself  aod  his  friends  at  an  event  so  auspi- 
dous  to  their  hopes.  No  one,  1  should  think,  could  tail 
to  perceive,  that  in  these  disastrous  times,  when  we  are 
stmgglinKaide  by  side,  in  a  eommon  cause,  fiarso  great  a 
stike,  ana  apinstsodi  fisarfhlodds,  our  <»\y  hope  ttf suc- 


cess must  depend  on  our  presenting  an  unbroken  front  to 
our  opponents.  It  has,  tiierefore,  been  with  regret,  greattf 
thaii  I  can  express,  that  I  have  seen  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Pobsttb,]  in  the  progress  of  thia  contro- 
versy, falhng  into  the  vieWs  of  our  opponents.  Sir,  win 
not  the  gentleman  be  admonished  of  his  error,  when  he 
finds  himself,  as  on  this  occasion,  advocating  the  course 
which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  the  whole  tariff 
party  on  this  floor,  are  so  ready  to  support  ?  I  cannot  refrain 
from  sayii^,  tiiat  setting  out,  as  the  gentleman  from  Geor> 
gia  (Ud,  with  the  declaration,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
debate,  of  his  determination  **to  die  in  the  last  ditch,**  I 
was  not  prepared  for  finding  him  (as  on  a  tate  occasion)  in 
the  very  midst  of  the  conflict — turning  his  fire  from  the 
common  enemy,  to  direct  it  against  his  own  friends.  The 
gentleman  on  that  occasion  told  us  that  we  liad  no  right 
to  expect  that  my  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  could  possibly  prevail— that  the 
amendment  and  the  resolntton  were  the  two  extreme^  and 
we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  on  some  middle  ground,  and 
wait  to  a  future  period  for  a  more  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  the  tariff.  And  yet  it  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
Senate,  that  when  my  proposition  was  originally  submit 
ted,  that  gentleman  rose  in  his  J>l8ce,  ana  declared  that 
"  it  yielded  all  that  any  tariff  man  could  dare  to  ask-" 
Yes,  sir,  the  very  proposition  which' the  gentleman  now 
denounces  as  an  extreme  measure,  which  we  cannot  hope 
reasonably  to  accomplish,  he  then  declared  granted  all 
that  our  opponents  could  dare  to  ask.  [Mr.  FORSYTH 
here  rose  to  ex^lun,  and  said  that  Mr.  Hatni  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  he  had  denounced  his  unendment 
as  an  extreme  measure;  he  had  intended  to  apply  that  de- 
signation only  to  Mr.  Clat's  resoluAon.  He  had  swd,  and 
he  still  thought,  that  the  amendment  conceded  as  much  aa 
the  opponents  vX  the  tariff  could  with  reason  or  justice 
require.  Bat  who,  eaid  Mr.  F.,  can  expect  justice  here, 
at  this  time,  and  under  existiT^  circtnnstances'  iMd  the 
getitlemanfrom  South  Carolinaexnect  justice?  He  him- 
setf  certainly  did  no^  tliough  tie  hoped  that  at  some  fii- 
ture  period  justice  might  be  obtained.] 

Mr.  HAYNE  resumed.  I  am  rejoiced,  air,  to  hear  that 
it  ia  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  alone 
which  the  Senator  from  Gcor^a  considers  as  *■  an  ex- 
treme measurei"  and  yet  tiiis  is  the  very  resfdalbn  of 
which  he  is  willing  to  make  a  disposition,  that  amounts 
substantially  to  the  adoption  of  the  principle  on  which  it 
is  founded---«  recognition  of  the  discrimination  between 
the  protected  and  unprotected  articles,  by  acting  separate- 
ly upon  the  latter — a  discrimination  which  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  (if  it  shall  receive  the  final  sanction  of 
Congress,  in  the  manner  proposed)  will  rivet  the  Ameri- 
can system  uifftn  this  country  forever,  without  leaving  us 
tlie  smallest  hope  of  relief  hereafter.  For  no  one  can  be 
BO  dull  as  not  plainly  to  perceive  that  if  this  great  criris  in 
our  national  affairs,  arising  from  the  extinction  of  the 
public  debt,  is  suffered  to  pass  away  without  a  reduction 
of  the  duties  to  the  juat  revenue  standard,  no  season  lialf 
BO  fiivorable  to  such  a  reduction  will  ever  ag^n  occur.  A 
quiet  acquiescence  in  the  system  now,  must  amount  to 
Bubndision  to  it  forever- 
Sir,  I  aih  pained  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  seem  but  imperfectly  to  un- 
derstand, and  not  at  all  appreciate,  our  tentiments  on  tiua 
subject.  My  amentoent  has  been  treated  as  if  it  were 
some  extravagant  ultra  anti-tariff  measure,  wtucfa  hardly 
the  Southern  people  themselves  could  desire  or  expect  to 
succeed.  Now,  tiiis  is  so  far  from  being  true,  that  the 
proposition  in  question  was  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, and  carried  concession  to  the  utmost  posuble 
extent;  and  I  must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  when  gen- 
tlemen say  that  no  compromise  of  such  a  character  will 
be  Ustened  to  by  them,  they,  in  effect,  make  known  thdr 
dctemiination  to  reitst  emy  just  w  reiwmahle  modiflca* 
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turn  of  the  tarifF.  What,  air,  wms  my  ptopodtion?  WhjTi 
that  the  duties  should  be  brought  down  to  the  juiit  revenue 
ttandard;  in  other  words,  that  when,  by  the  payment  of 
the  piibUc  debt,  the  money  should  no  lon^r  be  wanted, 
it  shoold  no  longer  be  raised — for,  if  raised  under  such 
circumstances,  it  must  nther  be  squandered  on  uunecessa- 
ry  objects,  or  be  distributed  among-  the  States;  to  neither 
of  whidi  could  the  South  ev«r  be  brought  to  give  its  con- 
tent 1  lUd  not  propose  that  the  tariff  ^ouM  be  repealed, 
uid  tlw  rerenue  he  supplied  in  some  other  vay,  leai  bur- 
densome to  the  agricultural  States.  1  did  not  propose  to 
deprive  manufactures  of  the  protection  incidental  to  a  just 
revenue  systemi  nor  did  I  insist  that  the  reduction  to  the 
permanent  revenue  standard  should  be  made  suddenly  or 
rashly.  On  the  contrary,  I  adopted  the  prineiple  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Free  Trade  Convention  «  Philadelphia, 
who  declared  their  wiliingncst  to  acquieace  in  such  a  re- 
duction of  the  tariff  *'  as  shall  be  prosoective  in  ita  ope- 
ration, thereby  avoiding  any  sudden  revulsion  that  might 
operate  with  undue  severity  on  the  manufacturing  interest, 
but  leading  to  tbe  desired  reMilt  with  tlie  least  possible  in- 
jury to  the  interests  which  bare  grown  up  under  the  sys- 
tem  of  protective  duties." 

Thus,  nr,  it  will  be  seen  that  my  proposition  required 
no  surrender  of  fixed  <^inion»--4io  abandoninent  or  prin- 
ciple on  eiUier  aide.  It  was  intended  to  steer  entirely 
dear  of  the  constitutional  question,  and  proposed  an 
amendment,  which,  in  effect,  would  afford  all  tlie  protec- 
tion tu  manufactures  that  could  be  necessary  ,to  sustain 
tbem,  without  imposing  a  permanent  and  enormpus  tax 
upon  the  countiv.  It  is  true  that  we  have  proposed  that 
tli»  protection  snould  be  incidental  merely  to  a  jtut  reve- 
nue system]  but  I  wiUj^k  whether  gentlemen  arc  unal- 
tembly  detmuned  to  be  si^aficd  with  nothing  less  tlurn 
a  distinct,  avowed,  substantive  protection,  and  that,  too,  to 
arranged  as  to  throw  upon  tlie  foreign  artidea  which  en- 
ter into  competition  with  domestic  manufiictures,  (the  very 
articles  received  in  exchange  for  Southern  productions,) 
the  whole  burden  of  the  Government.  Sir,  I  repeat  that 
against  such  a  scheme  I  must  continue  to  enter,  in  behalf 
of  tlioce  whom  1  represent,  our  most  decided  protest 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seem  to  think  that  any  con- 
cesnun,  however  triflii^  in  amount  or  unimportant  in 
principle,  will  be  satisfiictOTy  to  us.  Take,  for  example, 
tbe  amendment  now  proposed  by  the  gentleman  frum 
Pennsylvania,  ^Mr.  Wilkihs,]  whidl  he  introduced  with 
a^declaration  ot  his  determination  to  go  as  far  as  posaiblc 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  South.  Wliat  is  that  amend- 
ment? It  is  in  principle,  as  I  understand  it,  identically 
the  same  as  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky— to  take  off  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles 
—the  -artidea  of  luniiy— leaving  them,  as  to  other  arti- 
cles, untouched.  It  is  true  the  gentleman  has  given  no- 
tice of  his  intention  to  offer  two  resolutions  calling  upon 
the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  for  infomur 
tion,  on  which  he  intimates  a  dewgn,  at  some  more  conve- 
nient season,  to  propose  a  change  in  the  mode  of  coUect- 
iag  duties,  by  substituting  valuations  in  this  country,  and 
csM  duties,  in  the  place  of  the  existing  systemt  and  the 
gentleman  seems  to  think  that  on  adc^ting  these  regula- 
tions some  eqttivalent  reductipn  in  the  amount  of  the  du- 
ties may  be  consented  to  Inr  the  ttfiff  (MTty.  But,  ar, 
vhfA,  1  would uk,  should  we  gain  by  this  scheme?  If, 
for  instance,  the  abolition  of  the  credit  system  sliould  be 
equal  to  an  addition  often  per  cent,  to  the  present  duties, 
and  the  valuation  in  this  country  to  ten  more,  what  should 
we  gain  by  a  nomlnsJ  reduction  of  dutie^equal  to  twen^ 
per  cent,  f  Such  an  arrangement  would  obviously  leave 
things  just  as  they  are.  It  is  susceptible  of  demoiuitration 
that  the  effect'  of  changing  the  duties  on  the  estimated 
value  (tf  tbe  goods  in  this  country^  instead  ot  the  value  tm 
Europe,  would  require  a  reduction  of  duties  to  the  amount 
probably  of  fifteen  percent,  to  leave  the  amount  the 


as  at  present.  Wodlens,  which  cost  in  bigland  one  hun- 
dred dolbo^  and  which  are  subject  to  a  doty  of  fifty  per 
cent.,  now  pay  fifty  dolbn  in  duties;  the  same  wooUene 
would,  probably,  be  valued  in  New  York  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  and  if  the  duties  were  reduced  to  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  they  would  still  pey  fif^-two  dollara  in  du- 
ties,  sothatareduetionof^iedutytDthir^^ve  pcrcenL 
would  leaire  the  dutiet  even  greater  tlian  Uicy  are  at  pre- 
sent I  do  not  bdieve  that  I  should  object  to  a  reductim 
of  the  credits,  nor  the  gradual  introduction  of  a  system  of 
cash  duties,  nor  evm  tg  valuatioBs,  in  this  contitr)',  (i^  in 
the  opinion  of  mercantile  men,  these  alterations  in  the  re- 
venue system  could  be  made  witiiout  injury  to  tbe  com- 
merce of  the  oouDtiy,)  provided  such  valuations  sboukl 
be  acoompanied  by  a  ctHresponding  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  duties.  But  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  South 
would  reeave  such  an  arrangement,  embracing  merely  » 
nonunal  reduction  oi  dutie%  as  a  compliance  with  dieir 
wishes,  is  to  rate  their  intelligence  very  low  indeed.  "So, 
sir,  let  gentlemen,  in  the  first  instance,  bring  down  the 
duties  to  the  true  revenue  standard,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting custom-bouse  rcgulationai  and  then,  if  they  please,  to 
make  further  alterations,  by  introducing  changes  in  the 
modes  of  valuation  or  collection,  let  them  give  us  fiur 
equivalents  thnvibr,  and  I  presume  we  dnll  not  object 
Let  not  gentlemen  delude  themsdvei^  howererr  into  th* 
behef  that'the  South  will  ever  be  satisfied  witii  any  thing- 
short  of  a  substantial  relief  flrom  tiie  oppresmon  of  tlus  sys- 
tem- They  understand  ita  operation  too  well,  they  <eel 
it  too  severely,  to  be  deceived  by  any  medication,  how- 
ever ingentously  contrived,  which  stops  short  of  a  mate- 
rial reduction  of  dutietf,  both  on  the  protected  and  unpro- 
tected articles.  They  ask  no  more  than  justice,  and  will 
be  satisfied  with  nothmgkas.  Sir,  let  me,  in  conchiMna 
solemnly  assure  all  who  now  bear  me,  that  it  Is  *  wish 
nearer  than  alt  others  to  oor  hearts,  to  have  this  pamful» 
Uiis  most  distracting  subject  finally  and  amicably  adjust- 
ed on  just  and  Ubend  pnndplesi  but  next  to  such  an  ad- 
justment, we  would  d^re  not  to  be  miakd  by  deluttve 
arrangements,  which  may  hold  out  the  show  of  relief^ 
while,  in  truth,  they  afford  none.  Above  all  tilings^  we 
desire  justice^  but,  if  this  cannot  be  obtuned,  our  next  de- 
sire is  that  you  will  let  us  know  our  frte. 

After  some  remarks  IVom  Mcasn.  POINDGXTBR  and 
WEBSTER,  the  former  opposed  to,  and  the  latter  in  fin 
vor  of,  the  reference, 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  tbe  subject  be  laid  on  the  (able. 
He  would,  to4aorrow,  submit  a  propontion  for  rcfctrinp 
the  resolution,  together  with  the  amendment  offered  by 
tbe  Senator  fiwm  South  CaroUna,  and  the  amewtocnta 
since  offered. 

Mr.  K.  mtiidrefw  hia  motion,  itthe  mmest  of  Mr.  FOK- 

SYTH. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  'nn^cated  his  coarse  on  the  mbject, 
from  the  charge  of  inconsistency,  adduced  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  He  bad  not  pronounced  the  gen- 
tleman's scheme  unreasonable,  nor  as  leading  to  a  dai^^^ 
ous  and  impolitic  extreme.  He  bad  onlf  referred  to  it  as 
preaentii^  the  views  of  the  ultra  anti-protective  par^, 
while  tbe  proposition  <if  the  Senator  Ikhd  Kentucky  em- 
braoed  tbe  policy  of  Oe  uta«  pntcetive  par^.  In  de- 
claring, at  uic  commenoemciit  of  the  diseuishm,  tiiat  be 
-wooM  "  die  in  tiie  bat  ditch,"  he  ifid  not  mean  to  make 
a  decluation  of  war  against  the  Government  He  woutd. 
indeed,  oppose  the  protective  system  by  all  fiur,  legal, 
and  constitutional  means.  He  would  go  that  br,  but  not 
one  step  farther.  Should  tbe  makmty  overrule  us — 
should  the  sybtem  be  continued — he  would  not,  on  that 
account,  sanction  any  course  of  opporition  that  would  en- 
dai^^er  the  Union,  or  be  oontrary  to  the  sfnrit  «f  the  con- 
Btitutton.  God  Ibtfaid  that,  on  account  of  any  etro- 
ncous  kgisMion,  he  shoaldbe-betnnped  Into  mcaiures  that 
would  tei|d  to  Hbe  dcstruotion      tbe  eonsfitution.  H« 
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would  cODtinpe  to  urge  upon  Conjfren,  in  ivery  proper 
Mid  constitutional  form,  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  an 
abandoninent  of  a  policy  which,  to  a  portion  of  the  Union, 
kedioitsandoppreflsiTc;  and  he  woiild  rely  upon  the  in* 
tetligcnee  of  the  people,  and  upon  their  sense  of  justice, 
fbr  an  ultimate  adjustment  of  the  tariff*,  upon  ftir,  eqnal, 
and  constitHtSonal  principles.  Hr.  F.  admitted  that  he  did 
not,  at  present,  expect  niU  justice  from  the  majorityt  but 
did  tfte  Senator  from  South  Cartdina  himself  expect  it^  It 
was  for  that  reason  he  was  willing-  to  rote  for  the  refer- 
ence, as  the  best  course  to  be  adopted,  under  the  ctrcum- 1 
atauces  of  tiie  case. 

After  a  few  obierrationa  from  Mr.  CLAY,  who  con- 
tended that  the  adoption  of  the  motion  would  not  commit 
Ae  Senate,  Mr.  RING  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  re- 
tdutiim  on  the  table;  wMch  ntotion  was  lost  by  the  fbUow- 
mg  vote; 

TEAS  .—Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hayn^-Bill,  Kin^,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindester, 
Smith,  l^ewHt,  Troup,  lyier,  White.— 17. 

XATS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckiier,  Chy,  Clayton, 
Dallu,  ]>icker9on,  Dudley,  F.wing,  Foo^  Frelm^oysen, 
Rendriclc^  Holmea,  Jtfhnston,  Kane,  Kmght,  Marcy,.  Pren- 
tiss, Robbitui,  Robinson,  Rugglea,  Seymour, -Silri>ee, 
Spra^e,  Tipton,  TomGnson,  Waggamain,  Webster,  Wil- 
kins.— 29. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by  also 
instructing  the  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
fbHowing  prc^orition  submitted  by  Mr.  Ham,  and  reject- 
ed some  days  wnee; 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  *'  countries,"  and  insert — 
**Be  So  reduced,  that  the  amount  of  Uie  public  revenue 
shall  be  suffi  crent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government, 
according  to  their  present  Bcale,  after  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt:  and  that,  allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
gradual  redaction  of  the  present  higli  duties  on  the  arti- 
cles coming-  into  competition  with  similar  articles  made  or 
produced  m  the  United  States  the  duties  be  ultimately 
equalized,  so  that  the  duties  on  no  articles  shall,  as  com- 
pared with  the  Talue  of  that  article,  vary  materially  from 
the  genera]  average." 

Mr,  HENDRICKS  having  accepted  the  motion  asamo- 
dification  of  the  one  made  by  him, 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  also  moved  that  the  committee  be 
further  instructed  to  take  into  consideration  the  following 
resolutions,  submitted  by  him  on  the  S2d  December  last: 
Hemthed,  That  the  Committee  on  Unanee  be  instructed 
M  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  a  rate  of  duties  on 
foreign  imports,  not  to  exceed,  on  any  article  imported 
into  tne  United  States,  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem, and  not  to  reduce  the  duty  on  any  article  so  import- 
ed, below  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  and  to  arrange  such 
duties,  having  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, so  as  to  produce  a  nettrerenue  of  notless  than  fifteen 
millians  of  dollars  annually. 

Rewhed,  That  the  said  committee  be  fiirther  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  effect  and  opera- 
tion to  said  system  of  duties  on  the  30tfi  dav  of  June  next. 

Mr.  BIBB  movedthatthecommitteebeiurtherinstnict- 
ed  to  take  hito  consideration  th^  propriety  of  reducing  the 
price  of  the  public  lands;  to  which  motion  Mr.  ROBINSON 
added  further  to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  transferring  them  to  tiie  States  in  which 
they  lie,  on  reasonable  terms. 

The  several  propomtions  were  accepted  by  Mr.  Hxs- 
DsicKs  as  modincationa  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rose,  and  said,  that,  after  reflecting  on 
what  had  just  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  an  observation  had  fallen  from  that 
gentleman,  stisceptible  of  misconception,  and,  therefore, 
requiring  explanation.  That  gentleman,  iii  the  course  of 
his  observations,  had  aald  that,  *■  tiimigh  he  was  as  strong- 
ly opposed  as  any  one  could  be  to  the  whole  protecting 
Vot.  YI1I..~40 


system,  yet  he  was  not  disposed  to  resort  to  any  illegal  or 
unconstitutional  measures  to  put  it  down — nor  would  he 
adopt  a  course  opposed  to  the  constitution  of  the  Union.*' 
Now,  sir,  I  denre  to  know  from  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
whether,  in  using  these  efxpresMOna,  he  intended  to  impute 
to  me,  or  my  friends  any  hostility  to  the  constitution  or 
the  Union. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  replied  that  he  had  intended  no  impu- 
tation upon  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  or  his  po- 
litical friends.  He  had  reference  merely  to  a  certain  doc- 
trine which  had  been  propagated  at  the  South,  which  he 
believed  to  be  uneonstitubonal,  and  the  tendency  of  which 
he  considered  as  un&vorable  to  the  penwiency  of  tiie 
Union. 

Mr.  HATNB  then  said  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the' 
explanation.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  certainly 
at  liberty  to  entertam  his  own  opinions  as  to  the  tendency 
of  any  doctrines  promulgated  here  or  elsewhere.  I  will 
take  this  session,  however,  to  say  that  there  are  no  per- 
sons in  "this  country — come  from  which  quarter  they  may 
— more  sincerely  attached  to  the  Union,  or  more  devoted 
to  the  constitution,  according  to  its  true  spirit  and  mean* 
ing,  than  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on 
this  floor;  none  more  inflexibly  determined  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  one,  or  the  rights  secured  by  the  other, 
though  they  may  differ  very  widely  from  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  as  to  the  means  by  which  tbeae  objects  are 
to  be  accomplished. , 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  secondthemotionof  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  bat  on  his  right,  [Mr.  Bibb,]  and  to 
thank  him  also  for  having  made  it.  It  was  cheering  (o 
hear  a  voice  from  Kentucky,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the 
West,  in  favor  cf  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
That  question  had  occupied  the  younger  States  of  the 
West  for  many  years,  and  at  this  time  engrossed  and  ab- 
sorbed their  feelings.  A  fiiture  plan  of  revenue  was  now 
to  be  settled;  and,  in  the  ^ttlement  of  that  plan,  a  prelimi- 
nary question,  as  to  the  dispomtioh  of  the  public  lands, 
forced  itself  upon  the  mind  of  every  statesman,  and  everj- 
citizen  of  the  West.  The  Committee  on  Manufactures — 
he  did  not  say  with  how  much  propriety — had  become  in- 
vested with  the  fiscal  concerns  or  the  Union  i  with  the 
whole  business  of  settling  the  fiiture  plan  of  revenue!  It 
,  had  collected  into  iu  hands  all  the  objects  of  revenue,  ex- 
cept the  public  lands;  and  he  [Mr.  B.]  must  insist,  bo  far_ 
as  his  v(Mce  could  insist,  upon  their  considering  that  object' 
also.  The  question  for  that  eorotmttee  to  decide  was  this: 
upon  what  articles  shall  duties  be  reduced  or  aboIiAe<l* 
Surely  the  public  lands,  which  now  produce  three  nul- 
lions  of  dollars,  and  a  few  years  hence  will  produce  five 
millions,  are  rather  too  large  an  object  to  be  skipt,  or  over- 
looked, or  passed  by  without  observation,  in  answering 
that  question.  He  was  rejmced  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  on  his  right,  [Mr.  Bias,]  had  brought  it  fl)r- 
ward;  heartily  glad  that  he  had  moved  its  reference  tothe 
committee  iraich  now  had  the  system  of  future  revenue 
in  its  hands,  and  he  would  cordially  vote  for  sendii^  the 
inquiry  to  that  committee  for  its  cor^deration  and  report. 

Mr.  BOCKNER  also  made  some  remarks  in  oppostion 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  KANE  said  that  he  should  be  excused  by  the  Senate' 
for  rinng  at  ao  late  an  hour,  when  the  fact  was  stated  that 
the  people  he  represented  were  inconmarablymore  inte< 
rested  in  a  chan|^  of  the  land  system  oftbe  United  States 
than  in  any  conceivable  adjustment  of  the  tariff..  As 
strange  as  it  migtit  appear,  there  was  now  a  necesn^, 
founded  upon  the  principle  of  a  uniform  dispensation  of 
justice  to  aJl  parts  of  the  country,  for  referringthe  import- 
ant subject  of  the  public  lands  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. That  committee  h»l  in  charge  not  only  the 
protection  of  American  mann&ctarea,  but  that  of  tlie  reve- 
nue and  finances  of  the  States.  Every  gentleman,  who, 
in  the  eoune  of  the  debate  whieb  had  occapi«d  so  itaeli 
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time,  had  «pukcn  of  the  repeal  or  diniiimtion  of  the  dutivt       in  ikvor  of  the  new  States  he.  for  oiir,  wwlted  to  kiuiv 


npon  impiMis,  sml  of  the  Mivmiit  nt-ceokry  to  be  retaiited 
for  the  piirpoiH  of  Govmimrnt,  luiil  procced(.-<l  upon  tite 
i(le«  tJuit  the  recriptit  Froni  Und  Ktltrs  were  t>i  remain  u 
tliey  were.  Thatthe  •iimofthreemilloni»mniiuiill)  accru- 
in^  froiii  tliat  uHirce.  wu  to  be  set  down  u  a  matter  of  course 
to  the  account  of  ivrenue  t  and,  whether  gentlemen  liad  act' 
tied  «town  uponeiyhtrcn,  ftftecn,  thirteen,  or  twelve  mil* 
l.ogi|  u  the  proper  mm  fiir  GorernEnent  purpmea*  no  one 
had  hinted  it  diminution,  either  in  the  pr-ee  of  Unas  in 
tJie  amount  to  be  derived  from  their  sale.  Agajnit  all  cal- 
culatiaiii,  baaed  npon  tlie  expectation  that  every  thing  waa 
to  be  d  miniiheil,  except  tlie  price  of  public  UumI,  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  prutertt  and  he  waa,  therefore,  in  favor 
of  refrrring  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Munufitcturea, 
tliat  ibey  might  coii:dder  whether  tliis  MXirce  of  revenue 
alone  WHS  to  renuuit  untuuclied.  It  was  not  pouible  fur 
that  comm:ttoe  to  atyiut  the  revenue  to  any  g-veu  nm, 
witlmut  taking  tbe  lands  into  comideration;  ami  tie  wished 
h  to  be  uitdrratoocl  that  it  waa  not  a  eonctdefl  point,  that 
this  important  branch  of  it  was  tu  remain  as  it  u-as.  It  was 
not  proper  to refertlie  whole  fiiunces  uftlie  nalion  to  any 
committee,  witbhtrfding  from  it,  at  the  aitme  tme,  the  riglit 
to  look  into  all  iu  paits.  And,  *om\  Mr.  K.,  I  repeitt,  that 
I  am  opposed  totally  to  any  refen.'nce,  if  it  is  to  be  nmler- 
atitod  tliat  the  Committee  oi\  Uaimfactiirea  are  hound  to 
calculate  npon  thccoiittmted  receipt  uf  three  nHlGooafroni 
the  new  States,  from  bund  sales  alone.  It  Iwd  been  said 
that  this  motion  was  out  of  placet  that  the  Comtaittee  on 
Public  LaiKlsshuiikl  connder  ttie  proposition.  This  waa 
undoubtedly  the  bett*.r  emirae,  and  woulfl  have  been  pur- 
sued, had  not  the  duties  of  the  Finance  Committee  been 
eoitft-rfcd  upon  that  of  Manufactures.  But  tliis  direction 
of  tlic  subject  was  now  umivoidable,  unless  we  were  pre- 
|Mred  to  i«y  that  the  permanent  revenue  of  tbe  country 
ihtMtId  be  fixed  tipoB  a  ban*  iigiirious,  itia  pecuUar  degree, 
to  ttte  new  Slates.  Suppose  the  i^ntlemaik  tram,  Kenttu;- 
ky  [Mr.  Bibb]  should  w.tbilntw  his  moti<ni,  ami  the  com- 
mittee go  on  ie|>ealing  dutit-s  ii|K>n  imposts  until  the  revi- 
nue  sliall  be  reduced  tu  the  actual  wants  of  tne  UovemmenH 
and  tlieii,  after  the  report  shall  be  sanctoned  by  law,  tlie 
Con>mittee  on  Public  LMiida  report  a  bill  i  educing  the  pr  ce 
oflandu,  or  auUiorisiii^atranafirr  of  tbem  to  the  -tatesin 
which  tliey  tie,  tipon  ju>t  terms — chits  not  every  man  see 
uid  know  titat  tbe  bill  must  fail?  That  wr  alutll  then  be 
ti4d  tliat  the  Government  eannot  be  currietl  on  Without  the 
mmiey  to  be  denvetl  from  land  aales,  that  the  eat-nmlcs 
have  been  made  uikIct  tlie  present  system  of  Miles,  ai.d 
tliat  there  is  no  safety  in  change'  Tint*  will  be  so,  iinlcas, 
indeed,  We  can  suppose  tint  otiwr  portioiiii  of  tbe  Uniteit 
StatkS  will  cous«ut  to  be  buixleLeil  with  some  new  aiKl 
heavy  tax,  in  nnler  t»  relieve  tlie  }  oiingi  r  SUtes.  In  every 
piHiit  of  T.e  V,  Ml*'  K.  contended  for  tlie  ab»olute  necesa.ty 
of  austaining  tile  moton. 

Mr.  HEN  UUICKS  i«  d  tliat he  RCrepte«l  the  propoi'tion 
oftlieSk-nator  from  Kentucky  ^Mr.BiDa,]  wiih  thetimeiKl- 
mrnttoitproifOfedbytlieSeiiiitorfi'onilll.iiois,  [Hr.KoiiH- 
aoK,]  ai  a  ntotLfiaitonufh.ii  niot.un  to  lefei  t  and  hove\er 
iitci>ii);niou8  it  tnigtit,  at  first  thought,  a|i|»ear  to  refer  any 
tiling  coiiiiecte<l  w>ili  the  public  lands  to  the  Comniilt^'e 
on  Manufiicturea,  yvt  he  bri  eved  >t  to  be  a  %eiy  pr(i|>ei 
d  spOMtion  of  llie  matter  The  resolution  propose  d  to  be 
refen  etl,  was  the  cummentemeiit  of  a  K-rieH,  by  which  tlie 
le^eiinea  Were  to  be  rtduced  to  the  wants  uf  lae  (Govern- 
ment after  the  paymi-ni  of  the  pub)  cdebt.  llwas  adtii.t> 
ted  tliat  this  was  to  afiVct  more  ur  lesn  all  the  gi  eatintereHts 
of  tlic  CfHintry ,  and  tllut  all  tlieae  intei-esta  m  ght  be  niodf 
^dsoas  tObMre,  in  a  greater  ur  leas  degree,  iIk*  ben*  fits 
of  thuredtictton.  If  the  agricultural  intervats  of  tlie  new 
States  are  to  be  benefited,  let  us  know  iti  and  if  not,  let 
us  know  it.  1^  while  you  hare  millions  to  scatter  to  the 
ftir  wiiaK  ■Mttfy  Aw  ^  pvrpoie  of  gettinf  clear  of 
itkir«lM«v  poitloiiofthatcMtt  ncmtoBUrc 


it.  He  liad  rc&^ntly  recsiml  inatructitNis  on  tlua  ■object^ 
from  the  Legiidature  of  the  State  which  he  had  the  htmor 
ill  pan  to  represi-nt,  in  the  fbnn  of  a  memorial,  whichhad 
been  presented  tu  the  Senate,  and  it  was  Iwa  duty  to  preaa 
the  subject.  He  wished  to  see  these  great  intereutspfngTesa* 
ing/wri  passu  in  the  ■oeiiatc,  and  hoped  that  the  propoai-. 
tiouim  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  mi  ght  also  be  refcired. 

Mr.  WHITE  aa^  aa  tlic  Senators  are  odleil  upon  to 
record  their  tutea  upon  the  proposition  of  tit*  Sciiiitar 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Biaa,]  I  must  be  induced,  late  ae  it 
ill,  fora  few  minuiea^  to  enable  me  to  state  aonM:  reaaam^ 
in  additimi  to  tlioae  as^gned  by  other  gentlemei^  tat  tite 
opinion  I  entertain  upon  this  subject.  Thesimple  propo> 
B  tion  is,  thut  the  Cumnaltee  on  Maiiubcturea  inquire  into 
the  exped-ency  uf  reducing  the  pnce  of  tlie  public  land^ 
and  of  dispos-iig  of  them,  upon  reasonable  tenn%  to  the 
States  ill  which  they  re»p«ctivcly  lie. 

Others,  in  fiivor «  this  propoution,  have  tiuisted  that,  m 
this  committee  have  already  been  invesited  with  all  the 
other  powers  which  appropriately  belong  to  the  ConMnit" 
tee  on  Finance,  they  ought  alsu  to  be  clothed  wiUi  tlii^ 
as  the  public  Unds,  anmudly,  yield  to  tbe  treasury  a  con- 
sidcrKble  sum  of  money.  Suppose  them  tu  be  mittaken  in 
the  effect  uf  this  argument,  I  contend  they  are  still  right 
in  tlie  reference  tliey  wisli.  The  appropriate  duty  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Ikumftctureaia  loaee  that  suitable  and  ade- 
quate protectinn  iaaffbrdedto  wbatls called,  by  ita friend^ 
the  American  qrstem,  or  American  industry.  We  canaot 
furget,  that  a  few  years  ago  one  of  our  public .  ftinetion>i- 
ries^  in  making  hia  report  to  Conffresa,  made  tliia  wy 
matter,  the  price  ^iftiie  public  lands,  an  -essential  ingre* 
dient  in  this  American  ^stem»  and  btoached  the  dvctrine 
tliat  tbe  large  quantities  put  in  the  marketp  and  low  prieeo 
for  tiiem,  were  injuriuua  to  dimwstic  tnanufitcturvSk  and 
uiirvasunahty  bvoredthe  iMUunesaof  agriculture,  aa  iiaa« 
would  labor  cheap  fcr  tlie  mantitacturerk,  wiio  could,  for 
a  small  sum,  purclwsc  land  in  tbe  West,  and  culiivat«  bia 
own  freehold. 

lie  was  a  warm  advocate  of  tiiis  American  q'stem,  and 
believed  that  small  quantities  of  Uiid  unlv  slUMikl  be  put 
into  uuirket,  aiid  llioae  not  at  a  reductj  pricei  tint  by 
these  Uieans  We  niglttpreveut  emigration  to  the  new  Slater 
force  adi-nse  pf  ipiiLt  ou  in  tlie  old,  multiply  tite-mtnber 
of  daily  lalMirt  rs  lor  tlieir  tlaJy  l^reai^  and  tlius  enable  tbe 
maiiiifMCtiirer  to  procure  labor  for  less  money.  Fur  one, 
I  entirely  tljiMigiee  with  tlie  dortnne  thus  atlvauced,  ai(d 
litjd  the  cuiitmi')  ,  tu  « it,  that  the  price  oftlie  Liid  slitMild 
be  so  low  us  to  enable  e\ery  lu>Bi.»t  and  induatriotia  man 
to  become  tbe  uwiKr  ofatTkct  hinisclf.  Butasthcfrieiida 
of  tbetar.ff',  in  support  uf  tbek  q  stein,  IiaiewiTaocrU  thia 
tloetiine,  tbe  Senate,  and  the  publ  c,  lia\e  a  ri^ri  tu  Iwve 
this  bi  audi  uf  tlie  subject  iuventigHted  by  this  catoiinittcr» 
atKt  Xu  have  an  exjireiai.on  uf  tlir.r  op.iiion  upon  it.  1*hey 
liave  uniteil  the  pr.ce  ol  the  public  lands  w  .tb  ttie.r  s>i^ 
teni,  and  1  liQ|ie  tbiv  will  not  he  Ee]>arMted  uiitil  wv  ha\e 
..II  opinion  fritm  tins  comntittre. 

If  ilie  view  of  ib.8  subject  taken  by  the  Si-cretar),  to 
wbtM  opinions  1  hate  ailudid,  hail  been  reculKcteu  by 
the  Senati>rfri.m  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bcckxkb,]  I  am  sure  be 
would  notliave  chMT|;ed  n»  friend,  tlie  Senator  fn^D  K«.n- 
ti'Ck^,  [Mr.  Biaa,]  with  levity,  or  a  draire,  by  bnnginy 
fiii'waia  this  propusitiun,  to  turn  the  whole  subject  into 
ridicule. 

It  apijcars  to  me  that,  in  every  view  we  can  take  of  thio 
question,  the  proposition  ouglil  tu  succeed. 

A  <l.v>MOn  of  the  question  having  beeo  ordered,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  CLAY,  su  as  to  separate  the  motion  -of  Mr. 
Biaa  (i-t.ni  theotbMi, 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  be  dwuld  rate  i^BiiNt  tiie  re- 
ference to  tlie  Committee  on  ManufcetuM%  that  he  amd 
those  who  thmight  with  him  nigbt  havo  aa  q^portmuiy  to 
vote  fcr  a  aalect  coomittM. 
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The  qaestion  wm  then  tnken  flnt  on  the  mntinn  with 
•H  the  mod  fication-s  with  th«  objection  of  tlwt  uf  If r. 
Bi>B(  and  deeidiicl  w  f.)ll<>ws] 

TEAS.— Mesm.  Brllf  Biicfcner,  CUt,  CUytmi,  Dtatlu^ 
DiclEenim,  DiKlley,  Ewinri  PreUni^iiyiFn,  Pimt,  Hcn- 
drlekiH  Hohne^  Johnston,  Kniglit,  M,trcy,  Pr«niii»,  Rob- 
bina,  Robinsnn,  Rupflts,  Seymmir,  S'libf*-,  S|>rairiif, 
Uptoft,  Tomlinson,  Wa^^nun,  Webrti-p,  W  IkiDa. — 27. 

NAYS. — Mews.  Bi-ntoii,  H  bb,  Bniwn,  Ell  s,  Forsyth, 
Gnindy,  Htyne,  H  I),  Kane,  Kiiijf,  M«n|pini,  M>lli-r,  M<M>rv, 
Po=ndext(T,  Smith,  TkhwII,  Tfittii,  T>lirr,  Wliltr.— •19. 

Nr.  BIRR  nid  he  hft'l  M  wnie  of  tlie  A'f^niXy  ofthf  Se- 
nate, and  of  what  was  diiefbimh  m  akone  of  itii  tnembi-n, 
too  high  to  permit  h^m,  on  this  ot-caii«>n,  or  any  other,  to 
trtfte  with  its flelibenttlona.  He  hoped  he  had,  herctofoie, 
condiictH  ttimaelf  in  the  moft  resptrctfiil  nunnt-r  to  the 
Senate,  and  he  had  reaolved  in  hit  »wu  miiul,  at  all  timea, 
hereafter,  to  contnbate  hia  aid  to  mipport  the  <Iign.ty  and 
indepettdeoce  of  the  Senate,  aaa  co^unLnate  biaiich  ufthe 
Government. 

I  CM  usare  in^  fiiend  frvm  Miwniii  [Mr.  Bdcxiiib] 
that  1  am  aerioiu  i>  offVrhii;  the  reaohition  R>r  inttructiuii 
to  the  Comm.tiee  on  MAmifiictures,  to  Inquire  into  the 
proprte^  of  reducinff  the  prict.'  of  the  pubi  c  ImKiit.  If 
there  ia  an  apparent  incongruity  betvecji  tht.'  auhjtct  pro- 
poied  .ttt  be  KletTed,  and  the  atyle  of  the  committee  to 
vhom  it  ie  to  be  referred,  that  nntt  is  nut  dur^enble  to 
ne,  btit  to  the  vote  of  the  nnyority  of  the  Senate  m  n-fer- 
ring  the  Ribject  of  revenue  and  finance  to  the  Committee 
en  Hanufiictiires,  in  preference  to  the  Committee  nn  Pi- 
nance,  f  did  not  vote  for  tlva  reference.  But  as  the  re- 
ference of  t9te  other  queations  of  revenue  has  beca  voted 
to  the  Comnittee  on  Hanidketure^  I  have  ne  alternative 
iHit  to  mors  »*referenee  of  tiui  aubjeot  to  tiie  Mint  com* 
nittec. 

The  neer  nppmech  to  the  extinguidiiMift  of  the  puUc 
debt  ho  diocngi^d  from  that  aervice  the  ai^ount  of  ten 
niUiona  heretofore  appropriated  aa  the  nnking  fUnd,  to- 
gether with  the  additiona  to  that  fund  ariiitng  from  ex- 
ccnea  ef  other  appropriations  above  tlie  actuiil  expendi- 
tures. In  this  state  of  excess  ufre\'en(ie,  accruing  fhim 
our  existing  system,  bejroad  the  future  demands  nponthe 
treasuiy,  we  are  impentmily  called  to  cut  down  the  reve- 
nuei  in  fttct,  to  revise  the  whole  Trvenoe  ^stein.  What- 
evercomnuttee  is  charged  with  this  duty,  must  be  charged 
Vfth  all  the  iMTts.  Tikey  must  look  at  all  the  sources 
which  are  to  pour  their  streams  into  the  general  treHSur>-. 
Now,  the  receipti  from  tlte  lUlffl  of  the  Western  Undi  havu 
constituted  a  praurineitt  item  inth*  eatimates  ufthe  Secre- 
\uy  of  the  IVeuury  for  years  past.  At  the  present  tz*- 
«on,  the  report  of  the  Secrtrtuy  the  Trt-asury  eatimatea 
the  revemie  from  that  source  ut  three  millions  of  dulUrs. 
A*  the  pr.ee  of  the  public  lands  was  graduated  w  tb  a  view 
to  the  eztinguiahmrBt  of  the  public  dcrtit,  now  tliat  tbu 
pubic  Cktfa  and  public  pledge  uf  tint  fund  U  redeotned,  H 
wouM  bcem  but  ^uit  tnit,  m  reduo  n^  the  revenues,  that 
lirancb  sliould  expenence  ■  propurt  oiiate  alleviation. 
Whatever  may  be  the  aura  propoicd  to  be  provi4t:d  fur 
the  annual  cxpendttiin;  of  tiie  Ottvcmmtrnt,  whether  fif- 
teen, thirteen,  or  eleven  m.U  ons  of  dollars,  the  sum  to  be 
Kceived  from  the  saleti^  the  Western  landa  must  be  first 
deduetetl,  belbre  Uie  amount  to  be  VL^aeA  by  imposts  can 
be  eathnnted)  and  tlte  rate  of  dut.e«  on  importeil  articles 
cannot  be  adjtiated  ontil  the  amount  proposetl  to  be  raised 
from  that  source  is  ascertained.  Wlutever  committee  b 
charged  with  the  subject  of  imposts,  mtist  have  an  eye  to 
tite  utner  sources  of  revenue.  The}  must  look  to  the  re- 
venue aystem  aaa  whole,  before  tliey  apportion  its  respect- 
ive purta.  ft  would  be  veiy  mcoiigruous  to  i-efcr  one  part 
oTtlHt  inretem  of  revenue  tu  one  coimn>tleet  and  anotiier 
put  of  the  nrstem  ton  diffident  eomnuttee.  To  produce 
•  eomiectea,  vdl  prajKirtioiiei^  and  juit  system,  the 
mmm  conMihtee  mut  hnve  chaife  of  Ml  the  eonyo—rt 


p:irts.  And,  at  last,  the  d!s|)iilat!oit  ab'Hit  the  refer(.«ice 
of  this  pan!cuUr  subject  to  th's  or  that  comm'ttee,  w 
rather  »n  arjniment  ii|HinHnanie,  than  u|K>n  the  substance. 
The  Committee  on  IbnufHCtures  is  very  ciinipeientto  ar- 
range a  system  ftiTlinaiice  for  ihe  ctniaideration  and  action 
of  the  Senate.  If  the  President  pro  ton.,  in  organix'ng 
the  cfHnmitt'  en,  had  arranged  the  same  Senators,  now 
composing  the  Cnmminee  on  ManiifiiCtiires,  to  the  Com* 
m'ltee  on  F>nanre.  and  to  the  Land  Comm  Itee,  all  incon- 
gruity between  the  subject  and  the  name  of  tlie  conun  tiee 
voidil  tll«ppeart  all  will  agree  that  tlie  meniben  of  the 
comnihtee  are  competent  to  the  task  imposed.  I1ic  Senate 
having  choaeii  to  tn(n^f<-r  a  financial  aiihject  from  the  Com- 
ntitlee  on  Vinance  to  another  committte,  I  feel  niysilf 
amply  justified  in  moving  this  subject  of  finance  to  the 
name  committee.  Feeling  a  strong  desit  e  to  see  the  pr  ces 
uf  piihl  c  laiKis  reducefl,  to  give  every  reasonable  Tac-lity 
to  tieadb  of  families,  and  to  ihe  rising  generation  to  acquire 
freeholds,  as  well  as  to  brng  all  the  taiKb  within  tlie  new 
States  within  the  tax'ng  power  of  theoe  States,  1  cannot 
dm.t  this  approprate  t.m«  am)  occasun  for  preaeming 
these  atitnccts  for  the  consideration  of  tlie  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCKN ER said:  Mr.  PrendenI,  if, in  ihefi.'W remarks 
I  ma'le  when  I  first  addreased  the  Senate,  I  in  the  al.ght- 
est  degree  toiicht  d  the  feelings  of  niy  hing  rejected  and 
wni-tliy  friend,  the  Senator  from  Keiiuicky,  (Mr.  Bias,] 
I  most  nncerdy  regret  it  Notliing  coul<l  be  more  fureien 
from  my  intention;  nnd,  although  I  do  not  suppose  he  in- 
tended any  unkindneas  towards  the  views  I  entertain  no 
the  subject  of  the  pubGc  hiuls,  and  though  he  does  tlunk 
that  subject  ought  to  go  to  the  same  committee  to  which 
has  been  referred  the  resolution  ufthe  Senator  from  Ken* 
tucky,  [Mr.  Cur,]  with  other  pmpoatioiu  on  tlie  tariff, 
yet,  sir,  1  still  entertain  the  belief  that  tlie  refi-reiice  ofthe 
proposition  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  publ.c  land%  or  to 
cede  tliem  to  Ote  aevcral  States,  to  the  Caamittee  on  Ma* 
nufactures,  is  an  anomaly  whi^  roust,  m  ib  veiy  nature, 
unprufitabiy  affect  the  desire  we  in  the  West  have,  to  see 
some  steps  taken  which  may  advance  our  wishes  on  tlutt 
subjectt  for  it  does  seem  to  me  hke  trifling  with  the  sub* 
ject.  What,  sir,  refer  tlie  proposition  to  reduce  the  price 
of  the  ptiblic  lands,  or  to  cede  (heir,  to  the  States  in  which 
tiiey  lie,  to  the  Cuinmittee  on  Hanufiicturest  and  tliat,  to(^ 
sir,  witbiHit  an  eipressiun  of  the  HeniUe  on  tliem!  How, 
sir,  will  thb  matter  be  viewed  by  the  public?-^id  puU  e 
opinion  coiitrtds  public  measures.  Will  you,  tlien,  dis- 
gust that  opinion  by  the  act  uf  tliuae  who  prufeas  to  be  tlie 
tneiida  uf  tlie  measured  My  colleague  sa^s,  tJiat  commit* 
tee  luu  grasped  for  ever}*  tiling.  Tlit-y  got  his  alum  s«It 
and  h.s  Indian  blanket  bills — now  let  ibcni  tiave  this,  and 
see  what  Uiey  wdl  do  with  it.  And,  sir,  becaus^r  liis  alum 
Mil  and  Indiati  blankets  have  been  pntio  tliat  committee, 
will  he  now  multiply  wrongs,  by  seiuliiig  Uiis  roeasun-  to 
tliat  ooniiuittee,  because,  s.r,  he  di«l  not  liave  his  way  w.th 
ttUMe  other  subjects?  I  voted  aganst  h.s  view  on  the 
motion  tu  refiT  hia  b.Ust  and  if  I  U.^  wrong,  then  will  tM 
not  du  wrong  to  be  even  with  me,  and  jeopard  a  mcaiaure 
tliat  he  has  so  long  sdvucated,  and  in  whxti  Dur  cunatitu> 
eiils  are  so  deeply  intereste*!.'  But  the  reference  on  thb 
subject  IS  not  like  tliat  ut  alum  salt  niid  Indian  blankets. 
Tiitsc  arteles  eoine  in  competition  WtUl  tlte  nuuni&ctur- 
ing  interest  of  tlie  natiini]  and  thin^  tlie  bJI  well  ni.pit 
liai  e  been  relierred  tu  the  t^uniiinttce  on  P.itance.  yet  titej 
also  Well  ni.ght  be  referred  tu  tliat  on  manufactures*  par- 
ttking  uf  Uie-  nature  of  each.  But  how  can  it  b«  Mwwn 
ttiat  tliis  question  in  any  degree  affects  manufiictmea? 
The  propne^  of  reduchig  dutes  on  ceitain  articlea  Wvll 
may  be  sent  tu  the  Coiiiniit.ee  on  Manuliiciuresi  hut,  *.Tt 
will  he  now  abandon  liis  own  ductniie^  He  Iws  told  us  m 
measure  ahoidd  never  be  sent  to  itt  enellu«S(  and  now  he 
propuars  tu  send  tiib  measiu^  to  a  curauiith.-r,  ereiy  man 
uf  wbtOh  b  unftiendly  tu  the  intereat  t/  the  Wckt  un  th4 
I   Gm  we  Bipcct  a  fiiTonblo  report  or,  indeed. 
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uiy  report  at  all  ?  1  do  not  think  thia  committee  will  report 
on  the  subject  of  the  price  of  public  lands,  or  cedingthem 
to  the  States,  this  session.  Let  us,  then,  send  this  propo- 
rition  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  or,  more  properly, 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Land*.  I  will,  with  pleasure, 
vote  to  reftr  it  to  either  of  them.  We  will  get  a  favora- 
ble reparp  from  flienit  which  we  may  uae  to  our  advan- 
tag«i  out,  by  this  coarse,  all  it  in  the  power  of  ouradrer- 
sariei. 

Mr.  President,  I  feel  ^reat  solicitude  on  this  subject. 
Hy  constituents  are  deeply  interested  in  it]  and  I  do  think 
it  would  conduce  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  people, 
and  to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  Goverament,  to  reduce 
the  price  of  those  laiida.  Tiie  most  of  those  lands  have 
been  culled  for  many  years,  and  now  a  great  proportion 
is  second  rate  land;  anid  yet,  sir,  the  Government  asks  the 
same  price  as  when  every  one  had  choice.  By  reducing 
the  price,  more  sates  would  be  made,  and  more  freeholo- 
en  would  be  established  in  our  counti-y.  Your  reveiuie 
would  increase  more  rapidly,  for  the  amount  of  sales  would 
be  greater,  because  mucli  more  land  would  be  sold^  and, 
betide,  men  would  be  on  their  own  lands,  improving,  and 
their  ability  to  pay  taxes  would  increase  as  tney  acquired 
pi-operty,  and  they  would  consume  more  of  the  articles 
on  which  duties  are  lud,  as  they  became  better  esta- 
blished in  their  home  and  property.  But  we  are  about  to 
put  this  very  matter  in  the  hands  of  some  men  who,  but  a 
tew  "days  ago,  said  the  tarifi*  populated  the  West  at  the 
expense  of  the  Southern  States— I  mean  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hiuxb,}  who  last  addressed  the 
Senate  on  the  tariS*,  and  not  the  Senators  from  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  both  supporting  this  same  doctrine! 
both  of  whom,  in  their  speeches  on  tqit  Boor,  but  a  abort 
time  past,  used  the  same  language  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  I  consider  the  whole  vote  as  intending  to 
give  the  go-by  to  this  whole  matter  altogether.  I  voted 
to  report  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  rrom  Kentucky 
to  that  comnuttee,  to  give  it  tlie  go-by,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
many  otheri  voted  so,  for  the  same  reasoni  because  I  was 
not  willing  to  commit  myself  in  its  ftvor — and  still  I  did 
not  know  whether  we  ought  wholly  to  reject  it — and  be- 
cause I  preferred  to  vote  on  a  bill.  Instead  of  an  abstrac- 
tion. And  is  not  the  land,  and  other  things  thrown  in  to 
cover  it  up,  by  the  vote  given,  no  expression  on  the 
measures  given)  But,  let  us  introduce  a  resolution  to  in- 
struct the  proper  committee  to  reduce  tlic'pricc  of  those 
land^  or  to  cede  them  to  tlie  States  in  whicn  they  lie,  and 
ask  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  resolution,  and  then  we  will 
see  who  will  vote  with  ua,  and  who  against.  1  hope,  when 
a  vote  on  this  subject  presents  us  a  substantial  benefit,  we 
vaty  find  I  am  mistaken  in  my  fears. 

Mr.  ROBINSOXsaidiMr.  President,  as  our  candor  is 
uipealed  to,  permit  me  to  assure  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ciat,]  that  the  friends  to  tbe  pro- 
iKMed  amendment,  tn  reifttion  to  the  pubfic  land^  are  no 
lets  serious  than  anxious  for  its  reference  to  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Manufkctures)  not  because  that,  of  all  others,  it  ia 
the  most  appropriate  committee  to  have  charge  of  tliis 
subject,  but  because  it  is  the  only  remaining  branch  of  tlic 
revenue  which  has  not  been  referred  to  that  committee. 
And,  fbr  one,  I  cannot  see  why  its  reference  is  objected 
to  by  the  members  of  that  committee,  afler  just  manifest- 
ing not  only  a  perfect  willingness,  but  an  anxiety,  to  have 
charge  of  the  whole  subject  in  relation  to  duties  as  well 
on  articles  coming  into  competition  with  those  of  home 
growth  and  manunicture,  as  of  that  class  which  does  not 
pome  into  such  competition. 

It  has,  by  the  same  honorable  Senator,  been  triumph- 
^tly  asked,  what  can  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
be  expected  to  know  about  the  public  lands?  1  may  very 
safely  answer — at  least  as  much  as  about  Uie  cultivation  of 
ct^ee,  tea,  and  olives,  or  the  manufacture  of  sil^s,  mull 
mtfSlin^  or  cjimels'  tifir  ihRwIa,  and  all  the  long  list  of  ar' 


tides  imported  into  our  oountr}-,  and  which  are  neitlier 
producea  nor  made  in  the  United  States,  the  duties  on 
which  this  comnuttee  are  now  about  to  arrange. 

But  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  between  three  and  four 
millions  of  dollars  of  your  revenue  is,  per  annum,  now 
derived  from  the  sale  of  ^ese  lands— «bont  one4hird  <i( 
the  whole  sum  necessary  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Go- 
vernment. And  shall  we  be  told  that,  in  forming  a  reve- 
nue bill,  which  is  now  about  to  be  done,  that  tliis  is  an  item 
not  to  be  taken  into  the  general  account?  The  whole  sub- 
ject— all  the  sources  of  revenue,  mu^t,  of  neceasly,  be 
taken  together,  to  arrive  at  a  proper  conclusion  at  what 
rates  to  fix  the  duties  you  are  about  to  reduce.  If  the 
public  lands  are  to  be  reduced  in  price,  or  if  they  are  to 
DC  disposed  of  to  the  States  in  vbicb  Uiey  lie,  it  is  indis' 
pensable  for  the  committee  to  know  if  either,  or  which,  is 
to  be  done.  Again,  as  has  been  well  observed  by  my 
honorable  friend  [Mr.  Wuitk]  from  Tennessee,  the  buIk 
jects  of  duties,  and  of  public  lands,  have  been  committed 
together  for  the  last  ten  years,  in  the  annual  reports  of 
the  Secretary  jtf  the  Treasury.  And  why  now  divorce 
them?  Arc  gentlemen  startled  at  the  responnbility  it  inb- 
poses?  I  hope  not.  The  publie  debt  being  now  paid,  we 
of  the  West  wish  to  join  in  the  general  jubilee;  and,  un- 
less some  change  in  the  dispo«tion  of  the  public  lands  be 
made,  more  favorable  to  the  purchaser  Uian  is  the  present 
mode  and  price,  1  fear  we  will  have  but  littie  cau'e  of 
rejoicing. 

Sir,  the  West  lias  but  little,  very  little,  direct  interest 
in  tl}e  protective  ^stcm-  We  ace  not,  aiul  never  will 
manufiuturerst  but  we  aic,  and  ever  must  be,  agticul- 
tifrists.  Give  ua  tlie  lands  on  reasonable  terms,  and  we 
will  not  be  heard  to  complain,  be  the  tariff  arranged  as  it 
may.  Whilst  1  am  franx  U>  ackiiowledoe,  with  myself 
there  are  no  cotistitutional  scruples  or  doubts  as  to  the  po- 
licy of  sustaining  the  tariff,  even  to  protection,  1  must  say 
tliat  I  think  the  reference  of  the  resolution)^  with  the 
several  amendments  which  have  been  offered,  by  way  of 
instructions,  would  have  been  more  appropriate  if  ludc 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  or,  as  suggested  by  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from"  Vii-ginia,  [Mr.  Tiiswsii,]  to  a 
select  committee,  chosen  from  the  Western,  Southern, 
and  Eastern  States,  equally.  I  voted  for  the  present  re- 
ference, Ilut  the  subject  might  be  presented  in  the  tai.gi- 
ble  shape  of  a  bill,  and  do  nope  tlwt  the  whole  subject 
connected  with  tiic  revenue  n»y  he  acted  on  by  the  same 
committee,  and  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  tiic  gi-cat  aatisfaetion  which  be 
felt  at  hearing  the  voice  of  the  new  Senator  from  lUincds, 
fMr.  HoBisaox,']  now,  for  nearly  the  Erst  time,  heard  in 
debate  on  tliis  Quor,  but  often  exerted  in  tiie  Legislature 
of  his  State,  and  always  there,  as  now  here,  to  support 
patriotic  propositions,  with  sound  and  senable  reasons. 
Uis  [Mr.  RoRissoN^I  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Bibb,]  <^ned  the  whole 
question  of  the  public  lands,  and  presented  the  ioqiuij 
into  their  future  disposition  &ir]y  and  fully  to  the  cona- 
dei-ation  of  the  committee.  The  double  question  of  re- 
ducing the  price,  or  transferring  the  landa  to  the  Staler 
was  embraced  in  the  proposition,  aud  the  committee  would 
doubticss  say  which  of  taem  sliould  be  adopted,  or  whe- 
tlier  either  should  be  adopted.  This  was  not  the  time  to 
discuss  these  questions,  or  lo  declare  a  preference  for 
cither  of  them;  that  time  would  properly  arfive  after  the 
committee  bad  made  its  i-eport.  The  question  notf  iraa 
to  refer  the  subject;  and  to  that  reference  two  objectioiis 
were  made:  one  objection  to  the  cluvacter  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  other  to  the  individuals  which  compose 
it;  mid,  strange  to  saj',  both  objections  came  from  the 
committee  iiselQ  and  fiom  its  friends  or  supporters.  Tbey 
object  to  the  refeixncc  on  account  of  the  character  of  tiie 
committee,  and  say  it  is  absurd  to  send  tlie  public  lands  to 
the  Committee  oa  Manufactures.   Sir,  ssia  Ur.  B.ttlw( 
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•bwrdity  of  the  thing  it  adimttedi  but  then  it  mult  be  adr|  and  every  plan  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  hndst  he 
Dittt«d,  thOf  that  this  absurdity  is  only  part  and  parcel  of  therefore,  cannot  be  Hipputed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  sub- 


that  monstrous  ^surdity  whidt  has  erected  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures  into  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Senate.  Hk  old  Knance  Committee  no  longer  eziiti, 
except  for  subahem  and  ceremonious  services.  As  a  fis- 
cal committee,  charged  with  plans  of  revenue,  it  no  Jonger 
exitta.  As  such,  it  18  expunged — nibbed  out — annihilated! 
The  venerable  chairman  of  that  old  committee  [Hr. 
Smitb,  of  Maryland]  has  nothing  to  do  now  but  to  read 
his  appropriation  bills.  The  Senator  from  Mew  Jeneyi 
[Mr.  DicaaaaoH,]  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  Manufacturea,  or  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
.{Mr.  CuT,J  who  occupiea  •  plue  upeo  will  now  be 
charged  with  the  report  of  the  Becaretary  the  Treasury 
upon  the  financea,  and  wiO  deliver  us  future  plans  of  re- 
venue. It  is  in  vain  to  f>bject  to  their  diaxaoter.  They 
have  got  the  thing  into  their  bands.  They  have  got  the 
revenue  to  adjust  They  have  got  the  whole  treasury 
report  before  taemt  and  the  pubUc  lands  is  a  leading  arti- 
cle in  that  report*  It  is  in  nuu  to  say  tljey  ought  not  to 
act  upon  the  public  lands.    The  &ct  i«,  they  wifi  act  u  pon 

whether  referred  to  tbem  or  not.  No  comnuttce,  no 
.atatesman,  no  individual,  can  start  a  project  of  future  re- 
venue, without  first  determining  the  question  in  his  own 
mind,  whether  the  public  lands  are  to  be,  or  not  to  be^  a 
source  of  future  revenue.  These  lands  now  yield  three 
millions  of  dollars,  and  we  want  but  twelve  or  thirteen 
millions.  The  land%  therefore,  produee  the  one-fourth 
of  all  that  is  muted.  No  man  can  then  give  an  opinion, 
much  4eas  repivt  a  bUU  for  the  future  amouitt  of  our  re- 
venue, withoia  including  or  exehiding  the  lanUs.  He 
must  do  one  or  the  other.  He  cannot  tell  what  duty  or 
tax  to  leave  upon  a  sin^e  article,  until  be  fint  knows  whe- 
ther the  large  incune  own  the  knda  is  to  be  inchidedor 
excluded.  Away,  then,  with  this  story.  The  cpnunittee 
must  decide;  they  will  decide)  they  wul  report  a  bill  with 
or  without  the  landst  and  rather  way  is  deeimon.  For  even 
if  nothing  is  doo^  the  present  bicfa  and  arbitrary  price  of 
public  lands  viSi  be  kept  up.  No!  let  us  have  no  dodg- 
mg  or  flinching! 

The  Manuhcturii>g  Committee  has  ^t  itself  invested 
with  the  powers  of  the  Finance  Committee.  I^et  them, 
then,  meet  its  duties  and  responnbilities.  It  will  decide 
the  land  question,  whether  we  refer  it  or  net;  let  them, 
then,  decide  it  on  th^  reqionaibility,  and  i^ve  a  report 
and  a  bill  to  tile  Senate.  Let  them  .act  aboveSoard,  and 
show  oa  whether  manu&ctures  are  tlw  enemies  of  a^i- 
cuhuret  whether  the  price  of  lands  is  to  be  kept  up, 
to  prevent  the  poor  people  from  giving  to  the  West,  so 
as  to  deprive  the  fiictories  of  their  cheap  labor,  and  the 
still  cheaper  labor  of  the  wretched  little  children  who  are 
.worked  like  machines  and  fed  like  mioe.  Too  many  ftcts 
^ve  us  reason  to  iwfieve  that  this  i»the  desima  of  the 
■manufacturersf  and  now  let  them  Mnfirai  or  dispel  the 
suspicion  by  an  overt  act;  let  tliem  take  part  with  tiie 
agriculturists  in  reducii^  the  price  of  the  suUie  lands^ 
or  take  part  with  the  manufiwturers  in  keeping  np  unjust 
and  arbitrvy  pr^ee^  refusing  donations  and  settlement 
rightly  and  reauting  a  transfer  of  the  soil  to  die  States. 

The  objection  to  the  persomd  composition  of  the  eom- 
mittee  is  equatty  ill  foundedt  in  fiict,  more  so.  It  is  in  vain 
to  aay  they  know  nothing  of  Western  lands.  That  eom- 
nuttee  ha*  upon  it  a  Senator  of  the  longest  and  highest 
standing  from  the  West;  one  who  htm  been  rither  Senator 
or  BepreaentatiTe,from  a  Western  Stale,  for  fbll  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  [Hr.  Clai,]  and  has  often,  in  the  course  of 
that  time,  discussed  the  question  of  the  public  lands.  He, 
therefore,  cannot  be  presumed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  sub- 
ject. Another  member  of  that  committee,  the  Senator 
whose  name  stands  at  tlie  head  of  it,  [Hr.  Dicxxksok,] 
has  been  here  Imwer  than  be  [Mr.  B.]  had  been,  that  is  to 
say,  HMre  than  tvme  yeavst  and  haa-regnl^y  oHKsed 


jeot,  without  implying  an  inattention  to  the  buunessofthe 
Senate,  which  hia  conduct  disproves,  or  accusmg  him 
opposing  the  land  bills -throu^  ignoranoe,  wuch  be 
[Hr.  B.  ]  could  not  admit  The  alleged  ignorance  of  the 
committee,  tlien,  would  not  answer.  Their  disquaUfyii^ 
excuses  came  too  late)  their  self-denying  ordinances  were 
at  the  end  instead  of  the  beginning  of^the  feast  They 
ought  to^ve  objected  earlier— «t  the  bwinning  of  the 
session— «t  the  n^erence  of  the  alum  sak  bitt.  and  blanket 
bill,  instead  of  contending,  as  they  thendid,  for  these  bills. 
He  [Hr.  B.]  ventured  at  that  time  to  set  himself  up  for  a 
piece  of  a  prophet,  and  to  undertake  to  foreb^  that,  if  the 
Manufactures  Committee  succeeded  in  drawing  to  then- 
s«;ives  those  two  bills,  they  coukl,  upon  the  sane  princt- 
plei^  draw  to  themselves  all  the  business  of  the  Fmanee 
Committee;  and  his  propliecy  was  now  fulfiUed.  The 
Finance  Committee  was  stript  of  its  powers— it  was  pluck* 
cd  of  its  plumage)  in  its  corporate  oapadty,  it  was  TO* 
duoed  to  the  appearance  nnd  dimennons  of  n  pio1»d 
snowbird)  while  the  Manufitctures  Committee,  m  the 
double  investiture  of  their  own  and  anotlier  committee^ 
prerc^ative^  loomed  upon  the  horixoii  as  a  new  and  ex- 
traordinary apparition.  It  bad  got  all!  -  Erefy  subject 
of  revenue  was  now  in  its  hands!  The  whole  bunness  of 
reducing  tlie  present  revenue,  estimating  the  future  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  fixing  a  new  standard  of  in- 
come, was  actually  in  their  bands.  The  lends  were  there 
iu  point  of  fact  The  lands  rnx^d  be  psHed  upon  bjr 
them  in  point  of  fact!  And  the  imlyeffect  of  this  ref!»^ 
«iu:«  is  to  say  whether  they  shali  pass  upon  them  pubhdy 
or  privatelyi  in  the  committee  room  alone,  or  in  the 
Senate  aJonei  by  a  side  wind,  instead  of  a  fair  breow. 
He  [Mr.  B-]  was  for  open  work,  and  be  pmuroadthe 
people  of  the  West  wi^ed  for  open  woric. 

The  &te  of  tlie  public  lands  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Manufacturing  Commttteei  from  that  comnuttee  eonei 
forth  hard  or  easy  terms  for  the  people.  The  West  has 
a  powerful  representative  on  that  committee)  and  what- 
ever is  done,  she  is  entitled  to  know  why,  and  wherefore. 
Hr.  B.  would  not  undertake  to  say  how  that  committee 
would  report  upon  the  public  lands,  He  had  liis  mis- 
givings, and  these  were  not  lessened  in  seeing  the  com- 
mittee endeavoring  to  avoid  the  responsibility  m  a  publie 
reference;  while,  m  pcunt  of  fac^  they  would  act  on  an  . 
implied  and  virtual  reference.  He  repeated,  with  great 
empliasis,  that  the  committee  would  act  on  the  public 
lands,  whether  mstructed  or  not)  that  they  could  not  pro- 
ceed one  step  in  fixii^  their  new  plan  of  revenue,  with- 
out first  deciding  that  the  lands  were,  or  were  not,  to  be  a 
future  swirce  of  revenue)  aiid  lie  Was  decidedly  in  ftvor 
of  requiring,  the  committee  to  decide  publicly  in  a  case 
where  .tbey  would,  moit  s>wredly,  decioe  seeretly.  Th^ 
were  now  the  Finance  Crannittee  of  the  Senate,  nod  nmt 
take  the  responaibiliticaaflweUas  the  preragiliTe*Df  their 
new  and  elevated  station.  A  bill,  my  arc  to  ^e  us. 
A  reduetion  of  duties,  they  are  to  make.  Frioads  and 
adversaries  aU  admit  that  tbey  are  going  to  make  a  re- 
duction. Land  is  entitled  to  a  place,  and  the  highest 
place,  in  the  liiit  of  reductions.  Many  inferior  artioles  wiO 
also  be  entitled  to  a  place  in  it)  but  lie  [Hr.  B.]  pre- 
sumed that  no  comnuttee  could  bring  in  a  bill  !«■  re- 
ducing duties  on  iuxurits,  and  leaving  thcm^  necessariee. 
He  presumed  that  no  committee  would  venture  to  hting 
in  a  bill  for  aboUslung  duties^n  figs,  and  leaving  the  pre- 
sent high  price  on  land.  He  presumed  that  no  committee 
would  abolish  duties  on  the  p^flimes  with  which  boys  and 
girls  sweeten  their  hvr,  and  leave  a  tax  upon  the  salt 
with  which  the  farmers  cured  their  provisions,  and  raised 
their  stock.  He  presumed  that  the  tax  woidd  not  be 
taken  ofl'  of  silks,  and  left  on  blankets.  And  if  he  was  in 
aiqr  of  these  presumptuous,  do  friend  to  the  people  could 
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object  to  Rich  a  course  of  proceediog  u  would  brings  all 
tile  ftctB  to  light,  and  ihow  evenr  thinf  u  it  reaUjr  puied. 
He  eillcd  cameittjr  upon  tha  frwadaor  the  Wottonillr 
*-to  uiute  their  voieei— to  Mn  their  itreiigth— to  put  all 
tiieirdKmldeta  together,  anaiere  the  pubGc  hnd  queition 
ftt>oi  bcinr  blinkra  in  the  ne  v  uruigement  of  the  revenue. 
He  beaouptt,  be  obtested,  he  entreated,  by  every  connden- 
tion  jostice  to  the  Wnt,  that  the  greet  question  of  re- 
dudngthe  price  of  the  public  lands,  or  tratuferring  them 
to  the  StatM,  ihoukl  not  be  dodged  in  this  critieal  conjune- 
ture*  when  the  new  plan  of  finance  wasto  be  settled.  He 
boped  the  West  had  Mends  enough  preieot  to  protect 
her  intereet.  by  ado|)ting  the  reeohtbon,  and  requinng  this 
new  finandal  conunittee  to  consider  the  iten  m  the  pub- 
lic bnda. 

lb-.  DICKEB80N  observed  that  die  reasons  urged  for 
instrudiDg  the  committee  on  this  subject,  are,  that  the  re- 
solution referred  n  them  should  have  been  referred  to 
the  Coiudttee  on  Koaneei  that  K  should  not  have  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manu&ctureit  from  wludiU 
will  foDow  that,  if  tiie  Senate  make  an  improper  refers 
enee,  they  are  bound  to  make  another.  The  impro> 
priety  of  referring  the  public  lands  to  the  Comnuttee  on 
kanubetures,  must  be  ^parent  to  any  one  who  wiU  give 
the  subject  a  moment's  conaderation.  If  this  resdution 
bad  been  oomnutted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  would 
tiie  public  hndi  be  committed  to  their  care?  Are  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  so  identified  with  the  revenues  of  the 
country  4wt  they  are  to  be  referred  to  tiw  Conunittee  on 
Finance?  Hidierto  this  has  not  been  the  caset  on  Uie  con- 
tnxjt  we  had  a  standing  conunittee,  selected  with  a  view 
tothe  intercsuof  the  States  in  which  the  public  lands  he, 
who  have  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  sucl)  States,  to 
wbon  tUs  hnportant  subject  tus  been  conatantly  aub- 
atiUad.  Why  te  thb  eouiw  to  be  changed?  Whyisthc 
Coanftfee  on  FubKc  Lands  to  be  relieved  fiwn  the  per* 
fermaooe  ef  an  approprkte  doty?  And^why  ie  that  du^ 
fmpesed  upon  the  Cama^e  on  llaiiuAetore%  tq^whom 
it  aoes  not  belong? 

Mr.  TAZEWKLL  feUowed  Mr.  Dicsaasov.  The 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  said  Mr.  T.,  objects  to  tbe  re- 
ference of  the  res<4ution  proposed  to  the  committee  over 
which  he  prewles,  because  the  subject  of  this  resolution 
does  not  properly  belong  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Mauufiu> 
tores,  who,  as  such,  know  nothing  about  the  public  Unds. 
1  apprehend,  however,  that  the  Committee  on  Hanu&c- 
tures,  as  such,  know  quite  as  much  about  the  public  Unds, 
as  they  do  about  spices,  tea*,  coffee,  wines,  and  nika,  not 
one  M  which  articles  are  of  tlie  growth,  produce,  or 
OMDubctare  of  thia  country,  or  enter  into  competition 
with  any  simibr  artide  of  its  production.  Tet  the  Senator 
from  New  Jeni7  was  desirous  of  drawing  all  these  various 
MlricGti  to  bk  own  fiirua^  and  has  had  bis  wish  gratified 
ia  tklsiespect  Tberefere, the obje^ion  tothe  proposed 
■efcrentt  of  Una  aubjcet  to  the  same  committee  does  not 
eooe  Witt  a  way  good  grace  from  him. 

He  seeks  to  jusW^  his  wUi  to  obtain  a  reference  tohis 
canmitlee  of  toe  aeveral  resohitioha  to  repeal  the  duties 
en  tbe  unprotected  article^  and  to  reduce  those  on  the 
prrteeted  aiticks,  upon  tbe  ground  that  all  these  are  con- 
gnumaaa^ject^  ^affect  the  revenue:  but  he  says  that 
the  pike  of  tbe  public  hods  ia  not  conneoted  witfi  that 
OHtter.  Thtt  MigKestion  Q^{ht  have  fiimialied  a  very 
strong  argument  tor  referring  all  these  subjects  to  the 
Committee  on  nnance,  as  was  at  firet  |>roposed|  but  when 
that  proposition  was  rejected,  and  the  CiKnmittee  on  Uaiiu- 
fitctiires  became  possessed  of  some  of  the  subjects  pro- 
p«ly  appertaining  tothe  revenue  of  the  country,  it  seemed 
a  little  sbwge  that  the  eburman  of  this  committee  should 
still  dewe  to  retm  the  cogiusanee  of  these  fiscal  con- 
cern^ and  yet  should  bo  bd  averse  to  Uke  under  his  care 
•natber  of  a  like  character.  Is^  of  aUkechancter,  be* 
CMtic,  whatever  vmj  be  the  fenna  and  ahapea  hi  which 


these  several  matters  are  preacnted,  it  must  be  obvious  to 
all  that  the  great  and  leading  objeet  to  which  all  the 
several  propoiltione  are  addramed.  Is  the  tatahKdnBent  of 
a  new  wstem  of  revenue  better  suitrd  to  the  present  con- 
^on  or  tbe  eouaXry  than  that  n^ich  now  euala.  The% 
as  tlie  eatebfishment  of  a  new  system  of  revemie  ia  tbe 
great  purpose  aimed  at  by  all  these  several  prnjects^  each 
of  whicb  loOka  to  a  different  courte  i»f  aup|rfy,  in  order 
to  make  thia  new  system  conpletc,  harmonious,  and  per- 
manent, itia  indispensah^  arcessaty  that  aU  the  aoureea  of 
supply  should  be  oonsiwred  by  any  eummitiee  wbo  may 
be  charged  with  ttie  du^  of  reinodellit^  the  preemt 
tern  of  tazadon.  Thia  will  be  very  obvHiu%  mid  Hr.  T.» 
if  tbe  sligbtait  athnttion  ia  pud  to  the  nature  of  the  differ- 
ent sidijceta  ft«B  whaace  revemie  la  new  detivefla  and  to 
the  conflicting-  interesis  of  the  aeveral  rmons  of  the 

derivea  frun 


country,  in  regard  to  the  TCrauM 
difiereat  subjects. 

So  Ittf  aa  this  matter  ia  eoneeme^  the  ftofHt  of  tbt 
UiHted  Stntea  may  be  properly  eonsldertd  aa  dwided  into 
three  great  classes^  the  manumcturiiw  daa^  the  produc* 
ing  chus,  and  the  class  ctMDposed  of  ue  inhabitants  of  the 
States  v^thin  whose  Unnbi  large  bodies  of  unoccupied 
lands.arc  still  held,  because  yet  uiiaiM  by  the  United  States. 
The  public  revenue  is  now  derived  from  each  of  these 
cbssBt,  and  in  something  like  tbe  lUlowing  pruponioiiai 

The  roanufecturing  class  pays  but  little,  eompiirativcly» 
of  the  amount  of  rcvemu  derived  from  tte  wnpiits  ok 
fore'^  artieloa  similBr  to  thoat  Diaoufeetured  bflf  the» 
selves.  Their  own  wpply  m  very  nearly,  if  not  quite 
equal  to  their  own  denuuid  of  these  protciBted  artielee. 
Conaequently,  fertbc  greater  portion  M  the  taxes  impoaed 
for  the  pur|MUofenooutagingand|mitectiiigtbdr  manu- 
&cturc%  is  paid  by  the  other  two  cisies  The  manubc- 
tnrinff  dasB  is  then  plunly  intercaled  ia  eontinuing  all  the 
dutica  hapoaetl  for  their  protection  or  enoouragemeat. 
which  taxes  are  paid,  almost  exclusive^,  by  the  atiier 
classes,  and  amount  to  about  fifteen  nuUiona  ot  doUars. 

Tbe  manufiicturing  class  is  also  interested  in  continuing 
the  present  price  (rf  the  publicUnda)  forif  this  is  reduced, 
the  necessary  effect  will  be  to  encourage  greater  emigre 
tion  to  tlie  Western  country,  so  to  augment  the  wages  of 
the  labor  now  employed  in  manufectures,  and  thus  to  di> 
roiflish  the  profits  of  nanu&etunugeapttaL  Thia  effect 
haa  been,  oiien  announced;  in  various  repurta  from*  for- 
mer Secretary  of  the  Trnuury,  a  part  of  whoae  grand 
project  of  regulating  the  wliole  labor  and  capital  of  tbe 
country  waa,  to  make  lands  dear,  in  order  that  maou&c- 
tures  might  thereby  be  made  cheap.  And  the  sMne  Kka, 
in  effect,  has  been  again  presented  to  tite  Scnato  tiMl^, 
m  the  speech  of  die  bonatable  Senator  from  mmm,  {Mr. 
SrnAeOK.] 

But,  although  tfie  nanufoctaring  dam  i>  thai  hrtweeted 
in  continuing  the  present  high  duMa  of  preltct^on,  ftvOi 
whence  a  revenue  of  at  least  fiAeea  wiHiooa  M  now  dtfiv- 
cdi  and  in  oontinuiag,  also^  the  prearnt  pTice  *d  pubLs 
knid%  freai  the  tale frf  whwharavenueaiDountingtothRa 
mtllionsef  dollars  more  is  now  receivcdt  yet  tlu  cla>a  is 
intereated  in  the  abolition  of  all  ether  taji«:S,  that  iatoaiy, 
of  all  the  duttea  upon  uaprolected  arbdes^  beCMia^  of 
theae,  this  daas  pays  its  full  proportion,  by  conawBung  at 
least  its  full  duve  of  auch  commodities.  Hence  imr  mend 
frtnn  New  Jersey  is  very  wilhi^to  repeal  or  rcouoe  all 
these  duties,  ahhuugh  be  ieeb  no  dispoaitioii  to  eurtad  aiqr 
of  the  other  supphea. 

The  produciiv  claas  is  interested,  like  the  mnnufectuN 
ing  class,  in  reducing  the-  duties  upon  the  unprotected 
articles,  because,  of  tltese,  they  too  are  oonaiunen,  and  of 
course  bear  a  share  of  the  burden  in  proportion  to  tbdr 
consumption.  But  as  tlie  whole  of  the  revenue  now  de> 
rived  from  thia  aouree  ia  estimaied  by  no  one  at  mora 
than  seven  auUhma  of  doUarsi  aa  no  c—pbinta  have  ever 
beea  uifed  i^wMt  theae  lo^Malih  jMd  aa  thi^  fel^  ptiMGt 
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pally*  up«in  tbe  ricb,  who  ue  well  Ma  to  bear  them, 
the  pradueing  ebn  ftcb  len  uitemt  in  the  reduction 
of  thb  bruicb  of  the  revenue  which  bctn  juitly  and 
equdly*  than  it  fevb  in  the  dtminution  of  the  other  great 
•ourcei  of  iupp)y--the  impottt  upon  protected  articlet. 
lliia  but  tax  nJla  upon  them  almoat  exdudrclyt  and  priiw 
dpally  upon  their  poort  tt  la  neafly  double  of  both  the  other 
■uppliea  put  tcq^ether,  and  m>  beara  maat  unequally,  uiguit- 
ly,  and  apprewvely  upon  thia  claat. 

In  regard  to  the  public  landi,  tbe  producii^  Gfaw  hare 
■o  iatereA  whatever  in  thia  nibjec^  or,  if  th^  hAve  my, 
it  ia  rather  of^oaed  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  thCM, 
M  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  lamia  any  where  must,  to  aome 
extent,  influence  the  price  of  lanHa  every  where  in  the  tame 
country.  But  aa  the  preaent  contUtionjof  the  country  doea 
not  require  the  prtnervation  of  all  the  lourcca  of  revenue  aa 
they  now  stand,  the  producing  claaa  ia  willing  and  deairous 
teactjustly  witheaehoftheotlwrclBHea.  They aay,  reduce 
the  amuunt  of  the  public  burdena  now  unikeoeaMrily  im* 

rsd  upon  all  claaaes,  to  an  amount  not  greater  than  may 
■nflldent  to  latiify  all  the  maonable  wants  of  the 
Government.  In  this  reduction,  consult  the  wishes  and 
grievaiicea  of  all,  and  remove  every  burden  which  can 
property  be  dispensed  witii,  until  you  have  arrived  at  the 
proposed  pmnt.  Do  not  relieve  U)ericbKloue,however, 
by  abolishing  the  dutiea  which  tkU  upon  them,  but  disbur- 
oen  the  poor  abo.  Do  not  relieve  the  nunuSnctunng  cUas 
from  ^ir  ahare  of  a  cmnaion  and  legal  imposition,  and 
cootuHie  much  greater  burdens  upon  tlie  other  claaaes. 
Do  not  Ggliteo  tbe  heavy  load  which  la  now  borne  by  aooie, 
by  tslting  off  that  portion  of  its  weight  which  is  felt  to  be 
gtievouB  by  them  onl^  i  but,  in  this  long-looked  for  day  of 
expected  relief^  diminisli  the  burdena  of  all.  And  as  you 
cannot  relieve  one  of  tlie  classes  so  well  in  any  other  mode, 
as  by  reducing  the  price  of  tlie  public  lands,  grant  thia 
boon  to  them  tuso,  tliat  none  oiay  remain  dtamtisned. 

The  daas  of  our  otixens  who  are  inJiabitants  of  the  seve- 
ral Sutes  within  which  the  public  Unds  are  utuated,  are 
interested  but  little,  if  atall,  in  any  of  the  duties  of  import, 
whetlirr  tliese  are  impuaed  upon  protected  or  unprotected 
articles.  The  remote  position  of  far  the  grtater  part  of 
tliia  claaa  in  the  interior  of  the  distant  West  making  the 
eoalof  tnuuporUitionofall  such  commodities  cunudembte, 
and  tbe  supply  Irregular,  muM  augment  the  price,  to  them, 
of  all  imported  articles,  so  mueh  aa  to  prevent  such  arti- 
cles from  entering  much  into  Uwir  consumption.  There- 
fur«r,  whetiier  the  dutiea  of  impust  are  continued  or  polish- 
ed, IS  of  but  httle  consequence  to  them.  In  either  case, 
they  nubt  rely  mainly  upon  their  own  liousebokl  manu&c- 
turcB  and  pruductiona  to  Supply  their  own  wants.  Duties 
of  protection  give  no  encotirsgement  to  tlicm,  for  they  are 
twt  made  Sur  blet  and  if  llwae  ihitiea  were  aboBahed, 
the  Bame  cauae  widch  pnxlueed  luch  manu&ctures  at  first, 
must  continue  ttiem  sttll.  This  elais,  therefore,  feels  but 
little  dirtxt  interest  in  any  of  the  duties  of  impost. 

Btit,  altliough  indifferent  to  tli.spartof  the  aiiljjtrct,  they 
are  nut  ind.ff'creiit  to  tlie  other.  The  sales  of  tlie  public 
Uiwls  act  as  a  perpetual  dra  n  of  their  currency,  the  amount 
of  wliich  IS  continuslly  reduced  by  remittances  of  the  pro- 
ceeds hit'itrt  and  thus  tbe  value  of  their  whole  capital  and 
lattor  is  kept  in  aatate  of  peraettwl  fluetuatioii,  to  tite  great 
dcCriment  uf  the  interests  or  both.  Moreover,  according 
to  the  priee  of  the  public  lands  within  the  Ibnits  of  the 
States,  will  be  the  migration  to  theno.  Diminiah  thia 
priM,  and  you  multiply  the  number  omigraota  deairous 
of  purdiaaing  tbov.  llius  you  increase  the  number  of 
tbe  uihabitanta  of  these  Stales^  so  open  new  sources  of 
vevcnuetotieir  local  Ooveminents,atid  augment  at  once 
the  phce  and  value  ftf  all  their  productione.  Bcndea, 
while  the  United  States  continue  to  be  the  great  bmUorda 
oTthe  WesL  the  pei^ora«aeveralSlateB  within  whoae 
Gvie  tiMir  Airaa  axisl,  artt  w  mhU  the  iriboiariaa  oftUa 
Ciiiirfwiiit,  dipandwi  nfm  Ita  pomm  mA 


more  than  any  othera.  Surveys  are  made,  land  offices  are 
ofiened,  and  oSeea  created  there  at  our  discretion.  By 
bringing  more  or  less  of  land  into  the  market  at  any  time, 
and  at  any  place,  we  are  ao  enabled  to  regulate  the  {ttice 
of  tbe  property  of  every  one  in  theae  dependent  States 
and  to  give  to  the  tide  of  enugration  whatever  direction 
we  pleaae.  I  do  not  say  that  these  powers  have  ever  been 
uaed  for  these  purpose^  but  merely  that  they  exist,  and 
may  b*  ao  used.  Of  this  tbe  Western  States  are  perfect, 
ly  awarei  and  to  tbcir  cwcioutness  of  the  czistenee  of 
audi  a  power  OM^  be  ascribed  much  of  wfarthaaoocuiTcd 
in  this  Government.  All  these  cauaes  oombiae  to  induce 
the  class  of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  to  deaire  relief  from 
the  burdens  tbey.produce,  by  a  reducti<Mi  of  the  price  c^thc  - 

rblic  lands.  Tm  boon  tliey  ask  is  so  smaU  in  itself,  that 
for  one,  said  Mr.  T.,  am  disposed  willingly  to  grant  it, 
especially  as-it  is  the  only  benefit  which  they  can  get,  pro- 
bablyi  in  the  arrangement  of  tbe  new  system  of  revenue. 

Iwae  consideimhonB  uuriit  to  satisly  even  one,  said 
Mr.  T.,  of  the  proprie^  of  connecting  the  Mibjeet  of  tho 
public  lands  with  any  and  every  other  project  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new  aystem  of  revenue  and  taxation. 
It  is  vain  to  say  that  the  varioua  sources  of  supply  may  be 
examined  separately,  and  each  acted  uptm  by  itself.  This 
is  truei  but  who  can  say  with  confidence,  that  when  one  of 
the  great  classes  of  which  1  havespokci^  have  procured  tbe 
gratification  of  their  denres^  in  the  repeal  oc  reduction  of 
the  burdena  which  bear  most  giievouily  upon  tboi^  diat 
ihey  will  then  aid  in  adminislefing  Uke  relief  to  others^ 
Hie  mete  posMbili^  that  they  may  not  do  ao^  wUl  natu- 
rally excite  auvicitms  and  Jealousies  which  ought  to  be 
avttded  if  possible.  This  can  be  done,  however,  only  by 
conncctii^  the  three  subjecta  indissglubly  together,  and 
incorporating  the  proviaions  concmiing  each  In  one  and 
the  same  bill,  the  nte  of  which  bill  will  then  dniend  upon 
the  faithfiit  observance  and  preservatioo  of  all  itscMinccU 
ing  luifcs.  V 

Such,  at  least,  it  my  oputfon,  said  Mr.  T..  and,  there- 
fore, I  shall  give  my  vote  moat  willingly  in  lav<u-  of  the 
propoaed  refereneet  nor,  so  fiir  aa  I  am  concerned,  will  I 
ever  permit  the  subjects  to  be  again  separated.  1  ahould 
have  preferred,  aa  1  suted  formerly,  that  all  these  different 
propoationa  be  referred  to  a  aaltfct  ccHnmittee,  to  be  cmu* 
poaed  of  an  equal  number  of  Senatcws  from  each  of  thn 
great  regions  of  the  country  wlierdn  a  majority  of  tim 
persons  conpoang  tbe  three  great  clames  to  which  1  have 
referred  are  found.  But  as  the  Semite  have  already  de< 
cided  to  send  two  of  the  subjects  to  the  Committee  on 
Uanu&ctures,  to  that  comnuttcc  should  the  third  be  sent 
alao. 

Mr.  Bim's  proposition  was  then  decidad  m  tlie  affirma- 
tive, by  the  following  votct 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb.  Brown,  DaUas,  Dudley, 
KIlia,  Forqrtih,  Grundy,  Uqrne,  Hendricks^  Hill,  KaM, 
King,  Mangiim,  Msrey,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindexter,  Robin> 
son.  Smith,  Tazewelt  Upton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White, 
Wilkins.— 

NAYS.^Hessn.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Chyton,  Dicker- 
son,  Bwing,  Foot,  Frelmghiiysen,  Holmes^  Johnston, 
Knight,  Pi-entiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbec, 
Spr^e,  Tomfinson,  Waggaman,  Webstar.-^ 

The  Senate  then  adjuunied. 

FninaT,  M*ien  S3. 

THB  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  tbe  following: 

Jsssfcerf,  That  the  Ceoniyttee  on  Manufiuiturea  be  in- 

■truoted  to  inquire  into  the  e:q»edieocy  of  distributing  the 

public  lands,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  aalea  tb^eef,  among 

the  several  Stately  o«  e^iitaUe  faia^fim. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  nqiportad  tfaia  wsnlBrtmi  in  a  speech 

oTeoMidmblekivlh.  BejwttUJthe iiftwer,<»the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


639 


GALES  A.  SEATON^S  REGISTER 


640 


StxATB.]  nM-oAMtf  J)niAndt.—J^ppertianmaU  Bitt. 


mundtlwttbe  other  Mbjeett  connected  with  the  public 
unds  having  been  referreci  to  that  committee,  the  Senate 
coald  not  connatently  refuse  to  allow  the  whole  subject 
to  be  committed  to  them.  Headrocated  the  rig:ht4  of  all 
the  States  to  participate  in  the  territory  acquired  hj  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  all  in  the  ▼mtioiiB  wars  and  treatiea 
which  bad  talcen  place  since  the  constitution  was  adopted. 
He  tp<^  at  length  in  support  of  the  reference,  and  con- 
■dered  that  tite  object  of  those  who  bad  supported  the 
reference  yesterday  <^  the  subject  to  this  committee,  was 
to  enlUt  the  members  coming;  from  tire  new  Statics  in  the 
ranks  of  the  opposition  to  the  tariflT,  by  balding  out  the 
induoement  that  they  should  receive  in  consequence  the 
exclusiTe  benefit  of  those  lands.  He  also  argued  that  one 
important  effect  of  diTiding  the  proceeds  of  the  lands 
ankong  the  States  woiild  be  to  reduce  the  dangeroln  and 
increasing  influence  of  Exeeuthre  patronage. 

Hr.  POINBEXTER  moved  to  strike  out "  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Manufactures,*'  and  insert  **the  Conunittee  on 
Public  Lands." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNK,  the  rM(^ution  and  amend- 
ments were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolutions  offered  yesterdi^  by  Mr.  Wiikiits 
were  taken  up. 

Mr.  WILKINS  rose  to  explain  his  views  which  he  had 
presented  yeatetday  on  offering  an  amendment  to  the  re- 
•oluttcn  of  Mr.  Cl»,  and  which  had  been  mistaken  by 
gentiement  who  had  understood  him  toczpress  the  opinion 
that  incidental  protection  was  all  that  the  constitution 
woukl  dlow.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  so  understood)  he  was 
of  the  opinion  that  thu  question  Was  not  under  conridera- 
tiont  and  the  Senate  were  not  now  called  upon  to  decide 
the  abstract  question  whether  a  bw  can  be  paned  tw  the 
sole  purpose  of  protection.  The  present  object  waa  to 
ascertain  whether  they  cQuld  not  so  arrange  the  duties 
imposed  for  revenue,  as  incidentally  to  protect  manufac- 
tures. Mr.  W.  was  proceeding  to  show  lliat  the  object  of 
the  resolution  was  to  obtain  intportant  information  relating 
to  the  adjustment  of  the  tarifft  when 

Mr.  SMITH  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia waa  in  order.  There  were  reasons  why  be  should  not 
proceed)  one  was,  that  it  wa»  out  of  order;  another,  that 
tikere  was  an  important  bill  that  he  [Mr.  S.]  wished  to  call, 
up  now,  maUng  appropriations  fbr  the  army  duting  the 
year  1833. 

The  Senate  then  passed  to  other  business,  which  occu- 
pied the  remainder  of  the  sittii^i  after  which. 
The  Senate  a^mimed  to  Monday. 


MOVDAX,  HlBGB  26. 

Tht  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wilsiss 
were  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

tmCLAIMED  DIVIDEKDS. 

The  resolution  some  time  ago  offered  by  Mr.  Sruecx, 
calHng  for  a  list  of  tlie  aantes  of  persons  owning  unclaim- 
ed dividends  on  public  stocks,  waa  taken  up. 

Mr.  8PRAGUE  said,  it  appears  that  we  have  in  the 

{loasession  of  the  Qovemment  about  300,000  dollant  be- 
onging  to  persons  w1k>  have  owned  stock  in  the  funds. 
The  dividends  are  unclaimed,  because  the  persons  to 
whom  they  belong  are  ignorant  of  the  fact  Utat  those 
whom  they  repreaent,  as  heirs  or  administrators,  ever 
owned  stock  on  which  tlie  dividends  had  not  been  drawn. 
He  thought  it  was  due  to  honesty  to  give  to  the  public  the 
inftvmation,  in  order  that  the  persons  interested  may  be 
made  aware  of  their  ri^ts. 

%\t.  CLAY  opposed  the  resolution,  as  opening  a  wide 
door  to  fraud— as  giving  an  invitation  to  imposton  to 
come  forward, -witt)  their  wax  and  parchment,  and  claim 
money  which  does  not  belong  to  them,  because  there  is 
nobody  to  di^te  their  claims.  The  Govertimcat  «u 
net  bound,  u  »  puUic-dehtor,  to  pnUirii  *  list  ef  the 
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names  of  its  erectors.  Tlie  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States  never  published  any  list  of  the  tiames  of  its  credit- 
on,  though  tiiev  created  a  fund  for  their  paym^t.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  for  the  members  of  Congress 
and  others  to  look  over  the  books,  and  give  the  infomiation 
to  such  chununts  as  may  be  within  their  knowledge.  Tbia, 
he  thought,  would  be  a  aufteiM  degree  of  publmty. 

Mr.  SMITH  stated  ttiat  Congress  had  unlfbnnly  dedd- 
ed  agwnst  the  ptoposition  to  publish  the  names^  for  the 
reasons  just  given  by  the  Senator  from  Kentuckjr. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  apoke  again  in  support  of  hn  resolu- 
tion, and  contended  that  there  was  more  danger  of  fraud 
now  by  forgery,  while  the  names  are  known  only  to  a  few, 
than  tfiere  would  be  were  they  known  to  all.  It  was  easy 
now  {ac  an  impostor  to  make  a  demand,  with  a  prospect 
of  success,  fbr  the  ri^tfitl  owner  couhi  not  contest  it. 
He  also  ai^^tied  that  uie  puUioity  wouM  give  tto  greater 
feasibility  to  fraud  than  is  given  every  year,  in  Ac  case  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  pubfiabing  the  names 
of  its  stockholders  and  the  number  of  shares  owned  by 
them. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  supported  the  resolution. 
Mr.  CLAY  sud,  the  gentleman  fhim  Maine  begged  the 
question,  by  assuming  %at  the  money  belonged  to  some 
person  in  existence.  The  feet  more  probably  is,  that  the 
owners  are  dead,  without  leaving  heirs  or  representatlvet. 
He  alluded  to  the  fnuds  committed  by  chnmanta  for  pen- 
sions, and  property  destroyed  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
Pensions  had  been  paid  for  persons  who  were  afterward* 
found  to  have  been  long  dead,  and  claima  allowed  fbr  pro- 
perty which  never  had  existence. 

Mr.  TYLER  gave  an  instance  iu'Wbich  he  was  bimaelf 
near  being  made  an  insttument  of  a  fraud  of  this  sort.  A 
person  mantifactured  a  widow  and  a  set  of  papers,  and  sent 
tbemto  him  to  obtain  for  him  the  five  years*  nill  pay  allow- 
ed by  law  to  the  widows  of  soldiers  killed  in  the  service. 
He  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  Senfftor  from  Ken- 
tucky, as  to  the  inexpediency  of  adopting  the  resolution- 
Mr.  DICKERSON  referred  to  cases  of  fraud  arising 
from  the  publication  of  the  names  of  those  entitled  to 
bounty  lands:  and  umilar  fivuds  would,  he  though^  be 
invited  by  the  publication  of  those  names. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Messrs.  BATNE, 
SMITH,  TAZEWELL,  and  CLAYTON  against  the  reso- 
lution, and  Mr.  SPRAGUE  fbr  it;  after  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  resolution  was  laid 
on  the  table. 


TuxsDAT,  Mabcr  Sy. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
conuderation  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  importera 
of  merchandise,  without  notice  of  the  act  of  >Uy  19» 
1838;  and  after  a  long  discussion  of  its  detuls,  in  whi^ 
Hr.  CLAY,  Mr.  SILSBEE,  Mr.  SMITH,  Mr.  TYLER, 
Mr.  HAYNE,  Mr.  FOHSYTH,  Mr.  FOOT,  Mr.  MABCT, 
Mr.  KNIGHT,  Mr.  DALLAS,  Mr.  SPHAGUE,  Mr. 
WGBSTEK,  and  Mr.  WILKINS  engaged,  it  waa  recom. 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINS,  the  bill  apportioning  re- 
presentatives among  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  was 
taken  up — the  question  being  on  the  motion  to  reeonnder 
the  vote  by  whidi  Mr.  WsBSTam^amendment  waa  rej  ected. 
After  some  debate  on  a  question  of  order  which  aros^ 
Mr.  CLAY  spoke  briefly  upon  the  question  of  recomi- 
deration.  Were  this  a  question  for  the  first  time  preeent- 
ed,  he  might  deade-in  nvor  of  the  representation  of  frw- 
tionst  but,  as  he  considered  that  the  question  had  long 
been  put  at  rest  by  the  decisions  and  practice  of  the  Go- 
vernment, he  should  feel  himself  eompelled  to  vote  agunst 
any  bill  pntviding  fbr  fractioiial  representation.  He 
sbwU,  howwur,  Ttne  In-fiiTirr  .nf  ■  rmmmiimr  iil  of  th> 
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bill,  in  tlie  hope  that  ■ome  means  migfit  be  devised  for 
rendering  it  more  acceptable  to  the  several  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  reconu- 
der,  ftncl  decided  in  the  afflrmative. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  bill  be  recOimnHted  to 
the  select  committee  from  which  it  was  reported. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  a  wish  that  before  the  Senate 
proceeded  further  in  the  matter,  a  vdre  might  betaken 
m  full  Senate  (now  there  were  forty-seven  present,  and 
to-morrow  the  whole  number  would  be  here)  upon 
the  rep^esenUtion  of  residuums  on  fractions.  He  tug- 
nsted,  therefore^  the  cxpetliency  of  tryingthat  question, 
befbre  tlie  Senate  proceeded  any  further.  If  the  question 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow,  the  absent  Senators  would 
pmbabfy  attend.  If  the  Senate  should  decide  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  representation  offractions,  then  the  billmight  be 
recommilted  with  a  view  to  such  otiier  attention  as  might 
render  it  leu  unequal  in  its  character. 

Mr.  FOKSYl'H  was  willing  to  adopt  the  course  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Maasaehusetts,  but  thmif^it 
that  tlie  question  had  better  be  taken  immedtately.  as 
there  was  little  probability  that  the  Senate  would  be  fuller 
to-morrow  tl>an  it  now  is. 

Mr.  HOLMES  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  it  was  evident  that  the  Senate  was 
not  now  prepared  to  act  upon  the  bill.  He  hoped  that 
the  question  on  the  representaOon  of  fiitctiona  would  be 
taken  in  full  Senate.  He  moved  ttiat  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  aselect  committee  of  five,  wittunit  inftnictions. 
By  the  time  the  report  was  made^  the  absent  Setiators 
would  return. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  was  still  doubtful  as  to  the  consii- 
totionality  of  the  representation  of  fractions,  but  he  was 
tnzinus,  by  an  alteration  of  tlie  ratio,  to  amend  the  bill  in 
a  manner  which  will  secure  to  the  old  States  their  present 
number  of  representatives.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
be  recommitted  to  a  aelect  committee,  and,  if  he  could 
hrin^  his  mind  to  the  support  of  the  representation  of 
Auctions,  he  should  do  it  with  pleasure,  as  it  certainly 
produced  a  more  equitable  result  than  any  other  mode. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  believe  tl'at  any  one  Senator 
had  changed  his  mind  on  the  question  of  tlie  constitution* 
ality  of  representing  fractiODS.  He  prsposed,  therefore, 
tliat  the  vote  should  be  taken  now  on  tlist  question;  and 
if  it  sl-.ould  be  found  that  the  result  would  be  varied  by 
die  presence  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Nac- 
3ui3^1  he  would  move  a  reconaideration  of  tiie  vote  on 
Mr.  WsBS-raa's  amendment]  and 

The  questiim  being  taken  on  the  reconsideration,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affii-mativcf  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
Clayton,  Clay,  DIckerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Mangum,  Miller,  Poin- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Bpraftier  ToraUoaon,  Waggaman,  Webster. — 26. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,*Marcy, 
Robinson,  Ruggtes,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White,  Wilkins.— 20. 

The  bill  was  then,  after  considerable  conversation,  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee  of  live  members,  viz. 
Messrs.  Wxbrtkb,  Clattoit,  MASeuM,  Foksttb,  and 
Hatitx,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  Senate  (hen  adjourned. 

WxoKxsDAT,  Haacn  38. 
COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  CLAY  rose,  and  said  he  had  received  a  memorial 
Rgued  by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  in- 
Titing  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  the 
colonization  of  the  free  blacks  on  Uie  coast  of  Africa,  and 
rcquestii^  theaid  of  Congress  tb  accomplisli  that  object. 


He  felt  some  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  memurial.  Tlie  general  subject  was  one,  than 
which,  perhaps,  no  other  had  more  senously  engwed  the 
attention  of  the  people  of  this  country.  No  man,  he  pre- 
sumed, could  fail  to  cherish  the  ho'pe  that  at  some  day  or 
other,  however  distant,  and  in  some  mode,  the  country 
would  be  rid  of  this  the  darkest  spot  on  its  mantle.  How 
that  was  to  be  accomplished,  it  was,  perhaps,  not  allowa- 
ble to  the  present  generation  to  foresee.  All,  however, 
must  unite  in  the  hope  that,  at  the  proper  time,  the  proper 
means  would  be  devised  to  arrive  at  this  moat  desirable 
end.  With  respect  to  the  constitutional  question  invulvedj 
he  entertained  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  subject  of 
abolition  of  slavery  could  not  be  touched  by  the  General 
GoTemmentt  It  belonged  peculiarly  and  exclusively  to 
the  States  where  slavetr  existed;  they,  ami  they  alone, 
were  directly  concerned;  and  they  only  had  the  power  to 
entertain  the  question.  With  respect,  however,  to  the 
great  question  of  the  final  disposition  of  the  African  race 
among  us,  he  would  take  the  Hbei-ty  to  remark  that,  in 
his  opinion,  tbe  first  great  effort  sh'oukl  be  to  rid  our 
country  of  the  free  blacks  us  a  preliminary  measure.  In 
that  object,  all  the  Slates  had  a  common  interest — none 
were  exclunvely  interested.  Whether  the  General  Go- 
vernment possessed  powers  to  accomplish  that  object  waa 
a  question  of  great  and  serious  import,  and  deaervt-d  a 
more  careful  and  thorough  investigation  than  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  country  could  be  probably  made.  The 
idea  had  been  entertained  by  some,  whose  opinions  were 
entitled. to  much  respect,  tliat,  in  reference  to  the  public 
lands,  Congress  possessed  more  extensive  powers  than  it 
does  in  respect  to  appropriations  nf  the  ordinary  revenue 
of  the  country.  This  was  a  question  of  great  importance, 
and  required  the  most  serious  consideration.  It  was  nnt 
Mr.  C.'s  intention  to  press  at  this  time  any  decision  on  the 
question  he  had  suggested.  When  questions  of  such  deep 
and  exciting  inlefest  agitated  the  country  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  lit?rallyi  when  Congresa  was  already  engaged 
with  a  subject,  the  settlement  of  which  was  bo  important 
to  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  Union,  he  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  introduce  any  new  topic  likely  to 
produce  fresh  causes  of  excitemeut.  He  did,  however, 
sincerely  entertain  the  hope  that  the  day  was  not  far  disr 
tajit  when,  forgetting  all  that  now  tended  to  distract  and 
excite  ub,  and  recollecting  that  we  were  a  common  peo- 
ple, alike  interested  in  the  common  prosperity,  we  could, 
without  any  of  those  objections,  take  this  great  question 
into  foil  consideration,  and  dispose  of  it  in  a  manner  con- 
genial with  the  feelings,  as  well  as  ihe  interests  of  all. 
He  would  now  content  himself  with  the  simple  discharge 
of  his  duty  in  presenting  the  memorial,  in  asking  for  its 
reading,  and  in  moving  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  before  the  gen'leman  makes  his  mo* 
tion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  I  wiali  to  make  % 
few  observations  in  relation  to  its  present  and  ultimate  ob> 
jects.  The  subject  is  one  not  only  of  deep  interest,  bat 
calculated  to  produce  very  unpleasant  feeling!  at  the 
South,  where  it  was  perfectly  understood  in  all  its  rela- 
tions. This  was  not  the  first  time  that  questions  of  that 
nature  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate.  On  one  occa- 
sion no  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  memorial;  and  on  the 
other,  a  report  had  been  made  by  the  committee  who  had 
the  subject  under  consideration,  adverse  to  the  objects  of 
the  memorialists.  Mr.  H.  was  glad  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  did  not  intend  to  presd  any  decision  at  this  Ume, 
as  that  would  undoubtedly  tend  to  increase  the  excitement 
which  now  prevails  in  one  quarter  of  the  Union.  It  was 
true  that  in  the  appropriation,  by  Congress,  of  funds 
asked  for  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  Colonization 
Society,  the  question  of  slavery  was  not  directly  touched) 
but  he  roust  be  blind  who  did  not  see  that,  if  tbe  powen 
of  the  General  Government  were  conceded  to  cany  mto 
eflbet  the  ftnt  preliminary  meaturei  of  the  Sodety,  the 
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coiloi^zaliao  of  dM  five  people  of  color  on  the  coutof 
AfHctf  iti  power  to  accomplUb  the  ultimate  object  in 
view,  the  remonl  of  the  whole  of  the  African  race  from  the 
United  States,  would,  in  due  time,  be  claimed  as  a  necet- 
uty  conaequcnce.  The  advocates  of  this  scheme  avow 
the  principle  o(  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Federal 
OovenuDcnt,  wUch  coven  the  whole  ground.  What  is 
It?  The  light  tn  the  Federal  GoTemment  to  impose  taxes 
and  appropriate  money  for  purjiosei  of  colonization — a 
power  certunly  not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution  of  the 
united  Sutes,  never  rec(^iKd  b^  the  Statefl,  and  which 
rests  on  the  assumption  tliat  the  power  of  taxation  and  ap- 

Eroprialion,  in  which  the  colored  population  exists,  is  un- 
mited.'  The  Southern  States  would  never  feel  secure, 
witii  regard  to  this  question,  unless  the  powers  of  this 
Government,  to  levy  and  distribute  money,  were  Guuted 
to  the  definite  ot^ects  ^ecified  in  the  ciHutitutiont  and, 
anlcM  that  quettion  was  settled,  he,  for  one,  would  never 
lisel  tecure  ror  the  rights  or  the  property  of  the  Southern 
States,  exposed,  as  they  will  be,  to  oe  constantly  assailed 
tiirough  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  H.  was 
glad  Uiat  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  dischunted  luiy 
mtention  to  touch  the  question  of  sttreiy.  He  himself 
diould  certjunl;y  not  enttr  upon  it  It  waf  a  question  he 
would  never  willingly  permit  to  be  brought  into  question 
here,  for  it  was  altogether  a  domestic  question,  and  be- 
longed exclusively  to  the  States  where  slavery  existed.  If 
it  was  a  ctirse,  the  burden  was  on  the  South,  and  let 
them  bear  it)  if  it  was  a  blessing,  it  was  theirs,  and  there 
let  the  matter  rest.  &Ir.  H.  repeated  that  he  was  glad 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  did  not  intend  to  press 
ttua  qneition  at  the  present  thne.  It  waa  one  that  could 
not  be  raised  without  creating  alarm  in  the  States  pecu- 
lieriy  interested.  South  Carolina  has,  years  ago,  entered 
her  eoUann  protert  u;ainst  any  action  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment on  the  subject  of  colonization.  Gcorg^  tus 
done  the  same.  And  other  Southern  States  have  declared 
similar  sentiments  on  the  subject.  He  [Mr.  H.l  had  risen 
to  give  timely  notice  that  he  would  resist,  to  the  utmost, 
now,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  any  attempt  to  touch  the 
ecdcncd  population,  by  tlw  interpoution  of  the  General 
Oovemment  It  is  a  matter  which  belongs,  exclusively, 
to  the  several  States,  and  Congress  cannot  interfere  with 
it  by  appropriations  of  money,  or  otherwise,  without  as- 
iunung  a  power  not  conferred  upon  tbem  by  the  constitu- 
tion! a  power  capable  of  being  perverted,  and  which,  he 
verily  believed,  would  be  perverted  to  objects  absolutely 
£ital  to  the  Southern  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  sud  it  Was  not  lus  intention  to  engage  in  any 
AiCUBUHi  at  thw  time.  But,  while  he  might  oe  allowed 
to  say  that  he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  that  the  General  Government  could  not, 
constitutionally,  entertain  for  a  moment  the  (Question  of 
abolition  of  slavery,  he  could  not  agree  with  him  that  the 
Mbject  of  colonizing  the  free  bucks  belonged  exclu- 
•ively  to  South  Carolina,  Geor|>ia,  and  other  protesting 
States.  The  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  him- 
•elf  tlw  organ  of  all  the  Southern  States  wuere  slavery 
was  tolerated. 

[Here  Mr.  HATNE  explained,  and  denied  that  be  un- 
dertook to  speak  as  the  organ  of  all  the  Southern  States. 
Be  had  referred  to  the  protests  of  South  CaroUna,  Geor- 
gia, and  other  States,  and  had  expressed  the  views  of  the 
fWtliem  part  represented.] 

"  CXAV  continued.  WiUi  regard  to  the  slave  ques- 
timi,  the  States  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  were  not  the 
only  ones  eonccned.  There  was  the  State  of  Maryland, 
the  State  he  represented,  (Kentucky,)  and  some  of  the 
Southwestern  States.  But  Mr.  C.  repeated  agMn,  that,  as 
respected  alavety,  ^ere  was  not  a  particle  of  power  in 
the  General  Government  to  touch  the  question}  and  he 
•hould  not,  nor  was  it  necessary  for  him  to  enter  upon  it. 
But  Uw  quM^ion,  as  napectcd  the  money  power  of  the 


Government,  was  emphatically  a  South  Candina  question. 
It  was  from  two  of  the  most  eminent  men  that  South  Caro- 
lina had  ever  produced,  that  he  fint  heard,  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  doctrine  broached 
that  the  power  in  the  GenenI  GovemnKnt  to  appropriate 
money  was  without  limit  or  restriction.  When  be  first 
hoTO  that  doctrine,  he  had  expressed  bb  dedded  (Usap* 
probation  of  and  contended,  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Caroiinanowdoes,thatthe  money  power  uf the  Government 
was'limited  by  the  other  powers  granted  in  the  constitu- 
tion. Witii  regard  to  the  appropriations  of  the  public 
lands,  that  was  another  question.  It  had  been  contended 
by  some  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  dispose  of  them 
at  wiU;  but,  assuming  the  existence  of  such  unlimited 
control,  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  apply  their  pny 
cecds  to  the  cdonization  of  toe  free  hlacks  or  not,  he 
would  not  now  g^ve  an  opinion.  When  the  proper  time 
had  arrived,  he  hoped  the  subject  would  have  the  fullest 
connderation.  But  the  question,  as  it  respected  the  free 
blacks,  was  not  peculiarly  a  Southern  question;  the  great 
Northern  capitals  contained  a  comparatively  greater  pf>r- 
tion  of  that  population  than  any  other  pwtion  of  the 
Union.  The  State  of  Maryland,  which,  nccording  to  tlie 
late  census,  contwned  a  very  la^e  portion  of  them,  had 
constantly,  earnestly,  and  enthunaslically,  raised  her  voice 
in  ftvor  of  the  objects  of  the  Colonization  Society.  The 
question  of  colonization,  then  belonged  to  all  the  State* 
where  fl>ee  blacks  were  to  be  found,  and  they  were  to  be 
found  in  every  one  of  them,  and  they  had  all,  therefore, 
the  unquestionable  right  to  confer  with  the  davehokling 
States  as  to  the  expedieney  of  applying  such  means  as  the 
General  Goremment  can  constitutionally  apply  tiiwardi 
ridding  themselves  of  the  evil  b^  colonization.  It  was 
true  that  the  friends  of  the  Colonization  Society  had  con- 
tended ttiat  the  right  to  remove  the  free  blacks  existed  in 
the  General  Government;  and  tliat,  as  this  part  of  the 
black  population  was  moved  off,  the  several  States  them- 
selves might  deem  it  proper  to  introduce  a  system  of  grm* 
dual  emancipation,  such  as  was  introduced  by.  Franklin  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  1779(  but  no  member  of  the  Colonize^ 
tion  Society,  to  Mr.  C.'s  knowledge,  had  ever  advocated 
the  power  of  Congress,  after  removingthe  free  blacks,  to 
emancipate  and  remove  the  sbves.  Tlie  latter  question 
waa  one  for  Virginia,  Soutli  Carolinsj  Georgia,  and  other 
slavebolding  States,  esch  acting  for  itself  alone,  to  de- 
cide. The  only  aim  of  the  Colonization  Society  waa  the 
colonization  of  the  free  blacks,  with  their  consent,  aided 
by  such  means  as  m«y  be  supplied  by  the  benevolence  of 
individuals,  or  the  liberality  of  Government,  leaving  un- 
touched the  subject  of  slaveiy  in  the  bands  of  tiie  several 
States,  to  whom  it  excluuvely  beloi^.  AVith  these  ex- 
planations, called  forth  by  the  observations  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  he  should  rest  the  case,  and, 
unless  some  gentleman  wished  to  speak  on  the  subject,  he 
should  move  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  the  djeep  interest  felt  in  Mary- 
land, in  regard  to  the  question,  must  excuse  him  for  say- 
ing a  word.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  remarked, 
justly,  that  no  State  in  the  Union  had  so  lai^  a  popula- 
tion of  free  blacks  as  Marylandi  a  population  of  which  the 
State  was  anxiously  disposed  to  rid  itself  It  was  equally 
true  that  the  Colonization  Society  had  been  regarded  as 
presenting  the  most  probable  facilities  to  effect  this  most 
denrable  result.  The  Society  had,  therefore,  been  che- 
rished and  aided  by  the  State,  and  an  appropriation  frun 
its  treasury  wh  annuklly  made  to  promote  tne  objecb  of 
the  Socie^.  He  would  take  lenve  to  say,  however,  tiwt 
while  the  State  was  thus  aflbrdi^  ud  and  encouragement 
to  the  Society,  it  would  be  a  most  egregious  error  to  sup- 
pose that  this  was  done  in  any  purpose  to  countenance  a 
power  in  the  General  Government  to  interpose,  in  any 
manner,  or  in  any  degree,  with  the  question  of  slavery. 
On  this  question  MatyttMl  is  sltofedier  n  Soutbum  StaU. 
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Jtefwuiing  of  Duti^. 


[Sbmatb. 


VnUier  Sooth  CtroV-na,  nor  any  other  State,  will  be  found 
more  firm  or  more  prompt  to  proteat  against  the  aMuinp> 
tion  of  any  such  power  by  the  National  Legislature.  Such 
was  the  atate  of  feeling  and  opinion  of  his  Statet  and  while 
he  had  the  honor  to  be  an  ot^n  of  that  feeling  and  opinion, 
it  should  be  most  fully  expressed. 

But  the  objects  of  this  Society  had  never  been  consider- 
ed by  th^  people  of  Sflaryhnd  to  be  auch  as  the  Senator 
from  Soatli  Carolina  now  deacrihet.  That  Senator  must 
be  aht^ther  mistaken  in  reference  to  those  objects.  Be 
wu  justified  In  this  remark,  not  only  by  the  Act  which  he 
had  stated,  of  the  encouragement  given  by  Maryland,  but 
also  by  the  concurrent  testimony  ofthe  States  of  Delaware, 
Virginia,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  all  slaveholding  States, 
and  each  of  which  Ind,  in  the  most  formal  and  deliberate 
manner,  approved  the  objects  of  the  Society-.  It  was  im- 
possible to  conceive  that  these  States  could  have  express- 
ed their  approbtition  of  an  institution,  the  very  imrpose  of 
whidi  wastoasBwI  an  Interest,  in  regard  to  which,  abore 
alt  others,  they  were  singularly  sensttive. 

It  Was  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Society  to  vindicate  it 
from  the  imputations  made.  That  some  individual  mem- 
bers may  have  united  themselves  with  it,  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  effecting  the  purposes  aunested,  was  quite  posu- 
ble.  For  the  ntent  i)urposes  of  its  members,  no  Society 
could  be  responsible,  if  uiey  are  not  encouraged  oy  the 
avowed  and  Acknowledged  doctrines  of  the  Society.  The 
constitution  and  terms  of  the  association  repudiate  all 
idea  of  interference  between  the  owners  of  slaves  and  their 
legal  rights  as  secured  by  the  local  laws. 

That  many  individuals,  members  of  the  Society — if  gen- 
tlemen so  pleased — most  ofthe  members,  looked  to  the  pe- 
riod when,  by  the  fiicilities  to  promote  the  comfort  and 
happineas  of  our  black  ponuhtioiv  it  diould  be  pvctica- 
ble  to  emanclMte  riaves  without  the  certam  Infliction  of 
m'nery  and  degraclation;  when,  by  removing  them  to- a 
distance,  they  may  be  placed  In  a  condition  to  enj<^  those 
advantages  which  the  state  of  society  must  deny  to  them 
in  this  country,  and  anticipated,  as  one  of  the  results  of 
this  altered  condition  of  matters,  a  gradual  change  of 
opinion  upon  the  subject  of  emancipatitm,  waS|  be  tbnight, 
strictly  in  acccwdance  with  the  &ct. 

If  it  be  matter  of  reproach  that  the  Society  was  likely  to 
be  inBtruiiiental  in  enecUng  such  a  change  in  the  ctrndi* 
tion  of  the  country  aa  to  lead  intelligent  men,  in  the  full 
and  free  exercise  of  their  uncontn^ed  judgment,  to  adopt 
adtflerent  course  of  conduct  from  that  which  they  were 
now  reluctantly  compelled  to  pursue,  he  would  admit  the 
propriety  of  this  rebuke.  So  far  from  agreeing  to  this 
proposition,  however,  he,  for  one,  most  anxiously  and  ear- 
nestly desired  to  see  the  condition  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States  00  provided  for  as  to  enable 
those  who  now  held  them  in  servitude  to  emandpatethem 
with  any  rational  prospect  of  advancing  their  intellectunl, 
mortll,  or  rdigious  character.  To  emancipate  them  now 
was  thought  by  many,  and,  be  believed,  from  much  ob- 
servation, accurately  thought,  to  doom  them  to  penury 
and  want,  to  a  life  of  degraded  vice  and  infamy,  and  very 
often  to  an  ignominious  death  as  malefactOTs. 

Re  regreUed  to  hear  from  the  honorable  Senator,  [Mr. 
HiTKx,]  that  obstacles  would  always  be  presented,  and 
resistance  made  to  any  effort  for  removing  from  tiie  coun- 
try the  free  people  of  color.  Re  had  reflected  much  upon 
this  important  subject,  and  believed  that  means  might 
be  devised  for  their  removal,  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  interests  and  feolings  of  the  South,  and  in  accordance 
wiUl  the  provisions  of  the  oonstitution,  as  it  exists,  or  as  it 
nay  reaoly  be  modified.  The  6tU  was  one  of  which  tdl 
eomplainedt  the  means  of  refief  from  it  should  originate, 
be  tbonght,  with  the  alaveholdtng  portion  of  the  Union, 
who  best  understood  the  general  subject)  and  whatever 
ostein  Ibey  aho^dd  faitroduoe,  he  was  quite  persiuded 


The  present  might  not  be  the  most  deurable  period  fbr 
the  enbrt,  but  he  hoped  the  appropriate  time  wta  not  dis- 
tant. The  question  must  be  approached  with  a  calmspirit 
of  cooeihation,  and  in  the  true  purpose  to  accomplish  a 
necessary  object  by  the  most  acceptable  means.  The  Go- 
vernment has  the  ability;  and  when  the  feelings,  iotereati^ 
and  wishes  of  all  could  be  gratified  by  calling  into  exer- 
cise the  power  now  possessed  by  the  Oovemment,  or  vest- 
ing it  with  whatever  additional  power  may  be  required, 
he  could  not  conceive  why  the  efibrt  diouid  not  be  soon 
and  zealously  made  to  rid  ourselves  of  this  great  and  ac- 
knowledged evil — of  a  free  black  populati<m. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  expressly  stat- 
ed, in  the  beginning,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  enter,  at 
this  time,  into  the  merits  of  the  Colonization  Socie^; 
when  that  question  came  before  the  Senate,  he  ahould  be 
prepared  to  give  it  a  thorough  examination.  At  present 
ne  must  be  pemntted  to  make  one  or  two  obsemtums  in 
reply  to  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Maryland. 
Some  of  the  most  respectable  and  distinguished  individuals 
who  were  Diembera  or  advocates  of  the  Colonization  80. 
ciety,  had  avowed  that  they  viewed  that  scheme  as  chiefly 
valuiU)]e,  because  it  looked  eventually  to  a  removal  of  the 
whole  ofthe  African  race  from  the  United  States  and  the 
consequent  ahoKtion  of  slavery.  The  Senator  ftvin  Maty* 
land  had  declared  that  Uie  State  he  represented  was 
friendly  to  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  inade  an  annual 
appropriation  towards  it.  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  Senator  did 
not  understand  him  as  objecting  to  any  separate  action  by 
the  States  on  this  subject;  that  was  a  matter  for  their  own 
sound  discretion.  The  Statea  mif^t  contribute  what  money 
they  pleased  to  the  removal  of  their  own  free  people  of 
color,  and  no  one  had  a  ri|^t  to  comphuoi  hia  objection 
was  to  the  General  Government  taking  a  matter  in  band 
with  which  they  bad  no  conatituti<Hial  ri(^  to  interfere. 
With  regard  to  the  distincticm  drawn  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  between  an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands 
and  the  public  money,  he  would  not  then  enter  into-adis- 
cusnon,  though  he  confessed  be  could  see  no  difFerenee 
in  the  priud[de.  He  would  only  now  repeat,  that  when- 
ever the  General  Government  should  assert  the  power  ta 
levy  and  appropriate  money,~or  to  apply  the  public  lands 
towards  the  objects  of  the  CdomxatxNi  Soraenr.  U  would 
inevitably  lead  to  the  consequences  wlueh  he  md  depn- 
cate^— ior  it  would  rest  on  an  assumption  of  power  not  to 
be  found  in  the  constitution  1  and  when  the  righta  of  the 
Southern  States  should  come  to  be  held  by  no  better  te- 
nure than  the  (Uscretion  of  Congress,  he  mould  consider 
their  value  as  gone  forever.  His  only  object,  at  this 
time,  however,  was  to  enter  his  protest,  as  he  bad  ofktn 
done  before,  agunst  any  such  exercise,  by  Coi^ress,  of 
what  he  nuist  ctHiKder  aa  unconstitutional  power. 
The  memorial  was  then  Wad  on  the  table< 
The  Senate  then  proceeded,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
SMITH,  to  the  conrideratitm  Of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  support  of  Government.  Seve- 
ral amendments  to  the  same,  reported  by  the  Conmuttee 
on  Finance,  were  read  and  agreed  to;  but  before  the  bill 
was  gone  through,  on  motion  <rf  Vtr.  WEBSTER,  it  wu 
hud  on  the  uble;  and  the  remuning  amendments  (UuMa 
connected  with  the  diplomatic  intercourse)  ordered  to  ba 
printed. 

Mr.  SILSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Finalice,  r«MCt> 
ed  tiie  bill,  yesterday  recommitted,  for  the  relief  of^ cer- 
t«n  importen  of  merchandise,  without  notiot  of  tba  aot 
of  Congress  passed  19th  Hay,  1638. 

The  Senate  then  ac^oumed. 

Tbubsoat,  Mabob  99. 
REFUNDING  OF  DUTIES. 
Tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  comlder  Oe 


sthcr  parts  of  .the  Union  wouVt  yield  s  wiUh^  snppM.  'ported  fromthe  C^oomutteeon  Tlnanoato  HwhiUfMlir- 
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Public  Lands  The  Tariff. 


[MAKcn  30. 1833. 


day  recommitted,  to  exempt  from  diiUes  goods  imported 
without  notice  of  the  ttrin  act  of  1828. 

The  followinif  WIS  the  amendment,  being  a  aubititute 
fbr  the  bill  vhieh  had  been  referred: 

Be  it  enaeted,  &e.  That,  in  all  cases  in  which  foreign 
merchandise  was  imported  into  the  United  States  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  and  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and 
shall  have  paid  duties  to  the  (Jnite<l  States  according  to 
the  rates  established  by  the  act  of  the  nineteentii  day  of 
May»  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty^igh*,  entitled  "An 
act  in  alteration  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  authorized  and  directed  to  refund,  out  of  any  mo- 
neys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  so  much 
of  said  duties  as  was  first  created  or  imposed  by  said  act, 
as  additional  to  the  duties  before  that  time,  and  retain  s<> 
much  only  as  uid  merchandise  was  liable  to  previous  to 
the  pas«g«  of  that  act:  PromiUdt  'lliat  the  said  duties 
have  not  been  returned  in  debentures  on  the  exportation 
of  suid  merchandise. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  to  amend  the  substitute,  by 
inserting  the  1st  of  October  in  lieu,  of  the  1st  of  Stptem- 
bi^rt  and,  afler  some  discussion  nn  the  part  of  MeHsrs. 
TAZEWELL.  SILSBEE, DICKERSON.  SMITH,  FOOT, 
JOHNSTON,  TYLER,  HAYNE,  PORSYTH,  and  WEB- 
STER, the  amendment  of  Mr,  TAZswati.  was  negatived 
yeas  14)  and  the  substitute  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
On  mntion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  amendments  to  the  hill 
mpplementary  to  the  several  laws  to  dispose  f>f  public 
lanii,  made  by  the  Houw  of  Representatives,  were  read 
and  considered.  The  first  was  concurred-  int  but  the 
question  being  to  concur  in  the  second,  allowing  entries 
of  flirty  acre  lots,  &c.,  Mr.  EWING  spoke  in  opposition 
thereto. 

Me.  MOORE  made  some  observations  in  favor  of  the 
principle  of  the  amendment,  but,  to  give  opportunity  for 
infivniation,  moved  to  lay  tlie  bill  on  the  table,  and  that 
the  amenrlment  be  print«l. 

Mr.  BCCRNBR  desiring  to  say  a  ftw  words  in  favor 
of  the  pulley  of  the  amendment,  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  withdrawn.  Mr.  B.  having  concluded,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MOORE  was  renewed,  and  determined  in  tlie 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — 34  to  16. 
■  Mr.  FOOT  moved  to  proceed  to  the  conrideration  of 
the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
iddiers  and  officers  of  the  revtriiutiont  but  the  ipolion  was 
negatived — veas  14,  nays  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHI'I'E,  the  Senate  prooeeded  to  the 
eoiwderation  of  exeeutire  burineaai  and,  after  Mme  time, 

A^oumed. 

FmiSAT,  Makch  30. 
THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  D1CKER30X,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
ttires,  to  which  had  been  referred,  on  the  22d  instant, 
tlic  following  subjects: 

Ist.  The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cut,  proposing 
to  repeal  the  duties  on  all  articles  of  importation  not  com- 
ing into  ctvnpetition  with  nmilar  articles  manufitctured  in 
the  United  States,  except  wines  and  silks,  and  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  these  articles. 

3d.  Mr.  WiLKiRs  moved  toamend  the  first  resolution, 
by  strikine  out  all  after  the  word  "fiirtbwith,"  and  insert- 
ing the  fuTlowing  words; 

So  far  reduced,  or  altogether  abolifched,  as  to  bring 
down  the  amount  of  the  public  revenue  to  a  sum  sufficient 
to  defray  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government 
after  tlie  psj^mcntof  the  national  debt,  as  proposed  in  the 
Ikte  report  of  the  Secretary  of      Treasury,  and  without 


a  view  to  a  surplus  revenue  for  distribution,  having  such 
regurd  as  they  may  deem  expedient  to  such  an  ultimate 
equalization  of  duties  as  will  render  them  efficient  for  the 
purposes  of  their  imposition. 

Sd.  Mr.  Hattts's  motion  to  amend  the  said  resolution, 
by  substituting  for  it  that  the  existing  duties  be  so  reduced 
that  the  amount  uf  the  public  revenue  shall  be  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  according  to 
their  present  scale,  aflertiie  payment  of  the  public  debti 
and  tliat,  allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  tbe  gi^ual  re- 
duction of  the  present  high  duties  on  the  artides  conung 
into  competition  with  similar  articles  made  or  produced 
in  the  United  States,  the  duties  be  ultimately  equalized* 
so  tluit  tlic  duties  on  no  article  shall,  as  compared  with  the 
value  of  that  article,  vary  materially  from  the  general 
average. 

4tli.  The  resolutions  introduced  by  Ur.  Poivubxtxh  od 
the  32d  December,  as  follows: 

Saokedf  That  the  Comnuttee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  thc'  expediency  of  fixing  a  rate  of  duties 
on  foreign  imports,  not  to  exceetl,  on  any  article  importrd 
Into  the  United  States,  more  (lian  twenty  per  cent,  ad  Ta> 
lorem,  and  not  to  reduce  the  duty  on  any  ai-ticle  so  im- 
ported, below  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  and  to  arrange 
Midi  duties,  having  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  so  as  to  produce  a  nett  revenue  of  DOt  leas  than 
hflfren  millions  of  dollars  anmtally. 

RcMohedt  That  the  said  committee  be  further  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  effect  and  ope- 
ration to  the  said  system  of  duties  on  the  30th  day  of  June 
next. 

5th.  The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb,  and  modi' 
fied  by  Mr.  Raatxso^r,  d'tecting  the  committee  to  inquira 
into  the  expediency  oif  reducing  the  price  of  the  publio 
lands,  and  of  transferring  them  to  tiie  States  in  which 
they  lie,  on  equitable  terms  made  the  following  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  to,repea],  in  par^  the  duties  ou  im- 
ports. 

The  Committee  on  Manufiictures  beg  leave  to  report,  in 
part,  upon  the  following  resolution  referred  to  them: 
"  That  the  existing  duties  upon  articles  imported  from 
foreign  countries,  and  not  coming  into  einnpetition 
with  similar  articles  made  or  protuiced  in  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished,  except  on 
wines  and  silks,  and  that  tliey  ought  to  be  reduCcdt** 
together  with  instructions  under  which  they  eoiiddered 
it  their  duty  to  inquir 


In  the  first  place,  how  far  it  may  be  proper  to  aboHrit 
the  duties  upon  tlie  articles  stated  in  the  resolution; 

In  the  second  place,  how  far  ttiey  may  be  abuli^hed  or 
reduced,  M  as  to  bring  do»'n  the  amount  of  the  publio 
revenue  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary  expen* 
ditures  of  the  Government  after  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt,  having  regard  **  to  audi  an  ultimate  equall* 
zation  of  duties  as  srill  render  them  effidcnt  for  the  pur> 
poses  of  their  impo^tiun;^'  which  purposes tbe  comm'.ttee 
consider  to  be,  the  raiuug  a  sufficient  revenue  for  all  the 
exigencies  of  the  Government,  and  the  giving  an  adequate 
protectiim  to  Uiose  manufactures  whicL  it  was  inteitdrd, 
uicidcntally,  to  promote  by  tlie  imposition  of  those  dutiesi 

In  the  third  place,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
reducing  the  duties  upon  all  articles  imported  from 
foreign  countries,  that  the  amount  of  public  revenue  may 
be  sufRcient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  tbe  Gorenimenl 
after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt^  and,  after  allowii^ 
a  reasonable  time  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  thc  pre- 
sent duties  upon  protected  articles,  that  "  the  duties  be 
ultimately  equ;ilized,  so  that  the  duty  on  no  article  shall, 
as  compared  with  the  value  of  that  article,  vary  materially 
from  till?  general  avepagej" 

In  thc  fourth  place,  to  inquire  into  the  .cxpectiency  **  of 
ftxitig  a  rate  of  duties  on  fiireign  imports,  iiot  to«JEeceiiL 
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on  any  titide  imported  into  the  United  States,  more  than 
twen^  per  cent,  ad  Tslorem,  and  not  to  reduce  the  duty 
en  vvf  article  to  imported,  below  ten  per  cent,  ad  nlo- 
remi  and  to  arrange  iiuch  du^ei,  bavlnp  regard  to  all  the 
great  interetu  of  the  country,  so  na  to  produce  a  nett 
revenue  of  not  leaa  than  fifteen  tnillionii  ofdoUan  annu- 
•lly,"  ancl, 

in  the  fifU)  place,  to  inquire  into  **  the  expe^eney  of 
tedudng  the  price  of  the  pnblie  buida,  and  triuuferring 
them  to  the  Statea  on  reaaonable  temw." 

This  last  aubject  is  one  of  jgrtMt  importance,  reqairtng 
an  early  consideration,  biit  upon  which  the  committee 
cannot  decide,  without  the  informalitm  on*the  public 
lands  which  lui  been  eaUtd  &>r  by  a  rewlution  of  the 
Senate. 

The  fourth  subject  ot"  inquiry  is  one  of  extreme  diffi* 
Gulty.  To  adjuait'the  revenue  with  a  maximum  and  mini- 
mum of  duties  rangini^from  twen^  to  ten  per  cent.,  and 
which  must  yield  a  revenue  of  fifteen  millioni  of  dollars 
annually,  maybe  Cbtind  to  be  impracticable,  even  if  every 
principle  of  protecting  our  llgnculture,  commerce,  and 
nununctures,  should  be  abandoned.  But  when  the  com- 
mittee, tinder  these  restrictions  and  limitations,  are 
instriicted  to  make  sucji  adjustment,  *■  having  regard  lo 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,"  they  perceive  that 
the  task  is  much  beyond  their  strength,  and  must  express  an 
opinion  that  it  would  be  mezpedient  to  attempt  auch  an 
adjustment  of  our  revenue.  • 

1%e  third  subject  of  inquiry  ia  confined  to  tlw  expe* 
diency  of  abandoning  the  policy  heretofore  pursued,  of 
aStirding  incidenttd  protection  to  our  commerce,  i^ri* 
culture,  and  miinuractures,  by  the  imposition  of  h'gheror 
lower  duties,  as  circumstances  might  require,  and  of  gra* 
dually  withdrawing  that  protection  by  so  equalizing  the 
duties  that  the  dtity  on  .no  article  shall  vary  materially 
ironi  the  general  average. 

XJpon  tlua  depends  the  whole  protectiTe  mtem,  vhidt 
cannot  be  sustained  under  this  proposed  average  of 
duties.  Such  an  average  has  never  yet  been  introduced 
into  the  fiscal  code  of  any  commerdal  or  manufacturing 
nation.  It  would,  if  adopted  as  a  principle  of  our  re- 
venue laws,  interfere  with  the  power  of  promoting,  un- 
der low  duties,  the  importation  of  articdes  necessary  for 
promotii^  the  Industry  of  the  cmmtry,  and  of  diiootiraging 
the  importadon  of  luxuries  by  inponn|>  high  duties-  It 
would  uiterf«re  with  the  power  of  counteracting  the  re- 
guladona  of  foreign  nations  injurious  to  onr  commerce, 
agriculture,  or  manufactures;  and,  as  a  measure  of  re- 
venue  alone,  it  preselita  no  advanta^  over  the  present 
r/ilan.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
Inexpedient  to  adopt  this  principle  of  a  general  average  of 
duties  as  the  baus  of  our  revenue  laws. 

As  to  the  second  subject  of  inquiry,  the  committee  are 
tii  t^inion  that  the  duties  now  imposed  upon  Imports 
may  be  to  redueed  or  abolished,  that  the  revenue  will 
not  be  more  than  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Go- 
vernment aAer  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt;  tiiat  a 
large  part  of  this  reduction  may  take  place  by  the  total 
abot.tioa  of  duties  upon  many  articles,  and  the  partial 
repeal  of  the  duties  upon  many  others,  nOt  produced  or 
nenulactured  in  this  country,  or  which  do  not  reqtdre  the 
protection  of  our  lawst  and  a  part,  by  reducing  the  duties 
upon  protected  artieles,  by  such  modifications  and  ar- 
nuigementa  as  will  secure  to  ^em  a  support  equivalent  to 
that  which  our  laws  now  afford  them.  But  they  are  of 
opinion  that  no  ultimate  equalization  of  duties  can  be 
adopted,  witliout  the  most  eetious  injury  to  the  country, 
which  shall  leave  our  manufiictarcs  without  an  adequate 
proteotion. 

To  correct  tuch  parta  of  our  kvs  as  impose  unneces- 
iny  burdena,  and  to  reduce  (v  modify  the  duties  in  caaea 
vhcre  it  may  be  done  withont  imury  to  our  manufiieture^ 
is  a  subjcet  tS  inQiuiy  wh'nh  vUI  oecupy  tbcnost  serious 


attention  of  the  committee.  But  a  bill  so  redudng  and 
modifying  duties,  if  not  subject  to  objections  on  eon> 
stitutiond  grounds,  u  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  wfaieh 
can  only  orifrinate  in  the  House  of  BepreaentaUves,  will 
require  much  investigation,  which  the  committee  will  be- 
stow upon  it  with  sll  the  diligence  which  their.other  india< 
pensable  duties  will  permit. 

As  to  the  first  subject  of  inquiry,  d>ove  stated,  it  is 
one  more  simple  in  its  character,  and  leaa  embarrasaed  Witt 
difficulties,  than  the  others,  and  one  which  lias  already 
received  a  tiiomuirh  investigation  in  the  Senate. 

The  line  of  distinction  between  articles  which  are  pro- 
duced and  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  those  which 
are  not,  is  easily  drswnt  and  there  is  no  difficultv  in  dis- 
criminating the  articles  which  have  received  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Government,  from  those  which  have  not 

The  committrt  have  selected  certain  articles  of  import 
not  coming  into  competition  with  rimikraTticln  produced 
or  manufactured  in  this  country,  contained  in  the  bill 
herewith  reported,  upon  which  they  recommend  an  en- 
tire abolition  of  the  duties,  unless  imported  in  foreign 
vessels,  or,  as  it  respects  a  part  of  them,  from  places  not 
beyond  the  Cupe  of  Good  Hope. 

The  reduction  of  the  revenue,  by  the  reped  of  the  du- 
ties upon  theie  articles,  although  many  of  them  are  of  but 
little  importance,  will  probably,  in  tiie  aggregate,  amount 
to  $5,660,000,  which,  added  to  the  reductions  of  dotle* 
upon  articles  not  contained  in  thia  bill,"  and  which  may  be 
made  witiimtt  injunr  to  our  manuftcture%  agriculture,  or 
commerce,  will,  it  is  confidently  beBeved,  leduce  oar  re- 
venue to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

The  reductions  proposed  fall  chiefly  upon  articles  of 
general  consumption,  as  teas,  coffee,  dnigs,  and  oUters, 
which  are  now  considered  as  necessaries  or  life.  A  small 
portion  of  them  fall  upon  articles  of  luxury,  which  may 
be  struck  from  the  bill,  riiould  it  be  thottf^t  adviHb1& 
without  dinunishing,  to  any  conriderable  extent,  the  total 
amount  of  reduction  n  above  staled. 

Tl)e  following  statement  will  show  the  estimates  of  re- 
dnctiona  nf  duties  under  this  bill-  These  estimates  ar* 
made  from  the  best  information  in  poesesiion  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  from  an  examination  of  importotims  Tor  the 
last  four  or  five  ^eara. 

On  teas  of  all  kinds,    -      -      -       -  - 

cofl^e,  

spices  of  all  kind^  ...      -  - 
fruits  of  all  kinds,  -      -  ... 
-  indigo, 

cocoa,  gums,  dye  stuffs,  medicines,  dnigs, 
Bponsrea,  India  rubber,  horns  andtip*,  - 
parts  of  watches,  tin  in  phtes  or  sheets, 
bolting  cloths,  corks,  bristles,  brass  in 
plates  and  sheets,  .... 
crude  saltpetre,  quicksilver,  linseed,  rape- 
seed,  and  hempwed  oil,  and  flax, 
cutlasses,  dirka,  and  sabre?, 'epaulets  and 
wings  of  gold  and  silver,  macaroni, 
millstones,  aextiints  and  quadrants,  spy 
glasses,  telescopes,  paintings  and  draw- 
ings, respecting  which  the  committee 
have  no  returns  or  papers  by  which  to 
regulate  their  estimate,  but  wineh  th^ 
believe  may  be  safely  estimated  at,       •  S5|000 
other  artides  in  the  bill,  but  nOthere  enu- 
merated,  3,000 


«3,060,000 
3,390,000 
1JO,000 
300,000 
100,000 

soo,coo 


130,000 
99,000 


$5,660,000 

The  report  and  bill  hating  been  read, 

Mr.  FORSTTH  observed  that  the  eomnuttee,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  had  misunderatood  the  tentimenta  of  the 
Senate,  in  referriAg  the  several  subjeet/  to  them  on  the 
93d  instant,  from  the  partial  report  they  had  made.  So 
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for  M  he  had  umlentood  the  Mntimenti  of  the  Senate 
on  that  occanon,  they  looked  to  lee  the  whole  subject  in 
all  i  tf  relations  presented  to  their  riew  before  they  should 
be  called  to  act  on  it  again.  He,  for  one,  was  not^sposed 
to  take  up  the  subject  again  until  the  whole  was  laid  beftve 
them)  and  in  order  more  distinctly  to  aacertun  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  with  regard  to  the  reference  that  had  been 
nude  to  the  Committee  on  ManufUcturesi  he  would  move 
to  recratunit  the  bill,  with  an  understanding  ^at  it  should 
remain  with  ti>e  committee  until  they  were  prepared  to 
reportonallttiepropontiona  tliathad  been  referred  to  tliem. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  remarked  that  a  motion  tore- 
commit  would  not  be  in  order  until  the  bill  bad  received 
a  lecotid  reading. 

Ur.  MILLER  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time  by  its  titlei  and  tliia  motion  having  been  agreed  to  by 
unanimous  consent,  the  bill  recnved  its  second  reading}  and 

Mr.  FORSYTH  renewed  his  motion  to  recommit  it  to 
the  same  committee. 

llr.  DICKEUSOX  thought  it  strange  that  any  Senator 
should  have  expected  a  report,  at  this  time,  from  the  com- 
mittee, embracmg  the  whole  subject  of  the  tarilT.  When 
the  discussion  upon  the  reference  took  place,  it  was  said 
that  the  committee  would  report,  as  soon  as  possible,  a 
bill  embracing  the  subjects  included  in  the  resolution  t  and 
when  he  [Mr.  D.]  was  appealed  to,  and  asked  if  that  would 
not  he  the  case,  he  answered  distinctly  that,  as  one  of  the 
committee,  he  i^ouldbe  in  favor  of  such  a  report,  as  soon 
as  it  could  conveniently  be  madet  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
en^iaeii^the  articles  upon  whidi  it  would  be  expedient 
to  repeal  the  duties  totally,  m  one  bill,  and  those  on  which 
it  would  be  expedient  to  repeal  the  duties  in  part,  in  ano- 
thert  tliat  the  committee  would  proceed  diligently  to  in- 
Testigate  the  subject  of  reducing  and  modifying  duties, 
but  that  it  was  one  of  difficulty,  reqtilring  time;  that  we 
expected  infurmation  upon  the  subject  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  he  could  obtain  it  from 
■gents  in  different  parts,  appointed  by  liim  for  making  the 
Mocasaiy  iiiquine%  when  the  comnuttee  would  be  pre- 
pared to  nake  a  farther  report  on  this  subject,  applicable 
to  such  a  bill  as  ve  may  receive  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
■cntatives,  where  such  bills  generally  originate,  or  to  one 
wluch  may  be  reported  to  the  Senate.  But  as  to  articles 
upon  which  there  may  be  a  total  repeal  of  duties,  there  is 
less  need  of  information:  the  subject  has a!i-eady  been  dis- 
cussed  tat  a  month,  without  coming  to  any  result.  It  is 
timetotct  more  deanvely  upon  a  bill  than  we  have  done, 
oreouM  do,  upon  a  general  proposition.  Thesesnon  is 
tvchChirds  gone,  and  nothing  done.  It  was  deemed  pro- 
per to  report  this  bill  as  soon  as  posuble,  that  it  may  be 
pobliahea  for  the  information  of  the  public,  from  whom 
wc  are  undoubtedly  to  receive  instructions  as  to  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  retaining  many  of  the  items  in  tlie 
Dill.  He  had  uo  doubt  but  that  it  would  be  found  expe- 
£ent  to  strike  out  seTeral  articles,  and  insert  others. 
From  what  he  had  heard  vHthin  a  few  minutes  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  duty  upon  Unseed  oil  should  not  be  re- 
duced. Tlie  information  we  shall  receive  in  a  few  days 
after  thisbtU  shall  be  pubfislied,  will  eimble  the  Senate  to 
nuke  the  proper  amendmenta.  It  was  said,  upon  tlie  re- 
ference, that  a  bill  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  would 
he  preferable  to  the  resection,  as  the  latter  would  give 
us  something  in  a  tangible  diape— something  upon  which 
we  could  oome  to  a  nnal  result. 

The  committee  supposed  themsetves  to  be  in  the  line  of 
their  duty  by  reporting,  in  part,  the  bill  now  presented, 
which  is  not  neccwHry,  connected  with  the  other  subjects 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  FORSYl'H,  in  reply,  said  he  did  not  wish  at  that 
time  to  argue  the-questiun  he  had  presented  to  the  connde- 
ration  of  tiie  Senate.  All  he  wanted  was  to  ascertain  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  in  reference  to  the  partial  report  just 
received  IVom  the  committee)  and  whether  that  report  ww 


in  eonformi^  with  Ibeir  instructions.  He  had  one  remark, 
however,  to  make  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey.  The  answer  given  by  that  gentleman  as  churman 
of  the  committee,  was,  after  thereniaal  of  the  Senate,  to 
strike  out  the  princqMl  part  of  the  readotion  of  the  Sen^ 
tor  from  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose  f>f  inserting  a  aubsti^ 
tute,  and  before  the  reference  of  the  four  other  propo^ 
tions  had  been  made. 

Mr.  HAYSE  said  it  was  impossible  not  to  lee  that  thb 
bill  amounted  to  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  propoMtian 
that  the  tariff  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  take  on  Ae  du> 
ties  entirely  from  "the  articles  which  do  not  ctune  nils 
competition  with thoae  manufactured  in  the  United  States;** 
and  to  leave  the  dutiea  on  all  other  artklea  untouched,  h 
was,  in  fact,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky, [Mr.  Ci.1T,]  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  bill,  with  this 
exception,  that  whereas  the  resolution  proposed  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties  to  the  amount  of  S7,000,0(>0,  thia  bill  goes 
only  to  the  extent  of  (5,660,000,  in  which  respect  K  was 
worse  than  the  resolution  itself.  Thisdifferencehadansen 
from  the  rejection  from  the'listof  articles  to  come  in  duty 
free,  of  wines,  laces,  silks,  velvets,  and  perfumery,  whin 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr.  DicKsasoa]  candidly 
confesses  were  stricken  out  to  avoid  the  clsmor  which 
would  have  attended  a  proposition  to  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion these  articles  of  luxury— consumed  only  by  the  weal- 
thy-— while  cottons,  woollens,  iron,  and  other  necessaries 
of^  life,  consumed  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  were  to  con- 
tinue  subject  to  the  enormous  duties  now  imposed  apon 
them.  But  the  gcHtleman  saya^  if  we  will  move  to  exempt 
these  articles  of  luxury,  the  committee  will  have  noobjee- 
tiontoputthem  into  the  bill.  Sir,  weshall  make  no  such 
motion  t  since  nothing  could  be  more  inconwstent  with  all 
our  notions  of  a  wise  and  liberal  policy,  or  more  abhorrent 
to  our  sense  of  common  justice,  than  so  to  adjust  the  tsxes, 
as  to  exempt  luxuries— consumed  only  by  the  rich— from 
taxation,  and  to  throw  the  whole  of  the  burden  upon  the 
necessaries  <^  life,  indispensable  to  the  poor. 

It  is  the  pUn  de«^  of  this  bill,  Mr.  President,  to  re- 
strict the  action  of  Congress,  during  the  present  iciaon, 
to  an  abolition  of  the  dutiea  on  the  unprotected  articles.  It 
is  as  clear  as  the  tun  at  noonday— 4ie  that  runs  may  read— 
the  true  object  of  this  propoution.  The  unprotected  and 
protected  articles  are  to  be  kept  separate;  and  the  former 
to  be  first  acted  on,  in  order  to  preserve  tiie  protectira 
system  unimpatred;  and  if  we  can  only  be  persuaded  to 
pass  tlus  bill,  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  any  further  reduo- 
tion  during  the  present  Msmn.  Sir,  is  it  panble  for 
any  one  to  misunderstand  the  i^ect  in  view?  Why  aepa- 
rate  the  protected  from  the  unprotected  articles,  if  it  is 
really  intended  to  actupon  both?  What  arethe  pretexts 
urged  as  an  excuse  for  pursuingthis  course?  Why,  tho 
chairman  of  the  committee  tells  us  that  they  are  not  pre- 
pared,  at  present,  to  say  what  reductions,  if  any,  can  be 
made  on  the  protected  articlesi  and  he  fears  that  the  de- 
lay which  may  arise  in  obtaining  tlie  necessary  informs 
tion,  might  prevent  any  reduction  from  being  made  even 
in  the  unprotected  articles,  should  the  committee  wait 
until  this  information  can  be  had. '  Now,  iftiiis  delay  isto 
prevent  the  reduction  of  duties  on  the  unprotected  arti* 
cles,  must  it  notslsopreventthc  reduction  on  the  protect- 
ed articles'  The  object  of  the  committee,  then,  moat 
manifestly  is,  to  secure  a  reduction  on  the  fomner,  and  ta 
leave  the  latter  to  all  the  viciisitudca  of  time  and  dwBce. 

But  it  seems  the  eommittee  have  made  up  their  nrindi 
on  one  branch  of  the  subject,  and  so  Air  are  ready  to  act. 
Yes,  sir,  and  if  we  consent  to  such  action,  I  apprdiend 
they  will  not  be  found  ready  to  act  upon  the  other  branch 
of  the  subject  during  the  present  sesuon.  Sir,  I  protest 
against  this  separation  of  two  branches  of  the  same  sub- 
ject, so  intimately  connected.  We  must  take  up  the  whole 
subject  at  the  sune  time,  or  we  shall  never  be  aUetoBake 
a  satisfactory  ac^usiment  of  the  tariff. 
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But  the  Stimtor  from  Nev  Jertejr  has  another  retMn 
for  ae6ag  separately  cm  the  protected  and  unprotected  ar- 
ticle*. He  doubts  the  constitutional  power  or  the  Senate 
to  originate  a  bill  reducing  duties,  while  he  has  no  doubt 
whatever  of  their  right  to  originate  a  bill  repealing  duties; 
fae  thinks,  therefore,  the  Senate  may  act  so  far  as  the  un- 

£rotected  articles  are  concerned,  but  that  they  cannot  act 
I  relation  to  the  protected  articles.  What  becomes  then 
of  the  promise  held  out  to  va,  that,  as  soon  at  information 
is  obtained,  the  committee  will  present  ui  a  bill  to  reduce 
the  duties  on  the  protected  articles?  Does  the  gentleman 
mean  toreportua  an  unconstitutional  bill,  on  which,  of 
course,  we  are  not  to  be  suffered  to  act?  Sir,  the  prohi- 
bition in  the  constitution  against  the  originating  of  billsfor 
rainngrevenue  in  the  Senate,  either  applies  to  this  propo- 
Mtion  to  repeal  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles,  or  it 
can  have  no  application  to  the  propoution  fbr  reducing 
duties  on  the  protected  articles.  The  genileman'sconsti. 
totional  tcnipln  are  most  convenient  ones;  they  oppose 
no  law  to  taking  0?  duties  which  affect  the  manu'raciures, 
but  eoroe  in  to  his  aid  when  duties  are  to  be  taken  off 
wluch  operate  as  bounties  to  their  industry.  If  there  be 
•n^  fi>rce  in  this  objection,  it  would  only  prove  the  pro- 
pnety  of  the  Senate's  not  acting  at  all  on  this  subject  un- 
til we  receive  a  bill  from  the  other  House;  for  surely  if  we 
can  only  act  partially  and  unjustly,  we  Iwd  better  not  act 
still.  But,  sir,  what  are  we- to  think  of  these  objections 
urged  by  the  diurman  of  the  committee,  against  our  un* 
dcrtsking  to  act  on  the  protected  articles,  because  on 
them  the  duties  are  only  to  be  reduced,  and  not  entirely 
abolish^,  when,  in  the  very  bill  which  he  hss  here  report- 
ed, he  has  introduced  several  of  the  prntected  articles, 
and  has  actually  proposedto  reduce  and  not  to  abolish  the 
duties  upon  them.  Here,  urfisaproviuon  that  teas,  when 
imported  from  any  places  not  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  shall  pay  a  duty  of  ten  cents  per  pound— and  all  the 
articles  inserted  in  the  bill,  when  not  imported  ■■iu  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,"  are  to  be  subjected  to  duties — 
so  tJiat  the  whole  bill,  in  point  of  fact,  merely  provides  for 
the  reduction  or  abolition  of  duties  in  certain  cases.  Be- 
sides, look  at  the  protected  articles  inserted  in  this  bill. 
Here  are  **  feathers,  ox  horns,  millstones,  indigo,"  and  a 
number  of  other  articles,  which  come  directly  into  **  com* 

Grtition  with  similar  articles  made  or  produced  in  the 
nited  States."  How  comes  it  that  the  duties  on  these 
are  to  be  taken  off?  Is  it  not  that  they  are  articles,  the 
duties  on  which  fiill  heavily  upon  the  manufacturers;  and, 
tlierefore,  the  taxes  must  betaken  off?  Let  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  point  out,  if  he  can,  why  iiidi^  may 
be  introduced  into  tliis  bill,  but  iron  may  not.  Indigo  is  a 
production  of  South  Carolina— iron  of  New  Jersey.  Thus, 
sir,  do  all  the  reasons  urged  by  tlie  chairman,  for  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee,  vanish  into  air. 

But  the  proposed  plan  of  acting  separately,  on  the  pro- 
tected and  unprotected  articles,  is  not  more  objectionable 
than  the  mode  of  action  proposed  in  this  bill.  The  duties 
on  the  former  articles  are  to  remain  substantially  as  they 
are,  while  the  duties  on  the  latter  are  to  be  totally  repeal- 
ed. And  this,  we  are  told,  is  merely  a  just  discrimination 
between  these  two  classes  of  articles:  and  who  is  there,  it 
is  asked,  ^t  detues  to  Congress  the  right  to  discriminate? 
Tes,  sir,  the  dtserimdnation  proposed  is,  to  relieve  wie  daas 
entirely  fVom  taxation,  and  to  levy  tiie  wliole  amount  upon 
the  otiiert  and  gentlemen  express  no  little  astonishment 
that  we  do  not  receive  this  as  a  gfreat  concession,  and  ea- 
gerly embrace  so  just  and  libend  a  compromise.  The 
point  in  dispute  is,  the  policy,  justice,  and  constitutionality 
of  the  protecting  system.  Againstthc  duties  im]iosed  for 
protection,  the  South  most  earnestly  protests,  while  not  a 
voice  has  ever  been  raised  agunst  tite  duties  imposed 
merelj  for  revenue;  and  tt  is  gravely  proposed  to  settle 
the  contrgverqr,  by  repealing  all  the  revenue  duties,  leav* 
ingtb*  protecting  dubssiutouchad.   On  the  artiolss  em- 


braced  irithia  bill,  evcrjrclaasinthecommuni^iaodevcr^ 
section  of  tlie  countty,  pajr  their  Air  proportiou  ofthetasi 
while,  on  the  protected  aitide^  the  tax  imposed  upon  the 
agricultural  States  operates  as  a  bounty  to  the  manu&o- 
turing  States;  and,  by  way  of  compromise  and  concession, 
it  is  gravely  proposed  to  relieve  entirely  from  taxation 
every  article  on  which  the  tax  operates  equally  upon  their 
different  interests,  and  to  tnnsfet  the  whole  burden  df 
supporting  the  Government  upon  those  articles,  tiie  duties 
tjpon  which  operate  as  a  tax  upon  one  section,  and  a  boun- 
ty upon  the  other. 

Whst  a  solemn  farce,  Mr.  President,  are  gentlemen  at- 
tempting to  play  off  ill  the  fuce  of  an  intelligent  people. 
For  ten  years  have  the  entire  South  been  petitioning, 
remonstrating,  and  protesting  against  theimusticeand  ine- 
quality of  a  syktein,  which,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dianu> 
facturers,  imposes  a  tax  to  nearly  equal  &fly  per  cent  on 
every  forngn  article  which  they  receive  in  ezdiai^  for 
their  productions.  They  show  you,  Uiat,  for  the  purpuseof 
giving  bounties  to  the  manu&cttirers  of  sugar  and  salt,  of 
iron,  and  cottons,  and  wnolleii%  &e.  thi^are  taxed  tonear 
one-half  of  the  value  of  all  the  necessaries  And  convenien* 
cies  of  life  which  enter  into  their  own  cmumption,  or  for 
wh^ch  they  exchange  their  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  and 
they  call  upon  you,  with  one  voice,  now  that  the  pubLe 
debt  is  about  to  be  pud  off,  to  relieve  them  from  this  most 
unjus^  unequal,  and  oppressive  system.  And  wlist  re- 
drrsstsit  now  proposed  to  give  them?  IjOok  attliis  bill, 
and  read  the  answer.  .  Yes,  sir,  the  Southera  people  are 
here  told  that  if  tliey  will  only  consent  to  continue  to  pajr 
their  duties  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  Northern  manufacturers, 
tlicy  shall  be  permitted  to  import  "alum,  and  figs,  and 
dates,  and  nutmegs,  capers- and  corks,  franUncense  and 
gamb(^,  bristles,  and  horns,  and  tips,"  and  a  hundred 
other  similar  articles,  duty  free.  I  tmSt,  nr,  that  this  biU 
win  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  said.  Uiere  is  no  justice  in  the  ehar^ 
that  the  committee  have  deceived  the  Senate,  or  have  mis- 
led a  single  member  of  it.  They  were  explicit  in  ex- 
pressing  their  opinions  wl>en  the  reference  was  made. 
There  is  a  good  reason  for  separat'iig  the  articles  which 
are  to  be  considered  as  protected,  from  those  which  are 
not.  If  the  whole  were  reported  in  one  bill,  still  they 
would  be  in  sepai-ate  sections.  By  combining  tliem,  we 
may  produce  diseusrions  which  will  only  end  witit  theses- 
sion:  by  separating  them,  we  may  act  upon  both.  But 
this  attempt  to  separate  these  classes  of  articles  does  not 
originate  with  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  Here  is 
a  report,  of  last  session,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
repealing  the  duties  upon  nearly  all  the  articles  contained 
in  the  bill  now  reported,  and  many  others,  with  a  refluc- 
tion  of  duties  upon  many  articles,  but  not  upon  the  wool- 
lens, cottons,  glass,  iron,  or  sugar.  The '  Committee  on 
Rnanoe  have,  therefore,  lent  the  weight  of  their  authority 
in  drawing  this  line  of  diiitiiwtion.  In  the  bill  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  finance  will  be  found  many  articles  of  luxury, 
as  cashmere  shawls  and  laces,  pearl  and  mother  of  pearl, 
made  free  of  duty,  wh!ch  are  omitted  in  the  bill  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufuctures;  but  these  may  be  added,  should  it 
be  deemed  expedient.  It  is  said  that  the  duty  upon  indigo 
and  crude  saltpetre  riioitld  not  be  repealed.  Indigo  may  be 
struck  from  the  IhU,  and  esahmere  duvls  and  laces  iniro. 
duced  t  crude  saltpetre  may  be  struck,  and  pearl  and  mother 
of  pearl  introduced.  As  to  the  indigo,  it  rested  with  the 
gentlemen  fmm  the  South  to  s«y  whether  it  should  he  sttb* 
jectto  the  present  duty  or  not.  If  either  of  the  Senators 
from  South  Carolina  would  move  to  strike  it  from  tlie  bill, 
he  believed  every  member  of  the  committee  would  vote 
in  favor  of  the  motion.  It  was  understood  from  gentle- 
men from  the  South,  that  no  attempt  to  raise  indigo  would 
be  made.  It  was  also  understood,  from  the  rc^n  in 
wluch  crude  ssltpetie  vasproduced,that  tliere  was  no  wish 
thera  that  tlie  du^  on  this  article  should  be  jBontiwicd. 
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IC  in  th«te,  the  cnnunittee  htve  been  minnfOTmed,  the 
corrective  U  natly  applied. 

The  doubt  expresKd  In  tlie  report,  of  the  power  of  the 
Senate  to  orif^ni>te  a  bill  for  re^ilmting;  the  tariff,  was  not 
the  reason  offered  for  not  reporting  on  a  great  variety  of 
nibjecta  on  which  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  reduce 
and  modi^  the  duties;  but  the  difficulty  of  the  tasic,  the 
time  required  to  perform  it,  the  propriety  of  waiting  for 
the  information  upon  the  mbject  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  TretMiry  ia  now  collecting.  Besides,  it  was  expected 
tiiat  we  should  have  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
fires  containinff  general  modifications  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to  aay,  he  had  been  op- 
posed, in  the  committee,  to  the  report  of  the  bill  which 
tt  is  moved  to  refer  back  to  the  same  committee.  He 
would  vote  for  the  recommitment,  because  he  thousfht  it 
Wasthaaenaeofthe  Senate  that  the  variauatubjectBre£rred 
to  the  committee,  tocher  with  thf.  resdutions  of  the  Se- 
nator fVom  Kentuckyt  required  to  be  conndered  m  con- 
nexion with  each  other;  they  were  intended  to  embrace 
Uie  entire  subject  of  our  protective  nnd  fiscal  policy. 
There  could  be  no  reason  to  refer  thp  public  lands  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  except  its  connexion  with 
the  reduction  of  duties  to  the  propfcr  standard.  He  had 
contended,  in  the  committee,  that,  as  the  Senate  had  for 
a  Ion;  time  this  mbject  under  coitiideration,  and  a  pro- 
tracted debate  had  taken  place  on  the  reaolutioos  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  instructing  tiie  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  report  specifically  whattlie  present  bill  contains; 
and  as  the  Senate  had,  at  t)ie  very  moment,  a  question 
which  was  about  to  be  taken  on  this  specific  pi-opos*tion, 
referred  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, that  it  was  a  virtual  and  implied  instruction  to  that 
committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  wliote  subject, 
so  that  the  whole  mif^t  be  berorc  the  Senate  at  one  time, 
in  one  report.  Tn  this  he  wAs  overruled  by  a  majority  of 
the  committee.  He  still  thnu'f^ht  that  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  had  expected,  when  this  matter  was  reft^'ed,  that 
the  committee  would  report  on  the  entire  subject.  He 
was,  himself,  m  favor  oi  the  reference  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, one  not  organized  to  sustwn  a  particular  interest, 
which  was  the  cliaraeter  of  tlie  Committee  on  Manufitc- 
tures.  As  this  involved  conflicting  interests,  and  compre- 
hended the  most  iipporlant  and  delicate  questions,  he 
thought  a  committee  to  whom  it  should  be  referred,  oujriit 
to  be  constituted  on  a  different  basis  from  tiie  manufac- 
turing committee.  He  coniudered  this  a  packed  com- 
mittee. No  one  could  doubt,  from  the  component 
materials  thereof,  what  would  be  its  report.  It  was 
instituted  to  sustain  the  manufacturing  interests,  and  he 
Argued  it  was  an  improper  committee  to  have  other-inte- 
rests referred  to  it.  Bu^  as  tlie  entire  system  of  policy 
eompriaing  protection  and  finance  had  been  referred,  he 
regarded  this  as  an  implied  instruction  to  the  committee 
to  report  upon  the  whole  in  connexion;  and  he  considered 
that  the  committee,  in  returning  this  partial  bill,  carrying 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  original  instructions  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  contrary,  as  he  thought,  to  the  in- 
tent of  the  majority  in  this  reference,  ou^t  not  to  be 
sustained.  It  was  puttingthewillof  thehi^erandgreat- 
er  authority  at  defiance;  it  was  in  contempt  of  the  will  of' 
the  majori^  of  the  Senate;  and  it  was  for  them  to  reform 
the  error,  unless  it  was  meant  now  to  sustain  the  princi- 

file  contained  in  the  original  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
rom  Kentucky.  He  certainly  did  not'  understand  that 
this  was  the  object  or  design  of  the  Senate.  The  various 
views  taken  by  tlie  flifferent  Senators  who  took  part  in 
the  debate  on  the  question  of  reference,  clearly  proved 
that  the  isolated  propontion  of  the  Senator  from  Ken< 
tocfcy  did  not  accord  with  their  views. 

Kr.  SMITH  commented  on  the  scruples  of  the  ehi^r- 
mtn  of  the  Committee  on  HannfiictuFe^  u  to  die  comtt- 


tuttonal  riglit  of  the  Senate  to  ori^nate  a  bill  for  the  re* 
duction  ofduties.  It  was  a  new  tlnng  to  him  that  the  Se- 
nate  had  not  the  right  to  Institute  such  a  bill.  He  was  not 
altogether  sure  that  the  Senate  had  not  the  power  to  insti- 
tute a  bill  to  make  revenue.  But  with  regard  tothescru* 
pies  of  the  gentleman  who  had  found  no  difficulty  in  re- 
porting- a  bill  to  repeal  duties,  he  could  see  no  difference 
as  regarded  the  principle  involved  between  a  tHit  to  re- 
peal and  a  bill  to  reduce  dutiea.  Mr.  8.  dfd  not  think 
the  committee  had  complied  with  the  inatructicmB  of  Ibe 
Senate,  by  makmg  only  a  partial  report  on  the  aevcml 
subjects  referred  to  them.  When  the  subject  was  last 
untitrr  discussion,  and  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  reference,  he  had  contended  that  the  committee 
would  be  bound  to  report  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
resuhition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  and  to  obviate 
that  difTiculry,  which  he  fully  believed  was  understood  on 
all  hands,  one  propontion  after  another  was  made  and 
adopted,  in  order  that  the  committee  might  have  all  the 
various  interests  of  different  sections  of  the  country  before 
them,  and  not  be  trammelled  by  tlie  ungle  propofltion  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  which  it  Seemed  alotie  they 
had  acted  on.  He  was  entirety  in  favor  of  a  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  strenuously  opposed  tn  acting  on  the 
sinjrie  subject  it  presented — a  reduction  of  dutiea.  Let 
tliat  bill  but  pan,  and  my  word  for  it,  said  Mr.  S-,  you  will 
never  be  able  to  get  anotlier  one  for  the  reduction  of  du- 
ties on  the  protectetl  ardclea  of  importatien.  Ur.  8. 
recounted  many  articles  of  importation  consumed  by 
the  poorer  classes,  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill,  though  not 
manufiictured,  or  only  partially  so,  iii  the  Dnited  Stattes— 
bombasins,  stuff  goods,  baizes;  and  he  supposed  the  com- 
mittee did  not  propose  a  repeal  of  (he  duties  on  tliem,  for 
fear  it  would  interrere  with  some  articles  of  American  ma- 
nu&cture  that  might  answer  as  a  substitute  fortlicm.  Tlie 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  propoaed  a  r«- 
duetbn  of  the  dutiea  on  wines  and  alks;  and  he  had  pro- 
posed to  the  committee  a  repeal  uf  the  duties  on  wines  and 
silks  brought  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  He 
saw  natliing  of  these  in  the  bill;  and  this  was,  perhaps^ 
because  the  committee  was  waiting  fiir  the  bill  from  tlie 
other  House,  (for  we  are  bound,  said  he,  by  the  French 
treafy,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  their  wines  and  silks,)  at 
thc;)r  were  restrained  by  the  constitutional  scruples  of  tbeir 
chairman.  After  taking  a  financial  view  of  the  efl'ecta  >»• 
tended  by  the  bill,  tiie  small  reduction  it  would  make  of 
tiie  revenue,  compared  with  the  amount  of  reduction  that 
ouglit  to  follow  the  payment  of  tlie  national  debt;  and  the 
pai-tial  relief  that  would  be  afforded  by  a  repeal  of  the  du* 
ties  on  articles  the  greater  part  of  which  were  not  uf  ne- 
cessai-}-  and  geneAl  consumption,  Mr.  S.  concluded  by 
saying  that  he  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  parlia- 
mentary career,  knew  a  committee  to  step  out  of  Uie  line 
of  their  duty,  and  report  so  partial  a  bill,  after  having 
been  so  fiilly  instructed.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  in- 
ducement of  the  Senators  from  the  new  States  to  vote  for 
the  reference,  but  the  proposition  to  consider  and  report 
on  the  subject  cff  the  pubhc  landtf?  The  bill  leaves  us, 
said  Mr.  8.,  exactly  where  we  were  before  the  refer- 
ence was  made;  or,  indeed,  we  mig^t  as  well,  he  said, 
have  patted  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
in  the  first  instance,  without  the  subsei|iient  amendmenb^ 
and  received  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  a  biirsinular 
to  ihe  one  before  us.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufiictures  had  nearly  gained  one  object  that  he  had 
been  trying  for  years  to  accomplish.  The  bill  exactlj'  an- 
swered his  purpose;  if  passed,  it  would  leave  a  surplus  (rf 
ten  millions  in  the  treasury-,  to  be  divided  among  the  State! 
according  to  the  plan  proposed,  and  so  zealously  advocat- 
ed by  tiie  gentleman  some  years  ago. 

Mr.  CLAY  considered  the  quntum  before  Die  Senate 
as  one  of  vital  importance.  It  was  nothir^  more  nor  leas 
than  whether  we  ^lall  abandon  the  policy  so  hmf  par- 
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sued,  and  which  hnd  prodticed  tuch  unezairpletl  prospe- 
rity throughout  the  country.  The  question  before  the 
Senate  involved  the  fate  of  the  protecting  system.  It  was 
not  a  question  to  he  carried  by  atoi-m,  by  arraijfning  the 
committee  which  Iiad  reported  this  bill  as  a  packed  com- 
mittee, instituted  to  protect  a  particular  interest.  So  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  repelled  the  charge  with  indig- 
nation, and  asserted  that  the  committee  had  acted  ia  strict 
conformity  with  its  instruclions.  What,  heaaked,  ivnsthe 
duty  of  the  committee^  Tlie  Senate  had  referred  to  them 
a  variety  of  subjects,  and  left,  them  to  consider  how,  when, 
and  what  number  of  blDs  they  should  report.  No  particu- 
lar instructions,  with  regurd  to  these  particulars,  liad  been 
given;  the  committee  were  lefl  to  act  according  to  their 
own  sense  of  propriety  and  understanding  of  the  several 
proportions  given  them  !n  charge-  It  was  not  for  him  to 
inquire  what  had  been  the  sense  of  individual  membersof 
the  Senate  in  voting  for  Uie  refcrcncej  it  was  enough  for 
him  to  take  the  order  of  the  Senate*  and  act  on  it,  either 
in  whole  or  In  part,  as  his  best  judgment  dictated.  This 
the  committee  had  done;  tlicy  h;ul  reported  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances permitted  them  at  that  time;  and  he  contend- 
ed that  neither  order,  umplicity,  or  propriety  would  have 
been  consulted  by  a  contrary  course.  Mr.  C.  urged  many 
reasons  why  the  committee  ahould  not  have  nude  a  more 
extended  report  at  that  time.  Why  was  it  that  many  gen- 
tlemen had  forborne  to  speak  while  the  resolution  he  had 
submitted  was  under  discussion?  it  waa  a  mere  ^stract 
proposition,  said  ttiey,  the  discussion  of  which  can  tend  to 
no  valuable  result.  Give  ur,  they  said,  a  bill;  something  tan- 
gible— something  that  we  can  applaud  or  condemn,  amend 
or  reject,  and  then  a  discussion  will  be  proper.  The  com- 
mittee then,  he  said,  had  performed  theirduty  by  present- 
ing a  subject  that  could  be  toudied.  If  gentlemen  had 
objections,  let  them  make,  those  objections  known.  If 
the  bill  did  not  contain  all  they  wanted,  it  was  open  for 
amendment;  and  if,  finally,  after  full  discussion,  it  did  not 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Senate,  a  majority  would 
So  decide  it.  With  regard  to  simplicity  of  proceeding, 
was  it  not  more  in  conformity  with  that  object  to  present, 
in  the  first  instance,  in  one  bill,  those  articles  which  it  was 
not  the  policy  of  the  country  to  protect  by  discriminating 
duties,  tlun  to  comprehend  in  tbe  same  bill  all,  both  pro- 
tected and  unprotected,  tt^ther  with  the  important  sub- 
ject of  tlie  public  lands'  Suppose  the  committee  had 
compreliendcd  tlie  whole  in  one  paragraph,  would  the 
action  of  the  Senate  be  thereby  accelerated?  Or  would 
not,  on  the  other  hand,  time  and  convenience  both  be 
consulted  by  discussing  and  acting  on  the  subject  first  pi-e- 
leiitcd,  while  the  committee  were  collecting  information 
and  preparing  materials  for  furtlter  reports?  There  was, 
one  question  gentlcraep  could  not  get  over,  and  that  was 
whether  the  system  of  protection  abonld  be  abandoned, 
or  the  policy  tliat  bad  operated  so  beneficially  should  be 
perscvtred  m.  That  b  a  question  you  must  decide,  come 
when  it  will;  whether  it  be  presented  in  one  or  many  bills. 

But  this  bill  was  said  to  be  intended  for  tlje  peculiar 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers.  Uow?  What  were  the 
articles  of  importation  on  which  it  proposed  torepeal  the 
duties?  Tea,  coffee.  [Mr.  C.  mentioned  several  other 
articles,]  Do  the  manufacturers  alone,  smdhe,  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  drink  tea  and  coflee?  Were 
there  not  greater  quantities  of  those  necessary  articles 
consumed  at  the  South  than  at  tlie  North?  He  could 
saffly  aay  (here  were.  The  bill  proposed  to  repeal  the 
duties  on  articles  of  general  consumption;  and  it  was  not 
the  manufacturer,  as  such,  alone,  but  the  consumer,  that 
wuuld  b«  relieved.  With  respect  to  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliiw,  relative  to  the  re- 
peal of  the  duty  on  indigo,  he  could  answer,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  inquired,  and  were  satisfied  that  the  article  was 
not  now  produced  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  C.  pro> 
cceded  to  enlarge  on  the  reasons  which  iofiuenced  the 
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-  committee  in  delaying  their  reports  on  the  other  subject 

■  committed  to  their  charge.  Weeks,  perhaps  monthly 
I  said  he,  must  elapse  before  the  committee  could  obtun 
^  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  information  tliey 

-  had  called  for,  to  enable  them. to  estimate  thevalueand 

-  quantity  of  the  articles  of  import  coming  in  competition 

-  with  similar  articles  produced  or  manitfiictured  in  the 
I  United  Slates,  to  determine  whether  the  manufacturers 
;  were,  as  had  beep  alleged,  making  moderate  profitsi  and 
I  whether  any,  and  what,  manufitctiiret*  were  so  firmly  es- 
tablished as  to  permit  of  a  reduction  of  the  amount  of 

■  protection.     In  every  view  of  the  esse,  then,  Mr.  C< 
deemed  it  the  wisest  course  to  act  first  on  the  bill  pre- 

'  aented  by  the  committee.  What  was  the  precise  ques- 
tion chiefly  to  be  considered?  We  are  to  consider,  in  a 
reduction  of  the  revenue  from  eight  to  twelve  millions  Ot 
'  <lolhirs,  what  are  the  articles  of  importation  on  which  wo 
may  safely  make  that  reduction.  Here,  then,  was  a  bill 
'  reducii^  the  duties  between  five  and  mx  nullions  on  arti< 
cles  that  nq  one,  he  apprehended,  would  contend  tliat  the 
duties  ought  to  be  retained)  and  shall  we,  said  he,  keep 
back  tliat  reduction — refrain  from  relieving  the  country 
from  that  amount  of  taxation,  until  we  can  settle  how  the 
further  reduction  is  to  be  made?  Gentlemen  assume, 
rtaid  he,  that  we  shall  reduce  the  duties  on  the  artidesthat 
are  now  protected:  that  was  their  own  assumption— for 
his  part,  he  nude  no  such  concession.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  no  reduction  of  duty  could  be  made  on 
the  protected  aj^cles;  but  that,  until  sufficient  informa- 
tion wasobtained,  (and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  then 
had  his  agents  engaged  in  collecting  it,)  he  would  not  de- 
termine that  question.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  [Mr.  Smitb]  spoke  of  the 
bill  not  comprebendingmany  articles  of  importation  named 
by  him,  and  on  which,  in  his  judgment,  tite  duties  oug^t 
to  be  repealed  or  reduced.  Sir,  if  this  bill  is  recommitted 
until  every  Senator  is  satisfied  with  its  details,  it  may  be 
committed,  and  recommitted,  until  tlie  day  of  judgment. 
It  was  not  possible  for  the  committee  to  frame  suCn  a  bill 
as  would  answer  the  views  of  every  Senator.  If  his  bill 
did  not  comprehend  all  that  was  required  by  the  gentle- 
man, it  was  Competent  to  him  to  propose  ankendmenti^ 
and  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  them.  The  conmuttee 
had  bad  the  lights  shown  by  the  drau^^t  of  a  bill  handed 
them  by  that  gentleman:  tiiey  did  not  ehooK  to  take  all 
that  it  contained;  and  on  Uua,  also,  he  could,  when  oc- 
casion served,  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate.  One  further  . 
remark,  and  he  was  d<me.  The  ctiainnan  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  considered  the  questiom  as  doubt- 
ful, whether  the  Senate  could,  constitutiomdJy,  n^^nate 
a  bill  for  the  reduction  of  revenue,  deendng  a  bill  ftr 
that  purpose  the  same  as  one  for  the  ratsii^r  of  revenue. 
He  did  not  share  with  the  chairman  of  the  e<»aBittee  hi 
that  opinion.  After  a  careful  consideration,  and  an  ex< 
amination  of  the  precedent  to  be  found  in  our  legtdatitm, 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  Senate  fidly  possessed  the  power. 

The  Senate  would  place  itself  in  a  very  ungncioua 
pontion,  if  it  declined  lessening  the  bunleoi  of  the 
people  to  die  extent  pr<q>oaed  by  the  Inll*  on  the  frouad 
diat  the  whole  reduction  of  reraiue  that  was  contem- 
plated could  not  be  made  at  once.  He  did  hope  that  this 
question,  which  was  to  settle  Uie  fate  of  the  future  polify 
of  the  country,  would  be  favorably  disposed  of.  He  rfr 
peated  his  hope  that  the  other  questions  would  be  acted 
on  before  tlie  close  of  the  sesnon;  but  their  del^y  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  immediate  action  on  the  one  that  was 
then  before  them.  Suppose,  said  he,  we  lessen  the  re- 
venue to  the  amount  only  of  seven  or  mght  Biffionii  w* 
shall  accomplish  much— ve  shall  qtuet  that  ahnn  which 
gentlemen  so  sensibly  feel  at  the  prospect  of  a  distribulk* 
of  a  surplus  revenue. 

Mr.  B0LUE3  regretted  the  motion  tfut  bad  been  medc 
to  send  back  the  bill    He  wm  in  hc^  itet  Uw  psintfaif 
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would  have  bern  ordered,  both  of  the  report  and  bill, 
that  he  might  ueertain  whether  there  was  any  thin^  in 
cMier  that  came  within  the  scope  <^  his  instructions.  He 
wished  to  look  orcr  the  hst  of  his  instructions,  and  com- 
pare them  with  the  bill  and  report,  to  sec  whether  he  was 
instructed  to  act  fw  or  agunst  them.  While  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  oucht  to  mention,  for  the  infennation  tii  the  Se- 
wte,  thattne  Eastern 'mail  had  arrived,  and  brought  him 
noinftruetionf.  However*  Aouldthe  motion  prevail,  and 
die  bill  be  sent  back  to  the  committee,  the  instructions 
could  run  in  but  one  way,  and  that  was  to  reduce  the 
tariifi  andas  this  was  contrary  to  the  opinions  entertained 
by  the  Legislature  of  Mune,  he  ritould  for  oikc  act  in  con- 
formity to  his  instnictions,  by  voting  against  tlie  recom- 
mitment. He  thought  tliat  sending  back  the  bill  wmild 
be  makir^  haste  too  fiat;  if  printed,  and  laid  on  the  tables 
of  members,  an  exaiunation  could  be  given  to  its  details, 
and  a  more  correct  dectnon  formed  with  regard  to  the 
proper  dispontion  of  it.  He  was  amused  at  the  doubts 
expressed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Senate  to  originate  a  bill  fur  the  reduction 
of  revenue,  under  ttie  idea  that  the  constitution  gave  to 
tiie  House  of  Bepreientativea  die  exclusive  power  of  in* 
•tltuting  a  bOl  for  tbc  raini^  of  revenue.  lliiB,  be  said, 
wa»  a  new  idea  to  lum.  He  should  suppose  that  the  rea- 
lm for  that  provision  in  the  eonstittition  was,  that,  as  the 
members  of  that  House  came  frerii  from  the  people,  they 
would  be  more  competent  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
with  regard  to  the  sources  from  whence  the  revenue 
should  be  derivedt  and  for  this  purpose  they  were  to  pre- 
•ent  a  plan  <^  revenue  to  the  Senate,  which  that  body 
could  alter  or  amend. 

The  idea  that  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature 
only  should  originate  a  revenue  bill,  was  taken  from  the 
Britidi  Pirliainent,  and  adopted  in  many  of  the  States 
without  reasont  as,  for  instance,  tbe  State  of  Maine.  The 
House  of  Bepresentatives  in  that  State  was  elected  by 
CtHporationst  and  the  Senate  by  the  peoplet  and  yet  that 
proviMon  existed  in  her  constitution.  However,  he  could 
not  understand  tbe  jmunds  for  the  constitutional  scru- 
ples of  the  Senator  jrom  New  Jersey.  Uminishing  the 
outiea  on  arUclct  of  importation  waa  not  raising  of  revenue 
— diat  vould  be  lowering*.  He  really  did  not  know  what 
we  should  come  to  next '  Bai^g,  be  had  always  under- 
stood, meant  lifting  upi  lowering  meant  letting  down. 
All  seemed  to  be  going  wrong  nowadays.  The  whole 
•dtninirtmtimi  was  wrong<— tail  end  foremost)  the  head 
waa  where  the  tail  ought  to  be,  and  the  tail  vliere  the 
head  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  HILLEB  said  he  had  used  the  term  "packed 
committee"  with  reference  to  its  Ofganiaation  to  suntain  a 
particular  interest,  founded  upon  tlie  known  opinions  of 
the  members  of  that  committee.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  siud,  "  he  repelled  with  ind^gfiation  the  impu- 
tation that  the  committee  waa  a  *  packed' one."  In  the 
sense  in  which  these  terms  are  used,  he  would  be  glad  to 
know  whcthw  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  deny 
the  ftet  tint  the  committee  was  a  "packed  eommittee." 
Mr.  CLAY,  mid  yes,  he  did.  Then,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  must 
take  the  libei^  of  dimenting  frwn  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

He  cmisidered  the  committee  constituted  upon  the 
ordinary  parliamentary  rule,  and  made  up  of  materials 
favorable  to  Die  manufacturers,  pledged  by  their  known 
opinions  to  a  particular  policy,  and  certainly  it  had  furnish- 
ed no  evklenc*  that  it  had  foiled  to  lubserve  the  manu- 
focturing  interest.  The  hononble  Senator  had,  in  tbe 
course  his  remarks,  just  aud  that  be  had  never  ad- 
mitted that  he  would  comproouse  the  principle  of  pro- 
tectiont  he  was  the  open,  avowed,  and  decided  fiiend  of 
that  interest.  Mr.  M.  said,  so  far  as  he  himself  was  con- 
cerned, he  did  not  consider  his  voice  as  having  the  least 
infliWiC*  OB  the  oonunittee,  not  even  a  fivctionannflueacc. 


Upon  every  question,  in  which  tbe  agricultural  interests 
which  be  represented  on  this  floor  were  concerned,  the  ■ 
vote  was  a  dead  one  against  him — four  to  one.  No  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  his  suggestions,  bis  wishes,  nor  to  the  in- 
terests he  was  identified  with.  So  far  as  tbe  conflicting 
interesu  of  agriculture  and  the  public  lauds  were  con- 
cerned, he  would  matntiun  that  the  Committee  on  Maou- 
foctares  was  a  ■■packed  eonunittcr." 

[Here  Mr.  CLAY  called  Mr.  Miuaa  to  order.  Mr. 
MILLER  explained.  Tbe  VICE  PRESIDKNT  said,  if 
he  had  supposed  the  gentleman  had  applied  the  words  in 
an  offensive  sense,  be  would  liave  interposed;  but  as  it  v  as 
not  so  undentood,  and  as  ttie  genllentan  had  disclaimtd 
any  oflfensive  mcanii^,  the  Cliur  did  not  cfmnder  him  out 
of  order.  Mr.  CLAY  said  he  deiued  that  the  words 
*'  packed  committee"  could  be  applied  in  any  sense  to  a 
committee  of  that  House. 

Mr.  MOORK  called  for  tbe  words  to  be  taken  down  in 
wrting,  and  it  was  so  done. 

The  VICE  PRESIUENI'  said  that  those  words,  used 
without  connexion  with  the  other  words  nf  the  Senator 
from  Soutli  CaroLna,  would  be  out  of  order.  But  taken 
in  the  sense  in  which  they  were  used  and  explained  by  the 
Senator  using  them,  they  were  not  out  erf*  order,  and  the 
Senator  could,  therefore,  proceed  witli  his  remarks.] 

Mr.  HILLKR  resumed.  He  sud  the  proper  course 
clearly  in  order,  to  do  equal  justice  to  all,  was  to  appcunt 
a  committee  consisting  of  two  i<enators  favorable  to  the 
landed  interest,  and  two  fiivorable  to  tlte  nuinu&cturer&^ 
intercsti  and  if  there  must  be  an  odd  number,  let  three  be 
taken  fuvorable  to  the  manufacturers.  The  various  in- 
terests would  be  then  fiiirly  represented,  and  heard  in  the 
details  of  th«r  report;  but,  as  it  now  wa^  lie  did  not  care 
much  whether  it  was  reconimittid  or  not,  altliuug^,  upon 
Uie  mere  question  of  propriety,  he  should  vote  fur  the 
motion  to  recommit.  The  committee  had  the  riglit  to  put 
their  own  construction  upon  the  reference,  and  tlie  course 
to  be  pursued  by  them — tliat  he  did  not  deny;  but  tlte 
true  question  was,  would  the  Senate  consent  to  let  their 
judgment  be  controlled  by  tbe  committee,  or  must  tbe 
committee  be  controlled  by  die  Senate?  It  was  a  ques- 
tion of  power  shaU  tbe  Scute  dictate  to  a'c<Hnmittee,  or 
a  committee  to  tlie  Senate? 

It  bad  been  said  that  tlus  was  not  a  report  favorable  to 
the  manufacturers)  a  very  slight  observation  would  tend 
to  show  the  contrary.  '  It  was  very  obvious,  if  the  arti- 
cles unprotected  were  adnutted  free  of  duty,  that  it  left 
tlic  whiole  revenue  to  be  collected  on  like  articles  manii. 
foctured  in  the  United  States.  Suppose  die  omisuon 
of  the  tax  on  the  articles  in  tbe  bill  reported,  would  ope- 
rate  in  fitvor  of  the  consumption  in  tlie  South  as  well  as 
the  North,  still  tlic  great  body  of  the  articles  consumed 
at  the  South  were  to  be  subject  to  high  taxes,  while  the 
only  articles  on  which  the  maiiufacturera  now  pay  any 
thing  would  be  relieved  from  the  duty  altcgether. 

He  had  put  it  to  the  comnittee,  totlieir  sense' of  justice, 
to  tlieir  respect  for  equal  rights;  be  had  even  appealed  to 
their  ^mpatby,  wliether  it  would  be  jubt  and  |>roper  to 
levy  the  Uxcs  from  a  pai-txular  section  of  the  country. 
It  was  known  to  every  one  that  there  were  no  manufsc- 
turing  esublishments  at  tbe  South  <  and,  slthough  the  Uw 
mighi  appear  equitable  and  fair  on  the  face,  yet,  in  conse- 
quence uf  the  diflerent  interests  and  different  pursuit»of 
various  sections,  it  would,  in  point  of  fact,  be  partial.  He 
had  been  struck  with  the  force  of  the  suggestiun  of  tbe 
Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ttlxr,]  wlm  illuiitrated  diit 
subject,  by  supposing  in  a  system  of  direct  taxation  it 
should  be  pi  opoiwd  to  raise  ten  millions,  or  any  other  sum, 
and  Congress  sliould  levy  this  tax  on  the  sugar  pUnters, 
could  any  one  pretend  tlial  this  would  be  just  or  constitu- 
tional? If  this  bill  should  be  adopted,  and  the  prindple 
of  it  be  sustained,  the  same  result  will  be  effected  to  the 
prejuAce  ^  the  planting  interest.    If  it  ihouU  pslK 
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there  will  b«  no  security  that  tbe  high  taxM  upon  the  ne- 
ceamries  of  life  will  be  mtdied  by  any  lubtequent  mo- 
dification of  the  tkriff*. 

*  Hr.  KING  sMd  he  wu  fully  aware  that  nothing-  waa  to 
be  ^ined  by  a  further  discuiaion  of  the  subject;  but  he 
felt  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  thoae  whose  intereita  he  repre-! 
Knted  on  this  floor,  to  nuke  one  or  two  remarks  in  reply 
to  the  observation)!  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 
When,  sir,  a  few  days  past,  resolutions  were  submitted  by 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  calling  for 
information  relative  to  the  public  lands,  embraoing  in- 
quiries of  a  moat  extensive  character,  tbe  answers  to 
which  woidd  necessarily  involve  conaiderable  delay,  1  then 
thought  1  foresaw  in  this  call  the  matrifestatkmof  adispo- 
miion  to  mike  a  psitial  report  on  Uie  subjects  coianutted 
to  it  by  the  Senate,  and  to  avoid,  altogether,  that  part  re- 
lating- to  the  reduction  of  the  price  orthe  public  aomain. 
I  then,  sir,  rose  in  my  place,  and  asked  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  make  a  report  before  the  information  relative  to  the 
public  lands  waa  received.  The  answer  of  that  gentle- 
man waa  explicit,  that,  so  aoon  as  the  information  aiked 
for  was  received,  the  comiiuttee  would  report — ^leaving 
no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  all  who  heard  him,  that  he  con- 
wleretl  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  present  the 
whole  together,  and  not  in  the  detached  and  parti^  man- 
ner  in  which  it  it  ,now  brought  forward.  1  cannot,  sir, 
witlibold  the  expression  of  my  astonishment  at  the  course 
(hit  committee  has  tlimight  proper  to  pursue.  The  de- 
ngn  of  the  Senate  in  referring  all  the  subjects  of  reve- 
nue to  the  sanectHnmittee,  could  not  be  misunderstood, 
and  especudly  after  what  took  place  on  that  occanon. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  convinced  that  the  resotii- 
tioiu  introduced  by  him  would  be  rejected  by  the  Senate 
—[Mr.  Clat  ahookhishead] — ^yes,«r,  1  repeat  they  could 
not  have  received  the  sanction  of  tliis  body.  1  know  the 
&cttand  the  Senator  himself  must  have  been  aware  of  it, 
else  how  did  it  happen  that  he  so  readily  acqiuciced  in 
the  proposition  to  refer  Ihem  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Manu- 
facture a,  without  obtaining  for  them  that  sanction  which 
he  had  ut^ed  so  strongly?  But,  «r,  tlie  Senator  went 
much  furthers  6nding  tliat  even  ^ia  reference  could  not 
be  obtuiied  from  them,  unconnected  with  tlie  whole  sub- 
ject of  reduction,  he  unhesitatingly  contented  to  include 
all  the  instructions  proposed,  with  the  single  exception  of 
tlut  relating  to  the  public  lands;  and  yet,  wr,  with  a  full 
knowlet^  of  tlie  wishes  of  the  Senate,  tliia  eommittce  has 
taken  upon  itself  to  do  what  the  Senate  had  declared  it 
should  not  do — act  upon  the  reaolution«  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky — leaving  out  all  tlie  other  subjects  con- 
nected with  them.  And  upon  what  ground  does  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  base  this  extraordinary  report?  Why, 
ikT,  that  a  bill  for  tlie  reduction  of  duties  could  not,  con- 
stitutionally, originate  in  tlie  Senate;  and  yet  this  bill  pro- 
poses the  entire  abolition  of  duties.  The  constitution 
prvsenta  no  barrier  to  a  repeat  of  all  the  dutiea  upon  un- 
protected  articles;  but  the  moment  you  touch  the  pro- 
tected class — iron,  for  instance — it  forms  an  insuperable 
obstacle! 

1  will  not  dwell  upon  the  abauri^ly  of  such  a  distinction. 
[Here  Mr.  K.  commented  on  tlie  unjust  and  partial  ope- 
ration of  the  bill,  recounting  the  different  articles  the 
committee  had  thought  fit  to  relieve  from  duty,  though 
particularly  favoring  manufacturers,  and  instituted  a  com- 
pariMin  between  them  and  the  articles  nectrvily  and 
genend  consumption,  on  which  the  tax  ia  still  to  remain.] 
So  sure,  B»d  Mr.  K.,  as  tiiere  is  a  God  above,  if  the  ma- 
jority will  persist  in  this  species  of  injustice  and  oppres. 
sion;  if,  wtien  we  invoke  this  justice,  they  turn  a  deaf  ear, 
and  meet  our  entreaties  to  give  some  small  relief  to  our 
suffering  people  with  insult  added  to  injury,  consequences 
will  result  which  I  shudder  to  think  of.  Sir,  tbia  is  no 
idle  thraati  in  this  there  ia  no  gasconade.   \  stand  here  as 


one  of  the  most  moderate  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
miscalled  American  system,  advocating  conciliation,  unioni 
and  those  I  represent  well  know  it.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  wish 
of  the  South  to  prostrate  the  manu&cturing  induatry  of 
the  country;  and  the  assertion,  frequently  made  on  this 
floor,  that  such  is  their  object,  is  destkate  of  foundation. 
Sir,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  Inrmony,  and  of  unioi^  they 
are  disposed  to  bear  much.  Fix  the  revenue  at  an  amount 
reqtiired  by  the  ordinal^  wanta  of  the  Government,  and  tbe 
agricultural  interests  will  be  found  giving  their  supjrart  to 
such' an  arrangement  of  the  duties  as  will  give  a  nir  and 
reaaonable  encouragement  to  manufactiires.  Yes,  sir, 
thev  will  do  tlua  with  a  perfect  conviction  that  the  burdens 
will  sliU  bll  unequally,  and  that  they  nuist  bear  the  greater 
p<xtion.  Can  the  advocates  of  the  tariff,  with  the  leart 
semblance  of  justice,  contend  for  more?  Will  they  not 
meet  us  on  middle  ground — settle  this  distracting  quea< 
tion-,  and  save  the  Government?   I  ask,  then,  that  this 

Eartial  report,  embracing  but  a  ringle  propoaition,  caku- 
ited  to  benefit  almost  exclusively  the  manufacturer,  and 
affording  next  to  no  relief  to  those  ground  down  to  po- 
verty by  the  oppressive  operatiwis  of  this  ui^uat  mtna, 
shall  be  thrown  back  upon  the  comnuttee,  with  the  ud> 
derstancUng  that  they  utall  discharge  their  duty  by  pre- 
senting the  whole  subject  of  reduction,  embracing  tiie 
public  lands,  as  intended  by  the  Senate.  Sir,  I  have  not 
forgotten  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  told  tis  that 
gentlemen  should  not  outbrag  hint)  that  he  would  bring 
down  tbe  revenue  as  low  as  any  of  them.  That  gentleman, 
with  the  committee  to  which  he  belongs,  have  been  put  to 
the  teat,  and  what  have  they  done?  Why,  nr,  dextroualy 
shuffled  out  the  public  landst  given  the  go-by  to  the  whole 
protective  system,  and  proptMed  to  reduce  a  revenue  of 
twent;)r-8even  or  eight  miinons  of  dollars — a  little  more  than 
five  millionsi  and  utia  is  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the 
declaration  of  the  Senator  that  he  would  bring  down  the 
revenue  as  low  aa  any  one!  But,  nr,  we  have  been  told 
that  the  Comnuttee  on  MamifiM^res  contemplated  fur< 
tiler  action  on  the  auhjeet  comnutted  to  them — perhaps 
a  further  reduction  oT  dutiea  might  be  safely  recommeotU 
ed,  when  tiiey  had  further  inmrmation  to  guide  them. 
But  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  thev  could  com- 
plete their  labon  during  this  session)  that  this  important 
information  was  exceedingly  diiBciilt  to  obtain;  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  I'reasury  had  agenta  now  employed  in 
collecting  it;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  best  to  postpone 
it  to  a  more  etmvenlent  season.  Sir,  are  we  to  be  aimised 
with  such  ntiserable  pretexto  forwithhtdding  fVom  us  that 
jurtice  which,  as  a  part  of  this  great  American  family,  we 
have  a  right  to  denund?  Act  upon  this  bill — ^pass  it — and 
[  warn  my  friends  of  the  -West  that  they  must  give  up  all 
hope  of  seeing  any  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lands.  Tlwt,  too,  sir,  will  be  postponed  to  a  more  conve- 
nient season.  Sir,  it  u  not  my  dengn  to  enter  at  large 
into  this  subject  at  this  time.  1  appeal,  sir,  to  the  Scra^ 
tors  from  Indiana,  New  York,  and,  I  think  I  may  add, 
the  Senator  from  Penn^lvania,  to  bear  me  out  in  the  aa- 
aertion  that  this  reference  was  made  with  the  full  belief 
that  the  committee  would  act  upon  all  the  subjecta  toge* 
ther,  and  present  them,  in  connexion,  to  the  Senate.  I 
repeat,  nr,  they  have  fiuled  to  discharge  the  duty  which 
properly  belonged  to  them,  and  the  disippntbation  of  this 
body  should  be  manifested  b^recmnmittingthe  bill.  Sir, 
if  by  the  vote  thia  day  we  give  the  go-by  to  these  import- 
ant subjects,  I  riudl  uwe  all  hope  oiany  aettlemcnt  of  thia 
distracting  question,  on  terms  tnat  will  be  at  all  satis&ctoty 
to  the  aggrieved  and  suffering  portions  of  the  communityi 
and  when  that  hope,  to  which  the  South  has  fondly  clung, 
that  this  Congress  would  not  adjourn  without  snbnhng 
relief  to  her  sufferings,  shall  be  given  up,  consequences, 
ur.  which  no  man  can  portray,  will  throw  a  dreadftil 
weight  of  re^onubiliQr  upon  the  heads  of  thoae  wbCM 
iiyustiee  has  |mdueed  them.  —  . 
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Mr.  MANOOM  roM»  Andftid,  Ido  not  rise  to  add  to  the 
exiutement  ikeady  so  naturally  and  ao  atronj^ly  felt  in  this 
part  of  the  Hoiue,  f(towing>  oitt  of  the  extraordinary  conrse 
which  the  Committee  on  Mamifactiires  have  fcltitthetr 
duty  to  adopt    I  rise  merely  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  coarse  so  frequently  adopted  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky.    Whenever  a  question  is  to  be  taken 
upon  any  point,  direct  or  collattrral,  the  tocsin  is  sounded 
by  that  Senator,  and  he  tries  to  rally  all  his  forces,  by  re- 
presenting the  vote  as  beins*  upon  a  test  question.  Every 
thing  is  a  test  question  in  wnieh  his  feelingpi  are  in  the  least 
enlisted.    My  object  is  to  present  this  matter  in  its  true 
light.    The  question  is  not  one  to  test  the  strenp^li  of  the 
tanff  policy,  but  it  is  to  effect,  by  indirection — I  mean  not 
to  speak  offensively — that  which  the  Senate,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  refuses  to  do  directly.    The  resolution  of  the  Se- 
nator had  been  elaborately  discussed  fur  more  tlun  two 
months.    We  were  informed,  at  the  different  stages  ofits 
progress,  that  die  action  of  tJie  Senate  upon  it  was  very 
desirable!  that  it  must  be  had  before  the  comn^ttec  cndd 
proceed  in  its  duties  in  a  aatisfactory  manner.    When  the 
debate  had  ceased,  and  the  final  vote  was  about  to  he 
taken,  it  was  clearly  ascertained  that  the  refloliition  would 
not  be  adopted.    I  had  ascertuined,  to  my  entire  aatisfiic- 
tion,  that  it  would  be  either  amended,  evaded,  or  reject- 
ed.   I  had  supposed  this  was  equally  apparent  to  the 
Senator  from  Kentuckyt  snd  it  was  upon  that  supposition 
only  that  I  oould  account  for  the  feebleness  with  which 
he  pressed  a  flnkl  vote,  and  tlie  apparent  facility  witt 
which  he  adopted  the  propose<1  reference  of  his  resolu- 
tion, without  any  exprewtinn,  by  the  Senate,  of  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  its  principles.    This  course  was  so  dilierent 
from  the  line  that  i  had  supposed  vaa,  early  in  the  dis- 
cussion, meant  to  be  pursued  by  the  Senutor,  thstt  f  very 
naturally  suppo»<I  his  acquiescence  was  the  result  of  what 
he  deemed  inevitable  necessity.    The  resolution,  with  di- 
TCrs  others,  wholly  irreconcilable  and  inconsistent  with  it, 
was  referredt  and  the  eommittee,  with  great  haste,  muke 
ft  report,  embracing  only  the  policy  inclicated  by  the  Se- 
nator's resolution:  so  tliat,  by  a  manoeuvre  perfectly  femi 
Itarto  gentlemen  long  schooled  in  parliamentary  tiictics, 
the  Senate  is  now  placed  precisely  in  the  predicament 
which  [  eleaily  understood  it  meant  to  avoid  by  the  vote 
upon  the  reference  of  these  variotis  resolutions}  and  that, 
by  this  legislative  evolution,  tlie  sense  of  the  Senate  is  not 
only  to  be  evaded,  but  the  Senate  is  called  to  act  pre- 
cisely in  oppoMtion  to  the  course  which  I  understood  to 
be  marked  out  and  adopted  by  that  vote.    The  present 
motion  is  made  to  awertain  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  as  ex- 
pressed by  that  %'ote  of  refercncei  and  1  have  the  fullest 
oonftdenee  that  tlie  vote  will  sDstiun  the  views  1  hat'e  ex 
picssed. 

It  is  certainly  a  little  extraord  nary  that  a  committee, 
organized  expressly  to  watch  and  guard  the  interests  of 
numufActures,  should,  after  a  debate  of  more  tlian  two 
months,  and  after  having  usi)r|>ed  the  whole  subject  con 
nected  with  the  public  revenue,  make  a  report  not  touch 
ing  a  a  ngle  article  in  that  system  of  protection,  nor  ex 
pressing  a  single  opinion  upon  tliat  subject;  but  touching 
simply  that  part  of  the  subject  which,  more  appropriately, 
bewags  to  another  committee,  and  which,  in  trutli,  has 
been  usurped  by  the  Committee  on  Mantifiictures.    It  is 
Strange  that  a  committee,  which  have  labored  so  sedu 
loualy  to  get  possession  of  the  whole  subject,  almuld  so 
Speedily  make  a  report  upon  the  part  of  the  subject  within 
the  province,  pecidiarly,  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  so  stlldiou^ly  abstain  from  touching,  in  any  shape,  the 
matters  which  properly  belong  to  them.    That  this  course 
rilOjld  produce  strong  excitement,  and  even  feelings  of 
indignation,  is  not  ft  matter  of  surprise.    No  man,  wito 
understand  the  least  of  the  subj.-ct,  ean  be  blind  to  the 
<Ajeot  of  the  ooDuntttee,  or  the  effects  of  austuningthem 
bthtirGoune* 


I  shall  not  go  into  a  subject  already  exhausted,  and  shov 
the  pernicious  consequences  of  the  poUey  of  this  resolu- 
tion. I  think  it  more  important  to  ask  the  Senaton  fiwii  . 
the  new  States  wliether  this  course  indicates  a  fiwndlj 
feeling  to  the  interests  more  immediately  affecting  them, 
and  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  views  entertained 
by  them  when  they  voted  the  reference — wliether,  if  this 
subject  shall  be  first  acted  upon,  with  their  concorrencr, 
they  have  the  least  guaranty  tliat  dieir  peculiar  interests  vill 
receive  a  fiivorablc  considerution — whether,  in  a  vunt, 
they  will  not  give  up  the  only  hope  of  reducing  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  so  as  to  eiuible  every  head  of  a  famTly 
to  be  an  independent  freeholder;  who,  in  truth — I  mmn 
ihc  freeholders — constitute  the  real  strength,  and  pride, 
unit  glory  of  this  great  confederation.  I  ask  them  to 
look  10  it. 

Sir,  1  mean  not  to  diseuss  the  constitutionality  of  ori- 
ginstiiigin  the  Senate  a  revenue  bill.  Yel  1  ceruinly  wu 
much  stnick  with  the  novel  view  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey;  that  the  Senate  might  repeal  in  folo  sll 
duties  upon  unprotected  articles,  but  could  not  prDperly 
reduce  duties  on  the  other  class.  He  doubts — be  has 
scruples.  He  can  abolieh,  but  not  reduce.  Does  not  the 
Senator  see  that,  by  abolishing  duties  upon  all  unprotect- 
ed articles,  he,  in  fact,  increases  the  duties  upon  the 
protected  cbss;  or,  in  other  words,  enhances  tlie  protce. 
tion^  As  it  is  obvious  to  every  borly  else,  I  should  do  the 
Senator  great  injustice  to  suppose  tliat  it  is  not  equally  ob- 
vious to  him.  And,  besides,  if  there  be  any  meaning  in 
that  part  of  the  constitution  which  requires  that  revi-nue 
bills  shall  be  originated  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  I 
suppose  it  to  mean  that  the  immediate  rcpresentatitts  of 
the  people  shall  be  as  well  the  judges  of  the  pn'per  ob- 
jects of  taxation  as  of  the  amount  of  the  revenue.  In- 
leed,  the  selection  of  the  objects  of  uxation  is  not  onir 
the  moat  tuidotibted,  but,  in  fitct,  the  most  interesting 
power  of  the  other  House.  But,  by  the  course  pmposrd 
here,  the  Senate  ori^-inates  a  bill,  not  only  striking  out 
more  than  half  the  subjects  of  taxation  heretofore  atlopl- 
ed,  but  Bccumulates  the  whole  revenue  upon  a  few  «>b. 
jects;  and,  in  tlie  selection  of  which,  the  House,  inUw 
first  instance,  is  not  constdted. 

I  trust  this  higli-hamled  course  will  be  arrested.  1  hi^' 
lost  all  confidence  in  acertain  part  ofthe  Senate,  in  rt-firi^ 
ence  to  any  conciliatory  disposition  in  tlie  adjtistmcnt  of 
this  great  ami  dangerous  subject.  I  look  to  tlieni  for  no- 
tiling.  I  hope  from  them  nothing.  I  wish  the  mm'^ 
could  say,  it  fears  from  them  nothing.  But  I  appeal  w 
that  part  of  the  Senate,  who,  though  in  favor  of  llie  pro* 
tective  principle,  yet  are  capable  of  looking  to  the  wliole 
subject,  unbiassed  by  any  views  but  those  that  belong  to 
tlieir  country  and  its  best  interest.  I  call  upon  those  wha 
love  their  country,  and  have  no  objects  connected  with 
party  interests,  and  who  can  lift  their  eyes  to  the  gre«t 
and  enduring  glory  of  this  great  country,  to  come  to  it« 
subject  sacrificing  sometliing,  as  we  who  will  sacrifice 
much,  and  let  us  join  and  settle  this  subject  so  agitaiingto 
the  public  mind,  and  so  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  lur* 
mony  (tf  these  once  happy  Stjites. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would  vote  with  his  frieiwls  wr 
recommitting  the  bill,  but  he  saw  no  use  in  it.  It  »u 
possible  to  make  a  bird  wng  that  would  not  sing.  He  ap- 
prehended that  the  Manufiicturea  Committee  wotddrepoit 
no  bill  that  would  answer  any  purpose — none  that  www 
make  any  essential  modification  of  the  tariff.  The  bill 
they  had  brought  in  was  a  rare  bird.  Out  of  thirtj-one 
millions  of  revenue,  they  proposed  to  reduce  five  >nd» 
half,  leaving  twenty-five  millions,  when  twelve  orthirtees 
was  all  that  the  wants  of  the  Government  would  requiK- 
These  five  and  a  half  were  to  be  reduced,  not  upon  i"^ 
necessaries  of  life,  but  uponthe  merest  tnnes!  bagatelle*' 
most  of  them  so  inwgnificatit  that  tlie  people  did  not  know 
thrir  osmes  or  th«r  uses.   Mr.  B.  liMiwobJectiaa 
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eluding  tlicse  trifles  in  the  list  of  reduction*.  They  were 
too  insignificant  to  be  taxed,  and  for  that  reason  oiififlit  to 
be  struck  from  the  statute  book.  By  wny  of  completing' 
the  reductions,  they  mif^t  be  thrown  in;  but  to  make 
tliejn  the  main  articles  of  reduction — to  compnie  the  bill 
wholly  of  such  BmaU  trash,  while  omittinj;  all  the  great 
objects  of  revenue,  was  to  present  legislation  under  a  new 
aspect  to  tfae  American  people.  Mr.  B.  said,  every  body 
had  read  of  the  mountain  tint  was  delivered  of  a  mouse  t 
but  here  was  a  great  eommittee  wh'ch  was  delivered  of  a 
bill  which  was  not  even  a  grown  mousei  which  is  nnthinfj^, 
in  fact,  bnt  a  litter  of  young  m'ce.  The  committee  haH 
drawn  to  itself  the  biiainesii  of  the  Finance  Coinmitttre; 
they  h^d  gone  out  to  prepare  a  bill  fof  reducing  and  stt> 
tlingtlie  revenuet  and  they  had  brought  in — what.'  a  diati 
of  toys  and  confectionary!  and  gravely  presented  it  to  the 
Senate,  as  the  revenue  bill  which  was  to  settle  the  desti- 
nies of  an  empire!  The  Senate  had  directetl  tiiat  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  whole  subject  of  the  revenue,  the 
public  Undi,  woollens,  cottons,  iron,  salt,  every  thing,  yet 
we  have  nothing  hut  a  long  list  of  trifles,  and  a  few  luxu- 
ries. What  would  be  thought  of  a  man,  who,  being  di 
reeled  to  fetch  you  a  horse,  should  go  and  puH  one  hair  out 
of  his  tail,  and  come  and  lay  it  down  before  you,  and  say, 
there  is  your  home,  sir.  Yet  this  was  the  conduct  nf  the 
committee.  Their  bill,  to  oiir  revenue  system,  is  what  one 
hair  would  be  to  the  whole  horse.  Mr.  B.  would  not  speak 
of  the  bill  according  to  his  feelings.  He  wished  that  a 
million  of  copies  of  it  were  printed,  and  a  cnpy  sent  to 
every  farmer  in  America,  labelled  with  the  inscription, 
that  it  was  the  Anterican  svntem  bill — that  it  waa  the  bill 
which  the  manufacturers  gave  to  the  fanners;  that  it  was 
the  bill  that  came  from  Ae  committee  which  had  been  or- 
dered to  report  upon  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  public 
land.  He  wished  that  it  could  go  out  thus  labelled,  that 
the  farmers  might  see,  from  under  their  own  hands,  what 
kind  of  relief  the  Manufiicturirtg  Committee  mean  to  extend 
to  the  cultivators  of  the  earth!  No  description,  nospccch, 
no  power  of  kngtiagr,  can  give  them  an  adequate  idea  of 
that  bill.  They  should  see  the  thing  itself.  They  should 
lo«dc  upon  itt  they  should  handle  it.  I'he  view  ok  such  a 
bill  would  astound  them.  Indignation  would  seize  somef 
contempt,  others.  Many  would  consider  itasa  j"ke;  some 
would  think  it  a  satire  upon  otir  legislation,  got  up  by 
some  mischievous  boys;  but  inspection  would  show  that  it 
was  a  reul  document,  conceived  and  produced  by  the  Ma- 
nufactures Committee,  and  pressed  upon  the  i4enate,  in 
peal  earnest,  as  a  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  and 
relief  of  tlie  country!  That  it  is,  in  fact,  the  genuine  pro. 
duction  of  the  American  qrstem  committee,  and  the  real 
mode  in  which  that  committee  complies  with  that  part  of 
the  President's  message  which  recommends  the  repeal  of 
unnecessary  taxes,  and  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government!  Yes,  sir,  that  bill  ought  to  be 
printed  by  the  million,  and  distributed  by  handfuls!  It 
would  be  viewed  with  universal  scorn.  A  tempest  of  in- 
dignation would  pursue  it.  The  lightning  of  public  wrath 
would  blast  it.  The  thunder  of  a  nation's  curses  would 
annihilate  it. 

But  to  avert  the  consequences  wh'ch  the  committee 
could  not  but  foresee — to  break  the  force  of  that  feeling 
which  their  bill  was  obliged  to  produce—the  committee  have 
come  forward  withahalf  promiiethatthey  will  look  a  little 
further;  that  they  will  study  the  history  of  some  other  arti- 
clei,  and,  perhaps,  yes,  perhaps,  reportanother  bill  at  some 
indefinite  period,  to  add  a  few  more  items  to  their  import- 
ant list  of  reductions.  But  what  items,  no  hint  or  informa- 
tion is  given;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  this  bill,  not  of  ftbo> 
mination,  but  of  firoth  and.flummery,  must  be  swallowed 
down  by  the  Senate.  Sir,  there  is  a  story  of  a  clown  in 
London,  who  had  a  fiuliion  of  going  up  to  peopl?,  and 
saying,  give  me  a  penny,  and  1  will  ait^  you  a  songt  but 
jtm  mist  give  «e  tlie  penny  fitatl  ud  whea  be  had.  got 


the  penny,  would  scamper  off  in  a  laugh.  Mr.  B.  hoped 
the  committer  wiHiId  take  no  cTffence — certunly  none  was 
intended;  but  the  reminiscence  was  excited,  and  the  ex* 
pression  of  his  feelings  irresistible,  at  hearing  the  commit- 
tee's request  and  promise.  We  must  pass  iheir  bill  firet, 
and  trust  to  them  fbr  something  better  hereafter.  But  sup- 
pose that  snmethtngbettershoidd  never  comet  the  Senate 
would  then  be  in  the  condition  of  the  good  people  who 
parted  with  the  peimy  before  tiiey  heard  the  song.  Mr. 
B.  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  requeitt  of  tlie  com- 
mittee, to  have  time  to  consicler  whether  they  could  do 
any  thing  more.  That  committee  was  active  and  insatia- 
ble in  drawing  to  itself  the  buaineas  of  the  Fiiunce  Com- 
mittee. 1;  had  been  zealous  to  get  the  revenues  into  Its 
hands.  It  bad  struggled,  and  wrestled,  and  contended 
fur  itf  and  had  succeeded  at  last  by  dint  of  its  own  %'otes( 
and  now  it  comes  forward  with  a  ridiculous  and  starved 
bill — a  b^Il  which,  in  the  vernacular  tongue  of  the  furtlier 
West,  would  be  called  "the  little  end  of  nothing  sharpen- 
ed," and,  presenting  this  abortion  as  the  neplusuilra,  (he 
Herculean  pillars,  of  their  present  exhausting  efforts,  dc 
mandt  time  to  refrt^sh,  and  repose  to  recover  from  over- 
done nature,  and  to  study  books  before  they  can  do  any 
thing  more.  They  want  a  history  of  the  public  laiKls;  a 
long,  minute,  circumstantial,  detailed  history  of  tlu!  pur^ 
chase,  and  sorveys,  and  sales,  and  donations  and  reserva- 
tions, and  iH^tinquishmeuts,  and  reclamations,  of  the  public 
lands,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  present 
day!  And  until  tiiey  get  that  history,  wliitili  it  will  take 
months  to  compile,  and  weeksto  print,  nota  word  can  be 
said  about  reducing  the  price  of  the  lands,  or  transferring 
them  to  the  Slates.  Sir,  who  so  blind  as  not  to  see  through 
this  thin  and  threadbare  curtain.'  Who  so  ^urt^r^bted  as 
niit  to  see  the  delay  which  lies  beyond  it-,  and  which  is  to  get 
rid  of  the  land  question  srithout  responsibility  of  direct  ac- 
tion? Why  did  not  the  committee  act  in  the  same  way 
other  articles  which,  nevertheless  they  have  put  into  their 
bills'  Why  did  they  not  ask  for  a  history  of  tea,  and 
frankincense,  and  figs,  and  tamarinds,  ami  a  hundred  other 
exotic  productifms,  of  which  they  know  a  thousand  times 
less  than  they  know  <tf  land,  before  they  could  include 
these  things  in  their  bill?  Why  make  such  a  glaring  dis- 
tinction? .simply,  it  may  be  presumed,  because  the  manu- 
facturers want  the  price  of  land  kept  up!  and,  therefore, 
are  for  delay  in  their  operations  upon  thatsubject!  Ami, 
sir,  what  is  tfae  use  of  all  this  history?  Will  the  commit- 
tee read  it  when  it  comes?  Would  they  read  it  if  it  was 
now  here?  Would  any  mEin  read  it,  to  make  up  his  mind 
upon  the  question  of  reducing  the  price  of  public  Unda^ 
Certainly  not.  I'hat  question  is  excluwvely  a  question  of 
pol  cy,  not  of  detul.  It  is  to  be  decided  by  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  and  not  by  its  history.  Tlie  question  is,  whe- 
ther the  public  lands  shall  be  reduced  in  price,  or  trans- 
ferred to  the  States.  Ami  every  man  will  decide  that 
question  upon  views  of  polcy,  drawn  from  reflection  and 
consideration,  and  not  upon  detail)  of  old  surveys  and  ob- 
solete history.  Beyond  doubt,  the  committee  would  not 
read  the  details  of  our  public  laud  history,  if  they  now  Itad 
themt  in  all  probabiti^  their  mindi  are  irisde  up  upon  the 

?iuesb*on  at  this  moment.  It  is  well  known  that  the  manu- 
ncturera  are  opposed  to  any  relaxution  in  the  sale  or  dis- 
position of  the  public  lands;  because  tliey  want  to  confine 
the  poor  people  to  (ite  old  States,  to  work  in  the  ^ctories. 
The  pla-i  of  the  manufacturers  is  to  keep  up  the  price  of 
land  to  the  highest  posuble  point;  to  prevent  all  dona- 
tions either  to  tlte  States  or  individualsj  they  oppose  alt 
pre-emptions,  and  all  settlement  riglits,  and  all  confirma- 
tions of  French  ami  Spanish  grantsf  and  they  do  all  this 
upon  a  fixed  principle  of  oppoution  to  emigration  and 
Western  settlement.  As  tlie  guanlians  of  the  maitufac 
turers,  the  committee,  then,  may  be  assumed  to  be  hostile 
to  any  relaxation  in  the  present  rigorous  land  system. 
SooMof  thAcamautUeareknovntoheio.  ItsdwimMa 
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[Mr.  DiccukOH }  ta  known  to  have  been,  for  twelve  jfeani, 
the  moit  (leterminect,  unbending',  and  uncotnpnnniwnf^  op- 
ponent of  every  bill  for  the  beiu-fit  of  the  Weatern  settlers. 

A  leading'  member  of  the  commiltee  [Mr.  Clat]  luu 
disclosed  his  policy,  which  is  to  take  the  proceeds  of  tlie 
public  lands  for  internal  tmprorement,  (which  now  goes 
to  the  leabuHnl  in  the  North  Atlantic  Statea,)  and  the 
colonization  of  Afnea,  in  which  the  British  Government 
funk  above  forty  milltotis  of  dollari,  without  accomplish- 
ing any  Uiiii]^.  Mr.  B.  would  not  now  stop  to  examine 
the  practicability  of  African  colonization.  He  would  re- 
fer those  who  wanted  real  information  on  that  siibjecl,  to 
the  sworn  teatimony  taken  by  order  of  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  in  1826,  reUtire  totheirsettleifientat  Sierm 
Leone,  which  is  only  four  degrees  of  our  settlements, 
und  both  jtist  under  the  equator,  on  the  AVestern  coast  of 
Africa.  For  the  present,  he  would  only  remark  upon  the 
anomaly  of  a  company  uf  private  individuals  in  America, 
without  law  or  charter,  setting-  up  a  Government  In  an- 
other quarter  of  the  world.  It  wus  a'strange  thing  to  s(.-e 
the  agenls  of  these  private  individuals,  exercising  all  the 
powers  of  Government,  making  war  and  peace,  admin* 
istering  justice,  collecting  revenues,  paasmg  bwa,  and 
exercising  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty.  Tliis  was  an 
anomaly-,  which  he  merely  mentioned  in  passing.  The 
real  pouit  he  was  aiming  at  was  this:  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  Western  1  nds  were  to  be  taken,  (according  to'  the 
plan  which  had  been  disclosed,)  to  keep  up  this  anomalous 
and  visionary  Government  in  Africa.  If  any  one  wished 
to  be  charitable,  and  send  his  charity  to  Africa,  let  him 
do  ao.  Mr.  B.  would  not  object  to  the  friends  of  African 
colonization  sending  their  own  .  money  to  Africa;  but  he 
did  object  to  Uie  appropriittion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Western  lands  to  that  object.  He  did  object  to  ravishing 
the  West,  to  replenish  Africa,  He  did  object  to  taking 
the  labor  and  sweat  of  the  white  population  in  the  new 
States,  to  bestow  as  a  gift  upon  the  black  race  in  Africa. 
He  kiTcw  too  well  the  difficulty  with  which  Western 
&rmers  obtained  money  to  buy  land;  how  many  toilsome 
labors  bad  to  be  rime  tlirough  before  the  crop,  or  the 
itock,  waa  ready  for  markett  how  many  retrenchments 
were  made  in  the  family  t  how  many  purchases  were  de- 
nied to  daughters  to  ornament  their  persons,  and  even  to 
lont  to  advance  their  educations;  that  all  the  money  might 
be  saved  and  laid  away  to  buy  pubhc  lands.  He  knew  all 
this  too  well,  to  be  willing  to  see  all  this  money,  after 
being  thus  laboriously  earnt-d,  and  carefully  hoarded  &r 
their  own  Government,  sent  off  to  Africa  to  be  given  as  a 
present  to  the  black  colonists.  For  when  the  money 
would  get  there,  it  was  to  be  Iwd  out  in  buying  lands 
from  the  native  tribes,  and  having  kroometi  to  clear  it, 
and  building  houses  for  the  black  colonists.  Mr.  B.  was 
opposed  to  seeing  the  price  of  public  land  kept  up  in  the 
West,  to  raise  money  from  his  own  white  fcltow-cltizens 
for  these  gratuitous,  and  distant,  and  visionary  objects. 
Let  the  cbiu-itable  eacercisc  charity  at  their  own  expense. 
Our  constitution  forbids  the  levy  of  money  for  tlie  sup- 
port of  any  religion  at  home.  Congress  cannot  raise  a 
d^lar  for  the  support  of  the  chriatiaA  religion  in  America; 
and  ^et  here  is  a  proposition  to  take  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  now  three  millions  a  year,  and  soon  to  be 
five,  (if  the  price  is  not  reduced,)  to  support  our  religion 
in  Africa)  and  that  upon  the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  be- 
tween the  burning  tropics,  and  where  no  seed  of  that  re- 
ligion would  ever  take  the  sli^test  root. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  mean  to  go  mto  the  bill  which  the  com- 
mittee had  reported.  There  waa  enough  in  it  for  lauj^hter 
uid  for  sorrows  for  ridicule  and  for  anfumcnt.  Hia  ear 
waa  atruck  by  tiie  word  indigot  an  articw  which  it  seems 
waa  selected  by  the  committee  for  tlie  total  abolition  of 
duhr.  It  waa  struck  out  of  their  American  system.  Yet 
indigo  was  a  plant  of  the  American  growth,  and,  under 
'<  Bntiih  eolomil  opprvmo,"  in  th«  tun*  that  Hr.  Joiepb 


Gee  wrote  his  book,  was  one  of  the  staples  of  the  SouA. 
It  was  even  now  cultivated  there  to  some  degree,  supplies 
household  manufactures,  and  furnishes  something  for  ex- 
port to  "Europe.  [Mr.  B.  here  called  for  the  document 
of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  showed  that  seveml 
small  parcels  of  American  indigo  had  been  imported  to 
France  and  Scotland  in  the  year  1830.]  Under  the  colo- 
nial system.  Great  Britain  cncrislied  ttie  growth  mle^ 
in  the  Southern  coloniest  she  allowed  a  bounty  upon  its 
production.  After  she  lost  the  colonies,  she  turned  to  lier 
pusseiisions  in  Bengal,  and  cherished  the  plant  there. 
She  was  determined  to  have  a  home  supply  of  indign, 
because,  witliout  it,  her  manufactures  would  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  foreign  Powers.  Our  American  system  m&nu- 
bcturers  proceed  on  a  different  principle}  they  r«1y  upon 
the  fureign  supply,  andabolish  even  the  insignificant  pro- 
tection which  was  allowed  by  the  act  of  1838  to  Ameri- 
can indigo.  1'hey  purchased  the  foreign  article,  ami  had 
actually  bought,  chiefly  from  the  British  po»cs»ons  in 
Bengal,  nearly  five  millions  of  dollars  worth  nnce  1834. 
Tliey  have  also  bought  foreign  wool,  chieSy  from  England, 
to  the  value  of  mure  than  two  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
same  time.  Foreign  soap  and  foreign  oil  are-also  bought 
fur  the  factoriea.  And  then,  when  this  wool,  which 
Came  from  England,  is  greased  with  oil  which  came  fran 
Leghorn,  and  washed  with  soap  which  came  from  Flo 
rence,  and  dyed  with  indigo  which  came  from  Bengkl,  il 
made  into  cloti),  ttiat  clutli  is  christened  with  tlie  nime  of 
American,  and  is  put  up  for  a  domestic  manuracturei  and 
the  people  must  pay  double  fur  it  in  hard  mon^,  utd 
listen  to  a  long  stury,  besides,  about  the  value  of  abome 
market,  and  the  grand  policy  of  being  independent. of 
foreign  nations,  and  especially  of^ngland,  fur  the  clothes 
which  we  wear.  Sir,  the  committee  hare  done  ri^t. 
They  have  acted  upon  the  true  principles  of  Hie  Amtri- 
can  system,  in  striking  out  the  protection  upon  indigv- 
TUey  go  for  domestic  manufactures  upon  foreign  matfri»l^ 
and  let  tliem  show  their  hand,  and  play  out  their  gsme. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  some  phdosophical  reroarkl 
upon  the  different  temperament  of  men,  and  observed 
liow  diveraely  dilf'erent  individuals  were  affected  by  the 
same  circumstance.  The  application  uf  his  remsrks  wu 
to  the  bill  just  brou^it  in.  Some  Senators  were  indi^' 
nant,  and  spoke  with  rage  against  it(  some  were  unuKd, 
and  laughed  at  its  ridiculousness;  some  were  in  despHiri 
others  inspired  with  freah  hopes;  and  to  this  lutter  c)<i!i 
belonged  himself.  He  looked  out  from  this  moment  futtli 
fur  the  dawn  of  new  light  in  favor  of  the  South  and  the 
West.  The  darkest  hour  of  the  nigl)t  was  that  vliic;! 
preceded  tlie  break  of  cUy.  The  American  Q'Hem,  in 
the  conception  and  production  of  this  bill,  liad  reuliul 
Its  deepest  aud  lowest  point  of  darkness!  It  had  exhi5ited 
its  most  hideous  deformity !  It  had  offered  its  lii^^A 
insult  to  the  people !  It  had  rebelled  and  revolted  aguii^ 
the  common  sense  of  all  mankind!  U  liad  received,  from 
its  own  hands,  the  wound  that  is  "  past  all  siirgerv  1"  »nd 
from  this  time  forth  it  must  decline  and  wnt,  until  it  vi* 
nislied  from  all  view,  and  disappeared  from  the  light  of  d^^. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked  that  not  only  had  the  procetdnn;* 
of  the  committee  been  called  in  question,  but  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  in  ordering  the  reference,  wasdrffer- 
ently  understood  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  taken  partm 
tiie  debate.  He  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  any  di*cusii«l 
of  Uie  question,  which  it  appeared  would  be  a  protrscled 
one,  but  to  call  for  the  reading  of  that  part  of  the 
in  which  the  order  for  reference  was  inserted,  f^™*!* 
reading  of  that  part  of  the  journal,  the  intention  of  the 
Senate  might  be  understood. 

The  Secretary  then  read  tliat  part  of  the  jourod  reK^ 
red  to. 

Mr.  DALLAS  said,  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  President,  to 
take  any  part  in  the  general  debate,  which  seems  um 
BiiapUcea  and  prematura. .  Hit  grademan  from  Ctui* 
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[Mr.  Foutth]  mnved  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  just 
rcportecL  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures;  and  based 
bis  motive  upon  a  wnglt  ground,  that  the  committee  had 
nen^Iected  or  mistaken  the  des^^n  of  the  Senate  in  con- 
fiding* to  tliem  the  charffc  of  the  subject.  If  this  be 
correct — if  the  committee  have  failed,  intentionally  or 
otherwise,  to  obey  the  directions,  or  to  conform  to  the 
instructions,  or  even  the  general  understanding  of  this 
body,  as  to  the  mode  of  executing  this  duty,  I  shoulil  join 
cheerfully  in  sending  the  bill  back  to  them.  But  my  re- 
collections vary  from  that  of  the  Senator  from  Geoi^la, 
or  rather  my  impressions  as  to  the  prevailing  motive  and 
dtrsigrt  in  confiding  many  and  apparently  disconnected 
m:»ttersto  the  Commtttc-e  on  MiiniifuctureA,difrer  from  his. 
All  these  subjects  were  referred  to  that  committee,  on  the 
motion  of  thcgx-ntleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hexoricrb,] 
at  a  time  when  the  protracted  deb;ite  having  chiscd, 
though  some  few  new  propositions  were  started,  we  were 
about  to  vote  fur  the  original  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Hr.CLaT.]  The  {fentleman  from  Indiana 
dvclared  his  object  to  be  to  obtain  a  matured  list  or  spe- 
cification of  the  unprotected  articles  to  which  the  resolu- 
tion applied;  being  unwilling  to  assent  or  dissent,  without 
perfectly  understanding  the  detailed  effects.  It  was  sub- 
sequently agreed,  upon  suggestions  from  other  quarters, 
to  put  befure  the  same  committee  all  tlie  resolutions  and 
subjects  which  seemed,  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  bear  on 
the  main  object  of  their  iimuiry.  Not,  as  1  conceive,  tlutt 
tiie  Senate  expected  from  ttiat  committee  a  report  upon 
each  and  all  of  these  matters,  a  report  which  it  would 
take  months  satisfactorily  to  prepare,  but  that  the  Senate 
desired  that  tUe  committee  should  deliberate  upon  the 
main  object,  without  overlooking  the  direct  or  indirect, 
the  near  or  remote,  connexion  with  it,  of  those  various 
other  subjects.  Well,  sir,  the  committee  have  reported; 
thrir  report  is  avowed  only  in  part;  and,  while  present- 
ing a  bill  which  attains  the  chief  purpose  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana — an  enumeration  of  the  unprotected 
articles  which  it  is  proposed  to  admit  duty  free,  they  an- 
nounce a  determination  to  deliberate  fully  upon  the  other 
topics,  and  to  report,  if  they  constitutionally  can,  at  Ui^e 
hereafter.  I  beheve  this  course  to  be  perfectly  regidar 
and  in  order.  I  believe  it  to  involve  no  contempt  what- 
ever  of  the  obligations  of  the  committee  to  the  Senate.  I 
believe  it  usual,  expetUent,  and  natural,,  on  particular 
occasions;  ami  I  cannot,  therefore,  join  my  fnend  from 
Gf  orgia  in  his  proposal  to  recommit,  implying,  as  it  dear- 
ly does,  a  censure  or  reproach  upon  the  committee. 

!l  lie  result  of  the  labors  of  the  committee,  as  far  as 
thus  communicated  to  us,  has  my  entire  upprobation.  I 
w.ll  consent,  at  any  time  the  subject  comes  up,  to  abolish 
wholly  the  existing  duties  upon  the  goods  specified  in  the 
reported  bill.  It  is  the  first  step  we  ought  to  take  in  ac- 
commodating tlie  tariff*  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
country  as  to  revenue.  I  say  this,  Mr.  President,  reflect, 
ingly;  having  noticed  and  approved  it  as  the  wisest  mode 
of  proceeding,  distinctly  recommended  to  Congress  by 
the  Chief  Ma^strate  in  hia  message  prior  to  the  lust.  My 
wish,  therefore,  sir,  is  not  to  part  with  the  b.lt  just  put 
in  the  Seniitor's  power,  but  to  retain  it,  at  zH  event*,  as 
the  basis  of  future  notion.  I  am  about,  in  pursuance  of 
this  desire,  to  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  reserv- 
ing it  within  the  custody  of  this  body,  by  whom,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  it  may  be  takea  up  and  finally  disposed  of. 

It  does,  Jiowever,  sir,  seem  to  be  a  reneml  solicitude 
that  the  Comm  ttee  on  Manufactures  shoultl  make  their 
promised  final  report  before  we  proceed  to  consider  the 
bill  now  Ifefore  us;  and  1  think  it  mo»t  consistent  with 
fiurness  and  good  policy,  that  this  solicitude  should  be 
gratified.'  Hence,  so  far  as  respects  my  individual  con- 
duct, I  hftve  only  to  add  tliat  I  shall  vote  to  keep  the  bill 
upon  the  table  until  a  reasonable  time  sliall  elapse ;  until 
it  be  latitlactorily  isccrtained  that  the  committee  do  not. 


and  will  not,  make  an  additional  report.  I  move  you,  sir, 
that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

At  the  request  ^(  Mr.  DICKER90X,  Mr.  Daius 
withdrew  the  motion  before  the  question  was  put. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  he  should  not  have  risen 
again  on  this  subject,  but  for  the  many  referencn  to  hit 
const itutional  scruples.  He  was  compelled  to  say  that 
the  committee  did  not  purticipate  in  his  scruples.  And, 
indeed,  there  was  no  good  reason  for  restricting  the  power 
of  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  of  revenue  bills;  this 
part  of  our  constitution  was  borrowed  fVom  England,  and 
very  unnpceasarily;  but  it  formed  a  part  of  our  constitu- 
tion. Bills  for  raising  revenue  must  originate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Some  Senators  seem  to  think 
it  quite  a  ridiculous  affair,  that  a  bill  for  reducing  duties 
could  be  a  bill  for  raising  revenue.  But  the  words  raising 
revenue  do  not  mean  increasing  revenue,  but  levying  and 
collecting  duties  and  taxes  fur  the  purpose  of  revenue.  A 
bill  reducing  the  duty  on  wines  from  one  dullar  to  seven- 
ty-five Cents,  per  gallon,  would  be  n  bill  for  raiung  reve- 
nue to  the  amount  of  seventy-five  eents  per  gallon  upon 
wine;  whatever  may  be  the  duty  left,  it  will  be  a  bill  for 
raising  revenue  to  that  amount.  We  wish  to  reduce  our 
whole  revenue  one-third;  a  bill  fur  doing  this  wiH  be  a 
bill  for  raising  revenue  to  the  amount  of  two-lhirds  of 
what  we  now  raise.  But  diminishing  the  duties  does  not 
necessarily  diminisli  the  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  it 
may  increase  it;  a  moderate  reduction  of  high  duties  will 
always  have  that  effect.  A  re<luction  of  twenty  per  cent, 
upon  wines  would  add  tliirty  percent,  to  its  consumption} 
and  so  increase,  and  not  diminish,  the  revenue.  If  the 
Senate  may  originate  a  bill  reducing  duties,  upon  a  pre- 
lumption  that  they  are  not  increasing  revenue, which  they 
could  not  do  if  it  increased  revenue,  and  it  is  discovered 
that  on  any  one. article  the  reduced  duty  would  increase 
file  revenue,  it  would  then  be  a  bill  which  the  Bouse  of 
Representatives  alone  ha<l  the  power  to  originate.  Or  \t, 
"when  such  a  bill  should  be  under  connderation  in  the 
Senate,  a  motion  should  be  made  to  insert  any  amendment 
which  should  give  an  increase  of  revenue,  we  should  be 
in  the  awkward  predicament  of  being  able  to  vute  one 
way  and  not  the  other.  But  in  all  their  scruples  he  was 
wiUing  to  be  overruled;  and  if  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  that  we  could  originate  a  tariff  bill  here,  he,  for 
one,  would  be  willing  to  report  such  ft  bill  kssoonastba 
necessary  infbrmalion  could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  desirous  of  reducing  the  revenue  to 
the  wants  of  the  Government.  No  wi^  to  have  fundi 
for  distribution,  as  insinuated  by  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Smith,]  wtflild  induce  him  to  keep  on  ta;.<:9. 
If  any  portion  of  our  fuiida  are  to  be  appropriated  to  in- 
'tet-nal  improvements,  then  he  was  for  a  distnbution  fiurly 
among  the  States.  He  consideretl,  heretofWe,  that  the 
current  in  bvor  of  internal  improvements  was  irrewstible 
— that  lai^  funds  would  be  appropriated  to  them.  Ho 
viewed  witli  horror  the  partial  legislation  of  Coi'gress  upon 
such  funds,  and,  therefore,  was  for  dividing  them,  before 
we  should  give  another  million  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal,  in  which  his  section  of  the  country  had  no 
interest.  If  the  friends  :.f  internal  improvement,  by  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  will  agree  to  reduce  the  revenue, 
90  that  there  shafi  be  no  funds  about  which  we  are  to 
scramble  m  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  he  would  j<un 
them  heart  and  liand.' 

Mr.  CLAY  rose,  and  sidd  that  it  gave  him  much  plea- 
sure to  say  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mil- 
ler,] in  reference  to  certain  expressions  used  by  that  gen- 
tleman, which  he  uni.erstood,  at  the  time,  in  an  ufTcnsive 
sense,  tliat  he  did  not  now  so  understand  them.  The  gen- 
tleman having  explained  tluit  there  wai  no  offen«ve  mean* 
ing  con\*eycd  in  the  expressions  used,  and  taking  them  in 
connexion  with  otlier  parts  of  the  sentence,  it  would  be 
fvr  from  him  to  attach  to  them  '%  different  signification. 
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The  tcrma  used  were  unfurtunate,  uid  miglit  nituritlly 
lead  to  misappreliension. 

Mr.  Preudent,  the  Committee  on  Manufiictares  liu  been 
chargvd  with  bu>ig  Hn  engioiisiii^  committee.  Ami  with 
wliHt  justice  wuH  Buch  K  chitrge  made?  Tlie  first  proposi- 
tioii  refcn  eil  tu  thenit  called  oii  tue  Committee  on  Finance 
to  mxke  just  such  a  report  as  the  one  before  tliem.  After 
a  full  d.scussion  on  the  motion  ol  Uie  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana, followed  by  motions  of  other  gentlemen,  this  and 
other  propositions  had  been  forced  upon  them:  Hnd  now, 
said  lie,  tliey  are  called  a  usurping;  committee?  Was  it 
because  tliey  liad  reported  only  on  tlie  fintt  subject  com- 
mitted to  their  chaise?  Uidtlie  gentleman  in  truth  expect 
them  tu  report  on  all  tliese  important  subjects  at  once? 
With  respect  to  the  public  lands,  they  had  performed 
part  of  their  dut^,  by  calling  for  infurmatioii  on  that 
all-important  subject;  and  gentlemen  ceil^mly  could 
not  expect  them  to  act  fuitlier,  before  .that  information 
was  obtained.  Of  tlie  necessity  of  this  information  tu 
enable  them  to  form  a  correct  estimate,  every  gentle 
nun  must  be  aware.  l*he  Senator  fi-om  Indmna  liim- 
pelf»  [Mr.  HKSDmcxa,]  on  wliow  motion  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Hannlacturea  were  selected  to  take  charge  of  the 
wibject,  bad,  on  the  very  next  day  after  tite  reference  was 
made,  submitted  a  resolution  culling  fur  information  un  the 
very  subject.  Then,  as  to  the  other  prupositions  giveii 
to  tlie  committee.  [Here  Mr.  C.  entered  mto  an  analysis 
of  the  difTerent  lubjecta  of  reference*  and  argued  that 
the  committee  could  not,'COiuiiitent  witli  propriety,  act 
further,  until  fully  possessed  of  all  tlie  infiirmation  expected 
by  them;  and  contended  that  it  ought  not  to  hinder  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  reported  on.]  He  did  not 
concur  with  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Biktos,] 
that  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  could  be  regarded  in  tlie 
light  of  a  tax  on  the  puicha&ers.  If  it  were  so,  it  would  be 
well  worthy  of  consideration  whether  those  who  have  pur- 
chaaed  lands  at  a  higher  price  than  tliey  are  now  held,  are 
not  entitled  to  some  relief.  A  purchase  uf  land  was  certainty 
a  Voluntary  act,  and  could  not  properly  be  viewed  as  a  tax. 

The  information  called  for  in  rcution  to  the  public 
lands,  he  repeated,  was  necessary  to  enable  the  committee 
to  report  Batjsfactonly  on  that  subject.  It  was  necessary 
for  them'  to  know  the  number  uf  acres  in  the  market,  and 
their  value,  and  the  amount  unsurvcyed.  The  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bchtok,]  himself,  bad  introduced  a 
bill  to  sweep  oft  for  the  Stale  be  represented  a  lialf  of  a 
million  of  acrest  a  bill  had  been  introduced  to  grant  a  like 
quantity  to  the  State  of  HisMssippit  and  it  was  proposed 
tu  make  a  similar  grant  to  one  other  of  tlie  new  States. 
How  far  tliese  and  other  propositions  woukl  reduce  the 
public  domain,  was  yet  tu  be  ascertained.  The  gentleman 
assumed  to  speak  fur  his  constituents  of  the  West! — the 
West!.' — the  West!!!  He  wns,  perhaps,  less  enlightened 
as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  West,  than  the  Senator  from 
Missouri!  bot  there  were  other  Weattm  States  interested 
in  the  public  domain,  than  the  State  ofMiasouri  t  and  others, 
though  perhaps  less  enlightened,  less  eloquent  than  the 
gentleman,  who  were  entitled  to-tpeak  the  sentiments  of  the 
VVen.  But  the  Senator  from  Missuuri  would  not,  heappre- 
hended,(ind  that  all  agree  with  him  in  his  views  asregarded 
the  public  lands  and  the  prutf  ctive  system.  Further,  the 
gentleman  amused  himself  uith  this  bill,  by  callinf^ita dimi- 
nutive quadruped,  and  applying  to  itutberdegrauing  cum- 
pai-isoni.  bir,  the  gentleman  ought  not  to  depKciate  bis 
own  progeny.  Two  yeara  ago  he  introduced  a  bill,  dif- 
fering but  little  from  the  one  now  before  the  Senate. 
In  that  gentleman's  bill,  he  proposed  to  repeal  the  duties  on 
various  articles  of  luxury  not  uf  general  consumption,  and, 
among  others,  on  essence  and  perfumery.  This  bill  did  not 
comprehend  those ai-ticles,  and,  therefui-e,  was  nutsu  odor- 
iferous as  that  of  the  ^ntleman  just  referred  to.  Mr.  C. 
descanted  at  large  on  the  value  ol  the  pruteciing  systvni,and 
concluded  by  saying  that  the  committee  was  &till  asnduous* 


ly  engaged  with  their  examinations,  constantly  keeping  in 
view  afurther  reduction  of  the  revenue,  and  coiitenipbied 
another  report  before  the  close  of  the  session.  He  sliould 
vote  fur  the  mutiun  of  Mr.  Ulu.u  to  lay  tlie  bill  on  the 
tahle,  and  hoped  that  tnatandthe  report  would  be  piiiitMl. 

Mr.  BENTON  ruse  after  Mr.  Clat,  and  tlianktd  him 
fur  producing  the  bill  which  Mr.  B.  had  brought  in  two 
years  ago.  He  wus  happy  it  had  received  the  notice  of 
the  Senator  frum  Kentucky  so  fur  as  to  be  pioduceiUnd 
qtiuted  by  him.  It  contained  many  thingii  *hch  Mr. 
U.  iihuuld  endeavor  to  get  inserted  tu  the  bill  now  bcfcn 
the  Senate.  It  contained  a  catalogue  of  taxed  arttclei 
really  worthy  of  reduction  and  aboLtion.  It  entetcd 
the  woullen  and  the  cottun  region;  it  em\)rjiced  the  tall 
tax,  and  many  other  important  art-cles,  not  one  of  Kliich 
had  £he  Senator  fi-om  Kentucky  read.  He  h»d  rend  ttie 
biigutelles  uidy,  which  Mr.  B.  had  put  into  his  bill  un  u. 
count  uf  their  insignificance;  because  thiy  were  too  insig- 
nificant to  remain  upon  the  statute  buuk;  too  Involuuslo 
be  a  subject  uf  revenuej  tuo  contemptible  fur  tbc  pro- 
gress of  ux  gathering.  They  were  tliruwn  into  the  bill 
to  get  rid  of  them,  as  dust  wouM  be  thrown  out  of  the 
balance  to  clean  it.  But  these  insignificant  items  were 
gatiiereduphy  tlie  Manufacturing  Committee  as  the  great 
objects  uf  taxation  frum  which  the  country  was  to  be  re- 
hevid;  and,  if  struck  from  their  bill,  it  would  be  emptied 
of  all  its  contents;  but,  if  struck  from  bis  [>lr.  B.'s]  lull, 
they  would  nut  be  missed.  His  [Mr.  B/s]  bill  prupoKds 
reduction  of  wxteenmilliuna  of  taxes!  It  bore  in  itk  title  the 
sum  uf  sixteen  millions  fur  education!  Tlicbillot'  tlieMs- 
niifactui-es  Committee  prupuscdto  reduce  tutiveandalialf 
milhoiis;  just  the  one-third  of  tht;  reduciiun  proposed  by 
Ijis  [Mr.  U.'s]  bill;  and  this  five  and  a  half  was  tu  he  cm- 
fined  to  articles  uf  the  must  ridiculous  insigmticaiice.  51r. 
B.  was  free  to  say,  that  if  his  bill  had  cuuti.ined  nothing 
but  what  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  read,  or  wliat 
liad  been  copied  from  it,  he  sliould  have  coiuiitered  it  s 
burlesque  upon  legislation — a  species  of  legislative  jcitng 
to  tantalize  the  anti-tanfl' gentlemen — and  wliicb,  however 
unworthy  of  consideration,  could  not,  consistent  witli  the 
rules  uf  the  Senate,  be  thrown  out  of  the  windows  m  it 
would  have  defierved.  But  it  contained  suroething  dse— 
sumetitiug  really  valuable— fometliing  to  cairy  tlic  reiiuc- 
tiun  tu  sixteen  milliuiis  instead  uf  e  and  a  half;  and  tbe 
Senator  from  Kentucky  might  rest  assured  tliat  he  vonld 
have  to  vote  upon  theur  adiuisiuun  into  tlie  manufacturer)^ 
bill,  as  he  [Mr.  b.]  would  certainly  propose  them  ss  tn 
adilition  to  it. 

Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  state  of  public  sentiment  is 
Missouri,  on  the  question  of  tlie  American  systenii  which 
tile  Senator  from  Kentucky  bad  mentioned  wilh  eiulls- 
tiun,  as  having  been  proved,  on  a  recent  occasiun,  tu  be  in 
favor  of  that  system.  Mr.  B.  assured  him  that  the  proof 
was  the  other  wayt  that  the  uidy  trial  of  that  qucttam 
which  had  been  made  in  Missouri,  was  at  the  general  dec* 
tion  in  Augustlast;  when  the  American  system  caiid.date— 
tie  who  Went  for  the  system  in  all  its  pans  and  all  its  glorj'i 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  Supreme  Court,  and  all!— wm 
beaten  four  thousand  vutes.  Since  then  tliere  liss  beta 
no  trial  of  the  question  in  the  Slate.  The  recent  elecliwi 
for  member  to  Congress,  to  which  the  Senator  wms  allml' 
ing  as  the  triumph  uf  the  American  system,  ft  ai  noUuDf 
but  a  special  election,  at  which  little  more  than  onc-bilf 
the  Toteis  attended.  But  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  needtessto 
look  backwards.  Forward  was  tlie  word!  Otiier  elec- 
tions were  depending,  and  to  come  on  soon,  wbiCli  wi>"tj» 
settle  all  questions!  One  very  eminent  (.lection,  in  vhica 
the  American  uysitcm  flag  would  be  hoisted  oooneeide, 
and  reduction  ot  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  GoverDn-eM 
»  ould  be  hoisted  on  the  otller  side;  and  he  appre.  ciid«d 
the  difttrence  between  tlie  coming 'uut  of  the  iwoflag" 
would  be  sufficient  to  decide  the  question,  without  tus 
sid  of  argument,  or  a  resort  to  referees. 
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With  reipcct  to  th«  bearinff  of  that  remark,  and  which 
eridently  was  intended  to  sieniry  to  the  Senate  that  he 
nir.  B.]  was  misrepresenting' his  constituents  on  this  ques- 
tion of  tiie  American  vfstem,  he  beegvd  that  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  would  give  himself  no  uneastnesi.  Mr. 
B.  and  hu  constituents  understood  each  other.  Tf  he 
mistook  their  interests,  he  paid  the  penalty.  He  did  not 
hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  by  the  tenure  of  six  years,  but  at 
the  will  of  bis  constituents.  They  had  his  manifesto  upon 
that  ptrint,  with  his  sign  manual  to  it.  Whenever  the^ 
ngnified  to  hloi  in  any  way  that  he  had  mistaken  or  sacn- 
ficed  their  interests,  he  retired  from  his  station  and  made 
room  for  anothert  and  this  without  any  cavillinf  as  to 
forma  or  ceremoiies.  If  the  people,  in  their  original  ca- 
pacitf,  either  in  public  meetings,  or  in  nrned  memorials, 
or  through  the  Legislature,  condemned  his  conduct,  he 
submitted  to  the  condemnationt  and  paid  the  penalty  upon 
the  spot,  by  restoring  their  trust  to  their  hands.  He  ac< 
fciK>wle4ged  the  right  of  instruction,  and  should  either 
conform  to  instructional  if  he  recuved  Uiem*  or  r»gn  his 
pbee.  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  how  immatetial  these  per< 
•ooal  explanations  must  be  in  the  eyes  of  the  Senate;  but 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  imposed  the  task  upon 
him,  by  intimating  tliathe  [Mr.  B.]  was  misrepresenting  his 
State  upon  the  question  of  the  American  system.  The 
time  was  when  that  s)'stem  was  popular  in  Uissourii  but 
the  uses  to  which  it  had  been  put,  and  the  metamorphosis 
it  had  undereon^  and  the  purposes  it  now  had  to  answer, 
had  jickenea  the  pe(q>le,  and  they  were  drswing  <^frpm  it. 

One  word  more,  and  Mr.  B.  yould  resame  lus  seat. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  objected  to  the  idea  of  a 
tax  upon  the  people  of  the  new  States  in  selling  the  public 
lands  to  them.  Mr.  B.  considered  the  sales  as  a  tax,  and 
that  the  lands  were  given  to  the  Federal  Government  to 
answer  the  purpose  of  taxation,  that  is  to  say,  to  raise  re- 
venue. They  now  raise  three  nullions  of  revenue  from 
these  landst  and  revenue  came  from  taxes.  He  deemed 
it  a  tax*  and  the  moat  burdiensome  kind  of  tax,  as  it  was 
■n  paid  in  advance  in  a  lump,  and  before  any  thing  was 
made  out  of  the  land.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  the  peo- 
pie  to  have  the  price  of  the  land  levied  as  an  annual  tax, 
so  many  cents  on  the  acre  every  year,  until  the  sum  of 
#1  25  was  made  up,  than  to  pay  it  all  down  in  advance. 
Re  must  adhere  to  lus  idea,,  then,  that  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  were  ui  Uie  nature  of  a  tax;  that  these  sales 
were  made  to  produce  revenue;  that  they  now  produce  an 
enormous  revenue,  and,  if  the  present  price  was  kept  up, 
would  aoon  produce  five  millions.  The  Government  only 
wanted  about  twelve  millions  of  revenue;  and  unless  the 
price  of  public  land  was  reduced,  the  main  burden  of 
supporting  the  Federal  Government  would  fall  upon  the 
brmersinthe  new  States.  Mr.  B.  would  consider  him- 
self truly  misrepresenting,  or  rather  betravin|f,  the  peo- 
ple of  Mivouri,  if  he  £d  not  stnwgle  to  obtam  for  them 
some  benefit  from  the  reduction  or  revenue!  if  he  cUd  not 
labor  hard,  and  exert  himself  to  the  uttermost  degree,  to 
prevent  the  article  which  they  use  most,  the  public  landi^ 
from  being  made  the  subject  of  hard  and  permanent  taxa- 
tion, while  evefy  thing  that  the  manu&cturers  use  ia  to 
be  relieved  from  taxation. 

Mr.  BROWN  siud  that  he  had,  herettrfbre,  during  the 
pTogren  of  the  discussion,  through  its  varioua  stages,  ab- 
■tained  from  taking  any  put  in  it,  under  the  hope  Unt  the 
main  aueation  would  be  presented  to  the  Senate  in  some 
taog^Ue  shape.  The  further  the  session  advanced,  tlie 
more  remote  that  object  appeared;  and  he  had,  nnce  hear- 
ing the  report  of  the  Committee  on  llanufactures,  lost,  iu 
a  great  degree,  the  hope  which  he  had  heretofore  indulg- 
ed, of  a  favorable  adjustment  of  the  subject  of  the  tariii. 
That  report  having  disappointed  the  just  expectation  of 
the  majority  of  those  who  voted  for  the  reference,  ought, 
at  all  events,  to  be  recommitted  to  the  comnuttee,  to  fulfil 
the  ori^nal  intentioaaDf  the  Senate,  by  presenting  to  its 


vie\v,  in  one  bill,  all  the  subjects  that  had  been  given 
them  in  charge.  He  differed  very  widely  with  the  Sena- 
tor Jrom  Pennsylvania,  who  supposed  that  the  success  of 
tlie  motion  of  ttie  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  recommit 
tlie  bill,  would  be  an  implied  censure  on  the  committee. 
In  his  humble  opinion,  it  was  not  only  consistent  with  the 
rules,  but  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  almost  invariable 
practice  of  the  Senate,  to  recommit  subjects  that  had  been 
presented  to  tUem  in  an  unfinished  shape.  But  these,  said 
Mr.  B.,  were  not  the  times  to  stand  on  mere  questions  of 
etiquette,  to  look  only  on  questions  of  delicacy,  when  iar 
more  imporunt  objects  were  involved.  If  the  Senate 
refused  to  reqiure  a  liJl  and  perfect  action  on  tiie  impmt- 
ant  subject  of  a  reduction  of  the  revenue,  through  mo- 
tives  of  delicacy  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Hanufacturei^  we 
shall,  said  he,  do  what  is  worse — ^we  shall  commit  an  act 
highly  disrespectful  to  a  large  portion  of  the  States  of  thii 
confederacy,  whose  interests  were  so  deeply  at  stake.  If 
etiquette  is  to  be  violated,  let  us  do  it  in  favor  of  those 
States  whose  rigfata  have  so  long  been  cUart-garded,  and 
whose  citizens  are  now  looking  to  the  proceedings  of  Con* 
gress  in  relation  to  this  subject,  with  such  intense  and  deep 
solicitude.  Almost*  four  months  of  the  ses«on  had  already 
elapsed,  and  he  saw  but  little  indication  that  this  question, 
so  vitally  interesting  to  manjMf  the  States  of  tiiis  Union, 
was  likely  to  receive  that  full  and  deliberate  consideration 
which  it  was  entitled  to,  above  all  others.  The  period 
had  arrived,  when  some  dedsive  action  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. He  called  upon  gentlemen  who  had  so  repeat* 
ediy  pledged  themsuves  to  a  course  of  condliation,  to 
redeem  those  pledges.  He  by  no  means  questioned  the 
wncerity  with  which  those  professions  had  been  madetbut  if 
gentlemen  were  sincere,  as  he  presumed  them  to  be,  the  pe- 
riod had  then  arrived  for  them  to  carry  them  out  in  practice. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  there  is  a  species  of  tactics  in  legisla- 
tion as  well  as  in  war,  which  accomplishes  the  defeat  of 
an  adversary,  by  delay;  and  this  report,  he  believed,  was 
calculated  to  produce  that  result.  It  ^owed  nothing  af^ 
firmatively  or  negatively,  with  regard  to  the  great  ques- 
tion of  reducing  the  revenue  do4irn  to  a  proper  standud. 
Let  us  of  the  agricultural  States  understand  fully,  and  at 
once,  what  we  are  to  hope  for.  If  our  voices  are  to  be 
wholly  unheard,  and  our  mterests  disregarded,  in  the  na- 
tional councils,  it  is  due  to  ua>  from  the  advocates  of  the 

Eirotective  system,  to  let  us  know  it  at  once.  I^t  ui  no 
onger  be  tantalized  with  profesiiont  which  are  to  a«ate 
only  vain  and  illusory  hopes.  What,  ur,  will  be  the  feel- 
ings of  indignation  exdted  among  the  people  of  thosa 
States,  oppressed  by  the  crying  injustice  of  the  protective 
policy,  when  they  shall  be  told  that  Congress  is  debating 
on  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  duties  on  a  class  of 
articles  consumed  mostly  by  those  in  opulent  circum- 
stances^ while  they  ought  to  be  taking  the  most  efficient 
■tepB  to  relieve  the  country  of  the  burdens  which  were 
daily  undermining  its  prosperity^ 

The  Senator  ftom  Mune  [Mr.  Spkaoux]  had  express- 
ed his  astonishment  that  any  excitement  should  have  been 
manifested  on  this  question.  To  him  it  was  a  matter  of 
no  surprise.  It  was  natural  for  those  who  believed  that 
justice  was  denied  them,  tofeelit,  and  express  themselves 
strongly.  He  believed  that  even  in  the  gentleman's  own 
State  some  exdtement  was  felt  on  the  subject.  The  le- 
gislature of  that  State  had  very  lately  adopted  reaolutioni 
expressing  the  strongest  disapprobation  of  the  existing 
tariff,  a  circumstance  which  he  hailed  with  gratification. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  expressed  his  con- 
stitutional scruples  with  regard  to  the  power  of  the  Senate 
to  originate  a  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  revenue.  This 
principle,  if  correct,  would  olace  the  Senate,  on  questions 
of  taxation,  in  the  unenviable  attitude  of  being  powerful 
for  mischief,  but  impotent  for  good.  We  may,  acctwding 
to  this  doctrine,  assitt  the  other  branch  of  Congren  in 
imponng  burdem  on  the  country  to  any  extent  but  we 
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cannot  originate  any  measure  for  their  reduction.  He  ad- 
mired the  (iexterity  of  some  of  tlioae  gentlemen  friendly  to 
the  protective  system,  in  suitinfif  their  opinions  to  their 
wishes.  'When  the  queMion  wu  before  them,  of  reduc- 
ing the  duticK  on  utidei  of  geoenl  neceaii^,  then  the 
constitution  Imposed  objectionai  but  when  the  ques- 
tion arose  of  totally  repealing  a  pfMtion  of  duties,  the 
repeal  of  which  would  operate  beneficially  to  the  manu- 
fiictiirer,  then  their  scruples  were  no  lonj^er  heard  of. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  Agree  with  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky, [.Mr.  Cut,]  that  a  reduction  of  duties  would  lead  to 
an  aliolition  of  the  protecting  system.  Whenever  a  re. 
duction  was  urged,  the  fears  of  the  manufucturing'  inte- 
rests were  to  be  alarmed  by  representing  their  destruction 
as  ine^-itahle  by  such  a  course.  Was  that  system  so  de- 
pendent for  its  existence  on  high  duties,  tliat  it  must,  as  a 
necessBTy  consequence,  pL-rish  without  them?  He  could 
not  believe  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  the  manufacturing 
establishments  of  our  country  destroyed,  though  he  wati 
unwilling  that  they  should  be  sustained  by  tlie  destruction 
of  otiicr  g^eat  interests. 

The  principle  of  protection,  as  practised  by  our  Go- 
rernment,  he  nncerely  believed  unconstitutional;  and  not 
deeming  this  a  proper  occasion  to  gn  into  an  argument  of 
that  question,  he  would  content  him.self  with  remarking, 
that  thifl,  or  any  other  Government,  whicli  exerted  its  au- 
thority to  take  from  one  class  of  citizens  the  profits  of 
their  labor  to  bestow  them  on  another  class  waa*  in  his 
opinion,  essentiully  de-ipcitic. 

TIte  most  valuable  princfpie  in  free  Government  was, 
next  to  the  security  of  personal  rights,  that  which  secured 
the  private  property  of  the  citizen  from  being  taken  fi>r 
tny  other  purpose,  except  in  the  shape  of  taxes,  to  sup- 
port the  Government  in  its  legitimate  objects.  He  had 
the  highest  reverence  fur  the  Union  of  tlie  States.  His  most 
anxious  desii-e  wad  to  perpetuate  it.  The  experiment 
which  we  Were  now  nuking,  in  u  great  de^ee,  involved 
the  success  of  free  Governments  in  every  part  of  the  worMj 
and  its  extinction  here  would  be  the  atgiml  fur  its  extinc- 
tion  in  ever)'  other  coiuttry.  He  was  willing,  tht-refore, 
to  sacrifice  much  for  the  sake  of  conciliation;  and  though 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  Southern  States,  not  the 
IeB»t  btrenuouily  opposed  to  the  protective  system,  he  was 
prepared  to  meet  gentlemen  on  the  bulf-way  ground,  be- 
lieving tliat  our  federal  system  of  Govemmetit  can  oidy 
continue  to  exist  by  the  exercise  of  tltat  spirit  of  com- 
promise and  cunc.liation  which  gave  it  birth. 

Mr.  SMITH  observed  that  they  had  been  informed  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  th»t  the  Comniltlee  on  Manu- 
facUires  would  watt  untd  they  received  information  from 
the  Secretar)'  of  the  Treasury,  who  hail  his  agents  abroad 
collecting  it,  before  they  repurte<l  further  on  the  other 
subjects  rcf.-rred  to  them.  Ami  why  not,  said  Mr.  S., 
have  waited  until  they  gut  that  information,  before  they 
reported  at  all  >  Hiey  m-ght  then  ^ve  tnthe  Senate  such  a 
report  as  it  would  be  proper  for  it  to  receive,  and  them  to 
give;  and  by  this  means  ha^'e  avoided  the  difficulties  that 
were  then  presented.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
considered  this  bill  as  a  report  in  part,  and  that  the  com- 
miltte,  in  conformity  with  their  instructions,  bad  a  right 
to  make  such  a  report.  In  this  particulai-,  this  bill  in  part 
was  in  fact  a  bill  in  ioto — open  to  amendments,  which  will 
be  proposed  when  in  Committee  oftlie  Whole;  and  which 
the  committee,  if  they  bad  rightly  performed  the  duty  as- 
signed tliem,  would  have  rendere<l  unnecessary  by  com 
prchendingthe  whole  subject.  Well,  then,  this  committee 
was  to  wait  until  they  g^t  the  information  required  from 
the  Secretary'  ofthe  Treasury.  When  would  they  get  this 
information?  How  long  hndthey  to  wait?  The  commit- 
tee had  nut  told  them;  but  it  was  shrewdly  suspected  that 
it  would  not  be  received  before  the  close  of  the  ses»on. 
Better  liadthey  left  the  subject  untouched,  until  they  got 


us  from  the  other  House.  After  some  further  renstki 
from  Mr.  S., 

Mr.  M  ARCT  said  he  should  like  to  know  from  the  aena> 
tor  from  Penn^lvania,  wheUier,  in  moving  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  his  object  was  to  let  it  remsin  there  until  the 
committee  had  further  reported,  or  whether  the  bill  wu 
to  be  taken  up  said  acted  on,  perhaps  the  next  day,  nr  a 
day  or  two  afterwards.  If  the  latter  was  the  object  of  the 
Senfitor  from  Pennsj'lvania,  he  was  disposed  to  vote  it 
down  by  adopting  the  motion  of  tlie  Senatnr  from  Geor- 
gia, for  at  once  he  saw  the  difficulties  apprehended  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland.  The  committee  tells  us,  saidlt^ 
that  their  bill  applies  only  to  artieles  nOt  coming  in  compe. 
tition  with  Amencan  produce  orinduatry;  andyet,iftheir 
bill  takes  the  course  suggested  by  the  Senatnr  from  Mary- 
land, the  very  first  votes  will  probably  be  taken  on  the 
protected  articles,  which  it  includes.  Mr.  M.  mule 
no  promises  with  regard  to  conciliation,  and  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  any,  for  he  was  not  <risposcd  to  mislead 
any  one;  but  if  conciliation  Was  the  object,  it  appraredto 
him  that  it  was  to  be  attained  by  a  bill  easeniat^  different 
from  the  one  before  them.  Henatl  aaid,  in  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  discussion,  that  he  would  vote  for  a  reienue 
adequate  to  the  bare  wantitof  the  Government;  and,  se- 
condly, that  he  would  not  abandon  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection. Whi  ther  these  were  incompatible  or  nut,  he 
would  not  then  pretend  to  sayj  both  objects  weredesrto 
him,  and  he  should  lie  glud  to  see  them  reconciled. 

If  the  object  of  the  Senator  from  Peniisyhania  wu  to 
lay  the  bill  On  the  table  antil  the  report  was  received  front 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tu  enable  the  committre  to 
comply  fully  witli  the  instructions  of  the  Senate,  he  »« 
disposed  to  vote  for  thepropf.sition;  but  if  the  bill  a'asto 
be  taken  up  the  next  day,  or  a  day  or  two  thereafter,  he 
should  vote  for  the  recommitment  moved  by  the  SeiutO' 
mm  Georgia. 

After  s>ime  additional  remarks  from  Hessn.  CLATana 

FOnSVTH, 

Mr.l)ALLAS,liaving  been  culled  on  by  the  Senstorfrom 
New  York  [Mr.MancT  jto  state  the  obji  ct  he  had  in  view  in 
moving  to  lay  the  b.ll  on  the  table,  naid  tliat  he  jircfcmd 
that  course,  from  a  nensc  of  courtesy  to  the  committee  vlio 
had  reported  the  bill.  He  preferred  tliat  cmirsc  forirtlitf 
reasons;  one  of  which  was,  tliat  if  the  Senator  from  Grofr 
gia  succeeded  in  carrying  his  mot  on,  lie  would  dtft  at  lui 
own  purposes.  A  rewiromitment  wmild  of  courbc  go  wiili- 
ont  instruction^  and  to-morrow,  or  the  earfiest  perod 
thereafter,  the  same  biTI,  or  one  s  m  lar  in  pri'iCijjle,  nii^rht 
again  be  presented.  By  pevniittlnj;  tiiia  b  II  to  lie  on  the 
table,  the  Senati:  wouM  keep  possession  ofthe  labnn  of 
the  committee  so  far  as  tliey  had  gc)ne;  and,  ifit  should  be 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  ihisliill  should  not  be  taken 
up  until  the  committee  had  completed  their  invei.tgsti««S 
it  would  be  easy  to  ascertain  it.  ¥or  his  own  part,  he  wst 
perfectly  Satisfied  with  the  biO,  and,  as  he  had  before»id» 
prepared  to  act  on  it  at  oneej  but,  from  a  feeCng  ofcou^ 
teay  towards  those  gentlemen  who  differed  with  liim  m 
opinion,  he  should  be  unwilling  to  call  it  up  until  the  catn- 
miltee  had  had  a  reiwonable  time  to  make  further  rcporti. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL,  af\cr  exprcssing'his  "bj""!^^ 
length,  to  the  partial  report  of  the  committee,  suggested 
to  3ie  Senator  from  PeniiBylvania  [Mr.  Ualus]  a  courts 
which  would  obviate  the  difficulties  presented  by  a  recom- 
mitment, and  be  preferable  to  laying  the  bill  on  the  ttl>  «• 
Letu^taid  Mr.T.,1akeup  thisbitl,  and  make  it  tliconler 
of  the  day  for  some  day  in  the  month  of  May.  Sun  Ivi  oj 
that  time' the  committee  would  be  preparetl  with  sufficient 
information  for  a  further  report,  or  tlie  House  of  Hepre- 
sentatives  will  have  sent  us  a  bill  as  a  siibstitiite  fur  t(i* 
One  further  remark.  When  objections  were  uwed^iM* 
comrrittiny  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  of  Eeiitucky 
[Mr.  BiBi]  to  reduce  the  price  ofthe  public  lands  to  itie 


all  the  infomstion  they  wanted,  or  until  a  bill  was  sent  to  [  Comnuttce  on  ManuftctuTc%  he  had  contended  that  disl 
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proptMition,  affectinpf  one  item  of  the  public  revenue,  was 
jU8t  u  mucli  suited  to  the  considepatlon  of  th«t  committee, 
as  the  other  propositions  that  had  been  referred  to  them. 
He  had  t<ad  them,  then,  that  there  vere  three  g^reat  inte- 
reits  to  be  consulted  in  fixing  the  revenue  on  a  permanent 
basis.  First,  the  maiiufactiirrr!i,  whose  interests  were 
promoted  bya  system  ofh  g'h  duties,  and  these  were  prin- 
cipally to  be  found  in  the  North  and  Bust  j  second,  tlie  pro- 
ducers principally  of  the  *5oiith,  whose  interest  it  was  to 
reduce  the  duties  to  the  lowest  extent,  consistent  with  the 
wants  of  the  Government;  and,  thirdly,  the  people  of  the 
West,  who  were  but  little  affected  by  either  hijfh  or  low 
duties  on  articles  of  importation,  but  whose  object  it  was 
to  be  relieved  from  the  annual  draiijfht  on  their  rewurces, 
in  the  shape  of  sales  ofthe  public  lands. 

The  first  ofthese  classes,  the  manufactiirlnif  part  ofthe 
coiintrj',  was  benefited  by  a  system  of  protecting-  duties, 
because  it  enhanced  the  price  ofthe  articles  proluced  by 
thrir  industry,  aiKl  coulil  by  no  means  be  injured  by  tlie 
enhanced  pnce.  because  they  produced  as  much  ofthe  ar- 
ticles as  they  wanted.  Did  not  every  jpentleman  see  this' 
What  harm  could  a  tax  of  even  a  thousand  dollars  per  ton 
on  iron  do  to  his  friend  fcom  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  DicBis- 
soT,]  who  made  as  much  of  it  as  he  wanted)  One  ofthe 
Senators  from  Rhode  Island  was  largely  Interested  in  a 
cotton  factory.  How  could  that  gentleman  be  injured  by 
a  duty,  to  nny  extent,  on  manufactured  cotton?  Was  it 
not  plain  that  ev::py  m<tnufacturer  was  interested  in  keep- 
inff  up  the  duties  to  the  hij|-heat  i-ates  on  the  poods  manu- 
factured  by  him,  because  )f  wus  his  business  to  sell,  not  to 
biiy>  The  shoemaker  d'd  notg^itohis  neig'hbor  to  buy 
shoes.  Now,  as  respected  the  unprotected  articles,  had 
the  manufictwrers  not  a:i  interest  in  reducinjf  them  to  the 
lowest  possible  price,  by  a  rept-al  of  duties?  These  arti- 
cles do  notcone  in  connpetitioii  with  their  industry;  they 
do  not  produce  them;  have  to  purchase  what  they  con- 
sume, and  are  consequently  as  much  intert'sted  in  reduc- 
ing  tUe  duty,  as  tlie  anti-tarlfF  portion  of  the  country  is 
intereiited  in  reducing  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles. 
Ss  &r,  then,  the  system  of  protection  operated  as  a  boun- 
ty on  the  intereiit  of  the  North  and  East,  while  the  relief 
afTonlcd  by  the  bill  is  to  be  divided  between  them  and  tlie 
South.  But  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  bill  would 
not  be  equally  divided.  Three-fourtlis  at  least  wouhtbe 
received  by  the  manufacturlofT  States;  for  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  population  of  the  South  did  not  consume  the 
articles  to  be  exempted  fruni  taxation.  He  appealed  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Did  that  gentleman's  slaves 
drink  wine,  tea,  and  coffee?  Did  he  feed  them  with  spi- 
ces, and  clothe  tliem  with  silks'  Where,  then,  was  the 
fair.ieasclaimed  for  the- bill,  when  one-half  of  tlie  Southern 

Sopiilation  did  not  consume  the  articles  it  relieved  from 
uty?  This  was,  then,  the  compromise  that  gentlemen 
were  pledged  to.  Here  ia  a  revenue  of  twenty-two  mil- 
lions of  dtdlars,  say  they,  of  which  you  of  ttie  South  pay 
fifteen,  and  we  and  you  bother  pay  serent  and  we  will, 
for  the  sake  of  conciliation,  take  off  the  seven,  and  keep 
oil  the  remaining  lifleen.  Mr.  T.  next  adverted  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Western  people.  Do  they  care  for  protec- 
tion. They  live  in  such  a  situation,  that  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation to  them  on  articles  of  importation,  even  if  they 
came  in  duK  free,  would  come  to  so  much  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  their  using  them.  They  were,  there- 
fore, necessarily  restricted  to  the  use  of  the  domestic  arti- 
cle. I  appeal  to  the  Senators  from  Ohio.  Do  you  sell 
any  iron  in  Pennsylvania?  No.  Pennsylvania  has  aa  much 
iron  of  her  own  as  she  wants.  Do  you  sell  any  in  Ten- 
nessee? No.  Tennessee  has  not  only  as  much  now  as 
she  wants,  but  she  can  undersell  Pemisylvania  in  one  of 
berown  markets,  (PitUburg.)  Ohio,  then,  supplied  Ohio 
alone.  As  it  was  with  iron,  so  it  was  with  other  articles 
of  general  consumption.  It  makes  but  little  difference  to 
tbem  Thethcr  you  ti^  off  or  put  on  doUei.   Tbeir  own 


wants  are  supplied  from  their  own  resources;  and  protec* 
tion  neither  enhances  the  price  of  tlieir  commodities,  nor 
diminishes  the  cunsumption.  But,  then,  there  was  ano* 
ther  subject  in  which  tliey  were  interested)  and  tliat  waa 
the  amount  of  money  annually  drawn  from  them  for  the 
sales  ofthe  public  lands.  Mr.  T.  entered  at  Urge  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  showing,  in  various  views  of  the 
subject,  how  greatly  the  West  was  interested,  both  as  re- 
gained their  pecuniary  interest,  and  the  great  object  of 
increasing  their  population  in  glutting  the  lauds  into  mar- 
ket on  the  lowest  terms;  and  concluded  by  adverting  to 
Mr-  Rush's  ct^Iebmted  report,  in  wiiich  it  is  recommended 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  the  public  lands,'tD  prevent  a 
drain  of  the  population  from  the  tOanufiicturing  States. 
That  is,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  keep  wages  down  there,  you 
must  keep  up  tlie  public  lands  to  the  highest  pr'ce. 

Mr.  T.  next  touched  on  that  part  of  the  remarks  of  th« 
Senator  fi-um  Nev  Jersey,  [Mr.  DicKxaao5,]  in  which 
he  expresses  his  constitutional  scruples  with  regard  to  tiie 
power  uf  the  Senate  to  originate  a  bill  for  the  reaiiction  uf 
revenue,  which  he  considered  equivalent  to  a  bill  for  the 
raising  of  revenue.  He  did  not  wish  to  weaken  ttie  gen- 
tleman's scrupK-s;  lie  wislied  rather  to  strengthen  them. 
Months  ago,  when  die  Senator  from  Kentucky  introduced 
his  reoolut'on,  Mr.  T.  entered  his  protest  against  tlie  prin- 
ciple it  contained.  Whence  do  you  derive  your  power 
to  originate  a  revenue  bill?  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the 
constitution.  Mr.  T.  here  entered  iTito  a  full  and  lumi- 
nous exposition  uf  tiie  constitutional  queationt  after  which, 
he  cimciudcd  his  remarks  by  proposing  that  if  the  Sena- 
tor fi-otn  Pennsylvania  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  with  a  perfect  understanding  ttiut  it  was  not  to  be 
taken  up  until  the  committee  had  had  a  reasonable  time 
to  make  additional  reports,  or  until  a  bill  came  from  the 
other  House,  he  woiikl  vote  for  tlic  motion. 

Mr.  DICKEUSON  said  that  .t  appeared  that  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Tazkwsll]  liad  much  stmtiger  scru- 
ples as  to  tlie  power  of  the  Senate,  tiian  he  htia,  or  tliati 
the  Senator  had  in  times  past,  for  he  was  confident  that 
Si^nalor  hail  by  his  vote  sustained  bills  originating  in  the 
Senate  fur  rai»ng  revenue. 

Mr.  DALLAS  then  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  wltii  the  understanding  that  it  remain  there 
until  a  reasonable  time  had  been  allowed  to  the  committee 
to  make  a  further  report. 

The  yeas  and  nays  tiaving  been  ordered,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  MILLER,  the  question  of  laying  the  bill  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote; 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Cluy,  Clayton. Dallas, 
Dickerson,  Duilley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelingliuyseii,  Heiw 
dricks.  Holmes,  Johiwton,  Knight,  Marcy,  Poiitdexter, 
Pientiss,  Hubbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague, 
TazeM'ell,  7'ipton,  Tomhnson,  Wa^^uman,  Webster. — 27. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  RUis, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Moore,Robinaon,Smith,1'roup, Tyler,  White.— 19. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Mohdat,  Apkil  3. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  hid  oq  the  table  the  foUowing  re- 

solution: 

Raolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  connderatioii  of  the  several  sub- 
jects referred  to  it  by  the  Senate  on  the  S2d  idtirook  and 
not  reported  on,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  select 

committee. 

Mr.  HOLMES  Uid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution; 
Beaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  Uie  amount  of 
imports  and  exports  to  the  European  possessions  of  Great 
Britain  during  the  year  ending  the  oOth  September, 
1S31,  together  vith  the  amount  of  tonnage  en^ed  du> 
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ring  that  time,  diMinguMiiiif  betveen  the  American  and 
forei^  tonnag^. 

Mr.  SMITH  lud  on  the  Uble  the  following  reK>lution: 
Raolved,  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  cause  a  sUtement  to  be  made  to  the  Senate  of  the 
amimntoftiie  several  duties  that  would  be  repealed  tn  case 
the  bin  reported  from  the  Comndttee  on  Hanu&rturea  on 
the  SOthultimo,  "to  repeal  inptttthedutiesonimportSt'* 
should  pass. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  for  a  diort  time  to  the  con- 
sideration ofexecutive  busineu. 

When  the  doors  were  opened,  the  conuderation  of  the 
geneml  appropiiatwn  bill  Tor  the  support  of  Government 
VIS  resumed. 

The  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
finance,  augmenting  the  appropriation  for  the  contingent 
expenses  or  the  Supreme  Court,  and  other  courts  orthe 
United  States,  was  disctissed  at  length  by  Senators  SMITH, 
WEBSTER,  FORSYTH,  TYLER,  HAYNE,  MARCY, 
and  MILLER.  Mr.  FOOT  also  made  the  following  re- 
marks: 

From  the  sUtement  made  by  the  chairman,  sMd  Mr. 
P.,  that  this  amendment  oalj  proposes  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  such  expenses  as  were  auth(»ized 
bylaw,  taxed  by  tiie  courts,  ana  approved  by  the  Comp- 
troller, he  was  not  disposed  to  withhold  the  appropriation; 
it  had  become  a  debt,  which  the  Government  is  bound  to 
discharge.  But,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  was  grati6ed  to  find  that 
even  the  Senator  from  Harybnd  [Hr.  Skits]  is  ready 
to  acknowlet^  that  there  has  been  an  "enormous  in- 
creaseof  expenses,"  underthisadminiatration.  it  ti,  in- 
deed, enonnous!  I  Inl830,*31, '22,  thereappearstohave 
been  but  tiiirty  thousand  dollan  appropriated  for  expenses 
of  courts.  In  1830,'  1,  '2,  these  expenses  have  amounted  to 
five  hundred  and  ninetr*riKht  tiiousand  dollars!  showing 
an  increase  of  fire  huadredand  «x^-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars! !  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shows  no  good  or  sufficient  reason  for  such  "enormous  in- 
crease!" Is  it  not  possible— is  it  not  probable — is  it  not  a 
ftct— which  will  appear  on  a  close  mvestigation  in  the 
departments,  from  tiie  accounts,  that  the  entenaes  have 
been  much  increased  by  the  removal  of  fiutiiml  and  com> 
petent  district  attorneys,  and  the  appointment  of  young 
ta  incompetent  officers^  of  district  attorneys  who  have 
involved  the  United  Slates  in  great  and  unnecessary  ex- 
penses? in  groundless  prosecutions?  or  from  their  inability 
to  defend  the  interests  of  the  United  States?  or  in  laree 
sums  pud  for  asMstant  counsel,  to  aid  these  new  district 
attorneys?  It  is  well  known  that  almost  every  district 
attomc^  has  been  removed,  or  a  new  one  appointed  on 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  since  the  commencement  of 
this  administration!  Connecticut  has  furnished  one  eX' 
ample  of  the  removal  of  an  able  and  excellent  officer.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  postpone 
his  nomination,  with  alt  others,  during  the  last  session,  in 
the  late  administration,  which  failed — and  he  was  appoint- 
ed. I  understand  that  at  the  first  coart  after  his  appoint- 
ment, and  during  the  pendency  of  an  important  trial  for 
the  recovery  of  a  penalty,  the  district  attorney  received 
a  letter  revoking  his  commission,  wUch  he  stated  to  the 
court  The  court,  however,  appointed  him  to  manage 
the  cause,  and  it  has  been  said  he  made  a  most  able  argu- 
ment, and  recovered  a  judgment  for  the  heaviest  penalty 
which  has  been  recovered  m  that  State  fbr  many  years! 

It  is  notorious  tiiat  the  removal  of  clerks  in  the  Exeen- 
Utb  oflBee^  and  tibe  appobitment  of  inexperienced  offi- 
cers^ hu  caused  much  delay  in  the  setdement  <^  accounts, 
and  greaUy  increased  the  expenses  in  those  departments. 
The  Senator  took  occasion,  some  time  since,  on  a  bill  for 
the  erection  of  barracks  in  New  Orieans,  to  enter  into  a 
defence  of  this  administration,  to  deny  that  the  expendi- 
tures had  increased  i  and  endeavored  to  prove  that,  instead 
of  %nj  increase  in  the  expen^turea  of  ^e  Oovermnent, 


there  had  been  an  actual  diminution  in  the  expenses  uiet 
the  present  administration  came  into  power. 

[Here  Mr.  SMITH  interrupted  Mr.  Foot,  and  Hid, 
' '  Uie  Senator  has  made  his  speech  to  show  tluit  the  di^ 
trict  attorney  in  Connecticut  baa  been  removed"— sad 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Vice  PreaidenL] 

Mr.  FOOT  resumed.  Sir,  the  Senator  mw  rat  sMured 
I  have  other  objects  in  view,  and  he  mil  hear  more  on 
this  subject  of  wasteful  expenditurci  and  I  call  hii  aUen> 
tion  to  the  statement  which  was  maide  by  me  at  the  hrt 
sesrion,  taken  from  official  documents,  which  he  caiuiat 
controvert  or  deny,  and  which  he  may  examine,  and  lee  if 
he  can  discover  any  mistake!  The  same  statement  is  now 
before  mci  showing  that  the  appropriations  for  ^  objecb 
except  the  pubUc  debt,  during  tlte  two  first  yesra  of  Jack- 
son's administration,  exceeded  those  of  the  two  hit 
years  of  the  preceding  administration  by  an  amount  ti 
«2.968,563  80;  and  of  this  excess  $1,3{B,039  95  wu  n 
the  civil  list!  And,  sir,  I  go  fiuiher:  the  appropria- 
tions h)  1829-30,  were  -  -  ^,157.523  IS 
Do.  1827-38,      -         -         -  45,859.059*? 

Ibking  excess  ID  the  two  last  years,  above 
the  appropriation  of  the  two  preceding 
years  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,      6,398,463  71 
Deduct  for  pubhc  debt,  balance  in  two 
last  yean  over  two  first,  -  1,57^519  5i 

Leaves  an  excess  of  appropriations  in  two 
last  years  over  and  above  appropria- 
tions in  the  two  preceding  years,         {4,725,9*3  17 

Bu^  sir,  it  may  be  said,  tiiese  are  only  the  ^{froprit* 
tions.  Tilts  is  true,  sir;  but  we  will  now  examine  the 
actual  expenditures  in  the  same  years;  and  the  attention 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  [klr.  Swtb,]  who  h» 
said  that  "this  administration  has  reduced  the  public  ex- 
penditures," ia  particularly  invited  to  the  statement  dnva 
from  the  returns  from  the  Treasury  Department.  [Hen 
Mr.  SMITH  declared,  "I  will  not  hear."  Hr.  F.  pro- 
ceeded to  state:  If  there  ia  no  mistake  in  the  calcuhtKm, 
(and  I  can  find  no  mistake,)  it  will  be  found  that  the  ac- 
tual expenditures  of  the  two  first  years  of  Jacluon's  ad- 
ministration were  •  -  -  ^7,859,395  41 
Similar  expenditures  in  do.  do.  of  Adams's,  35,47^531  65 

Showing,  in  two  years,  that  this  "ecmio- 
nuod"  administration  of  General  Jack* 


3,383,873  76 


K725,943  \r 


son  actually  expended  more  than  Mr. 
Adami's,  tile  sum  of  -  • 
And  leaving  a  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  those  yean  to  be  yet  accounted 
for,  either  for  current  expenses,  wliich 
may  increase  the  amount  or  to  be  car> 
ried  to  the  surplus  fund,  • 

WUdi,  added  to^;ether,  will  p.wn  the 
■mmint  q>propriated, 

But,EudMr.  F.,thisisnotall:  we  are  now  called upoa 
for  an  appropriation  exceeding  in  amount  the  appropt* 
tion  of  the  hut  year  by  $371,092! 

This  is  the  boasted  economy!  this  the  reirenchmwt. 
this  the  promised  reform!  of  this  prudent  and  "■'"'f*^, 
ministration!  !  Sir,  such  retrenchment  needs  twa^ 
Such  reform  needs  retrenchment!  And  such  ecoDOwr 
needs  botii  retrenchment  and  reform!  ,  . 

The  Senator  from  HaryUnd  [Mr.  Sxitb]  Coinphiw  « 
a  statement  made  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  IH''- 
Clattoit,]  which  has  been  published  in  Ac  Natioml  In- 
telligencer, which  he  admits  wears  rather  an 
pearance  for  this  administntitmf"  but  he  says  it 
a  ftrortble  period,  of  onl^  two  f9iu%,  hi  each  aduuffi' 
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tioD,  «nd  to  the  prejudice  of  tlui  adminutntion,  and  that 
he  ouf^t  to  have  embraced  the  whole  four  yearn  of  each! 
and  saya  there  ia  a  huU  mistake  in  that  itatement.  Sir,  I 
vill  pTC  the  comparative  eipenaet  for  three  yean,  in 
what  oaa  been  oalled  our  diplomatic  intercourae,  during^ 
the  admiiuitration  of  Mr.  Aduu,  and  of  Oeneral  Jackaon* 
(und  General  Jackaon  haa  been  in  office  but  three  yeani) 
and  the  Senator  will  find  he  hai  made  a  itiatake  of  over 
«30,000.  Instead  of  fSStikOOO,  aa  be  haa  atatsd  it.  the 
appropriation  is  9370,156;  he  hw  not  included  ods  of  die 
30.000  contingencies! 

Appropriations  for  dipkunatie  ftnmcD  inteicourae  (if  Ait 
ia  the  tenit)  in  1830.  '31.  'S3,      -         -  4694,656 
SaaM,m  1S^.'38,'39,  467,500 


Which  xeAsA  the  last  three  years'  exceas  over 
the  first  three  reara,  in  our  nffmni  mtercoona 
alone,  in  recalEn^  fivdgn  miiuatars,  and  re- 
wardii^  &rafite%  •  ■ '  #237,156 

But,  nr,  these  are  not  the  only  expensea  which,  in  my 
opinion.  ou|^t  to  be  reduced.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
some  time  since  a  reaolution  was  offered  by  AM,  instruct- 
ing' tiie  Committee  on  Finance  to  ioqatre  iatb  the  expe- 
diency of  aboli^ing-  the  offices  of  Second  Conmtnller  and 
Second  Auditor.  In  looking  at  the  "  official"  cWie,  to 
which  my  attention  was  callra  this  moriuntt  it  seems  that 
the  incumbent  in  one  of  thoae  offices  haa  cbr^ed  me  with 
Bomeduog  like  coalition,  or  coatbination,  to  injure  bim! 
by  propoaing  to  abolidi  lUa  offic*!  On  tUi  lutyeet.  I  have 
only  to  say  that  the  incumbents  are  both  unknown  to  me. 
They  have  been  mpcrinted  under  this  administration.  I 
never  saw  either  of  them,  to  my  knowledge^  and  am  vei^ 
sure  they  know  u  little  of  m^^when  such  s  charge  la 
made.  But.  nr.  this  is  not  the  only  attack  which  has  been 
made  on  me  for  oflering  that  resolutiont  and  I  lewdly 
suspect  1  know  the  quarter  frmn  which  it  came.  But. 
let  It  go  fca-  what  it  is  worth !  It  ia  now  twelve  yeara  sinc^ 
aa  a  member  of  a  conmitte^  vX  the  House  of  Beptesentb- 
tivea.  then  called  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland  the 
**  radical  eommittee.**  I  made  ttie  same  proposition  in  that 
committee)  and  my  opiiuon  on  that  subject  remains  un- 
changed, that  these  Graces  oi^t  to  be  abolished.    A  sin- 

Sle  Uct  is  sufficient  to  prove  it.  Previous  to  1817,  all  the 
iitics  now  performed  by  the  First  and  Second  Ctunp- 
truller,  and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  (anew  office, 
created  two  years  nnce,  involving  an  annuail  expenditure 
of  $10,000,)  were  performed  by  the  ^rst  Comptrdler 
aloiKt  and  tlie  duties  now  performed  by  five  auditora 
were  then  confided  to  one  auciUtor  and  two  accountants; 
ipnce  which,  the  war  accounts  have  been  settled,  and  the 
army  reduced!  My  opinion  was  then  formed  on  an  actual 
inspection  of  the  duties  performed  by  each,  and  from 
baviii;  kept  an  account  with  the  Treaaury  X>eparttnent  for 
about  nine  yeara  before  I  had  the  honor  of  a  ae«t  in  Con- 
greaa;  and  my  full  belief  thenmn  and  tMnr  is.  that,  by  a 
prraer  distribution  of  the  labor  in  those  offices,  one-third 
of  the  present  number  of  clerks  might  be  dispensed  with, 
and  the  public  service  would  not  suffer;  aiul  in  this  my 
opinion  is  sustained  by  another  committee  of  the  other 
House,  to  which  I  shall  soon  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Mainland  stated  in  this  body,  two 
yeara  since,  that  « the  ra£cal  eonunittee"  effected  a  re- 
auetion  of  expenaea  to  the  amount  of  three  milliona  of 
dollar^  *'as  the  amourit  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
would  ahow."  Sir,  the  Senator  gives  that  committee  too 
much  credit.  It  ia  due  to  the  present  preai<Ung  officer, 
who  WAS  then  Secretary  of  War,  to  state,  that,  for  much 
of  the  success  of  that  committee  in  reducing  ex^keiwea, 
and  for  the  system  of  accountability  growing  out  of  that 
investigation,  we  were  greatly  indebted  to  hia  voluotMpr 
and  cmeicnl  udi  and  the  o^untiy  owea  bim  nuipb  fiir  h)» 


aervlcea.  Sir.  we  need  another  "  radical  committee.'*  to 
save  three  miUioDS  of  d(dlar%  to  bring  the  expenditure! 
of  this  admimstntiiHi  back  ta  the  expoiditiirea  fonner 
admiiuatrationa. 

The  Senator,  a  few  days  mice,  on  inquiry,  infonnedme 
he  had  received  a  statement  from  the  Treaaury  DeparU 
meat  on  tiie  subject  of  my  rciolutioDt  on  mf  aaUag  Um 
for  the  perusal  ^  it,  he  refused! 

[Mr.  SMITH  here  said,  in  ao  under  tone,  "I  did,  and 
you  had  no  business  with  it  "1 

Mr.  Prewkot,  this  refosal  Drouf^t  to  my  rect^eetien. 
very  fonubly,  a  remark  made  to  me  M  my  desk  in  the 
other  House,  (of  which  we  were  then  members,)  by  that 
Senator,  on  the  lubjMt  of  the  radical  oommittee,  and 
which  at  the  time  made  a  very  deep  utd  lasting  impres- 
sion on  my  mind.  .*' What."  said  bc^  **  do  you  radicali 
expect  to  do?  You  can  do  notiui^.  you  are  a  new  mem- 
ber !  You  do  not  understand  treasury  tricks !  They  will 
throw  dust  in  your  eyes." 

[Here  Mr.  SMITH  interrupted,  and  said  "  Not  sot  be 
had  no  recollection  of  any  such  remarks."] 

Mr.  FOOT  resumed.    If  the  Senator's  memory  haa  ua> 

iiroved  by  agl^  pei4iaps  I  f*ught  not  to  oppose  nune  to  hist 
pr  hit  haa  been  in  uae  thir^  yeara  longer  than  mine,  and 
let  him  have  the  benefit  of  this  argumeDt. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  made  on  the  15tfa 
day  of  May,  1^8.  which  has  been  orcutated  extcnaivelv 
through  the  country.  I  shall  read  a  few  panwra|phi^  which 
seem  to  me  very  ^ipropriatei  and  althougn  thia  commit* 
tee  found  no  abuses  and  no  increased  expenditure  in  that 
adobnistratim,  the  report  contains  some  excellent  senti* 
ments  as  well  as  some  predictions,  which  have  been  too 
fully  snd  fatally  fulfilled  under  thia  adnUnistration.  Tho 
report  proposes  a  reducticm  of  unnecessary  expenses  in 
the  administration  of  the  Government.  It  foUy  suatuna 
the  views  of  the  "radical  committee"  of  1831.  and  r»> 
cemmendt  the  abolition  of  the  offices  of  Second  Comt>> 
trcUet  and  Second  Auditw,  as  wholly  useless.  And  tiM 
committee  reported  a  bill  for  that  purposei  to  which  bUl 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  C<Mn- 
mittee  on  Finance,  which  committee  now  has  that  subject 
under  consideration  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate.  But. 
sir,  before  I  proceed  to  that  report,  let  me  say  to  the  Se> 
natorfrom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Haths,]  who,  in  reply  to 
the  statement  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [  Mr.  Smith,  1 
on  the  subject  of  the  barracks  at  New  Orleans,  expressed 
his  firm  belief  "  that  the  expenses"  of  the  Government 
luul  increased  nearly  one  hundred  percenL  '•nnix  1630.** 
that  I  still  hope  he  has  not  abandoned  hisintentitm  of  eaU- 
ing  by  resolution  on  the  proper  department  for  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  expenoiturea  in  those  two  periods,  be- 
cause there  is  no  doubt  on  my  nuod  but  the  atatemeiit  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  will  be  found  much  mora 
correct  thui  tiie  eatimatca  and  calculationa  of  the  chair" 
man  of  the  Comntittee  on  Finance.  The  actual  expeaaei! 
I  do  not  speak  of  expenditurea  for  gra>t  national  objcetsi 
for  the  improvement  of  the  eoncution  of  the  oountiy. 
Surely  on  this  subject  there  is  no  cause  of  oomplaint 
agiiinst  this  administration.  But  that  tiie  ezpctuea  in  the 
several  departments,  foreign  intercourse,  and  in  the  in- 
crease of  officers  and  agents  of  every  description,  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  "spMls  of  victory,"  have  nearly 
doubled  Mnce  1830,  I  fully  believc)  and  Oiat  the  reaohl* 
tion  proposed  by  the  Senator  will  draw  out  full  evidraco 
of  Uie  uct,  unless  it  should  be  evaded  by  *'  treasury 
tricka"  But,  sir,  in  consequence  of  the  flourishing  con- 
dition of  Uie  country,  an  overflowing  treasury,  and  the 
regular  reduction  of  the  public  debt  growing  out  of  lawa 
and  arrangements  made  under  former  admimstrations,  and 
which  this  adnumatration  could  not  prevent,  these  exp 
travagant  and  waiteful  espenditorea  or  the  pubUo  asoncy 
have  ttot  excited  nucb  nterea^  o*  aiooMd  tlw  piAlift 
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■ttcntion,  merely  t>eo>U9e  the  burden  hu  not  been  felt  in 
**  direct  tftzation  or  in  forced  loani." 

Mr.  F.  herr  read  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  *'Iletrenchnienly"  3d  page:  **Your  committee 
oMuned  Infiimution  eno  jgh  to  ntiify  them,  tfaat  by  x 
Judicioiu  ^fltem  of  reform,  imtituted  bv  the  Executive 
officer!  themaeWe%  tx  \taA  one-third  of  toe  present  num- 
ber of  clerks  tn  the  departments  might  be  reduced  with 
Mifety  to  the  public  interesL"  "  At  present  the  public 
offices  tire  not  open  for  the  discharge  of  publlo  business, 
nore  thM,  on  an  average,  four  hours  each  day.'* 

"  ^(Oe  DeporiiiMnf."— 4.—"  Tour  committee  are 
deddedly  of  opinion  that  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the 
country  are  in  a  state  nnneceaaarily  expensive,"  and 
**coneur  in  opinion  on  the -propriety  of  aboli^ing  the 
fund  called  the  contingent  expenses  of  all  miasionii 
abroad."  Page  5,—"  There  are  three  distinct  contingent 
funds,  nnder  the  control  of  this  department,  *  one  or  the 
department,  including  expenses  of  printing,'  &c. — one, 
*  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  Intercourse'— one,  •  ex- 
pensesof  missions  abroad."*  Page  14 — On  "appointing 
•od  compensating  'beareraof  despatches,'  they  say,  <it 
la  prone  to  degenerate  into  a  species  of  fitvoritism,  ad- 
Terse  to  the  public  intemti' they  'apprehend  it  is  little 
sfaort  of  a  convenient  mode  of  sending  favorites  abroad, , 
to  travel  for  their  pleasure,  healdi,  or  inatruetion,  out  of 
the  public  coiTers.' " 

"7V«asury  i>eparAn«iif."— Page  19.— "To  introduce 
economy  and  deapateh  in  Uiis  department,  it  will  be  ne- 
eeaiai^r  to  nmplifjr  the  fimns  of  bunness,  and  to  re- 
orgaoize  hi  iiibor«nale  branebea.  The  various  offices  of 
the  treasuiT  were  arranged  on  their  present  plan  by  act 
of  Sd  March,  1817,  ab<4ishing  the  accountinr  offices,  and 
establishing  an  additional  comptroller  and  four  auditors, 
irith  clerks.  This  arrangement  was  temporaryt  so  ought 
to  have  been  its  continuance.  The  war  was  just  over, 
and  its  disbursements  threw  upwards  of  forty  millions  of 
suspended  accounts  into  the  treasury  for  adjuatmenit  this 
amount  has  been  reduced  to  two  nullionst  and  yet  the 
tame  extendve  and  complicated  machinery  is  still  in 
existence." 

Page  23. — The  committee  recommends  new  organiza- 
tion of  some  of  the  departments,  and  that  the  offices  of 
the  Second  Comptroller  and  one  auditor  be  ^oliibed. 

N.  B.  They  reported  a  fail!  for  this. 

Pi^  S3.— They  "consider  the  power  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasur}-  to  appoint  exanuners  of  the  land  offices 
H  '  liable  to  great  abuse.' " 

"  JJepor^menf."— Pasc36.--Tbecommittee  "ex- 
press surprise,  that  while  the  buwness  has  grreatly  de- 
creased, the  number  of  clerks  has  not  been  reduced." 

But,  sir,  in  all  thti,  no  idiuaea  are  found  in  Nr.  Adams's 
adnunistration!  "nieonly  compbunt  is,  that  the  expenses 
have  not  been  reduced!  No  complaint  of  increased  ex- 
pevseal  1 1   They  wm  not  increased. 

Page  34.— Bxecuttre  patronage  of  the  press. 

Mr.  P.  here  called  the  particular  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  tlus  part  of  the  report.  Sir,  in  this  extract  will  be 
foiindsoimd  doctrine  and  "sure  words  of  prophecy!" 
which  we  have  seen  too  fctally  verified!  It  ought  to  be 
printed  in  letters  of  gold!  suspended  in  both  Hitlls  of 
Coiwress,  and  spread  before  the  wliole  nation! 

"When  your  committee  look  at  this  amount  of  patro- 
plaocd,  without  control  or  req>onHbility,  in  the  hands 
of tite  Executive,  or  in  those  of  the  subordinate  chieft  of  his 
departmental  and  when  they  reflect  on  tiie  moral  mech-v 
nism  upon  which  this  patronage  act^  with  a  power  that 
seems  irreustible,  they  «ou1d  deem  their  duty  very  inade- 
quately discharged,  if  they  did  not  propose  some  remedy 
for  abuses  already  existing,  and  essentiaUy  liable  to  be  aug- 
mented. Tour  committee  will  not  stop  to  argue  what  they 
pMdloato  M  an  mideniBble  hex,  that,  by  the  employment 
«r  the  e^ndhum  if  the  c«atb«wt  fiioda  of  Oc  depart. 


menls,  a  Government  press  is,  to  all  intents  and  purpo*^ 
effectoHlly  establisheoi  as  much  so,  as  ^  there  were  in 
anniud  item  in  tlw  appropriation  bill  for  tlie  purpow  oT 
purchaniig  the  Joint  and  harmonioua  action  tn  me  hun- 
dred papers  in  the  uncompronusing  vindication  of  tiuise  in 
power,  and  in  the  unsparing  abuse  of  those  who  are  not 
The  danger  which  assads  the  freedom  of  the  press  tbrougli 
the  insinuatiiKi  of  this  species  of  influence,  is  ht  more 
aeriousthanany  star  chamber  code  of  painsandpenaltiet!!" 
*'  This  pecuiuaiy  cenaorabip  of  the  press  must  end  in  iU 
utter  prostitution  to  an  indiscriminate  support  of  the  uti  of 
the  Government,  however  injurious  to  the  rights  ami  in. 
tereauof  the  people!!!"  Is  not  tlus  prophecy  litoiU} 
fulfilled?  "BefievinglliatnoadnuniitEatian,  ifitbevix, 
virtuouSf  and  patriotic,  requires  the  aid  a  GovemoMnt 
press— and  if  it  be  not,  that,  precisely  for  that  reason,  it 
ought  not  to  have  it— your  committee  proposes,  as  ftru 
practicable,  the  abolition  of  this  branch  of  the  ExecvtiTc 
patronage." 

Has  this  patronage  been  reduced^  What  is  the  prtseat 
condition  of  the  press^   Here  1  leave  tiie  subject. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendmeut  wasadtqjtedby 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Hessra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dallas  Dick* 
erson.  Dudley,  Ellis,  Poot,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Xan^ 
Knight,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Robbing  Robinson,  Smitt^ 
Tipton,  Wbitik  Wilkins.— 20. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Belt,  Brown,  ClaytcHi,  Ewing,  For- 
syth, PreUngbuysen,  Uayne,  HilC  Holmes,  Hdler*  Ab»re, 
Prentiss^  BugglM^  Scymonr,  TueweU,  TornKtmiiittaup, 
Tyler,  Webster.— 19. 

The  amendment  increaiing  the  qmropriation  for  foreign 
and  diplomatic  intercourse  was  expuuned  by  Mr.  SUtTU . 

PeniUng  the  consideration  of  the  amendment,  a  debate, 
involving  a  comparison  between  the  expenditures  on  thii 
head,  by  the  preaent  uid  past  administrations,  wu  cl^ 
ried  on  between  Mr.  SMITH,  Mr.  FOOT,  Mr.  CUT- 
TON,  Mr.  HOLMES,  Mr.  WEBSTER,  Mr.  HABCY.ud 
Mr.  CLAT.  It  was  not,  however,  an  inquiiy  into  tbe 
amount  expended  by  the  ivapeotire  admiiwstrwtioni,  wludi 
icave  rise  to  tlie  subsequent  discusrions  of  tbe  subject  It 
was  a  remark  ttirown  out  by  Mr.  ItlARCY  toa-ard*  tlie 
close  of  the  debate  of  to-day,  namely,  tbvt  it  was  nut  tbe 
amount  of  money  expended  1^  the  last  Hdministratjon  in 
foreign  intercourse,  which  was  the  charge  againiit  itt  but 
tliat  It  did  nothing  far  the  moneyu-efTc^ed  no  good  ftr 
the  country  witfa  the  expenditure.  Mr.  CLAT,  m  a  fev 
remarks,  pointedly  controverted  the  correctne«  of  thii 
allegation,  and  aaaerted,  that  ao  far  from  having  done  no- 
thing, the  last  administration  bad  concluded  more  trtAiia 
here,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  witii  foreign  Powera,  tbin 
any  preceding  admiaistratJons  of  the  Government,  perhtpi 
all  of  them  t^tlier,  and  adjusted  more  longstandingctf- 
flculties  and  diaputed  ijuestioas  with  forngn  Govcmmentt- 
OtbernMtkmenaliojoinedimucwithMr.  MABCT,andc(«- 
triboled  to  the  debate  wbiob  fbUo  wed  on  subiequeiit  days. 


'  TUEBI11.T,  AruL  3. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  BouH 
was  considered  uid  agreed  to. 

I'be  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Poikdh- 
Tis,  discharging  tbe  Committee  on  Manufactures  fivo 
the  further  consideiaUon  of  the  subjects  reforred  to  it  oa 
the  33d  instant,  wu  taken  up,  but  laid  on  tiie  t^k  oo  w> 
count  of  the  absence  of  tite  mover  from  hla  seat 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOOHE,  the  Senate  resumed  cMh 
nderation  of  tbe  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acti  fiff 
the  sale  of  the  public  laiidi — the  question  being  oo  the 
motion  to  concur  in  the  second  amendment  made  by 
other  House.  After  some  discuauon,  in  which  Mcs*>*> 
MOORE,  EWIMO,  H0LME8,  and  KINO^  took  part,  the 
aotim  to  ooamr  WU  ndoptcd. 
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[SUATI. 


FOREIGN  INTERCOURSE— COLONIAL  TRADE. 
The  3t;nate  rrBumed  tti«  considentiun  of  the  general 
tppropriation  bill — the  question  being  on  the  fttnendment 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  allowing  4,500 
dollars  for  the  expenses  of  the  return  of  ministert  from 
France  and  England. 

Ur.  SPRAGtJE,  of  Maine,  rose,Mids^:  ThecenUcman 
from  New  York,  [Hr.  MAmcx,]  (Uuatisfied  vith  the  result 
of  a  comparison  of  the  expenditures  of  the  late  and  present 
administrations,  has  resorted  to  the  substitution  of  a  new 
issue.  What  has  been  accomplished  in  our  foreign  inter- 
course.is  the  question  upon  which  he  challenges  discussion. 
He  has  selected  his  ground,  snd  thrown  down  bii  gaunt- 
let. It  was  immediately  taken  up  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut,]  who  st  once,  briefly,  but  satis&c* 
torily,  exhibited  the  superiority  of  our  former  Executive. 
We  are  called  upon  to  pursue  the  subject  further,  and  1 
■hall  do  so  by  advancing,  at  once,  to  what  its  friends  have 
proclaimed  as  tlie  proudest  of  their  diplomstic  achieve- 
ments, the  triumph  which  has  been  trumpeted,  echoed, 
and  re-echoed,  from  the  ocean  to  the  mountains — the  ar- 
nngemeiit  of  the  colonial  trade  with  Great  Britain.  This 
exploit  has  enveloped  this  administration  in  such  a  blaze 
of  glory,  tliat  it  may  be  thought  to  require  the  hardihood 
of  the  fire-king  himself  to  approach  lU  flamest  but  the 
breath  by  which  it  has  been  fanned,  has  too  little  of  vi- 
tal.ty  to  impart  either  intensity  or  duration.  The  note  of 
exultation,  which  was  raised,  lost  much  of  iu  effect  upon 
reflecting  minds,  when  it  was  perceived  that  these  praises 
were  rung  in  advance,  before  the  work  was  seen,  or  its 
character  known  J  and,  of  course,  were  to  be  deemed  only 
as  incense  to  its  authors.  Information  that  some  agree- 
ment hul  been  concluded,  reached  this  country  on  tlie  3d 
frf"  October,  1830.  Immediately  the  loud  acclaim  of  tri- 
umph wu  reverberated  to  tlie  extremities  of  the  Union. 
But  tlie  terms  and  conditions  of  tlie  arrangement  could  not 
be  ascertained  for  months  afterwards.  Indeed,  the  Bri- 
tiiih  order  in  council  did  not  i  sue  until  November,  and 
the  communicationa  containing  the  sgrtenienl  were  never 
submitted  to  the  public  till  the  montti  of  January  fuUuw- 
ing.  Nay,  su  Lttle  suhcitous  were  inanyas  to  the  charsc* 
ter  of  the  agreement,  that  tliey  not  only  never  examined 
it,  but  knew  not  in  what  documents  it  wus  to  be  found. 
Even  during  the  present  winter,  Jeadnig,  nuportaiit  publ.c 
journals,  and  among  them  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  have 
demandetl,  why  dd  the  Senate  rat.ly  the  treaty  under  Mr. 
Van  Bufen'fl objectionable  instructions?  Again,  the  Tren- 
ton Emporium  asserta  that  the  treaty  wait  unanimously 
ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  this  language  is  copied  nito 
the  paper  lie>e,  at  the  seat  of  (iovernment,  and  diffused 
througWt  tlie  country*  while  we  all  know  that  no  treaty 
erer  existed,  the  arraDgcmcnthavinff  been  formed  by  diplo- 
matic letters,  whiob  were  not  lubnutied  for  the  appniba- 
tiou  of  tlie  Senate. 

1  regret-  to  say  that  the  delunon,  thus  propagated,  u 
likely  to  be  strengthened  by  a  letter,  recently  publislicd, 
under  the  s  gnature  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  Senate  upon  tlie  nomination 
of  Hr.  Van  Biitcn,  in  which  he  sajs  titat  the  negotiation 
which  had  been  suceeasfully  terminated  had  previously 
received  tlie  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  What 
must  be  the  surprise  of  the  people,  when  tliey  learn  tlie 
fiicl,  that,  Slice  the  terminaton  of  tliat  negotiation,  there 
has  been  no  vote,  no  action  upon,  no  sanction  of  it,  by 
either  House  of  Congress. 

if  reference  was  had  to  the  act  of  Ma;y,  1830,  it  should 
be  rectdlccted  that  its  paui^  was  anterior  to  tlie  eonclu- 
aion  of  that  negotiation,  and  its  provisions  were  so  entirely 
independent  w  prior  instructions,  that  every  member 
might  have  voted  furthe  former,  while  hecondcmned  tlie 
latter*  that  there  was  indeed  no  reference  to  them,  either 
in  the  act  itself,  or  the  reptwt  of  any  comnuttec.  The 
mmm  tetter  suribntM  tlw  aetion  of  tbe  SouMa  to  notiTca 


*'for  interrupting  an  important  fmvign  nentiation."  I 
shall  make  no  comment  upon  the  indignity  thus  offered  to 
a  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  unprecedented  and 
unparalleled  as  it  is  in  the  history  of  this  Government.  I 
leave  it  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  people. 

The  Prettdent's  communication  indulges  not  a  little  in 
self-f^orification,  at  having  closed  a  contest  wUeh  had  been 
earned  on  ever  nnce  our  national  existence.  But  how* 
has  it  been  terminated? — By  a  glorious  triumph  or  an  in- 
glorious surrender? — By  a  victory  or  a  defeat?  That  ii 
the  question .  Mr.  Hemes,  in  the  British  Parliament  after 
describing  it  at  one  of  the  longest  and  most  interesting  of 
national  controvernes,  announced  that  it  had  been  bro^^t 
to  a  close,  and  that  "  America  had  entirely  and  uneon- 
ditionally  withdrawn  all  her  pretensions." 

This  tallage  aroused  within  me  indignant  American 
feelings.  What!  this  commercial  wufare,  waged  in  our 
infiincy,  in  weakness  and  depression — persevered  in  with 
firmness,  to  years  of  strength  and  manhood— now,  in  our  < 
high  and  palmy  state,  terminated  by  an  unconditional  sur- 
render!  I  could  not  believe  it.  It  must  be  the  arrogant 
assumption  of  a  vaunting  minister  of  Britain.  In  otlier 
contests,  those  of  arms,  her  commanders  hod  represented 
diiiaster  as  Buccess*  defeat,  as  triumph.  She  bad,  in  mi- 
mic war,  upon  the  SerpenUne  nver,  exhibited,  as  a  holi- 
day ^ow,  the  surrender  of  American  to  British  shipS) 
while  we,  in  fierce  encounter,  upon  the  lakes  and  upon 
the  ocean,  had  presented  to  the  world  the  spectacle  of 
the  proud  cross  of  St.  Ge<»:ge  bowinginsubnusHontothe 
glonous  star  spangled  banner. 

As  I  then  turned  with  joy  to  Americanauthori^,  to  cor> 
reet  tlie  nusrepresmtetioni  of  our  enemies  to  1  now  re- 
verted  with  hope  to  our  own  envoy,  to  enuninc  tiie  repre- 
sentations which  he  liad  made  at  the  oourt  of  St  iamci. 
I  found,  sir,  that  he  presented  to  Lord  Aberdeen  our  ita^ 
tute  of  1830  as  the  basis  of  an  arrat^emeot.  1  was  anx- 
ious to  learn  what  was  his  construction  of  its  provinons, 
his  conception  of  its  scope,  and  the  spirit  in  which  was  to 
be  exercised  the  discretion,  vested  by  the  American  Con- 
gress, to  vindicate  our  interests  and  our  hoMH'.  I  was  at- 
tonislied— I  waa  humiliated,  to  find  that,  upon  its  presen- 
tation to  the  Brittdi  Government,  he  characterized  it  in 
the  following  language ;  "It  concedes  in  its  terms  all  the 
power  in  the  regulation  of  the  colonial  trade,  and  autho- 
rizes the  President  to  confer  on  Briti^  vewela  all  tliose 
privileges,  as  well  in  the  circuitous  as  the  direct  voyage, 
which  Ureat  Britain  lias  at  any  time  demanded  ur  desiredi" 
and  that  Mr.  Htrries  had,  in  effect,  but  repeated  tlie  de- 
cUrations  of  our  own  minister.  SUll  I  would  not  despair, 
but  turned  with  hq>e  to  the  arrangement  itself,  truating 
that  ite  terms  and  conditions  bad  not  been  fwriy  delinea^ 
ed  in  that  tweepii^  ooneetsion  of  our  ^nt. 

This  examination,  to  be  thwough,  moat  necetititly  be 
laboriousi  and  I  have  no  inducement  to  pursue  it,  except 
the  importance  of  the  subject  to  the  country  at  large,  and 
especially  to  my  own  Sute.  Maine,  with  less  than  athir- 
tieth  of  the  population,  has  about  one-e  ghth  of  the  ton^ 
lUge  of  the  United  States.  Indee<l,  tliere  are  but  two 
States  that  exceed  ber  in  amount  and  those  the  powerful 
and  ancient  eommonwealihs  of  Hassaehusetla  and  Mew 
Yorkf  and,  while  they  have  other  parunount  manufao> 
tures,  her  navigation  is  the  great  interest  most  likely  to 
be  seriously  aflTecled  by  the  national  councils,  and  to  which* 
therefore,  her  representatives  sboiddataU  times  be  atu- 
diously  attentive. 

Ur.  President,  for  what  wat  this  contest  (ffiginally 
waged,  and  so  long  maintwned?  What  was  its  object? 
The  prize  contended  Uxi  I  answer  ^atiiictly  and  em- 
phatically, the  carrying  trade— and  that  alone.  Tlie  Bri- 
tish have  always  been  not  only  willing,  but  anxious,  for  our 
produce,  if  it  could  be  transported  in  their  ships.  Indeed 
the  decreet  of  nature,  their  climate  and  geographical  po- 
sitten»a4>d  tbckwtifldel  iMtitationi,  pertieuMijr  Aet  vt. 
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involuntai7  MTvitudc,  etnied  to  ludi  an  mormoui  extent 
that  more  than  aeven  eightlis  of  the  whole  popuhtion  are 
^vca,  render  them  eBsentUlIx  dependent  npon  the  pro* 
ductiont  of  the  United  States  for  their  protperity,  if  not 
for  their  existence.  All  experience  lias  riiown  that  they 
must  hare  our  supplies.  Not  leu  than  fifteen  thousand 
persons  died  of  fkmine  in  the  island  of  Jamaica  alone,  du- 
riiur  the  five  yean  that  foUowed  tiie  peace  1783,  owing 
to  Britnrti  regolationi  cmburuiinK  the  transmisrion  of  our 
pnduoe.  And  H  is  awst  curious  and  instructive  to  ob< 
MTv^  that  whenever  we  have  restrained  or  interrupted 
tUa  intercourse,  they  have  been  compelled,  in  order  to 
open  new  channels,  in  which  it  might  flow  to  their  relief, 
to  relax  the  rigor  of  their  colonial  system,  which  utterly 
excluded  American  vessels.  In  December,  1813,  we  laid 
a  universal  embargo}  and  in  June  following*  Great  Bri- 
tain opened  the  ports  of  their  N<»lhern  provinces  to  our 
Tesseu.  In  1812,  we  declared  war*  and  forthwith  die  open- 
ed  to  us  the  tslarKl  of  Bermuda,  thus  idlowiAg  to  our  navi- 
gation, fiatpmtt  beUiH  in  raging  war,  that  tnide  which  she 
refused  in  time  of  peace.  After  the  treaty  of  1815,  she 
again  resorted  to  her  system  of  rigorous  colonial  occlusion, 
and  we,  by  the  act  of  April,  1818,  retaliated  by  the  ex- 
clusion of  her  veaseb  from  the  trade  so  prohibited  to  us{ 
and  immediately  on  the  8th  and  37th  ix  Hay  following, 
slt^  by  act  of  Parliament  and  order  in  coundl,  c^ned 
the  ports  of  HiJi&x,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  St  JobnXinNew 
Brunswick,  to  American  vessels. 

1q  addition  to  these  illustrations  of  their  necesdties,  it 
should  be  remembered  that,  during  the  whole  period  of 
these  restrictions  and  prohibitions,  firoiD  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  to  ihe  present  day,  the  Oovemort  of  the 
i^cRnt  islanda  have,  mta  time  to  time,  been  compelled 
to  open  their  porta  by  special  ^rocfaunation  to  the  vessels 
of  the  (Jidted  States  wim  American  produce.  These  dis- 
penMtions  have  not  been  rare,  butfrequmt,  repeited,  and 
nitented,  owing  to  periodical  cMmiuions  of  nature,  and 
other  causes. 

Indeed,  we  have  bad  a  recent  instance.  Duringtbe  last 
season,  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  in  particular,  was  visited 
by  a  hurricane,  leaving  such  destruction  and  desolation  in 
iu  pMh,  that  it  was  necessary  to  invite  thnely  relief  by  all 
pmctieable  meanst  andi  in  accordance  with  tbrmer  usage, 
the  British  kws  impoait^  duties  and  charges  upon  Ame- 
rican lumber  and  certain  other  articles,  in  American  ves- 
sels, were  suspended  until  the  1st  of  March  last. 

This  temporary  dispensation  of  onerous  impoution  de- 
serves the  more  particular  notice,  because  the  success  of 
certain  voyages,  consequent  upon  it,  has  been  most  erro- 
neously attributed  to  the  receiit  diptooialic  arrangement, 
thereby  extending  a  dehinveideaoi'iti  benefit^  when  the 
hurricane  itself  might  as  well  be  ascribed  to  its  influence. 
Indeed,  our  vessels  would  bave  derived  greater  advantage 
from  tliat  dispensation  of  Providence,  and  consequent  re- 
l»xati<Mi  British  law,  if  the  arrangement  had  never  been 
niadet  because,  under  i^  British  vessels  participated  in  the 
transportation,  while,  without  it,  ours  alone  would  have  en- 
joyed it,  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  This  will  be  readily 
understood,  when  it  is  recollected  that,  before  this  i^ree- 
ment  was  concluded,  the  legislation  of  the  two  eountries 
reciprocally  excluded  the  vesseb  of  each  friHn  the  waters 
of  ttie  other.  These  g\ibernatorial  proclamations  and 
(Uspensations  of  British  laws  opened  thdr  ports  tempora- 
rily to  us,  but  could  not  suspend  our  inhibition  of  British 
vessels. 

Witlt  the  West  India  colonies  of  other  nations,  Swedish, 
Danish,  French,  Dutch,  and  Spanisb,  we  have  long  ei^oy- 
ed,  without  coutroversy,  a  free  and  uninterrupted  com- 
nerect  they  being  content  that  the  transportation  ^ould 
be  almost  exclusively  in  American  vessels,  aa  the  legiti- 
mate fruits  of  our  nautical  enterprise  and  geographical 
position,  ofwbich  Great  Britain  alone  seeks  to  d^mve  us. 
And  tlw  iIm  does  in  locovdHiecirtA  the  two  t**<>*l>*A* 


ing  features  and  objects  of  her  naHgation  s^tem,  con- 
me  need  by  the  Rump  PaHiament,  conlirmed  in  the  reign 
Charles  II,  and  extended  and  perpetuated  by  obiim- 
rous  subsequent  enactments,  vix.  first,  to  strengthen  he^ 
self  by  monopolizing  as  much  of  the  carrying  tnde  of  the 
world  as  possible :  secondly,  to  weaken  her  rivuU  by  dif- 
fusing the  residue  among  the  minor  maritime  Powers,  as 
SB  to  prevent  any  one  from  engrossing  sny  eoiuider- 
able  pMtion  of  it.  And  of  all  nations,  the  Uiuted  Ststn 
is  die  rival  in  navigation  and  maritime  power,  whom  As 
most  dreads,  and  is  most  anxious  to  depress.* 

The  great  commercial  statesman  of  Great  Britain  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  has  declared  that  the  first  blow  to,hcr  policy 
was  given  by  the  United  States.  And  it  is  true.  We 
struck  the  first  blow  to  her  colonial  system,  by  our  deckr 
ration  of  independence;  die  first  blow  to  her  nariptiif 
policy,  by  countervailing  laws;  and  the  blow  which  iGs- 
solved  the  charm  f>f  her  boasted  invincibili^  upon  the 
ocean,  by  the  splendid  and  transcendent  triumphs  of  tbs 
late  war.  In  this  our  long,  protracted  contest  for  tbecu- 
rying  trade,  she  has  been  stimulated  by  the  double  moiivc 
of  extending  her  own  shipping  interest,  and  repreain^ 
ours.  It  was  commenced  immediately  af^er  the  Acknow- 
ledgment of  pur  independence;  and  was  animadverted  upon 
in  tbe  continental  Congreu  of  178^  as  a  cause  for  con- 
ferring additional  powers  upontiieconfedeiatioo,  in  order 
to  nuuntain  it  on  our  part  with  success.  In  the  first  CoO' 
gress,  in  1769,  Hr.  Edison  declared  that  be  would  meet 
interdict  with  interdict,  "until  we  should  be  sllowedto 
carry  to  the  West  India  islands,  in  our  own  vesseti,  the 
produce  of  America,  which  necessity  compels  them  to 
take."  And  President  Washington,  in  his  instructions  to 
Mr.  If  orris,  in  the  same  year,  says,  emphaticslly,  "Let 
it  be  strongly  impressed  on  your  mind,  that  the  pririlcj^ 
of  carnring  our  own  productions  in  our  own  vessels  to  their 
own  iuands,  and  bnnging  in  return  Uie  productions  of 
these  islands  to  our  own  ports  and  market,  n  regarded 
here  aa  of  the  highest  impiortancei  and  you  will  be  care- 
ful not  to  countenance  any  idea  a€  our  dispensiiv  with  it 
in  a  treaty.** 

The  twelfth  article  of  Jay's  treitj*,  which  related  to  fte 
colonial  trade,  was  expunged  bv  tlie  Senate  as  utterly  ia- 
admissible.  To  this  succeeded  the  wars  of  the  ftwA 
revolution,  fidlowed  by  hostile  orders  ui  coumni,  iiyuri- 
ous  decrees,  and  illegu  practice^  harasnng  to  oar  com- 
merce, and  destructive  of  our  rights,  and  producin|r  on 
our  part  non-intercourse,  embargo,  and  war.  The  peace 
with  Great  Britain  was  followed  by  the  celebrated  coia- 
mercial  convention  of  1815.  And  the  colonial  trade  w»» 
in  express  terms  excluded  from  its  operation. 

Immeimately  thereupon.  Great  Britain  closed  tpivA^ 
those  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  which  had  been  opened 
to  our  vessels  during  the  war;  thereby  endeavoring  not 
only  to  monopolize  to  herself  the  carriage  to  the  colonies 
but  also  to  secure  a  decisive  advantage,  in  the  dirccttnde, 
with  the  British  Eui  opean  possessions,  by  means  of  tbe 
triangular  voyage,  by  which  she  attained  a  triple  frcigblf 
one  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  Stittes, M'rtl'*'*** 
hence  to  the  West  Indies,  and  a  third  thence  to  Eo^mi 
whereas,  before,  she  could  enjoy  but  one,  that  ofthepra- 
derous  and  bulky  produce  from  the  sugar  colonies  to  the 
parent  country;  her  sliips  being  compelled  to  «ail  in  tbe 
outward  vovage  in  ballast  only.  Measures  of  counteiM- 
tion  were  Immediately  resorted  to  in  pursuance  to  IM 
suggestions  of  Mr.  Madison's  message  of  December,  18I6. 
Negotiations  were  attempted  in  1817,  1818,  1819,  lo^ 
and  1836,  without  success.  Both  countries  had  recnina 
to  separate  and  counteractive  iMn^Mion— tiie  United  Stita 
by  the  sUtutci  of  1817,  1818,  1890,  1823,  and  l^i  *^ 
Great  Britain  by  acts  of  ParBanent  of  1833  and  IS^, 
terspcrsed  occmmally  by  royd  ordcta  in  eoonol,  sso 

Digitized  by  Google 


689 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGBESB. 


690 


f^^rign  hdereounc — Cobmal  TVadt. 


[Saw ATI. 


Preadential  proclamations:  until  the  trade  was  interdicted 
by  each,  in  the  vessels  of  the  others  through  their  order  in 
cooncil  of  1826,  and  the  President's  proclamation  of  1827, 
ianied  in  obecUence  to  the  express  requirement  of  the  acts 
of  Confess.    These  prohibitions  continued  utitil  the  ar- 
rtngement  of  Mr.  Mcl.ine,  in  1830.    Whoever  viU  read 
this  part  of  our  leipshtive  and  diplumatte  history  with  at- 
tention,  will  perceive  tlut  the  great  paramount  object  for 
which  the  parties  were  contending',  and  which  they  kept 
constantly  in  view,  was  the  carrying  trade — the  British 
struggUng  to  secure  undue  advantages  to  their  shipping, 
and  we  demanding  a  participation  upon  equal  terms. 
_  All  thnr  devices,  expedients,  and  propositions,  when 
righUy  understood  in  their  practical  operation,  will  be 
found  to  have  been  adapted  to  this  eno.'   Knowing  that 
we  never  would  consent  to  their  monopolizing  the  direct 
transportation,  their  purpose  was  to  give  the  trade  a  cir- 
cuitous direction  through  their  Nortliern  provinces  for  the 
island  ofBermuda,  near  our  coast,  in  British  vessels,  to  the 
exclusion  of  American.    To  accomplish  this,  they  atfirst, 
in  1817,  proposed  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to 
vny  their  imposts  upon  our  productions  at  pleasure,  in 
different  colonies,  so  that  the  same  articles  might  be  made 
to  pay  a  higlier  rate  of  duty  when  transported  directly  in 
sn  American  bottom,  than  when  circuitously  iti  a  British. 
This  we  firmly  and  decisively  resisted,  and  the  British,  in 
the  negotiations  of  1818,  expressly  and  unqualifiedly  aban- 
doned it.    It  was  relinquished,  too,  by  acts  of  Parliament 
of  1823  and  1825,  and  never  renewed  until  the  negotia- 
tioni  of  Mr.  UcLane,  in  1830.    We  at  one  time  insisted 
that  our  produce  should  not  be  taxed  higher  in  tlie  West 
India  islands,  than  simihir  articles  the  productions  of  the 
Northern  provinces  or  other  British  dominions.    This  has 
been  denominated  the  "elsewhere"  principle  which  was 
incorporated  into  the  act  of  182.3,  but  which  was  subse- 
quently waived  by  our  Government  in  1826. 

The  next  expedient  was  to  make  an  enumeration  of  cer- 
tain articles  to  be  carried  to  the  West  Indies;  anoth.  r  and 
hmger  Ibt  to  be  transported  to  Bennuda;  and  yet  another, 
Diorc  imp<wtant,  to  be  admitted  to  their  Northern  provin- 
ces only.  In  ttUs  ve  could  not  acquiesce,  and  occlusion 
of  the  ports  was  the  consequence.  Tbey  were  opened 
by  the  agreement  of  1830. 

What  are  the  terms  and  conditions  of  tliat  arrangeme  nt  ? 
What  power  does  it  concede  to  Great  Britain?  And,  first, 
as  to  the 

TunpoKTATimi  Of  aimicav  pbobuci  to  th  wiit 

IHBIXI. 

The  Britiali  have  the  power  to  impose  duties,  without 
limitation,  upon  American  productions:  to  vary  the  tame 
at  pleasure  in  every  colony,  assessing  different  amounts  in 
different  ports;  and  when  once  received,  to  naturalize  and 
treat  them  as  their  own,  in  subsequent  transitions:  and  their 
vessels  have  the  whole  transportation  from  colony  to  co- 
lony, the  American  betno:  utterly  excluded. 

Ttuu^  upon  R  barrel  of  Aour,  passing  from  the  United 
States  to  the'  West  Indies,  may  be  imposed  a  duty  of  one 
dollar  or  a  thousand  dollars:  while  the  same  may  be  car- 
ried to  the  Northern  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New 
Brunswick,  and  be  there  received  without  imposts,  and 
thence  imported  to  the  West  Indies  duty  free.  And  so  of 
every  other  article.  The  consequence  is,  that  an  Ameri- 
can vessel,  laden  at  any  port  in  the  United  States  with 
flour  or  any  other  produce,  destined  for  the  West  Indies, 
whatever  l»e  her  route,  and  whatever  places  she  may  have 
touched,  must,  at  her  port  of  dischai^e,  pay  the  whole 
amount  of  duties  which  the  British  please  to  require,  whe- 
ther it  be  one  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  whilst  a 
British  vessel,  with  the  same  cargo,  by  merely  touching, 
and  taking  a  cleaiance,  at  Campo  Bello  or  Halifax,  may 
be  wholly  exempted  from  her  duties  on  her  arrival  in  the 
West  Indies. 
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By  the  unrestrained  use  of  this  instrument,  the  gradua- 
tion of  duties,  the  British  may,  as  with  a  magic  wand,  <£- 
rect,  change,  or  stop  the  current  of  trade  at  pleasure) 
they  have  as  complete  control  over  it,  as  of  water  from  a 
reservoir  conducted  through  artificial  tubes,  to  which  they 
alone  hold  the  keys.  Do  they  wish  to  stop  the  direct 
trade  as  to  all  articles  in  American  vessels?  Erect  an  im- 
passable barrier  of  duties  upon  every  thing.  Do  tbey 
wish  to  cause  the  current  to  flow,  in  Briti^  bottoms,  by 
the  way  of  New  Brunswick  or  NuvaScotia?  Remove  th« 
obstruction  of  imposts  in  that  direction  only,  and  iti 
course  will  run  freely.  Or  they  may  allow  a  part  to  pasi 
in  one  direction,  and  force  the  residue  in  another.  Tbef 
may  select  a  list  of  artieki  fer  the  West  Indies^  another 
for  Bermuda,  and  another  for  tiie  Northern  proi'inoea. 
This  power  is  full,  complete,  and  unlimited.  We  may  be 
assured  that  they  will  exercise  it,  from  time  to  time,  as  ex- 
perience of  their  interests  may  dictate,  and  as  our  endur- 
ance sitall  tolerate. 

Sir,  they  have  began  to  exercise  it  already,  by  the  act 
of  Parliament  of  32d  of  April,  1831,  the  design  of  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood.  Under  its  enactments,  wbea^ 
flour,  beef,  pork,  hams,  bacon,  wood,  and  lumber,  when 
imported  into  the  West  IiK^es  through  their  Northern 
provinces,  and,  of  course,  in  British  vessels,  pay  no  du^t  » 
while  the  same  articles,  by  other  acts,  when  pasung  di- 
rectly from  the  United  States,  in  which  alone  our  vessels 
can  participate,  are  oppressed  with  imposts,  as  follows; 
flour,  five  shillings  sterling  the  barrelj  beef  and  pork, 
twelve  shillings  sterling  the  hundred  weight;  wood  and 
lumber,  one  pound  eight  shillings  the  thousand  feet.  The 
sime  act  of  1831  has  imposed  additional  duties,  in  the  di- 
rect trade,  upon  staves  and  headings,  from  seven  diillingt 
and  three  pence  to  eleven  killings  and  three  penne;  and 
upon  white  or  yellow  pine  lutnber,  from  Ave  tunings  to 
seven  shillings  sterling. 

We  see  the  effects,  even  in  the  sliort  time  which  has 
already  elapsed,  and  they  will  become  more  and  more 
akrnUng  by  future  develc^ments. 

Thetn^,  instead  of  being  direct  in  American  bottoms, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  is  curcultous  in  Britiali,  as  it  ought  not  to 
be.  Look  at  the  official  document  just  laid  upon  our  ta- 
ble, which  presents  statements  for  the  year  nekt  following 
the  arrangement,  during  which  our  exports  to  the  Britim 
American  colonies  on  our  borders  wer^  in  value,  four  mil- 
lion sixty  t&ousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  six  dollars, 
and  our  imports  from  the  same  only  eight  hundr«l  and 
stx^-fbur  thousand  one  hundred  and  eignty^tine  dolUn i 
while  to  the  British  West  Indies  our  exports  weK  only  one 
million  four  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  oar  imports  one  million  two  hundred  and 
eight^'-four  thousand  sixhundred  and  seventy-ei^t  dollars. 
The  great  mass  of  these  exports  to  the  Northern  provinces 
were  carried  thence  in  British  vessels  to  the  West  Indies, 
or  other  distant  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  for  which 
they  were  originally  destined.  And,  even  in  the  short 
voyage,  from  the  United  States  to  the  adjacent  provinces, 
separated  from  us  only  by  an  imaginary  line,  the  British 
tonnage  has  exceeded  the  American,  the  former  beiiy 
eighty-three  thousand  and  fitfy-five,  and  the  bttter  bnt  nxty^ 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

But  if  the  present  enactments  should  not  accompli^ 
all  their  purposes  against  our  navigation,  they  may  in- 
crease the  disparity,  and  enhance  their  advantages  at  plea- 
sure. The  whole  magazine  of  legislation  is  open  for  the 
selection  of  their  weapons  of  atbWE*  whik  we  have  lud 
down  our  amu,  and  uvested  ourBelves  of  the  panoply  of 
defence. 

And  what  agggtvates  ttill  more  these  bitter  fruits  of  our 
recent  diplomacy,  is  the  ^t  that*we  have,  heretofore, 
not  only  sternly  refused  to  permit  our  opponents  to  hold 
this  controlling  power  of  taxing  our  produce  higher  in 
the  direct  than  in  the  eimutout  voyage,  but  the  British 
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themKlvrfli  in  the  iwgotiatumi  of  1818.  unqiiftl'Bt-dly  sur- 
rencWred  and  never  preiumed  to  chim  it  af^erwiircls} 
UittU  it  wat  coiictdtMl  to  tliem  in  tliit  arninfremei)t. 

How  can  this  «iiildrn  Biibmiuion  to  b  long  abKiidnned 
Brit  sh  pretention  be  Hccouiited  fiir*  Onty  by  the  r»jer- 
ncM  of  our  iiegotiiitors  to  swallow  any  thiiTg  anci  evt- rv 
thinf;  tlut  was  baited  with  Uie  name  of  arrangement.  Thia 
rcckleanen  was  w  preat,  that  our  miniatcr  at  London  did 
not  even  read  the  negotiations  of  1818,  whicli  followed 
our  act  of  that  year,  accompanied  the  renewal  of  the  con- 
vention of  1815,  and  were  lo  important,  that  two  negotia- 
toi-a  on  our  part,  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Ihurtit  were  aaso- 
cii^ted)  and  in  which  the  Britiah  made  thia  unqualified 
^aiidoiimentt  nay,  he  ^d  not  even  poaaeas  the  documents 
wh'cb  contained  tfiera,  altiiouffh  tliey  Itad  been  printed 
ibr  more  thu  aeren  yeara.  We  learn  this  from  hia  own 
letter  of  the  14th  Marcli,  1831. 

Sir,  we  not  only  refused  to  permit  our  produce  to  be 
taxed  higher  in  the  direct  than  in  the  circuitous  voyage, 
but  we  at  oite  time  insivted  tlmt  it  shoii1<l  be  anhject  tu  nn 
h  gber  duties  than  uinilar  articles  the  prorluctinns of  tlidr 
own  dommiona.  This  latter  lias  been  denominated  the 
"  elsewhere"  princ  pie,  and  has  beenattt^mpted  to  be  con- 
founded witli  the  former,  from  which  it  is  widely  difier- 
eut.  It  was  incorporated  into  the  act  of  1823,  by  tlie  use 
of  the  word  **  elsewhere,'*  was  ins'sted  upon  in  Mr.  Rush's 
negiitiations  of  1824,  upon  which  point  atone  tlu-y  broke 
off,  and  was  subsequently  waived  through  Mr.  Gslliitin, 
in  1626.  But  the  principle,  that  our  produce  should  be 
taxed  no  more  directly  than  circuitously,  tliat  v,  uhen 
transported  in  our  own  vessels,  than  when  in  British  bot* 
tonis,  has  never  before  been,  for  a  moment,  yielded  by  us, 
but  was  ezpreaslv  conceded  by  Great  Britain,  nut  only  in 
the  protocols  and  basis  <rf'  1818,  but  her  acu  of  Parliament 
of  1833,  and  the  itill  more  celebrated  one  of  1835. 

B«it  Mr.  McLane,  to  console  us  for  this  unlimited  con- 
cession of  power,  ^ys  that  we  have  **a  safe  guaranty 
against  an  excessive"  exercise  of  it. 

in  what  does  it  cons'st?  Where  is  it  to  be  found?  In 
the  interests  of  Great  Britain  alone!  The  increase  of  du- 
ties, says  he,  will  (nil  upon  the  planter.  And  is  this  an 
argument  to  be  addreasctl  to  freemen?  U.gbt  not  tlie 
alave  say,  it  ia  fur  the  interest  of  my  neater  tu  treat  me 
kiitdly?  But  who  would  therefore  submit  to  uncuntrtjlled 
dominion'  The  inlerents  of  Great  Britain!  Wlmt  are 
they  ?  Her  darling  primary  interest  is  tu  depress  our  ma- 
rine, and  elevate  her  own.  In  commerce,  in  nav  gatioii, 
in  naval  powvr,  and  maritime  pretensions,  says  Mr.  Hns- 
kissoii,  the  United  StMteftaie  our  most  formidiible  rival." 
Tlie  present  Secretary  of  State  would  have  told  him,  as 
be  did  in  1827,  tliat,  «  provided  the  islands  could  get 
■uppliea,  EngUiid  cared  not  for  whttt  price,  so  it  was  a 
means  of  increaMngher  navigation."  *  •  ••Thisbeing 
the  avowed  puLcy  of  Grea'.  Britain,  the  question  is,  says 
Mr.  Livingston,  whStlicr  we  aliall  play  into  bi-r  hanils." 
Yes,  says  Mr.  McLaue,  because  of  tb  s  "safe  pmranty." 
tlie  interesta  of  tlie  planters!  But  where  is  even  this  nti- 
■erabk-  security,  wtien  we  see  tltat  however  enormous  the 
duties  in  the  direct,  they  may  be  nothing  in  the  circuitous 
trade,  and  when  we  know,  too,  tliat  tiie  imposts  are  pu  d 
into  the  ctdunial  treasury,  fur  tlie  benefit  of  the  planters 
themselves^ 

I  turn  now,  ur,  toanother  description  of  merchandise — 
roesioir  rnoBVCTiona. 

How  stands  tlie  arrangement  as  to  them? 

Do  Uie  vessels  of  the  two  countries  enjoy  equal  rights 
Mid  equal  privileges? 

Sir,  Will  it  be  credib^d  by  the  people  of  this  country, 
that,  as  lo  tlie  whole  clasa  of  foreign  articles,  British  ves- 
sels may  take  alt  of  them  at  pleasure  from  the  United 
States  to  the  colontes,  while  an  American  vessel  is  abso- 
lutely prohibited  from  transporting  ai^l    A  British  and 


an  Americmn  ship  ^11  be  lying  nde  by  nde  in  the  port  of 
New  York,  for  example:  the  fiirmer  may  make  np  an  u< 
sorted  curgo  of  American  produce,  and  debenture  goods 
of  all  kinds;  while,  if  the  latter  take  a  single  article  be* 
side  our  own  productions,  slie  is  liable  to  seizure  sndcoih 
demnation  ihe  moment  ylxe  enters  Br.tish  waters. 

Need  I  dwell  upon  the  advantages  wliicli  this  conces* 
s»on  gives  to  our  rmW  The  importance  of  the  privilrge 
of  assorted  cargoes,  in  the  West  India  trade,  iauiiderstiiod 
by  every  merchant's  clejk  who  has  ever  entered  a  cmmt- 
ing  room.  Mr.  McLane  himself  acknowledged  it  in  1830, 
when  he  declared  that  (tie  trade  through  the  Northern 
colonies  was  <liverted  into  that  cliannel,  instead  of  tlie  neu- 
tral islands,  by  the  greater  fiuufities  of  making  up  '*»■ 
sorted  cargoes." 

It  moreover  jrields  to  our  rival  new  adniitages  in  the 
triple  voy^e.  Englirii  vessels  may  now  take  a  cargo 
from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  Statest  sell  die  whole 
or  a  part  only  here,  as  the  state  of  the  market  may  inritei 
fill  up  eitlier  with  American  or  foreign  productions!  pro- 
ceed to  the  West  Indies;  sell  the  whole  or  a  part  only 
there,  as  interest  may  dtctite;  take  on  board  colonial  pro- 
duce or  other  merchandise;  and  siul  for  Great  Britain  ur 
her  dominions.  Wh  le  an  American  ship,  starting  from  - 
the  same  point,  is  at  liberty  indeed  to  take  a  cargo  from 
England  to  the  United  States,  but  not  to  curry  one  article 
of  ttiat  cargo,  or  of  any  other  foreign  merchaiid.se,  to  the 
West  Indies,  nor  to  transport  any  thing  from  the  eidonics 
to  Great  Britain. 

How  far  this  advantage  may  enable  our  rival  to  over- 
power our  navipition,  in  a  competition  fur  the  direct 
trade,  remains  to  be  developed  by  experience.  If  the 
result  should  be  deusive  in  their  favor,  and  their  naviga- 
tion can  munopofise  the  whole  directly,  they  may  not  ex- 
erciae  tlie  power  the^  possess  to  force  it  lluvugh  other 
channels;  fortheir  object  will  have  been  attained.  Th«7 
can  try  ttiis  experiment  with  safety:  fur,  if  they  do  not 
succeed,  resort  may  be  ha<l  to  tlieir  full  power  of  substi- 
tuting the  circuitous  transportation. 

Tlie  quantity  of  foreign  goods  wiiicb  would  be  shipped 
to  llie  British  West  Indies  in  nn  open  commerce,  is  not  in- 
connderable.  Tlie  actiial  amount  cannot  be  accurately 
ascertained,  by  reason  nf  past  restrictions  and  embartate* 
mentb.  Tu  the  Danish  islands  we  sent  alien  mrrduiH 
d  se,  in  the  year  1829,  to  the  value  of  $282,4U\,  and  in 
183U.  of  i320,72J;  and  to  Cuba,  in  the  same  years, 
$1,859,626,  and  $1,477,675;  to  which  mUmt,  tlie  amounl. 
ill  other  years,  hat  considerably  exceeded  tuo  ni.lliuna. 

What  apology  does  our  neg)rt.ator  offer  for  yielding  Uiis 
discrinunation  ui  fiivorof  British  ships?  He  mv^  **1  am 
not  aware  that  the  reittriction  of  the  right  of  importa- 
taiion  into  tlie  colonies,  to  articles  of  American  produce, 
was  at  any  period  seriously  objected -tu  byonrOovert^ 
meiit."  i'rue,  sir,"  pnmifed  British  ve^els  were  al^ 
restricted-  \^'e  have  uniformly  insisted  upon  equality 
in  navigation — the  vessels  of  botli  to  be  confined  to  tbs 
same  commodities;  and  the  Britisli  have  not,  in  uur  for- 
mer negotiations,  luul  the  efhx>ntery  to  ask  fur  thb  gro« 
and  palftable  partiality  in  fiivor  of  tlidr  navigation.  In  the 
neg(»tiatioi)s  of  1 818,  at  the  fifth  conference,  tliey  «fr.reil 
a  project,  stipuLiting  thiit  British  American  vesselB  abiMild 
have  equal  rights  of  importation  from  the  United  Mate* 
into  the  West  India  islands,  and  cunfiiiing  both  to  the  same 
articles— the  produce  and  nutniir<cture  of  tlie  United 
States.  Our  envoy  ought  to  have  understfmd  that  it  wM 
not  tile  restriction  of  our  ships  to  our  goods  merely,  but 
the  greater  liberty  allowed  to  the  Brittali,  tlie  iiijiu-raus 
difference,  that  we  stiould  earneslly  resiat.  As  matte.-  of 
fixed  pi-inciple,  wc  slloultl  never,  tor  an  instant,  tolerate 
an  invidious  diatiiietiun  in  fuvor  of  a  fore.gn  agaiibt  our 
own  fiug. 

But  our  negotiator  thoi^it  otherwise.  He  says  that 
**  the  difference,  in  this  rcspec^  betweeo  tlw  Anerucui 
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«sd  Britiiih  veiseLt,"  if  we  kllow  it  to  continue,  "cannot 
be  ui  oliject  of  much  intport»nce  In  any  point  of  view." 
**It  will  nnerally  be  our  interest,  as  it  is  that  of  everj' 
other  nation,  to  allow  the  exportation  of  its  surplus  foreign 
produce  in  tlie  ressels  of  any  other  country."  Ay!  and 
to  con6ne  such  exports  to  forcig'n  bottoms,  in  exclusion 
of  our  own.'  la  this  for  our  interest?  And  is  it  not  still 
more  for  our  interest  to  send  our  own  produce  to  a  mar- 
ket, than  that  of  foreigners,  and,  of  course,  to  consent 
that  alien  ships  alone  should  transport  it?  What  a  con- 
ception does  this  exhibit  of  the  great  navigating  interest 
of  tlie  country,  and  of  the  spirit  and  object  of  otir  whole 
debenture  system!  Why  do  we  encourage  the  importa- 
tion and  expwtation  of  foreign  goods  fur  the  benefit  of 
drawback?  Is  it  not  to  give  employment  to  our  naviga- 
tors, ship  owners,  and  merchanbt? 

But,  sir,  ihe  gravest,  tlie  nH»t  solemn  ground  of  com- 
plaint against  this  discrimination  in  fiivor  of  British  vesstls 
still  renwns.    It  is  the 

TIOUTIOX  or  TBB  ACT  OP  COSOaXBS  OT  1830. 

By  the  first  sectbn,  tlie  Prendent  is  authorized  tn  issue 
his'proclainaHon,  repealing  our  acts  of  1818,  1820,  and 
1833,  and  opening  our  ports  upon  certain  conditions,  and 
upon  those  conditions  only.  One  of  them  is  in  these 
words:  "  That  ve»tela  of  the  United  States  may  import 
into  the  SMd  colonial  possessions,  from  the  United  States, 
any  artkle  or  articles,  which  could  be  imported  in  Bri- 
tish vMseb  into  the  miA  poaiessioai,  fi<mn  the  United 
Statca." 

Now,  «fr,  so  &r  from  there  being  any  evidence  that  an 
Amerieaa  could  import  every  article  wnich  a  British  ves- 
sel might,  the  proof  was  plenary,  as  we  all  well  know, 
that  the  whcde  class  of  foreign  goods  are  prohibited  in 
tbe  former,  and  allowed  to  the  latter. 

Here  is  the  kw,  and  here  stands  the  fiict.  Ingenuity 
cannot  evade,  ami  I  doubt  whether  efiVontery  can  deny, 
tbe'r  inconmlibility. 

This  modification  of  the  act,  this  Executive  repeal  of 
one  of  its  clear  and  pomlive  provi»ons,  has  been  called 
construction!  And  let  us  see  the  reasons  which  have 
been  assigned  for  such  a  stretch  of  power.  I  wilt  exa- 
mine them  all.  They  are  embodied  in  the  President's 
neaaage  of  January,  1831,  in  which  he  says  he  does  not 
suppose  "  that  tbe  omiSiMOn  to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  im- 
portations to  the  productions  of  tbe  country  to  which  the 
vessels  tespeeiively  belong,  was  iotentioiiBl,''  Ibr  tliree 
Teasons. 

Herc^  it  seenii,  the  President  was  advised  that  there 
w*a  an  omisuon  in  the  act,  and  he  undertook  to  supply 
it  by  iranoaing  restrictions  which  confessedly  Congress  hud 
not,  and  assigns  his  reasons  for  this  assumption  of  legis- 
lative power.  Pint.  That  this  enactment  is  Inconsistent 
with  '*tht  propositions  previously  nude  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  were  before 
Congress  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act.**  The  fact 
of  such  inconsistency  does  not  exlstf  butsuppose  it  did. 
Is  it  to  be  tolerated,  that,  if  we  make  a  law  at  variance 
with  Presidential  recommendations,  and  send  It  to  him  tu 
be  executed,  he  slull  alter,  chan^,  and  modify,  till  it 
conforms  to  his  own  pre-existing  views?  Why  might  he 
not  as  Well  have  nwle  the  law  without  our  intervention? 
Why  send  his  propositions  here,  if  Congress  are  not  to 
be  supposed  capable     dissenting  from  utem? 

Tile  second  reason  is,  that  it  is  at  variance  with  **  the 
principles  which  govern  the  maritime  legislation  of  the 
two  countries. "  Wltat!  retjuiring  that  our  vessels  should 
not  be  subject  to  an  injurious  distinction  in  aid  of  the  fo- 
reign, incompatible  with  former  laws,  when  we  all  know 
that  the  ckiject  and  aim  of  all  those  enactments  was  to 
^e  advanaiges  to  our  own  over  their  rivals!  And  there 
*is  not,  in  our  whole  history,  a  single  cnsotoiFiit  that  eoun- 
tcnaoces  this  partiality  toalien  ships.   Wit  if  there  weri^ 


could  we  never  change  it?  And  if  the  National  Legisla- 
ture should  pass  an  act  to  destroy  previous  InequaliW,  is 
the  President  to  refuse  to  execute  it,  because  it  is  a  hew 
law  ?  But  it  is  not  in  accordance  with  British  l^islation ! 
Indeed!  and  is  an  American  Chief  Magistrate  to  make  a 
statute  of  the  American  Congress  bend  and  break  befbro 
an  act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament?  These  two  rMtson% 
if  reasons  they  can  be  calletl,  are  the  same  as  were  aaugn- 
ed  by  Hr.  HcLane  to  the  late  Secretaiy  of  State. 

But  the  writer  of  the  message  has  discovered  another, 
entirely  iTew,  that  had  never  even  occurred  to  our  ne^v 
tistor.  It  is,  titat  this  enactment,  as  tu  the  transportation 
to  the  West  Indies,  is  ineonnstent  with  **the  proviuons 
of  the  eusting  commercial  treaty**  with  England! 

That  convention  not  only  does  not  embrace  any  part  of 
the  colonial  trade,  but,  in  express  terms,  wht>lly  ex- 
cludes it.*  But  suppose  the  fact  were  otherwise.  The 
President  is  authorized  to  issue  his  procUmation  when  a 
certain  comlition  shall  have  been  previously  perfonnedi 
he  thinks  such  performance  incompatible  with  a  trea^. 
What  is  he  to  do?  Issue  his  'proclamation  in  demite  of 
the  condition,  as  if  it  never  existed?  assume  an  absohito 
authori^  which  has  never  been  conferred?  Not  but  as- 
sign that  as  a  reason  for  not  issuing  the  procUmation. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  also,  has  assigned  a  reason  or  apulog/ 
for  disregarding  this  enactment.  That  I  may  be  sure  to 
do  him  no  injustice,  I  will  quote  his  very  words,  from  the 
letter  of  5th  October,  1830,  in  which  he  transmiu 
proclamation,  assures  Mr.  Hclane  that  the  "construction** 
of  Lord  Aberdeen  and  himself  had  been  "adt^ted  with- 
out reserve,'*  and  adds — 

"  The  Preudent  has  derived  great  satisftction  from  the 
candor  and  liberality  which  has  characterized  the  conduct 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  throughout  tiie  negotiation,  and 
particularly  in  not  suffering  the  inadvertencies  of  our 
legislation,  attributable  to  the  haste  and  confusion  of  Ihe 
closing  scenes  of  the  sesnon,  to  defeat  or  delay  the  ad- 
justmen^*'  &c.  hx.  i  and  he  is  subsequently  directed  **  to 
make  his  tiajesty's  Goremment  aoquaiiited  with  these 
sentiments.** 

"Inadvertencies!"  What  should  we  say  if  the  judi- 
ciary dared  to  set  aside  a  law,  on  the  assumption  that 
Cinigress  knew  not  what  they  were  about  when  it  passed? 
Inadvertencies!  Yet  this  provision  was  in  the  bill  of 
1837,  which  passed  the  House  of  Representative!*,  is  the 
same  ss  Mr.  Madison's  proposition  in  1790,  and  Mr.  Clay's 
construction  in  1826,  ami  was  contained  in  this  act  of 
1830,  when  originally  reported  bv  Mr.  Cambrelnig,  and 
which  Hr.  Van  Buren  himself,  when  communicating  it  to 
Mr.  McLane,  In  June,  1830,  cluracteriaed  as  a  "sMemil 
public  movement  on  our  parti"  yet,  afterwards,  lays  the 
same  at  the  foot  of  the  British  tlirotie,  thanking  his  Ma- 
jeatv  for  concurring  in  a  d'.sregard  of  its  enactment,  atid 
offVr'ring,  in  excuse  for  its  "inadvertencies,'*  **  the  hast* 
and  confuMoii"  of  the  National  Legislature.  What  lan- 
guage is  this  for  an  American  statesman;  and  wliat  a  pic- 
ture is  here  to  be  exhibited  to  the  eye  of  British  RO'alty, 
of  the  dignity  and  deliberation  of  a  republican — an  Ame- 
rican Congress!  Thank  heaven,  it  has  no  precedent  or 
parallel  in  our  history.  I  will  do  Hr.  McLane  the  justice 
to  say  that  he  did  not  exhibit  to  the  English  Government 
its  most  offenMve  partst  his  own  feelii^  mubt  have  re- 
coiled at  being  the  me^um  of  such  a  eommunicMtion. 

Having  conwdered  the  power  which  our  rival  possesse* 
to  control  the  exports  in  the  colonial  ttade,  I  wilt  now 
examine  it  u  to  the  impcvts;  and,  first,  of 

WKST  IITBIA  rBOOOCI. 

The  British  have  the  power,  by  laying  expmt  duties  hi 
the  ishuxts,  and  vaiTing  them  at  pieasiire»  to  gin  such 

'  «n  artisli  mhbA  of  Ihs  ssanMiis^  whkh  b  dtasai  aad  nBCva> 
VMSI. 
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a  direction  to  the  transmission  of  their  productions  as  ex- 
perience of  their  interest  may-  dictate.  They  may  erect 
an  insuperable  barrier  of  such  duties  in  the  direct  trade 
to  the  United  States  in  which  alune  our  veflsab  can  par- 
ticipate, and  leave  it  free  and  unobstructed  in  British  res- 
aels,  hy  the  circuitous  route  of  the  Northern  prorincesi 
fbr  it  ia  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  tliat  an  American 
bottom  is  not  permitted  to  carry  their  produce  from  co- 
lony to  colony.  Such  export  duties  have  heretofore  ex- 
isted in  some  of  the  colonies.  This  riyht  was  formerly 
refused  to  Gre,at  Britain,  by  the  admmistration  of  Mr. 
Monroe;  and  the  lUsts  of  1820  and  1823  gtiarded  against 
it,  by  requiring  importations  of  colonial  produce  to  be 
direct  from  the  island  of  vhich  it  was  the  growth. 

puaTXB  or  PABJS. 

The  trade  !n  this  article  has  been  of  much  importance 
to  Maine.  It  is  dii^  from  the  earth  in  the  provinces,  and 
from  100,000  to  150,000  tons  are  annually  imported  into 
the  United  Statex,  giving  employment  to  a  large  amount 
.  of  tonnage,  which  we  nave  heretofore  enjoyed  almost 
excluuTdjt  but  which,  under  tliis  arrangement,  the  Bri- 
tish can.  at  th^  option,  entirely  monopolize.  The  con- 
trivance by  which  this  is  to  be  accomplished,  is  nmple, 
butefiectual.  To  give  a  show  of  reciprocity,  our  veraels 
are  admitted  into  the  provinces;  but  then  they  are  restrict- 
ed to  what  are  called  free  ports,  sucli  as  Halifax,  St.  John's, 
and  St.  Andrew's;  while  British  vessels  are  subject  to  no 
such  limitation,  but  are  at  liberty  to  go  to  all  others.  The 
places  at  which  the  plaster  is  dug  are  not  at  the  free 
ports,  and  their  vessels  may  take  it  from  the  quarries,  and 
transport  it  to  any  part  of  the  United  States;  while,  to  reach 
our  vessels,  it  must  first  be  carried  to  the  free  ports,  at 
an  expense  of  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  dollars  the  ton, 
and  there  unladen  and  resliipped.  Let  me  illustrate  this. 
We  have,  at  Hallowell,  in  Maine,  near  the  village  where 
I  have  the  happiness  to  reside,  quarries  of  the  finest 
building  matcnal  in  the  world — beatttiful,  ever-enduring 

granite.  Suppose,  sir — what,  fortunately,  is  not  true — 
ut  imafpne  that  the  provinces  were  our  only  market,  as 
the  United  States  is  for  their  plaster;  and  tha^  to  give  the 
British  a  color  of  equality  in  the  transportation,  we  should 
say,  yoiir  vessels  may  take  this  granite,  but  you  shall  not 
go  to  Hallowell;  you  shall  not  enter  the  Kennebec  river; 
you  must  seek  for  it  at  Portsmauth,  Portland,  or  Wiscas- 
aet,  while  we  take  it  direct  to  any  and  all  your  ports: 
would  a  British  vessel  ever  transport  a  nn^e  cargor  Tet 
such  is  the  advantage  which  we  have  conceded  to  them, 
as  to  gypsum,  an  article  of  which  the  freight  exceeds  the 
original  value  at  the  quarries,  which  indeed  would  be  ut- 
terly worthless  if  we  did  not  become  the  purchasers,  and 
which  they  have,  therefore,  at  former  penods,  permitted 
to  be  transported  wholly  in  American  vessels. 

The  same  remarks  are  applicable,  in  substance,  to  the 
trade  in  grindstones. 

Such  IS  the  power  which  An  arrangement  concedes  to 
Britain,  in  the  exportation  to  her  colonies  of  American 
and  foreign  eoods,  and  the  importation  of  West  Indian 
and  provincial  produce.  It  is  tdll  and  complete,  to  the 
entire  control  of  the  navigation.  How  far  she  may  carry 
the  exercise  of  it,  will  depend  upon  our  endurance.  She 
will  stretch  the  cord  until  there  is  danger  of  disruption. 
So  long  as  we  acquiesce,  she  will  continue  to  advance; 
and,  therefore,  1  now  raise  my  voice  against  it.  This  very 
^scussion  may  arrest  her  progress,  or,  at  least,  cause  her 
to  pause.  She  has  already  begun. to  use  the  lever  which 
we  put  into  her  bands,  and  we  see  its  eifectfl. 

In  all  competition  with  foreign  navigation,  upon  equal 
terms,  it  is  known  that  ourrepuolican  industry,  economy, 
skill,  and  enterprise,  have  given  us  decisive  superiori^. 
In  the  direct  trade  with  Great  Britain,  we  have  had  more 
than  four^ftbi  of  the  tran^ortation,  and  a  still  greaterpro- 
pMtHHi  in  our  eomoerce  with  other  natiwia.   I  hon  in 


my  hand  a  most  instructive  document,  which  \  have  pre- 
pared, to  exhibit  the  proportion  of  American,  British,  and 
foreign  tonnage,  in  our  internal  trade,  from  the  years 
1789to  1830,  inchiMve;  by  which  may  be  seen,  at  a  ghnce, 
as  at  a  thermometer,  the  elevation  and  depresnon  of  our 
navi^tion,  and  the  effects  of  the  comparative  advantages 
which  it  enjoyed.  In  the  most  disastrous  periods,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  during  the  late  war, 
and,  subsequently,  while  the  English  were  enjoving  the 
fruits  of  the  triangular  voyage,  tne  proportion  of  foreign 
to  domestic  tonnage  never  exceeded  forty-five  and  a  hslf 
of  the  former  to  one  hundred  of  the  latter — that  is,  leaS 
than  forty-ax  per  cent.,  wl^e,  in  our  prosperity,  itwaa 
frequentiy  less  than  ten  per  cent.  In  otir  West  India  tnde^ 
the  disproportion  has  been  still  greater,  for  the  obvious 
reasons  of  our  vicinage,  the  remoteness  of  parent  coun* 
tries,  and  thh  inaptitude  of  such  a  population  as  that  of 
the  islands  to  traverring  the  ocean. 

Statsxbkt  I,  riiowingthe  American  and  foreign  tonnaga 
ensnged  in  the  trade  with  certain  West  India  wkoda 
and  the  British  American  cdonies,  from  1831  to  1830, 
both  inclunve,  with  tha  proportion  thatthe  foreign  bears 
to  the  American. 


COUNTHIXS. 

Averafc  Am. 
tonus  re  per 
Kiui.  fbr  Ml 
ynn. 

Average  fu- 
nign  lonn. 
nrr  aiinnu 
nir  im  y'n 

PntportKMi  ihe 
fiin!i|n  be*ra 
u  iBc  Ameri- 
can. 

Swedi«h  Wcftlndit^ 
Daiiiih  Well  Indie*, 
Briilth  Wm  Iiidirij 
Briii.ih  Amer  eulonin, 
Weti  ludic*  gnwralljr. 

1S,4S1  5 
43,138  5 
SO.OTS  S 
77,499  0 

a,st6  s 

463  ft 
817  4 

4.043  S 
7,4fi7  3 
8 

3.73  per  ill. 

a.10  " 

8.07  •« 
9.04  •< 
S-iT  «» 

Stitxmsxt  11^  showing  the  quantity  of  American  and  fo- 
reign tonnage  engaged  in  tiie  trade  with  certain  West 
India  islands  and  the  Britiah  Americui  colonies,  from 
the  5th  of  October,  1830,  to  the  30th  September,  1831, 
with  the  propntion  that  th^  foreign  bean  to  the  Ame- 
rican. 

COUKTRIES. 

AmeriMui 
lunnafe, 

Forrign 

ProponioB  fc- 
rcipi  bt%t%  to 
AiMiicaa. 

Swrdiib  Wtf  t  Indio, 
Danish  \Vn>l  Indira, 
[triti«i)  WrtI  Indin, 
Brituh  Am.  eolmiiM, 
Wt-at  mdh'i  jcenrnllri 

0,«4 
33,4» 
30,440 
7r,73T 
I*.«7 

493 
S,0S1 
10,037 

suie 

rJ4 
S.M 
40.47 

iicja 

1.01 

It  thus  appears  that,  from  1831  to  1830,  inclusive,  a 
term  of  ten  years  next  preceding  this  arrangement,  tati 
from  the  5th  of  October,  1830,  to  the  30th  (tf  September, 
1831,  the  year  succeeding  it,  the  average  proportion  of 
alien  to  American  tonnage,  in  the  colonial  trade,  was  as 
follows: 


COUNTRIES. 

Swedish  W.  I. 
DBiiiRh  W.  I. 
BriiUb  W.  I. 
Brit.  Am.  cot. 
W.  J.  genenlly 


From  1811 10  l%30, 
furt-igti  will  to  Ui« 
American  a* 
3.7S  to  LOO  Icai  than  4  |ir  ei. 

2.10         "  3 

8.7  "  6 

9.P4  «  10 

,3.27  "  3 


In  1B31,  Twcicn 
wai  to  ibe  Aaie- 
ncan  m 
7.S4  to  100  aaoK  tkan  7  p.  c 
8.90  "  8 

40.47  "  4S 

110.18  •*  no 
3.03  "  Z 


What  answer  has  been  given  to  these  appalfing  fkctsf 
I  wilt  tell  you:  for  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treuury,  m  com- 
municating this  statement  for  1831,  seeing  their  force, 
has,  in  order  to  weaken  it,  sent  US  an  extract  frtnn  a  let- 
ter of  one  of  the  collectors  of  thfe  custom^  in  wUdi  H  is 
stated  that,  from  his  port,  a  large  portion  of  such  Ameri- 
can vessels  as  clear  for  the  **  West  Indies  generally,"  pro- 
ceed, in  fact,  to  the  English  islands.  Be  it  so.  Nay,  sup- 
pose that  to  have  been  the  destination  of  all  such  American 
vessels,  and  not  of  any  of  the  alien;  add  all  general  clear* 
ancea  for  the  Wert  Indies,  on  our  part,  to  llMae  for  the 
Britiih  Islands:  bow  mudi  does  it  rm  the  rcaalt> 
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The  anuMiirt  tit  tmiHfe  employed  ia  that  jmr,  1B31> 

With  BriaOk  Wot  IiMlie%   36,440  An.   16.937  foreipi. 
Britidi  Ametiem  eoloniM^  77,737  85,916 
West  Indie*  geatnUfy,       14^987  a^,  0 

139.164  103,853 

It  w31  then  be  one  hundred  and  two  thoiiiuid  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  three  Britiah,  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thoutand  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  Aiperican — 
more  than  serenty-nine  per  cent  {  when,  before  the  ar- 
rangement, the  British  had  less  than  ten  per  cent 

But  it  is  said  that,  although  there  may  have  been  this 
enormous  growth  of  British  tonnage,  yet  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  ours,  also,  ia  this  trade.  It  would  seem 
strange  indeed,  if,  after  opening  the  ports,  no  more  of 
our  msels  shoukl  go  to  them  than  prcTiouily,  and  during 
die  state  of  general  occlusion  i  espedallj  when  luch  a 
measure  takes  away  from  us  the  tnuisporbitionto  the  neu- 
tral isUnds,  through  which  the  supplies  were  before  car- 
ried. And  yet  for  the  same  period  of  yeu«,  from  1831 
to  1830,  inclusive^  during  which  there  was  no  arrange- 
ment,  and  embarrassed,  from  time  to  time,  by  restrictions, 
counter  legislation,  andprohilntion,  the  average  amount  of 
American  shipping,  in  the  trade  wth  Uie  EngUsh  colonies, 
was  greater  than  in  the  year  18S1,  and  the  British  much 
<  fbllowi: 


AveiSKS  A  meriean  tonnage  per  annvin ,  fbr  ten 
rcara— IKt  to  tl3o. 

1831. 

Britiih  Wnf  Indtcf, 
Do.   Atneriun  MioniM,  - 

Wc«t  Indir*  gmcnllr. 

Aiocr. 

Amer, 

jO,OTS 

4,043 
T,46T 

30,440 
77,7ST 

ia,fl37 

i9,eio 

137^0 

11,110 

114,177 
14,087 

I<»,BI3 

IS«,OM 

11,510 

1M,IIM 

101,833 

So  that,  fbr  the  loss  of  transp<nlation  to  the  neutral  lilandi^ 
we  have  not  even  the  compensation  of  any  positive  increase 
of  tonnage  to  the  British  ports.  And  or  that  which  we 
have,  more  than  two-thirds,  as  appears  by  tlie  above  state- 
ment, is  merely  to  the  Northern  provinces  on  our  bor- 
ders. We  lose  the  long  freight  wbch  we  before  enjoyed, 
sjid  get  a  part  only  oT  the  short,  which  has  been  sub- 
stituted; and  even  that  portion  will,  hereafter,  be  dimi- 
nishing. That  such  was  the  former  course  of  the  trade, 
IS  universally  known.  Indeed,  I  have  such  authority  as 
will  convince  even  the  political  advocates  of  the  arrange- 
ment 

In  li^rch,  1820,  Mr.  HcLane  said,  the  routes  through 
which  these  supplies  now  pass,  comprehend  not  merely 
the  Northern  posaessions,  which  have  the  solitary  advan- 
ti^  of  occasonally  affording  a  better  assortment  of 
'  goods,  but^  tiie  islands  of  St  Thomas  and  St.  Bartholo- 
mew,  Haitininique,  Guadaloupe,  and  the  port  of  St.  Jago 
de  Cuba. 

And  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  1829,  declared  of  this  trade, 
•«  It  is  carried  on  in  American  vessels,  by  8t  Barts  and  St. 
'niomas,  and  open  ports  in  North  American  colonies." 
And  now,  rince  the  arrangement,  it  is  prosecuted,  to 
neat  extent,  in  British  vessels,  to  whom  we  have  yielded 
9ie  means  of  monopoTixing  it  entirely. 

Who  will  be  benefited?  TTieproducer^  WiUitincrease 
his  market.'  Ifit  might,  it  would  still  be  a  miserable  apo- 
logy for  this  injury  to  the  ship  owner.  Never,  in  the  whole 
bistory  of  our  country,  was  the  idea  tolerated  that  our  na- 
vigation should  be  sacrificed,  in  any  event,  or  fbr  any  con- 
saderation.    In  1618,  the  committee  of  the  House  who 


reported  the  law  of  that  year,  sternly  repeUed  such  a 
suggestion.  There  can  be  no  divorce  of  Uie  great  inte- 
rests of  the  country;  they  are  linked  by  indisMlaDle  bs«id% 
and  injury  to  one  is  depression  to  aD. 

But,  as  tins  is  the  onl;^  MKdogy  or  excuse  that  can  be 
offered,  let  us  examine  tt  for  a  notnent.  WiU  the  mar- 
kets for  our  produce  be  increased?  How?  By  what  pro- 
cess? Every  tiling  which  Great  Britun  can  supply  to  her 
islands,  eitiier  from  the  Nonbcm  provinces,  or  any  port 
of  her  dominions,  she  is  resolved  to  furnish  herself.  Thia 
we  know)  this  she  baa  avowed.  It  is  her  fixed  policy. 
From  us  will  be  admitted  only  those  indispens^le  neces- 
saries which  cannot  be  elsewhere  obtained,  consisting, 
almost  exclusively,  of  provinons  and  lumber.  And  these 
she  reottved  before  the  arrangement,  partly  throu^  the 
neutral  islands,  and  partly  by  her  Northern  porta,  to  botii 
which  our  vessels  had  tlie  exclusive  carriage;  it  being 
utterly  prohibited  to  the  British.  In  what  manner  wiU 
they  be  transmitted  under  the  arrangement?  Through 
her  Northern  ports,  still  burdened  by  double  freights  and 
insurance.  Is  the  route,  thus  aubstituted,  less  expensive 
than  that  which  it  has  supplanted?  Even  Mr.  McLane 
knew,  and  asserted,  that  it  was  not)  and  aj|D  dedaredthat 
the  portion  of  the  trade  which  kni^  the  Northern  chaA- 
nds,  instead  of  the  neutral,  was  Sverted  there  only  by 
the  greater  facilities  for  assorted  cai^oes;  and  he  added 
that  the  burdens  of  the  indirect  trade  fell  upon  the  pUnter. 
How,  then,  is  his  consumption,  or  our  markets,  to  be  in- 
creased by  this  substitution  of  the  present  circuitous  route 
in  British  vessels,  for  the  former  in  American?  Indeed, 
so  essential  are  our  supplies,  that  a  change  from  this 
indh-ect  trade,  wh«i  the  ports  were  dosed  totiie  direet, 
by  opening  them,  does  not  se«n,  fl*om  past  experience, 
to  have  materially  affected  flie  result.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
two  tabular  statements,  whieb  exhibit  this  veiy  cleariy. 

Tabular  statement  of  the  export  of  dooiestic  produce  from 
the  United  SUtes  to  the  West  Indies  and  British  Ame< 
rican  colonics,  durit^  the  years  1833  to  1836|  inclusive* 
when  the  British  ports  were  open  to  a  direct tradet  and, 
alao.  during  the  years  1837  to  1S30,  inclusive,  when  the 
ports  were  closed. 


Britiih  W.  Indki, 
Swrdiih  do. 
Dannh  do. 
Frmeh  4a. 
CuIm, 

Brilub  Amer.  cot. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1,01T,)I4J 
S4i,70t 

1,S3I,IM 
B(M,S1S 
S^7l,ST0 

l,31S,I13 

1,710,703 
I04,<n3 

1,149,441 
7S0,fU 

1,773,107 

l,Ui,374 
103,701 

I,S8 1,144 
D37^ 

j,a7M*o 

S,(3B,Ma 

S.07t,t7I 

180,J7S 
l,3«l,0O4 
-  004,11* 
S,74»,a5S 
3,104,  lOS 

8,eS4,399 

9,t70,A4S 

0.803,171 

10,tOM7S 

In  these  four  yemb  the  British  West  India  pvto  vreru 

open. 

1823,  $8,984,299 

1824,  9,270,642 

1825,  9,863,173 
lti36,  10,808,316 


4)  38,935,439 


O:^  P9,731,834  Aven^  when  ports  were  open. 


1837. 

1828. 

1839. 

1830. 

Britifh  W.  Indica, 
Swed'Mh  do. 
Daniah  do. 
Frrnch  do. 
Cuba, 

BriiU  Amer.Ml. 

418,8** 

i,4a3,Mi 

070,097 
4,1M  717 

t,m,ou 

3S,149 
eii,m 

S,S08,4M 
l,00a,437 

Vts>wr 
i,«u,m 

1,463 
«4,S33 

s,n^>M 

140 
«IB,70S 
l,flS1,StS 

703,S4I 
3,430,000 
S,««O^OS1 

10^1,000 

s,3M,sao 

io,iss,osa 

io,un,iM 
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[Apm£  3,  1832. 


In  theie  four  yean  the  Britiih  Weit  India  porta  were 

cloKd. 

1827,  (10,501,076 

1838,  9,389,930 

1839,  10.138.003 
1830,  10,133,194 

4)40,133,192 
O::^  $10,013,048  &Tenge  when  porti  were  eloaed. 
Betums  of  the  number  of  barrels  of  meal  and  flour,  im- 
ported into  the  British  West  Indies;  in  the  years  1825 
and  1828,  when  the  ports  were  open  and  alto  dosed. 


1835. 


UnUH  Suto*,  4in-clly,  161.SAt 
Briliali  N.  Amrr.  eutonk-t,  4,S3) 
7»rH(n  Wtailudwf,  -  -  ti.oM 
Ttoreirn  Earope,  •  .  .  4co 
UnilM  Kiufdum,    •  -  •  1(,«4T 

'  aoi,«T 


1838. 


3(1,706— iMrrue,  3Stn4  2*ia«A 


is,ui-  do. 


TJS 
9,114 


WliiW-taMRnbSJiS. 


Tht  first  is  compiled  from  ofBual  documents,  and  the 
latter  from  the  ^||p)ority  of  our  late  minister  to  London. 
^  In  this  connexion^  I  would  notice  an  error,  or  decep- 
tion, which  has  been  industriously  propafated.  It  has 
been  represented  that  our  inland  trade  femt  New  Toric, 
Termoot,  and  liMne,  to  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  had 
ita  nigin,  too,  in  this  arrangementt  when  weall  know  that 
h  existed  befiire,  and  was  prosecuted  vntbout  restrunt 
Tliat  the  TCstrietiTe  and  prohibitory  laws  were  confined 
to  the  commerce  "by  sea,"  and  reached  not  to  that  by 
land,  lakes,  or  rivers.  We  further  know  that  it  was  the 
anxious  desire  of  Great  Britain  to  continue  and  extend  it. 
Kven  Hr.  Canning,  in  his  bitterest  mood,  declared  that  it 
was  not  her  purpose  to  interrupt  it,  and  she  did  not.  In- 
deed, so  palpably  for  her  interest  and  in  axxordance  with 
her  policy  is  it,  tiiat  it  has  been  sometimes  inwited  that  the 
United  States  ought  to  suppress  it,  as  a  means  of  coercing 
Great  Britain.  The  opening  of  this  market  by  internal 
communication  with  Quebec  and  New  Brunswick,  has 
been  ascribed  to  Mr.  McLane's  negotiation,  with  about 
the  same  propriety  as  were  the  effects  of  the  hurricane  in 
Barbadoes. 

There  is  yet  another  moat  grave  and  serious  aspect  of 
this  subject,  that  of  our  exporU  to  and  imports  from  Great 
Biituik 

Since  the  British  have  been  permitted  to  take  clear* 
ances  from  our  ports  for  their  Northern  prorinces,  under 
the  recent  agrermenl^  that  Government  has  manifested  a 
disposition  to  put  in  operation  tiie  same  machinery  of  va- 
rying imposts,  in  order  to  monopolixc  the  whole  navigation 
between  the  United  SUtes  and  her  European  dominions. 
Since  the  arrangement,  the  duty  upon  cotton  imported 
from  the  Umted  Statea  into  Giq^and,  has  been  changed 
from  an  ad  valorem  of  cent,  to  a  specific  of  5-8ths 
of  a  penny  per  lb.  1  while  from  the  provinces  the  duty  is 
but  l-25tl)  of  a  penny.  The  conitequence  is,  that  a  Bri- 
tish ship  may  liwd  in  tlie  United  States  with  our  cotton, 
and,  by  touchinff  at  Bermuda,  Halifitx,  or  any  other  colo- 
ma]  port,  save  m  duties  the  lUffereiice  between  5-8th8 
and  l'35th  of  a  penny  per  lb.,  which  is  equal  to  a  f^ir 
freight  A^>m  Charleston  to  Liverpool.  British  ship  own- 
ers have  actually  bpgun  to  Uke  advantage  of  this  discri- 
mination. A  letter  from  a  respectable  gentleman  of 
Lubec,  in  Hune,  under  date  of  the  ISA  M  March  last, 
informs  me  that  a  merchant  from  Mew  Brunswick  bad  re- 
cently gone  to  Savannah,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  so 
employing  his  ship,  and  deckring  that  he  would  thereby 
have  an  advantage  over  the  Americans  of  5*.  6d.  sterl  ng 
per  ewL  in  the  iitipostoi  and  tiiat  it  would  amount  to  l,3w 
pounda  upon  a  single  cargo,  lids  bininess  must  be  ar* 
rated.  If  Great  Britain  has  the  right  to  make  thia  dii- 
crimimtloii,  she  nay  vary  and  tnwease  it  without  Unutafloh, 


until  the  ^rect  importation  in  American  vessels  is  effect- 
ually suppressed,  and  the  whole  transferred  to  Britbh 
bottoms,  by  a  drcuitous  route.  And  if  she  has  this  power 
over  the  transmission  of  our  cotton  to  EngUnd,  she  hss 
the  same  as  to  tobacco,  rice,  and  all  our  exports  to  all 
her  dominionst  the  transportation  of  which  may,  and,  if 
unresisted,  will,  be  engrossed  by  foreign  ships;  and  the 
importa  abo.  For  she  may  with  Uie  same  propriety,  by 
discrintfnatin^  export  duties,  impoae  burdens  upon  the 
^rect  tranNntsalni  to  tiie  'United  States  in  our  vessel^ 
leaving  them  fVee  to  British  bottoms  tiirough  her  cokmica. 

Here  tiie  important  question  arises,  can  this  be  rightfuHy 
done  by  Great  Britain,  oris  it  incompatible  with  the  com- 
mercial convention,  which  regulates  the  trade  between 
this  country  and  her  European  dominions?  1  confess  that 
to  me  it  appears  to  be  inconsistent  with  a  fair  and  just  ex- 
position of  that  instrument.  But  it  seems  that  she  does 
not  so  regard  it.  She  claims  the  power,  and  it  does  not 
appear  ttiat  this  administration  has  ever  demed  tiiat  die 
pOMesseait.* 

•  NoTB  BY  Mr.  Spbasvs. —Since  the  above  was  pro- 
nounced, the  Prendent  has  by  messa^  communicated  to 
the  Senate  a  letter  fVom  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Barbour, 
dated  on  the  26th  January,  1829,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  latter  had  protested  against  such  discriminations  as  in- 
compatible with  the  commerdal  convention,  but  the  for- 
mer had  invited  that  there  waa  no  such  incompatibility, 
and  that  the  Britiah  Govmiment  had  tiie  right  to  institute 
and  persevere  in  such  measures.  Aa  to  the  advantage  to 
be  gwned  by  a  British  riiip,  he  says  their  laws  did  not  then 
confer  it,  aiid  adds,  it  *'  could  not  be  effected  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  United  States.  It  rests  entirely  with 
the  United  States  to  allow  or  prohibit  tlie  carriage  of  their 
cotton  to  a  Britirii  colony  in  the  Britiah  ship,  which  in  the 
casestipposedis  toearry  it  to  England,"  and  that,  by  Mr. 
Adamrs  proclamation  of  March,  1827,  it  was  prohibited. 
All  this  must  have  been  known  to  the  American  m'lmater 
and  Secretary  of  State,  when,  by  the  arrangement  of  1830, 
the  prohibition  was  removed.  The  same  messagr:  also 
transinitted  extracts  of  two  letters  from  Hr.  McLane  to 
Mr.  Van  Butirn,  uiuler  dates  of  14th  March  and  14tb 
April,  1831;bywluch  it  appears  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  hid  expressed  an  intenticm  to  prevent  tiie  cir< 
cuitous  traramisKon,  by  requiring  a  certificate  of  origin, 
that  it  might  not  defeat  his  own  purposes  oT  revenue. 
But  DO  pronuse,  no  stipulation,  was  obtained.  On  the 
contranr,  our  li^t  under  the  convention  seems  to  be  abao« 
doned  in  the  conclusion  of  tiie  letter.  The  language  ia: 
'*  I  have  no  great  confidence  in  our  pretensions  under  the 
convention,  so  long  as  the  vessels  of  both  countries  shall 
be  placed  on  the  same  fiwting  in  the  direct  trade  with  Bri- 
tish European  ports,  and,  therefore,  I  thought  the  sureM 
means  of  attMnuigOur  abject  would  be  to  midress  myself 
immediately  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  herself.  It  m 
apparent  that  the  financial  object  of  this  Government 
would  be  eff'ectually  frustrated  by  keeping  up  Uie  discri- 
mination between  the  direct  and  imlirect  unportation, 
and  there  is  litlie  danger  that  the  English  finances  wdl  ever 
be  in  a  wtuation  to  erable  her  to  djvegard  su  important  a 
branch  of  her  revenue." 

The  power  iain  effect  conceded,  and  our  securi^  against 
its  exercise  is  merely  and  solely  Ute  interest  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. She  cannot  dispense,  it  ia  said,  with  the  revenue, 
wliicli  would  be  lost  under  tiie  low  duty  of  one-twenty- 
&tth  of  a  penny  by  way  of  the  colonies.  Whatsecuri^  is 
this?  How  easy  for  the  next  Parliament  toaddfive-eigtilba 
of  a  penny  to  both  imposts,  the  direct  and  circuitous,  pre- 
serving the  difference,  and  securing  tiie  revenue.  Najr, 
if  our  right  ia  abandoned,  slie  may  increaae  the  discrinu* 
nation]  and  when  for  revenue  she  adds  to  the  dutf  from 
the  eobmieafive-agfathsofapenny,  she  n*y  increaae  it  in 
the  (Urect  vojragc  to  ten  or  a  hunand  tUnea  that  awMBt. 
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Ur.  McLane  must  have  known  that  such  were  her  pre- 
tensions, that  she  tsserteil  the  nglit  to  make  Uieae  discri- 
m  nations:  ami  yet,  in  tliis  important  arrangement,  allow- 
ing her  VMwU  to  clear  from  the  United  States  fur  the 
Colonies,  he  provides  no  security,  enters  no  protest,  sug- 
gests tioeaveat,  againit  its  exercise;  but,  on  tlie  contrary, 
aeqtiiesceslln  a  genei-al  rcsei-vation,  by  Lord  Aberdeen, 
of  a  right  in  hia  Guvernment  iliereafter  to  change  the 
condition  of  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  (.ireaC  Britaiiii  so  as  to  render  it  less  &- 
Torable  to  ttua  country. 

This  fiart  of  the  arrangement  merits  deUberate  atten- 
tion. The  law  of  1830  peremptorily  required  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive tiut  no  agreement  respecting  the  colemea  should 
be  asMnted  to,  eicept  one  "  leaving  the  commerdal  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  witli  all  other  parts  of  the 
British  donuiuons  or  provinces  on  a  footing  not  lets  favor- 
able to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is."  Bu^  says  the 
Bngfish  mmister,  we  will  make  no  stipulation  to  con- 
tiuue  that  intercourse  as  fiivor^le  as  it  now  ts;  on  tlie 
contrary,  I  expressly  reserve  to  my  Government  the 
liberty  of  introducing  changes  at  pleasure,  however  ifn- 
propiiious  to  the  United  States.  And  to  this  Mr.  McLane 
as^nied. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  the  British  Government  have  already, 
or  shidl  hereafter  avail  tliemselves  6(  this  restriction,  an<l 
place  Uw  other  intercourse  upon  a  footing  less  favorable 
tu  the  United  States.  The  question  ariaes — intheariunge- 
ment  still  iit  force'  Does  it  continue  obligatory^  If  so, 
then  it  submits  in  vioUtinn  of  another  positive  enactment 
of  the  statute.  If  not,  if  the  exercise  of  the  light  thus 
reserved  by  Great  Britain  dissolves  the  contract,  then  this 
boasted  agreement  is  rendered  a  nullity,  by  pUcing  its  ex- 
istence at  the  mere  will  of  our  opponent. 

llic  statute  of  183U  vested  in  the  Executive  Urge  dis- 
cretionary powers,  Witii  the  design  that  they  should  be 
prudently  husbanded,  and  employed  only  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  interest  of  our  cuuntr)'.  Instead  of  which, 
lie  st-eiDS  to  have  exhausted  tlie  whole  at  once,  and,  not 
contented  w.th  that,  transcended  their  limits,  in  accord- 
ance With  the  viewd  of  our  rival.  Lord  Aberdeen  is  in- 
dulged in  all  liis  constructions,  as  he  is  pleased  to  denomi- 
nate them;  permitted  to  mould  at  pleasure,  not  only  tiie 
Eugtidi  atatute,  butoiir  own  act  of  Congress.  His  every 
requisition  n  submitted  to  without  rvserve—not  even  a 
limitauoii,  a  caution,  counter  suggestion,  of  any  sort,  ia 
interposed  in  our  behalf. 

Ttiere  IS  one  defence  set  up  by  this  administration  of 
the  terms  of  this  contract,  winch  deserves  a  passing  no- 
tice; it  ia,  that  they  are  the  same  which  Were  proposed  by 
their  immediate  predecessors.  Yes,  afVer  liavtng  loaded 
them  with  abuse,  prostrated  them  by  calumnies,  driven 
them  by  clamor  from  their  stations,  their  opimoiia  are  now 
quoted;  their  example  is  relied  upon)  refuge  and  defence 
are  now  suugiit  under  the  broad  and  ample  shield  of  tii«r 
integrity  and  abdity.  This,  then,  is  the  hif^-blown  merit 
of  this  boasted  achievement,  that  it  ia  (he  adoption  of  a 
work  prepared  by  others,  who  have  been  made  the  vic- 
tims of  political  denunciation.  But  even  this  defence  is 
without  tuundation.  It  is  trtie  that  Mr.  Mcl^ane's  original 
proportions  were  sabstantially  the  same  as  those  autho- 
rized by  Ur.  Adamsf  but  it  is  also  true  that  they  were 
never  accepted,  and  tiiatthe  final  agreement  is  essentially 
nrtant.  Tu  put  this  matter  at  rest,  I  will  point  out  in 
whut  particulars. 

Tlie  otter  of  Mr.  Adams,  renewed  by  his  successor, 
was,  tiiat  upon  Crrtain  conditions  we  should  liave  the  full 
beiielitof  tlie  act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  July,  1829, 
vlucii  estabhslieil,  among  other  things,  these  two  most 
impurtaut  po.ntB: 

1st.  A  limitation  and  speoflcatkm  of  the  duties  upon 
Mir  produce. 


voyage.  Both  of  which  essential  pmnts  are  uncondition- 
ally surrendered  in  the  final  adjustment;  Lord  Aberdeen 
having,  in  the  most  express  and  reiterated  language,  as* 
senti'd  to  by  our  mmiater,  reaerved  to  his  Government 
the  riglit  toincrease,  diminish,  alter,  and  vary,  the  schedule 
of  duties  fi&i^ufn. 

That  Mr.  McLane  understood  that  his  original  propor- 
tions would  secure  the  be  nefit  of  those  restricted  and  eqiml 
imposts,  is  certain.  In  his  letter  'of  March  16,  he  says  that 
they  embrace  **  the  scale  of  duties  prescribed  by  the  act 
of  1835."  And  in  a  subsequent  communication,  that  the 
negotiation  will  result  in  one  of  three  modes — the  two  last 
of  which  are  the  revocation  of  the  British  order,  either 
**  upon  the  terms  of  my  propoution,  or,*'  with  some  in- 
crease of  the  dudes  imposed  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
IB25,  to  favor  their  Northern  provinces."  And  the  recent 
cuTMpondence  laid  befim  the  Senate  yesterday,  contains 
plenary  and  ooneluiiTe  evidence  that  such  were  his  origi- 
nal views. 

There  is  yet  a  third  AITerence.  Mr.  Clay's  offer  em- 
braced the  benefits  of  the  acts  of  Pariiament  according 
to  his  understanding  of  its  provisions — as  communicated 
to  our  minister — wtiich  was,  that  our  v^sels  mij^t  im- 
port from  the  United  States  into  the  colonies  every  thing 
which  the  British  could;  and  if  Mr.  Gallatin  liad  assented 
to  any  compact,  it  must  have  embraced  this  construction, 
indeed,  it  was  never  suggested  during  tiie  last  administTa- 
tlon,  that  any  disparity,  in  this  re^Mct,  could  be  tolerued 
for  a  moment.  Yet,  now,  the  whole  class  of  foreign  pro- 
ductions are  free  to  British,  and  prolubitcd  to  American 
vessels. 

There  u  yet  another  distinction  worthy  of  remark.  In 
authorizing  Mr.  Gallatin  to  w'aive  the  restrictiata  to  the 
direct  trade,  Mr.  Clay  says  that  it  is  to  be  only  as  an  expe- 
riment, and  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  our  Government. 
But  M^.  McLane  made  no  nioh  resenrationi  and  if  his 
Gompaet  has  any  perraanracy  or  duration,  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  renewing  tlus  restriction  of  our  act  of  183S» 
howerer  iiy  uiious  may  be  its  oiiuiM>n< 


HOMILIATIOK. 

Having  examined  this  negotiation  with  much  attention, 
I.feel  myself  constrained,  as  an  American  citizen,  alive  to 
the  honor  of  my  country,  as  a  Senator,  bound  to  vindicate 
its  dignity  and  assert  its  equality  among  the  nations  of  the 
earih,  tu  animadvert  upon  the  tone  aiid  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  conducted. 

Anterior  to  the  year  1829,  there  has  not  been  in  our  na- 
tional history  a  more  brilliant  or  unsullied  page  than  that 
of  our  forei^i  diplomacy,  and  especially  with  England. 
In  the  presence  of  that  nation  and  its  monarch,  all  our 
former  national  representatives,  from  the  firvt  unbending 
sun  u^Hassachusetts,  to  the  last  h^-minded  Virginian, 
have  stdod  firmly  erect  in  comcimis  republican  selAre- 
spect.  They  demanded  rights,  but  nerer  solicited  favors: 
proffering  equal  friend^ips,  but  never  bending  the  knee 
as  suppliants.  They  met  not  arri^ance  by  humilityi  en- 
croachment by  Bubmisaiont  and  war  upon  our  interests  by 
solicitations  and  entreaties.  Our  fathers  grappled  with 
the  British  lion,  but  never  fawned  orcroudied  before  him. 
How  it  h.t8  been  recently,  the  negotiations  of  this  arrange- 
ment will  exhibit 

They  commenced  in  the  autumn  of 1839,  by  verbal  OMI- 
ferences,  in  which  Mr.  McLane  made  his  propontion, 
accompanied  b^'  his  solicitation  that  it  might  be  taken  into 
eai'ly  and  CMidid  consideration,  and  **expres»ng  the  anx- 
ious desire  of  the  President  of  the  United  States."  Be- 
ceiving  no  response,  he,  on  the  12th  of  December,  ad- 
dressed a  long  letter  to  the  British  minister,  recit  ng  **  the 
anXiOUS  desire  of  the  President,  repeating  the  proposi- 
tion, reiiewii^  his  sol'.citation,"  making  an  "appeal  to 
die  candor  and  liberality  of  his  Mitjesty's  Goremment." 


Sj.  AncqiudisationofthemfaittM^rectenddzaiiloiu  Oathel4tb,  Lord  Aberaeea  replie*  by  sbarren  note  of 
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a  few  lines,  saying  that  he  will  lay  the  proposition  before 
the  Kiag.  The  month  of  December  passes  by — no  an- 
•wer  »  reeeivedi  January — no  answer:  February — no 
uuwer:  March  comes,  but  no  answer  with  it|  and  in  this 
state  of  cold  and  haughty  neglect,  what  does  our  minister? 
He  writes  a  long,  supplicatory  epistle  of  nearly  twenty 
closely  printed  pages,  in  which  he  is  seen  "  praying  for 
a  decision."  "  Again  solicits — begs  to  suggest,"  recites 
his  former  offer  in  the  following  humble  tone: 

"The  proportion  which  the  undersigned  has  already 

*  bad  the  aonor  to  submit,  namely,  tluit  the  United  States 

*  ihouU  do  now  that  which  they  mi^t  bare  done  in  X835 

*  -—rescind  the  meaiures  which  may  be  alleged  to  have 

*  contributed  to  the  preient  evil,  and  repeal  the  hiwa 

*  which  have  been  nutter  of  compluntt  ana  that  England 

*  should  assent  now  to  a  measure  which,  but  a  few  years 

*  since,  she  herself  proposed." 
Not  content  with  ibis,  he  introduces  to  the  English  Go- 
vernment the  distinction  of  parties  in  this  country,  Hdmits 
"tlie  failure  of  the  past  administration  to  comply"  with 
the  act  of  1835,  and  that,  *•  wlietiier  it  be  a  subject  more 
of  regret  or  censui-e,  it  ought  to  be  enough  that  the 
claims,  advanced  in  justi6cation  of  it,  have  since  been 
abandoned  by  those  who  made  them." — ^Regret  or  cen- 
sure" from  whom— the  Britisli? — Enough,  for  what? — 
atonement  to  Gi-eat  Britain?  He  asks  to  be  "excused" 
"  in  making  this  his  last  application  for  an  early  deci- 
sion." He  admits  "  the  injurious  effects  of  the  existing 
regulations  upon  the  commercial  and  navigating  enter- 
prise of  the  people  of  the  United  Statea"— that  his  hopes 
rest,  **notao  much  upon  the  expectation  of  |)ecultar  fa* 


compli: 

merce  and  navigation,  in  which  her  statesmen  proclaim 
us  their  "most  tormidablerival."  He  "  begs  to  observe," 
and  "begs leave  further  to  observe,"  and,  in  conclusion, 
exhibits  himself  in  the  attitiule  of  "  repeating  for  the  last 
time" — (again!) — "his  deep  aolidtude  for  the  result)"  and 
'*moit  earnestly  recalling  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers."  That  "should  this  point  be  unfavorably  decid- 
ed, the  United  States,  wtule  disappointed  in  its  cherished 
hopes,  would  find  nothing  conciliaUng  in  Uie  retrospect 
of  a  long  course  of  fruitless  negotiation,  and  nothing 
cheering  in  the  future  prospect,  darkened,  as  it  would  be, 
by  a  possibility  of  a  recurrence  by  the  two  nations  to  that 
system  of  countemuUng  measures  which  has  already 
proved  so  detrimental  to  their  harmony  and  welfare!" 
Had  England's  monarch  his  foot  upon  our  neck?  Were 
we  begifing  for  life  ?  At  the  darkest  periods  of  our  revo- 
lutionary contest, — in  the  gloomiest  moments  of  the  last 
war-i-was  there  ever  such  supplications  for  reUef — such 
sombre  pictures" of  the  future?  No.  If  there  had  been, 
we  should  not  speedily  have  been  cheered  by  the  beams 
of  glory  and  of  peace. 

And  wliat  was  the  response  to  all  this  "deep  solicitude," 
this  prostration,  thit  "renewed  soUciUtien,"  begging,  and 
entreating  of  hia  Britannic  Uajes^'?  Not  one  word! 
Utter  silence,  supercilious  coldness,  and  haughty  neg. 
lect.  How  does  our  minister  meet  such  contumelious 
treatment  of  this  his  last  earnest  and  pathetic  appeal?  He 
goes  to  the  •*  Foreign  Office,"  to  renew  again  his  soUcita- 
tions.  On  the  6th  of  April  foUowihg,  he  says,  '*  1  have 
had  a  conference  with  Lord  Aberdeen  to-day,  which  I 
sought  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the  definitive  answer 
to  my  proposition.'^  He  then  speaks  of  "previous  con- 
ferences,'' and  expectations;  and  adds— 

**1  have  not  failed  to  represent  to  him  the  very  serious 
injury  and  embarrassment  which  must  result  from  delay- 
ing the  answer  until  the  Conerew  shall  rise,  and  of  what  1 
fear  mapr  be  the  Insuperable  difficulties  of  any  prospective 
le^slation  with  a  view  to  a  future  arrangement.  None  of 
theae  eSivts  have  yet  proredaufflcient  to  bring  the  anawer.' 


The  residue  of  April  passes  by — no  answer:  May — no 
answer:  June — no  answers  July  comes,  but  with  it  no  re- 
ply. And  then  Mr.  Mcl^ane,  havinar  rec^ved  the  act  of 
May  preceding,  seeks  a  verbal  conference,  in  which  its 
provisions  are  discussed,  and  Lord  Aberdeen's  objectioni 
obviated  by  explanations  and  construction.  He  require^ 
however,  a  communication  in  writing,  and  our  minister 
makes  it  under  date  of  the  12th  of  July;  in  which  he  cha- 
racterizes the  act  aa  conceding  all  the  power,  &c.,  as  be- 
fore stated,  and  says  that  it  has  been  framed  without  any 
pledge,  prospective  or  otherwise,  from  Great  firitam. 
Thus  confessing  that  he  had  ubtuned  not  one  word  of 
promise  by  all  his  solicitatioits.  He  **  repeats  his  deep 
terest,"  and  "  renewed  hope;"  speaks  of  the  "  grace*' of 
a  prompt  and  frank  reply,  and  of  "  the  duly  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  quiet  the  public  expectations,  and 
to  mitigate,  as  far  as  may  be  in  its  power,  the  injurious 
effects  upon  the  United  States,  of  an  unfavorable  reply." 

On  the  17th  of  August,  L-opd  Aberdeen  designs  to  re- 
spond. Passing  over  the  previous  communications  of 
Atr.  McLane,  he  comes  to  that  of  July,  as  containing 
more  satisfactory  propositionsf  and  moat  provokingly  re> 
peats  certain  parts  of  the  language  of  our  minister,  thus — 
"  Of  the  character  and  eflect  of  the  recent  measure  of 
'  the  American  Congress,  Mr.  Mcl*ne  observes,  lliat  'it 
'  concedes  in  its  terms  all  tlie  power  in  the  regulation  of 
'  the  colonial  trade,  and  authorizes  the  President  to  con- 

*  fer  on  British  subjects  all  those  privileges,  as  well  in  the 
'  circuitous  aa  the  direct  voyage,  which  Great  Britain  has 
'  at  any  time  demanded  or  desired.' 

"  In  this  declaration  the  undersigned  is  happy  to  ob- 
'  serve  the  some  spirit  and  disposition  which  dictated 
'  Mr.  McLane's  former  commuiiicationi^  wherein  he  an- 

*  nounced  the  readiness  and  desire  of  the  American  Go- 
'  vernment  'to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  act  of 

*  Parliament  of  1826}'  and,  abo,  that  the  claims  advanced 
'  in  justification  of  tlie  omission  of  the  United  Statea  to 

*  embrace  the  offers  of  this  country  have  been  abandon- 

*  ed  by  tliose  who  urged  them,  and  have  received  no  sane- 

*  tion  from  the  people  of  the  United  States." 

Can  any  American  read  such  language  from  mfereijna', 
but  with  uidignant  feelings?  Would  it  be  tolerated  were 
it  not  the  mere  eclio  oi  the  words  of  our  own  agent? 
Was  the  language  of  that  British  envoy,  Copenhagen^Jack- 
»on,  for  which  our  Government  repelled  all  fiirttier  inter- 
course with  him,  so  insulting  as  thia? 

Lord  Aberdeen  proceeds,  there  ire  passages  in  the  bill 
"  in  which  it  seems  at  least  doubtful  whetlier  the  pncti- 
cal  construction"  would  be  such  as  Mr.  UcLane  is  ready 
to  affix.  He  tlien  distinctly  recapItuUtes  alt  the  czplai- 
nations,  or,  as  I  deem  some  of  them,  modification^  oft^ 
act,  which  had  been  previously  agreed  upon,  and  in  con- 
clusion declares — wliat?  That  the  ports  are  open,  the 
order  in  council  rescinded,  or  that  it  will  be  done  forth- 
with? Oh  no.  We  must  open  our  poru  first.  We  will 
not  trust  our  envoy— the  President  must  give  a  previous 
practical  construction,  by  issuing  his  proclamation.  And 
He  did  so.  Ijjrd  Aberdeen  seems  to  have  practised  the 
jealousy  and  cauUon  of  the  Yorkshire  servant,  in  the 
farce,  who,  being  Battered,  solicited,  and  urged,  by  a 
hungry  man,  for  a  meal,  replies,  "  Either  I  mun  trust yoo 
for  t'  money,  op  you  mun  trust  me  for  t'  breakfast.  Now, 
us  you  seem  to  be  vastly  taken  wi*  me,  an'  1  a'nt  at  all 
taken  wi'  you,  you'd  better  gi'  me  t*  money,  you  see.  an* 
trust  me  for  ebreakftst." 

The  concluding  congratulatory  qriitle  of  Mr.  Tan  Bu* 
ren  to  Mr.  McLane,  conununicating  the  FKudeot's  pro* 
clamation,  closes  the  scene  as  an  appropriate  eDlloruc  a 
suitable  finale. 

After  all  this  neglect,  hauteur,  superciliousncM,  and 
grasping,  overreaching  selfishness  on  their  part,  in  re- 
turn for  solicitation,  humiliation,  and  prodigal  cooceasion 
on  ourB;  after  placing  an  act  of  tbc  Americna  CoiqireM 
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ftt  the  foot  or  R  BritUh  tniiustef,  to  be  tnunpled  upon 
and  violated,  our  own  envoy  ia  instructed  to  ezprens  to 
that  Government  the  **  great  satisfaction"  the  "  President 

*  has  derived  from  the  candor  and  liberality  which  have 

*  characterized  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 

*  throughout  the  negotiation,  and  particularly  in  not  suf- 

*  fering  the  inadTertenciea  of  our  legislation,  attributable 
'  to  the  baste  and  confusion  of  the  closing  scenes  the 
'  session,  to  defeat  and  delay  the  adjustment,"  &c.  Etc. 

And  subsequently,  afler  the  "  pleasing  duty"  of  com- 
municating to  Mr.  McLane  the  President's  "entire  satis- 
fection,"  Mr.  Van  Buren  concludes  by  saying,  "I  beg 
leave  to  add  the  exprcsuon  of  my  own  unqualified  ap- 
probation of  all  your  wti  since  the  cominencement  of 
your  mis»on." 

Mr.  prerident,  to  what  primary  cause  can  be  ascribed 
these  disastrous  results.'  To  what  fountains  shall  we 
trace  these  waters  of  bitterness?  Whence  this  infatuation, 
this  suicidal  deluuon,  which  seems  to  have  controlled  the 
councils  of  the  nation?  -Itistlie  demon  of  party,  which 
now  for  the  first  time  has  crossed  the  Atlantic,  to  present 
our  domestic  divisions  to  a  foreign  court. 

A  clamor  in  relation  to  the  colonial  trade  had  been 
raised  against  the  late  administration  as  one  of  the  means 
of  driving  them  from  powerj  and  their  successors,  to  give 
Aomc  color  of  a  redemption  of  previous  promises  for  poli- 
tical ends,  deemed  it  necessary  that  at  any  rate  some- 
thing should  be  done,  to  be  trumpeted  by  partisans. 
Even  the  President  has  said  that  one  of  tlie  reasons 
which  stimulated  his  negotiation,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
which  1  had  some  time  since  the  honor  to  introduce  upon 
dkis  subject,  was  the  "influence  it  was  believed  to  have 
had  in  the  elections  which  terminated  in  the  change  of 
administration." 

It  is  fabled  that  the  wild  horse  in  his  native  freedom 
sought  the  aid  of  rfaa  against  his  opponent,  the  stag:  he 
submitted  to  the  bit  and  tlie  saddle,  the  slug  was  hunted 
down,  but  the  man  was  forever  seated  upon  his  back. 

This  administration  has  already  felt  the  spur  and  the 
reins  of  the  nder,  and  endeavored,  but  in  vain,  to  dis- 
mount him.  This  their  condition  is  fully  exhibited  in 
Uteir  correspondence,  just  now  received,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate.  It  has  seen  the  Ught  for  the 
first  time,  nnce  1  began  to  address  you.  We  there  learn, 
that  when  the  grateful  and  congratulatory  epistle  of  our 
Secretary  of  State  had  but  just  reached  the  British  shores, 
while  yet  the  trumpet  of  triumph  and  the  pzans  of  pmse 
were  resounding  through  the  land,  our  envoy  was  raising 
his  voice  in  alarm  and  protestation  against  the  injurious 
exercise  of  the  very  power  which  he  had  just  conceded. 

The  British  order  in  coundl  was  issued  on  the  6th  of 
Kovember,  1830(  and  before  tfie  expiration  of  the  same 
month,  our  minister  is  seen  endeavoring,  by  a  long  and 
elaborate  communication,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  a  bill 
in  Parliament  for  regukting  colonial  duties.  He  espe- 
cially and  earnestly  protested  against  that  principle  of 
the  bill  which  discrinuiiated  between  imposts  in  the  di- 
rect and  circuitous  routes  in  order  to  favor  British  navi- 
gation. His  complaints  were  unheeded.  The  measure 
was  not  then  consummated,  by  reason  of  a  change  of  mi- 
nistiT;  but  he  was  informed  uut  one  of  similar  character 
would  be  perfected  at  the  next  Parliament.  It  was  so. 
It  passed  on  die  22d  of  April,  1831.  It  involves  the  same 
objectionable  principle,  against  which  our  negotiator  pro- 
tested in  the  November  preceding,  and  in  which  he  was 
subsequently  instructed  to  persevere,  by  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Indeed,  it  carried  that  principle  still  further  in 
practical  extent,  by  making  the  ^scriminations  in  fiivor 
of  the  indirect  voyage  greater  than  tiie  former  bill. 
Against  this,  too,  Itr.  HcLane  jirotested  in  run,  as  con- 
tnuy  to  his  expectation  under  the  arrangement.  He  de> 
chied  that  *■  no  equahty  in  any  part  of  the  trade  could 
be  pre<£ciited  of  its  proviuona."  He  even  began  at  Iwtt 
Vol.  VIU.— 45 


to  use  the  language  of  demand — he  says:  "I  distinctly 
required  that  the  bill  should  be  conformed  to  the  terms 
and  spirit  of  the  a^eement  concluded  with  Lord  Aber- 
deen. But  the  British  answered,  "  that  there  was  a  re- 
servation in  respect  to  the  schedule  of  duties  annexed  to 
the  act  of  1825."  This  was  conclusive.  It  admitted  ^ 
no  replicatlun.  The  bill  was  not  changed.  It  became  a 
law.  It  has  been  submitted  to  in  rilence  by  our  Executive, 
and  the  trade  is  now  subjected  to  all  its  injurious  enact- 
ments. Not  only  submitted  to{  but  in  December  last,  upon 
the  assembling  of  this  Congress,  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States  transmitted  his  annual  message,  purporting 
to  give  information  of  the  condition  of  our  country  and  its 
important  interests.  He  had  then  before  him  in  these 
communications  of  his  favorite  Secretary,  and  approved 
negutiator— the  protestation  agi^nst  this  objectionu  prin- 
ciple—the distinct  requirition  of  a  mo^cation  of  the 
bill — the  unequivocal  confession  that  it  was  destructive  of 
all  equjility  in  trade,  and  the  obnoxious  and  denounced 
bill  itself.  Did  he  send  them  to  us?  Did  be  let  us  know 
of  their  existence?  No,  sirj  but,  on  the  contrary,  refer- 
ring to  "arrangements  with  Great  Britain,  which  had 
been  productive  of  mutual  good  feeling  and  amicable  re- 
lations between  tiie  two  countries,"  he  told  us,  "one  of 
these  arrmngements  is  tiiat  relating  to  the  colonial  trade, 
which  was  communicated  to  Con^is  at  the  last  sessioni 
and  ahhou^  the  short  period  during  which  it  has  been  in 
force  will  not  enable  me  to  form  an  accurate  judgment 
of  its  operation,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
it  will  prove  highly  beneficial." 

I  make  no  commentary  upon  the  attitude  in  which  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  republican  country  has  Aus  been 
placed  by  those  who  influence  his  counsels.  I  leave  it, 
as  I  do  the  whole  subject,  to  the  cahn  connderation  and 
deliberate  judgment  of  ttie  Senate.  I  have  discharged 
my  duty  to  my  constituents  and  the  country.  I  have  dune 
no  more — meant  to  do  no  less,  t  have  studiously  en- 
deavored to  be  correct.  1^  in  any  respect,  I  have  fallen 
into  error,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  means 
of  correction  are  accesribletoevery  member,  and  that  they 
will  be  zealously  and  ably  improved. 

WxDHxsDAT,  AraiL  4. 

The  Senate  intent  this  day's  siting  priocipslfy  in  tbe 
conuderation  of  aeeutive  burinesi. 

THCBSSi.x,  AraiL  5. 
REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Vr.  FOOT  rose,  and  suggested  to  the  Senate  that  there 
was  a  bill  which  had  been  lying  on  the  table  of  the  Se- 
nate for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  to  which  he  had  made 
repeated  einorts  to  draw  the  attention  of  that  body.  It 
is  a  bill  which  stands  No.  1  on  the  docket  of  the  Senate, 
but  which  he  had  hitherto  &iled  in  all  his  efforts  to  bring- 
under  consideration.  There  are  maov  citizens  who  feel 
a  greater  interest  in  tbe  £ae  of  this  bill,  than  in  that  of 
many  of  the  public  questions  which  are  now  before  the 
Senate.  The  bill  to  wluch  he  referred,  was  tbe  bin  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  HATNE  expressed  a  hope  that  the  biU  would  not 
be  taken  up  at  this  late  pftrind  of  the  session,  and  when 
so  many  other  important  subjects  are  inviting  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate.  Among  the  reasons  which  should 
weigh  with  gentlemen  to  refuse  this  motion,  he  stated 
tha^  asabillontluaBubieetisnowbefiH«theotiierHouseh 
the  discussion  of  the  bill  now  referred  to  would  be  a  mere 
waste  of  the  time  of  the  Senate.  Anodier  reason  wa% 
that  a  gentleman  from  Vir^nia,  not  now  in  Us  seat,  but 
unanHoably  called  home  for  a  few  day^  wa«  renr  derir* 
ouB  to  be  heard  iriKnercr  lUs  biH  diould  be  caUed 
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and  had  nquested  him  to  procure  a  poatponement  of  the 
diacumon  until  his  return. 

Mr.  FOOT  uid  that  if  he  could  extend  courtesy,  on 
any  subject,  to  any  member  of  the  Senate,  he  would  be 
dispoaed  to  doit  in  this  easct  but  he  felt  that  he  was  now 
called  on  by  an  imperative  sense  of  du^  to  call  up  this 
btlU  and  he  couH  onl^  refer  to  tUs  as  his  apology^  for  re- 
fiisin;  courtesy  in  thia  instance.  Tbe  pressure  on  him 
from  this  class  of  persona^  whose  claims  ought  to  be  taken 
up,  was  exceecUngl^  p«at.  This  bill  hi^  been  already 
postponed  several  times,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  Senators,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  any  further  post- 
ponement. As  (o  the  object  of  bis  motion,  he  felt  assured 
that  the  ^ntlenuui  from  South  Carolina  would,  himself, 
on  reflection,  come  to  the  deciwon  that  it  would  be  better 
to  act  on  the  bill  at  once,  than  ftirtber  to  put  it  off.  The 
bill  in  the  other  Uotise,  if  it  should  pass,  would  place  the 
Senate  in  an  awkK~ard  situation,  as  it  provides  for  a  very 
large  appropriation  of  money.  He  doubted  not  that  tlie 
minds  of  Senators  are  made  up,  and  that  there  is  no  pro- 
bability of  any  protracted  discusuon.  He  would  pledge 
himself  to  make  no  observations,  unleas  he  should  be  com* 
pelted  to  do  in  reply  to  others)  and  if  the  bill  should 
not  be  disposed  of  before  the  expiration  of  the  hour  ap- 
propriated to  morning  buwness,  be  would  agree  to  its 
postponement  until  to-morrow.  It  was  with  a  view  to 
take  up  thia  bill,  and  some  otiier  subjects  in  which  some 
interest  was  felt  throughout  the  country,  that  he  had  at- 
tempted to  induce  tbe  Senate  to  meet  at  eleven  o'clock 
He  regretted  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia;  but 
that  gentleman  would  have  an  opp<Htunity  to  be  heard, 
and  he  believed  that  the  gentleman  had  delivered  his 
sentiments  already  on  a  ^nu£kr  meaiure.  Aa  lie  was  ex- 
tremely desrons  to  teat  the  aeosa  of  the  Senate  on  this 
queatimi,  be  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  hts 
motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  SMITH  saicl  it  was  time  that  the  appropriation  bill 
should  pass;  and  he  expressed  a  hope  tnat  the  Senate 
wouUi  take  it  up  in  preference  to  any  other  object.  The 
members  of  Congress  had  secured  their  own  pay,  but  the 
eler^  who  can  only  draw  their  pay  under  the  provinons 
gf  the  general  appropriation  bill,  can  receive  nothing  to 
support  their  funihes.  He  hoped,  therefive,  that  the  ^ 
propriation  biH  would  now  be  taken  up. 

l*he  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Foot,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  CUy.  Clayton,  Uallas,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  KnMi^  Mupy,  Robbing  Seymour,  Silabee, 
Sprague,  Wtoo,  Tomlinson.  Webster,  Wilkina.— 21. 

NAYS.— Meaara.  Brown,  ElUsb  Foraylh,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Ebme,  Kiob  MUler,  Kc^inso^  Smith,  Troup, 
White.~13.  t 

APPOBTIONUENT  BILL. 
lb.  WEBSTER  made  *a  report  from  the  aelect  com- 
ndttee^on  the  apportionment  bill,  accompanied  by  a  bill; 
which  was  orduvd  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  ^e  Senate. 
[For  the  report,  see  Appendix.] 

PENSIONS. 

The  Senate,  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  revolutionary  pension  bill. 

An  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  FOOT,  to  include  the 
ofHcers  of  the  navy  and  marines  .within  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  was  agreed  to,  without  a  diviuon,  after  a  few 
words  from  Hr.  FOOT. 

Mr.  WIUUNS  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "  and"  where  it  occurs  before'  *'  sol- 
diera,"  and  inserting  aAer  "  soldiers"  the  words  '*  and 
Indian  spies." 

Mr.  FOOT  expressed  the  acqukacence  of  the  commit- 
tee in  thia  amendment.   It  had  been  intended  to  embrace 


all  classes  who  had  been  subjected  to  risk,  whether  they 
were  desi|^nated  as  State  troops,  regular  troops,  volun- 
teers, mihtia,  or  any  others  who  had  been  draugtited,  mi 
had  served  for  nine  months  during  the  war.  The  same 
subject  had  been  discussed  in  committee,  and  it  wu  in. 
tended  to  embrace  the  class  of  men  designated  by 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WILKiNS  rejiiined.  that  if  such  was  the  intention 
of  the  committee,  there  could  be  no  objectioa  in  making 
the  intention  more  definite. 

Mr.  MARCY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  in. 
serting  between  the  word  "soldiera"  and  the  wordsofthe 
amendment,  ■*  express  riders,  boatmen,  wagoners." 

Hr.  S  HITH  said  he  should  object  to  incliuAng  penooi 
who,  if  they  did  any  service,  ran  no  risk  in  ite  perTOrinance. 
He  was  of  opinion  tliat  the  cUsses  mentioned  by  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  should  not  be  put  on  the  uune 
footing  with  Indian  Epies.  Wagonera  and  boatmen,  vho 
were  ..hired  out  by  their  emplqyera  or  masters,  ran  do 
risk.    Tliis  v  as  too  bad. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  thought  differently  from  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland.  If  volunteers  were  entitled  to  the 
provinons  of  tlie  bill,  he  saw  no  reaaoo  why  wagonei* 
and  boatmen  should  be  excluded.  He  nfouU  carry  tbe 
principle  out  still  further,  and  include  farmers.  The  flt^ 
mers  who  funiiahed  the  means  of  subnstence,  had  as  good 
a  claim  as  the  wagoners  who  traiisportcd  it.  Nuy,  he 
liopcd  the  Senate  would  go  through  with  it,  and  pension 
the  people — give  a  pension  to  all  who  lived  intbetimr  of 
the  revolution.  The  evident  object  of  the  bill  is  to  take 
money  out  of  the  public  treasury.  This  he  could  prove 
to  be  the  object  Ay,  he  could  prove  it.  We  are  about 
to  pension  every  man  who,  in  a  war  of  seven  years,  served 
for  a  period  of  fourteen  months.  Is  there  a  roan  who  llred 
in  those  times,  who  did  not,  at  some  period  or  otlier, 
serve  six  months?  Even  after  the  war  of  the  revolullMi 
had  terminated,  and  the  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been 
signed,  and  Cornwallis  hwl  surrendered,  tliere  were  lung- 
era  on  in  the  camp,  who  served,  and  were  entitled.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  not  only  wagonera  and  boatmen, 
but  farmers,  ti-ader^  drovers,  all  would  be  included.  He 
would  embrace  all  who  Bved  before  the  signing  of  the 
treaty.  If  all  wlio  ran  risks,  rich  and  poor,  were  to  be 
placed  on  an  equal  fooling,  he  would  include  all- 
Mr.  FOOT  congratulated  the  Senate  on  this  develop- 
ment of  the  viewB  of  the  Senator  from  Soutli  Carolin*,  »it 
illustrated  tbe  ground  in  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  be 
opposed.  He  referred  to  tlie  support  which  the  Sens- 
tor  had  given  to  the  bill  in  1818,  to  which  this  was  a  sup- 
plement 

Hr.  SMITH  stated  that  he  had  been  applied  to  by  s 

constituent,  who  bad  been  a  sailmaker  during  the  revolo- 
tion,  and  who  thought  it  hard  tliat  he  was  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  the  pension  law.  Mr-  S.  saidhea»k- 
ed  him,  "  Have  you  served  in  the  militia?  Did  you  crti 
march?"    "  No;  but  I  made  sails  for  a  privateer." 

Mr.  MARCY  made  some  observations  in  support  of  Iw 
motion.  When  tbe  war  was  carried  un  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  wi^ner^  ezpren  riders,  and  boatmen  weie 
essential  agent^  and  encountered  great  risk  in  the  per 
formance  of  the  services  which  were  committed  totheiiL 
They  carried  provisions  and  munitions  of  war,  not  oaXj 
along  the  seaboard,  but  along  the  line  of  inland  lakes.  A 
large  portion  of  the  citizena  were  wagODera,  and  niffered 
as  much  as  soldiers. 

The  question  wajt  then  put,  and  tlie  amendment  to  tbe 
amendment  was  negatived. 

The  qiurstion  recurring  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  WiKKiiTs, 

Mr.  GRUNDY  stated,  that  whatever  might  be  hi*  Anu 
vote  on  thia  bill,  he  would  never  vote  to  include  any  vho 
have  not  meritorious  claims.  He  liad  underatood  that  it^ 
bill' would  not  be  pressed  after  the  ezpirationof  tbehour* 
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He  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvan'm, 
that  he  had  an  amendment  which  he  desired  to  oner,  but 
which  he  would  not  be  able  to  offer  until  tomorrow. 
The  amendment,  as  it  now  atands,  includes  only  those 
who  served  during  the  period  oFthe  revolutionary  war.  In 
the  Western  States  there  were  Indian  w^rs  which  continued 
aAer  the  revolutionary  contest  was  determined ;  and  he  was 
not  willing  to  overlook  those  who  had  been  engaged  in 
servicea  equally  hazardous,  and  growing  out  of  tlie  war  of 
the  revolution,  because  they  were  not  rendered  until  after 
the  close  of  the  main  struggle.  With  a  view  to  allow  time 
to  prepare  his  amcndmea^  he  moved  to  lay  the  biU  on 
the  table,  and  proceed  to  the  orden  of  the  day. 

These  motions  being  decided  in  the  afBnnative,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL— COLONIAL  TRADE. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  conuderation  of  the  ge< 
neral  approptiation  bill— the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment to  allow  4,500  dollars  for  tiie  return  of  the  miiusters 
from  France  and  England. 

Hr.  SPRAGUE  concluded  the  speech  which  be  com- 
menced on  Tuesday,  (the  whole  of  which  is  (pvenabove.) 
After  Hr.  S.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  the  printing  of  the  British  act 
of  Parliament  of  the  22d  April,  1 83 1(  and  also  of  a  portion 
of  a  document  which  accompanied  the  Prendent'a  mes- 
nge,  ban;  a  tabular  rtatement  of  the  duties  as  they  existed 
betim  the  present  arrangement  was  carried  uito  effect. 

Mr.  FORSTTH  inquired  the  reason  for  this  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  stated  that  the  object  of  his  motion 
vas  to  enable  the  Senate  the  better  to  understand  the  mo- 
dification which  had  been  made  in  her  tariff"  laws  by  Great 
Britain.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  had  read  a  part  of 
the  correspondence  of  the  American  minister,  complaining 
of  the  destruction  of  the  equally  in  the  trade  by  the  act 
to  which  he  had  referred.  At  an  early  stage  of  the  sea- 
son, there  were  gentlemen  of  the  Senate  who  were  Unin- 
formed as  to  the  existence  of  this  law. 

Mr.  FORSTTH  objected  to  the  motion  to  print  a  docu- 
ment which  could  only  be  useful  to  illustrate  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
Every  one,  he  said,  knew  that  there  had  been  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Britirii  law  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  that  every  body,  then,  had  got 
this  knowledge  very  recently.  Six  weeks  ago  the  chur- 
man  xiS  the  Finance  Comnuttee  did  not  know  it.  He 
then  briefly  referred  to  the  course  pursued  br  the  British 
Government  when  the  tones  brought  a  bill  before  the 
British  Parbament  at  the  close  of  tlie  Wellington  adminia- 
tration.  Whether,  nnce  this  arrangement  has  been  made. 
Great  Britwn  haa  found  it  convenient,  under  tiie  reserva- 
tion in  Lord  Aberdeen's  letter,  to  change  her  whole  sys- 
tem of  tariff"  duties,  as  far  as  regarda  the  West  India 
island^  we  are  now  inquiring,  as  a  question  of  great  mo- 
ment. If  the  gentleman  fmn  GeorgK  meant  to  say  that 
the  question  was  not  relevant  to  the  bill,  as  one  making 
appropriation  for  the  services  of  the  year,  be  it  so.  But 
its  general  bearing  on  the  question  immediately  under 
discusnon  could  not  be  doubted.  It  was  a  subject  which 
ought  to  be,  and  which  Mr.  W.  presumed  would  be,  fully 
dtseuned  here. 

Hr.  SMITH  rose  to  state  that  he  did  not  know  of  the 
existence  of  the  law  of  the  British  ParUament 

Mr.  HOLMES  reminded  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
that  be  had  expressed  a  doubt  of  its  ezistencei  and  when 
be  [Mr.  H  ]  told  him  where  it  waa  to  be  fimnd,  tiie  Sena- : 
tor  from  Maryland  said  it  was  not  there. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  repeated  that  the  evident  object  of  the 
notion  waa  to  illustrate  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  and  sunested  that  the  important  &cts 
were  nil  to  be  found  in  the  eorre^Kindence  already  laid 
befne  the  Senate. 


The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  to  print  was  in> 
formal,  and  could  not  be  received. 

Mr.  SPBAGUE  refeired  to  tiie  act  of  Parliament,  and 
stated  his  intention  U>  print  it  in  Ae  report  ofhis  ^eech. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  the  act  had  not  passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  stated  that  it  had  passed,  and  had  been 
communicated  to  the  Senate,  aitd  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  law  passed  on  the  33d  of  April,  1831.  The  Senator 
from  Mainland  says  the  act  has  not  passed.  Mr.  Livii^- 
ston  says  it  has  passed. 

Hr.  SMITH  interrupted.  "Iknovthatpcrfectlvwell." 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  The  Senator  from  Itaiyhnd  knows 
that  perfectly  well;  yet,  two  minutes  ago,  he  said  ttie  law 
had  not  passed.  Now  he  knows  this  perfectly  well,  and 
yet,  in  the  presence  of  all  these  gentlemen,  he  had  but  just 
declared  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  law  bad  passed.  Mr. 
S.  then  read  one  or  two  passans  from  the  law,  and  asked 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  if  he  did  not  also  know  that 
perfectly  well. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FmiBAT,  Anux  6. 

Hr.  SMITH  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Baoioedy  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  transadtted  to  die  Senate  Laid 
Aberdeen's  letter  in  answer  to  Mr.  BatbouHs  of  the  STth 
of  November.  1S38|  and,  also,  so  much  <tf  a  letter  of  the 
S3d  April,  1831,  from  Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  Van  Bwen,  as 
relates  to  the  proposed  duty  on  cotton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  (he  resolution.  He  stated  that  a  por- 
tion of  Lord  Aberdeen's  letter  related  to  the  ■object  of 
cottoni  and  it  waa  important  that  the  infinrnatitm  iluMild 
be  before  the  Senate.  He  mid  that  he  found  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Barbour  to  Lord  Aberdeen  mi  tiiis  voy  subject  but 
could  find  no  answer. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY  offered  the  following  resolution^  which  was 
agreed  tot 

Rem^otit  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  Senate  such  additional  correspondent 
which  may  have  taken  piKe  between  the  Treasury  De- 
partment and  the  colleetorsof  the  rerenoe,  orupraiaet^ 
showing  the  construction  at  the  trcasiiry  of  the  laws  Unj- 
ing  duties  on  foreign  impoitik  as  is  not  wmhtsned  in  the 
report  made  in  compUsnoe  wtth  the  ttadM&xm  of  the  33d 
of  January  last. 

APPROPRIATION  BIL]>-C0L0N1AL  TRADE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  mak' 
ing  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Goverament  during 
the  year  1833. 

Mr.  SMITH  made  some  explanations  in  reply  to  what 
fell  yesterday  from  the  Senators  from  Maine  nid  Ms— 
chusetts,  which,  be  said,  he  was  too  much  fh^picd  at  the 
time  to  notice.  The  act  introduced  into  the  British  Par- 
liament by  Mr.  Herriea,  imposed  a  duty  of  nx  duUings  a 
barrel  on  wheat  flour,  and  increased  the  duties  on  other 
bread  stuffs,  imported  directly  from  the  United  States 
into  die  British  colonies.  Mr.  McLane  remonstrated  to 
Lord  Grev  against  the  bill,  and  those  duties  were  not  in 
the  bill  which  passed.  The  bill  which  did  pass,  <Ud  not 
affect  any  of  the  material  articlesj  and  diia  ww  the  stat^ 
ment  which  he  made  when  the  diseusiioa  ef  the  wilti^eiA 
took  place  some  weeks  ago. 

Mr.  WEBSTEBoaid  that  when  this  subject,  rix  weeks 
a([0,  was  before  the  Senate,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  known, 
with  any  certainty,  if  any  act  had  passed.  The  Senator 
from  Miuyland  did  not  then  inform  the  Senate  of  tbe  fiuA. 
He  [Mr.  W.]  could  not  find  tbe  act;  and  be  had  aecmd- 
ingly  written  to  a  friend  in  New  York,  who  fivwarded  to 
him  a  e(^  of  it   That  wsif  he  had  riwwn  to  a  friend. 
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and  bjr  thii  friend  it  was  communicated  to  the  Senator 
firom  Maiyhmd. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  know  that:  you  all  heard  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  resumed.  The  Senator  Trom  Mary- 
land aaid  that  the  Herrles  bill  had  failed  when  the  Wel- 
linrton  administration  went  out  of  powert  and  had  further 
■aid  that  no  law  had  passed.  Now  be  tells  ua  that  he 
knew  alt  about  it.  He  [Mr.  W-]  thought  he  had  reason 
(rreatly  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  Senator's  recollec- 
tioni  and  he  thought  it  would  be  a  becomin|^  act,  if  tliat 
Seoator  could  hinuelf  be  Iffought  to  queation  H.  The 
gentleman  now  taya  that  he  well  knew  that  Lord  Grey's 
administration  imposed  new  duties,  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
he  tells  us  that  he  knows  of  notliing  done  by  that  admin- 
istration unftvorable  to  American  interests.  If  the  Sena- 
tor knew  all  this  before,  why  had  he  not  communicated 
his  knowledge  to  the  Senate  ?  The  Senator  was  not  given 
to  be  ao  little  communicative  of  what  he  knows.  But 
the  iact  is,  that  the  recollection  of  the  gentleman  is  so 
much  fmrlMded,  that  it  cannot  bear  every  thing  which 
ii  impoaed  on  it  The  gentleman  had  evidently  ccmfound- 
ed  the  laws  with  each  other.  Had  he  informed  the 
Senate  of  the  existence  of  the  act,  he  [Mr.  W.]  would 
not  have  taken  the  trouble  to  write  i^l  over  the  country  to 
obtain  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  had  seen  it  in  the  Albion. 

Mr.  HOLMES  referred  the  Senator  from  Maryland  to 
the  printed  reports  of  their  several  speeches,  to  show  how 
the  case  stood.  He  [Mr.  H-l  had  stated  that  the  duties 
intfosed  by  the  bill  M  Mr.  Heniea  were  uiAvonble  to 
the  United  States,  but  that  this  act  did  not  pass.  Mr. 
H.  had  said  that  this  act  did  not  pass,  but  that  a  more 
obnoxioas  one  bad  passed.  The  Senator  fmm  Maryland 
denied  that  this  was  the  fact.  Mr.  H.  had  also  stated  that 
the  trade  was  open  to  the  BriUsh  two  months  earlier  than 
it  was  to  American  vessels.  This  also  was  contradicted 
by  the  Senator  from  Maryland.  Ongtnng  home,  and  ez- 
•mning  hia  boob^  be  [Mr.  H.]  had  found  that  he  was 
accurate  in  both  his  statements.  He  [Mr.  H.]  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  the  Senator  from  Marjjfand  say  that  he  had 
giventhim  the  information,  when,  in  &ct,  he  [Mr.  H.] 
gave  the  information  to  the  Seivitor  from  Maryland,  and 
told  him  he  would  find  it  in  the  Albion. 

Mr.  KANE,  of  Illinms,  then  rose,  in  reply  to  the  speech 
concluded  yesterday  by  Mr.  Snuava. 

Had  there  been,  said  Mr.  K.,  no  State  of  New  York, 
my  venerable  friend  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance [Mr.  Smith]  would  not  now  be  deploring  the  delay 
to  which  the  appropriation  ImII  is  subjected  in  consequence 
of  thia  discussion.  During  the  whole  session.  New  York 
bad  appeared  to  be  the  spectre  which  disturbed  all  our 
day  dreams. 

Just  as  gentlemen  had  succeeded  injproving  with  roathe- 
inatiad  accuracjr  that  more  money  had  been  expended  on 
account  of  foreign  intercourse  during  tlie  two  first  years 
of  tiiis  administration,  than  had  been  expended  during  the 
two  last  years  of  the  late  administration;  just  as  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  bad,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  and 
emphasis  of  Uuguage,  exhibited  a  striking  picture  of  the 
ftlse  clamor  of  bad  ipen  and  bad  priDterB*  raised  on  the 
alleged  ground  of  the  extravagance  of  the  late  adminis- 
trationi  just  as  that  gentleman  had  said  that  which,  when 
pubUshed  and  spread  throughout  ttie  land,  was  well  suited 
to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  public  for  injured  inno- 
cence', in  came  the  Senator  from  New  York,  and  told  us 
that  it  was  all  a  mistake;  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  had  not  so  much  complained  of  the  amount  of  money 
which  the  late  administration  had  expended,  as  they  had 
complained  that  the  money  had  been  expended,  and  that 
nolbing  had  been  done.  Whereupon,  a  distinguished  Se- 
nator [Mr.  Cux]  rose  in  his  place,  and  declared  that  the 
late  administration  had  negotiated  more  treaties  than  all 
preceding  adnuiuitntion^  fiom  the  otgaointion  of  the 


Government  down  to  the  commencement  of  tliat  adminis- 
tration. [Here  Mr.  CLAT  explained,  and  said  tbatbt 
spoke  of  treaties  concluded  at  Washington.] 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  K. ,  with  the  issue  thus  joined,  I  have 
nothing  to  do.  The  Senator  from  New  Tork  is  quite 
competent  to  act  for  himself,  and  to  him  do  I  leave  it 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Sraiorx,]  anti- 
cipating that  this  issue  might  be  varied— that  it  might  be 
said  that  the  number  of  treaties  was  not  so  important  u 
their  quality— that  a  treaty  with  Denmark,  securing  to 
our  citizens  mx  or  seven  hundred  thousand  dollari, 
though  made  by  the  present  administration,  could  not  be 
compared  with  the  treaty  made  with  Prance,  securing;  u 
many  millions — tliat  although  the  late  administration  might 
hare  made  treaties  without  number,  embracing  one  vith 
the  court  at  Port  au  Prince,  and  another  with  the  authori- 
ties at  Liberia,  yet,  when  conudercd  with  regard  to  the 
beneficial  effects  upon  this  community,  they  uould  tU 
unk  into  insignificance  when  compared  with  tlie  single 
arrangement  made  by  this  administration  opening  a  true 
between  the  Uiutecl  States  and  British  possesnou  in 
America,  has  come  forward  to  show  us  that  this  *'  arrange* 
ment"  was  made  in  violation  of  law;  tliat  our  trade  and 
navigation  were  upon  a  better  footing  before  it  was  mtde 
than  theynow  are;and  the  more  effectually  to  accamplith 
his  purpose,  he  has  Uiougbt  fit  to  arraign  the  President 
tlie  late  Secretary  of  Sute,  and  the  present  Secretuy  of 
the  Treasury,  for  the  part  taken  by  them  in  relation  tv 
this  subject.  As  to  the  alleged  inaccura^  contained  in 
the  President's  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  republican  mem- 
bers  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  I  shall  content  my- 
self for  the  present  by  expressing  the  belief  that  1  shul 
prove,  before  1  have  done,  that  tlie  reply  contains  the 
truth  stated  not  only  substantially,  but  to  me  letter.  Ai 
to  tlie  motives  imputed  to  him  fur  answering  a  letter  from 
so  respectable  a  body  of  gentlemen  in  tlie  mode  and  man- 
ner in  which  that  answer  was  made,  I  will  now  say  tlui: 
That  whenever  I  can  be  convinced  that  Andrew  Jackm 
has  followed  the  bad  example  of  any  of  his  enesiiei^  by 
u«ng  the  influence  of  his  official  ittation  for  the  purpoce 
of  accomplishing  the  ends  of  an  unhallowed  ambition,  or 
for  the  still  more  unworthy  purpose  of  destrt^ii^  a  ^ 
ritorious  riviJ,  I  shall  look  upon  bim  with  unmingM 
abhorrence. 

The  late  Secrctaiy  of  State,  whose  elevated  viitM 
and  untami^ed  &me  I  hold  in  undiminished  regard,  hss 
not  yet  sufficiently  atoned  for  the  crime  of  pOMCSMig  m 
large  a  share  of  the  public  confidence. 

The  present  Secretary  of  tlie  Treaauiy,  it  appears,  hn, 
in  the  cnaracter  of  an  American  negotiator,  approached 
the  British  ministry  with  "whining  supplications."  Sir, 
I  had  thouglit  that  if  any  distinguishea  statcstnan  of  the 
age,  of  amiable  temper  and  manners,  pure  morals,  fixed 
integrity,  profound  knowlet^e,  and  lofty  independesce 
of  character,  had  passed  without  reproach,  mat  [xnui 
HcLane  was  tliat  man.  Sir,  he  has  given  a  recent  ev^ 
dence  of  his  independence,  whi6h  has  called  forth  uw 
will  continue  to  call  forth  the  applause  of  all  lus  political 
enemies  who  possess  one  particle  of  magnaninu^.  1  lu'* 
read  over  and  over  again  tiiese  objectionable  communica- 
tions, and  can  find  nothing  in  language  or  argument,^ 
consistent  with  that  courtesy,  dignity,  and  uDsfTected 
independence  which  should  always  characterize  die  <Vpo- 
matic  intercourse  of  sovereign  Powers.  I  can  onljr  >» 
count  for  the  error  into  which  the  honorable  gentkmU 
has  fallen,  by  suppowiw  that  he  has  act  his  own  amiabw 
feelings  to  the  music  oi  his  own  voce,  and  has  mistakea 
the  harmony  thus  produced  fw  the  ■*  whinings'*  of  the 
minister. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Mwne  has  transferred  to  the  «ib- 
ject  before  us,  the  resolutions  which  he  some  time 
submitted  for  couMderation,  and  these  form  nwiMU- 
tiona  of  Ua  ufument. 
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His  molutions  declare  in  substance; 
Ist.  That  "  the  arrangement"  gives  to  "British  ves- 
'sels,  in  the  trade  between  this  country  and  the  colonial 

*  possesions  of  Great  Britain,  advantages  in  transporting 

*  articles  to  the  West  Indtesi  greater  than  u  secured  to 

*  AmericiLn  reaselsa  and  Ttolates  that  reciprocity  in  nari- 

*  gation  which  «>ur  Government  has  heretlm>re  sedulously 
*uid  firmly  endeavored  to  maintain. 

3d.  *'The  President's  proclamstion  of  October,  1830, 

*  was  not  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  29tb  of 
'May,  1830." 

The  truth  of  these  propositions  is  to  be  determined  by 
a  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  arrangement,  which  are 
found  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  39th  May,  1830,  and  to 
the  eonitniction  fixed  upon  that  kw  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  British  authonties. 

The  act  of  Cong^ss  provides,  in  substance,  Ist.  That, 
when  the  President  sbaU  be  satisfied  that  the  ports  of  the 
West  Indies,  Bahama  islands,  &c.  will  be  opened  to  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  for  an  indefinite  or  a  limited 
term,  that  such  vessels  and  tlieir  cargoes,  entering  the 
West  India  port^  shall  be  subject  to  no  otiier  or  higher 
charges  than  would  be  imposed  on  British  vessels  or  their 
cargoes  arriving  from  the  United  States. 

3d.  That  die  vesfels  of  the  United  States  mi^t  import 
into  said  ports,  from  the  United  States,  any  articles  which 
could  be  imported  in  British  vessels  ttaax  the  United  States 
into  the  same  ports. 

3d.  That  vessels  of  the  United  States  might  export 
from  the  British  colonies  to  any  country  whatever,  (other 
thaii  the  dnninioiu  or  poseesHons  of  Great  Britain,)  any 
articles  which  can  he  exported  therefrom  in  a  British  ves- 
sel, to  any  country  other  than  the  British  dominions  or 
possesnons  as  aforesaid. 

4th.  That  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  United 
States  with  all  other  ports  of  the  British  dominions  or 
possessions,  shall  not  be  left  on  a  footing  less  favorable  to 
the  United  States  than  it  then  was. 

5th.  That  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  President  is  au- 
tboriced  to  i&sue  his  proclatnation,  declaring  that  be  has 
received  such  evidence:  and,  thereupon,  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  opened,  indefinitely,  or  for  a  term 
fixed,  to  British  vessels  coming  from  the  said  British  colo- 
nial possessions,  and  their  cargoes  subject  to  no  other  or 
higher  duty  of  tonnage,  or  impost,  or  charge  of  any  de- 
scription  whatever,  than  would  be  levied  on  the  vessels  I 
of  the  United  States,  or  their  cawoes,  arriving  from  the 
said  British  possessions;  and  Briti^  vessels  mi^t  import 
into^  and  export  from,  the  United  States,  an^  article 
which  might  oe  imported  or  exported  in  Amencan  ves- 
aelsf  and  the  President  was,  moreover,  authorized  to  sus- 
pend, or  declare  to  be  repealed,  the  restrictive  acts  of 
Congress  of  1818  and  1820. 

That  there  might  be  no  after  difficulties  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  act,  and  tlie  British  minister  no  doubt  remem- 
bering tliat  the  arrangement  supposed  to  have  been  made 
by  mutual  acts  of  legislatioa  in  1822,  had  been  broken 
down  by  the  construction  of  the  then  Executive  ot  the 
United  States,  I^ord  Aberdeen  asks  for  explanations  upon 
the  following  points: 

1.  Are  American  vessels,  coming  with  cargoes  fi*om 
any  other  place  than  the  United  States,  to  be  admitted 
under  the  arrangement  into  the  colomal  ports  of  Great 
Britain^    The  answer  was,  no. 

2.  Are  the  articles  to  be  imported  on  equal  terms  in 
British  or  American  vessels,  to  be  the  produce  of  the 
United  States?   The  answer  was,  yes. 

3.  Was  the  trade  between  the  American  continental 
colonies  of  Great  Britain  to  be  pjjiced  upon  the  same 
footing  with  the  trade  between  the  Britisn  West  Indies 
and  the  United  States?    The  answer  was,  yes. 

4.  Do  these  words  oftheactof  Congress,  "tlie  com- 
mercial intercourse  of  the  Umted  Suites  with  all  other 


parts  of  the  British  dominions  or  posisessions  shall  be  left 
on  a  footing  not  less  favorable  to  the  United  States  tlian  it 
now  is,"  imply  a  positive  condition  to  maintain  unchanged* 
or  upon  any  particular  footing  of  favor,  every  part  of  the 
British  system  of  trade  with  Ute  United  Statesf  The  an- 
swer was,  no. 

5.  The  British  minister  notified  the  American  minister 
that  the  British  Government  hait  it  in  view  to  modify  the 
schedule  of  duties  attached  to  their  act  of  Parliament  of 
1825,  so  as  to  support  the  interests  of  her  colonies,  wlueh 
had  been  inddentally  fostered  during  the  suspensicoi  of  the 
intercourse. 

The  act  of  Congress  thus  construed  constitutes  the  basis 
of  the  arrangement.  Permit  me,  sir,  before  going  into 
an  examination  of  the  correctness  of  this  construction,  to 
notice  an  objection  to  this  arrangement,  on  the  ground 
that  British  vessels  may  take  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  foreign  produce  to  the  Briti^  colonies,  and  Ameri- 
can veHSels  cannot.  I'his  privilege,  now  oinoyed  by  Great 
Britain,  is  no  part  of  "the  arrangement.  It  is  enjoyed 
under  our  navigation  laws.  It  is,  at  this  moment,  compe- 
tent for  Congress  to  alter  that  kw,  without  the  slightest 
impeachment  of  our  ftith  under  the  arrangement  of  Uie 
West  India  trade.  An  equivalent  for  this  surren  ler,  if 
there  i^  in  fact,  any  surrender  about  it,  is  found  in  the 
privilege  given  to  the  American  vessel  to  export  from  the 
colonies  foreign  produce  to  any  part  of  the  world,  (the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain  excepted.)  But,  mr,  what  com- 
mercial nation  ever  thought  of  prohibiting  exports  as  a 
mean  of  advancing  her  commercial  prosperity,  unlesi^ 
indeed,  it  nught  be  for  the  purpose  tSf  forang,  by  some 
measure  of  retaliation,  upon  foreign  States  a  more  libe- 
ral commerce?  In-iteadoi  prohibiting  exports,  the  course 
of  most  commercial  nations  {^as  been  to  encourage  them 
(says  Adam  Smith)  by  drawbacks,  bounties,  by  advanta- 
geous treaties  of  commerce  witli  foreign  States,  and  some- 
times by  the  establishment  of  coloniesin  distant  countries. 
If  the  principle  of  the  federal  constitution,  prohibiting  du- 
ties upon  exports,  could  be  considered  consistent  wiUi  the 
policy  of  prmiibition  upon  exports  in  foreign  veasela,  are 
there  any  considerations  which  should  induce  tis  to  follow 
such  a  course?  Foreign  articles  will  never  be  exported 
unless  they  are  worth  more  abroad  tlian  at  home,  and  will 
only  be  exported  when  there  is  a  surplus.  The  Govern- 
ment get  tlie  benefit  of  the  duty  upon  the  importation;  and 
if  a  drawback  is  allowed,  our  navigation  will  have  had 
the  benefit  of  the  freight. 

Upon  the  first  point  of  inquiry  made  by  Lord  Aberdeen, 
that  miiustersays:  It  "can  scarcely,  indeed,  have  been  in- 
tended that  this  stipulation  should  extend  to  American 
vessek  coming  with  cargoes  from  any  other  places  than 
the  United  States,  beciiuse  it  is  well  known  that,  under 
the  navigation  Uws  of  Great  Britain,  no  foreini  vessel 
could  bring  a  cargo  to  any  British  colomal  port  from  any 
other  country  than  its  own." 

I  shall  have  occasion  before  I  have  done,  Mr.  President, 
to  show  tliat  the  object  both  of  the  late  and  of  the  present 
administration  was  to  obtun  the  benefit  of  that  celebrated 
act  of  .the  British  Parliament  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
British  possessions  abroad,  which  became  a  law  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1825,  and  that  ultimately  the  arrangement  in 
question  was  made  upon  that  basis;  *'and,bythat  act, 
(says  Mr.  McLane  in  his  letter  to  Mr-  Van  Buren,  of  20th 
August,  1830,)  the  importation  both  into  her  European 
and  colonial  ports  is  restricted  to  the  vessels  of  the  coun- 
try of  which  the  articles  imported  shall  be  the  produce. 
Nor  has  this  restriction  been  considered  inconsistent  with 
our  commercUl  convention  with  Great  Britain,  which 
we  have  anxiously  sought  to  extend  to  the  colonial  intei^ 
couree." 

The  same  letter  proceeds  to  say :  *'  She  (Great  Britain) 
moreover  places  the  United  States  in'tbe  intercourse  with 
the  ooloniei  on  the  same  footing  withaltother  nationsi  and. 
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by  uKnting  to  reruUtiona,  thouj^h  by  legislative  etnct- 
nent  in  the  coloniu  trade*  similar  to  those  provided  by 
our  commercial  convention  for  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions  in  Europe,  she 
now  concedes  to  us,  in  this  respect,  substantially  that  which 
we  have  been  ineffectually  seeking  since  the  year  1815." 

Upon  the  second  inquiry  of  the  British  minister,  in  re- 
ference to  the  kind  of  articles  to  be  imported  into  tlie 
colonies  from  the  United  States,  there  is  still  leas  difBcidty 
in  pronouncing  upon  the  c6rrectness  of  the  agreed  con- 
struction. Upon  this  point  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  McLane,  of  the  17th  August,  1830,  observes:  *'  In 
this  passage,  (referring  to  a  passage  in  the  act  of  Congress 
of  39th  Hay,  1830,)  it  is  not  made  sufficlentiy  clear  that 
the  articles  to  be  imported  on  equal  terms  by  British  or 
American  veMels  from  the  Cnited  Slates  must  be  the 
produce  of  the  United  States.**  He  goes  on  to  say  that 
**he  cannot  but  suppose  that  such  a  limitation  must  have 
been  contemplated,  because  the  clause  of  the  navigation 
act  already  ulverted  to,  whereby  an  American  would 
be  precluded  from  bringing  any  article,  not  tiie  produce 
of  America,  to  a  Britisn  colonial  port,  is  not  only  a  sub- 
ject of  universal  notoriety,  but  the  same  proviuon  is 
flistinctly  made  in  the  act  of  Parliamentof  1835,  which  has 
been  so  often  referred  to  in  the  diseosnont  on  this  subject.** 

This  restriction  is  also  contuned  in  the  commereiu  con- 
vention of  1815,  repilating  the  intercourse  between  this 
country  and  the  British  European  possessions.  The  act 
of  Congress  of  March  3d,  1815,  which  has  formed  the 
basis  01  all  our  commercial  conventions  since  the  period 
of  its  passage,  and  which  repeals  all  acts  imporing  discri- 
minating duties  with  regard  to  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of 
all  other  nations  who  would  adopt  simiUr  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  United  States,  repeals  them  in  reference  to 
Mich  cargoes  only  as  may  consist  of  *'  the  produce  or  ma<- 
vuftcture  of  the  nation  to  which  such  fijrtign  ihips  or 
vessels  may  belong."  Of  this  set  of  CongrcM  I  shall  have 
occasion  hereafter  to  speak  more  at  large. 

So  far  as  any  subsequent  law  of  the  United  States  has 
had  in  view  the  cstabUshment  of  our  commercial  inter' 
course  with  foreirn  States  upon  terms  of  reciprocity,  the 
same  Uimtation  is  imposed.  The  famous  "elsewhere"  act 

1833,  as  it  is  calleid,  the  provinont  of  which  1  shall  pre- 
sently recur  to  more  particularly,  b  limited  by  the  same 
rebtriction. 

With  regard  to  the  points  I  have  been  discusring,  Mr. 
HcLAne,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  before 
alluded  to,  holds  the  following  language:  **I  am  not 
aware  that  the  restriction  of  the  ri^t  of  importation 
into  the  colonies  to  articles  of  American  produce  was, 
sit  any  period,  seriously  objected  to  by  our  Govrm- 
nent:  nor  can  the  difference,  in  this  re^ct,  between 
American  and  British  vessel^  if  we  allow  it  to  continue, 
be  an  object  of  much  importance  in  any  point  of  view.  It 
will,  genera%»  be  our  interest,  as  it  is  that  of  erery  other 
nation,  to  allow  the  exportation  of  its  surplus  foreign 
produce  in  the  vessels  of  any  other  country.  It  must  be 
observed,  also,  that  tliis  is  a  privilege  resultinff  from  the 
general  spirit  of  our  hiws,  and,  therefore,  resting  in  our 
discretion.  There  is  notliiiig  in  the  amngement  now  pro- 
posed, to  prevent  the  Unitnl  States  from  hereafter  deny- 
ing  to  British  vessels  this  advantage,  if  it  prove  injurious 
to  our  commerce,  and  in  placing,  by  that  means,  the 
vessels  of  both  countries,  in  tiiu  respect,  upon  an  equal 
footing." 

But,  sir,  in  the  next  paragraph,  we  are  furnished  with 
conclusive  proof  that,  if  the  American  negotiator  did  not 
demand  terms  of  a  different  complexion  in  these  respects, 
the  buH  is  not  of  this  adnunistratiuni  for  he  says,  "It  is 
certain  that  both  the  restrictions  nowreaenred  by  ttie.con- 
itruction  adopted  by  this  Government,  were  absolutely 
conceded  by  ours  before  the  preient  negotiation  com- 
menced, and  could  not  hare  been  renewed  at  pretent  with 


any  hope  of  success.  More  than  has  been  tecuMd  by 
the  present  labors,  the  eoncesaons  of  the  last  administra- 
tion precluded  us  from  demanding;  but  if  this  had  not 
been  so,  more  could  not  have  been  Stained.** 

As  to  the  third  inquiry,  whether  diips  coming  from  tiie 
British  North  American  continental  colonies  are  to  be 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  inth  Teaselaoominif  from  tiie 
colonies  of  the  West  Indies,  it  may  be  observed  that  tbero 
is  nothing  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  39th  May,  1830,  in- 
connstent  with  the  construction  pven  upon  this  point 
That  act  provides  for  "  admitting  to  entry,  in  the  ports  of 
tiie  United  States,  British  vesseu,  or  their  cargoes,  from 
the  islands,  provinces,  or  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  on  or 
near  the  North  American  continent,  aitd  north  or  east 
of  the  United  States/*  and  the  only  question  about  it 
is,  whether  vesseb  coming  either  from  **islBnds,  or  pro- 
vinces, or  colonies,'*are  to  be  admitted  intoour  ports  upon 
tiie  same  footing  in  all  respects. 

Here,  nr,  I  must  again  recur  to  the  fiict  that  tiie  late 
as  well  as  the  present  administration  have  churned  the 
bene6t  of  this  trade,  upon  the  principles  of  the  act  (tf 
of  Parliament,  of  Juty,  1825. 

Every  demand  beyond  the  privileges  of  tiiat  act,  pre- 
viously set  up  by  the  late  administration,  was,  by  that 
adminiatration,  wuved  or  abandoned.  Hie  present  adnur 
nistration  asked  nothing  more  than  that  act  intended  to 
givet  and,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  were  the 
views  of  both  Governments  upon  the  particular  point  un- 
der conuderation,  1  read  from  the  letter  of  Mr,  Gallatin  to 
Mr.  Cky,  of  the  37th  of  October,  1836,  the  following 
language:  "It  will  not  escape  you  that  the  intercourse 
by  sea  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  West 
Indies  and  North  American  colonies  has  already  been 
eonmdered  as  neceaaarihr  connected  tt^^etiier  by  the  Bri- 
tish Government  and  toat  this  connexion  has  been  kept 
up  in  the  acts  of  Parliament,  in  the  articles  proposed  to 
Mr.  Rush,  and,  indeed,  in  all  former  proposals  on  their 
part."  And,  on  the  11th  April,  1827,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  in- 
atnicted,  in  the  manner  1  shall  hereafter  show,  upon  the 
subject  of  this  trade,  without  regard  to  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  West  Indies  and  the  continental  colonies  of 
Great  Britain.  These  ecMisiderations,  and  others  which 
will  be  submitted  upon  another  branch  of  titis  argument, 
leave  upon  my  imnd  no  doubt  that  it  was  not  the  M^;n  <k 
the  act  of  Coiigress  to  make  any  such  discrimination. 

The  fourth  inquiry  involves  me  question,  whether  cer- 
tain words  introduced  into  the  act  of  Congress  were  in- 
tended to  imply  that  the  then  existing  Briti^  system  of 
trade  with  the  United  States  was  to  remun  unchanged. 
Hiese  words  are  introduced  in  the  nature  of  a  condition, 
and  read  thus:  "  The  commercial  intercourse  of  the  United 
States  with  all  other  parts  of  the  Briti^  dmnhiiom  or  pos- 
sessions shall  be  left  on<a  footing  not  less  &vorable  to  the 
United  States  than  it  now  is.'*  The  opinion  of  the  British 
minister  was,  that  the  intercourse  referred  to,  whether  re- 
newed or  not,  should  remain  aa  free  as  it  then  was  to  both 
Governments,  to  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  commer- 
cial regulations  as  eiuier  State  may  deem  to  be  expedient 
for  Its  own  interests,  consistentiy  with  the  obligations  oi 
existing  treaties.  Mr.  McLane  considered,  as  everj'  other 
man  would,  that  theae  worda,  if  notalti^etber  nugatoty 
and  out  of  place,  seemed  rather  to  apprehend  some  evil, 
not  understood  or  explwned,  from  advantages  to  be  con- 
ftrred  upon  our  trade  by  Great  Britain.  That  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  "with  all  other  parts  of  the  British  do- 
minions, "  was  either  regulated  by  convention  with  Great 
Brit«n,  or  was  absolutely  prohibited  by  act  of  Parliament 
saving  the  right  of  the  British  Kin^,  by  order  in  counca), 
to  open  tiie  colonial  ports,  as  occasion  should  require. 

I  nave  now,  Mr.  Preodcnt,  gone  through  all  the  pointi 
of  construction  settled  between  the  two  Govemmrat^  so 
far  aa  the  act  of  Coiwresa  of  39th  May,  1830,  called  for 
constnwtion  in  tiie  opnuon  of  llw  nc^ofiaiora.   As  to  ths 
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exception  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [  Mr.  SrE&s  ox,  ] 
to  the  notJficatioa  piven  by  the  British  Govenimeiit  of  its 
intentinn  to  modify  the  then  existing  scale  of  duties,  with 
a  view  to  foster  interests  which  had  grown  up  incidentally 
in  some  of  the  colonies,  it  being  no  part  of  "the  arrange- 
ment," I  shall  postpone  tlie  consideration  of  it  until  I  ar- 
rive  at  another  part  of  my  argument,  and  proceed  tu 
examine  the  broad  and  bold  declaration  of  an  honor^le 
Senator,  [Ifr.  Houiu,]  that  by  tlus  arrangement  erei^ 
demand  erer  made  by  thia  Gorernment  upon  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  respect  to  this  intercourse^  had  been  surren- 
dered. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertainii^  the  accuracy  of  this 
declaration,  1  propose  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  his- 
tory of  tlits  trade,  in  order  to  show  what  has  been  deniand- 
cd  by  this  Government,  and  what  demands  have  been 
nirrnidered,  and  by  whom.  Sn  Umtne,  sir,  1  must  make 
iny  seknorledgmentg  to  a  diatin^ished  American  states- 
man, to  whom  certain  letters  txiginally  published  in  this 
country  have  been  attributed,  and  which  I  dnd  repub- 
listied  in  a  London  pamphlet,  for  many  of  the  important 
ftcts  connected  with  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  both 
Governments  on  thia  subject. 

One  main  object  of  European  nations  in  planting  colo- 
nies  in  this  hemisphere,  and  in  sustaining  tnem  at  great 
•acri6ces  of  life  and  money,  undoubtedly  was  to  open  new 
channels  of  trade,  to  augment  their  exports,  and  to  secure 
to  the  mother  country  the  exclunve  advantages  of  tlieir 
commerce.  The  Spaniards  colonized  South  America,  and 
secured  to  themselves,  fur  ages,  the  excluuve  benefit  of 
their  colonies  in  trade  and  commerce.  The  Dutch  acted 
ttpon  the  same  ptinciple,  and  their  views  as  to  their  exclu- 
sive right  to  monopolize  the  trade  of  their  colonies  in  the 
West  were  carried  so  &r  as  to  put  Uiem  under  tiie  go- 
vernment of  an  exclusive  company.  **The  French  colo- 
ny of  Canada  (ayi  Adam  Smith)  was,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  last  century,  and  some  part  of  the  present,  un- 
der the  government  of  an  exclusive  company.  Other 
nation^  (says  the  same  author,)  witiiout  establishing  an 
exclusive  company,  have  confined  the  whole  commerce  of 
their  colonies  to  a  particular  part  of  tlie  mother  country." 

The  English,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany, have  left  tlie  trade  of  their  eolomes  free  to  be  car- 
ried on  with  all  the  porta  of  the  mother  country.  Each 
European  nation,  so  &r  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain the  &ct,  have,  without  distinction,  and  without  com- 
plaint from  any  other  European  nation,  held  to  the  right  of 
an  exclunve  monopoly  to  the  trade  of  its  colonies,  and 
have  refused  an  equal  participation  to  any  other  country 
in  the  trade  with  them.  Hence,  whatever  trade  has  been 
allowed,  has  been  considered  a  privilege,  never  granted, 
however,  except  upon  smne  considerations  connected 
with  the  interests  ntiier  of  the  mother  country  or  the  co- 
lonies. 

F>om  the  peace  of  1783  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution,  no  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  by  the 
United  States  to  place  this  trade  upon  any  other  footing 
different  from  that  upon  which  the  Englidi  Government 
chose  to  place  it.  Witliin  this  period  of  time  however, 
the  Britisu  navigation  laws  were  so  tat  modified  as  to  au- 
thfoise  the  Bng  in  council  to  open  the  colonial  ports  at 
hia  discretion.  During  this  period,  an  attempt  was  made 
by  Mr.  Pitt  tn  place  ute  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Biitain  and  her  colonies  upon  terms  of 
reciprocity,  and  for  this  purpose  that  statesman  introduced 
a  bill  into  Parliament.  This  measure  failed,  and  its  fatlure 
is  attributed  to  the  interference  of  a  disafTecled  American 
citizen  then  in  England.  I'hc  first  attempt  made  by  this 
Government  to  place  ttiis  intercourse  upon  a  permanent 
iMtM^  was  during  the  administration  of  General  Washing- 
ton. He  lent  Mr.  Jay,  in  1793,  charged  with  instructions 
upon  this  and  other  impoftant  subjectst  and  to  the  anange- 
»wt  tomdm  by  Mr.  Jsgr,  althmgh  the  article  of  thetrcady 


regulating  the  intercourse  with  the  West  India  colonies  of 
Great  Bntain  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  I  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate,  for  tiie  purpose  of  showing  what 
were  the  views  of  some  of  the  emment  men  of  that  day 
upon  some  of  tlie  points  of  this  discussion.  The  twelfth 
article  of  that  treaty  opened  to  our  vessels  not  exceeding 
seventy  tons  burden,  an  intercourse  direct  between  the 
British  West  India  islands  and  the  United  States  during 
the  war,  (than  existing  between  England  and  France,)  ana 
for  two  years  afterwanls.  Tlie  cargoes  of  such  ships 
were  to  consist  of  «any  goods  or  merchan^ses  being  of 
the  growth,  manufacture,  or  produce  of  the  aud  States, 
which  it  is  or  may  be  lawful  to  carry  to  the  said  islands  or 
ports,  from  the  said  iiltates,  in  British  reasels.*' 

The  American  ships  and  their  cargoes  to  lie  admitted 
into  the  said  porta  from  the  United  States  were  subjected 
to  no  higlter  duties  or  charges  than  British  vessels  and 
their  eai^oes  cmning  from  the  United  States  to  the  same 
ports. 

A  clause  of  the  same  article  providesthat  American  citi> 
zens  miglit  purchase,  load,  and  carry  away  from  such  Bri> 
tish  porta  and  islands  all  such  articles  "being  the  growth, 
manufacture,  or  produce  of  the  said  islands,  as  may  now, 
by  law,  be  carried  from  thence  to  the  said  States  in  British 
vessels."  Then  followed  a  provision,  requiring  tliat  such 
American  vessel  should  carry  and  land  their  cargoes  in  Uie 
United  Statesonlyt  and  requiring  further,  that  tiie  Ututed 
States  should  prohibit  the  carrying  away  any  molaue^ 
sugar,  cocoa,  or  cotton,  in  Amencan  vessel)*  either  from 
his  Majesty's  islands,  or  from  the  United  States,  to  any 
part  of  the  world  except  the  United  States,  reasiinable  sea 
stores  excepted.  So  careful  was  the  British  Government 
as  to  the  language  of  this  article,  in  order  to  assert  her 
r^il  of  monopoly,  as  to  commence  the  same  with  the 
words  hia  Majesty  '* consents,"  and  so  with  regard  to  the 
next  article  on  the  subject  of  the  trade  with  the  British 
East  India  possesMonst  all  other  articles  contamed  in  the 
tl%aty  are  clothed  in  the  langua^  of  promise  or  agree- 
ment) and  amongst  all  the  complaints  against  this  twelfUi 
article,  existing  at  tiiat  period,  I  have  nut  been  able  to  find 
one,  g^rounded  upon  the  fact  that  the  negotiators  on  both 
udes  considered  the  opening  of  these  pbrts  a  privilege. 
It  is  the  opitnon  of  the  Uistii^^uished  AmerioBn  statesman 
to  whom  I  have  referred,  that  narrow  as  the  terms  i^this 
article  were,  they  yet  would  have  been  accepted  by  the 
American  Government,  liad  not  the  "  equivalent  propos< 
ed  as  the  price  of  the  concesuon*'  beeft  "deemra  quite 
dispropoctionate  to  theriglit  so  derived."  The  complaints 
of  the  day  againstthe  article  of  the  treaty  in  question  were, 
that  in  time  of  war,  which  was  then  existing,  and  the  ter- 
mination of  which  could  not  be  seen,  greater  privileges 
would  be  erijoyed  under  the  temponuy  proclamations  of 
the  colonial  Govnnors  than  the  article  of  the  treaty  ad- 
mitted. That  the  articles  prohibited  fhnn  exportation 
formed  a  valuable  part  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Sutes. 
That  cocoa  was  chiefly  cultivated  by  the  Spaniards.  That 
our  consumption  was  not  equal  to  the  anpoitation  and 
growth  of  the  prohibited  articles,  be.  &c. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Sraaovx,]  that  Prendent  Waahii^on  disapproved  of  thia 
article.  [  uifer  the  reverse  from  the  &ct  that  he  submitted 
the  treaty  to  the  Seiwte  for  their  sanction,  without  saying 
so.  Had  he  disapproved  of  the  treaty,  it  was  entirely  com- 
petent for  him  to  have  rejected  it  without  sending  it  to  the 
Senate)  and  had  he  disapproved  this  article  of  the  treaty 
only,  he  would  have  informed  the  Senate  of  the  fact  when 
he  communicated  die  treaty  for  ratification.  But,  sir,  we 
have  po»tive  testimony  on  this  point.  Judge  Marshall,  in 
his  Life  of  Washii^on,  saysi  "Although  in  the  mind  of 
tile  President  several  objectiona  to  the  treaty  had  occurred, 
they  were  OTcriialanced  by  !u  advantages;  and  before 
tiwwmitting  itto  the  Semte,  he  had  rcstdved  to  ratify  H; 
if  ^tproved  by  that  hoif.   It  wu  fiwtunats  for  the  couii- 
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tiy,  however,  that  the  article  was  rejected.  The  war 
which  was  declared  by  France  against  England  in  1793, 
continued  for  lune  years,  and  all  Europe  was  involved  in 
it.  This  country  occupied  the  position  of  a  neutral  na- 
tion) and  as  neutral  ships  could  navigate  the  ocean  with- 
out being  liable  to  dangers  from  capture  or  destruction,  to 
which  belligerents  were  subjected,  and  as  the  rates  of  in- 
surance upon  the  vessels  of  a  neutral  were  then  lower 
than  those  of  a  nation  at  war,  American  navigation  was  as 
much  in  demand  as  such  a  state  of  the  world  could  make 
it.  The  West  India  ports  were,  from  necessity,  thrown 
open  to  us.  This  war  ended  in  1802,  but  broke  out  again 
tlie  following  year;  and  down  to  the  commencement  of 
that  system  of  unjust  retaliation,  so  injurious  to  neutral 
commerce,  adopted  by  British  orders  in  council  and  French 
imperial  decrees,  this  country  enjoyed  the  advantages,  and 
Ipdhered  the  rich  fhiits  of  a  neutral  commerce,  for  along 
period  of  years.  For,  excepting  the  short  period  of  ptace 
which  followed  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  (when  England  again 
resorted  to  the  enforcement  of  her  colonial  system,)  the 
most  commercial  nations  of  Europe  were  engaged  in  fla- 
grant anddreadful  war.  Thiscountry,  during  that  period 
of  time,  enjoyed  a  more  prosperous  and  enriching  com- 
merce, than  the  history  of  the  world  has  aswgned  to  any 
other  nation,  for  a  similar  period  of  lime,  in  any  age." 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  exhibited  a  statement  of' 
the  amount  of  American  tonnage  employed  in  each  year, 
for  a  long  period  of  years,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  in 
disparaging  contrast  its  condition  at  those  several  perio^ls, 
with  its  condition  since  the  Ute  arrangement.  He  also  at- 
tributes to  the  laws  of  Congress  imposing  discriminating 
tonnage  duties  upon  foreign  vessels  and  tlicir  cargoes,  pass- 
ed in  1789  and  1790,  the  virtue  of  having  given  the  irope. 
tus  to  this  long  course  of  prosperous  trade.  Those  duties 
were  laid,  Mr.  Prendent,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  meet  the  debts  of  tite  revolution,  and  the  current  de- 
mands of  the  Government,  and  were  in  truth  paid  by  Ame- 
rican citizens,  who  consumed  the  articles  imported.  Tlie 
British  Government  resorted  to  countervailing  discrimina- 
ting duties,  and  even  went  beyond  the  measure  of  exact 
retaliation.  And  the  Westlndiaconsumers  paid  thatduty. 
If  any  benefit  in  trade  was  intended  by  our  discrimina- 
tiona,  that  object  was  defeated  by  the  countervailing  dis- 
criminations of  Great  Britain.  No,  sir,  it  was  the  general 
war  in  which  other  portions  of  the  trading  world  were  in- 
volved, which,  though  a  terrible  scourge  to  them,  heaped 
these  great  blessings  upon  us:  and  by  referring  to  this  fact 
as  a  standard,  the  Senator  from  Maine  will  readily  and 
truly  account  for  the  state  of  our  tonnage,  as  exhibited  in 
his  statement. 

A  farther  attempt  to  place  this  trade  upon  a  permanent 
fooling,  by  treaty  with  the  Biitisli  Government,  was  made 
in  18w,  and  proved  unsuccessliilt  andhere  Mr.  Jefferson 


Indies."  The  convention  of  1815  only  admits  such  vendi 
in  four  of  the  principal  setilementa  of  the  East  Indies,  riz. 
Calcutta,  Madras,  Bombay,  and  Prince  of  Wales's  isliiuL 
Under  the  treaty  of  1794,  American  citizens,  withtbe 
consent  of  the  local  Government,  might  go  into  the  interior 
country  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and  this  pemussion  wai 
j^ven,  and  our  traders  enjoyed  the  benefit  ofit  Thecon. 
vention  of  London  contains  no  such  privilege. 

The  treaties  of  1794  and  of  1815  both  forbid  Americui 
ves^ls  from  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade  in  the  East  In- 
dies. But  the  former  declared  that  "  vessels  going;  with 
their  ori^nal  cai^oes,  or  part  thereof,  from  one  port  of 
discharge  to  another,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  earning 
on  the  coasting  trade."  The  Utter  confers  this  privilege 
(limiting  it  to  the  fbur  enumerated  ports)  to  such  veneli  of 
the  United  States  as  shall,  in  the  nrst  instance,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  one  of  the  enumerated  settlements.  To  enjoj 
this  privilege  now,  a  vessel  must  sail  from  the  United  Statei 
direct  to  .one  of  ttiose  named  ports.  Under  Mr.  hft 
treaty,  an  American  vessel  could  go  to  Amsterdam,  take 
specie,  and  from  thence  to  any  port  in  the  Britirii  East  In. 
dies.  Under  the  convention  of  1815,  if  apede  is  waited 
for  that  trade,  and  cannot  be  obtained  here  upon  as  good 
terms  as  il  can  in  Amsterdam,  the  American  vessel,  after 
going  thither  and  taking  in  specie,  must  return  to  the 
United  States,  and  go  from  hence  to  one  of  the  named 
ports.  I  am  thus  particular,  Mr.  President,  in  poinlinf 
out  these  d-fTerences,  because  I  shall  hereafter  be  enabled 
to  show  that  the  course  of  restriction  so  much  reaorted 
to  by  this  Government,  under  the  idea  of  fordng  open  the 
West  India  ports,  has  been  also  prompted  by  adesireto 
effect  a  change  in  the  convention  of  LoiKkm,  with  regard 
to  the  East  India  intercourse.  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  letter  of 
5tli  October,  1816,  directed  to  the  then  Secretary  of  Suie, 
says  (witii  regard  to  the  convention  of  1815):  "Tlie 
benefit  of  the  convention  to  us,  if  any,  is  in  the  India  trade; 
but  as  its  duration  is  to  be  short,  the  only  chance  of  lur- 
ing it  renewed  at  the  end  of  its  four  years  with  additional 
articles  of  more  liberality,  will  be  eff  ective,  counteracting 
regulations  in  respect  to  the  commerce  in  the  Biiiiili 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies." 

After  the  peace  of  Europe  was  restored,  and  an  end 
was  put  to  the  late  war  in  which  we  had  been  engiged 
with  Great  Britain,  it  was  perceived  that  the  nation*  of 
Europe  would  set  themselves  seriously  to  work  to  rep»ir 
the  ravages  to  which  their  belligerent  condition  badiorso 
many  years  subj  ected  them;  that  Great  BrtUin  would  again 
resort"  to  all  her  accustomed  means  to  extend  her  com- 
merce and  navigation;  and  that  she  would  not  overlook 
her  colonial  ^  stem,  which  nut  only  secured  to  ber  a  mono- 
poly in  trade,  but  which  also  secured  to  her  a  mrserf  for 
seamen,  and  an  efficient  mean  of  perpetuating  her  naril 
power.  In  this  state  of  things,  my  venerable  iricnd  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,]  wliose  experience  bad  learned 


took  the  course  with  regard  to  tlie  treaty  transmitted  to  - —  ."'J  ""'T-.r'!'  „  „«,„iJiio- 

him  bv  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney.  which  General  hm.  rightly  to  appreciate  the  skill  ot  our  susmen  ami 
Washington  would  have  done  with  jegard  to  Mr.  Jay'sl  b^'Weia,  and  the  enterpnse  of  our  merchanW.  wh«^^^ 
treaty,  had  he  disapproved  it.    Mr."  Jeflerson  rejected  the  observaUoii  of  luid  actual  participaO^   m  ^e  had  asw 

treaty  without  consulting  the  Senate,  on  the  ground  that  «1  hm  thirt  the  United  "P°"^g"tSe  worid 
 .1  u;—  : —  nothing  to  fear  from  the  competition  of  the  WDoievuriu 

upon  the  ocean,  made  an  appeal  to  the  commercial  cm- 

valry  of  all  nations,  by  submitting  to  Congress  a  plan  * 

rendering  the  trade  of  the  world  as  free  as  air.   f  ''"!P^ 

was  adopttrd,  and  a  l»w  of  Congress  passed  on  tlie  3d  ol 

March,  1S15,  dcchiring  "  that  so  much  of  f'*'"**™*^ 

imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vesseb,  *™ 

on  gooda,  wai-es,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  Unitw 

Stales,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  of  ^""Jf,^ 

tweeii  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  Slates 

and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United  SW" 

foreiirn  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  SUtCB,  be,  aro 


it  contained  no  regulation  upon  the  subject  of  impressing 
American  aeamen.  The  treaty,  however,  contained  no 
arrai^enieiit  as  to  tlie  colonial  trade. 

Mo  fwher  measures  for  the  sole  object  of  securing  par- 
tidpation  in  this  trade,  were  resorted  to  by  this  country 
uiilil  1815;  and  the  convention  of  London,  made  in  that 
year,  declares  that  tlie  intercourse  between  tiie  United 
States  and  the  British  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  on 
the  continent  of  North  America,  shall  not  be  aff  ected  by  it. 

But,  sir,  that  convention  does  contain  a  proviwon  plac- 
ing our  trade  with  the  British  East  India  possessions  upon 
a  much  worse  footing  tiun  it  was  pUced  by  Mr.  Jay's  treaty. 

The  tliirteenth  article  of  the  tm^  of  1794  admits  the 
vessels  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  into  "all  the 
OTpgrt*  Ukd  harbor*  of  the  British  territories  in  the  East 


tlie  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  so  far  as  the  "*P"x 
the  produce  .or  nianufaciure  of  the  nation  to  whict 
ffffeifo  sliips  or  TCBseb  may  bdong." 
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This  repeal,  Mr.  Prendenta  went  into  effect  with  regard 
to  uij  foreign  nation,  whenever  the  President  of  tl\e  Unit> 
ed  State*  ttoald  be  ntisfied  that  the  discrinunatinr  or 
counter^iXngdQties  of  such  Toreign  nation,  bo  fiir  aa  Utey 
<^ietmted  to  the  tUaadrantage  of  the  United  States,  had 
fa«en  abolished.  Tlus  law,  nr,  was  lubinitted  by  our 
ministers  at  London,  as  the  proposed  bans,  on  the  part  «r 
the  United  States,  of  the  commercial  treaty  &bout  to  bo 
formed  in  1815.  It  was  accepted  by  Great  Britain,  so 
&r  as  her  European  possessions  were  concerned,  but  re- 
jected so  &r  as  it  applied  to  her  colonies. 

Now,  sir,  althotif^  the  principles  of  this  act  hare  been 
extended  in  treaties  more  recently  forroe^with  countries 
of  nunor  importance  in  »  cwnmerdal  point  of  view,  yet 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1815  was  the  first  authoritative 
manifestation  by  legislative  authority,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  a  desire  to  place  the  navigation  of  the 
world  upon  a  footing  of  perfect  equality.  When  I  say 
that  the  principles  of  this  act  have  been  extended  in  trea- 
ties formed  since  that  period,  I  mean  that  the  act  in  ques- 
tum  confines  the  foragn  ship  to  the  imptnlatioR  of  the 
poduce  ormanuftcture  of  the  nation  to  which  the  dUp  be- 
long*. The  treaties  with  Guatemala,  «id  some  other  Pow- 
ers, made  by  the  late  administration,  do  not  contun  this 
restriction.  Undoubtedly  could  the  principles  of  tlut  law 
be  thus  extended,  and  the  more  Important  commerciid 
nations  of  the  world  be  induced  to  adopt  reciprocal  mea- 
sores,  the  navigation  of  this  country  would  be  greatly  ex- 
tended. 


But,  Mr.  Premdent,  my  object,  in  diis  part  of  my  argu- 
ment, is  to  show  what  has  heretofore  been  demanded  by 
this  country,  and  what  has  heretofore  been  offered  by  the 
Briti^  Government  in  reference  to  the  colonial  tnule. 

Soon  af^erthe  convention  of  1S15,  Mr.  Madison  directed 
Mr.  Adsjins,  then  in  London,  to  open  a  negotiation  with 
the  British  Government,  upon  several  subjects,  tile  colo- 
nial trade  included.    Mr.  Adams,  with  his  accustomed  dili- 

SEnce*  followed  up  these  inatruetion%  declaring  to  the 
ritish  Government,  on  the  17th  September,  1816,  the 
following  sentiments:  *' In  the  amendments  proposed,  they 
[United  States)  do  not  contemplate  any  intenerence  on 
their  part  with  the  colonial  monopoly  of  Great  Britain.  It 
is  not  asked  that  she  (Great  Britun)  should  renounce  the 
right  of  prohibiting  the  importation  into  her  colonies  from 
the  United  States  of  whatever  articles  she  ouy  ttunk  fit, 
but  that  the  commerce  which  for  their  and  her  own  advan- 
tage Great  Britaui  allows  between  them  and  the  United 
States^  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  of  recipro- 
city as  the  direct  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  was  intended  to  be  placed  by  the  convention 
of3d  Jidy,  1815." 

The  next  month,  however,  Mr.  Adams,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  says:  "  There  is  no  reason  to  expect 
that  any  departure  from  the  p<^cy  alroidy  detenmned 
upon  £by  Great  Britain]  will  take  pbce."  And  fiirther— 
"Any  measures  in  the  spirit  and  with  the  object  of  those 
pnq>oscdat  the  last  session  [nz.  countervailing  restraints] 
ud  then  postponed,  may  be  now  adopted  without  hesita- 
tion. My  own  entire  conviction  is  that  the  operation  of 
such  measures,  if  successful,  willbetheonlyposnblemeans 
of  convincing  this  Government  of  the  expediency  of  relax- 
ing from  the  rigor  of  thdr  exclusive  colonial  system." 
Mr.  Adams*  in  this  letter,  enreasea  the  o|Hiuon  that  the 
nauH  of  the  equalization  of  duties  would  be  to  the  advan* 
tage  of  Great  Britiun,  and  to  our  disadvant^e.  But,  says 
he,  the  principle  was  sanctioned  by  an  act  of  Congress 
before  the  convention  of  3d  July,  1815,  was  ne^tiated." 

We  learn  from  another  letter  of  the  same  mmister,  of 
the  20th  March,  1817,  that  be  had  had  an  interview  with 
LordCastlereagh,  and  was  by  him  informed  that  the  British 
Government  was  not  yet  prepared  to  abandon  tbor  andent 
«Mi«miyi  sTfrstenv  but  they  wne  wiUing  to  extend  to  the 
Viuted  Stotea  tiie  beui^ts  of  the  ftce  port  acts  to  the  fame 
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extent  that  they  were  then  enjoyed  by  the  vessels  of  Eu- 
ropean nations,  and  to  give  a  partial  admission  of  our  ves- 
sels to  the  udand  of  Bermuda  and  to  Turk's  Island;  and  a 
drau^  of  four  articles  was  banded  to  Ux.  Adams,  express- 
ing these  views  in  detiul,  upon  which,  in  the  same  tetter,  he 
says:  "  I  do  not  think  it  posubte  to  make  any  tlung  out 
these  articles,  to  whicbl  can,  undermy  present matmctions, 
agree."  A  copy  of  these  articles  this  ndnister  enclosed 
to  the  Secretary  of  Stat^  and  asks  for  immediate  furtiier 
iostructions. 

I  must  request  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  terms 
proposed  in  these  articles,  in  order  that  we  may  see  how 
tar  the  British  Government  had  relaxed  thnr  oetermiiia- 
tions  with  regard  to  this  intercourse  rince  1794,  m  this 
their  second  oner  of  arrangement  by  treaty;  for  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that  these  articles  contain  the  only  terms  pro. 
posed  by  Great  Britiun  for  regulating  by  convention  this 
trade  since  the  period  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  Itwillbeuse- 
ftil  also  to  inquire  how  lar  these  terms  were  acceptable  to 
the  United  States. 

BythefirBtarticle,tusBritannioMaje8tyconsents^  "That 
any  sloop,  schooner,  or  other  vessel  whatever,  not  having 
more  than  one  deck,  and  owned  and  navigated  by  subjecta 
of  the  United  States,  ma^  import  into  any  of  the  free  ports 
in  his  Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  from  the 
United  States,  any  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  above 
act,  (45th  Geo.  3d,)  being  of  the  growth  or  production  of 
the  United  States;  and  any  coin,  bul^n,  mamonds,  and 
pre<»ouB  stones,  and  ^  aaid  articles  being  of  tbe  growth 
or  production  of  the  Umled  Statesi  and  idso  all  other  arti- 
cles imported  into  the  said  free  ports  by  nrtue  of  tius  con- 
vention, from  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject,  in  all  re- 
jects, to  the  same  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  and 
wall  enjoy  the  same  advantages  as  to  re-exportation  aa 
are  now  applied  to  rimiUr  articles  when  imported  by  au- 
thority of  said  act  from  any  other  foreign  country,  and 
re-exported  from  the  said  possessions  of  bu  Majesty." 

By  this  article,  his  Britannic  Majesty  fiirther  comented, 
that  any  vessel  cff  the  United  Stotea,  as  before  described, 
might  export  from  any  of  dte  said  ports  to  the  United 
States,  rum  produced  in  any  British  colony  or  possession, 
and  all  manner  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
had  been  legally  imported  into  tiie  sud  free  ports,  except 
masts,  yards,  or  bowsprits,  pitch,  tar,  and  birpentine,  and, 
also,  except  such  iron  aa  should  have  been  brought  from 
the  British  colonies  or  plantations  in  America. 

It  was  proposed  to  add  to  the  articlea  emunerated  in  the 
above  cited  act  of  Parliament,  rice,  gnuo,  and  flouT)  and 
these,  too,  might  be  imported  in  American  vesseb  of  one 
deck  into  the  enumerated  free  ports.  The  facilities  grant- 
ed by  the  proposed  convention  to  vessels  of  tliis  countty 
in  these  ports  were  to  be  redprocally  granted  to  Britidt 
vessels  of  a  anular  description,  m  the  ports  of  the  United 
States]  and  if  fiirther  fiwiuties  duringue  existence  crif  the 
proposed  conventitm  riunild  be  afibrded  to  American  vea- ' 
sels  by  Great  Britain,  reciprocal  advantages  were  to  be 
^ven  to  British  vessels  in  our  ports. 

It  was  also  proposed  that  articles  imported  into  the  sud 
free  ports  of  the  Ui^d  States  should  pay  the  same  duties 
as  should  be  made  payable  upon  nmilar  articles  imported 
thither  from  any  other  foreign  country,  and  the  avnerule 
was  to  be  implied  by  the  United  States  in  regard  to  all 
duties  chai^j;eable  upon  artides  under  Hia  proposed 
convention,  exported  from  the  sud  porta  of  the  Uidted 
States.  But  the  King  of  Great  Britun  reserved  expressly 
to  himself  the  rig^t  to  impose  hiriier  duties  upon  all  arti- 
cles allowed  to  be  imported  into  uie  said  ftee  ports  from 
the  United  States,  or  from  any  other  foreign  counti^,  than 
were  or  might  be  chai^;eable  upon  all  riiE&r  articles  whet 
imported  firom  any  of  his  Majesty's  possessions. 

The  second  artide  of  these  proposals  related  to  our  iu- 
tercourse  with  Benuida. 

The  third  to  TuA's  Uand. 
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The  fourth  to  the  narigation  of  the  lakes,  rivers,  and 
water  cooununications^  the  middle  of  which  formed  the 
boundary  between  tibe  United  States  and  the  Bridsh 
American  contiDental  pos8earion1^  and  to  trade  and  com- 
merce by  land  or  inland  navigation.  Tlua  propowtiofv 
Mr.  Prenden^  thus  restricted,  in  terms,  to  vessels  of  a 
nngle  deck,  canfining"  our  trade  to  short  voyages,  to  cer- 
tain q>ecified  ports,  and  to  enumerated  articles*  to  articles 
the  growth  or  production  of  the  United  States,  to  a  direct 
trade,  and  expressly  reserving  to  Great  Britain  the  right 
of  imposing  higher  duties  upon  articles  allowed  to  be  im- 
ported into  the  Briturti  free  porta  from  the  United  States, 
or  from  any  otlter  forei^  country,  than  were,  or  migbt 
be,  chargeable  upon  nmilar  articles  when  imported  from 
any  of  his  Hajes^'s  pussessions,  was  taken  under  advise- 
ment by  the  then  administration  of  this  Government. 
The  reasons  which  rendered  the  proposition  unacceptable 
to  a  highly  respectable  commiltee  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, to  whom  these  articles  were  submitted 
without  expluwtioii  by  that  administration,  are  given  to 
us  in  a  report  of  that  committee  made  on  the  9th  day  of 
February,  1818.  After  ^vin^  in  detail  a  most  gloomy 
picture  of  the  state  of  the  navigation  of  the  United  States 
as  contrasted  with  that  of  Great  BritHin,  employed  in  the 
trade;  after  showing  that  in  1815  the  amount  of  duties 
on  merchandise  impmed  in  American  vessels,  fi-om  the 
British  American  colonies,  bore  4  proportion  to  theamount 
of  duties  on  importations  fivm  thoee  colonies  as  one  to 
four,  and  in  1816  as  me  to  five  and  a  half,  or  as  two  to 
deven,  that  the  amount  merchandise  transported  in 
American  vessels  was  two  miHions  of  dollars,  whilst  that 
transponed  in  Briti^  vessels  was  eleven  millions,  (omit- 
ting fractions  in  botli  instances,)  the  committee  say: 
"  This  intercourse  at>pears  to  the  committee  in  the  worst 
possible  state  as  it  regards  the  navigation  of  tbe  United 
SUte^  while  it  is  in  Uke  best  for  that  of  Great  BriU'm." 
After  declaring  that  repeated  and  unavailing  applications 
had  been  made  to  tbe  British  Gorcmment  to  regulate  this 
trade  by  convention,  the  repoK  proceeds:  '*  It  is  not, 
bowerer,  siirpriung  that  they  have  been  unsuccessful) 
nnce  no  adequate  motive  at  present  exists  to  induce  Great 
Britain  to  arran^  this  intercourse  by  convention.  The 
offer  contained  in  the  articles  annexed  to  this  report,  (the 
four  articles  contained  in  Lord  Castlereagh'a  proportion,) 
the  most  ratimwl  and  reciprocally  advNntu;eou8  of  any 
ever  made,  may  be  consid(u«d  as  dictated  by  a  spirit  of 
accommodation  which,  under  the  pressure  of  adequate 
motives,  might  be  fostered  into  a  determination  to  grant 
all  we  could  reasonably  ask,  or  they  be  expected  to  yield. 
The  three  first  articles,  with  some  practical  modifications, 
would,  by  tbe  adaptation  of  our  commercial  laws  to  tbe 
stipulation  contained  in  them,  confining  the  commerce 
strictly  to  those  artides  whieh  Americans  were  permitted 
to  cany,  place  the  trade  upon  a&  &rorab]e  grounds 
as  could  be  expected.  It  would,  no  doubt,  in  a  ^ort 
time,  be  followed  by  s  complete  abandonment  of  the  re- 
sidue of  the  present  jealous  system  of  exeluaon."  The 
committee,  ho#ever,  commend  the  prompt  rejection  of; 
the  propontion,  because  the  fourth  article  authorized 
British  subjecta  to  carry  on  trade  with  the  Indians  within 
our  juris^ction,  against  the  settled  policy  of  tbe  country. 

This  proportion,  then,  Lord  Castlereaf^  would 
have  been  acceptable  to  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  composed  of  geatlemen  of  great  and 
acknowledged  forecast  in  affairs  of  commerce,  but  for 
their  belief  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Great  Britain  to 
claim  a  participation  in  the  Indian  trade  within  our  own 
limits.  That  the  then  administration  had  other  objections 
to  entering  into  the  proposed  arrangement,  will  be  made 
evident  mm  the  tact  that  the  British  ministry  had  di»- 
elaimed  any  mieb  construction  or  intention,  and  this  was 
known  to  that  MbniiuitTatien.  Mr.  Adain%  in  a  letter  to 
Mb.  Bush,  dated  1st  December,  1818|  BcJcnowledges  the 


receipt  of  a  letter  hearing  date  the  19th  June  precetUng, 
endosii^  his  (Mr.  Ruslt's),  correspondence  witii  Lom 
Castlereagfa,^  relative  to  a  passage  in  a  printed  report  of  a 
cmnmittee  of  the  House  of  RmresentatiTes  to  that  body, 
mentioning  ,the  rejection  by  the  Preudent  of  tbe  four 
articles  oi  which  1  have  spoken,  and  approving  that  re* 
jection  upon  an  idea  entertained  by  the  committee  that 
the  fourth  of  these  articles  would  have  interfered  with  the 
settled  policy  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  In- 
dians within  their  limits.  This  letter  proceeds:  **Thi8  re- 
mark of  tbe  committee  appears  to  have  affected  the  sea* 
sibility  of  the  British  cabinet  upon  two  grounds:  first,  ss 
they  considmd  tliat  the  rejectionof  those  articles  had  not 
been  previously  communicated  to  them^  and,  secondly, 
because  they  thouffht  that  the  article  in  question  did  not 
bear  the  coitfruction,  and  tiiey  explicitly  disclaimed  the 
intention  that  it  should  bear  such  a  construction  as  tbe 
committee  of  Congress  thought  applicable  to  it.** 

The  same  letter  further  proceeds  to  say,  ■*  that  the 
committee  drew  their  own  condusims  upon  tiie  probable 
operation  of  the  articles,  and  particularly  of  the  foiuth. 
They  were  communicated  to  them  without  comment  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive.  They  knew  the  articles  had 
not  been  accepted,  but  the  reasons  of  the  ncm-acceptance 
had  not  been  stated  to  them.  It  is  true  that  the  article 
was  the  same  which,  at  the  negotiation  of  the  commercial 
convention  of  1815.  had  been  offered  by  the  British  pleni- 
potentiariest  that  the  objection  to  it,  now  sugsested  bjr 
the  comntittee,  had,  at  that  time,  been  avowed  by  those 
of  the  United  Statesi  that  the  British  plenipotentiaries  did 
then  disclaim  the  intention  of  giving  it  a  construction 
.  which  would  import  the  admission  of  British  traders  to 
any  intercourse  with  Indians  witiiin  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  did  offer  to  introduce  into  tbe  article 
any  words  which  might  be  necessary  to  g\iard  it  against 
that  construction^  and  that  the  article  was  then  dedined 
upon  another  grountl.'*  Whether  there  was  any  cd>jectioa 
on  the  part  of  the  administration  of  tiiis  Government  st 
that  time,  to  the  three  first  artides,  1  have  net  been  able 
to  discover.  Mor  do  I  find  the  other  ground  of  objection 
to  tile  fourth  article  any  where  specified.  One  thing  is 
evident,  viz.  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
of  the  House  of  Representattves,  in  1818,  considered  the 
terms  offered,  with  some  practical  modifications,  such  as 
ought  to  have  been  accepted,  and  would  so  bare  report- 
ed, had  they  been  infonneil  of  the  true  eonstmction 
given  to  the  ibnrth  article  by  the  Britiidi  Government.  I 
pass  over,  without  comment,  Mr.  President,  the  manner 
in  which  tiiis  proposition  of  the  British  iraniater  was  treat- 
ed by  our  own  Government,  and  shall  make  no  inquiry 
into  the  justness  of  the  complwnts  of  the  English  minis- 
try on  that  account.  It  appears  that,  although  this  pn^K)- 
sition  was  communicated  in  March,  1817,  to  our  tmoister 
in  London,  the  detemunation  of  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  was  made  known  in  England  for  the  first 
time,  through  the  report  of  tlie  comnuttee  to  whidi  I 
have  adverted.  In  conaequence  of  the  views  taken  in 
this  report,  founded  upon  a  mistaken  Construction,  a  bill 
was  reported  by  the  committee,  imponng  burdensome 
charges  upon  the  trade,  if  carried  on  in  British  vessels. 
And  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Oovemm«nit 
of  the  United  States,  a  law  was  psssed  during  this  scsmq 
of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  meetingthe  British  eolo- 
nial  system  by  direct  and  countervailing  prohibition.  That 
act  was  passed  on  the  ISth  April,  1818;  and  notwith- 
standing all  the  complfunts  made  by  the  late  administn- 
tion,  because  the  &moua  act  of  Parliament  of  18^  was 
not  communicated  by  the  (sovernmentof  Great  Britain  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  leUer  of  3]sl 
of  May,  1818.  says  in  reference  to  tbe  »ctoi  Congress 
of  the  18th  a€  April  preceding;  "AlUtot^fa  no  fomal 
commuDication  of  tiualaw  tothe  Britkh  GofenuDeatwiU 
be  nteemuj,  it  may  ntnrsUy  be  eipectedthstitiriB  be 
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noticed  in  your  occasional  eonvemttions  with  Lord  Castle- 
Ki^h."   That  act  closed  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
aAer  the  30th  September,  1818,  agamat  Teasela  owned  by 
BritiBh  subjects,  coming*  from  anjr  port  or  place  ina  colony 
or  territory  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  which,  by  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  were  closed  against 
vessels  owned  by  dtizens  of  the  United  States.    In  the 
hope  tiiat  some  change  had  taken  place  in  tbe  poU^  of 
the  Britishcabhwt  m  relation  to  thh  trade,  and  that  the 
act  of  CcHigress  would  contribute  to  effect  It,-  Mr.  Rush 
was  instructed  in  Hay,  1818,  to  renew  lus  efforts.  And 
one  would  suppose  from  reading  the  correspondence 
which  ensued  between  the  two  Powers  through  their  re- 
spective agents,  that  both  were  anxious  to  come  to  some 
arrangement,  which  ahould  be  mutually  advantageous  and 
satijmtory.   To  this  end,  after  propositions  had  been 
•ubnitted  on  both  side^  Mr.  Adams,  by  his  letter  of  7th 
May,  1819,  directs  Mr.  Rush  to  submit  the  drau^t  of  two 
articiea,  by  way  of  compromise.    By  the  first  of  these 
articles,  the  vessels  of  tne  United  States,  and  those  of 
ISmaX  Britain,  were  to  have  liberty  to  import  into  a  great 
number  of  British  colonial  porta  (particularly  named) 
certain  enumerated  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manu&cture  of  the  United  States,  and  any  other  articles, 
of  the  like  growth,  produce,  ot  manufacture,  tfie  importa- 
tion of  which  riiould  not  be  entirely  prohibited  from 
every  otherforeign  counUy  or  placet  and  vessels  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  at  liberty  to 
export  from  the  said  ports  especially  named  to  any  of  the 
pOTts  of  the  United  States,  mm,  molasses,  and  salt,  being 
<j£  the  growlh,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  dominions,  (British  West  India  islands,) 
Hid  aiqr  odter  articles  of  said  growth,  produce,  or  manu* 
fiu:titre,  the  ezport^ion  of  which  to  any  other  foreign 
country  or  place  rttall  not  be  entirety  pn^ibited.  With 
regard  to  this  portion  of  the  first  article,  however^  Mr. 
Riub  was  instructed  so  fiir  to  modify  it,  if  desired  by  tlie 
Britisb  Government,  as  to  restrict  the  trade  to  the  articiea 
of  import  and  export  particularly  named.   Tlie  vesseb 
of  either  party  employed  in  the  trade  by  this  article  pro- 
vided for,  were  to  be  admitted  into  tbe  ports  of  tbe  other 
as  above  mentioned,  without  paying  any  other  or  higlier 
^ties  or  charges  than  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  by 
the  vessels  of  the  other  party,  and  they  were  at  liberty 
reflectively  to  touch  during  the  same  voyage  at  one  or 
more  of  the  ^Kwe  mentioned  ports  of  the  other  party,  to 
dispose  of  their  inward  and  take  in  outward  cargoes. 
Th'is  article  further  proposed  that  tiiere  dioukl  be  no  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  any  of  the  articles  importable  by 
virtue  of  the  proposed  convention,  whether  imported 
directly  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  ports,  or 
sfirevena,  and  when  imported  in  a  circuitous  manner.  I 
beg  leave  te  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  following  proposed  stipulation  contained  in  this  article: 
"  No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  charged  upon  any  of 
the  above  mentioned  articles,  when  imported,  by  virtue  of 
this  convention,  into  the  Uiuted  States,  or  into  any  of  the 
ports  sfimflud,  ttian  may  be  charged  on  similar  articles 
when  imported  from  any  foreign  country  into  the  United 
States,  or  from  any  otfaercountry  orpku:e  whatsoever,  into 
the  said  ports. 

Now,  sir,  I  find  this  pretension  nowhere  set  up  by 
this  Government  previous  to  the  date  of  this  letter, 
although  it  is  inferred,  from  what  has  fallen  from  an  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  on  a  fbrmer 
occasion,  that  tlus  pretenrion  had  been  set  up  under  Mr. 
Madison*!  adaiuiditraliooi  yet  I  earaiot  find  it  If  it  be 
tme.  ^en,  that  this  ebhn  was  first  made  in  1819)  and  if 
it  be  tTHe  that  a  Secretary  of  State  is  responsible  for 
ittstroetions  to  our  mifusters  abroad,  then  is  the  following 
language  of  Mr.  Tan  Buren'a  instructions  to  Mr.  Mcl^ne 
founded  in  truth:  '*It  should  be  sufficient  that  the  claims 
set  up  by  thrai,  and  which  c«ued  the  interruptimi  <^  the 


trade  in  question,  have  been  explicitly  abandoned  hj 
those  who  first  asserted  them." 

The  law  of  Confess  of  April,  1818,  declsring  "  a  non- 
intercourse  in  Bribsh  vessels  with  por^  closed  by  British 
laws  against  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, "  and  the 
instructions  of  the  administration  to  Mr.  Rush,  heretofor: 
adverted  to,  failing  to  produce  the  desired  result.  Con- 
gress, by  a  supplemental  aei^  passed  on  the  15th  May, 
1830,  closed  the  ports  of  the  United  States  frotp  mnd  after 
the  30th  of  September  of  that  year,  against  British  ves* 
sels  coming  or  arriving  by  sea  from  any  port  or  place  !tt 
any  island,  colony,  or  territory,  or  possession  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica south  of  the  southern  boundsry  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  included  in  the  act  of  April,  1818.  And  British 
West  Indian  or  North  American  produce  was  allowed  to 
be  imported  into  the  United  States  only  direct  from  tiie 
colony,  province,  plantation,  island,  possesrion,  or  place 
of  which  it  was  wholly  the  growtli,  produce,  or  manufiic- 
ture.  In  other  words,  the  act  of  1820  was,  in  the  languid 
of  a  statesman  of  tbst  day,  "a  non-intercourse  in  British 
vessels  with  all  the  British  American  colonies,  and  a  prohi- 
bition of  all  articles  the  produce  of  those  ct^nies,  except 
the  produce  of  each  cdohy  Impwted  cUrectly  from  itieU.* 
By  tills  act  bmds  were  required  ftom  British  vessel! 
sailing  from  the  ports  of  this  country  not  to  land  their 
cargoes  in  any  Bntiah  American  colony. 

The  intercourse  continued  upon  this  footing  until  1823, 
when  Congress,  by  an  act  of  the  6til  of  May  of  that  year, 
in  anticipation,  as  it  is  said,  of  a  law  about  to  be  passed 
by  the  Britisli  Parliament,  provided  that,  on  satisfac- 
tory evidence  being  given  to  the  President  that  the  ports 
in  the  islands  or  cuonlc!  in  the  West  Indiei^  under  the 
dominion  of  Great  Britain,  had  been  opened  to  the  vessel! 
of  the  United  States,  he  should  be  auuiorized  to  issue  hit 
proclamation  declaring  that  the  porta  of  the  United  State! 
should  be  thereafter  opened  to  vessels  of  Great  Britain 
employed  in  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  tiie  United 
States  and  such  islands  and  colonies,  iubject  to  such  re^ 
eiprocftl  rules  and  restrictions  as  the  President  <^  the 
United  States  might,  by  such  proclamation,  make  and 
publish."  ,  The  anticipated  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
passed,  authorizing,  so  &r  as  tiie  United  States  were  con- 
cerned, vessels  of  ue  United  States  to  bring  directly,  and 
not  otherwise,  from  porta  of  the  United  States  to  certain  co- 
lonial ports  particuUrly  named,  and  none  others,  certun 
specified  articles  of  merchandise.  Such  articles  as  connst- 
ed  of  the  productions  of  the  United  States  were  diat^ed 
with  heavy  duties  on  dinr  arrivali  whilsttbe  same  artidea 
might  be  carried  to  the  same  ports,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  British  vessels,  from  a  colony  in  North  America  to  a 
colony  in  the  West  Indies.  Besides,  Mr.  Preudent,  A 
vessel  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  trade  was 
required  to  return  with  its  cargo  proctired  in  a  Bri- 
tish colonial  pott,  directly,  and  not  otherwise,  to  the 
United  States;  and  the  vessels  of  the  United  Statea  were 
required  to  give  an  export  bond  to  land  their  cai|;oe8  at 
the  port!  for  which  Qxf  were  entered.  The  terms  ot 
this  act  of  Parliament,  incomparably  more  unftrorabla 
than  those  of  the  late  arrangement,"  were  so  satw&e- 
tory  to  the  then  administration,  that  the  President^  on  the 
34tit  of  Angust,  1633,  issued  his  proclamation  in  virtue 
of  the  act  of  Cong^ress,  opening  all  the  porta  of  the  United 
States  to  British  vesseb  ennged  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  several  Briti^  colonial  ports  named  in 
tlie  act  of  Parliament,  imporing  restrictions  requiring  th* 
vessel  to  be  Britidi  built,  to  be  owned  by  a  Briti^  sul^ 
ject,  to  be  navigiited  by  a  roaster  and  mree-fourths  of 
the  crew  who  should  also  be  British  subjects;  or  the  ve^ 
Bel  was  required  to  have  been  built  in  the  United  State% 
and  the  proper^  of  a  British  subject,  to  be  pavigated  in 
the  same  manner.  This  proclamation  aho  required  that 
the  cargo  to  be  imported  into  the  Unhed  States  abaold  be 

Digitized  by  VjOOgIC 


727 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


728 


Appropriai^oa  £itt—CoionitU  TViuk* 


[Arau  6»  1833. 


the  (^owth,  produce,  or  nuuiu&cture  of  the  Britiib  iaUnda 
«iid  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  when  imported  from 
l^ence,  wid  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  muiufActure  of  the 
British  colonies  in  North  AmericA,  when  imported  from 
that  qiurter.    Althoiufh  it  was  alleged  by  Great  Britain 
that  there  existed  no  £scriiDinating  tonnage  duties  in  the 
Britidi  colomes  diwdwitageous  to  the  Uoited  States, 
die  ftat«nent  wu  deiued  by  our  GoTernment,  and  Britnh 
ships  were  made  liable,  by  treasury  instructions  to  the  col- 
lectors, to  a  discriminating  tonnage  duty  of  one  dollar  per 
ton,  and  the  cargo  to  ten  per  cent.    This  was  a  subject 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  she  re- 
sorted to  countervaiUng  discriminations.    The  famous 
elsewhere  act  of  Congress  of  Ist  March,  1823,  was  pass- 
ed, wtuch  I  do  not  propose  to  notice  further  than  to  say 
that  tids  word,  elsewhere,  was  not  understood  by  Con- 
Ijress  as  it  was  afterwards  interpreted  by  the  administra- 
tion.   For,  sir,  I  have  heard  you  [Hr.  Sxith]  declare, 
upon  this  floor,  more  thaa  once,  that  not  a  single  member 
of  the  Senate  dreamed  of  setting  up  the  pretension  by 
this  word  implied.    The  Executive,  however,  gave  to 
tlus  word  a  construction  which  recognised  by  &w  the 
pretcnuonsetupinlSr.  Adanw*!  letter  of  1619,  requiring 
that  American  cargoes  should  be  subject  to  no  higher  du. 
ties  or  charges  on  entering  a  British  colonial  port,  than 
nmilar  cargoes  in  British  vesselsshouldbe  subject  to  when 
coining  from  any  other  place  whatsoever.    These  words, 
any  omer  place,  were  intended  to  include  British  colonies 
theotselves.    What  would  gentiemen  say  if  Great  Britain 
should  demand  that  her  vessels  and  cargoes  should  enter 
at  Pensacola  upon  the  same  footiw  with  American  vessels 
and  their  cargoes  sailing  from  I^w  York  to  the  same 
place  ?  It  would  be  d^Nmced  as  tiie  most  imprudent  of 
all  pretennons.   And  yet  shall  we  require  that  our  ves- 
rels  shall  carry  on  a  trade  upon  the  same  ternu  with  a 
British  vessel  suling  from  Halifax  or  Bermuda  to  that 
place?   The  negotiations  which  followed  the  passage  of 
this  law,  were  unmiccessful,  though  continued  down  to 
the  year  1825,  whoi  a  new  era,  with  regard  to  this  long 
aiptated  subject,  was  opened,  by  the  passage  of  three 
acta  of  Parbament,  in  the  months  of  June  and  July  of 
that  year.    As  all  subsequent  negotiations  have  bad  an 
express  reference  to  these  acts,  their  substance  will  be 
collected  from  the  view  I  am  now  about  to  take,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  so  far  from  abandoning  evtry 
chum  set  up  by  this  Government,  in  the  late  arrangement, 
this  administration  has  succeeded,  utd  secured  by  the  ar- 
nngement  every  demuid  vhieh  bad  not  been  ncptidUv 
abandoned  by        - predecessors.    In  conneiion  wiu 
this  new     the  subiect,  I  must  he  permitted  to  notice  tiie 
remarks  which  fell  from  an  honorable  Senator  [Mr. 
WBBSTxa]  at  ui  early  period  of  the  session.    I  will  read 
his  words  so  far  as  I  intend  to-notice  them.    "  Some  time 
vnce,  measures  had  been  taken,  and  negotiations  entered 
into,  the  object  of  which  was  to  place  our  commercial  in- 
tcrcoursc  with  Ute  British  American  colonies  on  terms  of 
leaprocal  advantage.   This  negotiatian  bad  failed,  and 
the  endeavors  to  mue  such  arrangement^  and  fizthe  du- 
ties, on  either  part,  on  some  equal  terms,  so  that  the  duties 
imposed  on  American  vessels  entering  the  British  colonial 
ports  should  be  no  higher  than  those  imposed  on  their 
own  vessels,  were  then  ineffectual.    The  object  of  that 
proposed  arrangement  was  for  the  benefit  of  commerce 
as  well  as  navigation.    Hie  British  Government,  not  con- 
senting to  comply  with  terms  which  that  odnuntstration 
eonsidered  just  and  necessary,  Uie  navigation  was,  by  di- 
rection of  the  Executive,  absindoned:  rince  which  period, 
no  arrangement  bad  been  completed,  in  confonnily  with 
instructions  given  by  the  Government  here  to  the  minister 
at  die  court  of  St.  JameS)  pven,  sir,  in  terms  and  in  a  tem- 

Eer  which  may  very  properly  become  the  subject  of  pub- 
c  exanunation  and  comment  here." 
If  these  icmrks  were  intended  to  convey  indntwtioas 


beyond  tiieir  literal  ezprewon,  or  if  any  of  them  are  lia- 
ble to  more  than  one  interpretation,  I  shall  not  nuike  • 
ungte  comment  on  that  account.  My  scde  inject  is  to 
develop  facts  and  detect  misapprehennon.  That  pubEc 
fame,  which  those  engaged  in  this  negotiation  have  ac- 
quired by  patriotic  efforts  for  a  long  period  of  yean^  i* 
not  to  be  destroyed  in  the  eves  of  the  American  people  by 
insinuation.   I  will  proceed  to  show — 

1.  That  the  late  administration  alone  did  not  endeavor 
to  make  arrangements  and  fix  the  duties,  on  ather  part, 
on  some  equal  bans,  so  that  vessels  entering  the  British 
colonial  ports  should  pay  no  hi|^er  duties  t&ut  those  im- 
posed on  their  own  vesselsi  but  that  the  present  admims- 
tration  endeavored  to  do,  and,  in.  fact,  accompHsbed  the 
same  upon  those  terms  which  the  late  £xe<»itive  conceived 
to  be  just  and  necessary. 

2.  The  navigation  was  not  abandoned  by  the  directios 
of  the  late  P.xecutive,  but  was  held  in  negotiation,  and 
constantly  solicited  from  the  Government  of  Great  Brit»n. 

3.  The  arrangement  subse<}uentiy  made  by  the  present 
adnunistration  was  upon  precisely  the  same  terms  as  those 
conceived  to  be  just  and  niccssary,  and  offered  by  ^eir 
predecessors  afler,  having  i^Huidoned  all  others  Ibqr 
lad  left  nothing  else  to  be  demanded. 

I  will  begin,  nr,  with  the  mission  of  Mr.  Gallatin.  The 
question  is  not  whether  he  was  properly  instructed,  but  how 
he  was  instructed,  and  what  he  did,  and  in  what  state  the 
late  administration  tef%,  and  the  present  found,  the  nego- 
tiation for  the  colonial  trade.  The  first  iostructioiis  to 
Mr.'Gallatin — I  refer,  of  course,  to  published  documents — 
are  dated  the  19th  June,  1826.  In  these,  he  was  infimn^ 
ed— "Mr.  Bush,  in  the  prc^ess  of  Usncgotialioii,  at  the 
third  conference,  offered  two  articles  for  the  regulation 
of  this  trade,  which  were  not  accepted  by  the  British 
plenipotentiaries.  These  articlesembraced  three  leading 
prinraples*.  First,  That  there  should  be  a  mutual  aboli- 
tion of  all  discriminating  or  ^en  dutii3^  so  as, to  place 
British  and  American  vesaeb  en^lOTed  in  the  trade,  and 
tbeir  cargoes,  on  a  fbotiitf  of  perfect  equality;  second. 
That  the  productions  of  £e  United  States,  admitted  into 
a  British  colony,  should  be  subjected  to  no  higher  dutie» 
than  similar  productions  of  another  British  cMony;  and» 
third.  That  the  trade  should  remain  restricted,  as  it  then 
was,  bytiteactsof  Congress  and  Parliament,  accofdingto 
which  it  was  limited  to  a  direct  intercourse." 

This  opportunity  thus  presented  for  a  fovorable  adjust- 
ment of  the  trade,  was  lost,  the  administration  rqccting 
the  terms,  we  are  warranted  in  deeming  faroraU^  be- 
cause subsequently  adopted,  as  sppean  by  the  fidknsing 
paragraph  of  these  instructions:  "  You  wul  observe  that 
the  instructions  now  given  respecting  the  colonial  trade 
amount  to  an  authority,  on  the  j»K  of  this  Government,  to 
you,  to  agree  in  substance  to  the  modification  of  Mr. 
Rush's  proposal  which  was  required  by  the  British  pleni- 
potentiaries. You  will  endeavor  to  make  a  lively  impres- 
sion on  the  British  Government  of  the  conciliatMv  spirit 
of  that  of  the  United  States,  whidk  has  dictated  the  pre- 
sent liberal  ofleri  and  of  their  e^ectation  to  wmet,  in  the 
progress  of  your  negotiations,  with  m  aorres|>oading 
friendly  disposition.  The  object  of  tlus  part  of  your 
instructions  may  be  accomplished,  eiUier  by  inserting  the 
articles  respecting  the  colonial  trade  in  the  general  con- 
vention for  regulating  the  commerce  between  the  two 
countries,  which  wouuL  be  their  moat  fit  position,  or  in  a 
separate  convention.  Whether  the  twoarticlcs  proposed 
bv  Mr.  Rush,  or  the  two  first  proposed  by  tba  British 
plenipotentiaries,  or  others  ^fferently  constnicted,  should 
be  inserted  in  the  convention  which  you  arc  empowered 
to  conclude,  will  depend  upon  the  footii^  on  which  you 
may  ultimately  agree,  tmder  your  instructions,  to  pUce 
the  colonial  trade.  If  you  should  not  be  likely  to  bring 
your  negotiations,  on  the  entire  wbject  of  the  cotnnerce 
between  the  two  cououies  and  their  re^cdire  t»ritcriea. 
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to  ft  concliinon,  in  time  to  prcKnt  the  conrentionf  m 
which  it  is  expected  they  wiU  inaei  to  Congress  during 
its  next  semon,  it  wUl  be  de^rable,  and  joa  are  'accord- 
ingly directed  to  endeavor  to  nuke  a  separate  arrange- 
mentof  the  colonial  question,  so  as  to  enable  the  President 
at  least  to  present  that  before  the  adjournment.  As  to 
the  duration  of  any  general  orparticular  commercial  con- 
ventioa,  to  wtuch  you  may  agree,  it  may  be  limited  to  a 
period  of  about  ten  yearsi  to  which  it  is  adnsable  to  add 
an  article  aindlar  to  the  eleventh  article  of  oar  Danidi 
treaty,  stipulating  that  the  convention  ahaU  continue  in 
force  beyond  the  particular  period  agreed  upon,  until  one 
party  notify  the  other,  in  writing,  oi  his  desire  to  put  an 
end  to  it." 

Ttusretraction  came  too  latet  and  though  every  argu- 
ment of  die  greateit  persoanont  and  which,  iflwasdis- 
poaed  to  imitate  the  example  the  Senator  from  Maine> 
1  miglit  denominate  by  aharsherterm,  tiie British  Govern- 
ment in  a  tone  not  merely  of  defiance,  but  in  the  last  de- 
gree offensive,  at  least  as  much  so  as  the  luting  sarcasm  of 
Mr.  Canning  could  make  it,  shut  the  door  of  negotiation, 
and  |>eremptorily  refused  to  open  it 

Neither  the  tone  nor  the  indigni^  of  this  outrage  pass- 
ed unheeded  by  the  adminiatiation)  and  by  the  second  set 
onnstructiona  furoiilied  Mr.  Gallatin,  November  llth,  1806, 
the  feelings  of  the  adnunistration  were  fuDy  manifested. 

They  Iwd  no  alternative  but  to  stopi  and  accordingly 
Hr.  GaUatin  was  informed— "As  the  only  alternative  which 
the  course  adopted  by  that  Government  has  left,  the  Pre- 
sident  has  determined  to  give  a  signal  proof  of  hia  anxious 
rnuik  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  between  the  t«-o 
Governments,  by  laying  the  whole  of  the  corremmdenee 
which  has  passed  between  them  on  this  subject,  inclading 
the  instructions  of  our  several  nunisters  at  the  court  of  St. 
James,  before  Congress,  at  its  next  session.  The  wisdom 
of  that  body,  in  the  actual  state  offings,  is  alone  compe- 
tent to  decide  whether  the  colonial  intercourse  shall  re- 
mun  closed,  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment, as  manifested  in  the  late  order  in  council,  and 
whether  that  portion  of  it  left  open  by  the  order  shall  re- 
main opent  at  on  what  conditions,  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  Congress  is 
willinj^  the  trade  should  be  placed. 

"  You  will  accompany  the  communication  of  the  sub- 
stance of  this  despatoh,  or  the  substance  of  such  part  of  it 
as  you  may  not  have  anticipated  in  any  answers  to  Hr. 
Canning's  note,  presented  from  yourself  to  the'  Britiflh 
Government,  with  the  assurance  that,  notwithstanding 
dieir  present  deoinon,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  at  all  times  hereafter,  will  be  ready,  at  Wadiii^- 
Uai  or  at  London,  to  treat  of  the  colonial  interoourae  when- 
ever it  may  be  their  desire  or  inclination  to  negotiate  on 
that  subject" 

If  the  matter  had  ended  here,  then  there  might  have 
been  some  pretence  for  saying  that  the  navigation  had 
been  "  abaiwoD^"  by  tbe  direction  of  the  Executive. 

After  tUs,  however,  tiie  late  admlnlMnition  laid  the 
whole  case  before  Congress,  as  Mr.  Gallatin  was  instructed 
to  inform  the  British  Government  they  would  do,  and 
that  body  rose  mthout  paanng  any  law  on  the  subject. 

In  the  kat  attempt  made  under  the  instructions  of  No- 
vember, 1836,  the  difficulty  was,  that  our  Government  in- 
nsted  upon  an- arrangement  by  treaW,  and  Great  Britain 
upon  regulating  the  trade  by  mutual  legislation:  on  evety 
other  pomt  we  had  waived  our  previous  pretensions;  this 
alone  reraaincd^-Huid  we  stood  pledged  by  our  uutruc- 
tiom  to  Nr.  Gallatin,  commumcated  to  Mr.  Caomng,  not 
to  move  a^iaia  until  the  British  Government  should  renew 
tike  n^otntitm  at  Washington.  In  this  event  [if  Great 
Britun  would  negotiate  at  Washington,]  the  navigation 
was  not  "  abandoned"  by  the  direcoon  of  tbe  Executive, 
but  reserved  mere^  for  the  action  of  tbe  British  Oovenw 
Bent.  TlwiiwdeBocof  Itr.  GMmiag'atoBewwiufflaent 


^  remove  it  from  about  the  palace  of  St  James,  after  the 
door  had  been  shut  injuriously  in  our  face;  hut  we  retreat- 
ed, saying  to  Mr.  Canning — notwithstanding  your  dis- 
courtesy, if  you  will  come  to  our  house,  we  wUI,  rather 
than  abandon  the  navigation,  treat  with  you  again. 

Congress  having  risen  without  le^slating,  Mr.  Adams 
issued  ms  proclamation,  reviring  the  laws  interdicting  the 
trade  with  the  British  free  ports;  and  so  the  trade  was 
cloKd:  and,  if  he  had  stopped  here,  there  would  havs 
been  a  pretence  Tor  abandoning,  being  forced  to  do  so, 
the  navigation. 

But  the  late  administration  did  not  continue  even  in  thia 
mood  long,  and,  on  the  11th  April,  1837,  fumi^edMr. 
Gallatin  further  instructions,  authorizing  him  to  announce 
to  the  British  Goremment  the  acquiescence  ivf  this  in  the 

firopoailion  that  tile  eoloirial  trade  shoold  be  regulated  by 
aw,  and  to  ascertain  the  diqtosition  of  tiie  Briti^  Go- 
vernment to  open  the  trade  by  separate  acta  of  regulation! 
This,  too,  after  their  previous  stand,  and  before  Great 
Britun  had  made  any  overture  for  negotiation ! 

Here  was  no  abandonment,  surely;  on  the  contrarr,  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiation  for  the  trade  on  tiie  British 
Government's  own  terms,  and  after  die  had  peremptorily 
refused  to  negotiate,  and  before  she  had  signified  tlw 
aligfatcatdi^KMition  to  renew  the  affiur  tt  Washington. 

Why  this  graoooa  advance  was  unnoticed,  does  not  ap- 
pear from  the  pubUshed  correspondence.  It  is  enoum 
for  our  present  purpose  tliat  K  was  made.  But  we  shoiOd 
not  forget  to  inquire  how  it  was  made,  wheir  the  **  volun- 
tary abandonment"  of  the  past  is^  with  disingenuous  disre- 
gard of  &ct,  set  in  strong  contrast  with  tbe  "supplicatory 
tone"  of  the  present  adnunistration. 

Instead  of  remuning  on  our  ground  until  Great  Britiun 
renewed  the  negotiation  at  washfaigton,  or  atoned  fi»r 
Mr.  Canning's  letter,  we  crossed  the  mter,  uid  once 
more  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  palace  of  8t.  James! — 
knocked  at  that  door  to  reiterate  our  former  demands,  on 
which  we  had  already  solemnly  declared  we  would  abide? 
No  such  thing.  To  announce  our  determination  to  aban- 
don the  navigation  which  we  could  not  now  accept  with- 
out the  sacrince  of  our  national  h<mor  and  digni^f  No 
such  thing.  We  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  palace  of  St 
James,  to  mi^e  known  our  willingness  to  accept,  and  invite 
Great  Britidn  to  allow  us  to  accept,  those  very  terms  wUch 
we  bad  refused  to  take,  before  that  door  of  the  palace  of 
St  James  bad  been  unceremoniously  shut  in  our  face!! 

For,  in  tbe  last  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  GalUtin, 
dated  11th  April,  1827,  immediately  on  the  heels  of  the 
prodamation  of  17th  March  preceding,  he  was  instructed 
to  inform  tbe  Britirii  Govonment  that  we  would  mive 
our  former  objection,  that  we  ourselves  preArred  an  ar- 
rangement by  law  to  one  by  trea^;  and  oe  was  express- 
ly directed  to  communicate  to  the  British  Government 
that  **  the  President  is  willing  to  recommend  to  Con- 
gress, at  i^  next  sesuon,  1st,  to  suspend,  as  to  the  British 
Government,  the,  alien  du^  on  vessels  and  cargo,  and  to 
allow  the  entiy  mtogur  porta  of  Briliah  vesaela  uden  with 
the  same  kindt  of  British  or  Bntiah  colonial  produce  ai 
American  vessels  can  lawfully  import,  the  British  vessel 
paying  no  higher  charges,  of  any  kind,  than  American 
vessels  are,  under  the  same  circumstancei^  bound  to  pay: 
and,  3dly,  to  abolish  the  restrictions  contained  in  tiie  act 
of  the  Ist  March,  1833,  confining  the  trade  to  a  direct  in- 
tercourse between  the  colonies  and  the  United  States)  the 
effect  of  which  will  be  to  leave  Great  Britain  in  the  exclu- 
nve  posseavon  of  the  circuitous  trade  between  tbe  United 
Kinf^m  and  tbe  United  States,  through  the  Britidi  coto- 
nies.  You  will  inquire  whether,  if  Congress  duwld  past 
a  law  to  the  above  effect,  tbe  order  in  coundl  of  July  last 
wilt  be  revoked;  the  disctintinating  duties,  operating  to 
the  ^sadvantage  of  our  vessels  in  the  British  colonial 
ports,  will  be  abc^dwdt  and  eurvesaels  suffered  to  enj<^ 
die  prinlcgea  of  trade  and  intercoune,  according  to  the 
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enactments  of  the  act  of  Purliament  of  the  5th  of  July* 
1835:*'  ftnd  the  iiutructioiu then  proceeds" Should  the 
intereount  tie  opened  on  the  id>o¥e  conditional  the  Aine< 
rican  Government  will  have  wwT«d  the  demand  here- 
tofore  made,  that  our  produce  should  be  received  into  the 
British  colonial  ports,  paying  no  higher  duties  than  similar 
produce  pays  in  those  ports  when  imported  from  other 
poru  of  the  British  possesnons.  We  should  have  regard- 
ed the  above  inquiry  altogether  unneccnaty,  and  thia«  at 
a  matter  of  course,  the  privileges  of  the  act  of  ParGament 


mtuld  be  extended  to  our  navigation,  upon  the  paaNgeof  joymentby  the  UnKed  States  of  the  advantages  of  the  act 
such  an  act  of  Congreaa  a^i  the  President  now  offisrs  to  re*  of  Pa  " 


ijrresB 

commend,  but  for  the  declaration  contuned  in  Mr.  Can- 
ning'anote  of  llth  September  last  According  to  that 
declaration,  the  British  Government  announced,  that  *  af- 
ter having  been  compelled  to  apply  to  any  country  the 
interdict  prescribed  bv  the  act  of  1^25,  tt  cannot  hold  it- 
self bound  to  remove  the  interdict,  aa  a  matter  of  oourae, 
whenever  it  may  happen  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
fiireign  Government  to  reconuder  the  measure  by  which 
the  application  of  that  interdict  was  occaKOned.' " 

The  directions  in  these  invtructions  were  communicated 
to  the  British  Government  by  Hr.  Gallatiii,  in  his  two  let- 
ters to  Lord  Dudley,  of  4th  of  June  and  17th  of  August. 
1827. 

How  these  were  received,  the  Senate  mav  know  by  re- 
ftrring  to  Hr.  GaUatin's  letter  to  Mr.  Clay  of  IMi  Sep. 
tember,  1837,  and  LakI  Dudley's  letter  to  Mr.  GaUatm, 
of  1st  October,  1827. 

Tlie  substance  was,  that  Great  Britain  declined  acting 
until  a  Uw  should  be  passed,  which  she  might  judge. 

To  Mr.  Gallatin  succeeded  Mr.  Barbour,  at  Uie  court  of 
St.  Jamesi  (I  pass  over  Hr.  Kingt)  and,  although -his  in- 
structions have  not  been  made  ptwlic,  I  suppose  there  can 
be  little  doiibt  that  he  was  directed  to  sound  Great  Britain 
upon  the  subject,  and,  if  be  found  her  disposed  to  nego- 
tiate, to  renew  Hr.  GaUatin's  proposition. 

In  1839»  Hr.  HcLane  succeeded  Mr.  Barbour. 

Un  his  arrival  in  London,  as  appears  from  his  corre- 
spondence, he  renewed  the  proportion  substantially,  and 
almost  in  words  the  same  as  Mr.  Gallatin  had  made  it. 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter'  of  17th  Aiwust,  1837,  to  Lord 
Dudley,  says:  "  The  President  of  the  United  States  is  wil- 
ling to  recommend  to  Coiq;reas,  at  iti  next  session,  1st,  to 
open  again  tlie  ports  of  the  United  SUtes  to  British  ves- 
sels coming  from  the  British  coltmies,  allowing  the  entry, 
into  the  said  ports,  of  British  vessels  kden  with  such  Bri- 
tish.produce  or  produce  of  the  British  colonies  as  American 
vessels  can^  lawfully  import,  without  paying  any  alien  or 
discriminating  duties,  and  on  payment  only  of  the  same, ' 
and  no  higher  duties  or  charges  of  any  kind,  on  either  ves- 
sels or  cai^;oM.  than  are,  under  the  same  circumaUnces, 
payable  by  the  American  vcsieU  or  ca^oest  3dly,  to 
abolish  the  restriction  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March,  1833,  which  confines  the  trade  to  a  direct  inter- 
course between  the  British  colonies  and  the  United  States. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  will  be  to  leave  Great  Britain 
in  the  exclusive  poesessioa  of  the  circuitous  trade  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Ututed  States,  through  the 
British  colonies.  All  the  proviMons  in  former  acts  of  the 
American  Government  which  had  been  deemed  objection- 
able by  that  of  bis  Majesty,  will  thereby  be  repealed. 
The  concUtion  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Parliament,  (of 
1635,)  as  it  is  now  understood,  will  be  fulfilled." 

I  might  now  stop,  uid  ask  the  Senator  from'  Mune,  [Mr. 
HoLxxB,]  who  has  surreodeied  every  dound  em  made 
by  this  Government.' 

.  Now,  air,  I  will  show  you  the  propontion  submitted  hj 
Mr.  McJUne.  That  gentleman  propoMd  *'  that  the  Go- 
Temment  of  the  United  States  should  now  comply  witti 
theconditionsftf  the  aetofParliament  of  July  5tb,  1835, 
hf  an  express  law  opening  Uieir  ports  for  ^  adn^apon  of 
BritiBh  Tcaselih  and  by  allowing  thur  enti7  with  the  wme 


kind  of  Briti^  cc4ooial  produce  as  may  be  imported  in 
American  vessels,  the  vessels  of  both  oountriea  pa^rii^  the 
same  charge^  subtending  the  alien  duties  on  British  ves* 
sels  and  cargoes,  and  d>oIt^ing  tlw  restrictions  In  the  act 
of  Confess  of  1823,  to  the  direct  tntercoune  between 
the  Umted  States  and  the  British  colooiest  and  that  such 
a  law  should  be  immediately  followed  by  a  revocalKm 
of  the  British  orders  in  couocA,  of  37tb  «^  Juhr,  1836^ 
the  abolition  orstt^ndon  <^  all  discrimbiatingJutiea  on 
American  vessels  in  the  Britirii  colonial  ports,  and  the  en> 


Parliament  of  the  5th  July,  1835. 
Now,  Hr.  Preadent,  let  me  inquire  in  what  these  pro- 
positions of  Hr.  Gallatin  and  Mr>  McLane  differ. 

Both  propositions  claim  to  enjoy  .the  privileges  of  trade 
and  intercourse  accordii^  to  the  enactments  of  the  act  trf 
Parliament  of  the  5th  July,  1635. 

Both  propoee  to  campfy  with  tba  oonditions  of  that  act 
of  Pariiament  by  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

-Both  propose  to  open  the  ports  the  United  States  to 
British  vessels  allowing  the  entry  intoauch  ports  ofBritMi 
vessels  laden  witii  sucli  British  produce  as  American  ves- 
sels might  import,  paying  the  same  charges. 

Both  propose  suspending  all  aUen  or  discriminating 
duties. 

Both  propose  tosboltah  the  restrictiooa  contained  in  the 
actofCongreaaofHarch,  1833,  whicfa  confined  the  trade 
to  a  direct  intercourse  bctwcra  the  Brhiah  eolonoet  and 
the  United  SUlcs. 

Now,  to  this  propotttion  nude  by  Hr.  McLane,  he  ad- 
hered to  the  letter,  never  claiming  an  iota  b<7and  it. 
And  be  it  especiaHy  noted,  he  convinced  Great  Bntain  tliat 
it  was  the  interest  of  both  natioiw  to  acoooaplMi  the  ap- 
rangement  it  contemplated,  and  he  aeoonpliab  it.  It 
was  all  that  was  leA--«ven  ithad  been  reAised,  and  yet  be 
obtained  it. 

The  propositioa  was  just  and  neoasaary  in  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Executive,  for  be  and  bis  adminiatratioa  had 
made  it — and,  certainly,  if  it  were  not  inglorious  in  the 
late  administration  to  fail  with  such  a  propention,  it  can- 
not be  so  fbr  the  present  to  have  succeeded  in  it. 

The  President  issued  his  proclamation  to  carry  the  ar- 
rangement into  ^ccti  both  partiei  understanding  that 
the  principlesof  theBrtdsbactof  1835  were  adopted  by- 
it.  The  British  order  in  coundl  ^ows,  oondusively,  thM 
such  was  the  understanding  of  the  Britbh  Government. 

But  it  has  been  followed  by  new  regulations  affectiiig- 
our  navigation.  Now,  when  the  British  Government  as- 
sented to  the  proposed  arrangement,  th^  reserved  tliia 
righttaodMr.  McLMe*a  letter,  communicated  to  the  Se- 
nate, hut  confidentially,  and  afterwards  published,  atatea 
this  fact.  Here  was  the  opportunity  for  gentlemen  to  hare 
found  fault  Why  did  they  mtherixe  the  prechmation  of 
the  Prendent,  if  they  believed  the  ami^ement  bad  been 
made  at  any  sacrifice  of  the  natitmal  honor,  and  sufi^  the 
arran^meiit  to  be  carried  into  effect.'  Why  not  then  stop 
iand  vuidieate  our  national  character.' 

Mr.  MclAnc,  in  his  letter  of  the  ^Hh  August  1830,  to 
Hr.  Van  Burai,  accompanntur  the  arraiweoient,  says: 
"  Thouc^  it  oiagr  be  probable  ttiat  the  schedule  of  duties 
adopted  contempoianeou<Jy  with  the  act  (rf*  Parliament  of 
the  5th  July,  1835,  wiU  be  hereafter  modified,  the  effect 
must  be  the  more  severely  felt  by  the  West  Indian  planter, 
already  overburdened,  than  by  our  merchantt  and  in 
this  there  ia  a  safe  guaranty  i^inst  ai^  excesave  al- 
teration. There  is  good  reason  to  believe,  moreover,  that 
such  modification,  whenever  it  ahaU  be  made,  inll  consist 
in  redueuigthedntren  10010  ia^Mirfeuit  artlde%  wUleit 
mqr  increase  it  in  othm,  and  tiwtow  trade,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, will  not  he  materially  affected.  This  modilicauon, 
however,  is  not  a  part  (tf  the  present  artai^^ement,  and 
wiU  tbereftee  depend  opoo  fiitura  eontingeiieicib  of 
wUch  each  natkm  will  be  free  to  take  advantage,  and 
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more  pirticutuiy  to  resort  to  ceuntemuling  duties,  if  that 
eoone  be  deemed  expedient.  On  thia  question  we  will 
dw«yi  have  the  West  Indian  interest  on  our  side;  and  that, 
after  the  concessions  heretofore  made,  is  all  we  can  ex- 
pect The  ami^iBent  noir  proposed  will  restore  to  our 
TMsets  liie  direct  tnMle  with  the  Bti^  colonial  ports,  and 
jdaeethe  narigation  of  both  countries,  in  that  trade,  opon 
an  equal  footing*-  We  mvj  safely  rety  upon  the  skill  and  en- 
tcrpnse  of  the  American  merchant  s  to  aocomplish  the  rest.  '* 

Pot  the  present,  let  it  be  observed  that  the  object  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  proposition  was  to  place  the  vessels  of  both 
nations  on  an  equal  fiioting  in  tiie  direct  trade.  Mr. 
McLane'a  propoeition  snbstuitially,  and  almost  in  words 
the  same,  md  the  same  object.  And  the  duties  on  Ame- 
rican and  British  vessels,  in  the  direct  trade,  are  the  same 
preraeljF  as  they  would  have  been  had  Mr.  Gallatin  auc- 
eeeded,  ezceptu^  so  fiir  as  they  have  been  altogfether 
abolished  on  the  vessels  of  both  nations,  unless  we  can 
suppose  that  the  Bntish  Government  would  have  been 
unmindful  of  interests  which  had  grown  up  during  the 
&ne  of  a  suspension  of  tiie  intercourse. 

But,  Kv,  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  I  am 
wrong  in  this  belief.  Would  not  the  British  Government 
have  had  the  riglit  to  modify  the  schedule  of  datiei^  had 
Mr.  Gallatin  succeeded? 

Why  was  it  that  this  Government  m  long  and  so  perti- 
nacioaiirty  contended  for  a  trea^  arrangement?  Doubt- 
lea,  that  when  effected  it  would  be  more  permanent. 
But  suppose  the  arrangement  to  have  been  made  by  trea- 
ty,  is  it  probable  that  it  would  have  contuned  an  article 
ftxing  the  dutieif  We  surely  could  not  ask  it,  unless  we 
tendered  an  equivalent,  by  flxii«  dutiet  to  be  by  us  im- 
posed upon  British  colmiial  productlona.  And  what  ad- 
mimstmtion  would  dare  so  fiu-  to  depart  from  the  settled 
habit  of  this  country,  as  to  fix  upon  a  rate  of  duties  in  any 
other  mode  tiian-by  law?  With  a  view  of  prejudicing  this 
administration,  as  1  very  well  remember,  it  was  asserted, 
and  published  inall  the  opposition  newspapers  of  the  day, 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  instructed  llr.  HcLane  to  stipu- 
late for  a  modification  of  our  tariff  laws.  The  statement 
tiu*ned  out  to  be  altogether  unftninded.  The  avowed  rea- 
son, on  the  part  of  tlie  Brit  sb  Government,  for  preferring 
mutual  legislation  to  treaty  stipulatiuns,  hu  uniformly 
been,  that  in  the  one  case  changes  could  be  made,  and 
not  in  the  other.  Hr.  Gallatin,  in  bis  letter  to  Lord  Dud- 
ley, upon  this  subject,  expressly  says;  •*  There  ii,  indeed, 
this  advantage  in  legislatrve  reflation  over  conventional 
anmngement,  in  respect  to  subjects  not  fully  tested  by  ex- 
perience, tiiat  what  mc^  be  deemed  concessuon  by  either 
party,  may,  at  any  time,  be  modified  if  found  injurious.** 

it  It  a  litite  Mngular,  that,  after  contending  so  long  for 
conventional  arrangement  and  then  abandoning'  that 
ground  in  Uxor  oi  mutual  legislation,  because  acU  uf  le- 
fffadation  could  at  any  time  be  mod.fied,  the  {rieitds  of 
Uie  late  administration  should  now  cry  out  against  mutual 
legialation»  because  the  British  Government  have  done  that 
which  tiiey  always  urged  they  intended  to  naerve  the 
ri^rhtto  do.  Lord  Aberaeen  infurmed  Mr.  McLane,  **  that 
the  act  Of  1835  itself  was  but  a  legislative  measure,  liable 
to  be  repealed  whenever  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  or 
her  colonies,  made  it  desirable.  The  schedule  of  duties 
attached  to  this  act  had  undei^ne  a  modification  before 
Mr.  Gattatin  submitted  his  last  proposition." 

But,  sir,  it  was  urged  that  Mr.  MclJuie  was  notified  be- 
fore the  arrangement  was  made,  that  the  schedule  of  duties 
would  be  modified.  This  is  true,  and  the  character  oF 
the  |m>posed  modification  was  described  also.  lArd  Aber- 
deen declared  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Britiah  Government  to  make  any  alteration  in  her  com- 
mercial policy;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  advised  Mr. 
MclAne  that  it  wis  in  contemplatiun  to  introduce  tome 
modificAtiona,  with  cview  more  efTectually  to  support  the 


his  Majesty  would  look  to  interests  which  had  been  inci- 
dentally fostered  by  a  suspension  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  colonies.  Now,  m,  the 
only  difference  in  the  two  cases,  under  the  two  adminittra* 
tions,  connats  in  a  rank  avowal,  on  the  part  of  the  Btitidi 
Goverhmentr  of  the  sort  of  mo^ficationt  they  had  in  vftw 
with  regard  to  the  late  arrangement,  and  no  avowal  at  all 
upon  the  subject  of  the  late  administration,  but  a  poritive 
refusal  to  arrange  at  all. 

This  modification  would  have  taken  place  undoubtedly, 
had  the  avowal  not  been  made;  and  my  word  for  it,  sir, 
when  thus  made,  it  would  not  have  been  coropUined  of. 

Whose  firah  was  it  tiiat  there  was  any  necessity  fo^  a 
modification?  The  terms  of  the  act  of  Fariiament  of  1835 
were  open  to  us  as  well  as  to  tiie  rest  of  the  world.  A 
whole  year  was  given  to  us  to  make  up  our  minds  about 
it.  We  declined  pstung  a  corresponding  act,  and  Great 
Britain  considered  herself  bound  to  interdict  the  direct 
trade.  From  that  period  to  the  conclusion  of  the  late  ar- 
rangement, the  course  of  trade  had  faised  up  interests  in 
some  of  the  colonies  whicli  required  a  temporary  protec- 
tion. Cotild  we,  in  decency,  ask  to  be  restored,  nunc  pro 
iwte,  to  the  state  uf  things  u  they  were  in  1825,  without 
consenting  that  Great  Britain  should  perform  this  act  of 
duty,  with  regard  to  interests  which  had  been  fontered  by 
the  acts  of  Government? 

Sir,  this  protection  has  been  afforded  to  these  interests 
of  accidental  growth,  but  in  the  mildest  form.  The  act 
of  Parliament  of  the  33d  April,  1831,  is  a  repealing  act 
throuRhoutf  and  on  all  articles  except  white  and  ydlow 
pine  staves  and  heading,  the  duties  are  the  same  aa  under 
the  schedule  of  1835,  unless  where  the  duties  are  entirely 
repealed.  On  bread,  biscuit,  flour  or  meal,  not  of  wheat. 
Peas,  beans,  rye,  oats,  barley,  Indian  com,  rice,  and  live 
itcck,  are  allowed  to  be  imported  in  the  direct  trade  to 
the  West  Indies  duty  free;  and  no  duty  whatever  is  pay- 
able on  Qic  importation  of  American  produce  into  tiie 
Northern  colonies.  Upon  the  pine  staves  and  heading, 
however,  the  duties  are  increased,  and  are  to  remain  iik* 
creased  until  1st  July,  1834,  after  which  time  they  are  to 
fall  to  tiie  standard  of  1835.  Whatever  interruption  may 
be  occasioned  to  the  interests  of  any  set  of  men  in  an^ 
section  of  the  country,  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  modi- 
fication is  upon  tile  whole,  considering  the  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  navigation  of  tlie  whole  country,  i^van- 
tageoua  to  the  people  of  the  United  States?  Farmers 
are  undoubtedly  benefited!  >n>y  I  not  ask  the  Senap 
tor  from  Maine,  whether  even  the  price  of  lumber  has 
not  increased  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  the  demand  for 
■hips  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  his  own  State,,  since  tlie  ar- 
rangementr  I  am  Informed,  upon  good  authority,  titat 
such  is  the  fiict.  The  documents  before  us  show  conclu- 
sively that  already  has  our  navigation  employed  in  this 
trade  doubled.  I  hold  a  statement  in  my  hand,  upon 
which  reliance  may  be  placed,  dhowing  that  in  1831  the 
arrivals  frtHn  the  West  lnd;es,  in  the  port  of  New  Tork, 
had  swelled  to  within  seven  of  the  whole  number  of  arriv- 
als from  Europe  in  that  port  during  the  same  ye'ar:  of  the 
number  of  these  arrivaU  from  the  West  Inflies,  only  sev- 
enty were  British,  and  five  hundred  and  twenty  American. 
There  is  one  fact,  however,  that  deserves  notice.  The 
American  vessels  employed  in  this  trade  are  generally  of 
the  smaller  class;  and  will  gentiemen  say  that  this,  too,  it 
the  fiuilt  of  the  arrangement?  Is  any  tiling  said  in  this 
arrangement  to  limit  the  intercourse  to  d^pt  of  seven^ 
ton^  or  to  vessels  of  one  deck?  No,  nrt  and  why  then 
cannot  our  traders  employ  as  large  vessels  at  the  En^sh 
in  this  trade'  1  will  tell  you  why.  Our  tariff  laws  ex- 
clude tiie  heavy  articles  of^  West  India  production.  Upon 
rum  the  duty  is  prohibitory,  and  upon  sugar  very  high. 
We  can  only  bring  from  the  West  Indies  light  articles, 
whilst  an  English  ship  may  come  to  our  ports  and  take  in 


iatcKitt  of  the  British  Nortii  American  cdoiue*.   Tbatfaoargo  for  me  West  lodiiei^  and  there  exchange  it  for  a 
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cftTgo  of  sugar,  and  carry  it  to  England  upon  aduty  which 
is  very  light,  if  there  be  a  du^  at  alX  and  thiu  profit^ly  em- 
ploy a  large  ship  for  a  long  and  triangular  voyage.  The 
American  ship  is  confined  to  light  commodities  hy  our  own 
leipslation.  Permit  American  merchants  to  import  heavy 
articles  profitably,  and  they  will  soon  employ  large'  ships. 

Mr.  Preudent,  it  is  stud  that  British  navigation  has  in- 
creased as  well  as  our  own,  and  therefore  the  arrangement 
ifl  a  bad  one.  Indeed!  After  tiiis  Government  bu  been 
struggling  ever  since  ^  late  war  to  indace  Great  Britain 
to  believe  that  the  mutual  interests  of  both  countries  re- 
qtui:ed  this  trade  to  be  opened;  after  it  is  done,  we  are  to 
turn  round  and  complun  of  it  because  the  English  get 
some  benefit  as  well  as  ourselves.  Do  gentlemen  seri- 
ously beheve  tliat  Great  Britain  can  ever  ne  brought  to 
agree,  out  of  mere  kindness  to  the  United  States,  to  upset 
her  old  colonial  system,  and  give  to  the  United  States  the 
monopoly  of  tbU  trade  *   And  f  et  nothing  else  vill  satisfy 

fmtlemen,  at  least  as  long  as  this  administration  continues. . 
fear,  sir,  that  gentlemen,  in  looking  back  upon  the  pros* 
perous  condition  of  this  intercourse  at  former  periods, 
do  not  reflect  upon  the  causes  which  gave  rise  to  it;  tiiat 
a  state  of  war  forced  upon  the  British  Government  the 
openine  of  these  ports.  They  forget  that  the  West  In- 
dies belong  to  a  foreign  sovereign,  and  that  the  British 
Governmrnt  has  the  same  ri|^U  over  their  colonies  that 
it  ever  had.  We  have  no  right  to  monopolize  the  trade 
of  those  colonies;  and  we  must  calculate  to  allow  the  Eng- 
Ksh  nation  some  advantages,  and  not  claim  every  thing 
for  ourselves.  It  was  upon  thisidea  that  this  Government 
has  constantly  labored  to  show  that  the  opening  of  these 
ports  would  be  mutually  advantageous  to  both  countries. 

Mr,  President,  the  basis  of  this  arrangement  is  the 
legislation  of  the  %wo  countries.  The  faith  of  neither 
country  is  pledged  to  muntun  Us  own  le^slation  upon  its 
present  fbotingi  so  far  from  it,  it  was  understood  by  both 
Governments,  that  such  changes  could  be  made  as  either 
found  it  its  interest  to  make.  Why,  then,  instead  of  at- 
tacking this  administration,  do  not  gentlemen,  who  are 
members  of  this  body,  assert  the  interests  of  the  country, 
by  brining  forward  some  proposition  to  countervail  the 
aUeged  injurious  operation  of  the  arrangement,  as  founded 
upon  British  laws^  Surely  the  Senators  from  Maisachu* 
setts  and  Maine  grossly  nolate  th«r  du^  to  their  consti- 
tuents, by  not  coming  forward  to  rescue  their  navigation 
from  the  ruin  which  they  say  awaits  it.  It  can  be  done 
by  legislation  alone.  The  President  and  his  cabinet  can- 
not originate  a  law,  and  they  have  done  nothingto  prevent 
the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  from  exercising 
the  common  right  of  either  to  introduce  and  pa&s  bills. 
And  my  word  for  it,  sir,  if  Congress  choose  to  pass  any 
law  to  put  an  end  to  this  anmngement,  and  the  navigation, 
commerce,  and  aj^iculturt;  tn  the  country  shall  be  by 
Congress  deemed  injuriously  affected  by  it,  the  Preudent 
will  not  veto  the  law.  In  all  &irness  and  honesty  let  Sena- 
tors who  compWn  apply  the  remedy,  which  is  in  their 
own  hands,  and  without  whom  no  change  can  take  place. 
The  gratification  alTorded  by  this  opposition  to  an  arrange- 
ment, for  no  other  reason  than  simply  because  i(  was 
made  by  tliis  administration,  may  reach  the  hearts  iA 
individuals.  But  the  course  itself  will  neither  satisfy 
the  public  wiA,  nor  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  will  say,  as  they  should  sur,  if  it  is  wrong,  it 
u  in  your  power  to  correct  itt  and  if  you  do  not  do  it, 
you  are  unworthy  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

It  has  been  stated  from  various  sources,  and  in  various 
forms,  that  the  honor  of  the  country  has,  somehow  or 
other,  been  compromitted  by  the  manner  in  which  this 
negotiation  has  been  conducted.  That  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  has  committed  a  crime  by  authorizing  Hr.  MclJine, 
if  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  and  useful  to  do  so,  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  the  late  and  present  admiius- 
nation.   That  the  views  of  the  framer  had  been  submit* 


ted  to  the  people,  and  by  them  condemned.  That  a 
distinction  founded  upon  «  fact  so  mortifyii^  to  thehte 
administration  should  not  be  very  agreeable  to  its  ftiendi, 
is  eaMly  perceived.  That  such  &tinctionB  have  been 
frequently  and  effectually  drawn  by  monarcblal  Goreni- 
ments  in  their  diplomatic  intercourse,  ia  not  to  be  deaiol, 
even  by  **  effrontery"  itself.  The  idea  aeems  to  be  thst^  in 
our  foreign  intercourse,  the  Government,  in  whose  bandi 
soever  vested,  for  Ibe  time  being,  should  be  conmdeitd 
as  tiie  nine  to  fbrdgn  Powers.  In  monarchies,  where  s 
king  holds  by  higher  authority  than  huinan,  this  doctrine 
may  be  relished.  But,  in  this  country,  the  preadent  sod 
his  Secretary  of  Sute  are  not  the  Government,  eren  in 
the  business  of  making  treaties.  The  people,  and  tin 
States  through  their  Senate,  compose  the  Oovemment,  » 
fiir  as  treaties  are  concerned;  and  it  has  been  weH  con- 
tended that  the  House  of  Representative^  too,  have  smae 
power  upon  the  same  subject.  Why  did  the  late  adnunii- 
tntion  atiandon  th^  preteraions^  unless  it  wasbeeanie 
they  felt  that  the  will  of  the  people  required  it  >  Would  they 
have  dared  to  change  their  ground  so  essentially,  faid  thfy 
known  that  the  people  were  against  the  changed  The 
real  Government  or  the  country  had  condemned  the 
course  of  the  late  administration  for  setting  up  unresson- 
able  pretensionsf  and  pny,  sir,  where  was  ue  great  an 
in  declaring  this  inctmtestable  truth  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment? I  believe  1  have  shown  you  that  the  late  Secretsiy 
of  State  is  not  liable  to  the  cba^fe  <^  susrepreseotitioa 
so  emphatically  ui^fed  against  him.  If  he  be  so,  I  call  for 
the  document  which  shows  that  the  pretension  alluded 
to  was  set  up  under  Mr.  Madison's  administr^oiii  ud 
unless  the  President  has  vic^ted  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try, by  sustaining  the  ri^u  of  the  pe<^le  and  of  the 
Sutes,  by  declaring,  in  effect,  that  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Clay  were  not  the  Government  of  the  VniteS  States,  that 
tlie  true  constitutional  Government  had  not  wimitted 
their  course  in  this  regard,  this  administratimii  sir,  nniit 
be  acquitted  of  blame,  on  the  supposed  ground  that  they 
have  violated  the  honor  of  the  country.  It  bai  told  the 
truth,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  true  honor  and  digni? 
consist  either  in  suppresung  truth,  or  in  the  suggestioDw 
fidsehood.  How  ridiculous  it  is  for  us,  whose  proceed- 
ings are  knovn  evenr  where  and  to  the  whole  world,  to 
wrap  ourselves  up  m  the  cloak  trf"  diplomacy,  which,  in 
past  time,  has  served  to  cover  treachery,  deceit,  lod  a 
constant  dewre  to  overreach,  by  covert  mMns,  the  rest 
of  mankind,  to  blame  an  Executive  who  scorns  such  de- 
vices and  prefers  to  act  with  frankness  and  sincerity.  Sir, 
this  matter,  fairly  stated  to  the  people  of  ea(^  of  the 
States  in  this  Umon,  would  remit  in  the  bear^  'ff^ 
tion  of  a  ougority  in  the  course  punued  by  thisadnuBii- 
tration,  in  every  thing  which  hsj  been  dnte  irith  regwd 
to  this  question.  The  best  evidence  of  the  fact  wtun 
can  be  produced,  is  found  in  the  statement  of  thtt  vhich 
cannot  be  controverted,  viz.  No  Senator,  nor  hu 
Representative  of  the  people,  proposed  to  alter  our  1^ 
latioi\,  in  order  to  correct  what  some  are  hardy  ^^'^^ 
allege  is  an  evil  to  the  countryj  when  eveiy  body 
knows  that  an  act  of  legislation  could  at  ODce  rcnwre 
every  difficulty,  and  pkce  us  where  we'were  before  the 
"arrangement"  took  place. 

Instead  of  pursuing  this  honest  course,  some  gentle 
men,  like  the  Senator  from  Maine,  choose  to  hunt  'oj"' 
ceptions  and  pick  flaws  in  the  course  and  language  of  toe 
Prewdent,  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  the  minister  »bo 
gotiated  the  arrangement    Sir,  it  would  be  a 
triumph,  if  I  could  effect  it,  by  throwing  back  upon  ow" 
fault-finders  the  ridicule  and  disgrace  which  tJ»y 
attempted  in  vain  to  cast  upon  wose  who  have  obuii^ 
the  public  confidence,  by  a  long  course  of  public  «=^J?C 
pursued  for  the  public  good,  and  never  in  ?* 
expressed  newt  and  initructiona  bf  thor  comAtuent*- 
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Benttationan/  Penaiam. 


The  Senator  from  Hwne  has  gone  beyond  the  usual 
nodeatr  of  tus  partj^i  and,  initead  of  inunuation,  has 
charged  the  Preatdeot  with  stating  that  which  it  not  truet 
because,  he  says,  "that  the  negotiation  wUch  bad  sue- 
ce»flilly  terminated,  had  previoudy  received  the  stnclioii 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress^"  and  the  honorable  Senator 
excluDU,  *<  What  must  be  the  surprise  of  the  people, 
when  they  learn  the  &ct  that,  since  the  termination  of 
that  negotiation,  there  has  been  no  vote,  no  action  upon, 
no -sanction  of  it,  by  either  House  of  Congress^"  The 
truth,  Mr.  Preaideii^  wc  all  know  to  be,  that  the  terms 
upon  which  this  amuigement  could  be  settled,  and  the 
iftftructions  of  this  Gorernment  to  Mr.  HcLane,  were  all 
made  known  to  us,  even  to  the  exceptionable  language 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  the  act  of  Congms 
was  ptused;  (and  if^  as  I  have  hetird,  gentlemen  did  not 
choose  to  read  the  documents,  it  is  their  fiiult,  and  not  the 
President's.)  Tet,  because  the  forms  necessary  to  be 
observed,  and  which  ibllowed  as  nutter  of  coHrse  if  Con* 
vms  passed  the  law,  were  not  gone  throu^  the  Presi- 
dent ms  not  stated  the  buth.  Miser^le  and  unworthy 
siibterfiige !  Sir,  if  I  possessed  the  n»gic  lamp  of  the 
Arabian  Nights,  and  could  summon  to  your  presence  the 
g«nius  of  subtlety  himself,  he  would  be  ashamed  to 
advance  such  an  accusation,  upon  such  j^^ndq.  Sir,  I 
canrwt  consent  to  go  into  a  defence  of  the  Pre«denf  s 
intelligence,  honesty,  or  veracity.  It  would  not  avail  him 
if  I  should.  I'^e  people  know  and  appreciate  him  end 
UiMCUset*.  The  **  old  Roman"  is  known  to  his  coun- 
trymen. At  the  time  appointed  by  an  Almightj'  God,  the 
sun  of  his  useful  career  on  earth  will  sink  into  the  west, 
unsullied  by  all  these  revilings.  Our  progeny  will  be  told 
the  story  of  wrongs  wluch  have  been  done  him,  for  the 
same  pure  purpose  that  we,  in  our  younger  days,  have 
been  told  the  story  of  the  wrongs  done  to  him  who  was 
"first  in  war,  Srst  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hcarta  of  hb 
enuntiymea.''  * 

The  Senate  a4joiifned  to  Monday. 

MbvBir,  Apau  9. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  FOOT,  the  morning  buuness  having  been  gone 
throu^  nxnred  that  the  Senate  now  take  up  the  bill  sup- 
plemenbuy  tu  an  act  Ibr  die  relief  of  coliln  surviving  offi' 
ceis  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senate  would 
not  take  up  this  bill  to-day.  There  was  an  important  de- 
bate pendmg,  which  occupied  the  whole  attention  of  the 
Senate;  and  it  would  be  found  imposnble  to  carry  on  two 
important  diseuasvoBs  at  the  same  time,  with  any  advanr 
tage  to  the  pubho  interests. 

Mr.  roOT  reminded  the  Senate  that  he  bad,  ^th  a 
view  to  act  on  tbia  bill,  endeavored  to  induce  an  eariier 
meeting  of  the  Senate  every  day.  He  thought  that  no 
time  would  be  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  the  billf  and 
be  hoped  the  Senate  would  agree  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  HATNE  saidhe  hoped  not.  He  regarded  this  bill 
as  one  of  the  most  important  bills  which  had  been  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate  during  the  seuion.  It  was  second  only 
to  the  tariff.  Gentlemen  on  hia  nde,  he  could  aiaute  the 
Senator  from  Comiecdcu^  lotdced  on  tlus  bill  as  so  im- 
portant, that  its  passive  would  rivet  on  the  country  all 
those  oppressive  burdens  of  which  it  is  so  much  complain- 
ed. A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  now  absent  from  his  seat, 
{Mr.  Txua,]  thought  the  bill  so  important,  that  he  desir- 
ed to  be  heard  by  the  Senate  in  reference  to  its  conse- 
quences. Was  it  expected  by  the  Senator  who  had  charge 
of  the  bill,  that,  with  these  impresngns,  th^  were  to  suf- 
fer it  to  pass  tu6  uknUo/  that  they  were  not  to  endeavor 
to  make  good  the  impresnons  on  th«r  own  minds'  It  wii 
idle  to  expect  thirt  tbey  shoold  not  make  a  atnigi^e  on 
tlus  qnenoo.  He  waa  not  now  prepared  to  go  into  this 
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important  debate.  He  had  supposed  that  the  gentleman 
would  nothave  urged  the  bill  on  the  Senate  until  the  ap- 

Sropriatton  bill  should  be  disposed  of  He  would  pled^ 
tmself  to  the  gentleman,  if  he  would  now  withdraw  his 
motion,  to  give  him  hisassistance  to  call  up  the  billasaow 
as  the  Senate  should  have  disposed  of  the  appropriation 
bill.  Should  the  pension  bill  be  now  taken  up,  Mr.  H. 
would  hold  himself  recreant  to  the  trust  committed  to  him, 
were  he  not  to  expose  to  the  Senate  bis  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. To  call  up  the  bill  now,  was  merely  to  pile  one  im- 
portant subject  on  another.  Experience  baa  imtmcted 
him  that  the  only  way  to  carry  on  the  public  business  witii 
advantage,  was  to  dispose  of  one  pubject  before  they  took 
up  another. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  that,  as  be  presumed  the  gentteman 
from  South  Carolina  intended  to  oppose  the  bill  itself, 
and  not  any  particular  amendments,  he  hoped  that  he 
would  suffer  it  tn  go  through  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose  of  amendment,  and  reserve  the 
discusnon  of  the  prindple  of  tiie  bill  until  it  should  come 
before  the  Senate.  The  poor  solders  believed  that  thar 
claims  have  been  much  neglected.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had,  at  the  last  seuion,  objected  that  the 
bill  had  been  brought  forward  at  too  late  a  period.  Now, 
we  shall  be  told  that  subject  is  brought  forward  too  late 
to  be  acted  on.  He  hoped  that,  for  form's  sake,  the  bill 
would  be  permitted  to  go  through  tbe  committee,  and 
then  he  would  be  willing  to  agree  to  such  postponement 
as  would  give  the  ^ntleman  mm  South  Cardma  an  op- 
portunity  to  be  heard.  If  this  bill  is  consid»cd  aa  on^ 
second  to  the  tariff,  itappeared  to  him  to  constitute  a  reason 
why  it.  should  be  disposed  of  before  the  fairifTwaa  taken  up. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  to  the  view  of  the  Senate  the 
fact  of  the  absence  of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Ttlm,]  who  wished  to  be  heard  on  the  bill,  as  a  reason 
why  the  Senate  should  cMnent  to  a  pos^onement 

The  question  was  tiien  put  on  taking  up  the  bill,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  30,  nays  16. 

Mr.  HOBiNSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  tbe 
Bhe,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  militia,"  the  words 
**  and  officers  and  soldiers  who  served'  under  Generals 
Wayne  and  Clarke  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  in 
tbe  Indian  wars,  after  the  revolution." 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  if  this  class  were  to  be  admitted 
he- knew  of  no  reason  iriiy  tiw  sohUen  under  Harmar,  Sti 
Cbur,  and  Hamtramck,  Aould  not  be  biduded.  Tlwsjr 
came  before  Wayne.  As  the  bill  was  now  about  to  bs 
amended,  it  would  lead.to  an  expenditare  of  a  milfion  a 
year.  Hehad  beensomuchdeceivedonafbrmeroceasioi]^ 
that,  here^W,  he  should  put  no  trust  in  calculations. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked  that  the  Senate  bad  already  de- 
eded the  prindple  that  no  pennon,  should  be  granted 
except  for  nulitary  services  perfwmed  in  the  war  of  the 
revoluticm. 

Mr.  BIBB  aaid  that  he  cared  not  on  wbkt  ground  tlM 

Senator  from  Connecticut  put  this  bill.  In  any  viev,  the 
present  propoation  was>  entitled  to  as  much  attention^as 
any  which  could  be  presented  to  the  Senate.  When 
General  Clarke  entered  into  the  contest,  Kflk— and 
Vincennes  were  both  in  the  possession  of  the  BiitiA 
troMM^  and  we  had  not  a  right  to  aiin^  fbotnotfaweit 
of  the  Ohio.  Goieral  Clarke  ontof  hisown  neuis, 
ed  men,  struned  his  own  resources  to  the  ntmost,  §aSg 
at  the  moment  when  General  Hamilton,  the  British  ooot- 
mander,  deemed^himself  to  be  in  perfect  seeuri^,  at- 
tacked him,  rescued  these  strong  positions  from  bis  grasp, 
and  made  him  a  prisoner.  General  Clarke  was  so  pushed 
for  cannon,  that  be  had  to  make  a  substitute  by  using 
logst  and  General  HanuHon  actually  shed  tears  when  he 
marched  out  of  the  fiirt,  and  was,  fbr  tiie  fint  time,  mado 
senHble  of  the  aroallneai  of  the  fiiroe  (about  half  Ua  own) 
to  wluch  he  had  surrendered.  But  fbr  lUa  brilliant 
acbiavcnen^  ve  should  Imve  no  •eUlementm^tlMcoim' 
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cargo  or  sugar,  and  carry  it  to  England  upon  a  duty  which 
u  very  light,  if  there  be  a  duty  at  all,  and  thus  profit^ly  em- 
ploy a  large  ship  for  a  long  and  triangular  voya^.  The 
American  ship  is  confined  to  light  commodities  by  our  own 
lepslation.  Permit  American  merchants  to  import  heavy 
articles  profitably,  and  tbev  will  soon  employ  large'  ships. 

Mr.  Prenden^  it  is  laia  that  British  navigation  has  m- 
creased  as  well  at  our  own,  and  therefore  the  arrangement 
is  a  bad  one.  Indeed!  After  this  Government  has  been 
struggling  ever  since  the  late  war  to  induce  Great  Britain 
to  believe  that  the  mutual  interefcts  of  both  countries  re- 
quired this  trade  to  be  opened;  after  it  is  done,  we  are  to 
turn  round  and  complain  of  it  because  the  English  get 
some  benefit  as  well  as  ourselves.  Do  gentlemen  seri- 
(Hisly  believe  tliat  Great  Britain  can  ever  be  brought  to 
agree,  out  of  mere  kindness  to  the  United  States,  to  upset 
her  old  colonial  ^stem,  and  give  to  the  United  States  the 
monopoly  of  this  trade'   And  yet  nothing  else  will  satisfy 

FintleiQen,  at  least  as  long  as  this  administration  continues. 
Tear,  sir,  that  gentlemen,  tn  looking  back  upon  the  pros- 

Serous  condition  of  this  intercourse  at  former  periods^ 
0  not  reflect  upon  the  causes  which  gave  rise  to  it:  that 
a  state  of  war  forced  upon  the  Brituh  Govemmeot  the 
openine  of  these  ports.  They  forget  that  the  West  In* 
dies  belong  to  a  foreign  sovereign,  and  that  the  British 
Government  has  the  same  ri|^ts  over  their  colonies  that 
it  ever  had.  We  have  no  right  to  monopolize  the  trade 
oF  those  colonies;  and  we  must  calculate  to  allew  the  Eng. 
lish  nation  some  advantages,  and  not  claim  every  thing 
for  ourselvea.  It  was  upon  thisidea  that  this  Government 
hu  constantly  labored  to  show  Uut  the  opening  of  these 
ports  voukl  be  mutually  advantageous  to  both  countries. 

Mr,  President,  tiie  basis  of  this  nrrangement  is  the 
le^slation  of  the  two  countries.  The  faith  of  neither 
country  is  ple^^  to  mainbun  its  own  leg^aUon  upon  its 
present  footingt  so  fiir  from  it,  it  was  understood  by  both 
Governments,  that  such  changei  could  be  made  as  either 
found  it  its  interest  to  make.  Why,  then,  instead  of  at- 
tacking this  administration,  do  not  gentlemen,  who  are 
members  of  this  body,  assert  the  interests  of  the  country, 
by  brining  forward  some  propoution  to  counternul  the 
aueged  injurious  operation  of  the  arrangement,  at  founded 
upon  British  laws'  Surely  the  Senators  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine  grossly  violate  their  duty  to  their  consti- 
tuents, by  not  coming  forward  to  rescue  tlieir  navigation 
from  the  ruin  which  they  say  awuts  it.  It  can  be  done 
by  legislation  atone.  The  President  and  his  cabinet  can- 
not originatea  law,  and  th^  have  done  notlungto  prevent 
the  Senate  or  House  of  Representativei  from  exercising 
the  common  rij^t  of  either  to  introduce  and  pass  bills. 
And  my  word  for  it,  nr,  if  Congress  choose  to  pass  any 
law  to  put  an  end  to  this  arrangement,  and  the  navigation, 
commerce,  and  ajp-iculture  of  the  country  shall  be  by 
Congress  deemed  injuriously  affected  by  it,  the  President 
wilt  not  veto  the  law.  In  sjl  fairness  and  honesty  let  Sena- 
tors who  complain  apply  the  remedy,  which  is  in  their 
own  hands,  ana  without  whom  no  change  can  take  place. 
The  gratification  afforded  by  this  opposition  to  an  arrange* 
ment,  for  no  other  reason  than  umply  because  it  was 
made  by  this  administration,  may  reach  the  hearts  of 
individiuls.  But  the  cour&e  itself  will  neither  satisfy 
the  public  wish,  nor  meet  witli  tlie  approbatiun  of  the  peo- 
ple. Tbey  will  say,  as  they  should  sa^,  if  it  is  wrong,  it 
u  in  your  power  to  correct  it{  and  if  you  do  not  do  it, 
you  are  unworthy  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

It  has  been  stmed  from  various  sources,  and  in  various 
forms,  that  the  honor  of  the  country  has,  somehow  or 
other,  been  eompromitted  by  the  manner  in  which  this 
negotiation  has  been  conducted.  That  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  has  committed  a  crime  by  authorizing  Mr.  McLane, 
if  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  and  useful  to  do  so,  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  the  late  and  present  adminis- 
tration.  That  the  views  of  the  ftmner  had  been  subodt- 


[Anit  6,  1833. 


ted  to  the  people,  and  by  them  condemned.  That  a 
distinction  founded  upon  a  fact  so  OMHlifying  to  the  late 
administration  should  not  be  very  agreeable  to  its  friends, 
is  easily  perceived.  That  such  cfistinctions  have  been 
frequently  and  effectually  drawn  by  monarchial  Gorem- 
ments  in  their  diplomatic  intercoune,  is  not  to  be  denied, 
even  by  •*  effrontety**  itself.  The  idea  aeema  tobe  that,  m 
our  foreign  intercourse,  the  Government,  m  whose  banda 
soever  vested,  for  tiw  time  being,  should  be  conadered 
as  the  same  to  foreign  Powers.  In  monsrcbies,  where  a 
king  holds  by  fairer  authority  than  human,  this  doctxine 
may  be  relished.  But,  in  this  country,  the  President  and 
his  Secretary  of  State  are  not  the  Government,  even  in 
the  business  of  making  treaties.  The  people,  and  the 
States  throu^th«r  Senate,  compoae  the  Government,  so 
fiu-  aa  treaties  are  concemedt  and  it  has  bvm  well  con- 
tended that  the  House  of  Representative^  too,  bsve  aome 
power  upon  the  same  subject.  Why  did  the  faUe  "tutnit- 
tration  abandon  their  pretentions,  unless  it  was  beesnse 
they  felt  that  the  will  of  the  people  required  it?  Would  they 
have  dared  to  change  their  ground  so  essentially,  had  they 
known  that  the  people  were  agwut  the  change?  The 
real  Govemmmt  of^  tiie  countty  had  cond^med  the 
course  the  late  administration  for  setting  up  unreasoD- 
able  pretensionsi  uid  pray,  air,  where  waa  toe  great  Aci 
in  declaring  this  incontestable  truth  to  a  fiveign  Oorem- 
ment?  I  believe  1  have  shown  you  that  the  hrte  Secretary 
of  State  is  not  liable  to  the  cliarge  of  misrepresentation 
so  emphatically  ui^^  against  him.  If  he  be  ao,  1  call  for 
the  document  which  shows  that  the  pretension  alluded 
to  was  set  up  under  Mr.  Madison's  admimstrMion;  and 
unless  the  Prendent  has  vidated  the  honor  of  ^e  coun- 
try, by  sustuning  the  rights  of  the  people  and  t£  the 
States,  by  declaring,  in  effect,  th^  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Clay  were  not  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  true  constitutional  Government  had  not  wairanted 
their  course  in  this  regard,  this  administratioiv  sir,  most 
be  acquitted  of  blame,  on  the  supposed  ground  that  they 
have  violated  the  honor  of  the  country.  It  has  told  the 
truth,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  true  honor  and  duputy 
consist  either  in  suppressing  truth,  or  in  the  suggestion  of 
falsehood.  How  ridiculous  it  is  for  ui^  whose  proceed- 
ings are  known  every  where  and  to  the  whole  world,  to 
wrap  ourselves  up  in  the  cloak  of  diplomacy,  which,  in 
past  time,  has  served  to  cover  treachery,  deceit,  and  a 
constant  desire  to  overreach,  by  covert  means,  the  rest 
of  mankind,  to  blame  an  Executive  vho  scorns  such  de- 
vices and  prefers  to  act  with  frankness  and  sincerity.  Sir, 
this  matter,  fairly  stated  to  the  people  of  each  of  the 
States  in  this  Union,  would  result  la  the  hear^  approba- 
tion of  a  majori^  in  the  course  pursued  by  this  adminis- 
tration, in  every  thing  which  hss  been  done  with  r^ard 
to  this  question.  The  best  evidence  of  the  f^t  which 
can  be  produced,  is  fnind  in  the  statement  of  that  which 
cannot  be  controverted,  viz.  No  Senator,  nor  has  any 
Representative  of  the  pet^le,  proposed  to  alter  our  l^is- 
Utioi^  in  order  to  correct  what  some  are  hardy  enough  to 
allege  is  an  evil  to  the  country)  when  evety  bo^ 
knovra  that  an  act  of  lepiUtion  could  ^at  oooe  remove 
every  difficult,  and  place  us  where  we 'we  b^ire  the 
"  arrangement"  took  place. 

Instead  of  pursuing  this  honest  course,  some  gentle- 
men, like  the  Senator  from  Maine,  choose  to  bunt  for  ex- 
ceptions and  pick  flaws  in  the  course  and  language  ^  the 
President,  the  laU  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  present 
Seer^aiy  of  the  Treasuiy,  who  was  the  nuniater  who  ne- 
gotiated the  arrangement.  Sir,  it  would  be  a  nuaerable 
triumph,  if  I  could  effect  it,  by  throwing  back  upon  these 
fault-finders  the  ridicule  and  disgrace  which  they  have 
attempted  in  vun  to  cast  upon  moae  who  have  obtained 
the  public  confidence,  by  a  long  course  of  public  service^ 
pursued  for  the  public  good,  and  never  in  vicdation  of  the 
expremed  neva  and  inatrucMns  of  their  conatitueots. 
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The  SeiMtor  from  Mune  ku  gone  beyond  the  ustutl 
nodestT  of  his  partyt  *Rd,  instead  of  innnuation,  has 
charged  the  President  with  stating  that  which  is  not  true, 
because,  he  says,  "thattlie  negotiation  which  had  suc- 
ceaafully  terminated,  had  previously  received  tlie  sanction 
of  both  Houses  of  Congre«t"  and  the  honorable  Senator 
«zclaiiii%  **  What  must  be  the  lurprite  of  the  people, 
when  thef  learn  the  &ct  diat^  nnce  the  tennniation  of 
that  negotiation,  there  has  been  no  vote,  no  action  opon, 
Do-sanction  of  it,  by  either  House  of  Congress?"  The 
truth,  Mr.  Preriden^  we  all  know  to  be,  that  the  terms 
upon  which  this  arrangement  could  be  settled,  and  tbe 
tnAructions  of  this  Government  to  Hr.  HcLane,  were  all 
made  known  to  us,  even  to  the  exceptionable  language 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  the  act  of  Congress 
vas  paasedi  (and  if*  as  I  have  heard,  gentlemen  did  not 
chooae  to  read  the  documents,  His  their  fiiult,  and  not  the 
Freaident's.)  Tet,  because  the  forms  necessary  to  be 
observed,  mud  which  followed  as  matter  of  cotlrse  if  Con- 
gress paned  the  Uv,  were  not  gone  through,  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  stated  the  truth.  Miserable  and  unworthy 
subterfuge!  Sir,  if  I  possessed  the  magic  lamp  of  the 
Arabian  Nights,  and  could  summon  to  yotir  presence  the 
genius  of  subtlety  himself,  he  would  be  ashamed  to 
advance  such  an  aecusation,  upon  tuch  ground*.  Sir,  I 
cannot  consent  to  go  into  a  defence  of  the  President's 
intelligence,  honesty,  or  veracity.  It  would  notavail  him 
if  I  should.  The  people  know  and  appreciate  him  and 
bis  accusers.  The  "old  Roman"  is  known  to  bts  coun- 
trymen. At  the  time  appointed  by  an  Almi^ty  God,  the 
sun  of  his  useful  career  on  earth  will  wnk  into  the  west, 
umuiried  by  all  these  revilings.  Our  progeny  will  be  told 
the  story  of  wrongs  vluch  nave  been  done  him,  for  the 
same  pure  purpose  that  we,  in  our  younger  days,  have 
been  told  the  story  of  the  wronrs  done  to  him  who  was 
"  first  in  H-ar,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  tbe  hearts  of  bis 
countrymen."  • 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MbiTBAT,  ArsiL  9. 
PENSIONS. 

Ur.  FOOT,  the  morning  business  having  been  gone 
through,  moved  that  the  Senate  now  take  up  the  bill  sup- 
plemenUry  to  an  act  for  tbe  relief  of  certain  surviving  offi 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  expressed  ah<^  that  tbe  Senate  would 
not  take  up  this  bill  to-day.  There  waa  ui  important  de- 
bate pending,  which  occupied  the  wbde  attention  the 
Senate;  and  it  would  be  found  imponible  to  cany  on  two 
important  cUseussions  at  tbe  same  thne,  vHh  my  advan* 
tage  to  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  .FOOT  reminded  the  Senate  tint  he  had,  with  a 
view  to  act  on  this  bill,  endeavored  to  induce  an  earlier 
meeting  of  tbe  Senate  eve^  day.  He  thought  that  no 
time  would  be  consumed  in  the  tUacusston  of  the  bill)  and 
be  hoped  tbe  Senito  irould  agree  to  uke  it  up. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  bopcdnot.  He  rennled  this  bill 
as  One  of  the  most  important  bills  which  had  been  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate  during  the  sesrion.  It  was  seoood  only 
to  the  tarifiT.  Gentlemen  on  his  side,  he  could  assure  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  looked  on  this  bill  as  so  im 
portant,  that  its  passage  would  rivet  on  the  countiy  all 
those  oppressive  burdens  of  which  it  is  so  much  comphun- 
ed.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  now  absent  fi-oro  his  seat, 
[Mr.  TxLBB,]  tbougbttbe  biU  so  iiopottuit»  that  he  desir- 
ed to  be  heard  by  the  Senate  in  reference  to  its  conse- 
quences. Was  it  expected  by  tbe  Senator  who  bad  ehai^ 
of  the  bill,  that,  with  these  impresBens,  they  were  to  suf- 
fer it  to  pass  tub  tilentioi  that  they  were  not  to  endeavor 
to  make  good  the  impressions  on  their  own  minds'  It  was 
idle  to  expect  Uiat  they  should  not  make  a  struggle  on 
ibit  qacstum.  He  was  not  nor  proved  to  go  into  tlua 
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important  debate.  He  had  supposed  that  tbe  gentlemaa 
would  not  have  urged  the  bill  on  the  Senate  until  the  ap- 
propriation bill  ^ould  be  disposed  of.  He  would  pledj^ 
himself  to  the  gentleman,  if  he  would  now  withdraw  his 
motion,  to  g^ve  him  his  aswstance  to  call  up  tbe  lull  as  soon 
as  the  Senate  should  have  din>osed  of  the  appropriation 
bill.  Should  tbe  pension  bill  be  now  taken  up,  Hr.  H. 
wonld  hold  hiniselr  recreant  to  tbe  trust  committed  to  him, 
were  he  not  to  expose  to  the  Senate  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. To  call  up  the  bill  now,  was  merely  to  pile  <me  im- 
portant subject  on  another-  Experience  had  instructed 
him  that  the  only  way  to  carry  on  the  public  business  with 
advantage,  was  to  diq>ose  of  one  subject  before  they  took 
up  another. 

Mr.  FOOT  BMd  that,  as  he  presumed  the  gentleman 
from  South  CarolUn  intended  to  oppose  the  bill  itself 
and  not  any  particular  amendments,  he  hoped  that  be 
would  Btiffer  It  to  go  through  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose  of  amendment,  and  reserve  tbe 
discusnon  of  tbe  principle  of  tbe  bill  until  it  diould  come 
before  the  Senate.  The  poor  soldiers  believed  that  their 
claims  Itave  been  much  neglected.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had,  at  the  last  seinon,  objected  that  the 
bill  had  been  brought  forward  at  too  late  a  period.  Now, 
we  shall  be  told  that  subject  is  brouriit  forward  too  late 
to  be  acted  on.  He  hoped  tliat,  for  form's  sake,  the  bill 
would  be  permitted  to  go  through  the  committee,  and 
then  he  would  be  willing  to  sgree  to  such  postponemeirt 
as  would  give  the  gentleman  frotn  South  Candina  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard.  Ifthisbillis  considered  as  only 
second  to  the  tarifi",  itappearedto  himtoconMituteareasMi 
why  it  should  be  disposed  of  before  theterifTwaB  taken  up. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  to  the  view  of  tbe  SeiMte  tb* 
fact  of  the  absence  of  a  gentleman  fi-om  IHrf^nia,  [Mr. 
Ttlxb,]  who  wished  to  be  heard  on  the  bill,  as  n  reason 
wliy  the  Senate  should  consent  to  a  postponemeol. 

llie  cfuestion  was  tlien  put  on  taking  up  the  VtXt,  and 
curied  in  the  afBrmative — ^yeas  30,  nays  10. 

Mr.  KOBINSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  Ae  fith 
fine,  by  insetting  after  the  word  "  militia,"  tbe  words 
**  and  officers  and  soldiers  who  served'  tinder  Generali 
Wayne  and  Clarice  in  the  Northwestern  TsnitMnr,  and  Im 
the  Indian  wars,  after  the  revolution." 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  if  this  class  were  to  be  adimtted; 
he  knew  of  no  reason  why  the  soldiers  under  Hsrmar,  St. 
Clair,  and  Hamtramck,  should  not  be  included.  They 
came  before  Wayne.  As  the  bill  was  now  about  tO'  be 
amended,  it  would  lead'to  an  expenditure  of  a  milfion  a 
year.  He  had  been  so  much  deceived  on  a  fiHmer  occasion^ 
that,  heveafter,  he  should  put  no  trust  in  calculations. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked  that  Uie  Senate  bad  alrra^  de- 
cided  the  principle  that  no  pensitm,  should  be  granted 
except  for  military  stfvieei  performed  hi  tiin  war  of  thn 
revolution. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  that  he  cared  not  on  what  ground  tbe 
Senator  from  Connecticut  put  thia  biU.  In  any  vier,  the 
present  propontiim  was.  entitled  to  as  nnich  attention^ 
any  which  could  be  presented  to  tbe  Senate.  Vboi 
General  Claike  entered  into  the  contest,  Kftf—Vf  and 
Vincentiea  were  both  in  the  poasesrion  the  Britisb 
troops,  and  we  had  not  a  right  to  a  single  foot  northwest 
of  the  Ohio.  General  Clarke,  out  of  his  own  meuM,  ru» 
ed  men,  strained  his  own  resources  to  tbe  utmost,  ao^ 
at  the  moment  when  General  Hamilton,  the  Iritudi  com- 
maader,  deemed^himself  to  be  in  perfect  seeurity,  at. 
tacked  him,  rescued  these  strong  posttions  from  his  gnsp, 
and  made  Urn  a  prisoner.  General  Clarke  was  so  pushed 
for  cannon,  that  be  had  to  make  a  substitute  by  unnf 
logs;  and  General  Hamilton  actually  shed  tears  when  ho 
marched  out  of  the  fort,  and  was,  for  the  first  time,  made 
sennble  of  the  small  nets  of  tbe  force  (about  half  Ihs  ownt 
to  which  he  had  surrendered.  But  for  Ohis  brilliant 
achiovciiKn^  we  should  have  no  settkownt  fan  ill  tht  eoun- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


739 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


740 


Si  VATS.] 


[Anu  9,  1832. 


try  lyinr  northwest  of  the  Ohio;  for  we  bid  taken  noitep 
to  establish  ourselves  there;  and  there  was  no  mutiny,  or 
what  was  called  *'  rebeltion"  in  the  langui^  of  the  day, 
which  cmild  have  led  to  an  alienation  from  Great  Britain. 
All  that  we  bne  acqoiied  in  that  region  of  country  is  the 
fniit  of  the  capacious  intellect  of  General  Clarke. 

Who,  be  askefl,  were  the  allies  of  Great  Britain^  Th^ 
were  the  Indiani)  and  it  was  through  these  alUes  that 
the  West  had  to  contend  against  the  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain during  the  war  of  the  revolution;  and  if  the  Indian 
war  continued  in  the  West  after  that  of  the  revolution,  it 
was  a  continuation  of  that  war,  because  the  Indiana  were 
excited  by  Great  Britain.  On  this  princifide,  the  chases 
eihbraeea  in  the  amendment  have  performed  what  comes 
wittiin  the  meaning  of  revdutionary  services. 

We  have  a  treajtjr  formed  with  Great  Britain  in  1793, 
but  this  trea^  did  not  end  the  Indian  war  in  the  Wert. 
But  he  would  put  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  on  an- 
other ground.  We  now  possess  the  Northwest  Territory, 
disencumbered  of  Indiana.  Great  Britun  held  this  coun- 
try and  protected  it,  and  we  could  not  have  held  it  by  any 
iwbt  which  wc  could  have  set  up.  In  1794^  when  Gbne- 
fil  Wayne  put  an  end  to  the  Indian  war,  we  had  but  one 
Mttlement,  and  that  lyiiw  under  the  protection  of  tiie 
guns  of  the  fort.  He  could  not  more  in  that  region  with- 
out leaving  a  chun  of  forts  behind  turn,  and  the  troops 
which  he  commanded  were  all  to  be  drawn  from  Ken- 
tucky, for  there  was  not  a  nuUtary  man  around  him. 
When  he  marched,  he  sent  word  to  General  Washington 
that  the  Indiana  were  too  powerful  for  hhn,  and  he  had 
to  fi^t  them  in  garrucm  and  in  fortress.  General  Scott, 
who  was  then  in  Philadelphia,  was  sent  to  his  relief  by 
General  Waibii^on;  and  after  his  arrival  the  ba^  was 
fought.  Are  we  to  disregard  services  of  this  character? 
He  trusted  not)  but  he  hoped  that  they  would  be  deemed  by 
t]ie  House  as  important  as  those  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

But, looking  at  the  matter  on  the  score  of  justice,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  no  men  were  more  entitled  to  the 
bneflti  <rf  tUi  bill  than  the  hardy,  brave,  and  adventur- 
gui  men  who  contended  a|;ainit  the  scdping  kidfe  and 
the  tomahawk— «a  dangerous  lernce  aa  any  in  which  men 
were  engaged.  We  have  reeeind  from  them  aerricea 
fiir,  in  value,  exceeding  any  compensation  we  can  ^re  in 
return)  for  they  conquered  the  whole  of  that  extminve 
country,  and  have  left  it  in  our  hands. 

Hr.  GBUNDY  said  that  if  any  men  were  entitled  to  die 
benefit  of  this  bill,  these  men  were  clearly  the  most  en- 
titled. Whydoweg^epenriowatall?  Itisonaccount 
of  the  hacarai  encountered  by  indindaili,  and  the  bene- 
fiu  wluch  have  resulted  from  those  hazards  to  the  coun- 
try. If  there  were  any  other  ground  on  which  these 
claims  were  placed,  he  did  not  know  it.  This  class  of 
men  had  suffered  more  than  any  other  which  had  served 
in  the  war.  They  formed  a  part  of  the  revolutionary 
army.  After  the  treatar  of  1783,  when  we  were  in  the 
Clement  of  peace  and  aiJety,  the  Indian  war  continued 
to  in  the  West  during  ten  or  twelve  years.  These 
men  were  engaged  by  the  Government,  and  ran  risks 
^ater  than  those  endured  by  four-fifths  of  the  persons 
mcluded  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  And  if  they  sut 
fered  as  much  in  the  same  cause,  why  are  the  benefits 
of  the  bill  to  be  given  to  one  set  of  men,  and  not  ^ven  to 
another?  Why  extend  them  to  the  time  «f  the  di^and- 
ing  of  the  genetal  army,  lod  not  include  tboie  who  were 
retuned  in  the  lervice  beyood  that  period?  The  few 
left  of  these  men  rende  in  the  West;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  Western  Senators  would  sit  still,  and  not 
secure  to  their  conatituentu  that  to  which  they  are  so  iustly 
entitled.  j        j  j 

Mr.  ROBINSON  expressed  his  readiness  to  accept  the 
wggeition  to  embrace  these  persona  in  his  amendment. 

tSr.  GRUNDY  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
accofding^.   The  amendment,  is  modified,  readt-- 


**  And  officer*  and  aoldieta  who  served  under  Generals 
Wayne,  Clarke,  Harmar,  Hamtramck,  and  St  Clair,  in 
the  NorthweitTerritoty,  and  in  the  In^an  wan,  after  the 

revolution."   

After  a  few  words  from  Mesns.  SKTrU  and  FOOT, 
Hr.  GRUNDY  aiked  for  the  yeas  and  naj-s;  which  were 
ordered. 

llr.  BKNTON  then  made  a  few  remarks,  in  which  be 
repeated  the  history  of  the  services  of  Genetal  Clarke, 
and,  as  the  hour  had  expired  for  morning  business,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  was  carried  in  the  if- 
firmitive— yeas  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  it  was 

Saobed,  That  the  Fresdent  be  requested  to  CMunii< 
nicate  to  the  Seiwtc  all  the  instructions  given  by  this  Go> 
vemment  to  our  nunisters  to  Great  Britaim  and  all  the 
correspmidence  of  our  ministers  on  the  subject  of  the 
colonial  and  West  India  trade,  since  the  3d  irf"  March, 
1825,  not  heretofore  communicated,  lo  far  as  the  public 
interest  will,  in  his  judgment,  permit. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL— COLONIAL  TRADE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  IWhol^ 
the  consideration  of  the  general  approprkdon  bUl;  and 

Mr.  KANE  spoke  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  con* 
elusion.  [Given  above,  with  the  first  day's  remarks.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryknd,  then  nne,  and  said,  that  with 
a  view  to  put  an  end  to  the  discussion,  and  to  accelente 
the  paasa^  of  the  bill,  he  was  instructed  by  the  Coovnit 
tee  on  Finance  to  withdraw  the  amendment  vlucb  bd 
led  to  this  debate. 

llie  CHAIR  dedded  that  die  motion,  altboiqih  it  VouU 
have  been  in  order  ai  the  motion  of  an  individual,  ws*  »<* 
in  order  as  the  rqHUt  of  a  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSES  tiua  Toae,aad  addremed  the  Senate » 
follows: 

Mr.  Freudent,  I  enter  into  this  discussion,  at  this  time, 
with  deep  despondencv  and  humiliation.  I  nevercxpectcd 
to  hav^  heard  it  declared  in  the  Senate  of  the  Umtcd 
States  that  we  had  justly  incurrcda  penalty  for  not  comply. 
ing  with  a  British  act  of  Parliament.  A  penalty,  sir?  Are 
we,  indeed,  become  so  servile  at  to  deserve  chastise- 
ment at  the  hands  of  "the  parent  country  A  Senator, 
a  friend  of  this  adminiatration,  prescribing  for  us  wbole- 
some  chastisement  at  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  because 
we  were  tardy  in  complying  with  her  laws!  Sir,  our  &- 
then  would  have  n>unied  such  a  d<«rading  seDtimentj 
tbey  did  qmm  it}  they  ^utisied  the  gui^  and  aoeeaifiiUr 
related  the  punishment. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Sxitb]  would  stop 
debate  on  this  bill,  because  owney  is  wanted.  Yes,  R^ 
to  "  get  the  money"  is  the  sum  and  substance,  the  Alpha 
and  Omega,  of  the  patriotism  of  most  modem  patriots- 
Office,  with  the  emoluments,  is  alltbecryfaod  wearenot 
allowed  to  dUcuBi  the  principles  of  ourappropriatioiibill, 
because  your  officera  are  starving  for  their  pay.  Sir,  1 
like  to  hold  back  a  lUtle.  It  iriU  do  me  good  to  keep  then 
out,  even  butfor  one  hour*  and  it  will  do  them  good,  too. 
It  will  teach  them  to  respect  the  feelings  of  meir  pK- 
dccessors,  who  were  turned  off,  with  their  fiunilics,  upon 
the  cold  charities  of  a  cold,  uncharitable  world,  to  starve, 
because  tbey  did  not  huzza  loud  enough  for  Jackson- 
Still  I  do  not  know  but  we  are  bound  to  be  silent;  in  ttw 
matter  we  are  all  instructed,  and  U)e  instructions  probably 
came  from  the  nme  source  that  my  others  did.  Iperceire 
by  the  Globe,  the  official  organ  of  the  PresdenI,  the  Se- 
nate are  ordered  and  directed  to  otake  baste,  and  not  to 
delay  this  bill:  for  the  faithful  are  waiting  for  thnr  re- 
ward. ThMtluMtnaiwWt  the  editor  of  the  Globe— wlut'i 
his  name?  [Some  gentleman  replied,  Blair-]  Blair— 0> 
BUir — when  be  speaks,  it  is  by  authority,  and  he  mutf  be 
obeyed.  These  official  editors  are  nughty  great  men- 
Last  year,  at  this  time.  Duff  Green  wai  Uiegre^nu 
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unons^us.  Bat  Dulfhwlgot  intoabftdhftbit  of  speak- 
ing the  truth.  O!  nr,  it  would  not  do  at  all.  After  that, 
they  coiild  not  start  an  inch,  and  were  obliged  to  dismiss 
him.  It  is  thought  there  is  no  danger  of  Bnir — that  he  is 
safe  enough  on  that  score.  Hitherto>  I  beliere,  he  hss  not 
been  sutpected  of  iui^  nicb  crime  or  misdemeanor. 

Btit,  if  we  go  on.  It  ia  an  up4iiU  busineii!  fbr,  at  Bar 
nte,  the  friends  of  the  administtstion  have  always  the  ad- 
Tantage.  We  are  fighting  for  the  people-^they  for  pro- 
motion. And  such  is  the  selfi^ness  of  Uie  human  heart, 
that  men  will  do  better,  and  act  with  more  zeal  and  per- 
severance, in  their  own  cause,  than  in  that  of  others;  but, 
nevertheless^  I  trust  the  Senate  wilt  be  disposed  to  bear 
with  Maine,  even  if  she  should  seem  to  delay  this  bunness 
unreaatmabiy.  The  complaints  of  the  nek  man  are  in- 
^ilged  by  ms  physician  as  arising  frran  tin  psnugvms  of 
disease.  "Hie  peevishness  of  the  woandedman,  who  is 
about  to  suffer  the  amputation  of  a  leg  or  an  arm,  is  as- 
cribed to  actual  or  anticipated  pain.  Now,  you  wilt  bear 
witb  us»  sick  as  we  are,  and,  as  1  fear,  about  to  submit  to 
an  amputation.  But,  ur,  you  had  better  not  cut  that  arm 
«ff  until  you  luve  tried  to  cure  it.  We  shall  not  only  need 
it  for  our  own,  but  fer  your  defence.  Should  your  enemy 
smite  you  in  that  quarter,  you  wilt  hare  reason  to  regret 
the  ampotation. 

The  objections  which  would  arise  to  tius  bill  would 
authorize  an  inquiry  into  the  whole  economy  of  this  ad- 
ministration— an  inquiry  so  broad,  that  it  would  exhaust 
my  powers  and  your  patience.  I  intend,  therefore,  to 
limit  myself  to  the  diplomatic  intercourse.  The  excess  of 
expenditure  seems  to  be  admitted  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York.  [Ifr.  Hasct,]  but  he  contends  that  the 
good  effects  en  tins  diplomacy  more  than  compensate  for 
die  extra  expense.  Here,  nr,  we  join  issue  with  the  Se- 
nator, and  are  very  ready  to  examine  into  the  great  good 
of  which  the  Senator  boasts.  It  is  possible,  however, 
that  that  Senator  and  I  differ  essentially  as  to  the  political 
meaiung  of  this  word  "good."  When  I  speak  of  it,  I 
mean  the  good  of  my  country — he  may  intend  it  the  good 
of  a  party.  If  be  understands  it  in  this  sense,  I  should 
suirmder  the  pmnt  at  once;  for  never  did  a  par^  take 
better  cnre  of  itself,  at  the  people's  expense. 

Bu^  sir,  I  am  agMnat  this  pro^gality  to  buy  or  retain 
partiaans.  the  victors  riot  on  tht  ''spoils" taken 

from  the  vanquished  or  stript  from  the  slain;  let  them  be 
content  with  the  offices  wrested  from  the  hands  of  &r 
better  men  than  themselvest  but  let  them  not  rob  the  non- 
combatants— that  is,  take  the  money  from  the  treasuiy.  to 
create  dneeures  for  the  purpose  of  rewarding  partisans. 
This  is  what  has  been  done  by  your  administrsaon,  and 
your  whole  foreign  diplomacy  has  thereby  been  deranged. 
It  is  not  the  sums  expended,  but  tlie  abuse  of  the  expen- 
diture, of  whicli  I  complain.  TliC  Senator  from  Mary- 
land [Ur.  Smith]  has,  but  vei^  unsuccessfully,  attemfited 
to  ^ow  ttuLt  this  administration  has,  in  a  given  period, 
expended  less  for  diplomatic  intercourse  than  the  last. 
And  pnjt  nr,  what  if  it  were  so?  Your  necessaiy  ex- 
penditure on  your  turn  was  last  rear  a  thousand  dollars, 
and  you  will  expend  just  as  much  this  year  whether  you 
need  it  or  not.  What  practical  man  ever  reasoned  in  this 
way?  The  Senator  from  New  York  saw  at  once  that  the 
groand  was  untenable,  both  in  principle  and  in  fact;  he 
abandoned  it  at  once,  and  tendered  the  issue  which  1  tiave 
very  readily  jinned.  > 

And  here,  sir,  I  am  at  an  entire  loss  to  perceive  on  wtwt 
the  Senator  placed  reliance  for  the  glorification  of  his  ad- 
ministration. The  Senator  from  Ilhnots  [Mr.  Kabk]  tias, 
it  seems  to  me,  totally  failed  to  sustain  theaflinnative,  and 
been  obliged  to  stru^le  hard  in  the  defenuve,  and  with 
very  little  sucess,  as  I  thought,  to  resist  the  able  and  elo- 
quent charge  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Spbabce.]  It  is  in- 
quired, why  object  to  an  outfit,  when  you,  by  your  own 
rejectim  of  a  minister,  render  the  outnt  for  another  ne- 


cessu7?  My  answer  to  tUs  is,  tint  we  have  no  other 
way  in  which  we  can  correct  the  abuse  of  the  appointing 
power,  but  by  a  rejection  of  the  minister  improperly  ap- 
pointed; and  bef<H«  I  granted  another>appropnation  for 
another  outfit,  I  would  be  pretty  sure  that  the  abuse  would 
not  be  repeated.  *'  Hie  good"  which  has  been  achieved 
by  the  diploBicy  of  this  adminiatratkn!  Who^  in  d^ 
tiling,  can  Aow  us  any  good?  We  have  ratified  a  treaty 
with  Austria,  but  it  was  concluded  1^  Uw  last  adnunistnk- 
Uon.  Your  treaty  with  Braail  was  also  made  by  otiier 
hands.  Two  treaties  with  Mexico,  one  of  commerce  and 
the  other  of  limits,  have,  to  be  sure,  just  been  ratified, 
but  they  were  both  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  were  de- 
layed by  the  failure  of  that  Government  to  exchon^  the 
ratifications.  You  are  not  indebted  to  thb  administra- 
tion for  the  indemnity  obtained  from  Denmarki  and  the 
foundation  ofyourTuritidi  treaty  was  hid  by  Mr.  Adamsi 
and  this  has  been  admitted  this  session,  hi  d^iate  in  tiw 
other  House,  by  the  cbidrman  of  the  Committee  on  Fd> 
reign  Relations.  How  near  we  were  losii^  the  whok^ 
by  tite  stupicUty  and  folly  of  your  negotiators  at  tids 
Turkish  treaty,  1  am  not  at  liberty  to  state. 

Indeed,  rir,  there  was  no  "good"  anticipated  by  these 
changes  of  our  diplomatic  agents.  What  could  we  ex< 
pect  from  a  recall  of  men  of  intelligence  and  experience, 
to  supply  their  places  with  new  men,  regardless  of  all 
other  qualifications  but  tiieir  party  attachments?  No  other 
reasons  could  exist — indeed,  no  other  have  ever  been  pre- 
tended to  exist.  This  administration  has  bad  the  distin- 
guished honor  to  set  the  first  example  of  rewarding  its 
friends  and  punishing  its  enemies;  and  the  consequences^ 
wluch  we  already  feet,  are  distraction  at  home  and  cUfr 
grace  abroad.  We  are  humbled  every  where.  Hie 
tories  in  the  revolution  weK  scarcely  more  devoted  to  the 
mother  country  than  we  sacm  to  be.  It  is  British — ^Bri- 
tish— British  manuftctures — British  tonnage:  and  at  last 
Maine  given  up  to  pay  Britain  for  not  impressing;  our  sea- 
men. Maine!  that  proud,  republican  State — Maine!  who' 
so  nobly  spilt'  her  best  blood  by  sea  and  land;  has  she 
basely  surrendered?  No,  sir,  she  has  not.  If  her  agents 
bare  betrayed  her,  she  will  stiU  be  tnie  to  hovelf.  Had 
it  not  been  for  Uiat  thirst  of  partisans  tor  reward,  Maine 
would  not  have  been  in  her  present  predicament.  Mr. 
Hu^es,  our  charge  d'affaires  at  the  Netherlands,  was 
nominated  minister  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Preble  was 
appointed  agent  with  Mr.  Gallatin.  Mr.  Hughes  was 
popular  at  that  court,  and  it  was  expected  that  Mr.  Preble 
would  go  out  as  u^nt  to  prosecute  our  claimi^  ^ed  by 
the  diplomatic  talents  and  experience  of  the  imnister.  But 
no;  at  this  critical  period  you  must  have  every  thing  new. 
A  minister,  an  entire  stranger  to  the  court  and  the  lan- 
guage. And  "  the  higiilands"  were  at  last  found  to  be  in^ 
the  bed  of  a  river!  This  is  one  speamen  of  the  "good"' 
boasted  of  by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  Nearly  a 
third  part  of  the  State  bartered  away  for  RfAise's  Point 
and  impressment.  Thank  heaven  I  am  not  made  of  such 
flexible  materials.  I  was*  on  a  former  occanoo,  rebuked 
by  the  very  amusing  and  edifying  Senator  fVon  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  MiLLxn]  for  too  rigid  an  adherence  to  the 
doctrines  which  I  entertained  and  inculcated  during  the 
war;  and  he  illustrated  lus  rebuke  by  the  vetpr  odd  anec- 
dote of  the  man  who  was  so  fond  of  swimming  that  he 
would  keep  paddling  with  his  hands  and  feet  to  imitate 
swimming  when  he  was  on  the  land — meaning,  I  suppose, « 
(if  the  figure  means  any  thing,^  that  my  prinaples  ougfit 
to  bend  or  j^dd  to  my  ooncution.  This  mi^^t  do  very 
well  for  the  L^istature  of  my  Stat^  who  have,  during  a 
sesuon  of  a  veiy  few  weeks,  given  directly  oppodte  opi- 
nions on  the  subject  of  a  surrender  of  tiieir  territoiyi 
but  my  doctrines  do  not  set  quite  so  loose  upon  me. 

Sir,  I  am  against  all  these  smmmem-^ese  aquatic,  am- 
phibious politicians.  Had  it  not  been  f<w  these,  you  would 
not  have  witnessed  the  conftuion,  ignonnoe,  and  want  of 
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confldenca  in  the  sdiiiiiiistnttHia  of  your  afiain.  But  the 
tide  wu  at  the.flood,  and  they  plunged  in,  and  otnoothly 
•nd  «weet]y  o^ram  on»  and  each,  aa  be  tboug1\t,  to  hU  de- 
^red  haven — a  good  anug  office:  sonie,  to  be  sure,  fell 
into  tbe  eddy,  and  otbera  "ventured,  liite  little  wanton 
boys,  who  iwim  on  bladders,  these  many  summers,  in  a 
■ea  of  gioijr,"  but  far  beyond  thdr  de{>th;  their  high* 
blown  Dopes  at  length  bunt  under  th«n,  and  left  them, 
weary  and  old,  to  the  mercy  of  a  rude  stream,  that  must 
forever  lude  them.  And  we  may  have  witnessed  a  case 
or  so,  where  some  one  or  more  miglit  exclaim,  "  O!  how 
wretched  is  that  poor  man  who  bangs  on  princes" — no,  net 
*' princes" — onpremdential  "favors."  There  is,  between 
that  smile  he  would  aspire  to,  that  sweet  presidential  as- 
pect, "and  hia  ruin,  uiore  pangs  and  fears  than  wars  or 
women  haret  and  when  he  fiu^  be  fidli  Uke  Lucifer, 
never  to  rise  agun." 

.  If  this  charge  of  too  much  conustenoy  had  come  from 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  who  challenged  us  to  tikis 
debate,  I  ^ould  not  have  been  surprised.  Ifi  that  SUte, 
1  underatand,  they  do  not  think  much  of  consistency-  It 
ia  said  that  there  a  man  scarcely  knows,  for  twenty-four 
hours,  to  wliat  party  he  belongs;  and  what  seems  uiigular 
U,  that,  while  be  is'luminK,  he  is  insensible  of  tbe  Ojicm- 
tion.  The  magician  touches  him  with  his  wanil,  and  he 
k  changed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  A  man,  it  is  said, 
baa  been  known  to  go  to  bed  and  to  ulecp  a  decided  Clui> 
toman,  andto  wake  up  iu  the  inoriiing  a-'*BucktMilot  the 
first  water."  Like  Corooral  Trim's  falhng  in  love,  "it 
bursts  upon  you  like  a  bmpb,  wKltout  giviug  you  time  to 
say,  God  bless  me!" 

Sir,  there  ia  one  species  of  diplomacy*  aaid  to  be  set  on 
foot,  wbicli,  if  the  tact  be  so,  caniwt  receive  too  much 
reprobation.  Is  it  not  enough  tlitit  we  are  (1  fear)  to  loi>e 
an  inipoitant  portion  of  our  truntier^  Is  it  not  |i;iiuugb 
that  wtrtuve  not  only  surrendered  the  colonial  trade  to 
Great  Britain,  but  wc  h^ve  humbly  begged  lier  to  tKke  it.' 
But  must  we  still  drink  the  cup  ot  liuinihution  to  the 
dregs,  by  buyii.g  an  exemption  lromim|)reitiiinent? 

1  know  fuU  Well  thHt  tlie  opinions  and  decisions  of  thi« 
Senate  will  be  arraigned,  if  jM  consistent  with  the  views 
ami  willies  uf  ^the  ^ministration.  On  this  very  subject 
of  our  reUtioiui  with  tirent  Britsun,  the  Senate  has  been 
reproached  by  tlie  Frei^ent.  A  few  days  sitice  lie  stated 
to  a  liiglily  respectable  gentleman,  now  in  this  chamber, 
that,  when  he  commenced  Ins  admuiiiitratton,  we  were  on 
the  most  friendly  reUtiuns  with  Great  Britain;  and  now, 
by  the  coiiducit  of  that  Senate,  we  were  on  tlie  verge  of 
enmityt  and  he  sliould  not  send  another  minister  there, 
until  he  had  learnt  how  the  Britisli  (Soveniment  received 
the  iuMilt  offered  them  by  the  Senate  in  the  rejection  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  Sir,  I  sute  this  not  lightly,  but  upon 
mature  reSection.  I  know  what  1  say,  and  1  hold  myself 
responsible  for  the  truth  of  it.  This  "imporUnt  nego- 
tiauon,"  with  which  our  minister  to  London  is  charged, 
i%  it  seems,  the  subject  of  impreswng  American  seamen. 
Sir,  can  this  be  possible?  laid  believe  that  this  matter 
had  been  settled— -very  honorably  settled—by  aucb  nego- 
tiator at  UuU,  Ba.iibri^,.  Kodnra,  SUou-t,  Perry, 
McpmiDu^  and  many  other  good  ndlows,  who  so  t^eu 
caused  the  star^pangled  banner  to  wave  in  triumph  over 
at.  George's  cross. 

Mr.  Preaideiit,  my  colleague  speaks  of  the  Preridenf  s 
conatruction  of  the  act  of  39ih  Hay,  1830,  and  his  execu- 
tion of  that  law  contrary  to  its  plain  intent  and  import,  as 
nattiir  of  Hngularity.  My  wtnthy  colleague  must  have 
been  an  inattentive  observer  of  the  times,  if  he  has  not 
peroeiKd  tbat  this  ia  an  ererr  day  business)  that  Uie  Pre- 
sident has  not  only  undertaken  to  modify  lawa,  but,  in 
effect,  to  repeal  them,  and  even  treaties,  too,  by  refusing 
to  "take care  that  they  are  faithfully  executed."  Had 
the  judges  of  your  Supreme  Cotirt  usurped  the  legislative 
■■  mueb  M  the  Prcddent  hu,  in  injr  opinion,  the  judicial 


powers,  tliey  would  have,  forthwith,  been  brought  to  Aa 
bar  of'-tbis  Senate.  This  very  act,  which  admits  Btitidi 
and  American  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  into  the  le- 
spective  ports  of  the  parties,  upon  temaof  perfect  cqiufi. 
ty,  is,  by  Executive  '<  construction,"  to  permit  a  BritiA 
veasel  to  take  a  cargo  of  ftxvigo  produce  from  the  United 
Statea-lo  ai^  of  thnreckKues,  when  an  American  vesiel 
is  strictly  prohibited  fr<m  doing  any  such  tfaii^  tbta 
executing  tlie  law,  not  as  it  is,  but  aa  he  and  Great  Bn- 
tain  would  have  it  to  be.  Thia  identical  act,  puttinga 
constniotion  on  a  law  of  Congress  against  its  plain  mcu- 
ing  and  intent,  and  at  the  same  time  yielding  to  Britiih 
narigation  an  advantage  over  our  own,  never  before  sui' 
rendered  to  any  nation,,  is  an  era  in  the  commercial  hiatonr 
of  this  country,  from  which  [  fear  tbe  future  hiabuiao  will 
date  its  decline,  and  the  cause  of  ita  final  faU.  Auguatni 
Cieaar  first  subdued  the  Senate,  and  then  used  it  urn  in- 
strument to  enslave  Uie  people.  If,  as  Mr.  UcLane  wn, 
it  will  be  always  our  interest  that  foreigners  should  ex- 
port from  our  country  our  foreign  pi«duce,  then  it  is 
equully  our  interest  tliat  they  should  have  the  same  pre- 
ference in  the  exportation  of  our  domestic  producti. 
Admit  tliis,  and  your  Chinese  or  "  terrapin"  pcuicy  isei. 
tablished  as  tlie  permanent  policy  of  the  nation,  if,  in- 
stead of  a  difcrinunation  in  nvor  of  ourselv^  whteh  liu 
been  our  navigating  system  from  1790  down  to  this  time, 
our  policy  is  to  be  a  discrimination  agunst  ourselrei  ind 
in  favor  of  otherst  if  the  whole  nrstem  Is  not  only  Ut  be 
abuniloned  but  reversed,  let  gentlemen  avow  it  distinctly; 
and  let  us  understand  what  tliey  mean,  that  we  may  kiiov 
where  to  meet  them.  Maine,  which,  in  piunt  of  toning 
stands  third  in  the  Union,  liaa  a  right  to  be  heatd  on  Uui 
subject.  With  ua  it  ia  a  great  question.  If  we  are  lo 
lose  our  territory  and  navigittion,  too,  and  get  some  offim 
fur  the  leaders,  but  nothing  for  tite  people,  all  parti  and 
parcels  of  the  scheme  ought  to  be  fully  disclosed. 

The  question  of  the  colonial  arrangement  is  one  involv- 
ing our  whole  navigating  policy.  The  discrimination  in 
favor  of  Britiol)  tonnage,  and  the  reason  given  for  it,  thil 
it  will  be  for  our  interest  to  give  a  preference  to  foreignen 
to  export  foreign  products,  demand  theaeriousconsidoa. 
tion  of  every  atatesman.  Tknow  tlint  a  very  distin^wshed 
statesman,  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  an  eariy  advocate  tor  lu^ 
rendering  the  ocean.  But  tiiis  was  before  we  had  «  fede- 
i-al  constitution,  ^ving  a  general  power  to  regulate  the 
commerce  of  the  whole  confederacy  and  he  aftenranU 
abandoned  these  visionary  ideas,  and,  in  his  various  mes- 
sages, has  recommended  commerce  and  navigation  as  in- 
terests  inseparable  from  agriculture  and  manuftcturca 
What  should  have  put  thia  thought,  of  the  suireiidenn^ 
of  our  navigation,  into  tbe  heads  of  the  Prevdent  and  ha 
minister,  it  is  impoBsible  to  conjecture.  And  it  is  indeed 
still  more  singular  and  inexplicable  that  this  surrender 
should  be  made  to  the  nation  which,  above  all  others,  a 
capable  of  using  it  most  to  her  own  advantage  and  to  (W 
injury.  Great  Britain  had  hitely  changed  very  matenslly 
her  colonial  policy.  Mr-  Huskisson,  in  i^acuwPUgtbe  cfr 
lebrated  colonial  acts,  had  acknowledged  tbat  a  wceea- 
ful  competition  with  the  United  Statea,  on  the  restrieliK 
principle,  was  impossible.  The  British  minister  had  sd- 
mitted  to  Mr.  Barbour,  that  the  colonial  restrictions  vtn 
most  injurious  to  the  colonies  themselves.  We  had  ""Jy 
the  whole  carrying  of  the  circuitous  tradet  and  why  tbti 
extraortUnaiy  preference  to  Great  Britain  at  tiiis  time. 


•  "PerbiM  to  remote,  ai  much  iipoaibk,  the  (i«a«ina««f 
wmr,  11  roiKht  be  lielii-r  for  ti»  (o  iIiniiJuii  ihe  iicraii  ^1. 
being  ilie  fltrmtiil  whrreuii  we  (hill  be  prini.ipillf  tspt"* 
wi  h  other  itHtiuiM:  lu  leave  tu  otli<.n  lo  hrinif  wlwi  wrA«ll  ■•'"•'^ 
to  earry  «w»)r  wliai  «v  eaii  •pare.    Thii  wuuld  aitkc  u* 

10  Eu«.|)f,  by  ufferiiiff  in.ni-  of  oor  pru|ieri)r  lo  their  prtar,  ""J 
tuiii  all  uureitizeut  to  iheeiillivniiuiit>l'(beeanhiaad  ItVDrMH  'PJ|> 
euKivatun  oi  tlieearih  arelhemtiat  vir  iiuoiand  indejwuw"' ^■"'^ 

11  miKlit  be  time  eiMurh  tu  irrk  t'inulanwn>t  for  iwn  *■,"=*• 
the  laiiit  iM  louier  oftn  lu^-^f^nii't  Sttn  m  ri^M*,  ^  ^ 
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Wuoor  political  existence  in  danger,  and  did  we,  ae  in 
our  treaties  with  Fnnce,  of  1778,  aurrender  lomethii^, 
nUier  tiwui  loae  all?  Notbiner  of  thi»--iior  were  we  en- 
«ged  in  war,  or  tiireatened  with  one.  Nor  fwTe  we  even 
the  mean  apology  of  bartering  our  honor  foe  profit:  for 
we  hare  gamed  nothing.  N<h  ttiseren  vonc)  n  national 
■acrifice  of  both  honor  and  interest — to  mtb  a  par^t  a 
mere  politieal  ■^biimbiij'." 

Sir,  I  must  tax  the  patience  of  the  Senate,  while  I  make 
an  exertion  to  diaabuae  the  piibKcon  this  subject  of  "the 
colonial  trade,"  so  oiudi  talked  of  and  so  little  anderstood. 
I  ahall  endeavor  to  present  it  as  it  has  been  and  as  it  is;  not 
only  in  regard  to  Great  Britwn,  but  other  nations  bavinfi: 
colonies  in  our  vicinity.  The  peace  of  1783  had  changed 
our  relations  with  the  British  Northern  and  Southern  Ame- 
rican colonies,  and  it  was  readily  perceived  that  the  colo- 
nial regulations  which  Great  Britain  might  adopt  in  this 
new  slate  of  thii^^  must  have  an  important  beArinj*  on 
OW  eomroerctal  relations  with  Great  Britain  herself.  The 
colonies  Wng  in  the  way  of  a  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  European  dominions,  bt^  indirect 
communications  with  them,  enjf^d  by  Great  Britain  and 
not  by  us,  woiild  give  her  a  manifest  advantage.  This  was 
perceivedt  and,  immediately  after  the  peace  of  1783,  when 
we  bad  no  general  effectual  power  to  countervail  any  com- 
mercial restrictions  Imposed  by  other  nations,  Great  Bri- 
tain began  to  cut  about  and  see  how  she  was  to  engross 
the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  preserve  the  supremacy 
of  her  own  navigation.  Mr.  Pitt  thought  a  free  trade 
would  give  Great  Britain  a  successful  competition,  and  he 
made,  in  1783,  a  proposition,  remarkable  for  its  liberality, 
to  equalize  the  duties  in  our  trade  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies,  on  native  products  from  each,  whether  in 
British  or  American  ships.  This  bill  of  Mr.  Pitt,  called 
**the  American  intercourse  bill,"  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Eden  (anerwardsLord  Anckland)  as  bvoring  the  United 
States  at  the  expense  of  the  American  colonies.  The 
bill  fell,  of  course,  with  Mr.  Fitftsdministration,  but  pro- 
bably would  not  have  been  passed  hid  he  retained  his 
power. 

The  next  year  the  Committee  of  Council,  acting  as  a 
Board  of  Trade,  drew  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the 
advant^  of  the  circuitous  voyage.  They  state  that  "it 
had  been  observed  to  theni  that  the  owners  concerned  in 
the  West  India  trade  have  long  labored  under  great  disad- 
vantages, from  the  difficult]'  of  procuring  outward  frei^ts 
for  their  vessels;  but  now,  bygoingfirsttoKorthAmenca, 
and  from  thence  to  the  West  ln<£es,  and  so  home,  they 
will  be  sure  of  two,  and  perhaps  three,  instead  of  little 
more  than  one."  In  another  report,  in  1791,  they  q)eak 
of  this  circuitous  trade  as  *'  a  new  acquiution.** 

Our  trade  with  Great  Britain  was  regulated  by  tempora- 
ry acts  of  Parliament  and  orders  in  council,  until  1788,  and 
and  that  with  her  colonies  wA  to  be  carried  on  in  British 
ships  alonet  when  Parliament  made  its  permanent  colonial 
regulation^  thus  described  by  Mr.  McPherson,  wluch  I 
wis  give  yon  entire: 

S^licPlurmm?»  Jbmakt  voL  4,  pe^  168. 

*<J&K&10^^./Jll788. 
"The  Parliament,  tidnking  that  the  experience  <d  fire 
yeats  bad  now  proved  that  British  vessels  were  etunpetent 
to  the  supply  of  the  West  India  islands  ^th  the  produce 
of  Araeritt,  enacted  a  permanent  law,  instead  of  the  tem- 
porary regulations  hitherto  generally  renewed  every  year, 
whereby  the  importation  of  tobacco,  pitch,  tar,  turpen- 
tine, hemp,  flax,  masts,  yards,  bowsprits,  lumber  of  every 
kind,  horses,  cattle,  and  other  live  stock,  bread,  flour, 
peas,  beans,  potatoes,  wheat,  rice,  oats,  barley,  and  other 
mjn,  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  into  the  West  In- 
%es.  in  British  vessels,  legally  navigated,  was  aotborixedi 
and  all  other  articles  were  proUbited,  on  penalty  of  forfat- 
ure  of  tlie  Tuel  and  cargo.   Qoods  or  ' produce,  wliieh 


may  be  lawfully  exported  from  the  West  Indies  to  any 
foreign  country  in  Europe,  may  be  carried  to  the  United 
States,  as  may  also  sugar,*  molasses,  coffte,  pimento, 
cocoa,  chocolate  nuts,  and  ginger — the  two  latter  articles 
paying  the  same  duty  as  when  carried  to  tiie  BritiA 
nies  in  America.  Both  imports  and  exports  must  be  ordy 
in  British  vessels,  navigated  accordinff  to  lawi  but  vessett 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  arriving  in  ballast  at  the 
Turk's  Islands,  are  permitted  to  load  with  salt,  and  no  other 
article,  on  paying  a  du^  <^  two  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  ton,  (payable  in  dollars,  at  five  4iilfing«  and  six 
pence  per  ounce,)  theirmeafurementbeinff  determined  by 
a  proper  ofRcer.  Neither  can  any  other  article  than  satt 
be  ezpArted  from  Turk's  Islanda  to  any  British  colony  in 
Amencaor  the  West  Indiesi  nor  can  anv  goods  be  export- 
ed from  them  to  Great  Britun  and  Ireland,  but  salt,  and 
such  articles  as  may  be  ImptNted  from  all  countries  flree  of 
duty.  Such  articles  aa  are  allowed  to  be  impmted  A«m 
the  United  States  to  the  British  West  Indies,  most  not  be 
imparted  from  any  foreign  West  India  island,  except  in 
cases  of  distress,  when  the  governor  and  council  of  any 
island  may  permit  tile  importation  of  them  in  British  ves- 
sels for  a  limited  time.  No  goods  whatever  are  allowed 
to  be  imported  from  the  United  States  into  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  Cape  Breton,  St.  John's,  Newfoundland> 
and  their  dependenciea,  Except  in  cases  ^  dirtres%  when 
the  governor  and  council  of  any  of  the  prorinces  may  allow 
timber  and  lumber,  horses,  cattle,  and  other  five  atocJc, 
bread,  potatoes,  and  grain  of  all  kind^  to  be  imported  in 
British  vessels,  fora  Lmrted  time.  No  goods  are  allowed 
to  be  carried  by  sea  froih  the  United  States  to  the  pro* 
vince  of  Quebec,  upon  any  account  whatever.  But  no- 
thing in  this  act  is  intended  to  repeal  the  act  of  last  year, 
respecting  the  free  ports  of  Ktnprton,  Savannah-bpMer,'* 
&c.— Cap.  6. 

Our  commerce  b«nr,  as  you  see,  the  victim  of  foreign 
legislation,  was  a  main  mducement  to  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitotion.  This  is  an  important  era  in  our 
commercial  history.  At  that  time  the  exports  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  SUtes  were  ^£3,525,300  sterling- 
greater  than  to  any  other  nation;  and  her  imports  from 
thence  $1,050,197  only.  The  next  year  Congress  passed 
the  celebrated  tonnage  bill,  discriminatinff  in  ntvor  of  our 
own  vessels  and  their  cargoes.  At  this,  the  British  ship- 
owners took  the  alarm.  They  saw  that  the  new  Govern- 
ment had  the  power  to  put  the  American  navigator  on 
equal  ground  of  competition;  and  with  this,  and  our  enter- 
prise and  skill,  there  was  good  cause  of  alarm.  The  first 
device  resorted  to,  was  a  proposition  to  a  mutual  repeal 
of  discriminating  duties  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
and  the  British  European  ports(  craftily  reserving  the 
right  so  to  regulate  the  trade  with  the  colonies,  Hiat  thejr 
could  always  ^scriminate,  in  the  ciretutons  trade,  in  their 
own  favor. 

In  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  of  1794,  the  twelfth  article  authoriz- 
ed our  citizens  to  carry,  !cci  in  our  own  vessels,  to  the 
British  WeM  Indies,  not  exceeding  seventjr  tons  burden,' 
such  of  our  products  as  Britirii  vessels  might  carry,  &c. 
paying  the  same  duties;  this  to  continue  during  the  pre- 
sent war,  and  two  years  aftert-and  by  the  fifteenth  article 
of  the  same  treaty,  Hm  Biitidi  reserve,  as  to  the  European 
trade,  the  right  to  countervail  our  diserintfniting  duties. 
Here  wm  unquestionably  a  stratanm  to  equalize  the  du- 
ties in  the  colonial  trade,  diacriminate  in  the  (Urect  trade, 
adhere  to  the  policy  of  interacting*  our  carrying  between 
the  colonies  and  the  parent  country;  and  the  consequence 
would  have  been  inevitable,  that  .nearly  the  whole  inter- 
course would  have  been  circuitous,  and  the  British  would 
have  engrossed  the  whole  of  it.    For  example,  in  the  dL 


*  QDcry.— b  nun  foisotteii,  or  dnlgiwiHf  omiltedf  It  cooiiliatM 
brftrtke  moit  Important  aittsls  in  the  cspurn  firaa  tha  Wmi  Mms 
10  Uk  Ustti4  Sums. 
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reet  tnde,  %  Britiib  Tenel  pays  a  heavy  diseritninatii^  duty 
hcKt  an  American  a  heavy  one  there.  Hiroug'h  the 
CokMiiefl^eyareequiJ;  but  our  veasela  cannot  go  to  Great 
Britain  through  the  colonies,  while  theirs  can.  Where- 
fore, it  follows  that  they  could  have  carried  on  the  circuit- 
ous trade,  through  the  coloiuei,  without  (Uscrimination, 
and  we  must  have  been  confined  to  direct  route,  sub- 
ject to  just  such  burdens  as  Great  Britain  might  choose 
to  impose.  This  consideration,  probably,  together  with 
the  limitation  of  our  commerce  with  the  West  XncUes  to 
TCtsels  of  aerentv  tons,  induced  the  Senate  to  except 
tliat  article  from  toe  Tatification,  and  thus  we  escaped  that 
soAre. 

But,  in  1802,  and  immediately  after  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
an  act  of  Parliament  was  pasted,  and  transmitted  to  the 
Prendent,  who  communicated  it  immediately  to  Congress^ 
proponn^  to  abt^iah  the  discrimbiating  duties  in  oorcom- 
nerce  with  their  European  ports— anticipating  thereby 
the  same  advantage,  in  the  voyage  through  the  colonies, 
which  has  been  obtained  by  Mr.  HcLane*s  arrangement. 
The  message  of  the  President,  witii  the  act  of  Parliament, 
was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  who 
made  a  report  in  &Tor  of  the  measure,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbc^e  Housei  and,  soon  after,  a 
rescdutiort  was  offered,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, agunst  abolishing  discriminating  duties  witii  nations 
having  colonies,  unless  our  vessels  were  admitted  into 
those  colonies  on  the  same  terms  as  their  own.  Nothing 
was  done  on  these  two  propositions!  •nd,  before  the  next 
session,  the  war  in  Europe  was  rekindled,  and  nothing 
after  occurred  to  revive  the  subject  until  the  peace  of 
1814.  After  the  treaty  of  Ghent  had  been  ratified,  our 
ninjsten  proposeda  commerdal  convention,  and  the  ques- 
tion again  arose,  Slutll  we  agree  to  a  reciprocibr  in  navi- 
gation, without  inchiding  the  colonies'  Mr.  Awms,  Ian 
told,  was  averse  to  this,  apprehending  that  we  Aould  be 
circumvented  in  the  circuitous  voyage.  But  aconvention 
was  agreed  on,  merely  as  an  experiment,  limited  to  four 
years,  by  which  tlie  products  of  each  country  miriit  be 
imported  into  the  other  upon  the  same  terms,  whether 
the  vessels  be  American  br  British.  It  was  soon  perceiv- 
ed that  the  exclunon  of  the  American  cdoiues  from  the 
operation  uf-this  convention  was  producingthe  effects  ap- 
prehended, in  giving  the  British  the  advantage  of  three 
and  even  four  freights,  while  we  were  limited  to  two,  and 
often  to  one.  At  the  time  of  the  convention  of  1815,  our 
whole  tonnage  amounted  to  1,368,127  tons;  British,  (Eu- 
ropean and  American,)  3,681,276  tons. 

It  is,  however,  a  striking  fiict,  tha^  during  the  year 
1816,  the  Bnti^  tonnage  engaged  in  tiie  whole  American 
colonial  trade  was  to  the  American  as  111.949  tons  to 
102,128  tons,  while  that  to  the  Britisli  West  Indies  was 
as  75,704  British  to  26,321  American.  This  was  insuffer- 
able; and,  in  1818,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  of 
the  House,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  amember,  and  of 
which  the  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Fokstth]  was  chair- 
man, made  their  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  oc- 
clusion tji  certain  BrUish  colonial  ports,  which  was  passed. 
Ttus  was  followed  up  by  the  act  of  1820,  mking  the  system 
more  extensive  and  perfedi  and  thus  were  the  British  co- 
lonial portt  closed  by  sea.  Great  Britain,  learning  our 
intention  to  pass  the  act  of  1818,  by  an  act  of  Parliament 
»o>e  year,  opened  the  ports  of  Halifax  and  St. 
John  8,  for  certain  articles  necessary  for  her  West  Indies, 

Sving  us  the  short  voj'sge,  and  reserving  to  herself  Uie 
ng otXjtni encambetiw  the  frade  witli  other restrio- 
taons.  This  was  inadmissible,  and  we  offered,  as  a  coun- 
ter project,  that  the  list  of  inadmissible  articles  should 
be  the  same  to  the  Northern  and  Southern  colonies,  the 
duties  to  be  equal  in  the  carrying,  and  no  other  nor  higher 
on  our  products  tiian  on  those  from  any  other  country. 
Nothing  was  sgreed  onj  and  such  was  the  consequent 
prcBwre  on  their  West  Indies,  that  an  act  of  Parliament, 


of  34th  June,  1833,  aulliorixed  certain  articles  to  be  in- 
ported  into  certain  ports,  tiie  produce  of  the  country  fm 
whence,  &.c.  and  tae  exportation  of  colonisl  produceind 
British  manufactures,  taking  special  care  to  give  the  Biv 
ti^  vessel  the  advantage  in  the  circtutous  Yongt.  Our 
act  of  1S23  susp ended  tiiose  of  1818  and  183(^  confined 
the  British  shipping  to  the  direct  trade,  and  offered  ts 
abolish  our  discnnunating  duties.  Thus  it  stood  until  tbt 
British  ctdonial  act  of  Ju^,  1835,  the  Britidi,  in  the  mesa 
time,  countervailing  our  acts,  and  still  neatly  the  whole 
trade  carried  on  in  American  shipping. 

This  act  of  Parliament  of  1825  (usually  called  Mr.  Hui- 
kisson's)  forms  another  commercial  era.  It  was  a  ndinl 
change  of  the  British  colonial  policy.  But,  in  the  discus- 
sions then,  and  in  the  succeeidin^  year,  principles  were 
advanced,  which  the  act  waa  neither  wculated  nor  in- 
tended to  sustain.  A  late  British  writer,  in  discnsnng  tbii 
subject,  has  remarked,  that  "  there  is  not,  perhaps,  mo- 
ther instance  in  the  history  of  Parliament,  in  wluch  the 
measure  brought  in  was  in  so  litUe  accordance  with  the 
speech  by  which  it  was  prefaced.  Prohibition,  It  is  true, 
was,  for  the  moat  part,  (though  not  entirely,)  abolished  in 
name,  but  it  waskept  up  in  act!  and  the  real  effect  of  the 
act  was  to  continue,  under  different  regulation),  eveiy 
abuse  which  Air.  Huskisson  had  denounced."  Towil,to 
give  Canada  and  the  ship  owners  the  m<mopoly  d'tfae  »ip- 
ply  of  the  West  India  colonies.  The  act  of  Parlismcnt, 
1825,  gave  the  direct  trade  in  native  products  to  nitions 
having  colonics,  upon  reoprocal  tenna«  and  to  tltosc  thtl 
had  not  colonies,  which  put  BritiA  trade  "ontiie  ft»tin{ 
of  the  most  favored  nation."  The  United  States,  ihes, 
Was  to  enjoy  the  colonial  trade  on  a  condition  so  obicuic 
and  equivocal,  that  there  is  strong  reason  to  suspect  it  vu 
intended  as  a  subterfuge.  We  had  given  other  lutions 
commercial  favors  for  equivalents;  and  was  the  cokmiil 
trade  in  British  vessels  to  be  put  on  an  equafi^  with  these' 
The  British  minister  here  (Hr.  Vaugbun)  vss  ciUed  on 
for  an  explanation,  but  he  confessed  be  could  pre  dom. 
But  subsequent  events  show  clearly  that  this  new  cokml 
policy  was  aimed  mainly  at  the  navigation  of  the  Uwttd 
States.  It«-aaseeDtbat,fromtbecloseofdiewar,inlB15, 
to  1835,  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  had  incressed, 
wlule  that  of  Great  Britain  had  diminished.  It  was  fnnk* 
ly  acknowledged  tiiat,  in  a  commercial  warfare  with 
they  must  fail,  and  that  their  American  colonies  must  niT. 
fer  exceed'mgly.  Mr.  Huskisson  observed  that,  by  our 
commercial  system,  "  a  heavy  blow  was  aimed  at  the  nt- 
vigation  of  England."  After  a  frank  avowal  that  their  own 
commercial  policy  was  to  check  the  growth  of  any  w*- 
time  Power  which  mi^t,  by  her  sin^e  strengtii,  emua- 

ger  the  commerdal  snprenucy  of  England,  and  queslMti 
er  title  to  tile  sovereignty  <^  the  seas,  Mr.  Huskisson  adds, 
"  It  is  the  broad  principle  upon  which  the  navigation  sj-s- 
tem  of  this  country  was  founded,  and  it  is  obvious  thst  the 
motives  for  adopting  that  system  were,  first,  thst  «co 
ptution  of  the  carrying  trade  of  foreign  countries  a  does 
not  devolve  to  BritiKi  shipping,  should  be  divided  u 
equally  as  possible  amongst  other  maritime  States, 
engrossed  by  any  one  of  them  in  particular;  and,  teeoBm, 
diat  countries  entertaining  relations  of  commerce  with  tto 
country,  and  not  possessing  shipping  of  their  own,  *oob 
export  their  produce  to  England  in  British  ships  only,  in- 
stead of  employing  the  vessels  of  any  third  Power." 

it  was  pretended  that  those  nations  whi(^  did  not  accept 
of  the  teinis  prescribed  by  the.  colonial  trade  act,  wiUiin 
a  year,  forfeited  their  claims  to  the  provisions  of  that  wti 
yet  Great  Britun  acted  upon  this  principle  with  none 
tile  United  States.  Hr.  Gallatin  arrived  in  Eng^im  >" 
July,  and  it  was  known  he  was  instructed  to  open  *  "^S*: 
tiation  oil  the  subject;  but,  on  the  27th  of  tiiis  month,  u» 
before  he  liad  presented  his  credentials,  Uie  order  m  «^ 
cil  was  issued,  excluding  us  from  this  trade.  ^"J^ 
ninf,  after  cavilling  and  equivocating,  abruptly  and  p<- 
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remptorily  broke  offtbe  n^otution,  and  then  boasted  in 
Parluuiient  that  he  «  had  had  the  last  word.** 

The  oppontion  to  the  late  adnunistntion  now  hepM  to 
magTitfj  this  colonial  trade  as  a  great  aifair,  and  to  arraign 
the  administration  for  lonag  it.  It  was  the  party  hobbyi 
and  the  President  was  accused  of  demanding  too  much. 
In  1826,  legi^ion  was  attemptetl,  but  it  failed,  for  want 
of  time.  In  1837|  a  bill  was  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
Lonidun,  [Mr.  Joksbtoit,]  then  chairman  of  the  Comnnt- 
tee  on  Commerce,  providing  for  closing  the  colonial  p<»ts 
after  the  30th  Septembert  but  if,  before  that  time,  they 
should  be  opened  to  us,  and  the  British  cUscnminatiog  du- 
ties repealed,  the  President  might,  by  proclamation,  open 
ours  to  them  on  the  same  terms.  This  bill  was  amended, 
on  my  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  "by  aea,"  so  as  to 
make  the  exclunon  extend  to  the  inland  navigation.  Af- 
ter thi^  the  whole  bill,  after  the  enacting  clause,  was 
itricken  otttf  and,  on  motion  of  the  Senator  nam  Maiyland, 
[Mr.  SinTVt]  a  eubstitute  inserted,  of  three  Kctiotis.  The 
nrst,  repealing  the  discriminating  duties  after  the  31st  De- 
cember; the  second,  suspending  the  acts  of  1818,  1830, 
aod  1833,  until  the  31st  of  December;  and  the  third,  au- 
thorizing the  Freudent,  before  that  time,  to  repestl  our 
acU  of  1818,  1820,  and  1823,  and  the  discriminating 
duties,  diould  the  British  order  in  coundl,  of  37th  July, 
1826,  and  their  discriminating  duties^  he  repealed.  Thus 
amended,  the  act  pasMd  the  Senate,  but  the  House 
thought  it  was  too  humiliating.  Aswepassedi^  if  theBri- 
tidi  <Hder  in  council,  interdicting  the  trade  to  us,  should  not 
be  rescinded,  our  discriminating  duties  would  be  repealed 
after  the  31st  of  December,  and  our  cdonial  acts  would 
all  have  been  revived.  Now,  as  the  act  of  1823  suspended 
those  of  1818  and  1830,  the  result  would  have  been,  that, 
after  the  31st  of  December,  the  whole  trad^  would  have 
been  open  to  Great  Britain,  without  discriminating  duties, 
and  closed  to  ua.  This  was  the  view  taken  of  it  by  the 
diainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce .  of  the  House, 
now  a  member  of  the  Senate,  [Mr.  ToxLtifsoK,]  in  which 
he  was  unquestionably  correct,  and  the  bill  was  amended, 

Eroviding  that.  If  the  British  ports  were  not  open  to  us 
y  the  31at  of  December,  ours  ^ould-  be  shut  to  them, 
'^er  a  conference,  eadi  House  adhered  to  its  opinion, 
and  die  bill  fiuled.  .  This  was  on  the  3d  of  Harch-rCon- 
gress  adjourned  the  next  dayi  and  the  President,  on  ^ 
17th,  issued  bis  proclamation,  closing  our  ports  against 
British  vessels.  The  Senate's  proposition  wav  opening 
the  trade  to  Great  Britain,  and  asking  her  to  open  it  to  us, 
without  saying-  what  we  would  do  in  case  she  ^led  to  com- 
ply; that  of  the  House  added,  that,  unless  she  did  comply, 
our  ports  should  be  ^ut  to  her,  as  hers  then  were  to  us. 
In  ttus  attempt  at  legislation,  the  adaunistration  did  not 
interfere  at  u),  thoiuh  its  opposers  attempted  to  throw 
the  blame  of  losing  ue  trade  on  them.  Had  there  been 
no  party  machinery  in  the  affur,  Great  Britain,  who  was 
almostmeexcluMTeioffera-,  would  have  soon  been  brought 
to  her  senses,  aod  consented  to  trade  on  fair  and  equita< 
ble  terms.  The  friends  of  the  late  adnunistntion,  charged 
with  demanding  too  much, .  in  fiict,  yielded  too  much, 
though  it  is  totuly  untrue,  as  alleged  by  If  r:  Van  Buren, 
that  It  had  abandoned  the  ground  it  bad  taken.  The 
piindples  adranccd  by  Great  Britain  on  this  subject  have 
always  been  at  war  with  each  other.  You  propose  a  com- 
mercial convention  or  treaty  with  her — "the  colonies  are 
distinct,  and  reciprocity  must  be  limited  to  her  European 
dominions."  You  |>ropoae  to  participate  in  the  carrying 
between  the  colonies  and  the  parent  country — "  the 
colonies  are  a  part  of  the  empire,  and  this  is  '  coasting 
trade.' "  The  stru^le  has  been,  by  the  British,  to  gat 
the  exclurive  eairymg,  and  to  supply  her  West  Inmea 
througii  her  Northern  colonies;  and,  by  us,  to  secure  a 
Air  equality.  Our  alternate  resort  to  discrimination  and 
exduaion,  since  the  convention  of  1815|  had, -in  a  conn* 
dentUo  disgree,  deprived  Great  Britain  oTtbe  adTcntagea 


of  the  circuitous  voyaget  md  throu^  the  ports  of  oAer 
nations  in  the  West  Inme^  (called  '*  the  neutral  port^") 
we  had  sni^lied  her  Southern  oohndesalmoit  exouaivety 
by  our  own  tonnage.  Although  our  inland  trade  was  stiU 
open,  yet  such  are  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation 
the  St.  Lawrence,  that  we  could  much  more  easily  supply 
the  West  Indies  through  *' the  neutral  ports,"  than  Great 
Britain  could  through  the  Canadas.  Now,  take  the  di& 
ferent  periods  of  1821,  1834,  1837,  and  1830,  under  Uie 
operations  of  the  different  acta  of  1818  and  1830,  when 
the  ports  were  closed,  1833,  when  they  were  open  par* 
daily,  enforcing  the  principle  cf  dbcrimtnation,  hmI  1^7 
and  1830,  when  they  were  closed  under  the  proclama> 
tion  of  17th  March,  1827,  and  compare  our  tonnage,  in 
each  of  those  years,  with  that  under  Mr.  UcLane'a  ar- 
rangement,  and  you  will  then  have  a  picture  of  this  affair 
most  appalling  to  the  navigating  interest.  Hitherto,  the 
British  Southern  colonies  had  been  nipplied  throQgh  the 
inland  nav^tion  with  the  Northern  provinces  ana  "the 
neutral  ports,"  the  largest  portion  Uirough  the  Danish 
and  Swedi^  islands;  considerable,  however,  through  the 
Spanish,  Frei^h,  and  Dutch  islands,  and  Hayti.  I  will 
take  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  British  colonies,  and 
the  Swedish  and  Danish  only,  although  this  is  by  no  meana 
stating  the  case  so  bad  as  it  is. 

BaiTisH,  Swxmsu,  axd  Dattisb. 
Aiacrlean  ToniUKe.  Forrifn. 

1821,  168,305  182,624  3,757  /fi90 
1824,  178,602  192,309  11,604  17,363 
1827,       158,303      148,099      17,623  19.792 

1830,  -  192,061         -  15,080 

1831,  -  151,147  -  107,078 
Yet  Uie  Senator  from  Illinois  expects  to  make  ua  believe 

that  our  tonnage,  in  this  b«de,  has  increased  since  this 
arrangement.  He  would  prove  it  in  this  way:  He  takes 
our  tunni^  engwed  in  the  direct  British  trade,  which 
was  almost  whoUy  intenUoted,  and  compares  it  with  that 
now  carried  on,  and  triumphantly  gives  you  the  r»uh. 
Now,  every  one  sees  the  entire  Rkllacf  of  the  argument, 
who  knows  that,  during  the  interdiction,  nearly  every 
thiiuf  was  done  through  the  "  neutral  ports."  I  have,  in- 
deed, stated  the  case  too  favorably  for  the  "  arrange- 
ment." There  was  more  commerce  with  the  British  co- 
lonies than  the  whole  carried  on  through  the  British,  Swe- 
dish, and  Danidi  ports.  Very  much  went  through  the 
Dutch,  French,  and  Spanish  islands;  and  Hayti,  as  I  have 
said.  And  now,  in  the  three  firs^  there  has  been  an  im- 
mense falling  off. 

We  liave  Been  the  condition  of  the  British  colonial  trade 
when  this  administration  commenced,  and  we  will  see, 
however  hunuliattng  it  may  b^  what  waa  done,  and  how  it 
was  done. 

"Hie  Pre^den^  in  his  first  message,  seems  to  be  paving 
the  way  tat  m  adjustment  of  this  question.  He  oeoins 
by  the  most  servile  adulation  of  the  British  nation,  vainly 
and  foolidily  expecting  that  his  flattery  would  induce  her 
to  surrender  what  she  deemed  an  important  principle 
connected  with  her  maritime  power.  **  With'  Great  Bri- 
tun,  (he  says,)  alike  dtstingutshed  in  peace  and  in  war,  we 
nuqr  look  forward  to  years  of  peaceful,  honorable,  and 
elevated  competition.  Every  thing  in  tiie  condition  and 
history  of  the  two  nations  i»  calculated  to  inspire  senti- 
ments of  mutual  respect"  Sir,  is  this  the  sentiment  of 
the  Preudent  of  these  United  States'  Everything?  Every 
thing  in  the  condition  and  history  of  Great  Britain  to  in- 
spire us  with  sentiments  of  respect.'  Are  the  "condi- 
tiims"  of  her  public  debt,  her  tithes  and  poor  rates,  and 
her  religious  establishment^  entitled  to  our  very  profound 
reject?  Butit  is  notKmited  toherpresent  "con^timt" 
it  extends  to  her  whole  "histotyi**  not  only  to  aU  that  she 
is,  but  to  aa  that  she  has  been,  or  has  done.  Evetythtng! 
My  Ufc  for  it,  nr,  he  never  wrote  tt.   Be  knew  wmrtbii^ 
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of  the  wu  of  the  rerolutiont  he  iray  have  read  something 
of  British  history;  he,  in  the  last  war,  defended  his  coun- 
try against  her  myrmidons,  fighting  for  "  booty  and  beau- 
ty;" and  coukl  he  respect  every  thing  in  the  hiitoty  of 
these  transactions  >  It  is  a  misprinti  or  some  British  spy, 
turking  around  the  palace,  slipped  m  and  made  the  inter- 
polation. [Here  Mr.  H.  called  for  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, and  read]  "The  history  of  the  present 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and 
usurpations,  all  baling,  in  direct  object,  the  establishment 
of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these  States."  Is  this  enti- 
tled to  our  very  profound  respect?  "  Taking  away  our 
chartered  rights,  abolishing  our  mott  valuable  laws,  f.nd 
altering,  fundamentally,  the  forms  of  our  Government" 
These  things  do  not  seem  to  me  to  command  very  great 
req>ecL  Many  other  things  are  contained  in  this  document, 
equally  atrocious,  which  we  might  remember,  not  with 
\be  most  perfect  cordiality.  If  "  he  plundered  our  sea^ 
ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our  towns,  and  destroyed  the 
Bves  of  our  people^"  and  did  many  other  acts  of  atrodty, 
justifying  the  decoration  that  "a  prince,  whose  charac- 
ter  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant, 
la  nnftt  to  the  ruler  of  a  free  )ieople,'*  the  Preddent 
mil  pardon  me  when  I  again  inquire,  b  every  thing  in 
the  condition  and  history  of  tiiat  country  calculated  to 
inspire  us  with  with  sentiments  of  respect?" 

Imagine  toyourself,  mr.the  Prewdentof  the  United  Sutes 
standing  before  the  throne  of  the  British  King,  and  thus 
addressing  him:  "  Hay  it  pleaseyour  Majesty,  it  is  my  high- 
est honor,  as  well  as  my  greatest  pleasure,  to  address  the 
beloved  and  illustrious  monarch  of  a  ^at  and  gallant  na- 
tion, distinguidied  alike  in  peace  and  in  war;  every  tliin 
in  the  conoition  and  history  of  your  country  is  calculate 
to  inspire,  in  my  bosom,  sentiments  of  the  nrofoundest 
reject."  And  how  much  more  devotional  and  loyal 
would  that  have  been,  than  the  eulogy  which  I  have  read 
from  this  message?  9ir,  the  sigoers  of  that  declaration 
were  good  witnidses— Hancock,  Samueland  John  Adams, 
Sherman,  Franklin,  JcfTerson,  and  all  the  rest.  They  are 
idl  dead  but  one.  No!  thev  are  alive,  and  will  live  in  the 
affiectiona  of  freemen,  until  freedom  herself  shall  expire. 
And  thdr  declaration  is  a  libel  upon  the  British  nation,  or 
this  eulogy  is  a  libel  upon  tiiem.  Every  ttung!  O,  hea- 
vens! Everything!  Mr.  HcLane  was  specially  instructed 
to  communicate  this  message  to  hb  Majesty's  &>vemment, 
and  to  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  these  are  the 
sentiments  of  the  American  people;  that  the  claims  ad- 
vaneed  by  the  Unked  Statea  had  been  abandoned  by  those 
who  made  ti^m;  that  tboie  cbums  bad  reenved  no  aanc- 
tion  from  the  people,  and  are  not  revived.  He  was  to 
urge  upon  the  British  Government  the  Prendent's  anxious 
denre  to  terminate  a  state  of  things  prejudicial  to  the' 
friendly  relations  of  the  two  countries.  "The  president 
hopes  that  true  policy  would  induce  his  Majesty,"  &c. ; 
appeals  to  British  liberality:  and  yet  the  humble,  degrad- 
ing, supplicating  letter  remained  four  months  without  an 
answert  and  then,  on  the  16th  March,  1830,  the  American 
minister  writes  «iother>  or  rather  a  book,  going  into  the 
whole  history  of  the  anur,  proving  how  much  it  would 
benefit  Great  Britain  to  adjust  the  controversy;  disclaiming 
and  disavowing  "  American  pretensions,"  excusing,  so- 
liciting, and  apologizing,  and  all  that;  declining  to  defend 
his  country  for  not  eoAracing  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Pai^ament  of  1825;  or,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  was  willing  his  countrjr  should  incur  the  penal^ 
1^  its  giult  m  not  obeying  a  British  law! 

Lord  Aberdeen  bad  seen,  from  tiie  aolidtude  of  Mr. 
McLane,  that  it  was  the  party  in  power  wtuch  wished  for 
the  adjustment,  for  party  purposes;  he  had  delayed  an 
answer  until  he  could  learn  the  exact  state  of  things  here. 
Ha  found  that  the  late  administration  had  been  reviled  for 
asking^too  much,  and  that  the  present  one  wotdd  be  ready 
to  take  len.   He  knew,  tberdEbre,  that  he  could  hare  a 


bargain  o£  his  own  making.  But  it  would  be  excee^g^ 
gratifying  to  British  pride,  if^  in  the  surrender  a  principle 
by  the  Urated  Stato,  the  manner,  too,  should  be  humUe. 
Beft^  we  had  never  supplicated.  B)'  our  independeat, 
lugfa-minded,  luf^toned  course,  we  hMinAieted a  vouad 
on  Briti^  p>ide,  wluchnow  wastbetimetoarenge.  After 
Mr.  HcLane'e  surrendering,  in  terms,  the  "Amcticui 
pretensions,"  lus  lord^p  gives  him  to  understand  that  Iw 
shall  not  take  his  word,  nor  rely  on  the  promise  of  the 
American  Government;  ^ut  the  act  of  Congress  must  6nt 
be  passed,  and  he  must  see  its  provinons  before  he  would 
move  a  step.  Well,  Mr.  McLane  sends  for  hb  law,  ud 
be  gets  it.  The  act  of  Congress  of  39tii  May,  1830,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Van  Buren  hinaelf,  and  gnw  as  &r  sa  we 
had  ever  gone,  was  presented  in  the  roost  nunible  raa- 
ner — '*  Hopes  the  Pre«dent*s  motives  in  reeommendi^ 
the  act  will  be  appreciated,"  and  tells  bim  how  Con^rca 
has  diminished  the  duties  on  molasses,  cocoa,  and  nit,  the 
producu  of  the  West  India  islands.  Notwithstandineall 
this  humiliation,  he  was  treated  with  the  utmost  indiffer- 
ence— they  even  spelt  his  name  wrong;  instead  of  Louii, 
Lewis.  He  appeared  so  Elnglish  in  his  feelings,  thst  their 
took  away  his  American  name,  and  gave  him  an  Ei^bh 
one.  Uke  Sir  Pbifip  F^tkenbridge,  wbenhe  watkmgiil* 
ed,  boasting  how  he  would  treat  hia  former  compuioi*' 
"  Good  Sir  Philip!"  "God  a  mercy,  feUew!  and  if  bii 
name  be  George,  I'll  call  him  Peter." 

The  act  of  27th  May,  1830,  was  intended  to  be  perfect- 
ly reciprocal.  The  vesaeb  of  each,  with  their  csigoe^ 
were  to  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  die  Uwted  Btste^  ssd 
the  enumerated  isolonial  porti^  on  the  same  terms.  Tie 
act  was  no  concesMoo,  exoe|>t  in  this— Ht  was  makii^  our 
propositions  definite  and  bin^ng  upon  us,  before  Greit 
Britain  would  act  at  all.  But  his  lordship  undeitikeilo 
cavil  at  this  law  of  Congress.  You  must  expound  thii 
law  to  mean  directly,  to  be  sure,  what  it  purports  not  to 
mean;  that^  wlule  you  can  carry  notiiing  but  your  own 
products  from  your  country  to  our  colonies,  we  csn  WT 
from  thenceanyfor^n  products  whatever.  ffir,agTaBer 
perveruoQ  of  the  pa^ble  meaning  of  a  law  never  m 
attempted.  Yet  an  Ameiican  miuiter  atipuhtes  tatva 
country,  at  the  beck  of  a  British  miinstefv  ^ 
mean  what  it  did  not  my{  and  what  was,  nwreover,  m 
surrender  of  an  important  principle  of  policf,  never  de- 
parted from  since  the  organization  of  tlie  Govennnent. 
Sir,  animadveruon  or  reprobuion  is  unnfcesssry. 
minister  negotiates  with  a  foreign  Oovemmeot  to  looaar 
or  repeal  a  law  of  CoBsresa,  and  the  Prendent  nnetuoi 
the  act  Yes,  and  we  tamdy  wbnut!  It  wiftbe  ahraysnr"' 
interest  that  foreignen  ihoald  be  our  carriers!  But,  »P 
Mr.  McLane,  if  we  should,  hereafter,  find  tiiis  inconvenient, 
we  can  rescind  the  aereeraent  Indeed!  You  puticoa- 
struction  on  an  act  ofCongress,  i^nst  its  manifest  mew- 


ing and  intent,  ftvorable  to  Great  Britain;  the  P«»JJ 
"  ms  the  construction  and  the  pledge;  and,  if  we  taH 
-g.inst  our  interest,  the  remedy  is  a  violation  of«r 
plighted  faith!  Here  ia  one  concesMon,  never 
made,  andnotauthorizedbylaw— «ocmoesaien,too,«nKiH 
for  the  first  time,  gives  foreign,  navigation  a  preference  m 


tention  of  the  British  Government  to  make  such  dtscrnmn*- 
tion,  in  favor  of  the  trade  fnm  the  Nortiietn  cowm 
to  the  West  Indies  and  the  Eurt^ean  domiIuon^  «*<^ 
secure  them  the  benefit  of  the  drcuitoua 
reply  to  Mr.  McLane,  making  a  merit  of oordimhBrtuigw 

duties  on  certain  West  India  products.  Lord  AJ^™^ 
frankly,  though  somewhat  sneerin^y,  remarked,  i 
measure  has  been  viewed  by  his  Majesty's  GorenMneni 
with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  indicating  a  disposittoii  to  nu- 
tivate  a  commereial  intercoorae  with  hi*  M^^^j^fl^ 
niei,  upon  a  footing  of  grcMer  frc«don  uA  KctpncH 
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•dnnUge  thkn  had  before  exitted.  Bat  the  undersigned 
muflt  fnuikly  lUte,  that,  in  the  general  consideration  of 
the  question  now  to  be  detcnninedt  no  weight  ought  to 
be  asrij^ed  to'  the  reduction  of  thoae  duties,  as  fbrminr 
any  part  of  the  (grounds  on  which  ttie  re-establisbment  m 
the  intercourse  may  be  acceded  to.  These  changes  are 
part  of  a  general  scheme  of  taxation  which  the  Govern- 
ment  of  America  na^,  at  all  times,  impose  or  modify, 
witti  the  mne  freedom  as  that  which  Great  Britain  may 
exercise  in  the  regulation  of  any  part  of  its  system  of  du- 
ties; and  it  is  the  more  essential  that  his  MajesQr*s  Govern' 
ment  should  not  contract,  by  implication,  any  engmgement 
towards  that  of  the  United  States,  with  respect  to  such 
alterations,  because  his  Majesty's  Govemraent  have  alrea- 
dy under  their  consideration  the  expediency  of  introduc- 
ing some  modifications  into  the  scbeaule  of  duties  attached 
totbeaot  of  Parliament  of  1835,  with  a  view  moreefTect- 
uallj  to  w^port  the  intereiti  of  the  British  North  Ame- 
rican otdoniest**  fcc  Now,  if  tius  frink  and  ingenious 
avowal  that  Great  Britun  intended  to  make  every  dis- 
crimination which  she  could,  to  fiivor  the  circuitous  trade, 
was  not  sufficient  to  open  his  ej  es,  and  silence  all  eom- 
pUnt  afterwards,  it  seems  to  me  nothing  oould.  And,  in 
a  very  few  days  after,  Mr.  Herries  intpoduced  into  Parlia- 
ment his  proposed  alteration  of  duties,  in  favor  of  the  co- 
lonteSi  towt^h  I  alluded  several  monthsago.  Mr.  Herries 
stated  that  *'the  object  of  the  schedule  was  to  give  en- 
cooragement  to  a  supply  of  die  West  India  islands  by  the 
North  American  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  instead  of  by 
the  United  States,  or  any  other  country;**  that  **  America 
had  entirely  and  unconditionally  (and  he  migftt  have  add- 
ed, humbly)  witiidrawn  her  pretensions.^  But  the  mo- 
ment the  British  Government  commences  this  modification 
of  its  duties^  for  the  purpose  expressly  announced  to  Mr. 
McLane,  he  begins  to  complain.  He  expected  our  inte- 
rest wasto  have  been  somewbatconsiilte^  and  that,  in  fill- 
ingtbeearfeAfaRcAf,  which  he  had  offered  to  his  lordship, 
he  would  not  have  takenthe  whole  to  himself.  But  Aber- 
deen had  seen  that  Mr.  McLane  was  to  accomplish  some 
arrangement,  no  matter  what,  and  that  he  had  him  in  his 
power.  Now,  said  he,  *•  Mr.  McLane,  1*11  make  you  a 
air  offer — F\l  have  the  turkey,  and  you  shall  have  the 
crow,  or  you  shall  have  the  crow,  and  111  have  the  tur- 
key.'* Now,  as  this  sounded  somewhat  reciprocal,  and 
as  something  must  be  done,  he  accepted  the  proposition. 
But -when  he  began  to  HAak  further — now,  said  he  to  him- 
self "  I  have  at  last  got  nothhig  but  the  crow,  and  the 
En^ishman  has  the  turkey^"  then  he  begins  to  make  his 
comphunts:  "  Hay  it  please  your  lordship,  you  didnot  say 
turkey  to  me  at  all."  Aberdeen  pats  him  on  the  shoulderi 
**  Never  mind,  never  mind,  you  are  an  honert  fellow— « 
<rery  honest  fellow."  By  this  he  was  pacified,  iriped  his 
eyes,  and  came  right  home  and  received  his  rewaru. 

Mr.  Herries's  schedule  was  not  adopted)  but,  on  the  33d 
April,  1831,  an  act  of  Fariiament  was  passed,  vsrying  in 
some  particulars  from  that  proposed  in  November,  butdis- 
criminatine  more  uR&vorably  against  us,  and  in  &vor 
of  the  coTontea.  I  have  made  a  schedule,  presenting, 
in  three  opposite  columns,  the  duties  as  in  1830,  before 
the  arraogtmientt  those  {uvposed  1^  Mr.  Herriesj  and 
those  imposed  by  the  act  of  April,  1831.  I  irill  pveyou 
a  few  spedmens  from  this  schedule. 

Wheat  flour  into  the  Southern  colonies,  duties,  1830, 
per  bbl.  5s.  t  proposed  by  Mr.  Herries,  Sa-iby  act  of  April, 
1831,  St.  Into  the  Northern  colonies,  1630,  5f.;  Mr. 
Berries,  5a.;  by  act  of  April,  1831,  free;  giving  a  manifest 
advantage  to  the  trade  through  the  colonies,  tfver  that 
proposed  by  Herries.  Agam,  take  the  article  of  staves 
and  beading.  In  1830,  per  l,00(^Ted  oak,  ISi.)  white 
oak,  Uerriei?,  18r.t  act  (rf*  April,  1831,  red  oak, 
.£1  6f.  SAtwUte  o»k,  £1 3§.  3d. 

Nov,  tiieae  artidei,  and,  indeed,  all  hmiher,  goes 
free  into  the  Northern  and  Northeastern  ct^tmies,  and 


thence,  free,  to  the  West  Indies,  these  duties  are  a  prohi- 
bition ag«ihst  us.  Never  %-as  a  scheme  better  deriaed  to 
cripple,  if  not  totally  annihilate,  our  navigation. 

If  we  need  proof  of  the  utter  want  of  reciproo^  in  the 
colonial  trade  "arrangement,"  it  is  found  in  die  posthu* 
mous  documents  which  came  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
offered  by  my  colleagoe.  Why  tiiejr  were  not  sent  be- 
fore, is  unknown,  though  it  may  be  imagined.  Here  is  a 
direct  avowal  of  the  operation  of  this  arrangement,  and 
the  British  Government  is  urged  to  act  more  &vonkbly. 
Mr.  McLane  had  been  enrFsnr  told  that  the  British  Go- 
vernment intended  to  aner  Uidr  schedule  of  duties 
•*  with  a  view  more  effectually  to  support  Ae  interests  of 
the  British  North  American  coloniea;"  yet,  after  it  was 
an  over,  and  he  saw  the  operation  of  his  own  negotiation, 
he  writes  to  Lord  Palmerston:  "If,  tiierefore,  the  un- 
derwgned  has  succeeded  in  showing,  as  he  hopes  be  has, 
that  the  present  biU  nrtually  destroys  the  fair  advantages 
of  the  direct  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Britiiih  West  Indies,  contemplated  in  the  recent  ar- 
rangement, he  might  cunfidently  submit  the  subject,  with- 
out further  observation,  to  the  justice  and  good  ^th  of 
his  Majesty's  Government."  Mr.  McLane,  by  this  letter, 
makes  his  own  bargun  bad  enough,  according  to  the 
schedule  proposed  by  Mr.  Herriest  and  if  he  will  make  a 
comparison  between  that  and  the  act  of  33d  of  April, 
1831,  he  will  find  that,  if  posrible,  this  makes  it  worse. 
But,  though  he  has  confidently  submitted  to  **  the  justice 
and  good  futh  of  his  U^esty's  Government"  for  relief,  as 
he  had  befbre  submitted  to  its  liberality,  still.  Lord  Pal- 
merston Vas  so  dilated  that  the  American  minister  could 
so  soon  complain  of  an  arrangement  which  he  so  lately 
and  suppliantly  solicited,  that  he  did  not  even  deign  to 
answer  nis  letter.  Never  wa»  a  man  treated  so  cavaUerly 
as  was  Mr.  McLane  in  the  wtude  of  this  af&ir.  He  seems 
to  luive  been  noticed  with  the  kind  of  Britidk  hauteur 
which  is  induced  by  another's  humility.  There  is  we 
thing  I  like  in  an  Englishman:  he  is  for  England  sgwnst 
the  world,  and  honors  the  man  of  any  other  country,  even 
if  he  is  an  enemy,  who  enterbuns  the  same  patriotic  pride. 

We  will  now  look  at  the  effect  of  this  arrangement  a 
little  more  in  detail.  The  same  faciUties  would  have  been 
given  to  our  trade  by  inland  ■narigation,  had  not  this  ar> 
rangcroent  been  made.  The  very  effect  of  interdictioD, 
by  sea,  would  he  to  increMe  the  intercourse  by  land.  Our 
inland  trade  could  not,  therefore,  be  benefited  by  open- 
ing the  Atlantic  ports.  The  gain  which  has  been  boasted 
or  to  tiie  agricultural,  at  the  expense  of  the  navigating 
interest,  iswadelusion.  Tbetrutni^  thatthe agricultoiu 
interest  on  the  Atlantic  hasloc^  by  dertroying  a  competition 
in  the  canying^  white  the  intwiOT  has  guned-  nothmg. 

J Mr.  B.  here  read  a  eompantire  view  vi  the  prices  ni 
es  and  other  produce,  in  the  New  Turk  and  Htmtreal 
market^  from  1833  to  August  13,  1831.] 

I  have  here  given  a  comparative  riew  of  the  prices  cur- 
rent of  our  domestic  exports  at  Montreal  and  New  York, 
from  1833  to  1831,  inclunv^  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  proportionate  di^erences  of  price  have  averaged  about 
the  same.  We  see  that,  heretofore,  tiie  trade  was  no 
more  circuitous  Uian  it  now  is,  wlule  the  carrying  was 
chiefly  oorsi  whveai^  under  this  nrraDganent,  the  British 
will  eventually  obbun  the  whde.  We  have  seen  the  fill- 
ing off  of  pur  toniuge  in  the  trade  wHh  the  British,  Swedish, 
and  Danish  colonies  only,  and  the  consequent  increase  <^ 
the  foreign.  The  comparison  between  the  West  India 
ports,  OB^,  in  these  three,  is  still  more  i^pallinr :  in  1830, 
It  was  74,890  tonst  1831,  35,6674  and,  inamuen  as  much 
of  the  indirect  trade  was  tihiou^  the  Spaiusb,  Frendi, 
and  Dutch  atKoda,  and  Hayti,  this  depreciation  must  be 
much  greater.  Could  this  deprecntitm  <^  #ur  narigatim, 
by  brin|png  a  foreint  ewnpetitioo,  »d  the  producer  or 
coaaumer,  there  would  be  some  couolatkm  diat  what  waa 


the  loss  (rf*  the  one  waa  the  gain  of  the  other.  But  such 
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is  the  «dTant«|fe[^ven  here  to  the  forrigiier,  that  all  Ameri- 
c&n  competition  is  destroyed,  uid  the  price  of  freights  is 
not  (UminiBhed.  On  the  other  hand,  bov  did  the  case  stand, 
under  the  restrictions  or  interdictions?  The  burden  of 
the  drcuitaus  voyage  fell  on  the' British  almost  exclusive- 
ly. It  is  like  the  case  of  a  tax;  if  the  producer  needs  to 
sell,  more  than  the  buyer  to  buy*  the  former  pays;  if  the 
reverse,  the  latter.  Now,  the  produce  of  the  British  West 
Indies,  which  we  consume,  is  a  small  proportion  of  our 
consumption  of  like  articles  from  other  sources.  In  1837, 
the  whole  amount  of  our  trade  with-All  the  West  Indies, 
including  Spanish,  French,  Dutch,  Swedish,  Danish,  and 

British,  was  $12,137,897 

Of  which  was  Britiah,      ...      -  895.207 


$11,242,690 


Add,  probably,  the  indirect  trade  throuf^  <'  the  neu- 
tral poru,"  and  it  nu^t  give  Great  Britun  flw«  millions 
of  ddlars)  or,  say  a  litUe  less  tiun  one-fimrth.  Now,  it  :s 
manifest  that  any  tax  or  expense  of  carrying,  upon  the 
one-fourlli,  could  not  affect  the  price  of  the  three-fourths, 
and  the  burden  would  consequently  ftll  on  the  producer. 
How  is  it  with  thje  consumption  of  our,products  by  the 
colonies?  The  case  is  directly  the  reverw:.  They  need 
to  buy,  more  than  we  do  to  sell.  We  can  find  other  mar- 
keti^  better  than  they  can  6o  without  ours.  It  has  been 
admitted,  again  and  again,  that  the  continental  colomes  can- 
not supply  the  West  Indies,  and  that  they  wouldbeniined 
without  the  means,  in  some  way,  of  obuining  our  products. 

But  the  apparent  loss  of  our  navigation  is  by  far  less 
than  the  real.  The  comparative  number  of  vessels  or  of 
tons  indicates  by  no  means  a  comparative  value  of  freight. 
The  same  vessel,  in  a  Aort  voyage,  may  enter  and  clear 
ten  times  a  yeari  and  it  would  appear  that  ten  times  the 
number  had  done  so,  tbsn  had  in  fiwt  A  single  vessel, 
ofthe  same  tonnage,  might  enter  and  clear  but  once  in 
the  same  timej  but  such  might  be  the  character  and  length 
of  her  voyage,  tliat  her  freight  and  profits  would  be  worth 
more  than  all  the  ten.  Now,  here  we  carry  chiefly  the 
shcttt  voyage,  while  the  British,  Uking  advantage  of  the 
arcaitous.v<r)rage,  take  our  products  from  the  neighbor- 
ing provinces  to  the  West  Indies,  (whether  foreign  or  do- 
mestic,) or  to  their  possessions  in  Europe,  from  both  of 
which  we  are  excluded.  We  are  at  last,  sir,  permitted 
to  look  into  the  fiicts  on  tWs  subject,  and  to  see.  in  some 
measure,  how  far  our  theory  is  sustained  by  substantial 
truth.  The  resolutions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  offer, 
on  this  subject,  calling  for  information,  were  adopted  by 
the  Senate  on  the  23d  December,  and  it  has  been  more 
than  three  months  before  we  could  have  it.  We  have  got 
it  at  last,  such  ai  tt  is.  The  resolutitms  had  been  offered 
on  account  of  a  most  mexplicabte  patwraph  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message.  In  speaking  of  the  c^nia]  amngement. 
he  observed  that  "tlie  trade  thereby  authmxed  has  em- 
ployed, to  the  30th  September  last,  upwards  of  30,000 
ions  of  American,  and  15,000  tons  of  foreign  shipping,  in 
the  outward  voyagesi  and  in  the  inward,  nearly  an  equal 
amount  of  American,  and  30,000  cbIv  of  foreign  ton- 
naget"  and  adds,  Oiatthe  trade  acquired  by  it  on  the  lakes, 
&c.,  may  more  than  balance  for  the  loss  by  discrimination 
made  in  &vor  of  the  North  American  colonies  and  the  West 
Indies.  I  really  wish  that  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury 
had  expounded  this  mysterious  declaration.  There  is  no 
fact  in  the  report,  nor  any  where  else,  that  I  have  seen, 
conung  near  to  this  sUtement.  The  report  makes  the 
departures,  American,  103,773  tons;  foreign,  103,883. 
In  1830,  there  were  14,267  tons  engaged  in  foreini  ton- 
najpe,  cAitward.  In  1831,  103.883— maldng  a  gain  of  fo- 
reign tonnage  of  88,816.  In  1830,  the  American  tonnage, 
deparbng,  wu  -  .  .=  -  -  -119,566 
And.  .in  1831,   102,772 


A  falling  off  of   16,794 


So  that,  while  the  British  gain,  in  the  colonial  inter- 
course with  their  colonies,  in  this  year,  is  88,816  toiu, 
our  loss  is  16,794,  besides  almost  a  total  Ins  of  the  ton- 
nage employed  through  the  neutral  ports.  In  1830,  the 
departures  ror  Swedish,  Dani^,  and  British  colontsl  port^ 
were  193,  061  American,  and  15,081  only  fwdgn.  In 
1831, the  departures  are  lM,147American,aBdl07,078 
fordgn.  In  1830,  your  domestic  tonnage  stood  u  193,061 
to  15,080.  In  1831,  your  dome^c  to  ^e  foreign  wu 
as  151,147  American,  to  107.078  foreign.  In  the  first 
year,  the  excess  of  the  American  over  the  fordgn.  17f^981, 
is  reduced  to  44, 069,  maUng  a  nett  loss  of  tonnage,  in  one 
year,  ofl32,9l2- 

Now,  look  at  this  in  another  view.  By  the  report,  it 
appears  that,  ofthe  whole  niunber  of  vessels  entenng  and 
departing,  up  to  31st  September,  1830,  there  are,  ente^ 
ing,  American,  1,166;  foreign,  1,292;  departing,  Ameri- 
can, 906;  foreign,  1.129.  The  entries.  British  West  Indtn, 
American,  300;  foreign,  157;  departing,  311  American, 
and  133  foreign.  Northern  provinces,  entry,  American, 
866;  foreign,  1,135;  dcpartir^,  American,  595;  foreign, 
1,129.  U  is  suggested  in  the  report,  in  an  extract  fnua 
some  collector,  nobody  knows  whom,  fw  the  Secretuy 
does  not  choose  to  give  us  his  name,  that  many  American, 
vessels  clear  for  the  West  Indies  generally,  but  in  fiict  go 
to  the  British  West  Indies.  I'bere  may  be  some  cam  of 
this  sort;  but  about  7,000  tons  cleared  thus  in  1830,  when 
they  were  interdicted  the  British  West  Indies.  Beades, 
just  as  many  vessels,  exc^t  one,  have  entered  from  the 
West  Indies,  as  have  deputed.  What,  then,  could  hare 
become  of  those  which  went  to  the  West  Indies  genenlly^ 
The  whole  truth  is,  some  vessels  may  clear  for  the  Wot 
Indies  generally,  and  goto aBritisli  island;  and  otlimnay 
clear  for  a  British  islatid  "and  a  marked"  and  go  to  suae 
other  place;  and  the  uumters  woukl  probably  offset  each 
other. 

But  look  a  little  further  into  the  case,  and  you  will  per- 
ceive that  this  is  only  the  b^ioning  of  sorrow.  Hr. 
UcLane.  against  the  phun  meaning  of  the  law,  agreed  to 
give  the  British  the  start  in  the  race,  and  they  began  tbe 
trade  nearly  two  months  before  we  posnbly  coukL  With  this 
advantage,  that,  of  exporting  from  the  United  Stales  pro- 
ducts which  wc  could  not,  and  the  protecting  duties  for  the 
colonies,  and  the  warehouring  system,  we  bad  to  struggle 
hard  to  enjoy  asmal]  participation  in  the  tnidcj  but  wh»t  wt 
had,  is  comparatively  dwindling  every  day.  In  Janutr^* 
the  vessels  entered  from  North.Ainerican  proriucc^  Ameri- 
can 31.  British  18;  May,  American  43,  British  117;  Sep- 
tember, American  97,  British  225.^  By  30th  September 
next,  we  diall  probably  have  little  left  in  the  trade.  We 
have  an  account  from  the  Pasiamaquoddy  diatricl,  which, 
from  its  particularity,  looks  as  if  it  was  omcial.  It  Im  been 
relied  on  by  the  administration  papers  as  evidence  ofthe 
success  of  this  glorious  event — "  The  ports  are  open."  U 
seems  by  this,  that,  during  tti|e  year  1631,  the  departures 
were,  American  26,  foreign  885.  It  seems,  by  your  ^^ 
port,  that  the  wh<^  of  the  foreign  departures  were  1.129 
only,  and  that  885  were  frcHU  this  port.  I  find  that  they 
were  chiefly  from  the  British  North  American  eolomei, 
twenty-six,  I  think,  from  ijverpoolj  but  they  cleared  for  » 
colonial  port,  intoiding  to  take  tbe  uivantage  of  tlie  cirtuil' 
ous  voyage.  If  this  is  any  thing  like  a  &ir  average  of  »h»t 
we  arc  to  have  in  this  arrangement,  26  to  885,  the  soooer 
wc  break  up  the  concern  the  better. 

Still,  sir,  there  is  another  view,  which  has  not  been  lort 
ffight  of  by  the  British,  but  which  seemed  entirely  to  hire 
escaped  Mr.  MeLane'a  notice.  What  effect  is  this  snanse- 
ment  to  have  on  the  commercial  relations  subnsting  be- 
tween the  United  SUtes  and  the  Britisli  European  dwui- 
nions?  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  convention  excepls 
the  colonies  from  its  proviuons,  and  may  now  be  tcrmin*'- 
cd  by  either  party  givhig  the  other  twelve  months'  notice. 
Suppose  the  conveution  to  continue,  what  is  there  to  pre* 
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Tent  Great  Britain  from  so  regulating  the  colonial  trade 
as  to  get  into  her  hands  all  the  Ruropean  trade }  We  hare 
agreed  that  the  trade  vith  the  coloiuca,  m  native  products, 
shall  be  on  eqiial  terms,  and  that  Great  Britain  imjt  tnore- 
over,  export  from  the  United  State*)  to  her  colonies,  fo- 
reign products,  on  the  same  terras.  Sheisleftperfectlylree 
fo  give  as  great  ftcilities  to  the  trade  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, throu^the  colonies,  as  to  the  Southern,  through  the 
Northern  colonies.  She,  indeed,  ^ave  full  notice  of^er 
intention  to  do  this  also.  In  referring  to  our  act  of  39th 
Hay,  1830,  which  provides  that  the  commercialintercoiirse 
of  the  United  States  with  all  othcc  ports  of  the  British 
possesuons  shall  be  left  on  a  footing  not  less  favorable 
than  it  now  is,  "Lord  Aberdeen  declines  any  understand- 
ing on  tlus  point  which  ^11,  in  the  least,  fetter  Great 
Britun  in.  changing  these  relations,  bat  that  she  be  free  to 
adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  commercial  regulations  as  she 
may  deem  to  be  expedient  for  her  own  interest,  consistent 
with  the  obligations  of  existing  treaties."  He  says,  in  ef< 
feet,  Mr.  Hcl^ne,  if  we  can,  we  will,  by  discriminating  in 
favor  of  the  European  trade  through  the  colonies,  take 
the  whole  of  it,  by  our  own  tonnage,  or  give  vou  the  re- 
quired notice,  and  rescind  the  convention,  (lei^ving  this 
arrangement  in  ftill  fbrce,)  then  burden  the  direct  trade, 
and  carry  on  the  whole  through  the  colonies,  and  thus  ei- 
chide  you  both  ways.  And,  rfiould  she  do  it,  what  breach 
of  Kiith  would  there  be  that  would  justify  our  violation  of 
Mr.  McLane's  arrangement?  He  hall  full  notice  at  the 
time,  and  made  his  agreement  with  his  eyes  open. 

And  here,  too,  our  facts  will  concur  well  with  onr  rea- 
soning. GretU  Britain  established  her  warehousing  sy»- 
tem  in  the  colonies;  repealed  or  cUminished  duties  on  the 
principal  articles  of  our  products  conung  from  the  colo- 
nies; and  increased  them  in  the  direct  route.  Thus,  our 
pot  and  pearl  ashes,  through  Canada,  are  duty  free;  when 
coming  directly,  they  are  taxed  heavily.  Flour,  wheat," 
lumber,  and  cotton,  are  objects  of  peculiar  favor  through 
the  colunies.  This  last  article,  the  important  staple  of 
our  country,  and  which  constitutes  more  than  half  of  all 
our  freights  to  Great  Britain,  was,  very  soon,  made  a  pe- 
culiar object  of  this  discriminating  policy.  At  the  time  of 
Mr.  McLane's  arrangement,  the  duty  on  cotton,  from  fo- 
reign countries,  was  an  ad  valorem  of  six  per  cent.;  and 
on  cotton,  coming  from  the  colonies,  4d.  per  hundred. 
On  the  23d  of  February,  1831,  and  immediately  after 
opeaing  the  ports,  under  the  arranpemeiit,  the  duty  on 
cotton,  from  foreign  countries,  is  raised  to  f  of  a  penny 
per  pound,  leaving  that  on  cotton  fi'om  tiie  colonies  the 
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same  as  before.  Thus,  cotton  from  Charleston  to  Liver- 
pool pays  58.  lOd,  per  hundred;  and,  rtnng  by  the  way 
of  St.  John's,  or  Haii&x,  pays  4d.  \  muing  a  difference 
of  5a.  6d.  ateriing,  or  about  $1  27  for  each,  hundred 
pounda.  This,  in  a  cargo  of  a  ship  of  400  tons,  would 
make  a  difference  of  1,200  pounds  sterUng,  or  ^,333. 
That  this  trade  had  been  actually  begun  previous  to  the 
30th  September  last,  appears  by  the  answer  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  32d  December  last.  A  cargo  of  cotton, 
339,665  lbs.  valued  at  $29,967,  had  been  shipped,  in 
foreign  tonnage,  to  the  British  North  American  colonies; 
and  tiie  inference  is-irresistible  that  this  is  for  reshipment 
to  Great  Britain,  to  avoid  the  alien  duty.  But,  nnce  that 
time,  this  trade  isaetUing  into  a  regular  channel.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  letter  from  a  gcntienuui  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility, dated  at  Lubec,  Maine,  31st  December  last,  wMch 
is  free  for  the  inspection  of  any  Senator,  an  extract  from 
which  I  will  give  you:  "A  merchant  from  St,  John's, 
New  Brunswick,  passed  through  this  place  this  week,  on 
his  way  to  Savannah,  to  which  place  be  had  ordered  hia 
ship,  from  Liverpool,  (England,)  for  the  purpose  of  load- 
ing her  vith  cotton,  or  Southern  pine  timber,  and  then 
to  touch  and  warehouse  her  cargo  at  St.  John's,  and  fhira 
thence  proceed  to  England.  He  stated  ttM  a  vessel  vat 
then  on  her  voyage,  by  the  way  of  Halifax,  the  saving  in 
duties  on  whose  cargo  would  amount  to  St.  6d.  sterling  per 
100  lbs.  on  cotton,  or  to  over  1,300  poundssterlingon  the 
whole."  These  are  only  examples,  indicating  what  is  to 
be  the  general  and  pernicious  effect  of  tins  arrangement 
on  the  British  and  ccdonia!  commerce.  Sir,  the  reso(u> 
tions  of  inquiry  have  been  verr  unsatisftctorily  answered. 
The  manifest  meaning  of  the  first  resolution  was  a  call  for 
an  account  of  the  cargo  and  tonnage  of  each  vessel;  tlie 
port  fWim  whence,  and  to  what  place;  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  American  and  foreign  tonnage.  Instewl  of 
this,  we  have  93  pages,  filled  into  an  old  blank,  printed 
to  contain  our  whole  annual  commercial  returns;  discri- 
minating between  articles  duty  free  and  those  paying  ad 
valorem  and  specific  duties;  and  containing  whole  page>» 
headed  and  margined,  and  every  column  bunk !  Tou  ask. 
What  articles  were  exported  or  imported?  And  you  are 
told  that  these  articles,  a  long  list  of  them,  were  not. 
The  fourth  resolution  inquires,  "  What  are  the  duties  paid 
on  British  and  American  vessels,  respectively,  and  uieir 
cargoes,  in  British  ports,  in  the  Westlndies  and  the  otiier 
British  American  colonies,  distinguishing  between  the 
West  Indies  and  the  other  colonies,  and  between  Ameri- 
can and  British  vesMla.  and  tiie  produce  of  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies^  Now,  <iraat  is ttie  answer?  *'In 
respect  to  the  fourth  resolution,  which  has  been  referred 
to  the  Department  of  State  for  a  report,  I  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  no  tonnage  du^,  and  no  discriminating  duty 
on  merchandise,  ia  levied  on  American  vessels  or  thrir 
cargoes,  in  the  ports  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada." 

Sir,  is  this  the  way  that  your  calls  are  to  be  treated  by 
a  mere  Secreta^?  Or,  did  the  President,  on  whom  the 
call  was  made,  justify  the  withholdin|r  the  information  re> 
quired,  and  ^ring,  instead,  that  vmch  vu  not  uked, 
and  which  was  wbtny  useleas?  Of  what  use  was  it  to  dte 
Senate  to  hare  a  long  enumerated  Ust  of  articles  vMeh 
were  neither  imported  nor  ex|>orted;  or  a  classification  of 
articles  p^ing  duties  or  not?  Or,  was  it  supposed  that 
we  willed  to  know  that  no  tonnage  or  discriminating  du- 
ties were  paid  in  the  Canadian  ports?  Had  not  Mr. 
McLane,  in  his  arrangement,  provided  gainst  tiiis?  Sir, 
I  wish  I  could  publish  this  nondescript  report  as  an  ap- 
pendix to  my  remarks.  The  Amencan  people  would 
then  see  how  eanly  an  Executive  may,  if  he  will,  circum- 
vent the  Senate.  Lest  the  answer  to  the  Senate's  call 
should  be  what  it  turns  out  to  be,  I  took  the  precaution  to 
obtun  some  fitctx,  from  practical  commerctsJ  men,  of  the 
actual  state  of  this  tta^.  I  will  b^n  irith  New  Hamp- 
shire; and  here  I  owe  an  ap<dogy,  periutps,  tothe  Senator 
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from  New  ilkmpabirc,  [Mr.  Hill.]  1  ww,  the  otherday, 
gently  rapped  over  the  knuckles  for  inviding  lut  domir 
niona,  by  asking  adrice  of  one  of  hia  conitituenta.  I  have 
transgreaKd  again.  The  letter  »  from  Timothy  Upham, 
of  Portamouth.  But  I  tnut  there  tt  no  danger,  in  this 
caie,  that  I  shall  seduce  him  from  his  allesiance  to  that 
SenatOT.  The  Senator,  not  long  Mnce,  in  owcuimngano- 
tfier  aubject,  admitted  hia  State  to  be  prosperoua,  but 
ascribed  it  to  "the  opening  of  the  port*."  I  find,  by 
General  Upham's  tetter,  six  American  Tesscia  had  entered 
from  the  Northent  prorinoea,  and  one  Britisbf  two  Ame- 
rican, from  Weat  Indies,  Tark^  Idand,  with  nlti  one 
American  Tcnel  had  cleared  for  Britidi  West  Indies, 
Barbadoes,  and  one  for  the  North  American  prorincest 
and  one  Britiah  vessel  had  cleared  for  Halifiut.  Eight 
American  vessels  entered,  and  but  two  cleared,  is  won- 
derful evidence  of  a  profitable  trade,  and  must  account, 
concluMvely,  for  the  present  prosperity  of  New  Hampshire. 

When  1 1^  Maine,  I  understood  that,  from  Portland, 
(which  has  had  as  much  of  the  West  India  trade  as  any 
port  in  New  Eoghod,  aearcely  excepting  Boston,)  there 
had  then  been  but  one  voyage  to  llie  Britirii  West  Indie*. 
I  have,  from  Providence,  Bhode  Island,  an  aceonnt  of  two 
or  three  voyages,  1  believe  all  to  and  from  Turk's  Island. 
From.  New  London,  extract  of  a  letter,  13th  January, 
1B33,  from  a  gentleman  entitled  to  Ae  fullest  reliance: 
"For  the  British  American  ports  there  have  been  no 
clearances  nnce  5th  October,  1830,  up  to  the  present 
time.  During  the  period  above  stated,  there  have  been 
but  t]iree  entries  from  said  porta,  dl  American  vessels, 
with  cargoes  of  plaster,  a  putkular  statement  of  which 
shall  be  furnished,  if  required."  I  sent  to  a  friend  in 
Boston  for  a  particular  state  of  the  colonial  trade  with 
that  port,  but  he  was  told  at  the  custom-house  that  sucli 
a  statement  wa*  just  made  out  for  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, which  would,  undoubtedly,  be  transmitted  to  the 
Senate.  You  see,  however,  that  the  report  does  not  fur- 
nish us  with  tiw  state  of  this  trade  with  any  single  port  in 
the  Union.  It  ia  particular  of  what  no  one  wants  to  know, 
and  general  where  it  should  have  been  particular.  But, 
inasmuch  as  the  sacrifice  had  been  made  for  the  benefit 
of  a  par^,  it  was  indispensable  that  the  party  shoold  re- 
alize it.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  news  arrived,  and 
before  any  one  knew  a  word  of  the  terms,  it  wa*  hailed 
a*  a  most  propitiom — a  most  glorious  event!  The  Pre- 
uden^  in  a  paroxysm  of  joy,  announces  it  to  Congress, 
with  a  sweeping  eulogy  on  Mr.  McLane.  "Although 
the  result  is  itself  the  best  commentary"  [Agreed.]  "on 
the  services  rendered  to  hi*  country  by  our  snnister  at  the 
court  of  St.  James,  it  would  be  doin^^  violence  to  my  feel- 
ings were  I  to  dismiss  the  aubject  without  expresung  the 
veipr  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  talent  and  exertion 
which  have  been  displayed  by  himon  this  occauon."  AH 
were  delighted  at  this  wonderful  achievement,  and  more 
so  Aat  it  came  just  in  seaaon  for  the  fall  elections.  Mr. 
McLane,  on  the  irings  of  the  ,wind,  flew  to  Liverpool, 
to  despatch  the  news  of  the  long  wished  for,  sought  for, 
petitioned  for  event.  Lot  it  comes — no  matter  what — 
the  Preudent,  the  Secretary  ofState,  and  the  minister,  all 
glorified.  Hr.  McLane's  complaints  and  remonstrances, 
af^r  he  had  ascertained  what  a  bargain  he  had  made, 
were  carefully  suppreued,  and  never  saw  the  light  until 
within  a  few  days.  No  matter;  call  it  good— excellentr- 
wonderful.  And  so  they  did.  Bvery  pensicmed  news- 
paper in  tiie  Union  obimcd  into  the  tune— glorious  news! 
glorious  news!  The  delusion  was  univeraaTt  people  were 
made  to  extol,  they  knew  not  what.  All  were  halluu* 
nated.  A  boy,  as  it  is  said,  went  to  market,  at  a  countnr 
village,  with  a  dozen  of  eggs.  "Boy,  what  do  yon  ask 
foryour  eggs?"  "  A  quarter  of  a  dollar,  sir."  "  A  quar- 
ter of  a  dMur!  Tliat  is  more  than  three  times  their  value. 
Tliey  are  wortii  about  «ght  cents."  "  The  ports  are 
open,  ST;  bum  for  Jacksou!"   And  off  he  strutted  with 


his  basket  of  eggs,  enjc^iog  his  quarter  of  a  doUar,  b 
imagination,  just  as  you  have  been  enjoying  tins  "colo- 
nial trade.'*  How  fiir  this  diplomacy  lias  been  connected 
with  another  quesHon,  or  with  ulterior  objecta,  "demuids 
a  doubt."  Attempts,  it  seems,  are  now  to  be  made  to 
throw  the  blame  of  losing  the  Northeastern  part  of  Hiino 
on  Messrs.  Adams  and  Clay,  two  of  the  gentlemen  «ho 
n^fotiated  the  treaty.  Why  the  other  genUeman,  who  ^ 
auociated  with  them,  is  exempted  from  the  charge, 
be  conjectured.  But  how  the  negotiators  at  Ghent  couU 
there  nave  aettled  a  definite  boundary,  and  marked  the 
line,  or  what  they  could  have  done,  better  than  tbey  di^ 
no  one  pretenda  to  say.  No  whiq>er  of  complaint  sguiul 
Uiem  fin-  this  provitton  in  the  treaty  had  ever  been  made 
until  after  the  **  decinon"  of  the  "  arbitrator."  "  But  if 
the  negotiators  were  not  in  ftult,  the  late  admimstrstioi 
were.*'^  I  have  stated  what  was  attempted  to  be  done  by 
the  last  administration,  and  what  should  have  beei)  done, 
if  we  regarded  the  question  more  than  the  party.  But 
now,  it  seeou  to  be  intimated  that,  in  the  selection  of  tlu 
arbitrator,  was  the  gteat  emr.  Tbu,  taOf  is  sn  afters 
thoi^t,  to  screen  this  admitustratiM  mm  reaponiibi%. 
The  Preaident,  in  hts  first  annual  message,  thus  qwska  of 
the  "arbitrator,"  whom  his  predecessor  had  aelectcd: 
"  With  full  confidence  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and 
the  probity,  intelligence,  and  uncompromising  indepen- 
dence of  the  illustrious  arbitrator,  we  can  have  notbinf  to 
apprehend  from  the  result"  In  his  second  annual  mei- 
sage,  he  states  that  the  delay,  occasioned  by  recent  ereat^ 
had  been  unavoidable;  but  that  our  minister  at  the  coait 
of  the  diatingiushed  arbitrator  bad  tieen  assured  that  it 
(the  decision)  "  would  be  made  witliin  the  time  contem* 
plated  by  the  treaty." 

In  his  last,  we  witness  the  "  taking  hack,"  and  endea- 
voring to  cast  all  the  blame  upon  his  predecessor's  adnu. 
nistration.  "1  found,"  said  he,  "arrangements  nude 
for  its  settlement,  over  which  I  bad  no  controlt"  "tlw 
King  of  the  NetiierUnds  having,  hy  the  bte  Praadcntaad 
his  Britannic  Msjesjy,  beendes^;nated,it  became  nr  duty 
to  cary,  with  good  faith,  the  agreement  into  fiiU  effect.^ 
Now,  forsooth,  this  honest,  intelligent,  uncompromissSt 
independent,  and  distinguished  arbitrator  was  so  pslmn 
upon  us,  that  he,  the  Preudent,  could  not  help  it,  and  wu 
obliged,  very  reluctantly,  to  take  him  for  better  or  wone. 
If  ever  a  people  have  been  so  grossly  trifled  with  and 
hnmbugged  in  evety  thmg,  as  we  have  been,  they  wA 
have  been  a  very  docile  and  credulous  people.  i«i  «^ 
this  once  illustrious,  uncoAipromising,  &c.  having,  in  tbe 
plenitude  of  bis  honesty,  intelligence,  and  independence, 
detcrnuned  what  wa*  never  submitted,  and  found  that  out 
"  highlands"  must,  by  some  convul^on  in  nature,  have  be- 
come the  bed  ofariver,  itisamatter  "over  whichhebuno 
control,"  and  must,  he  auppoaes,  (unless  the  Senate  clicck 
him,)  **  carry,  with  good  ftitli,  the  agreementinio  Tull  ef- 
fect** I  ho^  not,  sir.  The  Senate  is  not,  if  the  Prea- 
dent  is,  afraid  of  responsibility.  And  if  the  L^:iil»tiiTe 
of  Mune  are  ready  to  sell  out,  sure  I  am,  sir,  tbst  her  Se- 
nators here  are  not 

I  have,  then,  sir,  endeavored  to  give  you  an  expontiM 
of  the  prominent  acts  of  diplomacy  of  this  adminiitntioii, 
confimng  myself  chiefly  to  the  colonial  trade  arrai^KK"'' 
recurring  incidentally  to  other  public  acts,  mostly  to  tbit 
of  the  Northeastern  boundaiy.  I  think  I  have  shown,  but 
of  tliat  the  Senate  and  the  public  will  judge,  that  this  ■^ 
rangement  gave  to  Greyt  Britain  what  wowouUnembe* 
fore  consent  to  give: 

1.  A  priority  in  the  ooromeneement  of  the  trade. 

2.  All  equalization  of  duties  between  us  and  the  colo- 
nies, the  British  expressly  reserving  tlie  right  to  di»erini|- 
nate,  ad  libitum,  in  favor  of  the  circuitous  trade,  vbich 
they  have  done  to  an  alarming  extent 

3.  The  aame  express  reservation  in  r^prdto  the  f*t^ 
ropean  trade,  authorixed  by  the  coovtalMMi. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


761 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


702 


AMMn.  10,  It,  1833.] 


jfypnpnallam.--'RmlutiaiimyPmuiimt. 


4.  A  notice,  by  Great  Britain,  that  the  arnuigemmt 
was  no  agreement,  erai  by  implication,  that  the  wu  not 
to  di^ffe  the  relation  in  KKU*d  to  the  European  trade. 

3.  That,  inatead  of  aecurmg  a  preference  to  our  navi- 
gation, in  any  respect,  it  nprenly,  and  in  tenm,  concedei 
to  Britiafa  narration  a  preference,  even  in  ourown  ptwta, 
and  that,  too,  in  direct  notation  of  the  law  of  Cw^freHi, 
which  waa  Mr.  HcLane'a  rule  of  action. 

6.  And  that  all  this  waa  effected  by  an  hnmble  mbaer- 
Tiency,  totally  repugnant  to  the  whole  character  of  oar 
difdoaucy,  and  unworthy  oi  a  free,  honorable,  and  higfa- 
wnded  people. 

7.  Tliat  tne  remit  of  all  ttiis  ia  to  secure  to  Great  Bri- 
t»n  the  circniteoa  trade,  colonial  and  European. 

And,  ftnalfy,  that,  by  all  this,  we  hare  struck  a  blow  to 
the  na^gation  of  this  country,  which  may  one  day  effect 
the  destruction  of  our  liberties. 

Tbe  time  was,  when  no  prospect  of  profit  or  tear  of 
loaa  would  induce  us  to  surrender  a  jot  or  tittle  of  national 
honor.  Now,  men,  in  the  scnunble  for  power,  seem  to 
have  lost  nght  of  those  high  and  exalted  principlea  by 
which  wfl  had  obtained  OUT  exaltation  and  our  glo^.  Has 
the  demon  of  party,  favoritism,  done  all  this.  If  the  time 
has  come,  when  a  party,  to  retain  its  power,  will  call  in 
aid  a  fbrewn  nation,  and  surrender  to  it  tiie  rMita  of  its 
country,  the  days  of  our  freedom  "are  numbered  and 
finished.'* 

[The  above  remarks  were  defivered  on  the  Mi,  lOHi, 
and  11th,  but  are  embodied  here.] 


TuisaxT,  AraiL  10. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  C<Hnmittee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  bill  from  the  other  House  to 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  to  discontinue  others,  with 
numerous  amendments.  Mr.  G.  having-  expressed  a  hope 
1h«t  the  Senate  would  take  up  the  bill  at  this  time,  the 
anendmenta  were  read  througn,  occupying  the  whxAe  of 
the  hour  for  morning  business. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  Government 
durii^the^ear  1833. 

The  Chair  staled  the  question.  The  amendment  allow- 
ing four  thousand  five  hundred  dcdlars  for  the  return  of 
the  mifustera  from  France  and  England,  had  been  with- 
drawn by  tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
the  question  was  now  upon  the  next  amendment  The 
SenatM-  irom  Maine  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH  rose  to  address  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOLMES  sud,  I  believe  I  shall  not  permit  the  gen- 
deinan  to  interposei  and  proceeded  with  his  temarks  (as 
gireo  iboTr)  until  tiw  hour  of  adjournment. 


WanvtSDAT,  ArUL  11. 
PENSIONS. 

Mr.  FOOT  moved  that  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  the 
eonsideration  of  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  tor  the 
reLef  of  the  survivingf  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of 
the  revolution.  He  stated  that  he  was  yesterday  appealed 
to  by  an  old  soldier,  who  begged  to  know  if  Congress  was 
■bout  to  pass  any  bill  fiir  tiie  relief  of  those  who  had  per- 
ftrmed  revolutiona^  services.  If  not,  he  sud,  he  hoped 
tiiey  would  pass  a  bill  to  hang  iJl  this  class  of  men,  and  re- 
lieve them  from  their  misery  at  once. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  it 
was  carried  in  the  afflrmative — yeas  18,  nays  13. 

The  amendment  offlered  by  Mr.  Robihsoit  being  under 
conoidention,  which  read  as  follows! 

"And  ofteeit  and  sokfiers  who  served  under  Generals 
Wayne,  CUrke,  Bumar,  Huntnucfc,  and  St  CUr*  in 


the  Northwestern  Terrttoiyp  and  in  tte  Inffian  WBr%  after 

the  revolution" — 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  further  to  amend  tiie  amendment 
by  addii^  tbe  fUhnring  .words:  *'And  any  other  Pfnon 
who  was  in  serrke  under  the  antheri^  of  tbe  ui^ed 
States,  agidnat  any  tribe  or  nation  of  IndwH^  previooa  to 
the  1st  of  January,  1795." 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  waa  unwilliiw  that  all  tiie  eitizens 
of  the  Northwest  should  be  included  in  the  bill,  to  tbe  ex> 
elusion  of  those  of  the  Southwest.  He  leared  that  the 
Senate  would  get  (tf  firom  the  true  principle.  If  the 
object  of  penaiomngHa  to  provide  tar  vaote  who  m  ^ 
abled,  or  who  are  in  circumstancea  too  indigent  to  permit 
them  to  provide  for  themselves,  his  amendment  would  not 
violate  this  principle.  But  if  tbe  Senate  are  to  abandon 
this  ground,  itwss  butjost  that  all  sections  of  the  country 
should  share  alike.  If  the  amendment  was  just,  (and  he 
would  notsay  thatitwasunjiut,)  he  asked  if  the  claims  of 
those  who  bad  been  engj^ed  in  service  agminst  tiie  Indians 
in  the  Southwest  were  notas  well  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
tbe  bill  as  they  irba  fim^t  the  Indiana  in  tbe  ■Narthweat 
After  tbe  peace  with  Great  Britain,  it  was  some  time  be* 
fore  tbe  In^ans  who  were  engaged  against  us  on  the  ride 
of  Great  Britain  were  at  peace.  The  amendment  of  tiie 
gentieman  from  Illinois  includes  all  those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  this  service  in  the  Northwest.  How  was  it  in  the 
Southwest'  In  that  quarter  tbe  war  continued  as  long. 
He  cited  the  fiwt,  that  while  the  chieft  of  the  Creefca  snd 
Cberokecs  were  engaged  in  making  a  treMy,  tbe  tribes 
tbemselves  were  engaged  in  hostile  operationa.  Before 
the  treaty  of  1791  waa  well  conchidea,  the  ww  recom- 
menced. In  179^  while  negotiating  a  treaty  in  Philadel- 
phia, the  tribes  represented  at  that  negotiation  were 
carrying  on  war)  and,  when  remonstrance  waa  offered, 
tiie  reply  was,  that  they  could  not  control  their  young 
men.  This  state  of  things  continued  until  the  triumpu 
in  the  North,  wbidi  were  speedily  fidlowed  by  the  subju- 
gation of  tbe  Southern  tribes  by  the  troops  under  Wheatly 
and  Owen.  The  same  principle,  therobre,  which  justi- 
fies tiie  pensioning  of  tbe  Northwestern  troops,  reqidrea 
that  those  of  the  Southwest  should  be  put  on  the  ssnw 
footing.  There  oug^t  to  be  no  distinction.  He  did  not 
see  his  way  clear  to  vote  for  any  of  the  proviaions  of  tbe 
billt  but,  if  he  did,  he  could  not  consent  to  do  so  without 
extending  its  ben^ts  to  his  constitoents. 

Mr.  FHELINOHUYSBN  expressed  his  apprehenrion 
that  the  bill,  thus  saddled  down  with  amendments,  might 
be  destn^ed,  and  that  this  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  offered  in  no  spirit  of  friendship  for 
the  bill.  It  was  impomble,  too,  to  resist  these  amend- 
ments. No  one  pretended  to  doubt  the  meritorious 
services  of  the  persons  included  in  these  amendments. 
But  he  had  always  understood  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  adi^t  a  principle  of  tUscrinunationt  and  if  no  sufficient 
reaaon  exiated  for  tiui  ^aerioiination,  the  bill  ought  to  b« 
made  still  more  extensive  tiumit  ia.  I^e  gentlemanfrom 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Gbdxdt]  bad  inquired  tbe  other  day, 
why  the  bill  stopped  with  the  revtrfutionary  war.  It 
stopped  there,  becaose  it  wasthe  terminMlon  of  toatwari 
because  it  was  the  revolution;  and  because  tbey  who 
fought  to  accomplish  that  glorious  event,  could  not  pro- 

S>erTy  be  classed  with  the  men  in  179S,  who  were  fighting 
or  a  certain  pay.  Tbe  men  of  tbe  revolution  contended 
for  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them-^ome,  hearth,  and 
freedcnn.  They  fougtit  for  a  Govemmentf  they  fougbt 
for  their  social  rights;  and  they  achieved  every  thing  by 
their  own  tmU  and  their  own  blood.  The  diacrimination 
is  ss  broad  as  daylight  can  make  it,  or  as  between  tnr- 
two  classes  of  soldien;  the  .one  fighting  for  a  sure  and 
duly  conuderation,  and  the  other  for  Government  and 
social  intercourse.  Forwbom  hss  the  bill  made  provirion? 
For  those  who  are  emphatically  *'  revolutionary  pennon- 
ers.**  Hw  ndUtia  bm  carried  on  everywhere  a  partisan 
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war,  with  quite  u  much  Ion  of  property  and  blood;  and 
it  had  been  a  subject  of  frequent  inqui^  why  the  militia 
were  not  all  placed  on  the  same  footinff  with  those  pro- 
vided for  b^  the  bill.  Gentlemen  from  most  of  the  States 
hare  been  inatmcted  to  aoe  jusUc^  though  late,  done  to 
thb  dan  of  loktiers^  who  had  been  eng^^  in  a  contest 
for  freedom,  auch  aa  waa  never  witnessed  in  the  world 
before.  If  these  men  can  show  that  they  have  rendered 
revolutionary  services,  let  them  do  so.  But  if  the  bill  is 
to  be  so  extended  as  to  reward  all,  why  should  not  those 
who  were  at  New  C^leans,  at  Tippecanoe,  at  Bridgewater, 
and  at  maDy  other  places,  be  included?  It  cannot  be 
done.  In  order  to  be  conustent  in  its  legislation,  the 
Senate  must  reject  all  these  amendments,  and  confine  the 
proviuons  of  the  bill  to  revolutionary  services.  With 
these  views,  he  would  be  compelled  to  vote  against  all 
these  amendments. 

Ur.  GRUNDY  admitted  that  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ment would  make  the  legislation  of  ue  Senate  more  con- 
aistent  than  thwr  adoption.  A  portion  of  the  troops  em< 
braced  in  the  tmendment  of  his  colleague,  were  engaged 
in  revolutionary  service.  And  what  dinuence,  he  asked, 
could  there  be  between  those  engaged  in  the  revolution- 
ary  war  on  this  ude  the  mountains,  and  those  umilarly 
engaged  on  the  other  side?  They  who  were  engaged  on 
thin  side  were  contending  against  the  British  soldiers, 
while  those  on  the  other  were  fighting  agvnst  the  Indian 
allies  of  Great  Britain.  Where  was  there  a  diffnence  in 
Uie  principle }  The  people  on  this  ude  the  mountains  had 
been  reitored  to  peace  and  «ecurity  ten  oe  twelve  years 
before  these  blearingi  were  attuned  oy  those  on  the  other 
nde.  Was  it  just  that  those  who  were  the  first  to  be 
viuted  by  peace  should  hare  tiie  benefit  of  the  bill,  while 
those  who  were  the  longest  detained  from  them  should  be 
excluded?  This  was,  indeed,  consistent  legislation.  He 
admitted  the  difference  to  be  endent  between  Uie  revolu- 
tionary war  and  the  late  warv  but  this  was,  on  both  rides  of 
Ae  mountains,  the  revolutionary  war.  It  was  a  prolonga- 
tion beyond  tiie  mountains  of  the  war  which  was  fought 
on  this  si^e  until  the  peace  of  1783.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, to  know  what  reason  could  be  assigned  for  including 
one  portion  of  the  troops  and  excluding  the  other.  Many 
of  those  who  served  under  Wayne,  Harmar,  and  Ham- 
tramck,  were  reguhir  soldiers.  He  stated  it  to  be  his 
intention  to  vote  for  thu  amendment,  and  for  the  whole 
amendment,  if  this  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SMITH  sud  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment, 
and,  afterwards,  against  the  whole  bill.  There  was  a 
diflerence  between  the  service  in  the  East  and  that  in  tiie 
West,  which  operated  in  his  mind  against  the  amendment. 
When  Congress  offered  lialf  pay  for  life,  the  Eastern 
members  opposed  the  measure,  on  the  ground  of  the  im- 
policy of  introducing  a  system  of  pensioning.  It  was  then 
proposed  to  give  five  years*  full  pay  to  the  officers  in  lieu 
of  half  pay  for  life,  and  thus  to  avoid  pensions.  Now,  tlie 
ground  seems  to  be  completely  changed.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  behind  him,  [Mr.  GaciTDT,^  seemed  to 
have  fallen  into  an  error,  when  he  set  up  chums  for  one 
particular  part  of  tlie  Union.  I'lie  Eastern  soldiers  had 
turned  out  and  fought  an  bravely  as  the  militia  of  the 
WcNt.  But  the  fact  was,  tiiat  there  had  been  but  very 
few  militia  called  out  in  the  East  after  1778!  and  the 
SouUiem  war  was  fought  after  that  period.  The  militia 
in  that  part  of  the  Union  were  then  called  out  in  great 
numbers,  so  that  both  sides  of  the  moimtuns  were  about 
on  a  par. 

In  Maryland,  the  militia  were  called  out  in  1777,  and 
but  few  were  called  afterwards  in  tiie  East.  In  New 
York,  the  Connecticut  troops  did  service.  Af^er  that 
time,  there  was  comparatively  peace  on  this  side  the 
mountains.  But  the  Southern  militia  were  afVerwards 
called  out,  and  constituted  the  main  force  of  tiiat  section 
of  countiy.    He  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  principle.  If 


the  amendments  were  adopted,  he  could  see  no  good  m- 
son  why  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war  should  not  be  included. 
There  were  few  who  came  out  of  that  service,  during  the 
war,  who  did  not  leave  it  in  a  state  of  poverty,  hanng 
been  compelled  to  look  to  their  own  means  for  ttcir  wp- 
port.  But  it  was  not  so  with  those  who  came  out  ifler 
the  war.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Eastern  men 
acted  correctly  in  putting  a  stop  to  pensions.  If  thete 
propositions  were  to  be  carried  out,  the  bill  would  empty 
the  treasury.  There  was  a  plan,  when  he  came  inlo 
Congress,  to  pennon  f<v  three  years,  giving  equal  to  tulT 
pay,  which  would  have  caused  an  expenditure  of  sboat 
1500,000  a  year.  It  was  raised  in  Uk  House  to  eight 
dollars  a  day,  and  was  so  ebanged  as  to  contemphtein 
annual  expenditure  of  tvo  miiBoM.  It  was  riwayi  tbe 
case  that,  when  there  was  a  sparse  treasury,  Congrest 
became  suddenly  and  rigidly  economical;  but  when  ueie 
was  plenty  of  money  in  the  treasury,  every  one  a  ready 
for  a  prodigal  expenditure.  This  bill  would  lead  to  ■ 
heavy  ezpeiuttiire,  not  for  one  year  only,  but  for  everjF 
year.  He  had  gone  into  tbe  war  with  nine  thousad 
pounds  of  his  own  money,  and,  when  be  came  out,  be  bad 
nothing. 

Mr.  WHITE  sud  that  his  friend  from  New  Jersey  wu 
right  in  the  supposition  that  he  [Mr.  W.]  bad  not  ottered 
hia  amendment  with  any  view  to  impede  the  bill.  His 
object  was,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass,  to  make  its  opention 
just  and  equal,  as  regards  all  portions  of  the  countiy.  If 
the  amendment  he  bad  offered  were  adopted,  he  should 
not  be  any  more  lUiposed  to  vote  for  tbe  bill  He  bellered 
that  the  bill  now  wa^  m  tofo,  false  in  principle;  but, 
although  wrong,  if  it  was  to  pass,  he  would  cany  out  the 
principle  so  as  to  n^dce  it  apply  to  all — to  the  unfitiaof  die 
West  as  well  as  to  all  others.  It  was  not  a  conect  im- 
position that  this  amendment  was  founded  on  a  jaindpH 
distinct  from  that  of  the  bill. 

Those  who  advocate  the  amendment  flunk  thMif  Ibe 
prindple  of  pensioning  those  who  are  competent  to  wp- 
port  themselves  be  adopted,  tbe  bill  ^ould  be  made  nU 
wider.  When  the  treu^  of  1783  was  made,  it  reriored 
harmony  between  Great  Britun  and  the  United  States, 
but  it  did  not  put  a  stop  to  the  Indian  war.  Tbe  princi- 
ple, therefore,  wasthe  same.  The  war  with-GreatBritwn 
was  at  an  end,  but  it  did  not  end  with  the  savage  sUlei  « 
Great  Britain  until  1795.  If  it  was  conndcred  "g^^ 
give  penrions  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  conflict  to 
civilized  man,  it  surely  was  equally  so  to  pension  thoK 
who  had  the  savages  to  contend  iritb.  If  one  hsd  oe 
misfortune  to  be  taken  prisoner,  in  the  ccntest  ffith  anl- 
ized  man,  he  was  treated  according  to  the  courteaes 
civilized  warfare.  But  in  the  oUier  case,  no  sooner  btd 
he  lefl  his  home,  than  his  dwelling  and  hia  property  were 
left  at  the  mercy  of  marauding  Inttians,  subject  to  cruelty 
and  devastation.  He  tiioi^t  that  even  fiunales  hid  " 
good  a  right  to  be  included  in  the  advantsges  (KT  the  b)U« 
as  tiiose  now  put  there.  In  the  case  where  cirifixed  mm 
contended  with  civilized  man,  it  was  veir  ^flferent,  fron 
that  where  man  was  compelled  to  meet  uie  bat^iaroui  In- 
dian, who  spared  no  age  or  sex,  but  gave  without 
distinction, to  the  scalping  knife  and  tomahawk.  He  begw 
to  think  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Hatke]  was  correct  in  saying  that  the  bill  ought  to  best 
extended  as  to  embrace  all.  It  bad  been  said  that  tbe  T^ 
volutionaiy  soldiers  were  paid  in  depreciated  awney, 
that  this  constituted  a  claim  for  penmons.  So»  if  per*'*''' 
sold  their  beef,  their  pork,  or  other  provisions,  for  deP"* 
ciated  money,  for  a  handfVil  of  which,  after  the  wir,  * 
man  could  not  get  a  breakfast,  they  surely  were  u  we" 
entitled  to  sympathy  and  relief.  If  the  bill  »  P  "] 
of  the  line  of^  strict  military  s^vice,  ii  would 
almost  impossible  to  fix  a  limit  to  it.  He  presniuea  Uw« 
were  Senators ,  present  who  had  heard  the  venerww 
Senator  from  North  Csrolin  (Mr.  Macon)  on  this  Root. 
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He  had  told  the  Senate  that,  during  the  war  in  the  Souths 
the  camp  was  the  only  place  of  safety.  ITdisabiUty  from 
wounds,  and  actual  want,  were  not  to  be  the  limit,  and 
the  bill  was  to  go  on  the  principle  of  mere  money,  it 
would  take  more  than  the  treasury  could  ^ve  to  carry 
its  provinona  into  effect   He  mshed  to  do  equal  justice. 

Hr.  BUCKNER  thought  the  amendment  went  too  hx. 
He  was  not  quite  prepared  to  say  that  he  would  not  vote 
for.  the  bill  in  its  onginal  shape,  but  he  could  not  help 
saying  that  he  thought  the  whole  system  was  wrong.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  adopt  a  pension  system  be^rond  those 
who  had  been  injured  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
Any  thing  beyond  tliat,  he  considered  to  be  bad  policjr. 
But  aa  the  proriaons  of  the.  law  have  been  extended,  in 
■ome  degree,  beyond  diis  principle,  he  saw  no  suffident 
reason  why  this  principle  or  good  feeling  diould  not  be 
extended  to  the  miUtia  of  that  period. 

It  had  been  sud  by  gentlemen  that  this  was  not  bo  much 
a  matter  of  grace,  &vor,  or  boon,  as  a  matter  of  right 
and  justice,  beuuse  a  contract  had  been  made  with  the 
Government,  which  the  Government  had  not  complied 
with.  HiB  auwer  waa,  that  if  this  be  a  contract,  and  the 
claims  arise  out  of  this  contract,  treated  aa  %  contract  for 
payment  of  loss  sustuned  by  its  fiulure  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  it  was  an  error  to  treat  it  as  a  pen«on  bill. 
By  this  bill,  then,  the  injured  man  is  mocked,  because  that 
amount  is  given  to  him  as  a  grace,  which  the  Government 
owed  him  as  a  debt.  If  this  principle  was  applicable  to 
troops  of  the  line,  it  was  alike  apphcable  to  militia,  and 
every  man  who  applies  for  the  benefit  of  the  provinons  of 
the  bill,  does  but  present  hU  debt  for  payawnt  Takli% 
it  in  this  light,  the  Government  would  thus  ascertain  when 
its  debts  were  paid,  and  when  it  would  be  relieved  from 
the  endless  pressure  which  had  so  long  existed.  But,  on 
the  other  pnnciplr.,  all  cUims  can  never  be  settled,  so  as 
to  do  ample  justice  to  all. 

His  mind  bad  undergone  some  change  in  relation  to  the 
pension  law,  since  he  had  minutely  examined  tlie  subject. 
He  had  never  passed  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  without 
being  conacious  of  a  feeling  of  gratitude  and  Teueration, 
whi^  almost  found  a  vent  m  tears.  But,  under  the  uiflu- 
eoce  of  such  feeling,  he  ^d  not  consider  it  proper  to  vote 
away  money.  The  judgment  of  the  Senate  should  not, 
on  this  occasion,  be  exercised  under  the  dictation  of  such 
feelings. 

It  appeared  to  hiiu  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentle 
man  from  Tennessee  went  too  far.  But  if  the  bill  were 
to  pass  in  any  form,  he  saw  no  reason  why  its  provirions 
should  not  apply  with  as  much  force  to  tlie  class  of  men 
embraced  in  tbe  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  lUintHs, 
aa  to  those  in  the  original  bill.  If  the  patriotism  and  the 
privationa  of  those  who  have  lived  beiore  ua  were  to  be 
rewarded,  to  encourage  those  who  were  to  come  afler  us, 
he  did  not  think  ttwt  tliia  principle  would  be  at  all 
changed  by  the  adoption  of  this  amendment.  It  was  the 
same  principle  that  ran  through  the  orinnal  bill,  onlv  it 
was  carried  ftirther,  and  gave  to  others  the  benefit  of  its 
provinons. 

These  were  the  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote 
against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
and  in  favor  of  that  of  the  Senator  from  lUinotSj  and  .if 
that  amendment' should  be  lost,  he  would  vote  against  the 
whole  bill.  To  pass  the  bill  without  that  amendment, 
would  be  an  act  of  national  imustice.  It  would  be  an  act 
of  injnitiee  to  tiie  West,  it »  not  in  that  repon  oi  the 
country  that  tiie  larger  portioit-  tit  those  included  in  tiie 
original  bill  reside.  There  are  but  few  in  the  West  of 
those  who  participated  in  the  trala  of  the  revolution. 
Where,  then,  would  be  the  great  expenditure  of  money 
authorized  by  this  bill  ?  Waa  it  to  be  expected  that  they 
who  made  constant  sacrifices  to  keep  the  treasury  full 
would  consent  to>make  personal  sacrifices  for  tbe  purpose 
of  pa/ing  pensions  to  Uiose  who  Hve  in  distinct  and  re* 


mote  communities?  This  would  not  be  an  equal  operation. 
It  would  indeed  be  an  act  of  such  glaring  partiality,  as 
would  induce  him  to  wash  bis  hands  of  the  whole  bill.  He 
could  see  no  good  reason  why  the  hardy  boqs  of  freedom, 
who  fought  under  Wayne,  Clarke,  Uarmar,  and  Ham- 
tramck,  should  not  receive  the  same  mark  of  reapect  and 
national  approbation  as  those  who  fought  in  anomerpait 
of  the  country.  He  had  used  the  phrase  **  mark  of  re- 
spect," for  he  considered  the  object  of  the  bill  to  be  the 
bestowal  of  a  mark  of  kindness  on  those  who  had  not  ex- 
pected  to  become  pensioners  as  they  grew  old,  and  to  be 
treated  as  a  band  of  paupers  hanging  on  the  nation. 

There  was  no  reason  why  thia  mark  of  respect  should 
be  given  to  the  militia  of  tbe  East,  and  not  to  those  of  the 
West.  The  Luids  which  the  Government  hddi  in  tbe 
West  are  the  fhiit  of  their  toila.  The  whole  domain  tiC 
tlie  West  waa  the  result  of  their  bravery  and  toil.  But  to 
ask  the  West  to  penuon  men  fif^eu  hundred  miles  distant, 
not  a  dollar  of  which  would  ever  return  to  the  West,  waa 
too  much.  What  was  this  principle }  Let  it  be  exhibited 
in  open  day,  and  shown  in  its  true  colors. 

On  motitm  of  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  .fifteen  Imndred  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  ap- 
portionment bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  die  ge- 
neral appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  addressed  the  Senate  for  about  two 
hours,  in  conclusion  of  his  remarics,  (as  given  above.)  ' 

Hr.  SMITH  then  rose,  not  to  take  a  part  in  tbe  diacua- 
sion,  but  to  express  a  hope  tiiat  the  Senate  would  now 
go  on  with  the  appropriation  bill,  and  permit  it  to  pass; 
reserving  whatever  discusnon  was  thou^t  proper  on  the 
subject  under  consideration,  until  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  should  call  up  his  resolution. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  sud  that,  after  this  suggestion,  he  would 
refraui,  at  present,  from  making  any  observations  iri  reply 
to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  lUinoiii,  with 
the  understan^ng  that  lus  resolution  should  be  taken  up 
after  this  InlTwas  disposed  of,  and  that,  after  he  had  been 
permitted  to  get  his  resolution  before  the  Senate,  the 
same  latitude  of  debate  would  be  allowed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  various 
amendments  to  the  bill;  which  having  gone  throu^  with, 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  bill  a 
clause,  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  to  have  the  papers  in  their  depariments 
arranged  ana  indexed,  $3,500  to  each  department. 

Hr.  CLAY  objected  to  this  amendment  as  a  most  extra- 
ordinary and  useless  appropriation  of  money.  He  stated 
that  it  had  never,  witlun  his  knowledge,  taken  five  minutes 
to  find  any  document,  unleas  it  was,  perhaps,  an  old  revo- 
lutionary paper.  It  is  a  buwneai  which  properly  apper- 
tains to  the  cWks  in  the  officei  and  here  is  an  apprmria. 
tion  Ot  $10,000  asked  for,  to  do  what  the  present  cferka 
were  bound  to  do. 

Ur.  SUTH  sent  to  &e  Secretarj  's  tabic  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Verplanck,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  stating  the  necessity  of  an  appropriation 
of  twice  the  amount  named  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FOOT  remarked,  that  a  sentence  in  the  letter  now 
read  disclmed  the  true  cause  of  the  coofuuoo  which  pre- 
vailed in  Uie  departmenta.  It  was  entirely  attributable  to 
die  removals  sinr  the  Freadeot  came  into  office.  Per- 
sons of  capaci^  and  experience  were  lumeJ  out,  and 
others  put  in  their  places,  who  knew  not  where  to  look 
to  find  necessary  papers.  The  removals  in  the  State  De- 
partment had  been  numerous;  and  he  instaticed,  as  a  con- 
sequence, that  a  gentleman  had  been  detuned  here  three 
weeks  before  the  derks  could  fiml  where  lus  account  was 
stated. 
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Mr.  CLAY  made  mrdc  further  obKrvatUm*  on  the  sob* 
^ect.  It  wai  Uk  extrwdimry  proceedings  at  tlua  Ute  pe- 
riod (rf*  the  MMum,  At  the  moment  iriien  we  are  told  of 
^  neeeiritj-  of  paannr  the  ippropriation  bill  through  with 
expedition*  becmue  ue  clerks  are  MifTerin^,  »nd  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate  baa  been  obliged  to  raiae  money  on 
hia  own  credit,  to  come  here  for  this  appropriation,  on  the 
neund  that  ^  Seoetaiiea  cannot  go  on  with  the  public 
DOlineM  inUiout  tUs  ad^tiomd  aid.  Hie  law  had  deter- 
■uned  die  number  of  derto  in  the  departmenta,  yet  thii 
munber  had  been  inereaiing  for  tone  yeanj  and  now,  un- 
wilUng  to  aak  for  new  de»^  the  departments  aak  for  a 
groM  sum  of  money.  He  requested  that  the  yeas  and 
mys  might  be  taken  on  this  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  MARCY  then  Mggested  to  Ae  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  finance  to  withdimw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  FOBSYTU  naked  to  hew  Mr.  Verpknck*i  letter 
rend. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  could  not  find  it  among  the  docU' 
menta  sent  to  lum,  and  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  an  amendment  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  extra  clerks  in  the  ofBee  of  the  Surreyor 
General  of  Pidihe  Lands;  but  before  this  was  iMsposed 

The  Senate  a^oumed. 

TacBSDAT,  AniL  13. 
APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  Aen  resumed,  in  Comn^ttee  of  the  Whole, 
the  conndention  of  the  biU  making  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1833. 

Tbe.»m«idment  }>ending  yesterday,  when  the  Senate 
■d|oumcd,  appropmting  $3,100  for  extra  derka  in  the 
once  of  tlte  Surveyor  General,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  then  mored  to  amend  the  b'dl  by  inserting 
M  approfwiatioo  of  $3,000  for  extra  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigani 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  mored  fonher  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  extra  elerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Surveyor  General  in  Florida,  to  be  applied  under 
the  inBta*uctions  of  the  Seeretary  of  the  TVctfury. 

Altera  brief  discusrion,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  then  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  of  $3,500  for  extra  clerk  hire  in 
the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  for  Ulinoii^  Missouri, 
and  Arkansas,  under  the  initmetioia  of  the  Beeivtary  <^ 
the  TresMity. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  opposed  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
advocated  by  Mr.  KING,  and  was  carried  in  the  affinna- 
tive^^rcM  19^  nays  16. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  moved,  after  raiding  a  letter  fivmtiie 
Secretary  of  War,  an  amendment,  to  the  following  effect: 

**  For  qiecial  ■ervieea  performed  by  J.  L.  Doty,  E^. 
for  services  and  expenses  in  bdding  a  court  for  the  trial 
of  Winnebago  Indians  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  $583  50." 

The  amendment  was  ressted,  on  the  ground  that  the 
■ervices  were  within  the  proper  line  of  Ju^ge  Doty's  ju- 
dicial duty,  and  that  he  was  no  nua-e  entitled  to  extn  pay 
than  he  would  be  fw  his  tavetir  cxpensei  and  traveluiw 
to  any  court  in  his  immediate  district  On  the  other  hanC 
the  supporters  of  ttie  amendment  innsted  that  the  Judge 
was  not  bound  to  go  to  Prurie  du  Clucn,  and  that,  beuw 
subjected  to  cztraordinaiy  expenses  in  the  performance  <» 
this  duty,  which  was  enjoined  on  lum  by  WarDeput- 
ment,  he  was  entitled  to  extra  pay. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  KINO  then  moved  <o  amend  the  bill  by  increanng 
the  appropriation  for  the  Genera]  Land  Office,  from 
9,000  to  $13,000. 

The  amendment  after  some  brief  discuaiion,  wasagreed 
to-^eas  20f  mys  19. 


MISSION  TO  GUATEMALA. 
Mr.  CLAY  then  rose  to  aak  the  attention  of  die  Senate 
to  an  appropriation  proposed  for  the  diplomatic  acrrie^ 
which  he  deemed  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  It  was  far 
the  outfit  and  salary  of  achai^  d'affairea  atOuatemala. 
On  a  former  occaaien,  he  had  stated  to  the  Senate  tus  be- 
lief tliat  the  public  service  did  not  require  us  to  be  repre- 
sented at  tiiat  Government.  A  charge  bad  been  nomi- 
nated during  the  present  seanoni  no  disousMm  had  taken 
place  on  the  nonunationi  and  he  [Mr.  C-]  beiiMf  absent 
from  his  seat  at  the  time,  had  no  opportunity  or  makii^f 
such  explanations  as  he  believed,  if  made,  would  have 
prevented  the  confirmatitm  of  die  appointment  The 
agent,  however,  had  not  left  the  United  States,  and  it  was 
not  now  too  late  to  correct  the  evil.  With  respect  to  ^ 
charge  himself,  be  believed 'no  objection  oould  be  made; 
the  gentleman  would  do  quite  as  well  as  many  otheia  who 
had  been  appointed— atood  in  aome  sort  cr  fomily  rela- 
tionship to  lum,  and  had  been  particularly  distinguished  by 
bis  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  present  administration.  The 
gentleman,  moreovo-,  rended  in  the  same  town  with  him- 
self, and  had  been  a  candidate  to  represent  his  dirtrict  in 
the  present  Congress,  in  which  contest  he  had  been  beat- 
en some  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  votes.  That,  however, 
formed  no  sort  of  objection  to  him:  the  only  question 
was,  the  oflke  that  had  been  confeiTed  on  him  was  not 
needed  for  the  public  service.  On  ttds  subject  he  Mt 
sMDewhat  aolidtous,  because  ttM  fMot  was  one  of  tiuiae 
which  the  last  admiiustration  proposed  to  retrendi;  and 
if  the  present  administration  did  not  mean  to  redeem  the 
pledg^  of  retreocfament  and  reform  that  brought  them 
mto  office,  it  was  to  be  hoped  they  would  leave  im£s- 
turbed  those  that  had  been  contemplated  by  the  lasL  In 
aletter  from  the  Department  of  state  to  a  committee  oT 
the  Senate,  it  had  been  stated  that  the  public  service 
would  permit  of  a  temporary  reduction  <^  two  of  our 
diplomatic  agents  abroad;  and  ^the  department  was  In- 
duced to  believe  that  one,  if  nof  two,  of  the  foreign  mis- 
sions might  immediately  be  aboliriied  without  injury  to 
the  public  service.  AcconUngly,  Mr.  Wilfiams,  uie  mi- 
nister to  Guatemala,  bad  been  recalled.  He  recollected 
that,  at  the  time,  that  country  was  in  a  very  distracted  state, 
and  was  conddexed  to  have  no  settled  Government.  This 
was  in  1S38.  From  that  time  to  tU%  Hie  Government  of 
Guatemala  had  been  in  the  nme  distracted  condition,  two 
Presidente  instead  of  onej  the  Prendent  elected  having 
been  fiaved  to  leave  the  seat  of  Government,  and  go  to 
St.  Salvador  to  raise  troops  to  oppo»e  his  rival.  This  was 
the  latest  information  he  bad  received  from  that  country, 
and  received,  too,  from  the  most  authentic  and  unques- 
tionable source.  If  a  civil  war  was  not  now  raging  in  that 
country,  it  was  in  so  disturbed  and  diMiaeted  a  atate  as  to 
render  a  adsnon  tiiere  wholly  uoeleas.  Ye^  even  if  lUs 
was  not  its  condition,  our  conunerdal  arrangements  with 
it  were  not  such  as  to  justify  the  expense  of  the  mission. 
He  ventured  to  aswrt  that  Uie  whole  profits  of  the  com- 
merce with  that  country,  added  together,  would  not  be 
enough  to  pay  the  salary  and  outfit  of  the  minister.  The 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  United  States  were  increaai^ 
at  a  very  rapid  rate.  The  last  adnunistration  had  but  four- 
teen ^plomatie  agents— seven  for  each  continent.  Tie 
preaoit  admimatration  had  increased  tiie  number  to 
dghteen  or  nineteen.  With  regard  to  this  particubrnis- 
Bon,  he  eonndered  the  commerce  with  Guatemala  too  la* 
con^er^le  to  render  it  necessary.  There  would  have 
been  much  better  reason  in  instituting  a  miarion  to  Tene. 
zuela,  which  was  not  so  disturbed,  and  with  which  oooirtn 
we  carried  on  a  consider^le  tradet  or  to  BoGvis,  wbics 
had  several  ports,  while  Guatemala  had  one  or  two.  Mr. 
C.  then  movied  to  strike  out  from  the  bill  the  amiropria- 
tion  for  the*ontfit  and  salary  of  a  dntgtf  d'sAaircs  to 
Central  Americai  and  on  tUa  qneaOon  he  called  for  the 
yeaaaadnaya. 
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JiSathn  to  Qvdmala. 


The  J*et9  »nd  nwrs  vere  accordingly  ordered. 
Mr.  SMITH  sud  that  if  the  ^ntleman  from  Kentucky 
had  made  any  opposition  to  the  nomination  of  the  chai^ 
d'affaires  to  Central  America  vhen  it  was  under  con- 
sideration, he  doubted  nry  much  how  he  ihauld  have 
voted  on  the  question.  As  it  was,  howevert  the  nomina- 
tion haTii^prerailed,  he  ^d  not  reiy  well  see  how  the 
Senate  coiud  avoid  making  the  appropriation  to  carry  its 
own  act  into  effect.  Under  the  circumstancea  of  the  case, 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  vote  for  the  appropriation.  Tbe 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  stated,  -very  correctly,  that 
Mr.  Rochester's  time  expired  in  1838,  and  that  Guatemala 
was  then  in  a'  veiy  distracted  condition!  but  he  believed 
the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  his  stiitements  u  to  the 
value  of  the  trade.  One  of  his  constituents  had  sent  a 
cargo  to  that  country,  on  which  he  ma^e  a  profit  of  ten 
«r  twen^  thousand  dollars,  he  did  not  recollect  which. 
There  was  a  profitable  circuitous  trade  carried  on  by  our 
merchants  in  that  rejirion.  Vessels  that  did  not  find  a  good 
market  at  Chili  or  Peru,  went  on  to  8t.  Bias,  in  Central 
America.  With  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  country, 
Mr.  8.  believed  it  was  more  settled  than  heretofore.  So 
ftr  aa  he  ciould  collect  fiwn  the  newspapers,  that  Oorem- 
ment  had  become  somewhat  ornnized.  Some  little  dis- 
turbance in  that  TOuntry  was  tobe  expected.  They  were 
always  quarrelling  in  South  America;  but  that  made  no 
difference  to  our  commerce.  If  we  waited  until  all  the 
South  American  republics  were  in  a  state  of  peace,  it 
would  be  long  before  we  should  send  a  minister  tnere. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  found  himself  very  much  in  the 
ntuation  of  the  Senator  from  Maryluid.  He  felt  con> 
stnined  to  rote  for  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  salary,  as 
the  Senate,  by  its  own  act,  had  created  die  office  which 
it  was  attempted,  by  a  ride-blow,  to  lop  off.  The  Senate 
was  not  at  liberty  to  refuse  the  appropriation  for  an  office 
its  own  vote  had  assisted  in  establishing  within  the  pre- 
sent session.  How  far  would  tbe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky carry  out  his  principled  Would  he  apply  it.  if,  in 
hia  opinion,  necessary,  to  the  salaries  of  offices  created 
by  law?  And  yet  this  would  be  the  effect,  if  the  motion 
of  that  gentieman  prevailed.  In  the  present  case,  the 
President  had  nominated,  the  Senate  had  confirmed, 
thereby  creating  the  ofRce,  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, acting  on  this  creation  of  office,  had  sent  to  the 
Senate  an  appropriation  to  pay  tbe  salary  which  it  was 
then  proposed  to  strike  out.  Mr.  T.  could  not  consent 
to  sanction  a  principle  of  this  sort  When  the  n<Hnination 
was  before  the  Senate,  he  entertained  tbe  same  view  with 
regard  to  it  as  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky; 
he  could  not  see  any  reason  for  sending  a  miiuster  to  this 
Government,  if  a  Government  it  was  at  alL  But,  inas- 
mudi  as  there  liad  been  a  minister  there  for  many  years 
previoiB,  and  not  a  single  suggestion  was  made  before  the 
committee  as  to  the  inutility  of  the  mission,  he  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  call  upon  the  Executive  for  addi- 
tional informaticH).  Mr.  T.  did  net  concur  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mainland,  in  the  opinion  that  the  trade  with 
Central  America  was  valuable.  Much,  Mr.  T.  said,  would 
depend  upon  the  limits  of  the  country.  His  information 
was,  perhaps,  not  so  extensive  as  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Maryland;  but,  as  far  as  he  was  Informed,  if  the  country 
was  comprehended  witlun  the  limits  of  the  captain-gene- 
ralship of  Guatemala,  it  contained  only  two  ports — Omoa, 
and  one  other  port,  nearer  to  Guatemala.  Our  principal 
trade,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  with  Omoa,  a  place  settied  almost 
entirely  bv  n^roea  and  Indiana,  and  notorimisly  so  rickly 
that  it  liaa  not  been  the  permanent  residence  of  white 
men  since  the  Spaniards  possessed  it.  From  that  port, 
said  Mr.  T.,  we  get  indigo  and  cochineal;  and  that,  he 
believed,  was  the  amount  of  the  trade.  Our  exports  to 
that  country  must  be  something,  of  course,  or  v(e  could 
not  import  from  there;  but  their  amount  he  could  not 
state.  With  respect  to  the  coasting  voyagei  aUaded  to 
Vou 


'  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  he  could  not  believe  they 
amounted  to  much.  The  vessel  the  gentieman  spoke  of 
as.  having  gone  from  St.  Bias,  went  from  North  to  South 
America;  for,  if  his  geographical  recoUections  were  cor- 
rect, St  Bias  was  not  in  South  but  in  Nortii  America: 
and  if  this  vessel  wassucceasAil  in  that  indirect  voy^re,  it 
was  one  of  those  aucceaset  that  might  have  happened  fbr 
the  time,  but  could  not  always  be  calculated  on.  But,  aa 
he  bad  said  in  the  commencement,  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  vote  for  the  salary,  as  the  Senate  had,  by  its  own  act, 
created  the  office.  He  wished  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  made  his  opposition  to  the  appointment  when 
the  nomination  was  before  the  Senate.  Had  be  done  so, 
Ur.  T.  did  not  believe  the  nominaticm  wotdd  bave  been 
confirmed< 

Mr.  HOLMES  expressed  himself  as  much  gratified  that 
his  old  fashioned  sentiments  had  been  so  well  sustuned  by 
the  cheurman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^  . 
[Mr.  TAaxwxu..]  He  diould  begin  to  think  himself  a 
very  correct  and  conristent  politician.  For  example, 
when  tbe  Panama  misnon  was  under  conrideration,  he 
thought  it  inexpedient,  and  voted  in  fitvor  of  the  reaolu- 
tions  presented  oy  the  Comntittee  on  Forogn  Relatiom^ 
in  opposition  to  uie  measure.  When  tbe  only  affirmative 
proposition  waa  tm  the  table,  the  creation  of  the  minister^ 
ne  voted,  with  the  chairman  of  that  comnuttee,  agunst 
the  measure]  but  when  the  bill  came  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  after  the  officers  had  been  created,  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  th^r  salaries,  he  fHr.  H.]  gave 
the  only  comntent  vote — be  voted  to  pay  tiiem.  l^eo* 
like  the  Senator  from  Virginia  on  the  present  occaaon* 
he  did  not  feel  htmself  at  liberty  to  refuse  the  «lariea 
af^r  the  Senate  had  created  the  offices;  and,  now,  he 
must  inform  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  be  should 
vote  on  the  same  principle.  He  regretted,  exceedingly, 
that  he  did  not  know,  while  the  nomination  was  under  con- 
sideration, that  the  country  to  which  the  minister  was  to 
be  sent  was  in  a  distracted  and  unsettled  st4te;  that  our 
commerce  with  it  was  inconsidenUilet  ukI  (hat  it  was  tn- 
hdtited  by  nothing  but  negroes  and  In^ani.  As  tbe 
minister  was  going  to  a  country  so  unfkvorably  described, 
and  to  reside  among  negroes  and  Indians,  he  certainly 
ought  to  be  paid,  and  weU  paid,  too;  and  he  should,  tiiere- 
fore,  vote  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  observed  that  nothii^  in  his  course 
could  authorize  a  comparison  between  him  and  the  Se- 
nator from  Maine,  either  aa  regarded  conristency  or  any 
thing  else.  The  remarks  of  that  gentlenian,  however, 
called  fbr  a  reply  on  another  point.  There  was  a  great 
difference  between  the  Panama  mission  and  the  present 
one.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maine  would  turn  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Relations,  made  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  he  would  find  that  the  main  difficulty 
ui^d  in  the  report  was  tbe  unconstitutionality  of  the 
mission.  The  committee  believed  that  Congress  poweued 
no  authority  to  send  ministers  to  a  Congress  or  nationi. 
Differing,  therefore,  with  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  he 
had  voted  against  the  measure,  in  all  its  stages;  fint 
agiunst  the  creation  of  the  offices.  The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, concurring  with  the  majority,  made  the 
appropriation  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  that 
had  been  appointed;  and  be,  fbr  one,  believing  that 
the  Executive  and  Senate  had  no  constitutional  right 
to  inftitute  the  miauiHi,  voted  agiimt  it  That  was  one 
difference  between  the  Panama  nussion  and  the  present 
one;  for  no  one,  for  a  moment,  would  suppose  tTMLt  the 
President  and  Senate  had  not  a  right  to  send  a  minister  to 
Central  America.  The  gentieman  m>m  Maine  had  strange* 
ly  mistaken  him,  in  suppoung  him  to  say  that  Guatenvala 
was  inhabited  only  by  negroes  and  Indians.  If  he  said  so, 
be  begged  leave  to  take  it  back.  He  spoke  only  of  the 
uckly  part  of  Omoa  aa  being  inhabited  by  negroes  and  In* 
<Uu9.   Guatemala,  like  all  other  parts  of  South  Ajnetiea, 
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wu  peopled  with  the  three  racei  of  wlutes,  bUcks,  and 
Indi&M. 

Hr.  BENTOX  row  to  initke  tome  obiervfttinna  on  the 
mun  p<Hnt  of  objection— the  alleged  iniigniiicancy  of  the 
trade  between  the  United  Statet  and  GuatenuU.  It  wu 
alleged  that  thi*  commerce  was  too  inconmderable  to  merit 
the  miaHon  ctf'a  chai^  d'afTurei;  that  the  profits,  in  tact, 
of  the  whole  ccHnmerce  would  not  deftay  the  expenses 
oS  the  miawon.  This,  Mr.  B.  was  very  certun,  was  a 
great  nustake.  He  held  in  his  hand  tlie  document  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for  tliej  ear 
1830— the  last  that  was  printed;  and,  from  that  document, 
the  commerce  in  qaestkm  appeared  to  be  infinitely  su- 
perior to  what  it  had  been  represented  to  be.  According 
to  tlw  allegationaof  gentleown,  we  obtained  nothing  from 
that  eountiy  but  a  few  dyestufls,  and  the  exports  were 
treated  as  nottung.  Mr.  B.  said  the  document  in  his 
hand  presented  a  very  different  picture.  Hr.  B.  then 
read  from  the  document,  to  show  that  the  whole  imports 
from  Guatemala  were  $302,830;  and  of  this  amount,  about 
(140,000  consisted  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion. 
The  domestic  exports  were  $138,000,  which  he  said  were 
Soar  times  ai  great  m  the  domestic  exports  to  Russia,  and 
eight  timea  aa  great  as  they  were  to  Prussia.  The  foreign 
ezportt  sent  from  tlie  United  States  were  $110,000;  so 
that,  if  Uiere  was  any  thing  in  the  balance  of  trade,  here 
was  a  balance  of  about  $5U,000  jn  favor  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  B.  thought  this  commerce  was  well  worth' 
attending  to  now;  and  aa  Guatemala  was  a  young  and  a 
growing  country,  it  must  soon  be  muah  more  considera- 
ble, if  cherished  and  preserved.  Mr.  B.  would,  there- 
fore, cordially  vote  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  for  defraj^- 
ing  the  expenses  of  the  nus«on. 

Mr.  HOLMES  made  a,  brief  explanation,  disavowing 
any  design  to  misrepresent  what  had  fidlen  from  the  Se- 
nator from  Virginia. 

Mr.  CX«A.Y  stitted  that  he  did  not  see  much  in  the  ob- 
jectitm  which  had  been  mMle  to  his  motion.  The  ch&rg£ 
was  yet  in  tJm  country,  he  bad  not  gone  on  his  mission; 
and  if,  in  his  journey  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  the  pre- 
paiationt  for  departure,  he  had  incurred  any  expenses, 
flc  should  feel  no  unwillingness  to  reimburse  him.  The 
salary  appropriated  is  }  et  unearned.  He  would  presently 
refer  to  two  misaions  which  have  for  some  time  been  of 
no  use^and  be  would  inquire  how  these  agents  were  to 
be  recalled.  He  alluded  to  the  agents  for  claims  in  Parib 
and  in  London.  There  are  but  two  modes  of  recalhng 
thete  agents.  The  Presi<)ent  may  send  for  them;  but  if 
he  should  noi,  they  can  only  be  recalled  by  the  refusal 
of  Congress  tu  make  the  appropriatiuiia  fur  them.  In 
the  present  case,  as  the  agent  had  not  gone,  no  injury 
could  be  done  to  him  by  the  refusal  of  the  appropriation. 

He  stated  thut  when  this  numinatiun  was  acted  on,  it 
happened  to  be  on  one  of  the  two  or  three  days  iii  wliich 
he  had  been  prevented,  this  session,  from  attending  tu  his 
duties^  through  indisposiiion.  Here  an  office  may  be  ter- 
minated 1^  withholding  the  appropriation  which  bad  not 
been  earned}  or  the  President  may  prevent  tlie  charge 
from  leaving  the  country.  It  would  have  been  better 
had  these  objections  been  made  when  the  nomination 
was  under  consideration;  but  he  din  not  think  that  it  was 
now  too  late.  He  believed  that  there  was  at  present  no 
Government  at  Guatemala.  Was  it  represented  by  any 
SgeDt  here^  -  Was  there  anycbarg^  from  Guatemala  in 
this  country?  The  latit  minister  from  that  country,  a 
mort  excellent  and  enlightened  man,  was  Mr.  Caiias,  with 
whom  the  treaty  had  been  made.  Since  that  time,  a  bit- 
ter war  had  been  raging.  Where,  then,  should  be  the  dif* 
ficul^  of  acdng,  now  tluit  the  minister  is  here,  to  reverse 
the  nomination,  taking  care  to  reimburse  him  for  his  ex- 

Eenditurea?   If  there  was  even  a  moral  obligation  to  send 
im,  now,  in  case  it  should  be  found  proper  to  do  so,  can 
the  nuMcn  ever  be  termiiiatcdr  According  to  the  doe^ 


trine  of  the  other  nde,  a  nuntster  once  sent  can  never  be 
recalled.  He  believed  that  the  commerce  with  Guate- 
mala was  very  trifling.  The  precious  metili  which  hid 
been  referred  to,  came  from  Peru,  through  Guateittla; 
but  it  was  well  luwwn  that  the  Guatemala  nunes  had  not 
been  worked  for  some  time.  He  reminded  the  Senttor 
from  Vit^nia  that  there  had  been  a  bitter  contest  be- 
tween Mexico  and  Guatemala  concerning  the  possesnon  of 
a  province  which  stretches  into  North  America. 

Mr.  BIBB  made  a  few  observations  in  opposition  to  the 
motion,  expressing  his  hope  that  what  had  been  done  Id 
thiacase  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
\)f  tlie  Senate,  would  not  be  reversed  in  this  numncr. 
He  considered  tlie  matter  as  now  placed  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  Senate.  The  ri^lit  of  appointing  to  foreij^ 
otissions,  and  of  receiving  foreign  ministers,  he  viewed  uan 
exdunve  right  appertaining  to  the  President  In  the  pre- 
sent instance,  the  Senate  had  confirmed  the  numination, 
and  the  other  House  having  apprDp)4ated  the  meani,  it 
must  be  palpable  that  the  Senate  coiild  not  do  olberwiK 
than  conform  to  circumstances.  It  had  been  asked  hov 
a  mission  could  ever  be  gut  rid  of.  By  Executive  dis- 
cretion. And  if  the  President  act  wrong  for  once,  he  ii 
accountable  for  that  wrong.  He  was  £qK»ed  to  give  to 
every  Executive  a  fair  support,  unless  H  could  be  ^own 
that  there  existed  palpable  and  gross  abuse.  It  wis  ask- 
ed if  any  functieiiory  from  Guatemala  was  in  this  country. 
He  believed  not,  but  we  must  begin.  The  commerce 
was  trifling,  it  was  siud,  but  it  may  be  increased;  snd  if 
the  country  was  unsettled,  there  was  stronger  reason  for 
sending  aminister  to  protect  American  interests  and  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  gave  the  reasons  which  would  com- 
pel him  to  vole  against  Uie  motion.  He  regretted  tla(  it 
bad  been  made  at  this  time.  If  the  statements  of  the  Se- 
nator had  been  made  at  another  time,  they  would  doubt, 
less  have  influenced  his  vote,  and  probably  the  nomitution 
would  have  met  with  a  different  &te.  But  he  could  not, 
after  pusing  on  the'nonunation,  agree  to  reject  the  sp- 
propnation  for  the  salary.  He  hoped  the  Senator  Iran 
Kentucky  would  cimsent  to  withdraw  hia  motion,  >nd 
thus  relieve  him  from  the  unpleasant  predicament  of  beinf 
compelled  to  vote  against  it.  He  believed  the  mission  to 
be  unneces&iry  and  improper,  yet  be  should  now  be  com- 
pelled to  give  his  vote  in  accordance  with  those  who  cn- 
tertnined  the  belief  tliatit  was  both  necessary  and  proper. 

Hr.  FOltdVTII  spoke  briefty  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion. He  was  of  the  opinion  tlut  to  refuse  the  approprii- 
tion  so  immediately  afUr  confirming  tlie  nonunation,  would 
expose  tiie  Semite  to  some  censure.  It  was  said  that  tlus 
mission  was  unnecessary.  The  nomination  was  made  lo 
replace  the  minister  appointed  last  sesuon.  There  hid 
been  plenty  of  time  to  inquire  into  the  necessity.  Wliy 
liad  Uicre  been  tfo  call  lor  information,  after  whit  the 
president  had  statetl  on  the  subject  in  his  annual  me«s»g«' 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  an  extract  from  the  message  on  the 
subject  of  our  relations  with  Guatemala.]  He  tbouf^ 
the  mission  was  necessary,  and  that  the  appropnstion 
ought  not  to  be  refused,  without  a  sufficient  reason  beiDK 
given.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  remarked  on 
the  increase  of  diplomatic  agents.  He  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  remark  had  been  made  by  way  oT  censure- 
But,  if  it  was,  it  might  be  easy  to  show  that  savings  hid 
been  effected  by  the  present  administration,  by  cbangiof 
the  pwles  of  ministers.  Two  missions  bad  been  cut 
down. 

Hr.  CLAY.    What  two? 

Mr.  FOKSYTU.   Chili  and  Mexico.  . 
Mr.  CLAY.    Chili  was  cut  down  under  the  bst  id- 
ministration. 

Mr.  FOKSYTU.  Tliere  then  was  but  one— Mexwo. 
But  the  President  had  suted  hia  intention  to  cut  down  that 
to  Colombia.   The  increased  expenditure  bad  been  >ttn> 
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butedtoretnoTils.  In  many  of  these  the  kdministration 
eould  not  be  made  reiiponnble.  Some  had  died,  and 
some  bad  been  rejected,  and  for  these  responsibility  was 
not  to  attach  to  the  administration.  During^  tiie  late  ad- 
tniniatratiof)  extn  sums  had  been  expended  on  the  missions 
to  England--forty-eight  thousand  dollars  were  expended 
beyond  the  ordinary  eipenditure.  Mr.  Rush  h«l  been 
recal)«d  to  (ill  the  Treasury  Department.  Hiere  ^aa  his 
return,  and  the  outfit  uf  Itlr.  King,  who  was  sent.  Mr. 
King  was  permitted  to  come  home,  and  Mr.  Gallatih  was 
«ent.  Then  Mr.  Gallatin  was  permitted  to  return  home, 
and  Mr.  Barbour  was  sent.  Mr.  Barbour  was  recalled. 
These  were  eonting^iwies  for  which  no  one  censured  the 
administration.  But  there  were  charges  for  outfit  to  Mr- 
King  and  others,  which  were  subjects  of  complaint.  He 
believed  there  was  a  disposition  in  the  present  administra^ 
tion  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  these  missions}  and  should 
it  prove  otherwise,  be  woidd  go  with  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  in  an  attempt  to  force  reduction  upon  them. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  considered 
such  gross  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
withhold  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  after  appointing 
the  minister;  for  it  had  been  acknowlec^d  tliat,  with  the 
&ctB  now  before  the  Senate,  the  nomination  would  not 
bare  been  confirmed.  He  felt  himself  much  more  embar- 
rassed in  relation  to  what  passes  in  the  open  and  in  the 
secret  aemona  of  the  Senate,  than  he  did  by  any  argument! 
ui^^  here,  to  show  that  the  Senate  was  committed  to 
make  the  appropriation.  He  could  not,  with  propriet|r, 
refer  to  wKat  had  passed  in  secret  session;  but  he  was  saM» 
fied  that  every  Senator  then  present  could  bear  tcstimo- 


name  as  himself,  and  might  be  some  conncuoo.  He  was 
bound  to  be  grateful,  therefbre,  for  such  « tank,  of  the 
bounty  of  this  administration.  He  had*  indeed,  to  return 
his  thanks  to  the  administration  for  many  jarora.  He  bad, 
through  them,  possened  himself  of  a  fine  Arabian  horse, 
by  which  he  expected  to  make  something.  And  the  gen- 
tleman appointed  to  the  present  misuon  had  married  a 
relation  of  his  wife.  And  if  they  went  on  in  Aiaway,  and 
the  administration  should  last  long  enough,  he  was  not 
without  hope  that  all  his  friends  would  come  into  power. 
He  was  wilting  to  pay  thia  charge  who  had  not  jret  left 
the  country,  and  this  would  be  no  greater  hardship  than 
recalling  a  minister  recently  sent  out,  and  who  had  been 
taken  from  all  his  private  pursuits.  Here  no  services  had 
been  performed.  He  concurred  in  the  opinion  thatevery 
respect  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  co-ordinate  branches  w* 
the  Government;  and  agreed  that  if  it  were  ahown  that 
the  Prendent  and  Senate  had  made  thia  nonwutiai  with 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  fitcta,  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per,  except  in  an  extreme  case,  to  reject  ibe  nomtnauon. 
As  to  the  situation  of  Guatemala,  he  had  recently  conversed 
with  one  of  the  most  distinguished  South  Americans  who 
had  visited  this  country,  and  wbo  had  told  him  that  the 
countr}'  was  in  a  moat  unsettled  state,  the  President  hav- 
ing gone  to  St.  Salvador  to  encounter  hi*  opponent.  It 
had  been  said  we  must  have  a  minister  there  to  protect 
American  property.  Thia  is  a  duty  belongin{f  to  con> 
Buls,  and  we  bad  consuls  there;  bat  to  whom  were  we  siud 
to  send  a  minister,  if  there  was  no  Government?  He  had 
also,  from  the  same  source,  obtained  some  observations  re- 
lative to  tlie  canal,  or  rather  rwlroad,  (for  he  understood 


ny  to  his  consistency  in  ofmosing  the  appropriation.  Since,  I  a  railroad  was  in  contemplfttion,)  from  Panama  to  the  op- 


however,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations had  stated  that,  for  reasons  given  by  him,  he  aid  not 
think  it  expedient  to  call  upon  the  Executive  far  informa- 
tion when  the  nomination  was  before  the  Senate,  he 
thought  himself  safe  in  saying  tiiat  the  facts  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  were  not  before  them  on  that 
ooca«on.  There  was  no  inoonnstency  in  recalling  a  mis- 
sion after  finding  it  to  be  unnecessary;  still  less  impropri- 
ety could  there  be  in  recalhng  an  appointment  before  the 
officer  had  entered  on  its  duties.  Under  present  circum- 
stances, he  {Mr.  P.]  found  no  difficulty  in  recording  his 
Tote  in  opposition  to  the  appropriation.  The  Senate  was 
constituted  to  advise,  as  well  as  consent,  to  the  nominations 
of  the  Executive.  Now,  would  the  Senate,  with  the  pre- 
sent information  before  them,  advise  and  consent  to  this 
appointment  or  not?  That  was  the  wily  question,  and  it 
was  now  for  the  Senate  to  decide  it. 

Mr.  CLA¥  said  that  he  had  not  spoken  of  increased  ex- 
penses, but  th6  increase  of  the  number  of  missions;  they 
had  increased  from  seven  to  either  eighteen  or  nineteen. 
As  to  the  expenditures  on  English  missions,  referred  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
Mr.  Rush  had  been  in-  England  eight  years,  and  returned 
to  the  Treasury  Department.  He  was  succeeded  by  a 
gentleman  whose  entire  competence,  whose  g^eat  experi- 
ence in  English  diplomacy,  and  whose  conne^uon  with  the 
two  States  most  interested  in  the  pending  negotiations, 
emphaticallv  pointed  him  out  for  the  station.  That  gen- 
tleman. On  hisvqyag^  was  seized  with:  the  sickness  wnieb 
afterwards  brou^t  him  to  the  grave.  Mr.  Gallatin  was 
sent  on  a  special  mission,  and  returned  when  he  had  ac- 
complished it.  And  he  hoped  thatthe  expense  which  had 
&llen  on  the  country  by  the  recall  of  Mr.  Barbour,  was 
not  to  be  chargedon  the  late  administration.  They  might 
as  well  be  charged  with  the  expenses  of  the  return  of  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Everett,  Mr.  Every- 
body. As  to  the  case  of  the  outfit  to  Mr.  King,  as  charge 
while  on  that  pmntj  he  would  like  to  be  inftmned  if,  while 
we  .were  paymg  a  mimiter  reuding  in  London,  near  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburg,  we  were  not  also  paying  his  se- 
eretai^  as  »  charge.   That  gentleman  was  of  tbe  same 


posite  side:  he  had  understood,  and  his  information  (Ulfer- 
ed  from  that  obtained  by  tiie  President,  that  there  was  a 
company  noV  aetually  engaged  in  making  a  survey  of  a 
route,  whidi  is  to  be  forty-five  miles  and  the  great- 
est  elevation  about  three  hundred  feet.  So  that  there  wu 
nothing  to  be  gunedin  this  point  bv  sending  a  n^iuster. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  with  a  view  to  give  him  time  to  make 
some  farther  examination,  moved  that  the  Senate  now  ad- 
journ— yeas  18,  nays  21. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clax's  mmNmni  to 
strike  out  tbe  apprc^riatioD,  and  dedded  uitlwn^(i!lin^ 
as  follows: 

YEAS.'MesBTB.  Clay,  Clayton,  Swing,  Foot^  ftduuton, 
Naud»n,  Robbing  Seymour.— 8. 

NAYS. — Mes^-  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Chambers,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  F<H'syth,  Freling- 
buysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Knigh^ 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Snritb, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  Tyler,  Whiter  WU- 
kins  30. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

FunaT,  AraiL  13. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tbe  Senate  relumed  the  connderatioo  of  the  genetal 
appropriation  bill 

OUTFIT  TO  FRANCE. 
tb.  MILLER  moved  tostrike  out  the  word  <*Franee," 
in  the  clause  appropriating  certain  outfits,  and  also  to 
change  the  amount  of  appropriation  from  Ihirty'Six  to 
twenty-seven  thousand  doUars,  so  as  to  strike  otit  the  ap- 
propriation for  an  outfit  for  a  nunister  to  Ftance.  The 
office  was  not  vacant,  and  he  was  of  opiiuon  tiiat  the  Se- 
nate ought  not  beforehand  to  make  this  apprt^riation, 
and  thus  to  furnish  the  President  with  a  pretext  to  recall 
tbe  present  minister,  and  make  a  new  appointment  during 
the  recess.    Such  a  measure  may  not  be  necessary. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  that  if  tiie  money  was  not  wanted, 
it  would  Qot  be  taken  out  of  the  treasuty. 
Mr.  HOLMES  wished  tbtt  some  meOod  cooldbe  inTent- 
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ed  to  prevent  the  Preatdent  from  lending  ministers  abroad 
during  the  recen.  He  knew  not  what  way  could  be  de- 
viled. He  thought  it  would  be  the  best  mode  if  these 
appropriations  could  be  postponed  till  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. Then,  ifa  nomination  was  not  made,  or  not  confirm- 
ed, there  would  be  no  neceauty  for  anjr  appropriation; 
and  by  withholding  the  money,  the  appointinent  of  a  min- 
ister during  the  recBM  would  be  prerented.  It  would 
not  surprise  him  if  ne  nominations  were  to  be  made  of 
miniiters  to  France  and  England  before  the  adjournment 
of  CongrcM,  and  if  ministers  were  to  be  sent  thither  du- 
ring the  recess. 

Mr.  SMITH  read  s  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
suggesting  the  necessity  for  this  provision,  mm  then  sud 
that  the  Smate  would  dispose  uf  the  m^er  as  it  might 
see  fit. 

Hr.  MUXER  stated  that  bis  object  wa%  if  Mr.  Hires 
diould  come  home  in  the  recess,  to  prevent  a  new  ap- 
nmntment.  If  the  Preadent  chose  to  appoint  a  minister 
during  the  recess,  he  might  provide  him  with  an  outfit 
out  -  of  the  contingent  fund.  Regartfing  it  as  doubtful 
whether  the  Presidmt  had  the  power  to  appoint  during 
tiie  reoeas,  he  would  not  consent  to  confer  it  by  lefpalation- 

The  qnestioQ  was  put,  and  the  yeu  (17)  had  been 
counted,  when 

Mr.  FORSYTH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysi  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  then  made  a  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  vote  wliich  he  intended  to  give.  He  thought 
that,  during  the  present  administration,  a  hberal,  even  a 
censurable  exercise  of  Executive  patronage  had  been 
exhilrited.  But  wUIe  he  entertained  these  views,  he 
still  could  not  go  the  length  witli  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  considered  that  in  certain  contingen- 
cies vacamuea  might  occur,  and  that  when  such  did  occur 
the  Prendent  had  a  right  to  fill  them.  A  vacancy  might 
occur  in  one  hour  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress:  and 
in  such  case,  is  it  pretended  that  the  President  may  not 
lill  it? 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  sc«med  to  lay  it 
down  that  he  would  have  no  right,  under  an^  circumstan- 
ces, to  exerdse  such  power.  Let  the  President,  in  such 
cases,  act  on  bisown  discretion  and  his  own  responmbiUty : 
and  let  us  take  care  to  act  within  our  own  sphere,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  advantage  of  the  country.  It  may  be 
of  great  importance  that  we  should  have  a  minister  to 
Francet  and  he  could  not  give  a  vote  which  might  be  con- 
strued  into  a  desire  to  prevent  it.  A  proper  occasion  may 
occur  for  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  practice  of  appoint- 
ing ministOB  during  the  recess.  He  would  say  that  he 
did  not  think  the  President  bad  exercised  this  power  to 
the  advantage  of  the  country;  but,  on  that  account,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  withheld  ftvm  him  a  right  wluch  he 
poneased. 

Mr.  SMITH  exphuned  that  Mr.  Rives  had  asked  leave 
to  come  home.  The  Prendent  had  asked  for  an  outfit  for 
hii  sneeessor,  thus  saying  that  he  granted  the  leave.  He 
would  take  this  oeeanon  to  nve  an  answer  to  a  question 
put  to  lum  yesterday,  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  late  miarion  to  RuB«a  had 
received  pay  as  a  charg£.  He  had  never  received  any 
pay  beyond  his  two  thousand  dollars  a  year.  The  Secre- 
ts^ of  State  had  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  get  a  bill  passed  in  the  House  to  pay  a  charge  to 
Rusks,  until  a  new  minister  slKnild  reach  that  court;  also 
to  pay  a  charge  to  Brazil,  in  die  place  of  Mr.  Tudor. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  entirely  concurred  ^in  the  opinion 
that  cases  may  occur  in  whicn  it  would  be  proper  for  the 
President  to  send  out  ministers  during  tlie  recess.  But 
this  was  a  right  to  be  exercised  with  great  prudence.  He 
was  inclined,  however,  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  because  there  was  money 
enough  in  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 


ing contingendes  like  this,  to  pay  this  outfit,  wheiKTcr 
the  contingency  should  occur.  He  then  referred  to  the 
appropriations  in  the  bill  for  contingencies.  Tbe  fund  for 
contingencies  for  foreign  intercourse  had  increased  tot 
mucli,  and  it  was  seldom  that  any  of  it  was  eipended. 
Should  tlte  present  minister  return,  and  another  oe  sent, 
both  would  be  contingencies,  and  here  is  the  prmcrfiuid 
to  meet  the  expenditure.  During  the  last  admimttntios, 
by  a  proper  economv,  nearly  the  whole  of  this  contiiif^t 
fund  bad  been  saved)  and  in  the  last  year  of  that  adminii- 
tration,  such  had  been  the  accumulation  of  the  fundin  pre- 
ceding years,  that  not  a  cent  of  appropriation  wu  s^ed 
for  under  this  head,  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  neceaa- 
rj  to  make  a  specific  appropriation  for  this  object 

In  regard  to  tbe  charge  or  secretary  of  the  Rusnumii' 
sion,  a  nngle  word.  He  did  not  know  how  he  bad  been 
recoTcd  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg)  whether,  wbeo 
our  nunister  waa  absent  from  the  seat  of  tbe  nuvion, » 
&r  as  London,  he  was  received  as  charge  or  lecreur;- 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  had  stated  tkt 
nothing  had  been  paid.  He  wished  to  know  if  t«j  thli^ 
had  been  asked.  He  did  not  clearly  understand  the  Se- 
nator on  that  point  Waa  any  appropriation  sAed,  tst  in- 
tended to  be  asked  ?  Whe^er  it  had  been  asked  or  not, 
such  an  account  would  be  presented  at  some  future  d»f, 
and  would  be  allowed. 

Mr.  SMITH  repUed  that,  while  with  the  Secretar;  to- 
day, it  struck  him  to  make  the  inqwry.  Hie  Secretaiy 
had  told  him  that  no  pay  as  charge  waa  allowed  to  tbe 
cretary  of  legation  until  after  Mr.  Randolph  had  left.  He 
would  be  allowed  pay  from  that  time,  if  the  bill  which  h*d 
now  been  asked  for  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  FOOT  suggestMl  an  amendment,  to  make  the  oul- 
fit'available,  if  a  minister  were  appointed  *<  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  It  wtsknovoit 
the  last  session  that  there  was  about  to  be  an  explorion 
tbe  cabinet,  and  that  some  of  iu  members  would  be  KUt 
abroad.  He  did  know  whether  any  such  thing  was  dov 
in  contemplation,  but  it  might  be  well  to  be  as  cautiouiw 
pos^ble. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  if  the  bill  were  so  amended,  it  tdoU 
have  no  effect  on  the  Preadent.  He  knew  whi^  woto* 
constitutional  rights,  and  would  exercise  tbem. 

Mr.  HOLMES.  What!  Was  the  Senate  to  beti^tbe 
opinion  of  tbe  Senate  would  have  no  effect  on  the  Piea- 
dent?  No  effect!  Was  the  Senate  to.be  told  tb»t  the 
President  would  bid  defiance  to  the  appn^riation  bill' 
The  Senator  had  told  the  Senate  that  tbe  Presideol  wouU 
appoint  a  minister  m  the  receas.  If  he  did  so,  be  could  wt 
draw  the  outfit  without  the  sanction  of  a  law.  He  wished 
the  Present  would  do  so.  This  would  be  a  good  wV 
to  brine  tlie  question  to  an  Issue,  if  the  President  wouH 
make  the  appointment  during  the  recess.  He  wu 
,  to  see  the  spirit  which  was  abroad.  It  was  the  true  lepiw- 
llcan  spirit. 

Mr.  MIILER  declined  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  (« 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  until  he  bad  tried  the  itrnsn 
of  the  Senate  on  his  own  amendment  Should  that  be  tt- 
jected,  he  would  then  second  the  amendment  suggeiMd. 
He  had  made  his  proposition  on  the  score  of  econom}', 
with  a  view  to  maintain  the  constitutional  powers  of  uu> 
body,  and  for  the  purpose  of  abridging  theExcaitivcpi- 
tronagc.  He  had  not  desired  to  exclude  the  Presiofl* 
from  drawing  this  amount  from  Uie  contingent  fiuid.  Ik 
was  desirous  that  the  Pre«d«"t  abould,  in  this  ctse, 
on  his  own  req>onnbility.  There  *ould  be  no  minister « 
the  court  ofFrance  after  Mr.  ffivesretums.  HeiwmtajJ^ 
ed  that  the  President  could  not  create  the  vacsncy  by 
appointing  anoUier  minister;  and  until  a  vacancv  occiiA 
there  can  be  no  appointment.  Here  Mr.  M-  mttTKi,  » 
the  hingiuge  of  the  constitution,  tbe  only  chart  for  tbe 
Senate  to  steer  by.  Until  the  Presklent  had  »»"»"**^ 
and  the  Senate  had  confirmed  the  nominition,  the  oiicci 
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(lid  not  exist.  The  Pre«dent  had  power  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies) but  a  vacancy  exists  when  aminister  is  not  in  existence, 
not  when  one  is  merely  recalled.  If  a  necessity  for  the 
appointment  of  a  new  minister  shall  exist,  it  will  be  a  con- 
tm^nt  occurrence,  and  the  contingent  fund  wUI  be  appU- 
c^le  to  the  object-  But  he  was  opposed  to  legislating 
the  power  to  the  President  to  mate  the  appointment  du- 
ring the  recess. 

If  it  was  intended  that  Hr.  Rives  should  return,  and  if 
the  President  had  decided  on  it,  let  him  make  the  nomi- 
nation now,  and  the  appropriation  might  then  be  made. 
But  he  would  not  consent  to  make  it  now.  If,  however,  he 
thought  that  the  President  could  rightly  exercise  this  pow< 
er,  he  would  be  unwilling  to  put  nis  veto  upon  it,  except 
under  peculUr  circtunstadces,  and  with  great  hesitation- 
Mr.  TYLER  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out.  It  was 
necessary  that  tliis  countrr  should  have  a  minister  at  Paris. 
The  present  minister  had  asked  permission  to  return,  and 
the  President  had  asked  for  an  outfit  for  his  successor. 
The  question  was,  had  the  President  exercised  a  sound 
discretion  in  yielding  to  the  wish  of  Mr.  Hives?  and,  if 
^e  Senate  took  up  the  subject  on  that  ground,  whv  it 
was  sufficient  to  warrant  a  discussion.  Mr.  Rives  nad 
beeit  in  France  upwards  of  three  years;  and  be  thought 
this  was  a  sufficient  time.  He  was  disinclined  to  keep  a 
minister  too  long  at  a  foreign  court.  He  was  apt,  in  that 
case,  to  be  too  mu<di  tainted  with  forei^  habits  and  views. 
Was  there  any  difference  of  opinion  i»  the  Senate  as  to 
the  necessity  of  having  a  new  minister  at  tiiat  court?  At 
tUs  moment,  it  appeared  to  be  particularly  important  tliat 
this  country  should  be  represented  in  the  European 
courts.  AO.  that  interesting  portion  of  the  world  was,  at 
this  moment^  in  a  state  of  unusual  agitation.  There 
were  menaces  of  war,  and  desolation  was  threatening  to 
march  over  the  continent.  While  the  nations  were  in  that 
perturbed  state,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  highly  important 
that  the  United  States  should  have  a  minister  in  France 
to  present  their  views.  then,  it  was  right  to  permit 
Mr.  Bives to  return,  itmuitberif^tthatasuceeaaoraUould 
be  appointed. 

The  only  argument  which  seemed  to  him  to  have  any 
force,  was  that  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  the 
contingent  fund,  and  its  applicability  to  this  object. 
Still,  Cbere  would  be  no  barm  in  making  the  appropria- 
tion i  because,  if  the  President  did  not  take  the  money 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  it  would  be  placed  .at  bis  dis- 
posal by  the  billi  a^d,  if  he  did  not  use  the  specie  appro- 

£ nation,  it  would  go  to  the  surplus  fund.   The  outfit  had 
sen  aAed  for  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  ought  not 
to  be  refused. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  rose  to  state  that  he  had  been  re- 
lieved from  great  embarrassment  as  to  his  vote  by  what 
had  fidlen  from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  relative  to 
the  contingent  fund.  As  that  fund  was  amply  sufficient 
to  meet  this  object,  and  as  it  had  not  been  denied  on  the 
other  side  that  this  fund  was  in  existence,  he  thought  the 
amendment  a  proper  one.  He  was  not  willing  to  place 
large  sums  at  lae  disposal  of  the  Seeretar}*,  for  no  other 
pui^ose  than  to  show  his  confidence  in  him.  On  this 
ground,  therefore,  he  should  go  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  constitutional 
power  of  the  President  to  appoint  during  the  recess  was 
not  now  the  question.  That  question  had  been  elaborately 
ai^ed  before  this  body  on  a  former  occasion,  when  a  ve- 
nerable Senator  from  North  Carolina  took  a  principal  part 
in  the  debate,  on  an  occasion  when  the  Executive  had 
thou^t  that  he  had  the  power  to  send  ministers  on  a  mis- 
tton  which  had  never  before  existed,  and  had  acted  on 
that  opinion.  He  had  not  sustained  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  on  that  occasion.  Mr.  C. 
then  made  some  reference  to  the  letters  of  "Senex," 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginiaknew  something,  as 
expli^atng  tlw  ground  which  vm  occupied  in  that  debate. 


He  was  not  willing  to  impose  a  check  on  the  legitimate 
rights  of  the  Executive;  but  he  would  withhold  any  dis- 
cretionary power,  whenever  he  entertained  doubts  of  its 
propriety,  especially  in  times  like  these.  Even  under  its 
abuse,  however,  he  would  not  put  a  restrsint  on  tlie  con- 
stitutional power  of  the  Executive.  He  would  leave  him 
responsible  for  its  corrupt  exercise  to  the  power  to  which 
he  owes  responsibility. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  admitted  that  it  was  a  little  presump- 
tuous in  him  to  set  up  his  views  in  opposition  to  those  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  but  he  must  Uke  the  freedom 
to  differ  from  him  as  to  the  uses  of  the  contingent  fund. 
Out  of  that  fund,  the  President  could  not  draw  the  outfit 
for  the  minister  to  Russia,  whose  misnon  bad  been  so  much 
censured.  If  the  present  proportion  should  succeed,  the 
President  must  take  it  to  be  an  expresson  of  the  sense  of 
Congress,  that,  hereafter,  no  minister  shall  return  home, 
and  no  minister  shall  be  appointed  durine  the  recess,  nor 
without  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  knew  that  outfits 
had  been  given  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  at  the  diacrC' 
tion  of  the  President,  but  the  amount  bad  dways  been  re- 
funded by  a  specific  appropriation.  The  onw  question 
was,  whether  the  appropriation  should  be  made  now,  or 
whether  it  should  be  postponed  until  the  next  session, 
supposing  the  contingency  to  have  happened,  and  the  con- 
tingent fund  to  have  been  put  in  requisition.  Some  gen- 
tlemen were  disposed  to  refuse  the  appropriation,  because 
the  President  would  then  appoint  during  the  recess.  The 
President  would  act  on  his  own  discretion,  and  would,  Or 
would  not,  make  the  appointment  as  he  saw  fit.  Gentle- 
men appeared  to  imagine  that  he  mi^ht  make  an"  appoint- 
ment woich  would  be  afterwards  rejected,  and  the  object 
seemed  to  be  to  get  the  minister  before  the  Senate.  He 
objected  to  this  as  indecorous.  He  had  sometimes  thought 
that  the  Executive  branch  was  guilty  of  indecorum  to- 
wards the  Senate  when  appointments  were  made,  and 
ministers  hurried  away  just  before  the  commencement 
of  the  session  of  Congress.  It  might  depend  ob  circum^ 
stances  whether  this  was  &  decorous  exercise  of  power  or 
not  If  circumstances  rendered  it  nec^sary,  or  the  cha- 
i-acter  of  the  in^vidual  was.so  free  from  objection  that 
his  confirmation  could  not  be  doubted,  there  could  be  no- 
impropriety  in  it. 

He  repelled  the  idea  that  the  present  Executive  would 
stoop  to  tny  manoeuvre  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
unfit  appointment.  It  wu  what  he  would  not  do,  what 
no  President  who  had  preceded  him  would  ever  have 
done,  and  what  none  likely  to  be  elevated  to  the  Prcn- 
dency  would  ever  do.  If  the  President  should  be  guilty 
of  impropriety,  the  law  pointed  out  the  remedy,  and  gave 
the  power  to  apply  it.  Impeachment  was  the  true  course, 
and  that  tribunal  would  always  decide  justly  between  the 
impeachers  and  the  impeached.  The  only  question  now 
before  the  Senate  was,  whether  the  appropriation  should 
be  made  at  this  session  or  the  next.  The  contingency 
might  not  occur.  There  might  be  no  vacancy.  Cir- 
cumstances mlg^t  arise  which  would  render  it  necessary 
for  the  present  ndnister  to  remain  at  his  post:  In  that 
case,  the  money  would  not  be  wanted.  Should  he  return, 
the  Prendent  would  appmnt  a  successor  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility. 

Mr.  KING  made. some  allusion  to  the  extraordinary 
solicitude  of  gentiemeu  on  the  other  side  to  save  the  Pre- 
sident from  the  commission  of  any  act  which  might  after- 
wards be  disapproved  by  them.  He  bad  never  befbre 
witnessed  such  an  extraordinary  distrust  lest  the  ExccU" 
tive  should  misuse  the  public  money.  He  then  proceeded 
to  read  some  items  from  former  appropriation  bills, to  show 
that  the  contingent  fund  was  never  applied  to  these  ob- 
jects, but  that,  in  all  cases,  outfits  had  been  provided  for 
by  specific  appropriations,  even  in  cases  of  contii^ncy 
similar  to  the  present. 

Mr.  CLAY  stated  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  had 
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entirely  mistaken  tbe  queitlon.  He  hid  never  pretended 
to  that  outfits  had  never  been  gtanted  in  similar  cases. 
There  were  several,  even  in  the  present  bill.  It  was  the 
practice  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  these  outfits  in 
all  cases  where  they  were  absolute,  and  not  contingent 
But  he  bad  stated  that  the  contingent  fund  expressly  co- 
vered conting'cnt  expenditures  such  as  this.  It  was  called 
a  contingent  fund*  >nd  no  term  could  be  more  definite. 
If  it  vaa  not  applicable  to  tbe  outfit  of  a  minister,  under 
such  circunurtances  as  the  present,  be  would  wish  to  know 
to  what  purpose  it  was  applicable.  Here  was  a  specific 
appropriation  for  a  contingent  outfit,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  contingent  appropriation.  He  then  alluded  to  tbe  prac- 
tice of  the  departments  in  asting  for  specific  appropria- 
tions for  absolute  esses,  and  a  contingentappropriation  for 
such  as  migiit  occur. 

In  1838,  there  was  a  considerable  adi^on  to  this  con- 
tingent fund,  owing  to  tbe  proper  economy  of  the  last 
administration.  Out  of  tlus  had  been  drawn  what  was 
necessary  for  American  seamen'  in  foreign  ports,  for  the 
Barbaty  intercourse,  •&c.;  but  the  late  excellent  consul 
generaX  now  the  consul  at  Cuba,  had  never  expended 
much  of  this. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  case  of  tbe  appmntment  of 
Mr.  Adams,  at  the  instance  of  Rusaiat  in  1814.  Hr*  Mon- 
roe, the  Secretary  of  State,  under  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Ma^Bon,  transmitted,  without  application,  a  full  outfit  of 
nine  thousand  dollars  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  that  must  have 
been  taken  out  of  this  fund.  An  application  was  made  at 
the  next  session  to  replace  the  amount.  The  House  of 
Representatives  then  determined  that,  as  Mr.  Adams  was 
resident  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  negotiation  might  be 
carried  on  there,  he  was  not  entiUed  to  a  full  outfit.  They, 
therefore,  razeed  htm.  The  lubject,  he  befieved,  was 
afterwards  submitted  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  and  the  whole 
amount  was  allowed. 

Notwithstanding  what  gentlemen  had  said  of  the  course 
which  the  President  would  pursue,  he  was  not  in  posses- 
sion of  any  fact,  in  an  official  form,  which  opposed  tlie 
constant  practice  of  the  Government.  He  would  venture 
to  say  that  the  present  Executive,  that  no  Executive,  could 
doubt  his  right,  on  the  occurrence  of  a  contingency,  such 
aa  vaa  now  contemplated,  to  pay  an  outfit  out  of  the  con? 
tinfent  fund.  , 

It  was  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  powers  of  the  Pre- 
sident. He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  as  to  the  literal 
meaning  of  the  words  in  the  constitution,  but  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government,  perhaps  from  necessity,  had  been 
uniformly  otherwise.  That  practice  had  been  to  appoint, 
and  submit  the  appointment  immediately  to  the  Senate. 
The  President  always  made  an  appointment  in  the  recess, 
under  the  responnbili^  under  which  all  his  acts  were  per^ 
formed.  A  miiuster  ought  never  to  be  sent  abroad,  but 
on  grounds  strong,  apparent,  and  forming  a  strong  jus- 
tification of  the  measure.  He  advocated  the  propriety  of 
H  uniform  decorum  towards  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government;  and  closed  with  stating  that,  without  going 
into  a  discuswon  of  ctmstitutional  right,  which  he  thought 
unnecessatT,  it  vaa  sufficient  to  ahov  that  the  contingent 
fund  would  cover  the  outfit. 

Mr.  SMITH  made  a  few  remarks  on  tbe  history  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  contingent  fluid,  and  the  uses  to 
which  it  had  been  applied.  He  adduced  the  case  of  tbe 
recall  of  Raguet,  when  Wright  was  appointed  charge, 
and  also  that  of  the  charge  appointed  on  the  death  of 
Tudor.  Both  these  charges  htui  applied  for  their  outfits, ' 
but  had  received  for  answer,  that,  until  an  appropriation 
was  made  by  law,  they  could  not  receive  them.  Specific 
appropriations,  he  urged,  must  be  made  in  all  these  caaesi 
or,  if  the  amount  were  taken  from  tbe  contingent  fund,  it 
must  be  replaced.  The  present  administration  had  conn- 
dered  that  tliey  had  no  authority  to  take  firom  this  fund, 
and  had  tberefbre  postponed  the  payment  of  the  outfits 


until  a  law  should  be  passed.  If  this  blow  were  to  be 
stricken  at  the  outfit  to  France,  the  administration  «^ 
think  the  view  of  the  Senate  is,  that  no  minister  ou^tto 
be  sent,  and  would  send  none.  Mr.  Itives  had  been  in 
France  three  years  and  a  halfj  and  ever)'  one  knew  thtt 
our  ministers  to  England  and  Prance  could  not  live  on 
their  sidaries,  hut  were  compelled  to  resort  to  their  own 
means.  Mr.  Brown  had  told  him  that  his  expense*  in 
France  weref 14,500  a  year,  which  was 95,500 more tlian 
his  salaiy.  Mr.  Rives  coHld  not  live  in  Paris  on  his  sdiry, 
and  that  might  bethe  reason  for  requesting  leave  to  return. 

Mr.  HOLMES  took  a  view  of  the  meaning  of  the  term 
contingent;  and  insisted  on  its  perfect  applicability  to  any 
vacancy  which  might  occur  fVom  the  return  of  Mr-  Rirei. 
But  removal  from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  ti- 
cancv,  did  not  come  under  themeaningof  the  term.  The 
genueman  fVom  Virginia  had  expressed  an  apprehensioa 
that  too  long  residence  abroad  mig^tt  produce  a  foreign 
feeling.  He  had  heard  this  before;  but  it  had  always  ip- 
peared  to  him  that  this  foreign  fueling  existed  io  tbe 

Katest  strength  when  a  minister  first  Went  abroad.  The 
est  bow  to  a  foreign  court  was  always  made  by  new 
men.  It  was  natural  enough.  They  were  dazzled  with 
the  pageantry  of  a  court,  and  were  more  subinisnTe  it 
first  But  the  more  they  see,  tiie  less  foreign  and  tbe 
more  American  do  they  become.  We  bad  some  expoi- 
ence  of  the  character  of  this  foreign  feeling  in  some  of 
the  recent  negotiations;  all,  the  tabors  of  new  men.  He 
Could  not  forget  the  foreign  feeling  which  had  yielded  up 
so  much  of  the  territory  of  Maine  on  the  boundary  ques- 
tion. Nor  would  the  country  forf^et  the  foreign  feeling; 
which  had  surrendered  so  much  of  tbe  colonial  tnde. 
How  had  this  been  done?  Not  by  experienced  men,  but 
by  fresh  hands.  What  was  done  by  the  new  man  who 
was  sent  to  Russia,  staid  there  six  months,  and  came  home, 
and  made  one  of  bis  best  speeches,  but  without  too  much 
mixture  of  American  feeling? 

Was  it  the  danger  of  this  foreign  feeling  which  led  to 
the  recall  of  all  the  foreign  ministers  when  this  gdminis- 
tration  came  into  power?  Every  one  had  been  sent  (or 
home.  General  Harrison  was  retried.  Was  it  feared  thit 
he  would  be  infected  with  this  foreign  feeling,  when  he 
had  scarcely  got  there  before  Ms  recall  reached  him?  ^  It 
there  was  no  indecorum  in  sen£ng  off  ministers  durin; 
the  recess,  be  would  ask  if  there  was  none  in  recalling 
those  who  were  abroad.  Could  the  Senate  shut  their  eyei 
to  the  fact,  that  all  our  foreign  intercourse  had  been  bro- 
ken  up  ?  and  was  the  Senate  then  to  be  told  of  the  indeco- 
rum of  former  administrations?  There  seemed  to  be  not 
a  suspiciOD  of  any  indecorum  resting  on  Uie  present  si 
ministration.  New  ministers  bad  been  sent  out  in  eveiy 
direction;  and  the  chanrea  w'ere  all  made  as  soon  as  die 
Senate  had  turned  their  oacks  on  tile  capitol.  It  had  been 
allowed  by  tiie  Senate  that  all  this  was  right;  and  it  mi^t 
be  so.  But  the  President  had  also  determined  to  control 
and  counteract  the  Senate;  and  men,  who  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  Senate,  were  immediatelyappointed  to  other 
officii  stations.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  ac- 
cused the  other  iSde  of  betraying  an  extraordinary  solioi- 
tude.  He  admitted  it.  Hie  signs  of  the  tiroes  were  Mch 
as  to  justify — to  require  it.  It  was  because  wewerectrton 
extraordinary  times.  He  would  ask  if,  when  such  a  state 
of  things  exists  as  never  existed  before,  there  was  not 
sufficient  reason  for  this  solicitude.  He  believed  that  the 
Government  was  now  standing  on  the  brink  of  » p^f^'* 
nice.  *'  Issachar  is  a  strong  ass,  crouching  between  t*o 
burdens."  He  considered  this  to  be  an  apt  picture  ofoie 
state  of  the  country.  We  had,  on  one  nand,  the  Pr»- 
dent  assuming  powers  agunst  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  tbe 
Federal  Government;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  heshatii^  to 
execute  the  law  agwnst  a  State  of  the  Union.  These  thing* 
indicate  changes,  whicb,  although  perhifs  not  in  tua  time, 
must  surely  come. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


781 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


782 


Atmu.  13,  1833.] 


iU$»i«nio  Senium. 


[SlUTATB. 


Mr.  TAZEWELL  expressed  bis  satisfaction  that  the 
attention  of  tlie  Senate,  had  ^een  called  to  this  subject. 
He  had  always  fdt  a  strong  desire  to  know  to  what  objects 
this  ^mtingent  fund  might  be  properly  applied.  At  dif- 
ferent times  he  had  poioenaed  differrat  tkwb  on  the  sub- 
ject. His  last  vieva  had  received  some  confirmation  from 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  It  had  been 
the  practice  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Government  to 
make  appropriations  without  specification.  This  practice 
continued  until  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power.  At  hi* 
recommendation  Congress  began  to  make  specific  appro- 
ptiationa;  but  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  give  specific 
de«^^tions  in  every  case,  appropriiAions  were  made  as 
conUngeneies  for  things  not  foreseen.  The  spcdfication 
of  appropriations  had  been  extended  from  time  to  time, 
until  it  embraced  items  which  were  almost  too  insignifi> 
cant.  The  principle  of  specific  appropriations  bad  thus 
been  carried  too  far.  Although  thus  enlarging  the  specific 
appropriations,  the  contingent  fund  had  at  the  same  time 
been  continued-  Originally  this  fund  bad  consisted  of 
50,000  dollanf,  out  of  whii^  the  Prerident  bad  paid  all 
the  foreign  missions.  They  vere  then  but  few  in  number. 
Since  that  time,  the  principle  of  specific  appropriations 
had  been  applied  to  this  service.  There  were  two  kinds  of 
contingencies;  and  while  salaries  were  paid  by  specific  ap- 
propriations, as  well  as  all  other  known  expen^tures,  other 
expenditures  were  paid  out  of  one  of  these  funds,  for  coq- 
tingencics.  Cases  bad  occurred  where  the  President  had 
been  obliged  to  i^point  ministers,  in  consequence  of  death. 
Thif  could  not  be  helped.  In  die  caie  of  ]fr.  Barlow,  it 
became  neceaiary  furtfae  President  to  send  a  minister.  If 
the  expense  for  these  appointments  could  not  be  taken 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  for  foreign  intercourse,  from 
what  fund  could  it  be  taken  ^  Accordinjg  to  his  under 
standing,  the  contingent  fund  was  always  mtended  to  meet 
these  cases.  The  other  fund  was  intended  to  meet  the 
contingencies  of  the  particuUr  missioDs,  while  this  was  for 
forei^  intercourse  generally.  We  bad  been  always  in- 
creaamg  this  contingent  fund.  There  was  no  comphint 
that  it  was  not  sufficient,  although  it  had  at  all  times  been 
charged  with  the  expenses  of  contingent  intercourse.  It 
was  now  proposed  to  make  a  apecific  appropriation  of 
18,000  dolhuv  to  meet  a  contingency,  antl  yet  there  was 
no  reduction  of  the  contingent  fund.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  give  the  money;  but  if  enough  had  already  been 
appropriated,  whjr  is  more  asked  for?  If  he  was  called 
on  to  make  a  specific  appropriation  for  a  contingent  ap- 
ptuntmcnt,  why  was  he  required  to  vote  also  to  keep  up 
the  present  amount  of  the  contingent  fund?  He  then 
matle  one  or  two  remarks  on  wliat  had  fiiUen  from  the  Se- 
nators from  ^^rylatid  and  Alabama,  and  concluded  with  a 
reference  to  tile  possible  effect  which  this  mode  of  Fusing 
the  value  of  an  appointment  might  have  on  members  o 
Congress,  who  might  be  looking  to  these  sutions,  and 
irho  might  exclude  themselves  by  this  violation  of  Uie  law. 

After  a  Tew  wotds  from  Mr.  CLAY,  in  explanation  of 
one  or  two  points,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  HiLLXB  to  amend,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Huync,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Miller,  Prentiks,  Kobbins,  Seymour,  Sprague, 
Tazewell,  Tomlinson,  Wa^aman,  Webster. — 21. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dalhu,  Dick- 
CiWHi,  Dudley,  Forsytii,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  King. 
Mangum,  Maxcy,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tipton, Troup, 
iVler.  White,  Wilkins — 31. 

The  vote  being  a  de,  the  VICE  FBESIDENT  then 
Toted  in  the  affirmative  ao  that  the  motion  to  amend  was 
agreed  to. 

MISSION  TO  BELGIUM. 

Mr.  CI>AY  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  w  much  u  providtB  for  a  minister  to  Belgium. 


He  expressed  his  perfect  belief  that  the  present  ad- 
ministration and  Uieir  friends  were  anxious  to  fulfil  all  the 
pledges  of  reform  which  they  had  given;  and  he  was  now 
about  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  in  the  amendment  he 
had  proposed.  Here  was  a  proposition  to  create  a  mistion 
to  a  new  Power.  Had  it  been  a  republic  instead  of  a 
immarchy,  he  might  perhaps  have  felt  a  little  more  wil- 
lingness to  make  the  appropriation.  As  to  tlie  gentleman 
who  was  likely  to  receive  the  appointment,  if  made,  he 
disclaimed  any  unkind  feelings.  He  regarded  him  as  a 
gentletnan  well  qualified  to  do  honor  to  the  country;  and 
if  the  mission  were  to  be  created,  he  would  vote  with 
pleaaure  for  his  appointment  But  this  wu  a  new  court. 
The  ink  was  not  dry,  the  monarch  hardly  on  the  throne, 
the  sceptre  scarcely  in  his  band.  He  had  not  even  deign- 
ed to  send  any  one  to  this  country.  He  would  himself 
prefer  to  send  a  minister  to  the  Hanseatic  Republic,  than 
to  this  upstart  King  of  Belgium,  who  was  not  seated  on 
the  throne  by  the  will  of  the  people,  but  by  the  act  of  a  few 
sovereigns.  If  this  nuasioo  were  to  be  sustuiied  on  the 
ground  that  the  value  of  the  trade.  req\ured  it,  for  the 
same  reason  one  mig^t  be  sent  to  the  Pope,  to  Austria, 
and  all  the  other  Powers. 

He  hoped  that,  as  the  Senate  had  not  yet  passed  on  this 
mission,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  motion.  He 
was  aware  that  circumstances  existed  which  would  pre- 
vent him  from  gwng  into  details,  which  were  before  the 
Senate  in  another  character,  and  he  would  therefore  re- 
frain. He  reminded  the  Senate  of  the  different  situation 
of  this  imauon,  to  tiiat  of  the  cbaigtf  to  Guatemala.  In 
one  case  the  officer  had  been  confirmed,  but  in  the  other 
the  misnon  bad  to  be  created. 

Mr.  HAYNE  expressed  tus  readiness  to  redeem  any 
pledge  which  be  had  given  on  the  subject  of  reform  and 
retrenchment;  and  if  all  the  pledges  sliould  not  be  re- 
deemed, the  fault  should  not  rent  with  him;  and  in  doing 
this,  be  was  disposed  to  keep  in  view  the  celebrated  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  which  the  Senator  from  Mi»* 
souri  was  the  chairman,  on  the  teductioD  of  Exeeutire 
patronage. 

But  when  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  applied  the 
pledge  to  this  particular  case,  he  must  first  be  satisfied 
that  it  is  a  case  which  comes  within  the  sphere  of  that 
pledge.  If  this  misnon  could  be  shown  to  be  unnecessary, 
he  would  be  willing  to  vote  against  itt  or  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  it  could  be  satisfied  out  of  the  Contingent  fund, 
he  miglit  still  go  i^ainst  it.  His  vote,  on  the  last  question, 
was  ^ven  on  the  ground,  as  taken  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  that  the  contingent 
fund  was  applicable  to  tiie  particular  object  of  appcopria- 
tion.  Here,  however,  there  Was  no  contingency.  A  no- 
mination had  been  made.  The  appointment  of  a  minister 
was  already  deoded  on.  If  the  President  and  Congress 
should  be  of  the  opinion  that  Ae  mission  is  necessary,  the 
appropriation  would  be  a  necessary  consequence.  It 
came,  then,  to  this  question,  whether  the  nusnon  was  ne- 
cessary or  not.  As  the  nibject  was  pending  before  the 
Senate,  in  their  executive  character,  be  felt  himself  great- 
ly embarrassed  in  discussing  the  subject;  and  restricted  as 
he  was,  he  could  only  generally  express  a  few  hints. 
This  was  a  case  in  which  there  had  been  a  division  of  a 
kingdom  into  two  kingdoms,  and  it  was  important  that  this 
country  should  be  represented  in  both,  in  or^r  to  pre- 
vent jealousies,  and  to  protect  our  interests. 

Here  there  waa  an  independent  sovereignty,  recog- 
nised not  only  by  Europe,  but  by  ourselves,  and  even  by 
Hulhuid.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  empire.  We 
had  affairs  titere,  the  settlement  of  which  might  involve 
the  question  of  peace  or  war.  We  had  important  claims; 
and  it  was  known  that  a  person,  not  authorized,  had  felt 
himself  constnuned  to  step  forward  in  our  behalf.  The 
King  bad  expressed  a  wish  to  be  represented  here,  and  a 
minister  may  probably  be  on  hit  way.    He  tho^ht  it  a 
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strong  case,  and  not  a  cue  where  economy  and  retrench- 
ment were  to  be  called  into  operationt  ibr,  whatever  his 
riews  were  on  Aeae  points,  he  was  n<A  disposed  to  starve 
any  branch  of  the  Government.  He  concluded  with  a 
passing  eulof^  on  the  individual  nominated. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  did  not  tnow/rom  any  information 
in  his  possession,  that  the  mission  was  necessary'.  On  the 
central^,  he  might  be  rather  led  to  a  different  conclusion. 
But  he  understood  that  other  information  had  been  re- 
ceived, which  would  prove  its  necesMty,  and  be  ^bould 
therefore  vote  for  the  appropriation.  He  then  corrected 
what  he  considered  to  be  a  mistake  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  relative  to  tlie  con- 
tingent fund.  It  had  been  applied  for  out6ts,  but  impro- 
perly  so.  The  contingent  fund  was  for  the  expenses  of 
intercourse,  in  the  shape  of  presents,  officers  on  public 
days,  servants  of  foreign  ministers,  postages,  newniapers, 
the  collection  of  information*  stationery  and  books,  and 
expenses  attendant  on  monng  about  with  the  court  The 
Amd  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Frendent;  he 
decide*  on  its  application  for  himself,  and  is  responsible  to 
no  one.  He  has  at  times  used  this  fund  to  pay  outfits, 
when  he  had  no  other  money.  The  expenses  of  this  mis- 
«on  might  as  properly  be  paid  out  of  this  fund,  as  those 
of  Uie  outfit  to  France. 

Mr.  CLAT  expressed  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  rentle- 
.  man  from  Soutii  Carolina  was  ready  to  redeem  his  piedgest 
but  if  he  did  so,  he  would  assure  that  gentleman  that  he 
would  find  himself  in  a  lean  minority.  There  were  two 
ways  of  redeeoung  this  pledge:  one,  by  paring  down  ex- 
isting expenses!  and  the  other,  by  preventing  new  me- 
thods of  expenditure.  He  knew  not  which  of  tiiese 
modes  the  gentleman  would  select 

Mr.  HAYNB.  Both. 

Mr-  CLAY  went  on  to  expresahis  embalTB»ment  in 
touching  this  subject  of  the  misuon,  in  the  peculiar  po- 
■tion  in  which  the  Senate  was  placed.  Were  he  at 
Kberty,  he  could  adduce  reasons,  perhaps,  as  strong,  to 
show  that  this  mission  was  unnecessary,  as  the  eentleman 
from  Soutii  Carolina  mifj^t  be  able  to  bring  forward  to 
prove  the  contrary;  and,  perhaps,  the  weight  of  testimony 
might  be  with  him.  On  that  point  he  might  venture  to 
refor  to  the  chairman  of  0ie  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. But  he  was  not  desirous  to  strike  out  an  apprt^ria- 
tion  altogether.  Hts  object  was  to  strike  it  out  of  this 
bill;  and  if  the  nomination  liiould,  on  an  examination  of 
all  the  subject,  be  confirmed,  it  might  be  inserted  in  an- 
other bill,  and  there  would  be  no  lack  of  opportunity,  as 
t:ie  Senate  would  hare  enough  of  appropriation  bills  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  sesnon.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  referred  to  an  individual  who  bad  acted  unautho- 
tize^y  for  ua.  There  would  be  found  at  all  places  Ame- 
ricans ready  to  undertake  these  services.  He  doubted 
not  that  the  King  of  Belgium,  with  a  view  to  add  to  the 
pageantry  of  his  court,  had  invited  all  nations  to  send 
ministers.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  too  soon  to  send 
a  minister.  As  to  claims,  he  knew  of  none.  The  old 
Antwerp  claims  had  been  settled;  and  as  to  Belgium, 
whether  she  is  to  be  viewed  as  a  part  of  France  under 
Napoleon,  or  of  the  Netherlands,  there  were  no  claims 
with  which  he  was  acquunted.  He  could  not  be  pre- 
vented, by  the  striking  oat  ofthe  appropriation,  from  cheer- 
fully voting  for  the  nomination,  if  he  should  hereafter  be 
of  opimon  that  the  mission  was  necessary.  Mr.  C.  said 
afew  words,  in  conclusion,  relative  to  the  contingent  fund, 
sustaining  his  views  as  before  expressed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  after  a  gentral  disclaimer  of  any  connex- 
ion with  reform  or  retrenchment,  stated  that  some  claims 
of  a  serious  character  are  likely  to  arise  out  of  the  recent 
troubles  in  Belgium.  A  constituent  of  his  had  lost  pro- 
perty at  Antwerp  to  the  amount  of  thirty  ^ousand  dollan^ 
Md  was  solicitous  to  know  how  he  should  obtain  repuratiun, 

Mr.  MILLER  thought  that  a  minister  ought  to  he  sent 


to  Belgium,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  un- 
less good  reason  could  be  shown  to  the  contraty-  We 
had  sent  ministers  to  South  America  while  that  country 
was  in  a  state  of  convulsion;  and  ministers  were  sent  to 
us  while  we  were  struggling  for  our  freedom.  He  wish- 
ed the  matter  to  be,  at  once,  put  to  rest;  and  if  a  full 
discusuoo  were  desired,  it  was  easy,  at  once,  to  go  into 
executive  sesnon,  act  upon  the  ntnnination,  and  then 
return  into  legislatire  semon,  and  pass  or  reject  tiie  ap- 
propriation. He  was  no  anti-mason,  but  he  was  not  wil* 
ling  to  have  his  mouth  muzzled,  and  to  be  compelled  to 
act  under  this  ban  of  secrecy.  He  was  fur  pasmng  on  the 
matter  now.  '  He  expressed  a  hope  tbet  the  Senate  did 
not  mean  to  sit  here  through  the  dog  days;  and  if  they 
did  not,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  reinstating  the 
appropriation,  if  once  stricken  out.  He  concluded  with 
an  allumon  to  the  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars paid  for  a  minister  to  England,  who  was  worth  notbii^i 
as  an  item  more  deserving  of  reprobation  ttum  this  item. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  some  brief  remarks.  He  had 
not  understood  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  making 
any  formal  motion,  and  he  hoped  tliat  be  bad  not  done 
so.  He  thcu^t  there  was  no  precedent  for  this  inexpe- 
dient mode  of  bringing  the  Belgian  mission  before  the 
Senate,  We  had  been  called  upon,  in  conjoint  action 
with  the  other  House,  to  act  on  the  same  subject,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  involviiw  the  same  prindples.  He  felt 
tile  same  here  as  he  woula  hare  felt  had  he  been  in  the 
other  House.  He  would  have  fbted  for  this  appropria- 
tion in  the  other  House,  and  he  should  do  so  here.  The 
appropriation  had  been  asked  for  by  the  Executive,  and 
he  was  willing  to  give  it;  and  the  giving  it  would  hare 
no  effect  on  ms  vote  when  he  should  come  to  act  on  tlie 
nomination.  He  shbuM  not  vote  for  the  nomination  any 
the  sooner  because  the  expenses  were  provided  for.  And 
if  he  voted  against  the  nomination,  the  appropriation 
would  not  be  called  for,  or  required.  He  would  not  go 
into  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  the  misnon;  and 
he  suggested  whether  it  was  a  correct  course  for  gentle- 
men to  "draw  into  a  legi^tire  discosnon  matters  exclu- 
Mvely  belonging  to  the  Executive  branch?'  Was  not  the 
Senate,  in  fiict,  arguing  the  matter,  as  if  the  question  was 
now  before  them,  whether  thev  would  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  nomination?  He  iSA  not  see  that,  in  passii^ 
a  law,  the  Senate  could  properiy  advert  to  matter  whidi 
could  not  be  used  in  case  any  difference  between  the  two 
Houses,  in  reference  to  the  bill,  should  render  a  confer 
ence  necessary.  Each  must,  in  that  case,  give  their  own 
views,  and  act  on  them;  and  the  question  would  be  de- 
cided on  the  ordinary  grounds.  He  agreed  that  provi- 
sion ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  the  expenses  of  the 
misnon,  if,  by  the  eo>onUnate  branch,  the  appropriation  was 
made.    He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  this  item  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL expressedadifTerent  view,  consider- 
ing that  granting  the  appropriation  created  the  office. 
The  whole  difficulty,  in  his  opimon,  arose  out  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  doing  what  they  had  no  right  to 
do,  by  appropriating  money  for  an  office  which  had  not 
yet  been  created — imagining  that  some  such  office  was 
about  to  be  created.  If  the  Sen&te  appmnt  the  minister, 
the  appropriation  must  be  made.  But  while  the  matter  is 
in  pendency,  whether  the  n^srion  d»U  be  created  or  not, 
wiU  the  Senate  create  the  mission  by  appropriation  } 

He  put  a  case.  Supposing  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, uncalled  for,  had  got  up  a  proposition  to  send 
a  minister  to  China,  or,  to  take  an  old  case,  to  Mexico. 
Would  the  Senate  have  had  the  President  reject  the 
whole  appropriation  bill  because  it  contained  this  clause ' 
Let  the  House  of  Representatives  act  within  theirsphere. 
He  Could  say  scNnething  tsunst  the  pnmtiefy  of  tiie  nns- 
sion  at  all.  And  were  tuslips  to  be  sealed  while  his  vote 
was  to  be  recorded?  Neither  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives nor  Senate  should  ever  place  turn  in  that  position. 
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He  WM  now  in  th«t  ntiution;  tend  hie  only  aJtemative 
j/fwa  to  vote  against  any  appropriation.    Should  tbe  nomi- 
nation be  confirmed,  be  would  asMiredly  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation} butfaecoukl  not  so  vote  at  this  motoent. 

Mr.  ^WING  moved  that  tlw  Senate  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  mored  that  when  tbe  Senate  uJ- 
jouma.  it  at^oum  to  meet  on  Monday. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  exprened  a  hope  that  the  Senate 
would  meet  to-iporrov  to  go  into  executive  bonnev. 
.   Mr.  WEBSTER  expreased  hii  wiUin|rneaf  to  go  into 
tkia  executive  buaineaa. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  aaid  he  meant  into  this  executive 
busineaa,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  MARCY  said  be  ihould  feel  it  hit  du^  to  move  to 
take  up  otbM'  executive  bunneaa. 

Mr.  TAZEWEXX  aaid  he  should  vote  against  any  such 
motion.  . 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  witiidrcw  bis  motion. 
Ttio  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Satvuiat,  ArniL  14. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  this  day's  fitting  was  spent  in  tiie 
iconnderation  of  executive  buuness. 

HoxBAT,  Apeil  16. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 
..  Mr.  CLAY  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to 
which  the  aut^ect  had  been  referred  by  the  Senate,  made 
•  report  in  regwd  to  tbe  distribution  of  tiie  proceeds  of 
the  salesof  the  puUic  lands^  (for  wfaidi  see  Appendix,) 
accompamcd  by  a  bill  providine  therefor. 

Mr.  C.  read  the  report  through;  after  which^  the  bill  was 
read  the  first  timet  And  the  question  ht'mg  on  ordering 
it  to  a  second  reading, 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  was  tbe  proper  course  to  take,  in  this  stage  of  the 
biU.  He  must*  however,  take  the  opportunity  to  give 
the  rcMons  wUch  would  induce  him  to  vote  aciinst  the 
•ecoad  reading.  T%e  principles  contained  in  ttte  report 
were  so  strange  and  so  nuachievous  that  he  could  not 
forbear  iro»  making  two  or  three  observations  upon 
them.  They  were  predsely  the  same  as  the  principle  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretuy  of  the  Treasury  made  five 
yeara  ago,  in  which  he  recommended  that  no  induqe- 
ment  ought  to  be  held  out  to  persons  to  go  to  the  new 
States.  Tbe  reason  given  for  this  st^gestion  waa,  that  if 
people  w«e  induced  to  eiaigrAte  to  Uu  new.8tate%  tbe 
mapufactures  in  the  old  .States  would  not  Iiave  persons 
to  carry  them  on.  He  had  thought  that  the  abhorrence 
with  which  this  proposition,  which  was  aimed  at  the 
^K)or,  was  recdved  in  the  portion  of  country  viiih  which 
be  was  acquunted,  would,  as  he  had  supposed,,  have 
Prevented  any  future  attempt  to  revive  this  principle. 
Tbe  object  was'to  keep  the  poor  from  settling  in  the  new 
States.  The  prindple  of  both  that  report  and  tbe  pre- 
sent wuhoatile  tothe  new  States,  and  hostile  to  the  iree- 
hoMers.  But  fliere  wsa  a  new  feature  introduced  into 
this  rep<nt.  The  new  States  were  to  be  seduced  into 
the  meaaure  by  the  offer  of  a  sUce  from  their  owo  ter- 
ritory. He  had  heard  an  instance  in  which,  after  fhe 
iuKTors  of  shipwreck,  when  the  sorrivtns  were  reduced 
to  the  extremi^  of  feeding  on  each  otiier,  one  man,  who 
was  to  be  the  next  netim,  in  a  fit  of  desperate  agony, 
begged  to  be  indulged  with  a  ^ce  from  himself.  So  it 
sopencd,  the  new  States  were  to  be  resided  inth  a  slice 
of  theaselre%  and  then  torn  limb  from  Gmb. 

He  suggested  that  tiiis  waa  precisely  the  principle 
which  actuated  the  Northern  Powers  Europe  in  their 
partition  of  Poland.  It  was  a  {ffinciple,  however,  con- 
aned  to  the  Northern  Powen.  The  Southern  nations 
bad  no  participation  in  it{  wUle  each  of  ^  othcfi  was 
bribed  by  a  riure  of  the  spmL 
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He  would  not  trouble  himself  with  ihe  details  of  error 
and  injustice  which  this  report  contained,  tiassachu- 
setts  and  Maine  are  placed  on  an  equality  with  Vir^nia, 
who  had  made  such  a  generous  ceasion  of  territory. 
MasBRchusetta  had  retained  thir^  tbouaand  square  miles, 
and,  after  giving  a  portion  of  these  lands  to  Ibine,  had 
disposed  of  the  rest  at  fifteen  and  twenty  cents  the 
acre. 

The  whole  of  this  report  he  characterized  as  proceed- 
ing on  the  principle  of  money — money — money.  Money 
must  be  wrung  from  the  scmI,  to  prepare  a^nst  tbe  con- 
tingency of  a  new  war.  Instead  of  lookmg  to  money 
fur  thia  provision,  regard  should  be  had  to  population,  to 
an  increase  of  man — free  nun,  as  the  best  resource  in 
such  a  contingency.  He  who  most  efficiently  defends  the 
country,  was  not  the  manufiu^urer,  but  the  son  of  tbe 
man  who  tills  the  soil-  The  present  propoution  he  viewed 
as  one  to  take  money  from  the  han^  or  the  people.  The 
brinciple  which  pervaded  it  was  that  the  revenue  must  be 
kept  up,  if  the  money  were  thrown  into  tbe  Potcsoaci 
There  was  to  be  no  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  soil, 
although  originally  it  belonged  to  other  owners,  and  not- 
withstanding a  gKat  portion  is  now  returned  by  the  re- 
ceivers as  not  wvrth  more  than  five  cents  the  acre.  He 
referred  tbe  Senate  to  the  mode  in  which  the  wild  lands 
were  disposed  of  in  Europe,  for  the  purposes  of  settle- 
ment and  cultivation;  and  asserted  toat  such  was  the 
practice  in  the  new  world.  He  adverted  to  the  pro- 
clamation  of  the  King  of  Perria,  offering  lands  to  setters, 
and  to  the  practice  m  the  Roman  republic  in  the  division 
of  tbe  lands.  Tbe  Senate,  he  siwseated,  ^ould  adopt 
the  practice  in  the  colony  of  Liberia,  where  every 
colored  settler  is  allowed  to  draw  fbra  town  lot.  He  was 
a,  fnend  to  humanityj  but  he  was  not  disposed  to  cherish 
the  black,  and  susriBoe  the  white  man.  Because  there 
were  found  in  the  seven  new  States  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  persona  borne  on  the  tax  hat,  who  were 
not  huul  owner^  they  are  stigmatized  as  defident  in  in- 
dustry. This  be  denounced  as  a  wrong.  Tbe  lands  in 
the  new  States  were  not  wivth  the  price  M:  whidi  they 
are  DOW  held  by  the  (>ovemment  Receivers  had  said 
that  there  were  millions  of  acres  not  worth  five  cents  an 
acre.  Every  thing  was  w<ulh  predsely  what  it  would 
fetch.  The  story  of  speculators  had  been  brought  for- 
ward again.  The  objecti<m  in  this  form  came  from  the 
speculators  themselves,  from  those  who  wanted  to  sell 
tlieir  land.  The  fiict  was,  tbe  money  must  be  brought 
from  the  new  States,  to  be  expended  elsewhere.  Every 
tiiii^  had  been  taxed  In  the  West,  and  taken  sway  to  sup- 
port tbe  Federal  Government.  The  principle  of  federal 
i^imbers  had  taken  away  every  dollar  nom  toe  South  and 
West,  and  carried  them  to  tii^  Northeast.  Instead  of  the 
federal  number^  tiie  expenditure  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  size  of  the  States. 

He  proposed  to  amend  the  motion  fw  a  second  reading, 
by  substitoting  a  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
«n  Public  LaMs,  with  instructit^a  to  report  a  bill  to  re- 
duce the  price  oif  public  ,lands,  &c. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  this  motion  would  not  be  in 
order  ufitil  afler  the  second  reading. 

1^.  BENTON  expressed  a  hope  that  the  biU  would  ne- 
ver reach  a  second  reading.  He  wished  to  know  if  a  mo- 
tion to  rdect  the  bUl  woum  be  necessary. 
Tbe  CHAIR  replied  in  the  n^atire. 
Mr.  SMITH  said  he  had  wuved  his  motion  to  take  up 
the  ^pK^Miation  bill,  in  a  spirit  of  canity,  not  expecting 
this  prolonged  debate.  He  would  now  more  to  lay  the 
report  and  hill  on  the  table. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  being  desired  and  ordered,  die  que*- 
tion  was  put,  and  dedded  as  follows: 

YEAS.-^Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dallas,  For- 
sftii,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Kane,  King, 

MH«um,  Mbr^,  wUer,  Moore,  Poindexter.  Bobinsol^ 
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Smith.  Tftzewdl*  Tykr,  Troup,  Tipton,  HVlute,  Wil- 
Uanu. — 34, 

NAYS.— Hessn.  Bell.  Chamben.  Clay.  Clayton,  Dick- 
enoi^.  Dudley,  Bwtii^,  Frelinghuysen.  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Kniglit,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Rugglcs,  Seymour,  Sprague, 
Tomlinson,  Wagguman,  Webater. — 19. 

So  the  report  and  bill  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLiAY  then  moved  the  printing  of  the  documents, 
and  that  three  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  five  thousand. 

Hr.  ROBINSON  expressed  his  hope  that  there  would 
be  no  additional  number  printed,  until  an  answer  should 
be  prepared  by  the  CMnmittee  on  Publio  Lands.  He 
would  then  be  wiUii^  to  vote  for  as  hrge  a  nuiid>er  as 
any  gentleman. 

Mr.  SMITH  tooved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CLAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayif  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  as  follows — yeas 
At  nays  40. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  a  hope  that  the  hirgest  num- 
ber would  be  printed.  He  assured  gentlemen  that  he  would 
vote  precisely  as  many  of  any  answer  which  might  be  made 
to  the  report  from  any  other  committee.  It  was  too  vo- 
lilminouB  a  report  to  be  generally  printed  in  the  news- 
papers; and  it  would  be  very  interesting  to  the  whole 
countjy.  Before  Congress  could  act  upon  it,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  its  contents  should  be  well  examined;  and 
he  could  see  no  good  reason  for  delaying  this  report  until 
any  other  might  be  made. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  the  question  be  first  taken  umply  on  the 
printing,  as,  while  he  was  disposed  to  print  the  report  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  he  wi^ed  to  vote  against  the  extra 
number.  It  was  a  report  which  would  be  productive  of 
mat  exatement  in  the  new  States;  and,  tlierefbre,  he 
did  not  wish  to  send  sbmd  a  lai^  number,  unless  accom- 
.panied  by  an  antidote.  Believing  tliat  the  report  cannot 
be  adopted,  striking  as  it  did  at  the  root  of  sovereignty 
in  the  new  States,  he  could  not  consent  to  orculate  the 
poison. 

Ut.  MILLER  stated  th^t  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Comnuttee  on  Manu&ctures;  uid,  althou^  he  entirely 
concurred  in  so  much  of  it  as  related  to  the  reduction  of 
price  and  the  cession  of  the  lands,  and  tlie  whole  of  the 
report,  untO  it  came  to  the  proposition  relative  to  the  di- 
vision of  the  proceeds,  he  could  not  agree  in  the  conclu- 
uon  of  the  report  In  the  justice  of  the  reneral  views, 
and  the  strength  of  the  reasoning,  he  entire^'  agreed,  and 
he  was  in  &vor  of  printing  an  extra  number. 

Mr.  KANE  said  a  few  words  in  oppontion  to  tlie  motion 
to  print  an  extra  number  of  a  report  which  was  addressed 
to  the  interests  of  all  the  old  States,  sgainst  those  of  the 
new  ones. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  be  had  no  intention,  at  this  time, 
to  vindicate  the  reasoiung  in  the  report.    Whenever  the 

firoper  time  should  arrive,  he  should  be  prepared  to  de- 
end  all  its  powtions,  and,  he  hoped,  completely  to  defend 
them.  It  had  been  his  intention,  after  the  bill  ^ould  have 
had  its  second  reading,  to  postpone  its  farther  considera- 
tion until  tim^  had  been  nven  fiir  reflection  and  exanu- 
nation.  Then,  whenever  the  bill  should  be  in  committee, 
he  would  have  given  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  question,  as  now  proposed,  i^  if  an  extra  number 
shall  be  printed.  This  bad  been  objected  to,  because  it 
was  said  tlie  reptnt  might  produce  an  excitement  \n  the 
West  Whether  the  motion  prevail  or  not,  the  report 
would  get  abroad.  He  hoped  there  was  no  dispontion  to 
prevent  It  from  being  seen.  And  there  was  much  more 
danger  of  excitement  if  the  reasoning  and  facts  were  only 
partially  disclosed,  than  if,  the  whole  were  fUrly  before 


the  people.  He  wished  the  report  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
all.  Tbe  Senator  from  Illinois  ctmsiderB  the  tfguiBenta 
as  addressed  to  all  the  interests  of  the  old'  States,  and, 
therefore,  that  it  ought  not  to  go  forth  without  an  anti- 
dote. All  should  see  it.  What  had  been  the  course  of 
the  Senate  in  reference  to  other  documents^  When  the 
report  of  the  Free  Trade  Convention  was  to  be  printed, 
was  there  any  objection  >  Had  any  suggestion  been  made 
that  it  ought  to  lie  withheld  until  the  report  on  the  other 
Mde  sbomd  be  prepared?  All  voted  for  it;  and  it  went 
out  to  the  world  weeks  before  the  other  was  printed.  L«t 
the  nme  coarse  be  pursued  as  to  this  report,  and,  when- 
ever the  response  should  be  made,  he  would  vote  for 
printing  of  as  large  a  number  of  ^iuA  document  Both 
the  documents  would  then  be  before  the  people,  and  th^ 
would  form  their  own  judginent 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said  a  few  words  in  &vor  of  printiDK 
an  extra  number,  and  he  would  vote  fbr  an  equal  nilHd>er 
of  the  answer  whenever  it  shouM  be  before  the  Senate- 
It  was  due  to  the  comnuttee  that  tUs  course  diould  be 
taken.  He  widied  the  people  of  <Niio  to  see  the  liriit^ 
to  see  tbe  reports  of  the  Senate,  and!  not  that  they  riunud  be 
smothered  here.  a 

Hr.  CLAYTON  spoke  in  favw  of  printing  the  extra 
number,  without  waiting  for  an  answer  to  the  report. 
Who  was  to  make  this  answer?  There  was  no  proposi- 
tion of  a  minority  of  the  committee;  there  was  none  on  the 
part  of  tbe  Committee  an  Public  Lands.  How  kmr  wata 
the  Senate  to  wiut  Tat  thia  reply?  It  had  becK  sud  thaC 
the  report  .would  produce  a  gn»X  excitMnent  in  4e  new 
States.  Was  there  no  excitement,  now,  in  anv  of  the  other 
Sutes,  on  the  subject  of  these  public  lands?  Thia  sub- 
ject had  caused  excitement  ai  the  old  as  well  as  the  new 
States;  for  the  former  felt  as  deep  an  interest  in  tbe  mat- 
ter as  the  other.  Rejecting  tills  vote  by  the  Senate  would 
produce  as  great  an  excitement  in  the  old  Statea,  as 
printii^  the  repwt  could  produce  m  the  new.  Mr.  C- 
made  some  reference  to  die  conrseof  Senators  in  the  case 
of  tbe  report  on  iron. 

[This  reference  produced  counter  statements  from  Mr. 
HAYNE  and  Mr.  KINO,  and  was  supported  by  Mr. 
DtCKERSON.] 

Mr.  KING  stated  the  propouuon  to  be  merely  to  lay 
tlus  report  on  the  table,  until  it  could  be  examined.  It 
was  tbowf^t,  by  many,  to  contain  dangeroua  doctrine*, 
and  to  assume  &lse  principles,  and  that  it  oujrht  not  to  be 
printed.  On  reflection,  it  was  not  imposnble  that  the 
Senator  "from  Kentucky  migfat,  himself  reyise  his  viewi^ 
and  correct  tbem.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  such  opimoaa 
emanating  from  such  high  authority,  and  going  forth  to 
the  people  with  the  weight  of  that  gentleman's  name. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUYSEN  regarded  it  as  important  tiiat 
the  prindples  contained  in  thia  report  should  be  lud  be- 
fore tiie  people.  If  excitement  was  feared,  it  «ns  much 
more  likely  to  take  place  in  consequence  of  a  suppreawm 
of  the  report,  than  of  its  circulation.  Surely,  gentlemen 
were  not  afrwd  of  the  reasoning.  The  subject  bad  been 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Manufactures,  against  tbe 
vrish  of  that  committee;  every  member  oi  which  had  pro- 
tested against  the  reference.  "Hie  report  had  been  uaaid- 
mously  adopted,  although  the  commtttee  was  composed 
ttf  gentlemen  of  different  views.  Even  the  Senator  from. 
South  Careens  acquiesced.  Pe^le  would  suppose,  if 
the  Senate  reftised  to  let  it  be  seen,  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  report  which  could  not  be  answered.  The 
Senate  had  heard  it  read.  Was  the  prindple  now  to  be 
adopted  that  nothing  should  be  printed  until  it  had  been 
examined?  7*he  virbie  and  intelligence  of  the  pe(^>le 
would  enable  them  to  hear  the  wrong,  as  well  aa  the  right 
nde.  This  report  was  marked'bv  great  abili^  and  nc 
hoped  that  the  extra  number  would  he  printed,  and  that 
the  sune  number  of  the  answer  would  be  printed,  when- 
ever it  should  be  onde. 
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Mr-  KANE  diBoUimed  any  desire  to  impeach  the  abi- 
li^  of  the  report.  It  wu  to  the  printing  of  an  additional 
nambsr  of  a  document  addresud  to  the  individual  inte- 
i<ests  of  indindual  States  that  be  objected.  A  counter 
Tep<»t  naf^K  come  from  a  minority,  or  it  might  be  refer- 
red  to  die  Committee  on  Public  Lands  fat  a  report.  It 
was  a  new  and  importuit  pnnect,  inndving  points  of  deep 
interest,  and  the  printing  m  so  Ui^  a  number  would 
indicate  a  feeling  uratable  to  tile  views  which  the  report 
contained. 

Mr.  IS  WING  replied  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
ftom  Alabama,  ramndingUm  that  this  question  had  been 
forced  on  the  committee  t  and  another  Senator  bad  sug- 
gested that  the  committee  would  be  afraid  to  incur  the 
responsibility  of  making  such  a  report.  He  hoped  the 
extra  number  would  be  printed. 

Mr.  KOBINSON  aaid  the  committee  had  reported  on 
the  other  branch,  and  had  not  asked  fbr  extra  copies;  and 
now  the^  had  reported  on  the  other  branch,  they  deared 
tiiH  additional  circul^on.  The  aabject  had  been  sent  to 
thu  conunttee,  not  ia  reliance  on  their  friendship,  but 
because  it  was  the  only  subject,  connected  with  the  reve- 
nue, remainiogtobeactedon.  He disehimed having  sud 
any  Senator  would  be  afraid  of  responnbtlity.  He  had 
merely  put  the  idea  in  the  form  of  an  interrogatory. 

Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  subject  should  be  referred 
to  the  American  people.  He  had  been,  originally,  ex- 
posed to  its  reference  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Manu&ctures. 
it  was  referred  by  a  small  migoritf,  and  the  committee 
bad  reported  a  very  able  and  elaborate  view  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  strange  4iat  tbe  printing  ^ontd  be  opposed. 
A  reference  of  a  subject  was  made  to  a  committee. 
They  bad  exanuned  it  with  much  labor,  and  their  report 
had  been  read.  Tbe  question  now  is,  if  the  report  on  a 
subject  referred  with  so  RUich  solemnly  should  be  printed. 
He  thought  it  a  ungolar  eourse  to  oppose  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  considered  it  impMtant  to  the  people 
of  the  West  that  this  report  should  be  printed^  and  be 
would  be  willing  that  ten  thousand  copies  should  be  cir- 
culated. It  had  been  said  that  tbe  circulation  of  the  re- 
port would  produce  a  great  excitement,  and  enable  men 
to  prejudge  the  question.  The  printing  of  a  few  would 
have  the  same  effect.  He  was  wilUng  to  gtfe  the  people 
allposable  lif^t.  Did  the  Senatw  intend  to  do  a  work, 
and  put  itunder  a  carpett  or  to  do  it,  and  put  it  on  the 
txeetxtpa*  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  should  adopt 
the  pnnciples  of  the  report.  He  was  wilfing  to  recove 
expresMons  of  the  popular  opinion.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  the  people  of  the  West  would  not  adopt  these 
principles.  He  beUcved  they  would  be  content  with  20 
per  cent.  And  if  they  were  then  put  on  an  equal  footing 
with  tbe  other  States,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  they 
would  not  be  satisfied.  Tbe  Committee  on  Manufactures 
had  not  sought  this  matter.  It  was  preaed  on  themtand 
now  that  they  have  made  thdr  repwt,  it  is  aud  that  the 
people  are  not  to  see  it-Hiot  to  be  contaminated  witii  it. 
If  the  report  was  so  odious,  who  would  suffer'  If  it  was 
such  a  heresy  as  would  bring,  down  tbe  iiwUgnation  of  the 
West  on  its  author,  he  had  hardly  supposed  that  they  who 
opposed  the  iHintiog  would  have  been  so  anxious  to  save 
that  individual  from  dastnioticni.  He  dtd  not  think  he 
should  vote  for  tiie  bill,  but  he  would  vote  for  printing 
extra  copies  of  the  report. 

Mr.  MILLER  was  of  (^nioa  that  the  proposition  ought 
to  be  adopted-  The  report  was  one  of  the  most  enlighten- 
ed  documents  which  had  been  presented  to  this  assembly. 
All  its  details,  its  statistics,  and  its  ailments,  were  deep- 
ly interesting,  until  the  report  came  to  those  speculative 
conclusions  m  which  he  could  not  concur.  The  commit- 
tee bad  prenoushr  aHde  a  report  on  one  branch,  in  the 
form  of  tbe  qrSabub  IhU  bcfne  the  Senate.  Now  there 
was  anodier  repotf  and  he  saw  some  io^eatiaiiiof  adia* 
position,  onihepart  ttftheeamnitte^  to  make  aome  con* 


cession  to  those  who  thought  differently  from  them  on  the 
subject  of  the  tarifT. 

Mr.  WHITE  expressed  khtow  that  a  motion  had  been 
made,  at  this  time,  to  print  an  extra  number.  He  would 
vote  for  the  ordinary  number  now,  and  tbe  extra  munber 
when  suffident  time  had  been  allowed  Bar  an  amwer  to 
be  preoared.  He  said  he  wu  not  afMd  to  trust  tiie  peo. 
pie  witi)  any  subject.  He  did  not  concur  in  some  of^ the 
views  of  the  report,  but  he  might  be  mistaken.  He  ad- 
verted to  some  movements  on  that  subject  in  the  L^fda- 
tures  of  Maryland  and  Massachusetts  to  which  he  desired 
to  refer  before  he  gave  any  final  opinion. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  stated  that  when  he  made  hW  fti^ 
mer  observations,  he  bad  not  looked  into  the  report,  nor 
heard  it  read.  On  a  littie  examination,  be  was  led  to  sup- 
pose that  he  bad  done  injustice  to  the  Senator  from  Ken* 
tucky.  He  would  examine  further,  and  if  he  continued 
of  this  opinion,  he  should  go  with  the  report.  He  then 
withdrew  the  call  for  a  division  of  the  quotion. 

Tlie  call  was  then  renewed. 

Mv.  CLAY  took  a  view  of  the  votes  of      Senators,  to 

show  that  a  majority  of  the  new  States  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion.  He  was  glad  to  hear  tbe  Senator  from  Temiessee 
say  he  was  not  afraid  to  trust  tbe  people  with  any  subject, 
if  he  was  nncere  in  the  declaration.  The  oppontionto  tl^is 
motion  seemed  to  him  to  arise  out  of  tbe  circumstance  that 
this  was  the  first  report  which  had  been  made  on  tbii«  side 
of  tbe  question.  Appeals  on  the  other  ude  had  been 
made,  sesrion  sAer  sesnon,  but  this  was  tbe  first  time  tbaX . 
an  attempt  had  been  made  to  show  the  other  dde  to  the 
people.  A  subject  of  more  deep  importance  bad  never 
been  presented  to  the  Senate,  ana  all  that  was  asked  was 
to  avoid^ny  suppression  of  light,  and  print  extra  copies, 
and  a  pledge  was  given  to  vote  for  as  many  of  the  opposite 
argument  whenever  it  mi^t  be  produced.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  pursued  a  very  liberal 
course  throughout,  and  had  no  intention  (as  he  believed) 
to  make  any  counter  report.  The  Committee  on  Manu- 
fiictiires  had  not  been  kindly  treated.  They  had  not  wish- 
ed to  meddle  with  the  subject,  and  earnestly  resisted  its 
reference.  The  subject  was,  however,  referred  to  them, 
without  any  direction  to  take  up  the  whole  matter  in  a 
single  report,  or  a  single  bill.  They  did  take  up  tbe 
subject,  and  examined  each  branch  according  to  its  na- 
ture. A  report  on  the  duties  on  unprotected  articles  had 
been  made,  and  now  a  report  on  the  pubhc  .lands  was 
made.  As  to  the  remuning hraneh,  he  thought  it  prema- 
ture to  say  any  thing.  He  bad  made  up  his  own  mind  to 
do  every  thing  which  could  be  done  to  tranquillize  the 
feelings  and  meet  tbe  wishes  of  gentlemen,  without,  in 
any  way,  impriring  the  efficiency  of  the  protective  system. 

Mr.  WHITE  replied  warmly  to  the  supposed  imputa- 
tion castontiie  nncerity  of  his  professions. 

Mr.  CLAT  tefiised  any  explanation  to  the  Sen^:(»>,  but 
to  the  Senate  ^sclaimed  any  such  btention. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  expressed  a  hope  that  tbe  question  of 
colonizing  tbe  people  of  color  would  never  be  entertained 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  unlessVt  tbe  united  deare  of  tbe 
slavefaolding  States  themselves.  If  ever  such  desire  should 
be  ezptemed*  he  would  iriOiivly  go  into  the  subject.  He 
believed  that  colonizatioD  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
those  States,  and  that  this  woujd  be  the  proper  fund  to 
apply  to  such  objects,  but  he  would  not  now  consent  that 
the  subject  should  be  touched.  He  stated  tiiat  the  lands 
in  the  vicini^  of  tbe  sugar  lands  were  of  great  value,  and 
increasing  in  value.  He  was  in  favor  of  adhering  to  the 
present  land  system,  of  diriding  the  proceeds,  and  giving 
to  tbe  new  States  a  preference  to  the  value  of  If  or  30  per 
cent.1  but  he  was  not  willingto  appropriate  the  money  to 
the  purpose*  of  coloniiatinn. 

Ontiiecallfrf'Mr.  MANOVH,  theyvM  ud  nays  were 
ordered. 
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After  a  few  words  from  Hr.  BIBB  agmiiwt  the  motion 
for  an  eztt*  number,  the  question  was  takeo  fint  on  the 
motion  to  priu^  when  it  wu  cinied  unanimously — 
yeas  45. 

Mr.  MARCY  then  moved  to  print  1,500  extra  copies. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  reminded  the  Senate  that  a  greater 
number  than  5,000  of  documents  of  less  ralue  had  been 
printed.  He  referred  to  the  report  on  Executive  patron- 
age, of  which  6,000  extra  copies  were  printed. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  pnnting  of  5,000  co- 
pies, and  decided  u  follows; 

YEAS. — Heasn.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuyaen, 
Hdmes,  Jdinston,  Knig^^  Miller,  Poindexter,  Prentiss, 
Bobbins,  Rug^es,  Srymour,  Silsbee,  Sprite,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tyler,  Wagfjfaman,  Webster,  Wilkina. — 26. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Dallas,  Forsyth ,  Qrun- 
dy,  Hayne,  Hendrick%  Hill,  Kane,  Kmg,  Mangum,  Mar- 
cy,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith*  l^uewell,  Tipton,  Troup, 
White— 19. 

So  the  motion  vas  otrried  in  the  affirmatire. 


TOKSDAT,  Ap«l  17. 
VACCINATION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  benefits  of  vaccination  to  the  Indians. 
The  question  beii^  on  the  third  reading, 
Mr.  BUCKNER  nude  a  few  remarks  in  oppontion  to 
the  bill.  He  expressed  himself  entirely  averse  to  con- 
ferring benefits  on  those  who  Iiad  done  so  much  injury  to 
our  own  citizens:  who  were  our  nsturtd  enemy,  and  so 
frequently  distinguished  themselves  by  the  ferocity  witii 
which  they  warred  against  us — who  had  marked  their 
course  by  fire  and  desolation;  who  had  committed  the 
most  mnton  cruelties,  and  had  so  frequently  snatched  the 
in&nt  from  the  nipple  of  its  mother,  and  dashfd  its  bnuns 
out  against  a  tree.  He  did  not  wish  to  cherish  these  peo- 
ple, while  a  small  appropriation  was  denied  to  his  district 
to  erect  a  hospital  for  the  river-faring  man,  whose  life  was 
frequently  sacrificed  for  want  of  a  uttlc  timely  care  and 
kindness;  when  even  money  could  not  be  obtained  to 
drain  the  swamps  whose  deleterious  effluvia  imposed  an 
almost  insurmountable  barrier  to  interna)  improvement. 
Another  ground  of  his  opposition  to  Ac  bill  was,  that  it 
adds  to  Executive  patronage.  Who  would  gain  the  bene- 
fits of  the  bill^  The  superstitious  notions  of  the  Indian 
would  prevent  him  from  receiving  them.  Experience  of 
a  mortal  nature  had  already  told  tnem  that  death  is  the  al- 
most inevitable  consequence  of  plunging  into  cold  water 
while  under  the  influence  of  fevcr^et  it  is  impossible  to 
prevent  them  from  pursuing  this  course.  If  the  law  were 
to  pass,  another  would  have  to  be  made  for  the  rimng 
generation.  He  wished  to  examine  the  subject,  and  to 
see  if  the  money  given  by  this  bill  would  not  go  into  the 
hands  of  those  who,  while  pretending  to  be  the  friends 
of  the  Government,  were  in  fiwt  greater  friends  to  the 
wealth  which  they  calculated  to  acquire  by  this  scheme. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  genetal  i^ipropriatiix)  bill. 

AGENTS  FOR  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  CLAY  tom,  and,  without  ntaktng  any  specific  mo- 
tion, called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  dause  in 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  two  i^nts  for  claims, 
reotding  in  London  and  Paris.  Both  these  agencies  were 
mere  sinecures.  As  well  as  his  recollection  would  serve, 
althou^  he  did  not  pretend  to  perfect  accuracy,  they 
oripnated  in  tlna  manner.  During  the  operation  of  the 
decrees  of  Bona^rte,  and  the  or»n  in  council  of  Great 


Britain,  a  large  mass  of  claims,  growii^  out  of  those  nes- 
sures,  had  accumulated,  which  were  so  numerous  as  to 
render  H  impossible  for  our  mhiisters  to  attend  to  them. 
In  order  to  aid  the  ministers,  either  during  the  sdmimMit- 
tion  erf  Mr.  JeflRenon,  or  at  an  early  periM  in  Hr.  Midi- 
son's  admiiustration,  these  agencies  spraiw  up.  Re  be- 
lieved that  they  were  appointments  unauuionted  by  any 
particular  law,  and  had  never  been  submitted  for  the  eso- 
currence  of  the  Senate.  As  to  England,  we  hare  no  dtini 
on  her  since  the  treaty  of  Ghent;  none  to  the  setticinnt  of 
which  the  minister  a  not  fully  competent. 

Our  claims  on  England  were  cancelled  by  that  treitr- 
There  bad  been  smne  necesMty  for  the  continuance  of  the 
agent  iii  Paris  until  Mr.  Ifives  edndoded  the  rctent  tici^ 
widi  that  nation,  wluch  has  extingmshed  the  whole.  Hus 
has  so  reduced  the  business,  that  our  imnister  in  Paris  cm 
earily  attend  to  all  the  claims  irtiich  may  arise,  without  io- 
terfering  with  his  <n^inary  business.  It  seemed  to  hin, 
therefore,  that  the  appropriation  was  useless.  Should  the 
Senate  concur  in  this  new,  some  gentleman  miri>t  hmk 
to  strike  out  the  clause.  He  was  not  colMii  that  these 
agencies  were  not  ipven  to  our  comals  in  these  dties,  wbo 
were  bodi  wortiiy  men.  If  this  had  appeared  in  the 
mates,  he  would  have  bern  satisfied.  He  thouglit,  how- 
ever,  that  the  true  course  would  be  to  allow  niariet  ts 
these  consuls,  and  not  to  give  them  these  agencies. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  tiiis  subject  had  not  eicaped 
the  notice  of  the  committee.  On  inquiry,  it  was  found 
that  the  consul  in  Paris  was  poaacased  of  all  the  papen 
relating  to  the  agency;  and  that,  whene\-er  these  dwuU 
be  withdrawn,  ^  agency  would  no  longerbe  of  aay  ue. 
He  beUeved  it  to  be  the  iuA  tbU  there  was  no  lav  ip- 
pointing  these  agents.  The  consul  in  London  was  highly 
respectable,  and  liad  lost  an  arm  in  the  United  SUtet' 
service.  London  was  an  expeiunve  place  to  live  in.  Then 
was  hut  litde  direct  trade  to  that  port,  only  a  very  fe» 
vessel!,  and  but  littie  emolument  fell  to  hhn  as  merdy 
consul.  This  country  had  no  claima  on  En^and,  but  ihe 
ou|^t  to  have  some  agent  reai^i^  there  for  the  protediai 
of  American  seamen.  Miips  were  fVequentiy  sold,  md 
their  crews  discha^;ed|  or  seamen  deserted,  and  genenlq' 
found  their  way  toL.ondon;  and  aconsul  wMnecesaiyto 
protect  and  send  them  home. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  merely  sUted  tiie  esse. 
consul  in  Paris  he  knew  to  be  a  good  tnuii  and  if  inf 
thing  extra  was  to  be  given,  he  wouU  irish  to  give  it  to 
him.  Yet  there  was  no  utility  in  this  agency.  If  li« 
consul  held  the  papery  it  was  probable  that  tbcy  vat 
very  few.  Mr.  C.  stated  that  Wile  he  was  Secretaiy  of 
State,  tliere  was  icarcely  any  correspondence  witfiKisi. 
He  had  thought  to  august  a  diseontinuance  of  the  ofitce: 
but,  as  a  negotiation  was  pending,  he  thought  it  more 
advisable  to  refrain.  The  agency  to  London  is  not  of  i« 
leut  value.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  consul  to  look  to  tbe 
protection  of  the  teamen.  He  th«n  slated  bow  *btatia- 
viees  were  rendered,  and  how  the  consul  waafecooipens"- 

Mr.  FORSYTH  sUted  that  originally  there  were  tiatt 
of  these  agencies.  There  was  one  in  Madrid,  which  h« 
been  dropped  some  years  wnce.  The  agency  in  I-*™"" 
was  useless,  but  the  fees  of  the  consul  were  so  iiicofw«|- 
able,  so  totally  inadequate  to  the  support  of  an  ui^vidu*!, 
that  the  Government  had  found  it  necessary  to  "UoV" 
that  could  be  allowed  to  make  up  tiie  deficient?;  ont^ 
w'ne,  the  office  could  only  be  Ailed  by  a  man  of  fot«n^ 
As  to  the  consul  at  Paris,  hit  aeprieea  wgold  be  rttf^ 
for  the  present  year,  as  he  has  the  papers  in  hispWHant 
to  lend  his  sid  to  the  settlement  of  the  clahns.  After  lu* 
year,  he  mi^it  be  dispensed  with. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  tiie  appropristw"  t« 
$1,400  to  pay  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  D^artmeat  wre- 
cording  revolutionary  land  scrip,  was  redMd  to  ll.'**" 
yeas  18,  nays  13. 
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COLOMBIA. 

Mr.  POINDEXTKR  rose  to  inquire  wheAer  this  Qo- 
Teminent  was  not  in  pos»enion  of  information  of  the 
diwolutton  of  the  Government  of  CokMnbia.  He  believed 
that  it  was  a  fcct  of  veneral  notoriety,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Cdombia  has  oeen  ruptured  in  three  parts — Ve- 
nesueh.  New  Grenadi^  andtiie  prorinee  of  the  equator. 
I  riuU,  mad  he,  if  the  motion  to  strike  out  Colombia, 
which  I  intend  to  make,  is  succeHAil,  move  to  insert  an 
approprtation  fbr  a  chare<  to  Venezuela  and  New  Grena- 
da. If  a  treaty  was  ma^  with  New  Grenada,  where  our 
minister  now  resides,  it  would  be  bimUng  on  that  country 
akme,  and  woidd  be  by  no  means  obligatory  on  Venezuela. 
Believing  Aat  our  commercial  arrangements  with  Vene- 
zuela were  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  that  ^e  ought 
to  be  represented  there  by  a  lUplomytic  affentf  tad  be- 
Uering,  also,  Uiat  there  was  no  earthly  .use  in  having  a- 
minrster  to  Colombia,  a  Government  wbjcb  no  longer  ex- 
isted, he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for 
that  minister,  and  would  follow  it  up,  if  successful,  by  the 
•motion  he  had  just  indicated.. 

Mr.  SMITH  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  the 
motion.  The  minister  was  there  at  a  considerable  ex- 
pense, had  earned  his  salary,  and  must  be  paid.  He 
would,  atid  Mr'.  8.,  be  recalled  during  the  summer.  If 
the  Government  was,  as  aHeged  by  the  gentleman,  split 
into  different  parts,  still  the  minister  was  there,  attending 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  performing 
services  as  important,  perhaps,  as  if  the  country  was 
settled. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  JOHNSTON, 
Mr.  SMITH  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  Preu- 
dent  stated,  in  his  message,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
vitbdraw  the  minister  to  CottHubia,  and  appmnt  a  charg^t 
and  die  bill  was  originally  drawn  with  that  view.  But 
iQbseqnent  information  from  that  country  showed  that  it 
was  necessary  to  continue  the  minister  there,  to  perfect 
some  business  he  bad  commenced;  that,  in  fiict,  it  would 
be  cheaper  to  the  United  States  to  continue  him,  than  to 
recall  htm  and  send  a  charge.  The  House  accordingly 
amended  the  bill  so  as  to  take  away  the  appropriation  for 
a  charge,  and  continue  that  for  the  minister. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  Was  pleased  that  the  Senator  from 
Misrisnppi  had  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
subject.  It  was  perfectly  out  of  the  question  to  nuke  an 
appropriation  for  a  minister  to  a  Government  which  did 
not  exist  even  on  paper.  He  wished  the  Senator  from 
MissisMppi  would  vary  his  motion,  and  graduate  the  re- 
duction so  as  to  meet  the  amount  of  salary  due  the  minister 
for  the  services  he  has  rendered,  and  provide  for  his  re- 
turn hfrnie.  Two  things  suggested  by  his  colleague,  he 
did  not  take  for  grantedt  one  was,  that  the  minister  could, 
under  the  circumstances,  render  any  service  to  the  coun- 
try! the  other,  that  he  would  be  recalled  during  the 
summer. 

Mr.  BELL  objected  to  continuing  a  misnon  to  a  Go- 
vernment that  did  not  exist  even  in  name.  He  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  pay  him  for  the  services  he  bad  rendered, 
and  for  the  ■emoes  he  was  now  renderingf,  in  a  proper 
fonn. 

Mr.  HOLMES  compared  the  embas^  to  Cdbmbia  to 
Sancbo  Panza's  government  of  the  island  of  Barrataria. 
Both  were  ideal  employments.  He  hoped  this  mission 
was  not  a  sample  of  the  reform  promised  by  tlie  adminis- 
tration, and  that  it  would  be  reformed.  It  was  in  vain, 
Mr.  H.  sud,  to  dii^uiae  the  fact  that  our  diplomatic  ex- 
|»enseB  were,  in  some  way,  greatly  increased ;  and,  indeed, 
it  could  not  be  woodereid  at,  if  our  economical  adminis- 
tration thought  it  necessary  that  ve  should  be  represented 
at  imaginary  Governments.  From  what  bad  been  aaid, 
we  inigbt  as  well,  for  any  useful  purpose,  send  a  minister 
to  die  noon  as  to  Cdunbia.  He  did  not  say  we  could 
smd  &  nUsrion  to  the  mooni  but,  iccordin;  to  the  coo- 


stmctitM)  that  hid  been  lately  given  to  a  minister's  repro' 
senting  us  near  a  CQurt,  we  might  have  a  minister  residing 
near  the  moon.  He  would  ask  how  it  was  posnble  for 
us  to  be  represented  at  a  court  that  <^  not  exist,  and  keep 
a  minister  in  pay  there,  in  accordance  with  a  pn^er  system 
of  econOTny. 

Mr.  TYLER  observed  that,  after  tbe  distinct  announce- 
ment of  the  Prendent  that  he  intended  to  recall  tlua 
minister,  the  Senate  oufj^  to  be  satisfied  that  be  would 
be  recalled  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  without  injury  to 
the  public  service.  Besides,  the  minister  was  there,  and 
he  ought  to  be  pwd.  Would  you,  said  he,  by  withholding 
the  salary,  visit  on  the  head  of  the  Prendent?  Mr.  T. 
said  he  should  not  go  into  the  question  whether  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Government  of  Colombia  rendered  the  stay 
of  the  minister  there  useless^  or  otherwise;  the  President 
wss  satisfied  that  be  had  yet  duties  to  pei^fom^  or  he 
would  not  have  been  retained  thus  long.  The  £ss<riu- 
tion'  of  a  Government  did  not  necessarily  render  the 
services  of  a  diplomatic  agent  tiiere  useless.  We  had  a 
minister  in  England;  a  revolution  might  happen,  and 
Scotland  be  cut  off  from  that  country.  Would  it  follow 
th^n  as  a  necessary  crasequence  that  we  must  recall  our 
minister?  A  revolution  had  taken  place  in  the  kingdom 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  Belgium  bad  been  separated  from 
Holland,  and  formed  out  a  separate  kingdom;  yet  our 
lALnlsterwas  still  in  Holland,  ret^ering  important  serricea 
to  his  country.  A  mission,  for  instance,  from  a  (iffeign 
countrr,  is  sent  to  the  United  States,  and  Maine  fbr  a 
valuable  cun«deration  cedes  a  pmtion  of  her  territory. 
Would  the  Govemmml  of  the  United  States  thereby  be 
dissolved,  aAd  the  ndiuster  fimi  it  neceafaaty  to  retura 
home?  ISm  eoaotat  that  the  miiuster^  misnon  cease* 
when  there  is  a  revolution  in  tlie  country  to  wluch  he  ia 
sent. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  after  a  few  words,  in  so  low  a  tone  as 
not  to  be  beard  at  the  distance  the  reporter  is  seated, 
said  he  admitted  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  would  not  be  so  dissolved  by  the  taking  a  slice  off 
from  Maine,  as  to  render  a  nusuon  to  us  useless.  In  like 
manner,  if  the  State  of  South  Cardina  were  to  nulTify  a 
law  of  the  Umon,  the  Union  wouU  not  be  so  d'niolvedt 
nor  is  it  now  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  having  nullified  the 
law  of  the  Und,  and  placed  herself  thus  ur  out  of  the 
Union,  that  a  foreign  minister  would  find  it  necessaiy  to 
return  home.  But  he  could  welt  understand  that,  if  all 
the  States  were  to  separate  from  each  other,  and  set  up 
for  themselves,  a  fore^  nntustpr  could  not  represent  his 
country  at  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  And 
this,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the  case  with  the  fwiner  Government 
of  Ccrforabia.  It  is  split  into  three  separate  States,  who 
have  set  up  fw  tbenuelves,  and  the  name  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Colombia  no  longer  exists. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  FORSTTH,  TAZE- 
WELL, and  SMITH,  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  and 
from  Messrs.  CLAYTON,  JOHNSTON,  CLAV,  POIN- 
DEXTER.  and  HOLMES,  in  ftvor  of  it,  the  question 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  negative,  as  tollows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chamber^  Clay,  CUyton,  Ew- 
ing,'  Foot,  Hsyne,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Miller,  Pmndexter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Sllsbee,  Sprague, 
Tomlinson,  Wa^;aman,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 20. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dallas,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  FtH^tb,  Gnindy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
fUng,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Tip- 
ton, lyier.  White,  Wilkint.— 3L 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  tiie  Senate  as  amended. 

The  clause  makinfr  an  appropriation  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  judiciary  department,  which  had  been 
amended  in  the  committee,  by  increasing  the  appropriation 
from  190,000  to  »350,000,  having  been  read. 

Some  debate  toiA  place  on  the  question  of  concurring 
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in  the  atnendment.  It  was  oppoaed,  on  the  ground  that 
the  estimates  were  not  suffictently  explicit,  and  that  the 
evidence  wasinnifficient 

On  the  other  hand,  the  impractic^iU^  of  niakinr  the 
eftimatea  exaetl;^  naate  with  the  Muna  wtuch  mi^t  be 
required,  waa  urged.  It  waa  atated  that  the  contingendeB 
«i tiiia  department  were  alwa^  Buctuating,  and  depended 
oncircumttancea  not  to  be  foreieen  or  controlled. 

The  question  being*  put  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment, it  waa  decided  as  follows : 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buclcner,  Dallas,  Dud- 
lejr,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kane,  King,  Mutgum,  Mircy, 
Bobinaon,  Smith,  Tipton,  White. — 15. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Charaben,  Cb^,  Clnrton,  Ew- 
ing.  Foot,  F<»ayth,  Uayne,  Hili,  Johnston,  Miller,  Moore, 
Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Robbuu,  Riundeiv  Bqnanonr, 
Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tomlimon,  Tyler,  wagnman,  Web- 
ster, Wilkins— 34. 

So  tfie  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  theunmdment. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

WXBKXSDAT,  ApKIL  18. 

VACCINATION  OF  INDEAN8. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  then  proceeded 
to  consider  tiie  bill  to  provide  for  extending  the  benefits 
of  vaccination  among  the  Indiana.  The  queation  waa  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  This  bill  led  to  a  diiCQaBion, 
whidi  consumed  the  whole  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  waa  altogether  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  roeaaure.  He  was  hostile  to  any  step  for 
the  introduction  of  vaccination  among  those  who  had 
been  the  bitter  and  constant  enemy  of  tbe  first  settlers. 
Be  oppoaed  the  bill  also,  l>ecause  it  was,  in  his  view,  a 
biU  more  for  the  benefit  of  Indian  wents  and  the  other 
parties  dedgnated  in  the  bill,  than  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Indians.  He  considered  the  experiment  which  the 
bill  authorized  as  equally  useless  and  dangerous,  and  one 
to  which  force  alme  would  compel  the  Indiana  to  submit 
He  questioned  also  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Con- 
greaa  to  take  this  step,  any  more  than  to  make  an  appro- 
priation to  check  the  progress  of  the  plague  in  Algiers. 
He  contended  that  the  money  asked  for  would  be  insuffi- 
cient, and  that  Congress  would  be  subjected  to  fresh  calls. 
He  asked  for  tiie  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  bill  was  further  opposed  in  ita  original  form  by 
Mr.  EWING  and  others,  on  the  ground  that  it  gave  to 
the  Preridentan  unrestricted  right  to  appoint  agents,  and 
to  extend  his  patronage^  that  It  opened  a  door  to  fraud 
on  the  Indians,  and  on  the  Government;  and  that  it  was 
more  likely  to  convert  the  Indians  into  enemies  than 
friends. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  by  Mr.  WHITE 
andothcra  that  this  was  a  measure  called  for  by  humanity 
and  expedient;  the  gloomy  picture  of  the  miserable 
condition  of  the  In^ana  who  were  afflicted  whh  the  small 
pox,  dyti^  In  such  numhera  that  the  dead  lay  imburied, 
from  a  prmted  document  in  possession  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  8PRAGUE  argued  that  the  bill  provided  against 
any  fhiudulent  |iracticc%  by  authorizing  the  employment 
of  regular  practitioners,  who  would  not  atoop  to  the  piac- 
ticc  of  frauds. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  an  incidental  disciisuon 
arose  in  consequence  of  a  reference  made  by  Mr.  FOOT 
to  an  item  in  one  of  the  documents  just  hud  on  tiie  table, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  certam  suma,  amounting  to 
$16,000,  had  been  paid  to  John  H.  Eaton  and  John  Cofl^ee, 
as  commiasioners  to  treat  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
Indians  in  1830  and  1831.  This  clause  waa  at  first  view-, 
ed  by  Mr.  HAYNE  and  Mr.  FOOT  as  evidence  that  these 
individuals  had  received  hrge  emoluments  from  Uie  trea- 
suty  aa  eommisnoneni,  while  Mr.  Eaton  waa  receiving  a 


salary  as  Secretary  of  War.  On  a  litde  examination,  how- 
ever, it  appeared  that  this  aum  atated  was  the  amcuDt 
paid  to  meet  the.  expenses  of  making  the  trea^,  uid 
thi^  Mr.  Eaton  had  declined  receiving  any  compoMtioa 
as  comndammer. 

Some  remarks  were  also  made  bearinghardon  tiiePre- 
^dent  R)r  having  appointed  -to  office  men  who  had  been 
rejected  by  the  Senate.  It  appeared  by  the  printed  docu- 
ments titat  Wharton  Bector,  Mr.  Stambaugh,  and  Mr. 
Gardiner,  all  of  whom  bad  been  rejected  by  the  Senate, 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Present,  subsequently,  to 
offices  of  trusti  and  that  the  expenditure  of  la^  nmi 
had  been  committed  to  them.  This  practice  of  selecting 
men  for  office  who  had  been  rejected  the  Senate,  wu 
denounced  in  emphatic  tenns  by  Mr.  HATNE,  Mr. 
SPRAGUE,  and  others,  and  defended  by  Hr.  FORSYTH 
and  others. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  Mr. 
EWINGmoved  to  recommit  it,  wiUi  instructions  to atiike 
out  the  exceptionable  parts  of  the  bill.  As  it  was  uiged, 
howew,  by  Mr.  WHITE,  tiiat  the  bill,  unless  passed  iat- 
meduttdy,  would  not  effect  the  humane  (ri>ject  vhich  it 
had  in  view,  Mr.  EWING  withdrew  his  propontion,  to 
enable  Mr.  WHITE  to  move  a  reconrideration  of  die  vote 
by  which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  *u 
aa  to  give  an  opportunity  to  amend  it. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  having  been  agreed  to,  Uie 
bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  its  second  section,  modi- 
fying the  third  so  as  to  authorize  the  calling  in  of  such 
physicians  only  as  are  resident  in  the  vicinity  of  the  In- 
dians, or  on  the  frontier,  and  by  reducing  the  ^proprit- 
tion  from  13,000  to  #6,000. 

In  this  form  the  amendment  waa  ordered  to  be  engnm- 
ed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS-— Messrs.  Bell, Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Dallu. 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghu^ 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Man^, 
Prentias,  Bobbins,  Bobinam,  Biun^ea,  Bqrmour,  Sihbe^ 
Smith,  Sprague,  TomUnson,  Webster,  White,  WiUdi*— 
30. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dickerson,  Hayne, 
Mangum,  itUer,  Moore,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Wag- 
gaman. — 11. 

JUDICIARY  EXPENSES. 

Mr.  FOBSYTH  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  Senate  yesterday  refused  to  concur  with  the  Commit, 
tee  of  the  Whole,  in  the  amendment  to  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  to  strike  out  the  sum  of  ^190,000  for  the  con- 
tingencies of  ihc  judicial  department,  and  insert  $250,000- 
Having  made  the  motion,  Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table,  in  order  that  it  might  be  taken  np  when 
the  appropriation  hill  should  again  be  before  the  Senate. 

PORTUGUESE  VESSELS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PORSYTH,  the  Senate  then  pro^ 
cecded  to  connder  the  bill  to  exempt  Portuguese  itmea 
from  the  payment  of  duties  on  tonnage. 

The  biU  having  been  read,  Mr.  WEBSTER  suffieited 
that  the  proviso  would  be  the  better  for  a  Bttle  nttber 
examination,  and  for  a  modification  of  its  language,  so  as 
to  render  it  more  succinct. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moiled  the  clause  accordhigly, 
the  bill  was  then  cffdered  to  be  ci^roased  for  a  uum 
reading. 
The  Senate  Oen  adjourned. 

Thtthbdat,  Afbil  19. 
APPROPRIATION  DILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  Uie  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  unfinidied  business  of  yesterday,  beiog  the  gen^ 
qipropriatioD  bill. 
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OufJU  to  France. 


Some  slight  diacus»on  took  place  on  the  amendment 
appropriatinr  |13,000  for  the  General  Land  Office,  being 
an  mere  Me  of  ^000  from  the  appropriation  of  last  year. 

Mr.  POENDEXTER  asked  fi>r  the  yaa  andnayi  on  the 
queilion  of  concurring  in  this  amendment  tad  they  vere 
ordered.  He  then  stated  the  objections  which  were 
urged  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  against  this  amendment 
These  oti^ections  were,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  House  were  ennged  in  an  examination  with 
a  view,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary,  to  report  a  bill 
contatiuiw  the  additional  appropriaition;  and  that  the  con- 
dition ottbe  office  was  not  such  as  to  entitle  it  to  any 
especial  favor. 

Mr.  KING,  Mr.  FORSYTH,  and  Mr.  SMITH,  stated 
that  the  office  could  not  go  on  without  this  appropiiattoni 
that  every  thing  was  now  at  a  stand;  that  there  were  forty 
thousand  patents  for  lands  in  the  office  to  be  filled  up,  and 
no  money  to  purchase  the  parchment;  and  that  there  was 
no  danger  of  waste,  as  toe  accounts  must  be  passed  by 
tiie  proper  officer. 

Mr.  POINDEXTERansweredtbatthefinUidal commit- 
tees of  both  Houses  had  reported  f9,000,  promising  to 
give  more,  if  on  eiamination  it  ^lould  be  found  neces- 
aary;  that  the  comnussioner  bsd  asked  f 18,000t  apd  that 
he  would  be  better  employed  in  economizing  the  expen- 
ditures of  his  office,  than  in  carrying  on  newspaper  cor- 
respondence. 

After  a  few  words  on  the  same  aide  from  Mr.  EWING, 
the  questiw  on  concurring  widk  the  Committee  oi  the 
Whole  in  tbor  aniendinent  was  taken,  and  decided  as 
'foUows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  BU>b,  Dallaa,  Diekerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  iQng, 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Moore,  Ruggles,  Stobinswi,  Smith,  Tip- 
ton, Troup,  White,  Wilkins  31. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Swing, 
Foot,Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Johnston,  AtiUer,  Pmndexter, 
Prentiss,  Robbing  Seyinour,  Silsbee,  TomUnson,  Tylefi 
Wa^man,  Webster.— 18. 

So  the  amendment  wu  eoncoired  in. 

OUTFIT  TO  FRANCE. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  tiieir  amendment  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  the  outAt  to  France^ 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysi  whidi  were 
(»dered.  He  then  briefly  adverted  to  the  nature  of  the 
contingent  fund,  and  the  uses  to  which  it  bad  been  ap- 
plied. He  stated  that  out  of  this  fund  were  paid  the 
agents  who  were  sent  into  the  South  American  States  to 
ascertain  their  condition,  before  we  sent  ministers  thither. 
Out  of  this  fund  messengers  who  are  sent  out  with  de- 
qiatches  receive  their  allowance.  Mr.  Pleasants  was  paid 
out  of  this  fiind  for  cariyii^  de^Mtches  to  Brazil-  Mr. 
Cook  drew  from  this  fiind  the  five  thousand  dolbn  wUch 
be  received  for  bis  services.  These  were  contingent  ser- 
vices, and  were  correctly  paid  for  from  the  contingent 
fund.  But  this  fund  could  not  be  properly  applied  toob- 
jects  specific  in  their  character,  and  for  which  specific  ap- 
propriations are  required.  If  they  are  paid  out  of  this 
fund,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  loan,  and  the  amount  must  be 
refiinded.  Unless  an  outfit  should  be  granted,  no  mission 
could  be  sent  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  draw  no  outfit  until 
it  was  given  to  him  by  this  bill.  It  had  been  sud  that  Mr. 
Randolph  drew  his  outfit  hoca  this  fiind.  If  so,  it  was  pro- 
bably because  there  was  no  other  fund  within  reach  of  the 
Executive.  He  assured  the  Senate  that  he  was  confirmed 
in  the  opimon  he  had  before  expressed,  that,  unless  Prance 
should  be  left  in  the  bill,  there  would  be  no  miuster  sent 
to  France  after  tiie  return  of  Mr.  Rlve^  until  Congress 
diould  again  be  in  seauon,  except  in  (he  event  of  some 
neat  chjuoge,  such  aa  a  war  hi  Europe.  The  Prenident 
aid  oonrider  that  the  itiildiif  out  <tf  the  word  *'Fnuice" 


would  be  tantamount  to  a  declaration  that  no  minister 
should  be  sent  to  that  court. 

[The  CHAIR  reminded  the  Senator  from  Maryland  that 
it  was  out  of  (ttder  to  allude  to  the  opinions  of  tiie  Exeoa- 
tive.] 

Mr.  SWTH  thought  he  was  not  out  of  order,  but  ad- 
mitted the  impropriety  of  such  reference.  It  had  been 
sud  that  the  diplomatic  expense  had  increased;  but  no 
apeciftc  items  of  increase  had  been  exhibited  on  paper. 
He  stated  tliat  the^  had  not  increased.  During  the  four 
years  of  the  administration  of  General  Jackson,  if  the  ap- 
propriations now  under  conaideration  ^ould  pass,  the 
expenses  for  diplomacy  would  have  been  9801,500.  D»> 
ducting  $99,000  for  the  uusNtm  to  Constantinople,  it  would 
leave  $702,500  as  the  aggregate  expenses;  and  this  would 
be  less  by  $25,000  than  the  expenditures,  under  the  same 
head,  during  the  administration  of  &Ir.  Adams.  He  con- 
sidered that  these  things  are  always  examined  according 
to  the  old  principle  of  "  your  bull  or  mine."  He  wanted 
to  create  no  expenses,  and  no  one  could  properly  prefer 
such  a  charge  agunst  him.  It  was  a  very  easy  thing  for 
any  Senator  to  ^t  up,  and  make  charges  of  extravagance 
ag«nBt  this  administration,  and  to  prove  it  in  figures  also. 
He  had  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to  take  the  two  lowest 
years  of  Mr.  Adams's  adnunistration,  and  the  two  highest 
of  that  of  General  Jackson,  and  the  thing  was  done.  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  bad  made  a  speech  of  that 
sort  at  a  former  sesnon,  and  he  had  answered  him,  and 
completely  refitted  turn.  But  what  was  done?  Just  be- 
fore the  election  came  oo,  this  speech  was  pubUabed  in  tite 
Baltimore  papers.  Persons  came  to  him  and  said,  **  Is 
this  BO?"  He  fortunately  happened  to  have  the  notes  of 
his  answer,  and  he  was  able  to  recollect  every  vKntd  he 
had  8ud  in  repl^,  and  to  put  tfaft  thing  down  at  once.  He 
read,  in  conclusion,  a  paper  containing  a  statement  of  these 
expenditures  of  the  last  two  years,  to  show  that  they  vere 
about  tiiree  millions  less  than  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  that,  as  the  Senator  had  made  audi  di- 
rect reference  to  him,  he  was  bound  to  make  an  observa- 
tion in  reply.  He  repelled  the  suggestion  that  he  had 
pursued  any  course  which  was  not  atrictiy  honorable. 
Charges  of  dishonorable  conduct  could  never  reach  him. 
As  to  the  speeches  he  had  made,  they  were  before  the 
world,  and  tbe  Senator  was  at  Itbertv  to  answer  them  aa 
he  pleased.  In  the  Senate,  the  repfjr  which  the  Senator 
refismd  to  u  so  conclusive,  was  delivered  in  such  an  uiv- 
der  tone  that  it  could  not  be  heard.  It  would  not  be  be- 
conung  in  him  to  q>eak  harshly  of  a  Senator  of  the  stand- 
ing, age,  and  experience  of  me  Senator  from  Maryland. 
Mr.  SMITH.  Omiti^. 

Mr.  F.  resumed,  and  referred  to  his  course  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  penuon  bill,  he  being  at  the  head  of  the  pen- 
aiwi  committee.  He  aiked  if  the  Senator  meant  to  de- 
signate that  bill  as  his  lull-  He  ^sclaimed  any  perMHud 
interest  in  tint  biU.  He  had  no  relative  who  owild  be  be- 
nefited by  it.  He  had  merely  endeavored  to  <fischarge 
his  duty  Mthfiilly  and  fearlesdy.  He  had  never  ^en 
cause  to  any  one  to  charge  him  with  neglect  of  duty. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  had  said  that  the  contin- 
gent fimd  was  not  made  applicable  to  outfits.  A  few  years 
since,  a  number  of  diplomatic  agents  were  sent  abroad 
durit«g  the  recess,  s^  a  number  were  recalled.  There 
were  sent,  during  the  reces^  fimr  ntirasters  and  Ibur 
charge  and  their  outfiu  amounted  to  $54,000.  The 
questiop,  as  it  vrta  then  put  by  him,  was,  out  of  what  fund 
were  these  outfits  paid  ?  The  Senator  from  Maryland  had 
replied  that  there  was  a  fund  at  the  department — a  diplo- 
matic fiind,  out  of  which  the  outfits  were  taken.  The  Se- 
nate was  called  on  at  the  next  seanon  to  make  appropria- 
tions fhr  the  amoant.  The  Senator  now  says  that  one 
fiind  is  fiv  secret  services,  and  not  to  be  applied  to  these 
purpoees.  Whether  that  is  the  diplomatie  lund,  to  whidi 
the  Senator  fonnerly  reftrred,  he  knev  not.  llw  otfaef) 
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he  believedi  did  not  coatdn  so  Urge  mn  unount  u  wu 
then  required.  The  Senator  had  said  that  if  France 
ihould  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill  no  minister  would  be 
•ent  to  France  until  the  next  session  of  Con|^reaa.  He 
fMinndered  tins  as  the  btron^est  reason  for  striking  out 
When  it  is  found  that,  in  the  case  JmUan  agents,  men, 
who  had  been  nominated  and  rejected,  renominated  and 
re-rejected,  are  afterward,  put  into  these  isme  offices  as 
soon  as  ihe  Senate  had  adjiDumed,  it  was  time  to  be  vigilant. 

Mr.  SMITH  expluned.  stating  that  he  had  the  high- 
est opinion  of  the  industrvi.  fidelity,  and  zeal  of  the  Sena- 
tor fixuD  Connecticut,-  and  should  feel  regret  if  he  had  Hid 
.any  thing  to  offend  him. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  observed  that  the  expoaitipn  given  by 
the  Senator  from  Hatyland  removed  the  neccaaity  for 
continuing  thq  wptopnatioti.  The  whde  mtter  turned 
on  the  power  of  uie  President  over  the  crartingent  fund; 
and  the  Senator  from  Mairland  had  given  the  true  expo- 
■ition.  This  fund  wasat  toe  disposal  of  th^  President  for 
contingencies'.  .  When  any  part  was  applied  for  publiQ 
purposes,  the  expenditure  wasmade  public;  when an^  por- 
tion was  appropriated  fv  secret  services,  the  certificate 
of  the  Presideqt.of  the  fact  was  the  only  voucher  required. 
The  Senator  had  admitted  that  any  extraordinary  service 

£'  re  the  President  power  over  this'  fund.  He  may  pay 
r  any  contit^nt  object;  or  ma^  borrow  the  amounC  to 
be  replaced  when  the  ttwisaction  IS  made  public.  Where, 
then,  was  the  necessity  for  an  appropriation  'in  this  case' 
It  was  not  pretended  uiat  the  fund  was  insufficient  to  met^t 
the  requintion.  If  it  vwa,  the  pn^er  course  would  be  to 
increase  itj    .  ^ 

He  was  n<A  dt^osed  to  make  appropriationB  for  sp- 
pointneots  during  the  recess.  He  did  not  wish  to  encou- 
rage the  i»«otioc^  Midfot>4hia  reason,  that  the  Senate  then 
bMomes.  in  some  degree,  comnuttedt  because,  when  the 
nonunation  wu  sent  in,  the  minister  was  already  abroad, 
and  engaged  in  the  duties  of  hU  mission.  He  thought  it 
wrong  to  encourage  the  practice.  Mr.  Rives  was  appoint- 
ed during  the  recess.  It  was  a  proper  appointment,  and 
be  had  no  &ult  to  ^tid  with  it.  .Both  the  mmisters  to  Engy 
land  were  appointed  di^riog  tiw  recess^  This  ought  not 
to  be  encoun^;ed.  It  was  right  that  the  Senate  diould 
have  the  nommationt  before  mem  to  act  upon  without  any 
prejuiUce.  In  a  recent  case,  the  Senate  had  beard  it  sud 
that  the  public  interest  was  put  in  jeopardyt  that  import- 
ant negotiations  were  pending;  that  the  recall  of  a  minister 
mij^t  t)e  deemed  cause  for  war.  This  ought  to  prevent 
the  Senate  from  continuing  tiie  practice.  In  cases  of 
deatbt  or  other  unexpected  contingency,  the  President 
baa  power  to  make  ajpp(»ntmenta  during  the  recefs.  But 
whenever  he  exercises  this  power,  shouldttnot.be  re- 
garded as  an  extraordinary  occurrence?  It  should  be  a 
case  of  a  vacancy  happening,  not  one  which  is  fore- 

^60,  and  may  be.guarded  against  in  the  ordinary  y/*y- 
Hr.  Rivea  is  to  come  home  during  the  recess,  in  virtue 
.of  an  understanding  with  the  President,  it  can  scarcely  be 
correct  to  say.  the  vacancy  happens^  and  the  Pre»dent 
ought  not  to  make  any  appnntment  unless  the  vacancy 
happcni  during  the  recess)  and  when  It  doea  so  happen,, 
he  has  this  fiuia  to  go  to.  He  would  vote  fw  striking  out 
the  appropriation. 

.  Mr.  FORSYTH  adverted  to  the  ^ase  ot  Hr.  Rurik.  It 
was  understood  that  he  was  to  come  home,  and  proviuon 
wai  made  for  his  successor.  This  had  not  been  conwder- 
ed  in  the  %ht  of  a  contingency.  Hr.  Rives  was  about  to 
retam.  not  on  account  of  embarrMsments^  but  (or  the  sake 
ofhis  health.  Paris  did  agree  with  him  in  the  winter; 
and  be  bad  determined  not  to  pass  another  winter  there, 
unless  the  public  sernce  rendered  it  necenary.  T^e  Fre- 
ndent  had  mformed  the  Senate  that  nothing  but  a  contin- 
gency would  prevent  the  return  of  Mr.  Uves.  He  did 
not  wonder  tut  gentlemen  on  the  otiier  ade  threw  the 
Pmident  on  the  contii^^^  fund,  becaufe  they  hadjil- 


wayt  contended  that  he  ought  to  use  it;  but  he  wondered 
that  gentlemen  on  his  side  could  hU  into  the  errqr. 

He  referred  to  the  recommendation  by  Mr.  Jefieraon 
of  specific  appropriations  for  any  ob.ject  susceptible  of 
specification.  Here  was  a  qwcific  object,  and  a  q>ecific 
appropriation  was  the  proper  course.  He  hoped  that 
uose  who  did  not  deare  to  prevent  the  appaintment  of  a 
minister,  would  vote  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  HOLMES  remarked,  briefly,  on  the  nature  of  the 
contingency  that  would  justify  the  President  in  resrating 
to  this  fund,  and  insisted  that  thia  case  would  present  a 
contingency  of  that  character. 

Mr.  HAYNE  expressed  his  gratification  at  some  of  the 
views  which  had  fiulen  from  Senators  on  the  stdiject  of 
ecoQomyl  because  it  might  be  prot^wtive  of  advantage  to 
the  cMuitry.  tie  theq  mlbrmed  the  Senate  that  he  had 
taken  great  pains  to  DudLe  a  statement,  derived  from  offi- 
cial sources,  of  the  expeoditureib  exclusive  of  the  public 
debt,  for  some  yean  past  Turn  ttat  itatcment  he  read 
the  following  extract: 

1822.  -      -  »9,877,000 

1823.  -      -  9.789.000 

r  Including  five  mit 

1824.  •      -      15,730,000  <    lions  under  the 

/    Fkirida  treaty. 

1835.  -      -  11.340.000 

1836.  T  -  }3,003,000 
1827,  -  -  12,650,000 
182^  -  -  13,296,000 
1339.  -  .  13,660.000 
,1830,       -      -  13,229,000 

Showingtiia^  the  average  of  the  four  first  yean  after 
the  reduction  of  the  arB^  waa  ten  miUrooa.  and  the  ave- 
rage of  the  four  last  y^an  above  thirteen  nullions,  bang 
an  annual  increase  of  .three,  milfioos.    Thus  had  the  «• 

Eenditures  of  the  Government  increased.  He  had  pkdged 
imself  to  present  to  the  Senate  a  full  and  explicit  account 
of  the  expenditures  of  this  Goverament;  and  he  waa  now 
enga^d  in  preparing  a  statement  of  every  particular  ex.- 
penditur^  under  every  separate  iton.  Ue  bad  been  at 
gteat  puns  to  possiess  biouelf  of  this  information;  and 
when  he  bad  reduced  U  to  an  explidt  form,  be  btended 
to  call  fbr^imates  next  year,  lowing,  in  tiie  ctwrespond- 
ing  columns,  the  ezpenStures  of  previoua  years.  It  was 
his  object.  In  all  cases,  to  obtain  the  Why  and  wherefore 
of  every  expenditure.  Thus  abuses  mijnit  be  checked. 
It  was  said  tiie  Government  had  been  eiUBrging,  and  the 
P9pulation  was  increasing.  But  he  did  not  understand, 
ezactiy,  how  the  increase  of  population  waa  to  inareaae 
the  ej^wnditurea  of  the  Govemment'  Sotpe  <i€  our  ex- 
penaea  wen  decreawig  of  thenwelves.  and  there  wece 
otben  wluch  did  not  require  to  be  enluwed.  Tbc  pen- 
siohs  are  decrearing  annually  in  amount;  the  expenditures 
fpt  the  army  and  uie  navy  are  not  on  tiie  increase;  and 
be  saw  no  reason  why  the  diplomatic  expenses  should  be 
increased,  or  those  of  the  judiciary:  although  be  was 
aware  that  the  latter  most  depend  oninrcumataaceswUch 
would  give  to  them  a  fluctuating  chaiacter. 

At  it  pn^er  time  be  prvnosed  to.Mibnit  to  the  Senate 
rewdutions  calling  for  detuu  of  informatioa. 

As  to  the  question  before  the  Saoate.  the  gentlemaa 
from  Geotgia  oad  said  that  the  appropriation  fw  this  oat- 
fit  might  be  made  at  this  or  the  next  session.  He  would, 
then,  prefer  that  it  should  be  m«de  at  the  next,  becaose 
he  thou|^t  it  proper  that  the  sppoiatment  of  the  ouiw- 
ter  shotud  be  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oonaeot  of  the 
Senate,  unlesssome  exttaordinaty  contingen<nr  shotdd  re- 
quire UM  appniriment  during  the  recev.  At  n  was  stated 
that  Mr.  Kives  would  not  return  until  the  hO,  be  would 
rather  up  iipptMnljnent  abould  be  made  until  af^r  the 
commencement  of  the  eeiiitKi^ 

Mr.  SMITH  adnutted  the  aocuacy  of  the  atMement 
mwic  br  tiw  Senator  Am  Maine,  birt  nggeated  that,  as 
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the  ^ntleman  was  not  in  CongreM  in  1S2S,  1823,  he  was 
not  mtimately  aequunted  vith  aome  cireumstimcea,  which 
aeemed  to  show  that  he  had  cairlcd  his  statement  too  far 
back.  He  reminded  the  Senator  that,  about  that  time, 
there  had  been  a  recommendation  from  Mr.  Crawford  to 
appropriate  800,000  dollars  a  year  for  the  object  of  forti- 
ficationn.  That  had  been  continued  for  some  time.  The 
army  accounts  were  mostly  paid  off  by  1818.  When  Mr. 
Monroe  asked  fur  a  loan  of  five  millions,  it  was  thouf^ht 
so  extraordinary  a  request,  that  Congress  immediately 
began  to  look  into  the  fimuieial  concerns  of  the  country, 
and  to  cut  down  the  enendttures;  refusing  to  concur  m 
any  appropriation  which  oould  be  done  without.  I'he 
appropriations  (ts  the  fbrtifications  were  reduced,  aud 
•ther  Tents  (br  money  were  closed.  The  first  four  years 
vught  notto  becounted.  Congress  went  OR«utting  down 
until  the  treasury  was  brought  into  a  sound  state.  Then 
the  expenditures  were  restored  to  their  accustomed  scale. 
When  there  was  money  in  the  treasury.  Congress  went 
Hp  to  the  estimates. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  stated  that  the  operatioDs  of  Congress 
had  forced  extravagance  on  Uiis  administration,  and 
checked  the  reforms  which  the  accounting  officers  at- 
tempted to  introduce.  He  asserted  that  a  resolution  of 
Congress  had  gone  so  br  as  to  cast  a  censure  on  an  ac- 
counting officer  for  doing  according  to  his  construction  of 
the  law.  He  referred  to  the  cases  of  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps,  and  of  the  forfeiture  of  a  pen- 
al^ exacted  from  a  navy  contractor,  in  illustraUon  of  his 
statements. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  sUted  that  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
had  been  most  unfortunate  in  the  sel-jctlun  of  the  cases 
on  which  he  relied,  to  prove  that  extravagance  had  been 
fOrc«i  on  this  administration  by  Congress.  They  were 
cases  of  extreme  hardship,  in  which  Congress  had  found 
it  necessary  to  uttHpose  tiidr  power,  to  protect  indivi- 
duala  from  oppression,  in  consequence  of  tiie  errors  of 
a  public  officer.  He  was  willing  to  try  Congress  on  this 
arraignment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  The  first  case 
had  reference  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers 
of  the  marine  corps.  It  had  been  tlie  uniform  practice 
of  the  Government  to  place  these  officers  on  a  footing 
with  other  officers.  This  was  always  considered  correct, 
until  a  Second  or  Third  Auditor  tmd  determined  other- 
wise. He  found  out  that  tiiis  wu  all  wrong;  that  the  law 
was  not  so;  and  that  the  marines  were  not  entitled  to  &ia 
equalt^  of  footing.  What  did  Congress  do?  They  pass- 
ed, wiuiout  ft  dissentiiw  voice  in  either  House,  a  resolu- 
tion to  enforce  asettled  joint  Construction.  Was  Congress 
to  be  accounted  grulty  of  extravagance  for  this?  Was 
this  one  of  Ae  cases  of  retrenchment  which  the  country 
would  oppose?  He  thought  not.  It  was  a  case  where 
equity  was  defeated  by  a  technical  nicety  of  eonsfhictioD 
on  the  part  of  one  of  the  accounting  officers. 

What  was  the  other  case?  Some  contracts  had  been 
entered  into  with  the  commiasioners  of  the  navy.  They 
contwned  a  stipnlation  tiut  if  the  whole  of  the  articles, 
and  lumber  was  one,  were  not  delivered  by  a  certain  time, 
ten  per  cent,  was  to  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
misaioners.  Accident,  or  du>ection,  or  some  cause,  pre- 
vented the  delivery  in  time.  But  ^Cait  articles  were  lubse- 
quently  delivered,  and  received  by  the  comnusrioners. 
The  auditor  had  found  out  that  here  was  a  forfeiture  of 
the  ten  per  cent.  Was  this  one  of  the  acts  of  retrench- 
ment which  this  administration  wished  to  do,  but  which 
Congress  prevented?  Was  it  equity?  Was  it  law?  Was 
there  law  in  it?  Ought  not  the  forfeiture  to  be  waived 
in  this  case?  Was  not  such  the  practice  in  all  similar 
cases — in  alt  cases  of  the  payment  of  bonds?  After  pay 
day,  when  payments  were  put  off  by  the  consent  of  partieB, 
and  are  finally  received,  was  ihe  forfUture  everennrced? 

Here  the  discussion  was  interrupted  by  a  message  from 
the  Hoaae  of  Bqmsentatives. 
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HOUSTON'S  TRIAL. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  delivered  a  message  from  the 
House,  requesting  of  the  Senate  that  leave  be  given  to 
four  of  .the  memben  of  this  body — ^Fnix  GarirDr, 
Thomas  Ewiits,  Alixavbis  BircKKxn,  and  Joair  Tirroir, 
to  attend  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  testimony  on  the  trial  of  Samuel  Houston,  now 
pending  before  the  House  for  a  breach  of  privilege. 

The  Clerk  having  withdrawn, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that,  as  this  was  a  case  of  emer- 
gency, he  would  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table; 
which  motion  wis  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  leave  was  given  to  the 
Senators  named  to  attend  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  moved  to  lay  the  appropriatton 
bill  on  the  table,  as  the  Senate  would  probably  be  in£s« 
posed  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  tiie 
absence  of  the  Senators.  He  withdrew  his  motion  for  a 
moment,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  FORSYTH,  who  begged  leave  to  explain  that  he 
had  not  designed  to  impute  any  blame  to  Congress  for 
their  interforence  as  to  the  navy  contracts,  -But  he  wish* 
ed  it  to  be  borne  in  mind  tiut  the  officer  was  correct  in 
his  interpretation  of  the  laws. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  the 
practice  of  throwing  responsibility  on  Congress  for  the 
extravagance  of  the  administration.  He  regarded  the 
whole  party  as  reaponsihle  for  the  acts  of  tbetr  administra- 
tiont  and  he  would  rather  see  the  man  be  supported  put 
down,  than  protected  behind  such  a  dlield.  The  Pre^ 
dent  might  mterpose  bis  veto.  He  contended  that,  fbr 
many  years  past,  tiie  tendency  of  our  Government  had 
been  to  become  worse  and  worse;  and  if  he  and  the  other 
friends  of  the  administration  were  to  shelter  themselves 
under  the  idea  that  Congress  was  responsible,  it  was  the 
introduction  of  very  dangerous  principles.  He  thought 
this  remark  due  to  the  country  whico  he  represented. 
He  must  have  shut  lus  eyes  dose  and  long,  not  to  have 
seen  that  the  Government  was  getting  worse. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  asked  whether  the  administration  were 
to  be  made  responmble  for  the  multiplication  of  pensions. 
Should  the  President  veto  the  law,  the  country  would 
immediately  ring,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  with  the 
cruelty  and  injustice  of  which  he  had  been  guilty  in  filch- 
ing the  little  pittance  from  these  unfortunate  persons. 
Every  Senator  knew  the  use  which  had  been  made,  to 
the  injuiy  of  the  Prerident,  of  his  former  veto.  It  would 
be  found  that  the  adnunistration  were  in  a  minority  in 
some  of  the  cases.  Mr.  F.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  carried  in  the  affinmtive. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Fbivat,  Avbil  20. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  stated  that  the  Senators  who  had  yes- 
terday obtained  leave  of  absence  to  attend  the  trial  of 
General  Houston,  had  recdved  penmsnon  fraai  the  Bouse 
to  return  to  the  Senate,  until  they  should  be  notified  that 
their  testimony  was  about  to  be  taken. 

VACCINATION  BILL. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  that  the  Senate  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  to  provide  far  the  vaccination 
of  the  Indians  had  been  ordered  to  a  third  rea^ng.  The 
reason  asngned  for  tiib  motion  was,  that  the  amendments 
made  in  the  bill  were  such  as  to  take  away  all  its  effi- 
ciency. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  having  made  the  motion,  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

APPSOFBIATION  BILL. 
TIm  Senate  then  renioied  the  conrideration  i^  the  b!H 
makhig  apprMriations  fitr  the  support  of  Government 
fcr  the  yew  1833— the  question  benv  on  eottcturinf  with 
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the  Connnittee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  tlie  outfit  of  a  ntinister  to  France. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  regretted  thai,  the  Senate  had 
adjourned  yesterday  at  the  moment  lie  had  risen.  His  apo- 
logy for  saying  a  word  on  this  subject  was  found  in  the 
example  of  the  chaimun  of  tbe  Committee  on  Finance. 
That  Senator  had  deplored,  in  rery  strong  terms,  the 
continuance  of  a  ddiate  which  must  delay  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  so  necessary  to  meet  the  most  pressing  wanU  of 
the  Government.  We  had  all  yielded  to  his  ptnnted  re- 
monstrance, and  the  bill  was  going  on  without  a  word  of 
debate,  when,  on  calling  it  up  yesterday,  the  chairman, 
without  the  slightest  provoeatuRi,  rose  in  his  place,  and 
in  great  exdtement  deliTered  a.  km*  and  animated  »tga- 
ment  to  prove  the  extravagance  of  the  last  administration 
and  the  economy  of  this. 

[Mr.  SUll'H  here  remarked  that  he  did  not  attempt  to 
sliow  extravagance  in  the  Ute  administration.  Be  bad  no 
such  object] 

Be  it  so,  said  Mr.  C.  Let  the  Senator  be  considered  as 
having  no  such  object  as  to  criminate  the  last  administra- 
tion, and  solely  to  design  the  rmdication  of  the  present 
sdmmistrulion  from  the  chsrges  preferred  against  it.  He 
has  interrupted  the  regular  progress  of  this  liigbly  import- 
ant bill  to  present  this  labored  vindication. 
[Mr.  SMITH  here  said  he  bad  not  labored.] 
Tlien,  said  Mr.  C,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  Senator 
has  arrived  ut  results,  and  exhibited  estimates  and  calcu- 
lations, without  labofi  which  certwnly  no  other  member 
can  produce  without  an  exanunadon,  and  with  labor,  too, 
amongst  tlie  documents  and  State  paper*.  But  whether 
for  one  object  or  another— whether  inth  labor  or  with- 
out—bis colleague,  disregarding,  in  hbown  practice,  the 
strong  admonition  by  which  he  bad  proposed  to  regulate 
that  of  others,  had  challei^fed  this  debate.  It  was  not 
proper  to  allow  such  a  discusnon  to  end  where  it  was. 
Mr.  C.  said  that  he  could  not  consent  to  permit  an  argu- 
ment wtiich  be  deemed  so  fallacimis,  to  go  out  to  the 
pablic  without  commentary,  ffir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  issue 
tendered  is  not  the  true  one.  Let  the  people  know  how 
this  matter  stands,  and  they  will  be  at  no  loss  to  finds  right 
verdict,  and  give  a  correct  judgment  What  is  the  true 
state  of  tlie  case?  The  bst  administntion,  pursiring  with 
honest  purpose,  and  by  accustomed  means,  the  best  inte- 
rests of  this  great  and  growing  nation,  were  culiivating 
all  the  eources  of  national  prosperity,  and  faithfully  exe- 
cudog  the  le^slative  will,  by  a  prudent  application  of 
the  resources  of  the  coimtry,  which  the  represenlative* 
of  the  people  chose  to  place  at  their  diwosar    The  pub- 


reform  were  inscribed  on  the  roll  of  Executive  duties  in 
characters  too  legible  to  be  misunderstood." 

The  true  issue,  then,  is  not  whether  this  sdministratioa 
is  mcve  extrav^ant  than  the  last  If  it  be  as  much  so,  this 
text  book  will  denounce  it  as  unfit  to  possess  the  eonfideuce 
of  the  people.  It  would  be  bo  difficult  propoutkia,  he 
believed,  in  a  proper  pUce,  to  establish  the  fttct  tbuit 
bad  expended  larger  sums  tluui  the  former  admioistntioo, 
to  effect  precisely  siinilar  objects;  but  he  denied  the  u- 
thority  ol  the  adversary  party  to  make  this  the  queitioa. 
If  they  will  frankly  and  fully  concede  that  all  dieir  bosgted 
pledges  of  "  reform  and  retrenchment"  have  been  vwUt- 
ed — <hat,  after  eSiectiu  the  purpose  for  which  tbey  wetc 
engendered,  the  expuwun  tnim  office  of  their  ptdtMil 
adveiwries,  they  are  forgotten,  or  admitted  to  be  hollo*, 
empty,  unmeaning  sound,  without  substance — vby,  ttaes, 
we  are  prepared  to  meet  any  other  issue  that  may  be  tea. 
dered.  Sir,  if  this  concession  is  not  made,  it  is  due  to  tn 
abused  community,  it  is  due  to  those  who,  with  honeit 
expectation  of  a  tiur  and  full  execution  of  these  plet^ei, 
have  raised  to  power  tfaoee  who  made  them,  to  provr,  u 
your  State  papei-g  and  records  will  prove,  that  eveiy  pro- 
mise and  prutesston  then  made  is  not  only  broken  but  ti»^ 
gotten,  and  that  now  resort  is  had  to  the  bune  and  in^w- 
tent  plea  that  they  who  made  them  are  not  worse  Uian 
those  whom  they  denounced.  I'o  the  book,  then.  The 
first  item  to  be  noticed  is  the  numberof  clerksaiidufficen 
in  the  Executive  offices.  The  book — the  creed,  de- 
nounces these  Executive  Departments  as  receptacles  for 
idlers  and  superannuated  old  men — "  one  tliird"  more  in 
number  than  the  business  of  the  («ovemiDentrequircd,snd 
stHDe  of  them  **  invalid  pensoners,*'  absolutely  enjoyiDK 
*'  sinecurest"  this  whole  Augesii  stable  was  to  be  devucd 
and  punfied.  Well,  sir,  how  has  the  practice  of  thissd- 
numstraUon  conformed  to  thijt  profeusion?  Are  the  derb 
lessened  in  number?  No  sir,  not  only  nutduiuiuslied,t>ut 
actually  increased.  Are  their  salaries  lessened?  No,  ar, 
not  a  duUari  on  the  contrary,  some  of  them  are  iacmifii 
by  this  bill  now  under  discuseion.  Soaic  of  the  aid  snl 
faithful  servanbi  who  had  passed  their  lives  in  these  offices 
whose  advancing  age  and  tixed  habits  bad  unhtted  ihem 
for  other  employments,  have  been  removed,  it  is  init. 
Yes,  sir,  many  have  been  thrown  upon  tbe  world  ftanj- 
less  as  they  were  blameless,  with  a  heartless  disre^rd  of 
their  misery  and  havoc  inflicted  upon  themselves  tbcir 
furtunei^  their  belplea^  dependent  lauiliea,  w  eventhnr 
well  earned  reputation.  But  why?  was  il  to  promoteresl 
reform,  or  to  advance  the  pubLc  good?  Mo^it  «sato>et 
in  a  host  of  hungry  expccunls  to  devour  witib  greed; 


lie  debt  was  in  a  course  of  rapid  extinguisliment.  the  de-  pet.te  their  sbareof  the  people'ssubstance — opeuly,  pub- 
fences  of  the  country  were  extended,  the  facilities  of! ''<='y '^""^'""^^■'''be  "spuilsol' victory."  \>^M,yovi 


intercommunication  promoted,  the  great  branches  of 
public  prMperity  nurtured,  and  all  our  reUtions  at  home 
and  abroad  presenting  occasion  for  grateful  reflection. 
Thia  was  the  condition  of  things,  when  the  last  adminis- 
tration  found  itself  assailed  by  that  political  party  which 
rose  up  to  prostrate  it,  und  finaHy  succeeded  in  ejectinir 
it  (Vom  office. 


publx  offices,  created  fur  the  good  ul'  the  people,  mil  ibc 
oidy  porpose  of  wtuch  should  ue  to  etlect  that  good,  ud 
advance  the  genend  wel&ue,  are  boldly  elsewhereas  here 
on  this  floor  denomuiHtcd  "spoils"  to  be  "shared^  by 
"victDra."  Was  capacity,  was  fidelity,  was  patnotiMi, 
or  useful  service  to  tiie  nation,  made  the  critenoii  ot'meri^ 
in  selecting  them  ?  Nut  at  alL  Instead  of  capacity  to 
Here,  Mr,  said  Mr.  C,  [holding  up  the  book  conuiningi  cliarge  the  duties  of  ottice,  the  candidate  urged  capntaty 
the  retrenchmentreport,]  hercis  the  text  from  which  that' ^  obiain  votesf  instead  of  fidelity  in  the  pcrtbruiaiice  o> 
par^  drew  its  doctrines:  tliis  is  the  confession  of  faiuJ  official  tiust,  be  boasted  active  zeal  in  prt^agtfiugl^ 
vfhich  that  party  subscribedj  which  they  proclaimed  in' puhtical  tenets;  in  place  of  pau-iottc  devotion  tu  Uiecuuit- 
iiz  thousand  copies  of  this  report  from  tbe  House  of  Re- 1  t^yi  «r  useiul  service  to  thu  nation,  be  churned  denotioo 
presentatives,  and  three  thousand  from  the  Senate  t  which 'and  efficient  service  to  his  party,  a  noigy,  indi»criiiu»siB 
they  published  in  every  city,  town,  village,  and  cross- 1  admir.  lion  of  the  *'  Hereof  Mew  Orleans,"  and  umptwfc 
road,  in  the  Union,  and  reverberated  by  every  partisan  in  I  reckless  condemnation  of  every  man  and  every  mcsaure 
the  country.  Now,  sir,  this  confesson  of  faith  must  bcj  opposed  his  preteiwona.  I'hese,  and  often  Unse 
tbe  criterion  by  which  tfiis  party  is  to  be  ti-icd.  The  pre Ulune,  were  tlie  successful  grounds  uf  claim  to  pruioobunj 
sent  President  was  unaniniously  elected  as  the  organ  who  and  tlie  degree  of  elevation,  the     sliare  oi'  tne  npuJ*." 

.11  —  waspropoiuonnte  to  the  ae*l  and  fury  whicUthe  |iart»*»ii 

had  evinced  in  the  glonhcMtJUuof'hls.dul.  Manyol  ihm* 
**  victors"  were  so  utterly  destitute  uf  other  (juiiuicali«|' 
essentiaUy  necessary,  that  their  own  poUtical  iifaends  yuH* 


was  to  execute  aH  dieir  projects.  He  wta  not  slow  to 
assume  the  responybilitjr  imposed  upon  him.  In  hit  open- 
ug  message,  he  made  hunsclfapoiiBor  for  the  whole  parly 
and  its  creed,  when  be  declared  that    tttrcnelmwBt  and 
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lug  to  tbe  Btrong  and  just  popular  afunioa,  were  obliged 
promptly  to  put  tnem  RMde;  and  in  aome  cases  the  Preaident 
himself  haa  been  eompeUed  to  turn  them  adrift  before  they 
bad  fiiirly  tasted  theu-uita  which  they  fondly  antic»pated as 
theirpromiaed  "reward." 

The  book — the  articles  of  faith— chat||«  agunst  the  late 
ddaunistntion  a  wasteful  expenditure  in  toe  ^plomatic 
departmeot.  Tlieir  pledge  hound  them  to  a  retrencb* 
ment.  How  have  they  redeemed  W  'Why,  ur,>yre- 
calUng  instantly  evesy  minbter  then  abroad,  and  sending 
others  of  their  own  pohtical  tenets,  at  an  immense  ex- 

Eense  of  money,  and  in  some  cases  at  the  sacrifice  of  other 
igh  conaiderationa.  Was  this  because  the  public  inte 
rest  was  thereby  promoted?  Was  it  because  our  ministers 
were  notquali^ed?  Was  it  because  they  had  evinced  a 
want  of  ctHopetcnt  talent,  or  of  patriotic  zeal,  in  discharg- 
ing their  duty?  Not  at  all.  These  **  spoiU"  were  to  be 
distributed;  and  with  such  eager  haste  thd  the  "  victors" 
claim  their  "reward,"  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Colombian 
Government,  General  Harrison,  whose  name  and  reputa- 
tion is  fondly  cherished  by  tlie  nation,  was  recalled  before 
he  had  actually  reached  his  destination,  and  an  active  parti- 
san appointed  his  succeisor,  .who  iji  now  continued  a  full 
tiunister,  w^^en  the  confederate  Government  to  whieh  he 
was  acmdited  ia  dissolved,  and  no  Government  exists 
bearing  even  its  name.  The  chairman  of  tbe  finance 
Committee  says  that  "thcservicea  liave  been  commen- 
surate to  the  expenditures  in  this  administration.'*  Sir, 
this  is  not  in  the  book.  The  last  adminiiitration  said  the 
expenditures  were  honestly  and  usefully  applied,  but  it 
d^  not  arrest  the  crv  of'^"  retrenchment  and  reform." 
But  let  one  instance  illustrate  the  sort  of  Mrrtces  which 
this  administration  conaders  commensurate  to  lar^  ex- 
pen^tures.  A  competent,  ^thful  minister  to  Russia  was 
recalled.  A  distinguialied  successor  taken  from  Virginia, 
was  appointed.  Besides  his  nine  thousand  dollars  outfit, 
and  nine  thousand  salary,  an  immense  expense  was  in. 
currcd  in  sending  liim  out,  and  returning  his  predecessor. 
The  "  commensurate  services"  were  about  ten  days*  resi- 
dence in  Russia,  and  the  remaining  three  hundred  and 
flf^.five  were  passed  in  another  kingdom,  at  the  distance 
of  some  thousand  miles  from  tbe  scene  of  duty. 

The  hook  asserts  the  necessity  of  <'  abolishing  the  con- 
tinent fiind  for  missons."  It  was  supposed  to  be  the 
fniitfttl  source  of  mischief. — controlled  solely  by  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary,  and  altogether  unnecessary. 
Well,  sir,  how  stands  the  fiict  in  regam  to  this  item Has 
it  been  discontinued  ?  Not  at  alL  Ttus  IhU  appropriates 
tlurty  thousand  doUara  (or  this  fund.  Not  only  is  it  con- 
tinueid  under  this  "econon^l"  admiiuitration,  but  an 
accumulated  sum  of  about  one  bundled  thounnd  dollars 
allowed  to  the  late  administration,  and  not  expended  by 
them,  has  been  disbursed,  in  addition  to  appropriations 
made  since  they  came  into  power.  His  colleague  had 
used  harsh  language  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  compari- 
son adopted  by  tlie  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Foot.] 
It  was  not  bis  intention  to  apply  towards  his  ecdleague 
any  offeuiTe  cxprenioni  buC  after  hit  very  warn  bn- 
guage  on  this  8id}ject,  it  was  pasaii^  stranB|e  that  he  should 
refer  to  "appropriations"  for  "continent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse,"  and  yet  omit  the  weightier  matter  of 
"  disbursements^ "  omit  to  say  one  word  about  the  accumu- 
lation wbicli  tlie  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  proved  by 
the  public  documents.  His  colleague  haid  also  referred 
to  sundry  items  of  "  extraordinary  expenditures"  in  our 
dipkmatie  coneema  during  tbe  present  admiiuaba&in; 
aodyti^  boasting  as  he  does  ofa  perfect  qiirit  of  fiuraeis, 
be  tus  not  pmnted  out  one  in  the  last  administration. 
Certainly  it  was  fen-  some  other  reason  than  that  the  docu- 
inenta  did  not  show  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  it  is  Uke  all  otlier 
of  the  lai|^  profesMons  of  the  ptr^  who  put  out  this 
**book.'*  bideed,tbe  coune  of  debate  here  is  a  con- 
of  tfke  total  Aibire  to  rcaliie  the  plst^  which 


was  held  forth  and  paraded  even  in  the  ^pe  of  an  "  in- 
scription on  the  Executive  roll."  This  Executive  banner 
waived  high,  and  caught  the  fancy  and  the  hopes  of  thou- 
sands by  its  alluring  motto,  "  retrenchment  and  reform." 
Crowds  gathered  to  the  standard,  and  overwhelmed  all 
reaistance  to  the  mardi  of  those  who  had  unfurled  iL 
Uavii^  effected  itt  purpose  in  gaining  the  vietory,  wbat 
arc  its  ■*rewardytothe  '•countty'*— to  the  "whole  peo- 
ple?" Favorites  and  partisans  are  ''rewarded}"  but  vbat 
does  the  "nation"  ^in?  Why,  nr,  they  are  mocked 
and  evaded  when  they  demand  a  fulfilment  of  engage- 
ments made  by  this  paKy  text,  and  reassiimed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive messi^.  They  are  now  told,  "it  is  not  tbe&uU 
of  tbe  Executive,  but  of  Con^resa,  that  so  large  expendW 
tures  are  disbursed)  the  President  must  execute  the  law, 
and  the  law  directs  the  expenditure."  The  people— 
the  deluded  people,  will  ask  if  the  C  onf;reas  did  not  dtiect 
the  expenditures  in  Mr.  Adams**  administration — if  be  was 
not  bound  to  execute  the  law)  and  yet  it  did  not  prevent 
tbe  eternid  cry  of  "reform  and  retrenchment."  They 
may,  and  probably  wilt,  also  ask  if  this  said  wicked  and  ex- 
travagant Congreaa  had  not  been  broiwht  into  being  by 
tbe  same  party  which  elevated  the  duef  Magiatratei  whe- 
ther, from  that  time  to  this,  his  poHtica]  friends  have  not 
formed  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  Congress.  Driven 
by  these  unwelcMne  renunibcences,  the  sdnunistnlion  re- 
sorts to  this  humiliating -apoltwy:  "Why,  we  are  not 
more  extravagant  than  our  pret&cessors!"  Sir,  this  pka 
cannot  be  sustained,  whether  issue  be  taken  upon  the  law 
or  the  fiict.  It  does  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  those  who 
heaped  unmeasured  censure  upon  the  last  administrati<m 
for  waste  and  extravagance  now  to  erect  it  into  a  ftir 
standard  by  which  their  own  expenditures  are  to  be  gra- 
duated. But  if  they  could  be  permitted  to  dtelter  them- 
selves under  such  a  defence,  the  &x:ts  will  not  sustain  them. 
The  table  exhibited  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  UATas,]  prepared,  as  he  tells  ua,  with  great  care 
and  accuracy,  gives  the  following  sums  as  the  totid  ex- 

Eenditures,  exuunre  of  piqrmenti  on  account  of  tbe  pub- 
c  debt: 

For  1835         -         -         -   911.490,459  94 

6  -         -         -     13,062,316  27 

7  -  -  -  13,653,095  65 
6  -  ■  -  13,396,041  45 
9         .         -         -     13,660,490  63 

30  -         -         ■     13,339,633  33 

31  .         ■         ■     13,918,708  99 

Now,  ur,  letit  be  remembered  tha^  in  additi<m  to  thjese 
incressed  and  inerea^ng  c^enfitures,  there  should  be  a 
la^^  allowance  taa  nuns  wlueh  had  been  refused  for  that 
most  important  mafter  of  internal  improvement.  A  sy*- 
tern  was  regularly  and  happily  prt^^resnng  under  the  last 
admitustration,  vitally  afiecting  the  whole  value  of  the 
country,  calling  into  exercise  its  fiumlties  for  rapid, 

intimate,  and  profitable  intercommunication,  cementing 
its  mrioaB  and  distant  portion^  bin^ng  our  wbde  peo- 
ple in  ties  of  ndni^  and  consanguitutyt  a  system,  to  ^xth 
mote  which  is,  in  my  humble  judgment,  one  of  the  most 
imperative  as  well  as  one  of  the  moat  dewrable  and  use- 
ful objects  for  which  this  Government  was  organized. 
How  has  it  &red  with  this  "  reforming,  retrenchment** 
adnunistration.  Reformed  into  a  state  c«  non-existence- 
lost  sight  of— abandoned — vetoed.  Yes,  nr,  at  one  swccf^ 
a  lighthouse  bill,  involving  an  expenditure  of  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollan^  the  disbursement  of  wUch  would  have 
left  traces  of  useful  improvement  scattered  through  all 
parts  of  the  Union  for  generations  to  come,  was  rejected. 
Your  turnpike  road  biU,  your  canal  bills,  rejected.  And 
yet  your  total  expenditures  are  increased.  Are  the  stuns 
thusrefused  to  useful  objects  made  to  sweHtbeamMUitaf 
"qwils"  and  "rewards"  distributed  to &T0fifeesr 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  bsred  Vtm  "inscription  on  the  Exeai- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


807 


GALES      SEATON'B  REGISTER 


SSVATB.] 


me. 


[Arm  30, 1833. 


tire  roll"  hu  cemaed  to  be  "  legible,**  or  poBibly  it  may  to  Great  Britain,  that  the  vMemey  in  that  office  depended 
have  been  deponted  in  some  of  the  retired  dcpwtments  on  no  caaualtj  or  unforeaeeo  contin)|^ncy,  dnnaDdin;  w 
of  an  ExecutiTC  office  by  one  of  those  who  came  in  as  a[itutifyin}^  a  draft  on  the  contingent  fund  pronded  by  thii 


component  part  of  the  "  unit  cabinet,"  and  that  his 


bill.    HowcTcr  objection^tk,  thefcfere,  the  exerdae  «f 


the  President's  power  of  appomtmeRt  awy  real^  be, 
riKHiM  thatpover  be  exercised  in  snpotnttng'anuiiiter 
to  Great  Britain  during  the  recess  of  the  Senite,  tod  in 


aucceasor  haa  not  yet  found  the  placeof  its  repose.  Ifso, 
let  us  still  hope  that,  late  as  it  is,  ve  ahall  i^n  hw  of  it. 

Man^  connderations  and  numerous  ftcts  inrite  fiirther 
discuaiion)  but,  in  despite  of  tiie  challenge  of  the  chair-.contemptof  its  advice,  thecase  of  the  newoutfittoFrance 
man  of  finance,  Mr.  C.  s^  he  was  unwilling  to  consume | rested  on  different  principles,  and  he  requested  theit- 
more  time.    He  would,  however,  add  one  word  in  regard  j  tention  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to  the  distinction, 
to  one  of  the  cases  by  which  the  Senator  from  Geoi^     We  have  no  official  information,  sud  Mr.  C,  tlut  the 


[Mr.  Fouith]  had  illustrated  the  denre  of  tlie  Executive 
to  retrench,  and  the  practice  of  Congress  to  defeat  that 
dente.  The  otiier  case  had  been  fiiUy  disposed  id  by  his 
friend  from  >bsaachusetts,  [Mr.  WaisTn,]  who  was  in- 
torrupted  before  he  had  explained  the  navy  contract  for 
timber.  In  this  caac,  it  was  true  that  Congress  bad  pass- 
ed aremedial  law,  andin  terms,  and  in  a  manner,  to  imply 
dissntiifnrtirn  at  the  course  of  the  auditor.  What  was 
the  case?  A  contract  was  made  by  the  navy  commission- 
era  for  delivering  timber  at  a  certain  period,  and  reserv- 
ing, according  to  universal  usage,  ten  per  cent,  to  be  for- 
fiatcd  if  the  contract  were  not  executed  according  to  its 
l^ter.  The  contract  was  fiuthftiUy  executed  in  all  re- 
spects except  as  to  time.  To  die  extennon  of  time,  the 
eommisrioners  made  no  objection.  The  service  was  not 
injured,  nor  was  any  one  injured.  The  navy  commission- 
ers, who  made  the  contract,  denred  to  pay  tiie  contractor 
the  price  of  his  matoriala,  or  appeal  to  the  Secretaries  of 
^  Navy  and  of  the  Treiuury.  Both  were  of  opinion  it 
abould  be  paid;  but  the  Fourth  AiuUtor  objected,  and  the 
Pre^dent  agreed  with  the  auditor  dutt  the  law  enforced 
Ibe  penalty,  because  a  short  time  had  expired,  more  than 
the  contract  allowed. 

The  contractor  brouglit  his  case  here,  and  (without  a 
dissentient  voice,  he  believed)  his  whole  price  was  or- 
dered to  be  paid.  Now,  ur,  is  this  the  magnanimous  ex< 
bibition  of  liberality  which  becomes  a  great  Government  ? 
lathisadministratiim  ■ohwdnin,  that,  while  it  is  continu- 
ing this  very  Fourth  Auditor's  office,  and  its  accompany- 
ing appendages,  which  the  book  told  us  was  created  for 
a  temporary  purpose  arinng  out  of  the  last  war,  and  ought 
to  be  abolished;  while  it  is  paying  eighteen  thousand  dol- 
lars salary  for  ten  days'  services  of  a  minister;  while  it  is 
multiplying  clerks,  and  increanng  their  salaries,  that  it  is 
compelled  to  go,  for  proof  of  economy,  to  tlie  petty  ten 

Eercent.  on  a  little  contract — compelled  to  enforce  the 
iter  of  the  law,  even  if  it  be  the  tetter,  to  exact  the 
*■  pound  of  flesh**  against  an  honest  contractor,  whose 
materials  they  have  received,  and  now  have,  and  intend 
to  «se?  It  is  an  illustration,  not  exactly  to  the  purpose 
intended  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  but  to  show  the 
course  of  this  administration;  and  proves,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Senator  frtun  Missouri,  that,  "  while  they 
are  saving  at  the  spigot,  they  are  wasting  at  the  bunghole. " 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  of  Delaware,  said,  the  ckuse  in  the  bill 
under  consideration  provided  thirty-six  thousand  dollars 
for  outfits  of  ministers  to  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Rus- 
sia, and  made  no  distinction  between  the  missions  to  those 
several  courts,  although,  in  point  of  fact,  they  all  stood 
on  dift*erent  grounds.  The  outfit  for  a  minister  to  Kussia 
wai  evidently  necessary.  A  vacancy  in  the  office  did  exist 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  however  difficult  it 
maybe  to  say  when  it  commencedt  forthe  minister  to  that 
Government,  although  he  received  his  twenty-two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  mllar%  for  ten  days'  rondence  in  Rus- 
sia, u  the  Senator  from  Maryland  had  stated,  was  held  to 
be  a  minister  near  that  Government,  during  his  residence 
in  England.  In  regard  to  that,  however,  it  was  sufficient, 
for  the  present  purpose,  to  know  officially,  as  the  Senate 
did,  that  the  vacancy  had  happened,  and  had  been  filled 
by  their  odvice  and  consent.  They  knew,  too,  by  official 
documents^  and  by  their  own  act  in  rejecting  the  minister 


present  minister  to  France  has  been  recalled.  Nay,  vc 
have  no  information  even  to  show  us  that  a  vacancy  vUl 
happen,  either  during  the  scsnon,  or  in  the  recess  oTtUi 
body.  If  the  churman  of  the  Committee  on  Finncc^ 
who  reported  this  bill,  has  any  such  information,  it  rfmiU 
be  laid  before  us,  that  we  may  see  how.  &r  the  letter  or 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution  will  justify  a  specific  appro- 
priation, to  enable  the  Frendent  to  send  a  new  nunister 
to  Paris,  without  consulting  his  constitutional  adnsen. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  adverted  to  informal  on 
this  subject,  which  reached  us  through  no  official  ehin- 
nel,  thatthe  climate  ofParisdid  not  agree  widtHr.Bivet, 
and  that  he  might  request  to  be  recalled.  But— 
'  Mr.  FORSYTH  said  there  was  an  offidal  letter  in  the 
possesion  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  had  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  this  subject,  which,  he  thought,  had  been  Irid 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied  that  it  was  the  first  time  be 
had  heard  of  it,  and  desired  it  imght  be  read. 
It  was  read  accordingly,  and  was  as  follows: 


Samvki;  Smith,  Esq., 

"  Ckatrmaii  Commitlec  on  Finartet,  Sennit- 
•*  Depabtxext  or  Statk, 

"  fVaahingion,  24th  f^.  1832. 
"Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  President's  direction  t» 
inform  you,  that,  as  circumstances  may  require  Uie  ^ 
pointment  of  a  minister  to  England,  and  as  Mr.  Kve%  our 
miiuster  in  France,  has  made  a  request  of  leave  to  return, 
which  the  reasons  he  has  urged  may,  at  a  fiiture  period, 
induce  the  President  to  grant,  an  appropriation  tor  out- 
fits, in  hoth  cases,  may  become  necessary  before  the  Kit 
session  of  Congress,  in  order  to  meet  those  continpncie*> 
should  they  occur. 

**By  some  inadvertence,  the  estimate  for  the  am 
and  saUry  of  a  charge  d'afiUres  to  Maples  bis  been 
omitted. 

"  I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

<*  EDWARD  LmNGSTON." 

Mr.  CLAYTON  requested  the  attention  of  the  SeMie 
to  the  terms  of  this  letter.  It  is  evident,  said  be,  ftm 
the  official  document,  that  the  specific  appnmriation  nr 
this  outfit  is  asked  for,  not  on  the  statement  of  anyco*" 
fact,  from  which  the  department  knows  that  a  wascf 
will  or  must  occor  in  the  recess,  but  on  the  bare  suppoa- 
tion  that  it  may  happen.  The  letter  merely  contem- 
plates a  contingency,  or  casualty,  upon  the  '>*^""*''"^ 
which  the  appointment  of  a  new  minister  may  be  raw- 
This  bill  now  contains  one  appropriation  of  thirty  w» 
sand  dollars,  to  defray  "the  contingent  expenses  "  » 
the  miasions  abroadt*^  and  one  \>ther  appropriahon  oi 
thirty  thousand  doUan,  to  defray  "the  continKnt  ei- 
pensps  offerdgn  intercourse'*— thus  giving,  alrea^wv 
thousand  dollars  to  pay  the  expenses  arising  fttan  cffli- 
tingencies  in  the  management  of  our  foreign 
Out  of  this  fiind,  the  outfits  of  ministers,  appointed  in  tM 
reiess,  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  have  been  «J«P 
defrayed.  The  only  cases  in  which  the  President  »«■ 
thorized  to  app<unt  ministers,  without  first  •^°^™^.*L 
vice  and  cotucnt  of  the  Senate,  are  ekariy  pointed  out  ■ 
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tiie  ooMtitutHm:  "The  Ptendent  dull  IwTe  po»er  to 
fill  up  all  vaoftncicB  tb«t  may  happen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  by  granting  eoimnianons,  vhicn  shall  expire 
St  the  end  of  their  next  aeaaion."  The  present  minister 
to  GreatBritun  was  appointed  bv  this  authority  only,  and 
his  CMnmiaaon  will  continue  till  the  end  of  this  seanoD, 
unlMB  he  be  recalled*  alAou^  he  was  rejected  by  the 
Senate  three  moirtbt  »go.  His  a^ipwntvient  tor  such  a 
lengtii  of  time,  without  the  cmuent  of  ^e  Senate  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  return  of  his  pre- 
decessor, can  be  justiBed  on  no  other  ground  than  this, 
that  the  return  of  that  predecessor  was  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate,  unforeseen,  and  was  a^cUya  casualty, 
or  contingency,  happening  while  the  Senate  was  not  in 
■esaion,  and  under  circumstances  requiting  a  temporary 

g>pouitment,  lest  the,pubfic  interest  might  suffer  before 
e  consent  of  the  President's  conatitutionaladTi0ers  could 
be  asked.   But  can  it  now  be  contended  here  that  the 
President  has  the  right  to  create  a  vacancy  in  a  public  of- 
fice during  the  recess,  merely  to  BlI  that  vacancy  with 
any  one  whom  he  may  select,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  seawon  of  this  body '   Is  it  pretended  b^  any  one 
here,  tiiat  when  we  have  gone  home,  he  can,  without  the 
occurrence  of  any  contingency  causing  a  vacancy,  make  a 
vacancy  in  an  office,  with  no  other  object  than  to  fill  it  till 
the  tad  of  the  next  session?   Where  now  are  all  those 
who  sostreQUouBl]r  resieted  every  pretence  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  power  in  the  hands  ot  the  last  administration? 
If  they  are  disposed  to  ground  the  arms  which  they  then 
flourished  in  defence  of  the  constitution,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  Executive,  may  we  not  be  indulged  w^th  a  hearing 
of  the  reaaona  for  their  sudden  detection  from  the  caute 
they  then  so  warmly^  espoused?   I  rest  my  oppOKtion  to 
tUs  specific  appropriation  at  this  time,  distinctly  upon  the 
Ifround  tl»t  the  return  of  Hr.  Rives  is  not  certain,  but  de- 
pendent only  on  a  contingency — that,  in  this  aspect  of  that 
case,  no  specific  appropriation  ought  to  be  made,  as  the 
outfit  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  which 
no  one  pretends  is  insufficient  for  this  and  all  other  lawfiil 
purposes — that,  by  making  the  appropriation  qwcific,  we 
admit  the  neceautv  of  it  now,  before  we  know  that  it  will 
ever  be  demanded  and  we  thereby  admit  the  ligtA  of  the 
Prendent  to  recall  tlie  minister.  We  shut  our  own  mouths, 
mnd  forestall  the  salutary  action  of  this  body,  should  he 
improperly  make  this  vacancy  to  fill  It  in  the  recess,  in  con- 
tempt of  this  body.    If  the  vacancy  be  now  seen  to  be  ne- 
cessary, let  the  fact  be  announcedi  let  the  nomination  of 
.Mr.  Rives's  successor  be  made  at  this  sesnon,  that  we  may 
judge  of  its  propriety;  and,  having  done  that,  we  willTOte 
the  appropriatkin  withMitajminour.    But  if  the  vacancy 
be,  as  it  now  appears,  entirely  contingent,  or  even  if  it  be 
an  event  certain  to  occur  in  the  recess,  and  we  should  be 
informed  that  no  nomination  is  to  be  made  to  the  Senate 
this  session,  when  you  ask  me  for  the  money,  I  tell  you  to 
go  to  the  contingent  fund,  which  has  on  former  occasions 
been  resorted  to  to  meet  the  event.    1^  at  the  next  ses- 
non, the  Executive  shall  nominate  a  numater  to  the  Se> 
nate,  appointed  in  the  recess  ear  tueettttate  to  meet  sudi  a 
contingency  as  the  constitution  cmtemplates,  and  accord* 
ing  to  the  settled  construction  of  the  words  "happeiung 
during  the  recess,"  we  shall  of  course  confirm  the  n(Hni- 
nation.    But  we  shall  then  stand  untrammelled  by  any  ad- 
nusBon,onourpart,  thatsuch  a  contingency  has  happened, 
should  we  think  the  constitution  violated,  either  in  its  spirit 
or  its  letter.    We  shall  not  then  be  met  by  the  objection, 
that  we  have  acknowledged  both  the  expedient^  and  the 
necewty  of  the  appwntment,  by  expreuly  appropriating 
an  outfit  for  it    We  have,  Mr,  been  tau|^t  a  usefullesson 
on  this  subject  already.    We  have  been  met  by  pretences 
ttut  our  previous  legislation  in  1830  sancticmed  the  mode 
of  arranging  the  colonial  trade,  for  which,  among  other 
causes,  we  have  rejected  the  present  minister  to  Great 
Britain.    And,  alttun^h  thcfe  pretences  are  utterly  desti' 


tute  of  firandation,  that  amngement  having  been  made  in 
direct  violation  of  our  law,  yet  we  mar  easily  conceive,  from 
what  has  been  said  on  that  subject,  that  should  an  appoint- 
ment to  France,  equally  objectionable,  be  made  in  the  next 
recess,  we  should  be  held  committed  to  all  its  consequen- 
ces by  this  very  appropriation.  It  is  time  for  this  body 
to  look  with  extreme  circumspection  to  every  act  it  may 
psss,  which  can  by  posnbility  be  construed  into  a  sanction 
of  any  abuse  of  Executive  power  By  encourapi^  In  this 
manner  the  appointment  of  ministers  in  the  recess,  we 
may  make  ourselves  parties  to  that  very  provtrion  of  the 
constitution  in  this  respect,  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
just  complunt  for  the  last  three  years.  The  exercise, 
nay,  the  very  abuse  of  this  power,  ta  always  held  an  argu- 
ment in  its  ravor.  In  the  discussion  on  the  nomination  <^ 
the  minister  to  Ortat  Britain,  we  were  told  of  the  loss  of 
money  and  the  diiihanor  to  our  foreign  relations  whidi 
woula  attend  his  recallt  and  the  strongest  argument  in  fii- 
vor  of  his  confirmation  was  the  fact  that  he  had  already 
been  appcHnted  without  our  consent,  and  had  actually  left 
Uie  country.  I  will  not  step,  a  foot  further  in  these  mat- 
ters until  I  know  where  you  would  lead  me.  I  have  no 
confidence  of  the  future  fnm  the  past,  to  justify  me  in 
lending  my  vote  to  aid  in  the  appoinUnent  of  olRcers  with* 
out  the  constitutional  prerequisite  of  the  advice  ofthe  Se- 
nate of  the  country.  This  appropriation  will  take  away 
ftvm  those  who  vote  for  it  the  untrammelled  right  of  judg- 
ing at  the  next  seiNon  of  the  existence  of  tiiat  stern  neces- 
sity, without 'which  no  Frerident  can  ever  constitutionally 
fill  this  appointment  in  the  absence  ofthe  Senate. 

The  argument  urged  here  on  a  former  occasion  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Hr.  Fobbtt>,]  to  mstidn  this 
measure,  that  the  contingent  fiind  is  not  answerable  for 
this  outfit,  is  neitlier  sustained  by  the  past  usage  of  the 
Government,  nor  by  the  known  sentiments  and  acts  of  those 
who  now  administer  its  laws.    The  fund  has  been  drawn 
upon  again  and  again,  not  only  to  meet  contingenacs,  but 
even  to  meet  vacancies  created  by  the  Freiddent  and  filled 
in  the  recess.    In  the  session  of  1830,  I  objected,  in  debate 
here,  not  only  to  the  abuse  of  the  power  of  appointment 
in  these  very  cases, but  tothe  exiatenoeof  anyr^tinthe 
President  to  put  Us  liand  into  this  part  of  the  strong  box 
to  pay  outfits  of  ministers  appointed  by  him  to  fill  vacan- 
cies created  for  par^  purposes.    In  the  year  1839,  our 
whole  diplomatic  co^s  was  recalled  immediately  afler  the 
Senate  adjourned;  and  altliough  no  appropriation  such  as 
Uiis  had  at  Uiat  time  been  made  by  Congress  far  new  out- 
fits, yet  the  contingent  fund  for  missions  abroad  was  ex- 
hausted in  paying  them,  and  more  than  forty  thousand 
dollars  were  expended,  for  which  no  appropriation,  either 
spedfic  or  contingent,  had  been  made.    I  thought  this  A 
violation  of  thi^  clause  in  the  constitution  which  directs 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  by 
law.    I  think  so  still.    The  contingent  fiind  for  foreign 
missions  was,  in  tny  judgment,  not  intended  to  meet  such 
expenses,  because  they  were  not  incurred  by  any  nece»> 
rity,  contingency,  or  casualty,  happening  either  inaesdon 
or  out  of  sesnon.    They  were  incurred  to  pay  outfits  and 
salaries  of  ministers  appointed  to  supply  vacancies  created 
by  the  vill  of  the  President,  and  without  cause.    This  ar- 
gument was  then  met  by  the  distinguished  gentlegian  wlio 
now  fills  the  office  of  Secretair  of  State,  and  who  was  at 
that  time  an  able  advocate  of  the  administration,  repre- 
senting, in  part,  the  State  of  t.ouisiana  on  this  floor.  He 
defended  the  right  of  the  President  to  draw  on  the  contin- 
gent Aind  ill  any  case  of  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
whether  happening  in  the  reeeas  or  created  in  the  recess. 
He  avowed  that  the  money  overdrawn  after  exhausting 
that  fund,  was  well  borrowed  from  another  fund,  and  that 
the  Executive  could  do  this  without  specific  appropriation 
— and  without  law.    I  have  his  argument  on  that  occasion 
ready  for  the  inspection  of  all  who  think  the  Go\-emment 
Bcnipalous  about  the  rig^t  to  draw  on  this  contingent  fiuid 
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for  the  outfit  of  a  new  minister  to  Fntncet  Mid  u  the  ftd 
ministration  of  these  funds  by  the  Kentlenan  who  now  pre 
4Mles  over  our  foreign  affairs,  is  the  subject  of  conndera 
tioD,  I  clahn  it  as  an  autbcmtjj'  of  no  ordinary  character  to 
•Btde  this  conttOTeraf . 

The  gentleman  from  Uaryhnd  [Hr.  Craxbsbs]  has 
IDCt  the  amiment  of  his  collewue  on  the  subject  of  ex- 
pendituretDy  the  Government,  by  a  remark  to  which  the 
attention  of  tite, people  of  this  country  at  this  time  ovigiit 
to  be  partieulai^y  directed.  Before  I  advert  to  it,  how- 
ever, let  me  premise  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  [Hr.  Skitb,]  in  the  discussion  yesterday, 
compared  the  expenses  oi  thia  administntion  with  those 
of  ue  last,  and  aooght  to  ihow  us  Aat  if  those  same 
pledges  of  retrenchment  and  refbrm  which  were  given  on 
thewh  (^Macdi,  1839,  in  the  eastern  portico  of  tots  capi- 
tol,  had  not  been  all  redeemed,  yet  tne  expenses  of  the 
Government  were  not  more  than  they  had  been  before 
that  memorable  day.  The  deeds  and  the  very  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  administratjon,  reviled  and  persecuted  as 
itwsM,  are  now  made  the  standard  of  excellencei  and  the 
only  bout  of  those  who  then  told  us  that  the  task  of  re- 
form was  hiscribed  mi  the  list  of  Executive  duties  in  cha- 
Taeter*  too  le|^Ie  to  be  misundentood,  now  is,  that  they 
have  not  been  mart  extravagapt  than  ttieir  predecessors. 
Tlie  chairman  agrees  tiiat  the  statement  of  theae  expendi- 
tairei,  yesterday  made  by  thegentleman  from  South  Caro- 
Hna,  [Hr.  Hazki,]  is  correct.  Here  then  is  a  chance  for 
comparison,  of  whidi  we  have  never  yet  been  able  to  avul 
ourselves  in  debate  witli  the  honorable  chavmani  because, 
upon  the  correctness  of  other  statements  of  expenditures, 
(particularly  the  diplomatic, )  we  have  ^sagreed.  But,  for 
the  sake  of  the  argument  now,  let  us  uke  the  report  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  which  the  chairman 
tells  us  is  correct. 

Mr.  C.  then  read  the  statement  submitted  by  Hr. 
Hatki,  of  the  appropriatioiis  and  expenditures  from  1823 
to  1830,  incluHve. 

The  expenditures  were— 

TDeducting  five  mil- 
In  1834,      •       «10,750,000'{    lions  for  the  FIo- 
f    rida  treaty. 

1835,  11,340,080 

1836,  -  13,003,000 

1827,  -  13,650,000 

1828,  -  13,296,000 
1889,  13,660,000 
1830,      .  13,339,000 

llie.present  adnuhiitration  came  into  power  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1839.  Uke  gentleman  from  Georgia  seenM  to 
connder  the  expenditures  of  that  year  as  not  properly 
chargeable  to  the  party  in  power.  I  suppose  because  two 
months  of  the  year  had.  rolled  away  before  the  inaugura- 
tion. And  yet  the  same  gentleman  informed  us  that  the 
parly  in  Congress  wis  alone  responsible  for  expenditures} 
not  the  President.  Judging  the  party  by  its  acts  in  Con- 
gress, pray  will  he  tellme  whyit  is  not  answerable  for  the 
expenditures' of  1828^  It  had  a  majority  during  the  ses- 
uon,  when  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  that  year 
were  made  greater  in  both  Houses  than  it  has  ever  had 
sincet  and  if,  as  he  says,  it  is  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
its  members  in  Congress  only,  why  should  it  now  be  per- 
nutted  to  evade  the  remonsibitity  of  its  appropriations 
made  at  that  sessimf  Without  subscribing  to  the  gentle- 
man's doctrine  of  the  irreqionaibility  of  him  who  availed 
himselfoftheseappropriationstoinake  these  expenditures, 
I  denv  that,  on  nia  own  ground,  the  gen^eman  uid  his 
friends  can  escape  the  expenditures  of  1829.  The  last 
administration  could  not  have  expended  this  nfloney.  The 
appropriation  bills  were  passed,  immediately  before  the 
present  Executive  came  m,  by  his  own  friends,  and  the 
expenditures  of  that  year  were  peculiarly  thaw  of  lun 


who  toU  us  how  naceMTyit  vaitoKfnrntheaboiesof 

his  predecesBon. 

Mr.  Adams  came  in  on  the  4th  ofMandi,  1825,  sndOe 
expenses  of  hia  two  first  years,  by  this  same  Mstenen^ 
are  aotnally  two  million  hx  hundred  and  forty-seven  tW 
sand  doHan  lev  than  ttMNe  of  1839, '30.  the  two  trst  yem 
of  the  party  now  in  power!  lliaae  of  1831  sic  not  gina 
with  accural  yet,  but  it  ia  admitt^ti,  on  all  hsndi,  ^ 
they  are  at  Inst  nx  hundred  thouaand  d^lars  beyond  the 
expenses  of  any  year  before  1839. 

icooie  now  to  the  remark  oftiiie  geatlemaa  before  bk, 
[Mr.  CaaMBUa.]  Tour  adroiaistration  hss  cut  up  dM 
svBtem  of  interyd  iatDrovement  by  the  roots!  Your  Pic* 
stden^  in  1830^  patha  veto  on  a  nl^  slopping  vp^mm- 
tiona  to  the  amowit  of  half  a  tnilDmi,  fiv  ue  benefit  of  the 
country;  and  on  tbo  Boclcville  mad  bill,  the  MaytriBe 
road  bill,  the  LouiHrille  and  PortUnd  canal  bill:  thu 
checking  all  other  measures  of  internal  improvement  in 
every  section  of  the  Union  where  they  were  detnsnded. 
Not  »  with  the  last  administration.  They  turned  theii 
faces  i^inst  no  measure  having.for  its  object  the  nstiooil 
wel&re,  and  the  improvement  of  the  country-.  They 
were,  therefore,  denounced  as  prodigal  spendthnfb  of  the 
pubhcmoneyt  andtheiropponents,cryii^fromthelH)ow- 
tops  "retrenchment  and  refi^m,"  came  into  power  1^ 
means  of  their  profiessions  on  that  ficcaMon.  Where  nov 
are  those  who  sounded  the  tocnn  and  put  the  country  ii 
an  uproar,  because  of  the  alleged  extravagance  of  ttMe 
who,  in  1835  and  1836,  administered  the  affurs  of  tlu* 
Unhm?  I  aak  those  who  now  entreat  us  to  relieve  tiie 
consumption  of  the  coontry  hom  unneeesar^  exacBiw, 
what  have  you  gained  by  the  changed  You  assisted  to  tesr 
'down  the  whole  system  of  internal  improvement,  by 
which,  under  the  auspices  of  the  last  administration,  our 
rivers  were  cleared  of  obstructions,  and  our  cotintiy  wh 
intersected  with  roads  and  canals.  Tou  desired  this  u  "> 
con!<ummation  devoutly  to  be.wished  for."  B«l  h»»etbe 
public  expenditures  been  diminished?  Not  so.  Not  to. 
The  •*  retrenohmenf  *  i>  mdre  extravagant  disn  the  ex- 
penses you  derired  to  retrench.  Nottimg  is  more  ekir 
than  that  these  expenditures  have  increased,  and  *re  in* 
creasing,  notwithstanding  the  country  has  lost  the  lKiie6t 
of  the  usual  appropriations,  from  its  own  fhnds,  for  inter 
nal  improvement.  To  all  such  of  these  advocates  oTrerwrn 
as  were  nncere  in  the  opinbns  diey  fortnerly  profesied, 
I  therefore  say,  come  forth,  and  ud  us  in  attempting^ 
relieve  the  country  from  unnecessary  burdens,  in  eraj 
instanee  where  It  can  be  ^ddo  eonnrtently  with  the  ale- 
rest  and  honor  of  Ae  natim.  Each  man  teierfingto  lu* 
self  hia  proper  opinions  of  other  things,  let  no  ampMte 
in  the  good  work  of  pruning  away  unneceamry  wpmnp 
tions,  and  let  the  country  have  the  full  benefit  of  w 
result!  of  our  co-operation  in  that  cause. 

Mr.  F0R3YTH  said  that,  if  any  thing  could  be  siwd 
to  the  Government  by  striking  out  the  appropristKHi,  tw 
aivument  would  be  good.  But  there  would  he  no  stni« 
or hon^.  Seme  gentlemen  were  of  the  opiiuon  thit  tbe 
application  of  the  contir^^t  fond  would  be  proper 
while  others  held  a  different  opinion.  It  was  understood 
that  Mr.  Rives  had  requested  permission  to  return  hontt. 
Tbe  President  contemplated  such  a  contingency,  u  « 
had  done  in  regard  to  the  nunister  to  London.  It  w«  « 
no  importance,  in  point  of  ectmoroy,  whether  the  sppT^ 
priation  waa  made  now,  or  was  postponed  till  the  neit 
sesaoo.  If  the  amoant  should  be  taken  from  dw  coobo- 
gent  fund,  it  must  be  replaced  at  the  next  session,  m 
would  postpone  any  comparison  between  the  expm*»  " 
the  two  administxationa.  But  he  could  show,  at  a 
that  the  expenditures  of  1830  were  less  than  those  of  18»i 
by  400,000  dolUrs.  When  a  proper  time  should 
he  ^ould  be  willing  to  go  into  an  naannMion  of  «w 
expenditures  and  their  causes. 

Mr.  CLATT(»(Kplied-^with  all  ny  heart!  udwBn- 
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ever  that  crnnptriKni  of  e^oAhixcs  shall  be  itutljr  made, 
the  fmth  will  stand  bi^tly  out  in  fliTor  of  thoM  who 
were  fbrtnetfy  lendered  olnoxiouB  to  pubUc  opinion  b;^  « 
61te  cry  of  prodinlHy.  The  expeitditurea  of  1839  did 
exceed  tboie  of  1830,  u  the  gMittenun  from  Georgia  has 
allend,  by  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  thou- 
sand  dDllait;  But  the  gentleman  shows  no  reason,  and  can 
show  none,  why  the  expenditures  of  1839  riiould  be  de- 
luted  to  the  last  adnuiiistratton.  As  I  have  stated,  so  I 
repeat,  that  those  expenditures  w^re  made  by  the'preaent 
Bzeeutire,  in  purfloance  of  approptiAions  made  by  bis  own 
fiiend%  eoiistmitin(f  a  tar|fe  mnyxnty  in  Congrea,  on  the 
Tety  ere  of  hia  inauguration^  and  the  gentleann's  argu- 
meot  ta  shield  the  PreAfentia,  that  the  majority  of  Ctm- 
gn»  is  lione  responsible  for  these  expenditures.  Be  it 
so  considered,  merely  for  the  si^e'of  the  argumentt  but 
bow  do  you  eacape  by  it  from  the  cha>|pe  of  these  expen- 
<lituretiDl839>-  ltbteiietlmt,atthe  seaMnof  1839,the 
doetrme  of  the  **  Maysville  messsge**  did  not  pfetaX  In- 
ternal imprarements  were  then  hnd  to  be  both  Constitu- 
tional and  expedient,  and  appropriations  f<a  die  purpose 
of  mafcii^  roods  and  canals  to  the  amount  of  more  than  the 
diflierenee  between  the  expenses  of  1839  and  1830  were 
then  made.  In  the  succeeding  year,  (1831,)  the  career 
of  these  improTementa  was  arrested:  the  lighthouse  bill, 
contatnii^  appropriations  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million, 
was  diMpprured  and  rejeitad  by  the  Prcndent,  as  it  was 
believed  at  the  time,  because  it  conUuned  an  appropria- 
tion of  only  940,000  to  clear  out  the  entrance  to  the  Che- 
sapeake and  Delaware  canal — an  Executive  measure  un- 
precedented in  the  history  of  tlw  country.  Yet,  in  that 
very  year,  notArithstanding  all  these  retrenchments,  cut- 
ting up  the  system  of  improvennenta,  you  now  acknow- 
ledge an  expenditure,  exclusive  of  tite  public  debt,  of 
#13»2»i000!  lu  reference  to  the  particular  question  be- 
Ibre  us*  4ie  gentleman  from  Oeorgm  has  said  that  if  the 
flenale  reftised  to  grant  tlus  outfit  to  France,  nothing 
could  be  saved,  as  the  President  could  go  to  the  contin- 
gent Kind.  Very  good.  Let  him  resort  to  tt»  and  take 
the  responsibility  of  decoding  on  tbe  neeesnty  oif  dnng  so. 
It  is  not  denied  but  the  fund  is  lar^  enough  for  the  pur- 
poae>  if  the  neconty  justi&es  him  m  touching  it.  We  do 
not  propoae  to  diminish  the  amount  of  that  fund,  nor  does 
tbe  gentlemaopn^MMe  to  do  so.  It  stands,  "  for  contin- 
gencies tbir^  tbousand  doUara.**  But  i£  the  tpeeifio  ap- 
propriation of  99,000  for  tUa  outfit  to  France  be  left  in 
the  t»U,  that  fundoug^ttobe  reduced  to$31,000.  Would 
the  gentleman  agree  to  thM^   No,  sin  not  at  all. 

Whenever  the  honotable  gentleman  shall  think  proper 
again  to  venture  upon  a  comparison  of  the  past  and  pre- 
sent expendilurei^  such  as  be  has  now  proposed  to  defer 
to  Kmc  (tistamt  day,  it  will  appear,  as  it  appears  now,  that 
all  tkoae  high  soun^g  pledges  and  vaunts  of  economy, 
made  fiirmerly  for  political  effect,  Inwe  been  succeeded 
bya  course  of  expenditure  mote  lansh  and  prodinl  (be- 
cause uncalled  fin-  in  aio  many  inalancea  by  the  real  wants 
of  tbe  country' )  than  has  been  known  beftm  hi  the  history 
of  this  Qovemment.' 

tbe.  TAZEWELL  and  tfaathe  shottld  vote  now  as  he 
toted  in  the  committee,  unless  the  offi<Mal  document,  show- 
ing  tbe  actual  occurrcnee  of  the  vacancy,  were  placed  on 
tbe  files  of  the  Senate.  IT  it  were  ofbdally  shown  that 
ftere  was  now  a  vacancy,  be  Would  be  willing  to  vote  tbe 
^iprt^triction.  But  be  must  have  the  hxX  atiutding  on  re- 
cord here,  mperpeiuom  rn  memonmn,  that  such  was  the 
&ct.  His  ju^fment  on  this  matter  bad  been  loiig  formed, 
and  was  not  now  to  be  diaken.  For  these  nx  years,  ay, 
these  seven  years,  he  had  dierished  the  fitith,  in  whicJi  he 
should  die— that  no  President  riull,  during  the  receas,  fill 
a  vaemi7  wbicb  oecurred  dnriiw  the  seirion.  If  tibe 
vacant  were  mnr  put  on  reeoffd  by  the  official  act  tif 
the  Exeoutive,  he  would  toC*  Ibr  the  outfitt  and  if  not^  he 
would  rote  ^wnst  any  miniates  Who  migtat  be  appelated 


during  the  recess^  diwgh  he  were  Us  fiither,  his  brothel', 
or  hit  dearest  fMend. 

He  professed  to  have  no  itfish  to  piy  into  the  Executive 
records.  He  had  no  desire  to  open  vxepoii^MUe  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  State,  or  the  bureau  of  the  Proident,  to  see 
whether  Mr.  Rives  had  been  recalled  or  not.  He  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  that.  It  was  enough  for  hhn  to  know 
that  Mr.  Wves  was  still  in  France.  He  was  willing  to  un- 
derstuid  this — that  the  contingency  might  happen,  or 
might  not  btppeo.  Vf  the  coritiiigenoy  should  occur  du- 
rii^  dieieeemt  ttwatwell;  Ibtthtfouttt  in  that  ease  be 
provided- as  for  A  eontingcitcy.  That  wsa  tile  true  stiRe 
things;  Wa»  tH«e  not  afiind  already  provided^  adequate 
to  meet  the  expense' of  such  continjgenoy,  riioulti  it  ocoui^? 
He  asserted  that  there  vfuf  and  that  it*  name— the  contin- 
gent fund— safBoienUy  pointed  out  the  purposes  fbr  whitA 
it  was  creAed.  The  sum  of  930,^)00  bod  been  appropriat- 
ed for  tbe  contingendes  of  fbretgA  intercourse.  Would 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say  Uiat  this  fund  was  not  appli- 
cable to  such  an  object^  Hie  gentleman  from  Maryland 
had  intimated  that  it  was  not  Tet  did  that  Senator,  in 
1830,  rote  to  replenish  Uiis  very  fund,  whicli  had  been 
exhausted  to  its  last  dollar,  to  pay  outfits  to  fbreign  minis- 
ters. Was  it  so,  that  the  Senator  from  Maryland  really 
thought  that  the  Prendcnt  had  no  right  to  pay  these  out- 
fits out  of  the  contingent  fund,  yet  voted  to  replace  the 
sum  which  had  beeit  taken  fkwn  the  firad  fbr  that  vety 
purposed  Certainly  not  No  Senator  could  act  with  such 
inconsistency.  By  his  vote  in  1830,  the  Senator  express- 
ed his  cminion  that  the  Prcndent  had  a  tight  to  eppty 
this  fund  in  such  cases. 

During  the  administration  of  Prertdent  Washington, 
there  occurred  a  nngutati  omisnon  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress. No  appropriation  was  m«de  fbr  paying  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  transdiitting  hither  the  votes  of  the 
eleoton.  When  the  meswt^re  brmwht  on  tiie  votaih 
there  was  fimnd  to  be  no  money  proviMd  fbr  then  here. 
The  President  put  bis  hand  into  this  fund,  and  paid  them. 
Tlus  fund  was  called  the  secret-service  (und{  and  curiority  ' 
was  alive  to  know  what  connexion  Washington  could  show 
between  the  service  performed  and  the  secret-service  fund. 
Inquiries  were  set  on  foot:  he  believed  there  wasinquiry  by 
Congress  as  to  ^e  manner  in  which  the  messengers  were 
pauL  ThePrendenttookastand,  and  a  very  prefer  one,  re- 
fusing to  render  any  accounti  and  tbe  thing  was  not  known 
until  an  appropriation  to  replace  the  sum  made  its  appear- 
ance in  tbe  general  appropriation  bill.  It  was  ke^  pro- 
foundly a  secret,  until  all  corioritjr  on  tbe  subject  in 
Congress  had  subnded,  and  no  one  cared  a  straw  about 
it. 

He  had  stated  this  fiict  to  show  that  Uie  power  of  the 
Preaident  over  tlua  fbnd  was  absolute.  In  1630^  the  sum 
requinte  to  provide  the  outfits  was  taken  (wt  of  itt  and 
the  gentleman  from  Geot^a,  the  gentleman  from  Kkry^ 
land,  and  himael^  had  voted  to  reinatate  it  Why,  then, 
should  not  preasely  the  same  fiind  be  applicable  to  pre- 
cisely the  same  case?  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
had  ahown  that  the  contingent  fund  was  too  nnall,  and  that 
40,000  would  be  required  instead  of  #30,000,  he  was  witling 
to  give  it.  But  he  desired  to  give  it  to  be  disbursed  on  the 
responvbiK^ofthePrendent  If  the  adminisMitioiiwm 
aatMed  with  the  fund  as  it  now  stood,  he  would  not  in- 
crease it-  It  was  then  sufficient  for  aU  contingemaes,  and 
no  augmentation  was  asked  for.  But  he  was  not  disposed 
to  appropriate  a  sum  sufficient  for  all  contingencies,  and 
$9,000  to  boot. 

The  principle  contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from 
Gecogia,  that  the  Executive  was  not  to  be  held  responsible 
for  tbe  expenditures  of  his  administration,  but  that  Coa- 
grcOT  was,  he  uUerly  disclaimed.  He  bad  nothing  to  do 
with  audi  an  opinion.  He  held  up  both  Us  hands  against  it, 
lftrae,lieliidiK)tlufVtodowiaiit;if  eTroneous,he  would 
proteat  ^jiiiMt  any  s^Ueation  of  the  smtiiMBt  to  Um. 
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He  held  the  Prewdent  respotwble  for  every  act  to  which 
hehkdgivenhisconcurreiice.  What  were  they  to  do,  ifthii 
doctrioe  were  to  be  suatained?  Could  they  retort  to  the 
elective  franchise  for  the  redrew  of  their  grievancea? 
Suppoie  the  inajority  of  Congress  determined  to  bear 
down  a  portion  of  the  people  to  the  earth  by  taxation. 
Tb^  could  do  it,  but  not  without  the  sanction  of  the  Pre- 
ndent.  What  are  the  people  of  Virjpnia  to  do,  when 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  unite  to  impose  on  them  bur- 
denswhiehthey  werenotabletobear?  Were  they  to  gt}  to 
the  ballot  box  for  relieP  There  were  but  two  modes  of  ope- 
nting—by  public  opimon,  and  by  the  election  of  Frew- 
dent.  The  Pfoident  ought  to  be  exempt  from  partial, 
all  ktcal  iidueaceSi  and  should  be  the  cammon  guardian 
^  all.  Mr.  T.i  of  UB,  and  of  you.  Our  complaints 
vo^t  to  be  made  to  him,  and  it  is  bis  duty  to  give  re* 
dress.  Kntertaining  these  views,  he  said  that  he  could 
not  admit  the  ptiociple  of  the  gentleman  from  Cieorgia  to 
be  correct. 

He  adverted  to  the  injurious  tendency  of  such  adoc> 
trine,  at  a  time  when  the  number  of  those  who  had  so 
constantly  complained  of  the  expenditures  of  Government 
had  beoome  so  few,  and  wu  daily  dimintshiajf.  The  few 
eonristent  bad  not  feUen  off  in  znl.  Tbnr  note  was  not 
leas  loud.  Had  the  gentleman  tram  South  Caroliiw 
dropped  a  single  word  or  syllable  of  his  former  language^ 
Unoerthe  last  administration,  who  had  pressed  upon  them 
with  a  heavy  hand,  they  had  cried  '*  Give  us  relief."  And 
were  they  now  to  be  ■ilent,  because  those  whom  they  had 
advocated  were  in  power?  Pertiaps,  they  might  always 
have  to  be  oppressed  by  the  majority,  but  it  would  hot  be 
with  thor  own  consent.  Let  not  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia tell  him,  then,  that  henuist  not  make  the  Prertdent  re- 
qwnsible  fbr  acts  of  extravagance  and  oppreaiion.  To 
whom  was  he  to  look?  He  had  no  power  over  the  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware,  or  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  He  wished 
for  none.  The  constitution  had  marked  a  broad  line  be- 
tween them.  He  could  only  then  resort  to  public  opinion. 
It  was  impossible  that  be  could  recog-nise  the  doctrine  that 
the  President  was  nut  respooMble  lor  the  nteaaures  which 
bad  |iaiaed  hoCx  Houses  of  Congress^  and  become  a  law 
by  hit  sanction. 

The  gentleman  from  GeoT|fia  had  said,  "  Suppose  the 
President  were  to  veto  the  peiiMon  bill."  I  do  not  kuow, 
said  Mr.  T.,  where  the  bill  now  is.  1  do  not  know  bow 
much  it  appropriates.  It  may  be  millions  of  dollars.  I 
know  that  it  pr^oses  to  levy  heavy  taxes  on  us*  to  pennon, 
not  thoM  who  are  paupers,  but  persons  who  have  pro- 
per^.  Should  Congress  pass  this  bill,  and  should  the 
Frcwdeat  put  his  veto  upon  it,  it  would  be  because  he  en. 
tertained  the  same  feeling  of  hostility  against  it  which  he 
did.  If  the  President  thouglit  as  he  did,  be  would  put 
his  veto  on  a  bill  which  profligately  squanders  such  a  large 
portion  of  the  public  money  on  those  who  had  no  meri- 
torious claims.    The  gentleman  from  Geoi^  said  that 

Sntlemen  on  the  other  nde  would  raise  a  clamor  against 
i  Pre^dent.  What,  refuse  to  give  bread  to  the  old  sol- 
dier—the pow  old  soldier  of  the  revtriution  i  why,  it  woukl 
turn  him  out  of  office'  If  he  [Mr.  T.}  knew  the  Pren- 
dent— if  he  came  up  at  alt  to  his  beauideaivf  a  Preudent 
—4  clamor  of  this  kind  would  never  operate  upon  his 
nund  to  make  him  act  in  opposition  to  his  true  opinions. 
He  would  do  his  duty,  were  he  sure  to  perish  in  the  per- 
formance of  it,  or  he  did  not  deserve  to  be  President.  If 
the  President  tlwugbt  as  he  did,  he  would  so  act.  For 
himself,  be  should  hold  the  President  responnble  far  this 
action.  He  lield  the  Chief  Magistrate  reapooable  to  all 
parties  for  what  he  did.  Republican  government  was  at 
an  end  when  the  Prendent  did  what  be  pleased,  merely 
because  he  was  sure  to  be  backed  by  a  majority  in  Con- 
gress. The  moment  diat  doctrine  was  recognised,  the 
Government  was  gone.  This  doctrine  of  retpomibiliqr 
■eraied  to  be,  like  the  satyr's  bteirtb,  hot  and  cold,  if  an 


appointment  was  made  which  diis  bo<fy  was  called  on  to 
confirm,  the  frienda  of  the  Preadent  contended  in  %nt 
of  his  responubilify.  The  injunction  of  secrecy  bein;  re- 
moved, he  might  be  allowed  to  refer  to  the  language  used 
by  the  gentleman  from  Gaorgia  on  that  occarion,  vat  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  not  respfHwble  for  tlw  inatnic- 
tions  given  to  the  minister,  but  that  the  Preadent  on^ 
was  responsible.  How,  the  Senate  was  told  from  the  tsiae 
quarter  that  Congress  was  to  be  reaponrible  for  tiie  poUic 
expenditures^  and  not  the  Prendent.  The  two  propca- 
tions  could  not  stand  together.  Hembers  of  Con^rea 
were  reaponrible  to  their  constituents.  The  Fresxleiit 
was  responsible  to  his  ctmstiteenb.  The  Seeretaiy  of 
State  was  reipoasible  to  tbe  PreridenI,  and  the  Prendent 
to  the  people.  He  would  never  TOle  to  diminidi  die  T^ 
sponsilnlity  of  public  officers,  whatever  tkdr  rank. 

He  would  not  go  into  the  view  of  the  rehtive  expense* 
of  the  Government.  This  was  too  greats  question  to  be 
tried  and  determined  by  such  small  balances.  He  did  ncA 
stop  to  inquire  whether  one  administration  expended  finr 
hundred  tnousand  dollars  more  or  less  than  anodier;  w 
whether  one  employed  forty  clerks,  and  the  other  but 
thirtf-five.  Whatever  was  necessary  to  carry  on  tbe  ope- 
rations  tif  Ae  Government  be  was  willing  to  give.  What 
was  not  necessary,  although  there  might  appear  a  redne- 
tion  on  its  fikce,  be  would  withhold.  He  would  never  pot 
questions  of  thu  importance  on  tbe  principle  of  plu  vA 
tmrm. 

Was  it  proper  to  gtant  an  outfit  for  the  succesw  to  s 
minister  that  might,  and,  therefw-e,  might  not,  be  Reel- 
ed? It  was  so  decidedly  in  tbe  character  of  a  canti» 
geney,  and  he  could  not  vote  to  give  this  nfaie  tbouwid 
doltan,  while  there  wan  %  suffioent  sum  in  the  conoa- 
gent  fond. 

He  had  felt  alarm  when  he  heard  tfie  gentleman  fron 
Georgia  advance  bis  doctrine  of  the  responabiliti  rf 
majontics.  Tbe  appropriation  for  the  Maysville  road  hw 
passed  by  majorities  of  both  Houses.  Tbe  President  had 
put  his  veto  on  the  act,  and  had  thus  far  reused  tbe  » 
pectations  of  those  who  bad  placed  confidence  in  km  u 
this  act  he  had  been  snatuned  by  tbe  vrnee  of  tiie  coun- 
trr.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  apply  1» 
of  responiibility  in  this  case?  If  Congress  wss  to  be  hdd 
responrible  for  all  the  acU  of  the  a^nistration,  on  " 
own  account,  he  had  no  objection.  He  was  willing,  U«l 
limes,  to  meet  and  take  his  share  of  tbe  respomibility. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  explained  what  he  had  said  on  tbewb- 
ject  of  the  responability  of  the  Prerident.  Hecowsder- 
ed  that  the  Prendent  alone  was  ra^KMirible  far  ^\J^ 
strucdons  given  to  a  Minister.  The  minister  he  rcgwooa 
as  the  mere  breath  of  tbe  President,  speaking  merelf 
what  he  is  instructed  to  speak.  He  was  the  mouthpiMe 
of  the  Prendent.  It  was  not  so  with  Congress.  HecwiW 
not  instruct  Congress:  it  was  the  province  of  Congr» 
to  advise  him.  Congreas  did,  in  effect,  instruct  hiro.  lM 
is  compelled  to  affix  his  name  to  laws  concenung™* 
he  may  entertnn  doubts.  He  has  to  act  eiw  ^^'^ 
three  or  four  hundred  bills,  within  a  few  ^ 
fore  the  close  of  the  sesnon.  All  the  business  of  0« 
sesrion  was  thrown  on  the  Preridenl,  within  two  or  tM" 
days.  If  he  was  to  be  made  responuble  for  all  these  tea, 
what  an  awful  Mtuation  must  his  be.  .  ..j-i 

He  conwdered  that  the  Prendent  bad  been  w*J^ 
to  much  unkind  treatment  thU  sesrion.  Tbe 
tion  had  been  the  constant  tbente  of  reproach,  waov 
ever  a  call  waa  made  Ibr  moncnr,  they  were  taunted  wn 
the  abandonment  of  their  nlodgea.    The  adsnnirtittwa 
seemed  to  be  made  responnble  for  every  thine,  m» 
reproached  on  all  occarions.    Be  made  a 
propoaidon  for  retrenchment  in  the  navy,  w  luch  wssn*™ 
by  the  Executive,  and  overruled  by  Congrev. 

Mr.  HATNE  and  Mr.  WEBSTER  made  so»ei«»«» 
on  the  nme  ride  as  lli>.  TASBWKLL. 
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Ur.  FORSYTH  sud  that  the  Senabv  from  Hasaachu- 
setts  has  discovered  that  the  people  do  not  regulate  the'ir 
actiona  by  tiieir  opinions.  It  was  true  that  strong  differ- 
ences of  opinion,  sectional  in  their  character,  existed;  aud 
it  was  to  be  regretted  that  such  is  tlie  (wA.  The  reason 
that  ao  man)'  of  the  people  were  in  favor  of  General  Jack- 
son was,  firat,  his  overwhelming  popularity  on  account  of 
his  peraonal  services;  and,  secondly,  that  his  purity  and 
patriotism  were  ao  well  understoo^C  and  his  c^inions  so 
well  known.  Would  the  gentleman  from  Manachusetts 
join  those  of  the  South  in  upholding  one  who  entertuns 
all  these  (pinions?  Nof  he  wants  those  of  the  South  togo 
with  him,  m  elevating  the  man  who  holds  all  his.  l^e 
President  is  prefetred  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  Virginia, 
because  he  holds  some  of  their  opinions.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  seemed  to  apprehend  that  Vii^nia 
would  aid  in  elevating  to  the  second  office  one  who  was 
opposed  to  her  policy.  He  was  at  issue  with  the  gentle- 
man on  that  point.  Would  Uie  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts join  with  the  adversary  of  that  gentleman?  Ifhe 
would,  he  might  command  the  whole  of  the  Southern  States. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  seemed  to  hold  the 
President  responsible  for  the  pledges  of  his  party.  He 
denied  the  correctness  of  UtaX.  course.  The  Preudent 
was  bound  lo  carry  into  effect  his  own  promiaesi  bat  he 
was  to  act  on  his  own  views,  and  was  not  to  be  made  re- 
sponuble  for  those  of  the  party  who  brought  him  into 
power.  Should  he  disappoint  the  expectations  of  those 
who  elevated  him,  they  may  hurl  him  from  his  seat.  But 
no  man  ought  to  be  liable  to  reproach,  if  he  holds  views 
different  from  his  friends.  The  views  of  the  President 
were  known.  There  was  no  concealment  about  them. 
They  are  explicitly  communicated  in  his  messages)  and 
tbey  who  cannot,  will  not  understand  them. 

The  Senatw  from  Ifossachusetts  reproached  the  Chief 
Magistrate  Ibr  not  takin?  measured  to  compromise  the  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  on  me  subject  of  the  tariff.  Had  he 
not  called  the  attention  of  Coogress  to  the  subject?  Had 
not  the  Secretary  ofllie  Treasuiy  given  his  views?  What 
had  been  donef   The  report  of  the  Secretary  had  been 

E laced  in  the  hands  of  the  finance  Committee.  It  had 
een  draped  from  their  hands,  contrary  to  all  the  former 
practice  of  the  Senate,  and  sent  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Ma> 
Du&ctures.  There  it  has  Iain  from  that  time,  llie  dis- 
tinjfuiflhed  individual,  whose  reputation  stands  so  hig|h  in 
the  country,  had  condemned  the  character  of  the  project. 
Had  any  one  called  for  a  proiect  from  the  Executive  ? 
I'here  was  one  in  progress,  aitbough  no  call  had  been 
madci  and  Lt  will  soon  be  presented)  and  it  will  be  found 
to  adjust  tiie  question  at  issue  on  satisfactory  grounds. 

fle  was  chawed  with  being  unfortunate  m  his  cases. 
How  stood  the  Act'  When  the  proposition  fh>mtbe  Exe- 
cutive to  reduce  the  .expenses  of  the  navy  was  made,  the 
Navy  Committee  took  so  much  as  increased  the  rank  of 
officer^  and  rejected  so  much  as  vent  to  reduce  the  ex- 
penses. The  rault  was  not  in  the  body  which  proposed 
the  reference,  but  in  the  body  to  which  the  proposition 
was  referred.  A  complalat  had  also  been  made,  that  the 
usi^  of  the  GoveromeDt  gave  to  the  officers  of  the  ma- 
rines more  than  tbey  vere  entitled  to  by  law.  Hie  ac- 
couoUng  officer  placed  hb  finger  on  the  letter  of  the  law, 
and  said,  this  could  not  be  allowed.  The  officers  remon- 
strated, but  could  show  no  law.  They  referred  to  the 
usage  of  the  Government,  but  the  officer  arrested  the 
practice.  Congress  then  interposed,  and,  by  a  resolu- 
tion, restored  the  practice.  The  resolution  was  tempo- 
rary in  its  operation,  hut  there  was  one  now  in  progress 
to  fix  the  abuse.  He  then  referred  to  the  case  of  the  navy 
contractor,  in  which  the  officer  had  compelled  the  fbr> 
feiture  of  Uie  bond — about  eight  thousand  dollars.  He  did 
not  complain  of  the  action  of  Congress  in  this  case,  merely 
on  the  score  of  the  money;  hut  his  complaint  was,that,«hen 
(he  contractor  came  to  the  House,  the  officer  vho  con- 
Vot.  ym.—s2 


stnied  the  lav  received  censure  for  hta  conduct  and  was 
chafed  with  sacrificing  equity  to  official  technioiUties. 
While  Congress  acted  thus,  what  hope  was  there  of  r^rm^ 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  sud  Uiat  the  President 
might  send  a  minister  to  France,  should  an  emergency 
occur.  That  must  be  left  to  the  Executive  discretion. 
Did  this  appropriation  make  it  any  the  more  likely  that  he 
would  do  so?  The  gentieman  bad  said  that  he  did  not  wish 
that'a  minister  should  be  sent^  but  on  great  emmgeocy. 
Such  was  not  always  his  opinion.  Hierebadbeena  time 
when  he  allowed  this  discretion  to  the  Executive. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  again  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  FoasrrB. 
Mr.  SMITH  said,  when  this  question  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate, in  Committee  aS the  Whole,  the  argument  then  present- 
ed was,  "  that  an  appropriation  for  the  outfit  to  France  was 
unnecessa^,for  the  President  could  (ifhe  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  send  a  minister  to  that  court  during  the  recess)  de- 
fray the  outfit  fWmi  the  "contingentfundforfbr^nfaiter> 
course."  I  apprehend,  Mr.  Premdent,  that  the  law  on  this 
subject  has  no!  been  well  understood.  [Here  Afr.  S.  read 
the  law.]  I  understand  the  law  thus:  that  the  fond  is  at  the 
dispontion  of  the  President  without  accountability  when  for 
secret  service:  but  when  disbursed  for  other  objects^  such 
disbursements  may  be  made  pubUc.  Such,  indeed,  is  the 
nature  of  the  fond,  that  the  President  may  draw  upm  it 
with  no  other  check  or  restraint  tiian  his  own  discretion. 
Thisfund  has  seldom  been  expended.  Iknowbutof  one 
instance  where  it  has  been  expended,  and  thitf  was  when 
Hr.  Madison  gave  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  a  certain  Mr. 
Henry.  The  fund,  as  its  name  implies,  is  for  "contingen- 
cies," from  which  payments  have  always  been  made  for 
ihe  quarter  salaries  to  ministers  for  the  expense  of  their 
return  home,  these  payments  beii^  verv  truly  "contin- 
gent expenses."  But  outfits  and  salanes  are  nedic, 
(agreeably  to  our  law,)  and  cannot  be  paid  out  of  tius  fiind) 
nor  have  tbey  ever  been  so  paid.  It  Is  true  that  former 
Prendents  have  borrowed  from  this  fund  for  outfiti^  but 
knowing  that  it  was  irregular,  they  have  ^waya  applied 
for  appropriations  to  replace  the  sums  thus  borrowed,  and 
they  have  never  beep  refttsed,  which  serves  to  show  tlut 
this  fond  has  never  been  considered  applicable  to  tile  pay- 
ment either  of  sabuy  or  outfit.  If  the  word  "Prance" 
be  stricken  from  the  bill,  the  Prendent  will  conclude  (in- 
deed, be  cannot  otherwise  understand  it)  that  thi  Senate 
do  not  consent  to  send  a  minister  to  France  in  the  recess. 
Nor  do  I  think  he  will  send  such  misnon,  unless^  indeed, 
some  extraordinary  necesuty  shall  occur,  such  as  a  war 
in  Europe.  Mr.  Rives  has  uked  leave  to  come  home,  be- 
cause tlie  climate  of  Paris  is  iigurious  to  his  health.  Per- 
mission to  return  has  been  accorded  to  him,  and  he  vUl 
probably  arrive  here  in  October.  No  nunister  wiU  be  sent 
to  France,  if  the  present  motion  be  concurred  in,  until 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  and  not  then,  until  the  ap- 

Eropriation  bill  for  1833  shall  have  passed,  and  become  a 
w,  which  will  probably  take  place  in  February  of  that 
and  thus  the  Government  will  be  mthout  a  miniater 
tti  Prance  from  September  until  May  or  June  fbllowing, 
which  may  be  injurious.  I  have  some  reason  to  believe 
that  the  Presdent  does  not  aceordwitJi  the  oiHdioii  that  he 
has  a  rigfit  to  draw  trata  tlus  contingent  Amd-  for  ontftta 
and  salaries  of  ministers.  The  President  may,  and  pro- 
bably does,  connder  these  disbunements  as  speofic,  and 
not  contingent.  We  have  bad  proof,  by  a  statement  made, 
that  Mr.  Randolph  recrived  no  outfit  until  the  ap]MX^ri- 
ation  bill  for  that  object  had  passed;  and  I  have  been  in- 
fortned  at  the  proper  department,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
did  not  receive  an  outfit.  I  mention  this,  in  order  toshow 
what  apiiears  to  be  tiie  opinioa  of  the  Preiident  in  rela- 
tion to  thfs  matter.  In  this,  the  President  may  appear  to 
some  geirtlenten  to  be  over  scrupulous.  He  is,  however, 
tile  sole  ju<^  of  his  own  cooduct.  I  know,  tnm  the 
course  pursued  by  Um,  whileamember  of  thb  body,  that 
he  is  strongly  in  mror  of  spetnfic  appropriations^  and  will, 
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I  think,  rigidly  adhere  to  theiOt  unless  the  case  be  ur|^nt, 
Mi^  w  cannot  be  ^speiued  with,  without  detriment  to 
the  public  interest.  In  such  esses,  the  Preudent  will  as- 
sume the  responstbility,  and  submit  his  conduct  to  Con- 
gress at  the  next  session.  If  Mr.  Rives  should  return  late 
in  the  autumn,  I  feel  confident  that  the  President  will  not 
(unless  the  necesuty  be  urgent)  appoint  a  successor  until 
Congress  ^11  meet.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  there- 
fore, I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Senate  ought  to  appropri- 
ate the  sum  asked  for.  The  vacancy  ou^t,  from  alt  that 
we  hare  heard,  to  be  conudered  as  one  which  has  actual- 
ly occurred,  for  Mr.  Rives  has  received  permission  to  re- 
turn home.  The  present  case  is  exactly  amilar  to  that  of 
Mr.  Rush,  who,  we  were  told,  had  been  recalled  to  take 
another  office,  and  for  whom  an  appropriation  was  made. 
It  has  been  said  that  outfits  had  not  been  paid,  on  account 
of  the  insufficiency  of  the  contingent  fund.  Mot  so.  I 
found  no  difficulty  in  obtuning  the  necessary  infermatioD 
from  the  Department  of  State.  This  department  did  not 
consider  that  there  was  any  secrecy  in  the  accounts,  (only 
of  $350,  which  had  beenj>aid  for  secret  service.)  audi  ob- 
tained aU  the  information  m  relation  to  this  subject  which  I 
deured.  It  will  be  recollected  tliat,  at  the  last  sesaon  of 
Congress,  the  sum  asked  for  this,  fund  was  $25,000,  and 
that  an  addition  of  $15,000  was  made  on  account  of  our 
treaty  with  Turkey,  making,  together,  the  sum  of  $40,000. 
Th>«  appropriation  has  been  accounted  for,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  by  a  statement  which  I  have  received  from  the 
State  Department,  viz. 
fi^eaditurei  on  account  of  contingent  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse  for  1831,  (27,148  87 
Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  8,789  48 
Repaymentto  the  treasury,      ...        4,784  37 


flO,723  73 

The  tr23  72  was  probably  an  unexpend^l  balance  from 
the  preceding  year.  From  this  atatement,  it  appears  that 
there. waa  a  balance  sufficient  to  have  pud  the  outfit  of  Mr. 
Van  Buxeiu  if  the  Preudent  bad  thought  such  application 
of  the  money  rijfht  and  proper.  The  ijecretary  ot  State  of 
tiie  former  administration  did  not  think  himself  Justified 
in  communicating  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment  the 
particular  items  of  expenditures.  It  is  true  that  he  of- 
fered to  do  K  confidentially.  The  committee  declined  to 
receive  iniblbiation  in  this  manner.  They  communicated, 
however,  the  amount  expended  by  Government  on  ac- 
count of  secret  service.  Perhaps  it  would  have  been  im- 
proper to  communicate  the  items — Tbus: 
Expenditures  for  secret  service  for  1823,  *23,  and 

^  J5,130 

Bxpendttures  for  secret  service  for  1835,  '26,  and 
.  'Sr  12,324 

The  (iuid  for  fbrugn  intercourse,  I  have  already  said, 
has  seldom  been  expended.  In  Mr.  Monroe's  administra* 
tion,  agents  were  sent  to  many  of  the  new  States  in  South 
America,  to  ascertun  the  state  of  political  affairs,  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  each  State — to  learn 
whetlier,  on  the  Governments  so  established,  reliance 
could  be  placed,  before  we  should  proceed  to  acknow 
ledge  them  a«  independent  Powers.  The  agents  thus  sent 
were  paid  from  this  fund.  The  fund  has  been  applied  tu 
the  payment  of  messengers  and  confidential  agencies. 
Sevml  gentlemen  have  carried  messages  wliich  could  not 
be  carried  safely  by  tlie  mail — such  as  Mr.  Pleasants  to 
Brazil,  and  Mr.  Cook  to  Cuba,  as  confidential  agent.  I 
will  now  submit  a  statement  which  I  have  received  from 
the  State  Department  on  this  subject,  which  shows  the  ex- 
penditures for  foreign  intercdune  from  the  adt^tion  of 
the  constitution. 

Kzpen^turcs  for  foreign  mtercourse 

fron  Mardi  4^  1789,  to  December 

31,  1S28.  (40  yearn,} 
Average  ^  each  year. 


501,833  13 
250,916  56 


99,533  97 


Expenditures  for  foreign  intercourse 
from  Janoaty  1,  1839,'  to  December 

31,  1830,  

Average  for  each  year, 
showing  the  average  for  (he  year*  1839 
and  1830  to  be  less  than  the  average  of 
the  previous  years,  by    -       -  - 
These  statements,  it  will  be  seen,  come  up  to  the  31st 
December,  1830;  the  statement  for  last  year  has  not  yet 
been  published. 

The  total  amount  provided  by  thehiO  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, (amendments  included, )  is  ^22, 400,  being  |2fi,05053 
less  than  the  general  avera^  up  to  December  31,  1838. 

I  will  proceed,  Mr.  President,  tu  considerthe  expendi- 
tures, which  a  Senator  has  said  "hare  increasea,  ire 
increasing,  and,  ought  to  be  diminished."  l^ua  remark 
may  be  con-ect,  and,  if  so,  it  mav  justly  be  attributed  to 
the  increase  of  our  country.  If,  however,  there  be  my 
material  increase  in  our  expenditures,  (which  I  doubt,)  it 
most  unquestionably  cannot  be  charged  to  the  Executive 
that  thia  increase  has  taken  place,  llie  President  uks 
only  for  the  amount  required  oy  existing  laws,  such  as  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  the  surveys  of  public  lands,  and 
perhaps  some  smaller  objects.  All  other  appropriaiion* 
are  made  by  Confess,  over  which  the  President  hu  no 
control.  No  President  has  ever  vetoed  an  appropriation 
which  has  passed  both  Houses,  except  on  constitutional 
grounds.  During  the  present  sesdon  large  appronriations 
have  been  made,  and  additional  sums  will  be  votco,  which, 
if  presented  in  time  for  the  consideration  of  the  Preadent, 
I  presume  lie  will  sign.  In  the  bill  before  us,  there  is  an 
item  of  ^10,000  for  surveying  the  public  lands,  besides 
other  large  sums,  in  relation  to  the  public  domain,  which, 
taken  cofleclively,  constitute  a  large  sum,  and  add  giat 
ly  to  the  civil  list.  We  have  passed  a  bill  fbr  the  State  of 
Virginia  of  $650,000— for  the  State  of  South  Citrfiai 
above  $100,000— another  bill  to  allow  interest  to  certam 
States,  wbid^  if  it  passes  the  House  of  BepresentttiTe^ 
will  amount  (I  think)  to  a  million  of  doUm.  Other  very 
large  appropriations  are  reported.  Can  the  ExecutiTC 
stop  them?  If  he  cannot  stop  them,  why  unjustly  chitge 
them  to  the  administration?  My  observation  has  shown 
me,  that  on  all  subjects  of  expenditure  tlie  opiiuonsol 
gentlemen  mainly  depend  upon  the  fact  "whetlier it « 
your  bull  or  mine."  Our  greatest  economist  ^Mr.  Foot] 
dcmurstoexpen^tures  generally,  and  yet  he  npresimg 
with  great  zeal,  and  will  probably  succeed,  in  passing  a 
pension  bill,  wluch  will  cost  tliis  country  at  Icart  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  per  annum,  and  next  year  we  shall  perhapa 
be  told  by  that  worthy  gentleman  of  the  extravagant  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  administriition.  Now,  s  r,  I  un 
as  much  disposed  to  restrict  and  lessen  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government  as  any  Senator  on  this  floor,  but  1  cwj- 
not  find  any  item  which  I  think  can  properly  be  nrducedi 
and  1  wiU  tliank  any  gentleman  to  point  out  to  nie  anj 
item  of  the  public  expenditures  which  will  adtiJt  of  reduc- 
tion, and  I  assure  him  of  my  aid  inadvocatingthc  reduction, 
if  any  can  be  obtained  without  injury  to  the  publicintercsl. 

The  diplomatic  expenditures  of  the  present  admimstw- 
tion  have  been  particularly  censured;  and,  in  order  to  prow 
that  they  have  been  extra^-agant,  the  Senator  [Mr.  Iw>»J 
has  selected  two  yearatn  Mr.  Adams's  administratwiv'n" 
the  expenditures  happened  to  be  the  most  limited^  am 
contrasted  them  with  two  years  of  General  Jackson  s  la- 
ministration,  when  the  expenditures  were  the 
in  tills  \nanncr  has  proved  the  extravagance  of  which  ne 
complains.  Now,  I  propose  a  single  query  to  Iw 
tor.  Is  this  comparison  a  fair  one  ?  That  Senator  P^l^ 
sued  llic  same  course  last  year.  His  speech  »  as  pubwuca 
in  a  Baltimore  papw,  and  for  a  little  time  had  its  efl™ 
I  liad  replied  to  him,  hut  had  not  published  my  r^marU 


-   $14,018,014  14!a  friend  ahowetlmc  the  gentkmaii's  speech,  sndbMmK 
350,450  53  the  notes  of  my  rcmai  ks  with  me,  I  pubfidied  U»c  •pew" 
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which  I  hftd  delivered  in  the  Senate,  find  notiiing'  more 
was  heard  of  the  comparison  of  expenditures,  nor  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  present  administration.  Suppose  Iwere 
to  foUow  what  1  conuder  the  unfair  example  of  the  Sena- 
tor, and  contrast  the  expenditure  of  the  first  year  of  Mr. 
Adams's  administration  OD  account  of  diplomatic  intercourse, 
$213,500,  with  the  expenditure  oh  tiie  nune  account  in  the 
Brat  year  of  General  Jackson's  admiDistration,  |137,500, 
I  should  certainly  prove  a  great  extravagance  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  according  to  the  mode  of 
comparison  adopted  by  the  Senator,  [Mr.  Foot.]  Uut, 
sir,  I  will  have  recourse  to  no  such  expedients.  My  friends 
would  consider  me  dishonored  in  adopting  them,  and  1 
should  consider  myself  unworthy  if  I  had  recourse  to  them. 

The  Setiator  &om  Connecticut  [Mr.  Foot]  pursued  a 
most  curious  course  the  otiierday,  which  is  somewhat  in  the 
same  style.  His  speech  which  afibrds  the  detail^  appears 
in  this  morning's  Intelligencer.  He  ^elects  the  two  years 
of  Mr.  Adams^  administration,  for  which  the  smallest  sums 
had  been  appropriated,  and  has  added  the  appropriation 
of  the  first  year  (which  is  the  most  limited)  of  General 
Jackson's  administration,  to  wit,  1627»  1838,  and  1829, 
and  has  contj-asted  them  with  the  appropriations  for  1830, 
1831,  Slid  1832.  This  comparison  is  instituted  by  that 
Senator  for  tlie  nurpose  (as  usual)  of  showing  the  great 
extravagance  of  the  present  administration.  IF  this  lati- 
ttide  in  the  selection  of  years  be  allowed  the  gentleman, 
lie  cao  no  doubt  prove  almost  any  tiling  which  numbers 
will  prove.  But,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  must  adhere 
to  facts,  and  to  plun  facts,  arranged  in  a  plain  manner. 
No  latitude  can  be  allowed.  The  only  true  and  correct 
way,  Mr.  President,  to  institute  any  thing  like  a  just  and 
fair  comparison  of  tlic  relative  appropriations  on  account 
of  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  present  and  former 
administration,  is  to  contrast  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Adams's 
adminbtration  with  the  four  years  of  the  present  admin- 
istration. Had  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Vuut] 
confined  himself  to  this  compai-i^on,  I  should  not  have  had 
occasion  for  one  word  of  comment.  To  such  a  comparison 
there  cannot  be  urged  asingle  objection.  In  Uie  four  years 
of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  there  was  appropriated  on 
account  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  the  sum  of  $731,000 
For  the  foiu'jearsof  General  Jackson's 

administration,       -      -      -  $801,500 
Deduct  on  account  of  extraordinary 

expenses  for  presents  and  treaty 

with  Turkey,         ....  99,000 

  $702,500 

wliich  clearly  shows  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  General 
Jackson's  administration  on  account  of  diplomatic  inter- 
course are  $28,500  less  than  the  four  years  of  Mi-.  Adams. 
There  were  also  two  other  extraordinary  approptiations 
charged  to  the  account  of  diplomatic  intercourse  of  the 
present  administration,  which  cannqt  ags^in  occur,  to  wit, 
$32,500  for  the  mission  to  the  Netherhuida,  and  $9,000 
for  the  mission  to  Naples;  botli  of  which  were  indispen- 
sably necessary,  and  which  have  increased  the  expendi- 
tures oil  account  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  in  the  present 
administration,  $31,500.  Add  to  this  the  $9,000  outht  for 
a  minister  to  £ng»nd,  which  the  economisU  have  rendered 
necessary  by  their  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the 
total  amount  of  extraradinary  expenditures,  independent- 
ly of  that  of  Constantinople,  nyill  amount  to  $40,500.  It 
would  be  correct  and  proper  to  state  the  total  of  expen- 
ditures on  account  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  in  the  four 
years  of  General  Jackson's  administration,  at  $801,500; 
and,  after  deducting  all  those  extraordinary  expenses, 
there  would  remain  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  four 
yeara  only  $662,000,  being  $69,000  less  than  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Adams's  adroitustratton. 
I'lie  appropriations  for  the  next  four  years  will  probably 
not  exceed  tliia  amount. 

1  will  iMiw,  Mr.  Prerideut,  state  tlic  appropriation  for 


the  fund  in  question  during  the  adnuniitmtioni  of  Mr. 
Adams  and  General  Jackson; 

1825 —  For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course,  $40,000  , 

1826—  For  the  same,        -         -         -  40,000 

1827—  For  the  same,        -         -         -  30,000 

1828— None  required. 


1839 — ^None  appropriated. 

1830—  For  the  same, 

1831—  For  the,same, 

1832—  For  the  same,  (present  bill,) 


$110,000 


-  $30,000 

-  25,000 
■  30.000 

$85,000 


Noie.SiTKx  the  delivery  of  the  above  neech,  1  find 
that  the  total  unount  of  the  utpropriationa  for  tfie  three 
first  years  of  General  Jackson's  adnuDtstration,  exelurive 
of  payment  for  the  public  debt,  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  '  -  $41,950,093 

And  the  total  expenditures  during  the  same 

years,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  39,808,733 

$2,141,360 

thus  showing  a  saving  of  upwards  of  two  nullions  of  dol- 
lars. The  Prerident  cannot  control  the  appropriations, 
but  he  can  contnd,  and  evidendy  haa  controlled,  the  na- 
tional expenses  to  this  lar^  amountf  this  is  the  result  of 
an  economical  administration  of  afiairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  then  rose  to  address  the  Senatei  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoMDAT,  A»ii  23. 
VACCINATION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  tlie  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  motion  introduced  by  him' on  Friday  last, 
to  reconnder  the  vote  by  which  the  oill  to  extend  tne  be- 
nefits of  vaccination  among  the  Indians  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  15,  nays  14. 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  precise  form  in 
which  the  bill  was  now  placed  before  the  Senate.  It  was 
finally  determined,  however,  that  an  amendment  previous- 
ly moved  by  Mr.  FRKusBHiTraKx  was  in  order. 

This  amendment  provides  that  in  cases  where  a  phyu- 
cian  is  called,  ,he  snail,  if  it  be  considered  a  necessaty 
precaution,  be  conducted  by  two  competent  persona  to 
the  Indians  who  are  either  infected,  or  deemed  to  be  in 
danger  of  infection,  at  ux  dollars  per  day  each,  and  six 
men  at  twenty-five  dollars  the  month. 

Mr.  BUCKNBR  asked  for  the  yeaf  and  nays  on  th!a 
question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bel!,  Benton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Marcy,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Tipton,  Tomliuson,  Troup,  Webster  .White,  Wilkins — 30. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  Hayne, 
Mang\im,  Miller,  Moore,  Tazewell,  Tyler.— 10. 

On  motion  ,of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  bill  was  then  recom- 
nNtted  to  the  Committee  on  In^an  AlTurs. 

The  bill  to  exempt  Portuguese  TCssels  from  the  duties 
on  tonnage,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
"Hie  Senate  proceeded  to  take  up  ttie  bill  making  ap< 
piopriations  for  the  support  of  the  Govemment  for  the 
year  1832.    llie  question  being  on  concurrii^  with  tb« 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  in  thrir  Amendment^  striking 
otit  the  appropriation  of  an  oatfit  to  France. 

Mr.  MII't'l^R*  of  South  Carolina,  said,  in  moving  to 
strilce  out  ao  much  of  the  appropriation  aa  relates  to  the 
outfit  of  a  minister  to  Prance,  he  had  no  intention  or  desire 
to  entrench  upon  the  po«-en  of  the  Prendent  or  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives. 

The  question  waa  purely  one  of  legislation,  over  which 
both  bodiei  had  equal  rights.  The  House  of  Represen- 
tatires  bad  as  much  right  to  insist  on  thia  appropriation, 
aa  the  Senate  had  to  amend  the  bill  hj  striking  it  out. 

What  we  are  now  to  decide  is,  whether  it  is  proper  to 
make  an  appropriation  for  a  minister  to  France,  to  be  ap- 
pointed dunng  the  recess.  The  Senate  had  stricken  out 
thb  oBtflt.  andthe  House  had  restored  it.  Shall  we  recede, 
or  adhere  to  our  amendment^  It  is  an  ordinary  question 
of  legidation,  involvine'  none  of  the  privileges  of  the  Se- 
nate. The  House  of  Representatives  had  the  most  un- 
questionable right  to  determine  for  itself,  as  a  part  of  the 
legislative  power,  and  so  liad  the  Prendent  and  Senate. 
Each  must  put  their  own  conatruction  on  the  constitution, 
and  exercise  their  discretion  and  beat  judgment  on  such 
nutters  as  come  within  the  scope  of  action  of  each  respect- 
ire  branch.  The  President  had  the  right  to  put  bit  con- 
ttnietion  on  the  constitution,  and  fill  up  a  nuasion  in  the 
KCCM.  The  Route  of  Representatives,  in  the  enr^ 
of  its  jodgment,  might  provide  the  outfit,  assuming  that 
the  Eiaeutive  could  fill  up  a  vacancy,  such  aa  this  one,  in 
the  recent  and  the  Senate  had  an  equal  right  to  act  upon 
its  views  of  the  constitutional  powera  of  the  President,  as 
well  as  upon  the  expediency  of  providing  now  by  lav  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  either  contingent  or-certoin,  as  it  may  be, 
in  the  misaon  to  France.  There  was  no  reason  for  alarm 
on  the  wore  of  invainon  of  the  powera  of  the  Senate  t  we 
had  a  doable  check  upon  the  Prestdenti  one  legislative, 
and  tiie  other  execubve.  We  o«n  either  withhold  the 
appropriation,  or  refuse  to  sanction  the  misnon,  or  con- 
firm the  minister.  The  powers  of  the  Senate  were  ample 
for  the  protection  of  its  constitutional  rights,  if  it  were 
true  to  tne  States  and  itself.  While  he  diadaii^ed  any 
feeling  hostility  towards  the  Executive,  or  the  other 
branch  of  tiie  Legislature,  he  waa  prepared  to  incur  any 
and  every  responability  incident  to  the  refusal  to  recede 
fVom  tliis  amendment.  This  appropriation  involved  some- 
thing of  principle  and  something  of  fiict  In  the  first  place, 
has  ftie  Prerident  power  to  fill  up  a  vacancy  which  may 
occur  during  the  recess  in  a  foreign  mission  f 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  expreued  his  doubts  on  this  sub- 

{'ect|  when  he  first  made  tlie  question  on  this  outfit,  and 
te  had  beard  nothing  to  remove  them.  It  had  been  said, 
this  wu  an  every  dav  practice  of  the  Government.  It 
may  be  so,  but  it  did  not  appear;  no  case  had  been  fur- 
lUahed*  in  which  the  President's  right  to  fill,  during  the 
receaa,  had  been  recognised  by  prospective  legislation. 
Such  cases  might  be  found]  they  had  not  been  produced; 
and  if  they  were  produced,  he  aid  not  consider  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  so  far  establislicd  as  to  overturn  a 
plun  rule  laid  down  tn  the  charter  we  had  avorn  to  sup- 
pon.  It  waa  the  written  constitution,  not  the  practices 
of  the  Executive,  nor  the  abuses  of  our  predecessors, 
which  we  were  called  on  to  maintain.  There  is  a  very  obvi- 
ous difference  between  confirming  a  minister  appointed 
during  the  recess,  and  authorizing  such  an  appointment  in ; 
advance.  The  one  case  only  concedes  to  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Government  a  fair  right  to  put  its  own  con- 
atruction on  ita  own  powerst  and  the  other  puts  the  conatruc- 
tion of  the  Senate  on  those  powers.  The  one  concedes 
the  ri^tf  of  opinion  to  the  Exeeutivej  the  other  substi- 
tutes toe  opinion  of  the  Executive  for  our  own,  and  re- 
cognises the  entire  right  of  the  Prendent  to  fill  up  ap- 
pointments during  the  recess.  Has  the  Prendent  thia 
right?  U  there  any  difference  between  a  vacancy  in  ao 
esiating  miwioii,  and  a  vacaD^  in  a  misMm  not  yet  inati- 


tuted?  These  are  queitions  to  be  solved  by  a  reference 
to  the  constitution.  *'The  Prendent  shall  nominate, 
and  by  and  with  the  coitsent  of  the  Senate  appoint  ambis- 
sadors,  other  public  ministers,"  &c.  The  nomitutitm 
confers  no  office  until  the  apptn^tment  is  made;  the  ip- 
pointment  is  not  made  until  the  Senate  pisies  on  the  no- 
mination. When  there  is  an  existing  l^il  office,  the 
appointing  power  is  under  a  moral  t>bl^ation  to  fill  the 
same.  If  a  judge  resigns  or  dies,  the  vacancy  miutbe 
filled,  or  the  appointing  power  omits  to  do  ita  dutjr.  It  it 
not  so  of  a  foreign  minister:  if  he  dies  or  reigns,  then  is 
no  legal  obligation  to  appoint  hi&  successor.  The  mere 
volition  of  the  appointing  power  makes  the  office  and  the 
minister  in  the  same  breath. 

Public  ministers  are  not  subsisting  officers  of  the  Qo- 
vemmcnt.  lliere  is  no  minister  to  I^nce  until  be  is  ap- 
pointed ;  and  there  is  no  office  of  nfimster  separate  andapart 
from  the  incumbent.  Hence  a  vacancy  cannot  be  pmfi- 
cated  of  a  foreign  mission.  When  a  mmister  is  reaille^ 
there  is  an  end  of  the  office  as  well  as  the  mission.  The 
power  of  the  President  to  appoint  during  the  receu  can- 
not extend  to  a  minister,  because  there  is  no  vacancy  to 
fill  up.  Every  appointment  of  a  nunister  is  an  ori^nal 
one,  and  not  the  filling  up  of  a  pre-ensting  office.  It 
seems  to  be  admitted,  pretty  geoerally,  that  the  Preaident 
cannot  orinnate  a  foreign  mission  wiuiout  the  adriceuul 
conaent  <n  the  Senate.  Mr.  M.  said  be  was  not  ^le  to 
discover  any  difference  between  cases  where  a  minister 
has  heretofore  been  sent,  and  where  one  has  not.  The 
sending  a  minister  to  France  this  year  does  not  eonititii- 
tionally  imply  that  you  must  send  one  next  year;  the  re- 
call, or  reugnation,  or  death  of  the  minister  dctenninea 
the  nrission.  And,  unlets  the  President  can  originate  a 
mission  in  the  recess,  he  cannot  apploint  where  there  bo 
been  an  antecedent  Diisnoo. 

We  have  now  no  minister  at  the  court  of  Auitrii. 
There  may  be  just  as  much  necessity  tor  our  represdnti- 
tion  at  that  court,  on  the  Ist  of  October  next,  u  at  IM 
French  court,  upon  the  termination  of  the  office  of  tbc 
present  ministerto  France.  The  right  to  originate  niiiiww 
at  each  of  these  courts,  is,  by  the  constitution,  die  "Jiie- 
But  if  it  were  proposed  to  grant  an  outfit  for  a  number  to 
Auattia,  to  be  appointed  daring  the'recesa,  it  would  not 
be  sustained.  How  is  it,  then,  Uiat  we  propose  to  recog^ 
nise  the  right  of  the  President  to  originate  a  miawon  to 
France  during  the  recess?  It  is  obvious  that  thia  view  o' 
the  question  involv^  a  constitutional  power,  which  loioe 
the  objection  to  this  appropriation  a  substantial  one.  u 
he  beheved  the  President  had  the  abstract  rii^  to  renew 
the  nuarion  to  France  during  the  rece«,  he  vooU  not 
care  whether  the  apprt^riation  should  be  specific  or  cos* 
tingent.  Assuming  that  the  Prendent  had  the  power  to 
fill  up  the  mission  during  the  recess,  it  was  immaterial  <w* 
of  what  fund  the  outfit  wu  p^d.  It  then  becane  one  of 
mere  expediency,  whether  we  should  be  representen  it 
the  French  court  during  the  tiime  which  would  ebpse 
between  October  and  the  next  sesnon  of  the  Senate.  The 
appropriation  affirms  three  propodtions:  first,  the  coodi- 
tutional  power  of  the  President  to  fill  up  all  vacanciea  ftsl 
may  occur  during  the  recess;  secondly,  that  tlus  vacan? 
will  happen  during  the  recess;  and,  tlurdly,  that  the  same 
should  be  filled  for  the  two  months  antecedent  to  our  ocit 
session.  Mr.  H.  said  he  doubted,  nay,  he  denied,  evci? 
one  of  these  proportions.  He  had  attempted  to  prore 
that  an  ambassador  waa  not  a  aubnsting  officer  of ^ 
vemment;  and  hence  there  could  be  no  vacancy  in 
office.  But,  suppose  he  erred  fm  tUs  subject,  and  that  a 
fiir^n  mission  is  such  an  office  aa  mqr  be  fiUed  diinif 
the  receis.  then  a  question  of  fact  had  to  be  settled,  wbich 
is,  has  the  vacancy  biqipened,  or  ia  it  to  happen?  !■  ^ 
vacancy  has  already  happened,  in  the  senae  oS  that  tern 
in  the  constitution,  no  one  would  contend  it  could  be  dU- 
ed  during  the  receH.   During  the  debate  on  the  ttry 
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qocatim,  whether  thit  wm  an  actu^  ot  eontbiMiit  Tacau' 
cy,  the  Secretny     State  tends  in  the  fidlowing  letter: 
DaVABTxiiTT  or  State, 

Wathinghn,  ^IttJpril,  1832. 
Sim:  I  am  directed  by  the  Prendent  to  inform  you  that 
dme  is,  atpreMO^  no  vacancy  in  the  office  of  envoy  ex- 
traordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  King  of 
the  French,  but  that  such  vacancy  will  occur  in  the  month 
of  October  nest;  rir.  Rives  having  reqpested  leave  to 
return  at  that  peiiod,  and  bis  request  having  been  acceded 
to  by  the  Prendent. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  LWOrOSTON. 

S.  SwiTB,  Esquire, 

Chaimun  Com.  m  Ftaanee  of  tht  Senate. 

In  this  letter,  it  is  not  aid  that  the  vacuicy  will  **  hap- 
pen" in  the  mcoith  of  October,  but  diat  it  wilt  "occur." 

That  which  wasbeftireuncertsin,  beoomes  now  eertun. 
It  it  now  no  longer  doubtful  whether  any  vacancy  exists 
in  the  office  of  minister  to  Fiance,  if  the  office  be  one  in 
perpetui^.  The  incumbent  has  aafced  leave  to  return  in 
October,  and  leave  has  been  given.  This  fiwt  is  made 
known  to  us  while  we  are  dtsciuaii^  the  qoestioni  it  be-. 
come%  therefore,  apart  of  the  ret  gatOt  and  determhiH 
the  peiiod  at  wtdeh  the  inoombent  will  go  out  of  office. 
It  is  now  a  perfect  certainty  that  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
ndnister  to  France  will  occur  in  October.  It  will  not  hap- 
pen during  tbe  recesst  it  bar  already  happened,  and  an 
outfit  ia  to  be  provided  for  bis  successor.  The  very  le- 
gialative  provision  for  an  mitfit  would  be  concluuve  of  the 
bet  of  a  vacancy.  How  can  a  vacancy  be  said  to  happen 
during  the  recess,  when  Con^ss  provides  an  outfit  now  ? 
If  we  pass  this  sppropriatioa,  it  wiU  be  a  solemn  kpslative 
entctment,  declaring  that  a  vacancy  eiasts  hi  the  office  of 
nuniiter  to  France  in  October  next.  Then  the  Pftrident 
ought  td  make  the  nomination  at  the  present  tesnon. 

That  which  is  known,  cannot  be  said  to  be  unknown. 
What  has  happened,  cannot  be  an  event  that  may  bappen. 
If,  upon  the  fiuth  of  the  &cU  stated  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretaiy  of .  State,  an  appropriation  is  made  of  nine 
theusand  dollars,  at  the  request  of  the  appointing  power, 
will  that  power  hereafter  be  permitted  to  aur  no  vacancy 
has  happened?  Is  tihe  public  treasure  to  be  locked  up  for 
outBts  raat  may  not  be  wanted  ?  If  the  Prendent,  to  make 
that  certun  which  was  before  contingent,  makes  a  com- 
monieation  to  the  Senate,  bow  can  those  who  are  parties 
to  a  lav  passed  on  the  assumption  of  such  •  state  of  fiwts, 
controvert  the  same  ?  The  power  to  make  the  vacanc}*  is 
with  tbe  Prc«dent(  but  the  power  to  provide  tbe  outfit  is 
not.  The  Premtent  makes  thevacanc^ to  getthe  money; 
yet  it  u  said  there  is  no  vacancy.  It  is  a  vacancy  during 
tbe  session  to  get  the  money,  and  a  vacancy  during  tbe 
recess  to  fill  the  office.  The  power  to  fill  offices  during 
the  recess  is  confined  to  acddental  and  unknown  vacan- 
cies. What  are  known  and  provided  for  takes  the  power 
from  the  Preudent.  To  the  Deity  nothing  hwpens — with 
Him  there  are  no  casualties — every  thing  is  known  and 
provided  fort  but  Congress  has  not  the  power,  ommpotent 
as  it  may  be,  to  deer^  that  which  has  not  happened,  but 
that  which  baa  iHUipuied,  may  hap|>ett,  and  provide  for 
tbeez^ncj.  lie  Senate  oiu^t,Jui  its  legislative  cha- 
racter, to  take  care  that  no  ^triment  comes  to  their 
executive  powers.  We  do  not  stand  in  need  of  light  from 
history  to  instruct  us  of  the  tendency  of  all  power  to 
eonceittrate  in  the  bands  of  a  single  person.  We  have 
only  to  look  around  us,  and  the  influence  of  tbe  ExecU' 
live  power  is  easily  perceived,  in  doors  as  well  as  out  of 
doors. 

It  cannot  be  doubled  but  that  the  Prendent  of  the 
Umted  States  is  constantly  absorbing  all  the  Executive 
power  of  tbe.  Government.  The  Senate  will,  in  the  {ffo- 
cesB  of  time,  bcoome  a  mere  circumstance— a  registering 


junto,  exercising  no  control  over  the  subjects  constitu- 
tionally confided  to  its  care.  .We  ought  to  guard  agunst 
such  a  state  of  things. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  voted  for  the  outfit  for  miiuster  to 
Great  Britain,  under  the  belief  that  a  nomination  would  be 
made  during  the  seasioni  and  for  tbe  same  reason  would 
vote  for  the  present  outfit,  if  it  were  intended,  during  the 
present  sesuon,  to  make  the  appmntment.  The  contrary 
u  implied  in  the  above  letter.  If  itbe  so  important  tothe 
country  that  no  chasm  shall  take  place  in  this  mission, 
that  we  should  now  grant  the  outfit,  is  it  not  equslly  im- 
portant that  we  should  make  tbe  appmntment  of  such  a 
minister  as  the  whole  apptnnting  power  may  approve  of? 

A  minister  in  a  chrysalis  state  ought  not,  but  m  extreme 
cases,  to  take  hb  outfit  and  salaryi  he  should  be  fledged 
fully  before  tbe  public  funds  are  dlsnpated  on  him.  If 
appropriations  for  outfits  stnd  salaries  are  regularly  and 
annually  granted,  no  nuiUatw  need  ever  be  sent  to  the 
Senate.  Hie  President  shall  have  power  to  ffil  up 
vacancies  that  may  happen  duriiuf  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  by  granting  commisrions  which  jhall  expbc  at  the 
end  of  their  next  sesvon."  ' 

Appointments  made  during  the  recess,  it  may  be  UMy 
contended,  will  always  expire  during  tbe  recess.  The 
commyMion  will  expire  oiuy  at  the  end  of  die  seswm. 
The  vacantgr  does  not  occur  during  the  sessitm,  and  wniat 
tiicrefore  occur  during  the  recess.  If  the  'menaaf  in 
such  cases  occur  during  die  rece8^^  let  a  pliant  Senate 
grant  the  outfit]  and  what  is  there  to  prevent  a  perpetuid 
appointment  to  this  office  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate?  If  even  the  minister  be  rejected,  the  right  to 
apjioint  him  again  would  result  from  the  principles  on 
which  the  appropriation  is  supported.  It  is  sud  that  it 
would  be  obviouslT  in^iroper  to  reappoint,  in  the  recess^ 
an  officer  who  baa  been  rejected  by  the  Senate;  that  it 
would' be  a  plain  vidationof  the  constitution.  In  what 
would  the  violation  conmt?  It  is  no  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution to  renominate  a  person  rejected  by  the  Senate, 
but  it  would  be  a  violation  of  tbe  conditution  to  apptunt, 
after  the  rising  of  the  Senate,  a  person  to  office  which 
became  vacant  during  the  session,  although  tlic  term  of 
office  had  to  run  into  the  recess.  In  this  reflect,  the 
outfits  for  the  imniitw  to  France  and  England  botii  stood 
on  the  same  footing!  the  comndsuons  of  both  are  now 
determined,  and  yet  both  run  into  the  recess.  The  only 
reason  the  President  cannot  appoint  Uie  minister  to  Eng- 
land during  the  recess  Is,  that  he  cannot  bring  himself 
within  the  exception  provided  by  the  constitution.  He 
can  only  fill  vacancies  which  happen  during  the  recess. 
If  tbe  vacancy  becomes  certain  by  operation  of  law,  then 
he  must  nominate  to  tbe  Senate  at  toe  session  next  ante- 
cedent to  such  vaeanc]^.  Thus,  for  instance,  if  a  manhal's 
commission  would  expire  on  the  rising  of  the  Senate,  or 
on  the  1st  day  of  next  October,  in  lioth  cases  the  nomi- 
nations should  be  made  to  the  Senate  during  its  present 
sesnon.  Under  a  different  construction  of  the  constitution, 
an  officer  might  be  kept  in  office  without  the  assent  of 
tbe  Senate  uways,  and  a  mere  exception  to  the  rule,  as 
to  the  precedent  approval  o€  the  SeniUe,  might  dertroy 
the  rule  itself.  Tbe  Prendent  shall  appoint  to  office 
where  vacancies  happen  during  the  recessi  every  vacancy 
that  u  filled  in  the  recess,  must,  by  the  constitution,  be- 
come vacant  during  the  reces^  where  the  same  is  not 
confirmed  by  the  Senate.  If  tbe  Senate  reject  the  officer, 
or  the  Preudent  omit  to  send  in  the  nomhtatiM)  slt<^ther, 
then  the  vacancy  will  agun  occur  during  the  recess,  and 
may  be  so  continued  adu^nitttm. 

Sir,  tbe  true  way  to  prevent  such  inroads  upon  the 
spirit  of  the  constitotion,  is  to  withhold  the  appropriations. 

The  only  remmning  objection  to  this  appropriation  b 
one  of  mere  expedimcy. 

Adnutting  the  abstract  constitutional  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  sppirint  daring  the  recess  a  public  minister, 
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andtbitt  the  vacancy  in  thU  tniuion. will  happen  during 
the  reccttf  then  ia  it  proper  to  provide  an  outfit  for  a 
miniater  to  France,  so  as  to  enable  the  PrenUent  to  send 
one  ^road  without  the  approbation  oT  the  Senate,  only 
two  months  in  advance  of  its  session^  Mr.  H.  said  he 
rested  bis  opposition  principally  upon  the  other  groundst 
he  was,  nererthcleta*  Mtisfied  tiu^  there  existed  many 
strong  objection!  to  tttbprovinon,  on  tliis  latter  ground. 
It  would  be  better  that  there  ahould  be  a  short  interval  in 
our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  France,  than  that  a  min- 
ister should  be  sent  to  that  court,  who  might  be  rejected. 

It  was  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  our  representativeb 
abroad  were  only  the  President's  ministera.  Xhey  were 
the  ministers  of  the  United  States,  and  appointed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  States,  and  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  pemle.  It  ought  to  be  a  very  strong  case  that  would 
justily  tlie  appmntment  of  ministers  but  a  few  weeks  be- 
fitre  the  meeting  Kii  the  Senate. 

The  refusal  to  confirm  such  appointments  increased  the 
expense,  and  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  removal  from 
office  than  the  refusal  to  appoint. 

This  subject  had  acqittred  an  artificial  importance  by 
the  difference  between  the  Houses.  He  had  been  aome- 
wbat  instrumental  in  producing  the  difficult,  and  felt, 
therefbre*  bonnd  to  state  the  poaitions  on  which  he  rested 
lui  vote. 

Hr.  TYLER  aud  that  when  the  subject,  then  occupying 
the  Senate,  was  hcfbre  the  Committee  on  finance,  he  had 
seen  no  ^ood  reason  against  the  appropriation  of  an  outfit 
to  a  mimater  to  France  upon  the  return  of  Mr.  Rivea. 
Nor  had  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  in  the  Se- 
nate, while  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  impressed  him  with 
different  views.  He  had,  accordingly,  voted  against  the 
motim  to  strike  it  outl  Then,  die  Senate  -was  informed 
of  Mr.  Bives's  application  for  leave  to  retaim,  and  ttie  pro- 
baJ>le  nece»ty  which  might  exist  of  deputing  a  minister 
to  succeed  him.  This  came  to  us  in  an  official  form,  but 
nothing  was  positively  determined  in  relation  to  it,  by  the 
Presdent.  The  letter  from  the  Secrctaty  of  State,  this 
morning  handed  in  at  the  table  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Gomn^ttee,  had  removed  all  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject»  and  we  are  given  distinotlv  to  undetvtend  that  the 
Prewdent  has  acceded  to  Mr.  Bives's  request,  and  that  he 
has  permission  to  return  in  October.  We  have,  then,  no 
longer  the  case  of  a  contingency  presented  to  us.  It  is 
next  to  certain  that  a  vacancy  will  arise  in  the  misnon  to 
Paris  before  the  nexl  meeting  of  Cong^ss;  and  a  specific 
Appropriation  ought  to  be  made,  to  meet  any  emet^ncy 
which  may  arise.  It  appeared  to  him  that  there  could  be 
but  two  gnmnda  on  wmch  the  appropriation  could  be  re< 
rated: 

1.  That  It  was  improper  in  the  President  to  have  as- 
sented to  Mr.  Bives's  request. 

2.  Hiat  the  United  States  required  no  representative 
at  Paris. 

Upon  neither  of  these  did  he  entertain  any  doubt  On  the 
first,  if  there  was  nothing  more  in  the  case  than  the  hct  of 
the  nunister's  having  been  abaent  for  more  than  three 
year%  during  the  mater  part  of  which  time  he  had  been 
burdened  with  an  fiDf>ortant  subject  of  negotiation,  he,  for 
one,  should  see  no  gonl  cause  to  object  to  hia  return. 
But,  in  edition  to  this,  he  had  learned,  from  a  source  that 
chimed  his  unqualified  confidence,  tiiat  Mr.  Rives's  health 
had  become  very  bad,  and  that,  in  all  probability,  his  life 
m^t  be  hazarded  by  rewding  another  winter  in  Paris. 
Mt.  T.  presumed,  therefore,  that  no  Senator,  under  the 
circumstances,  would  object  to  the  Prendent's  assent  to 
Mr.  H.*s  return.  He  anticipated  as  little  difference  of 
opin-Km  on  flie  last  point,  vii.  the  propriety  of  appointing 
a  snccesaor  to  Mr.  Kves.  The  present  unsenled  condi- 
tion of  Europe  called  for  the  measure.  A  war  had  long 
been  anticipated)  and  althouglt,  at  present,  the  surfiice  of 
tbinp  was  more  tranquil  th  Ji  it  hod  been,  yet  no  one 


could  pretend  to  say  that  new  causes  of  ditturbaace  aiiht 
not  arise.  For  himself,  he  had  no  doubt'that,  sooner  or 
later,  conrulsions  would  occur.  It  did  not  seem  to  him 
probable  that,  witli  the  lights  which  were  shed  abrtad 
over  the  world,  and  which  were  piercing  the  most  hidden 
recesses  of  despotism,  Europe  could  long  remain  tfwiquil. 
This  called  fbr  great  ^gilance  on  the  putof  this  Gorero- 
ment{  for  we  wen  taught,  by  the  past,  how  isfinutdr 
and  closely  ^lied  the  commercial  iij^resta  of  the  Uiutcd 
States  were  with  the  condition  of  Europe.  He  had,  ihes, 
no  difficulty  in  answering  both  these  inquiries  in  the  affir. 
mative.  Whilst  he  admitted  the  propriety  of  Uie  Gorem- 
ment  being  represented  at  the  French  court,  he  vu  not 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that,  witlioiit  the  existence  rf 
the  strongest  emei^ncy,  should  he  consid«  that  the 
President  would  appohit  a  BueceMor,  to  leave  this  coun- 
try as  late  as  October.  He  presum^  the  reverst  1^ 
Prewdent  would  not  be  so  -iar  wuiting  in  comity  and  re> 
spect  fur  this  body,  as  to  despatoh  a  minister  from  tliis 
country  after  October,  unless  the  delay  to  do  so  should  be 
attended  by  a  decided  sacrifice  of  public  interest.  He 
could  not  recognise  the  force  of  the  argutnent  whicit 
rested  on  the  aupporition  that  the  Prettdeot  vouM  do 
wrong.  He  was  bound  to  suppose,  on  the  conttary,  that 
the  Prarideot  would  do  right;  at  least,  he  would  not  a» 
demn  him  in  advance.  Fairness  required  that  be  ihouU 
not  be.  Mr.  T.  would  be  as  ready  to  condemn  fur  a  ma- 
terial error,  no  matter  by  whom  committed,  as  any  other 
person.  He  had  felt  himaelf  constrained,  in  two  well 
known  instiinces,  to  differ  from  the  Preadentj  uid  Ik 
should  do  the  same,  whenever  his  judgment  should  so  £• 
rect  him.  He  had  been  sent  diere  to  sustain  truth,  notto 
consecrate  error.  The  public  interests  might  require  tl^ 
a  minister  ahould  be  sent  during  the  sumroea-,  so  u  to  be 
in  place  upon  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Rivest  and  he  wm 
willing  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Prerident  a  sum  to 
enable  him  to  do  so,  should  it  become  necessary. 

But  it  is  urged  that  the  Preatdent  can  resort  to  tire  con- 
tingent  fund.  Then  it  is  obvious  tliat  the  failure  to  nake 
this  appropriation  does  not  cramp  Executive  discrciiwi 
and  that,  in  order  to  do  so,  that  fund  mult  be  enwdy 
withdrawn  from  the  appropriation  bill.  Tbeseoetea^ 
vice  fUnd  is  not,  propet^,  applicaUe  to  an  object  "U"  ** 
this.  True,  it  has  been  used  fbr  ttoular  l">'P°^'!f 
sums,  ti\us  withdrawn  from  it,  have  been  reftindw  aj 
Congress.  Besides,  what  if  the  legitimate  and  ordinarj 
demands  upon  that  fund  should  exhaust  iti  the  pubic  »«■ 
vice  must  either  go  neglected,  or  tiie  minister  incur  the 
expense,  of  his  outfit  himself.  While  upon  this  subject, 
Mr.  T.  would  take  occasion  to  say  that  the  wnerequM- 
tions  did  not  appear  to  him  to  enst,  to  the  tuat  citn^ 
upon  that  fiind  as  formerly.  I'here  was  no  necaeiij  ^ 
the  employment  of  nwdal  messengers,  particalarlx  ^• 
tween  this  eotmtry  and  London,  or  Paris,  asfonnerlv-  An 
important  document,  alone,  as  a  treatyt  would  requwW 
be  entrusted  to  a  special  messenger)  but  not  so  vmm 
numerous  despatches  for  or  from  our  nunistera.  Tte  bne 
of  packets,  continually  plying  to  and  fro,  rendered  tae 
tranamtSKOn  of  letters  as  safe  from  those  ettiea  to  the  unit- 
ed Stetes.  u  our  own  post  coaches,  witUn  our  border 

The  difference  between  himself  and  bis  colleague  [W- 
TAiawxn]  was  confined  to  this  pmnt,  and  seemed  to 
him  to  be  wholly  immaterial;  he  thought  that  a  spwmc 
appropriation  was  best,  while  his  colleague  considered 
the  appropriation  useless,  inssmucb  as  the  Prewdent  cmud 
meet  the  wants  of  the  public  service  out  of  the  contrnge* 
fund.  In  the  other  doctrine  contended  for  by  his  » 
league,  he  fiilly  concurred,  vs.  the  regponsibili^  of  |w 
President  for  all  his  official  acta.  No  man,  however  bjo 
in  pubUe  employment,  could  claim  to  be  irresponabk. 
He  waa  responsible  to  his  constituents  fbr  all  lus  acta; 
so  was  tiie  President  for  his.  The  expreaiion  of  the  Se- 
nator fttmi  Ueorgia  [Mr.  Pourni]  was  unguarded,  snd 
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not  sufficientljr  qualified.  For  every  bill  the  President 
signs,  he  is  undoubtedly  answerable;  but,  in  regard  to  the 
numerous  private  bills  which  arc  passed,  he  may  well  ap- 
prove thsm,  and  rest  for  his  defence  on  the  exanunation 
nven  to  them  by  the  two  Houses  of  Cmgress.  Let  him 
be  told,  however,  that  any  one  of  those  private  bills  has 
passed  under  fraudulent  practices,  and  this  defence  would 
no  longer  avail.  So,  when  there  is  a  measure  of  public 
policy,  important  not  only  in  the  sum  involved,  but  in  the 
princ)p1e-~the  huge  pension  bill  of  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  for  example — the  President  acta  under  the 
full  weight  of  his  reapoAsibility.  He  trusted  that  this 
House.would  be  both  the  cradle  and  the  grave  of  that 
measure;  but,  should  it  reach  the  Preddent,  he  enter- 
tained strong  hopes  that  he  would  see  cause  to  exert  his 
veto.  Mr.  T.  abstained  from  going  into  the  discoksion 
of  the  various  topics  introduced  into  this  debate.  At  a 
suitable  time  he  would  have  no  objection  to  looking  at 
them:  but  the  appropriation  bill  had  been  already  too  long 
delayed,  and  he  diould,  therefore,  content  himself  with 
wiiat  he  had  said. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  trusted,  he  said,  that  a  proportion 
would  be  made  to  amend  the  whole  clause,  so  as  to  ren- 
der the  appropriation  for  the  outfits,  both  of  minister  t6 
London  and  the  minister  to  Paris,  conditional,  upon  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  the  nominations.  He 
also  argued  that  no  specific  appropriation  was  necessary, 
provided  the  contingent  fund  was  large  enough  to  cover 
expense,  as  Oie  uminiatration  had  shown  no  scruple 
in  unng  the  contingent  fund;  and  be  cited  a  speech  made 
in  the  Senate,  in  the  year  1830,  by  Mr.  Livingston,  to 
show  that  his  views  of  the  use  of  that  fund  would  not  pre- 
vent him  from  paying  the  outfit  of  a  minister  to  Frapce 
from  it  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  make  some  statements  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  present  administration,  compared  witli 
those  of  the  one  preceding  it.  He  referred  to  a  statement, 
furnished  lum  this  morning  by  a  Senator  from  South  Cai-o- 
Uoa,  [Mr.  Haiwe,]  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  ex- 
penditurcs  of  the  last  year  were,  exclusive  of  the  sum  pwd 
on  account  of  the  public  debt,  thirteen  million  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight  dol- 
lars and  ninety-nine  cents,  being  six  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars  more  than  those  of  1828,  and  one  million 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars  beyond  those  of 

Hr-  SMITH  stated  the  causes  which  led  to  the  incfrease 
of  expenditure  during  the  last  year.  The  Massachusetts 
militia  claim  had  been  paid,  which  exceeded  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;  and  the  revolutionary  and  invalid 
pensions  had  been  increased. 

Mr.  ■WEBSTER  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  enter  into  the 
discusaon,  but  to  ask  a  question  or  two  about  the  very 
novel  communication  laid  before  the  Senate  this  morn- 
ing by  the  churman  of  the  Committee  on  finance.  It  WIS 
stated  to  be  a  communication  from  the  Prcndent  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  He  doubted  whether  this  course 
had  any  precedent.  The  Secretary  of  State  says  he  is 
directed  to  tell  the  Committee  on  Finance  so  and  so.  He 
n  isbcd  to  know  whether  this  proceeded  from  any  appli- 
cation of  the  committee,  and,  also*  whether  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  nomination  of  ft  minister  to  France  would 
be  made  at  the  present  sesnon. 

Hr.  SMITH  replied  that,  as  he  bad  stated  before,  he 
found  &e  paper  on  his  table  oo  Saturday  last,  after  his 
return  home.  He  had  addressed  no  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  He  believed  there  was  no  intention  of 
nominating  a  minister  to  France  at  the  present  session. 
Mr.  Hives  would  stay  till  October;  and,  if  another  was  ap- 
pointed at  this  session,  we  shouldhave  two  ministers  under 
pay — one  here,  and  another  in  Paris.  He  did  not  believe 
any  minister  would  be  sent  till  the  next  session  of  Con- 
ffreas.  If  the  appropriation  was  now  made,  it  would  then 
he  ready;  but,  tf  the  appropxiKtion  should  not  be  made 


this  session,  the  appointment  of  a  minister  mutt  be  de- 
layed till  the  appropriation  bill  of  next  year  shaU  paw 
which  would  not  be,  probably,  till  February. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  called  for  the  reading  of  the  letter; 
and  K  was  read,  as  follows:  "  I  am  directed  by  the  Pre- 
ndent  to  inform  you,*'  &c. 

Mr.  CLAT  rose,  he  stud,  to  express  his  sentiments  as 
to  this  extraordinary  paper,  and  the  extraordinary  man- 
ner in  which  it  had  been  introduced.  When  the  subject 
was  last  under  debate,  it  was  argued,  against  the  impro- 
priation, tliat  it  was  for  a  contingency;  for  we  were  given 
to  imderstand  that  it  was  4oubttul  whether  a  successor  to 
Mr.  Bives  would  be  sent  out  or  not.  We  were  t^  that 
he  had  applied  for  liber^  to  return;  but  we  liad  no  posi- 
tive information  whether  leave  would  be  given  or  not. 
After  the  bill  and  amendments  bad  been  reported  to  the 
House,  it  was  well  known  tiiat  the  subject  would  be 
again  taken  up.  There  was  no  call  for  Executive  inter- 
ference; but  this  information  is  sent  in  by  the  President 
while  the  subject  is  in  transitu,  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  House.  This  was  an  unconstitutional 
and  unexampled  interference  with  the  rights  of  the  Se- 
nate. In  this  doubtful  state  of  the  question,  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  directed  to  write  a  letter  to  the  churman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  which,  afUr  his  return  from 
an  excursion,  he  finds  on  his  table,  and  which  wholly 
clmnges  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  What  was  con- 
tingent, is  become  certain;  what  was  undecided,  is  now 
iixed.  In  order  to  suit  the  state  of  the  argument,  the 
Prewdent  had  determined  that  Hr.  Rives  should  return  in 
October,  and  had  announced  to  us  the  fact.  Hie  fact  had 
been  accommodated  to  the  state  of  the  question. 

Hr.  BIBB  said,  as  more  than  four  months  of  the  session 
had  gone  by,  ana  as,  by  the  continued  delay  of  this  bil^ 
many  officers  of  Government  were  without  the  means  of 
receiving  their  compensation,  he  was  very  reluctant  to 
occupy  time  in  the  further  discussion  of  Uiis  question. 
But  it  was  one  of  such  wd^t  as  to  require  some  expUna- 
tion  of  the  vote  which  he  intended  to  giret  for  though 
he  raidit  disagree  with  gentlemen  on  both  sides,  he  wa* 
obliged  to  vote  on  one  side.  In  the  present  state  of  af- 
furs  in  Europe,  the  Umted  States  ought  at  all  times  to  be. 
represented  at  the  court  of  France.  He  was  not  wilUng 
that  any  interval  should  take  place  in  which  we  sliould  be 
without  a  nunister.  The  return  of  Mr.  Rives  ought  to  be 
tmmediatety  followed  by  the  selection  of  bis  successor,  and 
for  the  payment  of  his  outfit  lie  would  greatiy  prefer  m 
specific  appropriation.  Government  tended  to  tyranny, 
in  consequence  of  the  multiplicity  of  subjects  embraced 
within  the  scope  of  their  power,  because  that  was  tyranny 
which  was  left  discretionary  and  undefined.  He  would 
leave  nothing  unnecessarily  to  Executive  discretion,  espe- 
ciallv  in  relation  to  the  direction  of  the  pubUc  funds.  U« 
would  not  hold  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  President  to 
make  a  nomination  at  this  sesuon;  for,  at  this  time,  there 
was  no  vacancy.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  President 
should  make  the  nomination  so  long  before  the  month  of 
October.  With  respect  to  these  foreign  misnons,  the 
Executive  authority  ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily  curtail- 
ed. Between  ithe  State  and  federal  powers  he  would 
always  keep  a  ^stinct  line;  and.  In  cases  where  the  line 
became  indistinct,  he  would  lean  in  favor  of  tlie  State 

Jiowert  but  where  the  federal  power  was  clear,  he  would 
eave  it  uncontrolled.  He  cUd  not,  therefore,  demand  a 
nomination  from  the  President  before  the  occurrence  of 
the  vacancy.  If  any  President,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  should  dare  to  send  on  a  foreign  mis»on  an  indi- 
vidual who  had  been  rejected  by  the  Suiate,  he,  for  one, 
would  not  hesitate  to  sa^  that  he  ought  to  be  impeached. 
Thinking,  tlien,  as  he  did,  that  there  should  be  no  interim 
in  our  representation  at  Paris,  and  that  the  appropriation 
should  be  specific,  lie  was  ia  &ror  of  making  the  appro- 
priation now.   If  a  mittister  was  sent^n  December  next. 
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there  would  then  be  no  appropriatjon  for  his  outfit,  onlesa 
it  was  made  now,  for  the  appropriation  bills  are  not,  as  we 
know,  passed  till  s  late  stage  oi  the  sesuon.  In  regard  to 
the  letter  from  the  Secretaty  of  State,  which  his  cotiesgue 
had  remariced  upon,  he  was  free  to  declare  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  as  a  remarkable  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  President  and  Secretary  <^  State  t  on  the  contrary,  he 
viewed  it  an  entirely  correct  procedure,  both  in  regard  to 
its  object  and  form.  It  was  an  evidence  of  respect  for 
the  news  of  this  body;  for  it  will  be  recollected  that  the 
question  was  frequently  asked  whether  Mr.  lUves  would 
return  or  not,  and  how  soon.  Our  information  as  to  these 
ptnnta  was  indefinite.  It  was  known  to  tiie  chairman  of 
the  Comi^ttee  on  Finance,  on  whom  we  diiefly  relied  for 
the  infbnnation,  whether  leave  <^  return  had  or  had  not 
been  ^nted  to  Hr.  Rivea.  If  the  President,  knowing 
that  this  body  required  this  information,  had  withheld  it, 
he  would  have  been  answerable  for  it.  The  determina- 
tion of  the  fact  belonged  to  the  Prendent  ezcluMvely.  He 
was  the  only  man  who  could  come  to  tlus  detennination, 
and  make  tt  known  to  this  body.  Is,  then,  the  comrouni- 
cation  of  this  fact  to  this  body  any  offence?  AVas  it  any 
interference  with  the  pDwenM  this  House?  The  withhold- 
ing of  the  information  would  have  been  made  a  better 
cause  of  complunt.  The  question  whether  the  communi- 
cation ought  pt!t)perly  to  have  been  to  this  House,  or  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  is  a  mere  question  of  eti- 
quette, as  to  which  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion. 

Mr.  SFRAOUE  expressed  bis  gratification  at  bearing 
fWrai  the  honorable  Senatw  from  Kentuc^  the  opinion 
diat  the  appdntment  of  a  rejected  nominee  is  an  impeach- 
tJble  offence;  and  he  went  on  to  speak  of  the  casea  of 
Wharton  Rector,  Stambaugh,  and  Gardiner,  as  cases  to 
which  the  Senator's  opinion  would  apply.  He  would  say 
to  a  Prewdent  who  had  exhibited  such  a  dispoution  to  en- 
croach upon  tiie  constitutional  powers  of  the^Senate,  1 
will  vote  agunst  any  appropriation,  unless  it  be  stipulated 
tiiat  the  appropriation  shall  not  take  effect  till  after  tlie 
minister**  regular  appointment  with  the  oonMnt  and  ad- 
vice of  this  body. 

Mr.  HOLMES  spoke  against  the  appropriation. 

Hr.  KING  said  it  was  a  matter  of  v«y  Uttle  imporUnce 
whether  tiiis  appropriation  was  made  specific,  or  taken 
from  the  contingent  fiiiid.  He  did,  however,  believe  it 
to  be  the  proper  and  regular  course  to  use  the  contingent 
fiind  fyt  other  objects,  which  were,  in  thdr  character, 
certain,  ascertained,  and  fixed.  It  was  asked — can  the 
President  appoint,  in  the  recess,  a  minister  to  a  vacancy 
now  esastinrf  But  hotv  can  it  be  said  that  a  vacancy  now 
exists?  Whether  the  Pretndent  would  send  a  minister  to 
France  after  the  return  of  Mr.  Rives,  and  before  the  next 
session,  was  to  be  determined  by  circumstances;  and  it  was 
proper  tiiat  the  President  should  have  the  means  to  pay 
the  outfit,  in  case  it  becune  necessary  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment. Mr.  K.  referred  to  the  letter  fnm  the  Secretary 
of  State,  which  bad  been  commented  on  mth  so  much  un- 
deserved severity.  He  could  not  imagine  bow  the  Pren- 
dent or  the  Secretaiy  of  State  could  he  blamed  on  account 
of  a  disposition  to  present  the  whole  state  of  tiie  case.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  so  much  captious  opposition  to  the  ad- 
ministration. A  &ir  opposition  he  would  always  be  glad 
to  see;  it  was  a  salutaiy  check  upon  men  in  power-  But 
to  alarm  the  fears  of  the  people  by  the  constant  cry  that 
Uie  Senate  was  in  danger,  and  the  ri^ts  of  the  pe<mle  in 
danger,  coald  serve  no  good  purpose.  The  case  of  Whar- 
ton Rector,  which  had  been  so  much  pressed,  had  been 
much  misunderstood  and  misstated.  This  individual  bad 
not  been  appointed  an  Indian  agent  after  the  rejection  of 
bis  nomination.  He  had  not  been  employed  in  a  salaried 
^office.  '  It  was  true  that  he  had  been  employed  to  carry 
some  emigrating  Indiana  over  tiie  river.  With  respect  to 
tlie  opimon  that  the  appointment  of  an  individual  whose 
nomination  has  been  once  rejected,  is  illegal,  H  must  be 


received  with  many  grains  of  allowance.  Its  pra{irie^ 
would  depend  much  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  cue, 
upon  the  motive  of  the  officer,  and  the  fitness  of  the  indi- 
vidual,  and  the  motive  of  hb  rejection.  The  other  day, 
for  instance,  that  most  worthy  and  excellent  nan,  lb. 
L«gare,  had  well  ni^  been  rejected,  for  the  reana  thit 
many  thought  a  mission  to  Belgium  unnecessary.  Butwoold 
any  one  undertake  to  say  tlutt  his  apptuntment  to  office, 
by  the  Preudent,  would  have  been  illegiUF  He  ^  not 
think  that,  generally,  the  President  ought  to  select  indi- 
viduals who  were  in  this  situation,  fw  office,  beciuM  it 
created  ill  feelin^^  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  He  cued 
little  whether  this  impropriation  was  given  or  not  He 
i&d  not  think  that  the  President  would  appunt  a  niuter 
to  France  befbre  the  meeting  of  Congress,  unlev  tome 
eztraordinaiy  contingency  would  render  it  necessary.  Is 
conclusion,  Mr.  K.  remarked  that  it  was  true  he  <ud  not 
approve  all  the  acts  of  the  late  administration,  but  he  pre 
it  a  fair  and  liberal  support.  He  gave  it  the  meau,  ind 
held  it  responsible  for  tneir  use. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  one  remark  fell  fromtbeSeutor 
from  Alabama,  which  ought  not  to  pass  without  notice, 
however  might  have  oeen  the  tone  imriiichit  wu 
uttered.   He  spue  of  the  opposition  as  fiietious. 

Mr.  KING.    I  said  captious. 

Mr.  FORSTTH  rose  merely  to  notice  some  remirki 
which,  though  from  ordinary  persons  they  would  not  be 
viewed  as  entitied  to  the  least  weight,  merited  notice  u 
conung  from  persons  stuiding  before  the  coounumW  u 
the^ntlemen  do  from  whom  those  remarks  proceeded. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  by  direction  of  the  Prendent,  had 
announced  the  fact  that  Mr-  Rivea  wtfuld  return  in  Octo- 
ber, and  this  is  sud  to  be  an  extraordinary  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  President.  The  &ct  was  communicsled 
by  tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  the  churman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  in  the  same  form,  and  in  the  precise  tenu 
in  which,  as  the  orean  of  the  President,  he  usually  holdi 
communication  with  the  committees.  Mr.  F.  here  read 
read  the  former  letter  addressed  two  months  ago  to  ^ 
Committee  on  Finance,  by  Mr.  Uvtngston,  on  this  nbject, 
showing  that  it  was  expressed  in  the  same  termi  u  ^ 
letter  commuiucated  to.day,  viz.  I  am  directed  hj  the 
Prendent  to  inform  you,"  &c.  There  was  nothing  at  tU 
peculiar  in  the  form  or  object  of  the  communication.  Tia 
Senator  from  Kentucky  says  the  President  has  no  rigbt  to 
interpose  in  the  discussions  in  this  body.  True;  but  dui 
a  notan  ailment,  but  a  naked  fact — a  &ct  which,  vb^ 
ther  called  upon  or  no^  it  was  his  duty  to  coounumcste. 
The  infbrmatton  was  not  essential  to  him,  for  it  ^ 
change  his  views.  But  other  gendemen  had  sud  that  tii^ 
could  not  act  without  positive  Infinmation  whether  Mr. 
Rives  was  to  return  or  not. 

After  some  words  from  Messrs.  aPRAGUE,  FOOT, 
CLAY,  SMITH,  and  FORSYTH, 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the  anent 
ment  made  ui  the  Comn^ttee  of  the  Whol^  and  detetouft- 
«i  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  CUy,  CiiJ- 
ton.  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Johnston 
Knight,  Miller,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Rugfle^ 
Seymour,  Silabee,  Snrague,  Tazewell,  Tomlinsoo,  Wag- 
gaman,  Webster. — 23. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Dallas,  Dickenon, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy.  Hendricks,  ffilt  K»« 
King,  Hangum,  Harcy,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tmpi 
Tyler,  White,  Wilkina.— 21. 

So  the  appropriation  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  POINBEXTER  then  moved  to  amend  tiie  Un  by 
adding  a  provision  to  enable  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States  to  send  a  chargi  to  Venezuela,  #4,500. 

After  a  very  few  words  from  Mr.  MANGCM  and  Mr. 
HAYN5,  Mr.  FORSYTH  called  for  the  yeas  and  mpi 
which  were  ordered. 
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The  quHtion  wu  then  taken^  and  decided  in  the  neg&> 
tire,  u  rollowt: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Cbunben,  Clayton,  Dallas, 
II<^met,  Hanpim,  Pmndezter,  S^mmiv,  SiUiee,  Wa^ 
fumn.— 10. 

NATS. — Mesan.  Bell,  Bibb,  Clajr,  D'lekenon,  Dudley, 
Ellii^  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelin^tiysen,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Johnston,  Kane,  King-,  llarcy,  Hitler, 
Ho(n«,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Rubles,  Smith,  Spragiie, 
Tksewell,  Tipton,  TomUnson,  Tyler,  Webster,  White, 
WUkina.— St. 

Hr.  POINDEXTER  then  renewed  the  motion  he  nude 
in  CMnnuttee  to  strike  out  "  Colombia,"  and  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  for  that  mission,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question,  which  were  ordered. 

The  quntion  wu  then  pu^  and  decided  in  the  uega- 
tive,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Ch«mber^  CUy,  Clayton,  Foot, 
Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Johnston,  MiUei*,  Foin- 
doxter,  Prentiss*  Bobbins,  Boffgles,  Seymour,  Sprague, 
Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster.— 19. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Dallas,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
Kiiw,  Mangum,  Man^,  Moore,  Bobbins^  Sndtfa,  Taze- 
well, Tipton,  Tyler,  White,  Wilktns.— 33. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TcssoiT,  ArBJK  24. 

Vr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiurs, 
reported  tiie  bill  to  provide  for  extending  the  benefits  of 
Tftccination  among  the  Indians,  irith  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  restores  the  appropriation  from  6,000 
to  13,000  dollars,  the  last  being  the  sum  originally  re- 
ported in  the  bill. 

APPBOPKIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FOBSYTH  then  moved  to  reconrider  tlic  vote*  by 
which  the  Senate  had  refused  to  nuse  the  appropriation 
for  the  contingencies  of  the  jodidal  department  fitnn 
190,000  to  350,000  dollars. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to — ^yeas  34^ 

Mr.  FORSYTH  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  190,000,  and  inserting  250,000,  and  sustained 
bis  motion  on  tlie  ground  that  the  money  would  be  requir- 
ed to  pay  actual  arrearages,  and  wu  not  aaked  fbr  any 
prospective  objects. 

Some  discussion  ensued  on  this  motion,  in  vliich 
Messrs.  TYLER,  FOOT,  SMITH,  MARCY,  FORSYTH, 
JOHNSTON,  and  CLAYTON,  took  part. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and,  being  taken,  the  question  was  decided  as 
lollowi: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Dallas,  Dick»non,  Dudley, 
£Ui%  Jtonj^f  Grundy,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Mmgam, 
Marey,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tipton,  White.— 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bnckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Miller,  Moore,  Pdndexter,  Prentiss,  Robbina^  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tomlinwrf,  Troup, 
l>ler,  Wa^anian,  Webster.— 36. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

WASHINGTON'S  STATUE. 
Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  amend  tlie  bill  by  atriking  out 
the  clause, 

**  To  enable  the  Preudent  to  contract  for  a  statue  of 
George  Washington,  to  be  placed  in  the  rotundo  in  the 
cspitol,  5,000  dollars." 

Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  object  to  the  object  of  the  ap- 
inopriation,  but  he  would  dray  the  rMit  of  the  Hone  of 
B^vientattvet  to  make  a  contract  wittioat  the  Msent  of 
the  Semte,  and  then  demaDd  from  the  Senate  an  uipro- 
prlRiion  to  cany  it  into  cficet.  If  the  ml^eet  of  the  re- 
V«L.  VIU.— 43 


solution  of  the  House,  authnixing  the  Prendent  to  em- 
ploy Mr.  Greenoiigh,  had  been  the  decoration  of  the  HaU 
of  Repretentatives,  he  would  not  have  objected  to  the 
appropriation,  as  it  would  have  been  within  the  ezohisive 
province  of  the  Houaet  but  it  related  to  the  -roftumdok 
which  was  certainly  as  much  wtftin  the  jurisdiction  and 
control  of  the  Senate  aa  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  accorded  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  fully  in  his  conclusions,  though  he  anived 
at  them  by  a  somewhat  different  process.  He  denied 
the  rif^t  of  the  President  to  make  a  contiaet,  involTing 
an  expenditure  of  money,  upon  the  authori^  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  alone.  He  was  also  opposed 
to  the  appropriation,  because  it,  in  efiiec^  asserted  tMt  the 
Senate  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  management  anl 
decorations  of  the  capitol. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  no  contract  hul  been  made  witii 
Hr.  Greenough.  The  President  bad  merely  written  to 
him,  advising  him  of  the  resoluticm,  and  askmg  whether 
he  would  undeTtd:e  die  tuk.  Mo  appropriation  wooM 
probably  be  wanted  b^bre  next  year,  and  no  inconr^ 
nience  could  arise  from  its  being  struck  out. 

Hr.  HARC  Y  sud  that  he  had  been  informed  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buihliogs  of  ^e  House 
of  Representatives,  that  there  was  no  intention,  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  to  usurp  exdudve  power  over  the 
capitoL  They  had  mtended  to  pan  a  jefait  Teaolationi 
but,  thrao^  inadvertence,  it  wu  niffisred  to  take  the 
form  of  a  simple  resolution. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  there  would  be  no  difficult 
in  atritung  out  the  apim>|M4Btion,  and  introdndng  and 
passing  a  joint  resolutmn  to  effiwt  the  object  in  view, 
which  all  approved. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  FOBSYTH,  CHAM- 
BERS, JOHl^STON,  and  MILLEB,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  wu  then  ocdered  to  a  third 
reading. 

VACCINATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  previous  orders  were 
postponed,  and  tiie  Senate  took  up  the  biU  for  the  vao* 
cinaUon  of  the  IntUans. 

The  amendment,  striking  out  6,0OD  dolln%  aadiwert- 
ing  13,000  dollars,  was  agreed  to. 

Some  discusnou  of  the  bill  took"  {Awe^  in  which  tin 
objections  before  urged  were  repeated,  and  in  wbioh 
Messrs.  MILLER,  BUCKNER,  and  MANGVM*  took 
part.  The  question  on  the  tturd  TCadilw  of  tfie  biU  wu 
finally  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Belt,  Benton,  Chambers,  Dallas,  Dud- 
ley, Ellis,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundv,  Hendricks^ 
Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Poindex- 
ter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  RuKglea,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White, 
Wilkins.— 31. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Buckner,  Dickerson,  Hayne,  Maa* 
gum.  Miller,  Moore,  Tazewell^  Tlptoi^  Tjia,  Wagga- 
man. — 10.  , 
APPORTIONMENT  BOX. 
On  moti«m  tit  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  prevwus 
sre  then  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up  the 


flfSera 
appor- 


tionment btU. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  having  obteinad  the  floor. 
The  Senate  a^oumed. 

WanxuDAT,  AniK  35. 
APFOBTIONMENT  StLL. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate,  in  Commit. 
tee  of  the  Whol^  iciumed  die  nnftttidwd  buuneae  aS 
j*MietAnt  being  the  apportionment  MIL 

Mr.  W.didnatpropowi  nttUibte  period  of  the  uirion, 
to  enter  bite  !Hiy  lengtiwncd  dvcwrton  of  itii  impofftuA 
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■object.  Two  {KDtlemeD  were  ■bvent,  wbo  were  dedd- 
edly  in  &ror  of  ue  plu  proposed  bjr  ^e  coimnittee,  and 
he  belieTed  «  majonty  of  Senate  wu  abo  in  faror  of 
the  prinaple  of  the  amendment.  He,  tiiereforei  relied 
on  the  candor  of  ^ntlemen  of  t^onte  sentiment*  not  to 

groTcnt,  by  indirect  motion,  tiie  entire  ezpreiKon  of  the 
enate  on  the  nibject  Mr.  W.  briefly  explained  the 
piimnplMwhich  baa  guided  ttie  committee^  and  the  gene- 
ral scope  and  policy  of  the  bill,  and  laid  down  a  course 
to  be  pursued,  by  wnicb  no  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
one  puly,  or  lost  by  the  other.  WOh  respect  to  the  num- 
ber a€  repreientatiTes  for  the  House,  he  was  instructed 
by  the  coDumttee  to  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  341.  The 
tabka,  printed  by  the  orderof  the  Senate,  wouldshowtiie 
iDMMMr  in  which  it  was .  proposed  to  distribute  the  repre- 
sentatives among  the  States.  Mr.  Vf.,  sAer  a  full  expla- 
nation, expressed  the  hope  that  some  time  to^y  the  vote 
would  be  taken,  when  the  Senate  was  fuller  than  at  pre- 
■eatt  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  take  it  first 
on  striking  out  and  inserting  the  ameodmcnt,  witiwut  fill- 
ing die  bknks.  This  would  settle  the  prindplej  and,  if 
a  migoritv  proved  to  be  in  fiivor  oi  it,  the  blanks  could 
than  be  mled  mBCoriinf  to  Uie  imse  of  the  Senate,  after 
that  vote  had  been  decided.  . 

Mr.  DAIXAS  said,  after  raa^  reflection  upon  this 
subject,  Mr.  President  aided  by  the  very  able  report 
made  to  the  Senate  by  the  select  committee,  I  have  come 
to  the  concluaon  ttiat  the  question  of  preference  between 
the  bifl,  as  sent  to  us  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  pr^et  oi  the  Senator  from  Masmchusetts,  cannot  be 


MtismetarBy  detemdned  by  a  comparison  of  minute  cal- 
eulatioM,  but  must  be  gov^ned  by  broad  and  general 
principles.  The  unequal  results  of  the  two  plans  may 
be  strongly  and  variously  illustrated  by  an  endless  series 
of  estimates.  No  mode  of  proceeding  will  produce  such 
an  apportionment  of  representatives,  ag  will  be  at  all 
times  perfectly  equal;  but  it  is  impossible,  as  I  apprehend, 
to  attain  any  tmn  convictioit  by  balaucingone  set  of  arith- 
metieal  demb  aninit  another. 

At  the  l»sis  of  nqr'reasomng,  in  rel^on  to  fiie  matter, 
I  have  felt  powerfully  influenced  by  the  suggestion  that 
the  structure  of  the  other  House  of  Congress  should  be 
confided  almost  excluavely  to  the  wisdom,  virtue,  and 
magnanimity  of  those  who  now  compost  it.  :If  the  mode 
which  they  recommend  and  adopt,  conform  to  the  consti- 
tution, the  Senate  should  not  mterfere  to  idter  or  em- 
barrass it.  The  subject  peculiariy  belongs  to  them. 
Gentlemen  will  rccoUcct  that  over  the  organization  of 
this  body  the  representative  chamber  can  exercise  no 
possible  control,  and  it  would  seem  both  fair  and  gracious 
that  we  should  abst«n,  as  ftr  as  possible,  from  meddling 
with  the  sources  whence  they  deduce  Uieir  numbers,  and 
the  process  by  which  they  regulate  them.  That  is  the 
popular  branch  of  the  National  'Legislature — this  is  tbe 
federative  one.  Each  diould  move  in  unison  with  the 
prineiple  upon  which  it  b  founded,  and  guardedly  refrain 
as  weft  from  counteracting  the  just  ana  appropriate  ac. 
tiODs  irf  tbe  other,  ai  from  sanctioiung  the  least  encroach- 
ment upon  itself.  An  opnton.  expressed  by.a  (Ertinguidied 
member  of  the  cosvention  of  Massachusetts,  when  de- 
Ubctating  as  to  the  adoption  ai  the  conatitatioii,  although 
it  applied  in  strictnCM  to  a  clause  not  now  ia  questioii, 
bean  out  the  idea  whieh  I  am  desirous  to  fenRwoe,  and  I 
theriffcre  quote  it: 

Mr.  Cabot  said,  '*1  CMHider.the  democratic  branch  of 
the  National  Government,  the  branch  chosen  immediately 
hf  the  people,  sa  intended  tp  be  a  check  on  tbe  federal 
branch,  which Jatter -is  not  an  immediate  representation 
of  the  people  t>t  America,  and  ia  not  chosen  by  tbem; 
but  is  a  representative  of  the  soverewn^  of  the  individual 
States  ana  ita  mrabers^  delegated  by.  the  several  State 
Leg^turcSi  md  if  the  8^  JLenslaturei  (or,  Mr.  Preri- 
den^  ttiejrdekS»te>bm}«reawner«dtD.rccaliteGOiiolu- 


rively  tbe  elections  of  the  dMnocnfic  branch,  tbey  my, 
by  such  interference,  first  weaken,  and  at  htt  deitnjr, 
that  check;  they  may  at  first  diminish,  and  finslly  sanihi. 
late,  that  oontrol  of  the  General  Government  wUdi  the 
people  ought  always  to  have  through  thdr  imne(&te  re- 
presentatives." nr.  the  Senate  resist  tte  uthir^ 
project  of  Uie  Rouse  of  Representativest  if  tbisbwfyirill 
not  abide  by  the  sdected  number,  nor  by  the  proooiaf 
their  selection,  nor  their  distribution  among  tbe  re^KctiTe 
members  of  the  confederacv,  is  there  not  at  once  ft  du. 
gerous  interference  by  the  federative,  aeainat  tbe  popuhr 
principle?  Do  we  not  "  at  first  weaken,"  and  may  ve  not 
.*<at  last  destrt^,"  the  control-which  the  people  oo^to 
exert  over  tbe  ttoveminent  Hmmgh  thdr  direct  ifeiiii> 
IT  we  assume  to  regulate  this  buriness  sibitTarily  nor, 
alAougfa'  our  work  may  not  be  tmjust  in  piinriple  or  pro- 
ducrt,  the  time  may  come  when  the  precedent  will  be 
invoked  to  justify  a  fiital  retrenchment  of  tbe  popohr 
representation!  when  the  doctrine  of  mere  fedentxmm.^ 
stni^le.  Bucccuftilly  against  its  antagonist,  and  deem  it 
patriotic  to  reduce  the  power  or  the  influence  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  lepslation,  to  its  titinimum.  I  cannot,  nr,  be  nen 
remote^  aceessory  to  such  areault. 

Tbe  mil  sentto  us  from  tbe  House  comes  recoMBended 
to  our  partiality  by  veiy  straig  connderalioiiB.  Tbe 
rule  of  apportionment  it  prescribes  was,  in  the  first  pbce, 
coeval  with  the  formation  of  our  Government.  It  wu 
enundated  by  the  earliest  Congress  after  tbe  adoption  of 
the  constitution — by  men  who  Itad  participated  actiTe^m 
all  parts  of  tbe  country,  in  discUssing,  ^iptoringh  Mnnit 
ing,  and  perfecting  thst  invaluable  instrumeot,  and  ia 
aupting  it  carefully  to  the  wishes  and  views  of  (i»  Anc- 
rican  people.  This  >ule  has  been  repeated  and  enibrctd 
at  every  returning  census,  has  been  carried  into  pc»et 
cal  operation  for  forty  years,  and  has  been  aniTcnill; 
acquiesced  in  as  abundantiy  impartial  and  equal-  Sir,  I 
do  Kocerely  and  solemnly  deare  to  find  something  pc^ 
manent  in.  our  Govermnentt  and  especiafly  desire  to  find 
this  quality  of  permanency  and  fixedness  in  a  rule  n 
whieh  depend  tiie  quantum  and  equality  of  popchr  re- 
presentation. Nor  can  I  forbear  to  express  my  rtp^ 
and  surprise  thatun  attempt  to  unsettie  uid  overttffow 
what  has  been  so  lon^  estaMshcd  and  so  umvensllr  con- 
formed to,  ■  should  emanate  from  the  precise  qvntcr 
whence  it  does  come- 

Sir,  the  rule  of  the  ImB  wai  not  oalr  settled  long  ssa^ 
but  it  wu  reflectingiy  settled  by  our  best  and  wtmt 
sUtesmen.  General  Washington  dem>eraled  micb:  be 
deliberated  in  association  wiw  Jefferson  and  T&n^i 
and  their  joint,  and  laborious,  and  enlightened,  snd  pore 
deliberations  terminated  in  the  formal  Moption  of  a  pro- 
cess, as  the  only  constitutional  one  which  bas  ever  ance 
been  applied  to  apportionment.  Metaphyiieal  refint- 
ments  cannot  g^ve  ua  a  safer  or  sounder  rule  than  the  cot 
fiirnished  by  auch  men,  'under  Mch  dreomslsacear  vff 
tbe  praeticatconduct  of  our  institutiona.  1  am  un«ilE% 
to  uandon  thtir  rule,  unless  conehisively  mtiified,  nrt 
merely  that  it  is  not  in  itself 'perfiec^for  perftctioa  l  u- 
ticipate  from  no  luunan  effort^-but  unka  eOBcIiMn|7 
satisfied  that  it  ia  positively  unoonaHtatioaai,  arviciMi*i" 
tendency. 

Another  recommendation  in  the  bill,  Mr.  Prewleirt,  • 
powerful  mth me.  Its  rule  has  become  &nrilitrtO|Ud 
IS  clearly  understood  bv,  the  great  mass  of  the  j«opK. 


its  application,  its  results,  itannperfectioni^  are  allfcM*" 
and  appreciated.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  avem  to  viK  un 
salutuy  innovations^  suggested  merely  by  learned  im 
ingenious  men:  no  doubt  eur  system  miy  be  gnduuqr 
improved  b^  themtbut  tltere^are  some  subjects  so  wjucb 
I  can  sanctKttt  ao  change  which  is  inot  preceded  by  ^ 
expreswm  cf  pqwlar  aentimeiit  If  the  Americsn  peo- 
ple have  fbr  toity  years  witnemeg  tbe  t^etaiisa  «^ 
rule  t€  ^portiomnent  once  more  adopted  by  their  dnct 
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re|»eaenUtiTest  if*  u  I  beUere,  tiiey  fully  comprebcnd 
its  cliaractcr  uvd  effect  4  and  if(  m  we  all  know,  they  faave 
cheerfully  and  every  vhere  acquiooed  in  it — I  cantiot,  I 
will  Do^  ^^'^  from  the  people  a  rale  with  which 

they  are  thus  content,  merely  to  introduce  another  more 
■cientific  and  plausible,  devued  by  a  atronr  and  ingeni- 
ous understanding..  The  subject  la  too  deeply  interesting 
to  them,  to  the  exercise  of  their  legitimatf:  control  over 
the  Cioverninent^  to  their  liehta,  their  convenience,  and 
thor  power.  When  they  aak  a  rule  different  from  the  one 
upon  wluch  they  have  acted,  then,  and  not  till  then,  ahall 
I  feel  disposed  to  prescribe  it 

What,  sir,  ia  the  rule  of  apportionment  incorporated  in 
the  bill?  Tomy  mind,  it  is  a  practical  construction  of  the 
constitutiooal  phrase  "  apportion."    i^x  the  number  of 

{people  which  shall  constitute  a  constituency,  and  then  al! 
t>t  to  each  State  one  representative  as  often  aa  ita  popula- 
tion contains  that  mimber  or  constituency.  Id  otiier,  and 
more  common  laopiage,  determine  your  ratio,  and  apply 
it  to  the  respective  States.  The  word  "ratio"  is  aiaaded, 
but  it  was  used,  and  used  with  this  meaniog,  on  this  vefy 
■ubject,  in  almost  every  State  convention  to  which  the 
constitution  was  submitted  Ibr  approval.  It  is  the  "one 
common  diviaor"  deemed  essential  by  Washington,  in  his 
message  to  Congress  of  1792.  The  6xing  upon  this  con- 
stituency, this  ratio,  this  conuDoo  divisor,  is  the  first  do* 
finitive  legislative  act  in  providing  for  the  apportionment 
of  representatives.  The  atni^ure  every  law^ipontbe 
subject  attests  this.  The  number  of  the  representative 
body  M  *  result,  rather  than  a  bans,  of  tiie  process)  and 
hence,  h^tofore,  that  number  has  never  been  expressly 
mentioned  in  tlie  acta  of  Congress. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  rule  eventuates  in  frac- 
tions, or  remainders,  or  residuuma!  I  deny  their  exist- 
ence. The  coostitutitm  recognises  nothing  less  than  a 
constituency  for  a  distinct  representatim.  Any  number 
of  people  leas  than  the  agreed  ctmstitueney  is,  quoad  hocy 
notiiing.  Fractions  cannot  be  legally  known  to  exist. 
They  are  nonentities— analogous,  perhaps,  in  mmuo  de- 
gree, to  an  aasociation  of  individuals,  not  yet  entitled  to 
recognition  or  lawful  powers  by  an  incorp<n«ting  charter. 
Not,  sir,  that  these  ideal  fractions  axe  unrepresented  in 
your  Ciovemmeat— every  io^ndual  citizen  in  the  whole 
country  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  fiurly  represented  in 
the  popular  branch  of  Congress.  Any  one  8ttte  may 
have  more  or  less  representatives — may  have  seven,  or 
six,  or  five;  but  have  what  number  she  may,  that  num- 
ber willlfuUy  represent  all  her  populatioo. 

I  am>ttachc(C  then,  Mr.  Pre^nt,  to  the  rule  of  the 
bill.  oQ'^count  c^its  venentble  age,  on  account  (mT  its  pa> 
temity,  Jdid  on  account  of  its  simplicity.  And  in  relation 
to  the  last  characteristic  by  which  my  preforence  it  es- 
cMted.1  beg  leave  to  adopt  the  principle  of  Mr.  JefiV»on, 
when  he  aars  thus;  "L.a«B  ought  to  be  madeformen 
of  ordinaiy  understanding,  and  should  tberefiire  be  con- 
strued by  the  ordinary  rules  of  common  sense.  Their 
meaning  ought  not  to  be  sought  for  in  metapbyaical  sub- 
tlctieik  whicb  may  make  any  thing  mean  every  thing  or 
nothing,  at  pleasure."  The  idd  rule  invokes  for  its  com* 
prehension  noticing  more  than  sound  common  sense)  that 
vi  the  Senior  ft<m  Msswchwetts,  however  plaunble, 
profound*  or  sdentifio,  has  exacted  from  his  industry  and 
skill  very  many  cakuhtkma  and  many  more  explanations, 
before  it  could  be  understood  by  those  whom  I  addreaa, 
and  will  certainly  never  be  embraced  by  the  twdioary 
tmderstandjn^  of  the  great  mass  of  our  feUow-dtizens. 

The -objection  to  any  longer  adherence  to  the  esta- 
blished w^ft  of  apportionment  is,  simply,  aa  1  understand 
the  argitunent,  sir,  that  it  is  unconstdotional, '  because, 
IWat,  if  -wf^ksinequah^,  and,  secondly,  it  does  not  "v^ 
pof^oh  jfepiesentativeB  among  the  serenl  Statef  ucMd- 
ingto'itfavB-teqpMtiTe  numben." 


Does  the  rale  itkelf  work  inequafi^?  Applying  it  to 
unequal  and  unequally  varying  munbei^  the  resiuta  are 
almost  necessarily  unequal,  llieae  results,  however^  are 
not  consequences  of  the  rule,  but  of  the  circumilanees 
which  accompanjr  the  objects  to  which  it  ta  applied,  and 
by  which  the  fiumeaa  and  equality  of  the  rule  are  con- 
trolled and  affected.  *  It  neither  increases  nor  dimimshes 
those  suppo^titious  creatures  denominated  fractions.  All 
the  constituencies  of  the  rule  itself  ate  perfectly  equal; 
and  in  this  respect  it  is  preferable  fiur  to  the  substitute 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maiaachusett^  by  wUch 
un«jua1  constituencies  are  tt>  be  equally  represented. 

It  IS  not  pretended  that  the  rale  is  perfect  in  its  effects 
— all  agree  that  such  a  rule  Is  undiscoverablet  but  it  a 
pretei^ed,  nay,  it  u  confidently  believed,  that  its  results 
are,  and  will  be,  in  no  d^iree,  more  unequal,  more  un&ir, 
as  regards  the  distribution  of  political  power  among  the 
several  States,  than  the  one  proffered  in  its  place,  or  any 
other  that  can  be  devlaed.  It  was  urged  vehemently  ana 
persuanvely  that  the  old  rale  had  worked  injuriouslv  to 
the  smaller  States;  and  much  ingenuity  was  expended  to 
make  this  manifest  by  combining  and  shifting  and  inter- 
locking what  are  termed  fractions.  I  put  agwnst  this 
theoretic  notion  the  positive  and  incontrovertible  lan- 
guage of  experience;  and  I  ascertain  it  thus:  Take  five  of 
the  large  States,  and  five  of  the  small  States,  and  let  us 
see  what  lua  been  the  aggregnte  of  the  fracticms  of  each 
class  of  States,  at  the  paiodof  each  apportionment!  by 
adding  up.these  wgregatea,  we  lhali  have  the  amounts  of 
fractions  which  fol,  throughout  the  forty  yeara  past,  upon 
the  five  large  and  five  snudl  States  respectively,  and  the 
difference  will  enable  us  to  determine  whether,  by  frac- 
tions, the  larger  or  smaller  States  have  suffered  most. 
The  following  is  the  result: 

1790,  Virpnia,  Pennqrlvama,  Massachusetts,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  New  Toric,  had  an  a|^;regate  of  frac- 
tions -  ■  .  -  48,583 
1800  do  do  do  101,660 
1810  do  do  do  50,4i3 
1830  do  do  do  73,635 
1830     do            do               do  101^483 

  376^803 

1790  Rhode  I^and,  Vermont,  New  \ 
Hampshire,  Delaware,  and 
Georgia,  had  ana{n^K>teof  59,17^ 
1800     do  do  do       79,909  . 

1810    do  do         .     do  30,593 

1830     do  do  do       75,079  . 

1830     do  do  do      103,108  ' 

— ^   333,775 


Difihrence  agmnst  the  large  States 


43,038 


Whatever,  then,  wee,  may  be  the  apparent  injury  m- 
fiictedat  any  one  period  upon  the  smaller  States,  the  ope- 
ration of  the  existing  rale  of  apportionment  has,  upon  the 
whde,  throughout  the  entire  term  of  its  trial,  been  ad- 
vantageous to  them,  and  comparatively  injurious  to  the 
bu^  States. 

Let  us,  however,  see  whether  the  project  of  the  amend- 
ment be  exempt  from  the  imputation  ui  a  tendmcy  to  In- 
equali^  or  di^roportion.  llie  question  is  eanly  scdved 
by  the  fovotite  rale  (tf  three.  The  amendment,  as  carried 
out  in  tiie  caleolationa  of  the  select  committee,  awards  to 
the  State  of  Delaware  two  representatives,  and  to  the 
State  of  Itissouri  three.  If  Delaware,  in  the  first  place, 
be  allowed  two  members  for  apt^olation  of  seventy^ve 
thousand  four  hundred  and  tiurty-two,  what  nomber  of 
members  should  be  allowed  to  other  States  for  tbdr 
population  respectiTely?  An  anaver  to  thii  Impurj  will 
at  once  ascertain  the  equality  or  Uraest  of  the  amend- 
ment.   I  give  it  tiUM: 
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ShoMldbe 

allowMl 

1. 

IVeir  Twk  for 

1,918,555 

50 

59 

3. 

Penn^Ivania 

1,348, 073 

35 

37 

3. 

Virginia 

1,023,503 

27 

31 

4. 

Ohio 

935,882 

24 

19 

5. 

North  Carolina 

639,747 

17 

13 

6. 

Kentucky 

621,833 

16 

13 

r. 

Tennessee 

635,263 

16 

13 

8. 

Massachusetts 

610,407 

16 

13 

9. 

South  Carolina 

455,025 

13 

9 

10. 

Georpa 

439,811 

11 

9 

11. 

Maryund 

405,843 

10 

8 

12. 

Maine 

399,435 

10 

8 

13. 

Indiana 

343,030 

9 

7 

14. 

New  Jersey 

319,922 

8 

6 

15. 

Connecticut 

297,664 

7 

6 

16. 

Vermont 

280,657 

7 

6 

ir. 

Nev  Hampshire  369,336 

7 

6 

18. 

Alabama 

363,508 

6 

5 

19. 

Louinaiu 

171,904 

4 

3 

SO. 

Ulintna 

157,147 

4 

3 

S96 

334 

334 

62 

Thus  it  is  conclusively  shown,  that  If  Delaware  be  en- 
titled to  two  representatives  of  her  population,  the  other 
•numerated  Statesare  entitled  to  two  hundred  and  mnety- 
BX,  in  the  proportions  1  have  mentioned.  But  the  amend- 
ment, in  fact,  allows  to  these  twenty  States  only  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  memberst  and  the  rule  thus  obnously 
works  to  their  injury,  leading  to  a  lose  by  them,  when  com- 
pared with  Delaware,  of  no  less  than  sixty-two  members! 

Take  again,  sir,  for  further  illustration,  the  case  of 
Missouri.  If  the  amendment  allows  her  three  members 
for  a  population'of  one  hundred  and  thirQr  thousand  four 
hundred  and  nineteen,  what  number  of  members  should 
be  aUowad  to  the  other  States,  according  to  their  respect- 
ive population^ 

WraUbentfUsdH      Iksb  alhiwcdwly 


1.  New  York 
3C  Pennsylvama 

3.  Virginia 

4.  Ohio 

North  Carolina 

6.  Kenli^jr 

7.  TenoMM 

6.  MsaaachuMtti 
9.  South  CaroBMi 

10.  Maryland 

11.  Maine 

13.  NewJcteey 
13.  Alabama 


44 
31 
23 
31 
14 
14 
14 
14 
10 
ft 
» 

r 

6 

316 
194 

*^ 


39 
27 
21 
19 
IS 
IS 
13 
13 
9 
8 
8 
6 
5 

194 


'  And  thus  it  appears  tliat  tiie  rule  of  the  atnendment 
which  i^yes  to  Misaouri  three  members,  instead  of  allow- 
ing to  the  tlttrteen  other  States  enumerated  their  pro- 
portionate numbers,  in  ftet,  relatively  injures  them  to  the 
extent  of  twenty-two  represenutivet! 

These  illustrations^  nt,  might  be  carried  much  further. 
-  They  are  enough,  however,  to  prove  that  the  aniendnwnt 
is  no  better  than  ttie  ori^nal  bill,  on  the  score  of  equality 
and  proportion.    I  do  nut  wish  to  establish  more. 

But  it  is  urgesi  that  the  bill  is  unconstitutional,  because, 
iatjie  next  place,  itdoea  not,  as  the  instrument  expressly 
direct^  "apportion  representatives  among  tlie  several 
States  Kcoraing  to  ilidr  rvpcctlvc  aumhws.**  To  my 


mind,  it  does  apportion  with  peculiar  direetncM  and  dnh 
plicity.  It  "assigns,"  or  "allots"  to  each  State  one  re- 
presentative for  every  constituency,  ratio,  or  commmt 
divisor,  its  population  ma^  include.  So  xokkj  oomtibi- 
encies,  so  many  representatives.  This,  however,  is  dnught 
too  regardless  of  fraetionst  the  spirit  of  the  eontitutioit, 
as  distinguished  from  its  mere  wwds,  is  invoked,  and  die 
new  process  is  represented  u  more  compatible  with 
that  spirit  Uian  is  the  old  one.  The  constitution,  thei^ 
means  what  it  does  not  express)  or,  at  all  events,  an  expbu. 
tory  phrase  is  ingeniously  supenulded  to  its  provisioMta 
eke  out  a  meaning  not  otherwise  perceptible.  Ttui 
iberal  mode  of  treating  that  sacred  charter  will  hsrdljrbe 
agreeable  to  all  whom  I  addreasf  it  cannot  suit  those  wko 
object  to  free  and  broad  constroctionti  it  certunly  \m- 
iorti  to  be  as  UtitiKUnarian  as  any  treatment  ever  hereta- 
iwe  beatowed  upon  any  of  its  clauses.  Fir«,  we  are  toli^ 
that  "to  apportion  the  repreaentatives,"  fcc.  mcus  to 
apportion  them  **as  near  as  may  be" — aquafiryingphnw, 
totally  destructive  of  tlie  absolute  and  imperstive  chine, 
ter  of  the  constitutional  rule,  leaving  much,  if  not  every 
tlung,  to  discretion  and  varying  opinion,  and  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  the  entirehr  of  a  constituent-  I  can  find  no 
such  wordi^  Mr.  President  in  the  innstitation  itself,  snd 
I  do  not  think  them  necessaiy  to  a  lull  and  perfect  con- 
preheranon,  or  rather  c:q>reSBon,  of  a  distinct  mesoiif.  1 
cannot,  therefore,  consent  to  engraft  them.  * 

Again:  the  amendment  exacts,  as  the  primtry  term  oTiti 
process  of  calculation,  the  aggregate  population  of  all  the 
States.  Does  this  form  any  part,  inferentially  or  otitennse, 
by  implication  or  otherwise,  of  the  constitutional  directioa? 
It  iaa  palpable  feature  of  that  consolidation  wbidi  the  insira- 
mentrepudiateau)  every  article.  This  aoUd  popular  man  ii 
unknown,  unrecognised,  bythe  true  principlesofthe  confe- 
deracy. It  could  never  Iwve  been  within  the  contemplafion 
of  those  by  whom  the  Union  was  fbnrted:  and  that  it  is  recur- 
red to,  in  furtherance  of  the  amendment,  is  afresh  proofto 
my  mind  tlut  the  amendment  itself  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  the  constitution.  And,  a^in,  air:  why  is  tiie  second 
term  of  the  calculation,  by  which  alone  the  results  irf^ 
amendment  can  be  produced,  stated  to  be  the  i^recd 
number  of  the  represenUtive  body?  I  liave  already  ad- 
verted to  the  ^t  that  the  number  of  tfae  House  is  a  re- 
sult merely  of  prior  datat  tliat  it  is-the  consequence  of 
your  own  calcutationt  that  it  is  nut  abaus  foranyprace^ 
and  is  never  expressed  in  any  act  as  a  legislative  c*»oiee. 
All  these  d«-vices,  and  interpolations,  and  fictions,  are  im> 
necessary  to  the  bill,  and  inconsistent  with  the  conatitution; 
they  are  essential,  however,  to  the  being  and  movement 
of  the  amendment:  hence  I  infer  that  thb  novel  project 
ought  to  be  discountenanced. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  I  must  confessmyactfw* 
satisfied  with  the  effort  which  has  been  made  to  reconcile 
the  amendment  (by  which  a  refiresentative  '•f**'^™!? 
evcrj-  fraction  which  exceeds  a  mne^  of  the  ratio,  47,7W 
to  that  clause  of  the  constitution  wherein  it  is  d«krw 
that  "the  number  of  represenutivea  shall  not  tixm 
one  for  every  thirty  thousand."  I  believe  Oat  **ti)if^ 
thousand"  was  designed  to  incUeate  the  mimnuim  eonib- 
tuency— and  yet  the  amendment  will  make  constiluen«i 
by  the  wholeaalc,  each  of  which  will  be  less  tium  35,0W' 
Nor,  sir,  is  it  a  reply  at  all  satisfiietory  to  this  su^eatftm, 
that,  not  withstanding  tiiese  inadequate  or  inftiwrcooAt^ 
encies,  the  number  of  rvprewntativei  In  each  Stste 
not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  Uiousand.  The  uncaa- 
stitutional  result  is  merely  concealed,  nofavMded  orfTW 
evaded.  ■  After  epplyii^  the  latio  of  47,700  to  the  p"-^' 
Ution  of  each  SUte,  so  much  of  that  population  asn  vu" 
toyield  representatives  is  definitively  di^osed  of:  H 
respects  the  process  of  apportionment,  as  it  were,  out  m 
the  Sute:  and  the  residue,  or  fraction,  now  the  wily  po- 
pulation, if  less  than  30,000^  cannot  be  allowed  any  co-i- 
ItitucBt  power  wbiblTW.   A  double  ntiob  it  w 
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Wuhinj[ton*i  "one  eommon  dhrbor,"  tnajr  be  celled  fw 
by  the  system  of  freeUonal  rgpretenfatdon,  but  does  not 
conforin  to  the  ^plidty,  dtreetncsa,  and  true  hnport  of 
tbe  constitution. 

Thew  remmrkH,  it  will  be  perceived,  Mr.  President, 
have  been  dictated  by  no  anxiety  aa  to  the  quantum  of  re- 
presentation which  might  fall  to  t)ie  share  or  Pennsylvania. 
8he  cannot  be  presumed  much  alive  to  the  question 
whether  she  shall  have  one  more^  or  one  less,  in  her  dele* 
gstion  to  ttie  other  branch  of  the  Leg^ature.  But  Sena- 
tore  will  reeoUeet  that  her  people  are  steadily  itni^ing>, 
m  tbei*  own  peculiar  way — mark,  sir,  in  tlieir  own  pecu- 
liar  way — to  preserve  the  established  institutions,  princi- 
ples, and  systems  of  the  country.  I  regard  the  mode  of 
apportionnent  introduced  under  the  auspices  of  Wash- 
ington and  Jeffemon,  forfy  years  ago,  and  uniformly  ao- 
qiiteseed  In  by  tlie  vdiole  American  people,  aa  a  nt^tter 
Airly  embraced  within  tiie  great  policy  of  stabiUly,  order, 
Md  permanent  government,  for  which  mv  vtlaer^  State  has 
eontendnl,  is  eontentUng,  and  always  win  contend. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  of  Delaware,  next  rose.  Although, 
said  he,  I  came  here  this  day  without  any  exptwtation  of 
being  involved  in  adebate  onOiit  bill,  yet  I  maJce  no  apolo- 
gy to  the  Senate  for  iRsnfRcient  preparaUon  to  dtacuss  it. 
At  every  stage  through  which  itliai  yet  advanced,  I  have 
jealously  watched  its  progresi.  Under  a  deep  and  abid- 
ing aenae  of  the  wrongs  which  it  proposes  to  inflict  upon 
the  people  of  the  SUte  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  represent,  I  have  steadily  resisted  it,  as  it  has  advanced 
from  day  to  dayi  and,  having  succeeded,  by  a  motion  to 
recommit  it,  in  arresting  itsprt^^ss,  until  a  report  against 
it  has  been  made,  I  now  believe  the  vote  upon  its  passage 
in  this  body  will  exliibitto  ourcountry  one  of  the  mortsig^ 
nal  trfom^na  of  reason  over  tluA  blind  devotion  to  prece- 
dent, which  has  marked  most  of  tfie  acts  (Ustributing 
political  power  among  the  States,  Mnce  the  origin  of  this 
Government 

liie  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Dal- 
las,] who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  informed  usthat  this  was 
not  a  question  which  could  be  sftisiiwtcRily  adjusted  by  a 
recurrence  to  ndnute  detuls.  Be  aeerned  to  conaider 
that  injustice  was  not  to  be  regarded,  fffovided  it  arose 
from  inattention  to  minor  inteKsts  in  this  countiyi  and, 
although  he  afterwards  found  it  necessary  to  repudiate  the 
doctrine  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  whicn,  while  it 
admits  that  some  inetjualitjr,  under  any  rule  of  app<ntion- 
ment,  must  always  exist,  still  claims  it  as  a  necessary  impli- 
cation from  the  language  of  the  constitution,  that  repre- 
sentatives shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
■<  aa  near  as  may  be"  aocordii^  to  Uidr  repreaentative 
populationt  yet  in  the  outset  he  tdd  us  that  exact  mathe- 
matical justice  could  never  be  attained,  and  that  it  was  in 
vain  to  search  after  it,  by  recurring  to  minute  calculations. 
On  the  other  hand,  while  I  agree  with  that  part  of  hia  ar- 
^ment  which  is  suicidal  to  another  branch  of  it,  because 
it  really  interpolates  in  the  constitution  the  words  "  as  near 
aa  may  be,"  to  which  he  afterwards  objected — ^while,  I  say, 
1  agree  with  so  much  of  his  remaru  as  informed  us,  in 
aobstance,  that  the  onlr  way  to  apportion  repreaentstiTes 
among  the  States  waa  Uiat  whtdi  approximated  moat  near- 
ly to  perfect  justice,  1  by  no  means  concur  with  bun,  that, 
to  attain  this  moat  desirable  result,  we  must  either  over- 
lofrfc  minor  interests,  or  refiise  to  recur  to  tlie  most  minute 
details.  Tiiere  can  be  no  accurate  retfoning  on  this  or 
any  fither  mathematical  propontion,  without  recurring  to 
niiiHtte  detaib.  There  can  be  no  aatiafiuitory  aiUustroent 
of  the  quetUon*  before  us,  without  it.  Tlie  bilfand  tbe 
amendment  to  it  are  conflicting  propo«tions,  differently 
dstributing  political  power  among  tlic  States,  fouiHled  on 
different  Mses,  proceeding  on  difFerent  modes  of  mathe- 
matical cakulaticm,  each  cuuming  to  divide  the  represen- 
tation of  the  people  as  near  aa  may  be  aoeording  to  exact 
jnaticc,  but  nattier  pntrndinf  to  afoid  aU  iaequdl^,  or 


to  apportion  according  to  numbers  precisely.  The  only 
questions  ought  to  be,  which  of  the  two  approaches  near* 
eat  to  exact  right>  or  what  plan  can  be  devised  that  will 
form  the  best  possible  approximation  to  an  apportionment 
amongthe  several  States,  according  to  tlie  respective  federa* 
tive  population  of  each?  These  questions  affect  deeply  the 
rights  of  the  citizen — they  involve  considerations  going  to 
the  very  dearest  interests  and  privileges  of  every  freeman 
in  the  whole  cotmtiyt  and,'so  far  from  agreenig  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  overlook  minute  detdia  in  the  de- 
cinon  of  such  a  (question,  I  hold  this  to  be  a  aiibjeot  in  re- 
gard to  which  it  IS  the  duty  of  every  member  to  caril  with 
him  on  the  "ninth  part  of  a  hair." 

1  except,  no  less  dendedly,  to  another  position  taken 
by  the  honorable  member,  in  the  courae  of  hia  interesting 
argument  to.day.  He  would  always  permit  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  organise  tiietnselvea,  so  long  as  he 
might  think  thar  orgwiizadon  not  absolutely  unconstitu- 
tional. He  Ukea  the  bill  on  account  of  its  paternity,  and 
seeks  for  no  reason  to  account  for  the  mode  of  farming, 
for  ten  years  to  come,  one  of  the  most  sacred  institutions 
of  our  country,  but  the  wiD  of  those  who  proposed  this 
measure.  SSof  pro  ratione  voiunim>  In  his  view,  their 
pleasure  should  be  our  law,  so  loi^  as  ther  do  not  Ti(4ate 
the  very  charter  under  wUeh  tii^  hdd  their  seats.  He 
will  agree  to  go  with  us  into  the  argument  no  Airther  than 
the  question  of  unconstitutionaKty  is  involved  in  it)  and, 
having  determined  that  (with  great  deference,  let  me  tell 
him)  by  the  aid  of  some  most  lame  and  impotent  conclu- 
sions in  favor  of  the  bill,  the  number  of  the  llouae,  ita 
basis,  and  its  whole  structure,  are  matters,  he  thinka,  with 
which  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Whynot?  Because,  says  he,  if 
we  should  refuse  to  adopt  the  plans  proposed  by  tbe  popu- 
lar branchi  it  would  ^timately  give  the  Senate  an  uncon- 
stitutional restraint  over  the  House.  To  sustain  himaelf 
in  this  strange  opinion,  the  horHwable  member  read  to  ui 
an  extract  from  the  speech  of  George  Cabot,  delivered  in 
ITSS,  in  the  convention  of  Haasachusetta,  on  the  fourth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  that  "if  the 
State  Lefpalatures  are  suffered  to  regulate  etmolusvely  the 
elections  of  the  democratic  branch  of  Coiwreas,  they  may, 
by  such  an  interference,  first  weaken,  and  at  hst  destroy, 
tiiecheck  of  the  demouvtie  on  the  federative  branch — they 
may  at  first  din^iah,  and  finally  annihilate,  that  control 
of  the  General  Government  which  the  peo]ile  ought  al- 
ways to  have,  through  their  immediate  representatives. 
As  one  of  the  people,  therefore,  I  repeat,  that,  in  my  mind, 
the  fourth  section  is  to  be  as  highlv  prized  as  any  in  tbe 
constitution."  Now,  be  it  (^servea  that  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, which  Mr.  Cabot  was  here  considering,  u  this:  **  Tho 
times,  places,  and  manner  xiS  holding  etectiona  fbr  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed,  in  each  State, 
by  the  Legislature  thereoft  but  the  Con^^ress  may,  at  any 
time,  hy  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to 
the  places  of  choosing  Senators."  This  section,  pving 
Congress  the  power  to  alter  the  State  laws  prescribing  the 
time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  repre- 
sentatives, Mr.  Cat>ot  said  he  prized  as  highly  as  any  part 
of  the  constitution,  becuise  the  House  was  to  form  a  check 
upon,  and  a  control  over,  the  Senate,  which  represented 
the  aovereign^*  of  tile  individual  States  and  the  members 
of  which  were  delegated  by  the  State  Legishtures.  With- 
out this  clause,  he  apprehended  that  tiie  State  LegisUturea 
(not  the  Senators  here)  might  pass  laws  *<  regulating  con- 
chmvely  the  elections  of  representatives,"  firA  to  weaken, 
and  at  last  to  destroy,  that  check— at  flnt  to  dinuniah,  and 
at  last  to  annihilate,  titat  control.  Mr.  I  'abot  did  not  ap- 
prehend danger  fVom  the  Senate,  but  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. He  saw  Uiat  the  power  of  making  laws  to  reguUte 
the  elections  was  transferred  to  the  State  Legislatures,  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  Congress,  and  not  to  the  Senate.  He 
thercfwe  SMd  not  a  word  about  the  rMtt  of  the  Senate  to 
check  aigr  kgiihtioo  of  ttw  Houss.   Nothing  waa  fitrOwr 
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from  bit  tbougfaU  than  to  reatrain  the  Senate  in  the  exer- 
luae  of  this  constitutional  duty,  t^UHigfa  the  honorable  Se- 
nator Kt  interprets  his  langui^.*  Mr.  Cabot's  fears  of 
ui^'ust  restraint  were  not  from  tbe  Senate,  when  paisingf 
apportionment  lawi^but  from  the  State  Legislatures,  when 
passings  election  laws:  ^et,  notwithstanding  this  his  plain 
hnguage  and  sole  alluuon,  the  honorable  member  dedu- 
ces frcHD  Mr.  Cabot  the  doctrine  that,  if  the  Senate  throw 
any  sort  of  embarrassment  in  the  way  in  which  the  House 
^udl  select  tbe  sources  from  which  it  draws  its'own  mem- 
bers, it  does  weaken  and  destroy  thedemocratic  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature.  Is  this  logical  reasonuig?  Is  it 
not  an  evident  nuaapprebension  of  toe  true  meaning  of  the 
Mi^e  member  <d  that  conTention,  to  wboae  Tiews  tbe 
gentlemu)  basrefetred  ui?  Is  tbe  po«tion  Mund,  were  H 
eren  sustained  bv  the  whole  of  that  convention^  that  the 
House  alone  shall  select  the  sources  from  which  it  drawp 
its  own  members'  The  Senate  constitutes  the  only  barrier 
for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  States;  and  if,  by 
such  doctrine,  that  barrier  be  beaten  down,  how  are  the 
least  populous  to  protect  themselves  against  the  encroach- 
menta  of  the  latter  States,  upon  the  eonstitutioi^  rij^t 
of  representation  guarantied  to  the  smaller^  The  prind- 
ple  of  the  bill  sent  ua  from  tbe  House,  as  I  will  by  and  by 
show,  always  has  given  (and,  I  might  add,  if  it  be  persist- 
ed in,  always  will  give)  the  larger  States  the  advantage 
in  representation,  by  tluowioff  the  oppreanvc  fractions, 
for  which  no  representative  N  aUom^  on  the  snudler 
members  of  the  Union. 

In  a  fonser  debate  here  on  thii  bin,  the  getrileiiiBn  from 
North  CaroUna  [Mr.  Maxaini]  adnutted  this,  but  told  ua 
that  it  was  ineritable — because,  said  be,  those  who  have 
the  trumps  will  always  win  thetrieks.  I  replied  then,  and 
I  repeat  now,  tba^  by  our  rule,  there  can  be  no  tricks  to 
be  taken  i  that  justice  could  be  so  done  by  the  amendment, 
as  to  remove  the  temptation,  on  the  part  either  of  small 
or  lar^  States,  to  nutke  or  to  take  tricks^  and  that,  if  now 
die  pnncipal  States  in  the  House  should  ccHnbine  to  cm- 
preas  tbe  loialler,  by  adhering  to  an  unjustiule,  it  would 
be  not  to  much  the  nibject  <tf  comjuunt  widi  Us,  that 
those  who  had  the  trumps  had  got  the  tricks,  a*  that  they 
had  first  stocked  the  cards  to  get  the  trumps.  Pursuing 
the  same  train  of  thought,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Habct]  told  ua  that,  for  our  loasesinthe  House,  we 
were  compensated  by  an  equal  representation  in  the  Se- 
lutef  and  he  connaered  this  equaUty  of  representation 
hero  u  "a  diweniation  of  Fnmdence,"  to  which  the 
laiger  States  had,  in  pure  christian  rcMgnation,  submitted. 
We  told  him  that  this  sore  affliction  to  him,  and  others 
here,  must  be  borne,  as  a  lUspenaation  of  Justice,  and  a 
compUance  with  die  bond  which  our  foreutbers  signed 
with  theirs — that,  at  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  one 
of  the  delegates  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Bradford)  bad  an- 
nounced this  as  a  «tiu  qua  non,  wi^out  which  there  could 
be  no  Union,  and  had  declared  that,  sooner  tblui  give  up 
the  federative  principle,  by  dni^  iribich  we  should  be 
made  your  *'beweri  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,"  un- 
der one  grand  ccmabUdated  Government,  the  smeller  States 
would  seek  a  foreign  alliance.  Knowing  these  things  at 
that  time,  you  signed  tbe  bond  with  ua,  and  you  cannot 
now  pretend  that  you  did  not  understand  it. 

Th«  doctrines  advanced  to  deprive  us  of  equal  demo- 
cratic representation  in  the  Hous^  because  we  are  equally 
represented  in  our  spvereign  capauties,  as  independent 
States  on  this  floor,  is  at  war  with  tbe  whole  spint  of  tbe 
constitution,  is  tiie  very  principle  of  consolidation  in  its 
most  odious  aspect,  was  never  acceded  to  at  any  period  of 
our  national  existence  by  any  of  the  States,  and  was  not  ad- 
vanced i^er  it  was  once  answered  by  any  gentienan  who 
haa-entered  into  this  discuaMon.  But  I  now  advert  to  it» 
because  it  [Hvceeded  upon  the  admission  ttf  the  inequal^ 
of  representatton  between  the  Btate^  whidi  ia  always 
prodiwed  by  the  <^Mtati(m  of  tiie  piiwnple  in  the  bill. 


It  has  not  been  denied  that  such  apporttonmentskretoo 
often  tbe  results  of  tbe  combination  oi  some  of  the  luger 
States  to  secure  to  themselves  tbe  greatest  posubte  ilure 
of  political  power  in  the  House,  waich  is  easily  effected 
by  fixing  upon  an  aibitruy  ration  bearing  no  pn^mtioa 
to  the  number  ii  memltera  in  the  House.  KcaimotlM 
denied  that  un^ar  results  may  always  be  expected,  riwtild 
this  rule  continue  in  operation.  -  Why,  then,  should  tbtt 
House  alone  "  select  the  sources  from  which  it  ia  to  diav 
its  own  representation  and  why  should  the  intenrentioti 
of  the  Senators  here.  In  behalf  of  the  smaller  States  ud 
in  just  defence  of  ^e  equal  rights  of  all,  be  denounced  u 
"destroying  the  democratic  branch,"  by  the  very  act  (f 
exerciiing  the  nlutaiy  reattaint  upon  Icpslation,  which 
theeonamution  haa  imposed  upon  ua  as  a  duty?  In  tbe 
other  House,  Delaware,  Vermont,  and  Miaaouri  have  ia 
all  but  aeven  members,  and  tiie  biU  from  ^t  Boose  hs% 
as  I  propose  to  prove,  deprived  each  of  them  of  one  re- 
presentative, transferring  two  of  their  representatives  to 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  Is  tb^  House,  in  which 
New  York  axvi  Pennsylvama  have  nzty  repreieirtative^  to 
decide  upon  the  question,  tbe  only  tnbunal  to  which  tbqr 
can  ^peal  for  redress  of  this  imury,  if  it  has  besn  infiict- 
ed  ?  Suppose,  to  carry  out  the  idea  of  allowing  the  Houie 
the  exclusive  right  of  selecting  the  sources  from  which  iti 
members  shall  be  dnwn,  that  a  bUl  should  pass  there,  &ar 
franchising  the  people  of  those  three  States,  and  denying 
them  any  Representation,  under  the  pretence  ofrebellio^ 
refusal  to  pay  taxes,  or  to  obey  the  laws:  no  man  wiU- 
pretend  that  their  Senators  should  keep  silence,  tndntf- 
fer  the  bill  to  pass  here,  lest  they  should  improperiy  weak- 
en or  destroy  the  democratic  cbeck  upon  this  body.  On 
the  contrary,  I  apprehend  no  man  would  more  piomptl; 
come  to  their  assistance  in  such  a  case,  than  the  gentlman 
from  Pennsylvania  htmaelf.  Tbe  himorable  gentlemaB 
from  Virgima,  [Mr.  Tiaawaix,]  if  1  underatood  hm^ 
a  former  occasion,  carried  the  doctrine  to  the  sane  kngtb. 
He  insisted  tiiat  tiie  Senate  shoukl  not  dictate  to  tiw  Uou^ 
nor  alter  the  aggregate  nnmber  of  repreeentativei  Smo 
by  tiie  House,  beoante,  slid  he,  tiiey  are  tbe  bert  jwtgw 
of  thnr  own  convenience,  wUch  ought  certainly  to  be  cofr 
suited  by  us,  with  great  respect  for  them.  He  even  told 
us,  in  effect,  that  the  Urge  States  always  would  ceotml 
this  question  aa  to  the  number  of  members.  It  has  beea 
asserted,  too,  that  in  no  case  should  the  Senate  alter  uc 
number  of  representativea  propoaed  by  the  House, 
cause  such  an  atteratiiNi  would  be  uopertianKnt^  m 
unnsualj  andahbougfa,  on  a  fimntfoccanon,  I  metthnob- 
jection  by  reasonii^  v^ieh  I  do  not  now  purpose  to  re- 
peat, yet  I  must  reoaU  the  attention  of  Uie  Senate  totte 
rectffds  of  Congress,  which  I  then  exhibited,  to  prove  tbU 
tiie  Senate  has,  at  least,  in  one  of  the  four  ^pwtioninrata 
which  have  been  made,  changed  not  only  the  ouBiber 
of  the  House,  but  even  the  ratio  profioeed  by  tiie  Home. 

On  the  Sd  day  of  December,  1811,  ui  this  body,  1^ 
Bayard  moved  to  strike  out  the  ratio  of  37,000.  u  fixM 
by  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  and  it  wu 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  16<  J^- 
Smitii,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  40,000,  in  lieu  of  the 
number  stricken  out,  which  motion  waa  negatived-^cf* 
13,  nays  21.  Mr.  Bayard  then  moved  to  insert  35,000  id 
the  blank  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  determined  in  tiie  aoj- 
mative— yeas  32,  nays  13.  Yeaa.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brad- 
ley, Btent*  Gmwibiti,  Cutis.  Dana,  Gorman.  Gite^  Gil- 
man.  Goodrich.  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Led), 
Lloyd.  Reed.  Robinson,  Smitii.  of  Maryland,  Smith,  ot 
New  York,  Tait,  Varnum.  Nays.— Meaara.  Anderson, 
Bibb,  Campbell,  of  Ohio.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Coo- 
dict.  Franklin,  Gaillard.  Lambert,  Pope,  Taylor,  Turner, 
WcnthingtoD.  The  effect  of  the  Senate's  ameodmeul, 
then,  waa  to  change  tiie  ratio  froan  3r,000  to  35,0(K^ 
to  increase  tbe  whole  number  of  f>|geaanlitiTgi  defo 
member*— tiwt  i«,  from  170  to  181  mcmben. 
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The  bill,  as  thus  unended,  passed  the  Senate  on  the  3d 
of  December.  On  the  5th,  the  rote  in  the  House  on  this 
antiendnient  stood— yeu  65,  nays  64.  The  Speaker  vot- 
ing in  the  negmtiTe,  tiie  motion  to  ctmcur  was  lost  A 
conference  vu  then  ordered,  and  Nesars.  Bandolph,  La- 
cock,  and  Condict  were  appointed  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  House.  On  the  6th  of  December,  the  Senate  in- 
■bted  on  their  amendment — ^yeaa  31,  nays  13.  A  conifer' 
«nce  was  agreed  to,  and  Hessn.  Bayard,  Leib,  and  Var- 
num  were  appointed  managers  oil  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
On  the  10th  December,  Mr.  Bayard  reported  that  Ae  ma- 
nagers could  not  agree,  and  recommended  that  the  Senate 
adhere  to  th«r  amendment.  On  the  11th  December,  the 
Senate  determined  to  adhere--^eaa  18,  nays  16.  In  tlie 
House,  after  an  unsuccessful  effort  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ban- 
dolph to  prevail  on  it  to  adhere  to  its  former  vote,  the 
amendment  was  carried,  and  the  bill,  thus  adding  eleven 
members  to  die  number  of  representatives,  was  passed  by 
Coogresa*  aAd  approved  by  the  President.  It  appears, 
therefore^  that  we  have  precedent  in  point  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  number  from  340  to  351|  and  although 
that  number  does  not  fbrm,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia supposed,  my  exact  beau-ideai  (n'the  number  to  con- 
stitute a  House,  yet  it  is  f^ee  from  all  the  strong  objec- 
tions which  exist  agunst  the  number  240.  Entertaining 
as  much  respect  for  my  fellow-laborers  in  the  other  branch 
of  Congress  as  man  can,  still  I  insist  that  the  argument  of 
the  hoooimble  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  which  denies 
to  this  Senate  tlie  power  to  check  the  legislation  of  the 
co-codinate  branch  on  ihia  subject,  would  prostrate  its  au- 
thority, is  repugnant  to  the  rights  of  the  States  represent- 
ed here,  mi^t  lead  to  an  effectual  tad  most  dangerous 
consolidation  of  the  Government,  and  is  unwarranted  by 
the  past  usages  of  Congress.  Bepudiating  and  protesting 
against  it,  as  wholly  inconsistent  with  my  duty  as  one  of  the 
representatiTet  of  n  State  whose 'citizens,  by  the  iniqui- 
tooB  operation  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  at  urAc  eonaiia, 
httre  not  been  so  fully  represented  in  the  other  branch  <^ 
the  National  Leg^dature  as  the  very  slaves  of  Georgia,  1 
proceed,  in  further  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
^Ivania,  to  demonstrate  the  injustice  and  unconstitution- 
ality of  this  bill,  «s  well  as  the  propriety  and  necesuty  of 
adopting  this  cmeiidment. 

I'he  bill  assumes  the  number  of  the  House  to  be  340, 
and  at  the  same  tame  arlritrarlly  aisumes  the  ratio  of  re- 
preeealation  to  be  47,700.  There  is  no  proportion  be- 
tween the  two  numbers,  either  when  compared  with  the 
aggregate  federal  population  of  the  Union,  or  vitii  the 
tespective  federal  number%  of  the  several  States.  It  is 
therefore  unequal  and  unjust  in  its  operation.  It  neither 
apportions  representation  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cortUng  to  exact  mathematical  justice,  nor  according  to 
the  only  practical  rule  of  distributing  it  by  the  nearest  itp- 
prosimation  to  exact  justice.  It  is  tberobrft  unoonstitu- 
tionaL 

Take  the  ratio  In  the  bill  if  you  demre  to  yield  to  the 
wishes  of  the  House  on  that  subject.  State  the  propor- 
tion— as  47,700,  the  number  established  in  the  bill  to  form 
a  constituency  for  each  member,  is  to  one  representative, 
0O  is  each  State's  share  of  federal  population  to  its  share 
of  the  House.  This  gives  the  following  results: 
Sttdemenit  'howmg  the  numier  ofrepnteataHiMt  under 

the  fifth  emnte,  of  the  awenU  SbOe^  at  the  ratio  of 

47,700. 

No.   Frtet'ion.  Nft.  FnctiMt. 

Maine,  8    17,833   Pennsylvania,    28  12,473 

N.  Hampshire,  5    30,836»  Delaware,  1  37,733» 

Masaachusett^  13    38.007'  Muyknd,  8  34,343* 

Rhode  IsUnd,   3      1,799   Virginia,  31  31,803 

Connecticut,     6    11,465   N.  Carolina,      13  19,647 
Vermont,        5    43,147*  S.  Carafina.       9  35,735* 
New -York,     40     -StlOl    Georgia,  9  511 

New  Jmft     6    33,723*  Kentaekjr.       13  1,733 


Tennessee,  13  5.163  Illinms,  3  14,047 

Ohio,  19  39,583'  Louisiana,  3  38.804* 

Indiana,  7  9,130  Missouri,  3  35,019* 

Hisnaaippi,  3  14,958  Alabama.  5  34,008* 

475,478 

*  Fnetkmt  mbove  b  moiMr. 

Here,  then,  are  eleven  States  viUi  fractions  above  one- 
half  the  ratio.  Are  those  States  represented  by  the  bill 
according  to  their  exact  matiiematical  right?  Are  ^ey 
so  represented  ai  to  approumate  as  near  as  may  be  ta 
their  exact  share  of  the  House? 

On  obvious  principles,  it  would  seem  that  the  nearest 
approach  to  justice,  which  can  be  made,  is  to  give  to  each 
01  those  which  have  remainders  exceeding  half  the  ratio 
an  additional  member.  But  it  is  objected,  this  would  make 
the  House  conMst  of  351  members,  instead  of  340,  the 
number  proposed  by  the  bilL 

Then  tiie  question  recurs,  why  should  the  number  of 
the  House  be340,  rather  than  351,  when  the  ratio  is  47,700^ 
The  aggregsto  population  of  the  whole  Union  in  fedenl 
numb^rsis  estimated  at  11,938,731.  If  to  aseertun  what 
number  of  people  each  member  in  a  House  of 340  should 
represent,  we  state  the  proportion — as  340  representa- 
tives are  to  1,  so  is  11,936,731  to  49,700— we  find  that 
the  ratio  assumed  by  the  House  is  3,0lX>  below  the  true 
ratio  of  representation,  or  the  number  of  people.wbo 
should  form  a  constituency  for  each  member.  So^if  to 
aicertsuh  what  number  of  members  the  House  riisuld  con- 
^  of  when  the  ratio  is  fixed  at  47,700,  we  state  the  pro. 
portion,  as  47,700  is  to  1,  so  is  11,938,731  to  350  A%Va' 
we  find  that  the  number  of  the  House  assumed  by  tiie 
bill  is  more  tiun  ten  and  if^t  quite  eleven  members  below 
the  true  number  which  that  ratio  requires.  Some  States 
then  have  lost  those  members.  Which  of  tiie  States  are 
entitled  to  them?  Does  that  nearest  poarible  approxima- 
tion to  exact  right,  which  we  all  agree  the  spirit  of  the . 
constitution  requires,  demand  of  us  to  give  those  member* 
(which  Ae  unjU3t  rule  estabH^ed  by  the  bill  has  taken 
away  from  the  House)  to  the  States  having'  remainders 
above  half  the  ratio,  or  to  thethirteenStateshaving  remain- 
ders under  it?  All  tiie  remainders,  added  together,  make 
475,478— of  these,  338,700  belong  to  eleven  SUtes, 
which  complain  that  you  have  deprived  tbem  of  represen- 
tatives by  diminiibing  the  number  of  the  House  eleren^ 
members  below  that  number  which  bearr  a  nearer  propor- 
tion to  the  assumed  ratio  than  340.  The  remainders  of 
the  other  thirteen  States,  added  together,  make  only 
136,738.  The  eleven  then  have  the  best  claim  to  these 
members.  But  the  bill  pves  those  members  to  none  of 
the  States.  Is  it  more  equitable  to  refuse  them  to  all,  or 
to  give  them  to  those  who  can  ^owtbe  best  title  to  them? 
Consdo'us  of  U)e)r  want  of  all  chum  to  them,  most  of  the 
tUrteen  Sfates  ^nswfr,  letncme  of  uihave  them — destrojr 
them!  The  other  efeven  Stides,. clinging  to  them  as  the 
true  mother  to  her  offspring,  deprecate  their  destruction, 
and  demand  them  from  your  justice. 

But  the  Houseof  340  members  bears  no  just  proportion 
to  the  ratio  of  47,700,  when  compared  not  only  with  the 
aggregate  population  of  the  Union,  but  with  the  separate 
population  of^he  several  States. 

'To  prove  this,  I  wiU  here  meet  that  part  of  the  arpi-  - 
nient  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennff^lrania,  in  which  he 
undertook  to  exhibit  the  ineauality  of  the  amendment, 
the  examples  of  the  States  ot  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware, 
and  of  New  York  and  Delaware.  If,  says  he,  Delaware 
be  allowed  two  members,  (as  she  will  be,  if  the  House 
consists  of  251  members,)  then  Pennsylvania  ought  to 
have  35;  but  tiie  amendment,  when  the  Hoqse  is  351, 
gives  Pennsylvania  but  39.  So,  lie  aiguea  the  inequality 
produced'by  oaramendment,  between  Dehwuv  and  Penn- 
sylv^ta,  ia  tiie  difference  between,  38  and  35,  or  seven 
representatives.    But  the  gentleman  looked  only  at  one 
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ude  of  the  picture.  Reverse  H,  «nd  f^ve  Delawftre  but 
one*  «*  the  bill  he  idvocates  does,  and  then  Fennsylvsnis 
ii  entitled  to  but  17!  Because  75,433,  the  federative  po- 
pulmtion  of  Delavare,  is  to  1,  u  1,348,073.  the  federtp 
tive  population  of  Pennsylvania,  is  to  17.  Therefore  the 
ioequali^  produced  bj  the  bill  which  makes  the  House 
340,  and  ffiret  Penntylntiua  28,  wluIeitjriTes  Delaware 
butl,  iatSe  diffmnee  between  17  and  Si^or  11  repre- 
sentative!. The  Inequality  produced  by  the  bill,  therefore, 
unfortunately  forthe  gentleman's  arj^ment,  is  greater  than 
that  produced  by  the  amendment  in  the  case  stated,  by 
the  exact  difference  between  eleven  representatives  and 
seven  representatives.  In  other  woi'da,  the  amendment 
approaches  nearer  to  the  exact  matbeniatical  riglits  of 
each  of  these  States,  (wluch  never  can  be  exactly  adjust- 
ed, because  of  tlie  neceanty  of  comparing  each  of  them 
with  the  other  States,)  by  four  timet  the  whole  represen- 
tation now  allowed  to  DeUware. 

The  {gentleman's  other  reference  to  New  York  and  De- 
laware IS  equally  unfortunate  fur  him,  and  equally  iUus- 
trates  the  superior  justice  of  the  amendment.  He  urged 
upon  us  tlie  complaint,  that  if  Delaware  be  allowed  two 
Tcpresentatires,  New  Vork  should  have  fifty — because, 
Bud  he,  as  75,433  is  to  3,  so  u  1,918,553  (the  federative 
population  of  New  York)  to  50.  But  to  the  other  side  of 
the  question,  he  forbore  to  look.  Did  it  occur  to  him  that 
by  the  same  rule,  if  Delaware  be  allowed  but  one,  New 
York  should  have  but  25?  Such  is  Uiematliematical  truth. 
Yet  the  biU  gives  New  York  forty — that  is,  fifteen  more 
than  she  should  have  when  Delaware  has  but  one,  while 
the  amendment  only  gives  her  tea  less  than  she  ^ould 
have,  when  Delaware  has  two.  llie  inequality  produced 
by  the  bill,  in  the  case  stated,  is  therefore  greater  than 
that  effected  by  the  amendment,  by  6ve  times  the  whole 
representation  allowed  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. Now  these  are  but  a  few  of  the  •<  minute  details" 
to  which  the  gentleman  referred;  but  in  this  very  case  the 
people  of  New  York,  who  desire  no  injustice  against  ui^ 
i  trust  would  aekuowledre  the  right  of^ a  citizen  crf'Dda- 
ware  to  complain  that  the  oppresoon  of  the  bill  on  him 
was  juch,  that  by  its  operation  the  vote  of  the  representa- 
tive of  75,433  people  HI  Delaware  is  neutralized  by  the 
representative  of  any  47,837  people  in  New  York!!  Does 
not  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania  himself  perceive  that, 
by  the  bill  he  advocates,  a  representative  u  allowed  to 
every  4S,133  of  the  population  of  tiis  own  State,  while  we 
are  idlowed  but  one  for  75,433  people  in  mine? 

Keeping  steadily  in  view  tiie  main  pnnt  to  be  decided, 
whether  the  number  of  the  House  should  be  confined  to 
340  member^  while  the  ratio  is  47,700, 1  wilt  request  the 
gentleman  to  compare  by  his  own  rule  the  claim  of  Dela- 
ware to  two  members  with  that  of  any  other  State  in  the 
Union  which  shall  stand  up  here  and  say  she  ouglit  to 
have  but  one.  If  Delaware  should  have  but  one,  Vii'ginia 
should  have  but  thirteen — that  is,  eif  ht  less  thui  the  num< 
ber  ^ven  by  the  bill,  which  allows  but  340  members.  If 
Delaware  shall  have  two,  as  she  will  liave  if  351  members 
be  allowed,  Virpnia  should  have  37 — that  is,  «x  more  than 
the  number  given  by  the  amendment.  And  so  each  of 
the  following  States  should  have  the  numbers  I  will  men- 
tion, on  the  supposition  that  Delaware  has  but  one: 


Maine  5,  that  is,  3  less  than 
[her  number  in  the  bill. 
New  Uampshure,  3,   3  less. 


Vermont, 
Massacliusetts, 
Rliode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey, 
Maryland, 


3, 

8,  4 

1,  1 

3,  3 
35,  15 
17,  11 

4,  3 

5,  3 


Vir^nia,     13,tiiatiB,  Sless. 

N.Carolina,  8,  5,  " 

S.  Carolina,  6,  3 

Georgia,     5,  4 

Alabama,     3,  3  '* 

Mississippi,  1,  1  " 

I^isiana,   3,  1  " 

Tennessee,  8,  5  " 

KenbKky,   8,  5  " 

Ohio,        13,  7 

iDdiaiw,      4,  3  '* 


UUnoi^      3,  lleM.  Miawmiii     1,  lleis, 


Add  one  for  Delaware, 


147 
1 


99  Iw. 


number  given  by  the  bill  for  the  Bouse. 


148 

93  less  than  As 

340 


Here,  then,  is  the  inequality  produced  by  the  bill.  Let 
us  now  see  tiie  statement  which  the  gentleman  frmnPenn- 
sylvania  said  would  show  the  "  monstrous  inequality^  rf 
the  amendment: 

If,  lays  he,  Delaware  bare  two^  then 
Maine  Mould  have  10,  thatia  Nwth  Oazvdina,  16,  ^  i* 


3  more  tiian  is  ^ven  her 
by  tiie  amendment. 
*N.  Hamp.  7,  tbatislmore. 
•Vermont,  7,    "    1  " 
*Massa.  '*    3  ** 

R.  Island,  3,  "  0 
Conn.  7,  "  1  " 
N.  York,  50,  "  10  « 
•N.  Jersey,  8,  "  1  " 
Penn'a,  35,  "  7  " 
•Maryl'd,  10,  "  1  " 
Virginia,   37,    «•  6  " 


3  more. 
*S.  CaroUna,  12,  «  3 


Georgia, 
•Alabama, 
Missiwppi, 
•Louiuana, 
Teonesaee, 
Kentueky, 
•Ohio, 
Indians, 
Illinois, 
•Ifiasouri, 


Add  fiar  Delaware^ 


11.  "  a  ' 
1,  "  0 

3,  "  0 

4,  "  0 
17,  «  4  ' 
17,  "4  ' 

34,"  4  * 

9,  "  2  ' 

4,  "  1  ' 
3,  "  0 

304  Si 
3 

.106 
55  more- 


351  tiieUouK. 

We  se^  then,  that  55  (not  €3,  the  number  mentioiieii 
by  the  gentieman)  is  the  number  of  representatirei  that 
should  be  added  to  die  House  of  351  if  Delaware  be  en- 
titled to  twOk  in  order  that  die  may  hkve  no  moic  than  net 
exact  r^L  But  it  has  been  shown  that  93  is  the  Dumber 
tiuLt  should  betaken  fhrni  the  House  of  340  if  Delswut 
be  entitled  to  but  one,  inorder  that  she  may  have  no  Ie« 
than  ber  exact  right.  The  inequality  effected  by  tbe  biU 
ia,  therefore,  greater  than  that  "  amnstrous  inequklit; 
produced  by  «ie  amendment,  by  the  difference  between 
92  and  55,  that  ia,  37  representatives,  or  37  tines  the 
whole  representation  alh>wed  to  the  State  by  the  bilL  ^ 

There  are  other  States  to  each  of  which  gross  )nj"<^^ 
is  done  by  tbe  arbitrary  assumption  of  a  House  of  2tf 
members,  while  the  ratio  stands  at  47,700— for  instwic^ 
Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  South 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Missouri,  Luuiuana,  and  HssBschusetU. 
Take  the  population  of  each  of  these  Sutes  iu  turn,  and 
severally  compare  their  rights  with  titose  of  all  the  other 
States.  It  will  be  found,l>y  the  same  proceai  which  ibe 
gentleman  from  Penn^lvaiua  has  applied  to  Delaware, 
that,  by  destroying  the  proportion  between  the  ratio  of 
47,700  and  the  number  of  tiie  House,  which  is  reduced 
to  240,  much  greater  inequality  is 'produced  between  the 
representation  of  each  of  tiiose  States,  and  Uut  of  cveir 
other  State,  than  is  effected  by  the  amendment  Tliua, « 
Vermont,  with  a  population  of  380,657,  be  C'ltill^  " 
only  5  members,  (as  she  is,  by  reducing  the  House  to  2W, 
wbde  tiie  ratio  stands  at  47,700,)  then  New  York  sliwld 
have  but  34(  yet  tiie  bill  pvee  her  40.  If,  on  tiie  owj 
hand,  to  demonstrate  the  degree  of  inequafity  prodoced 
by  a  House  of  350,  or  351,  agreeably  to  the  principlow 
the  amendment,  Vermont  be  allowed  6  members,  then 
New  York,  with  a  population  of  1,918,553,  should  ba« 
barely  41— and  tbe  amendment  gives  her  40.  In  this  caie, 
therefore,  the  inequality  which  is  produced  by  a  Houie  a 
only  240  members,  while  the  ratw  stands  iti«B«»w«^ 
47,700^  ktotiie  inequality  pniduced  by  a  HoaN  of  851 
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members,  u  nx  to  onet  or,  in  other  words  more  than  the 
who)e  representBtion  of  Verownt.  So,  too,  Uke  His- 
•ouri,  with  her  popuUtioH  of  130,419,  having  only^  tvo 
tDemliei%  in  oonwquence  of  thit  anjust  reductiiMi  of  the 
■umber  oftbe  Hoiue,  vfaile  the  ratio  Ands  fixed  at  47,700. 
Her  popuUtiotrbears  tbewme  proportion  to  two  member* 
tiiat  New  Tork'B  beara  to  39;  that  ii,  11  len  than  New 
York's  number  in  the  bUl.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Mia- 
souri  be  aQowed  three,  m  she  will  be  if  the  House  be  in- 
creased to  351,  white  the  ratio  remains  the  same,  her 
poptilaton  will  bear  the  same  proportion  to  3  as  New 
York's  will  to  44j  that  is,  four  more  than  is  |^ven  her  by 
the  amendment.  In  this  case,  therefore,  the  uiequalify-of 
4>e  bill  is  greater  than  that  of  the  amendment  as  11  b 
greater  than  4.  In  other  words,  the  dififarenee  is  seren 
members,  which  is  more  than  thrice  the  wh<^e  represen- 
tation allowed  Missouri  in  the  bill. 

By  the  tame  mode  of  proof,  it  will  1>e  found  (as  in  the 
case  of  Delaware)  that  both  Vermont  and  Missouri  have 
more  right  to  another  member,,  than  any  other  State  in 
the  Union  has  to  confine  them  to  the  number  fixed  in  the 
bin,  by  arbftptrily  determining'  that  the  number  of  ttie 
HouBe  shall  bear  no  proportion  to  the  ratio  assumed.  By 
the  same  reasoning,  each  of  the  SUtea  of  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jenoy,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  Louinana*  Has- 
aachusetti^  Alabama,  and  Ohio,  will  furnish  a  striking  ex- 
ample to  show  that  the  House  should  not  be  fixed  at  240, 
while  tiie  ratio  remains  at  47,700.  I  leave  others  to  worlc 
out  the  proeeii  in  each  case. 

I  consider  it  as  mathematically  certain  that  the  appor- 
tionment in  the  bill  is  false,  and  tiiat  the  error  conusts  in 
refuung  to  apply  the  rules  of  proportion  to  the  number 
of  the  House,  and  the  divisor  assumed.  It  is  certun  that 
this  ntitnber  of  240  produces,  in  every  instance,  greater 
inequality,  while  this  ratio  stands,  than  a  House  of  251 
members,  composed  on  the  prin^ples  stated  in  the  report; 
and  that  this  inequality  will  be  demonstrated  by  every 
view  which  can  be  tidten  of  the  subjecL 

'And  here  suffer  me  to  remark  that  it  is  a  matter  <^  lit- 
tle importance  whether  the  number  be  2S0  or  351,  while 
you  arbitrarily  refuse  to  change  the  ratio,  under  the  pre- 
tence that  the  other  House  ought  to  fix  it.  The  exact  ratio 
for  a  House  of  351  is  47,534;  the  exact  ratio  for  a  House 
of  350  is  47,71 5.  By  fiutening  upon  us,  under  a  pretext, 
«n  arbitrary  -rRtio,  you  furnish  room  forthose  who  either 
do  not  understand,  or  will  not  examine  the  subject,  to 
Cavil  about  the  want  of  exact  proportion  between  tne  tatio 
smd  the  number  of  the  Houset  and  vm  throw  ft  miatscross 
the  viaon  of  those  whose  duty  and  inclination  it  may  be 
to  investigate  the  topic  heremer.  But  that  may  be  dis- 
peUed  by  the  consideration,  that  the  difficulty,  in  this  re- 
aped, of  which^some  seek  to  avail  themselves,  arises  en- 
tirely out  of  that  inflexible  determination  which,  instead 
of  seeking  a  number  of  the  House  that  can  be  produced 
with  perfect  accuracy  by  the  aid  of  major  fractions*  per- 
asta  in  embarraanng  the  question,  by  adherii^  to  the 
number  of  representatives  which  can  be  produced  by  the 
ratio  of  47,700.  Hie  reMiH  of  applying  tiiat  ratio  to  tiie 
population  of  each  State,  and  allowing  for  m^or  fractions, 
la  a  House  of  351,  which,  we  have  seen,  is  a  fraction 
above  the  number  produced  by  divitUng  the  population  of 
the  Union  by  47,700,  and  is  the  precise  number  produced 
fay  the  application  of  47,534  to  the  popi^lation  of  the 
union.  With  what  countenance  can  uiy  one,  however, 
pretend  that  this  House  of  S51  is  not  a  nearer  approach 
tu  exact  justice,  in  every  respect,  than  the  House  of  340 ^ 
It  ftill  often  happen,  in  the  application  of  the  rule,  that 
the  House  produced  by  it  will  either  exceed,  or  &l11  short 
of,  (by  one,)  that  precise  number  which  bears  an  exact 
mathematics  proportion  to  tiie  ratio,  or  the  population  of 
the  Unton.  Those  who  are  scrupulous  about  the  result  of 
■o  minute  a  detwlt  nay  at  all  times  eanly  reEeve  them* 
■elvea  by  suffering  ttw  n&o  to  be  changed,  Md,  consc' 


quently,  the  number  of  the  House  increased  one  or  two 
members.  Look  at  the  operation  of  a  House  <^  356,  or 
346,  or  341,  to  illustrate  tins.  By  the  pritited  statements 
which  are  before  us,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  veriest 
caviller  could  find  no  lueb  objeetioD  to  the  rule,  when 
applied  to  eitiier  <^  those  numbers-  The  same  is  true  ot 
many  other  numbers.  But  if  you  say  the  ratio  shall  be 
4,7  JOO  ezacd^  then  you  must  have  a  number  for  the 
House  above  350,  and  below  351)  and,  as  you  cannot 
divide  a  representative,  you  must  give  some  one  State  a 
little  more,  or  a  little  less,  than  her  exact  mathematical 
right.  Such  is  the  Mtuation  of  Alabama,  when  the  House 
is  350,  or  351.  But  would  any  man,  merely  because  he 
had  fixed  a  ratio  which  prevented  him  frmn  dmng  her 
exact  justice,  refuse  her  a  representative,  to  which,  after 
the  other  ten,  is  better  entitled  than  any  ot&er  State, 
or,  cavilling  on  that  isolated  point,  make  an  argument  out 
of  it,  to  overthrow  the  rights  of  the  other  ten,  which  are 
each  clearly  entitled  to  an  additional  rq}reaentative?  As 
a  more  beautiful  illustration  of  the  rule,  I  would  prefirr, 
in  the  outset  loty  one  of  the  numbers  356^  346*  or  341, 
to  either  34(^  iv  351t  but  there  ia  no  valid  olgection  to 
any  nuab«  n^iich  may  be  deiMuided  aatiie  proper  iwiiibeF 
of^ the  House. 

But  the  objection  is  made,  notwithstanding  Che  manifest 
superiority  <»  the  amendment  over  the  bill,  in  their  re- 
spective approaches  to  perfect  justice,  that  "fhietions** 
are  represeirted  by  the  amendment.  It  is  said  that  to  re- 
present fraetions  is  contrary  to  all  fbnner  OMge.  If  by 
this  it  be  Intended  that  the  amendment  prtqweet  to  give 
to  any  one  State  a  representation  which  is  not  the  nearest 
possible  approximation  to  her  exact  mathematical  righ^ 
whether  that  approximatlm  is  to  be  determined  by  re- 
ference to  the  aggregate  population  of  ail  the  States,  or 
to  the  separate  population  of  eveiy  State,  we  have  already 
seen  thut  the  position  has  been  disproved.  If  by  it  any 
thing  less  than  that  poKtion  is  intended,  I  answer,  that  it  is 
of  no  value  as  an  objectioni  because  ttie  etnutitutioo  has 
prescribed  no  process  to  attun  the  results  which  it  dirocts. 
Its  language  refers  only  to  the  cod,  and  not  to  the  particu- 
lar iDeans  by  which  that  end  ia  to  be  attained.  "Bepre- 
sentatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioaed  amongtbe 
several  States  according  to  their  respective  numbm." 
The  <^ject  is  apportionment  according  to  numbers^  and 
the  numbers  to  be  used  in  the  process  are  those  of  the 
respective  States.  The  process  in  wblch«they  arc  to  be 
'employed,  is  not  q>emfiea.  Apportioning  is  any  mode  of 
distribution  whidi  will  best  da  justice  to  ill  tbe  State% 
whether  by  a  fixed  ratio  Df  ,47,700,  or  by  a  compouml 
ratio  of  two,  or  twenty  g^ven  nun^ers.  The  first  aim 
should  be  perfect  justice.  When  that  &jls^  (ss  it  always 
will,)  the  next  thing  to  it  must  be  sought  for,  and  it  ia 
perfectly  immaterial  by  what  rule  it  isto  be  had — whether 
with  or  without  fivctions. 

The  constitutioQ  here  qieaks  of  repfeientatives  and 
direct  taxes,  todem  Aalu/  and  ahhough,  ae  I  have  said,  it 
prescflbes  no  rule  for  the  apportionment  nt  other,  yet  it 
does  direct  an  apportionment  of  both  to  be  made  in  some 
way,  according  to  **  the  respective  numbers  of  the  States.** 
There  never  was  an  apportionment  of  direct  taxes  under 
this  clause,  which  proceeded  on  that  principle  of  discard- 
ing fractions  which  is  cont«ned  in  tiie  bill.  Such  an  ap- 
portionment of  the  tax  would  be  unconstitutional.  Thua 
Ne;v  York's  populatira  bong  1,918,553,  wanta  about 
70,000  petmle  of  being  one-sixth  of  the  aggregate  popu- 
lation of  the  Union,  whteh  is  11,928,731.  Could  you 
constitutionally  app(»tion  a  direct  tax  at  this  time,  so  as  to 
compel  her  to  pay  one-sixth  of  it?  No  man  will  pretend 
it  Should  you  attempt  it,  ahe  would  prdwbly  soon  ^va 
yon  a  practical  illustration  of  the  doctrine  of  nullificaoon. 
With  a  strong  arm,  in  a  righteous  cause,  she  would  defr 
such  an  attempt  to  oppress  aer;  and  you  have  no  triboMu 
ot  juatwe*  whicb  Wfliold  upheld  you  in^tbe  ettevnt.  ToB 
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coiild  nott  ia  nidi  a  stru^e,  look  a  fatizen  of  New  Tm-k 
in  the  free*  and  inaintam  that  your  claim  on  her  was 
honest.  But  the  bill  give*  her  one  full  sixth  part  of  the 
whole  representation;  for,  while  it  assigns  her  40  mem- 
bers, which  is  her  full  share  of  a  Hoiim  of  251  represen- 
tatives, it  cuts  off  eleven  representatives  from  other  States, 
and  thus  reduces  the  whole  number  to  340,  under  the 
pretext  of  refusiitff  to  represent  fractions.  Tautton  and 
representation,  then,  do  not  goto|fether.  To  meet  this 
argument,  it  tits  been  said  that  a  representative  ii  not 
divisible,  but  that  taxes  are.  That  does  not  answer  the 
objection.  The  representation  and  taxation  must  bej 
made  on  some  principle  which  can  be  equally  applied  to 
both.  If  the  former  cannot  be  mode  to  bend  to  any  rule, ! 
by  which  the  latter  has  been  apportioned,  then  the  latter' 
must  be  made  to  bend  to  the  rule  used  for  the  former.  It 
would  be  very  easy  to  apportion  a  tax  on  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  direct  that  New  York  should  pay  one-sixth 
of  it,  and  that  each  of  the  other  States  diould  pay  ac* 
cording  to  their  representation  in  this  bill.  Bat  we  all 
i^ree  tliat  such  x  thing  never  has  been  done,  that  it 
would  be  unconstitutional,  and  intolerable.  Why  so?  You 
answer,  because  that  would  be  apportioning  the  tax  ac- 
cording to  the  representation,  and  not  according  to  the 
numbers  of  the  several  States.  This  ia  the  why  and 
whereforet  and  there  is  no  other  reason  for  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  such  a  bill.  Why.  then,  is  this  bill  con* 
stitutionaU  Is  not  the  clause  which  directs  the  tax  to 
be  assessed  according  to  numbers,  equally  explicit,  that 
representatives  shall  be  apportioned  on  the  same  prin- 
dple?  If,  therefore,  the  one  be  unconstitutional,  so  is  the 
other. 

Here,  then,  is  our  answer  to  the  remark  of  the  renUe- 
man  from  Pennsylvairii,  that  *'  to  represent  fractions  is 
contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  Government."  The  Govern- 
ment has  known  no  other  usage,  in  apportioning  direct 
taxes  according  to  numbers,  than  to  levy  them  on  the  fac- 
tions, as  the  gentleman  is  pleased  to  call  them,  as  well  as 
on  the  masses  produced  by  cutting  up  the  States  with  the 
aid  of  IBxed  ratiost  and  now  to  depart  from  that  principle 
in  the  case  of  representatives,  is  contrary  to  a  usage  qiute 
as  long  established  as  any  to  which  he  has  referred  us. 

But  again:  there  never  was  an  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives wluch  did  not  in  fiurt  (though  not  eo  nomine) 
give  representatives  for  fractions.  To  prove  this,  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  statements  which  I  sub- 
mitted on  a  former  oecwon,  and  whidi  they  have  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  their  nw. 

No.  1. 

The  bill  of  1793,  which  Washington  did  approve,  bad 
a  raoo;  yet,  in  point  of  fact,  fnctioni  were'  represented 
b^  it.  The  following  statement  shows  the  reptresentation 
given  by  that  bill;  the  fractions  represented  being  marked 
thus  The  population  of  the  Union,  which  was  3,615,- 
930,  was,  to  105,  the  number  of  the  House,  as  each  State's 
population  to  the  answer  here  given: 


New  Hampshire,    5.39  5  North  CiroKna,  1S.33  19 

Vermont,            4.44  4  South  CaroUna,   8.26  B 

Massachusetts,    '16.54  17  Georgia,  •3.99  4 

Ittiode  Island,      *1.98  3  Kentucky,        •5.89  6 

Connecticut,         7.31  7  Tenncasee,       *3.8S  3 

New  York,        •16.63  17   

New  Jersey,        •S.93  6  131.  141 

Pennsylvania,     *17.33  IS       'fractions,  10 

Delaware,             1.7B  1  ■ 

Marvtand,           'S-SO  9  UL 

Virginia.          •31.51  33 
Prendent  Jefferson  approved  this  bill. 

No.  3. 

The  act  of  1811  was  the  bill  which  the  Senate  amemH 
by  changing  the  ratio  assumed  by  the  House,  and  iBcmS' 
ing  the  number  of  members -proposed  by  die  House. 
The  number  of  the  House  was  161}  the  popuUtion  of  dte 


New  HaropJiirC: 
Vermont, 
Msasaefausetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Harylaod, 


4.11 
3.30 

13.76* 
1.98* 
6.88* 
9. 62' 
5.20 

12.57* 
1.61 
8.08 


Vi^rinta,  30.30* 
N.  CaroUna,  10.36 
8.  Carolina,  5.98" 
Georgia,  S.05 


98. 

*  7  frsetiona. 
105. 


No.  3. 


The  act  of  1803  gave  representation  for  the  fradtions 
jwtuch  are  marked*.  As  ^897,378,  the  wbdie  populs' 
tion,  is  to  141,  the  number  of  the  Honise,  so  is  each  State's 
share  of  {topulation,  at  4>*t  time,  to  the  foUowbg  results: 


Union,  6,654,355.  Each  State's  proportion  was 
Low%  the  fractions  represented  being  marked  *: 


New  Hampshire,  *5.83 
Vermont, 

Massachusetts,  30.69 

Rhode  Islfnd,  2.09 

Connecticut,  7.13 

New  York,  '35.93 

New  Jersey,  6.56 

Pennsylvania,  *33.36 

Delaware,  '1.93 

Maryland,  9.13 

Virginia,  '32.23 


6 
6 

30 
3 
7 

27 
6 

33 
3 
9 

33 


N.  CaroUna,  13.54 
S.  CaroUna,  9.15 
Kentticky, 
Tennessee, 
Ohio, 


Georgia, 


10.1S 
6.63 
6.27 
•5.73 


13 
9 

10 
6 
( 
6 

181 


173. 
*  8  fractions. 

181. 


This  bill  was  approved  by  Prendent  Madison. 

The  bill  of  1822  also  gaye  representation  for  ihc  firsc- 
tions  marked  *.  The  House  was  213,  (Alabama  wai after- 
wards, by  special  act,  entitled  to  another,]  the  populstton 
of  the  Unio;i  being  8,969,814.  Ipach  State's  shsre  (tftbe 
House  was  as  follows: 


Maine, 

New  Hampi^e, 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,^ 
New  York, 
New  Jerscjr, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
Norai  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


7.05 
•5.77 
5^ 
•13.36 
1.96 
6.50 
•32.35 
6.48 
■24.80 
1.67 
•8.60 
•31.14 
13.16 
9.43 


7 
6 
5 
13 
2 
6 
34 
6 
26 
1 
9 
33 
13 
9 


Geor^pa, 

Alabama, 

Missisnppip 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee, 

Eentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri* 


303. 
•lOfrsctioDs. 

313. 


President  Monroe  approved  this  bill. 

And  now,  to  meet  the  objection  of  those  who  can  gi*' 
no  other  answer  to  the  amendment  than  this  unmeaninf 
cry,  that  "it  proposes  to  give  representation  for  ft» 
tions,"  1  submK  a  statement  to  prove  tlmt  the  very  bw 
they  advocate  proposes  to  give  represent^ion  for  frsc- 
tions,  as  well  as  all  the  laws  that  have  preceded  it. 

A  atatement  of  the  repraentation  of  each  Staie,  aasnHug^ 
the  rule  of  png>oriim~-M>  11,928,731,  iAe  icAoiejwpi*- 
tion  in  federal  numders,  m  A>  340,  so  it  eadt  SM^i  si** 
of  population  to  her  thart  of  the  Boute. 

8.036  Maine,  •27.133  Pennsjivtnis 

5.418  New  Hampshire,  1.517  Delaware, 

5.646  Vermmt,  8.165  Maifbnd, 

13.381  Massachusetts,  'S0.SS2  Vtrgints, 

•  1,955  Rhode  Island,  'IS-S  North Csrolmi, 

•  5.998  Connecticut,  9.15  South  Carolip^ 
•38.599  New  York.  "8.9  Georgis, 

6.434   Neur  Jersey,  f.3  Ahbsms, 
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S.31 
3.4 
•13.5 
•13.10 
•18.7 
"6.9 


Misainippi, 

LiOUUMUW, 

Tenneawe* 
Kentucky, 
Ohio, 


3.1 
3.6 


MisKMiri, 

228. 

*  13  fraction!. 
340. 


And  to  exhibit  the  data  from  which  all  tbeae  calculations 
hare  been  made,  I  reftr  to  another  statement  on  file, 
which  I  formerly  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  which  they 
have  ordered  to  be  printed  for  Uieir  uae,  showing  the  re- 
presentative  number  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
at  each  census,  the  ratio  of  representation,  and  the  frac- 
tiona  remaining  for  each  Stfite  by  the  operation  of  the  dif- 
ferent ratios. 

^  If  gentlemen  will  examine  these  statements,  witii  a 
^ew  to  ascertain  the  fractions  which  have  actually  been 
represented  by  the  bills  which  have  passed,  they  will  per- 
ceive tijat  these  fractions  have  been  most  unjustly  repre- 
sented. Thus,  in  every  bill  which  has  met  with  the  Execu- 
tive sanction  from  1792  to  this  day,  smaller  fractions  have 
been,  in  effect,  represented,  while  larger  ooea  have  been 
entirely  overlooked  or  disregarded. 

Take  a  single  instance  among  the  many  which  present 
tbeoiselves: 

Georgia's  unrepresented  fraction  in  1792  waa  .05 
represented  do  in  1800  .99 
represented  do  in  ISlO  .73 
represented  do  tn  1820  .64 
represented     do    in  1S30  .90 

3.31 

Tor  which  3.31  she  has  been  allowed  four  representa- 
tives. -  ^ 

PeUware'a  unrepresented  fraction  in  1793  was  .61 
unrepresented  .  do  in  1800  .  .78 
unrepresented  do  in  1810  .93 
represented  do  in  1830  .67 
unrepresented    do    in  1830  .52 

3-51 

Tor  which  3.51  she  has  been  allowed  but  one  represen- 
tative in  40  ^ears.  During  at  least  30  of  these  40  years, 
the  free  white  citizens  of  Dehiware  have  not  been  so  fully 
represented  in  the  other  House  aa  the  slaves  of  Georgia, 
in  consequence  of  this  ut^ust  mode  of  apportionment. 
Tbui^  the  federative  population  of  Delaware  ws^- 

in  1792.  55,540 

in  1800,  61,812 

in  1820,  70,943 

in  1830,  75,432 


263,727— three-fifths  of  which  be- 
ittg  158,237,  would,  if  they  had  been  slaves  in  Georgia, 
liave  been  represented. 
Bnt  the  rqwcsent^on  allowed  them-haa  beeih— 
in  the  year  1793,  one  for  33,000 
in  the  year  18G2.  one  for  33,000 
in  the  year  1830,  one  for  40,000 
and  it  U  proposed  to  giv^  in  1833,  one  for  47,700 

153,700 
158,237 


than  three.AfU)t. 


4,537 — less 


In  1810  two  represftotatfves  were  allowed  fi»  71,004. 

So,  too,  by  reference  to  the  statement,  it  appears  that 
New  York  has,  by  this  bill,  40  representatives,  when  she 
is  entitled  to  but  38.59,  while  Delaware  has  but  one, 
when  she  is  entitled,  by  that  rule,  to  1.517;  Vermont  has 
five,  when  the  ia  entitled  to  5.646;  and  Missouri  baa  but 
two,  when  she  is  cntitkd  to  3.6.    If  th«  nile  adopted  to 


obtain  these  results  be  the  correct  one,  then  it  not  only  > 
appears  that  the  fractions  have  been  always  represented 
but  always  most  unjustly  represented,  and  the  bill  pio- 
posea  to  continue  this  injustice. 

What  is  the  rule,  and  why  is  it  the  trae  one?  It  statea 
the  proportion—as  the  population  of  the  Union  Is  to  the 
proposed  number  of  the  House,  so  is  each  State's  popa- 
lation  to  its  share  of  the  House.  By  the  rule  as  thus 
stated,  the  cumber  %(  tlte  House  is  assumed,  not  sought 
for  by  calculation.  In  another  shape,  the  rule  is,  as  the 
ratio  or  number  requisite  fat  the  constituency  for  one  mem- 
ber, ia  to  one  member,  so  is  the  population  of  each  State 
to  its  share  of  the  House,  and  so  is  the  population  of  the 
whole  Union  to  the  whole  number  of  repreflcntatiret. 
By  this  statement  of  the  rule,  the  ratio  is  assumed— not 
the  number  of  the  House.  The  rule  may  be  sti^ed  sim- 
ply thus:  assume  a  ratio,  divide  the  population  of  each 
State  by  it,  divide  the  remainders  by  one-half  the  ratio, 
and.add  to  the  whole  numbers  one  for  each  of  the  re* 
mainders  exceedhig  half  the  ratio.  Thus,  if  47.700  be 
assumed  as  the  ratu^  it  gives  340  whole  numbers,  when 
applied  as  a  divisor  to  the  pojpulation  of  each  State,  and 
leaves  U  remainders  exceeding  half  of  47,700.  .It  ap- 
pears, then,  that  the  results  proposed  by  the  amendment 
are  atuined  by  a  rule  which  is  never  subject  to  the  oh*, 
jection  made  here  by  my  honorable  friend  from  New  Jer- 
sey. [Mr.  FaiuirauDxsxv,]  and  repeated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  That  objection  was,  diat  the 
amendment  exacted,  aa  the  primary  term  of  its  process  of 
caIculatiou,theaggregatepopulationofalltheSUtes.  The 
gentleman,  [Mr.  Ualus,]  therefore,  denounced  it  as  a 
palpable  feature  of  that  consolidation  which  the  inrtrument 
repudiates  in  every  article,  and  it  fijrniahed  to  his  mind  a 
proof  that  the  amendment  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  ' 
constitution.  As  Mixiliary  to  this,  we  were  told  by  him, 
also,  that  the  amendment  was  proved  to  be  wrong,  be- 
cause the  i^eed  number  of  the  representative  body  waa 
the  aecond  term  of  the-  calculation,  and  that  "without 
it  the  reaults  of  the  amendment  could  not  be  produced.^ 
There  never  was  a  jptiXer  errm',  and  the  gentleman  must 
by  this  time  perceive  it.  All  the  results  of  the  amend- 
ment are  produced  by  simply  assuming  any  given  ratio, 
and  dividing  the  population  of  each  SUte  by  that  ratio. 
So  that,  without  using  either  of  the  terms  to  which  he 
objects,  on  the  strange  suppoution  that  they  are  tainted 
with  consolidation,  nay,  without  even  knowmg  what  the 
population  of  the  Union,  or  the  whtde  number  of  the 
Rouse,  la,  the  rule  sustains  the  whole  amendment.  The 
truth  i%  ihaX  this  objection  originated  in  a  misundentand- 
ing  of  the  text  of  the  biographer  of  Washington,  whose 
observations  on  tiie  veto  message  of  April  5Ui,  1793, 
were  read  to  us  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey;  and 
other  gentlemen,  seeing  tliat,  in  general,  the  very  same 
result  might  be  produced  by  using  the  terms  objected  to, 
thouglit  there  might  be  something  wrong  in  the  process 
on  that  account.  These  terms  were  uaed  as  bir  standards 
in  the  absence  of  others  to  demmatrate  the  injustice  done 
to  the  Stateti  and,  tiiougfa  it  waa  known  there  was  a  Utile 
sound  in  the  suggestion,  that,  because  tiie  population  of 
the  Union  was  one  of.  the  terms  used  in  a  rale  to  aacer- 
tain  what  divisor  should  be  assumed  when  the  number  of 
the  House  was  fixed,  yet  it  was  supposed  that  all  would 
agi'ee  that  it  was  without  substance,  when  they  saw  the 
object  for  which  it  was  used.  If  the  whole  number  of 
the  House  be  fixed  merely  to  comply  with  a  whim,  we 
then  say,  you  ouj^t  not  to  assume  an  arbitrary  nHo,  but 
search  for  one  by  lome  mathematical  proceas.  There- 
fore, we  say,  if,  lor  a  popuhtion  of  11,938,731,  240  bo 
fixed  upon  as  the  nnmher  of  the  House  for  the  whoUe 
Uiuon,  the  proper  ratio  or  constituency  for  each  menv- 
ber  ought  to  be  1.240th  of  11,928,731,  or  49,700,  and 
not  47,700.  We  used  Utia  process  to  prove  that  the  lar 
tio  waa  wrong,  and  thus  oemonatnted  its  iiyuatiee  hf 
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riiowinr  Uint  the  bill  wm  nude  up  by  sn  arbitrary  assump- 
tion of  bod)  ends  of  the  proportion.  We  mid,  wo,  that,  if 
47,700  were  a  proper  ratio,  and  must  be  adhered  to,  he- 
cauae  that  was  the  bem  ideat  of  a  cotuUtuency  for  every 
member,  tbeo,  became  that  was  near^  1-351  of 
11,938.731,  tiie  House  ought  to  be  351,  rather  than  340. 
But  we  gaio  all  Our  results  without  the  use  of  either  of 
these  ternii,  and  by  the  veiy  same  process  which  is  used 

10  the  bill,  sare  that  we  represent  what  the  ^ntleman 
calls  major  fractions,  and  be  refuses  to  do  so. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  consolidating:  process  is  the  very 
one  used  in  the  bill.  Totally  disreffsrding  the  ri^ts  of 
the  dtatea  which  may  be  injured  by  it,  it  nstens  upon  an 
•rintnuy  number,  to  wtueh*  aa  the  bed  of  Proerartes,  it 
ocden  titat  evenr  member  of  the  confederacy  shall  be 
bound  down  and  proportione<l  exactly.  All  that  is  too 
long  u  to  be  cut  on,  if  it  do  not  precisely  suit  the  tyran- 
lucal  standard  which  is  adoptedi  all  that  is  too  short  and 
cannot  be  stretched  out  Vtnf;  enough  by  the  aid  of  new 
returns  of  population,  must  die  the  death.  It  thus  cute  oft' 
475,000  of  the  people  of  this  Union  from  all  representa- 
tion, and  then  consolidates  the  reodue  into  one  mass,  which 

11  Prided  by  47,700,  to  aseertmn  the  whole  number  of 
representatirea.  It  m  the  result  of  the  most  Utitudinarian 
of  all  the  oonatitutional  doctrines  that  have  been  broached: 
fbr  it  cannot  profess  to  represent  the  States  aecording 
to  their  nitmbers,  either  exactly,  or  as  near  as  may  bet 
and  the  |pentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  by  denying:  that 
conatrucUoD  which  admits  representation  On  the  most 
equitable  tenoa,  seemed  to  me  virtually  to  acknowledge 
tiiat  it  did  not  profess  to  do  so.  It  is  inconuatent  with 
tiie  best  recMved  doctrines  of  State  righti^  and  essen- 
tially affecu  the  interesta  of  thoae  Statest  the  popula- 
tion of  which  falls  below  half  a  mllGon,  whieh  are,  in  trine 
cases  out  ten,  made  the  victinti  of  tlus  consolidating- 
principle. 

To  refute  this  last  position,  the  ifentleman  from  Penn- 
qrlvania  undertook  to  make  a  statement  exhibiting  the  un< 
repreeentcd  fractions  of  five  lane  Slates,  and  five  small 
onea.  He  selected  those  two  of  the  smaller  States  which 
have  sevml  times  accidentally  had  representatives  for 
fractions,  and  joined  them  to  three  of  those  States  upon 
wiiich  injustice  has  alva^s  been  practised.  Still,  at  this 
disadvanta^,  his  calculation  was  wrong,  by  the  verv  mode 
of  ascertaining  these  fractions  to  which  he  referred. 
Those  of  Delaware,  from  1790  to  this  date, 

have  been  111.031 

Those  of  Termont   1 23, 60 8 

nioae  of  New  Jersey,  133,34« 


Hum  of  Fenn^tvaiUa  and  New  York  com* 
binedi  only  ...... 


355,885 
78,733 


277.153 

So  that  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  have  bad, 
in  tile  period  he  referred  to,  377,152  more  of  unrepre- 
Kntod  population  than  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  com- 
bined, althoi^  the  ktter  have  four  times  the  whole 
pf^htiim  of  Mm  tiiree  former.  Delaware  alone  has  bud 
33,398  more  of  Aeae  unrepresented  fractions  in  the  forty 
years,  than  all  New  York  and  Pennsylvaoia,  during  the 
Mune  time,  whose  joint  poptilation  exceeds  hers  more 
than  three  milliuns.  being  more  than  43  times  as  great  as 
faera.  But  even  this  inequality  thus  presented,  gross  as 
it  appear^  is  not  so  manifest  as  iii  the  statement  before 
presented,  from  which  it  is  clear  that  these  States  have 
constantly  bad  representatives  for  fractions  less  than 
those  of  Delaware,  Vermont,  and  others,  which  fractions 
are  produced  by  the  operation  of  the  true  ratios  in  each 
case,  while  the  fractions  to  which  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman has  alone  beendta«eted,  liave  been  thoae  produced 
hy  Oe  <ycntion  of  falae  ntioaaloBe— that  i%  ntioa  beap- 


ing  no  proportion  to  the  given  numbers  of  the  Houk. 
Thus  it  appears,  by  applying  the  true  ratio  to  the  lull,  thit 
New  York  has  one  representative  for  a  fraction  of  5-10, 
and  Pennsylvania  one  for  a  fraction  of  I-IO— vkik  Vtr- 
mont,  Delaware,  and  Uisaouri,  eadi  with  larger  fraction^ 
tnve  no  representative  fbr  them.  And,  what  aatinwoni^ 
New  York,  by  the  aid  of  this  blse  rMio,  has  not  onl;  we 
representative  for  5-10,  but  anothn  representative  fix 
nothing — that  is,  one  mathematical  orme^hyKcalr.-pie- 
aentative,  without  a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the  State  t» 
form  a  constituency  fur  him. 

Further  to  illustrate  the  geneml  position,  that  the  effect 
of  the  principle  in  the  bill  is  to  accumulate  repreaentatioa 
on  the  larger,  at  the  expense  of  the  amaller  States,  taks 
the  aggregate  population  tit  any  fiven  number  of  tbe  fil^ 
mer,  and  compare  its  repreaentatwa  irilh  tba»  sUovcdM 
the  rest  Thus— 

Ne#  York  contains  •  -  1,918,553 
Pennsylvania  -  -  -  1.34tl,l<73 
Virgiiua  -         -         -      1,023,503  ■ 

Ohio  .         .         .  935,864 

Kcntiicky  •         -         -  631,832 

Aggregate  of  five  States  •  .  5,847.844 
A^regate  of  tbe  other  nineteen  States  ^080.786 


Excess  of  tiie  nineteen  States 


333.943 


The  proportion  of  a  House  (^340  memben,  fbr  the 

five  large  SUtes.  is  •  IIS 

For  tbe  nuieteen  States  133 

But  the  bill  from  the  House  gives  the  five  large  States  ISI 

And  the  nineteen  States  119 

But  the  gentleman  from  Penittylvania  nj*  tint  ^ 
conatitution  requires  what  he  terms  Washington'*  "  one 
common  divisor'*— one  ratio  forming  a  conititucnc;, 
which  he  thinks  means  an  "  entirely.*'  His  reference  » 
the  veto  mesaage  of  Washington  in  1793,  is  unfintuni^ 
aa  the  report  of  the  ccmimittee  has  shewn.  WastHngtiMi 
required  no  **  one  common  diviaiu-,*'  in  this  seme,  to  nake 
a  constitutional  bill.  But  he  did  require  eitiier  tlat,  o 
some  "  proportion;"  and  not  seeing  that  propurtoD  ta 
the  bill  of  1792,  he  assigned  it,  as  a  court  often  does  in  ■ 
judicial  decinoii,  aa  an  objection  concurrent  witk,  W 
strongly  illustrati  --  e  of  the  nuuii  poaition  in  tlie  case.  Fol- 
lowing out  this  idra  of  an  "  entirety,'*  we  hsve  been  told 
that  it  was  imposuble  to  tteterniiue  legally,  nwtbciraiical- 
ly,  or  metaphyidcally,  what  fractioiiB  were.  Tbe  gentle- 
man eould  hardly  conceive  of  titeir  existence.  Periispi 
meUphysics  have  already  bad  too  much  to  do  with  tbii 
questiont  but  i  will  take  the  trouble  to  deny  the  diKtrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  it  is  imponibk 
to  determine  what  fractions  are,  legally  *i>d  mslbenati- 
cally.  Whatever  metaphysical  subtlety  arinng  outoftmi 
notion  of  "  entireties."  may  be  invented  to  prove  tW 

47.699  freemen  in  atiy  of  these  States  are  not  better  «>• 
titled  to  be  represented  in  the  other  Houses  than  any  otber 

47.700  in  the  Uiuon  have  to  deprive  them  of  tiicir  rtpre* 
sentation  there,  it  is  certain  that,  mathematically,  thqr 
approach  so  near  to  tiie  entirety,  ^lat  justice  denMiid*  of 
uB  to  consider  them  sucb,  rather  than  to  throw  them  iho- 
gethcr  out  of  tiie  number  of  people  represented,  and  ibi^ 
reduce  them  to  a  nonentity.  Legally,  theyare  conipelW 
to  bear  arms  for  the  country,  to  obey  all  its  Uws,  to  p>y 
their  full  share  of  all  taxes.  Constitutionally,  they  *k, 
by  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  nw  wiaa 
in  what  States  they  may  reside,  "  entitled  to  all  Uk  p"^ 
leges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  St*tet- 
While  the  constitution  guaranties  to  them  equshty  oi 
righla  as  near  aa  may  be,  it  is  worth  whik  to  con»der  Uut 
the  rigKt  of  beinjf  represented  in  that  body,  where  Uw" 
best  iiitereata  as  citizens  are  discussed  and  decided,  »  o"* 
'<tfthemortiapOTtaDt  Th^  ooidd  bu^vam*«^ 
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nliuble  fntmunitj  than  exemption  from  that  ilaTiah  con- 
dition in  which  the  riffht  of  representation,  aa  near  as  may 
-  be.  accoidu^  to  taxation,  is  denied  to  them.  Now,  one 
man  in  New  York  will,  under  the  proriMOns  of  this  bill, 
|^«e  a  TOte  at  the  polls,  which  ia  to  have  neirij  aa  much 
influence  in  electing'  a  member  of  the  other  Rouse,  as  ^e 
Toteaoftwomen  in  Delaware.  Happily,  however,  the 
klea  of  representing-  nothings  but  an  entirety — that  is,  no- 
thing leas  than  the  ratio,  however  impoung>  it  may  at  first 
app<;ar,  ia  not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution. 

The  gentleman  thinks  he  can  discover  something  like  it 
lurking  there,  in  the  fact  that  the  constitution  itself, 
which  apportioned  repreaentativca  for  1789,  fixed  a  mini- 
mum of  represenUtion,  by  the  pravimn  that  '*  the  num- 
ber of  repreaentatives  sImU  not  exMed  one  for  every 
thirty  Aouaand."  He  supposes  that  H  tiie  framers  of 
the  constitution  fixed  a  ratio  below  which  weahould  never 
go,  tlierefore  we  mtist  always  establish  some  fixed  ratio, 
and  disregard  the  consequences.  In  making  that  provi- 
tton,  the  convention  did  not  intend  to  do  any  thing  more 
than  to  provide  agunst  a  too  numerous  representation  of 
tiie  people,  the  evils  of  wluch  were  so  awfully  visible  in 
the  very  first  movements  of  revolutioniry  France.  They 
aoight  not  have  concurred  with  Sir  James  Mobitorii,  that 
an  assembly  of  a  hundred  Newtons  WOuM  constitute  a 
mobi  but  they  certainly  conndered  it  necessary,  for  obvi- 
ous causes,  to  limit  the  number  of  repreaenUtivea  to  the 
real  wants  of  the  nation.  How  could  tliis  be  done,  other- 
wise than  aa  tliey  provided^  At  the  time,  there  had  been 
BO  census  or  "  actual  enumeration''  of  the  people,  to 
enable  them  to  lay  what  Aoutd  be  the  reprefentatioi  of 
the  States,  or  what  numbers  they  should  prescribe  for 
each  or  all  of  them,  as  the  maximum  or  hiptest  number 
that  ought  to  sit  in  the  House  at  that  time.  Nor  would  it 
have  been  wise  to  have  limited  the  number  of  representa- 
tives which  sliould  ever  sit  in  council  on  the  aflTiiirs  of  the 
country,  even  then  increasing  in  aproportion  before  un- 
known in  the  annals  of  the  world.  Adapting,  therefore, 
the  refffcsenution  to  the  population  forever,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  guu^ing  against  tlie  pomble  organization  of 
the  legislative  power,  on  auch  principles  as  have  stood 
among  the  main  causes  of  the  niin  of  most  other  republics, 
they  Simply  directed  that  the  number  of  representatives 
should  not  "exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thousand."  They 
fixed  this  minimum  ratio  merely  because  they  could  ac- 
compUsli  their  object  then  by  no  other  means;  but  nothing 
was  furtlter  from  their  tliou^ts  than  to  direct  represen- 
tation to  be  ascertained  by  the  operation  of  arbitrary  n< 
tios,  which  nnther  exactly  nor  nearly  apportion  it  to  num- 
bers,  nor  secure  the  privileges  of  citizens  in  all  the  States 
■like,  llie  same  clause  is  misunderstood  in  another  sense. 
It  does  not  mean  that  fractions  below  30,000,  according 
to  the  understanding  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
shxJi  not  be  represented;  but,  while  it  provides  that  each 
State,  under  all  circumstance,  riiall  have  one  representa- 
tive, it  does  also  ordain  that  tite  whole  popultf  ion  of  that 
State,  taken  together,  shall  not  have  more  repreaeirtstivcs 
than  at  the  rate  of  one  for  every  thirty  thuoaand.  The 
amendment  expresaly  provides  the  same  thing,  m  totidem 
verbis,  with  die  constitution,  and  is  a  literal  compliance 
with  it  in  every  sense.  Delaware,  for,  example,  has  two 
repreaentativca,  and  that  is  not  exceeding  one  (oe  every 
thirty  thousand,  but  only  two  for  75,434. 

But  the  bill  of  179:!,  which  President  Washington  dia- 
approved  on  the  5th  of  April  in  that  year,  did  give  Dela- 
ware two  Knresentativca  for  5^000  pec^e.  In  about  ten 
lines,  it  viulated  the  coiMtitution  in  eight  different  in< 
stance*,  by  giving  to  eight  difterent  States  a  representa- 
tion which,  in'  each  case,  did  exceed  one  for  every  thirty 
thousand.  Notliing  like  this  is  proposed  by  the  amendment. 
All  the  argument  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
drawn  from  this  veto  of  Washington,  is  so  fully  answered 
in  the  report  of  the  select  oonmittee  which  introduced 


the  amendment,  that  I  will  only  add  to  what  has  been 
said  on  that  subject,  that  it  is  inconceivable  to  me  that  the 
President  should  hare  intended  to  make,  what  is  called 
here  the  representation  of  fracjtions,  bis  objection  to  that 
bill,  when  I  see  &at  he  hat  not  nid  a  word  about  frao- 
tions.  If  be  had  thought  so,  how  easy  would  it  have  been 
to  have  stated  it  as  the  point  of  his  objectiont  and  if  he 
had  said  so,  how  inconsistent  would  the  conduct  of  the 
father  of  his  country  liave  appeared,  when,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  the  very  bill  which  he  soon  afler  signed,  did, 
in  fact,  also  give  representatives  for  fractions.  Peeling  aa 
much  veneration  and  respect  for  idl  his  opinions,  as  any 
man,  I  would  rescue  him  from  the  imputation  of  incon- 
sistency, rather  dum  adopt  a  construction  of  hie  mesaage 
which  would  have  the  sLghtest  tendency  to  fix  it  uprni 
him.  Tet,  if  even  he  had  given  an  opinion  hortile  to  th« 
constitution,  I  should  have  been  construned  to  adhere  to 
the  latter.  Happily,  I  am  relieved  from  any  such  em- 
barrassment. 

The  gentl(^ma^  from  Virginia,  [Ur.  Tasbwxll,]  though 
he  did  not  contend  for  such  a  construction  of  that  cUuse, 
rested  a  part  of  his  objection  to  the  amendment  on  ano- 
ther — '*  Each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  repreaenta* 
tive."  The  whole  sentence  together  reads  thusi  **  The 
number  of  representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every 
thirty  thoiisand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one 
representative."  It  was  apprehended  at  the  time  that 
some  one  of  the  States  possibly  might,  either  then  or  at 
some  future  period,  have  leu  than  thirty  thousand  people. 
In  that  event  only,  aayt  the  gentleman,  did  they  proviiie 
for  representation  of  a  fraction.  Tlie  answer  is,  that,  by 
this  provinon,  they  did  order  a  certain  fraction  to  be  re- 
presentcdt  and  by  no  provision  have  they  dtrectcd  that 
fractions  shall  not  be  represented,  except  in  the  single 
caae  when,  by  doing  so,  a  representation  is  |fiven  of  roor 
than  one  for  every  thirty  thousand,  which  is  not  the  case 
of  any  State  aa  provided  for  in  the  amendment. 

The  Senator  from  Penn^'lvania,  alsc^  objecto  to  the 
rule  adopted  in  the  amendment,  because,  as  he  says,  it  b 
complex,  and  not  obvious  to  tlie  tmild.  It  has  been  stated, 
over  and  over  again,  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  common 
rule  of  three,  or  of  practice,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia has  called  it,  or  of  fellowship,  as  otliers  call  it.  I 
thought  it  could  not  puxzle  a  Philadelphia  lawyer  to  work 
it  out,  although  the  honorable  gentleman  denounced  it  so 
strongly  for  tta  mathematical  intricacy.  In  truth,  it  is  much 
more  obvious  to  the  common  mind,  as  a  principle  of  jus- 
tice, than  the  rule  of  wbiuary  ratios;  and  I  willingly  risk 
ita  success  on  the  unbiasaed  judgment  of  the  people, 
whose  sense  of  right  will  induce  tliem  to  adopt  it  in  pre- 
ference to  that  system  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is,  to 
a  great  extent,  anti-republican,  unjust,  and  most  unequali 
and  which  baa  been  denounced,  in  a  recent  letter  frtuQ  a 
gentleman  in  New  York,  who  stands  among  the  most  dis> 
Unwished  jurists  this  country  has  produced,  as  uticonsti- 
tuUoiial,  and  absolutehr  intolerable  in  its  operation. 

Sir,  the  genUeoMUi  from  Pennsylvania  baa  aaid  that  the 
mode  of  apportionment  proposed  by  the  bill  has  been 
subnutted  to  without  a  murmur  for  forty  yearsi  that  it 
has  now  become  like  those  settled  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, to  all  vt  which  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  arc  so 
much  attached,  and  for  the  preservation  and  nuuntenance 
of  which,  in  their  own  nry  "  peculiar  way,"  they  are 
contending,  have  contended,  and  always  will  contend. 
But,  ar,  let  me  tell  him,  it  yet  remains  to  be  shown  that 
her  patriotic  people  have  ever,  knowingly,  aancttoned  de- 
U)erate  injuadeo  or  downright  usur^tion,  no  matter 
through  how  many  ^s  it  may  have  withstood  resistance, 
and  flefied  the  claims  of  justice.  If  the  people  of  this 
country  ^ould  now  generally  examine  this  subject,  they 
would  no  more  tolerate  the  principles  of  this  bill,  tiian 
they  did  the  loiw-contuiued  tyranny  of  the  Englisb  num- 
ardi%  wbicbr  in  1776^  wa^  at  leut  it  muoh    Uii%  om  of 
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the  *'  MtUed  InrtitutkHU  of  the  country."  And.  so  furl  ptte  amoant  to  477,335,  which,  liiTided  by  47,715.  gives 
fVom  Ua  being  tnie  that  tboae  whohtTe  beenopprcMetlbyj  10  m  therepreaentatnrcaoftheie  fraction re^jected  by  the 
tUf  contrivance  hare  aubioitted  without  a  murmur,  I  be-  lull.  If  this  afffi^r^ate  unrepresented  Inctioa  be  taiken 
Kevethat,  at  each  sneoecding  apparthmment,  the  com-  frooi  11,938,935,  it  leaves  11,451,600  as  the  represented 
phinta  efthe  injured  St«tei  have  been  uttered,  not  in  population  of  the  United  States;  but  this  repmentcd 


tbre«b  or  denundations,  but  in  tt>e  tone  of  firm,  numly, 
and  respectful  oppontion.  We  will  go  no  further  now, 
«r,  than  those  who  went  before  us.  But  it  shall  be  our 
ts>k  to  lay  before  our  country  the  justice  of  our  claim,  re- 
lying with  perfect  confidence  upon  the  honesty  and  good 
&ith  of  our  countrymen  to  n|^t  us,  when  tbey  shall  learn 
we  have  been  wronged. 

Uy  friend,  the  eloquent  and  able  Senator  from  Ohio^ 

K[r.  Ewiss,]  despinng  the  pet^  advantage  which  might 
gained  by  a  Urge  State  over  a  small  one  by  the  trick- 
ery of  this  bill,  has,  by  his  steady  oppontion  to  it,  endear- 
ed to  ua  more  than  ever  the  msgrcuumous  people  of  that 
great  and  greatly  growing  member  of  our  confederacy, 
whom  he  so  nonormbly  represents,  while  he  haa  strengthen- 
ed our  confidence  in  the  justice  of  our  countrymen.  Hith- 
erto,  our  cffiBplunti  have  been  heard  in  vain;  indeed,  the 
induGOnent  to  make  them  ma  never  before  so  great 
Thtough  atl  tlie  eariier  stages  of  our  Union  the  cause  of 
complaint  waa  much  leas,  because  the  diffifrence  in  the 
population  of  the  respective  States  waa  compantively  in- 
eoflsiderable.  But  as  that  difference  has  increased,  so 
has  the  injustice;  and  the  complaint  of  those  who  have 
been  wronged  by  ita  mcreasing  operation.  In  time  this 
evil  will  become  so  intoler^le,  that  it  must  be  chan|^d, 
or  the  rights  of  the  smidler  States  must  be  subrtantially 
abendoned.  In  the  perfect  conviction  that  tliis  dunge 
must  eome,  and  in  the  belief  that  the  okl  mode  of  appor- 
tioninent  will,  at  some  future  period  of  our  history,  be  de- 
nuuneed  asoiie  of  the  8tr«ngeiit  illusions  that  ever  misted 
our  countrymen,  a  defeat,  at  this  moment,  would  neither 
increase  my  confidence  in  the  justice  of  former  decisions 
on  this  subject,  nnr  diuHiudi  my  hop**  pit,  cnrect  deter- 
Bunation  hereafter. 

Mr.  DICRERSOM  mai,  ttiat  although  lie  wooUnot  op- 
pose the  amendment  wlueh  proposed  a  House  trf"  Bepre- 
•entatives  of 356,  as  that  bad  advMta^  that  recommend- 
ed it,  yet  he  preferred  to  take  the  bill  as  sent  to  them, 
and  apply  to  it  the  principle  of  giving  representatives  for 
the  aggregate  fraction  to  the  States  having  the  larger  frac- 
tions, as  it  was  maki^  the  least  alteration  in  the  Dill  that 
could  be  made  with  justice  to  the  SUtea  Idt  without  their 
proper  share  of  representatives!  and  which  b  carrying 
o'lt.  in  practice,  die  basis  of  the  calculittion  upon  which 
the  bill  oi^nated  in  the  House  of  Uepresentatives,  which 
waa  for  a  House  of  250.  Although,  in  the  process  of  the 
calculation,  by  rejecting  fractions,  tbej^  reduced  it  down  to 
S40,  the  first  baws  was  adopted  on  just  principles,  and 
slieuld  have  been  adhered  tO{  but  it  was  changed  from 
350  to  340,  and  it  is  found  that  a  part  of  the  States  have 
their  share  of  a  House  of  350,  and  a  part  of  340.  It  can- 
not for  a  moment  be  pretended,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  this 
is  an  apportionment  of  representatives  among  the  States 
accoidii^  to  thrir  numbers  respectively;  whatever  may 
be  rigtit,  this  must  be  wrong.  It  is  not  enough  that  the 
calculation  should  begin  upon  juat  prindples.  It  must  end 
upon  just  principles. 

The  common  divisor  of  47,700  given  in  the  bill  proves 
tiiat  a  House  of  350  represent&tivee  was  the  basis  of  the 
cakulationi  strictly  the  common  (Uvisor  should  be  47,715— 
M  47,715  {  1  ::  11,938,935  :  350.  If  this  common  di- 
visor was  precisely  an  aliquot  part  of  the  population  of 
each  State  respectively,  as  if  Maine  consisted  of  381,730, 
New  Hamp^re  of  8116,390,  MassaehusetU  of  620,395, 
being  eight  times,  six  times,  and  tliirteen  times  the  amount 
of  the  divisor,  req)ectivcly,  and  so  of  the  rest,  there  would 
be  no  difRculty  in  the  case,  the  procesa  of.the  calculation 
would  end  in  giving  a  House  of  350.  It  so  happens,  how- 
Metv  tb>^  ia  th*  enkuktion,  the  fnctions  in  the  aggre- 


population  by  the  r«tio  aasumeil  can  have  no  more  than 
340  representatives;  yet  several  of  the  States  have  their 
full  proportion  of  a  House  of  250.  All  they  can  have,  how- 
ever, over  and  above  their  proper  proportion  of  340,  must 
be  in  consequence  of  the  fnctions;  and  it  will  be  found  that 
eleven  repreaentatives  under  the  bill  rest  upon  fractions. 
To  test  thi%  take  the  aggregate  fnetion  from  the  whole 
population,  and  there  will  be  left  11,451,60(^  which,  di- 
vided by  47,715,  will  pre  340  as  a  new  bans  of  calcula- 
tion; then,  as  the  whole  popuUtio.i,  11,938,935  :  340  : : 
1,918,553.  the  population  of  New  York,  toSBanda  frac- 
tioii — New  York,  therefore,  can  have  no  more  than  38 
representatives  in  a  House  of  340;  but  by  the  bill  she  has 
forty  representatives — thirty-eiglit  as  her  dure  of  the  re- 
presented population  of  1 1,451,600,  Mid  two  as  her  share 
of  the  aggregnte  ftiuition,  or  unrepresented  populnlioD  oT 
477,335.  Nine  other  States  have  each  one  represeatativ* 
resting  upon  this  a^fregate  fraetioB. 

Take  340  as  the  bam  of  calculation;  then,  as  the  whole 
population,  1 1, 928,935,  is  to  tlie  whole  representation,  240, 
no  is  the  wholie  population  of  any  State  to  ita  share  of 
representatives — divide  the  two  first  terms  by  340,  and 
we  have  two  equivalent  terms,  49,707  and  1.  It  will 
then  be  as  49,707  u  to  1,  so  is  the  population  of  any  State 
to  iu  share  of  representativea.  This  rule  applied  to  the 
States  haviiuf  more  than  their  share  of  a  House  of  Hepre- 
sentatives  of  240  will  give  the  following  resultat 

New  York   M  4V,7«7  :  1  !  !  I,»t>,Ji3  :M  wiltis  frtWisarf 
Hbudeltland      .  ■  97,194!   1  «  «.*» 


Comic  ciicut 
pMiiifTloiiia 
Virffinik 

Niirth  Carolina  - 
Ei-iiiurkj' 


197,MSi  !  5 
I,3ia,0TS  :  2T 
l.OI3,S03:  30 
fi3U,T47:  U 
431,311:  8 
e31,B3I :  IS 
017,363  :  13 
343,030:  0 


40.145 
6.0M 
SOwUI 
«3.3M 
31.179 

ss.su 

3i.SU 


Making  the  representatives  oF  these  States  amount  to  no 
more  than  141,  while  by  the  bill  they  have  153 — that  is, 
141  as  their  jihare  of  the  representatives  of  the  represent- 
ed population  of  11,451,600,  and  eleven  in  consequence 
of  the  fractions  amounting  in  the  a^fregate  to  477,335. 
This  calculation  would  give  them  their  praper  shere  of  a 
House  of 340,  while  the  bill  givca  them  their  proper  diare 
of  a  House  of  250,  wliicb  in  ftct  ia  to  consist  of  but  340. 

If  these  eleven  representatives  be  taken  from  the  House 
of  340.  it  will  reduce  it  to  239.  If  this  number  be  taken 
as  anew  baus  of  calculation,  it  will,  by  the  process  of  re> 
jecting  all  the  fractions,  reduce  tlie  House  to  318  or  219. 
And  if  this  system  be  followed  up,  it  wiU  end  in  giving 
to  each  State  one  representative,  as  secured  by  the  consti- 
tution. 

It  is  therefiire  imponble,  by  any  process  ftf  calculation 
io  which  the  fractltma  are  rejected,  to  form  a  House  oi 
Representatives  on  just  principles,  or  to  form  a  House, 
some  of  the  representatives  of  which  shall  not  rest  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  upon  fractions,  unless,  indeed,  the  common 
divisor  should  be  an  aliquot  part  of  tlie  population  of  every 
State.  The  House  must  connst  of  the  number  assumed 
as  the  bans  of  calciilatimii  that  can  only  be  in  thi«  case  by 
retainit^f  the  ten  representatiTes  of  the  aggregate  fnetioa 
as  absolutely  necessary  to  make  up  the  House  of  SSO^ 
without  which  eleven  repreaentatiwB  under  the  bill  are 
left,  without  the  slighter  pretenwons  in  justice  to  their 
places.  But  how  are  these  ten  representatives  of  the  ag^ 
gregate  fraction  to  be  distributed^  Georgia,  nodoub^ 
would  recommend  that  we  should  raffle  for  them,  as  that 
is  the  mode  in  which  shedisposesof  her  surplus  UimIs;  Ken- 
tucky would  probably  recommend  that  they  should  be 
disposodof  byloUeiy,  aathisb  he>  mode  ef  elactiag  ho 
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Governor  from  a  number  of  candidates  having  the  high-  ( 
eit,  and  an  et^ual  number  of  votes;  in  which  case,  the  i 

auvstion  it  decided  by  lot,  as  the  Legislature  ma  direct —  i 
le  lei^elatora  no  doubt  being  the  managen  of  the  lotte- 
ry.   Neither  mfRe  nor  lottery,  however,  would, be  a  Just  \ 
rule  in  di«ributin|f  these  representatiTeaf  as  the  fractions  < 
of  the  SUtes  are  unequal.    To  pve  them  to  the  States 
having  the  larg^est  pyrtions  of  this  agp-egate  IVaction 
would  be  the  nearest  possible  approach  to  justice,  and  to  ' 
the  principles  of  the  constitution^  and  the  rule  would  ap- 

Sly  with  equal  justice  to  the  huge  aa  well  as  the  small  i 
tates. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dalxas]  says 
tiiat  the  constitution  does  not  wu-rant  us  in  taking:  into 
tte  calculation  the  ag^cgate  population  of  the  United 
States;  that  the  consttution  saya  nothing  about  this  ag' 
gregate  population;  that  1t  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  as- 
certain the  proper  number  of  representatives  of  which 
their  House  shall  consist,  to  fix  the  ratio,  and  by  a  com- 
mon divisor  to  apportion  the  representatires  among  the 
aevenit  States  according  to  their  federal  numbers.  He 
eonuders  a  recurrence  to  the  a^^egate  population  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  calculation,  as  a  palpable  attempt  at 
consolidation — a  dangerous  infringement  of  the  constitu- 
tion. He,  in  effect,  denies  the  principle  that,  as  the 
whole  |>opulation  of  the  United  States  is  to  the  whole 
number  of  representatives,  scrmust  be  the  whtde  popula- 
tion of  any  State  to  its  share  of  such  representatives.  He 
is  the  first  Senator  who  has,  disputed  or  doubted  this 
principle;  hitherto  it  baa  been  considered  as  incontestably 
just. 

The  number  of  which  tfae  House  shall  consist  may  be 
Axed  by  any  arbitrary  rule,  but  in  that  case  thfi  common 
divisor  cannot  be  arbitrary.  If  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  said  that  their  body  should  consist  of  240  mem- 
bers, and  that  70,000  should  be  the  common  divisor  by 
wbich  they  should  be  apportioned  among  the  Slates,  the 
absurdity  of  the  thing  woukl  have  beenbut  apparent 
from  the  first  attempt  at  •pportionment'~~Tlkey  sent  us 
47,700  as  a  common  diviaor,  and  the  first  step  in  the  pro- 
ccsa  of  calculation  shows  this  to  be  a  proper  divisor  for  a 
House  of  350,  and  not  for  one  of  340.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  is~in  favor  of  applying  the  common  divisor 
of  47,7tX),  as  sent  to  us  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
But  how  was  thisobtained^  By  dividing  the  whole  popu- 
lation by  250)  then  your  common  divisor  is  the  two  hun- 
dred and  fiftieth  part  of  the  whole  population. 

As  Uie  whole  population  is  to  the  wnole  representation, 
so  is  the  population  of  any  State  to  its  share  of  the  rcpre- 
■entation.  This  is  strictly  the  piinciple  upon  which  the 
abare  of  any  State  is  ascertuned.  In  thiar  case  we  multi- 
ply the  second  and  third  terms  together,  and  divide  by 
the  first;  but  aa  tbe  first  and  second  terms  are  to  be  re- 
peated ftw  tvery  operation,  we  find  it  convenient  to  adopt 
equivalent  terms,  that  may  be  more  easily  managed,  and 
thjs  is  done  by  divitfing  them  by  the  same  number;  if  we 
divide  lUem  bwtli  by  250,  we  obtain  two  equivalent  terms, 
47,715  and  1,  the  first  representing  the  whole  popula- 
tion, and  the  second  the  whole  representation — the  one  a 
common  divisor,  the  other  a  common  multiplier.  It  will 
tlien  be  as  47,715  ii  to  1,  so  is  the  whole  population  of 
any  State  to  its  share  of  the  representation;  as  multiply- 
ing by  one  makes  no  alteration,  it  is  dispensed  with,  and, 
by  dividing  the  third  term  by  the  first,  we  obtain  the 
fourth  propwtional — such  is  tlie  process  of  calculation  for 
every  btate^  and  the  common  diviaor  represents  the  whole 
popuUtion,  and  unity  the  whole  representation,  in  every 
case.  In  tJieKe  calculations  we  cannot  lose  sight  for  a 
moment  of  the  aggregate  population  of  the  United  States; 
and,  although  the  constitution  says  notliing  of  tliis  aggre- 
«ie  population,  it  ia  imposwble  to  proceed  a  ungle  step 
in  the  apportioninent,  without  regarding  it  aa  the  first  ele- 
l&ent  !■  the  -escalation.   Ia  resisting  tbii  new  doctrine 


of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  I  have  been  induced 
to  repeat  a  part  of  what  I  have  befiure  sud  upon  Ae  prin*. 
ciple  of  tbe  a|)portionment. 

When  tUis  subject  was 'bat  under  eoniideration,  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  [Sir.  Taiiwiix,]  devismg  and  iO' 
tending  to  support  the  unjust  provisions  of  the  bill  by 
metaphysical  subtleties  and  the  abstruse  principles  of 
mathematics,  warned  the  Senate  to  beware  of  any  attempts 
on  the  part  of  those  opposed  to  the  bill  to  carry  their 
ptunts  by  similar  subtleties  and  abstrusities;  and  he  <Ud 
distinctly  insnuate  his  suspicions  that  1  should  resort  to 
the  diffbrential  calculus  for  that  purpose. 

Now,  I  am  entirely  innocent  of  any  such  designs,  and, 
if  I  had  them,  I  want  the  science  to  make  any  application 
of  this  calculus  to  the  subject  of  this  apportioiimenL  lir 
fiu:t,  I  know  very  tittle  of  the  differential  calculus,  and 
less  of  the  integral- 

Fortunately  for  us,  a  knowledge  of  this  calculus  ia  by 
no  means  neceasarj*  to  our  purpose;  common  arithmetic, 
addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  and  division,  are  nf- 
fictent  to  enable  us  to  prove,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the 
bill  deprive*  a  part  of  the  States  of  ten  representatives, 
which  fairly  belong  to  themi  or  that  it  gives  to  other 
States  eleven  representatives  to  which  tliey  have  no  just 
claim.  But,  sir,  it  is  the  Senator  from  Virginia  who  is 
endeavoring  to  avail  himself  of  the  principles  of  this  cal- 
culus, to  sustain  the  unjust  principles  of  this  bill,  by 
making  use  of  ten  fractional  representatives,  which  he 
seems  to  connder  as  infinitesimal,  evanescent  quantities, 
until  tbe  fliTOred  States  obtain  their  fiiU  proportion  of  a 
House  of  250;  and  then  causing  them  to  vanish  from  the 
equation,  as  being  no  longer  nccessaiy  to  his  purpose. 
The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  considen  these  fractions 
aa  ideal;  of  course,  their  repreaentativea  must  be  ideal, 
and  can  the  more  easily  be  made  to  vanish;  but  ideal,  or 
evanescent  as  they  may  be,  tliey  must  stand  up  to  be 
coun^  as  a  part  of  a  Houae  of  350  before  they  vanish, 
and  leave  a  House  of  but  240. 

The  learned  Ushop  Berkley  bad  but  a  mean  opinion  of 
infinitely  small  and  evanescent  quantities,  by  means  of 
which  Newton  and  Leibnitz  extended  tbe  bounds  of  sci- 
ence, and  opened  a  new  world  to  the  mathematician  and 
pbiloaoplier:  and  in  deriaion  he  called  them  the  ghosts  of 
departed  ratios.  Had  he  called  them  the  ratios  of  depart- 
ed magnitudes,  he  would  have  come  much  nearer  to  the 
truth. 

The  beau^  of  the  analysis  of  infinite^  small  quantities 
is,  that,  as  ratios,  they  may  be  al^MJwertul;  as  mi^ltudes 

under  certain  circumstances,  of  no  account;  so  that,  after 
giving  the  luo^t  important  results  as  ratios,  if  in  the  pro* 
cess  of  calculation  they  are  found  iitconvenient  or  unac> 
commodating  as  magnitudes,  they  are  made  to  vanish 
Trom  the  equation,  and  that  without  impairing  the  truth 
of  the  solutions  obtuned.  So  the  Senator  from  Virgini% 
not  willing  to  give  ^ese  ten  fractional  representativea 
to  the  injured  States,  rejects  them.  These  quasi-repre- 
aentatives,  these  infinitesimal,  evanescent  representative^ 
these  idea)  representatives,  these  ghosts  of  representatives, 
after  being  counted  in  order  to  give  the  fiivored  States  iheir 
full  proportion  of  a  House  of  360,  are  dismissed  tiie  service. 
'  But  here  tbe  parallel  ends;  the  principles  of  thedifferential 
calculus  do  not  serve  tbe  purposes  of  the  Senator;  fof^  by 
caunng  these  ten  representatives  to  ^si4)pear,  he  destroys 
Iris  whole  equation;  when  these  ten  ghosts  of  representa- 
tives vaiusb,  they  carry  off  with  them  eleven  others,  which 
were  created  by  tlit^  vd,  and  which  cannot  exist  with- 
out their  support 

If  the  Senator  from  Vii^nia  will  consider  the  whole 
population  and  tiie  wliole  representation  as  constant 
quantities,  which  they  are,  and  the  population  of  tbe 
mutes  respectively  as  the  increasing  or  decreasing,  the 
variable  or  flowing  quantities,  and  give  to  thuae  having 
tlie  larger  fiacticnu  those  ten  reprei^utative^  as  the  pro- 
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per  corrections  to  thete  flowing  qiUntitiei,  or  fluenta,  be 
will  occupy  tbe  whole  space,  fill  up  the  area,  and  obtiUn  a 
complete  House  of  250,  if  not  upon  the  principles  of  the 
intc^^raJ  calculus,  at  least  apon  the  principles  of  arith- 
metic, upon  the  principles  or  juiticet  and  upon  tbe  prin- 
ciplet  of  the  constitution. 

As  to  constituting  a  HouM  of  351, 1  have  but  an  obser- 
vation or  two  to  make!,  the  baut  of  calculation  adopted  in 
passing  the  bill  was  350;  by  applying*  a  common  divisor, 
and  rejecting  the  fractions,  it  was  reduced  to  240;  by 
f,iving  tbe  ten  rejected  rcpresentatires  to  the  States  hav- 
ing  the  lar^r  fractions,  the  original  bans  of  the  calculation 
is  restored:  but  it  turns  out  that  eleven  of  the  States  have 
fractions  greater  than  a  mtnety  of  the  common  ^vtsor. 
The  probability  wms,  that  there  should  have  beenu  manpr 
fraction*  above  as  under  the  common*  divisor;  this  u 
the  ease  in  the  calculation  for  a  House  of  256;  as  many 
are  gained  as  lost  by  fractions,  which  gives  this  number  a 
decided  advantage,  and  which  I  slioutd  prefer,  but  that  is 
too  large.  As  the  number  251  is  adding  but  a  single  mem- 
ber to  the  House  of  250,  proposed  as  tiie  original  basis  of 
the  calculation,  it  can  create  no  inconvenience,  and  I  trust 
will  meet  with  no  serious  oppoution.* 

Mr.  HILL  said,  although  the  passage  of  die  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  commiKee  would  be  advantageous 
to  the  State  which  I  have  tite  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
and  will  give  her  an  additional  member  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  my  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  forbids  my  vote  for  this  bill.  It  is  for 
me  a  sufficient  objection  that  the  propo«tion  involves  an 
arbitrary  principle — that  it  applies  a  oifTerent  rule  to  one 
State  from  that  apptied  to  anotlter  State — that,  in  the 
language  of  Washington's  veto  of  1793,  it  fiimnhes  "  no 
proportion  or  divisor,  which,  applied  to  tbe  respective 
numbers  of  the  States^  irill  yield  the  number  ana  allot- 
ment of  representatives  proposed  by  the  bill.** 

In  three  lines,  Washington  lias  presented  a  more  con- 
clusive argument  against  the  amendment,  than  has  been 
furnished  in  the  whole  course  of  a  long  and  protracted 
debate  on  the  other  ndei  and  his  foundation  has  not  been 
shaken  even  by  the  eluiorate,  and  ingeniouis  and  plausi- 
ble report  of  the  committee. 

I  hare  oflen  remarked  that  profesnonal  advocates,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  from  the  best  raotives  in  the  world,  ac- 
quire the  habit  of  laboring  most  intensely  on  tbe  weakest 
poihts;,  that  they  leave  .those,  whose  opinions  are  to  be 
affected  by  their  arguments,  to  be  a  long  time  in  arriving 
at  a  plain  conclusion,  which  go<Ml  common  sense  would 
lay  hold  of  at  tlie  first  blu^.  This  habit  of  laboring  the 
weaker  points  probably  results  from  the  fiM^  that  tlie  ad- 
vocate engaged  in  a  suit  where  his  client  has  not  a  single 
ftrong  point,  is  ofien  forced  by  the  strong  law  of  neces- 
sity to  substitute  fallacy  for  fact  An  excellent  argument 
may  be  made,  if  the  premises  are  only  granted;  and  some 
there  are  who  will  not  only  assume  true  for  false  premises, 
but  will  likewise  assume  tliat  these  premises  are  admit- 
ted. 

Pemut  me  to  say,  sir,  that  a  single  hour's  discussion  in 
(me  of  our  common  juries  of  intelligent  fiunen  woidd 
have  brought  any  twelve  sendble  men  to  Uiute  on  the 
question  whether  fractions  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  re- 
presented in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  AJid  they 
would  have  arrived  at  this  result  by  the  simjdest  process 
that  can  be  imagined.  They  wouldbave  first  asked  tbeon- 
■elvcs  the  question,  whetiier  all  the  sovereign  States  of 
the  Union  did  not  unite  in  a  compact  of  Government  for 
certiun  specified  objects,  on  equal  terms.    This  question 

•  irno  Diorc  than  im  rrpmeniatim  be  girea  to  the  SutM  havinf 
\hv  Itig-rr  fraaikiii*,  AUbama  ei<uld  tuit  rrcriTc  uiie;  (iriit^  her  (me 
mu*(  b«  cunMilcrea  mt  a  eniicemMii,  which  euulii  nui  have  bveu  mattr 
bad  it  brtrii  opiNnMi,  Adding  mw  n-)imeiiiaiiTi;  lu  a  Hnatc  of  ttou 
i-lunfitir  ilHtbuMotcslentauan,  nuking  a  new  comntun  diviaor  mieet. 
Miy,  wliieti  would  fi<r«  mulia  difiln-at  ftvn  ihuw  ubtaliMd  Ibr  a 


answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  next  would  be,  whether, 
in  apportioning  representatives  among  the  States  *' ac- 
cording to  their  reap  Ative  numbers,"  equality  amoiw  the 
Stales  did  not  require  that  one  conmon  divisor  should  be 
applied  to  ead)  and  every  Ststet  and  that,  whether  the 
representative  population  was  more  or  less^  each  Slate 
would  be  alike  nable  to  lose  or  gain  by  the  buge  or  small 
fraction  falling  within  that  State.  Could  they^^y  any  fiur 
conatructiun,do  otherwise  than  answer  these  questions  affir* 
matively?  Any  other  construction — any  project  which 
shall  apply  more  than  a  single  divisor  to  6s  the  apportion- 
ment of  representatives,  is  arbitrary;  and  if  it  shall  not,  in 
this  instance,  operate  to  do  injustice,  as  a  general  rule,  it 
must  be  bad.  If  tiie  Senate  shall  adopt  an  aibterary  prin- 
ciple, under  the  pretext  of  making  representation  moiw 
equal,  and  of  this  equality  there  is  strong  reasra  to  doubt^ 
fi>r  if  you  will  calculate  how  much  the  repreaentation  will 
be  increased  if  you  ^ve  to  all  tbe  other  States  the  same 
ratio  tliat  the  bill  of  the  committee  gives  to  the  State  of 
Delaware,  you  will  perceive  a  great  inequality  in  this 
bill—if,  I  say,  Uie  Senate  ahall  adopt  an  arbitrary  prinn- 
ple,  under  the  pretext  that  represenution  will  be  made 
more  equal  as  to  the  relative  population  of  the  States^  at 
what  pmnt  shall  we  atop?  If  we  give  Dehiware  two 
representatives  tor  her  75,417  representative  popula&Hi» 
while  we  give  another  State  only  one  representative  for 
every  50,000,  may  we  not  hereafter  take  diffierent  num- 
bers for  a  divisor,  so  as  to  raise  or  depress  the  representa- 
tion of  any  State  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  a  minority  of 
Congressf 

The  most  ingenious  and  refined  subtlety  may  be  covep- 
ed  by  a  veil  so  light  as  scarcely  to  be  peroeptible;  so  does 
the  report  of  your  committee  cover  tbe  arbitrsiy  princi- 
ple which  lurks  in  tlie  bill.  Tbe  merest  fiJIa^  may  as- 
sume the  appearance  of  an  established  fact;  but  it  cannot 
be  done  in  few  words;  it  must  be  spread  over  a  broad  sur- 
iiice — hidden  in  the  close  columns  of  a  new^per,  and. 
making  a  solid  page  of  brevier,  it  cannot  be  eanty  detect- 
ed by  tJie  general  reader.  But  the  aimple  truth  of  a  plain 
proposition  needs  little  labor  or  elucidation.  Tbe  atgn- 
mcnt  in  this  case  is  embraced  in  a  nutahdL 

The  constitution  aay^  "  Representatives  sball  be  append 
tioned  among  the  several  States  according  to  their  re- 
spective numbers."  By  the  rule  a^^ited  in  your  report 
to  the  Sute  of  Delaware  you  give  two  representatives 
for  a  represenUtive  papulation  of  75,417.  Apply  die 
same  rule  to  the  State  oi  New  York,  and,  for  her  repre- 
sentative population  of  1,918,553,  she  must  have  iSiy 
representatives,  with  a  fraction  of  6,750  without  a  t«- 
prcsentative.  Apply  it  to  Pennsylvania,  or  any  other 
sute,  and  the  resuh  has  the  same  Inequality.  It  does 
not,  in  fact,  apportion  the  representatives  amm^  tbe 
several  States  "according  to  their  respective  number^" 
nor  can  it  so  apportion  them,  when  the  same  flivisor  is 
not  applied  to  all  of  the  Sutes.  Apply  the  same  rule  to 
the  population  of  tlie  whole  Union  as  this  bill  apples  to 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  we  ahall  have  a  House  of 
Representatives  consisting  316  meinben^  with  a  &ac* 
tion  remaining  of  31,358. 

If  the  divisor  adopted  in  tbe  bill  which  has  |iiisstri  die 
House  of  Representatives  be  not  tlie  best  that  could  have 
been  chosen;  if  it  operates  injuriously,  by  leaving  laige 
fractions  to  some  of  the  small  States;  why  have  not  all 
the  Senators,  representing  small  States,  favored  some 
proposition,  on  the  loiy-establisbed  and  true  principles 
of  apportionment,  whidi  will  mske  the  bill  more  just 
and  equal?  My  propOMiion  to  take  44,000  as  a  divisor, 
would  have  given  to  all  of  the  old  States  their  present 
number  of  representatives;  it  would  have  added  one  to 
Vermont,  and  would  not  have  increased  the  Uonse  of 
Representatives  beyond  what  the -prcseRt,  bill  pr^Mises. 
Yet  that  proposition  was  voted  cknrn.  and  voted  dlo«n»  toob 
1  beliere,  by  Sanaton  ftan  some  of  tbe  aoiall  States.  I 
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fliull  hare  discharged  my  duty  to  my  State  when  I  vote 
for  any  propoaition  which  shall  ^ve  her  the  present  re- 
preaentation  on  the  only  fair  principle*  or  which,  if  her 
repreaentatton  be  reduced,  shall  give  her  a  small  fraction. 
But  I  can  never  eonaent  that  the  number  ot  her  repre- 
aentativtM  shall  be  inovased  by  so  palpable  a  violation  of 
tbe  cooatitution  as  the  application  of  one  role  to  her  and 
another  rule  to  the  other  States. 

The  question  being'  then  taken,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hayne,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Frentisa,  Robbina,  Seymour, 
Silabee,  SmUh,  Sprague,  Waggaman,  Webster. — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  Dalhis,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Frelin^uysen,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Robiiuon,  Tazewell,  Tipton, 
TomlinsoD,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 22. 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  VICE  PRESIDENT 
stated  (hat,  afWr  having  paid  the  utmost  attention  to  the 
debate,  he  bad  come  to  the  condunon  that  the  bill,  as  it 
cwne  from  the  House,  was  unctmstitotional,  and  he  should 
therefore  feel  constrained,  under  a  sense  of  the  deep  re- 
sponaibili^  of  his  «tuation,  to  give  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  amendment.  The  amendment  was  therefore  decided ' 
in  the  affirmative  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Cliair. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked  that  the  vote  was  deci&ive 
cf  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  amendment. 
A  Senator  from  DeUware,  who  was  absent,  [Mr.  Nxv- 
DAis^,]  was  in  iavor  of  the  amendment,  and  lie  was  au- 
thorized to  say  that  a  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr- 
PoiasBSTSR,]  not  in  his  seat  when  the  question  was 
taken,  would  have  voted  for  Uie  amendment. 

Mr  HAYNE  said  he  was  in  fiivor  of  6xing  the  number 
at  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  pos«bIe,  at  240,  be- 
cause it  was  tbe  number  which  the  House  had  adopted.  But 
-as  241  would  give  more  equality,  and  save  the  State  of 
Kentudry  bom  a  large  fraction,  he  would  move  to  611  the 
blank  vith  thatnomber.  The  effect  of  thewplicatton  of 
thb  number  to  the  amendment  would  be  to  tucc  one  mem- 
ber from  New  York  and  pve  it  to  Vermont,  and  to  trans- 
fer one  member  from  Pennsylvania  to  Delaware. 

Mr.  BELLmovedtofiUUie  blank  with  the  number  246. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  was  indifferent  as  to  the  number  which 
ahould  be  adopted  here.  If  the  House  see  fit  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  the  amendment,  he  was  perfectly  willing 
to  take  any  number  which  they  mi|^t  prefer.  He  him- 
self preferred  351,  but  he  would  go  down  to  341,  or  as 
hi^  as  354,  if  the  gentlemen  from  Virpnia  wish  it.  I 
know  354  would  nve  another  representative  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  he  woulo  vote  for  that  number  if  the  Sena- 
tors from  Virginia  proposed  it.    He  should  move  251. 

Mr.  H^YNE  said  he  should  feel  embarrassed  in  his 
vote,  if  the  question  was  first  taken  on  tbe  highest  num- 
ber proposed.  He  proposed  the  number  nearest  to  that 
which  toe  House  had  proposed,  and  hoped  the  question 
would  be  first  uken  on  the  lowest  number. 

Mr.  MOORE  objected  to  this  suf^festion,  and  spoke  in 
iavor  of  the  highest  number.  He  would  prefer  the  bill 
from  the  House  to  the  amendment,  if  241  was  adopted,  for 
that  number  would  throw  a  large  fraction  upon  Alabaooa. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  was  willing,  he  said,  that  the  number 
should  be  fixed  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  356,  which 
would,  he  said,  save  all  the  old  States  from  any  positive 
losses,  and  would  not  be  too  large  aHouse. 

After  some  fiirtber  conversation,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  highest  number,  256,  and  dedded  in  the  negative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dicker- 
son,  Frelinghuysen,  HUl,  Holmes,  Jt^naton,  Moore,  VtAa- 
dexter*  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Sil^e,  Sprague, 
Waggnmu),  Webster,  WiUuna.— 19. 
Vei.  VIII.— 55 


NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Chamber^  Dudley,  Ellii^ 
Foot,  Grundy,  HaynC,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Kin^  Knight, 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tazewell^ 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  T>ler. — 21. 

The  question  was  taken  on  fillii^  the  blank  with  351, 
and  agreed  to—yeas  27,  nays  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBiiTER,  ^e  blanks  were  then 
filled  BO  as  to  give  each  State  the  number  of  representa- 
tives to  which  it  win  be  entitled  in  a  House  of  351  mem- 
bers, as  follows: 

ftbine,  8;  New  Hampshire,  6;  Vermont,  6{  Massachu- 
setts, 13;  Rhode  Island,  3;  Connecticut,  6t  New  York, 
40i  New  Jersey,  7t  Pennsylvania,  38i  Delaware,  S;  Mary- 
land, 9;  Virginia,  31i  North  Carolina,  13;  South  Carolina, 
10;  Geor^  9*  Kentucky,  13(  Tennessee,  13;  Ofai<^  20t 
Louinana,  4;  Indiana,  7;  Alabama,  6;  Mbaouri,  3(  Mis- 
sissippi,'3|  Illinois,  3. 
The  amendments  were  then  reported,  and  concurred  in. 
The  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  amendments 
to  be  engrossed,  and  tbe  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  it 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bel^  Benton,  Buckner,  Cbambens 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hayne,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindezter,  Prentifl%  Rob- 
bins,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Wagnunan, 
Webster.— 23. 

.  NAYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Cla^,  Dudley,  ElUs,  Freling- 
huysen, Grundy,  Hendricl^  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum, 
Marcy,  Robinson,  Tasevell,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup, 
Tyler,  White,  Wilkin8.-*30. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  introduced,  cm  leave,  a  jinnt  reso- 
lution fbr  the  empl<qrment  of  H-  (beenough  to  execute 
a  statue  of  Washington,  in  marble^  to  be  placed  in  tiie 
rotundo. 


TacnsoAT,  Arnit.  36. 

APPORTIONM^IT  BOX. 

The  apportionment  bill  was  read  atfdrdtime;  and  tfie 
question  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  stated  that  he  had  been  induced 
to  vote  for  this  bill,  because  he  considered  it  to  be  pre- 
ferable to  that  which  came  from  the  House.  He  looked 
on  tbe  Senate  bill  as  presening  the  federative  principle, 
and  as  more  nearly  approaching  to  equity  than  the  bUl 
from  the  House.  Still,  although  he  had  itau  voted,  he 
entertained  some  doabts  as  to  the  pr<^riety  of  tbe  amend- 
ment of  tbe  committee,  and  he  begged  to  be  distinctly 
understood  as  not  pledginr  himself  to  any  particular 
course,  in  case  the  House  uiould  refuse  to  sanction  the 
principle,  and  should  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate.  He 
reserved  to  himself  the  privilege  of  voting,  after  deeper 
reflection,  as  tbe  convictions  of  hi^  mind  should  direct 
him,  witb<Hit  being  in  any  way  trammelled  by  the  vote 
which  he  had  given,  and  was  now  about  to  give. 

The  ijuestion  On  the  passage  of  the  bill  wu  then  put, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chamben^  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hayne,  Holmes,  JiAnston, 
Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Foindexter,  Prentiss,  Roblnni^ 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Webster.— 20. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  King,  Mangum,  Msrcy,  Rc^inson,  Runles^ 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Ttoup,  Tyler,  White. 
WUkins.— 18. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  conmderation  of  e:^ 
cutive  business,  ana,  when  the  doors  were  reopened. 
Adjourned. 

PaiDAT,  A»iL  27. 
A  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Fbuiiisbutssk, 
instructing  tbe  Committee  on  the  Libraryto  purchase,  for 
tlie  Senate  rhunbcr,  lienbniidt  Pcale's  wi^nBl  paintii^ 
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of  the  portrut  of  GenenlWuluivtont  wutaken  upt  and 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  KINO  exprcBBed  a  wish  that  the  resolution  should 
be  modified  bo  as  to  make  it  an  instruction  to  the  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  etpeiUency  of  making  the  pu> 
chase,  ami  to  report  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUTSEN  stated  that  the  histniction  to 
purchase  was  not  absolute,  but  left  it  to  the  committee  to 
jud«e  of  the  state  of  tiie  painting,  and  tlte  reasonablenesB 
of  the  price.  He  stated  that  the  subject  was,  some  years 
ago,  before  Congress;  that  the  House  had  passed  a  reso- 
lution, which  was  not  acted  on  in  the  Senate,  for  want  of 
time.  He  thought  it  deurable  now  for  the  Senate  to  pur- 
chaieH. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Where  will  jaa  put  H? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  replied  that  there  would  be 
no  great  diffictilty  in  finding  a  place  for  a  picture  four  feet 
by  two.  He  then  read  the  flattering  testimonials  borne 
to  tlie  spirit  and  accuracy  of  the  likeiiesa,  by  Judges  Mar- 
shall, Washington,  Tilghman,  Peters,  and  others,  who 
were  intimately  acquainted  with  General  Washington.  He 
hoped  that  there  would  be  no  serious  i^poMtion,  and  mo* 
dined  bia  resolution  ao  as  to  make  it  merely  an  htquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  purchaiing. 

Mr.  SMITH  concurred  in  every  thing  which  had  been 
aud  as  to  the  excellence  of  the  Ukeness.  He  hi^  voted 
for  the  resolution  formerly.  But  he  knew  of  no  place  in 
the  Senate  chamber  where  the  picture  could  be  placed. 

Mr.  FRELINGHinrSEN.  If  die  honorable  Senator 
will  give  me  hia  vote,  I  will  find  a  place  for  the  picture. 

Mr.  HATNE  added  his  tribute  to  the  worth  of  the 
portrdt. 

The  rewdution,  as  nw^ed,  was  then  agreed  to. 
STATUE  OF  WASHINGTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTEH,  the  jmnt  resolution 
Introduced  by  him,  authorizing  the  Preudent  to  «nploy 
a  suitable  person  to  execute  a  full  length  pedeatrian 
statue  of  General  Waahington*  in  marbM,  was  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  SMITH  considered  that  the  cost  of  the  statue 
would  far  exceed  the  appropriation  of  5,000  doUara.  The 
State  of  North  Carolina  had  imported  a  statue  of  General 
Wa^ington,  which  cost  10,000  doUarsi  and  an  agreement 
bad  been  made  with  Mr.  Pmiici^  for  two  colossal  statue^ 
which  were  to  cost  16,000  dollars. 

After  a  few  words  from  Heflrs.  POINDEXTER, 
WEBSTEH,  and  KING,  the  resohition  wai^  on  motion  of 
Mr.  roiNDEXTBB,  referred  to  the  Conwiittee  m  the 
libnry. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PSKSION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOT,  the  Senate  then  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

A  motion  had  been  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  extend* 
ing  its  provisions  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had 
served  in  the  West  under  Wayne,  Clarke,  Harmar,  Ham- 
tramck,  and  8t.  Clair;  and  the  question  pending  was  on 
a  motion  by  Mr.  WaiTg  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
enlarging  its  provisions  so  as  to  embrace  any  tribe  of  In- 
diaoB  who  were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  before 
the  year  1792. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  no«  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of 
all  the  pensions  given  by  thia  bill,  in  lands,  &c. 

Messrs.  FOOT,  GRUNDY,  BELL,  MANGUM,  HILL, 
and  WHITE,  addressed  the  committee,  recapitulating  ar 
gumenta  which  had  been  before  given  in  favor  of,  and 
■gainst  the  bill 

Mr.  HOLMES  spoke  to  the  immediate  propositioji  to 
give  lands  instead  of  monev  to  the  pensioners.    He  re 


that  advanced  period  of  life,  would  Congress  consent  to 
send  the  old  soldier,  hobbling  with  his  cane,  froiq  Miine 
to  Hiwouri,  to  cultivate  his  little  tract  of  unimproved  te^ 
ritoty  ?  He  must  either  do  this,  or  fidl  into  the  grup  of 
the  speculator,  who  would  wrii^  his  little  recoinpeniB 
from  mm,  and  give  him  aeareely  a  quarter  of  its  nine. 
He  thought  that  at  least  a  little  change  diould  be  pvea 
tliem  to  pay  their  toll  at  the  gate  through  whidi  th^  wndd 
soon  have  to  pass,  or  to  bribe 

«•  Tlw  rrira  fferryman  iluii  pueu  tell  uf." 
He  further  drew  a  distinction  between  the  dangers  oT  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  those  of  Indian  warfaiy.  In  the 
former,  the  soklicn  fought  with  a  halter  round  their 
necksi  if  successful,  they  are  engaged  in  revolutioni  if 
unsuccessful,  it  was  rebellion.  In  one  case,  ignomininti 
death  awaited  defeatt  while  in  the  wars  widi  the  Iik&ih 
there  might  be  death,  but  it  was  death  without  dishonur- 
\\T.  EWIN6  opposed  the  proposition  of  the  Senitor 
from  Illinois,  chiefly  for  the  reason  that  it  would  not  ex- 
tend to  the  objects  (rf' their  munificence  the  benefits  which 
Congress  designed  by  the  bill  to  bestow  upon  them;  thit 
a  Urge  part  of  the  gif^  if  made  in  land  instead  ^  money, 
must  frU  the  way,  and  never  teach  its  proper  deifi. 
nation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  surviving  officers  and  soldieiaof 
the  revolution,  who  are  intended  to  be  embraced  by  thii 
bill,  are,  all  of  them,  very  far  in  the  decline  oflife.  Tboie 
who  are  poor,  and  need  this  bounty,  cannot,  if  it  be  given 
to  them  in  land,  remove  to  and  improve  it.  Tbtwe  whs 
are  not  bowed  down  with  poverty,  but  have  some  of  the 
comforta  of  life  about  them  wltere  they  are,  will  not  re- 
move. They  will  not,  and  they  ought  not,  in  tkeirei- 
treroc  old  ige,  to  abandon  the  homes  whieh  have  becosK 
endeared  to  them,  and  their  descendants  who  sre  snund 
them,  and  seek  a  burial  place  in  a  distant  land.  Conn- 
quently,  ifland  instead  or  money  he  given,  it  will  not  be 
occupied  or  retained  by  the  soldier,  but  set  to  ale  »t 
whatever  price  it  may  command.  It  cannot  bring  ih* 
minimum  price  of  the  pubUc  lands  which  are  cooMii^  is 
the  market— to  get  purchasers,  they  must  sell  fivlcMOUB 
that  pricei  thtia,  the  noounal  value  of  tiie  gift  would  pi« 
from  the  treasury  of  the  natimi,  and  leaa  ttian  that  vilue 
reach  its  proper  destination— the  difTerenoe  fidling  into 
the  hands  of  speculators.  I,  therefore,  said  Mr.  E.,  <^ 
pose  the  motion  to  recommit  with  these  instructkmi. 

But  the  merits  of  this  bill,  and  of  the  amendments  vb* 
have  been  proposed,  to  include  tlie  aoldiers  and  ""f^ 
who  fought  in  the  Indian  wars  prior  to  1795,  are,  oo  tta 
motion,  brougiit  into  discussion.  I  have  already  tBwe 
known  my  purpose  to  support  this  bilif  and  there  h  no 
one  more  deeply  impressed!  tlian  I  with  the  debt  of  p*^ 
titude  which  we  owe  to  all  who,  in  any  manner,  contribuitd 
to  the  achievement  of  our  independence:  but  L  do  aotrt 
all  detract  from  their  merits,  when  I  say  that  the  coun{f 
and  enterprise  of  tiiose  who  fonght  our  early  battW 
against  tJie  savages  of  the  Wes(,  were  as  great— their  U« 
ati  arduous,  and  the  dangers  they  encouatered  is  mm- 
nent.  They  fmight  against  mighty  odds— a  fcebic  bwri 
t^iinst  an  overwheming  force.  The  chances  (rf  b«i* 
were  great  against  them;  and  if  captured,  a  death,  mrt,  rt 
is  true,  of  ignominy,  but  of  torture,  awaited  diem:  and  K 
who  lefl  his  home  to  fight  in  its  defence,  looked  l»a 
upon  it  with  trepidation ;  for  though  he  left  it  in  wfe?"! 
day,  he  miglit  return  to-morrow  and  find  it  in  aib<»-" 
innmtes  maaaercd  or  led  into  captivity. 

But,  among  tiioae  who  fiaught  the  batdcs  of  tiie  WA 
do  I  esteem  the  solitary  nngen  as  first,  for  the 
and  importance  of  their  services,  and  DMMtof  ill  entitiw 
to  the  gratitude  of  tlie  frontier  inliabitanta.  They 
forth,  not  against  a  known  and  open,  but  a 
secret  foe,  in  a  country  occupied  by  an  eneroy-*  »""^ 


minded  the  supporters  of  the  proposition  that  newly  all  rous,  bmve,  and  subtle  enemy.  They  in««'»^'*V^ 
these  indlndiiilsnuit  be  ttlent  seventy  years  of  age.  Atlthe  soldier,  to  the  field  of  battle,  sbonUir  1o»w>^' 
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with  their  compaiiionn  in  arms,  fired  by  a  common  spirit, 
and  firm  in  the  confidence  of  mutual  support;  but  each 
alone,  in  the  midat  or  dan^re,  self-dependent  and  aelf- 
■ustained,  resting  upon  hit  own  inherent  courage  and  his 
native  enerpes.  1,  pertiap^  appreciate  them  the  more 
became  my  lot  was  coat,  in  very  eu-ly  life,  in  a  situation 
in  which  I,  or  rather  those  about  me,  knefr  and  felt  the 
benefit  oflheir  protection. 

The  earliest  scenes  ofwhich  my  memory  retains  atraee, 
were  in  a  soudt  garrison  on  the  frontier,  just  before  the 
close  of  the  war  which  terminated  with  the  victory  of 
Wayne,  and  the  treaty  of  Orenrille.  There  was  a  line  of 
pelty  fort*,  comiDencing>  at  Marietta,  and  extendii^  up 
the  Huakinguni  river  to  a  place  called  the  nmnci  boMon. 
A  band  of  Indians  eluded  the  virilance  of  the  rangers,  who 
were  too  few  in  number*  for  the  protection  of  £e  exten- 
sive line  of  frontier  which  they  had  to  guard.  TI»e  last 
named  station  was  surprised  and  cut  off.  All  but  three 
persons  were  massacred.  One  only  esoa^ied,  and  that  one 
alarmed  the  neighboring  {garrisons,  one  of  which  was  sur- 
rounded, but,  being  on  its  guard,  was  not  actually  aasul- 
cd.  I  remember  sumetibing  of  the  gvneral  agitation,  tiie 
pervading  feeling  of  exdtaticMi  in  which  even  the  child, 
unconscious  of  danger,  instinciively  participated.  I  re. 
member,  too,  the  joy  which  the  regular  but  unfrequent 
return  of  the  adventurous  spy  brought  to  the  hearts  and 
homes  of  those  whom  he  giurded.    And,  sir,  many  a 

eeril  was  braved,  and  many  adeed  of  blaring  was  achieved, 
y  these  adventurous  men,  unseen  d  alF  but  the  actor, 
and  unnoticed  in  the  annals  of  the  times«-de«dt  worthy  to 
add  wreaths  to  the  brow  of  the  proudest  hero  of  ancient 
or  modem  days.    One  I  will  narrate: 

A  young  ranger  upon  a  scout  had  exhausted  his  rations, 
and,  being  dtiUnt  froma  place  where  he  could  obtain  a  sup- 
ply, went  to  a  spring-lick  where  deer  resort,  and  placed 
himself  behind  a  bhnd  near  by,  watching  for  game.  In  a 
abort  time,  four  Indians,  armed  with  their  nfles,came  within 
pistol  shot,  and  stopped,  without  having  discovered  him. 
His  resolution  was  instantly  taken:  he  fired,  and  brouglit 
down  his  man,  and  >prang  from  h»  am  bush  and  fled.  The 
tliree  remaining  Indians  Bred,  but,  in  the  hurry  and  agi- 
tation of  the  moment,  tired  without  aim,  and  missed  tfaeir 
mark.  One  of  thi-m,  with  a  readiness  of  thought  pecu- 
liar to  his  race,  snatched  up  the  rifle  of  his  fallen  comrade, 
took  better  aim,  and  fired.  Tlie  ball  passed  between  the 
body  and  arm  of  the  ranger,  and  Riveted  his  powder- 
horn  to  splintery  but  he  escaped  untoudied,  outran  hu 
punfuerf,  and  reached  th-  settlement  hi  safety.  The  au- 
tlior  of  tliis  bold  deed  does  not,  it  is  true,  like  many  of 
biri  companions  in  arms,  desire  the  bounty,  or  need  even 
the  justice  of  his  country.  Brave  and  adventurous  in 
youth,  honored  in  age,  he  is  now  the  Governor  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BIBB  guve  a  description  of  tlie  dangers  of  the  In- 
dian warfare,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  BUCKNKR. 

Mr.  UATNE  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  commenced 
a  apeech,  in  wluch  he  tOf>ka  view  not  only  of  the  present 
bill,  but  frf  the  pennon  system  generally.  He  went  into 
a  history  of  the  system  in  this  country,  and  contended 
that,  from  a  correct  and  proper  beginningi  it  had  apreiul 
itself  into  an  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  extent.  Af- 
ter speaking  for  some  time,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to 

The  Senate  at^joumed  to  Ifonday. 

MOMBAT,  Apbii,  30. 
SECOND  AUDITOR  AND  COMPTROLLER. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolalion  of  the  30th  of  March  last, 
instructing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  ezpecfiency  of 
ftbolisbinr  the  offiees  of  Second  Auditor  and  Second 
Comptrwer,  made  a  report,  wbock  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


[This  report  states  tbat,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit* 
tee,  the  abolition  of  these  offices  would  be  inexpedieot^ 
and  productive  of  injury  to  the  public  service.] 

After  transacting  soDie  minor  bunness,  the  Senate  went 
into  the  coiuideration  of  executive  business  and  cMtt- 
niied  with  closed  daors  until  the  adjournment 

TumAT,  Max  1. 
TARIFF. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Manufae- 
tures,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports^ 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reatUng. 
PUBLIC  LAKDS. 

Mr.  SING  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the' bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  cm  Manuftctures,  to  appro- 
priate, for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  pubUc  land% 
and  the  report  accompanying  it,  which  had  been  Uid  on 
the  table  some  dajre  ago.  He  wished  the  Senate  votild 
now  take  up  thia  bill  lor  the  purpose  of  referring  it  to  the 
Cwnmittcc  on  Public  Lands.  With  this  new,  be  moved 
to  postpone  the  previous  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  pur- 
pose or  taking  up  this  biU. 

Mr.  CLAY  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  anoraaloos  cba. 
racter  of  this  proceeding.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  an 
extraordinary  course.  It  had  been  usual,  when  any  mea- 
sure of  importance  waa  reported  by  a  committee,  to  give 
the  chairman  of  such  committee  an  opportunity  to  give  the 
views  of  the  eonoiittec,  and  mcb  e^lanations  as  were 
necessary  for  a  Aill  understanding  of  tiie  measure.  Now, 
here  was  one  of  the  majority  by  whom  the  bill  waa  laid  on 
the  table,  moving  to  tue  it  up,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
explanation  and  exposition,  but  to  refer  it  to  another  com- 
mittee, before  any  elucidation  of  the  details  of  the  UU 
could  be  made.  He  referred  to  the  singular  history  of 
this  afiair.  When  it  was  moved  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  the  members  of  that 
committee  had  protested,  solemnly  protested,  gainst  such 
reference,  and  had  earnestly  requested  that  it  might  be 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Land^  as  the  jtn^er 
committee.  No,  said  the  |;entiemen  on  the  other  aidet 
I'ou  must  take  the  subject  into  your  handsi  you  must  de- 
liberate upon  it,  and  present  a  project  to  Congress  and 
the  country.  Reluctantly  they  consented  to  assume  this 
duty.  The  labor  waa  great,  but  they  encountered  it. 
Possessing  but  a  partial  knowledge  of  the  aub^t,  they 
did  not  wel  ^qiosed  to  go  into  flus  laborious  lavestig^ 
Hon.  But  it  was  given  to  them  by  the  Senate.  T^ 
took  it  in  hand,  and  went  on  with  it  as  welt  as  they  coukft 
spurred  and  honied  on  from  time  to  time,  picking  up 
their  information  in  the  best  poanble  manner,  tkcy  made 
their  way,  and  determined,  at  ]ast,  to  make  the  report 
which  had  gone  forth  to  the  world.  Now,  a  motion  was 
made  to  wrest  tiie  subject  from  those  hands  to  which  it 
had  been  committed  by  the  vote  of  a  minority  of  the  Se- 
nate, and*  without  the  presentment  of  a  single  objectioB 
to  the  details  of  tiie  measure,  or  any  counter  project,  te 
send  it  to  the  CommKtee  on  Public  Land*.  The  SeniUe 
had,  unquestionably,  the  power  to  send  the  subject  to  any 
committee)  and  he  would  bow  with  all  deference  to  the 
decision  of  the  Senate.  But  if  the  course  now  indicated 
Were  taken,  and  the  subject,  unheard,  and  without  any 
explanation  from  the  cununittee,  were  sent  to  the  Caa^ 
nuttee  on  Public  Lands,  it  wotUd  be  a  course  without 
preeedent,  as  &r  as  hia  experience  would  enable  him  to 
jvdge.  Still,  the  Senate  had  the  power  to  give  thtsdireo- 
tion,  and  he  would  bow  to  the  decinon  of  thai  body. 

Mr.  KING  made  an  obaervation  or  two  in  defence  of  hb 
motion.  He  fctid  that  he  had  merely  proposed  to  take  up 
what  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  complained  had  not 
been  done  before.  lf.the  Senate  should  agree  to  take 
up  the  bill,  be  then  intended  to  move  its  reference  M  the 
Cooaouttee  on  PubUc  Lands.  TheSeutprliromKutiic^ 
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did  not  pMKu  the  knowled^  reqtii«te  to  enable  them 
to  ftct  on  this  nibject.  Why,  then,  did  the  Senator  duinlc 
from  thii  reference^  The  nibject  had  been  originally 
brou^t  forward,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nafiicturea,  as  a  branch  of  the  inquinr  relative  to  the  pub* 
lie  revenue.  It  had  not  been  thoug^ht  proper  to  separate 
this  from  the  other  parts  of  the  aubjeet.  At  the  time  the 
reference  was  made,  he  felt  that  they  were  sending  the 
Btibject  to  those  who  felt  but  little  interest  in  the  dispoai- 
tioo  of  these  lands,  and  the  reference  wotiM  not  have  been 
made  on  an^  otlier  ground  than  that  it  was  part  of  the 

Seneral  subject  of  intjuiry.  The  report  would  be  found 
efective  on  most  points.  It  was  calculated  to  decuve, 
not  intentionally,  he  admitted,  but  becauae  the  subject 
was  not  uncierstoodi  it  was  the  result  of  the  limited  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  possessed  b^  the  committee.  He 
asked  if  it  was  proper,  after  the  circulation  of  thousands 
of  these  reports,  fiill  of  erroneous  statements  and  princi- 
pksi  that  resistance  should  be  made  to  an  effort  to  correct 
these  errors  in  the  public  judgment.  He  hoped  that  there 
was  no  objection  to  the  publication  of  a  counter  report; 
and  he  pledged  liimself,  if  he  could  not  show  the  &llacy 
of  the  sentiments  in  this  report,  to  abide  the  penalty  of 
failure.  He  stated,  that  when  the  aubjeet  should  again 
come  up,  there  would  be  sufficient  time  to  go  into  the 
necessary  explanations  and  views  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  desired  to  present  to  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  pos^Mne  the  other  orders  was  then  car- 
ried in  the  dfirmatiTe. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time  by  its  title. 
Hr.  KING  then  moved  to  refer  the  bill  Mid  report  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MILLER  demanded  a  division  of  the  question 
He  did  not  aee  any  benefit  wUch  could  result  from  a  re- 
ference of  the  report. 

Hr.  KINO  withdrew  so  madi  of  the  motion  as  had  re- 
ferenee  to  the  rqxnt. 

The  motion  then  bung  to  refer  the  hill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  novel 
proposition  to  refer  the  report  and  proceedings  of  one 
committee  to  the  conuderation  of  another.  Ttiere  was 
no  superiority  acknowledged  in  the  one  committee  over 
another.  The  chairman  of  the  Public  Land  Committee 
[Mr.  Kiire]  could  not  seriousfy  asktheSnurte  toaetupon 
the  assumption  that  his  coonnittee  was  more  inteUigent;  or 
more  cajTable  of  understanding  this  question.  Aithou^ 
in  no  spirit  of  reproach  to  that  committee,  he  «vowed  his 
decided  conviction  that  no  report  ever  made  in  the  Senate 
was  mor#  fully  evincive  of  large,  liberal,  and  intelligent 
views,  than  the  one  made  by  the  Committee  on  Msnnfac- 
tures.  The  ai^unent  of  the  more  intimate  acquaintance 
of  the  I.And  Committee  with  the  general  gahject  would 
have  applied  with  great  force  on  the  first  comnutment. 
The  committee  to  whom  it  was  sent  had  resisted  its  refer- 
ence to  them  on  that  ground.  But  the  Senate  would  take 
no  denial — they  muirt,  they  should  examine  the  subject, 
and  acquaint  themselves  with  it.  They  had  done  so,  and 
they  had  mastered  it.  The  Senate  have  tlieir  labors  be- 
fore them,  proving  tliatthe  committee  has  pursued  the 
■ubjoct  in  all  its  Connexions  and  relations  to  the  great 
interesti  of  the  eountiyf  and  all  the  States,  botii  new  and 
old. 

It  is  now  said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Land  Committee, 
that  other  views  of  this  subject  ma^  be  had  by  recommit- 
ting it  to  his  committee.  How  is  it  ascertwned  that  the 
Senate  are  not  satisfied  with  the  views  taken?  Have  thv 
Senate  passed  any  opinion  .^  They  have  not  heard  the  ar- 
guments to  be  urged  for  aod  against  it.  All  that  the  Sena- 
tor fi«m  Alabama  has  to  say  on  the  subject  can  be  given 
on  tiie  floor  in  the  usual  mode.  But  if  this  practice  is  to 
l»e  eommeneed,  mtut  It  not  be  nmicd  out*  When  tiko 


report  from  the  Land  Committee  shall  be  produced,  the 


chiunnan  of  some  other  committee  may  rise  in  hii  pinee, 
and  tell  us  be  can  give  us  new  views  by  sending  it  to  tut 
committee.  He  wUl  have  the  same  clsim  to  your  hvor 
that  the  chainnan  of  th^  Land  Comnuttee  nWr  hH. 
Where,  then,  is  the  thing  to  end? 

He  took  exception  to  the  remark  of  the  ctiunun  of 
the  Land  Coimrittee,  when  he  said  this  second  reference 
was  necesMry  to  a  full  and  feir  examination.  He  asked  ir 
this  report  is  not  fair.  The  chairman  of  the  Land  Coia- 
mittec,  and  timse  who  voted  with  hnn,  would  tske  no  ct 
cuae  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactores^they  vmH 
have  them  examine  ttie  subject,  and  now  they  were  toU 
it  must  be  before  another  committee,  to  ensure  a  ftir  ex- 
amination. And  liow,  Mr.  C.  asked,  wsa  this  Air  exandm- 
lion  to  be  ensured?  Why,  by  sending  it  to  a  conrnitt. 
tee  of  five,  of  whom  four  were  of  the  new  Stttei. 
The  fairness  intended,  tlien,  was  neither  more  nor  lev 
than  to  increase  the  advantage  to  the  new  States.  Nov 
titia  wa%  in  his  estimation,  pretisely  tlie  last  tMng  tfie  Se- 
nate diould  do.  The  most  objectionable  feature  in  the 
pn^ect  reported,  was  tite  unjust  ineqiiali^  in  die  <£stri- 
bution.  What  claim  had  the  new  States  to  receiTeatenA 
uf  the  property  belonging  to  all  the  States  equaliy,  and 
then  ctmie  in  to  share  an  equal  proportion  of  the  rennin- 
ing  nine4enths?  The  pubHe  lands  belonged  tosHthe 
States;  it  was  common  treasure;  and  ^et  yo»  prt^Kxe  t» 
divide  this  common  fund,  by  first  fpvmgactear  tenth  flf 
the  whole  to  the  new  Slater  aod  then  allomr^  them  i 
full  idiare  of  the  residue.  There  is  no  shadow  of  right  in 
this;  and  if  the  new  States  pressed  this  matter,  the  other 
States  must  in  their  tarn  demand  the  extent  of  tbor  juri 
claims.  He  was  aware  it  was  offered  in  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise, and  in  deference  to  the  extravagant  notiora  vhicb 
some  of  our  brethren  in  the  new  States  had  encourued. 
In  any  question  touching  the  honest  prejodiMs  « the 


jMople  of  the  country,  ho  was  prepared  to  make  conce*- 
sons  to  such  preju^ces.  Considentiims  of  peconiuy 
profit  ought  to  yield  to  the  higher  conrideifttioni  «f  liu^ 
mony  ana  tranquillity.  But  in  all  matters  of  compromise 
there  were  two  parties,  and  each  must  advance  towirl  > 
middle  ground.  The  propontion  in  the  report  had  pxt 
far,  very  far,  to  meet  the  prejudices,  and  pay  thibute  lo 
the  excited  expectations  of  the  new  States,  aiid  it  oi^t 
be  well  worthy  their  consideration  whether  it  wooldbe 
prudent  to  reject  tiie  tender,  and  throw  the  quesboa  bs^ 
to  the  pontive  rights  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  FOOT,  in  order  to  make  way  for  other  importist 
bills — the  appropriation  bill — ^thc  pennon  bilt---«hKl> 
were  waking  for  the  action  of  the  Senate,  moved  to  bf 
the  bill  on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed  to  as  foUovi: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Chsmbers,  DaJlss,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuyien, 
Hayne,  HUl,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Miller,  Prentiis.  Kol>bi% 
Rugbies,  Keyraour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tomlinsonr  Troopt 
Tyler,  Wilkins.— 25. 

NAYS.— Messrs,  Benton,  Clay.  Clayton,  Ellis,  Gnindr. 
Hendricks,  Kane,  King,  Hangum,  Marcy,  Moore,  Bobis- 
son,  Tipton,  White.— 14. 

So  the  motion  was  hud  on  the  table.  ^ 

GENERAL  APPROPIUATION  BILL. 
The  message  of  the  House  of  Representative^  sIsBrf 
its  concurreoce  in  some,  and  disagreement  to  otiien  of  ibe 
Senate's  admendments  to  the  general  appronriatioii  biD, 
was  taken  up;  and  several  of  the  amendments  Wing  hern 
disposed  of,  by  receding  in  some  cases,  and  insisting  on 
the  amendments  in  others,  the  disagreement  of  the  Ho«« 
to  the  Senate's  amendment  strikii^  out  the  appr(^>n«t)on 
tar  the  outfit  of  «  minirter  to  France  came  up. 
Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  recede  from  the  amendmeirt- 
A  drinte  ensued,  m  which ^  motion  wMsupportM 
Messrs.  SMITH.  FORSYTH,  TYLEU  and  MANGOHi 
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and  wu  opposed  by  Meain.  CjUAYTON,  TAZEWELL 
HOLHESt  CHAMBERS;  and  MILLER. 

The  question  beinj^  taken  on  the  inotion  to  reeede*  wu 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Hestn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brawn,  Dallaa,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  EUi^  Fortj-th,  Grundy,  Hendriclu^  Hill, 
Kane,  lUnjp,  Manpim,  Marcy,  Moore,  RoUmon,'  Smith, 
Tipton,  Troup,  Tfler,  White,  Williaint.— 

KAYS- —Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Cbambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewin^,  Foot,  Prelinf{^u^sen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Miller,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Ruffes,  Seymour,  S'lls- 
bee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tomlinson,  Wavgaman. — 21. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  recede  from  tneir  amendment. 

A^oomed. 


WssxtsDAT,  Mat  2. 
CODE  OF  LAWS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Tbe  resolution  ofTerad  yesterday  by  Mr.  Chaubbiu, 
from  the  C<HDmittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  referrinj* 
U  to  a  committee,  consistinr  of  two  awmbera  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  one  member  uie  House  of  RepresentatiTcs, 
to  prepare  a  system  of  laws  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
bein^  taken  up, 

Hr.  CHAMBERS  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
views  of  the  committee.  It  was  proper  to  say  that  the  se- 
lection of  but  one  member  of  the  House  to  be  on  the  com- 
mittee was  made  at  the  express  desire  of  members  of  the 
committee  of  the  House,  and  therefore  should  not  be 
deemed  (Usre^iectful  to  the  Uouae.  He  reminded  the 
Senate  of  the  peculiar  situation  of  iht  District,  and  the 
preat  difficulty  of  preparinff  a  jost  and  equitable  system, 
involving,  as  it  must,  so  many  connderations,  such  a  vari- 
ety of  facts,  and  requiring  such  a  minute  knowledge  of 
the  existing  laws.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  any 
member  of  Congress  during  the  session,  could  be  pre- 
pared with  such  a  system  as  would  be  satisfiictory.  Expe- 
rience had  shown  ute  necessi^  forsucb  a  system.  A  code 
had  been  prepared,  hot  it  was  not  generuly  understood, 
or  had  not  been  sufficiently  examined,  and  a  reinvestiga- 
tion of  the  subject  was  indispensable.  The  District  at 
this  moment  was  governed  partly  by  the  Maryland,  putlv 
by -the  Virginia  system,  without  the  advantage  of  aucn 
improvements  aa  the  altered  stale  of  so«uety  seamed  to 
demand.  ^ 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

TONNAGE,  &e. 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose  to  make  a  new  call  for  information 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasury,  although  he  express- 
ed tumself,  judging  from  the  past,  that  the  effort  would 
be  a  fiiUtkss  one.  He  referred  especially  to  the  neglect 
«4udi  had  occurred  In  the  fumi^ing  of  that  eommeroal 
infimution  which  is  indispensable  to  enable  Congreaa  to 
come  to  an  accurate  understanding  of  our  condition  as  re- 
gards our  commercial  intercourse,  the  state  of  our  tonnage 
and  our  trade.  In  introducing  his  remarks,  he  touched 
upon  the  inaccuracyof  someof  the  official  infbrmation  laid 
before  Congresst  in  particular,  to  the  errors  in  the  period- 
ical statement  of  public  officers,  salaries  &e.  He  ob- 
served by  this  book,  that  our  ndnister  to  Colombia  had 
but  4|50O  dollars  a  year,  while  his  aecretary  had  9,000 
dollars  a  year!  And  he  did  not  know  that  it  would  not 
be  a  proper  motion  to  send  back  the  work  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  with  directions  to  revise  and  correct  it, 
and  print  an  accurate  st^ment  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

HeUien  refaredto  acallmadeattiielastsesrion  on  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  fiimiah  to  this  Hoine,  by 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  a  fhlt  statement  of  our 
exporta  and  imports,  tonnage,  Stc  The  existing  law  re- 
quired the  collectors  of  the  different  ports  to  furnish  re- 
turns on  their  partsb  quarterly,  to  the  departaenti  and  if 
thb  bad  been  fiithiiid^  eoa^iMd  iritl^  ha  sa^ 


wUdi  could  have  eidsted  in  Dw  cowuinlcatim  of  those 

beta  to  Congress  by  the  time  speeiflsd  in  the  resohitiati. 
Congress  could  then  have  acted  understanding^y  on  the 
great  subjects  which  have  been  thrown  before  them.  It 
was  notorious  that  these  returns  had  been  made  to  Con- 
^ss  with  great  irrerularityt  and  Mr.  H.  referred  to  the 
journals  to  diow  at  wiat  periods  of  the  different  sesuons 
th^  had  come  in.  "Hie  present  admimslration  had  now 
(Usclaimed  any  expectation  of  doing  any  thinr  better  than 
their  predecessors)  but  on  this  point  they  had  fiidlen  much 
below  those  who  had  been  in  power  before  them.  Their 
omissions  were  rare,  but  the  omissions  now  w«re  almost 
annual.  An  account  of  our  exports  and  imports  was  never 
more  necessary  than  at  this  moment.  Statistical  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  our  commerce  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, to  enable  Confp«is  to  nnderstwid  tiie  snbjeot  of 
the  operation  of  the  colonial  trader  and  the  <£fference  be- 
tween our  exporta  and  imports  required  to  be  well  known 
before  the  Senate  should  be  called  upon  to  le^aUte  on 
the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
intimate  bearing  of  these  sul^ects  tm  each  other  being 
very  obvious. 

It  was  desirable  to  understand  if,  during  the  last  year  or 
two,^  there  had  not  been  a  dangerous,  a  ruinous  excess  of 
our  imports  over  our  exportsi  and  whether,  if  such  was 
the  case,  the  reftiaal  to  recharter  the  bank  would  not  be  n 
measure  of  most  destructive  operation  on  our  national 
prosperity.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  what  was  the 
difference  between  our  imports  and  exports,  in  reference 
to  our  trade  with  Great  Briuin,  and  the  European  and 
other  ports  belonging  to  her,  as  that  was  the  only  infor- 
mation which  was  b^ore  the  Senate.  In  1831,  he  stated 
that  the  imports  were  fbr^-four  millions  and  a  fraction, 
and  the  export!  tmrty^three  milUons  and  a  fraction,  leav- 
ing an  excess  of  imports  of  about  ten  millions.  The  ex- 
cess of  imports,  in  the  last  two  years,  he  stated  at  upwards 
of  thirteen  millions.  This  statement  he  adduced  as  evi- 
dence to  show  the  importance  of  a  more  extended  know- 
ledge of  the  subject.  He  thought  it  important  that  Con- 
gress should  understandhow  the  proportion  of  our  imports 
to  our  exports  stood  with  other  countries  as  well  Ss  Great 
Britain.  There  was  not  a  shrewd  and  intelligent  mer- 
chant in  the  country  who  not  foresee  and  dread  the 
consequence  of  this  diq>arity  between  our  exports  and 
imports. 

He  baddetemuned,  notwithstanding  the  ill  success  of  lus 
former  efforts,  to  make  a  new  attempt  to  obtain  tiiis  infor- 
nution.  He  had  been  told  that  some  of  the  collectors, 
regardless  of  tiie  requintions  of  the  law,  had  fitiled  to 
muce  their  quarterly  returns  to  the  department]  and  that 
to  this  circumstance  the  failure  was  attribittable.  He 
tiiought,  however,  that  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  id>Ie,  from  the  materials  in  his  possession,  to  make 
out  the  statistical  view  which  he  bad  presented  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  be  might  also  have 
communicated  the  residue  of  the  information  wliich  was 
desired.  The  fault  lay  entirely,  he  presumed,  with  those 
who  administered  the  laws.  If  the  collectors  did  not  send 
their  retoms  within  five  day*  aftor  the  exphvtion  of  the 
time,  a  peremptory  direction  might  be  sent  from  the  de- 
partment, which  would  ensure  obedience. 

Hr.  H.  concluded  his  remarlu  with  offering  a  resdo- 
tion,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inform 
the  Senate  what  collectora  lud  failed  in  the  performance 
of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  lawi  what  steps  had 
been  taken  to  compel  obedienec^  fcc  - 


PENSION  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resuncd  the  cousdention  of  the  un- 
finished bunneSB,  being  the  bill  aupplemcntarr  to  an  Mt 
tor  the  relief  of  tiie  surriffay  officers  and  sd^eis  of  the 
revolution. 

Mr.  HATOB  then  oaatimwd«  and  eondodedthe  obiet^ 
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TatioM  On  Ae  charai^  and  tenden^  of  the  bill,  which 
he  eommeiiced  on  Friday. 

APPROPRUTION  BILL. 

Or  motion 'of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  Senate  took  up  the  mes- 
Ugc  from  the  Htniftc,  accompanyinff  the  ^nerat  appro- 
pmtion  bill,  and  receded  from  those  amendmenta  to  which 
^  Houie  had  diaagreed  and  insistetl. 

TONNAGB.  Stc 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treawiry,  containing  accounts 
of  the  exports  and  imports,  tonnage,  &c. 

[This  was  the  report  to  which  Mr.  Uoimsb  had  refer- 
Nd  in  Uie  eariier  part  of  the  day.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  1,500  extra  copiea  of  Uiia 
icport  v«N  ordered  to  be  printed  for  tho  uae  of  the  8e- 
Mte. 

TauBMAT,  Mat  3- 

Mr.  HATNB  offered  a  rMohition,  of  which  he  asked 
Ae  prearat  coaffderatian,  Greeting  the  Secretarr  of  the 
Senate  to  cause  to  be  prepared,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 
a  comparative  statement  showing  the  ntes  of  duties  im- 

Sosed  By  existing  liiws  on  the  articles  embraced  in  the 
raught  of  a  bill  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasiityi  and  also  by  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  inquired  what  time  would  probably 
be  consumed  in  the  preparation  of  the  statement. 

Mr.  HATNE  replied,  not  more  than  two  or  three  days. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  touk  up  the  report  made  some  days 
rince,  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  subject  of 
Uie  abolition  of  the  offices  of  Second  Auditor  and  Second 
Comptroller.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  report  stated 
that  It  would  be  inexpedient  and  injurious  to  the  public 
Interests  to  abolish  these  offices.  The  motion  to  disdurge 
the  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  lub- 
ject  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Holxxii  <Ii- 
rectingthe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  to 
the  Senate  what  collectors  had  failed  to  make  quarterly 
returns  of  the  tonnage,  imports  and  exports,  &c.  accord- 
ing to  the  requi«t)ons  of  the  Uw,  &c.,  coming  up  fcff  con- 
meration, 

Mr.  nOLME^  Bteted  that,  rince  he  had  oflTered  the  re- 
•du^on,  the  information  to  which  it  referred  had  been 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury.  He  bad 
not  been  able  to  examine  it  to  satisfy  hiuuelf^  that  it  con- 
tained all  the  information  called  for;  and  as  it  had  gone  to 
the  printer,  he  could  not  at  that  moment  come  to  any  con- 
clusion on  the  subject.  He  would  therefore  move  to  lay 
the  reaolution  on  the  table,  until  he  should  be  able  to  de- 
cide whether  he  should  call  it  up  again  or  not. 

The  resolution  wu  then  hud  on  the  table. 

NEWSPAPER  POSTAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  tiie  Senate  then  proceeded 
to  take  up  the  bill  to  caUblirii  ceitam  post  roadsi  and 
diKontinue  others. 

After  the  various  amendments  tothe  bill  had  been  gohe 
through, 

Mr.  BIBB  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
U  additional  section,  as  follows: 

Jnd  be  it  further  enaettd.  That,  ftom  and  af\er  the  1st 
day  of  July  next,  no  poMage  sbiJI  be  charged  on  news- 
papers, and  thai  so  much  of  any  act  or  acta  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  as  imposed  a  tax  of  postage  on 
newspapers  sball  be,  and  the  same  b  hereby,  repealed 
6om  and  after  the  day  aforesaid. 

Mr.  BIBB  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposition  he  had  laid  before  them,  demun- 
■tittiny  tha  ns:  importues  and  utili^  of  tho  measure, 


contemplated,  and  the  perfect  abili^  of  the  Put  Office 
Department  to  sustunitself  incase  of  its  beingcaniedinto 
eiftrct.  He  waa  not  one  of  those  disposed  either  to  in- 
crease the  expense  of  that  department,  or  to  diminidi  its 
useliilnesa.  He  was  for  making  the  pott  office  susbin 
itself  from  its  own  resources,  without  beii^  a  chuge  ts 
the  treasury,  while,  at  the  same  time,  its  aGComawdatioai 
to  the  public,  being  carried  to  a  libcnd  extent,  sbaoldbcsr 
as  lightly  in  the  shape  of  a  tax  as  the  nature  of  the  cue 
would  adnut.  The  amendment  he  had  just  offered,  be 
would  undertake  to  say,  would  do  more  good,  anddiiTuse 
valuable  information  over  the  United  States  to  a  greater 
extent  tlian  any  pn^Mmtien  that  had  ever  been  laid  bcJbre 
Congress,  respbctuig  this  department  of  the  QorerMKnt 
If  it  were  true  Uiat  the  fbundatiuns  of  tlus  Governmeat 
rested  on  public  opinion,  the  frtt  circulation  of  ebnp 
newspaper  information  throughout  the  whole  Union  vu 
an  object  of  the  last  importance.  He  conudered  the  vitil 
principles  of  the  Government  materiidly  concerned  in  the 
success  of  the  proposition,  which  looked  to  the  disMinl- 
nation  of  correct  information  in  so  cheap  a  form  as  tobrio|; 
it  within  the  reach  of  every  individual  in  the  commuDity. 
If  you  will  look  at  die  papers  printed  in  this  city,  aid  Mr. 
B.,  and  tlie  curtailed  information  which  the  nature  of  the 
case  compels  them  to  circulate,  you  will  at  once  see  the 
importance  of  the  plan  proposed.  They  publish,  nid 
Mr.  B.,  an  abstractor  the  proceedings  of  Congreisintb«r 
(laity  papers,  and  the  country  papers  are  fi^equently  strack 
off  contatnine  no  part  of  those  proceedings.  He  vu  in. 
formed  that  tnc  cost  of  the  postage  on  a  daily  new^per 
amounted  to  five  dollars  per  annum.  Now  this,  added  to 
the  price  of  thepaper,  diminished  the  circulation  to  a  ray 
great  extent  There  was  another  disadvantage  attendiif 
the  present  system.  It  van  a  melancholy  »cttlut  the 
presses  of  this  country  were  pensionedto  a  certain  extent, 
and,  without  Government  patronage,  daily  papert  could 
not  be  supported  at  the  seat  of  Government.  This  showed 
the  necesHty  of  adopting  the  plan  proposed;  that,  by  t 
free  and  cheap  circulation  of  newspaper  intelligence,  u 
impartial  and  mdependent  press  might  be  fostered  and 
establi^ed  on  so  firm  a  basis  sa  to  be  whoHy  free  from  the 
influence  of  the  Government.  He  spOke  with  no  dim- 
specttothe  present  Executive,  norihdhe  ap[ilyhii  re. 
marks  to  times  present  more  than  to  times  past  The 
evil  had  existed  and  would  exist,  and  was  consequent  upon 
the  preference  of  Uie  public  for  country  papers  initnaof 
daily,  because  of  the  vast  expense  of  pcwUge  on  the  htter. 

Mr.  B.  next  went  on  to  show  the  ability  uf  die  Port 
OfRce  Oepnrbnent  to  sustain,  from  ita  own  jesoureei,  the 
measure  proposed. 

If  yott  look,  swd  he,  at  the  documents  Iron  the  Port 
Office  Department  on  the  file  of  the  Senate,  you  *<)■  find 
that  it  bud  a  surplus  fund  up  to  30th  June,  1831,  d 
$310,412.  The  following  calculation,  then,  may  beialeljr 
relied  on: 

Increased  surplus  of  revenue  above  expenditurei^  fna 
1st  July,  1831,  to  lot  July,  18S3,  accordiflg  to  dw  re- 
port ol^j,000  for  the  tulf  year,     .      •  91i(^0M 

Progressive  increase  of  receipt^     per  re- 
port,  

LenTing-o  sarphn  on  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  of  »5or,63g 

Thia  is  surplus  which  will  be  at  the  di^>osal  of  the  (l^ 
partment  on  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  when  the  pioposit«i 
under  convderation  is  to  take  effect  But  the  leute*  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  do  not  take  cflTeet  until  Irt  Jannsty, 
1833.  . 

Hie  question  then  Tvcun^  and  Mr.  B..  what  wiD  be  the 
diminution  of  the  revenue  of  the  post  office  by  takingoff  urt 
ux  on  newspapers?  From  the  report  of  the  Poatnisster  Gcj 
neral,  it  appears  that  the  whole  of  the  tax  aanusUx  h*><* 
on  tiw  tntMmiiHon  of  BewspvpenamooBitlo  aboitt  tM 
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liundred  tliouaand  dolbn*  only  pne  lialf  of  which  «ccrue«  to 
tlie  treuury  of  tlie  post  o&ce»  the  other  half  htanfr  retained 
by  tlie  deputy  postmasters  for  tlietr  fee*.  Now*  if  be  [Mr. 
B>]  had  nut  egregioasly  erredt  and  the  Poatmaster  Gene- 
nuhad  not  erredft then  tbeie  will  be,  when  this  amend- 
ment goeainto  operation,  a  fund  of  half  a  million  of  doUttrs 
at  the  diapoaal  of  the  department,  leavinff,  after  subtract- 
ing:  the  Ux  of  $100,000  on  newspapen^  400,904)  dollars 
of  the.  surplus  fund  yet  undisposed  of  to  maintun  the  in- 
creased expenae  of  the  new  post  routes  by  this  bill,  and 
enable  the  Postmaater  .Geueral  to  extend  tJie  Guilitiea  of 
tbc  public  accDmmodation.  There  was  no  danger  of 
trenching  on  tlie  post  office  fund— there  would  not  be  the 

EDSMble  necesnty  of  distienttng  with  a  single  route,  or 
eeping  down  the  usefulness  of  the  department  in  the 
slightest  degree.  No  gentleman,  he  presumed,  would  deny 
that  the  cheapening  the  price  of  newqiaper%  and  facili- 
tating their  drculation,  was  a  great  object,  conduciiw  moEc 
to  public  utility  tlian  any  other  proposed  in  the  biUT  Is  it 
of  no  im  portal  tee  that,  Unng  in  a  repubUcan  Gorernment, 
with  a  constitution,  one  great  article  of  which  guaranties 
the  freedom  of  the  press,  we  riioukl  execute  that  ar- 
ticle by  doing  eveiy  tiling  in  our  power  to  favor  a  free 
and  independent  press?  It  was  true  the  liberty  of  the 
press  might  be  abused,  but  in  this,  as  in  all  other  human 
affairs^  we  must  take  the  bitter  witli  the  sweet,  and  not 
throw  away  the  goud  because  bad  may  accompainF  it.  1 
am  one  of  those^  said  Mr.  B.,  who  wilt  take  the  fewrdom 
of  the  press,  with  idl  its.licentiousne«s,  rather  than  suffer 
t^e  people  to  want'for  information,  fur  1  believe  that  it  is 
only  when  not  correctly  informed  that  the  people  were 
liable  to  err. 

Mr.  GBUNDY  regretted  very  much  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  made  his  propontion  at  this  time.  The 
flubject  had  beeu  before  the  Pwst  Office  Committeet  bad 
beoi  much  canvassed,  and  they  had  come  to  the  condu- 
aion  that  no  proportion  should  be  made  to  the  Sewte  on 
the  subje9t  until  it  shoidd  be  ascertained  what  amount  of 
expenditure  would  be  produced  by  the  bill  bel<tfethem. 
It  bad  been  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  present  this 
subject  to  the  Senai^e  at  a  proper  timet  and  it  was  tbc 
opinion  of  some  of  itsTaembers  that  newspaper  postage 
ought  to  be  reduced,  wlule  others  of  the  committee,  whose 
opuiiotu  were  entitled  to  some  weight,  thought  there 
ahoiild  be  a  reduction  of  the  posti^  oaletters  alBO.  But 
was  it  right  to  encumber  tids  Genera)  Post  Office  bill,  so 
T<duiDinou8  in  its  details,  with  a  separate  and  diatioct  pro- 
position? .  Was  not  the  plan  i^tbe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky of  sufficient  importance  to  be  brought  forward  in 
a  biU  by  itself  f  There  was  one  thing  thut  both  he  and 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  concurred  in.  They  both 
thought  that  the  Foot  Office  Department  ought  to  sustain 
itself  from  its  own  resources.  Now,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  you 
take  (^'the  revenue  derived  from  the  postage  of  newi^Mr 
per%  the  bankruptcy  of  the  depsltment  would  he  hazard- 
ed; for,  taking  mto  consideration  the  expenses  created  by 
the  nen-  routes  ertabliahed  by  the  present  bill,  there 
would  probably  be  no  surplus  income  as  at  present.  Tbisi 
proposition  could  not  cost  less  than  from  one  hundred 
ttiousand  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  you  put  it 
at  tlie  lowest  rate,  and  make  it  a  horse  mail  once  a  week, 
it  will  not  coat  less  than  one  hitndre<f  thousand  dollars;  but 
was  it  expected  th^  those  accommodated  by  this  amend- 
inent  would  be  sattefied  with  a  horse  mail  once  a  week.' 
Mr.  G.  did  not  now  intend  to  give  any  o^niou  with  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  Uking  the  postage  entirely  off  from 
newspapei-8. .  Ue  knew  the  impoitance  of  inculcating 
cheaply  valuable  infurmaliun  throu^  the  country,  and  tlie 
measure  propobed  might,  in  time,  be  ufely  adt^ted,  hut 
now,  be  believed,  it  was  premature  to  attempt  it  It  was 
said  thatin  England  newspapers  are  transoutted  free  bythe 
Government;  but  letit  berememberetl  that  every  printer  of 
*  newspaper  first  puts  ddwn  his  money  in  the  ^pe  of  a  tax 


on  his  paper,  and  in  this  way  the  Goveniment  is  indemnified 
for  the  cost  of  transporting  them  by  mail.  The  gentienan 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  there  would  be  aa  large  a  aur- 
plua  fund  as  ^ty-two  thousand  dollars  coming  mto  the 
department  the  next  yeari  for,  at  first,  in  consequence  of 
the  extraordinary  expenditure  created  by  the  new  routea, 
nearfy  the  whole  of  it  would  be  expended.  Aecordmgto 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  said 
Ur.  G.,  we  shall  subtract  from  the  revenue  of  the  depart- 
ment tlie  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  toeing 
off  the  postage  fnnn  newspapersi  and  by  the  new  routes 
established  by  the  IhU,  we  have  imposed  on  it  an  addition* 
al  expense  of  one  hundred  thouaaml  dollars.  Here,  then, 
isatonceacbfference  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  income  of  the  department  is  but  nxty-two  thousand 
dollatfl  over  the  present  expenses.  There  was  another 
view  of  the  subject.  The  principal  part  of  these  accom- 
mudatioDS  were  extended  to  the  new  States,  (and  he  be- 
lieved it  was  the  first  bill  that  ever  passed  Congress  in 
which  the  West  had  the  advantage.)  New  Bi^luid  had 
but  a  small  increase  of  post  routes,  and  there  was  but  lit* 
tie  ad<Utionsl  accomnMnation  to  the  South,  both  these  se»- 
tionsofcountrybavingbeenalready provided  for.  Then, 
these  new  mutes,  being  principally  m  the  West,  would  be 
unproductive,  because  there  was  but  little  money  in  the 
part  of  the  country  through  which  they  are  to  run.  Ue 
hoped,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  Senate  wotild  not 
prematurely  adopt  this  amendmentt  that  they  would  per- 
mit the  subject  to  be  first  oonnilered  by  the  committee, 
and  examined  as  to  how  and  when  it  could  safely  be  carri- 
ed into  effkct.  Ue  would  tell  gendemen  tUstinctly,  that; 
if  the  proposition  was  adopted  now,  the  department  would 
not  be  able  to  sustain  itself  for  the  next  year.  Mr.  G. 
then  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  the  .question}  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  FOOT,  ferescoing  that  this  propontion  would  lead 
to  AsctiiHon,  and  being  d citrons  to  take  up  the  pension 
biU,  moved  to  lay  this  bdl  on  the  table,  but  tne  motitm  ma 
rejected— yeas  15,  nays  16. 

Ur.  CLAYTON  next  addressed  the  Senate  m  support 
of  the  amendment.  Ue  cooudered  the  propontion  as  one 
of  great  importance,  calculated  to  produce  the  most  bene- 
ficial results)  and  he  tendered  his  thanks  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  fur  having  made  it.  In  the  few  remarka 
he  wu  about  to  makein  support  <tf  tile  propoAlon,  ba 
should  say  but  littte  in  refinrnee  to  thftt  part  d  the  dia> 
cusdon  between  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  and  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  wiiich  related  to  the  idillity  of 
the  department  to  sustain  itself  from  its  own  resources, 
after  the  postage  on  newspapers  should  be  abolished,  be- 
cause he  did  not  deem  that  a  matter  of  atiffictent  import- 
ance. Both  gentlemen  had  said  that  the  General  Post 
Office  ought  to  sustain  itself  frmn  its  own  resources,  without 
beconung  in  aay  degree  a  charge  en  the  treasuir.  Kow, 
this  was  the  language  of  the  Postmaster  Genenu  himself, 
in  his  communication  to  the  other  House,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  the  sentiment  throughout  the  country  tliat  thia 
^ould  be  tlie  case.  But  it  ^ras  not  true  tliat  the  Poat 
Office  Department  had  sustained  itself  nnce'Mr.  Barry 
came  into  office.  That  it  was  not  so,  was  susceptible  M 
mathematical  demonstration.  There  was  in  that  depart- 
ment when  Ur.  McLean  wentout  of  office,  a  surplus  Itind 
of  two  hundred  and  agfaty>nine  thoosand  dtdkrs,  which 
was  now  rduced,  as  appeared  by  tbe  report,  to  twohua- 
dredandtentbousanddollarsiandthis,  said  Mr.  C,  would 
have  been  all  gone,  had  it  not  been  for  the  asristance  ren- 
dered the  department  by  the  treasury;  for,  if  you  will 
look  at  your  apprmiriation  bills^  you  will  find  that  the 
sums  appropriated  for  tbe  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  de- 
partment from  year  to  year  would  have  absorbed  romv 
than  diat  sum.  It  did  vk*.  appear,  then,  from  the  deeu 
noeots,  that  the  post  office  liad  sustained  itself  from 
iu  own  resources.   Tbe  danger  that  this  dimtnutioa  of  tbe 
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tu  on  tlie  titeritare  of  the  country,  pnipOMd  by  the 
Senator  frtsra  Kentucky,  will  become  a  char^  on  the 
treamry,  is  urged  as  a  strong' objection,  without  any  force. 
We  are  ennged  now,  said  Mr.  C,  in  plans  fw  the  re- 
daction of  the  revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  *tt  agree  thtt  the  revenue  at  present  is  more 
tbaa  U  neecsaan)  and  we  all  agree  that  ft  ought  to  be  re- 
duced. Now  it  flecms  to  be  a  question  of  peculiar  pro- 
priety, wlule  we  are  considering  on  what  objects  of  gene- 
ral use  the  taxes  can  most  advanti^eoualy  be  reduced, 
that  we  should  take  into  consideration  the  tax  on  news- 
papera,  from  which  the  people  derive  their  principal 
mfomtation  relative  to  the  progress  of  public  afiaira. 
It  is  a  nutter  of  no  importance  to  me,  while  you  draw 
money  from  me  for  support  of  the  Government,  whether 
you  mv  it  in  the  forai  of  a  tax  on  newspapers,  or  aa^ 
other  artide;  but  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  it  is 
otfierwiae.  TMs  waa  a  tax,  said  Mr.  which  fell  uiw 
jusdy  on  the  poor  man  as  well  as  the  rich;  for,  in  cfiect, 
the  tax  on  newspapers  was  a  tax  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  the  article.  It  operated  more  unjustly  than  the 
itamp  duty  in  England  on  newspapcn,  to  which  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee  referred,  and  which  was  so  celebrated 
as  one  of  the  six  acU  that  rendered  the  CasHeMagh  ad 
ndnisteation  so  unpopular.  In  England  there  was  a  cer- 
tain duty  on  newspaper^  and  a  ceruin  duty  on  every  ad- 
vertiaement  ioserted  in  them.  He  had  a  copy  of  the  Lon- 
don Courier,  contuning  a  lAatement  made  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  mm  wtuch  the  whole  amount  of  the 
duties  could  be  correctly  ascertained. 

[Mr.  C.  here  read  the  statement,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  amount  of  duties  levied  in  Ei^nd  on 
nevr^pers,  pamphlets,  and  advertisements,  waa  two  mil- 
Uon  nine  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-right  dollars.  ] 

This,  said  Mr.C,  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  tax  on  the 
press,  imposed  by  one  of  the  celebrated  six  acts  of  the 
Castlereagh  administration,  that  had  been  denounced  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons  as  one  of  the  most  tyran- 
mcal,  most  opptesuve,  and  moat  destructive  to  the  nber- 
tiea  of  the  pres^  niee  the  act  ^  the  censofship  of  the 
press,  which  vrasab^shed  in  1694.  It  waa,  by  Mr.  Hume, 
in  the  House  of  Coonnons,  lately  denounced  as  not  less 
tyranntcal  than  those  ordinances  for  which  Ciiarki  X  waa 
hurled  from  hii  throne.  You  see,  said  Mr.  C.,  the  amount 
of  taxi  and  is  it  not  strange  that  a  people  groaning  under 
so  intcderable  a  load  of  taxation,  should  have  complained 
of  a  tax  of  only  three  millions,  comparatively  so  trifling, 
eonndering  the  number  and  amount  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed on  raem^  Mr>  C  obaerreddmt,  of  the  whole  sum 
of  nearly  tltfee  nulBonsof  dollar* raised  in  England,  only 
iU»out  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  were  obtamed  by  the 
stamp  tax  on  newspapers  alone;  and  to  show  the  gentleman 
from  TennesKC  whatlittle  merit  there  was  in  the  example 
which  had  been  referred  to  by  that  gentleman,  he  invited 
his  attention  to  the  odium  with  wbicb  that  example  had 
ever  been  regarded,  small  as  the  tox  appeared  when  com- 
pared with  other  taxes  there,  and  to  the  bitter  hostility 
with  which  it  wai  constantly  assailed  in  England  by  every 
rMl  friaid  to  the  freedom  of  the  press  in  tliat  country. 

[Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  injustice 
and  inequality  of  the  tax  in  thia  country,  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  the  article,  ^ving  his  objections  to  the  im- 
potttion  of  a  tax,  only  one  half  of  which  went  into  the 
revenue,  while  the  other  half  went  to  compensate  the 
deputy  poatmaatera  for  collecting  it  It  wu  onerous  on 
tike  litetvture  of  the  countiy,  he  sud,  if  we  conuder  the 
amount  tX  the  tax,  deemed  so  trifling  by  the  Senator  from 
Tenneaeet  but,  as  r^^uded  the  principle  he  would  much 
prefisr  the  British  plan  of  taxation.] 

It  had  been  recently  proposed  in  England  to  adopt  our 
system,  and  tax  the  poetage  on  each  newq>aper;  but  the 
ma  really  adrocated  by  no  party,  was 


opposed  by  those  who  stood  up  for  tite  Gber^  of  dw 
press,  as  oppressive  and  impohtic,  and  was  finlly  re- 
jected. [Mr.  C.  then  read  m>ra  one  of  the  Englisb  r- 
views  an  article  on  the  subject,  in  whidi  the  writer,  after 
exporing  the  oppression  and  injustice  of  the  eristiiigtix, 
ends  by  recommending  on  ad  viJorem  dn^  on  every  news- 
paper issued  from  the  press.]  This,  said  Mr- C,  wueoiHi- 
dered  0iere  aa  the  moat  equitable  system  of  taxation;  but 
the  venr  one  to  which  we  adhere,  and  wtuch  never  wis 
justified,  except  for  the  exigencies  of  war,  is  viewed  b 
England  as  the  most  obnoxious  of  alL 

Mr.  C.  held  it  as  essentially  necessary  for  the  preterrt- 
tion  of  a  free  press  that  it  should  be  free  from  tiie  ahackki 
of  Executive  mfluence  and  Execetive  patroiuge.  PUce, 
said  he,  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  befm  joa, 
the  whole  prtn  of  the  coanti7  on  the  aamc  footing,  ud 
the  must  effectual  measures  are  taken  to  remedy  and  pre- 
vent the  evit  It  eould  not  be'denied  that  a  pennoned 
press  was  supported  throughout  the  country,  and  pieced 
to  sustain  the  party  in  power.  Such  were  the  declin- 
tions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  belonged  to 
that  par^.  He  would  take  them  on  bis  assotioiu,  ud 
put  it  to  ue  Senate  whether  it  waa  not  time  to  urest  the 
abuse.  He  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senalebjr 
reading  the  celebrated  report  of  the  RetrendnamtCeu- 
ndttee,  in  wtuch  tiie  aabsidiziag  of  the  press  is  so  itroi^ 
reprobated,  but  he  would  merely  ask  gentlemen's  itten- 
tion  to  it,  and  call  upon  them  to  adopt  the  amendment  u 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  suppressing  the  abusci  the  re- 
port complained  of.  The  gentleman  from  Kentuck)'  hid 
said,  that,  owing  to  the  heavy  tax  on  the  postage  of  newi- 
papers^  a  press  could  not  be  sustained  here,  atthe  ustof 
Government,  without  the  patronage  of  the  Govemment 
TluB,  indeed,  was  a  melancholy  truth,  and  it  was  equxUy 
true  that  a  press  always  would  be  sustained  here  by  thtt 
very  patronage.  Ii>uie  recess  of  Congress,  those  who 
have  ^e  franking  privilege  will,  at  sU  times,  as  thej  alwi^ 
have,  exercise  it  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  themiclves 
in  power.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that,  last  sunrnwr, 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  Globe  were  frank- 
ed all  over  tlie  oountYy  i  and  did  not  that  give  to  ttwt  paper 
an  advantage  over  an  (^lers?  Nine  thousand  postimiter* 
are  now  scattered  throughout  the  Union,  each  of  vbon 
has  the  privilege  of  sending  withont  charge  any  news- 
papers which  sustwi  in  power  those  at  whose  wil)  and 
pleasure  these  post  offices  are  held.  How  many  secrets- 
ries,  auditors,  comptrollers,  and  officers  in  the  post  office 
here,  exercise  this  franking  privilege,  eveiy  year,  to  keep 
thenuelves  in  power?  In  England,  the  crown  i*  exempt 
from  taxation;  but  the  privilege  is  odious  there.  Destroj 
the  monopoly  which  is  tiere  enjcwed  by  the  pennoiwd 
press,  hyputtingattthepapersofthe  country  on  an  equd 
footing,  ud  you  will  do  more  to  remedy  the  evil  than  yoa 
can  do  in  any  other  way.  ,  Mr.  C.  had  before  referred  (o 
the  unpopularity  of  Lord  Castlereagfa's  adminuitntioDi 
and  he  knew  no  better  cause  for  his  lordship's  cutting  ha 
own  throat,  than  the  just  odium  consequent  upon  the 
celebrated  * '  six  acta"  ot  1819,  of  irtiich  that  to  tax  the  press 
is  onei  and  he  would  now  refer  to  what  waa  said  in  F^rGi- 
ment,  in  debate,  by  Mr.  Banks,  one  of  itssuppoiters. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  mode  of  argument  by  'mmk 
that  bill  was  sustained,,  I  give  you  hia  words; 

"  It  was  the  duty  of  Partiament^-s  pressing  andtmpers- 
tive  duty — to  lay  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the  eril,  to  sup- 
press the  press — ^be  meant  the  abuse  of  the  pre»-u> 
abuse  which,  if  not  suppressed,  would,  ere  long,  orer 
throw  every  eatabUsbment  in  the  country.  One  grnt 
source  of  the  evil  was  the  extent  to  wlHdi  the  geocra 
education  of  the  lower  dssaes  had  l>een  carried,  sad 
which  certainly  tended  to  the  establishment  of  a  stale  of 
society  not  contemplated  in  former  times.  To  tn\xtf^ 
tlie  undemanding  of  the  peinle— ^  give  them  capsn- 
ties  for  the  reception  of  knowledge,  waa  worse  than  use- 
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leub  unleM  especial  care  was  taken  wbat  kind  oF  know- 
ledge  was  communicated  to  them." 

Proceeding  to  point  out  erroneous  knowledge  as  the 
evil  resulting  from  the  liberty  of  the  press,  he  saya: 

**  This  is  the  mischief,  ana  it  behooves  the  Legislature 
to  take  great  care  what  issues  from  the  press,  at  a  period 
when  tfie  people  at  hu^  were  so  capi^le  of  comprehend- 
ing die  inrorination,  salatsry  or  perniciotUt  that  was  im- 
parted to  them.  The  exi^ng  ntuation  of  things  bad 
never  before  been  known  in  any  age  or  countir." 

Now,  said  Ur.  C-,  there  was  nothing  paraHel  to  till*  in 
this  country,  and  the  only  question  was,  on  what  princi- 
ple the  tax  on  newspapers^  so  heavy  at  it  was,  could  be 
justified,  unless  it  waa  for  the  exigencies  incident  toa  state 
of  war,  in  which  case,  he  admitted,  extraordinary  taxes  must 
h.t  levied.  Alt  agreed  that  our  revenue  it  more  than  is 
wanted;  and  will  you.  sud  be,  establish  the  principle  ilut 
it  is  right  to  dnw  revenue  iVom  such  a  source,  unless  for 
the  emergenciesof  tlie  Government'  Look  tothe  princi- 
.  pie  involved,  said  he,  for  the  day  may  come  when  more 
dangers  will  result  from  it  than  from  the  celebrated  stamp 
tax  before  referred  to.  Let  us  look  at  things  as  they  exist, 
and  see  the  connexion  between  the  post  office  and  the 
press,  and  how  that  department  possesses  the  power  to 
control  and  corrupt  It  Without  calUng  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  any  pulicular  case,  it  waa  nifficiettt  for  bis 
putpoee  to  point  out  in  wbat  way  the  department  pos- 
aeased  this  power.  First,  by  appointing  printers  to  office. 
This  waa  not  now  unfodiionable,  though  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  Jeffersonian  school.  He  found,  in  look- 
ing into  the  memoirs  of  lliat  great  man,  that,  on  the  14tli 
Hay,  1801,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Macon,  be  says:  "Avery 
early  recommendation  had  been  given  to  the  Postmaster 
General  to  employ  no  printer  in  any  of  his  offices}"  and 
he  elsewhere  directs  that  no  printer  shall  have  any  con- 
nexion with  the  post  office^"  not  even  so  much  as  to  carry 
the  maiL"  Tliat  was  the  Jeffersonian  creed.  Tlie  depart- 
ment then  had  this  power  of  appointing  printers  to  office. 
Other  gentlemen  could  tell  how  many  printers  had  re- 
ceived appointmenta;  he  could  not,  and  he  did  not  wiali 
to  meddle  with  the  questiont  it  was  enough  that  the  de- 
partment had  the  power.  Secondly,  the  department  could 
give  great  advantages  to  its  friends  over  its  foes  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  The  chief  of  the  department  makes  all  mail  con- 
tracts, afler  publicly  advertising  the  contracts  to  the  low- 
est bidder.  Now,  if  you  will  look  at  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  last  ses»on,  you  will 
&nd  that  there  were  no  less  than  eighty-three  contract^ 
in  which  the  wont  bida  for  the  Goremment  were  ac- 
cepted. 

It  might  be  yortb  while  for  one  anxious  to  learn  how 
the  department  possessed  the  power  to  do  mischief,  to 
look  at  tlie  reports  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate 
last  year,  stating  the  facts  they  obtained  before  they  re- 
Ksted  iu  tlieir  inquiiy,  under  the  pretext  that  they  could 
disclose  impeachable  matter,  and  inquire  why  A  or  B 
were  preferred  to  C  or  D.  In  a  great  majority  of  cases, 
aays  the  department,  the  "  lowest  bids  were  refused,  be- 
cause Ute  parties  making  them  were  not  sufficiently 
known,  or  sufficiently  recommended."  But  I  will  put  it 
to  the  Senate,  if  there  is  a  better  mode  of  favoring  nvor- 
itea  than  this.  An  allegation  of  tliat  kind  is,  <3mt  that  can 
always  eanly  be  made,  and  hardly  be  put  down.  A  man  may 
have  fifly  letters  from  the  most  respectable  persons,  auH 
yet  be  told  that  he  is  not  sufficiently  known  or  recom- 
mended. The  department  may  also  grant  extra  pay  to 
&vorite  contractors.  Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  another 
mode  in  which  the  department  was  liable  to  commit 
abuses.  There  was  no  detail  given,  nor  ever  had  been, 
of  the  incidental  expenses  of  that  department  Tuuliave, 
said  he,  their  "contingent  expenses,"  for  which  you 
make  annual  appropria^ona;  but  their  "incidental  ex- 
peases'*  wera  notdemyed  out  of  appropriation^  but  out 
Toi.  T1U.--M 


of  the  funds  of  the  department,  and  were  never  known. 
But  last  year,  the  committee  did  getsome  information  with 
respect  to  them.  They  heard  that  they  varied  from  thirty 
thousand  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Ur.  C.  then 
read  fromtlic  report  showing  what  the  incidental  expenses 
of  the  department  wereg  and  went  on  to  show  how  the 
department  tiad  it  in  its  power  to  make  an  improper  use 
of  tbia  fiind.  Sfy  lookhig  at  this  statement,  it  would  be 
found  that'  thousands  were  paid  away  to  agents  employed 
by  the  department  in  riding  through  the  Union,  for  what 
purpose  he  knew  not,  nor  had  the  committee  any  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  But  there  was  another  way  in  which 
some  of  this  money  had  been  expended.  He  recollected 
seeing  it  stated,  last  summer,  that  a  printer  named  Sha- 
dracUPennhad  beensendingtwo  orthree  bushels  of  docu- 
ments through  the  Western  country,  in  defence  of  the 
Post  Office  Departmentt  and,  on  looking  at  the  report, 
he  found  that  the  man  had  not  been  working  for  notningt 
he  had  been  paid,  out  of  this  incidental  fund,  about  twelve 
thousand  dollars;  and  for  what?  They  say  for  printing' 
blanks  for  the  department— may  be  so.  It  might  all  be 
right;  for  he  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  matter  was 
not  susceptible  of  satisnctory  explanation;  though  it  is  said 
this  man  e^ts  a  paper  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  strongly 
supportingthehand  that  feeds  him:  be  had  merely  caliea 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  and  the  like  cases,  to 
show  that  tliia  department  possessed  the  power  to  subsi- 
dize and  pennon  the  press  more  than  any  other  depart* 
ment  in  the  Government.  While  there  were  constant 
struggles  in  our  legislative  halls  to  control  and  prevent  the 
expenditures  of  money,  the  Post  Office  Department  had 
the  power  to  make  these  inodental  expenditures  without 
control,  and  without  being  subject  toany  check  whatever. 
Hr.  C.  then  entered  into  various  arguments  in  support  of 
the  amendment,  shoving  the  benefits  that  would  result 
fhfm  the  free  and  cheap  circula^n  of  intelligence,  and 
the  abuses  that  would  be  corrected  by  Uking  away  the 
power  of  giving  a  fiivored  paper  the  advantage  in  its  cir- 
culation. By  adopting  the  amendment  of  the  Senatcn- 
from  Kentucky,  an  the  papers  would  be  put  on  one  foot- 
ing, and  the  press  which  is  acting  on  prindple  will  be  as 
fairly  sustained  as  the  press  that  is  pensioned.  He  had 
referred  to  Mr.  Jeffersont  and  so  long  as  his  doctrines 
were  conndered  as  orthodox,  tliey  would  sustun  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  in  the  measure  he  had  pro- 
posed. There  were  party  considerations  which  he  would 
not  enter  intoj  but  there  were  others,  not  connected  with 
party,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
Senate.  Ifr.  C.  here  enlarged  on  the  unequal  operation 
of  the  tax  on  newspapers^  &voringUrge  cities,  tothe  pre- 
judice of  the  smaller  towns  and  viUagesi  and  showed  that 
the  fiuiners,  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  were  the  peo- 
ple, above  all  others,  that  the  Le^slature  ought  to  be  the 
moat  anxious  to  enlighten.  He  referred  to  the  message 
of  Freudent  Washington,  strongly  recommendiog  a  mea- 
sure smilar  to  the  one  under  consideration;  and  reviewed 
the  calculations  and  estimates  made  by  Messrs.  Bibb  and 
Gbuitst,  in  order  to  show  that  the  funds  of  the  depart- 
ment Ought  to  be  sufficient  to  sustain  it,  tbouf^  he  ad- 
mitted ttiat  it  had  been  so  administered  as  to  nnk  the 
avdiable  funds  greatly  below  th«r  amount  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839,  and  below  what  they  would  be  under  a  d^> 
ferent  management  of  those  flinds.  At  present,  the  de- 
partment was  a  charge  on  the  treasury,  and  It  would  he  so 
while  appropriations  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand 
dollars  were  to  he  had  tot  the  ftsking,  as  was  the  case  last 
year.  Under  these  circumstances,  die  pretext  for  defeat- 
ing this  most  salutary  measure  was  not  to  be  regarded  as 
of  any  weight.  The  only*questwn  ought  to  be  wlwther  th« 
press  of  the  coun^  was  a  proper  subject  of  taxation  in 
this  form,  and  at  this  period,  when  an  extensive  reduction 
of  the  revenue  was  determined  upon.  General  Waabing- 
ton,  even  while  earnestly  recomineBdSngineasMe«.fartM 
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incretse  of  (he  revenue,  hod  preswd  upon  Congress  the 
abolition  of  the  postage. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  submitted  the  following  amendment: 

And  that  the  following  rates  of  postage  shall  he  charged 
uponasingle  letter  or  sheet,  not  exceeding  40  miles  Sets. 

Over  40,  not  exceed'iig  90  10 

80,         do  150  12^ 

150,         do  300  17 

300,         do  500  30 

500,  35 
in  lieu  of  the  present  rates  of  postige,  being  the  tame  nttes 
of  postage  as  existed  by  Uw  priortothe  year  1816. 

Hr.  P.  said  he  would  make  but  one  remark  in  re- 
lation  to  the  proposition  be  had  submitted.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  were 
raised  to  the  present  amount,  it  was  his  object  to  re- 
duce them  now  to  what  they  stood  at  that  time.  The 
present  rates,  he  said,  were  war  ntesf  for  they  had  been 
raised  to  tlieir  present  hasht  to  help  out  the  expenses 
growing  out  of  the  war;  and  as  (here  was  now  no  reason 
lor  retaining  this  high  tax,  he  thought  a  part  of  it  ought 
to  be  taken  off.  The  tax  on  letters,  he  said,  operated  as 
heavily  as  the  tax  on  newspapers.  It  was  peculiarly 
severe  on  the  people  in  the  section  of  the  country  he 
came  from,  who  corresponded  to  a  conwderable  extent 
with  their  relatives,  so  many  of  whom  had  emigrated  to 
the  Western  couiitr]'. 

Fbibat,  Uat  4. 

FRENCH  COLLEGE. 

Hr.  BENXON  moved  to  postpone  the  previous  orders, 
and  take  up  the  bill  t6  grant  a  township  of  land  -to  the 

French  college  at  St.  Louis;  which  was  agreed  to.  t 

Mr.  POINOEXTER  objected  to  the  bill,  because  it 
went  to  sustain  a  French  establisliment;  and  it  had  been 
the  policy  of  Mr.  JefTerson,  and  it  was  a  wise  poEcy,  to 
endearw  to  amalnmate  the  French  population  in  Ian- 
gua^,  babil^  and  lawi^  with  the  population  of  American 
Ofigm.  He  did  not  therefore  see  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing lands  to  a  foreign  eatabliabment,  by  means  of  which 
tlut  policy  would  be  thwarted. 
On  his  motion,  the  bill  was  then  l«d  on  the  table. 

TARIFF  AND  PUBUC  LANDS. 
Mr.  DtCKER90N  gave  notice  that  the  Committee  on 
ManufiiCtures  having  repCHled  on  all  the  great  subjects 
referred  to  them,  and  having  given  full  time  for  the  Se- 
nafc  to  examine  their  sevei-al  reports,  he  should  ask  the 
Senate,  on  Tuesday  next,  to  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  or 
tile  other  bills,  whichever  the  Senate  might  deem  most 
advisable. 

Mr.  KING  asked  if  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  pro- 
posed to  take  up  the  bill  relative  to  the  public  lands  with 
a  view  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UlCKEKSON  said  it  wiis  not  his  intention  to  make 
such  a  motion.  He  would  be  happy  to  have  the  views  oi 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  upon  the  subject,  and  lie 
hoped  that  the  members  of  that  committee  would  &vor  the 
Senate  with  them  in  some  form. 

Mr.  KING  replied  that,  ip  such  a  ease,  he  should  em- 
brace the  first  opportunity  to  move  that  the  bill  be  taken 
up,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in 
order  that  a  fair  report  miglit  be  made  on  the  subject. 
He  hoped  such  an  oppoTtnniiy  would  offer  before  Tuesday. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  tlial  there  h:id  been  many  important 
duties  confided  to  the  Committee  on  Manufaclures.  They 
were  duties  of  an  arduous  character,  not  sought  for  by  the 
committee,  and  entered  upon  by  them  with  great  reluc- 
tance. At  the  order  of  the  Senate,  however,  they  had 
gone  into  the  consideration  of  the  several  subjects,  and 
had  reported  bills  on  three  important  pcunta.  Above  five, 
nearly  six  months  had  now  elapsed  of  the  Mssion,  and  no 


one  of  the  subjects  which  bad  so  generally  and  deep^ 
agitated  the  country  had  yet  been  disposed  of ;  indeed,  ^ere 
seemed  to  be  nothing  hke  even  an  approximatioDtoacon. 
chiuon.  -  The  committee  having  discharged  their  oncKmi 
duties,  and  relieved  themselves  of  their  responubility,  be 
was  glad  to  hear  the  chairman  express  his  willing^eu  to 
take  up  any  one  of  the  bills  for  discussion.  He  hoped 
that  one  of  them  would  be  taken  up,  discussed,  and  gjone 
through,  in  order  to  quiet,  as  far  as  posnble,  as  far  u  ■ 
deciwon  of  tlutt  body  could  quiet,  the  disturbed  hiin^vX 
the  countty.  He  was  willing  to  take  up  either  of  the 
Kibjecfs.  So  was  the  chairman,  and  so  was  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee:  and  it  had  been  stated  that  if  there 
was  a  diqiosition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  the  lands  bill 
would  be  taken  up.  Nothing  had  as  yet  been  doneinthe 
way  of  examinaCSon  of  that  bill.  The  Senate,  in  its  cor- 
porate  capacity,  had  not  acted  on  it,  or  even  looked  into 
it.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Ahibama  took  fire  at  the  mg- 
gestion  of  the  chairman,  and  staled  his  desire  to  hare  i 
fair  report  on  the  subject.  What  w.i9  this  but  to  impute 
unfairness  to  what  had  not  been  examined?  To  whom  vai 
the  report  unfiiir'  In  what  was  it  un&ir'  Was  it  unfair 
to  the  new  States'  Was  it  unfair  to  the  old  SUtes*  Jo 
whom  was  it  imfair?  It  was  always  easier  to  make  tbin 
tosubstantiateaccumtion.  HewishedtfaeSenatorfronAla- 
bama  would  point  out  where  the  report  was  unftir.  If  he 
could  do  that,  then  there  would  be  just  reason  for  cobi> 
plunt  But  against  this  indiscrimina^ng  warftre  on  a 
measure  which  had  been  reported  on  the  re^wnnlnli^ 
of  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  he  must  enter  Bis  soktaa 
protest. 

He  wished  to  see  the  bill  relative  to  the  tariff  repwted 
by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  by  the  side  of  the 
draught  communicated  by  the  Executive  Department  He 
deured,  he  ardently  wished,  and,  were  it  proper  to  uy 
so,  he  would  challenge  a  comparison  between  the  tvo 
projects.  In  reference  to  tlie  lands  bill,  he  did  not  see 
that,  fur  the  purpose  of  having  the  views  of  the  Coaimitlte 
on  Public  Lands,  it  was  necessary  to  refer  it  to  them  in  » 
formal  manner.  He  had  no  recollection  of  sdch  a  course  in 
parliamentary  history,  where  a  bill  reported  by  a  standinr 
committee  w.-\s  thus'taken  out  of  their  hands,  and  rcferrco 
to  a  different  committee— «nd  for  what?  That  the  otha 
conmdttee  might  present  different  and  oppovtc  views  of 
the  subject.  What  then  would  follow?  If  tiiis  second 
committee  presented  other  views,  the  subject  mig^it  be 
sent  to  a  third  committee.  What  did  gentlemen  intend 
to  do?  What  course  did  they  mean  to  pursue  as  to  the 
disposal  of  this  great  national  property?  The  Committee 
on  Public  Lan&  were  fully  competent  to  present  their 
views  on  the  subject.  Did  they  wish  to  reduce  tlie  pnce 
of  public  lands?  Let  them  propose  it.  Did  ihey  wish  to 
sun-enderthemtothe  States*  Let  them  propose  it  Thtx 
propositions  would  be  in  no  way  incompatible  with  the  con- 
sideration ofthe  report  Ifthey  desired  to  amend  the  billi 
let  them  prepare  their  amendment,  Bi>d  lay  it  on  thetibUi 
let  he  printed  and  seen.  If  they  had  an  ai^mei»tati«  re- 
port, let  it  be  prepared,  exhibited,  and  circulated.  He 
was  wilting  to  vote  for  the  printing  of  10,000,  90,000,  Ktf 
number  of  such  a  document,  when  it  sliould  be  presented. 
But  he  could  not  sit  still  in  his  place,  and  hear  the  reiten- 
tion,  again  and  again,  that  the  Committee  on  Manu&cturei 
had  presented  an  unfair  report. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  Senate  now  take  up  thebJI, 
in  order  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lawb,  but 
the  mot'.on  was  negatived — ^>-eafl  17,  ns^  31. 

POSTAGES  AND  THE  POST  OFFtCE. 

The  Senate  then  again  took  up  the  bill  to  cstsblisbKi" 
t^n  post  rosds  and  discontinue  others. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  withdrew  his  amendment  concemms 
the  reduction  of  letter  postage,  as  he  did  not  wish  lo  e"-' 
hnrraw  the  amrndmont  of  the  Senator  from  Kenluciy- 
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Mr.  GRUNDY  resumed  his  opposition  to  the  amentl- 
ment;  and  Bpoke  for  nearly  two  hours,  to  show  the  mabi- 
litjr  of  the  department  to  meet  thi  loss  of  revenue  vhich 
mast  be  the  consequence  of  the  mdoption  of  the  amend- 
ment He  stated  that  he  had  underrated  the  additional 
expenditnre  which  would  be  caused  to  the  department  by 
the  passa^  of  this  bill.  He  had  observed,  yesterday, 
that  the  amount  miglit  be  taken  at  not  less  than  a  horse 
mail  once  a  week  for  each  of  tlie  20,000  miles,  and  that, 
estimating-  the  expense  of  this  mail  at  five  dollars  a  mile, 
the  aggregate  would  be  100,000  dollars  added  to  the  an- 
nual expenditure.  In  reference  to  the  report  of  the  de- 
partment,  he  found  that  a  horse  mail  had  always  cost 
eleren  doflars  instead  of  fire  dollars  a  mile,  consequently 
the  ad£tional  expen^ture  caused  by  the'hill  would  be 
230,000  instead  of  10Q,000 dollars.  He  thought  that  the 
proponlion  was  of  too  much  importance  to  be  engrafted 
on  this  bill,  and  that  it  should  be  presented  in  a  distinct 
form  and  a  separate  bill.  He  repeated  his  objections  to 
an  abcditlon  of  the  posta^  on  foreign  papers,  as  it  would 
destroy  those  village  Journals  which  are  supported  by  the 
domestic  industry  of  the  -State,  and  Vould  bring  bank- 
rupt^ orrthe  department. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  felt  some  commiseration  fbr  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  GariTBT,]  for  he  appeared 
to  argue  all  along  as  if  he  was  conscious  that  he  was  on 
the  wrong  side.  1  never  knew  him,  said  Mr.*  II.,  labor  so 
hard  to  make  out  even  a  plausible  case.  He  went  round 
and  ronnd  the  stibjecl,  as  though  afraid  to  toucli  it,  and 
in  thia  he  proved  his  prudence,  for,  in  trutli,  the  wider 
he  was  from  it,  the  better  his  xpeech.  Btit,  after  all,  said 
Mr.  H.,  it  was  a  very  good  speech,  and  oiieht  to  be  pre- 
served, from  motives  of  economy — for  it  will  fit  any  other 
subject  as  well  as  this,  to  ssy  the  least.  Now,  sa,  to 
have  such  a  speecli  on  hniid,  when  time  presses,  or  ideas 
are  scarce,  is  a  stock  in  trade,  a  reserved  fund,  which  may 
serve  to  save  a  man  from  bankruptcy.  And  should  we 
h«Te  it  i^^n,  before  the  session  closes,  in  some  form  or 
ottier,  it  will  not  be  matter  of  surprise.  The  object  of 
Ae  Senator  appearing  to  be  not  so  much  to  prove  that 
6ie  repeal  (^the  post^  on  newspapers  would  be  impro- 
per, as  to  stistain  the  Post  OAce  Depai'tment  ^inst  cer- 
tain charges  under  which  it  has  labored  since  an  examina- 
tion of  last  session. 


and  the  income  of  new  routes,  and  the  surplus  on  hand,  it 
seems  strange,  indeed,  that  this  paltry  sum  cannot  be  spar- 
ed. Indeed,  you  admitasurplus  now  or$210,000;  and  pray, 
why  notspare  half  of  this^  Risaaid  that  the  new  routes  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  will  cost  960,000.  Be  it  so,  and  you  \riU 
then  have  a  surplus  quite  sufEcient.  But  your  new  routes 
will  not  commence  until  January,  1833,  and  no  expense 
consequently  for  the  first  six  months — and  will  these  new 
routes  yield  no  profits?  Sir,  take  the  Senator's  own  pre- 
mises, and  the  newspaper  postage  is  totally  unnecessary. 

But  the  Senator  assumes  that  to  repeal  the  postage  is 
to  tax  the  people — a  very  extraordinary  proposition,  and 
one  which  would  extort  a  smile  from  a  very  grave  .sort  of 
a  man.  From  what  sort  of  premises,  or  by  what  kind  of 
calculation,  he  comes  to  this  conclusion,  X  am  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  perceive.  Every  man  who  pays  one  cent  on  each 
paper  coming  from  any  place  within  the  State,  or  within 
one  hundred  miles,  knows  full  well  that  for  two  papers  each 
week  he  pays  a  tax  of  $1  04  per  yenr,  and  for  more  re- 
mote papers  $1  56  per  year.  Kow,  If  this  transporUtion 
costs  nothing,  why  does  he  not  giun  annually  11  04  in  Uie 
one  case,  and  JI  56  in  the  other?  Will  the  editors  of 
newspapers  chai^  these  sums  to  their  customers,  and 
pocket  this  gain  to  tiiemselves?  Not  so.  Repeal  the 
postage,  and  more  papers  will  be  taken,  the  demand  will 
increase  with  the  ftcility,  a  competition  among  printers 
will  keep  down  the  prices,  they  can  afford  to  sell  cheaper 
because  they  sell  moret  and  whoever  takes  a  newspaper 
will  save  the  w&olc  amount  of  the  postage.  Now,  among 
people  in  the  country,  thia  is  no  small  affair.  A  fiu-mer 
can  j)9y  for  hia  paper  in  woodr  lumber,  and  provisions, 
which  he  can  well  spare,  without feefing  it.  Butthe  post- 
age is  cash,  and  many  can  more  easily-  pay  two  dollars  for 
their  paper  than  one  dollar  for  the  postage.  T  appeal  to 
every  man  who  takes  a  village  or  countiy  paper,  for  the 
truth  of  what  I  have  stated. 

But  the  Senator  contends  that  if  you  repeal  this  postage 
you  encourage  pq>ers  from  abroad,  or  fbreign  pa- 
pers, as  he  terms  them,  at  the  expense  and  discounge- 
ment  of  those  in  our  own  vicinity.  Now,  how  is  this?  In 
my  view,  the  postage  on  the  former  is  now  less  than  that 
on  the  latter.  You  take  a  semi-weeklj-  paper  from  abroad, 
from  Washington,  for  example,  and  it  costs  you  five  dol- 
lars— you  would  not  take  one  which  would  costless — the 
postage  is  jSl  56  per  year.    You  take  one  within  your  own 


The  Senator  even  upbraids  ns  for  attempting  to  dimin-  _  .  ,  ,  ^ 
ish  the  fonds  of  a  department,  whicli  last  winter  we  stated  Stale,  which  would  cost  you  $2  50,  or  near  home,  and  its 
to  be  on  the  verge  of  bankniptcy.  It  may  be  that  this  postage  is  $1  04;  so  that  the  domestic  paper  pays  now  the 
department  has  profited  by  the  scrutiny  of  last  winter,  and  highest  tax,  and  in  the  same  proportion  would  be  relieved 
has  consequently  indulged  in  leas  prodigality.    It  may  be  by  the  repeal. 

that  new  acilities  have  produced  additional  income.  But  Apprehending  that  a  repeal  of  the  postage  would  en- 
be  its  management  what  it  mayj  let  its  funds  be  inadc-  courage  the  foreign  at  the  expense  of  the  domestic  news- 
quate  to  its  purposes,  still,  if  this  tax  on  newspapers  is  un-  paper,  the  Senator  would  retain  it,  as  a  protection  to  the 
equal,  unjust,  and'  impolitic,  repeal  it,  I  say,  and  supply  domestic  product.  Very  well!  His  conclusion  would 
the  deficiency  from  the  treasury.  be  sound  were  his  premises  tniei  and  we  congratulate  the 

But  is  not  this  reproach  upo'n  us,  even  if  just,  a  two-  .friends  of  the  "  American  ^stem,"  that  the  Sijnator  has 
cd^dsword^  cutting  the  advocates  as  well  as  the  oppos-  come  over.  It  is  certainly  a  great  acquisition  to  their 
ers  of  this  department?  The  Senator  statwM  that  the  mi- 1  strength,  and  indicates,  moreover,  that  the  administration 
nori^  of  .the  Cotnmittee  of  Inquiry  (the  Senator  from  i  with  whom  that  Senator  stands  well,  is^  also  inclining  this 
Delaware,  and  myself)  insisted  that  the  ftinds  of  the  de-  way.  This  is,  indeed,  a  strong  indication;  for,  if 'the  Se- 
ptrtment  were  inadequate,  and  had  been  wantonly  wasted,  nator  would  discriminate  in  favor  of  a  State  against  other 
We  reply  that  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  espe-  States  or  Territories,  he  would  much  more  aid  and  en- 
cially  the  Senator  fromTennessee,  insisted,  and  strenuously  courage  domestic  againsl  foreign  productions.  This  b  a 
urged,  that  they  were  ample  and  superabundant,  and  lie  change,  as  interesting  as  it  is  sudden  and  unexpected.  I 
is  now  afraid  to  dispense  with -$106,000,  lest  this  verv  have  before  me  his  speech  on  the  tariff.  In  which  he  roeaks 
flourishing  department  should  become  bankrupt.  If  this  { of  his  own  opimons  and  those  of  the  Preudent,  and  indi* 
•mn  cannot  b 
fund,  on  Mr. 
three  hundred 

dignity  somewhere.  Besides,  while  boastmg  of  the  flou-  which  would  be  "judicious"  north  of  "  Mason  and  Dix- 
rishingcondition(^theP08tOfficeDepartment,lastwintcr,  on's  line,"  would  be  very  "injudicious"  to  the  south  of 
you  contrived,  nevertheless,  to  dip  into  the  general  ap-  it,  and  so  vice  versa.  Indeed,  the  President's  notion  of  **a 
propriation  bill  fbr  its  benefit  about  $20,000  over  and  judicious  tarifP*  seems  to  be  that  he  should  be  as  equiro- 
above  the  onfinary  allowance.    With  all  tiiese  facilities,  ;m1  and  mysterious  on  the  subject  u  j^oadble,  uatu  anet 
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the  next  election.    We  hope,  however,  that  the  Senator's  to  penonal  pxrtialitiet  »nd  local  iotemts — South  CuaU- 


converaon  is  •inccre,  and  will  be  permanent.  With  hta 
talent!  and  hu  influence  with  the  people  and  the  Executive, 
hto  change  ii  certaiidr  matter  of  much  congratulation. 

Still  we  must  be  allowed  to  express  our  belief  that  in 
Uie  present  case  he  makes  a  very  bad  application  of  the 
protective  system.  It  seems  to  me  it  has  been  proved 
that  the  repeal  would  be  most  favorable  to  the  local  or 
nlla^  papers.  1  confess  that  the  objection  was  more 
puenle  and  less  statesmanlilEe  than  any  I  had  ever  heard 
fnm  that  SenatOTt  that  the  prenuses  were  untrue,  and*  if 
true,  the  conclusion  would  have  been  totallj  onsourid. 
Newspaper  information  should  be  selected  or  manuActiir- 
ed  at  home,  by  the  neighborhood  editors,  and  served  up 
to  the  neighbors  as  shall  suit  thetr  tastes  (tf  appetites! 
One,  and  a  principal  object  of  a  newspaper,  I  had 
thought,  is  to  convey  news.  News  must  from  its  nature 
be  foreign,  or  come  from  abroad.  Does  the  Senator  mean 
that  this  also  should  be  of  domestic  growth  or  manufac- 
ture, lest  the  foreign  should  pervert  or  comipt  the  minds 
of  the  people?  The  idea  that  news  should  not  come  to 
the  people  from  ^road,  or,  if  it  does,  that  it  should  be  first 
fashioned,  fitted,  and  pruned  by  a  villaj^  editor,  before 
it  would  be  safe  for  the  people  to  see  it,  is  a  caprice  so 
bordering  on  the  ridiculous  that  I  can  hardly  treat  it 
seriously. 

And  as  to  the  poUtical  oiatters  usually  discussed  in  news- 
papers, is  it  innsted  that  these  shall  be  locals  Would  the 
Senator  circulate  local  or  State  politics  only?  Would  he 
inculcate  a  clannish  s^rit,  magnifying  State  rights  and  in- ' 
fltitutions,  and  excludiog  every  thing  fMeral  or  national? 
Why  should  not  his  constituents  have  an  equal  chance  to 
learn  the  national  doctrines  emanating  from  this  city,  as 
the  localinterestaand  principles  oftheir  own  State?  While 
our  Government  remains  what  it  is,  instruction  upon  both 
these  points  is  essential  to  preserve  the  balance  and  per- 
patuate  the  Umon.  But  if  his  fear  of  £stant  nenrspupers 
were  well  grounded,  why  not  repeal  the  postage  on  the 
domestic,  or  those  in  the  vicinify,  and  let  the  rest  remain  > 
This  would  be  acting  up  to  the  argument — here  the  pro- 
ftssion  and  practice  would  concur.  But  nothing  of^this 
U  proposed,  and  false  alarm  is  sounded  that  the  small  edi- 
tors are  in  danger,  when  the  very  protection  which  they 
want  is  der^ed  them.  But  do  not  these  editors  understand 
their  own  interests?  Do  they  believe  that  to  repeal  the 
postage  Is  taxing  them?  Sir,  among  the  local  editors,  so 
nr  as  I  can  Icam,  there  is  but  one  opinion,  and  that  is  in 
favor  of  the  repeal.  They  know  full  well  that  in  no  sense, 
shape,  or  form,  can  tliis  tax  benefit  them.  Still  this  is  but 
a  wnall  branch  of  the  subject  It  is  not  the  interests  of 
editors  which  we  are  to  consult  chiefly.  Newspapers 
should  be,  and  without  pensions  and  patronage  would  be, 
valuable,  easy,  and  reasonable  means  of  instruction,  cal- 
culated to  teach  the  people  tlieir  riglits,  and  how  to  pre- 
serve them.  Introduce  a  fitir  and  active  competition  in 
the  profesuon,  and  among  the  different  partisans,  allow- 
ing no  advantg^  to  no  one  which  is  witoheld  from  the 
others,  and  the  sources  and  channels  of  infbrmatiun 
will  becorne  purified  by  a  wholesome  and  salutary  action 
and  reaction. 

This  would  be  especially  exemplified  in  the  competition 
between  distant  and  neighborhood  papers.  'I'hat  both 
have  difTerent  offices  to  perform,  we  have  shown.  There 
will  and  ^ould  be  localpartiaHties  and  interests  to  be  sustain- 
edf  and  it  is  no  less  true  that  it  is  die  essence  of  our  Govern- 
ment that  these  must  yield,  in  a  measure,  to  motives  of 
general  policy.  Without  such  views,  inculcated  by  such 
means,  each  State  would  very  soon  become  clannish,  and 
regardless  of  all  interest  but  her  own,  and  nullification  as 
now  professed  in  some  of  the  States  would  be  practised 
in  all.  Confine  each  State  to  its  own  roads  and  its  own  poli- 
tica,  and  your  Union  would  exhibit  the  most  ridiculous 
abMirdiQ'  of  clashing  and  (Uscordant  viev^  each  clinging 


na,  Calhoun  and  cotton — Tennessee,  Jackson,  cottui  snd 
wfxd — Missouri,  lead  and  Jdinaop — ^Kentuc^,  Chff  snd 
cotton  bagging — Virginia,  Bariiour  and  tobacco— Pci» 
sylvania,  inm  and  Wilkin»— New  York,  "^XMlsof  victo- 
ry" of  evefy  sort— UassachusetU  and  other  New  Engbitd 
States,  Clay,  cotton  factories,  and  codfish — and  lo  on,  snd 
BO  forth.  Sir,  without  concert,  tlie  wheels  would  stop; 
and  without  information,  general  as  weU  as  local,  younem 
could  act  in  concert  We  have  a  striking  lUustrstian 
before  us,  in  the  splendid  convention  now  held  in  tbii  city, 
of  young  men,  ttieir  country's  fondest,  Imghtect  hopes. 
It  is  to  effect  this  very  concert  on  a  great  natumal  inject, 
that  they  have  assembled  from  all  parts  of  tUs  vast  goub* 
try,  to  interchange  sentiments,  mingleTeelings^  sotrtDder 
attachments,  sacrifice  prejudices,  and  compronuse  cm- 
flictinff  interests,  for  the  general  good.  May  the  reiuk 
of  thetr  labors  prove  the  lasting  honor,  liberty,  and  unioa 
of  our  countT}-. 

Is  it  not  posuble,  air,  that  this  aversion  to  dirtant  aem- 
paper%  so  aemitively  expressed  by  the  3enatorfiranTc»- 
oessee,  may  arise  from  a  mori}id  sensibility  ?  Ihy  he  do^ 
at  this  time,  be  a  little  hallucinated?  It  may  be  thit,  it 
this  time,  newspapers  at  home  may  serve  him  better  thu 
those  from  abroad.  An  election,  interesting  to  him  as  well 
as  to  us  all,  is  soon  to  he  held  in  his  State,  in  which  it  mj 
be  appreltended  th^  a  certain  "  malign  influence"  here 
may  operate  lo  counteract  a  wholesome  local  influeaoe 
there,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  interest  and  wdltfe. 
If  he  can  be  governed  at  all  by  such  af>prehennoni,  it  mj 
Account,  in  stwae  measure,  for  his  strange  antipathy  lodis- 
tant  newspapers,  and  his  ver>'  extr»(»dinaiy  Ksr  (sgunrt 
all  reason  j  that  the  repeal  of  tiie  postage  will  be  cxdii- 
uvely  prejudicial  to  those  that  are  local. 

The  Senator  supposes  another  danger  growing  oot  of 
this  repeal;  and  what  is  it?  The  United  States' Bai^nug^ 
profit  by  it  to  influence  the  press!  Though  this  bsnk  Is 
made  the  "bugbear,"  the  "raw  head  and bUwdy  boae^ 
for  almost  every  thing,  yet  It  would  require  an  extrsoidi- 
nary  stretch  of  a  very  eustic  imagination  to  conceive  how 
a  repeal  of  the  postage  fm  newspapers  would  give  to  say 
bank  an  influence  over  the  press.  It  would  seem  to  Be 
that  the  cheaper  you  make  new^>aper%  the  greater  tbtir 
diffusion,  and  consequently  the  less  danger  <h  their  bdig 
bou|^tt  yp  and  perverted,  and  tiuis  bestowed  on  the  people 
to  corrupt  them.  A  bank,  to  corrupt  pubUc  opinion  by  tke 
press,  must  be  able  to  control  the  circulation  and  the  cofr 
tents.  If  other  papers,  free  from  a  corrupt  influenecsie 
easily  and  cheaply  obtiuncd,  most  assuredly  the  pqlhittd 
papers  would  be  in  less  demand  and  circdlation. 

If  you  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  ^  bank  or  the  Go- 
vernment to  circulate  tlieir  own  infurnHLtion  for  their  own 
purnosL-s,  make  newspapers  generall/  asscarce  andasdif- 
ficult  of  attainment  as  pos«blu.  )r  yott  would 
the  public  information  to  pervert  tit  c<«nipt  their  nisd^ 
let  idl  other  information  on  the  aanie  subject  be  sop- 
pressed. 

Now,  should  a  banking  corporation,  with  a  capitu  » 
$35,000,000,  design  to  operate  upon  public  opiwon,  and 
to  tliis  end  purchase  the  priocipaJ  prenes  of  the  eoavtrj, 
would  a  ceut  or  a  cent  and  a  half  postage  on  etch 
deter  tlie'm?  No  such  corrupt  design  would  be  iawpoe* 
but  to  accomplislisome  great  purposes.  Wouldthispo* 
age,  the  merest  trifle  to  them,  be  a  stumbliMp*loeki««« 
way  of  tiidr  deugn?  The  argument  of  the  8enst«» 
this—make  newspapers  dear,  to  prevent  the  weahhy  fro» 

fiurchanng  them  up  to  corrupt  uie  people;  mine  is  '^'^ 
y  the  reverse — make  them  cheap,  and  the  poor  can 
them' for  themselves  untainted— make  them  dear, 
wealthy  might  then  buy  them  to  coi-rupt  the 
couW  not  yet  them  any  other  way.    The  whole  «  »* 
insinuation  m  regard  to  tlie  bank  u  the  mereA  iOnnon-- 
,  the  auppoution  of  danger  is  pitifiil,  and  the  r^ncdy  u  vat 
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pitiiul  rtiU.  Tu  newapapen  with  postage,  to  nve  the 
pre«  front  oamiption!  Ttua  w  the  eniTC  retioiung  of  a 
mve  and  rererend  Senator!  Alasl  what  next?  Sir,  when 
uw  Pre^dent't  scheme  dull  hare  been  accomplished,  and 
Iris  object  realized,  and  this  hank  shall  be  broken  down 
by  insinuatioaa  and  sarmiBes  thrown  out  agunst  it,  here 
and  elsewhere,  and  there  shall  be  erected  on  its  ruins  one 
established  on  the  pubUo  revenues,  the  stock  taken  under 
the  &Torable  Erection  of  the  admimstntioni  and  the  offi- 
cera  be  of  Executive  appwitment,  and  subject  to  Exeeu- 
tive  control,  we  may  then  benn  to  apprehend  an  influ- 
enoe,  not  over  the  press  merely,  but  operating  upon  every 
free  instHutmn  of  tae  country.  Sir,  when  thia  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ia  brought  into  view,  whether  abruptly 
or  not,  it  b  not  ajnias  to  glance  at  the  whole  design,  and 
to  reflect  that  some  such  institution  is  indispensable,  and 
to  look  at  the  monster  proposed  as  a  substlbite.-  Destroy 
Che  bank,  and  erect  this  swstitute  on  its  nuns,  and  the 
corruptioD  of  the  press,  and  evety  thing  elae,  will  be  no 
dow  process— 4t  will  ^read  like  a  gugren^  wad  destroy 
Uke  a  pestilence. 

But  it  is  objected  that  the  department  cannot  afford  to 
dispense  with  this  postage,  unless  you  draw  from  the  trej^ 
•ury.  But  you  draw  from  the  treasury  at  any  rate.  From 
sixty  to  eighty  thousand  dollars  are  annually  appropriated 
for  thia  dcpartmentt  yet  you  object  to  drawing  nom  the 
treasury.  If,  indeed,  you  draw  more  ftvm  the  treasury 
than  heretofore,  let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  former 
■dmiiustrations  of  this  department,  lat^  sums  were  paid 
into  treasury,  which  now  may  be  justly  withdrawn, 
even  upon  the  bypotheus  that  the  department  ought  to 
maintain  itself. 

But,  sir,  what  is  meant?  Whatii  the  reason  that  **the 
PoatOfficeDepartmentshouldmuntainitself?"  Suppose 
ao  tax  were  oeceaaary  for  any  other  purpose  of  Govem- 
menti  auppoae  our  accraing  funds  were  more  than  Mffi> 
cient  for  all  other  ^sbursements:  will  it  be  said  that  the 
people  shall  be  taxed  to  muntain  this?  Is  thia  a  tax  so 
desirable,  so  benefical  to  him.  who  pays,  that  he  must  pay 
it  for  his  own  good,  whether  he  want  it  or  not?  I'hts 
department  is  estabUshed  for  the  public  benefit^  and,  be 
cause  Government  could  not  well  afford  to  confer  this 
benefit  without  opposing  some  obligation  on  those  who 
reaUzed  it,  they  demanded  certain  rates  of  postage  on 
letters,  newspi^ier%  and  pan^Uets.  This  demand— a 
tax,  in  part,  on  tiutruction  and  jntell^fence — diould  oease 
with  the  necessity.  The  mameiit  we  can  ^ipense  with 
this  tSLX,  characterized*  as  it  a  tax  upon  intellect,  it 
should  be  repealed. 

But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  my  own  opinion  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  department,  I  call  the  attendon  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  results  arising  from  their  own  statement: 
The  surplus  on  the  Ist^uly,  1830.  was        |310,413  29 
Trhe  recMpts  af  the  department  for  the  nx 
months  next  before  the  Ist  July,  1831, 
were  975,675,  at  which  rate  there  should 
be  added  to  the  surplus  on  the  Ist  July, 

1833,   

To  this  should  be  added  the  average  increase 
of  the  receipt^  as  stated  in  the  report,  be- 
nig  at  the  rate  of  ... 


Prom  whldi  ia  to  be  deducted 
the  amount  of  postage  on 
newspapers,  proposed  to  be 
repealed,  being  at  the  rate 
of  106,000  dolkrs  per  an- 
num for  six  months,  being 


53,000  00 


And  there  will  be  the  fiirther  sum  of 
to  be  carried  to  the  sorphu  fund  on  lit  Ja- 
nuary, 1833. 

Making  the  surplus  fund,  on  that  day. 
The  estimate  m  arerage  increase  of  post- 
age is  - 

Fofrecriptfli  beyond  preient  expenditure. 

Making  the  surplus  fund  on  1st  January, 

1834, 

But  from  this  is  to  be  deduct- 
ed tlie  amount  of  newspa- 
per noMage  repealed,      --106,000  00 

And  the  excess  of  expemfi- 
ture,  beyond  tlie  receipts, 
ontheiMwroutei^  dO,pOO  00 


197,475  91 


608,840  03 

150,000  00 
151,951  83 


910,791  84^ 


Leaving  the  surplus  fund,  on  the  lat  Janua- 
ry,  1%34,  .         .         .  . 

For  the  year  1835,  the  increase  on  postage 
will  be  - 

The  present  receipts  exceed  the  expendi- 
tures by  the  sum  of  - 

Making  the  surplus  fuud  on  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1835,  -         -  - 

Deduct  postwe  repealed  on  newspapers^ 
for  the  year  1834,  say    -      106,000  00 

And  allow  aH  tiiat  Ur.  Gauir- 
DT  olainu^  on  account  of 
new  routes,  60,000  00 


166,000  00 

744,791  84 
300,000  00 
150,953  83 

1,195,744  66 


166,000  00 


150,951  62 


150,000  00 


liakinff  tiie  surplus  fund  on  the  lat  July, 

183^      -         -         -         .         -    311,364  II 

But  Uie  new  routes  will  not  bc  put  Into  ope* 
ruUou  until  the  1st  January,  1833,  and, 
therefor^  there  ahould  be  added  the  ifi. 
creaae  of  poatwc  for  six  months, 

^5,000  00 

And  the  reenpts  beyeod  pre- 
sent expenditure,         '  -     75,475  91 


150,475  91 


Leaves  a  surplus  on  1st  January,  1835,  of  1,029,744  66 

But,  nr,  a  strong  objection  to  this  tax  is  its  inequali^. 
The  remotest  citizen,  who  has  leas  means,  and  therefore 
needs  most  instruction,  pays,  while  the  inhabitant  of  a 
city  is  totally  exemjit.  In  the  great  cities,  where  most  of 
the  newspapers  are  printed,  the  readers  pay  nothing;  But 
if  the  paper  is  sent  out  by  mail,  even  the  short  distance  of 
three  or  four  miles,  a  cent  is  demanded  for  every  papert 
making  an  annual  tax  for  a  semi-weekly,  of  one  dollar  and 
four  cents;  for  a  daily,  of  three  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 
There  are,  I  believe,  twelve  daily  papers  published  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  others,  weekly,  semi-weekly,  and 
tii-weekly;all,  perhvps,  equal  to  twenty  daily  papers.  Sup- 
pose each  to  issue  five  hundred,  and  the  postage  which 
tliese  would  pay,  if  sent  out  the  most  trifling  dbunce  by 
mail,  and  from  wliich,  if  read  in  the  city,  they  are  wholly 
exempt,  would  amount  to  the  annual  sum  of  thirty-one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
all  the  newspapers  read  in  every  large  city  in  the  Unionj 
so  that,  if  the  one  cent  tax,  which  the  country  people  are 
compelled  to  pay,  were  exacted  of  reudentsui' cities,  it 
would  amount  to  more  than  the  whole  now  ptud  in  for  post- 
age on  newspapers.  Look  at  this  simple,  plain,  but  im- 
pressive state  of  the  case,  and  I  ask  what  the  most  press- 
ing exigency  can  justify  a  tax  on  instruction,  so  manifestly 
unequal  and  unjust? 

Besides,  it  is  cruelly  imequal  upon  those  who  pay  it. 
A  single  newspaper,  great  or  small,  pays  a  cent  any  where 
within  the  State,  let  the  distance  be  much  or  little.  Call 
you  this  "the  priceof  transportation^  And  why,  pray, 
does  the  mui  who  fires  winUn  fburmiles  of  the  city  of 
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New  York,  pay  his  cent,  while  an  inhabitant  of  Ogdeni- 
burgTt  OD  the  St.  Lawrence,  a  distance  of  three  hundred 
miles,  pa^  no  more? 

But  this  li  not  all.  The  editors  of  tlie  cky  papers  get 
those  from  the  country  free,  but  take  apecial  care  not  to 
Bcnd  theirs  in  exchange,  without  they  are  paid  in  advance 
for  the  difference.  Look  at  this  postage  tax  in  any  point 
of  view,'  it  in  most  offenuve,  expressive,  and  odious.  Tlie 
freedom  of  the  press  has  a  constitutional  Guaranty,  and 
was  deemed  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  Instruction— free*  unprotected,  unem- 
barrassed instruction,  is  what  ve  ask,  and  what  the  people 
have  a  right  to  expect,  because  they  have  furnished  you 
with  the  means  to  give  it.  Then,  why  not  let  them  have 
it?  We  ask,  ay,  in  their  name,  we  demand,  why? 

Protection  of  tilings  is  very  different  from  protection  of 

Erinciples.  These  lut  should  be  formed  and  established 
y  a  full,  free,  and  unrestrained  development  of  the  fa- 
culties of  the  human  mind.  The  whole  energy  of  the  soul 
should  be  put  in  operation  by  a  fnx  competition.  Give 
the  combatants  scope,  uid  truth  at  last  wiU  triumph.  It 
is  protection  which  has  establiriied  a  State  religion,  despo- 
tic Government  aodall  the  engines  which  have  oppressed 
and  enslaved  mankind.  Privileges  to  one  sect  or  doc- 
trine, is  a  tax  or  burden  upon  tul  others.  Gdve  to  one 
competitor  an  advantage  over  the  rest,  and  you  establish 
him,  right  or  wrong.  This  is  the  way  by  which  error,  in 
all  sges,  has  been  built  up  and  perpetuated;  and  though  a 
privileged  or  protected  press  may  effect  its  purpose 
slowly,  secretly,  and  impttceptibly,  itill  these  operations 
are  more  dangerous  as  tney  are  unpereeived. 

-That  an  administration,  contriving  to  perpetuate  its 
power,  should  seize  upon  tlic  press  as  its  most  efficient 
means,  no  one  would  doubt:  that  its  power  over  the  press 
would  be  acquired  slowly  and  imperceptibly,  is  equally 
clear:  Uiat  fimiUties  granted  it  should  have  the  apparent 
sanction  (^equity  and  law,  would  be  perfectly  consistent 
witbthe  design,  and wellcalculatedtoaccompltshit.  Now, 
should  this,  ur  any  future  administration,  meditate  acorrup- 
tion  of  the  press,  look  at  the  means  already  within  its  reach. 

The  franking  privilege  has  been  ao  extended,  that 
nearly  all  the  newspapers  triT  the  party  in  power  may  be 
transmitted  free  of  postage,  while  those  wnich  are  not  of 
thft  orthodox  faith  pay  almost  tUV  whole  tax!  Now,  sir,  ia 
this  equal  and  fair?  Let  an^  administration  and  its  adher- 
ents enjoy  the  franking  pnvilegc  exclusively,  and  hold, 
moreover,  the  Post  Omce  Department,  with  all  its  &dU- 
tiea,  and  what  prevents  a  perpetuity  of  the  power,  how- 
ever ^rannical? 

Tlic  franking  privilege,  as  now  enjc^ed,  ia  extended, 
without  limitation  of  weight  ur  bulk,  to  the  President, 
Vice  President,  all  the  heads  of  departments,  the  Post- 
Ihaster  General,  and  the  two  aaaistants,  the  Treasurer, 
Renster,  Commissioner  of  the  Land  OfHce,  two  Com))- 
trouers,  and  five  Auditors,  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  aiid 
Speaker  and  Clerk  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives.  Add 
to  all  this,  that  there  are  about  nine  thousand  deputy 
postmasters  (all  of  the  true  faith)  who  have  the  right  to 
receive  and  transmit  letters  and  papers,  of  half  an  ounce 
weight,  free  of  postage,  and  you  nave  stiU  an  imperfect 
Kpectacle  of  the  Executive  patronage  through  the  press. 
Foi*,  notice  the  further  fact,  that  every  postmaster  has  a 
right  to  receive  free  of  postage  newspapers  equal  to  one 
daily  piqicr.  Thus,  nine  tltousand  postmasters  would  cir- 
culate, annually,  two  million  eight  hundred  and  seven 
thousand  newspapers  free  of  postage. 

The  additional  patronage  which  the  administration  ac- 

S[uirea  in  its  employment  of  the  press  in  its  service,  should 
iirnish  a  strong  inducement. to  guard  the  franking  privi- 
lege, or  to  let  all  in  on  equal  terms.  The  custom-house 
— -how  many  presses  does  this  employ?  The  immense 
patronage  here,  and  the  consequent  influence  over  tlie 
press,  has  an  effect  on  the  public  mind  fai|^y  pr^udidsl 


to  freedom  of  tlunking  and  acting.  What  ii  the  Go- 
vernment patronage  worth  to  "the  Courier  and  Enquirer," 
in  the  city  of  New  York?  Sir,  what  it  obtains  nomthe 
United  States,  and  the  additiomd  currency  it  aoqiure*  bj 
its  national  charsotcr,  cannot  be  wortii  kss  than  tvenj' 
Aousutd  d<d)ars  annually. 

The  printing  for  the  Post  Office  Department  is  no  trifle. 
Shadrach  Pcnn,  at  Lotusville,  has  had  twett^4wothou3uid 
six  hundred  dollars,  according  to  Uie  sdnusnon  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee.  Thiaia  "  for  the  West."  Ilie 
"  Morning  Post,"  at  Boston,  under  the  special  protedini 
of  the  postmaster  therei  and  die  New  Hampshire  Pstrio^ 
at  Concoid,  undertheprotectkmef— Idonoteiact^knov 
whom,  nor  to  what  amount  **  the  pay;**  the  GovemoMt 
papfr  here,  countenanced  and  encouraged  in  the  grosMt 
abuse  and  vulgarity,  and  yon  hare  an  epitome  of  the  Bx^ 
cutive  influence,  by  means  of  this  compound  engine,  the 
post  office  and  the  press.  And  what  do  the  people  ul 
of  you,  the  privilcf^d  class?  Nothing  more  thMi  that  tlK^ 
may  obtain  unpensMued  p^wrs  on  the  same  terns  you 
obtun  your  pensioned  ones. 

Suppose  uese  Ezeeutire  engines  all  to  be  brougbt  to 
bear  upon  the  great  interests  aqd  permanent  fiindsmental 
inititutiona  of  me  country.  Imagine  that  whstever  re- 
mained of  freedom  of  thought  and  action,  in  poTitic^  mo- 
rality, and  rel^on;  should  be  supposed  to  stand  in  tbe 
way  of  ambtion  and  tyranny;  what  but  a  corrupted  preai, 
passing  throu^  the  cbanneb  of  a  corrupted  post  office, 
would  be  necessary  to  break  down  all  opposition,  and 
sweep  siway  every  incumbrance?  Suppose  this  Seutc 
should  become  obstreperous,  and  refuse,  or  neelMt,  to 
obey  the  Executive  wiU;  suppose  that,  in  the  perfermsnce 
of  its  Executive  dudes,  it  shcmld  deem  it  necessary  (in  or- 
der to  fulfil  the  derign  of  the  constitution)  to  renst  the 
encroachments  of  the  Prendcnt,  in  appointments  to,  and 
removals  from,  office,  and  the  members  should  benae 
obdurate  and  unyielding,  regardless  of  rewards,  and  faff- 
less  of  punishments — let  a  pennoned  press  open  upoi 
them  iu  whole  tftiUery,  and  dieir  independence  miglil  be 
in  danger — imagine  a  flagitious  design  (and  evei^  mi 
design  would  be  flagitious  and  traitorous)  to  demolish  tl» 
great  political  btdwark,  the  Senate — what  man  effedttal 
means  than  a  protected,  penstiHied,  corrupted  presi'  li 
Executive  threats  be  inflicted  on  them  in  vunt  if  Execu- 
tive patronage  be  lavished  without  cAeclt  if^tbe  popular 
branch  is  ma^e  to  prescribe  your  Executive  duties,  sod 
you  StiU,  and  in  spite  of  all  this,  hold  &st  to  jpm  inte- 
gritgr,  yet,  when  there  is  superadded  an  Bxectttive'pra^ 
sustsined  the  treasury,  uul  aided  bythepoatoffce,MM 
bow  long  will  even  this  eUef  comw^tODe  of  the  &bric  ws- 
tain  the  riioekf  Sir,  there  is  too  nradi  Meson  to  fear  that, 
in  such  case,  even  this  Senate  would  surrender  its  indepen- 
dence, and  with  it  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  coontty. 

If  the  Senate,  in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional 
power,  riiould  reject  a  &vorite  minister,  either  fiir  the 
home  or  foreign  service,  and  tlus  apptmitment  should  be 
necessary  to  preserve  or  perpetoate  a  snocession  of  tte 
ruling  dynastv,  what  better  mactdnenr  than  that  the  offi- 
cial  paper,  and  all  its  satcllKes,  shoaid  t^n  a  steady  ai^ 
well  directed  fire  against  the  Senate,  either  to  compel  « 
to  retract,  or  to  warn  it  of  the  danger  of  throwing  itsdfi" 
the  way  of  the  design  and  purpose  of  an  ambitious  cbiet 
tain  ?  A  subsidized  press  would  be  a  wonderful  wcapon- 
the  very  tlnngto  chastise  a  didoVal  Senate.  .-^ 

The  machinery  wpuld  be  made  to  operate  in  diftrem 
ways.  Dxt  official  vwld  be  anttwriKd  and  directed  to 
designate  tiie  most  refiactsry  members;  give  them  to  ua- 
derstand  that  they  arc  thwarting  the  public  will,  ami  di- 
rect them  to  resign.  You  know,  sir,  that  an  e]M)eriin«'' 
of  this  kind  has  been  already  made,  and  the  offidal,  speak- 
ing, no  doubt,  "  by  authority,"  has  given  several  of «»  «> 
understand  tiiat  we  have  no  buriness  here,  and  that  our 
presence  would  bcTeiyoheerfuHydispeossdirilhbfw* 
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President.  There  csn  be  no  question  that  this  "  by  au- 
thonty"  gentleman  speaks  the  feelingi  of  "  the  palace." 
Indeed,  we  should  think,  without  these  ii>dications,  tbkt 
the  President  would  part  with  few  of  us  witkout  much  re- 
gret, provided  he  himself  could  m»ke  the  selection.  The 
bumble  individual  who  now  has  the  honor  to  address  you, 
has  been  more  than  once  honored  with  a  hint  of  that  sort 
from  that  source.  Now,  sir,  I  will  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity to  return  to  the  President  my  respectful  compli- 
ments, and  inform  him  that  I  have  his  proposition — that  I 
should  resign — under  profound  consideration.  But  as 
there  are  several  important  matters,  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive, not  yet  acted  on,  in  which  he  may  feel  a  deep  in- 
terest, and  which  mky  reqiure  the  ud  and  assistance  of  all 
his  friends,  I  shall  postpone  the  proponUon  of  resignation 
until  I  shaU  have  rendered  him  all  the  service  in  my  power 
upon  these,  and  then  shall  resume  it,  and  give  it  all  the 
respectful  attention  which  u  due  to  the  hipi  source  from 
whence  it  proceeds. 

From  the  same  source,  the  official  and  its  satellites,  an 
attempt  might  be  made  to  undermine  the  Senate,  by  dis- 
robing it  of  its  executive  powers,  and  limiting  the  tenure 
of  the  office.  The  post  office  and  the  press  might  be 
made  to  combine  tlieir  corrupt  and  corrupting  inouence 
to  impress  upon  the  public  that  this  tribunal  is  an  aristo- 
cracy, throwing  its  influence  against  the  people  and  their 
President.  Might  not  demagogues  and  pensioned  parti- 
sans, through  such  a  press  as  we  now  have,  patroalzed 
and  subncUzed  as  it  uow  i%  excite  a  popular  odium  aeiunst 
the  Senate?  and  might  not  tiie  people,  forgetting  that  it 
-was  eatabUshedto  save  the  small  States  from  the  effect  of 
tiie  popular  will,  combine  to  break  it  down,  and  thus  de- 
stroy the  powers  of  the  States,  and  establish  a  conaoUdated 
Government,  which  would  very  soon  end  in  a  despotism? 
And  is  this  all  hypothetical?  Is  it  not  rather  a  reality  ?  The 
Senator  from  Tennessee  is  in  an  error,  if  he  supposes  that 
the  editor  of  the  New  York  Enquirer  was  the  first  who  pro- 
posed to  prune  the  Senate.  Much  asl  reprobateany  propo- 
sition, from  any  quarter,  to  rob  this  Senate  (rfthe*  potrers 
panted  to  it  by  the  constitution,  *  would  scarcely  jmn  him 
in  considering^  such  a  proposition  very  seriously,  when  com- 
ing from  such  a  source.  The  editor  of  that  paper  could  Qot, 
I  think,  excite  any  alarm  on  any  subject.  He  is  pretty 
well  known  in  this  city,  being  the  same  valorous  gentle- 
man who  came  all  tlie  way  on  from  New  York  to  Wash- 
ington to  fight;  and  when  he  got  here  he  thought  he  liad 
— "  better  not" — and  so  he — went  back  again!  Had  that 
been  the  only  paper  which  had  proposed  to  demolish  the 
Senate,  the  proposition  would  not  have  cost  me  a  ungle 
thought.  No,  sir,  it  was  "  the  official"  here— rttie  organ 
of  the  administration — the  "  by  authority"  which,  imme- 
diately afler  the  rejection  of  the  minister  to  England,  pro- 
posed to  take  from  the  Senate  all  executive  power,  and 
reduce  their  term  to  two  instead  of  nx  years.  Suppose, 
further,  that  individual  members,  from  their  unyielding, 
uncompromising  qiiri^  ^ould  become  peculiarly  offen 
•ive  to  the  President.  Let  his  editors,  in  Uieir  own  States, 
taking  their  cue  from  bis  organ  here,  enlist  all  the  minions 
of  power  and  slaves  of  party  to  assail  and  break  them 
down — and  let  this  macliinery  be  put  in  operation  while 
these  Senators  are  here  performing  their  duties,  a^d  in  no 
condition  to  defend  tliemselves,  is  it  probable .  that  the 
fairest  and  moat  honest  could  stand  the  shock?  Neither 
is  this  hypothetical.  I  ask  honorable' Sefuitocs  who  hear 
me,  if  they  have  not  been  thus  nf^led  out  and  assailed 
under  precisely  the  same  circiunstances. 

Not  an  individual  who  voted  to  r^ect  the  mimster  to 
England,  but  baa  been  wantonly  aasailed  by  every  penuon- 
ed  press  in  the  Union.  They  have  callecl,  they  have  ad- 
vertised for  *'  public  indignation,"  and  so  loudly  and  in- 
cessantly, that  some  of  their  editors  have  refused  to  pub- 
lish any  more  advertiaemcntgfor  "pubUc  indignation,"  un- 
less they  could  be  paid  for  it 


Imaging,  once  more,  that  another  permanent  institution 
— the  Supreme  Court,  ^ould  become  obn.Qxiou8 — that  it 
had  deciaed  in  favor  of  personal  liberQr,  and  to  snatch  the 
victim  from  Executive  rengeance,  and  thereby  should 
place  the  President  in  tlus  ^Tenuna,  to  liberate  the  t^tixeD 
mcarcerated,.  or  refuse  to  execute  the  laws,  and  thus  vio* 
late  his  oath  of  office;  what  cmild  screen  him  from  public 
detestation  but  a  corrupt  and  subsidtied  press?  And  is 
this,  too,  a  supposition,  an  imagination,  a  dream?  Nosueh 
thing;  it  is  a  sad  reality.  In  a  late  ca^e,  when  a  conflict 
e^sted  between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  and  where 
the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  a  citizen  was  deprived  of 
his  liberty  by  that  State,  agMnst  the  hwa  and  conslitutioa 
of  the  United  Sttfes,  the  ne|^ect  and  refusal  of  the  Preii- 
dent  to  liberate  him  was  justified  by  assailing  the  court 
through  a  venal  and  corrupt  press.  The  New  Hamp< 
shire  Patriot,  once  edited  by  a  member  of  this  Senate, 
publishes  "  a  letter  frcHn  Washington,"  stating  that  this 
oeciMOn  originated  in  political  machinery  t  that  two  hon- 
orable Senators  bad  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  a  Hai^ 
shall,  a  Story,  and  others,  that  tlua  decision  ^lould  be 
made  for  par^  effect;  and,  since  that  time,  the  venerable 
and  unequalled  judges  of  that  high  court  have  been  simul- 
taneously denounced  throughout  the  Union,  in  the  ad* 
ministt^tion  papen,  as  dotards  and  political  intriguers. 
The  public  mind,  thus  perverted  mkI  corrupted  by  news- 
papers bearing  an  officid  impress— even  ^a  permanent 
tribunal,  the  sheet-anchor  of  tnc  oonslitutioD,  ^pcople'a 
last  hope,  loses  all  its  effieaqr,  and  bcoomei  worse  than 
useless.  A  Ii^w,  or  treaty,  or  even  the  constitution  Itsell^  ia 
expounded  by  the  only  earthly  tribunal  that  has  the  right 
to  expound  it)  and  yet  the  President  refiises  to  execute 
the  principle,  tiius  sanctioned,  under  the  panoply  of  a  pii> 
vileged,  corrupted  press.  Sir,  your  President  here  aa. 
sumes,  nay,  usurps,  both  legislative  and  judicial  powers. 
He  repeals  a  taw,  and  reverses  a  judicisJ  decision  by  re- 
fusing to  execute  the  law  as  adjudicated.  The  President 
and  lus  press  have  interpolated  a  nev  principle  mto  our 
system  of  Government,  tturt  he  ta  the  uHunate  legishtiTe 
atid  judicial  tribunal  upon  all  pre-existing  law%  treaties 
and  construction  of  the  constitution,  and,  Xtf  hia  sovereign 
will,  he  can  annul  tbentall  at  a  breath. 

Sir,  to  enable  us  to  guard,  in  some  measure,  waiast  po- 
litical heresies  like  these,  let  us  have  this  small  protec- 
tion, this  opportunity  to  circulate  our  truths  ifi  the  same 
cliannels  with  your  errors,  and  upon  the  same  terms. 
You  will  have  iiuimtely  the  advantage  of  after  all.  But 
yield  this  little — give  us  these  w^pons,  small  as  they  are, 
and  with  our  five  smooth  stones  from  the  brook  in  ou^ 
shepherd's  bag,  and  our  sling  in  our  hand,  we  will  ven- 
ture to  go  forth  and  meet  your  man  Gath,  thou^  **  hb 
stature  be  six  cubits  and  a  span,  and  the  staff  of  his  apear 
be  like  a  weaver's  beam." 

But  a  union  of  the  post  office  and  the  pfess,  to  make  it 
efficient,  must  be  maintained  at  no  smaU  expense.  Not 
weakh  alone*  but  honor,  too,  mast  constitiUe  tta  reward. 
It  is  not  to  be  pacified  with  pronuars  marly,  nor  will  it 
long  be  made  to  subsist  upon  "  hope  deferred."  It  must 
be  seen  and  well  understood  that  here  ia  the  high  road  to 
office.  The  editor  and  postmaster,  who  has  long  been 
faithful,  expects  his  pay,  and  b  not  to  be  disappfunted.  If 
the  Senate  reject  him  once,  try  him  again — wait,  wat^, 
and  the  moment  there  is  a  prospect,  renominate  him,  or 
circumvent  the  Senate  by  appointing  him  in  the  recess. 
At  any  rate,  reward  him.  FWronage  thus  extended,  not 
only  in  money,  but  in  office,  too,  wtU  secure  acMpaedito* 
rial,  ready  at  a  moment  td  execute  any  purpose  whi6h 
ambition  or  tyranny,  or  both,  may  desire. 

When  these  indications^  nay,  prooft,  of  the  corruption 
of  every  source  and  avenue  of  information  were  seen,  the 
people  turned  their  eyes  to  the  Senate  for  correction  and 
redress.  We  have  taken  our  stand,  time  aAcr  time,  but 
we  have  been  often,  too  often,  vanq^i«hed.    Still,  I  trust, 
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we  *re  not  aubdued.  There  u  ft  reoupentive  energy 
here,  vliieh  mj  yet  iritlutftnd  the  comoineil  dForti  of 
boA  the  executire  waA  the  piHiiihr  biandi.  The  people, 
unU^ueDOcd  by  Executive  nvntag',  and  the  press  un'< 
pledged  and  anprivileffed,  are  standing  forth  to  sustain 
the  Senate.  Give  us  (we  ask  it  not  for  our  own  aakes, 
but  in  behalf  of  the  States  for  whom  we  speak)  some 
chance — an  equal  one  we  do  not  expect.  Tax  not  our 
communications  with  each  otiier,  our  interchange,  of 
thoughts  and  opinions,  when  yours  are  all  free.  If  you 
tatdd  ezeliuively  the  purse  and  the  sword,  and  the  legia- 
lative,  executire,  and  judicial  powm,  let  us  participate 
in  tiie  sources  of  information,  when  all  the  channels  are 
jrours.  Tou  cannot  long  succeed  in  guarding  the  doors  of 
information.  This  age,  and  especially  this  people,  will 
not  endure  a  licensed  instruction,  formed  and  nshioncd 
by  their  rulers  to  perpetuate  power.  They  will  not  long 
consent  to  be  trammelled  or  hoodwinked.  The  time  win 
oome  when  that  wluch  they  now  ask  only,  they  will  pe- 
remptorily demand. 

But  the  Senatw  from  TennesK^  instead  of  discusnng 
the  question  of  the  repeal  <tf  the  postage,  goes  .into  an 
daborace  defence  of  the  Poit  Office  Department.  He 
takes  this  occasion  to  give  us  an  appendix  to  his  defence 
of  his  IMend  Mr.  Barry,  which  he  attempted  last  winter. 
He  seems  to  be  conscious  that  that  defence  was  a  lame  one; 
and  I  confess  I  cannot  percave  that  this  is  much  better. 
He  asks»with  an  ur  of  triumph,  why  do  not  you  prosecute 
tbeinquity  wbiob  was  then  instituted^  Now  this  ii  more 
than  1  expected.  What!  why  do  not  we  prosecute  tfie  in- 
qidty?  Pray,  ur,  who  was  it  tiiat  stiAed  that  inquir)-' 
Tile  Senator  himself.  Tbis  is,  in  brief,  the  history  of 
that  transaction.  On  the  15th  of  December.  1B30,  a  re- 
solution for  inquiring  into  the  whole  aifairs  of  that  depart- 
ment was  offered  by  my  friend'  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Clattok,]  which  was  adopted;  a  committtw  was  appoint- 
ed consisting  of  Messrs.  Clayton,  Grundy,  Wootuury, 
Hendricks  «id  myself—ft  majority  particularly  friendly 
to  the  Postmaster  General.  We  me^  and  proceeded  in 
the  execution  of  our  commission,  but  found  it  necessary 
to  bare  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  which,  un 
the  2Sth  of  January,  1831,  the  Senate  granted  us.  With 
this  full  power  to  execute  this  rery  broad  commission,  we 
proceeded.  But  on  the  examination  of  Abraham  Bradley, 
a  witness,  I  put  this  question:  "  Was  you  remored  fnun 
officetif  so,  wbeni  and,  if  you  know,  for  what  cause  or 
causes?"  Tins  was  objected  to,  and  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  roted  to  adjourn,  to  take  time  to  conuder. 
That  the  removals  from  office  were  clearly  within  the 
scope  of  our  eommisnon,  no  mortal  could  doubts  But  we 
adjourned,  and  on  the  3d  of  February,  and  before  the 
committee  bad  held  another  meeting,  and  without  the  least 
notice  of  such  an  intention,  Uiat  Senator  offered  a  reso- 
littioD  totbe-Senate,  restricting  this  inquiry,  and  decUring 
"that  the  oommittee  were  not  authorized  to  call  before 
them  peracms  who  hare  been  dismissed  from  the  pott 
office,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  their  removal." 
This  resolution,  tiie  most  extraordinary  thing  that  was  ever 
placed  on  a  legislative  journal,  did  not  deny  the  right  of  in- 
quiring into  the  causes  of  removals,  but  seemed  to  imply 
that  the  persons  removed  were  incomixitent  witnesses.  It 
was  afterwards  modified  so  as  to  inh^it  all  inquiry  into 
the  eauirs  of  removals,  preseiuing  the  question  of  the 
PostmasterGeneTal'sitresponnbilitjrtothe  Senate  direet- 

before  us.  The  resolution  elicited  much  discussion. 
It  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  (the  present  Secretaiy- 
of  the  Navy,)  and  tiie  present  Secretary  of  SUtct  and 
opposed  by  the  minority  of  the  committee.  Hitherto,  the 
doctrine  of  irresponsibility  had  been  limited  to  the  presi- 
dentt  now,  il  wan  extended  to  the  chief  of  a  department. 
It  was  urged  that  by  this  inquiiy  we  might  discover  im- 
peachable matter,  which,  as  ft  hwfa  court  oTimpeachment, 
we  might  be  called  to  try,  and  Oiat  we  must  be  reitnuncd 


in  our  legislative  duties,  lest  they  might  conflict  with  tboK 
which  were  judicial.  It  was  aoiwcred  and  uwed  thtt 
the  constitution  of  tiie  Senate  was  such  that  h  would 
hare  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  duties  to  perfonn; 
and  that  it  was  iu  duty  to  meet  them  as  tfaey  occurred, 
and  not  to  shrink  fr^nn  the  execution  of  one,  lest  it  tn^t 
conflict  with  the  fair  exercise  of  the  others;  tiiat  any  other 
construction  would  afford  an  apolt^  for  never  acting  it 
alt;  tliat  in  the  exercise  of  our  executive  powcn^  in  CTeiy 
case  where  an  officer  was  nominated  fat  anotiier  or 
office,  the  Senate  most  inquire  into  matten  wl^siarbe 
impeachable,  or  not  examine  his  character  or  quaUflcshoni 
at  all.  Whether  ^e  general  principle  or  the  partiodu 
case  ex<uted  so  much  senribility  about  impeachable  nut- 
ter, certain  it  is,  that,  from  this  consideration  chiefly,  the 
resolution  forbidding  all  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  it- 
morals  by  the  Postmaster  Genenl  passed  twenty.fbur  to 
twenty-one,  and  thus  the  committee  were  given  to  Qnde> 
stand  that  they  were  not  to  search  for  any  act  of  this  offi. 
cer  for  which  he  might  be  hnpeaehed!  No  matter  whit 
abuses  or  frands  there  were  which  might  need  carrection 
by  legtdative  enactment,  we  were  forbidden  to  find  them 
out,  lest  thereby  should  disqualify  ourselves  as  judgn. 
Thus  an  inquiry  into  all  the  concerns  of  the  department 
was  limited  to  an  exaounation  into  almost  nothing.  The 
Senator  from  Louinana  [Mr.  Livurosron]  took  the  letd 
in  this  doctrine  of  inviolability,  and  be  was  translated  to 
the  head  of  the  State  Department;  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Woosbubt]  urged  it  with  profound  de- 
votion, and  defended  the  Postmaster  General  aguiot  lU 
charges  before  he  bad  examined  any  of  them,  and  be  wu 
translated  to  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department.  Va 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  last,  though  not  least,  did,  from 
the  first,  stick  to  his  friend,  even  closer  than  a  brother, 
and  he  was  translated — nowhere.  Sir,  it  is  not  &ir.  Bat 
there  might  have  beoi  a  emuse  why  faewas  not  abo  it- 
warded,  growing  out  of  a  subsequent  transaction,  is 
after  disclosure,  to  which  he  in  some  measure  contriboted, 
mig^t  have  been  the  ground  of  discrimination  in  httst  d 
the  others.  It  will  be  recollected  that  an  inquiry  h*d 
been  made  of  the  amount  of  additional  compensation  node 
by  the  present  Postmaster  General  to  contracion  for 
carrying  the  mail,  and  that  very  late  in  the  hst  sesvon  in 
answer  was  returned,  by  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Brad- 
ley, after  Mr.  McLean's  resignation,  was  acting  Poitiiiiiter 
General  one  month  before  Mr.  Barry  took  <^argerftbe 
office,  and  that,  during  that  period,  he  (Bnulley}  hid 
made  in  forty-nine  instances  extra  allowances  to  con- 
tractors to  the  amount,  in  the  whole,  of  #42,000.  Bridle; 
had  complained  to  the  President  that  these  allowsncts 
were  illegal,  and  were  made  by  Barry,  and  he  had  svoni 
to  the  Bune  thing  before  the  committee.  He  was  then 
sliown  the  offic^d  report  of  Barry,  in  which  they  were 
charged  upon  him.  He  still  denied  the  tru^  of  the  T^ 
portt  and,  upim  examination,  it  was  foun4  thatinthirK. 
six  of  the  forty-nine  cases  some  nirae  had  been  erased,  sm 
Bradley's  inserted.  Upon  this  contradiction,  and  these 
strange  appearances,  it  became  necessary  to  ascertaio 
bow  the  fact  stood,  and  that  Senator  and  myself  were  «?■ 
pointed  a  sub-committee  to  go  to  the  department  and  ex- 
amine the  officers  and  the  books.  We  did  so,  and  found 
that  Bradley  was  right}  that  the  report  had  originsBj 
contained  tlie  name  of  Barry,  who  ad  make  die  allov- 
ancet,  and  by  sune  rale,  or  legendemain,  of  a  ocrtiis 
Obadiah  Brown,  a  clerk,  the  whole  thing  had  been  ching" 
ed.  and  these  extra  and  chiefly  illegal  allowances  hu 
been  taken  from  Barry  and  shouldered  off  upon  poor 
Bradley.  That  Senator  himself  was  present  at  tlie  ex- 
amination, and  mtnessed  the  manner  in  which  I  recurred 
to  the  original  entry,  and  detected  the  error.  It  wu  le 
clear  that  it  was  admitted  by  all  present,  and  tiic  oi^T 
apol^  attempted  to  be  made  for  itwaathiA  "it  mi  so 
innocent  idsWce."   Thcae  erasures  wen  taifohred  m* 
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mass  of  documents  sent  in  at  the  close  of  the  sesrion,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  of 
which  that  Senator  was  chairman,  and  there  kept  .until 
the  seasion  had  almost  expired,  before  they  came  to  the 
hands  of  our  committee.  So  gross  and  palpable  were 
these  erasures, that  the  Postmaster  General  and  his  friends 
were  confotmded,  and  tlid  not  even  pretend  to  justify  the 
met.  The  lame,  extremely  lame  apology,  that  this  was  the 
mistake  of  the  subordinate  clerks,  was  aone  away  entirely 
by  the  fact  that  these  clerks  who  prepared  the  abstracts 
reported  to  the  Senate,  made  them  out  right,  with  Barry's 
name  as  the  author  of  the  allowances,  and  it  was  by  high- 
er  authority  that  the  right  name,  "  Barry,"  -A-as  erased, 
and  the  wrong  one,  "Bradley,"  inserted.  This  charge 
of  $42,000  of  extra  lUlowances  ia  a  sin^e  month,  if 
juAlj  fixed  upon  Bridley,  would  bare  beep  quite  a  suffi. 
ctent  caufc  Ibr  hia  remoTal.  But  Bradley  was  not  gu'dty. 
This  fraudulent  p^er  calculated,  and,  as  he  thought,  in- 
tended, to  cast  the  diarge  upon  hiro  most  unjusUy,  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed.  Bradley  petitioned  the  Se- 
nate  that  this  order  should  be  rescinded,  as  the  publication 
of  a  fidae  chaive  upon  him,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  would  destroy  his  reputation.  Upon  this  petition 
there  was  a  discusaioo,  and  the  whole  of  the  transaction 
was  exposed,  and  the  Senate,  without  a  dirisiun,  rescind- 
ed the  order  to  publish. 

Thus  stood  Mr.  Barry  at  the  end  of  the  hist  session;  the 
inrestigatioQ  just  commenced;  the  committee  forbidden  to 
inquire  into  anything  which  might  amotintto impeachable 
matter)  a  fortuitous  development  of  a  fraud,  which,  if. 
coupled  with  the  intent  which  the  act  would  imply,  was  a 
high  miadeaieanw,  an  in^eachable  offence.  The  Presi- 
dent had  seen  til  this,  but  had  instituted  no  inquity.  The 
Postmaster  General  himself  had  not  requested  or  intimated 
a  wi^  for  an  investigation  by  him  or  either  House  of 
Coiu^sa;  a:id  now,  when  it  is  so  late  m  the  sesnon,  that 
his  friend  ia  safe  from  any  Bnal  result,  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  asks,  why  we  do  not  pursue  the  inquiry!  If 
such  an  investigation,  thus  shackled  and  thus  broken  off, 
at  so  critical  a  moment,  has  purified  this  officer,  tlie  Lord 
have  mercy  on  the  impure. 

But  Barry  took  anotlier  course  to  purify  himselfi  he 
employed  the  very  machinery  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking — a  pensioued  press.  Instead  of  catling  on  the 
President  to  institute  an  inquiry,  or  resorting  to  a  judicial 
tribunal  to  manifest  his  innocence,  he  resorts  to  the  offi- 
cial; and  no  sooner  are  the  backs  of  the  Senators  turned 
upon  him,  than  the  department  prepares  an  ex  parte  de- 
fence, consisting  chiefly  of  denunciations  of  the  witness 
Bradley,  and  the  minority  of  the  committee;  charging  the 
chairman,  myself,  and  Bradley,  as  conspirators  agunst 
him,  abushig  and  scandalizing  membeni  of  a  committee 
of  tltis  Senate  for  attempting  to  perform  a  duty  assigned 
themi  and  this  libel,  1  presume,  was  published  in  tlie 
same  Globe  of  which  Sliadrach  Penn  boasted  he  had  re- 
published "two  bushels  in  one  day;"  and  it  would  be 
well  to  know  whether  -  the  pay  foe  this  does  not  consti- 
tute part  of  the  22,600  dollars  which  Shadrach  lias  already 
received  for  printing  for  the  department.  v 

A  principal  connderation  which  should  induce  this  re- 
peal is,  that  no  paper  has  ever  been  able  to  sustain  itself 
at  the  seat  of  Government  without  tlie  patronage  of  Go- 
vernment. It  will,  consequently,  be  always  the  case,  tliut 
all,  or  nearly  all,  wliich  goes  from  this  city,  will  go  through 
a  protected  or  pensioned  prefi.  This  repeal  may  enable 
A  press  here  to  sustain  itself  without  the  further  patron- 
age of  the  Federal  Government.  The  people  may  obtain, 
by  this,  one  newspaper  from  this  place,  which  wilt  fear- 
lessly speak  the  truth,  regardless  of  the  frowns  or  smiles 
of  power.  Suppose  it  to  be  a  party  or  opposition  paper, 
will  an  honest  and  patriotic  administration  shrink  from  a 
free  imrestigatiun,  or  be  unwilUiig  that  the  people  shall 
bear  both  sides*  We  shall  always  near  the  cause  of  every 
Vol.  \m.—S7 


administratis  well  pleaded,  for  it  will  always  have  able 
advocates  with  liberal  fees  whose  whole  livings, 
indeed,  depend  upon  the  succew  of  their  cause.  Why, 
then,  are  we  not  to  hear  the  other  wde?  Is  your  present 
administration  afraid  of  the  truth* 

It  may  sometimes  occur,  I  admit,  that  a  Government 
printer  may  use  his  influence  against  his  patrons.  Such 
independence  and  self-devotion,  however,  is  scarcely  to 
be  expected,  and,  if  it  occurs,  it  would  not  long  be  tole- 
rated. Green,  to  be  sure,  did  get  into  the  habit  of  speak- 
ing the  truth;  and  though  the  administration  has,  for  this, 
discharged  him,  he  still  is  printer  to  Congress.  Yet  this 
is  scarcely  an  exception,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  quite  certain 
that  Green  has  turned  against  a  majority  of  Congress,  but 
it  is  rather  more  probable  that  he"  and  Congress  have  both 
turned  agwijst  the  administration. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  complains  that  the  repeal 
of  postage  commences  so  soon  as  the  1st  of  July.  And 
wh^  notf  If  tiie  tax  ban  unnecessary  burden,  the  sooner 
it  18  repealed  the  better.  This  period  was  probably 
selected  aa  it  is  at  the  close  of  a  <|uarter,  and  would,  there- 
fore, create  no  inconvenience  in  settling  the  accounts. 
The  Senator  very  modestly  proposes  to  postpone  it  until 
January,  that  is,  until  after  the  next  Presidential  election. 
But  there  is  not  a  little  danger  that  it  will  then  be  too 
late.  Give  public  opinion  a  wrong  direction  until  after 
another  election  of  President,  and  there  is  very  little  hope 
that  you  can  ever  correct  it,  or  restore  it  to  what  it  was, 
and  sJways  should  be. 

An  election  of  President,  and  Executive  encroachments, 
usurpation,  and  prodigality,  concealed  from  the  people  by 
a  control  of  the  press — aiidf  I  ask,  have  the  people  a  fair 
chance  ^  Does  either  House  maintain  its  dignity  or  its  pri- 
vileges, it  is  assailed  by;  a  subndiied  press.  Does  thi^ 
Senate  deliberate  before  it  yields  its  obedience  to  Execu- 
tive will,  there  arc  not  wanting  tndividtials  who  enjoy  the 
hospitality  of  these  walls,  to  pervert  its  act  and  arraign  its 
motives,  througli  this  press-  Is  a  minister  rejected  by  the 
Senate  for  humbhng  the  nation  at  the  foot  of  a  British 
throne,  the  Prewdent's  corps  editorial  starts  simultane- 
ously, and,  with  coincidentul  patriotism,  advertises  for 
public  indignation  at  the  atrocity  of  a  refractory  Senate. 
Does  the  jt^iciary  venture  to  perform  its  duty  renrdless 
of  the  Executive  will,  the  Presidential  corps  is  let  loose 
to  hunt  it  down.  Is  your  Postmaster  General  cliarged 
with  official  acts,  which,  if  prm-c  J,  would  render  him  un- 
worthy of  confidence,  in  the  midst  of  the  inquiry  he  ap- 
peals to  the  public  through  a  parlisan  DQicinl  newspaper, 
and  scandati/cs  every  one  who  hM  Ii£d  any  concern  with 
the  inquiry.  Thus  the  chief  and  hia  chieft,  covered  with 
the  <egis  of  irfcspoiislbility,  and  sustained  and  fortified  bv 
holding  the  source  and  channels  of  information,  can  ncf* 
vance,  do,  anil  maintain,  .my  thing,  every  thing.  There 
is  nothing  political,  moral,  or  religious,  which  might  not 
be  successfully  assailed  and  demolished. 

Sir,  the  Senator  himself  seems  to  apprehend  (lie  ap- 
proach of  evil  days,  but  tnists  that  some  American  Cato 
will  come  forth  in  our  defence.  But  this  recurrence  to 
Cato  is  a  most  unfortunate  reminiscence—*'  A  Senator  of 
Rome,  while  Rome  survived,"  Cato  was  alt  that  a  Bnnan 
Senator  should  be.  But  what  could  Cnto,  indeed,  wluit 
could  a~wholc  Roman  Senate,  do,  after  Char's  arm  had 
prostr.itcd  in  the  dust  the  Temple  of  Liberty'  Cato's  un- 
yielding virtue  and  uncompromising  patriotism  were  ex- 
erted too  late.  He  had,  to  be  sure,  pointed  at  the  cloud 
which  was  gathering  beyond  the  Rubicon,  and  warned  the 
Senate  that  it  would  one  day  burst  iipon  the  ci^,  Ui 
the  destruction  of  their  liberty;  but  th^  viewed  it  at  a 
distance,  re^ii<dle8S  of  the  danger.  The  plausible,  ivo* 
cessful,  ambitious  Cicsar  pressed  on  to  the^complish- 
ment  of  his  object.  <*  Pharsalia  gave  him  Rome — ^ypt 
had  next  received  his  yoke — and  the  whole  Nile  was  Cie- 
ssr's."    Whatcouk]Ratodo>   Whatdidhedo'  HebehL 
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out  to  the  lut,  tnd  then  took  binwelf  off.  Would  the  Se-  [  merobePB  of  the  committee  agkinst  it,  and  three  in  its  ft- 
iwtor  carry  the  parallel  further?   The  trag^cftl  dekdi  of;Vor,andtheothermcmberhad  declaKdthathis^acquiw^ 


The  triumvirate" fi«I  met.  uid  parcelled  out  the  empire,  port  expected,  which  it  was  dearrtif  to  append.  Benw 
and  each  h«d  his  proscription  list  allowed,  and  the  streets  there  was  a  distinction  between  the  report,  and  the  report 
of  Borne  flowed,  conseqiieqlly,  with  her  richest  bloodJand  doaiments.    He  ttuHight  that  nme  of  the  report 


Hark  Antony  had  been  subdiied  chiefly  hy  the  charms 
of  a  woman.  Octavius,  left  without  a  rival,  reformed  the 
Senate,  and  with  them  subdued  the  people,  and  then  be- 
came "  Cssar  Augustus"  their  master. 

b  this  parallel  prophetic?  \i  the  time  cominff  when  we 
dull  hare  our  cJba,  our  Caesar,  our  Brutus,  and  tUe  catas- 
trophe, and  our  triumvinte  with  the  proscription  and  par- 
tition? Are  we  to  have  our  Pharsolia  and  Philippi?  Is 
the  last  rival  to  find  an  AfCtium  here?  And,  at  lart,  lasomc 
Ametieaa  Octavius  to  modify  th^  body  to  his  Ekinf^  and, 
vMi  a  Senate  at  his  hech.  subdue  the  people  and  becoaie 
our  Aunntus?  Sorely,  nr,  the  alluuon  to  Cato,  and  the 
a^pis  mthe  times,  induce  thoughts  not  very  eztiilarating, 
and  I  therefore  will  not  indui^  in  further  reflections 
awakened  by  that  Senator's  allusion.  Let  us  do  all  we 
can  to  pteaerve  the  sources  and  channels  of  instruction 
correct  and  pure,  Uiat  the  people  nuy  understand  their 
r^ta,  and  know  how  to  preserve  them,  and  leave  the 
erent  to  Him  who  rules  the  destinies  of  nations. 

[The  above  remarks  were  delivered,  in  portions,  on 
three  different  davs,  hut  are  given  here  entire.] 

The  Senate  ac\)o*"™^  ^  Monday. 

MowAT*  Max  7. 
BANK  BEPOBT. 

The  Senate  took  up  a  resolution  subnutted  by  Mr.  Bsv- 

T«v  wiDe  diQV  agoh  to  print  coftiea  of  the  report  of 

ttie  eonuDittee  app<rinted  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  investigate  the  affairs 
td  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTOy  titen  moved  to  All  the  first  blank  with 
tiie  number  5,000. 

Mr.  BROWN  spoke  »f  the  rreat  importance  of  the  re- 
port, and  the  necesuty  of  supplying  the  people  with  it. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  motion  for  5,000 
was  negatived—yeas  16,  nays  19. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  the  number  3,000. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  that  he  would  asugn  as  a  rea- 
Mn  for  lua  voting  against  5,000,  tliat  he  regarded  the  re- 
peat as  involving  no  great  principle  whatever.  He  thought 
that  its  ftxilB  and  debuls  were  of  a  nature  to  render  them 
unimportant  in  a  public  point  of  view.  As  to  tlie  parti- 
cular adnuniatration  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  the  stock- 
holders  had,  in  his  opinion,  much  more  interest  in  that 
mtftcr  than  the  people.  The  examination  seemed  to  be 
fittleclse  than  an  investigation  of  private  accounts  keptin 
the  institution.  What  was  it  to  tite  public  whether  a  nua- 
dred  or  a  thousand  dollars  was  lent  to  a  manufacturer,  or 
to  a  merchant,  or  even  to  a  printer.  Not  a  single  good 
prinfliple  rfaa  spread  through  the  report,  and  he  knew  no 
■uffioient  reason  for  subject'.'ig  tlie  country  to  the  heavy 
cspenae  of  this  printing  of  an  ext.-ftiuimber.  He  was  wtl- 
£ng  that  to  many  should  be  printed  as  was  necessanr  for 
tiw  uip  ^  the  Senate,  hut  he  could  not  conceive  of  any 
practical  good  which  would  refult  from  the  circulation  of 
an  extraordinary  number,  {le  should  therefore  vote 
a^inst  3,000, 

Mr.  EWING  said  that  he  had  no  great  objection  to  the 
report  going  abroad.  But  he  thought  it  might  be  the 
proper  coune  to  refer  it,  in  the  firtitplace,  to  the  commit- 
tee OA  the  iqbjecti  andalao  tltat  the  counter  reports  ahouhl 
be  presented.  U  appeared  tha^  although  this  report 
vent  abroad  a*  tbo  report  of  a  raigori^,  there  were  three 


should,  go  abroad,  unaccompanied  by  the  documents.  As 
the  cluurman  ofdieir  committee  waa  now  absent,  be  would 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  on  this  motion,  and  deddedinflie 
affirmative— yeas  31,  nays  15. 

STEPHEN  PLEASANTON. 
Tlie  MH  for  tiie  relief  of  Stephen  PleasantOB  [Fifth  Au- 
ditw  of  the  Treasury,  making  him  an  allowance  for  ext» 
servico^  in  acthtg  as  Solicitor  rf  the  Treasury]  wu  ihen 
read  a  third  time;  and  on  the  question  of  its  paange,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  HARCT. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  in  some  obierva- 
tions  from  Mr.  MARCT,  Mr-  SMITH,  and  Mr.  BPCK- 
NER;  and  fcd»ocated  by  Mr.  GRUNDT.  Mr.  HTELING- 
HUYSEN,  Mr.  CLAYTON,  and  Mr.  WHITE. 

[It  was  contended  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill  fliat  these 
payments  for  extra  services  was  the  introduction  ofanevf 
principle,  the  adoption  of  which  would  fill  the  Senate 
chamber  with  applicants  for  similar  recompense;  tlitt  a 
public  oflicer  receiving  three  thousand  dollars  a  J*""^ 
bound  to  undertake  any  duties  which  might  be  hnpoMO 
upon  him;  that  the  Third  Auditor  had  l>erformed  » 
ty  of  eitraordmary  services^  and  had  never  wiled  wr  a- 
traotdtnary  recompenser  Mid  that  Ae  appliewit,  in  to 
case,  performed  Uiese  ezt»  serviees  by  means  af  clerks 
who  were  sufficiently  paid.  On  the  other  side,  the  ground 
taken  was  that  no  man  was  expected  to  perform  rame 
than  reasonable  service!  tlmtitwaa  absurd  to  expect  the 
exclusive  devotion  of  all  the  energiea  of  aoul  and  body  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Government^  that  it  would  be  uans- 
sonable  to  expectauch  devotion  from  members  ofCongres^ 

and  tbev  Iwd  no  right  to  expect  it  from  others*,  that  the 
extra  dutiee  wew  performed  by  the  appKcant  when  other 


officers  were  enjoying  the  luxury  of  repose;  that  the  «»me 
services,  for  which  five  hundred  dolfairs  a  year  were  bT 
this  bill  granted,  \nA  now  to  be  performed  at  a  co«  ot 
more  than  five  thousand  dollars  a  year(thaltUelettei»tlw 
instructions  issued  by  the  applicant  during  the  ten  yem 
in  which  he  performed  those  duties,  filled  six  thouianfl 
folio  pagesj  and  tliat  he  had  postponed  WscWmforao 
other  reason  than  that  he  would  not  provoke  the  jealouV 
of  other  officers  of  the  Government.  ] 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  tlw  bill  beingtaken, «» 
decided  as  follows; 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Clay,  Chiyton,  DudJey, 
Eltii  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Holmes,  Kmgl". 
Miller,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Rug^le*. 
Silsbee,  Spngue,  Tasewel^  Tyler,  Wa^^n,  White, 
Wilkina.— 34.  , . . 

NAYS.— »Iesiri.  Brown,  Buekner,  PWot,  BeedncK^ 
HHI.  Harcy,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tipton,.ToBliM» 
—II. 

POST  OFFICE- 

The  SenMe  then  resumed  the  conrideration  of  Ijie  t»l' 
to  establish  certaio  post  officesand  post  roads, and  d.*""- 
tinue  others.  , 

Mr.  HOLMES  continued  the  observations  which  M 
commenced  on  Friday,  in  support  of  the  amendment  w- 
ft-red  by  Hr.  Biaa,  toaboliah  the  portage  on  Beft^F"^ 
(as  given  above.) 

Before  be  had  finidied  his  remark^  fee  gave  v«f  » s 

motion  to  adjourn)  and 
The  Senate  amourned. 
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Pubtie  Landt. — New^taper  Pottage. 


[Sl>ATI. 


A  veiolution  itfered  ynterday  by  Mr.  Foot,  icqueiting 
the  Praideiit  to  cauie  to  be  prepared,  and  Ud  berore  the 
Senate  at  commencement  of  the  next  senion,  a  phui 
for  reorpnlzing  the  Treasury  Department,  ao  aa  to  lim- 
plify  the  mode  of  «ettlin|r  aocounta,  and  red^  the  num- 
lier  of  ckrki^  be.  waa  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Hr.  DtCKEfiSON  then  rote  for  the  purpose,  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  notice  he  gave  on  Oiuny  lastt  and  mov- 
ea  tliat  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  .to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  uinds. 

Mr.  SMITH  expressed  a  hope  that,  aa  the  Senate  was 
nearly  empty,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  would 
postpone  his  motion. 

Mr.  DICKER30N  conaeitted. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  important 
that  the  Senate  should  proceed,  without  Airther  delay, 
to  the  despatch  of  that  part  of  the  public  business  which 
was  to  be  disposed  of  before  the  adjournment  of  Conrress. 
This  was  one  of  those  important  measures  on  which  the 
prompt  action  of  Consress  ms  necesaaiy.  There  were 
three  aubjects  on  whiim  Congresa  waa  bound  to  act— 
tariff—the  bank— and  the  pubUc  Undsi  idl  these  ought 
to  be  diqxwed  of  before  the  adjournmeuL  Of -his  inten- 
tion to  cul  up  to-day  the  bill  now  named,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  had  given  notice  on  Friday 
last{  and,  if  he  was  now  to  consent  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, he  lioped  that  be  would  fix  an  early  day  to  take  it  up 
for  considentiun  and  ^scusnon.  He  would  hare  wished  to 
«ee  the  motion  prevail  at  tbiy  time ;  and  he  waa  sorry  tl)at  the 
churman  of  the  Committee  on  PubUc  Lands  waa  nOt  now 
in  hit  place.  That  Senator  waa  usually  veiy  punctual  in 
bia  attendance,  and  some  unexpected  circumstance  bad 
probably  detained  him  from  his  seat  this  morning.  Should 
the  cliairman  of  the  Comnuttee  on  Manufactures  now 
withdraw  his  motion,  he  hoped  it  would  be  accompanied 
by  a  notice  that  he  should  repeat  his  motion  on  to-mor- 
row. He  repeated  his  deare  that  an  early  day  might  be 
Appointed  to  go  into  the  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  di»- 
cuasioo.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  consent  either  to 
take  up  tlte  subject  of  tiie  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
imported  articles,  or  the  other  bill,  to  reduce  the  duties 
on  protected  articles.  He  trusted  to  see  the  Senate  show- 
ing a  dispontion  to  take  up  these  bills.  He  was  indiffer- 
ent as  to  the  order  in  which  they  might  be  Uken  up,  but 
he  hoped  they  would  be  called  up  in  succes»on. 

There  waa  but  little  time  left  to  act  on  these  subjects. 
It  waa  almost.imposslble  to  keep  Congress  together  m  the 
warm  weather.  Nearly  ux  montha  had  elapsed  aince  the 
commencement  of  thQ  session,  and  nothing  bad  been  donet 
and,  if  any  member  was  prepared  to  say  what  would  be 
done,  he  must  express  his  own  perfect  ignorance  of  the 
matter.  Ue  hoped  tliat  tiie  Senate  would  take  up  one  of 
the  leading  topics  and  act  on  it,  while  the  House  would 
act  on  another;  and  thus  the  rule  would  be  avoided  of  both 
Housea  acting  on  the  same  subject  at  the  same  time.  He 
expressed  his  willingness  to  sit  five  or  six  hours  every  day, 
to  ^t  through  this  busineasi  and  even  to  sit  on  "Saturdays, 
fiUigued  as  the  Senate  wasat  the  close  of  the  week,  to  get 
throu^  the  mass  of  private  bills  which  had.accumuUted 
on  their  hands  to  an  alarming  extent,  so  as  to  leave  the 
other  days  of  the  week  free  for  tiiese  intportant  subjects. 
Thus  Congress  would  be  able  to  fulfil  the  expectxtions  of 
the  people,  and  to  bring  to  a  speedy  termination  a  session 
already  extended  to  an  unreasonable  length. 

Mr.  SMITH  suggested  the  propriety  of  fixing  some 
particuUr  day  when  the  nibjoet  would  be  taken  up  at  13 
o'clock.  If  members  were  not  then  in  their  au^  the 
ftult  would  be  tbeirovn. 

Nr.  GBUNDY  expressed  a  hope  that  these  important 


subjects  would  not  be  called  up  until  the  post  office  tall 
should  be  disposed  of.  As  soon  as  that  was  finished,  and, 
for  teu  of  oflending  his  friend  from  Connecticut,  he  would 
also  .say,  after  the  pennon  bill  should  be  acted  on,  he 
would  vote  for  taking  up  the  subjects  from  the  Committea 
on  Manniftctiires. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  his  only  object  to-day  was  to  as- 
certain whether  the  Senate  would  refer  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  to  any  o&er  cmiiAtte^  and 
then  to  fix  an  early  day  for  tiie  consideration  <^the  matter. 
If  the  coming  in  of  gentiemen  should,  to-day,  be  time 
enough  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  renew  his  motion  to- 
day, he  should  do  so;  but,  if  not,  he  gave  notice  that  he 
should  make  his  motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HAYNE  suted  that  the  best  way  of  expediting  the  . 
bills  which  were  the  subject  of  consideration,  was  to  ob- 
serre  the  rule  not  to  take  up  the  general  orden  eveiy  day 
until  one  o'clock.  Had  this  raw  been  strictly  acted  on 
from  the  commencement,  there  would  have  bvea  certain- 
ly one-half  of  the  private  docket  extinguished. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped. 

The  CHAIR  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  general  orders 
in  succession. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  apptrintment  of  a  recorder  of 
the  General  Land  Office  coming  up,  ¥ras  opposed.  The 
object  of  the  bill  is  to  constitute  an  officer  tosgn  the  land 
patents,  instead  of  requiring  tbesignature  of  the  Preudent 
of  the  United  States,  as  heretofore. 

[The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  -the  duties 
could  be  performed  by  a  clerk,  if  the  Prendent  was  un- 
able to  go  through  the  patents  with  sufficient  tapidi^;  but 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  power  to  place  in  the  bands  of  any 
other  than  the  President,  who  alone  shoukl  have  the 
power  to  transfer  the  enunent  domiun.  It  was  aUege^  m 
the  other  side,  that  the  sales  of  lands  bad  increased  from 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  three  millions;  that  the 
business  could  not  be  done  without  additional  aid,  and 
that,  whether  the  officers  did  their  duty  oc  not,  the  work 
was  not  done.] 

An  amendment  waa  moved  by  Mr.  POINDEXTER  to 
insert  the  words — 

'*  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  to  attach 
to  each  pKteot  a  plat  denrnating  the  boundariaa*  natuml 
and  artificia],  of  the  land  described  in  the  patent** 

On  motion  of  Ur.  FOINDEXTEB,  the  bill  was  then 
laid  on  the  table. 

NEWSPAPER  POSTAGE. 
The  Senate  then  resomed  the  consideratian  of  tha  bill 
to  establish  certain  post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  to  ^ 

continue  others.  The  question  being  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Bibs,  to  abolish  the  postage  on  new*- 
papers. 

Mr.  HOLMES  concluded  his  remarks  in  &Tor  of  the 
amendment,  (as  given  above.) 

Mr.  GRUNDY  succeeded  in  reply,  and  in  defence  of 
Mr.  Barry's  management  of  the  department 

Hr.  BIBB  then  commenced  some  observation^  in  which 
he  advocated  the  poGey  of  his  amendment  and  innsted 
on  the  ability  ft  the  Post  Office  Department  to  sostain  the 
diminution  of  revenue  which  would  be  occasioned  by  H. 
At  the  same  time,  he  defended  the  Postmaster  General 
from  the  attacks  which  had  been  made  on  his  adnnnistr^ 
tion  of  the  post  oBcet  and  passed  a  high  eulo^  on  Ua 
intellectual  and  muni  worth.  Btfon  he  bad  flnudied  hta 
remarks,  he  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTVI^  the  Senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

WxnirxBiiAr,  Mi.r  9. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Lema  waatfaen  taken  up. 
[This  was  a  lull  to  refiind  the  amount  ^  dt^a  piud  on 
certahi  articles  wUcb  were  ordered  bclnre  Ae  appUcant 
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knew  of  the  passage  of  the  tarilT  of  1838,  and  which  it 
was  too  late  to  Gountermand,  after  he  possessed  that 
knowledge.'] 

Mv.  SILSBEE  moved  on  amendment  to  the  bill,  making- 
it  BO  general  in  its  operation  as  to  cover  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  similar  cases,  comprising  duties  to  the  sunountof 
Beventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  amendment  met  witli  some  opposition}  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  lUNG,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  tabic,  and  tlie 
amendment  ordered  to  be  printed. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Sir.  DICKEftSON,  pursuant  to  the  notice  which  he 
(jiave  yesterday,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  distribution  for  a  limited  term  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands.  He  stated  that  hia  only  object,  at  present, 
was  to  dispose  oftlie  pending*  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
AInbama  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Laiid».  Should  that  motion  be  negatived,  the  bill  might 
be  taken  vip  for  discussion  on  an  early  day  in  the  next  week. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  should  not  have  risen  to  detain  the  Se- 
nate on  this  question,  but  for  a  remark  wliicli  had  fallen 
from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  Senate  on  a  former  day.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  stated  that  he  [Mr.  K.]  had  taken  fire  at 
the  suggestion  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  brouglit  up  for 
discussion;  and  that  lie  had  denounced  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  as  unfair.  In  making  this 
statement,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  not  done  him 
justice.  He  certainly  had  not  taken  fire  at  the  suggestion; 
but  be  liad  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  the 
hill,  until  it  should  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Ijtnds.  The  Senator  from  Rentncky  had  also 
charged  him  with  applyii^  the  term  ' '  unfairness"  to  the 
report. 

He  had  stated  thai  it  was  calculated  to  make  an  erro- 
neous impression  on  the  public  mind,  on  a  subject  which 
was  of  general  importance,  but  which  was  vitally  interest- 
ing to  the  State  wliich  he  represented.  He  had  certainly 
not  intended  to  charge  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
with  any  intention  to  circulate  erroneous  opinions;  but 
lie  had  considered  that  their  local  situation,  their  peculiar 
habits  of  thinking,  and  tlieir  knowled^  of  the  subject, 
did  not  qualify  them  to  come  to  conclusions,  the  accuracy 
of  which  ought  not  to  be  disputed.  When  he  had  heard 
this  report  described  by  members  of  the  Senate  as  most 
able,  most  enlightened,  and  most  conclunve,  he  had  only 
asked  that  it  nught  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  conversant  with  the  whole  subject, 
fur  llieir  examination,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  were  less  intimately  acquainted  with  it. 
If  the  ailments  were  so  able  that  they  could  not  be  an- 
swered, could  not  be  refuted,  or  proved  to  be  erroneous, 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  could  be 
productive  of  no  ill  effect  on  the  report.  On  the  contrary. 
Its  accui-acy  would  be  the  more  strongly  established  in  the 
public  mind. 

He  was  not  disposed  to  ^ive  way  to  feeling  in  my  re- 
marks he  might  nuUce  on  this  subject.  His  local  portion 
might  justify  liim  in  the  exhibition  of  some  feeling,  as  it 
rendered  it  difficult  for  lum  to  avoid  it.  f]e  hoped  the 
Senate  would  not  refuse  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
an  opportunity  to  present  the  matter  before  the  coimtry 
in  such  view  as  they  might  beUeve  to  be  right  and  just. 
He  did  not  betieve  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would 
reftuc  hiu)  this  opportunity.  He  had  no  doubt  tlut  the 
Coonnittee  on  Manufacture's  hniestly  entertained  the  views 
which  ther  bad  spread  tbrough  tiieir  report^  and  that 
they  would  not  be  willing  to  nuTer  the  country  to  believe 
thai  tliey  would  shrink  from  an  examination  of  ihcm.  He 
thought  the  Senate  should  not  take  up  the  question  for 
consideration  until  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  should 
have  been  allowed  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  sub- 


ject, and  to  give  to  the  Senate  a  written  report  of  their 
opinions.  Why  were  they  not  to  be  allowed  such  (ippra^ 
tunity^  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  hod  instructed  tfae 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  what  they  might  do,  and  whit 
they  might  to  do.  He  was  obtiged  to  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  for  his  instructions.  But  tbe  committee  re- 
quired no  auch  hf^  to  diow  them  tbe  extent  of  Ibrir 
powers.  He  was  not  inclined  to  go  back  fiirttte  purpoie 
of  looking  into  the  reasons  for  sending  this  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  He  understood  it  to  have 
been  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  all  the  subjects  of  i 
revenue  character  in  the  hands  of  tbe  same  cotnintttee.  It 
had  been  expected  that  the  committee  would  anta^anute 
the  subjects  in  their  report;  instead  of  wUcb,  thn  Ind 
made  three  distinct  reports,  one  on  each  branch  of  the  in- 
quiry. He  saw  that  the  report  was  calcuhtted  to  do  much 
mtschtef.  He  saw  in  it  much  that  was  false  in  ressoninif. 
The  immense  calculations  made  on  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  lands  must  strike  at  once  as  ridiculous. 
There  was  no  discrimination  between  the  qualities  of  the 
lands.  Bat  he  would  not  here  go  into  any  diseustion  of 
that  matter.  He  hoped  that  an  opportunity  wouldbc 
given  to  the  Committee  on  PubUc  Lands  to  present  a  fijir 
view  of  tlie  subject.  Without  meaning  to  impute  unto- 
neaa  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  he 
could  not  but  regard  it  as  a  one-sided  thing;  and  he  de- 
sired an  opportunity  for  the  Committee  on  PubEc  Lands  to 
present  the  views  on  the  other  Mde. 

Mr.  CLAY  inquired  if  the  mdtion  was  to  refrr  both  the 
report  and  the  bill,  or  simply  the  hill. 

Mr.  KING  replied  that  he  had  dinded  the  queftion, 
and  confined  the  motion  to  the  reference  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  proposition  then  was  to  refer  fte 
bill  without  the  report.  He  felt  extremely  hajipy  toletm 
that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  determined  to  ei- 
hibit  no  fteling  on  this  subject,  but  to  keep  himself  free 
from  all  warmth  or  excitement.  With  equal  truth,  he 
could  declare  that  he  had  none.    This  wis  a  great  snh- 


ject  of  national  interest,  and,  in  its  consideration,  evny 
thing  like  feeling  ought  to  be  eradicated;  every  thing  lite 
party  banished  from  the  walls  of  tfie  ScnAte.  It  vu  s 
subject  interesting,  not  only  to  the  Senate,  apd 
to  the  people  of  our  time,  biit  it  was  one  in  the  well* 
poution  of  which  posterity  would  have  an  uitere*  fat 
hundreds  of  years  to  come. 

The  proposition  now  was  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  He  must  be  permitted  again  to 
advert  to  the  history  of  the  original  reference.  IVhen 
the  proposition  was  made  tQ  refer  the  matter  to  the  Ccan- 
mittee  on  Manufiictarea,  every  member  of  that  cornimtW 
earnestly  protested  against  such  reference.  The  ref«- 
ence,  however,  was  ordered  by  the  Senate,  again*  the  - 
wishes  of  the  committee.  The  Seiuitor  froni  Alsbsna 
was  one  of  the  majority  by  whom  the  reference  was  or- 
dered. The  Committee  on  Manufactures  had,  at  W 
time,  urged  that  they  were  not  sufficiently  acquainted, 
nor  familiar,  with  the  subject;  that  the  Committee  on 
Pubbc  I^nds  were  more  conversant  whh  theEu^^ct"' 
all  its  details,  and  that  it  would  be  more  wise  to  refer  it  u 
that  committee.  The  incongruity  of  the  subject  mfli 
the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Manufiictures  was  furilKJ 
urged,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  buaness,  and  the 
various  details  of  the  branches  of  manufactures  whichflM 
been  committed  to  them.  All,  however,  was  uigol  i" 
vain.  Thcj  reference  was  made  to  them,  in  spite  of  ewtj 
thing.  Yet  h  was  now  alleged  that  the  Comnriltee  w 
Manuftctures  had  not  sufiicient  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject. Why  waa  not  sufficient  weight  allowed  to  that  ob- 
jection when  the  reference  was  originally  made  *  W'"?;. ' 
that  committee  were  incwnpete'dt  to  present  a  project 
having  a  just  bearing  on  the  inlcrMls  W  all  the  Slates- 
why  waa  the  subject  pressed  upon  tliem*  why  was  no" 
weiffit  allowed  to  the  (Ejection  at  the  proper  time  w 
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was  very  true  that  most  ot  the  Committee  on  Haiiufiic- 
tures  had  not,  at  that  time,  the  adequate  knowledge.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  should  do  them  the  justice 
to  believe  tlut  they  afterwards  examined  the  subject  in  all 
its  parts.  For  one,  he  had  only  found  it  necessary  to  re- 
fer to  certun  reports,  and  to  a  few  laws,  to  become  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  necessary  knowledge.  The  committee 
went  into  this  laborious  investigation,  and  the  report 
which  has  been  made  is  the  result  of  their  labors.  Had 
any  error  been  detected  in  the  facts  contained  in  the  re- 
port^ Had  the  deeds  of  cession  been  incorrectly"  cited? 
Had  there  been  erroneous  references  to  the  report?  Had 
the  lavs  been  incorrectly  described.^  "Was  the  informa- 
tion receired  from  the  treasury  inaccurate?  These  were 
the  data  on  which  the  report  was  founded;  and  it  was  not 
pretended  that  any  of  these  were  inaccurate.  It  «'as  not 
charged  that  any  of  the  facts  were  inaccurate.  It  was 
tlie  reasoning,  the  argument  of  the  report,  which  was  ob- 
jected to.  After  a  committee  of  the  Senate  had  made  a 
report,  containing  facts  and  arguments,  it  wotild  be  un- 
exampled to  refer  that  report  to  another  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  another  argumentative  and 
amendatory  report,  unless  some  defects  in  the  former 
could  be  pinntcd  out.  ' 

The  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  designated  some  of 
the  errors  of  the  report  as  gross  errors,  and  had  termed 
one  of  them  "ridiculous;"  and  what  is  this  statement 
which  he  hascalled  "ridiculous?"  It  relates  totheamount 
of  the  public  sales  of  the  public  lands-  In  what  respect 
is  this  statement  ri^culous?  He  might  be  able  to  com- 
prehend, if  the  Senator  from  Abtbama  would  be  pleased 
to  point  odt.  He  had  charged  the  statement  as  ridiculous. 
Thai  cbaive  did  not  very  well  comport  with  the  profes- 
Ron  of  caltnn  ess  which  the  Senator  had  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  speech.  Now,  the  fact  \k-as  that  -the 
data  on  which  this  statement  was  made,  were  the  estimates 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself.  So  tliat,  if  there 
was  error  there^  it  was  error  which  originated  with  the 
Secretary.  In  reference  to  the  principle,  the  predse 
amount  of  sales  was  unimportant  U  was  no  matter  whe- 
ther the  sales  in  one  year  amounted  to  tliree  millions,  to 
two  millions,  a  million  and  a  half,  or  a  million.  The  prin- 
ciple, in  every  case,  would  he  applicable.  The  amount 
of  sales  would  necessarily  vary  according  to  the  popula- 
tion, to  the  amount  of  public  lands  in  the  market,  and  va- 
rious other  considerations;  and  any  statement  made  on  the 
subject  must  be  corrected  by  the  practical  results  of  ex- 
penenee.  The  amount  of  the  proceeds  liad  also  been 
taken  from  die  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  estimates  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
lAml  Office.  Not  an  important  fact  connected  with  the 
'  subject — the  amount  of  sales,  amount  of  proceeds,  quan- 
tity of  lands  in  market,  quantity  of  lands  unsold,  or  any 
other  fact,  but  was  taken  from  authentic  documents. 

The  reference,  then,  was  not  dewred  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  fect^  but  with  a  view  to  report  a  counter  ar- 
gument. The  reference  of  a  subject  to  a  committee,  in 
«ie  first  instance,  is  generally  made  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  facts  in  the  form  of  a  report;  or,  when  a  sub- 
ject has  been  discussed,  to  examine,  and  make  such 
changes  as  may  conform  to  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  as 
expressed  in  tlie  discussion.  But  here  there  had  been  no 
examination.  Did  the  Senator  from  Alabama  desire  that 
the  lands  should  be  relinquished  to  the  States,  tjiat  the 
price  should  be  reducecl?  What  plan  had  he  to  su^st? 
It  was  incumbent  on  him  to  punt  out  some  defects  m  the 
report,  before  he  made  Iris  motion  of  reference. 

For  himielf  he  was  entirely  indifferent  as  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued,  and  so,  he  believed,  was  every  member  of 
Hie  committee.  But  he  would  put  it  to  the  Senate  whe- 
ther a  proper  regard  for  its  own  dignity  and  consistency 
would  permit  it  to  sanction  such  a  procedure.  How 
irould  the  record  read  to  the  world,  that,  two  or  three 


TDontlis  ago,  the  Senate  had  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  contrary  to  their  wish,  this  agitating  sub- 
ject; that  this  committee  had  taken  it  up,  assiduously  ex- 
amined, and  made  their  report;  that  an  objection  was 
made  to  the  ailment  by  a  gentleman  from  one  of  the 
new  States;  Mid  that  now  the  course  which  was  proposed 
at  Grst,  and  which  the  committee  had  originally  declared 
to  be  the  correct  dne,  was  adopted?  Would  gentlemen 
be  content  to  let  their  names  stand  on  the  record  of  yeas 
and  nays  in  support  of  such  inconsistency? 

The  Senator  from  Alabama  had  chari^d  him  with  a 
de«re  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  their 
duties.  He  felt  himself  ino^iable  of  instructing  any  one, 
much  leb  of  instructing^  that  committee.  He  hoped  that, 
when  expressing  his  opmions  in  his  place,  he  was  not  to 
he  made  liable  to  the  charge  that  he  was  endeavoring  to 
instruct  others.  What  he  had  said  was  simply  this — had 
the  Senator  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  let  liim  prepare  it, 
liave  it  printed,  ami  move  it  when  tiie  bill  shoulil  come 
up  for  consideration.'  Did  the  Senator  wish  to  present  a 
detailed  and  an  argumentative  report?  He  had  said  he 
believed  it  was  competent  'for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  make  such  a  report  without  a  special  reference 
of  the  bill.  Had  they  a  different  scheme  to  propose,  let 
them  propose  it.  After  the^  should  have  made  thrir  re- 
port, he  would  give  them  his  vote  for  the  printing  of  it. 
But  he  did  nut  consider  the  course  which  was  now  indi- 
cated to  be>the  proper  one. 

There  had  already  been  presented  to  the  other  House 
a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  presenting  a 
different  riew  of  the  subject,  an  extra  number  of  which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  andrconnected  with  this 
report.  Would  not  that  answer  the  purpose  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Alabama?  Would  not  the  argumeut  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  of  the  other  House  be  suffi- 
cient  to  correct  the  reasoning  of  this  wicked  report?  But 
suppose  that  a  third  report  were  to  be  made,  would,even 
that  be  fou  nd  satisfactory  >  Wouldit  not  stittbe  fbund  neces- 
sary to  send  the  subject  to  another  committee,  to  obtain 
another  report  upon  the  conflicting  reports  of  the  former 
commhtees?  Might  not  the  Senate  be  thus  kept  moving 
in  a  circle,  without  finding  any  termination  to  the  business? 
The  proper  course,  in  his  view,  to  be  pursued,  was,  at  a 
proper  time — say  next  week — to  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  any  amendments,  or  a  report  of  a 
different  scheme,  if  such  should  be  offered;  to  print  the 
amendments  or.  report,  to  deliberate  oo  them,  to  go  at 
once  into  the  consideration  and  discusnon  of  the  dnfer- 
ent  projects,  and  come  to  a  decision  on  the  subject. 

He  hoped  the  motion  which  had  been  made  by  tlie  Se- 
nator from  Alabama  woij1d  not  prevail;  and  as  be  consi- 
dered the  subject  to  be  one  of  the  highest  magnitude,  and 
wished  that  his  name  might  be  recorded  on  the  question, 
in  order  to  show  his  course  to  those  to  whom  be  was  re- 
sponsible, as  well  Qs  to  those  who  might  come  after  him, 
he  would  not  take  his  seat  without  asking  ttiat  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  that  if  he  could  see  any  advantage 
to  be  derived  fVom  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  he  would  vote  for  it.  But  what 
good  was  to  result  from  it?  He  was  a  member  of  Uie 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  lie  had  voted  agjiinst 
sending  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 
He  did  not  believe  tliat  the^  wo\ild  shrink  from  the  ex- 
amination, but  he  thought  it  did  not  properly  belong  to 
the  duties  of  that  conmiittec.  But  the  Senate  liad  decW- 
ed  to  send  it  to  ttic  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  he 
had  bowed  to  the  decision.  It  went  thither.  But  had 
not  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  the  same  subject  be- 
fore them?  Was  not  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  related  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  referred 
to  that  committee'  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
then  had  the  subject  before  them;  and.  not  only  .the  gene- 
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ml  subject,  but  tliis  verjr  proposition,  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lan<ls.  An  inquiry  had  been  made  in  the  com- 
mittee, preliminary  to  a  general  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  would  be  best  to  cede  these  lands  to  the 
different  States  in  which  they  were  located.  There  were 
some  who  insisted  that  tlie  lands  of  riglit  belong  to  the 
States  in  which  they  lie,  becoming  the  property  of  tlioM 
States  at  the  moment  when  they  were  admitted  into  the 
Cnion.  Others  there  were  who  maintained  that  the  true 
course  was  to  sell  the  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they 
were  situated,  for  some  consideration  to  be  determined 
on.  There  wiis  anotlier  class  favorable  to  the  scheme  re- 
ported by  the  pommittee  on  ftlanufactures,  to  distribute 
the  avails  of  these  Unds.  Another  thotigtit  that  tlie  pub- 
lic lands  oii^flit  to  be  dtrtributed  among  all  the  States. 
There  were  still  some  others,  who  tliought  ttiey  should  be 
parcelled  out  among  the  old  thirteen  States;  and  some 
who  tliought  the  best  way  was  to  let  the  whole  subject 
alone. 

He  expressed  his  hope  that,  in  the  great  scramble  for 
these  lands,  tlie  interest  of  Maine  would  not  be  lost  sight 
of.  If  the  territory  and  people  of  that  State  were  to  be 
•old,  he  hoped  she  would  not  be  forgotten  in  this  division; 
and  lie  entreated  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  tlie 
completion  of  his  plan,  to  keep  back  a  large  reservation 
for  tlie  purpose  of  satisfying  the  wants  of  Maine. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  having  Ibe  subject.re- 
ferred  to  them,  couhl  now  make  a  report,  and  report  a 
bill.  Did  the  committee  want  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Maiiufactures,  to  enable  them  to  do  this?  Not  so. 
Eacli  member  bad  a  copy  of  the  report.  Did  they  want 
the  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Muiuftcturea?  Not  so. 
Each  member  had  a  copy  of  the  bill.  He  saw  no  advan- 
tage which  could  result  from  the  reference,  and  he  should 
therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  KANE  made  a  ii!w  remarks  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
but  his  observations  were  inaudible,  owing  to  the  extreme 
prebure  in  the  gallery. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer,  as 
follows: 

VKAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown»  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Grundyt  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Hangum, 
Marcy,  Miller,  Kioore,  Poindexter,  Bubinson,  Smith,  Taze- 
well, Tipton,  Troup,  White.— 22. 

NAYS. — Mes!>rs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clajton,  Dallas, 
Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Uobbins,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  Bprague,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Wil- 
kins.— 23. 

l*he  VICE  PRESIDENT  gave  his  vote  in  the  affirma 
tive.  So  the  motion  tn  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  I^ds  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

NEWSPAPER  POSTAGE. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  buuness  of 
yesterday,  being  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  ofEces 
and  post  roads,  and  to  discontinue  others.  Tiie  question 
being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  abolish, 
the  postage  on  newspapers  after  the  1st  of  July  next. 

Mr.  BLBB  concluded  the  remarks  which  he  had  com- 
menced on  yesterday,  in  support  of  his  amendment,  and 
in  correction  of  the  statements  made  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Poiit  Office,  to  show  that  the  de- 
partment could  not  sustain  the  diminution  which  would  be 
caused  in  its  revenue  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

^  Mr.HlLL'saidi  After  the  osnduous  labor  at  morning  and 
night,  for  sereral  Weeks  in  succession,  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  had  bestowed  on 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  forcreating 
new  post  roads;  after  travelling  through  every  section, 
near  and  remote,  of  every  State  and  Territory,  as  well 
on  maps  as  in  books,  carefidly  marking  where,  by  law, 
routes  alreadr  existed,  and  where,  they  were  most 


wanted,  to  fix  and  ascertain  the  best  avenues  by  which 
information  and  intelligence  cotfld  be  carried  to  all  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates,  as  an  humble  member 
of  that  committee,  I  am  free  to  declare  the  ajucnd- 
ment  to  the  bill  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucl^, 
to  Polish  newsp^er  posUge,  to  be  not  less  unexpected 
than  it  seems  to  me  to  be  unreasonable  and  unkind. 

What  does  the  bill  itself  propose?  It  is  confined  to  a 
single  object,  that  of  establishing  new  post  roads,  tnd£|. 
continuing  old  ones  that  were  deemed  useless.  It  hid  u 
little  to  do  with  newspaper  postage  as  had  the  bill  to  sta- 
cinate  the  Indians.  It  might,  with  a  much  better  Guie, 
have  been  ticked  to  that  omruum  gatherum,  the  appropii. 
atiyn  bill,  because,  to  carry  the  proviuon  into  efreu,aliife 
appropriation  of  money  directly  from  the  treasury  mnit 
be  necessary.  I  trust,  sir,  that  whatever  niajr  be  tlie  ojd- 
nion  of  honorable  Senators  as  to  the  reduction  of  nen- 
paper  postage,  they  will  vote  ag»tut  this  proposition  to 
burden  a  bill  intended  exclunvely  for  one  object,  with 
another  and  an  entirely  (Afferent  object;  a  bill,  too,  which 
did  not  originate  in  this  body,  and  on  which,  if  amended 
by  proposing  a  new  principle,  another  discusuon  miut 
take  place  in  the  otiier  branch,  which  may  carry  the  timi 
for  its  passage  beyond  the  present  session. 

At  a  proper  time,  1  shall  oe  ready  to  vote  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  postage  on  newspapers  to  as  greiit  an  extent 
as  the  interest  of  tiieir  proprietors  or  of  the  great auui  of 
newspaper  readers  shall  require;  but  until  the  Ameiicu 
people  are  prepared  to  defray,  directly  from  the  treasuif, 
the  whole  expense  of  the  post  office — until  tbc^  are  pre- 
pared to  pay  their  deputy  postmasters  by  a  specific  saUij, 
I  cannot  consent  to  abolisli  entirely  poetage  on  nevi- 
papers. 

Newspapers  already  have  an  advantage  over  evciy  thinf 
else  carried  in  the  public  mail.  The  printers  of  nevipa- 
pers  already  have  their  exchange  papers  free  of  poilije. 
Does  any  one  beUeve  that  such  a  sheet  as  the  New  York 
Enquirer  or  the  National  Intelligencer  can  be  tniumitted 
eighteen  hundred^  one  thousand,  or  even  one  hundred 
miles,  and  carefully  preserved  and  delivered,  for  lest  thu 
one  cent  and  a  half?  letters  of  the  same  weight,  ttq^ 
ing  little  more  attention,  would  be  chained  &om  one  doOv 
to  two  or  tliree  dollars,  according  to  distance. 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  wa 
Delaware,  who  represent  the  postage  on  newsptpets  to  be 
a  burdensome  ana  unjust  tax  upon  the  people.  Itisaot 
more  burdensome  and  unjust  than  is  the  price  of^ 
while  paper  on  which  newspapers  are  printed,  or  w 
price  of  tiie  types,  the  ink,  and  the  labor  of  printings  i| 
is  a  necessary  portion  of  the  expense  incurred  in  furoin- 
ing  the  article. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  public  mail  was  carried  ti^ 
sively  for  Uie  deli^'ci-y  of  newspapers.  Will  sny  body 
preteiul  that  the  present  price  of  newspaper  postije ' 
would  defray  even  a  fifth  part  of  the  expense  of  transBUt- 
t  ng  and  delivering  them?  Yet,  of  the  weight  on^jj 
the^b,  the  letters  which  nay  about  nine-tenths  all  iH 
revenue  are  scarcely  in  bulkorin.wei|^tasone  totvenir 
of  the  newspapers  and  pamphlets.  The  newspapena* 
already  litei-aliy  carried  at  the  expense  of  the  t«i  « 
letters.  How,  then,  can  it  be  said  that  the  people «« 
unjustly  taxed  who  pay  postage  on  newspapers? 

1  have  made  it  an  object  to  inquire  at"  the  pust  office  a 
this  city  what  is  the  relative  weight  and  bulkof  pew^ 
pera  Vnd  letters  paosiiig  through  the  mail.  The  chiei 
clerk  in  that  office  did  not  hesiute  to  say  Uiat  they  were 
as  twenty  to  one.  The  mail  passing  from  North  to  South 
through  Uiis  place  daily,  contains  generally  Irom  tu^ntf 
to  thirty,  never  less  Uian  ten  bags,  weighing  sotoe  15f  t* 
200  pounds  each.  One  of  these  bags  will  conUin  all  ">f 
letters.  On  Monday  morning,  I  saw  the  Southern  n"" 
as  it  was  despatched;  there  were  twenty-one  bsgs  of  "f** 
papers^  and  all  th?  kttcn  did  not  fiU  »  BHicb  «•  ff>e  HC- 
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Sir,  it  would  be  rank  injustice  to  Rbolish  the  entire  post- 
»ge  on  newspapers.  In  that  respect,  you  will  make  all 
tlioK  who  live  neu-  a  post  office  a  privileged  class.  Their 
Mwipapen  will  be  carried  i^tis,  while  those  who  live  at 
a  diatance  from  the  post  office,  must  pay  for  the  carriage 
tnd  delirery  of  their  papers. 

In  New  England,  almost  everjr  fkmiW  takes  one  or 
more  newspapers.  Not  one  in  ten  oi  these  newspa- 
pers erer  goes  into  the  mail  at  all.  There,  very  fre- 
quently, companies  are  formed  in  the  districts  and 
townsliips,  to  tuke  the  newspaper;  each  one  takes  his 
turn  in  rotation  to  travel  ten,  fifleen,  twenty,  or  thirty 
miles,  on  the  day  of  publication,  and  deliver  the  news- 
paper either  at  aome  place  of  depodte  or  at  the  door  of 
each  subscriber.  In  other  case^  a  poat-ridcr  makes  it 
a  business  to  travel  an  extensive  district  of  country  to  de- 
liver ttie  newspapers  which  he  purchases  of  the  printer, 
and  adds  the  expense  of  carrying.  In  other  instances,  the 
mail-carrier  takes  the  newspaper  from  the  printing  office 
or  post  office,  and  delivers  it  while  on  his  way,  charging 
and  receiving  extra  pay  fur  the  service.  If  the  postage 
be  entirely  abolished,  scarcely  one  in  ten  of  tU  the  readers 
of  country  newspapers  will  be  benefited  at  all.  Tlicy 
will  still  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  transmisnon  and  deli- 
very of  their  newspaperat  and  to  be  consistent,  Govern- 
ment sliould  make  provision  that  their  paper*  should  go 
free,  not  less  than  the  newspapers  of  those  who  happen 
to  live  at  the  door  of  some  post  office. 

The  number  of  post  offices  at  the  present  time  is  about 
ten  times  aa  grevX  aa  it  was  in  1800.  Then  there  were 
Only  about  l,(X)Oin  the  United  Sutes — now  there  are  about 


for  a  combination  of  men,  for  mercenarj*  as  well  as  for 
laudable  purposes,  to  stop  any  press  which  had  barely 
sufficient  support  to  exist,  by  deluging  its  vicinity  with 
other  newspapers,  which  coidd  be  done  at  a  tliousand 
miles  distance,  free  from  all  expense  of  postage^ 

Tliia  propos'.tion,  I  am  free  to  acknowledge,  wilt  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  newspapers  published  in  this  Dis- 
trict, and  in  some  of  tiie  larger  cities*  but  tiiat  advantage 
will  be  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the  smaller  newspapers 
printed  in  the  villages;  it  will  go  to  feed  those  which  are 
already  well  patroiiized,  and  starve  tliose  which  can  now 
scarcely  subsist.  And  tliis  is  not  tlie  worst  feature  of 
the  case:  instead  of  tidcing  such  lessons  from  our  local 
newspapers,  as  the  home-bred  ideas,  the  honest,  frugal 
and  industrious  habits  of  oat  yeomanry  shall  prompt,  the 
people  must  be  lectured  by  those  who  do  every  thing  on 
a  great  scale;  they  must  be  instnicted  in  th€  f%hions  and 
tlie  notions  of  the  great  and  the  gay;  they  miist  take  as 
their  teachers,  perhaps  the  vain  and  the  vicious — perhaps 
the  pensioned  and  the  proud;  or,  may  be,  the  patriotic  and 
the  wise,  y,  repeat,  sir,  that  the  tendency  of  the  amend- 
ment will  be  to  enable  the  few  to  monopolize  the  news- 
paper press  of  nhe  whole  country,  and  the  consequent 
destniction  of  those  local  presses  of  the  interior,  which 
now  sustain  the  most  healthy  part  of  the  public  sentiment. 

Another  consequence  of^  this  proposition  will  be  the 
overburdening  the  mails  on  all  the  principal  roads,  so  as 
to  Increase  the  expense  of  transport,  and  retard  them  in 
their  progress.  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, and  Washington,  will  pour  out  newspapers  in  such, 
quantities,  that,  withput  some  newly  invented  carriages, 


10,000.    or>this  number  of  postmasters,  the  annual  com- 1  some  greater  than  mere  brute,  animaj  power,  the  depart. 
-      r  _!»!.__.        _    I.B.  .  ment  will  never  be  able  to  expedite  the  mails  at  alt.'  On 

all  the  great  mail  roads — and  these  are  now  fur  the  most 
expensive — double  conveyances  for  the  mail  will  be  re- 
quired, and  this  will  nearly  double  the  expense. 

The  nett  proceeds  to  the  department,  from  newspaper 
and  pamphlet  postage,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  l&iO, 
amounted  to  998,313  44— for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1831,  they  were  9113,111  33 — showing  aij  increase  in  one 
yeiir  of  $13,5971^.  The  amount  paid  was  of  course  dou- 
ble, as  the  postmasters  receive  one-naif.  The  revenue  es- 
timated for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1832,  is  $125,000. 
Besides  the  coinpensation  to  postmasters,  the  proposition 
will  take  from  the  means  of  the  department  the  sum  of 
$140,000,  being  the  amount  which  may  be  anticipated  fw 
1833-*3t  it  will  add  to  the  expense  uf^ transportation  cer* 
tainly  an  equal  if  not  a  greater  amount,  fbr  it  cannot  be 
considered  that  tlie  contractors  will  be  holden  to  encotm- 
ter  the  additional  burden  without  a  consideration;  and  it 
will  lay  the  department  under  obligation  in  any  court  of 
chancery  to  pay  the  postmasters  at  least  an  amount  equal 
to  what  they  would  receive  for  the  newspapers  which  are 
carried  in  the  mail  under  the  present  arrangement.  These 
three  items,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  will  amount  to 
430,000  dollan. 

Indeed,  when  it  is  conndered  that  the  number  of  news* 
papers  transported  by  tiie  mail  wilt  be  swelled  possibly  to 
even  tenfold  their  present  amount,  the  calculation  is  not 
extravagant,  when  we  anticipate  that  the  department  may 
be  crippled  with  the  additional  burden  of  half  a  milConof 
dollars,  the  first  year,  by  tliis  propontion. 

The  newspaper  postage  alone,  w^icb  is  now  only  as 
one  to  nine  or  ten  when  compared  to  letter  postage, 
is  greater  than  the  whole  amount  of  postage  on  botli  u-t- 
ters  and  newspapers  was  in  the  year  1800.  For  many 
years  no  regular  accounts  of  tlie  newspapers  were  kept 
in  tlic  post  office^  although  subscribers  always  paid  as 
high  postage  as  they  now  pay.  But  a  new  system  of 
checks  on  the  newspaper  postage  accounts  in  the  several 
post  offices,  made  but  a  few  years  ago,  brought  order  out 
of  chaos  in  that  branch  of  tlie  department,  until  it  contri- 
butea  somethinK  towards  supporting  itKlf. 


pensation  of  a  majority  will  not  average  fi%  dollars.  In 
the  small  offices,  much  of  this  compensation  is  derived 
from  the  newspaper  postage,  the  postmaster  receiving 
one-half  for  his  labor;  he  receives  one-half  cent  for  keep- 
ing the  account  and  delivering  the  paper,  if  printed  within 
his  State  or  mthin  one  hundred  miles,  anid  three-fourths  of 
ft  cent  if  printed  beyond  the  distance  of  one  tiundred  miles. 
What  compensation  do  vou  propose  to  him  for  that  ser- 
vice, In  this  amendmentr  None  at  all.  Does  he  receive 
too  much  already?  If  not,  can  you  do  less  than  authorize 
the  department  to  pay  him?  If  he  receives  notliing, 
what  obligation  is  he  under  to  take  care  of,  and  deliver, 
the  papei-u?  Will  he  do  it  for  nothing?  That  cannot  be 
expected;  the  department  must  remunerate  him  by 
increMMng  his  commission  on  tetters,  or  in  some  other  way. 

It  is  well  known,  Mr.  President,  that  most  of  our  coun- 
try newspapers  are  not  a  source  of  profit  to  their  proprie- 
tors. With  the  most  severe  physical  and  mental  labor, 
tlic  printers  of  country  newspapers  are  scarcely  able  to 
obtain  a  livelihood.  I  cannM  doubt  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Senator  who  inti-oduced  this  proposition,  to 
assi!>t  them;  be  is  mistaken,  sir.  Pass  this  proposition 
into  a  law,  and  it  will  annihilate  at  least  one-half  of  our 
Tillage  newspaperat  they  cannot  survive  the  advantage 
whicti  will  be  given  to  the  newspapers  printed  in  the 
large  cities,  which,  by  means  of  improved  printing  ma- 
chinery, can  be  delivered,  if  they  gx>  free  of  postage,  by 
mail,  at  any  distance,  as  cheap,  if  not  cheaper,  than  the 
IochI  papers. 

There  is  a  newspaper  under  the  patronage  of  the  society 
of  Methodists  in  New  York,  a  useful  and  well  conducted 
journal,  which  iasues,  at  eacli  impression,  35,000  aepies; 
and  these  are  circulated  in  every  State  of  the  Union. 
This  proposition,  if  adopted,  would  enable  the  worthy 
men  who  conduct  ttiat  journal  to  increase  the  number  to 
100,000;  and  tiiis  immense  number  would  he  subti-acted 
in  the  main  from  the  useful  local  papers  throughout  tlie 
XJnited  States,  whose  proprietors  are  unable  to  procure  a 
patronage  seldtan  exceeding  five  hundred  or  a  thousand 
namrs.  A  team  of  four  horses  would  not  be  able  to  draw 
»  rin^le  impreasioQ  of  this  paper.    How  easy  would  it  be 
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The  Senator  Trom  Kentucky  [Mr.  Bibb]  has  calcu- 
Imted  tiiat  there  will  be  half  ti  million  of  dollars  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  department  on  the  Ist  of  July  next.  This 
was  the  first  time  I  had  heard  of  such  a  suggestion.  1 
had  understood  that  for  tlie  last  ten  ur  fifteen  years  the  de- 
partment had  expanded  itself,  as  far  and  as  fast  as  its 
means  would  allow,  to  the  accommodation  of  the  wbole 
country,  by  increasing^  the  mail  facilities.'  '  Within  my 
knowledge,  we  have  ti-i-weekly  and  daily  mails  passing 
over  roads  where  but  a  few  years  Mnce  there  were  none, 
and  only  single  horse  mails  once  a  week  or  fortnight. 
Mail  stages  now  pass  through  the  most  of  our  towns,  and 
the  benefits  of  this  useful  establishment  diffuse  themselves 
into  every  neighborhood.  This  morning  I  find  on  my 
table  letters  and  newspapers  brouglit  from  New  York,  a 
distance  of  350  miles,  in  thirty-Eux  hours,  and  from  Boston, 
500  miles,  in  tliree  days.  We  have  the  mail  expedited 
from  New  Orleans  to  Washington  in  one-half  it^  former 
timej  from  Baltimore  to  Pittsburg,  within  the  last  few 
days,  there  is  a  new  arrangement  by  wliich  one  or  more 
days  are  gained.  There  is  scarcely  a  week  or  even  a  day 
in  which  some  new  improvement  is  not  made,  facilitating 
the  transport  of  the  mails.  The  department  has  kept 
even  pace  with  the  country  in  its  march  of  improveihent. 
These  great  improvement^  involve  great  expenses:  and, 
aldlough  the  department,  in  some  cases,  has  gained  more 
by  the  improvement  than  it  has  expended  in  making  it, 
it  could  not  be  expected  such  would  be  the  general  result. 

The  Senator  has  noticed  a  surplus  fund  of  some  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  may  be  brought  in  aid  qT 
any  deficiency  that  may  be  caused  by  abolishing  newspa- 
per postage.  This  surplus  fund  was  formerly  much  larger 
than  it  now  is.  It  isliighly  creditable  to  tlie  administni- 
tioii  of  the  present  head  of  the  department,  .md  to  his  pre- 
decessor, that,  while  tlie  number  of  post  offices  and  the 
receipts  of  the  establishment  have  been  increased  nearly 
tenfold,  the  actual  losses  from  the  defalcations  of  post- 
masters are  much  less  in  the  last  ten  years  tlian  tliey  were 
from  1800  lo  1810.  The  surplus  fund  to  which  the  Sena- 
tor alludes  is  not  available — a  large  portion  of  it  never  can 
he  realized:  it  consists,  if  I  understand  the  matter  right, 
of  outstanding  debts,  many  of  which  are  douhtful,  and 
some  of  which  are  absolutely  hopeless.  Everyman  of  ex- 
tensive buuness  generally  has  such  a  surplus  fund  as  this, 
which  he  accounts  as  worth  little  or  nothing  for  present 
purposes. 

It  is  not  good  management  alone,  Mr.  President,  which 
<\::i  keep  the  receipts  of  the  department  above  its  expen- 
ditures. Any  change  in  tlie  ordinary  business  of.  the 
country  will  clumge  tlie  business  of  the  department:  the 
revenue  may  decrease,  but  the  expenditures  must  con- 
tinue. It  is  not  safe,  if  we  do  not  put  this  department  on 
the  treasury,  at  this  session  of  Congress,  to  add  to  the  post 
roads  un  extent  of  travel  equal  to  the  whole  extent  of  post 
road  in  the  United  States  in  the  year  1800,  and  at  the 
same  time  abolish  entirely  the  postage  on  newspapers. 

When  the  present  incumbent  entered  on  the  duties  of 
bis  office,  it  is  well  known  that  the  expenses  of  the  de-j 
partment  ha<i  exceeded  its  income  in  consequence  'of  (he 
facilities  which  had  been  granted  to  routes  which  were 
unprofitable.  I(  had  not  been  in  his  power,  until  the  last 
year,  to  keep  the  expenditures  within  the  receipts.  If 
Congress  should,  at  this  time,  embarrass  further  the  de- 
partment, the  committee  will  have  discharged  their  duty 
if  they  say  that  tlieir  bill,  witliout  the  amendment,  is  as 
much  as  the  department  for  the  next  year  can  bear  with- 
out the  most  serious  inconvenience. 

But  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Clattoh]  says 
the  department  has  not  sustained  itself  since  Major  Barry 
came  into  office,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  department  in  this  city  being 
paid  directly  from  the  treasury.  And  is  this  a  new  ar- 
isnf^ement  made  by  the  present  admluistration'   The  sa- 


laries of  these  officers  have  always  been  pud  from  the 
public  treasury.  Yet,  let  me  tell  the  Senator  that  the  de- 
partment has-more  than  supported  itself.  The  amount  of 
postages  on  free  letters  for  public  officers  and  for  both 
Houses  of  Congress  would  much  exceed  ail  the  money 
taken  from  the  treasury  in  aid  of  the  Post  Office  Dcpartmenl, 
On  inquiry  at  the  department,  I  find  tlie  number  of  free 
letters  delivered  at  the  post  office  in  this  city  alone,  du- 
ring the  quarter  year  endmg  April  1.  1SS3,  was  169,438. 
These  letters,  if  charged  with  postage,  might  be  np- 
posed  to  average  15  cents  each,  and  would  have  pro- 
duced the  sum  of  $25,414  20.  The  number  of  free  letters 
despatched  from  the  city  during  the  same  quarter,  the 
clerks  are  of  opinion,  was  four  times  the  amount  of  those 
here  delivered.  Were  the  department  to  charge  the  Go- 
veniment  for  the  free  letters  transmitted  for  the  benefit 
of  Congress  and  the  several  Executive  Departmenti,  the 
latter  would  fall  in  debt  to  the  former,  after  deductiitgtbe 
salaries  and  expenses  paid  to  the  General  Post  Office  in 
this  city,  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
How,  then,  can  it  be  satd  that  the  department  don  not 
support  itself? 

The  Senator  has  quoted  the  Edinburgh  Review  and  the 
words  of  British  Lords  and  Commons,  to  prove  thit  the 
British  tax  on  newspapers  is  preferable  to  the  posta^  or 
newspapers  in  the  United  States.  There  is  about  the 
same  analogy  between  the  two  cases  as  tliere  is  between 
a  despotic  and  a  free  Government.  The  British  neft-spi- 
per  stamp  is  a  tax  outi-ight,  exceeding,  in  amount,  u  tvn 
to  one  the  whole  expense  of  editors,  printen^  and  p»per 
makers;  ^nd  the  simple  duty  paid  on  a  British  newspaper 
advettisement  to  the  Government  is  probably  three  tines 
as  much  as  the  whole  expense  of  advertising  in  this  coun- 
try. The  postage  on  newspapers  in  the  United  SUtt^ 
strictly  speaking,  is  not  a  tax{  it  is  a  value  received,  ud 
that  only,  in  part,  for  a  value  bestowed. 

Under  the  British  system  of  newspaper  taxation,  but  few 
of  tlie  common  people  are  able  to  read  a  newspaper- 
fewer  still  lo  take  and  pay  for  them.  A  newipapw jn 
Great  Britain  is  let  out  to  readers,  when  first  publisheit 
at  a  higher  price,  diminishing  as  it  becomes  more  stsk; » 
that  the  poor  man,  if  be  be  able  to  read  at  aU,  must  pi 
his  news  several  days  after  the  more  wealthy  obtain  thcin- 
I  have  somewhere  seen  it  stated,  recently,  that  two  duly 
newspapers  in  the  city  of  New  York  had  a  greater  num- 
ber of  advertisements  than  the  whole  newspaper  press  of 
Great  Britainj  and  probably  more  newspapers  arc  annu- 
ally published  in  the  State  of  New  York,  than  in  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

We  are  tgld  tbid  there  are  diackles  on  the  press,  m 
that  thia  amendment  is  necessary  to  relieve  it.  How  tw 
abolishing  of  newspaper  postage  will  relieve  us  from  ths 
—    -  *-  t^*:     '       ^    •  is tnie that Ihe 


the  aristocracy,  had  at  least  two  to  one  the  adviiilage  M 
the  newspaper  press,  and  they  have  kept  that  adfaniaffi 
upHo  the  present  time:  they  have  as  much  as  that  aovw- 
tage  at  this  time  in  this  city,  and  in  all  the  cities  of  iw 
United  States.  It  was  tliemerest  chance  in  the  worid  w« 
the  people's  Chief  Magistrate,  elected  to  office  by  mi  cW- 
toral  vote  of  two  to  one,  has  a  solitary  press  (the  Glooq* 
the  seat  of  Government,  so  unshackled  as  to  dare  puWa 
the  tnith  when  it  shall  make  in  hia  fiivor.  f  k  «o 

The  patronage  bestowed  by  Congress  on  either  ofthe" 
presses  in  this  District  which  do  not  support  the  atlnnnfr 
tration,    (Telegraph  and  Intelligencer,)  Is  g™'^""  ! 
amount  than  the  expenses  of  tlie  entire  civil  list  of  the  si* 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  much  greater  than  all  the  patron^ 
age  bestowed  by  the  administration  on  all  the  n^**PJf 
(including  the  editors  who  have  been  appointed  to  otbce; 
which  now  support  the  re-election  of  the  Pre«dcnt- 

I  thank  the  Senator  for  mentioning  the  printer  in 
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tuc^,  who  U  charged  with  havinac  sent  out  berure  the 
State  election  some  bushels  of  e)ecUoneering  communica- 
tiooa,  betides  receiving  from  Major  Barry  some  $13,000  a 
year.  The  Senator's  informant  wasprobably  underaome 
sli^t  delusion — his  distorted  vinon  had  rery  likely  mis- 
taken the  iiuioeent  buiuUes  oS  post  office  bunks  aent  in 
the  mail,  for  a  counterpart  to  uie  horrid  murder  of  the 
six  militia  men. 

The  Kentucky  piinter  is  more  fortunate  than  any  print- 
er who  baa  stooa  fast  to  his  inte^ty  within  my  know- 
led|^:  he  receives  #13,000  a  year,  ftccordinr  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Senator)  for  what?  For  rarniuiing  the  post 
offices  of  all  the  Western  States  with  wrappinff  p»pefi 
twine,  and  printed  blanks  at  a^ven  price  not  beyond 
their  worth.  Why  not  procure  aome  man  who  b  not  a 
printer  to  furnish  these?  At  least,  why  not  gire  the  buK- 
nesa  in  the  first  instance  to  some  worthy  opposition  man, 
so  tltat,  if  he  was  obliged  to  employ  a  printer  to  do  it,  he 
mi^t  farm  it  out,  and  compel  the  poor  man  to  do  it  for  less 
than  it  was  worth  ?  Had  this  Mr-  Shadrach  Penn  printed 
a  new^iaper  on  the  other  aide,  and  received  twice  the 
amount  he  iidw  receive^  rely  on  it,  lus  case  would  not 
have  been  brougiit  into  Ibta  Henate  in  any  discosnoa  on  a 
bill  fat  establishing  new  post  roads  in  ttie  United  States. 

Id  the  nx  Eastern  States,  at  least  four  out  of  five  of  the 
contractors  under  the  Post  Office  Department  are  not  the 
friends  of  the  present  administration:  some  of  these  re- 
ceive annually  from  tlie  department  from  five  to  ten  and 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  each.  The  contracts  of  Uiese 
ntlemen  will  expire  with  the  present  year:  having 
tfafuUy  performed  their  obligations,  not  one  of  them 
will  five  at  all  the  worse  in  making  new  contracts,  because 
be  happens  to  belong  to  the  party  which  does  not  support 
the  administration. 

The  Benator  says,  in  the  Southern  contracts  lately 
taken  out,  there  were  many  instances  in  which  the  lowest 
bids  were  not  accepted.  The  practice  of  the  department 
has  invariably  been  to  protect  tliose  who  already  had  pro- 
perty on  the  mul  route;  if  other  persons  stepped  in,  for 
the  purpoae  of  reducing  the  bid  much  below  the  actual 
cost,  they  were  required  to  purchase  the  property  at  a 
fiur  price,  ar  lose  their  bid.  The  public  advertiaeiiienta 
have  generally  stated  this  as  a  condition.  Such  was  the 
invariable  practice,  for  years  anterior  to  tlie  present  ad- 
(Dinistrationj  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  cases  of  this 
kind  were  those  of  wliich  the  Senator  complains.  Prece- 
dent and  law  authorize  Ute  Postmaster  General  to  ezer- 
ciae  a  sound  discretion  in  making  the  post  office  contracts. 
That  the  contracts  made  by  the  preaent  incumbent  have 
been  judiciously  made,  is^ roved  by  the  eminent  success 
which  has  attended  all  the  operations  of  the  department. 
K  as  the  Senator  says,  tiiere  has-been  ** looseness  in  the 
management  of  the  whole  mactunery  of  the  department, *- 
Major  Barry  has  been  more  fortunate  than  baa  been  any 
trther  man  of  my  acquaintance:  for  what  machine,  as  ez* 
tended  and  as  complex  as  this,  ever  continued  to  operate 
with  unabated  and  even  with  renewed  vigor,  where  there 
was  looMoess  or  laxity  (tf  mamigemeot? 

It  ia  scarcely  one  year  since  this  department  was  pro> 
nounced  to  be  bankrupt — it  was  not  only  charged  with 
impTDvideoce,  and  pfoftigacy,  and  waate,  but  its  enemies 
nverred  that  it  coula  not  Tooger  proceed  without  throwing 
itself  on  the  public  treasury.  Will  gentlemen  admit  that 
this  charge  was  not  true  f  And  must  the^  not  admit  it,  if 
they  now  vote  for  a  proposition  which  will  the  very  next 
year  in^oae  (m  it  an  ciztra  expense  of  at  least  two  bun- 
<b«d  thousand  didbrs,  and  *  virtual  adcUtioiwl  burden 
of  a  half  a  milfion?  l6df  a  million  of  dollari  tekea  from 
the  means  of  the  department  may,  in  one  year,  accomplish 
the  predictions  of  its  enemies;  it  may  so  embarrass  its 
operationa  as  to  stop  one-half  of  the  nuils  in  the  country. 
But  it  cannot  be  the  design  of  the  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment to  produce  loeh  a  dMastrous  result. 
Tm.  Vni.— 58 


It  has  been  said  that  the  Post  Office  Department  exer- 
cises an  undue  influence  over  the  newspaper  press,  and 
that  it  is  wrong  to  appoint  printers  and  editors^  be  post- 
masters. I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman.  I  beUeve 
there  ne  ver  has  been  an  admtnirtration  under  which  print- 
era  and  editors  hare  not  been  pestmaiters.  During  the  late 
adnunistraticHi,  the  Prcrident  interfered  dhvctly  to  give 
the  most  lucrative  post  office  in  the  State  of  Maine  to  an 
editor  of  one  of  the  warmest  partisan  presses  of  the  country. 
I  believe  the  rule  of  the  present  administration  to  be,  that 
when  a  printer  or  editor  is  appmntedtoa  post  office  where 
the  duties  are  suffident  to  require  his  whole  attention,  and 
the  compenastion  exceeds  one  thousand  dollars— auch  aa 
office  aa  requires  the  Prendent  to  act  in  Oie  appointment 
it  is  made  a  conation  that  he  shall  not  continue  to  punue 
his  profession  of  printer  or  editor. 

There  is  no  more  reason  why  a  printer  should  not  be  a 
postmaster,  than  there  is  that  any  lawyer  or  phyncian 
should  be  excluded  from  the  same  office.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  while  he  printed  a  newspaper,  was  for  a  long 
time  postmaster  at  Fhiladelphiat  and  thiB,  while  the  poa* 
atSBon  of  the  office  gave  turn  an  advantue  ever  other  prints 
era  of  newspapers  in  that  d^.  The  office  of  postmaster 
will  give  any  profeftuonal  man  privileges  and  fiicilities  for 
acquaintance  and  bu^ness  beyond  those  of  his  neighbors. 
The  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United  States  is  compara- 
tively few  in  which  the  labor  of  the  postmaster  is  not  greater 
than  the  compensation,  withoutsome  othe*  advantage.  The 
printer  ofa  village  newspaper  is  often  in  the  best  situation 
to  be  the  postmastert  and  with  a  compensation  of  on^ 
two,  or  three  hundred  dollars  «  year  for  liUiors  in  tiie  Qt- 
fice  day  and  night,  we  must  suppose  the  man  to  be  very 
prone  to  wickMneas  to  be  corrupted  or  improperly  infiu- 
enced  by  the  possession  of  such  an  office. 

It  has  been  a  stan<Ung  subject  of  comfdunt  thatprintera 
and  editors  have  been  appointed  to  office  under  the  pre- 
sent administration.  The  oppontion  have  really  given  to 
that  class  of  men  a  oonuderation  to  which  tliey  were  not 
entitled.  They  are  no  worse,  and  probably  no  better, 
than  any  other  class  of  men:  some  there  are,  certainly, 
who  take  upontbcoiselvet  die  duties  of  temporary  editon 
of  newspapers,  who  wwfc  for  pay,  and  who  are  ready  to 
take  up  on  any  side  for  a  ^uid  pro  quo.  These  are  gene- 
rally from  another  profession,  which  ought  to  be  the  last 
to  complain  that  too  many  offices  are  fill«l  by  printers  and 
editors.  The  talents  of  a  good  law>er  are  conceded  to  be 
necessary  to  fill  a  ju^oal  office  acceptably:  a  moderate 
proportion  of  lawyers  ^ill  do  very  well  in  our  legislative 
bodies^  althoufrti  it  must  be  confessed  that  a  prepratderat- 
ing  majority  often  tax  the  patience  and  the  purse  of  the 
people,  by  discusuons  which  seem  to  them  interminable. 
But  it  is  not  easy  for  common  people  to  diacem  why  an 
educated  lawyer  should  make  a  better  postmaster,  a  bet- 
tN  weif^er  and  ganger,  olf  a  better  officer  or  contractor 
of  any  sort,  than  an^  other  well  educated  and  intelligent 
man.  The  proportion  of  applicants  for  office,  both  fat 
Executive  and  popular  appointment,  are  as  four  lawyers  to 
one  of  any  other  profession.  This  is  all  natural  and  pro- 
per—they  are  probably  better  qualified  apd  better  aoipt- 
ed  to  fill  public  offices;  but  if  any  profession  is  to  be 
ringled  out  as  an  object  for  public  comment,  let  those 
have  the  credit  or  blame  where  credit  or  blame  is  bcstde< 
served. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  is  either  wrong,  or  I  am, 
when  he  sajn  the  war  rate*  of  letter  postage  have  been  con- 
tinued. .  The  war  rates  were  fif^y  per  cent,  advance  of 
the  present  rates.  The  letter  post^^  oug^t  to  be  reduc- 
ed before  the  newspaper  postage  shall  be  touched.  T^e 
moment  the  receipts  of  the  department  will  authorize  it, 
I  would  reduce  the  letter  pestaige  at  least  twenty-five  per 
cent.  The  experiment,  1  think,  would  not,  in  the  end, 
much  reduce  the  revenue,  because  the  increase  of  buri- 
neis,  sfter  the  ftrst  year,  consequent  jon  the  loarer  rate. 
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wottld,  Teiy  likely,  be  eqiial  to  the  aniount  of  reduction. 
For  the  first  year,  the  fiuling  off  would  be  nearly  equal  to 
the  rate  of  the  reductiont  and,  therefore,  the  department 
cannot  now  bear  it  in  addition  to  the  increased  expense  of 
the  new  routes  proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  newspaper  postage  is  said  to  be  a  severe  and  unjust 
tax  01)  literature.  Pamphlet  postage  is  higher  pro  rata 
than  new^per  postage.  Why  not  repeal  ttwt  also?  Nay, 
sir,  to  cany  the  principle  out,  why  not  enact  that  printed 
boolcs  of  erery  description  shall  pais  f^e  in  the  mail? 
Such  a  rule  would  not  give  the  bookdealett  in  the  large 
dtiesa  greater  advantage  over  the  sniall  dealers  in  the 
c[Hintr>-,  than  will  the  abolition  of  postage  on  newspapers 
g^re  to  the  mammoth  newspapen  m  the  bo^  towns  over 
the  village  newspapers. 

At  a  proper  time,  both  newspaper  and  letter  postage 
may  be  reduced:  never  ought  either  to  be  abolished  en- 
tirely. Relying  entirely  on  tiie  receiptsof  the  department 
to  support  itself  no  reduction  ought  to  be  made  the  pre- 
■entyear.  But  if  the  prosperous  business  of  the  countn* 
■hall  continue,  and  tlie  recnpts  of  the  department  shall 
continue  to  exceed  its  expenses,  let  the  postage  on  letters 
be  reduced  twenty-five  per  centum.  This  may  be  done, 
and  the  amount  of  letters  will  increase  without  embarrass- 
ing the  burdens  of  mail  transportation.  Afterwards,  if 
theredtmdant  receipts  shall  continue,  let  newspaper  post- 
age be  reduced  to  one4ialf  cent  each  within  one  hundred 
lules,  or  within4he  limits  of  a  State,  and  to  one  cent  each 
beyond  that  distance  i  and  let,  likewise,  the  postage  on 
pamphlets  and  printed  sheets  be  reduced  in  the  same  ratio 
with  newspapers. 

For  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Holkkb,]  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  entertain  all  that  respect  and  ^mpatby  which  are 
due  to  men  in  liis  condition.  Every  thing  is  uTong  with 
him  under  this  administration.  Jostled  out  of  his  position, 
as  he  was  some  seven  years  a^o,  by  that  biasing  meteor 
which  has  Mometlmes  appeared  in  our  political  hemisphere, 
to  warn  us  of  our  dangers,  and  with  unerring  aim  to  point 
out  the  true  from  the  counterfeit— 

[Mr.  HiLi  was  here  interrupted  by  the  chairman,  [Mr. 
Foot,]  who  said  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  proceed, 
his  remarks  being  personal.  After  a  short  |>auBe,  Mr.  H. 
(Udproceed as  follows:] 

Tjie  suppontions  of  the  Senator  fVom  Maine  about  the 
abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  the  nine  thousnnd 
postmasters — about  this  franking  pnvilege  prostrating  t)te 
liberties  of  the  people  in  the  dust— about  the  enormous 
patronage  of  the  custom-house  in  New  York,  extended  to 
a  newspuper  of  that  city — about  Shadrjich  Penn,  the  New 
Hamp^ire  Patriot,  and  the  Boston  Horning  Post — about 
the  buttering  down  of  erery  thing  valuable  by  tliis  Post 
Office  Department--aboat  the  dangers  of  the  Senate,  be- 
cause some  newspaper  has  had  the  daring  presumption  to 
propose  that  the  Senators*  terms  of  service  shall  be  short- 
ened, and  because  others  have  sugg«sted  that  Senators 
who  do  not  represent  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  their  con- 
sutuents  ought  to  resign — about  the  assaults  of  the  press 
on  the  judiciary,  calling  the  judges  dotards,  and  ch»rging 
them  with  combining  with  a  cabal  of  the  Senate — about 
Mr.  Webb,  of  New  York — aboutthc  favorite,  the  beloved 
minister  of  the  President,  rejected  by  this  body,  and  the 
denunciations  of  the  Globe  for  that  rejection — about  the 
presumption  of  the  Senate  in  refusing  to  listen  to  the  tes- 
timony of  n  dismissed  officer  In  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment— in  short,  about  almost  every  thing  that  relates  to 
the  people,  the  administration,  or  the  opposition— these 
suppositions  having  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  q^ues- 
tion,  I  shall  leave  to  be  adjusted  by  tlie  Senator  himself 
when  he  shall  have  more  leisure  to  attend  to  them  calmly 
and  dispassionately,  as  I  cannoC  doubt  be  wiU  do,'  after  he 
■Iwll  have  settled  down  in  the  eiyt^ment  of  domestic 
qniet. 

Ai  to  the  merits  of  tbeamendmeat  itarlf,  I  will  acknow- 


ledge the  Senator  hasdiscovered  alt  his  usual  ingen\u^iit 
demonstnitinit  than*  but  if  I  bad  not  at  the  tntnent  writ 
ten  it  down,  the  whole  force  of  his  reasoning  woold  ban 
escaped  in  the  mint  which  he  afterwards  ruaed. 

That  part  of  his  speech  which  was  a  written  ealeuhtion 
of  what,  by  possibility,  might  be  at  the  dispossl  of  the 
department  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  if  it  were  true,  I 
might  furnish  a  good  reason  to  reduce  the  postsgeon  eitba 
letters,  newspapers,  or  pamphlet^  or  aQ  of  them.  I  tlunk 
he  made  his  calculation  to  exceed  half  a  milUon  ^  dollui. 
This  calculation  was  predicated  on  the  fi^ct  that,  in  ttie 
first  six  months  of  the  year  1831,.  the  revenue  exceeded 
the  expense  of  the  department  in  the  sum  of  $75,WS  91.  1 
But  it  should  be  recollected  that  in  the  six  previous  months 
the  revenue  had  fallen  ^ort  $13,333  73t  and  tbit  for  the 
three  previous  yeara  it  was  mimia  from  925,000  up  tit 
$83,000  in  a  year. 

I  have  before  said  that  the  principle  of  tke  depsrinent 
always  lias  been — not  to  obtain  a  surplus  rerenae— buttft 
increase  the  fiicifities  of  the  public  mail — to  increase  tbe 
trips  and  the  speed  on  the  more  important  routes— to  ex- 
tend new  routes,  which  the  head  of  the  department  wu 
BUlhonzed  by  law  to  do  between  the  seats  of  justice  of  the 
several  counties  in  the  nexv  States — to  procure  the  mtil 
carried  in  steamboats  between  considerable  places.  I  veil 
know  that  these  improrements  and  facilities  have  been  ex- 
tend«d,  up  to  tiie  present  moment,  ao  ikr  as  the  d*|wt'- 
ment  deemed  it  prudent  to  go.  There  has  been  no  time 
in  which  the  department  has  not  been  pressed  to  go  be- 
Tond  its  ability.  The  late  Postmaster  Gcnenl  scknow- 
ledged,  before  he  left  his  office,  that  he  had  made  exten- 
sions whose  expenses  would  overreach  the  receipts.  In 
1827,  '28,  and  for  the  three  subsequent  years,  the  expen- 
ditures were  beyond  the  receipts:  this  may  beaccounted 
for  from  the  fiict  ths»,  in  the  year  1827,  the  last  bill  tw  es- 
tablishing new  post  roads  was  passed.  The  bill  of  1^67 
did  not  cover  half  the  extent  of  the  bill  now  proposed; 
yet  that  bill  the  first  year  having  been  in  openLtion  only 
mx- months  of  tlie  term,  rc(hiced  the  revenue  within  tiie 
expenditures  $25,000— tlw  nextyear  to $74^000— theyetf 
after  1o  $83,000,  its  maximum,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased  fucttities  given  in  the  contracts  of  1838,  tnd  w 
not  restored  untd  the  year  ending  July  1, 1831, 
amount  exceeding  the  expenditures.  For  fouryesrswh- 
sequent  to,  and  including  1S30,  tliere  had  been  *  defiden- 
cy  each  year  of  trom  S36,000  to  l^^'o 
1838  there  wasa  surplus,  the  lowest  year  $9,000,  snd  the 
highest  year  $80,000.  In  1827,  this  surplus  was  155,000. 
So  it  will  be  seen  there  was  ns  much  if  not  more  reisos 
ill  1828,  when  the  then  new  post  road  law  went  into  ef- 
fect, toanticipate  a  surplus  fund,  as  there  now  is. 

In^ed,  tliis  surplus  nmd,  which  has  always,  coruiited  of 
uncollected  balances  due  to  the  department  from  postmu- 
ters  who  have  biled  to  pay  over,  was  former^  nwth 
larger  than  jt  now  is.  Postmasters  were  not  fintnerlv  re- 
quired to  pay  over  "as  promptly  as  they  now  sre,  aiw  • 
much  larger  proportionate  amount  was  lost  to  the  pubic. 
It  is  now  deemed  a  good,  yea,  an  imperious  cause  fw  re- 
moval, if  a  postmaster  fails  to  pay  over  his  dues  quarterlj. 
The  defidencies  whit^  have  occurred  in  seven  yest*  vi*^ 
1820,  have  been  made  up  from  this  surplus  fimd.  At  m 
time  during  that  period  has  the  Post  Office  DcpsifM;' 
been  in  possession  of  fiinds  beyond  -whatansneceswyiw 
carrj'iiig  on  its  extended  business:  it  does  notpossesHhf" 
at  this  time;  and  will  you  now  force  it;  in  addition  to» 
burden  of  new  post  roads,  to  double  the  amount  of  *h»t 
was  ever  at  any  one  time  imposed,  to  encounter  die  trans- 
port of  paper  equal  to  one-half  of  the  whole  manufrctuPS 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  delivered  out  in  sin^ printed 
sheets  in  tlie  mmt  distant  parts  of  the  country?  Withwit 
a  heavy  appropriation  dii'ectly  from  the  treasury,  the  de- 
partment must  break  down — it  cannot  sustain  itKU  s>i 
mootlis  under  the  prt^oted  arranfenwiit. 
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The  mistake  of  gentlemen  on  this  subject  is,  that  they 
consider  the  postage  of  newspapers  in  the  lig^t  of  a  tax. 
If  H  be  a  taz»  ft  it  a  tax  on  tiie  public  for  the  benefit  of  the 
person  who  receives  it.  It  can  be  demonstrated  that  the 
cost  for  carrying  and  deKvering  newspapers  is  greater  to 
the  departfuent  than  the  pay  it  receiveii.  It  will  be  in  time 
to  answer  the  argunient  of  taxation,  oppresaon,  injustice, 
when  this  newspaper  postage  is  proved  to  be  taxation  and 
injustice^  as  tile  people  so  consider  them.  The  Senator 
hu  mentioned  the  great  privileges  which  the  newspapers 
have  in  New  York,  and  in  the  other  cities  and  considenble 
tow  TVS  beyond  the  newspapers  of  the  villages.  I  question 
very  much  whether  a  cost,  equal  to  the  amount  of  postage 
by  mail,  is  not  paid  in  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  car- 
riage and  delivery  of  newspapers  printed  within  tliatcity, 
to  tiie  people  of  the  same  city.  'I'hirty  thousand  dollars, 
the  sum  estimated  by  the  Senator,  does  not  pay  the  nume- 
jvus  paper  carriers  of  that  city,  a  number  of  whom  must 
be  employed  by  «ach  daily  newspaper  press.  .  The  Post 
Office  DefMrtment,  en  the  prindple  of  this  amendment^ 
shfwhl  pay  these  newspaper  camera. 

The  Senator  says,  tiiat  to  promote  a  salutary  and 
healthy  public  sentiment,  tite  newspapers  of  one  State 
should  be  introduced  into  another  State  on  equal  terms 
witii  its  own  papets-rthat  there  cannot  be  equali^  if  the 
fMMtage  on  newspapers  sliall  not  be  abolished.  There 
«urely  cannot  be  equality  in  such  an  amngement;  in  the  one 
case,  the  printer  may  have  his  materiaU  at  band,  and  will 
pay  no  tnuumort  to  the  point  of  dastinationt  in  the  other, 
should  not  the  printer  have  bis  ink  and  his  paper  carried 
over  the  same  ground,  at  the  expense  of  the  Post  Office 
Depai-tment?  if  the  postmaster  at  some  country  village 
is  obliged  to  preserve  and  deliver  out  to  subscribers  the 
newspapers  printed  in  other  States  without  fee,  ought  he 
not  to  b«  required  to  superintend,  without  fee,  the  news- 
pwen  printed  in  his  own  village? 

But,  says  the  Senator,  tlie  franking  privilege  is  exclu> 
avel^inthe  handsof  tiie  party  in  power,  and  an  important 
election  is  at  hand.  I  am  sorry  to  see  party  feelings  ap- 
pealed to  on  such  a  question  as  this.  1  cannot  believe  that 
any  party  will  derive  a  permanent  benefit  from  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment.  The  Senator  admits  that  while 
Congress  is  in  session,  tiie  parties  at  tltis  point  are  equal 
as  to  the  advantages  of  the  franking  privilege.  During 
the  present  teasion,  1  am  free  to  acknowledge  that  the 
party  to  which  the  gentleman  belongs  have  been  much 
more  industrious  than  the  other  aide.  Our  foldii^  rooms 
have  presented  ^undant  prouf  of  tiiis  fact:  members  of 
Congress  do  far  mon  at  this  business  of  franking  than 
any  of  the  cheers  of  the  departments.  I  have  myself 
fratiked  more  papers  and  documents  in  one  week  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  seuioa„  than  I  did 
during  the  fifteen  months  in  which  I  did  the  duties  of  Se- 
cond Comptroller  in  the  Treasury  Department.  There 
can  be  no  object  in  franking  the  papers  from  the  District 
by  the  public  officers:  to  obtain  the  frank,  these  papers 
must  go  at  least  one  day  later  Ulan  they  would  go  irom 
their  offices  of  publication.  Few,  indeed,  are  the  news- 
p^ers  franked  either  by  the  ofiicera  uf  the  Government 
in  the  departments,  or  by  postmasters:  tiiey  cannot  afford 
to  pay  fi>r  more  pqiers  than  they  read;  and  sddom  is  a 
newspapersecn  intbe  mwl  bearing  their  frank.  Itismuch 
more  natural  for  members  of  Congress  to  supply  their 
friends  during  the  sesaicHK- they  know  their  constituents 
will  be  gratified  as  well  for  the  attention  thatis  psid  them, 
as  for  tiie  information  they  will  obtun  relative  to  what  con- 
cerns their  interests.  In  this  respect,  I  am  {^lad  that  the 
Senatca-  acknowledges  (he  parties,. the  adnunistzation,  and 
the  minori^,  to  stand  on  equal  ground- 

If  it  shall  be  tiie  inteMion  to  throw  tUs  department  on 
the  public  treasury  to  th^  amount  of  lulf  a  nnlUoB  or  a 
nuUioD  of  df^ata  per  amMim,  for  the  Mke  of  jtrotecting 
tlio  largo  Mwspiqier  csteblisbments,  and  iiyorii^  the 


small  ones,  for  tiie  sake  of  fioodingtbe  country  with  newt- 
papers  printed  in  this  District,  to  affect  the  President 
election,  I  trust  that  honorable  Senators  will  weigh  weU 
the  consequences  of  such  a  step  before  tliev  proceed, 
[t  will  be  ntal  to  the  wholesome  increase  and  growth  of 
the  department.  It  will  be  an  unjust  tax  upon  the  whole 
community  for  the  benefit  of  die  political  trader  and 
speculatori  for  by  what  riglit  can  you  tax  the  people  for 
the  carriage  of  newspaper*,  any  more  than  .you  can  tax 
them  for  the  carriage  of  any  other  eomnuuity  used  and 
consumed  by  any  particular  class?  Once  pemut  the  Post 
Office.  Department  to  place  its  reliance  on  the  common 
treasury,  and  well  may  we  become  alarmed  at  the  dangen 
of  post  office  influence.  There  will  no  longer  be  an 
inducement  to  husband  the  resources  of  that  establish- 
ment; there  will  be  no  necessity  for  restricting  the  ex- 
penses to  the  amount  of  the  actuid  iocomet  the  scramble 
will  be,  not  who  can  beat  serve  the  publw,  but  who  can 
get'the  moat  money?  The  means  of  ccnruption  will  be 
unbounded:  the  department  itself  will  falter,  like  the 
bloated  epicure,  from  the  free  use  of  the  food  that  is 
placed  before  it.  The  temptation  will  be  too  great  to  be 
resisted.  Jf  the  principle  of  supporting  this  department 
from  tlie  public  treasury  be  adopted,  there  will  be  no 
bound  to  the  expenset  and  its  inemmeney  irill  increue  ai 
the  expense  shall  be  increased- 

I  have,  nr,  detained  the  Semite  longer  than  I  eouH 
have  irished.  I  would  not  have  ^loken  at  all,  had  I  not 
felt  it  to  be  a  duty,  as  one  of  a  committee  which  has  be- 
stowed much  labor  on  this  bill,  to  resist  an .  amendment 
which  will  compel  me  to  vote  against  the  whtrie,  if  tbia 
shall  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  mil-  i  4m  myself  con- 
vinced— 

That  the  present  newspaper  postage  is  not  a  full  re- 
muneration for  the  expenses  of  carrj'ing  and  delivering 

them. 

That,  to  ahoUdi  this  postage  entirely,  will  impose  a 
burden  on  tiie  Post  Office  Department,  which  cannot  be 
borne  witboot  an  equivalent  from  tiie  treasury. 

That  payment  from  the  treasury  wiU  be  an  ui^jiut  and 
unequal  tax  upon  all  persona  who  do  not  reeave  their  news* 
papers  tlirough  the  mail- 
That  the  effect  of  abolishing  newspaper  postage  will 
be  the  destruction  and  injury  of  the  small  newspaper  es- 
tabHshmenta  throughout  the  interior  of  the  country. 

That  it  will  enable  wealthy  and  designing  men,  and  w- 
sociations  of  men,  to  monopolize  the  newspaper  press  of 
the  United  SUtes- 

That  the  expense  of  transporting  the  muls  will  be 
greatly  increasedt  and  If  letter  mails  shall  not  be  entirely 

S anted  from  newspaper  mails,  confusion  and  delay  wUl 
e  place  in  the  transmisrion  of  ktters. 
That  posunasters  will  demand  and  be  entitled  to  an 
equindent  amounting  to  at  least  one-half  the  present  post- 
age, for  which  no  provirion  is  made  by  law. 

That  the  proposition  is  an  interference  with  the  private 
business  and  industry  of  imUvtduals,  calculated  to  promote 
the  benefit  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many. 

That  it  will  make  the  routes  in  the  newly  settled  parts 
of  the  country,  and,  indeed,  in  the  long  settled  parU  where 
the  population  ta  scattered,  so  unproductive  aa  to  compel 
the  Postmaster  General  to  discontinue  many  of  them. 

In  short,  that  the  tendency  of  this  amendment  will  be 
the  destruction  of  the  post  office  establishment,  and  the 
imminent  injury  of  the  whole  trading  and  commercial 
community — a  measure  of  more  immediate  mischief  than 
any  which  has  passed  Congress  »nce  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  in  consequence  of  an  inqtury  pro- 
pounded by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office,  why  the  Comadttee  of  Inreitintion  appointed  by 
the  Senate  last  year  to  inquire  Into  the  admimstrmtion  of 
the  dcptrtnettt,  ^  not  pnweed  in  tiio  OMeutkin  of 
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thCK  dntiei,  went  into  a  Tiew  of  the  canie*  whiclk  had 
cheelced  the  promn  of  Hut  mquiry  at  the  very  moment 
when  impeachable  matter  had  been  elicited,  and  when 
the  tpprehensions  of  the  friends  of  the  department  had 
been  rotued.  He  ibowed  that  the  labors  of  the  committee 
had  been  arrested  by  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  by  the 
Senate,  prol^itin|f  the  committee  from  inquiring  into 
ai^  imp^hable  matter,  the  neoessaipr  consequence  of 
which  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  further  inqiurj'.  He  gare 
a  Nocmct  and  forcible  summary  of  tlie  course  of  the  com- 
mittee, while  engaged  in  their  labors;  nsrrated  the  man-^ . 
ner  in  which  attempts  bad  been  made  to  destroy  the  repu-  j  reported  the  biU. 


qocstfon  was  dirided,  so  that  Oie  first  quesben  wu  on 

recommitting  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  it  had  been  bis  fixed  determiiMtioa 
not  to  consume  any  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  ^bcii» 
ing  this  bilit  be  belieTed  the  subject  was  well  undentood, 
and  its  merits  so  fully  and  so  generally  appreciated,  tl^ 
ai^iment  was  uneccsnrri  um  he  had  stated  to  die  8^ 
nate,  when  it  was  lint  tuen  up,  tbst  he  should  occnpjr 
none  of  their  time,  except  so'  nr  as  bocamc  necenuy  in 
expbining  and  answering  questions  which  might  be  ex- 
pected of  him,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  which  kid 


tation  of  Mr.  Bradley;  and  sustained  the  character  of  that 
gentleman  in  a  very  effective  manner.  He  pledged  him- 
self, if  the  Senate  would  rescind  the  resolution  prohibit- 
ing the  committee  from  inquinrinto  impeachable  matter, 
•M  i^TC  him  a  committee  wbidi  wotild  go  throurii  the 
inrestigition,  to  produce  in  ten  dayi  a  report  of  bets 
which  would  place  the  matter  in  a  correct  riew  before  tiie 
world. 

Before  he  had  condudedi  he  gare  way  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn!  and 
The  Senate  ■4jQurBed. 

TncxsDAT,  Mat  10. 
POST  OFFICE. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  comndention  ci  the  bill 
to  establiBh  eertun  poet  offices  and  p<^  roads,  and  to  di»- 
Cfmtinue  otiiers. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biaa  to 
amend  toe  l»U  by  adding  a  section  abolishing  tlie  postage 
mi  newspapers  after  the  1st  day  of  July. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  concluded  the  remarks  which  he  com- 


But,  sir,  as  the  Senator  from  South  Cavdina  [Ur. 
Hatks]  has  declared  that  the  merits  .of  the  bill  arc  to  be 
dtscussedcn  this  motion  to  recomnut,  and  has  made  which 
anatiackonthe  report  otithe  comnuttee,  and*BmeipecU 
allusiont  to  me  personally,  I  cannot  «msent  that  this  auei> 
tion  of  reference  be  decided,  without  some  notice  of  Ui 
remarks;  and  although  not  prepared  at  this  time  fta  s 
full  discussion,  not  having  the  minutes  of  the  SctiMot^ 
speech  (which  I  had  taken  at  the  time  of  ib  deliverr) 
before  me,  I  must  beg  a  moment's  indulgence  in  my  o«b 
defence,  as  well  as  in  defence  of  the  repMl.  The  Senalor 
surely  could  not  have  read  the  report,  or  ^  not  at  iD 
understand  its  import  when  he  alluded  to  the  calcnlsiiaD 
made  hy  the  eurom'ittee.  Shf,  the  calculation  to  whidi  be 
alluded,  ^  not  refer  to  tlie  number  to  be  embraced  ia 
this  bill,  but  was  a  mere  calculation  on  ftcts,  for  tiic  iivn 

ftosc  of  shoving,  from  the  number  of  those  now  on  the 
ist,  that  the  estimate  made  by  the  committee  on  calculi- 
tions  founded  on  the  tables  of  annuities  of  Hilnor  ind 
Kankin,  as  calculated  by  Professor  Wigpleswoith,  dh^ 
be  depended  on  as  a  safe  guide  in  the  estimates. 

The  report  states  that  it  was  bcliered  that  a  grat 


menced  yesterday,  further  commenting  on  the  manner  in  portion  of  the  whole  army  did  apply  to  be  placed  on  As 
which  the  investigation  instituted  last  year  into  the  manage- 1  pension  list  under  the  act  of  1818}  and  the  report 


ment  of  the  Post  Office  Department  was  arrested. 

Mr.  GBUNDY  made  an  explanation  on  some  of  the 
pdnts,  especially  In  reference  to  the  extra  allowances 
given  by  tlie  Postmaster  General  in  the  case  of  Harrall, 
and  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  eontracL 

Mr.  HOLMES  succeeded,  maUng  aoine  additional  ex- 
planations on  the  manner  in  whieh  the  inquiries  of  the  sub- 
eommittee  last  year  were  met  at  the  department. 

The  ^estion  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  BiBi,  and  determined  in  the  negmtive,  as  follows: 

YBA8.-*-Mes8rB.  Bell,  Bibb.  CI^^,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Foot,  Hrelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knigfat, 
imUer,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Runles,  Seymour,  SUibe^  Spngue,  Tomlinson.— S3. 

NATS. —Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Bnekner,  Dalhs, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  mng,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Bobinson,  Smith, 
Taiewell,  Tipton,  Troop,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkina.— 33. 

The  bill  was  then  furttier  amended  in  its  detaila,  and 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  The  amendments  made 
in  Cannuttee  <^  the  Whole  were  ctmeurred  bit  and 

The  SeMtea^ouraed. 

FaiMT,  Hat  11. 
THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL 
Being  taken  up,  Hr.  BIBB  renewed  the  motion  which 
ha  had  unsuccesafutly  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  aboBili  the  postage  on  newspapers  fhrni  July  next. 
The  amendment  was  again  negatived— yeas  33,  nays  33, 
and  the  hiD  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PENSIONS. 

The  Senate  then  resamed  ^  conndcration  of  ibt  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving 
officers  and  stdd'ien  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

The  qiMstioii  h^t^  on  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr. 
BoBivses,  toreoommtt  the  bill,  with  instnwtiansi.  which 


'  In  order  to  furnish  ntisfactory  evidence  of  this  &ct,  On 
committee  aubmit  the  following  brief  statement  ind  trii- 
mate,"  Stc.f  and  then  follow  the  tables  taken  from  oSciil 
documents,  showing  the  number  of  troops  fumifhed  bj 
each  State,  viA  w  total  amount,  and  also  the  nsnber 
funushed  in  each  year,  fkom  which  that  estimate  is  ftrawd, 
and  that  portion,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ctmimittee,  deslf 
proved.  The  Senator  here  has  made  a  very  great  M- 
take  in  adding  the  number  of  invslid  penMoners;  by  vlwh 
he  thinks  he  nas  discovered  a  gross  error  in  the  calcob- 
tions  of  the  committee,  showing  that  the  number 
pensioners  is  much  greater  than  it  could  posdbly  b«,  k- 
cording  to  tbe  rule  adopted  by  the  committee.  Sir,  doe* 
not  the  Senator  see  that  the  number  of  invaUd  pendOBcn 
has  no  connexiim  with  that  calculaikm?  Does  be  net 
know  that  this  invalid  pennon  list  embraces  tiiose  «fao 
have  been  disabled  in  every  war,  from  the  conoeaee' 
ment  of  our  Government?  What  portion  of  dikt  bt  ii 
made  op  of  revolutionary  soldiers^  Not  one  lunth  put! 
If  the  Senator  will  turn  his  attention  to  the  ninth  paE**" 
the  report,  he  will  there  find  the  d«ta  on  which  the  «a- 
mtttee  tiave  made  their  estimate  for  tliis  bill,  taken  fh* 
tiie  joomals  of  the  old  CongreKi^  Includii^  the  two  ihos- 
sand  B8  furnished  by  the  depulmenttand  let  bhn  ealcaiile, 
and  show  us  any  error  in  that  estimate.  Since  tbe  SenstO' 
made  bis  strictures  on  our  report,  I  have  looked  at  tbe 
report  and  estimate  made  by  tiie  committee  of  tbe  HouKi 
in  which,  although  tbe  calculation  is  made  in  a  different 
way,  I  find  but  a  very  trifling  difference  between  ^ 
estimates  of  the  two  committees;  ]  have  also  run  over  ne 
calculation  again,  and  do  not  find  any  error.  The  D^"^ 
iialao  nrndi  nriitaken  In  aaotiMrponrt.  Heititedtbi 
**tione  but  regular  eoldien  ever  recrired  invalid  ftx- 
sions."  Sir,  every  soldier,  whether  of  the  regular  an?, 
volunteers,  or  militia,  who  waa  wounded  in  bsttk,  a 
titled  to  an  invalid  pcniioB  under  existiw  lami  w 
pension  ptinciplo  hae  not,  as  be  has  tfafted,  Been  *■ 
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Penaumt. 


times  eonSned  to  the  Mi^Ur  aniw,"  but  haa  been  «!• 
ready  extended  to  ererv  cIbn  of  aoldim  cmbntced  in  th» 
IhU.  Here  b  no  "new  principle  of  penNoni.'*  or  exten- 
MOn  of  tbcMe  "principles,"  whicli  has  excited  ao  much 
alami* 

So  much,  sir,  in  justification  and  defence  of  the  report. 

Some  personal  ailunona  demand  my  notice.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Sm-ra,]  in  a  speech  delivered 
■orae  time  moe,  perfaapa  on  the  appropriation  bill,  and 
pttbTiriied  in  the  Globfr— *'offidal"— hasdenonunated  roe 
*' our  greatest  econouto.**  Far  be  it  from  me  to  eom- 
plnn  of  this  chuf;e,  as  it  is  not  considered  a  term  of  re- 
proach. ItisadistiDguiabingcharacteriflticof  the  people 
of  my  native  State,  whose  tnatilutions  I  venente,  vhow 
habits  I  admire,  and  whose  social  relations  I  love.  Ha- 
bita  of  industnr  and  economy  were  inculcated  upoii  me 
in  early  life— inhaled  with  my  breath,  and,  from  necesn^, 
practised  throiqfh  my  vbok  lift.  Both  tte  Senator  fhxn 
South  CareSna  [Mr.  Rititx]  and  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land have  KiTCo  me  mnch  credit  for  the  lucccaBAil  ap- 
plication of  some  of  the  rales  of  economy  »  my  public 
Ufe;  in  savin;  much  of  the  public  money  on  aeveral  oc- 
caHons.  They  have  prtrffcsscd  great  confidence  in  my 
knowledge  of  the  true  principles  of  economy.  But,  sir. 
they  have  both  chao^fed  upon  me  the  abandonment  of  all 
those  priodplca  in  relation  to  this  bUl,  and  reaort  to  tlie 
**vi)deBt  extmvagance,"  and  have  esprened  their  as- 
tonishment to  find  me  an  advocate  for  a  meaure,  wbidi, 
for  its  extravagant  waste  of  public  money,  must  stand 
foremost  in  the  front  rank!"  Here  they  do  me  injastice. 
Sir,  if  the  Senators  had  united  with  me,.atthe  last  session, 
in  applying  the  true  principles  of  economy,  I  assure  them, 
it  is  my  firm  belief  that  a  greater  aum  would  have  been 
saved  to  Ihe  country,  than  was  saved  by  the  **  radical  con^ 
mittee  of  1825,'*  ftv  which  they  have  given  me  ao  much 
«redit;  or  the  act  of  18S0,  which  redoced  the  appropnap 
tion  for  pensions  under  the  act  of  1818  about  a  iiuUion 
and  a  half  of  dollan,  reported  also  by  a  committee  of 
which  my  coUe^fue  and  myself  were  members,  and  for 
which  the  Senator  from  Maryland  was  disposed  to  take 
the  credit  for  bis  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  There 
is  a  wide  difference  between  economy  and  parsimony, 
which  are  often  used  as  convertible  terms;  they  are  often 
confounded,  but  it  is  of  great  importance  they  should  be 
well  undentood.  Eeommy  saves  needless  ezpcnset 
partimony  wHhholds  what  is  hecessary.  The  wise  man 
describes  them  in  most  admirable  terms:  "  There  is  that 
giveth  and  jret  receiveth— and  there  is  that  withholdeth 
more  than  is  needful,  and  it  tendeth  to  poverty/' 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Senators  from  Maryland 
and  South  Carolina  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 
This  bill  passed  the  House  at  the  last  session,  by  a  majori- 
^  of  133  to  52,  came  to  the  Senate,  was  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Pennons,  repotted  without  amendment, 
and  an  attempt  made  to  call  up  the  biU  l^ed,  the  vote 
being  20  to  30.  Let  me  now  say  to  those  Senators,  that 
true  economy  demanded  the  passage  of  this  bill  at  that 
time;  and,  in  my  opinion,  agreat  saving,  both  oftime  and 
money,  would  have  been  effected  by  it. 

Mr.  President,  this  Govcmment'is  not  a  Government  of 
fiwee,  but  rests  entirely  on  public  opinion.  The  moral 
fi»ee  ia  combined  witii,  and  directs  the  phyncal  power  of 
the  wlH^e  nation^  and  while  these  remain  combined,  aii^ 
in  harmonious  action,  it  fomu  the  stroi^st  Oovemment 
on  earth.  But,  sir,  if  the  moral  influence  is  debased,  the 
physical  power  becomes  mere  brutal  force;  the  fbunda- 
tioii  of  the  Oovemment  is  destroyed,  and  the  superstruc- 
ture of  repubbcan  Government  fiuls  at  once  to  the  ground. 
Public  sgen^  must  retain  public  confidence,  or  they  can 
aeveradminutcr  this  Government.  , 

'nte  omnipotence  of  public  opiiUon  u  often  fclt,  and  we 
know  bow  nun  are  all  attempts  to  resirt  h!  It  wKy  be 
mialcdi  and  it  is  ss-absalotely  irresiatible  in  error,  until  it 


can  be  ra»Tectedbycoolreflectionand  discovery  of  truth. 
When  tha^  diacoveiy  is  made,  it  comes  to  a  just  dei^Moa. 
As  Mr.  Jefferson  aaya,  '*  the  people  will  always  decid* 
correctly,  on  a  correct  knowledge  of  fiu:ts."  Public  opU 
nion  has  decided  deliberately  and  definitively,  and  ham 
demanded  tbat  provinon  be-made  for  the  remnant  of  the 
revolutionary  army,  aiid  we  cannot  renst  it.  Can  any  man 
doubt  the  lacl^  I^t  him  look  at  the  journals  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  last  two  years.  See  the  large 
majorities  with  which  bills  have  been  passed  for  their  re- 
lief. Look  at  tlie  proceedings  and  instructions  of  State 
L^ishtturcs.  Look  at  the  proceettinga  of  aU  our  public 
meetings.  Do  you  find  a  dissenting  voice?  Not  on*. 
There  m  no  mistake  in  thi»— it  speaks  a  hmgui^  not  to 
be  DHBunderstood.  Public  opinion  governs  ail  uur  legi^ 
lation,  and  it  la  wwse  than  useless  to  attempt  to  deny  it| 
you  cannot  pass  and  coftrcc  a  nngle  law  whidi  has  not  its 
approbation.  Nor  can  you  resist  or  prevent  the  passnga 
of  a  law  which  the  public  voice  demanda. 

The  bill  r|ow  under  jconnderation,  whi^  passed  the 
House  at  its  last  session  by  a  mi^ori^  of  eigh^  votei^  fuUy 
satisfied  public  expectation.  It  involved  an  expenditure 
of  less  than  450,0(X}  dollars  per  annum,  for  a  very  abort 
period.  Unfortunately,  it  did  not  pass  the  Senate.  Bu^ 
sir,  the  bult  was  not  mine.  If  this  bill  had  then  passed, 
much  time  in  legislation  would  liave  been  saved,  and  pro* 
bably  a  milfion  «  dollars  annually.  Look  at  tim  Irill  now 
befbre  us,  from  the  House,  which  has  been  reported  and 
passed  during  the  pendency  of  this  bill  before  the  Senate. 
See  the  consequences  of  this  delay.  A  bill,  as  the  Sens' 
tor  has  truly  said.  Involving  at  least  treble  the  amount  of 
the  bill  reported  by  our  committee  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session.  Let  Senators  vote  to  recommit  this  bill. 
One  of  these  bills  must  and  will  be  passed.  Let  those 
who  have  <^posed  this  bill  take  the  biU  from  the  Houses 
with  treble  the  amount  of  expenditure,  and  then  boast  of 
tiirir  economy.  I  will  TOte  fiir  rither.  I  have  no  fcan 
that  we  shall  overpay  the  soldiers  of  the  revcdutionary 
armyt  It  is  immatcriu  to  me  which  bill  shall  receive  the 
approbation  of  Coi^^ress.  One  will  certainly  paast  and,  if 
it  is  not  soon  decided,  let  me  assure  gentlemen  there  will 
be  no  neeesuty  to  "  advertise  for  public  iudignation." 
But,  sir,  I  must  express  my  re^t  that  the  House  should 
have  sent  us  another  hill,  on  principles  so  entirely  differ- 
ent from  tiie  fonoer  bill,  and  which  passed  bpr  an  equal 
m^ori^,  while  tiieir  first  bill  was  pending  before  us.  ft 
has  distracted  the  public  mind,  which  was  fully  settied. 
It  has  interrupted  and  delayed  the  action  of  the  Senate; 
but  it  cannot  be  chatted  to  us.  I^t  the  responsibility 
rest  where  it  belongs.  Pass  which  bill  you  will,  the  pub- 
lic mind  will  not  now  be  fully  satisfied  with  our  legislation 
on  this  interesting  subject. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Haixk]  ismti^ 
mistaken  when  be  sajr^  '*  this  bill  is  an  old  acquaintance; 
that  it  has  been  before  the  Senate  for  several  yean;  has 
been  fti^  discussed;  that,  two  yeara  since,  it  was  known 
by  the  name  of  the  mammoth  pension  bill,"  against  which 
be  made  the  speech  from  which  he  has  now  read  some 
statements  and  estimates.  I  will  not  believe  the  Senator 
capable  of  making  a  atatement  which  he  did  not  think  cor- 
rect But,  sir,  the  bill  to  wbidi  he  refers  was  probably 
the  bin  contuning  two  w  three  hundred  names^  which 
passed  at  the  last  sesnon.  Let  me  tell  the  Senator  that 
this  bin  was  never  (fiscussed  in  the  Senate.  It  came  from 
the  House  near  the  close  of  the  last  sessttm,  for  the  first 
time;  and,  on  my  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  for  consider- 
ation, the  vote  stood  20  to  30 — there  was  no  discussion 
upon  it  The  Senator  may  refer  to  some  other  bill  firum 
the  Committee  on  PennoDS;  for  lam  free  to  acknowledge^ 
tha^  rniee  the  Senator  fhnik  Maryland  [Mr.  Smitb]  placed 
me  at  the  head  of  that  oommitte^  1  have  labored  ^th- 
fiilhr,  and  endeavored  to  do  equal  justice  to  ^  the  ofiicera 
and  soittirrs  of  the  reroihitionaTy  army. 
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Sir*  some  remub  have  Mien  from  the  Senator  In  re- 
lation to  the  militia  vho  are  provided  Tor  in  thta  bill,  for 
■ix  months'  •crrice  in  the  war  of  the  rerohition,  which  a 
■enae  of  duty  compels  me  to  notice.  The  Senator  is  not 
at  all  responrible  to  me  (o/  any  remarks  he  may  ehoose  to 
make  in  relation  to  the  militia  of  bis  own  Statei  bat,  sir, 
the  conduct  of  the  militia  of  my  State,  durin(f  tb>t  event- 
ful period,  is  deserving' of  the  highest  praise  and  eommen- 
dation.  Nor  do  I  beticTc  that  any  portion  of  the  militia  of 
any  of  the  Eastern  States  deserve  the  censure  cast  upon 
them  by  such  insinuations.  Who  fbu^t  the  battles  of 
Bunker  Hill,  Lexington,  Bennington,  and  Saratoga,  tlie 
Plains  of  Abraham,  and  under  the  walls  of  (Quebec?  Have 
any  of  your  laws  of  1818  or  18S8  embraced  thoae  brave 
and  devoted  patriots  and  citixen  aoldiera^  No!  These 
men  are  cxwded!  Where  can  you  find  the  militia,  in 
the  Eartem  or  Mid^e  Stales,  *<  flering  to  the  camp  as 
a  place  of  safety  Mr,  thk  inainuation  distressed  me. 
Towards  our  n^itia  it  was  unjust,  unkind.  During  the 
year  1780,  Connecticut  had  in  the  field  more  than  one- 
seventh  part  of  the  whole  regular  army !  But,  sir,  where 
was  this  force  employed?  Not  a  mngle  "  camp"  in  that 
8tat^  And  when  our  whole  coast,  for  ninety  miles  in 
extent,  was  in  one  almost  continued  blaset  when  all  our 
principal  towM^  Irom  Rhode  Island  to  New  Tor^  were 
involved  in  one  general  conflagration,  not  a  continental 
officer  or  soldier  could  be  found  in  the  State,  lliey  were 
fighting  the  battles  of  our  common  country  in  New  York 
and  in  other  States  south  of  us.  Who  were  massacred  at 
Groton  fort,  where  near  two  hundred  wives  were  made 
widows,  and  six  hundred  children  made  orphans,  in  a 
dngle  day?  MiUtia  and  vdunteers!  Sir,  the  militia  of 
Connecticut  never  "  fled  to  the  camp  for  a  place  of 
■fetv."  They  fiew  to  meet  the  foe  at  every  ptint.  Te^ 
sir,  oiey  flew.  On  the  miKtia  and  vdunteersdevolvedthe 
defence  of  our  whole  line  of  seacoist:  they  were  kept  in 
perpetual  alarms,  from  the  incursions  of  the  Vandal  ene- 
my. Some  volunteer  comnanies  were  denominated 
*'  minute  men,"  fi-om  the  celerity  of  their  movements. 
One  company  of  a  hundred  men,  from  my  native  town. 
Arced  a  march  of  forty  ndtes,  to  defend  the  pubKe  stores 
at  Danbsty,  and  drove  in  tiie  rear  guard  of  the  enemy. 
They  excluuiged  three  shots,  killed  and  wounded  fmirteen 
of  the  enemy;  nw  did  they  retreat  until  the  artillery  open- 
ed a  fire  upon  them  from  the  mun  body.  On  another  oc- 
casion, the  same  company,  in  less  than  six  liours  from  the 
first  alarm,  mustered,  marched  fourteen  miles,  and  drove 
in  a  marauding  party  of  a  hundred  and  fifty,  with  a  los9 
to  the  British,  as  was  said,  of  tour  killed,  including  an 
ofiicer,  and  six  wounded)  on  our  side,  four  killed,  and  two 
'severely  wounded.  Tbet  wounds  I  have  seen:  these 
men  were  crippled  for  life.  Did  they  *<  flee  to  the  camp 
aaa  pUceof  safety?"  Are  such  men  unworthy  of  the 
conrndcration  of  Congress?  Sir,  they  never  received  it, 
they  never  asked  it.  They  have  mostly  pud  the  debt  ^ 
nature,  and  rest  with  the  great  congregation  of  the  dead. 
But  let  not  their  memory  be  traduced — it  is  dear  to  us — 
to  mc  it  is  dear.  1  knew  muiy  of  these  men :  Oiey  were 
my  neighbois  they  were  my  friends.  Sir,  one  &ct  in 
relation  to  tMs  company  is  worthy  of  notice.  It  will  be  on- 
deratood,  three  only  of  that  eompain  now  sarvtve,  to  my 
knowledge:  two  reside  in  Ohio,  and  one  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York. 

The  Senator  complains  that  the  money  paid  for  ser- 
vices during  the  revolutionary  war  goes  in  very  large  pro- 
portions to  the  liUstern  States.  Does  he  wish  to  know 
the  cause?  Where  were  the  troops  raised?  Does  not  the 
Senator  know  that  m<M«  than  one-half  ai  the  whole  num- 
ber of  regular  troops  were  raised  hi  the  New  England 
States?  Let  him  look  at  the  report,  taken  from  official 
documents,  and  he  will  find  that  New  Hampshire,  Hassa- 
chusetts,  Rhode  Island*  and  Connecticut,  fumidied  in  the 
reguhr  army  118,3$0  men,  and  ttie  other  mne  States  but 


113,566.  And  is  not  the  money  to  be  paid  to  thosewlio 
rendered  the  service?  Does  me  Senato-  ask  why  Ae 
New  England  States  should  have  fiimiriied  a  greater  per. 
tion  than  his  own  State?  He  has  himself  g^ven  one  itty 
satisfactory  reason — that  near  one-half  of  the  popuktion 
of  South  Carolina  were  tories!  Sir,  we  bad  very  few 
tories  in  New  Engbnd.  And  mce  we  never  hsve,  lij 
former  act%  nor  do  we  now  propose  to  peMson  the  tofii^ 
he  must  not  expect  so  great  a  portion  of  the  pennonitofs 
to  the  South.  But,  sir,  the  Senator  will  find,  on  esaimi- 
ingtbe  documents  on  our  table,  that  South  Cuidini,  even 
nuw,  haa  on  the  penuon  list  a  greater  number  of  pen- 
woners,  in  proportion  to  her  number  of  regoUr  troepi^ 
than  Connecticut. 

The  Senator  haa  produced  a  atatement  here,  to  dm 
that,  in  some  of  the  New  Engkad  Strtc^  0Mire  money  ii 
received  in  pensiona  Aan  the  amount  of  tiidr  dvil  bts. 
What  then!  Suppose  it  to  he  so.  If  the  momy  be  due 
to  citizens  residing  there,  should  it  be  withheld  bectuie 
they  reside  in  New  England?  In  the  settlement  ofjuit 
claims,  or  appropriations  of  money,  have  we  ever  object- 
ed that  the  money  was  ^ing  to  the  South'  No,  siri  I  re- 
joice that  no  such  sectionsl  feelings  exist  in  my  part  of 
the  eounttyt  and  no  such  complaints  have  ever  been  heard, 
on  tliia  floor,  fimn  New  Eng^od  Senators. 

The  SMHtor  haa  said  that  the  citisens  of  South  Cart' 
lina  served  **  and  sufi*ered  more  than  any  other  pwtion 
of  the  Union."  Why,  then,  doea  he  oppose  the  paauge 
of  this  bin,  which  embraces  volunteers  and  militia—^ 
ver^'  class  who  performed  uicb  services,  and  endured  such 
sufferings,  in  bis  own  State?  Is  it  because  he  is  iguoA 
the  principle  i  Tins  bill  embraces  no  new  principK.  It 
is  a  supplement  to  the  act  of  15th  May,  1838,  whieh  be  m> 
ably  advocated,  and  which  may  be  emphatic^ly  called  bii 
own  favorite  bilK  He  hn  already  establidied  the  princi- 
ple, and  we  now  propose  to  extend  his  own  principlo, 
for  the  benefit  of  bis  own  State,  and  others  whomdnol^ll^ 
nish  troops  for  the  regular  army,  but  did  fiimish  their  M 
quota  of  militia  and  vdunteera,  whose  justclainis  ue,  Tor 
the  first  time,  embraced  in  this  hill.  We  propoK  to  do 
equal  justice  to  allt  but,  strange  and  unaccountable  siit 
is,  he  opposes  it  witii  aU  bis  powerfol  eloquence  and  ■^ 
gument,  even  when  his  own  State,  from  bis  own  ttstt- 
ment,  is  most  deepty  interested  in  the  bill.  Sir,  the  Se- 
nator baa  denounced  a  system  of  pensions  for  milituf 
service^  in  very  strong  terms,  as  the  commencement  of  s 
tystem  which  will  embrace  all  classes  of  the  comRiuoin, 
for  every  species  of  public  service,  and  will  eventuuf 
break  down  this  Government.  BuC  «r,  let  me  ask  tw) 
Senator,  who  haa  ever  advocated  any  such  qrslem  on  thii 
floor,  or  elsewhere?  Not  one.  A  qrstcro  of  pnwnahsi 
always  been  denounced.  During  tms  prcaentsesnon  the 
Senate  has  denounced  it.  It  haa  not  an  advocate  iatbs 
Union)  and  why  should  the  Senator  be  alarmed? 

Both  the  Senators  from  Uaryland  and  South  Carolin* 
have  charged  on  me  a  departure  from  the  ground  taken 
by  the  Senators  from  Connec^cut  in  former  times.  Tb^ 
are  said  to  have  protested  and  voted  against  the  prino- 
ple  of  pensionifig  for  mifitary  senrices.  If  the  Semton 
will  look  at  repwU  mode  by  me  during  the  present  snd 
former  aesnon^  which  have  been  printed,  and  mitunn 
by  the  tuianioMUS  vote  of  the  Senate,  ihey  will  find  > 
strong  protest  against  penaoning  for  military  serrice^ 
in  mea*  than  one  report.  These  reports  go  fiirther, 
and  state  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  strictly  tme:  that  Con- 
greaa  have  never  recogrased  the  principle  of  penBomnf 
for  military  aervice^  and  I  trust  they  never  will  TncT 
have,  indeed,  granted  invalid  penwms  to  wdi  as  veit 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  **  service; 
and  this  is  to  be  conuj^ered  rather  as  part  of  the 
or  inducement  to  enter  the  service.  The  act  of  IBls 
cannot  be  conadered  oa  teeoginsing  the  principle  of  g*."" 
iioni.   Its  provinona  did  not  emkmce  nil  whosn^ 
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the  reTolutionuy  war,  even  on  the  continentil  eatftbliBh- 
mentt  but  cmly  tboie  **  who  were  in  tuch  reduced  dr- 
eunutaiiee*  m  to  need  the  ud  of  their  coUDtn  for  Mip- 
port.**  It  was  rftther  k  gnrtui^,  or  charity,  indiieed  by 
tile  eonviction  that  thoae  men  Md  aerer  been  Ailly  paid 
according  to  contract,  and  were  then  pininr  in  porerty. 
The  act  of  15tb  Hay.  tSS8,  to  which  tbia  bill  ii  a  aupple- 
Hient,  does  not  rec(^ise  the  pennon  priniuple  s^eU.  It 
rests  on  the  ground  that  the  contracts  of  the  Government 
with  these  men  were  never  pcrfortDcd  in  good  faith;  that 
they  never  reedved  >■  full  oompenaation:  and  this  bill 
propose!  to  add  the  reonant  of  the  revolutionary  army, 
mcluding  militia.  State  troiqi^  and  volunteers,  upon  the 
aame  prindp1e--that  they  were  never  paid  according  to 
contract.  It  does  not  propose  to  make  full  payment,  but 
to  do  something  like  equal  justice  to  all  who  have  equal 
claims  (or  their  services,  sacrifice^  and  aufieringa,  in  the 
glortous  Btruf^e  for  our  independence.  And  will  the 
Senator  say  that  these  men  have  no  ohims? 

The  venerable  Senator  from  Manrbuid  bw  said  tiiat 
there  w*s  no  fighting  in  New  Englana  after  the  year  1779. 
Has  the  Senator  forgotten  that  all  the  prinnpM  towns  in 
Connecticut  were  plundered  and  burnt  by  the  enemy  af- 
ter that  period^  He  baa  scouted  the  idea  that  any  of  the 
"  officers  or  soldiers  ever  complained  of  privations  and 
sufferings."  IF  he  bad  read  the  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensioni^  sure  I  am  he  would  never  have 
hazarded  such  an  assertion.  And  what  will  be  t^  surprise 
of  Ua  brother  officers  and  soldiers  to  hear  him  aisert,  on 
this  floor,  that  no  New  England  irooM  were  in  the  bat* 
ties  on  Long  Island  and  White  Plains?  Where  were  the 
nine  thousand  6re  hundred  regular  troops  from  New  Eng- 
land at  that  time?  They  were  not  in  their  own  States. 
Hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  Connecticut  troops  (in- 
cluding nulitia)  were  on  Long  Island  and  York  Island. 

The  arguments  used  against  this  bill  are — we  are  not 
hound  to  provide  for  these  old  st^era— we  have  already 
been  too  libetat— fraoda  will  be  pnetiied — it  wiU  draw 
noney  from  the  treasury— ve  shall  be  heavily  taxed.  I 
will  briefly  notice  these  arguments,  in  their  order.  1st, 
It  is  said  *'  we  are  not  bound  to  provide  for  these  old  aol- 
diera."  My  answer  is,  it  is  now  too  late  for  the  application 
of  this  objection.  If  this  was  an  original  question,  the 
case  would  be  entirely  different;  and,  from  the  experi- 
ence of  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1818,  1  am  inclined  to 
doubt  whether  a  Hiailar  bill  would,  at  this  time,  pass 
either  Bouae  at  CoiMfrcas.  But,  air,  this  is  not  now  the 
question.  The  act  oTl  818  haa  been  in  aeration  fiiurteen 
years.  More  than  twen^  thousand  have  received  its  be- 
ne6ts.  This  bill  has  no  connexion  with,  cx  reference  to, 
it.  The  question  now  is,  whether  we  ouglit  not  to  extend 
the  provisions  ofthe  set  of  15th  May,  1838,  to  tlie  small 
remnant  ofthatarmyt  giving  some  portion  of  tlie  liberaliU', 
bounty,  or  charity  (if  you  please)  to  those  who  are  equally 
entitled  to  it,  for  titeir  services  and  sufferingi^  which  has 
been  so  k»|^  enjoyed  by  othen.  Most  certainly.  Both 
equity  «nd  justice  demand  it:  and  what  stronger  obligation 
con  be  imposed  on  us?  The  act  of  1818  was  intended  to 
embrace  Uiosr,  and  those  only,  who  were  in  such  reduced 
circumstances  as  to  need  the  aid  of  their  country  for  sup- 
port. This  act  is  stiU  in  full  force,  and  embraces  all  who 
shall  become  so  reduced.  The  inequality  and  conse- 
quent injustice  sf  that  act  haa  ever  been  aground  of  seri- 
ous eomplainL  In  its  operation  it  haa  held  out  induce- 
ment^  and  even  n  boun^,  ^  inddence  andimprovidence. 
It  haa  embraced  a  reiy  large  portion  of  those  who  served 
and  suffered  least  in  that  army,  while  thoae  who  bore  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  who  have,  by  prudence, 
industry,  and  economy,  acquired  even  a  small  pittance  of 
property,  valued  over  three  hundred  dollars,  have  been 
excluded  from  its  benefits.  It  has  given,  from  tlie  public 
treasury,  nindy-six  dollars  per  Minum  to  many  of  the  ira- 
pnnrident,  faiduUnt,  and  the  diiiiolut«t  fat  their  support! 


while  those  who,  by  hone«t  industry  and  economy,  and  by 
hard  labor,  have  'obtained  a  small  pittance  of  property 
which  would  rent  for-eigbteen  dollars  per  annum,  liave 
been  considered  too  riim  to  need  any  ^  from  tiie  Oo* 
vemmen^  and  have  been  excluded  fhnnHs  benefits.  The 
palpable  injustice  to  meritorious  officers  and  soldiers  un* 
doubtedly  induced  Congress  to  pass  the  act  of  l£th  May, 
1838.  This  afforded  only  a  partial  relieff  and  it  will  be 
recollected,  its  passage  was  opposed  by  many,  because  its 
provisions  did  nut  embrace  all  who  were  eqtially  merito< 
rious— the  State  troops,  volunteers,  and  militia,  which 
thift  bill  proposes  to  add  to  the  list:  and  can  it  be  said  these 
men  have  no  claims?  It  will  not,  it  cannot,  be  denied. 
Sir,  in  my  opinion,  we  are  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obU- 
gationK  Xo  provide  for  this  remnant  of  that  army,  whether 
the^  had,  originally,  any  claim  or  not.  Ctmgres^  by  its 
legislation,  has  laid  the  foundation  for  a  claim,  whicli  can- 
not be  rensted.  The  united  voice  of  the  people  demands 
it)  equal  and  exact  justice  demands  it.  The  House  of 
Representative^  at  toe  laat  session,  by  an  overwbebnii^ 
vote,  admitted  it— uid^  the  Senate  refuse.' 

of  the  second  cd>jection,  viz.  that  *'  we  hare  already 
been  too  liberal."  Mr.  Preuden^  can  this  be  aerioualy 
urged  to  invafidate  tiie  cbum  of  the  old  soldiei;?  If  we 
have  been  **  too  liberal"  to  one  portion  of  that  army,  dudl 
we  be  unjust  toothers?  Such  an  argument  will  hardly 
justify  us  to  our  own  consciences,  much  less  in  the  eyes 
the  w<Mid.  But  it  is  said  "frauds  will  be  practised."  Sir, 
althoni^  great  coD|4ainta  have  been  made  of  frauds  un- 
der the  act  of  1818,  can  any  frauds  be  fbuod  under  the 
set  of  May,  18^^  to  which  tiiis  is  a  lupplement?  I  have 
beard  of  none.  Some  Senators  have  lulen  into  error  in 
oppoung  this  bill,  as  a  supplement  to  the  act  of  1818;  and 
they  wilL  find  their  arfpiments  wholly  irrelevant.  1  hope 
Senators  will  at  least  give  the  bill  a  fair  construction,  and 
not  chafge  upon  it,  as  some  of  our  Southern  brethren  liave 
upon  the  tariff,  all  the  evils  which  they  fear,  in  addition 
to  all  the  *•  ills  of  human  life.*'  But,  sir,  the  great  and 
powerful  ailment  against  the  passage  of  the  lnll  **it 
will  be^ar  the  treasury,  or,  at  least,  prevent  the  reduc- 
tion of  unneceasaryandoppreanve  duties."  Aodwillyou 
refiise  to  satisfy  a  just  cLum  because  it  will  cost  money^ 
Sir,  the  report  tiie  comnuttee,  which  haa  been  read,  and 
is  in  the  hands  of  every  Senator,  ^ows  ,the  estimated 
amountofannualcham  on  the  treasury.  If  the  bill  should 
pass,  not  to  exceed  four  hundred  and  fiffy  thousand  dot- 
farsi  and  is  this  price  too  high  for  our  independenee?  and 
that  sum  will  be  rapidly  TMucxdi  and  within  five  year* 
will  be  reduced  toa  sum  merely  n«iunal.  The  accuracy 
of  those  estimates  may  be  tested  by  any  one  who  widiea 
to  investigate  them,  and  examine  them  nirlv.  The  c<mi- 
mittee  believe  tliey  will  be  found  to  exceeo  the  demand. 

But,  sir,  it  is  objected  by  some,  that  militia,  Slate 
troops,  and  volunteers,  ought  not  to  be  embraced  in  it. 
Will  it  be  contended  that  their  services  were  not  as  anht- 
ous  and  as  dangerous  as  those  (tf  the  regular  annyf  Tbw 
fought  by  tlMw  stde  )n  every  battle;  th^  shared  with 
tbem  in  every  danger  and  every  liardshlp.  Yes,  morci 
for  if  the  regular  army  waa  poorly  ekd  and  miserably  fed, 
what  was  the  condition  of  thoae  who  were  suddenly  called 
from  their  homes,  without  perhaps  a  change  of  cfothing, 
and  for  whom  no  provinon  had  been  made  an  a  sudden 
emergency  ?  History  Informs  us  that  their  sufferings  were 
even  greater  than  those  of  the  regular  array.  Whose  line 
of  Diarchtor  traU,  might  be  traced  1^  the  Uood  upon  the 
frozen  ground,  oozing  from  their  hue  and  frozen  and  1^ 
cerated  feet?  Who  were  driven  to  the  dire  Dcceirirrof 
satisfying  the  eravii^  of  hui^r  w itb  the  "pates  and  offals 
of  cattle,  and  even  with  the  booh  of  horses?"  Statetroops 
and  militia,  ordered  into  service  to  fill  the  ranks  ofthe  army, 
almost  entirely  disbanded  in  fiwe  ofthe  enemy.  Who  were 
constantly  harassed  with  continual  marchings  and  fight- 
i^?  Yourflyingcamps,  nduntees^andsUtiUtis  tbcsa 
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were  BOt  lying  In  c«Dp%  ot  wmaig  in  winter  qouteni  thejr 
wiire  incflMuidj  and  comIhi^t  cnfKged  tn  Mtigue  vaA  in 
battle.  Thefe  are  the  men  wIm  brewted  the  nnt  thock 
efthe  wiu-i  they  were  not  aiereen«7  tddiertt  tbejrlbi^t 
in  all  fOur  battleat  they  riiared  largely  in  eraiy  danger; 
and  than  they  not  also  ahare  in  yo»ir  bounty.' 

In  reply  to  the  queation,  whether  ttua  bill  includes  the 
partiaan  corps  not  attached  to  the  amy,  if  there  can  be 
a  doubt,  let  the  biD  be  ao  amended  aa  to  embraec  Aem, 
ftr  the  SenatOT  wiUiee  nwh  waa  Die  intention  ofthecom- 
^ttee,  from  the  cloiiiv  reicaifca  of  thdr  report,  dciig^ 
nating  the  aeveral  eorpa  embraced  by  the  l»U|  whidi  Mr. 
F.  read,  aa  follova: 

'*  This  hill  embracea  no  new  principle,  except  one  of 
equal  justice.  If  the  fact  be,  as  has  been  estimated,  that 
two-tl^rds  of  the  vhole  number  of  the  pensioners  were  of 
those  who  enlisted  after  the  year  1780,  and  taw  very  little 
•erviofe,  and  endured  titUe  suffering— were  eoaniaralively 
well  fed  and  comlbrtably  clad,  and  have  received  more 
tiian  fl,300  since  the  year  1818,  is  it  anreasonable  to  al- 
low to  the  small  remnant  of  those  who  fought  the  battka, 
endured  the  aufferinga  and  privations  of  that  army,  during 
the  moat  eventful  period  of  the  war,  the  little  pittance 
proposed  by  this  bill?  Is  it  objected  that  this  bill  includes 
State  troops,  volunteers,  and  militia?  They  were  called 
into  service  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army,  by  order 
of  CaiwrM*>  Will  it  be  coBtended  that,  because  lliej  did 
BOt  vMuntarily  cnlte^  they  are  not  equally  entitled  to  the 
libersllty  of  the  Government?  ShaU  it  be  said  that  an 
American  was  impreaaed  into  the  service,  and  compelled 
to  fight  the  battlea  of  his  country,  and  not  reerive  a  just 
eompensation?  If  there  iaanyoneclasamoremeritorioua, 
and  more  deserving  the  &vonible  notice  and  bounty  of  the 
Government,  than  any  other,  ia  it  not  that  class  which  is 
embraced  by  this  bill?  lluwe  who  breasted  the  firat  dwck 
of  the  wai^ who  nished  to  meet  the  fee  at  Lexington  and 
at  Bunker  Hilliat  Bennington  and  Saratt^i  at  White  Pbuss 
and  Long  idandi  at  Princeton  and  Trentont  at  German- 
town  and  Brandy winet  at  Yorktownt  at  King's  Mountain, 
and  at  Eutaw  springs;  Gtiilford  court-house  and  Camden? 
Who  shared  lai^ly  in  every  battle  ?  The  brave  men  who 
constituted  your  flyini^  camps^  your  minute  men,  yoiirvo* 
luntecn,  yoHr  brave  invmciblea,  under  the  devoted,  the 
heroio,  and  chivalrous  Sumpter  and  Marion:  or  ahalt  those 
be  excluded,  who  were  drau^ted to  fill  uptherankaofthe 
army,  to  prevent  its  lotal  dismemberment  m  the  free  of  the 
enemy,  in  the  time  of  our  greatest  extreoUty?  Iliitory  has 
recorded  the  services  and  sufferings  of  theae  men,  and  let 
her  not  record  the  nation's  ingratitude — nor  injuslice  to 
this  small  remnant  of  the  revolntionary  army." 

Mr.  FBEUNGHUYSEN  said  he  would  detain  the  Be- 
nate  for  a  Aw  moments  in  stating  the  reasons  for  his  vote 
In  fkvor  of  this  bin.  The  honon^le  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Hr.  Hatrx]  has  correctly  ranarked,  said  Mr. 
P.,  tltat  the  original  principles  of  the  pension  system  re- 
spected those  only  who  had  become  disabled  in  the  mili- 
tary and  ruval  service  of  the  country.  It  professed  to  help 
that  portion  of  the  soldier-  alone,  that,  in  our  employ- 
ment, had  been  deprived  of  the  faculty  of  helping  them- 
■elvea.  And,  air,  if  we  were  now,  fbr  the  first  time,  about  to 
enlafge  these  principlea,  I  should  agree  with  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  in  many  of  his  patriotic  sentiments.  In  the 
discussion  of  this  question,  he  has  exhibited  a  masterly 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  and  moat  ably  and  eloquently  urged 
the  |>rqfnant  evils,  the  corrupting  influence,  of  a  great 
pcnwon  aystem.  Sir,  I  submit,  with  all  respect  for  that 
nntleman^  that  it  is  now  too  late  for  the  introduction  of 
niese  doctrinesi  and  that,  in  tniUi,  they  do  not,  and  sboidd 
Vrt>  M>ply  to  the  claims  of  that  meritonoua  clsM  of  our  fel- 
low-cftinas  who  sustained  the  stnigglei  of  the  American 
rmrfatioa.  We  have  snffiered  the  &m  to  paa  when  the 
•^tension  of  pension  favora  might  have  been  resisted  on 
abMiMt  priMiplM.  For,  ^»  ft  it  mm  won  than  fear- 


teen  years  ago,  (tnlSlS,)  when^  Conmsiartlie  Unnl- 
ed  States^  by  its  legistoon,  departed  from  ttiese  atriet 
rules,  and  granted  a  pension  to  such  soldiera  of  the  regu- 
lar line  as  were  in  reduced  circnlktances.  Here,  then, 
was  an  explicit  surrender  of  the  miserftble  ba«  of  pen- 
non. Here  was  provision  nnde  for  tbe  needy,  from  other 
causes  than  military  privationa.  The  Government  opened 
the  hutd  of  relief  to  all  of  a  specific  efaus  who  were  re- 
duced to  the  Mcemily  of  seeking  its  ^  By  some,  tlw 
Uberal  and  seaaonable  ooncern  tor  the  deslllitte  waa  te- 
garded  aa  an  act,  of  mere  juaticei  by  others,  tif  cqiutyi 
and  >7  all,  <^  gratitude.  And,  the  great  moving  cooaider- 
ation  waa,  the  nature  of  the  service.  Theae  wvn  not 
fighting  for  pay.  Sir,  they  staked  all  that  was  vahiable  on 
the  issue.  It  was  a  revolution,  in  every  sense.  We  not 
only  reusted  Great  Britain,  but  resolved  to  aetnp  for  our- 
selves. It  waa  a  resort  to  first  principlea.  We  threw 
ourselves  back  upon  the  elements  of  pofitical  amociatiim. 
We  were  in  cdotdal  dependenoei  we  had  been  wb* 
jeets  of  a  fi»«ign  potentate — and  we  resolved  to  bectime 
^he  citizens  of  our  own  Government.  We  determined  to 
convince  the  world  that  we  poewaeed  the  right,  and  meant 
to  exert  the  power,  to  think  for  and  govern  oureelvea. 
Such  were  the  noble  doctrines  for  wbicn  our  armies  were 
mustered.  Yes,  sir,  they  staked  all.  and  tt»ey  gained  all. 
There  never  had  been  such  a  service,  or  such  an  arnqr,  or 
such  a  cause,  in  this  worM  before.  The  Congreaaof  1818 
thotqfht  it  made  its  own  law—and  thrt  it  would  be  aa  un- 
just, aa  it  was  harsh  and  ofVentimea  offennve,  to  apply  to 
itfttc  eondKiona  of  a  pure  pension.  It  is  now  too  late  to 
retrace  our  way.  We  have  yielded  to  better  influencea. 
We  surely  should  not  oompfain  of  the  cidl  that  is  now 
made,  for  we  have  ouraelves  furnished  the  plea  far  it. 
The  only  duty  that  remains  for  us  ia  to  aseertam  its  legiti* 
mate  operation. 

Moreover,  rir,  the  act  of  1898,  that  profosaad  to  indem- 
nify the  regulw  army  of  tlie  revolatian  for  tbe  deprcciab 
ed  and  almost  worthless  pay  that  was  made  to  nem,  in 
still  larger  meaaores  appnwdted  llie  true  spirit  of  these 
claims. 

But  there  were  two  defects  in  the  qrstem,  even  as  Aua 
liberalized.  In  the  first  place,  it  exacted  the  humiliating 
conression  of  absolute  poverty.  It  required  oftfaeaged 
veteran  that  he  should  publiclv,  and  in  prearace  of  tbe 
sons  by  the  aide  of  whose  ftthera  he  had  ftu^  and  suf- 
fered,  expose  the  wretchednem  his  conditiont  that  be 
should  produce  the  proof  of  his  pauperism,  and  awearto 
it  himself.  I  have  seen  these  wortMea,  in  our  publ'ie 
courts  of  justice,  exhibit  the  inventory  of  their  poverty, 
down  to  the  items  of  cups  and  saucers,  and  I  have  feh 
humbled  for  my  country.  Sir,  a  noble  spirit  would  some- 
times exclaim,  I  will  die  in  want  first  If  my  country  ex- 
acts such  ignoble  conditions,  let  her  withhrn  tbe  misera- 
ble pittance.  And  wIk^  nr,  of  tl^  Senate,  doe*  MK  honor 
the  sentiment?  TthashcenhoiKiredandvin^criedb^tbe 
manly  feeling  of  this  great  community.  PoMic  opinion 
would  not  kntger  brook  such  terms  of  natitmal  honor  and 
gratitude;  and,  by  the  concurring  indicstions  of  Legisla- 
tures and  people,  we  are  invoked  to  relax  these  hard  con- 
ditions. And  should  a  few  partake  of  a  fiivor  that  do  not 
need  it,  better  so,  than  that  even  one  deaerving  reKe  of 
times  so  dearly  cherished  should  go  down  to  the  dust 
neglected  and  forgotten. 

But,  sir,  there  waa  another  and  ei^ually  aubslantial  objee- 
tion  to  tiie  present  system.  It  discriminates  most  invidioaa- 
1y  between  tlie  troops  of  Oie  regular  line  and  the  mifitis. 
The  latter  could  not  perceive  the  reasons  for  such  differ- 
ence, when  they  remembered  that  they  had  fought  as 


bravely,  atid  bled  as  f^ely,  u  any  soldicTs  of  the  Ameri- 
can army.  The  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Hatmb]  hss 
ssid  that  tiie  camp  was  the  place  of  mSrty.  If  that  wen 
BO,  it  must  have  been  dM  camp  of  the  regular  forces,  and 
not  ItewKertahH  aror^kanglng  qrarten  mt  a  yartiwa 
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eorpi^  wbaae  tenti  were  ndied  ttmlay,  only  to  be  itnick 
to-morrow,  to  repel  the  sudden  tncuniofw  of  a.  prowling 
and  merceraty  horde.  Sir,  the  genlletnui  also  urged 
that  the  men  at  home  and  on  their  nums  suffered  moat  le- 
▼erely  by  danf^raand  depredatioiut  and  auch«  Mr.  Preai- 
dent,  vere  preciaely  the  ezt^nciea  of  the  n^itia — they 
were  the  yewnanry  of  the  countty,  who  were  often  sum- 
moned from  tbOT  ploughs  at  a  moment's  wamingf  to  fly 
to  the  defence  of  dieir  nrigbboriioodit  and  reolaim  the 
phmdn  that,  In  an  unexpected  hoar,  (be  enett^  had  rilled 
mm  their  dweUbigt  and  their  farms.  ThMe  were  the 
men  who  fett  the  distresses  of  a  cruel  and  relentless  war- 
ftre-^diat  brought  terror,  atarm,  and  confiifion  to  the  fire- 
aide— end  who,  amid  all  that  long,  harasring,  and  doubt- 
Ail  conflict,  stood  firm  to  the  cause,  and  never  flinched 
firam  their  purposes.  Tn  pcTsoiial  privatiens,  fliey  suffer- 
ed quite  as  severely,  and,  m  die  aacrifice  of  property*  Tast- 
\S  more,  than  the  regular  soldiery.  •  Wherefore,  then,  is 
it  that  we  should  coldly  pan  tbm  by,  and  with  such  par> 
lial  and  exclusire  consideration  distinguish  the  one,  and 
utterly  reject  the  just  elanns  of  the  other? 

Besides,  sir,  if  the  bill  should  be  made  to  rest  on  ade* 
(|uate  compensation,  bow  were  the  militia  paid?  In  the 
same  depreciated,  wwUtlesB- currency  in  which  the  Con- 

Sm  baa  fteeorded  mdemni^  to  Ae  regular  army.  So 
Kt  wbirtever  indacements  my  be  urged,  there  b  no 
aamd  or  satisbctory  reaaon  for  preferences,  where  the 
akeafffice,  eufferinga,  and  gloi^  were  common. 

I  regfietted  to  hear  any  thing  of  sectional  contrasts  in 
this  mattert  that  the  North  would  receive  at  the  rate  of 
10,000  pensioners,  while  the  South  and  West  could  only 
^reaent  4,000.  Sir,  these  exciting  sufwestions  I  consider 
unhappy  in  their  influence.  We  have  mr  too  many  sec- 
tional prejudkea  already  to  depbre.  Let  us  not  increase 
them.  Wby  aboold  tbia  tnll  be  enlbted  in  Ae  ungracious 
ierv}ee>  It  waa  not  so  reguded  hi  1818  or  182S.  We 
then  treated  it  aa  a  national  object.  The  battles  and  perils 
of  the  revolution  were  not  encountered  for  sections-^ife 
and  boner  were  pledged  and  redeemed  as  fully  and  finely  for 
Georgia  as  for  New  Jersey.  Why,  then,  «r,  should  we 
attempt  to  trace  the  dollars  of  this  proposed  appropria- 
tion  t6  the  pockets  of  the  receivers,  and  run  up  an  ac- 
count between  ttus  and  the  other  side  of  any  liaef  But, 
Wf.  President,  on  principles  of  the  utrictest  acoonntability, 
the  pfvndom  of  tbe  1»U  are  jut.  If  tiw  Hortb  sent  the 
moat  men,  rtie  should  receive  the  greater  recompense.  To 
give  to  the  most  fighting  the  most  pay,  seems  very  equal. 

The  West  have  in  terms  been  invoked  to  ud  in  pre- 
Tenting  what  is  denounced  as  unequal,  because,  »<om 
•odal  and  political  causes,  the  most  numerous  body  of  the 
revolutionary  army  happen  to  rende  north  <rf  this  Dis- 
trict. I  dso  invoke  the  Wot— not  for  sectional  purposes 
~biit  I  would  call  upon  them  to  remember  4ie  Mcd  &- 
tbers  whom  they  have  left  behind— to  soothe  the  last 
years  <iX  a  feeble  few,  now  in  right  of  tb«r  graves,  by 
whose  patriotic  strokes  you  now  eiHoy  your  n^Ie  Wes^ 
with  all  its  enterprise,  resources,  and  happiness.  Sir,  my 
honorable  friend,  in  terms  of  eloquent  eulogium,  aacribed 
to  the  female  heroism  of  tbe  revolution  a  full  share  in  the 
achievements  of  those  memorable  times.  I  diougti^  Mr. 
President^  that  bad  those  more  than  Spartan  mothers 
listened  to  tbe  b^;fa  tribute  paid  to  tbcir  virtues,  tbdr 
hearts  would  have  respondecl,  sudi  pnuse  from  such  a 
«oarce  b  mere  than  ample  recompense — now,  be  just  to 
our  husbandsand  sons,  and  we  shall  acquit  our  country  of 
■11  ber  obligations. 

As  tbe  bill  before  us  dispenses  wMi  tfie  eonditioa  of 
poverty,  and  impartidlv  imparts  its  benefits  to  all  tiirtde* 
serve  them,  I  hope  it  will  receive  die  supprntoffbeSowte. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  after  a  few  remarica^  ezpremed  bis  in- 
tcntioa  to  offer  some  views  on  a  subsequent  part  of  tbe 
d^Mte,  and,  in  tbe  mean  time,  to  yidd  the  floor  to-day  to 
•19  oUmt  gendeman. 

Voa.  Tm.— <P 


Mr.  CLAT  Aen  spoke  fbr  some  time  in  advoeaey  of 

the  claimsof  the  revolutionary  soldiers,  not  on  the  boun^, 
but  on  the  Justice  of  the  eountry ;  and  demed  that  this  act  • 
of  justice  to  these  brave  veterans  who  stiU  survived  of  tb« 
gallant  band  wtuch  secured  our  Indapendcnee,  abould  be 
Klentified  with  the  tariff. 

Mr.  BBOWN,  of  North  OaroliDa,  foilmdinoppailttaa 
to  the  biU. 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed  to  Monday. 

HovsAT,  Mat  14. 
POST  OFFICE. 
TbebiU  to  establish  certsin  post  offices  and  post  tonds^ 
and  to  disoontintie  others,  was  men  toad  a  tbird  time. 
On  the  question  of  its  passage, 

Mr.  HILL  read  a  series  of  ooservatioos,  to  show  diat  be 
never  libelled  any  one,  that  he  never  violkted  the  tules  xS 
the  Senate,  or  abused  iu  courteqr,  and  that  he  acrer  adc- 
ed  General  Jackson  for  an  office. 
Mr.  HOLMES  made  a  voj  snroastie  remark  or  two^  in 


reply. 
After 


a  few  words  froS  Mr.  DICKEB80N  and  Mh 
FOOT,  the  biU  was  passed. 

PENSIONS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  eonridention  of  ttie  p«n- 
sion  btU. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  notiwi  of  Mr.  Bo< 
BiKsoif  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  made  some  remarks  in  &ror  of  tbe  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  and  agvqst  the  motion  to  recommit. 
He  took  a  historic  view  of  tbe  various  battles  of  promi* 
nent  importance  which  bad  been  fought  during  tbe  revo- 
lutionary war,  and  stated  tiie  proportion  of  Nwthets  sal 
Southern  troops  which  were  engaged,  in  order  to  obristo 
the  objection  which  had  been  raised  on  the  score  of  the 
partial  operation  of  the  bill,  and  the  aupcriorily  in  beneftti 
which  one  part  of  the  Union  would  cqfoy  over  the  other. 

The  question  was  then  taken  <m  Ibe  motlaii  to  tncMll- 
mit,  and  decided  aft  follows: 

TEAS. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Ellti^ 
Ewin|^  For^^,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Johnston,  Kane,  King^ 
Msi^^um,  BGller,  Bobinson,  Buggies,  Tasewel^  "tiXust 
White  19. 

NATS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  Dallas,  D'lckerson,  Dud- 
ley, Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hdmei^ 
Knight,  Harcy,  Naudwn,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Silsbee,  Tip* 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  WilUos.— 31. 

So  tlie  Senate  refused  to  recommit  tile  bilL 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  GarirnT,  to  insert  the  following  wwdss 

"Including  those  »ho  fiiwht  under  Wi^yne^  Clarke. 
St.  Cbir,  Harmar,  and  Hamtramckf** 

Which  Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  by  adding  hereto 
the  following  words: 

**  And  any  other  person  who  was  in  the  aervioe,  ludar 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  H^*'*'*  luqr  tribe  of 
Indians,  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  ifyS.** 

And  the  pending  qtiestion  beii^  on  tiie  amendment  to 
the  amendaaent. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TuiavAT,  Hat  15. 
POSTAGE  ON  NEWSPAPEB8. 
Mr.  HOLMl^,  pursuant  to  notice  i^ven  yestord^,  aad 
with  the  leave  of  tbe  Senate,  introduced  a  biU  to  repeal 
the  postage  on  newqMperstwbichwu  read  a  first  mm  se- 
cond timoiaad  relened  to  the  Cwnnutteo  oq  tbe  Post  Offiee. 
BANK  RBPOBT8. 
On  motion     Mr.  BWING^  tbenMutim  offibred  some 
dqrsrincebTMr.  BnrtMr,  dbreeiinf  Oe  printing  of 
coplee  of  tbe  report  of  the  cnmUMsf  en  tin  fruited 
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StateB*  Bsnk,  and           copies  of  tiie  decomeati,  wns 

taken  up  for  considention. 

The  resolution  wu  tben  amended^  on  motion  of  Mr. 
DALLAS,  so  u  to  embnce  the  tbrc«  reports  made  by 
the  caminttea  and  membori  tbereofi  aad  thus  amended, 
5,000  copies  of  tbe  reports  and  1,000  copies  of  ibn  Aoea- 
ments  were  wderedto  oe  printed  fiir  theuseof  the  Senate. 
DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  J.  HUNT. 

A  message  waa  reenved  ftam  the  House  of  Represen' 
Utivet  H.  St.  CIdr  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 
commumcsting  the  death  of  the  honorable  Jokathak 
Host,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representativea  from 
the  State  of  Vermont,  and  informin|*  the  Senate  that  the 
funeral  of  the  deceased  would  take  place  to-morrow  at  4 
o'clock  p.  H. 

The  nessaife  harinr  been  read, 

Mr.  PBENTISS,  after  a  few  euk^tie  j«marks  on  the 
private  and  pubUe  worth  of  the  decosed,  moved  die  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Maokedt  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  funeral  of  tbe 
honorable  Joitathaii  Huht,  late  a  member  of  tbe  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  to-morrow 
at  4  o  clock  in  the  evening;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  that  they  will  go  in 
mourning,  and  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  it  was  then  ndered 
tiiat  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
lliunday. 

The  Senate  then  adjounud. 

TaomsBAT,  Mat  17- 

The  nltin(^  of  to-day  was  spent  on  private  bills  and 
executive  bunnesi* 

FaiDAT,  Mat  18. 
PUBUC  LANDS. 
Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
which  was  referred  the  hill  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  pubhc  lands,  made  a  voluminous  report; 
which  was  read.  It  condemns  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  recommends  a  reduction 
of  {urtcea^  and  acceleration  of  sales.  The  conclusion  of 
the  report  recommends  that  the  bill  repented  by  the  Com> 
mittee  on  Hanuftctures  be  amended  so  as  to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  to  a  minimum  of  one  dollar  per 
acre,  and  of  fifly  cents  per  acre  on  such  lands  as  have 
been  in  tbe  market  above  five  years,  and  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  tbe  present  biQ,  except  the  clause  which  allows 
10  per  cent,  to  the  new  States,  and  to  increaae  that  to  16 
per  cent. 

1,  On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  5,000  copies  of  the  re- 
piort  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  stat- 
ing that  the  House  had  disagreed  to  the  amendment  on  the 
apportionment  bill,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 
laid  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  at  tbe  next  meeting  of 
the  Senate, 

PENSIONS'. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  covwderation  of  the  pen- 
sion bill. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  modified  his  amendment  by  adopting 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitk,  with  a  nn^  moifificatjon, 
and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows; 

YEAS  — Mcsarg.  Benton,  Bibb,  Bwing,  Forsyth,  Grun- 
dy, Hendricks,  Kane,  Moore,  Pmndezter,  Robiiuon,  Bug- 
gies, Tipton,  Troup,  White — li. 

NAYS — Mes^  Bell,  Brown,  Chty,  Dallas,  Dickecson, 
EUia,  Foot,  Frelingluiysen,  Hayae,  Hill,  Holmes  J^n 


ston.  King,  Knight,  Mangum,  Haroy,  Miller,  Nsuduo, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Silsbec,  SmiUi,  8[»igui^ 
Tazewell,  TomliDSon,  Tyler,  Wa^uwn,  Webster,  Wt- 
kins.— 30. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUYSEN then  moved  toanendthe  bin, 
to  eitend  its  provisions  to  tbe  widows  of  those  wbe  vm 
entitled  to  the  bene6ts  of  the  act  of  1838,  but  who  M 
died  before  the  passage  of  that  act  ThtsaaMndaentvis 
also  negatived  by  the  following  rote: 

YEAS. — Hears.  Dallas,  Pickerson,  Forsyth,  Freling. 
huysen,  Hill,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Wageaman,  Webster, 
WUkin8.--10. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Ellis,  Ewing,  Foot,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendrick%  Hcdn^ 
Johnston,  King,  Knight,  AUngum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentits,  Rcdibtnsk  Bu^cgles,  8ej^ 
mour.  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tamfinnw 
Troup,  Tyler,  White.-- S3. 

Mr.  MARCY  moved  to  strike  out  "  ux,"  and  inmt 

three,*;  so  u  to  reduce  the  required  term  <rf'  sernce  to 
three  months.  The  amendment  was  r^eetedl^thelU. 
lowing  vote: 

YEAS.— MeHfB.  Buekner,  Clay,  Hendilbks,  Hill,  list- 
cy,  Prentiai^  RotHnaon,  Silsbee,  Tipton.— 9. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb.  Brown,  DalUi, 
Dickerson,  EUis,  Ewing,  Foot,  For^h,  Frelinghuyxn. 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King,  Knifjbt,  Mu- 
gum,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Rug- 
ries,  Seymour,  Smith,  Sprague,  TazewcU,  Ton^nton, 
Troup,  Tyler,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins— ^ 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  an  aiViendment,  the  effect  ofiriud 
was  to  restrict  the  payment  of  back  pewdonsb  by  nakHff 
the  bill  to  take  effect  from  the  4th  September,  18S1,  »• 
stead  of  tlie  1st  of  January,  1830. 

The  question  to  strike  out  and  iusert  was  divided,  uid 
the  question  was  taken  flrrt  on  the  motion  to  strike  oat 
the  words  "  the  1st  of  Jumai7,  1830,"  aad  dedded  inthc 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Meors.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  BuckDCr,  Dil> 
las,  Ellis,  Ewing.  For8ytb,~Grundy,  Hayne,  Hca^K^ 
Jc^nston,  King,  MaaguiO,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindatc^ 
Robinson,  Ru^es,  Tasewel^  Tiptoi^  Jnnf, 

Ty  ler,  White.— 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Cky,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot, 
Frelinghuyaen,  Hill,  Udmes,  Knight,  Mar^,  Nsuduo, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Toolia* 
s<m,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkius. — 20. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  then  moved  to  fill  the  bknk  with  the 
words  *'  Ist  of  January,  18361**  which  was  decked  is 
negative — yeas  1 ,  nay  s  44 — the  mover  only  -rotjog  in  tbe 
afnrmative. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  wordt 
"1st  of  January,  1831,"  but  modified  jh'is  motion  sttbe 
suggestion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  so  as  to  read  <it 
March,  1831." 

The  amendment  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the 
f<dlowing  vote: 

YEAS—Measra.  Bell,  Dallas,  Dickecson,  Dudley,  £«* 
ing.  Foot,  Freliughuyseit,  Hendricks,  Hill,  HohncN  Utf- 
oy,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  SJf- 
bee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Waggaman,  Welwter, 
Wilkins.— 33. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buekner,  Ctif, 
Elh^  Ftmytb,  Gruadv,  Hayne,  Johnston,  Kii«.  Hsi«t><^ 
Miller,  Hoore,  Poindexter,  RtAuiwoo,  Smith,  TascnB* 
Troup,  Tyler,  White — ^21. 

The  bill  was  Uien  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ue 
amendments  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  «re 
concurred  in.  . 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  offered  an  amendment  to 
bill  more  explicitly  i^pply  to  the  officers  and  soldicn  otw 
militia,  volunteers,  and  Sl»ta  troops  d  the  Soutbun  StiM 
who  were  not,  in  hia  opinion,  included  in  the  bilL  *^'>' 
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amendment  provided  for  those  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
State  troops,  Tolanteen,  and  militia,  who  aerred  under 
Sumpter,  Marion,  and  Pickens,  and  other  partisan  corps 
of  the  South,  durin^the  revolution. 

Mr.FORSTTH  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing the  names  of  Clark,  Campbell,  Sevier,  Cleaveland, 
and  Shelby;  which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Hatvi  as  a  part 
of  his  motion. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  suggested  that  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman fVotn  South  Carolina  could  be  attained,  and  the 
troops  he  wished  to  provide  for  included  in  the  bill,  by  an 
amendment  slightly  varying  its  phraseology. 

Mr.  HAYNE  accepted  thisas  a  substitute  for  his  motion, 
and  this  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  die  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe,liy  ttie  follow- 
iog  vote : 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Frelingliuyscn,  Hendricks,  HiU,  Holmes, 
Knight,  Marcy,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Riiggles,  Seymour,  Silshee,  Sprague,  Upton,  Tomlinson, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins.~36. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Ellis, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Johnston,  ffinr,  Mangum,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  Poindexter,  Smith,  TazeweU,  Troup,  TVler, 
White— 19. 

The  Senate  tiien  adjourned. 


SATcnDir,  MiT  19, 
NEWSPAPER  POSTAGE. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  postage  on  newspapers,  made  a  report,  which  wasread. 

(The  report  is  unfavorable  to  .the  measure,  on  the  ground 
that  the  revenue  of  the  department  would,  in  the  event 
of  its  adoption,  be  so  diminished  as  to  be  unable  to  meet 
the  expenditures,  and  recommends  the  mdefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bilL  It  contuna  a  statement  from  the 
post  office,  by  way  of  appendix.] 

Mr.  HILL  moved  to  print  1,500  ex^  copies  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  EWING  (a  member  of  the  Post  Office  Committee) 
stated  that  be  had  dissented  from  the  conclusions  in  the 
report:  and  that,  as  to  the  facts,  no  official  document  had 
been  produced  to  show  that  they  were  well  founded.  He 
ioA  not  doubt  that  the  churman  of  the  committee  had  ob- 
tained the  statements  he  had  made  from  the  department^ 
but  still,  as  he  had  not  himself  seen  the  official  data,  he 
could  not  vouch  for  the  facts. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  suted  that  he  had  made  out  his  report 
and  compared  the  ftatementi  irith  the  records  of  the  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  HOLMES  stated  that,  when  the  Senate  should  he 
Aill,  be  would  give  notice,  at  an  early  day,  when  he  would 
ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  thb  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that,  as  the  reoort  asserted  some 
vety  important  facts,  he  wished  to  see  tne  official  evidence 
on  which  they  were  founded. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (another  memberof  the  committee) 
remarked  that  he  had  not  heard  the  report  read  befoi*e 
this  momii^.  It  stated  some  very  material  &cts.  He  had 
been  denrous  to  have  official  information  from  the  Poat 
Office  Department  regarding  the  facts  stated  in  the  re- 
port, before  giving  his  vote  upon  it  in  the  committee.  No 
official  document,  however,  had  been  exhibited  to  the 
committeet  and,  ntfwithstam^ng  his  confidence  in  the 
chairman,  he  was  un  willinr  to  sanction  the  report,  Vithout 
more  predse  and  detailed  information  from  the  depart- 
ment in  relation  to  its  financial  condition.  He  sud  the  re- 
port stirtcd  that  the  annual  amount  of  postage  exceeds  two 
milliom  of  dollar^  and  he  was  detmnit  to  aee  a  state- 
ment tii  the  czpenditnrei  of  the  departniMt.-  ft  would. 


he  thought,  be  very  important  in  detemuning  the  expe* 
diency  of  making  the  proposed  reduction  of  iti  rccriirta. 
He  expressed  Iris  dissent  to  the  reasoning  and  conclusions 
of  the  report,  but  stated  tint  he  was  not  disposed  to  object 
to  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of  it,  if  wbhed  for  by 
a  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  appendix  was 
ordered  to  be  printea  with  the  report. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  message  ftom  the  House  of  Be* 
presentatiTes  on  the  subject  of  the  disagreement  of  that 
body  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  apportion- 
ment bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
pursue  that  course  which  had  been  taken  for  the  protection 
of  the  rights  of  the  small  States,  if  he  could  discover  any 
strength  to  stand  on,  in  a  controversy  on  this  subject  with 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Nothing  had  occurred 
since  the  subject  wa«  last  under  conrideration  in  the  Se- 
nate— he  had  seen  nothing  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  other  House,  to  shake  the  opinion  be  had  formed, 
that  this  was  the  only  constitutional  mode  of  apportioning 
the  representation.  He  had  consolation,  indeed,  deriva- 
ble from  the  fact  that  gentlemen  who  possessed  tlie  great- 
est learning  of  any  members  of  the  Senate,  and  who  had 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  tc^ther  on  all  pditical 
questions,  had  united  on  this  question.  But  it  was  to  hU 
mind  a  melancholy  truth  that  the  i^ts  of  the  States^ 
which  are  most  deeply  concerned  in  the  mode  of  appwv 
tionment,  were  maintained  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate  only. 
He  saw  nothing  in  what  had'occurred  to  encourage  a  con- 
ference between  the  two  Houses  on  the  question.  Should 
any  of  the  friends  of  the  bin  think  any  thing  was  to  be  gain- 
ed by  asking  a  conference,  they  could  do  so.  But  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  vain  struggle;  and  he  was  disptMed, 
in  that  case,  to  leave  the  responsibility  where  alone  it  could 
properly  fall.  He  made  a  passingreferencetothe  papers 
which  lud  been  laid  before  the  Senate  since  the  question 
was  under  discusnon;  and  said,  in  conclusion,  that,  having 
discharged  his  duty,  he  would  not  himself  make  any  mo- 
tion to  recede,  nor  was  he  (Usposed  to  divide  the  Senate 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  WHITE  Aen  mored  that  flie  Senate  recede  from 
tiieir  amendment. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  he  was  not  willing  to  put 
at  hazard  the  nassing  of  an  apportionment  bill  at  this  ses- 
sion. He  would  submit  to  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, unjust  as  it  was  to  the  smaller  States,  rather 
tbanpreventan  apportionment,  by  adhering  to  our  amend- 
ment. He,  however,  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  rule  of  giving  representatives  to  the  higher  ftacttons 
wasin  strict  acemdance  with  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  no  just  apportionment  could  be  made  wiA- 
out  dmng  so.  Yet,' in  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  the 
number  of  the  House  should  in  strictness  have  been.limtted 
to  250  members — givingfive  members  to  Alabama,  instead 
of  six.  The  bans  of  the  calculation  was  for  a  House  of 
250:  by  applying  a  common  divisor,  and  rejecting  the 
fractions,  the  House  waa  reduced  to  240.  These  were 
the  representatives  belot^ng  to  the  aggregate  fractions: 
those  being  ^ven  to  the  States  having  the  behest  frac- 
tions, woukI  make  a  House  of  350,  acceding  to  tiie  origi- 
nal baris  of  the  calculation.  As,  however,  AUbama  had 
a  fraction  less  tiian  those  of  ten  other  States,  but  still  more 
than  a  moiety  of  the  common  divisor,  and  as  this  State  is  a 
new  and  rapidly  growing  State,  and  posse&«ng  without 
doubt,  at  this  time,  a  population  suffident  to  give  her 
another  representative,  it  was  thought  but  equitable  that 
she  should  hare  such  representative.  If  it  had  been  ob- 
jected that,  by  making  a  House  of  351,  instead  of  350» 
ve  must  ask*  351  a  nev  basis  ot  cikulation,  ditain  a 
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new  common  divisor,  which  would  give  a  result  differing 
from  th»t  atretdy  obtained,  he  for  one  would  have  voted  to 
Umit  the  aumber  to  350 — but  no  such  objection  was  madet 
and  this  he  considered  a  liberal  concewon  to  Alabama. 

1'he  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Haiaafhuaetta 
(Ur.  Wbbstkb]  was  for  a  House  of  256,  by  which  num- 
ber he  propoMd  to  divide  the  whole  poouktion  of  the 
Vnited  States,  and  thus  obtain  a  coilunon  ^visM*.  By  this 
caidi  State  was  to  be  divided,  and  each  State  having  a 
ftmetion  above  a  mmefy  of  the  common  divisor  to  have  a 
representative  for  such  fraction- — and  this  was  all  right — for 
there  were  precisely  as  many  members  lost  by  rejecting  the 
fractions,  as  there  were  major  fractions — twelve  in  each 
case.  The  Senator  voted  for  filling  up  the  blank  with 
356,  acMrding  to  his  amendment,  but  the  Senate  did  not 
agree  to  this,  and  the  number  351  was  adopted.  In  this 
case*  the  ^am  of  the  calcubtion  wai  on  a  House  of  SSO, 
vith  a  common  £vIsor  proper  for  that  number.  In  the 
proceai  of  calculation,  by  rejecting  the  fractions,  the  House 
was  reduced  to  340 — the  aggre^te  fraction,  being  di- 
vided  by  the  common  divisor,  giving  ten.  But  there  are 
eleven  States  having  firactions  above  a  moiety  of  the  com- 
mon divison  Alabama  having  the  least  fraction  of  the 
eleven,  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  an  additional  re- 
presentative if  no  more  than  ten  could  be  pven  to  those 
having  the  larger  fractions:  peculiar  circumstances,  al- 
ready stated,  justified  this  liberal  concession  to  Alabama. 
Tet,  h>^  it  been  objected  to,  no  doubt  the  amendment 
would  have  been  so  modified  that  the  additional  repre- 
sentative would  have  been  refused  to  Alabama,  and  the 
blank  fiUed  with  350  instead  of  351t  &r  if  we  take  351 
for  die  bans  of  calculation,  and  give  a  representative  for  a 
fraction  above  a  moiety  of  the  common  divisor,  Tirginia 
would  be  entitled  to  anotiieT  reweMotativei  and  if  we 
should  take  353  as  a  new  ba»s»  this  would  produce  a  dif* 
ferent  result. 

An  amendment  might  be  recommended  by  a  commit- 
tee of  conference,  that  would  remove  every  diificulty,  pro- 
vided the  House  of  Representatives  were  disposed  to  yield 
in  any  degree  to  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the  Senate  { 
but  there  b  no  hope  o(  this,  to  judge  from  their  vote 
agunst  our  amendment  If  ^  Senate  abcHild  adhere  to 
meir  amendment,  and  the  House  finally  refuse  to  modify 
tiieir  bill,  no  law  for  apportionment  of  representatives 
could  take  place  at  this  session.  Sooner  than  hazard  sucli 
a  result,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  small  States  should  submit 
to  the  unjust  operation  of  the  bill,  as  they  have  here- 
tofore done  under  similar  bills.  Believing  as  1  do  that 
the  apportionment  in  the  bill  is  not  nnSt  according  to 
the  pnnDiples  of  the  constitution,  1  cannot  vote  for  it;  but, 
if  a  motion  is  made  to  recede  from  our  amendment,  I  will, 
as  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  disposed  to  do,  let  it 
pass  in  slence,  without  calling  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. Although  the  effort  made  by  a  majority  of  the  Se- 
nate to  introduce  a  correct  principle  in  apportioning  re* 
presentatives  among  the  States  is  to  ful  at  tliis  time,  1  have 
no  doubt  of  its  success  at  the  next  census,  t  feel  entirciv 
confident  that*  at  the  next  apportionment,  when  ^it  sliall 
be  detonnined  of  what  number  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives shall  consist,  the  whole  representative  population 
will  be  divided  by  that  number,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  common  divisor  by  wbich  each  State  will  be  di- 
vided; and  the  number  lost  under  the  fractions  will  be 
given  to  the  States  hiiviitg  the  larger  fi-actions,  taking 
them  in  their  order,  from  the  highest,  so  that  the  Houat: 
of  BepresenUtives  siull  consist  of  the  exact  number  as- 
tumeaaathe  basis  of  the  calculation!  and  so  tltat  each 
State  will  have  as  nearly  as  practicable  her  justapportion- 
ment  and  abwe  of  Uie  actoal  House  of  Representatives, 
which  tlte  present  bill  does  not  nve. 

That  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  several 
other  States,  have  more  than  their  share  of  a  House  of 
340,  vrill  appear  fttm  tlie  moat  aitiiple  calcubtion.  As 


the  whole  population  of  the  United  States^  11,938,731,  is 
to  340,  so  IS  th^  whole  representative  population  of  New 
York,  1,918,553,  to  38  and  a  fraction.  The  same  rule  ap- 
plied to  the  population  of  Pennsylvania,  1,348,073,  would 
give  her  27  representatives,  with  a  fraction.  The  same 
rule  applied  to  the  whole  representative  population  of 
Vir^niB,  1.033,503,  will  give  her  30  rcpreaentatiTe^  with 
a  fraction)  and  so  of  other  Stateti  wbeieas  the  bill  givci 
New  York  40  represenUtives,  Penniqrlvai^ 3^  aodvir- 
ginia  31.  If  these  States  have  more  than  their  shares 
other  States  must  necessarily  have  leas. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  a  few  words.  expreinTeof  Ua^MaCa- 
tion  with  the  bill  from  tiie  House. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  that,  as  the  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sure bad  been  withdrawn,  it  was  unnecessary  to  sa^  any 
thing  as  to  the  merits  of  the  bilL  But  he  was  unwilhii)^ 
that  one  of  the  remarks  the  Senator  from  Maaocbuaetta 
should  be  considered  a*  assented  to,  however  uncontra- 
dicted. The  Senator  says  that  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
was  in  iavor  of  the  principle  of  the  amendmeiU  adopted 
by  the  Senate.  He  did  not  understand  it  to  be  so.  The 
Senator  from  Mississippi  was  willing  to  permit  tiie  bill  to 
be  returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  amend- 
ment, but  he  declared  that  be  tiad  overcome  his  »cruplcs  as 
to  the  constitutionahty  <^  the  plan  proposed  b^  the  amend- 
ment. The  system  of  fractional  representation  he  conai- 
dered  as  having  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  after  a  full 
examination,  in  which  the  8enat<^s  able  arguments  were 
attentively  heard,  Ind  in  which  no  party  feeling  or  bis* 
was  mamfested  on  either  ude. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  that  he  bad  nothing  to  eoei. 
plain  of  at  all,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  diicuwa  had 
been  conducted.  He  only  complained  that,  by  the  want  of 
a  firm  vote  of  the  Senate,  the  opportunity  was  lost  of  secur- 
ing the  relative  rights  of  the  States,  tat  tiie  preservation 
ofwhich  the  Senate  was  respoosbje.  He  also  explained 
that  he  had  understood  the  Senator  from  MlssiSMppi  to  say 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  from  the  House  as  unjust, 
and  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  amen<lnient  secured  to 
each  State,  as  far  as  was  posuble,  its  relative  power. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  expluned  hia,  views  on  the  quea- 
tion,  and  said  that  he  should  vote  to  Kcede. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  spoke  ^^nat  the  motion  to  recede,  de- 
claring that  the  responsibility  of  the  miiaaure  ought  to  be 
thrown  back  upon  the  House.  He  abo  moved  topoetpone 
the  bill  till  Monday,  as  an  act  of  courteay  due  to  the  absent 
Senator  from  Delaware. 

Some  remarks  were  nude  against  the  postponement  by 
Messrs.  KING  and  TAZEWELL,  and  in  &vor  of  it  by 
Messrs.  SMITH,  BUCKNER.  NAUDAIN,  and  BELI. 

3Ar.  NAUDAIN,  of  Delaware,  moved,  in  couaequcnce 
of  the  absence  of  bis  coUcftgoe,  who  had  taken  so  conspi- 
cuous a  part  in  the  discusuon  of  the  bill,  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  t^le. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  19,  nays  3$. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  recede  was  then  takra, 
and  decided  in  the  afiirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Clsy,  Dallas,  Dudley, 
Ellis,  FoiyEth,  JPrelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  HeDdriclo, 
Hil),  Kane,  King,  Mangiim,  Marcy,  Poindezter,  BobiDsoB, 
Riiggle:i,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomhnson,  Troup,  Ttle^ 
White,  Wilkina.— 26. 

NAYS.—Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Chamber^ 
Dickcrson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kiught,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Rubblns,  Silsbee,  Smith. 
Bprague,  Webster. — 19 

So  the  Seuate  nipceded  from  the'.r  amendment. 

MovDaT,  Mat  31. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLVMBIA. 

Mr.  CUAMBERS,  after  a  pre^toty  remark  or  tiro  oai 
the  manner  va  which  the  datniB  of  the  Diatrict  of  Cohw* 
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Cokmbam  Cettyi. — Internal  -faprsiwtMrri*. 


lua  OD  tiie  leguI&tiTC  icUMk  of  Coi^reis  bad  been  neriect- 
ed  during  the  preient  setuoo,  nwred  to  portpone  w  the 
precedinf  oMWn^  for  the  purpoM  of  Acting  on  bobm  of  the 
bills  relMiw  to  the  Dutiict  <iX  Columbia.  The  motkm 
being  agreed  Xo, 
Serenl  of  those  bills  were  paaacd  throughf  when 
The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  grant  certain  public  lota 
in  the  citr  of  Washington,  to  the  value  of  tS5,0iXI,  for  the 
benefit  w  the 

COLOMBIAN  C0IXB6E, 

la  tbe  I>iftrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  having  explained  the  object  of  the 
bill- 
Mr.  GBUNDT  moved  Uiat  the  bill  be  kid  oa  the  table, 
wltti  the  underttandiDg  that  iti  coqaideration  afaould  be  re- 
lumed in  a  fuller  Senate.  He  was  williiw  to  go  on  with 
the  ofdimry  buuneu  of  the  District  of  CMumbia*  but  this 
involved  a  principle  of  grsve  ieiportanoe.  Wbetber 
CongreM  has  the  power  to  miilce  appropntions  fbr  educa- 
tion in  this  District,  was  a  question  deservii^  of  cmaident* 
tion. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  it  «ould  not  be  doubted  that  Con- 
gress bad  the  power^  as  the  local  legislature  of  the  Dis- 
thct,  over  which  it  had  excluMve  jurisdiction,  to  make 
ftppropiiatioas  for  any  beneftctal  purposes  within  the  Dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  HATNS  expresse<^  the  opjnioa  that  all  the  avails 
of  the  public  lots  in  the  District  duNild  be  appn^riated 
to  the  improveoient  of  the  Utsttict.  But  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  go  into  the  treasury  for  that  purpose.  If  we  pass 
the  limits  of  tliis  appropriate  fund,  we  laight  proceed  to 
establish,  in  the  District,  scIioqIs  of  sgriculture,  a  national 
university,  ulk-reeling  scbooU,  duck  factoriest  and  we 
mi^it  eaUblish  a  free  iiys^m  of  education  for  the.  whole 
Untfcd  SUtei^  located  in  the  District  of  Colufntna.  He 
WW  &vantbly  diiqiosed  towards  the  iKstrict,  and  be  wished 
to  see  adopted  some  general  scheme  of  improvement, 
adapted  to  the  wantssndtothemeansoftheljistrict.  He 
wished, therefore,  to  know  how  the  acoount  stands  between 
the  District  and  the  Guverment;  what  sums  have  been 
received,  and  what  expended,  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
nnce  its  ceauon  to  the  Government. 
_  Mr.  SMITH  thought,L  as  the  proprietor  of  a  pwtion  of 
the  bind  in  the  Disirif:^  the  Government  was  buund  to 
make  appropriations  lor  tlte  bene&  of  the  Distriet.  In 
the  new  States,  we  pursued  this  course.  Tbe  original 
proprietotf  of  tliis  land  ceded  a  portion  of  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  tbe  benefit,  not  of  the  pubUc  treasury,  but  of  the 
District. 

Mr.  CHAHBEKS,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hatitb's  inquiry, 
stated  that  tbe  number  of  city  lots  formerly  held  by  the 
Oovernmeiit  was  about  1I,00U,  of  which  6,000  had  been 
sold  ibr  the  sum  73^000  dottara.  The  remaining  iMs 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Govftrnment  were  valued  at 
firom  twelve  to  thirteen  hundred  thousand  doUars.  The 
whole  aaiount,tberefiire,of  the  fund  derived  by  tbe  Govern* 
meiit  frum  tbe  District  was  but  a  fraction  mbs  than  two 
nulLons  of  dollars.  The  whole  Miiount  of  appropriations 
for  tbe  benefit  of  the  District,  made  by  Congress  since  the 
formation  of  the  Government,  was  only  <me  hundred  and 
ei^ly-six  thousand  dollars,  aind  this  sum  included  appro- 
priatuHis  fi^  walk^  ke.  wUeh  are  as  much  fbr  the  benefit 
of  individuals  connected  with  the  Government  as  fitr  tbe 
benefit  of  the  citizens.  He  of  course  excluded,  in  this 
■tatemeat,  the  sum  of  three  milbons,  expended  on  public 
buildings,  fcr  with  them  tiie  District  had  no  concern  at  allt 
haviag  no  representatives  in  Congress,  they  had  leu  in- 
terest in  the  pubLc  edifices  than  tbe  citiseos  of  any  other 
part  of  the  country.  Tbe  Government,  therefore,  held  a 
fund  of  eij^kUen  hund»d  thousand  dolkrs,  the  only  legiti- 
ntatapanKMaefwhidtfraathe  improv  eioent  of  ttus  District. 
Ua  cmkl  Mt  «ad«ntaai(l  xtpon  what  ground  geottemni 


delated  the  conalitutitmal  power  of  -Congrcsa  to  utpro- , 
priate,  fiir  the  benefit  of  the  Distriet,  the  fiud  phtced  m  tbe 
haBdioftbc  Government  fbr  that  purpose.  XTthebillwaa 
bud  on  the  table  ttow,  as  proposed  by  tbe  gentleman  fima 
Tenneaare,  there  is  no  probability  thtt  it  will  come  up 
■gain  this  setuon.  The  c(4lqre  had  never  r«cdnred  vnf 
tbine  Sttm  the  Government,  aid  the  sum  pn^rasod  wouU 
ertablish  it  on  a  firm  bsSis. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  his  objeet  waa»  in  |tart,  to  obtaia, 
by  the  delay  proposed,  the  very  information  which  the 
chairman  had  new  given.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  opposed  to  the  appropriation)  but  be  sttU  tbougtvt 
that  the  questim  was  one  of  mfficicot  aosgnitude  to  be  ois. 
ouased  in  a  fuller  Senate. 

Mr.  TYLER  wu^  he  said,  in  &vor  of  the  donation,  but 
be  denied  that  Congress  was  chargeable  witb  any  w^eot 
of  this  institution.  He  rememlmed  that  Mme  time  sga 
we  released  the  vbllege  firom  a  debt  of  tUr^  thousand 
dollars,  due  by  it  to  the  Government  The  eollege  Iwfi 
no  right  to  conu^n  ni  the  Oovemmeat 

Mr.  CLAY  wished  to  inquice  who  composed  the  govern* 
ment  of  this  college.  Some  years  ago  it  wu  in  the  bands 
of  those  to  whom  no  mtHMv  ^ould  go  by  his  vote.  Un- 
less there  had  been,  dnce  that  time,  a  real  reform,  a  radical 
change,  m  tbe  management  of  this  ioslitutioa,  be  would 
luK  vote  to  it  a  cent. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  asked  whether  the  c^ege  was  inow- 
porated.  Being  ttdd  that  it  wu,  he  wiirtied  to  know  what 
were  Uie  objects  of  tbe  institution.  Ttie  college  wu  not 
a  "  noMa  Afl^M*^  hoe.  It  had  often  been  before  ua,  and 
never  in  every  attractive  form.  It  had  then  been  objected 
to  it  that  its  purposes  were  sectarian.  If  it  was  eatabli^ed 
and  incorporated  with  a  view  to  sectarian  purpoees,  he 
should  hold  himself  bound  to  withhold  from  it  any  idd  or 
countenance. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  and  Mr.  HOLMES  repEed,  at  some 
length,  to  the  suf^stion  and  queries  of  Heasra.  CLATand 
TAZEWELL.  They  stated  tb»t  tbe  funds  of  tbecolle^ 
were  now  judiciously  managed,  and  that  though  it  was  pnn- 
dpally  fouitded  by  the  Baptists,  who  still  lent  it  their  aid, 
yet  its  objects  were  exclunvely  literary  sndscientific.  Mr. 
CHAMBERS  explained  the  character  of  tbe  former  trana- 
actiuns  of  the  college  witb  the  Government,  sbowing  that 
the  college  gained  nothing,  and  that  the  Government  lost 
notlung  in  consequeDce  « theml 

The  motion  to  lay  the  lull  on  the  table  was  rejected  by 
a  vote  of  30  to  9,  and  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tlutd 
reading. 

TviSDAT,  Mat  33. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Tbe  biH  from  the  House,  making  appropriations  for 
certun  internal  improvement^  having  been  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAY  expressed  a  hope  that  tbe  bill  would  be  sent 
to  the  Commiuee  on  Commerce.  He  thought  it  was 
proper  to  look  W  ptactical  resultst  aod  he  was  af^veben* 
iive  that  if  the  biU  was  sent  to  the  Gomauttee  on  Boads 
and  Canals,  it  would  reaeh  a  haibw  there  fVom  which  it 
would  not  be  able  to  make  ita  eseiqie.  Be  was  dcriroua 
to  send  H  to  a  committee  which  was  not  hostile  to  iu 
objects. 

Mr.  MILLER  widied  that  the  bill  nUgbt  go  to  tbe 
Committee  en  Roads  and  Canals,  and  that  Congress  would 
be  cbecked  in  the  exerdae  of  an  uneonstitutional  power. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
refer  so  much  of  the  bUlaa  related  to  the  Cumberkiid 
I  road  to  die  Comnittee  on  Boads  ud  Caoalh  ■  and  the 
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residue  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  The 
bill  WM  of  «  mixed  chancter.  The  Cumberlaod  r(*d 
appropriation  itood  there  m  k  noil,  to  lue  the  court  phrase, 
and  oiuht  to  be  wnt  to  the  Comnnttee  on  Boadt  and  Ca- 
ll^ He  referred  to  mmm  drcmmtaneet  wMeh  prevent- 
•d  him  from  atten^nr  that  coinnrittee.  and  would  vote 
ntlier  to  aend  the  billto  the  Coounittee  on  Commeice. 

Mr.  HOLMES  regarded  the  bill  aa  a  complete  jambtet 
parti  of  it  o^ht  go  to  anjr  committee,  for  it  embraced 
idmoat  erery  thing.  But  as  the  principal  items  were 
commercial  in  thdr  charuter,  be  was  in  mvor  of  sendii^ 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  took  a  amilar  new  of  the  conatnie- 
tioo  of  the  bill,  and  sud  the  object  seemed  to  be  to  take 
tfiia  bin  from  the  Comndttee  on  Commme,  to  which  it  bad, 
year  after  year,  been  giren,  and  to  g^ve  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roada  and  CaiMla,  a  committee  which  was  so  con- 
stituted, either  from  dcs^  or  from  accident,  as  to  be 
kostUe  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  sud  that,  although  tlie  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  could  not  go  the  lengths  of  some 
Senators  in  tiieir  construction  id  the  <sonstiUitional  powers 
of  Congreas,  there  was  great  Uberalitjr  in  that  body.  He 
insisted  that  there  were  other  items  than  the  CumSeriand 
Tond  in  the  bill,  which  rendered  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mitt  re  on  Roads  and  Canals  a  proper  one.  But,  as  he 
would  decline  the  responsib^i^  of  hazarding  the  £ite  of 
the  bill,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  motion  wu  then  withdrawn,  and  the  biU  was  refer 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

COLONIAX.  TRADE. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  then  rote,  and  sUted  that  it  was  his 
purpose  now  to  redeem  a  pledge  which  he  had  giren 
some  time  since  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Surra.]  Durii^tiie  ddwte  on  the  colonial  trade,  that 
Senator  hadsaid  iha^  whenever  he  [Mr.  Sraaovt]  should 
call  up  the  resolutions  which  he  had  laid  on  the  table  on 
^ia  subject,  he  would  be  ready  to  go  into  the  discusuon. 
To  enable  that  Senator  to  fulfil  hu  purpose,  he  would 
now  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  conuderation 
of  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that,  whatever  disposition  he'might 
have  felt  at  that  time  to  go  into  such  dlscusnon,  he  had  no 
such  dispontion  now.  Ue  had  expected  that  the  Senator 
from  Maine  would  take  the  course  he  had  now  talcen; 
but,  as  that  Senator  had  now  redeemed  his  pledge,  he 
trusted  tliat  tiie  motion  would  not  be  further  pressed. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  that,  vi  he  himself  h«d  already  oc- 
cupied much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  the  exposition 
of  bis  views  on  the  subject,  he  was  not  disposed,  on  his 
own  account,  to  revive  the  discusnoni  and,  as  the  Senator 
from  Marylaad  declined  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity 
now  offered  to  him,  he  sliould  withdraw  his  mouon. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

COLONEL  JOHN  LAURENS. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
representatives  of  Colonel  Jirtin  Laurens. 

Mr.  BOBBINS  said,  it  will  be  'recollected  that  tlds  is 
a  elum  fbr  expenses  disbnrted  on  a  foreign  mis^n,  by 
Colonel  Laurens,  due  by  the  then  existing  usi^  of  the 
Oovcmment,  which  was  to  pay  thoe  expenses  instead  of 
allowing  an  outfit)  due  also  by  an  express  resolution  of 
Congress.  Nothing  has  been  said,  nothing  can  be  said, 
i^rist  the  merits,  the  intrinsic  merits,  of  this  claim:  for 
taese  are  obvious,  they  are  palpable,  they  arc  undeniable. 

But  it  has  been  aaid  by  the  honur^le  gentleman  from 
Vir|pnia,  [Mr.  Tasiwau,]  that  tha  dwm  (not  denying 
its  intrinsic  merits^  however,}  is  italet  that  it  is  a  dormant 
claim,  now  dormant  tot  fiirty  years;  and  that,  therefore, 
it  ought  not  now  to  be  satisfied.  But  is  the  bet  so?  Has 
tUs  dwm  been  so  dormant?  For  more  than  twenty  years 
of  tbil  period  Am  was  BO  DM  in  this  country  to  repre- 


sent and  to  prosecute  tlus  claimt  and  for  more  than  tea 
years  of  tiiis  period  it  has  been,  from  time  to  time,  bcbn 
Congress,  in  one  House  or  the  other.  And  let  me  tcU 
the  hcmorable  gentleman  tiiat  neither  House  of  Congmt, 
nor  any  committee  of  eitiier  House,  have  ever  expresKd 
an  opinion  adverse  to  these  intrinric  merits.  Even  tke 
committee  of  whom  the  honorable  gentleman  was  amen. 
ber,  iSA  not  report  agirfnst  its  intrinric  merits.  Thcjrmf 
expresdy,  we  abstain  from  giving  any  opinion  upon  ik 
meritsi  still  they  recommend  that  the  prayer  the  peti. 
lioner  be  not  granted.  And  why?  For  certain  reuom 
embodied  in  the  report-  And  what  are  tiiese?  Hie  nme 
which  he  now  urges  agunst  thi%  and  which  I  am  caoTi* 

S.  The  previooa  report  in  bvor  of  thn  dain,  afters 
investigation  thereof  by  the  committee,  of  whom  Go- 
vernor Barbour  was  chairman,  and  the  now  Prefidentof 
the  United  States  was  then  a  member,  was  dis^reed  ts 
by  the  Senate,  not  for  the  want  of  merits  in  thecUini,lHit 
because  all  the  parties  to  the  clum  were  not  at  that  time 
parties  to  the  petition .  But  now  no  such  difScultjr  exiitii 
aH  the  parties  to  the  claim  are  parties  to  the  petition,  and 
can  give  the  necessary  discharges.  I  repeat,  that  nd&er 
House  of  Congress  aiid  no  cfKumittee  of  eitiier  House,  htrs 
ever  expressed  an  i^riruon  adverse  to  the  intrinsie  mend 
of  this  claim;  no,  not  even  the  gentleman  hinseUI  wken. 
as  a  member  of  a  committee,  Ik  inveat%ated  lUi  esse; 
nor,  indeed,  ttaa  he  now. 

But  to  return:  I  have  said  that,  fbr  more  than  twentj 
yean  of  this  delay,  there  was  no  one  in  this  country  to 
represent  and  to  prosecute  tiiis  d«m.  The  accounfai  vidi 
Colonel  Laurens  were  adjusted  by  the  tressury  in  179Uj 
then,  Henry  Lsureni^  h»  Mxtr;  was  an  old  man,  and 
soon  after  died;  he  died  in  1793.'  He  never  preferred 
this  clum,  because,  as  has  been  before  stated,  hu  son  bid 
kept  no  account  of  these  expenses,  and  had  made  no 
cliarge  of  them  arainst  the  United  States;  and  becaiue, 
as  he  states,  he  did  not  know  that  his  son  ever  meant  to 
make  the  chiim.  After  lus  death,  the  daughter  of  Colonel 
Laurens,  then  a  child,  went  to  England  to  live  with  ber 
maternal  relatives,  (Colonel  Laurens  had  married  in  En^ 
huid,)  where  she  has  lived  ever  nner,  and  now  Kth. 
Her  son,  and  only  surviving  child,  remained  in  EngliBd 
for  his  education  till  1819,  when  he  came  to  his  patrimo- 
nial Inheritance  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  now  ii^  in 
charge  of  that  inheritance.  About  three  yean  after,  in 
1823,  this  claim  was  made,  and  a  petition  for  its  allowknce 
preferred  to  Congress.  Here  let  me  say  that  I  know 
this  grandson  of  Colonel  Laurens,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  say  that  I  do  not  know  a  mure  amiable  young  man.  I 
think  it  imposrible  to  know  Urn  as  I  do»  without  fediif  ■ 
kindness  for  him  for  his  anuable  ^spoiition,  nor  widwat 
feeling^a  respect  for  him,  as  the  grandson  of  C(donelL«i. 
rens.  Let  me  say  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  that,  if  be 
knew  him  aa  I  do,  he  never  could  have  the  heart  to  nf  ^ 
him:  "Sir,  this  your  hereditary  claim  may  be  just  in 
itself)  but  it  has  remained  a  long  time  unsatisfira,  snd 
therefore  ought  now  never  to  be  satisfied;  nor  shall  it  be 
if  1  can  prevent  it.  Away,  ttr,  with  your  claim,  and  new 
let  me  hear  of  it  again  within  the  walla  tiS  this  Senste." 

Is  it  possible  titat  langunge  like  ttiia  coaM  be  heU  to 
the  descendant  of  Colonel  l«uren^  appealing  to  the  ;o» 
tice  of  his  country  to  satisfy  an  heredhary  claim,  ackno^ 
ledged  to  be-— at  least,  not  denied  to  be— just  in  itself? 
And  all  for  a  laches  of  three  yean  in  proaecuimg  the  claim. 
for  that  is  all  the  laches  that  can  be  imputed.  Wbetei 
let  me  ask,  was  this  objection  when  the  widow  of  CoIomI 
Hamilton  petitioned  for  the  commutation  cUmed  ht» 
eount  of  her  husband?— ft  dun  which  ke  had  never  nsdei 
a  ckim  which  h  has  ahrays  been'  understood  he  had  ei* 
pressly  waived;  and  had  recorded  that  waiver,  in  oner 
to  place  hia  vote  for  the  commutation  (be  was  then  a  mentj 
ber  of  Cangnm)  above  the  auapidon  <^  an  hMcrerted 
motive.   Tet  tint  dahn  waa  aUowed,  togoOv  iriA  » 
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legal  interest  for  the  whole  interrKl  of  time.  That  clftim 
had  indeed  slept,  ww  in  fact  dtuimnt,  from  1783  to  1816; 
more  than  thirty  yearsi  gtill  h  vu  allowed.  Hie  act  was 
indeed  due  to  the  fftmily  of  ttwt  great  man,  and  did  honor 
to  the  juatiee  of  the  country.  But  if  gtaleneaa  was  a  gwd 
plea  Bf^unst  a  claim  Just  in  itself,  compared  with  this. 
It  applied  with  more  than  tenfold  force  a^nst  that; 
yet.  against  that,  it  waa  not  made,  or,  if  made,  it  did  not 
prevaQ. 

The  same  h<morable  gentleman  has  alw  nid  that  the 
account  of  Colonel  laurens  haa  been  adjuitedand  doaed 
by  ^  treasury,  and  that  to  open  this  Account  would  be  a 

precedent  of  a  dangerous  tendency.  But  let  the  honor- 
able gentleman  reBect  thai  it  is  not  proposed  to  open  this 
account,  nor  to  unsettle  this  settlement^  no  such  thing.  It 
is  simply  proposed  to  pay  a  claim  just  in  itself,  that  never 
has  been  adjusted  by  the  treasury  t  never  has  been  passed 
upon  by  the  treasury;  never  has  been  before  the  treasury. 
Why  it  was  not  presented,  has  been  ezpUined,  repeatedly 
expluned,  and  the  explanatioa  will,  doubtleai,  be  recol- 
lected. Ct^ooel  Hamilton's  account,  too,  had  been  ad* 
justed  by  the  treasury,  and  closed.  The  claim  to  his 
commutation  did  not  d^turb  tliat  settlement,  for  it  had 
made  no  part  of  the  account;  it  left  the  settlement  gof)d 
for  all  it  professed  to  settle.  Neither  does  the  claim  to 
these  expenaea  disturb  tlie  settlement  in  this  case,  for  it 
had  made  no  part  of  the  account)  nor  were  tiwy  passed 
open  by  the  treasury;  the  settlement  is  Ith  good  SattW  it 
professed  to  settle. 

It  is  true  there  it  a  claim  to  a  trifling  amount  beside, 
growing  out  of  errors  appearing  on  the  face  of  the  ac- 
count but  for  this  clami  the  settlement  itself  is  the 
vouclter;  and  the  claim  is  made  because  the  settlement 
itaetf  gives  a  title  to  iti  just  as  good  a  title  as  a  certificate 
of  the  treasury,  certi^ing  that  amount  to  be  unpaid  and 
itiU  due. 

But  <me  word  u  to  the  sacredness  tiS  a  settleakent  once 
made  by  the  ttjpisury.  Let  it  be  aacred,  if  you  please, 
with  the  treasury  itself;  let  the  treasury,  thenoeforth, 
cease  to  have  any  control  over  it.  But  is  it  to  tie  the 
hands  of  Congress,  whatever  injustice  may  have  been 
done  by  the  setllemtmt?  If  a  chum  bas  been  disallowed 
by  the  treasury,  which  ought  to  have  been  allowed,  and 
that  made  clearly  to  appear,  is  there  to  be  no  redress/ 
neither  at  the  treasury  nor  by  Congress}  Isthistbenuse- 
mble  Htuation  of  a  just  chumant  upon  the  Oovenunent? 
"SOf  sir;  noi  indeec^  air,  it  is  not.  For  umuinerBble 
almost  have  been  the  appeals  from  the  injustice  of  trea- 
tnry  settlements  to  the  justice  of  CC>ngress  for  reUcf;  and 
when,  let  me  ask,  has  relief  been  denied,  if  a  just  chum 
to  it  has  been  made  out  clearly  and  indi^utably?  That 
relief,  to  the  honor  of  the  public  justice  be  it  ^oken, 
thou^  it  tisasonietimes,  perhaps  too  often,  been  delayed, 
has  never,  I  believe,  been  finuly  refiised.  Had  not  the 
accounts  of  Governor  Toroplciiis  and  President  Monroe 
been  settled  at  tbe  treasury?  And  did  not  both  petition 
Congress  for  relief,  againatthe  injustice  of  that  settlement? 
And  did  not  Congress  grant  relief— that  settlement  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding?  Yes,  most  certainly.  I  refer 
to  high  examples,  it  ia  true;  and  perhaps  some  may  think, 
therefore,  not  applicable  to  ordinary  cases.  But  justice 
knows  not  the  face  of  man  in  her  decceesi  she  knows 
nothing  of  hi(^  nor  lov;  she  gives  nottiii^  to  renown  for 
itaelft  she  demes  nothiiw  to  obscurity,  becMise  unknown; 
rtie  says,  and  she  accor£ngIy  decrees— 

•*  Tm,  T)  riu«  HOC,  mthi  aaUn  4iMri«i|>e  Sfcinr. " 
But,  if  she  did  make  these  disciiminationa,  I  should  not 
disparage  the  names  of  Tompkins  and  Monroe;  nor  would 
they,  ifliving,  think  theirs  disparaged,  by  being  associated 
in  Um  regards  of  their  coiiidry  with  the  name  of  Iau- 
rcns.  Neither  would  they  challenge,  nor  would  any  one 
chnllenca  Air  them,  a  Inner  chstinction.  But  let  it  be 
reneaSucd  that  their  dains  hid  been  pamd  upon  by 


the  treasunr,  had  been  ^sallowed  by  the  treasury,  and 
were  barred  thereby,  BO&r  as  that  could  bar  them;  butthat 
tlus  claun  of  Laurras  never  has  been  paved  upon  bv  the 
treasury;  never  has  been  before  the  treasury:  it  is  indls* 
putable;  it  is  just  in  itself;  it  has  never  been  satisfied.  And 
will  the  Senate  now  say  it  never  shall  be  satisfied? 

A  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Something  has  been 
saki  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine,  not  to  dero- 
gate from  the  intnnsie  merits  of  this  claim,  but  to  dispa- 
rage the  personalmeritsof  Colonel  Laurens— bow  becom- 
■"Slji  let  the  h'Mtorvofhiscountty  bear  witness.  That  his- 
tory has  recorded  laurel  after  laurel  conferred  upon  him 
by  his  country,  to  attest  her  grateful  sense  of  his  lugh  and 
glorious  merits.  These  recorded  honors  havelon^nnce 
gathered  round  his  tomb;  they  now  thicken  over  it,  and 
will  forever  adorn  iL  So  long  as  the  sentiment  of  grati- 
tude shall  beat  in  the  bosom  of  his  country  at  the  recol- 
lection of  her  revolutionary  martyrs,  these  recorded  honors 
shall  flourish  in  immortal  verdure;  and  even  if  it  werf 
possible  for  th»  sentiment  of  gratitiule  to  die  in  the  bosom 
of  his  country,  they  would  stiU  flooriril  in  history  to  lundls 
the  sentiment  of  atuniration  in  every  other.  For,  so  long 
as  this  language  shall  last,  be  «pokan,  or  read;  wherever, 
in  all  future  time,  the  sublime  virtues  of  patriotic  devotion 
and  heroic  bearing  shall  sway  the  affections  of  the  human 
heart,  the  name  of  Laurens  will  be  the  theme  of  unmin- 
gied  praise,  as  the  hero  above  fear,  as  the  patriot  beyond 
reproach.  I  confess  I  felt  hurt  that  an  American  Sena- 
tor in  the  American  Senate— the  proudest  theatre  in  tbe 
wtffld,  and  that  erected  en  tiie  blood  of  our  revohitionarf 
heroes,  should  indulge  a  wish  to  cast  a  ^ade,  even  if  he 
could,  upon  one  of  the  brightest  names  in  that  host.  The 
f^  ^uded  to,  if  tt  were  a  fact,  would  not,  in  my  opinion, 
cast  a  shade,  nor  even  the  shadow  of  a  shade,  upon  that 
bri^t  name.  It  would  only  prove  that,  in  that  instance,  as 
in  every  other,  the  lore  «  country  predominated,  and  was 
his  ruling  pasrion.  Kor  <fid  he  oursue  his  honorable  end 
by  dishonorable  means.  He  wd,  with  the  ftmds  <ii  Ua 
country  m  his  hands,  what  he  had  a  right  to  do;  what  his 
du^  to  his  country  required  him  to  do;  and  for  doing 
which  he  had  the  approbation  of  his  country,  and  her  re- 
corded tiianka.  I  do  not  complain  of  the  statement,  there- 
fore, for  its  possible  effect  to  prejudice  the  pure  flme  of 
Colonel  Ijiurens,  but  for  its  wparent  intent. 

For  the  most  precious  of.  all  troMire  wUdi  any  ooan- 
try  can  possess,  is  the  fiune  of  her  great  men. '  It  il  that 
alone  which  renders  any  country  resplendent  in  the 
eyes  of  every  Other.  The  elarum  et  venen^iik  tunaeftt  in 
every  instance,  as  well  as  in  that  which  the  poet  cele- 
brates, brings  much  to  our  city.  That  &me  endures  for. 
ever:  it  survives  all-  the  revolutions  and  the  ravages  of 
time;  even  those  which  leave  the  country  itself  a  wreck, 
even  those  which  blot  the  nation  itself  out  of  existence; 
even  then  it  still  sunivea,  to  become  the  property  of  man- 
kind, and  to  do  honor  to  tlie  species,  and  especially  to  do 
honor  to  the  memory  of  tbe  departed  nation.  But  its  great 
value  is  this— it  is  proUfic  of  great  men;  beyond  any  thing 
and  every  thing  else,  it  awakens  and  supplies  fuel  to  that 
noblest  of  all  sentiments,  the  love  of  country;  it  excites  and 
leadsontoapeipetiialemulationintheraoeofgloty.  What 
a  heart,  then,  must  I  have,  if  I  could  indulge  a  wish  to  di»- 
honor  a  name  that  doea  honor,  and  will  fwever  do  honor* 
to  the  name  of  my  country ! 

Mr.  TAZEWEIX  opposed  the  claim.  Its  justice  did 
not  rest  on  the  services  of  tbe  deceased,  for  he  did  not 
deny  thdr  merit,  or  that  thepr  entitied  him  to  the  eulc^um 
pfonounced  on  bis  memory,  in  the  language  of  the  Senator 
m>m  Rhode  Island,  as  ekrum  et  venavMe  nomeat  but  it 
was  right  to  go  back  to  their  merits,  and  ask,  is  there  any 
money  due  or  not?  The  chum  had  been  befbre  the  House 
of  Representatives  before  now,  Mid  as  often  rqected.  It 
had  become  the  practice,  when  a  daun  was  ruected  in 
one  House,  to  brmg  it  fbrward  hi  the  other,  and  there  it 
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Tibnted,  tin  at  len^h  «  fltTorable  report  wis  obtuned, 
atid  dien  it  wu  again  preferred  with  tne  recominendation 
of  baring  paaed  one  of  the  le^tlative  bodiei.  But  even 
^is  did  not  hold  good  reapectmg  the  present  biHt  for  as 
often  as  it  was  brou^t  forward  in  either  House,  it  bad  re- 
ceived reiterated  rejections.  It  was  not  analogooa  to  the 
eaae  of  Cobmel  Hamilton.  The  clainu  of  Colonel  Laurens 
hadalreadv  been  settled,  even  before  the  fennation  of  the 
pTtteirt  GoTermnent,  and  lut  receipt  received  fiff  the  pa^* 
ment  of  every  cent  due.  Such  was  not  the  case  as  re- 
garded Colonel  HamtHoni  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  debt 
due,  umI  no  such  receipt  existed,  for  tbe  stronr  reason 
that  nothing  had  previous^  been  p^>  Colonel  L- 
ffied  in  1781  or  '83,  and  now  a  claim  was  advanced,  with 
compound  interest,  four  times  a  jrearfw  forty  years.  Who 
ever  heard  the  tike  ^  For  these  sevufalreasim  he  ahotdd 
oppose  the  bill. 

The  hiH  wu  sumorted  by  Mr.  UATMS,  And  oppuied 
by  Mr,  SMITH  and  Ur.  MANOtTN. 

Tbe  question  was  then  put,  and  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to 
t  third  reading,  by  the  following  vote: 

TEAS.— Mesvs.  Buckner,  Chambers,  Chyttm,  Clay, 
DaHas,  Dndtey,  Kwing,  Frclinghuysen,  Hafrie,  Jtrtinston, 
Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Poinoexter,  Prentia^  Bobbins, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Upton,  Tomlinson,  Wsgfanuuii  Web- 
ster, Wilkins.— 23. 

VATS.— Messrs.  Dickerson,  Foot,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dridE^  Ibngun^  Har^,  Rugglca,  Sn^  Taxewell, 
White.— 11. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNTTeD  STATES. 

Mr.  DAIiLAB,  pursnaot  to  the  notiea  be  bad  given 
■oDie  da;^ a  befora^  moved  that  the  Senate  now  imoeed  to 
the  conuderation  of  tbe  bill  to  modify  and  continue  the 
act  incorpmiting  the  subscribers  to  the  IBaofc  ^  the 
United  States. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to— yeas  34. 

Mr.  DAIXAS  then  stated,  that,  having  brought  this 
question  before  the  Senate,  he  should  oontent  himself 
with  this  succesis  end  would  not*  at  tbia  late  hour  of  tbe 
day,  enter  into  the  views  which  he  proposedto  present  to 
tbe  Senate.  He  woidd  tberefara  move  ^mlt  the  Senate 
nowa^oumi  and 

The  Seo^  eiDounied. 

WaanwAz,  Mat  33. 

Mr.  POINDEXTBR  moved  Uutt  the  Senate  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  eonrideratim  of  the  Jnnt  resolution  reported 
hj  him  some  time  wnce,  authorizing  the  Presidentto  cause 
an  equestrian  statue  of  General  Washington  to  be  execut- 
ed, but  the  Senate  relUsedto  sustain  the  motion. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  ttien  took  up  the  bill  to  mo^  and  continue 
the  act  to  mcorporste  ttie  lobseribers  to  the  Bank  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  DALLAS  rose,  and  said,  the  interest  inseparably  at- 
tached to  the  subject  under  consideration,  had,  since  the 
memorials  from  the  stockholders  and  directors  of  this 
bank  were  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  led  to 
sueh  exploring  investigetions,  and  such  ample  and  authen- 
tic developments,  as  must  make  any  detailed  or  elaborate 
(fiscuasion  te<Uoua  and  tmnecesaaiy.  It  had  been  ^e  ef- 
fort of  the  committee  of  tfie  Senate,  to  wltom  the  subject 
was  confided,  to  fikcUitatc  every  inquiry,  and  to  fumirii 
ever)-  information  wUch  could  be  derited.  Their  labors, 
however,  were  In  a  great  measure  superseded  by  the 
course  purmedintheother  branch  oftheLegisIaturet  by 
the  appirintment  of  a  committee  to  scrutinize  tbe  afiturs 
of  the  bank,  to  examine  such  matters  as  were  deemed  par- 
ticuburly  worthy  of  exuidnation,  and  to  report  at  large  th« 
results,  lliree  reports  had  recently  been  made,  accom^ 
psnied  by  vdumlnens  doeuments)  and  aldiongh,  when, 


some  dajs  ago,  he  [Mr.  D.]  gave  notice  of  his  intentioD  to 
call  ^e  bill  np  at  the  present  time,  it  was  auppoeed  that 
aH  these  reports  and  documents  wotild  now  be  npon  ti^dr 
tables,  circumstances  over  which  no  control  could  be  ex* 
eicised  by  himself,  or  any  of  the  ccHnmittee  of  wfucb  be 
was  chairman,  have  yet  prevented  their  being  supplied 
with  them.  NevertfaelesB,  the  principal  Acts  and  aeduc- 
tiona  were  doubtless  incorporated  in  tlie  three  reporta  al- 
ready pubVnbed  in  tbeduly  joumalat  and  as  the  aaemben 
oftbe  Senate  have  had  access  to  these,  he  n^t  assume 
that  they  were  in  poaseawon  of  aH  die  infbnnation  deiircd 
at  this  moment.  He  expected  to  recrive  tiie  rest  of  the 
papers  from  day  to  day.  From  these  sources,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  printed  statements  and  official  comrnaiiica- 
tions,  themselves  bulky,  already  before  the  Senate,  detaih 
ao  ample  and  satisfkctory  csu  be  deduced,  that  be  had 
thought  any  introducto^  remarks  more  a  matter  d  for* 
nali^  than  of  utility.   He  riwidd  be  as  biirfas  poa^Ue. 

The  great  question  involved  in  die  UU  then  under  con- 
sidnmtion  wa%  irtietber  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stetet 
would  prolmig  the  existence  of  a  national  nistitutian  mcC> 
ed,  sixteen  years  ago,  for  wise  and  sdutaiy  pntposes. 
Shall  it  be  pemutted  to  expire,  agreeablr  to  Uie  limita- 
tion of  its  diarter,  on  tiie  3d  of  March,  1836*  UndoubV 
ediy  the  question  was  of  eumiderable  importance:  of  im- 
portance to  the  pt^iical,  financial,  and  ccmmerc'al  inte> 
resta  «f  the  oounby,  the  wbt^  eountry ;  cf  impwtance  to 
the  American  people  in  thdr  divenmed  transaetioDS  cf 
trade,  in  the  cverv-day  affiui*  of  life,  in  the  neceasity  of 
ineparinr  themselves  for  such  a  shock  to  their  sodal  cm- 
dition  and  active  employmenta,  as  must  inevitably  foUov 
upon  a  detasion  adverae  to  the  continuance  oY  tiie  corpo- 
ration. High  and  ttomentoas  as  the  question  wa^  he 
hoped  it  wouU  be  encoantcred  and  canvassed  by  Oe  Se- 
nate as  one  purely  and  merely  of  legiriative  bUBncaj 
divested  of  biaa  or  prejudice  of  every  biidi  with  a  Kogle 
view  to  the  disdiarge  of  a  representative  duty  to  the  poBw 
munity  at  large.  It  wai^  itKtced,  impossible,  seeit^  what 
we  constantly  saw.  and  reading  duly  what  duly  speared 
in  tbe  newspapers  of  every  quarter  of  the  countzy,  not  to 
know  that  coimderationa  natnrdly  extraneons  and  irrele- 
vant bad  gradually  become  nuxed  up  with  thia  questioo^ 
and  had  ^ma  it  a  idumeter  and  ifireetioo  dike  ferrign 
and  injunsus toft.  He  would  iBvake fton the  wndon^ 
and  virtue,  and  patriotian,  of  the  grave  council  be  mA- 
dressed,  tbe  calmest,  the  most  candid,  and  most  upright 
reflection:  at  least,  if  it  were  impoaijble  to  throw  aaide  aH 
feeling  or  prepossession,  he  was  confident  that  every  Se> 
nator  would  stnggle  to  repress  and  subdue  it:  he  felt  do 
doubt  that  such  would  be  tbe  prevailing,  ^not  univerBd, 
diapoMtion.  In  tbe  absence  of  all  improper  fo^ng,  af. 
fecting  tbe  subject  he  nigfat  be  allowed  tosWMteluB- 
sel^  personally,  that  he  abould  perbapa  stand  in  need,  if 
not  on  the  present  perhaps  on  some  future  oocanona,  ef 
^  indolence  of  the  Senatei  when  be  confcaoed  the  ex- 
istence ot  that  species  of  bias  whid)  cannot  but  in  sooe 
degree,  thougli,  be  trusted,  not  in  a  measure  to  blind  or 
mislead  hit  judgment^  arise  fimn  an  undying  and  erer4D- 
creasing  veneration  for  tbe  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the 
author  oftbe  charter  now  under  diKusmoo.  This  was  the 
only  fodh^  of  which  he  was  at  all  censuoua. 

Hw  Senate  had  been  hnp^ed  to  die  disdurge  of  tha 
piece  of  legislative  buriness  In  a  varie^  of  ways,  and  1^ 
countleas  memorials  and  petitions.  The  vohiminous  pa- 
pers which  were  crowded  to  the  Secretary'a  desk,  ever 
Mocc  iu  introduction,  speak  no  ordinary  language.  A 
very  hvge  number  of  tbe  citizehs  of  the  United  Stale% 
in  their  jKparate  and  indindual  capacities  affixed  their 
ngnatures  to  these  documents,  and  tnttfposed  their  earnest 
prayers  that  diis  institation  should  be  pmtoagcd  m  dura- 
tion. Hanr  public  corporationi^  actiirely  encaged  in  the 
bnshMia  <if  tiie  wertd,  even  ttoie  ef  a  rind  ctaarBcter, 
eomfMUm  hi  tbe  vast  ntan^  toansaotiean  eftte  eenniiy. 
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Bank  of  the  IMHed  Slatet. 


[SnrATS. 


hkTtngfelt,  fnnily  Kknovledge  its  benefioal  influenee, 
and  had  transmitted  thw  raemonalB,  mmiaij  m  veil  as 
generously  requesting  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Rising 
a  step  hif^her,  numermia  assemblieB  <^  tbe  peopli^  in  the 
East,  the  Weat,  and  tbe  North,  convened  atddy,  but 
openly  and  undi^iaedly,  to  deliberate  upon  this  matter, 
bad,  with  the  impomnff  w»gbt  to  which  such  assemblies 
are  always  entided,  furwa^ed  th«r  solicitous  petitions 
for  tbe  renewal  of  thecharter.  And  onestepstillfurtber: 
many  of  tbe  legislative  bodies  of  the  respcctiTe  Statet  of 
tbe  Union,  6ioae  vety  bodies  whose  ▼noes  ci^ed  into 
ofilciid  bdnff  the  membera  of  the  Semrte,  in  the  formality 
of  constitutKHial  representative  deliberation,  and  under 
-the  solemn  responubilities  of  their  stations,  ^pealed  to 
Congrena  in  ftvor  of  this  bank,  and  invoked  auch  action  as 
would  prdmig  its  existence.  Indeed,  it  would  seem  as  if 
our  fellow-citisens,  in  all  parts  of  tbe  country,  individoaUy 
and  coUcctively,  had  attentively  listened  to  the  voice  of 
th«r  present  Chief  M^^strate,  by  whom  they  had  been 
wisely  invited  to  tbe  oonaideration  of  the  subject  more 
than  two  y«n  ago;  and  had,  now  that  the  proper  ocea- 
mm  arrived,  come  forward  to  express  the  results  of  that 
consideration,  with  unequivocal  prayera  for  the  re-eTOc^ 
ment  of  the  charter.  To  a  pressure  so  perfectly  legiti- 
mate  in  tte  character,  and  distinct  and  respectful  in  its 
tcme,  Coi^fTcss  could  not  be  insensible.  The  Senate,  he 
doubted  not,  would  respond  to  it,  at  least  by  disposing  of 
tbe  question  a>  one  of  urgent  legislative  business.  It  was 
their  duty  totennioate  it,  one  way  or  another. 

The  cMef  feature  of  the  bill  reported  hyOn  committee, 
a»d  now  beforethe  Senate,  wasits  first  section,  containing, 
as  it  does,  an  allowance  of  the  prayers  of  the  many  me- 
morialists to  whom  he  had  referred,  by  continuing  in  force 
and  cveration  the  act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years.  In  recom- 
mending this,  the  committee  looked  to  the  nattonsi  insti- 
tutiont  its  structure,  its  purposes,  its  tendencies,  its  ne- 
cBswjy  and  natural  course  of  opimtiona,  its  Umitatkm^ 
coiKfitwna,  and  restrictions,  a*  it  ananated  from  the 
legislative  mould  sixteen  years  t^fo.  And  they  could  dis- 
cern no  reason  for  any  substantial  change.  They  could 
not  be  affected,  in  the  formation  of  this  judgment,  by  any 
scrutiny  into  the  persoiud  eondoct  or  motives  of  those  to 
whose  mamgement  the  general  powers  of  the  corporation 
had,  at  any  time,  been  confided.  The  abuse  of  a  public 
otBce  may  disqualify  its  incumbent,  but  furnishes  no  ail- 
ment whatever  for  the  abolition  of  the  ofliee  itself.  Evety 
thing  which  hnman  ingenuity  has  deTised,  or  can  dense, 
for  good,  may  be  misspplied,  and  be  made  the  means  of 
mischief.  The  iD0«t  beneficent  trosts,  guarded  in  the 
moat  carefiil  manner,  may  be  unfwthfully  administered  by 
bad  and  Selfish  agents.  What  office,  lecpslative,  judicial, 
or  executive,  could  be  permanent,  coiw  escape  early  de- 
struction, if  its  existence  were  made  dependent  upon  the 
wisdom,  purity,  and  virtue  of  tbe  human  being  who  hap- 
pened to  hold  it?  With  such  a  principle,  we  should  be 
forever,  and  perhaps  every  year,  remodelliMf  ourwhtde 
Government  or^fantsatton,  abolishing  establishments,  offi- 
ces, and  institutions;  reconstructing  a  fresh  series  only 
that  the  perpetually  recurring  fraHtiea  man  might 
lead  Bgun  and  unoeaaiagly  to  tbe  work  of  deitraetion  and 
renovation. 

He  [Mr.  D.]  would  not  be  supposed,  in  these  re- 
marki^  to  intimate  that  the  committee  entertained,  for  one 
moment,  the  slij^test  Buq)i^on  that  the  existing  charter, 
or  any  of  its  privileges,  had  been,  by  the  stockholders, 
directors,  or  any  of  the  officers,  perverted  or  misused,  in 
the  least  degree.  Such  suspicions  could  not  be  entertained 
by  any  one  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  v'tth  tbe  in- 
dividuals referred  to.  Per  his  own  part,  he  had  been  too 
long  conversant  with  the  (^eral  course  of  (^wratiohs  in 
the lnst^ta6ol^  and  had  eiyqyed  too  many  opportumties  of 
orreedy  estioi^ng  the  worth  and  inteli^ence  tit  tta' 
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principal  managen^  to  listen  to  any  imputations  without  a 
conviction  of  tbdr  hijjuBtiee,  and  the  most  aacne  regret. 
He  would  alio  venture  to  say,  diat  if  any  one,  for  the 
purpoae  of  depreciatingtiie  insotation  itself,  or  of  awaken- 
mg  jealousiea  and  prejudice^  should  undertake  to  impugn 
tjie  conthict.  motives,  or  pereoRsJ  characters  of  those  by 
whom  it  bss  been  conducted,  the  materials  for  complete 
and  final  vindication  would  be  found  at  hand,  in  the  re- 
ports and  documentary  evidence  furnished  from  tbe  com- 
mittee of  the  other  House.  It  ill  became  him,  however, 
to  presuppose  that  such  a  course  of  ^scussion  would  be 
introduced. 

The  essential  and  paiamount  c^Jeets  ftff  the  enaotmeat 
of  tbe  charter  of  the  bank,  in  1816,  were  doubtless  wett 
remembered  by  the  Senators  present.  They  were,  the 
establishment  of  a  sound  and  uniform  national  currency^ 
the  creation  of  a  fit  instrument  for  the  collection  and  distri* 
bution  of  the  public  revenue;  the  restumtion  of  q>ede 
payments,  then  unlawfully  suspended  by  all  the  Slate 
banks,  tltc  sole  manufoetoriea  of  die  drcuteting  mediiMit 
and  the  des^nation  of  a  safe  agency  wherewitti  to  fodB- 
tate  tbe  general  financial  operations  of  tiie  Government 
Every  hour's  experience,  rince  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, had  proved  the  vart  importance  of  these  ob- 
jects,  from  the  creation  of  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
under  tbe  auspices  of  Robert  Morris,  in  1781,  to  that  of 
the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  projected  by  Alexan- 
der Haoulton,  in  1791,  and  e«>edally  durmg  tbe  five 
years  of  pcaoe  sad  of  war  which  intervened  between  tlie 
expiration  of  tbe  charter  hi  1811,  and  its  rerival  In  a  new 
form  in  1816.  During  the  for^-three  years  whidi  have 
elapsed  since  tile  adoption  of  the  constitution,  the  country 
has  been  without  a  national  bank  only  seven  yearst  the 
nation^  objeoU  adverted  &  were,  of  course,  for  tiiose 
seven  years  wholly  neglectedt  and  it  can  be  asserted 
without  danger  of  denifd,  that  five  of  those  years  teemed 
with  more  commercial  disaster,  fiscal  embarrassment, 
trading  inconveidenee,  and  fivudnlenttnoney  tnuisactiona^ 
than  were  witnessed  before,  or  than  osft  possibly  be 
witnessed  during  the  existence  of  a  wisety  and  <^ree1fy 
administered  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  [Mr.  D.} 
forbore  makhig  refisreooes<o  historical  fiicts,  fortber  than 
was  absolutely  necessaty.  They  were  fiimiliar  in  the 
actual  expownoe,  and  fresh  in  the  memory  of  those 
whom  he  addressed)  and  th^  were  abundant  to  prove  tbe 
vas^  tbe  vital  inportance  or  the  objecu  be  had  enume- 
rated as  the  fondamentil  objects  contemplated  by  the 
charter  of  1816.  ,  ' 

The  attainment  of  these  great  objeeto  was,  however, 
to  be  accomplished  in  a  manner  compatible  with  a  jealous 
protection  of  the  political  liberties,  a  Aill  security  of  the 
civil  n^ts,  an  anxious  solicitude  for  the  convenience,  and 
an  ardent  desire  for  the  sooia)  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  tbe  whole  Americn  people.  Hence,  while  a  bank 
was  selected  as  the  means  for  effoctuMii^  die  derired 

Eorposes,  the  act  of  its  incorporation,  its  charter,  was 
laded  with  multiplied,  efficacious,  and  insunnountabte 
restrictions  and  linstations;  the  supervisory  interpontion 
of  tlie  Government  was  established  t  summary  proceedings 
were  preordained  for  investigation  and  judusial  trial;  and 
the  highest  penalties  prescribed  for  infractions  of  the 
charter.  Every  necessary  mode  of  reaching  the  corpo- 
ration, dther  to  correct  its  abuses,  to  contr^  its  tenden- 
cies, or  to  punish  its  illegsl  ac%  was  carefolly  chalked  out 
in  advance,  and  held  within  tbe  power  4^  national  legida- 
tion.  He  (Mr.  D.]  would  not  enter  upon  a  detailed  re- 
view of  tbe  woviaionsof  tiie  charter;  the  Senate  and  tbe 
petite  are  alike  well  informed  of  them  all;  and  he  would 
only  add,  that  the  committee  believed  no  more  perfect 
mode  of  achiering,  and  of  still  preaerring  now  that  they 
are  achieved,  the  great  national  objects  to  whicb-be  had 
referred,  can  be  devised,  than  the  one  ddinested  in  that 
inatnimeiiL 
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Nor  could  the  coinauttee  be  inMnable,  not  merely  to 
the  inutility,  but  to  the  poaitively  ^sastrous  consequenccB, 
to  the  people,  and.touieir  Government,  of  subatituUng, 
for  the  present,  another  Baok.  of  the  United  Statest  of 
compelling  thif  to  close  its  enormous  bunneas,  or  to  trans- 
fer it  to  other  hvidst  of  leafing  the  tonnGnse  interests  of 
the  industrioui,  enterpriMng,  uid  pnwpenMu  people  of 
aureountry,  to  the  extent  ofmore  than  a  hundred  nuUkms 
of  dollan,  to  be  im[»dljr|  if  not  suddenly,  shifted  in 
arran^ment,  responsibili^,  and  connenoni  or  of  sgun 
committing  the  monetary  system  of  the  entire  confederacy 
to  the  diarge  of  local  and  detached  and  conflicting  State 
institutions,  over  which  no  control  whatever  could  be  ex- 
ercised. Such  an  unnecessary,  involuntary,  forced  di- 
version of  the  great  streams  of  commercial  and  moneyed 
opMations  could  not  be  effected  without  incalculable  and 
incur^le  injury  to  every  class,  and  especially  to  the  la- 
borious, and  most  worthy,  And  most  useful  class,  and 
without  sacrificing  many  of  the  great  purposes  of  Go- 
vernment for  which  the  constitution  was  formed-  Where- 
fore, indeed,  sliould  such  an  experiment  be  made?  The 
practical  operations  of  the  existing  bank*  under  its  now 
matured  ^stem,  have  attained  every  desired  object.  The 
currency  is  uniform,  and  representing  a  metallic  bas's;  it 
iibctterfbraUpuTpMettbangold  oraUver.  Theccdlec- 
tiou  and  distribution  of  the  nation's  revenue  are  gently, 
safely,  and  satibfaetorily  effected.  Faalities  of  every  de- 
scription had  been  experienced  in  thefinancial  movements 
of  the  Government.  Salutary  checks  and  remedies  had 
been  applied  to  the  irregularities  and  fluctuations  of 
foreign  and  domestic  exchanges.  And  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  particularly  in  tlie  progressive  and  enterprising 
regi^na  of  the  West,  capitaJ  and  accommodation,  at  all 
timet  oad  mtfaout  stint,  bad,  in  a  manner  alike  mlutary 
knd  judiuous,  been  accorded  to  the  people.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  few  exceptions  to  the  general  good 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  hank~officers 
and  agents  necessai-ily  far  distant  from  the  seat  of  direction 
at  Philadelpluat  however  occasionally  an  incadent  may 
have  occuiTcd,  exceptionaUe  or  equivocal  in  itacharacter, 
at  one  extremity  or  another  of  this  organization,  necessa- 
rily as  expanded  as  our  territory; still,  all  men  of  buriness 
must  come  to  the  condurion  that,  on  the  whole,  it  had 
worked  welli  it  had  produced  more  benefit  than  they  by 
whom  it  was  originally  framed  had  anticipated,  and  it  had 
produced  less  injury,  if,  indeed,  it  can  justly  be  chargca- 
ole  with  any,  than  was  feared  by  those  who  opposed  its 
establishment.  To  speak  of  it  in  terms  of  unqualified 
panegyric,  he  [Mr.  D.]  wasoot  preparedt  but  certainly  it 
would  be  extravagant  to  expect  more  to  be  accomplished, 
and  to  be  accomplished  a  better  manner,  by  an  instito- 
tion  so  conmlicated,  so  cumbersome  in  size,  so  detached 
in  parts,  and  of  course  liable,  like  aU  other  human  *gen- 
des,to  be  more  or  leas  aifected  by  the  frailties,  the  fblues, 
or  the  passions  of  the  human  beiiq^a  vho  compose  or 
impel  it.  . 

Intentionally  avoiding  any  anticipation  of  the  objections 
which  ma^  be  made  to  the  passage  of  the  hill,  Mr.  D. 
confined  hunaelf  to  this  general  vitw  of  the  reaacmi  which 
influenced  the  committee  in  reporting  the  re-enaotment 
of  the  charter.  Should  the  ^aeuanon  make  it  necessary 
heresifter,  he  felt  assured  that  every  difficulty  may  be 
briefly  and  frankly  Burm<Hinted. 

The  Senate  would  perceive  that  five  medications  of  the 
existing  charter  have  been  auggeated  by  the  committee, 
and  tliat  a  compensation  or  bonus  for  the  renewal  is  re- 
quired. He  would  hastily  make  a  few  remarks  as  to  each 
<tf  them.  Four  of  these  modifications  were,  in  his  opinion, 
either  unneceasary  or  iiyurioua:  they  were,  however, 
embodied  in  the  bill,  not  so  mucb  because  of  their  being 
decidedly  deemed  imjiortant,  as  in  obedience  to  a  spirit  of 
compromise  and  concesMon,-witha  belief  that  they  would 
imdergo  »  full  and  fhir  ^leuii^n,  and  be  finally  either 


struck  out,  or  moulded  into  such  form  as  would  meet  Ihs 
approbation  of  the  Senate. 

1 .  The  first  modification,  if  it  can  be  properl}'  socilled, 
confers  upon  the  corporation  the  authority  of  appoinliw 
two  or  more  officers  to  si^  and  countersign  the  notn  v 
the  bank,  the  denomination  of  which  sliall  be  lea  thu 
one  hun^^  dt^lara.  The  preaent  cliarter  exacts  the 
perfbnnance  of  this  arduous  duty  Irom  the  president  ud 
the  prinoipal  caaliier.  It  is  one  to  which  they  are  pbjn- 
caUy  incompetent.  Their  labfnv  are  neceasaiity  directed 
constantly  to  other  objects,  objects  less  mechanical  and  of 
much  higher  moment.  It  would  be  impossible  for  thete 
two  officers,  were  they  even  to  give  all  their  time  eidu- 
Mvely  to  signatures,  to  furnish  a  sufficient  amount  of  6t- 
culation.  They  must  be  uded  in  this  department  ofdu^, 
or  they  must  neglect  iL  Con^preaa  had,  on  sereial  occa- 
rions  before  this,  been  apprised  of  tiie  embarrasraent 
experienced  from  this  cause,  but  circumstaneeahavebeK' 
tofore  interposed  to  preclude  the  relief  solioted.  The 
committee  have  deemed  it  beneficial;  and  tlieniore  u,  be- 
cause, by  rendering  unnecessary  the  continuance  of  ibe 
expecUciit  resorted  to  by  the  bank,  in  the  issue  bisnch 
orders,  one  topic  ot  complaint  may  be  removed,  and  the 
dangers  and  facilities  of  forgery  be  diminidicd. 

2.  The  second  modification  pruhilHts  the  iaaiHOg  by  the 
corporation  of  any  notes  of  a  denomination'  lew  toan  fiA? 
dollars,  unless  they  are  payable  at  the  bank  ralasnoi 
whence  they  are  issued.  Mr.  D.  murt  confess  dist  be 
could  not  esteem  tliis  as  of  any  importance.  It  wu  de- 
signed as  a  check  upon  tlie  operations  of  the  respectiTe 
branches:  to  prevent  their  paying  out  notes  whicb  were 
payable  at  other  branches,  and  thus  as  it  were  p<^u>( 
into  circulation  paper  which  the  branch  that  pays  it  oat 
ia  not  bound  to  ndeem  in  apetue. 

3.  The  third  modification  made  it  obligatory  upoo  &t 
corporation  to  receive  at  the  bank,  or  at  any  of  its  offico 
of  discount  and  deptmte*  in  payment  of  balances  due  itbj 
State  banks,  notes  issued  by,  and  payable  at  any  other 
branch.  T^  seemed  to  him  to  prescribe  a  duty  utterly 
impracticable  to  any  moneyed  in^itution  of  thu  e^st- 
It  involved,  in  effect,  the  principle  that  the  notesrf 
bank  were  to  be  payable  at  evei^  one  of  the  tven^-BTe 
offices  now  in  being,  and  at  every  other  which  BiK|r  hete- 
after  be  establiMhcd.  Could  that  be  done  >  Wu  it  ptm- 
ble  to  have  the  capital  of  the  bank,  in  specie,  at  creiy 
pkce,  at  the  same  time?  If  bound  to  redeem  all  tbeir 
notes,  no  matter  whence  issued,  at  all  their  offices,  tbc^ 
whole  specie  capitsl,  in  fact,  all  the  resources  of  the  Imb- 
tutioL),  oiight  to  be,  at  the  same  instant,  in  the  vaults  of 
every  office.  If  each  branch  be  bound  to  receive  the 
notes  of  other  branches  in  payment,  it  is  equivalent  n 
practical  result  to  oblipng  it  to  pay  apeae  for  torn  notia 
Aaa  matter  of  courtesy  and  accommodation,  it  u  oi» 
now.  While  each  branch  has  the  cUscretion  to  receive  or 
reject,  according  to  the  situation  of  its  own  peculiar  bus- 
ness  and  proper  meana,  it  may  carry  on  toe  ^eribM 
unembarramed;  but  if  made  a,  matter  of  obligation,  ea^ 
branch  would  at  once  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  State  batw 
in  its  neighborhood,  who,  by  collecting  the  notes  of  otoer 
branches,  might,  in  a  moment  of  adjusting  hslance^ 
pounce  down  upon  it,  exhaust  its  vaults,  and  compel  itw 
close  its  doors.  This  suggestion  was,  however,  wnw- 
what  a  fav<Hite  with  a  member  of  the  committee,  snd  to 
him,  therefore,  its  further  explanation  is  left. 

4-  Tlie  fourth  modification  makes  it  unlawfiil  for  tbe 
corporation  to  hokl  longer  than  two  years,  after 
tiUi^  any  real  estate,  except  such  as  is  necessary  for  tw 
tranaac^ng  of  its  business.    The  existing  charter  nu|i 
fested  much  jealousy  with  regard  to  the  acquiartioo  oi 
landed  property  by  this  moneyed  institution,  and  a 
tipn  in  this  particular  had  been  carefully  prescribed. 
estate  is,  in  trutii,  not  the  material  for  hanks;  tbey  eaa  » 
Aotlung  advantageously  with  it:  whiU  they  deait  ■  tD» 
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which  is  reftdity  convertible,  tnuufbmble,  manageable. 
Land  exacts  more  time,-anention,  and  expense,  than  they 
can  afford,  compared  with  other  objects,  to  give  it:  they 
do  not  want  it,  and  only  take  it  as  a  last  resoi-t,  to  avoid  a 
I»09itiTe  loss.  Shortly  after  this  charter  went  into  opera- 
tion, however,  in  the  years  1819,  1820,  1821,  very  reluc- 
tantly on  the  part  of  the  bank,  it  legally  became  pcnsessed, 
specially  in  Cincinnati,  of  real  estate  to  a  considerable 
unoimti  and  tixnigh  it  be  aatiiliwtorily  riiovn  that  it  had 
been  acquired  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
incorporation,  and  had  been  judiciously  and  fiithfiilly 
treated,  and  as  rapidly  parted  with  as  was  consistent  with 
the  interests  of  the  institution,  vet  great  jealousies  and  dis- 
trusts seemed  to  have  prevailed  upon  the  subject,  and 
these  impelled  the  committee  to  report  the  present  re- 
sttictioni  not  tliat  they  believed  these  jealousies  and  dis- 
trusts to  be  well  founded,  but  because  they  deemed  it  of 
inportance  to  do  all  that  eouU  Mfely  be  done  to  obvitte 
objections  to  an  establl^ment  so  extensively  usefiil. 

5.  The  fifth  modification  prevents  the  existence  in  any 
one  State  of  more  than  two  offices  of  discount  and  depo- 
«te,  and  not  more  than  one  unless  more  than  one  be  alrea- 
dy established.  !f  there  be  now  two,  they  are  to  remain) 
when  there  are,  as  in  New  Yerk,  three,  one  is  to  be  with- 
drawn! where  none  are  yet  located,  but  one  is  to  be 
perndtted.  The  expediency  of  this  provinon  lias  been,  and 
may  atill  be,  justly  doubted.  One  State  at  least,  Alsba- 
ma,  already  havinr  a  branch,  is  denrous  of  a  second. 
Like  the  tliird  modification  which  he  [Mr.  D.]  had  noticed, 
the  present  one  springs  from  a  perfectly  fair  disposition 
to  protect,  to  <very  reasonable  extent,  the  interests  of  the 
State  banks,  and  it  ia  founded  upon  this  consideration: 
wherever  it  is  useful  or  necessaiy  for  tl»e  attainment  of  the 
natioMl  (dijects—of  collecting-  and  disbursing  the  re- 
venoet— tttere  let  m  office  of  discount  and  depD«te  be 
fixedt  but,  where  those  objects  ue  not  in  view,  let  the 
6eld  of  ordinary  banking  business  be  4eft  exchtrively  to 
State  institutions.  In  other  words,  unless  the  principle 
upon  which  the  creation  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  deemed  alone  constitutional  or  expedient,  is  also  in 
reality  the  bans  fbr  the  location  of  a  brttnch,-it  ought  not  to 
exist.  However  sound  ttus  suggestion  may  be,  as  &r  as 
it  gota,  k  gbnoualy  overlooks,  in  hTsfMr,  D.'al  opinion, 
one  of  the  conatitutionBl  foundations  of  the  bank,  that  is, 
the  maintenance  of  a  uniform,  sound  currency.  This  is 
«swntial  in  every  part  of  the  countryi  and  the  proposed 
inhibition  might  dangerously  interfere  with  its  attwnment. 

The  sixth  provision  relates  to  the  compensation  to  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  aa  an  equivalent  for  the  franchise 
ccHiferred  by  a  renewal  of  the  charter;  that  is,  the  bonus 
fma  the  bank,  it  was  known  that  the  adoption  of  any 
rule  upon  this  subject,  or  of  any  amount,  most  in  a  KNat 
degree  be  arbitrary.  Many  projects  were  under  consider- 
«tion  before  the  committee,  but  they  have  preferred  the 
one  oftenest  tried  and  best  understood.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  bank  shall  pay  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  three  suecesuve  annual  instalments  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  each.  The  sum  is  the  same  that  I 
was  exacted  at  the  period  of  giving  the  charter;  and  al- 
though It  be  rec(41ecied  that  the  term  of  prolongation  is 
fifteen  inatesid  of  twen^  J^'^h  1^  by  one-roiuth,  it 
should  not  be  fomrtten  tiiat  the  institution  in  1816  was 
untried,  unformed,  in  embrj-ot  now,  it  is  matured,  in  the 
AiJl  tide  of  success,  and  infinitely  more  competent  to  pay 
the  same  amount,  even  for  the  oiorter  term.  Tlus  mode 
of  stipulating  the  bonus  obtamed  preference,  owii^  also 
to  its  ^mplicity  and  certainty,  when  contrasted  witn  Oie 
plan,  proposed  elsewhere,  of  requiring  interest  upon  the 
public  deposltes— «  plan  which  must  be  accompanied  by 
practical  difficulties  in  detula^  and  which,  by  the  teduc- 
tkms  of  the  revenue,  nu^t  nltimately  yieM  Jess  tlym  it 
VMS  thought  reaaooable  wid  proper  to  rcqnire. 

Mr.-D.  bad  iamrtMnally  ftTinded  any  rsenrreiice  to « 


OtiUd  Statu.  [Sbtatx. 


question  which  he  was  aware  would  actuate  the  sufirages 
of  many  of  the  Senators  present.  The  constitutionAl 
power  to  istafaliih  a  bank  had  been  asserted  and  sustained 

ibr  so  many  years,  by  every  department  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  and  had  been  so  long  acquiesced  in  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  that,  according  to  hu  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed desire  of  aiding  to  give  permanency  and  stability 
to  the  institutions  of  Uie  countiy,  he  must  conndei-  tho 
matter  08  definitively  settled,  and  at  rest.  It  had,  over  and 
over  again,  been  ably  and  elaborate^  discussed  in  bodi 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  before  the  highest  judicial  tribu- 
nal of  the  nation,  by  the  stron^ert  minds.  These  discus- 
nons  were  aJI  collected,  and  in  the  possesKon  of  every 
member,  in  the  volume  recently  compiled  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  RepreseMatives,  and  placed  under  our  con- 
trol. No  ingenuity  or  learning  could  abed  new  light  upon 
the  tomo,  and  he  presumed  such  would  be  the  opinion  <^ 
all  whom  he  addressed  how  strong  soever  nugfat  be  tfae 
consdentions  eonvijBtions  some  ttat  it  had'  heretofero 
been  erroneously  determined. 

He  had  now  said  all  that  he  deemed  it  material  or  pro- 

Eer  to  say  at  this  opening  stage  of  the  discusMon  on  the 
iU.  He  was  cooscious  that  much  nught  be  added:  but 
he  was  not  desirous  to  anticipate  objections,  and  would 
refrun  from  farther  trespassing  on  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  until  a  sense  of  duty  compelled  him  to  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  inquired  if  it  was  the  intention  oi 
the  friends  of  the  bill  to  urge  on  thediacusnon,  before  the 
documents  ordered  to  be  printed  were  laid  cm  the  tables. 

Mr.  DALLAS  dislumed  any  such  intention.  He 
thought  it  probable  tliatfif  the  Senate  were  now  to  adjourn, 
the  reports  and  documents  miglit  be  furni^ed  by  the  time 
the  Senate  would  meet  to-morrow.  He  had  expected 
that  the  documents  would  have  been  printed  before  this 
day,  when  he  ^ve  notice  of  his  intention  to  call  up  the  bill. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  urge  the  discusuon  any  forther, 
until  the  whole  of  the  information  was  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  sud  that  no  one  wished  to  continue  the 
discussion  until  all  the  liglita  which  could  be  shed  on  the 
subject  were  obtained.  But  he  might  not  be  disposeil  to 
wait  until  all  the  documents  ordered  by  the  other  House 
could  be  printed.  These  documents  were  not  under  the 
«mtrol  of  the  Senate.  Tbn^  had  reached  a  late  period 
of  die  searion.  The  vince  or  tiie  country,  if  it  demands 
any  thing,  demands  legiriative  action  on  this  subject.  Two 
or  three  weeks  ago,  the  House  ordered  tiiese  documents 
to  be  printed,  and  he  had  been  daily  expecting  them. 
"Hie  different  reports  had  been  published  in  the  newspa- 
pers: and  be  was  denrous  to  see  the  documents  on  which 
these  reports  were  grounded,  but  he  was  not  disposed  to 
wait  very  long.  It  would  be  recollected  that  the  reptnt 
of  the  committee  of  die  Hotue  was  hostile  to  the  institu^ 
tion.  They  mi^t  not  therefore  see  the  importance  of  ex- 
peditiog  the  printing,  as  the  other  itde  did.  At  any  rate, 
it  was  not  a  subject  over  which  the  Senate  had  any  con- 
trol. He  hoped  the  papers  might  be  expected  without 
any  forther  delay.  He  wasnotwilDngtopusn  thediscusmoo 
against  the  inclinations  of  Senators,  but  be  was  unwilling 
to  put  off  the  disouBsion  too  &r.  He  was  willing  to  go  into 
executive  business  tUsaftemoon,  to  ^ve  time  for  the  docu- 
ments to  be  fondshed.  But  hecouldnotconsenttopattlds 
question  ande.  It  was  late  in  the  seauont  thqr  had  readi- 
ed the  usual  period  of  adjournment  A  loi^  notice  had 
been  given,  and  he  was  anxious  that  the  discusrion  abould 
now  proceed,  without  interruption,  until  its  termination. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
comadeiation  of  executive  business. 

The  CHAIR  deoded  that  such  motion  was  not  in  order 
while  die  bill  was  pending^  and  could  only  be  received  in- 
fiwmally,  if  there  was  no  objectioD. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  ha  mtirely  eoncurr^  with  the  Se- 
nator from  MaasMhuaetts  as  to  the  importanoe  of  goinr 
on' with  this  diseusMOj  aadbe  h^»ed  the  Senate  wonld 
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|o  into  necutife  bothwft  Hittil  the  docuatento  ibouki  be 
mrniriied. 

Mr.  MOORE  objected  to  diii  course,  on  aceount  of  the 
tUnneia  of  the  Senate.  He  tntimated  that  he  daired 
time  to  look  at  the  document*,  aa  be  proposed  to  noTe  an 
aaieiidment  to  the  trill,  to  impoae  farther  reatrictiona  on 
Hm  bank.  He  mored  to  po^ione  the  further  conMdcrai- 
tion  of  tba  ^  until  Monday. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  exprened  bia  eoncunenee  in  the 
views  Annrn  oat  hy  the  Senator  from  Tennessee.  If  it 
was  an  earlier  period  of  the  aewen,  he  would  also  be 
happy  to  aid  the  views  of  the  jj^tlemmn  from  Alabama, 
aa  far  as  his  vote  could  go.  But  it  waa  very  late  in  the 
seymm.  He  vaa  willing  to  go  into  executive  buainessfor 
the  rendue  of  this  day,  and  even  during  the  whole  of  to- 
morrow, if  the  deeiimeiita  were  not  prmted  before  that 
time,  but  be  ahouki  not  ftel  (fispoaed  to  five  hii  vote  for 
Miy  longer  delay. 

Mr.  MOORE  persisted  m  hit  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr-  EWINGaakedfortheycaawidnaysonUie motion. 

At  the  siipgestMin  of  Mr.  GBUNDT,  Mr.  MOORE  then 
withdrew  his  motion. 

Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Bocksbb  waa  then  informally  re- 
ceived, and^^reed  to. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  conaidention  of  ex- 
ecutive buaneiiiana,  after  remNiung  about  an  hour  with 
doors  closed. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TacasnAT,  Mat  24. 

A  resolution  offfered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Robbiits,  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Comtnittee  on  the  Library  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  erecting  an  equestrian  statue  of  Wash- 
ington, executed  in  bronze,  in  the  square  east  of  the  ca- 
pitol,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

BALTIHOHE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  Senate  resumed,  as  in 
Committee  aS  the  Whole,  the  conuderation  of  the  biU 
ButhorizingaBubscriptiononthepartof  tiie  United  States 
to  the  stock  of  the  ftdtimwe  and  Ohio  Railrgad  ConpB- 
nyt  «nd  the  bill  having^  been  read, 

Mr.  CH.VMBERS  made  a  fow  remarks  in  its  support, 
•nd  called  for  the  yeaa  and  oajrs  on  the  question. 

Mr.  MILLER  rose  toask  the  amountof  the  appropriation 
proposed  to  be  invested  in  this  road.  The  number  of  sharea 
to  be  subscribed  for  were  tea  thousand,  and  he  widied 
to  know  how  much  would  be  expended  in  their  purchase. 

Mr.  SMITH  answered  that  the  nun  propoaed  to  be  ap- 
propriated was  a  million  of  doHara. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  ^ould  like  to  know  what  was  now 
tlic  price  of  the  stock  of  this  company  in  the  miirket.  If, 
■aid  lie,  we  arc  to  go  into  this  stockjobbing  traasactiun, 
we  ought  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  likely  to  prove  a 
profitable  or  unprofitable  ooncern.  He  entertained  tlie 
strongest  objections  to  this  specieB  of  transactions,  min 
gUng  the  affairs  of  the  Governipent  with  those  of  a  private 
company.  IF  we  arc,  said  he,  to  appropriate  money  for 
internal  improvements,  I  had  rather  see  the  money  given 
away  at  once,  than  thua  joining  In  the  apeculations  ^tf' in* 
dividuala.  Your  .Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  represent- 
ing tite  interests  of  tlte  United  States,  will  be  continually 
coming  in  conflict  with  oppoMte'interests  in  the  institution, 
and  the  intercsu  of  tlic  United  States  will  always  be  in 
the  miniM'ity. 

Mr.  SMITH  awd  he  was  not  able  to  nve  the  gnitle- 
man  the  infomiation  he  sought.  He  dtd  not  know  tbe 
present  value  of  tlie  atook  in  tiic  market.  .  It  vaa  at  pre- 
jKnt,  he  oelicved,  a  ttead  stock— there  were  no  sdett  and, 
in  coiiticquence  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  company,  some- 
wliat  (Icpreased.  The  company  bad  believed  that,  ai  they 
purcltased  Uie  land,  tliey  bad  a  right  to  make  a  road  on 
tti  but  th^  had  been  stopped  by  an  iigunctwa  of  the 


Supreoie  Cour^  sued  out  by  the  Canal  Company,  ind 
tb^  could  not  tell  when  they  should  gofortber,  oabl  Ib^ 
come  to  a  compromiBe  with  that  company-  Witt  respect 
to  the  real  value  of  the  stock,  they  were  only  to  judfe  bj 
anakq^.  The  Canal  Company,  which  w»  now  in  s  vciy 
proaperouB  condition,  had  oommeneed  with  but  vciy  U.w 
in^vidual  subscfiptionat  its  atodc  bad  in  a  asaaatf  been 
forced  into  the  nariceti  biU,  by  the  Bubacriptioo  of  a  nil. 
lion  of  dollars  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  the  Mbseti|i- 
tiona  of  tbe  corporations  interested,  the  coBtpaoy  hid 
been  enabled  to  get  along.  The  Railroad  Company,  bov. 
ever,  lud  been  bottamed  on  very  different  principki; 
the  subscription  of  the  company  Ind,  in  the  Srat  iaatanx^ 
been  three  millions  of  dtdlars;  and  the  State  of  MatylHid 
and  the  city  of  BaltiliKffe  bad  subscribed  half  a  mHioR 
each.  Half  theaubscription  had  been  paid  ap;and  (hen 
was  no  doubt,  from  the  characters  of  the  sabsci^>en,  tbrt 
all  would  eventually  be  paid.  So  for,  then,  aa  rebttd  to 
this  much,  tbe  stock  waa  safe.  Tbe  State  of  Marylud 
had  paaaed  a  law  authorizing  a  lateral  read  to  Wubm^- 
ton  city.  This  was  found  to  be  practicable,  and  tbe  rosd 
would  be  constructed,  provided  Congress  gave  tbe  lid 
contemplated  in  the  bill.  Mr.  S.  would  not  enter  intos 
companaon  of  the  reilative  merits  of  canals  and  rubeada 
He  believed,  however,  that  nulroada  had  the  adrantise. 
In  the  firvt  instance,  they  were  passable  at  all  seaioniof 
tlte  year,  which  was  not  the  case  with  canals;  and  thty 
pive  greater  faolities  to  the  transportation  of  the  nuib 
than  bad  ever  yet  been  known  in  tiiia  country.  This  tod 
been  fully  demonstrated  in  the  Baltimore  nib'vad,  be- 
tween that  p1iu:e  and  Frederickf  for  the  mail  is  now  car 
ried  to  Wheeling  hi  two  dayi^  wfa^reaa  it  fonueriy  owld 
only  be  carried  t&ere  in  four.  When  the  road  ia  co^iieted, 
the  mail  will  be  carried  to  Wheeling  In  tinrty  boots. 
These  were  advantages  which  it  ma  important  to  cm* 
sider  in  making  up  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  tiie  bill. 
When  the  subject  was  before  the  Senate  on  a  former 
casion,  aome  gentlemen  urged  thai  a  railroad  of  lome  tn 
or  fifteen  miles  might  be  carried  into  successful  opcniiMt 
but  that  it  would  lie  impossiUe  to  Sttcoecd  with  me  is 
for  as  tbe  Cumberlaod  mountains.  What  wai  bcfine 
doubt  add  uncertain^,  Mr.  8.  said  was  now  rendcredc» 
tain.  The  experience  on  the  BallioKMV  raUroad,  u  br  ■* 
Frederick,  aufBcientljr  demonstrated  that  tbe  most  an* 
guine  anticipations  nf  its  friends  could  be  folly  realiced. 

Tliis  railroad,  he  might  now  say,  was  in  foil  opnstioB 
to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  into  the  very  interior  of  the  cms- 
try.  Such  was  a  general  outline  of  the  subject;  it  vii 
one  of  a  truly  national  character.  Fw,  let  us  nipple 
that  it  IB  extended  further  into  tbe  interior,  (o  tkt 
Obio^  tbe  intercuuise  will  be  completed  va-  tUr^ 
he  might  aay  lesat  a  thing  which  could  not  be  tccoa- 
plisbed  by  cands,  or  any  other  mode  whatever.  Id  ^ 
ply  to  a  letter  of  hii,  proposing  certMn  queries,  he  bad  * 
commujiication,  which  would  save  him  tbetrooble  of  cu- 
culation.  Mr.  S.  then  read  a  comparative'  stateiiKiri 
the  cost  of  tranqMUtation  by  the  rulrand  and  by  tbett^ 
pike.  Ueatated  thattbe  costoftran^oftwiionefabii^ 
of  flour  from  tlie  Point  of  Rocks  to  BaltiiDore  w  ^ 
rulroad  was  only  twenty^sevei^  oeiitst  by  the  turnpik'i 
seventy-five  cents;  thus  saving  to  the  agriculturistt  at  l^*" 
two-tiiirda.  A  ton  of  iron  by  the  railroad,  about  tl«« 
doUarti  and  seventeen  centsi  by  the  turnpike,  upward*  oi 
ten  dollars.  This  iron  was  conveyed  some  twelve  ]Dil<*«i 
Frederick,  aud  thence  to  Baltimore,  n  distance  of  **^'^ 
miles,  and,  after  paying  the  espeoae  of  the  first  tww* 
miles,  was  conveyed  this  distance  at  less  expense  in" 
iron  obtained  not  many  miles  fttna  BaltioKire.  To  other 
question*  put  by  Uinti  he  had  received  informatien  reipcct' 
ingtbe  length  ^the  rails  now  bid,  together  with ilieir  ex- 
pense. Andhehadsincelatcrioformatioi^tbatwarelioiKc^ 
for  the  acconuBodation  of  tbe  produce  transported,  v*^ 
built  at  the  Point  of  Roeks)  and  that  when  die  doiiUt »» 
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wu  completed,  and  ateua  power  employed,  Uw  dtMance 
would  be  acoomplidbed  in  leven  hovn.  Thence  the  open- 
ing to  Lee^urg*  to  Wincbeiter,  &cs.  mnd  therebv  bcilitate 
mail  conveyance.  Ur.  S.  fnrther  ftalea  that  two 
aiiHions  of  the  stock  aubacription,  araounttag  to  fifty  per 
cent.,  bad  already  been  pud  in.  They  did  not  call  on  the 
Govermnent  for  any  advance  till  after  the  lit  of  July, 
1833,  when  the  public  debt  would  be  pud  ofF.  After 
stating  the  weekly  and  monthly  receipts  from  the  nulniad 
as  at  preaent  in  operation,  which  presented  a  fitvordbte 
reauh,  Mr.  S.  concluded  bia  remarka  by  ezpreHinc  hia 
hope  that  the  object  be  proposed  would  be  curied  into 
execution- 

Mr.  MANGUH.  thought  the  bill  embraced  certun  appro- 
priations wtucli  iiiTolved  principles  of  much  conaideration. 
The  appropriationa  already  pasted  this  seaaion  were  nume- 
rous, botbb^  public  and  private  billa,  the  pennon  btll,  &c,; 
and  audi  being  the  case,  he  hoped  that  if  the  vote  should 
be  taken  on  tma  queation,  it  would  be  done  with  delibera- 
tion. R  called  for  aniUion  of  dtdlara,  and  yet  be  [Ur.  M.] 
ooneetred  that  it  waa  oflittle  mwe  mi^nituae,  as  r^;arded 
itamerits,  than  a  private  internal  improve*>ent  bill.  Many 
Senatera  were  now  absentj  and  although  it  waa  not  his 
intention  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  being  fairly 
discuaaed,  he  would  more  tiiat  it  be  now  laid  on  the  table. 

A  divinon  being  called  for,  it  was  deckled  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeaa  30,  nays  14. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  modify  and  eontinae 
the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribera  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  SUtea. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  observed  that,  if  any  member  wlabed  to 
address  the  Senate,  he~  ^ould  throw  no  obstarle  in  the 
wayt  but,  if  the  Senate  waa  dispoaed  to  postpone  further 
^BcusMon  until  to-morrow,  when  the  documents  expected 
Blight  come  in,  the  balance  of  the  day  mi^t  be  prtmtably 
employed  in  executive  seaaion.  There  waa  some  execu- 
tive biirinesB  to  be  tranaaeted,  for  which  the  public  service 
was  suffering,  and  he  thought  it  could  then  be  acted  on 
better  than  to  interrupt  a  discusnon  going  on,  on  an  im- 
portant subjccL  For  his  part,  he  had  rather  hear  an  un> 
broken  argument  on  the  banlE  question,  and  he  would, 
therefore,  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  conndera- 
tioil  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  bad  stated  yesterday  that^  on 
account  of  the  absence  <^  the  documents  ordered  by  the 
Senate,  and  which  were  neecKary  fto  fitcilitating  the  dis- 
cussion, he  waa  willing  to  wut  until  to-morrow.  He 
had,  therefore,  uo  objection  to  pasnng  the  bill  by  at  pre- 
sent, and  going  into  executive  seasiont  but  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  delay  the  subject  tongvr  than  to-morrowi  and,  as  a 
DiembeK  of  the  committee,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
prca»the  cousideratitm  of  tiie  subject  at  that  time. 

Mr.  CLAY  thou|^t  that  tfae  important  sttbjects  of  pub- 
lic interest  which  were  preanng  on  the  Senate  ahoulji  be 
acted  on  at  once.  At  thia  late  period  of  ' the  searion  it  was 
tme  .tliat  something  should  be  done.  There  was  the  tariff* 

Siestion,  tlie  land  question,  and  the  question  of  the  bank, 
1  equally  important,  atid  it  was  immaterial  to  him  which 
of  them  bad  the  preference,  so  that  some  one  of  them  was 
actedon  at  once.  If  there  waa  to  be  a  further  postpone- 
nent  of  the  bank  bill*  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  take 
up  one  of  the  otiiert  he  had  namedi  and  he  would,  to- 
mosTOW,  ask  tor  .the  consideration  of  one  of  them.  If  the 
diacntwon  on  the  bank  question  was  not  then  continued. 

Mr.  ORUNOY  remM-ked;  that  he  had  no  wish  toTdelay 
the  diaeuaiion.  As  to  the  time  or  manner,  he  bad  no- 
tbii^to  say.  The  committee  who  had  charge  of  tiie  bank 
Ml  could  press  it  in  their  own  way  and  in  their  own  time^ 
AB  he  now  wanted  was  to  proceed  to  the  eonndention  of 
eKecntiTe  biineta,  forirlneh  the  pobfie  perviae  waa  now 
wiffiMiny. 


The  question  on  Mr.  OaDaoT'a  mdtioD  waa  then  Uken^ 
and  earned,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  butinesi.   When  the  doon  were  opened. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

PsisiT,  Hat  35. 

INTEBEST'-PROTESTED  DRAFTS. 

A  joint  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  authorize  the  Secretary  ai  the  Kavy  to  allow 
interest  in  cert«n  cases,  was  then  taken  up. 
^  Mr.  SMITH  expbunedthat  tiiia  rcaidution  waa  to  autiio* 
rize  the  Secretary  to  pur  the  atercst  oa  bills  drawn  fron 
foreign  stations.  He  adverted  to  the  &ot  that  bills  pro* 
perly  drawn  on  the  department  had  been  protested  aent 
back,  and  had  been  returned  with  an  addition  of  twenty 
per  cent,  damages.  Another  caae  would  have  occurred 
at  this  session,  for  want  of  funds,  bad  not  the  Secretary 
put  his  endorsement  on  the  draft;  and,  on  thia  security, 
the  bank'  gave  the  amount  of  the  draft,  with  the  ex- 
ception  the  interest.  This  resolution  waa  wtendcd  to 
meet  such  cases.  «a  the  buk,  on  recdpt  of  the  interest, 
would  always  be  ready  to  g^ve  money  for  the  drafta. 

Mr.  UAYNE  made  one  or  two  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution.    He  was  desirous  to  meet  every  special 
case  with  a  special  law.    He  moved  to  lay  tUa  resoHitinn 
on  the  table,  and  the  motion  waa  carried  in  the  a£Brmative. 
RAILROAD. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  tiie  Senate  take  up  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  subscription  to  the  stock  bf  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad,  und  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 
The  question  being  taken,  the  result  was  as  foUowB; 
YEAS— Mesnv.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Chyton,  Dal* 
las,  Ewing,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston/  Knight,  Nau- 
dain.  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  White. 
Wilkins.— 18.  f  a  » 

NAYS.~Messr3.  Benton,  Brown,  Foot,  Frefinghuysen, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  King,   Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller, 
Moore,  Pwndexter,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Tip- 
ton, TomUnson,  Troup,  Waggaroan,  White.— 31. 
So  the  motion  was  rejcctedT 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Sen^  then  resumed  the  conaderationof  the  bid 
to  contimie  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  though  be  was  entirely  satis- 
fied with  Uie  general  view  taken  by  the  chainnan  of  the 
committee,  [Mr.  Dalias,]  and  with  his  explanation  of  the 
details  of  the  bill,  yet  there  were  a  few  topics,  upon  which 
he  dcttred  to  offer  some  remarks;  and  if  no  other  gentle- 
man wished  at  present  to  address  the  Senate,  he  would 
avail  himself  of  this  opportunity. 

A  conuderable  portion  of  the  active  part  of  life  has 
elapsed,  said  Mr.  W. ,  rincc  you  and  I,  Mr.  President,  and 
three  or  four  other  genUemen,  now  in  the  Senate,  acted 
oqr  respective  parte  in  the  passan  of  the  bill  creating 
the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States.  We  have  lived 
te  littie  purpose,  as  public  men,  if  the  experience  of  this 
period  has  not  enlightened  our  judgments,  and  enabl^l 
ufl  to  revise  our  opinionsj  and  to  correct  any  errors  into 
which  we  may  have  &IIen,  if  such  errors  there  were^ 
either  in  regard  to  the  general  utili^  of  a  national  bank, 
or  the  details  of  its  constitution.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  un- 
becoming the  occasion,  if  I  dlude  to  your  own  import- 
ant agency  in  tiiat  transaction.  The  bill  inoonoiatii^ 
the  bank,  and  giving  it  a  eonstitntion,  proceeded  from  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  whtdt  vou 
were  chairman,  and  was  conducted  through  that  House 
under  your  distinguished  lead.  Having  recently  looked 
baek  to  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say  that  1  have  perused  the  speech  by  wluch  the  sub- 
ject waa  intradueed  to  the  consideration  of  the  House* 
wiOi  a  rcvM  ^  the  feding^of  a^^ation  andpleasere 
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with  which  I  heard  it;  and  I  will  idd.  that  it  would  not« 
periiapi,  now,  be  euy  to  find  a  better  brief  ijniopiia  <^ 
thoM  principles  of  currency  and  of  banUntf,  wluch,  rince 
they  spring  rrom  the  niiture  of  money  and  of  eommerce, 
must  be  enentiKlly  the  saioe,  at  all  timn,  inall  commerc'iaJ 
communities,  tlun  that  speech  containa.  The  other  gentle- 
men now  with  ua  in  the  Senate,  aEl  of  them,  I  beliere, 
concurred  with  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  voted 
far  bin.  Uj  own  vote  wai  ^ainit  it  Thii  ia  a  mat- 
ter of  little  impcwtaneet  bat  it  ia  connected  with  other 
circumstances,  to  wbidi  I  will,  for  a  moment,  advert. 
The  ^ntlemen  with  whom  I  acted  on  that  occanon,  had 
no  doubt*  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Con  grew  to  es- 
tablish a  national  bankt  nor  had  we  any  doubts  of  the 
nneral  utUIty  of  an  institution  of  that  kind.  We  had, 
indeed,  most  of  ua,  voted  for  a  liank,  at  a  prece^ng'  ses- 
Mm.  But  the  object  of  our  regard  was  not  whatever 
might  be  called  a  bank.  We  required  that  itahouldbe 
catabUilied  on  certMn  principle^  whkik  alone  wa  deemed 
mft  and  useful,  made  subject  to  oertun  fixed  liabilities, 
and  90  guarded  thatitcouldodthermove  voluntarily,  nor 
be  moved  by  others  out  of  its  proper  sphere  of  action. 
The  bill,  when  first  introduced,  contained  features,  to 
which  we  should  never  have  assented,  and  we  set  our- 
selves accortUngly  to  work  with  a  good  deal  of  zeal,  in 
order  to  effect  sundry  amendments.  In  tome  of  those 
praposcd  amendments,  tbechairman*  and  those  who  acted 
with  him,  finally  concurred.  Others  they  opposed.  The 
result  was,  that  several  most  important  amendments,  as  I 
thought,  prevailed.  But  there  atill  remained,  in  my  opi- 
nion, objections  to  the  bill,  which  justified  a  persevering 
oppodtion  till  they  should  be  removed. 

The  first  objection  was  to  the  Du^itude  of  the  capital. 
In  its  original  rarm,  thebiUproridedfiir  a  capital  of  thirty* 
five  millions,  with  a  power  in  Congress  to  mcrease  it  to 
fifty  nuliions.  This  latter  provision  was  struck  out  on  the 
motion  of  a  very  intelligent  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Cady.)  and  I  believe,  sir,  with  your  assent.  But  I 
was  of  opinion  that  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  was  more 
than  was  called  for  by  the  circumatances  of  the  country. 
The  capital  of  the  first  bank  was  but  ten  millions,  and  it 
had  not  been  shown  to  be  too  small}  and  there  certainly 
was  no  good  ground  to  say  that  tfie  business  or  the  wants 
of  the  country  had  grown,  in  the  mean  time,  in  the  propor- 
tion ttf  thirty-five  to  ten.  But  the  state  of  things  has  now 
become  d^uiged.  A  greatly  increased  population,  and  a 
greatly  extended  comhiercial  activity,  especially  in  the 
west  and  Southwest,  evidentiy  requires  an  enlarged  ca- 
pacity in  the  national  bank.  The  capital,  therefore,  is  less 
disproportionate  to  the  oeca»on,  ttuui  it  was  sixteen  years 
agot  and  whatever  of  disproportion  may  be  thought  still 
to  exist,  will  be  constentlydrareaiinff-  The  augmentation 
of  banking  capital  in  State  institutions  is  by  no  mean*  a 
reason  for  reducing  the  capital  of  this  bank.  Atfirstview, 
there  might  appear  to  be  some  reason  in  such  a  sugges- 
tion, but  1  think  a  further  reflection  on  the  duties  expect* 
ed  to  be  performed  by  tiie  bank*  in  tdation  to  the  general 
currency  of  the  country,  will  reject  it.  On  the  whole,  I 
am  diKposed  to  cootiuue  the  capital  as  it  is. 

There  waaanotlier  objection.  The  bill  bad  divided  the 
stock  into  4iarea  of  one  hundred  doUara  each,  not  of  four 
hundred  doHan  each,  as  in  the  first  bankt  and  it  had 
tablisbed  such  a  scale  of  voting  by  the  stockholders,  as 
showed  it  to  be  quite  practicabK  for  a  minority  in  interest 
to  control  all  elections,  snd  to  seize  on  the  entire  direction 
of  the  bank.  It  was  on  this  very  ground,  it  was  under 
the  apprehennon  of  this  very  evil,  that  the  last  attempt  to 
amend  the  bill,  made'  by  me,  proceeded.  That  attempt 
was,  a  motiim  to  diminish  the  number  of  shares,  by  rais- 
ing the  amount  of  each  from  one  hundred  dollars  to  four 
hundred. 

Hiere  was  yet  one  other  |»onnon  of  tiw  bill,  which 
was  rcgaidtd  as  umKeeanty  aad  ot^e^tionaUc.  That 


was,  the  power  reserved  to  the  Qovemment  of  appointing 
five  of  the  directors.  We  had  had  no  experience  of  our  ovn 
of  the  effect  of  such  Government  interference  in  the  £^e^ 
tion  of  the  bankt  and  in  other  countries  it  had  been  found 
that  such  (xxinexion  between  Government  and  bukii^ 
institutions  produced  nothing  but  evil.  The  credit  of 
banks  has  generally  been  very  much  in  proportion  to  their 
independence  of  Government  control.  While  acting  on 
true  oommerdal  principl<^  they  are  useful  botii  to  Go- 
vernment and  the  people;  but  the  histOfyeftheprindpit 
moneyed  institutions  of  Europe  has  demonstraled  tut 
their  efllciency  and  stability  consist  very  hiuch  in  thor 
freedom  from  all  subjection  to  State  interests  and  State 
necessities.  The  real  safety  to  the  public  lies  in  the  re- 
straints and  liabilities  imposed  by  law,  and  in  the  interest 
which  the  proprietors  themselves  hare  in  a  ju^eioua  nnn- 
agement  of  the  affairsof  the  corporation.  I  willonly  ay, 
on  this  part  of  the  subject,  that  it  h  unqueitionablytrae 
that  the  •occessfbl  career  of  ttus  institution  then  eommene- 
ed,  when  its  stock,  leaving  the  hands  of  speculatiDn,  awe 
to  be  owned,  for  the  common  purposes  of  investment,  by 
such  as  desired  to  make  investments,  and  when  the  pro- 
prietors exerciiied  th^r  proper '^seretion  in  conititutinj 
their  part  of  the  (Erection,  with  a  single  view  of  giving  to 
the  bank  a  safe  and  competent  administration.. 

The  question  now  is,  sir,  whether  this  institution  ibill 
be  continued.  We  ought  to  treat  it  as  a  great  pnbfic  tub- 
ject,  to  consider  it,  like  statemen,  as  it  regards  the  greit 
interests  of  the  country,  and  with  as  little  mixture  u  poi- 
sible  of  all  minor  motives. 

The  influence  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Prendent,  on  the  int^ 
rests  of  the  Government,  and  the  interests  of  the  people, 
may  be  Cfmndoed  in  several  points  of  view.  It  may  be 
renrded  as  it  affects  the  current  of  the  eam/trj^  ai  it 
affects  the  cdleetionand  ^abunement  erf  the  pubficr^ 
venuet  as  it  respects  farngn  excbai^;es;  as  it  renedi 
domestic  exchangest  and  as  it  affects,  eMher  gesetaHyor 
locally,  the  agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufiicturei  of 
the  Union. 

First,  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country.  This  is,  at  iH 
times,  a  most  important  political  object.  A  aound  cur- 
rency is  an  essential  and  indispensable  security  for  tbe 
fruiu  of  industry  and  honest  enterprise.  Every  nsn  of 
property  or  industry,  every  man  who  desnvstopresem 
what  he  honestly  pDsseases,  or  to  obtain  what  he  can  hon- 
estly earn,  has  a  direct  interest  in  maintaining'  a  safe  circu- 
lating medium;  such  a  me^um  as  shall  be  a  real  and  sub- 
stantial representative  of  proper^,  not  liable  to  ribrtte 
with  opinions,  not  subject  to  be  blown  up  or  blown  dovn 
by  the  breath  of  speculation,  but  made  stable  and  aecure, 
by  its  immetUate  relation  to  that  which  the  iriiole  voiU 
regards  as  of  permanent  value.  A  ^lordered  curreocy  ii 
one  of  the  greateut  of  political  evils.  It  nndermuiet  tke 
virtues  necessary  for  the  supportof  tiie  social  ^stem,  and 
encourages  propenrities  destructive  of  its  happiness-  It 
wars  against  industry,  frugality,  and  economy;  and  it  f» 
tersthe^il  spirits  of  extravagance  and-spccuJation.  Of 
all  the  contrivances  for  cheating- the  laboring  classet  of 
mankind,  none  has  been  more  effectual  than  that  viud 
deludes  them  with  paper  money.  "Hiis  is  the  most  effect- 
ual (rf  inventions  to  fertiNao  tiia  rich  mn's  fiel^  by  the 
sweat  of  the  poorman's  brow.  Ordinary  tyruiny,  of^>re»- 
non,  excearive  taxation,  these  bear  figfatly  on  the  hsppise" 
of  the  mass  of  the  communis,  cinnpared  with  fVatuuleiA 
currencies,  and  tbe  robberies  committed  by  depreaitn 
paper.  Our  own  history  has  recorded  for  our  indiiic- 
tion  enoi^h,  and  more  tban  enough,  of  tht  deowr^nf 
tendency,  the  injustice,  and  tbe  intelensble  oppreiaon  on 
tbe  virtuous  and  well  disposed,  of  a  degraded  paper  air- 
rency,  authorised  by  law,  or  -any  way  countenanced  oj 
Government.  . 

We  all  know,  ar,  that  ih«  eitabllihaMBt  «f 
utuflm  ouirency  wu  one     the  great  radsMNrtmpKM 
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in  the  adoption  of  the  ]ireaent  conttitittioii.  If  ve  could 
now  fully  explOTe  all  motiTea  of  tboie  who  framed, 
and  thoie  who  supported  it,  perhaps  we  should  hardly 
find  a  more  powernil  one  than  this.  The  object,  indeed, 
is  sufficiently  prominent  on  the  face  of  tjie  constitution 
itaelf.  It  cannot  well  be  quesUoned  that  it  was  intended 
by  that  constibition  to  subnait  the  -whole  subject  of  the 
currency  of  the  country,  all  that  regards  the  actual  medi- 
um of  payment  and  ex<uiange,  whatever  that  should  be,  to 
tiie  control  and  l^iilatiM  it  Congress.  Con^ss  can 
alone  coin  money;  Congress  can  ilorie  fix  the  value  of 
forogn  coins.  No  State  can  c<Mn  moneyt  no  State  can  fix 
the  value  of  foreign  coins;  no  State  (nor  even  Congress 
itacir)  can  make  any  thing  a  tender  but  ^Id  and  mver^ 
u  the  payment  of  debts)  no  State  can  emit  bills  of  credit 
The  exchuiTe  power  of  regulating  the  metallic  currency 
of  die  country  vouH  seem  neceswrily  to  imply,  or,  more 

Eroperly,  to  include,  as  part  of  itself,  a  power  to  dedde 
ow  Ux  that  currency  should  be  exclusive,  how  &r  any 
substitute  should  interfere  with  it,  and  what  that  substi- 
tute should  be.  The  generality  and  extent  of  the  power 
granted  to  Congress  and  tiie  olear  and  well  defined  pro- 
hibitions on  the  States,  leave  little  doubt  of  an  intent  to 
rescue  the  whole  subject  of  currency  from  the  hands  of 
local  legtahtion,  and  to  confer  it  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment. But,  notirithatanding  this  apparent  purpose  intfae 
constitution,  the  truth  that  the  currency  of  the  country 
b  now,  to  a  very  great  extent,  practically  and  efl'ectually 
onder  the  control  of  the  several  State  Governments)  if  it 
be  not  more  correct  to  say  that  it  is  under  the  control  of 
the  banking  ini^tutiona  created  by  the  Btatea:  tat  the 
States  seem  first  to  have  taken  pomeawon  of  di«  power, 
and  then  to  have  delegated  it. 

Whether  the  States  can  constitutioHny  exerdse  tlua 
power,  or  delegate  i^  to  others,  is  a  pmnt  which  I  do  not 
mtend,  at  ptcsen^  either  to  concede  or  to  argue.  It  is 
mu^  to  be  hiq>ed  that  no  controversy  on  the  ptnnt  may 
ever  become  necessary.  But  it  is  a  matter  highly  deserv- 
ing of  condderation,  that,  although  clothed  by  the  consti- 
tution with  exchuave  power  over  the  metaUic  currency. 
Congress,  unless  through  the  agency  of  a  bank  establish- 
ed by  its  authority,  has  no  control  whatever  over  that 
whioi,  in  the  character  of  a  mere  representative  of  the 
metalfio  current,  fills  up  almost  all  thediannels  of  pecu- 
niary droalation. 

In  the  absence  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  State 
banks  become  effectual^  the  regulators  of  tlie  pubfic  cur- 
rency. Their  numbers,  their  capiul,  and  the  interests 
connected  with  them,  give  them,  m  that  state  of  thinp,  a 
power  which  nothing  is  competent  to  control.  We  saw, 
therefOTe,  when  the  late  war  broke  ou^  and  when  there 
was  no  national  bank  in  being,  that  the  State  hutitutions, 
of  their  own  authority,  and  by  an  nndentaniUng  among 
tiiemselvca,  under  the  gentle  phrase  of  suspending  specie 
payments  every  where  south  of  New  England,  retused 
payment  of  their  notes.  They  were  not  called  to  answer 
for  this  violation  of  their  charters,  -as  &r  as  I  remember, 
inany  one  State.  Theypleaded  the  urgency  of  the  occa- 
non,  and  the  public  distresses)  and  in  this  apoh^  the 
State  Government*  acquiesced.  Congress,  at  the  same 
lime»  found  itself  in  an  awkward  predicament.  It  held 
the  whole  power  over  coins.  No  State,  or  State  institu- 
tion*  could  give  circulation  to  an  ounce  of  gold  or  of  sil- 
ver, not  sanctioned  by  Congress.  Yet  all  the  States,  and 
a  luindred  State  institutions,  claimed  and  exercised  the 
right  of  driving  coin  out  of  circulation  bpr  the  introduction 
of  their  own  paper)  and  then  of  depreciating  and  degrad- 
ing that  paper,  by  refimng  to  redeem  it.  As  they  were 
not  institutions  created  by  this  Govetoment,,they  were 
not  answerable  to  it.  Congress  could  not  call  them  to  ac- 
count, and,  if  it  could.  Congress  had  no  bank  of  its  own, 
whose  circulation  could  wppfy  the  want*  of  the  oommuiu- 
ty,   Coin»  the  iidtitantial  constituent,  wai.  Hid  was  ad- 


vutted  to  be,  subject  only  to  the  ctmtrol  of  Congress]  but 
paper,  aasuming  to  be  a  representative  of  this  constituent, 
was  taking  great  liberties  with  it,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
was  no  way  amenable  to  its  constitutional  guardian.  This 
suspenuon  of  specie  payments  was  of  course  immediately 
followed  by  great  depreciation  of  the  paper.  It  shortty 
fell  so  tow,  that  a  bill  on  Boston  could  not  be  purctuaed 
at  Waslunf^n  under  an  advance  of  from  twenty  to  twen- 
ty <five  per  cent.  I  do  not  m«mn  to  reflect  on  tiie  proceed- 
ings of  the  State  banks.  Peiinps  their  bert  Justificatioa 
is  to  be  found  in  the  readiness  with  which  Government 
itself  borrowed  them  their  paper,  depreciated  as  it  waf| 
but  it  certainly  beooraea  us  to  regai^  attentively,  this  part 
of  our  experience,  and  to  guar^  aa  &r  as  we  can,  agamt 
similar  occurrences. 

I  am  of  opinion,  sir,  that  a  well  ccmducted  national  bank 
has  an  exceedingly  useful  and  efi<M:trre  operation  on  the 
general  paper  circulation  of  the  country.  I  think  its  teiH 
dency  is  nuuufeaUy  to  restrain,  wKbin  same  bound*,  die 
paper  issues  of  other  institution*.  If  it  be  said,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  these  institutions  in  tarn  hold  in  check 
the  issues  of  the  national  bank,  so  much  the  better.  jL.et 
tiiat  checkgotoitafiill  extent.  An  over  issue  by  the  bank 
itself,  no  one  can  desire.  But  it  is  plain  tha'^  by  holding 
the  State  institutions,  which  come  into  immediate  contact 
with  itself  and  its  bnmohea^  to  an  accountability  for  their 
issues,  not  yearly  or  qoarteriy,  but  daily  and  hourly,  an 
important  restraint  ia  enre&ed.  B«  it  remembered* 
almys,  that  what  it  is  to  expect  from  others,  it  is  to  peiw 
form  itself  r  and  that  its  own  paper  is  at  all  times  to  taim 
into  coin  by  the  first  touch  of  its  own  counter. 

But,  Mr.  President,  so  important  is  this  object,  that  I 
think  that,  far  from  diminiahit^,  we  ought  rather  to  in- 
crease and  nmltiply  our  aecuritiesi  and  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that,  even  with  the  continuance  of  the  bank  char- 
ter, and  under  its  wisest  administration,  I  regard  the 
state  of  our  currency  a*  entirely  safe.  It  is  evident  to 
me  that  the  general  paper  circulation  has  been  extended 
too  fitr  for  the  specie  bans  on  which  it  rests.  Our  tys- 
tem,  asa  irysten),  dispenses  too- far,  in  my  judgment,  with 
the  use  of  gold  and  silver.    Having  learned  the  use  of 

Siaper  as  a  substitute  for  specie,  we  use  the  substitute,  I 
iear,  too  freely.  It  b  true  that  our  drculating  paper  b 
aU  redennable  in  gold  and  nlver-  Le^ly  speaking,  it 
n  sU  bonvertible  into  spede  at  the  will  of  tne  holder. 
But  a  mere  legal  convertibthty  is  not  sufficient.  There 
must  be  an  actual,  practical,  never-ceasing  convertibility. 
This,  I  think,  is  not,  at  present,  sufficiently  secured; 
and,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  high  interest,  it  well  deserves  the 
serious  conuderation  of  the  Senate.  The  paper  circula- 
tion of  the  country  is,  at  this  time,  probsbly  seventy-five 
or  eighty  millions  of  dtrihra.  Of  mecie,  we  may  have 
twenty  or  twenty-two  millionsi  ana  this,  principally,  in 
masses  in  tiie  vaults  of  the  banks.  Now,  sir,  this  is  a  state 
of  things  which,  in  my  judgment,  leadaeonstantly  to  over- 
trading, and  to  the  consequent  excesses  and  revulsions 
which  BO  oAen  disturb  the  re^lar  course  of  commercial 
afiiurs.  A  circulation,  consisting  in  so  great  a  degree  <^ 
paper,  is  easily  expended,  to  fiimish  temporary  capital  to 
such  as  wuh  to  adventure  on  new  enterprises  in  trade; 
and  the  collection  in  the  banks  of  most  of  what  specie 
there  b  in  the  country  afibrd*  all  possible  fiunKty  for  its 
expoitation.  Hence,  overtrading  does  frequentiy  occur, 
and  b'almya  followed  by  an  inconvenient,  sometimes  by  a 
dangerous,  reduction  of  specie.  It  w  in  vain  that  we  look 
to  the  prudence  of  banks  for  an  eflTectual  security  against 
overtrading.  The  directors  of  such  institutions  will 
generally  go  to  the  length  of  their  means  in  cashing  good 
notes,  and  leave  the  borrower  to  judge  for  himself  of 
the  useful  employment  of  his  money.  Nor  would  a  com- 
petent secunty  against  overtrading  be  alwi^s  obtained,  if 
the  banks  were  to  confine  their  discounts,  strictly,  to  busi- 
ness  paper,  ao  denominatedf  that  is,  to  notes  and  bilb 
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which  Mpment  re»l  tranHctkma,  having  been  given  snd 
receiTed  on  the  actual  purchaie  and  aale  of  mercbandiaG, 
bccatue  theae  tranncttona  themaelvca  naj  be  too  far  ex- 
tended, la  oUier  worda^  more  may  be  bought  than  the 
waotaof  die  eonunuiu^  requiret  on  a  ipecuUtive  calcula- 
tion  of  fliture  prices.  Men  naturally  have  a  good  opuuon 
of  their  OWB  ■agBcity.  He  who  bebevea  Berchanaiae  u 
^out  to  riae  in  iirice,  wiO  bur  merchandiae,  if  he  poatcw- 
e«  mon^,  or  ean  obtain  credit.  The  fiict  of  actual  pur- 
chaae,  tberefore,  ta  not  proof  of  a  really  aubaiating  want^ 
and  crf'cxHirae  the  amount  of  all  purchaaes  doet  not  corrc- 
^>ond  al  waya  with  the  entire  wanta  or  neceaaitiea  of  the  com- 
munity. Too  frequently  it  very  much  exceeds  that  mea- 
wre.  then,  the  diacretion  «*  the  bankii  exerciaed  in 
deci^ng  the  amount  of  their  discounU^  ia  not  a  pr(^>er 
■ecuiity  against  overtradingt  if  bcUiW  in  obtaining  bank 
erccUti  natorally  foatera  that  apititi  if  the  deaire  of  gain 
and  lore  of  enterpriae  omutantly  cheriafait)  and  if  it  finda 
apecie  collected  in  the  baoka  inciting  e^iortation,  what  ia 
the  mnedy  auited  and  adequate  to  the  caae  ?  Now,  I  think, 
mr,  that  a  ckMcr  inquiry  into  the  direct  aource  of  the  evil 
will  tuncat  the  remedy.  Wby  have  we  ao  amall  an 
amooat  itf  qiede  in  eirculitioR?  Cettniidy  the  only  ren- 
■oo  ia,  bccauie  we  do  not  require  mgre.  We  have  but 
to  aak  ita  preaenee,  and  it  would  return.  But  we  volun- 
tarily baniab  it  by  the  greitt  amount  of  aaiall  bank  notea. 
In  moat  of  the  States  the  banka  iaiue  notea  of  all  low  de- 
nonunationa,  down  even  to  a  aingle  dollar.  How  ia  it  poa- 
riblc,  under  auch  ciicumatancea*  to  retun  apecie  in  circu- 
lation? All  experience  abowa  it  to  be  impoaable.  The 
paper  will  take  the  place  of  the  and  rilver.  When 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  A*  year  1797,  proposed  in  Partiament  to  au- 
thorise the  Bai^  of  En^and  to  issue  one  pound  notea, 
Mr.  Burke  lay  aick  at  Bath  of  an  lUneu  from  which  he 
never  recoveredi  and  he  is  said  to  have  wntten  to  the  Jatc 
Mr.  Canning,  "  tell  Mr.  Pitt  that  if  he  conaenta  to  the  ia- 
auingof  one  pound  notea,  he  must  oerer  expect  to  see  a 
guinea  again." 

The  one  pound  notes  vere  iaaued,  and  the  guineas  dia- 
appeared.  A  similar  cauae  is  producing  now  a  precisely 
■nmlar  effect  with  us.  Small  notes  hare  expellea  dollars 
and  liJitf  doUars  from  circulatibn  in  all  the  States  in  which 
■ueh  notea  are  issued.  On  the  other  hand,  dollars  and 
half  dollars  abound  in  thoae  States  which  have  adopted  a 
wiser  and  aaferpofoy.  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Louisiana,  and  some  other  Statea,  1  think  seven  in  ail,  do 
not  aUow  their  banks  to  imue  notea  under  five  dtrilarB. 
Every  traveller  noticea  the  <^ereiice  when  he  pamea 
from  one  of  theae  States  into  those  v^iere  small  notes  are 
aDowed.  The  evil,  thra,  is  the  isuiI^f  of  amaU  notea  by 
State  banks.  Ofthese  BOle^  that  is  to  tay,  of  notes  un^ 
der  five  dollars,  the  amount  now  in  circulation  »  doubt- 
less eight  or  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Can  these  notea  be 
withdrawn  ?  If  Uie^  can,  their  pbce  will  be  immediately 
aupplted  by  a  specie  circulation  of  equal  amooat.  The 
object  ia  a  great  one,  as  it  is  connected  with  the  safety 
and  stability  of  the  currency,  and  may  well  justify  a  seri- 
ous reflection  on  the  means  cf  accompliahi  ng  it  Hay  not 
Coogreas  and  the  State  Governments,  acting,  not  unitedly, 
but  severally  to  the  same  end,  eaftly  and  quietly  attain  it? 
I  think  they  may.  It  is  but  for  other  Statea  to  follow  the 
good  example  of  those  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  the 
work  ia  done.  As  an  inducement  to  the  States  to  do  tfai^ 
I  propoae,  in.  Ute  present  bill,  to  reserve  to  Congress  a 
power  of  withdrawing  from  circulation  a  pret^  large  part 
of  the  issues  t^lbe  Bank  of  ^  United  States.  I  propose 
tins,  so  that  the  State  banka  ma/  withdraw  thev  amall 
notes,  and  find  their  compenaation  in  a  larger  circulation 
of  those  of  a  higher  denomination.  Hy  proposition  will 
be,  that,  at  any  time  after  the  cxturation  of  the  existing 
charter  of  the  bank,  that  is,  after  1836,  Congress  may,  if 
it  see  fit,  reatRun  the  bank  from  iaauing  for  arculation 
notes  or  bUls  tinder  a  given  sum— <s^  ten  or  twraty  dol- 


lars. Thia  will  dhmnish  the  dreolation,  and  consRiaeat- 
ly  the  profits,  of  the  bankf  but  it  is  of  less  iaipertaDce  to 
make  the  bank  a  highly  profitable  inslitutiou  to  ^  stock- 
holder^  than  that  it  should  be  safe  and  oaeAd  to  Ae  gsk- 
munity.  Itmwht  not,  certainly*  to  be rastraiiied ftcsiftB 
enjoyment  of  ul  the  &ir  advantsges  to  be  derired  bom 
the  discreet  use  of  its  capital  in  bankingtranmcticaa,  brt 
the  leading  object,  after  all,  in  ila  coa^wanee,  lad 
ought  to  be,  not  private  emolument,  but  pubfic  bcneb. 

It  may,  perhaps,  strike  some  RDUemen,  that  the  circs, 
lation  of  small  notea  might  be  effectually  discouraged,  by 
refunng  to  receive  not  only  all  such  small  notes,  but  ill 
notes  of  such  banks  aa  iaaued  then,  at  thecttstoBir.hoiue% 
land  ofices,  pest  officei^  and  other  places  of  pubEc  t^ 
capt,  and  by  caunng  them  to  be  refiised  abo^  either  ■ 
payment  or  depowte,  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stilei 
But  the  effect  of  such  refiiaal  may  be  doubtfiiL  H  waM 
certainly,  in  amne  degree,  discredit  such  notes,  but  prahs- 
biy  it  would  net  (bive  them  out  of  circulation  aho^tber; 
and  if  it  should  not  do  thl^  it  might  very  probably  increaie 
their  circulation.  If  u  aomc  degree  they  become  dik 
credhed,  to  that  decree  they  would  become  cheaper  tbn 
othetnotasi  andumvermlexpCfieBOc  proreathal^eftae 
things  whiiA  ^Zj*^  auTcnt,  the  ebeofter  wHl  »knj*  a- 
pel  the  other.  TbwL,  ntver  itael^  beeauae  it  b  proftt- 
tionally  cheaper  irith  ua  than  gold,  Ims  driven  tlie  told 
out  of  tbe  country  t  that  is  to  say,  wecan  pay  a  debt  of  ddc 
hundred  dollars,  by  tendering  that  number  of  Spsaiihor 
American  doUan.  But  we  cannot  go  into  the  market  sad 
buy  tan  American  ea^es  for  theae  hundred  olvcr  dolhn. 
niey  would  cost  us  a  hundred  and  four.  Tlui%  u  «e 
can  pay  our  ddits  cheaper  in  siver  tbu  ia  gold,  we  mt 
nothmg  but  nlver,  and  the  gtHA  goea  wbve  it  is  Bore 
bi^ly  valued.  The  eune  thing  always  h^pens  between 
two  sorts  of  paper,  which  are  fiiund  at  the  aame  time  is 
circulation.  That  which  ia  cheapest,  or  of  teas  value  thn 
the  other;  always  drivas  its  saore resectable  smoeitteiist 
of  its  company. 

Meaaurea,  thereftwe,  socfa  as  I  have  alluded  ta>,  weald 
be  likel>-,  I  fear,  rather  to  asgrsvtfe^  than  to  remedylhe 
eviL  We  ooust  hope  that  all  notes  under  five  d^anos; 
be  entirely  witbdrawo  from  circulation,  by  the  conseotM 
the  States  and  the  SUte  banks;  and  when  that  shsU  be 
done^  their  place  will  be  immediatoly  aup^tcd  with  ipe- 
cie.  We  should  then  receive  an  acceaaum  of  teo  sfai- 
lions  of  doUara,  at  least,  to  our  specie  circulation;  ud 
thoae  ten  millions  will  find  their  pbuce,  not  in  the  bsaki. 
not  collected  any  when  in  bige  masae^  but  is  em- 
stant  use,  among  all  ciaaaea,  andin  hourty  tiaaafcr  fiw 
band  to  huid.  It  camuit  be  deaied  that  such  aa  addi- 
tion would  give  great  atrength  to  our  pecuniary  in- 
tern,  diacoura^  excearire  exportatifra  of  apecie,  and 
tend  to  restrain  and  correct  the  evils  of  overtra^njT' 
England  has  apphed  the  like  remedy  to*  amiisr  eTil, 
though  At  baa  carried  the  restnctiMi  much  higher,  and 
allowed  the  circulation  of  no  notea'  fox  \k»  warn  thu 
fire  pounds  aterliog. 

1  have  thought  this  subject,  Mr.  PrendenU  of  so  moA 
unportanee,  aatbatitwaa  fit  to  present  it,  at  this  time,  ts 
the  conaderation  of  the  Senate.  I  propose  to  do  no  laore, 
at  present,  than  to  insert  such  a  provinon  aa  I  have  d^ 
Bcrtbed  in  this  bill.  In  the  mean  tme,  I  hope  the  mVt 
may  attract  the  attention  of  thoae  whose  ^^cy  will  be 
deaired  to  accompliah  the  general  <d)jcct. 

Tbe  next  point  on  which  I  will  offer  a  few  remarki,  i^ 
the  great  advantage  of  the  hank  in  the  operations  itf  ike 
treasury;  first,  in  the  coilectian,  not  in  Uie  diabuaesieiii 
of  the  revenue.  How  is  the  revenue  to  be  collected, 
through  all  the  custom-boosea,  the  land  o&ce%  and  tke 
post  offices,  without  some  such  means  aa  the  hank  afford*. 
Where  are  payments  made  at  tiie  custMn^ouses  to  be 
depoflited'  In  whose  hands  are  dkcae  large  sums  tehe 
trusted?  And  how  are  they  to  be  reontted  to  Wuhinf* 
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ton,  OP  wherever  ebe  they  nuy  be  wanted  *  I  dare  ny, 
sir,  Uiftt  the  operations  of  Government  might  be  carried 
on,  in  some  way,  without  the  anncy  of  a'hankf  but  the 
question  is,  whether  they  could  be  carried  on  safely,  with- 
out lots,  and  without  choi^.  Look  to  the  di^uracment 
of  the  revenue.  At  present  the  bank  is  bound  to  trans- 
mit Government  funds.  In  one  place,  to  any  other  place, 
without  expense.  A  dollar  at  St  Louid  or  Nashville  be- 
comes a  dollar  in  New  Hampshire  or  Maine,  if  the  trea- 
sury so  choose.  TWs,  certainly,  is  very  useful  and  con- 
venient. If  there  were  no  Bank  of  the  United  Stotes  at 
^ew  Orleans,  for  example,  duties  to  the  Government,  at 
that  place,  must  be  received  cither  in  specie,  or  in  bills  of 
local  banks.  If  in  the  former,  the  funda  could  not  be  re- 
mitted where  they  mig-ht  be  required,  without  considera- 
ble expenset  if  in  the  Utter,  they  could  not  be  remitted 
at  all,  until  first  converted  into  specie.  If  bills  of  ex- 
change  were  resorted  to,  they  would  be  often  not  to  be 
liad  without  a  premium,  and  always  attended  with  more 
or  less  risk.  In  short,  the  utility  of  the  bank,  in  collectlne 
and  disburaing  the  revenue,  is  too  obvious  to  be  argued, 
and  too  great  not  to  strike  any  one  conversant  with  such 
subjects,  without  the  aid  of  commeiiL 

I  have  altwled  to  its  dealings  in  fbrdgn  exchanges,  as 
one  of  the  most  impoi-tant  powers  of  the  corporation. 
I'here  are  those  who  thiiik  this  power  ought  to  be  with- 
held. It  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  most  common  objections 
to  the  bank,  in  the  Urge  cities;  but  I  do  not  think  it  well 
founded.  It  is  said  that  the  trade  in  exchange  ought  to 
be  left  free,  like  otiier  traffic.  Be  it  so;  but.  then,  why 
not  leave  it  as  free  to  the  bank  as  to  others?  The  bank 
eHoya  no  mom^oly.  If  it  be  true  that,  by  the  magni- 
tude of  its  capital,  and  the  distribution  of  its  several  offices, 
it  acts  upoi)  the  rates  of  exchange,  not  locally,  but  gene- 
rally, and  thus  occasionally  restftiins  the  profit  of  dealing 
in  One  place,  by  bringing  the  general  rates,  through  the 
whole  country,  nearer  to  a  uniformity,  the  occasional  pro- 
fits of  individuals  may  be  lessened,  but  the  general  effect 
is  beneficial  to  the  public.  If,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
keeps  the  domestic  exchan|(es  of  tlie  country  at  low  rates, 
it  keeps  tlie  rates  of  foreign  exchanges  nearly  uniform 
and  level,  I  hardly  know  how  it  could  do  greater  sen-ice 
to  the  commercial  community.  In  the  busmess  gf  foreign 
exchange,  the  bank  has,  and  always  will  have,  powerful 
rivals.  U  is  mutural  that  these  rivals  should  desire  that,  in 
this  particular,  the  bank  should  retire  from  business.  But 
are  its  dealings  in  e^hange  found  prejudicial,  by  those 
who  deal  in  it  themselves,  no  fiirther  than  to  buy  for  tlieir 
own  remittances,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  business.'  In 
things  of  this  kind,  we  may  most  safely  guide  ourselves 
by  the  light  of  expeKencej  and  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  general  interest  of  the  Iniding  community  is  injured 
by  sudden  fluctuations  in  exchange,  and  benefited  bv 
keeping  it  as  steady  as  the  commerce  of  the  country  will 
allowi  in  other  words,  by  keeping  the  price  of  bills  so  as 
that  it  cprresponds  with  the  real  state  of  the  exchange, 
and  not  raised  or  lowered  forendsofspecuUtion.  I  have 
inq\ured  of  those  who  could  inform  me,  whether,  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  past,  tlie  rates  of  exchange  have  or  liave 
not  been  as  steady  and  unvarying  as  may  ever  he  expect- 
edi  and  the  information  I  have  received  has  satisfied  me 
that  the  power  of  the  bank  of  dealing  in  foreign  exchange 
has  been  far  from  prejudicial  to  the  commercial  world. 
While  there  is  a  dealer,  with  competent  lunds  and  credit, 
always  willing  to  sell  foreign  bilU  at  moderate  rates,  and 
alwaj'B  ready  to  buy  them,  also,  the  very  nature  of  the 
case  furni£hes  a  considerable  degree  of  security  against 
those  fluctuations  which  arise  from  speculation,  although 
it  leaves  private  dealings  entirely  free. 

If  that  power  shouldbe  now  taken  away  from  the  hank, 
I  think  I  can  perceive  that  consequences  of  some  magni- 
tude would  follow,  in  particuUr  parts  of  the  country.  At 
present,  the  producer,  or  the' shipper  of  produce.  atNew 
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Orleans,  Savannah,  or  Charleston,  in  making  shipments 
for  Europe,  can.  on  the  spot,  cash  his  bill,  drawn  against 
such  shipment,  without  charge  for  brokerage,  guaranty, 
or  commission.  If  the  pknter  has  sold  to  the  shipper, 
the  Utter  has  his  bill  discounted,  and  pays*  the  pUnter, 
who  thul  receives  the  price  for  hU  crop,  inthout  del»', 
and  without  danger  of  loss.  Suppose  the  bank  were  de- 
nied the  power  of  purchasing  foreign  bills,  what  would 
be  the  neceuary  operation '  The  producer  or  shipper 
might  send  the  cotton  or  the  sugar  to  the  North,  and,  in 
tliat  case,  the  bank  could  cash  his  draft.  But  if  he  sent 
it  abroad,  his  bill  must  be  sent  to  his  agent  in  the  bill 
market  of  the  Northern  cities,  for  sale;  and  if  be  mshes  to 
realize  die  amount,  he  will  draw  on  hU  sgea^  and  sell 
such  draft  Hus,  evidently,  subjects  him  to  a  double  ope- 
ration, and  to  the  expenses  of  commission,  |^ann^.  && 
It  u  plain,  I  think,  that,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
the  shipper  of  Southern  and  Western  produce  ei^o]« 
the  benefit  of  both  the  foreign  and  the  Northern  market 
more  perfectly  than  he  would  if  this  state  of  things  were 
to  be  so  changed  that  he  could  not  draw  on  his  consignee 
in  the  foreign  market  as  advantageously  as  he  can  now 
do  it. 

But.  ifthere  be  a  question  about  the  utility  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  bank  in  foreign  exchange,  there  can  be 
none,  I  suppose,  as  to  its  influence  on  that  which  is  in- 
ternaJ  or  domestic.  I  speak  now  of  internal  exchange, 
as  exchange  merely,  without  considering  it  connected,  as 
it  usually  IS,  with  advance  or  discount,  in  aotidpation  of 
the  maturity  ^  bills.  In  regard  to  mere  exchaiwe,  the 
operations  of  the  bank  appear  to  have  produced  the  DMSt 
beneficial  effect.  I  dottbt  whether,  in  any  extennve  coun- 
try, tlie  rates  of  internal  exchange  ever  averwed  so  low. 
Before  the  bank  went  into  operation,  three,  four,  or  five 
per  cent,  was  not  uncommon,  as  the  difference  of  ex- 
change between  one  extremity  of  the  country  and  the  other. 
It  has  at  times,  indeed,  as  I  am  informed,  been  as  high  as 
six  per  cent,  between  New  Orleans  and  B^tiroore;  and. 
Indeed,  between  other  placesin  this  country,  auich  hif[1ier. 
The  vast  amounts  bou|^t  and  sold  by  the  bank,  m  ill 
parts  of  the  country,  average  perhaps  less  than  one-half 
per  cent.  I  doubt  whether  this  exceeds  the  rates  between 
comparatively  neighboring  parts  of  Great  Britain,  or  of 
the  continent  of  Europe;  although  much  of  it  consists  in 
exchange  between  the  extreme  South  and  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  parts  of  the  Union.  With  respect  to  the 
effect  and  openi:tion  of  the  Bank  upon  the  general  inte- 
rests of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  thero 
will  he  found  a  gpreat  dlflTerence,  as  we  look  at  different 
parts  of  the  country.  Eveiy  where,  I  think,  they  have 
been  salutary;  buttiicy  have  been  important  in  very  dif- 
ferent degrees  in  different  quarters.  The  influence  of 
the  bank  on  the  general  currency  of  the  country,  and  its 
operations  in  exchanges,  are  benefits  of  a  general  nature. 
These  are  felt  all  over  the  country.  But  in  loans  and  dis- 
counts, in  the  distribution  and  actiud  appfication  of  its 
capital,  different  portions  of  the  country  nave  partaken, 
and  are  partaking,  in  very  different  degrees.  The  West 
is  a  new  and  fast-growing  country,  with  vast  extents  of 
rich  land,  inviting  settlement  and  cultivation.  Enterprise 
and  Ubor  ar^  thronging  to  this  scene  of  useful  exertion, 
and  necessarily  create  an  urgent  demand  for  capital.  Ttua 
demand  the  bank  meets,  to  a  veiy  eonuderable  degree. 
The  repn^  of  the  bank  show  the  existing  extent  of  its 
accommodation  to  this  part  of  the  country.  In  tiie  whole 
Southern  and  Western  States,  that  is  to  say,  soutii  and 
west  of  FhiUdelphia.  the  amount  exceeds  fort^-three 
millions  of  dollars.  In  the  States  lying  on  the  Missisnppi. 
and  its  waters,  it  exceeds  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Of 
these  thirty  millions,  nineteen  or  twenty  are  discounts  of 
notes,  and  the  reridue  of  acceptances  of  bills  drawn  on 
other  parts  of  the  country.  Tltis  last  amount  is  not  strictly 
a  loan:  it  is  an  advance  in  anticipation  <^  a  debt  But 
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other  kdvanrn  are  needed  quite  as  fiut  u  this  is  paid  off, 
as  every  succeasre  crop  creates  a  new  occanon  and  a 
new  dCTtre  to  sell  bills.  1  leave  it  to  Western  gentlemen 
to  jud^  how  far  this  state  of  things  goes  to  show  that  the 
continuance  of  the  bank  is  important  to  the  a^c^lture  and 
commerce  of  the  West.  I  leave  it  to  them  to  contemplate 
the  consequences  of  withdrawing  this  amount  of  capital 
from  their  countiY.  I  pny  them,  also,  to  inquire  what  is 
to  be  their  cireuUtinip  medium,  when  the  luites  of  tlie 
bank  are  called  in.  Dotheyseebefiire  them  neither  difli- 
calty  nor  danger  in  this  part  of  the  case^  Are  they  quite 
confident  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  bills  and  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  need  have  no  fears  of  a 
bad  currency,  depreciated  paper,  and  the  long  train  of 
ills  that  follow,  according  to  all  human  experience,  those 
inauspicious  leaders'  I  ask  them,  also,  to  judge  how  far 
it  is  wise  to  settle  this  question  now,  so  as  to  give  time  for 
maUng  this  vast  change,  if  it  ii  to  be  made  at  all.  The 
present  charter  is  to  continue  bnt  four  years.  If  it  be  not 
renewed,  tliis  debt  must  be  called  in  witliin  that  period. 
Mot  a  new  note  can  be  taken  to  the  bank,  for  a  dollar  of 
it,  after  that  time.  The  whole  circulation  of  bank  notes, 
too,  roust  be  withdrawn.  Is  it  not  plun,  then,  that  it  is 
lugh  time  to  know  how  this  important  matter  is  to  be  ad- 
justed? The  country  could  not  sUnd  a  sudden  recall  of  all 
this  Capita^  and  an  abrupt  withdrawal  of  this  circulation. 
How,  mdeed,  the  West  could  stand  the  change,  even  if  it 
wm  begun  now,  and  conducted  as  gradually  and  as  gently 
as  possible,  I  confess  I  can  hardlv  see.  The  very  com- 
mencement of  the  process  of  recall,  however  slight,  would 
be  felt  in  the  prices  of  the  very  first  crop,  partly  from 
the  immediate  effect  of  withdrawing  even  a  small  part  of 
the  capital,  and  partly  from  the  certain^  of  future  pres- 
sure from  withdrawing  the  rest.  Indeed,  gentlemen  must 
prepare  themielve^  I  think,  for  some  effect  on  the  prices 
of  lands  and  ciHamodities  by  the  postponement  of  this 
question,  should  it  take  ^ace,  as  well  as  for  embarrass- 
mant^  in  other  respects,  l^iat  postponement  will,  at 
best,  not  diminisli  Uic  tmcertainty  which  han^  over  the 
fate  of  the  measure.  Seeing  the  hostility  which  exists  to 
renewing  the  charter,  and  the  extent  of  tliat  hostility  if 
the  measure  cannot  now  be  carried,  not  only  a  prudent 
regard  to  its  own  intcreiti,  but  the  highest  duty  to  the 
country,  ought  to  l«ul  the  bank  to  prepare  for  the  termi- 
nation of  its  career.  It  luu  not  before  it  one  day  too  many 
to  enable  it  to  wind  up,  without  cUstreasang  the  public, 
^  such  vast  concerns.  If  it  were  certain  that  the  cliarter 
was  to  be  renewed,  a  postponement  would  be  of  little  im- 
portance. But  this  IS  uncertain;  and  a  postponement 
would  render  it  more  uncertnin.  A  motion  to  postpone, 
should  such  be  made,  will  be  mainly  supported  by  those 
who,  cither  on  constitutional  grounds,  or  acrnie  other 
grounds,  are,  and  always  will  be,  against  the  renewal.  A 
postponement,  under  such  circumstances,  and  such  aus- 
pices, cannot  bnt  create  far  stronger  doubts  than  now 
exist  of  the  final  renewal  of  the  charter.  It  is  now  two 
years  and  a  half  since  the  President  invited  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  this  subject.  That  invitation  lias  been 
more  wan  once  repeated.  Every  where  the  subject  has 
been  con«dered{  every  where  it  has  been  discussed.  The 
'public  interest  now  requires  our  decision  upon  it,  and  the 
pubUc  voice  demands  ttiat  deciuon.  I  trust,  sir,  we  shall 
make  it,  and  make  it  wisely. 

Mr.  President,  tlie  motives  which  prescribe  my  own 
line  of  conduct  on  this  occasion  are  not  drawn  from  any 
local  considerations.  Tlic  State,  in  whose  representation 
1  bear  a  part,  has  as  little  intcrea^  peculiar  to  itself,  in  the 
continuance  of  this  corpw^tion,  asany  State  in  the  Union 


banks  are  as  well  conducted  M  those  of  other  States.  But 
she  has  a  common  interest  in  the  continuance  of  a  usefiil 
institution.  She  has  an  interest  in  the  wise  and  siiccen- 
ful  administration  of  the  Government  in  all  its  depart- 
ments. She  is  interested  that  the  general  currency  w  the 
country-  ahotikl  be  maintuned  in  a  safe  and  healthy  state. 
She  derives  a  benefit  with  others  (I  beBeve  it  a  gwatbe- 
nefit)  from  the  facility  of  exchanges  in  intenuil  c<»nraeice, 
which  the  bank  affords.  This  is  the  sum  of  her  mofirci. 
For  these  reasons,  ^e  is  willing  that  the  bank  itiouU  be 
continuetl.  But  if  the  matter  Siould  be  otherwise  Met- 
mined,  however  much  she  might  regret  it  on  gencrsl  ind 
public  grounds,  she  certainly  does  not  apprehend  fifloi 
such  a  result  inconveniences  to  her  own  citizens,  such  u 
may  and  must  fiill,  so  fur  as  I  can  see,  on  some  other*. 

Mr.  Pre»dcnt,  I  will  Uke  leave  of  the  sobject  for  the 
present,  with  a  remark  which  I  think  is  due  from  ne.  For 
some  years  past,  I  havs  not  been  inattentive  to  the  gene- 
ral operations  of  the  bank,  or  to  their  influence  on  the 
public  interests  and  the  convenient  adminiatration  of  the 
Government;  and  I  take  the  occasion  to  say,  with  sineeriW 
and  cheerfulness,  that,  during  that  period,  its  affairs  hive 
been  conducted,  in  my  opinion,  with  fidelity,  as  well  to- 
wards the  Government  as  towards  its  own  stockhtMen; 
an  J  that  it  has  sought  the  accomplishment  of  die  pabU 
purposes  designed  by  its  institution,  vith  ^atingiuAtd 
abihUr  and  <tistlnguiahed  success. 

A^ourncd. 

Satcboait,  Hat  26. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Chikssss.  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciatr  to  inquire  if 
any  futtber  measures  are  necessary  to  enforce  the  jud^ 
ment  or  decrees  of  the  Supreme  Court,  w«»  taken  up  «» 
agreed  to. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  modi^  and  continue  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subsenb- 
ers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  HOOHE  offeretl  as  an  amendment  to  the  biUw 
additional  section,  providing  that  it  should  not  be  bvnil 
to  establish  a  branch  in  any  State  without  the  asKiil  of 
that  SUte  i  that  the  capital  of  inch  branch  shall  be  subject 
to  taxation,  in  like  manner  with  that  of  the  State  bitik; 
and  that,  if  the  bank  docs  not  declare  what  is  the  araouol 
of  such  ciqiital,  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  State  to  amime  uiv 
particular  sum  as  the  amount  of  the  capital.  Mr.  M.  flia 
not  wish,  at  present,  to  press  the,  consideration  of  thi> 
amendment,  and  he  moved  that  it  be  printed.  Hewotild 
take  this  occasion  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  Senatorfiwi 
Massachusetts  for  his  proposed  amendment  to  the  biD,  by 
which  the  Sute  of  Alabama  would  be  entitled  to  another 
bmnch  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State.  A  br«nch*« 
much  needed  in  that  part  of  the  State,  and  had  been  »p- 
plied  for.  AVhatever  mi^t  be  his  final  vote  on  ^^^^ 
lie  hoped  the  ameiulmcnt  stiggested  by  the  Senator  fnwi 
Massachti setts  would  be  adopted.  .  , 

Mr.  DALL-VS  presnimcd  there  would  be  no  objec6« 
to  the  motion  to  print,  provided  it  did  not  dcUy  the  da- 
cussion  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  would  propose  an  amendnKH' 
to  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill  as  reported.  Bythitchw 
it  was  provided  that,  after  the  10th  April,  1836,  it 
not  be  lawful  for  the  directors  to  establ^  in  any  Stsie 
more  than  two  branches  where  one  now  existed,  nor  nw* 


She  (lort  not  need  the  ^  of  ita  capital,  because  the  state  titan  one  altogether,  where  at  present  there  vss  mx^^ 
of  her  commerce  and  manufactures  does  not  call  tor  the  He  wouldpropose  to  strikeout  alUner  tlie  word  "State, 
cmpltq^ment  of  more  capital  tlian  she  possesses.  She!  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  that  it  would  not  belsvlu 
does  iu)t  need  it,  in  auy  peculiar  degree,  certainly  any  I  fur  the  directors  to  "  establish  or  retain  morej^un  i* 
restraint  or  corrective  on  lier  own  paper  currency.    Herj  offices  of  discount  or  dcpmitc  in  any  State."  Toe  pi"'' ' 
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lqre»  Mr.  W.  added,  wUch  vw  Bought  by  the  nortbem 
part  of  Alibama,  eoukl  meet  with  fiiture  attention. 

l^e  questum  was  pat  on  the  atnendmeiit,  wlum  it  wu 

Adopted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  proceedul  to  aay  that  yesterday  be 
had  alluded  to  a  modLfication  contained  in  the  seventh  sec- 
tion, which  regarded  the  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  bank 
for  its  exduaiTe  privile^:«s.  That  section  provided  that 
the  bonus  should  be  paid  in  three  aoaual  inetalmenti,  of 
9500,000  each.  He  vould  more  that  it  be  anKoded,  so 
that  tbe  bank  sliould  pay,  by  way  of  a  bonui^  an  annuity 
or  yearly  sum  of  $150,000,  each  and  evety  year  duringita 
term  of  fifteen  years. 

Hr.  Smi'H  asked  what  benefits  the  bank  gained  for 
the  payment  of  ttus  stun.  That  it  would  hare  certain  cx- 
cluHve  privil^es,  he  knew,  and  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment depontea  was  probably  also  calculated  upon;  but  it 
should  be  obtenred'that  thoae  dcRoaitea  would  differ  ma- 
terially from  their  fmner  amount  Should  the  reduction 
on  duties  take  place,  as  was  supposed,  by  the  repeal  of 
ten  millions,  under  a  new  tariff,  the  depomtes  would  con- 
sequently be  so  much  leas.  And  he  thought  the  payment 
of  #150,000  annually  for  the  use  of  half  the  fmmer  depo- 
rite^  a  heavy  tax. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  hoped  tbe  measure  would  have  the 
Senator's  approbation,  when  he  would  comnder  what  the 
benefiu  really  would  be.  It  not  only  had  excltinve  privi- 
leges over  other  banks,  but  a  provision  was  also  intended 
to  be  embraced  to  augment  the  amount  in  bank  teii  mil- 
lions; aiid  from  the  interest  of  this,  annually,  together  with 
the  yearly  payment  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  the  Goreriiment  would  derive  a  respectable  reve- 
nue. It  ma  found  that,  if  tlic  bonus  had  been  fixed  at 
9100,000  a  year,  it  wouM  not  eqi»l  the  old  bonus. 

Mr.  HAbCY  inquired  if  there  was  not  a  proposition  be- 
fore the  ooomhtee,  from  a  Tery  respectable  quarter,  to 
pay  a  bonus  <rf  three  miUions  of  dtrfluv  for  the  charter  of 
a  bank. 

Ur.  WEUSTBB  answered  that  there  was. 

Mr.  BENTON  objected  to  the  payment  of  any  bonus 
whatever,  and,  in  lieu  of  thatspecies  of  compenaation,  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  the  proper  compensiUion  for  the 
bank,  provided  this-  exclusive  privilege  was  aedd  to  it, 
would  be  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  on  loans  and  di»- 
counts.  A  reduction  of  interest  would  be  felt  by  the  peo. 
pie;  the  payment  of  a  bonus  would  not  be  felt  by  them. 
It  would  come  into  tbe  treasury,  and  probably  be  lavished 
immedntely  on  some  scheme,  possibly  unconstitutional 
in  its  nature,  and  sectional  in  its  application.  He  was 
not  in  fitvor  of  any  scheme  tov  ^tting  money  into  the 
treasury  at  present.  Tbe  difficulty  lay  the  other  way. 
The  struggle  now  was  to  keep  mtmey'out  of  tbe  trea- 
suryi  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  surplusi  and  the 
reception  of  this  bonus  would  go  to  aggravate-' that  diffi- 
culty, by  increasing  that  suqilus.  Rings  might  receive 
bonuses  for  selling  exclusive  privileges  to  monopoliz- 
ing compamea.  In  that  case  his  subjects  would  bear 
the  loss,  and  he  would  receive  the  profit;  but,  in  a  repub- 
lic, it  was  incomprehennble  that  tbe  people  idiould  sell  to 
a  company  the  privilege  of  mdcing  money  out  of  them- 
selves. He  was  opposed  totlie  grant  of  an  exclusive  privi- 
leget  he  was  opposed  to  the  sale  of  privileges;  butif  grant- 
eil,  or  sold,  he  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the  price  in  the 
way  that  would  be  must  beneficial  to  the  whole  body  of 
the  people;  and,  in  this  caae,  a  reduction  of  interest  would 
best  acoomphsh  that  object.  A  bank,  which  had  the  be- 
nefit of  the  credit  and  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  bank 
u  pon,  could  w^  Mford  to  make  loans  and  discounts  for  less 
than  six  per  centum.  Five  per  centum  would  be  high  in- 
terest for  such  a  bank;  and  he  bad  no  doubt,  if  time  waa 
allowed  for  the  application,  thatappltcations  enough  would 
be  made.to  take  the  charter  upon  these  terms. 

Being  on  his  feet,  Ur.  B.  said  he  would  agiun  go  cm  to 


submit  some  reasons  why  tbe  question  of  renewii^  tbe  bank 
charter  should  not  be  dedded  at  this  time.  He  ^dnot  object 
to  discustton.  It  was  through  discusnon  that  the  people 
were  reached.  Congres»onaI  debates  excited  and  fixed  their 
attention,  often  imparted  to  them  information,  and  aided 
them  in  reflecting  t>ack  their  wishes  and  sentimeota  upon 
their  representatives.  He  applauded  the  Presidentfbr  hav- 
ing brought  thissubject  before  tbe  Congressaitd  the  people, 
in  ma  three  annual  messageit  he  w«i  wtSU  tatafied  that  the 
directors  of  the  hank  had  moved  their  applicaticn  at  the 
present  time:  be  had  no  objection  even  to  the  present  t^s- 
cus«on,  except  that  it  detained  him  from  his  nunily,  and 
consumed  time  which  he  wished  to  employ  on  subjects  of 
more  immeiUate  and  presnng  importance  to  his  constitu- 
ents! but  he  took  a  clear  and  broad  distinction  between 
discussion  and  dectsioni  and  as  discusnon  should  always 
precede  decimoo,  and  leave  as  much  time  for  conaderation 
afterwards  ai  poaubkr,  he  wai  opposed  to  decision  now. 
There  was  certainly  no  necessity  for  it.  The  bank  dwr- 
ter  had  four  years  yet  to  run,  and  two  jearaafter  that  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  winding  up  its  affairs}  in  all,  ax  ycirtbe> 
fore  the  dissolution  of  the  corpomtioo:  and  if  he  was  to 
name  the  true  appropriate  time  for  Congress  to  make  its 
decision,  it  would  be  in  tbe  two  years  which  intervened 
between  the  expiration  the  charter  and  the  disscdution 
of  the  corporation;  and  this  would  remit  the  final  decision 
to  the  Congress  which  would  sit  between  1836  and  1836. 
The  stockholders  had  not  applied  for  tbe  recharter  at  tbia 
session.  Thur  resolution,  adopted  in  triennial  meeting 
last  September,  authorised  the  prendent  and  directors  to 
apply  at  any  time  before  the  next  triennial  meeting,  which 
would  be  in  September,  1834;  so  that,  according  to  the  re* 
solution  of  tlw  stockholders,  there  were  yet  two  sessions 
of  Congress  to  be  held  before  the  question  need  be  de- 
cided. 

Many  reasons  oppose  the  final  action  of  C<mgrcsB  iqion 
this  subject  at  the  present  time.  We  are  exhausted  with 
the  tedium,  if  not  with  the  labors  of  a  six  months'  sesusn. 
Our  hearts  and  minds  must  be  at  home,  though  our  bodies 
arc  here.  Mentallyand  bodily  we  are  unable  to  g^vethe  at- 
tention aod.consideration  to  this  question,  which  the  mag» 
nitude  of  its  principle^  the  extent  and  variety  of  its  de- 
tails, demand  from  us.  Other  subjects  of  more  immetUate 
and  pressing  interest  must  be  thrown  amde,  to  make  way 
for  it.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  tbe  public  huidi, 
for  which  tbe  new  States  have  been  petitiiHiinK  for  so 
many  years,  and  the  modification  of  the  tariff,  the  con- 
tinuance of  which  seems  to  be  weakening  the  cement 
which  binds  this  Union  together,  must  be  postponed,  and 
possibly  lost  for  tbe  seswon,  if  we  go  on  with  the  bank 
question.  Why  has  the  tariff  been  dropped  in  the  Se- 
nate? Every  one  recollects  the  haste  wilb  which  that 
subject  was  taken  up  in  ttus  cliamber;  bow  it  was  pushed 
to  a  certain  pomtt  and  how  suddenly  and  gently  it  has 
given  way  to  tl\e  bank  bill!  Is  there  any  union  of  inte- 
rest—any conjunction  offerees — any  combined  plan  of  ac- 
tion— any  alliance,  offenuve  or  defensive,  between  the 
United  States'  Bank  and  tbe  American  system?  Certun^ 
they  enter  the  field  together,  one  here,  tbe  other  yonder* 
(ptnnting  to  the  Uotiae  of  Representatives,)  and  leavii^ 
a  clear  stage  to  each  otlicr,  they  press  at  once  upon  both 
wings,  and  announce  a  perfect  non-interference,  if  not 
mutual  aid,  in  the  double  victory  which  is  to  be  achieved. 
Why  have  the  two  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Hanufiuitures,  and  for  taking  up  which  notices  have  been 
given,  why  are  they  so  suddenly,  so  ea«ly,  so  gently, 
abandoned.'  Why  ia  the  land  bill,  reported  by  tbe  same 
coownttee,  andt  a  pledge  Rhren  to  odl  it  up  when  the 
Committee  on  Public  I^nds  had  made  their  counter  re- 
port, also  suffered  to  sleep  on  the  table?  The  counter 
report  is  made}  it  ia  printed}  it  lies  on  every  table}  why  not 
go  on  with  the  lands,  when  the  settlement  of  the  question 
of  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  from  that  source 
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precedei  tiie  ttrilF  question,  uid  imut  be  setded  before 
we  knov  how  mach  revenue  ahmld  be  raised  from  im- 
ports? 

An  unfinislied  inresti^tion  presented  nnother  reuon 
for  deUying  the  final  mction  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 
The  House  of  RepresentatiTes  had  appmnted  a  commit- 
tee to  investigate  tlie  afTain  of  the  bank;  they  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  limit  of  the  time  allotted  tbem;  had  report- 
ed adrersely  to  the  bank,  and  especially  aminst  the  re- 
newing of  uie  charter  at  this  sesaion;  and  nad  urg'ed  the 
necessity  of  further  examinations.  Would  the  Senate 
proceed  while  this  unfinished  investigation  was  depend- 
ing in  the  House?  Would  they  act  so  as  to  limit  the  in- 
vestigation to  the 'few  weeks  which  were  allowed  the 
committee,  when  we  have  from  fiwr  to  «x  years  on  band 
in  which  to  make  it?  The  reports  of  this  committee,  to 
the  amoant  of  aone  15,000  oojnes,  had  been  ordered  by 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
people.  For  what  purpose?  Certainly  that  Uie  people 
mar  read  them,  make  up  their  minds  upon  their  contents, 
and  communicate  their  sentiments  to  their  representa- 
tives. But  these  reports  are  not  yet  distributedi  they  are 
not  yet  read  by  the  people;  and  why  order  this  distribu- 
tion without  waiting  for  its  effects,  when  there  is  so  much 
time  on  hand?  Why  treat  the  people  with  this  mockety 
of  a  pretended  consultation,  while  prciceeding  to  act  be- 
fbre  they  can  read  what  we  have  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
them?  Nay,  more,  the  very  documents  upon  which  the 
reports  are  founded  are  yet  unprinted!  The  Senate  is 
actually  pushed  into  this  oiscussion,  without  bavins'  seen 
the  evidence  which  was  collected  bv  the  investigating 
committee,  and  which  the  Senate  itself  has  ordereJto  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  its  members! 

Tbit  decision  of  tius  question,  continued  Mr.  B.,  does 
not  belong  to  this  CongrcKii  but  to  the  Congress  which 
win  be  elected  under  the  new  census  of  1830.  It  looked 
to  hiu)  like  usurpation  for  this  Congress  to  seize  upon  a 
question  of  this  magnitude,  which  need  not  be  decided 
until  the  new  and  full  representation  of  the  people  comes 
in,  and,  if  decided,  the  dectnon  of  which  is  irrevocable, 
fliough  it  cannot  take  effect  until  1836,  that  is  to  say,  un- 
til three  years  after  tiie  new  and  full  representation  would 
be  in  power.  What  Congress  is  this?  It  ig  the  appor- 
tionment of  1B30,  formed  on  a  population  of  ten  mulums 
of  people.  It  is  just  gang  out  of  existence.  A  new 
Con^freas,  apportioned  upon  a  representation  of  thirteen 
millions,  is  already  provided  for  by  law,  and  after  the  4th 
of  March  next — within  nine  months  from  this  day — will 
be  in  power,  and  entitled  to  their  seats  where  we  now  sit. 
That  Congress  will  contein  thir^  members  more  than  the 
present  MHIions  of  people  arenow  unrepresented,  who 
will  be  then  repreaented.  The  West  alone  loses  twenty 
Totes!— in  the  West  alone,  a  million  of  people  lose  their 
voice  in  the  decision  of  this  question*  And  why?  What 
excuse?  What  necessity?  What  plea  for  this  sudden 
haste  which  interrupts  an  unfiniBhed  investigation,  sets 
avde  the  immediate  business  of  the  people,  and  usurps 
the  rights  of  our  successors?  No  plea  in  the  world,  ex- 
cept that  a  ginntic  moneyed  institution  refuses  to  wait, 
and  must  have  ner  imperial  wishes  Immediately  gratified. 
If  charters  were  to  be  granted,  it  should  be  iritu  as  little 
invsjion  of  the  rights  of  posteri^ — with  as  little  encroach- 
ment upon  the  pririleg^  of  our  successors,  as  possible. 
Once  in  ten  years,  and  that  at  the  commencement  of  each 
iiill  representation  under  a  new  census,  would  be  the  most 
proper  tine. 

Mr.  B.  bad  nothing  to  do  with  motives.  He  neitlier 
preferred  accusations,  nw  pronounced  absdutionsi  but  K 
was  imposnble  to  shut  his  eyes  upfMi  facts,  and  to  close  up 
lua  reason  i^nat  the  deduction  of  inevitable  inferences. 
The  Presidential  election  was  at  hand—it  would  come  on 
in  four  months — and  here  was  a  question  which,  in  the 
opiiuOD  of  «n,  mnM  affect  that  election — in  the  opinion  of 


some,  may  decide  It— which  is  pressed  on  for  deoMn 
four  years  before  it  is  necessary  to  decide  it,  and  »i  ycm 
before  it  ought  to  be  decided.    Why  this  sudden  pres- 
sure?   Is  it  to  throw  the  bank  bill  into  the  hands  of  tbe 
President,  to  solve,  by  a  practical  reference,  the  disputed 
problem  of  the  Executive  veto,  and  to  place  the  Pmi- 
dent  under  a  cross  fire  from  the  opposte  banks  of  the  Po- 
tomac river?   He  [Mr.  B.J  knew  nothing  about  tbst  veto, 
but  he  knew  amnething  of  human  nature,  and  something 
of  the  rights  of  the  people  under  our  representative  fam 
of  Government;  ana  he  would  be  free  to  say  that  a  veto 
which  would  stop  the  encroachment  of  a  minority  of  Coo- 
gjess  upon  the  rights  of  its  successors — which  would  ir- 
rest  a  frightful  act  of  legislative  usurpation — whidi  would 
retrieve  for  the  people  the  right  of  deliberation,  and  of 
action — which  would  arrest  the  orerwhehniiw  ptopea 
of  a  gigantic  moneyed  institution — wtucb  would  prerait 
Ohio  rrom  being  deprive^  of  five  votes,  Indiana  &om  los)^ 
four,  Tennessee  four,  Ulinms  two,  Al^ams  two,  Ken- 
tucky, Mississippi  and  Missouri  one  each — which  would 
save  ux  votes  to  New  York  and  two  to  PenosylTanti; » 
veto,  in  short,  which  would  protect  the  rights  of  two  mil- 
lions of  people,  now  unrepresented  in  Congress,  would  be 
an  act  of  constitutional  justice  to  the  people,  which  ought 
to  raise  the  Prcmdent,  and  certainly  woald  raise  liim,  to  i 
higher  degree  of  &vor  in  the  estimation  of  every  republi- 
can citizen  of  the  cinnmuni^  than  he  now  enjOTed.  Bv 
pasring  on  the  charter  now,  Cun^^ress  would  lose  ul 
check  and  control  over  the  institution  for  the  four  yean 
it  had  yet  to  run.    The  pendency  of  the  question  wui 
rod  over  Its  head  for  these  four  years;  to  decide  the  qiie»- 
tion  now,  is  to  free  it  from  all  restrunt,  and  turn  it  lowe 
to  play  what  part  it  pleased  in  all  our  affura — clectioM, 
State,  federal,  and  Preridential— tiiat  it  pleaasd. 

Mr.  B.  turned  to  the  example  Rnpand,  and  bmtd 
the  republican  Senate  of  the  Umted  States  to  take  ties- 
son  from  the  monarchial  Parliament  of  Great  Bntsin. 
We  copied  their  evil  ways;  why  not  their  good  onet' 
We  copied  our  bank  charter  from  theirs;  why  notimitiic 
their  improved  example  on  the  question  of  renewing  Uie 
charter?  Ponnerty  it  was  the  custom  to  renew  the  dar- 
ter half  a  doien  years  befim  it  was  out;  but  in  ISSSdm 
practice  was  denounced  by  the  whig  members,  and  hu 
(teen  totalfy  discontinued.  The  cliarter  of  the  Bink  of 
England  expires  in  1833 — it  is  now  within  nine  months  of 
its  expiration,  and  is  not  yet  renewed,  and  will  not  be  k- 
newed  without  leaving  open  the  question  for  the  fuUe*t 
inquiry  and  latest  deliberation-  The  question  hssbcM 
annually  debated  in  Parliament  for  five  or  «x  yean;  the 
freest  nnj|e  ia  allowed  to  tlie  discusBon;  the  danger  of 
such  an  mstitation,  even  in  a  monar^y,  is  loud^  pro- 
claimedf  and  all  partiea  agree — ^toriea  as  well  as  wbifri— 
in  leaving  open  the  question  for  ultimate  decifion  to  tbe 
last  moment.  In  the  House  ofCommons,  in  January.  1831, 
Sir  Heiwy  Pamell  expressed  his  hope  tliat  the  H<wk 
would  be  called  upon  to  institute  a  strict  examtnatim  into 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  bankii^iTsM 
in  Eng^nd  before  ttie  question  of  the  re  charter  wss  d^ 
cided;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiter,  Lmd  Ai- 
thorp.  fully  concurrHl  in  his  aemliments,  and  pledged 
himself  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  were  m  bvor  of  in- 
quiry, and  would  make  no  private  arrangement  whh  tbe 
bank  to  forestall  tbe  free  action  of  Parliament.  Here, 
then,  is  a  British  mimstry  and  a  British  Pariiament  keep- 
ing open  the  question  of  renewing  the  English  charter  » 
the  last  month,  and  all  concurring  in  favor  of  strid  *i' 
amination  and  full  inquiry,  while  wa  must  be  hurrietl  into 
decision  fiMir  yeara  too  soon,  and  without  fini^ing  the  ei- 
anunaftion  we  have  begun,  or  seeing  tbe  papers  wliicti  ve 
have  ordered  to  be  printed!  An  immense  proportion  of 
the  stockholders  in  the  present  miacalted  Bank  of  tlw 
United  States  are  Englidimen.  These  Ei^idmieo  have 
to  wait  for  the  ezptration  of  thrir  diuter  in  Engtedt 
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hare  to  subnut  Diere  to  the  Btricteit  ezunination  into  their 
banking  operatioiwi  but  here  they  will  not  wait,  and  will 
not  nibtnit! 

The  impropriety  of  proceeding  to  decision  at  the  pre- 
sent  time  was  too  obvious  and  egrerioutto  be  overlooked 
by  the  advocates  of  the  bank.  Th^  have  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  anticipate  the  objection,  and  to  offer  reasons  to 
rebut  it  What  are  those  reasons'  Why,  first,  that 
the  Preadent  has  brought  tlus  question  to  the  notice  of 
Congress.  Certainly  he  has,  ana  that  not  once,  but  three 
tiroes,  and  always  for  the  same  purpose — for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  inquiry  and  discussion — to  carry  the  question 
to  the  people,  as  well  as  to  Congress;  and  m  his  last  mes- 
sage he  declares  expressly  that  he  leaves  the  question,  for 
the  present,  to  the  enlightened  consideration  of  Congress 
and  the  people!  Here  is  an  invitation  to  consider  before 
vedeeide;  an  invitation  fortbe  people  to  consider  as  well  as 
Congress;  snd  it  is  a  total  perversion  of  his  recommenda- 
tion for  Congress  to  decide,  without  conudering,  and  es- 
pecially without  leaving  the  people  any  opportimity  to 
connder!  He  [Mr.  B.]ha(l  attempted,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, to  excite  discussion  in  conformi^  to  the  Frendent's 
recommendation,  but  it  was  kept  out  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate)  and  now  he  was  called  upon  to  decide  wiUiout  time 
for  discussion.  Another  reason  giren  few  deciding  at  tiua 
sessioni  is,  that  ntaxt  seMion  will  be  too  short  forso  import- 
ant a  subject!  as  if  the  present  sesuon  was  yet  to  last 
longer  than  the  next  one  will  be!  The  next  session  will 
certainly  be  three  months  long,  and  may  be  four  or  five 
months  long.  If  Congress  chooses  to  meet,  as  it  has  the 
right  to  do,  and  as  many  believe  it  ought  to  do,  in  October 
or  November,  the  present  sesMon  cannot  last  but  three  or 
four  weeks,  and  we  have  our  hands  full  of  presdng  and 
imme^ate  budnesi — the  ^blic  lands — the  tsriff— and 
many  minor  •ubiectt.  Tbu  answer  will  not  do-  The 
next  session  will  he  four  times  as  long  as  the  remainder  of 
this  sesnoni  it  will  conust  of  the  same  members  who  are 
nowhere;  it  must  be  precisely  the  same  thing  to  the  bank, 
as  a  moneyed  institution,  to  have  its  application  passed 
upon  then  as  now;  but,  as  a  political  institution,  it  may  be 
quite  differentt  the  Prendentisl  election  will  then  be  over ! 
the  poUtieal  effect  of  the  veto  may  then  be  losU  and,  there- 
fore, a  dednon  just  after  the  election  can  answer  no  pur- 
pose! a  decision  just  before  the  election  is  the  only  thing 
which  can  accothplish  the  views  of  the  combined  forces 
which  have  now  taiktn  the  field! 

A  third  reason  given  for  present  decision  is,  that  the 
bank  may  beg^n  todraw  in  its  debts  snd  wind  up  its  af- 
fiurs,  if  the  charter  is  not  renewed.  This  is  no  reason  at 
all.  It  is  less  than  none.  Such  a  fcsaon  can  only  tmpose 
upon  the  most  ignorant  and  uninformed.  The  Aank  has 
two  years,  by  its  charter,  to  wind  up  its  affitirs  afler  the 
exfurmtioi)  of  the  ctkarter,  and  may  take  as  many  years 
more  as  it  pleases,  by  following  the  example  of  the  old 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  converting  its  directors 
into  trustees,  to  collect  the  debts  and  sell  the  effects  of 
the  corporation.  The  application  for  the  renewed  char- 
ter of  the  old  bank  was  refosed  in  the  very  last  year  of 
its  existence.  Then,  at  now,  an  afi'ected  cry  was  nuaed 
of  pressure  upon  the  debtors,  and  distress  of  the  commu- 
nis, if  the  question  was  not  decided  a  long  time  before- 
bandf  but  the  republican  Congress  of  that  period,  like 
the  whig  Parliament  of  the  present  d|,y  in  England,  kept 
open  the  question  to  the  last  moment;  and  when  decided, 
none  of  the  evils  took  place  which  had  been  predicted; 
none  of  the  dreadful  pictures  were  realized  which  had 
been  conjured  up  by  interested  btockholdcrsand  terrified 
debtor^  to  alarm  and  divert  from  their  duty  the  Congress 
of  1811.  The  corporation  was  dissolved  tmtoito-;  it 
bad  not  the  two  years  to  go  upon,  whidi  tlus  bank  lu» 
nfter  the  expiration  of  its  charter;  it  came  to  a  sudden 
and  final  ei^  but  whhout  stu>ck  to  the  community,  or  in- 
jury to  itself.   The  stockholden  retolTed  thenwelves  into 


their  natural  cruelties.  They  laid  aside  their  artificial 
creations  and  legal  appellations;  and,  instead  of  electing 
directors  and  cashiers,  they  elected  trustees  and  clerks; 
and  these  trustees  and  clerks,  .who,  by  the  bye,  were  Uie 
same  old  officers  of  the  bank,  went  on  to  setUe  up  its  af- 
fiura  as  a  private  concern.  They  executed  their  trust 
qiuetly  and  leisurely;  they  were  many  years  about  it;  and 
conducted  things  so  gentiy,  and  finidied  off'  so  gradually, 
that  no  man  can  tell,  without  a  reference  to  history,  when 
they  finished.  Surely  tiiis  bank,  if  not  renewed,  can 
wind  up  in  the  same,  way;  and  if  it  will  not,  the  sooner 
the  unfortunate  debtors  can  get  out  of  its  clutches  the 
better  for  themselves.  If  they  have  a  dispoution  topresa 
their  debtors,  and  distress  the  community,  they  can  do  it 
without  the  jpretext  of  an  unrenewed  cluirter. 

But  it  is  said  the  debts  to  tliis  bank  are  so  great  I  Thirty 
millions  of  dollars  due  from  the  West;  half  as  much  from 
the  South;  nearly  seven^  millions  in  all!  It  is  indeed  a 
frightful  debt;  and  infinitely  more  burdensome  than  a 
public  debt  of  the  ssme  amount,  for  the  interest  is  payable 
every  sixty  days  in  advance,  with  accumulations  from  ex- 
change and  compound  operations,  which  make  it  equal 
to  nine  or  ten  per  cent  We  are  rejoicing  at  emancipa- 
tion from  a  national  debt,  at  the  moment  that  we  have 
fidlen  into  a  bank  debt,  fiir  greater  than  that  of  the  rero- 
lutionary  war,  and  infinitely  more  devouring  upon  our 
resources,  from  its-multiphcd  and  compound  exactions 
for  interest,  and  its  absorption  of  specie,  and  infinite^ 
more  galling  to  our  spirits,  from  its  direct  bearing  ttpon 
the  property  and  {lersons  of  our  citizens.  It  is  said  that 
the  bank  must  begin  to  diminish  this  debt  if  it  has  not  an 
imroe^te  assurance  of  a  renewed  charter.  Good!  No- 
thing better  could  happen!  The  sooner  it  is  (Umlnished, 
the  better  for  the  fi«edcnn,  the  prosperitr,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  the  country.  It  has  been  created  in  a  sudden  siid 
extraordinary  mannei-.  An  immense  proportion  of  it  has 
grown  up  since  the  Present's  demonstration  against  the 
bsnk  in  1829,  and  for  the  undeniable  purpose  of  creating 
an  interest  in  favor  of  a  renewal  by  multiplying  the  num- 
ber of  persons  interested  in  the  renewal.  In  tlie  mean 
time,  the  country  is  worse  off  than  for  many  years  past. 
The  cry  of  pecuniary  distress  resounds  from  aU  quarters. 
The  pressure  upon  the  money  market  is  the  theme  of 
every  tongue.  The  bank  itself  is  crippled  and  dinbled 
from  fulmling  the  object  of  its  creation.  In  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  it  can  give  no  ud  to  the  merchants  wlio 
are  in  debt  to  the  treasury!    A  payment  of  ux  millions  of 

Eublic  debt  is  deferred  three  montlis,  because  the  revenue 
onds  could  not  be  paid!  And  this  is  the  condition  of  a 
bank  which  is  to  aid  tiie  nation  in  time  of  war  and  peril! 
Every  interest,  public  and  private,  requires  this  great 
debt  to  be  diminished'  The  president  of  the  bank,  in  a 
letter  printed  and  laid  upon  the  tables  of  the  Senator^ 
says  there  are  no  standing  accommodations  at  bank;  then, 
surely,  indefinite  time  is  not  wanted  to  pay  them.  A  large 
part  cithe  Western  debt  is  in  domestic  bills  of  exchangr. 
These  cannot  be  permanent  debts,  unless  they  are  6s»- 
guised  loans,  to  draw  interest  as  a  debt,  and  premium  as 
bills  of  cxelunge.  If  real  bills  of  exchange,  they  will  be 
paid  at  maturity,  or  be  retorned  dishonored,  and  delivered 
up  to  the  puniut  of  the  law;  if  not  real  bills  of  exchan^ 
but  disguised  loans,  they  are  umiious  and  void,  a  vioUtion 
of  the  charter,  an  oppression  upon  the  country,  and 
ought  to  be  detected  and  exposed.  So  far  as  the  West 
is  concerned,  the  sooner  it  can  get  rid  of  its  tiiirty  mil- 
lions of  bank  debt,  the  better.  It  would  stop  the  ex- 
hausting drain  of  near  three  milUons  of  bank  interest;  it 
would  relieve  its  flourishing  towns  from  the  grasp  of  a 
power  which  can  «ush  them  at  any  moment. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  bad  given  reasons  enough  to  show  the 
inexpediency  of  final  action  upon  this  question  at  pre- 
sent; but  he  hadanother  reason  tu  give,  of  a  nature  en> 
tirely  Afferent  from  tboae  he  had  urged,  and  one  which 
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was  entitled  to  the  eonvdenttion,  not  only  of  the  people's 
representatives  here,  but  of  the  people  themselvea  at 
home.  It  was  a  reason  which  would  address  itself  to  that 
portion  of  the  people,  and  tlieir  representatives,  who 
were  in  favor  of  nations!  banking*,  but  not  wedded  to  the 
present  British  monarchial  bank,  miscalled  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  He  alluded  to  tlie  establishment  of  seve- 
ral American  banks,  with  moderate  capitals,  and  without 
exclunTC  privileges,  to  be  located  in  tkiedifrerent  sections 
of  ttua  Union,  and  to  nipeffede  and  succeed  the  present 
gigantic  institution.  This  was  the  plan  of  Mr.  Madison. 
He  suggested  it  in  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, m  the  year  1791,  against  the  esUblishment  of  the 
first  United  States*  Bank,  and  recommended  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  those  who  were  determined  to  embark  the 
United  States  in  the  banking  career,  he  himself  beinjf  op- 
posed to  any  banks;  but  if  there  was  one,  he  insisted 
there  ought  to  be  several.  The  genius  of  our  republican 
Ooveniment,  the  equal  privileges  of  tlie  people,  the  ex- 
tent of  our  country,  the  diversity  of  our  pursuits,  and  our 
abbonence  of  monopolies,  would  all  require  the  multi- 
plication and  diffusion  of  banks,  if  Uiere  was  a  ungle  one. 
Hr.  Madison  complained  of  the  proneness  of  our  states- 
men to  copy  English  examples,  witliout  coiisidering  the 
difference  between  the  genhia  of  the  EngBih  Government 
and  ourewn.  Theirs  was  a  monarchyt  ours  a  republic: 
theirs  preferred  a  single  bank,  with  enormous  power  and 
extensive  privileges,  because  it  favored  the  concentration 
(rf*  wealth  and  power  in  the  hands  of  a  fewi  ours  (if  it 
admitted  of  any  baitkj  would  reauire  several,  because  it 
abhorred  exclusive  pnvileges,  ana  required  the  diff'usion 
of  wealth  and  power,  and  the  equal  distribution  of  benefits, 
as  well  as  burdens,  to  all  port^  of  the  Union.  The  sug* 
geation  of  Hr.  Madison  had  appeared  to  him  [Mr>  B.I  to 
be  eminently  just  and  proper  from  the  time  that  he  nrat 
read  it|  and  be  bad  been  entirely  confirmed  in  that  opi- 
nion, and  convinced  of  the  advantage  of  several  banks  over 
one,  (if  there  are  to  be  any,)  even  in  a  monarchy,  by 
tracing  and  comparing  the  history  of  the  three  Scottish 
banks  with  the  single  British  bank.  In  reading  this  his- 
tory, he  had  seen  uie  advant^  of  checking  powers  in 
banking  Governments  as  well  as  in  political  Governments. 
The  three  Scottish  banks  had  held  each  other  in  check, 
had  proceeded  moderately  in  all  their  operations,  conducted 
tlieir  business  regularly  and  prudently,  and  always  kept 
themeelves  in  a  condition  to  &ce  their  creditors;  while 
the  «ngle  English  bank,  having  no  check  from  rival  in- 
fllitutions,  ran  riot  in  the  wantonness  of  its  own  unbridled 
puwer,  deluging  the  country,  when  it  pleased,  with  paper, 
and  filling  it  with  speculation  and  extraragance;  drawing 
in  again  when  it  pleased,  and  filling  it  with  bankruptcy 
and  pauperism;  often  transcending  its  limits,  and  twice 
atopping  payment,'  and  once  for  a  period  of  twenty  years. 
There  can  be  no  question  of  the  incomparable  superiority 
of  the  Scottish  banking  system  over  the  English  banking 
system,  even  in  a  monarchyi  and  this  has  been  officially 
announced  to  the  Bank  of  England  by  the  British  minis- 
try, as  far  back  as  the  year  1826,  with  the  authentic  de- 
cbrationtluittbe  Englisli  system  oiF  bulking  must  be  assimi- 
lated to  the  Scottish  system,  and  that  her  excluvre  privi- 
lege could  never  be  renewed.  This  was  done  in  a 
correspondence  between  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  first  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, on  one  side,  and  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank  of  England  on  the  other.  In  their 
letter  of  the  18th  January,  1836,  the  two  ministers,  ad- 
verting to  the  fact  of  the  stoppage  of  payment,  and  re- 
peated conmlaions  of  the  Bank  of  England,  while  the 
Scottish  banks  had  been  wholly  free  from  such  calantities, 
declared  their  conviction  that  there  existed  an  unsound 
and  delusive  system  of  banking  in  England,  and  a  Bound 
and  aolid  system  in  Scotland!  And  they  gave  the  oflfidal 
anurance  of  the  Britirii  Goremment,  that  neither  his 


Majesty's  ministers,  nor  Parliament,  would  ever  agree  to 
renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England  with  their  ex- 
clusive privileges!  Exclusive  privileges,  they  said,  were 
out  of  fashion*  Nor  is  it  renewed  to  this  day,  though  the 
charter  is  within  nine  months  of  its  expiration! 

In  the  peculiar  excellence  of  the  Scottish  plan,  lies  t 
few  plain  and  obvious  principles,  closely  reUtra  t&  repub- 
lican ideas.  First.  No  exclusive  privileges.  Secondly. 
Three  independent  banks  to  check  »m1  control  each  other, 
and  diffiise  their  benefits,  instead  of  one  to  do  as  it  ploa- 
ed,  and  monopolize  the  moneyed  power.  Thirdly.  The 
liability  of  each  stockholder  for  tiie  amount  of  lus  ttoek, 
on  tl^e  failure  of  the  bank  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie. 
Fourthly.  The  payment  of  a  moderate  interest  to  At- 
positea.  Upon  these  few  plain  principles,  all  of  them 
founded  in  republican  notions,  equal  rights,  voA  equil 
justice,  the  Scottish  banks  have  advanced  themselTcs  to 
the  first  rank  in  Europe,  have  eclipsed  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land,  and  caused  it  to  he  condemned  in  its  own  country, 
and  have  made  themselves  the  model  of  all  futnre  bani- 
ing  institutions  in  Great  Britain.  And  now,  it  would  be 
a  curious  politicid  phenomenon,  and  might  give  rise  to 
some  interesting  speculations  on  the  advance  of  free  prin- 
ciples in  England,  and  their  decline  in  America,  if  the 
Scottish  republican  plan  of  banking  should  be  rejected 
here,  while  preferred  there,  and  tiie  British  ntonudiisl 
plan,  which  is  condemned  there,  should  he  perpetiutnt 
lierc!  and  this  dotible  incongruity  committed  without  ne- 
cessity, without  excuse,  withotit  giving  the  people  time 
to  consider,  and  to  communicate  their  sentiments  to  their 
constituents,  when  there  is  four,  if  not  six  years,  for  them 
to  consider  the  subject  before  final  decision  i»  reqnired! 

Following  out  the  nirgestion  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  tak. 
ing  the  Scottish  plan  for  his  ba^  Mr.  B.  aud  he  hid 
sketched  a  skeleton  plan  for  three  moderate  repubKcm 
banks,  in  place  of  the  present  gigantic  monarchial  onn 
and  would  submit  his  plan  for  the  consideration  and  im- 
provement of  those  who  advocated  the  establishment  of » 
national  bank,  without  being  wedded  to  the  one  which  ve 
copied  fix}m  England,  and  the  original  of  which  is  now 
condemned  in  England. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  his  plan  as  follows: 

Plan  for  three  Bank: 

1.  Locations:  One  north  of  the  Pototnac;  one  louth 
of  that  river;  one  at  New  Orleans;  all  with  leave  rot* 
tablish  branches,  subject  to  taxation,  where  the  St»l« 
may  permit. 

2.  Capital:  Not  to  exceed  five  or  six  milUmis  of  do)lr< 
each. 

3.  No  exclusive  privileges- 

4.  Each  atockholder  to  be  liable  to  the  amount  of  hii 
stock  on  the  fkilore  of  the  bank  to  redeem  iti  notes  in 

specie. 

5.  No  bonus  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States  for  (licir 
charters.  In  lieu  of  bonus,  the  interest  which  the  bink 
may  take  on  its  loans  and  diseounts,  to  be  reduced  to  fire 
per  centum. 

6.  United  States  to  own  no  stock. 

7.  Foreigners  to  own  none. 

8.  To  make  compensation  to  the  United  States  for  the 
use  of  public  deposites. 

9.  To  allow  a  moderate  interest  to  other  depoates. 

10.  To  hold  no  real  estate  except  for  their  neeessuy 
accommodation. 

11.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  officer  of  the  Pedenl 
Government,  to  be  a  stockholder  or  director. 

13.  No  person  to  he  a  stockholder  or  director  in  any 
two  of  these  banks  at  the  same  time- 

13.  To  issue  no  note  for  a  less  amoimt  than  ^;  nor 
receive  or  pay  out  a  State  bank  note  of  less  amount. 

14.  Each  to  be  on  M  eqiwl  footing  with  respect  to  ibe 
fiiTors  of  the  Federal  Oovemroent. 
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Mr.  B.  did  not  prewnt  this  sketch  as  a  perfect  plan. 
He  only  threv  it  out  fat  eonndention,  especiaUy  for  the 
conrideration  of  the  people  who  he  hoped  woidd  be  al- 
lowed time  to  consider  it  A  suf^stion  which  emanated 
from  Mr.  Madisoiv — principles  which  had  the  approbation 
of  Europe — certunly  deserved  consideration;  and  if  the 
plan  which  he  submitted  sbould  have  the  fortune  to  be 
perfected  and  recommended  by  a  comntittee  of  Congress, 
or  other  respectable  portiontof  the  community,- and  su- 
penede  the  present  Dink,  it  might  tend  to  flnsen  the 
erils,  and  to  diffuse  the  benefits  or  the  banking  syatem  in 
America.  The  detuts  of  the  plan  were  particuUrJy  open 
to  improrement;  but  the  great  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded,  he  held  to  be  incontrovertibly  and  immeasura- 
bly .preferable  to  the  principles  on  which  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  States  rested.  It  is  certainly  more  republi- 
can, for  it  avoids  monopoly  and  exclusive  privileges,  and 
diflfusei  itsdf  over  the  great  sections  of  the  Union,  instead 
of  being  confined  to  a  nngle  city.  It  is  better  for  the 
people;  for  the  people  are  always  beUer  served  by  rival 
institutions  than  by  a  angle  one.  It  a  better  for  the  Go- 
vemment:-for  then  the  Government  will  not  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  any  one  bank)  nor  be  forced  to  trust  all  its  mo- 
ney to  the  keeping  of  one;  nor  be  confine<l  to  the  recep- 
tion of  notes  issued  by  one;  nor  be  compelled  to  suspend 
important  payments,  for  example,  a  public  debt,  because 
ai^  one  of  these  banks  may  have  become  so  crippled  and 
disabled  as  not  to  be  able  to  h^  the  merchants  to  pav 
theb*  revenue  bonds.  It  will  be  better  for  our  free  insti- 
tutions: for  if  there  is  but  one  bank,  it  must  quickly  faU 
into  the  hands  of  one  political  party,  to  be  used  for  the 
exaltation  of  themffilves,  and  tlie  deprestion  of  their  ad- 
versaries; but  if  there  are  several,  each  party  may  find  a 
refuge  in  some  one  from  the  persecutions  of  the'  other. 
The  moderate  capitals  which  are  proposed  would  prevent 
them  from  being  too  powerfiil)  Mid  the  tendency  of  our 
political  parties  to  degenerate  into  sectional  parties,  would 
leave  the  bank  of  each  section  in  the  hands  of  the  domi- 
nant  party  of  that  section;  while  the  branches  of  the 
other  banks  would  present  a  resource  to  the  mtnoritiea. 
As  for  the  story  tlut  the  present  Bank  of  the  United 
State*  is  not  a  political  engine,  it  is  a  story  for  nurses  to 
tell,  and  for  children  to  believe.  It  is  a  political  engine! 
and  a  tremendous  one,  too!  Its  power  is  terrific,  and  ir- 
refistible,  having  tlie  secret,  ramified,  and  despotic  organi< 
zation  of  the  Jesuits,  with  the  revenues  of^ an  empire. 
No  individual  can  stand  before  it.  But  one  man  in  Ame- 
rica can  now  stand  before  it,  and  him  it  now  defies  to  tlie 
encounter!  If  victorious  now,  it  is  conqueror  forever. 
It  will  go  on  to  take  possesnon  of  all  power,  through  the 
medium  of  all  elections.  Senators,  Representatives,  Pre- 
sidents, Judges,  must  all  be  bank  men!  and  even  the 
State  I..egislature8  must  be  bank  Le^latures,  in  order 
to  secure  the  election  of  bank  Senators!  Kir.  B.  wished, 
ill  the  first  place,  to  destroy  this  tremendous  power — to 
extirpate  it,  root  and  branch,  from  the  country.  If  that 
cmdd  not  be  done,  he  was  for  weakening  the  monster 
which  he  could  not  kill;  he  was  for  repubticaiiizing,  as  far 
as  it  could  be  done,  the  odious  and  dangerous  monarchial 
features  which  it  contained;  he  was  for  mtpeneding  the 
mammoth  institution  by  smaller  ones,  which  would  be  less 
fbrmididile  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  more  man- 
sg'eable  by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

Next  to  the  political  advanti^cs  which  would  result, 
from  diffusing  the  banking  power,  would  be  the  pecuniary 
advantage  to  the  Soath  and  West,  in  emancipating  them 
from  subjection  to  a  remote  and  rival  section  of  tiie  Union, 
and  rendering  them  masters  of  their  own  moneyed  system. 
At  present,  the  moneyed  system  of  every  Southern  and 
IVestem  city  is  under  the  domination  of  the  Northeast. 
"The  consequence  of  this  domination  is  a  reversal  of  evet^- 
■latiintl  relation  between  these  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
the  itnpoveririiment  and  exhatisUon  of  the  dependent  parts. 


Looking  at  thar  respective  resources,  aitd  the  compara- 
tive expoFtatiora  of  domestic  productions,  and  the  South 
and  West  should  be  infinitely  richer  than  the  Nwtheast; 
and  so  they  undoubtedly  would  have  been,  haditnotjwen 
for  a  series  of  federal  legislative  acts,  of  which  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  United  States'  Bank  is  the  most  disastrous 
and  oppresnve.  As  tiie  sources  of  national  wealth  in  the 
production  of  the  great  staple  exports— cotton,  tobacco, 
rice,  provisions — the^  should  abound  with  gold  and  silver; 
exchange  should  be  in  their  favor;  their  local  bank  paper 
should  be  in  demand  every  where;  they  shoukl  be  the 
largest  impcHting  quarters  of  the  Union.  But  not  bong 
masters  or  their  own  moneyed  system,  the^  retain  none  of 
these  advantages  which  nature  so  bountifully  bestowed 
upon  them.  Their  gold  and  silver  is  drained  off  to  t^ie 
seat  of  the  moneyed  powers;  exchange  \a  against  them, 
because  they  are  debtors,  instead  of  being  creditors,  to 
the  Northesatem  section  of -the  Union;  th^  bank  notes 
are  at  a  discount  every  where,  because  it  is  the  interest 
of  the  moneyed  power  to  disparage  them;  imports  they 
hardly  possess  at  all,  because  it  requires  capital,  that  is  to 
say,  money,  to  establish  importing  houses,  and  pay  the 
duties  on  imported  goods.  Without  money,  without  the 
control  of  their  own  moneyed  system,  tlie  Southern  and 
Western  cities  cannot  have  the  benefit  of  their  own  com- 
merce. Their  produce  is  bought  by  non-resident  mer- 
chants; the  imparts  and  the  prcmts  go  to  distant  and  rival 
cities;  and  thus  it  is  tirnt  New  Orleans,  with  an  exporta- 
tion of  thirteen  millions  of  domestic  produce,  imports  but 
seven  millions  of  fbretgn  goods;  Mobile,  with  as  large  a 
domestic  export  as  Philadelphia,  imports  but  150,000  dol- 
lars; Charleston,  with  an  exportation  of  seven  millions, 
imports  one  million;  Virginia,  with  an  exportation  of  five 
millions,  imports  but  half  a  million;  while  Philadelphia, 
with  a  domestic  exportation  of  three  millions,  imports  nine 
millions;  New  York,  with  the  same  exportation  with  New 
Orleans,  imports  thirty  to  forty  millions;  and  so  of  all  the 
other  cities  m  the  section  of  the  moneyed  power.  The 
unnatural  state  of  the  moneyc<l  system,  chiefly  induced  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  the  principal  cause  ol' 
these  unnatural  results.  Abolish  that  bank;  let  each  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  become  dte  mastar  of  its-own  money 
markets,  and  imports  snd'exports  would  quickly  balance 
each  other.  New  Orleans  and  Charieston  would  take  new 
and  gigantic  starts.  Every  Southern  and  Western  town 
wouU  immediately  fieel  the  advantage  of  thdr  moneyed 
independence. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  the  plan  which  he 
suggested  was  not  only  to  be  republican,  but  American; 
it  was  lo  admit  of  no  stockholders  but  those  who  were 
citizens.  The  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  full 
of  foreigners.  It  was  monarchial  in  its  organisation,  and 
foreign  in  its  character.  Hie  former  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  justly  odious,  and  truly  condemned,  on  accotmt 
nf  its  foreign  composition;  and  the  present  bank  was  more 
largely  imbued  with  foreign  capital  than  the  former  one 
wss.  Foreigners,  in  the  former  bank,  he-Id  but  18,000 
shares  of  $400  each,  making  $7,200,000  of  stock;  in  the 
present  bank,  they  own  84,055  shares  of  $100  each,  mak- 
ing $8,405,500  of  stock.  It  is  to  no  purpose  to  say  the 
forewners  have  no  votes:  those  who  luve  the  money  will 
nde  ni  all  moneyed  institutions.  They  had  no  votes  in  the 
former  bank;  but  the  republicans  of  1811  would  not  tole- 
rate an  institution  of  wliich  they  were  members.  The  beat 
feature  in  the  Scottish  plan  of  banking — tlie  best  which 
he  proposed  in  tlie  plan  he  had  sketched — was  tlie  liabili- 
ty of  stockholders  for  the  amount  of  their,  stock.  This, 
of  course,  would  require  American  stockholders;  as  a  pri- 
vilege to  sue  Britirii  lords  and  ladies  in  Bngland,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  would  be  a  nugatory  amlrdiculoua  proviskHi. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  mode  a  few  remarks,  in  reply  to  his 
colleagiie,  [Mr.  Bentott.]  That  (^ntlcman  bad  opposed 
the  consideration  of  the  bank  qnntion  at  the  present  time. 
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and  one  of  tbe  reuoiu  given  by  him  was,  that,  by  a  pott- 
ponement  unti]  after  the  nest  Presidential  election,  the 
President  would  be  relieved  from  a  cross  fire  from  the 
frianrif  'H  opponents  of  the  bank,  with  regard  to  his  ap- 
proval or  veto  of  the  bill. 

[Hr.  BENTON  explained  that  such  was  not  his  mean- 
ing. The  idea  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  him  was,  that 
the  bill,  if  acted  on  now,  would  necessarily  be  connected 
with  Uie  Presidential  election,  not  that  the  Preudent  him- 
self would  be  embarrassed  by  it.] 

Mr.  BUGKNER  said  be  was  glad  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man's disclaimer,  for  he  had  apprehended  differently  the 
tenor  of  the  gentleman's  remarks.  But,  lest  others  nught 
entertain  umilar  Tiews,  be  would  snr  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject.  If  the  Prendent  had  pfaced  himself,  or  his 
friends  had  placed  him,  in  such  a  pontion  as  to  be  em- 
bairassed  by  the  decindn  of  this  great  question,  it  was 
not  the  fault  of  the  friends  of  the  bank,  nor  was  it  their 
duty  to  relieve  him  from  the  cross  fire  that  mig^t,  in  con- 
sequence, be  directed  against  him.  Who  was  ft,  asked 
Mr.  B.,  that  first  brought  up  the  bank  question,  continual- 
ly.teasing  both  Congress  and  the  public  with  their  oppo- 
sitioti  to  the  institution?  It  was  not  the  ftiends  of  the 
bank,  but  rather  those  who  now  thougitt  to  entrench 
themselves  behind  the  new  census.  A  postponement  on 
such  grounds  would  never  be  sanctioned  by  the  people  of 
the  United  Statesj  and  be  entertained  a  different  opinion 
of  the  President,  to  whom  he  had  always  given  his  support, 
to  believe  that  any  action  on  the  question  could  place  him 
in  a  situation  of  embarrassment    But  why  postpone  this 

auestion,  more  than  any  other,  until  the  Congress  under 
le  new  census.^  If  we  wut  until  then  before  we  act  on 
this  important  national  question,  that  a  deciuon  may  be 
made  on  it  by  a  fuller  representation  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  does  not  the  same  reason  apply  with  equal 
force  to  otiier  great  national  (questions — ^to  the  tariff*,  in 
which  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  interested; 
and  to  the  public  lands,  more  peculiarly  interesting  to  the 
people  of  the  West,  botii  of  wbii^  the  gentleman  is  so 
anxious  to  bring  forward  ^  Why  should  we  now  press  tiie 
land  question,  of  such  all-absorbing  intercbt  to  Uie  people 
of  the  West,  on  the  wry  heels  of  a  Congress  in  which,  aa 
the''gcntleman  says,  their  representation  will  be  increased 
by  twcnty-onc  members.  1  ask,  why  should  we  postpone 
the  bank  question  for  the  conaderation  of  a  Congress 
under  the  new  census,  rather  than  the  question  of  the  pub- 
lic lands?  Sir,  if  tlie  principle  of  the  gentleoian  pre- 
vails^  every  great  national  cfuestion  must  he  laid  aside, 
for  the  like  reaamst  and  it  will,  in  future  times,  be 
looked  to  as  a  precedent,  and  the  last  Coi^ress  under  an 
apportionment  will  postpone  every  important  national 
question  for  the  consideration  of  their  successors.  Mr.  B. 
would  have  been  willing  to  liave  postponed  the  bank  bill 
altogetiier  until  the  next  Congress,  liad  not  the  subject 
been  forced  upon  their  attention  by  the  opponents  of  tlii^ 
bank,  and  compelled  its  fnends  to  act.  As  it  was,  he  was 
reod^  to  decide  on  it  now,  hdcUng  himself  as  he  ^  on  all 
public  questions,  responsible  to  his  country  and  to  his 
constituents. 

Hr.  BENTON  said  that,  as  the  amendment  was  of  great 
importance,  and  as  a  number  of  .Senators  were  absent,  he 
would  move  an  adjournment — negatived,  19  to  23. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  had  a  few  obsen-ationa  to  make  in  an- 
swer to  the  gentleman  from  Misaouti,  [Mr.  Bbxtoit,]  on 
the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  »  more  advanced  penod. 
lie  liad  suggested  that  party  feelings  would  be  engender- 
ed with  it,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  Presidential 
election,  it  would  become  a  party  question  with  the  peo- 
ple, and  therefore  ouglit  lo  be  postponed.  He  would 
reply  to  the  gentleman,  tiiat  the  question  hu  been  press- 
etl  on  C'.ongrcss  this  very  session  by  the  President  himself, 
and  their  acting  on  it  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  Ute 
Kntifflenti  be  has  expressed. 


[Hr.  CuTTOir  here  read  the  paragia{A  in  the  ha 
message  in  reference  totiie  subject.] 

As  be  [Hr.  C.]  understood  tiie  sentence,  the  Prendent 
had  conceived  it  his  duty  to  press  the  early  decision  of 
this  impiHtant  question  on  the  people,  hot  couid  be  tee, 
nor  appreciate,  the  principle  lud  down  by  the  gMrtkmn, 
[Hr.  B.,]  how  it  could  influence  the  election,  orbepnt 
aside  on  that  account,  when  they  were  told  it  had  been 
brought  before  them  by  the  Prendent  himself. 

But  again,  he  [Hr.  C.]  would  inquire  of  the  Snutw 
from  HissouH,  if  his  argument  were  now  {[ood,  utoiti 
postponement  till  the  time  of  the.expirationofthechuter, 
why  he  bad  so  strenuously  pressed  a  dedson  on  the  quo- 
tion  even  last seanon.  If  tliegentlemao*smemoryiriUonIf 
serve  him,  or  if  he  will  turn  to  what  is  reocsded  on  thar 
journals,  be  will  find  tlia^  on  the  3d  of  February,  1831,  i 
resolution  was  introduced  by  himself,  that  "  the  kiuc  of 
Congress  should  be  expressed  against  renewing  the  ebu- 
ter."  In  that  year  the  genUeman  had  thought  It  right  for 
Congress  to  pass  on  its  constitutionality — wnv  notnov,  in 
1832'  He  [Hr.  C]  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  gentle- 
man's reaaoniiq^  respecting  the  new  ratio.  The  Prnident 
had  not  referred  to  it,  nor  was  it  probable  it  had  ever  oc- 
curred to  himt  and  it  appeared  to  him  [Mr.  C]  that  tbe 
Preiudent  bad  placed  it  befi>re  the  present  Coi^ren.  He 
trusted,  he  was  confident,  that,  in  deciding  the  queitioo, 
party  feelings  would  have  no  place.  He  fierfectly  agreed 
with  the  honond}le  chainpan  of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Oit 
U.K,]  that  it  should  be  solely  a  le^slative  business,  ud 
that  they  should  act  on  it  as  such,  and  not  sufier  then- 
selves  to  be  carried  away  by  any  biaa  or  prejudice  vhit- 
ever,  or  other  feelings.  It  was  a  meaanre  in  whtdi  tbe 
interests  of  the  whole  American  pec^le  were  involnd, 
and  if  aught  of  party  feelings  would  bare  place,  they  vouU 
not  be  introduced  by  himself  or  tbe  friends  with  wbom 
he  generally  coincided  in  sentiment.  Th^re  was  nooca- 
sion  for  him  to  dwell  on  tlie  general  features  of  tbe  inci- 
sure, afler  Uie  eloquent  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fnm 
Hassachusetts  [Mr.  WsaaTxaJyesterdayi  he  would  nwR- 
ly  refer  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  gentleman  fron 
souri,  estabhabing  three  separate  baaka—one  at  lle« 
Orleans,  one  at  lUtiunond  or  Cbarleaton,  and  one  aom 
of  the  Potomac. 

This  scheme  of  revolutionixing  the  banking  system  «u 
fraught  with  more  cvil(  it  would  necessarily  create  trivsl- 
ry  between  the  different  intcrestst  pve  rise  to  more  sec- 
tional feelings;  would  tend  to  diasiever  the  Vmoa;  wd 
there  would  be  an  end  to  all  uitfoniuty  of  currency.  He 
considered  tiiat  the  South  and  tiie  West  were  more  bene- 
fited by  a  United  Stiitea*  Bank  than  tlie  other  parts  of  tbe 
Union.  Its  benefits  were  a  sound  currency,  and  a  unifct- 
mity  in  the  value  of  the  drculatinf  medium;  so  that,  in  u 
places,  the  value  of  a  representative  by  paper  «tt 
ized  and  ascertained. 

The  geftt  evils  tiiat  were  fclt  on  the  refusal  to  ^ed•^ 
ter  the  old  bank,  must  be  remembered.  They  aroac  fnn 
the  immense  quantity  of  paper  that  waa.then  put  into  a^ 
culation  throughout  all  parU  of  the  country-  Tlus 
waa  so  abundant,  that  any  man  could  obtiun  what  he  vin- 
ed,  by  umply  putting  down  his  name,  proper^,  in  coi- 
sequence,  rose  above  its  real  vakiet  and  the  eiFect  ««» 
before  the  opening  of  the  new  bank  could  take  place,  uw 
the  depreciation  of  things  to  their  intrinsic  standard,  tbiJ, 
for  every  dollar  that  had  been  borrowed,  two  had  to  be 
paid.  But  he  had  not  intended  to  enter  on  the  S^"'^ 
question]  his  ffbject  bad  merely  been,  in  rinng,  to  re^ 
to  the  proposition  for  postponing  the  measurci  and  « 
could  not  see  how  it  could  be  effected  by  the  new  wpre- 
setitation.  This  body,  next  year,  would  be  the  same,  witn 
probably  a  single  exception  that  mi^t  arise  in  conicqiMnee 
of  death  or  resgnation-,  and,  as  regarded  the  elcctioi^  rt 
would  be  known  that  we  were  acting  in  conibrmity  vitn 
the  PrcMdenl's  wish,  to    on  with  U  in  the  pmcBt  acMV- 
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Mr.  DALLAS,  ftlio^iiiMleicHnereiiMrks  In  rcpfy  to  llr. 
fimoir,  andin  bvor  of  immedUte  action  on  the  quettion. 

Mr.  BENTON  nid  that  the  Preadeat,  in  the  paaaage 
read  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware^  left  the  diaciuuon  of 
the  question  to  the  representativea  of  the  people  and  to 
the  people  themaelTes.  The  people  themselvea  had  not 
yetbadan  opportunity  to  lUacuss  the  question.  They  bad 
not  been  able  to  read,  much  len  to  conwler,  anv  thing* 
in  regard  to  the  question.  Conirew  bad  eoHectcd  infor- 
mation, itated  &ft%  and  drawn  up  reaioiungs  upon  the 
question,  all  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
distribution  among  the  people.  But  if  ve  would  give  ef- 
fect to  the  order  to  print,  if  we  would  give  effect  to.  the 
Exccutire  recommendation,  we  must  let  the  people  hsve 
time  to  read  what  we  may  submit  to  them.  The  effect 
and  purpose  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  last  year 
was  to  excite  discusmm,  not  to  decide  this  question.  It 
im  by  dieeuiAm  here  that  the  people  abroad  are  informed. 
He  fUd  not  abject  to  the  diseasBon  oow,  only  for  the  rea- 
aoQ  that  the  discussion  will  interfere  with  ottier  bunness, 
and  detain  us  from  our  homes. 

Mr.  HARCY  said  he  hoped  the  Senator  firom  Maasachu- 
aetts  would  put  his  proportion  in  blank,  that  we  may  in- 
crease the  amount  of  the  bonus.  It  had  been  declared  by 
a  Tenr  intelligent  friend  of  the  bank,  that  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  would  increase  the  value  of  the  stock,  by  the 
■moont  of  seventeen  nulUiNii  of  dollars.  It  was  proper, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  should  have  a  suitable 
equivalent  for  the  benefit  thus  to  be  conferred  on  tlie 
atockboldera. 

Thequestionwasthentakenon  Mr.  Wsbstxk's amend- 
men^and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeasSS,  nays  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BBNTON,  the  yeas  and  nm  being 
deared  one^fUi  of  tlie  Senators  present^  tnoae  who 
roled  are  ai  fbUows: 

TBAS.~^leaBrf.  BeD,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
Ion,  OaliM,  Uli%  Ewiiw,  Puot,  Frelinghujrsen,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  King,  Kni^^  Miller, 
Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentw,  Bobbins,  Hobin- 
aoD,  Seymour,  Sikbee,  Taxewell,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins. 

NAYS.— Mears.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickersoo,  Dudley, 
Ull,  Mugam,  Marcy,  So^tb,  Sprague,  IVoap. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  men  subnutted  two  amendments,  ud 
moved  that  th^  be  printedt  which  was  tM?dered. 

The  flnt  autnorixes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
addition  to  that  now  held  by  the  United  States,  to  purduue 
atock  in  the  bank  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  three  nul- 
lions  of  dollsri]  and  the  second  provides  that  Congress  may 
hereafter  pass  a  law  restraining  the  bank,  or  any  of  its 
branches^  from  making  or  keeping  in  circulation,  af^er 
the  4di  of  March,  ISSA,  my  notes  or  bills  of  less  amount 
ilMa»_«  dollm. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  gentleman 
proposed,  by  his  first  amendment,  that  the  United  States 
abould  subscribe  for  the  additional  stock  at  its  par  value, 
or  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  it  at  the  market  price. 
If  the  latter,  he  would  suggest  that  Congress  could,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  if  thus  disposed  to  invest  its  surplus  reve- 
nue, pssB  a  hw  to  buy  stock  to  the  amount  that  it  might 
be  deemed  proper  st  the  time  to  bdd.  There  waa  no 
■secern^  for  appem^g  aoch  a  provision  to  the  charter, 
nnlesB  it  was  intended  to  give  the  Umted  StateaBnadran- 
Cage  over  other  purchasers  in  the  market 

Oo  motion  <tf  Mr.  CLAYl'ON, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

MoHBAT^  Max 
INDIAN  APPBOPBIATIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  postponed  all 
the  preceding  orders,  and  took  up  the  bill  making  *ppn>- 
|ffianoai  for  the  Indlao  Department  for  tiie  year  1883. 
The  SenatedieB  proeedeedto  coniUM',  aam  Coouidttee 
Tob  yUL— fiS 


of  the  Whole,  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Comndttce 
on  Indian  Affairs,  appropriating  5,000 dollars  to  be  expend  * 
ed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Wan  for  the 
relief  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  on  account  of  the  nulure  of 
their  crops  last  year. 
The  amendment  was  i^eed  to. 

Hr.  TIPTON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  proviso  that  no  portion  of  the  money  ^ipr(mn< 
ated  by  tlua  bill  rtull  be  used  to  reward  agents  for  lettfiBg 
disputes  among  themaelrea. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUTSEN,  regardmg  thia  as  the  best 
feature  in  the  biU,  objected  to  ita  being  stricken  out,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  TIPTON  asked  if  it  would  not  be  better  to  permit 
a  few  blankets  to  be  g^ven  to  divert  the  Indians  from  their 
customary  habit  of  having  blood  for  blood,  than  to  ri^ 
the  repetition  of  outrages  nmilar  to  tboae  which  had  been 
perpetrated  by  the  Sacs  or  the  Menonunees.  A  disore- 
tionary  power  confided  to  the  ^nts  might  prevent  tUs 
effusion  of  blood. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  replied  that  the  committee  of 
the  other  House  had  inserted  in  the  bill  the  clause  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  strike  out|  and  he  conodered  that, 
in  introthicing  it,  tiie  committee  had  done  a  great  public 
service.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  a  continuance  of  this  sys- 
tem of  bribei^  but  woidd  pnier  that  a  moral  influence 
should  be  brought  to  bear  upon  these  people.  If  the 
agents  were  to  tdl  them  tha^  unless  ther  abandoneil  their 
sanguinary  habits,  the  Oovenunent  of  the  United  States 
woidd  withdraw  its  countenance  and  protection  from  them, 
it  would  have  more  influence  than  all  the  bribes  whif^i 
could  be  given  tiiem,  in  the  form  of  blankets  and  nun. 
He  was  derirous  to  prevent  wents  from  exetdring  tins  dis- 
cretionary power}  wad  hopedthe  vote  of  the  Senate  would 
sustain  the  course  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Hr.  WHITE  made  a  few  observations  sfanilar  in  their  ' 
import,  stating  that  tiie  gentleman  of  the  other  Houae  who 
had  introduced  tiie  chuiw,  and  in  whose  opinion  he  bad 
much  confidence,  believed  that  disputes  were  sometimes 
got  up  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  rewards  held  out 
by  &>vemment.  He  knew  of  no  sudl  practices  lwn> 
selft  but,  if  th^  existed,  they  ought  to  be  discoursgcd. 
He  thought  the  motion  calculated  to  embarrass  the  nil, 
and  was  soriy  the  gentleman  from  IntUana  had  made  it. 
He  would  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  amend: 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Mesnrs.  Dallas,  Forsyth,  Hendricks,  King, 
Smith,  l^pton,  Wamman.— 7> 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
CUy,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  FreUnghuysen, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Hohnea,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Man  gum, 
Harcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Rubles,  Seymour,  Sprasnie,  Taze- 
well, TomUnsm,  Troup,  Webster,  White,  WUkins.— 34. 
So  the  motion  waa  negatived. 

The  bill  waa  then  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended; 
and  the  amendments  bemg  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  tlurd  time. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  petition  from  Geor^  Johnson 
and  others^  of  New  York,  manofteturera  of  hair  doth,  he. 
praying  th^  die  reduction  of  duties  proposed  by  tiie  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  might  not  become  a  law. 

Mr.  C,  in  presenting  this  petition,  availed  himself  of  the 
opportuni^  to  state  that,  from  this  petition,  and  from  a 
number  of  letters  which  had  been  addresaed  to  him,  con- 
cerning the  state  of  our  manu&ctures,  and  the  prosperous 
condition  of  some  of  them,  he  had  become  CMTUiced  that  it 
was  a  sokmndu^  which  Congress  owedtotheeouotiyto 
proceed  fai  the  vorit  of  revulatiDg  the  duties  with  the 
greatest  autioo.  TtMjn^t  not  be  aware  tiurt  they  were 
giTinfpafirtdMroketoMiDebnnches  of  the  arts^  wl^ 
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incautioudy  legiBUtin^  on  the  subject,  which  more  fuU 
conndention  would  luve  induced  taem  to'mvotd.    He  had 
thoii{fbt  it  hia  du^  to  make  tlUa  remark,  and  he  vmdd 
more  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 
The  motion  wu  agreed  to. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Tbe  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  oonnder  tbe  bill 
to  modify  and  continue  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Mr.  WsBSTim,  being  in  substance — 

1st  That  ^  Secretary  of  the  TreasQiy  should,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  when  directed  bj  tte  Presidciit,  have  the 
power  to  purdiase  ad^lional  stock  io  the  bank  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  tiiree  millions^  and 

3d.  That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank,  after  the 
44;horifarcb,  1831,  to  issue  uiy  notes  of  aless  valuethan 
—  ddlars. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  acceded  to  the  sugfeqtion  of  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  that.  In  reference  to  his  first 
amendment.  Congress  could  act  hereafter,  whenerersuch 
action  should  be  called  fbr  by  drcamstances.  He  would 
not  therefore  press  that  amendmeat 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  a  few  word*  in  defence  of  his  se- 
cond amendment,  which  imposed  no  restriction  until  after 
tbe  expiration  of  the  present  charter.  Tbe  effect  of  his 
proposition  would  be  to  introduce  more  specie  into  cir- 
euhition,  and  to  baiush  the  small  notes  with  which  the 
country  is  inundated.  He  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
ten  ddlais,  but  expressed  hit  wilUnRnesB  to  vote  for  a 
higher  resttietion,  ir  any  Senator  diould  more  it 

Mr.  BENTON  would  propose  to  sobstitote  twenty  dcd- 
lars,  and  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
He  alluded  to  tbe  precedent  io  England  of  fi^ng  on  a  hig^ 
amount,  and  to  the  ertla  that  bad  occurred  from  a  contra- 
ry system,  by  the  efforts  of  counterfeiters  being  confined 
to  notes  of  Koall  amount,  as  circulating  amoiqf  tbe  labor- 
in|r''™i  poorer  classes,  who  were  leas  able  to  detect  the 
forgery.  Ibe  notes  of  the  United  States*  Ban^  abo,  cir^ 
eulatinc  to  the  greatest  <bBtaRoe,  where  eountcrfeiti  were 
less  Halble  to  be  detected,  if  of  a  low  anumnt,  and  thus 
drculating  among  Ae  nurketiag  class,  n^^^  induce  the 
wne  evils. 

Mr.  FOOT  was  in  fwror  of  the  amendment,  but  not  in 
tbe  extent  erf" tbe  gentleman  frcon  Ifissouri,  [Mr.  Bxtrroir.] 
Bi^yearsaco,  be  [Mr.  P.]  had  made  an  attempt  to  pro- 
lubit  the  drcuMhm  of  notes  under  five  doUars.  He  be- 
lieved, if  the  measure  could  be  made  general— if  tbe 
power  extended  to  raiae  the  snuiunt  or  State  notes,  it 
would  have  the  effect  to  increase  the  drculation  of  spede. 
He  would  be  in  favor  of  making  it  ten  dollarsi  but  not  till 
tbe  State  banks,  by  one  consent,  shall  limit  theirs  to  five 
dolUrs.  For,  if  the  notes  of  the  Bank  <rf'the  United  Stetes 
were  liigh,  no  bcaeftt  from  it  would  accrue  to  the  coun- 
ti7)  for  tbey  would  not  be  brought  in  circulation  throagh 
w  State*.  He  was  mlling  toleave  a  ^scretionary  power 
in  Congress,  when  the  States  would  come  into  it 

Mr.  SMITH  was  in  Givor  of  tbe  linutationof  ten  doUarst 
but  would  be  opposed  toa  Mgher  restriction  than  five  dol- 
lars, unle»  the  States  were  limited  to  be  under  five  d<^ 
Ian.  Of  all  the  evils  that  could  be&U  the  country,  that  of 
a  sudden  return  to  a  currency  would  be  tiie  worst 
If  it  were  to  be  hroughtabout,  it  must  be  gradually. 

Mr.  CLAY  mentioned  the  state  <tf  tiie  bankiiv  system 
in  Kentuclqr—tlie  fiulure  of  several  banks.  When  be  first 
beard  tbe  amendment,  be  was  opposed  to  it  The  propo- 
sition to  pass  an  enactment  thus  restricting  the  amount  of 
the  notes,  .would  seriously  affect  the  resources  of  that 
State— they  bad  no  bank  of  then-  own,  anl.  by  raising  the 
notes  of  the  bank  above  five  doUars,  ^ey  would  have  to 
baverecOHTie  to  th«  notes  of  tlkumeighbariiv  States  for 


their  circulating  medium,  to  transact  tiidr  i 
nessand  dealing.  Therefore,  he  wasopposedtoal 
sum  than  ten  oollars,  and  would  only  agree  to  tlu^  u  a 
discretiooanr  fiivor  resting  in  Congresa  whether  it  nught 
be  prudent  hereafter  to  u  on  that  amonnt 

After  a  few  remu ka  from  Mr.  FOOT  and  Mr.  CHAH- 
BERS,  the  question  was  taken  on  filUng  the  bhnk  willi 
twenty  dollars,  when  it  was  agreed  to|  and  thesBMl- 
ment  tiius  shaped  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MOORE  then  moved  hia  amendment,  1st.  that  ss 
branch  should  be  estabbsbed  in  any  State,  without  Ox  is- 
sent  of  the  State)  and,  2d,  that  every  branch  dull  be  lit. 
bleto  taxation  in  the  State  as  the  State  banks  arc,  or  is 
iwoportion  as  other  proper^  is  taxed. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  for  a  division  of  the  fimmfafst, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  a  modification  of  tiie  tmeai- 
ment,  so  as  to  exclude  so  much  of  it  as  requireatbe  uMit 
of  the  States  to  tbe  location  ofa  branch  witluo  their  liauU. 
His  reason  was,  that,  as  some  of  tiie  States  enteriuned 
doubts  as  to  the  constkutionali^  of  the  power  exercited  is 
the  establishment  of  these  bnndies,  lie  did  not  itm 
that  they  should  bepiacedinarituation  tobesuffcrenoa 
account  of  thdr  coosciei^ous  scruples.  If  there  veie 
local  as  wdl  as  general  benefito  resulting  from  these 
teblishments,  these  States  ouj^tnotto  be  shut  out  from  tha 
enjoyment  of  these  advantages  on  account  of  their  doubti. 

Some  discusuon  took  place  on  this  proposition,  in  wkidi 
Messrs.  SPRAGUE,  EWINO,  FORSYTH,  KANE,  BEN- 
TON,BUCKNER,  MILLER.  KING^CUAMBEB8,CLiLY, 
and  TAZEWELL  took  part. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said  this  amendment  cnrtuned  two 
distinct  prmositions,  wlueb  ougbt  to  bare  been  sepanleb 
presented  for  ^scusrim.  Tbe  two  propostions  received 
the  consideration  of  the  committee :  it  was  detenmned  fintl- 
ly  to  limit  the  extennon  of  the  branches  to  the  nunto 
already  estabUshed,  unless  by  tbe  consoit  of  the  States^ 
and  to  take  a  bonus,  in  lieu  of  all  other  tau^adiercflbi 
General  Oovemment  or  of  tite  States. 

It  b  now  Mopoaed  to  reverse  bMh,  firs^  by  makinrtltt 
opmtioo  of  the  charter  depend  on  tbe  consent  orte 
States  to  the  esUblisbment  or  a  biao^  within  thitf  Bnili 
and  juriscbction,  and  then  to  give  the  States  die  flutter 
power  of  taxing  them. 

Both  of  these,  if  adopted,  defeat  totally  the  end  of  (be 
charter,  or  tbey  make  tbe  operation  of  anjkct  of  Coi^re« 
depend  on  tiie  will  of  each  of  the  Stetes.  These  prapo- 
aibons  are  founded  other  on  constitutional  objectiossto 
thepowerof  Congress  ow  tbe  subject  or  on  tbe  expe- 
diency of  the  exercise  of  thisrestcaiwivpoweraodieiisrt 
of  the  several  States. 

With  regard  tiien,  lat,  to  tiieeoDStitutiomlpower.  Tlw 
passage  x>f  the  ac:t  presupposes  the  power;  and  besida 
the  sanction  of  fdl  the  brancoes  of  tfie  Oovemmcm,  wludi 
it  must  receive,  it  has  already  been  twice  chartered,  snd 
sustained  by  the  judgment  of  the  Suiwctne  Court.  Hhm 
who  believe  there  is  no  power  to  grant  tbe  cbaiter,cauHt 
pave  their  consdencci^  or  tbe  ooHtitntion  atber,  bj  tlui 
lioutation. 

We  either  have  the  power,  or  we  have  not  IfwehifC 
it,  the  aaent  of  tiie  Stetes  is  not  necessary  to  aoafer  sr 
confirm  it.  If  we  have  net  tbe  power,  they  cannot  gift 
it  by  their  assent.  It  either  derog^es  from  tbe  pover,  or 
implies  a  doubt  of  the  authori^  of  Congress  or  it  obtwi 
for  them  the  authori^  to  do  what  is  otherwise  as  nneor 
stitutional  act,  by  unconstitutional  means.  If  we  bm  the 
power,  it  isplenaryf  if  we  have  it  not,  it  canwAbt  cor 
■erred  by  the  assent  or  sanctim  of  one  all  tbe  SMei. 
It  can  oiuy  be  given  by  an  amendment  to  tiie  conilitiitiaD. 

Now,  2dly,  with  regud  to  tbe  ea^>ediency.  It  it  <" 
g^ve  Uie  States  the  power  to  defeat,  and  one  m  d>emm7> 
and  probably  will,  defeat  the  opeitiion  of  the  taw.  Tbe 
bank  is  institoted  for  neat  national  purpose^  not  for  tbe 
mere  pecuniary  bendt  of  tiie  Stato^  abbw^  tet  tt  I 
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great  object — not  for  the  benefit  of  Btockholderi — not  for 
the  mere  discounting  of  notei — but  to  receive  xnd  distri- 
bute the  rerenue— to  fumiih  ft  sound  currency,  a  general 
nedium  of  dreulation  tfaraugh  all  the  Statea— to  equalize 
ez^iaiige,  and  other  objects  of  a  pnbUc  nature.  ^ 

How  oantiieae  purpotea  be  attained,  unlew  the  branches 
•re  eatabliahed  in  all  the  commerciBl  Statea?  Two-thirds 
of  the  revenue  is  received  in  the  single  city  of  New  Tork. 
That  great  empMium  is  also  the  centre  of  a  great  part  of 
aJl  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stateai  and  perhaps  hslf 
of  all  tiie  bUl8«  doinealk  and  fioreieTi,  either  pass  through 
or  teminate  there.  IfNew  Yot^reluseatoadiiutabrand), 
where  and  how  will  yoo  receive  the  revenue,  and  bow 
diatribute  it?  How  cao  jou  regulate  exchange,  or  fiimish 
ft  general  dreulation?  Will  not  thatnngle  State,  thai, 
oounteractthe  design  of  Congress?  And  other  intermedi- 
ate States  would  do  the  same  thing.  Suppose  Loiitaana 
riiouid  refuse,  must  the  benefit  of  this  charter  to  all  the 
Western  States  be  defmted  by  her  refusal  to  adnut  a 
branch  mto  her  d^,  the  eooiiiMrdal  oentre  of  at  leaatten 
States  hi  tiie  Uraon?  If,  therefbre,  the  bank  is  fbhnded 
on  any  public  nationid  objects,  and  it  can  be  justified  on 
no  other,  is  it  wise  and  proper  to  make  its  utili^  depend 
on  the  assent  of  each  of  the  Slates?  To  ^re  them  the 
power  by  anticipation  to  annul  our  own  law^  and  -deftat 
the  wisest  purposes? 

With  regird  to  the  power  of  taxation.  It  matters  little 
to  the  bank  whether  they  pay  a  bonus  to  the  Government, 
or  a  tax  to  tbe  States—but  botti  would  be  ui^uit    If  they 

E ay  it  to  us,  it  either  goes  to  the  treasury  for  the  use  and 
eneftttrf  all,  or  it  may  be  applied,  in  our  discretion,  to 
any  public  object,  or  divided  among  the  States.    U  we 

g've  the  power  to  the  States  to  tax,  it  will  operate  more 
vorably  upon  some  States.  Louisiana  would  receive  a 
much  larger  share,  from  being  the  emporium  of  the  West, 
than  tbe  other  States.  Bendes,  the  power  to  tax,  as  a 
franchise,  isanunlinuted  power  over  the  subject,  and  may 
be  uaed  to  exclude  or  expel  the  tnuik  from  the  State.  If 
you  give  the  power  to  tax  like  other  banks,  tone  States 
nave  no  bsnn,  and  many  do  not  tax  their  banks;  scHne  do 
tax  them,  but  in  general  they  stipulate  a  bonus.  If  like 
other  property,  there  will  he  the  difficult)r  of  ascertaining 
the  capital  and  regulating  the  rates;  collision  with  the 
States  hostile  to  the  bank  wlH  be  unavoidable. 

Besides,  why  conferthe  power?  If  they  have  the  pow- 
er, then  it  Is  unnecessaiy;  if  they  have  not,  shall  Congress 
give  the  States  the  power  todo  whattheyoan  do  intbout, 
and  at  the  same  lime  to  destroy  a  great  national  instittftioa? 
Tlie  juris^ction  over  the  subject  u  cxclswTe.  The  assent 
of  tbe  States  is  no  more  necessary  or  proper  than  it  would 
be  to  ask  them  to  establish  a  custom-house,  or  to  carry  the 
mail  or  march  troops  witiiin  their  limits. 

The  amount  of  the  bonus — how  we  shall  employ  it,  or 
divide  it,  if  a  distinct  question. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  a^  he  trusted  the  Senate  would  not 
act  outttese  proposition',  without  fully  understandingtheir 
bearing  and  exteot.  For  my  own  part,  said  be,  I  look 
upon  the  two  parts  of  the  amendment  as  aubitantially  of 
the  same  character.  Each,  in  my  opinion,  confers  a  power 
in  the  States  to  expel  the  bank  at  their  pleasure;  in 
other  words,  entirely  to  defeat  the  opcratitms  and  destroy 
the  capaeitf  for  usefulness  of  the  whole  bank.  The  «m- 
ple  question  is,  shall  we,  our  own  act,  in  the  charter 
Itself,  give  the  States  permisnon  to  expel  the  butk  and  all 
its  branches  from  thdrfimita,  at  their  own  pleasure?  The 
first  part  of  the  amendment  gives  this  perroiadon  in  ex- 
press tennsi  and  the  Utter  p«rt  ^ves  it  in  effhct,  by  au- 
thorizing the  States  to  tax  Ae  loans  and  issues  of  the  bank, 
with  no  effectual  limitation.  It  appears  to  me  idle  to  say 
that  Hua  power  may  be  safely  given,  because  it  will  not  be 
exercised.  It  is  to  be  given,  I  presume,  on  th^  suppoft- 
tion  that  probabty  some  of  the  Statea  will  choose  to  exer- 
cise  it|  ebe  why  is  it  given  at  all^   A«d  will  ibty  not  so 
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choose?  We  have  already  heard,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  of  two  cases  in  which  States  attempted  to  exer- 
cise a  power  of  this  kind,  when  they  did  not  constitution- 
ally poaseas  it.  Two  States  have  taxed  the  branches,  ftr 
the  avowed  purpose  of  driving  them  out  of  their  linUti^ 
and  were  prevented  from  accomplishing  this  object  mere- 
ly by  force  of  judidal  decinona  against  their  right.  I^ 
then,  these  attempts  have  been  made  to  exercise  wis  pow- 
er, when  it  was  not  legally  possessed,  and  against  the  will 
of  Congress,  is  there  any  doubt  it  wUI  be  exercised  when 
its  exercise  shall  be  permitted,  and  invited  by  the  propos- 
ed amendment?  No  doubt,  in  my  mind,  the  power,  if 
granted,  will  be  exercised,  andlliemahio^ectofcontinu- 
mg  the  hank  thus  defeated. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  second  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment is  as  objectionable  and  as  destructive  as  the  fint.  I 
think  it  so.  It  appears  to  me  to  give  ample  power,  bv 
means  of  taxation,  to  expel  the  bank  from  any  State  which 
may  choose  to  expel  it.  It  gives  a  power  of  taxation, 
without  fixed  limits,  or  any  reasonable  guards.  And  a 
power  of  taxation,  without  fixed  linuts,  andwlthou  t  guards, 
IS  a  power  to  embarrasa,  a  power  to  oppress,  a  power  to 
expel,  a  power  to  destroy.  The  States  are  to  be  allowed 
to  tax  the  branches  accoraing  to  the  amount  of  their  loans 
and  discounts,  in  like  manner  as  other  banks,  or  other 
property  in  the  State,  shall  be  liable  to  taxation. 

Now,  nr,  some  of  the  Statea  have  no  banks.  Of  course 
they  tax  no  banks.  In  other  States,  the  banks  pay  the 
State  a  bonus,  on  their  creation,  and  are  not  otherwise 
taxed.  In  other  caaef^  the  State  in  effect  itself  owns  the 
bank,  and  a  tax  on  it,  tiiercfiire,  would  be  merely  nominal. 
Beudes,  no  State  is  to  be  bound  to  lay  this  tax,  as  it  taxes 
its  own  banks.  It  haa  an  option  to  tax  it  in  that  manner, 
or  as  other  property  ia  taxed.  What  Other  proper^?  It 
majr  be  as  lottery  tickets,  gaming  tables,  or  other  things 
which  may  be  deemed  fit  to  be  discouraged  or  suppressM, 
are  taxed.  The  bank  may  be  dassed  with  other  nuisan- 
ces, and  driven  out  or  put  down  by  taxation.  All  this 
b  perfectly  within  tbe  scope  of  the  aoiendment  The 
license  is  broad  enough  to  authorize  any  tiling  which  may 
be  designed  or  wished. 

Now,  sir,  in  tbe  first  place,  I  doubt  exceedingly  our 
power  to  adopt  this  amendment,  and  i  pray  tbe  delibe- 
rate cOnaidention  of  the  Senate,  in  reganl  to  this  point. 
In  the  first  place,  let  me  ask,  what  is  the  constitutional 
ground  on  which  Congress  created  this  corporation,  and 
onwUch  we  now  propose  to  continue  it?  liiere  is  no 
express  uithcwtty  to  create  a  bank,  or  any  other  corpo- 
ration, given  to  us  by  the  constitution.  The  power  is 
derived  by  implication.  It  haa  been  exercised,  and  can 
be  exercised,  only  on  the  ground  of  a  just  neceasity.  It  is 
to  be  muntained,  if  at  all,  on  the  allegation  that  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  national  bank  ia  a  just  and  necessary  means 
of  carrying  on  the  Government  and  of  executing  the 
powers  conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitution.  On 
this  ground.  Congress  has  establuhed  this*bank,  and  on 
dus  n  is  now  proposed  to  be  continued.  And  it  haa 
already  been  judidally  decided  that  Congress  having 
establuhed  a  bank  for  uiese  purposes,  the  constitution  m 
the  United  Statea  prohibits  the  States  from  taxing  it.  Ob- 
serve, sir,  it  is  the  constitution,  not  the  law,  which  Uyt 
this  prohibition  on  the  States.  The  charter  of  the  bank 
does  not  declare  that  the  States  shall  not  tax  it  It  says 
not  one  word  on  that  subject.  The  restraint  is  imposed 
not  1^  Coufrea^  but  by  a  hig^  authority,  the  constitution. 
Now,  air,  fade  bow  we  can  relieve  the  States  from  tlus 
constitutional  prohibition.  It  is  true  that  tMs  prohibition 
is  not  imposed  in  express  terms;  but  it  results  from  the 
general  proviriona  of  the  constitution,  mkI  has  been  judi- 
cially decided  to  enst  in  fiill  force.  This  is  a  protection, 
then,  which  tiie  constitution  of  the  Umted  States,  by  its 
own  force,  holds  over  thu  instrument,  which  Congress 
has  deemed  necessary  to  be  created,ii)  order  to  carry  on 
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th*  GoTemment,  ao  mmm  as  Con^^resi,  excnmng  its  oim 
judg;nient,  lits  chown  to  create  iL  Can  m  throw  ofT, 
from  thii  GoTernment,  this  conatitutional  protectkm?  I 
think  it  clear  we  cannot.  We  cannot  repeal  the  eonxtitu- 
tion.  We  cannot  lay  that  every  power^  every  branch, 
every  institution,  and  every  law  of  thu  Government, 
ahall  not  have  all  the  force,  aU  the  lanction.  Mid  all 
the  protection,  which  the  constitution  Kivea  it.  By  the 
eooatitution,  evaiy  htw  of  Cfmgreas  ii  finally  to  be  conai- 
dered^and  ita  oonitnictiai  ultinwtelyaettled  by  the  Su- 

Erenie  Court  of  the  Unit^  States.  .  Theae  very  acta, 
efore  referred  to,  taxing  the  banks,  were  held  valid  by 
more  or  fewer  of  the  Btatea'  judicaturei^  hut  were  finally 
pronounced  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Statest  and  thia,  not  by  force  of  any  words  in  the 
charter,  but  by  force  of  the  conaUtution  itself  I  ask 
whether  it  la  competent  for  us  to  reverse  this  provision  of 
the  constitution,  and  to  say  that  the  laws  of  Congress 
Mhall  receive  their  ultimate  ctmatruetion  from  the  Slate 
courts.  Again:  the  constitution  gives  Congress  a  right 
to  lay  duties  of  impost%  and  it  prohibits  the  exercise  of 
any  auch  power  by  the  States.  Now,  it  so  happens  that 
the  national  treasury  Is  full,  and  the  State  treasuries  arc  far 
less  so.  It  ra^t  be  thought  very  convenient  that  a  part 
of  the  receipuat  the  custom-houses  sliould  be  received  by 
the  SUtes.  But  will  any  man  say  that  Congress  could 
now  authorize  the  States  to  lay  and  collect  imposts  under 
any  restrictions  or  limitations  whatever?  No  one  wiU  pre* 
tend  it.  That  would  be  to  make  a  new  partition  of  power 
between  tliis  Government  and  the  State  Governments. 
Mr.  Madison  has  vety  c(HTectly  observed,  that  the  assent 
of  the  States  cannot  confer  a  new  power  on  Congress,  ex- 
cept in  tboae  caaeaespeually  provided  in  the  constitution. 
This  is  very  truet  and  it  is  equally  tnie  that  the  States  can- 
not obtain  a  new  power,  by  the  ctmsent  of  Congress, 
against  the  prohibition  of  the  constitution,  except  in  those 
cases  which  are' expressly  so  prorided  for  io  Uie  constitu- 
tion itself. 

These  reaaons,  sir,  lead  me  to  think  that  if,  for  pur- 
poses connected  witli  the  beneficial  administration  of  the 
Government,  we  deem  it  necessary  to  continue  this  cor- 
poration, we  are  not  at  liberty  to  repeal  any  protection, 
or  any  immunity,  with  which  the  constitution  surrounds 
it..  We  cannot  f^ive  to  a  kw  of  the  United  States  less 
than  its  constitutional  effect.  The  constitution  says  that 
every  such  law,  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution, 
shall  be  paramount  to  any  State  law.  We  cannot  enact 
that  it  shall  not  be  ao:  for  that  would  be  to  repMl,  so  far, 
the  constitution. 

Allow  me  now,  Mr.  Ft-eaident,  to  inquire  on  what 
n-ound  it  is  thst  the  Slates  claim  tills  power  of  taxation. 
They  do  not  claim  it  as  a  powM>  to  tax  all  pn^erly  of 
their  own  citizens.  Hiis  titey  possess,  without  denial  or 
doubt  Every  stockhi^der  in  tlie  bank  is  liable  to  be 
taxed  for  his  property  therein,  by  the  State  of  which  he 
is  a  citizen.  This  right  Is  exercised,  I  believe,  by  all  the 
States  which  lay  taxes  on  money  at  interest,  income,  and 
othersubjectsof  that  kind.  It  is,  then,  not  that  they  may  be 
authtHized  to  tax  the  property  of  their  own  citizensi  nor 
ia  it  because  any  Stale  does  not  participate  in  the  i^van- 
tage  of  the  premium  or  bonus  paid  by  ^e  bank  to 
Government  for  tlie  charter.  I'lmt  sum  goes  into  the 
treasury  for  the  general  good  of  all. 

Nor  can  the  clium  be  sustained,  nor  indeed  la  it  asserted, 
on  the  strength  of  the  mere  circumstance  that  a  branch 
or  an  office  is  established  in  a  State.  Sucli  office  or 
branch  is  but  an  agency.  It  is  no  body  politic  or  corpo- 
rate. It  has  no  legal  existence  of  itself.  It  is  but  an  agent 
of  the  general  corporation.  That  these  agents  have  their 
rcHdence  or  place  of  bu«ness  in  a  particular  State,  is  not 
of  itself  the  foundation  of  any  clum.  But,  according  to 
the  language  of  the  amendment,  the  ground  of  thia  cEum 
to  tax  ts  tvidently  the  lotna  and  issues)  and  these  loans 


and  issues,  properly  speaking,  are  the  losDS  ssd  diseoasHi 
of  the  bank.    The  office,  as  an  agent,  eondocts  tbe■^ 
rangementa,  it  ia  tniet  but  the  notes  wUch  are  isnied  m 
notes  1^  the  bank,  and  the  debts  crented  ace  debts  due  to 
thj  bank.    The  cireulation  is  the  circulation  of  the  buik. 
Now  the  truth  is,  what  the  Statea  chum,  or  what  this 
amendment  proposes  to  give  theDi,-ia,  a  ri(^  to  tax  ibe 
circulatitm  M  the  bank.   It  is  on  this  right  that  the 
mentrests.   The  conunonwayof  slatiif  iti% Ihs^ naee 
State  banks  pay  a  tax  to  the  State,  these  bnndi  buk^ 
coming  among  tbcm,  ou|^t  to  pay  a  mnilar  tax.  But 
the  State  banb  pay  the  tax  to  the  State  for  ^  prink^of 
orculationt  and  Uie  propootion  is,  therefi>re,  naOier 
more  nor  less  than  that  the  Urutcd  Stated  Bank  aball  jay 
the  States  for  the  sante  [Hivilege.    The  circuktioB  of  wt 
bilk  is  the  substance.    Tlie  locality  of  the  offiee  n  bntaa 
incident.    An  office  is  created,  fen-  exam|^,  on  Coiwecfi- 
cut  river,  other  in  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Coenecticul, 
or  New  Uampsbire.    The  notes  of  the  hank  are  kanedtf 
tliia  office,  and  put  into  cireulation  in  all  tliese  States.  No* 
no  one  inll  say  that  the  State  where  the  office  bsppen*  to 
be  placed,  should  have  a  rielit  to  ky  this  tax,  am  the 
other  States  have  no  such  right    This  would  be  a  merely 
arbitrary  distinction.    It  would  be  founded  on  no  real « 
substantial  diifefence,  and  no  man  could  seriously  cob. 
tend  for  it,  as  it  seems  to  me.    Under  this  very  smei^ 
ment,  Penmylvank  would  be  authcoized  to  eotlect  a  ln|e 
tax,  and  New  Jersey  no  tax  at  all,  altbouKb  the  State  ca- 
culation  of  New  Jersey  is  as  much  infringed  anddimirudied 
as  that  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  circuUtion  <rf'  the  Bank  oT 
the  United  Statea.    The  States  which  have  the  benefit  of 
branches,  (if  it  be  a  benefit,)  are  to  have  the  fiirtber  ad- 
vantage of  taxation,  while  other  States  are  to  have  neitbcr 
the  one  nor  the  other.   Founding  the  ckiffl  on  the  Sate 
right  to  derive  benefit  from  the  paper  circuktion  wtpcb 
eusts  witlun  it,  the  advocates  of  the  ckim  are  clearly  not 
conristent  with  themselves  when  they  maintain  a  meaauit 
which  professes  to  protect  that  right  in  some  Statei,  and 
to  leave  it  unprotected  in  otliers. 

But  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of  this  amendiDeat 
is  not  tlie  (^ly,  nor  the  main,  objection  to  it.  It  proceedi 
on  a  principle  not  to  be  admitted.  It  asserts,  or  it  tMktt 
for  granted,  that  the  power  of  authorixingandn^ulttiof 
the  paper  currency  of  the  country  is  an  exchiaire  Stale 
right.  The  ground  assumed  can  be  no  less  broad  tbia 
this:  because  Ae  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  liavii^the 
grant  of  a  power  from  Congress  to  issue  notes  for  cireut 
tion,  its  right  is  perfect,  if  Congress  could  make 
grant.  It  owes  nothing  to  the  States,  if  Congress  could 
fpve  what  it  has  undertaken  to  give;  that  is  to  say,  if  Cos- 
gresa,  of  its' own  audiority,  tiay_  confer  a  rig^t  to  'vait 
paper  for  circulation.  Now,  sir,  whosoever  denies  tlut 
rif^t  in  Congress,  denies,  of  course,  its  pon-cr  to  create 
such  a  bank  as  now  existo;  at  least,  so  it  strikes  me.  1^ 
Bank  of  ttie  Umted  States  is  quite  unconstitutional, 
whole  paper  circuUtion  belongs  to  the  States;  becsufc 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  bank  of  circulatioi^ 
and  was  so  intended  to  be  by  Congress,  which  expreiily 
authorized  the  circulation  of  notes  and  bilb.  The  po*rr 
of  issuing  notes  for  circulation  is  not  an  indispensable  ingre- 
dient in  the  constitution  of  a  bank  merely  as  a  bant 
The  earlier  hanks  did  not  possess  It,  and  many  good  onn 
have  existed  without  it  A  bank  with  no  "u^P^ 
might  yet  very  well  collect  the  public  rc-vcnue,  (pmriped 
there  was  a  proper  medium  in  which  it  could  be  pait^) 
could  tolerably  well  remit  tlie  revenue  to  the  ircaau^ 
and  could  deal  usefully,  to  some  extent,  in  the  businet**" 
exchange. 

On  wnat  ground  is  it,  then,  that  Congress  posseaow 
power  not  only  to  create  a  bank,  but  a  bank  of  cirw"- 
tion  >  Shnpty,  as  I  suppose^  because  Congress  poatetfc* 
a  constitutional  coiilru  over  the  currenqy  » the  ewnf'Jt 
and  has  power  to  provide  a  ssfe  medium  of  circuIatioDi** 
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well  for  other  purpoMS  u  the  collection  of  iu  own 
debtaand  nvauie.  The  bank,  therefore,  ab«adypoi- 
tenea  uneonalitutional  power,  if  the  paper  circulation  he 
the  subject,  exclurivelv,  of  State  right  or  State  reguhtion. 
Indeed,  nr,  it  is  not  a  little  startling  that  such  excliuife 
right  ^ould  now  be  asserted.  I  observed,  tiie  other  day, 
that,  in  mv  opinion,  it  was  verr  lUfficult  to  muntain,  on 
the  face  of  the  constitution  itself,  and  independent  of  lonjf 
continued  practice,  the  doctrine  that  the  States  could  au- 
thoriie  the  oircuUtioh  oi  baiA  P^wr  at  all.  'I'hej  can- 
not coin  mooey;  ean  they  then  own  that  whidi  becomes 
the  actual  andabnoet  the  unirersal  substitute  fbr  money? 
b  not  the  right  o€  issoing  paper,  intended  tm  <»rculation, 
in  the  place  and  as  the  repreMntlative  of  metallic  cor- 
rener,  derired  merely  from  the  power  of  coining  and 
reguiatinjf  that  metallic  currency'  As  bringing  this  mat- 
ter to  a  just  test,  let  roe  ask  whether  Congresi^  if  it  had 
not  the  power  of  coining  money,  and  of  regulating  the 
nlue  of  foreign  coins,  could  create  a  bank,  with  the 
power  to  circulate  biUs.  For  coe,  I  think  it  would  be 
oiffienltto  make  that  out  Where,  tiien,  do  the  States, 
to  whom  all  control  over  tlie  metallic  currency  is  alto* 
getber  proUtntcd,  get  tlus  power?  It  is  true  that,  in 
other  countries,  private  bankers,  having  no  legal  authority 
over  the  can,  issue  notes  for  circulation.  But  this  they 
do  always  with  the  consent  of  Government,  expressed 
impUedf  and  Government  restrains  and  regulates  all  their 
operations  at  ita  pleasure.  It  would  be.  a  startling  prop»- 
wtion,  in  any  other  part  of  tha  worii^  that  the  prerogatne 
of  coffung  mon^,  neld  hf  Government,  was  liable  to  be 
defeated,  counteracted,  or  impeded,  by  another  prert^- 
tive,  heldin  other  hands,  of  authoriung  a  paper  CH«ulation. 

It  ia  further  to  be  observed,  that  the  States  cannot  issue 
bills  of  credit)  not  that  they  cannot  make  them  a  leoal 
tender,  but  that  ther  cannot  issue  tbcm  at  all.  Is  not  thia 
m  clear  indicatitm  of  the  intent  of  the  constitution  to  re- 
atrain  the  States  as  well  from  eatabluriiing  a  paper  circu- 
lafion,asfiom  iot^eriiw  with  the  metjdlic  circulation? 
Banks  have  been  created  by  States  with  no  capital  what- 
ever; th«r  notes  beine  put  into  drculatton  simply  on  the 
credit  of  the  State  or  ^e  State  law.  What  are  the  issues 
of  such  banks  but  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  State? 

I  confeu,  Mr.  President,  that  the  more  I  reflect  an  this 
subject,  the  more  dearly  does  my  mind  ajmroacb  the  con- 
cluwHi  that  the  creatim  of  State  banks,  for  the  puipose, 
sukd  with  the  power  of  circulating  paper,  is  not  connatent 
vrith  the  gr^ntsand  prdiibitioos  of  the  constitution.  But, 
nr,  tills  is  not  now  the  question.  The  question  ia  not 
whether  the  States  have  the  exclusive  power;  it  is, 
whether  they  alone  have  the  power.  Hav  they  rightfully 
exclude  the  United  States  from  all  ioterierence  with  the 
paper  currency?  Are  we  interlc^ers,  when  we  create  a 
bank  of  circulation^  Do  we  owe  them  a  seignorage  for 
the  circulation  pf  biUa,  by  a  corporation  crested  by  Con- 
g^ress?  Up  to  the  present  time,  the  States  have  been 
content  with  a  concurrent  power.  They  have  indeed 
controlled  vastly  the  larger  portion  of  the  drculationi  but 
they  have  not  cuimed  exdusive  authority  over  the  whole. 
They  have  demanded  no  tax  or  tribute  from  a  bank  issuing 
paper  under  the  authority  of  Con^ss.  Nor  do  1  know 
that  any  State  or  States  now  insist  upon  it.  It  may  be 
^t  individual  Sutes  have  put  forth  such  claims,  in  their 
legislative  capadtrt  bnt,  at  presmt,  I  j«coileet  noinrtance. 
The  amendment,  iwwever,  whichianowprapOaed,a)«erts 
the  dum,  and  I  cannot  consent  to  yield  to  it.  We  seem 
to  be  making  the  last  struggle  for  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  interfere  at  all  witli  the  actual  currency  of  the 
country.  I  shall  never  agree  to  surrender  that  authority; 
I  would  as  soon  yield  the  coinage  power  itaelfi  nor  do  1 
think  there  woun  be  much  greater  danger,  nor  ft  much 
cikarer  departure  from  eoostibllioMl  principle,  in  con- 
■entiiiir  ^  Mwh  aiuicwkr,  than  in  ncqiueKing  ht  vlwt  is 
now  pn^peed. 


Mr.  MOORK  said,  I  regret  extremely,  nr,  the  protracted 
discusnon  to  which  this  wopositioa  us-pven  risei  and, 
sir,  1  regret  it  none  ^ht  usa  on  account  of  the  aeemiiw 
neceau^  which  it  has  devolved  on  me  to  timnr  myaeu 
uixKi  the  indu^nce  of  the  Senate,  whilst  I  attempt,  in  ft 
brief  manner,  to  support  it. 

As  ftr  as  this  amendment  lias  received  opposition  upon 
constitutional  principles,  I  may  be  penmtted  to  congratu* 
late  myself  that  it  has  &)len  to  the  lot  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.TAiswiLL,]  than  whom  none 
ia  better  qualified  forUie  taak,  of  placing  this  matter  upon 
its  true  ground,  and  of  removinr  every  diffienlly  and 
objection  that  has  been  urged  on  Ims  leorei  this  faaabeen 
done  most  ably  and  effectually,  and  I  tUnk  I  may  add  to 
Uit  satisfaction  of  alL 

But,  Hir,  I  think  I  have  just  reason  to  ctnnplain  that 
great  injustice  has  been  done  me,  and  the  amendment  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  propose,  by  ^ntlemen  in  the  oppo- 
sition applying  ailments  and  obiections  as  if  to  meet 
feature  Mid  piindple  net  eontmed  in  the  amendment. 

Sir,  it  cannot  be  disguised  tint  the  main  opporition  ta 
this  propmition  luabeen  predicated  upon  uie  assumed 
fact,  Aat,  if  sueceasfiil,  it  would  recognise  the  right  in  the 
States  to  impose  taxation  "  ad  lUnttm,"  or  to  an  amount 
which  would  exclude  or.expel  these  institutions  from  the 
countrv.  This  is  not  my  objecti  the  amendment  cont&in* 
no  such  feature,  and  is  dinojuous  to  no  such  objections. 
It  expreiriy  providea  that  the  tax  shall  be  such  as  is  im> 
posed  upon  other  banks  or  upon  other  property  owned  by 
citizens  of  the  Statet  but  if  the  phraseology  be  objec- 
tionable, amend  it,  make  it  a  reasonable  tax.  or  establish 
any  other  proper  rate  of  taxation  of  which  the  subject  is 
susceptible;  but  let  not  gentlemen  intimate  that  the 
object  is,  or  that  the  effect  will  be,  to  produce  expuUon. 

I  cannot  believe,  Mr.  Fre^dent,  the  effect  of  the  modi- 
ficatioo  would  be  to  pr^udico  tiie  inalitution.  I  have 
been  actuated  by  no  such  viewa  in  bringing  it  flvwardt 
but  1  do  sincerely  believe  it  right  and  just,  and  that  inth 
it  the  institation  will  be  more  popular,  and,  if  the  modifi- 
cation is  adopted,  that  the  citizens  will  invite  the  location 
of  its  brancnes  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Sir,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  a  portion  of  them 
have  already  done  sot  for  as  well  as  my  memory  serves 
me,  in  the  memtxial  which  I  had  the  hontw  of  presentinr 
frtm  the  citisens  of  li(rt>ile,  aaking  the  rechartering  m 
thia  institutioi),  it  ii  solidted  upon  these  terms.  But  the 
honorable  Senators  from  Maaiachusetts  and  Penm^vania 
[Messrs.  Wbbstbh  and  Daulas]  adcwith  neatempba^ 
what  does  this  amendment  propose  to  tax)  whetijer  the 
banking  bouse,  the  office  of  discount  and  ileposite,  &e. 

I  answer,  sir,  that  it  proposes  to  tax  the  very  subject- 
matter  in  relation  to  tiiis  institution,  which  is  constitution- 
ally a  proper  subject  for  taxation. 

Gentlemen  may  call  it  a  franchise,  a  faculty,  an  immuid- 
ty,  a  hanking  privily,  or  by  any  other  name  th^  may 
be  pleased  to  give  it;  we  care  not)  but  they  ol»ect  to  this 
tax,  because  it  is  upon  the  loans  and  issaesoi  tbebank. 
Let  them  point  out  a  better  mode  of  getting  at  the  object; 
itia  well  known  that  these  branches  have  no  actual  capital; 
but  it  is  equally  well  known  that  they  are  authorized  to 
carry  on  banking  operations  upon  a  nominal  capital.  By 
the  State  laws,  otiier  bank  cajrftal  is  taxed,  and  private 
mon^ed  capitad  of  an  individual  is  taxed  at  intetcat;  and, 
sir,  lean  aee  no  solid  objection  to  the  taxiiwf^  tMa  bank- 
ing operation^  and  inthis  vay.  But  it  b  alleged  that  "it 
it  not  a  sid)iect  of  taxation  by  the  laws  the  State, 
because  it  b  lorelgn  capital."  Now,  air,  is  thia  ao;  is  this 
tenable? 

With  due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  other  gentlemen, 
I  must  hr  permitted  to  say  tiiat  I  view  the  power  of  taxa- 
tion as  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  State  sovereignty, 
and  that  the  State  poaaeeses  this  power  in  the  moat  unh- 
imtfd  extent  over  all  object*  or  subjectt  (^property 
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witbiti  its  jufudictioD.  Sir,  I  can  not  wbetber  tbe  pto- 
pertT  beloMi  to  \  foreiriier  or  a  cHUen,  provided  it  be 
vitlun  the  juriK&rtion  itf  the  State,  and  receives  pratec- 
tioafroaiherlawaf  thia  drcoiMtonce  comtitiitea  the  li^t 
of  tasatioB* 

The  State  of  Alabama  impoaea  a  tax  upon  fona^n 
■Krehandiae*  thdr  own  bank  Mock,  tbe  mouef  of  their 
own  alisena  placed  at  intereatf  race  tuifi^  race  horaea, 
pleaaurable  carriam,  he ,  tbeae  are  con^dered  aa  die 
moat  legHimate  objccta  of  taxation,  becaiue  the  tax  ia 
nther  pud  hj  the  wcahhf .  who  are  nwat  able  to  bear  it, 
or  it  ia  pud  nr  property,  which  ia  moat  profitable  to  the 
owneia  Bnt  we  are  eompelled  to  go  fitrther,  and  extend 
the  tax  to  other  objecta,  realcatate)  d*TCa^amaa*a«ddlc 
hotae,  hia  cattle,  hia  bmily  clock  in  hiabouae,  bia  time- 
piece in  hia  pocket;  nay,  lir,  a  poor  man  who  owntnot  aac 
cent  of  proper^,  and  maj  have  a  lai^  fanaly  to  auppott, 
ia  reqiured  to  parapcUtaxi  yea,  air,  he  muat  p^  for  bis 
acali>,  and  upon  the  principle  that  lua  peraonal  ri^ta  and 
prtvilefca  are  protected  by  the  hws  of  the  State  which 
BMkci  tUadenuid  upon  him. 

I  hare  nid  that  foreign  roerchandiae,  introduced  from 
New  York  or  elsewhere,  was  to  vir  State  aubject  to  taxa- 
tion; and  why  aboiUd  not  moneyed  ca|ntal,  brourht  from 
Kurope  or  euewhere,  be  alao  subject  to  taxaidon  r  Why 
■hould  the  individual  who  brings  diia  capital  among  us 
eiyojr  exemption  from  liability  to  taxation.'  Tlua  capital 
ia  more  acbvely  and  profitably  employed.  Banken  dn^ 
thoiiMnda  of  dtdlara  nom  die  pockets  of  our  feUow-citi- 
xenai  their  ri^ta  are  cqnallr  pnrtectedt  the  laws  afford 
tb«D  all  tbe  necesmty  ficilities  in  carrying  on  thnr  bank- 
ing werationa,  in  tiie  coUeetlon  of  their  cwbta,  &c.  And 
WMt  la  more,  ^  their  rights  are  invaded,  tfaev  will  be  de- 
fended by  the  aUzena  of  tbe  State,  and  mainly  by  tbeae 
very  poor  men,  too,  wlio  pay  a  poU  tax,  .many  of  whom 
have  no  prtmer^  to  protect  and  defqfid,  while  they,  with 
their  lives,  aefend  and  protect  millions  for  bankers.  For 
my  part,  1  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  legitimate  subject 
of  taxatioa  ^anbank  atoek.  For  the  reasons  1  have  alrody 
intimated,  the  tax  is  raid  by  those  meat  able  to  bear  it, 
and  upon  property  which  ^elda  immense  profita  to  the 
ownera. 

But  tbe  propriety  of  this  tax  is  objected  to,  agMn,  on 
the  ground  that  the  corporation  haa  already  given  to  tbe 
General  Government  a  sufficient  equivalent  for  all  the 
privilege^  immunities  Stc.  in  the  bonua  provided  for  in 
tbia  amended  charter)  and  to  permit  the  States  to  impose 
a  further  tax,  would  be  too  burdensome  and  improper.  Ice. 
Now,  rir,  is  this  so?  Are  we  not  bound  to  view  dus  bonus 
aa  in  con^deration  for  tbe  franchise,  immunitiea,  and  the 
deposites  the  General  Government  affbrd  this  institution 
aa  a  corporate  body,  unconnected  with  tlie  privileges  it 
may  enjoy  by  the  location  of  its  branches  in  the  States, 
under  State  autberity?  Can  U  be  presumed  that  a  State 
would  yield  ita  r^^t  of  taxation,  a»  regards  its  bianohes, 
for  the  inootisiderable  amount  of  interest  it  may  have  in 
the  bonus?  Of  what  value  will  the  .proportion  of  this  one 
and  a  half  million  of  dollars^  towhich  the  State  of  Alabama 
may  he  entided,  be  to  that  State?  It  will  not  be  the 
means  of  reducing  the  high  taxes  and  heavy  burdens 
which  are  preadnrao  oppresrirely  upon  our  citizens.  Vot 
rir,  this  bonus  will  be  taken  from' the  general  coffers,  and 
^iprepriated  to  purpeaes  of  internal  improvement,  the 
OTcetion  of  breakwatersi  lii^itbouses,  cuiala,  subscrip- 
tiOD  to  stock  ui  the  Baltimore  and  Oluo  Rtilroad  Company, 
lio.|  for,  air,  it  was  whh  aome  difficulty  thatan  attempt  to 
obtain  one  milBon  from  the  treasury  for  this  project  was 
■uccesdiilly  resisted  the  other  day-  Sir,  experience  as- 
sures us  tliese  are  the  purposes  to  whiclt  this  one  and  a 
half  million  of  dollars  will  be  appropriated,  unless,  indeed, 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Spbaoos]  shall  succeed,  which  provides  that  tbe 
bonus  shall  be  dhrided  amo^  the  aercrsJ  States  accaeding 


to  their  respective  repreaeoAation  m  CeogicsL  And,  er, 
although  Ido  notdunk  thia  woidddojualice  toihe  8We 
of  Alabama,  yet  1  beKeve,  as  •  dislmeti^  sabttaifiK 
pwyowtion,  1  would  support  it  in  prcferenee  to  tbe  orM- 
nal  i^ani  biit,  sir,  I  cannot  vote  for  it  aa  a  aubatitnte  nr 
the  pfopioaifioni  bavehadthebonortooidnniL 

Whatever,  ar,  ma;y  be  the  final  fote  of  tUsamendisert, 
whether  it  AM  receive  the  fovorable  touaidtTrtion  of  the 
Senate  ornot,  I  riiall  have  die  conaolatiaii  to  knovlbm, 
in  proposing  it,  diadMrged  a  waiemn  Aatf  to  my  comtitv 
enti^  and  wiU  only  roicat  what  I  lun«  befioe  iiMiBalcil, 
^at  in  relatioa  to  it  I  Mve  not  been  mSuenoed  £«■ 
view  to  cmbarram  the  hwlitntion,  hot  diati  have  preom- 
ed  it  would  finally  be  promotive  of  its  best  inteteat  isd 
prosperity,  at  the  aame  time  it  guarded  the  mend  sad 
coostitutiooal  tMkta  of  dw  soveretgn  States. 

The  Seoste  adjoamed. 


TciaDAT,  Mat  39. 
BALTIMOBE  AND  OHIO  &AILBOAD. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  that  dm  Senate  proeeed  to  1h 
coninderation  of  the  bill  authorising  a  subseription  to  tbe 
stock  of  tbe  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 

Mr.  MILLER  mid  he  had  viewed  tbe  vote  by  which 
the  Senate  a  few  days  ago  had  refused  to  tahenp  thit  biH, 
aa  indicating  a  determination  r»ot  to  go  any  fortber  intn 
these  expenditures  for  intemal  improvementa.  Re  no* 
aaked  for  dke  yeas  and  nayst  and  he  belied  the  deciMi 
of  tbe  qucatioo  now  voald  determine  whether  Ae  Senle 
mteoded  to  take  up  tbe  bifl  thia  aemion  w  not  Ifit 
^ould  be  taken  up,  he  should  eonaider  it  as  a  refottliot 
of  the  charge  that  the  adnunistratitm  were  cBspoKd  to 
cut  down  wasteful  ezpenditurea  for  intemal  improvemeiiti. 

Mr.  SMITH  rcnunded  the  Senate  that  this  wuno^ 
of  money,  but  an  appropriation  for  a  profitable  inveitiieBt 
of  stock. 

The  question  wastfaen taken  oa  the  motion  tocoowicr 
the  bill,  and  was  dedded  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Memrs.  Chambers^  CUy,  Clayton,  Dalk^  Br 
ing.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Eiiw,  Naudain,  Poindezter,  Rab- 
bins, RuRglce,  S^moor,  Simee,  Smith,  Tipton,  Wifp* 
man,  Wubna. — 18. 

NATS. — Measrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Dickenoo, 
Dudley,  Bllia,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grund;. 
Bayne,  Hill,  Kane,  Knight,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller, 
Moore,  Bobinani,  Spngue,  Tacewell,  Tomlinaon,  White- 
—23. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  conwder  die  bill  *p- 
pmnting  a  commissioner  of  Indian  affurs,  and  for  otbrr 
purposes. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  a  brief  explanation  of  tbe  cooiiw" 
of  the  Indian  office,  to  show  the  necessity  which  eii*™ 
for  the  appdntment  of  this  officer.  He  stated  thit  the 
amount  whidi  had  been  distributed  Isst  year  fl«B  ^ 
office  waa  net  lesathan  a  Hellion  of  dtdhrst  that  Ae  In- 
dian Department  eonristed  of  a  auperintendent,  twenty 
agents,  and  ddr^-six  subagenta^  that  the  number  of  I"' 
dians  with  whom  the  Government  had  some  buiineH  ta 
transact,  was  313, 130;  that  the  hcensea  which  were  gtinl- 
ed  in  1838,  were  eighty-eight,  and  in  1930^  tune^-^^j 
that  the  nunMier  of  Indian  schooK  estabSshed  by 
or  otherwise,  was  fifty-fbur,  and  that  the  number,  Kcord- 
ing  to  the  last  statement,  of  treaties  eontunii^  sppropns- 
tions,  was  fifty-two,  and  some  had  been  negotiated  uiet- 
To  all  these  diff'erent  branches  the  personal  atlenticin  a 
the  SeeretaiT  of  War  is  now  required.  The  «^J"|^ 
therefore,  of  such  an  officer  asia  provided  by.thc  bill,  be 
deemed  to  be  indiapensAly  necesssry.  The  fii* 
of  the  bill  provided  for  tbe  appointment  of  the  «BKa^ 
leaving  the  smoon^  of  lus  salary  In  bhnk.  The  ■eco"' 
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leetion  prevented  the  introductien  of  wdent  spirits  among 
the  In^uui  and  tbere  wu  uiotber  tectim,  widch  lutho- 
lixed  tiie  dimuaad  of  such  interpreters  ai^  ntecbanicB  a« 
were  no  longer  necessary,  and  Oie  discontinuance  of 
l^nta  and  sabagents. 

He  moved  to  fill  tfce  blank  in  the  6rst  section  with 
*<  three  thousand  doUarsf*'  and  tiie  motion  was  agreed  to— 
yeas  16,na;s  11. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  athird  time. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  modify  and  cootinae  the  act  to  incor^ 
poratethe  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  BUtes. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  FomsT-rH 
to  amend  the  uunament  offered  by  Mr.  Hooai,  by 
atriking  out  so  much  as  requires  the  assent  of  the  States 
to  the  estaUiafameiit  of  btanchei  within  their  fimiti,  and 
inserting  such  words  as  would  complete  the  stfnse  of  the 
residue  of  the  amendment 

After  sooieobserrations from  Mr.  BIVING,  Mr.  SMITH 
demanded  a  divinon  of  the  amendment,  so  that  the  ques- 
tion might  be  first  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  HOLMES,  Mr.  BUCK- 
NEB,  and  Mr.  DALLAS,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
ordered,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  questimi  was  put 
Ml  the  motion  to  atriko  out,  and  decided  as  foUows: 

TEAS.— Heasn.  Bell,  Buekner,  Chambers,  Cby.  Chy- 
ton,  Dallaa,  DickerKiti,  Ewing,  Foo^  F<wqrth,  Freling- 
huysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudaio,  Pmndexter, 
Frentits,  Robbing  BiAinioa,  Ro^es,  Seymour,  SOibee, 
Smith,  Sptague,  TonCnion,  Wagganwn,  Webster,  Wil- 
kins. — ^38. 

NATS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  |Une,  Kii^,  Mangum, 
Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Taaawell,  Tipton,  Wlute— 18. 

The  rendue  of  Mr.  FoMm's  amendment,  b«ng  the 
insertion  of  three  or  four  words  to  render  die  sense  of  the 
amendment  complete,  was  agreed  to. 

The  qucBtioB  wai  then  put  on  the  residue  of  the  amend- 
mentt  wtiich  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  tiien  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  atriluw  out  the  provision  giving  the  authority  to  tax 
the  branches^  and  subttitutiog  aprovidon  thi^the  bonus 
to  be  pud  by  the  bank  to  the  United  Statea  Shan  be  di- 
vided among  the  aerenl  States,  in  proportion  to  their  po- 
pulation. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  made  some  observations  at  length, 
in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Tasbwsll.  After  he 
had  concluded, 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  inquired  if  he  had  understood  the 
Senator  ftom  Massachusetts  correctiy,  as  entertaining 
doubts  of  the  power  of  the  States  to  create  State  banks. 

Mr.  W3KBSTER  replied  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  ques- 
tion a  power  which  had  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  differ- 
ent branchef  of  the  Federal  Govetnment  fiw  tiiese  forty 
years.  But  if  the  question  bad  been  originally  pot  to  him 
befiire  Mch  acquiescence,  he  should  have  expressed  great 
doubts  on  tbe-sabject  He  then  referred  to  the  clauses 
of  the  constitution  which  prohibit  the  States  from  coining 
money,  and  reserve  to  the  United  States  the  exclusive 
power  of  regulatiw  the  currency,  and  making  issues  of 
gold  and  silver;  and  inferred,  that,  if  the  comtitotionthus 
eautioasly  excluded  the  States  tromisauing  a  metallic  cur^ 
rency,  it  never  intmded  that  they  dioutd  authorise  the 
issue  of  that  whidi  w  a  representative  of  the  metallic  cur- 
rency. The  States  had  been  indulged  with  the  power  of 
creating  banks  for  forty  years,  and  now  they  demanded  to 
make  that  power  exclusive,  and  to  tax  the  branches  of  the 
United  Stated  Bank  esUblished  in  their  liraila,  tat  the  pur- 
poae  of  catabn^g  a  uniform  cuireitcy. 

Mr.  FOB8TTH  asked  if  he  had  underrtood  the  Senator 
from  MiuMduMtti  aa  Mating  that  the  tftatea  hid  the  right 


to  tax  such  of  their  citizens  as  held  stock  in  the  United 
States'  Bank,  ni  account  of  that  stock. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  repli^  in  tiie  affirmative. 
Mr.  FORSYTH  replied  that  if  tiiat  was  the  case,  how 
was  ft  contended  that  tiie  eight  and  a  half  millions  of  stock 
held  by  foreigners  were  to  be  conudered  as  not  liable  to 
taxation^ 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  that,  by  the  comity  of  nations^ 
the  property  of  foreigners  was  held  free  from  taxation. 
Why  dia  we  not  tax  this  loans  of  the  Barings  to  the  Ohio 
canal,  or  the  Holland  loan  to  the  Chesapnke  uid  Ohio 
canal,  or  the  Fennsylvaina  loan?  tt  is  the  undentandhig 
between  nations  not  to  tax  private  property  in  peace,  or 
to  confiscate  it  in  war.  We  may  hold  stock  in  uie  funds 
of  Great  Britun,  but  we  are  not  liable  to  taxation  for  tiut 
stock. 

After  a  few  wrada  from  lb.  SPRAGUE,  in  explana- 
tion of  his  vicws^ 
Adjourned. 

WutirxsnAT,  Kit  30. 
The  Senate  dmosed  of  sundry  private  biUsi  and  thea 
spent  the  remunoer  of  the  d^r  m  ezecutivo  buriness. 


TauasnAT,  Mat  31. 

RAILROAD  IRON. 
The  bill  to  exempt  from  duty  imported  iron  actually 
laid  on  railroads  or  mefined  planes,  being  under  consider- 
ation, 

Mr.  SMITH  explained  the  object  of  the  bill:  it  was  to 
exempt  from  the  present  duty  oftwenty-five  per  cent,  bars 
of  iron  imported  for  the  use  of  railroada  and  inclined  planes, 
made  by  any  State  or  incorporated  company.  He  siig* 
gested  the  advantages  whicli  the  country  was  likely  to  de- 
rive from  railroadst  and  tha^  in  the  {moent  fuU  state  of 
the  treasury,  it  was  the  dutf  of  the  Government  to  extend 
to  them  every  possible  facility.  The  iron  for  the  carta 
and  carriages  was  nuoiufiictuKd  in  the  United  States;  and 
one  company  in  BaHimore  had,  last  year,  expended  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  die  purchase  of  iron.  He 
conndered  tlus  iron  as  a  raw  material,  whidi  could  not 
enter  into  competition  with  any  of  our  domestie  inanafkc- 
tiires. 

Mr.  DALLAS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  by  any  State  or  incorporated  company;"  and, 
also,  the  words  "on  anyauch  railroad  or  inclined  plane.** 
It  was  his  purpose  to  extend  the  proviwon  to  any  indivi- 
duab  who  may  nave  imported,  or  may  import,  iron  for  the 
use  of  a  railrcMid-  ile  had  presented  a  memorial  on  this 
subject,  presenting  a  case  of  that  Und,  which  he  desired 
to  embrace. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  objected  to  the  amendment  If  the 
Senate  were  about  to  go  beyimd  the  exemptions  allowed 
by  the  existing  tariff  £rw,  he  hoped  the  privilege  would 
not  be  extended  beyond  the  iron  imported  by  any  State 
or  incorporated  company.  Tbe  iron  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsvlvanm  was  imported  previous  to  189% 
before  the  duW  on  iron  was  imposed.  He  inquired  if  this 
iron  wasnged,  fimshed,  and  in  every  way  prepared  for 
a  railroad.  The  law  ought  to  be  made  to  operate  on  fu- 
ture cases  alone,  and  limited  to  States  and  incwporated 
eompaiues. 

Mr.  HATNE  moved  an  amen^sent,  providii^  that  tiie 
benefit  of  drawback  should  be  extended  to  an^  importer 
of  railroad  iron,  on  his  giving  bond  that,  within  three 
years,  it  should  be  laid  down,  or  Uie  duties  should  be  paid 
in  AiU. 

Mr.  CI^Y  stated  that  the  eff'ect  of  this  amendment 
would  be  to  destroy  the  security  of  the  Government.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  cases  like  that  to  which  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  looked,  in  bis  amendment,  would  be 
of  rare  occurrence.   Railroad  iron  would  rarely  be  im< 
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ported  yews  before  it  wu  required;  when,  in  a  fe  v  months, 
a  Rpply  could  idways  be  obtained  from  En^and.  But, 
ax  the  UrifF  ({ueition  would  KKm  come  up  w«  discuaaion 
before  the  Senate,  he  thoug^it  the  best  method  irould  be 
to  introduce  into  the  renenJ  bill  a  proriaon  to  exempt 
Iron  of  this  character,  if  it  was  thoa^t  right  to  ^zempt  it, 
from  the  full  diny.  He  tiierefbre  mored  to  1^  the  biU 
and  aaendBcnt  on  die  table,  and  to  print  the  UDeDdmenL 
The  iMtioM  were  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  WAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  precetUnp  orders  were 
then  postponed,  and  the  bill  to  reappropnate  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  former  appropriations  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HENDB1CK8  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  iosertuig 
an  npropriation  irftventjr  thousand  dollars^  to  becxpend- 
^OTthereBefofsodLDiendljr  Indians  as  mqr  pro- 
tection irithin  the  In^n  agencies  on  .the  Northwestern 
frontier.  He  stated  that  tUs  amendment  bad  the  sanction 
of  the  War  Department,  bring  regarded  by  the  Secretary 
as  a  necessary  appropriation. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  a  few  words  in  a  low  tone  of  roice. 
Orders,  be  stated,  either  had  been,  or  would  immediately 
be,  issued,  to  inTite  all  friendly  Indians  to  come  within  the 
agencies.  Such  as  (Ud  not  aecept  the  invitation,  and  were 
afterwards  found  io  the  woods  and  prairies,  woukl  be  treat- 
ed as  eneimes,  nnce  it  would  be  tmposnbletodiicriminate 
between  friends  and  enemies,  unless  they  should  come 
within  the  protection  of  the  ageiides. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  would  feel  obliged  to  the  Se- 
nator frCHn  Indiana  to  state  what  was  the  cause  of  the  pre- 
•ent  war. 

Mr.  UPTON  replied  that  the  In^aoa  in  that  quarter  of 
the  country  had  been  foralongtimedissatisfied.  Hebad 
been  much  among  them,  and,  duriog  a  Kmg  residence 
there,  had  repeatedly  heard  thdr  complaints.  In  1839, 
about  twenty  of  them  came  to  him,  and  complained  that 
the  white  men  encroached  on  their  lands,  and  ploughed 
up  thdr  cwnfields,  and  committed  other  depredations 
upon  tfaemi  and  thMe  complaints  were  repeated  last  year. 
He  attiUiuted  the  present  ^Acnltiet  to  the  inadequate 
proteotioa  wluch  had  been  pTen  to  them  bv  tiie  Gorem* 
ment  against  these  intmdera  who  interrupted  their  repose, 
and  interfered  with  their  exertions  to  raise  the  crops  ne- 
eesMTV  for  thdr  submtence.  The  Government  bad  dis- 
regarded tiieir  complaints,  suffered  them  to  be  nnposed 
upon  and  injured,  and  had  thus  produced  the  hostile  feel- 
ing which  now  exhibited  itself.  There  was  another  cause 
which  had  led  to  the  present  state  of  tUnn.  Tbeae  In- 
(Uaas  were  rtiU  in  the  habit  of  reeeinoy  Bntish  preients. 
There  wai  a  band  who  called  tiiemaelvea  the  British  band 
of  Sacs  and  Foxes.  It  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  they 
were  influenced  by  a  Power  on  the  other  ude  of  the  wa- 
ter. Unless,  however,  the(>OTemmentwouldsendamong 
these  Indians  peraons  unconnected  with  trade,  and  who 
would  not  be  gml^  of  acta  of  fraud  and  imporition,  the 
state  of  things  which  has  now  occurred,  will  occur  again 
and  agam.  ^itrj  evil  which  now  extubited  itself  liad 
grown  out  of  dimeulties  between  the  Int&n  agents^  the 
traden^  and  the  Indiantt  and  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  Government  had  permitted  the  white  people  to  en- 
croadi  on  their  grounds  and  break  up  their  cornfields. 

Mr.  KANE  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretarjr  of  War, 
stating  that  official  accounts  had  been  Uiis  morning  receiv- 
ed at  the  department  of  the  defeat  of  a  body  of  the  militia 
in  an  attack  made  by  the  Indians.  The  Governor  of  Itli- 
nms  had  called  out  3,000  additional  troopsf  and  it  was  re- 
ported that  there  would  be  great  difficult  in  procuring 
the  BuppUea.  These  In^ans^  it  was  sUted,  deceived  the 
commander  of  the  militia,  by  approaclung  him  under  a  flag 
of  truce.  The  letter  suggested  tlie  propriety  of  increas- 
ing the  appropriation  <^  150,000  doUan^  now  contuned 
in  the  bUi,  to  SDO^OOO. 


Mr.  BUCKNER  eoocarred  in  the  prapriehr  of  tk 
amendment  oScnA  by  the  Senator  Cram  ladunt,  bst 
thought  the  amount  insufficient.  He  conceived  the  ym- 
bility  of  all  the  Indians  translated  to  the  western  dwniaf 
the  Misrissippi,  being  obliged  to  throw  themselvei  opaa 
the  protectKU  of  the  Umted  States.  If  all  fiwnd^ 
Indmnswitiun  the  limiteof  the  ITi^ed  Slates  were  to  be 
recrived  under' the  protection  of  the  Govommen^  he  Mg. 
gested  that  they  mi{^  be  employed  mth  more  fftocBtf 
than  our  own  troops  against  the  hostile  Indians. 

He  stated  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  some  of  lbe% 
he  would  be  dispoaed  to  place  implicit  confidence  in  their 
attachment,  fidelity,  and  courage.  They  would  ifibrd  t 
better  protection  to  the  frontier,  than  an  eqosl  numba 
of  wlute  troops)  and  if  they  were  so  employed,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  aupf^y  tbem  wiUi  wcapom^  and  to  gire 
protection  to  their  wivca  and  frnriHes.  Hethoiii^itia. 
posuble  to  determine  how  long  tbeae  brut^licso^ 
last  As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  Indians  bad  ben 
successful  in  their  attack,  every  hostile  Indian  wMid  bat- 
ten to  join  with  them.  He  moved  to  itrtte  out  30^000^  aad 
insert  50,000  doUars. 

Mr.  UENDBICKS  accepted  the  amendment  as  a  aafi* 
fication  t^hia  motioo. 

Some  furtikerdiwusriontoQkplaceontheammuttobe 
appropriated!  when 

Mr.  FRELINGHUTSEN,  in  conequence  of  so  *ma- 
ti<m  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  reoonmiended  30.000 
for  this  object,  moved  to  strike  out  50,000,  and  inert 
30,000  dollars. 

The  motion  was  carried  in  tiie  affirmative. 

The  amendment*  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KANE  then  moved,  in  ctmfbrmity  with  the  sugp** 
tion  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Wer,  that  the  sua  of 
$150,000  for  die  expe^  of  defeintii^  the  iVoiiti«  be 
stricken  out,  and  fSWfOOO  inserted  in  its  room. 

The  amendment  wu  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  moved  to  amend  the  biU  bysddtnga 
section  appropriating  #500  to  defray  the  additional  ezpea- 
ses  of  one  of  the  omnmisstoners  to  Cb«en  Bay.  He  stottd 
that  General  Bkh  had  been  required,  after  his  retot 
from  Green  Bay,  toeorae  on  to  Washington,  and  tint  tin 
i^pronriation  was  to  cover  the  expenees  winch  be  badia- 
curred  during  that  journey.  He  bad  come  at  a  time 
^reat  indemen<7,  and  under  circumstances  of  pensod 
inconvenience,  «nd  while  in  a  state  of  impsired  beuib,  ud 
had  performed  his  services  fiuthfiiUy. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  tiie  allowance  for  this  jwrMT 
had  been  15  cents  per  imle,  and^  a  day,  and  Genenl 
Keh  duned  40  cents  a  mile,  and  #8  a  dif. 

The  motion  wm  n^ativcd. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insnting  a  chue 
providii^  that  any  balance  whieh  mMit  remain  of  tiw  ip- 
propriation  for  recording  patents,  nugut  be  mfiedforthe 
purpose  of  arranging  tiie  papers  in  the  State  Dqlaiiwelt 
which  were  in  a  state  of  mud)  confiwon. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  biU  was  then  r^orted  as  amendedi  and  die  Seoatt 
haviiqr  concurred  in  the  amendments,  the  lull  was  ordend 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES- 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Comnutteeof  theWholE. 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  modify  and  continue  tiKirt 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Ui^ 
States.  The  question  being  on  Mr.  SrxAsvi'a  uaew 
ment  to  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Mooaa,  tote 
effbct  that  the  bonus  to  be  psid  by  the  bndc  ''xxud  k 
distributed  among  the  several  States  according  to  me 
federal  numbers  of  their  population. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  a  few  words  in  frvor  of  tiie  aneiid- 
ment.  The  ptim^l^  be  said,  had  been  recomawndn 
by  tho  Prendnrt  of  the  Ui^d  Stiteib  in  one  of 
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Bkgttf  uid  waa  not  liable  to  the  objecticiit  that  had  been 
urged  against  a  distribution  of  nirplus  revenue. 

Mr.  MAItCV  called  for  a  division  of  the  tjiiestion,  so  as 
first  to  take  it  on  striking  outf  and  then  inquired  Uj  in  case 
the  amenilnient  should  be  stricken  out,  it  would  be  in  or- 
der to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  aiUutitute. 


The  CHAIR  having  stated  that  it  would,  a  division  of  of  this  system,  which  Bbould  not  be'  permitted  to  eziat. 


the  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the 
question^  which  were  ordered. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MOORE, 
Mr.  KANE  rose  to  expnaa  bia  viewa  with  rc^[ard  to  the 
anendment^  as  briefly  as  he  could,  for  he  was  sensible  that 
the  late  period  of  the  session  did  not  admit  of  much  argu- 
ment. He  waa  in  &vor  of  preserving  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama^  as  it  then  stood,  in  its  pre- 
cise  language  throughout,  because  the  corporation  and  its 
members  possessed  privileges,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  rights 
of  the  rest  of  mankind.  He  was  for  taxing  the  bank  ana  its 
branches  to  the  extent  of  its  loans  and  issues,  because  to 
that  extent  it  prevented  others  from  doing  a  similar  busi< 
ncM.  It  was  known  that  banking  was  an  original  right; 
every  man  had  the  right  to  bank  on  his  own  account;  and 
in  that  country  from  wheuce  banking  was  derived,  it  was 
not  only  an  origi^ial,  but  a  common  law  riglit.  It  would 
be  unjust  in  States  to  deprive  their  citizens  of  rights  in 
favor  of  a  few,  without  an  equivalent;  and  therefore,  when 
States  did  give  exclusive  pnvilegea^  they  made  those  to 
whom  they  were  granted  pay  for  them.  But  the  United 
States  claimed  the  ri^ht  to  grant  this  privilege.  If,  then, 
the  right  given  to  this  corporation  by  the  United  States 
be  an  exclusive  right.  It  waa  not  only  a  deprivation  of  the 
rightsof  individuals,  but  of  the  States,  to  grant  such  ex- 
clusive rights.  It  was  on  this  ground  that  be  was  in  &vor 
of  retaining  the  right  of  taxing  the  bank  and  its  branches 
to  the  extent  of  its  loans  and  ioues.  But  it  is  sud  this  has 
already  been  done.  The  bill  requires  a  bonus  of  $150,000 
annually  for  fifteen  years.  This  provision  was  arbitral^ ;  it 
could  not  be  ascertained  the  amount  of  benefit  that  would 
accrue  to  the  bank  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  and  there 
were  therefore  no  precise  data  by  which,  in  tlie  outset,  to 
■assess  the  just  amount  to  be  exacted.  A  bonus  for  exclu- 
save  privileges  was  the  offspring  of  necessity — the  expe- 
dient of  profligate  princes  of  arbitrary  Governments, 
exacted  nmpW  because  wanting  a  little  money,  and  there 
vere  those  who  were  willior  to  pve  it  - 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  made  a  Tew  remarks  in  reply  to  Hr. 
Kabs,  io  &vor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observed  that,  when  tlie  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  was  first  introduced,  there 
was  some  embarrassment.  Believing,  as  he  did,  that  the 
States  pQBsessed  the  power  of  taxing  the  branches  of  the 
bank  within  their  limits,  he  was  at  first  unwilling  to  con- 
cur in  an  amendment  that  seemed  to  express  a  doubt  as  to 
that  power.  He  concurred  with  the  gontlenmn  that  no 
legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress  could  either  add  to, 
or  take  from,  the  rif  hu  of  the  States.  He  regarded  the 
amendment  as  nothmg  more  or  leas  than  as  a  limitation 
in  the  charter,  which  will  prevent  any  diflUculty  between 
the  bank  and  the  State.  By  bwerting  the  provision,  the 
bank  would  be  left  no  pretext  for  resisting  the  right  of  the 
States  to  tax  its  branches.  It  had  been  said  that  this  tax 
might  he  made  ruinous,  and  drive  the  branches  from  the 
States)  but  tUs  ohjeetion  would  apply  as  well  to  any  other 
objecU  of  taxation— to  mercantile,  and  all  the  species  oT 
propertyliabletotaxation.  With  regard  to  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  he  was  opposed  to  itJoto  ctdo- 
He  regarded  it  as  a  principle  which,  when  once  introduc- 
ed, would  never  cease  to  operate  as  a  curse  on  the  coun- 
try. It  had  before  this  been  introduced  in  other  forms, 
and  strenuously  resisted;  it  would  again  he  attempted;  and 
he  would  undertake  to  say  that,  ifthis  amendment  pre- 
vailet^  it  would  be  only  the  conuneneement 
Vol.  VUL— 63 


Mr.  H.  entered  into  various  arguments  against  the  pro- 
posed substitute.  If  adopted,  gentlemen  would  see  its 
efiVcts  before  this  bill  passed;  it  would  then  become  the 
interest  of  those  in  favor  of  it  to  increase  the  bonu^ 
which  would  probably  be  fixed  at  $500,000  a  year,  instead 
of  $150^000.   He  should  oppose  the  corrupting  influence 


Af^er  some  remarks  from  Measn.  8PRAGUE  and 

CLAYTON, 

Mr.  MILLER  sud  he  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the 
amendment,  as  well  because  of  its  intrinsic  ments,  as  be- 
cause he  was  opposed  to  the  substitute  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Slaine.  He  regarded  thia  proposition  as 
a  universal  truth  that  there  no  species  of  property 
in  this  country  that  wu  not  Uable  to  taxation,  boui  by  tu 
Federal  and  State  Governments.  Tlie  Federal  Govern- 
ment had  the  right  to  tax  the  State  banks;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  States  had  a  right  to  tax  the  branches  tiX 
the  United  States'  Bank  within  their  respective  limits.  If 
it  be  contended  that  the  emanation  of  the  charter  from 
the  Federal  Government  protected  tiie  corporation  from 
taxation,  the  same  exemption  might,  with  u  much  reason, 
be  claimed  for  a  corporation,  for  a  ferry,  for  mercantile  bwi- 
ness,  or,  in  short,  for  any  property  owned  by  atizena  out 
of  the  State  imposing  the  tu.  With  regard  to  the  case 
of  HcCuUoh  and  the  Statfc  of  Maryland,  referred  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Delaware,  he  admitted  that  the  Supreme 
Court  had  decided  against  the  power  claimed  by  the  State. 
But  if  a  provision  of  diis  kind  were  introduced  in  the  bill, 
the  Supreme  Court  would  never  decide  tiiat  Congress  had 
not  the  right  to  introduce  it;  and  it  wmild  preclude  tlw 
court  from  deciding  agunst  the  power  of  tiie  States.  The 
gentleman  contended  that  Congress  did  not  possess  the 
ri^t  to  insert  such  a  provision;  but  it  was  obvious  that 
those  who  granted  a  privilege,  had  the  right  to  prescribe 
the  conditions  on  which  it  should  be  exercised.  Mr.  M. 
urged  various  ailments  in  fovor  of  the  amendment  and 
against  the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Sruavx. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MABCT,  SMITH, 
andMANGUM, 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  before  the  (Question  was  taken,  be 
would  read  an  extract  from  a  petition  of  Messrs.  llioni. 
dike  and  others,  merchants  of  Boston,  praying  for  a  char- 
ter of  a  national  bank.  Mr.  H.  read  the  extract,  by  which 
it  appeared  that  the  petitioners  offered  to  pay  a  bonus  of 
one  per  cent  cm  the  amount  of  their  caintali  and,  also,  to 
pay  to  the  States  a  tax  not  exeee^g  the  amount  in^ioMd 
by  them  on  their  own  banks,  llie  nonos  provided  in  the 
present  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  oneJialf  per  cent.  These 
gentlemen  offer  double  the  amount — one  per  cenLf  and 
this  he  only  mentioned  to  show  that  mercantile  men,  of 
great  experience,  were  of  opinion  that  the  bank,  could 
not  only  pay  a  bonus  of  1600,000  per  snoun,  btrt  pay  a 
reasonable  tax  to  the  States. 

Adjourned. 

FntOAT,  Join  1. 
TOPOGRAPHICAL  ENGINEEBfl. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conuder  the  UU  to  otfamia 
the  corps  of  topographical  engineers. 

The  bill  having  been  read  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  HATNE  expreaaed  his  hope  that  some  sufficient 
reason  tx  this  organbcation  would  be  pven  hy  the  diair- 
manoftheMlitary  Committee.  Where  was  the  neceari^ 
for  the  increase  of  officers  proposed  by  the  bill?  We 
were  in  a  period  of  profound  peace;  and  there  was  an  en- 
gineer corps  in  the  service  oi  the  Government.  He  re- 
peated his  desire  for  some  explanation. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  that  a  number  of  citizens  were 
now  in  the  employment  of  the  Government  as  civil  engi- 
neers, and  they  were  employed  at  considerable  expense, 
and  were  not  subject  to  martial  law.   The  bUl  orpuuies 


Digitized  by 


Google 


995 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


996 


Extention  of  P<amta.—B<oA  efiht  Oiited  Staia. 


a  corpi  wUcb  will  be  able  to  render  more  effident  aer- 
Twef  to  tbe  eoaiAij,  and  which  will  be  more  read^  con- 
trolled, as  it  will  be  under  military  goremment.  He  also 
■ujtfested  that  tbe  bill  would  effect  »  eonaiderable  reduc- 
tion of  expense' 

Mr.  FOOT  uked  if  there  were  not  now  officers  of  tbe 
aruiy  who  were  detailed  for  this  verjr  sernce.  The  Senate 
had  been  told  that  money  would  be  tared  bjr  Ihu  creation  of 
new  officer*.  I>urinp  the  whole  time  that  be  bad  been  in 
the  public  terrice,  be  had  never  known  any  savings  pro- 
duced by  the  creation  of  new  officers. 

Mr.  SMITH,  in  reply,  stated  that  it  was  true  that  offi- 
cers were  detailed  for  ibw  service,  but  it  was  a  cause  of 
much  complaint,  because  the  re^lar  duty  which  was  thus 
derolred  on  those  who  remained  with  their  corps,  was 
double.  It  hu  sometimes  happened  that  but  a  nn^e  offi- 
cer Ihu  been  left  to  an  artillery  company.  He  stided  that 
instances  had  occurred  of  officers  who,  after  beings  in  the 
topographies]  serrice,  bad  imbibed  such  a  dislike  of  the 
rcffular  serrice,  that,  rather  than  return  to  it,  tb^  had 
resigned.  Being-  once  detwied  on  that  service,  they  be- 
come unfit  for  military  duty;  and  thus  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  the  best  officers  are  lost  to  the  country. 

Mr.  H  AYNE  briefiy  expressed  the  objections  to  the  bill, 
which  had  presented  themselves  to  lua  mind.  He  regard- 
ed tbe  new  orfiantzation  proposed  br  tike  hilt  as  exception- 
able, because  it  left  several  able  and  fliithful  officers  to  be 
^misted.  He  referred  to  the  present  mode  of  employ- 
Ing  the  graduates  of  West  Point  m  the  topographical  ou^. 
If^ they  were  found  qualified,  they  might  be  still  kept  on 
that  du^{  but  if  not  qualified.  Mid  any  one  lAould  feel 
discontent  In  being  ordered  back  to  military  duty,  be 
might  redgn.  There  would  be  found  plenty  of  brevets 
to  take  his  place.  If  it  was  desirable  to  get  lid  of  the 
catizens  from  the  topographical  duty,  tiiat  could  be  done 
b^  repealing  the  law  whi<m  authorizes  the  empltwment  of 
civil  engineers.  The  Secretaty  of  War  has  found  it  more 
advantageous  to  employ  citizens  than  to  send  the  military 
on  this  service. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  hadbeardit  sug^tedthat  this  was 
hit  upon  as  a  convenient  mode  of  getting  rid  of  certain 
officers  in  the  army.  He  did  not  know  whether  Oiis  was 
the  fact  or  nott  'but  he  though^  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  becoming  in  tbe  Senate  to  act  cau- 
tiously on  the  Bubjeet.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  Ubie. 

The  motion  was  screed  to— yeas  37. 

EXTENSION  OF  PATENTS. 

Hia  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  a  bin  authorizing 

patent  to  be  issued  to  Thomas  —  , 

and  James  Lang;  the  two  former  being  residents  in  Great 
Brituo,  and  the  last  a  resident  in  ScoUand. 

Hr.  MABCY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  introdudng  the  words  <*  and 
to  Samuel  Hill,  of  ,  in  the  coun^  of  Notting- 
ham, England,  for  an  improved  piston  and  valve  for  steam 
engines," 

Hr.  WEBSTER  r^;arded  ttus  as  an  iinprnlant  bill.  It 
granted  letters  patent  to  foreigners  who  did  not  reside 
here,  who  never  had  rended,  and  who  never  intended  to 
resioB  here.  If  it  was  right  to  do  this,  seme  general  prin 
ciple  ou^t  to  be  adopted.  He  had  strong  objections  to 
legiidation  in  special  and  individual  cases.  Tbe  law  of  pa- 
tents bad  been  already  so  modified  as  to  ^ive  them  to  any 
foreigner  whoabowed  a  disposition  to  reside  here.  Some 

Sears  ago,  a  man  named  Brown  (d>tuned  a  patent,  by 
olding  out  the  idea  that  such  was  his  intention  i  but  hav- 
ing obtained  it,  he  gave  it  to  be  understood  that  he  never 
intended  to  reside  here;  and  he  never  came  here  at  all. 
He  was  denroua  Congress  should  exercise  tiie  powers 
granted  to  -it,  by  the  passage  of  a  general  law,  if  the  prin- 
dple  «M  to  be  eitabliahed  that  roreigneta  dioold  oave 


patents.  He  ^  not  know  that  be  might  not  givehiieaii- 
sent  to  such  law.  But  he  could  not  c<maent  to  take  np 
special  cases.  It  was  not  poaiblc  for  the  tvo  Houses  to 
sat  in  judgment  on  the  ments  of  any  invention  whit^i  ns 
to  be  submitted  to  them;  and,  if  they  could  not,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  refiise  the  passage  of  any  Inll  after  tUi. 

Removedtorecooimittiiebill  to  die  Comndtteeonthc 
Judidary,  with  instructions  to  report  a  general  ImD. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  he  was  opposed  to  tiiis  biU.  He 
was  not  willing  to  extend  these  privileges  to  forrigsen. 
Congress  had,  in  his  opinion,  often  impeded  tbe  pn^rea 
of  science  by  granting  patents.  Oliver  Evans's  miOs^v 
an  impediment  in  nie  way  of  improvement  He  bid 
found  out  some  old  invention,  and,  by  giving  it  s  nev 
dress,  had  obtained  a  patent,  and  thus  injured  the  enue 
of  science.  A  foreigner  nuj^t  obtun  a  patent  here,  mi 
might  afkerwards  leave  die  country,  and  take  steps  to  we- 
vent  it  from  being  of  any  advanti^  to  as.  In  case  ofi^ 
national  rivalry,  Uie  (breign  Government  mS^t  buy  vip  hi* 
patent,  in  order  to  preclude  ui  from  any  participation  in 
its  benefits.  He  would  not,  therefore,  gnmt  patenti,  eren 
on  the  principle  of  Reciprocity,  wnce  they  were  merely 
^ven  for  the  benefit  of  individuals. 

Hr.  HOLMES  did  not  see  the  dangerous  conaequencet 
of  psasii^  this  bill,  in  such  an  alanmngpdnt  of  view.  He 
could  not  find  in  the  constitution  an^  discriminalioBniide 
between  foreigners  and  American  citizena.  He  refened 
to  the  recommendation  of  General  Washingtoo,  in  hii 
first  message,  as  to  the  introduction  of  fordgn  bnproT^ 
ments.  Under  the  existing  law,  foreigners  caight  come 
and  reside  here  two  years,  obtain  their  patents^  and  theo 
return  home,  uid  dispose  of  thrir  inventtoos. 

Mr.  HAYNE  aaidhewasone  of  die  eonimttee  whoW 
reported  the  bill,  and  he  agreed  witii  the  Senator  fiom 
MassacbuBetts  that  it  was  a  subject  involving  some  diffi' 
adiy.  The  question  was,  should  we  |frant  rights  of  in 
exclusive  character  to  foreigners;  and,  if  so,  on  whatprln- 
dples?  "Was  it  better  to  act,  for  the  present,'  in  pirticn- 
lar  cases,  or  to  adopt  a  general  prindple }  The  comnut- 
tee  had  Uiought  it  best  to  act  on  a  few  spedal  cases  first, 
in  order  to  see  how  the  thin^  worked,  before  a  genenl 

Erinciple  was  adopted.  In  this  case,  the  genllemao  lad 
imseif  appeared  before  the  committee,  and  had  not  onl)? 
est^bUsbed  his  own  respectability,  but  had  satisfied  the 
committee  that -he  was  associated  with  gentlemen  iatfait 
country,  of  large  capital,  whose  object  it  was  to  tntroduce 
it  into  use  among  us. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  one  or  two  additional  murks. 
He  suggested  that  foreigners  would  have  the  power  d 
withholding  their  improvements  frtnn  us  for  fourteen 
years.  He  inristcd,  however,  that  we  had  fittle  to  (txt, 
since  we  were  already  ahead  of  our  fore^  brethren  id 
the  progress  of  useful  invention.  If  his  motion  to  recom- 
mit should  fail,  he  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  comminK 
would  give  satisfactory  explanations  of  tbe  nature  oftUs 
improvement.  He  further  suggested  that,  in  case  Coo- 
gress  should  afterwards  desire  to  revoke  a  patent  granted 
to  a  foreigner,  it  could  not  well  be  done«  as  the  foreigocr 
would  be  out  of  our  reach. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  die  motion  to  recoa- 
mit,  ano  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  36. 

BANK  OF  THE  XJNlTED  STATES. 

The  Senate  sitting  as  in  Committee  of  the  wWc,  the 
,  consideration  of  theTiank  bill  was  resumed — the  quertion 
still  pending  on  Mr.  MooBx'aamendment,  giving  tncsere- 
ral  States  the  power  of  taxing  the  issues  and  loans  ti  w 
bank;  and  on  Mr.  Sniascs's  motion  to  strike  out  bo  owdi 
of  the  same,  and  to  substitute  a  elaoae  to  diatributew 
bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  bank  among  the  States,  accord- 
ing to  their  federal  numbers. 

Mr.  BIBB  rose.  The  amendments  proposed  embrsm 
he  said,  two^stnictqueitiaiii.   Tbe  first  qneaiwnreltfed 
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to  the  pnmriety  of  recognising  the  power  of  taxation  in 
the  Mvenu  States  within  their  own  jurisdiction;  and  the 
amendmentto  this  went  to  abrogate  such  power,  and  to  sub- 
stitute a  correlative  proposition  in  its  place,  enacting  that 
the  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  bank  for  its  exclusive  prin- 
Icgesaiid  franchise  should  be  distributed  amongthe  States. 
Now,  for  his  part,  he  could  not  agree  to  such  substitute; 
for  he  could  not  yield  up  the  question  of  the  power  of 
taxation  in  the  States.  Such  a  substitute  would  seem  an 
attempt  to  change  the  nature  of  the  original  fe^ral  com- 
pact—to enlai^  it — to  make  the  power  of  the  Feieral 
Government  more  tnmscendent  than  at  the  adoption  of  the 
fedend  constitution.  As  regarded  the  first  question,  re- 
ktive  to  the  power  of  taxing  residing  in  the  States,  it  had 
been  argued  in  two  ways  that  it  did  not  exist;  that  this 
could  be  proved  b^  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
and  again,  that,  if  it  did  not  exist  under  the  old  charter 
of  the  bank*  Congress  could  not  give  it  now.  It  was 
with  the  greatest  reluctance  that  he  woukl  impugn  any 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court]  for,  than  himself,  no  man 
had  a  higher  opinion  of  its  merits,  or  held  it  in  higher 
respect.  But,  nevertheless,  he  would  not  blindly  surren- 
der his  judgment  to  any  tribunal;  however  exalted,  when 
it  was  evident  Its  judgment  was  erroneous.  And  when 
the  Supreme  GmirC  erred,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
press his  dissent.  And,  m  the  case  of  McCulloch  agunst 
the  bank,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  court  had  so  erred, 
that  its  decision  amounted  to  ftJo  de  te.  The  principles 
and  the  premises  there  assumed  were  erroneous— of  con- 
sequence, so  was  the  conclusion.  It  was  also  argued  that, 
if  the  power  of  taxation  were  granted,  it  included  the 
power  to  destroy.  He  [Mr.  B.]  denied  the  proposition, 
and  would  contend  that  the  power  of  taxation  included 
the  power  to  protect.  The  argument  was  only  accordant 
vith  QTannlcal  principles,  not  with  republican  doctrines. 
It  was  one  which  cotud  not  be  exercised  in  a  republic. 
Where,  i^fain,  the  power  of  taxation  is  granted,  he  would 
assert  that  the  party  exercising  this  right  is  bound  to  pro- 
tect those  taxed  in  lieu  thereof,  the  same  as  other  institu- 
tions. If  the  argument  were  conceded,  it  would  allow  of 
the  t^stinction  m  the  property  of  the  bank,  and  the  Indi- 
vidual property  of  the  slocUiolders.  Ai^  what  would 
become  of^the  proper^  of  foreigners?  Every  dny^s  ex- 
perience showed  thtB  result  of  taxation  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion; if  foreign  merchants,  introduced  goods,  they  were 
taxed  at  the  very  threshold,  no  matter  where  the  owners 
were  domiciled,  and  the  protection  of  their  rights  of  pro- 
perty followed.  It  was  a  universal  prindpTe,  that  our 
power  to  tax  foreign  goods,  on  their  introduction,  involved 
protection,  not  confiscation.  The  latter  power  would  be 
that  of  a  demon,  not  that  of  a  civilized  Government.  _  If 
real  estate  is  purchased  by  this  corporation,  as  such,  it  is 
not,  it  is  true,  the  propel^  of  A  or  B,  hut  of  the  stock- 
holders at  large.  It  Is  united  properpr,  and  as  a  whole, 
like  other  property,  is  a  fiur  subject  of^ taxation.  Again: 
did  he  hold  his  property  In  the  bank,  he  thought  that  it 
should  not,  for  that  reason,  be  exempt  from  taxation. 
And  why  should  nut  corporations  be  taxed  ?  Faculties 
were  taxed.  Look  at  our  early  laws  for  internal  improve- 
ments. Lawyers  were  taxed  for  the  right  of  exercinng 
their  professiooj  and  even  our  administration — the  pro- 
perty in  their  hands,  under  executory  deeds,  was  a  sub- 
ject of  taxation.  He  would  ask  why,  If  a  person  chose 
to  invest  his  property  or  his  money  in  this  manner,  in  a 
corporation,  it  should  not  be  liable  to  taxation.  Has  it 
not  more  profit,  when  thus  invested,  than  in  any  other 
mode,  and  not  subject  to  as  much  labor  or  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  individual?  It  was  known  that,  afler  the 
payment  of  all  expenses,  it  lefl  a  clear  dividend,  equal,  if 
not  more  than  property  otherwise  invested.  It  should 
be  taxed,  in  bis  opinion,  above  all  other  property,  because 
it  allowed  the  stockholder^  without  any  trouble  on  their 
part,  to  exercise  their  different  avocations  and  professionst 


andtltttit  was  the  fiiirest  subject  of  taxation  in  the  world, 
because  it  allowed  its  owner  other  disposal  of  bis  time. 

As  this  tax  formed  a  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, it  must  be  manifest  that  the  power  to  impose  it  existed 
in  tile  General  Government  from  the  adoption  of  the  Fede- 
ral Union.  When  the  constitution  was  formed,  tiie  right 
was  never  doubted.  But  this  power,  (taking  it  fta  grant- 
ed) in  the  United  States  was  possessed  as  concurrent  by 
the  several  SUte^  unless  where,  by  their  own  consent 
it  was  expressly  denied  them  by  tfie  cfHistitatioii.  Within 
their  own  juristUction  they  possessed  as  full  and  concur- 
rent power  of  taxation  as  the  General  Government  To 
prove  this,  he  would  refer  to  the  early  exposition  of  thia 
part  of  our  constitution,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  when 
it  was  necessarily  best  understood.  It  would  be  found  in 
the  '« Federalist^"  page  32,  written  by  Alexander  Hamll- 
ton.    [Mr.  B.  here  read  the  extract  from  the  FederaUst.] 

MoWj  nr,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  us  examine  what  is  this  cor- 
poration. It  was  contended  that  the  power  rested  in  the 
Government  to  create  it,  but  he  should  not  now  broach 
the  important  question  which  the  right  invtdved.  But  let 
it  be  supposed  that  the  Government  has  the  power,  have 
the  SUtes  the  ri^t  of  taxing  it  witlun  their  jurisdiction? 
What  is  thia  corporation?  Is  it  not  merely  the  ris^t  of 
separate  individuals  to  put  their  money,  th«r  stock,  to- 
gether, fortheir  better  interest?  Andwith  the  exceptloa 
of  some  seven  millions  of  stock  owned  by  the  Govern* 
ment,  it  ti  the  property  of  in^nduals.  Government  lias 
no  control  over  it  beyond  that  of  other  stockholders,  who 
bold  the  same  amount  And  whence  the  privilege  of  these 
indivldiuls,  by  the  mere  act  of  putting  their  aggregate 
property  under  the  management  of  a  directory,  to  thus 
exempt  It  from  the  liability  it  would  otherwise  be  subject 
to?  The  Government  hddiiwbutasmall  portimi  of  this 
proper^,  he  would  .say  that  me  bank  was  under  the  sway 
of  Uiose  individuals,  who  managed  its  concerns,  as  any 
other  property  would  be  man^^ed,  to  redound  most  to 
their  interest,  and  that  it  was  not  a  Government  machinej 
and,  under  such  circumstances,  he  would  ask  if  any  cor- 
poration, exercising  the  objects  and  pursuits  of  individuals, 
could  claim  the  Immunities  and  privileges  of  a  sovereign 
power.  He  would  never  consent  that  a  corporation^  of 
iniUviduals  should  wield  its  sovereign^ — that  uieir  capital 
should  be  above  the  power  or  reach  of  those  very  States 
in  which  they  exercised  their  franchise — in  which  they 
might  be  salo  "to  live,  move,  and  have  their  being." 

L£t  us  suppose,  sud  Ur.  B.,  Uiat  the  branch  of  the  bank 
in  Kentucky,  or  in  Ohio,  for  example.  Is  robbed.  Who 
punishes  the  felon?  Is  it  the  Government?  No,  nr.  If 
one  of  its  officers  or  managers  be  assaulted,  is  it  the  Go* 
vemment  punishes  for  the  violence  done?  No,  siriitis 
the  State  in  which  those  acU  are  committed  that  punish es, 
and  the  State  alone  has  the  power.  Further,  so  br  as  the 
Government  holds  property  in  this  corporation,  it  is  a 
surrender  in  so  much  of  its  sovereign  powerj  for,  when  a 
sovereignty  mixes  with  mere  individuau,  commingles  with 
them,  it  cannot  elevate  the  individualt  to  its  station,  but 
it  sinks  to  their  level. 

He  had  alreadv  endeavored  to  show,  by^  the  opiiUons  of 
Hamilton,  and  his  expontion  of  the  constitution,  that  the 
several  Sutes  possessed  a  concurrent  power  of  tuktim 
with  the  Government  itself,  unless  when  defihed  Xo  the 
contrary}  and  these  were  limited  to  two  subjects,  viz.  im- 
ports and  exports,  the  taxing  of  which  is  placed  in  the 
Government  alone.  The  income  on  the  public  lands, 
which  had  duce  been  created,  might  be  also  adduced;  but 
where  the  United  States  had  laid  a  tax  on  them,  did  it  pre* 
vent  the  State  Government  ftom  taxing  the  same  7  Both 
had  done  so.  If  the  United  States  laid  its  hand  on  some 
particular  objects  for  taxation,  whether  slaves,  land  tax, 
or  other  things,  it  did  not  place  an  exclusive  right  in  the 
Govemmentf  because,  exercised  in  those  particulars,  the 
State  WM  deprived     the  like  power,  but  had  likewise  • 
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omreUtire,  a  concorreot  power.  Nor  doe*  it  follow 
thit,  if  thit  eorpormtion  be  uiv«sted  with  certain  immuni- 
tiet,  tbejr  duJI  operate  u  a  bar  a^nst  the  rif^t  inherent 
in  the  States.  Such  pririle^cBi  if  inveited  in  those  in- 
dividoiJs  in  their  corporate  capanty,  would  resemble  the 
old  Dobleae  in  France,  whose  estates  were  exempt  ftom 
■n  taiatkm*  throwing'  the  burden  on  the  people,  and 
create  in  tUt  country  a  great  moneyed  aristocracy,  a  priri- 
Ugtd  chm.  He  would  nerer  consent  to  such  privileges. 
Out  1^ a  cqdtal  gfthtrty-siz  millions,  only  seven  were  owned 
by  Ote  Gtyremment,  thus  learingr  twen^-nine  miUions  of 
exenmted  propertr.  Hien,  as  regarded  the  property 
owned  by  non-rendents,  which,  it  would  appear,  amount- 
ed to  one-fourth  of  the  whole.  By  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
nreine  Court,  tttat  we  could  not  tax  the  subjeiits  of  a  fbre^ 
Gorammen^  thia  proper^  was  ezempCt  uid  if  4us  arni- 
ttent  aitddccimHi  were  correct^  the  whole  itock  of  ue 
bulk  nught  be  transferred,  and  thus  a  genera)  exemption 
take  place.  Coi^ld  this  be  allowed  ?  And  were  the  States 
tobecalledonbytheirautbority,  to  give  thnr  protection 
to  the  <M£cers  ta  this  corporation  rendent  within  them, 
and  vet  be  restricted  from  taxii^the  proper^  and  the  in- 
dividuals thus  protected?  He  would  ail^  what  boon  was 
l^ven  to  tiie  States  in  Ueu? 

Ifr.  B.  referred  to  the  laws  that  had  already  been  passed 
for  taxinr  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sta^s.  In  thethirdro- 
luneof  the  Laws  of  the  Umted  States,  would  be  found  an 
inpoaition  oTa  direct  tax,  and,  among  other  things,  the  law 
imposes  a  stamp  tax  on  the  notes  of  all  the  banks;  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  then,  existing  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States,  had  a  tax  imposed  on  and  did 
make  tbe  compodtion  of  one  per  cent  provided  fur  by  that 
kw.  The  other  law  was  ttut  of  1813,  which  law  ira- 
poied  alax  CO  banks,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
wai  not  then  exempted.  If  the  Government,  then,  pos- 
sesses tbe  power  of  taxing  tht  United  States'  Bank,  how 
is  it  that  the  States  are  to  be  divested  of  that  power^  It 
has  been  said  that,  if  this  powerbeconceded  to  the  States, 
^y  wiU  act  widely  and  ineonnderately,  and  tax  the  bank 
to  its  nun.  But,  because  a  power  may  be  abused,  does  It 
uguc  that  tMa  power  does  not  e»st  f  If  tlus  be  conceded, 
H  wooldprobibit  the  czerate  of  all  lawful  power,  both 
by  tbe  Inderal  and  State  Governments.  He  meant  no 
disrespect  to  the  Congren  of  the  United  States,  when  he 
asked  if  there  Iiad  never  been  an  abuse,  or  indiscreet  ex- 
ercise of  power,  on  tlieir  part.  Where  was  the  remedy, 
when  there  was  such  an  indiscreet  exercise  of  powerf 
There  was  none,  other  than  in  the  returning  good  sense 
of  the  people  of  the  Unjted  States  exercised  through 
their  representatives.  He  admitted  ttiat  tlie  State  of  Ohio 
bad  acted  In^reedy  in  Uxing  the  bank  so  extravagantly 
as  she  did.  But  let  us  review  the  circunratances  under 
which  she  acted.  At  Uie  close  of  the  war,  there  was  no 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try was  confined  to  notes  of  the  State  banks.  The  Go- 
vemmcnt  applied  to  t^ieae  buiks,  and  urged  them  to  take 
its  loans.  He  was  in  Congress  at  the  time  that  the  cashiers 
attended,  and  ezpoaed  the  situation  of  the  bank.  We 
have  no  moaqr,  said  theyi  but  we  have  stock  on  which 
we  make  our  ducounts;  we  consider  this  cash,  which  could 
be  reaUzed  in  time  of  peace,  but  now  not  available.  Every 
bankappUedto,  thus  exposed  thnrntuation,  and  declared 
their  inability  to  lend;  that  when  war  came,  their  situa- 
tion would  be  perilous,  for  the  itock  on  which  tliey  relied, 
and  which  yielded  them  six  per  cent.,  could  not  be  turned 
into  monev,  in  case  of  a  pressure  on  their  banks.  The 
reply  of  tne  Secretary  was  that  of  a  statewnan.  The  Go- 
Ternmtnt,  said  be,  must  have  money  (and  the  consequence 
was,  apcae  payments  by  the  banks  ceaaed]  tbe  Govern- 
ment continued  to  sell  treasury  notes  to  them,  and  they 
continued  to  make  loana  to  Government.  The  notes 
of  these  buika  not  paying  specie,  were  taken  to  an  im- 
mcme  amoan^  and  circulated  tiiroughout  the  country, 


for  the  payment  of  tbetrot^  and  for  the  purchaae  of  all 
the  suppfies  needed  to  eatvyon  the  war;  for,  unfortunate- 
ly, the  banks  that  did  pay  specie,  refused  to  lend  money 
to  support  an  "  unnatural  and  unjust  war."  M'heo  peace 
came,  no  time  was  allowed  to  these  banks,  who  had  put 
into  drculation  such  a  vast  amount  of  notes  in  order  to 
serve  tbe  Governneiit,  to  call  in  thrir  eireubtioni  bnt,  for- 
getfiil  of  the  benefUs  received  from  them,  the  Govern- 
ment immediately  created  another  bank,  to  compel  those 
banks  to  find  specie  for  the  amount  they  had  out.  What 
was  the  consequence?  The  Bank  of  tbe  United  States 
went  into  operation  with  not  three  milTions,  and,  in  lew 
than  eighteen  months,  issued  notes  to  the  amount  of  «^ 
teen  n^Kons,  which  was  afterwards  reduced  to  nine  mil- 
lions. The  State  banks  were  drained  of  their  spcoe  to 
supply  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statei^  (upwards  of  serenty' 
two  milUons  were  drawn  fhnn  Kentucky  and  Ohio  alone,) 
until  Ihcy  found  themselves  in  a  ntuatioo  of  great  depres- 
rion  and  embarntssment,  and  many  of  them  were  ruin- 
ed. Now,  it  wss  not  astonishing  that,  in  this  state  of 
things,  when  such  a  besom  of  destruction  was  sweeping 
away  the  State  institutions,  and  the  fortunes  of  individuals 
connected  with  them,  that  there  should  have  been  sudi 
an  excitement  as  caused  the  legislation  of  tiie  State  of 
Ohio»  before  referred  to.  At  that  vetr  time,  the  State  of 
Kentucky  was  employing,  through  the  medium  he* 
State  bank,  a  capital  w  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  acquired  by  the  sale  of  her  Green  river  lands. 
This  was  the  case,  also,  with  the  State  of  Ohio,  who  made 
a  timilar  investment  of  her  capital.  The  bank  interfered, 
and  these  State  Institutints  were  nuned.  Here  was  the 
cause  of  the  extratndinary  excitement  which  produced 
that  extraor^nary  taxatiw  of  a  bank  that  had  pradiwed 
BO  much  injury.  He  was  not  now  arguing  the  question 
whether  the  bank  should'be  recfaartered  or  not;  he  was 
only  contending  that,  if  it  should  be  recharterei^  it  ahoidd 
tiot  be  in  such  a  way  ao  to  have  the  power  of  breaking 
down  tbe  State  institutions. 

Mr.  B.  here  entered,  at  length,  into  the  argument  as  to 
the  right  of  the  States  to  tax  the  branches  within  their 
Iimit%  and  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  the  Natiwial 
Legidatore  affirming  tiie  right,  by  introducing  such  a  pro- 
vision in  the  charter. 

Mr-  B.  concluded  by  arguing' that  ^e  right  of  taxation 
belonged  to  the  States  in  their  sovereign  capacity — that 
such  rights  were  not  specially  adverted  to  in  the  constitu- 
tion; the  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  delegate  or  to 
corapronrit.  That  he  was  one  of  those  who  denied  the 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  raise  money  for  dis- 
tribulSon — a  proportion  wlueh  the  substitute  of  the  gen^ 
deman  from  Haine,  [Hr.  Sfbaoub,]  so  to  apply  the  bonu^ 
would  carry  into  operation.  He  would  oppose  it  on  con- 
stitutional ground^he  would  oppose  it  as  inexpedient; 
and,  further,  he  wouM  vote  agwnst  the  substitute  as  re- 
garded the  striking  out  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hoobe,]  as  denying  the  power 
of  taxation  in  tUe  several  States. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  said  that,  recogoinng  the  right  of  tbe 
several  States  to  give  instructions  to  their  Senators  who 
ought  to  confer  themselves  bound  to  obey  them,  be  had 
no  difficulty  in  yielding  a  ready  obedience  to  the^  instruc 
tions  contained  in  the  resolutions  he  then  held  in  bis  hands- 
These  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  late  sesnon  of  tite 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  had  never  yei 
been  presented  to  the  Senate.  The  subject  had  a  lo^ 
time  been  under  discussion,  and  ttiat  resolution  had  finally 
received  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Legislature.  He  believed,  therefore,  that  they  spoke 
the  language  of  a  majority  of  the  State.  He  should  ac^ 
cordinj^y  vote  against  the  bill,  in  whatever  shape  or  fona 
it  might  be  modified.  He  took  tlus  opportututy  of 
expressing  his  dimpprobation  to  granting  a  great  mtm^ed 
monopdy  m  connaention  of  a  bnws.    He  cmcurrvd  ia 
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the  principles  of  the  amendment  offered  hj  the  ^ntleraan 
from  Alabama,  affirming'  the  rig;ht8  of  the  States  to  tax 
the  branches  of  the  bank  to  the  extent  that  they  tax  their 
own  iiutitutions,  and  should  give  to  the  amendment  his 
support.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  which  had  a  banking 
capital  of  tirenty^finiF  inUlionii  all  piU  in,  and  man^  inau' 
ranee  and  other  incorporated  companies,  all  such  mstitu- 
tions  were  taxed,  not  by  the  State,  for  there  was  no  State 
tax,  so  called,  but  taxed  under  the  authority  of  the  State 
for  local  purposes.  The  taxes  raised  from  forty  to  eiehty 
cents,  arerag-in?  about  fifty  cents  on  the  one  hundred  ^ 
dollars.  He  felt  that  he  Aould  neglect  the  interests  of 
tiie  State  he  represented  here,  if  he  aid  not  urge  the  intro- 
duction of  a  clause  in  the  bill,  reserving  to  the  States  the 
light  to  tax  the  branches  of  the  banic  equally  with  their 
institutions.  He  asked  the  reading  of  the  resolution^  and 
that  they  might  be  laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  D.  then  handed 
in  and  the  Secretary  read  tt>e  restdutions  adopted  by  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  instructing 
their  Senators  and  requesting  their  Representatives  in 
Congren  to  oppose  the  rechartering  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Uiuted  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  say  that  tluB  motion  presented  the 
most  i&ect  attack  upon  the  rights,  the  interests,  the  inde- 
pendence, and  the  sovereignty  of  the  Sutes,  which  he  had 
ever  personally  witnessed.  The  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Mooas]  was  declaratory  of 
the  rights  of  the  States,  both  to  refuse  admission  of  these 
branch  banks  into  their  limits,  and  to  tax  them  like  other 
proper^,  if  admittedi  if  this  amendment  was  struck  out, 
It  was  tantamount  to  a  l^islative  declaration  that  no 
such  rights  existed,  and  would  operate  as  a  confirmation 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  that  effect.  It 
is  to  no  purpose  to  say  that  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ment will  leave  the  charter  silent  upon  the  subject;  and 
the  ri^ts  of  the  States,  whatsoever  they  may  be,  will  re- 
main m  full  force.  That  is  the  state  of  the  existing  charter. 
It  is  silent  upon  the  subject  of  State  taxation^  and  in  that 
nience  the  Supreme  Court  baa  spoken,  and  nullified  the 
lights  of  the  States.  That  court  has  deeded  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  Independent  of  State  leg^la- 
tioii!  ctmsequently,  that  she  may  send  branches  into  the 
States  in  deoance  of  their  laws,  and  keep  them  there  with- 
out the  payment  of  tax.  This  is  the  decision;  and  the  de- 
cision 01  the  court  is  the  law  of  the  land;  so  that,  if  no 
declatatory  clause  is  put  into  the  dlarter,  it  cannot  be 
■aid  that  the  new  charter  will  be  nlent,  as  the  oM  one  was. 
The  voice  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  now  heard  in  that 
ailenc^  procluming  the  supremacy  of  the  bank,  and  the 
degndation  of  the  States;  and,  unless  we  interpose  now 
to  countervail  that  voice  by  a  legislative  declaration,  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  States  to  renst  it,  except  by 
measures  which  no  one  wishes  to  contemplate. 

Hr.  B.  regretted  that  he  bad  not  seen  in  the  papers  any 
report  of  thcaigument  of  the  Senator  from  Virpnia  [Hr. 
Tahviu]  in  vindication  of  tiie  right  of  the  States  to  tax 
these  btanches.  It  was  an  argument  brief,  powerful,  and 
condunve — lucid  as  a  sunbeam,  direct  as  an  arrow,  and 
mortal  as  the  stroke  of  fate  to  the  adversary  speakers. 
Since  the  delivery  of  that  ailment,  they  had  sat  in  dumb 
show,  nlent  as  the  grave,  mute  as  the  dead,  and  present- 
ing to  ourimaginations  the  realization  of  the  Abbe  Sieyes's 
famous  conception  of  a  dumb  legislature.  Before  the 
States  surrenaered  a  portion  of  their  sovereignty  to  cre- 
ate this  Federal  Government,  they  possessed  the  unhn^ted 
power  of  taxation;  in  the  act  of  the  surrender,  which  is 
the  constitution,  they  abridged  this  unlimited  right  but  in 
two  particulars-— exports  and  imports — which  they  agreed 
no  longer  to  tax,  and  therefore  retained  the  taxing  power 
entire  over  all  other  subjects.  This  was  the  subsUnce  of 
the  argument  which  dumb-founded  the  adversary:  and 
the  distinction  which  was  attempted  to  be  set  up  between 
tan^ble  and  intangible,  vi«ble  and  invisible,  objects  of 


tlixation;  between  franchises  and  privileges  on  one  nde, 
and  material  substances  on  the  other,  was  so  completisly 
blasted  and  annihilated  by  one  additi(HULl  stroke  of  light- 
ning, that  the  fathers  of  the  distinction  really  believed 
that  they  hod  never  made  it!  and  sung  their  pidinodes  in 
the  face  of  the  House. 

The  argument  that  these  branches  are  necessary  to 
enable  the  Federal  Government  to  carry  on  its  fiscal  ope- 
rations,  and,  therefore,  ought  to  be  independent  of  State 
legislation,  is  answered  and  expunged  by  a  matter  of  fact, 
namely,  that  Congress  itself  has  determined  otherwise, 
and  tiut  in  the  very  charter  of  the  bank.  The  charter 
linuts  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  nnrie  branch,  and  that  one  in  the  District  of 
Columbia!  The  branch  at  ttua  place,  and  the  parent 
bank  at  Philadelphia,  are  all  that  the  Federal  Government 
has  stipulated  for.  All  beyond  that  is  Utt  to  the  bank 
itself  to  establish  branches  in  the  States  or  not,  as  it  suited 
its  own  interest,  or  to  employ  State  banks,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  do  the 
Duuness  o(  the  branches  for  the  United  States.  Congress 
is  contented  vith  State  banks  to  do  the  bunness  of  the 
branches  in  the  States;  and,  therefbre,  authorizes  the  very 
case  wluch  gentlemen  apprehend  and  so  loudly  deprecate, 
that  New  York  may  refuse  her  assent  to  the  continuance 
of  the  branches  witbin  her  limits,  and  send  tlie  public  de- 
pontes  to  the  State  banks.  This  is  what  the  charter  con- 
templates. Look  at  the  charter;  see  the  fourteenth  aKi- 
cle  of  the  constitution  of  the  bank;  it  makes  it  optionory 
with  the  directors  of  the  bank  to  establish  branches  in 
such  SUtea  as  they  shall  think  fit,  with  the  alternative  of 
using  State  banks  as  thnr  substitutes  in  States  in  which 
they  do  not  choose  to  estabUsh  branches.  This  brings 
the  establidiment  of  branches  to  a  private  affair,  a  mere 
question  of  profit  and  loss  to  the  bank  itself;  and  cuts  up 
by  the  roots  the  whole  argument  of  the  necessity  of  these 
branches  to  the  fiscal  oper:ition3  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment The  establishment  of  branches  in  the  States  is, 
then,  ajirivate  concern,  and  presents  this  question:  shall 
non-residents  and  afiens — even  alien  enemies,  fbr  such 
they  may  be — have  a  right  to  carry  on  the  trade  vt  bank- 
ii^  withm  the  limits  of  the  States,  without  their  consent, 
without  liability  to  taxation,  and  without  amenability  to 
State  legislation?  The  suggestion  that  the  United  States 
owns  an  interest  in  this  bank,  is  of  no  avail.  If  she  owned 
it  all,  it  would  still  be  subject  to  taxation,  like  all  other 
property  is  which  she  holds  in  the  States.  The  Uncb 
which  me  had  obtuned  from  individuals  in  satisfaction  of 
debts,  were  all  subject  to  taxation;  the  public  lands  whit^ 
she  held  by  grants  from  the  States,  or  purchases  from 
foreign  Powers,  were  only  exempted  from  taxation  by 
virtue  of  compacts,  and  the  payment  of  five  per  centum 
on  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  for  that  exemption. 

The  right  of  the  States  to  tax  banking  institutions  of 
every  kind.  Slate  or  federal,  ia  just  as  clear,  and  rests 
upon  the  same  finindation,  as  her  right  to  tax  land  and 
houses,  merchants  and  jewellers,  ferries  and  taverns. 
The  right  '  clearly  exists  with  respect  to  the  branches  of 
the  United  States'  Bank;  and  ouriit  Congress  to  destroy 
that  right,  by  refiinng  to  insert  a  <&claratory  clause  to  pro- 
tect it  against  tlie  decision  ofthe  Supreme  Court?  Of  all 
the  subjects  of  taxation,  the  moneyed  power  is  the  most 
suitable  and  proper.  Jews  were  taxed,  and  enormously 
taxed,  all  over  £urope,  because  they  dealt  in  money. 
They  were  made  to  bear  the  chief  burden  of  taxation, 
because,  having  most  money,  they  were  most  able  to  bear 
it.  These  branch  banks  ought  to  be  taxed,  at  least  as 
much  as  the  citizens  of  the  Stale,  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple. These  foreigners  and  non-residents,  carrying  on  the 
trade  of  banking  within  a  State,  and  making  immense 
sums  out  of  tiie  people  of  the  State,  to  be  carried  off  and 
expended  elsewhere,  and  contributing  nothing  to  the 
military  defence  of  the  State,  oiig^tvCertainlyjto  contri- 

Digitlzed  byVjOOgIC 


1009 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


14)04 


Monk  of  the  United  SteUa. 


[Jvax  1.  1832. 


bate  in  money  to  the  aupport  of  the  Government  from 
which  they  derive  «n  the  benefits  of  wealth  and  protec- 
tion. The  lands  of  non-residents,  and  of  aliens,  are  not 
exempted  from  taxationi  why  should  their  banks  be 
exempted?  Great  is  the  pront  which  they  derive  from 
the  banking  business;  great  is  the  power  which  it  g^vea 
them  over  the  persons  and  the  property  of  our  citizens. 
The  bank  debt  is  now  about  seventy  miNtons  of  dollars, 
which  cannot  be  a  lew  annual  tax  upon  the  people  of  this 
Union  than  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars.  In  the  West 
alone  t)»e  debt  is  near  thirty  millions,  and  the  annual  inte- 
rest, with  exchange  and  other  chaises,  near  three  niiUioiis. 
The  abduction  of  specie  from  the  South  and  West,  by 
the  operation  of  these  branches,  is  now  ascertained  to 
exceed  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars!  Of  this  immense 
sum,  Louisville  has  furnished  one  million  one  hundred 
and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  uxty-three  dollars) 
Cincinnati,  ux  hundred  and  twen^-seven  thousand  dol- 
lar!; Fittrtfurg',  about  nine  hundred  thouaandt  St.  Louis, 
three  hundred  thousand,  (within  the  last  two  years;)  New 
Orleani^  about  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  besides  near  a 
million  more  shipped  direct  to  Europe,  without  passing 
through  the  mother  bank.  When  carried  to  Philadel- 
phisi  much  of  thb  specie  is  sent  abroad,  to  be  sold  at  a 
premium  in  Europe.  About  five  millions  of  dollars  have 
thus  been  exported  and  sold  by  the  bank  withm  a  few 
years  at  a  premium  of  ninety-seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  forty  ddlurs;  and,  in  heu  of  specie  thus  abducted 
from  the  South  and  West,  these  sections  are  deluged  with 
a  small  paper  currency,  as  illegal  as  it  is  unsound  and 
vicious,  and  practically  unconvertible  into  specie,  because 
it  is  made  payable  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  oif. 
AU  the  flourishing  cities  of  the  West  are  mortgaged  to 
this  moneyed  power.  Hie^  may  be  devoured  by  it  at  any 
moment.  They  are  in  the  jaws  of  the  monster!  A  lump 
fif  butter  in  the  mouth  of  a  dog!  one  gulp,  one  swallow, 
and  all  is  gone! 

The  story  of  foreign  capital  brought  into  the  States  is 
an  illusion,  contradicted  by  the  bank  Itself.  The  branches 
at  Mobile,  Natchez,  St.  Louis,  Buffalo,  Utica,  and  Port- 
-  land,  are  shown  in  the  montlily  statements  to  have  no 
capital.  The  other  branches  .are  shown  by  the  Presi- 
dent's letter,  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  Senate,  to  have 
nothing  but  a  nominal  capital,  without  any  solid  or  real 
foundaUon.  The  investwuting  committee  have  ascer- 
tained from  the  bank  itself  that  the  whole  amount  of  spe- 
cie ever  furnished  by  the  parent  bank  to  the  whole  batch 
of  her  Southern  and  Wealern  branches,  only  amounts  to 
tl.c- precise  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  Uiousand 
fuur  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars!  And  this  is  the 
capital  for  which  the  West  and  South  are  to  be  grateful! 
Thia  is  the  capital  on  which  a  debt  of  about  foHj  millions 
in  these  two  sections  of  the  country  has  been  created! 
Thisis  tlie  capital  for  which  foreigners  and  non.fesidents  are 
to  become  tiie  lords  andmaatersof  the  land,  and  for  which 
the  Slates  are  to  be  so  tliankful  and  so  humble  as  not  to 
require  them  to  pay  any  tax  upon  tlieir  loans  and  issues! 

The  justict:  of  taxing  these  branches  is  just  as  clear  as 
the  right  to  do  &o,  and  it  belongs  to  the  State  itself  to  ex- 
ercise the  right  of  taxation,  or  to  compound  it  for  a  bonus. 
The  substituted  amendment  propoaed  by  the  Senator 
from  Uaine,  [Mr.  Srueos,]  bendes  being  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  rights  of  the  Stales,  is  radically  wrong  in  as- 
suniing  to  accept  a  sum  for  the  States  without  th«ir  con- 
sent. Congress  cannot  bargain  for  the  States.  She 
cannot  agree  with  the  bank  for  a  certain  sum,  and  then 
asugn  it  to  tlie  States,  as  to  so  many  dependent  provinces 
of  a  paramount  empire.  It  is  for  the  States  themselves 
to  say  whether  this  bonus  is  sufficieut,  or  whether  the^- 
choose  to  sell  their  birthright  for  any  bonus  at  ijl;  and  if 
this  amendment  shall  be  adopted,  a  proviso  will  certainly 
be  oflered,  to  refer  the  acceptance  of  the  bonus  to  the 
will  of  the  States:  and  thus  a  veto  will  be  placed  at  once 


in  the  hands  of  finir  and  twenty  States  upon  the  approval 
of  the  charter.  This  is  a  consequence  which  the  friends 
of  the  bank  would  not  relish;  yet,  if  the  scheme  of  pay- 
ing the  bonus  to  the  States  individually,  instead  of  paying 
it  to  the  Federal  Government,  a  reference  of  the  charter 
to  the  States,  for  their  acceptaitce  or  rejection  of  the  bo- 
nus offered,  becomes  indispensable,  unless  they  are  to  he 
treated  as  miserable  dependents  of  the  baidi,  without 
even  the  right  of  giving  an  opinion  upon  the  sufficiency 
of  what  is  offered.  Whether  referred  to  ,  them  or  not, 
the  States  will  have  the  power  of  refiising  to  accept  the 
bonus:  some  States  may  refuse;  some  arc  certainly  bound 
to  refuse.  What  tbenr  Does  the  charter  go  into  efiect, 
without  regard  to  the  refusal  of  the  State  to  receive  the 
bonus?  The  bank,  assuming  the  lody  superiority  of  throw* 
ingher  so  much,  (and,  if  she  did  not  pick  it  up,  she  miglit 
do  without  it,)  the  imperial  bank,  would  disregard  her 
pouting^  and  go  on  as  ue  pleased.  The  substitute  of  the 
Senator  from  Mune  ia  certainly  ingeiuously  worded;  it 
suits  some  State  ri|^t  men,  and  some  anti-State  right  men. 
He  [Mr.  B.]  was  opposed  to  eveiy  tiling  in  legislation 
which  suited  persons  irreconcilably  opposed  on  funda- 
mental principles.  The  st^stitute  seemed  to  blink  the 
question.  Yesterday,  when  first  oflered,  it  had  a  pluase 
in  it  which  is  now  taken  out.  The  States  were  then  to 
have  this  bonus  "in  consideration"  of  not  taxing  the 
branches;  but  this  clause,  which  implies  a  right,  and  the 
sale  of  a  right,  is  now  taken  out,  and  the  substituted 
amendment  had  lost  its  first  distinguishing  feature. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  proposes 
to  grant  an  annuity  to  the  States  in  lien  of  the  taxes  they 
would  have  a  right  to  receive,  thus  placing  the  States  in 
the  same  elevated  relation  with  respect  to  the  bank,  which 
the  Indian  tribes  now  occupy  with  respect  to  the  Federal 
Government.  The  annui^  now  in  the  bill  is  $150,CXXf, 
which,  bung  &irly  distributed per  ea^Utt  according  to  the 
Indian  rule,  would  furnish  about  eight  miUs,  or  three- 
fourths  of  a  cent,  to  each  inhabitant  of  tlie  States.  Hus 
is  a  fine  sum  to  be  given  for  the  sovereign^  of  a  State; 
and  must  have  some  relation  or  reference  to  the  value  of 
the  mess  of  pottage  which  a  fooli^  boy  once  received  fur 
his  birthright,  if  Congress  must  sell  the  ri|;bta  of  the 
States,  let  them  at  least  Xa!kia  the  best  price  whxth  ia  oficr* 
ed;  and  a  fitt  better  one  than  that  in  the  bill  haa  been  of- 
fered. The  memorial  for' a  new  bank,  to  be  owned 
wholly  by  American  citizens,  offers  $700,000  a  year  da- 
ring the  continuance  for  the  charter;  why  not  take  that, 
which  is  nearly  five  times  the  amount  of  the  bonus  in  the 
bill?  The  citizens  who  off'er  it  are  acknowledged  to  be 
able  to  take  the  stock  of  the  bank,  to  pay  the  bonus,  and 
to  manage  its  aiTaira.  Whv  not  sell  to  them  in  preference 
to  this  old  company,  which  offers  but  the  fifth  part,  and 
bhs  alrodv  had  their  privilege  for  twenty  years,  aiid  b 
besides  ao  largely  made  up  of  foreigners,  and  now  known 
to  be  in  the  hsnds  of  the  political  party  which  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales  have  discarded  from  office  ? 

-Mr.  B.  expressed  his  earnest  wishes  that  thia  deadly 
blow  at  the  rights  of  the  States  might  be  averted;  that 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  mm  Alabama  [Ur- 
Hooas]  might  be  adopted;  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States  be  vindicated  from  the  nuthori^  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and  Uiat  the  great  moneyed  power  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  n^ht  be  forced  to  contribute,  with  the 
citizens  of  the  States,  to  the  support  of  the  OoTemmeat 
whose  protection  they  received. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  replied  to  Mr.  Behton.  It  was  the 
general  custom,  he  aaid,  for  those  who  were  unable  to  re- 
ply to  a  proportion,  to  assail  it  with  invective,  and  to  load 
it  with  abusive  epithets.  When,  therefore,  it  is  said  thai 
the  amendment  he  proposed  was  a  contrivance  unworthy 
of  le^slation,  he  could  deign  no  other  reply  than  that  the 
assntion  itself  was  unw«thy.  He  denied  that  he  bad,  in 
.any  way,  attempted  to  bliiw  or  evade  the  questioa.  He 
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stated,  in  distinct  terms,  his  opimon  that  the  States  had 
no  right  to  tax  the  branches  of  the  United  States'  Bank. 
He  agreed  perfectly  •with  the  decinon  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and  had  unheritatingty  avowed  nnleu  a  pro- 
vision to  that  effect  be  inserted  in  the'ehaiter,  the  States 
wilt  have  no  ri^t  to  tax  the  bank-  If  you  come  to  the 
expediency,  said  he,  I  deny  that  also.  As  to  any  derra- 
dation  in  tiie  States  receivinff  such  triftinr  annuities,  like 
the  Indian  tribes,  as  spoken  of  by  the  ^nuenian  from  Mis- 
souri, he  could  not,  for  himself,  perceive  it.  The  amend- 
ment did  not  make  the  annuity;'  it  was  already  in  the  bill 
provided  that  the  United  States  should  receive  it.  Now, 
if  it  was  demi&ng  for  the  States  to  receive  annuities, 
iHitch,  dirided  among  the  peotde,  would  only  amount  to 
seven  or  eight  mills  each,  would  the  proportion  be  much 
greater  if  paid  to  the  United  States>  And  such,  said  Mr. 
8.,  are  the  materials  of  which  arguments  are  made,  to  be 
addressed  to  the  people. of  the  United  States.  The  gen- 
tlemanirmn  Missouri  tclU  me,  sud  Mr.  8.,  that  I  ought  to 
make  a  motion  to  increase  tfae  bonus.  I  cannot  do  so, 
nid  he,  at  tUs  itage  of  the  busioeta,  but  will  unquestiona- 
bly make  the  motion  at  a  proper  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  Mr. 
Mooax*s  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  afEnnative,  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Jc^n- 
ston.  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentisi^  Bobbins, 
Ri^vles,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smith,  Spragne,  Upton, 
Tomfinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins.-— 36. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Man- 
gum,  Harcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Robinson,  Tazewell,  White. 
—18. 

The  question  waathen  taken  on  inserting  Mr  SnuoDE's 
mmendment,  and  it  was  also  decided  in^e  affirmative — 
yeas  25,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

TEAa.~Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas, 
Dickerson, "  Ewing,  Foot,  Frefinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes^  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudun«  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  W^gaman,  Wilkins. — 25. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
<^ndy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Blangum,  Marcy,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  F(undexter,  Bobinson,  Tasewell,  Webster, 
White.— 19. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  an  additional  section  providing  that  the  cashier 
of  the  bank  shall  annually  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  the  names  of  all  the  stockhtrfderv  of  the  bank 
who  are  not  residents  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  appli- 
cation from  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  furnish 
them  the  names  of  the  stockholders  who  rende  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  F.  said  the  object  of  this  amendment  was  to  enable 
the  States  to  Ux  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  who  reside 
-witlun  thdr  limits.  In  Connecticut,  said  Mr.  F.,  we  tax 
the  stockholders  of  our  own  banks,  imd  would  also  tax 
those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  who  reside  in  the 
State;  but,  on  application  being  made  to  the  caduerof  the 
bank  for  their  names,  they  were  refused. 

This  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  divimn. 

"ib-  BIBB  then  offered  three  seeHonsas  amendmentsi 

liie  first  prescribing  that  the  parent  bank  Aall  be  man- 
aged  by  a  president  and  twenty-four  directors,  and  of  the 
branches  by  a  president  and  twelve  directors  each;  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  all  the  presidents, 
and  one-half  of  the  directors,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  ne- 
cessary that  they  shall  be  stockholders  of  the  bank; 

The  aeoond  amendment  providii^  that  the  bank  shall 
not  take  more  than  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  in  tltt  shape 
of  interest  and  discoHntfl)  and 


The  third  providing  that  no  ]ierBon  shall  vote  at  any 
election  more  than  thirty  shares.  Including  those  he  tium 
vote  in  his  own  r^t,  as  stockholder,  and  as  attorney, 
agen^  or  proxy. 

After  a  debate,  in  wluch  Messrs.  BIBB,  DALLAS, 
SMITH,  and  GRUNDY,  took  part, 

Mr.  BUCKNER  called  for  a  dividon  of  the  question^ 
which  was  ordered,  and  it  was  first  taken  on  the  first 
amendment;  which  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote — 
yeas  2,  nays  43. 
YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb.— 2. 
NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  D.udley,  Bilk,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freling- 
buysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes  John- 
ston, ^ne.  King,  Knight,  Mang^m,  Marcy,  Miller,  Uecnv^ 
Naudain,  Pmndexter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles, Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson,  Troup,  Wanaman,  Webster,  White, 
Willuns.— 4^. 

The  question  was  tJien  taken  on  the  second  amendment 
to  reduce  the  interest  taken  by  the  bank  tofive  per  cent., 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dick- 
erson, Dudley,  Ellis,  Qrundy,  Hayne,  Hilt  Kane,  King, 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Moore,  Bobinscm,  Si^th,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  White.— 20, 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  Clayton,  DsUas,  Ewing, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Miller,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins^ 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  TomBnson, 
Wa^araan,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 25.  • 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  amendment, 
and  it  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Hill,  Kane,  Marcy,  Moore,  White. — 10. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bel),  Brown,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King,  Knigb^  Mangum, 
Miller,  Naudun,  Pwndexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Rug^es,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazc. 
well,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
Wilkins.— 35. 

Mr.  EWtNG  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  fifth  section,  which  provides  that  it  shall  not  bfc 
lawfid  fiir  the  bank,  twp  years  after  tbeSdof  March  neztk 
to  hold  any  real  estate,  except  on  mortgage,  or  for  the 
transaction  of  its  bunness,  directing  a  sale  after  thattime^ 
and  imposing  a  penal^  of  ten  thowand  dollars  for  the  in- 
fraction of  this  clause. 

This  motion  was  rejected — yeas  33y>  nays  33,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Claj',  Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewing, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Knight,  Nau- 
dain, Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Robbing  Robinson,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
Wilkins.— 32. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dick- 
erson, Dudley,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Johnston, 
Kane,  iQng,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Ruggles 
Smith,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  White.— 23. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  proposed  to  amend  the  fifth  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  two  years  and  inserting  five  years,  so 
as  to  dlow  the  bank  five  years  instead  of  two  to  sell  ha 
real  estate. 
Th\»  motion  was  carried  without  a  divinon. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  tiien  proposed  an  amendment,  striking 
out  that  part  of  the  bill  providing  that  the  bank  and  its 
branches  shall  receive  in  payment  of  debts  due  by  State 
banks  die  notes  of  any  of  the  branches. 

Afteradebate.inwhich  Messrs.  WEBSTER,  KNIGHT, 
and  TAZEWELL  took  part,  the  amendment  having  been 
opposed  by  the  two  last  named  gentlemen, 
Kr.  WEBSTER  witttdrew  the  unendment,  stating  that 
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some  modi&cation  of  thu  section  could  be  nude  ftfter  the 
bill  should  be  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BJBB  then  moTed  to  s.mend  the  fourth  section,  by 
striking;  out  the  words  "from  any  other  incorporated 
bank,"  so  as  to  make  it  incumbent  on  the  bank  and  its 
branches  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  and  all  of  their 
bianebes  in  payment  of  debts  due  Irom  iniUnduab  M 
veil  as  from  State  banks. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WEBSTER,  and 
supported  by  Messrs.  BIBB,  HAYNE,  KNIGHT,  and 
GRUNDY,  and  finally  adopted— yeas  35,  nays  19>  as 
follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley* 
Ellis,  Foot,  Grundy,  Hayne,  HitU  Kaoe,  Ring,  Kmgta^ 
Man^m,  Marey,  Miller,  Moore,  Poimiixter,  Prentui, 
Robinson,  Riispylcs,  Tazewell,  Tomllnson,  Troup,  White, 
Wilkins.— 25. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Clay, 
Dallas,  Ewing,  Freling;huy3en,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Jobn- 
■ton,Tfaudain,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Tipton,  Webster.— 19. 

Mr.  SWING  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section 
of  the  bill,  pTobibitinr  the  bank  from  inuingf  and  clniulat- 
injf  notes  of  a  less  ^nomination  than  fifly  dollars,  not 
payable  at  the  bank  or  branch  whence  issued,  or  circu- 
lated, unless  at  the  special  instance  and  request  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  same  is  piqrable  or  isnied. 

Mr.  SMU'H  here  moved  an  adJoummeDt:  negatived— 
yeas  20,  nays  23. 

,  A  debate  then  ensued,  in-  which  the  motion  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  EWENG.  WEBSTER,  JOHNSTON, 
and  SILSBEE,  and  opposed  by  Hitun.  BIBB,  KING, 
HAYNE.  MARCY,  and  TAZEWELLi  when 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
as  to  take  it  first  on  striking  out  Uie  last  words  of  the  sec- 
tion, which  he  said  rendered  the  whole  nugatory,  viz. 
*■  unless  at  the  request  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same 
(i.  e.  the  notes)  shall  be  issued,  paid  out,  or  put  in  circu- 
lation." 

The  dinaiofl  bavins'  been  ordered,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken on  striking  out  the  latter  part  the  sections  above, 
and  lost — yeas  17,  nays  not  counted. 
/  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ewzvv's  motion 
to  strike  out  the  whole  section,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
aifirmative — yeas  24,  nays  IS,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  BelC  Bibb,  Buckner,  Clay,  Claytop, 
Dallas,  Ewiitg,  Frelinebuyaen,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Holme%  Jobwton,  Km^t,  Naodain,  Poindexter,  Pren- 
tiss, Bobbins,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Webster,  Wilkin8.~34. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Foot, 
Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Hangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Ro- 
binson, Tazewell,  Troup,  White. — 15. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  an  adjournment:  rejected — yeas 
18,nayB21. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  had  several  amendments  to  offert 
and  fint  proposed  one  repealing  so  much  of  the  original 
charter  of  the  bank  as  restricts  Congres*  from  granting 
a  charter  to  another  bank,  and  grants  an  exclunve  privi- 
lege to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn.  It  was  im- 
possible, he  said,  fur  gentlemen  to  expect  to  get  through 
with  the  amendments  that  eveninet  it  was  six  o'clock, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  bad  sev«^  other  amend- 
ments to  propose,  which  would  probably  oceaium  debate. 
On  the  motion  to  adjourn,  he  asked  fur  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wiiich  were  orderetfi  and  on  their  beingcalled,  the  Senate 
refused  to  adjourn,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— MeRsrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Gnindy<  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill.  King,  Mangum,  Marcy, 
MiUer,  MtX)r^  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Troup,  White.— 18. 

NAYS.— Mesara.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Ew- 
ing.  Foot,  Prelinghuysen,  Holme^  Johnitpn,  Knigiit, 


Naudiun,  Fcnndexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  ^ 
bee,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 20. 

Mr.  KINO  then  demanded  that  the  hour  should  be  it- 
corded  on  the  journal  at  which  the  Senate  refused,  to 
adjourn.    This,  he  said,  he  had  a  right  to  ask.         j  . 

Mr.  GRUNDY  sud  he  was  glad  to  aee  an  evideocj  of 
a  detemanation  to  do  busineasi  but  be  thought  gentlencB 
were  R^ng  too  fiuN—they  were  not  going  to  make  thdi 
bank  that  night,  he  would  assure  them.  He  would 
gest  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  diould  give  In  ill  ha 
amendments  at  once,  and  that  the  Senate  should  then  id- 
journ,  and  consider  on  them,  in  order  to  act  promptlf  n 
the  mtnning. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  handed  to  the  Secretary  lusaBad- 
ntents;  and,  vitbout  readit^*  they  were,  on  molioa  tf 
Mr.  GRUNDY,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A^ourned. 

Sj>Tim»aT,  JuVB  3. 

BANK  OF  THE  tn«TED  STATES- 

The  Senate  agun,  sitting  as  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  conrideration  <rf  the  bank  tnU. 
The  seriea  of  amendments  submitted  by  Mr.  BsfTsi 

came  up  in  order. 
The  first  was  in  the  following  words: 
"That so  much  of  the  original  charter  as  restticti 
future  Congress  from  grantmg  charters  of  incorpon6oQ 
to  other  banking  companies,  lind  grants  an  exclunve  pri- 
vilege to  the  stockholders  in  the  Bank     the  United 
States,  shall  be,  and  tiie  same  hereby  is,  repealed  fiw 
and  afttf  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  tkoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  tlurty-wc** 

Mr.  BENTON  pointed  out  the  clauses  in  the  chirtei 
which  granted  the  exolurive  privilege,  and  imposed  the 
restriction,  whioh  it  waa  the  object  of  his  motion  to  ibo- 
lish;  and  reada  part  of  the  31st  section,  which  enacted  tlui 
no  otiier  bank  sliould  be  established  by  any  future  Uw  of 
the  Umted  States,  during  the  contmuance  of  thatchaiter, 
and  which  pledged  the  ftitb  of  tbe  Uiuted  Statet  to  uc 
observance  of  the  monopoly  thereby  created.  He  m 
the  privily  of  banking,  here  granted,  was  an  "chsn 
privilege,  a  monopoly,  and  an  invasion  af  the  r^hts  of  »U 
future  Congresses,  as  well  as  of  the  rights  of  sD  citiiem 
of  the  Union,  for  the  term  the  charter  had  to  ni^ 
and  which  might  be  conridered  perpetu^?  aa  thiawMlK 
last  time  that  the  people  could  ever  make  bead 
the  new  poUtical  power  which  xaisedttaelfiBtiienta  of 

the  bank  to  overbalance  every  other  powerinthe  Gorcii- 
ment.    This  exclusive  privilege  is  contrary  to  the  gouffl 
of  (Hir  Government,  which  is  a  Government  of  equslngto 
and  not  of  excluwve  privileges!  and  it  is  clcariy  unsutlw- 
rized  by  the  constitution,  which  only  admits  of  ^^'^^■j 
privileges  in  two  sohtary,  specified  cases,  and  escn  ol 
these  founded  upon  a  natural  right,  the  case  of  tawa 
and  inventorsi  to  whom  Congreas  is  authorized  to  pM). 
for  a  limited  time,  the  exckuive  privS^  of  selling  tl^ 
own  writings  and  discoveries.    But  in  the  case  at  tw 
charter  there  is  no  natural  right,  and  it  may  be  well  wfl 
there  is  no  limited  time;  and  the  monopoly  is  ^ 
glaring  and  indefensible  now  than  when  first  pantea;  ™ 
then  the  charter  was  not  granted  to  any  particufar  «t « 
individuals,  but  lay  open  to  all  to  subscribe  to  itj  btitsof 
it  is  to  be  continued  to  a  particular  set,  and  manrw 
fordgnera,  and  all  of  whom,  or  their  assignee*,  Dsd  iW- 
dy  enj<^ed  the  privilege  for  twen^  yeara.  If 
pany  succeeds  now  in  getting  their  monopoly  contjmwo 
for  fifteen  years,  they  will  so  entrench  themselves  in 
and  power,  that  they  will  be  £nabled  to  perpetuate  then 
charter,  and  transmit  it  as  a  private  inheritance  to  their  pos- 
terity.   Our  Government  delists  in  rotation  of 
ofBcers,fnHn  the  Ugheat  to  the  lowe^  are  amenable  tattK 
prindplet  no  one  is  suffered  to  Tenmrn  in  power  ti^«'>f 
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y<9rst  and  why  ahould  one  company  hare  the  cotnmand  of 
the  moneyed  pover  of  America  fat  that  Ion  j  jieriod  ?  Can 
it  be  tiie  wieh  irf'any  penon  to  eatabliih  an  ^igarchy  inth 

unbounded  wealth  and  perpetual  eziitence,  to  la^  the 

foundatioo  for  a  nobility  and  monarchy  in  thti  America! 

.  Tbe  reMrictioD  opon  future  Congreaiea  ia  at  war  with 
every  priodple  of  conrtitutional  right  and  I^i^tire 
a^oui^.  If  the  CDOBtitution  haa  given  to  one  Congresi  the 
liflit  to  chaxter  banks,  it  has  given  it  to  every  one.  If 
Hum  Caagnm  haa  a  right  to  ettabfiab  a  bank,  every  other 
CongFflsahaa.  The  power  to  tie  the  hand*  of  our  ■uccrtaors 
ia  nowhere  given  to  lUi  what  we  can  do,  our  eucceaBors 
oant  a  IcgisKtive  body  ii  always  equal  to  itself.  To  make, 
and  to  anendt  to  do,  and  to  undot  ia  the  prerogative  of 
each.  But  here  the  attempt  ia  to  do  what  we  ouraelves 
cannot  amend — what  our  lucceoaon  cannot  amend — and 
what  our  MicccaMwa  are  foibiddento  imitate,  itrtodoin  aiqr 
ferok  Tlusihinn  the  dai^r  of  aaauining  implied  powera. 
If  the  pover  to  eitabBih  a  national  bnik  had  been  cz> 

p«ady  gnated,  then  the  exerctae  of  that  power,  being 
once  exerted,  would  be  exhausted,  and  no  further  Iq;iala- 
tion  would  remain  to  be  donet  but  thia  power  ia  now  aa- 
aMBied  upon  oonitruction,  after  having  been  twice  rejected 
in  the.  eoDvention  wluch  framed  the  conatitution,  and  U, 
tfaerefare,  without  limitation  aa  to  number  or  character. 
Wb.  MadiaoB  waa  expreaa  in  luaopinionain  the  year  1791, 
llial,  if  tiwrc  waa  one  bank  diartered,  thero  ought  to  be 
amral!  The  genhia  of  the  British  monarchy,  be  aud, 
&vered  the  concentration  <^  wealth  and  power!  in 
America,  the  geniua  of  the  Government  required  the  dif- 
feaioQofwealm  and  power.  The  eatablishtnent  of  branches 
(£d  not  sattsAr  the  prindple  <^  difiuaon.  Sereitl  inde- 
pendent banks  alone  could  do  it.  The  branches,  instead 
of  leascning  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  aif^le  inatitu- 
tioOfgroatfyincreaaedbotii,  by  nvin^  to  the  great  centra) 
parent  bonk  an  omnisation  ara  i«mification  whidi  per> 
vaded  dw  whole  Umon,  drawing  wealth  fnna  eveiy  part, 
and  atdijecUng  every  part  to  the  openttions,  political  and 
pecuniarT,  of  the  central  institution.  But  this  restriction 
ties  up  uie  hands  of  Congress  from  granting  other  cbar- 
tera.  Behave  aa  it  may — jdunge  into  all  elfictiona— con- 
vulse the  country  wiUi  ezpansioos  and  eontnuitiona  of 
paper  currency— fcil  in  ita  »ili^  to  help  the  merchants  to 
pay  thdr  bonJa  stop  piymcat,  and  laaw  the  GovernBient 
no  op&on  but  to  receiwe  ill  dishonored  notes  in  revenue 
peymanti  and  stiQ  it  would  be  secure  <^  its  monopolyt 
the  handa  of  all  future  Congrcsisi  would  be  tied  upi  and 
no  rival  or  additional  banks  could  be  established,  tomldlt 
in  check,  or  to  auppfy  its  place. 

Is  tUa  the  Congresa  to  do  these  things?  la  this  the 
Coi^fcaa  to  iokpoae  restHetioae  upon  the  power  of  tiieir 
onccBsaoTi?  Is  this  the  "CoMress  to  tie  the  bands  of  all 
Cof^MSBcs  till  the  year  183lT  In  nine  months  this  Con- 
gresa ia  defiiBct!  A  new  and  full  representation  ot  tiie 
people  will  ooote  into  power.  Thir^  additional  members 
will  be  in  the  Uouae  of  Representatives!  two  BnlboUB  <^ 
sMlditioDal  people  will  be  repreaented.  The  renewed 
charter  ia  not  to  take  effect  till  three  years  after  thia  full 
repreaeotatien  ia  in  power!  And  are  we  to  foreatall  and 
anticipate  them?  lUe  their  primer  businesaout  of  their 
hands  aaatch  the  sceptre  of  Ignwation  from  them— doan 
net  whicb  we  oannot  amend— wluohth^  cannot  amend— 
which  ia  irrevoeable  and  uitaagiblei  and,  to  crown  thb  act 
<jt  uaurpation,  debberately  set  about  imaBg  the  bands, 
and  imposing  a  restrictitm  upon  a  Coogtem  equal  to  ua 
in  constitutional  power,  superior  to  ua  in  repreaoitative 
munbers,  and  better  entitled  to  act  upon  the  subject,  be- 
cause the  present  charter  ts  not  to  ez|Hre^  nor  the  new 
one  to  take  effect,  until  three  years  after  the  new  Congress 
■hall  be  in  power!  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  tlus  ressmni^ 
«attldi4>ply  to  other  legidative  measure^  and  reqwre  the 
poatponismertofaehodbillsadthetsriffMl.  Both  these 
MhtnqMto>immsiBstHdBcmon,andtterriBdiftgfroaithe 
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bulk  bi]1,which  re<;^ulres  no  deniton  Ibr  three  years  to  come 
But  the  difference  is  greater  stiUifor-tbeUnd  bill  and  teiff 
bill  are  ordinary  acts  of  legisktion,  open  to  amentoen^ 
or  repeal,  by  ouraelves  and  Bucceaaorsi  but  tiie  charter  is 
to  tM  irrevocable,  unameDdable,  binding  upon  all  Con- 
g^reaaea  till  the  year  1851.  This  is  rank  usurpationt  and 
if  perpetrated  by  Congress,  and  afterwards  arrested  bp 
an  Executive  veto,  the  President  will  beoome  the  true  re- 
presentative of  the  peddle,  the  Aithftil  defender  of  tiidr 
rights,  and  the  defender  oftbe  rights  of  the  new  Coi^ireai 
which  which  will  assemble  under  the  new  census. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  his  remarks  with  showing  the  origin, 
and  also  the  extinction,  of  this  doctrine  in  Eni^and.  A 
tory  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  had  first 
granted  an  exclusive  privilege  to  the  Bank  oi  Enf^and, 
and  imposed  a  restriction  upon  the  right  of  future  Parlia< 
ments  to  eatablish  another  bank*  and  the  n^ni^  of  1836 
had  oondemned  tiiia  doctrine,  and  proscribed  its  eontimw 
ance  in  England.  The  charier  granted  to  tim  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  to  the  existing  bank  had  copied 
those  obnoxious  clauses;  but  now  titat  they  were  condemn* 
ed  in  England  sa  too  ui^just  and  odioua  for  tiiat  mmiaroltt- 
al  country,  they  ought  certainly  to  be  diaearded  in  tlua 
republic,  where  cquid  rights  was  the  vital  princqilo  and 
ruling  featore  of  iSl  our  uwtitutiona. 

There  was  now  aosB  fortbe  questioni  and,  on  ^*inon, 
the  amendment  was  rejected,  as  IbUowsi 

Y£A8 — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,Ellis,  Qmndy, 
Hayne,  Hill.  Kane,  King,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Taso> 
well.  Troup,  Tyler,  WhTte.— 16. 

NAY9.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  DsUss^ 
Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinf^uysen,  Hendricks,  Holmea,  John- 
ston, Kiugbt,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbiii% 
Robinson,  Ra^g^es,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Siuth,  Sprsgu^ 
Tipton,  T<Mdinson,  Wsggaman,  Webster.— 36. 

Mr.  Bsirros's  second  smendmcnt  was  as  follows: 

"That,  from  andafierthe  1st  day  of  April,  ISSflk  no 
member  of  Coi^reas,  or  officer  of  the  Feoeral  Govern* 
ment,  or  alien,  JmI  bdd  any  stock  in  said  bank." 

This  provision,  said  Mr.  B-,  is  ec^ed  from  the  charter 
of  the  &mous  Scottish  banks,  wluoh  are  now  consfdeted 
aa  the  modda  of  all  good  bankst  and  the  good  effsets  'A 
has  produced  fai  those  in^taitions  should  cnoeango  sB 
others  to  sssumsiL  The  proriiim  is  founded  in  the  jut 
medium  between  the  eomsMm  Mw  nindple  of  partner* 
ship^  whidi  mskes  each  partner  Wile  tar  the  wludn 
debts  of  the  concern,  and  the  eorp<mtion  prinaple,  which 
abaolvcs  each  partner  from  aU  Wuli^.  Eau  of  these 
extremes  waa  ecpuilly  umust  In  a  banking  institotion.  The 
liabili^  of  each  stockholda-  for  the  whole  debto  of  the 
corporation,  would  always  be  unjust  with  respeet  to  Um- 
sel^  and  nuntoiy  with  respect  to  tim  pnhliot  Htn  total 
exemption  mm  all  liabiHty  was  u^Jost  to  the  pMSfi,  m 
stockholders  might  continue  to  five  in  afflueitce,  whiln 
those  who  held  thev  notes  nugbt  be  reduced  to  beg^sty. 
Lis^ity  to  the  amount  of  the  stock  was  the  true  pTinci{dch 
and,  boides  bdng  just  in  itself,  waa  a  principle  of  eaiy 
application^  as  the  holders  of  the  notes,  on  die  fiulure  M 
the  bank,  could  immediately  bring  their  actions  against 
aoy  stockholder,  and  continue  to  recover  from  him  until 
he  had  paid  op  tike  amountof  his  stock. 

Bttf  tiM  &ct  wai^  that,  where  this  principle  pttvails^ 
there  was  no  occasion  to  enforce  it  It  waa  toe  tiue  cheok 
and  control  over  bankst  tiie  effectual  restrunt  upon  or«i>> 
issues.  The  Scottish  banka,  which  contained  it,  had  never 
stopped  paymentf  tiie  Bank  of  Enj^and,  wtueh  did  not 
contain  it,  had  tirioe  stopped,  it  was  tiie  true  sefwrity, 
and  the  only  one,  againiT  sudden  o^ianrioos  sod  oontrae* 
tiona  of  the  curreocy—Uuise  ebbs  and  flow^  in  wUdi 
there  is  a  deluge 'of  paper  to-day,  aad  even  bo^  nam 
inddi^  andadearthof  piVert^mofTow,  aMalldiebion 
aremined.  The prasanee of  aach a  ptorision prevsnts 
the  bmifc  from  nuamf  the  liA  at  Oeae  eipanMns  hni 

Digitized  by  Google 


Bank  oftiU  United  Stabt. 


1011 


GALES  &>  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1013 


Bmkf^Oe  UniteiSMet. 


[Jvn2,1833. 


eontraetiom,  and  keeps  it  to  fbe  nunc  iteadf  Une  of  biw- ' 
DeM  which  prudent  merdiants  and  tnden  follow.  It  was 
the  beat  of  nmediea  for  the  evib  to  which  banka  were, 
moitaubjeet;  it  waa  the  remedj  of  prevention!  fiffwher-' 
efor  it  existed,  it  had  prevented  oreriHiic^  moA  nupea-j 
■iom of  q>eeie payment.  Mr.  B.  niditwaaa  coaunon 
oittmon  now  in  the  remote  parts  <riF  tfie  Utuon,  that  the ' 
Ckireninient  of  the  United  States  was  responsible  for  tlie 
payment  of  the  notes  issued  by  the  Banc  of  the  Umted 
States.  itAny  people  were  deceived  by  the  name,  and 
nve  a  credit  to  the  bank  to  which  it  was  not  entitled. 
The  United  States  were  not  responnble  for  one  dollar  of 
diese  bank  notes.  If  the  bank  stopped  payment  to- 
morrow, not  a  dollar  would  this  Oorermnent  be  liidile  to 

Eyt  neither  would  the  stockholder*  be  liable.  It  was 
I  wish  to  realize,  in  some  derree,  the  belief  of  those 
peraom,  by  nuking- all  stockholder*  liable  to  the  amount 
of  their  stock,  of  course,  the  Goremment  with  others,  to 
the  smount  of  the  stock  held  by  it.  Forei^rs  alone 
could  not  he  reached  by  the  provinon,  as  their  residence 
in  fiwdgnconntriea  would  protect  them  agunst  suits;  and 
this  fomed  an  additional  ai^gument  against  the  admission 
9t  aliens  into  tlus  coiprntUm. 

The  question  beiitff  taken  on  this  amendment  it  was 
alao  rejected  by  the  tMlowlng-  rate: 

YEAS — Hestrs.  Benton,  Elfil,  Gnmdy,  Miller,  Bobin- 
son.  White. — 6. 

NAYS.— Heatrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Bucknep,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Diekeram,  Dudley,  Ewing.  Foot,  Frelinghuysen. 
H^e,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight, 
Naudain,  Foindexter,  Prentin,  Bobbins,  Bugles,  Sey- 
mour, Stiibee,  Smith,  Sprague,  TweweH,  Tipton, 
TomUnMin,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wa^aroan,  Webster.—^. 
Mr.  BsxTOH**  tnird  amendment  was  then  read: 
"  That  the  stockholders  in  said  corporation  shall  be  lia- 
ble in  their  individual  and  private  capacities  to  the  amount 
of  their  stock,  if  the  sud  corporation  should,  at  any  time, 
&il  or  refuse  to  pay  its  notes,  bills,  bonds,  obligations, 
draft*,  or  other  securities,  in  gold  or  Mlver  coin;  and 
tlie  holders  thereof  may  sue  said  stockholders  before  any 
tribunal  havingjurisdiction  thereof." 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  it  was  from  no  illiberal  prejudice 
agMnst  foreigners  that  he  proposed  to  exclude  them  from 
an  interest  in  this  national  institution.  If  foreirners  came 
to  the  United  States  to  live,  and  to  plant  their  posterity 
among-  us,  be  was  for  receiving  them  with  kindness  and 
respect,  and  extending  to  them  all  the  adnintages  of  our 
kmandOoTemmentt  but  while  these  fiffrigners remained 
in  Adr  own  countries,  subject  to  a  ferngn  prince,  and 
bound  by  their  allegiance  to  htm  to  prefer  his  interest  to 
ours,  whenever  they  came  in  conflict,  be  was  wholly  op- 
posed to  conferring  upon  them  powers  and  privileges 
which  would  enable  them  to  exercise  an  influence  over 
our  prosperi^,  \nd  to  engross  advantages  which  our  citizens 
would  rejnce  to  possess.  This  bank  is  called  a  national 
institutioni  it  even  bears  the  name  of  the  United  sAes, 
is  if  it  actually  belmnd  to  die  Federal  Govcmmcnti  yet 
at  thia  vety  moment  forngners  hold  eight  and  a  half  nul- 
Rons  of  the  stock,  are  rapidly  increasing  their  investments 
h)  it,  and  may,  'if  they  please,  become  its  sole  owners! 
How  contradictotv  and  absurd  that  a  national  institution 
should  belong  to  aliensl  That  a  bank  bearingthe  name  of 
the  United  States,  should,  in  fact,  be  the  private  property 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Great  Britain  1 

Money  is  called  the  nnews  of  war:  wliat  then  must  be 
the  condition  of  the  United  States,  if,  invohred  In  another 
war  widi  Great  Brit^,  all  these  sinews  should  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy^  But,  without  exten^ng  our 
•peculations  to  a  state  of  war,  which  may  be  remote,  and 
which  we  would  wish,  to  be  improbable,  it  is  sufficient  to 
contemplate  the  dangers  of  a  foreign  moneyed  influence 
amoi^  us  in  Ume  of  peace.  What  has  been  the  bane  of 
all  confcdexaeie^  ancient  and  modem  r  Was  it  not  fo- 


reign influence,  and  that  influence  procured  by  mon^^ 
Look  at  the  intrigues  of  Phifip  in  Greece;  look  st  the  is- 
trigues  of  the  neighboring  Powers  in  Uie  aflwi  of  the 
DiUch,  tbe  Swis^  imd  the  Germanic  confedersciea;  money 
waa  at  tbe  root  of  alltbeae  iirtiiguea;  ud  Ac  anifal  of 
anmes  was  always  preceded  by  the  cwraptioa  <^  otit^ 
and  writers.  Suppose  the  Bank  of  the  Uuted  States  to  * 
cmtinue  to  g£ile  into  the  hands  of  fwdgwer*  uirtil  it  s 
swallowed  up,  or  neariy  swallowed  up,  by  the  betedituy 
nobility,  the  prime  nunistera^  and  the  nulitary  and  ditu 
officers,  of  European  sovereigna;  will  not  this  fbreiga 
aristDcracjr  then  have  tbe  control  of  the  moneyed  power  of 
our  America?  And  will  they  not  use  tbstpowertoraiiei^ 
an  American  aristocracy,  and  to  deprcm  tbe  Aneiicu 
democracy?  Assuredly  they  will*  and,  asdieebaiter*ov 
stands,  they  may  not  only  use  their  own  mon^,  but  the 
cre<Ut  and  revenues  of  the  United  States,  to  comtpt  the 
press  and  the  Legislature,  to  govern  elections,  to  tunpcr 
with  individuals,  to  enrich  and  to  impoverish  whom  th^ 
please,  and  to  put  up  and  pull  down  public  men  sccora- 
ing  to  their  own  views. 

Utere  is  no  excuse  for  incurring  tlua  danger.  Fwejga 
capital  is  not  needed  in  tlie  United  States.  Our  ova 
citizens  have  more  than  they  can  empk^;  and,  bendes,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  needs  less  private  capital  ihu 
any  other  bank  in  the  world.  The  credit  and  reveniKtof 
the  United  States  andtbereceivabilityofitsnotesinpt;- 
ment  of  public  dues,  are  its  real  capital,  and  dimoiiih 
the  want  ttf  private  capital  tbrougliout  the  iiistibitioiw 
and  totally  di^eoae  with  it  in  one-tbird  of  tbe  bianebea 
Thit  is  known  to  every  body.  Then,  why  go  sbrosd  fat 
foreign  capital?  Our  own  citizens  are  applybg  f(>r  this 
charter;  they  are  offering  five  times  as  much  for  it  u  thcK 
foreigners  tmer;  then,  why  continue  the  monopoly  to  fo- 
reigners? If  the  capital  of  the  bank  was  three  tiiDes 
what  it  i^  every  dollar  of  the  stock  would  be  taken  bf 
our  own  atizens.  If  the  present  bank  was  broken  up  into 
three  independent  moderate  institution^  the  citizem  sf 
the  Sooth  and  West  would  qiuckly  aubacribe  br  onebuk 
each.  Berides,  the  dangoa  of  fitfeign  influence,  aadtbe 
injuTy  to  our  own  citizens,  from  pennittiog  foremen  to 
continue  to  bold  stock  in  this  bank.  Mr.  B.  dirat  con- 
siderably on  the  injury  which  wasdone  tothecoontiyfraii 
the  annual  transfer  of  money  from  the  United  Statet  to 
Europe,  to  pay  the  dividends  to  the  foreign  stockbdden- 
The  amount  now  annually  drawn  was  great;  it  was  on  the 
increase,  for  aliens  were  continually  engros«ng  stock;  it 
migbt  amount  to  the  whole  annual  profits  of  the  ImuiIe,  fir 
aliens  might  succeed  in  acquirit^  tbe  whole  stock;  isi 
then'tbe  American  citixens  might  pay  a  larger  reveuieto 
their  bank  lords  in  Burope  Uian  to  their  own  GoverDmoU 
in  the  United  States.  The  annual  profits  of  tbe  btsfc 
now  were  between  four  and  five  milliona  of  dollars;  tb^ 
might  be  carried  up  to  double  that  sum,  and  doubtles 
would  be  luider  the  new  and  extended  chatter;  and  llM 
the  people  of  America  would  find  th«r  resources  in  the 
hands  of  absentees,  to  be  expended  abroad  for  tbe  enrich- 
ment of  foreign  States. 

The  exclusion  of  members  of  Congress,  and  officer!  of 
Goveromeot,  from  partidpation  in  tbe  bank,  was  oect*- 
sary,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  B.,  to  the  puri^  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  to  the  better  administration  of  the  afiin  of 
the  bank.  One  of  the  most  baleful  operations  io 
tionalbank  was  the  burineai^  or  trick,  of  stoc^joMHOg- 
was  a  species  of  gamblng,  uiwbidi  public  mesaareswcR 
made  to  operate  upon  private  fortuaest  a  ^stem  of  put- 
ting up  and  pulling  down,  ro  idii^a  motion  in  Congr^ 
or  piece  news  from  a  department,  would  have  tbe 
effect  of  raising  or  depresKng  atocks,  and  throwing  ^ 
gains  and  speculations  in  the  hands  of  tbe  initiated,  stw 
expense  of  Aona/ije  bikers.  PubUe  men  sbouU  faanno 
temptatiMi  to  engage  in  such  {naetioes^  and,  tbmfi'^ 
should  have  no  imtvrcat  in  the  biak.  Afain:  tbefaaoKa 
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to  be  under  the  Miperrision  of  Congress}  it  has  a  right  to 
investigate  its  proceeding  to  condemn  its  conduct,  and 
to  order  a  tdrefaeiaa  against  it  for  riolatiotts  of  iia  charter. 
Is  it  to  be  fuppoaed  that  this  supervisory  power  will  ever 
be  exerted  ii  Congress  is  filled  with  ihe  stockholders 
of  the  bank?  The  evils  of  this  connexion  between  the 
officers  of  the  GovernmeBt  and  the  bank,  have  been  fully 
experieoced  in  Great  BtitMn,  where  members  of  Pariia- 
naent  had,  by  a  clause  iu  tiie  Bank  of  Eiwland  charter, 
a  rirtt  to  own  its  stock,  and  where  they  bad  almys  voted 
on  the  mde  of  the  bank  against  the  people  in  every  ques- 
tion between  them.  In  1797,  they  had  absolved  the  bank 
from  liabili^  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie,  and  afterwards 
made  the  notes  of  this  insolvent  bank,  Utat  is  to  say.  their 
own  notes,  a  le^I  tender  in  discharge  of  all  debts,  and 
condnued  that  iniquitooa  lav  fen- tven^-five  years.  To 
guard  against  such  dangers  in  America,  we  should  avoid 
the  cause  whicli  led  Cb  them  in  England,  and  exclude  our 
public  functionaries  from  all  interest  in  our  bank. 

Hr.  GRUNDT  said,  if  the  efiect  of  the  amendment 
would  be  that  the  individual  stockholders  would,  be  lia- 
ble for  all  the  debts  of  the  body  at  large,  be  sliould  vote 
•gunat  itf  but  if  it  were,  merely  intended  that  eachatoek* 
bidder  abouM  be  li^le  for  the  amount  of  the  stock  held 
by  himself,  it  would  be  an  improvement  in  the  bmeuage 
of  the  clause,  and  would  put  iU  meaning  beyond  douot,  to 
insert  the  word  "respectively"  after  "stock,"  to  read 
"  to  the  amount  of  their  stock  respectively." 

Hr.  BENTON  adopted  tfai*  su^estion. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  when  it 
was  rejected,  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Uessrs.  Benton,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Miller,  Uoore,  Robinson,  Troup,  Wlute. — 11. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  BacKiwr,  Cla^,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frehn^uysen, 
Hayne,  Hendricks.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Sibbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 33. 

Mr.  BxiTTos's  lourth  amendment  was  as  follows: 

**  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  issue  any  currencv 
wUchahall  not  be  payable,  on  demand,  at  the  branch  bank 
where  first  iBsue<£  and  subject  to  the  penaldes  for  non- 
payment, or  delay  of  payment,  mentioned  in  the  seven- 
teenth section  of  the  charter." 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  he  had  proposed  this 
amendment  to  test  whether  H  was  intended  to  make  the 
bank  a  spede-paytng  bank,  or  the  contrary-  He  would 
aafc  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  by  the  following  votes 

YEAS— Messn.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Grun- 
dy, Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Hangum,  Marcy,  Miller, 
Moore,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 17. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  CUy,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dicker- 
son,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuyseo,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Kn^t,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Robblns^ 
Rob'uison,  Bugles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Siiutb,  Sprague, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Waggamon,  Webster,  Wilkins.- 37. 

Mr.  MARCY  iqse  to  move  an  amendment,  that  ijothing 
ID  the  act  contained  should  be  construed  to  prevent  Cofl- 
gress  from  modifying,  altering,  orcbangingthe  same  after 
thelOthofApri^  1836. 

Mr.  M.  observed,  that,  in  chartering  State  banks,  the 
States  were  in  the  habit  of  reserving  this  power  to  them- 
selves. He  thou^t  thiU.  Congress  ^ould  have  the  same 
reservation. 

Mr.  MARCY  and  Mr.  HILL  both  rose  tiwetber,  to  ask 
ibr  the  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  ordered  accordingly. 
The  vote  was  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Gnin^,  Hayne, 
UendrickB,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Marcy,  Moore,  Tazewell, 
Troop,  Tyler,  White — 15.  - 

NAYS.—MeMrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Clay,  Oayton,  Dalla^ 


Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knigb^  Mangum,  MUler,Naud8iI^  Pcundexter,  Pren- 
tiss, Robbing  Robmsmi,  Rugries,  Wuguman,  Webster, 
Wilkins.— 29. 

Hr.  TAZEWELL  tlien  moved  to  amend  the  clause 
(relative  to  the  term  of  the  duration  of  the  charter)  by 
■trikinr  out  fifteen  and  inserting  ten.  His  reasons,  he  said^ 
for  wiwing  to  substitute  ten  years,  in  lieu  of  fifteen,  arose 
from  the  attempted  proviuon  to  give  Congress  a  control 
over  the  charter  of  the  bank  having  been  rejected.  Bv 
this  and  other  decisions,  the  Senate  had  voted  that  this 
great  moneyed  institution  should  come  into  the  bands  of 
they  knew  not  whom,  and  the  currency  be  regulated  at 
their  discretion.  Now,  unce  tlie  Senate  thought  that 
Congressshouldnot  have  power,  by  such  restrictions,  over 
the  currency,  he  hoped,atleas^  that  there  would  be  a  rci- 
atriction  OD  the  length  of  time  that  tlus  power  was  to  be 
wielded  by  the  bank.  Those  who  bad  sent  them  (the 
Senate)  there,  did  not,  probably,  calculate  that  the  power 
vested  in  them  they  should  delegate  away  to  others.  If 
they  bad  supposed  that  Congress  would  Ulus  have  dele- 
gated away  such  rights,  he  [Mr.  T.]  a|>prehended  they 
would  have  sud  to  them,  in  such  case,  if  it  must  be  so, 
make  the  term  of  the  delegated  power  as  short  as  possi- 
ble. And  ten  years,  he  was  confident,  would  be  found 
long  enough  to  vest  such  power  in  tlus  COTporation;  and 
he  should,  therefore,  urge  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DALLAS  said  that  the  fixing  of  any  particular  time 
for  the  duration  of  the  charter  was,  altogether,  an  arbi- 
trary measure.  The  time  fixed  by  the  committee  was 
predicated  on  what  had  been  the  practice,  heretofore,  in 
granting  former  charters.  Yet,  the  last  chuter,  stUl  in 
force,  was  foralonger  period— thatoftwentyyears.  But 
the  committee  were  induced  to  shorten  the  present  term^ 
from  the  reflection  that  the  bank  diflerBoow  from  what  tt 
did  formerly;  being,  at  present,  in  full  operation.  Be- 
sides, the  early  application  for  the  new  charter,  some 
three  or  four  years  in  anticipation,  would  operate  with 
the  fifteen  years  proposed  as  equivalent  to  eighteen.  To 
this  view  of  the  comnuttee  he  had  acceded,  in  every  way 
posnble.  Mr.  D.  would  remark  that  the  chai^  of  their 
ptiug  to  the  bank  unrestricted  power  over  the  currency, 
beyond  the  control  of  the  Government  was  too  broadt  it 
went  too  far.  The  charter  contuned  every  restricti(» 
that  was  necessary.  The  bank,  in  its  means  of  doing 
good,  and  every  thing  that  was  beneficial  to  the  country, 
was  uncontrolled — to  effect  any  mischief,  strongly  re- 
stricted. It  had  not,  heretofore,  done  any  mischief  nor 
could  it  now;  for,  where  they  have  seemingly  gone  be- 
yond the  charter.  Congress  has  interfered,  and  would 
interfere  again;  and,  in  me  event  of  their  going  an  iota 
beyond,  would  abrogate  it  altogether.  Then,  looking 
the  restrictions  which  the  present  charter  contained,  assur- 
edly the  accusation  that  had  been  made  was  too  broad. 
But  there  was  one  great  objection — one  strong  reason 
against  shortening  the  charter)  and  that  was,  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  warm  excitement  which  ^  discussion 
of  the  subject  alwaya  caused — an  excitement  vtuch  be- 
came general  throughout  the  country,  and  wluch,  in  the 
present  instance,  has  been  both  felt  and  seen.  Beude% 
the  stockholders  had  made  too  early  an  application  for  tl)e 
renewal  of  their  charter.  The  measure  had  been  forced 
on  Congress  by  the  interest  created.  The  same  feeUng 
might  be  expected  to  recur  prior  to  every  renewal}  um 
thus  it  would  be  impolitic  to  brii^  oo  the  same,  at  sucb 
short  intervals. 

If  you  bring  the  measure  up  again  within  ten  years,  and 
that  again  its  discussion  is  commenced  four  or  five  yeses 
antecedent  to  the  Umitation  of  its  chsrter,  the  whole  time 
Congreu  would  be  occupied,  to  the  neglect  of  eveiy 
thing  beude.  If  for  no  other  reason,  then,  but  that  of 
self-d.  efence,  be  [Mr.  D.]  thought  the  period  should  not 
be  sl|ort«ncd.   Ue  would  add,  as  regarded  bis  individual 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1015 


GALES  So  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1016 


Jkmk  eftke  VnUei  AWc 


•pinkm,  if  it  hf  iridi  Mm,  he  woaUtake  ft«n  iboie  vbo 
lud  a  it*ke  in  the  bftnk  tSi  (ntereit  in  nakir^  a^plica- 
tion*  for  a  reeharter— even  from  caHii^  for  legUatiTe  de- 
liberation on  the  nibject  Hie  intereat  thut  had  in  ob- 
taining a  reeharter  was  produetiTe  of  miachief;  and  the 
■liachicf  wai  liable  to  be  increased^  if  the  interest  so  felt 
Aould  bent  etectioneeringr  poKey  to  aid  the  cause.  But 
to  poKtteal  exdteBient  in  the  pablic  mind  he  was  hr 
fton  beinf  adverse.  He  rather  rejoiced  in  it,  and  looked 
on  it  as  generdlT  salnbuy  in  its  results. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  replied.  If  he  required  my  addi- 
tkmal  argument  in  support  of  his  motion,  tbe  Senator  ftttm 
l^nsylvBTua  [Mr.  Dallas]  had  funusbedttinhisanswer. 
What  has  now  been  avowed?  The  charter  mutt  be  pro- 
lenXMl  to  ^event  those  Imtii^  an  interest  in  its  rechar* 
ter  mm  intetfcripy  fat  and  uiiBuendBC  tiie  eteetions.  Is 
lUs  tbt  reason  given  to  us  to  prove  ttie  neoesritr  for  its 
proloiigation,  in  order  that  we  may  prevent  such  inter- 
fcience,  and  guard  against  the  influence  of  this  monej 
MfporatioD^  He  [Hr.  T.]  had  proposed  to  substitute  ten 
yctnasthe  terra;  but  if,  after  this  STOwalt  any  gentleman 
would  propose  to  make  it  for  one  yesr,  he  would  vote  for 
■Dcb  propoHtion  with  more  pleasure  than  for  his  own 
When  he  bad  proposed  his  substitute,  he  had  stated  but  a 
ringic  motive  for  the  necesritjr  of  the  amendment,  and 
that  was  the  intangibility  of  the  bank  by  Coiigressi  for  he 
thou||iht  that  intangibility  should  not  be  granted  for  long 
duration.  To  this  restriction  against  Congress  changing 
the  charter  during  its  continuance,  after  its  policy  had 
been  once  fixed,  he  hail  no  objection  to  Bubso^bc.  Let 
It  have  settled  interests,  and  so  long  to  abide.  For  this 
ffcaMMi  be  would  wish  to  leave  it  fieet  and,  if  the  public 
good  reqt^red  it,  let  Congress  be  bound— be  restmned 
Jron  sAer  intermeddlii^  witfi  it  for  a  cert^  period.  But 
If  such  WW  to  be  the  case,  let  that  period  be  as  short  as 
possible.  We  were  now  about  to  reeharter,  in  1S33,  say 
ten  rears  more  from  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  in 
1836,  and  this  would  make  a  lertn  of  fourteen  years, 
which  was  certainly  long  enough.  Longer  than  this,  we 
ihoukl  not  bind  ourselves.  If  good,  in  ten  years  its  be- 
•cSts  would  be  seen  and  acknowledged.  l(  cm  die  eon- 
traiy,  it  lAiall  prove  a  curse,  shall  we  bind  ourselves  for 
•0  long  a  period  from  effecting  a  remedy?  It  would  ap- 
pear, if  the  arguments  of  its  friends  were  good,  that  we 
riwMild  even  further  prolong  its  duration.  If  this  were  a 
salotBry  measure,  in  place  of  being  an  evil^  if  it  were  a 
pubUc  benefit,  let  us,  in  God's  name,  make  the  term  at 
once  fifty  years;  ay,  or  five  hundred.  But  he  appre- 
hended the  neccanty  for  occanonal  recurrence  to  first 
prindfto  woukl  he  Mtj  and  certainly  every  ten  Tears 
«M  too  teUom,  in  his  opinion,  to  recur  to  them.  For  his 
part,  he  wished  they  would  recur  to  Uicm  more  frequently 
than  for  some  time  had  been  the  habit 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dallas]  had  said 
that  the  charter  was  guarded  by  many  salutary  restiic- 
tions.  When  have  mere  words  been  bindingon  interested 
parties,  or  of  aught  effect?  Look  at  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States — a  document  sacred — of  tenfold  more 
weight  than  ai^  set  whatsoereri  and  wiiat  reqiect  has 
been  paid  to  its  worffing,  or  the  tenor  of  its  language? 
Are  we  not  in  the  d«}y  habit  of  fHtteting  it  away— of  in- 
terpreting it — of  putting  constructions  on  it  which  its  fra- 
Kers  denied  it  could  contain?  And  have  we  not  had  evi- 
dence of  the  faith  that  may  be  placed  in  thb  corporation 
when  interest  shaH  dictate '  What  liad  been  said  by  a  Se- 
nator from  Georgia,  when  speaking  of  the  former  charter? 
That,  had  he  thought,  by  tiiat  enactment,  that  the  States 
were  exeloded  from  the  right  of  taxation  within  their  own 
Jurisdiction,  he  would  never  have  voted  fbr  it.  And  this 
Senator  was  one  of  ita  framera,  converssnt  with  the  import 
and  meaning  intended;  and  yet  this  very  right  we  have 
jOit  seen  token  away  by  a  vote  of  this  Senate.  And  if  we 
«ft  to  tmkm  ^  cwhiMis  an  I,  srfd  Mr.  T.,  to  tie 


State  for  so  long  a  period?  If  vomtogiMrtttbt 
tion  for  a  time,  let  ua  recnr  to  our  own  power  u  fre- 
quently as  possible.  Mr.  T.,  in  eondumm,  sDoded  ts  tbe 
practice  of^ nsuing  braitch  bank  orders  made  payable,  Im 
sud,  probably  five  hundred  or  one  thousand  inks  ofT— i 
practice,  bi  bis  otunton,  illegal.  Bendes,  frooi  the  dee* 
■on  which  had  Just  been  made,  as  regarded  one  of  tk 
amendments  proposed  byttw  Senator  from  Umam, 
[Mr.  Bnroa,  1  m  hank  would  not,  in  reality,  be  a  wpta^ 
paying  bank;  for  it  could  be  so  arranged,  by  givu^  dnlte 
on  St.  Louis  in  Porlkod— in  Fortbml  m  St.  Looi^  he., 
that  the  supposed  power  of  oblaliiiny  i^csie  m 
nominal. 

Mr.  DALLAS  said  he  nugh^  very  poaably,  ia  ^  ex- 
prcsnon  of  his  opimons  idth  regard  to  ttw  motioa  ludtr 
conttdention,  have  &iled  to  oo— nicste  tte  idea  he  lad 
in  his  miml,  u  the  gentfeman  from  Virginia  secmcdto 
have  nusunderstood  him.  He  did  not,  in  tak»g  put  b 
tills  discusnon,  consider  himself  for  one  moBicnt  u 
advocate  of  the  bank.  He  was  here  in  tbe  disebsrfe 
a  public  duty,  and  he  ihoald  endeavor  to  Aschuceit 
bithfolly;  and,  if  ever  he  overstepped  the  line  of  «ifft 
and  became  the  public  or  private  advocate,  he  AoMm- 
fer,  as  he  would  deserve,  in  the  estimation  of  tbe  Seoste 
and  of  the  public  at  large.  He  ^  not  mean,  wff  ^  be 
say,  that  he  deprecated  a  popular  examination  intosbuM 
that  this  corporation  migtit  commit — not  that  he  wttm 
avoid  popular  excitement;  tiiat  was  not  the  Mtqw  oS  In* 
remarks.  Tliese  popular  extntetnento  are,  on  nwny  oc- 
casions, in  the  highest  degree,  salutary;  and  during  tbe 
course  of  his  public  life,  he  had,  on  more  than  one  oc» 
non,  endeavored  to  provoke  them  as  tenfiuf  to  pnn^ 
the  public  atmosphere.  The  idea  he  intendea  to  caa*^ 
was,  that,  locAingat  the  pnctieal  •pemlkma  and  rcli^ 
of  tiie  bulk,  it  was  necessary  to  deprivo  it  of  Ac 
fbr  mixing  in  political  movements.  Do  we  not  ■ee,frM 
day  to  day,  that  the  gn»X  interest  which  the  stocUuilden 
have  in  the  institution  gives  them  an  induoement  to  eit 
gage  in  political  operations;  and,  if  that  inducement  doM 
exist,  the  less  you  can  make  it  conristent  with  a 
able  time  fer  tbe  Government  agun  to  have  tiie  www 
of  the  institution,  tbe  lev  frequent  will  be  tbe 
excitement  connected  with  It' 

It  was  true  that  many  things  have  taken  place  in  tk 
corporation  that  may  not  have  been  antidpkted  by  tiwie 
who  framed  its  cltarter.  It  was  imposnble,  however,  for 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  speak  fw  othen.  Tk 
judicial  decision  referred  to  may  nave  been  foreieen  wo 
expected  by  other  gentlemen  who  Voted  on  tbe  bsnkcfatf- 
tcr,  though  not  by  the  gentieman  fiom  Georgiai  i^dAe 
dedsion  agunst  tbe  rigiit  of  tbe  Statea  totaxtudw 
orders  of  the  branch  banki^  may  have  received  timr  en- 
tire acquiescence.  One  or  two  gentlemen,  wbstever 
be  their  own  sentiments,  cannot  pretend  to  answer  ft»the 
rest.  A  variety  of  things  mighthappen  to  change  puUe 
opinion  in  the  course  of'^ten,  lif^n,  or  twenty  y*y^  *J 
great  and  leading  results  of  which  might  be  anticipated 
and  provided  for  by  a  legislator  so  inte1%ent  as  tbe  Sesi- 
t^  from  Virginia;  but  sJl  tbe  minor  resulto  can  be  h»- 
seen  by  no  human  eye.  In  detemining  tbe  cxpeiKe*? 
or  inexpediency  of  abbreviating  tile  charter  of  the  buik, 
the  Senate  must  be  governed  by  other  coMidcratioMtJw 
those  connected  with  the  corporation;  it  must  depend 
alone  on  pnblic  consideration,  whether  the  charteri^tol* 
prolonged  or  abbreviated.  II  was  often  difficult  to  deier- 
mine  the  precise  period  to  which  legislation 
tend.  That  we  often  do  lepslate  fbr  an  indefinite  pawl, 
and  deprive  aubseqiient  Legislatures  from  reviewing  osr 
acta,  is  beyond  all  question.  Congrea  had  ^ittoti  nt* 
8tate^  and  agreed  with  them  on  the  tertna  and  conditoni 
upon  which  they  should  enter  into  tiie  Dnion,  to  Iwl  «■ 
long  as  the  Unioo  itaelf  Every  dw^  pmotiee  ia 
tion  prcwnled  eonlraeli  catered  Mto  Id  eadoic 
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indeftmte  p«tiod.  There  h  a  pro|KMitMni  before  Congrea 
fbr  Boeh  a  contract,  tiiat  wfll,  if  adopted,  opente  to  fte 
escloiion  of  future  Ugidatioa.  We  have  bad  apropoii- 
tlonftr  ftKi*dutlr«duetion  of  Untariffi  aadhe  bdieved 
ttat  one  or  the  tMiA  wai  not  to  tite  eflkct  until  the  next 
Conrreta.  The  eomndttee,  in  km&ng  tMa  charter,  had 
not  been  partieukriy  attadied  to  any  particular  aumber 
of  yeara  for  ita  duration.  They  fbund  that  all  the  former 
banks  of  tiieUiuted  Statea  bad  been  chartered  fto  alonfer 
period  than  Uiey  pn^Maed  to  ^larter  tlua  one.  All  the 
experience  they  had,  went  to  ahow  thait  twenty  jeara  had 
heretefbreheeBoon^deredareafonable  tiac  Haketiic 
duiter  aa  ahort  aa  you  pleaae,  and  it  wffl  be  abused  if 
tboM  who  hare  tite  goreraawnt  of 'the  inatiti^on  are  ^ 
poaed  to  do  BO;  and  make  it  as  hn^  as  jou  please,  and  it 
nerer  will  be  abused  if  they  are  grorenied  by  correct 

Erineiples.  Let  tbe  bank  ever  come  in  conflict  with  At 
i^amtn*  of  the  nation,  and  the  charter  will  be  Ibund  to 
be  aa  weak  as  any  g«ntienuui  on  that  Boor  wM  de^  it 
to  be.  In  hia  apprdienrion,  noAinc  was  lo  walk,  aooon*! 
temMibly  weak,  as  a  moneyed  corporation.  It  ia  lo^ed 
aA  with  mneh  jealousy  by  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
•nd  though  ouer  powers  may  be  overlooked,  the  money 
power  is  liable  to  strict  and  uneea«ng  scrutiny.  That 
finitation  vt  the  charter  to  fifteen  yean  had  been  scanned 
over  and  over  again  tn  the  committee  who  had  been  satis- 
fied so  to  report  it;  and  really  the  difference  between 
ten  years  and  fifteen  was  so  sli^t  aa  not  to  be  worthy  of  dis- 
pute, tt  he  ttooght,  with  ttM  gentlemen,  that  the  power 
of  the  bank.w«a  mtfimltcd,  ana  not  wiAin  the  eontr<d  of 
Congress,  he  would,  prefer  its  being  renewed  from  year 
to  year;  but,  being  «  a  ififferent  opinion,  having  no  ap- 
prehen^ns  on  tiiat  account,  he  riiould  f  ote  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HATNE  siud  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  TAcawxu]  was  the  rimple  propon- 
tton  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  charter  to  ten  years  in 
hoc  of  fifteen.  If  it  cotiM  be  shown  that  the  period  of 
fteen  years  was  preferable,  why,  so  fiu-,  good;  but  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dalus]  had  gone  ftirther; 
he  tdls  ua  ttu*  thia  prolongation  of  the  time  is  not  only 
wise,  but  it  is  necessary  to  prevent,  at  too  frequent  re- 
currence, the  interference  or  those  interested  in  the  bank 
in  our  elections,  its  political  operation  and  influence  on 
jMlblic  affkirs,  and  to  deprive  it  of  the  motives  for  lueh 
mterierence.  Such  was  the  avowal  of  the  gentleman  who 
Mood  as  ito  organ  on  this  floor,  and  who  had  ttie  framing 
•f  the  {iresent  charter.  If  thn  be  true,  that,  ftir  soch  r«a- 
•OD,  it  is  necessary  to  guard  agunst  such  influence,  in 
pUce  of  restriction,  we  are,  it  appears,  to  legislate  by  ex- 
tending its  time,  by  loosening  Uie  hands  ofCongreas  so 
■nodi  longer  from  the  power  of  control.  He  [Mr.  H.] 
was  of  opinion  that  more  guards  and  restrictions  were  ne- 
eesaary,  and  in  this  he  aiffered  from  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania.  The  rentleman  had  admitted  that  abuses 
n^ghtoeeuri  It  was  uao  argued  fat  defence  diat  there  waa 
no  danger  of  audi  abuse;  that  the  bank  waa  too  weak  to 
make  such  attempt.  This  great  nwrneyed  eorpraation  too 
weak!  What,  «r,  this  bank  weak,  to  which,  by  the  en- 
actments that  have  been  carried,  the  power  of  regulating 
tbe  whole  currency  of  the  country,  from  Hune  to  west 
of  the  Roe^  Mountwns,  has  been  giren^  But  they  are 
bound  by  the  words  of  a  restrictive  character;  in  the 
chsatef  it  is  sidd — what,  sir,  does  a-  moneyed  civporation ' 
«at«  fer  auch  verbal  reatrietiona?  Thtr  have  power,  at 
diaeretion,  to  change  the  currency  at  their  pleaaurei  uey 
can  depreciate  the  value  of  property,  by  simply  drawing 
m  their  discounts,  and  thus  acquire  it  on  their  own  terms. 
R  is  absurd,  then,  to  say  that  the  bank  is  weak;  it  is  made 
atrmiger  than  the  Government  itsdf.  Look  at  the  deci- 
■on  which  the  Senate  had  made,  preventing,  in  elbct, 
apede  payments.  Such  pro^sion  had  beee  ttm^llt  ne- 
ecamry  to  make  spede  piymata  ebigHery  hy  tM  oan> 


mittee  who  had  deliberated  on  tbe  measure  and  rgKvtcd 
the  bill;  but  the  ftienda  the  bank  HA  not  think  fit  to 
rettdn  this  section,  and  they  had  now  stricken  out  what  their 
own  committee  thought  advbnble.  Mr.  H.  then  aBoded 
to  the  magidtnde  of  me  evU  timt  had  grown  up  fr<om  what 
he  denounced  as  the  issue  of  base  paper;  tbe  branch  bank 
drafts  put  into  circulation;  to  the  diAcnlty,  Ao  fanpoMj- 
bili^,  of  caurinr  tfie  bank  to  make  spede  paymentat  from 
their  notes  not  being  payable,  but  (probably)  at  a  distant 
branch  where  issued,  that  thus  the  all  ftir  spede  most  bo 
answered  by  tiie  State  bank^  who  could  not  rcfiise,  and 
diat  under  such  mtcm  no  State  bank  eoiMexiat  but  af  the 
mere  win  and  jMasure  of  titia  Met  menayed  institotkm. 

Ifr.  CLAT  said  the  proposiDoa  heibte  ^  Semte  to 
Kmit  the  charter  of  the  bank  to  ten  instead  of  fifteen 
years,  was  one  wUch  n^ht  have  been  (fiaeumed  witii  re- 
nrd  to  Ha  reasonableness,  and  with  reference  to  ita  cxpe- 
weney;  bn^  instead  of  that,  they  had  beendmWn  into  the 
Jiscuaiion  of  etdlMeral  mattery  and  argumento  had  been 
osed,  wUdi  ft  beoame  ttie  friends  of  die  bank  to  take 
notice  Who,  he  asked,  hu  add  that  the  bank  wQI 
lake  part  in  pdltteal  movement,  unlem  the  <ABit«r  is  so 
pmlonged  as  to  take  awar  the  temptadon  to  do  ao.'  The 
gcntlcmao  fnn  Penn^vaiua  [nx.  Dalus]  baa  add 
something  which  the  gentleman  from  Vnjgintt  caught  at 
with  great  avidity,  from  which,  in  hia  opinion,  tlie  dedue- 
tion  oottld  not  be  made  that  the  bank  would,  in  any  event, 
take  part  in  political  contentions.  There  was  all  the  di^ 
ferenoe  in  tibe  world  bttwecn  the  practicnl  efibct  of  peB- 
tlcal  movementa,  and  au«h  an  ln|puiitatlon  of  tbebaiuc  aa 
may  create  motives  tar  Aem.  So  fer  from  the  bank*fe 
ever  taking  part  in  any  politied  questions,  he  unbedtat- 
ingly  aUd,  in  bis  place,  uerc  was  not  the  digfateat  color 
fbr  such  a  diarge.  R  had  been  said  that  the  ag^tittian  of 
the  question  tbe  renewal  of  the  bank  eharter,  at  thb 
time,  was  premature;  but  who,  he  asked,  first  provoked 
it?  Did  the  bank.'  No,  sir;  you  must  lo^  to  the  news- 
papers of  the  country;  yon  must  look  to  the  demagoguca 
the  country,  for  any  premature  exdtement  that 
haa  been  created  on  this  question.  But  to  oome  back  to 
tbe  question  before  the  Senate,  the  amendmeat  Kmlting 
the  charter  to  a  period  of  ten  years  from  its  commence- 
ment, I  say  agdn,  sir,  that  thia  is  a  question  to  be  dedded 
conformably  to  the  fitneas  of  thinga--lnr  the  lig^ta  of  ex- 
perience emanating  from  the  general  practice  of  the 
eoantij.  tf  you  look,  to  former  banks  chartered  by  the 
Uiuted  States  you  will  find  that  tareatar  yeara  is  ahmya 
conddetwd  a  leasenable  durdioD  of  their  diartert  and  if  you 
look  to  Ae  numberlcH  banks  m  the  States,  you  iriU  see 
that  dmost  all  of  them  bave  been  chartered  for  that  lengtk 
of  time.  Tbe  operationa  of  thia  bank  wiB  extend  over  a 
vast  continent;  and  why  not  ^ve  a  charter  of  twen^ 
yean  to  tiiia  aa  well  aa  to  banks  whose  business  ia  confined 
to  a  lio^  State?  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Tasswul]  spoke  of  the  weakncm  of  paper  restriction^ 
and  sdd  that  ne  had  seen  vioUtions  of  the  constitution 
agdn  and  again.  Gentlemen  ought  not  Ugbtly  to  mako 
such  aaiertions.  What  are  these  violations  of  tbe  consti- 
tution that  the  gentleman  dludes  to  >  There  are  a  varie^ 
of  opinions  entertdned  with  respect  to  a  proper  construe- 
tion  of  the  eonstituticm.  On  tne  constitotiondity  of  the 
tariff,  a  vast  mijori^  of  the  people  of  the  Umted  Stirtes 
entertdn  o|Hntons  cpporito  to  moae  entertdned  by  the 
gentleman  and  Ms  AieMat  and  haa  ^  gendeman  a  right 
to  attribute  to  this  mdorihr  opiiuons  hossue  to  the  oonstitu- 
tion,  any  more  than  t&ey  have  to  charge  him  with  a  dispo- 
sition to  vidde  that  instrument }  Such  aasertions,  calculated 
to  weaken  tbe  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  Govern- 
nMnt,  ought  not  to  be  made  without  bring  aupported  by 
some  specific  dlegations,  other  Uian  thoae  dineicnecs  of 
opinion  wluch  bcKmged  to  human  nature,  and  were  lif 
separabltfbomour  fireelnstitutioBs.  Mr.  C.  here  entarod 
into  an  argument  at  length  in  tuppm^of  llic  lagdl^  of 
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Uie  eorren^  of  the  bank  in  the  shape  of  orden,  and  con- 
cluded bv  contenting  that  the  strilung  out  the  provition 
limiting'  the  iasuea  of  notes  to  the  branches  where  payable 
was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  rote  of  the  Senate 
compelling  the  bank  to  receive  in  pigment  at  ill  of  the 
branches  the  iwtes  of  any  of  them. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  obaerred,  that  though  the  diMus- 
tton  on  the  amendment  rabnutted  by  him  had  been  pro- 
tracted,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  see  1^  lie  vas  not  the  author  of  it.  He  had  nude  a 
very  wmple  proposition  to  limit  the  charter  of  the  bank 
to  ten  years,  instead  of  6fteen,  and,  in  support  of  it,  said 
that,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  intangible  by  legisUtion 
daring  the  period  of  Its  le^sd  existence,  and  as  they  were 
about  to  ftnp  themselves  of  all  future  power  over  one  of 
the  moit  unportant  nibjecta  of  l^Wation,  that  regulating 
the  ciuTeney  tiw  eonntry,  and  about  ^so  to  strip  tbe 
States  of  the  power  of  taxation,  it  would  be  prudent  to 
fimit  the  existence  of  the  institution  to  a  diorter  period 
than  that  named  in  Ac  bill,  inasmuch  as  they  could  not 
foresee  all  the  results  of  their  present  legislation.  He 
made  a  ample  proposition  to  abbreviate  the  term  of  the 
existenoe  of  the  bank,  and  aasigned  his  Hmple  reasons  in 
support  of  it.  And  what  was  the  answer.^  "nie  gentler 
man  from  Pennaylvaiua  agreed  that  the  motion  ou^t  not 
to  prevail,  because,  if  it  did,  jrou  would  furnish  motive* 
{br  this  bank  to  intermit^le  m  the  political  eoncenu  of 
thecountiy. 

Having  to  mention  my  original  propootion  thus  answer- 
ed, what  (Ud  I  say  i^fainst  the  answer?  Tbat  it  had  been 
affirmed,  fat  the  first  time  here,  tint  this  bank  m^^t  in- 
temuna^  in  the  pdUtioal  ooncems  of  the  country.  Then 
came  the  answer  of  the  Senatw  frmn  Penmylvuiia.  He 
4id  not  say  that  the  bank  would  intermingle  in  the  politi- 
cal eoncems  of  the  country,  but  he  referred  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Pennqrlvania,  and  did  say, 
that,  if  this  was  the  argument,  let  us  make  the  charter 
iodefinitei  if  excitement  was  an  evil,  the  longer  it  was 

futoff  the  better.  What  was  next?  The  Senator  from 
ennsylvaoia  had  'contended  that  the  restnclions  in  the 
eharter  were  abundant.  To  this,  he  answered,  by  asking 
the  question,  when  did  pi^per  restrictions  have  any  force? 
Even  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  bad  been  vio- 
lated again  and  again.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Hr.  Ci^Ax]  then  took  him  to  task,  and  said  that  such 
asaeraons  ought  not  to  be  madc)  that  they  weakened  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  Government)  denied  that 
the  comtitution  had  ever  been  violated,  and  spoke  of  the 
constibitional  opinions  on  the  tariff  held  by  bo  large  a 
■>Bjori|^  of  the  people  of  the  Umted  Sutes.  Sir,  if  1 
could  find  the  book,  I  would  refer  to  the  Unguage  once 
held  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself  in  relation  to 
4>c  constitutionally  of  this  charter.  I  am  sure  that  even 
now  the  honorable  Senator  will  agree  with  mo  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  were  violations  of  the  constitution. 

To  refer  to  other  gentiemen,  show  me,  said  Mr.  T.,  the 
man  who  will  not  say  that,  in  some  instances,  the  constitu- 
tion has  been  violated.  Is  it  not  the  commim  topic  every 
day'  I  neednot  go  beyond  this  sBMon,  oractsof  tbbacU 
mmiitraikm,  to  find  charges  of  ntdation  of  the  constitution. 

May  I  not  aay  to  eveiy  gentleman,  you  have  said  this,  and 
you  have  sud  that,  and  m  all  I  a(p^  y°^-  ' 
never  heard  any  grave  mansay  seriously  that  the  constitu- 
tion luid  been  violated,  that  I  did  not  perfectly  agree 
with  him.  But  with  respect  to  his  argument  referred  to. 
Bemember  be  was  speaking  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
tihe  Uidted  Statest  and  his  argument  was  an  illustration 
nere^.  He  said  not  one  word  about  the  tariff,  or  the  opi- 
uona  entertuned  aa  to  its  constitutionaKtv.  Perhaps  be 
might  properly  have  gone  further,  and  referred  to  higher 
authority  than  even  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  said  that  writtc^i  instnunenta  bad,  at  all  timci^  beco 
permttd  by  tiic  hand  of  power* 


But  he  was  to  ^cify,  and  he  did  spedfyt  he  hid  wi 
that,  under  the  charter,  as  then  amended,  tliere  would  not 
be  a  specie-paying  bank.  He  knew  that  gentlemen  did 
not  beheve  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of  the  unend. 
ments;  but  the  gcntleaian  from  SfMith  Csroliiu  had  full; 
demonstrated  it  After  aome  further  remari»  in  &nr  of 
liuuting  the  diarter,  and  in  WfHy  to  Mr.  Cut,  Mr.  T. 
went  on  to  My,  in  reference  to  the  arj^ront  of  Hr.  Dii- 
us,  and  the  Tarinu  opinioos  entertamed,  tiiat  toBe  m. 
tiemen  honettly,  and  pcrtiaps  wisely,  were  in  finorofca. 
lai^ng  the  powers  of  the  Fedenil  Government,  ud 
thought  they  were  taking  the  wisest  course  to  promote  tht 
general  welfiue,  by  l^^ting  to  that  «)di  and  one  let  of 
gentlemen  dreaded  popular  excitement  as  the  greatest  of 
evils,  while  othm  thought  that  excitement  was  nece«u7, 
and  entertuned  much  greater  apprehenrions  of  the  coom. 
quenees  of  a  state  of  apathy  jjid  indiffisreBce  u  pubEc 
questioai^  on  tiie  part  of  the  people.  Wearenukiogibe 
experinwn^  said  Mr.  T.,  of  a  republican  GoventiiKiit, 
such  as  was  never  before  made  in  the  world.  It  msf  be 
an  evil  for  the  people  to  be  cx<uted{  but  it  is  a  lurc  ud 
inevitable  destruction  to  our  r^ublican  institution^  lot 
them  to  sink  into  a  state  of  apathy  and  indiffereitce. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  repUed.  He  had  suppoaed  tbst  ^ 
Government  heretofore,  in  fixii^  the  duration  the  chu^ 
ter,hadnotdone80withoutduec(HiudentimL  Hethou^ 
the  mere  matter  or  time  of  litde  consequence,  prondtd 
the  clause  was  properly  guarded)  and  in  the  presoitchir. 
ter  there  was  every  safety.  The  genUeman  from  Vc- 
^ia  [Hr-  TizawKu]  had  expressed  his  pleinire  in 
being  afforded  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  a  term  of  one 
yeari  bat  he  [Mr.  W.]  had  not  a  doubt  but  the  houff. 
able  Senator  would  twier  even  limit  it  to  one  dsy.  A 
fear  had  been  expressed  for  the  State  banks;  but  the  Stale 
banks,  who  must  know  their  own  interests  best,  hkd  been 
the  most  numerous  in  pving  their  opinion  in  favor  of  re- 
chartering.  Past  experience  had  shown  that  the  fan  ci- 
pressed  were  visionary;  he  denied  the  aiguinentf  made 
use  of  to  prove  that  specie  payments,  on  the  put  of  tbe 
banks,  would  be  prevented  by  the  operation  of  tbecfatf* 
ter»  and  ginng  in  to  idle  fears.  He  should  vote  sgiiirt 
the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  SMITH  and  Mr.  BEKTON  having  also  nudeune 
further  remarkjs,  the  question  waa  taken  on  Ur.  Txit 
well's  amendment,  when  it  was  negatived,  37  to  ^  bj 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickersa, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill.  KsiK< 
King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Tazewell,  Troup, 
Tyler,  White.— 30. 

NATS — ^Messrs.  Bell.  Buekner.  Chambcn,  Chy,  Ch^ 
ton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hobnei,  Jobs- 
9ton,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbui^ 
Rubinson,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  SpragiKt 
Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins.— S7- 
The  bill  waa  then  reported  to  tbe  Senate  as  aiuended. 

MOXDAT,  Jbkx  4. 

BANE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  contider  the  btU  to  wSSj 
and  continue  the  act  to  ineorporatcttlie  subscribot  tothe 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  question  being  to  concur  in  the  amendmeoti  nude 
in  Committee  of  the  Wholet  and  the  first  amriwiniesti 
striking  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  bang  under  coe- 
sideraUon, 

Mr.  HAYNE  nid  that  &e  apedal  committee  by 
the  biU  was  introduced  had  thought  it  advisable  to  put  ■ 
check  on  the  practice  which  bad  grown  up  of  cirvulati^ 
bank  orders  as  currency;  and  also  to  restrict  the  isounf  (■ 
notes  not  payable  at  the  t^ee  where  iiMied.  Tbe  bill.  s» 
now  rqiortedf  would  not  effwktbeM  object!,  t^w^ 
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KctifHi,  which  it  was  proposed  to  strike  out,  enacted  that  it 
■hould  not  be  lavful  for  Htut  bank  to  iwue  or  put  into  cir- 
culation notes  of  a  leM  amount  than  filtO,  which  would  not 
be  payable  at  the  office  where  ianed,  except  the  Btme 
be  done  at  the  instance  and  request  of  the  persons  to,  or  for 
whom  the  notes  shall  be  issued."  He  thought  that  this 
section  was  absolutely  necessary,  with  the  cxceptioo  of 
the  last  clause,  which  had  a  nugatory  effect.  He  would, 
therefore,  more  that  the  Senate  only  concur  in  striking 
out  the  last  clause,  retaining  the  first  part  of  the  section. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  be  was  one  of  those  who  had 
voted  for  the  propoution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky. [Hr.  BiBi,]  to  erase  from  tbe  fourth  section  the  words 
**from  wiiy  other  incorporated  bank."  .The  effect  of 
which  was  to  make  the  bills  of  the  bank,  although  on  their 
frees  payable  at  one  place  only,  receivable  at  the  bank  and 
■11  its  branches,  if  tendered  in  liquidation  of  any  balance 
due  tbe  bank,  or  an^biueh  of  whether  that  balance 
be  due  from  any  iuuvidual  w  any  incinerated  bank.  He 
was  willing  now  to  substitute  for  this  restriction  on  the 
iMink,  anwier,  declnring  it  unlawful  to  issue  any  note  of 
a  less  denomination  than  fi%  dollars,  which  shall  not  on 
its  Ace  be  payable  at  the  bank  or  office  of  discount  and 
depo^te  whence  it  shall  be  issued.  He  would  therefore 
TOte  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, widl  an  explicit  understanding,  however,  at  the 
tbw,  tint  the  fburu  seetkm  sboold  be  restored,  as  it  wm 
reported  bj  the  committee. 

His  only  object  in  supporting  the  amendment  to  the 
fourth  section,  in  opposition  to  the  general  sentiment  of 
those  witii  whom  he  usually  acted,  had  been  to  yield  some- 
thing to  the  Tiews  of  those  gentlemen  who  so  strenuoudy 
had  mristed  thai  without  additional  restrictions  tbe  bank 
would  cease  to  be  a  specie-paying  institution;  and,  by  do- 
ii^  so,  to  increase  public  confidence  in  the  issues  of  the 
bank  Jind  its  branchei.  He  did  not  believe  that  tile  bank, 
without  either  the  tiiird  or  fourdi  section^  had  been,  was, 
or  would  be  a  bank  refimng  to  ^ay  specie.  Ndtber  of 
Acse  provisions  was  to  be  round  in  the  orMnal  charter, 
and  yet  tiie  bank  was,  to  alt  intents  and  puf^Kises^  a  spe- 
cie-paying bank.  Without  the  fourth  section,  the  bank 
had  never  refused,  in  any  instance,  to  receive  its  notes,  no 
matter  where  issued,  in  payment  of  its  debtsf  and  if  any 
gentleman  here  would  now  stand  up  in  his  place  and  state 
m  instance  in  whieh  it  had  refused  to  do  bo*  show  my 
veasonable  ground  to  i^prehend  that  it  ever  would  refuse 
to  do  it,  be  should  paose  bef^  he  agreed  to  restrict  the 
benefits  ot  diis  section  to  incorporated  banks.  Believing 
that  no  sucb  case  ever  had  occurred  or  ever  would  occur, 
be  cared  not  to  retain  the  provision  while  the  third  sec- 
tion could  be  substituted  for  it,  and  while  it  was  probable 
that  its  benefidal  provisions  might  be  perverted  to  answer 
tbe  ends  the  enemies  of  the  mstitution,  or  tbe  purposes 
of  brokers,  who  might,  in  eonaequence  of  speculate 
more  advantageously  in  the  notes  of  the  bank.  He  pro- 
ceeded then  to  show  how  the  fourth  section,  as  amended 
in  comntittee.  require  the  bulk  to  keep  a  burden- 

■ome  and  very  unnecessary  quantity  of  specie  m  the  vaults 
of  the  branches,  without  any  benefit  to  the  country,  which 
was  not  equally  well  secutrd  by  the  third  section.  His 
object  was  to  secure  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  most  ample 
guaranties,  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  to  the  whole 
countiyt  Uie  want  which  before  tbe  establishment  of 
this  institution  had  been  most  severely  folt  in  all  its  parts, 
and  in  none  more  injuriously  than  in  that  section  of  it 
whose  representative  he  was.  But  he  would  not  know- 
tiwiy  step  an  inch  beyond  the  true  and  le^timate  objects 
or  its  creation,  to  burden  or  oppress  an  institution,  from 
whoae  skilful  management,  ana  liberal  aoocKnBiodations^ 
the  pubfic  bad  derived  so  many  bleaiuigs,  as  hu  been 
abundanUjr  testified  by  the  vei^  numeroui  memuials  from 
evety  portion  of  tUs  widely  extended  repubfic,  pnybiff 
for  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 


He  oondoded  by  some  renmika  on  the  pH^able  efiects 
of  the  bill  on  the  currency  of  the  eoonbj  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  original  charier. 

Af^er  some  discussion,  in  which  Kr.  EWING,  Hr. 
SMITH,  Mr.  WEBSTER,  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  and  Mr. 
BUCKNER  took  part, 
Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Hatvb  was  agreed  to. 
The  amendment  to  the  fourth  section,  striking  out  the 
words  "from  any  other  incorporated  bank,"  at  the  end- 
of  the  same,  was  agreed  to,  making  the  section  to  read, 
that  notes  or  bills  of  tiie  corporation,  although  on  the  lace 
thereof  made  payable  at  one  pUce  only,  shall  be  received 
by  the  bank  in  liqiudation  or  payment  of  any  balances  due 
to  the  bank  or  its  branches. 

The  amendment  to  the  fifth  section  was  also  concurred 
in,  striking  out  "  two,"  and  mak'mg  "  five"  years  the  pe- 
riod limited  fw  the  bank  to  retain  real  estate  af^  the  data. 
of  acquiring  the  same,  except  by  way  of  mortgage  or  judg^ 
ment  lien  in  security  of  debts. 

The  amendment  to  the  rizth  aection  was  eOBCurred  in* 
striking  out  the  cbuise  wtuch  reitriotcd  the  baak  from  etr 
tablishing  more  than  One  bnuich  in  thoae  States  wbero 
none  at  present  existed.  Hw  section  now  aUowi  of  two, 
and  no  more,  in  any  State. 

The  amendment  to  the  seventh  section  was  then  taken 
up  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  It  chaises  the  bo- 
nus to  be  paid  by  the  bank  from  three  yearly  instalments 
of  #500,000  cAch,  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly  sura  ot 
annuity  of  9150,000  in  each  and  every  year  duriiv 
term  <n  the  charter. 

Hr.  BIBB  rose  to  submit  a  motion.  He  proposed  that 
the  first  part  of  the  original  section  should  stand,  and  to 
amend  it  by  enacting  tut  the  bank,  in  lieu  of  a  bonus, 
should,  during  the  continuance  of  tbe  charter,  make  loana 
and  (hscounts  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceetUng  five  per 
cent,  per  annum.  In  advocating  tbe  policy  of  the  mei^ 
sure,  Mr.  B.  expressed  himself  against  the  payment  of  a 
bonus  by  the  bank.  He  wouM  dispense  with  it  altogether, 
for  two  reasons.  Hewas  disposedi^ainsttbeUnitedStatea 
selling  out  privileges:  if  the  bank  was  necessary  for  the 
operations  of  Government — the  creation  of  such  an  insti* 
tution  requisite — the  United  States  should  takenomoney 
from  an  agent  thus  indispensable.  And  again,  be  was  sd* 
verse  to  putting  more  money  into  the  treasury  than  exi* 
geneies  called  for)  and  tie  was  sony  to  say  there  waa 
every  fekr  of  our  revenue  being  too  abundant. 

But,  inasmuch  as  benefits  will  arise  to  the  institution 
thus  created,  from  the  exclusive  privileges  and  franchise 
with  which  it  will  be  invested,  the  benefits  thus  resulting 
will  justify  the  corporation  being  called  oa  to  give  corre- 
sponding benefita  to  the  country;  and  in  no  way  could  the 
country  at  large  be  mcffe  benefited  than  in  a  reduction  of 
the  interest  on  money.  It  would  facilitate  tnde,  and  im- 
prove  «nd  increase  the  productive  labor  throughout  the 
Union.  And,  considering  the  bi(^  advantages  which  the 
stockholders  guned  firmn  their  property  bring  thus 
invested^  affording  them  profit  and  value  without  ex- 
pense or  trouble  on  tiieir  part,  exceeding  that  of  private 
individuals  in  any  other  boriness  or  trade,  he  thought 
that  a  reduction  of  one  per  cent  would  be  but  a  small 
equivalent. 

Mr.  EWINO  wposed  the  propontion  of  the  geotlemao 
from  Kentucky,  [Nr.  Bibb.}  It  would  not  have  the  ef- 
fect which  was  contemplated,  tii  lowering  the  interest  of 
money  throughout  the  country.  This  must  be  left  to  itt 
own  operation;  tbe  value  of  money  would  rise  or  fall  ao- 
cording  to  its  productions;  it  must  be  left  to  find  its  own 
level.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Bank  of  the  United  . 
States  was  limited,  as  elsewhere^  to  six  per  cent  interest 
and  yet  the  State  banks  were  charging  aerai  percent  It 
could  not  eflfcct  the  benefit  thai  wu  promised  to  the  whole 
country,  beoause,  let  tbe  bank  lower  its  interest  to  five 
per  cent.,  Ita  capital  ia  not  large  for  the  whole  circulation 
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of  theeountff.   Ha  woukl  vote  Bgiinit  the  (cnUMBka'a 

propoution. 

Mr.  CLAY  nid  tbM,  if  he  thcH^^ht  thb  reduction  of  in- 
teewtwouU  h^Tofte  efeetof  piwhuniwagMteralrcdftc- 
tioB  of  HteMift  tfiRHighoat  tfie  Ui^oiw  be  minht  pertM|M 
be  Induced  to  TOte  for  it|  hot  itiU  he  ihonldheritate  to  rfr> 
duoe  it  so  much  u  ooe  per  ocnL* «  reduetioa  which  maid 
greetlj  exceed  the  bomu  Kquiredftom  the  beak.  A  re- 
duction from  ax  per  ccirt.  to  five  per  cent,  on  thirQr>five 
nuUiofif  of  el^))t■l,  would  oaly  be  e  reduction  on  about 
one-teirthoftiie  whole  buikiiweapitftl  of  the  country.  It 
WW  e  benefit  which  wouU  oiuy  rewlt  to  borrowert  from 
Uie  bank,  and  not  to  the  peopie  geneiallyi  and  this  con- 
■dtuted  greater  ol^Jectioa  to  aneadmeBt  of  bm 
ootteague. 

Mr.  WHITE  wouM  give  it  hii  putiel  oeniant,  at  beKer 
4uui  exacting  a  bonu^  on  the  telluig  of  piivilegest  and  be 
ttoQgfat  ttet  the  bank  would  now  have  more  cm^umcnt 
at  five  per  cent  than  under  the  last  charter  Umiting  them 
to  RX  percent*  when  all  die  czpeniei,  riik,  Sec.  of  brisg- 
ing  the  bank  into  c^ration  had  to  be  inewired. 

Mr.  MANGUM  exprceecd  bit  opinion  that  the  honua 
WMtoohnrihs  thought mVOOO »  y«rw«uU  be Kttle 
eaough. 

Mir.  FRBUNGHUTSEN  tiid  tiuit.  if  the  pn^OMfioo 
emtuned  m  the  ame  advent  of  the  honorable  Senator  fitm 
Kentoeky  [Mr.  Bibb]  waa  the  letuk  of  a  general  re- 
view of  our  fiaetl  and  ooMBCtcnal  oonditiea  and  relationi, 
andif  tbeteoettaiaedttatoofour  money  market  celled  fior 
or  justified  the  proposed  reduction  of  interest,  tfaequet- 
tion  would  ptetent  itself  under  more  finorable  dreum- 
itanoetthanwearenowtocowHdcrit  For,  ^.atidMr. 
F.,  in  the  phice  of  iti  growing  out  (rf*  the  actual  rtato  of 
bMt'meti  in  the  ooantry,  we  arc,  in  tbit  colhrtenl  manner, 
and  aiidtt  fimn  mott  w  thoee  comtderationt  that  diould 
prenptto  a  meature  to  important  called  uptm-to  mterferc 
with  a  delicate  queition  in  economy,  at  a  ready  way  of  re>- 
eriving  a  bonus  from  Uttt  bank  tar  the  extenmtu  of  ito 
pm'ileget.  Now  it  seems,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  objee- 
tienable,  under  any  view  of  it  If  it  could  acoomplith  a 
MMral  redudioa  of  the  imte  of  interest  in  the  States,  as 
it»  tinguhw  fHendt  proidse  ft*  it,  why,  then,  tir,  I  re- 
card  it  St  of  vety  questionable  expediency :  fi»  it  will  be 
mdirectly,  and,  1  fear,  ofitensively,  Jnterfieriag  with  a  point 
of  State  policy,  and  where  the  8ta&  Legislatures  are  much 
tiie  best  judgva  of  the  vdue  of  mon^  amongst  their  dti- 
xent.   Why  should  Congress,  without  any  neceimry  or 

acnt  hkhieement,  mora  in  thb  donate  matter,  and  pro- 
ly  kad  to  onhspi^  coDiMOM  In  fcefii^,  at  least,  be- 
tween general  and  State  Joris^etioD? 

Ba^  la  the  next  place,  the  proposed  measure  would  ftU 
to  produce  flds  pre^cted  result  The  capital  of  the  Bank 
of  the  .United  Stetee  fbrmt,  to  tiie  whole  banking  capitd 
employed  in  this  country,  a  proportion  of  less  tran  one- 
durd.  It  stood,  at  the  close  of  1839,  as  «35,000,000  to 
tllO,19S,368{  and  when  we  take  into  the  account  the 
aneunt  of  capital  loaned  by  individualt  on  landed  and  other 
aecutiliea^  we  must  peredve  that  the  power  of  regulating 
Ibe  value  otamey  and  rate  of  loans  is  attributed  to  tbia 
bardc,  under  great  misapprehensions  of  ita  abihty.  This 
amendment  would  only  Migmest  the  privileges  of  the 
wealthy.  The  bank,  compelled  to  Ascount  at  five  per 
cent.,  would  have  the  choice  of  paper.  Thoee  dealers  of 
best  standing  and  soundest  capital,  and  who  least  needed 
the  helping  hsnd  of  the  institution,  would  ot  course  be  pre- 
Aaredt  and  tfiua  dittfanetioni  of  an  o£ons  oharaeter  would 
be  oberMiedi 

Bo  tiiat,  under  whatercr  aspect  the  unendmcnt  pre- 
sents itself,  it  it  Uable  to  just  exceptions.  If  it  could  pro- 
duce a  universal  i^tement  of  interest  Ve  should  not 
legislate  for  such  an  object  but  leave  it  with  the  States; 
if  it  cannot  achieve  such  a  reduction,  as  I  believe  it  cannot 
why,  then,  it  1^  died  ili  beDcAts  only  or  chiefly  i^ion  tiuNa 


who  are  in  the  least  want  of  themi  and  ^  tbeicfi*^  htpa 
that  the  amendment  will  not  prevaiL 

Mr.  fiUCENEB  abo  opputed  Oa  meMwaf  md  lbs 
question  was  not  decided,  w  hen 

The  Saaato  a^jounad. 

Tuxisax,  Inm  5. 

Mr.  TASEWBLL  sild,  after  irfiat  oeearred^odNT 
day,  I  tiiink  it  my  duQ*,  Mr.  Prevdent,  to  more  tiatik 
Senate  now  proeeed  to  the  cbnaderation  of  executin 
business. 

The  motion  wa«  dedded  in  the  negadve— yeas  18,  nqi 
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The  Senate  reaumed  the  oeniadctatton  of  toe  biB  tsar 
dify  aad  continue  toe  act  to  incorporate  tiie  sabsoribcnlD 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee. 

Hie  question  pendii^  beiiwon  Ute  BMftion  to  strikeout 
the  dauae  providiag  ft>r  the  honu^  and  to  insert  a  pnn> 
aioo  that  the  interest  on  leant  and  discounts  made  bj  An 
hank  Anuld  not  cxcaed  fin  pet  eaat., 

Mr.  CI^rroN  gave  the  reasons  which  iadaoed  himtt 
vote  against  the  provirion  to  amend.  Hit  own  of^nioa  «H 
that  d  the  amendmeid  prevailed,  it  would  prove  ii^ 
liout  to  the  bank,  to  the  State  banks,  and  tothe  pec^leof 
the  country.  Some  gentlemen  teemed  to  toink  that  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interett  would  be  highly  bcatt 
cisl  to  the  bank,  b^  increaKng  ita  profits.  The  bank  M 
always  had  the  ahiHty  to  ditcount  at  five  per  ceat;  aaA, 
always  havmg  the  aUtt^,  if  it  was  so  advaatageoii^  ^ 
had  not  the  directwa  rcatvted  to  the  practice  erf  asluBf 
loans  and  ditcounte  at  five  per  cent?  The  aatnteBtfiw 
thote  who  adminittered  the  afiiurt  of  the  bank  bad  aeitf 
discovered  what  seemed  to  have  been  to  auddenly  fband 
out  here.  He  thought  that  thote  wbote  duly  it  wu  to 
[ffotect  the  intereita  of  the  ttockhi^er^  had  takes  the 
aubject  into  contiderati<m  befiare  now.  and  had  prea  ti 
it  a  Droper  e«aiBiiiatioa.  He  wat  not  ditpoted  to  iqpdMe 
on  tnit  bill,  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  baiA»  bat  hi 
still  thought  that  the  institution  was  aatiHed  toaow  cm- 
aidcratiea^  because  H  wat  the  instrumeot  of  the  Goraa* 
ment  far  great  national  objects,  which  would  be  defeated 
if  ita  iateteata  were  entirely  overlooked.  If  toe  Seasu, 
however,  looked  to  the  interesta  of  the  bank  alone,  the 
preaent  motion  could  not  he  sustaiiMd.  It  wouU  go  to 
change  the  whole  i^stem  of  the  banking  operriioiH,  ud 
sufJi  change  was  aot  required  by  piAlic  opinioD.  IbbM 
mieof  all  the  tmakemut  memonals which  hadbeca^ 
tented  to  tiie  Senate,  was  there  aoy  request  tereducc  At 
rate  of  interest.  Neither  in  any  of  the  meaioiUi  fioa 
the  State  banks,  nor  in  those  man  the  peeple,  had  tiK 
subject  been  touched.  Th^e  tud  not  been  a  inA* 
cation  of  public  opinion  that  audi  a  change  wu  oearcdi 
and  no  one  but  the  mover  of  tlie  propontion  attached  As 
"rhtesthnportanee  to  tile  idea.  Most  of  the  State  bask% 
i  eq>edal]y  those  which  stood  oa  the  most  sofid  baso^ 
tud  presented  themselves  to  the  Senate  in  &vor  of  the 
bank.  Let  this  smendmaot  prevaS,  and  twenty  d^i 
would  not  elapse  before  the  same  banks  wotdd  send  m 
memorials  ag»Dst  the  pasmge  of  ttie  biU.  The  opeia^ 
of  the  measure  must  <»  siMne  meature,  be  to  redwe  their 
profiti,  and  compel  them  to  curtail  Uieir  buane*-  1^ 
tiostilt^  oi  all  these  mttitotiont  would  be  oihsted 
thehank,  and  that  hostility  would  ha  folt  oo  lomt  MR* 
ODcaMOa.  ThebankiWouldatineoBtiB«etolend  wo? 
at  an  interest  of  ax  par  seat,  sad  fiurarite  bctroven 
would  obtain  kiaas  at  five  per  cent.,  ud  lend  tbem  mH 
again  at  six  or  seven  per  cent  There  could  not  be  a 
worse  propoution  thui  to  fix  the  interest  at  five 
cent,  since  it  would  azfay  all  the  Slate  banks  agmrt  the 
institution. 
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'  In  reference  to  the  Goremnient,  what  would  be  the 
efTect?  It  would  onpple  the  institution,  end  disable  tbe 
agent  of  the  Government  from  oo!lectin|;  the  pablic  re- 
TCQue,  andperfbrmifwita  other  obligations  to  the  people. 
Would  thi*  be  wiwr  Would  it  be  politic?  The  bank 
would  thus  be  compelled  either  to  create  new  notei>  in 
order  to  sustain  itself,  and  yieid  a  proper  dividend  to  the 
■tockbolders,  or  it  must  change  the  course  of  its  bunness, 
and  nakc  profita  in  its  exchange.  One  of  the  objects  of 
tiw  inMitution  was  to  equalize  the  exchange,  and  there  is 
now  no  perceptible  burden  on  exclwnges.  There  js'no 
cOuntiy  where  so  many  fiwilities  are  given  to  exchange; 
■Dd  all  theae&eiltli»oweth«r  existence  to  the  bank.  To 
KUtain  the  aioekholdera,  the  bank  would  be  compelled  to 
go  to  the  exclMUigea,  and  to  burden  them  for  the  purp(»e 
of  making  its  dividends.  The  eflTect  of  the  amendment 
would  be  to  destroy  all  the  advantages  which  now  result 
from  the  bank,  and  to  make  the  insUtution  less  worthy  of 
the  pubBc' confidence.  Much  more  advantage,  however, 
bad  resulted  from  the  bank  than  the  mere  fiicili^  of  ex- 
chaiUKt  dnce,  by  means  of  this  institution,  there  has  been 
eatiJwdied  a  standard  of  value  for  money,  the  same  at  all 
places,  and  almost  at  all  times.  In  this  respect,  the 
greatest  advantages  bad  resulted  from  the  bank.  What 
would  be  the  enect  of  the  proposition  in  regard  to  this? 
The  bank  would  be  constrained  to  increase  its  issues  be- 
yond  what  it  liad  previously  done,  in  <H^er  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  in  its  profits.  The  State  banks  would  also 
be  obliffed  to  add  to  tiieir  iasaest  and  thus  an  hnmense 
■ccunmSaion  of  paper  would  be  tiirown  into  circulation, 
and  a  depreciation  in  its  value  would  necessarily  follow. 

Relying  on  the  abUity  and  patriotism  of  the  adminrstra- 
tion  of  the  bank,  soma  might  reply  that  they  would  not 
throw  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  into  the  market.  It 
might  be  so.  But  how  long  would  this  reliance  continue? 
A  new  president,  new  directors,  would  come  in;  and 
these,  to  gain  the  objeet  t^largedividend^  would  increase 
theiMuea.  Tfaeatradard  of  money,  which  is  now  nearly 
umfonn*  would  then  be  no  longer  so,  and  all  ^  advan- 
tages of  a  national  bank  woidd  be  lost. 

On  tbe  people,  .the  effect  would  be  to  establtah  an  ex- 
fenave  system  of  brokerage.  The  people  would  only  be 
Able  to  borrow  at  six  or  seven  per  cent.  The  fiivorites 
would  obtain  loans  at  the  national  bank  at  the  reduced 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  and  would  immediately  loan  out 
the  money  at  six  or  seven  per  cent  Tbe  advanti^fes 
would  thus  be  confined'  to  afewj  who  woukLbe  able  to 
<rf>tain  loam  at  the  national  bank,  but  could  not  be  felt 
by  in^viduals  who,  posa^anng  lesa  &cility  of  rainng 
money,  would  be  t^gied  to  reaort  to  State  banks,  or  to 
tbe  brokers. 

These  are  the  connderationa  which  had  brou|^t  him  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  would  be  productive  of  tbe  most  disastrous 
conaequences  to  the  bank  itself,  to  the  8tMe  banka^aod 
to  the  country. 

lIr..TYL&B  Mid  the  more  be  bad  reflected  on  the  pro- 
poMtion  now  b^ire  the  Senate,  tiie  more  be  had  been 
impreased  with  ita  importance  and  magnitude.  He  would 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  in  hit  opinion,  it  was  second  to 
but  one  which  liad  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress 
duiing  tbe  preaent  session.  He  believed  that  while  tbe 
adoptioD  of  the  proposed  amendmenl,  would  inflict  no 
iqjuty  up>on  the  bank,  it  would  confer  the  greatest  benefit 
upon  ioeie^.  Would  it  impose  an  unjust  Lmitation  on 
the  bank?  If  it  would,  he  would  abandon  it  altogether! 
for  while  he  could  not  vote  for  rechartering  the  inatitu- 
tkma  he  would  not  infuse  a  secret  poison  into  its  vitals, 
whi^  would  aflTect  its  capacity  to  do  good.  It  asked  a 
prolongation  of  ita  existence,  and  Congress  riiould  take 
care  to  engraft  uptKi  its  charter  such  provisionB  as  would 
benefit  the  community. 

The  first  refleetioa  which  oeeuri,  is^  that  ^bs  bank  does 
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not  loan  money.  It  merely  exchanges  credit.  It  gives 
its  notes  of  hand  for  the  notes  of  hand  of  individuals,  and, 
paying  no  premium  in  the  form  of  interest  itsdf,  reqiures 
a  .premhim  of  the  individuals  with  whom  it  deals.  Itt 
credit  Is  founded  on  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  ita 
capacity,  which  confidence  is  tbe  result  of  the  goverth 
mental  action  in  its  creation.  This  remark  applies  to  all 
incorporated  banks;  but  another  circumstance  exists  in 
reganil  to  this  bank,  which  extends  its  control  tiiroughout 
the  mercantile  world — the  fact  of  its  notes  being  made 
receivable  every  where  in  payment  of  the  Government 
dues.  However  solvent  an  individual  may  be,  his  notes 
will  not  pass  currently  beyond  a  small  neighborhood 
circle.  He  is,  therefore,  under  fi«qoent  necesnty  of 
adopting  the  bank  creditor  notes  for  nis  own  credit  or 
notes,  and  of  ^ving  a  premium  in  the  form  of  interest, 
when,  in  fact,  his  solvency  is  as  perfect,  his  responsibility  is 
as  entire,  to  the  extent  of  Us  undertaking,  asthat  of  the 
bank,  to  the  extent  of  its  engagements.  True,  the  bank 
is  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  redeem  its  notes  daity;  but 
the  fact  that  its  issues  exceed  ito  capital  twice  or  thrice, 
shows  that  that  responsibility  is  remote  and  Inconvderable. 
Is  then  five  per  cent,  enough  to  compensate  the  bank  for 
this  exchange  of  its  credit  for  the  credit  of  individuals? 
Can  any  one  doubt  it?  Take  a  beggar  in  tbe  streets,  and 
let  the  Government  announce  its  determination  to  receive 
his  notes  in  the  payment  of  it&  dues,  amounting  as  they 
do  to  from  25  to  ^0,000,000  annually,  and  who  doubts 
but  that  the  credit  of  the  beggar  would  be  sought  after 
whh  avidi^,  and  tiiat  he  would  speedily  be  ennched  if 
he  was  permitted  to  receive  a  premium  greatly  below  five 
per  cent  Who  can  doubt  but  that  five  per  cent,  is  an 
ample  allowance?  Tbe  stock  is  at  this  moment,  when 
there  hangs  over  the  institution  some  doubt  as  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  its  existence,  twenty-five  per  cent,  above  part 
and  the  very  day  after  its  new  charter  shall  have  paioed, 
the  calculation  is  that  the  stock  will  ran  to  from  ^150  to 
$200  per  share.  What  is  more  conclusive  than  this,  to 
show  the  immensity  of  its  profits^  And  this,  too,  although 
it  has  to  sustain  out  of  its  profits  countless  numbers  of 
officers  and  dependents.  This  regulation,  then,  cannot  ba 
considered  unjust  to  the  bank. 

Its  efiiects  on  the  community  would  be  decidedly  Jienefi- 
cial,  as  I  shall  attempt  presently  to  show,  ana  would* 
therefore,  tend  n^tly  to  increase  the  popularity  of  the 
institutiont  an  enect  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  in- 
stitution. A  suggestioa  has  been  made,  that  it  would 
concentre  its  loans  in  the  hands  of  the  few.  All  that  1 
can  say  in  reply  is,  that,  if  it  did  so,  it  would  act  inju<fi< 
ciously.  In  my  opinion,  it  should  diffuse  its  loans  as  much 
as  possiUe,  consistently  with  a  just  regard  to  its  interests. 
Extravagant  loans  to  a  fisw  would  weaken  it  in  the  estima* 
tion  of  the  public,  and  abndge  its  usefulness. 

What  would  be  tbe  effect  of  this  measure  on  ttie  oom- 
mnnity?  Tlus  is  the  important  inqiury,  since  the  instita- 
tion  ahould  be  created  for  Uie  public  interest  and  not  the 
good  oi  a  few,  fxclurirely.  "Hie  first  efl^  would  be  to 
lewi  the  State  banks  to  adopt  a  similar  regulation;  in  no 
other  way  could  th^  move  on  barroonioualy  with  thb 
bank.  The  argument  ventured  in  thia  debate,  that  this 
regulation  would  place  this  bank  at  the  mercy  of  the 
State  bulks,  isideu.  The  State  bank%  on  the  oontraiy, 
htdd  their  existenee  butat  tiie  pleasure  of  thist  and  who 
can  doubt  but  that  an  arrangeoient  would  rcwU^  be  fere> 
ed  upon  those  banks  to  reeavei  in  tbe  aettlemaiit  of 
bahuwes  with  this  bankf  the  same  idtereat  which  it  would 
receive  of  them? 

The  next  effect  would  be  to  induce  the  Legi^tures  of 
the  (Afferent  States  to  reduce  the  rate  of  legal  interest  to 
five  per  cent;  of  this  I  have  no  doubt  I  Mve  not  bad 
time  to  trace  out  tbe  causes  of  tbe  change  in  the  rate  of 
interest  which  ooeurred  in  Virginia,  but  I  inchne  1q  he- 
Here  that  tt-wvaoMMequent  upon^ediarteifaig  of  tbe 
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first  United  States*  Bank.  Before  thiA,  it  vu  at  five  per 
cent.,  it  was  changed  to  «x  per  cent.,  and  the  first  bxnk 
was  authwized  to  receive  tbut  amount}  and  now  we  come 
to  the  important  influence  which  a  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  interest  would  have  upon  the  great  uitereata  of  the 
community. 

It  is  this  view  which  imparts  to  this  subject  its  greatest 
interest;  an^  it  rests  ■  upon  plua  principles  of  political 
economy.  Where  rowey  converted  into  public  stocks  or 
individual  loans  yields  a  higherprofit  tlun  the  same  money 
invrated  in  lan^  ships,  machinery,  agriculture,  com- 
merce, aitd  manufiictures  necessarily  become  neglected. 
If  money  put  at  usance  breeds  higher  profits  than  the 
loomj  the  ship,  or  the  land,  then  capital  is  withdrawn  from 
tliese  less  pnifiuble  employme^tl^  and  seeks  iDvestments 
in  the  public  stocks  or  individual  loans.  Tliii  can  admit 
of  no  doubt.  In  thi%  then*  conusta  the  true  secret  of  giv- 
ing activity  to  the  industry  of  a  community.  If  the  profits 
from  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manu&ctures,  be  equal 
to  the  prnfita  oo  loans  then  do  these  employments  invite 
the  attention  of  mankind,  and  each  in  its  turn  putsfuKh 
all  its  energies.  Commerce  takea  new  wings,  agriculture 
develops  alt  her  beneficent  bculties,  and  the  arts  are 
taide  to  fluumh.  Hence  the  vital  impiH^ice  of  laws  re- 
gtdating  the  rate  of  interest]  without  them  a  nation  soon 
Becomes  a  nation  of  money  lenders;  and  that  which  was 
designed  as  a  mere  medium  through  which  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures  should  carry  on  their  ex- 
changes, is  converted  into  the  instrument  of  their  greatest 
oppression. 

The  great  lawgiver  of  tlie  Jews  understood  this  moat 
perfectly.  The  Israelites  had  just  entered  upoii  the 
possession  of  the  promised  land.  It  was  every  way  de- 
airable  that  the  land  should  be  reclumed,  and  its  fiuHilties 
developed,  and  hence  the  regulation  that  no  Israelite 
should  take  usance  of  an  Israelite.  Capital  could  titereby 
be  profitably  invested,  both  in  the  culture  of  the  e^rtli 
and  in  commerce,  and  the  land  uf  Galilee  repaid  most 
abundantly  the  laborer.  But  wlten  these  influences  had 
ceued  to  operate,  and  the  tribes  were  iicattered  over  the 
face  of  the  earth,  the  Mosaic  regxilation  which  permitted 
usunce  to  be  taken  of  strangers,  aided  by  tlw  oppresikions 
uiKler  wluck  they  labored,  converted  tlie  Jews  into  a  na- 
tion of  money  lemlers.  I  mention  not  this  to  their  dis- 
credit. They  are  like  all  the  rest  of  the  human  fiunjly, 
no  better  and  no  worse— devo^ng  themaclves  to  the  ac- 
quiution  of  money,  and  seeking  f»r  tlieir  money  such 
investment  as  yields  tlie  greatest  return.  Into  the  same 
condition  may  tlie  peuple  of  any  country  be  chaijged. 
Only  make  the  profits  on  loans  high  enough;  if  six  per 
cent  would  not  do,  lake  ten;  and  if  ten  will  not  Ao,  take 
tireutyi  in  other  words,  make  it  more  profitable  to  the 
capitalists  to  loan  out  Uteir  money,  than  to  invest  it  in 
landi^  ships,  orma^ine^,  and  the  work  is  accompl^hed. 
Government  will  have  conmtted  the  communi^  into  a 
nation  of  money  lenders. 
-  'i'hese  considerations  led  him  to  oppose  his  vote  to  all 
moneyed  corporations;  bht  while  he  felt  himself  con- 
strained to  vote  against  the  recharteringof  this  bank,  if  it 
istu  pass,  he  wisJied  to  jvotect  the  other  interests  of  the 
connnunity  against  evil.  The  per  centage  proposed  to 
be  allowed  is  greater  than  that  derived  from  agriculture, 
but  the  contemplated  reduction  will  relieve  it  in  some 
small  degree  of  its  burdens,  and  should  therefin-e  have 
his  support;  and  its  reasonableness  is  fully  evidenced  by 
the  (act  that  the  capttaliata  uf  Mher  countries  send  their 
funds  here  tu  be  invested  in  stocks  yielding  no  greater  in- 
terest than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  the  object  of  the  proposition  wu, 
he  presumed,  to  make  the  reduction  of  interest  throngh- 
out  the  country  general,  but  he  would  ask  if  the  price  of 
the  ooanno^y  did  not  depend  upon  the  fluppty  and  the 
demand.   Tbeft*  hnw  wuld  tUi  object  b«  attnncd 


restricting  an  individual  corporation?  ToapKHMsetonike 

one  body  subject  to  this  reduction,  but  you  oo  not  sij  iK 
shall  do  so,  because  you  cannot  control  the  Stste  btski^ 
and  they  can  charge  according  to  their  own  raguh&iBi, 
Let  the  interest  be  lowered  by  this  indivvhisl  cooipu^, 
and  it  will  not  alter  the  price  with  others.  A  dMuige  etn 
only  be  produced  by  a  diange  in  the  supply;  and  will  thii 
resthction  on  the  bank  increase  the  money  in  the  nnAcI' 
No;  it  must  grow  out  of  uther  causes.  The  gendms 
from  Virginia  [Ur.  Txua]  had  alluded  to  the  reguhtiin 
of  Hoses  regwrding  usury,  and  he  had  reprobrted  ibt 
makmg  of  this  a  nation  of  usurers.  But  be  [Ur.  S.) 
thought  there  was  a  wrong  ^iplication  of  theanuisentM 
the  part  of  the  gentleman.  The  Jews,  under  me  rciti»- 
tioQ  of  Mosei,  liad  becoow  uaurera — here,  in  sbsenee 
of  restriction,  we  are  to  becone  unirers. 

[Mr.  TYLER  explained.  I'be  Jewith  hwaid,  "tbn 
shalt  not  take  usury  of  thy  brother,"  but  it  did  wit  reitnct 
them  from  char^i^  wltat  they  woidd  of  strangers;  tbe  in- 
tercourse with  other  nations  wia  then  but  smsU,  vlui 
probably  was  the  cause  of  the  intdbition  not  having  u- 
tended  to  themselves.] 

Mr.  SpaAGCB  still  was  of  opinion  that  the  appUcslkiii 
went  against  the  gentleman's  own  argument  At  all  cvedi 
he  did  not  think  the  motion  of  tiie  Senator  firom  Keotuekf 
would  prove  concluuve  to  the  benefit  of  the  eotintry,  ud 
it  was  fur  the  community  we  sliould  legisUtet  tbc  iixli> 
vidual  interests  gf  the  stockiiolders  had  no  claim  on  ua. 

Ur.  KOBSYTH  called  fur  a  division  of  the  question,  a> 
as  to  take  tbe  question  first  on  ktrikiitg  out  He  wiM 
to  move  an  amendment,  and  he  should  therefore  *rtc 
againiit  striking  out  He  thought  five  per  cent  would  be 
an  ample  compensation  to  the  bank,  because  it  wu  eqwl 
to  HX  per  cent  in  1816,  when  the  bank  was  rechsilemj 
so  that  it  would  be  giving  as  much.  Another  reason  m 
tlie  bank  stock  is  now  at  130  to  130,  so  that  it  wu  enough 
above  par  to  justify  the  reduction  of  interest  A  propoi- 
tion  from  Bouton  was  before  Congress,  offering  to  {in 
more  favorable  terms  fur  a  bank;  they  offer  to  reAwe 
tlieir  interest  to  five  per  cent,  and  he  saw  naressoo  I* 
allow  the  present  institution  six  per  cent. 

The  mind  of  HamiltiHi  fluctuated  between  five  ssdai 
per  cent.;  and  he  read  extracts  Avm  lus report,  toibiv 
that  the  only  fear  of  Hamilton  wa%  that  a  linMUtioa  • 
the  interest  to  five  per  cent,  would  prevent  capitilios 
from  embarking  th<»r  capital  in  the  bank.  He  M  ^ 
uf  the  fears  wliich  now  sllVct  Senators  who  oppw 
reduction.  It  was  apprcliended  that  the  char^  ««* 
be  injurious  to  tlic  Stale  banks  and  the  community.  He 
referred  to  the  history  of  the  bapks  of  Georgia,  to 
that  this  wus  not  likely  to  be  the  result.  The  aooMint " 
the  bank  capital  being  so  large,  the  effect  of  the  reduct^ 
of  interest  on  tiiat  capital  would  be  felt  throti^tw 
country.  He  denied  tlie  applicability  of  the  stateioeiil« 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  titat  the  State  banks  mM 
be  conipellcd  to  increase  the  amount  of  their  issues. 
stated  that  the  interest  on  loans  by  SUte  banks  w«,  i" 
cases,  now  higherthan  that  on  loans  by  the  United  Stiin 
Bank.  The  United  States*  Bank  has  now  the  povrrtt 
reduce  the  interest  to  favor  any  particular  instKutioni  * 
individuals,  and  had  reduced  it  in  sonne  iMtsnccaHe 
would  vote  against  the  itriking  out,  and  would  afterww* 
move  to  add  a  pioviaon  reducing  the  rate  of  interrstto 
five  percent. 

Mr.  HOLMES  stated  that,  if  the  object  be  a  ^enenl  "In- 
duction of  the  rate  of  the  interest,  the  two  questions  wi^ 
prcnented  tiicmselves  were,  "  WiliyoQ,  if  yoacin'"*!" 
the  second,  "  Can  you,  if  yon  will*"  He  stated  thit  * 
one  State  there  was  no  legal  regulatiiM)  of  interest-  * 
was  leaio  regulate  itsdf.  Hmeyma  mediuroorexcbn«| 
of  capital,  and  p»per  a  representation  ^^'"^'^y^ 
quoted  from  an  ingenious  author  en  the  eomidenMia 
-which  oiifl^t  to  enter  into  Tiew  vhea  %  rcdadiMof  ^ 
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reat  wu  propoaed.  When  thfr©  »re  more  borrowers  than 
lenders,  tbe  -rate  of  interest  will  be  hif^ti;  when  lenders 
outnunrtwr  borrowers,  it  will  be  tow.  He  referred  to 
tbe  h'ntoiy  of  other  countriet  on  tbe  subject  of  the  rates 
ofioterest,  it  different  periods.  In  reference  to  tbe  Jews, 
he  stated  that  there  were  many  of  thdr  prmctices  which 
ve  should  be  reluctant  to  adopt  asn  mle  of  action.  They 
would  not  eat  the  aninHds  which  died  of  themselTes,  but 
tiiey  might  sell  them  to  strang^ers:  bo  they  would  not  take 
usury  oi  each  other,  but  tliey  would  of  straii^rs.  It  was 
their  policy  to  take  care  of  tbemselveB.  If  sttch  a  bank  as 
ours  liad  been  proposed  to  Mows»  he  would  have  put  hit 
vetooniti  as  unfit  ibr  the  Jewirfi  population.  He  wished 
to  know  if  the  gentleman  fram  Virfpnia  intended  that  we 
thould  follow  out  the  Jewish  feeling-  and  policy.  If  tbe 
cflfect  «r  a  reduction  of  the  mta  of  interest  would  be  to 
reduce  it  every  where,  the  banks  which  had  memorializ- 
ed Congress  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  United 
States'  Bank  have  prayed  for  a  diminution  of  their  own 
pn^ts.  He  fttated  that,  by  a  regulation,  of  loans  of  pro- 
perty under  tbe  wdinary  rate,  lenders  would  have  so 
many  bMrowen^  ud  Aere  would  be  sudi  an  overtradii^ 
in  coneequence  of  the  increaae  of  money  tliat  evil  efilectB 
n^t  t>e  expected. 

But  he  denied  Uut  Congress  could,  if  they  would,  by 
reducing  the  rate  of  interest  on  United  Stuten'  Bank  Imiis 
and  discounts,  compel  the  State  banks  to  reduce  their  rate 
of  interest.  He  reiterated  the  statement  that  the  banks 
and  ether  &vorites  of  the  United  States'  Bank  oould,  in 
Uie  event  of  tbe  reduction  of  interest,  reinvest  it  at  six  or 
seven  pvr  cent.,  and  thus  the  bank  might  be  made  a  politi- 
oal  eiwioe.  He  believed  the  proposition  to  be  one  of  the 
worst  waturea  wluch  could  be  introduced  into  the  bill. 
A»  to  tbe  Boston  <MBer,  he  considered  it  extravagant  i  and 
as  the  present  bank  had  been  trie<l  for  twenty  years,  and 
had  always  paid  its  bills,  and  fulfilled  alltbegreatobjectsof 
its  constitution,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  politic  to 
eompcl  it  to  ^ve  way  to  any  substitute.  He  hid  it  down 
that  while  we  had  a  bank  which  could  ismte  and  keep  in 
circulatioo  twice  the  amount  of  ita  mid  and  ttlver,  of 
■oond  oiOTenc7i  we  had  all  the  benmta  which  oould  be 
desired. 

Mr.  DALLAS  then  stated  that  he  bad  been  much  im> 
pressed  by  some  views  which  had  been  thrown  out  by  the 
Senator  finom  North  Carolina  on  a  preceding  day,  but  he 
bad  not  been  able  to  bring  lumself  to  the  condusitn  that 
tiw  chance  now  propna^  would  be  beneficiaL  Here- 
pfied  to  Uw  vaiious  objection!  which  had  been  taken  to 
tbe  present  rate  of  interMt,  and  deprecated  any  interfer- 
«ice  witfa  the  rate  at  which  money  might  be  loaned,  the 
effect  of  which  interference  would  be  to  produce  over- 
trading, which  would  tend  to  public  injury.  Tbe  princi- 
ple thus  introduced  would  be  one  wtiich  ouglit  to  be 
discouraged.  An  injurious  effect  mightabo  be  produced 
on  the  State  banks.  If  they  would  come  down  to  five 
per  cent,  there  would  be  an  inducement  to  overtrade. 
The  United  States'  Bank  is  not  the  onty  source  from  which 
borrowers  obt^  loans{  it  is  surrounded  by  other  institu- 
tiona  of  «  madar  character,  and  the  same  consequences 
were  to  be  expected  in  the  latter  as  would  exhibit  them- 
■elves  in  the  former.  But  suppose  the  United  States' 
Bank  would  not  overtrade  to  make  up  the  difierence  be- 
tween  six  and  five  per  cent,  interest,  it  would  be  compel- 
led to  resort  to  another  mode  of  increanng  its  profits,  and 
Mftking  up  for  tbe  deficiency  of  interest  and  that  mode 
would  be  oy  operating  m  tbe  exchange. 

He  did  not  believe  that  this  reduction  of  interest  would 
be  beneficial  to  the  ctnomunity.  Not  one  tenth,  one  bun* 
dredth  put  of  the  people  would  be  benefited  by  the 
ehai^  in  the  rate  of  interest.  He  attached  weight  to 
the  argument  of  the  SeAator  from  New  Jersey,  that,  if 
tim  is  to  act  on  aU  the  people  of  the  United  Sbtes,  it 
ought  not  to  be  an  act  of  Congrcas,  but  sbouU  be  regu* 


lated  br  the  State  Le^slaturea.  He  argued  that  this  was 
an  important  question — so  important  that  he  could  not 
venture  to  change  what  had  been  the  experience  of  the 
country  for  the  last  forty  yeaie.  Anifif  ne  insisted  that 
after  the  bank,  on  its  part,  had  ftimlled  every  purpose 
which  it  had  contracted  to  fulfil,  had  regulated  exchange, 
and  purified  the  currency,  collected  and  distributed  the 
public  revenue,  it  ahould  then  be  coerced  to  lend  its  mo. 
ney  at  less  than  ite  real  value.  The  bank,  left  to  itself, 
would  be  carried  on  upon  its  own  responsibility.  If  con- 
ducted  skilfully,  it  would  come  out  well;  if  unskilfully,  it 
would  come  out  ill.  The  reduction  of  the  interest  does 
Inotenable  a  borrower  more  easily  to  obtain  his  loan.  If 
he  cannot  get  his  loan  of  the  United  States*  Bank  at  fiv« 
percent.  Be  is  obrigedtocrosatothet^porite  bank,  and 
i borrow  at  six  per  cent;  and  as  he  is  lender  as  well  as 
borrower,  he  make»  Uie  borrower  of  him  pay  the  addt- 
tioaal  interest  which  he  has  himself  paid.  He  stated  tiiat 
he  did  with  reluctance  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  MANGUM  stated  that  he  had  probably  overrated 
the  beneficial  consequences  which  he  expected  to  result 
from  the  adoption  of  the  amrodment  But  he  could  not 
but  express  hii  gratificafion  that  tiie  sentiments  of  Mr. 
Han^lton  had  received  such  respect  from  the  Senate.  He 
stated  that  every  State  in  the  Union,  except  HisMssippi, 
had  regulated  the  rate  of  interest,  and  therefore  all  which 
had  been  said  on  tlie inexpediency  of  any  interference  with 
the  subject  was  inapplicable.  Wa  reflectioiis,  he  said, 
had  led  him  to  the  conviction  that  every  bank  would  be 
coerced,  by  the  example  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  to  a 
re<luction  of  interest,  or  they  would  lose  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  He  had  no  apprehennon  that  the  State 
banks  could  keep  up  this  discrimination  in  the  rate  of-in- 
terest.  If  they  did  so,  all  the  beat  business  would  go  into 
the  United  States'  Bank.  He  was  not  alarmed  by  the  fear 
of  any  over-issues  of  the  United  States'  Bank.  Any  excess 
of  circulation  would  merely  fill  up  the  deficiencies  in  the 
State  currency.  While  he  expressed  Ins  determination 
to  go  as  for  as  any  in  decking  any  excesses  of  feeling  in 
reference  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  he  still  thought 
that  something  ouglit  to  be  done  to  soothe  diasatisfhction 
and  discontent  where  they  were  found  to  exist.  And  he 
srgued  that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  would  have 
a  beneficial  effect.  If  it  should  fiul  to  produce  the  benefits 
which  he  expected,  it  would  be  easy  to  apply  a  correct- 
ive. Public  o^oion  would  apply  such  a  corrective. 
He  invited  a  renew  of  tiie  subject,  and  au^fested  that* 
provUon  dlouU  be  inierted,  retaining  the  power  to  re- 
store  the  present  rate  of  interest  whenever  the  reduced 
rate  should  be  found  to  fwl  in  producmg  any  benefit  He 
would  view  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  as  a  concession 
to  allay  public  excitement  in  the  South,  of  more  povcr 
than  any  which  had  been  exhibited  during  twenty  years. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  made  some  observations  in  tavor  of 
the  reduction  of  interest,  and  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Pemi^lvania.  That  Senator  had  auced  why  the  Govern- 
ment  uioukl  compel  die  bank  to  J«nd  money  fiir  less  tiiaa 
its  value.  If  the  chartering  of  tbe  bank  was  advantageous 
to  the  Government,  it  was  advantageous  to  the  stockhold- 
ers. Like  the  Senator  from  Maine,  he  knew  of  no  obli- 
gation which  the  Government  owed  to  the  stockholdera. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  that  he  did  not  desire  to  let 
them  have  this  charter  at  any  thing  less  than  it  was  worth, 
he  had  no  dispontion  to  extort  one  cent  more.  The  legal 
rate  of  interest  wooklalwvya  be  more tiian  the  actual  TsJue 
of  money.  It  had  been  fixed  at  mx  per  cent,  by  the  law 
of  1791,  because  such  wys  the  average  rate  of  interest  in 
most  of  the  States  oi  die  Umon.  It  varied  from  seven  to 
five,  and  mx  per  cent,  was  taken  as  the  mean  rate  of  in- 
terest. Since  1791,  there  has  been  some  change  in  tbe 
value  of  money.  If  money  ¥raa  wwth  six  per  cent,  then, 
it  must  be  worth  mure  or  leas  now.  He  contended  that 
it  would  not  require  an  aigunent  tosBove  that  the  value 
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ttS  monij  w  much  lew  now  than  it  wu  in  1791.  He  in- 
itanecd  the  term  on  wtuch  the  United  Statei'  Bank  took 
the  looM  of  the  United  States  at  an  intercat  below  »z  per 
cent.,  and  even  paid  a  prenuum  to  obtun  them.  The  four 
and  a  half  per  cent.  Mock  at  thia  mament,  when  about  to 
expire,  ia  aetling  at  more  than  par.  The  bank  took  the 
loans  on  these  terms,  and  then  carried  them  into  the  mar- 
ket, ami  made  a  prdiit  upffii  them.  The  bank  had  divided 
about  iCTen  per  cent  aner  appropriating  a  eonaidetable 
lum  aa  a  surplus  fund  to  cover  the  effects  of  former  mis- 
management,  and  paying  all  ita  expenses.  Consequent^, 
the  Btockholden  were  doing  a  profitable  business  at  the 
present  rate  of  interest  The  practice  of  paying  interest 
»t  the  moment  of  making  the  loan,  brougltt  a  to  the  cha- 
racter of  discount,  and  not  interest,  interest  being  demanda- 
ble  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  the  loan,  instead  ofatthe  com- 
mencement, and  here  the  bank  enjoyed  an  advantage. 
Theie  was  alto  an  advantage  atiang  from  the  practice  of 
counting  boUi  the  day  on  wwch  a  note  was  dated,  and  the 
day  on  which  it  was  due.  Suppose  tiie  interest  was  re- 
duced to  five  per  cent,  with  all  the  advantages  of  the  pre. 
yicua  payment  of  tlie  interest,  and  the  practice  of  counting 
8izty-K>ur  days  for  sixty-three,  the  interest  would  be 
brought  up  nearly  to  ux  per  cent,  as  it  now  a  to  seven 
per  cent  He  put  the  qtiestion  how  it  lus  happened  that 
the  four  and  a  h^  per  cent  stock  was  above  par,  and 
the  stock  of  the  banic  ao  greatly  above  par.  The  stock 
of  the  bank  was  lueb.  On  account  of  theamount  of  profit 
able  discounts  ms(u  by  the  bank  on  ita  own  notes.  He 
was  against  allowing  the  bank  to  take  more  than  an  indivi. 
dual  was  permittecTto  take.  But  it  was  sud  that,  if  the 
interest  were  reduced,  the  bank  would  over-issue.  The 
bulk  may  now  do  so;  but  the  bank  will  not  extend  its 
issues  beyond  the  line  of  security,  and  as  far  aa  that,  for 
the  sake  of  the  profits,  it  doubtless  extends  them  now.  It 
iasaid  the  States  will  make  overissues.  The  same  argu- 
ment applies,  l^ere  is  no  danger  while  one  institution  is 
watching  anotherasjealoualyastheydo  now.  Everybank 
will  go  as  far  as  they  safely  can,  at  whatever  rate  the  in- 
terest may  be  fixed. 

He  did  not  exactly  understand  the  distinction  between 
or^nary  discounts  and  the  buying  of  domestic  bills  of  eX' 
change.  When  gentlemen  said  that  the  bank  would  be 
obliged  to  enlarge  their  prints  on  exchange,  he  did  not 
exactly  understand  their  meaningiandas  to  for«gn  bills  of 
exchange,  he  bad  no  fear  that  tlie  bank  would  ever  deal 
in  these  Sx  the  sake  of  profit,  or  from  any  cause  but  ne- 
cessity, or  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Government, 
He  considered  that  the  bank  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  a 
better  situation  than  an  individual. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  be  diifered  entirely  from  the  Se- 
nator from  Virginia  as  to  that  which  forma  the  bada  of  liis 
argument  This  is  still  matter  of  opinion.  Tbebanswas, 
Aat,  aa  six  per  cent  was  the  rate  of  interest  pud  in  1791, 
H  ought  to  be  less  now,  because  the  value  of  money  was 
leas  now  than  in  1791.  He  denied  that  the  value  of  money 
was  less  now  than  in  1791.  The  money  of  the  country 
bad  not  outstripped  the  enterprise  of  the  cuuntty.  He 
would  compare  the  value  of  the  money  with  what  was 
proposed.  He  knew  no  place  where  the  value  of  com- 
mercial notes  was  not  six  per  cent  He  believed  the  rate 
of  interest  had  been  rused  in  Virgiiua  snce  .1791{  and 
throughout  the  Uititcd  States  there  was  do  State  where 
the  interest  was  less  than  six  per  cent.{  consequently,  if 
the  lowest  rate  be  six  per  cent.,  nx  per  cent,  cannot  be 
taken  as  the  average.  It  wu  also  argued  that  the  Go- 
vernment stock  was  above  par.  He  asked  the  Senator 
is  Government  bonds,  and  bonds  and  mortgage  on  good 
estate,  did  not  always  bring  a  lower  interest  than  any  com- 
mercial reaponiibihty.  Thia  ia  becvuse  of  the  uncertainty 
ti  all  oommercial  security.  The  Senator,  if  executor  of 
an  able,  would  not  invest  money  in  commercial  aecurity, 
ottKCOOntt^  ita  unecrtaiiity.   A«to  the  exacting  of  toe 


ascountofn  note  beforehand,  and  die  charge  of  iateiok 
for  sixty-fiiur  day*  instead  of  sixty-tbtee,  he  also  ^nd. 
Any  individual  could  discount  on  the  suae  tanns;  tiw 
privilege  was  not  exclusive  to  a  bank.  Every  buk 
stands  on  the  footing  of  a  public  banker,  or  of  an  indivi- 
dual who  discounts  a  note.  They  stand  on  tlie  same  fiiob. 
ing.  The  gentleman  asked  why  stoeks  alxMit  to  expire 
comnaandeda  price  above  par.  It  was  because  of  the «k 
perior  credit  Mid aecarity  of  the  Govemment  Asta>tte 
matter  of  the  four  days^  he  did  not  know  timt  bub  m 
entitled  to  charge  interest  for  the  fourth  day.  If  thij 
violated  the  law,  they  were  liable  to  the  penalties  of  unity. 
If  they  were  hnns  at  four  or  five  per  cent,  there  veie 
often  loans  at  nine,  ten,  and  up  to  twenty  per  eent  He 
stated  that  tiie  bank  lud  never  made  any  large  dvidcai 
nor  could  it,  unless  it  was  more  fi>rtunate  than  it  had  bees. 
The  old  bank  had  never  paid  more  than  ooe  hundred  pa 
cent. 

The  Senator  from  Virntua  hadaud  tiixt  wbeie  Stale 
banks  had  discounted  at  different  ratea  of  interest,  loenl 
had  occurred.  He  did  not  know  of  any  case  when  Ack 
banks  had  come  iuto  collisitMi.  Money  was  always  cbapct 
in  cities  than  any  where  else;  and  there  was  force  is 
the  observation  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  that  con- 
merdal  men  will  have  the  benefits  of  the  reducedintei«i^ 
and  no  othera.  He  could  not  agree  that  the  value  of  mo- 
ney was  less  now  than  in  1791. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  Uie  Government  could  not,  hi  1791, 
borrow  money  for  less  than  six  per  cent  Nov,  Gown- 
raentcould  b«TOW  at  four  and  a  half  per  cent  Onbuk 
stock  now,  money  could  be  hwrowed  at  five  per  cent, 
while  on  other  security  it  could  not  be  got  fi«  tea  Hue 
six  per  cent. 

Mr.  BIBB  made  Momc  observations  to  sustain  hii  pro- 
position to  amend,  and  in  reply  to  tbe  objectioBS  wmck 
had  been  urged  against  it.  He  oontcnded  that  CoifMi 
was  necessarily  called  on  now  to  regulate  the  rste  v  is- 
terest.  He  viewed  the  qtieation  in  two  li^rts,  as  to  tbe 
effect  of  die  rediu^on  on  the  comnmmqr,  and  whether 
it  would  so  cripple  the  bank  itself,  aa  to  prevent  sn  »■ 
ceptance  of  the  charter.  He  dted  Adam  Stnith  and  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  and  all  the  intermediate  writers,  to  tap- 
port  his  position,  that  the  conununi^  would  be  benefilt^ 
by  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest.  Hw  beneft 
would  be  felt  fint  by  the  borrowers,  and  dienoe  vesH 
extend  itself  to  all  classes  of  the  people.  He  aicribta 
the  alleged  profits  of  the  bank  to  a  variety  of  csiaef, 
among  which  was  the  undrawn  tjeponte  wbidi  the  Gorem- 
ment  always  had  in  the  bank,  vanring  from  one  mflfion  U 
three  millions.  He  inaiated  that  the  buik  wouM  be  wilfii( 
to  take  the  charter  with  tbe  reduced  interoat 

On  the  c&a  of  Mr.  DIDB,  ttK  yeas  and  nays  mre  «- 
dered. 

The  queafion  was  then  token  on  A#  motioato  ttOx 
out,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dudlev.  Effi^ 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hai.  King,  Mangum,  Mmj,  MiUer,  Ro- 
binson, Smith.  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 18- 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell.  Buckner,  Chambers,  Chy.Chy- 
Ion,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Forsytii,  Frelinghuysen,  H«- 
drieks,  Hohnes,  Johnstcm,  Knight,  Moore,  Naudain,  IW- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Silabee,  SpngMi 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wilkina.— 3&. 
So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  ncgatiTed. 
The  question  then  being  on  concurrence  witii  tw 
amendment  of  the  Comnuttee  of  tba  Whde,  prori^ 
for  a  bonus  of  150,000  dollars  per  annum  during  tbe  fif- 
teen years  for  which  tbe  charter  is  continued  by  tbe  bm, 
Mr.  SPHAGUE  rase  to  move  tbe  substitution  of  a  h^ 
sum  forthebonua.   He  was  of  tfie  iqnniantbat,  ifu7 
booua  at  all  was  to  be  fpven,  it  ot^bt  to  be  adeqwte  to 
the  benefit  received  by  tiie  bank,  iapn^oHiaatotbcpi*- 
fiU  of  the  stoekhoUen.   If  the  stock  ww  lo  iceenf  > 
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gmX  addition  to  tta  vahie  by  the  continuance  of  the  chap- 
trr,  the  question  was — "What  could  the  stockholders  afford 
to  pay  l<H-  tUs  continuance?  It  was  at  the  option  of  Con- 
grtm  either  to  conthrae  tiutbank,  or  tocatablMi  anew 
one.  If  they  riioukl  be  of  the  o|»idon  that  a  new  wie 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  public  than  the  present 
bank,  and  if  they  detenmned  to  establish  a  new  bank,  it 
could  not  be  re^^rded  as  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  stock- 
holders in  the  present  institution,  as  the  Government  would 
have  fulfilled  all  their  contract  with  this  bank.  It  had 
been  stated  that  the  bank  could  thvide  among  the  itock- 
hdders  seven  per  cent  t  and.  as  an  offer  had  been  made  by 
a  oompuy.  at  the  head  of  whi^  wa*  Mr.  lliomdike,  of 
Boaton*  whoae  pecuniary  abili^  was  well  known,  as  well 
aa  otter  gentlenten  of  known  respectabifity,  and  they  had 
offered  two  per  ceot  for  the  privilege,  he  thought  that  it 
would  net  be  unreasonable  to  make  this  bonus  one  and  a 
half.  He  then  moved  to  strike  out  *  •  15(^000,»  and  to  in 
•ert  "525,000." 

Mr.  U  AYNE  wishing  for  some  time  to  think  of  the  pro 
poution,  and  Mr.  WEBSTER  having  tbe  samediqMsition, 

The  Senate  a^eonied. 

WmSXSDAT,  JVITB  6. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  comaderatiun  of  the  bill  to 
modify  and  continue  tbe  act  to  incttrporate  tbe  subscrib- 
ers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  pendiiw  b^ngthe  motioD<^Mr.  SmMvx 
to  strike  out  the  sum  of  **150,000"  astfae  aaooal  anuRint 
of  tbe  bonus  required  of  the  bank, 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  should  act  on  the  preaumption  that 
tbe  lundi  section  was  to  be  stricken  out,  and  that  the 
•mount  of  the  boous  was  to  go  into  tbe  pubtic  treasury. 
He  WM  not  disposed  to  tax  the  bank  unreasonably.  He 
agreed  that  the  Government  owed  no  obligation  to  the 
bank.  He  was  also  agunst  impoMOg  too  heavy  a  burden 
on  the  bank,  as  be  wished  to  leave  room  for  the  States  to 
impose  a  tax  on  the  bank.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for 
300,000  dolhrs,  but  nothing  beyond  that 

Mr*  GRUNDY  aud  he  was  not  disposed  to  ask  more  than 
th&bank  could  reasonably  pay.  He  would  have  proposed 
ft  reduction  of  interest.  He  asked  a  divi uon  of  the  question. 

Mr.  M  ARCY  said  he  regretted  to  hear  honorable  Sena- 
tors speak  of  so  small  •  sum  tar  a  bonos  aa  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ortwo  hundred  thousand  diAlars.  He  was  fully 
persuaded  that  tbe  stockluriders  of  the  present  bank  could 
aiffmd  to  give  &  much  larger  sum.  It  seemed  to  be  agreed 
on  all  m&t  that  these  stockholders  are  not  entitled  to 
atiy  {H«ference.  They  have  no  right  to  aakany  &vor,  and 
we  are  under  no  obligation  to  grant  any.  He  was  not  dis- 
posed to  drive  a  bad  baigain  with  them,  nor  would  he  con- 
aent  that  they  ^old  make  an  unconscionable  one  with  the 
Government.  The  question  then  presents  itself,  what  b 
a  renewal  of  the  diarter  worth  to  the  appUcaots?  He 
would  not  repeat  what  waaaaid  on  this  subieetyesterday; 
but  the  Senate  will  rec<dlect  that  they  bad  a  proposition 
beCore  tiiem  from  theettizenst^  Massachusetts,  which  will 
yield  a  much  larger  sum  than  that  now  geneiidly  spoken 
of.  The  reapecubility  of  those  from  whom  the-propon- 
tion  came,  had  not  been,  and  cannot  be,  quutiooed. 
Those  memorialists  are,  beyond  all  doubt,  of  sufficient 
ability  to  set  in  operation,  by  the  time  the  present  charter 
will  have  expired,  ui  institution  tbM  wUl  anawer  all  the 
useful  puiposes  of  the  one  now  in  e^itence.  They  o^er 
to  p*f  to  tbe  Government  one  per  cent,  on  the  capital, 
and  to  beciHiie  subject  to  taxation  b^  the  States  to  any 
■um  not  exceeding  one  per  cent  It  »  not  to  be  doubted 
that  tbe  States  would  tax  nearly  np  to  the  linut  The  of- 
fer from  the  dtizens  of  Hassachusetts  would  therefore 
MDOunt,  on  the  capital  mentioned  in  the  bill,  to  seven  hun- 
dred thoHsend  dollars.   Though  this  offer  may  not  be  con- 


clunve  evidence  of  the  precise  sum  which  ought  to  be  pud 
for  the  extennon  of  the  charter,  it  ia  entitled  to  much  cm- 
sidcratioa  in  fixing  that  sum. 

Hie  present  price  of  the  stocks  it  also  m  evidenee  of 
the  worth  of  the  privilege  about  to  be  granted.  If  it  were 
certun  that  no  extension  of  the  charter  would  be  erantedf 
tbe  price  of  the  stock  would  soon  declinet  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  a  charter  were  actually  secured  to  the  com- 
pany, it  is  an  opinion  which  no  one  controverts,  that  there 
would  be  a  sudden  rise  in  the  stocks.  This  event  would 
probably  bring  it  to  fifty  per  cent,  premium. 

Such  is  the  estimate  of  tbe  most  enlightened  fHendt  of 
tbe  present  hank-— of  those  who  best  know  the  rituatioB 
of  its  afialrs,  and  are  thereftm  best  quaGfled  to  fnm  an 
accurate  judgment  on  the  subject. 

To  show  that  there  is  no  error  on  this  subject,  he  [Mv.  , 
M.]  Bsid  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  refer  to  the  opinion 
of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  aa 
expressed  in  a  speech  delivered  some  time  since,  in  this 
body,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  In  animadverting  on 
thtf  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
wherein  the  Secretary  propceed  to  sell  tbe  seven  millions 
stock  now  owned  by  the  United  States  for  eight  wSHf 
lions,  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky  observed  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  make  a 
sale  at  that  advance,  if  the  bank  was  not  to  be  recharteredt 
for,  said  he,  the  stock  would  net  be  worth  but  about  par 
withmit  a  renewal  of  the  bank;  bat  he  contended  that,  if 
the  bank  was  to  be  recbartered,  the  sale  of  the  seven  mil- 
lions of  stock  owned  bjr  the  United  States  for  eight  mil- 
lions would  be  a  most  improvident  contract  on  the  part 
uf  Uie  Qovemmenti  for,  in  case  the  bank  should  be  rechar^ 
tered,  the  price  of  stock,  he  observed,  would  advance  to 
fifty  per  cent,  above  its  par  value.  Here  we  have,  said  Mr. 
M.,  an  opinion  of  a  friend  of  the  bank,  well  acquainted  with 
its  affairs,  and  every  way  competent  to  form  an  accurate 
opinion  of  the  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  measure  now 
under  consideration,  that,  without  a  renewal  of  tbe  char- 
ter, the  stock  of  the  bank  will  settie  down  to  pari  with  a 
renewal,  it  will  command  a  prenrium  of  fifty  per  cent.  By 
this  act*  then,  said  Mr.  M.j  we  are  abont  to  enridi  the 
present  stockholders,  according  to  this  opinion,  Seventeen 
million  dollars.  What  ia  it  proposed  we  dull  ask  for  this 
fiivor?  Only  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  or  two  hun- 
dred thousand  doUarsper  annum.  This  is  a  remuneration 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  advantage  we  are  about  to  be- 
stow:. The  smallest  sum  we  ought  to  think  of  inserting  in 
the  seetiim,  riiould  be  that  named  yesterday  by  the  Senator 
from  MiMie,  (9535/100. )  Mr.  M.  aaidhe  did  not  go  for  so  large 
a  sum  as  that  offered  by  the  memorialiats  from  Massachu- 
setts^ because  a  part  of  that  sum  was  to  he  levied  by  the 
States  astaxes;  and  he  would  not  give  any  vote  from  whidi 
it  might  be  inferred  that  the  right  of  the  State  to  tax  the 
bank  and  its  branches  was  intended  to  be  surrendered  or 
compromisedi  for  in  hisopinion  tbe  States  have  that  rights 
and  Congress  should  not  if  they  could,  and  probdily  could 
not  if  they  would,  take  it  away. 

Mr.  BENTON  referred  to  the  documents  on  the  table, 
to  prove  that  the  profits  of  the  bank  were  so  large  as  to 
admit  of  the  payment  of  a  laige  bonus.  The  nett  proftti^ 
he  contended,  were  more  than  nine  per  cent,  at  this  time. 
The  bank  had  now  debts  to  double  the  amount  of  its  capi- 
tal, independently  of  its  real  estate.  There  was  a  compa- 
ny which  offered  700,000  doUars  per  annum  for  a  bank| 
and  it  was  remarkable  that  tiiia  was  a  fraction  under  tbe 
undivided  surplus  of  the  present  bank,  after  paying  seven 
per  oent.  dividend.  Gentlemen,  therefore,  snoula  not  be 
alarmed  at  the  idea  that  they  were  making  a  hard  bar- 
gain  for  the  bank.  He  main^ned  that,  if  there  were  in 
some  Statea^fisttrM  stockholders,  who  might  be  compel* 
led  to  cont^fcwft  tetbe  Government  there  were  in  some 
States  no  stiMUnUers.  He  said  he  should  more  to  iO 
the  bUnk  with  rw^OOOdoUars.    _  . 
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Mr.  CLAYTON  referred  to  vlwt  lud  been  nid  u  to 
4w  off^of  Ur.  TboTDdike  and  others,  and  the  amount  trf 
the  bonus  they  had  named.  Thej  desired  a,  charter  for 
twenty  years.  The  terra  proposed  for  the  present  bank 
is  fifteen  years.  He  then  referred  to  the  dtmrence  in  the 
capitals.  The  Boston  propontion  was  for  a  bank  with 
fifty  millions,  while  the  capital  of  the  existing^  bank  was 
but  thirnr-Are  raUlions.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
■Hid  dolhrs  now  proposed,  he  oonridered  as  about  equal, 
OM^etin^  the  oifference  in  the  offera  with  tfie  Bnton 
offer  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ddlars.  But  he 
was  not  disposed  to  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  any  bill  con- 
taining the  principle  suggested  in  the  Boston  proponl. 
He  referred  to  a  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  if  the  bank  were  now  to  divide  nine  per  cent,  to 
the  end  of  its  charter,  it  would  not  have  divided  an  ave- 
rage of  Hx  per  cent  among  the  stockholders.  He  could 
ast,  therefore,  vote  for  the  propoiition  of  ihm  Somtor 
from  Miiaouri»  as  he  thought  two  luindredthounLod  dollar* 
a  suffident  bonus.  He  adautted  the  light  of  the  States  to 
tax  their  own  bank%  but  not  to  tax  the  Ui^ed  Stated  Bank 
or  its  branches. 

Ur.  FOOT  sud  it  (fid  not  appear  from  the  original  char- 
ter that  the  bank  was  estabUabed  on  the  application  of  any 
company,  but  tliat  it  was  a  sun;estion  of  the  Government 
to  establish  such  a  bank  for  the  purpoaas  of  the  puUic, 
and  now  that  it  wai  propoied  to  renew  it,  it  was  not  for 
the  benefit  of  the  in^ndualatocUmldeei,  but  of  the  Go- 
vemmenL  He  would  not  look  to  the  stockholders,  but  to 
the  necessity  of  a  bank  at  aU,  and  then  to  the  propriety  of 
taxing  this  bank.  IF  the  bonus  be  made  too  tar^.  so  as  to 
trammel  the  bank,  the  stockholders  will  be.dnven  to  re- 
gard their  own  interest  in  preference  to  that  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  insisted  that  a  bank  in  Boston  or  in  New 
York  could  afford  to  pay  a  larger  bonus  than  the  present 
bank,  but  domed  that  the  average  price  of  biak  stock 
throughout  the  country  waa  not  above  par. 

Mr.  CLAY  a»d  the  question  of  the  amount  of  bonus 
would  not  admit  of  any  precise  asccrtwnment.  It  must 
rest  on  opinion.  But  it  was  to  be  recollected  that  the  bo- 
nus was  not  the  ooly  benefit  which  the  Government  would 
derive  from  the  bank.  And  as  to  tlyi  advantages  whidi 
the  bank  would  receive  from  the  Government,  so  far  as 
regards  the  public  depontes,  they  will  diminish  with  the 
diowtittion  m  the  revenue.  The  bonus  ought  to  be  de- 
temined  with  a  view  to  the  average  dhndenda  from  the 
commencement  of  the  institution,  and  these  would  be 
found  not  to  exceed  fiye  per  cent  Another  rule  might 
be  found  by  reforing  to  the  tax  imposed  by  the  States  on 
their  banks,  which  was  not  more  than  a  half  per  cent, 
and  no  bonus  was  encted-  He  bad  no  objection  to  go 
Up  to  300,000  doUara.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  liis  foi^ 
mer  f>pinions  bad  been  quoted  with  approbation  by  an 
honorable  Senator,  and  he  hoped  that  when  another  qttes> 
tion  should  come  befwe  the  Senate,  that  bis  opinions  on 
that  subject  mirht  be  referred  to  witfi  equal  approbation. 
In  addition  to  the  conuderations  be  had  named,  the  value 
of  money  ought  to  be  regarded;  and  he  differed  from  the 
view  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  aa  to  the  rela- 
tive value  of  money.  He  adverted  to  the  rates  at  which 
noney  was  loaned  on  discount  at  New  Orleans,  which 
were  ten  per  eent.f  end  through  the  Umted  States,  he 
supposed,  the  rate  of  interest  varied  from  ei|^  to  ten  per 
oent  Taking  the  rate  of  interest,  the  tax  on  State  banks, 
and  the  bonus  jpven  by  the  old  bank,  tw  thought  that  the 
bonus  now  should  not  exceed  a  half  per  cent  He  would 
not  take  his  data  from  Wall  street,  but  would  regard  tbe 
bank  as  an  old  and  faithful  agent;  and  while  he  would  not 
make  a  bargain  ^sadvanti^eous  to  theiiavemment,  be 
wouU  not  make  one  hard  upon  the  imNiilhd^.' 

Mr.  8PBA6UB  said  he  W  Mali  ii«|i<hp<iii»e  refuta- 
tion of  the  anumente  by  which  ha  haMMlKd  hispto- 
pontionf  but  Iiad  listened  in  nin.  He  iHl4f  the  Ofdnion, 


w/A  tlw  Senator  froB  Kentucky,  dwt  h  woddbe  lim 
tocontuHieanoIdand  fiuthfiil  servant,  than  to  wind  op  lbs 
concerns  of  the  preaent  bank,  and  commence  a  new  sac 
But  he  oootended  that  no  one  had  shown  that  th«  bMk 
would  not  divide  seven  per  cent  heresAert  aad  if  dut 
waa  admitted,  why  should  not  mm  anda  half  per  cmL  bt 
deducted  as»  bonus?  Waa  it  to  be  believed  that  tbe  lows 
(bring  the  next  fifteen  yean  will  be  equal  to  those  in  tbt 
fcraier  history  of  thebank^  NooacdenedthsttheilBA 
would  be  greatly  enhanced  m  value  b^  the  continuanoe  of 
theoharter.  He  stated'the  tax  on  \ — iVm'n— r-lm 
setta  and  Maine  was  one  per  ceat,  aud  no  bank  wss  better 
conducted  than  tiw  bank  o£  Massachuaetta.  ExctaiiTe  of 
this  tax,  the  stockholders  areaubjected  toa  tax  on  tbdr 
stock.  The  stock  <^  the  United  States'  Bank,  beinff  m» 
ketable  over  tbe  wmM,  was,  atfivepercent.,equiltothtf 
of  the  State  banka  at  six  per  cent  He  predicted  thM  if 
the  charter  be  extended^  even  at  the  bonuheinopoRd, 
tbe  bank  would  recdve  a  benefit  of  nrillions.  He  wiAed 
thiA  gentlemen  who  proposed  300,000  dollars  would  ibow 
the  reasona  on  which  that  motion  waa  founded. 

Ute  motion  to  strike  out  was  then  taken  yeas  ud 
nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Beaten,  Brown,  Buckner,  Chun- 
hers.  Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  EOii, 
Ewmg,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frermebuyscn,  Grundv,  Htyoe, 
Rendncks,  Hohnca,  Johnston,  Kane,  Kiiw,  Knght,  Mu- 
gum,  Marcy,  MIHer,  Moore,  Naudain,  Pwidezter,  Pren- 
tiss, Bobbins,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Silsbec,  Smilh,Spngiic, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  TonUinson,  Troup,  TVlcr,  Vfwgp- 
man,  Webster,  Wilkins,  White.— 45. 

NAVS — none. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  moved  to  insert  300,000"  doDut. 
Mr.  F.  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  subject  had  been 
discussed  upon  grounds  not  very  liberal.  Instead  of  op- 
posing tbe  stodEboldcr%  we  should  look  to  tbe  iMnot 
which  the  ooontry  has  m  tiie  institatioo:  he  Aoii|bt  tbe 
proper  questions  far  diacusrion  were— does  the  interal 
of  the  country  require  tiie  recharteringof  this,  or  die 
creation  of  sOTie  other  bank }  This  seems  to  be  admitted 
on  all  sides  of  tbe  House.  What  further  cbeckiara  ne- 
pessary  to  sceure  the  grttX  objects  tor  which  tbe  public 
interest  requires  a  baok^  No  Senator  has  pn^MModasr 
fur&erohecksthan  have  been  already 'adopted  intbebiUi 
fron  tbia  it  is  fiiir  to  infor  dmt  even  those  opposed  to  (he 
bank  do  not  ask  any  forAer  weauity  for  ^e  iaitbfulsd' 
ministrMioD  of  ita  uRurs:  notUng,  then,  remains  but  ts 
fix  tbe  amount  of  tax  which  this  institution  ought  to  ptj 
for  its  privileges.  On  this  sabject  there  is  a  great  diw 
sity  of  opinion,  and  it  cannot  be  ssoertained  widi  any  pre- 
OMon  miat  the  exact  amount  diould  be.  Mr.  P.  Midi 
from  Us  own  experience  on  this  subject,  dnrii^  tbe  period 
in  wluch  he  haa  been  engaged  in  conuDWoal  pumolh 
and  fondliar  with  bankhvopentioiHb  he  had  fixei^  in  hii 
own  mind,  the  amount  at  two  hundred  thousand  dofloi 
per  annum. 

It  ought  to  he  recollacted  that  the  bank  ms  oripnal^ 
chartered  by  tbe  Government,  without  any  ap pbeaiioB 
from  the  stockholder^  or  otherst  that  a  bonus  of  wie 
lion  five  hundred  thouiitnd  doUart  mw  required,  and  that  it 
was  diOcult  toium«re  the  neocsmiy  subaBiiptieRfbrili 
stockt  tiiat  aeveral  nuUions  were  sutMcribed  on  specah- 
tiont  that  the  priee  of  the  ttoek.  was  aooo  raised  to  one 
hundred  and  nxty-nxt  tb*!^  !<■  putting  the  bank  in  ^ 
ration,  great  expenses  were  incurred,  great  bassrds  es- 
countered,  and  great  loasea  were  sustained,  from  aw 
cause)  whether  ftom  ignorance  of  the  managers,  or  <^ 
causes,  was  of  little  importance  now  to  inquire:  but  tb« 
fuct  was  notorious,  that  the  stock  fell  in  consequence  coe* 
riderablr  below  par.  like  8enab»-  from  Pennq4<wua 
[Mr.  DauAs]  bad  stated,  and  he  [Mr.  P.]  befievedMr 
rectly,  tha^  withoat  a  profit  of  bom  per  cent  fiir  ibe^ 
tctt  jtKnf  ymjpoMA  exteoMB  of  the^nto^  ibe^oct 
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boldcts  vould  not  lecuve  six  per  cent,  for  their  invMt- 
mentk!  The^  hare  incurred  all  the  riaki.  uid  mffeted 
the  loMet{  uded  the  Government  in  the  collection  ud 
disbuneroent  of  the  revenue*  without  conipenMtioni  and 
the  Oovemoient  wm  anmiaJlly  receiving  (u  Mr.  F.  be- 
lieved) a  bendit  from  the  bank  of  at  least  three  hundred 
thousand  dollt'rs,  to  which  he  would  add  an  annual  tax  of 
two  hundred  thoueand  doltan;  which  would  be  equal  to 
an  annual  tax  of  half  amillion  of  dollars:  this  he  beAeved 
ta  be  as  much  as  the  bank  could  well  bear,  for  -the  privi- 
lege and  the  use  GovemiBent  depontes.  He  hid  no 
doubt  they  would  accept  the  charter,  even  if  a  heavier 
lax  should  be  impOMdt  but,  if  the  bank  was  unreaioiMbljr 
burdened,  an  faiducenent  was  held  out  to  then  to  consult 
dieir  own  interest,  rather  than  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. All  experience  proves  that,  unless  nten  are  com- 
pensated for  public  services,  they  v'dl  compensate  them- 
selves! If  the  Government  deals  liberally  and  honorably 
with  its  i^nt^  it  furnishes  the  best  security  for  fair  and 
honoiaUe  dealing  on  their  part:  if  the  bank  places  confi- 
dence m  the  Obvernmenti  they  ma^  reasonably  -ei^wct 
redprocal  confidence  and  good  &ith  m  the  eflleen  or  the 
bank.  Mr.  F.  believed  die  avenge  value  of  bafdc  stock 
had  heen  estimated  too  high.  With,  respect  to  k  tax  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  stock,  as  paid  by  the  Boston  banks, ' 
it  certwnly  must  be  admitted  that,  in  bu^  commercial 
cities,  banks  can  bear  a  heavier  tax  than  in  the  interior; 
and,  if  the  United  Slates*  Bank  could  linnt  its  branches 
to  the  SIX  large  Atlantie  t^tie^  it  eouM  bettv  bear  a 
tax  of  four  hundred  thousand  duUars,  than  with  its 
branehrt  in  the  interior  States,  .for  the  aceommodation  of 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  laitdr,  and  the  facilKiea  and 
security  of  the  revenue  of  the  Government,  they  can  af- 
ford to  pay  the  proposed  tax  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  it  should  be  recollected,  all  their  losses  were  incur- 
Tcd  in  tlie  Western  States.  The  bank  is  now  in  successful 
operation;  the  Government  reoeivea  the  full  benefits  ex- 
pected by  its  most  sanguine  friends.  The  president  and 
board  of  directors  have  dischai^ed  their  duties  fiiithfully, 
and  aequired  usefiil  knowledge  by  lon^  experience.  The 
entire  pubfic  confidence  in  the  bank,  with  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  tliis  bill,  will  secure  a  sound  and  equal  cur- 
rency through  the  whole  country.  The  amount  of  tax 
forms  but  a  small  part  of  the  interest  which  the  country 
baa  in  this  institution,  or  in  tlie  benefits  which  will  result 
from  its  faithful  administration.  He  believed  that  a  tax 
of  three  miUiona  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  annual  payments 
of  two  hundred  ^ousand  dollars,  for  fifteen  years,  was  as 
BHch.  as  the  bank  could  veil  pay,  and  with  which  tlie 
Goremment  ought  to  be  Misfied. 

Mr.  JOHNSI'ON  said  that  one  of  the  grounds  on  which 
&e  present  motion  was  made,  was  the  amount  which  the 
States  taxed  their  banks.  He  8i^:geeted  tluU  if  the  exam- 
ple of  South  OaroLna  in  Uxinfc  the  bank  shares  was  fol- 
lowed, and  he  saw  no  objection  to  it,  the  State  tax,  added 
to  the  bonus,  would  bring  up  the  amount  to  one  per 
oMit    The  fluctuations  in  the  price  vX  stock  he  regarded 

mere  matters  between  the  bu^^cn  and  sellers,  accord- 
ing to  the  spceuladve  spirit  which  prevmiled.  He  re- 
mmded  the  Senate  that  these  were  times  oP  extraordi- 
nary prosperity,  that  we  have  had  an  unusual  importa- 
laon,  and  that  capital  was  hunting  about  ft>r  a  market. 
But  it  would  mt  be  fiur  to  Uke  these  times  as  a  criterion 
for  the  faturet  and  he  did  not  believe  that,  taUnff  the 
term  of  the  charter  throug^MUt^  the  rate  of  dindeDd 
would  exceed  five  per  cent.  The  gradaal  disappearance 
of  all  otlier  pub^  stocks,  of  a  safe  uiaraoter,  would  leave 
tlie  bank  as  the  only  secure  depovtoi?.  Tet,  a  great 
part  of  the  stock  was  the  property  of  fiemalest  and  no 
g7«at  proportion  was  the  stuck  of  great  capitaLsts.  He 
etated  that  the  fact  that  the  discounu  of  the  hank  at  ux 
per  eent.,  amounting  to  rixty  millions,  was  to  be  received 
m  evideoce  that  there  was  stHI  a  great  demand  for  money 


The  valoe  of  money,  be  stated,  changes  every  day,  and 
in  the  same  plac^  as  it  is  -controlled  by  circumstances. 
One  per  cent,  he  looked  upon  as  beitw  u  much  aa  the 
institution  could  beari  and  two  bundrra  thousand  doDin 
would  leave  room  for  the  States  to  tut,  to  flv  as  to  make 
the  amount  of  the  contribution  of  the  bank  equal  to  that. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  depositcs  in  the  bank  had 
never  exoeeded  two  million  sx  hundred  thousand  dollars^ 
and  it  was  not  likely  that  in  future  these  depoaites  would 
much  exceed  the  sum  due  to  the  institution  for  its  i^^eney 
in  die  public  burincis. 

Hr.  SUlTHMnd,the  Senatonwhoaredesfaottatoeuct 
an  um«aaooaUe  b<mu>  from  the  bank,  Jmve  frequent^ 
quoted  the  ofiemiade  by  certain  specuktors.  [Here  Mr. 
SILSBEE  rose,  and  repelled  the  epithet  **  speouhtoto,'* 
and  said  the  Boston  petitiooen  were  b^ly  respectable 
gentlemen.]  1  mean  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  amugn  their 
respeotabilityi  they  are  known  to  be  very  respectable^ 
but  if  we  call  a  roae  by  amAher  name,  it  stitt  retains  its 
odor.  The  Senator  finm  Massaohuaetti  (Ur.  SilsbbxI 
will  pmnit  me  to  say  that  the  proportion  was  a  graM 
snecidation^insidious,  and  weU  mdculated  to  deoei** 
those  who  are  not  piactically  acquMuted  with  banking 
operations.  What  is  the  proposition?  That  the  petitioners 
agree  to  pay  one  per  cent,  on  the  cai»tal  annually,  as  a 
bonus  to  the  Guvernmeot,  and  submit  to  the  tajcation  of  the 
States  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  that  imposed 
on  thdr  own  State  banks^  respectively,  for  which  thn' 
yk  a  charier  for  tven^  years,  and  ae^utal  ^  fifty  mit 
Uons  of  dollars  at  par.  I  con^der  it  higldy  honorable  to 
the  Senate  that  there  could  not  be  found  one  member 
of  the  whole  body,  who  would  lend  himself  to  a  propor- 
tion to  sell  a  charter  to  men  who,  having  bought,  woutd 
claim  the  right  to  sellf  over  whom  there  would  tuive  been 
little  control;  and  who  would  have  used  the  power  under 
their  charter  for  their  own  emolument,  without  any  regard 
to  the  interest  or  accommodation  of  the  Government- 
men  who  n^s^  have  used  ttietr  power  for  par^purpose% 
and  who  would  soon  have  sold  out  the  stock  to  an  im- 
mense  profit,  and  cared  little  for  the  trifling  bonus  they 
had  offered,  or  the  illusory  subnusnon  to  the  taxation  of 
the  States.  What  would  have  been  the  profits  of  these 
memorialists,  had  their  application  to  Congress  been  suc- 
cessful >  Suppose  they  had  sold  the  stock  of  fifty  millions 
at  what  it  is  preaumed  to  have  cost  the  stockholders  of  the 
present  hank,  on  the  average,  say  twenty-five  per  cent., 
a  sale,  'mt  this  rate,  would  resalt  in  a  nett  profit  of  twelve 
million  five  hundred  thousand  didlars,  for  which  th<7 
(in  their  great  liberality)  offered  a  bonusof  one  per  cent, 
annually  on  the  capital.  It  may  be  asked,  do  we  not. 
a  renewal  of  the  chatter,  give  a  like  profit  to  the  present 
stockholders?  1  answer,  no.  Few  of  the  original  sub* 
seribers  now  hold  the  stock;  and  even  to  those  few  the 
stock  cost  them  at  least  $115  for  every  share  of  their 
stock.  They  gave  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  for  the 
specie  paid  in,  and  lost  the  difference  between  the  value  oS 
their  stock,  which  they  had  pud  in,  and  Uie  value  at  wfakh 
it  was  subscribed.  Thirteen  millions  of  three  per  cent, 
were  pud  itl  (which  the  holders  bad  refhit-d  to  pu^  with 
to  the  Government)  at  sixty-five  per, cent.,  now  wordi 
ninety-eight  per  cent.,  which  was  a  clear  gain  to  the  Go- 
vernment, on  that  stock  alone,  of  $4,390,000,  and  an 
equal  loss  to  the  payers  to  that  amount.  Many  of  the 
present  stockholders  pud  for  their  stock  one  hundred  and 
for^  per  «ent  and  some  as  Mgh  aa  one  hundred  and  fifbr 
per  cent. ;  but  let  us  suppose  the  average  of  all  the  stocfc 
to  have  cost  one  hundred  and  tvenQr4ive  per  cent.,  can 
the  stockhoklers,  in  a  common  sense  view  of  the  subject 
be  compared  with  the  petitioners  for  a  new  bank?  They 
have  already  pud  for  their  stock  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  the  proposers  ask  the  charter 
at  par.  The  compariion  is  idli^  and  not  worth  a  moment's 
conndcrafion.  ^  ■ 
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But  ve  ar«  told,  wid  Mr.  8.,  that  we  u«  about  to  gnnt 
to  e«rtun  indiTidiuls  the  reoewsl  of  a  elwrter«  that  will 
be  imneniely  advanta^oua,  and  make  their  fortunes; 
that  iSat  ftock  will  riie  to  one  hmiilred  and  forty,  or  even 
«ae  bundred  and  fifly  per  cent.  I  grant  that  the  itoek 
may  be  ao  advanced,  and  1  have  no  douirt  that  brokers 
will  ran  it  up  for  speculation,  and  consequently  there  will 
be  a  momentary  rise  in  the  price  of  the  stock;  but  it  will, 
like  ail  other  stocky  fall  to  its  proper  level,  that  is,  to  a 
rate  wtueli  will  ^ve  to  the  holaen  fire  per  cent  annual 
interesL  Tbe  rue  of  theatock  will  not  mereaie  the  divi> 
denda,  and  the  valn&of  tb«  bank  ihareaBHift  be  regulated 
by  the  dividends.  Few  of  the  present  bdden  of  the 
stock  msh  to  sell.  If  tbey  get  only  fln  per  cent  it  is 
better  to  tbem  than  mx  per  eent  in  any  irther  way,  be- 
cause the  dividends  are  certain  and  senunuinual.  'lliey 
are  certain  of  their  receipts,  and  shape  their  expenses  ac- 
cordingly. And  what  is  this  immense  interest  which 
Senators  say  tiut  the  present  stockboldeia  will  receive, 
if  a  renewal  of  the  charter  dudl  taJceplace.'  Not  more 
than  $S  60  per  cent  per  annum.  The  bank  di^dend, 
for  the  last  two  years,  has  been  seven  per  cent,  on  the 
par  v^e»  but  the  hc^er  will  get  only  seven  dollars  per 
annum  on  what  cost  him  #135,  in  fact,  only  $S  60  per 
cent  for  the  use  of  his  money,  when,  on  mortgages, 
be  could  realize  nx  per  cent;  and  this  is  the  immense 
gain  which  will  be  secured  to  Uie  holders  by  the  renewal 
of  die  charter.  The  non-renewal  of  the  charter  will  de- 
privethem<^  one-fifth  of  thmrtapital,  to  the  great  injury 
m  the  widow,  tiie  orphan^  the  mecbaiuc,  the  professional 
mn*  the  ftrmer,  and  the  merchant,  retired'  from  trade. 
But  the  foreign  stockholder  is  to  obtain  an  immense  ad- 
vantage. What,  in  sober  truth,  will  this  advantage  be? 
His  agent  in  this  country  will  receive  $5  60  on  the  cost 
of  each  share  to  him;  from  which  deduct  ten  per  cent, 
loss  of  cxeluuige  in  remittaig  to  the.fore^n  stockholder 
In  Bnghuidt  and  bis  nett  interest,  or  advantage,  will  be 
#5  04  pn  cent,  and  the  ^nt's  commission  will  reduce  it 
to  leas  than  five  per  cent  W  ill  an  j'  one  say  that  this  interest 
is  too  much  ?  Foreigners  will  gain  but  little  by  the  rise  of 
the  value  of  the  stock  in  the  market.  They  want  a  cer- 
tain income,  a  safe  investment  of  their  capital,  and  tbey 
will  prefer  holding  their  stock  to  selling  it,  should  specu- 
Utort  even  f(»ce  it  up  to  one  huiwlrcd  and  bSiy  per  eent ; 
for,  at  that  pi^ee,  it  would  pve  them  a  better  mtereat  than 
tbey  could  get  at  home. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  President,  that  the  nett  profit  of 
the  bank  has  been  nine  per  cent,  for  the  year  1831.  I 
have  not  examined;  I  hope  it  may  be  so.  It  will  afford 
some  compensation  to  the  stockholders  for  their  not  hav- 
ing divided  more  than  five  per  cent,  on  the  par  value  of 
their  stock  for  the  fourteen  preceding  years.  One  swal- 
low doea  not  make  a  summer;  nor  ought  one  good  year 
ibr  tiie  bank  to  be  eoMidered  u  a  criterion  to  judge  by, 
or  on  which  to  estimate  fw  the  future.  The  year  1831 
was  a  year  of  great  pressure  on  the  money  market  The 
State  banks  were  compelled,  by  the  demand  for  specie, 
to  lessen  their  discount^  which  was  dangerously  fdt  by  the 
merchants  whose  bonds'attlie  cu&iom-houae  were  becom- 
ing due.  The  bank  (to  its  credit)  lent  its  great  aid  in  the 
hour  of  difficulty,  by  extending  its  discounts  beyond  its 
usuiU  practice,  notforgain,  but  to  prevent  the  impending 
nun  to  eonunerdal  men,  and  thus  its  profit  may  have  been 
increased. 

I  have  given  this  view,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  coirect  false  iro- 
presnona.  My  object  is,  as  it  ought  to  be  with  every 
:>cnator,  the  interest  of  the  nation,  and  not  that  of  the 
stockholders,  whom  I  consider  as  mere. agents,  to  carry 
into  operation  the  great  objects  for  which  this  hank  was 
originally  instituted.  But  for  this  conMdermtion,  the  bank 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  unoonstitutioaal*  and  would  re- 
ceive my  native.  The  GovernmeDt  cannot*  in  my  opi- 
nio%  carry  on  its  fiwal  operations  in  safety,  without  such 


an  institution.  This  has  been  riiown  by  several  mraiti 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance  wbicb  have  not  ycttKcn 
controverted,  and  to  which  I  isk  leave  to  refer  Rir  a  fU 
detail  of  beta  and  sutements.  They  will  dmw  the  gnat 
fiicillties  and  advantage  which  tiie  Government  derive) 
from  this  institution.  Other  advantages  might  be  ismm, 
such  as  the  surrender  of  Dnited  States'  stock  in  June,  | 
1817,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  millions,  the  interest  on 
which  ceased  on  Uie  30th  June,  and  for  which  the  trea- 
sury did  not  pay  the  bank  until  the  8tb  of  July,  when  two 
millions  were  repaid,  and  tte  Tvmatnin|r  eleven  milfian 
on  the  6tb  of  August,  and  then  wHbout  interest;  andm 
the  1st  of  January,  1818,  the  bank  advanced  $1,173,014, 
to  enable  the  treasury  to  pay  the  stocks  then  redeemed. 
The  Prendent,  m  his  mesai^es,  bears  testimony  to  the 
Aiendly  and  accommodating  temper  of  the  bank  tovuds 
the  Government,  on  all  occasions.  I  beg  to  be  permitted 
to  refer  to  one  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  show  the  (UflTerence  between  the  old  and  ibe 
preaent  bank  rad  the  Bank  of  Bi^famd.  Tlie  diarteriif 
the  <rid  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  predicated  on  tint 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  Not  so  with  the  present  Bsnk  I 
of  the  United  States.  It  differs  in  many  essential  particu- 
lars, and  may  afibrd  a  lesson  for  the  politicians  {^EflgUnd, 
when  tlie  question  of  renewal  of  the  Bank  of  Bngbnd  ii 
agitated  in  Pailiament  The  Bank  of  England  is  now, 
and  ever  mi,  agrearpol'itical  engine;  and.the  old  Buk 
of  the  Uiuted  States  intermedoled  with  the  poEticd 
affairs  of  our  eountry,  by  whidi  ccm^ct  it  lost  its  chw- 
ter.or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  result  a  renewd  of  Ae 
charter  was  refused  by  CcMigress.  I  voted  agunst  the  r^ 
newal,  on  the  ground  of  its  interference  in  uie  electiaa^ 
and  because  it  would  notconsenttoan  increase  of  its  api- 
tal,  so  that  the  democracy  of  the  country  might  partici- 
pate in  the  direction  of  ita  afiain,  and  thereby  check  its 
interference  in  the  ptditieal  matters  of  the  day;  and  if  it 
can  be  proved  that  the  present  bank  has,  at  anytiise, 
made  use  of  its  power  to  infiiienee  eleetions,  I  will  vote 
against  the  renewal  of  ita  charter.  Tfae  old  bank  wai  not 
bound  to  B^ve  any  Md  to  the  Government  by  its  chirter, 
nor  does  the  Bank  of  England  afford  any  toA  to  the  Bii- 
tiah  Government.  1  proceed  to  examine  more  putin- 
larly  into  the  chartera  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  Umted 
States,  and  its  prototype,  the  Bank  of  England,  and  intend 
to  contrast  them,  in  some  respect^  with  the  bank  etartir 
now  belbre  Hb/t  Senate. 

Much  has  been  aud  about  the  exclurive  privile^  grut- 
ed  by  the  charter,  as  if  no  eqiUvalent  had  been  imposed 
on  the  bank.  In  Uie  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fioance 
in  1 638,  now  before  me,  it  U  asked.  What  facilities  j 
the  bank  give  to  the  treasury  for  the  exclusive  privitcpe' 
Answer.  It  collects  all  the  oustom-hoose  bonds;  it  rc- 
ceiveiS  and  keeps  safe,  the  recripts  for  public  Undii 
wherever  it  his  a  branch,  and  aakca  itidf  Tcspoiuible 
for  the  same.  The  old  bank  was  nnder  no  such  lAXf^ 
tiona  to  the  Government,  nor  is  the.  Bank  of  EngnM 
obliged  to  render  such  service  to  the  British  Govemmest 
The  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  transfers  the  mo- 
ney of  the  nation  from  any  one  part  of  tlie  Union  to  sof 
otlier  part  where  it  may  be  required.  It  makes  tbeie 
transfers  without  any  chaive  whatever,  not  even  for  dif 
ferehce  of  exchange,  wliioi  chaige  would  constitute  si 
inconiidenble  amount  if  charged  upon  the  treasiry.  DM 
the  Bank  of  England  permm.  this  importaot  sernee? 
Certunly  not  Did  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  State) 
perfcffin  tiiis  service?  No.  It  absolutely  refitsed  to  do 
so,  and  the  Government  were  compelled  to  obtvn  the 
aid  of  the  State  banks  to  perfonn  this  service-  The  pre- 
sent Bank  of  tlie  Umted  States  pays  the  pubbe  debt,  by 
whicli  it  is  sul^eoted  to  Ui^ge  dr«ni  of  spcde,  wluchait 
bigMy  iqjurioui  to  iti  other  operation^  inaiiiaeli  **  >^ 
compels  the  banktolenw  Ha diiooairti.  Foreigacna« 
about  fm^'AUd  of  the  stock*  of  tbe  Unhed  9tat«^  wO. 
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when  paid  to  their  agents  in  tbia  country,  causes  a  rise  in 
the  rate  of  exchange  above  the  real  par  value,  and  induces 
an  export  of  specie.  Did  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States  pay  the  public  debt?  No.  Commisnoners  did 
this  service,  and  received  nearly  >20,000  per  annum  from 
the  treasuipr.  Djes  the  Bank  of  England  pay  the  4ebt 
of  the  nation?  it  is  under  no  obligation  to'  do  ao^  and 
therefore  is  alloved  and  paid  for  tiie  management  of  the 
tlebt.  and  for  minor  objecis,  the  sum  of  j£363,T36  steriing, 
or,  in  federal  currency,  $1,170,987  annually,  for  such  aer- 
vice.  The  present  Bank  of  tlie  United  States  pays  all 
the  pensioners,  where  it  has  a  branch.  The  old  bank 
paid  none.  The  commissioners  received  two  percent,  for 
paying  them.  If  the  bank  charter  should  not  oe  renewed, 
a  coamiiiatoner  muat  be  appointed  in  each  State  of  the 
Union,  say  twen^-four  commisnoncrs,  who  wiU  be  paid 
two  per  cent  on  the  amount  disbursed  by  them.  My 
friend  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Foot]  will  a|^  that  the 
amount  payable  annually  to  the  pensioners  cannot  be  less 
than  one  million  and  a  half  per  annum,  the  commission 
on  wlucU  will  be  an  annual  charge  of  $30,000  on  the 
treasut^,  which  payments  are  now  made  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  SUt^  free  of  charge  to  the  Government.  In 
addition  to  the  loss  which  may  arise  from  bad  agents,  the 
bank,  with  its  eagle  eye,  lost  (20,000  by  an  i^nt  to 
whom  that  amount  bad  been  sent  to  pay  the  penaonera 
in  one  St-ite.  In  addition  to  alt  the  aids  and  advanta^s 
which  I  have  enumerated,  the  bank  is  a  safe  depowte  for 
die  public  moiuey.  JLouses  to  an  amount  of  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars  had  taken  place  in  consequence  of  Uie 
^lure  of  State  banks  inwbicutlie  public  funds  had  been 
deposited.  If  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  be 
not  rechartered,  then  tfacre  must  be  a  State  bank  in  each 
State  in  the  Uiuon  to  receive  the  public  fUnds,  over  which 
the  Government  can  have  no  control,  and  uith  all  which 
the  Treasury'  Department  will  be  obliged  to  keep  accounts 
and  open  a  correspondence.  The  public  will  be  exposed 
to  great  risk,  and  no  little  incont'enieoce,  by  such  an  ar- 
rangement, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  be 
exposed  to  censure  when  any  loss  shall  arisej  and  that 
iouen  will  liappen  under  this  syitem  of  depowte,  appears 
to  me  very  certain. 

I  have  proved,  Mr.  Prendent,  to  my  own  aatisfaction, 
that  the  bank  baa  fully  compensated  for  the  exclusive 
privilege,  and  will  now  proceed  to  cottsider  the  bonus. 

The  bonus  proposed  b^-  tlie  friends  of  the  bank  is  by 
them  considered  an  equivalent  for  the  advantage  de- 
rived from  the  public  deposites.  Tbey  offer  #300,000 
per  annum,  being  ^,000  more  than  one-half  per  cent, 
on  the  capital  stock,  amounting  to  three  millions  for  the 
fiflecn  ^-earsj  being  exactly  double  tliat  which  was  orin. 
jially  given  for  twenty  years.  The  bank,  being  now  m 
full  operation,  can  better  afford  to  give  that  sum,  tJian  it 
could  utford  to  give  a  million  and  a  half  on  its  being  first 
incorporated.  Indeed,  &Ir.  President,  it  was  doubted  at 
the  time  whetlier  the  amount  of  the  whole  stock  could 
be  taken  up;  in  fact,  it  was  not  taken  up.  The  subscrip- 
tions amounted  to  only  twenty-eight  or  thirty  millions;  the 
balance  was  taken  by  speculators,  and  from  thence  arose 
itll  the  misfortunes  ef  tlie  bank.  The  public  deposites  of 
the  United  States  amounted,  on  the  average  of  the  pre- 
ceding years,  prior  to  the  year  1829,  to  the  sum  of 
$2,633,5ti4.  At  a  more  recent  date,  tlie  public  deposites 
have  amounted  to  eight  millions  and  a  half;  but,  as  the 
dudes  must  be  reduced  ten  miUiom,  we  ought  not  to  esti- 
mate the  depositc  at  more  than  four  millions  of  ddhrs  in 
future.  On  that  amount  I  will  eadeavoT  to  show  the  re- 
sult It  has  been  proposed  to  tax  the  bank  with  an  inte- 
rest of  three  per  cent,  for  the  depoutM;  and  this  would 
be  just,  if  no  bonus  were  payable.  The  bonus  ts  proposed 
to  be  ^00,000  per  annum.  An  interest  of  tnree  per 
cent,  on  ^,000,000  would  amount  onlr  to  fl20,000, 
Ibc  bonus  actually  g^ven  for  the  use  of  the  deposites  of 
Vol.  VIU.— 


$^000,000— five  per  cent  per  annum  being  neariy  as 
much  as  the  stockholders  will  receive  for  the  use  of  weir 
mone^.  Surely  this  ought  to  be  conudered  as  amply 
sufficient;  a  larger  bonus  would  be  unjust  and  unreason- 
able. 

Mr.  President,  I  entreat  Senators  to  pause  and  reflect; 
to  avoid  any  trammels  on  the  bank,  that  may,  in  tbestigfat- 
est  degree',  lend  to  endai)ger  its  safety  or  seciiiity.*  It  ii 
a  national  institution,  of  great  public  utility;  on  its  punc- 
tuality and  inte^ty  depend  the  general  credit  and  confi- 
dence in  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country.  If  its 
credit  or  solidity  be  doiibted,  confidence  will  be  withdrawn. 
We  should  be  careful  to  impose  on  the  institution  no  obli- 

£tioo  that,  in  its  consequences,  may  tend  to  the  remotest 
nger.  I  think  that  the  fourth  section  is  of  that  cha- 
racter; it  may  endanger  some  of  the  weaker  and  diitiiit 
branches.  Should  anf  of  them  be  orerloaded  widi  the 
notes  of  other  and  distant  branches,  it  may  disable  such 
branch  from  {laying  specie  on  demand.  If  so,  the  alarm 
may  cause  ruin  aU  around,  and  be  fiUal  to  the  general 
credit  and  confidence  now  entertained  by  all  in  the  safety 
of  the  United  States'  Bank  notes.  Confidonce  once  lost 
in  any  bank  is  not  easily  regained. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  tbougbt  it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertun 
what  should  be  the  precise  amount  of  bonus.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Mune  was  too  high,  and  the  Senator  from  Con* 
necticut  too  low.  He  thought  the  rule  should  be  to  take 
one-seventh,  and  make  the  bonus  350,000  ddUars. 
He  moved  to  611  the  bUnfc  with  350,000  doUars. 
Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  he  was  much  ob^d  to  the  vene- 
rable Senator  from  Maryland  for  the  light  he  had  shed  on 
the  subject.  He  bad  said  that  it  woidd  be  an  immense 
speculation  to  take  this  stock  at  pu-.  If,  then,  the  Go- 
vernment is  not  bound  by  any  obligation  to  the  itocfc- 
holders,  why  should  they  be  expected  to  pre  at  par  a 
stock  worth  150  doUars?  He  maintuned  that  a  permaneiit 
stock  at  4^  per  cent,  was  worth  par.  He  waa  willing  that 
the  question  should  be  first  taken  on  the  motion  q(  die 
Senator  from  Connecticut  before  he  made  his  motion. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  then  withdrew  his  proportion,  to  allow 
the  vote  to  be  taken  on  300,000. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ^n  ordered. 
Mr.  TAZEWELL  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senator 
from  Maine  would  move  his  amendment  now. 
Mr.  HARCY  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  535,000. 
Mr.  KNIGHT  then  renewed  his  motion  for  350,000. 
Mr«  BROWN  said  he  should  vote  agtinst  the  largest 
sum,  because  be  did  not  see  any  advantage  which  would 
result  from  it  to  the  country.    In  proportMHi  as  the  bank 
was  burdened,  would  the  bank  burden  the  people  by  ex- 
cessive issues.   He  would  not  incorponte  luctt  a  princi- 
ple in  the  charter. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  should  vote  against  the  largest 
sum.  He  should  do  this,  because  be  beliered  the  Statea 
had  the  right  to  impose  a  tax,  and  would  exercise  it,  as 
soori  as  the  brandies  were  established.  He  would  there- 
fore vote  for  the  smallest  sum. 

The  qucsdon  was  then  taken  on  the  largest  mn^  vbA 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  ElUs,  Forqrtl^  HOI,  Kiog; 
Marcy,  Sprague,  Tazewell.  Tyler,  WUte. — 10. 
.  NAYS.—MeBsrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cbamben^ 
CUv,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot, 
Frelinghuysen,  .Grundy,  Hayne,  Heixmcki^  £Udnic% 
Johnston,  Kane,  Knigb^  Mangum,  MiUer,  Itoore,  Naa- 
dun,  Pmodezter,  FrentiBi,  Bmbb^  Biririnam^  Boggles, 
Seymour^  Silsbee,  South,  Ttptoiv  Tomlbison,  limip, 
W^^man,  Webster-— 36. 

"nie  queatioD  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Vbe. 
KsiBRT  to  fill  the  blank  with  350,000,  and  also  dc<uded 
in  the  negative,  aa  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  BcU,  Benton,  Dickenon,  UlUiH 
sytb»  Grundy,  Hili,  Kane,  King,  Knigli^  Vbmgmt  Mnqr, 
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Prentiga,  Robtnsoria  Seymour,  Spmpte,  TueweU,  Tom- 
linton,  Tyler,  'WhUe.— 20. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Brown,  Buckner,  Cbmmbers,  Cisy, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewin^,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen, 
H*yne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Miller,  Hoore, 
Nuidaifit  Pt^ndexter,  Robbtns,  Rugbies,  Silibee,  Smith, 
"Hpton,  Troiip,  Waggaman,  Webster,  WHkins. — 27. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  moved  S00,000t  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
belnjjf  ordered,  the  question  was  decided  as  ioIIovb: 

YEAS- — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Dickeraon,  Ellis,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Mangum,  Marcy, 
Prentiss,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Spn^ue,  l^zeweU,  Tom- 
Unson,  Tyler,  White.— 20. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Buckner,  Chamber^  Chiy, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewii^,  Foot,  Prelingbuysen, 
Hayne,  Rendrtcks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Miller,  Mnore, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Riiggles,  Sibbee,  Smith, 
Upton,  Troup,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wiikins. — 27. 

Mr.  DICKERSOK  then  moved  to  fill  the  bUnk  with 
350,0005  and  the  question  being  taken  tbereon,  was  de- 
ddedaafbllowi: 

YEAS.— liessrt.  Bell,  Benton,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  For- 
nth,  Graady,  Hill,  Ksfte,  Kingr,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mhrcy, 
Prentiss,  Rminson,  Seymour,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tom- 
linson,  Tyler,  White.— 20. 

NAYS  — Messrs,  Brown,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clsyton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Miller,  kloore, 
Nuidain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  SilriKe,  South, 
Upton,  IVoup,  Waggaman,  Wel»ta>,  Wiikins.—^. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Foot  to  ml  the  blank  with  300,000,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmattTe,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Foot, 
Fonylh,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  mn^,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
f^iOf  BejDXNir,  Sibbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Taxewell,  l^p- 
lon,  ToiBlnison,  Tyler,  Wi^gaman,  Webster,  White, 
Wiikins.— 43. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Dudley,  Knipbt,  Marcy,  Troup.— 4. 

Mr.  MARCY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv  introducing  a 
proviso  that  nothing  herein  contained  should  be  construed 
to  take  away  the  right  of  any  State  to  impose  any  tax  on 
the  branehe^  &c. 

The'questkm  being  put  titereon,  it  wi»  decided  as  fol- 
lovt: 

YEAS.— Mettrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Hangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore.  Robinson,  Taze- 
well, Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.~22. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ttm,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  Jolm- 
tton,  Rni^t,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tomlinsoii, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  Wiikins.— 25. 

liie  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
amended,  was  then  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
restricting  the  bank  from  issuing  notes  below  the  value  of 
twenty  doilarB,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  KING  moved  so  to  amend  Uie  amendment  as  to 
aiake  the  minimum  ten  dollar  notes. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  to  amend  by  striUnj>  out  *<  or 
drafts*"  so  as  to  confine  the  restriction  to  notes  or  bilb. 

The  amendment  was  then  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  was  the  ninth  section,  inserted  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
the  bonus  among  the  Stidn. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  the  Senate  would  disagree  to 
thi*  amendment.   He  had  voted  against  it  in  committee. 


He  thought  it  desrable  to  avmd  any  constitutional  ilht- 
siont  and  this  section  opens  a  field  for  constitutional  con- 
troversy. He  thought  also  that  there  was  some  puallel 
between  this  section  and  the  section  which  Mr.  Haditoii 
objected  to.  They  were  not  exactly  aGkc.  Tbe  fbrawr 
bill  provided  for  the  disbursement  of  tbe  bonus  for  inter, 
nal  improvement.  He  wished,  if  this  principle  vrutobe 
introduced,  it  wmdd  be  done  in  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  DALLAS  said  that  he  lisdmaae  calculations  wtucb 
showed  that  the  inequality  would  be  monstnnts  if  tins  din- 
«on  was  to  take  place. 

Mr.  SPR.^GUE  said  he  shonM  not  mme  a  separate  bi^ 
because  lie  was  opposed  to  a  division  of  the  surplus  rere. 
mie.  He  bad  no  solicitude  as  to  the  fate  of  the  aotend. 
ment  He  thoughtthe  inequality  of  bracBttobedciiTed 
from  this  money  in  the  treasury  would  be  about  the  nme 
as  the  inequality  of  the  distribution.  He  had  no  vi»b  to 
embarrass  the  bill  by  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  vouM 
be  stricken  out.  He  woulrl  oppose  tlie  proportion  either 
now  or  in  a  separate  bill.  If  he  ever  voted  lor  such  a  pro- 
position, it  would  be  on  the  principle  of  an  equal  diitn- 
bution,  and  not  on  Uie  ground  of  fedend  namben.  An 
equal  distribution  would  benefit  tlie  States  which  liad  nxx 
need  of  the  aid.  This  mode  of  distribution  would  be  dx- 
structive  to  the  new  Stales.  The  West  was  so  satisfied  of 
the  injustice  done  to  that  part  of  the  country  by  this  mod* 
of  distribution,  that  they  could  not,  would  not,  dareii  not, 
vote  for  it.  He  wished  the  questions  of  tbe  bank  andtbe 
tariff  to  be  kept  disentangled  from  any  questions  vbidi 
could  bring  the  West  into  opposition  to  then:  and  thit 
must  be  the  case  if  injustice  were  to  be  shown  towsfds 
tliem  in  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  striking 
out  the  words  **  according  to  the  federal  numbers,"  ain 
inserting  "  to  the  amount  of  capital  annually  einplc^ed 
by  the  said  bank  in  said  State." 

Mr.  MILLER  said,  in  a  constitutional  pdnt  of  view  tbe 
amendment  was  liabk  to  all  the  objections  of  the  va^aA 
amendment. 

Mr.  HAYNE  sud  he  Aould  vote  against  tiie  unend- 
ment,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the  introduc^on  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  raising  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  the  establishment  of  a  braiKb 
bank  in  a  State  was  regarded  as  an  advantage,  and  Uiia 
propnsitinii  seemed  to  go  on  the  ground  that  these  Sutes 
should  have  the  additional  benefit  of  this  division. 

Mr.  FOftSYTH  discbimed  any  de«re  to  have  a  din- 
sion  of  the  bonus  among  the  States.    But  as  the  Suprew 
Court  had  adjudged  that  the  States  had  not  the  power  lo 
tax,  he  wished  to  give  the  States  an  eqtivvalcnt  for  wbt 
tiiey  had  lost  by  that  erroneous  decision.  He  was  opposed 
to  raising  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  among 
the  States.    He  would  not  sanction  any  such  principle. 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  section  as  it  is. 
Mr.  BUCKNER  again  spoke  against  the  smendmeDt. 
Tlie  motion  to  amend  was  then  negatived. 
The  question  was  then  ukcn  on  concurring  with  die 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  and  derid- 
ed as  follows — yeas  16,  nays  31. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  an  amendment  to  Uie  second 
section,  by  adding  a  provision  preventing  tbe  bank  fh» 
issuing  orders  as  ^rrency.  / 

Mr.  CLAT  asked  if  it  urere  intended  to  prevent  d>e 
bank  from  giving  a  check  payable  to  the  t»der  of  so  in- 
dividual, ^nd  endorsed  by  him,  to  anotiier. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  no  such  operation  was  intcix!«. 
The  words  "put  into  circulation"  seem  to  be  plain-  Tbe 
transfer  of  a  draft  or  endorsed  note  coiUd  not  be  cwia- 
dcred  as  putting  in  circulntion.  A  bill  of  exchsnge  ii  net 
put  in  circulation,  it  is  not  currency.  , 
Some  difficulty  occurred  in  settling  tite  phnseolog)'  v 
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the  amendment  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senate,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of  branch  or< 
ders.  Tlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Wbbstm  was  withdrawn, 
lo  make  room  for  one*  to  attain  the  nme  object,  moved 
hy  Mr.  Tauwiu. 
The  amendment  waa  agreed  to- 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  addingf  a 
section,  providing  that  the  bank  shall  not  take  more  than 
Ave  per  ci-nt.  on  its  loans  or  discounts. 

Hr.  CHAMBERS  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  motion,  and  read  the  opinions  of  some  experienced 
cashiers  against  the  reduction  of  interest. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  negatived 
as  fbUuws: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
£Hu,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
Kin^,  Uangum,  Harcy,  Moore,  Robinson,  Tazewell,  Tip- 
ton, Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 21. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  CUy,  Clay- 
ton, Uullas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fruliii^huysen,  Holmes,  John* 
stoii.  Knight,  Miller,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Rob- 
bins,  Rubles,  Seymour,  Sitsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tomlin- 
son,  VVag^man,  Webster,  Wilkins. — 26. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
the  president  and  directors  shall,  on  or  before  the  firat 
day  of  tlie  next  session  of  Congress,  signify  their  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  act. 

Mr.  FOUSyi'H  said  this  proportion  would  tie  up  the 
lianda  of  the  next  Congress,  and  prevent  them  from  amend- 
ing the  bill.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  being  token,  the  amendment  waa  agreed 

to,  as  follows. 

YEAS.— Mossrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerjon,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Ewiiig,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Kniglit,  Hangum,  Miller,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss.  Hobbins,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Bdabee,  Bmiui,  Sprague,  Tazewell, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Troup,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
Wilkins." 41. 

NAYii. — Messrs.  Forsyth,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Marcy, 
White.— 6. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  toamcndthebtll  by  providing  that 
whenever  the  average  amount  .of  the  public  deposites 
shall  exceed  a  million  of  dollars,  an  interest  of  three  per 
cent.  sUall  be  allowed. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows; 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gnindy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
Rii\g,  Manguin,  Marcy,  Moore,  Seymour,  Sprague,  Taze- 
well, Tipton,  Tyler,  Troup,  Waggaman,  White. — 23. 

NAYS. — Me:^.  Btll,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelin^uysen,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Kniglit,  Miller,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Poindexter, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggtes,  SiUbee,  Smith,  Tomlinson, 
Webster,  Wilkiiis.— 34. 

Mr.  BEN  TON  sa'id  the  time  bad  now  arrived  for  making 
a  motion  whicli  he  had  previously  announced,  namely, 
the  reference  of  this  bill  to  the  hend  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, for  his  consideration  and  report.  The  bill  had 
now  received  all  the  amendments  which  its  fiiends  would 
admit:  it  was  perfect,  according  to  their  conception;  it 
was,  therefore,  in  a  proper  state  to  undergo  the  revision 
of  the  oHicer  with  wkose  department  it  was  sO  intimately 
connected.  He  said  that  this  was  a  motion  uf  legislative 
propriety,  of  official  courtesy,  and  public  advantage;  a 
motiui)  which  could  not  be  refused  without  a  seeming  dis- 
respect to  tiie  officer  at  the  head  of  the  treasury — an  ap- 
parent disregard  to  the  Executive  acbninistratiun— and  a 
pua&ible  detriment  to  the  public  service.  Every  bank 
cliarter  ever  yet  granted,  or  pruposed  to  be  granted,  had 
its  origin  in  the  Treasury  Department.     Every  bank 
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bill  had  been  drawn  or  revised  there;  and  that  upon 
the  plainest  principle  of  propriety,  that  the  bank  being 
intended  to  Old  the  treasury,  it  was  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  give  his  opmion  upon  tbe  fitness  and  suf- 
ficiency of  the  aid  to  be  grren  him.  How,  then,  can  the 
present  Secretary  be  overlooked?  Hovcan  he  be  passed 
by?  Why  should  lie  receive  »  dight  which  has  been  put 
upon  noiit;  of  his  predecessors'  His  incUvidual  sentiments 
are  known  to  be  &vorable  to  a  national  bank;  his  public 
station  gives  him  a  right  to  be  heard  on  tlie  provinons 
this  one;  the  public  service,  we  have  a  right  to  presume, 
would  be  promoted  by  the  communication  of  his  opinions. 
Who  can  assume  to  say  that  he  can  impart  no  uwful  in- 
formation 7  Even  if  gentlemen  thought  so,  it  wodld  be  a 
breach  of  decorum  to  express,  or  imply,  tbe  sentiment. 
Yet  a  refiisal  to  make  this  reference  must  imply  it.  ^ 

Tbe  circumstances  of  the  country  are  wholly  changed 
from  what  they  were  sixteen  years  ago.  It.  does  not  fol- 
low that  the  same  bank  would  be  approved  now,  which 
was  approved  then.  The  public  debt,  then  great,  is  now 
nothing;  tbe  annual  revenue,  then  immense,  must  now  be 
reducM  nore  than  one-half.  The  necessity  and  the  uses 
for  the  banic  are  greatly  dinunished,  if  not  «itirely  re- 
moved. Even  upon  the  admission  that'the  Secretary  was 
in  fiivor  of  a  bank,  uid  of  this  bank,  it  does  not  follow  that 
he  would  be  in  favor  of  all  its  present  features.  He  might 
not  say  that  the  necessities  of  the  treasury-  required  the 
present  capiul,  and  tbe  present  organiztfion.  He  might 
think  that  the  altered  oircumstancea  of  tlie  country  re- 
quired'an  alteration  in  the  coixstitution  of  the  bank.  Whe- 
ther be  would  so  tiiink,  or  not,  he  [Mr.  B.]  would  neither 
say  nor  insinuate;  but  he  would  say  tiiat  no  one  had  a 
right  to  say  or  insinuate  the  contrary;  that  the  Secretary 
had  a  right  to  speak  for  himself;  and  that  it  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  all  precedent — a  departure  from  all  that  was  due 
to  that  gentleman,  as  the  head  of  the  treasury,  and  from  aU 
that  was  due  to  the  country,  whose  officer  he  was — ^to  push 
this  bill  through  «nthout  a  reference  to  him.  'Tlie  course 
of  the  two  Houses  and  of  thdr  committees  is  uniform; 
all  bills  of  a  public  nature  are  communicated  to  the  heads 
of  departments  whose  administration  they  concern.  Tbe 
benefit  of  tlieir  opinions,  and  the  information  to  be  derived 
from  their  counsel  and  experience,  is  always  sought  for. 
At  tliis  very  sesMon,  the  identical  Secretaiy  in  question* 
the  self-same  Mr.  Mcljine,  who  has  not  been  called  upon 
for  a  sins^e  opinion  shout  the<banfc — a  subject  which  be- 
longs to  his  department — has  been  called  upon  for  an  en- 
tire bill  and  full  report  upon  the  tarifi— a  subject  nut  be- 
longing to  his  department;  and  now,  if  this  reference  is 
refused,  how  can  such  discrepance  of  action  be  accounted 
for?  The  tariff  was  a  delicate  subject;  and,  frame  his  bill 
as  he  might,  the  Secretary  might  see  a  storm  exited 
against  him,  and,  through  hbn,  against  the  Prewdent:  the 
bank  charter  has  some  odious  features  in  it,  and  the  Seore- 
tary  might  gain  applause  by  recommending  the  absdsston 
uf  these  features,  or  recommending  a  postponement  of  the 
whole  subject  until  the  people  were  ftilly  repreaented  uo- 
der  the  new  census.  If  lie.is  thus  to  be  made  responable 
for  a*uiff  bill,  wliy  not  for  the  bank  bill?  If  we  needed 
his  advice  in  one  case,  why  not  call  for  it  in  the  other? 

If  there  is  any  one  measure,  in  the  whole  circle  of  legis- 
lation, which,  above  all  others,  deserves  to  be  referred  to 
an  admmistration,  it  is  the  measure  of  creating,  or  continu- 
ing, a  national  bonk.  The  whole  argument  for  such  an 
institution — ^its  entire  constitutional  vindication — rests 
upon  the  anumpUon  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  financial 
operations  of  the  Government.  Now,  of  this  necessity, 
the  persons  chosen  by  the  people  to  administer  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  admitted  to  be,  in  some  d^ree,  judges. 
Some  may  deem  it  unnecessary,  as  did  Mr.  Jefferson  all 
his  life,  and  09  did  Ur.  Madison  before  the  capitol  was 
burnt.  Some  may  think  one  kind  of  bank  necessary,  and 
I  some  another.  Then  why  not  consnlt  the  persons  to  whom 
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diM  iiwtitatMn  it  ajsumed  to  be  neccHUy  ?  Why  not  con- 
•oH  the  prewnt  Government }  The  pet^le  have  put  tbem 
in  ]Knrer{  they  are  reaponsble  to  the  people  for  the  opcn- 
ttoMof  the  Govenitneiit{tiieR  why  not  aUov  them  a  voice 
io  tiM  teleclkMi  oftheir  meam^  Initead  of  tha^  tc  have 
Men  thto  tneaaiife  taken  up  by  the  advenariea  of  tiie  ad- 
miniatratioa,  conducted  along  without  any  reference  to  the 
•doaniatntion,  and  now  proposed  to  be  put  upon  its  third 
rea£nfr  without  even  their  knowledge !  It  ia  easy  to  con* 
eeive  uat  ti>c  bank  may  be  an  impe^tnent  to  aome  ad- 
Mriniatrationtt  it  may  join  their  adveraariei*  lend  them  the 
benefit  vX  ita  vast  moneyed  power,  and  exert  ha  machinery 
in  all  the  States  in  promoting  the  electicm of  opposition  can- 
didatea.  This  very  bank  may  be  an  enony  to  the  present 
adn^nistrataon,  and,  uniting  with  all  the  elements  of  oppo- 
aition  in  Congress,  may  now  be  exerting  its  tremendous 
influence  to  keep  up  a  system  of  dqubte  taxation  and  enor- 
mous exjicmUture,  to  supply  itself  with  immenae  depoates 
of  pubhc  money.  It  may  be  the  most  formidable  enemy 
to  the  preaent  adnuiuitration,  and,  instMd  of  uding,  may 
be  paralystng  all  their  measures,  even  the  payment  of  me 
public  deb^  m  order  to  keep  the  public  money  for  its  own 
use.  It  may  be  in  &vw  of  a  new  administntion  whieh 
would  keep  up  taxes,  multiply  expenditures,  and  gorge 
it  with  public  money.  These  things  may,  or  m«r  not,  be 
aot  but  why  not  let  the  administration  speak  for  itself? 
TChy  force  thia  aid  upon  them?  fVhy  compel  them  to 
teeeive  hch)  of  the  bank?  Cert«nly  it  la  a  long  time  that 
the  world  has  been  admonished  to  beware  of  ftvors  oflTcr- 
edby  the  eneiny!  This  bank  is  the  only  favor  offered  to 
this  administration  by  ita  opponent*!  and  this  favor  they 
require  it  to  take  without  exanunation,  and  without  in< 
spection.  They  avow  their  determination  to  pull  down 
tma  administration;  and  they  propose  to  give  them  this 
bank  as  a  fnendly  preaent!  Since  the  days  of  the  wooden 
horae,  has  any  present  ever  come  forward  in  a  more  ques- 
tionable abapef  And  thia  kind  aid  comes  on  the  eve  of  a 
lift  and  death  contest  between  the  giver  and  receiver! 
Some  have  add  tins  push  for  a  new  charter  Is  not  a  party 
measure,  bat  thus  for  it  has  been  characterized  by  every  cfr- 
onmstance  ttiat  defines  a  party  measure;  and  tiiis  determi- 
iwtion  to  carry  it  through,  without  a  reference  to  the  admi- 
nistration, seems  to  complete  the  evidence  of  that  character. 

Mr.  SMITH  aaid,  in  high  party  times,  when  a  motion 
was  made  to  refer  from  Congress  to  the  Secretaries,  the 
democratic  par^  reristed  ft,  utd  he  had  never  heard  of  a 
rimilar  motion  since. 

The  question  was  tiien  taken  on  Mr.  B.*s  motion,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

TEAS. — Messi*.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  Troup,  White.— 10. 

KAT8.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallas,  Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen, 
Huyne,  Hendricki^  Holmes,  Ji^nston,  King,  Knt^t, 
Mangiim,  Marey.  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  FtHndexter, 
Frentis^  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  SiUiee, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  TomKnson,  lyier, 
Wagj^man,  Webster,  Willdns. — 37. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill 
for  a  thini  reading, 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  to  |^ve  bis  views  m  oppositiaa  to  the 
bill;  when 

Mr.  GRUNDT  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  now  a^oum. 
and  it  being  understood  that  no  further  amendments  were 
to  be  offered. 

The  Senate,  at  90  ntinutes  before  6  o'clock. 

Amounted. 

TacassAT,  Juira  7. 

COLONIAL  TRADE. 

Mr.  rORSYTHint^uiredofMr.  SraAOox  if  he  proposed 
to  call  Up  the  reaelutiona  he  bad  offered  on  the  subject  of 
the  colonal  trade. 


Mr.  SPRAGUE,  in  reply,  referred  to  the  nawfa  b« 
had  ^ven  a  few  days  nnce  to  Mr.  Sum,  ttut  he  bid 
himaelf  occupied  as  much  time  on  the  subject  u  he  Ind  t 
light  to  ask,  but  that,  if  any  otticr  gentfeinhndearcdM 
addresa  the  Senate,  he  was  very  willing  to  give  Uid  the  op- 
portunity, and  would  call  up  bis  resolutions. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  stated  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  Seiate 
when  that  conversation  to(A  place.  He  expressed  Uiiitit- 
bction  with  tiie  reply. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  tlien  resumed  the  bill  to  modifr  u>d  cm* 
tinue  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bmk 
of  the  United  SUtes. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Tennessee,  rose,  and  addressed  tbc 
Senate  at  great  length.  He  expressed  himself  u  mud 
pleased  with  die  manner  in  whicn  this  important  topic  hid 
been  discussed  throughout  the  period  it  had  been  before 
the  Senate — in  a  manner  that  showed  that  no  ptrty  hid 
struggled  for  victory,  but  each  and  all  for  the  public  good. 
It  was  bis  object  to  speak  his  sentiments  on  the  subject; 
tlie  trust  he  filled  required  it  at  his  hands.  He  would  hf 
before  the  Senate  whathis  opinions  were,  and,  in  doing  u, 
he  hoped  he  would  not  intettupt  the  feeMng  which  hid 
so  far  prevailed.  His  opinion  was  adverse  to  the  bill  « 
the  table.  In  the  view  that  he  bad  taken  of  the  subj«ii 
he  thought  tliat,  of  all  people  who  could  be  pTrsutud 
capable  of  carrying  on  banking  bunnesa,  and  would  ad- 
vance their  claims  for  the  franchise,  the  present  cor- 
poration ought  to  be  among  the  last  whose  claims  vould 
be  received.  He  held  that  Goveminent,  neverthelea, 
were  strictly  i»ound  to  fulfil  every  enngement  wth  then 
to  the  letter,  according  to  the  onginu  charter,  bat,  doin| 
this,  they  would  owe  the  bank  no  obligation  «b«te*er, 
no  rratitude  or  debt.  When  the  originu  proposition  vh 
made  by  Gorernment  to  create  a  bank,  they  had  no  in^ 
vidual  interests  to  look  to:  it  was  open  to  all  the  country  «1io 
chose  to  subscribe ;  and  such  portion  of  the  public  u  fiil- 
ed  to  do  so,  the  fault  rested  with  themselves;  they  haJw 
cause  so  fiir  for  complaint;  they  could  not  cha^  anr 
violation  of  their  rights.  But  let  us  suppose  ve  are  nov 
about  to  create  a  substitute  for  the  bank  of  1816.  Do" 

S've  tlte  public  the  same  right,  or  are  we  not  cKludin^ 
em  by  the  present  measure?  If  we  were  called  on  t« 
designate  what  portion  of  the  public  ^ould  not  be  autho- 
rized to  subscribe,  if  any  were  to  be  excluded,  it  ihovld 
be  those  individuals  alone  that  should' be  excepted,  vho, 
for  twenty  years,  had  the  monopoly  from  which  the  it* 
of  the  public  were  shut  out  Such  diould  be  the  caie  » 
regarded  even  those  who  are  our  own  citizens;  bow  Mcb 
more  strongly,  t^en,  should  it  apply  to  foreigners,  vtio 
held  no  less  than  eight  millions  of  tnat  stock  ?  And  it  v» 
the  opinion  of  many  that  more  tlwn  this  was  held  by  tb«i^ 
prt^ably  in  others'  names.  He  would  not  say  that,  if 
were  to  <M^nize  a  new  bank,  they  should  be  excludti 
but  lie  could  not  see  why  foreigners  now  conceniN 
in  the  bank  should  have  the  preference  over  our  own  ^ 
zens.  Would  it  be  asserted  that  those  fordgn  capita^ 
invested  tlieir  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  countiy?^ 
such  thing.  Tbey  had  done  so  because  they  knew  iin> 
a  safe  investment,  and  it  served  their  own  interests.  W 
us  then,  air,  discharge  faithfully  all  the  ri^ts  belonpif 
to  them,  but  get  rid  of  them,  and  give  the  preference  to 
our  own  citizens.  Perhaps  it  would  be  said  that  weeou''' 
not  find  a  sufficient  number  of  capitalists  within  oo'*'"^ 
Surely,  surely,  sud  Mr.  W.,  it  WQuId  be  found  ve  had 
enough,  and  to  spare,  to  come  forward  and  take 
stock.  It  «-as  his  opinion  we  had  numbers  of  citizens  n*^ 
ing  capital  they  knew  not  how  to  invest;  and  it  aouw  w 
recollected  tlie  different  channels  in  which  ourcapiw*" 
employed,  from  the  commencement  of  the  last 
in  various  commerce,  till  the  restoration  of  pesee,  ana  IK 
period  which  succeeded.  After^  ^eacejtcouMw'*'' 
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be  employedt  H  wu  neceisary  to  seek  Mother  chinnel, 
in  which  it  might  prove  equally  productiTe.  It  wu  in- 
Tcited  in  inaniifiicturin(^  establishments,  «nd,  in  his  opi> 
nion,  out  of  this  had  grown  up  the  tariff.  With  capitalists 
who  Iwd  thus  invested  their  money,  the  cry,  consequently, 
was,  "our  capitalis  invested  in  msmifactures;  if  you  do  not 
^Te  ua  protection,  we  lose  our  aH,  wc  are  ruined,  the  na- 
tion wiltbe  ruined."  And  the  same  process  of  investment 
wu  daily  going  on;uid  does  this  show  any  wan^of  capitap 
He  was  confident  there  was  abundance  of  capital,  which 
would  he  invested  in  banking  business  if  the  opportunity 
offered,  and  if  it  could  be  so  done  at  six  or  seven  per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  expressed  himself  as  radically  opposed  to  the 
United  States  holding  any  stock  as  stockholders  in  the 
bank.  He  would  prefer  that  Government  should  not 
possesi  a  nngle  dollar  in  it;  that  it  should  be  left  to  tiie 
operationof  private  individiiab alone.  The  United  States 
heldbutasmall  portion  of  the  capital — but  seven  millions 
out  of  the  thirty-6vei  and  for  the  Government  to  be  in 
partnership  with  its  own  citizens,  he  considered  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  fundsimental  principles  of  the  constitution; 
lor  thus  Government  was  giving  its  aid,  through  its  partner- 
ship, to  the  private  individuals  thus  associated  with  them— 
operating  as  a  monopoly  in  favor  of  one  part  of  its  citizens 
against  another.  In  this  respect,  he  held  that  the  old 
charter  was  radically  wrong. 

What  was  the  reason  given  by  the  friends  of  the  mea- 
sure itvthe  recharter?  That  the  bank  had  extensive  busi- 
ness in  operation;  that  many  years  would  be  required  to 
wind  it  apt  and  that  it  was  necessary,  for  tlie  public  inte- 
rest, to  recJurter  the  same  corporation.  Now,  he  held 
that,  if  the  present  charter  were  allowed  to  expire,  the 
afiSdn  of  the  country  would  suffer  nothing,  but  go  on  as 
well  at  the  moment  of  its  expiration.  Again:  thit,  being 
lo  long  in  opention,  havmg  brought  its  dealings  to  a  re- 
gular lystem,  it  would  be  unfiur  now  to  do  away  witli  it 
But  if  this  argument  be  good  for  any  thing,  at  the  end  of 
fifteen  years  it  will  be  so  much  stronger;  it  will  then  hare 
a  thirty.five  years'  claim;  now  it  has  but  twenty.  The 
angument,  with  him,  [Mr.  W.]  had  no  weight.  It  only 
showed  they  had  acted  wrong  at  the  beginnm; ,  in  grant- 
ing so  long  a  charter. 

It  was  contended  that  th^  had  cbums  for  the  benefits 
fhejr  conferred  on  the  Government  and  the  country  by 
their  agency.  But  the  very  name  of  having  the  Govern- 
ment as  partners  was  more  than  tantamount  to  all  the  acts 
they  conferred.  From  thi^  alone,  they  had  the  best  of 
the  bargain;  andthey  only  did  what  any  other  banking  es- 
tablishment Would  be  glad  to  be  allowed  to  do.  They 
bad  the  use  of  the  Government  money,  depOMted  with 
fliem  as  it  was  collected,  till  i^in  called  on  to  pay  it  out. 
Thqr  were  able  to  calculate  the  avera^  of  their  depo- 
istes  rocmtbtyi  thence  to  make  use  of  it,  as  so  much  of 
their  own  capital,  as  the  medium  of  exchanges — to  draw 
and  redraw  on  this  amount.  Their  paying  all  the  pen- 
sions was  mentioned  as  an  important  service  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Marvland,  [Mr.  Smitb.]  But  they  only  paid  out 
the  money  deposited  with  them;  and  any  other  bank 
would  do  the  same  thing  on  the  same  terms.  They  had 
now,  since  161^  the  use  of  all  t^eie  current  depontes. 
It  could  not  well  be  calculated  thrir  average  amount;  but, 
for  a  few  years,  they  mtglit  be  assumed  as  equal  to  eight 
milUons  yearly.  On  this,  knowing  how  much  they  could 
rely  on  as  generally  in  their  possession,  they  were  able  to 
issue  notes  &r  bej-ond  their  capital.  They  were  able  to 
calculate  on  it,  with  certain^,  as  equal  to  their  own  stock, 
and  to  do  business  to  double  their  capital;  for,  if  even  they 
exceeded  their  hmits,  they  knew  that  so  many  notes  would 
not  return  on  them  at  the  same  time  as  to  inconvenience 
them.  And  for  this  were  their  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment an  equivalent?  If  they  were  to  make  a  return  to  the 
United  States  of  one^half  of  the  interest  thus  made  on  iu 
own  noney,  it  would  be  but  a  moderate  compensation. 


That  sudi  an  enactment  was  not  in  the  original  charter, 
he  thought,  was  a  haH.  It  was  also  a  fault  in  the  present 
one;  for  it  was  his  opinion,  when  the  sum  in  their  hands 
equalled  a  nuliion,  the  Uiuted  States  were  entitled  to  an 
equivalent;  and  this  deficiency  in  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion was  with  him  a  solid  objection  to  it. 

This  company  had  now  been  doing  business  for  sixteen 
years.  It  extended  over  the  Union.  Its  ramifications 
were  every  where  spread;  and  it  was  now  necessary  to 
take  some  steps  to  ascertain  whether  that  business  was  or 
was  not  safe.  All  the  world  knew  what  the  difference 
was  between  giving  out  and  receiving  back.  Who  could 
tell  what  the  operations  of  the  bank  were — ^its  discounts, 
or  its  debts?  It  was  necessary,  for  itself,  that  a  final  day 
of  settlement  should  come:  till  then,  it  could  not  be  ascer- 
tuned  whether  its  debts  were  bad  or  good.  The  bank 
ou^t  to  desire  it,  in  order  to  know  the  state  of  their 
afRiirs.  He  would  appeal  to  the  man  of  business,  irhe,at 
certain  periods,  did  not  find  it  necessarv  to  bring  his  books 
taa  close,  to  know  the  true  state  of  his  affairs.  Many 
prudent  men  thought  it  wise  to  even  change  the  name  of 
their  firms — to  open  new  accounts,  (dealing  honorably 
with  the  old,)  in  order  to  reject,  in  the  new  firm,  what 
they  knew,  by  past  experience,  were  unsafe.  If  it  were 
necessaty  for  private  individuals  thus  to  act,  bow  much 
more  was  it  incumbent  on  those  who  transacted  buriness 
with  the  witole  country.  No  one,  no  matter  how  honest 
soever  the  managers  or  those  concerned  in  the  bank 
might  be,  could  tell,  till  its  affairs  were  finally  wound  up, 
how  safe  the  United  States  were  in  entrusting  it  with 
their  business. 

The  bank  had,  say,  several  millions  in  specie  in  its  vaults; 
the  engagements  of  other  banks,  and  tite  paper  on  dis- 
count m  individuals,  enough  probably,  as  honest  men,  to 
pay  all  their  own  engagements:  but  could  the  Govern- 
ment, as  stockholders,  say  how  much  of  this  paper  was 
good,  till  finally  paid?  This,  with  him,  [Mr.  W.]  would 
be  a  strong  reason  i^inst  renewing  the  charter  at  the 
present  b'me.  Even  if  Congress  were  disposed  to  act  af- 
terwards in  its  favor,  they  mould  allow  iu  operations  to 
be  suspended  fw  a  time.  But  to  renew  it  at  the  present 
period,  when  it  had  four  ^ears  to  run,  and  it  might  be 
said  two  years  more  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  was  particu- 
larly objectionable.  Was  it  desirable  to  do  so  now?  Who 
could  tell  what  the  state  of  its  affiurs  would  be  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years,  or  the  course  of  dealing  between 
It  and  the  United  States?  In  this  period  much  additional 
light  might  be  acquired;  and  were  we  to  deprive  ourselves 
of  this  by  rechartering  so  long  in  antitnpation?  If  the  bank 
were  not  flius  assuied  of  a  new  charter,  the  wi»dinr  up 
of  their  afiktrs  would  commence,  and  tbe  public  would  see 
their  way. 

He  had  always  understood  tiiat  the  purpose  of  the  bank 
was  to  do  real  buKness,  on  bona  _fide  paper,  and  not  on 
paper  of  mere  accommodation.  The  only  reason  given, 
as  far  as  be  had  heard,  for  this  early  decision  on  a  rechar- 
ter,  was  that  of  the  Senator  from  Penn^lvania,  [Mr.  DaL- 
LAS,]  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  so  long  to  wind  up  the 
affairs  ^  the  bank.  But  if  Uie  engagements  due  to  the 
bank  were  real  business  transactions,  every  man  who  had 
a  bin  coming  due,  knew  the  precise  time  when  it  would 
occur,  and  would  be  prepared  to  pay  it  on  the  day.  If 
such  were  the  business  transactions  of  the  bank,  he  saw 
not  why  they  should  feel  difficulty  in  winding  up  their  ac- 
counts at  any  time,  nor  why  they  should  ask  for  years  to 
do  so.  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  argue  that,  if  the  bank 
were  doing  accommodation  business  it  was  only  an  injury 
to  the  nation,  and  we  would  be  better  without  it.  Ac- 
commodation, inducinga  man  to  engageiit  bunness  beyond 
his  means,  in  the  end,  was  alwavs  a  real  loss,  both  to  him- 
self and  to  the  public.  It  would  be  seen,  at  tbe  expira- 
tion ct  the  charter,  if  not  thus  prevented  by  tbe  renewal, 
whether  the  bank  was  doing  a  real  buvness  or  not;  and 
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thu^  with  him,  wsa  alw  a.  great  objection  to  the  present  not  the  bult  of  the  office  or  institution  iuel^  be  deiued 
reiiewml.  Their  difficulty  in  winding  up,  it  was  to  be  the  aiulngy;  for,  where  there  wu  noladimnistntion,  it 
feared,  wa*  owiimf  to  the  extent  of  their  accotnmcKlntian '  wm  a  duty,  at  least,  to  remove  the  persons  wlw  «biiMd 
paperi  notei  were  not  pakl  when  due,  and  were  lifted  tlie  trust,  to  substitute  another  body  in  their  pbcc.  ff'u 
and  conUnued  by  Hibstituting  other  paper.  it  wise  or  just  to  give  up  all  control  over  this  corpontion 

We  bad  some  speci6catioii9  of  the  bank  transactions  in|  su  long  in  advance?  If  we  now  renew  the  charter,  wc 
the  reports  of  the  other  House.  Tlicjr  nught  be  called  ^  put  tbem  beyond  our  power  for  nineteen  yean.  Wu  not 
commoa  biwneai  transactions.    He  would  not  say  there  \  this  too  long?   It  was  a  settled  principle^  sacred  id  >ll«ir 


was  an^  breach  of  moral  rule;  yet,  to  him  it  appears  ex- 
traordinary, their  lending  money  to  be  paid  in  instal- 
ments; some  of  those  instalments  not  falling  due  for  six 
months  after  the  expiration  of  their  charter;  in  one  in- 
stance, to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to 
one  individual-  It  could  not  be  known  how  many  ofsuch 
transactions  they  were  engaged  in;  every  day  would  give 
DKtre  time  to  throw  more  li^t  on  it. 

Uomettic  bilb  of  exchange  were  uiothcr  subject  of  im- 
portance. It  would  appear,  from  their  own  statements, 
Utat  their  transactions  in  this  species  of  business  were  ex- 
tensive, in  April,  1831,  they  were  upwards  of  fourteen 
million  seven  hundred  Uiousand  dollars;  in  April,  1833, 
more  than  fourteen  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  was  strange  to  him  if  all  th'^s  could  be  real  busi- 
ness paper.    Much  of  it,  it  was  to  be  fouiul,  was  accom- 


modation paper,  of  liule  ralue,  under  ilie  form  of  bilU  of  tion  saved  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  pretented  tiie 


exchange.  If  so,  in  the  end  it  would  prove  niinous  to  the 
people,  and  to  Uie  bank  itself.  How  stood  the  case  in 
respect  to  accommodation?  He  knew  its  operation  in  his 
own  State;  probably  similar  elsewhere.  A  man  has  no 
capital;  he  does  not  choose  to  apply  himself  to  industrious 
habits — to  work;  he  can  get  accommodation  at  the  bank 
to  enter  into  biuinew,  provided  he  can  obtain  endorsers. 
He  ^ets  endorsers;  and  to  them,  for  thus  guarantying  him, 
he  gives  two  per  cent. ;  he  pa;^>  the  bank  for  its  discount 
six  per  cent-  At  the  end  of  six  months  he  has  to  do  the 
aame.  He  still  wants  money  to  pay  off  tliis;  he  miist  have 
recourse  to  the  medium  of  some  respectable  house  in  New 
Orleans  to  accept  his  drafui  this  commission  house  must 
be  paid;  so  must  the  endorsers;  so  must  the  bank.  He 
again  pie*  through  tlie  same  process.  The  commission 
house  IS  to  be  talun  care  of— he  wishes  to  keep  his  cre- 
dit-goes into  the  country  to  purchase  produce  for  the 
New  Orleans  market — it  is  shipped— he  draws  on  New 
Orleans.  These  are  draf>ain  retum;Bnd  kathe  bank  will 
not  act  for  nothing,  it  charges  six  per  cent,  exchange 
both  ways-  With  these  and  other  cliarges  heaped  upon 
it,  it  would  be  a  miracle  if  the  produce  thus  exported 
left  any  thing  for  the  dealer.  In  tlie  end»  he  is  unable  to 
(;»  on  longer.  He  brings  ruin  on  himself,  and  injures 
those  with  whom  he  has  originally  traded.  Much  of  this 
exchange  buriness,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  he  [Mr.  W.} 
feared,  was  of  this  stamp-  The  same  applied  tu  those  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  If  the  farmer  made  use 
of  the  facilities  thus  held  out  to  him,  in  anticipation  of  the 
sale  of  his  crop,  hiscrop  prcbjbly,  aawas  frequently  the 
case,  turned  out  a  failure — he  was  thus  involved  in  debt. 
He  had,  to  be  sure,  the  honor  of  dealing  with  the  bank, 
and,  in  the  end,  to  seek  for  himself  a  new  shelter  and 
another  home.  Of  all  modes  to  render  men  useless  to 
their  country,  who  might  otherwise  remjin  solvent  and 
valuable  citizens,  this  of  putting  the  debtor  to  new  sacri. 
ficea,  which  followed  accommodations  as  a  matter  of 
course,  was  the  readiest  of  alt. 

It  was  a  delicate  alTwr,  Mr.  W.  admitted,  to  interfere 
with  the  charter  when  graiitedi  but  who  on  that  floor, 
he  asked,  if  disclosures  in  the  interim  should  be  made, 
that  woald  not  regret  his  vote  for  a  reeharter  thus  in  ad- 
TWice?  If  (ttsduHures  should  hereafter  be  made  of  its 
injurious  tendency,  where  was  the  remedy.'  Or,  would 
any  one  say,  in  sucii  a  case,  that  it  was  not  repcalable  hke 
any  other  act  of  Cong^ress?  While  he  agreed  to  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Seiiatwfrom  Pcnni^ivania,  [Mr.  Dallas,]  that 
the  maladministration  of  individuals  in  any  ofRce  was 


institution^  the  judiciary,  from  its  particular  nature,  alow 
excepted.^o  have  frequent  recurrence  to  the  wUlof  tbt 
people,  to  deliver  up  to  them  the  trusts  delegated;  here 
wc  give  assunince  to  the  bank  that  it  shall  be  exempt; 
and,  than  this  abandonment  of  principle  in  its  Eivor, 
what  can  be  worse?  The  conduct  of  this  curpontin 
had  been  spoken  of,  he  thought,  too  highly;  gei>tlemeB 
were  too  liberal  in  their  praises,  if  its  former  transactiooi 
were  to  be  referred  to.  Than  of  tliis  corporation,  the 
affairs  of  none  other  had  been  so  badly  conducted  at  Sa 
commencement.  Nothing  could  be  worse  until  Cunfrrta 
was  forced  to  institute  an  inquiry,  to  change  and  better 
their  mode  of  proceeding.  Their  cliairmen,  commituei, 
directors,  and  all,  had  been  bankrupt,  and  were  only  ibui 
saved,  as  well  by  the  after  management  of  Mr.  Cticus, 
whose  ability,  high  and  honorable  character,  and  direc- 


bank  from  utter  destruction.  He'might  grant  tbit  for 
the  last  fifteen  years  it  had  been  well  conducted;  but 
security  had  we  that  it  should  continue  so?  For  tlie  di- 
rection might  be  changed  at  any  time;  though  the  prejent 
managers  might  be  discreet  and  honest,  their  succcsscn 
might  not;it  wasalwayssafesttu  leave  nothing  to  contingcn- 
ciea,  and  it  behooved  us,  in  doing  justice  to  the  corpor^iuoii, 
to  take  care  also  that  the  community  slioukl  not  be  suffrren. 

Mr.  W-  then  alluded  to  the  system  of  branch  dnb 
which  had  got  into  practice.  In  chartering  the  bank,  tbt 
object  of  the  Government  was  to  preserve  a  certain  stand- 
ard and  uniformity  in  the  currency.  By  means  of  bnutch 
drafts,  this  object  was  defeated,  the'  charter  evadd, 
and  notes  put  into  circulation  without  the  signature  of  the 
prewdent.  Before  this  bank  was  incorporated,  two  difficul- 
ties were  of  frequent  occurrence;  the  public  could  iierer 
be  certain  what  notes  of  that  day  were  genuine,  or  wlul 
were  spurious.  To  remedy  this,  local  issues  without  the 
president's  signature,  under  a  certain  amount,  wt-n-  pro- 
hibitedj  but,  in  lieu  of  notes  imder  fifty  dollars,  they  h*d 
put  into  ciEculation  those  branch  orders  of  small  amounl 
It  was  contended  that  tliis  practice  was  rendered  necc*' 
sary  by  the  multiplication  of  branches,  in  order  to  mtei 
the  demand;  but  when  called  on  for  any  sum  undi;r6f^ 
dollars,  they  had  it  in  their  power,  had  it  been  their  object 
to  give  the  person'  applying  specie;  and  specie  less  thu 
fifty  dollars  would  have  been  no  great  incumbrance  to  uiT 
one,  it  was  to  be  supposed.  The  fact  of  their  haringbevii 
refused  this  privilege,  when  tlicy  had,  on  two  ocunioia, 
applied  fur  leave  tu  have  special  officers  appanted  vi'Ji 
liberty  to  sign  such  note^  and  the  advice  of  counsel 
against  its  legality,  lefl  them  no  room  to  doubt  on  the 
subject;  and,  with  auch  knowledge  before  them,  tbcii 
fullowing  it  up  was  decidedly  an  evasion  of  their  charter. 
Therefore,  he  contended,  those  who  bad  thus  evaded  in 
enactments,  should  not  he  trusted  with  its  renewal.  AflH 
some  furtljcr  remarks  on  the  effects  of  these  branch  orden 
in  drawing  the  money  from  the  Western  States  and  tni» 
ferring  it  to  the  Eafiterii,  and  its  operation  in  exhausting  the 
specie,  and,  in  Ueu,  creating  a  paper  currency  in  tlic  Wcsd 
Mr.  W.,  having  spoken  twu  hours,  gave  way,  anthouthsT- 
ing  concluded,  to  a  motiun  by  Mr.  GBUXUT  to  vljoun. 
The  Semite  then  ac^ourned. 

FaiDAT,  Jl'xe  8. 
ALEXANDRIA  AQUEDUCT. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  memorial  from  tbe  citi- 
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zeiis  of  Georgetown  against  the  bill  pending  to  kid  tbe 
Aleundria  Canal  Company. 

A  motion  was  imide  to  pnnt  the  memorial,  which  waa  op- 
posed by  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  as  havir^no  c^ep  object  but 
to  dtlay  the  Hction  of  tlie  Senate  on  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  'WEBSTER  stated  that  this  was  an  ungi-acious 
attempt  to  defeat  a  measure  for  the  interests  of  Aleian- 
dria,  whicli  had  been  the  moat  abstemious  of  all  the 
cities  in  the  District  in  her  demands  on  the  General  Go- 
Temment. . 

Mr.  FREL1NGHUY3EN,  although  entertaining  simi- 
]«r-viewa  asto  the  ill-timed  eharaeter  of  this  application, 
thought  the  printing  an  act  of  courtesy  not  to  be  denied. 

Mr.  FOOT  expressed  regret  that  whenever  applications 
vere  made  from  any  part  of  this  District  for  aid  from  the 
Government,  there  was  always  some  opposing  interest  in- 
terposing itself  to  embarrasa  the  legislation  of  Congress. 

Tbe  printing  of  the  memorial  was  advocated  by  Mr. 
MARCT  and  Mr.  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  aUted  that  the  project  of  a  free 
bridge  on  the  pillars  of  the  aqueduct,  proposed  by  the 
memorial,  originated  with  Alexandria;  and  Uiat  Alexan- 
dri^t,  at  one  time,  proposed  a  co-operation  with  George- 
town to  accomplish  it,  which  was  refused  by  Georgetown. 

Mr.  CLAY  defended  Georgetown  against  tlie  imputa- 
tion thrown  out  in  the  moment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  was  in  faror  of  the  aqueduct}  of  the  free 
bridge  also,  and  of  the  printing  of  the  memorial.  He 
thought  the  bill  for  the  aqueduct  might  be  taken  up  and 
passed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  tlien  withdrew  his  opposition  to  the 
printing. 

Mr.  HANGCM  wished  the  two  subjects  to  be  discon- 
nected, and  to  be  taken  up  in  separate  bills. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill  for  Uie 
benefit  of  Alexandria  vouM  be  taken  up  and  passed)  and 
tiial  the  memorial  from  Georgetown  ^ould  also  receive 
its  proper  attention.  But  if  the  bill  were  now  postponed, 
he  apprehended  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  it  this 
sesKon.  He  gave  the  reasons  which  would  in6iicnce  him 
as  a  member  of  the  District  Committee  to  give  every  at- 
tention to  the  wishes  of  Georgetown,  but  without  pre- 
judice to  the  interests  of  Alexandria. 

The  memorial  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

PRESIDENT'S  FAC  SIMILE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  tlten  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  for  the  appdntment  of  a  Recorder  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  prescribiDg  the  manner  in  which  patents 
sliall  be  issued. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fon- 
STTB  to  strike  out  the  whole  bill  after  the  enacting  words, 
and  to  insert  an  authority  to  use  a  fac  umite  of  the  Pren- 
dent's  signature,  and  tbe  employment  of  a  private  secre- 
tary  of  the  President,  to  be  employed  in  its  use, 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  amend  tlie  amendment, 
by  introducing  the  words  "for  tbe  time  being"  afler  the 
words  "  President  of  the  United  States;"  and  by  adding 
a  provision  that  each  President,  at  the  end  of  liia  temt  of 
service,  shall  cause  the  fac  simile  to  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  accepted  tbe  amendment. 

l*he  change  of  systt-m  was  advocated  by  Mr.  CLAY', ' 
who  said  that  by  the  present  mode  an  luireasonablc  amount 
of  mechanical  labor  wus  imposed  on  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
interfering  with  duties  of  an  intellectual  character.  He 
wished  tbe  friends  of  the  administration  to  settle  the 
mode  among  themselves,  and  pledged  himself  on  this  ques- 
tion to  support  the  administration  with  all  possible  zeal. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  opposed  the  principle  of  substitut- 
ing any  other  signature  to  transTera  of  the  public  domain, 
than  that  of  the  President  himself.  He  preferred  the 
adoption  of  a  fiw  rimile. 


It  was  sUted  by  Mr.  KING  and  Mr.  FORSYTH  that 
there  were  near  ten  thousand  land  patents  lying  before 
the  Prendent,  waiting  for  his  signature,  and  forty  thoa- 
sand  others  were  prepared. 

Mr.  EWING  preferred  the  facsimile  mode  to  the  other. 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  BIBB,  who  stated 
that  he  never  would  authorize  a  Chief  Maspstratr,  on  the 
pretence  that  he  had  not  time  to  sign  his  name,  to  have  a 
ftc  simile  made  of  his  own  name. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  FORSYTH  was  then  agreed 
to — ^yeas  31,  naj-s  30. 
The  bill  waa  then  hud  on  the  table. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNn'ED  STATES.  * 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  to  modify  and  con- 
tinue the  act  to  incorporate  the  aubacribera  to  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States. 

Mr.  WHITE  resumed  tlie  observations  in  opposition 
to  tbe  bill  which  he  commence<l  yesterday.  He  con- 
tended that  the  charter  gave  to  the  bank  almost  unlimited 
pou  ersin  tbe  estabUshmcnt  of  branches  in  any  of  the' 
States  or  Territories  of  the  Union.  He  looked  at  tlie 
amount  of  profits  which  the  bank  would  make  by  a  branch 
in  Tennessee,  where  there  were  very  few  stockholders; 
and  consequently  there  would  be,  a  drain  of  the  specie 
from  that  agricultural  section,  for  the  benefit  of  distant, 
aikd,  in  a  great  proportion,  foreign  stockholders.  Such 
a  drain  he  considered  as  injurious,  not  to  say  ruinous. 
They  who  furnish  these  profiu  are  to  have  as  a  considera- 
tion notliing  more  tlian  a  slender  chance  borrowinr 
sometimes  a  little  capital,  on  accommodation.  In  the  enc^ 
this  accommodation  is  mischievous;  and  farmers  who  resort 
to  it  soon  borrow  themselves  out  of  house  and  out  of 
home.  On  this  ground,  therefore,  he  objected  to  the 
bank  as  impoverishing  tlic  country. 

He  preferred  State  banks.  In  which  tlie  bolder*  of 
stock  were  citixens,  to  any  of  these  branches. 

A  stronger  objection  was,  that,  in  consequence  of  its 
large  capital,  and  its  great  money  influence,  it  wutil  I 
have  the  power  of  drawing  to  itself  all  tlie  active  capitid 
which  ought  to  be  distributed  among  local  institutions. 
The  effect  would  be  to  put  down  those  institutions,  as 
every  man  of  capital  will  desire  to  connect  himself  with 
this  bank.  Not  only  without  the  consent,  but  coutrary  to 
the  consent  of  tlie  States,  the  principal  directors  hare  the 
power  to  establish  branches  where  they  please.  Who 
elects  the  officers?  The  principal  bank  puts  in  and 
changes  the  officers,  atita  pleasure.  He  objected  to  plac- 
ing too  much  coiifitlfnce  in  the  bank,  and  looked  at  the 
possibility  of  the  influence  of  this  institution  being  di- 
rected to  the  election  of  such  Senatoi-s  and  Representa- 
tives, State  and  federal,>as  may  be  favorable  to  its  pur- 
poses. >Vlien  the  board  of  principal  stockholders  have 
uetemiined  on  a  particular  object,  they  hare  only  to  com- 
municate their  views  to  the  branch  directors.  In  this 
way,  tbey  could  always  operate  to  secure  a  renewal,  or  a 
modification  of  their  charter.  The  branches,  acquainted 
with  the  object  of  the  parent  bank,  would  induce  their 
customers,  by  the  promise  of  greater  accommodation  In  the 
event  of  some  modifications  being  obtuned,  and  a  with- 
drawal of  a  part,  if  tbey  should  not  be  obtained,  to  give 
I  their  votes  for  persons  who  would  aid  in  the  attainment 
'  of  such  modifications.  He  did  not  believe  tliat  auch  a 
power  could  be  resisted.  He  could  not  see  the  extent 
of  evi!  which  might  be  the  residt  of  the  efforts  of  an  or- 
ganized corps  ol  men,  four  of  whom  may  be  sufficient  to 
act,  speaking  the  same  language  in  every  hole  and  cor- 
ner of  the  Union.  It  was  just  as  well  to  give  the  direc- 
tors the  kind  of  charter  they  require,  because  they  will 
have  I  he  power  to  modify  their  charter  whenever  tliey 
please. 

Butthe  powcrofthc  bank  might  also  be  applied  to  po- 
litical purposes;  and  might  be  appfied  with  a  nrce  wliich 
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would  be  found  to  be  irrewitible.  His  appreheBMou  tutd 
mlway*  been  alive  to  the  contingency  that  this  great  nto- 
ney  power  would  connect  itself  with  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, and  regulate  the  election  of  Chief  I'lagistrate. 
Whoever  lived  long  enough  would  aee  that  this  institution , 
and  the  Eiecutivc  would  go  togethertin  all  questions  of 
nugnitudet  and  whenever  the  next  election  should  be 
over,  whether  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  diould  be  put 
in  or  put  out,  we  sliall  never  agwn  hear  any  President 
speaking  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  bank.  In  case  of 
war,  there  would  be  found  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  in  obtiuning  loans  from  this  bank;  and  as  the 
local  banks  would  be  all  destroy  cd,  the  operations  of  the 
Government  might  be  greatly  embarrassed.  In  the  last 
war,  suppoMng  that  the  directors  of  a  bank  of  this  influ- 
ence had  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  war  was  an  un- 
rigliteous  one,  and  wouUnot  bsTC  contributed  to  carry  it 
on,  what  embarrassments  would  not  have  ensued.'  The 
bank  would  have  power,  therefore,  to  compel  the  Go- 
vernment to  make  peace  or  war,  at  its  will.  The  bank, 
having  the  control  of  tlie  whole  circulating  medium  of  the 
country,  can  work  any  results  which  they  please.  They 
can  influence  the  value  of  property  every  where,  and 
change  it  to  any  hands  which  they  choose  to  favor.  The 
bank  can  also  regulate  the  rale  of  foreign  and  domestic 
exchange,  and  can  eleVate  or  depress  it,  as  drcunutences 
may  render  it  profitable  or  desirable  for  them  to  do  so. 
lie  adverted  to  the  influence  which  the  forei^ci  stockhold- 
er>  might  have  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  ui  preventing 
any  efficiency  on  the  part  of  our  Government.  He  held 
that  Uicre  was  no  security  In  the  reflection  that  the  bank 
had  hitherto  done  well. 

He  fuilher  stated  that  he  still  retained  all  bis  constitu- 
tional objections  to  the  delegation  of  these  important  pow- 
ers to  any  individual  corporation.  It  was  a  power  which 
had  been  invariably  contested  unce  the  year  1791,  when 
It  was  first  made  a  vexed  question,  it  was  tlien  contested 
before  the  President,  wlien  the  cabinet  was  divided,  two 
and  two,  when  he  signed  the  bill.  The  lights  which  had 
been  subsequently  shed  on  the  subject,  were  conclusive, 
in  bis  mind,  aa  to  the  propriety  with  which  the  constito- 
tioiial  power  to  incorporate  a  bank  bad  been  contested. 
He  looked  at  the  rarious  powers  expressed  in  the  constitu- 
tion out  of  which  this  power  bad  been  derived,  and  denied 
that  any  of  those  powers  had  warranted  audi  deriviition. 

He  srgued  t)utt  the  framers  of  the  constitution  did  nut 
mvc  any  such  power,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  ef- 
fect any  of  the  great  powers  pven  by  the  constitutioni 
and  ttiat  the  moment  such  power  was  assumed,  the  power 
was  assumed  to  make  an  individual  take  the  notes  of  any 
corporation  the  Government  may  ci-eate.  He  denied  that, 
in  the  event  of  another  war,  this  bank  could  continue  to 
be  a  specie-paying  bank.  The  war  disturbed  the  curren- 
cy) money  was  necessary  for  the  army  and  navy.  The 
banks  could  not  supply  it  without  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments; but  it  was  considered  patriotic  to  incur  tliia  con- 
Rcquence*  for  the  benefit  of  toe  countrj-;  and  they  who 
refused  to  incur,  made  themselves  liable  to  the  suspicion 
tliat  Ihcy  did  not  desire  to  see  tite  war  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination.  This  state  of  things  was  brought 
about  with  the  conniv.nnce,  nay,  tlie  approbation  of  the  Go- 
vernment;  and  it  was  to  remedy  an  evil  Ifrought  about  wiUi 
the  encouragement  of  the  Government  that  the  United 
States'  Hank  was  estnbliiihed.  It  was  to  restore  the  sound- 
ness of  the  currency,  which  was  disturbed  by  the  war. 

He  referred  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  bank,  when  in  the 
quasi  war  with  France,  in  1798,  1799,  a  loan  was  obtained 
from  individuals  at  eight  per  cent.  The  bank  was  at  that 
time  in  existence,  hut  it  aid  not  give  any  aid  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government.  In  the  event  of  a  war,  when 
these  notes  were  offered,  the  pecijde  would  call  to  mind 
the  continental  money,  and  would  immediately  take  the 
.notes  to  the  bank,  and  get  llirm  exchanged  for  hard  mo- 


ney; and  as  the  amount  of  specie  in  flke  Wilts  was  not  suf- 
i  ficient  to  meet  all  the  notes^  the  bank  would  ccaae  to  be 
I  specie-paying. 

In  peace  the  Government  could  have  every  rcqiusite 
faciU^  for  the  collection  and  safe  keeping  of  the  revenue 
by  the  Slate  banks.  There  was  do  Goa^>laint  %^  these 
banks  until  the  war.  Be  bad  no  heaitrntioo  in  aawrtliy 
that  theselocal  iastitations  would  be  suffiaent  fw  all  toe 
purposes  of  the  Government. 

He  concluded  with  stating  that  bis  objection^  on  the 
various  grounds  he  had  Bpcci6ed,  to  the  ccnrtiDuance  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank,  were  insuperable.  He  denied 
tbe  power  of  Congress  to  incorporate  such  a  bank-  If 
they  possessed  the  power,  he  insisted  that  its  exercise  in 
this  manner  would  be  inexpedient.  He  tho«^^t  that  the 
bank  might  interfere  with  uie  elcctioni^  is  the  gentleman 
frtmi  Fenosylvama  bad  stated  it  would  be  tempted  to  da 
if  the  term  of  its  charter  were  shortened.  Tbe  deposit- 
ing of  the  pubhc  funds  in  this  bank  without  any  demand 
of  interest,  was  a  bounty  given  to  them  to  interfere  in 
these  elections.  The  present  bill  tempted  the  directors 
of  the  bank  too  &r;  and,  if  they  resisted  the  temptation, 
he  would  say  that  all  the  eulogies  which  had  been  passed 
upon  them  by  the  friends  of  the  bank  came  short  of 
their  real  merits. 

Mr.  HILL  tlien  read  the  fi>Ilowii^  observations  in  op- 
powtion  to  the  bill: 

Hr.  President:  In  favor  of  the  extenaon  of  the  charier 
of  the  United  States'  Bank,  it  is  urged  that  this  institutitn 
is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  a  sound  and  equal  cur- 
rency. It  has  been  assumed  that,  without  this  institutioo, 
the  currency  wbidi  was  Curbed  and  depreciated  by  the 
necesHties  <n  the  last  war  with  Great  Britam,  would  never 
have  been  restored.  My  belief  is,  that,  bad  the  United 
States'  Bank  exisUd  during  the  late  war,  the  moneyed  power 
which  it  would  have  wielded,  aided  by  that  moneyed  power 
at  the  East,  which  preferred  investments  in  illicit  traffic 
witii  tbe  enemy  to  investments  aiding  our  own  country-, 
would  have  prostrated  the  Government  at  the  feet  of  the 
common  enemy— would  have  compelled  this  Government 
to  make  such  peace  with  G^eat  Britain  as  should  dic- 
tate. Had  this  banfct  if  then  eidstin^  done  like  those 
patriotic  State  institutjons  which  loaned  money  to  the  Go- 
ve mtnentt  and  were  in  consequence  obliged  to  suspend 
«)ecie  payments,  it  requires  not  thejpirit  of  prophecylo 
foresee  that  tlie  fate  of  the  United  States'  Bank  would  have 
been  that  of  the  local  banks.  Divest  this  United  Sutet" 
Bank  of  the  Om'emment  deposites — draw  from  it  the  Go- 
vernment fund^  as  they  must  be  drawn  in  all  times  irf 
public  exigency,  and  it  stands  on  no  better  ground  than 
every  local  bank  in  the  country  stands.  It  n  without  na- 
tional character;  the  national  name  which  it  assumes  b 
mere  moonshine.  Strike  this  hank  out  of  existence,  in  a 
time  of  general  prosperity,  and  the  mvans  for  preserving 
a  sound  currency  and  for  &cilitating  exchanges  exist  pre- 
cisely the  same.  Tlie  price  of  excoange  is  always  bvw- 
able  to  that  section  of  the  country  where  the  greateit 
balance  is  due.  If,  for  instance,  the  interior  country  con- 
sumes more  than  it  produces,  if  it  buys  mwe  than  it  sells, 
the  price  of  exchange  will  be  s^^nst  tbe  interior.  If 
the  States  of  the  South  orWest  consume  more  fromabraad 
than  they  furnish  for  the  market  at  home,  the  price  of  ex- 
change will  be  increased  in  those  States  equal  to  the  ex- 
pense of  transporting  specie  funds  to  the  point  where  the 
debts  may  be  due — to  the  city  of  New  York,  or  Philadd- 
phia,  or  Boston,  if  tlie.purchases  diall  there  be  made.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  those  Slates  sendraoreproduce  to  New 
York,  than  the  amount  of  their  purchases  at  New  York, 
the  exchange  will  be  in  favor  of  the  States,  and  againstNev 
York.  Tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  is  of  no  more  value 
in  facilitating  these  exchanges,  than  any  broker's  ^op  in 
the  country.  Tliis  bank  charges  the  same  for  its  bills  of 
exchange  as  dues  any  broker:  nay,  by  monopolizing  ttu 
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broken^,  it  controla,  in  m  good  degree,  the  prices^  and 
precluidea  the  benefits  of  that  salutary  competition  whidi 
would  otherwise  exist. 

The  credit  which  is  assumed  for  the  bank,  of  brinfpng 
up  to  par,  and  eqnaltzing  tlie  currency  of  bank  bills 
throughout  the  country,  iabut  a  gratuiteui  amumption.  It 
it  true  that  the  circumstance  of  the  bills  of  this  bank  being 
receivable  every  where  In  payment  of  duties  and  debts  to 
the  Government,  gives  these  bills  a  currency  that  no  local 
bank  possesses.  But  let  the  Goremment  give  to  tlie  bills 
of  any  local  bank  the  same  qtialrty — Wt  the  bills  of  any 
local  bank  be  every  where  received  in  payment  of  debts 
due  to  tlie  United  States — and  such  locul  bank  will  con- 
tribute  just  as  mtich  to  equalize  the  currency,  -u  does  the 
Bank  nf  the  United  JStates. 

In  the  six  Kastem  Stales,  at  this  moment,  the  bills  of  the 
Ui^ited  Stateii'  Bank  ami  ita  branches,  with  all  the  advan- 
tage which  the  Government  gives  those  bills,  by  every 
where  rt-ceiving  them  in  pnymeiit  fur  debts  dutt  to  the 
United  States,  are  not  as  gnod  as  are  the  bills  of  any  and 
every  local  l>aiik  in  those  States:  the  local  bills  are  there 
every  where receivef I  ai  specie  without disoiMini;  theb.lb 
of  the  United  States*  Bonk  and  its  brandies  are  not  receiv- 
ed, except  in  the  place  where  the  branctt  is  located,  and 
where  the  bill  or  note  is  payable.  The  dilTerence  at  pre- 
•ent  is  from  oncfinirth  to  one-half  per  cent. :  the  cUffer- 
ence  between  these  and  the  spurious  drafts  which  are 
circiiLited  us  bills,  is  probably  one  per  cent.  The  prin- 
ciple is  tlie  same,  whether  the  difference  be  one-fourth, 
one,  ten,  or  twenty  per  cent.  If  that  difference  be  one- 
fourth  per  cent,  auw,  what  will  it  be  under  the  system  of 
isauing  spuriotu  orders,  as  well  as  b.lls  payable  at  distant 
parts  of  the  Union,  when  Government  funds  shall  be  as 
scarce  as  ttiey  were  during  the  exigencies  of  the  lust  war? 
Then  the  sotu-ccs  of  pubLcrevenue  would  be  in  tlie  main 
dried  up — u  vei-y  small  portion  of  the  bills  uf  the  United 
States*  Bank  would  be  any  where  receivable;  and  the  pa- 
per of  this  bank  would  be  the  very  worst  paper  circulation 
that  ever  has  existed,  or  ever  coiihl  exist,  in  titis  country. 
Fastened  down  as  we  now  are  by  the  votes  of  a  tnajori^ 
oftbe  Senate,  it  will  not  be  inthe  powerof  Congrcsatiere- 
after  to  improve  the  carreneyi  nor  can  all  the  efforts  of 
tlie  State  Legislatures,  or  Uie  local  banks  granted  under 
them,  correct  this  evil. 

With  what  face  can  it  be  urged  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  improves  the  currency  ?  I  deny  the  propo- 
flitiun.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  durmg  tlie  term 
of  ita  existence,  has  done  more  towards  establidiing  prin- 
ciples of  bankmg  calculated  to  auperinduce  and  make 
permanent  an  unsound  currency,  than  any  and  all  the 
otiier  banking  companies  of  the  country  have  done  in  the 
saiuc  time. 

What  would  not  be  said,  if  twenty-five  of  the  principal 
State  bunks  throughout  the  Union  should  combine,  and 
•hould  agree  to  issue  their  bills  at  distant  points  of  the 
Union,  pa3rable  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  miles  from 
the  place  of  issued  Would  it  not  be  obvious  that  the  in- 
tenuon  was  to  evade  spe<»e  payments?  And  can  any  one 
doubt,  if  an  order  tb  receive  the  bills  thus  sent  forth  in 
payment  of  debts  due  the  United  States  should  issue,  such 
as  tliat  issued  by  Mr.  Secretary  Rush  to  receive  the  spuri- 
ous orders  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  the  bills 
of  the  local  bunks  would  be  every  where  as  current  as  are 
the  furious  bank  orders?  B'lt  would  not  such  a  proce- 
dure bemetwHIiinilignationtbroug^uiutthe  whole  trading 
and  commercial  community?  Thw  evasion  of  specie  pay- 
mcnta  ia  tantamount  to  the  direct  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  Bonk  of  Bnghmdt  it  is  a  device  which 
would  do  credit  tu  Yankee  ingenuity.  Give  any  Yankee 
bank  thisexcluMve  privilege  fur  the  term  of  twenty  years, 
and  I  will  be  bound  that  such  bank  will  carry  to  New  Eng- 
land more  than  a  moiety  of  all  the  proceeds  of  the  indus- 
try of  the  country.    As  the  bill  virtually  sanctions  the 


cvsjton  of  specie  payment^  it  is  equal  to  an  irrevocid>le 
grant  of  the  power  to  suspend  specie  payments:  the  paper 
issues  of  this  bank  will  be  no  better  than  the  paper  issue* 
of  the  Bank  of  England  during  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments — the  quality  of  each  paper  is  dve  same,  the  credit 
of  both  being  baled  ezohisively  on  the  simple  ciroum< 
stance  tliat  tliey  were  receivable  every  where  in  payment , 
of  the  debts  due  to  tlie  Government.  Mr.  Huskision  has 
shown  that  the  auspennon  of  specie  paymenta  by  the 
Bank  of  England  retluced  the  value  of  the  cunvncy  ia 
tliat  country  abinit  tweaty-five  per  cent. ;  and  at  every 
emergency  of  this  Government,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  under  tlie  grant  now  voluntarily  presented  to  it, 
will  cause  a  similar  depreciation  of  the  value  of  money  in 
this  cotuttry,  and  probably  proihiee  a  mater  dilapkUtioB 
uf  properly  than  the  whole  amount  of  its  O^ital. 

Oil  the  subject  of  these  branch  drafts,  with  all  dtie  d«* 
fertrnee  to  the  learned  counsellor  who  received  fifty  dollars 
for  draughting  the  opinion  that  there  could  he  "  no  legal 
ujectioii  to  tlieiu,"  uid  for  the  other  diatingtiished  genUe* 
men  who,  fs>r  one  hundred  dollars  each,  concurred  "  en- 
tirely  in  lus  tmiiiiim,"  I  must  bcir  leave  to  diflei  entiri^ly 
from  them.  The;y  say  there  can  be  no  legal  objection  to 
these  orders,  which  does  not  apply  to  aU  draftst  that 
'*  whether  they  are  signed  by  one  oflieer  or  more,  and 
whether  they  have  the  external  appearance  of  a  bank 
note  or  otlierwise,  must  be  a  matter  of  perfect  indiffer- 
ence, and  entirely  within  the  competency  of  the  bank  to 
regulate  at  its  plcasuret"  that  *'  it  rs  an  ordinary  banking 
operation,  to  which  tlieir  general  fiiculties  are  perfectly 
competent]"  that  "  a  restraint  upon  the  power  (to  imie  this 
kind  of  spurious  paper)  is  witiiout  example  in  the  charter 
of  any  banki"  that  the  inhibition  of  bank  bills  which  are 
not  signed  bv  the  prewdcnt  and  countersigned  by  the 
cashier,  in  the  twelfUi  fundamental  article  of  the  bill 
creating  this  corporation,  *■  has  no  reference  to  checks  or 
drafts  drawn  at  the  offices  upon  the  bank;"  and  that  nnce 
the  issue  of  tliese  drafts  "  will  fkcilitiite  the  exclianges  of 
the  country,  and  secure  the  public  and  the  bank  ftom 
frauds^*'  tliey  seem  to  them  as  expedient  as  they  are  lawful! 

This  Is,  then,  constitutional  lav,  as  expounded  by  the 
three  great  legal  advisers  (Messrs.  Binney^  D-  Webster, 
and  W.  Wirt)  of  the  banki  it  must  be  so,  fur  one  of  them 
solemnly  sets  forth  the  declaration,  another  **  concurs  en- 
tirely in  his  opinion,"  and  the  third  says  he  "can  see  no 
possible  legal  objection  to  Uie  practicet"  and  the  whole 
costs  the  bank  but  two  hundred  and  fif^  dollars!  Let  it 
be  b<niie  in  mind  that,  in  arriving  at  their  conclusion,  the 
learned  gentlemen  entirely  blink  the  charter.  To  pre- 
vent tlie  issue  of  such  an  enormous  quantity  of  bills  of  a 
small  denomination  as  shiUl  drive  out  of  circulation  not 
only  specie,  but  local  bills,  which  are  also  tlie  true  repre- 
sentative of  specie,  the  cliarter  prohibited  the  issue  and 
circulation  of  "bills  or  notes  promiung  the  payment  of 
money,"  unless  ngned  by  one  officer,  and  counterngned 
by  another:  in  vain  does  the  hank  four  times  petition  Cod* 
gress  to  diange  this  provision  ir\  the  charter.  It  is  found 
by  the  "ordinary  operations  of  bankini^^fundsare trans- 
mitted sometimes  irom  one  pmnt  to  another,  by  drafts 
drawn  by  one  bank  upon  another,  as  a  mere  operation  of 
exchange,  the  draft  always  purporting  on  its  face  the  pre- 
cise amount  desired  to  be  transmilteJ.  On  the  strength 
of  this  practice,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  procures 
some  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  in  sums  of 
five,  ten,  and  twenty  duUan  each,  of  the ''drafts  manufke- 
tured  in  dose  unitation  uf  bills  or  notes  of  Uie  ssme  do- 
nomination— not  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the 
excliange,  but  for  the  purpose  of  throwii^  on  the  whole 
community  an  expanded  paper  circulation,  if  redeemable 
any  where  by  specie,  redeemable  at  such  a  distance  from 
the  place  of  issue,  that  it  will  cost  the  holder  of  fifty  or  % 
hundred  dollars  another  fifty  or  a  hundred  dollars  to  oh- 
luathespeciewhereitisdue.  Tb)SM«BrciMUk|ionisMt 
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"  bU)i  or  notes;"  tb*rerore,  it  is  no  vioUtion  of  the  oh*r- 
ter  thxt  the  p«per  is  not  signed  by  the  president,  and 
counterngiicd  by  the  cashier.  But  the  cUuse  reqiuring 
the  agnatuKs  to  bills  or  notea^  doei  not  require  the  same 
Mgnaturca  to  diecks  and  drafts:  therefore,  diecks  and 
dnfts  maj  be  made  a  substitute  for  bills  and  notes,  because 
diecks  and  drafts,  not  for  eircuIa6on.  but  for  the  trans- 
auision  of  funds,  u  "  an  ordiDary  banking  operation,  to 
which  their  genersl  ftculties  are  perfecUy  competent." 
Had  any  kwal  State  bat.k  in  the  country  resorted  to  sucb  a 
subterfuge  for  such  a  purpose — ^had  any  State  bank  thus 
eraded  Uie  plun  letter  of  its  charter — Uiere  cannot  be  a 
doubt  the  act  would  have  been  condemned  at  once  by 
erety  State  ju^cial  tribunal,  and  that  every  State  Legi»- 
kture  in  the  Union  would  have  declared  thecharter  forfeit. 

The  gentlemen,  counsel  for  the  bank,  in  their  learned 
opinion,  give  us  no  quotations  from  the  books,  as  a  justifi- 
eation  of  the  issue  of  this  spurious  paperi  they  say  the 
issue  of  checks  and  drafts  "is  an  ordnwry  banking 

Sieration,"  thoa  carrsring  the  tdte  thKt  what  is  done  by 
e  Uiuted  States'  Bank  is  done  by  all  other  banks.  It  is 
not  denied  that  other  banks  inay  sometimes  issue  checks 
and  drafts  for  the  accommodation  of  individuals  who 
may  wish  to  send  money  from  one  place  to  another;  but 
it  may  be  fearlessly  denied  that  other  banks  are  permitted 
to  issue  thecks  and  drafts  for  the  purposes  of  general 
circiilution.  Even  the  bank  "facilities,"  which  were 
issued  several  years  ago  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut, to  evade  n>ecie  payments  at  the  place  of  isiue,  were 
of  a  character  infinitely  superior  to  the  '^facilities"  issued 
by  the  Rink  of  the  United  States.  The  Dedham  bank 
issued  its  not  espayable  at  Hiddletown,  and  the  Hartford 
bank  payable  at  New  York;  each  some  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  distant.  But  there  was  a  bona  fide  promise  to  pay, 
and  tlie  promise  was  kept.  Yet  tlie  good  sense  of  the 
community  drove  the  banks  to  withdraw  these  facili- 
ties from  circulation.  So  also  the  first  bank  chartered 
in  New  Hampshire,  which  for  se|<eral  yean  daioied  the 
exclustve  right  of  banking  in  that  State,  as  the  United 
States'  Bank  claims  it  now  under  the  Federal  Government, 
issued  bills  at  Portsmoutli,  payable  at  Philadelphia.  The 
popular  indignation  soon  put  down  this  evasion  of  the 
charter,  although  there  was  no  clause  in  the  charter  pro- 
hibiting  the  issue.  The  checks  and  drafts  which  are 
attempted  to  be  legalized  by  the  counsel  for  the  Bank 
the  United  States,  are'of  a  character  ftr  below  the 
>  bank  facilities  to  which  I  have  just  alluded:  tliey  con> 
tlun  a  proiiHse  to  pay  nowhere;  they  are  a  simple  or- 
der drawn  on  the  motlier  bank,  at  great  distances  from 
the  places  of  issue;  they  may  be  paid,  and  probably  will 
be  paid,  so  long  as  it  is  convenient  for  the  motlier  bank  to 
pay  them,  if  the  holders  will  be  at  the  expense  of  send- 
mg  them  five  hundred,  a  thousand,  or  fifteen  hundred 
nHlet]  but  the  holdeti  cannot,  from  their  face,  compel  the 
bank  to  pay  them.  Stop  the  sale  of  the  pubKc  lands  in 
llie  South  and  West — let  a  war  on  the  ocean  stop  the  im- 
portation of  goods  on  which  duties  are  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  tliese  branch  tlrafts  would  instantly  be  depre- 
ciated in  valuefrom  twenty -five  to  lifiy  percent. ;  they  would 
bll  below  the  treasury  notes  issued  during  the  late  war, 
and  even  as  low  an  the  notes  and  bills  of  those  banks  which 
then  suspende<l  specie  payments.  And  this  is  the  ^rstem 
by  which  the  United  States*  Bank  lias  every  where  made 
ian  equal  currency! 

Should  the  friends  of  the  bank,  after  the  year  1S36 — 
for  until  that  time  we  must  have  these  checks  and  drafts 
fastened  on  us  as  a  currency — consent  to  prohibit  their 
resiie,  will  not  the  bank  resort  to  some  other  expedient  to 
evade  the  payment  of  specie?  It  will  be  snid  that  the  re- 
newed charter  prevents  the  issue  of  bills  or  notes  of  one 
branch  payable  at  anutiier  branch,  of  a  denomination  less 
than  fifQT  doHars.  Why  petBut  such  inue  of  any  denomi- 
IHdion }  Tbb  prorWon  will  enable  the  btnk  at  ill  tinwttt 


evade  the  pajrment  of  specie  in  quantitiea;  being  recnv- 
able  for  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  these  bilb  will  be 
current  in  all  parts  of  tiie  United  States.  In  all  timea  of 
scarcity  the  branches  will  iMue  only  such  bills  payable  at 
distant  points;  and  they  will  be  able  to  do  an  immense 
business,  drawing  their  specie  ft-om  the  State  banks  around 
them,  without  being  liable  to  be  caUed  on  at  any  time  for 
a  single  dollar.  Even  if  the  bills  above  fifty  dollars  wiU 
not  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  there  are  many  expe- 
dients leas  ^sreputable  and  equally  legal,  aa  that  of  the 
issue  of  the  drafts  or  checks,  by  which  tbe  bank  might 
throw  millions  of  small  bills  in  circulation,  and  evade  apede 
payments;  and.  afWr  what  we  have  seen,  it  will  notbe 
doubted  that  the  able  counsel  and  legal  adviaers  of  the 
bank  will  give  their  opinion  that  any  proceeding  of  tbe 
bank  is  le^  and  right,  since  such  proceeding  will  be 
but  "an  ordinary  linking  operationt"  Mid  because  it 
*<  will  facilitate  the  exchanges  of  the  fMMintiy,**  it  Will  be 
**  as  expedient  as  it  is  lawful!" 

It  is  a&ked  **How  is  the  revenue  to  be  colleetcd  througb 
d1  the  custom-houses,  the  land  ofScea,  ami  the  post  offices^ 
without  some  such  means  as  the  bank  affords  ^"  1  answer, 
ifthere  was  not  a  bank  in  the  country,  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lou-s  that  tliere  would  notbe  safe  places  of  depoMte  for  the 
public  money  at  every  point  where  money  is  receivable-  In 
'  many  places,  in  all  places  where  there  is  no  bank  or  branch 
'  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  State  banks  are  now  made 
places  of  deposite;  and  there  is  no  more  fear,  because 
there  ia  reaUy  no  more  risk  in  making  tbeae  State  banks 
places  of  deposite,  than  there  isof  the  Bankof  the  Unhed 
States  or  its  branches.  If  the  United  SUtes  Bank'  were 
stricken  out  of  existence,  for  the  privilege  of  these  de- 
posites  simply — besides  the  payment  of  two  to  four  per 
cent,  on  the  annual  average  of  these  depositee — tbe  State 
banks  would  give  bond,  with  ample  security,  to  the  Go* 
vemment,  to  do  all  that  the  United  Stated  Bank  now  per- 
forms, or  engages  to  perform,  viz.  collect  and  receive  for 
safe  keepingthe  pubbc  moneys;  pay  them  out  wherever  and 
whmever  called  ftu-;  transmit  the  fonds  to  any  part  of  the 
countryfree  of  charge;  transmit  them  to  for«gn  countries 
without  making  the  exorbitant  charge  that  naa  beeti  for 
years  past  paid  by  the  United  States;  equalize  the  cui^ 
rencyas  efltrctually  aatbe  United  States*  Bank  erer  did,  and 
much  more  etfecUially  than  the  United  Stat(;8*  Bank  will 
do  underthe  amended  bill  which  is  now  before  thtr  Senate. 
There  are  many  State  banks,  which  vrould  gladly  pay  the 
pennoners,  and  do  all  the  duties  formerly  done  by  ccwnufr 
sioners  of  loans,nmply  for  the  privilege  or  the  temp«H«ry  de- 
posite of  moftey  used  for  those  purposes  by  the  GorcmmenL 

I'o  perform  all  tiie  purposes  of  ctdlection,  distribution, 
and  safe  keeping  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
banking  iiistitutiuns  might  be  found  at  every  point,  wibcb 
would  guaranty,  each  for  die  otiier,  the  safety  of  those 
funds;  and,  inaddition  to  theseservice^  theie  buika  would 
pay  the  Oovemment  from  two  to  four  per  cent,  ajiaualljr 
un  the  average  deposites. 

Were  there  not  a  bank  of  diaeonnt  in  existence  in  tbe 
country — ^1  mean  a  bank  issuing  promissory  notes  or  bills, 
but  only  specie — the  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  more  safe  than  it  now  is.  The  beiiefitst/ 
the  specie  dcposItcs  between  the  time  the  money  is  re- 
ceived and  the  time  it  is  used,  would  be  abundantly  suffi* 
cieiit  to  compensate,  in  safe  hands,  for  all  the  expense  of 
paying  out  and  transmitting  funds.  Instead  vtt  a  foctitiaus 
basis — a  paper  foundation — we  should  then  liave  a  solid 
specie  founnution.  Instead  of  overtra^ng  on  a  system  uf 
artificial  credit,  which  explodes  as  certaiidy  and  aurcly  u 
it  progresses,  there  would  be  uniformity  aitd  safeQ*  in  tlie 
transaction  of  every  species  of  business.  Ifthere  were  at 
any  tim£  a  substitute  for  specie  as  a  circulating  medium,  it 
would  be  a  tangible,  responsible,  individual  credit — a  cre- 
dit which  would  be  idmust  as  sure  «■  no  intriiwe  qicde 
capital  itself. 
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Biit  we  *n.  not  to  expect  such  a  state  of  thin^.  There 
must  of  necessity  be  banks:  these  banks,  to  be  safe  and  sa- 
lutary cheeks  on  each  other,  should  be  local,  and  should 
be  reflated  by  the  several  State  Governments  within 
whose  eovereiffoty  they  are  located.  If  it  be  spitted 
that  the  State  Governmenta  liave  a  rifcht  to  create  banks, 
it  must  be  adimtted  that  the  Federal  OoTernment  has  not 
a  rif^t  to  destroy  those  banka.  In  what  condition  do  you 
place  State  banks  by  the  exclusive  privilege  which  is 
granted  by  the  bill  now  under  consideration?  You  create 
a  rival  institution,  exempt  from  all  taxation,  with  power 
to  evade  specie  payments,  with  an  implied  power  to  issue 
a  spurious  currency  payable  in  specie  a  thousand  miles 
from  the  place  of  issue,  wtuch  spurious  currency  is  made 
receivable  in  payment  any  where  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States.  This  rival  institution,  without  a  cent  of 
capital  of  its  own,  having  the  entire  funds  of  the  Govern- 
tnent  to  operate  upon,  could  and  would  annihilate  every 
SUte  bank  in  the  country.  A 'Senator,  [Mr.  Wxbbtxh,] 
the  other  day,  aware  of  the  fitct  that  the  grant  of  this  char- 
ter ultimately  involves  the  destruction  of  the  State  banks, 
contends  that  the  power  to  regulate  the  currency  nves 
the  privilege  of  bankiiufto  the  Federal  Government  wme. 
This  construction  of  the  constitution  is  quite  at  novel  as 
the  doctrine  of  the  same  Senator,  that  a  representation  by 
fractions  in  the  House  of  Representatires  is  the  only  con- 
stitutional representation. 

But,  say  its  advocates,  the  perpetuation  of  this  bank  is 
necessary  for  the  &vorable  effect  it  has  or  may  have, 
"either  generally  or  locally,  on  the  agriculture,  com- 
merce, u)d  manuuctiires  of  the  Union."  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted, with  the  ezeeption  of  that  portion  of  tiie  stock  of 
this  hank  which  is  purchased  or  owned  by  foreign  stock- 
botdera,  that  the  same  capital  is  in  the  country  if  this  insti- 
tution do  not,  as  if  it  do  exist.  The  only  advants^  which 
this  capital  will  possess  with  the  charter  over  what  it  would 
ttave  without  it,  will  be  in  the  issue  of  a  paper  currency;  and 
this  issue  of  paper  currency  must  be  enormous  ifthe  system 
of  spurious  orders  shall  be  substituted  for  specie-paying  pa- 

Eer  bills.  Thirty  millions  of  dollars,  without  a  specie  basu, 
are  been  aWady  loaned  to  the  Western  States  oj  theU  nit- 
ed  States' Bankt  aportionof  tbiBsumtscmmnonbank  bills, 
another  portion  is  paper  orders.  This  great  amount 
has  been  issued  just  long  enough  to  have  the  people  feel 
the  beneBts  of  the  introduction  of  so  much  capital — the  pay 
day  has  not  yet  come.  If  that  pay  day  is  protracted,  how 
long  can  those  who  have  hired  the  money  stand  the  pay. 
meiit  of  seven  per  cent.,  and  a  sixty  days'  renewal?  If 
any  circumstance-^f  the  lessenin|^  or  withdrawal  of  tlie 
pubfic  depnutes  AaU  compel  the  bank  to  draw  in  even 
one-half  itf  itm  vast  amoant,  how  Rumy  scenes  of  ruin  liiiu* 
lar  to  that  at  Cincmnati,  some  ten  years  ajro,  by  the  ope- 
rations of  the  same  bank,  must  be  repeated?  These  loans 
and  facilities,  now  so  sweet  in  the  mouths  of  those  who 
thmk  that  the  people  cannot  get  on  without  the  United 
SUtes'  Bank,  will  become  gall  and  wormwood  before  titey 
shall  be  fiitly  digested. 

The  expansion  Of  the  currency  by  the  United  States' 
Bank  is  already  beginning  to  be  felt  in  the  AUantic  Statest 
it  presses  on  the  trading  community  of  bur  prinapal 
lalaem,  producing  successivo  fiulures:  the  manubeturers 
feci  it  in  the  reduction  prices  and  the  reflux  of  their 
warest  the  growers  and  dealers  in  wool  feel  it  in  the  fall 
of  tiiat  article  t  and  the  advocates  of  the  American  ■ystem 
are  preparing  Co  charge  the  revulsion  to  the  contemplated 
repeal  of  the  tarUn 

The  late  Mr.  Huskiason,  that  enliglitened  md  nsefiil 
practice  statesman  and  poUtieal  econonust,  to  whom  the 
world  is  indebted  for  many  of  Iboae  auonswhkh  are  me- 
liorating the  condition  of  man,  says; 

*'  The  expanson  of  paper  current  leads  to  overtrad- 
ing, till  Dvertradii^  again  forces  a  contraction  of  the  eor- 
rei^— produoiiig  aHcraadom  of  extrafagaat  exdtemant 


and  fearful  depression — alternations  of  which  the  conse- 
quences are  dangerous  to  men  of  capital,  and  subveruve  to 
t  he  security  of  property,  on  which  the  prosperity  of  every 
trading  community  depends,  and  distreswi^  to  the  labor- 
ers who  depend  for  empk^menton  the  capital  of  the 
country." 

Not  only  has  the  United  States'  Bank,  for  some  cause 
best  known  to  those  who  direct  that  institution,  extended 
loans  on  its  own  capital  beyond  what  it  ought  to  have 
done,  but  it  has  made  use  of  the  funds  of  the  Government, 
to  the  extent  that  it  has  become  expedient  fbr  the  bank 
to  ask  a  delay  from  July  to  October  of  the  payment  of  se- 
veral millions  of  the  public  debt;  so  that  it  is  evident  tliat» 
far  from  being  able  to  extend  the  &cilities  of  trade,  it  must 
contract  them.  It  has  expanded  the  paper  currency,  and 
caused  tiiat  overtrading  which  must  force  a  contraction  of 
the  currency.  Ifthe  funds  of  the  Government  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  thus  used  by  the  bank  in  all  foture  time,  in- 
stead of  being  a  ble»ng  to  the  comrauni^,  the  bank  will 
be  a  curse. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  read  an  extract  from  an  able  wri- 
ter on  the  currency  and  the  Bank  of  England,  in  the  Bri- 
tish Monthly  Magasine  for  February  of  the  present  year. 
These  observations,  with  but  sli^t  exceptions,  apply  in 
full  force  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  show  wllat 
are  to  be  the  effects  which  this  institution,  placed,  as  it  wiD 
be,  beyond  tiie  reach  oflegislatiou  for  n«uly  twenty  yean 
more,  will  have  on  tiie  agriculture,  the  conunerce,  and 
manufiuitures  of  this  country. 

[Mr.  H.  here  read  a  pi^  or  two  from  tiie  work  reforred 
to.] 

The  Senators  from  Virginia  and  South  Can^na,  [Messrs. 
TaaawBu,  and  Haxax,]  on  Saturday,  seemed  to  be  sur- 
prised at  the  admission  of  tiie  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  tiiia  bill,  [Mr.  Di.LiJt.s,]  that  if  this  bank 
charter  should  not  be  prolonged  for  more  than  ten  year% 
it  might  become  necessary  that  the  bank  should  interfere 
in  the  elections.  Does  any  one  doubt  that  the  agents 
the  bank  have  made  use  of  tiie  money  power  of  the  bank 
to  influence  the  elections;  and  this,  too,  before  the  opi- 
nion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  reUti<m  to 
the  bank,  was  made  pubUc?  In  the  Urge  commercisl 
towns,  where  this  banc  had  to  encounter  a  vigorous  com- 
petition from  the  local  banks,  there  may  have  been  no  di- 
rect pohtical  preferences.  But  the  branch  bank,  located 
in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent 
was  made  a  party  ei^gine  previous  to  the  last  Prc^dent^ 
election— its  directors  were  ex^unvefy  of  me  political 
party— 4ts  &vors  were  dispensed  with  a  new  to  affect  that 
election;  and  it  was  the  principal  instrument  to  give,  in  the 
choice  of  electors  of  President  in  1828,  a  snnul  majori^ 
to  the.partyin  that  State  which  ever  unce  has  been  in  a 
minority.  Even  up  to  this  time«  that  bank  has  been  con- 
ducted, so  &r  as  circumstaaces  would  allow,  on  the  same 
principle,  and  with  tiie  same  view.  In  contemptuous  dis- 
regara^pubBc  opiiuoo,  the  mostobnoxious  political  par- 
tisans opposed  to  ae  administration  bare  been  cmitinued 
in  the  mrection  of  that  branch;  and  the  appcnntment  of  a 
new  board  direction  has  been  delayed  for  months,  in 
violation  of  one  provision  of  the  eliarter,  to  accommodate 
with  a  large  salary  an  officer  of  that  branch,  who  bad 
brought  down  upon  it  the  execrations  of  almost  the  whole 
cmnmunity,  until  he  ^ould  remove  into  another  State, 
where  he  could  find  a  preponderance  of  political  sentiment 
more  congenialwithhisownopimons.  The  last  selection, 
by  the  diKctors  of  tiie  mother  bank,  of  a  board  of  direo> 
torim  the  branch  in  New  HampdUre  could  have  been 
made  with  no  other  view  than  to  operate  thnnigfa  the  bank 
on  the  elections  in  that  State. 

One  individual  was  placed  conspicuous  in  that  boards 
who  had  nothing  in  the  Vforld  to  recommend  turn  but  the 
deipadation  of  prosecuting  a  nearapaper  fnend^  to  the 
admiittitrMian,  Mdeiqiiiguiown  haaawtttinfb  m  &>tt>nf 
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and  mgloriouaTy  retreating  from  his  own  wit,  and  of  re- 
sorting to  brute  force  in  makinr  a  cowardly  attack  on  a 
third  person  whom  he  supposed  had  been  instrumental  in 
demonstrKtinff  his  infamy.  To  «ich  a  man  is  (fiven  a  con- 
trol of  the  branch  in  New  Hampshire,  and  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Government  receivable  in  tliat  State — a  man 
who  has  rendered  himself  not  less  notorious  for  riotatiny 
the  laws  of  his  country,  than  for  bilingin  a  course  of  gross 
deception  to  procure  others  to  swear  to  his  innocence. 

The  prendent  of  the  Bank  oT  the  United  States,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  September, 
1829,  says:  "  The  public  opinion,  in  its  crude  Hate,  is  the 
most  dangerous  of  all  guides,"  and  that  *'  the  bank  cannot 
obey  it."  This  he  assigned  as  his  reason  for  disregarding 
the  remonstrances  and  petitions  which  were  laid  before 
him  b^  the  representatives  and  dtizens  of  New  Hamp- 
shire m  1829,  against  sundry  abuses  by  the  first  oiBcer  of 
tile  bnnch  in  that  Sute.  He  doubtleu  intends  that  jmb* 
Fie  opinion  in  New  HampAire  shall  be  punished  for  con- 
tumacy—that tlie  people  of  that  State,  weak  alone  against 
lus  power,  shall  be  made  to  feel  the  giant  monopoly;  and 
hence  he  appoints  to  the  direction  of  that  branch,  men  on 
whom  public  opinion  has  placed  the  seat  of  condeflknation, 
aqflsosttins  them  in  acts  which  public  opinion  pmoounces 
to  have  been  ut^ust  and  oppressive.  If  this  contempt 
for  public  opinion  dull  be  exhibited  while  public  opinion 
might  be  of  great  value  in  procuring  a  renewal  of  the 
bank,  what  may  not  be  anticipated  after  the  charter  shall 
be  fastened  upon  the  people  for  fifteen  years  more?  What 
Is  this  declaration  more  or  leas  than  the  agent,  the  deputy 
of  Baring  &  BroUters,  the  most  honorable  Miu^uii  of 
Hertford,  and  other  privileged  individuals  under  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  openly  setting  public  opinion  in  the 
United  States  of  America  at  defiance ! 

The  bank  has  had  a  major  part  of  the  newspapers,  and 
even  of  tiie  literary  periodical  works  of  the  countiy,  to 
advocate  its  cause:  on  one  side  of  the  political  question, 
there  has  not  been  a  solitary  newspaper  dissentmg  from 
the  bank.  The  bank  has  also  exercised  freely  Uie  means 
it  possessed  to  bring  over  to  its  side  powerfiil  newspapers 
which  had  been  opposed  to  it.  A  vast  preponderance  of 
the  newspaper  press  in  its  favor  was  not,  however,  enougli 
Jhr  the  biuik}  hundreds  of  thousands  of  extra  sheets  advo- 
cating Hi  cause  hare  been  circulated  by  the  bank  through- 
out the  country.  To  show  you,  sir,  that  the  bank  tsiden- 
^fied  with  a  party,  it  is  only  necessary  to  ssy  that,  as  far 
I  could  learii  in  my  own  State,  these  extra  publications  of 
the  bank,  circulated  from  Philadelphia,  have  been  sent  to 
precisely  the  sauie  hidividuala  as  received,  from  the  city 
of  Washington,  previous  to  the  last  Presidential  election. 
Chapman  Johnson's  Virginia  addresses,  and  other  pam- 

Ehlets  of  a  like  character.  Hie  list  in  both  cases  must  have 
eetr  the  same. 

Win  it  be  denied  that  tfiis  bank  has  attempted  to  exer- 
cise an  influence  on  public  opinion  aild  on  our  e|cctioi»? 
that  it  has  attempted  to  influence  the  public  presses  of  tiie 
country  by  extraordinary  loans  and  accommodations?  Can 
our  eyes  and  our  ears  deceive  us,  when  we  look  around 
oi  and  see  and  hear  the  parhr  which  identifies  itself  witit 
the  bank?   We  are  told  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 

Etr.  C11.T,]  if  this  is  a  party  question,  that  w«  **  must  look 
the  newspapers  and  the  detnagogues  who  have  sought 
to  make  this  a  political  instrument"  Very  true!  It  was 
not  until  after  ti^  convention  at  Baltimore  last  December, 
'that  the  petition  came  in  asking  ^r  the  recharter  of  the 
bank  this  sesuon.  -  Did  not  the  leaders  of  a  party  then 
give  the  bank  to  undersUnd  that  if  the  mountain  did  not 
come  to  ^  nd  of  Mahomet  before  Ae  next  Freudenttal 
election,  Hahomet  should  never  afterwards  go  to  the 
mountain?  Did  Hiey  not  say  to  the  bank,  if  you  will  not 
bring  the  influence  of  your  money,  tn^.luding  the  funds  of 
tiie  Gorernment,  to  bear  on  the  next  election,  you  need 
not  expect  any  thnig  fUrther  from  ui  after  that  tleetion? 


The  party  opposed  to  tlie  admini^rmtion  has  compelled 
the  bank  to  take  its  ground  at  this  time — the  "  newqia- 
pera**  and  the  *' demagogues"  of  the  partj-  make  this  bunk 
the  ground  of  opposition.  Out  of  doursit  is  avowed  that 
the  subject  is  now  forced  on  Congreaa,  principally  and 
mainly  that  the  Prendent  sliall  be  comprlled  either  to  ap- 
prove or  veto  the  new  clwrter— to  drive  him  into  a  dilem- 
ma in  which  he  must  act,  and  if  he  act  either  way  that  be 
will  make  more  enennea  than  he  can  secure  frienoi-  The 
friends  of  the  Presdent,  while  tliey  regret  that  diis  b 
really  a  party  question  exclunvely,  on  one  ride,  and  a  di- 
vided question  in  some  sections  <^  the  country,  on  the 
other,  nave  no  fears  for  the  result,  if  he  shall  do  what  they 
anticipate  he  will  do. 

Sir,  1  claim  no  merit  for  originality  when  1  say  this  is  a 
party  question  exclusively  on  one  ride;  I  have  higb  au- 
thori^  for  saying  this  was  a  par^  question  bo  long  ago  as 
the  year  1811.  The  gentleimn  from  Kentucky,  then  as 
now  a  momber  of  this  Senate,  totA  thatt  stand  agunst 
this  monopoly  for  wliich  the  country  was  l^iig  gnteful  to 
himt  he  then  felt  towards  the  United  States'  Bank  as 
those  who  are  opposed  to  it  now  feel.  If  he  is  disposed 
to  blame  us  for  our  opinions,  he  roust  blame  himselT  that 
he  was  our  instructor.  He  then  represented  the  institu- 
tion to  be  whatever  we  represent  it  to  be— engine  in 
the  hands  of  one  political  par^,  to  control  and  bear  down 
another  par^.  What  did  he  then  say?  In  answer  to  Mr. 
CrawfiMu,  who  said  that  ttiia  bank  "  had  been  made  a 
party  question,  although  the  law  incorp«mting  die  bnidc 
was  passed  prior  to  the  formation  of  patties"  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  then  sud: 

<*It  is  true  that  this  law  (the  Uw  incorporating  the 
bankywas  not  the  effect,  but  it  is  no  less  true  that  it  was 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  political  divisioiu  in  this  country. 
And  if,  during  the  agitation  of  the  present  question,  the 
renewal  has,  on  one  nde,  been  opposed  on  party  princi- 
ples, let  me  ask  if,  on  tlie  other,  it  baa  not  been  advocated 
on  similar  principles.  Where  is  the  Macedonian  phalanx 
—the  opposition  in  Congress?  I  believe,  sir,  1  ^lall  not 
incur  the  chaige  of  presumptuous  prophecy,  when  1  pre- 
dict that  we  shall  not  pick  up  from  its  ranlu  one  single 
straggler!  And  if,  on  this  occasion,  my  worthy  friend 
from  Georgia  has  gotie  over  into  the  camp  of  the  enenqr, 
is  it  kind  in  him  to  look  hack  upon  hia  former  fi-ienda,  and 
rebuke  them  for  the  fideUty  with  which  they  adhere  to 
their  old  principles'" 

Where  is  tiie  **  Macedonian  phalanx,*'  "  the  oppositian 
in  Congrew,"  now?  Can  "  one  ringle  straggler"  be  found 
opposed  to  tlie  bank?  If  any  frien<l  of  tJie  Senator  wjU 
sliow  one  shade  of  differeiKe  not  tendii^  to  make  tiie 
present  case  even  a  more  aggravated  par^  qucation  than 
it  was  then — if  he  will  show  the  *■  Macedonian  phalanx!* 
lesscmnpact,  less  detemuned,  less  cealoui,  tiwn  it  was  in 
1811,  then  ma3r,it  be  ujmittcd  that  it  is  ui^juat  to  quote 
him.  There  is,  indeed,  this  difl'erence  in  the  two  cases — 
in  1811  the  charter  expired,  and,  if  renewed  at  all,  it  was 
necessary  then  to  actt  m  the  present  case,  the  charter  does 
not  expire  for  four  years,  and  we  know  not  what  the  bank 
may  be  at  the  expiration  of  tfut  time.  In  the  cue  caae, 
the  charter  was  asked  for,  for  its  own  sakei  in  the  oth« 
case,  it  is  pressed  to  be  used  as  an  eo^ne  to  affect  a  pend- 
ing electitm.  In  the  one  ease,  the  people  bad  elected 
their  RepresenUtivcs  and  Senators  with  an  croecial  view 
to  the  object)  in  the  other,  the  people  are  taken  by  sur- 
prise— the  question  is  to  be  settled — the  door  is  to  be 
closed,  bcfure  they  are  consulted.  That  they  are  taken 
by  ttirprtse,  is  ouuiifirst  from  the  lai^agn  of  the  Senator 
hinoaelK  who,  in  a  apeeeb  at  Ciiionnati,  in  Augvi^  X93Qt 
is  rep<»ted  to  have  said; 

"Whether  the  charter  ought  to  h«  xeiwwedoi-  not, 
near  six  years  hence,  in  my  ju^ment  is  •  question  of 
ezpedieoi^  to  be  decided  by  the  tbm  »p^»g  state  of 
tti*  oouBtiy.  tt  wfll  be  neceHurni  tlwt  tine  to  look 
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cmrefully  to  the  condition  of  the  bank  and  of  the  Union; 
to  ascertain  Of  the  public  debt  in  the  mean  time  be  paid 
ofT)  what  effect  th«t  will  pntdiice,  what  will  then  be  our 
financial  condition,  wbut  that  of  the  local  banks,  the  Gtate 
of  our  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  as  well  as  tlie 
concerns  of  our  country  generally.  I  am  nut  therefore 
prepared  to  my  whether,  tlie  charter- onglit  or  ought  not 
to  be  renewed  on  the  expiration  of  its  present  term." 

If  the  honorable  Senator  haa  "gone  over  into  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,"  and,  asa  leader  of a  furlum  hope,  "Ifftiks 
back  upon  his  formtr  fnenda,"  to  rebuke  tliem  for  thtr 
*•  fideliiy  with  which  they  adhere  to  old  principles,"  will 
be  not  consent  to  wait  for  the  decision  of  the  great  ques- 
tion until  the  time  which  he  had  himself  designated  ?  Until 
the  public-  dtbt  shall  be  pud^  and  the  condition  of  the 
bank  wad  of  the  Union  shall  be  carefully  aacertuned? 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  tluit  all  of  us  have  the  same 
lights  on  the  subject  of  the  bank  as  that  Senator:  some  of 
us  are  more  inclined  to  be  guided  by  the  axioms  laid  down 
by  himself  in  1811,  than  to  follow  his  present  advice.  1 
cannot  read  the  whole  of  his  speech  against  the  banJ^on 
that  occasion,  although  I  confess  it  to  be  as  good  a  spRch 
against  the  present  bank  asany  that  can  now  be  made.  I  will 
quotea  few  detached  sentences  to  give  an  idea  of  the  whole. 

£Mr.  H.  here  read  nearly  ^  column  of  extracts  frmn  the 
q>eecli  referred  to.] 

It  is  said  there  is  a  vast  preponderance  of  tlie  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  continuing  this  charter,  {f  this  be  a 
fiict — if  there  be  no  fears  of  public  opinion,  why  prema- 
turely force  the  new  charter  upon  the  people  four  years 
before  the  time?  The  charter  will  be  equal  probably  to  a 
gift  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  to  the  present  stockliold- 
ers  with  tbe  bonus  as  it  stands.  Will  the  people  sanction 
that  act  of  their  Senators  and  Bepreaentativea  which  shall 
throw  away  this  immense  amount'  WM  the  several  8tat«i 
quietly  forego  their  right  of  taxation,  when  responuble 
capitaUsts  have  offered,  besides  a  bonus  of  one  pier  cent, 
annually  to  the  Fedend  Government,  another  bonus  of 
one  per  cent,  to  the  several  State  GoTernmenta  for  these 
exclusive  biwiking  privileges? 

Are  the  people  of  the  United  States  under  any  particular 
obligations  to  the  present  btockhulders— to  Barings  Bro- 
thers^ &Co.,  who  own  nearly  a  million  of  this  stock;  to 
the  most  honorable  the  Marquis  of  Hertford*  who  has  his 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  to  honorable  Hudson  Gurney, 
member  of  Parliament;  to  Sir  WilKam  Keppell,  Knight  of 
tlie  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  Bath;  to  L,ieutenant 
General  Sir  Marmaduke  Warren  Peacock;  to  Mrs.  Can- 
delaria  Bell;  to  X^y  Rosabella  Wilbon,  and  other  Britiidi 
lord*  and  ladie^  to  grant  tliem  exclusive  privileges?  On 
.  the  confession  of  tlieadvocates  of  this  bank*  tite  recharter 
of  the  bank,  tlie  instant  it  aliall  be  consummated,  will  raise 
the  value  of  the  stock  seventeen  and  a  half  milliora  of 
dollars.  This  will  be  eqnsl  to  a  gift  outright  to  Buring, 
Brothers,  k  Co.  of  $395,750;  to  the  Harqub  of  Hertford 
of  #50,150;  to  honorable  Hudson  Guniey  of  {25,000;  to 
Sir  Wilham  Ke|>pell  of  $36, 1 00;  to  Sir  UarmuLuke  War- 
ren Peacock  of  $25,000,  to  say  noUung  of  otlter  Briti^i 
•ulyects  holding  larger  and  Niudler  amounts  of  this  stock. 
Was  the  like  of  this  case  ever  before  known?  Did  an 
American  Le^sUture  ever  before  do  an  act  parallel  to 
that  wliich  bestows  on  foreigners,  individually,  such  large 
aumt^  not  only  without  consideration,  but  with  the  doc 
trine  openly  avowed  that  taxation  sliall  not  reach  this 
property?  Istliis  country  so  miserably  poor  and  destitute, 
that  capital  must  be  brought  here  and  kept  here  at  such 
an  enormous  premium  as  this?  On  the  subject  of  legis* 
lating  for  the  benefit  of  foreigners,  let  me  agun  recur  to 
the  speech  of  the  Senator,  [Mr.  Cljlt,]  from  which  I  have 
before  quoted.  Itistrue  tlwtforeigncrsdonot  nominally 
hold  so  large  a  proportion  of  tbe  stock  of  tbe  present  as 
they  held  of  the  old  bank;  yet  it  is  generally  admitted 
that  th^  are  tvalljr  the  airncr»  of  s  luger  amoont  than 


appears  !n  the  returns.  They  actually  own  a  greater 
amount  now  than  they  did  then.  What  was  then  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Senator? 

[Mr.  H-  here  read  a  number  of  passages  from  Mr. 
Clat'b  speech.] 

The  question  recurs — is  this  Government  under  any 
obligutinnb  to  the  present  stockholders  of  the  United 
States'  Bank?  Was  there  any  promise,  either  express  or  im< 
plied,  to  renew  the  charter  in  their  hands.^  If  so,  let  their 
advocates  point  to  the  chapter  and  verse  in  which  tliat 
promise  is  contained.  For  twenty  years  these  stockhold- 
ers had  privileges  which  no  other  corporation  possessed; 
the  grant  to  tnem  did  not  extend  beyond  the  term  of 
twenty  years.  The  first  grant  was  either  of  value  to 
them,  or  it  was  not.  If  valuable,  they  have  no  ri|fht  to 
ask  the  renewal  of  a  privilege  fi-om  which  other  citizens 
are  excluded:  if  of  no  value,  surely  the  Government  can 
be  under  no  obligations  to  continue  to  them  what  stuJl 
operate  to  tlieir  injuiy. 

I  have  before  me  a  pamphlet  bearing  date  at  Cincin< 
nati.  May,  1832,  which  says: 

"  Tlie  general  opinion  throughout  the  West  in  regard 
to  the  rechartering  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
not  expressed  in  the  various  memorials  prepared,  circu* 
lated)  and  sent  to  Congress  by  the  direct  influence  of  -tba 
bank.  The  debtfw  is  morally  the  aLive  of  the  creditor. 
A  fre'e  and  independent  expression  of  opinion  is  restrain- 
ed by  a  sense  of  fear.  If  a  merchant — ^the  apprehen- 
sion is  that  his  credit  will  be  stopped.  If  a  mectianic  or 
laborer — the  loss  of  employment  is  dreaded.  And  with 
either,  peibaps,  tbe  honest  support  of  a  &mily  is  involv- 
ed. These  facts  existing  among  us,  have  caused  the 
signing,  *  without  regurd  to  party,'  memorials  for  re- 
chartering  the  present  bank,  which  have  appeared  be- 
fore Congress." 

What  18  applied  by  the  Cincinnati  writer  to  individuals, 
and  individuals  of  that  place  have  been  under  severe 
thraldom  to  this  mammoth  institution,  may  be  applied  to 
every  small  local  bank  within  the  vortex  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  brandies.  I  confess  I  was  sur- 
prised when  petitions  were  presented  from  several  of  the 
State  banks  in  New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  rechartering 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  I  knew  there  was  a  poU- 
tical  e^trit  du  corps  operating  in  that  State  in  favor  of  the 
bank,  on  the  party  which  is  in  the  minority:  the  bank  had 
dune  mucli  for  tiie  part^,  and  it  was  natural  tliatthe  party 
should  du  something  lor  the  bank.  I  have  since  ascer- 
tained tliat  a  number  of  the  banks  whose  dii*ectors  favored 
tiie  tame  politic;^  party  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  btate^ 
in  utter  contumacy  to  the  agent  of  the  bank  whp  required 
it  of  them,  refused  to  sign  the  printed  petition  which  was 
forwarded  to  them.  hLv  not  these  refractory  directors 
expect  the  vengeance  of  tlie  mammoth  af^er  lie  alialt  be 
let  loose  to  trample  down  every  thing  before  him  for  fif- 
teen years  mure?  These  small  banks,  if  they  shall  come 
within  his  reach,  would  be  but  a  mouthful  to  bis  maw. 
The  solvent  and  independent  banks  wliich  have  resisted 
his  mandate,  can>  however,  ^ut  up  their  banking  houses, 
and  place  their  capital  in  some  other  business,  layings 
themselves  under  no  utiier  pains  and  penalties  to  this  in- 
stitution than  such  as  all  capital  in  other  employments  shall 
be  subject  to. 

I  was  surprised  to  tee  some  of  tiie  banks  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth — not  tlie  old  Union  bank,  for  that  is  an  owner 
of  United  States'  Bank  stock,  but  other  banks  in  that 
town — petitioning  to  renew  this  charter;  to  see  Forts- 
mouth,  which  alrauiy  been  bled  to  depiction  by  this  Doc- 
tor Sangrado,  again  holding  out  her  arm  to  the  empiric. 
That  town  and  its  vicinity  has  suffered  severely  from  the 
branch  which  the  good  mother  at  Philadelphia  had  sent 
her.  1  hope  again  to  see  her  rise  invigorated  from  the 
ruin  which  had  been  spread  around  her.  Sl^e  liad  plen^ 
of  hanking  capital  for  all  her  buMoesib  widiout  aio  from 
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the  United  SUtrs*  Bmik.  The  bank  sent  an  addition*!  cit- 
piUl  of  aome  three  hundred  thousand  dollars:  this  made 
more  monry  tliati  was  neces^ry  for  ordinnry  business.  At 
first  t)ic  United  States'  Bunk  offert-d  to  loan  nn  libera) 
principles.  The  tariff  of  1834,  antl  the  flush  of  inone>, 
threw  out  an  inducement  to  every  man  who  had  eiiher 
money  or  credit  to  embark  in  m«nufiu;(uring  eatablish- 
tneiits:  property  was  to  be  made  hand  over  hand.  The 
manufacturing  mania  was  at  its  highest  point  Some  men 
at  Portsmouth  tfwk  shares  in  the  great  establishments  at 
Dover,  Somersworth,  Etc.;  others  undertook  to  buildup 
and  manage  smaller  eBiabl.shmenta  in  other  places.  In- 
vestments also  were  made  in  other  business.  Several  in- 
vested not  only  all  their  own  moneyt  but  all  their  credit 
could  procure  from  the  banks.  The  branch  bank  loaned 
money  liberally,  having,  besides  its  own  capital,  the  be- 
nefit of  the  public  dt-pusiteH,  with  the  understanding  that 
those  who  took  the  money  might  have  their  notes  renew- 
ed till  sufficient  time  sliould  elapse  to  enable  them  to  real- 
ize tlieir  fortunes  from  tnse  in  tlie  factory  stock,  or  profits 
from  the  dividends.  The  manufacturing  bubble  burst  in 
1827.  'S,  and  '9:  tlie  holders  of  manufacturing  stock  held 
on  asloiw  as  they  could — till  nearly  the  whole  was  sacri- 
ficed. The  branch  hank  took  wlut  was  pledged  as  colla- 
teral  security,  and  came  out  itself  from  this  speculation 
with  a  dead  loss  of  70,000  to  100,000  dollars.  The  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  only  cause  of  these  fitilures  was  the  ex- 
pansion of  credit,  and  the  facilities  to  obtun  money  which 
were  thrown  upon  the  traiUng  community  by  the  bank, 
and  the  bank  calling  fur  payment  at  a 'time  when  tiie 
money  could  not  be  had*  thus  rendering  the  price  of  real 
estate  merely  nominal,  and  of  Karcely  no  value  in  the 
payment  of  debts. 

The  farmers  and  country  traders  who  had  been  induced 
to  make  loans  at  this  branch  on  better  terms,  as  they  stip- 

Eosed,  than  could  be  had  at  the  local  banks,  fared  tittle 
etter  from  the  treatment  of  this  branch.  Loans  were  of- 
fered them,  the  least  favorable  terms  of  which  were  a 
renewal,  every  four  months,  with  payment  of  instalments 
of  ten  per  cent.  The  underytamling  was  that  these  terms 
diouldnot  be  changed.  At  a  time  of  the  greatest  scarcity, 
the  president  issued  his  circular  to  the  debtors  of  th« 
branch,  requiringai-enewalofthe  notes  every  two  montha, 
and  the  payment  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  original  sum 
at  each  renewd.  From  50,000  to  100,000  dollars  in  spe- 
cie, drawn  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  was  transmitted 
for  safe  keeping  to  the  fiienda  of  tlie  manager  of  tlie  bank, 
who  wanted  mtmey  at  the  capital  of  a  neiriibcning  State. 
This  withdrawal*  at  that  time,  contributed  to  accelerate 
the  absolute  ruin  of  many  persons  who  were  possessed  of 
property  enough,  if  tinte  had  been  given  them,  to  dis- 
charge all  their  debts,  and  have  a  moderate  capital  left. 
The  effects  of  these  speculations  were  likewise  felt  in  the 
ruin  of  men  of  moderate  property  in  the  interior,  whose 
estates  were  sacrificed  at  the  sheriff's  nlea  for  one>third 
or  oite>foiirth  of  their  value. 

Since  that  time,  and  so  long  as  the  head  remained  who 
maltreated  the  citizens,  the  branch  bank  at  Portsmouth 
was  scarcely  able  to  do  sufficient  business,  with  all  its  ca- 
pital and  depotiitcs,  to  pay  its  own  expensea:  and  some  of 
the  principal  busineas  men,  to  this  cUy,  draw  their  pro- 
mi*aory  notes  payable  at  any  bank  at  Portsmouth,  except- 
ing the  branch  of  the  United  States'  Bank. 

These  facts,  in  themselves  of  small  consequence  to 
those  whoare  in  the  habit  of  doing  busineas  by  tens  and 
hundreds  of  thousands,  will  serve  to  illustrate  what,  by 
possibility,  may  be  the  &te  of  those  at  the  South  and  Wes^ 
who  have  recently  been  so  liberally  accommodated  with 
loans  by  the  United  States'  Bank.  Should  they  be  called 
on  suddenly  to  pay  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  the  call 
will  he  made  at  no  time  so  likely  as  when  there  is  a  scar- 
city of  fand^  their  situation  may  be  no  better  than  that 
oTthoie  I  hare  desci^icd. 


Congress  has  been  in  sesMOn  rix  months)  and  never,  I 
believe,  has  there  been  a  Congress  of  six  monttis  whidi 
has  cut  out  so  mvich  work  and  done  so  little.  We  tute 
passed  beyond  the  usual  time  of  adjournment— we  hive 
perhaps  done  some  tiling^  which  we  ought  not  to  hm 
done,  and  we  have  left  undone  other  thir^  which  ve 
ought  to  have  done:  nay,  some  pressitw  subjects  are  be- 
ftH%  us,  involving  the  highest  welfare  of  the  whole  people, 
and  perliapa  the  existence  of  the  Union  itself.  Why  m 
theae  aubjects  made  to  give  way  to  that  which  ia  mw  be- 
fore ua?  Why  la  the  recliarter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uniled 
States,  which  has  four  yeara  yet  to  run,  and  six  ytm  to 
wind  up  its  affairs,  pressed  upon  us  with  so  much  ptni- 
nactty.) 

On  the  subject  of  renewing  the  charter  of  tibe  ban^  tke 
people  are  altogether  taken  by  surprise.  When  the  tiec. 
tions  of  those  compo^ng  the  present  Cong;reas  took  plic^ 
there  was  no  expectation  by  the  people  tlwt  this  Cangna 
would  act  on  this  subject.  And  what  right,  I  would  si, 
have  we  to  legislate  fur  those  Vho  are  to  come  after  ot'  If 
tluM^gislature  of  a  State  were  now  to  elect  a  person  ta 
fil^ie  place  of  any  Senator  whose  term  of  service  eipira 
four  years  hence,  would  not  sueh  an  net  be  jusUy  rejud- 
cd  aa'an  act  of  usurpation?  **  Suffident-fur  the  dayistlK 
evil  thereof:**  and  if  we  must  have  fastened  upon  Urn 
(jovernment  an  irresponsible  institution,  contro)iin|  not 
only  the  whole  currency  of  the  country,  but  contr«liw 
the  purse  of  the  Government — if  we  must  be  bound  huM 
and  foot  hereafter,  as  we  are  now  bound  by  this  bank- 
let  us  put  on  the  chains  when  the  day  artd  hour  arrivti: 
until  that  time,  let  ua  burden  the  people  with  no  nwre 
tiian  one  set  of  manacka. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  took  the  floor  in  oppontion  to  the 
bill.  He  stated  what  were  the  motives  which  induced 
him  to  move  his  resolution  last  sesnon,  on  the  subject  of 
the  bank.  He  expressed  the  annety  he  Itad  felt  to  brinj 
the  public  mind  to  bear  on  the  subject;  for  he  did  not 
speak  with  a  view  to  change  the  opinions  of  any  Senator, 
but  merely  to  go  abroad  to  the  people.  He  ocpecttdtbt 
the  peoftle  would  come  forward,  in  case  this  biH  ihould 
pass,  to  instruct  their  repreaentatives  to  adopt  a  ^(Tmrt 
course.  If  that  instruction  should,  however,  be  to  con- 
firm what  the  Senate  were  about  to  do^  he  *outd  field 
his  place  to  another.  Mr.  B.  here  gave  my  for  tbe  hmk 
tion,  and 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  Senate  now  adjourn. 

The CHAIB  decided  that  the  yeaa  had  it,  butarecnnt 
was  demandedi  ami  tlie  yeas  and  najra  being  denandni 
the  question  was  taken,  and  dedded  as  ft^ws: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  thiBef, 
Ellis,  Grundy,  Hayne.  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Ki«.)ltt- 
gum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Smith,  Sprague,  Taiewell,  Trwp, 
White.~19. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  0*J- 
ton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fretinghuysen,  Holmeii  J(*«" 
ston.  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Pmtiis,  Robbing 
Rugbies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Tipton,  TdmhnsoiH  Wafp- 
man,  Webster,  Wlkins.— 34. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  resumed  his  observations,  rtatiif 
that  he  had  prepared  himself  for  tius  result,  by  g»ng  out, 
and  taking  a  slii^ht  dinner.  He  proceeded  to  oppose  tbe 
renewal  of  the  charter. 

After  Mr.  B.  had  spoken  three-quarters  of  an  boVi  ht 
gave  way  for  a  motion  for  ai^eurnmenti  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

SatvbdaY,  Jmn  9. 
PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIER. 
Mr.  TIPTON,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  given  hj 
him  on  Friday,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  lu- 
thoriae  the  PrcMdeut  of  tbe  United  States  to  laiie  fi» 
CfMnpanies  of  rangert  finr  the  iM<oteGlion  of  the  K«t"- 
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western  frontier  of  the  United  Statei.  He  said,  I  am  fully 
aware,  iir,  that  the  Senate  has  no  de«re  to  fisten  to  dis- 
cntrion  upon  any  aubjecti  nor  would  1  now  obtrude  my- 
self upon  their  notice,  were  it  not  for  the  deep  interest  I 
feel  in  the  passa^  of  the  bill  I  have  had  the  honor  to  in- 
troduce. But  it  wonld  be  criminal  in  me  to  keep  my  seat 
in  silence  when  the  property  and  the  lives  of  thoiie  whom 
I  hare  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  on  this  floor  are  in 
jeopardy. 

The  bin  proposes  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  five  hundred  mounted  riflemen  to 
protect  the  Northwestern  frontier — this  description  of 
troops  being  better  suited  to  a  border  warfare  than  any 
other. 

The  measure  is  proposed  as  well  to  protect  those  of  the 
Indians  who  wisli  to  remain  friendly,  as  to  defend  the 
whites,  and  to  cliastise  the  hostile  bands  of  those  sava^ 
who  hover  on  our  borders,  ready  to  strike  a  blow  when- 
ever the  opportunity  may  offer. 

It  may  be  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  we  have  al- 
ready an  anny  to  protect  us.  It  is  trire,  sir,  we  have  sn 
army  of  four  thousand  men:  one-fourth  of  this  force  is 
stationed  on  the  seaboard,  and  the  remainder  occupy  the 
numerous  garrisons  from  Mtiine  to  Arkansas.  We  cannot 
collect  them,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  at  a  pfiven  point,  in 
any  reasonable  time.  No  man  can  have  greater  confidence 
in  the  skill  and  couiage  of  our  trm^  than  I  have— none 
wotikl  confide  more  implicitly  in  their  ability  to  defend  us 
aguinst  an  invading  foe,  were  that  foe  a  civilizeil  one.  But 
the  service  of  which  I  speak  requires  the  description  of 
troops  tliat  I  now  propose.  The  Indian  is  here  lo-day  and 
^ne  to-morrow;  ana  the  only  trace  of  his  presence  is 
misery,  bloodshed,  and  tears.  If  you  call  upon  your  army 
to  protect  us,  before  they  arrire  at  their  destined  ptMnC 
the  enemy  has  disappeared. 

But  it  may  be  asket^  why  not  mount  a  part  of  the  army, 
under  the  conduct  of  their  own  officers)  Sir,  there  are 
two  reasons:  the  officers  of  the  army  are,  for  the  most 
part,  unacquainted  with  the  country,  and  with  the  habits 
and  mo«Ie  of  warfare  of  the  enemy.  They  are  many  of 
them  young  men,  scqiia'nted  with  the  theory  but  n«>t  with 
tlie  practice  of  war.  .  This  service  requires  practical  men, 
acquainted  with  the  Indians  and  (heir  habits.  It  requires 
men  who,  like  our  Western  hunters,  have  been  raised 
with  the  rifle  in  their  hand;  wlio  ride  through  the  immense 
Airests  of  our  country  with  as  much  ease  as  others  upon  a 
plain  and  level  road;  who  shoot  with  an  unerring  and  cer- 
tain aim;  and  who  are,  in  every  respect,  eminently  quali- 
fied fur  the  duty  proposed  by  this  bill. 
if  The  inhabitantH  of  the  frontier  would  have  more  confi- 
dence in  bring  defended  by  their  fathers,  husbands,  and 
brother^  many  of  whom  are  experienced  in  this  kind  of 
varfiuto,  and  who  are  emphatically  of  thenwelvL-s,  than  by 
comparative  rtrangtrs.  Would  you  shorten  tliis  war  that 
is  now  raging  on  our  frontier,  raise  this  troup.  Five  hun- 
dred men,  led  by  an  oflicvr  suited  to  this  servicf,  are  suffi- 
cient, after  the  first  stniggle  shall  have  been  dec  ded,  to 
march  througli  the  Indian  country  from  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  UiBsisuppi. 

To  discomfit  the  Indians,  you  must  make  rapid  marches, 
carry  tiie  war  into  the  heart  of  their  countty,  and  corapt- 1 
them  to  seek  shelter  for  their  women  and  children  in  the 
Bwamps  and  marshes.  Large  bodies  move  sluwiv.  A 
portion  of  your  army  is  now  on  Rock  river.  Of  their 
movements  nothing  has  been  beard  for  some  days.  Tlie 
Indians  are  breaking  up  the  acttltmeiits,  and  driving  in 
the  inhabitants  sotith  of  them,  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Galena,  in  the  north.  Move  your  army  soutli,  and  tlie 
Indians  fly  befbre  them,  and  murder  at  other  points,  un- 
less our  miCtia  defend  the  frontier. 

On  the  score  uf  econooiy,  it  is  better  and  cheaper  to 
raise  the  troop  proposed,  than  to  attempt  to  defend  the 
frontier  with  nutia.   One  pay  fag  tlua  battaUoo 


will  not  amount  to  300,000  dollars,  while  more  than  that 
sum  has  already  been  appropriated  for  tlus  summer's  cam- 
paign alone,  and  will  probably  be  insiiffident  to  meet  the 
object.  If  you  wish,  after  the  present  war  is  ended,  to 
preserve  a  permanent  peace,  it  will  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessai^'  to  keep  up  an  armed  force,  continually  patrolling 
upon  the  border,  to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of  the  malice 
of  the  savage  irritated  by  defeat,  and  awaiting  only  an 
opportunity  to  wreak  bis  revenge.  Indeed,  until  some 
change  is  made  in  our  Indian  relations,  we  will  be  obliged 
to  support  a  military  ft}rce  in  the  neighborhood.  And  of 
all  kinds  this  Is  the  moat  adapted  to  the  duty  required  of 
it.  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  believe  that  the  Senate  will 
cotmt  and  compare  the  value  of  a  few  dollars  with  the 
lives  of  their  own  citizens.  Remember,  sir,  I  ask  your 
aid,  whilst  the  blood  of  our  women,  and  the  blood  of  our 
infants,  isscarcely  yet  cold  upon  the  ground.  In  the  midst 
of  our  danger  and  distress,  we  make  this  appeal  to  the 
liberality  and  justice  of  Cungrcai,  and  I  do  it  in  the  fullest 
confidence  tliat  we  will  not  oe  denied. 

Sir,  were  tlie  Union  invaded,  who  more  willing  to  rush 
to  the  point  of  danger,  than  the  men  of  the  West  ?  They 
liave  poured  out  their  bluod  like  watert  and  will  you  not 
now  afford  themthe  aid  they  ask'  Furnish  us  but  the  means, 
and  my  life  for  it,  sir,  my  constituents  are  fully  able  to 
meet  any  emergency,  and  to  brave  any  danger.  But 
you  must  let  us  fight  under  our  own  officer^  and  in  our 
own  way. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

ALEXANDRIA  AQUEDUCT. 

On  motion  <^  llr.  CHAMBERS,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alexan- 
dria Canal  Company.  Mr.  C.  made  some  explanadon  as 
to  the  situation  of  Alexandria,  and  lier  strong  claims  on 
the  attentifm  and  liberality  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SMITH  thought  the  aqueduct  asked  ftv  by  Alex- 
andria should  be  accompanied  by  a  free  bridgct  and  that 
this  should  be  a  substitute  for  the  long  bridffe.  He  main- 
tained-that  the  rig^t  of  General  Mason  to  m  ferry  ought 
not  to  bi  viiibted  witlioiit  compensation.  Mr.  S.  moved 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  increa^ng  tlie  appropriation  to 
130,000  dolUrs,  btkI  by  inserting  a  provmon  reserrin; 
space  for  anil  erecting  a  free  bri(%e. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  General  Mason  would  of 
course  be  indemnified,  but  objected  to  couple  this  matter 
with  the  Alexandria  bill. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  objected  to  any  amendment  at  this 
sUge  of  the  session,  but  expressed  a  disposition  to  give 
every  attention  to  Georgetown  at  a  proper  time. 

The  bill  and  amendment  were  then  laid  on  the  table 
till  Monday,  and  the  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  ^ 
printed. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
itcribera  to  the  Bank  uf  tlie  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  rcsumt-d  the  remarks,  in  opposition  to 
the  engriMsmeiit  of  the  bill,  which  he  commenced  on  the 
preceding  day.  He  stated  tlwt  the  estalilishment  of  the 
United  Slates^  Bank  had  been  followed  by  injurious  conse- 
quences to  the  South  and  tiie  West;  and  to  prove  tliis,  he 
adverted  to  the  instructions  issued  by  the  bank  to  the 
branches  of  the  South  and  the  Wrst.  He  quoted  the  lan- 
guage of  a  distinguished  statesman,  that  Uie  year  1816 
would  constitute  an  era,  that  it  was  the  most  disastrous 
period  in  our  history,  as  it  lud  given  birth  to  ttloite  twin 
monsters,  the  bank  and  an  ultra  tariff.  He  considered  the 
bank  and  tsrifr  as  one  and  indissnluble;  and  held  that  the 
death  warrant  of  the  South  aial  West  had  isnwed  fnim  the 
institution  when  the  circular  instructions  were  aeiitabrond. 
U*  disracteriied  the  board  of  dircetora  u  a  eeirtnd  poweiv 

Digitized  by  Google 


1071 


GALES     SEATDN'S  REGIBT^ 


107S 


Tie  Pennon  IdM.—DutUt  on  ImpoHt. 


[Jvn  11, 1831. 


»ctingftnddecidinjin!iecret,»nd  whotedecWoitBwereonly 
known  by  tlieir  diftslrouB  opemion  on  the  commiinity. 

He  contended  tiitt  the  public  depositei  in  the  United 
Statei'  Bank  would  by  October  next  amount  to  twenty 
millions,  and  that  all  the  statements  made«9to  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  public  depoaites  were  fiillacioiia.  The  hos- 
tility of  the  bank  to  the  rapid  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
he  said,  was  evidenceil  by  its  course  in  the  South  and  the 
West;  and  its  enmity  to  an  Tidministimtion  which  was  se- 
dulously applying-  itself  to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  was 
equally  apparent.  The  onler*  of  the  bank  to  change  the 
loans  in  the  South  and  West  into  domestic  bills  of  ex- 
change, he  considered  to  be  «iffident  pnxif  of  this  en- 
mity. Tiiis  mode  of  coercing  the  debtors  of  the  bank,  he 
ascribed  to  a  desire  to  exact  usurioui  interest.  He  charg- 
ed the  bank  with  adopting  the  arislocratlcal  and  opprcawve 
practices  of  the  Bank  of  England;  and  was  desirous  that 
Cnngress  should  wait  three  or  fiiur  years  longer  before 
thev  renewed  the  charter,  in  order  to  see  how  Uiese  pmc- 
ticM  would  result.  He  sUled  that  a  pilgrimage  to  Phila- 
delphia to  raise  money  was  just  as  common,  and  just  as 
nece«ary  to  obtain  capital,  as  a  pilfrrimage  to  Mecca  was 
to  save  the  soul  of  a  Mahometan.  He  wished  that,  if  the 
country  was  to  have  a  bank,  it  would  be  an  independent 
one.  He  thought  the  West  ought  to  be  freed  from  the 
pressure  of  an  mstitiition  which  bore  it  down  to  the  earth, 
for  the  purpose  of  enriching  another  section  of  the  Union. 
Hecdied  on  all  who  had  been  at  New  Orlenns,  and  all 
who  dianfc  tlie  waters  of  the  West,  to  step  forward  awl 
resctie  New  Orleans  from  the  grasp  of  a  foreign  Power, 
which  was  ^out  to  plunge  her  into  ruin. 

[In  the  course  of  the  i-emarks  of  Mr.  Bsstos,  a  message 
was  received  from  the  House  of  B«rpPc»entaUves.  commu- 
nioalii^  an  amendment  made  to  the  bill  from  the  Senute 
to  substitute  mounted  Tolunteers  for  infantry  on  tlie 
Kortbwestem  frontier.  Tlie  amendment  strikes  out  tlie 
original  bill,  and  authorises  the  Prea-dent  to  raise  any  num- 
ber of  mounted  volunteer^  not  to  exceed  1,100  men,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  ameiidmeut;  when 

Mr.  CLAY  remarked  that  it  was  certainly  an  extraor 
dinaiy  circiimstaiice,  that,  in  the  present  stale  of  our  Nc-rth 
western  fmntier,  tliere  had  been  no  movement  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive;  but  that  the  Senate  obtsineil  all  the  in- 
formation it  hwl  on  the  subject  from  a  member  rising  here, 
mkI  another  member  rinng  tliere,  in  his  pUce. 

The  message  was,  ou  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTEB,  laid 
on  the  table.] 

Mr.  GKUNDY  then  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bank  bill;  and. 

The  question  being  Uk«n  thereoi^  it  was  decided  as 
follows: 

TEAS.— Heam.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dsckcrann, 
Dudley,  Ellis  ForsyOi,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 

Whlir.— 20. 

NAVS.—Measps.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Uitllas  Ewing,  Foot,  Fri?llnghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Spnigue,  Tipton,  Tonilinion,  Wugg^man, 
Webster,  Wilkins.— 34. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  engroMcnent  of  the  bdl 
for  a  tliird  reading,  and  decided  in  the  afBrmativc,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelingliuysen,  Hendricks 
Holmts,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudaiii,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Ilobinson.  Silsbte,  SniitTi,  Spragiie,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkius. — 25.  ' 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benliin,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickersan, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  H  It,  Kane,  K:ng, 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Taxewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White.~SO. 


IfenAT,  Jvn  11.  . 
THE  PENSION  LAW. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  joint  resdation 
offered  by  Mr.  Wilkixb,  to  transfer  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  the  duties  imposed  by  the  pension  bill  on  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treastiry,  was  taken  up  for  cons.deration. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  then  adverted  to  the  practce  of  the 
department  to  put  the  most  rigid,  constructions  oq  the 
penidoii  laws,  and  tint  these  constnictions  are  tonwvrhit 
umilar  to  those  which  are  upon  the  laws  in  fiivor  of  criiiD- 
niils  in  cases  which  are  highly  penal.  Be  suted  tluutlie 
bill  which  had  lately  passed  was  a  supplement  to  the  ut 
of  1818,  which  pi'ovicled  lor  Certain  officers,  &c.  ipeci- 
6od;  but  that  the  supplementjirj-  bill  had  omitted  tu  id- 
elude  within  its  provisions  all  the  oificers  belongingtotbe 
hospital  department  and  on  the  medical  slafT.  Uc  slated, 
further,  tiiat  oikc  of  his  colleagues  tn  the  other  Houst  bad 
usaiircil  him  that,  under  Uie  ngid  practice  of  the  ricpnt- 
menl.  th.s  class  of  officei-s  would  be  considered  u  M 
entitled  totbe  benefit  of  the  law-  He  (iMTefiiTe  propssed 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a  clause  to  the  foUoff. 
ig  efflict: 

•<  And  tliat,  in  the  execution  gf  the  said  act,  all  ofScen 
in  the  hospital  department  and  on  the  medical  klaffbc 
considered  an  being  as  fully  within  the  meaning  vfVutmi 
act,  as  of  otKccr*  of  the  hue." 

Mri  WILKINS  requested  the  reacting  of  a  paperid- 
dressedtu  tlie  chairniau  of  the  Comtnittee  on  Pcnuumbf 
the  ch.ef  clerk  of  the  Pension  Office,  exhibiting  ilie  ia- 
coivveiiience  winch  resuhed  from  the  petitions  betag  filed 
in  ohe  deiwrtment,  and  the  papers  in  anutlier. 

Mr.  FUO T  i>aid  a  fcw  worda  agunst  ttie  change,  ind 
corrected  the  statement  that  this  new  bill  was  a  liuppt^ 
ment  to  the  act  of  181B.  U  was  a  supplement  tu  tlie  h* 
uf  1B28.  He  moved  s  substitute  to  tjie  amendment  pro- 
posed, directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  permit 
the  Withdcawal  of  the  papers  of  petitioners. 

Atler  souie  f^w  wuriU  in  explanation,  Mr.  IIANGCM 
moved  toconimit  the  reuolutiou  to  the  CommitteecB  Fei> 
dions,  which  was  negatived— yeas  14. 

Some  conversation  then  touk  place  on  a  BU^estion  In* 
Mr.  FOBsVTHto  takeaway  from  the  amendmeat the 
authority  for  tlie  appLcanU  tliemselvci  to  wilhdnw  tbar 
papers.  , 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Foot  was  ne|;atiTedj  ttat  it 
iMr.  CHANBiasi^reed  toiandthe  resolution  ordered  to  I 
third  reading. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPOHTS. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  OICKERSON,  the  Senate  took  m 
the  bill  to  repeal  in  part  the  duties  on  imports— yesi31» 
nays  16. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  then  stated  that  his  object  wu  » 
offer  SH  amtriidment  to  the  bill,  and  to  move  for  the  pnrt- 
mg  of  that  amewlment,  and  then  to  hiy  the  bill  >pin« 
tlietuble,  until  the-J-euatt- should  be  disposed  to  tike  it  up. 
He  tlieii  moved  to  Strike  out  all  ihr  first  section  oftbe Mi 
ufier  the  word  "cocoa,"  and  to  insert  a  new  dasnfiest* 
of  articles,  which  lie  sent  to  the  Chwr.         .     , v, 

The  amendment  having  been  read,  was  ordered  to  » 
printed. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  tlien  said  that  he  had  been  *>PP^ 
to  taking  up  the  bill  at  this  time,  becatiae  he  had  vom 
to  offer  an  amendment  which  he  hart  been  for  some  v»t 
preparirig,  and  which  he  wislied toofler,  tobe  seiittoW 
printing  shop,  to  the  Senate,  to  the  wiirW, 
else.  All  tiiat  he  had  aa  yet  bevn  able  to  accompwi,  vu 
to  prepare  a  rough  draught  of  ft  bill,  which 
bit  the  principles  which  he  thought  should  be  sdopici « 
Older  to  fix  the  revenue  of  the  country  on  ■  ""^l?" 
which  he  deemed  it  to  be  practicable  to  place  it  i « 
principles  niiglit,  in  the  fin*  place,  be  'JW™""^^  Z 
Senate  might  afterwwrd*  go  into  the  eoowlmlW""' 
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detwlc  If  the  Senate  duMild  decide  that  the  piinuplea 
of  his  bill  were  correct  they  would  then  proceed  to  con- 
eider  the  detub  which  be  diould  be  prepired  at  a  proper 
time  to  offer.  SbouM  the  principles  presented  by  hit  bill 
be  repudiated  by  the  Senate,  there  would  be  no  neceaaity 
for  tou^in;  the  delaila.  He  atated  that  he  was  ( 
in  the  preparation  of  ■ome  schedules  mibradnp  tfie'de* 
tails  of  the  bill. 

The  propoation  was  tiien  received  informally  in  the 
•hspe  Mm  amendnent  to  the  amemlnient 

Mr.  CLAT  expressed  his  hope  that  the  pronoution 
would  be  reeeired  by  the  Senate.  He  was  g'lad  to  find 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  devoted  a  portim 
of  his  time  to  this  employment.  He  hc^ied  the  gentleman 
would  proceed  in  bis  work,  prepare  hia  schedules*  and 
fumisb  them  to  the  Senate,  that  they  mirht  be  printed, 
and,  at  a  pnqier  time,  receive  the  consueration  of  the 
Senate.  He  would  remin  from  any  obaemtiona»  at  this 
timci  on  the  subject  of  the  prinaples  of  the  bill.  He 
dwuld  be  pleased,  however,  to  see,  in  an  autiientic  and 
rcmowdble  form,  the  viem  ttf  every  individual  Senator, 
■no,  were  it  posnble,  of  every  member  of  the  House  of 
llepreaentatives,  in  order  that  the  whole  might  be  conri- 
dered  tt^ther,  and  that  the  good  mig^  be  extracted, 
and  incorporated  into  a  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  that  it  would  be  understood 
that  tiie  sehedidea  io  prepaiatimi  were  also  to  be  printed, 
as  they  might  be  furnished  by  the  gentleman  aom  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  be  so  understood. 
Theanendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed;  and 
the  bill  was  then  bud  on  the  table. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  bin  to  modinr  and  eontinne  the  act  to  htcorponAe 
the  mbseribert  to  toe  Bank«FtlM  United  States  wu  rend 
a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  for  the  yeas  Hid  nays  on  ti^ 
question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HANGUH  then  spoke  briefly  in  expowtion  of  the 
reasons  which  would  cmnpcl  him  to  vote  afslnst  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  dedded  a»  fbllowa: 

VEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  P<nndexter,  Prent>a% 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Rugg^es,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wi^gaman,  Webster,  Wil- 
kins.— 38. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  EUis,  Forsyth,  Gruiidy,  Hayne,  HilC  Kane,  King, 
Mangum,  Harcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Taxewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White.-^O. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

Mr.  DALLAS  said  tliat,  being  called  to  vote  on  the 

Kasaage  of  the  bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  a 
rief  statement  to  the  Senate.  He  bad  been  relumed  to 
the  Senate  on  the  list  of  stockholders,  as  holding  a  part  of 
the  stock  in  the  b^nk.  As  soon  as  lie  found  that  this  sub- 
ject weidd  come  in  fbr  ^scussion,  he  had  directed  the 
•took  wluch  he  held  in  the  institution  to  be  sold.  It  had 
been  sdd,  he  had  received  the  amonnt  of  the  iale%  and 
had  no  longn*  any  interest  in  the  bank. 
On  his  name  being  called, 

Mr.  SILSBEE  Mid  that  he  perceived  his  name  on  the 
list  of  stockhcddcrs.  He  had  disposed  of  bis  stock  be- 
fore  this  question  came  befbre  Congress  and  was  no  longer 
interested  in  the  institution. 

Oo  hia  name  being  called, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  lie  liad  seen  his  name  on  the 
list  of  the  retumsf  but  that  the  insertion  was  altogether  a 
mistake  of  the  clerk  at  the  bank  in  Phibdel^ia. 

Vei.  vin. 


The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House 
for  concurrence. 

ALEXANDRIA  CANAL  COMPANY. 

On  motion  of  lb-.  CHAMBERS,  the  Senate  tiien  pre* 
ceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alexan- 
dria Canal  Company. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sxrra  to  insert  the  word  "uirty"  afler  the  words 
**.  one  hundred,"  incresHng  the  appr(q>rlation  to  130,000 
dollars)  and  to  insert  after  the  f>roraDon  fbr  an  aqoedoc^ 
the  words  "and  axteen  feet  on  each  ^de  ttcreoT  ftr  a 
iVee  bridge." 

Mr.  FOBSTTH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  mf  on  this 

question. 

Some  discnsnon  took  place  on  the  subject  of  the  imand. 
ment,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNE,  the  qnesHon  wtn 
divided,  and  the  order  f<v  the  yeasand  nays  oo  first 
branch,  the  insertion  <^  the  word  ''thirty,"  being  wVb- 
drawn,  the  motion  was  nq[atived. 

The  question  beii^  tiien  on  As  motion  to  insnrt  tt« 
wcMds  in  reference  to  the  free  bridge,   

The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  FOBSYTH  and 
Mr.  HAYNE  I  and  oppeaed  by  Mr.  CLAT,  Mr.  MILLER, 
Mr.  TYLER,  Mr.  FOOT,  and  Mr.  CHAMBERS. 

The  amendment  was  advocated  on  the  ground  that  the 
aqiudoct  would  be  uynrioos  to  the  hiteresto  of  Geargn> 
town,  and  dettructive  to  the  righto  of  Geneial  Mason  In 
his  ferry  t  and  that  the  only  eomderation  wUdk  Geom- 
town  could  receive  in  return  was  in  the  torn  of  a  RM 
bridge  for  her  benefit. 

It  was  replied  that  Alexandria  had  not  reerived  her 
share  in  the  distribution  of  the  fiinds  received  by  th* 
Government  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  irittiin  the 
District,  and  that  she  ought  to  be  gratified  in  this  herfint 
application  to  Congress  for  ud;  that  the  oppontlon  of 
Georgetown  to  the  measure  was  ill-timed  and  unkfaidt  and 
that  me  ri^ts  of  General  Mason  in  the  ferry  wonld  ba 
protected.  It  was  further  declared  that  there  was  no 
dispoution  on  the  part  of  Alexandria  to  ii^jure  Georg** 
town,  or  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  General  Masont 
and  a  pledge  was  g^ven  bv  Alexandria  that  Ae  would  at 
any  time  permit  a  free  bridge  to  be  bnih  on  tiw  piers  of 
the  aqueduct,  and  that  any  injury  to  ttic  owner  of  the  feny 
would  be  equitably  adjusted. 

It  was  then  explained  Mr.  CLAY,  in  cMnpliance 
with  a  Bugg<eBtion  from  die  authorities  of  Georgetown, 
that  there  wfts  no  oppontion  intended  to  the  mhee  of 
Alexandria. 

Mr.  CLAY  complimented  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Ttlsb]  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carina 
[Ht.  Millsb]  on  their  uidrni  with  lum  oo  this  question  of 
mtemal  iiAprovementi  and  expressed  a  hope  tbtf  , 
would  extend  their  new  feeUngs  beyond  tho  District  m 
reference  to  the  protests  apiost  the  ^iteni,  he  rdatedan  ' 
anecdote,  in  substance  as  foDows: 

After  a  certain  message  of  a  late  President  of  Um  Ui^ 
ed  States,  about  the  year  1825,  which,  with  a  great  deal  of 
eloquence,  enforced  the  proprie^  of  a  system  of  internal 
improvements,  there  wa»  a  great  deal  of  alarm  euitod 
throi^  the  ancient  dominion  <tf  Virgiiua  on  the  aulject 
of  this  oflidal  doemuent  Some  of  thoee  gentiemen  who 
participated  in  this  alarm,  were  deputed  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Jeffenon,  and  to  ask  his  advice  how  the^  should  act  in 
tills  emergency,  in  this  melancholy  condition  to  which  the 
commonwealth  had  been  reduced.  After  they  had  set 
forth  their  emnpbunts,  and  their  dorire  that  be  would 
adnse  them  how  to  act— •*  wlqr,**  wd  Ur.  Jcff<sson» 
"I'll  tell  you."  Tliey  bad  talked  about  pralcsl^  nsalo- 
tioM,  Stc  *'  in  tell  you,"  said  Mr.  Jaffursun  "make  a 
protest!  make  a  solenm  protest!  and  then  get  as  msdi  of 
the  money  as  you  can. 

The  ye^  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the  seeood 
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put  of  tin  unendment,  naoved  by  ilr.  Bmnt  ind  the 
queation  being  Uken,  wu  deeidedas  followfl: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Forsyth,  Htyne,  Hill,  Vxeef,  Snuth, 
Tipton,  Waggamsn. — 7. 

NATS.— Heurs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham- 
ben^  CUy,  CUytonj  Dallu,  IMckerson,  Dudley,  Ewing, 
Foot,  Freltngliuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  John- 
ston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain,  Poindeiter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinaon,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Silibee,  Spragvie,  Tazewell.  TontUnsonj  Troup, 
Tyler,  Webrter,  White,  WUkina.— 39. 

The  IhH  wm  ordered  to  a  third  readii^u.yeaa  38, 
iiayf5. 

INDIAN  WAR 

On  notion  of  Ifr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  cemider  tiio  metfaago  of  the  House  of  Repreientativea, 
oomoMUucatii^  the  amendment  of  Hiat  body,  authorizing 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  Statea  to  receive  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States'  volunteers,  for  the  protection  of 
tiie  Northwestern  frontier,  not  to  exceed  ten  companies. 

Mr.  CLAT  then  withdrew  the  motion  which  he  had 
made  on  Saturday  to  recommit  the  bill.  - 

Mr.  TIPTON  then  rose  to  move  some  amem^ents 
which  he  thoaa^t  would  abriate  the  ^fficulty  that  had 
uiaen.  Heauo  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  aa  amended 
by  the  House,  prortdes  for  rainng  one  thousand  gun  men 
to  protect  the  Northwestern  frontier  ag»nst  the  Indians. 
He  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  bill  as  it  was,  for 
be  was  anxious  to  stop  the  efiunon  of  blood,  and  the  de- 
struction of  property,  in  the  frontier  country.  Some  Se 
natora  object  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised,  some  to 
their  term  of  service,  and  others  to  the  discretionary 
power  veated  in  the  President  On  afbrmer  occanon  he 
IihI  stated  ttat  five  bandred  men  were  eonpetoit  to  the 
■ervice,  if  led  by  an  officer  suited  to  the  oeowon.  This 
WM  atilt  his  opiniont  but,  yielding  to  the  wishea  of  the 
representative  from  Illinoia,  for  whose  opinion  he  had 
gKat  reflect,  he  had  left  the  number  blank.  Some  Se- 
niors have  said  to  the  friends  of  this  measure,  agree 
amot^  yourselves,  and  we  will  vote  with  you  for  any  sum 
that  is  required.  In  order  to  settle  tiiis  matter,  and  pro- 
cure the  proaipt  action  of  Congreaa,  I  now  propoae,  said 
Mr.  T.,  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  asking  for  five  hun- 
dred men,  to  serve  one  3'ear,  to  be  commanded  by  one 
major  and  a  sidtable  number  of  platoon  officers,  to  be 
appanted  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  ^e  Senate.  He  had  no  fear  of  the  discretion- 
ary  power  vested  in  the  President.  The  President  knew 
too  well  what  was  due  to  a  suffering  people,  and  to  his 
own  &me,  and  he  had  ^ven  too  many  pledges  of  fidelity 
to  his  country,  now  (o.err  in  regard  to  conducting  an  In- 
^an  war.  Pass  this  bill  with  the  amendment,  and,  in 
thirty  days  from  the  day  the  President  signs  it,  a  sufficient 
force  will  be  on  the  frontier,  and  of  that  description  of 
troops  that  will  inspire  confidence  in  our  people,  and  ena- 
ble them  to  return  with  their  bmilies  to  their  former 
homes.  This  number  of  men  is  amply  sufficient  to  keep 
peace,  and  the  presence  of  an  armed  force  is  at  all  t'mies 
ui  f  I  — rjr  to  awe  those  Indians  into  submisiiim. 

An  In^n  has  no  love  for  the  American  people.  The 
■missions,  the  teachers,  and  the  preachera  sent  to  Ihem, 
have  not  cuvilized  them,  nor  will  the  long  prayers  made, 
nor  the  hypocritical  hands  holden  up  in  our  Eutern  cities 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  Indiatis,  have  much  effect  in  ward> 
ing  off  scalping  ktuves  from  our  heads.  To  explain 
Abe  cause  of  bis  anxiety  <Hi  this  subject,  Mr.  T.  read  a 
letter  from  Major  Brown,  dated  May  SOtb,  slatit^  that 


field,  and,  when  tiiey  return,  ni««  murdett  will  be  pe^ 
petrated. 

Those  who  have  not  lost  their  lives  have  lost  their  pro* 
perty,  and  the  opportunity  of  making  bread  for  ttut  Kt> 
son.  Another  letter  informed  him  that  there  wu  aot 
bread  enourii  in  the  country  to  serve  the  people  tea  d>]t«. 
Hie  In<Uan  has  struck  his  Uowi^  and  will  Ik  close 
conceal  lumself  until  our  nulitia  return  from  thor  expe- 
^on. 

At  llie  approach  of  autumn,  when  the  settlers,  driTn 
by  necessity,  return  to  recover  their  property,  and  to  pat 
in  winter  grain  for  the  next  crop,  unless  we  bare  u 
armed  force  there,  this  war  will  be  renewed. 

And,  nr,  said  Mr.  T.,  will  you  then  expect  OS  to  tcnev 
this  a{>pIication  next  year  to  Congress  with  anoAer 
mournful  list  of  murders.'  If  yon  do,  yon  are,  pethipi, 
nustaken.   Let  me  tell  you  what  mil  be  done! 

There  are  about  five  thousand  one  hundred  Indian 
in  In&na,  and  in  Illinois  ei^t  thousand  nx  handrcd: 
we  are  neighbor^  cannot  agree,  and  are  now  *t  w. 
Tou  must  separate  us  by  removing  these  Indian*  out  of 
these  States,  or  you  may  be  sure,  mr,  that  we  will  esta- 
aunate  them.  From  this  war,  and  this  danger,  the  He- 
noounees  and  a  part  of  the  Pottawatamies  aie  excmpL 
If  you  will  Bend  the  force  which  we  want,  it  can,  if  under 
judicious  officers,  protect  the  white  people  and  the  friend. 
ly  Indians  until  aU  the  Indian  tribes  are  removed  from  our 
vi<anity. 

This  is  no  tariff  bill  to  talk,  and  write,  and  thrutes 
about,  and  put  off  until  next  year.  It  comes  home  to  our 
buuness  and  boaomB:  our  wives  and  our  litde  oitev- our 
all  are  at  suke.  We  cannot,  we  will  not,  delay.  Lrt 
me  entreat  gentlemen,  whatever  they  do,  to  do  it  quickly. 
It  is  better  for  us  that  you  ^oidd  this  day,  btiore  the 
Western  mail  goea  out,  decide.  Denial  is  better  for  lu 
than  delay.  When  you  tell  us  no,  ymi  must  dcfrad 
yourselves — we  cannot  spare  the  money — the  (■rifT  »ill 
not  be  modified — we  dread  giving  the  Prcsdent  thii 
power — there  are  but  few  Indiana  at  war — ^j'our  men,  ww 
out,  will  watch  the  Black  Hawk  until  hes^»;theiH 
air,  we  underatnnd  you.  UnderstaiKfing,  then,  sir,  ve 
know  what  to  do.  I  am  no  prophet)  but  I  would  not  be 
surprised  if  all  the  Indians  from  Uppecanoe  to  the  Mi*- 
nsaippi  sliould  be  exterminated  before  the  end  of  me 
year.  Sir,  it  is  our  duty,  in  self-defence,  to  do  this;  ind, 
»frer  it  is  done,  let  me  not  be  told,  you  Western  people 
are  savages)  you  murdered  the  poor  Indians.  Do^- 
ticmen  expect  ui  to  beg  the  livea  of  our  families  upon  «f 
knees?  It  is  not  in  our  nature;  we  cannot,  we  aill  oet, 
do  it.  Congress  will  adjourn  in  a  few  dayat  and  vben  n 
return  to  our  people,  and  tell  them  that  we  have  done  ul 
in  our  power  to  procure  men  for  their  defence,  and  haw 
failed,  then,  sir,  our  constituents  know  what  to  do,  uw 
upon  you,  not  upon  us,  be  the  cliarge  of  wliat  folkivs; 
for  these  wars  will  be  brought  to  a  close  in  the  iJiorttii 
possible  way.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  I  bite 
conversed  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  be  q>- 
proves  raising  this  corps.  1  wrote  to  turn,  hirt  be  is  sbKrt, 
or  I  would  have  had  a  letter  to  subimt  to  the  Sqjiate  upoo 
the  subject. 

I  am  opposed,  continued  Mr.  T.,  to  popular  electioM 
of  military  officers.  They  create  much  difficult)',  m 
are  subversive  of  mibtary  discipline.  When  an  officer 
is  charged  with  an  expedition,  and  directed  to  take  » 
men  to  a  certain  point,  and  do  a  certain  thing,  be  isw 
spouMble  for  the  execution  of  the  order.  Caiiheo^U 
this  man,  go  there,  to  another  stay  here,  if  he  is  election- 
eering with  them?   Military  service  recjuires  power  to 


Genetal  Walker,  with  four  hundred  men,  had  gone  out.  lenfoi  ce  discipline  if  you  will  make  it  efficient   The  F«- 
General  Walker,  BaidMr.T,,ifabraveandactivevoung|sident  knows  this.    He  has  been  embarrassed  b)'"'* 
■lan:  hii  followera  are  umted  to  the  servicei  while  they 'things  in  his  campaign.    I  confide  in  htm  that  he 
are  out,  the  frontiers  will  be  protected.    But  these  men  >ppoint  cadets  %nn  West  Pant,  nor  bar  room  clei« 
live  by  tb«r  own  industry,  and  cannot  remain  lon|f  m  the  and  coimterlioppers  to  command  our  men.   No,  nr,  ne 
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will  ulc  the  honorable  Seiuton  from  lllinoii  or  MisBouri 
who  is  competent  to  comtnand;  who  will  your  people 
confide  in?  And  he  will  appoint  men  who  are  recom- 
mended by  the  repreientatives  from  the  States  in  damrer. 
As  to  the  organiaation  of  the  corps,  Mr.  T.  said  be  wished 
it  to  form  a  part  of  the  army — the  oflScers  to  be 
Moned  fur  three  years — the  men  enlisted  for  one  year,  un- 
less sooner  discharge<I;  and  the  law  to  remain  in  force 
tJiree  years.  His  object  was  to  avoid  popular  militia,  by 
creating  a  permanent  and  efficieirt  c<ff  j»  to  maintain  the 
peace  « the  frantiers. 

Mr.  KANE  was  opposed  to  adopthi;  the  amendments 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Tirrovi}  their  diaeus- 
■Uhi  would  create  dsUyi  nor  would  the  meaaure  be  bo 
expeditious^  and,  for  expedition's  sake,  he  would  lake  the 
amendment  as  it  came  from  the  House. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  that  he  had  a  few 
words  to  say,  chiefly  applicable  to  fiUinr  the  blank, 
should  tbe  amendment  pfwposed  be  adopted.  The  bill, 
as  it  orig'inally  pasaed  the  Senate,  proposed  the  mounting 
of  a  corps  of  infantry  for  the  protection  of  our  inland 
frontier.  It  had  no  reference  to  the  recent  troubles  of 
the  Northwest,  but  had  ita  origin  in  a  belief,  entertained 
for  years  past,  that  this  description  of  troops  was  better 
suited  to  tlie  service  in  that  quarter  than  inuntry  on  foot. 

This  bill  had  been  modelled  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
attires,  in  direct  reference  to  tbe  Indian  war  now  ra^r 
between  the  MifBsappi  and  Lake  3ltioli^n»  and  proposed 
•s  a  substitute  the  raising  of  one  thousand  gun  men,  T<dun- 
teers,  corps  organized,  or  to  be  organized,  aa  the  Presi- 
dent might  directt  to  continue  in  service,  or  be  dismissed 
from  it,  as  his  discretion  might  see  fit.  Tbe  amendments 
proposed,  sud  Mr.  H.,  look  not  so  much  to  the  present 
crisis,  as  to  the  permanent  defence  of  the  country,  and 
contemplate  a  corps  of  mounted  rangers  on  the  model  of 
those  employed  on  the  frontier  during  the  late  war.  This 
latter  purpHOse,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  approve,  and  believe  the 
latter  description  of  troops  deciaedly  the  best  adapted  to 
the  service,  and  tbe  moat  efficient  tiiat  can  be  called  into 
it.  Tills  was  the  testimony,  be  believed,  uniformly  given 
in  favor  of  theae  corps  during  that  war,  from  the  frontiers 
of  the  Ohio  to  the  Mississippi  river.  These  troops  were 
more  active,  enetgetic,  more  rapid  in  their  movements, 
and  OS  briave  as  any  others  that  have  heretofore  ever  been 
employed  in  tbe  service.  They  were,  indeed,  citizen 
Bolaiers,  having  all  the  advanuges  of  diaeipUne,  and  alt 
the  intereati  of  ttie  country  concentrated  upon  them.  It 
was  his  opinion  tlut  so  much  better  were  these  corps 
suited  to  tlie  defence  against  Indians,  Uiat  five  hundred  of 
them  would  be  better  thaji  the  one  thousand  proposed  by 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
wished  this  corps  to  be  organized  as  Uie  bill  proposed, 
to  be  made  a  corps  of  the  army,  officered  as  the  rangers 
were  the  last  war;  and  this  could  be  done,  as  it  then  was, 
eitiier  by  arbitrary  appointments  of  the  President  and  Se- 
nate, or  by  selections  of  the  officers  on  the  part  of  the 
companies,  these  selections  being  afterwards  sanctioned 
by  the  appointing  powert  for  in  both  waya  were  tbe  com- 
panies of  rangers  officered  during  tbe  war.  He  would 
Also  pay  these  troops  as  they  have  been  heretofore  paid,- 
woidd  give  them  one  dolhtr  per  day,  and  require  them  to 
find  their  own  rations,  clothing,  and  horses.  He  would, 
at  a  proper  time,  move  to  fill  me  blank  with  mx  hundred, 
with  a  view  of  ^eir  being  organized  into  six  companies, 
which  would,  in  his  opinion,  after  the  present  crisis  should 
pass  away,  be  abundantiy  sufficient  for  the  protection  and 
tranquillity  of  our  whole  exposed  frontier.  Tlie  officers 
would  be  continued  in  the  service  as  long  aa  the  service 
might  need  tliem.    The  men  would  be  enlisted  for  one 

Sear,  unless  sooner  discltargedt  and  whenever  it  sliould 
e  thought  advisable,  the  whide  corps,  officers  and  men, 
could -be  instantly  diri>anded. 


Mr.  H.  further  remarked  tiiat  all  the  objections  to  the 
proposed  amendment  could,  in  his  o|:nnion,  be  really 
answered.  It  had  been  siud  that  the  rainng  of  rangers 
would  be  a  measure  of  delay*  and  tlwt  the  vcrfunteen 
proposed  by  the  amendment  of  the  House  were  already 
m  tbe  field.  We  had  been  ui^d  in  fkwm  of  tfie  lull  as 
it  came  tnm  the  House,  by  constderstions  of  the  present 
emergency  on  the  frontier.  He,  for  one,  did  not  feel 
himself  legislating  for  the  present  emergency  at  atli  that 
emergency  had,  in  all  p  robability,  before  this,  passed  away. 
The  Indians  were  no  doubt  dispersed,  and  riiehered  in  the 
deep  fiircsts  of  the  Northwesti  and  if  this  were  not  nov 
the  ftct,  it  would  be  so  long  before  any  troops  we  could 
raise  by  the  biU  could  be  brought  into  the  field.  For  tbe 
present  emergency,  there  were  already  too  many  troop* 
m  the  field,  more  than  could  be  empl^edt  they  were  in 
each  otiier*sway;  and  the  greatest  difficulty  they  would 
feel,  would  be  the  want  of  supplies.  Communicatitms 
from  the  seat  of  war  had  told  us  that  four  thousand 
Illinois  militia  were  riready  tiiere,  and  that  this  number 
was  daily  increasing.  The  miUtia  from  tbe  western  coun- 
ties of  Indiana  had  also  marched  to  the  ixrint  of  danger. 
He  had  seen  a  letter  this  momii^,  infornung  that  Ae 
Ooverttor  of  Indiana  bad  ordered  a  brigadier  general, 
with  his  whole  command,  to  repair  to  the  frontier,  if,  in 
his  opinion,  such  force  might  be  needed. 

We  have  even  heardof  movements  of  the  militia  in  the 
State  of  Ohio.  It  was  idle  to  suppose  that  tbe  first  emer- 
gency eonU  be  aided  by  the  bill  now  before  tiie  Senate. 
There  were,  or  bad  been,  probd>lyfiTemen  in  the  service 
where  one  was  needed,  lliis  was  creditable  to  the  militie 
of  the  new  States.  It  was«n  part  of  tiinr  lustory,  that 
they  nmidtaneously  repair,  en  maae,  to  the  pmnt  of 
danger. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  U.,  in  votii^  upon  the  measure  now  be- 
fore tiie  Senate,  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  provide  an 
efficient  corps  for  tbe  protection  of  tranquillity  on  the 
frontier.  Such  force  be  tbouriit  necessary,  althou^  the 
recent  speck  of  war  should  oaTc  whoUy  diaappeiiredt 
for  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  recent  disturbances 
luve  not  been  the  first  which,  within  the  last  few  years,' 
have  been  excited  by  these  tribes  on  the  Upper  Misnssippi. 
The^  repair  yearly  to  Maiden  and  Fort^Drummond,  and 
receive  large  presents  from  the  British,  and  feel  that  they 
have  a  resting  place  without  the  limiu  of  tbe  United 
States.  Future  hostilities  may  be  expected  from  tbem. 
This  ihar  past  history,  aa  well  aa  their  present  feelingly 
induces  us  to  expect;  and  for  this  state  of  thian  it  was 
our  dut|f  to  provide  six  hundred  men,  orawiized  into  sis 
companies.  Two  companies  to  be  raised  in  each  of  tbe 
States,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  mounted  and  kept 
in  motion,  would  be  a  sufficient  protection  for  the  ^riiole 
line  of  our  exposed  frontier. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  tbe  preseirt  ^ffioul^  in  which  they 
found  tbemseWca  UTohrcd,  was  owing  to  neglect  in 
not  beii^  iiinudied  with  any  plan  necessary  to  be  pur. 
sued,  or  any  official  information  by  the  Executive  or  pub- 
lic officen  of  the  Government.  Thus,  in  tbe  absence  of 
such  knowledge,  different  propositions  were  suggested  by 
various  members,  as  each  thoug^it  would  be  best  adapted 
for  his  own  part  of  the  States,  and  the  House  and  &e  Senate 
could  not  decide  on  the  conflicting  opinions.  The  only  me* 
thod,  then,  was  for  those  like  him,  who  were  not  ftmiliaz 
with  theae  afiiurs^  to  compare  those  different  projects,  and 
to  form  their  opinions  accor^ngly.  He  had  formed  his 
opinion,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge,  and  he  preferred 
the  biil  introduced  on  Friday  by  tbe  Senator  from  Indiana 
to  the  present  measure. 

Mr.  BENTON  denied  that  there  was  any  negligenoe  on 
the  part  of  tlie  Government.  Measures  which  the  exi> 
gency  of  tlie  case  required,  had  long  since  been  put  into 
execution,  and  were  now  in  Mccesafiil  intention. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  steted  bis  views  oCjbe  drsaiptiott  of 
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nen  he  thought  best  fitted  for  such  defeiwiTC  opermtiona 

r'ut  the  Indknt.  Thote  who  were  mort  fioniliar  with 
pcculnritiei  of  the  IncUutB,  from  rctidence  on  the 
qiot,  were  bert  whpted  to  defeat  thor  incurnoni.  He 
would  prefer  that  they  should  be  mounted  <hi  thor  own 
property!  they  then  Iwd  an  obieet  of  care  different  from 
what  K  oAenrifo  would  be  if  toe  property  of  the  pobhc. 
He  abo  fhoiwbt  tiiat  lounger*  in  gartinns,  from  want  of 
practice  in  riunr  tiuou^  forest*  md  orer  a  roueh  coun- 
try, were,  of  all  others,  the  most  likely  to  be  bad  rider*. 
In  ■eouring  the  forests,  necemary  in  Indian  war&re,  they 
would  be  of  little  or  no  arail;  first  would  go  their  bridles, 
next  their  stirrups,  then  their  trappings,  accoutrements 
to  dwir  saddlebags,  or,  probably,  what  might  be  termed 
their  Yankee  wdlets.  Of  what  use,  be  woidd  then  ask, 
eoidd  uoh  tnopt  be  ?  He  would  prefer  to  those  regulars 
die  inhaUtant*  of  the  spot,  if  properly  oifanizcd — men  to 
l^om  such  Aiftculties  were  familiar— men  who  could 
eGmb  the  rocky  mountains,  and  fear  not  the  toil — men  to 
whom  the  swamp,  the  prairie,  or  the  flood,  presented  no 
fearS'  men  who  required  no  guides  to  direct  their  path  in 
the  prefimnd  obscurity  of  the  night,  or  to  penetrate  the 
fcrest  in  its  darkest  gloom. 

After  some  ftirther  remarks  from  Mr.  ROBINBON, 
Mr.  TIPT(HC»  and  Mr.  FOOT,  the  ftrtt  aneadment 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  BENTON  slated  that  the  bin  introduced  by  the 
Senater  from  Indiana  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Military  Committee,  of  which  tiiey  would  soon  report  In 
order  to  gain  information  on  the  measure  under  discus* 
sion  from  the  War  Department,  he  would  more  that  the 
bill,  with  the  sereral  amendments,  be,  for  the  present,  laid 
on  the  tahl^  and  the  informatiwi  acquired  be  would  coov. 
nui^cate,  if  poasible,  on  the  following  day. 
The  motion  was  oarriedt  when 
The  Senate  a^oumed. 

TVMMT,  JOKB  13. 
NEW  YORK  RESOLUTIONS— THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  presented  certain  resolutions  adopted  at 
a  neMhig  of  citizens  hi  the  ei^  of  New  York,  recommend- 
bif  coMeemion*  on  the  aobjeet  of  the  tarifft  tad  moved  to 
li^them  on  tho  table,  and  print  then. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  sud  that  these  resolutions  came  to  the 
Senate  under  the  authority  of  the  most  respectable  names. 
They  were  represented,  and  no  doubt  truly,  to  have  been 
passed  at  a  very  numerous  assemblage  of  citizens,  called 
(y  a  notice  signed  by  hi^ly  respectable  names,  and  were 
Introduced  to  the  conntteration  of  that  assemblage  by  a 
speech  Ughly  proper  for  the  occatton,  by  an  ^le  and 
most  exceUent  man.  But  howercr  commendable' in  their 
spirit  and  temper,  the  resolutions,  he  feared,  were  too 
^neral  in  their  scope  and  character  to  be  valuable 
guides  through  the  arduous  duties  which  lay  before  Con- 
gress. They  recommend  a  spirit  of  accommodation,  of 
conciliation,  of  compromise.  Now  this  is  exactly  such  a 
qiirit,  said  Mr.  W.,  as  we  all  profess,  ourselves,  and  as 
moitot  us,  in  opinion,  really  and  nncercly  feel.  But 
ttequestioB  isa  very  complex  one:  it  involves  a  deep  and 
important  prhH^ple,  and  it  invotres  also  very  great  diffi- 
comes  of  detul.  If  tlus  most  respectable  meeting,  or 
any  other,  could  tell  us  what  that  is  which  could  be  given 
op,  ^tiiout  ruin  or  extreme  injury  to  those  concerned, 
and  which,  if  given  up,  would  produce  the  satisfection 
so  much  to  be  deured,  they  would,  by  wa  dinng,  render 
Congress  a  most  useful  ■emee. 

What  are  those  phun  and  obvipm  principle^  by  a  re- 
tard to  which,  on  questions  of  this  kind,  discontents  mav 
be  allayed*  and  hannony  restored?  What  is  it  that  shall 
be  given  up?  Is  it  the  interest  of  Uie  wool  grower,  or 
the  maoufketurcr^f  wooUeos,  or  the  manufeeturcr  of  cot- 
ton, or  the  mannnirturer  of  ircm,  or  the  manu&otarer  of 


g^asB?  Is  it  the  hatter,  the  csrrii^  maker,  the  lhe^ 
maker,  and  other  wivkers  in  leather?  Which  oS  then 
is  willing  to  be  sacrificed?  Or,  if  sometiung  be  to  be 
3nelded,  in  respect  to  all  and  each  of  them,  bow  auidi  it 
that  something?  How  much  may  be  given  up  without 
afiectinr  the  means  of  Uvtng,  and  die  necHsary  wpport 
femiues?  And,  m  the  other  hand,  what  dtgite  of 
medal  protection,  and  in  fcvof  of  what  bnacbes  rf  is- 
aoMxy  Slid  labor,u  to  be  fiurh^  expected  from  time  who 
are  oppoaed  to  the  prineiple«  protection,  as  a  priadple' 
What  and  which  are  those  exonitaut  duties  which^it  ■  n 
clear  a  dictate  (^duty  to  abandon  ? 

As  to  the  discontent  which  is  to  be  appeased,  and  whkh 
no  one  is  more  disposed  to  see  at  rest  than  I  am,  can  tldi 
meeting,  or  any  meeting,  inform  us  bow  fer  it  is  is  ke 
traced  to  any  ipecifte  buvden,  pointed  ou^  dei^iiitei, 
and  proved)  or  how  ferh  results  from  ttiat  which  is  tssder 
of  opinion,  or  general  theory?  If  tiie  laws  compUiKd 
of  are  unimportant,  if  they  are  connected  with  no  pnt 
interests,  then,  indeed,  on  the  strength  .of  the  mere  &ct 
of  existiiw  discontents,  the^  ought  lo  be  tcpealed;  but  if 
they  are  deemed  the  essential  supports  of  great  intercity 
public  and  private,  then  the  dSsaatisfecticHi  wbich  (hn 
cauae,  or  are  said  tocauae,  should  be  candidly  coondere^ 
ita  grounda  earefiilly  examined*  to  aee  how  frr  duj  ne 
real,  and  how  fer  the  general  interest  will  permt  their 
removal. 

I  entirely  approve,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  wirit  ef  thoe 
rescdutionst  I  commend  their  spirit  of  kindnesi  and  con- 
ciliation; above  all,  I  commend  nie  attachment  raanifntnl 
by  them  to  the  great  and  paramount  object  of  regnd— 
the  union  of  tiie  Statesj  but  I  am  not  quite  wilUi^  thit 
an  opiiuon  should  be  cherished  abroad,  thatmen^nof 
Con^resi^  of  amr  party,  are  wanting  in  a  pnmer  qsrii  of 
coneiltation,  or  tnat  what  Congress  moat  needs  u  s  tinrit 
of  compronnse.  For  lus  own  part,  Mr.  W.  nid,  he 
Iwrdly  mled  to  mee^  at  evet^  turn,  some  gentleman  vbo 
had  a  project  for  compromising  all  our  difficidties.  Ht 
thought  there  was  no  want  of  projects.  In  hii  opinioA, 
the  necesnty  of  a  steady  system  or  policy;  a  r^W»d- 
herence  to  what  has  neen  solemnly  settled;  a  modnW 
but  firm  regard  to  the  sti^ility  of  property,  to  tiie 
tcnance  of  those  mean*  of  Unng  on  which  tbe  Taiim 
daises  of  labor  depend)  caution  not  to  agitate  grettun 
numerous  interests  to  their  very  centre,  by  ill  cottsilcTcd, 
though  well  intended  cfiisrts  to  allay  excitement  imoif 
other  interests)  these  were  topics^  in  rmrd  to  whieb,  a 
in  regard  to  any.  Congress  n^fpt  he  hencsted  by  fliendlf 
admonition. 
The  reairfutlons  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PENSION  LAW- 
The  joint  resolution  directing  that  certain  dutiei  it 
posed  by  the  pension  bill  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Titt- 
sury,  be  transferred  to  the  Secretary  u  War,  bdi| 
taken  up, 

Mr.  FOOT  protested  against  the  passage  of  die  rcrt- 
hition,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays)  wlueh  vcrev 

dered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOULINSON,  who  also  exprcwd 
some  apprehension  lest  evil  should  result  from  the  chap 
contemplated  by  the  resolution,  as  amended  yeitcjdij  <■ 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Chaxsxbb,  the  resoIutioD  wu  eto- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr.  WILKINS,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  tint  (be 
Senate  take  up  the  btU  provichng  fursatisfectionfiir«hMi 
due  to  American  citizens  ft>r  mMiations. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  reminded  the  Senate  that  thetc  *■ 
executive  bUHneas  of  inripOrtance  which  required  flWDt- 
diatc  action]  and  that  he  had  been  promised  lhit»hc« 
the  bank  bUI  should  be  disposed  off  there  wwldbcM 
oppontionto  fmng  into  exccutife  busioeiSi  Hetbef 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1081 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1082 


JvKx  13.  1833.] 


Freoeh  SpoSationa^ 


[Skitatk. 


fore  mute  e  motira  to  thitt  effect  i  but  the  motum  was  out 
<Mr  order  while  the  other  qiieition  was  pendii^. 

After  some  eonTersation  on  the  subject,  Mr.  W1LKIN9 
Mked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  hit  motioni  wtuch  b*ang 
taken,  his  motion  waa  negatived^  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZKWBLL.  the  Senate  then  pro- 
eeedod  to  the  eonnderaiicKi  <tf  eucutire  basinen. 

Wbbhsdat,  Jtm  13. 
FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  CHAMBEBS  roored  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
eonnderation  of  the  bill  relatire  to  French  spoliations  pre- 
Tioas  to  the  year  1800. 

Mr.  MILLER  saked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qaes- 
tion;  and  expressed  a  hope  that  if  the  m<rtian  should  be 
lie^tired  ttnlay,  this  decision  would  be  received  as  an 
indication  of  the  indispoution  of  the  Senate  to  act  on  the 
bill  during  the  present  session. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  question  was 
put,  and  decided  as  firflows: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Cky,  Cky- 
ton,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freling^uysen,  Uendriclu, 
Holmes,  Knight,  Naudain,  Pcnndexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Buntes,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith,  Tipton,  TomKnson, 
Wilkini.— 33. 

NATS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Dickefson,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  Ung,  Mangnm,  Marcy,  Mil- 
ler, Hoor^  Robinson,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Web- 
■ter,  Wbite.~19. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  rose  to  more  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  bunness.  He 
stated  his  reasons  to  be,  Ist,  the  importance  of  the  subject 
under  deliberation  in  executive  sessiont  and,  Stlly,  the 
length  of  time  which  this  bill  would  consume  if  tt  were 
taken  up.  If  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  protract  tlie 
to  an  indefinite  extent,  then,  indeed,  the  bill 
might  be  taken  up;  but  be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  discussion  of  the  question  would  occupy  some 
weeks. 

Mr.  SMITH  expressed  a  disposition  to  take  up  the  bill 
merely  to  hear  the  expoMtion  of  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Peimsylvaiua  [Mr.  Wiuttas]  on  tlie  subject 
The  bill  might  then  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  contended  that  there  eould  be  no 
great  diffieoliy  in  under^u^ng  the  character  of  tliese 
claims,  and  th«r  justice.  Of  all  people  who  had  ever 
cume  before  Congress,  these  were,  in  his  opinion,  the 
most  entitled  to  an  early  settlement  of  their  demands,  lit 
a  very  few  hours  tlie  whole  of  the  subject  might  be  made 
clear  to  every  one.  It  was  his  wish  tlmt  ap|)hcsitts  who 
had  been  here  for  thirty-two  years  might  have  the  oppor 
tunity  ct  a  hearing  and  adecuuon  on  tiieir  claims.  It  was 
by  no  means  his  deare  to  throw  any  impediment  in  the 
way  of  the  executive  business. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  stated  that  he  was  perhaps  as  much 
interested  in  the  speedy  adjustment  of  these  claims  as  any 
gentlemtin;  but  he  had  voted  against  taking  up  the  bill, 
because  he  considered  it  as  a  hopeless  tiling  that  it  could 
receive  the  final  action  of  the  Senate  at  this  session,  lliey 
bad  now  reached  the  middle  of  June,  and  there  were 
soAe  imporUnt  bills  before  the  Senate,  and  several  sub- 
jects of  vital  interest  which  required  to  be  acted  upon.  He 
expressed  his  conviction  tliattiiese  claims  were  founded  in 
equi^f  and  stated  that,  whenever  a  question  should  be 
taken  upon  the  bill,  he  would  be  found  voting  in  favor  of 
them.  But  he  could  not  agree  with  the  sugj^tion  tliat 
the  subject  would  occupy  so  small  a  portion  of  the  time 
of  the  senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  be  had  voted  to  take  up  the  bill,  in  or- 
der to  erinoe  bb  dispontioa  to  go  into  the  eonnderatioo 
of  these  daina.   He  tkougtit  tiiM  they  were  equitable 


and  just,  aa  regarded  the  principle  on  which  they  were 
founded.  But  tiiere  would  be  found  to  exist  great  diffi- 
culty in  settling  the  amount  to  be  paid.  His  object  was 
to  permit  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  give  his  ex- 
position of  the  grounds  on  which  the  bill  liad  been  report- 
ed, in  order  that  the  Senate  might  be  in  full  possession 
of  all  the  facts,  and  might  come  here  at  the  next  season 
>repared  to  vote  upon  the  bill.  After  the  chainnan  had 
leen  btard,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  either  be  postponed 
or  laid  on  the  table.  He  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Viigiiuathat  he  had  no  idea,  in  votii^f  to  take  up  this  bill,  to 
conwder  it,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  all-engrossing  subjects 
which  su  greatly  agitated  the  country,  and  which  were 
now  pending  before  Congress. 

Mr.  WILKINS  sUted  that  when  the  memorial  on  which 
this  bill  was  founded  was  put  into  his  hands,  he  received  It 
with  much  reluctance,  and  merely  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  a  Senator  who  would  have  been  much  more 
competentto  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  it  imposed. 
He  went  into  tiie  consideration  of  Aese  cUms  somewhat 
prejudiced  against  them,  and  entirely  uninformed  as  to 
their  precise  nature  and  extent.  Nor  had  he  any  interest 
in  the  decision  of  these  cluims.  Living  in  the  interior  of 
the  countiT,  he  had  been  all  his  life  a  stranger  to  the  sea- 
board, and  consequently  could  not  be  supposed  to  have 
any  personal  interest  in  the  settlement  of  the  question. 
He  had  gone  into  the  examination  of  tlie  subject^  and  the 
result  was  a  firm  conviction  that  the  claims  were  founded 
in  justice,  and  that  the  Government  wu  bound  iK>  pve  the 
satisfiietion.  When  this  bill  came  up  in  its  regular  order, 
tliere  were  seven  or  eight  of  the  Senators  absent,  not  only 
from  their  seats,  but  from  the  ci^.  Iil  consequence 
of  this  deficiency  in  the  Senate,  he  had  himself  laid  the 
bill  on  the  table.  Such  had  been  the  constant  pressure 
of  important  business  in  the  Senate  subsequently,  that  he 
had  suffered  the  bill  to  remain  on  the  table.  ^  He  had  per- 
nutted  it  to  lie  titere  while  the  bank  question  was  bei  fore 
the  Senate.  That  question  having  been  disposed  of,  he 
thought  that  this  was  the  best  moment  to  press  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  He  was  aware  that  there  was  still 
very  important  bunness  awaiting  tlie  action  of  the  Senate; 
and  he  thouglU  also  that  this  bill  must  necessarily  provoke 
a  considerable  discussion.  He  wished  to  av(Hd  any  dis- 
cusnon  which  was  not  absolutely  necessary)  and  if  the 
experience  of  the  learned  Senators  who  had  just  spoken 
led  them  to  the  conviction  that  the  Senate  could  not  get 
through  with  the  bill  at  the  present  session,  to  their  expe- 
rience and  judgment  he  would  feel  himself  compelled  to 
yield.  It  would  be  entirely  useless  to  take  up  the  bill  at 
»I1,  tinless  a  decision  could  be  reached.  In  his  prelimina- 
ry remarks,  if  it  was  taken  up,  he  8)iould  take  up  as  little 
time  as  poMiblet  but,  as  he  was  not  gifled  with  ttie  power 
of  condensation,  he  could  not  deliver  what  he  sliould  f^l 
it  to  be  his  du^  to  express,  jn  less  tiian  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  CLAY,  seeing  that  it  would  be  totally  impracticable 
to  act  on  the  bill,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

He  withdrew  liis  motion  at  the  request  of 

Ur.  CHAMBEUS,  who  explained  his  former  remarks. 
He  had  only  intended  to  throw  out  the  idea  that  the  prin- 
dples  of  the  bill  were  not  so  difficult  of  comprehension  as 
to  require  any  lengthened  (tiscussion.  But  he  admitted 
that  there  would  be  found  some  difficulty  in  adjusting  the 
amount  to  be  pud.  He  expressed  an  apprehension  that 
if  the  clums  were  postponed  till  the  next  seai^on,  they 
woidd  then  be  found  not  to  have  advanced  a  single  step, 
and  he  should  begin  to  desp^ur  of  any  adjuMnrtent. 

Mr.  CLAY  stated,  in  reply,  that  if  any  one  supposed  that 
the  Oorernment  were  to  pay  the  amotint  of  these  claims, 
dollar  for  dollar,  and  to  appropriate  the  full  amount  of  the 
claims,  thus  wljusted,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  nothing 
could  be  further  from  his  intention.  He  con^ered  ttm 
claims  to  have  been  worth  something  in  iSOOt  what  that 
something  wai^  be  «M  ^rUUng  to  ^Mid  to  my  it.  H 
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wu  only  on  this  principle  that  he  would  vote  one  cent  to  | 
the  cUinunu.  He  adverted  to  the  fiiCt  of  the  renuncia- ' 
tion  of  the  cUims  on  France,  u  havinfr  afTectcd  their' 
value.  Me  was  willing  to  pay  an  equitable  conuderation  | 
for  them. 

Mr,  CHAMBERS  referred  to  the  privileges  which  the 
United  Statea  had  obtained  in  consequence  of  these  claims; 
privil^ea  which  (hey  would  not  be  disposed  to  surrender 
lor  any  pecuniary  conwlerations.  He  asnired  the  Senate 
that  there  wit  no  dengn  to  pay  theae  clununts  dcdlar  for 
dollar.  The  amount  of  the  claims  was  from  fifteen  to 
twenly  millions.  Heretofoie,  the  bills  reported  on  the 
subject  had  appropriated  three  millions  for  their  adjust- 
ment.   The  present  bill  appropriated  five  millions. 

Mr.  HOLMES  adverted  to  the  first  petition  on  the  sub- 
ject which  lie  liad  presented,  and  from  the  conaiderationor 
which  the  committee  to  whidi  it  liad  been  referred  moved 
to  be  discharged.  He  had  resisted  this  motion  on  the 
ground  that  the  petitioner  bad  a  ri^t  to  a  detailed  report 
on  hia  application.  He  waa,  however,  outvoted,  on  the 
ground  that  the  sum  was  very  large,  and  Uiat  the  Govern- 
ment was  poor.  If  Uie  Government  were  not  disposcdto 
put  the  allowance  to  the  claimants  on  the  ground  of  what 
the  claims  were  worth,  they  outfit  at  least  to  pve  what 
they  had  received.  He  waa  ccntun  that  the  more  the 
claim*  were  examined,  the  more  the  Senate  must  be  con- 
vinced that  they  were  as  just  as  any  claims  could  be  be- 
tween man  and  man. 

Mr.  TYi^ER  s;ud  that  he  had  looked  into  these  claims 
as  assiduotisly  as  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had;  but 
he  had  come  to  precisely  an  opposite  conclusion  from  that 
Senator.  Th«y  liad  received  the  final  action  of  a  commit- 
tee before  tlte  Senator  from  Jdaine  became  a  member  of 
this  body*  the  report  which  was  made  being  decidedly 
advene  to  their  allowance.  He  stated  that  many  of  his 
constituents  were  deeply  intereated  in  the  deci«on  of  these 
claims. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table;  and,  after  dispoung 
of  some  private  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  Ibe  conMdention  of  executive  business. 


Tbdssdat,  Jvflx  14. 
INDIAN  WAR. 

Mr.  TIPTON  wislied  to  be  informed  whether  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTuirs  had  received 
any  information  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bill  relative  to  the  enlbtment  of  mounted  troops. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  that  he  had  been  unable,  in  con- 
■equence  of  the  absence  ofthe  Sccretar>-  of  War,  to  obtain 
the  information  he  liad  desired. 

Mr.  TIPTON  then  said,  1  consider  it  my  duly  to  move 
the  Senate  to  take  up  this  bill,  with  the  amendment  made 
by  the  House.  The  question  now  is,  will  Congress  vote 
us  the  means  of  defence  or  not?  Denial  is  better  for  us 
than  delay.  If  you  will  aid  us,  do  it  immediately;  if  not, 
say  so,  and  we  will  do  our  own  business  in  our  own  way. 

Sir,  we  must  sweep  these  people  from  existence,  or 
keep  them  peaceable.  The  power  to  make  peace,  and 
to  preserve  it,  and  to  preserve  tlie  Indiana,  is  what  I  want. 
Nu  one  can  imagine  the  distress  thatan  alarm  on  tlie  fron- 
tier produces,  without  witnes^ng  it  Those  who  are  at 
the  point  of  attack,  flee  with  their  families;  those  next  in 
the  rear,  thotigh  mote  secure,  arc  not  safe.  No  man  can 
leave  his  own  family  to  help  his  neighbor;  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  they  break  up  and  desert  their  homes, 
taking  little  with  them,  and  leave  their  property  to  be  pil- 
laged by  the  dishonest  whites,  as  well  as  the  Indians. 

If  you  will  authorize  the  raising  of  the  corps  which  I 
propose,  we  can  prevent  these  alarms,  give  confidence  to 
thcpeople,  and  check  or  destroy  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  SenMor  fVom  Illinois,  [Mr.  Kari,]  when  tliia  bill 


was  up  the  other  day,  asked  wbo  knew  that  Jhis  number, 
five  hundred  men,  is  sufficienL  Sir,  all  practical  men 
know  that  6ve  hundred  men  are  sufficient  to  march  to  iiqr 
point  between  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Mississippi.  Tbty 
will  do  it,  with  or  without  authority. 

What  is  the  extent  of  tlie  Indian  countrj'?  Iwilllellyni: 
It  b  about  one  humtred  and  thirty  miles  from  Cbiciga  to 
Dixon's  feny — four  short  days'  march  for  mounted  rifle- 
men. Hie  real  force  of  the  Bhak  Hawk's  folkiwcn  uj 
be  furlj  estimated  at  seven  hundred,  to  one  thounnd  w- 
tiom  that  is,  five  hundred  aitd  fifty  of  his  own  tribe,  tee 
hundred  and  filfy  Pottawatanues^  and  a  few  from  other 
tribes.  l*hia  force  is  not  now  dangerous,  hut  to  the  d^ 
fenceless  frontier,  and  will  increase  every  day  until  itii 
broken  down.    One  enereetic  effort  will  crush  it. 

To  oppose  this  oian  and  bis  force,  we  arc  tdd  that,  as 
the  10th  of  Hay,  twelve  hundred  and  five  men  were  witbio 
thirty  or  forty  miles  of  this  banditti.  Why  did  these  am 
not  march  on,  day  and  night,  and  attack  these  ImUun,  if 
to  be  found  ?  We  are  told  that  part  of  our  meo  at  in- 
fantry, and  tlieir  baggage  in  boats.  In  tliese  daysofgood 
living,  men  must  have  ba^age,  and,  of  course,  live  it 
their  ease.  1  do  not  censure  them  for  this.  It  is  quiles 
satisfactory  excuse  in  1832;  but,  ur,  in  1791,  or  lili, 
what  would  have  been  said  of  sunshine  soldiers?  Let  n 
recur,  for  a  few  momenta,  to  days  long  gone  by. 

Oil  the  23d  of  May,  1791,  General  Scott  crossed  tbe 
Oliio  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  Kentucky,  *nd  nnrchetl  froa 
Ihencc  for  Weeontonon,  on  the  WaGasli.  It  rained  inces- 
santly, but  he  pressed  forwa^d,  through  an  unbroken  iind 
unknown  forest,  crossed  four  large  streams,  the  Wliile 
riversand  their  tributaries,  not  in  boats,  but  swam  tlicmes 
Ilia  horses,  or  on  logs  confined  together — rafls;  and,  on  tbe 
Istday  of  June,  he  surprised  the  Indiansat  Weeantonos, 
now  odled  Weea,  killed  some,  and  took  fif^y-cigtit  pri- 
soners. This  town  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  niilu 
from  the  Ohio,  where  be  aet  out. 

But  this  is  not  all.  He  was  now  two  liundred  andfiftf 
miles  from  Lexington,  tlie  settled  part  of  Kentuckv, 
Burrouiidud  by  the  most  numerous  and  warlike  tribes  (Ewt 
ever  inhabited  North  America,  tlien  unbroken  by  deieUt 
not  humbled  and  reduced  by  tlie  wars  that  bat*e  liiice 
intervened,  and  not  dispirited  by  tlie  op«iuons  of  our 
people,  Mid  ferocious  as  the  native  Indian  is  known  tabt. 
But  General  Scott  had  neither  baggage  nor  boats  to  en- 
cumber him.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkinson  «ss  <^ 
apatched  witJi  three  hundred  and  sixty  men  to  cms  tbe 
Wabash,  a  large  river,  then  much  swollen  with  rains,  to 
destroy  tbe  Indian  vilhiges  at  what  they  called  the  Ed 
river,  now  Tippecanoe. 

Colonel  Wdkinson  marched  on  foot,  crosKtl  tbe  tiftf, 
surprised  the  Indians,  destroyed  the  town,  and  returned 
with  a  loss  of  three  men,  wounded,  paving  marclied  on 
foot  tliirty-six  milea  in  twelve  days,  fought  a  battle,  tvA 
burned  a  town.  These  men  were  Kcntuckiaiii,  con- 
manded  by  a  man  tliat  could  walk  on  foot,  and  svim  i 
river. 

General  Scott  then  returned  to  Lexington,  hi^inj 
marched  four  hundred  and  fidy  miles,  burned  four  tu«'Wi 
and  killed  many  of  tlie  enemy,  taken  fifly-eight  prisonert, 
and  conducted,  his  prisoners  to  Fort  Steuben,  now  Jtff"* 
sonville. 

In  1791.  Colonel  Wilkinson  waa  ordered  by  Gencnl 
Washington  to  destroy  the  Indian  villages  on  Eel  rirrr- 
They  set  out  on  the  Ist  of  August  from  Fort  Wasliin^oOi 
now  Cincinnati,  witli  five  hundred  and  twcnty-tliree  iWH; 
He  marched  two  days  north  to  make  a  feint  on  tbe  lU^ 
towns,  then  northwest;  and  he  tells  us  tliat,  on  the 
day,  he  croased  tbe  Wabash  on  tlte  very  spot  that  be  irt 
out  for,  and  next  day  surprised  the  Indians  on  Eel  rirert 
one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  from  Fort  Wsifain$^<^ 
kiUed  some  of  the  ladmn%  took  somet  and  ^vi^d  w- 
ward  to  find  the  Pottawataraie  town,  or  Tlppea"or. 
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The  next  day  he  inspected  his  command,  to  find  its  con- 
dition— found  two  hundred  and  seventy  tame  horses,  and 
but  fire  days*  provisions  in  camp,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  from  Fort  Wa^iiif;ton,  surrounded  with  war- 
like tribe«,  but  no  baggaj^,  besides  prisoners.  He  re- 
turned safe,  having  performed  a  march  of  five  hundred 
miles  tlirough  an  almost  unknown  forest,  throug'b  b<ws, 
creeks,  and  rivers;  but,  air,  in  these  days  our  men  forded 
the  rivers,  if  tbey  could  be  forded  welf{  but  if  not,  swam 
tiiem,  without  delay,  on  their  horses. 

The  amendment  I  propose  is,  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  raise,  by  enlistment,  or  by  aceeptinff  volunteers, 
6Te  hundred  men,  believing  that  number  to  be  sufficient 
tat  the  purpose  intended.  But  if  Congress  will  give  us 
one  thousand  men,  I  am  willing  to  concede  something  to 
meet  the  views  of  other  Senators.  The  amendment  dif- 
fers but  little  from  the  Uws  of  1812  and  1813,  authorizing 
the  raising  of  the  ran^rs.  The  President  of  that  day 
allowed  some  companies  to  elect  their  own  officers,  and 
the  officers  for  other  companies  were  appointed  here,  and 
they  were  directed  to  enlist  their  men.  We  got  some 
good  officers,  and  some  not  so.  These  troops  were  effi- 
cient, and  rendered  valuable  serrice.  A  gentleman  now 
hei-e,  who  was  engaged  in  this  serrice.  can  bear  testimony 
of  their  usefulness. 

Some  Senators  express  fears  that  strangers  will  be  sent 
from  the  East  to  command  us.  Sir,  I  assure  them  tliat 
they  need  liave  no  such  fears.  Tbe  President  knows  too 
well  what  is  due  to  himself  and  to  the  Western  people,  to 
■end  any  one  not  known  to  the  West,  and  who  lives 
amongst  us.  He  will  probably  appoint  a  few  officers,  or- 
ganize the  companies;  but  that  he  will  permit  the  men  to 
nominate  a  part  of  their  own  officers,  I  cannot  doubt. 

The  officers  who  may  be  appointed,  or.  electetl,  and 
commisnoned  under  this  law,  will  come  under  the  rules 
and  artides  of  war,  u  far  as  they  will  apply  to  the  nature 
of  the  service.  They  will  be  eommisnoned  by  the  Pre- 
^dent,  uid  held  responsible,  as  miUtary  men  should  be. 
No  fiivoritism  can  be  admitted  into  a  military  corps  if  you 
dewre  its  efficiency.  They  must  not  depend  upon  popu- 
lar  favor,  but  on  their  activity  and  on  tlieir  courage.  If 
tbey  transgress,  they  can  be  reached  by  the  sentence  of  a 
miliury  court,  and  be  cashiered,  if  necessary.  Rigid  dis- 
cipline must  be  preserved,  or  nothing  is  to  be  expected 
but  defeat  and  disgrace. 

I  learn  that,  on  the  breaking  out  of  this  war,  many  of 
tbe  Pottawatamies  and  Miamis  Lave  applied  to  their  agents 
to  protect  them  from  the  hostile  parties.  I  know  many 
of  them  to  be  good  men,  with  whom  I  could  live  in  friend- 
ship. * 

I  regret,  sir,  tliat  I  have  been  compelled  to  trouble  you 
so  frequently  upon  this  subject;  but  I  could  not  do  less  in 
the  discharge  of  my  du^  to  those  I  bare  the  honor  to 
represent  here. 

-  Messrs.  BOBINSON  and  KINO  opposed  the  motion, 
whicii  was  carried— yeas  36. 

Mr.  TIPTON  then  movetf  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  amendment  of  the  House,  and  inserting  a  new 
bill,  substantially  as  follows; 

Tiiat  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  ruse,  either  by  the  acceptance  of 
volunteers,  or  enlistment  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  dis-' 
charged,  — —  mounted  rangers^  to  be  armed,  equipped 


wise  ordered  by  the  President,  and  provide  their  own 

horses,  and  shall  be  allowed  each  per  day,  as  a  full 

compensation  for  their  services  and  Uie  use  of  their  arms 
and  horses.  The  commisnmed  officers  shall  receive  the 
same  pay  and  emoluments  as  officers  of  the  same  grada 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Sic.  4.  That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  provision,  in 
case  of  Usability  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  as  is  made  for 
officers,  non-commissinned  officers,  and  privates,  in  the 
regular  army,  and  subject  to  all  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  BO  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable. 

Sac.  5.  That  the  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  tiie 
Prerident,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HAYNE  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  as 
first  to  take  the  vote  on  striking  out  the  ameudment 
the  House. 

Mr.  KANE  expressed  his  hope  that  the  Senate  would 
take  up  the  bill  of  the  House.    He  staled  that  advices 
had  been  received  that  nearly  half  the  effective  militia 
lUincris  had  been  called  out,  and  that  the  consequence 

must  be  an  entire  neglect  of  the  crops.  A  prompt  action 
of  Convress  was  ealfed  for.  The  Ind'sns  were  very  hos- 
tile, and  had  committed  many  depredations,  and  several 
murders,  attended  by  horrid  barbarities.  He  objected  to 
the  provision  that  the  officers  should  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate.  He 
deemed  it  to  be  of  importance  that  the  volunteers  should 
select  tbeir  own  officers.  Tliey  would  not  volunteer  to 
serve  under  officers  concenung  whom  they  are  ignorant; 
nor  would  they  serve  cheeruilly  under  officers  in  the 
election  of  whom  they  had  not  taken  a  part.  The  set- 
tlers on  the  Illinois  frontier  would  not  enlist  for  the  sake 
of  a  little  pay,  or  for  mm  or  whiskey;  they  were  heads 
of  families,  deeply  interested  in  the  efficient  defence  of 
the  frontier,  and  would  not  serve  under  any  officers  in 
whom  tliey  had  not  entire  confidence. 

Mr.  TIPTON  made  a  few  diservations  in  defence  of 
his  amendment,  which  he  said  .was  framed  in  the  ex;<<  t 
words  of  the  act  of  1813.  He  considered  that,  under  an 
efficient  officer,  well  acquainted  with  tlie  mode  of  Indian 
wariare,  a  force  Of  five  hundred  men  would  be  better  than 
twice  the  number  underthe  command  of  inexperienced  men, 
Mr.  BIBB  referred  to  the  force  raised  by  order  of  Gene- 
ral Washington,  in  1793,  to  aid  General  Wayne  in  his  exr 
pedition  against  the  Indians,  as  the  most  effective  force 
which  could  be  employed  in  such  service. 

Mr.  HAYNE  expressed  a  hope  tliat  the  motion  to  ktrike 
out  would  prevail-  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  this 
force  could  be  raised  in  time  to  act  during  the  present 
campaign.  It  was  for  employment  hereafter.  Now  that 
the  alarm  had  spread  along  the  frontier,  the  citizens  on 
the  spot  would  be  sufficient,  for  the  present,  to  repel  the 
invasion.  He  objected  to  the  employment  of  such  troops 
as  were  provided  by  the  amendment  from  the  House: 
militia  to-day,  citizens  to-morrow;  soldiers  to-<Uy,  farmers 
to-morrow;  hunters  to-day,  any  thing  to-moriow.  He 
objected  to  these  paper  men,  who  appeared  on  the  roll 
transmitted  to  the  Government  as  an  efficient  body,  and  as 
such  received  their  pay,  while  all  their  duty  consisted  in 
going  out  once  or  twice  a  year  onji  hunting  frolic  into  the 
country,  for  which  tliey  were  to  be  allowed  to  become 
pensioners  of  the  Government.    He  asked  the  yeas  and 


mounted,  and  organized,  in  such  manner,  and  to  be  under!  nays  on  the  motion  to  strike  out,  and  they  were  ordered, 
such  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  the  nature  of  the  ser-  Mr.  BENTON  said  he  hoped  the  motion  to  strike  out 
vice  may,  in  his  opinion,  make  necessary.  ]  would  prevail.    He  considered  that  the  troops  provided 

Sac.  2.  That  each  of  the  said  companies  of  rangers,  hy  tlie  amendment  would  be  more' at  home  than  on  ser- 
shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  second,  and  onei  vice,  and  would  be  of  no  value. 

third  lieutenant,  five  sergeants,  five  corporals,  and  onej  Mr.  ItODINSON  opposed  tlie  motion  to  btrike  out.  Ithad 
hundred  privates— the  whole  to  form  a  batti^n,  and  be 


commanded  by  a  mi^or. 

8sc.  3.  That  the  sa'id  non-commiiuoned  officers  and 
privntea  shall  arm  and  eqidp  themselvei,  unless  other- 


been  alleged,  firtf,  that  the  troops  would  not  serve  long 
enough,  and  tiien  X\x»X  tliey  were  paid  longer  than  was 
iieccssar}-.  He  stated  that  the  former  objection  was  put 
down  by  the  proriaion  titat  the  service  slinuld  be  for  eight 
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montha,  and  longer,  if  tlie  Prexdent  deemed  the  continu- 
ance of  their  service*  re^uiaite.  There  could  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  keeping  men  in  serrice,  when  there  were  no 
Indians  within  a  hundred  miles  of  the  spot.  As  to  the 
renwrk  of  tli«  Senator  from  Missouri,  that  tliis  force  could 
he  worth  nothing,  he  attributed  it  to  some  Iteart-bum- 
ini|^  because  the  bill  of  that  Senator  had  been  thrown 
Hktde-^iad  been  used  up  in  the  House,  title  and  subntance. 
riie  required  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  must 
•lot  be.  men  accustomed  only  to  cities,  who  had  spent 
.nuch  ^f  their  time  in  luxury  and  idleness,  who  had  per- 
haps never  been  on  the  frontier,  and  perhaps  never  on 
.horteback.  Put  such  men  on  a  good  none,  and  it  may 
enable  them  to  make  their  escape,  but  would  be  of  no 
Other  serrice.  He  asked  who  were  to  be  defended.  Hie 
citizens  of  Illinois.  And  the  proper  defenders  would  he 
tlir  militia  of  Illinds.  And  was  it  intended  to  send  fo- 
reigners to  command  these  militia,  to  lead  thoee  who  had 
Already  shed  their  blood  in  defence  of  the  frontier?  These 
troopn  had  their  firesides  and  their  homes  to  defend,  and 
they  would  not  consent  to  be  commanded  by  those  in 
whom  tbey  had  no  confidence. 

Mr.  BUCKMEK  wasin  favor  of  striking  out  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House.  He  was  satisfied  th*t  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carina  were  the  correct 
news,  and  that  they  had  been  misconceired  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  llltnou.  He  c<rincided  in  the  opinion  that 
the  troops  employed  under  the  provisions  of  the  House 
bill  would  spend  much  of  their  time  in  frolics.  The 
men  required  were  men  who  would  watch  the  ebbs  and 
fiows  of  Indian  warfsre,  and  be  prepared  for  it  at  all 
times.  No  one  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter  sup- 
posed that  the  Indians  made  their  attacks  when  our 
troops  were  best  pre|Mired.  Hi*  expetience  told  him 
this  was  an  error,  if  at^  one  enterlaim  it  In  company 
with  his  colleague  he  had  been  engaged  in  these  wars, 
and  had  pursued  the'  Indians  when  the  ice  over  the 
streams  was  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  his  horse.  He 
considered  the  volunteers  as  a  much  more  efficient  force 
than  the  infantrjr  rarrison's  for  which  they  were  to  be  sub- 
itituted.  The  infantry  knew  nothing  of  guns,  except  the 
muskett  tbey  were  unacquainted  with  the  rifie,  and  fired 
without  aim.  The  Indians  would  come  upinnde  the  range 
of  the  artillery,  so  as  to  render  the  guns  useless.  They 
would  find  tbeir  way  into  the  fort)  fix  their  fires,  and  burn 
the  fortf  and,  instead  of  the  army  defending  the  country, 
tlie  militia  would  have  to  turn  out  and  teve  the  army.  He 
had  every  confidence  in  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  He 
knew  well,  and  highly  appredated  his  ability.  A  princi- 
pal objection  which  rad  been  made  against  his  amendment 
was,  that  It  took  away  the  right  of  election  of  ofBeers, 
and  that  it  was  in  opponlion  to  democratic  principles.  He 
was  a  democrat  himself  but  he  would  only  have  demo- 
cracy in  its  proper  place;  and  democracy  in  a  camp  he 
considered  as  much  out  of  place  as  a  parson  in  a  grogshop. 
In  a  camp,  there  must  be  strict  discipline,  arbitrary  rule. 
He  censured  the  maimer  in  which  the  militia  hud  been  led 
into  the  ambuscade  of  the  Indians.in  the  late  conflict;  ex- 
preisrd  a  deep  feeling  for  the  people  of  Illinois,  and  con- 
sidered it  to  be  the  common  duty  to  give  her  prompt  and 
efficient  aid. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  question 
Was  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Clayton,  Ellis, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghiiyscn,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Holmes,  Knight,  Mangiim,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Maudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour, 
Spn^ie,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  Tfler,  Wumman, 
Webster.— 30. 

NAYS.--Uessrs.  Bibb,  Chamberf,  Dudley,  For^th, 
Kane,  King,  Uobinson,  Rtun^lea,  Sibbee,  Taiewell, 
White.— 11. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  tu. 


On  motioa  of  Mr.  HENDUCKS,  the  fint  Usak  ia  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Tine*  waadien  fiUod  with  the  wdi 
"six  huodred,**  and  the  leeaad  with  ^  wards "m 

dollar."  . 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  the  but  section,  rditire 
to  the  appointmentof  officers  by  the  PreadentandSentci 
but,  on  an  explanation  that  the  officers  elected  tbe 
volunteers  would  be  commissioned,  be  withdrew  twoMitioa. 

Tbe  amenAnent  of  Mr.  Tmov  wis  then  agrndt^ 
and  reported  to  the  Senale,  and  the  Senate  ooMumd 
tbenan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  Senate  then  {»' 
ceeded  to  4ie  cotuideratiMi  of  executive  burinew. 


FanAT,  3vmm  15. 
TARIFF  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  FRELINGHU  VSEN  presented  a  petition  from  dd- 
zens  of  Orange  county,  New  Jersey,  t^nst  tiie  rediu> 
tion  of  the  protecting  duties.  He  stated  that  Ok  peopit 
of  New  Jersey  were  especially  interested  in  the  nui- 
faeture  of  haib,  and  hbtiet  from  leather  and  wood,  die 
protective  duties  on  which  had  remained  as  thcf  ntn 
settled  by  the  tariff  of  1816.  TTie  project  of  tbe  Sem- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  reduced  the  duty  on  hats  from  diirtj 
to  twen^  per  cent.,  a  reduction  which  would  be  niiaoui 
to  the  domestic  raanufiicturer;  and  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ject presented  a  moat  ruinous  commentary  on  the  pn^ed- 
ive  system.    He  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  rose  to  correct  what  he  called  the  esU- 
ordinary  coloring  given  to  the  project  of  the  Seeretnf- 

TheCHAIB  reminded  the  Senator  that  he  wisoatrf 
order;  and 

Mr.  FBELINGHXnrSEN  ofTered  to  withdraw  hii  fflo- 
tion,  to  allow  him  to  proceed]  but 

Ur.  SMITH  declined  to  go  into  any  discussion. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  DICRERSON,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  to  po^ 
pone  the  preceding'  oixtcra,  and  take  up  the  bill  repnud 
by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to  appnqniite,  for* 
limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  He  l^ 
minded  the  Senate  that  this  was  one  of  the  subjects  wU^ 
]mi.  been  sent  to  the  Comnuttee  on  MwofaBtnrn 
it  was  sent  ttuthcr  ag«nat  the  withei  and  the  ^oiert," 
the  members  of  that  committee.  There  was  but  ooe  »■ 
dividual  on  that  committee  from  the  West,  die  8eii^ 
from  Kentucky,  and  he  understood  the  subject  vdl' 
I'hat  Senator  had  drawn  up  the  report,  and  prepsred  tbt 
bill.  In  making  this  motion,  therefore,  he  soughtnoop- 
portunity  for  himself  tu  state  any  vtews  on  the  ■■^V^ 
nut  to  give  an  opportumty  to  the  SenaM^  from  KenMoTi 
and  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppo^te  nde  of  tbe  qaei6« 
to  give  their  views. 

Mr.  SMITH  hoped  that  the  orders  would  not  no«  " 
postponed,  aa  the  Senator  from  Alabuna,  Ae  cbsimH 
□f  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  wai  abamt. 

Mr.  CLAY  expressed  a  hope  that  tlus  subject  would 
not  only  be  acted  on  piomptfy  but  definitively.  But  he 
was  not  denrous  to  urge  tiie  takinr  up  the  bill  w 
moment.  He  was  wiling  to  wait  until  twelve  o'Cloek,  o 
until  to-morrow,  if  it  was  more  convenient  for  the  aetia 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  suggested  that  pertwps  die  wet 
agreeable  course  would  be  to  call  up  the  bul,  utd  tba 
to  lav  it  on  the  table,'to  be  taken  up  on  some  fixed  d*Ti  K 
would  say  on  Monday. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  he  certunly  would  notbtfc 
made  tiie  motion,  had  he  seen  that  tbe  chainBsn  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  not  in  his  scat.  Be  m 
no  objection  to  take  op  the  bill,  and  then.ljyh)r  it  w  t" 
table,  and  make  it  the  order  of  tbe  day  Ibilll*^- 
Mr.  CLAY  suggested  Tuesday.  V 
Mr.  B  ENTON  named  Monday.  ^ 
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Hr.  CLAY  wid  he  had  no  objection  to  take  it  up  to- 
(U^,  or  ttvaorrow.  Indeed,  he  would  prerer  that  dirooai- 
tkui  of  the  mbjeet  But~if  it  wm  to  bepottponedtill 
next  week,  tie  woald  prefer  Tueaimy,  u  be  aodcntood 
that  many  memben  of  the  Senate  would  not  be  m  th«r 
•eau  on  Monday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  llie  orden,  aind  -take  up  the 
bill,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  portpofie  the  further 
eonndeiution  of  the  bill  til]  Tuesday- 
Mr.  HOLMES  inqtured  of  the  Chwr  if  the  bill  woidd 
stand  as  put  on  thespedal  orders  if  postponed,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  Tuesday. 

The  CHAIR  sUted  that  there  was  a  joint  resolution 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio»  whieb  had  been  made 
the  speciid  order  fcHr  that  day,  and  would  therefore  be  cb 
titled  to  precedence. 

Mr.  EWING  then  stated  tbat^  although  he  desired  to 
bring  his  resolution  before  the  Senate  as  early  as  possible, 
he  would  consent  to  postpone  it  to  the  present  question. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  tidue,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  Tuesday. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARCV,  the  Senate  then  proceeded 
to  connder  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for 
the  reUef  of  insolvent  debtws  of  the  United  State*. 

An  amendment  lud  been  reported  to  the  bill  from  Uie 
House,  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  strike  out 
part  of  the  second  section,  and  insert  a  substitute. 

Mr.  MARCY  stated  that  the  object  of  the  first  section 
was  to  enable  the  Goremment  to  carry  into  effect  the 
law  of  1831.  The  construction  put  on  the  term  *'  insol 
Tent  debtor"  by  the  Attorney  General,  was  thatthedebtor 
must  have  declared  insolvent  by  the  law  of  the  State.  It 
was  therefore  thought  that  the  provision  should  he  enlarg- 
ed, and  such  was  the  object  of  the  second  section. 

The  second  section  provides  that  if  the  property  of  the 
debtor  shall  not  be  found,  the  debtor  may  yet  be  dis- 
chai^fed.  It  bad  be«n  previously  supposed  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  could  not  discharge  the  debtor, 
unless  he  had  obtuned  some  property.  It  had  also  been 
made  a  condition  that  the  debtw  must  have  been  discharge 
ed  ham  imprisonment  for  hie  other  debts.  In  some  of 
the  States  there  is  no  imprisonment  for  debti  and  in  some 
caaes  the  United  States'  debt  is  the  only  one  which  the 
debtor  owes.  The  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
nittee  is  intended  to  meet  such  cases.  There  had  been 
some  doubt  as  to  what  were  insolvent  laws.  He  consi' 
dered  all  as  such  which  gave  release  to  debtors  without 
the  full  payment  o£  their  debts. 

Mr.  HOLMES  sud  that,  in  some  State%  there  wm  no 
insolvent  laws  m  lumbiei  mi,  therefore*  the  Utnn  *'  inB0l< 
vent  law"  might  not  be  sufficiently  definite.  He  would 
move  to  amend  tl^e  bill  by  introducing  the  words.**  or 
laws  for  the  dischai^  of  poor  debtors  m>m  prison." 

The  amendment  was  i^;reed  tc^  and  the  amendmeiit,  as 
amended,  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  further  amendments,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading;  soon  after  which, 

Mr.  WILKINS  moved  that  the  vote  Uken  on  the  bill 
just  ordered  to  a  third  reading  be  recotiudered.  He 
said  his  object  for  moving  a  reconwderation  of  the  vote  on 
the  bill  was  owing  to  a  proviso  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, in  the  second  section,  which  had  been 
■mended  in  the  Judiciary  Comimttee,  bv  striking  out, 
and  a  substitute  inserted,  which  had  Just  been  agreed  as 
taraiang  part  of  the  biU.  He  ynabea  to  have  tlie  section 
rejected  altt^^er  as  unneceasary.  The  bill  of  hst  sea-, 
soon  purport«t  to  give  relief  to  **  insolvents,"  not  con- 
templating the  eonstruetioA  now  given  to  it;  but  the  At- 
torney 0«ierd  had  put  a  meaning  to  the  pbnuw  enttr^l 

techmoal;  that  it  was  necessary  fiw  tile  penn^  tagutthe[lMnttheaiMlT«%tohaTCAOonforcnc^ 
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benefit  of  the  law,  to  have  been  discharged  asan  insolvent 
in  his  own  State,  and  thus  to  have  gone  through  all  the 
fcxrms  of  the  State  l«w.  To  relieve  the  debtor  of  the  - 
United  States  from  this  form,  which  the  phraseolc^  of 
the  bill  had  left  for  construction,  it  had  wun  been  brought 
before  Congress.  The  substitute  which  had  been  inserted, 
was  nothing  more  than  a  modification  of  the  proviso  from 
the  House;  and  it  was  agreed  in  their  committee  that  the 
vote  should  be  taken  on  it  especiidly.  But  the  bill  had 
been  read,  somehow  overlooking  this  detemunation.  By 
the  law,  as  it  stood,  it  was  necessary  tliat  the  debtor  riiould 
have  been  imprisoned  and  i&charged  in  hb  own  State  as 
a  debtor;  or  Uie  debt  due  the  UiHfed  States  to  be  such  sr 
if  due  to  the  State  in  which  he  resided,  he  would  be'entitled 
to  a  dischai^  from.  His  [Mr.  W.'s]  object  was  to 
do  away  with  this  altogether.  There  was  no  necessity  for 
the  unfortunate  debtor  to  be  thus  harassedi  the  law  of 
last  year  was  sufiiciently  rigid,  and  subjected  the  person 
to  the  closest  scrutiny,  that  rendered  it  uncalled  for  that 
he  riiould  be  previously  harassed,  his  feelings  tortured, 
and  expofurecff  his  private  affair?  made  in  his  own  State.' 
The  scrutiny  which  the  law  of  last  year  allowed,  indepen- 
dent of  a  previous  investigation,  was  sucli  as  would  not 
be  required  of  a  debtor  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  thought  this  enactment  to  go  through  such  ordeal  in 
his  own  State,  was  unwise  in  uie  extreme;  the  appmnt- 
ment  assignees,  &c.,  witfi  tba  expenses  attendmg  the 
same,  only  exhausted  his  ftinds,  and  left  the  less  cunee 
for  any  thmg  to  be  obtained  by  the  United  States. 

Hr.  PRISLINGHUYSEN  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
the  reconsideration,  and  in  accordance  with  the  opinions 
which  had  just  been  uttered. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  felt  a  good  deal  of  regret  in  legirfating 
on  the  question  this  year.  It  had  been  well  "and  maturely 
considered  last  session  t  and  had  been  managed  by  a 
tinguished  and  experienced  gentleman  in  the  other  Houie. 
{Mr.  BrcBAHAH,]  now  abeent  from  the  country,  and 
paned  under  lib  auspices.  '  He  was  opposed  to  the  change 
which  had  been  maoe  in  the  law;  it  was  no  criterion  to  go 
by  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  di£Ferent  States,  in  deciding 
who  was  entitled  to  be  discharged  from  debt  due  to  the 
United  SUtea.  In  some  of  the  SUtei,  the  insolvent  laws 
were  extremely  loose;  in  others,  they  had  none.  Thus 
the  enactment  (^ntad  unequally  with  respect  to  United 
States'  debtors,  if  their  own  SUte  laws  were  to  be  the 
test.  In  consequence  t>f  this,  in  the  bill  of  last  year,  it 
was  thought  better  to  make  a  kind  of  synopsis  of  a  bank- 
rupt law  between  the  debtor  and  the  United  States,  with- 
out any  reference  to  hb  peculiar  State  law.  A  construc- 
tion not  intended  by  the  framersof  the  law,  bad  been  put 
on.the  word  "  insolvent;"  and,  to  obviate  this,  it  bad  again 
come  before  Congressi  bu^  in  amendinff  it,they  badgone 
fortber,  and  left  it  as  a  matter  of  eoune  that  every  per-  . 
son  who  was  entitled  to  a  discharge  in  hb  own  State, 
riiould  have  the  benefit  of  tlus  act.  He  preferred  the 
original  bill  as  it  was,  leaving  the  decinon  in  the  hands  of 
commisMoners,  in  pbce  of  uiat  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, or  the  Attorney  General,  to  say  who  was  entitled 
to  its  operation. 

Mr.  HARCY  briefly  exphuned. 

Mr.  HAYNE  was  of  the  committee  that  bad  inaerted 
the  clause;  he  was- willing  it  should  be  stricken  out,  if 
jentleroen  who  were  friendly  to  such  a  measure  tboughtit 
would  militate  against  the  debtors  unfiurly.  He  was  averse 
to  th^  detainingof  debtors  where  there  was  no  fraud,  and 
where  they  were  unable  to  pay.  It  only  detract«l  so 
much  from  the  labor  and  energy  which  they  would  otbet^ 

iriae  oontribitta  to  die  country.   

After  sooDe  fiirther  remarks  from  Ur.  WILKINS,  Mr. 
SMITH,  and  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  bst  of  whom  sug- 
^sted  that,  if  they  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  tha 
Houae,  it  would  be  better,  without  panng  ai^  amend- 
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Mr.  NARCY  mored,  on  recomiderinf  their  vote,  to 
■trike  out  the  fubstititte  to  the  amendment  from  the  Hou5e. 
The  proriM  Inaerted  br  the  HouK  vu  iilao  stricken  out; 
and  ue  bill  vu  then  ordered  to  a.  third  reading. 

SATtraniT,  Jditk  16. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  granting  certain  public  landj  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  for  Uie  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

The  amendment  made  in  committee  to  insert  the  States 
of  MisMsippi  and  Louiinana,  was  agreed^to,  and  the  ques- 
tion on  the  engroasment  of  tiie  bill  was  put*  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative.  . 

[A  little  discussion  took  place  during  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  in  which  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  Mr.  WEBSTER, 
Mr.  WAGGAMAN,  Mr.  HOLMES.  .Mr.  FORSYTH.  Mr. 
BENTON,  and  Mr.  POIN  DEXTER  took  part.  It  was 
itated  that  the  four  otiier  new  States  had  received  grants 
of  public  bnd^  tt  hile  the  Stmtea  included  in  the  biU  liad 
received  no  donations  either  in  money  or  lands.  The  pre- 
lent  donation  was  asked  for  the  purpose  of  making  nome 
improvements  of  great  importance  to  the  whole  people  of 
the  Union,  and  not  exclusively  bene6clal  to  the  Slates  to 
which  the  lands  were  granted.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa, 
Cabavba,  and  Black  Warrior  rivers. 

There  was  aome  discussion  on  this  bill,  which  war  finally, 
en  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  laid  on  the  table  ui^itil  Tuesday, 
to  allow  time  for  examination. 

On  moUonof  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  conwleration  of  executive  business. 


MosDAX,  Juki  18. 
SPAFFORD'S  PATENT.  . 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Horatio  Gates  Spafford. 

This  bin  prondea  tor  granting  letters  patent  to  the  pe 
6tibner,  petinitting  him  to  file  htaapeciHcationa  among  the 
confidential  archives  of  the  State  Department,  to  remain 
there  Ibr  one  year.  It  waa  stated  timt  the  object  of  the 
discovery  was  to  add  fourfold  power  to  the  steam  engine; 
and  the  principles  of  the  invention  were  declared  to  be 
new  and  of  the  utmost  efficiency  and  value,  by  the  attesta- 
tions of  many  gentlemen  of  practical  science.  The  bill 
was  opposed  on  the  ground  of  its  anomalous  dtaracter,  of 
the  ignorance  under  wMch  Coigreaa  were  acting  in  grant- 
ing this  privilege.  -  As  the  bill  came  from  the  House,  it 

Sermittra  the  specification  to  remain  four  years  a  secret, 
tr.  MARCT  moved  to  strike  out  four  years,  and  insert 
one  year,  which  prevailed,  lliebill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  -Dudley.  Frelinghtiysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill, 
Holme^  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Harcy,  Miller, 
Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Smitli,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  Wilkina.— 28. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Ellis,  Foot,  Forsyth)  Hendricks,  Mangum,  Robinson, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Webster,  White. — 16. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  States'of  Missouri,  Missisuppi, 
and  Loui^na,  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  each, 
for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvrment,  waa  read  a  third 
time. 

The  subject  was  dibcussed  by  Messrs.  FOOT,  JOHN> 
8T0N,  BENTON,  FRELINGUUYSEN,  CHAMBERS, 
HENDRICKS,  Cl^Y,  and  BUCKNEU. 

Mr.  CLAY,  after  some  rfmarka  relative  to  the  bill  for 
the  Aittire  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  which  waa  fixed 
for  Tuesday*  by  vhicb,  if  p—ed  into  a  law,  those  three 


States  would  come  in  equally  for  thrir  ahare,  would  mm 
(giving  the  friends  of  the  bill  tben>  choice)  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  till  that  day  week,  or  be  lud  on  At  taUe,  to  be 
ag»n  called  up. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  was  sorry  to  see  the  great  opptv- 
tion  now  exhibited  to  the  bill,  when,  on  a  foriBer  Atij,  it 
had  been  ordered  to  the  present  stare  almost  unanimous, 
ly.  It  indicated,  he  thought,  an  unmcndly  fecUng  to  tiie 
Southern  State*.  He  denied  that  any  former  grwtbi  had 
yet  been  made  to  any  of  those  Statea.  He  aasened  Ari 
the  grants  now  sought  wouMonly  piittiiem  onan  eqtnli^ 
with  the  other  new  Statea,  after  which  titey  would  thn 
be  entitled  to  their  proper  share  nnder  the  proposed  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  to  Mr.  Johrstor  and  Mr.  Poisdii. 
TIB.  He  protested  against  the  doctrine  advsnced  At- 
where,  that  tiie  new  Statea  had  the  right  to  all  the  ludi 
within  their  limits,  as  the  doctrine  of  those  who  woutt 
play  the  demagt^ie.  The  public  lands,  when  these 
Statea  were  created,  were  the  proper^  of  the  I'nited 
States.  They  were,  and  are,  the  property  of  the  whole  com- 
munitv,  purchased  bv  the  common  treasure  and  blood  oTill 
Mr.'  HENDRICKS  alluded  to  the  use  of  the  word  "  de- 
magogue" by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  doe- 
trine  Was  one  advanced  by  a  Senator  of  Indians,  a  gentle- 
man whose  opinion  had  alwaya  been  deemed  worthy  of 
respect  and  constdevatton.  Such  denunciation  was  us- 
called  for,  and,  he  thought,  waa  extremely  unkind  to  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  CLAY  explained.  He  had  not  before  denounced 
such  opinions,  but  be  did  so  now,  as  baseless,  bottiunk^ 
and  untenable,  come  whence  they  would,  fipom  Lef{i»U- 
ture  or  elsewhere.  But  he  bad  not,  in  hts  former  reinuU 
spoken  of  such  doctrine  as  broached  in  this  Senate,  ia  the 
other  House,  oraathatofanyimUviduaJibiitasadoctriBe 
uiged  by  many  out  of  doora. 

Messrs.  POINDEXTER  and  JOHNSTON  were  oppa- 
ed  to  any  postpcmement,  and  wWied  for  an  ciqiBdt  Tole 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  SMITH  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition.  He 
would  prefer  this  mode  to  that  of  yearly  appropri^ioM 
being  asked  for  by  these  Statea  for  the  improveaMol  of 
this  and  that  river;  leaving  the  disposition,  in  this  esse,  ts 
the  Statea  themaeh  es. 

Mr.  BUCKNER,  after  some  remarka,  in  which  he  »■ 
preased  bis  opinion  that  the  bill  waa  capable  of  ntuch  in- 
provement,  moved  tliat  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  nHMa 
of  Mr.  WAGGAMAN;  when  the  motion  to  lay  on  *f 
table  was  carried,  yeas  37,  naya  13,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Buckner,  Chsn^ 
Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Foi^ 
Frelinghuyaen,  Hayne,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kniglit,  Mai^i^ 
Marcy,  Miller,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Seymour,  ^>ili^ 
Sprapte,  Tomlinaon,  I'yler,  Wilkina. — ^27> 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Grundy,   Hendricks.  Jcbi- 
ston,  King,  Moore,  Poindexter,  Bobbins^  RtriMnsoo,  Siatib, 
Tazewell,  Waggaman,  While.-^13. 
So  the  bill  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

PRESIDENT'S  FAC  SIMILE. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  Senate  Ukeuptiw  IhRU 
pn)vide  for  the  appointment  of  a  recorder  of  the  Pttnt 
Office;  which  wa:<  agreed  to — yeas  16,  nays  9. 

Tlie  question  was  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clat  to  ree* 
sider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Faasifii 
(substituting  a  nc  simile  of  the  Prcftden^s  sgnature.  or 
stead  of  appointingaii  officer  to  sign  the  land  patrat^)  *■* 
rejected. 

'file  bill  was  again  laid  on  tlie  table,  by  common  cto- 
sent,  (o  wait  for  a  reply  to  a  resolution  sent  aonie  ihriip 
to  the  General  Land  Office,  calling  for  infomoUiDa. 

Tlie  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  proceeded 
to  coiwder  the  bill  in  additm  td  m  act  fNfBV  ^ 
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AUbama  for  the  imprOTcment  of  the  Teoneawe,  Cooia» 
Cahawba,  and  Black  Warrior  rivera. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 
w>  as  to  place  the  busineas  under  the  control  of  tlie  Legis- 
lature of  Alabama. 

The  bill  was  reported  u  amended,  and  was  then  order- 
ed to  be  enffTOMed.  and  read  a  third  time. 


Tdisdat,  Juva  19. 

Ab  soon  M  tiie  journal  had  been  read,  a  measB|fe  waa 
received  from  the  Uouae  of  Representatives,  fay  their 
Cleric,  notifying  the  Senate  of  the  death  of  Cbables  C. 
JoHxsTOH,  a  member  of  that  House  from  tiie  State  of 
Virginia,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take  place  in  the  af- 
ternoon at  half  past  three  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TYLER,  tbe  Senate  then  adopted  the 
following  resolution: 

Boohed,  Ttiat  tile  Senate,  ai  a  mark  of  respect,  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Cbaklu  C.  Johhstoit,  a 
member  of  Congress  from  Virginia,  this  day.  at  half  past 
three  o'clock)  and,  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect,  that 
the  Senators  will  ^o  into  mourning,  by  wearing  crape  on 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

On  motion' of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  it  was  then 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  at  half  past  three  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


WiniraaDiT,  3vn  30* 
RICHMOND  PETITION. 
Hr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  <^  Rich- 
mond, praying  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  ob- 
slructiona  in  James  nver;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.  On  presenting  this  memorial,  Mr. 
T.  took  occasion  to  express  his  constitutional  objections 
to  the  granting  of  tbe  prayer  of  the  memoria).  He  stated 
that,  in  lua  opmion,  it  would  be  an  absurd  propontion  to 
•ay  that  Conmas  had  a  ri^t  to  expend  money  in  the  fan- 
provementofthe  bed  of  a  river,  by  which  a  circuitous  navi- 
gation could  be  obtained,  and  had  no  right  to  make  an  ex- 
penditure on  a  canal  running  laterally.  He  considered  it 
would  be  an  odious  discrimination  which  entitled  a  town 
•ituated  below  the  falls  to  the  privilege  of  an  appropria- 
tion, and  excluded  one  which  was  mtuated  above  the  mlb. 
He  ctmiidered  such  discrimination  as  founded  on  no  prin- 
ciple of  justice  and  therefor*  as  odious. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  WILKINS  moved  to  postpone  the  orders,  to  take 
up  the  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriations  fbr  cer- 
tain internal  improvenKnts. 

Ur.  WILKINS  asked  tor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tiont  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  ttien  taken,  and  decided  asiUlowS: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chamber^  Chy,  Clayton,  Dal- 
las, Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Fonyth.  Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston.  Kane,  Knight,  Marcy,  Nau- 
dain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rug^es,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Sautb,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tcmlinson,  Waggaman, 
Webster,  WUkuis.— 30. 

NAYS.--4fessn.  Brown,  Buekner,  .Ellis,  Gnindy, 
Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White  14. 

The  various  amendments  to  the  bill  were  then  taken 
up,  and  the  appropriations  for  the  commencement  of  new 
works  were  stricken  oui,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH, 
who  stated  that  the  committee  desired  to  confine  the  pro- 
n^ons  of  tbe  bill  to  such  works  as  bad  been  already  com- 
menced. 

Some  appropriations  alsc^  which  were  eontuned  in  other 
bill^  were  itrieken  ouL 


Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  place 
both  the  appropriations  for  the  Cumberland  road  under 
the  superiatendence  of  an  officer  of  engineerai  which  wu 
agreed  to. 

The  amendments  recommended  by  tbe  oommittee  hav- 
ing been  gone  through, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Cumberland  river.  He  stated  it  to  be  bis  object  to  strike 
out  alt  new  objects^  and  such  of  the  others  as  had  not 
been  previously  surveyed  by  the  direction  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  opposed  the  motimito  strike  out,  and 
made  soma  statements  to  Aow  the  extent  of  tbe  ooo^ 
mere*  carried  onthrou|^  that  river. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  asked  for  the  yeaf  and  oayai  wbieh 
wflre  ordered. 

Mr.  CI<AY  expressed  a  desire  to  say  a  few  worda  on  tbe 

auestioo,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  do  so  to-daj.  He 
lerefore  moved  to  Isy  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Tbe  special  ordera  at  tbe  day  ticiiig  called  by  tbe 
CHAIR, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
coonderation  of  executive  buvness,  and  asked  for  dta 
yeas  and  nayn  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  considered  the  motion  unlCind,  at  tbia  mo* 
ment,  as  there  was  no  presnng  occa^on  to  go  into  execa* 
tive  sesnon  to.day,  and  as  anc^er  subject  (the  laad  biD) 
wai  made  the  special  order  fi»>  to-day.  He  biqwd  the 
Coniroittee  on  Manu&ctures  would  be  Beard. 

Hr.  TAZEWELL  reminded  the  Senate  of  the  repeated 
promises  made  to  him  to  go  into  executive  business.  He 
conudered  that  business  as  being  at  least  as  important  as 
the  subject  now  desired  to  be  brought  up  for  considera- 
tion. He  asked  if  gentleman  could  suppose  that  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands  could  be  diapoeed.of  to-day* 
or  to-niorrbw,  or  the  next  day,  when  the  cooflicting^  re> 
ports  of  two  intelligent  committees  were  to  be  exanuned 
and  discussed.  He  asked  how  much  time  was  likely  to  be 
consumed  in  settling  a  question  involving  the  territory  of 
so  many  States,  when  so  much  time  was  occupied  by  the 
Senate  io  settling  tbe  affairs  of  a  Uttle  corporation. 

Mr.  CLAY  aaid  he  had  recdved  this  motion  to-ds^ 
with  other  feelings  than  surprise;  feelinn  which  his  re- 
spect for  the  Senate  would  not  permit  him  to  express. 
When  bunnesB  of  fiftle  moment  was  before  the  Senate  mi 
Monday,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  made  no  motion  to 
go  into  executive  buvness.  Why  did  he  not  make  hie 
motion  on  that  occasion'  Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  subject  of  tbe  public  lands  bad  been 
forced  Upon  Uie  Comnuttee  «i  Manufiwtures,  and  had 
been  aent  to  aootber  committee.  The  Senaie  could  put 
an  end  fo  the  diseussiou  of  the  subject  whenever  they 
ileased,  if  it  should  be  carried  to  too  great  a  len^. 
But  he  cfaumed  the  right  of  the  committee  to  be  beard  in 
defence  of  thar  report.    It  was  due  tothem  in  fiurness. 

Hr.  TAZEWELL  ^plied  that  be  felt  indifference  to 
the  feelings  to  which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  re- 
ferred, but  had  not  express^.  As  to  his  conduct  in  not 
moving  on  Mooday  to  go  into  executive  busiaea%  he  left 
it  to  anotbo^  Senatw  to  do  him  justice. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  stated  that  tbe  Committee  had  de* 
volved  it  upon  him  to  make  the  motion  on  Monday  to  go 
into  executive  bunness,  and  that  he  was  prevented  from 
making  it  by  the  discussion  which  took  place  that  day. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  stated  that  he  was  thus  excul' 
pated  from  the  charge  of  remissness  of  duty  on  Mondi^. 
He  defended  himsdf  gainst  the  crime  of  having  voted  to 
send  this  subject  to  the  Comnittoe  on  Public  ljtnd%  after 
tbe  report  of  the  Comnuttee  on  Mauiftetoies.  It  sp- 
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peared  from  tiie  ftatenkent  of  the  Semtor  ftmn  Kentuel^, 
thftttiie  Coonntttee  on  Muiuftetnret  only  ukcd  to  be 
heiird,  after  tbdr  report  had  been  sent  by  thouaanda  to 
the  public,  in  explanation  of  the  reportt  and  that  they  djd 
not  ask  for  action  on  the  Hbject.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky niA  the  Senate  could  hear  the  explanation,  and 
then  oootd  hy  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Hr.  CLAT  sud  tiie  Senator  from  Virginia  could  not  be 
more  indifferent  to  any  wieqtressed  •entimenta  of  hii,  than 
be  w«  to  any  of  the  tenthnents  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
^ia,  whether  expressed  or  unexpressed.  The  private 
undentanding  between  that  Senator  and  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  could  not  be  known  to  the  Senate.  BcTeral 
subjects  were  taken  up  on  Monday,  and  there  waa  suffi. 
^nt  opportunity  to  make  the  motion  then,  and  which  had 
been  now  made.  And  now  that  members  had  come  here 
prepared  to  go  into  the  subject,  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
Bad  made  his  motion.  He  disclaimed  having  thrown  out 
the  idea  that  the  subject  was  not  to  be  acted  on,  after  the 
explanation  had  been  given,  and  restated  what  he  had 
said.  He  reminded  the  Senate  that  the  report  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  by  a  nujori^  of 
one  vote,  and  the  reference  could  have  been  denied,  had 
.  the  Senator  from  Virginia  given  bis  tote  another  way. 
He  stated  that  this  refcrenee  was  contnty  to  alt  eongres- 
.  rional  practice,  as  ftr  as  Us  experience  enabled  turn  to 
decide.  He  expressed  a  hope  ttitf  dw  Senate  would  take 
up  the  subject  of  the  public  land^  and  tafftt  the  other 
btisiness  to  stand  over. 

Hr.  WHITE  exphuned,  and  repeated  that  it  waa  tiie 
vWi  of  the  eommittee  to  fo  into  executtve  businesa  on 
Monday,  and  it  had  been  Ins  intention  to  make  the  motion, 
but  tbr  the  reason  he  bad  alrndy  nven.  Tlie  connnttee 
iridied  to  dispose  of  the  executive  buHneas  and  he  would 
then  go  with  pleasure  into  any  other  bnnpesa  when  that 
should  be  settted. 

Hr.  MUXER  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  principles  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  but  he  was 
opposed  to  the  bill,  and  was  ready  to  do  any  thing  to  kill 
the  bill.  He  had  voted  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
Committee  on  Pnbfic  Lands  to  exanune  the  subject,  and 
to  preaant  Uieir  viewi,  and  be  was  now  wilUng  to  permit 
the  Comnuttee  on  Manu&ctuies  to  repfy  to  the  expoution 
of  the  Committee  on  Pubho  Landsr  He  stated  that  as 
the  executive  subject  wbieb  bad  be«i  lO  kmg  lii^ring 
here,  had  been  intemipted,  he  would  votcagamat  going 
into  execafive  seasion. 

Mr.  KING  Slid  be  should  vote  against  taking  up  the 
aubjeot  of  the  pubUo  lands,  and  in  lavor  of  going  into 
executive  bumesK  Tfae  subject  of  the  public  lands  had 
been  pushed  through  to  the  pirint  which  it  had  now  reach- 
ed; and  he  was  opposed  to  putting  aside  other  buMness, 
to  take  up  a  subject  which,  instead  of  being  disposed'  of 
in  two  or  three  days,  would,  if  the  state  of  the  session 
would  permit,  occupy  two  or  three  weeks. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  sUted  that  the  ^nate  were  wasting 
the  day  in  a  discuasionof  no  utilitv.  The  Senate  bad  been 
engaged  on  a  very  important  hill,  when  the  motion  was 
made  to  lay  it  on  the  t^Ie,  in  order  to  take  up  tiie  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands.  If  a  motion  had  been  made  to 
lay  on  the  table  any  bill  in  order  to  go  into  executive 
bunoess,  H  would  have  been  deemed  discourteous  in  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  to  have  Interposed  his  motion. 
It  was  equally  <&eourteou8  to  interpose  a  motion  to  go 
into  executive  'businesst  and  this  kind  of  discourte^  he 
bad  never  witnessed  before  rinee  he  had  bent  in  tbe  Se- 
nate. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  dtsobumed  any  idea  of  dtring  injustice 
to  the  Senatm-  from  Kentucky,  or  acting  unkindly  towards 
him,  in  his  motion  to  go  into  executtve  business.  It  was 
entirely  to  be  referred  to  the  importance  <tf  the  unfinished 
business  in  executive  ses«on. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  aid  hA  had  intended  to  «Me  to  fo 


into  executive  bunnessi  but,  as  tbe'  Senate  bad  Ud  tbe 
bill  in  relation  to  internal  improvements  on  the  tible, 
with  an  implied  assent  that  the  subject  of  the  pabbe  hodi 
should  be  taken  up,  he  should  now  vote  to  go  into  thh 
subject. 

Mr.  HOORE  said  he  Aould  vote  against  gmng  into  ex- 
ecutive scKsion,  ahhough  he  should  vote  against  the  bin. 
He  adverted  to  tbe  immense  audience  which  bad  bees 
collected  for  the  putpose  of  hearing  the  debate  set  forts- 
day;  and,  although  he  made  no '  pretennmis  to  gsDuiby 
himself,  he  was  -  not  disposed  to  disappoint  tbe  expecta- 
tions of  such  an  autUence. 

Mr.  BUCKNER  said  that,  being  opposed  to  the  iii» 
sure,  he  would  have  voted  against  taking  up  the  mar 
sure  in  any  fwm,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  fwgnng 
into  executive  bumnesa.  He  repeated  what  had  «ca 
sud  as  to  the  time  which  the  aubjeet  of  tbe  public  hab 
would  occupy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Pexsm'siDotiM^ 
and  n^atived  as  follows: 

YEAS. — McBsra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Ibl- 
las,  Dudley,  Ellia,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill.  Ksiw, 
King,  Hangum,  Harcy,  Robinion,  Smith,  Sj/ngat,  Tm- 
well,  Troup,  White,— 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers.  CUy»  Clqrton,  Vaek, 
crson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Ucndricki^  Hdma^ 
J<^nston,  Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  Pondexter, 
Prentiss,  Robbms,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Tipton,  TonliaMU^ 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webatir,  Wilfchis— 26. 

The  CHAIR  then  called  up  the  resolutions  offered  b; 
Hr.  EwiRs,  as  the  first  on  tlie  list  of  special  nden. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  EWING*  Ifae  reaokitiom  were  Udia 
the  table. 

PITBLIC  XjUn>9. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  IhII  to  appropriate,  for  * 
limited  tioie,  tbe  proceeds  of  tbe  public  landat  ^  ^ 
amendments  repoiled  by  the  Committee  on  Public  landi 
were  read. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  an  amendment,  fivi^ 
500.000  acres  to  each  of  the  States  of  Missouri.  Hiuii- 
sippi,  and  Louiuana;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  CLAY  then  rose,  and  said  that,  in  rinng  to  aildRa 
the  Senate,  he^wed,  in  tbe  fim  place,  tbe  exprewociof 
bis  hearty  thanks  to  the  majoriQ',  br  whose  vi)te,jii< 
given,  he  was  indulged  in  occupying  the  floor  on  tbtt  mort 
important  question.  He  was  bappy  to  see  that  the  diji 
when  sediUon  acts  and  gag  laws  were  in  force,  and  vbcs 
screws  were  api^ied  for  the  luppresaion  of  tbe  frecdoa 
of  speech  and  debate,  were  not  yet  torettmt;  andtbii, 
when  the  considcratitm  of  a  great  question  had  been  ^ 
cially  assgned  to  a  particular  day,  It  was  not  sllowed  to 
be  arrested  and  thrust  aside  by  an  unexpected  and  an- 
precedented  parliamentary  numnivre.  Tbe  deciaoa  « 
the  majority  demonstrated  that  fodings  of  libetalitf  m 
courtesy  and  kindneaa  still  nrev^ed  m  tbe  Senate,  iss 
that  they  would  be  extendi  even  to  one  of  die  bunbh' 
members  of  the  hody^  for  iuch,  he  amured  tbe  Sestfe. 
hefelthimaelfto  be." 

It  may  not  be  amiss  agsin  to  alhide  to  the  extrsonBaiT 
reference  of  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  to  the  Cmb- 
mittee  on  Manufactures.  I  have  nothing,  sud  Hr.  C-> 
to  do  with  the  motives  of  honorable  Senatan  *ho^ 
posed  the  majority  by  which  that  reference  was  vil^ 
The  decorum  prefer  in  thn  Hall  obliges  me  to  f^''"''^ 
th«r  motives  to  have  been  pure  and  patriotic.  BotriiU 

•  ThU  anmect  had  bren  m  down  Rtr  tkia  day.  f  I  «m  (W*^ 
nptxml,  ill  »Mi  tm  of  the  ftcmie,  tbai  ti  WMid  he  nto  'Pi  ^ 
thai  Mr.  CLAV  va«ld  oddrai  the  Snato.  The  »isbm  {r 
iK-nllf  tn  ibeir  mt*,  and  the  (allcrjr  and  MMm  ernwM.  At  w 
■luioniarf  hoar  be  martd  thu  ihe  nMtet  ptiMtoc  mmU  k  ■» 
Ml  tb«ubte,ti)  lalitt  sii  ib«  had  biU.^t  «m  eidmd  aetstdiKq^ 
AtUiUppiiittirtiiM-,Ur.  FOHSTTU  Bude  a  ■MlM^iWf^'!' 
Mr,  TA^WEU.,tW  Ihe  SeasM  praeced  ta  taiissw  l*"**^ 
'I'he  NMNiaB  w«  evmakd.— Utter*. 
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I  mutt  be  pennitted  to  regftfd  the  proceetUng  very  un- 
uaual.  Tbe  Seimte  has  a  ■tandingf  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  appointed  under  long  eatabliihed  rules.  The 
memben  of  that  comnuttee  ue  presumed  to  b«  well  «e- 
quaiated  with  tbe  subjeett  thejr  have  some  or  then  oc- 
cupied the  Mine  station  for  sasny  r^M^  ue  well  versed 
in  the  wh(4e  l^idstioit  on  the  public  lands,  and  fiuniKar 
with  every  branch  of  it— and  four  out  of  five  of  them  come 
from  tbe  new  States.  Tet,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all 
these  circumstances,  a  reference  was  ordered  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  to  the  Commktee  on  Manufactures,  a 
committee  than  wtucb  there  was  not  another  standing 
committee  the  Senate  whose  prescribed  duties  were 
more  incoi^itttous  with  the  public  dcMnun.  It  happened* 
in  tbe  ctmstitotion  of  tbe  Committee  on  Manuneturcs, 
that  there  was  not  a  solitary  Senatnr  frnnthe  new  States, 
and  but  one  from  any  Western  State.  We  had  earnestiy 
protested  u^unst  the  reference,  and  insisted  upon  its  im- 
proprie^i  but  we  were  overruled  by  the  majority,  in- 
cluoing  a  majority  of  Senators  fVom  the  new  States.  I 
will  not  attempt  an  expression  of  the  feelings  excited  in 
my  mind  on  that  occasion.  Whatever  taty  have  been  tbe 
intention  of  honorable  Senator^  I  eould  not  be  inseAsi- 
ble  to  the  embarrasiment  in  which  the  Cmunittee  on  Ma- 
nufactures was  placed,  and  e3q>eoaUy  myaelf.  Althpugb 
any  other  member  of  that  committee  would  have  render- 
ed himself  with  appropiiate  researches  and  proper  time, 
more  competent  than  I  was  to  understand  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands,  it  was  known  that,  from  iny  local  pow- 
tion,  I  alone  was  supposed  to  have  any  particular  know- 
kdgx^tbem,  Wnatever  enanatcd  from  the  comnut- 
tee was  likely,  therefore,  to  be  ascribed  to  me.  If  the 
Gomadttee  should  propose  a  measure  of  great  liberality 
towards  the  new  States,  the  old  States  might  complain. 
If  the  measure  should  seem  to  lean  towards  the  old  States, 
the  new  might  be  dissatisfied.  And  if  it  incUoed  to  nei- 
ther class  of  States,  but  recommended  a  plan  according 
to  which  there  would  be  distributed  impartial  justice 
among  all  the  Strte^  it'  vaa  fiv  from  eertun  that  any 
would  be  pleased. 

Without  venturing  to  attribvte  to  hoowable  Senators 
the  purpose  of  produdng  ttua  personal  embarrassment, 
I  feit  it,  as  a  necessary  consequence  from  their  act,  just 
as  much  as  if  it  had  been  in  theu*  contemplation.  Never- 
theless, the  Committee  on  Hanu&ctures  cheerfully  en- 
tered upon  the  duty  which,  against  ita  will,  was  thus 
assigned  to  it  by  tiie  Senate.  And.  for  the  causes  already 
noticed,  that  of  prepariiv  a  report,  and  suggesting  some 
measiuc  embtaoing  the  whole  subjeet,  devolved  in  the 
committee  upon  me.  The  general  features  of  our  land 
system  were  strongly  impressed  on  my  memory;  butl 
found  it  necessary  to  re-examine  some  of  tbe  treatteit, 
deeds  of  cession,  and  lavs  which  related  to  the  acquia- 
tion  and  administration  of  the  public  bndsi  and  ttien  to 
think  of,  md,  if  p<wsible,  strike  out,  some  prqject^  which, 
vidiout  inflicting  injury  upon  any  of  the  States,  might 
deal  equally  and  justiy  with  all  of  them.  Tbe  report 
and  bill  submitted  to  tite  Senate,  after  having  been  pre- 
viously sanctioned  by  a  majoriQr  of  the  conaraittee,  were 
the  resulta  of  this  connderation.  The  report,  with  the 
exception  of  the  principle  of  distrUHition  which  concludes 
it,  obtained  the  tinani  mows  concurrence  of  the  Coamutiee 
on  Manu  fixtures. 

The  report  and  bill  were  hardly  read  in  the  Senate  be- 
fore tbey  wm  violeatly  denounced.  And  tb^  were 
not  considered  by  tbe  Senate  befture  a  proposition  was 
made  to  refer  the  report  to  that  very  Committee  on 
Public  LdUtds,  to  whiciC  in  the  first  instance,  I  contended 
the  subject  oug^t  to  have  been  assigned.  It  was  in  vain 
that  we  remonstrated  against  such  a  proceedh^  as  un- 
precedented, as  imi^ying  unmerited  censure  on  the  Com- 
miuce  on  Maoufiicturesk  and  as  leadii^  to  intenmna^ 
ble  referencesi  for  what  more  reason  coold  there  be  to 


refer  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Manubctures  to  the 
Land  Comnuttee,  than  would  exist  for  a  subsequent  re- 
ference of  the  report  of  this  committee,  when  made,  to 
some  third  committee,  and  so  on  in  an  endless  circle^ 
In  spite  of  all  our  remonstrances^  the  same  majority, 
with  but  UtUe,  if  any,  rariation,  which  had  originally  re- 
solved to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Comn^ee  on  llanufrfr 
tures,  now  determined  to  comn^t  its  bill  to  the  Land 
Committee.  And  this  not  only  without  partlcnlar  examine 
tion  into  the  merita  of  that  bill,  but  without  Uie  avowal 
of  any  specific  amendment  which  was  deemed  necessary! 
Tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  after  the  lapse  of  some 
da}-s,  presented  a  report,  and  recommended  a  reduction 
of  the  price  ctf  the  public  lands  immediately  to.  one  dollar 
per  acre,  and  eventually  to  fifty  centa  per  aorei  and  tbe 
grant  to  the  new  States  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales,  instead  of  ten,  as  proposed  by  tbe 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  nothing  to  toe  old  States. 

And  now,  Mr.  Prendent,  1  denre,  at  this  time,  to  make 
a  few  observations  in  illustration  of  tbe  <»i(pi)al  reporti  to 
supply  some  omissions  in  its  compositiont  to  say  some- 
thing aa  to  the  power  and  rigbta  or  the  General  Gorem- 
ment  over  die  pub^  dMnaini  to  submit  a  few  remarks  on 
the  counter  repmii  and  to  examine  tbe  assumptions  which 
it  contained,  and  tihe  prindples  on  which  it  is  founded. 

No  sidijcct  which  had  presented  itself  to  tbe  presen^ 
or  perhaps  any  preceding  Congress,  was  of  greater  magni- 
tude than  that  of  tbe  public  lands.  There  was  another, 
indeed,  which  possessed  a  mor«  exdting  and  absorbii^f 
intern^  but  the  excitement  was  hap|^  but  temporaij 
in  ita  nature.  Long  after  we  shall  cease  to  be  agitated  1^ 
the  tariff,  ages  after  our  manufmcturcj  shall  have  acquired 
a  stabili^  and  perfection  wlucb  will  enable  them  suc- 
cessfully to  cope  with  the  manufactures  of  any  other 
country,  the  public  lands  will  remain  a  subject  of  deep 
and  enduring  interest.  In  whatever  view  we  contemplate 
them,  there  is  no  question  of  such  vast  importanee.  Aa 
to  their  extent,  there  is  pubUc  land  enou^  to  found  an 
empire!  atretdring  acrois  Ihe  immense  continent,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  fb»  Pacific  Ocean,  from  the  GtUf  of  Uextce 
to  Ae  Northwestern  lakes,  the  quantity,  according  to  ot 
fidal  surveys  and  estimates,  amounting  to  the  prodigioua 
sum  of  one  billion  and  eighty  millions  of  acres!  Aa 
to  the  duration  wT  the  interest  rmrded  as  a  source  of 
comfort  to  our  people,  and  of  pubuc  income,  during  the 
last  year,  when  the  greatest  quantity  was  sokl  that  evcTa 
in  one  year,  bad  been  previously  sold,  it  amounted  to 
less  than  three  nrillions  of  acres,  produtung  tliree  m'd- 
lions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Assumingthatyearasaffbrdiiw 
the  standard  rate  at  which  the  lands  will  be  annually  sold, 
it  would  require  tliree  hundred  years  to  dispose  of  them. 
But  the  Bales  will  probably  be  accelerated,  from  increased 
popuktion  and  ether  causes.  We  may  safely,  however* 
anticipate  that  loni^  if  not  centurie%  after  tbe  present 
day,  the  representatives  at  our  clulflren's  children  mi^ 
be  delibetmting  in  tbe  Halls  of  CoogrcM  on  la»s  relating 
to  the  public  Unda. 

The  subject,  in  other  pointa  of  view,  challenged  the 
fullest  attention  of  an  American  statesman.  If  there  was 
any  one  orcunutance.  more  than  all  otliers,  which  dibtio- 
gtushed  our  happy  condition  from  that  of  the  nations  of 
the  Old  World,  it  was  the  posseswon  of  this  vast  national 
property,  and  the  resources  which  it  afforded  to  our  peo- 
ple and  our  GpvemmenL  No  European  nation  (possibly 
witii  tbe  exception  of  Buana)  conmwoded  such  an  ample 
resource.  With  respect  to  the  other  republics  of  this 
continent,  we  have  no  information  that  any  of  them  have 
yet  adopted  a  regular  system  of  previous  survey  and  sub- 
sequent sale  of  their  wild  landa,  lo  convenient  tracts,  well 
dehned,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  all.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  ^^ability  is  that  they  adhere  to  the  ruinous 
and  mad  qvten  of  old  Spain,  according  to  which  laige 
lURsnrveyed  district*  are  panted  to  fowite  individiwb. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1099 


GALE8  &  S£AT0N*8  REGISTER 


1100 


•uTiTB.]  PtMe  Laadi.  [Juvi  30,  1833. 


prejudidal  Co  them*  who  often  nnk  under  the  mcum- 
hnnco,  uid  ^  in  poverty,  whibt  regular  catrent  of 
emilftfttion  ti  ehecKod  and  diverted  from  iu  legitimate 
cditnnek. 

And  if  there  be  in  the  opentttona  of  ttus  Government 
one,  vbidi,  more  than  any  other,  dispUys  consummate  wia* 
dom aad  itateamanriyp,  itiadiatnitem  by  whieh  tbepub- 
Ve  lands  have  been  so  saccesdully  adnniustered.  We 
riiould  pause,  soltiainly  pause,  before  we  subvert  it.  We 
Aould  toiich  it  beritatingly,  and  with  the  gentlest  hand. 
The  prudent  managementorthepubliclanfb,  in  the  handx 
of  the  General  Government,  will  oe  more  manifest  by  con- 
trastinr  it  with  that  of  sevenl  of  the  States,  which  bad  the 
disposu  of  large  bodies  of  wastelands.  Virginia  possess- 
ed an  ample  omnain  west  of  the  mountains  and  in  the 
present  Btmte  of  Kentucky,  over  andabove  her  mnnifitwnt 
cession  tothe  General  Gwemment  Pressed  for  pecuni- 
Ky  means  by  the  revohilionary  war,  she  brouf^  her 
wild  landa,  during'  its  prmrress^  into  niarktf^  receiving 
payment  in  paper  mtmey.  Tnere  werenoprevioussurveys 
of  tiie  waste  lands — no  townships,  no  sections,  no  official 
definition  or  descriplioa  of  tracts.  Each  purchaser  msde 
his  own  loGstioo,  describing:  tlic  ktndboi^it  as  he  thou|^t 
proper.  These  locations  or  descriptions  were  often  vague 
■od  uncertain.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  same 
tract  was  not  anftequentiy  entered  various  times  1^  differ- 
ent purchasers,  so  as  to  be  literaHy  shinned  over  with  con- 
flicting clums.  The  State,  perhaps,  sold  in  this  way 
much  more  land  than  it  was  entitled  to,  but  then  it  recav- 
ed  nothing  in  return  that  was  viduablet  whilst  the  pur- 
chasers, in  consequenoe  of  the  clashing  and  interference 
between  Ibeir  rignt^  were  exposed  to  tedious,  vexatious, 
and  ruinous  litigation.  Kentucky  long  and  severely  su^ 
lered  from  tlua  cause,  and  is  just  emer^ngfrom  tbetrou- 
bles  brought  upon  her  by  improvident  land  legislation. 
Western  Virpnta  bas  also  suffered  greatly,  though  not  to 
tile  same  extent. 

The  State  of  Oeoi^fia  had  large  bocUes  of  waste  lands, 
which  she  disposed  of  in  a  manner  satisfsctoiy  no  doubt 
to  herself,  but  astonishing  to  every  one  of  that  common- 
wealth. Aoeording  to  her  syitem,  waste  lands  ire  distri- 
butedinlotteriesamongthe  people  of  the  State,  in  oonfiv- 
ni^  with  the  enactments  of  the  Legislature.  And  when 
one  district  of  country  is  disposed  of,  as  there  arc  many 
whodo  not  draw  prises,  the  unsuccesdul  call  out'for  fteso 
dsta^butions.  These  are  made,  from  time  to  time,  as 
lands  are  acquired  from  the  Indians;  and  hence  one  of 
the  causes  of  the  aVidity  witii  which  the  Indian  lands  are 
sought.  It  is  manifest  that  neither  the  present  generar 
tion  nor  posterity  can  derive  much  advantage  from  this 
mode  of  alienating  public  lands.  On  the  contrary,  I  ^uiuld 
think,  it  cannot  nit  to  engender  speculation  and  a  spirit 
of  gambling. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  in  virtue  of  a  compact  with  Vir- 
ginis,  acquired  a  right  to  a  quantity  of  public  lands  south 
of  Green  river.  Neglecting  to  profit  by  the  unfortunate 
exunple  of  the  parent  State,  she  did  not  order  the  country 
to  be  surveyed  previous  to  its  being  offered  to  purchasers. 
Seduced  by  some  of  those  wild  land  projects,  of  which  at 
^1  times  there  have  been,  some  afloat,  and  which  hitherto 
the  General  Government  alone  has  firmly  rewsted,-  she  was 
tempted  to  offer  her  waste  lands  to  settlers,  at  different 
prices,  under  the  name  of  head  rights  or  pre-emptions. 
As  the  laws,  like  most  legiriation  upon  such  subjects,  were 
■omewhat  loosely  WOTtled,  the  keen  eye  of  the  speculator 
soon  discerned  the  defeeta,  and  he  took  advantage  of 
them.  Instaneei  had  oecurred  of  masters  obtaining  certi- 
ficates of  head  riglrts  in  the  name  of  their  slaves,  and  thus 
securing  the  Wnd,  in  contravention  of  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature.  Slaves  generally  have  but  one  name,  being 
called  Tom,  Jack,  Dick,  or  Rarry.  To  conceal  the  frmud, 
the  owner  would  add  Black,  or  some  other  cognominttion, 
so  that  the  certificate  would  rend  Tom  Black,  Jack  Black, 


Stc  The  genUeman  from  Tennessee  (Hr.  GBrasr]  will 
remember,  some  twenty  odd  years  ago,  when  we  were 
both  members  of  the  Kentucky  L^slature,  that  I  took  oc- 
casion to  animadvert  upon  these  fraudulent  piactices,  lad 
observed  that,  when  the  names  came  to  be  alphibrtud, 
the  truth  woukl  be  told,  whatever  mirbt  be  the  bngii^ 
of  the  recordi  tar  tlie  alphidiet  woud  read  Black  Ton, 
Bhek  Harty,  8cc.  Kei^icky  realized  more  in  her  tra> 
aury  than  thie  parent  State  had  done,  eoondeiina;  that  dK 
bad  but  a  remnant  ef  pubUc  lands,  and  she  added  how- 
what  to  heppopulation.  But  they  were  far  less  snikUt 
than  they  would  have  been  Under  a  syttem  of  pKiim 
survey  and  regular  ssle. 

These  observations  in  respect  to  the  course  of  the  re- 
sectable States  referred  to,  in  relation  to  tb«r  pubfic 
lands^  are  not  prompted  by  any  unUnd  fediim  tovanli 
them,  but  to  shew  the  superiority  of  the  land  ijstem  cf 
the  United  States. 

Under  the  system  .of  the  General  Government,  ihevii. 
dom  of  which,  in  some  respects,  is  admitted  even  bj  ite 
report  of  the  Land  Committee,  the  countiy  subject  to  id 
operation,  beyond  the  Alleghany  mountains,  hai  rspidlf 
advanced  in  population,  improvement,  and  proaperi^. 
The  example  of  die  State  of  Ohio  was  emphatically  nM 
on  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  MaAufactures-ib 
milUon  of  people,  its  canals  and  other  impTovemenl^  ib 
flourishing  towns,  its  lu^ly  cultivated  fields,  all  put  tbst 
within  less  than  forty  years.  To  weaken  the  force  of  tlui 
example,  tiie  Tisnd  Committee  deity  that  the  popub^ 
of  that  State  is  principally  setded  upon  public  undId^ 
rived  frnn  the  General  Oovermnent.  But,  Mr.  Pmidcnt, 
with  great  deftrenee  to  that  eonnnltee,  I  naistssy  thitit 
labors  under  mis^xprduDRon.  Three-liMrtbs,  if  n<Afi»^ 
fifths,  of  the  population  of  that  State  are  settled  uDcn 
public  lands  purchased  from  the  United  States,  and  (kj 
are  the  most  Sourishing  parts  of  the  State.  For  tlie  c«- 
rectness  of  this  statement,  1  appeal  to  my  friend  fna 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ewiira]  near  me.  He  knows,  as  well  ■>  ld<v 
that  the  rich  valleys  of  the  Miami  of  Ohio,  and  tbe  His- 
mee  of  the  Lake,  the  Scioto,  and  the  Muskiwim,  uc 
prindpally  settled  by  parsons  deriving  titlcc  to  thrir  hndi 
from  oie  United  Statea  ' 

In  a  twtional  point  of  view,  one  of  the  greatest  adns- 
tages  whi^  these  public  lands  in  the  West,  and  this  ij* 
tern  of  selling  them,  affords,  is  the  resource  wliidt  tkr 
present  against  pressure  and  want,  in  other  parts  of  tlx 
Union,  from  the  vocations  of  society  being  too  chidj 
filled,  and  too  much  crowded.  They  constanthr  ** 
sustain  the  price  of  labor,  by  the  opportunity  whicb  thej 
offer  of  the  acquisition  of  fertile  land  at  a  moderate  price, 
and  the  consequent  temptation  to  emigrate  ftoa  tbcsc 
parts  of  the  Union  where  labor  may  be  badly  revirded. 

The  progress  of  settlement,  and  the  improveoient  in  tkc  ' 
fortunes  and  condition  of  individuals,  under  the  optn- 
tion  of  this  beneficent  system,  sre  as  aimple  as  tbey  m 
manifest.  Pioneers  of  a  more  adventurous  chsncter,  al- 
vancing  before  the  tide  of  emigration,  penetrate  into  the 
uninhabited  refpima  the  West.  They  apply  the  ssett 
the  forest,  which  fallsbefore  them,  or  the  pknghtoOt 
prurie,  denily  sinking  its  share  in  the  unbroken 
grasses  in  which  it  abounds.  Tbn  build  houses,  plutir 
chards,  enclose  fields,  cultivate  the  earth,  and  mr  Vf 
Amilies  around  them.  Meantime,  the  tide  of  emignti^ 
flows  upon  them,  their  improved  fiurna  rise  in  valoe,  sd^ 
mand  for  them  takes  place,  they  sell  to  the  new  cano>^ 
a  great  advance,  and  proceed  futber  wes^  with  uqw 
means  to  pHrcIuMfNmGovermiEKnt,atreasoBsbkpiiM 
sufficient  land  for  all  the  membera  of  their  faioiliM- 
Another  and  another  tide  aucceeds  the  firs^  puhia;  <* 
weMwardly  the  previous  settlers,  who,  in  their  tunt)  i» 
out  their  lanns,  constantly  augmentii^  in  price,  until 
arrive  at  a  fixed  and  stationary  value.  In  tt^  ^ 
sands  and  tens  of  thousands  are  daily  iBsprovog  t^ir  °^ 
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cunutMicei,  mnd  b«ttering  their  eondition.  1  bare  often 
witnessed  thin  {^nitiiying  pri^eH.  On  the  same  fkrm, 
you  may  BOinetimes  behold,  ataiidinff  log'cther,  the  first 
rude  cftbin  of  round  and  unhewn  logs,  and  wooden  chim- 
neys, the  hewed  log  house,  chinktrd  and  siiingled,  with 
stone  or  brick  chimneys;  and,  lastly,  the  comfortable  brick 
or  stone  dwelling;  each  denoting  tlie  diflerent  occupantu 
of  the  farm,  or  the  several  stages  of  the  condition  of  the 
Bune  occupant*  What  other  nation  can  boast  of  such  an 
outlet  for  its  increasing  population,  such  bountiful  means 
of  promoting  their  prosperity,  and  securingtheir  indepen- 
dence? 

To  the  public  lands  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  espeeially 
to  the  existing  system  by  which  they  are  distributed  with 
BO  much  regularity  and  equity,  are  we  indebted  for  these 
signal  benefits  in  our  national  condition.  And  every  con- 
nderation  of  duty  t6  ouraelves  and  to  posterity  enjoins 
tliat  we  should  abaUin  from  the  adoptioa  of  any  wild  pro- 
ject that  would  cast  away  this  vast  national  property, 
held  by  the  General  Government  in  sacred  tnt&l  for  the 
whole  people  ojf  the  United  States,  and  forbids  that  we 
sitould-raahly  touch  asyitem  which  has  been  so  success- 
fully tested  by  experience. 

It  has  been  only  within  a  few  years  that  restless  men 
have  thrown  before  the  pubho  their  viuonary  plans  for 
squandering  the  public  domain.  With  the  exisung  laws, 
the  great  State  at  the  West  is  satisfied  and  contented.  She 
hasfeh  tbnr  benefit,  and  grown  great  and  powerful  under 
their  sway.  She-  knows  and  tcBtifics  to  the  hberality  of 
the  General  Government  in  the  administration  of  the  pub- 
lic Unds,  extended  alike  to  her  and  to  the  other  new  States. 
There  are  no  petitions  from,  no  movements  in,  Ohio,  p>ro- 
posing  vital  and  radical  oliaiiges  in  the  system.  During 
the  king  period,  in  tlie  House  ^Bepresentatives  and  in  the 
Senate,  that  her  upright  and  unambitious  citizen,  the  first 
Representative  of  that  State,  and  afterwards  succesuvely 
Senator  and  <7ovemor,  preyed  over  the  CoDimittee  on 
Public  Lands,  we  heard  of  none  oftiiese  chimerical  schemes. 
All  went  on  smoothly,  and  quietly,  and  safely.  No  man, 
in  the  sphere  within  which  We  acted,  «ver  commanded  or 
deserved  the  impUcit  confidence  of  Congress  raose  than 
Jeremiali  Morrow.  There  existed  a  perfect  persua»on 
of  his  entire  impartially  and  justice  between  the  oldStjUes 
and  tiie  new.  A  few  artiess  but  sensible  words,  pronounc- 
ed m  luspUn  Scotch  Iriali  dialect,  were  always  sufficient 
to  ensure  the  passage  of  any  bill  or  resolution  which  he 
repwted.  For  about  twenty-five  years,  there  was  nO  es- 
sential change  in  the  systemt  and  tliat  which  was  at  lost 
niade,  varying  the  price  of  the  public  lands  from  two  dol- 
lars, at  which  it  bad  all  that  time  remained,  to  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter,  at  which  it  has  been  fixed  only  about  ten  or 
twdrayean,  was  founded  mainly  on  the  consideration  of 
abolishing  the  previous  cu-edits. 

Assuming  the  dupfication  of  our  population  in  terms  of 
twenty-five  years,  tlie  demand  for  waste  land,  at  the  end 
of  every  term,  will  at  least  be  doubh:  what  it  was  at  the 
commencedienL  But  the  ratio  of  the  increased  demand 
will  be  nwch  greater  than  the  increase  of  tiie  whole  popu- 
lation of  ttie  United  Stately  because  the  Western  Statea 
nearvst  to  or  including  tlie  public  lands  populate  much 
more  rapidly  than  other  parte  of  the  Union:  and  it  will  be 
from  them  tiiatthe  greatest  current  of  emigration  will 
flow.  At  this  moment  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee 
are  the  most  migrating  AUtea  in  the  Uiuon. 

To  supply  tius  conauntly  augmenting  demand,  the  poli- 
cy which  has  littherto  cfiaracterized  the  General  Govern- 
ment, has  been  higtily  liberal  both  towards  imlividuals  and 
the  new  Statea.  Large  tracts,  far  lurpasang  the  demand 
of  purchaser^  in  every  climate  and  situation  adapted  to 
Uie  wants  of  all  parte  of  tlie  Union,  are  brought  into  the 
market  at  moderate  prices,  the  .Government  having  sus- 
tained all  the  expense  of  the  originid  purchase,  and  of 
•lUTefiBfriiinrkiiif,  and  dtvidiair  the  land.  Forfif^dol* 


lars,  any  poor  man  may  parchasc  forty  acras  of  fint  rat« 
bndi  aikd,  for  less  than  uie  wages  of  one  year's  Ubor,  he 
may  buy  «^ty  aeres..  To  the  new  States,  also*  hat  the 

Government  been  liberal  and  generous  in  the  grante  for 
schools  and  for  internal  improvements,  as  wellas  in  reduc- 
ing the  debt  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  lands  by  tite 
citizens  of  those  States  who  were  tempted,  in  a  spirit  of 
inordinate  speculation,  to  purchase  too  much  or  at  too  high 
prices. 

Such  is  a  rapid  oi^ne  of  this  invalaable  national  pro- 
perty— ot  the  system  which  regulates  ite  management  and 
distributkm,  and  of  the  efTecte  of  that  ^stem.  We  mi^ht 
here  pause,  and  wonder  that  there  should  be  a  disposiuon 
with  any  to  waste  or  throw  away  this  great  resource,  or  to 
ab(^ish  a  system  which  has  been  fraught  with  so  many 
manifest  advantages.  Nevertheljess,  tliere  are  such,  who, 
impatient  with  the  slow  and  natural  operation  of  wise 
laws,  have  put  forth  various  pretenrions  and  prcgecto  con' 
ceming  the  pubKc  lands  within  a  few  years  past.  One  of 
these  pretensions  is  an  assumption  of  the  sovereign  ri^t 
of  the  new  States  to  all  the  lands  within  their  respectiva 
limits,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  General  Government,  and 
to  the  exclufflon  of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States 
those  in  the  new  States  only  excepted.  It  is  my  purpose 
noir  to  trace  the  origin,  examine  the  natuie,  and  ezfiOM 
the  injustice  of  this  pretensimi. 

This  pretennon  may  be  fUrly  ascribed  to  the  propoil* 
tions  of  the  gentleman  fi:>om  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bxittob,]  to 
graduate  the  public  lands,  to  reduce  the  price,  and  to  cede 
the  refiise"  lands  (a  term  which,  I  believe,  originated 
with  him)  to  the  States  within  which  they  lie. .  Prompt* 
ed,  probably,  by  these  propositions,  a  late  Governor  of 
Illinois,  unwilling  to  be  outdone,  presented  an  elaborate 
messuje  to  the  Legislature  of  tut  Stat^  in  which  he 
gravely  and  formally  asserted  the  right  of  that  State  to  all 
Uie  land  of  the  United  States  comprehended  within  ita 
limits.  It  must  be  allowed  that  the  Qoremor  was  a  most 
impartial  judge,  and  the  Leg^lature  a  most  disinterested 
tribunal,  to  decide  such  a  question. 

The  Senator  ft-oro  Missouri  was  chanting,  most  sweetly^ 
to  the  tune  "refuse  lands,*'  "refuse  lands,"  "refuse 
lands,"  on  the  Missouri  sitte  of  the  Ifiinsnppit  and  the 
soft  struns  of  lus  music  having  caught  the  ear  of  his  Ex- 
cellency on  the  Illinois  adc,  he  jmned  in  chorus,  and 
struck  an  octave  higher.  The  Senator  from  Missouri 
wished  only  to  pick  up  some  crumbs  which  fell  from  Unr 
cle  Sam's  table;  but  the  Governor  resolved  to  grasp  the 
whole  loaf.  Ilie  Senator  modestly  claimed  only  an  old 
smoked,  rejected  jointt  but  the  stomach  of  bis  Excellem^ 
yeamed  alter  the  whole  hog!  The  Govemw  peeped 
over  the  MisMssppi  into  Missouri,  and  saw  the  Senator 
leisurely  roaming  in  some  rich  pastures,  on  bite  of  refuse 
land.  He  returned  to  UUnois,  and,  springing  into  the 
grand  prairie,  determined  to  claim  and  occupy  it  in  all  ita 
boundless  extent. 

Then  came  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
[Mr.  Tasbwsu,]  in  May,  1836,  in  the  following  words: 
"  Rooked,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  Ututed  States  to 
cede  and  aurrender  to  the  several  States,  irithhi  whose 
limitt  the  same  majr  be  sttuatcd*  all  the  ri^t,  title,  and 
interest  of  the  United  Stidei  to  any  lands  lying  and  being 
within  the  boundaries  of  such  States,  respectively,  upea 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
due  observance  of  the  public  fait^,  and  with  the  general 
interest  of  the  United  S  tates. "  The  latter.words  rendered 
the  resolution  somewhat  arobiguousi  but  still  it  contem- 
pUted  a  cession  and  surrender.  SulMec^uently  the  Sena- 
tor  from  Virginia  proposed,  aAer  a  certain  time,  a  gratui- 
tous surrender  of  all  unsold  lands,  to  be  applied  bv  the 
Legmlature  in  support  of  education,  and  the  iDt^mal  im- 
provement of  the-  £>tate. 

[HereMr.TAZEWELLcontrovertedthettatemeBt.  Mr. 
Cut  oaUedtotfaeScoretair-tohandUm  the  journal  of 
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April,  1838.  which  be  held  vp  to  the  Scnit^  and  rewl 
from  it  the  rollowinr: 

*<  The  bill  to  gnatMtt  the  price  of  Ae  public  Undt,  to 
nuke  donatiotu  thereof  to  actual  aetUcn,  and  to  cede  the 
refuM  to  the  Statei  in  wlyeh  tbejr  li^  bein|>  under  conn- 
detalion, 

•'Mr  TAHwau.  mored  to  insert  Uie  fiillowtnf  as  a  aub- 
■titute:  That  the  land  wbiOt  riwll  have  been  aubject  to 
■ale  under  the  provirioni  of  this  act,  and  aball  remain  un- 
wM  for  two  jean,  after  having  been  offered  at  twen^- 
five  cents  per  acre,  tball  be,  aiMl  the  mme  it,  ceded  to  the 
State  in  vliich  the  eame  may  He,  to  be  appUed  by  the 
I.eg^Maturc  tiiereof  in  Hipport  of  education,  aiid  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  the  State."] 

Thua,  it  appear^  not  only  that  the  honorable  Senator 
pmpooed  the  cennon,  but  tbowed  bimaclf  the  fiieod  of 
education  and  internal  improrementi,  by  means  derived 
from  the  General  Cownment.  For  thia  liberd  dispon- 
tion,  on  bia  part,  I  beliere  it  waa  that  the  State  of  Hia- 
fouri  honored  a  nev  cpun^  with  lua  name.  ]f  he  had 
carried  hii  propoiition,  that  Slate  nugfat  well  bare  granted 
a  principalit)-  to  him. 

The  memorial  of  the  Lcwtalature  at  Ofiooi^  probably 
produced  by  the  meaaage  of  the  Governor  already  noticed, 
had  been  presented,  aaaerting  a  claim  to  the  public  lands. 
And  it  seems  (althougb  the  fict  had  eacaped  my  recollec- 
tion, until  I  was  reminded  of  it  by  one  of  her  8«n«tora 
[Hr.  HsHBBicKs]  the  other  day)  that  the  LegiaUture  of 
Indiana  had  instructed  her  Senators  to  bring  forward  a 
wmilar  claim.    At  the  last  aeaaion,  however,  of  the  Le- 

fialature  of  that  SUte,  resolutions  had  passed,  mstructiiv 
er  delegation  to  obtein  from  the  General  Government 
eeirioni  of  the  unappropriated  public  lands  or  the  most 
ftvorable  terma.  It  is  clear,  from  thia  laat  expreaaion  of 
the  will  of  that  I^gialature,  that,  on  reconsideration,  it 
believed  the  right  to  the  public  lands  to  be  in  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  and  not  in  the  SUte  of  Indiana.  For,  if 
they  did  not  belong  to  the  General  Government,  it  bad 
nothing  to  cede;  if  they  belonged  already  to  the  State,  no 
ceariott  wavncceasary  to  the  perfection  of  the  right  of  the 
State. 

I  will  here  submit  a  paanng  observation.  If  the  Gene, 
ral  Government  had  the  power  to  cede  the  public  lands 
to  the  new  States,  for  particukr  purposes,  and  on  pre- 
scribed conditions,  its  power  must  be  uoqueatioiiabte  to 
make  aome  reaervations,  for  umilar  pur)ioses,  in  behalf 
of  the  old  States.  Its  power  cannot  be  without  limit  aa  to 
the  new  States,  and  drcumacribcd  and  restricted  aa  to  the 
old.  Its  eapaci^  to  bestow  bene&ta,  or  di^ense  justice, 
1b  not  confined  to  the  new  States,  but  ia  co-exlenaive  with 
the  whole  Union.  It  may  grant  to  all,  or  it  can  grant  to 
none.  And  thia  eompreUenaive  equity  ia  not  only  in  cop- 
formity  with  the  apint  of  the  ceasiona  in  the  deeds  from 
the  ceding  States,  but  is  expreaaly  enjoined  by  the  terms 
of  those  cTeeda. 

Such  is  the  probable  origin  of  the  pretennon  which  1 
have  been  ttarangf  and  lutw  let  us  exaoune  its  nature  and 
fbtmdatton.  The  argument  in  behalf  of  the  new  States 
is  founded  on  the  notion  that,  aa  the  old  States,  upon  com. 
logout  of  the  revolutionary  war,  had  or  cUimeda  right  to 
all  the  lands  within  their  reapective  Umita,  aiid  aa  the  new 
Sutea  have  been  admitted  into  tlie  Union  on  the  aame 
footing  and  condition,  in  all  respects,  with  the  old,  there- 
to thev  are  entitled  to  M  the  waste  lands  embraced 
within  th'etr  boundariea.  But  the  argument  foigeto  that 
all  the  revolutionary  States  had  not  waste  laiidst  that  some 
had  but  very  tittle,  and  others  none.  It  ftagets  tl»t  the 
right  of  the  States  to  the  waste  lands  wiUiiii  their  limiu 
was  controverted)  and  that  it  was  insisted  that,  as  they  had 
been  ctmquered  in  a  common  war,  waged  with  common 
means,  and  attended  witli  general  aacnficea,  the  public 
lands  should  be  held  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  tlie 
States.   It  forgets  that,  in  conscquenoe  of  this  riglit,  a»- 


aerted  in  behalf  oT  Oe  whi4e  Union,  the  States  ttatooa. 
tained  any  large  bodies  of  waate  hnda,  (sad  Vn^m, 
particularly,  that  had  the  moe^)  ceded  then  to  the  Unioa 
for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  Slatea.  H  forgets  that  Ae 
very  equality  wititHi  b  the  bans  of  the  atgnmem  vonld 
be  totahy  aubverted  by  the  admiasion  of  the  vafiditf  of  the 
pretenson.  For  how  would  the  amMer  dien  standi  Tte 
revolutionary  States  will  have  divested  themselves  of  ihe 
large  districts  of  vacant  landa  which  they  eoataiiwd,  fat 
the  common  benefit  of  all  tlie  Stalei^andtiioaeauMluidi 
will  enure  to  the  benefit  of  tiie  new  Statea  exdiwTe)}'. 
There  will  be,  on  the  auppontion  of  the  validity  of  the 
pretenaion,  a  reveraal  of  the  condition  of  dte  two  cbaet 
of  Statea.  Inatead  of  the  old  having,  aa  is  alleged,  tk 
wild  landa  whidk  they  included  at  Uie  epod)  of  the  ten- 
hidon,  they  will  have  none^  and  die  new  States  aU.  Aid 
thia  in  the  name  and  Iot  the  purpose  of  cquaBty  anai| 
all  the  members  of  the  eonfoderat^!  What,  capeoalh, 
would  be  the  aituation  of  Virginia*  She  magnaniffloiiHr 
ceded  an  empire  in  extent  for  the  common  t>eiiefit  And 
now  it  is  propoaed  not  mdy  to  withdraw  that  einjurclnai 
the  object  of  ita  aoleron  dedication  to  the  use  of  all  tbe 
States,  but  to  drayher  anyparddpalian  intWandapprs- 
priate  it  exclnnvely  to  Uie  benefit  of  the  new  SWa 
carved  out  of  it. 

If  the  new  SUtes  had  any  right  to  the  public  hndi, 
in  order  to  produce  the  very  equaU^  contended  for,  ^ 
ought  forthwith  to  cede  that  rig4tt  to  the  Unkm,  fw  tlie 
common  benefit  of  all  the  Statea.  Having  no  such  ri|^ 
they  ought  to  acqiueace  cheerfully  in  an  equality  vhicb 
do^  in  fiwt,  now  exist  between  them  and  the  M  Siaui- 
The  ComBittee  on  Manufrcturea  has  dca^  ikowi 
that,  if  tiie  rig^  were  recognised  in  the  new  Stated 
now  exiating,  to  the  public  lands  within  th^hiniti)  eadi 
of  the  new  States,  aa  they  might  hereafter  be  auccenr^ 
admitted  into  the  Union,  woidd  have  the  aame  right;  ana 
consequently  tliat  the  pretennon  under  exanunation  e» 
bracea,  in  eAect,  the  whole  public  domain, that  abilb* 
and  eighty  millions  of  acres  of  land. 

The  right  of  the  Vnion  to  the  public  lands  taineonteia- 
ble.  k  ou^t  not  to  be  conadered  debatable.  It  neio 
was  questioned  but  by  a  few,  whose  monstrous  bcre^.  >t 
waa  probably  supposed,  would  escape  animadvenaonfna 
the  enormity  of  the  absurdity,  and  tlic  utter  impncttca- 
bility  of  tbeaucceas  of  the  chum.  The  right  of  the  vbolt 
is  sealed  by  the  blood  of  the  revolution,  founded  upoa  «■ 
lemii  deeds  of  cession  from  sovereign  Stales,  dclibcr^ 
executed  in  the  fiice  of  the  world,  or  resting  upon  nitioisl 
treaties  emcluded  with  foreign  Powers,  on  ample  eqai- 
valenta  contributed  from  the  common  treasury  of  the  {M- 
pie  of  the  United  States. 

This  right  of  the  whole  was  stamped  upon  the  bee  of 
the  new  States  at  the  very  instant  of  their  partuiitioa 
They  admitted  and  recognised  it  with  their  fest  bm^ 
They  hold  their  stations,  as  members  of  the  ccMifedcn^i 
in  virtue  of  tlut  adnussion.  The  Senators  who  ait  beiCi 
and  the  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
thtf  new  States,  deliberate  in  Conmas  with  other  Sms- 
tors  and  Representatives,  under  uiat  admiwaon.  AsOi 
since  the  new  States  came  into  being*  they  have  reccf- 
niaed  thia  right  of  the  General  Government  by  ioaiimeiS' 
ble  acta: 

By  their  concurrence  in  the  passage      hundmii  <> 
lawa  respecting  the  public  domain,  fouoded  upon  Ae  is* 
cmiteslable  ri^t  of  the  whole  of  the  Statest  , 
By  repeated  applications  to  extuigiuah  Indian  titles,  *m 
to  survey  the  lands  which'they  covered; 

And  by  solicitation  and  acceptance  of  extensive  gruH 
from  the  General  Government  of  the  public  lands. 

The  existence  of  the  new  SUtn  is  a  fiUaehood,  or  ae 
right  of  all  the  Statea  to  the  pubfic  domain  ia  an  uode^ 
ble  truth.  They  have  no  mart  right  to  the  pubbc  hndi 
within  th«r  paitteidar  jmisfiBtioM,  tbsD  o«bsr  Stales  hafs 
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to  the  mint,  the  forts  and  arsenals,  or  public  ships  within 
theirs;  or  ttnn  the  people  orthe  District  of  Columbia  have 
to  this  magnificent  capitol,  in  whose  iplendid  halls  we  now 
delibcnte. 

The  equality  contended  for  between  ftU  the  Statei  now 
exists.  The  public  lands  are  now  held,  and  ought  to  be 
held  and  administered  for  the  common  benefit  of  tU.  I 
hope  our  fellow-citizens^f  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Missouri, 
will  reconsider  the  matter^  that  they  will  cease  to  take 
counsel  from  deimgc|;ue«  who  would  deceive  ttiem,  and 
instil  errODeoua  principlei  into  their  ears;  and  that  they 
feel  and  acknowledgfe  that  their  brethren  of  Ken- 
tucky and  of  Ohio,  and  of  all  the  States  in  the  Union, 
hare  an  equal  right  with  the  citizens  of  those  three  States 
in  the  public  lands.  If  the  possibility  of  an  event  so  dire 
ful  19  a  sevei-ance  of  this  Union  were  for  a  moment  con 
templated,  and,  what  would  be  the  probable  consequence 
of  such  an  unspeakable  calamity,  three  confederacies 
were  formed  out  of  its  frigments,  do  you  imi^lne  that 
the  Western  confederanr  would  consent  to  the  States 
including  the  public  lands,  holding  them  exclusively  for 
themselves?  Can  you  imagine  that  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  would  quietly  renounce  their 
right  in  all  ti»e  public  laTids  west  of  them?  No,  mr!  No, 
sir!  They  would  wade  to  their  kneea  in  blood  before 
they  would  make  such  an  unjust  and  ignominious  sur- 
render. 

But  this  pretenaon,  unjust  to  tlie  old  States,  unequal 
as  to  sU,  would  be  iiyurious  to  the  new  States  themselves, 
m  whose  behalf  it  has  been  put  forth,  if  it  were  recog- 
nised. The  interest  of  the  new  States  is  not  confined  to 
tlie  lands  within  their  limits,  but  extends  to  the  whole  bil- 
lion and  eighty  millions  of  acres.  Sanction  tiie  claim, 
however,  and  they  are  cut  down  and  restricted  to  that 
which  is  included  in  their  own  boundaries.  Is  it  not 
better  for  Otuo,  instead  of  the  five  millions  and  a  half— 
for  Indiana,  instead  of  the  fifteen  millioni— or  even  for 
Illinois,  instead  of  the  tlurty-one  or  thir^^wo  millions— 
or  Sffissouri,  instead  of  the  thirty-eight  miffions— wKhin 
their  respective  limits,  to  retain  their  interest  in  those 
several  quantities,  and  also  retain  their  interest,  iu  com- 
oion  with' the' other  members  of  the  Union,  in  the  count- 
less millions  of  acres  tUat  lie  west,  or  noi^west,  beytmd 
them? 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  President,  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  reduction  of  tlie  price  of  the  public  lands, 
and  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Luid  Committee  in  their 
report  In  fiivor  of  that  measure.  They  are  presented 
there  in  fbrmitlable  detail,  and  spread  out  under  seven  dif- 
ferent heads.  Let  us  examine  them:  The  first  is,  <'be- 
cause  the  new  States  have  a  clear  right  to  participate  in 
the  benefits  of  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  by  eetling  the  reduction  extended  to 
the  article  of  revenue  chiefly  used  by  them."  Here  is  a 
renewal  of  the  attempt,  nude  early  in  the  session,  to  con- 
found  the  public  lands  with  foreign  irapM^  which  was 
so  suceesafblty  exposed  and  refuted  by  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  Will  not  the  new  States 
participate  in  any  reduction  of  the  revenue,  in  common 
wit])  the  old  States,  without  touching  the  public  lands? 
As  far  as  they  are  consumers  of  objects  of  foreign  imports, 
will  the^  not  equally  ^are  tlie  benefit  with  the  old  States? 
M'hat  ri^t,  over  and  above  that  equal  participation,  have 
the  new  States  to  a  redaction  of  ttie  price  of  the  public 
lands?   As  States,  what  much  less  what  "clear 

rigrht,"  have  they  to  any  such  reduction?  In  their  sove- 
reign or  corporate  eapaaty,  what  right>  Have  not  all  the 
stipulations  between  them,  as  States,  and  the  General  Go- 
vernment, been  fully  complied  wi^?  Have  the  people 
within  the  new  States,  considered  distinct  from  the  States 
themselves,  any  right  to  such  reduction?  Whence  is  it 
derived  ?  They  went  there  in  pursuit  of  their  own  happi- 
ness. They  bought  lands  from  the  public,  because  it  was 
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their  interest  to  make  the  purchase,  and  they  vr^fV  them. 
Did  they,  because  they  purchased  some  land,  wKch  they 

Eossess  peacefully,  acquire  any,  and  what  r^h^  in  the 
,nd  which  tiiey  dtd  not  buy?  But  it  may  be  arguued  tha^ 
by  settling  and  improving  these  huid^  the  a^aecnt  pub- 
lic lands  are  enhanced.  True,  and  bo  are  their  own. 
This  enhancement  of  the  public  lands  was  not  a  conse- 
quence wluch  they  went  there  to  produce,  but  was  a  col- 
lateral effect,  as  to  which  they  were  passive.  The  public 
does  not  seek  to  avail  itself  of  thia  augilientation  in  valu^ 
by  augmenting  the  price.  It  leaves  tint  where  it  wait 
and  ue  demand  for  reduction  is  made  in  bdnlT  of  those 
who  say  their  labor  has  increased  the  value  of  the  pubTic 
lands,  and  the  claim  to  reduction  is  founded  upon  the  fiwt 
of  enhanced  value.  The  public,  like  all  other  landhold- 
ers, had  a  right  to  anticipate  that  the  sale  of  a  part  would 
communicate,  incidentally,  greater  value  upon  the  residue. 
And,  like  all  other  land  proprietors,  it  has  the  rMit  to  aafc 
more  for  that  rendoe,  but  it  does  not)  and,  iat  one,  I 
should  be  as  unwilfing  to  dbturb  the  entinB  price 
augmentation  as  by  reduction.  But  the  pttbuc  lands  is 
the  article  of  revenue  which  the  people  of  the  new  States 
chiefly  consume.  In  another  part  of  diis  report,  Gberal 
^nta  of  Ae  public  lands  are  recommended,  and  the 
idea  of  holding  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue 
is  scouted,  because  it  is  said  that  more  revenue  could  be 
collected  from  the  settlers,  as  consumers,  than  from  the 
lands.  Here,  it  seems  that  the  public  lands  are  the  arti- 
cle of  revenue  chiefly  consumed  by  the  new  States. 

With  respect  to  lands  ycX  to  be  sold,  they  are  open  to 
the  purchase,  alike  of  emigrants  from  the  old  States,  and 
Bettiera  in  the  new.  As  the  latter  have  roost  gem^all^ 
supplied  themselves  with  lands,  the  probid>iIity  is  that  the 
emigrants  are  more  Interested  in  the  question  of  reduction 
than  the  settlers.  At  all  events,  there  can  be  no  peculiar 
right  to  such  reduction  existing  tn  the  new  States.  It  is  a 
question  common  to  all,  and  to  b(  decided  in  reference  to 
Uie  of  the  whole  Uiuott. 

S.  "Because  the  pubfic  debt  being  now  paid,  the 
public  lands  are  entirely  released  from  the  pledge  they 
were  under  to  that  object,  and  are  free  to  receive  a  new 
and  liberal  destination,  for  the  retief  of  the  States  in  iriiich 
they  lie." 

The  payment  of  the  public  debt  is  conceded  to  be  near 
at  handf  and  it  is  admitted  tliat  the  public  lands,  being 
liberated,  may  now  receive  a'new  ana  liberal  destination. 
Such  an  appropriation  of  theirproeeeda  is  propMedbytte 
bill  reported  by  the  Cwnmittee  on  Manofccture^andiniidi 
I  shall  hereafter  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  more  par- 
ticularly to.  But  it  did  not  seem  just  to  that  committee 
that  this  new  and  liberal  destination  of  them  should  be  re. 
Btricted  "  for  the  relief  of  the  States  in  which  thej;  lie" 
exeluuvely,  but  should  extend  to  aU  the  States  india- 
criminately,  upon  principles  of  equitable  distribution. 

3.  "Because  neariy  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  of 
the  land  now  in  market  are  the  refuse  (rf'saleaanddonation^ 
through  a  long  series  of  years,  and  are  ofreiy  little  actual 
value,  and  on^  fit  to  be  ^ven  to  settlers,  w  abandoned  to 
the  States  in  whidi  they  lie." 

According  to  an  ofiicial  statement,  the  total  qoantify 
of  public  land  which  had  been  surveyed  Up  to  toe  3Iat 
of  December  last  was  a  tittle  upwards  of  162,000,000 
acres.  Of  this,  a  large  proportion,  perhapa  even  more 
than  the  100,000,000  acres  sUted  in  the  land  report,  has 
been  a  long  time  In  market.  The  entire  qoaamr  whidi 
has  ever  been  sold  by  the  United  Statics,  op  to  no  same 
day,  after  deducting  lands  relinquished  and  lands  reverted' 
to  tiie  United  States,  according  to  an  official  statement 
also,  is  35,343,590  acres.  Thus,  after  die  lapse  of  thitty- 
six  year*,  during  which  the  present  land  mtem  tns  be«i 
in  operation,  a  little  more  than  twenh^-five  milfiona  of 
acres  have  been  sold,  not  averaging  a  nuIMon  per  annum, 
andupwardsof  me  hundred  miffiooso^tjie  surveyed  bnda 
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renuun  to  be  wiAA.  The  argument  ^  the  report  of  the 
Land  Cominittee  anumei  that  **  nearly  one  hundred  nril- 
liona  are  the  refuse  of  sales  and  donations,"  are  of  very 
little  actual  value,  and  only  fit  to  be  ^ven  to  scttlersi  or 
abandoned  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 

Mr.  Preaidentt  let  us  define  as  we  ko(  let  us  analyxe. 
Vhat  do  the  Land  Conunittee  mean  by  "refuse  hnd>" 
Do  tbey  mean  wortblcM,  inferior,  rqeeted  land»  which 
-noboc^  will  btqr,  at  the  present  Goreniment  priced  Let 
us  look  at  ftct^  uid  make  them  our  guide.  The  Govern- 
ment is  constantly  pressed  by  the  new  States  to  bring  more 
Mid  more  land  into  the  market;  to  extinguish  more  In- 
dian titles;  to  surrey  more.  Tfaa  new  States  tliemsclves 
are  probabljr  urged  to  operate  upon  the  General  Govern- 
ment by  entrants  and  settlers  wno  sec  stiU  before  them, 
bithdrpmereas  wea^  other  new  lands  which  the^  desire. 
The  General  Government  yields  to  the  solicitations.  It 
throws  more  land  into  the  market,  and  it  is  annually  and 
duly  preparing  additional  surveys  of  fresh  lands.  It  lias 
thrown,  %nd  is  preparing  to  thruw,  open  to  purchasen  al- 
ready one  hundred  and  siz^-two  miluuns  of  acres.  And 
Tiow,  because  the  capacity  to  purchase,  in  its  nature  limit- 
ed by  the  growth  of  our  population,  is  totally  incompe- 
tent to  absorb  this  immense  quantity,  the  Government  is 
called  upon,  by  some  of  the  very  persons  who  urged  the 
czlubition  of  this  vast  amount  to  sale,  to  consider  all  that 
renuuns unsold  as  refuse!  Twenty-five  millions  in  thirty- 
-  six  years  only  are  sold,  and  all  the  rest  is  to  he  looked 
upon  as  refuse!  Is  this  right?  If  there  had  been  five 
hundred  millions  in  market,  there  probably  would  not 
hare  been  OM>re,  or  much  more,  sold.  But  I  deny  the  cor- 
reotD«a»  of  the  conclusion,  that  K  is  worthless,  because 
not  sold.  It  is  not  sold,  becMtse  there  were  not  people  to 
buy  it.  You  most  have  gone  to  other  countries,  to  other 
worlds,  to  the  moon,  and  drawn  from  tlicnce  people  to 
buy  the  prodinous  quantity  which  you  offered  to  sell- 

Befiiae  Una!  A  purduser  goes  to  a  district  of  coun- 
try, and  buys  out  of  a  township  a  section  which  strikes  his 
fimcy.  Be  exhausts  his  money.  Others  might  have  pre- 
ferted  odier  sections.  Oth^  feectioni  may  even  be  bet- 
ter than  his.  He  can  with  no  more  praprie^  be  s^  to 
hsve  "refiised**  or  rejected  all  the  otoer  aection^  than  a 
man  wko,  attracted  by  the  beauty,  charms,  and  leeom* 
pliriMDenb  of  a  particular  lady,  marries  her,  can  be  iud 
to  have  rejected  or  refused  all  the  rest     tiie  sex. 

Is  it  credible,  that,  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one 
hundred  and  uxty  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  a  valley, 
cclebt^ted  for  its  fertility,  there  are  only  about  twenty -fire 
millions  of  acres  of  good  land,  and  that  all  the  rest  is  re- 
fuse? Take  the  State  of  lUint^  as  an  example.  Of  all 
the  States  in  the  Union,  that  State  probably  contains  the 
greatest  proportion  of  rich  fertile  lands.  More  than 
Ohio,  more  than  Indians,  abounding  as  they  both  do  in 
fine  lands.  Of  the  thirty  4hrec  nuUions  and  a  half  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  lllintHS,  a  httle  more  only  than  two  millions 
have  been  sold.  Is  the  residue  of  thirty-one  millions  all 
refuse  land?  Who  that  is  acquainted  in  the  West  can 
assert  or  beUeve  it>  No,  sirt  there  is  oo  stidt  thing.  The 
unsold  lands  are  unsold,  because  of  the  reuimi  already 
aasigiied.  Doubtles  tbne  is  much  inferior  land  remain- 
\a%f  but  a  TCit  quantity  of  the  beat  of  lands  abo.  For  its 
timber,  soil,  vater  power,  grazina^,  minerals,  almost  all 
land  pomessesa  certain  value.  If  the  lands  unsold  are 
refuse  and  worthless  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, why  are  they  sought  after  with  so  much  avi- 
^ty }  If  in  our  hands  they  are  good  for  notliing,  what  more 
would  they  be  worth  in  the  hands  of  the  new  States? 
**  Only  fit  to  be  ^ven  to  settlers.**  What  settlers  would 
thank  you  ?  what  settlers  would  not  acorn  a  |^  of  refuse, 
worthless  land?  If  you  mean  to  be  generous,  give  them 
what  is  ralu^let  be  manly  in  your  generosity. 

But  let  us  exan^ne  a  little  closer  this  idea  of  refuse 
land.  }f  there  be  any  State  in  vUeh  it  ■  to  be  found  m 


lai^  quantities,  that  State  would  be  Ohio.  It  is  the  oUot 
of  die  new  States.  There  tbe  public  lands  have  renaiud 
longest  exposed  in  the  market.  But  there  we  find  oolj 
five  milUom  and  half  to  be  sold.  And  I  hold  in  hud 
an  account  of  sales  tn  the  Zanesrille  district,  one  of  the 
oldest  in  that  State,  made  during  the  present  year.  It  i* 
in  a  paper  entitled  the  *'Oh)oBepublican,*'pub1iihed>t 
Zancsville  the  26th  Hay,  1832,  Tbe  article  it  hcsM 
*■  Refuse  Land,"  and  it  aUtes:  **  It  baa  suited  the  intetot 
of  some  to  represent  the  lands  of  tbe  United  Ststeivludi 
fuive  remained  in  market  for  many  year^  ss  mere  '  rcftuc,' 
which  cannot  be  sotd;  and  to  urge  a  rapid  reduction  ^ 
price,  and  the  cesnon  of  the  residue,  in  a  short  period,  id 
the  States  in  which  they  are  situated.  It  is  strong;lj  iirjal 
against  tltia  plan  that  it  is  a  Hteculating  project,  which,  by 
iJienating  a  latge  quantity  «  land  from  the  United  Stitt^ 
will  canae  a  great  incfeaae  of  price  to  actual  settkn  in  » 
few  yeara,  instead  of  their  being  able  forever,  u  it  mn 
be  sud  is  the  case  under  the  present  system  of  bnd 
sales,  to  obtain  a  farm  at  a  reasonable  price.  To  ihov 
how  &r  tbe  lands  unsold  are  from  being  worthlna,  n 
copy  from  the  Gazette  the  fdbwing  statement  of  recoi 
sal^  in  tbe  ZanesviUe  district,  one  of  tbe  oldest  diHtitA 
in  the  West  Hk  sales  at  tbe  Zanewilte  land  office,  mkc 
the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  hare  been  si  fal- 
lows: JanuatT,  97,130  80:  February,  $8,542  67;  Mtfcb, 
fll,r44  75|  April,  »9,309  19;  and  nnce  the  fint of  ihe 
present  month,  about  ^,000  worth  have  been  sold,  more 
than  half  of  which  was  in  for^  acre  loto."  And  then 
cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  act,  oassed  at  this  lewon,  u- 
tboriaing  salca  of  forty  acres,  will,  from  the  denre  to  mb 
additions  to  frrms,  and  to  settle  youi^  neabers  of  fan- 
Ues,  increase  the  sales  very  much,  at  least  durin;  tkii 
year. 

A  friend  of  mine  in  this  dty  bought,  in  IHinoti,  bit  W 
about  2.000  acres  of  this  refuse  land,  at  the  rnmrn 
price,  for  whi^  he  has  lately  refused  kx  dolbmpuure- 
An  officer  of  this  body^  now  in  my  eye,  purchased  s  tad 
Irsct  of  this  same  refuse  land  of  160  seres,  at  iecood  v 
tlurdband,  entereda  few  years  ago* and  which  is  so* f- 
timated  at  1,900  dtrflars.  It  iaa  lHuiDesi,arei7pnfit 
able  bunness,  at  which  ftnionea  are  made  in  the  m* 
States,  to  purchase  these  refuse  land^  and,  wilbnitia- 
proring  them,  to  sell  them  again  at  large  adnBces. 

Far  from  being  discounted  by  the  ftct  of  so  nncb 
surveyed  public  land  remaining  unsold,  we  should  rejtKt 
that  this  bountiful  resource,  possessed  by  our  eountij, 
remains  in  almost  undiminished  quantity,  notwithituHUf 
so  many  new  and  flourishing  States  have  sprune  up  in  tst 
wildemea^  and  so  many  thousands  of  fiunilies  oAfe 
accommodated.  It  mi^t  be  otherwise  if  Oe  publicUM 
was  dealt  out  by  Government  with  a  spuing,  gnidsinii 
griping  hand.  But  they  are  liberally  offered,  in 
less  quantities,  and  at  moderate  prices,  enrichiDg  im^ 
duals,  and  tending  to  tlie  rapid  improvement  of  w 
country.  The  two  important  facts  brought  forwgnJ, 
emphaticallydwelton  by  the  Committee  on  Msmifactum 
sUnd  in  their  full  force,  unaffected  by  any  thing  tlaixi* 
the  report  of  the  Land  CoDiU^ttee.  These  w^"* 
cany  conviction  to  evrry  unbiassed  mind  Aat  will  W**; 
rately  consider  them.  The  first  is  the  rapid  iDoweo 
tlie  new  States,  far  outstripping  the  old,  aver^r^  >DSt>- 
ally  an  increase  of  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  snd**" 
bliiig  of  course  in  tweWe  years.  One  of  these  Stilft 
Illinois,  full  of  refuse  land,  increasing  at  the  ntc  <■ 
eighteen  and  a  half  per  cert.!  Would  this  utoiintfl? 
growth  take  place  if^tbe  lands  were  too  high,  oriUibc 
good  tend  sold?  The  other  bet  is  the  vast  iiKiwe » 
the  annual  sales;  in  1830,  risng  to  three  milHom  3'°" 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Uanufacturcs,  tlic 
tuma  hare  come  in  of  the  sales  of  last  year,  vluch  u» 
been  estimated  at  three  nullions.  Tb^ 
fSiMfi^lSr  94!    Their  prasremive  increwc  bsfflei*> 
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calculation.  Would  tWa  happen,  if  the  price  were  too 
hi^h? 

It  ia  ar^ed  that  the  value  of  different  townshipB  and 
sectiona  ia  various;  and  that  it  ia,'  therefore,  wrong  to  fix 
the  aame  price  for  all.  Hie  varie^  in  the  quali^,  aitua- 
tion,  and  advantagea  of  different  tnwta,  is  no  doubt  great. 
After  the  adoption  of  any  syatem  of  elaaaification,  there 
would  stilt  remain  very  great  divendty  in  the  tracta  be- 
longing  to  the  same  class.  Tlita  is  the  law  of  nature.  The 
preaumption  of  inferiority,  and  of  refuae  land,  founded 
upon  the  length  of  time  that  ^e  land  had  been  in  market, 
u  denied,  for  reasona  already  stated.  The  offer,  at  public 
auction,  of  all  landa  to  the  highest  bidder,  previous  to 
their  bein^  sold  at  private  sale,  provides,  in  some  degree, 
f(v  the  variety  in  the  value;  aince  each  purchaser  puahes 
tiie  land  up  to  the  price  which,  according'  to  bis  opinion, 
It  ought  to  comnund.  Hut,  if  the  price  demanded  by 
Government  ia  not  too  high  for  the  good  land,  (and  no  one 
cam  believe  it,)  why  not  wait  until  that  is  sold  before  any 
reduction  of  price  in  the  bad^  And  that  will  not  be  sold 
for  many  yeara  to  come.  It  would  be  quite  as  wrong  to 
bring  the  price  of  good  land  down  to  the  standard  of  the 
bad,  as  it  is  alleged  to  be  to  carry  the  latter  up  to  that  of 
the  firmer.  Until  the  ffoodbnd  ia  sold,  there  wHl  be  no 
purchasers  of  the  bad:  nr,  as  has  been  stated  in  die  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Manufitctures,  a  discreet  farmer 
would  rather  give  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  for  first 
rate  land,  than  accept  refuse  and  worthless  land  as  a 
present. 

4.  "Because  the  speedy  extinction  of  the  federal  title 
within  their  limits  is  necessary  to  the  independence  of  the 
new  States;  to  their  equality  with  the  elder  States;  to  the 
de  velopment  of  their  resourcesi  to  the  subjection  of  their 
aoil  to  taxation,  cultiTation,'and  aettlement;  and  to  the 
proper  enjoyment  of  their  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty." 

All  this  is  mere  assertion  and-  declunation.  The  Gene- 
ral Government,  at  a  moderate  price,  is  selling  the  public 
land  as  fast  as  it  can  find  purchasers.  The  new  States  are 
populating  with  unexampled  rapidity;  their  condition  is 
now  niucn  more  eligible  than  that  of  sOme  of  the  old 
States.  Ohic^  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  ctatfess,  is,  in 
internal  improvement,  and  aome  other  reniects,  &(ty  years 
in  advance  of  her  dder  rister  and  neighbor,  Kentucky. 
How  have  her  growth  and  prosperity,  her  independence, 
her  equality  with  the  elder  States,  the  development  of  her 
resources,  the  taxation,  cultivation,  and  settlement  of  her 
soil,  or  the  proper  enjoyment  of  her  jurisdiction  and  so* 
Tcreignty,  been  affected  or  impwred  by  the  federal  title 
within  her  limiu^  Hie  federal  titie!  It  has  been  a  source 
of  blesnngt  and  of  bounties,  but  not  of  one  real  griev- 
ance. As  to  the  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  public 
lands,  and  tiie  exemption,  for  five  years,  of  those  sold  to 
iadividuala,  if  the  public  land  belonged  to  tbenewStates, 
would  tiiey  tax  it?  And  aa  to  the  latter  exemption,  it  is 
paid  for  by  the  General  Government,  aa  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  compaots;  and  it  is,  moreover,  benefi- 
cial to  the  new  Statea  themselves,  by  holdinr  out  a  motive 
to  enugranti  to  purdiase  and  settle  within  their  tinuts. 

6-  "Because  the  ranged  maclunery  of  the  Land  Office 
Department,  and  the  ownership  of  ao  much  soil,  extends 
the  patronage  and  autbori^  of  the  General  Government 
into  the  heart  and  corners  of  the  new  States,  ud  aub- 
jects  their  policy  to  the  danger  of  a  foreign  and  poweriul 
influence. " 

A  foreign  and  powerful  influence!  The  Federal  Go- 
Temment  a  foreign  Government!  And  the  exercise  of  a 
legitimate  control  over  the  national  proper^',  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  a  depre- 
eated  penetration  into  the  heart  and  comers  of  the  new 
Statea!  As  to  the  calamity  of  the  land  offices  which*  are 
held  within  them,  1  believe  that  it  is  not  regarded  by  the 
people  of  those  States  with  quite  aa  much  norror  as  it  is 
viewed  by  the  Land  Committee,    lliey  jiuUy  CMuidar 
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that  they  oug^t  to  bold  those  offices  themselves,  and  that 
no  persona  ought  to  be  sent  from  the  other  foreign  Statea 
of  this  Union  to  fill  tiiem.  And,  if  the  number  of  the 
offices  were  increased,  K  would  not  be  looked  upm  by 
them  as  a  grievous  addition  to  the  ealamt^. 
'  Bat  whiU  do  Ac  land  Comn^tee  mean  bj  the  auUio* 
rity  of  this  fbrdgn.  Federal  Government?  Sorely  they 
do  not  desire  to  get  rid  of  the  Federal  Government.  And 
yet  the  final  settlement  of  the  land  question  will  have 
effi^ted  but  little  in  expelling  its  authority  from  th« 
bosoms  of  the  new  States.  Its  action  will  still  rem»n  in 
a  diousand  forms,  and  the  heart  and  corners  of  the  new 
States  will  still  be  invaded  by  post  office*  and  poetraastera, 
and  |>oat  roads,  and  the  Cumberland  road,  and  various  other 
modifications  of  its  power. 

7.  "Because  the  sum  of  |425,000,00(^  propoaed  to 
be  drawn  from  the  new  States  and  Territories,  by  die 
sale  of  their  stnl,  at  one  dollar  and  twen^-five  cents 
per  acre,  is  unconscionable  and  impracticable — such  aa 
never  can  be  paid;  and  the  bare  attempt  to  raise  which 
must  drain,  exhaust,  and  tmpoveriah  Uieae  Statea,  and 
give  birth  to  the  feehngs  which  a  sense  of  injustice  and 
<nipression  never  fiulto  excite,  and  the  excitement  of  which 
should  be  so  carefbllr  areided  in  a  confiEdciaey  ttt9 
States." 

In  another  part  of  their  report,  the  committee  say, 
speaking  of  the  immense  revenue  alleg^  to  be  deriva- 
ble from  the  public  landa^  thia  ideal  revenue  ia  estimated 
at  ^5,000,000  for  the  lands  now  within  the  limits  of 
the  States  and  Territories,  and  at  f 1,363,^^89,691  for  the 
whole  federal  domain.  Such  chimerical  calculations  pre- 
clude the  propriety  of  argumentative  answers."  Wellt 
if  these  calculattcms  are  all  chimerical,  there  is  no  danger 
from  the  preservation  of  the  existing  land  system  of 
draining,  exhausting,  and  impoverishing  the  new  States, 
and  of  excitii^  tliem  to  rebellion. 

The  Manuncturing  Committee  did  not  state  what  the 
public  lands  would,  m  feet,  produce.  They  could  not 
state  it.  It  is  hardly  a  subject  of  approximi^e  estimate. 
The  committee  stated  what  would  be  the  proceeds,  esti- 
mated by  the  minimum  price  of  the  public  landat  what» 
at  one>half  of  that  price)  and  added  that,  althou^  there 
might  be  much  land  that  would  never  sell  at  one  dollar 
andaquarter  pcracre,  "asfinsah  lands  are  brought  into 
market  and  exposed  to  sate  at  public  auction,  many  of 
them  sell  at  prices  exceeding  onedollar  and  a  quarter  per 
acre."  They  concluded  by  remarking  that  the  least  fa- 
vorable view  of  regarding  them  «as  to  consider  them  a 
capital  yielding  an  annuity  of  three  millions  of  dolUrs  at 
this  time;  that,  in  a  few  years,  that  annuity  would  proba- 
bly be  diMibl^t  and  that  the  capital  might  then  dc  as- 
sumed as  equal  to  0100,000,000. 

Whatever  may  be  the  sum  drawn  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  it  wilt  be  contributed,  not  by  citizens  of 
the  States  alone  in  which  they  are  utuated,  but  by  emi- 
grants from  all  the  States.  And  it  will  be  raised,  not  in 
a  Nngle  year,  but  in  a  long  aeries  of  years.  It  would 
have  been  impoiBble  for  the  State  of  Ohio  to  have  p^d, 
In  one  year,  the  millions  that  have  been  r^sed  in  diat 
State  by  the  sale  of  public  lands;  but,  Jn  a  period  of  up- 
wards of  thirty  years,  the  payment  has  been  made,  not 
only  without  impoverishing,  but  with  the  constantly  in> 
creasing  prosperity  of  the  State. 

Such,  Mr.  Prendent,  are  the  reasons  of  the  Land  Com- 
mittee for  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
Some  of  them  had  been  anticipated  and  refuted  in  the 
report  of  the  Manufiu:tiiring  Gomnuttcei  and  I  hope  tb^ 
I  have  now  shown  the  insoMi^  of  the  reridue. 

I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  consideration,  urved  in  that 
report,  agaunt  any  urce  reduction,  founded  upon  its 
inevitable  tendency  to  lessen  the  value  of  the  landed 
property  throagfaout  the  Unioo,  and  that  in  the  Western 
Statea  eqwdaliy.  That  mnek  would  be  the  aecaissry 
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eomeqimice,  no  man  Mn  doubt  who  will  seriously  reflect 
upon  luch  a  meuure  ssUut  of  throwing  into  the  nurket, 
imniediately,  upwards  of  one  hun(b«d  »nd  thirty  million* 
of  acres,  and  at  no  distant  period  upwards  of  two  hundred 
mUlions  mure,  at  greatly  reduced  rates. 

If  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Land  Committee 
[Ur.  Kivelhad l^ed upon  hisownsoundpnctical sense, 
he  would  hare  presented  a  report  &r  less  obiectioniUile 
than  that  which  he  has  made.  He  has  availed  himself 
of  another'a  aid,  and  the  hand  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  BixTon]  is  as  visible  in  the  compontion,  as  if 
his  name  had  been  subscribed  to  the  instrument.  We 
hear  agun,  in  this  paper,  of  that  which  we  Iiad  so  often 
heard  repeated  before  in  debate  by  the  Senator  from 
Hiisouri— the  sentiments  of  Edmund  Burke.  And  what 
was  the  state  of  tMnes  in  En^and,  to  which  those  aenti- 
mentf  were  apptiedf 

_  England  has  too  little  land  and  too  many  people.  Ame- 
rica has  too  much  land  for  the  present  population  of  the 
country,  and  wants  people.  The  British  Crown  had  own- 
ed, for  many  (generations,  lar^e  bodies  of  land,  preserved 
for  game  and  forest,  from  which  but  saiall  revenues  were 
derived.  It  was  proposed  to  sell  out  the  Crown  lands, 
that  they  mi^ht  be  peopled  and  cultivated,  and  that  the 
rOTai  fiinily  should  be  pUced  on  the  civil  list.  Hr.  Burke 
supported  the  proposition  by  convincing  ai^^uments.  But 
what  analogy  is  there  between  th^Crown  lands  of  the 
British  sovereign,  and  the  public  knds  of  the  United 
States?  Are  they  here  locked  up  from  the  people,  and, 
for  the  sake  of  their  game  or  timber,  excluded  from  sale ' 
Are  not  they  freely  exposed  in  market  to  all  who  want 
them,  at  moderate  prices?  The  complaint  is  that  they 
are  not  sold  fast  enougbt  in  other  woras,  that  people  are 
not  multipUed  rapid^  enoa|^  to  buy  them.  Patience, 
gentlnnen  of  the  Land  CommUtee,  patience!  The  new 
States  arc  daily  rising  in  power  and  importance.  Some 
of  them  are  already  great  and  flourishing  members  of  the 
confederac}^.  And,  if  you  will  only  acquiesce  in  the  cer- 
tain and  quiet  operation  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  the 
wildemesa'will  quickly  teem  with  people,  and  be  filled 
with  the  monuments  of  civilization. 

The  report  of  the  Land  Ccmunittee  proceeds  to  notice 
and  toanimadvat  upon  certain  opinians  of  tiie  late  Secre- 
taiT  of  the  Treasury,  contained  in  his  annual  report,  and 
endeavors  to  connect  them  with  some  sentiments  express- 
ed in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 
That  report  had  before  been  the  subject  of  repeated  com- 
menUry  in  tiie  Senate,  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  and 
of  much  misrepresentation  and  vituperation  in  the  public 
press.  Mr.  Rush  ^owed  me  the  rough  draught  of  that 
report,  and  I  advised  him  to  expunge  the  paragrapbs  in 
question,  because  I  foresaw  that  they  woidd  be  niarepte- 
■ente^  and  that  be  would  be  exposed  to  unjust  accuia- 
tion.  But  knovnng  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  believing 
in  the  soundness  of  the  views  which  he  presented,  and 
confiding  in  the  candor  of  a  just  public,  he  resolved  to 
retain  ne  paragraphs.  I  cannot  suppooe  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  ignorant  of  what  passed  between  Mr.  Rush 
and  me,  and  of  his  having,  against  my  suggestions,  re- 
tained the  paragraphs  in  t^estion;  because  these  facts 
were  allitated  by  Mr.  Buih  hiouel^  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  a  kte  member  of  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives,  re* 
praaentlng  the  district  in  which  I  reside,  which  letter, 
iBore  ttan  a  year  ago,  wai  publisbed  in  Western 
papers. 

_  I  duiU  say  nothing  in  defence  of  myself— notlunr  to 
disprove  the  charge  of  my  cherishing  unfriendly  feefings 
and  sentiments  towardsany  part  of  the  West  If  the  pub- 
Ko  acts  in  which  1  have  participated,  if  tiie  uniform  tenor 
«f  mf  whole  life,  will  not  refute  meh  an  hnputation,  no- 
thlnf  that  I  could  here  say  would  refute  It 

But  I  Will  say  aomething  in  defence  of  the  opinions  of 
ny  hie  patrionc  and  enlqpitened  edieague,  not  here  to 


speak  for  himself;  and  I  will  vindicate  his  official  onnioitt 
from  the  erroneous  glosses  and  interpretations  which  Wc 
been  put  upon  them. 

Mr.  Rush,  in  an  offiml  report,  which  wiQ  long  renuuii 
a  monument  of  his  abihty,  was  surveying,  with  a  ibttt. 
nun's  eye,  the  condition  of  America.  He  was  arguingia 
favor  vS  the  protective  ptdicy— the  American  ^esL 
He  spoke  of  the  limited  vocations  of  our  sodety,U)dthe 
ezpedtcocy  of  multiplying  the  means  of  iocreaang  sut>- 
nstence,  comfort,  and  wealth.  He  noticed  the  grot  ind 
the  constant  tendency  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  the  culd-, 
vation  of  the  soil,  the  want  of  a  market  for  their  surpki 
produce,  the  inexpediency  of  all  blindly  rushing  to  the 
same  universal  employment,  and  the  policy  of  difidiDg 
ourselves  into  various  pursuits.  He  savs,  "The  minna 
in  which  the  remote  lands  of  the  United  States  arc  selSsg 
andietQing,  whilst  it  possibly  may  tend  to  increase  moit 
quickly  the  ^np^gate  popuUtion  of  the  country,  siid  the 
mere  means  of  subsistence,  does  not  increase  capilil  in 
the  same  proportion.  •  •  •  •  Any  thing  tJui 
may  serve  to  hold  bapk  this  tendency  to  dinunon  fram 
running  too  far  and  too  long  iuto  an  extreme,  can  scared)' 
prove  otherwise  than  salutary.  *  "  *  *  irihe|w- 
pulation  of  these,  [a  majority  of  the  States,  including  souk 
Western  States,]  not  yet  redundant  in  feet,  thotiglti||- 
pearing  to  be  so,  under  this  le^slative  inntement  to  emi- 
grate, remained  fixed  in  more  instances,  as  it  probably 
would  be  by  extending  the  motives  to  manufacturing  labor, 
it  is  believed  that  the  nation  would  gain  in  two  ways:  first, 
by  the  more  rapid  accumulation  of  capital^  and,  nrit,  bv 
the  gradual  reduction  of  the  excess  of  its  agriculuiiil 
population  over  that  engaged  in  other  vocations-  Itii 
not  imagined  that  it  ever  would  be  pncticable,  even  if  it 
were  desirable,  to  turn  this  stream  of  enugrUion  tsit\ 
but  resources,  opened  through  the  influence  of  thebn. 
in  new  fields  of  industry,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Stilt> 
already  sufficiently  peopled  to  enter  upon  thea, 
operate  to  lessen,  in  some  degr«e,  and  useflilly  lessen,  id 
absorbing  force." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  is  there  in  this  view  idTcne 
to  the  West,  or  unfavorable  to  its  interests?  Hr.  Rui|i 
is  arguing  on  the  tendency  of  the  people  to  engage  in 
culture,  and  the  incitement  to  emigration  ptodnccd  b]r 
our  laws.  Does  he  propose  to  change  those  lawi^  in  tint 
particular?  Does  be  propose,  in  fac^  any  new  meuurr' 
iio  &rfrom  «igR«sting  any  alteration  of  the  conditions  m 
which  tlie  public  Ir.nds  are  sold,  he  expressly  »p  ^} 
it  is  not  draurable,  if  it  were  practicable,  to  turn  tbi) 
stream  of  emigration  aside.  Leaving  all  the  laws  in  fu" 
force,  and  all  the  motives  to  emtgratuHi,  ari^ng  frcm  ^o- 
tile  and  cheap  lands,  untouched,  he  recommends  the  Or 
couragement  of  a  new  branch  of  huaness,  in  wludnO 
the  Union,  the  West  aa  well  as  the  res^  is  interested;  thn 
presenting  an  option  to  population  to  engage  in  nunulit- 
tures  or  in  agricultOre,  at  its  own  discretion.  And  A«» 
such  an  option  afllbrd  j  ust  ground  of  complaint  to  any  one 
Is  it  not  an  advantage  to  all  ?  Do  the  Land  Cooini-UK 
desire  (I  am  sure  they  do  not)  to  create  starvation  in  one 
part  of  the  Umon/that  emigrants  may  be  forced  into  u- 
other?  If  they  do  not,  they  ought  not  to  condemn  a  niul|>- 
plication  of  human  emplf>yments,  by  which,  as  its  certuo 
consequence,  there  wiQ  be  an  increase  in  the  man)  oi 
sub«stence  and  comfort.  The  objection  to  Ur.  Rudi. 
then,  is,  that  be  looked  at  his  whole  country,  and  st  w 
parts  of  itj  and  that,  while  he  desired  the  prosperity  m 
growth  of  the  West  to  ad\-ance  undisturbed,  he  kuIkii 
to  build  up,  on  deep  foundations,  the  welfitre  of  sU 
people. 

Mr.  Rush  knew  that  there  were  thousands  of  the  poorer 
classes  who  never  could  enugratet  and  that  emignt^ 
under  the  best  auqncea,  was  fiur  from  being  uii*ttaw«<B 
with  eril.  There  are  monl,  phyncal,  pecunisiy  oo^ 
cict  to  all  emijrration;  and  these  wiH  increaso  ts  tlic  gm 
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vacant  lands  of  the  West  are  rcmoyed,  by  intervening 
oetUementi,  farther  and  fiLrther  from  society,  as  it  is  now 
located.  It  is,  I  believe.  Dr.  Johnson  who  pronounces 
of  all  vegetable  and  animal  creation,  man  is  ^e 
most  difficult  to  be  uprooted  and  transferred  to  a  distant 
country:  and  he  was  ri^t.  Space  itself — mountuns,  and 
seas,  and  rivers,  are  impedimenta.  The  want  of  pecuni- 
ary means,  the  expenses  of  the  outfit,  subristence,  and 
transportation  of  a  family,  is  no  slight  circumstance. 
When  all  these  diffictdUes  are  overcome,  (and  how  few, 
comparatively,  can  surmount  themf)  the  greatest  of  aU 
remains— that  of  being  torn  from  one's  naw  spot|  sepa* 
rated  forever  from  the  roof  under  which  the  companions 
of  his  childhood  were  sheltered,  from  the  trees  which 
have  shaded  him  from  summers'  heats,  the  spring  from 
whose  gushing  fountain  he  has  drank  In  his  youth,  the 
tombs  that  bold  the  precious  relics  of  his  venerated  an- 
cestors! 

Butlhave  said  that  the  Land  Committee  had  attempted 
to  confound  the  sentiment!  of  Mr.  Rush  with  some  oi  the 
reasoning  employed  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
against  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands.  What  ia  that  reasoning?  Here  it  is:  it  will  speak 
for  itself;  andi  without  a  wngle  comment,  will  demonstrate 
how  different  tt  is  from  that  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  unexceptionable  as  that  has  been  shown  to  be: 
**  The  greatest  emigration  {say  the  Manufacturing  Com- 
mittee) that  is  believed  now  to  take  place  from  any  of  the 
States,  is  from  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  The 
effects  of  a  material  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  pubUc 
lands  would  be — lit.  To  lessen  the  value  of  real  estate 
in  tiiose  three  States;  3d,  To  diminish  their  interest  in 
the  public  domain,  as  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  States;  and,  3d,  To  offer  what  would  operate  as 
a  bounty  to  further  emigration  from  those  States,  occa- 
sioning more  and  more  lands,  situated  within  them,  to  be 
thrown  into  the  market;  tliereby  not  only  lessening  the 
value  of  their  land^  but  draining  them  both  of  their  po- 
pulation and  currency.'* 

There  are  good  men  in  different  parts,  but  especially 
in  the  Atlantic  portion  of  the  Union,  who  have  been  in- 
duced to  regard  lightly  this  vast  national  property;  who 
have  been  persuaded  that  the  people  of  the  West  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  it;  and  who  believe 
that  it  will,  in  the  end,  be  lost  to  the  nation;  and  that  it 
is  not  worth  present  care  and  preservation.  But  these  are 
nuUcal  mistakes.  The  great  body  of  the  West  are  satis- 
fied—perfectly satisfied,  with  the  general  admitustration 
of  the  pubbc  hmds.  They  would,  indeed,  like,  and  are 
entitled  to,  a  more  liberal  expenditure  among  them  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales.  For  this  provision  is  made  by  the 
bill  to  which  I  will  hereafter  call  the  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate. But  the  great  body  of  the  West  have  not  called  for, 
and  understand  too  well  their  real  interest  to  de^e,  any 
essential  change  in  the  system  of  survey,  sale,  or  price  of 
the  lands,  liiere  may  be  &  few,  stitnulated  by  dema- 
g^ogues,  who  denre  change}  and  what  ^atem  is  there, 
what  Government,  what  order  of  human  society,  that  a 
ftv  do  not  desire  changed? 

It  is  one  of  the  admirable  properties  of  the  eusting 
system  that  it  contains  within  itself,  and  carries  along,  prin- 
ciples of  conservation  and  safety.  In  the  progress  of  its 
operation,  new  States  become  identified  with  the  old, 
in  feeling,  in  thinkii^,  and  in  interest.  Now,  Ohio  is  as 
sound  as  any  old  State  m  the  Union,  in  aU  her  views  re- 
lating to  the  public  lands.  She  feels  that  her  share  in  the 
exterior  domain  u  much  more  iraptntant  than  would  be  an 
exclunve  right  to  the  few  miUions  of  acres  left  unsold 
within  her  hmits,  accompanied  by  a  virtual  surrender  of 
her  interest  in  all  the  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States.  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  now,  the  people  of  the 
other  new  States,  left  to  tlteir  own  unbiassed  sense  of 
equity  and  justice,  would  form  the  nme  jodgment.  They 


cannot  believe  that  what  they  have  not  bought,  what  re- 
muna  the  property  of  themselves  and  all  their  brethren 
of  the  Uiuted  States,  in  common,  belongs  to  them  exclu- 
Kvely.  But  if  I  am  mistaken — if  they  have  been  deceiv- 
ed by  erroneous  impresstona  on  their  mind,  made  by  artful 
men,  as  the  sales  proceed,  and  the  public  land  is  exhaust- 
ed, and  their  population  increased,  like  tlie  State  of  Ohio, 
they  will  feel  that  their  true  interest  points  to  their  re- 
maining copartners  in  the  whole  national  domain,  instead 
of  bringing  forward  an  unfounded  pretenuon  to  tlie  in- 
conn^rable  remnant  which  will  be  then  Jeft  in  their  own 
limits. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  to  m;  something  in  re- 
spect to  the  particular  plan  brought  forward  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  for  a  temponry  appropriation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  ttles  of  the  public  lands. 

Tne  committee  saw  that  this  fund  is  not  wanted  the 
General  Government;  that  the  peace  of  the  country  is  not 
likely,  from  present  appearances,  to  be  speedily  disturb- 
ed; and  that  the  General  Government  »  abaouteljr  em- 
barrassed in  providing  against  an  enormous  surplus  m  the 
treasury.  Whilst  this  is  the  condition  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, the  States  are  in  want  of,  and  can  most  benefi- 
cially use,  that  very  surplus  with  which  we  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  The  powers  of  the  General  Government  are 
limited;  those  of  the  States  are  ample.  If  those  limited 
powers  authorized  an  application  of^  the  fund  to  some  ob- 
jects, periiaps  there  are  others  of  more  importance,  to 
which  the  powers  of-the  States  would  be  more  competent 
or  to  which  they  may  apply  a  more  provident  care. 

But  the  Govemment  of  the  whole  and  of  the  parts,  at 
hut,  is  but  one  Govemment  of  the  same  people.  In  form, 
they  are  two;  in  substance,  one.  They  both  stand  under 
the  samesolemn  obligation  to  promote,  by  all  the  powers 
with  which  they  are  respectively  entrusted,  the  happiness 
of  the  people;  and  the  people,  in  their  turn,  owe  respect 
and  allegiance  to  boi^.  Maintaining  these  relations,  there 
should  be  mutual  asHstance  to  each  other  afforded  by 
these  two  systems.  When  the  States  arc  fiiU-bandcd,  and 
the  coffers  of  the  General  Government  are  empty,  the 
States  should  come  to  the  relief  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  many  of  them  did,  most  promptly  and  patriot- 
ically, durii^  the  late  war.  When  the  conditions  of  the 
parties  are  reversed,  as  is  now  the  case,  the  States  want- 
ing what  is  almost  a  burden  to  the  General  Government, 
the  duty  of  this  Govemment  is  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the 
States. 

They  were  viewi  like  these  which  Uuhieed  a  majon^ 
of  the  committee  to  propose  the  plan  of  distribution  con- 
tsined  in  the  bill  now  under  conadetation.  For  one,  how- 
ever, I  will  again  repeat  the  declaration,  which  I  made 
early  in  the  sesrion,  that  I  unite  cordially  with  those  who 
condemn  the  application  of  any  principle  of  distribution 
among  the  several  States,  to  surplus  revenue  derived  from 
taxation.  I  think  income  derived  from  taxation  stands 
upon  ground  totally  diatinct  fn»n  that  which  is  reedved 
from  Uie  public  lands.  Congress  can  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation, at  least,  for  any  conriderable  time,  of  revenue 
from  duties,  by  suitable  legislation,  lowering  or  augment- 
ing the  impoBtii  but  it  cannot  stop  the  sales  of  the  public 
lani^  withoQt  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  and  intolerable 
power.  The  powen  of  Congress  over  the  public  land* 
are  broader  and  mere  comprehennve  than  those  wtucfa 
they  possess  over  taxation,  and  the  money  produced 
by  it 

TUs  brii^  me  to  conKder,  1st,  the  power  of  Congrem 
to  make  the  distribution.  By  the  aecond  part  of  the  third 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution.  Congress 
"have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territo^  or  other  property 
of  the  United  States."  The  power  of  disposition  is  pk- 
naiy,  unrestrained,  unqualified.  It  is  not  limited  to  a 
specified,  object  or  to  a  defined  pimipM,  but  left  a^ 
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Slicftble  to  anjr  object  or  purpOK  which  the  wisdom  of 
oneroM  dikU  deem  fit,  acting  under  tti  l^b  retponn* 

Tlie  Government  parehased  Looinum  ind  ^otida. 
IBt^  it  not  applj'  the  proceeds  of  luidi  wHhtn  thoae  eoun* 
tries  to  anjr  object  which  the  good  oFlhe  Union  may  ie«n 
to  indicated  If  there  be  a  restraint  in  the  constitution, 
where  is  it — what  is  it? 

The  uniform  practice  of  the  Goverment  baa  conformed 
to  the  idea  of  its  possessing  full  powers  over  the  public 
lands.  The^  bare  been  freely  granted,  from  time  to  time, 
to  communities  and  tndividuids,  for  a  great  variety  of  pur- 
poses. To  States  Ibr  education,  internal  improrement, 
pubUc  buiMingsi  to  emporations  fiireducationt  to  the  deaf 
and  dumb;  to  the  cuHivatorB  of  the  olive  and  the  vine;  to 
pre-emptioners;  to  General  La&yette,  &c. 

The  deeds  from  the  ceding  States,  br  from  opposing, 
f^lly  warrant  the  distribution.  That  of  Tirpnia  ceded 
the  land  as  "a  common  fUnd  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  be- 
come, members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance 
tS  tiw  1^  States^  l^rginin  inclunva."  The  cession  was 
Ibr  the  benefit  of  all  rae  States.  It  may  be  argued  that 
the  fiinil  must  be  retuned  in  the  common  treasury,  and 
thence  paid  out  But,  by  the  bill  reported,  it  will  come 
into  the  common  treasury)  and  tlien  the  question  how  it 
diaU  be  subsecjuently  applied  (br  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  States  as  compose  the  confederacy,  is 
one  of  modut  only.  Whether  the  money  is  disbursed  by 
the  General  Government  directly,  or  is  paid  out,  upon 
■omeeqoaland  jnttprindple,  to  tbe  Sl>te%  to  be  diriiuro* 
ed  by  them,  cannot  ailieet  the  ri^  of  distribution.  If  Oe 
General  Cknremment  retained  the  power  of  ultimate  6a- 
bursement,  it  could  execute  it  only  by  suitable  agents; 
and  what  agency  is  more  suitable  than  that  of  the  States 
diemselves?  If  the  States  expend  the  money,  as  the  bill 
contemplates,  the  expenditure  will,  in  effect,  be  a  dis- 
bursement for  the  benefit  of  tlie  whole,  although  the  se- 
veral States  are  the  organs  of  the  expenditure!  for  the 
whole  and  all  the  parts  are  identieal.  And  whatever  re- 
dounds to  tiw  benefit  of  all  the  parts,  necessarily  contri* 
butea,  in  the  same  measure,  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 
The  great  question  ^oiild  be,  ii  the  distribution  upon 
equal  and  just  principles?  And  thisbringsme  to  considn*, 

2d.  The  terms  of  the  distribution  proposed  by  the  bill 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  The  bill  proposes  a 
diviuon  of  ttte  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
land*  among  the  several  States  comporing  the  Union,  »c- 
taiiaoig  to  their  federal  representative  population,  as  a»- 
certuned  by  the  last  cenniii  and  it  provides  for  new  States 
that  may  bereai^r  be  admitted  into  the  Unioo.  The  basis 
of  the  distribution,  therefore,  is  derived  fr<Hn  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  which  has  adopted  the  same  rule,  in  respect  to 
representation  and  direct  taxes.  None  could  be  more  j  ust 
niid  equitable. 

But  It  has  been  contended,  in  the  land  report,  that  the 
revolutionary  States,  which  did  not  cede  tbeir  public  lands, 
on^t  not  to  .be  allowed  to  come  into  the  distrUtution. 
This  objeetKm  does  not  apply  to  the  purchases  of  Louisi* 
ana  and  Flvida,  because  ue  oonuderation  for  them  was 
paid  out  of  the  commcm  treasury,  and  vns  consequently 
contributed  by  aU  the  States.  Nor  has  the  objection  any 
just  fiiundation,  when  applied  to  the  public  lands  derived 
nom  Virgiiua  and  the  other  ceding  Statesi  because,  by 
the  tenns  of  the  deeds,  the  cessions  were  nude  fur  the  use 
snd  benefit  of  all  the  States.  The  ceding  SUtes  having 
made  no  exception  of  any  SUte,  what  riglit  has  the  Oene- 
lal  Government  to  interpolate  in  the  deeds,  and  now  create 
an  exception?  The  General  Government  is  a  mere  trus- 
tee, holding  the  domun  in  virtue  of  those  deeds,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  and  conditions  which  they  expressly  de- 
"  M  and  it  is  bound  to  execute  the  trust  accordingly, 
r  is  the  fiiad  produced  by  the  public  hmds  now 


expended?  It  comes  into  the  common  treasury,  uij  ii 
disbursed  for  the  common  benefit,  without  ezceptiwi  of 
an^  State.  The  bill  only  proposes  to  substitute  to  thu 
object,  now  no  longer  necessary,  another  and  more  ineM 
common  object.  The  generil  application  of  the  fiuid  rill 
continue  under  the  operation  or  the  biD,  ahhoagh  tte 
particular  purposes  may  be  varied. 

Hie  equity  of  the  proposed  distribution,  aa  it  reipetti 
the  two  classes  of  States,  the  old  and  the  new,  miut  be 
manifest  to  the  Senate.  It  proposes  to  asngn  to  the  nev 
States,  besides  the  five  per  cent,  stipulated  for  in  their 
several  compacts  with  the  General  Government,  tbe  la- 
thersumof  tenpercent.  upon  the  nett  proceeds.  Ainu- 
ingthe  proceeds  ofthc  last  year,amountingtotS,566,127M, 
as  the  basis  of  the  calculation,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  piper 
[Appendix,  A.]  which  shows  the  sum  tt»t  etch  of  tbe 
seven  new  States  would  rec^ve.  They  have  compbintd 
of  the  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  public  landt  told  bj^ 
the  General  Government  for  five  years  after  the  nJe.  It 
that  exemption  did  not  exist,  and  they  were  to  excrciie 
tbe  power  of  taxing  those  lands  aa  the  average  incrate 
of  their  population  IS  only  eight  and  a  half  per  oent  pern- 
nnm,  the  aocUtiond  revenue  which  they  would  raise  «osU 
only  be  eight  and  a  half  per  cent  per  annum;  that  ti  tonf, 
a  State  now  collecting  a  revenue  of  $100,000  per  uiwn 
would  collect  only  9108,500,  if  it  were  to  tax  linds  it- 
cently  sold.  But,  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  uchof 
the  seven  new  States  will  uinu^Iy  receive,  as  iu  diitri- 
butive  share,  mam  than  the  whc^  amount  of  its  umA 
revenue. 

It  may  be  thoogfat  that  to  set  apart  ten  per  cent  to  the 
new  States,  in  the  flnrt  instance,  is  too  greata  proportiu^ 
and  is  unjust  towards  the  old  States.  But  it  wiU  be  ir- 
collected  that',  as  they  populate  much  faster  than  the  dd 
States,  and  as  the  last  census  is  to  govern  in  the  apportiiM- 
ment,  they  ought  to  receive  more  than  the  old  Ststes.  it 
tbey  receive  too  much  at  the  commencement  of  tbcleniii 
it  TOay  be  neutralized  by  the  end  of  it. 

After  the  deduction  shall  have  been  made  of  thefiftRi 
per  cent  allotted  to  the  new  States,  tlie  rendue  ii  to  be 
divided  among  the  twenty-four  States,  old  and  new,  cob- 
posing  the -Union.  What  each  of  the  States  wmJd  it- 
ceive,  is  shown  by  a  table  annexed  to  the  report  I'Uiif 
the  proceeds  of  the  last  year  as  the  standaid,  there  isitf 
be  added  one-nxtb  to  what  is  set  down  in  thrt  tabk  m 
proportion  of  the  serenl  States. 

if  the  power  and  the  principle  of  the  proposcJ  dirtribu-  I 
tion  be  satisfactory  to  the  Senate,  I  think  the  objects  eu-  | 
not  fail  to  be  equally  lo.    Th^  are  education,  intcrmi 
improvements,  and  colonization-— all  great  and  beneGcn< 
objects — all  national  in  their  nature.    No  nund  can  becul- 
tivated  and  improved;  no  work  of  internal  improrenieDt  . 
can  be  executed  in  anv  part  of  the  Union,  nor  any  p«** 
of  color  transported  from  any  of  its  ports,  in  which  tbe 
whole  Union  is  not  interested.   The  prosperity  of  Ik 
whole  is  an  aggregate  of  the  prosperHy  of  the  parb. 

The  States,  each  judging  for  itself,  willselect,  ankonf  w 
objects  enumerated  in  the  bill,  that  which  comports  bcA 
with  its  own  policy.  Thereisnocompulmon  inthediixK- 
Some  will  prefer,  perhaps,  to  apply  the  fund  to  the  ei- 
Unction  of  debt,  now  burdensome,  created  forinlemdis- 
proyements;  some  to  new  objects  of  internal  ioiproremf* 
others  to  education  i  and  others  again  to  colonizatioo.  B 
may  be  supposed  posrible  that  the  States  will  divert  ae 
fimd  from  the  specified  purposest  but  against  such  i  v» 
application,  we  have,  in  the  first  place,  Uie  f**^^^^ 
arises  out  of  their  presumed  goodfiuthi  and,  hitiK*ecaa<ii 
the  power  to  withhold  subsequent,  if  Uiere  hu  been  an)' 
abuse  in  previous  appropriations. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  General  GoverwDeBthuw 
power  in  respect  to  colonization.    Waiving  tbit,  u  iw 
being  a  question  at  this  time,  tbe  real  inquiry  ii,  tu^^ 
States  themscive*  any  auek  power/  for  it  talo  the  Sme* 
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that  the  aubject  is  referred.  The  evil  of  it  free  bkck 
population  is  not  restricted  to  particuUr  Slates,  but  ex- 
tends to,  and  is  felt  by,  all.  It  is  not,  therefore,  the  slave 
fjuestion,  but  totally  Satinet  from  and  unconnected  with 
it.  I  have  heretiJore  oden  expressed  vay  perfect  convic- 
tion that  the  General  Government  has  no  constitutional 
power  which  it  can  exercise  in  regard  to  African  davery. 
That  conviction  remains  unchanged.  The  States  in  which 
slavery  is  tolerated,  have  exclusively  in  their  own  hani^ 
the  entire  reflation  of  the  subject.  But  the  slave  States 
differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  expeaiency  of  African  coloniza. 
tion.  Several  of  tlieni  have  si^ified  their  approbation  of 
it.  The  Legislature  of  Kentucky*  I  believe  unammously, 
reconuoended  the  encouragement  of  colonization  to  Con- 
gress. 

Should  a  war  break  out  during  the  term  of  five  rears 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  is  limited  to,  the  fiind  is  to 
be  withdrawn,  and  applied  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war.  If  tiiere  be  no  war.  Congress,  at  the  end  of  the 
term,  will  be  able  to  ascertun  whether  the  money  has  been 
beneficially  expended,  and  to  judge  of  the  proprie^  of 
continuing  the  distribution. 

Three  reports  have  been  made  on  this  great  subject  of 
the  public  lands,  during  ttie  present  sesnon  of  Congress, 
besides  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  its  com- 
mencement— two  in  the  Senate,  and  one  in  the  House.  All 
three  of  them  agree,  first,  in  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
trol of  the  General  Government  over  the  public  lands;  and, 
second,  they  concur  in  rejecting  the  plan  of  a  cession  af 
the  public-  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  tire  situated, 
recommended  by  the  Secretary.  The  Land  ComnuUee  of 
the  Senate  propose  an  aswgnment  of  fifteen  per  cent  of 
the  nett  proceeds,  besides  the  five  per  cent,  stipulated  in 
the  compacts  (making  leather  twenty  per  cent.)  to  the 
new  States,  and  notbmg  to  the  old. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures  of  (he  Senate,  after  an 
allotment  of  an  additional  sum  often  per  cent,  to  the  new 
States,  proposes  an  equal  (Ustribution  of  the  residue  among 
aUthe  States,  oldaiidnew,  uptm  equitable  principles. 

The  Senate's  Land  Coromitteef  beudes  the  proposal  of 
a  distribution,  restricted  to  the  new  States,  recommends 
an  immediate  reduction  of  the  price  *  <  of  fresh  lands  to  a 
minimum  <^  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  to  fifty  cents  per 
acre  for  lands  which  have  been  five  years  or  upwards  in 
market " 

The  Land  Committee  ofthe  House  is  opposed  to  alldis* 
tiibution,  general  or  partial,  and  recommends  a  reduction 
of  the  price  to  one  dollar  per  acre. 

And  now,  Hr.  President,  I  have  a  few  words  more  to 
say,  and  shall  be  done.  We  are  admonished  by  all  our  re- 
flections, and  by  existing  signs,  of  the  duty  of  commuru- 
cating  strength  and  energy  to  the  glorious  Union  which 
now  encircles  our  favored  country.  Among  the  ties 
which  bind  us  together,  the  public  domain  merits  high 
consideration.  And  if  we  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  proceeds  of  that  great  resource,  among  the  several 
States,  for  the  important  objects  which  have  been  enu< 
merated,  a  new  and  powerful  bond  of  affection  and  of  In- 
terest will  be  added.  The  States  will  feel  and  recognise 
the  operation  of  the  General  Government,  not  merely  in 
power  and  burdens,  but  in  benefactions  and  blessings. 
And  tlie  General  Government,  in  its  turn,  will  feel,  from 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  which  K  dispenses  to  the 
States,  the  benefits  of  moral  and  intellectual  improvement 
of  the  people,  of  mater  facili^  in  social  and  commercial 
intercourse,  and  of  the  purification  of  the  population  of 
our  country,  themselves  the  best  parental  sources  of  na- 
tional character,  national  union,  and  national  greatness. 
VTliatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  particular  proposition 
now  under,  consideration,  1  sincerely  hope  tliat  the  atten- 
tion of  the  nation  mav  be  attracted  to  this  most  interesting 
subjeeti  that  it  may  justly  appreciate  the  value  of  tUs  im- 
mense natioDsl  property!  and  Ha*,  pmening  tiM  ngohc 


tion  of  it  by  the  will  of  tiie  whole,  £br  the  advantage  of 
the  whole,  it  may  be  tnuumitted,  as  a  sacred  and  inestimsr 
Me  succession,  to  posterity,  for  its  benefit  and  blessmgftr 
ages  to  come. 
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[SuppoMng  it  would  be  acceptable,  we  annex  the  table 
which  accompanied  the  report  of  the  Senate's  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  showing  the  distributive  share  of  each 
State.  Since  that  table  was  constructed,  it  has  been  aa- 
eertdned  that  the  proceeds  of  ttie  public  lands  last  year 
were  upwards  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dolbuni.  Con- 
sequently, one-sixth  diould  be  added  to  the  amount  esti- 
mated for  every  State,  in  tiie  f(^wing  table,  to  show  what 
each  State  would  receive,  on  the  suppoutioa  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  pubUc  lands  for  succeeding  yean  will  equal 
the  htt.yr-Eait9n  of  the  RtgjiaUt. 
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Statement  ehmoing  the  dividend  of  each  State  {aeeording  to 
ite  federal  population)  m  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
after  deducing  therefrom  Hfleenper  cent,  as  an  adAtion' 
al  daridead  far  the  States  m  whiat  the  ptMie  land  it  mtu- 


[EsUtnitted  proceeds  of  Undo,  $3,000,000;  deduct  15 
per  cent  $450,000,  and  $2,550^000  renuun  to  be  divided 
among' &11  the  States  according-  to  their  population.] 


Federal  popula- 
I     tion,  1830. 


Maine, 

New  Hsmpslure, 
Massachusetts, 
Vermont,  - 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  - 
Maryland*  - 
Virg:inia,  - 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Alabama,  - 
Miwiaaippi, 
LouisiaUi,  - 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  - 
Ohio, 
IntUaaa, 
Illinois, 
Missouri,  - 


399,437 
269,326 
610,408 
280,657 
97,194 
297,665 

1,918,553 
319,923 

1,348,072 
75,432 
406,843 

1,023,503 
639,747 
455,025 
429,811 
263,508 
110,358 
171,694 
625,263 
621,832 
935,884 
343,031 
157,147 
130,419 


11.938,731 


Shares  in  proceeds 
of  public  lands. 


$85,387  48 
57.573  71 
130,487  59 
59,995  93 
20,777  12 
63,631  72 
410,138  39 
68,389  59 
3881,176  64 
15,202  93 
86,756  89 
218,793  82 
136,758  45 
97,270  51 
91,880  53 
56.116  22 
33,591  19 
36,703  95 
133.663  21 
132,928  77 
200,063  54 
73,329  59 
33,593  25 
37,879  68 


Thcksdat,  Jdbi  31. 
PATENTS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  lud  before  the  Senate  a  re- 
ptnt  from  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
m  obed*ience  to  a  resolution  calling  for  tlie  number  of 
patents  for  land  which  are  waiting  for  the  ngnature  of 
the  President,  and  tlie  cost  of  each  patent. 

[Tlie  report  sutea  the  number  of  patents  to  be  10,590; 
and  the  cost  of  those  which  are  written  in  the  office  at 
fifty-tliree  cents,  and  of  tliose  written  out  (rf*  the  office  at 
th!ny-iiine  cents  each.] 

On  mution  of  Mr.  TIPTON,  the  Senate  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  conuderation  of  executive  business,  [with 
a  view,  as  he  intimated,  of  acting  on  the  nominations  of 
officers  for  the  newly  created  regiment  of  mounted  gun* 
men.] 

Fbidax,  Jusi  33. 

PENSION  DUTIES. 

Tlie  resolution  from  the  Houae,  truisFerring  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  pension  b'dl  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
I'reasiiry  to  the  Secretury  of  War,  waa  taken  up- 
Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  necessity  for  tliia 
transfer;  oiid  it  was  stated  that  tlie  measure  was  proposed 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  liead  uf  the  Pension  Bureau  in  the 
WfX  Department,  and  titat  the  object  was  to  give  an  op- 
poi-tunity  for  the  formntton  of  %  new  buretiu  in  that  de- 
partment. 


The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pea- 
slons,  giving  a  discretion  to  the  President  to  nuke  the 
transfer,  if  he  aboukl  think  it  necessary,  was  negatiTcd. 

Tlie  questioi  wa*  then  taken  on  the  tUrd  xca^ng  gf 
the  resolution,  and  decided  as  fellows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Chambers,  Dallas,  Eltis,  Evi^, 
Forsyth,  Freling^uysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Ku^ 
King,  Marcy,  Poindexter,  Prentiaa,  Robbm^  Bobiun^ 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  TaieweU,  'Hpto^ 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wammao,  White,  WiUtins.— 28. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  Chrtoo, 
Foot,  Hayne,  Knight,  Manguin,  &UUer,  Moore,  Nsuthia, 
Webster.— 13. 
The  resolution  wis  then  read  a  third  timc^  aad'piwi 
Mr.  HAYNE  submitted  a  resolution  to  amnid  me  rula 
of  the  Senate,  so  aa  to  make  a  motion  to  strike  ont  nd 
insert  not  a  diviHble  motion,  be. 

DTTEBNAI.  IMPROVEMENTS. 

On  motion  1^  Mr.  WILKINS,  the  Senate  then  ptwred- 
ed  to  confer  the  act  nuking  impropriations  for  certm 
internal  improvements  for  1832. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  erf*  Mr. 
STTH  to  strike  out  the  clause  alipropriatiw  30^000  dot 
Jars  for  the  improvement  of  tbe  navigntion  of  Cumberhod 
river, 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  had  proposed  to  make  sow 
remarks  on  tiiis  question;  but  he  had  not  aufficientir  re- 
covered his  articulation  to  say  more  than  that  he  hopri 
the  amendment  would  be  negatived.  He  said  that,  a 
the  Cumberland  river  runs  through  the  States  of  Tes- 
nessee  and  Kentucky;  as  Kentucky  had  recdvednolann 
of  this  kind  from  the  General  Government,  the  HapiSe 
road  appropriation  having  been  vetoed;  and  as  the  port  df 
Nashville  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  was  sttatBl 
on  this  river,  which  was  one  of  the  finest  streams  of  the 
West,  be  hoped  the  Senate  would  reject  the  amendiMiit. 
The  nature  of  the  obstruction  is  so  weJl  known.  tbatapK- 
vioiis  survey  could  not  be  necessaty. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  stated  that  the  gentleman  frcra  Geor- 
-.a  had  put  this  on  the  ground  of  a  test  question,  and  tbt. 
this  motion  prevuloo,  he  would  nifive  aftenruib  t> 
strike  out  other  provi^ons  of  the  bill.  Hewi>bedtoki»r 
what  the  other  provisions  were. 

Mr.  UAYNE  suggested  other  points  on  which  bede9^ 
cd  iaformation.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  appif^ 
ations  contuned  in  this  hiW  •  Would  tbess  si^ropriitM 
be  sufficient  to  finish  tiie  works  for  wluck  they  an  in- 
quired' What  was  the  amount  required  for  nev  nmt)' 
He  expressed  lus  satisfaction  that  the  question  wu  ■»* 
fau'ly  and  solemnly  made.  He  was  of  opinion  thst,  iftte 
Cumberland  river,  a  new  work  not  surveyed,  vis  to  be 
cleared  by  a  national  appropriation,  every  outlctandrns 
of  the  Union  could  be  cleared  at  the  expense  of  the  I'lit- 
ed  States.  After  that  was  done,  the  Government  vonV 
be  called  on  to  make  roads/rom  one  watercoune  to  ■>- 
other. 

Ur.  FORSYTH  replied  that  there  were  three  nff 
works  embraced  in  this  bill.  There  was,  first,  an  iftpro 
priation  for  the  Arkansas  river  of  15,000  dollars.  Tbe« 
was,  secondly,  tlie  appropriation  of  30,000  dollars  for  the 
Cumberland  river;  and  tJie  third  was  an  appropriation  a 
30,000  dollars  for  repairing  a  road  in  the  Territor>"  of  A^ 
kajuas.  He  had  thought  there  were  four  objects,  bulk 
discovered  that  the  fourth  (die  Savannah  river)  wo** 
new  work.  The  appropriations,  as  the  billstsnds.iiiKMi' 
to  1.100,000  dollars.  Some  of  the  objects  wouldrtquin 
additional  appropriations,  and  some  additional  ones  to  i 
considerable  amount.  He  repeated  that  it  was  bis  object 
to  get  a  decision  that  no  new  works  should  be  entbrsMO 
in  this  bill,  as  there  was  another  bill  into  which  tbey  mig^' 
be  interwoven. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  said  tiic  propwition  wa&to  itrike  out 
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the  appropriation  for  clearing'  out  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Cumberland  river.  As  a  local  object, 
be  had  no  knowledge  of  the  matter.  But  he  waa  not  pre- 
pared to  wlimt  the  priactple  that  no  measure  in  which 
th«re  had  not  been  a<previoiii  appropriation  uugh(  to  be 
embraced  in  the  bilh  or  that  a  work.ahoiild  be  excluded 
mi^rrly  becauae  there  had  been  no.  atirvey.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  appropriation,  therefore,  on  that  score. 
His  vote  would  be  governed  by  the  itiformation  he  shoirl<l 
receive  from  those  who  were  best  acquainltrd  with  the 
natter,  as  to  the  importance  of  the  work  itself.  The 

?>ntleman  from  Tenneisee  could  give  this  information, 
hia  object  ia  cuniiected  with  two  Stiitet,  and,  if  the  gen- 
tlemra  from  tlieae  iitat«a  differ  n  to  the  expediency  of 
the  iq)propriMtiun,  it  might  be  «  mson  for  further  reflec- 
tion. He  wiabed  to  hear  from  Tennessee  ,  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  GKUNDY  regarded  the  Cumberland  river  as  next 
in  importance  to  the  Hitwiasappi  and  the  Ohio  rivera.  Tiie 
Kentucky  river  he  considered  as  of  trifliiif^  importance  in 
compartsoa  with  the  Cumberhtnd.  I'he  I'eniiensee  river 
was  of  minor  importance.  So  he  as  tlie  national  import- 
ance of  tlie  river  oould  R<>vem  his  rote,  he  was  disposed 
to  yield.  He  then  utated  ihwt  the  obstmctionsti)  the  Cum- 
bcirland  river  were  tlie  Duver  alioais  and  the  Muscle 
ahoats.  The  latter,  situated  forty  lailes  below  Naslivjile, 
were  the  must  fitrinidable.  He  then  took  a  view  of  the 
importance  of  Nasliville  as  a  port  and  a  commercial  depot{ 
and  stated  llul*  if  any  case  ought  (»  be  taken  where  iio 
survey  lia<)  taken  place,  it  ought  to  be  tfa  st  and  lie  wa- 
prcpared  to  give  hia  vote  in  favor  of  the  appropriation, 
whenever  the  qnestioi)  sliould  be  taken. 

Mr.  WHITK  cl  d  nut  exuctly  concur  with  his  colleague 
in  hm  estimate  of  the  im|)i>i-tince  of  the  Cnmbi-rland  rlvcr. 
He  himself  considered  several  streams  iii  Uie  West  as  equal 
or  auperiiir  in  iinpoi-tance. 

Ur.  GRUNDY  explainefl,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  TYLER,  who  w.ahed  to  know  where  the  line  was 
to  be  drawn  between  a  nHtinn.tl  and  a  local  work.  -  If  the 
criterion  was  to  be  that  a  river  or  a  road  ntn  through  two 
Slates  or  one  State,  whether  it  Was  to  be  a  river  of  one 
hundred  miles  or  of  fifty  milest  and  whether  there  was  to 
be  a  distinction  between  great  lutionat  and  little  national 
works. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  sent'ments  in  opposition 
to  the  practice  of  measuring  nationid  objects  bv  furlings, 
rwxLs  and  perdies,  and  of  carrying  a  measuring  st  ck  by 
the  side  of  the  atreams  fur  wfiich  appropriations  were 
ssked.  He  stated  that  he  was  once  anked  why  he  luut 
▼uted  for  a  liberal  appropriation  for  tlte  tiarbor  of  Mobile. 
He  r^pl.ed  by  poiiiting  to  a  stateme iit  of  the  loai  of  a  Bos- 
ton vesdcl,  of  the  vittiie  of3U,U00  dollars,  on  tlie  Mobile 
bur;  and  thus  finding  that  the  interest  felt  in  this  improve- 
ment was  national,  and  not  local.  He  insisted  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Massachusetts  were  as  mnch  interested  in  every 
stisig  which  was  taken  out  of  the  Misaimippi,  and  every  old 
tree  removed  from  the  Ohio.  I'lie  State  of  Delaware  was 
not  BO  much  interested  in  the  breakwater  at  the  moutti  of 
her  buy,  as  wus  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  and  it  being  a 
work  uf  this  national  ctiarater,  it  Wiu  not  to  be  expected 
that  Delaware,  or  New  Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania,  would 
expen<l  tlie  amount  of  its  construction.  He  state<l  tiwt  the 
proposition  of  a  new  and  ^nding  tax,  of  a  system  of 
g'rievous  oppression — the  march  of  an  army,  the  sweep 
of  a  pestilence,  the  approach  o(  death,  could  not  be  spo- 
ken uf  with  more  horror  than  was  a  proposition  to  open' 
a  road,  or  make  a  canal,  in  this  House.  As  this  was  a 
work  for  the  common  benefit,  it  ought  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  common  cliarge.  Having  gime  so  far  in  support  of 
the  system  of  intern.d  improvenwsnt,  he  was  nut  now  dis- 
posed to  retrace  his  steps. 

Afler  a  few  words  from  Mr.  HOLMES,  Ur.  JOHN- 
STON,  Mr.  BifiB,  and  Mr.  FOBSTTH. 
sro&.  VIU.— 71 


Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  and  on 
this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Mewrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Havne,  Hill,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 15. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton,  Dallua,  D  ckerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freliiig- 
huysen,  Hendricks,  Hnlmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Marcy, 
Naudain,  Foindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Riig> 
gles,  Seymoirr,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  7*ipton,  Tomlinson, 
Webster,  Wilkins.— 29. 

Some  fiirther  (Uscussioii  then  tooV  place,  in  which  Mr. 
WEBSTEU,  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  Mr.  SMITH,  and  Mr. 
HAYNE  toot  part. 

The  questlnn  was  then  taken  on  the  mntlon  of  Mr. 
FonjiTTK  to  strike  out  the  appropriation,  and  decided  as 
fill  lows; 

YEAS.— Meosrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  El- 
l's, Foot,  Forsyth,  Hnyne,  Hill,  King,  Kn'ght,  Mangnm, 
Vlarcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Smith,  Tasewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White.— 20. 

NAYS-— Metsrf.  Benton.  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay* 
tnn,  D.tIIas  Ewing,  Frelingliuyscn,  Grundy,  Hendriclu, 
Hnlncs,  Johiistoii,  Kane,  Nawiain,  Foindexter,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  RViggles,  Si  ymonr,  Silahee,  Sprague* 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Witkins — 26. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  ameiul  tlie  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  of  fiiur  thonund  five  hundred  dollars  fiur 
the  improvement  of  tlie  harbor  and  river  of  St.  Marks,  in 
Florida. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITF,  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  requested  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  tu  aSurd  him  an  oppurUinhy  for  a  few  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  WHITE  witlidrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  then  drew  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  situation  of  many  of  the  public  works,  wh  ch  were 
delayed  hy  the  very  eXtraiTdinaiy  lusltation  of  Congrtss 
in  piissing  this  hill,  and  particularly  to  the  strong  nice^ 
niiy  of  immed  a'e  action  on  the  subject  of  an  ap|ii-(»pria- 
t'oii  to  continue  that  most  important  national  work,  the 
Delaware  hresikwHter.  This  an<l  all  similar  appropria- 
tions had  usually  hirretofore  been  passed  at  a  much  earlier 
period  of  the  session,  and  the  delay  uf  them  until  mid- 
summer had  now  created  the  most  serious  embarnuui- 
ments,  both  to  the  people  who  had  been  engagetl  in  fur- 
n.shing  stone  for  the  breakwater,  and  olhen,  and  also  to 
the  Government  itself.  Increase  of  the  expense,  and 
Kreat  embarrassment  in  drawing  the  industry  wiiich  it 
had  emphiyed  nnce  its  conunencement  from  new  en- 
gagements back  to  the  former  employment,  would  be 
tiie  conaeqncnces  of  this  delay.  He  referred  to  most 
presnng  sutcilations  which  )ie  had  received  during  the 
scHsion  from  various  qoarters,  urging  the  necessity  of  this 
appropriation,  and  concluded  witli  some  remarks  on  the 
gjcat  national  importance  and  utility  of  the  breakwater, 
and  by  urging  the  passage  of  the  bill  wiUiout  further  pro* 
crastinalion.  He  hoped  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
would  see  the  propriety  of  not  renewing  bis  motion  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
■'For  removing  obstnictons  and  further  improving  the 
navigation  of  J^me*  river,  below  the  city  of  Richmond, 
intlte  State  ofVirgitus,  one  hundred  and  twenty  tbouaiuid 
dollars." 

til  offering  the  amendment,  Mr.  CLAY  adverted  to  the 
memorial  presented  on  this  subu  ct  a  few  days  since,  s-gned 
by  the  most  respectable,  the  ihU  of  tlie  oitjr  of  Bicbmuiid. 
A  survey  bad  been  made  by  Mr.  Cnnet 
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At  the  Mif^ttion  of  Hr.  FORSYTH,  that  the  meniMia] 
WM  still  before  the  CotnmiUee  on  Commerce  fur  exami* 
nation,  and  that  the  appropriattoi)  couH  be  made  in  an- 
other bill  about  to  be  reported, 

Hr.  CLAT  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  lo  the  Senate  aa  amended, 
and  the  amendments  beinff  concurred  in,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  third  readings  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. —Messrs.  BiicVner,  Ohambera,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fretin^uysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Katie,  Knight,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ro- 
binson, Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wlkins. — 26. 

NATS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For^th,  Grundy, 
Hayne*  Kane,  Mangum,  Marey,  Miller,  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Wbtte.— 13. 


Saturdxt,  Jvjri  23. 
DEPARTMENl'  OF  STATE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BIBB,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con- 
rider  the  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
appty  the  balance  which  tnay  remain  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  in  the  Patent  Office  to  the  arrangement 
of  the  papers  in  the  State  Department. 

Mr.  BIBB  briefly  explained  that  be  had  information 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  a  surplus  would  remain 
after  tbe  borinem  of  the  Patent  Office  was  finished.  He 
stated  that  there  was  great  difficulty  nowin  finding  papers. 
They  were  tied  up  tn  bundles,  and  put  away  on  shelres. 
His  object  was  to  harfe  them  assorted,  numbered,  and  in- 
dezed,  for  the  facility  of  acceas. 

Hr.  MANGUM  regarded  the  difficult  as  arising  alto- 
gether from  the  abtcnce  of  order  and  industry  in  the  de- 
partment 

Mr.  FOOT  aud  diat  the  blessed  effecta  of  the  Temorals 
of  clerks  were  made  evident  by  this  rescdution.  He  stated 
Hat,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, he  had  never  found  any  difficulty  or  deten- 
tion in  the  obtainment  of  papers;  bu^  after  the  removal 
of  eight  clerks  in  that  single  department,  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  It  was  owing  to  the  want  of  order  tliat  the 
papers  were  not  filed  and  arranged. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  JOHNSTON  in  favor  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
in  order  that  the  Sendte  mi^t  proceed  to  tbe  considera- 
tion of  executive  buainesa;  while  the  resolution  was  pend- 
ing. 

The  tict  making  appropriations  for  certain  internal  im- 
provements for  the  year  1832  was'read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage,  on  motion  of  Hr 
HILL,  tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  questifm  was  then  put,  and  decided  aa  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay 
ton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freling- 
buyaen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight, 
Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  South,  Upton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wil- 
kins.— 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill, 
King,  Hangum,  Harcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindexter,  Taze- 
well, Tyler,  White.— 14. 

So  the  biH  was  passed. 

A  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hi.T:Tx,  amend- 
ing the  twelfth  rule  of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  make  a  motion 
to  strike  oat  and  insert  indivisible,  Btc.  was  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

On  mirtion  of  Hr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  then  proceeded 
to  tbe  coMidcnition  of  executive  burincts. 


MoirsaT,  Jvxa  25. 
DISCRUONATING  DUTIES  WITH  SPAIN. 
A  message  was  receired  from  tiie  Presideiit  of  (be 
United  States,  communicating  a  ivport  from  the  Secrett- 
ry  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  ablation  of  the  dncn- 
minating  duties  now  existing  on  Spaiush  vessels.  Tlie 
report  was  read.  It  stated  that  despatches  had  been  n- 
ccived  from  our  minister  m  Spain,  stating  that  an  order 
had  been  ianied  by  the  Spaniai  Oovcrnmeat  abriidiw 
the  discriminating  duties  on  American  ve«ds»  on  eon& 
tion  that  a  similar  abolition  should  he  made  by  the  Umtcd 
States. 

Mr.  CLAT,  at  whose  instance  the  report  was  read,  sud 
he  had  found,  as  he  feared,  tiiat  this  measure  did  not  ci- 
tend  to  Cuba,  or  the  other  islands  of  Spun.  As  the  wb- 
ject  was  about  to  be  referred,  and  as,  in  relatien  to  Cubi, 
almost  the  entire  carrying  trade  waa  confined  to  Spiin, 
he  hoped  tile  attention  of  the  comnuttee  would  be  direct- 
edtothat  pnirt.  He  was  aware  that  the  Secretary  stitfd 
in  Us  report  that  negotiations  were  Soing  on;  but  he 
thought  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  might  be  put  into  Ac 
haoda  of  the  Executive,  to  strengthen  tbe  pniding  nego- 
tiation on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Some  contingent 
provision  as  to  the  -carrying  trade  with  Cuba,  and  tte 
other  Spanish- poaseaaions,  placed  in  the  hap^  oT  our 
minister  in  Spain,  could  not  but  be  &vorable  to  the  ob- 
ject whidi  he  had  in  view.  If  no  remedy  should  shottif 
be  applied,  Spwi  would  soon  monopolize  tbe  whole  of 
the  CMT3dng  trade  between  !he  United  States  and  Cnbi 
and  the  other  Spanbh  islands. 
The  mcamge  wks  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

PRESIDENT'S  FAC  SIHILE. 

Oti  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  tiie  Senate  proceeded  to  tbe 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  appoint  a  recorder  for  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  and  to  provide  the  means  of  signing 
and  issuing  the  patents  fdr  the  public  lands — (he  question 
being  on  the  reconuderation  of  the  vote  taken  on  Ur. 
Fossrra's  amendment,  providing  for  affixing  the  &c 
simile  of  the  President's  signature  to  the  patents. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  had  ratlier  tbe  motion  pic- 
vailed.  At  any  rate,  if  tiie  bill  passed  as  it  then  *is,  it 
would  create  an  anomaly  unknown  in  this  or  any  other 
Govcrnmeiiti  it  would  be  clothing  a  subordinate  officer 
with  the  highest  attribute  of  sovereigntj' — the  diqxnif 
of  tbe  public  domain.  He  would  oppose  the  bill  oo  th^ 
ground,  and  also  on  the  ground  that  there  were  ten  thiw- 
sand  patents  already  prepared  for  signature,  whidi  lbs 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  saidcuuldbe 
altered,  but  which,  he  contendtd,  could  not,  tlut  miA 
be  lost.  With  a  view  of  obviating  these  difficulties,  Mr. 
V.  submitted  an  amendment  providing  tiiat,  hereaf^i')  >t 
shall  not  he  necessary  for  the  President  to  sign  the  pa- 
tents for  the  pulilic  lands,  but  that  the  CoDuntsnoncr d 
the  General  Laud  Office  fihall  affix  to  ttiem  the  grtM  wl 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  sign  them  as  commisHOiKr. 
The  great  seal,  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  wJl  be  tbe  erideaceof 
^e  title,  and  the  signature  of  the  comniia«onCT  willpo- 
ranty  the  purity  of  the  grant. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  the  power  of  slgnii^  tbe 
patents  did  not  arise  from  any  inherent  sovereignty  i"  the 
President,  but  from  tlie  authority  given  him  by  hw; 
we  can  give,  said  he,  that  autiiority  to  any  officer  ssvcfl 
as  to  the  President.  The  aoverei^nty  was  in  the  Vivnei 
States,  and  tbe  act  of  sovereignty  m  the  tmnsfer  of  ^ 

Sublic  domain  was  performed  by- them  through  tlic  offirtr 
esignated  by  law.  This  expedient  of  a  facaiiiil^i  * 
counterfeit,  as  it  might  mora  correctly  be  termed,  he  tW 
not  much  like.  The  much  belter  »ay  would  be  to  lak*  > 
responsible  officer,  and  let  him  put  the  great  scil,  iop- 
ther  with  his  own  signature,  in  the  putcnL  Periiajis  W 
difficulty  might  be  got  over  when  we  bad  a  Preudent  witb 
a  ihuler  name,  and  then  we  could  get  on  pret^nwha 
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the  old  w»y.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  president's  name 
mn  in  only  Htc  letters — H.  Clat — it  woaW  not  take  up  no 
much  time  to  fill  up  patents  with  these  few  letters,  and  we 
should  not,  probably,  hear  any  complaints  of  the  difficulty 
of  «|cniiig  them.  But,  to  be  serious,  it  would  be  much 
bctt«>  to  create  an  officer,  and  confer  on  faim  the  power 
to  aathenticate  the  patents,  than  to  tmke  tiiis  circuitous 
way  of  a  fitc  nmile,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  idea  that  the 
Prendent  is  the  sole  repreaentaUve  ofthesovereirn  power 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KING  observed,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine  was 
serious,  he  must  see  that  it  mattered  not  who  the  President 
was,  or  whether  his  name  was  long;  or  short — he  must,  in 
order  to  si^  these  patents,  devot^  to  it  time  that  ought 
to  be  occupied  with  the  more  important  conctms  of  the 
country.  The  Senator' from  Mississippi  ht^  abandoned 
some  of  hia  ol^eedons^  but  proposes  to  affix  the  great 
teal  of  the  United  States  to  the  land  patents.  Wliy,  sir, 
we  hare  already  a  seal;  not  the  great  seal,  to  be  sure,  but 
a  very  convenient  one,  sufficient  to  authenticate  the  grant; 
and  with  this  and  the  signature  of  the  commissioner,  coun- 
tersigned bythf  recorder,  the  patent  wij!  be  complete. 
He  (fid  notuSmitthat  there  would  be  any  loss  on  account 
of  the  10,000  mtenls  spoken  of  by  the  genUenmn  from 
MissiSiippi.  One-half  of  Aese  were  signed,  and  the 
others  he  presumed  could  be  ngned  before  the  bill  went 
into  operation.  The  documents  showed  that,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  the  President  had 
signed  more  than  10,000,  and  thst  there  were  40, 000  more 
to  sign.  Did  any  Senator  believe  tliat  it  was  necessary 
Air  the  President  himself  to  ngn  the  patents,  in  order  to 
^ive  more  validly  to  the  grants?  If  this  was  not  so, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  pass  this  law  to  remove  the  dif- 
ficulties encountered  by  the  people  of  the  new  States  in 
g-etting  their  patents?  Gentlemen  all  seem  to  admit  the 
difficulties  under  the  present  system,  but  could  not  agree 
on  the  mode  of  meeting  them.  One  .wanted  a  fac  simile 
of  the  present  signaturet  and  another  wanted  the  great 
seal  of  the  United  States.  The  only  effect  of  this  was  to 
create  delay,  while  the  public  bunness  wu  sofTeting. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  inquired  oftbechurman  ofthe  commit- 
tee, [Mr.  Kiiro,]  what  seal  was  now  affixed  to  the  patents. 
Mr.  KING  replied,  the  seal  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  hoped  the  obairman  of  the 
committee  would  not  attribute  any  observations  of  his  toa 
presumption  of  more  knowledge  of  the  subject  than  the 
committee  who  had  charge  of  it.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  that  ttie  PreMdent  ought  to  be  relieved 
from  the  labor  of  signmg  the  patenfi^  and  he  did  not 
regard  die  expense  necessary  to  accomplish  this  object 
With  regard  to  toe  authentication  ofthe  grant,  betUanot 
think  it  a  matter  of  so  ITttle  importance.  It  ought  to  run 
in  the  name  of  the  grantee — the  United  States,  and  be  ac- 
companied by  a  leii;  but  it  could  not  be  the  great  seal, 
for  that  was  in  the  custody  of  the  Department  of  State. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  seal  of  the  General  I^nd 
Office  was  recognised  by  law,  but  this  might  be  done. 
H«  would  further  suggest  to  the  gentleman  mm  Alabama 
to  draw  up  the  form  j^f  the  patent  and  embody  it  in 
the  bill;  »na  then,  by  niaking  the  seal  the  gtcatevidence 
of  its  authentici^,  one  signature  to  the  patent  would  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  was  much  pleased  with  the  sug^s. 
tion  ofthe  gpcntleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  thought  the 
form  of  the  patent  ou^t  to  be  provided  for  by  law. 

Mr.  CLAT  was  satisfied,  from  his  own  observation  and 
pofitical  knowledge  of  die  subject  that  lome  change  in 
the  mode  of  issuii^  land  patents  was  necenair,  not  only 
for  the  personal  comfort  of  the  Prerident,  but  for  the  de- 
spatch of  tbe  public  business.  Any  one  who  would  visit 
the  President  in  the  morning,  would  find  that,  instead  of 
bis  being  occupied  with  the  great  concerns  of  the  country, 
lie  was  engaged  in  the  tedious  labw  of  signii^  patents.  He 


thought  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Masssehu- 
setts  entitled  to  much  weight.  The  State  of  Vil^nii^ 
which  was  the  greatest  sovereign  grantor  of  land,  with  the 
exception  of  the  United  States,  had  the  form  of  her  grant 
for  land  designated  by  law;  and  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
following  her  example,  had  made  the  same  provision. 

He  did  not  think  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts that  one  signature  would  be  sufl^cient,  and  he  there- 
fore hoped  thst  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would^gree 
to  the  insertion  of  the  form  of  the  patent,  and  retain  every 
>  thing  else  in  the  bill  as  it  then  stood.  # 

Mr.  KANE  did  not  think  it  of  much  consequence  by 
whom  the  patent  was  signed.  I'he  patent  was  to  furniu 
:  the  purchaser  with  the  best  evidence  that  he  had  acquir- 
ed the  legal  title  to  his  land.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  in- 
serting in  the  body  of  the  law  what  the  form  of  the  grant 
should  be;  all  that  was  wanted  was  a  certificate  of  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Government  that  the  in^vidual  had 
acquired  his  title  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
The  patent  did  not  confer  the  title;  that  was  previously 
acquired  by  lawj  it  was  only  a  legal  and  durable  evidence 
of  title. 

He.  FOINDEXTER  sud  that  the  bill  ought  to  go  into 
operation  at  a  day  sufficiently  remote,  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident to  complete  the  signature  of  the  6,000  patents  yet 
to  be  upned^  He  thought  with  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky that  the  form  of  the  patent  oughtto  be  embodied  in  the 
law;  and,  as  be  had  no  objection  jtothe  reconuderation, 
he  would  vote  for  it,  and  then  move  to  recommit  the  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  form  of  the  patent  inserted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  »nd  the  vote  on  the  adop* 
tion  of  Mr.  Foaaxra's  amendment  reconudered. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bm 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirinative. 

STATUE  OF  WASHINGTON. 
The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BOBBINS,  took  tip 
for  consideration  the  joint  resolution,  (as  unended  by  mt 
Committee  on  the  Library,)  authorising  the  President  to 
contract  for  a  fiill  length  pedestrian  statoe.  In  marble,  of 
General  Waahington,  to  be  placed  in  the  rotundo,  with  aa 
appropriation  of  95,000. 

Mr.  PORSYTH  inquired  the  object  of  this  tppropria* 
tioui  if  it  were  contemplated  as  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

As  giving  a  full  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  POINDEX- 
TER  requested  the  report  of  the  Library  Committee  to 
be  read.  It  detailed  the  proceedings  bad  in  the  Houseof 
ftepresentatives,  where  the  resolution  had  ot^[fauUy  been 
adopted,  aatoorixing  the  eropb^ment  of  Mr-  Greenot^ph, 
the  American  artist,  to  execute  the  work;  and  contained  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  State,  informing 
Mr.  Greenough,  now  in  Italy,  thereof,  with  instructions 
respecting  the  same;  the  head  to  be  modelled  after  that  of 
Houdon's  statue,  the  rest  ofthe  outlines  to  be  left  to  the 
artist's  own  taste,  &c. 

Mr.  FOKSTTH  could  see  no  occasion  for  the  api>ropri- 
atibn  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  reaolutiont  it 
was  a  departure  from  the  o^ect  the  retolotion  itiel^ 
which  was  merely  for  the  President  "  to  make  a  con- 
tract." It  could  not  be  supposed  that  95,000  would  be 
any  use,  for  he  beliered  that  a  work,  such  as  contem- 
plated, could  not  be  had  completed  for  lest  tiian  30  or 
35,000  dollars. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  expUned.  It  was  not  expected 
that  the  appropriation  would  cover  the  full  cost  It  was 
mereWto  enable  the  Preaident  to  take  the  preliminaij 
st«>s  in  makiiw  the  contract.  The  general  appropriatxm 
bill  had  origin^ly  contained  two  appropriations,  one  inre- 
gard  to  this  memorial  of  Washington,  the  other  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Jefferson.  They  had  botii  been  stricken  ost  on 
account  of  their  supposed  inforDMSty,  to  be  introdoced  tt 
separate  measures.  ^  j 
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Mr.  MILLEK  objected  to  luch  appropmtioiu,  vhere 
the  specific  mm  required  was  not  known-  In  tins  mude 
yearly  and  indefinite  grantk  would  be  called  for  to  cover 
the  cost  till  completed,  and  it  was  hard  to  say  where  it 
DUght  end. 

After  some  Turner  explanation  from  Hr.  POINDEX- 
TEKand  Hr.  CHAMBERS, 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  stronrly  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  allowed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  Of 
the  many  illiistrioim  men  to  whom  their  country  nwtrd  a 
debt  orgrat^ide,  Washington  was  the  only  one  to  wlium 
be  would  timik  it  prudent  to  pay  tlie  homHge  now  con- 
templated. An  image — a  testimonial  of  this  great  mun, 
the  father  of  his  country,  should  exist  in  cvtry  part  of  the 
Union,  as  a  memorial  of  his  patriotism,  and  of  the  services 
rendered  his  country;  but  of  all  places,  it  was  required  in 
this  capital — the  centre  of  the  Union — the  ofTsijring,  the 
ereat'.on,Df  his  mindand  of  h:s  labors.  An  appropriation 
for  this  individual  purpost,  at  another  periodofthe  sesMorC 
bad  been  introduced  m  the  general  Oieaaurci  and  was  af- 
terwardH  struck  out,  on  the  undersUnding  of  being  brought 
forward  in  the  present  mode.  But,  even  since  that  time, 
tht-y  had  an  additional  moti>efor  thi*  act.  Application 
for  the  remuns  of  this  Treat  maii  had  been  made  by  the 
representatives  of  the  nation,  to  bestow  on  them  a  national 
tribute  of  honor;  and  this  api>lication  had  met  with  a  refu> 
■al.  The  death  of  the  p*xiprietur  of  the  spot  where  ttiose 
renwins  rested,  had  but  just  taken  place;  and  into  whose 
hands  they  thouhl  nowf![n--int.tthe  possesion  ofafriend 
oritrangcr,  in  tlie  event  of  a  tale  of  the  pniptrtjr  or  other- 
wise, it  was  impossible  to  conjecture;  but  such  being  the 
casualt'.e8  to  wliich  they  were  I  able,  it  behooved  them  (the 
Congress  of  the  United  States)  the  more  to  adopt  means 
to  secure  a  representative  of  those  reltcsi  that  miglit  en- 
dure for  Aiture  ages.  The  resolutioii  liad  his  hearty  con- 
currence, and  he  hoped  it  would  pass  without  objection. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  engrossing  for  a  thini 
reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  the  call  of 
Mr.  HAYNE,  and  were  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Grun- 
dy, Holmes,  Johnslun,  Kane,  Knight,  Marcy,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Prentiss  Poindcxter,  Rohbins,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Sllabee,  Bprague,  Tipton,  Tomlhuon,  Webster, 
Wilkin.1.— 30. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Hayoe,  Hill, 
Miller,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Wliite.— 10. 

TlTKSDAX,  JUXK  36. 

After  transacting  some  minor  buriness,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  exectitire  bminesa,  and 
continued  widt  closed  doors  until  tiie  adjournment. 

WxDiTKSiiAT,  Joira  27. 

PMVILEGES  OF  THE  SENATE'S  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Baobxdt  That  the  Assistant  doiirkeeper  of  the  Senate 
be  ]>ermitted  to  attend  as  a  witness  before  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  agreeah^  to  his  summons. 

Mr.  UOLHES,  in  offering  this  resolution,  expressed  his 
belief  that  tlie  doorkeeper  could  not  render  obedience 
to  the  summons,  which  waa  signed  by  Uie  Clerk  of  the 
House,  and  bore  tiie  seal  of  the  House,  without  the  con* 
lent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  had  some  doubts  whether  the  resolution 
was  justified  by  any  thing  in  the  history  of  Congress; 
and  asked  if  the  Senator  m)m  Maine  Iiad  looked  into  tlie 
journals  to  inform  himself  whetlier  it  had  been  the  prac- 
tice to  place  the  doorkeeper  on  the  same  footing  with  a 
fienator. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  reaolut'ion  con- 
formed to  the  prftctiee  m  the  British  Parliamenti  and  that 


it  was  justified  by  the  reason  of  the  thinf^  as  the  serriecs 
of  the  doorkeeper  were  as  necessary  to  the  Senate  h 
those  of  any  of  the  Senators. 

Mr.  CLAY  difi*eretl  from  the  view  whidi  had  been 
taken  by  the  Senator  from  Haioe.  He  did  not  concur  in 
the  idea  that  the  constitutional  privileges  with  which  the 
Senators  were  invested  sho<ild  be  extended  to  the  officen 
of  tliat  body.  Aa  to  the  British  Parliament,  it  was 
known  that  they  had  vraitar  rules  on  the  subject  pfr 
vilege,  and  laws  <rf*  their  own,  which  could  have  sorefiv- 
ence  to  Congress.  1'he  oidy  thing  of  any  consequence, 
in  his  opinion,  wns,  that  (he  Senate  should  have  a  knov- 
ledge  Uiat  the  doorkeeper  was  in  performance  of  hb 
duty,  in  attendance  on  the  House  of  HepresentatiTct,  ud 
was  nut  wilfully  neglecting  any  of  liis  duties  lo  the  Se- 
nate. Tlie  Senate  had  now  that  kuow.edge,  and  he  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  f«  ■ 
moment)  and  , 

Mr.  FOOT  stated  that  if  the  officer  of  the  Senate  ns 
not  subject  to  be  taken  from  hn  duty  by  the  processor 
court,  so  neijdier  could  he  by  soy  process  of  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  FRGUNGHUYSEN  stated  that  he  was  infonned 
by  a  member  of  the  committee  of  Uie  other  House  ilet 
the  doorkeeper  was  only  reqiured  to  attend  ^ring  then- 
cess  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  resolution  was  tbea  Ud 
on  the  table. 

DAUGHTER  OF  T.  JEFFERSON. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  tiwt  tlie  Senate  Uke  ap  the 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  Martha  Randolph,  daughter  ofTho- 
mas  Jefferson,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  lui 
motion,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were  n 
follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  DickeisM, 
Dudley,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Poinilexter,  Robbins,  Ro- 
binson, Seymour,  Smith,  Tiplun,  White,  Wilkins. — IS. 

NAYS.— Mes»rs.  Hell,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  Eliii,  E*- 
ing.  Foot,  Fursytn,  Prelinghnysen,  liniiidy,  Haync^Bdl, 
Kane,  King,  Knight,  Hangom,  Harcy,  MiUer,  Naudu. 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Tazewell,  Tyler.— 53; 

RECORDER  OF  PATENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  cm- 
Mder  the  bill  to  provide  for  tbei4)p<Mntmentof  areeodcr 
fur  the  General  LamI  Office. 

The  qiieation  being  on  the  amendmeirt  reported 
Cunimiltee  on  Public  Lands,  striking  out  the  section  pn- 
Tiding  for  a  fiko  nmile,  and  inserting  the  form  of  Ae  pa- 
tent which  the  law  requires, 

Mr.  POINDEX  I  KK  moved  an  amendment  to  tie  fom 
of  tlie  amendment,  but  withdrew  it. 

The  amciKlment  of  the  committee  vaa- then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RING  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  fccond 
section,  by  striking  out  the  word  "June."  and  insci«H 
*•  August,"  in  order  to  allow  time  fiw  the  sigmng  of  ibt 
patenu  which  are  already  prepared. 

'I'he  amendment  was  agreed  to.  and  the  bill  vu  re- 
ported as  ante  tided. 

The  bill  was  tlien  ordered  to  be  engroaaed,  and  reid* 
third  time. 

DAY  OF  UUMIUATION- 
Mr.  CLAY  laid  on  the  Uble  a  resolution,  in  effect  list 
a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Housea  of  Congress  wiit » 
tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  and  requtitofhioito 
appoint  a  day  to  be  observed  asa  day  of  genenl  buivil>>' 
ton  aiul  prayer  to  Almij^ity  God  that  He  may,  in 
mercy,  avert  from  our  country  the  Ariatic  seouigc  when 
is  now  traverung  and  devastating  otht^  countr**; 
that,  aliould  it  be  among  the  dispensations  of  Ha  prt)*i- 
dence  to  inflict  this  scourge  upon  our  land,  it  ^ 
please  Him,  in  hii  mer^,  so  to  ne&oiili  the  infiicUaB, 
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Mto  render  iu  effects  lev  ^Mstroui  among  us  than  they 
have  proved  among  the  nations  which  it  has  heretorore 
viattea. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  thrn  proceeded  to  the  q>edal  Oftler  of  the 
day.  bein^  tlie  bill  to  appropriate,  fbr  a  limited  time,  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  KING  spo^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cl4t,  and  in  support 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Larxlt. 

The  yeu  and  nays  vere  then  grdorcd,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  CLAY,  on  the  first  amendment  at  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  which  strikes  out  ten,  and  inserts  fifteen, 
an  as  to  nuke  the  addilional  allowance  to  the  new  States 
fifteen  per  cent,  instead  of  ten  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds. 

Mr.  CLAY  reminded  the  Senate  that  this  amendment 
was  only  a  part  of  ttie  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  PuMic  Lands*  which  was  to  strike  out  all  the 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Manufacture^  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  allowance  of  fifteen  per  cenL  on  the  sale  of  the 
public  lunds  to  the  new  States. 

Mr.  HOLME'^  explained  that  he  had,  in  the  committee, 
Tottfd  for  giving  fifteen  per'  cent,  to  the  new  States,  but 
that  was  in  reference  to  the  bill  as  it  stood.  He  would  not 
vote  for  tlie  amendment  now  that  it  was  pTopoaed  to  de- 
stroy the  residue  of  Uie  bill< 

Mr.  KANE  then  nuule  some  observMiena  in  support 
the  amendment,  in  the  eoune  of  which  he  indicated  the 
impossibility  of  getting  through  a  question  of  this  vezetl 
character  kt  the  present  session. 

Mr.  CLAY  briefly  replied,  and  adverted  to  the  course 
which  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  had  chalked  out 
to  themselves,  of  moving  an  amendment  to  the  tariff'  bill, 
whenever  that  should  come  up,  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands.  This  determination  left  no  other  course  to 
the  Comnuttee  on  Manufactures  but  to  push  fijrward  this 
bill.  He  expressed  his  hope  that  the  Senator  from  Ufa- 
nois,  who  stremt^d  to  be  timid  as  to  committing  liimselfon 
the  question  at  tliis  session,  would  review  his  opinions, 
and  finally  vote  for  the  bill,  should  it  reach  that  stuge,  iil- 
asnuich  as  he  believed  thut  the  majcmty  of  the  people  of 
the  new  Statt-s  would  be  found  in  fnvor  of  tJie  principles 
of  the  bill.  He  was  willing  to  sit  duy  after  day,  and  night 
after  night,  to  give  every  gentleman  who  desired  to  speak 
an  oppiuiunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  KANE  explained  that  he  had  refrained  from  giv< 
ing  any  opinion  on  tlie  subject  of  tliis  distribution,  until 
a  pniper  time  for  the  fxpresdon  of  his  opinion  should 
arnve. 

Mr.  HAYNE  stated  tliat  he  stiotild  vote  against  the 
ameiulnient,  bcjiig  opposed  to  the  principle  of  distribu- 
tion) and  as  thb  waa  merely  an  increased  amount  (tf  distri- 
bution, he  did  so  witliout  committing  his  views  ■*»  to  bia 
ultimate  course. 

Ur.  POINDBXTER  Mid  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. He  did  not  concur  with  all  the  views  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Alabama,  although  be  acquiesced  in  aome  of 
them. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that,  however  just  the  present  pro- 
position, he  Iwd  ascertained  that  it  would  nut  succeed, 
lie  was  against  the  whole  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures^ and  wished  to  have  the  question  taken  on  a 
proposition  which  would  have  the  effect  of  destroying  it 
at  once,  and  to  substitute  tlie  bill  reported  by  the  Cum- 
inittee  on  Public  Lands.  He  therefore  moved  tbe  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CI^Y  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question; 
which  were  oidered. 

Mr.  EWINQ  expresaed  a  wish  to  address  tbe  Senate, 
but  would  prefer  waiting  till  another  day. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  and  the 
moUoD  was  agreed  to— ^aa  30,  naya  14. 

The  Senate  then  Kyouroed. 


TauasDAX,  Jon  28. 
DAT  OF  HUMILIATION. 

The  following  resoluttoy,  offered  by  Mr.  Cla.t,  waa 
taken  up  f(v  consideration: 

Retohedy  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreas  auembled. 
That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Housea  wait  on  the  Preo- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  request  (hat  he  recommend 
a  day,  to  he  designated  by  him,  of  public  humiliation, 
prayer,  and  fiuting,  to  be  obaerred  by  the  people  fsX  th« 
United  States  with  religious  solemnity,  and  with  fervent 
eupplicatioRB  to  Almighty  Qod  that  He  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  continue  His  blessings  upon  our  country,  and 
that  He  will  avert  from  it  the  Asiatic  scourge  which  has 
reached  our  borderst  or  if,  in  the  dispedsatioits  of  .  His 
providence,  we  are  not  to  be  exempted  friKn  the  eaJanuty, 
that,  through  His  bountifiit  mercy,  itt  aeveri^  may  be 
mitigated,  and  its  duration  aliortened. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
resolution;  which  were  ordered. 

After  Mr.  T.  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  had 
remarked  that  he  would  not  say  one  word  on  the  subject 

Mr.  CLAY  rose,  and  observed  that  he  had  only  one 
word  to  express.  The  resolution  had  not  been  submitted 
without  consultation  with  members  of  the  Senate,  whoae 
opinion  was  entitled  to  more  reapect  than  hia  own.  It  was, 
indeed,  first  suggested  to  him  by  a  reverend  member  of 
the  cletgy,  and.  after  delibeeate  eon^detatkm.  he  [Mr.  C] 
Uiought  uie  occasion  fit  for  the  recommendation  of  the 
relipoua  ceremony  wluch  the  resolution  contemplated. 
It  was  the  practice  of  all  cliristian  nations^  in  seaaonsof 
general  and  great  calanrity,  to  implore  Divine  mercy. 
Of  all  the  pestilential  scouigca  wtuoh  had  afflicted  our 
race,  tlie  Aiuatic  cholera,  in  aome  of  Ita  characteristicig 
waa  the  must  remarkable.  Ita  range  v£  c^eration  had 
been  more  extensive  than  perhaps  any  otiier  known  or 
recorded,  the  smallpox  excepted.  It  had  broke  out  la 
A»a,  and,  after  desolating  some  of  its  fairest  portions,  pe- 
netrated tlie  Nortliern  part  of  Europe,  and,  sweepirw 
over  a  great  part  of  that  continent,  reached  the  British 
clmnnel.  It  passed  over  the  British  isles,  where  it  raged 
but  with  mitigated  aeverity.  We  had  hoped— vainly,  it 
Deems,  hopect—tliat  the  wide  expanse  ofUie  Atlantic  Ocean 
would  have  been  a  protecting  barrier  against  its  ravagea 
in  our  far  distant  land.  But  tt  has  been  introduced  into 
America;  and,  if  it  has  not  actually  entered  our  territory, 
it  now  hangs  on  our  borders  in  iis  most  frightful  form. 

The  progress  of  tlie  extraordinary  scourge  is  sontetimea 
marked  by  apparent  caprice.  It  will  approach  a  city  or 
district  of  country,  reconnoitering  it,  as  it  were,  with  a 
militaiy  eye,  suddenly  fly  off  to  a  distance,  leaving  the 
inliabitants  rejoicing  in  their  escape,  and  it  will  then  un* 
expectcdly  return,  and  pursue  iu  work  of  deatli.  It  at- 
tacks, too.  Its  victims  in  various  ways,  despatching  some 
ill  a  few  hours,  whilst,  in  regard  to  olltera,  their  excru< 
ciating  hH-tures  are  prolonged  a  much  greater  length  of 
time.  Hitlierto,  the  skill  of  medical  soence,  liberal  and 
enlightened  as  it  now  is,  has  been  altogether  incompetent 
to  provide  a  sure  and  effective  remedy. 

Sliould  the  resolulbn  bo  adopted,  sKd  Mr.  C,  the  act 
of  the  President,  in  confurmi^  to  ita  request,  will  be 
merely  recommemlatory.  Voluntary  as  to  all,  it  would 
be  ubitgatory  upon  none.  There  seems  to  be  a  peculiar 
propriety,  on  tbe  ground  of  uniformity,  in  the  proposed 
measure.  Already,  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  the 
clerg>-  of  several  denominations  have,  it  is  believed,  had 
tlieir  attention  turned  to  the  subject.  Different  days  of 
prayer  and  humiliation  will  be  probably  recommended. 
It  ia  denrable  that  die  whole  nation,  on  the  aame  day, 
shall  present  ita  uiuted  prayera  and  supplicationa  to4he 
throne  of  mcFor.  Ana  there  can  be  bnt  little  doubt 
tba^  although  there  will  be  nothing  coerdve  in  the  re- 
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eommendatkm  of  the  Preiident,  tfiere  will  be  j^cnd  ftc- 
quieieence  in  it.  The  meawre  will  be  gmtefiil  to  «!) 
pioiu  and  all  moral  men,  whether  members  of  reGeious 
•ommunitieB  or  not.  In  times  of  nationsl  or  indiTidiitl 
distress,  sll  wboaufTer,  feel  an  irresistible  impulse  to  appest 
to  thst  BeiT^,  who  slone  is  able  to  sflbrd  aneqtute  relief 

I  should  have  hesitated  to  present  this  resolution,  sud 
Mr.  C,  if  it  had  been  unsanctioned  hy  precedent.  But, 
during  the  late  war,  a  similar  resolution  was  adopted  by. 
Congress,  at  the  instance  of  a  member  of  tite  House  of 
Representatives  from  Vii^nia,  and  President  Madison  is- 
Med  his  feeommendation  acctffdingij.  It  is  ftr  from  my 
purpose  to  excite  unnecessary  alarm.  All  dangers  appear 
most  fonnidable  at  a  distance.  Even  the  greatest  of  all 
terrors,  when  the  awful  mument  arrives,  witli  a  tnind  for- 
tified by  philosophical  reflection,  and,  still  more,  if  it  be 
strengthened  by  religious  hope  and  belief,  is  less  appal- 
ling than  it  seemed  when  far  off. 

A  single  word,  llr.  President,  as  to  myself.  I  am  a 
member  of  no  reKgiout  sect  I  am  not  a  professor  of  re- 
ligion. I  regret  that  I  am  not.  I  wiMi  that  I  was,  and  I 
trust  I  shall  be.  Bat  I  have,  and  always  have  had,  a  pro- 
found respect  for  Christianity,  the  religion  of  my  fothers, 
and  for  its  rito,  its  usages,  and  its  observances.  Among 
tiMse,  that  which  is  proposed  in  the  resolution  before  you 
has  always  commanded  the  respect  of  the  good  and  de- 
vouti  and  I  hope  it  will  bbtain  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  FREL1NGBUTSEN  Mid,  as  it  was  to  be  inferred, 
from  the  call  just  made  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  this  re- 
solution would  be  opposed,  he  begged  leave  to  refer  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  more  particularly  to  the  example 
of  the  Congress  in  1813.  A  day  of  humiliation,  fasting, 
and  prayer,  was  then  reeommended  by  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative!!,  because  of 
the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  which  'the  country  was  at 
that  time  invdved.  it  was  regarded  as  one  of  those  sea- 
sons of  public  calamity  in  which  it  became  a  whole  people 
to  acknowledge  their  dependence,  and  humble  themselves 
before  God.  So/ar  as  I  can  learn,  from  the  journals  of 
that  day,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  resolution  was  adopted, without 
oppontion.  Now,  sir,  if  a  state  of  war,  in  which  we  had, 
by  voluntaiy  declaration,  engaged,  was  a  flt  occasion  to 
call  foHh  public  exprearions  of  humiliation  for  our  nns, 
and  to  invoke  the  merciful  providence  of  God,  how  much 
more  appropriately  does  it  hecome  us  tiius  to  feel  arid  act, 
on  the  approach  of  a  pestilence  that,  in  its  ravsges  over 
the  Old  World,  has  swept  many  millions  of  our  fenow-men 
into  eternity;  and  which,  in  its  character  and  progress 
through  the  earth,  seems  so  emphatically  to  be  the  instru- 
ment of  Divine  Providence,  beyond  the  influence  and  con- 
trol of  second  causes,  and  especially  selected  to  accom- 
plish His  purpose^  and  to  go  and  come  at  His  biilding. 

I  hfipe,  «r,  that  the  present  residution  may  meet  with 
no  seiimis  oppontion.  It  surely  becomes  us  to  acknow- 
ledge our  dependence!  and  to  implore  the  interposition 
of  God's  mercy  in  tliis  season  of  alarm.  The  constitution 
can  present  no  obstacle,  for  it  is  not  an  exercise  of  politi> 
cal  power.  It  is  far  beyond  the  range  of  politics.  It  is 
an  act  of  piety'  to  God,  becoming  the  whole  nation;  in 
whidi  rulers  and  people  are  invited  and  advised  to  bow 
tonther  before  His  ttirone  of  grace,  and  there,  feeling  our- 
BulrcB  to  be  in  hke  need,  to  unite  in  one  common  sup^i* 
cadonto  Htm,  who  has  the  iasuesofKfr  and  death,  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  spare  us  in  the  day  of  his  righteous 
judgment.  I  trust,  sir,  that  this  motion  wilt  receive  the 
same  decided  countenance  that  was  accorded  to  a  similar 
measure  in  the  late  war,  Und  on  many  occasions  during 
the  war  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  be  had  but  a  single  word  to  state 
in  explanation  of  his  vote  for  witliholdii^  hisaasent  to  the 
vescdutioii.  In  bis  opinion,  Congress  had  no  more  power 
to  recommead  by  jtdnt  rssohitlon,  than  to  eiisct  Jaiir, 


any  matter  or  thing  concerning  any  religiaas  natter  «t 
right  whatsoever.  He  could  not,  let  the  pressm  of  As 
case  be  what  it  mig|ht,  in  conformity  to  the  oath  vfaitb 
bound  him  here,  give  his  vote  tosustun  this  principlt. 

He  had  another  ai^iment  to  support  bis  Ofipoaiion. 
He  did  not  cdncur  in  the  opinion  that  a  m^ontyof  tlit 
people  apprehended  such  an  extent  of  mischief  ai  iFeinid 
to  be  apprehended  by  gentlemen  here.  The  disetK  htd 
not  yet  made  its  appearance  in  our  country,  iik)  then 
seemed  to  him  to  be  strong  reasons  to  believe  it  wilt  aoc 
reach  us,  except  in  the  powms  of  those  unfertsnste  p» 
pie  wlio  bring  it  with  tbem  from  a  distant  country,  ft 
would  probably  rage,  and  prove  extensively  fita]  ingi{ 
emigfrants,  being  a  disease  which  was  engendered  bylht 
filth  which  attends  squalid  povert^t  and,  until  our  alsi. 
tion  shall  be  so  changed  as  to  reduce  us  tosinSsr  pora^, 
there  was  no  reason  to  fear  it. 

Entertaining  these  opinions,  he  had  no  desire  to  bk. 
tion  any  act  the  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  add  t«  Ac 
existing  Mcitement  on  the  soMect,  interrupting  the  ai4 
naiy  course  of  burineas,  and  throwing  every  thmgistoi 
state  of  eonfimon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agredngte  dieTexfc< 
tion,  and  decided  in  the  sfiirmative,  as  folloirs: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Chyton,  U- 
las,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Bwing,  Foot,  Prennghujsn, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  'Kane,  Kmf^t, 
Marey,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbina,  Rolunson,  R'lK!^ 
Seyinoutv  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Upton,  Tomlinson,  Wifp- 
man,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 30. 

NAVS.—Mesars.  Benton,  Brown,  ElKi.  Haync.  Bil, 
King,  Mangum,  IGller,  Smith,  Tkzewell,  Tronp,  TyH 
White.— 13. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  to  appropnite,tei 
limited  time,  tiie  proceeds  of  the  public  landa— the  (f» 
tion  being  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponemcnL 

Mr.  EWING  said  that  the  proposition  under  cona^- 
ation  had  been  presented  in  a  manner  somewhat  pecular, 
and  certainly  such  as  to  place  it  in  a  strong  and  impoMf 
light  before  the  public,  if  light 'was  to  be  elicited  by  is- 
vestigation. 

It  waa  first,  sud  he,  referred  to  the  Comoutiee  on  Kir 
nufiictures,  a  member  of  which  (my  honorsUe  him 
from  Kentucky)  presented  this  bill,  accompaiued  aitt » 
report,  as  1  thought,  luminous  and  coraprchenave  in  iB 
details,  strong  in  its  conception,  direct  in  its  Itngui^, 
cogent  in  its  reasoning,'  and  statesmanlike  and  libenl  ^ 
its  views.  The  bill,  however,  was  agun  referred,  on  ne- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kim,]  to  tie 
committee  of  which  he  is  chainnan,  far  the  purptwe  ■ 
haviny  corrected  many  very  gross  erron  which  ttathfr 
norable  gentleman  thought  he  discovered  in  the  prineipB 
of  tiie  bHl.  and  fiirlherenable  him  to  take,  as  bemodeflT 
assured  us  he  wouM  do,  an  enfati^ed  and  libersl  liev  n* 
subject  which  had  been  looked  at  m  a  nanow  and  mat 
what  illiberal  spirit. 

Wei!,  Sir,  this  reference  was  had,  and  the  report  fflwd 
is  before  me,  contwning  a  review  uid  criticism  of  the  |^ 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Maouiactures,  waa  the  r*«* 
Thia  report,  says  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  C^*"?' 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  who  presented  it,  waa  concnred  s 
no  hostile  spirit,  but  undertaken  and  executed  wririf 
a  view  to  set  in  a  true  point  of  light  Ae  errors  in  thf  it- 
port  of  the  other  committee,  which  were  very  numentf 
and  very  glaring,  both  in  fret  and  argument,  and  to  das- 
buse  the  community  which  that  had  a  tendency  to  k* 
astray.    Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  the* 
Slices,  we  certainly  had  a  right  to  expect  from  flie 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Land^  to  a  »««?^ 
degree  at  least,  accuracy  in  his  frct%  and  saoadafffj".'' 
reasoning.   But  the  paper  which  helw*  P«*»««  " 
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nngular  one,  and  merita  exanunation.  It  findfl>  in  the  first 
plue,  that  the  principlesof  the  bill  (which  it  before  ^ou) 
are  erroneous,  for  two  reaaons;  and  firat,  "  because  it  re< 
fuses  to  admit  the  public  landa*  which  are  one  of  the  sub- 
jects of  revenue,  into  the  I'at  of  articles  on  which  the  re- 
duction of  revenue,  coniequeut  upon  the  extinction  of 
dte  public  debt,  is  about  to  be  made." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  see  where  the  error  in  law  and  fact 
docs  lie:  whether  it  be  with  the  reviewing  committee  or 
witl)  the  reviewed.  The  atate  of  the  question  is  this: 
The  Committee  on  Hanu&cturea  eonuder  the  ptiblic 
lands  IS  the  proper^  of  the  United  States,  Tested  in  them 
in  trust  fur  tbe  common  benefit*  and  that  the  Wth.  of  the 
nation  i«  pledged  for  the  honest  execution  of  that  fmst, 
bona  fide  for  Uie  common  benefit  of  all,  On  this  doctrine 
the  Committee  on  Public  Ijuids  have  pronounced  their 
deci»ve  condemnation,  and  assume  on  their  part  thkt  the 
public  domain  is  held  as  an  object  of  revenue  merely,  and 
18  to  be  resorted  to  as  other  objects  of  taxation,  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  wantsof  the  General  Govtmmentt 
and  that,  when  those  wants  dinuniah,  the  price  of  the 
land  should  be  reduced;  when  they  cease*  it  should  be 
given  away  to  individuali^  or  the  State  in  which  it  lies. 
This  is  the  first  distinct  point  on  which  an  issue  is  made 
up  between  the  committees  in  tiieir  respective  projectst 
and  I  beg  the  pidience  of  the  Senate  wtule  1  briefly  con- 
ttder  the  question. 

The  public  lands  are  derived  from  various  sources;  but 
it  is  not  necessaiy  to  examine  them  separately,  as  both 
reports  Hgree  in  this,  that  they  are  all  the  propel^  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  all  subject  to  the  same  obligations. 
"Whatever,  therefore,  is  true  of  any  one  large  division  of 
that  territory,  will  be  admitted  as  ta-ue  of  all.  I  will  test 
the  question  by  an  examination  of  our  rights  and  duties 
viUi  regaid  to  the  land  lying  m  the  old  territwy  north* 
west  of  the  riyer  Ohio.  The  right  of  the  Union  to  this  ex- 
tensive tract  of  land  originates  in  a  grant  from  the  State 
of  Viii^nia,  which,  among,  other  thiitgs,  provides  "  that 
all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of 
the  aforementioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  dhall  be 
conwdered  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  United  States  as  have  bec<KDe,  or  shall  become, 
members  of  the  confedention  or  federal  alliance  of  the 
States,  Virginia  iiiclusve,  according  to  their  usual  respect- 
ive proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
and  shall  be  &ithfully  and  bona  fid*  disposed  uf  for  that 
purpCMe,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

This  grant,  sir,  which,  being  accepted,  became  a  con>- 
pact,  was  made  to  the  old  cunfedemtion  of  States  prior 
to  tlie  adoption  of  the  constitution,  but  is  assumed  by  the 
first  section  of  tiie  sixtli  article  i>f  the  constitution,  which 
provides  that  **aU  debu  contracted,  and  engagements  en- 
tered iiito^  before  the  adoption  of  tBis  constitutioD,  shall 
be  valid  agunstthe  United  States,  under  this  constitution, 
as  under  the  canfedemtion." 

This  land,  then,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  is  made  a 
Aind  for  the  use  of  all  the  States.  The  United  States 
ia  the  trustee  for  the  common  benefit;  and,  as  such,  is  es- 
pecially enjmiwd  to  '  •dispose  of  it  faithfully  and  Aona  fid^* 
furtlMt  purpose,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever." 
At  the  time  of  the  grant,  the  State*  were  indebted  to 
a  large  amount;  but  no  pledge  is  made  of  the  land  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt.  An  appropriation  to  that  use  comes 
Within  the  spirit  of  the  trust.  A  literal  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  trust  .would  have  required  at  all  times 
the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  a  distribution  of  tiie  proceeds. 
It  was  never  specially  pledged  for  the  purposes  of  re- 
venue. The  proceeds,  however,  may  be  fairly  applied 
to  purposes  revenue,  beoause,  apptied  in  ttut  way,  it 
is  in  en'ect  applied  equally  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States. 
But  orither  revemw  nor  the  payjiMiit  «f  tbc  publlio  debt 


can  be  for  a  moment  claimed  as  the  sole  or  leading  object 
of  the  grant  If  the  debt  were  paid,  and  no  revenue  re- 
quired for  the  purpc»es  of  Government,  the  obligatimi 
oti  the  Union  to  execute  the  trust  would  still  remain  perfect 
We  must  bma  fide  dispose  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
States,.  "  and  tor  no  other  purpose  whatever." 

Now,  «r,  if  the  trust  be  not  dependent  upon  the  wants 
of  the  General  Government,  if  that  do  not  appear  clearly 
to  have  been  the  object  of  the  fgcwt,  and  that  from  a  fair 
interpretation  of  the  instrument  itself,  those  wants  cannot 
at  all  influence  us  in  the  dispootion  trf  the  trust  estate 
*  •  bom  fide*  for  the  objects  of  that  trust  actually  expressed. 

In  tins  first  particular  in  which  the  Committee  on  Publis 
Lands  have  passed  their  "decisive  condemnation"  upon  the 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  the  condemn- 
ing committee  have  fallen  into  an  error,  very  gross  and 
palpable,  and  indeed  somewhat  extraordinar}',  conudering 
the  rebtticm  in  which  they  stand  to  this  subject  generally, 
and  more  especially  the  attitude  which  they  voluntarily 
assumed  toward  another  committee  ^  the  Senate. 

The  second  particular  in  which  the  Comndttee  on  PubBc 
Lands  finds  "this  bill  to  be  erroneous,"  is  "because  it 
changes  the  character  of  the  relation^ip  (and  that  most 
injuriously  to  the  new  States)  between  thnse  States  and 
the  Federal  Government,  substituting  an  individual,  pecu- 
niary State  interest  in  the  soil,  instead  of  a  general  con- 
gressional superintendence  over  its  disposition,  and  leav- 
mg  the  power  of  legisUtion  over  the  stul  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  to  divide  the  money  they  can  make  out  of 
it."  (p.  \.) 

Sir,  IS  this,  or  any  part  of  it.  true  in  fact  or  in  law  ?  Does 
the  bill  before  you  change,  or  propose  to  change,  at  all 
the  relationsliip  between  the  new  States  and  the  Federal 
Government,  and,  if  so,  wherein?  The  ImmIs  are  now 
sold  by  the  General  Government,  and  the  proceeds  ap^ 
plied  to  the  use  of  the  States,  in  the  payment  of  tb^ 
jmnt  debts.  The  bill  proposes  to  sell  the  lands  in  the 
same  manner,  and  by  the  same  anthmi^,  and,  the  debt 
beii^  paid,  to  hand  over  the  money  lUreetly  to  the  eesfut 
trusty  to  be  applied,  !n  another  manner,  for  their 
benefit.  There  is  no  change  proposed  in  relationship, 
management,  or  interest  The  bill  gives  no  Stale  any 
power  of  Icgiabtion  over  the  soil  whioh  it  does  not  now 
possess. 

Somuelb  rir,  for  the  second  error  in  prindple  wUch 
the  bomvable  chairman  t^tiieCAuitittee  on  Public  Lands 

\utA  detected  in  this  bill. 

The  report  proceeds  to  say  that  "  the  details  of  the  bill 
are  obviously  erroneous,  because  they  make  no  distinction 
in  the  rate  uf  distribution  between  States  which  did,  or 
did  not,  cede  vacuU  lands  to  the  General  Government." 

In  answer  to  this,  !  ask  the  Senate  to  refer  once  more 
to  thesame  cUusein  thedeedofoesdion  creating  the  trust. 
"The  Und,"  says  the  grantor,  *<iriiaU  be  a  eommim  fund 
fur  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as 
buve  become,  or  fhalt  become,  member*  ol*  the  confitdera. 
tion  or  federal  alliance  of  the  States,  Virginia  inclusive, 
according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  gene- 
ral charge  and  expenditure;"  and  if,  sir,  we  hold  that 
iialioiu  are  bound  by  the  rules  morali^  and  justice,  if 
the  fiuth  of  contracts  is  to  be  at  all  regarded  by  them, 
then  is  the  report  of  my  honorable  frierul  right  and  just 
in  the  point  in  which  it  is  here  assailed,  and  the  churman 
of  the  reviewing  committee  has  erred  most  strangely, 
especially  when  we  consider  the  spirit  of  candor  in  which , 
he  assures  us  he  entered  upon  this  investigation,  and  the 
extent  of  knowledge  to  whioh  he  lay*  claim  upon  this 
subject 

The  third  particular  in  which  the  chairman  of  the  re- 
viewing cmnnuttee  find*  the  bill  to  be  erroneous,  is  this: 
that  it  makes  no  (fiatinction  between  Stste*  "whi^  bsve 
or  bare  not  received  granta  of  Itnd  or  appropriation*  of 
piooey  for  internal  improvement.  ** 
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If  thh  cUuM  in  the  report  were  in  itself  «t  all  ambi- 
giious,  the  exposition  nf  the  churinan  of  the  eommittt^ 
who  reported  it  would  remove  the  doubt.  It  refera  es- 
pecUUjr  to  the  jnnt  made  by  Confess  to  Ohio  to  aid  in 
the  conitruction  of  her  grand  canal;  and  the  principle 
embodied  in  the  objection  goes  to  thiB*  that  the  value  of 
that  grant  oug^t  to  be  deducted  from  the  share  of  that ' 
State  before  she  receives  her  dividend.  I  shall  offer  a 
few  sugirestions  on  this  point,  and  then  freely  submit  to 
any  unprejudiced  mind  the  justice  of  this  proposition. 

Sir,  when  this  grant  of  500,000  acres  of  land  was  made 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  aid  in  tiie  construction  of  her 
grand  canal,  that  great  work,  highly  national  in  its  cha- 
ncter,  one  in  which  all  portionu  of  the  Union  were  and 
are  interested^  had  been  commenced,  and  was  advanced 
to  that  stage  of  forwardiiev  which  rendered  iti  comple- 
tion certain.  The  State  which  had  undertaken  it  was  in 
her  itifancy — a  new  community — and,  though  rich  in  her 
fertile  helds,  and  hardy,  industrious,  and  em«:rpriBing  peo- 
ple, she  was  without  that  aecumulitted  wealth  which  lias 
enabled  other  States  and  nations  to  achieve  like  entei-- 
prisei.  To  effect  tlie  object,  a  resort  to  loans  was  neces- 
sary, for  the  payment  of  which  the  real  estate,  the  land 
of  her  citizens,  was  the  principal  pledge:  the  money 
BeeesBM^  to  keep  down  the  interest  was  and  is  nused 
ehiefly  by  a  tfuc  on  laiidt  and  the  fimner,  who  bore  the 
burdeii,  was  to  be  indemnified  by  tiie  increased  vahie 
which  the  work,  when  completed,  would  give  to  his 
land.  The  land  within  the  State  amounts  to  about  twen- 
ty-five millions  of  acres;  and  of  this  nearly  srven  millions 
UDore  thmit  one-fourth  of  the  whole)  belonged  to  the 
United  States.  Tlie  land  of  the  United  Stales  was  freed 
from  State  taxation,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment, by  a  spedal  compaett  but  Uie  spirit  of  this  cum- 
pact  did  not  extend  to  an  exbaordinary  expenditure  like 
this,  the  tendency  of  which  is  at  once  greatly  to  cnhatice 
the  value  of  tite  subject  The  United  states,  tliercfure, 
aa  a  landholder,  ou^it,  (it  was  believed,)  in  justice,  ta 
bear  a  reasonable  propdMion  of  the  common  bunlen  in- 
curred for  the  common  benefit  of  landholders  in  that 
State.  In  her  eapaei^  of  landed  proprietor,  Uie  United 
States  was  interested  to  about  one-fourth  of  tlie  whole 
amount  of  theexpenditiirCf  the  donaton  which  sIk  finally 
made  amounted  to  much  less  than  one-eighth  of  that 
amount.  In  this  single  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  Unit- 
ed States  did  nothing  more  than  justice  to  Oliio^  and  it 
would  now  be  both  ungenerous  aitd  unjust  to  cliai^  this 
donation  (so  called)  upon  the  cUitributire  share  of  Uiat 
State. 

Sir,  there  is  yet  a  furtlier  benefit  resulting  to  tlie  Unit- 
ed States,  as  a  land  proprietor,  from  the  Ohio  canal,  the 
contnbution  to  which  is  so  much  grudged  by  tlie  honor- 
able cliairraan  of  tlie  CommiUce  on  Pubtic  Larids.  The 
vast  bulk  of  the  national  domain  lies  upon  the  upper  Mis- 
aisBippi  and  Hiusouri,  and  their  branches;  this  canal  cun> 
necu  tlie  navigable  waters  of  those  rivers  with  the 
Northeni  lakes,  and  through  tliem  to  the  Northern  purts 
on  the  Atlantic,  opening  new  and  important  facil;ties  to 
emigi-ation,  and  giving  a  new  and  steady  mai-ket  to  the 
producu  of  that  vast  region.  I'hat  it  thua  advances  the 
sales  and  increases  tlie  value  of  all  this  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  is  unquestionable!  the  extent  and  value  uf 
this  increase  is  beyond  computation. 

But,  sir,  in  making  this  donation.  Congress  did  not  place 
it  solely  upon  the  ground  to  which  1  have  adverted,  nor 
^  they  profess  to  give  this  land  M  a  gratuity.  They 
looked,  as  tiiey  ought,  to  the  probable  wants  of  our  whole 
country;  and,  in  caeie  of  a  foreign  war  with  a  powerful 
mantme  nutioii,  they  cotild  nut  dxiubt,  nor  could  any  man 
now  tluiibt,  tliat  the  free  use  of  tlie  canal,  which  is  re- 
served to  tlie  Union  as  a  condition  of  this  grant,  mny 
more  tlL.n  repay,  in  a  smgle  >-ear,  the  wh(de  value  of  the 
grant  Itaelf. 


But,  ur,  on  what  ground  is  this  question  placed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands?  Don  he 
repudiate  this  bill  because  it  gives  to  tiie  States  in  wliick 
the  public  lands  lie,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
suleit  within  their  l-mitii?  NI^  w\  he  holds  thiibonuitoo 
small,  ai^  proposes  to  amend  tlie  bill  by  raising  it  to  iU 
teen  per  cent  Nuyr,  on  what  principle  is  this  propoitd' 
Surely,  because  the  new  States.are  entitled,  tfst  the  pur 
pOses  of  improvement,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  per  ceil 
on  ^eir  sak-s,  and  that  it  is  an  act  of  justice,  or  it  Iwt 
justifiable  libcrali^,  to  give  it  them.  But  if  it  be  jus 
and  proper  to  give  to  these  States  that  per  centum  on  the 
sales  witliin  their  limits  at  this  time,  it  has  always  been  »; 
for  the  tenure  in  those  lands,  and  tlie  rtrUtioi)  of  the  Co- 
vernmerit  and  of  Uie  States  toward  them,  hu  neverchiif- 
ed,  and  tiie  principles  of  riglit  and  justice  are  immuiible. 
It  would,  thetefure,  have  been  riglit  to  give,  indwiktiMi 
of  land  or  money,  fifteen  per  cent  of  all  the  sale*  wiihu 
the  State  of  Ohio,  to  that  State,  lo  aid  her  tu  tlx  on- 
struction  of  works  of  internal  improvement;  snd  s  dun- 
tioii  (if  it  be  purely  such)  which  does  not  extentl  be}Oi«l 
that  sum,  sliould  not,  iip<*n  the  principleu  of  tlie  propoicd 
amendment,  be  held  up  as  a  charge  against  tlie  'HAM. 
Now,  exclusive  of  the  debts  of  the  Union,  winch  biK 
been  paid  by  the  lands  in  Ohio  in  bountieii  ttiere  kn 
been  acitully  received  into  the  treasury,  fhmi  tlw  nle  oT 
lands  within  that  State,  about  seventeen  millions  of  (kl- 
larst  tlie  proposed  per  centum  on  which  mould  vnioul 
tt(  two  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thouiwiid  dulluit 
which  Ohio  ought  to  liave  received,  according  to  the  ho- 
norable chairman's  own  showiug,  instead  of  the  fivehoA- 
drcd  thousand  acres  of  land  with  which'  he  propoMs  u 
charge  her. 

Sir,  1  will  pursue  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  naruftbtit 
but  1  cannot  forbear  the  remark,  tlutt  it  struck  me  um- 
gular,  indeed,  that  an  objection  of  this  kind  coulii  ct^ 
have  found  a  place  in  tlie  report  of  a  committee  uf  ibs 
body,  whose  only  object  Was  the  search  of  truth  tnilibe 
exposure  of  error,  and  who  adrancetlto  the  inquir;,  >3 
they  doubtless  did,  without  prejudice  or  partialis  io»«nli 
any  State  or  any  individual. 

Tlie  fourth  objection  to  the  details  of  the  bill  Atti 
makes  no  diatinctiou  *<  between  tliose  {Slates]  whicb  hire 
or  have  nut  a  black  population  to  be  euloiuzrd  ui  Ahio-' 
This  appeara  un  tlie  first  page  of  the  report,  grouped 
with  the  two  which  1  have  last  examined;  and  if  it  irai 
any  thing,  1  undcrBtmid  it,  in  effect,  to  affirm  that  Ui* 
States  wliich  have  a  bhick  population  to  b«  colonitcd  a 
Africa,  might  to  have  a  liirger  dividend,  lu  pi-op(»IflB> 
their  population,  than  those  which  IWTe  iwnCtandllHltii* 
bill  is  **  obviously  erroneous^"  because  it  dues  nol  gitt 
them  more.  I'ue  i-easuns  which  I  have  urged,  inm»'ff 
to  tlie  first  of  the  three  exceptions  to  tlie  detatb  uT  tM 
bill,  are  alike  decisive  as  to  this.  It  would  luvc  bccp  i 
violation  of  the  trust  repoiied  in  the  Ui'iited  Statrs  bi  ^ 
deed  of  cession,  to  have  made  the  distinction  here  cUiueJ 
in  behalf  of  the  slaveliolding  States.  Nu  wise  siaiednvv 
no  just  man,  could  recommend  it)  and  surely  if  tlnicbuie 
in  tlie  grant  liad  not  wUolly  esciqicd  the  reeullcctiua  uf  ut 
ciwiruaii  of  tlie  Committee  on  PubLc  Lands,  liecouM  nc^cr 
have  seriously  urged  itsomisuon  as  an  objection  tu  the  hiU' 
But,  sir,  permit  me  to  call  yuur  atleiiuon,  fur  one  so 
ment,  to  the  consistency  of  the  report  of  Uie  revwuJ^ 
committee.  On  page  lat,  Uiey  say  Uiat  the  billn"))*' 
viously  erroneous,"  because  it  makes  no  ihstincbos  b^ 
twern  tliose  States  whidi  have,  andthuae  which  bavKBi)^ 
a  black  population  to  be  colonized  in  Aftka.  On 
tiiey  dehver  a  grave  and  monitor)-  lecture  on  dft 
of  colonizat.oii,  declare  it  a  dehcate  questiuu  fifr  CwHt'^ 
lo  touch,  and  a(M,  Uiat  "  the  hamiony  ot  the  Suin,  >w 
the  durability  of  the  confederacy,  nilKi-dict  Un.-  hgutow* 
of  Uie  Federal  Legiahiture  on  tlir  subject."  h'u* 
two  chuuM  rnnke  nther  ma  odd  appealance  vlwn  phm 
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in  juxtaposition  with  each  other,  eipedallyin  a  most  can- 
did report,  the  sole  object  of  vhich  ia  the  detection  and 
correction  of  ^eat  and  dangerous  erron.  But,  ao  sfcilfu) 
ts  the  honorable  Senator  who  presented  this  report  in  the 
detection  of  errors,  that  he  can  find  them  every  where,  on 
every  lide  of  every  propoaition;  and  such  the  subtlety  of 
his  logic,  that  he  can  expose  them,  too,  though  they  lurk 
unseen  by  an  ordinary  viston;  go  where  you  will,  reason 
as  you  may,  there  is  no  escaping  him — ^Ufce  Biitin^  logi- 
cal knight^rrant, 

On  «ilbrr  Hide  he  cnndi(|>ute, 
ConftatP,  change  tid»,  and  Mill  eoliAiW. 

On  the  second  page  of  their  report,  the  reviewing  com. 
mittee  examine  the  account  current  of  the  public  domun, 
as  stated  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  and  ftnd 
it,  also,  very  erroneous.  Instead  of  being  in  debt  ten 
millions,  or  upwards,  they  show  that  it  has  overpaid,  by 
many  millions,  all  costs  and  charges,  leaving  on  hand  many 
hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land  undisposed  of.    But,  at 

Eage  6,  theytell  us  that  "the  administration  ofthe  public 
inds  is  an  expensive  bmnch,  and  an  unprofitable  source  of 
revenue;  and  a  cessation  from  the  agency,  and  a  release 
from  the  expense,  would  form  a  respectable  item  in  the 
plan  of  retrenchment,"  fcc.  Thus,  in  one  place,  the  land 
has  yielded  a  fund  much  larger  than  represented  by  the 
jfentleman  from  Kentucky;  in  another,  it  yields  much  tesi^ 
and  is,  in  truth,  an  expense  and  burden  to  the  Govern- 
ment.  Sir,  the  state  of  facts  in  the  hands  of  the  honor- 
able chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  changes, 
with  admirable  facility,  to  suit  the  argument  which  it  is 
used  to  overthrow  or  advance. 

But  time  presses,  and  I  can  give  but  a  passing  notice  to 
the  many  matters  touched  upon  in  this  report.  In  that 
presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  it  b 
said  that  the  present  land  system  has  been  long  tried,  and 
that  it  works  well;  and  the  rapid  increase  of  population  in 
the  Western  States,  especially  in  Ohio,  the  eldest  of  those 
Stales,  and  the  one  in  which  the  experiracnt  has  been  the 
most  fully  tried,  is  presented  as  an  example.  In  tliis 
position,  and  in  the  illustration  also,  the  reviewing  com- 
mittee detect  other  and  further  errors.  "The  truth  is, 
(say  they,  page  11,)  Ohio  owes  at  least  two-thirds  ofher  pre- 
sent greatness  to  settlements  on  Virginia  military  boun- 
ties, on  lands  sold  before  the  adoption  of  the  present 
system,  at  the  easy  rate  of  wxty-six  and  two-third  cents 
per  acre,  payable  in  revolutionary  certificatest  on  the 
Western  reser\'e,  soM  by  Connecticut  to  ihdividuals,  at  a 
few  cents  per  acre ;  on  donations  to  settlers,  to  Nova  Scotia 
and  Canadian  refugccn,  and  for  schools  and  otlicv.  pur- 
poses; and  on  the  public  lands,  where  a  multitude  of  poor 
people  are  seated  witliout  titles." 

Sir,  to  examine  specially,  and  assign  its  true  merit  to  this 
long  array  of  causes  on  which  this  report  rests  the  "present 
greatness"  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  would  occupy  more  time 
than  I  wish  to  devcte  to  it,  and  much  more  than  your  pa- 
tience WfHild  allow.  Some  leading  items  only  will  I  notice. 
And,  first,  the  Virginia  military  bounties.  Tlieir  location  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  ia  assigned  as  one  ofthe  great  causesof  her 
prospentyi  or,  in  the  onlnion  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
LAnds,  if  ihsit  tract  of  country  had  been  surveyed  and 
sold  by  the  United  States,  tlie  settlement  of  the  State 
would  have  been  thereby  retarded;  or,  in  other  words, 
this  tract  of  couutrj-  would  not  nave  been  as  well  peopled 
as  it  now  is.  Their  portion  must  be  true  to  this  extent, 
or  the  argument  of  the  reviewing  committee  ia  fallacious. 
But  how  IS  the  fact? 

It  ia  idle  to  suppose  that  the  oflicci-s  and  soldiera  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  recipients  of  this  bounty,  have  aettl6d  on  the 
and  set  off  to  them,  and  thua  peopled  the  cottntryt  this 
las  not  occurred  in  one  case  in  a  thousand.  That  they 
;old  their  warrants  at  a  clieap  rate,  is  true:  "but  the  pur- 
chasers were  not  the  actual  settlers  and  tillers  of  the  soil, 
rhe  proprietors  of  wartaots  aold  to  speculators  before  Or 
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after  location — single  individuals,  purchanng  aereral  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  acres,  and  selling  Wun  at  ratei  sel- 
dom below,  and  often  much  above,  the  miiumum  price  of 
the  public  lands;  consequently  the  settlement  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  was  ranch  retarded,  and  fmeered  fyr 
behind  that  of  the  adjacent  lands  of  a  good  quah^  east  of 
the  Scioto  or  west  of*^  the  Little  Miami  rivers.  But  there 
were  other  causes  beddes  merely  price,  wluch  delayed  tte 
settlement  of  the  Virginia  nulitaiy  district.  It  oftt;n  hifi- 
pened  that  choice  tracts  of  land,  inviting  to  the  fiirmer, 
eonld  not  be  purchasftd  upon  an^  terms.  Sometimes  it 
belonged  to  infant  heirs;  or  was  divided,  in  the  course  of 
descents,  into  minute  portions,  the  property  of  persons 
separsted  fnm  eadi  oUier,  and  ^mnant  of  their  rights)  and 
thus  va%  in  e^ct,  shut  out  from  Bale,  and  coiuequen^ 
ftom  fetttement.  And,  iDOreorer,  catea  of  defective  titles, 
consequent  upon  interfering  claims,  as  well  as  the  state  of 
things  to  which  I  have  iust  referred,  formed  a  mo«t  setioos 
obstacle  to  the  sale  and  settlement  of  those  lands.  Hiese 
are  among  the  causes  which  produced  a  well  known  efTectt 
that  part  of  Ohio  did,  in  fact,  settle  less  rapidly  than  the 
lands  on  either  ude  of  it  of  like  quality,  which  was  aoldby 
the  Government.  So  &r,  therefore,  from  owing  her  grest- 
nesa  to  that  circumstance,  Ohio  hai  been  retarded  inner  ad- 
vaneement  bythelocationc^thoselands  vhhinherborden. 

The  next  circumstance  which,  accordhtg  to  tUa  re- 
port, aided  to  achieve  the  greatness  of  Ohio,  was  the  sale 
of  lands  "  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  syitem,  it 
the  easy  rate  of  nxty-nx  and  two-thira  cents  per  acre, 
payable  in  certificates." 

I  must  here  take  leave,  once  more,  to  eaU  tbe  atteotiOD 
of  the  Senate  to  tfie  consistency  of  iht  fecta  and  opinioiis 
advanced  by  the  Committee  on  Pubfic  Lan<$s,  aspreaented 
in  this  report.  They  ^ve  us  the  value  of  the  pubSc 
lands  in  Ine  several  new  States  and  Territories,  m  the 
gross,  and  average  them  at  between  twen^  andfif^  cents 
per  acre;  even  tlie  fine  lands  in  Illinoia,  than  which  the 
*orld  affords  none  better,  would  range,  as  they  hare  it, 
below  fifty  cents,  and  tiiis,  too,  land  which  is  bordering  on 
Rourishing  settlemmts,  and  is  ninreyed  and  ready  for 
market.  But  companies  who  fbrmed  the  first  aettlements 
in  Ohio  purchased  at  the  easy  rate  of  alxty-wx  and  two- 
third  cents  per  acre. 

Sir,  to  enisle  the  Senate  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
justness  of  this  compnrison,  and  the  consequent  correct- 
ness of  the  report  m  this  particular,  I  must  call  your  at- 
tention for  a  moment  to  the  actual  state  of  the  country  at 
the  time  the  two  large  purchases  referred  to  were  made. 
That  I  may  consume  as  little  of  yonr  time  as  posRbl^  I 
will  refer  specially  to  but  one,  and  that  the  larger,  and, 
by  a  short  time,  the  earlier  purchases;  but  all  that  1  may 
say  of  one,  is,  substantially,  appficable  to  both,  except 
that  the  Miami  purchase  corered  ft  rich  tract  of  countiy, 
while  that  of  the  Ohio  Company  was  unfortunatdy  fixed 
upon  a  leas  fertile  spot. 

The  Oliio  Company  effected  their  purchaie  ia  Ae  Pin- 
mer  of  1787-  At  this  time  we  were  yet  recent  from  the 
war  with  England  which  gave  us  independence.  Hw 
troops  and  garrisons  were  not  withdrawn  from  our  terri- 
tories; she  still  held  possesuon  of  Detroit,  and  some  small 
forts  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  hr  means  of 
which,  and  her  traders,  she  held  control  over  U»e  Indian^ 
and  incited  them'to  liostilities.  On  the  one  aide  our  fron- 
tier settlemenu  bad  pushed  westward  as  far  as  Fort  Pttt 
and  Wheeling,  but  it  was  in  weak  and  scattered  detadlE> 
ments,  constantiy  menaced  iritii  Indian  maaacre,  and  veM- 
turing  hut  a  littie  way  from  the  forts  by  which  tiiey  were 
protected.  No  wheeled  carriage  had  then,  I  beficTe, 
ever  crossed,  or  could  cross,  the  Alleghany  mountain;  the 
families  and  the  household  goods  ofthe  emigrants,  and 
all  the  comforts,  and  even  necessaries  of  life,  which  they 
did  not  wholly  forego,  and  which  their  woods  and  fields  w 
not  fumiah,  were  transported  on  borMbi«k  fVom,Cha»- 
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benbui^  and  Fort  Giiinb«rlam1|  And  there  mre  spots  in 
tlie  gnrtces  of  the  tnotintain,  the  names  of  which  attistj 
thut  evea  this  difRctiH  and  adventurous  traffic  wits  not  car- i 
ried  on  in  safety.  Such  was,  britfly,  the  situ:ttion  of  thCj 
country  when  the  Oliiu  Company  [iiirchased  uf  the  United 
States  1,500,000  acres  of  land,  in  a  single  body,  one  hun- 
dred miles  beyond  the  furthest  outpuais  of  our  settlement, 
in  ft  billy  and  comparatively  barren  region,  and  themselves, 
by  their  compact,  bound,  not  only  to  survey  their  own 
luidl,  but  nne-twelfth  part  of  the  whole,  which  was  re- 
served by  Congress,  in  tlie  centre  of  each  township,  &ir 
their  own  future  sale.  I'his  purchase,  at  the  time,  and 
under  the  circumstances  1  have  mentioneci,  Was  madi',  say 
Ihc  reviewing  committee,  "at  the  easy  rale  of  sixty-siiaiid 
two-third  cents  the  acre,"  while,  in  the  next  paj^e  of  their 
report,  they  show,  or  attempt  to  show,  tiiat  the  average 
TMue  of  lanilsin  the  best  and  most  rapidly  populating  dis- 
tricts of  country  in  tbe  Union  are  now  worth  Jess  tlian 
fifty  cents  per  acre.  No  one,  I  tliink,  will  longer  wonder 
that  the  bill  reported  by  my  lionurable  friend  from  Ki-n- 
tucky  has  received  the  decisive  condctunation  of  thin 
committee.  For,  kt,  though  tlie  gentlemen  composing 
its  laajority  did,  doubtless,  give  the  aiiliject  of  the  public 
lands  the  singular  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Mauu- 
bctures,  for  sound  reasons,  and  from  the  purest  motives, 
without  any  purpose  of  involving  any  individual  in  diffi 
eulty  or  embarrassment  t  and  althou^  the  second  refer- 
ence to  tliemselvea  of  the  subje<£t  which  they  had  before 
tlius  strangely,  and  which  had  been  examinL-d  thus  ably, 
was,  doubtless,  done  t'rbm  a  high  sense  of  public  duty 
alonei  and  although,  doi^btless,  aa  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  renewing  committee  ub:ierved,  he  has  done  nutlting 
more  tlun  to  correct  (what  appeared  to  hint)  palpable 
errors,  in  fact  and  argument,  intlie  report  of  th<:  first  com- 
nittee,  and  this,  too,  in  no  unfriendly  spiritf  yet,  the  ex- 
traordinary faculty  which  he  poiisessea  of  manliatling  bin 
&cts,  the  ^scipline  wh'cti  he  lias  taught  them,  su  tliat,  at 
his  bidding,  they  will  face  either  way,  and  overwhelm  a 
proposition  which  lie  may  be  disponed  to  prove  wrong; 
and  his  plinciples  of  comparison,  as  evinced  in  the  in- 
itanee  to  which  I  have  laat  referred,  so  diHVreilt  from  that 
of  other  men,  and  so  wholly  iiucrulable  to  an  every  day 
intellecti  would  lead  us,  uii  the  whole,  to  cunclu'de  that 
no  view  which  could  have  been  taken  of  this  suhject  by 
the  Committee  on  Manufiictnres,  unless  aided  by  inspira- 
tion, could  have  met  any  thing  1^  than  hia  *'  deciwve  con- 
demnation.'* 

One  otiier  item  in  the  enumeration  of  the  causes  of  the 
**  greatness  of  Ohio,"  is  the  "  rouliitudc"  of  po<jr  jieoplt 
■eated  on  public  lands,  without  til  lei.**— p.  11.  Now,  tnia 
ii  an  entire  assumptioiii  the  fact  is  otherwiset  there  are  not 
now,  nor  have  there  ever  been,  multitudes  (in  tbesensein 
which  tbe  term  is  used  in  this  report)  of  poor  people 
Mated  on  the  public  lands  in  that  State,  nor  any  numher 
at  all  considerable,  compared  with  the  actual  population. 
Ohio  has  derived  no  addition  to  Iter  "gr^atiusa"  from  any 
such  BOurcei  there  have  been,  and  atill  are,  some  instances 
of  individuals  settling  on  the  public  laud  tlirre,  as  well 
u  elsewhere  in  tbe  new  Statesj  but  those  of  them  wbu 
wished  to  do  so,  have  always  been  able,  in  a  idiort  time,  to 
purchase  and  become  the  proprietors  of  their  homes; 
othei-s,  whose  tastesaiidliabittileil  them  to  preterit,  puslied 
Onward  in  advance  of  settlement  and  civilization,  and  no 
device  to  which  you  could  resort — no  lure  wh.ch  joii 
could  hold  out  to  tliem — would  tempt  these  men  to  ever 
become  and  continue  freeholders.  A  reduction  of  thi- 
price,  or  even  a  gift  of  the  hind,  would  not  do  it;  it  is 
already,  and  has  long  been,  in  tlie  power  of  any  man  who 
deserved  it,  to  be  the  owner  of  a  f  reehold,  by  juat  a  suffi- 
cient effort  to  induce  him  to  pnze  his  pusscwiona  when 
"  obtained.  So  much,  sir,  for  the  general  assertion  con- 
tained in  tbe  report)  now  for  tbe  proof  on  which  it  is  fup- 
'  poMd  ti»t  asaertion  resu. 


In  the  same  page  (lljthe  committee  telU  us  tl»(,  ia 
1828,  there  were  in  the  new  Stales  an  iSgregate  of  mc 
hiiiKlred  and  forty  thousand  men  who  were  noii-frt'elwU* 
era;  men,  of  course,  arrived  at  the  age  of  t»eiitj^)ne 
years  and  upwards.  The  population  uf  tliose  iiutrii^ 
in  the  same  paper,  estimatefl  al  two  niill'.on  out  liumlnd 
tliotisaiid  souU;  from  which  sUtistical  £tcts,  a  state  dT  ^ 
vcrty  and  %-assalajie  is  inferred,  andone-thirilof  allUicif 
h^itants  are  pruiiininced  **  tenants  to  landholders,  or  \t\A- 
passers  on  the  public  hinds."  This  proposition  ii,  it  nut 
be  confensed,  aome what  ^startling;  but  let  us  loukliiri 
moment  iiitotlie  organization  of  society  in  tlie  new  Stilu, 
the  liabits,  customa,  and  pursuits  of  the  |>eopIe,  siid  «e 
tihall  come  to  a  conclusion  very  different  from  that  wind 
iaarrivedatby  the  reviewing  committee. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  cenns  return tf 
1830,  that  there  were  ia  the  new  States  referred  to  c» 
■':derably  more  than  -two  hundred  and  ei^i^  thouaaJ 
men  between  tbe  ages  of  tweniy-one  and  tliirty  ycin. 
Not  mure  than  one-lialf  this  nuniber,  upon  a  fair  nvcmgt, 
are  married  and  settled  in  life,  or  would  be  so,  if  I** 
and  houses  were  given  to  them  for  tlie  asking.  lollut 
purtiuQ  of  our  country,  the  average  age  of  marriige,  ix 
young  men,  is  about  tweiity-fivc  or  lwent)4X.  L'iA.1 
tliat  period  of  life,  thi^  either  remain  with  their  pim4 
and  assist  tliem  upon  their  Eimis,  or  engage  in  abnieoM:- 
Ijrlse,  by  way  of  trying  their  fortunes,  and  seeing  tiw 
the  world  looks  beyond  their  immediate  precuKb;  uA 
the  honorable  chu.rman,  who,  in  this  re.pun,  uid  ilK 
speech  witli  whxh  he  backed  it,  lias  so  much  deplutd 
their  coiid.tioii.  could  not,  unless  we  were  lu  cluiii  tkffl 
to  the  soil,  repress  tliis  outbreaking  of  curioMtj  aid 
enterprise. 

Admit  me  r'lglit  in  this,  (and  I  tliluk  no  one  vhoii &• 
mil,ar  witll  the  people  of  the  Western  bUtes  »J1  dr»f 
that  I  atn  so,)  We  Itave  accounted  at  once  fur  the  u< 
hundred  ami  tiirty  thtHisand  non-freehuldens  withguttuc 
introduct.on  into  our  eatiuiate  of  a  single  vassal,  ttnai.^ 
or  trespasser.  But,  Aeu,  tliere  are,  moreover,  niuiriT  J 
the  nieclian.c  arts,  which  are  carried  on  to  a  conaiieralile 
extent  in  the  Western  Slates,  especially  m  our  iirincipl 
towns;  and  althuugh  the  proprietor  of  tlie  wwkilicp''^ 
Ihmaelf  a  freeiiuldt.T,  he  mnsi  have  his  jo«inie}iDcii«hs 
are  not;  tlie  merchant  must  luive  bis  clerks;  Dkii  tbcR 
are  those  who  navigate  our  steam  and  caital  boatii  aigi*- 
ers,  stage  drivers,  Iiunters  and  traders  in  Uie  N«Hli»t* 
and  to  Santa  Ft;  and  those  who  d  g  lead  .n  MiSKwri,  W 
at  Galena,  with  a  lung  hst  of  otlier  occupations,  ibcdIm 
in  every  civifize*!  community,  wh.ch  rtquirc  no  fritlnJi 
Un  tlie  itf  hole,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  tliere  is 
a  small  number  of  ntoi-freehuldeiv  in  so  laige  a  poi"'^ 
tipn.  'iliere  are,  it  ia  tine,  tenants  who  cuh.»iae  I** 
not  their  own,  but  it  is  from  choice,  nut  neccEuijiW^ ' 
would  be  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  s(ic>ei} 
change  that  state  ot  things.  In  the  section  of  cuii'tiT 
, which  the  huiioiabie  chairman  of  the  Conim>ttcc  m\V^^ 
'lie  La.iid8  so  ably  represents,  it  is  eaaj'  for  every  nan  w 
cultivate  his  own  lands  w.tb  tlie  hkborof  his  own  sbioi 
with  us  it  is  difierent,  and  the  owner  of  land  must  it- 
sort  to  free  htbtn^  tor  which  he  pays  a  fiiU  and  bar  ciiti> 
valenttandtliC  condition  of  ateiuua,  or  even  a  laborer,  kt 
[  Die  tell  the  licmorable  gentleman,  is,  willi  us,  entirely  ctw- 
jpatible  with  the  most  perfect  tieedom  and  respecub-Wj' 
;Let  him,  therefore,  feel  no  Iwrror  at,  or  even  &)n-'9»^l 
lor,  the  condition  of  our  people,  who  are  per«N"Ilj 
individually  aniong  the  must  independent  ami  hapiiy  i^ 
eartli.  Aa  to  trespsasers  residing  on  the  pubhc  Linl*i 
far  as  I  am  informed,  v  e  liave  nuue  of  them. 

So  much  fur  the  condition  of  that  portion  uf  Ilie  P^P* 
for  which  the  honorable  Senator  professes,  sikI,  i'<^''j; 
less,  feels,  such  deep  and  unfeigned  sympatliy.  1 
now  say  somethii>g  of  the  effect  which  woukl  be  P'^''^ 
upon  tbe  country  by  the  julopUon  of  tbe  icIkim  proiw** 
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hj  the  Gommitlee  on  Public  Lftndsf  and  I  am  the  more 
CiipecuiDy  called  upon  to  do  thia,  as  my  SUte,  it  seemi, 
IMS  rullen  under  the  ban  of  the  honorable  SenKtor'a  dia- 
nfeaniK,  Sat  oppoiin|f  tliis,  and,  periupa,  ather»  f^  ho 
fiivorite  measure*.  <*  Ohio  (says  the  honorable  Senalw) 
is  Ssed  and  iletermined  in  many  things  not  much  to  tier 
credit  fiir  rtbeixlity."  Now  th'is,  aa  a  matter  of  courae, 
is  one  tiling  of  the  "many,"  and  probablylhe  "heaviest 
and  the  worst t"  and  as  1  um  extremely  anxious  to  relieve 
my  State,  as  Gu*  aa  may  be,  frum  the  weiglit  of  ^e  honor- 
alile  Senator's  displcasiitv,  [  will  try,  in  this  matter  at 
least,  to  show  that  w«  have  reason  and  juilice  upon  the 
sitk  of  our  suppiMed  iH  bendity. 

The  State  «f  Ohio  is,  with  ineondden^le  exceptions, 
carved  out  of  tlie  national  domaint  it  is  a  small  part  of  an 
immense  tract  of  land  owned  by  the  great  proprietor. 
Tills  land  Vas  purctiased  by  her  citixens  principally  at 
the  price  of  two  dullara  per  acre,  averaging,  at  least,  one 
dollar  and  seventy-five  centst  and  four-hftJu  of  the  lands 
mtbin  the  bounds  of  the  State  arc  now  the  property  of 
the  State,  or  its  -citisenB,    The  report  oT  the  committee 
citinwtea  the  amount  at  aometiiing  more  than  twentv- 
two  niUioMoreere*!  which  estimate,  1  presiune*  is  nearW 
correct   There  are  now  more  tiian  one  hundred  mif- 
Ikins  of  ftcres-of  the  public  lands  in  market,  which  liave 
been  in  market  five  years  and  upwiirda,  most  of  them  con- 
tiguous  to  that  Sutei  and  now  the  proposition  is  to  re- 
duce, at  once,  all  ttiis  immense  amtiunt  of  land  to  fifty 
cents  per  acrc.^  And  what  would  be  its  effect'  The 
value  of  aittfmit  compose<l  of  two  ingredients:  the  price 
at  witch  it  could  be  purchased  in  an  unimprovfd  state, 
uid  the  nlue  of  tlte  improvements  which  the  industr>' 
of  man  has  placed  upon  it)  sometliii^  always  to  be  adtkd 
for  the  general  improvement  of  a  country  in  which  wild 
as  well  aa. cultivated  lands  partake.    The  UiHte«l  States 
being  tlie  principal  landed  proprietor,  ahd  Iwving  -mere 
wild  i»ad»  for  aalc  than  will  supply  all  the  purchasers  fur 
ages  to  come,  the  price  of  uncultivated  lands  is  com- 
pletely in  tlieir  powert  >t  mav,  «t  their  biddings  be  sunk 
into  nottaiiwt  therefbrci  tlie  first  ingredient  enttfliiig  into 
the  TakieofWndsin  Ohio,  belonging  tu  the  State  and  its  citi- 
zens, is  the  present  minimum  price  of  wild  lands,  one  dollar 
and  twifnty-five  cents  per  acre*  and  this  part  of  its  value, 
equal  to  about  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  t^oiigreai,  by  legishtion,  to  retain  as  it  now  is, 
or,  in  whole,  or  in  part,  ti>  destroy  it.     Suppose  the  re- 
duction proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Put>lic  Landa,  to 
6fij  oentM  ror  all  Ufids  which  have  been  five  years  in  the 
iDurket,  should  take  place,  it  strikes  ofli  at  oncf,  from  the' 
lands       that  State  seventy-five  cenU  per  acre,  equal  to 
about  uxteen  mUiOu  fivo  liuudred  thousand  dullani  of  ita 
present  aggregate  value,  of  which  the  direct  loss  to.  the 
State  Would  be  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  tbumiaiHi 
dollars,  the  reridiie  Mmff  upon  individuals.  Now,  this,  sbj 
is  more  tiian  (am  willing  to  surrender  in  behalf  of  Ohio, 
even  though  the  sacrifice  should  remove  entirely  from 
the  niiiid  of  tlie  hoiiomble  Seiwtoc  from  Alabama  bis.an' 
fkrorable  opinion  of  her  libundity. 

Btit,  ur,  a  valuation  of  Uie  kind  proposed  would  be 
no  te«s  unjiwt  to  tlie  landh^'lders  in  the  jiewer  Stales  of 
Intl  ansi  and  lUinoia,  than  to'  Obiot  and  were  I  a  repre- 
aentittive  from  either  of  thuae  Stales,  1  would,  as  1  now 
do.  oppose  it  to  the  utmost.  Take  a  aingle  case*  and 
it  will  coreraU  in  iti  principle:  Bight  emigcants  purchased 
six  months  ago  their  quarter  section  of  land  each,  upon 
tlie  frontier  setdements  in  Indiana  or  lUinm^  and  pai>l  for 
it  all  tl>e  cash  they  bad.  to  part  with,  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  making  sixteen  hundred  -doj- 
urs.  Suppose  they  had  just  put  up  tlietr  cabins,  and  are 
»rt;pariilf(  Mr  acrop;thisday  you  reduce  the  public  lands 
lU  struund  them  to  fiAy  cents  per  acret  is  not  tiieir  pro- 
>cr^— -4hcir  landi—tttductd  at  once  tn  the  mmo  value? 
knd  do^cm  not  take  Irom  them,  by  sMn^aotof  legidft- 


tion,  nine  hundred  and  >  for^  dollars  the  rixteen  hun- 
dred dollars  in  value  of  their  lands?  Surely.  And  for 
what  purpose  do  you  do  this?  That  a  few  vagrant  in- 
divkhials,  who  would  rather  hunt  bufblora,  and  trap, 
beavers  »id  muskrats,  and  maraud  upon  the  lndian%  than 
cultivate  lands,  may  be  enabled  to  become  Aveholdersi 
men  who  would  not  own  and  cultivate  lands  if  they  raightt 
nay,  who  could  not  be  forced  to  do  it,  unleas  fettered  to 
the  soil.  Sir,  it  will  not  do.  These  violent  changes  in 
ihe  value  of  private  property,  especially  of  landed  estatei^ 
bring  misery  and  ruin  in  titeir  train :  they  ahould  be  avoid* 
ed,  whenever  it  is  poswble,  by  a  wise  and  beneficent  Go* 
vcrnmcnt;  butit  is  worse  titan  madiieas  in  a  Le|^skture  to 
voluntarily  inflict  them  upon  a  people. 

it  would  seem  m  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  bonorsbia 
cliairnwn  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lmh^  thp  very 
acme  of  national  prosper!^  consists  in  emigration, 
and  that  all  legislation  should  be  aimed  and  directed  to 
the  encouragement  of  that  sole  object;  and  mure  eape- 
cially  thai,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Wvti»  all  other  oceii- 
patiuns,  in  other  portifma  of  the  Unions  should  be  di» 
cMraged  ur  destroyed,  tlwt  the  inhabitants  may  be  driven 
or  allured  into  emigration.  Hence,  sir,  the  heavy  anatha* 
mas  pronounced  agai)»t  the  report  of  Mr.  Hush,  when 
at  tlie  head  of  the  treasury,  in  which  he  urges  the  danger 
of  holding  out  new  inducemenu  to  nugration,  lest  it 
should  draw  ofi'  that  portion  of  our  population  now  en* 
giigedin  nuuiuGurturea,  and  nwke  them  i^iettlturists. 

Nuw,  sir,  i,  as  s  Western  mani  concur  in  ths  prin» 
pies  cuntaincd  in  that  branch  of  Mr.  Kuab's  feportt  no 
matter  huw  much  tliey  have  been  tbe  subject  of  misre- 
presentation and  abufte,  they  contain  sound  political  and 
practical  wisdom,  and  I  am  willing^  to  endorse  fur,  and 
titand  prepared  to  sustain  them;but  be  it  notforgotten  that 
no  idea  is  heU  forth  of  ^scouraging  or  dicckiny  tbe 
natural  reguWourrcntof  em'gmtiuntibis  wa%  aocordia|f 
to  his  views,  to  remain  unaltered  and  uadistttrbad,  exeept 
aa  new  fields  for  tbe  enterprise  and  industty  of  our  oifr 
zens  mi^tdretA  tliem  to  oUier  objects. 

For  tlic  good  of  Oivr  country,  our  whole  eouatty,  and 
all  and  each  portion  of  our  country,  new  and  old,  emigra* 
tion  has  been,  and  still  is,  rajjid  enougbt  it  requires  no 
new  inducements^  and  except  the  continued  unprove- 
ment  in  tbe  fiuilities  of  mutual  intercourse,  nothing  to 
encourage,  nothing  to  hasten  it.  Sofitf  aathe  West  it 
concerned,  certainly  it  requires  nottiing  more.  We  sr^ 
tlierc,  essentially,  an  agricultural  people;  Uie  products 
of  the  earth  are  raised  in  superabundance,  and  a  market 
IS  all  that  is  wanting  to  give  us  indept-ndence,  and  even 
wciiiUli.  It  would  be  madneas  in  us,  tlien,  to  denre  tliat 
the  workshops  of  titc  £a^t,  which  purchase  our  produce, 
and  supply  us  witIt  their  fabrics,  sliould  be  broken  ud, 
ami  tbat  tbe  men  and  capital  wnich  they  employ  should 
be  induced,  by  bounties  from  the  Government,  to  ttnns- 
fer  themselves  to  our  neighborhood,  and  become  our. 
rivnls  in  agriculture.  It  is  better  for  us  that  tliey  sliould 
remain  where  tliey  are,  and  prosper,  while  they  advance 
our  proqierity  as  well  as  theirs,  than  that  tbey  should  b« 
tntnsf^rred  to  our  borders,  at  the  expense  and  sscnfic* 
of  both. 

Sir,  there  is  still  one  feature  of  this  repojt  wbichmigflt 
itot  XXt  pass  imnot)Ced>  It  proposes,  it  is  true,  tbat  tba 
present  system  of  sales  be  preser\-e<l|  that  the  United 
Stales  stll  retain  the  eare  and  superintendence  of  the 
property;  and  that  the  price  only  of  the  lands  be  re<luccdt. 
but  the  whole  body  of  the  report  itself^  its  assumed  £u;ts 
and  Strained  deductions,  all  tend  to  a  different  result— 
an  aliaiiduiunent  of  tiie  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie,  or  tUeir  g\fi  to  Biu:h  as  are  willing  to  receive  them. 

It  is  said  (page  5)  tint  they  **«jre  an  inemivenient 
burden,  which  ought  to  be  got  rid  of  without  dakyi'i 
"that  they  should  reeeivc  a-new  destinafioa  ftc^  MUef 
of  tbe  suites  in  wfaich  thf^  Kei**  ■'that  thsgr  riwwld  b« 

Digitized  by  Google 


1145 


GALES  &.  SEATON^S  REGISTER 


1144 


[Jen  38, 18S3. 


rWni  to  Mtdeiw,  or  ■hwidoned  to  tbc  States  in  which 
OmwKc^  "Ihatihc^ccdjratiMitMMiaf  the  fcdcnl  title 
^Wl»lfc«>ltf<«iineretlMy  totiidriiidepCTdence,'*  fcc.; 
hut  f  MR  «etf7  tif  cttfttioB.  Let  rentlenen  look  of«r  the 
arrenl  ptopowtioM  had  down  hy  the  reviewing  com-' 
orittee  in  page*  S  knd  6  of  their  report,  and  they  will- 
■ee  at  once  to  what  it  tends;  «td  no  man  who  looka  for 
cuuiiiten^,  order,  and  to  much  of  u  would  gire  a' 
tmwhirion  bearing  Mroe  relation  to  the  prembes,  but ' 
anMt  btavrpriaed  at  the  reach  of  thia  singular  paper.  It: 
■MM  Mif  thebo(lrortbeedifieehMlbe«iiaiaedbyonel 
■nMtaatj  — il  MWttier,  without  knowledge  of  the  de«rn< 
of  tlw  boiUcr,  or  exaaiinfng his  work,  bad  fubioned  the! 
done.   It  W  a  human  head  upon  tiie  neck  of  a  bone. 

Sir,  I  cannot  part  with  tbb  Mbject  inthout  nmng  aonfe- 
tUng  of  the  project  reported  by  my  honorable  mend  from  j 
Keatncky,  and  which  it  embodied  in  this  bill.  He  pro- 
poaet  the  diatribution  of  the  proccediof  the  public  lands 
flDong  ^  several  States^  to  be  by  them  applied  to  inter-  j 
Mdtaipfovcneiiti  the  payment  of  debtacontncted  for  in-i 
tcnial  iniprovementi  the  coloiuzation  of  free  people  of| 
color,  ana  educationi  ob;jeeU  national  in  their  chaivcter,  j 
and  dear  todl  who  value  the  praq>erityof  oar  'coaiitry,< 
and  flie  imarovement  and  hapfnneas  of  die  human  race.  | 
Doubts,  it  IS  true,  bare  been  suggested,  of  the  constitu-| 
tiomUty  of  the  measore,  but  !  humbly  conceive,  when  ex- 
amined, those  deubli  will  be  ^lipited. 

All  the  lands  oi  the  VnHed  States  are  phced  upon  tiie 
■mw  fbtiting  by  the  Committee  on  PubKe  I<atida^  and  the 
rtgtit*  of  the  mrtlon  over  each  and  every  part  of  it  are  held 
to  be  the  mme.  In  tUs  the  two  committees  agree  en- 
tirely- We  may,  therefcre,  hold  it  as  a  conceded  point.  I 
win  examine  our  rights  over  but  one  ptvtion  of  it,  snd 
that,  at  present,  bv  far  the  most  importuit — that  lying  be- 
tweeftthe  Ohio,  me  Misiisrippi,  and  the  Ukes,  formerly 
known  M  the  territory  northvest  of  the  river<Niio.  AikC 
rir,  as  hltaqtwttfon  of  itriei  law,  you  win  eximae  me 
the  repetitton  which  it  necesmrily  involves. 

We  hold  these  lands  by  nrtue  of  a  deed  of  cewnon  from 
the  State  of  Virgirria,  to  wbieb  I  wiH  once  agiun  refer. 
THisdeed,  after  designating  certain  trust*  to  whidi  a  part 
ef  it  was  to  be  applied,  provides: 

'*T1iataH4heundBWitbiq  the territ(»y  so  ceded  totbe 
Oniled  Stately  and  not  reserved  for,  vt  appropriated  to^ 
any  oftiie  before  mentioned  purposes,  or  aiaposed  of  in 
bomitiesto  the  oiBeers  and  soUiera  of  the  American  army, 
shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the  ttse  and  benefit 
of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shsll  be> 
eorae,  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance 
of  the  States^  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  usual 
respec^e  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expen- 
Atar^  and  shall  be  flut^Uy  and  borta  ^  diqwsed  of 
ftrthM  purpose,  and  fiir  no  other  pin^ose  whatsoever.** 

This  cession  was  made  and  accepted  before  the  adi»>- 
tion  of  the  fedend  constituUoni  it  has,  therefore,  no  rela- 
tion to  that  instrument;  but  the  constitution  (art.  6di) 
has  relation  to  the  deed,  and  one  of  the  contracts  entered 
info  and  binding  on  the  national  fidtb.  This  places  the 
General  Oovemment  in  the  situation  of  a  trustee  of  tliia 
flind,  which  it  must  dispose  of  bona  ^dt  for  the  common 
bendK.  Now,  rir*  iriillc  ttie  nation,  which  represents 
ril  the  BtMM  eolleetivelr,  was  indebted,  its  debt  b^nr 
the  debt  of  all,  it  was  a  nir  and  legitinute  execution  Ss 
Ilk*  tnut,  to  sell  the  lands,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the 
IpayasBt  of  the  debt;  so,  sls%  it  its  proceeds  be  neoessa- 
ry  ferthfl  current  eXpenaesof  the  Government.  This  no 
on*  doubts,  as  it  is  ^tpoaing  of  the  proper^  iona  fide  for 
th*  use  and  benefit  of  alt  the  Stirtes,  and  in  ^e  proportioni 
itipa1at«d.  But  what  is  to  be  done  when  the  debt  is  pi^ 
aM  the  Aind  is  not  needed  for  Ae  purposes  of  the  Gene- 
ral Omrmnent? 

Oive  It  awi^,  oaat  it  off  aa  an  hicMivenient  burricn.  say 
tbt  CMMrtttM  on  Public  Ijinds.   Dispose  eftt  as  hcnto 


foce^  andcfatribme  the  yeeceds  jwlly,  acconhngto  the 
iolert  and  spirit  of  Am  Inst  under  which  yva  haU  it,  sigr 
theCommteteeon  MauwftcUuea. 

The  compact  which  the  acceptance  of  the  deed  of  ees- 
noo  carried  with  it,  I  hc4d  to  be  operative  and  perpetu- 
al. In  an  fotor*  t^ne,  and  under  all  drcumstancci,  until 
the  mIcs  are  com|rfeted,  tiie  lands  remwn  m  cwuukhi  fund, 
"niey  must  be  din>osed  of  by  Congress  Asm  fide  tar  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Slates  as  shall  be  nembers 
of  the  federal  albmcc  at  the  time  of  dicir^ic  or  dispoa- 
tion.  But  most  the  ftmd  ntctsmrily  be  held  lotd  applied 
by  Congress  to  the  fiitore  exigenocs  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment^ Idonoiaskifitmi^, bntmaatit'  Hiepaia- 
graj^  already  dwelt  upon  carry  irith  them  no  siich 
obKgationt  but  there  is  another  member  of  Ae  cluise^ 
which  clearly  impliesdistribution.  Ttusfortd,  fortbcccm- 
mon  benefit,  shall  be  Aons  /tfeduposed  of  fiw  the  oae  and 
benefit  of  allUie  States,  *' according  to  Ih^  usnal  re- 
spective pnwortions  in  the  genend  diarge  and  expendi- 
Inre.**  If  the  object  had  been  to  apply  tlue  only  to  the 
accwring  ehargea  wMch  revenue,  properiy  so  called,  is 
derigncd  to  lUMt,  this  butt  cited  dause  would  fmre  foond 
no  |Uace  here.  But  it  clearly  contemplates  distributian, 
and  is  placed  upon  the  baMS  of  a  profit  and  Iom  account 
between  individual  partners.  In  the  prc^rtion  that  States 
contribute  to  support  the  expenses  of  Government^  in  tint 
proportion  ^11  tn^  reemve  the  proceeds  of  sale  of  cca- 
mon  property.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  a  clear  case  of 
constitutional  right,  if  not  of  t^gation,  that  th«ae  lands 
and  their  proceeds  be  applied  in  the  manner  profMned  bv 
this  bill.  This  mode  is  as  just,  and  it  is  expcdieDt  alike 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  old  and  new.  T1>e  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  is  now  full  to  overflowing,  and 
for  none  of  the  purposes  of  Government  is  thia  fimd 
necesiaty  or  useful  to  the  nation  as  a  whole.  But  the 
States  have,  by  thdr  genml  con^Mct,  ^vested  thcnn 
selves  of  theftnCand  greatest  resoorec  of  revenae— that 
of  tnrpoststm  commerce;  many  of  them,  having  no  other 
resource,  support  their  Government  by  hard,  direct  taxa- 
tion upon  land,  which,  less  than  any  other  species  of  pro- 
perty, oan  bear  taxation.  Tliua,  they  labor  under  great, 
and,  indeed,  almost  insurmountable  difficuhiefl,  m  raisi^ 
funds  for  those  expenditures  necessary  for'  the  intemu 
improvemeiM  of  their  country,  and  the  educatio«  of  the 
rising  genenthw-  llie  diatributioo  trf  the  proceeds  of 
the^  lands  would  remove  all  this  evil.  I^mmb  States 
which  have  borrowed  and  expended  large  suns  in  ia^ 
provements  of  a  permanent  and  national  cnarmcter  would 
be  relieved  from  the  debt  wi^  which  they  are  burdened, 
and  to  the  rest  it  would  furnish  a  fund  sufficient  to  keep 
up  those  improvements  in  an  even  pace  with  the  progic* 
of  population.  And,  moreover,  it  would  phtce  in  the  heads 
of  the  States  a  fVind  which,  well  applied,  would  furwdi 
the  means  of  education  to  all  the  rising  generatioDswUeh 
are  to  succeed  us. 

To  those  States,  or  the  representatives  of  those  States, 
which  have  set  up  claims  of  right  to  the  public  landa,  iei 
me  say  that  their  claims  are  wholly  unfounded  in  any  pria- 
ciple  of  justiee,  and  their  hopes,  based  upon  them,  are 
vain  and  illusory.  This  bill  providos  that  XiOk  per  ccst 
upon  the  sale*  in  theh-  Ihnits  diall  b*  first  upGed  to  thdr 
benefit  belbre  tlie  fund  Is  dtatributed.  "Ttum^  eannot  be 
claimed  by  tbem  on  an^  principle  contained  in  the  cow- 
pact,  but  is  right  and  just»  because  the  inqgevereeots  to 
whi6h  it  is  to  be  applied  enhance  the  value  of  the  odur 
lands  of  the  Uniteo  Stales  yet  unsold  within  ita  borden; 
and  aItho«igb  some  may  think  that,  on  diis  ground,  amocfa 
larger  per  centum  ought  to  be  aHowed,  yet  it  is  aurelr 
better  to  elose  now  with  tMa,  that  this  much  nmy  be  real- 
ized  upon  tile  current  heavy  aalca,  thait  to  necutiate  fir 
years,  even  if  a  larger  dMdend  cooM  be  obtahied  hereaf- 
ter. The  'proffered  advantage  is  ycarty  duauiUiiflr  ■* 
valuer  wMlc  you  heikate  abcnt  in  aoocpten**. 
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On  the  wlK>ie,  sir,  1  look  upon  tliia  biU  as  oo«  of  tbe 
mat  impoituit  aaioitgthe  many  important  mcaaum  that 
have  been  presented  to  our  coiuidcration  vithin  the  pre- 
•eiit  seaaioni  and  1  most  heartily  concur  in  tlie  principles 
advanced  in  the  report  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  earnestly  hope  that  the  bill,  with  which  it  was 
accompanied,  and  which  is  now  before  you«  may  receive 
tbe  sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  BBNTON  said,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
6i.aT]  had  induU^ed  himself  in  a  sti-ain  of  studied  person- 
ality, of  which  be  [Ur.  B.]  had  been  the  parttciuar  and 
•elected  object.  &Ir.  B.  did  not  aufficiently  admire  that 
vein  of  speaking,  to  be  seduced  by  euunple,  or  provoked 
by  injustice,  to  engage  in  it;  but  lie  owed  it,  if  hot  to  him- 
self^ at  least  to  others  who  liad  been  comprehended  in  the 
sanie  train  of  remarks,  to  iwtice  these  personalities,  so  far 
at  leastas  to  expose  their  injnstice  and  repel  tlieir  appli- 
cation. Mr.  B<  placed  no  value  on  the  saving  clause--^ 
mere  personality— so  frequently  repeated  by  tbe  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  that  his  expressions  had  no  application  to 
persona  present.  Such  saving  clauses,  wben  contradicted 
by  the  fact,  had  better  be  omitted;  when  not  contradicted 
by  the  fact,  they  liad  as  well  be  omitted)  for  tlie  number 
of  persons  was  always  small  in  any  audience  who  could 
admire  the  chivalry  wliich  passes  by  persons  present  to 
attack  the  absent.  But  the  personalities  in  question  appli- 
ed to  all  who  liad  advocated  a  reduction  of  the  price  of 
the  public  land;  and,  among  those  who  had  advocated  that 
redndion,  were  tbe  Legislatures  of  Miaaouri,  Illinois,  In- 
diana,  Alabama,  Misnsaippi,  and  I^ouiwans,  and  an  im- 
mense majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  six  States.  The 
term  demagogue,  and  other  epithets  so  copiously  laviidied, 
applied  to  aH  these  Legblatiires,  and  to  all  tlkese  inhabit- 
ants. Tbeyappliedtohim  (Mr.  B.]  also, notwitlMtanding 
the  formality  of  the  Ravingclaiise  t  and  he  bad  no  desire  to  be 
esempted-foy  lueh  Jormalitj'  Awn  the  wfaoleaale  denuncia- 
tion which  was  hashed  upon  hie  frienda  and  cDnatitumts. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  carried  his  license  of 
invention  so  fiur  as  to  point -me  out  to  the  Senate  as  the 
authnrof  a  claimr  in  behalf  of  some  of  the  States,  to  tbe 
whole  of  the  public  lands  within  their  respective  limits. 
This  ioHiuted  authorship  happens  to  have  no  foundation 
but  in  the  assertion  of  that  Senator.  J  never  put  up  such 
a  claim t  I  never  defended  auch  a  claimf  and  i  have  dis- 
eooDtcmnced  it  just  so  often  as  I  have  «Ter  expreaied'a 
sentiment  on  the  point.  That  Senator  also  p<^iited  me 
out  as  a  performer  in  a  duet — a  singer  in  a  song  in  two 
parts — carried  on  Irofnthe  opposite  banks  of  tiie  Hissia»p> 
pi,  in  which  a  late  Governor  of  Illinois  (Mr-  li^wards) 
was  the  other  supposed  performer.  A  studied  and  pre- 
pared effort  was  made  to  entertain  the  Senate  and  the  au- 
dience, in  tbe  recitation  of  this  suppioaed  songt  but  the 
song  happened  to  be  sung  nowhere  but  on  Uiis  floori  and 
not  by  two  persbni^  but  by  one  perton.  It  was  a  solo, 
and  not  a  oueti  and  solo  in  erery  sense  of  the  phrase) 
the  words,  the  music.  Mid  the  performance  being  all  by 
the  same  handi  and  sung  to  an  audience  collected,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  stage  rules,  tnrou^  an  invitation  in  the  news- 
papers^  and  a  puJf  on  the  performer. 

The  Senator  fmn  Kentucky  had  eiitertuned  the  3e 
nate  with  an  aneedotci  it  was  the  story  of  a  swiiidlerin  hia 
own  State,  who  had  obtained  pre-emption  r^U  in  the 
names  oif  his  negroes.  AU  anecdotes,  introduced  into  a 
apeedi,  are  supposed  to  hare  point  and  application,  and 
tend  to  HluBtrate  the  argument  of  the  speaker.  It  would 
be  unbecoming  to  suppose  that  this  negro  anecdote,  thus 
introduced  to  a  grave  debate,  and  upon  this  dignified  the- 
atre, can  be  destitute  of  p<»nt  or  application.  -  It  must 
mean  aometbingt  and  no  other  meaoiw  is  apparent  than 
that  pre-emption  righti  are  not  to  be  allowed  id  the  alave 
Statea,  test  the  davdiolders  should  let  up  &lsc  elaimi  in 
the  names  of  ttwir  negroes,  and  thua  defraud  the  Govern- 
ment out  of  tta  land. 


Tlie  Senator  from  Kentucky,  besides  bis  song  and  anec-  • 
dote,  had  also  bespanf^led  his  qwech  with  a  variety  me- 
taphors) some  of  which  ^d  not  seem  to  be  drawn  frfon 
those  shady  walks  of  the  academy,  where  Plato,  Aristotle, 
Quintilian,  and  Cioero  were  accustomed  to  draw  their 
rhetorical  decorations.  .  He  gave  us  the  metaphor  of  the 
whole  hog  and  the  bacon  hamt  rather  a  swinish  figure,  it 
must  be  admitted,  and  smelling  strong  of  the  barbacue 
schotd.  He  gave  us  also  the  figui-e  of  the  blanket  pulled 
off  of  tlie  old  States  by  the  young  Statea.  This  was  cer- 
tunly  a  woolly  metaphor,  and  possibly  owed  its  conception 
to  the  crowd  of  sheep  memorials  wliioi  were  pressed  upon 
the  Senate  in  the  progrrsa  of  the  tariff  debate.  Tbe  me- 
taphor of  the  refuse  lands  and  tlie  refuse  maidens  was 
doubtless  a  compliment  to  the  ladies  present,  who  had  so 
punctually  attended  about  one  o'clock,  according  to  the 
notification  in  the  National  IntelUgencert  though  it  is  di& 
ficult  to  perceive  the  congrui^  of  the  figure,  or  to  com- 
prehend how  unmarried  uidies  could  be  complimented  in 
a  comparison  with  tinsold  lands  which  had  been  auction- 
eered without  finding  a  bidder. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  indulged  in  other  senti- 
ments, which  we  would  gladly  understand  as  mere  rheto- 
rical flourishes,  but  whose  clum  to  aliteral  meaning,  and 
deliberate  sense,  is  too  clearly  expressed  to  be  misunder- 
stood. Tbe  knee  deep  in  blood,  to  which  Kentucky  was 
to  fi^it  before  die  would  see  the  new  States  receive  a 
cession  of  the  vacant  lands,  was  no  idle  flourish  of  the  ora- 
tor. He  showed  too  plainly  that  tite  bloody  sentimentt 
dreadful  as  it  was^  was  a  deliberate  sentiment  with  him. 
But  decided  as  tlut  Senator  evidently  was,  in  his  own  pur- 
pose, thuS'to  fight,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  was  mistaken 
in  tlie  sentiment  of  tiis  State,  Itcannot  be  believeil  that 
Kentucky  would  figlit  the  yoimg  States  in  that  ferocious 
manner,  it  cannot  be  believed  that  she  would  fight  them  to 
the  kneea  in  bhxid;  nor  even  anUe  deep  in  blood;  f  n  fiu^ 
it  was  imposnble  to  believe  tliat  she  would  fight  them  at 
all.  The  people  of  Kentucky  have  their  inheritance  ui  tbo 
public  hinds  without  fighting  for  them.  They  go  and  set- 
tle them,  and  become  the  fnendi  and  brethren,  instead  tsX 
tlie  slayers,  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  new  States. 

Tlie  levy  of  a  billion  of  dollars  is  no  metaphor.  The  ' 
Senator  from  Kentucky  repeaU  hia  wt^  for  that  tcrrifte 
levy,  and  coolly  calculates  tlie  enormous  dividends  which 
the  old  States  will  derive  from  it.  The  endless  continua- 
tion of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  is  no  metaphor.  The 
Senator  repeats  his  hope  for  their  long  duration,  and  fixes 
upon  the  periott  of  three  hundred  years  when  they  will 
sttll  be  unnnishedt  when  Congress  will  still  be  occupied' 
with  fixing  tlieir  price,  and  collecting  enormoussumsmim 
them.  The  high  value  set  up«i  these  land:i  is  no  meta- 
phor. The  Seiutor  innsts  that  the  price  ought  ratlier  to 
be  raised  than  lowered,  and  stems  to  take  credit  to  him- 
self for  not  moving  to  ruse  the  pric^.  The  claim  of  the 
old  States  to  an  equal  ri^t  with  tlie  new  ones  in  all  Huwt 
lands,  is  no  metaphor.  It  is  s.-nd  they  were  bought  by  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  all  i  as  if  the  Indian  wars  which  have 
desoUted  tbe  West— the  war  now  ra^^ng  oa  the  M<n^ 
western  frontier — ft:ll  upon  tlie  inliabilants  of  the  old 
5tates,andnotuponthaieofthencwStates.  Theiethings, 
asserted  aiwl  maint^ned  by  the  Senatw  from  Kenbioky, 
and  so  iiyurious  to  the  young  States,  are  none  of  them 
figures  of  rhetorici  they  ore  sentiments  upon  which  be 
acts,  and  exerts  all  his  powers  to  induce  others  to  act  upon 
them  also. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  pursuing  hi«  vein  of  per- 
sonality, waa  pleased  to  designate  rae  as  an  author  of  ttio 
rcpcK-t  of  the  Committee  on  Public  L&mU,  and  to  dispa- 
rage tbe  report,  and  the  presumed  author,  on  that  account, 
i  presume  the  contents  of  the  rtport,  and  not  the  writer, 
is  the  proper  subject  of  remark  here.  Be  the  writer  of  it 
whom  he  may,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  owes  him  thanks 
I  for  his  forhearanee;  for  never  was  no  frail  an  infant  hi  gently 
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IwndledMthe  report  oftheComnrittee  onManuFaeturethM 
been.  To  convince  the  Senator  of  this  fact,  I  will  rvtd 
two  paanget  Awn  tiie  fint  page  of  the  report^  and  ihow 
what  misukea,  committed  by  him,  were  left  untouched 
and  nncorrected  thnMigli  the  indulgent  forbearance  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  I^nds. 

Mr.  B.  tlien  read  the  lint  sentence  in  the  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Manufiictures,  in  which  it  waa  recited 
that  the  committee  had  been  instnicted  by  the  Senate  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  tlie  price  of  the 
public  lamls,  and  of  cediitf  them  to  the  aerend  States  in 
wbleh  they  lie,  on  reaaonwle  terms.  This  recital  is  cor- 
Kct.  The  inatructiona  given  to  that  committee  by  the 
Senate  are  correctly  stated.  Ami  what  was  the  conduct 
of  the  committee?  Did  it  obey  the  instruction?  Did  it 
conform  to  the  sense  of  the  Senate  ?  Did  it  report  a  bill 
either  for  reducing  the  price  «tf  the  lands,  or  ceding  them 
to  tiM  States^  It  4lid  neither!  It  disregarded  the  tnitruc- 
tion.  It  set  aside  the  command  of  the  Senate.  It  aiibsti- 
tuted  its  own  will  for  the  authority  of  the  Senatci  and 
brought  tit  a  bill,  neitlter  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  lands, 
iwrto  cede  them  to  the  States,  but  to  kcf'p  up  the  price, 
and  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  among  all  the  Stales. 
The  Committee  on  Public  i-ands  made  no  remark  on  this 
diaobedience.  They  pawed  it  over  in  silence.  Ttiey 
were  acnaible  tliat  the  Senate  itself  had  ezprened  its  own 
disapprobation  of  that  disobedience  in  doing  what  had 
never  been  done  before — in  referring  the  bill  of  the  Manu- 
facturinfr  Committee,  without  previoua  discussion,  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  report  upUH  the  subject 
cunformably  to  tlie  expressed  sense  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  B-  tiien  read  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report 
from  tlie  Committee  on  Mainifiictiires,  which,  after  citing 
the  cesMons  of  Vii^nia  and  Georgia,  complimented  other 
States  for  their  magnanimity  and  patriotum  in  giving  up 
their  lands  also.  Wu  tht«  correct?  Was  it  luatorically 
true?  The  Connecticut  claim  in  Ohio;  wai  that  given  up.' 
or,  ratlier,  was  not  a  deed  of  conveyance  exacted  (or  it 
from  tiK  Federal  Govcritment?,  The  Maasachusetts  claim 
in  the  then  province  of  liainet  was  that  g^ven  up?  Let 
MassachusetU  herself  respoitd.  Here  is  the  protest  of  her 
Lenslutnre,  adonted  a  few  months  ago,  reciting  that  ^e 
bad  then  owne<l  Urge  tracts  of  vacant  UnA  in  Hune,  and 
declaring  all  acta  between  the  Federal  Government  and 
Great  Britain  to  be  null  and  void,  by  wbich  she  should  be 
deprived  of  any  part  of  that  land.  Here,  then,  is  the  as- 
eertion  of  the  Hussachusetts  Legislature  in  opposition  to 
the  Manufacturing  Committee's  report.  She  declares  that 
she  now  owns  Urge  bodies  of  vacant  lands;  lands  which 
atn  ne'er  did  cede  to  the  Federal  G<ivernment|  which  alie 
will  not  now  cede  to  it;  nor  permit  any  part  of  it  to  be 
pared  off  in  settling  the  boimoury  line  with  Great  Britain. 
She  nulltfies  the  act  of  the  Federal  Guvernmenti  and  that 
not  a  mere  act  of  Congress,  but  a  case  of  national  law — 
the  supreme  Uw  of  the  Uiid — a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
Power,  at  tlie  risk  of  war  with  that  Power.  This  is  nul- 
lification in  earnest.  It  was  doing  the  think  like  master 
workmen.  The  South  Caroliniaits  were  nothing  but  ap- 
pKnticea.  They  were  fumblera  and  bunglera  at  nullifi- 
ealion.  They  dtd  nothii^  but  talk  and  tlireaten:  Uaaaa- 
chuaetta  economized  words,  and  went  to  acts.  She  did 
the  thing  at  once;  u  word  and  a  blow,  and  the  blow  Smt) 
and  whiit  effect  tiiat  blow  miglit  have  had  upon  the  secret 
deliberutions  of  the  Senate  on  the  boundary  question,  it 
did  nut  become  any  otie  to  say  ui  open  sesnun.  Let  the 
South  Carolinians  take  a  lesson  from  Massachttaetls,  or 
surrender  their  pretennons  to  the  character  of  nulbfiera. 
But  this  ia  an  episode.  1  have  referred  to  the  Maaaaehu- 
settB  protest  tn  correct  a  great  historical  blunder  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Manu&ctures,  and  to  esta- 
blish the  claim  of  the  author  of  the  Public  Lund  Commit- 
tee's report  to  tlif  ttianki  uf  tlic  writer  for  forbeatii^  to 
vxpme  It. 


The  Senator  Awn  Kentucky,  among  ttber  amiable  pe^ 
sonalitiea,  waa  pi^te  enough  to  say  that  the  report  oFtha 
Committee  on  Public  Landa  would  have  been  better  ifit 
had  had  \em  of  my  labor  in  it.  And  what  would  have  bren 
die  report,  of  which  that  Senator  was  the  writer,  if  it  had 
had  nothing  in  it  but  wliat  waa  fresh  from  his  own  inven- 
tion? Every  argument  it  contained  was  an  M  acqtuint- 
ance  in  this  chamber — fcmiliar  to  our  own  ears  ni  all  tl« 
debates  upon  Mie  graduation  bill— -meeulatorB  to  hny  up 
all  the  public  lan£— deatniction  oithe  present  bnct'iri- 
tem — splendid  growth  of  the  new  StatM,  and  of  Obm'm 
particular,  uniler  the  influence  of  the  present  aystera— 
ininry  to  former  purchasers  of  public  hnds — ml  in  the 
vahie  of  all  Unda,  public  and  private — emigrmtifNi  froa 
tite  old  States — the  land  revenue  paid  by  the  old  butew 
tno  rapid  growth  of  the  new  SUtea — comparative  frrovth 
of  old  and  new  Slatea— cessation  of  all  ankn,  under  the  ri- 
prciation  of  reducing  prices.  Theseare  tbeto|rieswhiek 
figure  in  the  Senator**  reporti  and  all  these  tnpa  \ai 
already  figure<l  for  six  years  tn  thU  chamber,  before  be 
entered  it.  The  old  opponents  of  the  gradua  ion  bill  had 
used  them  all  up{  yet  the  Committee  on  Public  L*mb 
made  no  allusion  to  the  antiquity  of  the  gentlenaut'*  ugu. 
ments.  They  received  the  rcaoscitated  carcases  of  ttitie 
old  argitmenU  as  if  they  had  been  somethiiig  fresh  and 
new.  They  answered  them  gnvely,  and  civilly,  and 
without  aUu^n  to  their  former  aequaintanoetand  noallu- 
inon  wouM  have  been  made  to  it  now,  had  it  not  been  fix 
the  Senator's  poKte  dtsparag«ment  uf  tlie  report  Ann  the 
Committee  on  pnblic  LhikK  under  the  aasiunprioNtlialit 
contained  too  much  uf  my  composition. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  proclaimed  his  intentioa 
to  antwer  the  repoKof  the  Land  Committect and  hoviU 
he  crnnply  with  that  prDclanialimi?  By  nvoMbngefcn  » 
sf  ntial  argument  of  tlte  report,  catching  at  deladied 
presalons,  and  pidiUing  at  verbal  critidsm!  He  avmled 
all  notice  of  the  objection  to  the  priticipte  of  hit  bill, 
which  makea  the  new  SUtes  the  private  proper^  of  the 
old  ones.  Me  ,paid  no  attention  to  the  memaiabaf  ax 
SUtes,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pubU 
lands.  He  shut  his  eyes  upon  the  fact  thnt  the  first  chax* 
of  new  famda  were  now  sellii^c* the  State  of  llaiiK,*t 
a  maximitiil  of  mxty  centa  per  aere,  and  thence  dosn  to 
three  and  a  half  cents.  He  ncrer  once  alluded  to  the  of- 
ficUI  reports  from  the  refers  and  receivers  of  ibe 
public  Unds,  which  described  the  quality  of  these  rcfiae 
lands,  and  fixed  their  values  at  from  five  to  fifty  ceiiu  ptf 
acre.  He  was  blind  to  the  marslial's  returns^  which  cxlti* 
biled  about  one-third  of  the  tMxiible  iuliabitaats  irf  the  ue* 
States  as  being  non-freeholders.  He  omitted  ts  aMn 
the  gUring  injustice  of  putting  MasaaclHtsetta  ai«d  Co*  ' 
nect'Cut  on  a  level  with  Vii^nia  and  Georgia  in  tlmf 
interest  in  the  public  lands,  lie  made  do  answer  to  the 
allegation  that  the  old  Sbites  would  mise  the  price  of  ibt  i 
landi^  and  send  agents  to  bid  against  purchaaen,  and  u 
prosecute  for  trespaanes,  as  soon  as  they  could  conwfcr 
them  as  their  own.  He  paid  no  attention  to  tlie  obvioul 
ol>jeetion  wlUch  diapUyed  the  injustice  of  making  no  d» 
tinction  between  the  Slates  which  had,  or  had  not,  te- 
ceived  donationa  in  money,  or  land,  for  objects  of  ititerwl 
Improvemeiit.  He  waa  «leaf  to  the  allegation  that  tlirse 
lands  had  been  granted  for  revenue,  and  dial  it  was  due  u 
the  donors,  after  tiling  them  upon  nlber  articles  tu  i»i»e  ie- 
venue,  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  these  Unda  in  alienat- 
ing the  burden  of  future  taxes  for  revenue.  He  a«» 
silent  as  the  dead  to  the  ailment  that  these  lands  wrN 
granted  to  be  disposed  of,  and  nut  to  be  kept  for  three 
hundred  -yeatB.  Be  paid  no  attention  to  the  Brpfn^^ 
tliat  tlie  new  States  were  entitled  to  a  reduction  of  il* 
revenue  oh  the  articlea  chiefly  used  by  tliemsetv*^  He 
paid  no  attention  to  tlie  fiict  tlwt  his  report  and  bill  were 
at  war  with  each  otheri  that  bis  report  was  for  dvidiif 
the  nett  proceeds  of  the  aal*s  and  his  tdl  ftr  dividing  tlic 
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gTi»e  proceedst  thrrvby  inakinf^  a  difference  of  a  miltiun 
ordulUra  in  tl<e  Kiim  to  be  divided.  He  foii^lit  ihy  upon 
tiie  qiinUtion  fn)m  Burke;  commeittecl  upon  an  imnwte- 
ri»l  part,  and  left  iiniuAictd  the  whole  stresa  and  point  of 
the  quotation.  whiolNMertctl  that  the  true  mode  of  de- 
rivii^  rcrenue  from  UihI  was  from  its  cultivation,  and 
not  fi-om  its  aule.  He  paid  no  attention  to  the  vcrt.ficft* 
tion  of  tbi!!  sentiment  in  the  United  States,  wht;re  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  hon  produced  but  thirty-eisht  millions 
of^ross  reventtf,  while  the  cultivation  of  tlie  landsi  thrau^i 
the  medium  of  cvstom-houK  revenue,  liait  produced  live 
huitdred  and  fifty^wx  millions  of  nett  revenue.  He  would 
notiiotice  tlie  exam|>te  or  England,  and  all  other  cimntriea 
who  are  now  makinif  donatluns  of  land  to  their  citizens, 
anil,  in  many  instances,  {^vin^  them  assistance  in  cultivate 
ipig  it  He  said  nothing  abotit  the  injustice  of  demanding 
the  same  price  for  all  sorts  uf  land— oothiiiR  about  the 
injustice  of  requiring  one  dollar  and  twenty^five  cents  per 
acre  fur  land  worth  twenty-five  or  fifty  centa.  The  iiciia- 
tor  from  Kentucky  omiited  all  these  eaMntial  puints,  and, 
in  that  omisvon,  gave  a  fine  exempLficatioii  of  the  rule  of 
the  rlietotieiant^  whidi  recummeitdi  alt  those  arguments 
to  be  passed  over  in  silence,  which  caimot  be  met  and 
answervd. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  skipping  all  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Committee  on  Fublic  Landis,  has  been  equally 
averse  to  the  use  of  arguments  on  his  own  side.  Sung, 
anec^iote,  metaphori  many  eshibitiona  and  fluurishea  to 
enttrrt^D  the  ladies  aiKl  by-etanderst  but  very  few  argu- 
ments to  enlighten  the  Senate.  The  cash  argument  was 
ttie  only  one  which  he  cttiKlescended  to  use.  The  Ubie 
of  dividends  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  iiis  argument, 
and  that  table  was  constructed  upon  a  principle  of  error, 
which  ezliibits  to  each  State  about  fuur  or  five  tiniea  mure 
sptui  tlian  it-  wuuhl  ever  g«t.  Instead  of  an  average  of  a 
•cries  of  years,  which  would  give  a  million  and  three-quar- 
ters in  place  of  three  millions,  for  tJie  gross  receipts  t'rum 
the  publ.c  lands,  instead  of  the  nett  proceeds,  which  would 
require  about  a  miltiun  to  be  deducted  for  expenses  in  ad- 
ministering the  public  lands,  buj-iiig  them  for  Indians, 
paying  the  annuities  incurred  on  account  of  them,  and 
effecung  tlie  removal  of  the  Indiansi  instead  of  the  re- 
mainder which  tliese  deductions  would  leave,  and  which 
in  some  years  would  be  nothing,  a^d  in  other  years  per- 
ha|is  half  a  million  of  dolUni,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
tHkes  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  last  year,  svelletl,  as  it 
was,  with  payments  due  for  lands  sold  before  the  year 
182J,  with  military  and  forfeited  land  scrip,  and  constructs 
IiisUble  upon  thut  fHllacious  sum,  and  then  exhibiis  to 
the  States  tliese  large  and  sefluctive  dividends.  But  this 
argument  will  do  upun  paper  alone.  An  amendment  to 
confine  the  distribution  to  the  netl  proceeds  will  detect  its 
falUcy,  and  leave  tliose  empty  lianded  who  supposed  they 
were'become  rich  on  the  spo.ls  of  the  new  States. 

StJI,  this  casli  argument  is  the  only  one  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  lias  condescendeil  to  usej  and  let  us  see 
how  lie  has  used  it.  He  asugns  to  the  States  north  of  the 
Putuniac  about  one  million  two  hundred  and  nzty  thou- 
sand ttollan,  and  to  the  States  south  of  the  Potomac 
about  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars!  Thus,  the 
bt^ites  which  surrendered  their  lands  to  the  Federal  Gu- 
Tcrriiment,  are  to  receive  about  seven  humlred  tliousand 
dollara  lessen  those  .who  refused  to  surrender,  and  which 
wuuld  now  involve  the  country  in  a  fbreigii  war  before 
they  would  give  up  an  acre  to  settle  a  diiiputed  boundary. 
A^tit;the  Southern  States  send  emigrants  to  the  new 
States;  the  Nurtbern  States  send  biit  few,  and  mean  to 
stop  those  few  to  work  in  their  factories.  The  Suutbern 
States,  then,  through  their  emigration,  and  the  new 
States,  are  to  furnish  the  whole  sum  which  is  tlius  to  be 
mo  unequally  divided.  I'he  whole  is  to  come  from  the 
South  sitd  West,  and  twice  the  largest  ihare  is  to  pour 
iuto  ths  Nortiieasti  thui  opwung  amttux  cunco^  anotlwr 


inland  gulf  stream,  parallel  to  the  tarrff  stream,  the  pen- 
sion stream,  the  internal  improvement  stream,  and  the 
United  States'  Bank  stream,  which  are  nowsAreeping  the 
wealth  of  the  South  and  West  into  the  Northeastern  citios. 

Tlie  Senator  from  Kentucky  carries  his  confidence  in 
the  money  argument  so  far  as  to  believe  that  tite  new 
States  theoiselves  will  be  captivated  by  it(  that  they  will 
bll  ii)  luve  with  the  fallacious  dividenm  wliich  he  has  held 
out  to  them,  and  consent  to  sell  themselves  to  the  old 
States  fur  a  small  sliare  uf  tlieir  own  spoils.  A  Urge  table 
(if  dividends-  is  displayed  before  tiienit  but  It  is  all  decep- 
tion and  illurion.  The  dividends  will  be  reduced  to  lu- 
significance  when  the  expenses  of  the  laiid  system  are  de> 
ducted  from  the  gross  receiptsf  and,  even  if  it  stood  at  the 
sums  carried  out  in  his  table,  every  new  State  would  save 
more  infinitely  by  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  tlie  litnd 
than  by  receiving  a  share  ol'  her  own  money.  The  saving 
upon  the  sales  of  last  year,  to  be  efiiected  by  a  reduction 
of  Uie  price  according  to  tite  plan  recommended  br 
the  Land  Committee,  would  be,  in  Ohio,  #3l4,000i 
in  Indiana,  f347,OUOt  in  Illinois,  fS13,000|  in  Missouri, 
$187,000tin  Alabama,  $U7,0O0t  iii  Uiastsuppr,  #103,000) 
and  in  Louinana,  #4S,0U0. 

But  it  is  nut  by  tables,  constnicted  beforehand,  that 
the  loss  of  the  new  States  can  be  ascertained  from  such  a 
bill  as  this.  If  it  passes,  their  doom  is  sealed.  They  be* 
come  tJie  private  pniperty  of  the  old  States.  To  make 
money  out  of  them  wiU  be  the  only  coniuderm'ion.  Every 
art  tliat  ingvnuity  and  avarice  can  invent,  will  be  put  in 
requisititm  to  swell  the  amount  for  distribution.  Instead 
uf  being,  reduced,  the  price  uf  the  lands  will  probably  be 
raised  again  to  the  old  minimum  uf  two  dollars.  Instead 
of  preferences  to  settlers  and  occupants,  they  will  have 
lu  bid  fur  their  own  labor  against  the  agents  uf  tlie  para- 
mount States  who  will  be  sent  to  superintend  the  sales, 
and  see  that  evety  tract  is  screwed  up  to  the  highest 
point.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  thinks 
the  price  ought  to  be  raised,  but  he  will  not  move  to  raite 
it.  Can  he  gu  security  for  his  coadjutors?  Will  they  not 
do  it?  Those  who  are  todivide  the  sppil  are  to  make  tho 
spoil.  They  can  make  it  what  they  please,  and  certainly 
Will  please  to  make  it  as  great  as  possible.  Nor  is  it  in 
the  price  only  tliat  the  new  States  may  be  oppreased  and 
harassed.  Innumerable  arts  may  be  resorted  to  in  order 
tti  entiaiice  tlie  product  derivable  from  the  lands.  Here  is 
an  act  passed  in  the  State  of  Haine,  in  the  year  1828,  for 
the  sale  uf  rotten  timber  and  growing  grass,  and  the  pro- 
secution of  trespassers,  wliich  act  can  be,  will  soon  be, 
applied  to  the  new  States  if  this  sclieme  of  distribution 
succeeds.    Listen  to  it ; 

Tliat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  land  agent  to  sell  at 
public  auction,  or  private  sale,  all  grass  growing  on  the 
public  laiifls  from  year  to  yeari  to  take  suitable  measures 
fur  the  preservation  of  grass  and  timber  standing  and 
growing  thereon;  and  to  prosecute  in  beltalf  of  the  State 
for  all  trespasses  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  committed 
thereon4  and  toseizeand  to  sell  at  public  auction  all  kinds 
uf  timber  and  grass  out  by  trespassers-  And  the  said 
agent  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  timber  on  the  public 
lands  where  the  same  is  decaying,  and  in  his  opinion  it  is 
for  the  public  interest  to  do  so!"  This  is  now  a  law  of 
Mjunei  thn  is  a  law  made  by  those  whu  are  now  aiming 
at  the  ownership  of  all  our  lands.  If  th^  succeed,  will 
they  be  more  generous  to  the  people  of  the  New  States 
titan  to  their  own  citizens?  On  the  contrary,  will  they  not 
be  a  thousand  times  harder?  Ilotten  timber  and  prairie 
grass  will  then  be  an  object  of  revenue.  All  cattle  and 
horses  will  have  to  be  confined  on  the  owner's  land,  or 
taken  up  and  sold  fur  the  trespass  if  they  stray  on  the 
public  lands.  Agents  sent  from  the  old  States,  aod  sta- 
tioned in  every_  township,  would  watch,  not  only  the 
farmcra  and  thor  slaves^  out  their  cattle^  thdr  horsey  tod 
thdr  bog%  to  Kt  tbcm  far  txespasm. 
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Tbu  bill  hu  been  called  a  ayHltm  tor  atmiag  the  boti-  { 
IKM  of  interrwl  improvement;  and  under  that  ■■umption  j 
the  t»U  fur  granting- a  towiuhip  of  land  to  ttie  French  col- 
lege at  St.  Louii,  and  the  bill  to  grant  half  a  million  of 
acres  to  the  States  of  Mimouri,  Utniaippi,  and  Louisiana, 
had  t>een  Lud  upon  the  table.  They  were  laid  by  to  await 
the  eatabliahmeiit  oftbia  lyitem,  aa  it  is  called;  but  when 
the  intcmil  improTement  billi  were  up  to  expend  a  mil- 
lion or  ao  in  money,  in  the  Northeavt,  no  motion  was 
made  (o  lay  them  down.  The  word  system  was  not  then 
pronounced^  ihia  bill  fbr  adjuatingtbe  bunnen  of  inters 
nal  impimrement  was  not  once  alludeil  to.  AH  passed 
witluMt  hesitation  or  questioo.  System,  indeed!  It  is 
none,  and  cannot  be.  It  does  not  even  profess  to  bind  a 
future  CoiipresB,  and  could  not  if  it  would.  ]t  does  not 
eren  profess  to  abstain  from  future  appropriations,  and 
could  not  prevent  them  if  it  tried.  Future  Congresses 
will  do  as  tliey  please.  Future  majorities  will  do  as  they 
please.  Unequal  i^ipropnatioiia  will  go  on  as  freely  as 
ereri  the  mly  difference  will  be,  Uut  the  land  revenue 
will  be  thrown  to  that  object,  in  addition  to  all  the  expend- 
itures which  would  otherwise  have  b«en  made.  In  one 
respect  only  it  may  be  considered  as  a  system,  and  tliat  a 
most  dissstrous  one;  a  system  of  setting  aside  tlie  pro* 
cceds  of  particular  branches  of  the  revenue,  to  answer 
specific  purposes,  and  thus  getting  clear  of  surplus  reve- 
nue without  reducing  toxus!  Land  revenueisthe  branch 
now  to  be  set  amlef  the  revenue  from  wotdlens,  cottons, 
iron,  salt,  8to.  8uk,  may  follow  next  year.  There  is  no 
end  te  that  tyuem  when  once  begun.  It  is  now  com- 
menced un  the  weakest  part  of  the  Union,  because  they 
are  the  weakest,  and  ibe  least  able  to  defend  themselves. 
The  South  u  to  be  tempted  into  it  by  a  share  of  the  West- 
em  qpoils;  and  next  year  the  West  is  to  be  tempted  into 
the  eoutinuation  of  tlie  system,  by  getting  a  share  of  the 
Southern  spoils.  Thus  a  revenue  ol  any  amount,  twenty- 
ft*e  or  thirty  millions,  may  be  kept  up,  by  dexterously 
playing  off  the  South  agiuntt  the  West,  and  the  West 
agunst  the  South,  and  making  them  dlternaUly  co-opente 
with  the  Northeast  tn  plundering  each  other. 

It  is  not  a  system  for  ^e  settfement  of  the  internal  im- 
provement question.  Its  object  is  very  different  from 
that  It  is  a  tariff  bill;  it  is  an  ultra  tanff  measure;  the 
strongest  and  the  boldest  which  has  been  attempted  at 
tlua  session,  l^nff  is  stamped  upon  its  face;  taiift  is  em- 
blazoned upon  ks  borders;  tarifi'  is  proclaimed  in  all  its 
features.  In  the  first  pkeei  it  if  intended,  by  diTertlng 
the  land  revenue  from  the  supiiort  of  the  Government,  to 
create  a  vacuum  in  the  treasury,  which  must  be  filled  up 
by  duties  on  imported  goods.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  in- 
tended, by  keeping  up  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  to 
prevent  the  emigratiun  of  laboring  people  from  the  manu- 
facturing States,  and  retain  ttiem  where  they  were  bom, 
to  work  in  the  fiictories.  This  is  the  true  character  of  the 
bill)  a  tariff  Inllt  a  land  tariff  bill;  conceived  according  to 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Bush,  in  1838,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  Tariff  Convention  in  November  of  the  last  year. 
Tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  charged  this  design  upon 
this  bill;  tliey  quoted  Mr,  Bush,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  Tariff  Convention,  to  prove  that  character  upon 
it)  and  their  charge  has  not  been  met.  A  feeble  attempt  at 
the  vindication  of  Mr.  Bush  has  fixed  the  design  more 
firmly  upon  bim.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut] 
infimiM  the  Senate  that  he  suggested  to  Mr.  Bush,  before 
hit  report  was  communicated  to  Congress,  that  it  might 
be  misunderatooH,  and  that  he  bad  better  onut  what  re- 
lated tothe  public  knds  and  the  manufactures.  He  sug- 
gested  to  him  that  it  might  be  misunderstood!  Yes,  mis- 
understcKid!  and  that  very  phrase  proves  tliat  it  was  under- 
stood! thatthe  Senator  from  Kentucky  understood  it  at  the 
first  bhish  preosely  as  every  body  else  has  understood  it 
•Tcr  rinoe.  But  the  memonal  of'the  New  Toik  Conven- 
Oon,  which  bH  been  printed  and  laid  opon  ourtabk^  tint 


lalao  to  quoted  by  tbe  Public  Land  Oommtlee,  and  m  no- 
I  tice  is  taken  of  it  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  nor  hj 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewi>e.]  WhydqtbevoaHt 
to  notice  that  memorial?  Because  it  to  fiiD  sad  dhm,  ct- 
(rrcstf  and  explicit,  up  to  the  mai^  and  direct  ana  Oftn  n 
favor  of  preventing  enngration  to  the  West  for  the  par- 
pose  oF  detaining  tiie  nboring  population  to  work  m  die 
factories.  There  is  no  room  for  dispute  about  it,  tai, 
therefore,  the  Senators  who  undertake  to  answer  '&ie  r^ 
port  of  the  Land  Commhtce^  prudently  psss  by  tbitoK- 
morial,  and  the  unansweraMe  aigument  founded  upon 
although  referred  to  in  the  body  of  the  report,  and  qiMttd 
verbatim  in  the  appendix.  Tbe  fact  is  clear;  the  conch- 
sion  irrc-Mstible;  the  character  undeniable,  that  tbii  hud 
bill  u  a  tariff  measure;  and  that  tbe  new  Statei  tre  to 
be  oppressed  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  for  tbe 
purptwe  of  preventing  emigration,  and  of  suppljinf  b- 
borers  to  the  factories. 

The  bill  is  certainly  adriMtly  drawn;  itiscaksUlednpeo 
awide-spread  scheme,  and  universal  design  totttnctiO 
interests  to  engage  in  the  oppression  of  the  West  TV 
proceeds  of  tbe  ailci  of  the  public  Unds  are  to  be  dhided 
among  all  the  States,  and  for  all  sorts  of  purposes— to  piy 
old  debts  for  roads  and  canals,  or  to  make  new  roKhinil 
canals  with  ready  money — to  promote  education— »nd  to 
colonize  ftve  negroes  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  CcrtiiiOT 
these  multiplied  objects  must  enlist  a  great  muhiludt 
against  the  new  States,  and  excHc  their  cupidi^  to  Ik 
highest  degree  to  get  btrid  of  the  public  domain  Ibrthu 
respective  objects.  One  of  these  objeeti^  from  effafc 
which  have  been  made  to  recommend  it  to  public  firDr, 
and  the  profound  ignorance  which  pervades  the  public 
mind  with  respect  to  its  feasibility,  demands  a  word  of  eh- 
cidation;  1  speak  of  Ihf  colonization  scheme;  for  the  pro- 
secution of  which  this  "bill  commits  the  federsi  domiiii. 
and  the  political  powers  of  this  Fetieral  Xiovenuneiil  A 
more  visionary,  a  more  chimerical,  and  a  more  impndi- 
cable  project  never  entered  the  hei^  of  man,  thsn  dM 
scheme;  and  this  I  will  demonstrate  by  fiicts  and  rmw  ' 
which  no  candid  nwn  can  permit  himself  to  dispute. 

Two  distinct  views  of  the  project  demonstrate  thii  i»- 
possibility:  first,  the  experience  of  Great  Britain;  secood-  | 
ly,  tlie  authentic  reports  of  our  own  Colonization  SocieJj 
ISach  view  n  conelustve;  either,  taken  sepsrstel}',  potii 
end  to  hope;  both,  taken  together,  condemn  it  irreroo- 
biy.    All  the  world  knows  sopietlung,  but  few  know  the  I 
real  history  of  the  Britirii  attempt  at  African  coMu^ 
The  expense  tn  money  and  in  Hves,  and  the  total  fijhie 
oftheunderlaking,  arebutslightlyknown.  ThcmoncytJ  | 
expense  has  been  prodigious:    The  chief  justice  of  Siem 
Leone,  Mr.  Jeffcott,  in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jun'in  the 
capital  of  the  colony,  in  June,  1830,  stated  the  eipci*  i 
for  the  last  ten  yeftrs  to  amount  to  je7,000,OOOst«liSi  | 
(about  33  millions  of  dtrilars;)  that  the  number  of  Afrtau 
brought  in  during  that  period  was  between  18  and  19,000: 
and  that  the  expense  of  each  had  been  idwut  £300  ^e- 
ling,  (near  1,S00  dolhirs;)  and  that  tbe  total  population  of 
the  colony  was  then  but  Hltle  upwards  of  20,000  soul*- 
This  gives  an  idea  of  the  expense  in  money.   But » iw-t 
dreadful  account  of  expenditure  is  stili  to  be  opened-  I' 
is  the  expense  of  human  life!,   Everj-  Governor  sent  tolbe 
colony  had  perished  under  the  climate,  one  only  excepted,  . 
and  he  had  perished  under  the  knives  of  the  nsti»  »  I 
groes.   The  soldiers  and  sailors  sent  thm  wereiRP* 
off  in  crowds.    No  seasoning  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world  could  prepare  them  for  the  horrors  of  this  Afi*^ 
climate.    Troops  from  the  West  Indies,  from  the  Ope" 
Good  Hope,  the  Bast  Indies,  all  shared  the  same  ^te. 
The  only  difference  was,  that  the  drunkards  died  the  fi* 
season,  and  the  sober  ones  the  second  or  third. 
waste  of  life  and  money  induced  tbe  British  ParliaiBei^ 
in         10  open  a  eommisnon  to  eiamiae  into  the  ttrtt" 
the  eolonyt  ttie  resuhwaiadetttiQinntiontoeoiitnetiDar 
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eaublishnieiits,  to  withdraw  most  of  tbeir  troops,  and  to 
Hirreiidcr  all  hope  of  success. 

The  last  annual  i-eport  of  the  American  Colonization.So- 
ciety  proves  and  establishes  the  inability  of  their  efforts. 
Louk  at  their  own  statements.  At  page  41,  it  is  stated, 
and  correctly  stated,  that  the  annual  increase  of  the  black 
population  19  from  75  to  80,000  souls,  and  that  it  will  re- 
quire tliis  number  to  be  annually  earned  off  to  check  the 
ifrowth  of  that  population  among- us.  At  page  10,  it  is  stat- 
ed, and  correctly  stated,  that  the  arrival  of  1,000  emigrant 
negrroea  in  any  one  year  would  be  the  ruin  of  tiie  colony! 
that  even  that  small  number  of  new  comers  would  make 
a  revuliit  on,  and  require  an  armed  force  to  keep  the 
peace  among  them.  Here,  ttien,  are  two  facts,  whidi 
put  an  end  to  the  illusions  of  this  scheme.  Seventy-five 
thousand  per  annum  must  go,  before  tlie  increase  of  the 
blacks  is  citecked  at  home — before  we  can  feel  any  na- 
tional advantage  from  it;  and  the  arrival  of  1,000  would 
destroy  the  colony,  and  put  an  end  to  the  projectl  Can 
argument,  or  cummentary,  add  to  ttie  force  uf  these  two 
facts,  presented  by  the  managers  of  the  Society  themselves 
in  titeir  last  annual  report^ 

Individuals  may  give  their  moneys  benevolent  persons 
may  Ibllow  the  impulse  of  their  feehngs  in  bestowing  their 
charily  upon  tliis  project.    Their  money  is  their  own,  and 
tliey  may  do  wluit  they  please  with  it.    But  can  legislators 
and  statesmen  follow  the  same  impitluonS,  and  act  in  the 
■  same  manner,  with  respect  to  thi  revenues  of  the  people? 
Can  they  commit  this  Government  upon  a  scheme  of  Afri- 
can colonization,  without  counting  the  cobt  in  hfe  and  Vno- 
ney,  and  asking  themselves  if  the  success  is  to  justify  the 
expenditure?  The  total  English  ctpcnsein  the  fifty  years  of 
her  experiment  cannot  have  been  less  than  eighty  or  ninety 
m-llioiis  uf  dollan).    The  destruction  of  life  has  been  appu- 
ling.    Tlie  descriptian  of  Kdmund  Burke  has  been  real- 
\zca,  thut  it  was  a  re^on  where  the  gates  of  death  stood 
open  duy  and  night  fur  the  reception  of  its  viciims.  Go- 
vernurs  uiid  judges,  soldiers  and  mariners,  all  go.  Our 
colmiy  is  on  iltc  same  ground.    It  is  not  only  within  the 
cliai-lc red,  but  within  the  settled  limits  of  the  British  co- 
lunyt  tUe  mortality  must  be  the  same  when  our  establish- 
ments t:qiial  tlicu's.    If  this  scheme  is  followed  up,  and 
tb.s  Federal  Government  becunica  committed  to  that 
scht-me,  h  t<.'mtor.at  government  must  be  sent  to  Afi-ica. 
A  detachment  of  the  army  and  of  the  navy  must  be  sent 
there,  and  cuiirts  armed  with  strung  crlmiiial  jurisdiction. 
If        to  tliediselves,  the  culuity  wiU  be  in  civil  war  Before 
it  readiest  2U,U0(J  souls.    Viulcnce  prevails  all  over  the 
u'oi  ld.     I'he  second  man  tliat  was  boi  n  killed  tlie  first. 
Murders,  seditions,  revolutiuns,  go  on  every  wliere.  Can 
it  be  expected  that  UiiSimedley  uf  lugroea,  part  from  Ame- 
rica, pHTt  from  Africa,  some  full  blood,  some  half  blood, 
will  ri.-itti2e  the  visionary  speciiUtion  of  human  perfecli- 
b.liiy,  und  be  kept  in  order  by  moral  restraints,  and  the 
mtUi  puiiislimeiit  uf  interdiction  from  the  use  of  Sre  and 
water  ill  Afncit?    For  the  Roman  punisliment  by  exile  is 
tliu  highest  now  known  in  our  colony.    No!  these  re- 
struiiittf  Will  soon  fa^l.    Tlicy  will  fuil'as  they  did  in  the 
Briti^li  colony  bcfure  it  reached  3U,U00,  and  require  all 
the  iiiachinery  uf  a  strong  Guveniiuent  tu  keep  the  ne- 
gntva  in  peace.    Who  is  prepared  to  eatablisli  that  Go- 
vernment in  Africa'   To  spread  our  conatiUition  across 
tlie  Attiiiitic,  and  beneath  the  eqiuttor,  and  stretch  itover 
a  ritctz  Tur  which  it  whs  nut  made?    Who  is  jirepured  to 
ezpeiitl  u  hundred  millions  of  money  ui  this  attempt,  and 
to  Ktriul  tliu  SODS  of  our  farmers — tlie  soldiers  and  mariners 
of  tlie  re-public — toperiahonthatpestikntialcoost^  Those 
who  «r«t  iu>t  prepared  for  ttiese  things  sliouldstop  at  once, 
and  refuse  to  commit  their  Government  upon  a  project 
wUicli  roust  invulve  all  tlieae  consequences,  and,  after  in- 
rulviiiy  thein,  must  end  as  the  Briti^Ji  attempt  at  coloniza- 
tion liHM  euded,  in  demonstrating  its  total  impracticability. 
As  u.  Western  Duui,as  a  citizen  ofone  of  the  new  Stgtea, 
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I  must  protest  agaiost  the  application  of  the  public  lands 
to  this  object.  It  is  several  years  unce  things  have  been 
taking  that  turn.  Mr.  Kins,  of  New  York,  the  most  con- 
spicuous author  of  the  Missouri  question,  first  proposed 
it  in  the  Senate.  His  resolution  was  submitted  in  1824, 
but  led  to  no  result.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clat]  now  moves  it  in  a  more  fprmal  and  determined 
manner.  The  managers  of  the  Society  have  themselves 
looked  to  it,  and  have  curiously  mixed  up  a  calculation  of 
wordty  ^in,  a  question  of  profit  in  a  moneyed  point  of 
view,  with -this  devotion  of  the  public  lands  to  their  favor- 
ite object.  At  page  23  of  their  last  armual  report,  after 
claiming  an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands,  they  go  on 
to  add,  that  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that,  whatever  ap- 
propriations should  he  made  by  the  Government  to  this 
object,  the  greater  part  would  be  expended  in  giving  em- 
ployment to  our  shipping  and  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Thus  philanthropy  uid  wordly  gain  are  to  ^ 
hand  in  hand;  the  shipping  intereit  and  those  employed  in 
conducting  the  scheme  are  to  ^t  the  greater  part  or  »- hat- 
ever  is  expended.  I'he  public  lands  of  the  West  are  to 
fall  into  the  current  which  is  sweeping  off  every  thing 
else.  Farmers  of  the  West  are  to  be  required  to  furnish 
annually  millions — compelled  to  pay  infinitely  more  for  re< 
fuse  Und  than  citizens  of  Maine  pay  for  flnt  cboioes,  to 
fitrnish  money  to  enncb  the  shippers,  as  weU  aa  to  buy 
lands  to  be  given  as  a  donation  to  the  negroes  carried  to 
Africat  and  all  thia  in  addition  to  furnishing  at  much  oi 
will  defray  the  expenses  of  the  State  Governments  in  all 
the  old  States.  ■ 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  showing  that  the  question  was 
now  between  the  plans  of  the  two  committees — tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Hanufactiires,  which  waa  icir  keeping  up  the 
price  (rf  the  londst  and  the  Committee  on  Public  ijind^ 
who  were  for  reducing  the  price  to  one  dollar  per  acre 
for  fresh  lands,  and  finy  cenU  per  acne  for  such  as  had 
been  in  market  five  years,  with  a  right  of  preference  to 
actual  setllersi  and  he  called  upon  ail  the  frienda  of  the 
West  to  stand  forward  and  show  their  friendsliip  on  thia 
occasion,  by  voting  down  the  plan  of  the  Hanutacturin|f 
Committee,  and  MUrtuiai^  thut  of  tbe  Public  Land  Uomr 
mittee. 

FaisAT,  ivw*  39. 

THE  TAraPF. 

I'he  bill  from  the  House,  to  alter  and  amend  the  seve- 
ral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  was  read  twice,  re- 
ferred to  ttie  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  , 

Mr.  FOINDEXTEB  moved  to  print  on  additional  num- 
ber of  cities  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  in- 
formation of  its  detwb  through  the  country. 

The  pronmition  was  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  the 
printing  of  the  extra  mimbier  of  copiea  would  be  to  circu- 
late erruneotis  information,  as  the  bill  would  probably  be 
amended  in  its  progress  through  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  as  also  was  a  motion  by  Mr. 
HABCV  to  print  300  extra  copies. 

Mr.  GKUNOY  then  ftfftred  a  resolution  requiring  the 
Secretary  <^the  Senate  to  prepare  a  otatement  of  the  du- 
ties imposed  by  existing  laws,  and  those  imposed  by  the 
bill  which  had  now  passed  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  TYLER  suggested  that  an  estimate  of  tite  amount 
of  revenue  which  would  be  cut  oiT  by  the  new  hill  be  em- 
braced in  the  statement. 

Mr.  GKUNDY  suggerted  that  this  infbnnation  could 
only  be  obtained  from  the  Tt«mui^  Deportment.  The 
informatitm  called  fw  by  bii  resolutKm  would  be  necea* 
sary  to  enable  the  Senate  to  act  on  tbe  bilL  He  presum- 
ed the  Committee  on  Manufactures  muld  be  able  to  re- 
port the  bill  on  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

air.  CLAY  moved  to  amend  the  reiohitioB,  caSHDg 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1155 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REUISTEU 


1156 


SnATs.]  Death  of  Mr.  MtehelL— Portrait  of  WaMngton— Harbor  Bia.—PiMu  Laadt.     [Jnrx  30,  1833. 


tor  a  itateinent  alto  of  the  rates  of  duties  imposed  by  the 
two  bilh  reported  by  the  Comouttec  on  Manubctures  of 
the  Senate. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  GRVNDT  aa  a 
modification  of  his  resolution,  and  me  resolution,  as  modi- 
fied, was  then  agreed  to.  ^ 

DEATH  OF  Mr.  MITCHELL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, by  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Cterkof  the  House,  announc- 
ing the  death  of  Gcoaox  E.  Mitchiu,  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  State  of  Maryland,  of  that  House,  and 
that  his  fiineral  would  take  place  at  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  CHAMBERS*  tiie  Senate  then  came 
to  the  following  resolution: 

Saobedt  That  the  Senate  srill  attend  the  funeral  Of  the 
Hon.  G.  E.  MiTCHXLL,  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Maryland,  this  day  at  5  o'clock  P.  H.,  and,  as 
a  tribute  of  respect  fur  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  that 
the  Senators  will  go  into  mourning,  by  wearii^  crape  on 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

SaTumpar,  Jovb  30. 
PORTRAIT  OF  WASHINGTON. 

On  motion  oTMr.  FlffiLlNGHUYSEN,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  resolution  for  the  purchaae  of  the  ranginal  portrait 
or  George  Washington,  by  Rembrandt  Peale. 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  3,000  dollars.  He 
founded  his  motion,  fint*  on  the  accuracy  of  the  likeness, 
and,  secondly,  on  the  nature  of  the  subject  itself.  He 
stated  the  opiiuons  of  Judge  Marshall,  Judge  Washington, 
and  oUier  distinguidied  men,  as  to  the  accuracy  of  there- 
semblance.  He  considered  this  work  as  a  conception  of 
faste  andgemas,  and  the  value  of  these  efforts  of  genius, 
in  dollars  and  cents,  ma.*  depend  upon  the  taste  of  thow 
who  purchase.  He  had  no  dmibt  that  many  punters  could 
be  found  who  would  paint  a  portrait  of  Wa^ington  for 
350  dollarst  but  this  was  the  work  which  it  would  be  most 
becoming  the  dignity  and  taste  of  the  Senate  to  possess— 
the  portrait  of  Peale.  It  was  not  the  price  of  the  canvas 
or  the  oil  which  was  to  be  considered,  but  the  value  of 
the  immortal  mind  which  wu  portrayed  by  the  painter. 

Hr.  SMITH  stated  that  Stewart  recdved  only  1»000 
dollars  for  his  best  nortraitsi  and  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  give  1,000  dollars  fbr  tUa.  Stewart  had  engaged 
to  make  him  a  copy  fitf  600  dollan,  but  it  eould  not  be 
obtained  from  him. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  said  that  he  bad  taken  his  idea  of  Wash- 
inglon  from  the  portnuts  of  Stewart.  He  admitted  the 
merits  of  his  picture,  and  said  that  if  it  was  to  be  regarded 
OS  %n  original,  which  he  supposed  it  was,  the  price  ought 
not  to  be  in  the  way.  An  oripnal  head  of  Wasliington, 
by  Stewart,  was  lately  sold  fur  dollars,  and  the  pur- 
chaser would  not  listen  to  an  oflftr  of  5,0P0  for  it  In 
England,  if  its  character  were  as  hi{^  as  it  is  here,  >t  would 
fetch  a  much  higher  price. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  that  if  it  were  the  intention  of  the 
Seitatc  to  own  tlie  portrait,  they  should  not  cavil  about 
tile  price.  No  private  gentleman  would  think  of  giving 
less.  His  acquaintance  with  the  original  of  the  likeness 
had  been  but  slight,  but  it  was  his  impression  that  it  was 
vastly  superior  to  any  other  he  bad  ever  seen. 

Hr.  FRELINGHUYSKN  then  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
solution, by  adding  a  provision  thut  the  portrait  be  hung 
in  a  conspicuous  purt  of  the  Senate  chamber,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the  ex- 
penses tliereof  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fundi  which 
was  agreed  to. 

l*he  words  of  New  York"  were  then  stricken  out,  tin 
motion  of  Mr.  MARTY,  who  slated  that  Mr.  Prole  was 
not  of  New  York. 


The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroMed.  and 
read  a  third  time. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  connder  the  amendment 
made  by  tiie  House  to  the  harbor  bill,  disagreoi^  to  an 
amendment  of  the  Senate  relative  to  die  bn^e  over  the 
Wabarii  river,  at  Terre  Haute,  (Indiana,)  and  the  Senate 
recet'ed  from  their  amendment. 

[Wliilst  this  amendment  was  undedded,  Hr.  TIPTON, 
of  Indiana,  said,  the  House  of  Representatives  having  dia. 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  he  wished  the  Senate  to  recede 
from  iL  He  sud  he  should  be  veiy  glad  to  see  this  bridge 
constructed,  provided  this  could  be  done  without  inter- 
ryptingthe  navigation  of  the  river.  A  portion  of  hbcon- 
stitiients  were  anxious  to  have  an  appropriation  for  this 
bridge :  another  .portion  of  them,  and,  he  thotiriit,  a  smaller 
one,  were  opposed  to  it,  fearing  that  it  would  injure  the 
navigation  of  the  Wabash;  but  the  proviaion  of  the  bill 
which  the  House  had  stricken  out,  protected  the  naviga- 
tion of  this  river.  It  was  not  his  desgn  to  i^>eak  of  the 
action  of  the  House,  nor  of  the  motives  of  those  who  pro- 
duced that  action)  nor  would  he  give  a  history  of  this 
bridge  in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  other  Houset  he  would, 
however,  remark,  that  it  had  twice  passed  the  Senate, 
first  in  a  separate  bill,  containing  an  appropriation  fbr  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  latterly  in  the  form  of  an  amend- 
ment to  the  harbor  bill,  the  one  now  before  the  Senate. 
He  was  opposed  to  endangering  the  passage  of  this  bill  at 
this  late  period  of  the  sesMon.  It  contained  a  provisioo 
for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  bis  State,  and  fbr 
other  important  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  be 
hoped  that  the  Senate  would  recede  far  this  ttme,  and  let 
the  bill  pass.] 

PVBUC  LANDS. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  connderation  of  the  biB 
to  appropriate,  for  alimited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  question  pen^ng  being  on  the  motion  cJf  Mr. 
Mooas  indefinitely  to  postpone  the  bill, 

Mr.  BENTON  resumed  his  remarks  in  continuation, 
against  the  general  features  of  the  measure,  as  unjust  to 
the  new  States.  He  contended  tba^  by  the  distribution 
proposed  of  the  proceeds  among  the  several  States, 
Indiana,  tiiongfa  she  paid  as  mucA  as  Otuo^  would  only  re- 
ceive  half  the  amount  as  her  share  of  the  sdes;  in  Eke 
manner,  Illinois,  one-fouHh;  Missouri,  one-fifth;  and  Ala- 
bama and-Misa^sippi,  in  no  proportion  to  the  money  psid 
by  them  severally.  That  it  was  sho  unjust  to  tlie  old 
States,  and  to  the  people  of  the  Union  genenlly,  as  it 
would  keep  up  the  price  of  the  public  lands  above  tbeir 
value)  and  that  it  was  a  plan  much  less  beneficial  than  thst 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which 
woidd  make  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  one-half.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  modes  proposed  by  the  bill  under  consder- 
Htion,  for  the  application  of  the  proceeds  by  the  Siatei 
to  various  purposes.  That  (or  the  purpose  of  the  Africaa 
colonization,  he  contended,  wax  visionsny,  cbiDierical,  snd 
totally  impracticable;  instancing  the  &jiure  of  an  attempt 
by  tlie  Bntish  to  establish  a  colony  at  Cape  Coast  Casak^ 
Sierra  Leone — its  total  fbilure,  from  the  mortnli^  of  the 
climnte,  6ie.  Their  plan  of  colonization  at  LibenawouM 
in  the  end  also  result  m  fiiiUire  from  various  causes,  and  ia 
tLie  interim  could  only  serve  to  enrich  the  sliipptfq;  inte- 
rest,  and  to  keep  up  the  price  of  the  public  domain  for 
this  and  other  piirpuses.  In  cotichinon,  be  denouacedil 
as  radically  wrong  and  unjust. 

Hr.  HOOKE  said  he  WMild  occupy  afew  minutes  of  the 
time  of  tJie  Senate,  in  aswgning  the  reasons  which  infiu- 
enced  him  in  submitting  the  propontitm  now  pendtng, 
and  which  inclined  him  to  the  support  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Publio  Lands. 

1  consider,  w,  said  Vt.  U.,  thatthisfi  ameawe  <rf  the 
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vtry  last  importance:  this  bill,  together  with  the  report 
which  aceompuiied  it,  hu  been  drawn  with  great  care, 
and  contains,  apparently,  much  plausible  argument  and 
sound  icaaoaing;  and  both  have  been  suppMted  by  fimn- 
ble  and  eloquent  speeches  by  the  honoraole  Senator  Irom 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut,]  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Ohio,  [Nr.  Bwiko.]  But,  sir,  I  roust  be  permitted  to  say 
thut  the.  provisions  contained  in  this  bil),  and  the  views 
taken  by  the  report  accompanying  it,  (though  very  impos- 
ing,) are  utterly  adverse  to  theinterestoofuienew  States. 
I  cannot  i^ive  my  aanctioo  to  this  bill,  because  it  not  only 
fiuls  to  diaixnse  e^ual  justice  to  th«  new  States,  but  con- 
tains proviaions  which  cany  certun  ruin  and  deatiwlion  to 
their  most  valuable  interests.  It  is  true  the  provision 
which  proposes  to  give  the  new  Statesten  per  cent,  ofthe 
proceeds  of  tlie  public  lands  for  five  years,  assumes  the 
appearance  of  liberalitvi  but  it  is  equaUy  true  that  this 
is  a  gilded  piU,  which,  if  taken,  wUl  prove  the  moat  faU| 
poison.  For,  let  it  be  understood  that  this  pruposition  is 
connected  with  the  one  wMclt  gives  to  atl  the  States  their 
pn^oition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  accinding 
to  nidr  fedeial  repreaentationt  now,  sdcmt  this  provitfon, 
and  die  Ii4e  ofthe  new  States  will  be  sealed  fbrevert  thar 
interest  may  then  be  said  to  b«  in  the  hands  of  "  hard 
taskmasters,"  truly.  Can  any  person  be  ignorant  of  the 
&ct  tliat  then  it  will  be  tlie  interest  of  the  old  States  to 
oppose  every  proposition  for  a  reduction  of  the  price,  or 
pre-en^kion  righ^  and  ever}  jipplicstion  for  relief,  of  any 
character  whatever,  in  order  that  tbxy  nMv  be  enabled  to 
realise  die  greatest  possible  speculati6n'  And,  in  that 
«ven^  the  hoom^le  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay] 
irili  be  relieved  from  bestowing  any  further  encomiums 
upon  the  very  liberal  enactments  in  fiivor  of  the  new 
Stalest  for  I  would  venture  the  assertion,  that  acts  of  that 
character  would  never,  thereafter,  grace  your  statute 
books.  But,  in  that  event,  what  Statea  will  be  the  great- 
«st  beneficiaries^  letmeaskf  The  same,  sir,  which  derive 
the  gMStert  benefit  from  the  tariff'  sad  pen^  bill; 
while  Alabama,  a  Slate  which  will  fiirnish  between  twenty- 
five  and  thir^  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  domain,  to 
be  divided  in  the  mode  proposed,  will  receive  about  fifty- 
six  tiiottsand  dollars  per  annum;  the  State  of  Penn^lvsnta 
will  receive  two  hundred  and  eighty^tght  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventyvx  dollars;  and  that  of  New  Tork 
fimr  huodred  and  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  tweiity- 
etfht  doUara,  (fori  throw  away  fractions  and  ecnts.)  Sir, 
will  this  do  juadee  to  Virgiiuaand  Gein^  whose  liheTs%, 
I  believe,  gave  all  the  territorr  out  of  whieh  ttic  new 
Statea  have  been  composed,  srith  the  cxeeptioit  of  Loui- 
siana and  Missouri  >  But  Virgii^  is  eonnstetit  whh  her- 
self—laagnanimous  Virginia  gave  an  empire,  without 
counting  dollars  and.centa,  or  claiming  an  cquivalentj  she 
now  fbrtMars  entering  into  this  general  scramble  for  anv 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  domain,  although 
slie  ha*  a  more  legithiiate  elalm  than  any  other  of  the  M 
States  in  the  Union. 

But  it  baa  been  asserted  that  this  Government  hat  ex- 
hibited great  liberality  and  parental  kindness  towards  the 
new  States,  in  the  various  enactmenta  in  their  fiivor,  be. 
To  a  certain  extent,  I  agree  this  is  80(  but  not  to  that  ex- 
tent gentlemen  have  contended  for. 

I  acknowledge  the  liberality  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  regards  the  relief  measures  by  which  At  has  ex- 
tended tomnli  a  meritorious  clsa*  of  pubfie  debtors,  the 
.purchasers  of  public  landa^  the  Gira  of  taking  the  lands 

Iturcbased  at  a  £ur  price,  and  saving  them  from  the  fiir- 
eiture  of  both  land  and  money  paid  towards  it,  whidi 
mi|^t  have  proved  ruinous  to  this  portion  of  her  citizens, 
but  could  not  have  reaultedto  the  benefit  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But,  rir,  1  deny,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  a 
new  State,  that  there  was  any  liberality  in  the  terms  pro- 
posed and  eosAliaas  aucte^  tipon  wMoh  we  were  re- 
ceired  into  the  Federal  Union.  I  deny  that  there  WMsny 
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thing  like  gratuity  or  donation  in  the  grant  of  the  three 
per  cent,  fund  for  internal  improvement,  or  in  the  grant 
of  the  two  townships  for  a  semmaiy  <^  learning,  or  in  the 
rcserratien  of  the  nxteenth  seetiori  in  eedi  townddp  for 
private  schools.  Sir,  these  were  the  grants  in  wlucn  tlw 
old  States  have  already  enjoyed  an  equal  participatioai 
they  were  made  to  encourage  emigration,  and  to  enhance 
the  price  of  the  public  domain,  and  these  effects  have 
been  produced.  The  citizen,  emigrating  fyom  the  old 
States  to  the  new,  finds  the  means  of  education  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  university  more  in  bia  reach;  he  conclndei^ 
of  course,  that  it !»  an  inducement  to  locate  himaelf  in  this 
quartert  end,  fivdiisconridenttion,  he  givcsahiriierpriefl 
tor  lus  landsi  snd,  in  fifce  manner,  when,  by  accident,  the 
uxteenth  section  proves  to  be  a  nduable  one,  he  is  led  to 
give  a  higher  price  for  lands  in  this  town^ip,  by  reaioo 
of  the  prospects  it  affords  of  educating  his  childten  upon 
good  terms}  but  this  mxteenth  section  which  has  been 
spoken  of  so  often  aa  a  f^ratuity  or  donation,  is  only  re- 
■erved  from  sale  promiscuoudy,  not  selected,  and,  of 
course,  it  often  happens  (probably  lune  times  out  often) 
that  it  provea  to  be  utterly  vahwlesi,  located  in  e  mmp 
or  marw,  noba  of  inountains,  or  pine  woodi,  not  wertt 
one  cent.    Where  is  this  Uberality,  then? 

But  let  us  sdnut  that  these  were  deseed  as  an  eqiuva- 
lent  for  the  conceSMon  made  by  the  new  Statea,  in  tib- 
empting  the  public  domain  from  taxation,  and  the  land 
sold  by  the  Government  to  indiriduala  fiv  five  yean  after 
their  sale.  Then,  we  say,  that  not  onW  have  the  nonr 
States  given  an  equivalent,  butten  times  tile  amount  of  that 
value,  in  thus  exempting  the  lands  from  tszatiwit  and  this 
is  eapable  of  mathemabcal  demonstratim,  provided  anr 
person  will  take  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  amount  whick 
would  he  realized,  as  a  tax  upon  the  lands  exempted,  at 
the  rate  which  is  imposed  upon  the  lands  of  other  citi- 
zens. 

But  this  ia  not  all;  in  doing  this,  the  new  Statea  have 
parted  with  a  portion  of  their  sDvereignlty,  by  whieh  the 
Geneiml  GovennOMit  establishes  land  oOces  uid  emrdsM 
ownership  overtbe  soil  witUa  their  jurisdictioni  1^  meaai 
of  which  there  ensts  a  cmdnual  drun  of  all  tiie  etrculeU 
ing  medium  from  the  new  States  into  the  public  oofftn 
here.    Is  this  nothing' 

But  the  propontim  embraced  in  his  communlGation  te 
the  General  Assembly,  by  the  late  Governor  of  llHnoi% 
and  which  waa  afterwaras  subiutted  on  ttua  flov,  dain> 
ii^  in  behalf  of  the  new  States,  the  fee  iim|rie  estate  hi 
the  piriiHc  dommn,  has  been  denouneed  and  censured.  Aa 
regards  the  propodtion  Okade  here,  and  the  individual  who 
brought  it  forward,  both  have  been  auffidently  defended 
and  complimented  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  [Mr.  Kiso,]  whose  duty  it  was  to  render 
this  tribute  (^justice.  I  will  onlv  say,  sir,  that,  however 
wise  the  prqjeet,  or  able  the  enort  u  iia  aunport,  here 
it  did  not  reewve  die  least  countenance.  Ana  if  the  ob* 
ject  waa  to  produce  exdtementBniBii|g  pM^le  as  an 
electioneering  atdiane  in  Alabama,  it  fiuled  to  prodoee 
this  dewed  meet. 

But  as  regards  the  censure  upon  the  late  Goreroar 
of  Illinois,  '*  for  having  become  a  whole  hog  landmen- 
ger."  I  think  the  homnable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
ClatI  has  not,  in  this  instance,  observed  his  ususl  oour^ 
te^,  Uberality,  or  magnanimi^,  towards  an  absent  ndrer- 
sary .  Sir,  I  have  the  QovernOT's  cowmuucation  made  totta 
General  Assembly  en  this  subject,  and  I  cannot  but  thinly 
if  the  honorable  Senator  will  read  it  with  attention,  wnd  di> 
vest  himself  of  prejudice,  he  will  agree  with  me  in  opv* 
nion,  that  it  detracts  nothing  fh>m  the  high  cluaaoter  that 
gentleman  occupies  (and  deservedly  ooeupies)  in  puMio 
estimation,  fiv  talent  and  capacity  of  the  fint  order. 

But  gentlemen  say  ire  have  complained,  and  for  this 
we  have  been  eenaored  in  no  nnrnewured  tmaa.  Kr,  is 
it  a  crine,  or  fiv^ntaUe  far  those  who^  while  in  a 
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•tmte  of  minority,  hare  been  orerrekcbed,  to  oomplun  of 
that  impontion,  when  thejr  arrire  »t  full  by  whidi 
•dvMtafc  hM  been  taken  of  their  minority  > 

What,  lir,  wm  tbe  litiiation  of  the  partira  at  the  time  of 
OTloriiy  into  the  conpact^  They  were  in  a  territorial 
Ibrm  oTGorvrmienti  bi  a  state  of'^ramlkgr,  deprived  of 
all  poKtieal  right*  and  |»ivilege»i  ruled  and  gmremed  by 
Ibrcipiemi  their  yorernora,  ucrctarie*,  and  jiidffcs,  sent 
from  other  States.  On  thii  floor  they  had  no  representa- 
tire  or  voice,  and  in  the  other  branch,  in  the  humiliated 
■ituation  of  liariag  a  detente  with  the  power  of  prcKnt- 
inff  petition*  and  memorials,  but  not  entnitted  to  pve  a 
vote  on  any  qiieition  whatever.  The  Governor  of  these  ter- 
ritoriei,  too,  pOMestinjr  as  much  power  over  the  people  as 
a  kiii^  or  monarch  over  hiii  tubjcets.  I  allude  to  that  pre- 
rogative which  gives  the  power  to  prorogue  and  dissolt-e 
territorial  legtiwative  aaaembliet,  which,  strange  as  it  may 
appear,  has  been  caerciaed  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

"VitXit  Ar,  to  be  relieved  from  this  tyrannical  and  op- 
prwtTC  fvm  of  Government,  the  people  were  induced  by 
tiwir  reprcirntatlTCf  in  convention  to  adopt  the  ordinance 
according  to  the  terms  proposed,  by  which  thry  received 
•dnusnon  into  the  ftdcnil  nmily.  But  in  doing  this  they 
have  made  great  sacrifices,  and  given  too  high  a  price  for 
the  boon-  And  gentlemen  would  deprive  them  of  the 
consolation  even  of  complaining.  Suppose  a  minor  im- 
prudently  pledge*  his  valuabfe  patnmonial  estate  to  a 
"  Shylock,"  and  this  mean*  it  is  arrested  out  of  bis  pos- 
session wlwn  he  arrive*  atUaturity  and  fsoovers  the  im- 
position, will  the  hoimable  Senator  say  that  it  would  be 
**  disreputable,"  provided  he  should  eompUin  that  the 
**  pound  of  Aesh"  aSould  be  required  of  him  under  msh 
eircumatancei? 

Thu*  mucli  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  say  as  regards  the 
objections  to  which  I  have  viewed  this  bill  m  being  ob- 
noxious. 

Now,  sir,  *  few  word*  in  favor  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Land*,  and  the  very  able  re- 
port which  accompanied  it.  Sir,  it  constitute*  no  objec- 
tion with  me  that  tbe  committee  have  thought  proper  to 
avail  thenutlvea  of  the  important  services  ofthe  nonorable 
Senator  from  Missouri,  and  that  his  labors  have  entered 
largely  Into  this  production — they  could  not  have  drawn 
upon  a  KHirce  better  qualified  to  render  valuable  aid. 

8h^  I  approve  of  the  bill  proposed  b^  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  because,  in  substance,  it  is  the  project 
brought  forward  some  years  since  by  the  honorable  Senator 
horn  Missouri,  and  for  which  he  has  obtained  deserved 
celebrity  in  all  the  new  States.  Sir,  I  approve  of  it,  be- 
fwuse  I  think  it  recommends  itself  to  our  favor  for  many 
oonsiderations)  It  proportions  the  price  of  the  public  do- 
main to  its  quality,  and  adapts  the  terms  of  purchase  to 
all  clsBsea  of  citiieut  it  enables  the  poor  man  as  well  as 
the  rich  to  become  a  Aeehokler.  And  where  can  man 
find  a  welcome  like  a  permanent  home?  A  aanctiiai^ 
which  he  is  inclined  to  worship,  so  much  as  his  own  domi- 
cile One  which  i*  so  well  calculated  to  make  him  proud 
of  his  species,  and  proud  ofthe  country  in  which  he  lives, 
and  which  will  prompt  him,  upon  all  proper  occauons,  to 
be  read^  to  defend  it  with  his  life> 

But  It  has  been  said,'  and  correctly,  too,  that  in  this 
country  we  luve  too  much  land  for  the  population  of  tlie 
country.  Can  a  better  argument  be  adduced  in  &Tor  of 
reducing  tbe  price,  and  a&pting  the  terms  to  the  condi 
Uon  of  ute  people  to  purclAse^  From  the  official  docu- 
ment wliich  has  been  referred  to,  itappearsthereare  in  the 
new  sitatea  one  hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  thousand  per- 
sons destitoto  of  lands.  I  stibmit  it  to  honorable  gentle- 
men whether  it  would  not  be  con*iste«t  with  sound  prin- 
ciple* of  propriety  and  Justice,  that  a  portion  of  these 
mllion*  of  acres^  which  gentlemen  adviae  tbe  propriety  of 
holdinif  up  tw  three  hundred  year*,  in  order  to  realise  a 
good  price,  riHwld  uet  b*  reduced  and  brqasht.down 


within  the  reach  of  this  class  of  citizens  to  purchase;  and 
whether,  as  patriots,  they  cannnt  demand  it  ki  a  right 
their  Government.  They  are  wiffing  to  give  a  high  price 
for  tiut  which  is  a  drug  on  ymir  Itandi^  to  reebim  the 
wiMemes*  and  fbmt*  by  their  labcM-;  they  are  wilKng  to 
make  that  valuable  which  is  worthleaa,  by  thfh-  tahnr; 
they  are  willing  to  bring  into  active  operation  die  latent 
resource*  of  the  country.  Sir,  to  such  of  the  citizens  of 
this  countn- 1  consider  a  freehold  to  be  his  natural  inherit' 
ance;  to  such,  a  portion  of  the  public  dnmun  should  be 
ab  free  as  the  atmosphere,  or  the  light  of  heaven.  Sir,  it 
is  my  deliberate  and  conscientious  belief  that  it  is  not  only 
the  correct  policy,  but  the  duty  of  die  Govrmment,  to 
make  to  every  individual  who  is  destitute,  and  the  hewl  of 
a  &miiy,  a  donation  of  a  quarter  sect-on  of  land,  on  em- 
dition  that  be  shall  cultivate  sod  improve  it;  and  that  thb 
liberal  policy  would  result  advantageously  alike  to  tbe 
citizens  and  the  Government. 

But  we  have  been  called  upon  to  state  what  we  mean 
b]'  refuse  knda."  I  answer,  that  land  which  ha*  been  ia 
market  for  twenty  or  thirty  year*,  and  ha*  not  found  a 
purchaser;  land*  which  have  been  picked  and  culled  for 
that  lengtli  of  time;  lands  situated  in  swamps  and  marshes, 
embracine  mountains,  cedar  nobs,  pine  woods,  and  pine 
barrens;  lands  which,  without  some  improvement,  are  un- 
fit for  any  agriculturHj  purpose  whatever,  are  tnily  re- 
fuse," not  worth  the  present  mitumum,  and  that  thnr 
price  ought  to  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Prendent,  said  Mr.  I  inll  not  dftun  the  Se- 
nate longer)  the  subject  has  been  abljr  diacusaed  gen- 
tlemen who  have  preceded  me;  but  its  importance,  in  coo- 
iiexion  with  the  interests  of  those  whom  I  represent, 
seems  to  have  demanded  thus  much. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  ftl.  expressed  hta  wish  that  the  deci- 
sion on  the  final  question  would  not  be  urged  until  several 
Senators,  who  were  new  absent,  and  who  were  interested 
in  the  measure,  riiouU  be  present.  - 

Mr.  CLAY  then  rose  in  reply,  and  spoke  briefly  against 
indefinite  postponement,  expressing  a  wish  that,  in  pre- 
ference to  this  mode  of  disposingof  the  subject  the  whole 
of  the  land  subject  riiould  rather  be  postponed  until  tbe 
next  session. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  thought  that  indefinite  postpone- 
ment Was  an  uncourteous  wi^  of  getting  rid  of  the  eubject, 
without  ipvinf  any  deciaian  **  to  the  merit*  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  X<ands. 

Mr.  KANE  aud  it  would  be  wrong  to  take  the  vote  on 
indefinite  postponement  t»4)^ty  as  the  Senate  was  thio- 
He  would  therefore  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  question  v*  taken 
on  laying  the  bill  on  tbe  table,  and  iiegatiml,  as  folh>vs.- 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellia,  Gnm^, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Mtf<7>  Moore,  Bobinsoa, 
Smith,  Tatewcll,  Whito.— 15. 

NAyS.~MeBsrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  CbytoH.  DaHsh 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewitig,  Foot,  Prclinghuyaen,  Hea- 
dricks.  Holmes,  Jolinston,  Knight,  Miller,  Naiidain,  Pu*. 
dexter,  Prentiss,  HoUbins,  Buggies,  Sejmour,  Silsb««. 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Waggamaii,  Webster,  Wilkins. — 3?. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  tadefioite  poatpooeiBeot, 
(he  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

w,  KING  complained  of  (be  want  of  courtesy  in  pres»- 
ing  the  motion  now. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  that  there  coaM  be  no  wsot 
of  courtesy  in  preuiiig  this  question.  It  was  dear,  frt» 
the  late  vote,  that  a  deoded  majority  of  the  Senate  were 
against  Uying  tbe  bill  on  the  table.  As  there  was  a  reso- 
lution from  the  House  to  adjourn  on  Monday  wcrk,  which 
resolution  was  to  be  taken  up  on  I'bunday,  he  thought  it 
right  UuA  tbe  diaciMnon  should  pmcced,  or  the  qucttioe 
be  taken. 

The  qiication  wa*  tiwu  taken  en  the  motion  fbr  indefi- 
nite postponeinent,  atid  decided  In  tbe  negatiti^  ae  fbllDva: 
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YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibh,  Brown,  Ellis,  Grumiy, 
Hill,  Kan«,  Kin^,  Mangiim,  Murcv,  Miller,  Moore,  Robin- 
son, smith,  TmcwcH,  Tipton,  White. — \7. 

NATS. — Mrssrs.  Bcrll,  Clmmbers,  CUy,  Clayton,  Dal- 
la%  D.ckerson,  Dudley,  Ewiiiff,  Foot,  Freling^liiiyBen, 
Hendricka,  Hoimei,  Johmton,  Kn^it,  NnucUurt,  Hoindex- 
ter,  Prviitiai,  Robbinn,  Ruglflt:!,  Seymour,  Silabm;,  Tont- 
liiuon,  WiVKunui,  Webster.  Wilkira.— 35.  " 

The  Siiiwte  then  atyounied. 

MoiTDAr,  Jolt  3. 
THE  TARIFF. 
Mr.  DICKERSON  from  the  Committee  on  Mftno^ 
tares,  reported  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representiitiveii 
tn  addition  to  tlie  act  imposing  duties  on  Tmporta,  with  a 
Tanety  of  amendmenta;  whlcli  were  onlered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  tlie 
Senate  to-dny  to  tnke  up  the  bill. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  tite  bill  to  ippro* 
pmte,  for  a.  limited  time,  the  proceed*  of  the  Mdet  of  the 
public  hndi. 

The  question  pending  beinfir  on  the  amendment  propos- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  strike  out  '<ten," 
and  insert  "  fifteen"  per  cent.,  to  be  appropriirted  to  the 
new  States, 

Mr.  CLAY  explained  the  operation  of  the  amendment. 
Hr.  GUUNDY  said,  if  itUvas  the  intention  of  gentlemen 
to  carry  this  measure  tlirough  at  tlie  preitent  session,  he 
would,  althoi^h  reluctantly,  go  with  (hem.  He  tlioug^it 
jhe  subject  should  be  .coniddiered  at  home,  before  it  was 
submitted  to  Congrass.  It  was  now  fur  the  first  time 
brouglit  here.  He  should  now  vote  againstthe  amend- 
ment, in  the  hope  that  the  proceulings  of  the  Senate  on 
the  subject  would  stop  here,  and  that  it  would  not  be  at- 
tempted to  be  urged  through  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. ,  He  put  a  question  to  the  Committee  on  Fublic 
l^ds,  if  they  intended  to  push  the  question  through. 
He  thiMi^t  that  to'  fpve  the  new  States  fifteen,  or  even 
ten  per  cent,  additional,  without  going  any  further,  woul4 
be  extravagant. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  not  only  wislied  to  get  througli  the 
question  this  session,  but  he  wished  to  get  the  bill  thi-ougb 
tliis  day;  uiid,  us  far  as  he  was  in  poesesnun  of  the  opi- 
nions of  membcre,  be  thought  tins  -mi^it  be  done;  if 
not  to-day,  he  hoped  the  bill  woutd  be  got  throt^'  to- 
morrow, and  that  the  tanlT  would  in  that  case  be  post- 
poned until  this  should  be  decided;  or,  after  the  tariff 
should  be  dispojied  of,  that  this  bill  would  be  tskvn  up 
and  passed.  He  concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  if  this  whole  subject  could  not  be  disposed  of, 
it  ought  not  to  be  decided  i[i  part.  But  he  expressed  his 
deure  to  act  oh  the  subject  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  KINU  said  he  was  himself  opposed  to  the  per  cent- 
mxge  as  it  was  reported.  UewaBinstructednottopressthe 
reduction  of  the  pnoe  of  lands  in  this  bill.  He  referred  to 
the  bardi^iip  which  he  alleged  to  bear  on  the  new  States, 
by  titeircompact  with  the  tieneral  Government,  and  which 
he  said  was  admitted  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CLAY  corrected  the  Senator  from  ALibama  as  to 
tlie  opinions  attributed  to  him.  He  liad  never  admitted 
the  existence  of  liardsliip,  but  merely  of  complaint,  and 
for  that  complaint  he  denied  tliat  there  was  any  good 
foundatiifo.  He  stated  that,  if  the  lands  were  to  be  ceded 
to  the  States,  they  would  still  be  exempted  from  taxatiun, 
as  no  State  bad  ever  taxed  its  own  lands.  He  inqnired  if 
tlie  Government  was  not  justified  in  making  as  much 
as  coukl  be  made  from  the  puhhc  lands,  without  unfair- 
ness to  the  new  Slates.  He  showed  the  superiority  of  the 
priiic.ple  and  mode  of  distribution  adopted  l>y  the  report 
of  the  CiMDiBitiee  on  Hanulaetures.  He  stated  that  all 
ibe  Union  jrasinterestedhttheapplicatioD of  theprocceds 


of  the  iLinds  to  colonization,  internal  improvement,  or 
education;  because  all  that  whs  added  to  the' mind  or  the 
improvement  of  a  State  was  an  addition  to  tlie  aggregate 
intellect  and  wealtli  of  the  whole. 

Hr.  BENTON  said  that  if  this  bill  was  to  be  pushed 
through  at  the  present  session,  the  amendment  directed 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  be  maite  to  the 
tariff  bill  would  be  moved  to  this  bill,  to  tett  the  sense 
.of  the  Senate  as  to  the  reduction  of  tiiis  heavy  tax  on  the 
new  States  of  the  West.  It  should  be  determined  by  a 
direct  vote,  whether  the  new  States,  besides  the  support 
of  the  General  Government,  were  to  be  saddled  witli  the 
aupport  of  all  the  twen^-four  States  and  to  be  the  nicnl 
of  the  rest, 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  very  glad  to  htar  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  was  deterniiiied  to  bring  forward  the 
wbole  subject.  "Come  on  Mtacduff."  He  had  been  desir- 
ous to  have  the  whole  subject  disposed  of;  and  if  there 
was  time  for  this  general  action  during  this  session,  he 
was  anxious  that  it  slioukl  take  place. 

Mr.  POINDEXTBR  made  some  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  Senator  from  Missoirri,  on  the  point  Uiat  the  new 
States  were  the  spoib  and  the  oppreMed  of  the  other 
SUtcs.  'He  stated  that  tIte  sales  of  the  public  lands  on 
Utu  Choctaw  purchase  in  Mississippi  would  be  opened, 
next  f»\\,  and  if  he,  in  an  ill  humor  because  he  could  not 
get  all  he  wanted,  should  vote  for  pmtponing  this  subject 
to  anotlier  year,  his  constituents  would  lusc  the  benefit  «f 
the  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  lands  tljen  to  he  offered  for 
sale.  He  cuuld  nut  place  himself  in  tliat  position  before 
his  constituents. 

Hr>  GUUNUT  adrerted  to  the  impossibility  of  getting 
through  this  question  in  the  two  weeksi  or  one  weeki 
which  Congress  may  havetpsit.  He  wished  to  get  through 
the  unfinished  business  which  ought  to  be  acted  upon, 
if  this  bill  WHS  to  be  put  aside,  he  would  aliio  vote  to  post- 
pone tlie  other  bill  frcmi  the  Committeo  on  Public 
Lands,  fbr  tlie  reduction  of  the  priee  of  the  public  lands. 
But  if  this  bill  were  to  be  passed  upon,  the  action  on  the 
other  could  not  be  prevented.  If  gentlemen,  howevctv 
Were  so  eager  to  get  at  a  discussiots'let  them  go  at  itt  but 
he  thouglit  tliat  two  weeks  hence  they  would  regret  that 
they  hud  done  so.  . 

Mr.  KING  asserted  that  althougli  the  dividend  now 
given  to  tlie  new  States  out  of  the  sales  of  public  lands 
|ir<^ssed  to  be  five  per  cvnt.,  it  was  in  fact  but  three  per 
cent.,  as  the  additional  two  percent,  was  to  be  directea  to 
the  making  of  roads  to  and  I  rum  the  lands.  He  stated  that 
lie  would  not  vote  for  this  bill,  even  if  the  dividend  were 
t»  be  raised  to  twenty-five  per  cent  tn  the  new  Stales. 
He  would  not  be  bribed  to  give  his  support  to  this  bdl. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked  if  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama was  brvbed  wlien  he  obtained  4UU,000  acres  fur  his 
&^tate.  He  repelled  the  idea  that  either  be  himself,  or 
other  Senators,  were  to  be  laid  under  the  imputation  of 
being  bribedi  and  stated  that  altliough  public  lands  had 
been  op  sale  in  Mississippi  Ibr  tiiirty  yean,  that  Stale  had 
received  nothing  from  the  General  Gorernment.  He  de- 
tured  to  act  on  iiiis  bill  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  going 
through  witli  this  bill  at  tlie  present  session;  and  replied 
to  the  several  objections  which  had'  been  urged  against 
action  upon  it.  He  contended  tliat,  in  looking  so  intently 
at  the  Kduction  of  the  priee  of  the  public  lands,  there 
was  danger  of  loosing  tlieadvaiitugeapronusedby  tliis  bill, 
while,  alter  all,  tliere  was  no  certainty  tluit  the  price 
would  be  reduced. 

Mr.  BENTON  insisted  on  the  probability  of  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  Isiids, 
should  this  bill  fail. 

Mr.  JOHNS  TON  replied  that  the  principle  of  reduc- 
tion was  not  at  all  at  war  with  the  principle  of  distribution 
of  the  proceeds. 
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Tbe  quet^oo  wi«  then  takeD  on  the  ameftdoKnt,  >nd 
decided  u  followa: 

TEAS. — Hewn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Uendriclu, 
Bjuie,  Moore,  Poindextcr,  Robinaon,  RugKle%  Tipton. 
—10. 

NAYS. — HeKH.  Bel).  Brown,  Ouunben,  CUjr,  Clay- 
ton, Dallu,  Dickenon,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewinp,  Foot,  Pre- 
lingbuyien,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Holmes,  Jt^nston, 
Kinir,  Knigfit,  Msnpim,  Ikrcy,  Miller,  Naudsin,  Prentiss, 
Bobbins,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Spra^e,  Tazewell, 
Tomlinson,  Troop,  Tyler.  Wamioan,  White,  WilUns. 
-36. 

Mr.  HATNE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  which  pro. 
vide  for  tbe  ilistributionof  the  proceeds  among  the  States. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  the  principle  of 
distributing'  the  revenue  among  the  States.  He  innsted 
that  the  proceeds  of  tbe  puUic  l»tdsdid  constitute  «  part 
itf  the  revenue.  Tbe  dause  whioh  he  moved  to  strike 
out,  cut  off  a  part  of  the  pubKc  revenue*  taking  it  ftooi 
tbe  treasury  to  divide  it  among  tite  State*.  He  made  an 
abjection  to  the  <Ustribution  also,  because  it  was  a  division 
of  the  gross,  instead  of  the  nett  revenue,  and  so  far  as 
the  difference  between  the  gross  and  nett  proceeds,  it  was 
a  diviwon  of  the  duties  derived  from  imports.  He  admit- 
ted Um  perfect  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  was  oppoeed  to  donations  of  money  to  tbe 
States  and  deured  to  have  some  general  and  equitable 
system  adopted  for  the  dispovtion  of  the  public  knds- 
Be  asked  lot  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion{  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  sud  he  rejoiced  that  tbe  question  ttf'  the 
principle  of  distribution  was  now  to  be  tested  in  a  simple 
and  a  solemn  manner.  He  met  the  opinion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  CarohDa,  that  the  division  of  the  prooeeds 
of  tbe  public  tends  would  lead  to  the  practice  of  distri- 
buting* the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  among  the  States,  by  an 
<^poeite  ottCi  and  declared  his  own  firm  and  strenuous 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  such  distribution.  He  stated 
that  tbe  revenue  from  the  public  lands  was  distinguidied 
from  all  other  revenue  by  the  language  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  of  tlie  deeds  of  cession,  which  gave  ezclunve 
Mid  unlimited  power  to  Congress  over  the  pubhc  Isiids, 
and  which  was  not  nven  over  any  other  revenue.  This 
view  was  supported  bv  the  opinions  of  borne  of  the,  ablest 
of  our  constitutions!  lawyers;  and  if  it  was  eorreel^  the 
argument,  therefore,  that  the  division  of  this  revenue 
would  lead  to  the  division  of  all  the  surplus  revenue,  he 
did  not  consider  as  sustainable.  He  adverted  to  the  argu. 
nent  that  the  distribution  of  the  ffross  proceeds  would  be 
ft  distribution  in  part  revenue  irom  otiier  sources,  and 
stated  that  the  bdl  authorized  the  divinon  of  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds only.  He  detailed  what  would  be  the  deductions 
made  bpr  the  accounting  officers  under  the  bill,  v^Ti  they 
determined  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  applicable  to 
division.  Tbe  nett  amount  of  charges  on  the  annual  sales 
of  the  public  lands  did  not,  he  believed,  exceed  four  per 
cent  He  hoped  that  the  question  of  distribution  would 
be  settled,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  redound  to  the  hap- 
piness andpronperity  of  every  State,  and|  (^eonsequenec^ 
of  the  whole  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HAYNE  briefly  replied  on  the  subject  trf"  the  dis- 
crimination between  the  revenue  from  the  public  htods 
and  from  other  sources,  and  contended  tliat  if  the  con- 
struction  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  correct, 
there  was  no  limitation  to  the  powers  of  tl>e  General  Go- 
vemmentt  and  they  might  be  exeroaed  under  a  wild  dis- 
cretion, the  extent  of  which  could  not  be  anticipated  or 
controlled.  He«Merted  that  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
surplus  money  in  tiie  treasury,  but  that  care  should  be 
taken  to  regukte  the  taxes  so  as  to  have  no  unnecessary 
amount  in  tJje  treasury.  He  denied  that  he  was  snxious 
to  increase  the  revenue  from  the  public  lauds.  He  was 
mUing  to  place  them  tm  a  fiur  and  equitable  gnnmU 


Ur.  POINDEXTERdtaentcd  A«m  nmiw  of  the  pod- 
tions  taken  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carobna,  who  had 
stated  bia  diapontion  to  befriend  the  new  States  yet  rfr- 
fused  either  to  cede  the  lands  to  the  new  States  or  to 
make  donations  of  lands  to  them. 

The  debate  was  fiuther  continued  by  Messrs.  JOHNS- 
TON, KANE,  HOLMES,  and  ROBINSON^  when  the 
question  was  taken  oh  Mr.  UAZva'a  motion,  apd  decided 
asfbUowi: 

TEAS.— M«s«.  Benton,  Bibb.  Bmwn,  Buckner,  EIBi, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  Kimr.  Manpun,  Marcy,  Mil> 
ler,  Mocffe,  Bobinaoo,  Sn^tfa,  lucwdv  Troup,  Tyler, 

White.— 21- 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chamben^  Chy,  Claj-ton,  I^k- 
erson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Poot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmei^  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindextcr,  Pren- 
tiss, Kobbins,  Rugglea,  Sejrmour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlnuon,  Wsggamui,  Webster,  WUbns. — 36. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  that  the  Senate  now  adjourn.  Ne- 
gatived— }'eas  15,  nays  32. 

Tbe  question  now  being  on  the  proposition  <rf  the 
Comimttee  im  Public  Lands  to  strike  out  all  tbe  sectiom 
which  authorize  the  distribution  among  the  State*,  and 
the  residue  of  the  bill,  die  question  was  then  taken  by 
yeas  and-nayt,  and  demded  as  Mknra: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Beaton,  Kbb,  Brown,  Buckner,  EIH 
Porsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King^  ltoiigu% 
Miller,  Moore,  Robineon,  Smith,  Taaewcll,  Tiptm,  Troop, 
Tyler,  White.— 31. 

NAYS — HeMTS.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay.  Clayton,  Diek- 
erson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Prefingbuysen,  Uendricla^ 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy,  Naudain,  Poindextcr, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Bu^fea^  S^mour,  Sibbce,  Sprs^fue, 
l^mlinson,  Wagganan,  W^Mter,  WiUaDs;— 36. 

Mr.  BENTONthen  moved  to  intmducc  an  additioBel 
section  to  reduee  the  price  of  pubDe  lands  to  one  doBar 
per  acre,  and  of  all  whidi  have  been  dM>ve  Ave  yeara  a 
market  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KANE,  the  question  wasdirided,  and 
was  first  taken  rathe  first  branch  of  tbe  amendment,  and 
n^tived,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Burner, 
ySB^  Onindy,H^ne,  Bendriek^  HiU,  Kane,  Cn^,  Hm- 
gum,  Hoere,  Pomdexter,  Botnnsoo,  Snuih,  Tksewdl, 
Tipton,  Troup,  White — 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Chambers,  CUy.  Clayton,  Dailmh 
iMekerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foo^  Forsyth,  F^1ii^;faiij- 
sen.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kni^t,  Msrcy,  Jlilter,  Naudni, 
Prentiss,  Bobbing  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Spragne, 
Tomlinson,  T}-ler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins. — ^ST. 

The  question  was  then  taken  ra  tbe  second  branch  of 
die  ameiidment,  and  also  negatived,  aslbllowai 

TEAS. — ^Messra.  Bemtm,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Etfia^  For- 
syth. Grundy,  Ha^ne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kng,  Man- 
gum,  Moore,  Pomdexter,  Kobiasoo,  Smith,  TaaewelL 
Tipton,  Troup,  Wlute.— 30. 

NAYS.— Hesirs.  Bell,  Brown,  Chsmbcn,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallas,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot^  FrelhiglMiy- 
•en.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kn^^  Marey,  MiUer,  Naudua, 
Prentiss,  Hobbins,  Huggles,  Seymour,  Bibbee,  Sprague, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wsggmman,  Webster,  Wilkins.— SS. 

Mr.  POINDEXTCR  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
first  section,  by  striking  out  ten,  voA  itwerting  twelve  and 
a  half  per  cent. 

Messrs.  CLAY  and  HOLMES  expressed  their  tnteotisn 
to  vote  fbr  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  to  insert  fourteen  per  cent. 

The  CHAIRpnmoooeedtUainotiontoEieoutorofdv. 

Mr.  HAYNE  appealed  from  the  decisionor  the  Cum. 

This  appeal  led  to  a  discussion,  in  which  the  dedaimaf 
tbe  Chaib  was  supported  by  Messrs.  WEBSTER  and 
CLAY,  and  opposed  by  Mosn.  HAYNE,  MILLEB,  and 
KING. 
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The  queition  w*t  then  taken,  when  there  appeared — 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Chy,  Clayton^  Dick- 
eraon,  Ewinff,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Naudain,  Poind«xter,  Prenfm^  Robbins,  Ru^* 
rles,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith,  Tomlinaon,  Wagganuui, 
Webster,  Wilkins.— 33. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Btickner,  Dal- 
Ian,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Rayne,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  King-,  Manrtim,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Robinson, 
Spra^ie,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Wlute.— 33. 

Tliere  being  a  tie, 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  that  the  Senate  no<rr  a4joarn.  Ne- 
gatived— yeas  18,  nays  29. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poiir&iz- 
TKR,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  foUows; 

YEAS.->-Heasrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buekner,  Ctay,  Clay- 
ton, Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuyaen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  JiAniton,  Kane,  King,  Kni^^  Moore,  Naodain, 
Poindexter,  PrCntisB,  Bobbin,  Rttbimon,  Buggies,  Sila- 
bee, Tipton,  Tomfinson,  Wi^gaman,  Webster. — 2T. 

NAY3.-~Mesira.  Bibb,  Brown,  Chambers,  Dalhu,  Dud- 
ley, Ellis,  Forsyth,  Orundy,  Uayne,  Hill,  Marcy,  Miller. 
Seymour,  Smith,  Spraffue,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White,  WilUna.— 20. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
tMiag  a  filth  section,  granting  to  Hianisippi,  Louisiana, 
and  lussour^  600,000  acrea  each,  for  purposes  specifiedi 
and  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  adding  so  many  acres  to  the  grant  to  Indiana,  Alaba- 
Ota,  and  Illinois,  as  would  make  the  miregate  given  to 
those  States  equal  to  the  grants  now  asked  fttr  me  other 
States. 

The  amendment  to  thi  amendment  was  then  agreed  to; 
and  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  ai  amended, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buekner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter, Prentiss,  Bobbins,  ^binson,  Rugg^es,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Vn^aman,  Web- 
ster—28. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Chamben,  Dallas,  Dudley, 
EDis,  Forcyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Marcy,  Miller, 
Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins — 16. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  which  spe- 
cified the  purposes  to  which  the  proceeds  were  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  Slates,  so  as  to  leave  the  State*  to  cUrect  the 
proceeds  aa  they  pleased. 

The  proposition  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  HAYNE, 
MILLER,  and  FORSYTH,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
CHAMBERS,  U1CKBRS<»T,  WEBSTER,  POINDEX- 
TER, and  CLAT. 

It  was  contended  by  &ic  oppbnents  of  the  amendment 
that  the  striking  out  of  this  limitation  would  destroy  the 
^reat  object  and  entire  value  of  tlie  bill. 

On  the  other  side,  it  was  insisted  that  the  States  would 
have  a  right  to  use  the  money  as  they  pleasedt  and  that, 
if  they  are  disposed  to  direct  it  to  internal  improvements, 
education,  or  colonization,  they  will  do  it  as  well  in  the 
absence  of  all  Kmitationa,  as  when  they  exist. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  for  a  divinon  of  dte  question, 
■o  as  to  take  the  question  6rst  on  striking  oiit  the  words 
*■  of  education  and  internal  improvements;"  and  being 
taken  on  this  branch  of  the  amendment,  it  was  negatived, 
aa  follows: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buekner,  Ellts, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Kill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum, 
Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Robmscm,  Smidi,  Taxewell,  Tyler, 
^hite.— 30. 

NAYS.-'McMTt.  B«D,  Chambers,  Chy,  Clayton,  Dal- 
ha,  DiefceraoD,  Dudley,  Ewiiw,  Foot,  Fftlinghujrsen, 
Hcndrielcih  H^bo^  Joluiiloii»  K^ght,  Naudain,  Pdn. 


dexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Ruffes,  Seymour,  SiUiee, 
Sprague,  Tiptrai,  Tomfinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wil- 
kins.—-StT. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  **  cMonization,"  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  deeded  aa 

follows; 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buekner,  Dal- 
las, Dudley,  Eflis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane, 
King-,  Mangiim,  Harcv,  Miller,  Moore,  Robinson,  Tase- 
w^ir,  Tipton,  Waggaman,  White.— 33. 

NAYS. — Me$9rs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dick- 
erson, Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiaa,  Rob- 
bins,.  Ruggles,  Sevmour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tom* 
linson,  Tyler,  Webster,  Wilkins. — 25. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  tiie  second  section,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "among  the  twenty-four  Statea  of 
the  Union,  acconSng  to  their  federal  pi^lation,**  and 
insert  *'into  as  many  shares  as  there  are  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  and 
divided  in  diat  proportion." 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  negatived — 
yeas  13,  nays  90. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  (seven 
o'clock.)  Negatived — ^yeas  16,  nays  38. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  to  amend  the  b31  by  reducing 
the  price  of  lands  Whtt^  had  been  ten  years  in  die  mar* 
ket  to  one  dollar  aore,  and  to  actti^  settlers  at  fifty 
centsperaere.    Negatived,  as  fellows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For^b, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Rin^  Mangum, 
Marcy,  Moore,  Robinson,  Sndtb,  TaseweU,  Tipton, 
White  19. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Did- 
las,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Niodun,  Bobbins, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silabee,  TomUnson,  Tyler,  Wagga- 
man, Webster,  Wilkiiis. — 34. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  proviso 
that  the  appropriationa  for  the  Cumberland  road  shall 
still  be  made  out  of  the  two  per  cent,  fimdf  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bj  adcGng  a 
section  granting  a  township  of  land  to  the  French  ooltege 
at  St.  u>uis.    Negatived~-yea8  7,  nays  35. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  proviso  tiiat 
nothing  contained  in  this  bill  shall  impair  the  power  of 
Congress  to  grant  donations  of  lands  hereafter,  &c. 

Mr.  CLAY  seconded  the  motion^  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  second 
section,  by  inserting  a  variety  of  expenses  connected  with 
the  public  lands,  to  be  deducted  before  a  divirion  of  the 
proceeds  shall  be  made.  Negatived— ^eas  18,  nays  33. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  wished  to  have  the  bill  and  anend- 
menta  printed,  and  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  and 
print  them. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  the  amendments  were  eauly  un> 
derstoodt  and  he  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  pass  this 
biU  to  its  third  reading  to-night,  and  tiien  go  home  and  get 
tlieir  dinner  or  supper,  sleep  upon  it,  and  come  here  to. 
morrow  prejMrcd  to  go  on  with  the  tariff. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  there  were  incoMTruitie*  m  the 
bill  which  he  wished  to  have  corrected,  and  be  hoped  the 
Senate  would  allow  time  to  correct  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Taxswul,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  naya  35. 

TIte  question  was  tiien  taken  on  coneuning  in  the 
amendments,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  3fi^ 
nays  15. 

On  motimi  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  introdudnf  after  the  word  "ocdooisatioa"  the  worda 
**of  free  peraoos  of  colar." 
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The  qii«stion  waa  then  put  on  the  enf^rosament  and 
third  reHdinfc  of  the  bill,  xwl  decided  as  foUciws: 

YEAS.— Hesars.  Bell,  Chamber^,  Ciay,  Clayton,  Dal- 
las, D-ckeraon,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Ueiulricks,  Holmes, 
Jolinston,  Kni^t,  Nauilain,  Foiiitlexter,  Robbinit,  Hug- 
gleit,  Seymour,  SiUbee,  Toinliiisun,  Watrraman,  Webbter, 
Wilkinfc— 24. 

NATS. — Uenn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Fon^th, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  HiH,  Kane,  Kin;,  Haii^m,  Marcy,  Mil- 
ler, Bubinsun,  Tazewdl,  Tipton,  Tyler,  White. — 18. 

TrinDAT,  Jolt  3. 
HARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  FORSYTH,  by  direciion  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, moved  to  postpone  the  previoiu  orders,  fiir  Uie 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  tlie  improvement  of  cer> 
tain  harbors,  Sec. 

The  motion  was  of^oMcl  by  Nr.  MILLER,  who  desired 
that  the  rentUie  of  tlie  session  sliould  be  devoted  to  the 
tariff*,  and  who  ssked  for  the  yeas  and  miyat  wbicU  were 
Mdered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Cliambers.Clay,  Chiytoii.  Dallas,  Dick- 
ersoii,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fomyth,  Frelingliuyseit, 
Hendricks,  Jonnstcm,  Kni^l,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Pren> 
ties.  Bobbins,  Kubinson,  Rubles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sinith, 
api^ie,  Tomlinson,  Wagyaman,  Webster,  Wilkins. — 27. 

NAY--. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  IVzewel),  Ty- 
ler, Whte.— 13. 

Mr.  FORSYTH,  in  order  to  tert  the  aense  of  the  Senste 
as  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out  tlie 
enacting  words,  and  asked  for  tlie  i  vas  and  naysi  which, 
being  taken,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Mesvn.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hayite,  Hill,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Foiudexter,  Taze- 
well. Tyler,  White— 13. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallas,  Diokerbon,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freiiiig^ 
huysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Julinstoii,  Kane,  Kniglit, 
Hircy,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robiniton,  Rii^^gles, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprugue,  't'omlinson,  Wuggu- 
man,  Webster,  Wilkina.— 3U. 

l*he  Senate  then  proceeded  to  considerthe  amendments 
to  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Oil  the  tirst  amendment,  being  an  appruiJ  nation  for 
a  breakwater  at  Luke  Pontcliariiain,  it  was  itdvuCuUd 
by  Mr.  U  AGGAMAN  and  Mr.  JOHNS  I  ON;  but,  before 
any  question  was  taken,  tbe  hour  of  twelve  liaving  arnv- 
ed,  tlie  bill,  on  motion  uf  Mr.  POlN  DEXl'ER,  waa  laid  on 
the  table. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  pub]  c  laiidii,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  rose,  and  said,  great  ati  his  stil.citiide 
was,  upon  this  and  ail  subji-cta  connected  with  u  disposi- 
tion ol  the  public  lands,  and  deep  as  waa  the  interest  of 
the  State  which  in  part  lie  had  the  honor  to  represent, 
yet,  at  this  atK'anced  period  of  a  long  and  protracted  ws- 
•  sion,  he  woiihl  have  contented  himifelf  with  a  silent  vote 
upon  tbe  bill  under  ctmsiderution,  had  it  not  been  (ur  tlie 
new  principle  it  embraced,  and  the  doctrine  advanced  by 
some  Senators  who  had  preceded  liim  iu  ttiv  diuustiion, 
thatareduction  intbepr.cc  of  the  public  lands  would  be  of 
no  advantnge  to  the  SUtes  in  which  they  are  sittiated. 
And  I,  S  lid  Mr.  H.,  must  acknowledge  my  surprise  at  hear- 
ing this  from  honorable  grntlemeii,  repreBenting  States 
which,  time  after  time,  and  >eur  ufler  year,  Imve  in  the 
moat  solemn  maimer,  through  an  organ  no  less  respecta- 
ble than  their  L.egishiiures,  pressed,  by  memorials  the  most 
importunat^upon  the considemtioiiof  Congress, t)iegre»t  : 


necessity  of  a  liberal  reductifm  in  price,  orof  a  tianifcrof 

lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 

Some  months  ago,  said  Mr.  R.,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  instructing  one  of  its  commilttcs  (ibe 
Committee  on  ManufoCtiires)  to  inquire  into  the  eipcdi- 
ency  of  reditcing  the  price  of  the  pubKchuuls,  and  orceilin^ 
them  toJthescveral  States  within  which  they  are  Ntiuted, 
upon  reasonable  terms.  Against  both  tliese  propusitjoni 
Hn  adverse  proposition  wamude,  and  a  new  projcjCt  subnut- 
ted  for  ourcoiisideratioii}  mid  thut  project  referred tutjic 
Committee  on  Piibhc  Lands,  and  reported  upon  witli  the 
amendments  now  under  conMdcratioii.  To  tJ:is  rcfereiin 
we  have  heard  luud  and  repeated  complaints,  tluit  tiie 
Committee  on  Mknufacturea  were  treated  unkindly;  thit 
tlie  usual  courte^  was  denied  themt  and  that  die  nfi:r- 
encewas  unprecedented  in  the  Senate.  Now,  air,it(lua 
not  so  appear  to  me.  Had  the  Committee  on  Maiiul»- 
tures  contented  themselves  with  a  report  (adverse  u  it 
was)  upon  that  which  was  referred  to  tllem,  and  liad  tbdr 
report  then  been,  previous  to  any  action  of  the  Seintc,  re- 
ferred to  a  co-oidiiiute  committee,  their  comphuiits  wouid 
hiive  had  some  foundation  in  reason.  But  when  tbt; 
themselves  first  travelled  out  of  tlinr  juHsdictian,  lut 
brought  forward  a  measure,  not  within  the  ticupe  of  tbe 
reference,  but  legitimately  within  the  ctignizance  uf  tbe 
Committee  on  Public  Laiios,  the  first  wrung  step,  harinr 
been  taken  by  tliemselves,  was  very  properly  correcttd 
by  the  Senate,  in  the  reference  to  tlie  second  cdnitDiiict, 
where  of  right  the  subject-belonged,  t  hope,  tlicrctWc, 
iliHt  the  majority  who  made  this  rcterence,  will  &tar.d  k- 
quitted  of  any  charge  of  iinkindiiess  or  W:k  of  cuuriiij' 
toward  that  highly  reapectuble  committee  which  favgrtd 
us  with  a  report,  manifestiiiganabilityaiid  zeal  wuittivof 
a  better  cause. 

I'he  Committee  on  Hanufacturea  submitted  twoprtfo- 
sitiuns;  firsts  an  appropriation  to  each  of  llie  sctenncr 
S biles,  to  wit,  Ohiu,  Indiana,  lllmuis,  Missouri,  Alutmui, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiunn,  of  ten  per  cent,  on  toe  mtt 
proceeds  uf  the  sales  of  thai  purt  of  the  public  land  vliidi 
lies  within  it,  for  objects  of  internal  impruvcmcnt  ai.lui 
their  respective  hniits.  Second,  that  tlie  residue  beduid- 
ed  among  tne  twenty-four  States  according  to  tlieirUib 
ral  reprc!>eiitative  pupulation,  to  be  upplKd  tu  editcitjM, 
internal  improvement,  or  coloiLzation,  ur  tu  the  reduclM 
uf  any  exiating  debt  ciiiilractcd  furinieriial  improtemcut^ 
as  each  St;ite,  judging  tur  itoell,  shall  deem  must  cwiliiiv- 
able  With  ita  uwn  Intel  eat  and  puhcy. 

Tlie-Coiimiiltee  on'  Fubhc  Lands  concurred  in  tbe  jia- 
tice  and  pul  cy  of  the  first  pntpuB.tiun,  but  in  an  cxtci^ 
degree,  and  pnipobtdthat  tillcen  iuiiti;ad  often  pLrccsi- 
be  given  tu  each  of  the  seven  new  States.  But  to  the 
becoiid  prupusitjon,  making  a  general  diittnbuUuii  ut  W 
residue  ainung  all  tlie  btateb,  lliL-y  wholly  ttikscntett,  sixl 
recomnieiidetl,  in  iw  stead,  a  reduction  m  tlic  pr.teolwl 
laixU  which  have  bcenoflered  aiul  not  sukl  at  puUliCuki 
to  the  sum  of  one  dollar  peracre;  and  of  rchuc  l«iaU> 
Kiich  as  have  been  subject  tu  entry  fur  live  ycais  or  jtwici 
to.  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [H.'.  Cui>] 
a  few.  days  ago,  when  this  subject  was  uiiuer  dij>cuu-<J"< 
dwelt  at  some  length  oR-tiie  claim  wh.ch  had  becji  m;1  up 
by  some  on  behall  of  tlie  States  tu  Uieir  uwncnthjfj  ui  tiK 
pubhc  lands  within  their  liiuits.    As  that  subjt.i:Uiii>^ 
befure  us,  I  wuuld  not  puraue  him  in  the.  digrcsaiuHi 
not  the  Senator  been  pkaM-dtunuuce,  witli  suinede^txcol 
ridicule,  the  message  of  a  formu-  Governor  of  itliiawi 
tiiiiiing  an  elahoi'ate  argument  in  tavor  uf  this  claini.  fiv 
1  would  havelisicncd  with  gi-eat  pleasure  to  the  itomimM 
Senator,  if  be  liad  undertaken  to  refute,  by  uppoungt^ 
nieiit  tu  argument,  the  reasons  wliicli  had  ocen  i^<')<^°  i 
with  so  much  ahdity  by  the  distmguwlied  author  i4  ti^t  I 
mesMge.  instead  of  Ueuuuncing  ui  brwul  tt^ms  the  duciiius 
as  ridiciUoui.  and  the  authw  as  plitying  tbe  dem^VK"'' 
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If  the  G«vernor*t  object  wM  to  phy  the  rlemBpMi;ue, 
(whicl>,  by  the  bye,  t  vruillydeiiy,)  I  would  advise  hnn,m>m 
this  heiiccrforwu>],  to  griiund  his  arms,  acknowledge  bim> 
seir  a  mere  tyro,  and  that  he  has  not  even  learned  the 
born-bo»k  of  the  art  What!  Set  up  as  a  demagogue  on 
■o  small  a  acalet  in  a  State  with  a  population  of  mereljr  a 
hundred  and  rixty  thousand.  Why  not  elevate  fats  aspira* 
tunut  ofl^r  a  sop  to  the  whole  twenty-four  Statesi  make 
a  bid  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  cash  the  first 
year,  and  the  same  amount  annually  for  four  consecutive 
yearst  with  a  pretty  strung  inuendo,  that  if  things  work 
well,  the  amiuity  shall  be  made  peipetual,  at  tcrattas  long 
as  there  are  public  lands  for  sdef  If  the  ex-Govemor  had 
taken  tlus  ground,  then  would  the  game  have  been  vorUi 
playing  out. 

The  present  is  an  inauspicious  time  to  divert  so  lai^ 
a  sum  as  arises  from  tlie  sales  of  lands  from  flowing  in  its 
ordinary  citannet  into  the  treasury  as  a  fruitful  source  of 
revenue.  No  man  can  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see,  and  none 
shouM  be  so  indifferent  as  not  to  use  every  means  to  quiet 
the  a^tated  state  of  the  country,  hbuHng  as  she  ia  with 
tiiroesso  convnliBve  as  totltreaten  a  disaolution  of  the  U  nton: 
ansing  frum  thir  great  and  exerting  subject  upon  which, 
to  morrow,  we  shidl  be  called  to  act,  and  upon  which, 
during  this  long  session  of  seven  months,  every  day  U«a 
brought  memorial  aftrr  memorial,  from  individuals,  from 
coiivcntiona,  and  from  States,  until  your  table  can  bear  no 
more.  And  what  is  the  cumplaim.'  That  by  your  tariff 
laws  you  draw  niiiu  too  largev  And  by  a  meaaure  too  un- 
equal, from  the  hard  hand  of  industry.  Do  not  uiidcr- 
sUtid  me  as  saying  all  these  complainta  on  this  subject  are 
wholly  true,  or  tlutt  the  system  complained  of  should  be 
broken  downt  but  it  wouM  take  a  very  sceptic,  indeed,  to 
doubt  the  sincerity  with  which  these  complaints  are  made. 

Then,  let  me  ask,  is  it  prudent,  is  it  wise,  under  the 
circumstances  stated,  to  legiahite  from  the  treasury  the 
annual  sum  of  nearly  four  millions  of  dollan^  a  sum  equal 
to  one-third  the  amount  neceasary  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government^  and  that  too  in  a  manner  so  bunied,  as 
baa  been  indicated  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate;  and  in  a 
manner  wholly  different  from  the  memorials  of  the  new 
States,  who  feel  moat  solicitude  on  the  subject  of  the  pub- 
lic binds;  and,  permit  me  toadd,  in  a  manner,  which  1  fear 
will  operate  as  an  eternal  bar  to  the  grantiiig  of  their 
prayer^  which  have  been  constant  and  unvaried,  fur  'a 
reduetim  in  price,  and  a  transfer  of  the  lands  to  die 
Sutes  in  whicli  the)'  lie^ 

Sat  we  are  told  that  this  new  plan,  this  grand  distribu- 
tive system,  is  the  very  beat  thing  that  could  be  done  fur 
the  new  Slates.  Sir,  "I  fear  the  Grreks,  even  when  they 
offer  presents."  I  can  view  no  >man  in  the  light  of  a 
friend,  or  as^  capable  of  givirg  friendly  advice  to  the  new 
States,  who 'denies  them  the  tuimble  boon  for  which  tliey 
have  twen  duly  supplicants  for  the  last  thirty  years.  A 
reduction  in  price,  especially  oftberefliselands,  withapre- 
f.  reiice  to  actual  settlers,  has  been  their  incessant  prayer. 
Aiid  what  are  tbcy  now  told?  That  they  have  alr^y 
gotten  loo  much.  Ttiat  they  are  spoiled  band  ngs,  prat- 
tlntg  fools,  and  strangers  to  thev  own  interests,  lliey 
ask  of  you  bread,  aiid  j  ou  give  them  a  stone. 

Tliat  part  of  the  bill  giving  ten  percent,  is  confieasedfy 
liglit  in  prindple,  and  goes  upon  the  ground  diat  the 
General  Government,  bemgabu^  land  propnctor,  is  in 
Justice  bound  to  oontribiite  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country  ir.  which  the  li^nds  are  situate,  w  every  improve- 
mei'it  there  made  adds  to  the  value  and  demand  of  tlie 
unsold  lands.  I  was  one  of  tlie  Committee  on  Public 
Ljtnds  who  thought  the  ten  per  cent,  too  small  for  this 
purpose,  and  so  did  I  think  as  to  the  &fleen  per  cent,  pro- 
poaed  to  be  sidietitutetlt  but,  as  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mitle*  thoi^t  Dtbenrise,  I  acquiesced  in  the  sum  of 
fifkeetw  being  the  lugttett  amount  to  whtch  a  majority 
moU  agvea-  Aad  Idld  hope,  as  both  the  ccmimittees^ 
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which  have  iiad  this  subject  under  consideration,  reccw^ 
nised  the  principle  upon  which  the  sppropriation  is  to  he 
made,  that,  when  the  Senate  should  be  advised  of  the 
&et,ttiat  nineteen-twentietbs  of  the  land^  in  a  hige  pm^ 
tion  of  these  States,  are  still  held  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment, they  Tould  have  most  readily  assented'  to 
the  amendment)  and  stiH  more  did  I  hope  that  to  this 
sum  of  fifteen  per  cent,  there  could  be  no  serious  op- 
po«troti,  when  it  aras  recollected  that,  by  a  compact,  the 
new  States  cannot  tax  the  unsold  lands,  nor  even  the  lands 
sold,  until  five  ycara  after  the  date  of  sale.  And  let  it 
not  be  forgotten  Uiat  this  compact  was  the  price  you  made 
them  pny  Soc  admission  Into  the  Dnion,  entered  into  in 
the  days  of  tlielr  ninoifty,  when  groaning  under  the 
galling  shackles  of  territorial  government.  And  at  the 
very  time  they  fondly  thought  that  they  were  rising  to 
the  proud  and  elevated  stadon  of  independent  Statea, 
on  equal  terms  with  the  original  memhcra  the  Unicm, 
they  were  despoiled  of  one  of  the  principal  attributes  of 
sovereignty — the  rigfit  of  Uxation.  My  objections  to  die 
distributive  principle,  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
HanufiKturcs,  are  many;  a  lew  of  which  I  wiH  take  the 
liberty  to  state. 

Its  operation  will  be  unequal  between  theslave  and non- 
slaveholding  States.  There  is  no  reason  why  oite  of  the 
former,  as  a  distributee,  should  receive  as  much  for  five 
slaves,'  as  one  of  the  latter  for  three  frrement  nor  is  any 
answer  to  be  had  from  that  part  of  the  constitution  which 
fixes  the  ratio  of  direct  taxes  and  of  representation,  be- 
cause this  is  neither.  Again:  it  will  operate  unjusdy  be- 
tween the  old  Btttefi  and  the  new  States.  For  example, 
Illinois  is  increasing  in  population  at  the  rate  of  eighteen 
and  a  half  per  cent,  per  animm,  while,  in  some  of  me  old 
States,  (Delaware  for  one,)  the  Increase  is  less  than  one- 
third  of  that  rate,  and  yet  the  division  is  to  be  made 
undera  census  taken  two  years  ago. 

It  ia  cerUinly  a  serious  objectitm  to  this  or  ai^  other 
system  which  makes  the  States  so  dependent  ondie  Gene- 
ral Government  By  this  Irill  diere  is  scarcely  a  State 
whose  dividend  will  not  be  equal  to  ita  ordinary  cirrrent 
expenditures!  and  it  is  worse  than  idle  to  say  that  the 
money  will  not  be  used  for  any  and  every  expense  inci- 
dent to  State  Governments.  Once  establish  this  ^stem 
nf  pensioning  the  States,  I  care  not  for  bow  limited  a 
period,  and  my  Efo  for  it,  it  becomes  petpctnali  and  so 
soon  as  that  is  the  case,  a  fig  for  your  State  sovereignty. 
Already  are  the  guards  against  consc^dation  too  few  and 
too  weak;  and,  instead  of  adopting  a  policy  calculated  to 
diminish  and  weaken  them,  they  ahould  be  increased  and 
strengthened. 

Another  objection  is  this:  if  the  General  Government 
is  to  furnish  the  means  for  colonization  and  internal  im- 
provement, (and  to  do  so  when  expedient  and  convenient 
1  am  entirely  willing,)  eidier  of  these  great  objects  can 
be  more  eflkctually  as  well  as  more  benefldally  accom- 
plished without  than  with  the  agency  of  the  States. 
Take  colonization,  and  bow  would  it  operate  if  left  todia 
States  as  contemplated  by  this  bill?  Already  have  we 
been  told  by  Senators  from  more  than  cme  State,  that  the 
whole  scheme  is  viuonary  and  unconstitutional.  Now,  is ' 
it  presumable  that  the  States  holding  these  doctrines 
wnukl  apply  one  dollar  of  their  dividend  to  promote  the 
object?  Certainly  they  would  not,  tliey  coidd  not,  and  the 
consequerce  would  be,  an  utter  fttlure,  or  a  Tery  partial 
complHUKe.  States  thinking  and  acting  differenUy  would 
have  thrown  upon  them  the  whole  burden  of  eolomaing  all 
the  free  people  of  color  in  every  State  in  the  Union.  Nor  is 
that  all ;  th.s  description  of  population  ia  vpry  unequal!^ 
distributed  over  tlie  several  Siatesi  some  of'^ the  smaller 
States^  bodi  as  to  territory  and  popuUtion,  have  a  vary 
large  number  of  free  bkebb  wlnfa  odier  and  larger  Slates 
have  a  much  leas  number. 

Tsfce  internal  inprovement^  and  the  qieiation  under 
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the  bill  will  be  not  only  unequal,  but  maiiy  of  the  ex- 
penditure! would  actually  be  nest  to  iweltrW.  In  many 
insiancea,  Statei  leait  in  need  of  expenditure  for  intennu 
impniTententi  would  get  the  moat  money,  wlulc  the  States 
in  want  of  most  aaaiaunce  for  theae  objects,  would  be 
put  off  with  a  mere  p'ttaiice.  For  examf^e.  New  York 
ami  Miiwitri  are  nearly  equal  in  point  of  territor)'i  the 
former  in  a  WigU  state  <>f  improvement,  both  a*  to  roads 
and  caniiU,  and  deiisrly  popubitedt  ttte  latter  the  very 
reverse:  yet  New  York  would  receive  nearly  lialf  a 
Bullion  of  doUars,  and  H'MOUti  not  quite  twe'nty-ei^it 
diounnd. 

The  money  mifflit,  and  in  many  caaes  would,  be  in- 
jud.cioualy  applied.  To  illustrate  my  idea,  Uke  the  three 
States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  and  wy  each 
would  undertake  witJi  their  respective  dividends  the  cun- 
Btruction  of  a  nilruad  from  east  to  west,  acroas  each 
Statei  and  that  Iiwliana  would  make  hen  to  terminate  on 
her  veatern  boundary  on  the  Big  Wabash,  at  Vinccnnca. 
Illinoia  would  miike  hers  to  commence  at  her  eaatern 
boundary  at  Mount  Carmel,  un  the  sarfte  Hver,  buttweiity. 
iive  miles  south  of  Vincennes,  and  terminate  it  at  Alton, 
her  westLTn  boundary  on  the  Mississippi;  snd  Missouri 
would  commence  hen  at  St.  Louis,  htrr  evsttrrn  buuntlun' 
on  the  same  river,  but  twenly-five  miles  Houlh  of  Alton. 
There  would  then  be  a  road  some  six  or  eigiit  hun<)n'd 
miles  in  length,  nuule  at  the  espenae  of  riie  Federal  Go- 
vernmeitt,  but  so  disjointed  from  the  whim  or  peculiar 
and  local  interest  of  eHch  State,  as  to  take  from  it  halt' its 
utility.  While,  on  the  otlier  liand,  if  made  by  the  Ceiie- 
riil  Government  it  would  be  a  direct  and  connected  whole, 
of  ^enend  utility  to  the  whole  nation,  and  wortliy  its  bt^i 
design  and  cost. 

With  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  I  will  read  a  short 
passage  on  this  subject  from  the  lastuumberof  the  Anteri- 
eaii  <luRrtcrIy  Review,  upon  which  i  have  juit  hud  my 
luiida. 

"  We  doubt  the  justice  of  dividing  a  fund  disposable 
fur  internal  improyenients,  according  to  pupitUtioii  A 
national  fund  i^ouhl  be  expended  wliereitikniObtaantt  d, 
aiid  where  it  would  be  most  extensively  uteful.  The 
most  populous  iitate  might  not  reauire  the  largest  ex- 
penditure fur  roads  ami  canalsi  and  the  least  pojHiluua 
mig.il  stand  in  tlte  greatest  need  of  aasistBiice.  A  sum 
expended  in  one  dtute  in  nuking  a  road,  ia  not  neceasunly 
chargeable  to  ttut  State  as  if  fur  its  excluMve  benefit, 
because  the  udvsnlage  may  be  equal  y  great  to  adjucenl 
States.  An  immense  sum  of  money  wiu  luid  out  in  the 
StattfS  of  Miirylatiil,  Virginiii,  snd  Pcniuylvania,  in  muk- 
ing  a  ruad  ti-oni  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  wh.ch  ia  leu 
beneficial  to  the  two  last  named  StatcH,  than  to  thosf 
lying  on  the  Ohio.  The  correct  prhicipleaeema  to  be, 
not  tliat  expenditures  sliould  be  matte  within  ccrtam  limita, 
but  th«t  the  benefit  should  be  fiurly  distributed.  This 
would  be  best  efiected  by  the  concentrated  action  of  one 
Government." 

The  last  objection  which  I  shall  mention,  and  which 
with  me  is  more  insuperable  than  aU  others  put  togtrtlier, 
is,tliat  thiBd.stributive  sysiem  is  tntro.iuced  as  a  substitute 
for  a  reduction  of  the  pr.ce  of  lands,  which,  atthw  crisis, 
in  consequence  of  the  extinguishment  of  the  pubhc  debt, 
the  people  of  the  new  Ststtrs  have  a  riglit  to  expect  and 
demand,  and  the  aduptiun  of  wliicli  will  operate  with  the 
old  States  as  an  Indncement  not  only  to  kcrp  up  the.  pre- 
sent price,  but,  if  possible,  to  screw  it  still  higher.  Tlic 
reasons  given  by  the  Committee  on  Hubhc  Lttinds  fur  re- 
ducing the  price,  accelerating  the  sales,  and  exliiigiiialiing 
federu  title  within  the  new  Siatca,  reniun  unanawend  by 
those  whudeny  the  policy.  Sonieufwhxb  reasons  are,  be- 
cause nearly  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  the  laiidti  now 
in  niai-ketarc  the  refuse  of  sales  ami  donations,  and  of  little 
•ctiwl  value,  and  only  fit  to  be  given  to  settler*.  And 
bcOMM  thcapcc^^cjOinctiOD  of  ndealtitb  within  their 


liiiiits  is  nccessar}-  to  tlie  independence  of  tlic  ih-w  SlateSf 
the  develo|>ment  of  their  resourcent  to  aubjeci  their 
soil  to  taxation,  cultivation,  ami  settlement,  and  tlte  pro* 
per  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty. 

Highly  as  the  present  land  system  has  been  extollrdfiir 
its  simplicity  ami  luihitary  results,  I  proff  ss  to  be  srcond  to 
none  in  admiration  of  its  excellence.  But  1  «hiilty  deny 
the  correctness  of  the  position  which  lias  been  Msumtd, 
that,  by  a  transfer  to  the  States  of  the  laiMls  witiiin  their 
limits,  this  ststcni  would  be  either  lUsiffgan'sed  ur  de- 
8tR»ed.  it  isihe  mode  (if  makingtheaurvrysofthe  twb- 
lic  lands  upon  which  is  based  the  great  advantages  of  Uiis 
most  admirable  nslera.  The  surveys  are  alreaily  in  a 
goodly  degrer  complt-tedt  and,  where  furllier  surveys  are 
iiecet^sry  to  be  made,  the  system  beietofore  adoptid 
coukl  ami  would  be  pursued  by  the  ^tales.  llie  same 
course  now  pursued  in  selling  and  conveying  would  also 
he  continued  by  tlie  Statesi  because  it  ia  llie  dit-Kprst, 
a  mplest,  and  best  mode  that  could  be  devised,  and  cqtwlly 
as  practicable  by  the  States  as  by  the  Federal  GovernnMriit, 
und  really  more  s«>,  because  of  tlieir  local  position. 

By  K  transfer  of  tlie  lands  to  tlie  Stutts  in  whldi  tbry 
lie,  'a  moat  fretful,  expensive,  snd  perpetual  source  of 
legislation  upon  this  Mthjecl  wouhl  be  endtd  and  furt  vtr 
put  to  rrsi(  complaints  of  the  new  States  huslieft4  tlie 
Federal  Governnieiit  reimbursed  fiir  tlie  Cfut  and  i  xpcii»e 
of  tlie  landsi  and  tlie  country  sooner  settled  mitd  better 
improved. 

It  luM  been  aske<1,  what  belter  condition  would  H*e  nrw 
States  be  in,  as  to  taxation,  if  tlie  laiida  beloi^ed  to  tkra^ 
tlmn  they  now  are?  I  aiiswtr,  that,  by  r(-diictit.n  ofprlcr, 
Hiid  libeiality  to  settlers,  they  would  enable  indiv  dnala  of 
all  circnnistauces  to  become  the  proprietons  and  cotiae- 
qtieiitly  tax  (payers.  Such  wan  the  courw  afew  ]ew«  ago 
adopted  and  ntost  successfully  ptirsued  by  tlie  Stale  of 
Teimessee  in  relation  to  Iter  pubhc  lauds. 

Both  justice  and  policy  require  ttie  adoption  of  sofne 
mensiire  reducing  ana  grailuaiiug  the  price  of  lands— jus- 
t  ce,  because  the  sum  oi  one  dollar  and  tmenty-flve  cents 
per  acr. ,  the  present  minimtim  pnce,  ia  more  ihnit  the  fair 
Tttlue  of  all  that  class  of  lands  which  Iwve  been  in  market 
for  a  length  of  timet  of  which,  aa  before  stated,  tliere  are 
neBrlysliundrtdniill.onsof  acres,  andi  tcry  liiT|;r  put^ 
tion  of  them  liave  been  in  market  as  long  as  in  lav  are 
lliree  lives,  and  a  coniuderable  poition  even  lunger.  Firrt 
ofiere<l  at  publ.c  auction,  then  at  private  nk-,  and  Mill 
upiin  your  hanris — and  not  btcnUM:  lluy  are  i«ot  in  de- 
mand, Init  because  the  pr.ce  is  too  h'gh.  The  chu.ce  snd 
most  valuable  having  been  disposed  uf,  tliere  «nlyr(^n:»n 
the  refuse,  rtjeclett,  ami  leas  valuable — a  lurge  share  of 
which  never  will  sell  at  any  price  other  tban  numiiud,  and 
kome  not  even  at  tint. 

It  is  «  well  known  and  admitted  fiict  that  nearly  all  the 
pnpulstioii  of  the  new  States  are,  ami  from  the  nature  at 
jtluiigs  ever  will  be,  cuUivMtors  of  the  soil.  And  how  floes 
[it  quailrate  with  the  principlea  of  justice,  to  require  of  the 
pr«:sent  put  clitiser  the  same  price  fur  inferior  land,  that 
you  have  charged  fiir  a  superior  quality,  woitli,  in  most 
instances,  from  hfi\  to  a  thousand  per  cent,  more? 

By  keeping  up'thc  present  price  fw  the  reAnK  bnds^ 
the  eiitigrant  ami  new  settler,  Jthe  landless  and  pour,  are 
driven  to  the  haid  choice  of  eiihcr  purduuii^  inArr^er 
Unda  at  the  same  rate  of  their  more  fortunate  neigltbura, 
who  \wti  selected  and  purchased  the  better  portioits  of 
the  cuuntr)',  6r  of  bee  ming  tbi:  tenants  uf  these  migl»> 
bors,  ur  of  tluirig  still  worse,  becoming  squatters  on  ihcse 
very  lands,  of  wh  ch  they  would  vsilliiijfly  Iwvc  bcc«  the 
purcliasers  at  a  fiur  price. 

And  uf  all  situations  connected  with  the.  eultiTStJMi  of 
the  soil,  that  of  tlie  squatter  is  the  must  unfortunate. 
Paasing  over  his  I.abihty  to  be  sued  by  the  GuiertdBrnt 
for  wlM  your  laws  maka  a  trespasi^  but  which,  and  to  lbs 
.emlit  b«  U  ^ofc«  of  our  oftetn  who  ban  w  ctaugv 
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tlt'iB  Kihjfct,  vxK  nmljr  enforoeHf  he  ia  inwcurr,  for  a  sin- 
gle hour,  in  the  quiet  eiyOTment  of  even  thb  humble  am) 
temporary  home.  He  tettJea  upon  the  public  Jand,  opens 
mml  improves  a  small  &rm,  in  Iiopea,  t-re  lunj^,  by  his  in- 
duitrjr  aiMl  economr,  to  enable  hiimcrlF  to  become  the 
owner,  at  your  extortions  price.  But  often,  while  thus 
ei^ged,  the  cupidity  of  the  spvctilator  is  attracteil  by  the 
bnprovements  he  has  matte — ^his  farm  is  entertd  over  his 
head,  and  the  settler  ejected — perhaps  while  his  crop  ia 
yet  upon  the  ground,  and  reaay  for  the  sickle,  or  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  the  paytnent  of  rent  for  die  enjoyment 
of  improvements  made     tlie  sweat  of  his  own  brow. 

The  policy  of  a  reduction  in  piice  ii  titreefold:  to  the 
aettlen  tothe  t>tateaandTerr'.torieain  whidi tbelandsare 
•'.tiiateili  anil  to  tlie  Government. 

Under  a  liberal  system  of  ailministering-  the  public  lands, 
thouaandt  upon  thousands  of  poor  and  meritorious  citi- 
sens,  from  all  putauf  the  Union,  wouMf  from  the  humble 
and  oppressccf  atnte  of  tenants^  become  freeholders,  and, 
With  the  cheering  asaunnob  tluit  their  labor  was  fbr  their 
own  ccHnfot  and  profit  alan«,  would  be  stimtilat«<l  to  new 
exertions  and  a  more  vi^rous  action.  Many,  very  many, 
would  coae  to  be  sqmticrs,  and  become  purchasers,  and, 
flvm  that  transicitt  state,  which  ia  always  attended  with 
Lmb  to  the  huabftndmank  would  become  permanent  and 
fixed  in  their  location,  and  would  draw  around  them  all 
the  ordinary  csmlbrts  of  lifie.  Then  would  your  Govern- 
ment be  r>cli  indeed,  not  by  being  the  owner  of  millitms 
of  acres  of  unproductive  lands,  estimated  by  the  Comm.t- 
tee  on  Manufactures  at  an  amount  lai^r  by  eight'tenths 
than  will  ever  be  realized  from  them,  but  by  havinf^  a  nu- 
meruua,  hardy,  and  patriotic  population.  And  no  longer 
would  we  witness  the  liumiliatnig  specbide  of  our  enter- 
prising wtixena  goinK  by  criiwdi  to  Texai^  because  of.  the 
eaae  with  wbicli  lanus  are  there  cditMued. 

Tliere  is  something' incident  to  the  ownership  of  the 
•oil,  wbicli  inspires  him  who  owns  and  cultivates  it  with  a 
maiil.ness  and  independence  of  acton,  with  pati-iotiani 
and  regard  fur  the  insttutions  of  liis  country;  his  ver> 
countenance  is  raised  to  tiiat  upward  look  for  which  na- 
ture fiirmed  him,  when  he  is  coiiscioua  that  he  has  a  home 
fur  himself^  and  thoae  whose  comfort  and  education  it  i* 
iiolcaahwdu^than  pr  dc  to  advance. 

,  An  opinion  is  entertained  bv  some,  founded  in  great 
error;  it  is  tins:  that  the  benefit  to  be  extended  to  pur- 
chasera  by  a  reduction  of  price  would  be  limited  to  few, 
and  these  few  tinly  in  the  new  States.  It  is  certainly  not 
Beceasary  to  remind  those  who  entenain  that  opinion  thai 
the  duor  is  as  much  open  to  tlie  purchaser  frtim  tlie  old  as 
from  the  new  States.  Since  the  reduction  from  two  ddlara 
per  acre  to  one  and  a  quarter,  there  has  been  an  eximor* 
dinar}'  increase  of  rales,  and  sales  to  aettlers,  not  wiecuhf 
tors,  clearly  d«mon«ratiiig  not  only  the  salutary  enacts  of 
the  law  of  1%21,  but  that  its  benefiu  have  been  embraced 
b]r  a  much  larg«r  number  than  were  in  the  new  States. 

Tlie  amoniit  of  revenue  raised  from  the  sale  of  lands 
when  the  price  was  two  dollars,  fell  short  of  one  million 
per  annumf  since  the  change,  it  Ims  been  regtdarly  increas- 
ing, until  now  it  ii  esti mated  at  three  milltons  and  a  iMlf; 
ftini^  if  the  reduction  propoeed  bjr  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  should  succeed,  there  n  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  amount  in  a  very  shMt  time  would  be  double  its 
present  eatimatc. 

An  objection  is  urged  to  any  reduction  of  price,  because 
it  is  aippoaed  that  it  would  affect  the  price  of  huided  pro- 

Eerty  now  owned  by  individuals  in  the  old  States.  If  there 
e  any  weight  in  the  argument,  the  apiireltended  depre- 
eiarton  would  be  m  inconHdvrablc  to  be  neither  aen- 
oiisly  fislt  nor  complained  of,  and,  if  at  all,  only  by  specu- 
lator*. l%e  same  apprehennons  were  enteruined  and 
urged  against  the  fiiriuer  reduction,  yet  that  law  haa  been 
in  operalioo  iUknii  eleven  years»  and  cxperieikee  prove* 
all  neb  ftan  to  have  ben  tmindlew.  i 


But,  say  some  gentlemen  of  the  old  States,  if  the  price 
of  public  lands  ii  reduced  ni  the  West,  you  take  from  ut 
our  prpiilation.  Thb  doctrine,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  ob> 
tained  a  currency  worthy  a  purer  coin.  And  to  what  does 
it  lead'  To  the  benefit  of  the  poor  7  No.  To  tite  ad- 
vancement and  settlement  of  the  country,  or  sale  of  ib« 
unap)»^priated  lands*  No.  To  the  mc^ase  of  the  reve- 
nue? No.  I'o  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people^ 
eapeciaUy  the  poorer  classes?  No.  But  I  will  tell  you 
what  it  does  do:  it  keeps  the  poor  and  landless  tenanta 
and  vassals  to  the  wealth-swoln  landlordai  it  opens  to  tho 
landjttbber  a  wider  field  of  speculatinni  H  impovcrishe* 
and  retards  the  settlement  of  the  new  Statesi  it  suppresses 
enterprise;  it  {fives  to  the  man,  (it  is  inexcusable,  I  sup- 
pose, to  say  manufacturer,)  who  wants  the  labor  of  hii 
nd^nt  nei^bors  ami  neighbors' children,  the  opportu- 
nity to  secure  it  at  his  own  price  and  his  own  calling. 

1  would  respectfully  ask  gentlemen  who  hold  thn  do^ 
trine,  if,  by  a  legislative  wall,  they  would  ftnce  their  con> 
htituents  within  particular  and  prescribed  limitsi  if  that  be 
tiieir  policy,  1  grant  they  will  in  part  attain  their  object  bjr 
fdlowing  out  the  doctrine,  which  I  believe  first  nwde  iti 
appearancein  acertain oelebratedtreaauryrepfntof  1837* 
has  been  recently  re-echoed  by  the  New  York  Convention, 
and  at  length  has  found  an  advocate  witliin  these  walls. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
by  the  following  rotet 

TEAS.— Meisrf.-^Bell,  Chamiben^  Clay,  Clayton,  DaU 
las,  U.ekerson,.  Dudley,  Ewmg,  Foot,  Prelinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  H<ilnies,  Jtihnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  Robbinit,  Kiifi^es,  Sejmour,  Sihibee, 
Sprairue,  Tirnilinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkina.— 36. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ellis,  Fursyth,  Grun- 
fly,  ILiyne,  Hill,  Kane,  K  ng,  Mangnm,  Marcy,  Wller» 
Kubinson,  Smith,  l*azewell,  1'roup,  T>lcr,  White.— 18. 

So  tlie  bill  was  pasted,  and  ordered  to  be  lent  to  tb« 
other  House  finr  concurrence. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  to  postpone  the  pretrious  or- 
d  rn,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  in  ndd-tMi  to  the  act  !»■ 
jxising  duties  on  imports. 

Tlie  first  amendment,  in  the  second  tetitton,  boii^  to 
ntrodiiee  afVer  the  words  **  Kendal  cMtow^  the  woitb 
"  the  latter  weighing  nut  less  than  dxtcen  ounces  the 
tqiiare  yard,  and  of  all,"  was  then  read. 

Hr.  TAZEWELL  characterized  the  bill  as  ungrunma. 
t  eal  ill  its  cnnstnict.nn,  sikI  beg^^d  that  gentlemen  would 
make  the  bill  better  Eiigl.sb.  He  suggested  a  change  of 
phraseology. 

Hr.  CLAY  admitted  that  the  bill  might  be  more  gram- 
matical, but  not  more  intelligihle.  He  gave  his  view  of 
what  was  intended  by  *<  Kendal  ciitions." 

After  a  few  woida  from  Mr.  TAZEWELL  and  Ifr. 
SMITH,  the  question  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  aa  follows: 

YEAS.— McKtrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dal- 
las,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frchnghuysen, 
Holmea,  Johnston,  Kmght,  Naudun,  Prentiss,  Bobbins^ 
RuKgles,  Seyinoiir,  Sil»ee,  Sprague,  Tomhnson,  Wag- 
gam»n.  Webster,  Wilkina.~34. 

NAYS- — Hesars.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Ellii^ 
Forsyth,  foundy,  Hayne,  Hdl,  Kane,  King,  Mangun,  Mar- 
cy, Miller,  Mixire,  Foindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tas^ 
well,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 22. 

The  next  kmendment,  which  strikes  out  ''twenty- 
five"  and  inserts  ^  thir^,"  rainng  the  duty  *'  on  miti^ 
gtoves,  bindingis  blanket^  boaiery,  and  caipeta  and  car* 
peting,  to  thir^  per  eentum,*'  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  stated  that  the  iocrcan  of  thia  dotr 
woidd  increase  the  burden  impoaed  by  the  Utt  upwara 
of  two  hundred  thousand  doUan. 

■r.  DICKEMSON  flatcd.  in  reply,  thrt  thn  duty  wia 
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Aimwriy  Torty-thrce  percent.)  mad  it  WM  the  opinion  of 
flu  oonmittee  tliat  the  reductioo  ww  too  great  in  the  bill 
M  it  came  frum  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH  sud  the  wttriit  of  thbinercue  of  duty 
would  not  fi^  on  tha  Briiiih  BiuHibcturBr,  but  on  the 
American  nwrebant. 

Mr.  ClAY  widthrtliMaiiinuliBentsinlnduordbylfae 
comnrittee  of  the  Senate  wouU  make  the  bill  much  leas 
burdensome  on  tiie  South  than  it  was  when  it  came  into 
their  hands.  He  eipresaed  hia  desire  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  Uie  Soutlit  at  the  same  time  he  should  be  steady  in  bis 
purpose  to  give  adequate  protection  to  such  articles  as  it 
was  deaiipied  to  protect.  He  stated  that»  ev«i  if  excess 
of  protection  oould  be  granted,  it  would  excite  competi- 
tion, and  coapetition  would  bring  down  the  prices  to 
a  proper  lereL  He  thought  that,  on  the  gentlemen  who 
advocated  a  greater  reduction,  was  the  onus  jm'iandi  of 
riiowing  that  adequate  protection  would, not  be  the  effect 
of  tbur  policy.  All  the  media  of  circulation  in  other 
countries — the  franc,  the  real,  the  dollar,  are  settled,  ex- 
cept the  pound  sterling  in  EnglandiMd  the  ill  effect  of 
tlie  unsettled  value  of  the  pound  steriing  has  been  much 
Mt.  H«  repfied  to  tb*  uguBMBt>  that,  ny  substituting  a 
«ub  fbr  »  credit  sjrstem,  and  thus  dci^ojring  the  ten 
months'  credit,  now  given,  five  per  cent,  wa^  in  effect, 
added  to  the  duties.  The  result  of  the  present  system, 
he  contended,  bad  been,  to  drive  the  American  merchant 
out  of  the  trade,  and  to  throw  it  into  the  hands  <tf  foreign- 
ers. He  believed  that  the  change  would  produce  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  price  of  the  goods  to  the  consumer.  He 
protested*  therefore,  against  the  argument  that  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  credit  ^atem  would  increase  the  duties  five 
per  cent.  As  to  the  present  amendment,  it  only  added 
five  per  cent,  to  the  article*  as  they  came  in  the  bill  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  sud  he  only  wished  to  show  that,  al- 
though a  duty  had  in  tliis  Case  been  imposed  which  was 
deemed  adequate  by  the  other  House,  where  a  majority 
rcpreaented  manufitclurit^  inte^est^  the  Committee  on 
HanuActorea  had  added  five  per  cent,  tothe  duty.  He 
stated  that  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the  pound 
■tetiing  at  #4  44,  and  its  value  at  ^  80,  was  8  5-lUO  per 
cent.  I  and  that,  by  raising  the  value  ^  the  pound  sterling, 
we  do  virtually  add  S  S-lOOper  cent,  to  tlte  rate  of  duties. 
He  contended  that  the  encoun^ment  of  one  branch  of 
industry  waspro  tmtio  the  discouragement  of  all  irther 
bfuebea.  Tiie  protection  of  all  branches  would  be  tan- 
tamount to  learing  aH  freet  There  waa  no  propriety  in 
fixing* maxbnum-of  protection higbertbanSS^ percent 
which  amounted  nearly  to  an  absolute  du^  of  50  per  cent.  < 
because  no  nation  can  aSbrd  to  a  bipier  duty  for  the 
purpose  of  protection. 

Mr.  DALLAS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  in  or- 
der to  take  up  a  message  just  received  from  the  House— 
y«as36. 

BANE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  message, 
which  communicated  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  modify  and 
continue  the  sctto  incorporate  the  Hibtcribers  to  the  Bank 
^  the  United  States,  with  an  amendment  allowing  all  the 
branches  now  existing  in  any  State,  where  there  are  more 
than  two,  to  continue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DALLAS,  the  Senate  concurred  b 
tile  amendment. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  tlien  resumed  theconnderation  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  UlCKERSON  rcphed  to  the  argummts  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  went  into  »  Tiew  of  the  value 
of  the  pound  sterling; 

Mr.  HAYNE  repelled  the  idea  that  they  who  com- 
plained of  the  opprcssiveneas  the  tariff  were  bound  to 
•bow  UhC  the  reductioas  they  deiirod  would  not  aiakc 


protection  to  the  manufacturer  inadequate.  Ae  said  rt 
was  useless  to  attempt  any  resstance  to  the  fixed  and  in- 
exorable majority  in  both  Houses,  but  that  majimty  must 
pursue  its  course  on  its  own  responnbility.  He  denied 
that  the  existing  duties  on  mits,  gloves,  &c.  were  fortf 
percent.  InthestatementfromtiieSecretaryoftbe Trea- 
sury and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  duty  wea  put  at 
thirty-five  per  cent  tend  irith  tiiia  duty  there  was  the 
advantage  of  long  credits,  and  the  estimate  of  the  pound 
sterling  at  $4  44.  It  was  clear,  therefore,  in  his  jodg. 
ment,  that  tiiis  amendment  makes  the  duty  higher  than 
it  waa  before.  The  abolition  of  the  duty  on  coarse  woe), 
of  e^t  cents  per  pound,  waa  an  additional  protection  to 
tiie  manufiutiirer  m  carpets.  It  had  been  aid  Uiat  this 
coarse  wool  did  not  enter  into  tile  niaoufoetureof  carpetsf 
but  he  iMd.  an  invoice  aent  Um  firom  New  York  by  a  mer- 
chant, who  showed  that  he  l»d  sold  his  low  priced  wod 
at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  pound,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
worked  into  American  carpets. 

Mr.  CLAY  rcpliedtotliestatementaof  the  SenatorfrtMS 
South  Carelim^  tliat  ^1  q>eaking  against  the  tariff  was  vain, 
and  that  there  was  an  orgamsed  m^iori^  in  Congress 
bound  to  carrv  the  protective  system.  If  tiicrc  wan  ny 
such  cHganized  majonty,  Mr.  C.  was  not  aequaiuted  with 
its  existcnee.  He  did  not  know  what  amendment  would 
prevul,  and  what  would  not.  .  He  knew  what  ought  to 
prevail,  and  what  he  hoped  would  prevail.  Ue  knew 
what  ought  to  prevail,  if  the  interests,  the  feeUnga  ef  a 
majority,  an  organized  majority  of  the  people  of  tlua 
countiy  could  have  any  influence  here.  Be  did  not  con* 
cur  in  the  views  of  the  Senator  frooi  South  Carolina,  (hat 
a  part  of  the  country  is  stiffering  from  tike  piDteetive 
system.  He  had  a  letter  from  South  Carolina,  fmn  a 
gentieroan  of  unquestionable  veracity,  who  stated  that 
persons  bsd  borrowed  mone^  at  ten  per  cent,  had  invested 
their  capital  in  cotton  manufactures,  and  become  wealthy. 

He  aaverted  to  the  use  of  a  parliamentary  agent  in  the 
other  House,  by  which  amendments  areeut  oft,  and  mem- 
bers are  comtKdIed  to  take  roeaaures  in  an  imperfect  form.. 
In  that  case,  be  aaked  if  another  branch,  where  that  agcait 
is  not  empl^^ed,  might  not  smcnd  these  imperfectMna. 
He  repeated  tiiat,  if  the  gentleman  who  complained  of 
oppresnon  would  sImw  wherein  tiiat  opfweasion  conaut- 
cd,  he  was  willing  to  go  into  an  rxanunation  of  the  f»c% 
and  to  meliorate,  so  ur  aa  it  oould  be  done,  without  pro- 
ducing ruin  to  the  other  great  interests  of  the  couahy. 
He  CMicluded  with  a  declaration  that  the  lull,  «■  nncnd- 
ed,  was  better  for  tiie  North,  better  §at  0k  South,  and 
better  fitr  all  the  country,  than  the  bill  ai  ft  casne  fnm 
the  House. 

I'he  question  was  then  taken  en  tiw  anendant,  and 

decided  as  follows; 

YEAS  Messrs.  Bell,  Chy,  Clayton,  Dallaa,  Dicker- 
son,  Dwilev,  Ewintr,  Foot,  FrelingtHiyaen,  Holmes  John- 
ston, Knight,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbing  Bu^iea,  Sey- 
mour, Sibbee,  Sprague,  Tomlinaon,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster, Wilkins.— 23. 

NAYS.-~MeBU«.  Benton,  ^bb,  Brown,  Buckner.  El- 
lis, Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  UmBmm, 
Harcv,  Miller,  Moore,  PoindtAter,  Robinsoa,  Snnlli,  Tane- 
well,*Troup.  Tj  ler,  WhUo— 23. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  next  amNMlmeu^ 
introducing  after  the  word  "Bruaaels*'  the  words  **W^ 
ton  and  treble  ingrained,"  and  dedded  as  folUiwa: 

YEAS.— Messra.  Bell,  Bnckncr,  Clay.  Ckytoa.  DaOsa, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FreUngfauyaen,  Uobnes^ 
Jfdinston,  Knight,  Natldall^  Prentiss,  BoUmbs,  Rug^eSw 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tomlinaon,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster, Wdkinf.— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb.  Brawn,  Elfis.  Forqrtih, 
Orundr.  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane.  King,  Mangnm,  Uaxcf,  Mil- 
ler, Hdir«,  Pwndexter.  Robinson,  TksewdL 
Troup,  Tyler,  Wbite.-T^. 
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The  qiwation  wms  then  taken  on  the  next  amendsienti 
ineertinr  the  word  ■*  oammoa**  before  the  word  **  tnfpwn- 
ed,**  and  after  the  but  named  word,  the  words  "ami  Ve- 
netian,** ami  striking  out  "Ave,"  bom  to  make  it  read  **at 
forty  oenti  the  square  yardt"  und  a  diTision  of  tiie  quea- 
tion  bemff  demanded  by  Mr.  FORSYTH,  tiie  qneiHon  was 
put  on  the  first  amendment  to  inaert  ■*eoiiiiDon,"  and  de- 
cided in  the  alBrmatire. 

The  quettion  was  tiien  taken  on  the  second  amendment, 
to  insert  *'and  Venetian,"  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
asfbllewa: 

TEAS. — Meairft.  Bell,  Buokner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallaa,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Rwing',  Foot,  Frelin^- 
huysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Rniglit,  Marcy,  NaucUin,  Poin- 
dexter,  Prentis^  Bobbins,  Riiq|^  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Spraffiie,  Tazewell,  TonUnaon,  WagBaawn,  Webster, 
Wilktns.--3a. 

NATS- — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Fornrth, 
Crundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  Singt  Mangum,  Miller, 
Moore,  Hiriiinson,  Smith,  Troup,  l^lor,  Whitft. — 18. 

The  question  bein;  thenon  striking  out  **ftve,*'  was 
decided  asfiillows: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  BuckneP,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Dvllai*,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Foot, 
For^h.  Frelini^tiysen,  Gnmdy,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Kane,  King^,.  Kni^t,  Han^m,  Marcy,  M.ller,  HiK>re, 
Nandain,  Poindextcr,  Prentiaa,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Hitg- 
gles,  Seymour,  SiUbee,  Smith,  Spnif;ue,TazeweU,  Tom- 
linson,  Troup,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  -Webster,  White,  Wil- 
kins.— 45. 

NAT.— Mr.  Bibb. 

The  seventh  amendment  provides  that  the  duty  on  flan- 
nels, bockings,  and  balxes,  shall  not  be  le«  than  fifty  per 
cent,  ad  vahmm.  The  bill  fixes  tlie  du^  On  these  arti- 
cles at  aiateen  cents  the  square  yard. 

Mr.  HATNE  moved  to  amend  th«  aniendment,  by  pro* 
viding  that  the  du^  on  flannels,  he.  shall  not  be  moi^ 
than  fifty  per  cent  ad  valwem.  He  thought  tt  unfitir, 
where  a  specific  duty  waa  provided,  to  provide  also  that 
it  should  in  no  ease  fiill  beluw  an  ad  valorem  duly,  while  in 
some  cases  it  increased  the  duty  above  fifty  per  ceht. 
'  Mr  CLAY  opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  TAZE- 
WKLX.  supported  it  Mr.  SPBAQUE  said  a  few  words 
in  uppoaitiun,  when  the  qiiesdon  was  taken,  and  Mr. 
Hazvs's  amendment  was  carried,  asfidlows; 

YEAS. — Mesars.Bentan,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham- 
bers, Ellia^  Fursyth,  Frelinghu)-sen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill, 
Johnston,  Kane,  Ring,  Mangum,  Milirr,  Moore,  Poindex- 
ter,  Robbins,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.-»34. 

NAYS  —Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  Clayton,  Didlas,  Dicker 
aon,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Holmes,  Rn^ht,  i^mrcy,  Nau- 
dain,  Prentiss,  Bwiiiaon,  Ruggle*,  Seymour,  Silsber, 
Sprague,  Tooilinaun,  Waggaman,  Web8ter,  Wilkins. — 33. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  said  he  hoped  the  antendment  it*eir,'aH 
aOtended  by  Mr.  Hatiu's  motion,  would  be  rejected,  in- 
asmitch  ss  it  efTceted  a  reduction  of  dutiea  on  all  ftannels 
to  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observed  that  it  liad  been  admitted  that 
the  manufikcturen  of  flanncb  were  in  a -most  prosperous 
e«inditioo.  Now,  if  gentlemen  thought  a  protection  of 
fifty  per  cent  was  not  sufficient,  let  them  ^uw  it  by  their 
▼otca. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  he  would  not  give  his  vote  for  a  single 
cent  increaae.  He  thought  tlie  duties  ougbt  to  be  cut 
down  to  the  lowest  possible  revenue  that  was  necessary. 
He  alluded  to  the  opiiiioiugiven  by  Mr.  Humphreys,  when 
called  on  fin-  bis  advice  by  Mr.  Monroe,  during  the  last 
mr.  Mr.  H.  had  stated,  as  rogHded  the  coraparison  of 
the  pricM  of  labor,  that  it  bad,  and  necessarily  would,  be- 
come cheaper  frum  the  influence  of  mHcltmery;  that  t)te 
American  mKnufacturer  bad  none  of  the  difficulties  to  en- 
cmmlar  that  were  imposed  «n  the  BrWsh  manu&cturer  by 
die  bMCfDOiw  tHM  of  that  eouDtfy  wbkh  he  VM  liable  to 


pay  out  of  hid  earnings;  that  articles  in  thisconntry  of  Con- 
sequence 0M|^t  to  be  manufiictiired  cheaper.  Over  and 
above  this  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  reve- 
nue system  of  the  United  Hutes  was  another  source  ofpro- 
fit  to  the  manu&eturer,  bythe  means  it  afTurded  from  the 
protecting  duties. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  we  had  entered  Into  the  mamifitctur- 
ini;  system  without  tiie  least  knowledge  in  the  world  of 
what  it  -wast  and  wliat  was  ciiai^ed  as  protection,  was 
merely  a  charge  to  support  our  ignorance.  The  act  of 
18^  took  place,  and  a  high  duty  was  imposed  on  wool. 
Of  all  the  plana  devised  by  man,  that  to  put  a  duty  en. tiie 
rough, material  waa  the  worst.  Ofve  us,  die  manuf^^ 
rer  might  say,  the  raw  material  as  cheap  aa  in  England, 
and  we  will  ask  for  no  other  protertion.  Could  we  enter 
into  competition  with  the  British  manufacturer,  whentbe 
raw  material  was  here  kept  so  much  dearer^  At  the 
enacting  of  those  acts,  he  thou^it  the  manufacturers  had 
taken  up  a  view  of  the  qttestioii  detrimental  to  their  ow> 
interest.  He  [Mr.  8.]  waaaequuined  with  the  opinlom 
at  Mr.  Humphreys,  ami  they  were  iuoh  as  represented. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  thou^t  the  question  waa  important, 
(twas,  whether  they  would  put  an  end  to  the  manulkctui^ 
ing  of  flannels  or  not. '  If  the  amendment  should  prevail, 
the  whole  flannel  manufiuilures  iii  the  North  would  be 
broken  down.  He  had  hoped  the  amendment  fl«m  the 
Comnuttee  on  ManufiMtures  would  have  prevailed.  There 
could  be  no  protection  on  the  srtide  at  less  than  fifty  per 
cent. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  hoped  the  amendment,  as  it  now 
stood,  would  be  agreed  to.  By  the  statement  of  the  Be- 
cret«y  of  the  Treami  y,  the  existing  duty  amounted  to  fiiff> 
ty-eight  per  cent. ,  and  the  amendment  went  two  per  ceiiL 
higher.  Limit  it  Aom  coming  below  fifty  per  cent,  ad  vn- 
lorem,  as  recommended  by  tlie  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures^ and  it  waa  taxing  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rich,  and  it  was  an  article  wnidi  the  poor  must  bare  at 
any  price. 

Hp.  WEBSTERdenied  the  correctnees  of  the  statement 
that  the  existing  duty  was  no  more  than  fi)rty.eigbt  per 
cent.  In  onler  to  ascirtain  this,  it  was  iieoessary  to  cal- 
culate whether  the  proposed  specific  duty  of  sixteen  cents 
a  yard  would  exceed  that  rate.  The  nwnu&cturcrs  had 
an  availiible  duty  of  twenty-two  and  a  halfcents  per  ^rd{ 
to  destroy  this,  was  to  break  down  the  trade  altt^etlier, 
and  such  would  be  the  effect  of  tlie  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  it  was  a  qtiestiun  with  him  whether 
tlielr  legislation  was  not  influenced  by  certain  lobby  mem- 
bers, [ulluduig  to  one  or  two  gentlemen  «'ho  occupied 
seats  behind  the  bar  of  the  Senate.]  When  any  proposed 
reduction  wu  offered,  there  was  a  party  always  reaily  to 
eiy  out**it  will  be  the  nun  of  the  oountn,"  **we  will  be 
itiined!**  The  ^xuHurists  were  not  uiua  represented 
by  agents — tliey  reft^ned  from  thus  influencing  our  legia* 
lution.  In  the  progress  of  tliis measure,  it  could  be  shqwa 
that  many  items  had  been  introduced,  ^that,  otherwise, 
would  h4ve  found  no  place  in  the  bill,  by  the  special  in- 
fluence of  tiie  manu&cturers,  and  thoae  who  actedaa their 
agents  witliin  those  walls.  They  already  had  nxteen  cents 
per  yard  of  direct  duty  in  tlic  bill)  if  they  did  not  like  dib 
specific  duty,  let  them  strike  it  out,  and  say  wIhA  amount 
tliey  want  In  aoroe  instnncc%  he  [Mr.  U.]  was  prepared 
to  prove  that,  atttxteen  cents,  they  would  have  one  huii- 
tlred  per  cent  The  object  uf  his  amendment  was  to  put 
a  limit  on  tliis,  that  none  sliall  exceed  fifty  per  cent.,  tiiat 
some  benefit  should  be  given  to  tlie  poor,  ainl  not  deprive 
them  uf  an  art  de  to  tlKm,  and  to  all  in  this  ohm^e,  in- 
dispensable. Tlie  amendment  would  not  operate  but 
where  the  duty  wotikl  exceed  fifty  per  eent.    Mr.  H. 

alluded  to  the  determination  of  mantifiioturers,  and 
the  agents  d  manufiicturers  on  that  floor,  to  counteract 
every  measure  for  their  self-interest  that  tended  to  the 
publiorefief. 
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Mr.  WEBSTI^K  roae,  Knd  uked  if  the  Seiwtor  from 
South  C»rol.iia  ulludeci  to  him  iu»  the  igviit  of  Miy  ibuhh 
facturcn.  | 

llr.  HATNK  replied,  by  no  means,  lii  denouncing  the 
coiuluct  of  Uioae  i^fents  he  hkd  not  conndered  the  iieiift- 
tor  from  UwMichuiMfttii  u  ttiei^iit  of  tiiiy  body  ut'nuuiii-' 
fMCtuTclv.  But  when  thun  CMlled  on,  before  God  Mid  anil, 
lutwotdddo  his  dutyt  uid  if  wiy  4rthcr  person  than  «» 
agent  of  ttie  nuLiiufitcturers  told  him  that  fifty  per  cent, 
was  not  an  udeqiute  pruteetio.!,  he  would  not  hesitate  to 
•ay  Uwt  tiMt  person  must  be  deceived  in  his  view  of  tlie 
subject.  He  would  move  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  wool, 
if  uiaitu&ciurers  woukl  consent  tu  come  down  m  the  duty 
on  Uie  m.inutKc:ured  srt.cle:  he  would  give  tliem  the  mw 
matehtil  cheaper,  if  gentlemen  would  prupwe  to  briii^ 
down  other  duties  ui  proportion,  he  would  Kutthe  duty  un 
wool  at  ten  or  fifteen  pvr  cent,  at  the  utmusL 

Mr.  WEBS'l'ER  sa-d  there  was  a  time  when  their  fcl- 
lowHatizeiis  euuld  not  come  wiUiin  tJie  walls  of  Congrens, 
Without  iMVing  reflections  made  on  their  cltamctcm.  Hap- 
pily, those  days  had  gune  by.  He  had  thought  tliat  tiic 
Senator  from  South  (Jaroliiia  would  have  been  the  last  to 
renew  tlie  system.  It  was  averred  by  him  that  many 
CUactoieiits  UI  the  bill  would  not  have  been  passed  had  il 
nutheeufortheinfluenceoflubb^memberB.  He  [Mr.  W.] 
would  undcmand  the  alhiKim,  tor  it  was  made  to  be  un- 
dentuod.  It  was  true  he  miwt  tiavc  been  aeen  speaking 
to  a  geiiUcnitn  at  his  back  without  the  bart  but  than  tliat 
geiititfiiian,  imj  one  bore  a  higher  or  more  honorable 
Cliai'acieri  his  reputation  was  higli  and  uiisulhedt  h«  bad 
ccune  bert:  at  hu  ).Mr.  W.'a]  reques ,  to  g.ve  Uim  inrurma- 
tiun  un  Hunie  subjects  with  wuicli  lie  was  more  famiLar.  And 
yet,  lur  Uus,  a  wflectuin  bad  been  thrown  out  that  woulu 
•tr  Jec  many  as  uncalled  for,  and  might  be  des.gnated  b\ 
language  wh.cb  he  would  refrain  I'ruiii  using.  Itut  were 
not  the  ntiicns  uf  ttiis  country  tu  pay  attention  to  tlicir 
iiiteresta,  whenever  measures  were  abuut  tu  be  leg.sLiied 
on  Ltf  vital  impurtwice  to  their  several  interckt*.'  it  was  a 
mimcle  Uiat  uiore  of  tlicm  were  not  to  be  seen  in  attenil- 
ancet  and  sure  lie  was,t.uit  if  Uieylwl  feared tliat  some  of 
the  pruposttions  recommended  by  the  gviKlemau  from  tlnuth 
Candiua  had  iKen  likely  to  be  adopted,  not  iiidtv.duala, 
but  crowds,  from  the  Nurth,  would  liave  come  here  m 
pruceaauuitu  protest  against  tlie  destruction  of  their  nghtui 
nui  tu  iiitimidaie,  buttu  look  after  tlieir  geiiend  interests. 
He  would  a»k  il  a  Philadelphia  bbttHuniith,  or  tlie  maiiu- 
fiicturera  ot  iron,  whether  of  old  scraps  ur  new,  when  in 
attendance  here,  were  to  be  denounced  as  *'  lubby  ntcni- 
bcrs."  But  even  tlie  gi-nileman  who  had  drawn  up  tlie 
bladomiUia*  memt  rial  au  often  recttrred  to,  InkI  given  bis 
opinion  in  a  linubr  case.  "Lobby  members,"  said  he; 
let  me  see  the  man  who  will  tell  the  citizens  ut  tlie  United 
Sla  es,  wlien  they  proceed  tu  look  alter  tJie  vital  and  im- 
portant public  intKrests  of  th^uuiiiry,  that  they  are  lubiiy 
Dicmbci's.  AiKlUnspcrkonwasHr.  tiallatin.  Hewuuldtcil 
Uie  huiiurablc  gentleman  that  when  hia  [Mr.  W.'s]  liieiids 
catnehcre,  the^  were  nut  to  be  sneered  at  and  denounced 
ai  using  an  improper  influence. 

Mr.  U A YIv  U  Mud  the  gentleman  from  MasHchuaetU  had 
detenniiied  tu  undentand  hia  wtmb  in  bis  own  way.  He 
mi^t  reply  to  tltu  ^ntleman,  eapitfiUe  factt." 

But  injuat^e  had  been  done  him  if  it  were  tliougtit  lliat 
he  was  a^fainst  the  right  of  evei-y  citizen  to  wateli  over 
his  intert-atst  but  he  had,  for  some  time,  witnessed,  as  wo 
must  uthera,  sucli  palpable  breaclHsa  of  all  courtesy,  by  a 

ferson  leaning  over  tlic  bar,  speaking,  not  to  one  person, 
ut  to  sevenl,  and  uitcrfermg  iu  the  busneis  pending, 
fitim  tliCL  moment  his  motion  was  made,  that,  it  it  icere 
again  to  be  repeated,  he  [Mr.  H.]  would  feel  Ithnaelf 
bound  to  move  his  expuUiun  from  the  priviU  ged  setts. 
He  hiul  no  objection  U>  tlie  remarks  of  Ur.  Gallatin  being 
quotuttt  but  a  qualification  bail  been  made  by  Mr.  O., 
which  bad  been  omitted,  and  that  wasb  the  person  was 


not  attend.ng  his  "  private  intereat."  Mr.  B.  alluded  to 
tlie  ai^rsiona  that  had  been  thrown  out  from  the  geatk- 
man  on  tlie  other  side,  in  which  Mr.  Sarcbet,  t^Phitadd* 
phia,  had  been  denounced,  and  defended  him  as  an  up- 
right and  honorable  man.  He  believed  that  no  man,  friMB 
the  system  of  dcHiinciatien  that  had  been  pursued  againrt 
every  one  who  had  advocated  free  trade,  «a  bein^  under 
British  pay  and  influence,  would  hereafter  bave  nerve 
suificieitt  to  put  his  character  and  standing  to  auch  a  trisL 

Mr.  CLAT  said  he  would  speak  his  mind  widnut  far 
of  recrimination.  He  and  every  other  member  had  a  r^ht 
Lo  all  the  information  they  could  acquire;  aod  this  riglit  he 
would  ever  exercise- •  II  be  was  not  far  mistaken,  a  iraall 
■nan,  with  red  hair,  might,  for  some  time  past,  have  beca 
seen  flitting  about  between  tlie  House  of  Ueprescnutives 
and  the  I'reaNiry  Uepartmwit,  uniy  hia  cMertMiaa  le  cat 
down  the  protective  system.  Why  was  not  lus  interfdv 
ence  also  denounced?  No,  there  was  no  danger  tbit 
ibiB  person,  and  he  would  name  him — Moica  Myer^  tha 
Jew — wuuld  be  so  held  up.  As  regarded  Mr.  &ircbc^ 
lie  would  let  the  records  ut'  the  country  speak  for  then, 
selves.  He  protested  i^inst  the  geiitkman's  ametrflfflent 
a»  a  total  and  complete  sacrifice  (rf  this  great  maiiu&cture. 

The  qucsbun  was  tlieii  taken  un  i^pireuig  tu  the  amead- 
ment  aa  amcDdct^  when  it  waa  rejected  by  tlie  luUowing 
vutet 

YEAS.— Measra.  Benton,  Bibb.  B»«n,  Blfia,  For^fik, 
Grundy,  H..yiie,  Hill,  Kane,  King.  Mangutt,  Milkr, 
Muore.  Fv,iiidestt:r,  Hubiiisuii,  Snuth,  I'aXewcIl,  I'ykr, 
White.— 19. 

NAVil — Messrs.  Bell.  Biickner,  Chamber^  1  lay,  Cby- 
tout  Dallas.  Uickersun,  UudWj',  Ewing,  Foot.  Frelinf* 
(luysen,  Uulmes,  .  Jolinston.  Kn  ght.  Marcy,  Maudawt 
I'leiitua.  Kubbiiiit  Huggleii^Sejmaur,  Silsbec^  Spragw^ 
romhiiaon.  Webster,  Wilbm.-^6. 

Tlie  ei{^tl)  amendment  prcvkle*,  to  ir.aert  **uieriDO 
shawls,'*  iheetteetuf  witicli  is  tu  make  the  duty  on  menao 
siiaM  U  iilty  per  cent,  instead  of  ten  per  cent,,  aa  provided 
fur  by  the  bili. 

Mr.  HAYM£  siibmiticd  to  the  justice  trf"  the  Senate 
whether  tliey  woulil  put  tUs  exorbitant  duty  w  an  arti- 
cle uf  such  extensive  use.  not  made  in  (he  commit,  ksd 
Uiercfure  not  coming  in  competition  with  doweatic  Maa- 
lacUires. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  and  Mr.  FRELINGHUTSEN  both 
explained  that  tiie  article  was  luaiiuliwtured  in  the  Unittd 
blaies,  tlie  latter  gentlenun  staling  that  there  wasamsna- 
factury  ill  his  imiued.ate  neit^ibt.rhood,  at  wb-ch  50,(JOO 
shawls,  in  imitation  uf  the  merino,  were  made  the  last 
year.  All  tli^y  wanted  waa  adequate  pmtoctioti,  and  tha 
amendneiit  im^iased  no  more. 

Af.er  some  remarks  from  Mean«.  TAZEWEtX.,  DICK- 
ERSON. and  WKBaTER.  the  qiiesbon  wae  taken,  aad 
the  amendment  was  agreed  t<i,  b)  the  tiillowing  vote: 

YEAS.—Hessrs.  Ut.ll,  (;hamber^  Chiy,  Clayiois  Dd- 
laa.  Dickersoii,  Dudley,  Kwiug,  Foot,  Frc-I.Mhiiitscn, 
Holniea.  Jitlin&tun.  Knight,  Naudain.  PrentiSR,  Rl^bin^ 
Kuj^lea,  Seymour,  SJabee, Spnguc.  Tomluiaon,  Wacgt- 
UMim  Webstttr,  Wilkin8.-F34. 

NAYS.-^Mcan.  Bibb,  Brawn.  EIGs^  Fai^tb,  Grwidy, 
Hayne,  Hill,  Kan^  King.  Haiigum,  Marev,  IUBh>,  Moon. 
Poindezlcr,  Kobiusun,  South.  TaseweA,  Tyler,  Wlakk 
—19. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  that  when  the  Senate  adjoom,  it 
atyoum  over  to  tbe  5th  instant,  which  waa  uegattTedittd 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

'    Wbdvissat,  Jvlz  4. 

INTEBNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  die  act  naktng 
appropnationi  fur  the  improveaaent  of  certain  harboi^ 
Itc   The  qucstioii  pcodmy  being  on  iwtitinf  an  ap- 
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bttemal  fnprovementa. 


gropriation  for  tbe  breakmter  at  Lake  PonUhartnuiK* 
J,UOO  tloW 

StMM  difciuHOn  ennied  on  this  question,  in  which  the 
uneiklineiit  wu  wlvoctted  bv  Ur.  WAGtiAMANt  Mr- 
JOHNSTON.  Mr.  CLAY,  *nd  Mr.  POiNDEX  I  liR»  and 
oppoMd  by  Mr.  DUULKY  and  Mr.  FOK-iY  I  H. 

It  WM  iiuiated,  on  tlie  one  liaitd,  that  tliis  project  whs 
not  fur  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  butuf  a  private  coinpHnyt 
aiul  Uiat  there  had  been  no  aunrejr  by  tiowninent  om> 
cera. 

On  the  other  aide,  it  vru  said  that  the  security  of  the 
navigation  depended  on  tlie  pasnge  uf  thw  appropriation  i 
that  the  safety  uf  the  oud  was  iiivotvedt  and  that  no  further 
inforoiation  could  be  obtained  by  any  survey.  , 

The  question  taken  on  the  amendment  was  decided  a« 
ff^om: 

TKAS.--HeMts.  Buckner,  CUy,  Clayton,  Dalki,  Ellis, 
B*-ing,  Foot,  Forayth,  f^«liii^uyse>i,  Uentlricka,  Hulnies, 
Johiuitoii,  Kane,  King,  Kniglit,  Huure,  Naiidatit,  Poiii- 
dester,  Prentin,  KtibbiiM,  Itobinaoa,  Ro^ka,  Sibbue, 
Spragtie,  'I'lptoOf  Tomfinsont  Wi^gunan,  WelMter,  Wd- 
k.n«.— 39. 

NAYH.— Ueiara.  ftrown,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Hil),  Haiigum,  Marcy.  Hdter,  8mith,  'J'aaewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  Wbiie — 14. 

The  next  amendment  wal  vkling  an  appropriation  of 
$3.),000  fur  the  tniproveineiit  of  uie  navigatiun  of  tlie 
Wabasli  river. 

Mr.  BUCKNEU  moved  to  amend  tills  amendment  by 
add  ng  $10,000  for  tlie  improvement  uf  ttie  St.  Francii 
river,  Miwtturii  but,  after,  a  dticuiiwnii,  mod.fied  bis 
Mnendmeiit,  u  tlic  Mi^Bt.oii  of  Mr.  EWING,  by  propua- 
inr  an  appr>>pr.atiuu  uf$SO0  for  the  surveys  and  estimates 
or  the  expcuse  of  improving  said  rivert  and  the  amehtl- 
roeiit  to  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to— yean  36, 
!»>■  16,  theMOeodment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  uf  the  committee,  being  an  appro- 
priatiun  of  ^3,600  for  the  preservatioit  aiitl  protectUMi  ul 
Patrweather  wUud  and  BlacK  Hock  harbor,  waa  tlicn  taken 
up. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  stated  the  great  importance  of  that 
harbor,  the  danger  of  the  destruction  of  tbe  isfaiiid  pur- 
cbaaed  by  the  Uidted  States  fur  tlie  site  of  a  iightliouse 
near  ita  mouth,  and  the  coiMeqnent  injury  tu  tlie  liiirbor, 
which  was  doubtleM  more  eas  ]y  entered,  and  mure  fre- 
quently  resorted  to  by  vessels  engaged  in  the  furcign  and 
coasting  trade,  fur  neciu  ity,  than  any  other  harbor  in  tlie 
western  section  of  Long  lalaml  iHHiiid;Niid  reuwrked  tliat 
the  appropriation  liad  oeeii  recommended  by  tlie  snpenii- 
tendeiit  of  lighthouses  in  Connecticut,  under  wboae  di- 
rection mn  eaumate  of  tlie  expenae  of  the  work  IhmI  been 
made,  which  was  entitled  tu  full  cunfideiice. 

Tne  aint^ndiuent  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOUiiY'i'U  then,,  by  inMruction  of  tbe  Committee 
on  Cummerce,  moved  fnnber  tu  amend  the  bill  by  insert* 
ing-  an  appropriation  of  pl3J,0UU  for  rem  ving  the  ob- 
structions III  Jahies  river,  below  the  city  of  K-chmond. 

Mr.  SMITH-movedtuamend  this  amendment  by  strik- 
ing- out  912U,0W,  and  ioeerting  'f60,(MA);  which  motion 
was  negatived. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  POR-YTH,  TYLER, 
TAZEWELL,  CLAY,  and  SMITH,  the  qiieit.on  was 
taken  on  Mr.  FoaaTTa'a  amendment;  and  it  was  agreed 
tu  by  the  following  vote: 

Y  KAS.  — Measra.  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas, 
Dickeraon,  Ewing,  Foot,  Prel.nghiiyseii,  Hendricks, 
HohncK^  Johnston,  Naudain,  Poindextcr,  Prenlisa,  Htib- 
biiis»  Rui^les,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  bmith,  Tomlinsun, 
Wancaman.  Webster,  Wilkins.— 23. 

NAY»  Messrs.  Brown,  DndKy,  Ktlio,  Pnrayth.  Grun- 
dy, Hayne,  Hill,  K'.ng,  Knight,  Mangum,  Miller,  Hoorc, 
Kiibiiisoii,  bpngoe,  TaxewcU,  Tipton,  Truup,  Tyler, 
Vrttitc.— 19. 


The  amendments  having  been  gone  through  with,  tbe 
bill  was  rrported  to  the  SenMet  when 

Mr.  MfLLER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  a  substitute 
>tppr<>pr'iating  9600.000  (about  the  animint  uf  the  appro- 
priations in  the  bill)  for  internal  improvements,  to  be  ex- 
|>ended  under  the  direction  uf  the  H'ar  Department,  in 
the  several  States,  in  proportion  to  their  population,  and 
on  objecUcksignated  by  the  States. 

Mr.  M.  said  nis  object  in  offering  the  amendment  was 
to  present  an  alternative  or  subiilitute  for  the  bill  leM. 
objectionable.  There  was  no  rule,  no  principle,  in  tbe 
bill)  It  was  an  invasion  of  the  treasury,  withnutany  regard 
to  justice  or  equally.  For  the  firat  time  to-day  we  have 
leariied  that  the  various  branches  of  the  Government  con- 
cur in  the  power  or  expediency  of  carrying  on  appi  opria- 
Uons  fiv  objeCU  of  internal  improvement.  We  twve  jusi 
heai-d  that  the  President  has  agned  the  internal  Improve- 
nientbill,  containing  appropritilioiif  fiwthe  most  limited 
and  local  purposes.  1  hope  we  shall  never  again  be  re- 
ferred to  the  veto  of  the  Maysville  and  Rockville  roads  as 
a  KCurity  agaiiiattha  system.  1'he-8enate  and  House  of 
RepresenUtives,  and  tlie  President,  all  concur  in  this 
power.  I  have  offered  this  amendment  to  furnish  to  my 
coiwlituenUthe  evidence  of  the  disposition  of  the  Govern, 
mcnt  to  administer  its  taxing  and  disbursiii}?  powers  on 
equal  and  just  princ  ples.  Mu  one  will  deny  but  that 
South  Oaruliiia  pa)  s  her  portion  offiinds  into  the  treasuryt 
slie  has  not  received  one  dollar  for  internal  improvement. 
You  levy  your  taxes  thiwigb  the  tariff"  to  protect  domestic 
inamifaciureis  «'»d  expend  tlie  fundii  in  llie  wme  sections, 
tofuniiali  a  reason  fir  new  levies.  If  th'.i  Goveniment 
were  an  absolute  despotism,  a  pure  monarchy,  would  it 
dive  tu  levy  taxes  witlioal  having  some  reganl  to  eqnah^ 
in  tlieir  d.sbursemenU>  Although  the  planting  States 
may  .])ay  much  more  than  their  pintion  of  the  taxes,  the 
aniendinciit  would  operate  to  limit  these  appropriations 
by  uiaking  thusewhu  receive  the  appropriations  puy  some 
uf  th«  bunl  iw.  You  deprive  the  majority  uf  the  motive 
tu  plunder  the  minority,  when  you  subject  the  majority 
Itself  to  a  portion  of  the  burtieu. 

_  Mr.  H.  challenged  any  one  to  say  that  South  CaroKna 
did  not  pay  her  quota  to  the  treasuryt  and  how  is  it  you 
propose  tu  appropriate  six  hundred  thotiKBiid  dollars  of 
tlie  public  funds,  in  addition  to  the  eleven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  ulready,  appropriated,  without  letting  one 
dollar  be  i-etiiriied  to  that  Suie^  Mr.  M.  said  he  did  not 
btand  pledged  to  vote  for  this  amendment,  if  adoptetl  as  a 
substitute,  but  he  preferred  it  to  the  original  b.Il.  It  wiU 
g>ve  tlte  pe«^|e  some  invglit  inio the  pniiciple  upon  which 
tAeur  money  is  drawn  fi-om  i  hem.  How  can  geiitlenen  aup- 
[Mirt  this  system  witliuut  extendingto  evei^  st.-ctioii  a  pui^ 
tion  of  itu  bviiefitb'  Are  we  to  be  distinguislied  only  by 
payiiw  taxen,  wliilc  We  never  receive  any  of  the  disburse* 
nieiitu?  If  yuu  assume,  in  the  name  of  tlie  (»u\-eriiinent,  the 
authurny  to  tax  us,  why  nut,  by  the  same  authority,  refund 
a  portion  as  iiulicateti  by  tbe  amendment?  1  wi^  tliose  I 
represent  to  see  and  know  what  part  and  lot  they  have 
in  this  Government.  Ur.  M.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayib 
ami  tiiey  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  thmight  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  entitled  to  scnuus  cunsideratioii.  He  re- 
gretted that  it  had  been  made  at  so  late  a  period  uf  the 
sesiiiuii  as  to  preclude  that  examination  and  rtflcctiun 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  deserved.  He 
thuuglit,  however,  that  theprinciple  of  diatribution  Aould 
<lepend  as  welt  on  the  extent  and  exigences  of  the  States 
as  oil  federal  numbers.  His  object,  however,  in  risjig, 
was  tu  ez|>re«s  his  extreme  suipnaethat  tlw  President, 
after  putt  iig  his  veto  on  the ' appropriations  for  works  bf 
such  public  utility  as  the  Haysville  and  Ruckvdie  lOads, 
shuuhl  have  sanctioned  the  harbor  bill,  so  called,  in  whwh 
■ppropxiatfoBs  were  mads  to  a  vcjy  large  astouat,  and 
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irtiich  differed  in  principle  not  one  psrticle  from  the  on« 
he  Iwd  rrjected.  tf  the  Hiiysville  and  Hockv.lle  rowlv 
were  IockI  ubjecti^  there  were  hundreds  of  objects  in  ttie 
bill  ju«t  ttpprovedf  iuKiiitely  more  load.  What  had  been 
the  cuuruc  of  the  prevent  admituittratioii.^  Tbey  flnt 
held  appropriation!  fur  certain  objects  of  internal  im- 
provemeut  to  be  uncontititHtionsl,  aiid  Uien  auctioned  ap- 
propriatitms  for  other  objects  dependiiiy  entirely  on  the 
same  principles  with  tlione  held  to  be  unconstitutioiudt 
aitd  the  result  hw  been  to  open  an  entire  new  field  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  Favuriie  objects,  Mr.  C.  ta-d,  had 
been  coinidered  constituttoiial,  while  objects  in  SUtes  not 
■D  much  cbeiisbed  had  be««  held  to  be  kwal.  Mr.  C- 
Gonduded  by  saying  that  he  thouglit  with  tlie  SciiMtv 
from  South  Carolina  that  there  ought  to  be  soom  princi- 
1^  of  (Uktribution  for  internal  improvement  settled  for 
the  future.  He  regretted  that  it  was  too  late  now  in  the 
session  to  mature  any  satisfttctoTy  phuii  but  h«  hoped 
thatat  the  next  itessioii  the  subject  would  be  taken  up,  and 
BMDe  principle  recognised  that  would  do  cqtud  justice  to 
all  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  8MrrH  gave  »htstory  of  the  coaunencenient  and 
prugreHB  of  sppropriations  fur  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors. The  ducirme  held  w;as  this:  The  States  on  the 
Atlantic  had  reliiiquitdied  tu  Uie  Federal  Government 
the  right  of  inipusiiig  tonnage  duties,  tlius  depriving 
themiwrlves  of  all  power  of  improving  tlteir  liarbors 
and  livers.  It  was  the  bounden  duty,  therefore,  of  the 
General  Guvcmment  to  do  tliat  which  tlie  States  could 
Ml  du  of  tlwmMlvei,  because  tlxty  Imd  given  up  tbe  funds 
friMU  which  they  could  make  such  impruveDients.  The 
Rntleotan  from  Kentucky  was  mistaken  in  one  point. 
The  bill  just  ngiied  by  tlie  Prewdent  was  a  bill  fur  internal 
Impravements,  and  not  the  harbor  b-U  which  was  then 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HAYNfl  ruse,  not  for  tbe  purpose  of  entering  into 
any  ailment  on  tlie  question  before  the  Senate*  but  to 
say  tluu,  althougli  be  should  vote  for  tlus  amendment  of 
his  ooUeague  as  au  alternative  preferable  to  tlte  bill,  he 
was  utlcriy  oppoeed  to  tlie  whvie  sdieme,  and  should  ul- 
timately vote  agmiiut  the  bill.  Ue  viewed  tlieaoicndineut 
merely  as  an  alternative  to  the  bill,  and,  of  the  two,  he 
thought  it  preferable,  but  the  system  ilself  was  a  geitend 
scramble,  and  ttiere  was  no  knuwnigwhere  it  wouhl  endi 
it  was  wild  and  extravagant,  and  the  sooner  it  was  abaii. 
dtmed  tlie  better.  The  bill  ^ned  by  tlic  President  ap- 
propriated one  millkHi  one  hundred  thousand  ddlars,  and 
thia  bill  appropriated  about  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
more. 

Mr.  MANGUU  said  he  was  unwilling  to  countenance  a 
proposition  of  the  nature  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Soutli  Carobna,  m  any  slupe,  and  sliuuld  be  compcUed  to 
vote  against  it.  Ue  was  opposed  to  any  duAnbutiOti 
among  Uie  States  of  any  kind  according  u>  federal  num- 
bers, necauae  h«  bd.eved,  as  <Ud  Uie  gentleman  on  Uie 
opposite  aide,  that  those  Suite*  who  received  tlie  least 
would  pay  the  most. 

Mr.  HILJL.EH  aaid  he  ."egretted  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Nortli  Carolina  liaU  come  to  Uie  delermina- 
tiun  to  vote  against  this  ameiidmentt  he  could  vote  for 
the  amendment  witliuut  afterwards  voting  for  the  bill. 
Ill  refuwiig  to  vote  for  tliia,  as  a  kubstitute,  tlie  lioiiorable 
Senator  wotikl,  in  effect,  vote  fur  the  uri|ptial  bilL  The 
question  now,  which  he  w^s  called  on  tu  dec.de,  was 
wliether  he  preferred  the  bill  before  tlie  Senate,  or  Uic 
Bttbstittite  now  off'eretl.  Although  he  might  refuse  to 
vote  fur  the  substduteasa  iubstanuve  bill,  Ue  inustchuoife 
now  between  thia  and  the  bill.  Would  he  rather  tlie  bill 
slimild  pass  in  its  present  forai,  or  that  it  should  asaume 
tbe  form  of  Uiia  aubstitutcf 

Tluwe  who  are  opposed  to  the  entire  prinriple  in  the 
bill,  have  the  moat  perfect  right  so  tu  amend  it  as  to  im- 


prove it.  This  is  not  an  amendment  to  ilefest  tbe  bill, 
but  to  improve  it.  If  it  were  an  amendment  calculated 
to  defeat  it,  still  I  ahouhl  expect  those  opposed  to  it  to 
vote  for  it.'  One  thing '  only  can  be  deciiled  at  a  ume. 
The  question  now  is,  which  is  the  matt  oneaeeplianablc, 
the  Bubititute  or  the  original  bOl?  It  is  not  wheiber  tbe 
substitute  ought  to  pass,  but  whether  it  is  nut  better  thaa 
tlie  oripnal  propoaitiun.  The  refusal  to  vtrte  for  tUa 
Mibstituie  necessarily  aufajeots  those  who  do  so  to  the  in- 
ference tliat  ihey  prefer  the  bill  to  the  substitute. 

Mr.  MANtiUM  wid  he  did  not  brlieVe  there  waaa^ 
diD'erence  in  priiuaple  between  iheamettdment  aitd  the  biU. 
Although  he  knew  be  could,  acowding  to  the  parliaaent' 
aty  practice,  vole  for  the  ammdmenC  wd  finally  ag«"* 
the  bill*  yet  he  waa  unwilfiug  that  Ida  vute  ibould  meet 
tlie  public  eye  as  sanctioning  any  thing  like  tiie  scheme, 
either  in  tbe  bill  or  tlie  amendment. 

Thequestion  waa  then  taken,  aud  Mr.  Miixaa'a amend- 
ment was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Mrasrs.  Dickerson,  Grundy,  Uayne,  King, 
Miller,  Moore,  Poindexter,  Rugglcs.— S. 

MAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Biickner,  Clay,  Cbyton,  Dal- 
las^ Dudley,  Ellia,  Bwing,  Ftoot,  FDn)'tli,  Prelmghuyacn. 
Hendnclts,  Hill,  Holmes; .  Johnston,  Knigtit,  Marcy,  Nau- 
daiii,  Prentiss,  Kobbina,  Kubiiison,  SiMiee,  Smith,  SpngwC^ 
Taxewell,  Tiptun,  Tomlmsoo,  TVler,  WaggamaiH  Web- 
»ter.  White,  Wilkina.-^. 

Mr.  FOKSYTU,  with  a  view  to  test  the  sense  of  tbe 
Senate,  whether  it  u  their  pleasure  to  sanctioM  all  objects 
whicli  have  nut  been  survqpedi-inQved  to  strike  out  tbe 
appn^riation  of  twenty-five  thousand  flolbra  for  de«pe» 
iiig  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  at  the  month  «f  Coaiiecti> 
cut  river. 

Hr.  FOOT  made  some  remarks  in  Citfcr  of  ttie  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  opposed  the  motion,  and  slated  ihst 
tbe  liarbur  tiad  been  survey  ed  by  a  civil  engineer  of  great 
reapcctahility,  skill,  and  exper.ence,  heretc»for«  m  the 
public  service;  whose  report,  delailmgtbe  naiure  and  ex- 
pense of  the  pn^MMed  improvement,  luul  been  befwc  tbe 
Oomnuttee  titi  CtMnmerce,  and  was  on  tlie  table. '  Re  ex- 
plained ttie  importance  of  the  proponed  work,  and  the 
benefits  expected  to  result  from  it  to  the  navigabon  tm- 
plujed  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  and  part-cubily 
lo  tJie  large  amount  of  shipping  owned  in  the  aevcnd  po- 
pulous towns  sitinted  dn  the  Connecticut  rivcri  ud  j» 
sisted  that  the  infomnition  eontwned  in  the  pnpem  bcfers 
the  .Senate,  in  relation  to  the  necessity  and  utdity  of  tbe 
appropriation,  waa  entirely  aadsfadory. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  sense  of  the  Senate  had  alrcai^ 
been  tested  on  the  clause  in  tbe  former  bill  for  the  Cum- 
berland river,  and  we  had  seen  that  tlie  President  bad  ap- 
proved tltat  bill.  It  was  not  likely,  therefore,  that  be 
would  duapprove  thia.  Ue  did  not  olyect  to  the  appro- 
val of  that  btll»  but  to  the  want  of  aome  fixed  and  atcady 
principle  which  Would  Satisfy  the  country  and  Ctn^Rsa. 

I'bc  motion  of  Mr.  Foasm  was  negativedt  and  tbe 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 

The  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

TEAS  Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Cky,  Cbyton,  Dallsi, 

Eiwing,  Foot,  Frelinghuyseii,  Ucndriclu,  Hulniea,  Joha- 
aton,  Kn'^rt,  Naiulaiii,  Prenttaa,  Hobbiua,  Kobmaun.  Ka^ 
gles,  Sikbce,  Smitli,  Spra|>ue,  Tipton,  Tondinaon*  W^^ 
gaman,  Webster,  Wi]kina.~3S. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Brawn,  Dudley,  EIIis»  Forqrth,  G«- 
<ly,  Uayiie,  Udl,  King,  Mangum.  Marcy,  MUler*  Mmvck 
Puindexter,  'I'azcwelT,  'I'yler,  White.— 16. 

Tlie  amendment  made  by  the  House  of  ReprcaeatatiTct 
to  the  bill  to  extend  Uie  time  of  issuing  Virgiinm  lead  if» 
rantib  Waa  ooneimmt  in. 

The  Scqata  tlien  a^ievud. 
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Tacmaii4T,  JtriT  5. 
THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKRRSON,  the  Berate  rrsnniMl 
the  coiisidfrKtinn  of  the  bill  tVfim  the  IIihim  of  Rrprcseic 
tatirtfs,  in  aIttrrut!on  of  ttie  Kvrral  acts  impotinf  rlntitrg  uii 
ini|)<irt9,  t»(;*:-ihi-r  witli  tiie  umemlmentt  reported  thereto 
by  Uitr  Cominitlt-e  on  ManufitcturtB. 

A  grtat  initnber  of  Hmcixlnieiits  were  acted  on,  in  thr 
courst;  (if  the  ilay.  The  lottowing'  comprise  tl)e  most  im- 
pomint,  and  those  on  which  any  {liscussiiim  took  pUci.': 

The  arnendmeiit  to  strike  nut  five  ami  insert  tWL-nty-five, 
inet-vaaiiifp  tlie  duty  on  silver  or  plated  vire  from  five  to 
tweiity>fire  per  ceiit.,  was  tarried  by  the  following  vote: 

TEA9. — Mensrs.  Bell.  Chambers.  ClHy,  Clnyton,  ^WlI;lfl, 
llickenwin.  Itutlley,  Ewiiig,  Fi>ot,  Frclinghuysen,  Hen- 
riricks,  Jolinstiin,  Knight,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Rii^glfs.  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Wagga- 
tniin, — 32. 

NAY8. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gmn- 
dy.  Hnyne,  Hill,  Kunc,  King*,  ^langum,  Marcv,  Miller, 
Moore,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smim,  Tazewefl,  I'roup, 
T>-ler,  White,  Wdkins.— 31. 

'I'lie  amendment  to  strike  out  ten  per  cent,  and  insert 
tivcnty-fir*  per  cent,  as  tlic  duty  on  common  tinned  and 
japaiijied  saddler^  of  all  descriptions,  was,  after  a  discus- 
siun,  rejected — jeas  21,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ctsyton,  Dal- 
las, D.ckerson,  Dudley,  Ewipig,  Foot,*  Frcl.nglitiyaen, 
Holmes,  Jolinston,  Knight,  Nauda'.n,  HrentrHs,  Hi>bbins, 
fceymour,  Silsbee,  Tomnnson,  Wajfjfuman,  Wdfcins.— 21. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  B.Wi,  Brown,  Biickntsr,  Ellis, 
Toi-syth,  Grundy,  Hiiyne,  ,Hen<lrick3,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
Slangitm,  Marcy,  M.llcr,  Moore,  Poindexter,  Hobi(i*tn, 
Smith,  Sprigue,  Tazewull,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White. 
—25. 

The  amendment  in  the  l04ih  line  provided  that  all  articles 
maniitiwtiired  of  iron  shall  not  pay  a  less  amount  of  duly 
ihiin  is  ini|>oae<l  on  tha  raw  mater 'al.  The  amendment 
amended  Uie  proviso  in  the  104Ui  line,  so  as  to  read, 
"  I  rovidecl  that  articles  mamifactured  of  iron  slull  not  be 
impoited  at  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  w,nild  b.ive  been 
chargeable  on  the  matcrisl  consiittitiiijf  their  eliief  value, 
if  imported  in  an  unmanQfjctnrc<l  stale." 

Mr.  HAYNR  opposetl  this  proviso,  as  one  of  the  most 
objectloiiabk  features  in  the  bill,  and  as  calculated  to  de- 
ceive. It  proposed  to  impose  a  duly  of  ihirty-tive  per 
cent,  on  certain  articles,  and  then  contained  a  proviso  by 
which  tlie  niMjority  of  them  wnuld  bear  a  duty  of  from  one 
hundred  and  fifiy  to  two  hundred  per  cent.  If  gentle- 
nif  n,  aaid  he,  intend  to  lay  a  duty  of  one  linitdred  and  fifty 
percent.,  say  so-  hut  do  not  lay  u  duty  of  thirty-seven  and 
a  liiUf,  as  proposed  by  the  committee,  and  tlien  insert  a 
prcK-iso  niwng  the  duties  on  a  majority  of  tlie  articles  to 
tvr»  hundred  per  cent.  Many  of  the  articles  afftcteU  by 
th  s  proviso  would,  he  was  asiured,  be  taxed  under  it  as 
lii^h  ai  four  hundred  per  cent. 

Mr.  DICKER^ON  observed  that,  as  there  was  so  strong 
»n  objection  to  tlie  amendment  tinder  consideration,  be 
was  willing,  for  one,  to  waive'the  amendment. 
After  some  remarks  frnm  Mr.  IIAYNE, 
Mr.  EWING  sud  hedd  not  understand  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  as  witlHltawing  tlie  proviso  in  tlie  bill, 
but  only  as  waiving  the  amendment  (o  the  proviso. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  this  then,  was  "  keeping  the  word 
of  promise  to  the  ear,  and  breaking  it  to  uur  hope.**  It 
■was  the  proviso  itself  tliat  whs  objectionable;  tlie  bare 
flim«iidment  was  not  of  much  consequence. 

The  amendment  was  then,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
cbaii-maii  of  the  Committee  on  Mannftctures,  rtjecteil. 

Ilie  amendment,  that  all  manufactures  of  iron  partly 
6iiiiihv<l  ahall  pay  the  same  rates  of  dutf  as  if  entirely  An* 
a«h«di  all  Tcsseli  of  cut  ircm.  sndaUciiBtingsof  iron,  with 
Vab  VIU— 7J 


handles,  rings,  hoops,  or  other  add.tion  of  wroiiglit  iron, 
shall  pay  the  ssme  rates  of  duty  as  if  made  entiiely  of  cut 
iron,  after  a  discuss'on,  was  agreed  to,  as  follow^: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Belt,  Buckner,  Chamber^  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Didlas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Kwiug,  Foot,  Freling^ 
hnysen,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  Kniglit,  Marey,  NatidMl^ 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Rnggles,  Seymour,  Silifliee^  Spmgue, 
ToniKiison,  W»ggaman,  Wilkiiis.— 25. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,'Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hsyne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangnm,  Miller,  Moorc^ 
Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White.— 20. 

To  the  amendment  changingthe  duty  on  sail  duck  from 
fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valfirem  to  eiglit  cents  the  sqiiare  yard, 

Mr.  SILSBEG  moved  an  amendment,  to  add,  except 
ravens  duck,  which  shall  be  three  cents  per  square  yatOi 
This  being  rejected, 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  five  cents,  and  Mr.  HOLMES 
Bubiequently  four  centst  which  were  also  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of  the 
comniittuet  whiph  waacarrietl  by  the  following  vote: 
,  YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Cliambers,  Clay,  Cl^- 
tmi,  Dallas,  D'.ckersOn,  Dutlley,  Ewing,  Fielinghuysei^ 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knigbt,  NautUin,  Poindexter, 
llubbins,  Robinson,.  Rii^es,  Seymour,  Tumlinson,  Wa|^ 
gaman.  W.lkins. — 33. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Foot, 
Forsyth,  Qrundy,  Hayne,  Hentlricks,  King,  Uangnm, 
Marcy,  Miller,  ftlofffe,  Silabee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tlp« 
ton,  Tyler,  White.— 3S, 

Tlie  next  amendment  increased  tiie  duty  on  cotton  bag'' 
ging  from  three  and  a  lialf  cents  the  square  yard  to  four 
cents. 

Mr.  CLAY  made  some  remarks  in  iavor  of  the  amend* 

ment{  and 

Mr.  BIBB  opposed  it.  Although  the  article  wastnanu- 
fitctured  in  the  State  he  represented,  yet  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  tax  the  great  bmly  of  Iiis  eoiistitueiits  for  the  be- 
nefit of  a  ftrw  lurge  capitalists,  if  he  could,  connstcntly 
with  a  sense  of  justice,  vote  for  the  amendment,  it  a*ciiU 
much  gmtify  his  own  private  feelings  to  do  so,  as  one  of 
his  near  and  dear  relatives  was  laigely  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  tlie  article. 
Mr.  POINDEXTER  also  opposed  the  amendment 
Mr.  HAYNE  stated  that  the  rate  of  duly,  as  fixed  by  the 
Hoi(se,amountcd  to  thirty-seren  per  cent.,  and  the  increase 
to  the  amendment  would  be  upvai^  of  forty  per  cent 

Mr.  HOLMES  contended  that  adequate  protectwo 
cheapened  ttie  price  of  articles,  whilst  inadeqTiate  protec- 
tion hud  the  contrary  effect,  and  raised  tlie  price- 
Air.  HAYNE,  afler  some  remarks  in  reply,  sud.  that 
when  they  came  to  tlie  subject  of  cotton,  he  was  pn- pared 
to  say  to  gentlemen,  reduce  the  protective  duty  on  your 
cotton  fabrics,  ami  we  are  willing  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
the  ciitton.  the  faw  material,  to  the  lowestamouiit  popoble. 

Mr.  KING  said,  iii  his  climate,  soil,  be.  they  asked  for 
no  protection;  Uu-y  wanted  none  wliatever.  Hit  denied 
that  Kentucky  required  any  protection  for  her  cotton  bi^ 
i;ingt  a  pn-jiidioi:  had  at  one  time  existed  against  the  arti* 
cle  maniifHctiirrd  tliere,  because  it  was  thought  to  stain 
the  cotton  packed  in  it,  but  this  wm  found  not  to  be  injt)* 
riouH,  and  Kentucky  now  commanded  the  prelerence  !> 
the  market  above  that  impmled  from  Scotliuidi  tberelbn 
she  required  no  protection  on  tliat  article. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied,  and  contended  that  the  duty  wm 
but  a  fair  protection. 

Mr.  POI^DEX  TfiR  said  that  he  objected  alike  to  this 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Manufiuturc% 
and  to  tlie  rate  uf  duty  proposed  by  the  bill  as  it  came 
from  the  House  of  Representativea  Tlie  reduction  did 
not  seem  to  him  to  be  important,  as  it  dUl  not  descend  te 
the  |iriiiciplc  revenue,  but  was  evklendy  dealiptcd  c» 
ekiaiTcly  nir  protection.   He  AouU  rote  ageinst  the  la- 
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creue  of  duty  from  three  iind  k  hair  to  four  cents  per 
•qtmre  yard  on  the  article  of  cotton  bagi^n^,  but  witl)i>ut 
intending  to  Mipport  the  ori^nal  proposition.  He  could 
not  f^ve  liis  sanction  to  n  system  of  protection,  bounties, 
and  monopolies,  intended  to  bent-fit  one  branch  of  indus- 
try at  tbe  sacr'.fice  of  other  great  interests  of  the  country. 
Such  legislation  was  repugnant  to  the  genius  of  a  free 
peopit-,  and  to  ttie  principles  of  our  free  constitution. 
Besides,  said  he,  this  particular  item  of  protection  is  un- 
necessary; it  was  not  called  fur  by  the  manufacturers  of 
cotton  bagging  in  1838,  when  the  duty  of  five  cents  (he 
square  vara  was  impofe  I,  but  it  was  gratuitously  inserted 
in  tbe  bill  at  that  time  to  give  additional  strengtli  to  the 
combination  by  whom  it  was  passed.  These  manufac- 
turers liave  never  wanted  a  ready  and  a  profitable  mar- 
ket for  tbe  article,  to  ttie  full  extent  of  their  ability 
to  produce  it]  and  such,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  tbe 
.can  if  no  duty  whatever,  except  Tor  revenue  purpoaes, 
was  imposed.  The  price  would  depend  more  on  the 
demand  and  the  supply,  than  on  our  lejpslation.  .An 
honorable  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Holmks]  had  said 
that  unmanufactured  cotton  bad  been  protected  until  it 
bad  expelled  all  foreign  cotton  from  the  country;  from 
which  tie  infers  that  equal  protection  ought  to  be  extend- 
ed to  the  covering  of  the  bale  which  contained  it.  Sir, 
•■id  Mr.  P.,  this  idea  is  notnovelt  it  has  been  repeated  on 
this  floor  and  elsewhere,  as  a  justification  of  the  onerous 
imposts  on  the  great  articles  of  consumption  imported 
from  Europe,  fbr  the  use  of  the  agricultural  and  ottier 
laboring  classes  of  the  community.  I  take  this  occasion 
to  correct  the  error.  The  duty  of  three  cents  the  pound 
on  raw  cotton  wax  imposed  in  1790,  when  that  staple  was 
not  ptwlueed  to  an^  extent  in  the  United  SUtes.  It 
wu  an  article  extensively  imported  into  the  country,  ami 
the  du^  was  a  part  of  our  revenue  syslem.  It  did  not 
tiien,  and  it  never  bad,  at  aii^  subsequent  period,  operat- 
ed to  protect  the  agriculturists  against  foreign  competi- 
tion, in  the  production  of  cotton.  If  the  advocates  of^ tliis 
injurious  and  iniquitous  system  of  taxation  wotdd  relieve 
the  people  from  tbe  burdens  which  are  now  imposed  on 
them,  he  pieced  himself  to  strike  froth  this  bill  the  no- 
miim  cfn^  of  three  cents  on  unmanu&ctured  cotton. 
The  planter  relied  on  his  own  enterprise  and  industry,  and 
not  ojfi  the  ^oils  of  his  countrymen  in  other  sections  of 
the  UnVtm.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  permit  mfe  to  trace  the  rise 
antTpHigTeBS  of  the  culture  of  cotton  in  this  country.  In 
1T94,  when  Mr.  Jay  made  the  treaty  with  England,  he  did 
not  know  that  the  article  of  cotton  was  grown  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  will  i^pear  by  hts  correspondent  with  tbe 
British  minister. 

The  CHAIR  here  reminded  Mr.  P.  that  tbe  question 
being  on  the  increase  of  duty  on  cotton  bag^ng  fron* 
three  and  a  half  to  four  cents,  did  not  admit  of  the  latitude 
of  debate  wlucb  the  honorable  Senator  was  taking. 

Mr.  P.  then  said  he  yielded  to  the  suggestion,  and  tonk 
his  seat  with  the  declaration  that  be  should  resist  the 
ikmendment,  and  aSlerwards  vote  against  t^ie  bUl  iir.posing 
three  and  a  half  cents  the  square  yard  on  Scotch  bagging. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KKIGHT  aaid  this  is  an  article  which  my  constitu- 
ents have  as  deep  an  interest  in  ns  any  people  of  the 
Union;  if  any  tax  is  paid  on  it,  it  is  paid  by  tliem.  It  is 
true,  ns  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  stated,  that  the 
coiton'bagg'ng  is  not  paid  for  by  the  grower  of  cotton — 
it  is  sold  by  the  pound  with  the  cotton,  and  is  an  article  of 
profit  to  bim.  1  have  beard  some  of  my  constituents  aay 
tliat  the  bagging  purchased  with  the  cotton  has  cost  them 
about  thirty  cents  the  yard,  when  the  bag  itself  would 
coat  only  about  twenty  cents.  I  will  nut  say  any  thing 
more  on  this  subject,  it  having  been  so  fully  explained  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  My  chief  object  in  rising 
was  to  say  to  tlMt  Senator,  that  when  h«  shalfreturn  tu  the 
mairafltctark  of  cotton  ba^^ng,  my  constituent  would 


consider  It  a  favor,  and  be  particular^  obliged  to  him  if 
he  would  make  it  a  little  lighter. 

The  question  was  then  takun,  and  the  amendment  wu 
rejected— -yeas  22,  nxy^  22,  as  f(>Uuws: 

YEAS.^Measrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay.  Clayton,  D»IU^ 
D'ckeraon,  Ewing.  Fout,  Frelinghnysen,  HendKck% 
Holmes,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Rubbiiis,  Hnggles,  Srymmir, 
Silsbee.  Sprague,  Ttpton,  Waggaman,  Wilkins. — 23. 

NAYS  Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,   Chambers,  Dudley, 

Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayiie,  H-D,  J<>hi)>ton,  Kane, 
Km)!,  Mangum,  Marcy,  M  Her,  Mocire,  Poindcxter,  Bo- 
biaaon.  Smith,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  White.— 22. 

The  VICE  PHE  SIDENT added  his  vote  in  the  negative. 

T)ie  next  was  an  amendment  inserting  on  "fclti  or 
hat  bodies  made  wholly  or  in  p^rt  of  wool,  thirty  ceoti 
each." 

Idr.  KNIGRT  said  tliis  is  a  new  article  of  importaliaB. 

It  is  not  to  be  found  In  any  of  our  tariff"  la wa.  The  iLstoty 
of  it  is  this.  A  few  years  ago,  a  journeyman  halter  in- 
vented a  machine  for  making  ttlta  or  hat  bodies — Aunpk  in 
its  operatioiiis  and  adinirably  adapted  to  the  business  it  was 
intended  to  perform.  It  entirely  superseded  llie  old  way 
of  making  this  part  of  the  Iwt.  It  had  so  completely  suc- 
ceeded as  to  reduce  tbe  price  of  the  article  to  Hbout  fiftf 
per  cent,  of  its  former  cost.  He  bad  regularly  patented 
his  invention,  and  was  procee^iig  peaceably  in  hts  bua- 
itens,  saliBfiictonly  to  every  body>  and  profitably  to  luntself. 
Some  person,  to  ine  unknown,  took  a  copy  of  bismacbioe 
in  the  Patent  OfBce,  or  from  some  otlier  place,  and  traat- 
mitted  it  to  Europe,  and  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Hambui^  set  up  the  business  of  making  hat  bodicst^ 
Saxony  wool,  and  sliipping  them  to  this  country.  Whea 
presented  to  the  Qustom-huiisc,  they  were  nut  found  in  the 
lawa  regulating  the  duties,  and  were  estimated  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  embracing  non-enuinei»t..-d 
artlctesi  Thia  was  not  all;  there  was  an  imposition  on  tbe 
officers  of  the  customs  by  tlie  valuation  ot  the  article— 
they  were  estimated  to  be  worth  fifteen  cents  c^cb,  aikl 
the  duty  assessed  accordingly. 

Now,  sir,  the  best  Saxony  lamb's  wool,  of  which  this 
article  for  tinelutais  made,  costs  in  England  from  (bur 
shillings  to  four  and  sixpence  sterling  per  pound,  ami  it 
takes  about  one  pound  of  wool  to  four  bata.  Tlie  duty 
on  the  wool  would  amount  to  forty -four  centa^  and  the  duty 
uit  the  manufactured  article,  made  of  Uie  name  wool,  is 
nine  cents.  To  prevent  tliis  fntud  upon  tite  pattnlcd 
rights  of  the  inventor  of  this  machine,  as  well  as  ibc  fmtd 
on  the  revenue.  Is  the  object  of  tliis  amendment.  B;  tbe 
fraudulent  intnxluction  oftliese  hats  or  felts,  as  theyaie 
called,  the  consumer  ia  not  benefited;  tiiey  are  iiotsofclaia 
less  price  than  actual  cost — they  can  be  nianuCtcturt.d  here 
a<>  cheap  as  they  can  be  made  in  Europe  or  any  where 
else.  The  whole  labor  is  done  by  machinery,  and,  if  itt 
make  the  importer  pay  the  amount  of  duties  we  pay  m 
Saxony  wool,  we  can  compete  with  tlie  world.  Tlic  sus 
proposed  as  duty  is  but  about  the  amount  the-fineat  Sua- 
ay  Wool  will  pay  when  imported. 

Mr.  TYLEU  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  M.\KCYtlioughtthe'amendinent  unneecamj.  A 
clause  wa«  cleiialy  embriu^d  in  the  bill,  by  wbicli  all  isa- 
nufiictures  of  wool  were  cliarged  BAy  per  cent.,  and  by 
another  all  unm^inufactured  articles  of  the  sune  mvleiul 
were  to  pay  the  same  as  the  manu&ictured.  1'he  (riijcCt 
of  the  amendment  would  be  embraced  by  either  th£  une 
or  the  other.  He  would  move,  however,  to  anwn',',  i>y 
striking  out  thirty  and  inaerting  eif^teen. 

Mr.  SMITH  had  a  letter  ftom  bu  Iwtter  on  the  tabytt. 
Hat  bodies  were  imported,  made  of  Saxony  wool,  and  toe 
only  fur  put  on  the  haU  was  in  the  covering  by  the  rasBu- 
facturer  here.  In  England  the  duty  on  SazuiQ'  k'owl  was 
only  two  cents,  and,  in  consequence  t-f  tbe  bi^  duly  oo 
the  wool  here,  the  American  liatter  ia  injured. 

Mr.  TSLEB  said,  if  he  undexitood  tlie  matter  a  ex- 
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plftined  by  ttie  grntleinftn  from  Rhmlc  IslHtid,  it  vas  pro- 
pOHe<l  to  tux  Uie  article  becauBe  it  harl  been  found  too 
cheap.  The  article  could  be  imported  for  less  tlian  the 
cost  of  the  materiKl  frnm  which  it  wui  nuHle.  The  history, 
»s  given  by  the  t^ntleimn  from  Rhoile  Iriiiml,  was,  that  an 
ingenious  Vanlcee  had  inventeda  machine  whieh  operated  so 
successfully,  that  in  Uie  very  firatyenr  lie  reduced  the  price 
of  the  article  fifty  per  cent.  Thin  followed,  he  presumed, 
what  mifi^ht  be  termed  a  Yankee  trick.  The  inventor 
tells  out  his  patent  at  a  handsome  profit,  and  immediately 
takes  the  win^  of  the  wind;  end  {^es  abroad,  Inhere  he 
makes  the  article  so  cheap  as  to  un<Iersell  in  this  market 
thtMe  wtio  had  bought  hit  machine.  Serious^  considering 
the  extent  of  the  consomption  of  thib  article  in  the  Soutii- 
ern  Stated,  he  thought  gentlemen,  if  a1  all  disposed  to 
dim'nish  their  burdens,  ought  not  to  lay  a  heavier  duty  on 
it.  The  duty  was  already  too  high,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  increased. 

Mr.  Maict's  amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  the 
amendment  as  amended  wat  agreed  to — ^yeaa  24»  nayt  16, 
as  follows:  - 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clayton,  Dallas, 
Dxkerson,  Dixlley,  Bwing,  Foot,  Vrelinehuysent  Hill, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy,  Naudain,  Prentiiis, 
Bobbins,  Riiggli-s,  Seymour,  Smith,  Spruce,  Tipton, 
Waff^man,  Wilkins, — 24. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Grundy, 
Huyiie,  Heiuh-icks,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Poin- 
dexter,  Hoblnson,  I'axewell.  lyier.  White — 15. 

Tiie  amendment  in  the  134th  line  was  then  considered, 
as  follows:  ^ 

After  the  word  "part,"  insert  "coming  from  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Gnod  Hope;"  and  ufler  the  word  ad  valorem, 
in  the  same  line,  in^rt ' '  and  on  all  other  manufactures  of 
silk,  or  of  whicli  silk  is  a  component  part,  six  per  centum 
ad  vwlorem." 

The  hill  reads,  *<on  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of 
which  ulk  iImU  be  a  component  part,  ten  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  except  sewing  silk,  wliieh  shall  be  forty  per 
centum.** 

After  some  remarks  in  fiivor  ofthe  amendment,  by  Mr. 
SMITH, 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  "six,"  and  inserting  "five,"  and  this  referred 
to  Prencb  xtlka;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DALLAS  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
discrimination  between  French  ami  Chinese  silks. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  (o,  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  DTckerson,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Ewidg,  Foot,  Fotayth,  Preliughuysen,  Hayne,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Jobnirton,  Kane.  King,  Marcy,  Miller,  Naudain, 
Poiiidexter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Hobinaon,  Rubles,  Sey- 
tn'Hir,  Smith,  Sprague,  Taaewt-ll,  Tipton,  Troup,  i'yler, 
WafOfamaii,  White,  Wilkins — 33. 

MATS.—Messrs.  Clayton,  Dallas,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Sili^ee.— 5. 

Tlie  amendment  to  strike  out  two  and  a  half  cents,  and 
inaert  three  cents,  being  the  duty  on  brown  sugar,  and 
■imp  of  sufrar  cane,  in  casks,  was  next  considered. 

Messrs.  DfCKEHSON,  JOHNSTON,  and  CLAY  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  in  favor  ofthe  amendment;  after  which, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to — ^yeas  S4,  na}-s  18,  as  fitllows: 

YEAS. — Henrs.Bell,  Buckner,  Clumbers,  Clay,  Chiy 
ton,  DalUii,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewtng,  foot,  Freling- 
h^iysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain, 
Fi^ntiss,  Rabbins,  Rufrgles,  Seymour,  SiUbee,  Upton, 
VTaggamaii,  Witkins.— 34. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsytii, 
Grund},  Haytte,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangiim,  Marcy,  Mil- 
lar, Sprapie,  Tazewell.  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 18. 

The  next  amendment  wat  to  strike  out  "  on  coffee  Haifa 
eeot  per  pound." 


MrT  DICKEHSONsaid  this  amendment  was  intended  to 
put  cofl^ee  on  the  same  footing  as  the  articles  free  of  duty. 

The  question,  which  being  agreed  to  by  general'  con- 
sent, was  taken  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  coflTee,  and 
decided  as  fbltows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fi'eling- 
hiiysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Kniglit,  MHrcy,  Miller, 
Moorr,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Itobin- 
son,  RufTgles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  TazeWell, 
Tyler,  Waggamanj  Wilkins. — 31. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,-  Ellis,  For* 
syth,  Grundy,  Hnyne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  King,  Mangun^ 
'Ilpton,  Troup,  White.— M. 

The  amendment  next  considered  was  to  strike  oat  as 
(bltows: 

Oit  teas  of  all  kinds,  imported  from  China  or  other 
places  east  of  the  Cape  of  Oow)  Hope,  and  in  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  one  centper  pound;  on  all  teas  impart> 
e<1  from  any  other  place,  or  in  vessels  other  than  veaiBli 
ofthe  United  States,  ten  cents  per  pound. 

And  insert  "  on  all  teas  imported  from  places  Ait  tide 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  in  venels  other  tlian  veaula 
of  the  United  StaiCR,  ten  cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  this  was  a  proposition  whether  teas 
should  come  in  duty  free.  Re  regarded  teas  as  articles  of 
luxury,  and  aa  much  deKrving  of  taxation  as  any  other 
article. 

Messrs.  DICKERSON  and  CLAT  addressed  tiie  Senate 
in  favor  of  the  amendmentt  after  which,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  3^  nays  15. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Da)tas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frellnghuy- 
sen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Marcy, 
Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Riiggles,  Seymour, 
Silsber,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Waggaman,  Wilkins. — 28. 

NAYS —Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Poi-sytli,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Hill.  King,  Uangum,  Miller,  Poindexter^  Taze- 
well, Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 15. 

.  The  n^  amendment  was  in  the  ISTtft  Une,  atriking 
out  the  duty  of  thirty  per  cent  on  Leghorn  hats  or  bwi- 
nets,  and  all  hats  of  straw,  chip,  or.  gnksi,  and  all  flatty 
braids,  or  plaits  for  making  hats  or  bonnett,  leaving  the 
duty  aa  it  is  under  the  present  tariff. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  the  object  of  this  amendment 
was  to  prevent  diminishing  the  protection  on  articles  pro> 
dticed  principally  by  female  induitry.  He  hoped  them 
was  sufficient  gallantry  in  the  Senate  to  retain  a  sufficient 
]>rntection      this  branch  of  industry. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  flie  articles  are  worn  by  almost  all  the 
females  in  the  United  Slates,  and  the  gvntlenwn  proposed 
to  show  his  gallantiT  by  taxing  fifty  per  cent.  art'.clcs  used 
by  females.  The  duty  imposed  by  the  House  was  thir^ 
per  cent.,  sufficiently  high  for  all  tlie  purpuaet  of  protee* 
tion:  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  be  increased. 
Tbia  was  a  very  heavy  expense  felt  by  every  bead  of  a 
family. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  satd  that  his  gallantry  consisted  in 
wishing  to  encourage  the  poor  and  lalioring  females,  while 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  in  a  with 
to  relieve  those  who  vere  rich  and  eontumen  of  aitldei 

of  luxury. 

The  question  wut  then  taken  on  tlili  amendment,  and 

it  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dal* 
las,  Dxkerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  PreHnghuysenb 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Rolibina, 
Kii^les,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Toinlintoa,  Wagnman,  Wil. 
kins— 22. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Porqrth, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum, 
Marcy,  Miller,  Poimlexter,  Hobinson,  Sprague,  Taacwel^ 
Tiptoo,  T^oup,  Tylen  WMte.-a9. 
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.  Tlw  VICE  PRESIDENT  adjeil  bb  vot«  against  the 
ante  mime  nt. 

The  iiext  amendment  considered  was  in  the  177th  line, 
insertini;  "  except  cordage  tarred  eikI  unlarred,"  Uie  nl>- 
ject  of  which  ameiidinent  is  to  retain  the  present  qiecific 
rate  of  duty  on  those  anicWs. 

Ur.  DUULET  requested  a  letter  from  a  manurMcturer 
of  cordage  in  New  YurL  mi^ht  be  read.  It  stated  tlwt  the 
effect  wuiitd  be  injuriiMis  if  tlie  clause  in  the  bill  from  the 
Iloiise  were  to  brconte  a  law. 

Mr.  H  AYNE  wished  to  hare  the  eff'ect  of  this  amend- 
ment distinctly  iimleratuod.  As  the  act  came  frum  the 
other  House,  all  mauunictures  of  hemp  would  be  siiliject 
to  no  more  than  twenty>five  prr  cent.  If  it  were  deigned 
to  except  ctvduge  from  this,  the  duties  under  the  exitttiii); 
tariff"  wuuld  revert  on  this  article,  aixl  by  tliat  the  duty 
amounted  to  eighty  per  cent,  on  urred  curcUge.  and  to 
cighty-ciglitoii  untarted-  He  wouki  submit  tliat  twenty- 
five  per  cent  was  thought  too  low,  if  eighty  or  eiglity. 
^ght  per  cent,  was  not  Tar  too  high.  He  liopvd  gentle* 
men  would  not  im)iose  a  duty  so  extravagant. 

Mr.  SMITH  auid  the  maniifkctuies  of  cortlage  could 
not  eiUt  if  <mly  pr«tecte<l  by  a  duty  of  twcnlj  -five  per  cent. 
Tliey  paid  forty  doltiira  a  ton,  of  duly,  on  hemp,  and  it  was 
irop<Mat.ble  they  could  thuacompete  withlbe  fureign  market. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  H|ioke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  it  muitt  be  evident,  unleiis  ihta  amend- 
ment prevailed,  the  manufacture  of  conUge  must  be  en- 
tirely abandoned  in  this  country,  'I'he  manufacture  wau 
barely  getting  un,  and  could  nut  bear  any  additional  burden. 

Mr.  aMll'H  aaid  we  can  no  lunger  expurt  the  cordage 
of  our  own  couniry,  it  being  taxed  ao  higli  in  the  article 
of  hemp< 

The  ameiulment  was  canic^yeaaSfi,  nays  1 6,  as  follows : 

YEAS.— Meaara.  Bjcll,  Buckner.  Chambers,  Cluytun, 
Dallai,  Dickeraoii,  Dil^vy,  Ewing,  Fuot»  Frelniglinysen, 
Henilrielcs,  Holmeat  Julinaioii,  Kniglit,  Naudaiii,  frcutiss, 
Hobbiiii,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sm.th,  Spruce, 
Tipton,  TomTinson,  Waggamaii,  W.lkjna. — i6. 

NAYS.— Measrs.  Benton,  B.bb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Fonytli, 
Grundy.  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  Marcy,  M.ller,  Mourv,  Puin- 
dexter,  Kobinson,  I'aaewi-ll,  Tjler. — 16. 

The  amendment  in  tlie  19M>  l.ne  wjis  to  insert  muKcal 
Instnimentaatarate  of  duty  ol  tliirty  per  cent,  ail  valureni. 

Mr.  UlCKEKSON  said  lliat  this  was  a  iiianut'avtnre  tliat 
dewrved  prutcctioni  they  were  made  to  a  very  Iiigh  de- 
gree of  peifrction  in  the  Uii.ted  States.  By  tlie  b.ll  from 
the  Hou»f,  they  wohUI  come  in  as  art.clcs  made  of  wuud, 
at  a  rate  of  duty  too  low  to  protect  the  manufacture. 

This  ameiwlmeut  was,  alter  a  sUurt  4ucu>a(0ii«  agreed 
to— yeas  25,  naya  16,  as  follows: 

YEAS.—Meswa.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clumbers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, UalbiM,  I).ekcraun,  Dudley,  lowing.  Foot,  Frcliiig- 
huyaeii,  Holmel,  KiiigliT,  Naudam,  Ptent.ss,  Hobb.iiH,  Itu- 
bilDMin,  Rtig^es,  Seyuuiur,  S.lsbee,  Smitli^  Spngue,  t'uui- 
Union.  Wagifaman,  Wdkins. — 25. 

NAYS. — .Messnt.  B.bh,  Bruwn,  Ellis,  FEirnyib,  Grundy, 
Bayiie,  Hill,  Raiie,  Marcy,  Atller,  Uuure,'  Huiiidexier, 
Taiewell,  'inptim,  Tyler,  Wh.te — 16. 

The  ameiulment  iu  the  197tli  line  was  as  follows: 

At  tlie  eiidof  the  line,  insert  ■*  until  tite  3t\  <lay  ut  March, 
eighteen  huiiilred  and  tbirly-fuiin  and  from  and  after  tliut 
day  une-half  of  tliose  rates  respectively!  and  on  ull  othei* 
wines  other  than  those  of  France,  uue-lialFof  tlicir  pie- 
mnt  rates  of  duty  respectively,  from  and  alter  tlic  day  last 
aforesaid-" 

Tlie  bill  reads,  on  the  w'.nes  of  France,  namely,  red 
wines,  iu  CHskiS  six  cents  a,galluni  wlnte  w.uea,  in  caaks, 
ten  cents  a  tr-^Ilun;  and  French  wines,  of  alt  aurti^  iu  bot- 
^va,  ttrenty-two  cents  a  gallon. 

Mr*  HAYNE  tiaid  lie  thought  the  yeas  and  nays  need 
jUgt  ii»  taken  on  this' amendment!  it  waa  a  clear  revenue 
1BC»Mre»  ajid  no  one  would*  he  pnfumet^  vtyect  to  it. 


Mr.  KNIGHT  unisted  on  havii^  theyeaa  aod  T»y»  m 
this  ameiidmeat,  tbey  liaving  been  previoudy  ocdetM  ob 

all. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  aad  the 
amendment  was  adopted—yeas  30,' nays  3. 

The  nextamendmetit  provided  fur  striking  n4it  the  fittlor- 
infrwordafromthe  bill  coiitaiiiedinHnes2a5.  306, 207,2i/8, 
2^9,  and  310:  "  all  articlea  not  herein  s|>ecified  e  titer  u 
free  or  as  liable  to  a  il  fferent  duty,  and  whicli,  by  the  ei- 
istiiig  taWK,  pay  ai)  ad  Valorem  duty  lii^lHrr  than  fit^en  prr 
centum,  to  pay  an  ad  valorem  duly  of  fifteen  per  emtuin, 
from  and  after  the  said  tliird  (lay  uf  Mardi,  one  tiioe. 
sand  eiglit  hundred  and  thiriy^hrec." 

Mr.  HAYNE  hnpetl  this  clause  <^  the  amendment 
migitt  not  prevail.  I'lte  ctMnmittec  hatl  looked  at  all  the 
articles  taxed  by  the  present  tar.ft'  with  a  m'crtMCop  c  eye, 
hihI  had  prtiviiled  tlutiea  for  them  alh  but,  under  the  dar 
that  there  might  be  some  articlei  which  their  MtuteWM 
had  nnt  diaeovered,  and  which  nrglit,  under  llic  Mil,  be 
brought  in  so  low  as  fifteen  per  cent.,  had  prepared  tiinr 
amendment  to  prevent  tliis  possible  reihicUon.  He  tru4* 
i-d  that  they  would  permit  tnis  part  of  the  bill  to  rrmitn, 
and  anyaiticL'S  which  their  iitgenuiiy  ami  research  miglit 
possibly  liave  omitted,  tu  come  in  at  the  moderate  rwtc  of 
duiy  of  fifteen  per  cent. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  DICKERSON,  who  de. 
nominated  th'a  clause  of  tite  bill  a  broad  net  to  caich  aQ 
(lie  artclea  omitted  by  it,  tlie  question  was  taken  on  strik- 
ing out  the  clauMT,  and  carried — ^yeas  24,  na^  s  31,  as  fJ- 
luws: 

YEAS.— MessM.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dal- 
laii,  Uickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Fimt,  Prc-linghuy^n, 
Hendricks,  Hulines,  Kniglit,  Naudaiii,  Prentiss,  Kolibiie^ 
liuggles,  Sejmoiir,  bdrJiee,  Spragtie,  Tipton,  TuaiKiMOo, 
WagK^nuin,  Wilkma. — 34. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bentuii,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Etn% 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  ti  ll,  Kane,  King,  MvllgIl^^ 
Murcy,  M>ller,  Moorv,  Fuiiiilexter,  Robiiiaon,  South, 
Tazewell,  Tyler.— 21. 

Tlie  amendment  strik'ng  out  from  the  list  of  duty  free 
articles,  vjuuilets  of  gold  and  silver,  was  next  coiiskleict!- 

Mr.  MJLLEU  observed  -that  this  was  a  matter  of  some 
impurtanceiothe  nulitia  of  tlie  United  Stateis  whusi-rriJ 
witliout  pay,  and  were  at  coiiaiderablc  expense  in  i  quip- 
ping and  unifiirmiiig  ihemseUea.  Thisantendmeiit  *aati 
bear  b»rd  ou  these  oflicera,  and  lie  lioped  it  wwiHA  net  be 
adopt  e<i. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  in  answer  to  an  inquir>- as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  tlie  muiiiit'actiin-,  and  the  amount  of  tlie  prearnt 
duty,  tia.d  that  the  article  was  made  in  the  United  Suuri, 
and  jiaid  a  duty  on  the  importaliou  of  twelve  per  cent. 
This  was  but  a  veiy  imulerate  prMectiui,  and  of  no  man- 
lier of  cuiiacquence  to  the  consumer. 

Tlieanieiidiiieiit  wasrejt  citcl — yeaa  17,  naya  38. 

The  amendment  in  tlie  twelfth  line  oK  the  iliirti  section 
Was  til  insert  ind  go  among  tlie  art  cles  fn-e  of  duty. 

Mr.  DICKEKSON  su.d  the  ulijkct  of  the  amei  dment 
was  tu  str.kc  out  "indigo"  from  the  Wt  of  articka t xi.-ni}it 
fnim  duty,  in  ordi-r  to  insert  it  in  the  aecund  si-ctM 
uf  the  bill,  in  the  clauae  enumerating  «-ariotis  articles  >> 
fifteen  per  cent.  I'h-s  protection  was  cuncidercd  neces- 
sary, as  ind  g«i  lia<l  become  an  article  uf  home  proiluee. 

Mr.  BENTON  »a;d  he  had  a  k-itci-  from  a  gentlrinan  of 
mucii  inforrnatiuii  in  ScHitii  Carnlma,  which  Uiowrd  IM 
extent  in  wliich  tliisart.civ  was  raised  und  prf>ducrd  in  the 
Soutli.  .  *l'l>e  letter  slated  that  fi-oni  ftir^' tufiOy  (hmi&iiid 
piHinda  of  indigo  were  raiset),  within  tht-  year,  bj  a  anifle 
|>arish  in  South  Cai-ol  nat  that  it  waa  frtrqiirntl^  bbipped 
tu  Ciiicniiati  and  lo  New  York,  where  it  was  ftiuiicto 
iquul  any  ini])o.*ted  fiom  abroad.  Mr.  B.  acattl  he  tJui 
rt-a<!  thm  lettt  r  lor  the  purpose  of  contradictii^^  tlw:  enur 
tlMt  prevailed,  tliat  iiidtgo  waa  nut  produced  in  Ui  a  coua- 
try*   The  fiict  wai^  that  KiigbiKl,  when  abc 
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colunie*  in  thi«  country,  Iwd  xpaml  no  espente  in  eiicoii- 
riijg^ii^  the  cultivation  uF  indigo  in  tlte  Sotilh,  tliinkiiig, 
wiKtrh',  thxt  if  tliey  were  to  Iwvc  ilomeiit  c  irutnnriicttire 
witli:n  tliennK-lves,  tlit-y  nii^Iit  not  10  be  depencleitt  ou  a 
fbreigi)  CMiiiitry  fur  the  cliief  material  in  tht  dj-e  of  that 
niMnufMCtiire.  He  [Mr.  B.]  waa  of  opinion  tluit  wlien 
v>  wA  ami  other  articka  beloii^^inK  to  oiir  domestic  maiiU' 
fuctiirva  were  taxed*  a  duty  sliould  be  laid  on  indigo  in 
proputtioii. 

Ur.  UAYNE  nid  that,  aUlioii|rh  the  letter,  which  hait 
been  n-ftd,  had  come  from  a  gentleman  in  liia  State,  it  was 
merely  in  reply  to  iiirurmatitm  that  had  been  asked,  and 
waaiiot  indicative  of  the  fecliiig  of  the  State  on  the  sub- 
ject. Soiilli  Carolina  would  nut  consent  to  tlie  principle 
of  any  duty  by  way  of  prot  -ction.  That  indigo  was 
nused  in  ihe  Soutli,  was  there  no  st-cretf  every  house- 
wife coiild  raiae  wliat  ahe  henelf  required.  All  tliat  his 
Stale  would  aak  for  wad  a  Gur  revenue  qrttemt  a  ajstem 
built  on  reTcmic  aluiie,  wkI  on  juitt  aiKl  eqiiitalile  terms. 
Hia  dbject  was  to  disclaim,  on  the  part  of  his  State,  any 
protection  on  this  or  any  other  art  clc  of  her  pi  exluce. 
Soiitli  Cardina  would  disdain  to  ask.  for  any  pi-otection 
wliatcver:  il  tJiisdtity  wasinteiultdasaboontoher,ithe  did 
not  seek  it.    B>tt  to  a  fk'.r  revenue  she  would  not  disM:nt. 

Mr.  UlCKEHSON  said  it  liad  not  been  proposed  by  the 
eomniiltee  ks  a  boon  to  the  South.  Ind'g>t  was  beconung 
•n  article  of  cooMtlerable  home  produce,  aiKl  tlivrefore  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  protect  it,  aa  well  as  the  other 
pruductiiins  of  the  cuiiniry,  by  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent. 

Mr.  MlLLt^R  made  some  remarks,  which  were  iiotilis- 
tnctly  audible. 

Tlie  question  was  tlien  taken  on  the  amendmeiit,  when 
U  was  negatived  with  consent,  in  order  again  to  make  the 
Siitvnded  subktitute  in  the  pntper  plaee. 

It  being  put  six  o'ckick.  the  Senate  ailjoiirned. 

FmiBAT,  Jolt  6. 
THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  tariif  bill.  After  dtapooing  of 
various  ameiulmentK  without  iliscRssion,  tlic  \mX  amend- 
ment of  tlie  coiiim'ttee  was  taken  up,  as  follows:  Al\er 
tlir  word  '*  par^"  insert  **  the  duties  following,  that  is  to 
asy,  such  other  manufitctures  of  wool,  ur  of  which  wool 
is  a  component  part,  the  actiul  value  of  which  ut  tiie 
place  from  whence  imported  shall  not  exceed  fifty  cenbi 
the  square  yard,  shall  be  ileenied  to  have  ci>st  fifiy  cents 
the  square  yml,  and  pay  a  duty  thereon  of  thirty  ^five  pet 
centum.  Aud  all  audi  other  miinnfucinres  of  wimi],  ur  of 
wh.ch  wool  is  a  component  part,  the  actual  value  of  wli'cl>, 
at  the  pUce  from  whence  imported,  shall  exceed  fifiy 
eci>ts  Uie  square  tani,  and  shall  not  exceed  Iwodolhus 
and  fifty  cents  tlie  squHrc  >'«rd,  sliall  [be  deemed  to  liave 
cost  two  dollais  and  filty  c'ems  the  square  yani,  and]  pay 
a  diiljr  titereintof  tliiity-five  per  centum.  AikI  nnal)  such 
etiier  manufactui OS  ol  wo«>i,  or  of  wliich  wool  is  a  com- 
ponent pari,  the  actual  value  of  wllicb  at  the  placiB 
whence  niiported  ahull  exceed  two  dollars  and  fifiy  cent» 
tlie  square  yard*  there  aliall  be  levied*  dii^  of  Uiirty-five 
per  centum  ad  vahtreni.** 

Ur.  DICKEBaON,  in  supporting  this  amendment,  re- 
marked tliM  s-nce  wuul  was  protecteil,  the  woidlrn  ninnu- 
fuciures  shonld  be  eqtially  so.  The  protection  of  tlie 
maun  fact  ured  article  Ironi  wool  would  act  benL-hc'aliy  to 
•gTcuhunals  themselves — the  growers  of  woult  for  the 
Cuosequence  waa,  that  the  mori;  the  m^tnufactureiwas  in. 
rreasedf  tlte  more  wool  wouhl  be  consumed.  The  wot>U 
len  tratie  was  of  tlie  grettitt  imjiortaiiee  to  u%  anil  on  it 
mtglit  be  said  to  hiuig  tlie  interests  of  the  agricultnrisU  in 
a  paramount  degree.  The  necessity  of  this  purt  of  our 
iudnstiy  was  of  the  last  importance  to  the  country  i  and 
when  icVu  proposed  by  gentlemen  to  ilo  away  with  ila 
pntaciiw^  ha  soukl  not  but  ay  tbat  tbey  wouM  w  sub 


Hcrve  the  Br'.tish  interest.  He  alluded  to  tlie  practice  of 
the  British  Government  to  defeat  our  advances  in  manit- 
fiiciuring,  by  meeting  us  with  apecific  duties,  and  instanced 
that  on  glass.  Under  such  circiiihstances,  our  Woollens 
reqtiireiT  more  protection  tlian  was  given  them  by  the  bill, 
and,  therefore,  the  committee  had  pnipose<l  this  amend- 
ment. He  was  of  opinion,  that  wh.lsi  tlie  change  pro- 
posed would  lie  beneficial  to  the  maiiufwcturerit,  it  gave  a 
cons'tlemhle  boon  to  the  iioutli,  by  the  low  duty  imposed 
on  the  cheap  coatwe  ch>tlts. 

Hr.  SMITH  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  any  ai^i- 
meiit  on  this  question,  but  to  explain  a  difft-rence  as  to 
fuels  between  tlie  Senator  from  N>  w  Jersey  [.Mr.  Dicxn- 
sox]  and  himself.  That  gentleman  h.-id  taken  the  year 
1824,  when  we  passMl  the  act  raiaiag  the  duty  on  «ool, 
and  said  that  the  Engl  sh  duty  of  sixteen  centii  per  pound 
Was  repealed  in  consequence  of  our  act.  This  was  not 
an.  Mr.  ft.  recolK  ctcd  well,  tliat  when  tlie  bill  of  1834 
was  uiKler  CHiisidermtion,  lie  rose  in  his  place,  aiKt  stated, 
at  tlie  very  time  we  were  about  raising  uur  duty  on  wool, 
the  Eiigliali  were  about  reducing  theirst  and  tlwt  iIiq 
ciMirse  pursued  liy  (ireat  Britain  would  ojierate  more  to 
cur  disadvantage  than  any  advantage  we  coidd  expect 
to  gain  by  incrt-ase  of  duty.  Vr'liat  was  tlie  answer  of 
genilemen  at  thiit  time?  Why,  that  dreat  Bt'itaiii  only 
lieUl  out  this  threat  in  /emnwn,  to  prevent  ns  fntm  rainng 
our  duty.  The  gentL'tnan  from  New  Jersey  contended 
ihat  the  duty  of  1834  was  trifling — a  mere  modicum. 
M'hy,  sir,  it  was  not  so  considered  then.  GeulK-men  who 
liivored  tlie  mea'^nre  at  that  time  told  a  diffLreiit  story. 
By  the  act  of  1816,  the  duty  was  twenty-five  per  cent, 
tu  become  the  next  year  twenty,  and  so  oni  but,  by  the 
act  of  1834,  the  duty  was  increased  to  lliirly-tliree  and  a 
lliirdt  and  this  was  conudered  by  all  at  that  t.me  ua  very 
high  rate  of  du^. 

With  respect  to  the  glau  spoken  of  by  tlie  Senator, 
he  could  not  agree  with  him.  He  |.Ur.  S-]  was  at  one 
time  an  importer  of  glas.'t  to  a  considerable  amount,  and 
the  drawliack  to  the  amount  of  the  excise  in  Englund 
was  always  (pvrn  them.  So  it  was  witli  ret;ai  d  to  cal  cues. 
They  gave  us  back,  said  be,  the  full  amount  of  tlie  ex- 
cise on  that  article.  So  also  in  Ireland  witli  respect  to 
linens^  There  was  an  excise  of  a  penny-halfpenny  a  yard 
on  this  last  article,  whidi  has  aince  been  repealed,  and 
now  it  came  to  us  at  a  penny-halfpenny  dearer. 

Mr.  HOLMES  niWeiled  to  the  pol  cy  followed  by  Great 
Britain  in  1819,  in  raising  the  dtity  on' foreign  wool  one 
penny  sterhug  to  six  pence.  It  liadsocuntlmied  1.11 1835, 
when  it  wmh  repeuh-d  and  put  at  tlie  old  rate.  In  the 
96tb  No.  of  the  Edinbunch  Keview,  there  was  an  excel- 
lent aitlcle,  whiclishowid  the  fallacy  of  not  allowing  the 
duty  on  we«>llens  and  on  wool  to  go  hand  in  liamlt  of 
not*  retliicit^  the  one,  and  at  the  same  time  reducing  the 
other.  Hut  it  was  fuiiiwl  by  a  committee  of  inveatigatiun, 
that  the  maiiiifacturera  could  not  go  on  without  having 
foreign  fine  wtxd  to  mix  with  tlieir  coarse,  and  without 
the  one  tliev  could  not  consume  the  other. 

Mr.  niCKEltSOX  sad  lie  rLCulkcted  ihey  liad  been 
lold,  in  1834,  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  that,  if  they 
iucreaaed  the  protection  on  wool,  the  British  w<Hitd  r«. 
duce  the  duty  on  their  importatimu  of  the  article,  and  de- 
feat the  protection.  This  lie  thutight,  Ht  the  time,  highiy 
probable.  If  wc  liad  been  content  to  take  their  woollens 
as  before,  they  would  not  ha\e  re<Iuced  their  duty.  They 
wvre  watching  the  progress  of  our  legi^lalion,  and  began 
this  measure  to  defeat  us.  They  would  have  much  pre- 
ferred to  keep  up  tlieir  duty,  if  it  could  be  sent  here  and 
the  lax  levied  on  ua.  But  lie  did  not  bilieve  they  wouhl 
luive  put  down  their  duty,  but  for  the  conndrnuion  tliat 
they  uere  deteni.ined  to  supply  us  in  spite  of  uur  legis- 
lation. 

Very  little  «-as  done  for  wool  in  1824.  In  1833,  Um 
duty  on  wool  amounted  to  about  $l30,000t  and  we  paid  a 
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tax  to  Great  Brituin  in  ttut  yesr  to  that  nmoiint.  With 
mpeet  to  i^lasa,  the  excite  in  1825  was  rediiceil  to  forty- 
five  sliilUn^,  antrthe  drawback  was  put  at  slxty-five;  so 
that  there  is,  at  this  moment,  twMity  hhilliiig^  which  they 
pay  Tor  the  sake  of  supplying' iis  witit  that  article. 

Mr.  CLA.Y  advocated  the  amend  sient,  and  stated  th»t 
it  matle  the  bill  much  better  for  the  Ronth  than  it  was 
when  it  came  from  the  HtMise.  He  read  from  an  invoice, 
dat«l  August,  1831,  an  account  of  the  charts  on  a  lot 
of  glassware  sent  tu  Greenock.  The  otiginal  vvhie  of  the 
glass  was  £T  IO9.  9d.  sterling.  The  ditties  and  ch:t^ges 
were  £10  18f.  ^d.\  making  the  cost  £18  9t.  Sd.  The 
articles  then  sold  for  £38  5s.  Dishes,  produce<l  by  Ame- 
rican ingenuity  for  one  dollar  and  a  lialf,  sold  for  tip- 
wards  of  eight  dollars.  This  glass  was  produced  by  com- 
pression. He  gave  this  fact,  to  show  the  nature  and  en- 
tent  of  English  liberid.ty  and  kindiress,  and  the  sincerity  of 
the  pntfissiun  of  Great  Britain  in  Rference  to  free  trade. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  character  and  operation  of 
this  amendment,  showing  t1iat  the  local  minimtim.  whs 
merely  nominal,  and  that  the  next  minimtiin  was  the  only 
re:il  and  subftaiitial  one.  The  idea  of  protecting  articles  in 
which  the  South  are  most  interested,  is  abandoned.  The 
second  minimum,  he  showed,  was  more  favorable  to  the 
South  than  the  bill  fi-om  the  House.  Its  operation  would 
be  princ'p;i1ly  on  the  midille  clnsses  in  ttie  North  and  the 
East;  so  that  the  burden  and  the  benefit  would  go  together. 

The  spec  fic  duty  he  reg:trded  as  prefemhie  to  the  ad 
valorem,  as  it  prevented  fraud.  And,  in  reference  to  the 
minimum  system,  he  reftrrcd  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
cotton  mamifacluries,  to  show  its  efficacy.  That  branch 
of  our  manufacture  had  grown  up  under  the  protection 
of  a  single  minimum.  He  read  a  cominuiiicaliim  from  an 
officer  of  the  cuMoms  in  New  fork,  of  great  intelfgence  ' 
uid  worth,  in  which  he  showed  tJie  advanUge  of  the 
aqttare  yard  and  minimum  system.  Under  the  ad  valo- 
rem duty,  one  package  in  twenty  is  examined,  while,  in 
the  specific  duty  systtm,  every  package  Is  examined,  if 
fraud  can  exist,  then,  tinder  t)ie  specific  duty  sytitem,  what 
fraudu  may  not  be  expected  undirr  the  ad  valorem  system? 
He  then  adverted  to  the  operation  of  the  original  bill,  in 
Oi'der  to  show  its  inefficiency.  He  laid  It  down  as  indis- 
putable that  adequate  protection  cmdd  alone  be  obtaintnl 
by  a  duty  on  the  raw  material  and  foreign  fiibric  operat- 
ing tfljretlier.  It  wai  h  s  winh  to  guard  the  f irmerand  the 
DUinufacturer  against  the  influence  of  foreign  legisUtiuit. 

He  congratu luted  the  Senute  on  the  evidetice  whicli  had 
been  exifibited,  thiit  the  protective  princijtle  was  st.ll  to 
be  preserved,  and  conclnded  by  asserting  tliat  the  amend- 
ment h.td  been  introduced  from  a  feeling  of  kindness  to 
the  8'Hith.  The  coarse  article  is  uhandoned  to  the  South, 
and  lays  the  burden  on  die  middle  classes  in  the  Nonli 
and  tlie  Gust. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  his  desire  was  to  bring  this  question 
to  ttie  testi  and  he  should  therefore  move  to  strike  out,  in 
the  14tli,  15tli,  and  16tli  lines,  the  words  "  be  deenled  to 
have  cOMt  two  itpllars  and  fifty  cents  the  square  yaril,"  to 
try  the  question  on  the  minimums  at  once.  His  ohject 
Wiu  to  bring  befi>re  the  Senate  this  principle  nfmiiiimiims 
which  the  tjenator  from  Kentucky  called  Uie  most  efll- 
cicnt  feature  in  the  hill,  and  which  the  Senate  would  at 
once  perceive  would  greatly  increase  the  duty.  In  the  bill 
that  Clime  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treason-,  these  duties 
rangcil  from  five  to  thirty  per  cent.;  in  the  hdl  from  the 
House  they  ranged  from  hve  to  fifty  per  cent.,  without 
having  mini  munis  in  ciihert  and  in  the  amendment  it  is 
proposeil  that  the  duty  iiliall  be  culcuWlwl  <hi  e\-ery  yard 
of  cloth  costing  n-om  fihy  cents  to  $-2  SO,  as  ifit  cost  $2  50. 
The  flrvt  objection  to  this  clause  wax,  thkt  it  wai  a  great 
enlargement  of  tile  existing  tariff.  The  present  law  pro- 
Tides  that  aH  Woollen  git<u\»  costing  fitly  cents,  and  under 
cnAs  dollar,  shall  be  deemed  to  liave  cost  one  dollar,  bikI  pay 
dutjr-  aeeurdiBgly.     Tliis  amendment  proridet  that  aU 


woollens,  from  fifty  cents  to  $2  SO,  ^atl  be  deemed  to 
have  cost  $2  50;  thereby  doubling'the  diity  on  the  eoane 
afticlea.  It  was  true  that,  under  the  fiirmer  law,  the  duty 
was  forty-five  per  cent,  s  but,  under  the  {proposed  nominal 
rate  of  duty  of  thirty-Rve  per  cent,  on  the  nunimam  of 
$2  53,  the  duty  Avill  in  fact  amount  to  eiglity-seven  tents 
per  yard;  and  the  fntire  cIhss  of  articles  between  fifiy 
centa  and  ^1  50  wHl  pay  a  duty  ranging  from  sixty  tn  one 
hundred  and  seventy  per  cent.  Mr.  H.  viewed  this  enor- 
mous increase  of  ditty  fo  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the 
coarser  articlesi  and  the  real  object  of  the  amendment  tin- 
questionably  was  to  give  an  entire  monopoly  to  the  manu- 
fiictiire  of  cloths  worth  from  fifty  cents  to  (2  50.  Bttt 
negro  cloth  was  to  be  excepted.  New  negro  cinths,  Mr. 
H.  s;iid,  were  plains,  not  m:ide  in  the  United  States  >t 
all,  or,  if  made,  to  a  very  limited  extent.  TItat  those 
ciiarae  cloths  were  consumed  at  the  North  as  well  as  at 
the  Smith,  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  tnpponi^. 
There  was  no  coarse  article  consumed  at  the  Nonb.  But 
the  entire  importation  of  such  articles  was  to  a  veiy 
limited  extent;  not  exceeding  about  $5JO,000.  And  here 
he  must  renmrk,  that  one  of  the  strongest  objections  to 
the  proposed  minimiims  an»e  fi-om  the  difference  in  the 
amount  of  the  articles  on  which  it  would  operate,  con- 
piired  with  the  amount  to  be  admitted  a*  a  Uwduty.  By 
a  statement  of  the  treasury  he  hekl  in  his  Iwnd,  it  would 
he  seen  that  the  whole  aminiiit  of  tlie  impoHativn  of  negre 
clotlisand  other  coarse  articles  was  oidy  #600,0U0t  wh  le 
iif  those  costing  from  $i  to  fQ  30,  the  importations  in 
1830,  were  $2,373,791,  and  last  year  exceeded  $4,OOt>,t>i>0. 
So  that  while  on  a  veiy  limited  importation  the  duties  are 
to  be  redticed,  they  are  to  be  enormotnJy  increased  on 
articles  amounting  to  between  two  and  fburm  llions.  The 
higher  p^icc^d  articles  of  woollen  clothSi  costing  above 
92  50,  amounted  onl^  to  $8J,U00,  and  were  niMle,  to  • 
very  limited  extent,  in  the  Unitefl  States:  10  much  so^ 
that  thirty-five  per  cent,  was  deemed  by  the  gentlefDen 
themselves  an  adequate  protection)  for  the  gentleman  had 
declared  that  he  would  nnt  go  one  cent  below  an  adequate 
protection.  He  sirould  be  gla  l,  theretbre,  to  know  where, 
HI  ail  this,  was  the  yielding  to  (he  South  that  the  gentle- 
rQan  talked  so  miich  of.  lie  had  explicitly  declar«l  that 
hewoiihl  yield  nothing  of  the  protection,  and  ia  aeekiwc 
to  increase,  very  largely,  the  dnties  on  the  great  mass  of 
woollens.  One  word  more  as  to  the  minimnms.  Whatare 
they.'  Why,  they  declare tliat  an  article  which  ts  worth  no 
more,  and  actually  cost  only  fifty  cents,  shall  be  clct-m«-d 
and  tukeii  to  have  cost  $2  50,  and  pa)  a  duty  wccuntingly. 
Could  any  thing  be  more  tinfuir,  more  unjust,  or  iiMire 
extravagant?  If  you  apply  this  )>rinc.ple  to  the  people 
of  tlie  Uitite<l  States  in  the  way  of  direct  taxaUon,  it 
wouki  not  be  tubroitted  to  for  a  moment.  How  wonkl  it 
answer  to  impose  an  income  tax,  and  tli«n  my  that  wvrf 
miin's  income,  no  matter  what  it  was,  aliall  be  det-med  to 
tie  $1,000,  and  that  he  shall  pay  a  tax  aCccHdiiigly;  or  tltid 
tits  htill  shall  be  (axed  fifty  cents  per  gallon,  but  iiball  be 
deemed  to  contain  one  hundreil  gaUons,  aikl  taxed  at  that 
rale  ^  The  minimum  provis'oii  was  a  more  cunning contn^ 
aiice  by  which  to  conceal  the  truth  from  tlte  peopirt 
making  them  pay,  as  in  the  case  bef(>re  us,  a  tax,  way  ef 
one  hiliKlred  and  fifty  per  ceirt.,  andi  at  the  same  Lmr, 
telling  tliem  that  they  were  only  to  pay  thir^-five  per  cvat. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  Kiys  tlmt  tlie  miM- 
mutns  are  to  guard  against  a  falae  valiiatKin.  Why,  hate 
you  now  no  means  at  ascertaining  the  true  valne  of  lis- 
ported  articles?  If  the  gentleman  is  right,  wby  have  ad 
valftrem  tltities  at  all  ?  Surely  the  hiws  imw  provide,  or  Um 
Treamiry  Dejwrtinent  can  devirc  a  syMem  by  which  tlw 
cuAtOm-houses  can  always  know  the  actual  vahie  ol  tlie 
articles  entei^d.  Ifthis  CHUitot  be  done,  yon  fmi!>t  adopt 
minimums  or  specific  duties  throughout  your  whole 
tern.  But  he  would  leave  this  branch  of  Uie  subject-  U 
required  no  arguiDcnt  to  iboW  tbtt«d  valera—  vcm  the 
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fnircst  rates  (if  dttty  tliat  cuuld  be  adopted.  All  others 
muiitbe  most  uneqnaruml  luijitiit. 

To  liim  the  greuteat  objection  to  minimiirrw  w,  tliat 
tliey  iDcrtascH  (he  duly  on  the  cOHnep  und  cliewper  ar- 
ticl(;s,ui»l  TtU  most  lieavily oil  tlic  coiiitumptionuftliepnor. 

Before  he  aat  dnwn,  Mr.  'H.  said  he  wuidd  reply  tu  thi^ 
ftHtcnifnta  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Keiitucky,  with 
ivgard  to  llie  ex[>ortutiaii  of  a  case  of  glaas,  valutrd  at 
•even  pounds,  to  Great  Britain;  but  he  would  first  remark 
tliat  every  thing  relating  to  tliat  country  always  set  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  in  as  fierce  a  flame  as  one  of 
hb  own  ftimaoea — he  seemed  to.  tiavo  a  holy  horror  at 
erer^  thing  Engliitlt — and  why }  Because  Engiuud  sold 
her  iron  so  much  cheaper  than  )iis  cuuld  be  produced 
here.  But  llie  gentleman  tiiiiiks  liigh  duties  lessen  prices. 
Is  it  not  passing  atraiige  tliat  wlieu  you  impose  a  tax  on 
wool  ami  iait  duck,  ilivse  gentlemen  tell  us  it  increases  the 
price  of  tlie  articlei  but  when  yuu  ux  the  article  they 
Viint  to  lell,  why,  it  always  leweiit  the  prket  and  with 
them,  when  Great  Britain  takes  off'  a  tax,  iC  always  fur- 
luihes  a  reason  tor  impo^ng  adititional  burdens  on  our 
own  people'  Suppose  Great  Britain  were  to  repeal  her 
corn  laws  to-morrow  i  we  should  then  hear  a  clamor  from 
all  the  manufacturers  of  the  country  fur  increased  protec- 
tion. But,  as  to  this  exportation  of  glass,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  takes  tliis  small  isolated  case,  and  presents 
it  as  ait  iitstaoce  of  succeasful  competition  with  Bntish 
manufactures,  in  consequence  of  the  system  of  protec- 
tion. This  wus  a  small  affair,  indeed,  and  he  was  satisfied 
that  no  glassware  would  ever  be  exported  to  England 
worth  mentioning.  Altlioitgh  this  gluss  paid  a  high  duty, 
but  few  of  our  exports  to  England  paid  moru  than  a  very 
moderate  one.  But,  with  respect  lo  articles  of  theirs  that, 
we  imported,  many  of  diem  paid  even  a  much  higher  rate 
of  duty  than  the  glassspoken  of  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. Here  ate  ijivoices  of  a  great  variety  of  articles 
imported  into  this  country;  green  and  red  baizes  paying  a 
duty  of  three  hundred  per  cent.t  swankdnwn  vesting,  a 
duty  of  twolmmlred  ami  tliree  percent.;  shawls  andlenu 
mitslins  taxed  as  high  as  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  per 
cent.;  and  he  could  go  through  a  lung  lint,  and  show  the 
gviitleman  from  Kentucky  tlwt  the  duties  on  some  of  them 
run  up  as  higli  as  tlirec  hundred  per  cent.  There  were 
flanneU^  wh.ch  a  K8pectid>le  merchant  ,of  Philadelphia 
•ssure<t  him  could  be  purcliascd  in  England  ai  eight 
cents,  and  are  nuv,  by  this  bill,  to  pay  a  duty  of  sixteen 
cents.  Fine  salt  was  taxed  as  high  as  two  liundi'ed  per 
cent. ;  he  cuuld  show  piles  Jif  such  articles,  on  which  exoi  - 
bitant  duties  were  lain.  BuX  it  was  not  the  rate  of  duty 
on  any  particular  article  which  funned  the  proper  subject 
for  comparison,  but  the  general  rate  of  duties  between  the 
two  countries.  And  here  he  would  ny  that,  while  tlie 
f  rcttt^mass  of  our  exports  were  received  by  Great  Britain 
at  a  duty  almost  nommal,  the  great  tmsa  of  Britisli  exports 
were  taxed  almost  to  prohibition. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  this  mini- 
mum wuuld  be  stricken  out,  and  that  if  gentlemen  are  re- 
solved to  increase  the  duty  on  woullens,  antl  carry  it  up 
even  beyond  the  tartfl*  of  1838,  they  would  ilo  it  openly 
mul  above-btiard.  If  we  are  to  pay  fifty,  sixty,  or  one 
liiiudred  percent,  fur  the  protection  of  the  domestic  manu- 
iWctures,  say  so  in  pUin  terms,  which  every  one  can  im> 
derstancl,  and  do  not  call  it  thirty-five  per  cent,  with  a 
minimum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  WERSTEU  then  addressed  the  f^enate  in  defence 
of  the  amendment  of  tliu  committee.  He  contended  that 
the  high  sounding  ad  valorem  duty  imposed  by  the  bill 
wias  fallaeious^  and  could  oidy  deceive  thuse  who  took  su- 

fterficial  views  of  the  subject  He  stated  that  the  wool- 
en  manufacture  was  now  on  the  point  uf  sticcess  or  the 
point  of  failure.  It  was  not  establislied  in  pi-o^erity,  nor 
w&a  it  prostrate.  He  described  the  woollen  interest  as  a 
luHOg  interest  from  1&34  to  the  prMcnttime.   He  asked 


genilemen,  who  opposed  tilis  amendment,  to  refute  this 
Htatement;  to  show  that  the  maiiufacturent  were  gruwhig 
rich,  and  not,  in  ttieir  attacks  on  the  propontioii,  lo  shi.^ 
ter  themselves  behind  general  principles.  He  cons;dei'ed 
the  ad  valorem  system  as  uncertain  and  deceptive,  inaa> 
much  as  invoice;*  from  England  could  he  shown  to  sustain 
any  price  which  the  importer  wished  to  prove  that  the 
fabrics  had  cost,  invuxes  were  made  up  fw  the  occa- 
sion, and  wutiid  continue  to  be  so  while  the  ad  valorem 
system  sliould  contimie.  He  stated  that  the  duty  of  six- 
teen cents  a  square  yard  on  the  article  of  flannels  was  in 
fact  a  minimum  duly,  because  it  placed  the  same  duty  uf 
sixteen  cents  on  flannel  which  cost  five  cents,  which  it 
laid  on  that  which  cost  fifty  cents.  The  adoption  of  the 
terms  was  merely  to  clussily  the  duties.  He  laid  it  down 
thatour  manufacturers  must  workup  ouf  own  wool.  This 
wool  is  too  fine  forthe  coarser  fiibric,  and  not  good  enou^ 
fur  the  finest;  and  here  the  foreign  article  woukl  be  in 
demand,  and  hence  the  efficacy  of  thisjnhiimum. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL,  after  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Ur.  WsBsTsn,]  observe^ 
that  this  amendment  embraced  almost  every  description 
of  woollen  goodat  six  different  kinds,  at  least,  he  believ 
ed,  were  included  in  it,  so  tliat  few  were  left  free  from  ita 
operation;  it  covered  almost  every^  importation  of  the  kind 
tliat  came  into  tliis  country.  He  wished  particularly  to 
direct  attention  to  the  effect  which  would  result  in  this 
case  from  the  immense  increase  that  would  take  place  in 
the  mode  which  the  bill  wuuld  carry  into  operation,  in  esti- 
mating the  duties  by  oalculatiiig  the  British  pound  sterling 
at  four  dollars  and  eighty  cents  in  place  of  four  dollars  and 
furty-fuor  cents.  Under  this  would  be  comprehended  one- 
^  tliird  of  the  w*liole  importations,  and  was  equivalent  to  an 
increase  of  tlurty-sevenand  a  half  per  cent.  It  amcAiiitcd 
to  a  prohibition  on  articles  of  necessary  use.  To  tlie  aiip- 
ply  required  by  our  popidation,  we  did  nut  manuliicturt 
within  ourselves  within  five  milhon  dollars  of  a  sufficien- 
cy. Seven  milliim  dollars  worth  of  fore.gn  articles  requir- 
ed by  us,  were  imported  last  year;  and  on  this  the  change 
the  increase  of  value  given  to  the  pound  sterling  wuuld 
be  tantamount  to  a  prohibition;  and  prohibitions,  when  of 
grinding  description,  often  resultetl  in  a  revolution. 
Gentlemen  talked  much  of  tlie  necessity  for  protection  to 
our  manu&ctures;  but  our  woollen  mafiufiietures  existed 
before  the  revolutionary  wan  even  prior  to  tliat,  one4Mlf 
the  people  wereclothed  in  their  own  manuliuitures.  Of 
the  period  antecedent  to  1812,  we  canspeak  without  hesi- 
tatiun;  and  it  is  known  thut  ttie  country  was  then  produc- 
ing more  than  tlie  oiie-lialf  of  all  that  was  worn.  It'nas 
as  clearof  proof  as  figures  could  make  it,  that  Irom  the  in- 
crease in  calculating  the  value  of  every  British  jiound'a 
worth  of  goods  imported  fi-om'four  dollars  and  fiH-ty-iuur 
cetitsto  four  dollars  and  eigluy  cents,  that  which  paid  fifty 
per  cent,  nominally  would  really  pay  eighty^ven  and  a  half 
cents.  But  we  were  told  a  boon,  forsooth,  wus  given  to  the 
South,  by  only  laying  five  per  cent,  on  cuume  woollens. 
On  makinga  caleulation  of  the  numbers  of  persons  in  the 
South  who  would  be  benefited  by  the  importation  of  this 
coarse  manufiiciurc  at  the  decreased  duty,  the  average 
benefit  would  be  one  suit  of  clothes  for  every  two  hundred 
inliabitants;  and  Charleston,  in  whose  favor  it  was  said  tbe 
alteration  was  made,  would  just  receive  twelve  suits  of 
clotlies.  A  boon  of  twelve  suits  uf  clothes  to  Charleston, 
and,  therefore.  Southern  gentlemrn  should  vote  for  tlie 
measure  in  consequence  of  this  enormous  liberality! 
The  theorj',  he  ctuitended,  of  the  imposition  of  duues 
tending  to  lessen  the  price,  was  altt^ther  ftllucioiisi  he 
was  surprised  at  such  a  doctrine  being msintaineil.  When 
the  duty  on  wool  wasraiseil,  waa  such  the  effect^  he  ask- 
ed. Il  gentlemen  were  sincere  in  the  belief  of  their  own 
doctrine,  this  duty  should  be  put  on  again.  He  again  ad- 
verted tothc  woollen  duties  under  the  act  of  1638,  the  bill 
of  abominations,  as  it  had  been  denominated  by  thf  gentle> 
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nun  rroro  Hasnchusetts,  sftcr  the  epithet  jtppliol  to  it  by 
thb  SttiiKtor  rrom  Mdr>l«iul,  [Mr.  Sxmt]  mad  arguvd  thNt 
tlie  pwseiit  bill  wouki  increue  those  duties  bryoiul  tlut 
bill,  tlioiirh  to  the  public  eye  apparently  leu,  ,by  the  in- 
enrAse  of  valuing  tlie  potiiul  slerliii|if  iit  four  il<ill;irj  and 
eif^hty  centa  from  fuurduliarsandforty-ruiircenbitkiidin  the 
item  utwier  cimsidcntion  of  thirty-five  percent.,  itwuiil<l, 
in  real  ty,  under  llits  mode  of  CHlunUtion,  amount  to  a 
dtify  of 54  3<100ths;  yet  the  frteudi  nf  the  mtriuure  fpive 
no  a«dit  tor  this  increase.  In  concliuion,  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  nut  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  drnied  thiil  any  dehisinn  was  pmctised 
on  the  peuple;  and,  ufl  regarded  tlie  principle  of  mini- 
mums,  it  WHS  also  well  mideritood  by  them. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSUN  sai<l  he  should  vote  for  strik- 
ing out  the  mitiiniiims  which  seemed  to  be  so  unpopuUr, 
and  a^ntt  which  much  excitement  existed;  iHit  tit  tlie 
Hme  time  he  expreuvd  his  deierminatinn,  at  a  proper 
perioflf  to  move  for  an  adequate  protection  to  the  omnch 
of  the  wiMllen  manu&ctures  pnnidetl  fur  by  them.  The 
duty  fixed  hy  the  House  was  certainly,  he  said,  too  low, 
and  would  result  in  tlie  total  ruin  of  the  raaiiufuctiires. 
He  thought  a  protection  of  from  sixty  to  8:xty-five  per 
cent,  wutihl  be  siifAcient,  and,  at  '«  proper  time,  would 
move  to  iiicreaNe  the  duty  to  ttmt  amount. 

lir.  CHAMBEHS  expressed  tin  ame  vicwi. 

The  quctftiun  was  tlien  taken  on  Ur.  Hatks'b.  amend- 
ment, ftriking  out  tliat  part  of  the  amendment  of  the  Com< 
mittee  on  Manufactures  which  provides  tliat  the  woollens 
of  the  value  of  fifly  cents  tim  square  yartl,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding twodulkirs  and  filty  cents  the  sqiurc  yard,  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  cout  two  dullttrs  and  fiily  cents  tlie 
square  yard.  It  was  decided  in  tlie  alfirnuiUve — yeas  34, 
nays  33,  aa  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chambers,  El- 
tii,  Ftmytli,  Fi-eliiigliuysen,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
Mangiim,  Marcy,  Miller,  Muorc,  Pumdexter,  Kubinsoii, 
Smth.  Ta«ew*ll,  Tipton,  Troup,  T)ler,  Wh.te.--24. 

NAYS.— Mi'sars.  Bell,  Cluy,  Clayton,  UullaH,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  HeiidrickH,  lluhiies,  Julinston, 
Kuight,  Naiidain.'Prentlss,  Bobbins,  Huggles,  Seymour, 
Sdibee,  Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Wnggdinati,  Webster,  Wil- 
kini.— 33. 

Mr.  CHAMBEBS  llien  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 

menr,  by  strikiii|f  out  in  tiie  seventeentli  line  the  VOrda 
ttiii-ty-five,  and  inserting  rixty  4  so  as  to  pUceHll  the  articles 
on  which  the  inin'mum  was  struck  out  at  a  duty  of  sixty 
per  ceifiiim  ad  v:d<ircm.  ' 

Mr.  WEBS'l'EK  said  this  made  the  question  whether 
the  Senate  would  raise  the  duty  fromlif.y  to  sixty  percent. 
Oil  Uiis  quciitiun  he  asked  I'oi*  the  yeas  and  na^s;  which 
were  ontered. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  observed  t^st  the  duty  was  now  fifty 
per  cent.  He  estimated  the  change  in  the  calculation  of 
the  poiinil  sterling  fi-om  four  dullars  and  foity-four  cents  to 
four  dollars  and  eighty  ceiitit,  as  over  four  and  tnrec- fourths 
per  cent  more)  the  value  of  the  interest  vtved  in  abulish- 
tng  the  credit  system,  at  six  per  cent.,  making  over  sixty 
per  cent.t  aml^addii^  to  these  the  freight  and  cumnns- 
Kioiis,  the  protection  was  coiintlermbly  over  aevenly^ve 

{lerovnL^  amlyet  gentlemen  wanted  mure.  Gentlenieii 
laving  a  majority  wwild  do  jtut  as  they  pleasedi  and  it 
WaH  tlierefore  useless  for  him  to  say  any  thing  mure  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  CLAY  supported  the  amendment  at  some  lenffth. 
He  spoke  of  tlie  impurtaiice  to  tliejiirmem  to  sujipurt 
this  bi-aiich  of  industry,  thoustinda  of  whom,  lie  saiil,  were 
turning  tlieir  attention  to  the  raising  of  aheepi  and  he 
hoped,  on  tltis  oecauon,  the  sheep  wuuld  not  be  nude 
■Capegoata. 

'J'he  quesiion-watthen  taken  on  Mr.  Cbambxbs's  amend- 
ment to  the  anwtubnent,  and  it  was  oarried-*y«a«  34,  ua}'s 
33,  aa  foUowfi 


VEAS — Hetsrt.  Bell,  Cluunbers,  Clay,  CIsytnn.  Dil. 
las,  Dickemon,  Dudley,  Ewhig,  Foot,  Fivlinitliujieis 
Holmes^  Johnalun,  Kniglit,  Naudaln,  Prentai,  Hohhiii^ 
Kii^lcs,  Si-ymoiir,  Silsbce,  Spragite,  TomUiison,  Wig- 
gaman,  Webs'er,  W.llcins.— 34- 

NAYS.-^Messrs.  Benton,  Hibb,  Brown,  Biickner,  F.in% 
Foruyth,  Grundy,  H<iyi)e,  Heitdrxka,  H<ll,  Ksne,  f^tig, 
Mungiiin,  Mitrcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Fuindexter,  KotHiMSi 
Sm  th,  'l'azewell,Tipton,  Troup,  White.-— 33- 

The  questioii  then  cum.ng  up  on  tint  amendment  n 
amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H  AVNE,  the  amendment  wis  divided, 
so  ns  to  take  the  question  on  the  first  or  lowest  miniouOk 
The  question  waa  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  mp. 
tive,  as  followsi 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chamben,  Chty,  Clayton, D>Dii, 
Dxkenon,  Dudley,  Bwing,  Foot,  Frelingliuysen,  HkIidc^ 
Johnston,  Kniglit,  ffaiidaui,  Prentiss,  K<»bbin\  Kug)^ 
Seyiniwir,  Nilsbee,  Spraguc,  Tomlinsun,  Wagm!Oan,Wd* 
rter.  W.lkins — 33. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckiwr,  EITi^ 
Forsyth.  Gnnidy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kif, 
Mangum,  Marcv»  Miller,  Moore,  PiniwleXter,  RobinMe^ 
Smith,  TazeweiC  Tipton,  Tnmp,  T}ler,  White.— 24. 

So  the  firat  part  was  negat.ved. 

Tlie  queetion  wa*  then  taken  on  the  second  ptrt,i* 
amended,  and  decided  in  the  alHmiative,  aa  ftJIows: 

YEAS.— Mesira.  Bell,  Chamben,  Clay,  Clay  ton.  Mh^ 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewii^,  Foot,  Prelingliuysm, HulSM^ 
Juhnston,  Knight,  Nvndain,  PuindeXter,  Prentis^  Bobb  n^ 
Rui^les,  Seymour,  S  Isbee,  Sprague,  Tomlinsun,  Wij- 
ganun,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 35. 

NAYS.— Mi-Bsrs.  Benton,  B.bh,  Brown,  Buckner,  QK^ 
Furayih,  Gramly,  Hayiie,  Hendricks,  Ull,  Kane,  Bnj, 
MiiDgum,  Mjircy,  .M.ller,  Moore,  Kobtnson,  Smilli,  Tttt- 
well,  Tipttin,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 33- 

Mr.  POINDEXTKR,  having  voted  umler  a  mtOilBt, 
moved  to  reconsider  this  vote;  which  was  agreed  tii. 

Mr.  KWING  muved  to  amend  tbcameinlnientbyttrik- 
ing  out  words  W1  as  to  make  it  read,  "And  on  sUnCt 
manufactures  of  wtK>l,  or' of  which  wool  shall  beaon» 
ponent  part,  tliere  sliall  be  levied  a  duty  «>f  tliirty-fivepW 
centum  ad  vahireni."    Agreed  to,  as  tdllowa: 

YEAS  Messn.  Bell,  Buckner.  Chambers,  Cisy.  Cl^ 

toil,  Dallu^  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FrtG^- 
huysen,  tloluies,  Johnston,  Knight,  N«ndain,  Pre«t>^ 
Rubliins,  Huggles,  Seymour,  ,S)l^«e,  Sprague,  TooiU- 
son,  Waggaman,  Webifter,  Wilkins- — 35. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bihb,  Brown,  Elll%  Por^ 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendiick'S  H.ll,  Kane,  King,  HsnjpHH 
Marcy,  Miller,  Hix>re,  Poindexter,  Bubinson,  Smith,  1^ 
well,  Tipton,  Tronp,  Tyler,  Wliite.— 33. 

1'he  question  was  rflln  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  kcom 
part  of  lUe  amemlment,  which  reads  thus:  And  all  ^■^ 
other  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  i»  a  comp"' 
iient  part,  shall  pay  a  duty  of  sixty  per  centum  sd  ^ 
remt"  ami  was  deeded  in  the  negative,  as  fullovc 

YKAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  DiI- 
las,  Dickerson,  l>udley,  Ewing,  Foot,  PrehnghMji* 
Hidmea,  Jolnurton,  Kmght,  Naudain,  Prentiss  Ki>bbi4 
Ku^le^  Seymour,-  Silsbet* ,  Spngue,  Tundinsun,  V/tfp- 
niuii,  Webster,  Wdk'in8.-^M. 

NAYS.— Meaini.  Benton,  B.bb,  Brown,  Buckner,  BI^ 
Furgyth,  Grnndy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kiifi 
Mangum,  Miller,  Marcy,  Moore,  puiiidexter,  HobiiM 
Smith,  Taxewell,  Tiptoji,  TroiiiJ,  fyler,  Wh.te.— 34. 

I'he  VICE  PKESIDEN  T  voted  in  tiie  negative. 

Mr-  WEBSTER  then  moved  to  amend  the  bJlin«* 
second  arctioa  by  stinking  out  fifty,"  and  insertwg  ""^ 
ty-seveii,"  so  as  to  increase-the  woollen  duty  to  the  Wttt 
aiMOUiit;  which  wasagreed  toby  the  following  vote: 

YEAS  Mewa.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dd- 

lai,  Dickeraoa/  Dudlejr,  Bwiafr  Tool,  Frelii«huyMi. 
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Hotmrs,  Johnttton,  Knight,  Naudain,  Prentiia,  RobbinB, 
Riig^es,  Sejrmour,  Silsbee,  Spra^ie,  TlptODt  Tomliiuon^ 
Wa^man,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 25. 

NAYS.— Heairs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  EUii, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks  Hilt,  Kane,  Ktn^, 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindexter*  Robitmn, 
Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wbite.— 33. 

A  nutnber  of  other  amendmeDta  were  offered,  and 
•cted  on  without  debate;  aXtet  which,  the  bill  was  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  y^bole  aa  amended <  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


SATirauAT,  JotT  7. 
FRENCH  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  convention  made  between  the  United 
States  ai>d  bit  Majesty  the  Kin(f  of  the  French,  at  Puia, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  CHAM- 
BERS to  amend  the  \m  by  proriiUng  that  commerce 
shall  be  eonaidered  by  the  commimonm  as  hwfitl  com- 
merce, which  watnotprohilutedby  the  Im  ofdwVnited 
States. 

After  some  discuarion,  Mr.  CHAMBERS  withdrew  Us 

amendment. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting- a  provision  that  the  deciwons  ahidl  be  published. 
The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ex- 
tending the  term  of  the  commisucm  from  two  to  three 
years. 

The  amendment  was  negiit*n'ed--yeaa  7,  nays  35. 
^   The  bill  was  then  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr-  SPRAGUE  then  renewed  his  motion  to  amend,  so 
as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  publish 
their  deci^nn,  with  the  grounds,  and  that  any  person 
may  obtain  them  on  p^yinff  tiie  proper  fees,  and  be  at 
Tiberty  to  publish  them. 

The  question  was  then  takeni  and  the  motion  wis  ne- 
gmtivcd--yeaa  14,  nays  29. 

The  amendmenu  were  then  directed  to  be  engtowed, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tine. 

THfe  TARIFF.* 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  motion  pending  being  by  Mr.  SiLaaii,  to  insert 
''except  ravens  duck,  which  shall  be  four  cents  per 
aquare  yard.** 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  five  cents,  but  withdrew  bis 
motion. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  having  been  gone  through,  witii  the 
exception  of  the  following,  which  was  renewed  at  the 
request  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina: 

*'  Ail  manufactures  of  iron,  partly  finished,  shitll  pay 
the  same  rates  of  duty  as  if  entirely  fantshed.  All  vesseU 
of  cast  iron,  and  all  castings  of  iron,  with  ban^es,  rings, 
hoops,  or  other  addition  of  wrowht  iron,  shall  pay  the 
same  rate  of  du^  aa  if  made  entir^y  of  cast  iron" — 

llie  question  being  in  concurrence  with  this  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  HAYNE  read  a  memorial  firom  about  thir^  or  fort^ 
blacksmilha  of  Philadelphia  against  the  prindple  of  thu 
clause,  and  referred  at  length  to  the  evidence  taken  be- 
fore a  former  Committee  on  Manufitcturci^  when  Mr. 
Sarchet  was  examined  by  tiie  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
to  show  the  untenable  character  of  the  proportion. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  stated  that  the  clause  was  only  in- 
serted to  prevent  fraudi^  which  were  now  common. 

The  question  was  then  tndered  to  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

▼oL.  vul — rc 


After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  DALLAS,  the  question 
was  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Bell.  Buckner,  Chambon,  Cbiy,  Cluy- 
ton,  Dallas,  Dickerson.  Dudley,  Earing,  Foot,  Freling- 
huyten,  Hendricks,  Holmes^  Johnstcwi,  Koight,  Naudaln, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Silsbce,  Bpn^fue,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  WilUns.— 36. 

NAYS.—Mesars.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  ElUs,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum.  Marcy.  Mil- 
ter, Moore,  Pmndester,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 21. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  insert  **  four"  cents  as  the  duty 
on  cotton  bagging,  instead  of  "  three  and  a  half'  eenU  a 
square  yard. 

The  yeai  and  ni^s  were  ordered. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CHAMBBBS,  in  expbma- 
tion  of  the  reasons  which  woold  induce  him  to  give  a  dif- 
ferent vote  intiie  Semtefrom  that  whiiA  he  gsra  in  cob* 
mittee. 

The  queatiiKi  was  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  CUy,  CUy- 
ton,  DaUaa,  IKekerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelingbuysen, 
Hendricks,  Htdme^  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Prentiss, 
Kid^iiiH,  Seymour,  Bilsbec,  Sprague,  Upton,  Toodinsen, 
Wamtnan,  Webster,  Wilkins.— ^5. 

lUYS  Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dudley,  Elfis,  Forsyth, 

Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  fing,  Mangum,  lUrcy,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  Foindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taxewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White,— 21. 

Tlw  nu)tion  was  again  made,  which  was  negatived  in 
Gomnuttee,  to  strike  out  "  palm  leaf  or  palmetto  hate.*' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — yeaa  35,  nays  S3. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  to  atrike  out  the  pro^  in  the 
second  section,  as  follows: 

*'  Provided,  That  all  articles  manufactured  in  whole  of 
sheet,  rod,  hoop,  bolt,  or  bar  Iron,  or  of  iron  wur,  or  of 
which  sheet,  rod,  hoop,  bolt,  or  bar  iron,  or  iron  wire, 
shall  constitute  the  greatest  wei^t,  and  which  are  not 
otherwise  apeoficd,  shall  pay^e  same  du^  per  pound 
that  is  charged  by  this  act  on  shec^  rod,  hoop,  boH,  or 
bar  iron,  or  iron  wire,  of  the  sune  number  respective^." 

ivKHiir»  axssios. 

At  five  o'clock  the  Senate  resumed  its  busineasi  when 
Mr.  MILLER  moved  further  to  amend  (he  IriU  by  attik* 
out  the  nxtb  section,  as  fbllows: 

Sac.  6.  Jnd  be  it  further  enadedy  That,  from  and  after 
the  3d  day  of  March  aforeaud,  the  duties  on  alt  wod, 
manufrctures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  ia  a  component 
part,  dull  be  pud  in  caab,  without  dbeoont,  or,  at  tiie 
option  of  the  importer,  be  placed  in  the  public  atorea, 
under  bond,  at  his  risk,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
customary  storage  and  charges,  and  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  while  so 
stored:  Fnmdtdt  That  the  duty  on  the  atticlea  so  sbaed 
shall  be  paid  one-half  in  three,  and  one-half  in  nx  month* 
from  the  date  of  imputation:  iVeviderf,  oJu,  That,  if  any 
instalment  of  duties  be  not  paid  wlien  the  same  shall  have 
become  due,  so  much  the  |sid  merchandise  as  mav  be 
necessary  to  discharge  such  instalment  shall  be  sold  at 
public  suction,  and,  retaining  the  sum  neceastry  fbr  the 
payment  of  such  instalment  of  the  duties,  togetber  with 
the  expenses  of  safe  keeping  and  sale  such  goods,  the 
overplus,  if  any,  shall  be  returned  by  the  collector  to  the 
imptuter  or  owner,  or  to  his  agent  or  hwful  representa* 
tive:  jtnd  proeitbdt  aJaOf  That  the  importer,  owna>,  or 
eoDWnee  of  auch  goods  may,  at  any  time  after  the 
deposite  shall  have  been  made,  withdnw  the  wb^  or 
any  part  thereof,  on  paying  the  duties  on  what  uaj  be 
withdrawn,  and  the  cuMtNiMiy  itemge  and  efaaigea^  mid 
interest 

After  a  debate,  the  motion  was  n^sSived,  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brownj.Hli%  FofRtb,  Grua- 
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djr,  Htyne,  Kane,  Kioff,  Mangum,  Miller.  Poindezter, 
Robinion,  Smith,  Ttsewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 17- 

NATS.— Meflm.  Bell.  Buckner,  Chambers,  CUy,  CUy- 
toD,  DalUs,  Diclcerson,  Dudley,  Ewin^,  Foot,  Frelinj^uy- 
•en,  HendrickB,  Hill,  Holmei,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy, 
Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Seymour,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
W^rgaman,  Webstn-,  Wilkins— 27. 

Mr.  HATNE  said  he  had  several  amendments,  which 
he  deued  to  offer  to  ftia  bill;  but  as  he  would  aroid  un- 
neceMarilr  consuming  the  time  af  the  Senate,  he  had 
eonduded  not  to  offer  an^,  the  prineiptca  of  which  had 
been  decided  againit  Hit  aiiMndroentt»  therefore,  were 
reduced  to  two,  one  of  which  be  riiould  offer  at  that  time, 
retuning  the  other  until  the  bill  shoukl  have  been  gone 
through  with.  The  one  he  was  now  about  to  offer,  re- 
lated to  the  minimum  on  cottons.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
this  ahoQld  be  retained  after  the  Senate  had  rejected  the 
same  principle  with  regard  to  woollens.  Mr.  H.  moved  to 
■trikeaUout  theprovisioninthe  second  section,  as  follows: 

JSnd  pmiidedt  That  all  tnanufscttirei  of  cotton,  or  of 
which  cotton  duiH  b«  component  part,  not  d^ed,  colored, 
printed,  orstained,  notexeeeding  in  value  itartf  cents  the 
square  yard,  shall  be  valued  at  thir^  cents  |>er  square 
jrard;and  if  dyed,  colored,  printed,  or  stained,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  not  exceecting  in  value  thirty-iiTe  cents  the  square 
yard,  shall  be  valued  at  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  KNIGHT  and 
CLAY,  and  supported  by  Mr.  TAZEWELL. 

Mr.  HATNE  said  that  gendemen  contended  for  the 
mtiumtun  on  wooUena,  on  the  ground  of  tlie  high  Aaty  on 
the  importation  of  the  raw  material.'  But  tins  did  not 
apply  to  cottons,  on  the  raw  material  of  which  there  was 
only  a  nominal  duty,  and  wluch  was  supplied  wholly  in 
the  country.  If  gentlemen  would  ajfree  to  put  cottons 
at  a  revenue  duty,  say  fifteen  per  cent.,  he,  for  his  part, 
would  cheerfully  agree  that  cotton  might  be  brought  in 
ftee  of  dn^.  The  gentleman  flum  Kentucky  had  ex- 
hibited that  morning  some  cotton  goods  made  at  one  of 
ttie  Northern  factories,  and  he  confessed  that  he  himself 
had  been  astonished  at  their  cheapncsa.  But  thn  furnish- 
ed an  abundant  reason  why  the  duty  should  be  reduced. 
If  cotton  goods  can  be  made  so  cheap,  why  this  enormous 
dQij}  Gentlemen  say  that  they  can  make  the  cheapest 
cotton  goods  in  the  worldt  but  they  want  the  duty  high 
a  fence  to  keep  out  the  enemy.  This,  Mr.  H.  said, 
via  an  avowal  that  the  mtem  was  to  be  perpetual. 

AAer  soma  remarks  from  Mr.  FOOT  in  opposition  to 
tile  motion,  the  question  was  taken,  and  it  was  rejected— 
yeas  17i  nays  27,  as  follows: 

TEAS. — Messrs,  Benton,  Brown  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Poin- 
dezter, Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wlute.~17. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dal- 
las Dtckeraon,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FreUnghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Htdmes,  Johmton,  Knight,  Marcy,  Naudain, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Spragiie, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Waggamsn,  Webster,  Wilkins. — 37. 

Mr.  DALLAS  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creawng  the  duty  on  slatea  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five 
per  cent. ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  23,  nays  33. 

Mr.  KING  then  moved  to  stnke  out  the  duty  of  16  cents 
per  square  yard  on  fianncla,  and  insert  30  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. Mr.  K.  Bud  he  merely  suggested  this  amendment 
Gentlemen  had  the  bill  in  their  own  hands,  and  could  do 
as  they  pleased  with  it.  His  object  was  to  make  the  du^ 
come  lighter  on  the  coarse  flannels  used  by  the  poor.  U 
30  per  cent,  was  not  a  sufficient  protection,  let  gentlemen 
aay  soi  and  if  they  wanted  a  higher  duty,  let  them  put  it 
on  the  higher  priced  article. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  Slid  that  tUs  question  had  been  (Us- 
cuased  the  other  day,  and  it  waa  then  perfectly  well  known 
4lat  the  redaction  wonld  break  op  the  flannel  manufiK- 
turca  of  the  conntiy. 


Mr.  KINO  sud  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  fim  Mtt- 
sachusetts  if  it  waaalso  perfectly  weU  known  that  flumeK 
covting  only  13^  cents  per  yard,  paid  a  duty  of  16  ceot^ 
and  that  flannels  costing  70  cents  fMid  no  more. 

After  some  fijrther  debate,  in  which  Meaua.  VEB> 
STER,  FOOT,  and  KING  took  part,  the  aucftioR  ns 
taken,  and  the  motion  was  rejected  by  the  following  Tote: 

YEAS. — Hesm.  Benton.  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gnin- 
dy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Uill«r,  Hoort, 
Poindexter,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 18. 

NAYS.— Measrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  mSu, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FrelingfauyieB,  Ho- 
dricks.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy,  Naudain,  Pres- 
tisB,  Bobbins,  Bobinson»  Seymour,  Silsbre,  Spngue,T^ 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  WilkiM— 28. 

Mr.  HAYNE  tben  rtiac  to  offer  the  last  amendmnlbe 
should  offer  to  tliia  bill.  Hehadlookcd  over  this  bill, ui 
was  satisfied  that  many  of  the  duties  provided  ntngedm-  i 
aiderably  over  100  per  cent.  Thia  gentiessen  btd  d^ 
niedi  and  he  now  gave  diem  an  opportunity  of  testingHiBr 
aincerity  by  their  votes  on  ibe  amendment  he  theIloSi:^ 
ed.  Mr.  H.  moved  further  to  amend  die  Inilbyiaseniv 
a  proviso  that  the  duties  in  no  ease  abotdd  exceed  lOOper 
cent  ad  valorem. 

Af^r  a  debate,  in  which  Mews.  DICKEBSON,  CLAT, 
HAYNE,  and  HOLMES  took  part,  the  question  wm 
teken,  and  the  notion  was  rejected— ^caa  1^  nays  38,  u 
ftdtowa: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  E^ia^  Fortyfli,  Gnit- 
dy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  IGlleT,  Moon, 
Poindexter,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Whitc.-l8. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clin- 
ton. Dallas.  Dickeivon.  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot.  Prelisf 
huysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight.  Mircf, 
Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Seymour,  Sil^t. 
Sprague,  Tipton,  T«iilini(»,  Wafgnoan,  Webster,  V3- 
ktns.— 38. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  then  m'oved  an  amendment,  the  efee: 
of  which  would  be  to  destroy  the  bill;  to  repeal  tbetuif 
of  '38,  and  leave  the  tariff  on  the  baua  of  the  act  of  I83i 
Mr."  F.  could  not  vote  for  that  bill — he  knew  it  would  do( 
be  received  as  a  peace-offering  by  those  for  nboin  it  va 
intended,  and  he  therefore  proposed  to  repeal  all  the  tt- 
venue  laws  except  the  act  of  1834,  and  leave  the  queitii» 
to  be  settled  at  the  next  sesnon  of  Congresi^  byreprats- 
talrrea  coming  fresh  ftrnn  the  people. 

Mr.  CLAY  suggeated  to  tne  gendeman  from  GtOft 
whether  it  would  nut  be  better  to  move  an  indefimte  poA- 
ponement  of  the  bill.  Although  he  would  not  pranK  U 
vote  for  it,  such  motion,  he  thought,  would  be  more  pa^ 
liamentary. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  replied;  after  which,  the  question  w 
taken  on  his  motion,  and  decidedinthe  negative,  as  ftdlon 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Brown,  EUrs,  Forsyth,  Gnudy,HijWi 
Hill.  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  HGIIer,  Hoore,  Poindexter. 
Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler.  White. — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell.  Buckner,  ChatDbers^  Cby.Clit- 
ton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  ^'rehngtmr- 
sen,  Hendricks.  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Mangum,  Prf» 
tiss,  Robbina,  Robinson,  Seymour.  Silsbee.  Smith,  Spnp>f> 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman.  Webiter,  Wilkins.— 37 

Mr.  SILSBEE  moved  further  to  amend  the  bi]l.bviJ- 
lowing  a  drawback  to  theownera  of  veaaek  and  stesisbaa 
to  the  amount  of  the  duty  paid  on  die  hemp,  flu^  i"*'' 
and  copper  used  in  th«r  equipment  and  construction. 

Mr.  HOORE  moved  to  amend  by  allowing  also  a  dn*- 
back  on  cotton  bagging  and  agricultural  iuipterocnt);  bO. 
after  a  discusuon.  in  which  Messrs.  CLAY,  SILSBEE 
and  SMITH  took  part,  withdrew  his  amendment 

The  question  waa  then  takeo  on  Mr.  Susan's  meliD^ 
and  it  was  negatived— yeas  5.  nays  38. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  mored  to  amend  the  biD  byuld- 
ing  a  duty  of  fire  per  centum  on  IncUan  blanket^  Sic. 
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The  quertion  was  taken,  and  decided  in  tiw  negative— 
yeu  20,  niLyB  26. 

Mp.  BENTON  then  morcd  to  amend  b3f  inserting  a 
tlrawback  on  Indian  goods. 

Mr.  CLAY  required  a  specification  of  Indian  goods^  in 
czK  of  obtaining-  which,  he  might  vote  for  the  proposition. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ^yeas  18,  nays  27. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
10  ceotsperfifty-ux  pounds  on  salt,  and  inserting  J  centsj 
which  was  dedded  in  the  negative—yeas  23,  nays  24. 

The  amendmenU  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  directed  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote.* 

YEA9.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Clayton,  DalUs,  Uickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot, 
FreLnghuysen,  Grundy.  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Marcy,  Naudun,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Seymour,  Bilsbee,  Smitii,  Sprague,  Tipton,  TtnaUn- 
son,  Webster,  Wilkins.— 31. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Hayne, 
Kane,  King,  Hangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindexter,  Taze- 
well, Tyler,  White  15. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  informed  the  Senate 
tliat  he  should  not  resume  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  ex- 
pressed his  wish  that  the  Senators  might  have  a  safe  re- 
turn to  their  families. 

At  half  past  sereo  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOKDAT,  JCLX  9. 

The  VicK  Pbuiobut  not  appearing,  the  Senate  was 
called  to  order  by  the  Secrelary,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CUAHB£»S,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Freudent  pro  tern.  The  balloting  then  took  place,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  46  votes  given  in,  wUoh  stood  m 
follows: 

Foindexter, 

Smith, 

Bell, 

Tazewell,  - 
Tyler,  - 

There  being  no  choice,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
a  second  time,  whicb  resulted  as  follows:  tiic  whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  being  46,  24  was  necessary  to  a  choice. 
Poindexter,    "     -         17      Bibb,  -  4 

Taxewell,  -         14      Bell.  -  1 

Smith,     -  -  7      Hayne,        -  1 

Mangum,  -  1       King,  -  1 

Mr.  S.MITa  then  rose,  and  said,  it  had  been  his  derire 
early  in  the  sesMon  not  to  be  considered  a  candidate.  In 
this  wish,  however,  be  found  that  he  differed  from  tiie 
opinions  of  lu«  friends,  and  be  had  conceded  his  own  de- 
sire to  gratify  theirs.  He  now  wished  to  be  considered 
as  withdrawn,  and  he  would  give  bb  own  vote  tor  a  mem- 
ber who,  in  point  of  talent,  was  inferior  to  no  man. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  a  third  ballot,  when  it 
appeared  that  47  members  had  voted,  of  which  24  were 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

Tazewell,  -         23      Hayne,        -  1 

Pmndexter,         -         19      King,  -  1 

Bibb,       .         .  3  ^ 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  a  fourth  ballot,  when  it 
appeared  that  47  members  were  present,  of  which  34  were 
necessary  to  a  chmce. 

Tazewell,  -         22      King,  -  1 

Poindexter,         -         22      Bibb.  -  1 

Hayne,     -  1 

The  Senate  tlien  proceeded  to  a  fifth  ballot,  when  it 
appeared  that  47  mamberi  were  present,  of  which  34 
were  necessary  to  a  choice. 

Taxewell,  .         24      Hayne,  1 

Poindexter,         .         31      Bibb,  1 
Mr.  Tabswxu.  was  therefore  declared  to  be  duly  elect- 
cd,  and  was  conducted  to  the  chur  hy  Mr.  SKira. 


15 

Hayne, 

1 

25 

Bibb, 

-  3 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  returned  tiwnfcs  in  a  vmce  in- 
au<Uble  in  the  gallery.  He  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
begged  to  offer  his  nncere  thanks  for  this  renewed  cour- 
tesy on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  Had  he  consulted  his  own 
inclinations,  they,  as  well  as  his  convictions  of  lus  own  in- 
capacity, would  have  induced  him  to  pursue  the  courw 
which  he  had  taken  on  a  former  occasion.  The  course 
which  was  then  dictated  by  a  most  profound  respect  for 
this  body,  m^t  now,  under  a  change  of  drcumitance^ 
be  considered  as  arrogant.  Therefore,  he  should  not,  on 
tliis  occsson,  decline  the  distinction  which  bad  been  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate  on  thia  occasion. 
The  wibhei  of  the  Senate  should  be  to  him  a  command, 
and  it  would  be  his  duty  most  promptly  to  render  obedi- 
ence. His  qualifications  for  the  station  were  few,  and 
those  of  the  commonest  kind.  Whatever  labor  could  ac- 
complidi.  should  be  accomplished;  and  by  no  relaxation 
of  his  exertions  would  he  be  induced  to  disappoint  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  Senate.  For  the  rest,  he  must  CMt  Urn* 
self  on  the  kindness  ofthis  body,  to  prevent  error  where 
it  could  be  prevented,  and  to  correct  where  it  could  no^ 
and  to  excuse  those  aberrations  whicb  could  n«tber  be 
prevented  nor  repaired.  As  the  time  pressed,  he  would 
not  detain  the  Senate  any  lonKer  than  to  repeat  his  nn- 
cere  thanks  for  the  honor  which  had  been  conferred  upon 
him,  and  his  reaamrancestbat  he  would  diacharn  the  du- 
ties of  the  station  with  what  abili^  he  nugfat  ,The  best 
could  do  no  more. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  usual  resolution^ 
to  inform  the  Presi<^t  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  b»d  elected  the 
Hon.  LiTTLSTov  W.  Taziwcix  to  be  the  Prendentof 
this  body  pro  tern.,  were  ad<^ted. 

THE  TASIFF. 

The  bBlin  alteration  of  Aeeerenl  a^  inpeang  duties 
on  imports  hanng  been  read  the  third  tamc^  tiw  qoeition 
was,  "ShaU  this  bill  psss>» 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  had  been  ezeeediiq^  dedreus 
tfaat  some  bill  should  pass  at  this  sesrion,  that  would  rc' 
lieve  the  public  burden^  and  in  some  degree  restore  quiet 
to  an  excited  section  of  the  country.  Under  these  fed- 
ings,  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  biUasiteaose  fromtiie 
House  of  Representativeai  but,  in  its  present  shape,  he 
eould  not  now  vote  for  it  On  account « the  maayameDd- 
mentamadeon  Sabirday,  it  was  imposMble  for  him,  at  the 
late  hour  at  which  the  question  on  the  third  reading  was 
taken,  to  arrive  at  such  a  result  as  to  be  fully  infOTmed  of 
the  effects  of  the  bill,  and,  therefore,  unwilling  to  put  it 
out  of  his  power  to  vote  finally  for  tlu  btU,  if  he  could,  on 
examination,  approve  it.  be  had  voted  fpr  tiic  third  read- 
ing.' He  bad  smeeobtiuned  sufficient  inforraatioD  to  satiiQr 
Mm  that  the  bill  gave  reliefi  that  H  contained  nothing 
calculated  to  aUay  the  ezdtement  thid  existed  against  the 
tariff  flvstemt  and  that,  in  some  instances,  it  went  beyond 
the  present  tariff.  He  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  vote 
against  the  bilL 

Mr.  WEBSTER  knew  not  what  calculations  had  been 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Teonesseei  but  he  was  satis- 
fied that  they  were  incorrect  The  present  biU  diminished 
cmsidetably  public  burdeu.  Mr.  W.  mentioned  nany 
articles  on  which  the  dutieahad  been  reduced,  vis.  sugare 
and  coffee.  Half  a  million,  he  said,  had  been  reduced  on 
woollens. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  did  not  believe  that  either  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  or  himself  was  Rustaken,  Utough 
their  views  were  different.  He  [Mr.  O.]  admitted  that 
there  had  been  a  reduction  on  wines  and  nlks,  but  none 
on  those  artides  of  universal  consumption,  iron  and  wool- 
len goods. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  had  cheridicd  honct  of  aoaw  eqidta. 
bk  ai^uitnieiit  of  die  tariff,  until  tUa  nil  eeme  ftom  the 
Houiei  and  although  it  ^not  goaibrMhe  thought 
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the  iggriered  Stiitet  hud  s  right  to  demandt  yet  he  had, 
with  Mioe  difficult,  brought  mnuelf  to  the  concluaioii  to 
vote  Tor  it  u  a  partial  relief  A  change,  hovever,  had 
taken  place  in  this  bill,  that  had  been  reiy  property  al- 
luded to  by  the  Senator  from  TenneiMe.  That  change 
hat  taken  the  burden  oS  fimn  the  manufiutnren,  and 
placed  It  on  thoae  who  were  least  able  to  bear  it.  The 
course  puTauedby  the  fiicnda  of  the  bill  ^owed  that  this 
was  to  be  a  permanent  syatemi  that  they  would  not,  for  a 
moment,  listen  to  the  complainta  of  their  oppressed  bre- 
thren,  but  would  carry  through  their  scheme  by  the 
strength  of  numbers.  The  bill  they  had  made  relieved 
only  those  who  were  already  protected,  while  it  increased 
the  burden  of  those  whv  were  tufFerinj*  under  the  system. 
In  one  word,  H  was  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman  firm 
Kentucky,  intended  for  the  benefit  of  that  interest  that 
grasps  at  every  thing,  and  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing. 
Mr.  K.  said  he  couhl  ncA  now,  and  never  would,  vote  for 
auch  a  bill,  be  the  consequences  what  they  might.  One  of 
his  greatest  deures  had  been  to  relieve  the  prevailing  ex- 
ritementi  bat  this  bill  was  so  mohstrous,  so  much  at  va- 
riance with  die  proadsea  and  professions  of  those  who 
fanned  it,  as  to  leave  no  hope  but  that  the  ^stem  is  to  be 
continued  for  an  indefiiute  fame. 

Mr.  HATNE  rose,  and  said  he  must  throw  lumself  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  state  the  reasons  which 
should  induce  him  to  vote  aguinst  the  bill. 

I  am  well  aware,  Mr.  Prendenf,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  no- 
thing that  can  be  now  said  will  have  the  slightest  effect  on 
the  votes  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  «dejandl  know  that 
the  House,  at  this  late  period  of  the  sesson,  is  too  impa- 
tient <^  dday  to  adnrit  of  protracted  (fiscuasion  on  any 
question.  Still  I  Indulge  the  hope  that  tiiey  will  consent 
to  hear  what  I  promise  them  shal]  consist  of  little  more 
than  a  bare  statement  of  my  objections  to  the  bill.  I  am 
uppoaed  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  Mr.  President, 
because  it  contaioa  all  tbt  ofajectioMble  features  of  the 
existing  tariff. 

It  recognises  the  protectii^  ^st«m  aa  *' the  settled  po- 
licy of  tin  counby."  Ever  ance  the  commencement  of 
tlua  ty^bemt  ftwn  the  year  1816^  nay*  from  the,  begioninr 
of  the  war  to  the  present  time«  man  has  alwajrs  ensted 
in  the  actual  concUtion  of  the  country  seme  reason,  or  a 
plauuble  excuse,  for  a  system  of  hi^  duties.  During 
the  war  we  wanted  money  to  carry  it  on;  and  after  the 
pe«ce,  the  enormous  public  debt  which  was  left  upon  our 
hamis  rendered  high  duties  indispensable  to  enable  the 
country  to  fiilftl  its  obtigationa.  I  will  not  say  tliat  all 
the  duties  inclosed  were  necessary  to  revenue,  but  1  will 
fearlessly  assert  that,  but  for  tlie  demands  on  the  treasu- 
ry, the  system  of  high  duties,  which  have  acted  «o  power- 
fully for  the  protection  of  manufitctures,  would  never 
have  been  established,  and  could  not,  poe«bly,  have  been 
nuintidned  for  a  nnrie  year.  The  successive  tariffs  of 
1816,  1834i  and  183^  owed  their  exiatenoe  to  the  condi- 
tioo  of  the  oouBtiy  in  relation  to  the  public  debt,  and  the 
manuftcfairen  had  yeiy  adndtly  connected  a  protection 
to  tiidr  industry  i^th  nie  ceUecfaon  of  revenue  tor  the  re- 
demption  of  the  pttbUe  fiudi.  But  no«'  that  the  debt  is 
about  to  be  paid*  Uid  a  demand  on  tlie  treasury  for  twelve 
millions  of  dollMv  per  annum  is  about  to  be  entirely  re- 
moved, a  new  and  moat  interesting  question  arises,  whi 
ther  the  protection  of  manufactures  is  to  be  made  a  di 
tinct  ana  substantive  object  of  legislation;  and  whetlier 
taxes,  no  longer  ncMSsary  for  any  legitimate  public  ob- 
jeet»  are  to  be  levied,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  affcmling 
protection  to  tiie  manu&eturers.  It  wdl  be  seen  at  a 
g^lance  that  this  question  calls  upon  us  to  take  a  new  and 
most  important  step  in  the  legislation  of  the  country.  It 
will  be  admitted  on  all  hunds  that,  but  for  the  claims  of 
the  manufacturers  of  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron,  the  du- 
ties on  these  articles  would  now  be  reduced  to  fifteen  per 


one  hundred  per  cent.,  it  will  not  he  because  the  public 
want  the  money,  but  because  the  introduction  of  the  fb> 
reign  articles,  at  a  low  rate  of  duty,  would  interfere  vith, 
or,  as  i^ntlemen  will  have  it,  prostrate  this  branch  of  oar 
domestic  industi^.  The  standard  which  gentlemen  pro- 
pose on  this  subject,  b  not  the  wants  of  the  treasurr,  bat 
what  they  are  pleased  to  csU  adequate  protection  to  the 
manufiictureni.  It  must  be  obvious,  tnerefurc,  thit  to 
adjust  the  tariff  on  the  plan  now  proposed,  is  dlstfnctU  to 
recognise  the  principle  of  protection  at  the  settled  policf 
of  the  country — a  principle  to  which  I  can  nerer  f^ve 
consent  in  any  shape.  Let  me  not,  on  this  p^Rt,  be  mo- 
understood.  I  am  uo  enemy  to  the  manubetiirets.  1 
would  not  destn^  them  if  1  could.  Of  this  I  think  I  hut 
given  abundant  evidence  in  the  plan  I  proposed  at  Ac 
beginrung  of  the  seamon,  for  the  settlement  oF  thi»|;ml 
question.  The  resolution  which  I  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit as  an  amendment  to  that  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Clat,]  was,  in  substance,  a  proposition  ta  ^^ 
duce  the  revenue,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
to  the  wants  of  the  counti^.  I  proposed  to  do  thii  on 
principles  of  perfect  justice  and  equality,  and  to  pu.-d 
against  any  mock  to  the  manofecturera^  by  a  siulden 
duction  of  the  duties  to  the  lowest  revenue  standard.  T 
declared  my  entire  wilKngness  that  this  reduction  shnold 
be  gradual,  and  spread  over  several  years.  1  was  perfect 
\y  willing,  provided  the  duties  ^ould  be  finally  bron^ 
down  to  the  revenue  standard,  that  gentlemen  should  in- 
most take  their  own  time  for  the  Bccomplishmmt  of  the 
object.  Nor  did  this  proposition  involve  the  slightest* 
orifice  of  principle;  for  it  entered  into  my  plan,  tint  the 
debt  shonld  spread  over  several  years,  so  that  the  ii.ia 
should  be  brought  down  to  die  proper  point,  on  thefinl 
extinction  of  that  debt.  Sh*,  according  to  this  phn,  Ok 
manufacturers  would  have  enjoyed  an  incidental  protrc- 
tion  equal  to  the  amount,  of  duties  necessary  for  retenoe. 
1  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  &r  the  reduction  on  the 
protected  articles  would,  under  thia  system,  bave  bets 
carried.  I  presWBcdiat  fifteen  or  twen^  per  cent  ad 
lorera  would  have  been  found,  eventaally,  sufficiently 
allpurpoaea.  Ttus,asitseematome,  would,  with  ch*rs^ 
firei^t,  and  insurance,  have  amounted  to  a  proteciioi  ■ 
at  least  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent. ;  and  it  ha  ^ 
ways  appeared  to  me  that  if.  with  a  permanent  projec- 
tion of  one-third  of  the  cost  of  tlie  article  in  ibe  bn« 
market,  our  manufacturers  cannot  enter  into  a  succtssfJ 
competition  with  the  foreign,  they  must  be  tappi 
in  a  pursuit  most  unprofitable  to  the  country,  and 
sooner  it  is  sbandoned  the  better  for  all  partits  concernea- 
My  next  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  retains  tlie  imn- 
mums  and  the  specific  duties.  I  have  already  itited  »l 
Urge  my  objection  to  this  feature  in  the  bill,  and  vlW  Etf 
now  repeat  what  I  then  said.  I  will  only  here  add,  isrn 
additional  objection,  that  the  minimums  and  sptcificcu- 
tics  create  a  perpetually  increasing  tax  on  the  irt<» 
embraced  by  them.  It  requires  no  argument  to  ihw 
that  a  tax  of  eight  cents  a  yard  on  cottons  costing  a- 
teen  cents,  which  is  a  tax  of  only  fi(^-  per  cent.,  becnms 
one  hundred  per  cent,  when  the  article  is  reduceu  u 
eight  cents)  and  such  reductions  have,  for  yein  jbA 
been  going  on,  as  we  all  know,  in  relation  to  ^^"If?" 
cle  included  under  the  minimum  principle.  I  regard  w 
recognition  of  this  odious  principle,  in  the  InII  no*  btfr» 
the  Senate,  as  a  lasting  esUblis^tment  of  the  protubtlu? 
system  in  this  country.  Tlie  roiiumums  on  cotton*  *tn 
at- first  introduced  tor  the  purpose  of  encouraging  w 

Eroduction  of  coane  cottons.  We  are  told  th»i 
een  completely  successfult  tiiat  it  is  no  longer  ri«e»J7 
to  proteciion;  and  j  et  the  system  is  maintaine<l  i'"^""^'; 
because,  as  gentlemen  i^sis^  it  lias  no  operatio'i.  Tw 
minimums,  then,  are  to  be  introduced  to  build  "P'T" 
nufiicture,  and  are  to  be  retained  to  establish  aiK>n"po?- 


cent. tend  if  tliey  are  to  he  kept  up  to  fifty,  sixty,  or  for  if  fentlemcn  refiise  to  abolish  them  in  relitun 
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coarse  coUons,  we  can  never^  hereafWr,  expect  to  hare 
them  abolnhed  in  any  case  whatever. 

Another  and  most  iimiperable  objection  to  this  bill  is, 
that  it  raises  an  amount  of  revenue  greatly  exceedinfr  the 
wanta  of  the  Government.  This  fact  I  shall  fully  establish 
in  another  part  of  my  argumentt  but,  for  the  present,  as- 
suming it  to  be  tneontrovenible,  I  object  to  the  scheme, 
because  it  necessarily  leads  to  extravagant  expemlitures— 
to  appropriations  for  unconstitutional  purposes — to  a  dis- 
graceful scramble  for  the  public  money,  and  to  an  inju- 
rious dependence,  on  the  part  ai  well  of  tlie  States  as  of 
the  people,  on  the  federal  Government.  It  violates  the 
canliital  principlrsof  oui*  system,  and  must,  in  the  end,  cor- 
rupt the  whole  country,  and  endanger  our  free  institutions. 

Another  and  one  of  my  strongest  objections  to  this  bill 
is,  that  it  increases  the  evils  of  the  existing  system,  by 
aggravating  its  inequality  and  injustice.  The  great 
point  of  distinction  between  the  friends  of  die  free 
trade  and  the  advocates  of  the  protective  system,  arises 
from  the  different  views  as  to  the  policy  to  be  -pursu- 
ed in  relation  to  the  protected  and  unprotected  arti- 
cles. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CtAT]  and 
myself,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  differed  irre- 
concilably on  this  subject.  The  advocittes  of  the  Ameri- 
can system  insist  that  the  only  proper  subjects  for  federal 
taxation  are  those  foreign  articles  which  enter  into  com- 
petition with  similar  articles  made  or  produced  within -the 
United  States,  while  we  at  the  South  contend  there  is  nei- 
ther reason  nor  justice  in  subjecting  to  exorbitant  taxation 
every  article  which  we  receive  from  abroad  in  exchange 
for  our  productions.  The  ground  of  our  complaint  is, 
thnt  we  obtain  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron  from  Europe  in 
exchange  for  our  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco;  and  when  wc 
bring  them  into  our  own  markets  for  sale  in  competition 
with  similar  articles,  the  fruits  of  our  labor  and  capital  are 
subjected  to  a  diacriminttine'  tax  of  fron  forty  to  fifty  per 
cent,  for  tlie  benefit  of  tiie  labor  and  capital  of  our  North- 
ern bredtren.  This  we  believe  to  be  substantially  a  tax 
on  the  industry  of  the  Souti),  and  a  bounty  to  the  industry 
of  the  North.  It  is  not  my  present  purpose,  sir,  sntd  Mr. 
H-,  to  enlarge  en  this  topic,  which  I  have  endeavori^d,  on 
a  former  occasion,  to  explain  and  enforce;  but  if  there  be 
any  truth  in  the  ailment,  it  furnishes  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection to  this  bill,  which  is  so  arranged  as  to  throw  the 
entire  burden  of  taxation  on  the  protected  articles,  while 
the  unprotected  articles  are  to  be  admitted  duty  free.  We 
have  always  insisted  that,  while  duties  on  the  unprotected 
jirticles,  being  generally  articles'of  luxury,  operate  with 
perfect  equality  on  all  parts  of  the  country,  the  duties  on 
the  protected  articles  not  only  operate  most  unequally 
upon  the  different  sections  and  the  different  interests,  but 
that  they  are  also  of  the  nature  of  a  double  tax — first  on  the 
imported  article,  and  next-by  enliaiicing  tlie  price  of  the 
domestic  article.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  the  efforts 
tiiat  have  been  made  to  relieve  the  complaints  of  the  South. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  declares  lhat  no 
man  would  go  further  than  he  would  to  remove  those  com- 
plaints, though  he  believes  them  to  be  wholly  soundless. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  has  frequently  made  similar  declara- 
tions (luring  tlie  present  ses»on.  As  to  the  gentleman's 
friendly  dispoMtion,  I  have  notiiingto  say;  but  I  an  bound 
to  my  to  him  in  perifect  candor,  that  I  have  no  evidence  of 
such  (tisposition  in  his  acts.  How  far  he  may  be  disposed 
to  go,  I  know  not;  but  he  certainly  has  not  advanced  one 
step,  no,  not  one  inch,  in  furtherance  of  hisdeclared  object. 

Sir,  this  bill  holds  out  no  relief  to  the  South.  Wc 
have  never  uttered  one  word  of  complaint  against  thc 
dutics  on  the  unprotected  articles^  they  were  Imposed  fur 
revenue)  and  to  any  fair  and  equal  revenue  system  we  do 
not  object.  Our  complunta  hare  been  levelled  against 
the  duties  imposed,  not  for  i-evenue,  but  for  protection. 
And  gentlemen  gravely  propose  to  redress  our  grievances 
by  takuig  off'  all  the  revenue  duties,  and  leavit^  the  priv 


tecting  duties  untouched.  Sir,  as  to  the  mighty  boon 
conferred,  forsooth,  by  a  low  duty  on  negro  cloth  and 
coarse  blai^ets,  I  have  only  to  say  that  gentlemen  seem 
entirely  to  misunderstand  the  character  of  the  Southern 
people*  they  treat  us  like  spoiled  children,  to  be  bribed 
with  sugar  plums,  pleased  with  a  rattle,  tickled  with  a 
toy.  But  what  are  the  grounds  of  our  complaints?  Is  it 
that  we  pay  a  high  tax  upon  a  few  articles  of  negro  cloth- 
ing? No,  sir,  it  is  because  every  article  which  we  receivo 
from  abroad,  in  exchange  for  our  productions,  is  enor- 
mously taxed)  it  is  because  duties  to  the  amount  of  from 
forty  to  fifty  per  cent,  on  MO,(X>U,OOQ  of  our  importation^ 
procured  by  Southern  industry,  are  imposed  as  a  bounty 
to  the  industry  of  a  more  favored  section  of  the  Union, 
that  we  have  called  in  question  the  justice,  the  policy, 
and  the  right  of  imposing  oii  us  a  system  absolutely  fatal 
to  our  prosperity.  Aud  what  is  the  amount  of  this  mighty 
boon  to  tlie  South?  According  tu  an  estimate  which  1 
hoUl  in  my  hand,  tlie  negro  cloth,  covered  by  the  low  duty 
under  this  bill,  will  amount  to  about  S239,600{  coarse 
blankets,  umler  scvent>-fi*e  cents,  to  about  $100,000) 
the  saving  on  which  two  articles  would  just  amount  to 
;^113,000;  and  the  share  of  South  Carolina  would  be  just 
about  110,000;  a  sum  quite  sufficient,  no  doubt,  in  the 
estimatiun  of  gentlemen,  to  bribe  her  to  an  acquiescence 
in  the  American  ^stem. 

I  lure,  ur,  still  another  objection  to  this  bill)  it  intro- 
duces new  and'oppresnve  features  in  the  protecting  sys- 
tem. Woollens  of  every  description  are  to  be  subjected 
to  cash  duties;  while  other  articles  are  to  be  entitled  to 
credits  of  three  and  six  months.  Why  this  discrimination? 
Is  there  any  reason  or  justice  in  it?  Can  Uieie  be  anv 
object  in  it,  but  to  discourage  the  importation  of  wool- 
lens, and  to  open  a  door  to  a  system  of  discriminating  du- 
ties, by  which  particular  arttcK-s  may  be  excluded  by 
oppressive  regulations,  at  the  discrettoti  of  Coiigreai?  I 
object,  sir,  likewise,  most  pointedly,  to  the  diminution  of 
the  credits,  the  only  effect  of  which,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
will  he  to  embarrass  commerce,  lessen  the  capital  employ 
ed  in  tnule,  and  cripple  the  commercial  resources  of  the 
country.  It  will,  mureox'er,  to  a  great  extent,  throw  the 
trade  into  the  hands  of  the  wealthy  capitalist,  and  do  an 
irreparable  injury  to  the  small  importer,  the  retui  dealer. 
Nor  can  it  escape  our  notice  that  by  this  bill  new  and  in- 
quisitorial powers  have  been  granted  to  the  appraisers. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  last  point  on  which  I  propose  to 
touch — the  true  character  and  practical  effects  of  this 
bill.  We  are  about  to  arrange  a  permanent  system  of  re- 
venue adapted  to  a  state  of  pi-ofunnd  peace,  after  the  total 
extinction  of  the  jtnblic  debt.  To  establish  a  rate  of 
duties  now,  no  higher  than  those  imposed.in  1828,  a  re- 
duction at  least  of  from  twen^  to  thirty  per  cent,  on  cerr 
article  paying  specific  duties  IS  indispensable.  Since  182^ 
tiicre  has  been  a  connderable  reduction  in  the  prices  of 
all  the  articles  embnci^  in  our  tariff — a  reduction  which 
is  progressively  gmng  on;  and  it  requ'res  no  argument 
to  show  that  every  reduction  of  price  operates  as  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty.  The  duties  under  the  act  of  1828 
arc,  therefure,  much  higher  now  than  Ihey  were  when 
that  act  was  imposed.  As  an  illustration  of  this  branch 
of  the  BuMect,  I  will  eall  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  (tst,  that  when  a  duty  of  thirty  dollar^  a  ton  was  im* 
pused  on  rolled  iron,  it  cost  eleven  pounds  sterUng,  so  that 
the  rate  of  duty  on  the  article  wa4  then  fifty-nine  per 
cent,  t  but  the  same  duty  now  on  such  iron  at  the  present 
reduced  price  would  be  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  per 
cent.,  making  a  difference  of  one  hundfcd  ami  eight  per 
cent.  It  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  duly  from  thirty-seven 
to  thirty  dollars  per  ton,  but  thirty  dollars  at  existing 
prices  is  a  much  higher  duty  than  thirty-seven  dolLrs  in 
1838.  The  same  thing  is  true  uf  cottons  under  tiie  mini- 
mum price  of  thirty-five  cents.  And  every  one  must 
know  that  sixteen  cents  the  square  yard  on  flannels  «hich 
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may  be  had  for  twelre  cents,  is  a  much  higher  dut^  tiian 
twenty-two  cents  a  square  yard  at  the  former  pnces  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  centS{  so-  that  every  gentleman  will 
perceive  at  omx,  titat,  in  taking  the  tarm  of  1828  as  the 
Btondard  for  tiiit  bill)  the  duties  will  be  oonnderably  in- 
creased beyond  what  Hiey  were  when  that  act  was  passed. 
The  truth  is,  Mr.  Prewdent,  that  there  has  been  a  con- 
■iderabte  fall  in  the  price  of  all  manubctured  articles,  not 
only  in  this  country,  but  in  Europe  and  throughout  the 
world.  No  mistake  can  be  {(greater  than  to  suppoae  that 
this  has  been  produced  by  the  establishment  of  manufiic- 
turefl  in  this  country.  It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  say  that 
the  introduction  of  cotton  manufactures  in  this  country, 
tor  instance,  to  an  amount  equal  to  two  or  three  per  cent, 
on  the  cotton  manufiictures  M  Great  Britain,  couM  reduce 
the  value  of  the  whole  of  the  latter  one-half;  and  yet  we 
know  that  the  cotton  manufactures  of  England  have  actu- 
ally fallen  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  price.  The  truth  is  that 
this  reduction  in  prices  has  fallen  indiscriminately  on  all 
articles,  protected  and  unprotected;  and  has  resulted  from 
genenl  causes,  in  operation  to  a  certain  extent  all  over 
the  world,  such  as  changes  in  the  currency,  improvements 
in  machinery,  and  a  diminution  in  the  wsa^  w  labor.  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  shr,  said  Mr.  H.,  an  omcial  document, 
riiuwtng  (he  extent  of  the  reduction  of  prices  of  manu- 
factured goods  of  every  description  in  Great  Britain,  be- 
tween the  years  1811  and  1839i  an  examination  of  which 
will  satisfy  gentlemen  of  the  true  state  of  the  case.  Mr. 
H.  here  re^  from  the  table  the  following  abstract: 


Tiran. 


Maitufadura  and  product  of  Great  Britain. 
Ofllcial  value. 


DpcIstkI  orae-  Rdaitve 
tual  value.  nroiiortHin. 

1811  £31,723.533  £30,850,618  100—141 
1829  £55,465,725  £35,212,873  100—  64 
On  the  whole,  equal  to  about  forty-five  per  cent  reduction. 

Of  the  articles  embraced  in  the  anove  tables,  it  fur- 
ther appear^  sir,  that  the  cotton  manu&etures  liave 

ftllen  -      55  per  cent. 

Woollen  manufactures  •  -  -  •  33 
Linen  do.  -       -       -       -  45 

Silk  do.  .       -       .       .  55 

And  1  hardly  think,  siud  Mr.  H.,  that  any  one  will  seri- 
ously contend  that  these  reductions  in  prices  in  Enf^iid 
have  been  produced  bjr  American  coropetitinn! 

Let  us  now,  Mr.  Pre«den^  ezaitune  the  last,  and,  1  must 
think,  an  insuperable  objection  to  this  bill.  I  mean  iis 
efFect  upon  tlie  revenue.  From  an  attentive  examination 
of  its  prurittons,  1  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  makes  no 
reduction  whatever  on  the  entire  class  of  protected  arti- 
cles, and  that  whatever  reduction  is  to  'effected  by  it,  must 
be  produced  only  by  the  abolition  of  the  duties  on  the 
unprotected  articles.  I  will  go  further,  and  state  my  con- 
viction that  on  the  protected  articles  the  a^regate  of 
the  duties  would  be  increased,  and  not  ^miniahed,  by  this 
bill.  This  1  will  endeavor  to  show,  not  by  instituting  a 
comparison  between  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  other 
House,  and  as  it  now  statids,  but  by  comparing  it  with  the 
tariff  of  1828. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  profess  to  be  very  skilful  in 
figures,  nor  can  I  rely  entireMon  the  accuracy  of  calcula- 
tions which  have  been  very  na^ly  made.  I  liave  looked 
into  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  however,  as  carefully  as 
the  shortness  of  the  time  would  permit,  and,  to  Htisfy  my- 
self that  1  have  bllen  into  no  materiid  errors,  liave  con- 
sulted several  persons  on  whose  accuracy  I  hare  the  most 
entire  reliance;  one  of  them  a  gentleman  of  high  charac- 
ter and  a  skilful  accountant,  now  a  member  of  the  other 
House.  All  of  these  gentlemen  have  concurred  in  the 
general  result,  that  tlie  b^ll,  as  it  came  from  the  House, 
und,  much  more,  as  it  now  stands,  actually  increases  the 
existing  duties  on  tlic  protected  articles  to  an  amount  vari- 
ou^y  estimated  at  frr-m  half  a  million  to  a  million  ami  a 


half  of  dollars.  To  me,  however,  sud  Mr.  H.,  it  would, 
T  confess,  be  comparatively  unimportant  whether  thii  bill 
is  to  effect  a  reduction  of  a  few  hundred  thousand  dalbn 
on  the  protected  articles,  as  contended  for  by  the  Sentot 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wnsraa,]  or  is  to  incresM  tbe 
duty  b^  an  equal  amount  Nothing  short  tX  a  ubttanlal 
reduction,  a  reduction  to  tbe  fair  revemic  standard,  would 
have  been  at  all  satisfactory  to  me  (  a  few  hundred  Aoi. 
sand  dollars,  more  or  leas,  in  adpusting  a  revenue  t^twcn- 
ty-fiveor  thirty  millions,  being  of  very  littie  importance  ia 
my  estimation.  But  let  us  see  how  the  fact  standi!  Tbe 
amount  of  the  present  duties  on  the  protected  articles, 
according  to  a  calculation  which  i  hold  in  my  hand,  found- 
ed on  the  comparative  statement"  submitted  to  Con- 
gress from  the  treasury  on  tbe  8th  May  last,  is  15,000^000 
dollars;  of  this  amount,  it  was  proposed  by  the  treaany 
scheme  to  take  off  taxes  from  the  protected  articlei  to  tlu 
amount  of  3,674,537  dollars.  While  <^  the  unprotected 
articles,  amounting  to  about  9,000,000  dollars,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  off,  iKiminally,  6,416,016  dollars,  but,  in  act, 
not  more  than  two  millions  and  a  half,  ((4,665,75U  of  tbe 
said  amount  having  been  already  reduced  by  tbe  acti 
1830.) 

So  fer,  therefbre,  as  the  un|m>teetcd  artieles  alt  em- 
braced in  this  statement,"  it  cannot,  of  course,  be  mtde 
the  basis  of  our  calculations,  because,  as  any  one  viU  kc, 
who  will  look  at  that  statement,  it  gives  six  miUionsas  tbe 
amount  to  be  reduced  on  these  articlea;  whereas  four  lul- 
lions  of  that  amount  had  already  been  taken  off  ttm  nit, 
coffee,  cocoa,  molasses,  and  teas,  under  the  act  of  Mf, 
1830,  and,  of  course,  cannot  be  considered  as  fiimiibi^ 
any  part  of  the  present  duties  to  be  reduced  under  «^ 
bill  to  be  now  pused.*  But,  so  far  a»  the  protected  irt>- 
cles  are  concerned,  I  presume  there  can  be  do  objeetioa 
to  our  proceeding  on  tiie  basis  of  the  treasury  statement, 
no  reduction  of  the  duties  on  these  articles  baring  taken 
place  nnce  1828. 

Tbe  whole  amount  of  reduction  propoaed  frtm  the  pK- 
sent  ditties  by  the  plan  of  the  Sccretmy  of  the  TreaaiiT, 
was  u  follows,  viz. 


EtUmated  asMwit  PIopMedl^ 

•  or  datMM.  diCIML 

Protected  articiea,  -  -  $15,935,734  #3,731,?79 
Unprotected  articles,  ~  -  6.627,970  6,012,7^ 
Freearticles,  (parUyofeach,)   1,135,S57  l,135,Jj: 

925,699.061  t»IO,S80,10t 

*  This  is  expfauned  as  follows:  By  the  trasuiy  (tll^ 
ment.  the  amount  of  the  rethiction  on  the  fUlosnaguti- 
cles  is  suted  as  foUowa,  eatimated  on  the  duties  ii  ftnc 
prior  to  1830,  via. 

Pnpawd  ledatuM. 


Salt,  - 
Coffee, 
Cocoa, 
Molasses, 
Tea% 


«806,I2r 
3;S16,971 
51,645 

3,831,563 


$6,416,016 

But  of  this  amount,  $4,665,750  bad  been  alreidr  r^ 
duced,  under  the  acts  of  20th  and  39th  of  May,  18S0,  rit 

on   Salt,   $537,414 

Coffee,   3,059,339 


Cocoa, 
MoUsse^ 
Teas, 


36,334 
418,70r 
1,633,746 


$4,665,750 

t  Of  this  sum,  $4,665,750  being  already  reduced,  » 
above  mentioned,  leaves  the  amount  or  actual  leducticn, 
$6,416,016.  Some  article^  unimportant  in  anweat,  art 
here  omitted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1215 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1214 


Jm  9, 1833.] 


7%e  Tariff. 


Nov,  by  the  bill  berore  the  Senate,  a  sum  exceeding 
the  whole  kmoHnt  of  the  proposed  reduction  on  the  pro- 
tected articlei,  u  above  mentioned,  is  stricken  out,  wt>ite 
on  the  unprotected  articles  there  ia  added  to  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  Treasury  Department  the  ibtlowing 
items,  viz. 

On  tea  and  coflee^  (now  made  free, )  a  further 

reducticHi  of   1337,351 

Wines  and  silks,  estinukted  at  -  •  -  1.100,000 
Other  nnsll  artidei^   50,000 


*1,487',251 

To  which  add  the  utmost  possible  reduction  on 
such  articlea  under  Mr.  McLane's  bill,  say  3,500,000 


And  we  hare  -  -  $3,987,351 
M  the  probible  noount  of  reduction  under  th$  present 
bill  on  the  unprotected  articles.* 

Now,  if  it  were  true  that  there  wu  an  actual  reduction 
on  the  protected  articles  of  $500,000  as  alle^d,  (instead 
of  an  increase,  as  I  believe,  of  at  least  $1,000,000,)  la^in 
ask,  would  such  a  pitiful  reduction  as  this  afford  any  com- 
pensation for.this  {flaring  inequality  of  taxation,  in  respect 
to  the  protected  and  unprotected  articles^  Whatever 
mirht  be  the  opinions  of  others,  for  myself  I  would  say, 
I  should  conuder  such  areduetion  as  amounting  to  nothing. 
I  am  far  from  admitting-,  however,  that  there  »  actually  a 
reduction  of  half  a  million,  or  any  reductlbn  at  all,  on  the 
protected  articles.  I  do  firmly  believe,  and  will  attempt 
to  show,  that  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  on  these  articles 
bad  been  considerably  increased.  To  prove  this,  I  will 
now  enter  .into  a  brief  examination  of  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  and  compare  them  with  the  e^tin;  law.  He 
would  take  as  the  oasis  of  his  calculations  the  *' compara- 
tive statement"  before  alluded  to.  Here  is  an  account 
made  up  with  some  care  from  this  comparative  stateraenl 
It  had  been  carefully  corrected  by  an  accurate  accountant, 
and  I  have  nq  doubt  that  It  is  guffioenUy  correct  for  all 
practical  purposes. 

J'nUettd  arHeiu,  viz.  auchaa  come  into  cotMeiitiontoiA  or- 
Uek^nuidfmr  product  in  the  UnUedStata. 


AntMiM  of  duiie* 
iaissc 


Woollens,  ofmll  deseriptimub'  $3,636,361 
Cottons,  ....  3,381,358 
Iron,  nunuAetnred,  -  •  1,047,935 
Do.  bar,  rolled,  banmiered,  and 

steel,  .... 
Hemp  and  fiax,  manufactures  of, 
Japanned  tin,  plated,  leather, 
pit,  brass,  pewter,  leaden 
wares,  do.  of  wood  and  mar- 
ble, .... 
Porcelain,  chba,  earthen  and 

stone  ware,  .  .  - 
<^aasware,  .... 


985,747 
1,036,536 


358.188 

376,993 
134^097 


Aittoant  pro- 
piMed  lo  be 
taken  off  bj 
Mr.  McLane'i 
bill. 

$1,330,670 
360,288 
125,394 

183,694 
93,331 


59,373 

35,181 
34.502 


*  To  show  that  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties on  the  unprotected  articles  is  not  here  undeirated,  re- 
ference is  made  to  the  report  of  the  Secretat^  of  the 
Treasury,  made  to  the  Senate  on  the  18th  Apnl,  which 
(after  correcting*  an  error  id  summing  up)  shows  that  the 
whole  reduction  in  iueh  articles,  under  Mr.  Dickhsor's 
bUl,  was  only  $1,668,016 

(See  Senate's  document  135.) 
Add  further  reduction  as  above,         -      -  1,487,251 


•  And  we  have  only  -  $3,153,267 
Making,  together,  areduetion  on  the  unprotected  artMes 
of  about  four  nulhons. 


Cotton  bagging. 

Sugar, 

Salt,  . 

Wool, 

Spirits, 

Coal, 

Paper, 

Leg^iom  bats. 


24,030 
2,673,558 
1,074,839 
80,064 
1,031,348 
98,408 
100,557 
179,736 


10,331 
445.574 
806,127 
64,397 
no  reduction 
no  reduction 
no  reduction 
81,699 


$15,089,635  $3,400,441 

JUd  the  followin|>  articles  proposed  to  be  admitted  duty 

free: 


Quills. 
Hair  cloths, 
Bolting  cloths. 
Quicksilver, 
Brass,  in  plates,  - 
Ttn,  in  do. 
IntUgv, 
Corks,  ; 


$4,376 
8,360 
1,566 

51,837 
1,750 
4,439 
165,347 

16,467 


$4,376 
8,360 
1,566 

51,837 
1,750 
4^430 
185,347 

16,467 


$15,363,767  $3,674^537 
It  thus  appears,  that,  of  the  articles  above  mentioned, 
paying  duties  to  the  amount  of  $15,363,767,  it  was  propos- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  take  ofi*  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  $3,674,537.  Now,  how  stands  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  in  reference  to  those  very  articles?  Let 
us  see: 

Woollens,  no  reduction,  duty  increased  by  174,314 
dollars. 

Cottony  no  redooticAt,  but  duty  increased  111.661 

dollars. 

Iron  manubetures,  and  bar,  rolled,  and  steel,  no  reduc< 
tion,  duties  increased  by  140,913  dollars. 

Hemp  and  flax,  manufactures  of,  no  reduction. 

Leaden,  wooden,  japanned,  and  tin  ware,  &c.  (see  liA 
above,)  no  reduction,  increased  amount  unknown. 

Porcelun,  china,  and  earthenware,  no  reduction. 

Glassware,  no  reduction. 

Cotton  ba»ing,  a  reduction  nearly  nominal.  . 

Cordage,  kc,  no  reduction. 

Sugar,  no  reduction. 

Salt,  no  reduction. 

Spirits,  no  reduction. 

Coal,  no  reduction. 

Paper,  no  reduction. 

Leghorn  and  other  hats,  no  reduction. 

Quills,  hair  cloths,  quickwlver,  brass  and  tin  in  plates, 
indigo,  corks,  musidal  instruments,  yarn,  and  a  variety  of 
other  articles,  no  reduction.  To  which  may  be  added 
cash  duties,  (^numshed  credits,  and  change  in  the  pound 
sterling,  operating  on  the  great  mass  of  our  imports  to  tlie 
amount  of  from  eleven  to  thirteen  per  cent. 

These  articles,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  first, 
(woollens,  cottcms,  and  iron,)  all  speak  for  themselvea. 
With  regard  to  these,  I  will  show  how  I  arrive  at  the  con- 
clunon  that  the  bill  before  us  proposes  to  increase  the 
duties  upon  them. 

I  will  begin  with  woollens.  On  this  article  Mr.  McLane 
proposed  to  take  off  duties  to  the  amount  of  ^1,320,670. 
The  whole  quantity  of  woollens  is  estimated  at  $5,857,335, 
the  duties  at  $3,626,261,  being  an  average  rate  of  duty  tk 
48  per  cent.  Now  Mr.  HcLane  proposed  to  effect  this 
reduction  of  $1,330,670.  as  follows: 

On  all  woollens  under  50  eents^  10  per  centad  valorem. 

On  wanted  stuff  goods,  Stc  30  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  aQ  other  manufrctores  of  wool,  30  per  cent  ad  va. 
lorem. 

Now,  what  ia  proposed  in  this  bilP 
On  plains,  kerseys,  and  Kendal  cottons,  (weigfaii^  16 
ounces,  and  under  35  cents  the  square  yard,)  5  per  cent. 
Worsted  goods.  Etc.  10  per  cent.  ,  ^  . 
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Oil  ftll  utlier  nuuiufKCturet  of  wool,  (except «  few  coarse 
blKiikets,)  57  p«r  cent. 

Here*  thtn,  it  will  be  teen  at  once,  that,  on  the  great 
mas*  uf  wuolkiia,  tlie  duties  on  which,  under  the  existing 
law,  average,  accordiDg  to  the  treasury  stutement,  forty- 
eight  per  cent.,  aitd  which  Mr.  McLane  put  at  thirty  per 
cent,,  Uie  duly  is  increased  to fifly-tieven  per  cent.,  being 
twenty-seven  beyond  the  duty  prupoacd  by  Mr.  McLane, 
and  ntiie  per  cent,  beyond  the  present  duly  It  is  true, 
negro  clotlis,  which  Mr.  HcLaiie  set  down  at  ten  per  cent., 
are  liere  put  at  five  per  cent. ;  but  Mr.  McLane's  plan  em- 
braced all  woollens  under  fifty  cents,  whereas  this  bill  is  con- 
fined to  '  'plains,  kerseys,  and  Kendal  cottons,  under  thirty- 
five  cents,"  which,  I  am  nsanrcd  by  those  who  profess  to 
understand  the  subject,  will  nut  embrace  one-third  part  of 
tlw  *'coarae  woollens  under  fifty  cents.**  If  so,  the  entire 
reduction  on  these  negro  cloths  wiU  not  exceed  9100,000. 

The  saving  on  the  worsted  will,  I  am  told,  be  counter- 
balwiced  by  the  enhanced  duty  on  some  other  descriptions 
of  cloths,  and  on  negro  and  other  coarse  hats.  Against 
these  reductions  are  to  be  charged  twenty-seven  percent, 
increase  on  the  great  mass  of  woollens,  to  which  must  be 
added  at  least  five  per  cent,  for  the  caah  duties,  and  eight 
per  cent,  for  tlie  change  in  the  calcula^n  of  the  pound 
lte^lil^r  from  94  44  to  |$4  80.  If  there  be  uo  error  in  my 
arithmetic,  we  wilU  on  these  data,  bare*  instead  of  a  reduc- 
tion, an  increase  of  the  duties  on  woollens  equal  to  at  least 
9174,214.  Any  gentleman  can  make  the  calculation  for 
himself.  I  am  confirmed  in  my  conclusipn,  by  the  facl  tlial 
several  persons  who  have  made  the  calculation  have,  by  a 
different  process,  arrived  at  the  same  result.  By  oue  cal- 
culation, wliich  I  have  before  mt,  tlie  increase  <tf  the  duty 
on  woollens  is  sliown  to  be  fiSOJMO. 

Ou  cotton  the  calculation  is  Diuch  more  rimple.  Ac- 
cording to  the  treasury  statement  the  value  of  cottons  ia 
estimated  at  97,864,618;  the  duty  at  93,d81,358(  pro- 
posed saving  at  9^6^,288.  Now,  the  bill  before  us  makes 
no  alteration  in  tlie  treiisury  plan  with  respect  to  coUuiis. 
Assuming,  tlieu,  the  saving  to  be  as  above  stated,  9260,U0U, 
we  liave,  lui  a  set  olf  again&t  this  reduction,  the  diminished 
credits  equal  to  near  turee  per  cent.,  and  in  the  cliange 
in  the  pound  atertiug  equal  to  eight  per  cent. ;  making,  to- 
gether, eleven  per  cent,  on  the  amount  uf  tlie  duty.  This, 
according  to  my  calculation,  will  exceed  the  estimated 
savingby  $111,661. 

Iron  and  the  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel  consist  of 
too  great  a  variety  of  articles  to  enable  me  to  do  more 
than  to  submit  a  mere  general  statemoit  in  relation  to 
them. 

Of  these  articles,  which  I  shall  consider  under  one  head, 
the  treasury  valuation  ia  95,638,7J6;  duties,  93,033,683; 
estimated  saving,  93u9,088.  A^inst  this  sum  is  to  be  put 
the  diminished  credits,  and  the  pound  sterling,  eqgal  to 
about  9300,0UOt  to  which  is  to  be  added  as  enormous  in- 
crease of  duties  on  a  great  variety  of  urticles  of  hardware, 
under  tlw  provtsos  in  tlie  10th,  12th,  and  I3th  member,  of 
the  3d  secUon  uf  the  bill,  which  carry  up  the  duties  w  all 
manuliictures  of  iron  as  high  aa  the  raw  material;  thus 
changing  ad  valorem  duties  of  from  twenty-five  to  forty 
per  cent,  to  specific  duties,  ranging  from  one  and  two  hun- 
dred, up  to  three,  and  even  four  hundred  per  cent.  I  have 
already  preo  to  the  Senate  several  examples  of  the  effect 
of  these  provisos.    I  will  repeat  one  or  two  of  them. 

On  an  invoice  of  trace  chains  the  present  duty  on  which, 
at  twenty-five  per  cent.,  amounted  only  to  969,  the  duty 
under  this  bdl  (xt  3  cents  per  lb.)  will  amount  to  9198. 
.  On  a  parcel  of  knitting  needles  now  paying  du^  of 
91  90,  the  prnposed  duty  will  be  99. 

On  an  invoice  of  bed  screws,  costing  9^*  and  paying 
duties  under  the  ejasting  laws  of  only  ^14^  the  duty  under 
tiuB  bill  wiU  be  967. 

These  cases  have  been  fimidied  from  the  most  unquet* 
liMiable  flowces. 


A  practical  man,  intimately  acquainted  with  the  ubjtc^ 
writ<-s  me,  that  "  these  provisos  will  double  the  duty  on 
hardware  made  of  common  sized  iron,"  and  he  cttimatet 
the  amount  of  the  increased  duty  on  hardware  at  upnrdi 
of  five  hiindrtrd  thousand, dollars. 

But  take  it  at  half  of 'that  amount,  and  we  have  u  is- 
creoKc  of  the  duty  on  iron,  and  manufactures  of  ini^  dT 
140,912  dolUrs. 

7'he  account,  then,  according  to  my  estimate,  touU 
stand  tlitis: 

Increase  of  the  duty  On  the  protected  article*  ondct 
this  bill— 

On  woollens,      -  .  .  .  m,1U 

On  cottons,        ....  111,561 
On  iron,  as  above,        -         -         -  14b,9\i 
The  increase  on  other  articles  cannot  be  esti- 
mated at  less  than  -         -         -  10I),OOI) 

Add  for  the  change  in  theA'alue  of  the  pound 
sterling,  and  the  shortened  credits  on  articlei 
other  than  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron,  at  least  500,000 

And  we  have  an  increase  of      -  -  l,026,rsr 

It  is  vain  and  idle  for  gentlemen  to  tell  us,  in  jentn! 
terms,  that  this  bill  is  to  reduce  the  duties  four,  five,  ti^i, 
or  ten  millions.  I^t  them  give  us  a  bill  of  psrticubii: 
show  us  the  items;  point  out  the  articles  on  which  then- 
duction  is  to  take  place,  and  let  them  explain  how  it  it  to 
be  tffccted.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  WijiinJ 
Mcan!^  in  his  exposition  of  this  subject,  shows  that  the 
official  treasury  tstimate  of  the  reduction  to  be  effedel 
under  this  bill,'  as  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Hino- 
fuctures,  was  on  woollens,  cottons,  iron,  and  the  greit  oui 
of  the  protected  articles,  only  844,000  flolhrs,  andtUllbe 
whole  amount  uf  the  proposed  reduction  wasonly  4,lTT,liO0 
dollars. 

Now,  we  all  know  that  a  large  amount  of  thiipropcM 
reduction  was  stricken  out  in  Uie  House.  Tlutijsi.ii- 
guishcd  genlleiTwn  has  given  us  statements,  showing  tH 
in  the  shape  in  which  the  bill  passed  the  House,  theefi- 
mated  increase  of  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles  n) 
1,406,000  dollars,  while  the  estimated  reduction  oote 
unprotected  articles  was3,780,000  dolhtrs.  If  gnitkflM 
will  turn  to  the  treasury  statement.  No.  125  of  the  Sewti^ 
dociiraents,  they  will  find  that  the  whole  amount  of  ax- 
lag  on  tlie  articles  proposed  to  be  admitted  dut^  free 
derthe  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manulitfturrtrf 
thU  House  was  only  9I>668,UIU.  Add  to  this  eroy  fm 
article  since  added  to  the  list,  and  the  further  reducwi 
on  silks  and  wines,  and  even  the  twoor  three  hundrtdlb» 
sand  dollars  which  gentlemen  «ay  haa  been  taken  off  ■ 
the  protected  articles,  and  what  will  they  amount  tof 

Thus,  then,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  amounHf 
the  reduction  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tm«fT. 
on  the  protected  articles,  has  been  stricken  out,  »nd  ta* 
more  than  a  million  has  been  added  to  the  exirting  di.:.ei 
on  those  articles.  But,  for  all  tlii8,we  are  told  tlut  arutto 
be  remunerated  by  a  still  greater  reduction  on  the  ui^ 
tecied  articles.  Ifow,  assuming  the  reduction  on  tbe  un- 
protected articles  proposed  by  tiw  treskuuy  to  be  ss  bekn 
rtated  -         -         .  92.W«* 

The  fblloirin^  are  the  further  reduction*  ev- 
braeed  in  this  bill,  viz. 

On  teas  and  coffee,  fre^  -  .  -  .  jSlM^ 
Wines  and  sUks,  fuither  tedueed,    -  - 

93,V,2il 

Making  the  total  reduction  on  the  tinprotected  aito^ 
in  round  numbers,  about  four  oulHiHia  of  dollars,  ectiatftf 
on  the  receipts  of  1830.  . 

F«Mn  which,  if  we  deduct  the  assumed  incresie  «  at 
protected  articles  aa  about  91,000,000,  we  have,  u  u» 
amount  of  actual  redaction  under  ttua  bill.  ^^*^f*^ 
and  no  more.   If  the  present  reremiebecftiaitM  it  >■ 
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Actual  receipt>ofthev«ar  1831,  viz.  93^535,000.  orat&e 
actual  receipt  of  the  W  year  upwards  of  $30,000,000,  or 
at  the  average  receipts  of  the  last  five  years,  the  result, 
after  tnaldnif  every  allowance,  will  give  a  clear  revenue  of 
upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  leave  eight  or 
ten  nuUiuDS  beyond  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Goveru- 
ment 

Hftvinp  taken  Mr.  McLane's  estimated  reduction  as  tlie 
bam  of  all  my  calculation^  1 1i»ve  not  noticed  the  repeal 
of  the  ten  and  twenty  per  cent,  in  the  valuation  of  foreign 
goods,  these  having  been  deducted  in  the  treasury  esii- 
inates.  In  making  this  comparison,  1  beg  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  expressing  any  approbation  of  the  treasury 
sche.De.  That  scheme  propoiied  to  make  a  reduction  on 
the  present  duties  of  between  six  and  seven  millions  of 
doUart,  whieb,  according  to  any  ftir  estimate  of  the  pre- 
sent and  future  revenue  of  the  country,  would  hare  left  a 
surplus  in  the  treasury  b^ond  the  wants  of  the  country 
of  from  6,000,000  to  $8,000,000.  The  proposed  reduc- 
'  tion  was  not  only  too  small,  but  it  was  made  in  much 
too  great  a  proportion  on  the  unprotected  articles,  and, 
being  expressly  announced  as  a  final  arrangement  of  the 
system,  was  altogether  inadmis«ble.  On  iron  the  duties 
ran  up  to  above  one  hundred  per  cent. ;  on  coarse  cottons 
to  a  still  greater  amountt  and  on  every  other  article  the 
duties  were  still  higher.  But,  bad  as  was  the  scheme  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  bill  from  the  House 
was  much  worse,  and  this  is  infinitely  the  worst  of  all. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  said  that  to  his  mind  it  was  per- 
fectly  clear  that  this  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  had  not  a 
single  feature  to  r*commend  it  to  the  favor  of  any  but  the 
fast  ftiends  of  the  American  system.  It  is  neither  more 
nor  leat  tiian  the  resolution  of  tne  Senator  from  Kentucky 
reduced  to  the  form  of  a  law.  It  takes  off  the  duties  al- 
ti^^er  from  almost  the  entire  moss  of  the  unprotectetl 
articles,  such  as  tea,'  coffee,  spices,  fruits,  and  a  hundred 
other  articles  of  luxury,  and  reduces  them  to  almost  no- 
thing on  silks  and  wines,  while  it  leaves  the  protected  ar- 
ticles almost  untouched,  or  with  additional  burdens  thrown 
upon  them.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  affords  no  relief 
whatever  to  the  South.  It  only  aggravates  the  injustice 
of  wbicli  we  complain.  It  throws  the  whole  burden  of 
federal  taxation  on  the  very  articles  the  duties  upon  which 
operate  as  a  tax  on  Southern  capital  and  labor,  and  as  a 
bounty  upon  tiie  industry  and  capital  of  another  section  of 
the  Union.  The  passage  of  such  a  bill  as  this  ivould  only 
be  regarded  as  tiie  consummation  of  the  protecting  policy. 
It  leaves  no  hope  for  the  future.  It  must  rivet  upon  the 
country,  irretrievably  and  forever,  a  system  which  he  did 
most  coiueieBtiously  believe  was  hostile  to  the  general 
welfare — utterly  unconstitutional--«nd  destructive  of  the 
best  interests  and  dearest  rights  of  the  plantation  States. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  bad  expressed  a  hope — 
<Ioubtless  most  sincerely  entertained — ^that  the  South 
would  recrive  this  bill  as  a  peace-oflfering,  founded  on 
concession  and  compromise;  and  he  had  kindly  tendered 
his  advice  that  we  should  go  home,  and  say  to  our  consti- 
tuents that  we  bad  accom^ished  all  that  we  bad  a  right  to 
expectf  that  our  grievances  were  redressed;  and  thus  the 
country  would  be  once  more  restored  to  harmony  and 
peace.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  nr,  that  if,  with  my 
convictions  of  the  true  character  of  this  bill,  I  could  go  to 
my  constituents  with  such  language  on  my  lips,  I  shoiJd 
go  home  "with a  lie  in  my  mouth."  No,  sir!  when  I 
speak  oasuch  a  subject,  I  shall  speak  the  honest  con- 
victions of  mf  mind;  and  riiall  be  constrained,  bow- 
ever  reluctantqr,  to  declare  as  I  now  do  in  the  presence 
of  tills  House,  my  country,  and  mjr  God,  that  the  Ameri- 
can sjrstem  has  become  th«  settled  poUcy  of  the  country; 
that  the  hopes  of  the  South  are  at  an  end(  and.  as  far  as 
their  prosperity  is  dependent  on  federal  legiilation,  tlieir 
ruin  sealed. 

NoTB. — The  Senate  finally  receded  from  such  of  their 
Vol.  VUl.— 77 


amendments  as  were  ^sagreed  to  by  the  House.  The 

points  in  dispute,  however,  were  very  few,  and  not  ot 
much  importance. 
The  following  were  the  only  material  items: 
lirt.  The  fifty-seven  per  cent,  on  woollens,  passed  by 
tile  Senate,  was  reduced  to  fifty  per  cent,  as  proposed  by 
tiie  House. 

3d.  Sul  duck  was  left,  as  proposed  by  tbc  House,  at 
fifteen  per  cent. 

3d.  Cotton  ba^ng  was  left  at  three  and  a  half  cents^ 
as  passed  by  the  House,  instead  of  four  cents. 

4th.  Sugar  was  left  at  two  and  a  half  cents,  as  proposed 
by  the  House,  instead  of  being  left  at  three  cents,  the  pre- 
sent duty. 

Calculated  even  on  this  ba&is,  Mr.  NcDcrris  estimated 
the  increue  of  duty  on  the  protected  articles  at  f 1,406,000 
beyond  the  present  tariff.  Malting  allowance  for  the  fidl 
of  prices,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  duties  now  impos- 
ed ai-e  much  greater,  ad  valorem,  than  they  were  in  182^ 
without  taking  into  account  the  cash  duties,  or  change  in 
the  pound  sterling. 

Mr.  BROWN*  said,  before  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill  then  under  consideration,  he 
felt  that  it  was  due  to  those  whom  be  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  in  that  body,  and  likewise  to  tumself, 
to  cxplun  the  motives  which,  on  the  most  deliberate  conn- 
deration,  would  induce  him  to  vote  in  opposition  to  the 
bill.  This  he  would  do  in  a  very  few  words.  If  the 
question  had  been  brought  to  the  connderation  of  the  Se- 
nate, ill  the  form  of  a  bill,  at  an  earlier  period' of  the  ses- 
sion, he  should  have  availed  himself  of  the  occanon  to  have 
expressed  lus  views  generally  on  a  subject  of  such  deep 
and  momentous  interest  to  the  country.  To  consume  time 
in  unprofitable  discussion  at  that  advanced  period  of  the 
session,  would  be  as  little  in  accordance  with  his  feelings 
»s  it  would  be  respectful  to  the  body  which  be  addressed. 
He  had  felt  the  most  anxious  solicitude  that  some  adjust- 
ment of  this  question,  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  conciliation, 
should  be  made  before  the  adj  oumment  of  Congress.  In- 
fluenced by  a  spirit  of  that  kind,  he  bad  come  to  the  de- 
termination to  vote  for  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives,  unless  made  more  objectionable  by 
amendments  in  the  Senate.  He  admitted  that  the  bill, 
as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  stopped 
far,  very  tkr,  short  of  reducing  the  revenue  to  that 
standard  which  the  ctHiditlon  of  our  fiscal  affurs  required, 
and  which  justice  to  a  lai^  portion  of  the  Union  de- 
n^andcd.  But  it  proposed  a  reduction,  and,  from  the  best 
examination  he  had  been  able  to  give  to  tile  subject,  a 
substantial  reduction,  on  a  number  of  articles  which  enter- 
ed extensively  into  the  consumption  of  the  whole  agricul- 
tural portion  of  the  Southern  States.  It  had  beensud  by 
one  honorable  Senator,  in  tiie  course  of  this  debate,  that 
voting  for  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  would  con- 
cede the  constitutional  right  of  the  Government  to  protect 
manufactures.  He  [Mr;  S.]  viewed  the  subject  in  a  very 
different  H^t.  He  md  yet  to  learn  upon  what  principle  ft 
was  unconstitutional  to  vote  for  a  bill  diminislung  the  bur> 
dens  of  his  constituents,  and  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  mitigate  the  evils  of  the  system.  In  expreasii^  his 
intention  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House, 
he  wished  it  to  be  distinctiy  understood  that  he  should 
not  hare  supported  it  as  a  measure  of  compronuse.  The^ 
had  no  authority  to  compromise  the  rights  of  their  consti- 
tuents on  great  questions  deeply  affecting  their  interests. 
Nor  would  he.  if  be  possessed  the  authon^,  exerdse  It  in 
reference  to  tbia  question. 

He  wae  hostile,  on  principle,  to  tiie  whole  prutectin|f 
system;  and,  while  he  was  honored  with  a  seat  in  that  body, 
be  would  contribute  his  humble  efforts,  on  all  proper  oc- 
casions, to  eradicate  from  our  laws  a  principle  which  he 
believed  iocompatole  with  the  enfigmcned  spirit  of  the 
age,  andof  free  Government   This  much  he  had  deemed 
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it  hit  du^  to  u.y  in  reference  to  the  bill  u  it  cune  from 
the  House.  He  would  now  ungn.  In  a  -rerj  few  words,  the 
reasons  which  would  influence  bim  to  vote  uainst  it,  u 
amended  b^  the  Senate.  I'he  amendments  had,  in  Iiia 
opinion,  destroyed  whatever  of  value  was  contained  in  the 
bill,  by  increanng;  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles;  and 
he  viewed  its  passage,  in  its  present  shape,  as  subatmn- 
tiiillv  re-enactinB*  some  of  the  roost  obnoxious  features  of 
tile  tariff  of  1828. 

He  must  be  pemutted,  with  great  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate  who  thought  differ- 
ently, to  express  nis  regret  that  any  addition  nad  been 
made  to  the  rate  of  duties  proposed  by  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives.  To  that  bod^  the  constitution 
had  peculiarly  given  tlie  power  to  originate  bills  on  the 
dehcate  and  interesting  question  of  taxation.  It  emanated 
(Urectly  from  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  was  pre- 
sumed to  represent  fairly  their  wishes  in  relation  to  that 
subjectf  and  it  hatl,  by  a  most  decided  majori^,  expressed 
its  opinion  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  duties. 

The  extraordinary  spectacle  was  presented  in  our  coun- 
try of  continuing  a  system  of  unjust  and  oppressive  taxa- 
tion, not  called  ror  by  the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  but  to 
benefit  a  few  monopolists.  He  hoped  that  the  justice,  in- 
telligence, and  patriotism  of  the  people  would  correct  this 
evil,  and  savethc  Union  from  the  disastrous  consequences 
which  were  likely  to  result  from  persevering  in  such  a 
system. 

Mr.  CLAY  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply,  when 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was  passed  by  the 

following  vote: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Cbyton,  Dallas,  Dickcrson,  I>tidley,  Ewing,  Foot, 
Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knigh% 
Marcy,  Maudain,  Prentiss,  Kobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlmson, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilktns. — 33. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindexter, 
Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White — 16, 

ADJOUBNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  then  proceeded  to 
conrider  the  resolution  from  the  House,  appointing  this 
day  for  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking 
out  "  9th"  and  inserting  "16th." 

Mr.  GBUNDY  suggested  Thursday  as  the  best  day  for 
adjournment,  and  proposed  that  tbe  Senate  ^ould  disa- 
gree to  the  resolution  from  the  House,  and  that  he  would 
Uien  Uy  a  resolution  on  the  table  to  adjourn  on  Thursday, 
which  might  lie  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  stated  that  there  was  an  important 
measure-under  the  consideration  of  the  Executive,  which 
he  was  not  compelled  to  return  to  this  Bouse  in  less  than 
ten  days,  (SuntUj^  excluded.)  He  thmfbre  suggested 
to  insert  Tuesday,  the  17th. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  **  ninth,"  and 
atid  he  should  then  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
untn  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table.  Negatived— yeas  19,  nays  27. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  stated  that  the  fixing  of  Tuesday  wss 
holding'  out  the  idea  that  Congress  would  not  adjourn 
until  the  mesBu^  expected  A-om  the  Preniknt  shall  be 
received,  and  that  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  the  ciQr  was  fhll  of  rumors;  and 
althoi^  gentlemen  who  voted  agaiiut  the  great  measure 
to  which  he  referred,  might  find  no  difficulty  in  making 
their  peace  witli  their  constituents,  genUemen  on  the  other 
side  would  be  placed  in  an  awkward  «tuation- 

Ur.  MANGUM  said  be  had  no  fear  that  any  attempt 
wo(dd  be  made  in  any  quarter  to  evade  proper  responsi- 


bility. He  thought  that  sueh  evasion  would  be  diaeputi. 
ble,  and  he  would  vote  with  those  who  denred  tbe  M  tm 
days  to  be  allowed  to  the  Prendent. 

Tbe  motion  to  strike  out  the  9ti),  and  insert  Ae  16lb, 
was  then  ^^reed  toi  and  tbe  resolution,  as  amended,  *u 
concurred  in. 


TUISOAT,  JCLT  10. 

THE  BANK  VETO. 

A  message  wss  received  from  the  President  of  At 
United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Donelaon,  lus  primt 
Secretsjy,  returning  the  act  to  modify  and  continue  Ihe 
net  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  his  objections  to  the  same.  [iee\f- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  the  constitution  madeittbe 
du^  of  the  House  to  which  suck  oomnuuncatin  w 
made,  on  receipt  of  it,  to  cause  itto  be  reMrdedatkngik 
on  its  journals,  and  then  solemnly  to  take  the  quetfiu 
whether  the  act  shall  become  a  law,  the  Presidents  ob- 
jections to  the  contrary  notwithstanding-.  The  consMo- 
tion  prescribes  that  the  House  shall  proceed  tptluidt 
cision  thereupon.    It  was  the  practice  of  Congmte 

S;ive  a  proper  time  for  the  transcript  of  the  metnge,  ud 
or  a  respectful  con«deration  of  the  subject  In  ca-a  af 
less  io^ioTtance,  it  was  the  custom  to  proceed  immcitiilch 
to  the  decision.  But,  in  this  case,  it  was  reificctful  tii 
the  Prendent,  to  the  length  of  the  paper  which  bad  bra 
read,  to  the  high  character  of  the  various  topics  vbicb  it 
embraced,  and  to  the  general  import^ince  of  tbe  ubject, 
that  the  Senate  should  assign  such  day  and  hour  fbr  til- 
ing tlie  message  into  consideration,  as  would  be  igrca- 
ble  under  the  existing  circumstances-  Pretumii^  th» 
the  presiding  officer  would  direct  the  message  to  m  u- 
tered  on  the  joumali^  he  would  now  move  to 
the  further  consideration  of  this  communication  untl 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  [to-day.} 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  ctisposed  of  a  number  of  bills,  vitliwl  it- 
bate,  and  then  spent  the  remainder  the  day  in  exco- 
tire  business. 


WnXBSDAZ,  JiTLV  11. 

THE  TAMFP. 

The  ftanate  then  proceeded  to  eonnder  the  mmp 
fVom  the  House  of  Representatives,  agFeciiw  (»  «>°>^ 
and  ^ss^eing  to  other  of  the  smcnAments  ofthe  Sanfc 
to  the  bill  to  alter  snd  amend  the  act  inposng 

on  imports, 

Mr.  WILKINS  moved  that  the  Senate  nowsAace^ 
ference  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  tbitica- 
mittee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  such  eommitttetf 
maybe  appointed  by  the  House.  His  object  was  ted" 
every  thing  which  could  be  done  to  recoiiale  UttiSa- 
ences  between  the  two  Bouses.  His  idea  vai  to  itk  w 
a  conference;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  retun  the  bil » 
the  Senate,  so  that,  afterwards,  the  Senate  m^f^ 
recede  or  insist. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  seconded  the  motion.  Kns\t» 
wish  that  the  session  should  not  pass  away  sritbout  At 
passwe  of  this  bill;  and  he  thought  this  object  inoitEkf- 
ly  to  be  obtained  if  a  conference  were  to  be  held  in  th» 
stage,  rather  than  after  the  Senate  should  hare  iv^^ 
their  amendments.  It  would  be  more  likely  no*  iok 
productive  of  good  feeling. 

Mr.  CLAY  conwdered  the  motion  to  be  strictly  in  w*f 

He  considered  that  a  conference  might  be  beM  in  ""J 
stage  of  the-disagreemcnt.  He  wss  of  opinion,  hotftrs. 
tiiat  the  best  mode  would  be  to  take  the  mustion  ij^* 
innstinf  on  the  amendments.  ButaatheeksinBsaorttc 
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Committee  on  Manufikctures  had  aaKitted  to  the  other 
course,  he  coukl  not  bare  wag  objection. 
.  Mr.  KINO  WM  of  opinion  that  the  course  prescribed 
by  this  motion,  althou^  in  order,  was  unusuali  and  he 
had  a  preference  for  the  ordinary  course. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  pf  opinion  that,  with  a  view  to 
economy  of  time,  it  might  be  better  to  take  the  confer- 
ence course,  in  order  to  diminish  the  points  of  difference. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BROWN  and  Mr.  UAYNE  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  stated  that  he  should  vote  in  its  &vor. 
He  cn^dered  the  bill  endangered  if  the  two  Bouses 
stiould  Foil  to  agree  to  theae  amendments.  If  the  ques- 
tion were  first  taken  on  a  motion  to  recede  or  insist,  the 
opinions  of  Senators  would  be  committed,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  agreement  would  thus  be  weakened.  All,  there- 
fore, who  felt  a  desire  for  an  adjustment  of  the  tariff  at 
this  sessiou,  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  CUAMBEBS  took  a  similar  view.  He  thou|:ht 
that,  by  having  a  conference  now,  the  ^fferences  which 
existed  might  lie  settled  in  a  spirit  of  compromise.  He 
wished  the  country  to  know  that  there  were  individuals  in 
the  Senate  who  were  di^HKcd  to  nuke  every  effort  to 
obtain  an  adjustment. 

Mr.  (xRUNDV  thouglit  it  would  be  the  preferable  mode 
to  take  the  question  first  on  a  motion  to  recede  or  inust, 
aiid  let  the  conference  follow. 

Af^afawremarkafiwmMr.POINDEXTERinfiivorof, 
and  Mr.  FORSYTH  ag«nst  the  motion,  thelat^  moved 
to  lay  the  bUl  and  amendments  on  the  teble.  Negatived, 
as  folio wsi 

YEAS.— Ucssra.  Benton,  Clay,  Ellis,  Forsyth.  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Holmes,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Miller,  Moore, 
Poindestn-,  Snutb,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  White. 
—19. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewin^,  Foot,  Fre- 
lin^uysen,  Hendi-ieksi  Hill,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marcy, 
Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Riiggles,  Sey- 
mour, SiL^ee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  Web- 
ster, Wilkins.~Q9. 

'I'he  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WiLKms,  and  decided  as  follows:  , 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freling- 
huyaen,  HtAuteM,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Fnndexter, 
Prentias,  Bobbins,  Rubles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague, 
Tuoibnson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins. — 26. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gruo- 
<iy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Hangum,  Harcy, 
Miller,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Tipton, 
Troup,  Tyler,  While.— 21. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  mem- 
bers appointed  to  compose  the' committee,  vis. 

Messrs.  Wiuiirs,  DicKusoir,  and  Hjltits. 

THE  BANK  VETO. 

1*116  hour  of  eleven  having  arrived,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  conuderation  of  the  bill  for  renewing  and 
modifying  the  ctiarter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  Uie  message  of  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States, 
aang'iung  his  reasons  forrefunng  to  approve  and  ugn  tlie 
same.  And  the  question  being  on  pASUng  the  bill,  said 
objections  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President,  no  one  will  deny  the  high  importance  of 
the  subject  now  before  us.  (Jtongress,  afier  full  delibersr 
tion  and  dtscusMon,  has  passed  a  bill  for  extending  the 
duration  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  decisive 
majorities  in  both  Houses.  It  has  adopted  tiiis  measure 
not  until  its  attention  had  been  called  to  the  subject  in 
tbree  aucceasive  annual  roesaages  of  the  President  The 


bill  having  been  thus  passed  by  both  Houses,  and  having 
been  duly  presented  to  the  President,  instead  of  signing 
and  approving  it,  he  has  returned  it  with  objections. 
These  objections  go  against  the  whole  substance  of  tho 
law  originally  creating  the  bank.  They  deny,  in  effect, 
that  the  bank  is  constitutional  {  they  deny  that  it  is  expe> 
dient;  tliey  deny  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

It  is  not  tu  be  doubted  that  (he  constitution  ^es  the 
Preudent  the  power  which  he  has  now  exercised;  but, 
wlule  die  power  Is  admitted,  the  grounds  upon  which  It 
has  been  exerted  become  fit  subjects  of  examination. 
The  constitution  makes  it  Qie  duty  of  Congress,  in  csies 
like  this,  to  reconsider  the  measure  which  tliev  have 
passed,  to  weigh  the  force  of  the  President's  objections 
to  that  measure,  and  to  take  a  new  vote  upon  the  question. 

Before  the  Senate  proceeds  to  this  second  vote,  I  pro- 
pose to  make  some  remarks  upon  these  objections.  And, 
m  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  they  are  such 
as  to  eztit^ish  all  hope  that  the  iM«sent  bank,  or  any 
bank  at  all  resembling  it,  or  resemblil^  any  known  nmi- 
lar  institution,  can  ever  receive  his  approbation.  Be 
states  no  terms,  no  qualifications,  no  conmtions,  no  Inodi- 
ficatioos,  which  can  reconcile  him  to  the  essential  pro* 
visions  of  the  existing  charter.  He  is  against  the  bank, 
and  against  any  bank  constituted  in  a  manner  known  eitlier 
to  this  or  any  other  country.  One  advantage,  therefore. 
Is  certainly  obtained  by  presenting  liim  the  bill.  It  has 
caused  his  sentiments  to  be  made  known.  There  is  no 
longer  any  mystery,  no  longer  a  contest  between  hope  and 
fear,  or  between  those  prophets  who  predicted  a  veto, 
and  those  who  foretold  an  approval.  The  bill  is  nega- 
tived; the  Preudent  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
putting  an  end  to  Uie  bank;  and  the  country  must  prepare 
itself  to  meet  that  change  in  its  concerns,  which  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charter  will  produce.  Mr.  President,  I 
will  not  conceal  my  opinion  that  the  affairs  of  this  coun- 
try are  approachii^  an  important  and  dangerous  crisis. 
At  the  very  moment  of  almost  unparalleled  ^neral  pros- 
perity, there  appears  an  unaccountable  disposition  to 
<lestroy  the  most  usefid  and  most  approved  institutions  of 
the  Government.  Indeed,  it  seems  to-be  in  the  midst  of 
all  this  national  happiness^  that  some  are  found  openly  to 
question  the  advantsgea  of  the  constitution  itself;  and 
many  more  read^  to  embarrass  the  exercise  of  its  just 
power,  weaken  its  authority,  and  undermine  its  foundi^ 
tions.  How  far  these  notions  may  be  carried,  it  is  imposn- 
ble  yet  to  say.  We  have  before  us  the  practical  result  of 
one  of  them.     The  bank  has  fallen,  or  is  to  fall. 

It  is  now  certain  that,  without  a  change  in  our  public 
councils,  this  bank  will  not  be  continued,  nor  will  any  other 
be  established,  which^  according  to  the  general  sense  and 
languid  of  mankind,  can  be  entitled  to  the  name.  In 
three  yean  and  une  months  from  the  present  moment 
the  cbuter  of  the  bsnk  expires;  witnin  that  period* 
therefore,  it  must  wind  up  its  concerns.  It  must  call  in 
its  debts,  withdraw  its  bills  from  circulation,  and  cease 
from  all  its  ordinary  operations.  All  this  is  to  be  done  in 
three  years  and  nine  months;  because,  although  there  is  a 
provision  in  the  charter  rendering  it  lawful  to  use  tiie 
corporate  name  for  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the 
charter,  yet  this  is  allowed  only  for  the  purpose  of  suit^ 
and  ^  the  sale  of  the  estate  bekmgit^  to  the  bank,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  The  whole  active  bun* 
ness  df  the  bank,  its  custody  of  public  depontes,  its  tnuu- 
fers  of  public  moneys,  its  dealing  in  exchange,  sll  its  loani 
and  discounts,  and  all  its  issues  of  bills  for  circulation, 
must  cease  ai^  determine  on  ns  before  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1836i  an^  wittun  the  same  period,  its  debts  must 
be  collected,  as  no  new  contract  can  be  nude  with  i^  as 
a  corporation,  for  the  renewal  of  loans,  or  discount  of 
notes  or  bills,  after  that  time. 

The  Prendent  is  <tf  opinion  tbattUstime  bhmgenough 
to  close  die  concerns  of  the  iaitittttiiu  iriUioiit  uwoaTe- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1223 


GALES  &,  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1224 


SXITATR.] 


Tlte  Bank  Veto. 


tJrLT  11, 1833. 


ntence.  His  lang^s^e  is:  "The  time  allowed  the  bant  to 
close  its  concern^  it  ample,  and,  if  it  hua  been  well  man- 
aged, its  pressure  will  be  light,  and  heavy  only  in  case  its 
management  lias  been  bad.  If,  therefore,  it  shall  produce 
lUstresi^  the  fault  will  be  its  own."  Sir,  this  is  all  no  more 
than  general  statement,  without  &ct  or  argument  to  sup- 

Sort  it.  We  know  what  the  management  of  the  bank 
as  been,  and  wc  know  the  present  state  of  its  affairs. 
We  can  judge,  therefore,  whether  it  be  probable  that  its 
capital  can  be  all  called  in,  and  the  circulation  of  its  bills 
vitlidmwn,  in  thres  years  and  nine  nionths,  by  any  dis- 
cretion or  prudence  in  management,  without  producing 
distress.  The  bank  has  discounted  Bberally,  in  compliance 
with  the  wants  of  the  community.  The  amount  due  to  it 
on  loans  and  discounts,  in  certain  large  divisions  of  the 
country,  is  great;  so  great,  that  1  do  not  perceive  how  any 
man  can  believe  that  it  can  be  paid  witnin  the  time  now 
limited,  without  distress.  Let  us  look  at  known  &ct8. 
Thirty  mtlUona  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  are  now  out,  on 
loans  and  discounts,  in  the  States  on  the  Misnssippi  and  its 
watery  ten  of  these  millions  on  the  discount  of  bills  of 
exchange,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  twenty  millions  loan- 
ed on  promissory  notes.  Now,  sir,  how  is  it  possible  that 
this  vast  amount  can  be  collected  in  so  abort  a  period, 
without  siifFering,  by  any  management  whatever?  We 
a>«  to  remember  that  when  the  collection  of  this  debt  bc- 
^ni,  at  that  same  time  the  existing  medium  of  purment, 
uiat  la,  the  citvulation  of  the  bills  of  the  bank,  will  begin 
alio  to  be  restnuned  and  withdrawn,  and  thus  the  means 
of  payment  must  be  limited  jitst  when  the  necessity  of 
making  payment  bcccrfnes  pressing.  The  whole  debt  itt 
to  be  paid,  and  within  the  same  time  the  whole  drculation 
withdrawn. 

The  local  banks,  where  there  are  such,  will  be  able  to 
afford  little  assistancej  because  they  tiiemselres  will  feci 
a  ftiU  share  of  the  pressure.  I'bey  will  not  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  extend  their  discounts;  but,  in  all  probability, 
obliged  to  curtail  them.  Whence,  then,  are  the  means 
to  come  for  paying  this  debt,  and  in  what  medium  is 
payment  to  be  made?  If  all  this  may  be  done,  with  but 
slight  pressure  on  the  community,  what  course  of  conduct 
is  to  accomplish  it?  How  is  it  to  be  done?  What  other 
thir^  millions  are  to  supply  tfae  place  of  these  thirty  mil- 
lions, now  to  be  called  in?  What  other  circulation  or 
medium  of  payment  is  to  be  adopted,  in  the  place  of 
the  bills  of  the  bank?  The  message,  following  a  singu- 
lar stnun  of  a^^iment  which  had  been  used  in  tliis 
House,  has  a  loud  lamentation  upon  the  suffering  of  the 
Western  States,  on  account  of  tneip  being  obliged  to  pay 
even  interest  on  this  debt.  This  payment  of  interest  is, 
itself^  represented  as  exhausting  their  means,  and  ruinous 
totlieir  prosperity.  But  if  the  interest  cannot  be  paid 
without  pressure,  can  both  interest  and  principal  be  paid 
in  four  years  without  pressure?  iTie  truth  is,  the  interest 
has  been  paid,  b  paid,  and  may  continue  to  be  paid, 
witiiout  any  pressure  at  all;  because  the  money  borrow- 
ed is  profitably  employed  by  those  who  borrow  it,  and 
the  rate  of  interest  which  they  pay  is  at  least  two  per 
cent,  lower  than  the  actual  value  of  money  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  But  to  pay  the  whole  principul  in  less  than 
four  yean,  lowng,  at  tlie  same  time,  the  existing  and  ac- 
customed means  and  facilities  of  payment  created  by  th" 
bank  itself,  and  to  do  this  without  extreme  embarrass- 
ment, without  absolute  distress,  is,  in  my  judgment,  im- 
possible. I  hesitate  not  to  say  that,  aa  this  veto  travels  to 
the  West,  it  will  depreciate  the  value  of  cverj'  man's 
property,  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  the  capital  of  Mis- 
souri. Its  effects  will  he  felt  in  the  price  of  land%  the 
great  and  leading  article  of  Western  property  j  in  the 
price  of  cropst  in  the  products  of  labori  m  the  repression 


of  enterprise;  and  in  embarrassment  to  every  kind  of  which  has  influenced  Congress  in  passing  this  bill. 


bnsiness'and  occupation.  I  take  this  opinion  stron^^^ 
because  1  have  no  doubt  of  its  trath,  aiicl  am  willing  its 


correctness  should  be  judged  by  the  event  Without 
personal  acquaintance  wiA  the  Western  States,  I  kiw 
enough  of  their  conation  to  be  satisfied  that  what  I  fane 
predicted  must  happen.  The  people  of  the  Weil  «t 
rich,  but  their  riches  connst  in  their  immense  quuiAict 
of  excellent  land,  m  the  products  of  these  lands,  *nd  is 
their  spfrit  of  enterprise.  The  actual  vatae  of  money,  or 
rate  of  interest,  with  them  is  high,  because  their  pecuniny 
capital  bears  little  proportion  to  their  landed  interest.  Attn 
average  rate,  money  is  not  worth  less  thwi  eight  per  cnrt. 
per  annum  throughout  the  whole  Western  country,  notvidi- 
stantUng  Aat  it  has  now  a  loan,  or  an  advance,  from  ibe 
bank  of  thirty  millions  at  six  per  cent.  To  ciU  in  thii 
loan  at  the  rate  of  eight  millions  a  year,  in  addition  to  the 
interest  on  the  whole,  and  to  take  away,  at  the  same  timt, 
that  circulation  which  constitutes  so  great  a  portion  of  the 
medium  of  payment  throughout  that  whole  region,  isu 
operation  which,  however  wisely  c«iducted,  canoot  bit 
inflict  a  blow  on  the  communiqr  of  tremendous  force  nd 
friglitfiil  consequences.  The  thing  eannot  be  done  wife- 
out  distress,  bankruptcy,  and  rum  to  many.  If  tbe  Pre- 
sident had  seen  any  practicable  manner  in  whlcli  tha 
change  might  be  eflected,  without  producing  these  cofr 
sequences,  he  would  have  rendered  infinite  aer^-rce  to ihe 
community  by  pointing  it  out.  But  he  has  pwntedout 
nothing,  he  has  su^ested  nothing;  he  cootentitewM 
with  saying,  without  giving  anyreason,  thatif  Ibepresam 
be  heavy,  the-fautt  will  be  the  bank's.  1  hope  this  nni 
merely  an  attempt  to  forestall  opinion,  and  to  thnvQt 
the  bank  the  responsibility  of  those  evils  whicA  threstat 
the  country,  for  the  sake  of  removing  it  from  himwlf 

The  responsibility  justly  Ues  with  him,  andtiiereitougti 
to  remain.  A  great  majority  of  tbe  people  are  sstidwl 
with  the  bank  as  it  is,  and  desirous  Uiat  it  dwuM.  be  gob- 
tinued.  They  wished  no  change.  The  strength  of  ti» 
public  sentiment  has  carried  the  bill  ihrou^  Conpc^ 
against  aU  tiie  influence  of  the  admit^stration,  and  til  lie 
pfiwer  of  organiaed  parly.  But  the  President  has  un*f- 
talien,  on  his  own  responsibility,  to  arrest  the  messun, 
by  refusing  his  assent  to  the  bill.  He  is  answer»blc  w 
the  consequences,  therefore,  wliich  necessarily  follo»tbe 
change  which  the  expiration  of  the  bank  charter  w? 
produce :  and  if  these  consequences  altall  prove  daatroi* 
they  can  fairly  be  ascribed  to  his  policy  only,  andiow 
policy  of  his  administration. 

Although,  «r,  I  have  spoken  of  the  effects  of  thii «» 
in  the  Western  country,  it  has  not  been  l>ec»>«^  ^f'^ 
dered  that  part  of  the  United  States  enduaivcly 
bv  it. 

"  Some  of  the  Atlantic  States  may  feel  its  cwisequena* 
perhaps,  as  sensibly  as  tiiosc  of  the  West,  though  noiw 
the  same  reasons.  Tha  concern  manifested  by  PenB?^ 
vania  fbr  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  riwwa  her  lenKW 

the  importance  of  the  bank  to  her  own  interest,  ami  m 
of  the  nation.  That  great  and  enttrprising  State  Km* 
tered  into  an  extensive  system  of  internal  improvtinEBU, 
which  necessarily  makes  heavy  demands  on  licr  crcd-l  wi. 
her  rcsourcesj  and  bv  the  sound  and  acceptable  cuntno 
which  the  bant  aflonls,  by  the  stability  which  it  giwj:* 
private  credit,  and  by  occasional  advances  made  i«  a"!"" 
pation  of  bei-  revenues,  and  in  aid  of  her  great  objtc;. 
she  lias  found  herself  benefited,  doubtless  in  no  uiet**- 
derable  degree.  Her  Legislature  has  instructed  licr  M- 
nators  here  to  advocate  the  renewal  of  the  charter  aith^ 
sessionj  they  have  obeyed  her  voice,  and  yet  thry  !»« 
the  misfortune  to  find  iJiat,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Yt^ 
dent,  the  measure  is  tinconstitutiona],  unnecessary.  ^ 
gerous  to  libertv,  and  is,  mm^over,  ill-timed.  Bot,  )^ 
President,  it  is  not  the  local  interest  of  the  West,  iwtw 
particular  interest  of  Pennsylvania,  or  any  other  SWt 


It  has  been  governed  by  a  wise  fbrenght,  ""ll^JL^rf 
^re  to  avoid  embarrassment  in  tbe  pecaoiary  eooceni* 
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the  country^  to  secure  the  mfe  collection  and  conrement 
tnuunuMon  of  pabtic  mon^a,  to  mttntain  the  circulation 
oftlui  coiuitii^  loundKndiu'euitnovhappitrii.agminat 
the  ponible  eflecta  of  a  irild  spirit  of  specalatwn.  Find- 
ing the  bank  highly  useful.  Congress  htm  tboi^t  fit  to 
provide  for  ita  continuance. 

Am  to  the  time  of  passing  thia  bill,  it  would  seem  to  be 
the  last  thing  to  be  thought  of  as  a  ground  of  objection 
by  the  Frendent;  since,  from  the  date  of  his  first  message 
to  the  present  time,  be  has  never  failed  to  call  our  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  irith  all  ponble  apparent  eameatncH. 
So  early  as  December,  1839,  in  hirmesaare  to  the  two 
Housea,  he  declares  that  he  "  cannot,  in  Justice  to  tite 
parties  interested,  too  soon  present  the  subject  to  the  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  Legislature,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  evils  resulting  from  precipitancy,  in  a  measure  involv- 
ing such  important  principles  and  such  deep  pecuniary 
interests."  Aware  of  this  early  invitation  given  to  Con- 
gress to  take  up  the  subject,  by  the  President  himself, 
the  writer  of  the  message  seems  to  vary  the  ground  of  ob- 
jection, and,  instead  of  complaining  that  the  time  of  bring- 
ing forward  thia  measure  was  premature,  to  inaiat,  rather, 
that,  afterthe  report  of  the  committee  of  the  other  Houae, 
the  bank  ahould  have  withdrawn  its  t^plicatton  for  the 
present!  But  that  report  ofFera  no  jurt  ground,  surely, 
for  such  withdrawal.  The  subject  was  before  Congressi 
it  was  for  Congress  to  decide  upon  it,  with  all  tlte  ligtit 
died  by  the  report;  sod  the  question  of  postponement 
was  lost,  liaving  been  made  in  both  Houses,  by  clear  ma- 
jorities in  each.  Under  such  ^rcumstances,  it  would 
have  been  somewhat  singular,  to  say  the  least,  if  the  bank 
itself  had  withdrawn  its  application.  It  is  indeed  known 
to  every  body,  that  the  report  of  the  committee,  or  any 
thing  contained  in  that  report,  was  very  little  relied  on 
by  the  opposers  of  the  renewal.  If  it  has  been  discover- 
ed elsewMre  that  that  re^rt  coDtained  matter  important 
in  itself,  or  which  should  hare  led  to  further  inquiry,  it 
may  be  proof  of  superior  sagacityi  but  certuniy  no  such 
tiling  was  discerned  by  either  House  of  Congjess. 

But,  air,  do  we  not  now  see  tliat  it  was  time,  and  high 
time,  to  press  this  bill,  and  to  send  it  to  the  President  T 
Doea  not  tlie  event  teach  us  tliat  the  measure  was  not 
brought  forward  one  moment  too  early?  The  time  had 
some  when  the  people  wished  to  know  the  decision  of  the 
administration  on  uie  question  of  tiie  bank.  Why  con- 
ceal it,  or  postpone  its  wlclamtion^  Why,  as  in  re^d  to 
the  tariff^  give  one  set  of  opinions  for  the  North,  and  an- 
other for  the  South? 

An  important  election  is  at  hand,  and  the  renewal  of  the 
bank  cliarter  is  a  pending  object  of  great  interest,  and 
some  euntement.  Should  not  the  opinions  of  men  high 
in  office,  and  candidates  for  re-election,  be  known,  on 
this  as  on  other  ioaportant  public  questions'  Certuniy,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are 
not  yet  mere  man-worsntppers,  that  tiiey  do  not  choose 
their  rulers  without  some  regard  to  their  political  princi- 
ples, or  political  opiniona.  Were  they  to  do  this,  it  would 
be  to  aubject  themselves  voluntarily  to  the  evils  which 
the  hereditary  transmission  of  power,  independent  of  all 
personal  qualification^  inflicts  on  other  nations.  Tbey 
will  judge  their  public  semnts  by  their  acts,  and  con- 
tinue, or  withhold,  tbnr  confidence,  as  they  shall  think  it 
merited,  or  as  they  shall  think  it  forfeited.  In  every  point 
of  view,  therefore,  the  moment  had  arrived,  when  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  Congress  to  come  to  a  result  in  regard 
to  this  highly  important  measure.  The  interests  of  the 
Government,  tiie  interest  of  the  people,  the  dear  and  in- 
dtaputalile  voice  of  public  opinion,  all  called  upon  Con- 
gress to  act  without  further  loss  of  time.  It  dm»  acted, 
ami  its  act  has  been  negatived  by  tiie  Preudenti  and  this 
result  of  the  proceedings  here  places  the  question,  with 
all  iu  conneuuns  and  all  its  inradenis,  fiilly  before  the 
people. 


.  Before  proceeding  to  the  constitutional  question,  there 
are  some  other  topics,  treated  In  the  messi^,  which 
ought  to  be  noticed.  It  commenced  by  an  inftaaoed  state- 
ment of  what  it  calls  the  ^'Atof**  beatowed  upon  tibe 
original  bank  by  the  Government,  or,  indeed,  as  It  is 
phrased,  the  '*  monopoly  of  its  bvor  aitd  aupport;"  and 
through  the  whole  measage  all  poaaible  changes  are  rung 
on  the  "  gratuity,*'  the  "  exclusive  privileges,"  and  "  mo- 
nopoly," of  the  bank  charter.  Now,  Mr,  the  truth  is,  that 
the  powers  conferred  on  the  bank  are  such,  and  no  other, 
as  are  usually  conferred  on  sinular  iiwtitutiaiis.  Tbey 
constitute  no  nionopoly,  although  some  of  tbem  are,  oif 
neceanty,  and  with  propriety,  exclusive  privileges.  "The 
original  act,"  says  the  message,  "operated  as  a  gratui^ 
of  manj'  millions  to  the  stockholders."  What  fiiir  foun- 
dation 18  there  for  this  remark?  The- stockholders  re- 
ceived their  charter  not  gratuitously,  but  for  a  valuable 
consideration  in  money,  prescribed  by  Congress,  and  ac- 
tually ^id.  Sometimes  the  stock  has  been  above  par,  at 
other  times  below  par,  according  to  prudence  in  manage* 
ment,  or  aceordii^f  to  cwnmercial  occurrences.  But  if, 
by  a  judicious  administration  of  ita  afliiirs,  it  had  kept  ita 
stock  always  above  par,  what  pretence  would  there  be, 
nevertheless,  for  saying  that  such  augmentation  of  its 
value  was  a  "  gratuity"  from  Government?  The  mes- 
sage proceeds  to  declare  that  the  present  act  proposes 
anotiier  donation^  another  grntiu^*  to  the  aame  men,  of 
at  least  seven  miUions  more.  It  seems  to  ne  that  this  is 
an  extraordinary  sUtement,  and  an  extraordinary  style  of 
argument,  for  such  a  subject  and  on  such  an  occason.  > 
In  the  first  place,  the  facts  are  all  assumed;  they  are  taken 
for  true  without  evidence.  There  are  no  prooft  that  any 
benefit  to  that  amount  will  accrue  to  the  atockholders,  nor 
any  experience  to  justify  the  expectation  of  it.  It  rests 
on  random  estimates,  or  mere  conjecture.  But  suppose 
the  continuance  of  the  charter  should  prove  beneficial  to 
the  stockholders,  do  they  not  pay  for  \tt  They  give  twice 
as  much  for  a  cliarter  of  fifteen  years,  aa  was  given  beftve 
for  one  of  twenty.  And  if  the  proposed  bonus  or  pre- 
mium be  not,  in  the  President's  judgment,  large  enough, 
would  he,  nevertheless,  on  such  a  mere  matter  of  opinion 
aa  that,  negative  the  whole  bill?  May  not  Congress  be 
trusted  to  decide,  even  on  auch  a  subject  as  the  amount 
of  the  money  premium  to  be  received  b^  Govemromt 
for  a  charter  of  this  kind?  But,  sir,  there  is  a  larger  and 
a  much  more  just  view  of  this  subject.    The  bill  was  not 

Eassed  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  the  present  stock- 
olders.  Their  benefit,  if  any,  is  incidental  and  collateral. 
Nor  was  it  passed  on  any  idea  that  they  had  a  rigiit  to  a 
renewed  cnai-tcr,  although  the  message  ai^es  against 
auch  right,  as  if  it  had  been  aomewhere  aet  up  and  asserted. 
No  such  right  has  been  asserted  by  any  body. 

Congress  passed  the  bill,  not  aa  a  bounty  or  a  &vor  to 
the  present  stockholders,  nor  to  comply  witii  any  demand 
of  right  on  tiieir  part,  but  to  promote  great  public  inte- 
rests, for  great  public  objects.  Every  bank  must  have 
some  stockholders,  utdess  it  be  such  a  bank  as  the  Presi- 
dent has  recommendefl,  and  in  regard  to  which  lie  seems 
not  likely  to  find  much  concurrence  of  other  men's  opi- 
nions; and  if  the  stockholders,  whoever  they  may  be, 
conduct  the  tfftin  of  the  bank  prudent^,  the  expectation 
is  always,  of  course,  that  they  will  make  it  profitable  to 
themselves,  ns  well  as  useful  to  the  public.  If  a  bank 
charter  is  not  to  be  granted,  because  it  may  be  profitably 
either  in  a  small  or  great  degree,  to  the  stockholclers,  no 
charter  can  be  granted.  The  objection  lies  against  all 
banks.  Sir,  the  object  aimed  at  by  such  institutions  is  to 
connect  the  public  safety  and  convenience  with  private 
interests.  It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  banks 
are  safiMt  under  private  management,  and  that  Govern- 
ment  banks  are  unong-the  must  dangerous  of  all  inven- 
tion. Now,  nr,  the  whole  drift  of  the  message  is  to  re- 
v«ve  the  settled  judgment  of  all  the  cinUsed  wwld,  and 
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to  Mt  up  Gorenunent  bftnk«,  independent  ot  private  in- 
tcrat,  of  prirate  control.  For  tbii  purpoae  the  message 
labors,  even  beyond  the  measure  of  all  its  other  labors,  to 
create  jealousies  and  prejudices,  on  the  ground  of  the 
alleged  benefit  which  individuals  will  derive  from  the  re- 
newal of  this  charter.  Much  less  effort  is  made  to  show 
that  Government,  or  the  public,  will  be  injured  by  the 
bill,  than  that  individuals  wilt  profit  by  it  Followin(>  up 
the  impulses  of  the  nme  spirit,  the  message  goes  on 
gravely  to  allege  that  the  act,  as  passed  by  Congress,  pro- 
pOMS  to  make  a  present  of  some  millions  of  dollars  to 
roreigncrs;  tieeause  a  portion  of  the  stock  is  holden  by 
foreigners.  Sir,  how  would  this  sort  of  argument  apply 
to  other  cases?  The  Prendent  has  shown  himself  not 
only  willing,  but  anxious,  to  pay  off  the  three  per  cent, 
stocks  of  the  United  States  at  par,  notwithstanding  that  it 
it  notorious  that  fbreigfien  are  owners  of  tlie  greater  part 
of  it.  Why  should  he  not  call  that  a  donation  to  foreign- 
ers of  many  millions  ? 

I  will  not  dwell  particularly  on  this  part  of  the  messi^e. 
Its  tone  and  its  arguments  are  «U  in  the  same  strain.  It 
speaks  of  the  certain  gHin  of  the  present  stockholders,  of 
the  value  of  the  monopoly)  it  says  that  all  monopolies  are 
granted  at  the  expense  of  tbe  public;  that  tlie  many  mil- 
fiiHW  which  this  bill  bestows  on  the  ftockholders.  come 
out  of  the  earnings  of  the  people;  that  if  Government 
■ells  monopoUes,  it  ought  to  sell  them  in  open  market; 
that  it  ts  an  erroneous  idea  that  the  present  stockholders 
have  a  prescriptive  right  either  to  the  favor  or  the  bounty 
of  Oovernmenti  that  the  stock  is  in  the  banda  of  a  few, 
and  that  the  whtrfe  American  people  are  excluded  from 
competition  in  the  purchaw  of  the  monopoly.  To  all  this  I 
say,  again,  that  much  of  it  is  assumption  without  proof; 
much  of  it  is  an  argument  anunst  that  which  nobody  has 
nHdnHined  or  asserted,  and  the  rest  of  it  would  be  equally 
strong  against  any  charter,  at  any  tnne.  These  objections 
existed  in  their  full  strength,  whatever  that  wu.  against 
the  first  bank.  They  existed,  in  like  manner,  against  the 
present  bank  at  its  creation,  and  will  always  exist  against 
ail  banks.  Indeed,  as  to  tlie  bill  now  before  us,  all  the 
bolt  found  with  that  is,  that  it  proposes  to  continue  the 
bank  substantially  sa  it  now  exists.  **  All  the  objection- 
abte  principles  of  the  euttlftg  corpfH«tion."  says  the  mes- 
sage, "and  moat  ofitsodioutKatures,  are  retuiied  without 
alleviation;"  so  that  the  measure  is  aimed  against  the 
bank,  as  it  has  existed  from  the  first,  and  against  any  and 
all  others  resembling  it  in  its  general  features!  Allow 
me  now,  sir,  to  take  notice  of  an  argument,  founded  on 
the  practical  operation  of  the  bank.  That  argument  is 
this.  Little  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  is  held  in  Uie  West, 
being  chiefly  owned  by  cutizens  of  the  Southern  and 
Eastern  Statea,  and  by  foreigners.  But  tlie  Western  and 
Southwestern  States  owe  the  bank  a  heavy  debt,  so  heavy 
that  tbe  interest  amounts  to  a  million  six  hundred  thousand 
a  year.  This  interest  is  carried  to  the  Eastern  States, 
or  to  Europe,  annually,  and  its  payment  ia  a  burden  un  the 
people  of  the  West,  and  a  drain  of  their  currency,  wliich 
no  country  can  bear  without  inconvenience  and  diatress. 
The  true  character  and  the  whole  value  of  this  argument 
are  manifest  by  the  mere  statement  of  it.  The  people  of 
the  West  are.  from  their  situation,  necenarily  large  bor- 
rowen.  They  need  money  capital,  and  they  borrow  it 
because  they  can  derive  a  benefit  from  its  use,  much  be- 
yond the  interest  which  they  pay.  They  borrow  at  six 
per  cent,  of  the  bank,  although  the  value  of  money  with 
them  is  at  least  as  high  as  eight.  Nevertlieless,  althougli 
they  borrowed  at  this  low  rate  of  interest,and  although  they 
tue  all  they  botrow  thus  profitably,  yet  titer  cannot  pay 
the  interest  without  **  inconvenience  and  distress;"  apd 
then,  sir,  follows  the  logical  eonehiMon,  that  although 
they  cannot  pay  even  the  interest  without  inconvenience 
and  distress,  yet  less  than  four  years  is  ample  time  for  the 
bank  to  call  in  tbe  whole,  beUi  principal  and  ititerest. 


without  cansii^  more  than  a  Kgltt  preasore!  Tbisiitbe 
argumeoL  Then  follows  anotiier,  wlucb  Buy  be  ttmi 
stated.  It  is  competent  to  tbe  States  to  tax  the  propo^ 
of  thdr  citizens  vested  in  the  stock  this  bank,  but  the 
power  ia  denied  of  taxing  tbe  stock  of  foreigner*;  ibere- 
fore,  the  stock  will  be  worth  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent, 
more  to  foreignera  than  to  residents,  and  will  of  coune 
inevitably  leave  tlie  country,  and  make  tbe  Amoicn 
people  wbtnra  to  aliens  in  ninriy  tiie  whole  anount  Aae 
the  bank*  and  tend  across  tlie  AtlanUc  fron  two  to  fitc 
millions  of  iqiecie  every  year,  to  pay  the  bank  dividend 
Hr.  Prendettt,  arguments  like  these  ought  be  nioremi& 
ly  disposed  (A,  were  it  not  that  tlie  high  and  (^Qilnaice 
from  which  they  proceed  imposes  the  neceasi^  of  treat- 
ing them  with  respect.  In  the  first  place,  it  may  nfelybe 
denied  that  tbe  stock  of  tbe  bank  is  ai^  more  valvule  to 
foreigners  than  to  our  own  citizens,  or  an  object  of  greater 
denre  to  them,  except  in  so  far  as  ca|Mtal  may  be  mfc 
abundant  in  the  foreign  country,  ^nd  therefore  its  ovsen 
more  in  want  of  opportuni^  of  investment  The  forcigB 
stockholder  enjoys  no  exemption  from  taxation.  He  a, 
of  course,  taxed  by  his  own  Government  for  his  income) 
derived  firom  this  as  well  as  other  proper^;  sod  this  is  i 
full  answer  to  the  whole  statement.  But  it  may  be  ulded, 
in  tbe  second  place,  that  it  is  not  the  practice  of  cinfiitd 
States  to  tax  the  property  of  foreigners  under  sudld^ 
ciimstances.  Do  we  tax,  or  do  we  ever  tax,  the  fore^n 
holders  of  our  public  debt?  Does  Peniwylvants,  Ncv 
York,  or  Ohio  tax  the  foreign  holders  of  stock  in  tiie 
loans  contracted  by  either  of  these  States?  Certunly  not. 
Sir.  I  must  confess  I  had  little  expected  to  see,  m  sscb 
an  occ:a«on  as  the  present,  a  labcn-ed  and  repeated  Mtc^it 
to  produce  an  impression  on  tbe  public  opimon,  unfiT^ 
able  to  the  bank,  firom  the  (uieumatanee  that  fimiBDOl 
are  among  itsBtockliolders.  -I  have  no  faesttstion  in  n^ 
that  I  deem  such  a  itrain  of  remark  aa  the  messsgecoB- 
tains,  on  tliis  point,  coming  from  the  Preadent  of  die 
United  States,  to  be  injurious  to  the  credit  and  chartcUr 
of  the  country  abroad;  because  it  manifests  a  jealou^,  i 
lurking  disposition  not  to  respect  the  proper^  of  fbre^ 
ers  invited  hither  bv  our  own  laws.  And.  nr.  whstiiitt 
tendency  but  to  exate  this  jealousy,  and  create  groundka 
prejudices^ 

Prom  the  commencement  of  the  Government  it  hu  ben 
thought  desirable  to  invite,  rather  than  to  repel,  the  intn- 
duction  of  foreign  capital-  Our  stocks  have  all  been  opts 
to  foreign  subscriptions,  and  the  State  banks,  in  like  mas- 
oer.  are  fi  ee  tu  foreign  ownersliip.  Wliatever  State  hii 
created  a  debt,  has  been  willing  that  foreignersdtouldbe- 
oome  purchasers,  and  denrous  of  it.  ilow  long  is  it.  iVt 
nnce  Congress  itself  passed  a  law,  vesting  new  powen  is 
the  Present  of  the  United  Stetea  over  the  cities  in  dw 
District,  fbr  tlie  very  purpoee  of  increasing  Aeir  cw* 
abroad,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  borrow  money  toptjr 
their  subscriptions  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  csnal*  tt 
is  easy  to  say  that  there  is  danger  to  liberty,  daiwer  to  in- 
dependence, in  a  bank  open  to  foreign  stockhrfdcn— ll^ 
cause  it  is  ea^  to  say  any  thing.  But  nattier  reann  «* 
experience  proves  any  such  danger.  The  foreign  MOck- 
holder  cannot  be  a  cUreetor.  He  baa  no  v«ce  evenis  tbe 
choice  of  directors.  His  money  is  placed  entirely  in  the 
management  of  the  directors  appointed  by  tbe  Ppewfea 
and  Senate,  and  by  the'American  stockholdefa.  So  hr« 
there  is  dependence,  or  influence,  atlter  way,  it  is  to  tf* 
disadvantage  of  the  foreign  stockholder.  He  bai  parted 
with  the  control  over  his  own  property,  instead  of  «^ 
cinng  control  over  tbe  property  w  over  the  adioMn 
others.  And.  sir.  let  it  now  be  added,  in  further  somf 
to  this  whole  class  of  objeolion^  diat  experience  has  ^ 
dantly  confuted  them  all.  This  Government  has  evMn 
forty-three  years,  and  hat  maintained,  in  full  beiofw 
operation,  a  bank,  such  u  is  now  propoaed  to  be  feiK*c4 
fbr  thirty^x  yetn  out  of  the  for^-three.   We  bare  mm 
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for  «  moment  tuul  a  bank  not  aubjeot  to  every  one  of  tbese 
objections.  Always  forei^ers  might  be  stocleboldem 
always  fweign  stock  has  been  exempt  from  State  taxation, 
as  mach  as  at  present!  alvea^the-aame  power  and  privi- 
lege«t  always  all  tbat  which  IS  now  called  a  "monopoty," 
a  "gratuib',"  a  "present,"  has  been  ponseased  by  the 
bank.  And  yet  there  has  been  found  no  <^ger  to  liberty, 
no  intro^ction  of  foreign  influence,  and  no  aocumulation 
of  irresponsible  power  in  a  ftw  bands.  1  cannot  but  hope, 
therefore,  tbaj:  die  people  of  the  United  States  will  not 
nowyield  up  their  jadgment  to  those  notions,  which  would 
reverse  all  our  past  experience,  and  persuade  as  to  dia- 
continoe  a  tisefiil  institution,  from  the  influence  of  vague 
and  unfounded  declamation  against  its  danger  to  the  pub- 
lic liberties.  Our  liberties,  indeed,  nnut  itand  upon  very 
frail  foundations,  if  the  Government  eanlMit,  wiuiout  en- 
dangering  them,  avail  itself  of  those  common  facilities,  in 
the  o(4lection  of  its  revenues,  aiid  the  management  of  its 
finances,  which  all  other  Governments,  in  commercial 
countries,  find  useful  and  necessary.  In  order  to  justify 
its  alarm  for  the  security  of  our  independence,  the  mes- 
sage supposes  a  case.  It  supposes  that  the  bank  should 
pass  priudpally  into  tiie  hands  of  the  subjeetA  of  a  foreign 
country,  and  that  we  should  be  involved  in  war  with  that 
country,  and  then  it  exclaims,  "  what  would  be  our  con- 
dition?" Why,  ur,  it  isplsJn  that  all  the  advantages  would 
be  on  our  side.  The  bank  would  still  be  our  institution, 
subject  to  our  own  laws,  and  all  its  directors  elected  by 
oursehret:  and  our  means  would  be  enhanced,  not  by  the 
conftscation  and  plunder,  but  by  the  proper  use  of  the 
forogn  capital  in  our  hands.  And,  sir,  it  nsinguWenoagh, 
that  this  vety  state  of  war,  from  i^ich  this  anpiment 
against  a  bank  is  drawn,  is  the  very  thine  which,  more 
than  all  others,  convinced  the  country  and  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  necessity  of  a  national  bank.  So  much  was 
the  want  of  such  an  institiition  felt  in  the  late  war,  that 
the  subject  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  constantly, 
from  the  dedaration  of  that  war  down  to  the  time  wlten 
the  eusting  bank  was  actually  established;  so  that,  inthis' 
respect,  as  well  as  in  others,  the  argument  of  the  message 
is  directly  opposed  to  the  whole  experience  of  the 
vernment,  and  to  the  general  and  long  settled  conviction 
of  the  country. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Presi- 
dent's constitutional  objections  to  the  bank;  atid  I  cannot 
forbear  to  say,  in  regard  to  them,  that  he  appears  to  me 
to  have  asaamed  verjr  extraordimnr  grounds  of  reaKming. 
He  denies  that  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  is  a  set- 
tled question.  If  it  be  not,  will  it  ever  become  so,  or  what 
disputed  question  can  be  settled?  I  have  already  observ- 
ed, that  for  thirty-six  years  out  of  the  forty-three,  during 
which  the  Government  has  been  in  bein^,  a  bank  has  ex- 
isted, such  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  continued. 

As  early  as  1791,  after  great  deliberation,  the  first  bank 
churter  was  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved  by  Prew- 
dent  Washington.  It  established  an  mstitution,  resun- 
bling,  in  all  things  now  objected  to,  the  present  bank. 
That  bank,  like  tliis,  could  take  lands  in  payment  of  its 
<]ebtst  that  charter,  like  ttie  present,  gave  the  States  no 
power  of  taxation)  it  allowed  foreigners  to  hold  stock,  it 
restrained  Congress  from  creatingother  banks.  It  gave, 
also,  exclusive  privileges,  and  in  all  particulars  it  was,  ac- 
cortUngtatbe  doctrines  of  the  message,  as  objectionable 
as  that  now  existing.  The  bank  continued  twenty  years. 
In  1816,  the  present  institutim  was  established,  and  baa 
been  ever  since  in  full  operatitm.  Now,  sir,  the  question 
of  the  power  of  Cdngress  to  create  such  institutions  has 
been  contested  in  every  manner  known  to  our  constitution 
and  laws.  The  forms  of  the  Government  furnish  no  new 
mode  in  which  to  try  this  question.  It  has  been  discuss- 
ed over  and  over  again,  in  Congress:  it  has  been  argued 
and  solemnly  adjudged  in  the  Supreme  Court;  eveiy  Pre- 
sident, except  the  present,  has  considered  it  a  settled 


question!  many  of  the  State  IjCgislaturea  have  instructed 
their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  banki  the  tribunals  of  the 
States,  in  every  instance,  liave  supported  its  constitution- 
ality; and,  beyondall  doubtand  tuapute,  the  general  pub- 
lic opinion  of  the  country  has  at  all  times  given,  and  does 
now  ^ivc,  its  fiiU  sanction  and  approbation  to  the  exereise 
of  this  power  as  being  ft  constitutional  power.  There  has 
been  no  opinion  questionii^  the  power,  expressed  or  inti- 
mated, at  any  time,  1^  either  House  of  Congress,  by  any 
President,  or  byany  respectable  judicial  tribunal.  Now, 
sir,  if  this  practice  of  near  forty  years,  if  these  repeated 
exertions  of  the  power,  if  this  stdemn  adjudication  of  the 
Supreme  Coort,  with  the  ooncorrence  and  appn^M^n  of 
public  opinion,  do  not  aettle  the  queatim,  how  is  any  ques- 
tion ever  to  be  settled,  about  which  any  one  may  choose 
to  raise  a  doubt?  The  argument  of  the  message,  upon  the 
congressional  precedents,  is  either  a  bold  and  grcns  fallaF 
cy,  or  else  it  is  an  assertion  without  proo&,  and  agunst 
known  facta.  The  message  admita  that,  in  1791,  Con- 
gress decided  in  iavor  of  a  oank;  but  it  adds  that  another 
Congress,  in  1811,  decided  agaiiut  it.  Now,  if  it  be  meant 
that,  in  1811,  Congress deddedatpost the  bsnkon  consti- 
tutional ground,  Uien  the  assertion  is  wholly  incorrect, 
and  against  notorious  facta.  It  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  many  members  in  both  Houses  voted  against  the  bank 
in  1811,  wlio  had  no  doubt  at  all  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress.  Tliey  were  entirely  eovemed  by 
other  reasons  given  at  the  time.  I  appeal,  sir,  to  the 
honorable  member  from  Maryland,  [Ur.  Smitb,]  who  was 
then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  voted  against  tbe  bank, 
whether  he,  and  triers  who  were  on  the  same  side,  did 
not  frive  tbcne  votes  on  other  well  known  grounds,  end  not 
at  all  on  the  constitutional  ground. 

[Mr.  SMITH  here  rose,  and  said  that  be  voted  against 
the  bank  in  1611,  but  not    all  Ml  constitational  grounds, 
and  had  DO  doubt  such  was  the  esse  with  otmr 
bera.] 

We  all  kiiowi  wr,  continued  Mr.  W.,  the  &ct  to  be 
as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  stated  it.  Eveiy 
man  who  recollects,  or  who  hss  read  the  political  occur- 
rences of  that  day,  knows  it.  Therefore,  if  the  message 
intends  to  say  that,  in  1811,  Congressdeniedtheexistence 
of  any  such  constitutional  power,  the  declaration  is  unwar- 
ranted— is  a]t<^ther  at  vatiance  with  the  facta.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  only  intends  to  say  Uut  Congress  de- 
cided t^iainst  the  proposition  then  beiOTe  it,  cm  some  other 
grounds,  then  it  allies  that  which  is  notiiing  at  all  to  the 
purpose.  The  argument,  dien,  either  assumes  for  truth 
that  which  is  not  true,  or  else  ^e  wh(4e  statement  is  im- 
material and  futile.  But,  whoever  value  others  may  attach 
to  this  ailment,  the  message  thinks  so  highly  of  it,  that 
it  proceeds  to  repeat  it.  "One  Congress,"  it  says,  "in 
1815,  decided  against  a  bank;  another,  in  1816,  decided 
in  ita  favor.  There  is  nothing  in  precedent,  therefore, 
which,  if  its  authority  were  admitted,  ouftht  to  weigh  in 
&vor  of  the  act  before  me.'*  Now,  nr,  since  it  is  known 
to  the  whole  country,  one  cannot  but  wonder  how  it  should 
remain  unknown  to  the  President,  that  Congress  did  not 
decide  against  a  bank  in  1815.  On  the  contrary,  that  very 
Congress  passed  a  bill  for  creating  a  bank  by  very  large  ma- 
jorities. In  one  form,  it  is  true,  tbe  bill  failed  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  but  the  vote  was  reconudered,  the  bill 
recommitted,  and  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  to  thirty-nine.  There  is,  therefore,  not  only 
no  solid  ground,  but  not  even  any  pUunble  pretence,  toe 
the  assertion  tiut  Congress,  in  1815,  decided  agunat  the 
bank.  That  very  Congress  passed  a  bill  to  create  a  bank, 
and  ita  decision,  therefore,  is  precisely  the  other  way,  and 
Is  a  direct  practical  preccdentinbvor  of  tbe  constitutional 
power.  What  are  we  to  tliink  of  a  constitutional  argu- 
ment, which  dealsin  this  way  with  historical  facta?  When 
the  message  declaresj  as  it  doesdeclare,  that  titere  is  no- 
ithing  in  precedent  which  ou^t  to  w«gh  in  &vor  of  tirn 
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power,  it  seta  at  nui|;ht  repeMed  act*  of  Con^reaa  affirm- 
ing' the  power,  and  it  tAto  atatea  other  acts  v^ich  were,  in 
fact,  and  whidi  are  well  known  to  have  been  directly  the 
rererae  of  what  the  message  represents  them.  There  is 
not,  ur,  the  slightest  reaaon  to  think  that  any  Senate,  or 
any  House  of  Representatives,  ever  assembled  under  the 
constitution,  contained  a  majority  tiiat  doubted  the  consti- 
tutional existence  of  the  power  of  Confess  to  establish  a 
bank.  Whenever  the  question  has  arisen,  and  has  been 
decided,  it  has  been  always  decided  one  way.  The  legis- 
lative precedents  all  aasert  and  maintain  the  powerj  and 
these  legislative  precedents  have  been  the  law  of  the  land 
for  almost  fbr^  years.  Th^  settle  the  construction  of  the 
constitution,  lind  sanction  the  exercise  of  the  power  in 
question  so  far  as  these  enils  can  ever  be  accomplished  by 
any  legislative  precedents  whatever.  But  the  Prewdent 
doles  not  admit  the  authority  of  precedent.  Sir,  I  have 
always  found  that  those  who  habitually  deny  most  vehe- 
mently the  general  force  of  precedent,  and  assert  most 
strongly  the  supremacy  of  private  opinion,  are  yet,  of  alt 
men,  most  tenacioas  or  that  very  auUiority  of  precedent 
whenever  it  happena  to  be  in  their  favor.  I  beg  leave  to 
ask,  nr,  upon  what  ground,  except  tiiat  of  precedent,  and 
precedent  alone,  the  President's  friends  have  placed  hia 

Eower  of  removal  from  office.  No  such  power  is  given 
y  the  constitution  in  tcrroa,  nor  any  where  intimated 
throughout  the  whole  of  itf  no  paragraph  or  clause  of  that 
inatrument  recwnisesaueh  a  power.  To  say  the  least,  it 
is  as  questionable,  and  lias  been  as  of\en  questioned,  as 
the  power  of  Congress  to  cre^  a  bankf  and,  enlightened 
by  what  has  passed  under  our  own  obser^'ation,  we  now 
see  that  it  is,  of  all  powers,  the  mtnt  capable  of  flagrant 
abuse.  Now,  wr,  I  ask,  again,  what  becomes  of  this  power, 
if  the  authority  of  precedent  be  taken  away?  U  has  all 
along  been  dewed  to  exist,  it  is  nowhere  found  in  the  con- 
stitution, and  itsreoeat  exercise,  or,  to  call  things  by  their 
right  names,  its  recent  abuse,  has,  more  than  any  other 
ain^e  cause,  rendered  good  men  either  cool  in  their 
affections  toward  the  Government  of  their  country,  or 
doubtful  of  its  lung  continuance.  Yet  this  power  has  pre- 
cedent, and  the  President  exercises  it.  We  know,  sir, 
that,  without  the  aid  of  that  precedent,  his  acta  could  never 
have  received  the  sanction  of  this  body,  even  at  a  time 
when  his  voice  waa  somewhat  more  potential  here  than  it 
now  ia,  or,  as  I  trust,  ever  again  will  be. 

Does  the  President,  then,  reject  the  authori^  of  all 
precedent,  except  what  is  suitable  to  his  own  purposes  to 
use }  And  does  he  use,  without  stint  or  measure,  all  pre- 
cedents whicli  may  augment  his  own  power,  or  gratify  his 
wishes?  But  if  the  Premdent  thinks  lightly  of  the  autho- 
rity of  Congress,  in  construing  the  constitution,  he  thinks 
■tul  more  lightly  of  the  authority  of  tiie  Supreme  Court, 
lie  BSMTts  a  ri|*ht  of  imfividual  judgment  on  constitutional 
questions,  which  is  totally  inconsistent  with  any  proper 
Mininistration  of  the  Government,  or  any  regtilar  execu- 
'tion  of  the  laws.  Social  disorder,  entire  uncertainty  in 
regard  to  individual  rights  and  indindual  duties,  the  cessa- 
tion of  legal  authority,  confunon,  the  dissolution  of  free 
Government — all  these  are  the  inevitable  consequences 
of  the  prinaples  adopted  by  the  message,  whenever  tiiey 
shall  be  carried  to  their  full  extent  Hitherto  it  baa  been 
thought  that  the  final  deurion  of  constitutional  questions 
belonged  to  the  supreme  judical  tributwL  The  very  na- 
ture of  free  Government,  it  has  been  supposed,  enjoins 
this:  and  our  constitution,  moreover,  has  been  understood 
so  to  proride,  clearly  and  expressly.  It  is  true  that  each 
branch  of  the  Legislature  has  an  undoubted  ri^ht,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  fvmctions,  to  consider  the  constitutionality 
of  a  law  proposed  to  be  passed.  Tliis  is  naturally  a  part 
of  its  duty,  and  neither  branch  can  be  compelled  to  pass 
any  law,  or  do  any  other  act,  which  itdeemstobe  beyond 
the  reach  of  its  constitutiomd  power.  The  President  has 
the  sane  ri^t  when  a  bill  is  presented  for  his  approval; 


for  he  is,  doubtless,  bound  to  eonrider,  in  all  cases,  whe- 
ther iudi  bill  be  compatible  with  the  eonstituticmi  and 
whether  he  can  approve  it  connstently  with  his  ostii  of 
office.  But  when  a  law  has  been  passed  by  Congress^  and 
approved  by  the  President,  it  is  now  no  longer  in  the 
power,  either  of  the  same  President,  or^is  successors,  to 
say  whether  the  law  is  constitutional  or  not.  He  is  not  at 
liberty  to  disregard  it;  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  feel  or  to  afTect 
"constitutional  scruples,**  and  to  ait  in  judgment  himself 
on  the  validi^  of  a  statute  <^  the  Government,  and  to  nal- 
lify  it  ifhe  so  chooaes.  After  a  law  has  paved  through 
all  the  requirite  fonnsi  after  it  has  received  the  reqmsrte 
legislative  sanction  and  the  Executive  approval  the  ques- 
tion of  its  conatitutionality  then  becomes  a  judicial  ques- 
tion, and  a  judicial  question  skme.  Tn  the  courts,  that 
question  may  be  raised,  argued,  and  adjudgcdf  it  can  be 
adjudged  nowhere  else. 

The  Prendent  is  as  much  bound  by  the  law  aa  any  pri- 
vate citizen,  and  can  no  more  cmtestita  validity  than  aay 
private  citizen.  He  may  refuse  to  obey  the  law,  and  so 
may  a  private  citiieni  but  both  do  it  at  thdr  own  penl, 
and  neither  of  them  can  settle  the  questimi  of  its  validity. 
Tlie  President  may  say  a  law  is  unconstitutional,  but  he  is 
not  the  judge.  Who  Is  to  decide  that  question?  The 
judiciary,  alone,  poaseasestbis  unquestionable  and  hitberfo 
unquestioned  ri^t.  The  judicaury  is  the  constituiioii^ 
tribunal  of  appeal,  for  the  citizens,  against  both  Congite 
and  the  Execultve,  in  regard  to  the  conatitutionality  of 
laws.  It  has  iliis  jurisdiction  expressly  conferred  upon  it: 
and  when  it  has  decided  the  question,  its  judgment  must, 
from  the  very  nature  of  all  judgments  that  are  fira),  and 
from  which  tliere  is  no  appeal,  be  conclusive.  HiUierto, 
this  opiniui),  and  a  correspondent  practice,  have  pre>-ailed 
in  America,  with  all  wise  and  considerate  men.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  there  would  be  no  government  of  lawa;  but 
we  should  air  Uve  under  the  government,  the  nile,  the 
caprices  of  individuals,  tf  we  depart  from  tiie  olwervcDce 
of  these  salutary  prini^ples,  the  Executive  power  becomes 
at  once  purely  despotic;  for  the  President,  if  the  principle 
and  the  reasoning  of  the  message  be  sound,  may  eithtf 
execute,  or  not  execute,  the  laws  of  the  land,  according 
to  his  sovereign  pleasure.  He  may  refuse  to  put  into 
cution  one  law,  pronounced  valid  by  all  the  branches  e£ 
the  Government,  and  yet  execute  another,  which  ma} 
have  been,  by  constitutional  authori^,  pronounced  void- 
On  the  argument  the  message,  the  Prendent  of  die 
United  States  holds,  under  a  new  pretence,  a  <&pemiBg 
power  over  the  laws,  as  absolute  as  was  claimed  by  Junes 
the  Second  of  England,  a  month  before  he  was  compelled 
to  fljj  tlie  kii)|;dom.  That  which  is  now  claimed  for  the 
Prendent  is,  m  truth,  nothing  less,  and  nothing  else,  than 
the  old  dispensing  power  asserted  by  the  Kings  erf'  Biu^and 
in  the  worst  of  times— the  very  cKmax,  indeed,  of  aH  the 
preposterous  pretentaona  of  the  Tudor  and  the  Stoait 
races. 

According  to  the  doctrines  put  forth  by  the  Pr^sdeni. 
although  Congress  may  have  passed  a  law,  and  altboo^ 
the  Supreme  Court  may  have  pronouncedit  conatitational, 
yet  it  IS,  nevertheless,  no  law  at  all,  if  be,  in  his  good 
pleasure,  sees  fit  to  deny  its  effect;  in  other  words,  to  re- 
peal and  annul  it.  Sir,  no  Prendent,  uid  no  pubGe  dmai 
ever  before  advanced  such  doctrines  in  the  uce  of  die 
nation.  There  never  waa  befcnv  a  moment  in  which  any 
President  would  have  been  tolerated  in  asserting  sudi  a 
claim  to  despotic  power.  Afler  Congress  has  passed  tbc 
law,  and  tiie  Supreme  Court  has  pronounced  its  ,|odg- 
ment  on  the  very  point  in  controversy,  the  Preside nd 
has  set  up  his  own  private  jud^ent  against  its  coastita- 
tional  interpretation.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  «r,  that  it 
is  the  present  law,  it  is  the  hct  of  I8I61  it  is  the  present 
charter  of  the  bank^  which  the  Prendent  pronounces  to 
be  unconstitutional.  It  is  no  bank  to  be  created,  it  b 
law  proposed  to  be  paned;  wUch  he  denouneeaf  it  b  tbe 
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|»w  now  eiiatinp,  passed  by  Congress,  approved  by  Pre- 
sident Madison,  and  sanctioned  by  a  solemn  judpneitt  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  be  now  declares  unconsdtu- 
tional,  and  which,  of  course*  so  far  as  it  may  depend  on 
him,  cannot  be  executed. 

If  tliese  opinions  of  the  President  be  maintained,  there 
is  an  end  of  all  law  and  all  judicial  authority.  Statutes 
mre  but  reeominendations,  judgments  no  more  tban  opi- 
nions.  Both  are  equally  destitute  of  bindinff  force.  Such 


a  universal  power  as  is  now  claimed  fur  him,  a  power  of  cording  to  tliii  sort  of  reasonings,  by  the  constitution.  This 


jud^ng  over  the  laws,  and  over  the  decisions  of  ute  tribu- 
nal, is  nothittg*  else  tlun  pure  despotism,  if  conceded 
to  him,  it  makes  him,  at  once,  what  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth prochumed  himself  to  be*  when  be  said,  **1  am  the 
State." 

The  Supreme  Court  baa  unanimously  decided  ftnd  ad- 
judged that  the  existing  bank  is  created  by  a  constitutional 
law  of  Congress.  As  has  been  before  observed,  this  bank, 
ao  fir  as  the  present  question  is  concerned,  is  like  that 
which  was  establbhed  in  1791  by  Washington,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  great  men  of  tliat  day.  In  every  form, 
therefore,  in  which  the  question  can  be  raised,  it  has  been 
raised*  and  has  been  settled.  £very  process*  and  every 
mode  oftrial  known  to  the  constitution  and  law^  lias  been 
«xhattsted;  and  always,  and  without  exeention,  the  vali- 
dity has  been  in  favor  of  the  law.  But  all  this  practice, 
alt  this  precedent,  all  this  public  approbation,  all  this 
•oliemn  sdjadieation  directly  on  the  point,  is  to  be  diare- 
varded  and  rejected,  and  the  eonstitutiooal  power  flatly 
%iiied.  And,  sir,  if  we  are  startled  at  Uiis  con<^usion, 
9ur  surprise  will  not  be  lessened  when  we  examine  the 
argtiment  by  which  it  is  maintained. 
.  By  the  constitution,' Congress  is  authorized  to  pus  all 
hws  •'necessary  and  proper"  for  otn-ying  its  own  legis- 
l:itive  powers  into  effect.  Congress  tus  deemed  a  bank 
to  be  "necessary  and  proper"  for  these  purposes,  and  it 
b!M,  therefore,  esUblislied  a  bank.  But  althoui^h  the  law 
tiafi  been-passed,  and  the  bank  established,  and  the  consti- 
tutional validity  of  its  charter  solemnly  adjudged,  yet  the 
President  pronounces  it  unconstitutional,  because  some  of 
the  powers  bestowed  on  the  bank  are*  in  hi*  opinion,  not 
necessary  or  proper.  It  would  appear  that  powers  which* 
in  1791  and  tS16*  in  the  time  of  Washington,  and  iu  tlie 
<ime  of  Madison,  were  <leemed  ** necessary  and  proper," 
«re  no  longer  to  be  so  regarded,  and  therefore  tlie  bank 
is  unconstitutional.  It  has  reaUy  come  to  this,  that  the 
constitutionality  of  a  bank  is  to  depend  upon  the  opinion 
which  one  particular  man  may  form  of  tlie  utility  or  ne- 
cessity of  some  of  the  clauses  of  its  cltarter.  If  that  indi- 
vidual chooses  to  tlunk  that  a  particular  power  contained 
in  the  charter  is  not  necessary  to  the  proper  constitution 
<f  the  bank,  then  the  art  ia  unconstitutional. 

Hitherto  it  has  always  been  supposed  that  the  question 
vraa  of  a  very  different  nature.  It  has  been  thought  tl»t 
the  policy  of  granting  a  particular  charter  may  be  mate- 
rially dependent  on  the  structure,  and  organization,  snd 
powers  of  the  proposed  institution.  But  its  general  coii- 
Btitutionali^  hu  never  before  been  understoud  to  turn  on 
fiucb  pcuats.  This  would  be  making  its  constitutionality 
depend  on  subordinate  questions,  on  questions  of  expe- 
-dicncy*  and  questions  of  detail;  upon  tnat  which  one  man 
may  think  necessary,  and  another  may  not.  If  the  con- 
stitutional question  were  made  to  hinge  on  matters  of  this 
fcind,  how  could  it  ever  be  decided?  All  would  depend 
,  on  conjecture,  on  the  complexional  feeling,  on  the  preju- 
dices, on  tlie  passions  of  individuals;  or  more  or  less 
practical  skill,  or  correct  ju(%ment,  in  regard  to  banking 
operations,  among  those  wbo  should  he  tlie  judges4  on 
the  impulse  of  momentary  interest*  party  objects,  or  per- 
Bonal  purposes.  Put  the  question*  in  this  manner*  to  a 
court  of  seven  judges*  to  decide  whether  a  particular 
bank  was  constitution^,  and  it  might  be  doubtful  whether 
they  could  come  to  any  result*  as  they  might  well  hold 
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very  various  opinions  on  the  practical  utility  oi  many 
cUuies  of  the  charter. 

The  question,  in  that  case,  would  be,  not  whether  the 
bank*  in  its  general  frame,  character,  and  objects*  was  a 
proper  instrument  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  of  the 
Government;  but  whether  the  particular  powers,  direct 
or  incidental,  conferred  on  a  particular  bank,  were  better 
calculated  than  all  othen  to  give  sueeeis  to  its  operations. 
For  if  not*  then  the  clwiter  would  be  unwarranted*  ac- 


mode  of  construing  the  constitution  is  certainlpr  a  novel 
discovery.  Its  merits  belong  entirely  to  the  President  and 
his  advisers.  According  to  this  rule  of  interpretation,  if 
the  Prendent  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  capital  of  the 
bank  was  lai^r,  by  a  thousand  dollars,  tlwn  it  ought  to 
bet  or  tliat  the  time  for  the  continuance  of  the  charter 
was  a  year  too  Iong(  orthat  it  was  unnecessary  to  require 
it,  under  penalty*  to  pay  specie;  or  needless  to  provide 
for  punishing,  as  forgery*  the  counterfeiting  of  its  bills; 
either  of  these  reasons  would  be  sufficient  to  render  the 
charter*  in  his  opinion,  unconstitutional,  invalid,  and  nu- 
^tory.  This  is  a  legitimate  conclusion  from  tbeorgitinefit 
Such  a  view  of  tlte  subject  has  certainly  never  before 
been  taken.  This  stnun  of  reasoning  baa  hitherto  not 
been  beard  within  the  Hidls  of  Congress*  aor  baa  any  one 
ventured  upon  it  before  the  tribunals  of  justice.  The 
IBrst  exhibition*  its  6rst  appearance,  as  an  argumeut,  ia  hi 
a  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Ac- 
cording to  that  mode  of  construing  the  constriction,  wbiek 
was  adopted  bypongress  in  1791,  and  approved  by  Wash* 
ington,  and  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court*  and  affirmed  by  tiie  |»ractiee  of 
near  forty  yean,  the  question  upon  the  eonadtntionali^  of 
the  bank  iuvolvet  two  inquiries;  first,  whethei'  a  bank,  in 
its  general  character,  and  with  regard  to  the  general  ob- 
jects with  wjiich  banks  are  usually  connected,  be,  in  itself* 
a  fit  means,  a  suitable  instrument,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
powers  granted  to  the  Government. 

If  it  be  so*  then  the  second*  and  the  only  other  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  powers  given  in  a  particular  charter 
are  appropriate  for  a  bank.  If  tbeyare  powerswbidi  aro 
^prapriate  for  a  bank,  powers  which  Congreas  may  Gurij 
connder  to  be  useful  to  the  bank  or  tbe  country*  thai 
Congress  may  confer  these  powerst  because  tiie  discre- 
tion to  be  exercised  in  framing  the  constitution  of  tbo 
bank  belongs  to  Congress.  One  man  ma^  tlunk  the 
granted  powers  not  indispensable  to  the  particular  bank; 
another  may  suppose  them  injudicious*  w  injurious;  a 
third  may  imagine  that  other  powers,  if  granted  in  ti»dr 
stead,  would  he  more  beneficial;  but  alt  these  are  aa^ 
ters  of  expediency,  about  which  men  may  diffiert  and 
tbe  power  of  deciding  upon  them  belof^  to  Congreas.  I 
again  repeat,  sir,  that  i(  for  reasons  of  thisluod,  thePr*' 
si'Jent  sees  fit  to  negative  a  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
inexpedient  or  impolitic*  he  hu  a  right  to  do  sot  but  re- 
member, sir*  that  we  are  now  on  the  constitutional  ques. 
tion.  Bemember,  that  the  argument  of  tlie  Prendent  ti^ 
that  because  powers  were  given  to  the  bank  bf  tiiediart 
terof  1616,  which  bethinks  not  neceasatY,  that  charter  ia 
unconstitutional.  Now*  nr,  it  will  hardhr  bo  denied,  or 
rather  it  was  not  denied  or  doubted  before  thia  mcisage 
came  to  us*  that,  if  there  was  to  be  a  bank,  the  powers 
and  duties  of  tlut  bank  must  be  "prescribed  \n  the  law 
creating  it.  Nobody  but  Congress,  it  has  been  thought* 
could  ^nt  these  powers  and  privileges,  or  prescribe 
their,  hmitaticHis.  It  is  true,  indeed*  that  the  meanga 
pret^  plaitdy  intimatea  tiiat  the  Prondent  riiould  Imtb 
been  first  coiuiilted,  and  that  he  dioold  have  had  ths 
framing  of  the  bill ;  but  we  are  not  yet  accustomed  to  Oat 
order  of  thin^  in  enacting  laws,  nor  do  I  know  a  paral- 
lel to  thia  claim*  thus  now  brought  forward,  except  that, 
in  some  peculiar  oases  in  England,  highly  affecting  the 
njti  prerogatirct,  the  Mient  ^  the  monarch  ia  ntosiway, 
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before  either  the  Route  of  Peert  or  his  MajcBty's  feithful 
CommonasK  permitted  to  act  upon  the  subject,  or  to 
entertMD  its  eonndenition.  But  supposing,  air,  that  our 
accnstomed  fiirma  and  our  republican  principles  are  still 
to  be  fellored,  and  that  a  law  crenting  a  bank  is,  like  all 
other  laws,  to  oripinate  with  Conffress,  and  that  the  Pre. 
udent  has  nothinij  to  do  with  it  till  it  ii  pt^sented  for  his 
approval,  then  it  is  clear  tliat  the  powers  and  duties  of  a 
proposed  bank,  and  all  the  terms  and  conditions  annexed 
to  it,  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  settled  by  Coneress.  This 
power,  if  eonttitutional  at  all,  is  only  constitutional  in  the 
bands  of  Conpvss.  Any  where  else,  ita  exercise  would 
be  plun  usurpation.  tlten,  the  authority  to  decide 
what  powers  ought  to  be  jfranted  to  a  bank  belong  to 
Congrets,  and  Congress  shall  luve  exercised  that  power, 
it  would  seem  little  better  than  absurd  to  say  that  its  act, 
nevertheless,  would  be  unconstitutional  and  invalid,  if,  in 
the  opuuon  of  a  thh^  puty,  it  had  misjudged,  on  a  ques- 
tion of  expediency,  in  the  arrangement  of  details.  Ac- 
eor^i^  to  audi  m  mode  of  reasoning,  a  mistake  in  the 
•xerdae  of  jurisdiction  ttkes  away  the  jtiriwficUon.  If 
Coi^ress  decide  ri^t,  ttsdecimon  may  stand;  if  it  decide 
wrong,  its  decinon  is  nugatoryt  and,  whether  iu  decision 
be  right  or  wrong,  another  is  to  judge,  nlthoq^  the  ori- 
girtal  i>ower  of  making  tiie  decision  must  be  alloweil  to 
be  exdiwvely  in  Congress.  This  is  Hie  end  to  which  the 
wgument  of  the  message  will  conduct  its  followers.  Sir, 
in  centering  the  authority  of  Congress  to  invest  the 
bank  with  the  particular  powers  granted  to  :t,  the  inquiry 
is  not,  and  cannot  be,  how  appropriate  these  powers  are, 
but  whether  they  be  at  all  appropriate;  whether  they 
come  witlun  the  range  of  a  just  and  honest  discretion; 
whetherCongrewmay  fairly  esteem  them  to  be  necessary. 
The  question  i»  not,  are  they  the  fittest  means,  the  best 
means,  or  whether  the  bank  might  not  be  established 
without  themi  but  the  question  is,  are  they  such  as  Con- 
gress, bona  _fide,  may  have  regarded  as  appropriate  to  the 
emi.  If  any  other  role  were  to  beadopted,  nothing  couM 
ever  be  settled.  A  law  would  be  constitutional  to4ay 
and  unconstitutional  to-morrow.  Its  constitutionality  would 
altogether  depend  upon  individual  opinion,  ona  matter  of 
mere  expediency.  Indeed,  such  a  case  as  that  is  now 
actually  before  us.  Mr.  Madison  deemed  the  powers 
given  to  the  bank,  in  its  present  charter,^roper  and  ne- 
ecssaiy.  He  held  the  bank,  therefore,  to  be  constitu- 
tional. Bui  the  present  President,  itot  acknowledging 
tbattlie  power  of  deciding  on  these  points  rests  with  Con- 
gress, norwith  CoB^saandtlw  then  Prendent,  but,  set- 
ting  up  his  own  opinions  as  the  sUndard,  declares  the 
law  now  in  being  unconstitutional,  because  the  powers 
granted  by  it  are,  injiis  estimation,  not  necessary  and  pro- 
per. I  pray  to  be  infonned,  sir,  whether,  upon  similar 
grounds  of  reasoning,  the  President's  own  scheme  for  a 
bank,  if  Congress  ^ould  do  so  unlikely  a  thing  as  to 
adopt  it,  would  not  become  unconstitutional  also,  if  it 
Aould  so  happen  that  his  successor  should  hold  his  hank 
in  as  light  esteem  as  he  holds  those  established  under  the 
Ruspioes  of  Washington  and  Madison. 

If  the  reasoning  of  the  message  te  well  founded,  it  is 
clear  that  the  charter  of  the  existing  bank  is  not  a  law. 
The  bank  has  no  legal  existence;  it  is  not  respon^ble  to 
tiovermaentt  it  has  no  autliority  to  act)  it  is  incapable  of 
being  an  f^nU  the  Frendent  may  treat  it  as  a  null'.ty  to- 
morrov,  witbdntw  from  It  all  tlie  public  deposites,  and  set 
afloat  all  the  existing  national  arrangements  of  revenue 
Mid  fioanee.  It  la  enough  to  sUte  these  monstrous  consc- 
qucnce^  to  Aow  tliat  the  doctrine,  principles,  end  pre- 
tensions of  the  message  are  entirely  inconsistent  with  a 
Goverament  of  laws.    If  that  which  Congress  has  enact- 


existing  bank  charter,  undertakes  to  prove  that  one  pro- 
viuon,  and  another  provision,  is  not  necMsary  and  pro- 
pert  because,  as  he  thinks,  the  same  objects  profiascd 
to  be  aceomprHrited  by  them  might  liave  been  better  at- 
tuned in  another  mode?  and,  therefore,  such  provisiocis 
are  not  necessary,  and  so  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion.  Does  not  this  show  tliat,  according  to  his  ovo 
mode  of  reasoning,  his  own  scheme  would  not  be  consti- 
tutional, since  another  scheme,  which  probably  most  peo- 
ple would  think  a  better  one,  might  be  substituted  for  it' 
Perhaps '»  sny  bank  charter,  there  may  be  no  provisions 
whid)  may  be  justly  Tegarde<l  as  absolutely  indiapensable; 
since  it  is  probable  that,  for  any  of  them,  some  others 
mi^t  be  substituted.  No  bank,  therefore,  ever  could 
be  established,  because  there  never  has  been,  and  never 
could  be,  any  charter,  of  which  every  provision  thou'id 
appear  to  be  indispensable,  or  necessary  and  proper,  in 
the  judgment  of  every  individual.  To  admit,  tlierefore, 
that  there  may  be  a  constitutional  bank,  and  yet  to  con- 
tend for  such  a  mode  of  judf^ing  of  its  provisions  and  de- 
tails, as  the  message  adapts,  involves  sn  absurdity.  An; 
charter  which  may  be  framed  may  be  taken  up,  and  each 
power  conferred  by  it  successively  denied,  on  the  ground 
that,  in  regard  to  each,  either  no  such  power  is  •*  neces- 
sary or  proper"  in  a  bank,  or,  which  is  tlie  same  thing  ta 
effect,  some  other  power  might  be  substituted  for  it,  and 
supply  ita  place.  That  can  never  be  necessary  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  message  understands  that  term,  which 
maybe  dispensed  with$  and  it  cannot  be  aaid  that  any 
power  may  not  be  dispensed  with,  if  there  be  some 
others  which  might  be  substituted  for  it,  and  wluch  would 
accomplish  the  same  end-  Therefore,  no  bank  could 
ever  be  constitutional;  because  noife  could  be  estatblishcd, 
which  should  not  contain  some  provisions,  which  migfa: 
have  been  omitted,  and  (heir  place  supplied  by  other*. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  understood  the  true  and  well  esta- 
blished doctrine  to  be,  that  after  it  has  been  decided  that 
it  is  competent  for  Congress  to  establish  a  bank,  then 
fbllows  that  it  may  create  such  a  bank  as  it  judges,  is  its 
discretion,  to  be  beat,  and  invest  it  with  alt  such  power  u 
it  may  deem  fit  and  suitable;  witii  this  limiution,  alwa>^ 
that  all  is  to  be  done  in  tlie  bona  fide.  execuUuu  of 
power  to  create  a  bank.  If  the  granted  powers  ar^  ap- 
propriate to  the  professed  end,  so  that  the  gruiting  of  thes 
cannot  be  regarded  as  usurpation  vTimthcwi^  by  Cob- 
grcBS,  or  an  evasioh  of  constitutional  restrictioos  u«:er 
color  ^  eitabiishing  a  bank,  then  tlie  di^rter  is  codsl-.u 
tional,  whether  tiiese  powers  be  thou^t  indispensable  t>j 
others  or  not,  or  whether  even  Congress  deemed  then 
absolutely  indispensable,  or  only  thought  them  fit  and  saS- 
ablei  whether  they  are  more  or  less  appropriate  to  their 
end.  It  is  enoogli  that  they  are  appropriate;  it  la  cmjoyli 
that  they  suited  to  produce  the  effects  dcttgned?  and  ao 
comparison  is  to  be  instituted,  in  order  to  try  their  con- 
stitutionality, between  them  and  tubers  which  may  be 
suggested.  A  case  aoali^ifous  to  the  present  is  found  is 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  over  the  mail.  T»tt 
constitution  says  no  more  than  mat  "  Congress  shall  hive 
power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads;"  andia 
the  general  clause,  ''all  powers  necesaary  and  proper'  tc 
give  effi;ct  to  this.  In  the  execution  of  this  power,  Ciiii- 
gress  has  protected  the  mail,  by  provi^ng  that  robben 
it  shall  he  puiushed  with  death.  Is  this  infliction  of  ap>- 
tal  punishment  unconstitutional?  Certainly  it  b  not,  lu- 
less  it  be  both  "proper  and  necessary."  Tlie  Prcsldese 
may  not  think  it  nccesAry  or  proper;  the  law,  then,  ac- 
cording (0  the  ^'stem  of  reasoning  enforcetl  in  the  mes- 
sftEpe,  is  of  no  binding  force,  and  the  President  nwy  disobei 
it,  and  refiise  to  see  it  executed.    The  tnitli  is,  Ur.  Pre- 


e<l  be  not  the  law  of  the  land,  then  the  rei^rn  of  the  lawlsidcnt,  that  if  tiie  general  object,  tlic  siibject-oiaittT, 
has  ceased,  and  the  reign  of  individual  opinion  ha.i  already  j  properly  belongs  to  t'ongrcss,  all  ita  incidents  beloi«  to 
t>egun.  Congresfl,  also.    IT  Congress  is  to  estalHiah  poa  offices 

The  Prcaident,  in  \M  conimriilaiy  on  the  details  of  the  fond  post  poads,  ij  may,  lor  that  end,  adopt  one  set  of  r- 
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^lations  or  another;  and  either  would  be  constitiitionaL 
So  the  details  of  one  bank  arc  as  constitutional  as  tbose  of 
another,  if  they  are  confined,  fairly  and  honestly,  to  the 
purpose  of  organizing  the  institution,  and  rendering  it 
usefid.  One  bank  is  as  constitutional  as  another  bank. 
If  Congress  possess  tlie  power  to  make  a  bank,  it  possess- 
es the  power  to  make  it  efficient,  and  competent  to  pro- 
duce the  good  derived  by  it.  It  may  clothe  it  with  all 
Mich  pover  and  privileges,  not  otherwise  inconmstent  with 
the  coiiftitution,  as  may  be  peceosary,  in  its  own  judg- 
ment, to  make  it  what  Guverament  deems  it  should  be. 
It  may  confer  on  it  such  immunities  as  may  induce  indivi- 
duals to  become  stockholders,  and  to  furnish  the  capital; 
and  since  the  extent  of  these  immunities  and  priviieges 
is  matter  of  discretion,  and  matter  of  opinion.  Congress 
only  can  decide  it,  because  Congress  alone  can  fiame  or 
grant  the  chwter.  A  charter,  thus  granted  to  individuals, 
becomes  a  contract  with  them,  upon  their  compliance  witli 
its  terms.  The  bank  becomet  an  agent,  bound  to  per- 
form certain  duties,  and  entitled  to  certain  stipulated  rights 
and  privileges,  in  compensation  for  the  proper  discharge 
of  these  duties;  and  all  their  stipulations,  so  long  as  they 
are  appropriate  to  the  object  professed,  and  not  repug- 
nant to  any  other  constitutioiul  injunctioni  are  entire^' 
within  tlie  competency  of  Congress.  And  yet,  sir,  the 
message  of  the  Preudtnt  toils  UiroiigU  all  the  common- 
place topic«  of  mooopoly,  the  riglit  of  taxation^  the  sufTcr- 
ing  of  the  poor,  and  the  arrogance  of  the  rich,  with  as 
mucli  punful  effort,  as  if  one,  or  another,  or  all  of  them, 
bad  something  to  do  with  the  constitutional  question. 

What  is  called  the  "  monopoly,"  is  made  the  subject  of 
repeated  rehearsal,  in  terms  of  special  complaint.  By 
this  **  monopoly"  I  suppose  is  understood  the  restriction 
contained  in  tlie  charier,  that  Congress  shall  not,  during 
the  twenty  years,  create  anotlicr  bank.  Now,  sir,  let  me 
ask,  who  would  tlunk  of  creating  a  iMuilc»  innting  stock- 
holden  Into  it,  with  Urge  investments,  imponng  upon 
it  heavy  duUei^  as  connected  with  the  Government,  re- 
ceiving some  millions  of  dollars  as  a  bonus,  or  premium, 
and  yet  retaining  the  power  of  granting,  the  next  day, 
another  charter,  which  would  destroy  the  wliole  value  of 
the  fint?  If  this  be  an  unconstitutional  restraint  on  Con- 
grcsa,  the  constitution  must  be  strangely  at  variance  with 
the  delates  both  of  good  sense  and  sound  morals.  IKd 
not  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  contain  a  unuiar 
restriction?  And  have  not  the  States  granted  bank  char- 
ters, with  a  condition  that,  if  the  charter  should  be  ac- 
cepted, they  would  not  grant  others.'  States  have  cer- 
tainly done  SO;  and,  in  some  instances,  where  uo  bonus 
or  premium  was  paid  ot  all,  but  from  the  mere  desire  lo 
give  effect  to  the  cliarter,  by  inducing  individuals  to  ac- 
cept it,  and  organize  tlie  institution.  The  Preudent  de- 
clares that  this  restriction  u  not  necessary  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  bankf  but  that  is  the  very  thing  which  Congress 
and  his  predecessor  in  office  were  called  on  to  decide, 
and  which  they  did  decide,  when  the  one  passed,  and 
the  other  approved  the  act.  And  he  has  now  no  more 
authority  to  pronounce  his  judgment  on  that  act,  than  any 
other  iudividual  in  society.  It  is  not  his  province  to  de- 
cide oa  the  constitutionality  of  statutes  wbidi  Congress 
has  poised,  and  liis  predecessors  ^iproved. 

Tliere  is  another  sentiment,  in  this  part  of  the  message, 
which  we  sliould  hardly  luve  expected  to  find  in  a  paper 
which  is  supposed,  wliuever  n>iiy  have  drawn  it  up,  to 
have  passed  under  the.  review  of  profession;!!  characters. 
The  message  declares  tliat'this  limitation  to  create  no 
other  bank  is  unconstitutional,  because,  although  Con- 
gress may  use  the  discretion  vested  in  tliem,  '*  that  they 
may  not  limit  the  discretion  of  their  successors."  This 
reason  is  almost  too  superfidal  to  require  an  answer. 
Every  one  at  all  accustcnned  to  tlie  consideration  of  such 
subjects^  knows  that  every  Cot^rias  can  bind  its  succes- 
•ort  to  the  Mine  extent  that  It  can  bind  itself:  the  pover 


of  Congress  is  always  the  same;  the  authori^  of  law  al- 
ways the  same.  'It  is  true  we  speak  of  the  twentieth 
Congress,  and  the  twenty-fint  Coi^ress,  but  this  is  only 
to  denote  the  period  of  time,  or  to  mark  the  succciaiTe 
periodical  elections  of  its  members.  As  a  politic  body, 
as  the  legislative  power  of  the  Government,  Congress  is 
always  continuous,  always  identical.  A  particular  Con- 
gress, as  we  speak  of  it,  for  instance,  the  present  Con- 
gress, can  no  further  restrain  itself  from  doing  what  it 
may  chance  to  do  at  the  next  session,  than  it  can  restrain 
any  succeeding  Congress  from  doing  what  it  nay  choose. 
Any  Congress  may  repeal  the  act  or  lav  of  its  predeces- 
sor, if  in  its  nature  it  be  repcalable,  just  as  it  may  repeal 
its  own  act;  and  if  a  lav,  or  an  act,  be  iirepealable  in  its 
nature,  it  can  no  more  be  repealed  by  a  subset^uent  Con- 
gress than  by  that  which  passed  it.  AH  this  is  familiar 
to  every  body.  And  Congress,  like  every  other  Legisla- 
ture, oflen  passes  acts  which,  being  in  the  nature  of 
grants,  or  contracts,  arc  irrepealable  ever  afterwards. 
The  measa^,  in  a  strain  of  argument  which  it  ia  fliAcult 
to  treat  with  ordinary  respect,  declares  that  this  restric- 
lion  \in  the  pover  of  Congress,  as  to  the  eatablkhment  of 
other  banks,  is  a  pUpable  attempt  to  aiarad  the  consti- 
tution by  an' act  of  legislation.  The  reason  on  which  this 
observation  purports  to  be  founded,  is,  that  Congress,  by 
the  constitution,  is  to  have  exclusive  legidation  over  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  when  the  bank  charter  declares 
that  Congress  will  create  no  new  bank  within  the  iKstrict, 
it  annuls  tlus  power  of  exclusive  legislation!  t  most  aa^ 
that  this  reaaoning  hardly  rises  higli  enough  to  entitle  it 
to  a  passing  notice.  It  would  be  doipg  too  much  credit 
to  call  it  plausible.  Ko  one  needs  to  be  informed  that 
exclusive  power  of  legislation  is  not  unlimited  power  of 
legislation;  and,  if  it  were,  how  can  that  legislative  power 
be  unlimited  that  cannot  restrain  itself,  that  cannot  bind 
itself  by  contract?  Whether,  as  a  Government,  or  as  an 
individual,  that  being  is  fettered  and  restrained  which  is 
not  capable  ofbinding  itself  by  ordinary  obligation.  Every 
Lcgisteture  binds  itself  whenever  U  makes  a  grant,  en- 
ters into  a  contract,  bestows  an  office,  or  does  any  other 
act  or  thing  which  is  in  its  nature  irrepe^able.  And  this, 
instead  of  detracting  from  its  leginlative  power,  is  one  of 
the  modes  of  exercising  that  power.  And  the  lepsktive 
power  of  Congress  over  the  District  of  Columbia  would 
not  be  full  and  complete  if  it  might  not  make  just  such  a 
stipulation  as  tlie  bulk  charter  contuns. 

Aa  to  the  taxing  pover  of  the  State,  about  which  the 
message  says  so  much,  the  proper  avenue  to  all  it  says, 
is,  that  the  States  possessed  the  power  to  tax  any  instru- 
ment of  the  Gufemment  of  tlie  United  States.  It  was  no 
part  of  their  power  before  the  constitution,  and  they  de- 
rive no  such  power  from  any  of  its  provisions.  It  is  no- 
where given  to  them.  Could  a  State  tax  the  coin  of  the 
United  States  at  the  mint'  Could  a  State  lay  a  stamp 
tax  on  the  process  of  the  courts  of  tlie  Uiuted  States,  and 
on  eustom-house  papers?  Could  it  tax  the  transportation 
of  the  mail,  or  the  ahtps  of  war,  or  the  ordnance,  or  the 
munitions  of  vat,  of  the  United  States?  The  reason  that 
they  cannot  be  taxed  by  a  State,  is,  that  they  are  means 
and  instruments  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  establishment  of  a  bank,  exempt  from  State  taxation, 
takes  away  no  existing  right  in  a  State.  It  leaves  it  all  it 
ever  possessedt  but  the  complMnt  that  the  bank  char- 
ter does  notconfer  tiie  power  of  taxation.  Tbti^  certMn- 
ly,  though  not  new,  (for  the  aame  argument  was  urged 
here,)  appeuv  to  me  to  be  a  strange  mode  of  asserting 
and  maintaining  State  rights.  The  jpower  nC  taxation  is 
a  sovereign  power;  and  the  President,  and  those  who 
think  with  him,  are  of  opinion,  in  a  given  case,  that  this 
sovereign  right  should  be  conferred  on  tlie  States  by  an 
act  of  Congress.  There  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  sir,  as  httle 
compliment  to  State  aovereignty,  in  this  idea,  as  there  is 

sound  eonatitutionsl  doctnne.   Severe^  rights,  held 
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nnder  the  gruit  of  an  ict  of  Congrew,  present «  proposi- ' 
tion  quite  new  in  constitutional  law. 

The  Prcfident  himself  even  admhi  that  an  instrument 
of  the  United  States  ouffht  not,  ai  such,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
Btatesi  yet  he  content^  for  such  a  pover  of  taxing  pro- 
perty connected  with  this  instrument,  and  essential  to  its 
very  being*,  as  placef  its  whole  existence  in  the  pleasure 
of  Uie  Sutcs.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  States  may  tax  all 
the  proper^'  of  their  own  citizens,  wherever  invested,  or 
however  employed.  The  com^aint  U,  that  the  power  of 
State  taxation  don  reach  so  w  as  to  t^a  oogntzance 
over  peraoni  out  of  the  State,  and  to  tax  them,  or  a  fran- 
ditie,  lawfiilly  exercised  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  when  did  the  power  of  the  States,  or  indeed 
of  any  Goremment,  go  tosuch  an  extent  as  that.^  Clearly, 
DfTer. 

The  tasung  power  of  all  communities  is  necessarily  and 
justly  limited  to  the  property  of  its  own  citizens,  and  to 
the  pn^er^  of  others,  having  a  distinct  local  existence, 
as  property  witlnn  its  jurisdictiont  It  does  not  extend  to 
r^ntt  andrhuichises  rigfitly  exercised  under  the  autiiori- 

Sr  of  other  Governments,  iiur  to  persons  beyond  itsjuris- 
iction>  As  the  constitution  has  left  the  taxing  power  of 
the  States  as  the  bank  charter  leaves  it.  Congress  has  not 
undertaken  either  to  take  away,  or  to  confer  a  taxing 
power;  nor  to  enlai^,  or  to  restrain  it:  if  it  were  to  do 
either,  I  hardly  know  which  of  all  would  be  the  least  ex- 
cusable. ' 

I  beg  leave  to  repeal  Mr.  President,  thKt  what  1  have 
now  been  conridenng  are  the  Prendenffe  objections  not 
to  the  policy  or  expediency,  but  to  the  comtituiionality  of 
the  bank;  and  not  to  tlie  constitutionality  of  any  new  or 
proposed  bank,  but  of  the  bank  as  it  now  is,  and  as  it  has 
long  existed.  If  the  President  had  declined  to  approve 
this  bill  because  he  thought  the  original  charter  unwisely 
granted,  and  the  bank,  in  point  of  policy  and  expediency, 
objectionable  or  liuscblevous,  end  in  Uiat  view  only  had 
suggested  the  reasons  now  luved  by  him,  his  argument, 
however  inconclusive,  would  nave  been  intelligible,  and 
not,  in  its  whole  frame  and  scope,  inconsistent  with  all 
weU  established  first  principles.  His  rejection  of  the  bill, 
in  that  case,  wouU  have  been,  no  doubt,  an  extraordinary 
exercise  of  power;  but  it  would  have  been,  nevertheless, 
the  exercise  of  a  power  belonging  to  his  office,  and  trusted 
bytite  «>nsUtution  to  his  discretion.  Bat  when  he  puts 
forth  an  array  of  arguments,  such  as  the  message  employs, 
not  ajgainst  the  expediency  of  the  bank,  but  against  its 
constitutional  existence,  he  confounds  all  distinctions, 
nnxes  questions  of  policy  and  questions  of  right  together, 
and  turns  all  constitutional  restraints  into  mere  matters  of 
opinion.  As  flir  as  its  power  extends,  either  in  its  direct 
effects,  «■  as  a  precedent,  the  memge  not  only  unsettles 
every  thtiw  which  has  been  settled,  under  the  constitution, 
but  wouloahow,  alw,  that  the  constitution  itself  is  utterly 
ineapsble  of  any  fixed  construction,  or  definite  interpreta- 
tiont  and  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  estabUshtng,  bv  its 
authority,  any  practical  limitations  on  the  powers  of*^  the 
respective  branches  of  the  Government. 

When  tiie  meuage  denies,  as  it  does,  the  autiiority  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  on  constitutional  questions, 
tt  effects,  so  Cu*  as  the  opinion  of  the  President  and  his 
authority  can  effect,  a  complete  change  in  our  Govem- 
roent.  It  does  two  things;  first,  it  converts  a  constitu- 
tional Hmitation  of  power  into  mere  matters  of  opinion, 
and  then  strikes  the  judicial  department,  as  an  efficient 
department,  out  of  our  system.  But  the  message  by  no 
means  stops  even  at  this  point.  Having  denied  to  Con- 
gress the  authority  of  judging  what  powers  may  be  con- 
stitutionally conferred  on  a  bank,  and  having  erected  the 
jud^fment  of  the  President  himself  into  a  standard  by 
which  to  try  tiie  constitutional  character  of  such  powers, 
ud  having  denounced  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
nnd  deddcd  finally  on  constitutional  questions,  the  mes- 


sage proceeds  to  claim  for  the  Prendent,  not  the  power  ftf 
approval,  but  the  primary  power,  the  power  of  originat 
ing  Uws.  Hie  President  infbrms  Congress  that  he  would 
have  sent  them  such  a  charter,  if  it  had  been  properly 
asked  for,  as  tiiey  ought  to  possess.  He  very  plainly  inn- 
mates  that,  in  his  opinion,  tiie  establishment  of  all  lawj, 
of  this  nature,  at  least,  belongs  to  the  functions  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  and  that  Congi*9s  ought  to  lia« 
waited  for  the  manifeststion  of  the  Executive  wiM,  before 
it  presumed  to  touch  the  subject  Sucli,  Ur.  Premlent, 
stripped  of  their  disguises,  are  tlie  real  pretences  set  m 
in  behalf  of  the  Executive  power  in  dits  most  extraora- 
nsry  paper. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  Mrived  at  a  new  epoch.  We 
are  entering  on  experiments  with  the  Government  and 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  hitherto  untried,  and  of 
fearful  and  appaltinr  sapect.  This  message  calls  us  to 
the  contemplation  of  a  future,  which  little  re'sembles  tbe 
past.  Its  principles  are  at  war  with  all  that  public  on- 
nioa  has  sustained,  and  aU  which  tbe  experience  of  the 
Government  has  sanctioned.  It  denies  first  principles,  tt 
contradicts  truths  hcrtrtofore  received  as  indisputable. 
It  denies  to  the  jiidxiary  the  interpretation  of  taw,  and 
demands  to  divide  with  Congress  the  origination  oS  sta- 
tutes- It  extendu  the  grasp  of  Executive  pretension  over 
every  power  of  the  Government.  But  this  u  not  all.  It 
presents  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  in  the  attitude 
of  arguing  away  the  powers  of  that  Government  over 
which  he  has  been  chosen  to  preside;  and  adopting,  for 
this  purpose,  modes  of  reasoning  which,  even  under  the 
influence  of  all  proper  feeling  towards  high  official  sta- 
tion, it  is  difficult  to  regard  as  respectable.  It  appeals  to 
every  prejudice  which  may  betray  men  into  a  mistakm 
view  of  their  own  interests;  and  to  every  paanon  wliick 
may  lead  them  to  disobey  the  impulses  of  their  under- 
standing. It  urges  all  the  specious  topics  of  Stale  rights 
and  national  encroachment,  against  that  which  a  neat  na- 
jori^  of  the  States  have  affirmed  to  be  rightful,  and  in 
which  all  of  titem  have  aoquieaeed.  It  sows,  in  an  «B- 
sparing  manner,  the  seeds  of  jealou^  and  ill-will  against 
that  Government  of  which  its  author  is  tiie  official  hesd. 
It  raises  a  cry  that  liberty  is  in  danger,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  it  puts  forth  claims  to  power  hereti^ore  un- 
known and  unheard  of.  It  affects  alarm  for  the  pobSc 
freedom,  when  nothing  so  much  endangers  that  freedoa 
as  its  own  unparalleled  pretences.  This,  even,  is  not  sB. 
It  manifestly  seeks  to  influence  the  poor  against  the  rich- 
It  wantonly  attacks  whole  classes  of  the  people,  for  the 
purpose  of  turning  against  them  the  prejudices  and  re- 
sentmentsof  other  classes.  It  is  a  State  paper  which  ^iidi 
no  topic  too  exciting  for  its  use;  no  passion  too  inflamna- 
ble  fur  its  address  and  its  solicitation.  Such  is  this  ntes- 
sage.  It  remains,  now,  for  the  people  of  the  Viuted 
States  to  choose  between  the  principles  here  avowed  aad 
their  Government.  Tliese  cannot  subsist  together.  The 
one  or  the  oUter  must  be  rejected.  If  the  sentiments  ef 
the  message  slmll  receive  genentlapprobaticA,  the  coosti- 
tution  will  have  perished  even  earlier  than  tiie  moneni 
which  its  enemies  originally  allowed  fop  the  terminattos 
of  its  existence.  It  will  not  Iwve  survived  to  itsfiftieth  year. 

Hr.  WHITE,  of  Tennessee,  next  rose,  and.  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  pressed  as  we  are  for  time.  I  most  crave 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  while  I  ittempt  some  »- 
swer  to  the  matters  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Massacbc- 
selts  to  the  message  accompanying  the  bill  now  to  be 
reconsidered. 

I  rejoice  that,  fbr  once,  we  have  a  document  from  tbe 
present  Chief  Magistrate,  acknowledged  by  the  exposi- 
tion to  be  frank,  plain,  and  susceptible  of  only  one  inte^- 
pretation.  Heretofore,  the  common  complaint  from  ihtf 
quarter  has  been  that  Ua  important  communicatioBS  were 
so  worded  ts  to  be  interpreted  (me  way  in  one  sMtkw  of 
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the  country,  vid  in  a  different  way  in  another.  Here  it  is 
admitted  we  have  a  document  bo  worded,  as  to  be  under- 
itood  every  where  alike.  The  honorable  Senator  Uitnka 
this  fruikncM^  on  the  partof  the  Chief  MagUtnite,  ought 
to  be  met  in  a  correiponding  i^irit  by  those  who  differ 
from  him  in  opinion.  Approving-  of  this  course,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  he  equally  as  explicit,  in  what  1  propose  (o 
say,  in  answer  to  his  argument. 

The  Senator  thinks,  if  tlie  charter  of  this  bank  is  not 
renewed,  ruin  to  the  country  is  to  he  the  consequence,  be- 
came the  bank  must  wind  up  all  its  concerns.  This  is  no- 
thin^  but  the  ohl  afgiiment  used  in  1811,  when  the  tlien 
existing  bank  applied  for  a  renewal  of  its  ctuuter.  Dis. 
treat  to  the  community,  and  rvin  to  the  country,  were  pre- 
dicted by  the  advocates  of  the  bank.  The  predictions 
were  not  verified.  The  capital  employed-  in  the  bank 
was  not  annihilated.  It  still  existed  i  and  in  loans  to  in<^- 
viduals,  or  in  some  other  shape,  it  was  applied  to  the  uses 
of  the  community.  Debtors  souglit  and  obtained  accom- 
modations elsewhere;  as  the  notes  of  that  bank  were 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  their  places  were  supplied 
by  specie,  or  the  paper  of  local  institutions,  and  little  or 
no  uiconveuience  was  experienced)  and  such  will  be  the 
case  agun,  should  the  charter  of  this  bank  be  allowed  to 
expire  in  1836.  Debtors  worthy  of  credit  will  obtain  ac- 
comincdatioiis  from  either  individuals  or  other  banks,  and 
discl»rge  their  dues  to  this(  and  as  the  notes  of  this  bank 
disappear,  their  places  will  be  supplied  by  specie,  or  the 
paper  of  other  banks,  and  the  mass  of  the  community 
will,  in  a  short  time,  hardly  be  senaible  that  the  operation 
of  winding  up  has  been  performed.  We  have  been  told 
that,  in  the  vidley  of  the  Mississippi  alone,  there  is  due.  to 
this  bank  thirty  milUons  of  dollars,  twenty  millions  for 
loans  made,  and  ten  millions  fur  domestic  bills  of  exchange. 
That  the  press  occasioned  by  the  collection  of  this  debt 
will  be  too  severe  to  be  borne.  'I'he  charter  has  almost 
four  yean  yet  to  run,  and  then  two  years  are  allowed  for 
eollecUons,  making  nearly  nx  yean.  How  often  have  we 
been  tM  during  this  session  of  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  country,  and  especially  that  pait  of  it  in  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi.  If  these  atatemei.ts  have  any  retem- 
blanoe  to  the  fuct,  it  ought  to  be  entirely  within  the  power 
of  these  debturs,  in  five  ur  sixyears,  to  adjust  and  pay  what- 
ever they  inay  owe.  1  muat  repeat  what  1  said  on  a  former 
occaaon:  If  these  debts  are  real  transactions,  the  adjust- 
ment of  them  wdl  be  a  uinple  operation.  The  paper 
evidencing  theie  <lebts  will  be  pud  at  maturity)  and  let 
tlie  bank  be  careful  not  to  diseount  when  the  charter  is 
near  expiring,  and  the  whole  object  willbe  accompli^ed. 
If  the  transactions  are  not  real,  but  fictitious,  and  the 
paper  discounted  lias  assumed  the  appearance  of  buuness 
paper,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  permanent  loans,  in 
other  words,  standing  accommodations,  tlie  sooner  the  truth 
>•  known,  the  better  to  all  concerned.  The  community 
has  a  deep  interest  in  this  matter:  fidse  cr«lit  given  to  in- 
dividuals by  fidse  appeanmcei  ia  au  injury  to  aoi»ety,  and 
of  no  actual  benefit  to  in(Uviduals«  and  the  sooner  such 
transactions  are  brought  to  ■  a  close,  all  the  bettert  the 
fewer  irill  be  the  number  of  sufierers. 

If  1  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  this  opinion  was,  some 
years  ago,  advanced,  in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  I'Veaaury,  whose  opinions  upon  such  a  subject  are 
entitled  to  the  highest  respect. 

But,  air,  if,  when  this  bauk  has  been  in  operation  only 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  the  debt*  have  become  to  nume- 
Tou^  and  so  large,  that,  we  mutt,  on  these  accounts^  re- 
new the  charter,  I  must  be  allowed  to  ask,  what  will  be 
the  state  of  things  ut  the  end  of  thirty-five  years'  Will 
they  not  be  mucb  worse?  Mostcertainly  they  will.  What, 
then,  do  gentlemen  mean^  Do  they  intend  that  thischar- 
ter  iball  ttecfune  perpetual?  That  this  company,  foreign- 
ers and  all,  shall  liave  this  monopoly  forever^  If  this  be 
net  tbur  intsntien,  I  must  aak  the  Senate  from  Maaaachu- 


setts  to  tell  us  at  what  time  the  institution  can  be  wound 
up,  with  less  inconvenience,  than  at  the  expiration  of  the 
present  cliarter.  When  will  the  debtors  in  the  valley  of 
the  MississipiH  be  better  able  to  pay,  than  when  this  char- 
ter expires^  If  the  at^ment  of  the  Senator  proves  any 
thing,  it  proves  that  this  corporation  ought  to  exist  fbr> 
ever.  Is  any  gentleman  willing  to  avow  this?  I  am 
decidedly  o[)po9ed  (o  it.  Pay-day  for  these  debtors  must 
arrive  some  time;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  affiiirs  of 
this  bank  can  probably  be  closed,  with  less  inconvenience 
to  the  eommuvty,  at  the  expintion  of  this  charter,  ttuui 
they  can  be  fifteen  years  afterwards. 

The  Senator  says,  the  Prerident  allegea  that  the  ap- 
plication to  renew  the  charter  is  premature,  and  thinks 
we  ought  not  to  be  chided  by  him  for  acting  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  he  had  directed  the  attention  of  the  nation  and  of 
Congress  to  this  subject,  in  his  message  of  1829,  and  in 
two  succeeding  mcsSi^s. 

Mr.  Prendent,  to  me  it  b  obvious  that  the  notice  taken 
of  the  bank  tn  those  meaaages  was  not  to  recommend  to 
Congress  to  act  upon  the  subject,  at  either  of  the  sessiont 
when  those  messages  was  delivered)  but,  as  the  subject 
was  esteemed  of  vital  interest  to  the  community,  to  turn 
the  attention  of  all  to  it,  at  an  early  period,  so  that  the 
opinion  might  be  well  matured  upon  it,  when  the  charter 
was  about  to  expire,  and  when  it  would  become  necessaiy 
to  act  upon  it. 

But  it  Coi^ress  ought  now  to  act  ttpon  it,  because  the 
aubjeet  is  brought  before  us  by  those  meiiages,  why  was 
it  not  acted  or  at  the  seanmu  when  these  messi^a  were 
delivered?  Why  not  attheseauon  in  1829?  The  Sena- 
tor hat  answered  the  question  with  franknets.  He  has 
told  us  it  is  nuuerial  that  it  should  be  known  befbre  the 
Presidential  election,  whether  the  President  would  ugn 
the  act  renewing  the  charter  or  not;  because,  if  he  would 
not,  he  ought  to  be  turned  out,  and  another  putio  his  place, 
who  will)  and  aa  the  election  it  to  take  place  the  succeed- 
ing fiill,  application  for  the  renewal  could  not  be  longer 
delayed* 

1  thank  the  Senator  for  the  candid  avowal,  tiiat  unless 
the  President  will  sign  such  a  charter  aa  will  suit  the  di- 
rectors, they  intend  to  interfere  in  tiie  election,  and  en- 
deavor to  displace  him.  With  the  same  candor  I  state 
that,  after  this  declaration,  this  charter  shall  never  be  re-  ■ 
newed  with  my  consent. 

Let  us  look  at  this  matter  ai  it  is.  Immediately  befbre 
the  election,  the  directors  apply  fora  charter,  which  they 
think  the  Prewdent  at  any  other  time  will  not  sign,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  compelling  him  to  sign  contrary 
to  his  judgment,  or  of  encountenng  all  their  bostiU^  in 
the  canvass,  and  at  the  polls.  Suppose  this  attempt  to 
have  succeeded,  and  the  President,  throu^  fear  of  his 
election,  liad  signed  this  charter,  atthuugU  he  conscien- 
tiously belicTesit  will  be  destructive  of  the  liberty  of  the 
people  who  have  elected  him  to  preside  over  them,  and 
preserre  their  Uberties,  so  fiir  as  in  hit  power.  What  next? 
Why,  whenever  the  charter  is  likely  to  expire  hereii^er, 
they  will  come,  as  they  do  now,  on  the  eve  of  the  election, 
and  compel  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  Kgn  such  a  charter  as 
tiiey  may  dictate,  on  pain  of  being  turned  out  and  dis- 
graced. Would  it  not  be  far  belter  to  gratify  thismoneyed 
aristocracy,  to  tiie  whole  extent  at  once,  and  renew  tiietr 
charter  fSiirever?  The  temptation  to  a  perio^cal  inter- 
fereiice  in  our  elections  would  then  be  ti^en  away. 

Sir,  if,  undertime  circumstances,  the  charter  is  r& 
newed,  the  elective  franchise  is  destroyed,  and  the  £befw 
ties  and  prosperity  of  the  people  are  delivered  over  to 
Uiis  moneyed  institution,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  discre- 
tion, against  this  I  enter  my  solemn  protebt. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  adverts  to  what  the  Presi- 
dent says  on  the  constitutionality  of  this  act,  and  animad- 
verts on  w  hat  is  stated  in  relation  to  there  b^ig  two  preee- 
deau  in  Congress,  where  thb  powerbgosertad,  mo  two 
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in  which  it  was  dcniedi  and  then  assertsthat  since  the  rearj 
1791,  when  tUe  first  banlc  was  cluu-tcred.  Congress  has 
never  denied  this  power.  | 

Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me  that,  whether  thCj 
President  can  show  any  recorded  vote,  denying  this, 
powec  or  not,  tbe  Senator  ought  not  to  be  too  severe  upon 
the  Executive  for  this  mistake,  if  itbc  one.  Wlien  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  was  applied  for  in  1811,  its  con- 
ititutionality  was  argued,  and  ably  ar^ed,  by  those  op- 
posed to  it,  and  the  application  was  rejected.  The  bank 
then  applied  fur  time  to  wind  up  its  btisiness{  the  petition 
was  referred  to  a  committee  who  reporte<l  against  the  ap- 
plication,  alleging  that  it  wiis  uncoiuUtutioiial,  and  tliis 
report  was  concurred  tn.  Afterwards,  in  1815,  when  a 
bank  cliarter  was  under  connderation  in  tbe  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, a  member  from  Massachusetts,  in  his  place, 
then  acting  under  tiie  same  liigh  obligations  which  tb^ 
President  acta  under,  arguing  against  itie  charter,  states 
expressly  tliat  tbe  renewid  of  the  charter  had  been  refused 
because  it  was  unconstitutional.  The  Preudent,  without 
doubt,  has  read  this  argument,  and  seen  this  rcsohition; 
and  if  he  reposed  confidence  in  these  statements,  and  was 
thereby  mislec],  which  I  wppose  he  was  not,  I  submit  to 
the  honorable  Senatw  whether,  undersucli  circumstances, 
be  vould  not  have  been  entitled  to  milder  treatment  from 
him,  than  he  has  received. 

The  attention  of  the  Senate  has  been  next  called  to  thai 
part  of  the  message-found  in  page  six,  in  which  the  deci- 
nons  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  spoken  of. 

The  honorable  Senator  ai^es  that  the  constitution  has 
constituted  the  Supreme  Court  a  tribunal  to  decide  great 
constitutional  questions,  sucli  as  this,  and  that,  when  tliey 
have  done  so,  tbe  question  is  put  at  rest,  and  every  other 
department  of  the  Government  must  acquiesce.  This 
doctrine  Tdeny.  The  constitution  vests  "the  judicial 
power  in  a  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as 
CongKSS  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish." 
Whenever  a  suit  is  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  the 
courts  of  tlie  United  States,  of  which  they  have  jurisdic- 
tion, and  such  suit  is  decided  by  tlie  Supreme  Court,  as 
that  ia  the  court  of  the  last  resort,  its  de(»«on  it  final  and 
conioluaive  between  tiie  parties.  But  as  an  authority,  it 
docs  not  bind  rither  the  Congress  or  the  Prendent  of  tlie 
United  States.  If  either  of  these  co-ordinate  depart* 
mentsis  afterwards  called  upon  to  perform  an -official  act, 
and  conscientiously  believe  the  performance  of  that  act 
will  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  they  are  not  bound 
to  perform  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  as  much  at  liberty 
to  decline  acting,  as  if  no  such  decision  had  been  made. 
In  examining  vcm  extent  of  their  oonstitutional  power, 
the  opinion  of  so  enl^ttened  a  tribunal  u  our  Supreme 
Court  has  been,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be,  will  always  be 
entitled  to  great  weight;  and,  without  doubt,  either  Con- 
gress or  the  President  would  always  be  disposed,  in  a 
doubtful  case,  to  think  its.  decisions  Correct;  but  1  hope 
neither  will  ever  view  them  as  authority  binding  upon 
tiiem.  They  ought  to  examine  tbe  extent  of  their  con- 
stitutional powers  for  themselves;  and  when  they  liave 
had  aeeeas  to  alt  soutms  of  information  within  their  reach, 
and  given  to  every  tiling  its  due  weight,  if  they  are  satis- 
fied the  constitution  has  nut  given  a  power  to  do  the  act 
required,  1  inust  they  ought  to  refrain  from  doing  it. 

Suppose  the  House  of  Representatives  to  have  passed 
an- act  on  a  given  subject  for  a  number  of  succes^ve  ses- 
Kons,  and  from  want  of  time  the  Senate  liad  not  acted  on 
it,  and  the  constitutionality  of  such  an  act  to  come  before 
the  Senate,  would  any  member  think  those  opinions  of 
the  House  authorities  by  which  he  was  bound?  Certainly 
not  They  would  have  due  weiglit,  and  be  respectfully 
conndered,  but  disregarded  in  the  decinou  made  by  the 
Senate,  if  shown  to  be  incorrect.  In  principle  there  can 
be  no  difierenoe  between  such  cases  and  the  judicial  de- 
ddgoB.   Siippas*  the  Praiidcnt  to  recenunwid,  never  so 


often,  the  passage  of  an  act  which  be  ntay  think  consti- 
tutional, woul<l  tbe  Senate,  the  House  of  Bepresentalirei, 
or  the  courts,  feel  themselves  bound  by  his  opinioni?  I 
think  not.  Each  coordinate  department,  widtin  in  ip- 
propriate  sphere  of  action,  must  judge  of  its  own  pov«\ 
when  called  upon  to  do  its  official  duties]  and  if  either 
blindly  follows  the  others,  witliout  fbmdn^  an  opiDin  Itr 
itself,  an  essential  checlc  anunst  the  exerciae  or  uacoHti- 
tutional  power  is  destroys.  A  mistake  bjrCoiq^iB 
passing  an  act,  inconnstent  wiUi  tbe  constitution,  follovd 
by  a  like  mistake  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  deciding  aidi 
act  to  be  constitutional,  might  be  attended  with  the  moil 
fatal  consequences.  Let  each  department  jw%e  for  itsell^ 
and  we  are  safe.  If  different  interpretationaareputupoi 
the  constitution  by  the  different  departments,  the  people 
is  the  tribunal  to  settle  the  dispute.  Eadi  of  the  depart* 
ments  is  die  agent  of  the  people,  doin^  their  buaaevK- 
cording  to  the  powers  conferred;  and  where  there  iit 
disagreement  as  to  the  extent  of  these  powers,  the  peofdc 
themselves,  through  the  ballot  boxes,  m\nK  settle  it.  Tte 
Senator,  if  1  heard  him  correctly,  has  said  that  tbe  Prtsi- 
(lent  has  asserted  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  no  porer 
to  <1eci<le  upon  the  cnnstitiitionality  of  an  actorCongTe^ 
The  gentleman  has  not  attended  to  the  message  with  lu 
usual  accuracy.  No  such  opinion  is  advanced,  but  the 
contrary,  that  each  department  within  iu  apprc^tntfe 
sphere  of  action  lias  the  right  to  judge  for  itseH^  imiii 
not  bound  by  the  opinion  of  botii,  or  eitim  the  otben; 
and  this  1  incline  to  think  la  the  correct  constitutioail 
view  of  the  subject.  The  honorable  Senator  tbiukt  iht 
President  entirely  mistaken  when  he  supposes  Coi^ra 
cannot  deprive  itself  of  some  of  its  legislattve  poaroi 
Let  us  fur  a  few  tiunutes  attend  to  the  view  of  tbii  put 
of  the  subject  presented  by  the  message,  and  then  exsnv 
its  correctness. 

The  Congressis  vested  with  exchisive  kgislatii-e  pov- 
ers  over  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  thercfim  hu  u 
undoubted  power  to  est^lish,  within  the  District,  tamxj 
banks,  with  as  much  capital  to  each,  as  it  chooics.  ^ 
titis  charter,  it  is  stipulated  that  Congress  shall  aot  edi- 
blisb  any  bank  w'lthm  the  IMstrict,  not  shall  it  utcrttfe 
the  capital  of  existing  banks,  litis  the  Pre«d«it  thisb 
is  unconstitutional.  By  this  agreement,  the  present  Cs- 
gress,  and  its  successors,  are  deprived  the  poveitef 
establishing  any  bank,  no  matter  how  preasingly  tbe 
lie  interest  may  require  one.  Congress  by  thisagrccDMl 
will  have  strippe<l  itself  of  all  power  to  legislate  upon* 
subject  during  the  existence  of  the  charter,  wheo  tb 
constitution  had  vested  the  most  ample  poweta.  b<l>^ 
coiistitatitKial?  Ought  we  to  be  bound  by  such  an 
ment  for  fiflxen  or  twenty  years,  and  pemut  the  btit  is- 
tereats  of  society  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  want  (tf  a  po«r 
which  the  constitution  has  conferred,  but  which  we  hm 
bartered  away?  The  message  supposes  we  are  not  it 
liberty  to  dispose  of  our  legi^ative  powers  in  this  mtnwt, 
and  Uierefore  this  act  is  unconstitutional.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  important  point.  If  we  make  such  an  *gtar 
ment,  we  ought  to  be  bound  by  it{  and  yet  I  tliink  asa 
might  occur,  in  which  we  ought  not  to  be,  nor  wouM  « 
be,  bound  by  any  auch  agreement  Tlie  public  sifc?' 
the  public  interest,  m*ight,long  before  tlie  expiration  of  tlie 
oliarter,  imperioudy  £mand  tbe  establidinent  of  one' 
more  banks  within  the  District,  and  I  do  not  believe  vt 
can  constitutionally  deprive  ounelvcs  or  our  succeitfM* 
the  power  to  do  so. 

The  Senator  insists,  in  many  cases,  we  deHve  our  p«Vj 
ers  not  from  express  grants,  but  by  constructions,  t» 
asks  hov  we  scquire  power  to  pass  laws  to  buf  ^ 
who  rob  the  nuUL  He  says  it  might  be  argued  tbituc 
and  imprisonment  would  be  sufficiently  severe. 

To  this  1  answer,  that  when  an  express  power  ispvii**^ 
to  Congress  to  aecMnph^  a  given  (rttject,  and  so  vesB 
for  its  aceomplislnacnt  arc  pouted  ouU  there  we 
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construction,  tiave  the  necessary  and  appropriate  mean*. 
In  the  case  of  the  mail  robber,  we  have  the  power  to  han^, 
because  we  have  an  undoubted  power  to  carry  the  mail 
and  deliver  its  contents  safely,  and  unless  those  who  vio- 
late it  can  be  punished  criminally,  this  granted  power 
cannot  be  carried  into  effecti  and  as  putting-  to  de^^th  the 
man  who  viU  break  open  the  mail  and  steal  its  contents 
is  ■  necessary  and  appropriate  means  for  preventing  «ich 
act^  Con^si  has  the  power  thus  to  punish.  But  tliis 
will  not  furnish  a  precedent  for  exeroising-  the  power  to 
confer  upon  a  bank  created  ostensibly  for  public  and 
financial  purposes,  a  set  of  powers  and  pvivileges  not  in 
the  least  necessary  or  proper  for  enabling  it  to  perform 
any  of  the  duties  to  be  required  of  it  by  the  Government. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  wearied  himself  a  (^ood  tit-al 
with  a  ciidcism  upon  the  word  ** monopoly."  He  says  it 
is  used  at  least  twenty  times  in  this  me8»i|^,  and  never 
correctly.  That  the  act  only  confers  exclusive  privileges, 
and  tlie  word  monopoly  means  the  sole  power  of  tradnig. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  think  upon  this  great  subject  the 
minds  of  statesmen  may  be  more  pruKtiibly  employed, 
than  in  close  criticisms  upon  the  definition  of  particular 
words;_butI  am  content  to  take  the  Senator's  definition, 
and  insist  it  is  appropriately  used.  The  elurterdoes  g^nt 
the  sole  power  of  banking  for  fifieen  years  to  tliis  com- 
pany. They,  therefore,  have  tlie  sole  power  of  trading 
m  the  manner  pointed  out  in  tliat  obnrter  for  the  period 
of  its  duration.  To  make  it  a  monopoly,  the  company 
need  not  have  the  exclusive  right  of  trading- in  every 
thing;  the  sole  right  to  cvrry  on  a  particular  branch  of 
business  ia  sufficient;  and  as  this  company  is  to  have  this 
sole  or  exclusive  right,  it  appears  to  me  the  word  is  pro- 
perly  used.  The  honorable  Senator  fears  nuich  mischief 
may  fellow  ftom  ^e  ofajectioni  urged  against  foreigners 
owninjf  stock  in  the  bankf  unless  something  shall  be 
done  to  remove  these  erroneous  impressibnsi  He  says 
we  are  interested  in  encouraging  them  to  make  loans  for 
public  purposes  to  the  General  and  State  Governments, 
and  that  heretofore  it  has  been  our  policy  to  encourage 
them  to  hold  property  among  us. 

Mr.  President,  tliis  never  has  been  our  ptJicy  as  to 
landst  tile  re^ective  States  have,  and  ouglit  everto  liavci 
tlie  exclusive  right  to  determine  who  shall  hcrid  lands 
within  their  limits.   It  has  generally  been,  and  probably 
ever  wilt  be,  their  policy  to  prevent  aliens  from  acquiring 
freeholds  within  their  limits.    This  policy  of  theirs,  we 
have  no  constitutional  power  to  interfere  with.    As  to  our 
public  Btocfcs,  I  think  with  the  Senator,  foreigners  may 
well  make  loans  to  the  Government,  or  purchase  stock 
owned  by  our  citizens.    Much  benefit  may  result  from 
this,  and  we  have  no  injury  to  fear.    As  to  our  public 
stocks,  foreigners  owning  them  can  have  no  agency  what- 
ever In  creating  them,  or  managing  them.    At  the  end  of 
each  quarter,  the  Government  pays  the  stipulated  inte- 
rest, and  at  the  time  agreed  oo  discharges  the  principal. 
The  holder  of  the  stock,  by  no  act  of  his,  can  make  hia 
profita  more  or  less.    But  the  case  ia  not  so  as  to  bank 
•tock.    Although  the  foreigner  can  neither  votCj  nor  be 
a  director,  yet  he  can  in  many  instances  have  an  indirect 
influence  on  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and,  by  regulat- 
ings exchanges  fuvorably  for  the  bank  and  injuriously  for 
oiir  citizens,  can  increase  the  profits  of  the  establishment, 
a:Y<l  thus  benefit  himself.    Will  any  gentleman  s;iy  he  is 
of  opinion  the  Barings,  who  own  a  million  of  slock,  can 
liave  no  influence  on  the  profits  to  be  made  by  tliis  insti- 
tution ?    1  think  not. 

Some  of  tlioTiews  taken  in  this  message  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  stock  may,  and  probably  will  be,  managed 
by  our  own  citizens  and  foreigners,  arc  very  forcible,  as 
they  strike  my  mind. 

IJiidcr  the  old  charter,  the  bank  couUl  not  be  taxed  by 
the  State  Governments,  acconling  to  the  decision  of  th.- 
Siiprenw  Court;  but  citizen  stockholders  might  be  taxed 
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by  the  States  in  which  they  reside  for  the  stock  which 
they  hold.  The  assessfm  in  Connecticut  apphed  to  the 
bank  in  that  State  for  the  names  of  the  stockholders  re- 
siding there.  The  names  were  not  furnished,  and  the  like 
application  was  made  to  the  president  of  the  principal 
bank,  who,  by  the  advice  of  counsel,  returned  a  very  po- 
l.te  answer,  declining  to  give  the  names,  as  the  bank  could 
not  lend  thteir  aid  to  enforce  penalties  against  their  stock- 
holders. To  remedy  this  mischief  under  the  renewed 
charter,  provision  is  made  that  the  names  of  citizen  stock-  ^ 
holders  shall  be  furnished.  The  President  thinks  that, 
under  this  renewed  charter,  the  construction  will  be  that 
the  bank  cannot  be  taxed,  therefore  you  cannot  tax  fo> 
reigners;  but  that  citizens  may  be  taxed  for  the  stuck  they 
ow'ni  therefore  tl\is  stock  will  be  worth  one  pei'  cent,  per 
annum  more  to  the  foreigner  than  to  tlie  citizen.  Tha^ 
witti  this  inducement,  Ibi-eigners  will  purcliase  out  all  the 
stock  except  enough  lo  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  few  citi- 
zens, who  will  have  a  power  every  year  to  elect  themselves 
directors.  That  this  company,  thus  formed  of  a  few  citi- 
zens, and  foreign  stockholders,  will  manage  the  institution 
fur  their  own  particuUir  benatit  in  time  of  peace,  and  that 
in  time  of  war  it  will  possess  a  power  dangerous  to  the 
Government  itself.  The  honorable  Senator  says  the  mes- 
sage frequently  repeats  that  the  institution  may  be  "  dan- 
gerous" to  our  liberty,  dangerous  to  our  prosperity,  Etc.; 
tliathe  can  sec  nothing  dangerous  in  it. 

Mr.  President,  we  must  remember  that,  in  case  of  a  war, 
this  bank,  if  in  existence,  must  be  our  main  dependence 
for  i-aising  money;  and  yet  there  is  no  provision  by  which 
it  is  bound  to  loan  us  one  cent.  Now,  suppose  it  to  have 
existed  during  the  last  war,  and  tlie  stock'to  have  been 
owned  by  British  sul^ects.aiid  a  few  of  our  own  citizen^ 
and  those  citizens  to  have  belonged  to  that  sect  in  politics 
who  were  seeking  to  change  our  federal  rulers — who 
thought  it  wicked  to  thank  God  for  our  victories  upon 
either  land  ur  water — who  had  sent  an  embassy  to  this  city 
to  request  the  then  Preiudent  lo  resign:  does  any  man  be- 
lieve the  administration  could  have  procured  a  luan  for  one 
cent^  Those  politicians,  1  am  willing  to  suppose,  were 
acting  honestly;  that  they  believed  tlie  war  iihpolitic,  un- 
just, ani^wicked,  so  much  so  that  they  would  not  aid  it 
witii  tlieir  good  wishes.  Docs  any  one  suppose  tliat  they 
would  not  have  held  it  trcusutt  against  good  morals  to  have 
loaned  pecuniary  Rid?  Surely  tliey  would.  We  must 
then  have  been  without  money,  and  without  the  meansof 
obtaining  any.  Peace  must  have  been  made,  aiid  upon 
any  terms  dictated  by  tiie  bank,  or  by  the  enemy. 

I  put,  then,  tlie  question  to  the  Senate — to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts — to  answer  me  if  they  can  see  no  dan- 
ger in  this  state  of  things. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  recurs  to  tint  part  of  the 
message  which  speaks  of  the  bonus.  The  President  sup- 
poses that  this  is  proof  upon  the  face  of  the  act,  that  more 
power  and  greater  pr.vilegea  are  confeiTed  than  were  ne- 
cessaiy  for  the  performance  of  the  public  business  to  be 
done  by  the  bank.  I'be  Senator  thinks  this  small  affair 
ia  within  a  nut-diell,  and  tliat  shell  not  worth  crackingt 
that  any  one  capable  of  taking  the  view  of  a  statestnaii, 
would  have  seen  tliat  the  otiier  powetv  were  necessary  to  . 
mak«  a  bank  of  any  use  fur  public  or  private  purposes. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  cnueavored  to  e^cpaiid  my  mind 
90  as  to  take  this  enlarged  view  of  the  subject,  and  what 
I  find  is,  that  the  advocates  of  thia  bank,  upon  the  plea 
that  the  bank  is  necessary  fur  the  6scal  concerns  of  the 
Gov  ernment,  wish,  by  instruction,  to  acquire  the  power 
t»  create  a  bank;  and,  having  thus  possessed  themselves  of 
the  power,  wish  to  use  it  so  as  to  confer  powers  not  in  any 
degree  necessary  fur  a  bank  to  possess  to  enable  it  to  do 
all  which  the  Government  may  wisli  to  have  done,  but 
tlirougii  which  the  stockhnlders  may  cnricii  ihcmselves 
i\m\  tlicir  friends,  :ind  acquire  an  iiinuencc  greater  than 
the  Oovrrnment  itself,  and  control  :^^»r  ool-tipl  con. 
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cems  in  Buch  mniiner  u  to  gratify  Iheir  ambition  and  pro> 
mote  their  interests  to  any  extent  tbey  may  wish.  In  eliort, 
it  apjiears  to  rae  that,  in  creating  the  bank,  the  pretence 
ii^  through  it  to  do  the  public  business)  and  as  soon  as 
created,  the  public  business  is  a  mere  insignificant  inci- 
dent; and  private  emolument,  witliout  limit,  is  the  main 
deugn. 

But  it  is  said  we  have  the  President's  project  for  abank. 
It  is  to  be  one  without  money*  without  credit,  and  to  do 
no  business. 

Others,  b^re  tht  hooorable  Senator,  bare  supposed 
the  President  to  metn  any  sort  of  bank  that  could  be 
most  esdiy  turned  into  ridicule.  I  do  not  know  where, 
the  bonorid)le  member  has  seen  the  project  of  wliich  he 
speaks.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  such  thing 
from  the  PrcKdent. 

The  Senator  seems  to  suppose  the  Prerident's  fears 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Stutes  not  being  allowed  to  im- 
pose a  tax,  entirely  too  great. 

How  stands  this  matter?  Tbit  Supreme  Court  baa  de- 
cided Uiat  the  States  cannot  tax  the  bank.  This  charter 
imposes  no  eonditiop  upon  the  bank  that  it  sliall  pay  any 
tax  to  any  State,  and  provides  a  mode  by  wttitli  resident 
■tockholden  may  be  taxed  for  tlieir  stock.  What,  tlien, 
will  be  the  construction  under  this  renewed  ctiarter?  No 
man  can  doubt  it.  As  no  provision  is  made,  no  tax  can 
be  collected.  I  hold  that  in  every  State  wliere  a  branch 
is  situated,  tliat  as  the  State  laws  must  protect  the  persons 
who  manage  the  affairs  of  this  corporation,  and  must  pro- 
tect ttie  property  within  their  Vmiti,'  it  is  strictly  just  that 
a  reasonable  tax  should  be  paid  for  this  protection. 

All  this  nught  have  been  easily  provided  fur.  Although 
Congress  cannot  confer  upon  a  State  the  power  of  taxa- 
tion, it  certainly  can  impose  a  condition  upon  this  corpo- 
ration that  it  shall  pay  a  tax,  or  the  charter  be  forfeited. 
As  no  such  condition  is  imposed,  the  States  must  lose  tlie 
tax,  under  tlie  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  take  the 
lib^y  of  saying,  further,  that  the  reasoning  in  that  case, 
if  correct  and  carried  out,  will  produce  a  class  of  persons 
exempt  from  taxation  that  would  be  highly  inconvenient. 
The  principle  established  is,  that  the  bank  is  necessary 
for  the  Federal  Government;  that  the  State  Government 
is  an  adversary  power,  and,  if  allowed  the  power  to  tax. 
could  tax  so  heavily  as  to  exclude  the  bank  and  branches 
from  the  States.  Carry  out  the  same  principle,  and  you 
must  exempt  from  State  taxation  the  houses  and  other 
property  of  every  federal  officer  of  every  grade.  If 
tlic  bank  is  necessary  to  the  United  States  in  an  indivi- 
dual State,  and  tliat  State  ca,nnot  tax  it,  because  it  may  by 
taxing  exclude  it,  1  ask,  are  not  federal  judges  necessary! 
inarshiils,  clerks,  collectors,  and  a  host  of  omcers.^  Why 
shall  the  States  tax  tliem  or  their  property?  They  may 
be  taxed  out  of  tlft  States  by  tliis  adverstu^'  power,  and 
therefore  tliejr  must  be  freed  from  taxation.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  yield  my  assent  to  a  doctrine  leading  to  suoh 
a  result.  Tlw  President  must  be  right  in  wishing  to  pre- 
serve for  the  States  all  the  powers  of  taxation  which  they 
have  not,  in  express  terms,  surrendered  in  tlie  constitu- 
tion. These  are  few.  He  says,  importsand  exports.  The 
objects  of  taxation  are  only  limited  by  their  duicretion. 
Persons  .md  property  of  every  description,  real  and  per- 
sonal, coi-pureal  and  mcorporeal,  widt  the  exception  men- 
tioned, arc,  and  of  riglit  oiig^ft  to  be,  liable  to  State  taxa- 
tion; yet  under  tliis  cliartcr  they  will  be  deprived  of  if  for 
want  of  some  such  provision  an  it  was  attempted  to  intro- 
duce here,  and  which  was  rejected. 

The  lionorKble  member  has  alluded  to  that  part  of  the 
message  which  speaks  of  the  investigation  of  tlie  bank 
being  unwillingly  yielded;  and  at  the  same  time  be  says, 
as  it  does  not  allude  to  this  branch  of  the  Logialature,  we 
cannot  notice  it.  ' 

Sir,  is  not  tlie  statement  true  ?  Was  not  the  creation  of 
a  comniittee  opposed.'   The  bank  hml  its  agents  here,  no 


doubt  Gentlemen  of  the  House,  confiding  in  ti»  siite- 
ments  of  tlie  agent,  thoii^t  the  investigation  xiukm, 
therefore  they  opposed  it  it  was  unwilln^;ly  y'leUed. 
Who  is  blamed  for  this  in  the  message.'  Not  die  hw, 
not  tlie  members  of  the  House.  Let  any  candid  mind  «i. 
amine  the  whole  paragraph,. and  he  must  see  itiithase 
who  applied  fura  renewal  of  the  charter,  and  persAtdii 
the  application,  after  this  limited  and  unsatisfactory  cii- 
mination.  The  honorable  Senator  thinks  the  mesugt  ii 
unfortunate  in  ascribing  to  the  patriots  of  the  revoluun 
the  spirit  of  comprumse  which  ought  not  to  be  imitaitd 
Mr.  President,  if  the  message  Ad  read  as  the  Semtor  hs 
read  it,  it  would  have  been  substantially  comet.  Tht 
leading  patriots  of  the  revolution  were  the  teadiftg  mn 
in  framUig  and  adopting  the  constitution;  and  itistU 
spirit  of  compromise  which  these  men  manifested  in  adopt 
ing  the  constitution  we  are  called  upon>to  intiute,  not 
tliat  displayed  during  the  revolution  in  ngbtingthe  enmy. 
But  the  paragraph  was  Busread  by  the  Senator,  no  douJit 
unintentionally,  and  furnishes  no  color,  when  cometlf 
read,  for  tbe  criticism  we  bave  heard  upon  it.  IthubM 
argued  that  it  is  strange  the  mesaue  UKwld  uitimitrte 
Executive  ouglit  to  have  been  calKd  apon  for  a  dnn|til 
of  the  project  of  a  bank. 

I  submit,  Hr.  President,  that  it  is  not  at  all  stnr^.  Is 
every  instance,  heretofore,  the  bank  projects  hmpi* 
ceeded  from  the  treasury;  and  so  they  ot^t.  Althtw^ 
the  bank  established  in  General  Washington's  day 
have  been  the  best  that  could  be  devaed,  as  things  thn 
were,  yet  the  increase  of  population — numerous  chum 
in  almost  every  thing,  might  make  itaveT7uniuit;.bIe|iEu 
at  this  time.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  wlioseiiuff 
it  is  to  watch  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  the  c^eii' 
tiona  of  the  bank,  could  better  judge  of  tlie  detaib  prc^ 
for  a  bill,  than  any  other  officer;  and  noW|  as  in  time  pi*, 
ought  to  bave  been  consulted. 

Mr.  Preakleiit,  in  submitting  thia  message,  one  of  Ac 
highest  duties  of  the  Chief  Hagistnte  has  been  perfom- 
ea.  Under  peculiar  and  trying  circuaMtanoes  he  hssfifci 
his  sentiments,  plainly  and  frankly,  as  lie  believed  liisduti 
required. 

When  the  excitement  of  the  time  in  which  we  set  ^ 
have  passed  away,  and  the  historiaji  and  bi(^[nplH:r  ^ 
be  employed  In  giving  his  account  of  the  acts  of  outon' 
distinguii&ed  public  men,  and  comes  to  the  dsiik  of  An- 
drew Jackson;  when  he  riiall  liave  recounted  all  die]tm> 
and  good  deeds  done  by  this  man  In  the  course  of  *  W 
and  eventful  life,  and  the  cvcumstauces  under  vhicta  tbs 
message  wiis  communicated  sliall  have  been  stated,  the 
conclusion  will  be,  lhat,  in  doing  this,  he  has  ^dwui  vi- 
lingnesa  to  risk  more  to  promote  the  happiness  of  boU- 
low-men,  and  to  secure  their  liberties,  than  by  tbe  doiaf 
of  any  other  act  whatever. 

Hr.  HOLMES  followed  in  apposition  to  die  n>e"4^ 
and  spoke  some  time,  when  tlw  Senate  took  a  recen  tl 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  at  which  time  it  met,  matt 
aumed  the  subject  of  the  veto  message,  when 

Mr.  EWING  took  the  floor.  He  said  he  hadtbusb 
been  an  attentive  listener  to  the  discussion  which  the  m 
ject  had  elicited.  In  the  progress  of  that  discuwon,  W 
own  views  had  been  in  many  particulars  anticipated.  SfM 
pai'ts,  however,  of  Uie  mesM^  which,  in  his  opiuiooi 
quired  examination,  had  been  but  briefly  nrticcdi  ■» 
utliers  passed  over  in  silence.  To  su^  of  tbem,  wd  ^ 
E.,  as  I  deem  the  most  important,  1  will  now  askthti^ 
tention  of  the  Senate.  But  in  this  disuusioo  I  >t>^'  °f 
brief— carefully  a\-<»ding,  as  far  as  may  be,  a  reptfa*** 
the  subjects  uready  dwelt  upon,  and  argumenis  littxj 
advanced.  ,  , 

This  message  contains  the  Executive  condemmtiMj' 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  a  universal,  unqusl"'"; 
condemnation  of  all  that  it  is,  and  aU  that  CongresibH 
proposed  to  make  it  There  is  no  objectioik  bowem  « 
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founded*  no  arapument,  however  unbound,  which  hu  been 
UQed  a^intt  this  institution  for  yMtt  put,  botti  in  uid 
-V  out  of  this  capttol,  but  are  collected  and  thrown  together 
hereto  ma^e  up  thtBextnu>nUn«t7  pftper.  But  its  general 
merit*  have  been  already  oonsid'crea.  The  parts  to  which 
I  would  now  more  especially  invite  your  attention*  are 
found  00  the  third  page  of  the  printed  messagv,  in  w)iich* 
after  saying  that  "all  the  objectionable  principles  of  the 
existing  corporation,  and  moat  of  its  odious  features,  are 
'retained  without  aHeriation"  in  the  bill  under  consident- 
tioa*  proceeds: 

'  *  The  fourth  section  prarides  *  tliat  the  notes  or  bills  of 
the  sud  eoiporation,  although  the  same  be  on  the  faces 
thereof  respectively  made  pay^le  at  one  place  only, 
iluill,  nevertheless,  be  received  by  the  said  corporation  at 
the  bank,  or  at  any  of  the  offices  of  discount  and  depoaite 
thereof,  if  tendered  in  liquidation  or  payment  of  any  ha- 
Uncc  or  balances  due  to  said  corporation,  or  to  such  office  of 
discount  and  depostte,  from  any  other  incorporated  bank.' 
This  provision  secures  to  the  8tat«  banks  a  l^Eitl  privilege 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  it  withheld  from 
all  private  citizens.  If  a  StiUe  l»nk  in  Philadelphia  owe 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  and  have  notes  issued  by' 
the  St.  Louis  branch,  it  can  pay  the  debt  with  those  notest 
but  if  a  merchant,  mechanic,  or  other  private  citizen,  be 
in  like  orcura^ances,  he  cannot,  by  law,  pay  his  debt  with 
those  ootcS)  biU  must  sell  them  at  adiecount,  or  send  them 
to  St.  Louis  to  be  cashed.  This  boon  conceded  to  the 
State  banks,  though  not  ui^just  in  itself  ii  moat  odioust 
because  it  does  not  measure  out  equal  justice  to  the  high 
and  the  low,  the  rich  and  tite  poor.  To  the  extent  of  its 
practical  effect,  it  is  a  bond  of  union  among  the  banking 
establishments  of  the  nation,  erecting  tiiem  into  an  interest 
separate  from  that  of  the  people:  and  its  necessary  ten- 
dency is  to  unite  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the 
State  banka  in  any  measure  wtuoh  may  be  though  condu- 
cive to  thar  common  interests. '* 

And  this  ia  one  pronunent  objection  to  the  bill  extend- 
■1^  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  one 
oTthe  reasons  for  refuung  it  the  sanction  of  the  Execu- 
tive! This  bank»  sir,  with  its  present  charter,  has  exist- 
ed about  fifteen  years.  During  that  period,  its  effects 
upon  the  country  have  been  tried  and  tested.  The  pre- 
sent charter  has  faults  and  imperfections.    Men  of  busi- 


ness, pursuing  the  various  avocations  of  life  in  a  state  of  there  by  traden  u  the  funds  eariest  of  transportatioii  Kv 


society  highly  complicated,  and  in  ita  various  blanches 
connected  and  intertwined  in  a  thousand  forms  of  combi- 
nation, have,  in  that  long  period  of  time,  felt  all  the  good 
«nd  all  the  evil  it  contalnedi  but  with  all  ita  good  and  all 
its  evil,  taken  as  a  whole,  it  has  proved  highly  beneficial 
to  our  country.    That  it  has  so,  is  certain  from  the  united 
opinion  of  all  men  of  business,  and  almost  all  the  local 
banks  in  the  United  States,  whose  petitions  for  ita  renewal 
load  your  table-^etitiona,  not  of  one  place,  or  of  one 
party,  or  one  elasi  of  men,  bntcrf  the  people  of  Ul  classes, 
all  pM^es,  and  almost  all  sections  of  the  Union — and  «■ 
nerally  in  those  petitions  they  call  for  an  extension  of  uie 
charter  of  the  bank,  without  suggesting  either  variation 
or  modification.   Others  do  suggest  existing  evib,  andask 
ibr  a  modification  which  will  remove  them;  but  in  no  one, 
And  from  no  quarter,  do  we  hear  it  urged  as  a  complaint 
tbat  the  not«  of  ^e  bank,  wherever  payable,  are  not 
made  a  tender  at  all  plaeei  for  the  pqrment  of  in^vidual 
debts  to  the  bank.    Was  it  necessary',  then,  or  was  it  pro- 
per, toinaert  such  proviuon?   Certainly  not,  unless  some 
«iril  was  to  be  avmded,  or  some  good  to  be  produced  by  it. 

The  present  charter  of  the  bank  permits  them  to  pay 
out  and  put  in  circulation,  at  any  one  of  their  branchea, 
bills  payable  at  any  other  branch.  The  bill  before  us  re- 
■tricta  them,  and  requires  that  no  notes  of  a  denomina- 
cion  which  conatitutes  currency  shall  be  paid  out  or  putin 
circulation  wluch  are  not  made  pqrable  at  the  plaeo  where 
«bey  arc  so  issued.  If,  then,  aa  iiulhridml  bonnw  money 
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at  a  branch,  and  agree  to  pajr  it  at  the  sanie  place,  ia  it,  I 
ask,  necessary  for  nis  proteotion*  or  eonnatent  with  mer- 
eantile  habits  and  principles,  that  be  abouM  be  allowed,  as 
a  legal  right,  to  tender  in  payment  of  this  loan  the  notes 
of  the  person  (or  the  bank)  of  whom  he  borrows,  payable 
a  thousand  milca  off*  ^  It  maybe  just  enough,  once  adopted 
as  a  rule  of  Uw;  but  it  would  be  embarrassing  in  the  ex- 
treme to  the  lender,  and  would  compel  him  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  his  loans  in  order  to  sustain  his  credit  But  can 
any  injury  happen  to  tl\e  borrower  by  the  want  of  auch 

Erovision}  Every  individual  who  oorrowi  at  a  bank 
ROWS  when  pay-day  comes,  and  if  he  be  provident  be 
prepares  for  it  Should  the  bank  h(dd  him  to  the  strict 
law,  and  require  him  to  pay  in  the  notea  of  the  branch,  tut 
specie,  he  has  time  to  prepare  himself  with  such  lunda  as 
ma-Y  suit  his  purpose,  by  exchanges,  which  are  always 
c»ax\y  effected.  As,  fw  example,  a  trader  or  mechanic  at 
Cincinnati  borrows  money  payable  at  that  place,  and  be 
ia  required  to  pay  in  notes  of  that  branch,  or  speoe;  now 
the  notea  that,  aoder  tUs  ohirter,  would  circulate  ther^ 
are  those  of  Cincinnati,  Loiutnlle,  and  Pittshnig.  If  the 
debtor  had  one-third  of  the  amount  due  in  notea  of  each 
of  those  branehea,  and  the  bank  at(^n<^JWati  diould  re- 
fuse to  recave  any  but  ita  own  notes,  eve^  man  of  bun- 
ness  knows  that  an  hour  would  be  ample  time  to  exchange 
to  the  amount  of  any  moderate  loan,  and  without  a  pre- 
mium, for  such  funda  as  the  branch  could  not  refuse. 
But  the  suppontion  that  thia  would  ever  be  required  by 
the  bank,  is  porfiKthr  idle.  .  They  have  to  deal  widi  tiw 
people,  and  the  good  will  of  their  custtmien  is  the  source 
DOthof  their  convenience  and  their  profit.  It  would  be 
wanton  folly  in  them  to  refuse  notes  of  any  of  their 
branches  in  payment  of  the  debta  due  them,  whenever 
obtained  by  a  borrower  in  the  due  course  of  business,  and 
fiiirly  offered  for  that  purpose.  They  never  have,  that  1 
haveever  heard  of,  asyet,  in  the  wludo  come  of  their  bun- 
ncss^  uid  I  presume  they  never  mil,  unless  their  officers  he- 
come  insane,  or  an  unexpected  change  in  business  should 
render  it  necessary  for  self-preservation.  Butcompelthm 
by  law  to  do  that  which  they  now  do  vduntarily,  a!nd  great 
mischief  might  follow.  In  the  fluctuations  of  trade  utere 
wilt  frequently  be  heavy  drains  upon  the  specie  of  our 
great  commercial  cities.  Ia  those  cities  flows  from  eveiy 
part  of  the  Union  the  pwer  of  all  the  branchea,  brou^tt 


the  purchase  of  merchandise.  '  There,  too,  the  heaviest 
loans  are  made  to  individuala^  and  the  amount  beeominf 
due  to  the  bank,  in  a  single  iby,  ia  sometimes  immense. 
Now,  in  this  state  of  things,  suppose  one  oS  these  sudden 
and  heavy  preasures  upon  the  money  market  in  New  York, 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  and  the  other  banks  in 
that  city  are  drawn  on  at  once  for  one  or  two  millions  of 
doUan  of  apecie,  and  this  bank  compelled  to  receive  the 
pap^  of  remote  branchea  in  payment  of  debts,  ia  it  not 
obvioua  at  ones  that  they  would  bear  the  whole  pressure* 
in  the  first  tnatance,  at  leaat  to  the  extent  of  all  the  notes 
ofall  the  brancheainthe  money  marketofthe  place?  The 
Manhattan  bank,  for  example,  has  $100,000  of  the  psper 
of  the  remote  branches,  and  wishes  to  make  it  available 
at  once  in  specie:  that  t^nk  would,  throurit  the  medium 
of  brokers,  bid  up  a  small  premium  in  the  bills  on  remote 
branches,  for  those  pay^le  at  the  hnmch  in  New  Twk. 
andthedebton  who  were  about  to  pay  the  money  on  ttidr 
own  notes  would  make  the  exchange  and  take  the  pre- 
mium, and  the  Manhattan  bank  would  return  the  notes 
of  the  branch  in  New  York*  and  oooqiel  the  paymrat  of 
specie.  Hiua  everjr  sudden  preanire  would  be  cast  whollv 
upon  tlua  institution,  their  busness  would  be  cnunpedC 
and  their  diacoonts  hmited,  and  no  good  <a  useful  pur* 
poae  whatever  effected  by  it  So  much  as  to  the  pro* 
ptie^ofthis  extension  or  the  general  privilege  of  tender 
to  individuals. 
WMi  reflect  to  bsnki,  the  cms  ii  wholly  different 
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Thrj  Ktt  the  rinl%  not  the  customer*,  of  th'w  imtitution. 
Iftheir  jMlouiy  dkouM  erer  be  exdted  i^int  myt  if 
tiMy  ihMfld,  mm  my  cause,  attempt  the  oppteanon  or 
orerthrow  of  any  interest  in  the  country,  it  would  be 
the  local  intUtutions,  the  other  chartered  banks  in  tite 
ITnfted  Statett  and  it  is  against  the  poonbility  of  such 
opbreaaion  tiiat  this  fourth  »*ction  was  intended  to  guard. 

Banks  ere  easentially  creatures  of  credit,  no  matter  how 
nfe  and  aolvent  they  may  be  in  fkctt  if  they  ever  refuse 
payment  of  their  engaeements  but  fiir  a  Angle  day,  under 
cireumstancea  where  tficy  are  le^ly  required,  the  public 
confidence  b  shaken,  their  credit  it  gme,  and  tbrir  ruin 
if  coirplete. 

BanlcB,  too,  are  unlike  indindoals  In  this;  they  do  not 
know  what  day  or  hour,  or  to  what  amount,  they  may  be 
called  on  to  redeem  their  notef .  They  cannot,  therenire, 
be  prepared,  by  a  given  day,  to  meet  a  given  sum,  which 
tfiey  know  tbey  must  pay,  and  whidi  it  all  tliat  tbey  must 
pay.  But  a  htvry  claim  may  come  iritbout  a  moraent^s 
notice,  and  must  be  pud  within  the  day,  or  the  credit  of 
the  bank  ii  destroyea. 

Agwn,  Mr,  sereral  branches  may  have  a  motive,  and 
without  this  provision  they  would  have  the  power  to  com- 
bine Rga'nst  a  State  bank  to  injure  and  oppress  it,  while 
they  have  nather  the  motive  nor  the  power  so  to  operate 

r'ntt  individuals.  I  would  instance  tlie  case  of  the 
e  brandies  of  Phltburg,  Cincinnati,  and  Louiarille, 
the  notes  of  all  which  circulate  within  the  range  of  busi- 
ness of  the  Commercial  bank  of  Cincinnati.  They  each 
of  them  receive  the  notes  of  tiiat  bank,  and  it  receives 
theirs.  Suppose  that  each  of  these  branches  has  in  its 
▼aulta  #30,000  of  the  notes  of  the  Commercial  bank,  and 
that  it  has  at  the  same  time  an  equivalent  amount  of  theirs. 
The  two  remote  branches  may,  if  they  choose  to  do  so, 
under  the  present  charter,  aend  all  those  notes  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati branch  for  collection— this  branch  presenta  them 
tt  the Ccnmnerdal bank  and^emands payment;  theymust 
take  in  exchange  the  30,000  dollars  of  paper  on  the  Cin- 
cinnati branch,  but  are  not  bound  to  take  the  60,000  on 
the  Pittsburg  and  Louisville  branches.  Tht  Commercial 
bank  mighty  therefore,  be  compelled  to  pay  the  balance 
of  60,000  dollars  in  specie,  to  ita  great  injury,  when  equity 
required  tiiat  not  a  dollar  should  be  drawn.  A  case  like 
this  could  not  arise  aa  to  an  individual.  And  was  it  not 
right  to  provide  against  this  poanble  evil*  And  can  it  be 
tlut  this  prorMon  it  **  most  odious**  to  a  wiae  Executive 
and  an  honest  and  intelligent  people,  because  anotiier  pro- 
vision, fhtught  with  mischief,  and  productire  of  no  good, 
has  not  also  been  inserted  > 

But  this  boon,  itissaid,  is  most  odious,  "because  it  does 
not  measure  out  equal  justice  to  the  higli  and  low,  rich 
and  poor."  Now,  sir,  I  cannot  sec  the  connexion  of  tliis 
conclusion,  with  any  of  the  premises  or  arguments  which 
precede  it,  if,  indeed,  it  be  intended  at  a  conclusion.  If 
It  be  an  assertion,  1  can  by  no  meant  admit  iti  truth  in 
point  of  fact.  The  rich  via  poor,  in  the  capacity  of  bor- 
rowers, are  certainly,  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  placed 
upon  the  same  footing  precisely-— all  Vibject  to  the  same 
obligations,  and  all  having  the  same  rights.  But  banking 
institution^  being  particularly  liable  to  danger,  Iiave  had 
a  shield  thrown  over  them  as  a  defence,  which  private 
borrowers,  who  are  not  exposed  to  the  same  danger,  did 
not  want,  and,  therefore,  (Udnot  receive.  Butthe  "high 
and  low,  rich  and  poor,"  what  does  it  mean  as  applied  to 
the  State  institutions?  The  banks  tliemselves  are  iwither 
the  one  thing  nor  the  otheri  but  if  it  have  any  application 
at  all,  it  must  be  to  the  stockholders  in  such  bank.  Now, 
sir.  If  It  be  true  that  the  stockholders  in  our  State  banks 
are,  as  a  body,  richer  tlian  the  borrowers  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  a  fact  which  I  have  yet  to  learn, 
llw  ttoek  in  those  banks  i*  generally  held  in  small  snmt 
by  men  who  have,  duiiiw  an  aotire  life,  saved  aometUng 
for  thrir  <dd  i^t  or  by  Uie  widows  and  orphans  of  sucb 


persons,  deceased.  The  buiiovus  of  the  Bank  of  die 
Urated  States' are  the  yonng',  ^  active,  and  tbetnlo. 
primng,  who  are  unng  tnor  talenta  and  industiy  to  litein 
the  world.  Neither  classy  aa  eempared  with  the  other,  ii 
rich,  and  neitfier  poor;  and  I  know  not  upon  what  wund, 
statesmanlike  principle  an  asaertion  or  aasomed  eondumi 
of  this  kind  could  have  found  its  place  m  tins  ntaagt. 

But  it  is  further  asid,  and  it  is  die  last  miacluef  disancd 
under  this  bead,  that  tiie  necessary  tendency  of  tlitipn- 
vision  is  *<  to  umte  tlie  Bank  of  the  UiUted  Ststes  tsdlk 
Slate  banks  in  any  measure  which  may  be  thougtit  coada- 
eive  to  flieir  common  interest.** 

There  is  but  one  possible  mode  in  which  dus  pnim 
of  the  charter  would  produce  the  effect  propeaed,  ud 
that  IS  by  removing  a  source  of  controversy  snd  dbctni 
between  tbem,  preventing  future  coUiaon^  sndnublinf 
them  to  purMic  more  barmomously  tbe  general  object!  rf 
their  creationi  for  unlesa  strife  ana  discord  prevent  it,  d 
men  and  all  institutions  who  postea  an  or^isry  dnre  gf 
wisdom  and  foresight,  wit)  pursue  that  which  is  conducin 
to  their  interest^  and  if  the  same  object  be  conduciw  to 
the  interest  of  the  whole  people,  or  a  whole  clw 
incorporated  institutions,  they  will,  unlcaa  the  prtdui- 
nance  of  evil  passions  prevent  it,  unite  in  its  pursuit,  lliii 
provision  might  have  had  the  efl*ect  of  removing  causn  d 
animosity  between  the  national  and  State  institutiom,  ui 
have  allayed  or  prevented  the  occurrence  of  hostile  or 
unkindly' feelings  between  those  who  directed  thRn,ail 
thus  have  enabled  them  to  pursue  their  common  inteKd 
without  jealousy  or  coUimn,  and  hy  tbeu-  united  mnitiH 
advance  the  common  interests  of  our  country.  But ! 
cannot,  fur  myself,  divine  why  the  removal  of  a  aibjctl 
of  discord  between  that  and  the  State  institutions  dmhl 
be  made  an  objection  fiitai  to  the  bilL  TWs  diffioAy,il 
it  be  one,  lies  too  deep  for  my  intellect  to  htfaoa  it 
Surely  the  President  did  not  intend  to  convey  Ike  ida 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  and  the  Stttc  baib 
would,  by  this  provirion,  be  induced  "necessu^'to 
unite  in  oppresnng  iJie  people.  No  man  possening  ordi- 
nary intelligence  could  entertain  an  opinion  of  tbii  iisi, 
and,  if  not  entertained,  certainly  it  could  not  be  intcnua- 
ally  advanced.  Unite  against  the  people!  Why,  lir.lci 
this  bank  and  the  State  bank  settle  their  accountsvrk 
each  other  as  they  will,  or  let  tbe  law  settle  for  t)iea»ii 
maV,  they  are  atiil,  and  always  must  be,  riv^  in  tndr, 
ana  their  competition  compels  then^  and  must  ti^i^ 
compel  them,  to  treat  their  customers  not  wHj  vith 
justice,  but  with  courtesy;  and  no  man  in  this 
nation  will  believe,  let  it  be  iiwiHiated  frwn  whil  qii"W 
it  may,  that  a  law  compelling  tlie  Bank  of  the 
States  to  receive  the  paper  of  the  branches  in  p»yi«« 
from  the  State  banks,  will  form  a  bond  of  union  ^k^**^ 
them,  and  unite  them  agaiiuft  tbe  people,  on  whoM  gm 
will  they  both  depend. 
PassingfromUiissubject,  the  message  proceedstoa^tW 
**  The  ninth  section  of  tlie  act  recognises  principki  a 
worse  tendency  than  any  provision  of  tbe  present  cbuut 
>*  It  enacts  that  *  the  casliier  of  the  bank  ifaaU  aenu^ 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  i""**  • 
stuckiiolders  vboare  not  rendent  citizens  ttf  tbe  L'niM 
Tttittes,  and,  on  the  application  of  the  treasurer  rf"? 
State,  slwll  make  Out  andtransmK  to  such  ttvssumi* 
of  stockholders  residing  in,  or  ctticena  of  such  Stitr,  "* 
the  amount  of  stock  owned  hy  each.* " 

This  principle,  so  fraught  with  evil,  is  the  riglrt  of 
States  to  tax  stockholders  resident  within  tbm  limit*- 

Now,  sir,  no  right  of  this  kind  ia,  or  could  be,  grwt» 
nor  is  it  profesiied  to  be  granted  by  this  bill.  1  he  i>» 
section  furnishes  the  several  States  the  means  of  knoW 
what  stock  is  owned  withm  their  limits,  and>ft'bo  ut  t» 
proprietors^  but  it  conleM  no  rights  upon  tbe  StsM-^ 

S'vesthem  nopowcv— 4tdoe8iwteTenaMgeat«rint>'"^ 
e  use  whiob  the  Statea  may  make  of  tif  irfteaitiK»' 
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»nd  it  is  bkrdly  a  fur  presumption  tliat  the  Btatfs  will  so 
Ur  abuse  their  iofnnnstiont  that  the  merely  telling  them 
the  secret  will  sap  the  liberties  and  destroy  the  prosperity 
of  the  cMnmonweahh. 

But,  sir,  the  rigiit  of  the  States  to  tax  the  stock  held  in 
this  bank  by  perrans  residing  within  their  limits,  h«a  never 
been  donbted.  Many  of  ue  States  have  exercised  itf 
and  all  have  the*power  to  do  it,  and  to  compel  the  stock 
holder,  by  various  modes,  yenerally  that  of  arbitrary 
assessment  to  disclose  under  oath  tlie  amount  of  stock 
whieh  h«  owns.  But  the  ninth  aection  of  this  charter 
obviates  that  necessity,  and  it  does  noth'mg  raore.  So 
DUieh  for  the  effect  of  this  provision,  which  is  said  to  be 
fraught  with  . principles  of  such  dangerous  tendency.  But 
ft  word  moreas  to  the  principles  which  it  does  not  recog- 
nise, but  which,  nevertheless,  do  exist  in  law. 

1  liave  said  that  the  States  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
tax  the  stockholders  reading  within  their  limits  fur  ^1  the 
stock  which  they  bold  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  right  of  taxation,  as  to  debts,  contracts,  stocks,  every 
thing  which  isofuntangiblenaUire,  (not  issuing  out  of  real 
esUte,)  and  is,  therefore,  of-no  place,  is  determined  by  the 
doraicil  of  the  owner;  it  is  supposed  to  exist  there,  and,  if 
taxed  at  all,  it  is  in  the  State  or  kingdom  in  which  its  owner 
rendea.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a  man  resident 
in  Virginia*  loaning  money  to  a  citizen  of  Ohio.  Could 
Ohio  tax  the  lender  in  consequence  of  the  loan  >  Certainly 
not.  Kit  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower,  dispose 
of  it  however  be  might— whether  he  retwned  it  on  hand, 
or  converted  H  into  properly,  or  loaned  it  again — would 
become  at  once  a  subject  of  taxation  in  Ohio.  It  ia  the 
same  between  kingdoms  as  States;  a  long  established  prin- 
ciple of  iiitetnalioHal  law,  never  departed  from  in  times  of 
peace  and  amity:  and  even  in  war,  confiscation,  or  tlie 
auipeaauMi  of  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  and  not  taxation, 
ie  the  usual  resort  against  the  credits  of  the  alten  enemy. 
But  a  word  as  to  the  justice  of  this  principle,  as  applied 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  policy  of 
mitting  the  stock  to  be  owned  by  foreigners. 

The  bonus  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  several 
burdens  imposed  by  the  bill,  was  the  price  which  it  was 
proposed  should  be  paid  by  the  bank  fox  its  privilege  to 
exist,  and  loan  money  as  a  corporation.    This  was  the 
medium  sum  in  the  judgment  of  those  who  had  reflected 
on  the  subjeeti  and  every  thing  considered  wsa  about  a 
just  equuvsleat.    Tlus  matter,  however,  I  do  not  intend 
to  discuss — suflu:e  it  that  it  Wos  the  price  propoaird  for  the 
I^ivilege  of  the  charter.    The  individual  stockholders, 
then,  must,  in  this  bonus,  pay  an  equivalent  fur  vesting 
tlieir  money  in  the  corporate  joint  stock  concern;  and, 
having  done  so,  they  ought  to  stand  in  every  other  respect 
upon  precisely  the  same  footing  with  individual  money 
lenden — no  better  and  no  wwse.    If  an  individual  rend- 
ing in  Boston  send  a  hundred  thousand  doBara  to  his 
agent  at  Cincinnati,  who  lends  it  for  him  and  in  bis  name, 
tlie  State  of  Ohio  cannot,  as  I  have  already  explained,  tax 
the  Bostonian  on  account  of  the  loan.    The  State  of  Has- 
Mchusetls  may,  but  Ohio  cannot,  for  the  debt  is  drawn  to 
the  domicil  of  the  lender,  and  is  proper^  there,  and  not 
in  Ohio.    So,  if  the  lender  resides  in  England,  and  loans 
his  money  in  the  United  States,  the  same-principle  applies^ 
-we  cannot  tax  him  for  the  Iftan,  but  his  own  Government 
can.    These  we  priniuplea  which  we  cannot  alter,  and 
keep  wiUun  those  rules  wluch  are  respected  by  all  civihzed 
siatioos.    Nov,  the  same  principles  apply,  in  all  their 
force,  to  stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They  stand  in  the  situation  of  lenders,  and,  liaving  paid 
A>r  the  privilege  of  a  corporate  existence,  are,  all  beyond 
tlie  peculiar  privilege  so  purchased,  in  effect,  private 
money  le  ndcr%  to  the  amount  of  their  ato^t  and  where  is 
the  hardatup  of  all  thia?   Ought  we  to  oompbuD  that 
A>reigMr>  come  here  and  lend  tbcir  monev  or  invest  their 
cmpxW.}  Doci  FennsylTanhi  coanplatn  that  ber  cmbiI  fftock 


is  purchasedin  En^and?  Or  does  Ohio  fe^l  grieved  that 
her  stock  ia  owned  in  New  York,  Philadelptua,  and  in 
London?  No  such  ttung.  It  is,  of  all  others,  that  which 
advances  our  prosperity.  They  have  capital  which  m 
want.  We  have  iiidusby,  enterprise,  and  the  means  of 
applying  capital,  which  they  do  not' possess.  It  ia,  there- 
fore, fur  the  common  benefit  tiuit  the  transfer  should  be 
made.  It  is  true  it  would  be  better  if  we  had  this  capital 
of  our  own,  without  paying  interest)  but,  as  we  have  it 
not,  it  is  well  that  we  can  obtain  it  on  iavorable  terms 
from,  other  States,  or  from  foreign  nations.  No  one  ever 
heard  ofMiy  nation  prohibiting.4ts  citiaens  from  botrowit^g 
money  of  foreignersi  and  it  would  be  equally  absurd  in 
us  to  prohibit  ours  from  selling  them  stocu  in  our  banki^ 
or  our  public  works. 

Capital  is,  indeed,  the  great  desideratum  in  our  countryt 
it  is  tlte  want  of  it  which  disables  us  from  competing  with 
foreigners  in  many  articles  of  manufacture,  and  all  the 
capiul  which  we  have  received,  or  shall  receive,  from 
England,  or  elsevhere  abroad,  and  all  the  intereet  we  pay 
them,  is  saved  thrice  told,  in  the  products  of  our  honiB 
industry,  which  it  creates  and  sustains. 

There  is  another  clause  in  the  th'urd  page  of  the  nwe* 
sage,  to  which  I  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

"  It  hsis  been  urged  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  rechar- 
tering  the  present  bank,  that  the  calling  in  its  loans  wiU 
produce  great  entbarraasment  and  distress.  The  ttme 
allowed  to  close  its  concerns  is  ample;  and  if  it  baa  been 
well  managed,  it*  prmure  sriU  be  light,  and  heanr  onl^ 
in  case  its  BMsagement  has  been  bad.  Vt,  tiierefore,  it 
shall  produce  distress,  the  fault  will  be  its  owni  and  it 
would  furnish  a  reason  against  renewing  a  power  which 
has  been  so  obvioudy  abused.  But  will  there  ever  be  a 
time  when  tlus  reason  will  be  less  powerful?  To  acknow- 
ledge its  force,  is  to  admit  that  tlie  bank  ought  to  be  per- 
petual; and,  as  a  consequence,  the  present  stoekholdera, 
and  those  inheriting  their  riglita  as  successor^  be  establish- 
ed a  privileged  wder,  cloUied  both  with  great  pditical 
power,  and  enjt^ing  immense  peountaiv  advantages,  from 
their  conneuon  with  the  Government." 

This  whole  clause  is  assumptit^  without  argument  or 
proof  to  sustain  it.  Tlie  question  whether  tne  time  to 
close  the  concern  of  the  bank  Is  or  is  not  ample,  is  one 
which  depends  uptm  a  variety  of  circumstance^  of  which 
the  most  unportant  are  the  amount  of  its  loans,  and  idnfity 
of  the  individuals  and  of  the  country  to  pur  dion  k»M 
without  serious  pressure  upon  business,  and  conaeqaent 
individtwl  and  public  distreast  but  the  message  avers  that 
if  the  mani^ment  of  the  bank  has  been  good,  the  pres> 
■ure,  on  the  withdrawal  of  its  loans,  will  be  light,  and 
hea>-y  only  in  case  its  management  has  been  bad.  It 
would  seem,  therefbre,  according  to  the  ideas  conveyed  in 
the  message,  that  the  bank  ou^t  to  have  made  no  loans 
except  to  individuals  who  were  full  handed  and  alwayi 
ready  to  pay;  and  that  they  should  not  have  been  liberal 
of  their  loans  ineny  portion  of  the  country  where  money 
was  scarce,  and  the  business  and  the  enterprise  of  the 
people  dependent  on  their  capital  to  put  it  in  motion.  In 
other  words,  it  were,  according  to  the  message,  geod 
management  to  loan  to  the  rich  who  are  full  en  coital, 
and  can  always  pay,  and  to  refuse  to  the  poorer  and  more 
enterprising  sections  and  citizens  of  our  oountiy,  Who 
bonmr  to  create  capital  from  theproeeedaof  their  indiu- 
try,  aided  by  their  loaos.  InthblfUfterfromtiiemesMgs 
to  the  whole  extent.  This  bank  was  little  needed  in  that 
Mrtion  of  our  coantry  where  capital  has  been  accumu* 
ating  for  ages,  and  th^fore  abounds.  It  was  not  wanted 
in  Boston — they  could  do  well  enough  without  it  in  New 
York,  Fhiladelphb,  and  Baltimore— but  in  the  Weat,  the 
younger  sisters  of  our  confederacy,  Ohio,  Keutuefar,  In- 
diana, lUinois,  and  Missouri,  wboe  the  whole  wcalui  of 
the  people  haa  nruug  frooi  smaU  aaviiqis  of  the  indwtiy 
and  enterpme  or  the  preant  fc■ler•tiol^  who  tkcmBclTCi 
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entered  md  subjugated  the  wilderness,  which  they  have 
covered  with  fruitful  fields  and  flourishing  tSIU^b.  In 
thete  leetions  of  our  country,  capital — accunmlated  capi- 
tal—kIocs  not,  and,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  cannot, 
exists  *nd  there,  of  all  places  else,  is  there  need  of  capital 
tofuataia  the  enterprise  andaidtheindiutty  ofthepeople. 

If  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  designed  to  confer 
tin  the  benefit,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  of  which  it 
was  eapablCt  this  is  exactly  tiie  portion  of  the  country  to 
which  its  ^eral  loans  would  have  effected  that  object. 
By  lendinr  freety  in  this  youthful  section  of  our  country, 
to  the  inotistrious,  the  honest,  and  the  enterprinn^,  who 
could  apply  the  loans  advantageously,  so  aa  to  pay  the 
interest  and  aceumutate  capital  out  of  the  residue  of  the 
pn^ts,  those  ^ho  managea  the  concerns  of  this  institu- 
tion not  ooty  did  v^hr  fbr  tiie  interest  of  the  concern, 
bat  well  tor  tbcgeneral  benefit  of  the  nation.  But  these 
are,  of  all  others,  the  loans  which  it  is  the  most  difficult  to 
widtdraw,  without  the  pressure  being  severely  felt{  pre- 
cisely fbr  Ae  reason  Aat  they  were  the  loans,  m  all  others, 
Ae  most  needed  when  nude.  It  does  not,  therefore, 
appear  to  me  to  be  true  in  fact,  that  if  the  bank  cannot 
mthdnw  Ha  business  without  injury  to  the  country,  it 
affords  evidence  of  its  miaiDaaageinnit;  bu^  on  the  con- 
trary, it  proves  dtat  H  now  nunisten  to  the  actual  wants 
of  the  countryt  and  when  tboae  wants  ceaM  to  be  suppUed, 
and  the  fund  is  withdrawn,  it  will  produce  misery  and 
distress.  I,  mr,  am  not  the  eulogist  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  nor  in  any  respect  its  especial  friend.  I 
am  not,  and  have  not  been,  its  supporter,  except  so  ftr  as 
Ihareaeenand  felt  ito  existence  Mended  with  the  interests 
ttf  my  eoontrr,  and  more  espedally  for  ^  lime  being, 
irith  4ie  vitKl  interests  of  that  portion  of  Hie  coun^ 
which  I  in  part  represent,  and  whose  welfSire  I  mostespe- 
dalfy  r^;ard)  and  I  cannot  look  .forward  to  the  cnsis 
which  awiuts  that  country  without  feelings  of  annety  and 
abuTO.  If  this  institution  is  really  to  be  prostrated,  if  it 
have  now  received  its  death  blow,  and  is  but  to  await  and 
prepare  for  its  final  fall,  the  distress  and  ruin  which  it 
will  occawHi^  reata  not  with  the  wealthy  money  holder, 
whoae  ftmds  have  found  an  hweatment  in  its  itocksi  if  it 
^d,  and  thia  were  all,  fbr  btm  I  would  care  Uttlet  but  it 
must  come  with  ftital  and  unbroken  force  upon  the  indus- 
try, the  enterprise,  the  public  prospetity,  and  the  ]>rivate 
comfort  of  the  whole  extended  Wesb 

I  have  already  said  that  in  that  aection  of  the  Union  we 
are  without  capital.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
pursuing  its  own  interest,  has  done  what  motives  of  public 
fl|»rit  would  have  prompted.  It  loaned  extendvelv  where 
ft  fbund  capital  deficient  and  tiie  means  of  employing  it 
dMindant— and  at  tb'fs  time  we  have  in  the  valley  of  the 
NistisKppi  thh^  milHona  of  its  funds  invested  and  em- 
ployed. 

That  the  employment  of  that  fund  baa  brougbt  with  it 
public  improvement  and  general  prosperity,  no  one  who 
has  watched  the  progress  of  that  section  of  the  Union 
since  the  first  establiwment  of  the  branches  of  this  bank 
within  its  Knuts,  can  fbr  a  moment  doubt.  How  steady 
and  how  rapid  hea  been  our  advance*  by  the  ud  of  this 
institution,  and  other  concurring  causes,  from  a  state  cf 
financial  and  conuneroial  depression,  to  one  of  almost  un- 
rivalled prosperity. 

But,  air,  the  scene  is  now  to  be  changed.  If  the  days 
of  this  institution  be  numbered,  every  principle  of  self- 
protection  muat  constrain  it  at  once  to  prepare  for  its  final 
temuMction.  The  capital  of  tiie  atoclcholdeT%  now  hi- 
vestcd  la  thla  banki  muat  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  aeek 
MtAher  investment  Those  who  hare  its  direction,  must, 
therefbre,  as  a  matter  of  du^  to  their  employers,  call  in 
\heirloana  and  issues,  and  prepare  for  its  final  vitbdrawd; 
and  I  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  its  operation 
Upon  my  own  section  of  the  Union,  not  with  the  hope  of 


minority  who  voted  originilly  against  the  bill,  and  vitb- 
out  whose  aid  our  struggle  here  is  fruitless  andunaTsfinp; 
but  I  speak  that  my  own  may  be  heard  beyond  IhesewiDi 
by  those  whom  I  represent,  that  they  at  least  may  knov 
that  I  have  not  been  blind  to  tbdr  interest  or  anBaiidfd 
of  my  duty  towards  them. 

Sir,  of  Ae  whole  thirty  miinons  loaned  in  ^  Veatcn 
States,  but  one  hundred  and  fot^  thousand  twobaadicd 
dollars  is  owned  as  stock  in  that  section  of  the  oamlaf. 
AH  bendes  of  the  wbole  thirty  millions  must  be^  viIImi 
the  coming  five  years,  collected  and  withdrawn  from  vat 
circulation.  But  this  is  not  all:  tbere  is  owned  by  fbrriga- 
era  something  more  than  eigjht  millions  of  the  stoAoTthe 
bank.  This  sum  can  find,  at  this  time,  no  other  aJe  in- 
vestment in  our  country.  That  eight  miHioas  nnut  be 
shipped  from  our  seaboard  in  gold  and  wlver  to  the  ctpi- 
talists  of  Europe. 

Hie  withdrawal  of  Aat  sum  from  the  actual  specie  a- 
pital  of  our  country  must  of  itself  cause  a  sensible  pm- 
sure  in  the  money  market;  and  that  pressure,  thou^ 
striking  first  on  the  commercial  cities,  will  be  felttiira^- 
out  the  Union,  especially  in  the  Weat,  which  has  alvin 
maintained  with  them  a  constant  ajid  close  comKiiofitm, 
SIT,  scarcely  less  ouickly  do  the  nerves  in  the  amod 
fhune  eariy  aensatioo  between  the  extrelhities  and  the 
brain,  their  common  centre,  than  do  the  raind  Kbm  tf 
commercial  intercourse  bear  the  vibrations  of  monev  eipi- 
tal,  the  rehitfon-of  demand  and  supply  in  the  conwwtdil 
world,  from  our  cities,  the  centre  and  emporium  of  ibit 
commerce,  to  flie  extreme  points  of  our  Union.  Whit 
man  of  bunness  who  has  heard  of  a  sudden  daim  on  one 
of  the  commercial  cities  for  a  ftw  millions  of  ddlan,  btf 
has  fblt  at  once  the  extended  pressure  upon  the  remift 
point  which  he  may  have  occupied?  The  transportitBs 
of  this  eight  millions  of  specie,  if  It  stood  alone,  and  rA 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  ud  us^  and  break  ibc 
force  of  the  shock,  we  should  feel,  and  aenribly  IM,  tm 
to  the  farthest  West. 

But  sensibly  as  tbis  would  be  felt  in  common  times,  un 
under  ordinary  drcumstances,  it  wiltbe  lost  inlhe 
tude  of  the  fiscal  and  commercial  evils  of  which  it  ma.  be 
but  an  attendant.  In  the  first  place,  the  Issues  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  must  cease.  The  man  of  bus. 
ness,  whether  engaged  in  tiie  transportation  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country — ^the  building  and  equipping  of  steun- 
boats  for  the  navigation  of  otir  waters— ihc  improwmflit 
of  our  cities— the  trade  to  Santa  Fe — or  the  far  tnde  m 
the  heads  of  the  Hissisrippi,  or  the  Northwest  eoait,  findi 
at  once  the  resources  on  wMcb  be  retied  to  ud  lus 
priae,  cut  OfF— die  fountain  dried  up  at  its  very  source. 
Next,  in  the  whole  extent  of  busneai,  those  to  »h« 
tiiese  funds,  in  the  hands  of  the  first  adventnren,  m 
furnished  employment  as  laborers  sod  artiswu,  or  the 
fiuroers  to  whom  it  had  supplied  a  caab  market  fa  the 
surplus  produce  of  their  fields,  are  thrown 
ployment,  and  their  products  left  on  their  bands,  or  mi 
for  credit  to  the  exporter,  witft  ^  the  Texation  of  «"? 
in  payment,  and  the  risk  of  loss.  _ 

But  the  bank  muat  not  only  cease  its  iswe^  it  nm 
withdraw  its  paper  Thm  drculation,  and  compel  the  pig- 
ment of  its  loans;  the  thirty  millions  ^luch  we  owe  rt  ■ 
the  West  must  be  called  in.    All  the  paper  of  the 
of  the  United  States  in  circulation  among  us  will 
but  a  mere  pittance  of  that  sum.    That  must  be,  tn  w 
first  place,  all  withdrawn;  and  how  is  the  void  tobefiiW 
The  Senator  from  Tennessee  [lb.  Vrnm}  hss  wo  * 
State  banks  may  increase  their  issues;  but  never  ni 
there  a  more  ^regious  error.    The  State  bank*  w* 
in  self-defence,  cease  their  loans  and  wKhdraw  their 
also.    Look  for  a  moment  at  its  operation:  *rre  a  bA 
including  the  whole  circulating  medium — ^U"'*"^^^^ 
paper,  the  paper  of  the  State  banks,  and  ■P*"*^ 


changing  the  opiwon,  or  tiw  eourseof  any  prntion  orthatjamount  large  enough  hi  the  Vertem  Statestapsy  ok 
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debt  which  we  owe  that  bank.  All  the  embrfo  riehea  of 
tbe  earth  we  hAre— ereiy  thing  whioh  conititutea  the 
^rm  of  great  future  weahh-  it  is  inherent  in  our  stnl 
and  popuktiont  but  it  requires  time  and  meana  to  dcTC- 
lop  and  call  it  into  being'.  But,  nr,  of  money,  gold  and 
■nrer.  Mid  tiiat  «Uch  will  at  once  ocwunana  them,  we 
have  not  in  the  wbtde  countrjr  an  MnoanC  laffldeiit  to  pa^ 
this  debt  It  the  State  bwki  enlarge  thdr  iaauet,  to 
nppljr  tbe  preani^  waiita  of  the  comnunttr,  their  paper, 
either  at  once,  or  after  going  a  few  ahort  rounds  of  trade, 
must  fall  tntotl»  hands  of  the  debtors  of  the  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States;  they  par  it  in,  in  liquidation  of  their  debts, 
and  it  is  returned  to  tbe  State  banks,' Mid  spcde  drawn 
from  their  Taahs,  and  exported  finm  tbe  country.  Is  not 
this,  MT,  the  natural  and  neceasary  oonrie  m  ttunga? 
Surely  it  is;  and  it-  wBI  be  understood  at  onoe  by  tiie  State 
institutions,  which  are  solvent  and  wish  to  continue  so;  and 
they,  toe,  must  and  will  lock  their  counters  agunst  their 
customers,  aitd  withdraw  Aeir  issues.  Then  follows  a 
scene  tit  caklamhy  aiid  solTertng  wUch  we  have  once  ex- 

ririenccd  in  that  section  tbe  country,  and  with  which 
had  hoped  in  God  we*  riionld  new  ban  i^ahi  bean 
Tinted.  I  allnde  to  the  comDterdil  rovulwmi  whidi  ft)* 
lowed  the  cloM  of  the  late  war*  the  ooMcqoenoea  of  vhioh 
were  so  hesnly  fel^  and  are  still  ftwAi  in  the  TeooUeotion 
of  us  all. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  must,  then,  withdraw 
its  issues  and  call  in  its  loans,  or  as  ntnch  of  them  as  the 
amount  of  money  in  the  country  will  meet  As  this  me- 
dium disappears  from  among  us,  the  property  of  erer^ 
iDdtridnal— land,  houiei^  stock— tbe  Inuts  of  the  earth— 
the  labor  of  du  fiuitoer,  tbe  mecbanict  and  aH  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  labor,  must  ro  down,  almost  to  nothing: 
Hill,  for  yeor^  this  debt  will  press  heavier  and  heavier 
upon  our  resources.  The  man  who  owes  the  bank  will 
hare  tib  debtor*,  and  must  press  them  In  order  to  cast  off 
the^urden  from  himself.  Suits,  sales  of  property  under 
tbe  hammer  by  the  officers  of  the  law,  come  next  in  the 
progress  of  events— «nd  tlus,  sir,  stA  upon  the  rich  and 
purse-firoud,  the  monopolist  and  the  aristocratic  son  of 
fortune,  to  whom  the  Prendent  seenu  to  think  the  bank  is 
alune  of  importanoe,  but  upon  the  industrious  fhrmer  and 
mechanic,  the  bone  and  nnew  of  our  republic,  they  who 
support  the  Government  by  their  honest  industry,  and 
whom  the  rulers  of  oar  land  ou^t,  in  all  ^inga,  most 
oarefiilly  to  guard.  In  this  state  of  things  the  iadustrious 
would  be  in  effect  delivered  over,  bound  hand  and 
to  the  vorat^s  moneyed  specutator.  He  who  eould 
come  into  the  coontiy  in  the  niidst  of  a  socne  Uke  that 
whid}  we  once  witnessed,  and  which  ia'again  at  Iwod, 
armed  mth  a  few  thousands  of  ready  casb»  mifbt,  if  he 
had  tiie  hardness  of  heart  to  do  it,  buy  Mmself  a  dukedom 
out  of  the  &rms  of  our  industrious  but  ruined  yeomanry. 

But  this  is  not  alt.  Tou  sap  the  morals  at  the  same 
time  you  thus  rudely  shake  the  prosperi^  of  a  people. 
Xheir  first  resort  wiU  be  to  lef^sbittre  Hd,  and  rehef  laws 
follow,  or,  in  other  wtuds,  taws  to  prevent  tbe  ccdlection  of 
d«btSa(for  irtiat  I^gislatore  can  witlistaodthc  appeab  ofa 
whde  people  suffering  under  a  geneiml  visitation?)  or  if 
not  that,  the  creation  of  a  best  of  banks  with  fictitious 
capital,  wliicb  may  seem  for  a  time  to  suspend  the  blow, 
but  will  make  it  fitll  the  heavierat  last.  And  then,  instead 
of  the  safe  and  sound  currency  which  we  now  enjoy,  we 
ahall  ^in  have  a  depreciated  and  wortiileasmassoftnsb, 
which  will  pass  into  the  hands  trfthe  pecnle,  and  there  sink 
into  nothmg,  leaviw  diem  to  bear  the  MM.  And  at  iast^ 
when  the  pressure  l>ecomes  intolerable  t  wlien  the  father 
of  a  ftmily  who,  but  a  brief  niace  befiire,  thought  himself 
prtupepous,  rinng  in  the  world  1^  his  industry  to  a  happy 
contpetenoe,  and  able  to  rear  and  educate  and  settle  his 
ctiildren,  sees  at  once,  without  any  fault  of  his,  lus  whole 
property  stripped  from  him  to  pay  a  small  debt,  which, 
wtien  it  was  eontmcted,  was  entirely  widun  his  means 


when  his  farm,  his  stock,  his  household  good^  are,  one 
afler  the  other,  passing  from  his  hands,  and  hardly  pro- 
ducing the  cost  of  Bale,  few  can  mthstand  the  temptation 
to  fictitious  salea,  transfers  fraudulent'in  law,  and  evasions 
generally  leading  on  to  high  legal  crime,  ending  at  last  in 
disgrace  as  well  as  ruin.  Such  are  the  scenes  which  we 
once  have  witnessedt  with  such  are  we  ag«n  ttreatened; 
but  their  second  coming,  may  Heaven  in  its  mercies  avert! 

But,  on  tiie  supj>ositi(m  that  the  evils  which  have  been 
anticipated  must  ftow  from  the  present  destruction  of  the 
U  nited  States'  Bank,  the  Prendent  in  this  message  inquires, 
**  will  there  ever  be  a  time  when  this  reason  will  be  less 
powerful^"  and  adds,  *^hat  to  acknowledge  its  force  is  to 
admit  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  perpetual." 

Now,  rir,  I  must  oonKss  I  cannot  aee  any  cAaar  and  oo* 
gent  reason  why  we  Aould,  at  this  day,  look  forward  with 
anxiety  to' see  the  final  destruction  of  Uiisbank,  anymore 
than  to  see  the  ruin  of  any  other  of  the  institutions  of  our 
country.  If  advantages  are  enjoyed  by  the  stock boldera, 
and  their  possession  of  these  advantages  confer  an  equal 
benefit  on  the  people,  wh^  ^ould  we  wish  to  deprive 
them  of  a  benefit  from  which  the  Government  and  the 
people  all  derive  their  share  of  blessing^  And  is  it  wise 
to  hasten  to  do  evil  to  them,  with  the  perlect  assiuanoe 
befbfe  tie  tint  die  evil  will  reoml  with  double  forbe  opott 
us  who  inflict  W  I  can  answer  for  H,  that  the  nation  hao 
no  feeling  of  envy  against  the  bank  or  itsstockh^ders,  or 
any  desire  to  mar  their  prosperity. 

But  if  it  be  essential  that  the  bank  should  one  day  be 
put  down,  and  that  we  ^ould  hazard  our  own  prOsperiQr 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it,  doea  irisdon  dictate  thai 
the  present  time  should  be  ebosen,  when  it  is  certainly  In 
nur  power  to  postpone  Ae  mischief  to  a  distant  dayf 
Shalt  we  rush  at  once  upon  a  national  calamity,  because^ 
perchance,  it  must  liy«after  ooTne?  This,  sir,  is  not  the 
principle  by  which  we  are  governed  in  the  affiiirs  of  com- 
mon life,  where  plain,  unsophiatioated  reason  tea^e^  ua  -. 
to  grasp  the  good,  and  put  fiir  off  the  evil  which  is  befbre 
us.  Wby,  we  know  even  now,  iriiile  in  the  enjojm^t 
of  Ufo,  and  health,  and  vigor,  that  riefcaeas,  and  pain,  and 
death  necessarily  Await  us;  but  it  were  Mly  andinad> 
ness  in  us,  or  those  who  would  counsel  us,  to  wilfully 
waste  at  once  our  health,  or  destn^  our  being,  because 
we  cannot  enjoy  life  and  tieaKh  forever.  We  know,  too. 
If  we  reason  from  analogpes  of  the  past,  that  our  riring  re- 
public, wiUi  aH  that  givM  it  energy  and  ^pmce— its  power, 
Its  happiness,  the  f^edom  of  its  institutions,  at  some  fa< 
ture  day,  fn  distant,  I  trust,  must  nak,  tooj  into  ruin, 
and  share  the  fate  of  the  empires  and  republics  which 
have  gone  before  i^-for  natMnghumaBisnudctoendnrtt 
forever. 

XMbSM  w  moni  mm,  noMnqiM. 
But  should  we,  therefore,  with  rash  impatience  and  a 
recUew  hand,  hurry  our  country  and  its  institutions  to  iu 
destruction?   Sir,  an  ai^ument  like  this  is  unworthy  the 
high  source  from  which  it  baa  emanated. 

In  casting  my  eyes  over  the  medage,  I  find  much  more 
on  vrihich  I  would  wish  to  commenti  but  aJU  else  has  been 
touched  by  other  hands,  and  time  admonishes  me  that  I 
should  have  done.  1  have  addressed  you,  «r,  not  in  be- 
half  of  this  institution;  for,  as  such,  and  in  the  abstract,  it 
has  no  special  regard  of  mine,  and  none  of  my  sympa- 
thtesi  but  in  behalf  of  my  country,  over  whose  interests, 
while  here,  I  am  bound  to  watch  aa  an  honest  and  fiuthftil 
sentinel  and  whose  desttnfes  are  now  so  deeply  mvolved 
in  tiie  fiite  of  tiUa  imtitution,  I  have  felt  that  without  tii'n 
last  eiFort  to  af«tt  the  vrik  irtiich  I  fercaee*  or  give  warn- 
ing of  its  approa^  wy  duty  would  not  have  been  per- 
formed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  rose,  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  addr^ 
ing  to  what  had  been  suggested  by  gentlemen  who 
had  gone  before  him  in  the  debate,  his  own  views  of  the 
true  issue  tendered  by  the  Prendent, tathecountoy  intite 
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mcmiffi]  under  cotwderttion.  It  «u  not  merely  the  ques- 
tionmiether  the  present  Bank  of  tlie  United  States  ilioiild 
be  Kcbarttfed.  but  whetlier  any  b«nk  wlutever  should 
be  established  by  the  Government  after  the  expiration  of 
the  act  cS  Congress  incorporating  tlwt  institution. 

This  message  contains,  said  Mr.  C,  two  sentences 
which  1  will  venture  to  predict  will  be  artfully  quoted  in 
the  conriiw  contest,  to  prove  the  very  reverse  of  the  po- 
ntion  vhicn  I  have  lud  dowi^  and  to  delude  the  people 
who  are  to  decide  this  question  as  to  the  real  opinions  of 
the  President  in  reference  to  the  whole  subject.  We 
■hidl  be  told,  ur,  that,  in  the  very  first  p^  of  this  do- 
cument, the  President  itas  admitted  that  "  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is.  In  many  respects,  convenient  for  the 
Government,  and  useful  to  the  peoplei"  and  that,  on  the 
twelfth  page  of  the  same  paper,  be  taassaid  *<  tbataBank, 

the  United  States,  cooqietent  to  all  the  duties  which 
nay  be  required  by  the  Govenuoent,  nught  be  to  oi^n- 
bcd  as  not  to  inMnge  on  our  own  delegated  powers,  <v 
the  reserved  righu  of  the  States,  I  do  not  entertain  a 
doubL"  Without  stopping  to  inquire  for  what  purpose 
these  declan^ona  have  been  introduced  into  the  message, 
we  cannot  but  antidpate  the  uses  to  be  made  of  tliem 
hereaflert  and  as  it  is  of  importance  to  the  whole  country 
that  no  fslse  coloring  should  be  given  to  the  Executive 
opinion,  by  the  use  of  these  ist^ted  passages,  1  will  con- 
■une  so  much  of  your  time  as  may  be  necesnry  to  dispel 
theiUuHon  they  arc  calculated  to  create. 

I  repeat,  then,  nr,  that,  from  the  opinions  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  My  developed  in  this  paper,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  duiing  his  administration,  and  while  these  sen- 
timents remain  unchanged,  any  bank  whatever  can  be 
established  by  this  Government}  and  to  sliow  it,  1  will 
content  myself  by  referring  to  a  few  paragraphs  in  thst 
part  of  his  argument  which  labws^  to  i»ove  the  present 
baak  charttt  uneoniUtutional. 

**On  two  aubjecta  only  dues  the  constitution  rec^nise 
in  Congress  the  power  to  grant  exclusive  privileigefl  or 
monopolies.  It  deeiares  that  'Congress  shall  liave  power 
to  promote  the  prioress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  se- 
curing, for  limited  times,  to  authors  and  inventory  the 
exctustre  right  to  their  respective  writings  ami  discove* 
raes.'  Out  of  tUs  express  delegation  of  power  have 
grown  our  Uwa  of  pateols  and  copyrights.  As  the  con- 
stitution expressly  delegate*  to  Congress  the  power  to 
grant  exclunve  priveleges^  in  these  cases,  as  the  means  of 
executing  the  substantive  power  *to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  science  and  useful  arts,'  it  is  consistent  with  the 
fiur  rules  of  construction  to  conclude  that  such  a  power 
was  net  intended  to  be  granted  as  a  means  of  acfKunpUsh- 
ing  any  other  end.  On  every  other  subject  which  comes 
within  the  scope  of  cmigressionat  power,  there  is  an  ever- 
living  discretion  in  the  use  of  i»nipN  meuia,  which  can- 
not be  restticted  or  ah<riished  without  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution.  Kvcry  act  of  Congress,  therefore,  which 
attempts,  by  grants  en*  monopolies,  or  sale  of  exclusive 
privdeges  for  a  limited  time,  or  a  time  without  limit,  to 
restrict  or  extmguish  its  own  discretion  in  the  chtncc  of 
meuis  to  execute  its  delected  powers,  is  equivalent  to  a 
legishtive  amendment  ot  Ae  constitution,  and  palpably 
unconstittttionaL** 

Here,andeIsewheretiiroughoutthedooument,  tlieffrant 
ctf  a  charter  to  individuals  for  banking  purposes  is  de- 
nounced as  the  "grant  of  a  monopoly"— the  "sale  of 
excluuve  privileges" — the  "  grant  of  exclusive  privileges 
or  monopolies,"  "  equivalent  to  a  legislative  amendment 
of  the  constitution,  and  palpably  unctmstitutional."  If 
a  grant  to  one  incorporated  company  be  a  monopoly, 
we  must  also  consider  as  monopoliea  several  grants  to 
several  such  companies.  Twenty  aoob  grant*  to  twenty 
sudi  conpaniee  are  as  much  sales  exclunve  privileges 
to  tktmt  at  that  which  is  the  peculiar  and  prceeDt  sub- 
jcot  of  the-Prwideafs  aniuMTcrBion.   Ttm  ol^cctioiH 


6ital  to  all  charter*  by  which  private  iotUviduah  m 
mitted  to  hold  stock,  eeuld  be  obviated  only  by  t  giut 
of  charters  for  banking  puipoaes  to  all  who  ssk  dien-4 
mode  of  avmding  the  constitutional  objection,  not  to  be 
supposed  to  itat  e  entered  into  the  im^;initioD  of  In 
who  informed  us,. in  his  message  of  1839,  that  ercntk 
present  bank  had  entirely  failed  in  the  grnt  object  of  » 
tablishing  a  sound  and  uniform  currency. 

What  manner  itf  a  national  benk  is  that,  rir,  ia  wfaid 
the  people  of  our  eountty  are  to  be  prohibited  fttin  hdfr 
ing  stock.'  Anotiier  important  feature  of  Ais  projecls 
disclosed  on  the  ninth  p^  of  the  message: 

"The  Government  is  the  only  *  proper*  wbm 
its  agents  should  reside  and  keep  their  offices,  beeuise  it 
best  knows  where  their  presence  will  be  <  necesnry.*  It 
cannot,  therefore,  be  'neceasfcry'  or  •proper*  [lhttii,HB 
unconstitutional]  to  authorise  the  bank  to  locate  bnncba 
where  it  pleases  to  pofbrm  the  public  acrnEe,  irfiM 
oonsuhittg  tite  Gormunent^  and  contrary  to  Ha  wUL* 

The  inference  is  then  distinctly  drawn,  tint  a  btn^ 
which  can  locate  branches  where  it  pleases,  must  bei 
bank  "for  other  than  public  purpoees" — or,  in  otbcr 
word%  thst  the  power  to  establish  two  btmncbci  in  ujr 
SUte,  "  without  the  injunction  or  request  of  the  Goren- 
ment,"  k  onoonstitotional,  beeaoae  it  is  not  nrcawfts 
the  due  execution  of  die  powers  delegated  to  ConftTM. 

If  any  thing  were  wanted  to  demsmtrate  thit  the  mjy 
bank  to  the  existence  of  which  the  President  will  enr 
yield  his  assent,  is  thst  "Government  bank  founded  cs 
the  revenues  of  the  country,"  recommended  in  bis  fonso 
messsgcs  to  Congress,  we  have  it  bere.  For  it  it  in  tffat 
held  by  hmi  that  no  bank  can  be  constitutionallT  cmtcd 
over  which  the  Executive  is  not  to  exercise  absolute  cm* 
troL  The  "  GDvernment^  muat  have  the  power  st  iB 
times  to  locate  branchea  where  it  pleaaesi  sod  Htht 
power  to  establish  or  create  involves  the  powerto  datnf 
or  remove,  it  must,  of  necemity,  exercise  tite  authwi^to 
withdraw  tiiose  branches  whenever,  in  the  exerciK  «  ia 
discretion,  such  branches  shall  appear  not  **  necenur' 
or  proper.'*  By  the  word  **  Gorernmeot,'*  u  hen 
used,  is  meant  the  Executive  alone,  and  by  tbc  Executin 
is  meant  the  Presi^nt.  Ttiatis  ^>MrcntfnMntheriMli 
context!  Congrcaa  not  Iwng  gvneruly  in  sesrfenhslfAt 
year,  could  not  be  alluded  to  aa  that  **  GovenoMrt." 
without  the  injunction  or  request  of  iriiich  no  bnnd 
bank  ouf^t  to  be  estaUished  in  the  opinion  of  tiw  Pin- 
dent.  It  could  not  exerdse  the  power.  The  fiscal  eco- 
cems  of  the  Government  are  entrusted  to  the  Execvtin, 
in  the  absence  of  Congress,  which  is  a  bodjr  too  onviddf 
to  manage  their  details,  when  it  is  in  seasion,  and  [wA 
deference  to  our  dinii^  be  it  spoken)  too  ignorant  of  Ac 
practieal  idence  orbai^ng  to  decide  propnly  on  tlie  tn 
thousand  ^ueatkms  whidi  would  enter  into  socb  a  »> 
jecti  were  it  divested  of  every  political  or  party  indDC^ 
ment  to  act  improperly  when  ita  members  shall  be  iw 
verted  into  bankers  and  bank  directors.  The  phn  S'' 
cloeed  as  the  only  constitutional  schewM  is,  to  emiEA  > 
bank  as  a  "  branch  of  ttie  Treasury  Depaitmeni"-^ 
department  whose  bead  or  Secretary  ia,  by  coMtitutioBU 
construction,  removable  by  the  PrcMdent  akne  st  » 
pleasure.  In  tins  bank  or  « bnneh  of  the  tttmtf, 
the  fiinds  of  tbe  natiMi-^t  ii»  ferenuca  of  the  Goros; 
ment,  are  to  be  kept  by  the  Seeretuy,  who,  bciif  a  qns 
president  and  cashier  f)f  the  bank,  can  nevm-  "'"'^ 
branches"  or  withdraw  them,  inthout  the  will  w 
Frendentt  and  who,  while  in  perfect  aiU>aervience  to  t* 
same  will,  is  to  check  tbe  issoes  of  all  tbe  State  bsi^  1? 
reusing  to  take  their  notes  in  depovte  uid  tat  cxdssfC 
w  by  aocepUng  theiA  at  pleanre. 

In  Older  that  the  views  expressed  in  tbe  pasa«ei  ti» 
may  be  more  distinctly  underatood,  1  quote  the  uiiiBT' 
of  the  Preiidait  Ibr  tbe  ytm  1839  and  1830^  ^' 
wA  th«  wmndeat  CMwmnUriw  on  tiMrt  bcfii*ii^*>' 
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exhibit  to  ua  futlf  that  phn  of  a  bank  which,  u  we  have 
already  seen,  can  hare  no  stockboldera,  legt  exclusive  pri- 
vileges should  be  fipmiited,  and  the  bnnebes  of  which  are 
to  be  located  when  and  where  the  Executire  may  direct. 

In  the  message  of  1839,  the  Premlent  tbut  introduces 
the  nrbject  to  Congreaa: 

« The  ehutor  of  the  Bank  of  ttie  United  SUtea  ex- 
pire! in  1836,  and  its  atoekholders  will  most  probably 
apply  for  a  renewal  of  their  privileges^  In  order  to  avoid 
the  erila  resulting' from  precipitancy  in  a  measure  involv> 
ing  such  important  principles,  and  such  deep  pecuniary 
iaterests,  1  feel  that  1  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  parties  in- 
terested, too  soon  present  it  to  the  deliberate  eons'iderft- 
tion  kf  the  Legislature  and  the  people.  Both  the  eon- 
ititutionalitj  and  U>e  expediency  of  the  law  creating-  tiiis 
bank  are  well  questionni  by  a  large  portion  of  our  fel- 
luw-citizensi  and  it  must  be  admitted  1^  all  that  it  has 
fitiled  in  the  great  end  of  establtirtiing  a  ui^Rinii  and  sound 
currency. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  if  such  an  institution-  is 
deemed  essential  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  sdimit  to  ttie  wisdcnii  of  theLegislatuTe  whether 
a  national  one,  founded  upon  tiie  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  revenues,  might  not  be  devised,  which  would 
avwd  all  constitutional  dimculties,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
secure  all  the  advantages  to  the  Government  and  country 
that  were  expected  to  result  from  the  present  bank." 

In  this  oKMage,  the  bvorite,  and,  to  the  view  of  tite 
Prendent,  the  only  constitutional  project  of  a  Govern- 
ment bank  is  ven*  respectfully  submitted  to  the  wisdom 
of  Congress,  although,  in  the  veto  message  under  con- 
nderation.  Congress  is  lectiH«d  because  it  did  not  submit 
the  matter  to  the  Executive  before  it  dared  to  act  In 
the  message  of  1839,  the  Government  bank  is  suggested 
as  one  that  Would  avmd  all  constitutional  difficulties.  In 
the  veto  message  of  1833,  all  other  banks  are  pronounced 
to  be  unoonstitutional:  tirst,  because  they  lulve  stock- 
holders, and  therefore  are  grants  of  exdusive  privilegest 
and,  .secondly,  because  they  are  not  under  the  sole  guid- 
ance and  control  of  the  Kueutivc. 

'Hie  Freriden^  in  Us  message  of  183(^  is  still  OKn«  ex- 
plicit. 

"  The  importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  in- 
quiry whether'it  will  be  proper  to  recharter  the  Bahk 
of  the  United  States,  requires  that  I  should  again  call  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  tlie  aubject.  Nothing  has  oc- 
curred to  lessen  in  any  degree  the  dangers  which  many 
of  our  citizens  apprehend  from  that  institution,  as  at  pre- 
•ent  organized.  In  the  spirit  of  improvement  and  com- 
promise which  distinguishea  our  country  and  its  institu- 
tions, it  becomes  us  to  tnqnire  whether  it  be  not  poasible 
to  secure  the  advantages  atiVwdcd  by  the  present  bank, 
through  the  agency  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  so 
moditied  in  its  principles  and  structure  as  to  obviate  con- 
stitutional and  other  objections.  It  is  thought  pracUca- 
bte  to  organize  such  a  bank,  with  the  neces^aiy  officeti^ 
M  a  branch  of  the  Treasurer  Department,  based  on  the 

f>ubIio  and  individual  depoutes.  without  power  to  make 
oaiis  or  purchase  property,  which  ihall  remit  the  funds 
of  the  Government,  and  the  expenses  of  which  may  be 
paid,  if  thought  advisable,  by  allowing  its  officers  to  sell 
bills  of  exchange  to  private  in^viduals  at  a  moderate  pre- 
mium. Not  being  a  corporate  body,  having  no  stock- 
holders, debtors,  or  property,  and  bvi  few  officers,  it 
would  not  be  obnoxious  to  the  constitutional  objections 
which  are  urged  against  the  present  banki  and  having  no 
means  to  operate  on  the  hopes^  fears,  or  interests  of  large 
masses  of  the  community,  it  would  be  shorn  of  the  in- 
fluence which  makes  that  bank  formidable.  The  States 
"would  be  strengthened  by  having  in  their  hands  tlie  means 
of  lurnishinr  the  local  paper  cuirency  through  their  own 
banksi  while  the  Sank  of  the  United  SUtcs,  though  issu- 
ing n»  PNK't  would  ebeck  the  lesues  of  the  State  bmks, 


by  taking  their  notes  in  deposite  and  for  exchange,  only 
so  long  as  tiiey  continue  to  he  redeemed  with  specie.  Ill 
times «  public  emergency,  the  capacities  <^  such  an  in- 
Btitation  nught  be  enlarged  by  leginative  provirions." 

We  see,  then,  why  all  other  banks  except  this  Go- 
vernment bank  lire  held  to  be  unconstitutional,  l^e  rea- 
sons for  which  the  Govermnent  bank  is  conndered  as 
the  only  constitutional  compromise  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent can  accede,  are. 

First,  because  it  is  not  to  be  a  corporate  body.  Of 
course  it  is  not  liable  before  any  court,  should  it  violate 
its  duties,  tnunple  the  State  laws  under  foot,  and  pros- 
titute itself  to  every  poUtieal  and  unbitknis  doign  <»  tha 
President,  who  would  hold  it  in  hi*  power  as  abacdutehr 
as  the  very  pen  irith  which  he  ^gned  this  message.  Wield- 
ing the  Immense  revenues  of  the  whole  country,  mure 
than  twenty  millions  annually,  and  vested  with  all  the  ad- 
ditional power  which  the  whole  credit  of  the  nation  could 
confer,  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  stand  tbav^  every  law 
to  the  enforcement  of  which  a  ju^ciai  tribunal  ibMiId  be 
requirite. 

Secondly,  because  it  is  to  bftve  no  atookhoMerst  of 
course,  no  countervailing  cheek  to  Bxecative  influence  m 
to  be  suffered  to  exist  in  the  patriotism  or  Intnest  of  tfa* 
people. 

Thirdly,  because  it  is  to  have  no  debtors)  and  conse- 
quently it  is  no  part  of  its  design  to  reUeve  the  commer- 
cial embamasments  of  the  country  during  any  of  those 
fluctuations  in  trade  which  will  often  occur  in  -  any  com- 
munity. It  is  to  furnish  no  relief  to  distrees  under  My 
circumstances,  and  still  it  is  to  be  a  benefit  to  the  poor. 

Fourthly,  because  it  is  to  have  no  property.  By  this  ii 
meant  that  it  bhall  hold  nothing  but  money.  The  same 
idea  is  thus  enforced  in  ^e  veto  message: 

"The  Government  of  the  United  States  have  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  purchase  lands  within  the  States,  ex- 
cept ■  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock 
yardi^  and  other  needful  buiWngsi'  and  even  tbr  these 
objects  only  *  by  the  consent  of  the  Lendature  oi  the 
State  hi  which  the  same  shall  be.*  By  making  themsdves 
stockboldera  in  the  bank,  and  granting  to  the  corporation 
Uie  power  to  purchase  lands  fur  other  purposes,  they  as- 
sume a  power  not  granted  in  the  constitotitAt,  and  grant 
to  others  what  they  do  not  themselves  possess.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  the  receiving,  safe  keeping,  or  transmisnon 
of  the  funds  of  the  Government,  that  tiie  bank  riiould 
possess  this  power*  and  it  is  not  proper  tint  Congress 
should  thus  enbrge  the  powen  delegated  to  them  in  the 
constitution." 

Of  course,  if  it  receives  the  notes  of  a  Stale  bank  in 
payment  of  the  revenue,  which  should  become  insolvent 
ur  whose  paper  should  depreciate,  it  can  take  no  land  or 
other  property  in  compromise  of  the  debt. 

Another  nature  of  this  Government  bank  is,  that  It  la 
to  have  no  loans,  and  issue  no  paper.  Yet  it  is  toaccom- 
plidi  what  it  is  said  by  the  President  tmn  the  present  bank 
bas  f!ul«d  to  aelueve-— the  establishment  of  a  uniform  and 
sound  currency.  A  thousand  State  banks,  emitting  a 
thousand  different  kinds  of  paper,  in  different  partaof\he 
whole  country,  with  different  degrees  of  credit  attached  to 
them,  arc  thus  to  <*  fiirnish  the  local  paper  currency," 
which  is  to  be  uiufbrm.  Stock,  note,  and  psper  bank^ 
springing  up  as  tliey  did  in  1813,  and  after  the  expiratiM 
uf  the  charter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Sitfes,  in 
every  part  of  our  immense  territory,  are  to  form  fbr  us  a 
sound  currency.  Such  have  been  the  view*  of  the  Fresi- 
dent,  nnce  December,  1839,  to  this  day,  of  a  Bank  of  the 
Uiuted  States.  At  every  period,  under  any  and  all  cir- 
cumatances,  he  holds  no  bank  to  be  constitutional,  but 
such  as  I  Ixave  described.  Thus,  in  his  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  aesaion,  he  maintains  the 
same  views,  and  puts  himself  uptm  the  countiy  tor  a  venUet 
in  his  IzvOT  while  he  exprssses  thwnt.-^  , 
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**  EaUrtMninff  the  opitnofw  heretofore  cxprcMed  is 
rclatiM  to  the  Bmk  of  tbc  United  States  as  at  prewnt  or- 
niuzcd,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  in  ny  fnrntcr  mcMa^ea,  frank- 
ly to  dudoae  tbcm,  in  onler  that  the  attention  of  the 
l^^laCure  mkI  the  people  abould  be  Maaotuibly  directed 
to  Uuit  important  Mbject,  and  that  it  mi^t  be  connder- 
cd  and  fiuOly  diapoaed  of  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to 
promote  the  coda  of  the  constitution,  and  uibaervc  tlic 
public  Intereitfl.  Having  tbuc  conacientioualy  diacbaryed 
ft  eoMlhutioiMl  duty,  I  deem  it  proper,  on  tliia  occaaion, 
wHbout  a  more  particular  reference  to  the  viewa  of  the 
subject  tlicn  expressed,  to  leave  it  for  the  present  to  the 
iDveatigatjon  of  an  enlightened  people  and  their  repreaen- 
Utives." 

[  put  it  aolemnly,  now,  to  honorable  men  of  all  partief 
and  opiniona,  to  be  anavercd  in  candor  at  tbb  crisis  in 
our  anaira,  what  is  this  scheme,  this  only  constitutioud 
seheme  of  »  national  bank?  What  were  tlie  features  of 
that  bank,  than  wluch  there  is  no  otlier  which  can  obtain 
the  Executive  sanction?  It  is,  wr,  that  plan  of  a  Govern- 
ment bank  which  baa  been  denounced  by  every  other  in- 
telligent man,  of  every  political  party,  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  No  one — not  the  most  xealous  political  parti- 
■an— ^Kiteveua  single  ribald  editor,  seeking  office,  baaever 
yet  dared  to  stand  up  in  the  fiice  of  the  country,  and  pro- 
claim the  opiiuon  that  such  a  bank  could  be  tolerated  in 
a  frM  country.  Both  in  and  out  of  these  Ualla  such  a 
•cbeme  has  bMn  ridiculed  by  men  of  all  parties.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  other  House,  com- 

Koaed  of  his  atrongeit  political  friends,  in  the  first  year  of 
is  administration,  in  their  report  on  this  part  of  the  Pre- 
aideiii's  message  of  1829,  speaking  of  the  "corrupting 
influence  which  such  an  institution  would  exerciae  over 
tiie  elecliona  of  the  country,"  declared  it  to  be  "irreais* 
tible,"  aiidaddad,  "No  muter  by  what  means  an  adminis- 
tration might  get  into  power,  with  such  a  tremendous 
engine  in  their  Ixanda,  it  would  be  almost  imposuble  to 
displace  them  without  some  miraculous  interposition  of 
Providence." 

1  aak,  what  is  to  be  done  for  the  country  ?  All  think- 
ing men  muM  now  admit  that,  as  the  present  bank  must 
close  its  concerns  In  leas  than  four  years,  the  pecuniary 
diitretv  th«  commercial  embarrusments,  consequent 
upon  its  destruction,  must  tzceed  any  thing  wliich  has 
ever  been  known  in  our  hiatory,  unless  some  other  bank 
can  be  established  to  relieve  us.  Eight  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  the  bank  capital,  belonging  to  foreigners,  must 
be  drawn  from  us  to  Europe.  Seven  millions  of  the  ca- 
pital must  be  paid  to  the  Government,  not  to  be  loaned 
again,  but  to  remain,  as  tite  Preudent  propoaea,  deposit- 
ed in  a  branch  of  the  treasuty ,  to  check  tlte  issues  of  the 
local  banks.  Th«  immense  avaiUble  resources  of  the 
present  institution,  amounting,  as  appears  by  the  report 
m  the  other  House,  to  $83,U27,48J,  are  t#be  used  for 
banking  no  longer,  and  nearly  bfty  millions  of  dollars  in 
notes  discounts,  on  personal  and  other  security,  must 
be  paid  to  tlie  bank.  The  SUte  banks  must  pay  over  all 
tlteir  debts  to  the  expiring  institution,  and  curtail  their 
discounts  to  du  so,  or  resort,  &r  the  relief  of  their  debt- 
ors, to  the  old  plui  of  emitUng  more  paper,  to  be  bought 
up  by  ipMulatora  at  a  heavy  diacount.  'llie  prediction 
of  Mr.  Lowndes  in  1819  muM  he  fulfilled,  *«That  the  de- 
struction of  the  United  States'  Bank  would  be  followed 
by  the  establiahment  of  paper  money,  he  firmly  bclievedj 
he  might  also  say  he  knew.  It  was  an  extremity,  he  said, 
fh>m  which  the  Huuae  would  recoil."  The  farmer  roust 
again  sell  bis  gnan  to  the  country  merchant  for  State  bank 
paper  at  a  diacount  of  frtnn  ten  to  twen^,  or  even  thirty 
per  cent,  m  the  nearett  commercial  city.  The  merchant 
■niit  reoMvu  from  the  fiumcr  the  aaiM  paper  in  exchange 
ibr  aU  the  merchandise  he  eomaKa.  The  merchMnt 
with  Ua  noM7  muat  putehaaa  other  nteichandise  in  the 
cities  and  must  eftra  aeH  il,  at  an  adTance  <m  that  price. 


to  (he  ftrmer,  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  men  tSmaeV  bum 
loss. 

Tbe  dq;>reciati(m  of  the  paper  Am  openteaaaatax 
on  the  Tarmer,  the  medianic,  and  all  the  cottsnmen  of 
oierchandise,  to  its  whole  anottnL  Tbe  loea  of  confi- 
dence among  men,  (he  total  derai^[enient  of  that  admi- 
j  rable  system  of  exohaiy  which  is  now  ackDowlcd^ed 
to  be  better  than  exists  m  any  other  countiT  on  the  gl^*e, 
overtndii^  and  speculation  on  &bc  cqiital  in  erery  part 
of  the  country,  that  rapid  fluctuation  in  the  ilaiidanl  of 
value  for  money,  which,  like  tbe  unseen  pestilence,  with- 
ers all  the  efforts  of  industfy,  wlule  the  sufferer  is  is 
utter  ignorance  of  the  cause  m  his  destructi«tt  bankrupt- 
cies and  ruin,  at  the  antidpation  of  which,  the  heart  xck- 
ens,  must  follow  in  the  Uuig  train  of  evils  wluch  are  as- 
suredly before  us.  Where,  then — where,  then,  I  demand 
to  know,  sir,  is  the  rL-medy  to  save  us?  bi  a  Gorcmment 
bank—a  branch  of  the  treaauiy— widkout  atockholdcra  tr 
property — without  the  power  to  ieiue  a  dollar  of  pepei^ 
or  to  loan  a  dollar  of  any  kind— without  the  ability  to  deal 
in  exchanges,  except  so  &r  as  may  be  neccasary  to  payib 
officers  fur  standing  behind  the  counter — controlling  the 
State  bank  enuBuous  of  imsound  currency  only  by  refusing 
to  take  their  notes  in  payment  of  the  custoot-liouae  bmidt 
when  the  Executive  may  think  them  about  to  prove  re- 
fractory at  an  election. 

To  such  a  bank  no  Congress  ever  did  nor  ever  will  tw- 
sent  while  we  remain  fixe  men.  I  aay,  then,  air,  that 
while  these  remain  the  opinions  of  the  Prendent,  tlus  Go- 
vci-nmeiit  can  establish  no  bank  whatever. 

The  veto  message  before  us  does  also  prescribe,  as  as 
indispensable  requiute  to  tbe  formation  of^ a  constitutiooal 
bank,  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  aay  act  for  ita  eatablish- 
ment,  granting  to  the  Statea  the  right  to  tax  tbe  branches- 
All  around  me  know,  and  tbe  President  well  knew  whea 
he  signed  thi^  that  Congress  will  never  give  tfa^  aneot 
to  such  a  principle — a  principle  by  which  the  pe<^le  of 
States  whicli  have  no  branches  are  to  be  taxed  by  States 
having  branches.  For  that  reason,  also,  1  repent,  we  caa 
have  no  bank,    het  the  country  understand  it. 

I'he  President  complains  of  us  as  if  we  had  really  in- 
vaded his  privileges  m  omitting  to  ad  his  opinion^  be- 
fore we  dared  to  act  on  tlus  subject  He  not  only  clurai 
the  right  to  reject  our  bill  when  passed,  but  teUa  ua  round- 
ly that  bad  the  Executive  been  called  upon  to  fiunisfa  tbe 
project  of  a  bank,  he  does  atA  doubt  but  he  could  have 
directed  us  how  to  make  a  constitutional  biuiki  and  he 
adds  ■■  this  duty  would  have  been  cheerfully  perfimoed 
by  him."  What  duty?  The  duty  prescribh^  the 
whole  course  of  our  legation,  while  he  reserves  tbe  right 
to  reject  it,  when  we  have  d<me  it.  When  we  wished  to 
ask  him  tbe  reaaons  for  the  removal  of  public  officer^  we 
were  told  that  our  demand  on  him  would  be  n  mere  fc» 
iumfiilmen  which  be  would  disregard.  Wboi  we  deii^ 
ed  to  know  even  of  one  of  the  heads  of  department  wl^ 
he  had  removed  a  thousand  &itliful  public  servants,  im 
friends  suppressed  all  inquiry  into  bis  conduct,  lest  it 
diaclo«>c  impeachable  outter.  When,we  knock,  ve  find 
the  doors  locked)  when  we  fikll  to  knock,  we  arc  damO' 
ed  fl>r  neglect  of  duty.  Sir,  we  did  put  tbia  qoestMn  to 
the  Prendent  in  the  n»de  prescribed  bm  the  cmaliUitki^ 
and  in  no  other.  We  passed  a  bill  liable  to  no  4bjtKlim 
from  constitutiooal  scruples,  as  we  thought;  we  reetiict- 
ed  the  powers  of  the  pKsent  bank  in  every  provimBsi  ef 
the  bill,  diminished  the  term  of  its  charter  trom  twcn^ 
to  fifteen  years,  .while  we  increased  the  amountKif  tax  upea 
it  from  a  million  and  a  half  (the  former  booua)  to  iluec 
miUimis  of  dollars.  We  comphed,  aa  we  tfaoi^^t,  with 
every  proper  ai^gestionof  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaauiy, 
the  Executive  omer,  and  tbe  only  oSctf  wbeae  il 
waa  by  hv  to  adriae  us  nn  tbe  subject,  and  who  nt  tbe 
b^imingof  thin  MMMitDlduabowimpartHAit  waan 
reehartcr  thiiTcry  bank  to  wiMe  Mm  to  collect  Ac  iCTc- 
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ntie  and  conduct  the  fiscal  concerut  of  the  Government. 
Vet  we  are  gravely  taxed  Tor  notaaking  the  Executive" 
what  we  aboukt  have  done*  atid  are  reminded  tliat  it  was 
his  duty  not  only  to  reject  our  doings,  but  to  kgialate  in 
advance  of  ti^— thiu  leuving  via  only  to  register  Iiis  re- 
scripts and  submit  to  his  will.  If  this  doctrine  be  sound,  it 
was  idle  to  speak  of  '*  submitting  \\m  measure  to  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress"  three  years  »^0.  The  President  Had 
need  only  to  bave  declared  to  us  au  nolo,  aiejuheo,  ne  veto, 
a:)d  we  might  at  once  tiave  returned  to  our  homes.  Sir, 
it  would  Itftve  been  an  infinitely  more  unimporlant  usurpa- 
tion of  power  had  the  Senate,  at  the  commencementef 
the  present  session,  claimed  it  as  their  duty  to  inform  the 
President  what  ofBeers  he  should  nraunate  for  their  ad- 
vice and  consent. 

I  should  not  have  prulonged  this  debate  at  tliis  late 
hoiur.  by  any  remarks  of  mine,  hiul  1  not  frit  the  necessity 
of  calling  the  attention  of  tlie  Senate  and  the  country  to 
the  true  issue  now  tender^  for  our  acceptance.  'I'he 
question  once  understood — whether  we  shall  have  any 
bank  to  regulate  our  currency  and  relieve  our  distresaes, 
E  cannot  doubt — t  wilt  nut  suffer  myself  to  doubt — what 
will  be  the  verdict  of  that  country  on  tlie  issue  joined. 

kir.  CLAY  next  took  the  floor,  but,  it  being  late,  he 
moved  an  adjournment,  and,  at  eight  o'clock,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

Thuksdat,  JuiT  13.  - 

THE  BANK  VETO- 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 
veto  message  of  tlie  President, 

Mr.  CLAY  rose.  He  said  he  had  some  observations  to 
aubmit  on  Uiis  question,  which  he  would  not  trespass  on 
the  Senate  in  onering,  but  that  it  had  some  command  of 
leisure,  in  consequence  of  tlie  conference  whic^  had  been 
•greed  upon  in  respect  to  tlie  tariC 

A  bdl  tu  recharter  the  bank  had  recently  paMed  Con- 
greas,  after  much  deliberation.  In  this  body,  we  know 
that  there  are  members  enough,  who  entertain  no  consti- 
tutional scruples,  to  make,  with  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  passed,  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  In  the  House  of 
Representatives,  aUo,  it  is  believed  there  is  a  like  majori- 
ty in  favor  of  the  bill.  NotwitlistMidingthta  state  of  things, 
Uxe  Prcaident  has  rejected  the  bill,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  an  ekborate  meisage,  communicating  at  laree 
his  objections.  I'he  canstitutim  requires  that  we  should 
reconsider  the  bill,  and  tliat  tiie  question  of  its  passage, 
ttie  President's  objections  notwithstanding,  ^lall  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  Respect  to  him,  as  well  as  tlie  injunc- 
tions of  the  constitution,  require  tliat  we  should  deliberate- 
ly examine  his  reasons,  and  reconsider  the  question. 

The  veto  is  an  extraordinary  power,  which,  tliough 
tulctated  by  the  conatituUon,  wu  not  expected  by  the 
convention  to  be  used  in  ordinary  cases.  It  was  designed 
ibr  instances  of  precipitate  legislation,  in  unguarded  mo- 
ment). Thus  restricted,  ami  it  hadbeenthus  restricted 
by  all  formt^r  Presidents,  it  might  not  be  mischievous. 
During  Hr.  Madison's  administration  of  eight  years,  there 
luid  uccurrcil  but  two  or  three  casesof  ita  exercise.  Du- 
ring the  last  administmtion,  I  do  not  now  recollect  that 
it  was  once.  In  a  period  little  upwards  of  three  years, 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  has  emptied  the  veto  four 
times.  We  now  hear  quite  frequently,  in  the  pn^ress  of 
measures  through  Congress,  tlie  statement  that  the  Pren- 
dent  will  veto  them,  urged  as  an  objection  to  thor  pss- 
mge. 

I'he  veto  is  hardly  reconcilable  with  the  genius  of 
repiesentativu  Government.  It  is  totally  irreconcilable 
witb  it,  if  it  is  to  be  frequently  employed  in  respect  to 
the  expediency  of  measures,  as  weU  as  their  constiUition- 
■ility.  it  is  a  feature  of  our  Government  borrowed  from 
a.  prcTogatiTe  of  tiw  Britidl  Sing.  And  it  is  reOMrksbie 
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tiutt  in  England  it  has  grown  obsolete,  not  having  been 
used  for  upwards  of  a  century.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  French  revolutioa,  in  discussing  the  prindples  of 
their  constitution,  in  tlie  National  Convention,  the  veto 
held  a  conspicuous  figure.  The  gay,  laughing  populatioD 
of  Paria  bestowed  on  the  King  the  appellation  of  Monrieur 
Veto,  andon  tlie  Queen  that  of  Madame  Veto.  The  conven- 
tion finally  decreed  that  if  a  measure  rejected  by  the  King 
should  obtain  tlie  sanction' of  the  two  concurring  liegisU- 
tures,  it  should  be  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  veto, 
the  constitution  of  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  in  some  other 
of  the  Sute  comtitutions,  it  is  provided  that  if,  after  the 
rejection  of  a  bill  by  the  Governor,  it  dull  be  psaaed  by  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  Houses,  it 
shall  become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  GovernM's  objec- 
tions. As  a  co.ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  the 
Chief  Magistrate  has  great  weight.  If,  after  a  respectfot 
consideration  of  his  ohjections  urged  against  a  bill,  a  ma* 
jority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  the  Legislature  riial 
still  pass  it,  notwithstanding  his  official  influenee  snd  tho 
force  of  h'lB  reasons,  ought  it  not  to  becmne  a  IsT  }  Ouritt  ' 
the  opiirion  of  one  man  to  overrule  that  of  alegislaavo 
body  twice  deliberately  expressed? 

It  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  convuitkmconten^lated 
^e  application  of  die  veto  to  a  question  which  has  beoa 
so  long,  so  of^en,  and  so  thorouglOy  scrutinized,  as  that  of 
the  Bank  o(  the  United  States,  by  eveiy  department  of 
the  Government,  in  almost  every  stage  uf  its  existence 
aod  by  the  people,  and  by  the  State  Legislatures.  Of  all 
the  e<mtn>verted  questions  which  have  sprung  up  under 
our  Government,  not  one  has  been  so  fully  invcstwated  as 
that  of  its  power  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
More  titan  seventeen  years  ago,  in  January,  1S15,  Mr. 
Madison  then  said  in  a  message  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uiuted 
States:  "Waiving  the  question  of  the  emisUtutional  an* 
thority  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated 
bank,  as  being  precluded,  in  my  judgment,  in  repeated 
recognition^  under  varied  drcumstancea,  of  the  ¥aUdl^ 
of  such  an  inatitution.  in  acts  of  the  legi'ilatiw,  emoii' 
tive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  Govermneot,  aecom* 
panied  by  indications,  in  different  modes,  pf  a  concur- 
rence of  the  general  will  of  tlie  nation."  Mr.  Hadison, 
himself  oppoMd  to  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  Statesi 
yielded  his  own  convictions  to  those  of  the  nation,  and  all 
tlie  departments  of  the  Government  thuaoftcn  expramed. 
Subsequent  to  this  true,  but  strong  statement  of  theeas^ 
the  present  Bank  of  tlie  United  States  was  establidwd, 
and  numerous  other  acts  of  all  the  departments  of  the 
Government,  manifesting  tlieir  settled  sense  of  the  ]>ower» 
have  been  added  to  those  which  existed  priw  to  tne  date 
of  Mr.  Madison's  message. 

No  question  has  been  more  generally  diseuased,  within 
the  last  two  years,  by  the  people  at  large,  and  in  State 
Legislafaire^  than  that  of  tlie  bankf  and  ttiis  conndeim* 
tion  of  it  haa  been  prompted  by  the  PresideMhimself.  In 
Ilia  first  message  to  Congress,  (in  December,  1^9,)  ho 
brought  the  subject  to  tlie  view  of  that  body  and  the  na- 
tion, and  expressly  declared  that  it  could  not,  for  the  trite- 
rests  of  all  concerned,  be  "  too  soon"  settled.  In  each  of 
bis  subsequent  annual  messages,  in  1829  and  in  1S31,  ho 
again  invited  the  attention  of  Congms  to  the  subject. 
Thus,  after  an  interval  of  two  year^  and  after  the  inter- 
vention of  the  election  of  a  new  Congress,  tlie  PreaideMl 
deliberately  renews  his  refwmmeudatiou  to  eooaidcr  tho 
question  oi  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tho 
United  States.  And  yet  hisiriendinow  declare  the  agita- 
tion of  the  question  to  be  prematorel  It  msnot  prenub* 
ture  in  1829  to  present  the  question,  but  it  is  prenntuM 
in  1832  to  conuder  and  decide  it! 

After  the  President  bad  directed  public  attention  to  tbia 
<}uestion,  it  became  not  on^  atopic  of  popular  convcra*'  - 
boo,  but  was  discuued  in  the  pnas,  and  employed  as  a 
theme  in  popular  eleetioaa.  I  vas  myself  intefraated  on 
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more  occuibM  than  one,  to  make  a  poblie  ezpretnon  of 
mj  icntimentii  and  a  fiiend  of  mine,  in  Kentucky,  a  can- 
dklate  for  the  State  Legislature,  told  me,  near  two  years 
ago,  that  he  was  surpritcd,  in  an  obscure  part  of  hie  coun* 
tjr,  (the  hilla  of  Beneon,)  where  there  waa  but  little  oc ca- 
non for  banki,  to  find  himself  queitioned  on  the  stump  as 
to  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  It 
seemed  as  if  a  sort  of  general  order  bad  gone  out  from 
head  quarter*  to  the  partisans  of  Uie  administration  every 
where,  to  agitate  and  make  Ae  most  of  the  t^uestion. 
Thqr  have  done  so:  and  their  conation  now  remmda  me 
of  the  hh\e  invented  by  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  Eaele  and 
the  Cat,  to  demonstrate  tliat  .Kaop  had  not  exhausted 
invention,  in  die  construction  of  bis  memorable  fables. 
The  eagle,  ^ou  know,  Mr.  Prendetit,  pounced,  from  his 
lofty  flight  in  the  ur,  upon  a  cat,  taking  it  to  be  a  pig. 
Having  borne  off  his  prize,  he  auickly  felt  most  painhilTy 
the  paws  of  the  cat  thrust  deeply  into  his  sides  and  body. 
Whibt  flyiiV*  ^  aparley  with  the  supposed  pig,  and 
proposed  to  let  go  liia  hold,  if  the  other  would  let  him 
alone.  No,  says  puss,  you  brought  me  from  yondw  earth 
below,  and  I  will  hold  hat  to  you  until  you  carry  me  back  i 
a  condition  to  which  the  eadle  readily  assented. 

The  fiiends  of  the  Presiiunt,  who  have  been  for  near 
three  years  agitating  this  question,  now  turn  round  upon 
thur  (q>ponents  who  have  supposed  the  President  quite 
BcrionsandiB  earnest,  in  presenting  it  for  public  conside- 
ratioB,  and  eharge  them  with  prematurely  agitating  it. 
And  tiiat  for  eleetioneering  purposes !  The  other  side  un- 
derstands perfectly  the  policy  of  preferring  an  unjost 
charge  in  Older  to  avoid  a  well  founded  accusation. 

If  there  be  an  electioneering  motive  in  the  matter,  who 
have  been  actuated  by  it?  Those  who  have  taken  the 
President  at  his  word,  and  deliberated  on  a  measure  which 
be  has  repeatedly  recommended  to  their  conwderationi 
or  those  who  have  reaorled  to  allanli  of  means  to  elude 
tiie  qtwitionF  9f  alternately  ooaxiny  and  tiireatening 
tbenuikt  by  an  extrsMdinary  investigation  into  the  ad- 
miiuMration  of  the  bankt  and  by  every  species  of  post- 
ponement and  procrastination,  during'  the  progress  of  the 

Notwithstanding  all  these  dilatoty  expei£ents,  a  majo- 
rity of  Congress,  prompted  by  the  will  and  the  best  inte- 
rest* of  the  nation,  passed  the  bill.  And  I  shall  now 
proceed,  witii  great  respeet  and  deference,  to  eianune 
■ome  of  the  objections  to  its  becoming  a  law,  contained  in 
the  Presdenf a  message,  avoiding.asmudiaslcan,  arepe- 
tition  of  what  gentlemen  have  said  who  preceded  me. 

The  President  thinks  that  tiie  precedents,  drawn  from 
tfie  prooeedings  of  Congress,  as  to  the  constitutional  power 
to  establish  a  bank,  are  neutralized,  by  there  being  two 
for  and  two  against  the  audwrity.  He  supposes  that  one 
Congress  in  1811,  and  another  in  1815,  decided  against 
the  power.  Let  us  examine  both  of  these  oases.  The 
House  of  BepresentatireB,  in  1811,  passed  tlie  bill  1o  re- 
charter  the  bank,  and,  consequently,  affirmed  the  power. 
The  Senate  during  the  sante  year  were  dividetl,  17  and  17, 
and  the  Vice  President  gave  the  casting  vote.  Of  tiie  17 
who  voted  against  the  bank,  we  know,  from  the  dedaratton 
of  the  Senatiff  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,]  now  present 
that  be  entertained  no  doubt  whatever  the  eonstitutional 
poww  of  Cor^ress  to  establish  a  bank,  and  that  he  voted 
on  totally  distinct  ground.  Taking  away  his  Tote,  and  add- 
ing it  to  the  17  who  voted  for  the  bank,  the  number  would 
have  stood  18  for,  and  16  against  the  power.  But  we 
know,  further,  that  Mr.  GailUrd,  Mr.  Anderson,  and  Mr. 
Bobinson,madeapartofthat  16t  and  that  in  1815  all  three 
of  them  voted  for  the  bank.  Take  those  three  votes  from 
the  16,  and  add  them  to  the  18,  and  the  vote  of  181 1,  as  to 
4ie  queithm  of  the  eonstitutional  pov^ef^  wooldhave  hern 
31  and  13.  And  of  ^ae  thirteen,  Uiere  might  have  been 
others  itiU  who  were  not  governed  in  their  votes  by  any 
doubts  efthe  power. 


In  regard  to  the  Congress  of  181^  so  far  from  their 
havmg  entertained  any  scruples  in  re^wet  to  the  power 
to  establish  a  bank,  tliey  actuaHy  pasKd  a  Jiank  bill,  and 
thereby  affirmed  the  power.  It  is  true  that,  by  the  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
(Hr.  Cheves,)  they  rejected  another  bank  hilt,  not  on 
grounds  of  want  of^ power,  but  upon  considerations  of  ex- 
praiency  in  the  particular  structure  of  that  bank. 

Both  the  advene  precedents,  thwefbre,  retied  upon  u 
the  message,  operate  directly  agunst  the  argument  which 
they  were  brought  forward  to  muntain.  Congress,  by 
various  other  acts.  In  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  has  again  and  again  sanctioned  the  power.  And 
1  believe  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  tiiat,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  Uie  Government  to  ttiis  day,  there  has  not 
been  a  Congress  opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
upon  tlie  distinct  ground  of  a  want  of  power  tu  cstabli^  it. 

And  here,  Mr.  Prendcnt,  I  mnst  request  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  whilst  I  expreM  a  few  words  in  rektion  to 
myself. 

1  voted,  in  1811,  against  the  old  Bank  of  the  Untied 
States,  and  I  delivered  on  the  occasiona  speech,  in  which, 
among  other  reasons,  I  aingned  that  of  its  being'  unconsti- 
tutional. My  neecli  baa  been  read  to  the  Senate  duiii^ 
the  progress  of  this  biU,  but  the  rea<Ung  of  it  excited  no 
other  regret  than  that  it  was  read  in  such  a  wretched,  bung- 
ling, mangling  manner.*  During  a  long  public  life,  (I 
mention  the  met  not  as  elainung  any  ment  for  it.)  the 
only  great  question  in  which  I  have  ever  changed  axf 
oiunion,  ia  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the 
researches  of  the  Senator  had  carried  him  a  little  furdier, 
he  would,  by  turning  over  a  few  more  leaves  of  the  bhk 
book  from  which  be  read  my  speech,  have  found  that  whicb 
I  made  in  1816,  in  support  of  the  present  bank.  By  the 
reasons  as^gned  in  it  for  the  chaiwe  of  my  <^ini<Mi,  i  an 
ready  to  abide  in  the  judgment  or  the  present  generatioa 
and  of  posterity.  In  lS16»bmngSpea]ceroftlieHaoBecf 
Representatives,  it  was  perfeeuv  in  my  power  to  have 
said  nothingancl  done  nothing,  and  thus  liave  concealed  the 
change  of  opinion  which  my  mind  had  undergone.  Butl 
did  not  choose  to  remain  silent  and  escape  responsUuIity. 
1  chose  publicly  to  avow  my  actual  convernon.  Tbe  mr, 
andthemtalexperienceof  its<Usastrouseventa,  bad  chang- 
ed me.  Hr.  Madison,  Governor  Pleasants^  and  almost  all 
the  public  men  around  me»  my  political  friends,  had  disiq^ 
ed  their  of^niona  from  tlic  same  eauses. 

The  power  to  establish  a  bank  is  deduced  fram  that 
clause  of  the  constitution  which  confers  on  Congress  al 
powers  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  enu- 
merated powers.  In  IBII,  I  believed  a  Bank  of  Ute  UittTcd 
States  not  necessary,  and  that  a  asfe  reliance  might  be 
pUced  on  the  local  bank^  in  the  adaiinistntion  irf'the  fis- 
cal afiUra  of  tbe  Government.  Tbe  war  tuq|ht  us  raaiw 
lessons;  and,  among  others,  demonstrated  tbe  necessity  of 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  tlie  successful  operaliau 
of  the  Government.  1  will  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  a 
pentsal  of  my  speech  in  1816^  but  ask  its  pernusMon  to 
read  a  few  extracts: 

'*  But  how  stood  tbe  case  in  1816,  when  he  was  called 
upon  again  to  azanune  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  incorporate  a  imtional  bank?  A  total  change  of 
circumstances  was  presented— events  of  the  utmost  meg- 
nitude  had  interveued. 

"  A  general  suspenuon  of  specie  payments  had  takes 
place,  and  this  had  led  to  a  train  of  consequences  of  the 
most  alarming  nature.  He  beheld,,  dispersed  over  the 
immense  extent  of  the  United  States,  about  three  hundred 
bankir^  institutions,  enjoying,  in  different  degrees,  the 
confidence  of  tbe  pubbc,  shaken  as  to  tliem  all,  under  no 
direct  oanlbrol  of  the  General  Govemment,  and  sutyect  te 
no  actual  reaponaiUli^  to  ^  State  authorities.  Tbese 
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iratitutioiu  vere  emittinff  the  actual  currencj  the  Unit- 
ed Stetes—a  currency  conmsting  of  paper,  on  which  they 
neither  pud  intemt  nor  principal,  whilst  it  was  achang>> 
«il  for  the  paper  of  the  community,  on  which  both  were 

Kid.  We  saw  these  institutions,  in  f«ct,  exercising  what 
tl  been  conmdered,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  countries,  one 
of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty—^e  reguUtion 
of  the  current  medium  of  the  country.  They  were  no 
longer  competent  to  asnst  the  treasury  in  either  of  the 

Seat  operations  of  collection,  deposite,  or  distribution  of 
e  pabGc  rcTcmies.  In  fact,  the  pwer  whidi  tiiey  enut. 
ted,  and  wUeh  tiie  treasury,  from  ui«  fcM«e  of  events, 
found  itselfconatrained  to  receive,  wasconatantly  obstruct- 
ing^ the  operations  of  that  departmentt  fiir  it  would  accu- 
mulate where  it  was  not  wanted,  and  could  not  be  used 
where  it  wa»  wanted,  for  the  purposes  of  Government, 
without  a  ruinous  and  arbitrary  brokerage.  Every  man 
who  paid  to  or  received  from  we  Government,  paid  or  re- 
ceived as  much  less  than  he  ouglit  to  have  done,  as  was 
the  difference  between  the  medium  in  which  the  payment 
wu  effected  and  specie.  Taxes  were  no  longer  unift«>m. 
In  Kew  England,  where  specie  payments  bad  not  been 
suspended,  the  people  were  caUed  upon  to  pay  larger 
contributions  than  where  they  were  suspended.  In  Ken- 
tucky as  much  more  was  paid  by  tiie  people  in  their  taxes, 
than  was  paid,  for  example,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  Ken- 
tucky paper  was  worth  more  than  Ohio  paper.  •  •  • 
**  Considering,  then,  th^  the  state  of  the  current^  was 
such  that  no  thinking  man  could  contemplate  it  without 
the  most  serious  alarm;  that  it  threateMd  gener^  dis- 
tress, if  it  did  not  ultimately  lead  to  convulsion  and  sub- 
version of  the  Government,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  apply  a  remedy,  if  a  remedy  could  be 
devised.  A  national  bank,  with  oUier  auxiliary  measures, 
was  proposed  as  that  remedy.  Ur.  Claz  saxl  lie  deter, 
mined  to  examine  the  qacttion  with  as  little  p^judice  as 
poisible  arisi^  from  hit  finmer  ppiniont  he  knew  that  the 
safest  course  to  him,  if  he  pursued  a  c<rid,  calculating  pru- 
dence, was  to  adhere  to  tliat  opinion,  right  or  wrong.  He 
was  perfectly  aware  that,  if  he  changed,  or  seemed  to 
change  it,  he  should  expose  himself  to  some  censure;  but, 
looking  at  the  subject  with  the  Ught  shed  upon  it  by 
CTents  happening  wnce  tbe  commencement  of  tlie  war,  he 
could  no  longer  doubt.  •  •  •  [f  ^  pre, 
ferred*  to  the  si^cstioai  of  the  pride  of  oonristeni^,  tbe 
evident  interests  of  the  eomnranify,  and  determined  to 
throw  himself  upon  their  justice  and  camliw." 

The  interest  which  foreigners  hold  in  the  existing  Bank 
of  the  United  States  is  dwelt  upon  in  the  message  as  a  se- 
rious objection  to  the  recbarter.  But  this  interest  is  the 
result  of  the  ai^gnable  nature  of  the  stock;  and  if  tbe  ob- 
jection  be  well  ruundcd,  it  applies  to  Government  stock, 
to  tbe  stock  in  local  banks,  in  canal  and  other  companies, 
created  for  internal  improvements,  and  every  species  of 
money  or  moveables  in  which  foreigners  may  acquiK  an 
interest.  Tbe  as»gnable  character  of  the  stock  is  a  qua- 
lity conferred,  not  for  the  benefit  of  foreigners,  but  for 
tlut  of  our  own  citizens.  And  the  fact  of  its  being  trans- 
ferred to  them  is  the  effect  of  tbe  balance  of  trade  being 
agiiinst  us — an  evil,  if  it  be  one^  wliicli  the  American  sys- 
lem  will  correct.  All  Governments  wanting  capital  resort 
to  foreign  nations  powessing  it  in.  superabundance,  to  ob- 
tain it.  Sometimes  tbe  resort  is  even  made  by  one  to  an- 
other belligerent  nation.  During  oitr  revolutionary  war 
we  obtained  fore^  capital  (Dutch  and  French)  to  aid  us. 
During  the  late  war  American  stock  was  sent  to  Europe 
to  sell;  and,  if  I  am  not  mi«nformed,  to  Liverpool.  The 
question  does  not  depend  upon  the  place  whence  the  capi- 
tal is  obtuned,  but  the  advantageous  use  of  it.  The  con- 
fidence of  foreigners  in  our  stocks  is  a  proof  of  the  solidity 
of  our  credit.  Foreigners  have  no  voice  in  tbe  adminis- 
tration of  this  banki  and  if  they  buy  its  stock,  they  are 
obligfcd  to  submit  to  citizeng  of  the  United  States  to  ma- 


nage  it.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  [M^  Warra]  ask^ 
what  would  have  been  tlie  oonditiim  of  this  country,  if, 
during  tbe  late  war,  thia  bank  had  existed,  with  such  an 
interest  tn  it  aa  foreigners  now  hold '  1  wiU  tell  him.  We 
should  have  avoided  many  of  the  disasters  of  that  wart 
perhaps  those  of  Detrmt,  and  at  this  place.  The  Gorem* 
ment  would  have  poeseased  ample  means  (at  ita  vigorous 
prosecuUon;  and  tne  interest  of  f<H^igners  (British  sub- 
jects especially)  would  have  operated  upon  them,  not 
upon  us.  Will  it  not  be  a  serious  eril  to  be  obliwed  to 
remit  in  specie  to  foceignera  the  dgfat  Bullions  wfaicn  tbry 
now  have  in  this  bulk,  instead  of  retaining  that  ca|M- 
tal  within  Uie  country  to  stimulate  its  iiidnaby  and  enter- 
prise? 

The  Prendent  aasi|pw  in  lus  message  a  eonapicuoua 
place  to  the  alleged  mjurious  operation  of  the  bank  on 
the  interests  of  the  Western  people.  They  oiwht  to  be 
much  indebted  to  him  for  his  kindness  manniested  to* 
wards  them;  although  I  think  they  have  much  reason  to 
deprecate  it.  The  ptopte  of  all  the  Wc«t  owe  to  thia 
bank  about  thirty  millions,  wbtch  have  booi  borrowed 
from  it;  and  the  Prendent  tUnkt  that  the  pa]nnents  for 
the  interest,  and  other  &cilitiei  which  derire  from 
tbe  operation  of  thia  bank,  are  ao  oneroaa  as  to  produce 
'*  a  drain  of  their  currency,  which  no  country  can  bear 
without  inconvenience  and  occasional  distress."  Hb  re* 
medy  is  to  compel  them  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  debt 
which  they  have  contracted  in  a  period  short  of  four  years. 
Now,  Mr.  Prendent,  if  they  cannot  pay  the  interest  with- 
out distreu,  how  are  they  to  pay  Ae  principal.'  If  they 
cannot  pay  a  part,  how  are  they  to  pay  the  whole.'  Whe* 
ther  tbe  payment  of  the  interest  be  or  be  not  a  burden  to 
tlwm,  is  a  question  fbr  themselves  to  decide,  re^>ecting 
which  they  might  be  dtsposed  to  di^ense  with  the  kind- 
ness of  the  Fresdent.  If,  instead  of  borrowing  thirfy 
millions  fVom  tlie  bank,  th^  had  borrowed  a  hc«  sum 
from  a  Girard,  John  Jacob  Astw,  or  any  oUier  banker, 
what  would  they  think  of  one  who  sbould  come  to  them 
and  say—*'  Gentlemen  of  the  West,  it  will  ruin  you  topay 
the  interest  on  that  debt,  and  therefore  I  will  oUige  ^-ou 
to  pay  the  whole  of  the  principal  in  leaa  than  four  years." 
Would  they  not  reply^"  We  know  what  we  are  aboat; 
mind  your  own  bnsineaat  we  are  satisfied  that  in  ours  we 
can  make  not  oni^  the  interest  wi  what  we  loan,  but  a  &tr 
profit  beadea.** 

A  great  mistake  exiatf  about  tiie  Western  operatioa  of 
the  bank.  It  ia  not  the  bank,  but  the  business,fthe  oom- 
merce  of  the  West,  and  the  operations  of  Government, 
that  occasions  tbe  transfer  annually  of  money  from  the 
West  to  the  Atlantic  States.  What  is  the  actual  oourse 
of  things?  The  buaness  and  commerce  of  tbe  West  are 
carried  on  mth  New  Orleans,  with  the  Southern  and 
Southwestern  States,  and  with  tbe  Atlaotio  cities.  We 
tran^ort  our  dead  ot  inanimate  produce  to  New  Oilnn^ 
and  receive  in  return  checks  or  drafts  <^  the  Buik  of  the 
United  States,  at  a  premium  of  a  half  per  cent  We  send, 
by  oar  drovers,  our  live  stock  to  tbe  South  and  South- 
west, and  receive-  similar  checks  in  return.  With  these 
drafts  or  checks  our  merchants  proceed  to  the  Atlantie 
cities,  and  purchase  domestic  or  foreign  goods  for  West- 
ern coiui^mpttoif.  The  lead  and  fur  trade  of  Missouri  and 
Illinois  is  also  carried  on  principally  through  tbe  agency 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  Government  also 
transfcrt  to  places  where  it  is  wanted,  throi^i  that  bank, 
the  sums  accumulated  at  the  different  landomees  for  pur- 
chases of  the  public  lands. 

Now,  all  these  varied  operations  must  go  on— all  these 
remittances  must  be  made,  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  or 
no  bank.  The  bank  does  not  create,  but  it  ftdlitates 
them.  The  bank  ia  a  mere  vehicle)  just  ss  much  so  as 
the  steambMt  is  tbe  vehicle  which  transports  our  produce 
to  the  great  man  of  Mew  Orleans  uul  nottbegnwer  ^ 
that  produce.   It  is  t«  coofbond  cauKind  eftMU  toattit* 
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bate  to  the  bank  the  tranifer  of  mon^  fVoni  the  Weit  to 
the  EtfL  Aniuhilite  the  bank  to-morrow,  and  similar 
tmnifen  of  capital,  the  tame  deaoription  of  peenniarj 
operatkmi,  muat  be  conttnuedt  not  ao  well.  It  it  tnie,  but 
perfonn«d  they  muat  be,  ill  or  well,  under  any  state  of 
eircumstanees. 

The  true  questions  are,  how  are  th^  now  petformed^ 
how  were  they  conducted  prior  to  the  existence  of  the 
bank?  bow  would  they  be  after  it  ceased?  I  can  tell  you 
what  waa  oar  condition  befirn  the  bank  was  eat^Ushed; 
and,  as  I  reason  from  past  to  fiiture  experience,  under 
analogous  circumBtances,  1  can  Tenture  to  predict  what  it 
will  probably  be  without  the  bank. 

Bef(H«  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statesi  the  exchange  business  of  tiie  West  was  carried  on 
by  a  premium,  wliich  was  generally  paid  on  all  remit- 
tances to  the  £aat  of  two  and  a  hair  per  cent.  The  ag- 
gregate aOMmnt  oS  all  remittance*,  throughout  the  whole 
riroe  of  the  year,  was  very  greatt  aiw),  instead  of  the  aum 
then  pud,  we  now  pay  hdf  per  cent,  or  nothing,  if  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  used.  Prior  to  the 
bank  we  were  without  tlie  capital  of  the  thirty  millions 
which  tiiat  institution  now  supplies,  stimulating  ourindus- 
try  and  invigorating  our  entei-prise.  In  Kentucky  we 
have  no  specicpaying  bank,  scarcely  any  currency  other 
than  tiiat  of  paper  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  and 
its  braochea. 

How  If  the  West  to  pay  thia  enormous  debt  of  thirty 
milUonaof  dcAbrt?  It  la  impossible.  It  cannot  be  done. 
General  distress^  certain,  wide-spread,  inevitable  ruin, 
mutt  be  the  eonseq^uences  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the 
payment.  Depreauon  in  the  value  of  all  property,  she- 
riff*a  aalea  and  aacrificet — bankniptcy,  must  necessarily 
cnaoCf  and,  with  them,  relief  laws,  paper  money,  a  pros- 
tration of  the  courta  of  justice,  evils  from  which  we  nave 
just  eineiyed,  most^m,  with  all  their  train  of  afBictions, 
revint  our  country.  But  it  is  argued  by  the  gentleman 
ftmn  Tennessee  [Mr.  Writs]  that  similar  predictions 
were  made,  without  being  realized,  from  the  downfall  of 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  it,  however,  to  be 
recoUeeted  that  the  old  bank  did  not  possess  one-third  of 
the  npital  of  the  preaentt  that  it  liatl  but  one  office  west 
of  themoontiuns  whilst  the  present  baa  nine;  and  that  it 
had  little  or  no  debt  due  to  it  in  that  quarter,  whibA  the 
present  bank  has  thirty  millions.  The  war,  too,  which 
shortiiy  f<4k»wed  the  downfidl  of  the  old  bank,  and  the  tut- 
pennon  of  specie  paymenta  which  soon  followed  the  war, 
prevented  the  injury  apprehended  from  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  old  bank. 

The  same  gentleman  further  argues  that  the  day  of  pay- 
ment oHUt  comci  and  he  aaka  when,  better  than  now?  Is 
it  to  be  mdcfinitety  poatponed;  is  the  charter  of  the  pre- 
teiit  bank  to  be  perpetual?  Why,  Mr.  Prendent,  all 
thing^-Governmenta,  republics,  empirea,  laws,  human 
'  JSfis— doubtleaa  are  to  have  an  end)  but  shall  we  therefore 
accelerate  their  termination?  The  West  is  now  young, 
wants  capital,  and  ita  vast  resources  needing  nourishment 
are  duly  developing.  By  and  by,  it  will  accumulate 
weahh,  from  ita  ii>dustry  and  enterprise,  and  possess  its 
■orplua  ci^ital.  The  charter  is  not  made  perpetual,  be- 
Muae  it  ia  wrong  to  bind  poateri^  perpetually.  At  the 
ondof  the  term  Tinuted  for  ita  renewal,  poateriQr  will  have 
tiie  power  of  determining  for  itself  whether  the  bank 
atttli  then  be  wound  up,  or  prolonged  another  term.  And 
that  question  may  be  decided,  as  it  now  ought  to  be,  by  a 
consideration  of  the  interests  of  alt  parts  of  the  Union, 
tfie  West  among  the  rest.  Suffi«ent  for  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof. 

The  President  tells  us  that,  if  the  Executive  had  been 
called  upon  to  furnish  the  project  of  a  bank,  the  duty 
would  have  been  cheerfully  perfimnedt  and  he  stateathat 
-a  bank,  competent  to  all  the  dutiea  which  may  be  require 
cd  by  tiw  tioverMDcn^  might  be  so  organized  as  not  to 


infringe  on  our  own  delegated  powers,  or  the  reserved 
rights  of  the  States.  The  Prendent  isaoo-ordimtebmcdi 
of  the  legislative  department.  At  nch,  bllli  which  hive 
passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  are  presented  to  him  for 
his  approval  or  rejection.  The  idea  of  goin^  to  the 
President  for  the  project  of  a  law,  is  totally  new  in  ihe 
practice,  and  utterly  coirtrarv  to  the  theory  of  the  Go- 
vernment What  should  we  think  of  the  Senate  caffing 
upon  the  Honae,  or  the  House  upon  the  Senate,  fbr  tbe 
project  of  a  law?  * 

In  France,  the  King  posteased  the  initiative  of  ail  htn, 
and  none  could  pass  withotit  its  having  heen  prennuily 
preaented  to  one  of  the  Chambers  by  the  Crown,  throHsi 
the  ministers.  Does  the  President  wirfi  to  introduce  lite 
initiative  here'  Are  the  powers  of  recommendation,  ind 
that  of  veto,  not  sulficient?  Must  all  legislation,  in  iti 
commencement  aiul  in  its  termination,  conceiitnle  in  ibe 
President?  When  we  ahall  have  reached  tiiat  mte  of 
tbinga,  the  election  and  annml  aeaaiont  of  Congren  viD 
be  a  useless  charge  upon  the  people,  and  the  whole  bus. 
ness  of  Government  may  be  ecouomically  conducted  bj 
ukases  and  decrees. 

Congress  does  sometimes  receive  the  snj^estioro  and 
opinions  of  the  heads  of  departments,  as  to  new  livi. 
And,  at  the  commencement  of  thia  session,  in  faiianmal 
report,  tiie  Seeretai^  of  the  Treasury  stated  liis  kuou 
at  large,  not  merely  m  favor  of  a  bank,  but  in  support  of 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  existit^  bank.  Vlio 
could  have  believed  that  that  responnble  officer  was  com- 
municating to  Congress  opinions  directly  adrerAC  To  tlioK 
entertaini^  by  the  President  himself?  When  before  bu 
it  happened  umt  the  head  of  a  department  recommend, 
ed  the  passage  of  a  law,  which,  being  sccordingly  pasxd 
and  presented  to  the  President,  is  mibjected  to  his  rtto? 
What  sort  of  a  bank  it  is,  witii  a  project  of  which  the 
P.resident  would  have  deigned  to  furmah  Congress,  if  6x7 
had  applied  to  him,  he'hu  not  stated.  In  the  absence  a 
such  statement,  we  can  only  conjecture  that  it  is  hit  funoui 
treasury  bank,  formerly  recommendetl  by  liim,  tnm 
which  tbe  people  have  recoiled  with  the  instinctire  hoiror 
excited  by  the  approach  of  the  cholera. 

The  message  states  that  "an  investigation  unwilling/ 
conceded,  and  ao  restricted  in  time  at  necessarily  to  nike 
it  incomplete  and  unsatisfkctoT]',  diaclosea  enough  to  ei> 
cite  suspicion  and  alarm."  At  there  is  no  prospectof  ibe 
pasaage  of  this  bill,  the  President's  objectims  notwilli< 
standing,  by  a  constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds,  it  can 
never  reach  the  House  of  Representativt-a.  The  mem- 
bers of  that  House,  and  especially  its  distinguished  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported 
the  hill,  arc  therefore  cut  off'  from  all  opportiini^  of  de- 
fending themselves.  Under  these  (dreumstanceS)  sUo* 
me  to  aak  how  the  President  has  aseeriained  that  tbe  in- 
vestigation was  unwillingly  conceded?  I  have  undrrstood 
directly  the  contraryt  and  that  the  chairman  alreadjr  r^ 
ferred  to,  as  well  as  other  members  in  fcvorof  tbe  ffr 
newal  of  the  charter,  promptly  consented  to  and  voted 
for  the  investigation.  And  we  all  know  that  tho«  in  sup- 
port of  t!ie  rencwid  could  have  prevented  tbe  investiga- 
tion, and  tlAt  they  did  not.  But  suspicion  and  alarm  have 
been  excited.  Suspicion  and  darm!  Against  whcm  a 
thia  suspicion?   liie  House,  or  the  bank,  or  both? 

Mr.  President^  I  protest  against  the  right  of  any  Cbtef 
Magistrate  to  come  into  either  House  of  Congress,  aw 
scrutinize  the  motives  of  its  members;  to  examine  whether 
a  measure  has  been  passed  with  promptitude  or  npag' 
nance;  and  to  pronounce  upon  the  willingness  of  unaij- 
lingneaswilh  which  it  has  been  adopted  or  rejected.  « 
ia  an  interference  in  conc<:ms  whiclt  partake  of  a  domestic 
nature.  The  official  and  constitutional  relations  bnweca 
the  President  and  tbe  two  Houaea  of  Congress  wJJJ 
with  them  as  oi^nized.  bodies;  Hia  action  is  con^"™  "* 
their  oonramQiated  proceeiEnga,  and  does  not  extend  ta 
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measure*  tn  their  indpient  itag«t,  during  their  progress 
through  the  ttouaei,  nor  to  the  motires  \xy  which  yhxy  are 
actuated. 

There  are  lotne  parti  of  thia  measi^  that  ought  to  ex- 
cite dcrp  MariD;  and  tint  ctnecially  in  which  the  Presi- 
dent aniiouncei  that  each  public  officer  may  interpret  the 
constitution  as  he  pleases.  His  language  is:  '*  Eacn  public 
ofiieer,  who  takes  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution, 
swears  that'he  will  support  it  as  be  understands  it,  and  not 
as  it  is  understood  by  others."  •  •  •  "Tbe  opinion 
of  tile  Judges  has  no  more  authority  over  Congress  than 
tbe  opinion  of  Congress  has  orer  tbe  judgesi  aiid,  on  that 
point,  the  Preadent  is  independent  of  b«mi.'*  Now,  Mr. 
Prendrnt,  I  eonerire,  with  great  deference,  that  tbe  Pre- 
sident haa  mittaken  the  purport  of  the  oath  to  support  the 
constitutfOB  of  tbe  United  Sutes.  No  <me  swears  to  sup- 
port  it  as  he  undersUnds  it,  but  to  support  it  simply  as  it 
IS  in  truth.  All  men  ere  bound  to  obey  the  laws,  of  which 
tbe  constitution  is  the  supreme;  but  must  they  obey  them 
uthcT  are,  or  as  they  understand  them?  If  the  obliga- 
tion of  obedience  is  limited  and  controlled  by  the  measure 
of  informationt  in  other  words,  if  tiie  par^  is  bound  to 
obey  the  constitution  only  as  he  understands  it,  what 
would  be  the  consequence?.  The  judge  of  an  inferior 
court  would  disobey  the  mandate  of  a  superior  tribunal, 
because  it' was  not  in  conformity  to  the  conslitution,  as  he 
understands  itj  a  custom-house  officer  would  disobey  a 
circular  from  the  Treasury  Department,  because  contrary 
to  the  constitution,  as  be  understands  it;  an  American 
minister  would  disregard  an  instruction  ftora  the  Presi- 
dent, communicated  tiirough  the  Department  of  State, 
because  not  agreeable  to  the  constitution,  as  be  imder- 
stands  it;  and  a  subordinate  officer  in  the  army  or  navy 
would  Tiolate  the  orders  of  his  superior,  because  they 
Were  not  iu  accordance  with  the  constitution,  u  he  under- 
stands it.  We  should  have  nothing  settled,  nothing  stable, 
nothing  fixed.  There  would  be  general  <Usorder  and  con- 
fusion throughout  every  branch  of  adniimstraticn,  fVom 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  officers— universal  nuUi6cation. 
For  what  is  the  doctrine  of  the  President  but  that  of 
South  Carolin*  applied  throughout  the  Union?  The  Pre- 
•ident  independent  botli  of  Congress  and  the  Supreme 
Court!  Only  bound  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  one  and 
the  dectsioiis  of  the  other  as  ftr  as  they  conform  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  he  understands  it! 
Then  it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  President,  on  his  in- 
■tallation  into  office,  to  carefully  examine  all  the  acts  in 
the  statute  book,  approved  by  his  predecessors,  and  mark 
out  those  which  he  was  resolved  not  to  execute,  and  to 
which  he  meant  to  ipplf  this  new  spedes  of  veto,  because 
they  were  repugnant  to  the  conbt.tution,  as  he  under- 
stands it.  And,  after  the  expiration  of  every  term  of  tlie 
Supreme  Court,  he  should  send  for  the  record  of  its  de* 
cisiuna,  and  discriminate  between  those  which  he  would, 
and  those  which  he  would  not,  execute,  because  they 
were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  the  comtituUon,  aa  he 
understands  it. 

There  it  another  constitutional  doctrine  contained  in 
tbe  meaaage,  which  ia  entirely  new  to  me.  It  asserts  that 
■ '  the  GuTcmment  of  the  United  States  have  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  purchase  lands  within  ^e  States,"  elcept 
<*furUie  erection  of  fort^  maga^nes,  arseDals,dock  yards, 
(umI  other  needful  buildings;"  and  even  for  these  objects 
only  '*by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in 
which  tiK  same  shall  be."  Now,  ar,  I  had  supposed  that 
the  nght  of  Congress  to  purchase  lands  in  any  State  was 
incontestable:  and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  probably,  at  this 
xnoment,  owns  lands  in  every  State  of  the  Union,  pur- 
cliased  for  taxes,  or  as  ii  judgment  or  mortgage  creditor. 
And  then  are  various  acts  of  Congress  which  regulate  the 
purchase  and  transfer  of  such  lands.  The  advisers  of  the 
li^resident  have  confounded  the  faculty  of  purchasing 
lands  witb  the  ezcrciie  of  ezchiitve  juruidietion,  wlueh  ia 


restricted  by  the  constitution  to  the  forts  and  other  build- 
ings described. 

THe  mesnge  presents  some  striking  instances  of  dis- 
crepancy. 1st.  It  ccmtests  the  right  to  establirii  one  bank, 
and  objects  to  the  bill  that  it  limits  and  restrains  the  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  establish  several.  2d.  It  urges  that  the 
bill  does  not  recognise  the  power  of  State  taxation  gene- 
rally; and  complains  that  facilities  are  affortled  to  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  in  respect  to  the  stock  held  by 
individuals.  3d.  It  objects  that  any  bonus  ia  taken,  and 
in^sts  that  not  enough  is  demanded.  And,  4th.  It  com> 
plwns  that  foreipiers  have  too  much  influence;  and  that 
stock  transferred  loses  the  privilege  of  representation  in 
the  .elections  of  the  bank,  which,  if  it  were  retuned, 
would  give  them  more. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  sbout  to  close  one  of  the  longest 
and  most  arduous  sessions  of  Congress  under  the  present 
constitution;  and,  when  we  return  among  our  constituents, 
what  account  of  the  operations  of  their  Government  shall 
we  be  bound  to  communicate?  We  shall  be  compelled 
to  say  that  the  Supreme  Court  is  paralyzed,  and  the  mis- 
sionaries retained  in  prison  in  contempt  (tf  its  authority, 
and  in  defiance  of  numerous  treaties  and  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sutes;  that  the  Executive,  throu^  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury-,  sent  to  Congress  a  tariflT  bill  which  would 
have  destroyed  numerous  branches  of  our  domestic  indus- 
try, and  led  to  the  final  destruction  of  all;  that  the  veto 
has  been  applied  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  our 
only  reliance  for  a  sound  and  unlfbrm  currency j  that  the 
Senate  has  been  violently  attacked  for  the  exercise  of  € 
clear  constitutional  power;  tliat  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  been  unnecessarily  assailed;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  promulgated  a  nde  of  action  for  those  who  have 
taken  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  that  must,  if  there  be  practical  conformity  to  it, 
introduce  general  nullification,  and  end  in  the  absolute  sub- 
version  oif  the  Government. 

Mr.  BENTON  succeeded,  and  occupied  the  floor  until 
die  hour  of  threet'when  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  ofllidr 
previouB  order,  took  a  recess. 

XVXKiaQ  sxssiov. 
The  Senate  was  called  to  order  at  five  o'clock* 

THE  TARIFF. 
Mr.  WILKIN8,  [witii  the  consent  of  Mr.  Bxxroir,  who 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,]  from  tlie  committee  app^nted 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  rebtion  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend  tbe 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  which  amend- 
ments were  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
made  a  report,  aa  follows:  The  committee  recommend 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  all  tite  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  adhere  to  the  amendments  eoneuN 
red  in  by  the  House.  \  - 

Mr.  BELI.  moved  that  the  bin  and  amendmenU  be  ni> 
definitely  postponed.  It  was,  he  said,  with  gnat  reluc- 
tance that  he  rose  to  make  this  motion.  He  had  hoped 
that  the  bill  from  the  House  would  have  undergone  such 
modifications  as  would  have  rendered  it  acceptable  to  the 
fVtends  of  domestic  industry.  He  had  hoped  that  amend- 
ments would  have  been  adopted,  by  which  the  great  inte- 
rests of  tJie  country  might  have  been  preserved.  But  he 
did  not  believe  ti\at  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  would 
preserve  those  intercflb,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
bin  would  he  acceptable  to  the  people.  At  this  stage  of 
the  session,  he  would  not  ai^e  the  question.  He  would 
express  the  opinion  that  the  eflecu  of  the  bill  would  be 
(Usastrous  to  the  countty  generally,  and  particularly  so  to 
some  sections  of  it.  It  would  create  greater  and  more 
general  dissatiafiiction  than  had,  at  any  time,  existed  in  this 
country.  He  would  not  consent  to  take  any  part  of  the 
reqioDsibilUj  of  the  p»age  of  thirJijJI.    He  tfitrcfiM 
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moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitelyt  and  upon  ttiftt  motion 
he  lukefl  tlie  yras  and  my*,  wliich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DICKEBSOK  nid  that  he  bad  reluctantly  assented 
to  the  report  of  the  committee.  Aa  lonf  as  there  was  a 
hope  of  noinff  any  thin;,  he  did  not  ceue  to  in:ike  exer- 
tions. He  felt  desiroud  that  the  amendments  of  the  Se. 
nats  should  prevail,  and  he  was  also  desirous  tliat  the  bill 
rttntild  pass.  But  he  had  found  that,  unless  the  Senate 
yielded,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the  bill  through. 
He  had  urged  upon  the  committee  Ihe  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing the  amendmenU;  and  he  had  stated  it  as  his  belief, 
that,  unless  they  were  adopted,  the  friends  of  the  protec- 
tive system  would  postpone  the  bill  tndefinttely.  He  was 
free  to  confess  tliat  the  bill  was  not  what  it  ouglit  to  be; 
but,  for  one,  he  would  rather  pass  it  than  go  away  with- 
out doing  any  thing.  He  was  aware  that  many  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  were  of  vital  importance  to  the 
protection  of  some  brandies  nf  industry.  Tlie  increase  of 
tite  duty  on  duck  was  highly  desirable.  A  Urge  duck 
manufactory  had  been  estwlished  in  New  Jemey,  which 
tli'w  bill  will  entirely  destryy.  He  was  willing  to  allow  that 
jiuticc  tud  not  been  done  to  wooUent;  atill  he  thouglit 
It  would  be  better  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  was,  tlian  to  pass 
no  bill.  He  was  sorry  that  tlie  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement had  been  made,  and  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  be  glad  to  know,  he  said,  how  this 
vote  for  receding  from  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  had 
been  obtained.  He  did  not  cast  any  reflections  nn  the 
Cluur  for  constituting  the  committee  as  he  had  done.  The 
Chair  had,  in  thif  reapect,  doubtless  done  ita  dutyi  but  the 
nugority  Of  the  committee  was  compoaed  of  two  gentle- 
men representing  two  States  which  were  especially  and 
principally  intereated  in  the  iron  duty.  I  desire,  said 
Mr.  C,  that  the  country  should  knou'  how  this  matter 
rests.  Kentucky  is  selected  for  one  of  the  victims,  and 
Louisiana  for  another.  Cotton  bag^ng  and  sugar  were 
^ven  up.  The  manu&eturera  of  woolwni,  together  with 
m1  who  were  concerned  in  the  protection  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, were  also  aacrificed.  He  wished  to  know,  and  he 
wiahed  the  country  to  know,  who  have  concurred  in  a 
meattire  so  destructive  to  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. When  the  scheme  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  produced,  it  was  easy  to  see  that  it  was  intended  to 
sacrihce  and  destroy  the  woollens  interest,  in  both  of  its 
branches,  and  that  iron  was  to  be  spared.  The  cotton 
interest,  too,  was  to  be  spared;  but  the  intereata  of  Ken* 
tueky  and  Louiaiam  were  to  be  sacrificed.  Whatever 
nught  be  his  vote  on  tiie  motion  for  iiideBnite  postpoiie- 
ment,  be  wished  the  country  to  know  why,  how,  and  by 
whom  some  interests  had  been  destroyed,  and  othera 
spared,  to  be  sacrificed  at  some  future  day.  He  had  been 
'  in  hopes  that,  in  reapect  to  Kentucky,  the  Secretary  would 
have  been  content,  and  that  Congress  would  have  been 
content,  to  strike  out  one-third  of  the  price  of  the  agri- 
cultural product  of  Kentucky.  But  tliat,  it  seemed,  had 
not  been  deemed  sufficient.  He  had,  he  must  aay,  been 
unexpectedly  diaappunted  >n  the  result  of  the  confer- 
ence. But  lie  had  risen  to  ask  what  was  the  majority,  and 
who  composed  it,  by  which  these  interests  were  singled 
out  for  sacrifice. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  I  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  Is  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  now  satis- 
fied? lam  connnced  tliat  the  principleaon  which  1  assent- 
ed to  tlie  report  ate  correct,  and  1  atill  adhere  to  them. 
Is  the  genlleman  from  Kentucky  satisfied  now  ?  [No,  aaid 
Mr.  CLAYt  1  shall  never  be  satisfied.]  Never?  continued 
llr.  WiLKiaa.  Then  I  am  perfectly  content  tliat  the 
gentleman  should  never  be  satisfied  with  any  political  act 
of  mine.    *'  i  is  disappointed,  1  apnreltend 

that  it  is  f  will  be  disappointed.    I  ap- 

prehend e  other  resulu  to  whidi  be 

indulgea  h  he  will  be  disappointed. 

1  am  rc'  tuenta  and  to  the  oouatry 


for  the  vote  which  I  have  given  in  tliis  btisncB.  Hj 
friendship  for  the  protective  system  'vt  aa  firm  and  xckd 
as  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  tfaougti  I  bsie 
not  apoken  a<>  frequently  and  loudly  in  its  support,  b^ 
cause  I  bad  no  other  object  in  vicvr  but  the  good  of  tW 
country.    After  it  was  found  that  the  eomnLttec  J'itt 
House  was  averse  to  any  compromise,  great  efforU  vee 
made  to  secure  some  of  the  amendments  of  the  Seattr.  U 
he  was  asked  what  waa  most  deeply  agitated  in  the  cn- 
mittee,  he  would  say  that  it  was  the  additioiui  duty  gf 
seven  per  cent,  on  woollens.    For  the  informatioa  of ^ 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  would  go  on  further,  ud 
state  be  was  very  anxious,  for  the  purpose  amfty 
mise,  to  give  up  articles  of  minor  importance,  in  wdera 
gain  sumelhiny  on  woollens.     The  amendioent  idda{ 
seven  per  cent,  to  the  duty  of  fifty  per  cent-  on  wooDm, 
came  up  in  course.    I  voted,  said  Mr.  W.,  agains:  rtcni- 
ing  from  that  amendment  of  the  Senate.  But  the  con*i' 
tee  of  the  House,  with  only  one  dissenting'  voie^  voted  u 
adhere  to  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to  tUsaiKii- 
ment.    This  question  was  then  paaaed  over.   Tht  tAa 
amendments  having'  been  receded  from,  on  my  BwtM, 
the  vote  on  the  amendment  adding:  seven  per  cent  totbc 
duty  on  woollens  waa  reconsidered.    The  coounttee  <t 
the  House,  however,  sbowe<j  a  manifest  determinatton  aot 
to  yield,  and  1  came  to  the  concludon  that  it  was  bciin 
to  give  it  up  than  to  incur  the  risk  of  losing  the  bill  ta- 
tirely.    But,  in  the  hope  of  a  comproffuse,  I  moved  fi^- 
five  per  cent.,  which  was  rejected,    llie  Senator  frM 
New  Jeraey  moved  fifty-three  and  a  half  per  cent.,«1i.di 
was  also  refused.    1  then  moved  fifly-two  per  oent,  ud 
that  waa  rejected.    We  were  then  reduced  to  the  afta- 
native  of  yielding  the  seven  per  cent,  altogether,  or  of 
abandoning  the  hill.    I  thouj^ht,  and  the  Senator  frtM 
New  Jersey  agreed  with  me,  that  the  difTercnpe  of  sens 
per  cent,  in  this  duty  was  too  iiiconMderable  to  keep  thit 
country  in  a  state  of  agitation  a  single  month  or  hfturloanr. 
As  to  the  principle  of  protecting  the  domestic  manw- 
tures  of  the  country,  he  supported  it  as  firmly  as  any  mn. 
He  was  aware  that  this  bill  does  not  continue  so  much  pro. 
tection  to  manufactures  as  might,  in  g^ood  pcJicy,  be 
affbrdedt  but  it  goes  to  that  degree  of  protection  aidi 
which  Congress  appears  to  be  satiafied,  and  with  rliick 
the  country  would,  he  believed,  be  satisfied.    He  didncA 
think  that  the  duty  on  sugar  and  on  cotton  b^giag  l>*d 
undergonea  diaproportitHuite  sliare  of  reduction.   It  bsd 
not  been  broughtdowntoa  lower  proporticmateseaktliaa 
the  duty  on  iron.    He  would  remark,  however,  the  sidi- 
ject  of  the  iron  duty  was  not  one  of  those  which  cnse 
before  the  committee  of  conferencet  and  there  was  ao 
opportunity,  even  if  there  had  been  a  wirii,  for  the  cms- 
mittee  to  exhibit  any  partiality  to  the  iron  interest. 

Mr.  CLAY  sud  it  was  with  some  regret,  and  no  little 
surprise,  that  he  discovered  a  manifestation  of  feeling  oa 
Uie  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  which  he 
had  neither  expected  not  contributed  to  produce.  He 
liad  not  been  accurately  tnfVirmed  as  to  the  procee^tigt 
of  the  committee,  havingbeen  all  day  otherwise  engs^o- 
He  waSf  therefore,  taken  by  surprise  with  the  informa- 
tion  that  the  committee  had  agreed  to  recede,  not  in  part, 
but  altogether,  from  the  amendmeots  of  the  Senate.  He 
had  asked  for  information  as  to  the  manner  in  wliich  thii 
result,  so  unexpected  and  mortifying,  had  bet*  n  obtained. 
The  Senate,  he  contended,  bad  a  right  to  this  tnfenis- 
tion.  If  we  appoint  a  committee  to  treat  with  the  cdier 
House,  to  represent  our  views  and  wi^ea  in  a  confer- 
ence, he  apprehended  tliat,  before  we  ratified  their  trntx, 
we  had  a  right  to  see  their  protocol — to  see  their  nepoda- 
tiun  in  all  its  stages,  aa  well  aa  in  ita  results.  The  cbair- 
nuin  of  the  committee  had  not  given  this  inftomation.  1 
rose,  said  Mr.  C,  and  asked  it.  How  doea  the  gentle- 
man treat  the  call?  The  gentleman  replies  that  be  ia  ac- 
taated  by  the  public  good,  and  inainuates  Ibmt  I  am  acta* 
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atetl  by  motives  other  tlian  the  public  good.  I  wish  the 
SentlentRti  to  explain  whether  tltii  is  whathe  meant  or  not. 

Ur.  WILKINS  nid  he  had  no  objection  to  explain  hia 
meaning.  1  meant  to  say  that,  ta  to  myself,  I  vrn  act\iated 
by  tlie  public  good.  1  beUeve  the  gentleman  has  an  object 
in  view  which  is  identified  with  the  course  be  has  taken 
in  regard  to  the  tariff,  and  which  I  have  no  doubt  i^  in 
his  opinion,  likely  to  promote  the  public  good.  He  was 
convmced  that  the  gentleman  had  no  objects  which,  in  his 
own  opinion,  were  inconsistent  with  the  public  good. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  only  say  that  if  the  ^ntleman  innmuttes 
that  I  am  actuated  by  any  other  motive  than  the  public 
g^ood,  he  ha-s  said  that  which  is  untrue.  - 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  interposed,  and  said,  the 
Chair  understands  the  Senator  from  Penimylvania  to  ex- 
plain that  he  did  not  Impeach  the  motivea  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky. 

Hr.  CLAY.  Nn,  sir,  he  has  not  tlius  explained  his 
meaning.  If  he  has,  I  take  back  the  reply- 
Mr.  CLAY  contimied.  The  Senator  jntimatea  that  I 
have  other  objects  as  to  which  1  may  be  disappointed. 
Whether  he  rightly  predicts  future  events,  I  do  not 
know,  nor  whether  he  may  himself  add  to  the  list  of  the 
diaappointed.  I  have  no  objects,  in  my  support  of  the 
protective  policy,  other  than  the  public  benefit;  and 
Pennsylvania,  whose  Senators  were  instructed  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  her  Legislature  to  maintain  that  policy 
unimpaired,  is  the  last  State  in  the  Union  from  wliich  tiie 
insinuatuMi  Aould  come  that  I  am  actuated  by  selfish  mo- 
tives. The  gentleman  tells  us  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  he  held  out  for' a  compromise. 
How  much  did  he  yield  for  the  sake  of  compromise?  He 
tells  us  that  he  yielded  the  whole.  Mr.  C.  insisted  that 
the  duties  on  sugar  and  cotton  barfing  were  reduced  in 
a  greater  proportion  than  the  duties  on  iron.  The  duty 
on  iron  is  reduced,  but  the  reduction  has  an  equivalent, 
or  nearly  an  equivalent,  in  the  prevention  of  fraudulent 
evanon  of  the  duty.  Louisiana  never  liKl  but  half  a  cent 
on  sugar  as  a  protective  duty,  which  was  giv^n  her  in 
1816.  The  rest  was  imposed  and  continued  for  revenue. 
The  Senator,  in  yielding  (he  half  cent,  yielded  the  whole 
of  the  protective  duty  on  sugart  on  woollens,  too,  Ire  hud 
yielde<l  all  that  was  in  controversy. 

Mr.  MANGUU  here  rose  to  order.  He  submitted  whe- 
tber  the  tliscusfton  was  in  order. 

Hr.  KINO  said  the  discussion  was  improper  in  its  com- 
mencement. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  bow,  he  said,  to  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  but  he  must  insist  on  his  rigiit  to  reply  to  the  Sena- 
tor  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  Chair  lias  no  doubt,  swd  the  PBKsiDXSTjm)  fm., 
that  it  was  irregular  originally  to  demand  the  state  of  ihe 
vote  in  the  committee,  or  to  comment  on  the  course  taken 
by  membersof  the  committee.  But,  as  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  had  responded  to  the  inquiry,  and  made 
explanations,  it  was  now  in  order  for  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  make  his  comments  on  those  explanations. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said,  [  ciiH  the  Senator  to  order  for  al- 
]  uding  to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  EWING  required  tliat  tiie  words  to  which  the  Se- 
nator from  North  Carolina  took  exception,  should  be  com- 
mitted to  writing. 

Mr.  MANGU.U  wrote  as  follows:  The  Senator  firom 
Kentucky,  speaking  in  reference  to  the  duty  on  sugar, 
■aid  that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  yielded  all 
the  protection  on  sugar,  fltc. 

Mr.  CLAY  admitted  the  wonis  to  be  taken  down  cor- 
rectly, and  said  that  he  liad  repeated  them  as  the  words 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  himself,  who  said  that 
he  had  y'felded  all,  but  had  intended  to  yield  but  little. 

The'CHAIU  decided  that  the  words  were  not  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  hope  the  Senator  &om  North  Carolina, 


whose  general  deportment  here  is  strictly  correct,  will 
now  keep  to  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  and  sufTer  me  to 
proceed  without  further  intemiption. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  No  one  sliall  dictate  to  me  my  course. 

Mr.  CLAY,  llie  Senator  may  then  pursue  any  course 
that  pleases  him. 
I'he  CHAIR  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  proceed. 

Mr.  CLAY.  [  will  proceed  when  the  gentleman  will 
suffer  me.  I  have,  sir,  continued  Mr.  C,  entertained 
certain  principles  on  which  I  have  acted  uniformly  for 
sixteen  years  past,  and  I  am  not  now  to  be  instructed  as 
to  my  course  of  conduct  in  reference  to  the  interests  trf 
this  country.  These  principles  inculcate  upon  me  the  im* 
propriety  of  preserving  one  interest  to  the  sacrifice  of  an- 
other— of  preserving  it,  too,  only  that  it  may  be  reserved 
for  sacrifice  at  a  future  time.  On  this  ground,  I  am  op* 
posed  to  any  reduction  which  may  injure  any  interest  tliat 
ought  to  be  sustained.  I  have  no  more  to  say  as  to  the 
proposition  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely.  I  will  not 
nj  how  I  shall  vote  upon  that  I  reserve  to  myself  the 
ri^  to  vote  on  each  ini^vidnal  motion  to  recede  or  concur. 

Hr.  DICKERSON  sud  that  he  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Hr.  BellJ  that  the  woollens  were 
not  adequately  protected — that,  in  fact,  Ihey  were  mora 
neglected  than  any  of  the  great  interests  which  this  bill 
proposed  to  protect.  He  had  made  his  best  efforts  to  in- 
crease the  duties  upon  woollens,  ami  would  continue  to 
do  so,  if  there  was  the  slightest  prospect  of  success.  He 
had  proof  that  admitted  of  no  doubt  in  bis  mind«  that 
there  would  not  be  a  majority  in  the  Senate  that  would 
insist  snd  adhere  to  the  amendment  by  which  tiie  duties 
upon  woollens  were  fixed  at  fifty-seven  per  cent.  He 
had  no  hope  of  success  but  by  a  compromise  in  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  by  which  an  intermediate  rate  of 
duty  between  fifty  and  fifty-seven  per  cent,  might  be  re- 
commended to  both  Houses.  This  was*found  to  be  im- 
practicable. There  were  some  of  the  interests  embraced 
in  the  Senate's  am^rndments  which  it  would  be  veiy  im- 
portant to  support,  but  which  met  with  the  same  difficul- 
ties that  have  decided  the  action  of  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  woollens.  It  now  remains  to  decide 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  defeat  the  bill  in  conse- 
quence of  its  failure  to  give  the  entire  amount  of  protec- 
tion which  it  should  give,  or  pass  it,  with  a  hope  hereaf- 
ter to  make  further  provisioa  far  those  interests  which 
the  bill  neglected  to  protect.  After  the  great  labor  be- 
stowed oil  this  hill,  and  the  anxiety  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple in  every  part  of  the  United  States  that  some  tariff 
bill  should  pass  at  this  session  of  Congress,  he  was  in  favor 
of  its  passage. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  one  of  the  interests  surrendered 
by  this  bill  was  so  important  to  those  who  sent  him  here, 
that  he  ^lould  not  properly  do  his  duty,  unless  he  ex- 
pressed hia  entire  disBatisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  whole  business,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  had 
been  managed.  When  a  gentleman,  who  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Manufiictures,  an<l  who  had  not 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  debates  on  the  bill,  made  a 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, which,  by  courtesy,  necessarily  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  the  committee,  he  was  somewhat  surprised,  but 
he  gave  his  assent  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee, 
thinking  that  he  waa  voting  for  the  appointment  of  com. 
misnoners  to  treat  with  the  House,  and  to  represent,  in 
the  negotiation,  the  views  of  the  majority  of  Uie  Senate. 
Had  he  supposed  that  he  was  giving  a  power  of  attorney, 
signed,  sealed,  and  ready  to  he  dehvered,  giving  up  every 
thing  for  which  the  Senate  had  contended,  he  would  out 
have  voted  for  the  prtjposition.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania says  that,  when  he  came  to  the  woollens  duty, 
he  surrendered  it,  because  it  was  but  a  little  matter. 
True,  it  was  little,  and  it  was  little  because  the  Senator 
h.id  previously  refused  to  make  it  larger.   He  exprewed 
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moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitclyt  ^nd  upon  thHt  moUon 
he  asked  tiie        ftnd  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DICKBRSON  iKid  that  he  b«d  rclucUntly  utented 
to  the  report  of  the  committee.  As  Ion;  us  there  wu  a 
hope  of  hotng  any  thin;,  he  did  not  cease  to  muke  exer- 
tions. He  felt  desironii  that  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate should  prevail,  and  he  was  also  dewrous  that  the  bill 
riinidd  pass.  But  he  had  found  that,  unless  the  Senate 
yieldetit  it  would  be  impossib)*  to  ffk  the  bill  through. 
Ue  bad  uigcd  upon  the  committee  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing the  unendmenU;  and  he  had  stated  it  as  his  belief, 
that,  unless  they  were  adopted,  the  friends  of  the  protec- 
tire  system  would  postpone  the  bill  indcRnitely.  He  was 
free  to  confess  that  the. bill  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be; 
but,  for  one,  he  would  rather  pass  it  than  go  away  with- 
out doing  any  thing.  He  waa  aware  that  many  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  were  of  vital  importance  to  the 
protection  of  some  branches  ofinduatry.  The  uicrease  of 
the  duty  on  duck  was  highly  desirable.  A  large  duck 
manufactory  ^d  been  established  in  New  Jersey,  which 
this  bill  will  entirely  destroy.  He  was  willing  to  allow  that 
Justice  had  not  been  done  to  woollensi  still  he  thotiglit 
It  would  be  better  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  was,  than  to  pass 
no  bill.  Ue  was  sorry  that  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponemem  had  been  made,  and  be  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  CLAT  would  be  glad  to  know,  he  said,  how  this 
vote  for  receding  from  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  had 
been  obtained.  He  did  not  cast  any  reflections  on  the 
Cluir  fur  constituting  the  committee  as  he  had  done.  The 
Chair  had,  in  this  respect,  doubtless  done  its  duty  t  but  the 
majority  of  the  committee  waa  composed  of  two  gentle- 
men representing  two  States  which  were  especially  and 
principally  interested  in  the  iron  duty.  1  desire,  said 
Mr.  C,  tliat  the  country  stiould  know  how  this  matter 
rots.  Kentucky  is  aelected  for  one  of  the  victims,  and 
lAuisiana  for  another.  Cotton  ba^ng  and  sugar  were 
given  up.  llie  manufacturers  of  woolkns,  together  with 
wl  who  were  concerned  in  the  protection  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, were  also  sacrificed.  He  wished  to  know,  and  he 
wi^ed  the  country  to  know,  who -have  concurred  in  a 
measure  so  destructive  to  the  great  interests  of  ^e  coun- 
try. When  the  scheme  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
was  produced,  it  was  easy  to  sec  that  it  wts  intended  to 
sacrifice  and  destroy  the  woolleas  interest,  in  both  of  its 
branches,  and  that  iron  was  to  be  spared.  The  cotton 
interest,  too,  was  to  be  spared)  but  the  interests  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Louisiana  were  to  be  sacrificed.  Whatever 
might  be  his  vote  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, he  wished  the  country  to  know  why,  liow,  and  by 
whom  some  interests  had  been  destroyed,  and  others 
quired,  to  be  sacrificed  at  some  future  day.  He  had  been 
in  hopes  tlwt,  in  respect  to  Kentucky,  the  Secretary  would 
have  been  cmtent,  and  that  Congress  would  liave  been 
content,  to  strike  out  one-third  of  the  price  of  the  agri- 
cultural product  of  Kentucky.  But  tliat,  it  seemed,  had 
not  been  deemed  sufficient.  He  had,  he  must  say,  been 
unexpectedly  disappointed  in  the  result  of  the  confer- 
ence. But  he  had  ruen  to  ask  what  was  the  majority,  and 
who  composed  it,  by  which  these  intere|ts  were  singled 
out  for  sacrifice. 

>lr.  WILKINS  Bwd,  I  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  Is  tbe  geatlcman  from  Kentticky  now  satis- 
fied? lam  convinced tliat  the  principleson  which  1  assent, 
ed  to  the  report  are  correct,  and  I  still  adhere  to  them. 
Is  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  satisfied  now  ?  [No,  said 
Mr.  CLAYi  I  shall  never  be  satisfied.]  Never?  continued 
Mr.  Witxias.  Then  I  am  perfectly  content  tlut  the 
gentleman  should  never  be  satisfied  with  any  political  act 
of  mine.  If  the  gentleman  is  disappmnted,  1  apprehend 
that  it  is  not  the  last  time  he  will  be  diuppointed.  I  ap- 
prehend that  there  are  some  other  resulu  to  which  he 
indulges  expectations,  in  wluch  he  will  be  disappointed. 
I  am  reqioiwble  to  my  constitueola  and  to  the  country 


for  the  vote  which  I  have  given  in  this  bumms.  Uf 
fnend^ip  for  tbe  protective  system  as  firm  and  xvUltA 
as  that  of  the  genUeman  from  Kentucky,  though  I  hire 
not  spoken  so  frequently  and  loudly  in  its  support,  Ik- 
causc  I  had  no  other  object  in  view  but  the  good  of  ilu 
country.  After  it  was  found  that  tbe  comnbttee  of  the 
House  was  averse  to  any  compromioe,  great  efibrts  nre 
made  to  securesomeof  the  amendmentsof  AeSesite.  If 
he  was  asked  what  was  most  deeply  agitated  in  the  coa. 
mittee,  he  would  say  that  K  was  the  additionil  duty  of 
seven  per  cent,  on  woollens.  For  the  informition  «  At 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  would  go  on  further,  lod 
state  he  was  very  anuous,  for  the  purpose  of  compro- 
mise, to  give  up  aKicles  of  minor  importance,  in  order  U) 
gain  something  on  woollens.  The  amendment  iddii( 
seven  per  cent,  to  the  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  wooUa^ 
came  up  in  course.  I  voted,  said  Mr.  W.,  s|uiKt  reced* 
ing  from  that  amendment  of  tbe  Senate.  But  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House,  with  only  one  dissenting  voice,  voted  tn 
adhere  to  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to  thiitmend- 
ment.  This  question  was  then  passed  over.  The  other 
amendments  having  been  receded  from,  on  my  motion, 
the  vote  on  the  amendment  adding  seven  per  cent  to  tbe 
duty  on  woollens  was  reconsidered.  The  comnuttee  of 
the'House,  however,  sboweda  muufestdetemunstionsit 
to  yield,  and  I  came  to  the  conolunon  that  it  was  better 
to  e^ve  it  up  than  to  incur  tlic  risk  of  losing  the  bill  en- 
tirely. But,  in  the  hope  of  a  comproirase,  I  moved  fifij- 
five  per  cent.,  which  was  rejected.  The  Senator  fiwB 
New  Jersey  moved  fifiy.4hree  and  a  half  per  cent.,whltli 
was  also  refused.  1  then  moved  fifty-two  per  cent.,  iml 
that  was  rejected.  We  were  then  reduced  to  the  »lte^ 
native  of  yielding  the  seven  per  cent,  altogttiier, « 
abandoning  the  bill.  I  thoujrtit,  and  the  Smstor  fitm 
New  Jersey  agreed  with  me,  that  tbe  difleren^  of  N*« 
per  cent,  in  this  duty  was  too  inconsiderable  to  keep  thii 
country  in  a  state  of  a^tation  a  single  month  or  hour  longer. 
As  to  the  principle  of  protecting  the  domestic  mwiiinc- 
tures  of  the  country,  he  supported  it  as  firmly  ss  any  nan. 
He  was  aware  that  this  bill  does  not  continue  sontucbpto- 
tection  to  manufactures  as  might,  in  good  poGeyt  ^ 
affordedt  but  it  goes  to  that  degree  of  protectioii  via 
which  Congress  appears  to  be  satisfied,  and  with  vhicb 
the  country  would,  be  helierad,  be  satisfied.  He  dKlw^ 
think  thst  the  duty  on  sugar  and  on  cotton  baggins  bid 
undergone  a  disproportionate  share  of  reduction.  U  hul 
not  been  broughtdown  toa  lower  proportionate  scale  thu 
the  duty  on  iron.  He  woidd  remark,  however,  ibc  luh- 
ject  of  the  iron  duty  was  not  cme  of  those  which  came 
before  the  committee  of  conferencct  and  there  «si  M 
opportunity,  even  if  tliere  had  been  a  wiA,  for  the  com* 
mittee  to  exhibit  any  partiality  to  the  iron  interest 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  with  some  regret,  and  no  btite 
sui^rise,  that  be  discovered  a  manifestation  of  feeling  oa 
the  part  of  tlie  gentleman  fi-om  Pennsylvania,  vhicli  Iw 
had  neKlier  expected  nor  contributed  to  product  Be 
had  not  been  accurately  inibrmed  as  to  the  proceei^ 
of  the  committee,  having  been  all  day  othermse  eng^P' 
He  was,  tiierefore,  taken  by  surpnae  with  the  inforna- 
tion  that  tlte  committee  had  agreed  to  recede,  not  m  pw<, 
but  altogether,  from  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  ai 
liad  uked  for  information  as  to  tbe  manner  in  wliich  ns 
result,  so  unexpected  and  mortifyiiw,  had  been  obtained- 
The  Senate,  he  contended,  had  a  right  to  tliis  'nft"^ 
tion.  If  we  appoint  a  committee  to  treat  with  the  otKr 
House,  to  represent  our  views  and  wishes  in  a  conle^ 
ence,  he  apprehended  that,  before  we  ratified  their  oo^i 
we  had  a  right  to  see  their  protocol-^  see  thdr  aep» 
tion  in  all  iu  stages,  as  well  as  in  Its  results.  The  ehaii| 
man  of  the  committee  had  not  fpven  this  inforimiion.  1 
rose,  said  Mr.  C,  and  asked  it.  How  does  the  gentl^ 
man  treat  the  call?  The  gentleman  rcpties  that  he  ii  »• 
tuaied  by  thepiiblicgooi^  andinsinuMesitetlunuto- 
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•ted  by  motires  other  Uiui  the  public  good.  I  wish  the 
gentlenuui  to  expUn  whether  tliis  is  what  he  metnt  or  not. 

Mr.  W1LK1N8  Mid  he-hftd  no  ohjection  to  expliiin  his 
meaning.  1  meant  to  say  that,  as  to  myself,  1  was  actuated 
by  the  public  gt>od.  1  believe  the  gentleman  has  an  object 
in  view  which  is  identified  with  tite  course  be  has  taken 
in  regard  to  the  tarifT,  and  which  I  have  no  doubt  is,  in 
his  opinion,  likely  to  promote  the  public  good.  He  was 
convinced  that  the  gentleman  had  no  objects  which,  in  his 
own  opinion,  were  inconsistent  with  the  public  good. 

Mr.  CLA.Y.  I  only  ny  that  if  the  ^nttemtn  insinuates 
that  I  am  actuated  by  any  other  motive  than  the  public 
good,  he  hafl  said  that  wliich  is  untrue. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  interposed,  and  said,  the 
Chair  understands  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  ex- 
plain that  he  did  not  impeadi  the  motives  or  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CLAY.  No,  sir,  he  has  not  thus  expired  his 
meaning.    If  he  has,  I  take  back  the  repl^. 

Mr.  CLAY  continued.  The  Senator  intimates  that  I 
have  other  objects  as  to  which  I  may  be  disappointed. 
Whether  he  rightly  predicts  future  events,  I  do  not 
know,  nor  whether  he  may  himself  add  to  the  list  of  the 
disappointed.  1  have  no  objects,  in  my  support  of  the 
protective  policy,  other  than  the  public  b^nelit;  and 
Pennsylvania,  whose  Senators  were  instructed  by  the 
uruinimous  voice  of  her  L.egis1atiire  to  maintain  that  policy 
unimpaired,  is  the  last  State  in  the  Union  from  which  the 
inKnuadon  should  come  that  I  am  actuated  by  selfish  mo- 
tives. The  gentleman  tells  us  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  he  held  out  for  a  compromise. 
How  much  did  lie  yield  for  the  sake  of  compromised  He 
tells  us  that  he  yielded  the  whole.  Mr.  C-  insisted  that 
the  duties  on  iiugiir  and  cotton  ba^c'ing  were  reduced  in 
a  greater  proportion  than  the  duties  on  iron.  The  duty 
on  iron  is  reduced,  but  the  reduction  lias  an  equivalent, 
or  nearly  an  equivalent,  in  the  prevention  of  fraudulent 
evasion  of  the  duty.  Loutuana  never  had  but  half  a  cent 
on  sugar  as  a  protective  duty,  which  was  giv^n  ber  in 
1816.  The  rest  was  imposed  and  continued  for  revenue. 
The  Senator,  in  yielding  the  half  cent,  yielded  the  whole 
of  tlie  protective  duty  on  sugar;  on  woollens,  too,  lie  had 
yielded  all  that  was  in  controversy. 

Mr.  HANGUM  here  rose  to  order.  He  subnutted  whe- 
ther tlie  discussion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  KINO  said  the  discusnon  vas  improper  in  its  com- 
mencement. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  bow,  he  said,  to  the  decision  or  the 
Chair,  but  he  must  insist  on  his  right  to  reply  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania. 

The  Chair  has  no  doubt,  said  the  Pkebids^tt pro  iem., 
that  it  was  irregular  originally  to  demand  the  state  or  the 
vote  in  the  committee,  or  to  comment  on  the  course  taken 
by  members  of  the  committee.  But*  as  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  bad  responded  to  the  inquiry,  and  made 
explanations,  it  was  now  in  order  for  the  Senator  fnm 
Kentucky  to  make  his  comments  on  those  explanations. 

Mr.  MANGUMsaid,  I  call  the  Senator  to  order  for  al- 
1  uding  to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  EWING  required  tluit  the  words  to  which  the  Se- 
nator from  North  Carolina  took  exception,  ^ould  be  com- 
mitted to  writing. 

Mr.  MANGUM  wrote  as  follows:  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  speaking  in  reference  to  the  duty  on  sugar, 
said  that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  yielded  all 
the  protection  on  sugar,  &c. 

Mr.  CLAY  admitted  the  words  to  be  taken  down  cor- 
rectly, and  said  that  lie  had  repeated  them  as  the  words 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  himself,  wlio  said  that 
he  had  y'relded  all,  but  had  intended  to  yield  but  little. 

The'CHAlB  decided  that  the  words  were  not  out  of 
order. 

Hr.  CLAY.  [  hope  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 


whose  general  deportment  here  is  strictly  cinrect,  will 
now  keep  to  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  and  suffer  me  to 
proceed  without  further  intemiption. 

Mr.  MANGUH.  No  one  shall  dictate  to  me  my  course. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  Senator  may  then  pursue  any  course 
that  pleases  him. 
The  CHAIR  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  proceed. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  will  proceed  when  the  gentleman  will 
suffer  me.  I  have,  sir,  continued  Mr.  C,  entertained 
certain  principles  on  wliich  I  have  acted  uniformly  for 
sixteen  years  past,  and  I  am  not  now  to  be  instructed  as 
to  my  course  of  conduct  in  reference  to  the  interests  of 
this  country.  These  principles  inculcate  upon  me  the  im- 
propriety ufpreserving  one  interest  to  the  sacrifice  of  an- 
other— of  preserving  it,  too,  only  that  it  may  be  reserved 
for  sacrifice  at  a  future  time.  On  this  ground,  I  am  op- 
posed to  any  reduction  which  may  injure  any  interest  that 
ought  to  be  sustained,  t  have  no  more  to  say  as  to  die 
proposition  to  postpone  tlie  bill  indefinitely.  '  i  will  not 
say  how  I  shall  vote  upon  that.  I  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  to  vote  on  each  individual  motion  to  recede  or  concur. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  he  agreed  with  the  Senator 
friHn  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Bell]  th^t  the  woollens  were 
not  adequately  protected — that,  in  fact,  they  were  more 
neglected  than  any  of  the  great  interests  which  X\\\i  bill 
proposed  to  protect.  He  had  made  his  best  efibrts  to  in- 
crease the  duties  upon  woollens,  and  would  continue  to 
do  so,  if  there  was  the  slightest  prospect  of  success.  He 
had  proof  that  admitted  of  no  doubt  in  his  mind,  that 
there  would  not  be  a  majority  in  the  Senate  that  would 
insist  and  adhere  to  the  amendment  by  which  the  duties 
upon  woollens  were  fixed  at  fifty-seven  per  cent.  He 
had  no  hope  of  success -but  by  a  compromise  in  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  by  which  an  intermediate  rate  of 
duty  between  fifly  and  fif^y-seven  per  cent,  mij^t  be  re- 
commended to  both  Houses.  This  was'found  to  be  im> 
practicable.  There  were  some  ciTthe  interests  embraced 
in  the  Senate's  amendments  which  it  would  be  ven*  im- 
portant to  support,  but  which  met  with  the  same  dtfflcuU 
lies  that  have  decided  the  action  of  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  woollens.  It  now  remuns  to  decide 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  defeat  the  bill  in  conse* 
<juence  of  its  failure  to  give  the  entire  amount  of  protec- 
tion which  it  should  give,  or  pass  it,  with  a  hope  hereaf- 
ter to  make  further  provi«bn  for  those  interests  which 
the  bill  neglected  to  protect.  Afler  the  great  labor  be- 
stowed on  this  bill,  and  the  anxiety  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple in  every  part  of  the  United  Stales  that  some  tariff 
bill  should  pass  at  this  session  of  Congress,  he  was  ia  favor 
of  its  passage. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  one  of  the  interests  surrendered 
by  this  bill  was  so  important  to  those  who  sent  him  here, 
that  he  aliould  not  properly  do  his  duty,  unless  he  ex- 
pressed his  entire  dissatisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  whole  business,  from  the  beginning  to  tlie  end,  had 
been  managt-d.  When  a  gentleman,  who  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  who  had  not 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  debates  on  the  bill,  made  a 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, which,  by  courtesy,  necessarily  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  the  committee,  he  was  somewhat  surprised,  but 
he  gave  his  asseht  to  tJie  appointment  of  the  committee, 
thinking  tliat  he  was  voting  Sm  the  appointment  of  com* 
misnoners  to  treat  with  the  House,  and  to  represent,  in 
the  negotiation,  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate. 
Had  he  supposed  that  he  was  giving  a  power  of  attorn^, 
signed,  sealed,  and  ready  to  he  delivered,  giving  up  every 
thing  for  which  the  Senate  had  contended,  he  would  not 
have  voted  for  the  pr'opontion.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania says  that,  when  he  came  to  the  woollens  duty, 
he  surrendered  it,  because  it  was  but  a  little  maRer. 
True,  it  wa.i  little,  and  it  was  little  because  the  Senator 
h.ad  previously  refusecl  to  make  it  IsTfcr,  He  cxpretsed 

Digitized  by  GoOglc 


1279 


GALEB  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


BSITATB.] 


(JuLT  IS,  1838. 


Us  deep  dissent,  m  luting  as  it  was  deep,  with  the  whole 
proccemng  of  the  committee.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  committee  was  not  appointed  nor  empowered  to  yield 
every  thing  to  the  Hou»e.  If  tlicy  disagreed  from  the 
House  committee,  they  might  have  said  so,  and  so  re> 
ported,  leaving  it  to  the  Senate  to  determine  upon  the 
propriety  of  receding  from  tbeir  amendments.  He  nl- 
luded  to  the  resulU  ot  tlie  conference,  not  to  tlic  motives 
of  tlie  GQaferees;  tnd  he  woukl  say  that  they  had  surren- 
dered and  sacrificed  the  interestsof  his  constituents-  He 
knew  tlie  importance  of  tranquillizing  the  country — the 
importance  of  passing  some  bill  at  this  sessUm.  There 
was  much  ill  tliis  bill  to  commend — much  to  render  him 
desirous  of  passing  it  into  a  Uw.  But  surely,  in  seUling 
tlie  details  and  principles  of  a  measure  of  sucli  vast  and 
general  importance,  tli«  Senate  hul  a  right  to  ezerdae 
tome  influence,  to  take  some  part  He  liad  no  doubt — 
from  tlie  first  he  was  confident— that  tlie  Senate,  by  stand- 
uig  firm  to  their  amendments,  with  a  steady  and  decisive 
maj  wity,  would  hare  sustained  them.  The  coume  of  tlie 
committee  had  defeated  lliat  especUtion.  Whatever  might 
be  the  vote  of  tlie  Senate  now,  we  could  expect  nothing. 
He  condemned  the  whole  procedure,  and  much  regretted 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  lent  it 
hia  countenance. 

Mr.  DICKkEKSON  sud  be  owed  it  to  the  Senator  fW>m 
Pennsylvania  to  say  that,  although  he  differed  fiom  him 
as  to  a  number  of  the  aniendmeiita  submitted  to  the  com- 
mitUe,  he  had  assented  to  the  report  as  made,  and,  there- 
fore, felt  himself  responsible  for  that  report,  as  much  as  if 
be  had  agreed  witli  bis  two  colleagues  as  to  tlie  several' 
questions  decided  upon  by  the  committee.  The  subjects 
upon  which  he  felt  the  most  anxiety,  were  the  wooUeus, 
cotton  bAgging,  »nd  sail  duck»  upon  all  which  I  urged  a 
eoropromis^  but  in  vain.  1  regret  extremely,  said  Hr. 
D:,  that  1  can  be  supposed  to  have  abandoned  any  of  titose 
interests  while  there  was  a  possibility  of  preserving  them, 
and  the  more  so,  as  the  motive  suggested  is  that,  as  tlie 
iron  was  provided  for,  I  was  ready  to  acquiesce  in  provi- 
sions which  left  other  interests  without  adequate  protec- 
tion. The  m«nu&cture  of  sail  duck  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  New  Jersey,  and  I  conuder  it  abandoned  by  the 
bill.  Senators  sliould  rerollfct  that,  by  the  bill,  there 
was  a  heavy  reduction  upon  iron.  He  had  made  no  effort 
to  amend  the  bill  of  tlie  House  by  increasing  the  duty 
upon  that  article.  Had  such  an  amendment  been  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  disagreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  in  the  committee  of  conference 
would  have  sliared  the  same  fute  with  tlie  other  amend- 
ments. 1  should  have  acquiesced  in  the  surrender  of 
such  an  amendm(>nt,  as  I  have  done  in  tlie  other  cues 
where  nothing  else  could  be  done.  1  have,  said  Mr.  D., 
ahaitdooed  nu  interest  that  could  he  sustained.  He  would 
not  be  made  an  instrument  in  delcatiitg  the  bill,  and  he 
was  anxious  tliat  it  should  pass  in  its  present  form,  if  it 
could  not  be  put  into  a  better.  He  was  unxious  to  have 
the  question  settled,  for  he  wished  it  to  he  at  rest 

Mr.  HAYNE  saitl  tliat  as  he  happened,  though  very 
much  out  of  place,  tu  be  a  member  of  this  committee  <of 
conference,  it  n-as  incumbent  on  him  to  make  some  ex- 
planations as  to  hia  course  in  the  conference.  Notliing 
surprised  him  so  much  as  the  views  tliat  were  i^ken  of  the 
consequences  ofthe  rejection  of  those  amendm!:nl8.  Tlie 
cmalleat  of  all  small  qut  stions  ever  brought  into  a  legisla- 
tive body,  appeared  lu  liim  to  Uicsu  questiuus,  wht;ther 
the  duty  on  woollens  should  be  fifty  ur  fifty-seven  per 
cent.;  whL-thci-  the  duty  on  sugar  sliould  be  two  and  a 
half  or  three  cents  a  pound{  and  whether  the  duly  on  cot- 
ton bugging  sliould  be  half  a  cent  a  yard  more  or  less. 
Mr.  U.  went  on,  at  some  length,  to  idiow  Uiat,  by  the 
change  in  the  valuation  of  the  pound  sterling,  and  by  the 
diminution  of  credits  on  duties,  the  duties  on  tliose  aruclea 
were  cai-ried  beyoitd  the  tariff' of  1834,  and  bttt  little  diort 


of  that  of  1828.  As  to  iron,  he  believed  that  the  dutin 
on  that  article  were  increased,  the  reduction  being  more 
than  compensated  by  other  equivalents.  But,  really,  vhn 
gentlemen,  in  settling  this  gr««t  question,  hanr  soperti. 
nacinusly  on  pins  and  particles,  is  it  not  a  proof  tItit  there 
is  a  determination  not  to  surrender  a  single  hair  of  the 
protective  ^stem,  to  Iwld  on  upon  eveiy  thn^  which 
in  the  least  affects  the  protected  intereiU?  Tbe  vheic 
conference  presented  this  appalling  fiict,  that  when  sds^ 
was  ppoken  of,  it  was  mentioned  only  in  reference  to  i1k 
interest  of  the  manufacturer  of  the  article  taxed.  Ai  (a 
the  woollens,  out  of  seven  members  of  the  committee, 
five  were  of  the  opinion  that  they  we  re  adequately  proUct 
ed  by  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  House.  One  member  pro- 
duced the  autltorily  of  one  of  the  first  manubctiucn 
in  the  eouitfry,  fur  Uie  opinion  that  the  bill  was  more 
fiivorable  to  woollens  than  the  bill  1828.  Hehadtun- 
self  examined  tbe  subject  very  closely,  and  had  found  thit 
woollens  paid  a  higher  tax  under  this  bill  than  underihat 
of  1838.  Perhaps  the  duty  was  not  so  good  to  tbe  ininu. 
facturer,  but  it  was  more  oppressive  upon  the  contumen. 
Here  let  me  allude,  said  Mr.  U.,  to  the  erroneous  luppoa- 
lion  that  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  exhibited  vKjSi^ 
poution  to  surrender  any  thing  in  the  conference.  Be 
agreed  to  yield  every  tiling  but  three,  vis.  wooUeiOiiupr, 
and  cotton  bagpng,  upon  which  lie  inssted.  I,  on  em; 
amendment,  moved  to  recedei  aoroetimes  I  carried  vith 
me  tbe  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  and  sometimet  tbe  S^ 
nator  from  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  that  way,  1  ^  aloi^ 
through      the  amendments. 

[Mr.  DICKEKSON  prompted  the  Senator  from  Soalh 
Carolina,  reminding  him  of  japanned  harneM  and  oilMr 
articles,  upon  which  he  wished  to  adhere  to  the  Senile^ 
amcndmentx.] 

It  is  possible,  aaid  Mr.  B-,  I  may  be  wrong.  I  reeoUeet 
as  to  the  harness.  It  was  said  that  the  manu&clure  tf 
japanned  harneit  bad  been  connncnced  by  a  penn  is 
New  Jersey,  and  that  was  urged  as  a  reason  why  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  SUtes  diould  not  have  their  loncii 
cheap.  But,  after  some  inquiry,  tt  was  found  thii  the 
reduction  ofduty  did  not  affect  the  manu£>cturer,hiibcW 
a  different  article,  and  the  amendment  was  abaodoiin. 
The  committee  at  length  agreed  to  recede  from  >li  but 
the  woollen^  and  upon  that  they  hung.  They  worked 
hard  for  fifty-five  per  cent.,  for  fifty-three  and  »hiir,»na 
for  fifty>two.  But  tbe  House  committee  woukl  not  txa\ 
even  to  the  addition  of  two  per  cent.  They  wm  ibout 
gwng  off",  to  report  an  irreconcilable  disagreement,  •hen 
Uic  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  being  saU^ed  tlie  Ml 
was  a  very  advantageous  one  to  him,  and  that  wwdleiii 
were  adequately  protected  under  it,  agreed  to  recede  froa 
theamendnient  Mr.  U.  repeated  tliat  Ute  bill 
than  the  existing  ^stem,  so  fur  as  it  concerned  tlie  iniemt 
of  consumers.  It  introduced  several  new  and  dangtmit 
principles,  put  an  inquisitorial  powerinto  tlie  liandsuflhe 
appraisers,  and,  taking  item  by  item,  renders  tbe  protec- 
tive duties  higher  than  they  now  are.  Under  ibcie  a^ 
cumstances,  he  should  oppose  the  psssage  ofthe  bill-  He 
should  vote  ^pinst  tbe  pending  motion  for  iMkfi■utepal^ 
poiiement,  with  the  intention  to  move  a  recoanntiiKntw 
the  bill,  witli  instructions  ior  iu  moAfieation.  If  th^  ^ 
tempt  fiiiled,  lie  should  renew  Uie  motion  fiir  tbe  indelwe 
postponement  ofthe  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  thought  it  would  be  flOi  nay,behulM 
doubt  of  iti  nullification  isabroad. 

Mr.  HAYNE.  I  did  not  mention  nullification  in  the 
wiiole  course  of  this  debate.  1  liave  cautiously  s*«ori 
that  topic,  as  every  Senator  will  bear  me  witiKSS-  i 
now  s»y  that,  if  any  gentleman  wishes  to  goinlsuiev 
cussion  of  mdlification,  I  am  prepared  fi>r  it 

Mr.  HOLMES  resumed.  I  undertake  to  uy  thit  tlie 
doctrine  of  nullification,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  uncoi* 
tutionality  nS  the  prgtective  qrstem,  are  identieaL 
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Mr.  MOORE  called  the  Senator  from  Ha'me  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  Senator  musl  recollect  that 
the  queition  was  on  the  indefinite  postponeinent  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES.   New  England  is  sacrifioed. 
Mr.  KINO  called  the  Senator  to  order. 
Mr.  HOLMES  continuecL 

The  CUAIK  pronoutictfd  that  he  was  out  of  order... 

Mr.  HOLMES.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  tells 
us  tliat  he  appealed -to  New  Jersey  for  the  surrender  of 
one  interest,  and  to  Pennsylvania  for  the  surrender  of 
another  interest,  and,  with  the  asnstanee  of  the  one  or  the 
other  of  his  collei^fues.  he  alvays  found  himielf  in  the 
majority. 

The  CHAIB  again  interrupted  Mr.  Houiu. 

Mr.  HOLMUS.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  reply,  or  H  vas 
improper  for  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  make 
tlie  remarks.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  suggests 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  may  be  dtsappointeu  in 
the  same  important  events. 

The  CHAIK  here  interposed;  and  declared  that,  unless 
the  Senator  confined  himself  to  the  question,  he  should  be 
under  the  neceanty  of  requesting  him  to  take  his  seat 

Mr.  CLAY  Kioarked  that  the  motion  for  indefiiute  potU 
ponement  opened  the  entire  lubject  tor  debate  as  wide  as 
posnble. 

Mr.  HOLMES  proceeded  to  say  that  this  was  the  first 
time  it  wax  ever  declared  to  be  out  of  order  to  comment 
on  or  reply  to  remarks  which  were  in  order.  If  one  Se- 
nator stepped  out  of  the  way  to  make  a  remark,  and  was 
not  called  to  order,  it  was  too  hite  to  call  another  Senator 
to  order  for  ateppinr  out  of  the  way  to  meet  him.  Why 
should  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  remark  that  any  of 
ui  may  be  (tisappiMnted  in  our  expectations^  There  was 
more  than  one  of  ua  who  had  favorite  objects  in  view,  and 
more  than  one  of  us  mig^t  be  disappointed.  It  may  be 
that  he  who  prefects  disappointment  to  others,  will  be  him- 
self surely  disappointed.  ^ 

Mr.  H.  went  oo  to  speak  of  the  surrender  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Interests  of  New  England.  What  iStl  New 
Kngland  getF  New  England  hari  no  candidate  for  the 
Pruidency,  and  net'er  would  have,  and  therefore  the  inte. 
rests  of  New  England  should  be  protected.  The  farmer 
had  a  duty  to  protect  his  wool,  but  as  the  woollen  manu- 
focture  was  destroyed,  he  had  no  purchaser  for  his  wool. 
However,  in  spite  of  the  bill  and  every  thing  else,  I  be- 
lieve we  in  New  England  will  live  all  the  days  of  our  lives. 
Though  we  expect  to  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  to  the  South,  yet  we  do  not  intend  to  hew  their  wood 
mnd  draw  water  for  nothing. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs.  Bell,  Clayton,  Foot,  Holmes,  Knight, 
Naudain,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Waggaman. — 10. 

NAYS. — Messrs,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Dallas,  U.ckenKin,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewlng,  Foi^ 
syth,  Frelinghuysen,  Gnindy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Hangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Foindezler,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Snutb,  Spragiie, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  I'omlinson,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster, 
White.  Wilkins.— 38. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  had  voted  against  the  proposi- 
tion for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for  various 
reasons,  the  first  of  which  was  that  tlie  bill  contained  a 
clear,  distinct,  and  indisputable  admission  of  the  great 
principle  of  protection.  That  principle,  coeval  with  the 
comoMncement  of  the  Government,  and  which  has  been 
continued  ever  since,  in  peace  and  in  war,  now  that  the 
nation  may  be  regarded  out  of  debt,  is  again  solemnly 
canctioocd,  and  by  the  concurrence  of  many  votes  from 
that  quarter  of  the  Union  which  has  most  complained  of 
the  exercise  of  the  power.  They  have  sanctioned  it  by 
voting  against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 
Henceforwaidbe  hoped  tbattbe  power  would  not  be  con- 
Vox,  yin.— 81 


troverted,  and  that  the  tranquillity  so  much  needed  bj 
the  country  would  be  fully  restored.  Henceforward  he 
hoped  that  the  only  question  would  be  about  the  proper 
application  of  the  power,  giving  it  efficiency  when  more 
efficiency  is  reqitire<^  and  moderating  its  operation  where 
the  pressure  of  it  may  be  unduly  severe.  There  was 
another  consideration  which  reconciled  Mm  to  the  pa*. 
aaf^e  of  the  bill.  It  contained  a  clear  recognition  of  tiie 
principle  which  he  had  contended  for  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  session,  that  the  reduction  of  duties  necessa- 
ry to  adapt  the  revenue  of  the  country  to  the  wants  of 
Government  should  be  thrown  principally  on  the  unpro- 
tected class,  compreheniUng  articled  not  produced  within 
the  country.  *  That  discrimination  had  been  strenuousljr 
opposed  in  the  early  part  of  the  session.  It  had  been  op- 
posed with  ridicule  and  deriMon,  and  a  long  list  of  trifling, 
and  some  of  them  laughable,  articles,  had  been  held  up 
for  the  amusement  of  Congress.  It  hadbeen  argued  that 
articles  of  luxury,  used  only  by  the  rich,  would  be  exempt- 
ed from  taxation,  whilst  articles  essential  to  the  comfort 
of  the  poor-were  heavily  burdened.  In  the  progress  of 
the  session,  we  have  seen  these  objections  abandoned  by 
many  of  those  who  urged  them,  and  wh(H  finally,  voted 
for  the  disenmination.  And,  in  regard  to  Ae  article 
silks,  the  House  had  adopted  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem  as 
the  duty  upon  Chinese  and  French  ulks.  The  Comi]ntttee 
on  Manufactures  of  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  an  et- 
tablished  usage,  proposed  to  make  the  du^  on  !Prench 
silks  lower  than  on  those  of  China,  and  recommended  six 
per  cent,  for  the  former.  Not  content  with  tliat  measure 
of  reduction,  a  Senator  from  Tirgthia  [Mr.  TiiEwiLLj 
hod  proposed  forther  to  reduce  it  to  five  per  cent. ,  and  his 
proportion  hadbeen  adopted  withthe'concarring  votes  ct 
most  of  the  Southern  Senators.  Now,  if  the  imjeet  had 
been  nmply  to  preserve  the  distinction  between  the  rilks 
of  the  two  countries,  that  object  might  have  been  ac- 
complished by  puttinK  China  silks  at  thirty  ot  twenty  per 
cent.,  and  French  at  fifteen  or  ten  per  cent.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  recommended  the  retention  of  a 
duty  of  one  per  cent  on  teas,  and  a  half  per  cent  on  cof- 
fee. Believing  that  the  expense  incident  to  weighings 
marking,  and  cullifying,  would  absorb  the  duty,  ondtinn^ 
cesjarily  keep  up  a  host  of  officers,  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  of  the  Senate  had  proposed  to  render  thoao 
articles  entirely  free,  and  their  amendment  to  that  effect 
had  also  been  concurred  in  by  most  of  the  Southern  Sena- 
tors. Whilst  he  rejoiced  in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  for 
the  reasons  assigned,  he  coiild  not  vote  for  receding  from 
the  amendments  as  recommended  by  the  committee  of 
conference.  He  hefieved  those  amendments  necessatx 
to  the  interest  which  they  were  intended  to  protect. 
And  if  the  bill  should  pats  withotit  them,  as  it  wlR  not  go 
into  operation  until  after  the  nrxt  sesnon,  he  hoped,  if  then 
ascertained  to  be  indispensable,  they  would  be  enacted 
into  a  law.  And  he  also  hoped  that,  if  there  should  bo 
discovered  any  other  omissions  or  errors  in  the  bill,  thejr 
will  then  be  corrected.  He  was  aware  that  in  votingagunat 
receding,  as  he  should  do,  that  the  pama^  of  tiie  biU  was 
not  endangered.  For  he  eouM  not  be  i^;norlUit  of  what 
he  saw  around  him,  that  there  was  a  majori^,  he  would 
not  say,  as  had  been  said  on  another  occanon,  an  otganit* 
ed  majority,  to  defeat  those  amendments.  And  now,  Mr- 
President,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hope  we  shall  all  go  home  in 
better  tenmer,  and  resolve  to  explain  to  our  constituent^ 
folly  and  &rly,  tlie  operation  of  this  estabOriicd  jpoticy  of 
the  country,  and  witli  a  firm  detemiolitioii  to  spare  no 
efforts  to  reconcile  them  to  it. 

Mr.  HANGUH  said  he  hadvotedagalnstindefinitepoit- 
ponement,  because  he  wished  to  vote  to  recede  from  every 
amendment.  He  repudiated,  for  himself  and  his  oonstitu* 
ents,  any  thing  in  common  with  the  American  system, 
which  originated  in  cupidity. 

Mr.  WEBSTEB  said  there  could  hfj»  ^maifnaA  of 
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the  bill  which  htd  pused^  and  the  only  question  now  wu 
on  concurrence  in  the  disagreement  of  the  House.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  given  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  the  art  of  dividing  and  eonqiierin^t  and  he  had 
most  skilfully  contrived  to  carry  his  pc^nla  with  two  to  one 
against  him. 

Mr.  HAYNE  made  some  remarks  in  reply.  He  con- 
udered  )iie  motion  to  recummit  aa  in  order  at  any  stage; 
and  if  me  Senate  would  give  him  charge  of  the  bill,  he 
would  undertske  to  bring  it  into  the  Senate  to-morrow 
moaning,  in  the  form  in  which  it  ought  to  pass.  He  would 
make  the  motion  whenever  he  could  have  the  opportunity; 
and  if  that  should  full,  he  would  then  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill.  He  charged  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  with  a  desire  to  drive  the  South  from  the  sup- 
port of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied,  and  repelled  the  idea  that  be  in- 
tended to  drive  «ny  from  the  support  of  the  bill.  It  was 
imposuble  for  a  motion  for  indennite  poctponement  to  be 
entertained,  how  that  amendments  had  been  made  by  bbth 
Houses.  The  bill,  as  far  as  amendments  were  agreed  to, 
was  unchangeable.  We  must  take  the  question  on  the 
amendments  separately,  and  if  we  recede,  the  bill  will 
only  want  the  approval  of  the  Presidrnt  to  make  it  a  law. 
Be  exprefsed  lus  hope  that  the  gentlemen  from  the  South, 
vIh>  considered  this  a  bill  of  abominations,  would  each 
come  out  and  oay  so,  that  the  country  may  uiideraland  it, 
and  hear  U  from  tliem. 

Mr.  DtCKEBSON  said  tint,  in  hia  opinion,  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hitki]  had  clumed  a  little 
more  credit  than  he  merited,  for  his  address  in  managing 
hia  colleagues  on  the  committee,  and  that  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  had  given  him  a  little  more  credit  tlian 
he  clumed.  The  Senator  muat  have  managed  us  very 
adnatly  indeed,  when  we  had  no  suspicion  that  there  was 
any  management  in  tlie  case.  I  have  only  to  aay  that  tlie 
exhibition  the  Senator  made  in  the  committee,  and  that 
which  he  has  just  made  in  deScriWng  what  took  place  in 
the  committee,  are  very  different  things.  He  was  by  no 
means  so  clever  there  as  here.  It  was  there  all  solemn 
matter  of  fact— here  not  a  little  of  fiincy.  The  Senator 
is  ntistakeo  when  he  supposes  tint  he  induced  one  of  his 
colleagues  to  yield  upon  one  point,  and  the  other  upon 
another,  and  so  on,  alternately,  till  be  carried  all  bis  points. 
Now,  siiid  Mr.  D.,  there  was  no  instance  in  which  the  Se- 
nator from  Pennsylvania  insisted  upon  any  amendment,  in 
which  I  did  not  agree  with  hira.  It  is  true  that  I  yielded 
upon  some  points  that  I  thought  of  minor  importance,  in 
order  that  I  might  have  a  better  chance  01  succeeding 
upon  those  which  I  deemed  of  more  importance,  in  ail 
which  J  can  assure  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
hia  management  had  no  influence.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  ClaxI  seemi  to  think  that  we  have  floadc 
a  concession  to  the  South  by  our  report.  So  far  as  it  re- 
ntects  myself,  1  suspect  I  giun  no  credit  witb  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  for  such  a  concession,  and  certainly 
deserve  none:  for  I  conceded  nothing  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, could  have  been  sustained  without  a  moral  certsinty 
of  lonng  the  bill. 

Ur.  HAY^E  acquitted  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey 
of  ever  hanng  shown  any  disposition  to  make  the  slightest 
concession  to  the  South. 

Mr.  MILLEH  said,  in  reference  to  hia  vote  against  an 
indefinite  postponement,  if  the  vote  of  the  Semite  did  not 
allow  of  a  moaification,  he  had  voted  in  error:  for,  other- 
wise, he  would  have  voted  for  its  indefinite  postponement. 
But  he  conceived  the  bill  was  atiU  open  to  the  last.  Ac- 
cording-to  the  eleventh  rule  of  thrir  proceedings,  the 
questions,  among  others,  were  still  open  "to  lay  on  the 
table;"  "to  postpone  indefinitely;"  "to  commit,"  and 
■*to  amend,"  This  in  view,  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  til)  the  amendments  would  come  before  themt  but 
tM;  would  oppoMt  the  bill  in  every  stage. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  said  it  was  plain  the  bill  itMlf  could 
not  again  come  before  them;  it  had  been  read  ■  third 
time,  and  was  agreed  to  by  bt^  Houses.  But  the  amend- 
ments were  within  their  power,  and  a  motion  to  rt-commit 
them  would  be  in  order;  but  he  conceived  the  best  course 
fur  them  to  pursue  would  be  to  take  the  question  of  con- 
currence on  each  amendment. 

Mr.  POINUEXI'ER,  believing  that  the  bill  woald  go 
to  establish  the  principle  of  protection,  could  never 
pve  it  hia  vote,  In  any  sitape.  The  principle  of  the  pre- 
sent act  was  not  that  of  Hamilton;  what  he  recommendtd, 
looked  in  its  object  to  revenue.  Protection  for  any  otJier 
purpose,  he  would  have  repudiated.  If,  in  llic  present 
stage  of  the  question,  tlie  opponents  of  the  bill  were  id 
any  dilemma,  he  [Mr,  P.]  would  take  care>  if  there  were 
no  other  available  mode*  to  renew  his  motioa  for  indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  should  allow  the  qneation  of  con- 
cutrenoe  to  be  taken  on  the  several  amendment^  up  to 
the  last,  which  was  a  nit-re  verbal  oiiei  but  it  na  tus  ta^ 
tention  then,  before  they  should  go  beyond  hii  reacts  10 
move  a  recommitment  of  tl>e  wlu>le  mrasure. 

Mr.  DALLAS  said,  having  anxiously  consulted  with  se- 
veral gentlemen  around  me,  much  better  acquainted  with 
the  rules  of  order  than  myself,  I  am  satisfif  d  that  the  ques- 
tion now  propounded  for  my  suffrage  is  the  final  one  oa 
this  bill.    It  came  from  the  Houae  of  Keprcsen'bttivesi  it 
untlenrent  many  amendments  in  the  Senate:  thtuieantend- 
menu  have  not  all  been  concurred  in  by  the  House:,  and 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  aay  whether  we  will  rtcede 
from  those  of  our  amendments  which  luve  been  diaagretd 
to-    Should  we  recede,  the  law  ia  complete,  and  alreaily 
passed  by  botli  Hooses  of  Congress.    We  cannot  now  re- 
cmnmit:  we  cuinot  alter  what  both  the  Senate  and  the 
House  have  approved:  we  may  prolong  altercation  and 
difficulty  by  refiinng  to  recede,  or  leave  the  matter  un- 
finished aocf  indefinitely  postponed;  but  if  we  are  to  have 
any  law  enacted  at  this  session,  we  must  determine  to  have 
one  by  our  present  concluding  vote.    At  this  ixunt  ttf  an 
arduous  and  interesting  discussion,  when  even  ■  committee 
of  conference  have  c^uiausted  their  eflTorts,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  give  a  ulent  vote.    Always  prepared  herctofure, 
and  resolved  to  be  always  prepared  to  assume  any  rc-poa- 
sibility  which  may  seem  appropriate  to  the  discharge  oT 
my  public  duties,  1  am  now,  and  hereafter  shall  tx-,  ready 
to  meet  my  constituents  upon  this  question,  to  tell  tliem 
frankly  and  fully  tny  motives  and  reason  of  action,  and 
most  cheerfully  to  abide  by  any  conclusion  of  their  judg- 
ment.   I  am  only  solicitous  that  my  course  on  this  final 
question  in  effect,  and  obviously  a  question  of  this  bill  v 
no  bill,  should  be  distinctly  recorded  and  understixML 
Sir,  at  an  early  period  of  the  aeasion  I  announced  the 
principles  upon  whLdi  I  was  governed  in  the  labor  of  ac- 
commodating a  new  tariff  of  duties  to  the  existing  position 
of  the  country,  to  the  reduced  want  of  revenue,  and  to 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt.    Fully  convinced  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  ^eat  principle  of  protecting  domestic  in- 
dustry; having  imbibed  a  settled  belief  that  it  ia  essentUl 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  and 
peculiarly  important  to  the  hsppineaa  and  prosperity  of 
my  native  State,  I  have  uniformly  taken  my  part  in  cvriy 
exertion  so  to  arrange  the  dutiesas  to  afford  adequate  and 
ample  security  to  Uie  manufacturers.    My  first  rule  of 
proceeding  was,  and  invariably  lias  been,  to  give  to  do- 
mestic manubcturea,  if  poa^ble,  the  whole  aid  of  the 
whole  revenue;  to  reserve  all  duties  from  imported  articles 
wltich  do  not  enter  into  competition  witli  our  own  pro- 
duce  or  f3d)ric,and  to  make  their  entry  free.    In  the  biU 
under  consideration,  this  principle  is  fully  embodied  and 
enforced.  To  that  extent,  therefore,  it  meets  my  unquali- 
fied apprdjation,  and  has  been  sanctioned  by  both  Houses 
of  Congress.    Another  rule  of  proceeding,  early  enun- 
ciated by  my  colleague,  and  readuy  embraced  by  many  oa 
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th:s  floor,  wu  ao  to  improrc  the  re^iUtioiw  of  collecting 
revenue,  %»  to  deduce  from  new  nrrangcments  «  meuure 
of  protecbon  to  home  industry  somewhut  proportionate  to 
wltut  might  be  luat  in  the  mere  reduction  of  the  amount 
of  duty.  I  need  not  remind  the  Senate  of  the  debates  of 
the  bill  in  which,  by  various  proviaione,  this  object  hai 
■lao  been  incorporated  and  Httuined.  The  two  principa] 
ones  are,  tlie  abort  credits  to  be  hereafier  allowed  at  our 
custom-liouses  for  duties,  and  the  juMly  augmented  value 
of  tlie  pound  sterling  from  four  doUara  and  forty-four 
cetm  to  four  dollars  and  eigfaty-d^t  cents.  The  opera- 
tions  of  these  two  preranons  have  undergone  tufficient 
comment,  and  cannot  ,  now  be  mistaken  by  the  Senate. 
The  bdl,  Ur.  Prendent,  Iws,  in  all  its  parts,  engaged  my 
nioMi  eitrneat.  juid  devoted  atiulv.  To  my  mind,  unaflTected 
by  the  heats  of  this  day,  or  of  any  fomter  dayi^  adequate 
protection  is  secured  by  this  bill  to  all  tiie  great  interests 
of  the  coiutry.  In  the  Union.  I  may  be  mistaken:  my  lights 
on  thu  compl-catedmiitterniay  not  be  asexteniive  or  accu- 
rate as  are  enjoyed  by  otliers.  My  information,  my  views,  my 
convictions,  are  not  derived  from  any  thing  Iteaid  on  this 
floor  from  any  speaker^  nor  have  I  regulated  my  votes  or 
cuiitroUc-d  my  reitl  sentiments  under  extraneous  influence. 
I  believe,  firmly  and  nncerely  believe,  tltat  if  a  few  arti- 
cles undergo  »  dimination  in  the  amount  of  protection 
heretofore  given  tliem  by  law— a  dimimition  aomewbat 
diaproportiuiwte  to  tliat  which  characterizes  the  general 
sckle — the  d.tf'erence  b  not  substantial  impoitance,  and 
cvnHOt-seriousty  or  peraiauemly  affect  them.  Sir,  there 
is  nut  an  absolute  sacrifice  any  one  interest  which  has 
been  befiire  us.  Louisiana  cannot— cannot  consistently 
wiUitlie  ufiVKi'yiiig  tenor  of  every  inquiry  I  have  mute — 
complain  of  tlie  reductioa  of  oue  ludf  cent,  upon  sugar. 
Kentucky,  as  tu  tlie  cent  on  cotton  bawpng,  it  will  be  re- 
coUecteU,  was  equally  divided  in  the^natet  and  the  in- 
crease we  made  upon  that  article,  as  compared  with  the 
bill  from  tlie  House,  after  having  first  been  rejected,  was 
filially  adoiitcd  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  only.  It  was 
inipuMible  t5  be  wholly  insensible  to  tlie  discordant  opi- 
niuiia  of  the  two  Kentucky  Senator*  upon  this  subject; 
and  idtlKHigh  I  vuted  before,  and  would  willingly  now 
»ote,  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  to  give  the  addi- 
tiotut  cent  of  duty,  Lcannot  pretend,  in  this  divided  state 
of  tlie  best  opinions,  to  bare  a  deep  and  powtive  convic- 
tion one  way  or  the  other.  The  only  really  equivocal 
pyiiit  u  tliat  which  rektes  to  woollens.  We  added  to  the 
tiAy  per  cent,  in  the  bill  of  the  House,  seven  per  cent,  ad 
Talnrem.  I'hif  addition  has  not  been  concurred  in.  It 
luui  niy  decided approbationt  and  could  I  secure  it  by  any 
course  of  actiou  cunsistent  with  a  dlsclui^  of  the  gene- 
nU  BUin  of  my  duties  here,  I  would  do  so.  The  report  of 
the  cummiUee,  of  CMnCerence,  luwever,  precludes  all 
prospecuof  that  kimlt  and  I  cannot  avoid  entertaining 
Ute  aujie  tilut,  aAer  all,  this  seven  per  cent.,  which  some 
of  lU  iiiosL  iirdent  advocates  would  agree  to  make  five  per 
cent.,  ciiimot  be  absolutely  and  viully  necessary  to  the 
safely  of  those  who  are  eng^^ed  in  the  manufacture.  Sir, 
aiuiuugh  determined  to  act  upon  the  suggestion  of  my 
own  iiHlepeudeiit  mind  and  conscience,  1  must  say,  that  if 
there  be  on  this  topic  of  tlie  tariff  a  gentleman  upon 
wliose  iiitethgence,  sagacity,  principles,  aiKl  perseverance, 
1  would  pin  my  faith  as  lo  controverted  bets  about  the 
efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  a  given  amount  of  protection, 
tliat  gentleman  is  ilie  cliairman  of  the  Senate's  Committee 
oil  ftliLuu£ictures,  [Mr.  UicKEaHon.  ]  He  has  devoted 
many  years  actively  and  ardenOy  to  the  encouragement 
•ysteiu  and  etfectual  protection  of  all  branches  and  de- 
pasrunenta  of  dumeatic  mduatiy.  He  ia  here  the  offidal 
Mid  Selected  guardian  of  the  manufacturing  interests!  and 
we  all  know  Uie  unOinching  fidelity  with  which  his  task  is 
performed.  Now,  sir,  that  esteemed  gentleman  recom- 
mends us  to  forego  our  adxUtional  duty  seven  per  cent, 
and  to  be  aatisfisJ  with  the  fifty  per  cent,  ad  ndorem,  ap- 


proved by  the  House  of  Bepresentattret.  tgonith  him: 
I  cannot  be  far  out  of  the  way  when  in  his  company;  and 
I  yield  to  the  duiman  of  the  Committee  on  Hanunetures 
when  he  requests  me  to  recede.  AUunon  has  been  made 
to  the  sentiments  upon  this  great  subject  unanimously  ex- 
pressed, within  the  last  month,  by  the  Legi^ture  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  resolutions  of  that  highly  respected  body 
are  now  open  before  me.  They  manifest  a  complimenta- 
ry reliance  upon  the  discretion  anti  fideli^  of  thdr  Sena- 
tors, wbidi  is  appreciated  with  sennMli^,  and  baa  not 
been,  and  shall  not  be,  forgotten  or  disa^pmnted,  ahhougfa 
couched  in  language  wUch  does  not  imptnt  Uiey  have 
all  the  force  and  efficacy  of  pmnted  instructional  and  ve 
have  rifpdiy  conformed  to  them,  being  both  inclined  to  do 
so,  an  dfully  recognising  the  right  of  tlie  General  Assem- 
bly to  direct  our  representative  conduct.  The  present 
predicament  of  the  subject  may,  indeed,  seem  to  be  one 
to  which  the  resi^utions  do  not  apply,  and  to  exact  from 
myself  and  my  cotlewue  a  course  of  prooeeding  which, 
in  our  judgments^  wifl  most  strictly  confom  to  Inis  spirit 
and  dea'wn.  Sir,  in  determining  to  recede  I  shall  deeply 
regret  If  the  maimfiicturing  interests  to  which  1  have  re- 
ferred, or  any  others,  shall  experience  any  the  least  in- 
jury. Infallible  legislation  cannot  be  hoped  fort  we  are 
as  liable  to  error  and  mistake  as  other  menf  but  as  1  sin- 
cerely believe  that  all  witii  wbom  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
associated  are  actuated  by  pure  and  patriotic  motives,  I 
cannot  but  expect  a  general  readiness  to  remedy  bereaf* 
ter,  by  special  legislation,  any  nuschiefs  which  experience 
may  prove  to  result  from  the  defects  or  omissions  of  our 
present  act.  The  country  is  just  now  anxiously,  feverishly 
waiting  the  close  of  (Iris  protracted  and  most  interesting 
sesnon.  The  excitements  of  congressional  debate  have 
gradually  spread  through  the  whole  people.  We  are  hn. 
peratively  called  upon  to  end  our  deuDeratlon^  and  to 
present  to  our  constituents  the  great  work  upon  which  we 
have  been  engaj^d.  Let  us  submit  this  bill  to  their  scru- 
tiny and  operation.  Should  it  prove  unsatisfiictory  or  de< 
stnictive  in  any  part,  1  have  only  to  express  my  readiness, 
if  Providence,  tne  people,  and  my  own  free  will  permit 
me  agwn  to  participate  in  your  proceedings,  to  supply 
what  may  be  wanting,  or  to  rectiw  what  may  be  wrong. 

Mr.  CLAY  aak),  one  of  h'lschierobjections  to  the  course 
of  the  committee  wa%  that  they  had  given  way  before  it  was 
necessary.  The  Senate  could  have  insiated,  and  then,  if  the 
House  bad  determined  also  to  inust,  the  Senate  could  then 
hare  determined  either  to  recede  or  adhere.  He  stated 
that  much  stress  was  laid  on  the  change  in  the  value  of 
the  pound  sterling,  while  it  was  certain  that  sugar,  sail 
duck,  and  other  articles,  came  from  quarters  where  the 
pound  sterling  was  not  the  basis  of  calculation.  He  called 
ror  a  division  of  the  question. 

'Hie  question  waa  then  taken  on  receding  fVom  the 
amendment  inserting  aAer  the  words  "  Kendal  cottons,** 
the  words  **the  latter  weighing  not  leas  than  rixteen 
ounces  to  the  square  yard,"  and  determined  in  the  affir>. 
mative — yeas  38,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham* 
bera,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Frelinghuysen,  Orundy,  Uayne,  Hendricks,  HilC  Hcdme% 
Johnston,  Kane,  Kii%,  Mangiun,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore^ 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Uobinson,  Silsbee,  Smitb,  Spriguc* 
Taxeweil,  Tipton,  Tomliiison,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster, 
White,  Wilkins  S8. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  Ewing,  Foot,  Knight, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Waggaman. — 10. 

The  qtlestion  then  was  on  receding  from  the  amend* 
ment  raising  the  duty  on  ulver  and  plated  wire  from  fin 
to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  tiieir  next  amendment, 
raiung  the  duty  on  japaimed  saddlery  from  ten  to  twen^* 
fiveper  cent.,  without  a  division.  ^ 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  their  next  ameadmen^ 
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duuipnf  the  duty  on  wSX  duck— ryeu  34,  nays  14,  as  fol- 
Iowa: 

YEAS. — Me«n.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dal- 
las Dickenon,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Foot,  Pnnyth,  Frelinf^iiy- 
Mn,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Johnston,  Kane, 
King,  Knignt,  Man^m,  Harcy.  Hilter,  Moore,  Pcuitdez- 
ter,  Biibinson,  Bibbee,  Spr^;ue,  Tazevel),  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Troup,  Tyla,  White,  Wilkins.— 34. 

MATS. — Means.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Holmes,  Naudaln,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Rugglea,  Seymour, 
Sniith,  Wagi^Binaiv  Webster.— 14. 

The  queation  was  next  taken  on  receding  from  the 
aaicndroeiit  mcreaaing  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  to  four 
cents  inslcaid  of  three  and  a  half  per  aquare  yard,  and 
decided  ID  the  aflirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Meaan.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brovn,  Bnckner,  Dal- 
las Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forqrth,  Grandy,  Hayne, 
Hcndriek*^  Hill,  Kane,  King.  Mangum,  Mangr,  Mller, 
Moore,  Poindexicr,  Bobinaon,  Sihbee,  Smith,  Tazewell, 
Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 39. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Chamben,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Foot,  Prelingtuiysrn,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kniglit,  Nau- 
dain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Kiiggles,  i<eyroour,  Sprague, 
Torolioson,  Waggaman,  Webster.— 19. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receding  from  the 
■mendment  inereasii^  the  duly  on  brosm  sugar  from  two 
and  a  half  to  three  cents  per  pound,  and  decided  in  the 
•finMtire— ycas33,  n»y%  XS,  aafiillowst 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buekner, 
Charobera,  Dal  Us,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Eltia,  Forsyth, 
Freltnghnyaeo,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendrtcks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Knight,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Muore,  Potitdez- 
tcr.  Bobbins,  SilsbM,  Smith,  Sprague,  Taaewell,  Tipton, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.->33. 

MAYS.— Bell,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hohnea, 
Johraloil»  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buf^les,  Seymour, 
TomliMOi^  Warguaan,  Webster.— 15. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  the  amendment  increas- 
ing the  duty  on  aUtei  &om  twen^-£ve  to  thirQ^-fiTe  per 
cent,  ad  ralorem,  by  the  following  rote: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bnckner, 
Chambers,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Swing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Freiinglmj-Ben,  Orumty,  Hayne, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight, 
Msngumt  Mai^,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Bobinaon,  Silabee,  Smith,  Spragtie,  Tazewell,  Tipton, 
Tomlinsoh,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkina. — 41. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  BunHei,  Sey- 
mour, Waggaman,  Webster. — 7. 

The  Senate  then  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
to  its  amendment  with  respect  to  carpeting,  by  inserting 
the  word  "common.** 

Mr.  WILKINS  here  made  some  remarka  in  further  ex- 
planation of  hia  course.  He  said,  when  he  moved  the 
•onfercnce,  some  iHsattiafacUon  was  expressed  that  the 
noticm  should  be  made  by  any  but  a  member  of  the  com- 
nittee.  He  didnetmake  tiie  motion  with  any  view  to  put 
bimaelf  forward,  or  to  become  a  member  of  the  conv 
inittee  of  conft;rence.  He  btflieved  the  Senate  would  <lo 
Um  the  justice  to  admit  Uut,  since  he  had  been  a  member 
of  this  body,  he  had  e]diibited  no  deau«  to  thrust  himself 
fiirward  in  it.  Some  of  the  remarki  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  MaMMduiHttf  aeemed  to  be  intended  la  larcaatic. 
That  gentleman  bad  examiied  aiirpriae  that  the  interests 
of  manufiMturer  'trusted  to  one  who  had 

taken  no  promt  ■tCf  ^■^^  v**  not  a  mem- 

ber rf  the  com  charge  of  the  wbjept 

But,  at  tiiii  *  principles  had 

been  settled,  I  w*»fed.  and  m  every 

«we  an  qwnk  I  eiprejaed.   !  here 

take  OGCuUm  from  Massachusetts, 

that  I  have  b(  manofiietures. 


bill  had  passed  the  House  of  BeprraentatiTes  by  the  un- 
paralleled vote  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  to  axty-fire, 
in  which  the  adversaries  and  friends  of  the  protecti»e  sys- 
tem had  uiutcd.  The  friends  oS  the  system,  he  befieved, 
by  attempting  to  obtain  a  more  advantageous  bill,  incur- 
red the  hazard  of  losing  the  bill  entirely.  This  state  of 
tbii^  he  had  not  lost  sight  of.  To  show  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  sarcasm,  and  no  ground  far  the  amaacnf  nt 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  in  his  mual  idle  strsti^ 
had  indulged  in,  he  would  state  that,  after  the  appmntmrsl 
of  the  committee,  he  met  the  Senator  from  South  Cartons 
in  the  committee  tooia,  and,  in  conversation,  tokl  him  that, 
for  his  guidance  in  thia  business,  he  had  chalked  out  a 
course,  from  which  he  should  not  depart — a  course  not 
governed  by  any  particular  incident,  but  aettled  in  rrfer- 
ence  to  the  existing  state  of  the  question.  He  might  han 
been  wrong,  but  he  entered  upon  the  duties  6[  Uie  com- 
mittee detenidned  to  do  the  best  he  could  to  settle  this 
question.  The  country  called  for  sn  adjustment  sf  the 
question,  and,  to  procure  it,  he"  had  deteraiined  to  y\tid 
every  thing  but  the  woollens.  So  fiir  as  tlie  Senate  had 
gnne  with  the  amendments,  they  had  sanctioned  his 
course,  by  agreeing  to  recede.  The  report  of  the 
committee,  so  far,  had  been  fully  sustuned.  As  long  as 
there  was  any  chance  to  get  the  additional  duty  on  woot 
lens,  I  held  out  for  it.  In  no  case  did  I  vote  to  adhere, 
except  in  repird  to  woollens.  The  Senator  from  Soolh 
CaroHna  moved  to  recede,  and  I  went  with  him.  The 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  did  not,  at  first,  but  ultimately 
he  yielded.  The  House,  by  an  unparalleled  majori^, 
had  agreed  to  fix  the  duty  on  woollens  at  fifty  per 
cent.  When  the  bill  was  in  the  Senate,  I  voted  with  the 
Comnuttee  on  Hanu&ctures  to  increase  the  duty  on  wool- 
lens. I  voted  for  the  minimum,  and  for  die  six^  ptf 
cent,  and  I  voted  for  the  fifty-seven  per  cent.  It  was 
but  a  little  increase,  as  he  had  before  sud;  but,  for  vot- 
ing for  tbia  little,  I  have  been  denounced  in  language 
which  1  never  wish  to  hear  in  the  Senate.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Mann&ctures  was  willing  to 
split  the  difference,  and  take  three  and  a  half  p<-r  cent. 
But  even  that  oould  not  be  obuined,  nor  could  fifty-tro 
per  cenL  be  got.  When  notiiing  waa  to  be  gained  ^ 
Imlding  out,  when  ve  had  gone  to  the  vety  vei^,  I }  ieU- 
ed.  It  is  now  for  the  Senate  to  aay  whether  I  waa  t^t 
or  wrong.  Before  I  determined  to  ^ve  up  this  amend- 
ment, I  consulted  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  who  as- 
sented to  its  abandonment.  If  I  have  gone  wro'i^,  1  bare 
gone  in  good  company.  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  show  that 
the  prompt  pay  of  duties,  the  valuation  of  the  pound 
sterling,  and  other  provinona  of  the  bill,  affurded  some 
equivalent  for  tbe  reduction  of  the  woollen  duty.  The 
bill  affbrded,  he  thought,  a  reasonable  protection  to  tbe 
woollens  manuftcturer.  He  put  this  case:  an  Ei^isfa 
manii&ctiirer  sends  one  hundred  yards  t^  cloth,  worth 
one  hundred  doltais,  to  New  York,  at  a  conaidetvble  ex-  | 
pense  for  freight,  insurance,  8tc.  The  Americ&n  manu- 
facturer meets  it  there  with  one  hundred  yards  of  hii  ■ 
cloth,  woi-th  also  one  hundred  dollars.  Before  theygn  ' 
into  the  market  for  purchasers,  the  Government  interfere^ 
and  takes,  by  way  of  protecting  the  American  mami&c-  | 
tum>,  fif^  yards  of  the  doth  belonging  to  the  EngTiA  . 
manufacturers.  Was  this  a  suAdent  amount  of  pnrtec-  j 
tion?  He  did  not  pretend  to  sav  tlut  it  waa.  But  it  wtt  i 
all  that  could  be  got  now.  Aftxr  the  conference  vaa  j 
over,  I  remarked  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  { 
that  we  died  hard.  We  had  endeavored  to  get  all  we 
could;  and  i  mentioned  that  1  was  the  more  content  with 
the  duty  on  woollens  fixed  by  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  a 
gentleman  of  great  experience  in  the  wodlen  maoubc- 
Uire  had  informed  me,  by  letter  recnved  xYaX  day,  that,  in 
hit  opinion,  tfty  per  cent.-  was  an  adequate  protectim^ 
taken  together  with  the  other  provisions  of  tbe  bill.  Tbe 
.«>iter  ttf  this  letter  is  a  citiien  of  Pennsylvanis.  who 
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thoroug^ily  understood  the  subject,  knd  was  formerly  the 
chairman  of  tiie  Committe«  on  Manufactures  in  the  other 
Houp.  The  Senate  will  recollect  that  there  was  no 
amendment  as  to  ir<m  adopted  here,  and  that  the  iron 
duties  did  not  come  undtf  the  notice  of  the  eommtttee  of 
conferenee.  ^oii|^  the  duty  on  that  article  was  eon- 
■derably  reduced,  he  acquiesced  in  its  reduction.  It  had 
been  asked,  in  a  re(>roBcbful  tone,  why  sugar  had  been 
•elected  as  one  of  the  tubjecta  (if  surrender.  He  would 
Bubmitittothe  Senator  from  Loiiinana  [Mr.  Joustoh] 
whether  that  interest  was  sacrificed  by  the  bill.  The 
committee  bad  no  hostility  to  that  interest,  but  they  could 
not  have  preserved  the  amendment,  without  loains  the 
bUI. 

Mr.  HOLMES  mA  he  had  not  an^  idol  ttnt  he  knew  of. 
Almost  every  man,  though,  had  bis  idol.  The  Senator 
from  Pennq'Ivania  might  have  an  idol  in  the  office  for 
which  he  was  a  candidate,  and  to  that  idol  he  might  have 
•acrificed  the  woollens  interest.  He  had  nothing  himself 
wherewith  to  amuae  the  Senate,  and  he  had  only  alluded 
to  the.  amusing  description  given  by  the  Senator  from 
Sooth  Carolina  of  the  course  erf'  hit  c<^eagues  in  the  com- 
inittee.  The  Senator  from  Pennqrlvama  supported  the 
woollen*  duty  with  all  his  and  pve  it  up.  He 

confesKd  he  diriiked  the  compodtion  of  this  committee. 
One  member  was  uhra^nti-tarifl't  another  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Presdency;  and  the  third  was  an  atd  baclie* 
lor,  who  csred  nothing  for  posteri^,  whereat  we,  ar,  are 
legislating  for  posterity. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked  that  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
^Ivania  nut  hara  dettred  to  be  a  member  of  the  fmn> 
inttee  of  conference,  as  he  could  not  have  expected  to 
be  treated  with  so  much  extraor^nary  cUweapcct  aa  not 
to  be  pat  on  the  committee  raised  on  hu  own  motion. 
When  he  came  into  the  Senate  chamber,  he  found  that 
the  motion  had  been  made.  He  said  it  was  an  extraor- 
dinary motion  for  a  gentleman  to  make,  who,  during  the 
progrAt  of  the  bill,  had  taken  no  interest  in  it.  But  1 
concurred  in  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  tuppoa- 
b^p  that  they  would,  in  cwiference,  act  as  the  advorates 
of  the  views  of  the  Senate.  As  I  said  before,  if  1  bad  su|»> 
posed  I  was  signing  a  power  ftf  attorney  to  authorize  the 
lurrender  of  the  points  contended  for  by  the  Senate,  ] 
would  have  wiU>held  my  viite.  If  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
cylrania  had  said  to  u^  as  he  now  says,  that  it  was  bia  in- 
tention to  give  up  nineteen  of  the  twenty  amendments  of 
the  Seiute,  and  die  bard  in  irivinr  up  the  twentieth, "the 
Senate  would  not  have  accredited  him  at  their  negotiator. 
"Hie  Senator  now  saya  that  his  course  it  taoetioned  by  the 
votes  of  the  Senate.  Can  a  balanced  Senate  oppose  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference^  Why  are  the 
Senate's  amendmentx  receded  from^  Because  they  have 
BO  longer  the  aid  of  the  gentleman's  vote.  If  fifty-seven 
per  cent,  was  little  to  receive,  it  was  little  to  part  with, 
arpies  the  gentleman.  Non  aequHur.  If  fifty  per  cent, 
brings  it  to  a  balance,  the  addition  of  seven  per  cent,  will 
turn  the  scale.  The  Senator  had  tpofcen^  the  unparallel- 
ed vote  by  which  the  House  passed  the  bill,  buthc  thought 
nothing  of  the  vote  by  which  tfte  amendments  passed  the 
Senate.  The  bill,  as  amended,  passed  the  Senate  by  a 
vote  uf  32  to  16.  The  whole  majority  in  the  other  House, 
against  the  additional  duty  on  woollena  of  seven  per  cent, 
was,  as  he  had  been  informed,  only  six  or  seven  votes. 
Still  the  Senator  aayi  he  died  hard.  I  will  not  say  it  was 
a  di^ionorable  deau,  but  1  do  say  it  was  a  bloodless  one. 

Mr.  HAVNE  sud  this  wat  a  small  matto-.  A  different 
eourae  would  have  led  to  an  irreconcilable  dingreeinent. 

The  Senate  then  receded  firom  their  amenmnenti  in- 
crearing  the  duty  on  woollens  from  fifty  to  fifty-teven  per 
cent. — ^yeas  29,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dal- 
las. Uickerson,  Dudley,  EUis^  Ftwqrth,  Grundy,  Haync, 
Sendrick%  BUI,  Kane,         Kiught,  M■llylll^  Uaxtj, 


Miller,  Moore,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  "ntzewell, 
"Hpton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 29. 

NAYS.^Hessrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Naudain,  Pren- 
tiss, Robbina,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee*  Spngue,  Tom- 
linson,  Waggaman,  Webster.— 19. 

The  amendments  having  been  gone  through, 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions so  to  amend  it,  as  to  provide  fur  a  qrttem  of  ad  valo- 
rem duties,  so  arranged  at  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  country. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  such  a  motion  could 
not  be  received,  as  the  Senate  must  now  be  confined  to 
its  action  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  rote.  It  wit  not  Ut  inten- 
tion, he  said,  to  go  into  any  details,  but  to  renew  the  mo- 
tion for  indefinite  postponement.  He  felt  tiial  if  he  were 
to  vote  for  the  bill,  he  would  he  conceding  a  power  to 
Congress  to  lay  taxes  on  the  country  fijr  cMher  purposes 
than  revenue— a  power  which  he  denied  they  poasesaed, 
other  than  that  for  the  payment  of  their  debts.  Were  he 
to  vote  lor  the  bill,  he  should  cimttder  himself  committed 
to  the  princi|ile,  thoiu^  ether  geatlcmen  Imd  ezpreited 
a  different  opinion.  But  what  was  this  bill'  It  kept  up 
the  duties  on  the  protected  articlest  was  oppressive  m  the 
extreme  on  the  raw  material.  [The  CHAIR  requested  the 
Senator  would  confine  himself  to  the  question.]  It  was  hia 
intention,  Mr.  P.  resumed,  to  record  his  opinion  of  the 
measure  at  a  prior  stage,  but  no  fitting  opportunity  bad 
presented  itadf,  and  £e  would  merely  now  say  that  he 
consittered  the  present  bill,  from  tlic  inequality  of  ita 
operation,  wone  than  tiie  bill  of  abominations  of  1838. 
He  woukl  conform  to  tlie  wisli  of  the  Chair,  and  would 
now  move  tiiat  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  HAYNE  asked  for  the  yeas  anil  nays. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  would  vote  against  the  metion, 
and  so  Ux  nnction  the  present  bill,  but  it  was  necetsary 
for  biro  to  state  the  grounds  of  hia  vote.  Atthot^  the 
iHinei|de  of  protection  waa  embraced  in  thii  bill  for  which 
be  waa  about  to  vote,  ^et  is  he  hereafter  to  be  committed 
in  fiivor  of  the  principle  >  He  hoped  not.  Defeat  the 
preaentbill,  and  what  would  be  the  consequence?  We 
would  have  the  existing  tariff,  without  any  reduction. 
The  present  meaaure  was  a  modification  of  it,  so  fiir  as  it 
wentf  and  he  would  vote  for  getting  rid  of  so  much  of  the 
abominable  bill  of  18*28.  It-was  not  a  question  of  protec- 
tion, but  of  mluction  t>f  the  burdens  of  the  people;  and 
he  would  continue  the  uocomprominng,  incessant  enemy 
of  the  system,  till  it  waa  totally  abrogated  by  Congress. 

Mr.  FOOl'  said  he  bad  once  voted  for  the  indefinite 
peatponement  of  this  bill,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
fVom  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Biu;]  but  nnce  we  are  call- 
ed to  record  our  votes  agun  on  a  similar  motion,  and  hs 
vote  would  now  be  recorded  against  it,  he  felt  it  due  to 
himself  to  ezphun  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  give 
a  {Afferent  vote  at  this  time.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  there  ia 
not  a  Senator  on  thta  floor  more  ^poaed  than  myself  to 
make  any  reatcmable  sacrifice  for  the  preaervaticm  die 
peace  and  barmeny  of  this  confederacy;  to  relieve  any 
portion  from  unreasonable  or  unequal  faurdeost  to  ende»> 
vor  to  allay  any  unfortunate  excitement  produced  even 
by  nustaken  notions  of  inequality  in  tiie  operation  uf  any 
of  our  laws.  On  thia  ground,  and  on  tiiis  alone,  was  my 
vote  recorded  in  fiivor  of  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Se- 
nate. And  after  the  repealed  declaration  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Haihx,]  and  the  Senator  ham 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Kiiro,]  and  others,  that  this  bill  would  afr 
ford  no  relief,  but  was  msa^  obnoxious  than  even  the  act 
of  IffitS;  so  often  called  the  "bill  of  abominations,"  I  wat 
disposed  to  unite  with  them  in  rejecting  it.  But,  nr,  in 
this  vote  they  did  not  unite. 

To  me  thia  bill  baa  no  charms.  Peibapt  there  la  not  a 
angle  State  iatbit  Union  wb'wh  mil  be  more,  if  aenuc^ 
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ehM^luif  tile  du^  on  hU  duok-*yeu  34^  iwyi  14,  u  fbl- 
Iowa: 

YEAS. — McMTB.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dal- 
laa,  Dickenon,  Dudley,  EUii>  Foot,  Fonyth,  Frelingfaiiy- 
■cn,  Grundy,  HMyne«  Hend^k%  WW,  Johiuton,  Kane, 
Kmg,  Kmgfit,  lUnpum,  Marcy,  Hiller,  Moore,  Pmndez- 
ter,  BdbinMHit  SiWiM,  9pra^,  Tazewell,  Upton,  ToiR' 
liiMon,  Troop,  Tyler,  White,  Wdkins.-^4. 

NAYS — MeMH.  Bell,  Chamben,  CUy,  Cliyton,  Ewit^, 
Holmea,  Naudun,  Prentiss,  Rubbing  BUigglei,  Seymour, 
Bmith,  Wa^^unan,  Webster.— 14. 

The  quentkm  was  next  taken  on  receding  from  the 
UBendnent  increaMng  the  duty  on  cotton  biding  to  four 
oenti  initead  of  three  and  a  half  per  iquare  )ni]fd,  and 
deeidedin  die  aflirmaiive,  u  foDowt: 

YEA9. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bnekner,  Dal- 
las, Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Onindy,  Hayne, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King-,  Manfrum,  Marcy,  Huler, 
Moore,  PCHndexter,  Robinaon,  Silsbee.  Smith,  Tazewell, 
Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 29. 

NAYS. — MeMTS.  Bell,  Chambers,  CUy,  Clayton,  Bwinff. 
Foot,  Prclij^uysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kni^lit,  Nau- 
dain,  Pmitis%  Bobbins,  Rug(^e%  Seymour,  Sptague, 
Toinlinson,  Wagganuui,  Webster. — 19. 

Ttie  question  was  then  taken  on  recedin^f  from  the 
amendment  inereaaing"  the  duty  on  brown  suf^r  from  two 
and  a  half  to  three  cents  per  pound,  and  deckled  in  the 
affirmatire — yeas33,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Chambers,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Freliofh^'sen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hcndricksi  Hill,  Kane, 
Kkifc  Kiright,  Han^m,  Hsrcy,  Hiller,  Moore,  Poiwlex- 
ter.  Bobbins,  Stbbect  Smith,  Bprajnie,  Taaewell,  Tipton, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkina.— 33. 

NAYS — Bell,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewinp,  Foot,  Holmet, 
Johnston,  Naudatn,  Prentiss,  Rubbins,  Ihiggles,  Seymour, 
Tomlinaon,  Wamman,  Wcbuer.— 15. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  the  smettdment  increas- 
ing the  duty  on  slates  from  twen^-five  to  thb^-£Te  per 
cent,  ad  raforem,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Cbamberih  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Bwing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelingliuysen,  Onindy,  Hsyne, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight, 
Man  gum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Bobinaon,  SOsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton, 
Tomlinsoh,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 41. 

NAYS — Messrs.  CUy,  Prentiss,  BoUnns,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Waggaman,  Webster.— 7- 

The  Senate  then  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
to  Ha  amatMbnciit  with  respect  to  carpeting,  by  inserting 
theword  •'common." 

Mr.  WILKINS  here  made  some  remarks  in  further  ex- 
phnation  of  hia  course.  He  said,  when  he  raoTed  the 
•onference,  some  disattiafaction  was  expressed  that  the 
notion  should  be  made  by  any  but  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  make  tiie  motion  with  any  view  to  put 
himself  forward,  or  to  become  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  eonference.  He  befieTed  the  Senate  would  do 
Um  the  justice  to  adroit  that,  nnce  he  had  been  a  member 
of  this  body,  he  had  exhibited  no  desire  to  thrust  himself 
forward  in  it.  Some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  seemed  to  be  intended  ss  sarcastic. 
That  gentleman  bad  expressed  stirprise  that  the  interests 
of  manufacturers  shotifd  be  entrusted  to  one  who  had 
taken  no  prondnent  part  in  tite  debate,  and  was  not  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  committee  which  had  the  chaige  of  the  subjept 
Bu^  at  thia  sta^  of  the  business,  alV  the  principles  hsd 
been  settled,  the  rotea  had  been  declared,  and  m  every 
ease  an  opinion  had  been  formed  and  expressed.  1  here 
take  occasion  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
ftat  I  have  been  umform  in  my  support  of  manofiictures, 
and  I  MVer  Taiied  in  my  eoune  in  r^ard  to  them.  This 


bill  hsd  passed  the  House  of  Bepresentativet  by  the  un- 
panlleled  vote  of  one  hundred  andthirty-twoto  nxly-fire, 
in  which  the  adversaries  and  friends  of  the  protedire  tn> 
tem  had  united.  The  friends  of  the  system,  he  beKcTcd, 
by  altenipting  to  obtain  a  more  advsntageoiu  bill,  mcai- 
red  the  hazard  of  losing  the  bill  entirely.  ThiiKtitetJ 
thii^  he  had  not  lost  kght  of.  To  show  that  thm  *m 
no  ground  for  sarcasm,  and  no  ground  for  the  unasennt 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  in  his  onia)  idk  tlnii^ 
hsd  indulged  in,  he  would  state  that,  sfter  the spixHntnKal 
of  the  committee,  he  met  the  Senator  from  South  CirofiM 
in  the  committee  room,  and,  in  conversation,  told  him  tint, 
fur  hia  guidance  in  thia  buaineas,  he  had  chalked  out  i 
coune,  from  which  he  riiould  not  depart— a  canne  net 
governed  by  any  particular  incident,  but  settled  in  rrfe^ 
ence  to  the  existing  state  of  thequestion.  Heaugtrthin 
been  wrong,  but  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Uiecooh 
mittee  determined  to  do  the  best  he  ceiild  to  settle  tlui 
question.  I'he  country  called  for  an  adjustment  of  the 
question,  and,  to  procure  it,  he'  had  delennined  to  jfitU 
every  thing  but  the  woollens.  So  fiirss  tlie  Senite  hxl 
gone  with  the  amendments,  they  hsd  sanetioned  hii 
course,  by  agreeing  to  recede.  The  report  of  Ac 
committee,  so  far,  SmI  been  fully  sustained.  As  looj^tf 
there  was  any  chance  to  get  the  additional  duty  on  vod- 
leas,  I  held  out  for  it.  In  no  case  did  I  vote  to  adhnt, 
except  in  regard  to  wwillens.  The  Semtor  lR»n  Sooth 
Carolina  moved  to  recede,  and  I  went  irith  him.  Tht 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  did  not,  at  first,  but  ultiinitelf 
he  yielded.  The  House,  by  an  uiipsralleled  mjorHj, 
had  agreed  to  fix  the  duty  on  woollens  at  fifty  pa 
cent.  Wlien  the  hill  was  in'  the  Senate,  I  voted  vilh  tbe 
Comodttee  on  Manufiwtures  to  increase  the  duty  on  woot- 
lens.  I  voted  for  the  minimum,  and  fur  the  mXy  per 
cent.,  and  1  voted  Sot  the  fifty-seven  per  cent.  It  m 
but  a  little  increase,  as  he  had  before  said;  but,  fw  ni- 
ing  for  this  little,  I  have  been  denounced  in  Ungi»ie 
which  I  never  wish  to  hear  in  the  Senate.  The  cbxr- 
m»n  of  the  Committee  on  Mannfactures  was  villin;  to 
^lit  the  ^fference,  and  take  three  and  a  half  frr  etnt 
But  even  that  could  not  be  obtained,  nor  could  6fty-tvii 
per  cent,  be  got,  When  nothing  was  to  be  gained  bf 
holding  out,  when  we  had  gone  to  the  very  verge,  I)!*!* 
ed.  It  is  now  for  the  Senate  to  say  whether  1  »i»  nft^ 
or  wrong.  Before  I  determined  to  give  up  thii  imeiid- 
ment,  I  consulted  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  whois- 
sentedto  its  abandonment.  If  1  have  gone  wro'n);,  IbiTe 
gone  in  good  company.  Mr.  W.  went  on  tosliowthit 
the  prompt  pay  of  duties,  the  valuation  of  the  pound 
sterling,  and  other  provinons  of  the  bill,  afforded  tmt 
equivalent  for  the  reduction  of  the  woollen  duty.  The 
biH  afforded,  he  though^  a  reasonable  protection  to 
woollens  manufiicturer.  He  put  this  case:  an  Engltf'i 
manuGwtiirer  sends  one  hundred  yards  of  cloth,  voi^ 
one  hundred  dollan,  to  New  York,  at  a  consdenble ei- 
pense  for  freight,  insurance,  ttc.  The  American  n»nii- 
facturer  meeu  it  there  wiUi  one  hundred  yard*  of  li» 
cloth,  worth  also  one  hundred  dollars.  Before  they  go 
into  the  market  for  purdiasers,  the  GovemmeTit 
and  takes,  by  way  of  protecting  the  American  nwminc- 
turer,  fifty  yards  of  the  cloth  belonging  to  the  Engndi 
manufacturers.  Was  this  a  sufficient  sroouni  of 
tion }  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  it  was.  But  it  m 
all  that  could  be  got  now.  After  the  conference  »« 
over,  I  remarked  to  the  Senator  from  South  Csrolw. 
that  we  died  hard.  We  had  endeavored  to  get 
coiildi  and  I  mentioned  that  1  was  the  more  contents" 
the  duty  on  woollens  fixed  by  the  bill,  inasmudi  u  * 
gentleman  of  great  experience  in  the  woollen  mamino 
ture  had  infonned  me,  by  letter  received  that  day,  thit, « 
his  opinion,  fifty  per  cent.-  was  an  adequate  protecwn, 
taken  together  with  the  odier  proviMons  of  tift  bill;  TW 
writer  of  ihi»  letter  i»  a  citizen  of  Penns)lr""»  ^'^ 
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thoroughly  undentood  the  Mbjcct,  uid  «u  fiinneriy  the 
chwrrmn  of  the  Committee  on  Manu&cturet  in  the  other 
Hou^.  The  Senate  will  recollect  that  there  was  no 
amendment  as  to  iron  adopted  here,  and  that  the  iron 
duties  did  not  come  under  the  notice  of  the  committee  of 
conference.  Though  the  duty  on  that  article  was  con- 
siderably reduced,  be  acquiesced  in  its  reduction.  It  had 
been  askedf  in  a  reproachful  tone*  why  sugar  had  been 
■elected  as  one  of  the  iulnects  tif  nirrender.  He  would 
submit  it  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Jobitstoii] 
whether  that  interest  was  sacnficed  by  the  bill.  The 
committee  had  no  hostility  to  that  interest,  but  the^  could 
not  bsTe  preserved  the  amendment,  without  losing  tlie 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  not  an;  tdol  Aat  he  knew  of. 
Almost  evenr  nan,  though,  bad  hw  idol.  Tho  Senator 
fiwD  PcnnqrWania  might  have  an  idol  in  the  office  for 
which  he  was  a  candidate,  and  to  that  idol  he  mi^t  have 
ncnfic^d  the  woollens  interest  He  had  nothing  himself 
wherewith  to  ai&use  the  Senate,  and  he  had  only  alluded 
to  the.  amusing  description  given  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Cartdina  of  the  course  of  his  colleagues  in  the  com- 
mittee. Tlie  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  supported  the 
woollens  thity  with  all  his  nug^t,  and  gave  it  up.  He 
eonfcssed  be  disTilced  eom|Maition  of  tMs  eommittn. 
One  member  was  ultra^nti-tanft't  anotiter  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Preaidencyt  and  the  third  was  an  old  bMlie> 
lor,  who  cared  nothing  for  posterity,  whereas  we,  nr,  are 
legislating  for  posterity. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked  that  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
^Ivania  must  have  desired  to  be  a  member  of  the  com> 
nittee  of  conference,  as  he  could  not  have  expected  to 
be  treated  with  so  much  exttsordinary  disrespect  as  not 
to  be  nut  on  the  committee  raised  on  Us  own  motion. 
When  he  came  into  the  Senate  chamber,  he  found  that 
the  motion  had  been  made.  He  said  it  was  an  extraor^ 
dinary  motion  for  a  gentleman  to  make,  who,  during  the 
progrAs  of  the  bill,  had  taken  no  interest  in  it  But  1 
concurred  in  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  suppos- 
ing that  they  would,  in  conference,  act  as  the  advocates 
of  the  views  of  the  Senate.  As  I  said  before,  if  1  had  sup- 
posed I  wassigning  a  power  of  attorney  to  authorise  the 
airrender  of  the  pants  contended  fiMr  by  the  Senate,  I 
would  have  withheld  my  vote.  Ifthe  Senator  from  Perin- 
^Ivania  bad  said  to  us,  as  he  now  says,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  give  up  nineteen  of  the  twenty  amendmenu  of 
the  Senate,  and  die  hard  in  giving  up  the  twentieth, 'the 
Senate  would  not  have  accredited  him  as  their  negotiator. 
Hie  Senator  now  says  that  his  course  is  sanctioned  by  the 
TOtes  of  the  Senate.  Can  a  balanced  Senate  oppose  the 
report  of  the  comnuttee  of  conference?  Why  are  the 
Senate's  amendments  receded  frwn?  Because  they  have 
no  longer  Oie  lud  of  the  gentleman's  vote.  If  fif^-seven 
per  cent  was  little  to  receive,  it  was  little  to  part  with, 
argues  the  gentleman.  Nantequitw.  If  flfly  per  cent, 
bnngs  it  to  a  balance,  the  addition  of  seven  per  cent,  will 
turn  the  scale.  The  Senator  had  spoken  of  the  unparallel- 
ed vote  by  which  the  House  passed  the  bill,  but  he  thought 
notlung  of  the  vote  by  which  the  amendments  passed  the 
Senate.  The  lull,  u  amended,  passed  the  Senate  by  a 
rote  of  33  to  16.  ^The  wbirfe  majmity  in  the  other  House, 
against  the  additional  duty  on  woolletw  seven  per  cent 
was,  as  he  had  been  informed,  only  six  or  seven  votes. 
Still  the  Senator  says  he  died  hard.  I  will  not  say  it  was 
a  dishonorable  death,  but  I  do  say  it  was  a  bloodless  one. 

Mr.  HAYNE  SMd  this  was  a  small  matter.  A  different 
eourse  would  have  led  to  an  itreconcilable  ^sagreement. 

The  Senate  then  receded  frmn  their  Mnendment,  in- 
creasing the  duty  on  woollens  from  fifly  to  fifty-seven  per 
cent.— yeas  29,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Mesm.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Budcner,  X>al. 
las,  Uicfceieon,  Dudley,  EUii,  Fcmgrth,  Grundy,  Haync, 
Sendricfc^  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Kidght,  Maognm,  Itanf, 


Miller,  Moore,  Poindezter,  Robinson,  Sm'rtb,  Tazewel^ 
Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilklns — 29. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Chsmbers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Kwing, 
Foot,  Frelinghuyaen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Naudain,  Pren> 
tisB,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Spragtie,  Tom- 
linson,  Wa^aman,  Webster. — 19. 

The  amendoDents  having  been  gone  through, 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tlons  so  to  amend  it,  as  to  provide  for  a  ^ttem  ad  valo- 
rem duties,  so  arranged  as  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  country. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  such  a  motion  could 
not  be  received,  as  the  Senate  must  now  be  confined  to 
its  action  on  the  disagreeing  votea  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  POINDEXTBR  then  rose.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion, he  said,  to  go  into  any  details^  hut  to  renew  tlie  mo- 
tion tot  indcfitute  postponement  He  ft;lt  that  if  he  were 
to  vote  tar  the  bill,  he  would  be  conceding  a  power  to 
Coi^ircss  to  lay  taxes  on  the  country  for  otner  pitrposet 
than  revenue — a  power  which  he  denied  they  possessed, 
other  thaii  tliat  for  the  payment  of  their  debts.  Were  he 
to  vote  for  the  bill,  he  should  conMder  himself  committed 
to  the  ptinciple,  though  other  gentlemen  had  expressed 
a  different  opinion.  But  what  was  this  bill'  It  kept  up 
the  duties  cm  the  protected  articles)  was  oppressive  m  the 
extreme  on  the  nw  material.  [The  CHAIR  requested  the 
Senatorwouldconfinehimsetfto  the  question.]  Itwaahia 
intention,  Mr.  P.  resumed,  to  record  his  opinion  of  the 
measure  at  a  prior  stage,  but  no  fitting  opportunity  had 
presented  itself,  and  he  would  merely  now  say  that  he 
conaidered  the  present  bill,  from  tiie  inequality  of  its 
operation,  worn  than  tlie  bill  of  abominations  of  1838. 
Be  would  conform  to  the  wish  of  the  Chair,  and  would 
now  move  that  the  bill  be  indefiiutely  poatponed. 
i    Mr.  HAYNE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  ssid  he  would  vote  i^inat  the  metioi^ 
and  so  far  sanction  the  present  bill,  but  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  vote.  Although  the 
principle  of  protection  waa  embraced  in  this  bill  for  which 
he  wss  about  to  vote,  yet  is  he  hereafter  to  be  committed 
in  favor  of  the  principled  He  hoped  not.  Defeat  the 
present  bill,  and  wltat  would  be  the  consequence.'  We 
would  have  the  cxistii^  tariff,  without  any  reduetion* 
Hie  present  measure  was  a  modttcation  of  so  fiir  as  it 
went;  and  he  would  vote  for  getting  rid  of  to  much  of  the 
abominable  bill  of  1838.  It-was  not  a  question  of  protec- 
tion, but  of  reduction  of  the  burdens  of  the  people;  and 
he  would  continue  the  uncomprominng,  incessant  enemy 
of  the  system,  till  it  was  totally  abrogated  by  Congress. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  had  once  voted  for  the  indefinite 

fiostponement  of  this  bill,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senatw 
rom  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Bxui]  but  nnce  we  are  call- 
ed to  record  our  votes  again  on  a  similar  motion,  and  hie 
vote  would  now  be  recorded  against  it,  he  felt  it  due  to 
himself  to  explain  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  give 
a  different  vote  at  this  time.  Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  there  is 
not  a  Senator  on  this  floor  more  disposed  than  myself  to 
make  any  reaaonable  sacrifice  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  hanneny  of  this  confedeneyi  to  reUeve  any 
pwtion  from  unreasonable  or  unequal  burdens)  to  ende»- 
vorto  allay  any  unfortunate  excitement  produced  even 
by  mistaken  notions  of  inequali^  in  the  operation  uf  any 
of  our  laws.  On  this  ground,  and  on  this  alone,  waa  my 
vote  recorded  in  fiivor  of  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Se- 
nate. And  after  the  repeated  declaration  of  the  Senator 
fVom  South  Carolina,  [Ur.  Haiitx,]  and  the  Senator  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Emo,]  and  others  that  tlus  bill  would  at 
ford  no  relief,  hut  was  more  obnomoua  than  even  the  act 
uf  1838,  so  often  called  the  **  bill  of^ominalions"  I  was 
disposed  to  unite  with  them  in  rejecting  it.  But,  air,  to 
this  vote  they  did  not  unite. 

Tome  this  bill  has  no  charms.  Pertups  there  la  not  a 
angle  State  in  tlus  Union  which  iriU  be  nmre,  if  as  much. 
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bote  to  the  bank  the  tremfer  of  money  IVom  tbe  Weit  to 
the  EuL  Annihilate  the  bank  to-roorrow,  and  similar 
trantfera  of  capiul,  the  same  description  of  pccuniaTy 
operatkma,  must  be  continuedi  not  so  well,  Yt  is  true,  but 
perfonned  they  must  be,  ill  or  welU  under  any  state  of 
dreumstances- 

The  true  questions  are,  how  are  they  now  performed^ 
how  were  they  conducted  pritv  to  the  existence  of  the 
bank^  how  would  they  be  after  it  eeased>  I  can  tel)  you 
what  was  oar  coniUtion  before  the  bank  was  establimed; 
and,  as  I  reason  from  past  to  future  expefience,  under 
analogous  circumstances,  1  can  venture  to  predict  what  it 
will  probably  be  witlioutthe  bank. 

Before  the  establishnient  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
fttatei^  the  exchange  business  of  the  West  was  carried  on 
by  a  preroiom,  which  was  ^fenerally  paid  on  all  remit- 
tances to  the  East  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  The  ag> 
grcnteamoant  all  remittances,  throughout  the  whole 
dTaeoftheye«r,was*eryxreati  and,  instead  of  the  sum 
tiien  pud,  we  now  pay  hufptr  cent,  or  nothing,  if  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  used.  Pnor  to  the 
bank  we  were  without  tlie  capital  of  the  thirty  milfions 
which  that  institution  now  supplies,  stimulating  our  indus- 
try and  invigorating  our  enterprise.  In  Kentucky  we 
have  BO  specie-paying  bank,  scarcely  any  currency  other 
than  that  of  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  SUtes  and 
its  branches. 

How  is  the  West  to  pay  this  enormous  debt  of  thirty 
nullionsof  doHars?  It  is  impossible.  It  cannot  be  done. 
General  distress,  certain,  wide-spread,  inevitable  ruin, 
must  be  the  conBe<^aenc«s  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the 
pqinient.  Depression  in  the  value  of  all  properly,  she- 
luff's  sales  and  sacrifices — bankniptoy,  must  necessarily 
cnme;  and,  with  them,  relief  laws,  paper  money,  a  pros- 
tration of  the  courts  of  Justice,  evils  from  which  we  have 
just  emerged,  mutt  again,  with  dl  their  train  ofafflictioits, 
xevint  our  country.  But  it  is  aiwued  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Writi]  tliat  umilar  predictions 
were  made,  witliout  being  realized,  from  the  downfall  of 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  states.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
recollected  that  the  old  bank  did  not  possess  one-third  of 
the  capital  of  the  present)  that  it  had  but  one  office  west 
ef  thamoantaini^  whilst  the  present  has  nincj  and  tiiat  it 
had  Kttlt  or  no  debt  due  to  !t  in  that  quarter,  whilst  the 
preaent  bank  has  thirty  millions.  The  war.  too.  which 
rikortly  followed  the  down&ll  of  the  old  bank,  and  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  which  soon  fcdlowed  the  war, 
prevented  the  injury  apprehended  from  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  old  bxnk. 

The  same  gentlenwn  forther  argues  that  the  day  of  oay- 
ment  must  comet  and  he  a^s  when,  better  than  now?  Is 
it  to  be  indefinitely  postponed;  is  the  charter  of  tiie  pre- 
sent bank  to  be  perpetual?  Why.  Mr.  Preudent,  all 
things — Governments,  republics,  empires,  laws,  human 
> ^fe---doubtless  are  to  have  an  end;  but  shall  we  tiierefure 
accelerate  their  termination^  The  West  is  now  young, 
wants  capital,  and  its  vast  resources  needing  nourishment 
are  daiW  developing.  By  and  by,  it  will  accumulate 
wealth,  from  its  industiT  and  enterprise,  and  possess  its 
surplus  capital.  The  charter  is  not  made  perpetual,  be- 
cause it  in  wnuir  to  bind  posterity  perpetually.  At  the 
endof  thetann  Tinuted  for  its  renewal,  posterity  will  have 
the  power  of  determining  for  itself  whether  the  bank 
shall  tbenbe  wound  up,  or  prolonged  another  term.  And 
that  questiin)  may  be  decided,  as  it  now  ought  to  be,  by  a 
consideration  of  the  interests  of  all  parts  of  the  Vnion. 
Ibe  West  amonff  the  rest.  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the 
«ril  thereof. 

The  President  tells  us  that,  if  the  Executive  had  been 
called  upon  to  furnish  the  prttlcct  of  a  bank,  the  du^ 
would  bare  been  cheerfully  peitbnnedt  and  he  stateathat 
-a  bank,  cnnpetent  to  all  Uie  duties  which  may  be  requir> 
ed  by  the  GercnHBen^  might  be  so  organixed  ca  not  to 


infringe  on  our  own  delegated  powers,  or  the  rfsmcd 
rightsof  the  States.  The  President  is  a  co-ordinate  bnndi 
of  the  legislative  department.  As  such,  hills  wUch  bate 
passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  are  presented  to  him  Tor 
his  approval  or  rejection.  The  idea  of  goin^  to  the 
President  for  the  project  of  a  law,  is  totally  nev  in  the 
practice,  and  utterly  contrary  to  the  theory'  of  the  Go- 
vernment. What  should  we  think  of  tiie  Senste  csUif 
upon  the  Hotiae,  or  the  House  upon  the  Senate,  fir  ibe 
project  of  a  law?  * 

in  France,  the  King  possessed  the  initiative  of  tit  hvi, 
and  none  could  pass  without  its  having  been  prenraulf 
presented  to  one  of  the  Chambers  by  the  Crown,  thmiEti 
the  ministers.  Does  the  President  widi  to  intnxluce  ibt 
initiative  here'  Are  the  powers  of  recommendation,  ud 
that  of  veto,  not  sufficient^  Must  all  legislation,  in  iU 
commencement  and  in  its  termination,  concentrate  inlbe 
Prendent?  When  we  shall  have  reached  that  itilett 
thnngs,  the  election  and  annual  aesaiona  of  Congresivill 
be  a  useless  charge  upon  the  people,  and  the  whole  }m- 
ness  of  Government  naiy  be  economically  conducted  br 
ukases  and  decrees. 

Congress  does  sometimes  receive  the  suggestions  ui 
opinions  of  the  heads  of  departments,  as  to  new  b»L 
And.  at  the  commencement  of  tliis  searion,  in  faitwawl 
rcporti  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  stated  his  resMm 
at  large,  not  merely  m  favor  of  n  bank,  but  in  wpportrf 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  existing  hank.  Vbo 
could  have  believed  that  that  responsible  officer  wu  co» 
municaling  to  Congress  opinions  directly  adverw  to  tliM 
entertained  by  the  President  himself?  When  before  hu 
it  happened  that  the  head  of  a  department  recommend- 
ed the  passs^  of  a  law,  which,  being-  accordingly  piwd 
and  presented  to  the  President,  is  sitbjeetcd  to  hb  tftt' 
What  sort  of  a  bank  it  is,  with  a  prcnect  of  whidi  the 
Pjerident  would  have  deigned  to  furnish  Congresi^  irtbejf 
had  applied  to  him.  he  has  not  stated,  in  the  sbieBcew 
such  statement,  wecan  only  conjecture  tliatit  ishisfinni 
treasury  bank,  formerly  recommended  by  him,  from 
which  the  people  have  recoiled  with  the  instinctive  honot 
excited  by  the  approach  of  the  cholera. 

The  message  states  that  *'  an  investigation  unwUld^ 
conceded,  and  so  restricted  in  time  as  necessarily  to  nike 
it  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory,  discloses  enough  to  efr 
cite  suspicion  and  alarm."  Ai  diere  is  no  prospertoffte 
passage  of  this  bill,  the  President's  objections  notvith- 
standing,  by  a  constitutional  majority  of  two-thinh,  itMB 
never  reach  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  atm- 
bers  of  that  House,  and  especially  its  distinguished  chli^ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported 
the  bill,  arc  therefore  cut  off'  from  all  opportunity  ofik- 
fending  themselves.  Under  these  arcumstance*.  silov 
me  to  ask  how  the  Prendent  has  aseertmned  that  the  is- 
vestigation  was  unwillingly  conceded?  I  have  [indentooil 
directly  the  contrary t  and  that  the  cbsirman  ftlrea(l)^t^ 
ferred  to,  as  well  as  other  members  in  favor  of  the  n- 
newal  of  the  charter,  promptly  consented  to  and  void 
for  the  investigation.  And  we  all  know  that  those  in  i«p- 
port  of  the  renewal  could  have  prevented  the  inTefl^g* 
tion.  and  that  they  did  not.  But  suspicion  and  alum  ta« 
been  excited.  Suspicion  and  alarm!  Against  whom  b 
this  suspicion?   The  House,  or  tiiebank,  or  both? 

Mr.  President,  I  protest  against  the  riglit  of  any  CW 
Magistrate  to  come  into  tither  House  of  Coi^r*^ 
scrutinize  the  motives  of  its  members;  to  examine  whether 
a  measure  has  been  passed  with  promptitude  or  rep* 
nance;  and  to  pronounce  upon  the  willmgnessor  uniir 
lingness  with  which  it  has  been  adopted  or  rejected,  ft 
is  an  interference  in  concerns  which  partake  of  adonin)* 
nature.  The  official  and  conttitulional  rcbtioas  beis«* 
the  Prerident  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congrvss 
with  them  as  organixed  bodies.  His  action  is  confined  to 
their  conaummated  proceedings  and  docs  not  aaai* 
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measures  in  their  incipient  stag^  during  their  progrtta 
throu^  the  Aouaei,  nor  to  the  motirei  by  which  they  are 
actuated. 

There  are  Bome  parts  of  this  messa^  that  oaght  to  ex> 
e'rte  deep  ahumt  and  that  especially  in  which  the  Prem- 
dent  announces  tliat  each  public  officer  may  interpret  the 
eomititution  as  be  pleases.  HiBlat^uag«  is:  **  Each  public 
offteer,  who  takes  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution, 
Bweara  that'  he  will  support  it  as  be  understands  it,  and  not 
as  it  is  understood  by  otbeia.'*  ■  •  •  *<  The  opinion 
of  the  jndg«B  Itas  no  more  authority  over  Congress  than 
tlie  opinion  of  Congress  has  orer  the  judges;  and,  on  that 
point,  tiiePrerident  is  independent  of  birni.**  Mow,  Hr. 
Prendent,  I  conceive,  with  great  deference,  that  the  Pre- 
sident has  mistaken  the  purport  of  the  Oath  to  support  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  No  one  swears  to  sup- 
port it  as  he  understands  it,  but  to  support  it  simply  as  it 
IS  in  tnitli.  All  men  are  bound  to  obey  the  laws,  of  which 
the  constitution  is  the  supreme;  but  must  they  obey  them 
as  they  are,  or  at  they  understand  them?  If  the  obliga- 
tion of  obedience  is  limited  and  controlled  by  tlie  measure 
of  infonnationf  in  other  worda,  if  the  party  ia  bound  to 
obey  the  conaiitution  only  as  he  understands  it,  what 
would  be  the  consequence.^  The  judge  of  an  inferior 
court  would  disobey  the  mandate  of  a  superior  tribunal, 
because  it' was  not  in  conformity  to  the  constitution,  as  he 
understands  it;  a  custom-house  officer  would  tUsobey  a 
cii-cular  from  the  Treasury  Department,  because  contrary 
to  the  constitution,  as  he  understands  it(  an  American 
minister  would  diuvgard  an  instruction  from  ttie  Presi- 
dent, commumeated  through  the  Department  of  State, 
because  not  agreeable  to  the  constitution,  as  be  imder. 
stands  itt  and  a  subordinate  officer  in  Ute  army  or  navy 
would  violate  the  orders  of  hia  superior,  because  they 
Were  not  in  acconUnce  with  the  constitution,  as  he  under- 
stands it.  We  should  have  nothing  settled,  nothing  stable, 
nothing  fixed.  There  would  be  general  disorder  and  con- 
fuMon  throughout  every  branch  of  administration,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  oHicers—universal  nullification. 
For  what  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Prewdent  but  that  of 
South  Carolina  applied  throughout  the  Union?  The  Pre- 
sident independent  both  of  Congress  and  the  Supreme 
Court!  Only  bound  to  execute  the  Ulwb  of  the  one  and 
the  decisions  of  the  ottier  as  far  as  they  conform  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  SUtes,  as  he  understands  it! 
Then  it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  President,  on  his  in- 
itallation  into  otlice.  to  ctirefully  examine  all  the  acts  in 
the  statute  book,  approved  by  his  predecessors,  and  mark 
fHit  those  which  he  was  resolved  not  to  execute,  and  to 
which  he  meant  to  apply  tliis  new  species  of  veto,  because 
they  were  repugnant  to  the  comttution,  as  be  under- 
stands it.  And,  after  the  expiration  of  every  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  he  should  send  for  the  record  of  its  de- 
ciwuns,  and  discriminate  between  those  which  he  would, 
»nd  tlioae  which  he  would  not,  execute,  because  they 
were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  the  constitution,  as  lie 
oiidarstaads  it. 

There  ia  another  eonstitationat  doctrine  contdned  in 
the  message,  which  is  entirely  new  to  me.  It  asserts  that 
■*the  Cruvernment  of  the  United  States  have  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  purchase  lands  within  the  States,"  e:fcept 
< '  for  tlie  erection  of  fort^  magazines,  arsenals, dock  yan», 
s.nd  otiier  needful  buildmgs;"  and  even  for  these  objects 
only  **by  the  consent  of  tlie  Legi^ture  of  tlie  State  in 
which  the  aame  shall  be."  Now,  ur,  I  had  supposed  that 
the  riglit  of  Congress  to  purchase  lands  in  any  State  was 
incontestable  t  and,  in  pcNOt  of  &ct,  it  probably,  at  this 
xnoment,  owns  lands  in  every  State  of  the  Union,  pur- 
cliased  for  taxes,  or  as  n  judgment  or  mortgage  cre<litor. 
And  thereare  various  acts  of  Congress  which  rfgiilate  the 
purchase  and  transfer  of  such  lands.  The  advisers  of  the 
I'resident  have  confounded  the  faculty  of  purchasing 
Luda  with  the  exercise  of  ezelusive  juriMiettoo,  which  is 


restricted  by  the  constitution  to  the  forts  and  other  build* 
ings  described. 

TMe  messi^  presents  some  striking  instances  of  dis- 
crepancy. 1st.  It  contCiits  the  right  to  establirti  one  bankj 
and  objects  to  tlie  bill  that  it  limita  and  restrains  the  pow- 
er  of  Congress  to  establish  several.  2d.  It  urges  that  the 
bill  does  not  rec(^ise  the  power  of  State  taxation  gene- 
rally) and  complains  that  facilities  are  afforded  to  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  in  respe<!t  to  the  stock  held  by 
individuals.  3d.  It  objects  that  any  bonus  is  taken,  and 
insists  that  not  enough  is  demanded.  And,  4th.  It  com- 
plains that  foreigners  have  too  much  inAuencet  and  that 
stock  transferred  loses  the  privilege  of  representation  in 
the  .elections  of  the  Iwnk,  which,  if  it  were  rctuned, 
would  give  them  more. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  about  to  close  one  of  the  longest 
and  most  arduous  sessions  of  Congress  under  the  present 
constitution;  and,  when  we  return  among  our  constituenti^ 
what  account  of  the  operations  of  their  Government  shall 
we  be  bound  to  communicate?  We  shall  be  compelled 
to  say  that  the  Supreme  Court  is  paralyzed,  and  the  mis- 
sionaries retained  in  prison  in  contempt  of  its  authority, 
and  in  defiance  of  numerous  treaties  and  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  that  the  Executive,  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  sent  to  Congress  a  tarin  bill  which  would 
have  destroyed  numerous  branches  of  our  domestic  indus- 
try, and  led  to  the  final  destruction  of  all;  that  the  veto 
has  been'  applied  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  our 
only  reliance  for  a  sound  and  uniform  currency;  that  the 
Senate  has  been  violently  attacked  for  the  exercise  of  * 
clear  constitutional  power;  tiiat  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  been  unnecessarily  aisuledt  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  promulgated  a  rtile  of  action  for  those  who  have 
taken  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  that  must,  if^  there  be  practical  cmifwmity  to  it, 
introduce  general  nullification,  and  end  in  the  absolute  sab> 
version  of  the  Government. 

Hr.  BENTON  sitcceeded,  and  occupied  the  floor  until 
tile  hour  of  three;  when  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  tb^ 
prenoiis  order,  took  a  recess. 

xvxiriire  sxssioir. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  at  five  o'clock. 
THE  TARIFF. 

Mr,  WILKINS,  [with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Bihtoit,  who 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,]  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  relation  to  the  amend- 
ments of  tiie  Senate  to  the  bill  **to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,**  which  amend- 
ments were  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
made  a  report,  as  follows:  The  committee  recommend 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  all  tiie  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  adhere  to  the  amendments  concur- 
red in  by  the  House.  v 

Mr.  BELI.  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be  in- 
definitely postponed.  It  was,  he  said,  with  great  relue* 
tance  that  he  rose  to  make  this  motion.  He  had  hoped 
that  the  bill  from  the  House  would  have  undei^ne  such 
modifications  as  woidd  have  rendered  it  acceptable  to  the 
fViends  of  domestic  industry.  He  had  hoped  that  amend- 
ments would  bave  been  adopted,  hy  which  the  great  inte- 
rests of  the  country  might  have  been  preserved.  But  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  would 
preserve  tiiose  interests,  and  he  did  not  beiierc  that  the 
bill  would  be  acceptable  to  die  people.  At  ttis  stage  of 
the  session,  lie  would  not  argue  the  question.  He  would 
express  the  opinion  that  the  effects  of  the  bill  would  be 
disastrous  to  the  country  generally,  and  particularly  so  to 
some  sections  of  it.  It  would  create  greater  and  more 
general  dissaiisfiiction  than  had,  at  any  time,  existed  in  this 
country.  He  would  not  consent  te  take  any  part  of  the 
rcsponttbili^  of  the  passage     this  bUL    He  thercfim 
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moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitelyt  »nd  upon  thtt  motion 
he  Mked  tli«  yeas  and  nays,  wliich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  tbat  he  had  reluctantly  assented 
to  the  report  of  the  committee.  As  lott^  as  there  was  a 
hope  of  doinfT  any  thing-,  he  did  not  cease  to  nuke  exer- 
tions. He  felt  desiroud  that  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate should  prevail,  and  he  was  also  desirous  that  the  bill 
^ould  pass.  But  he  had  found  that,  unless  the  Senate 
yielded,  it  woutd  be  imposnbl*  to  get  Uie  bill  through. 
He  had  urg«d  upon  the  committee  Uie  necessity  of  adupt- 
in|f  the  amendntentst  and  he  had  stated  it  as  his  belief, 
that*  unlets  (hey  were  adopted,  the  friends  of  the  protec- 
tive system  would  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely.  He  was 
free  to  confess  that  the. bill  was  not  what  it  ouglit  to  be; 
but,  for  one,  he  would  rather  pass  it  titan  go  away  with- 
out doing  any  thing.  He  was  aware  that  many  of  the 
•mendmentf  of  the  Senate  were  of  vital  importance  to  the 
prateetion  of  some  branches  nf  industry.  The  uicrease  of 
the  duty  on  duck  was  hirhly  desirable.  A  lai^  duck 
manufactory  had  been  established  in  New  Jersey,  which 
tliis  bill  will  entirely  destruy.  He  was  wdling  to  aJIow  tbat 
justice  had  not  been  done  to  woollens^  still  he  thoiiglit 
it  would  be  better  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  was,  tlian  to  pass 
no  bill,  lie  was  sorry  that  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement had  been  made,  and  he  ^ould  vote  uunit  it. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  be  glad  to  know,  be  said,  bow  this 
TOtc  fbr  rceediag  from  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  hail 
been  obtained.  He  did  not  cast  any  reflections  on  the 
Chair  for  constituting  the  committee  as  he  had  done.  The 
Chair  had,  in  tills  respect,  doubtless  done  its  dutyt  but  the 
majority  of  the  committee  was  composed  of  two  gentle- 
meii  representing  two  States  which  were  especially  and 

Erincipally  interested  in  the  iron  duty.  I  desire,  said 
Ir.  C,  tint  the  country  should  know  how  this  matter 
rests.  Kentucky  ia  aelected  for  one  of  the  vktima,  and 
Louittsiia  for  tnother.  Cotton  bagging  and  sugar  were 
given  up.  The  manu&cturera  of  woollens,  together  with 
all  who  were  concerned  in  the  protection  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, were  also  sacrificed.  He  wished  to  know,  and  he 
wished  the  country  to  know,  who  have  concurred  in  a 
measure  so  destructive  to  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. When  the  scheme  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  produced,  it  vas  ca^  to  sec  that  it  vas  intended  to 
•acrinee  and  destroy  the  woollens  interest,  in  both  of  its 
branches,  and  that  iron  was  to  be  spared.  The  cotton 
interest,  too,  was  to  be  spared;  but  the  interests  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Louiuana  were  to  be  sacrificed.  Whatever 
might  be  his  vote  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpoiie- 
meut,  be  wished  the  country  to  know  why,  how,  snd  by 
whom  some  interests  had  been  destroyed,  and  others 
spared,  to  be  sacrificed  at  some  future  day.  He  had  been 
in  hopes  that,  in  re^teot  to  Kentucky,  the  Secretary  would 
have  been  content,  and  that  Congress  would  have  been 
content,  to  strike  out  one-(hird  of  tlie  price  of  tlie  agri- 
cultural product  of  Kentucky.  But  tliat,  it  seemed,  had 
not  been  deemed  sufficient.  He  had,  be  must  say,  been 
unexpectedly  disapptMnted  in  the  result  of  the  confer- 
cncc.  But  lie  had  risen  to  ask  what  was  the  majority,  and 
who  composed  it,  by  which  these  interc|ts  were  singled 
out  fur  sacrifice. 

Mr.  W1LKIN3  said,  I  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  Is  tbe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  now  satis- 
fied }  I  am  convinced  tliat  the  principles  on  which  i  assent- 
ed to  tlie  report  are  correct,  and  1  sitill  adhere  to  them. 
Is  tbe  genilemanfrom  Kentucky  satisfied  now?  [No,  said 
Hr.  CLAY}  I  shall  never  be  satisfied.]  Never?  continued 
Mr.  WiLKiHS.  I'hen  1  am  perfectly  content  tliat  the 
gentleman  should  never  be  aatufted  with  any  political  act 
of  mine.  If  the  gentleman  is  disappointed,  I  apprehend 
tbat  it  is  not  the  last  time  he  will  be  disappunted.  I  «p- 
DKbend  that  there  are  some  other  results  to  which  he 
indulges  expectationi^  in  which  he  will  be  disappointed. 
I  am  requnuble  to  nijr  Qooatituenu  and  to  the  oouHtry 


for  the  vote  which  I  have  given  in  this  bunnes.  Uj 
friendship  for  the  protective  system  i^  as  fins  and  settled 
as  that  01  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  though  1  hiK 
not  spoken  so  frequently  and  loudly  in  its  support,  b^ 
cause  I  bad  no  other  object  in  view  but  the  good  oT  the 
country.  After  it  was  found  that  the  ctnnntatlee  of 
House  was  averse  to  any  compromise,  great  efibrti  wm 
made  to  secure  tome  of  the  amendments  irf  tbe  Senile.  If 
he  was  asked  wtwt  was  moat  deeply  agitated  ia  the  can- 
mittee,  he  would  say  that  it  was  the  additionsi  du^  of 
seven  per  cent,  on  woollens.  For  the  inforotstion  oFtlit 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  would  go  on  fiirthtr,  ud 
state  he  was  very  anxious,  for  the  purpose  of  compro- 
mise, to  give  up  articles  of  minor  importance,  in  order  tt 
gain  sumelbing  on  woollens.  The  amendmcDt  sddiif 
seven  per  cent,  to  the  duty  of  fi%  per  cent,  on  wooUcs^ 
came  up  in  course.  I  voted,  said  Mr.  W.,  agusst  read- 
ing from  that  amendment  of  the  Senate.  But  die  eomvi- 
tee  of  tbe  House,  with  only  one  dissenting  voice,  voted  ti 
adhere  to  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to  this  amend- 
ment. This  question  was  tiien  passed  over.  The  other 
Kmeodmenta  having  been  receded  from,  on  my  matim, 
the  vote  on  the  amendment  adding  aeven  percent  totti 
duty  on  woollens  was  reconsidered.  Tbe  commitite  «f 
the  House,  however,  showed  a  manifest  detenaimtinM 
to  yield,  atwl  I  came  to  the  conolunon  that  it  was  betia 
to  give  it  up  than  to  incur  the  risk  of  losing  the  bill  »- 
tirely.  But,  in  the  hope  of  a  compromise,  1  moved  &itT- 
five  per  cent.,  which  was  rejected-  I'he  Senator  fna 
New  Jersey  moved  fifly-three  and  a  half  per  cent.,»hid 
was  also  refused.  1  tlien  moved  fifty-two  per  cent.,  ud 
that  was  rejected.  We  were  tlien  reduced  to  tbe  sit* 
native  of  yielding  the  seven  per  cent,  altogether, «  <■ 
abandoning  the  bill.  I  thought,  snd  the  Senator  hm 
New  Jersey  agreed  with  me,  that  the  drfTercBpe  <rfK«ts 
per  cent,  in  this  duty  wu  too  inconHdenble  to  keep  Ihii 
country  in  a  state  of  agitation  a  single  month  or  hmir  longer. 
As  to  the  principle  of  protecting  the  domestic  ii»iwh> 
tures  of  the  country,  he  supported  it  as  firmly  as  itifinu- 
He  was  aware  that  this  bill  does  not  continue  so  mtKbpn- 
tection  to  manufactures  an  might,  in  good  fo&ejt  ^ 
alTordedt  but  it  goes  to  lliat  degree  of  protectioa  ^ 
which  Coi^fress  appears  to  be  saUafied,  and  with  urn 
the  country  would,  he  believed,  be  satisfied.  He  didB« 
think  tliat  the  duty  on  sugar  and  on  cotton  bsggiiir|H 
undergone  a  disproportionate  diare  of  reduction.  It  ^ 
not  been  brought  down  to  a  lower  proporti<matesc»lelhi' 
the  duty  on  iron.  He  would  remark,  however,  the  "A- 
ject  of  the  iron  duty  was  not  one  of  those  wblch  tsai 
before  the  committee  of  conferencei  and  there  *■■  bi 
oppoi-tunity,  even  if  there  had  been  a  wirii,  fbr  the  con- 
mittee  to  exhibit  any  partiality  to  the  iron  interest. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  with  some  regret,  snd  no  m 
surprise,  that  he  discovered  a  manifestation  of  feeliif  <» 
the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvaiua,  wlucS  1* 
had  neitlier  expected  nor  contributed  to  produce 
had  not  been  accurately  infi>nned  as  to  the  proceeding 
of  the  committee,  having  been  all  day  otherwise  engagtd 
He  wa«,  therefore,  taken  1^  surpme  with  tbe  Inbmv 
tion  that  the  committee  had  agreed  to  recede,  not  is 
but  altogether,  fivm  the  amendments  of  the  Senate.  Ht 
had  asked  for  information  as  to  tbe  manner  in  wliich^ 
result,  so  unexpected  and  mortifying,  had  been  ubtained 
The  Senate,  he  contended,  had'a  right  to  this  in/on» 
tion.  If  we  appoint  a  ctmimittee  to  treat  with  the  <^ 
House,  to  represent  our  views  and  wishes  in  a  coatT-  ■ 
ence,  he  apprehended  tliat,  before  we  ratified  their  tK*?> 
we  bad  a  right  to  see  their  protocpl — to  see  their  septs- 
tion  in  all  its  stages,  as  well  as  in  its  results.  Tbe  ck» 
man  of  the  committee  had  not  given  this  infonmtiwv.  1 
rose,  said  Mr.  C,  and  asked  it.  How  does  the  gentK- 
nun  treat  the  ctilt  The  gentleman  replies  tbit he iiK- 
tuted  by  thepublicgood,  andinwnwtntbttlsBKt* 
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at«tl  by  iDotiTes  other  tbM  the  pabltc  good.  I  wish  the 
gentleman  to  expMn  vhether  thU  is  what  he  meftnt  or  not. 

Hr.  WILKINS  Mid  he  had  no  objection  to  explHin  his 
meaning.  I  meant  to  say  that,  as  to  myself,  I  was  actuated 
by  the  public  good.  I  believe  the  gentleman  has  an  object 
in  view  which  is  identified  with  the  course  he  has  taken 
in  regard  to  the  tariff*,  and  which  I  have  no  doubt  in 
his  opinion,  likely  to  promote  the  public  good.  He  was 
convinced  tliat  the  gentleman  had  no  objects  which,  in  his 
own  opinion,  were  inconsistent  with  the  public  good. 

Hr.  CLAY.  I  only  say  that  if  the  ^ntleman  insinuates 
that  I  am  actuated  by  any  other  motive  than  the  public 
good,  he  han  said  that  which  is  untrue. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  interposed,  and  said,  the 
Chair  understands  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  ex- 

glain  that  he  lUd  not  impeach  the  motives  of  the  Senator 
'om  Kentucky. 

Hr.  CLAY.  No,  sir,  he  has  not  tlius  explained  his 
meaning.    If  he  has,  I  take  back  the  repl^. 

Hr.  CLAY  continued.  Tbe  Senator  mtimates  that  I 
have  other  objects  as  to  which  I  may  be  disappointed. 
Whether  he  rightly  predicts  future  events,  I  do  not 
know,  nor  whether  lie  may  himself  add  to  the  list  of  the 
disappointed.  1  have  no  objects,  in  my  support  of  the 
protective  policy,  other  than  the  public  benefit;  and 
Pennsylvania,  whose  Senators  were  instructed  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  her  Legislature  to  maintain  that  policy 
unimpaired,  is  the  last  State  in  the  Union  from  which  the 
inwnuation  should  come  that  I  atn  actuated  by  selfisli  mo- 
tives. 1'lie  gentleman  tells  lu  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  or  conference,  be  held  out  for'a  compromise. 
How  much  did  li«  yield  for  the  sake  of  compromise?  He 
tells  us  that  he  yielded  the  wliole.  Mr.  C.  insisted  that 
the  duties  on  sugiir  and  cotton  bagging  were  reduced  in 
a  greater  proportion  than  the  duties  on  iron.  The  duty 
on  iron  is  reduced,  but  the  reduction  ha*  an  equivalent, 
or  nearly  an  equivalent,  in  t1>e  prevention  of  fraudulent 
evasion  of  the  duty.  Loutnaoa  never  had  but  half  a  eent 
on  sugar  as  a  protecti%'e  duty,  which  was  giv«n  her  in 
1816.  The  rest  was  imposed  and  continued  for  revenue. 
The  Senator,  in  yielding  the  half  cent,  yielded  the  wliole 
of  ttie  protective  duty  on  sugart  on  woollens,  too,  lie  had 
yieldetl  all  that  was  in  controversy. 

Mr.  HANGUH  here  rose  to  order.  He  submitted  whe- 
ther the  discuanon  waa  in  order. 

Mr.  KINO  Bud  the  discussion  was  improper  in  its  com- 
mencement. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  bow,  he  said,  to  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  but  he  must  insist  on  his  right  to  reply  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania. 

The  Chair  has  no  doubt,  said  the  PaEBiDEST pro  tern., 
that  it  was  irregular  originally  to  demand  the  stale  of  the 
vote  in  the  committee,  or  to  comment  on  the  course  taken 
by  members  of  the  committee.  But,  as  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  had  responded  to  the  inquir>-,  and  marie 
explanations,  it  was  now  in  order  for  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  make  his  comments  on  tiKHe  explanations. 

Mr.  MANGUH  said,  1  cull  the  Senator  to  order  for  al- 
I  uding  to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  EWING  required  tliat  the  words  to  which  the  Se- 
iiator  from  North  Carolina  took  exception,  should  be  com- 
mitted to  writing. 

Hr.  MANGU  M  wrote  as  follows:  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  speaking  in  reference  to  tbe  duty  on  sugar, 
s-Vid  that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  yielded  all 
tbe  protection  on  sugar,  be. 

Mr.  CLAY  admittei  the  wonls  to  be  taken  down  cor- 
rectly, and  said  that  he  had  repeated  them  as  the  words 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  himseir,  who  swd  that 
he  had  yielded  all,  but  had  intended  to  yield  but  little. 

The  CHAlU  deckled  that  the  nords  were  n(H  out  of 
order. 

Mr,  CLAY.  1  b<^e  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 


whose  general  deportment  here  is  strictly  correct,  will 
now  keep  to  the  even  tenor  of  bis  way,  and  sulfer  me  to 
proceed  without  furtiier  interruption. 
Mr.  MANGUM.  No  one  shall  dictate  to  me  my  eoune. 
Mr.  CLAY.  Tbe  Senator  may  then  pursue  any  course 
that  pleases  him. 
The  C  HAIR  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  proceed. 
Mr.  CLAY.  I  will  proceed  when  the  gentleman  will 
suffer  me._  I  have,  sir,  continued  Mr.  C,  entertained 
certain  principles  on  which  I  have  acted  uniformly  for 
uxteen  years  past,  and  I  am  not  now  to  be  instructed  as 
to  my  course  of  conduct  in  reference  to  the  interest!  of 
this  country.  These  principles  inculcate  upon  me  the  im- 
propriety of  preserving  one  interest  to  the  sacrifice  of  an- 
other— of  preserving  it,  too,  only  that  it  may  be  reserved 
for  sacrifice  at  a  future  time.  On  this  ground,  I  am  op- 
posed to  any  reduction  which  may  injure  any  interest  that 
ought  to  be  sustained.  [  have  no  more  to  say  as  to  the 
proposition  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely.  I  will  not 
say  liow  I  sbiUl  vote  upon  that  I  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  to  vote  on  each  iiKSvIdual  motion  to  recede  or  concur. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  that  he  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Hr.  Bsil]  that  the  woollens  Were 
not  adequately  protected — that,  in  fact,  Ihey  were  more 
neglected  tlia.i  any  of  the  great  interests  which  thlA  bill 
proposed  to  protect.  He  had  made  liis  best  efforts  to  in- 
crease the  duties  upon  woollens,  and  would  continue  to 
do  so,  if  there  was  the  slightest  prospect  of  success.  He 
had  proof  that  admitted  of  no  doubt  in  bis  mind,  tliat 
there  would  not  be  a  majority  in  the  Senate  that  would 
insist  and  adhere  to  tbe  amendment  by  which  the  duties 
upon  woollens  were  6xed  at  fifty-seven  per  cent.  He 
had  no  hope  of  success-but  by  a  compromise  in  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  by  whicli  an  Intermediate  rate  of 
duty  between  fifty  and  fifty-seven  per  cent,  mi^t  be  re- 
commended to  both  Houses.  This  was -found  to  be  im- 
practicable. There  were  some  t^  the  interests  embraced 
in  the  Senate's  am:;ndments  which  it  would  be  veiy  im- 
portant to  support,  but  which  met  with  the  same  difficul- 
ties that  have  decided  the  action  of  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  woollens.  It  now  remains  to  decide 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  defeat  the  bill  in  conse- 
quence of  its  failure  to  give  the  entire  amount  of  protcc- 
^011  which  it  should  g'.ve,  or  pass  it,  witli  a  hope  hereaf- 
ter to  make  further  proviaioQ  for  those  interests  which 
tbe  bill  neglected  to  protect  After  the  great  labor  be- 
stowed 01)  this  bill,  and  the  anxiety  expressL-d  by  the  peo- 
ple in  every  part  of  the  United  States  that  some  tariff 
bill  should  pass  at  tliis  session  of  Congress,  he  was  in  favor 
of  its  passage. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  one  of  the  interests  surrendered 
by  tht!i  bill  was  so  important  to  those  who  sent  htm  here, 
tliat  he  sliould  not  properly  do  his  duty,  unless  he  ex- 
pressed his  entire  dissatisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  whole  business,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  bad 
been  mansg^  When  a  gentleman,  who  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  ami  who  had  not 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  debates  on  the  bill,  made  a 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, which,  by  courtesv,  necessarily  placed  him  at  tbe 
head  of  the  committee,  lie  was  somewhat  surprised,  but 
he  gave  his  assent  to  tlie  appointment  of  the  committee, 
thinking  that  he  vaa  voting  for  the  appointment  of  c(»n> 
misnoners  to  treat  with  the  House,  and  to  represent,  in 
the  negotiation,  the  views  of  the  majority  <rf'  the  Senate. 
Had  he  supposed  that  he  was  giving  a  power  of  attoruigr, 
signed,  sealed,  and  ready  to  lie  delivered,  giving  up  every 
thing  for  which  the  Senate  had  contended,  he  would  utrf 
have  voted  for  the  proposition.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvar.ia  says  that,  when  he  came  to  the  woollens  duty, 
he  surrendered  it,  because  it  was  but  a  little  matter. 
True,  it  was  little,  and  it  was  little  because  the  Senatw 
had  previously  refuted  to  make  it  lattrr.   He  cxprenod 
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\&t  deep  disvent,  ai  lasting  as  it  was  deep,  witli  the  whole 
proceeding  of  the  committee.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  committee  was  not  appointed  nor  empowered  to  yield 
every  thing  to  the  House.  If  they  disagreed  from  the 
House  committee,  they  might  have  said  so,  and  so  re- 
ported, leaving  it  to  the  Senate  to  determine  upon  the 

Eropriety  of  recedinr  from  tlirir  aowndmenta.  He  al- 
ided  to  tlie  resulb  <A  tlie  conrerenor,  not  to  the  motives 
of  the  conferees;  and  he  would  tay  that  lliey  had  Muren- 
dered  and  sacrificed  the  intereits  of  liis  consUtuenU.  He 
knew  tlie  importance  of  tranquillizing  the  country — the 
importance  of  passing  some  bill  at  this  tesuon.  There 
was  much  in  this  bill  to  commend — much  to  render  him 
desirous  of  passing  it  into  a  law.  But  surely,  in  tetUing 
tlie  details  and  principles  of  a  measure  of  such  vast  and 
genetul  importance,  tlie  Senate  had  a  right  to  exercise 
wme  influence,  to  take  some  part.  Heliad  no  doubt— 
from  the  first  he  was  confident— that  the  Senate,  by  stand- 
ing firm  to  their  amendments,  with  a  steady  and  decisive 
majfvity,  would  have  sustained  them.  The  course  of  tJie 
committee  had  defeated  tliat  expecUtion.  Whatever  miglit 
be  the  vote  of  Uie  Senate  now,  we  could  expect  nothing. 
He  condemned  the  whole  procedure,  and  much  regretted 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  lent  it 
bis  countenance. 

Mr.  DlCKEItSON  sud  he  owed  it  to  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  to  say  that,  although  he  differed  fi  om  him 
as  to  a  number  of  the  amenilmeuta  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, he  had  assented  to  the  report  as  made,  and,  there> 
fore,  felt  himself  responsible  for  that  report,  as  much  as  if 
he  lud  agreed  witli  his  two  colleagues  as  to  tlie  sevend' 
questions  decided  upon  by  the  committee.  The  subjects 
upon  which  lie  felt  the  most  anxiety,  were  the  woollens, 
cotton  bagging,  and  sail  duck,  upon  all  which  I  urged  a 
compronuse,  but  in  vain.  I  regret  extremely,  said  Itr. 
b:,  tliat  1  can  he  supposed  to  have  abandoned  any  of  those 
interests  while  there  wss  a  possibility  of  preserving  them, 
and  the  more  so,  as  the  motive  suggested  is  tliat,  as  Uie 
iron  was  provided  for,  I  was  ready  to  acquiesce  in  provi- 
sions wlkich  left  otlier  interests  without  adequate  protec- 
tion. The  manufacture  of  sail  duck  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  New  Jersey,  uid  I  consider  it  abandoned  by  the 
bill.  Senators  should  reroliect  tint,  by  the  hill,  there 
was  a  heavy  reduction  upon  iron.  He  luul  made  no  effort 
to  amend  the  bill  of  the  House  by  increasing  the  duty 
upon  tliat  article.  Had  such  an  amendment  been  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  it  would,  no  doubt,  liave  been  disagreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  in  the  committee  of  conference 
would  have  sliared  the  same  fate  witii  tlie  other  amend- 
ments. 1  should  hare  acquiesced  in  tlic  surrender  of 
such  an  amendment,  as  I  have  done  in  tlie  other  cases 
where  nothing  else  could  be  done.  I  liave,  said  Mr.  D., 
abandoned  no  interest  tliat  could  be  sustained.  He  would 
nut  be  made  an  instrument  in  del'catiiig  the  bill,  and  he 
was  anxious  that  it  should  pass  in  its  present  form,  if  it 
could  not  be  put  into  a  better.  He  was  anxious  to  have 
the  question  settled,  for  he  wished  it  to  be  at  rest. 

Mr.  HAYN£  sud  tliat  as  he  happened,  though  very 
much  out  of  place,  to  be  a  member  of  this  committee  of 
conference,  it  ^fas  incumbent  on  him  to  make  some  ex- 
planations as  to  his  course  in  the  conference.  Notliiiig 
surprised  liini  so  much  as  the  vicw,s  that  wei-e  Uken  of  the 
consequences  of  the  rejection  of  those  amcndiucnts.  The 
cmallest  of  all  small  quL-stions  ever  brought  iulo  a  leg^la- 
live  bo<ly,  appeared  lo  him  to  be  these  questions,  wbetlier 
the  duty  on  woollens  should  be  fifky  or  fiftj-seven  per 
cent.;  whether  the  duty  on  sugar  sliould  be  two  and  a 
half  or  three  cents  a  puundf  and  whether  the  duty  on  cot- 
ton bugging  sliould  be  half  a  cent  a  yard  more  or  less. 
Mr.  H.  went  on,  at  sonic  length,  to  show  Uiat,  by  tbe 
cliange  in  tlie  valuation  of  the  pound  sterling,  and  by  the 
chminuiion  of  credits  on  duties,  the  duties  on  tliose  ai-ticles 


of  that  of  1828.  As  to  iron,  he  believed  that  the  dutin 
on  that  article  were  increased,  the  reduction  being  nnre 
than  compensated  by  other  equit*alents.  But,  really,  vhtn 
gentlemen,  in  settling  this  great  question,  haiw  k  perti. 
nacinusly  on  pins  and  particles,  is  it  not  a  proof  lliat  then 
is  a  determination  not  to  surrender  a  sii^e  hair  of  the 
protectiTe  system,  to  hdd  on  upon  ereiy  thing  wludi 
tn  the  least  affects  the  protected  interests'  "ntevtidi 
conference  presented  thisappalling  fact,  that  when  sdutr 
was  ^oken  of,  it  was  mentioned  only  in  reference  to  :1k 
interest  of  the  manufacturer  of  the  article  taxed.  .U  tg 
the  woollens,  out  of  seven  members  of  the  cominiiM, 
five  were  of  tlie  opinion  tliat  they  were  adequately  ptgtcct- 
ed  by  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  House.  One  memberpn- 
duced  the  authority  of  one  of  the  first  manubcturtn 
in  the  country,  fiir  the  opinion  that  the  bill  wm  mait 
favorable  to  woollens  than  the  bill  of  He  bidhin- 

self  examined  the  subject  very  closely,  and  had  found  tint 
woollens  paid  a  higlier  tax  under  this  bill  than  under  tlot 
of  1828.  Perhaps  the  duty  was  not  so  good  to  tbe  oaco- 
facturer,  but  it  was  more  oppressive  upon  the  conumen. 
Here  let  me  allude,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  the  erroneous  ai(^ 
tion  that  the  Senator  from  New  Jeraejr  exhibited  sii^ 
potttion  to  surrender  any  thing  in  tlie  conference.  He 
agreed  toyieldevery  thing butthree,  viz.  woolleni,  Mpri 
and  cotton  bagging,  upon  which  lie  insisted.  I,  on  etet; 
amendment,  movm  to  recede;  someUmes  I  carrieil  ("ilii 
me  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  and  aometimct  the  S^ 
nator  from  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  that  way,  1  got  alw^ 
through      the  amendments. 

[Mr.  DICKEUSON  prompted  the  Senator  from  Soolh 
Carolina,  reminding  him  of  japanned  hamesi  and  nkr 
articles,  upon  which  he  wished  to  adhere  to  tbe  Senft") 
amendments.} 

It  is  possible,  satd  Mr.  H-,  I  may  be  wrong.  I  recdlttl 
as  to  the  harness.  It  was  said  that  the  manu^turt  d 
japanned  harness  had  been  commenced  by  a  pemo  ii 
New  Jersey,  and  that  was  urged  as  a  reason  why  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  diould  not  have  their  buws 
cheap.  But,  after  some  inquiry,  it  was  fiwod  thil  tk 
reduction  of  duty  did  notaficettbe  manufacturer,  hiibclq 
a  different  article,  and  the  amendment  wss  sbsndoMi 
The  Gommiitee  at  length  agreed  to  recede  from  ill  but 
(he  woollens,  and  upon  that  they  hung-  They  v<iitd 
hard  for  fifly-live  per  cent-,  for  fifiy-three  and  *  half,  »■! 
for  fifty-two.  But  the  House  committee  would  not  «»* 
even  to  the  addition  of  two  per  cent.  They  wereibool 
gmng  off",  to  report  an  irreconcilable  disagreement,  wben 
the  gentleman  from  Fenn^lvania,  being  satisfied  ilie  m 
was  a  vcrj'  advantageous  one  to  lum,  and  that  wooGcv 
were  adequately  protected  under  it,  agreed  to  recede  A<c 
the  amendment.  Mr.  U.  repeated  that  the  biU 
than  the  existing  system,  so  far  as  H  concerned  the  inicR' 
of  consumers.  It  introduced  several  new  and  dingenM 
principles,  put  an  inquisitorial  powerinto  the  tisndiortk 
appraisers,  and,  taking  item  by  item,  renders  the  prom- 
live  duties  higher  than  they  now  are.  Under  tbns 
cumstances,  he  should  oppose  the  {Mssage  of  the  bill  He 
sliould  vote  i^nst  tbe  peiiding  motion  lor  iodcfiute  pc^ 
ponemcnt,  with  tbe  intention  to  moi-e  a  reeonnntiKBlc 
the  bill,  witli  instructions  fur  iu  motUfieation.  If  th^  * 
tempt  failed,  he  should  renew  the  motion  fiir  the  iDdesoit 
postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  thoughtit  would  be  so;  nay,  be  bdv 
doubt  of  iti  nullification  is  abroad. 

Mr-  HAYNE.    I  did  nut  mention  nullification  in 
whole  course  of  this  debate.    I  have  cautiou^y 
tliat  topic,  as  every  Senator  will  bear  roe  witiins-  Bj<  < 
now  say  tliat,  if  any  gentleman  wishes  to  go  into  the 
cussion  of  nidlification,  I  am  prepared  f<n-  il. 

Mr.  HOLMES  resumed.    I  undertake  to  ssy  tbU 
doctrine  of  nullification,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  uocos^ 
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Mr.  HOORB  called  the  SeriKlor  from  Maine  to  order. 

The  GHAIR  nid  that  the  Senator  must  recollect  that 
the  question  was  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES.   New  England  is  sacrificed. 
Mr.  KING  called  the  Senator  to  order. 
Mr.  HOLMES  contiaued. 

The  CHAIK  pronounced  that  he  was  out  of  order... 

Mr.  HOLMES.  The  Senator  from  South  Oaral'ma  tells 
us  tliat  he  appealed -to  New  Jersey  fur  the  surrender  of 
one  interest,  and  to  Pennsylvania  for  the  surrender  .of 
another  interest,  and,  will)  the  anistance  of  the  one  or  the 
other  of  his  eolleaguea,  he  alwajs  found  biinself  in  the 
minority.  , 

The  CHAIR  agaio  intenupted  Mr.  Hoix as. 

Mr.  HOLMES.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  reply,  or  it  was 
improper  for  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  make 
t)ie  remarks.  The  Senator  from  Pennaylvanta  suggests 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  may  be  disappointed  in 
the  same  important  events. 

The  CHAIR  here  interposed;  and  declared  that,  unless 
the  Senator  confined  himself  to  ^e  question,  he  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  requesting  him  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  CLAY  remarked  thitf  the  motion  for  indefinite  pbst^ 
ponement  opened  the  entire  nbje^for  debate  u  wide  as 
possible. 

Mr.  HOLMES  proceeded  to  say  that  this  was  the  first 
time  it  wax  ever  declared  to  be  out  of  order  to  comment 
on  or  reply  to  remarks  which  were  in  order.  If  one  Se- 
nator stepped  out  of  the  way  to  make  a  remark,  and  was 
not  called  to  order,  it  was  too  kte  to  caD  another  Senator 
to  order  for  stepping  out  of  the  way  to  meet  him.  Why 
should  the  Senator  irom  Pennsylvania  remark  that  any  of 
Uff  may  be  disappointed  in  our  expectations.'  There  was 
more  than  one  of  us  who  had  favorite  objects  in  view,  and 
more  than  one  of  us  might  be  disappointed.  It  may  be 
that  he  who  predicts  disappointment  to  others,  will  be  him- 
self sorely  lUaappunted. 

Mr.  H.  went  on  to  speak  of  the  surrender  by  (he  com- 
mittee of  the  Interetta  of  New  England.  What  did  New 
Kngland  get^  New  England  hacVno  candidate  for  tiie 
prundency,  and  neVer  would  have,  and  therefore  the  inte- 
rests of  New  England  should  be  protected.  The  farmer 
had  a  duty  to  protect  his  wool,  but  as  the  woollen  manu- 
facture was  destroyed,  he  had  no  purchaser  for  his  wool. 
However,  in  spite  of  tlie  bill  and  every  thing  else,  I  be- 
lieve we  in  New  England  will  live  all  the  days  of  our  Ures. 
Xhough  we  expect  to  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  to  the  South,  yet  we  do'not  intend  to  hew  their  wood ' 
Slid  draw  water  for  nothing. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 
YEAS.—Hessrs.  Bell,  Clayton,  Foot,  Holme^  Knight, 
Namlain,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Waggaman. — 10. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  DaUas,  Uxkersion,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewing,  For- 
syth, Frelinghuysen,  tinindy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Johnston,  lUhe,  King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore, 
poindezter,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Spragite, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster, 
M'hite,  Wilkiiw.— 38. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  had  voted  against  the  proposi- 
tion for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  hill  for  various 
reaooiis,  the  first  of  which  was  that  tlie  bill  contained  a 
clear,  distinct,  and  indisputable  admission  of  the  great 
principle  of  protection.    That  principle,  coeval  with  the 
cooimeneement  of  the  Government,  and  which  has  been 
continued  ever  nnce,  in  peace  and  iu  war,  now  that  the 
nation  may  be  regarded  out  of  debt,  is  again  solemnly 
flanctioned,  and  by  the  concurrence  of  many  votes  from 
that  quarter  of  the  Union  which  has  most  complained  of 
the  exercise  of  the  power.    They  have  sanctioned  it  by 
▼otin^  against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 
Henceforward  he  hoped  that  the  power  would  not  be  coiv- 
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truverted,  and  that  the  tranquillity  so  much  needed  bj 
the  country  would  be  fully  restored.  Henceforward  he 
hoped  that  the  only  question  would  be  about  the  proper 
application  of  the  power,  giving  it  efficiency  when  moro 
efnciency  is  required,  and  moderating  its  operation  where 
the  pressure  or  it  may  be  unduly  serere.  There  wu 
another  consideration  whieh  recondled  him  to  the  pai- 
sa^  of  the  bill.  It  contuned  a  clear  recognition  of  the 
principle  which  he  had  contended  for  at  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  the  session,  that  the  reduction  of  duties  necessa- 
ry to  adapt  the  revenue  of  the  country  to  the  wants  of 
Government  should  be  thrown  principally  on  tiie  unpro- 
tected class,  comprehending  articles  not  produced  within 
the  country. '  That  discrimination  had  been  strenuous!/ 
opposed  in  the  early  part  of  the  searion.  It  hid  been  ap- 
posed with  ridicule  and  derision,  and  a  loiw  list  of  triflings 
and  some  of  them  laughable,  articles,  had  been  held  up 
for  the  amusement  of  Congress.  It  hadbeen  argued  that 
articles  of  luxury,  used  only  by  the  rich,  would  be  exempt, 
ed  from  taxation,  whilst  articles  essential  to  die  comfort 
of  the  poor-were  heavily  burdened.  In  the  progress  of 
the  session,  we  have  seen  these  objections  abandoned  hy 
many  of  those  who  urged  them,  and  who,  finally,  voted 
for  uie  discrinunation.  And,  in  regard  to  the  article  of 
»lks,  the  House  had  adopted  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem  aa 
the  duty  upon  Chinese  and  French  silks.  The  Comijntttee 
on  Manufactures  of  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  an  M- 
tablished  usage,  proposed  to  make  the  duty  on  French 
silks  lower  than  on  those  of  China,  and  recommended  ux 
per  cent,  for  the  former.  Not  content  with  that  measure 
of  reduction,  a  Senator  from  Yirgihia  [Mr.  Taixwsll] 
had  proposed  further  to  reduce  it  to  five  per  cent.,  and  hw 
propontion  had  been  adopted  witi>  the'concurring  votes  of 
most  of  the  Soutiiem  Senators.  Now,  if  the  object  had 
been  simply  to  preserve  the  distinction  between  the  dlkt 
of  the  two  countries,  that  object  might  have  been  ac- 
complished by  putting  China  silks  at  thirty  ot  twenty  pep 
cent.,  and  French  at  fifteen  orten  per  cent  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  recommended  the  retention  of  a 
doty  of  one  per  cent,  on  teas,  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  cof- 
fee. Befieving  that  the  expense  inddent  to  weighing, 
marking,  and  cullifying,  woidd  absorb  the  doty^  andunne- 
ces&rily  keep  up  a  host  of  officers,  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  of  the  Senate  had  proposed  to  render  thoss 
articles  entirely  free,  and  then*  amendment  to  that  effect 
had  also  been  concurred  in  by  most  of  the  Southern  Seoiu 
tors.  Whilst  he  rejoiced  in  the  paasam  of  the  bill,  for 
the  reasons  assigned,  he  could  not  vote  for  receding  from 
the  amendments  as  recommended  1^  the  committee  of 
conference.  He  lielieved  those  aioendmenti  necesaaiy 
to  the  interests  which  they_  were  intended  to  protect. 
And  if  the  bill  should  pass  without  them,  aa  it  will  not  go 
into  operation  until  after  the  next  session,  he  hoped,  if  then 
asceruined  to  be  indispensable,  they  would  be  enacted 
into  a  law.  And  he  also  hoped  tha^  if  there  should  be 
discovered  any  other  omissions  or  erronin  the  bill,  the/ 
will  then  heco'rrected.  He  was  aware  that  in  voting  wvnat 
receding,  as  he  should  do,  that  the  passage  of  the  biU  wai 
not  endangered.  For  he  could  not  be  i^pnorljit  of  what 
he  saw  around  him,  that  there  was  a  majori^,  be  would 
not  say,  as  had  been  said  on  another  occasion,  an  organts- 
ed  ma|onty,  to  defeat  those  amendments.  And  now,  Mr* 
President,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hope  we  shall  alt  go  home  in 
better  temper,  and  resolve  to  ezpUo  to  our  eonititueirt% 
fully  and  fairly,  tiie  operation  of  this  estabDrfiedjMlicy  of 
the  country,  and  wth  a  firm  determuution  to  ipare  M 
efforts  to  reconcile  them  to  it. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  had  voted  ag^nst  Indefinite  post- 
ponement, because  he  widied  to  vote  to  recede  from  every 
amendment.  He  repudiated,  for  himself  and  his  constitu- 
ents, any  thing  in  common  with  the  American  systeat 
which  originated  in  cupidity. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  there  could  be  AO  «4ni^fm«iit  of 
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the  bill  wbicb  had  paiMd,  and  the  only  quectlon  now  was 
on  concurrence  in  the  disagreement  of  the  House.  Tlie 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  given  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  the  an  of  dividing  and  conqnering;  and  he  had 
most  sblfull)*  contrived  to  carry  his  ptdnti  with  two  to  one 
against  him. 

Ur.  HAYNE  made  some  remarkii  in  reply.  He  con- 
Mdered.the  motion  to  recommit  as  in  or^er  at  any  stage; 
wd  if  the  Senate  would  pve  him  charge  of  the  bill,  he 
wotild'underttke  to  bring  it  into  the  Senate  to-morrow 
morning,  In  tlie  form  in  which  it  ought  to  pass.  He  would 
make  the  motion  whenever  he  couldhave  ttie  opportunity; 
and  if  that  riiould  fs*il,  he  would  then  move  the  indefinite 

Sostponement  of  tlie  bill.    He  charged  the  Senator  from 
[eiitucky  with  a  desire  to  drive  the  South  from  the  sup- 
port of  ihe  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied,  and  repelled  the  ides  that  he  in- 
tended to  drive  «ny  fhmi  the  nipport  of  the  bill.  It  was 
impoirible  for  a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  to  be 
entertuned,  now  that  amendments  had  been  made  by  both 
Houses.  The  bill,  as  &r  as  amendments  were  agreed  to, 
was  unchangeable.  We  must  take  the  question  on  the 
amendments  separatelv,  and  if  we  recede,  the  bill  will 
only  want  the  approval  of  the  President  to  make  it  a  law. 
Be  exptesiMd  hw  hope  tliat  tlie  gentlemen  fnnn  the  South, 
who  considered  tUs  a  bill  of  abominations,  would  each 
come  out  and  say  so,  that  the  country  may  understand  it, 
and  hear  it  from  them. 

Mr.  DICKER30N  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Senator 
firom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hithi]  had  claimed  a.  little 
more  credit  than  he  merited,  for  his  address  in  managing 
his  colleagues  on  the  committee,  and  that  the  Senator 
from  Haasachusetts  had  given  him  a  little  more  credit  tlian 
he  daimed.  The  Senator  must  have  mani^ed  us  very 
adrmtty  indeed,  when  we  had  no  suspiaon  tiiat  there  was 
any  management  in  the  esse.  I  have  only  to  say  that  the 
exinbition  the  Senator  made  in  the  committee,  and  that 
wbicb  he  has  just  made  in  describing  what  took  place  in 
the  committee,  are  very  different  things.  He  was  by  no 
means  so  clever  there  as  here.  It  wu  there  all  solemn 
matter  of  fitct— here  not  a  little  of  fancy.  The  Senator 
is  mistaken  when  he  supposes  tliat  he  induced  one  of  his 
colleagues  to  yield  upon  one  pc^nt,  and  the  other  upon 
another,  and  to  on,  alternately,  till  bccarried  all  his  poinU. 
Now,  Skid  Ur.  D-,  there  was  no  instance  in  which  the  Se- 
nator from  Pennsylvania  inmsted  upon  any  amendment,  in 
which  1  did  not  agree  With  him.  It  is  true  that  I  yielded 
upon  some  points  that  I  thought  of  minor  importance,  in 
older  that  I  might  have  a  better  chance  ot  succeeding 
upon  those  which  I  deemed  of  more  importance,  in  all 
which  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliiia, 
his  man^ment  had  no  influence.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  seems  to  think  that  We  have  made 
a  concession  to  the  South  our  report.  So  far  as  it  re- 
spects myself,  I  suspect  I  gain  no  credit  with  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  for  such  a  concesnon,  and  certainly 
deserve  none:  for  I  conceded  nothing  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, could  have  been  sustained  without  a  moral  certainty 
of  lowig  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAYNE  acquitted  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
of  ever  having  shown  any  disposition  to  make  the  slightest 
concession  to  the  South. 

Mr.  MiLLCK  said,  in  reference  to  his  vote  against  an 
indefinite  postponement,  if  the  vote  of  the  Senutc  did  not 
allow  of  a  modification,  be  had  voted  in  error:  for,  other- 
wise, he  would  have  voted  for  its  indefiititc  postponement. 
But  he  conceived  tlie  hill  was  still  open  to  the  last.  Ac- 
cording to  th.B  eleventh  rule  of  their  proceedings,  the 
questions,  among  others,  were  still  open  "  to  Ivy  on  ' 
tablet"  *'to  postpone  indefinitely ;"  "to  commit," 
*'to  amend,"  This  in  view,  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  till  the  amendments  would  come  before  themt  but 
would  vp^ome  the  bill  in  every  stage. 


Mr.  WEBSTBBsaid  it  was  pUin  the  bill  itself  mid 
not  agmn  come  before  themi  it  had  been  mul  ■  third 
time,  and  was  agreed  to  by  both  Houses.  But  the  tmoA- 
ments  were  within  their  power,  and  a  motion  to  rfcomnit 
them  would  be  in  order;  but  he  conceived  the  b«tt  course 
for  them  to  pursue  would  be  to  take  the  question  of  cwt- 
currence  on  each  amendment. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB,  believing  that  the  billwrnUp 
to  establisli  the  principle  of  protection,  couM  nner 
give  it  his  vote,  in  any  shape.  The  principle  tA  the  prt 
Bc-nt  act  was  ?>ot  that  of  llamihont  what  he  recommtndrd, 
looked  in  its  object  to  revenue.  Protection  Tor  anj  uttui 
purpose,  he  would  have  repudiatetl.  If,  In  the  pmeM 
stage  of  the  question,  tlic  opponents  of  the  bill  vere  in 
any  dilemma,  he  [Mr.  P.]  wonld  take  care,  if  *Jwrc  nm 
no  other  available  mode,  to  renew  bis  matioufarindefiutt 
postponement. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  aliould  allow  the  qnesdon  oT  m- 
currencetobe  taken  on  the  several  amendmctilikii^tt 
the  tss^  which  was  a  mt-re  verbal  oiiet  but  it  vsilnb- 
tention  then,  before  they  should  go  beyond  lus  reld^  t» 
move  a  recommitment  of  tlie  whole  measure. 

Mr.  DAIXAS  said,  having  anxiously  consaltnl  wilhK- 
veral  gentlemen  around  me,  much  better  acquainted  sitb 
the  rulesoforder  than  myself,  lam  ntisfiedthitthe^ 
tion  now  propounded  for  my  suffVage  is  the  final  ddcm 
this  bill.    It  came  from  the  House  of  Beprcsciititivtt:  it 
underwent  many  amendments  in  the  Senate:  thiaeinnii- 
ments  have  not  alt  been  concurred  in  by  the  Uixac; 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  say  whether  we  will  ntxM 
from  those  of  our  amendments  which  luve  been  diaagmj 
to.    Should  we  rece<le,  the  law  is  complete,  and  ilren^ 
passed  by  botlt  Houses  of  Congress.    We  csnnotnm  k> 
commit:  we  camiot  alter  what  both  the  Senate  suddit 
;Hoiisehave  approved:  we  nnay  prolong  alteration  w 
difficulty  by  refiisii^  to  recede,  or  leave  the  mslteru- 
finished  ana  indefinitely  postponed!  but  if  wesretobn 
any  law  enacted  at  this  session,  we  must  determine  tohut 
one  by  our  present  concluding  vote.    At  this  |»iiit  of  m 
arduous  and  interesting  discusuon,  when  even  acommitttt 
of  conference  have  exhausted  their  efforts,  I  eannoi  ca- 
aent  to  give  a  rilent  vote.    Always  prepared  berelrfrti 
and  resolved  to  he  always  prepared  to  assume  so;  r^f^i- 
sibility  which  may  seem  appropriate  to  the  diMhupJi 
my  public  duties,  I  am  now,  and  hereafter  sbsll  rtw^ 
to  meet  my  consUtuents  ifpon  this  qtiestion,  to  till  tUc 
frankly  and  fully  my  motives  and  reason  of  action '"^ 
most  cheerfully  to  amde  by  any  conclusion  of  tbcir  jo^- 
ment,   I  am  only  solicitous  that  my  course  on  ^ 
question  in  effect,  and  obviously  a  question  ^ 
no  bill,  diould  be  distinctly  recorded  and  undenlon 
Sir,  at  an  early  period  of  the  session  I  a/inounted  ™ 
principles  upon  which  I  was  governed  in  the  labor  m «■ 
comnKxlating  a  new  tariff  of  duties  to  the  existing 
of  the  country,  to  the  reduced  want  of  revenue,  «"  * 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt.    Fully  convinced  of* 
wisdom  of  the  great  principle  of  protecting  dotr^esiK:  ifr 
ilustryt  having  imbibed  a  settled  belief  that  it  istncDW 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  best  interests  ol  theiBtioisiK 
peculiarly  important  to  the  happiness  and  prosper^  « 
my  naiive  States  1  have  umfcu-mly  taken  my  part  m  ctt^ 
exertion  so  to  arrange  the  duties  as  to  afford  adequit^  x'i 
ample  security  to  tlie  manufacturers.    My  fint  niK^ 
proceeding  was,  and  invariably  has  been,  to 
mestic  manuliKturea,  if  pos^ble,  the  wliole  ud 
whole  revenue;  to  reserve  all  duties  from  imported  •i'^ 
which  do  not  enter  into  competition  with  our  o«n  pi^ 
duce  or  fabric,  and  to  make  their  entry  free.   In  r 
under  cojisidemtton,  this  principle  is  fully  embodiw  » 
enforced.  To  that  extent,  therefore,  it  mecli  my  unqi»»^ 
fied  Hpprobation,  and  has  been  saiicrioned  by  twtli 
of  Congress.    Another  rule  of  proceeding  ewK  ^'^ 
ciated  by  my  colleague,  and  rcadiV  embraced  bf  bad* 
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tb!t  floor,  vu  ao  to  improve  tiw  reguhtioiu  of  oollectinfr  j 
revenue,  u  to  deduce  from  new  urangements  a  measure ' 
of  protection  to  hnme  tnduittry  Bomew£it  pmporttonate  to 
whtt  mig:fat  be  lott  in  tlie  mere  reduction  of  tiie  amount 
of  duty.   I  need  not  remind  the  Senate  of  the  debstra  of 
the  biU  in  which,  by  varioita  provisions,  this  object  has 
tXn  been  incorporated  and  sttained.    The  two  principal 
ones  are,  the  abort  credits  to  be  hereafter  allowed  at  our 
curton-hDuses  for  duties,  and  the  justly  augoiented  value 
of  tite  pound  sterling  from  four  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents  to  fuur  itollars  and  ei^ly-^ht  cents.    The  opera- 
tions of  tiiese  two  proviuons  have  undet^one  sufficient 
comment,  and  cannot,  now  be  mistaken  by  the  Senate. 
The  bill,  Ur.  Prenident,  Inu,  in  all  its  parts,  engaged  my 
noNt  earnest  and  devoted  studv.  To  my  mind,  unaffected 
by  the  h«^  of  this  day,  or  of  any  former  days,  adequate 
protection  it  secured  by  this  bill  to  all  the  great  interests 
ofthecoiuitry,  Inthe  Union.  I  may  be  mistaken  t  my  lights 
on  tbis  compLcatcd  mutter  may  not  be  ascstensive  or  aecu- 
niteasare  eiijoyed  by  others.  My  information,  my  views,  my 
coiirictionSr  are  not  derived  from  any  thing  heanl  on  this 
fluur  from  lany  speakerf  nor  have  I  regulated  my  votes  or 
cuiitrollL'd  iny  real  sentiments  under  extraneous  influence. 
1  believe,  firm^  and  uitcerely  believe,  tint  if  a  few  arti- 
cles uiiderpo  a  dimination  in  the  amount  of  protection 
iieretoibre  ipven  tliem  by  law— a  diminution  somewhat 
disproportitMwte  to  tlitt  which  oluracterizes  the  general 
scale— the  d.ttvrence  is  not  of  substantial  impoitance,  and 
cannot-iteriouitly  or  permanently  affect  them.    Sir,  there 
is  nut  an  absolute  sacrifice  of  any  one  interest  which  has 
b..-eir  bcfi^re  us.    Louisiana  cannot—cannot  consistently 
witii  the  ujivarying  tenor  of  every  inquiry  ]  have  made— 
conipltun  of  tite  reductton  of  one  half  cent,  upon  sugar. 
Kentucky,  lu  to  the  cent  on  cotton  banking,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, was  equally  divided  in  Uie  Senatei  and  the  in- 
crease we  niade  upon  that  article,  as  compared  with  the 
bill  from  tilts  House,  after  having  first  been  rejected,  was 
filially  adopted  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  only.    It  was 
intpuiiiuble  t5  be  wholly  insenMble  to  the  discordant  opi- 
ntuiis  of  the  two  Kentucky  Senators  upon  this  subjectt 
and  aliiiouffh  I  voted  before,  and  would  willingly  now 
vote,  to  make  awHirance  doubly  sure,  to  give  the  addi- 
tional cent  uf  duty,  Ijcannot  pretend,  in  tiiis  divided  stste 
of  Uie  beat  opinions,  to  liave  a  deep  and  poMtive  convic- 
tion one  way  or  the  other.    Tlie  only  really  eqiuvocal 
p'jitiL  in  thjit  which  relates  to  woollens.    We  added  to  the 
hfiy  per  cent,  in  the  bill  of  the  Hoiue,  seven  per  cent,  ad 
vulorifin.    Thij  addition  has  not  been  concurred  in.  It 
hiHl  my  decided approbationt  and  could  I  secure  it  by  any 
course  of  lictioii  cunsisteiit  with  a  disclurge  of  the  gene- 
nd  Mlin  ttt  my  duties  here,  I  would  tlo  so.    The  report  of 
Xus  comniitiee  of  conference,  however,  precludes  all 
|>ro^ecu  of  that  kindt  and  I  cannot  avnd  entertaining 
lie  tiupe  tluit,  after  all,  this  seven  percent.,  which  some 
»f  iti  iiio»i.  ardent  advocates  woidd  agree  to  make  five  per 
:eiit.,   cuiiiiotbe  absolutely  and  vitally  necessary  to  the 
afcty  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture.  Sir, 
lUiough  cietermined  to  act  upon  the  sujj^^on  of  my 
urn  iiKlcpeiideiit  mind  and  conscience,  I  must  say,  that  if 
tier«  b«  un  this  topic  of  the  tariff  a  gentleman  upon 
Jiose  intelligence,  sagacity,  prindples,  and  perseverance, 
would  pin  my  fiutli  as  to  cimlroverted  fitcU  about  the 
fJic.eiicy  or  iuefilcieiicy  of  a  given  amount  of  protection, 
lat  g^<:  title  man  is  ihe  clminnan  of  the  Seiute's  Committee 
1  Maiiufuctures,  [Mr.  DicKxnsoii.]     Uc  has  devoted 
any  y«;ar«  actively  and  ardently  to  the  encouragement 
ittciii  Mild  effectual  protection  of  all  branches  and  de- 
irttiwata  of  domestic  industty.    He  i»  here  the  ofl&cial 
d  sc^Jected  guardian  of  the  manufacturing  interests)  and 
s  hU  fenow  uie  unflinching  fidelity  with  which  his  task  is 
rf*>va»vA-    Now,  wr,  that  esteemed  ^ntteiMQ  recom- 
:nds  us  to  forego  our  adiUtioiial  duty  of  seven  per  cent., 
d  to  be  Mtisfiod  with  the  fifty  pa*  cent,  ad  valorem, 


proved  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  go  with  him: 
I  cannot  be  fiirout  of  the  way  when  in  his  company  t  and 
I  yield  to  die  cbairman  of  the  C  ommittee  on  HanuActures 
when  he  requestatae  to  recede.  Allusion  has  been  made 
to  tile  sentiments  upon  this  great  subject  unanimously  ex- 
pressed, within  the  Wmonih,  by  the  Legidalure  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  resolutions  of  that  higlily  respected  body 
are  now  open  before  me.  They  manifest  a  complimenta- 
ry reUance  upon  the  discretion  and  fideli^  of  their  Sena- 
tors, which  IS  appreciated  with  scn^bili^,  and  has  not 
been,  and  shall  not  be,  forgotten  ta  disappmnted,  dtbough 
couched  in  language  which  does  not  import  tiiey  have 
all  the  force  and  efficacy  of  pointed  instnictitHMt  and  we 
have  ri^ly  conformed  to  them,  being  both  incUned  to  do 
so,  ancffully  recogninng  the  right  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  direct  our  representative  conduct.  The  present 
predicament  of  the  subject  may,  indeed,  seem  to  be  one 
to  which  the  resolutions  do  not  apply,  and  to  exact  from 
myself  and  my  colleague  a  course  or  proceeding  which, 
in  our  judgments,  will  most  strictly  conform  to  Uiis  spirit 
and  design.  Sir,  in  determining  to  recede,  I  shall  deeply 
regret  If  the  tnanufiicturing  inter<»ts  to  which  1  have  re> 
ferred,  or  any  others,  shall  experience  any  the  least  in- 
jury. Infiillible  legislation  cannot  be  hoped  for;  we  are 
as  Uidile  to  error  and  mistake  as  other  meni  but  as  I  nn- 
cerely  believe  that  all  witli  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
associated  are  acttiatod  by  pure  and  patriotic  motives,  I 
cannot  but  expect  a  general  rea^neas  to  remedy  hercaf* 
ter,  by  special  legislation,  any  mischiefs  which  exptfience 
may  prove  to  result  from  the  defects  or  omiSMons  of  our 
present  act.  The  country  is  just  now  anxiously,  feverishly 
waiting  the  close  of  this  protracted  and  most  interesting 
session.  The  excitements  of  congressiomd  debate  have 
gradualiy  spread  thrmi^  the  whole  pcmle.  We  are  ira- 
peiativefy  called  upon  to  end  our  delioeratlon^  and  to 
present  to  our  constituents  the  great  work  upon  wludl  ve 
have  been  engaged.  Let  us  submit  this  trill  to  their  scru- 
tiny and  operation.  Should  it  prove  unsatisfiictory  or  de- 
structive in  any  part,  I  have  only  to  express  my  readiness, 
if  Provi<lence,  ttie  people,  and  my  own  free  will  permit 
me  again  to  participate  in  your  proceedings,  to  supply 
what  may  be  wanting,  or  to  reclify  what  may  be  wrong. 

Mr.  CLAY  sud,  one  of  his  chief  objections  to  the  epurse 
of  the  committee  was,  that  they  had  given  way  before  it  wan 
nec«ssary.  The  Senate  could  have  insisted,  and  tiien,  if  the 
House  had  determined  also  to  insist,  the  Senate  could  then 
have  determined  cither  to  recede  or  adhere.  He  slated 
that  much  stresv  was  laid  on  the  change  in-tlie  value  of 
the  pound  sterling,  while  it  was  certain  that  sugar,  sail 
duck,  and  other  article^  came  from  quarters  a'liere  the 

SNind  sterling  was  not  the  bans  of  calctdation.  He  caUed 
r  a  ^vision  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tcceding  fhm  die 
amendment  inserting  af^er  the  words  **  Kendal  cotton^** 
the  words  <*the  latter  weighing  not  less  than  sixteen 
ounces  to  the  square  yard,"  and  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  38,  nays  10,  as  fullows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb.  Brown,  Buckner,  Chan- 
bers,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsytl^ 
Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Uayne,  Uendrtclu,  Hill,  Holmciy 
Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moor^ 
Naudain,  Pmndezter,  Itobinson,  Sihbee,  Smith,  Spraguc, 
Tasewell,  Tipton,  I'omlinson,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster, 
White,  Wilkins  38. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  Ewing,  Poot,  Koigfa^ 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Rugyles,  Seymour,  Wsggaman. — 10. 

The  (joestion  then  was  on  receding  from  the  amend- 
ment raising  the  duty  on  silver  and  plated  wire  fron  fiv* 
to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which  was  a|^edt0. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  their  next  amendmeii^ 
nuMng  the  duty  on  Japaimed  saddlery  from  ten  to  twenty, 
fiveper  cent.,  without  a  dinmon. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  their  sent  amendment 


.  Digitized  by 


Google 


1287 


GALES  &  SEATON*S  REGISTER 


7%e  Tariff. 


[ivvt  13,1833. 


duu^of  the  dti^  on  adl  diick-«yeu'34^  nayt  14,  aa  fcd- 
lovt: 

TEAS. — McMTs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dal- 
hi.  Dickenon,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Foot,  Ponyth,  Frclinj^tijr- 
Mn,  Orundr,  Hiyne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Johnston,  Kane, 
King,  Kmgnt,  Hangvm,  Marcy,  Uiller,  Moore,  Poindex- 
ter,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 34. 

NATS — Messrs.  Bell,Ch«mben,Clay,Clayton,Ewing-, 
Holinea,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Robbing  BUi^l^  Seymour, 
Smith,  Wag((UDai>,  Webster.— 14. 

The  question  wu  next  taken  on  recedini^'  from  the 
amendment  increasing  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  to  four 
oenta  hMtead  of  tiireo  Mid  «  half  per  aquare  yard,  and 
decided  Ui'the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Messn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bnckner,  Dal- 
1a%  Dickereon,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Hendricks  Hill,  Kane,  King.  Mangum,  Harcy.  Miller, 
lloore^  Pandexter,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Tazewell, 
Upton.  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 39. 

NATS — Messrs.  Bell,  Chambert,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing. 
Foot,  FreUn^uysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kniglit,  Nau- 
dmn,  Pfenti•^  Bobbins,  Hu^^a^  SieymOur,  Spraguc, 
TomUnson,  W^cgaman,  Webster.— 19. 

The  question  wu  then  taken  on  receding  from  the 
amendment  increanng  the  duQr  on  brown  augar  from  two 
and  a  half  to  three  cents  per  pound,  and  decided  tn  the 
affirmatiTe— yeasSS,  nays  15,  asfbUowa: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Chambers,  Dalba,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth, 
Prelinghw  ram,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Uendricka,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Kn^>h^  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Poindex- 
ter,  BiAbina,  8iU>ee(  Sndth,  Spragoe,  Taaewell,  Tipton, 
Troup.  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.-^3. 

NAYS — Bell,  CUy.  Clayton,  Ewing,  Foot,  Holmes, 
Johntton,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Rubbins,  Huggles,  Seymour, 
Tomlinaon,  Waggaman,  Webuer  15. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  the  amendment  increas- 
iug  the  dutar  on  datea  from  twenl^-five  to  thir^-five  per 
cent,  ad  TaJorem,  by  the  following  vote: 

TEAS.— Measra.  Bell,  Benton,  Ubb»  Brown,  Buckner, 
Chambers,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Ellis, 
Bwing^  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelingliuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Hendricks  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Ung,  Knight, 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Milter,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindcxter, 
Bobinson,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  1'ipton, 
Tomhnsoh,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins. — 41. 

NAYS. — Mesvs.  CUy,  Prentiss,  RiMiins,  Rugglea,  Sey- 
mour, Waggaman,  Wdtster.-^Z. 

The  Senate  then  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
to  Ha  amendment  with  respect  to  eai^ieting,  by  inserting 
the  word  "  common." 

Mr.  WILKINS  here  made  some  remarks  in  further  ex- 
planation of  his  course.  He  said,  when  he  moved  the 
conference,  some  disaatiufaction  was  expressed  that  the 
■Mtkm  should  be  made  by  any  but  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  make  tlie  motion  with  any  i^ew  to  put 
htaaaelf  JbrwanI,  or  to  become  a  member  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  confisrence.  He  believed  the  Senate  would  do 
him  the  justice  to  admit  tint,  »nce  he  had  been  a  member 
of  this  body,  he  had  exiubited  no  desire  to  thrust  himself 
forward  in  it.  Some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  seemed  to  be  intended  as  sarcastic. 
That  gentleman  had  expressed  surprise  that  the  interests 
of  manuifacturers  should  be  entrusted  to  one  who  had 
taken  no  pron^ent  partinttie  debate,  and  was  not  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  eomnuttee  which  had  the  charge  of  the  subj  ept 
Bo^  at  this  stage  of  the  bumneas,  all  the  principles  had 
been  aettled,  the  votes  had  been  declared,  and  m  every 
ease  an  opinion  had  been  formed  and  expressed.  I  here 
take  occasion  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
.ttat  I  have  been  umform  in  my  support  of  manufactures, 
and  I  aotar  raiied  ui  my  course  in  regard  to  them.  This 


hill  had  passed  the  House  of  Representttivet  by  the  uo. 
paralleled  vote  of  one  hundred  and  thtrty.t«oto  rixty-lirr, 
in  which  the  adversaries  and  friends  of  the  protectire  syi. 
tern  had  united.    The  frienda  of  the  system,  he  belimd, 
by  alteiqpting  to  t^itiin  a  more  advantageous  bill,  incur 
red  the  hazard  of  losing  the  bill  entirely.   This  siiie  of 
thinga  he  had  not  lost  sight  of.    To  show  that  then  n 
no  ground  for  sarcasm,  and  no  ground  (ox  the  simufmrnt 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  in  tus  umial  idle  stnin, 
had  indulged  in,  he  would  state  that,  after  the  appuntiKnt 
of  the  committee,  he  met  the  Senator  from  Sotith  Cirolin 
in  the  committee  room,  and,  in  converHtion,  toltl  him  thit, 
for  his  guidance  in  this  business,  lie  had  chalked  wt  t 
course,  from  which  he  should  not  depart— a  coiiTse  not 
governed  by  any  particular  tncklent,  but  settkd  in  rtfa)- 
ence  to  the  existing  state  of  the  qtiestion.  Hcmighthm 
been  wrong,  but  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Sic  cob- 
mittee  determined  to  do  the  best  he  coidd  to  Mttle  Oib 
question.    The  country  called  for  an  adjustment  oFlbe 
question,  and,  to  procure  it,  he'  had  determined  to  fitid 
every  thing  hut  tne  woollens.    So  fiir  as  the  Snute  hid 
g«me  with  Uie  amendments,  they  bad  sanctionfd  hii 
courae*  by  agrenng  to  recede.     The  report  of  the 
conuiHttee,  so  fiv,  had  been  fully  stnlamed.   Ai  loi^ii 
there  was  any  chance  to  get  the  additional  du^-  on  vooi- 
leas,  I  held  out  for  it.    In  no  case  did  I  vote  to  sdhrtf, 
except  in  regard      wotilleiis.    The  Semtor  from  South 
Carolina  moved  to  recede,  and  I  went  with  him.  TV 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  did  not,  at  first,  but  ultimiiel;r 
he  yielded.    The  House,  by  an  unparalleled  mjoritf, 
had  agreed  to  fix  the  duty  on  woollens  at  fif^  pet 
cent.    When  the  bill  was  in'  the  Senate,  I  voted  with  tk 
Committee  on  Manubctures  to  inereaae  the  duty  on  wool- 
lens.   I  voted  for  the  minimum,  and  for  the  sixty  i>er 
cent.,  and  I  voted  for  the  finy-seven  per  cent.   It  m 
but  a  little  increase,  as  he  had  before  said;  but,  foTTCt- 
ing  fur  this  little,  I  have  been  denounced  in  Ungv^e 
which  I  never  wish  to  hear  in  the  Senate.   The  dwr- 
man  of  the  CtHttmittee  on  Mana&cturea  was  williif  <> 
split  the  difference,  and  uke  three  and  a  half  yrr  txA 
But  even  that  oould  not  be  obtuned,  nor  couU  fifty^t 
per  cent,  be  got.    When  nothing  was  to  be  gained 
holding  out,  when  we  had  gone  to  the  very  verge,  I 
ed.    It  is  now  for  the  Senate  to  say  whether  I  vu  ri{U 
or  wrong.    Before  I  determined  to  give  upthif«i«wl- 
ment,  I'constilted  the  Senator  from  Mew  Jersey,  whotf- 
sentedto  its  abandonment.    If  I  have  gone  wrmir,  lb*'* 
gone  in  good  company.    Mr.  W.  went  on  tosho»ttot 
the  prompt  pay  of  duties.  Uie  valuation  of  the  poonl 
sterling,  and  other  prorinons  of  the  bill,  afforded 
equivalent  for  tbe  reduction  of  the  woollen  duty.  Tht 
bill  afforded,  he  thought,  a  reasonable  protection  to  tbt 
woollens  manufiicturer.    He  put  this  case:  an 
manufitctnrer  sends  one  hundred  yards  of  cloth, 
one  hundred  dollars,  to  New  York,  at  a  consdmblec^ 

Siense  for  freight,  insurance,  &&  Tbe  American  n*in- 
itcturer  meets  it  there  witii  one  hundred  rardc  of  hi 
cloth,  worth  also  one  hundred  dollara.  Before  thevg* 
into  the  market  for  purchasers,  the  Government  inter&m 
and  takes,  by  way  of  protecting  the  Anoerican  ntaauhc- 
tiirer,  fif^  yards  of  the  cloth  belonging  to  the  Engts^ 
manufacturers.  Was  this  a  sufficient  amount  of  p|t>t«- 
tion?  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  tltat  it  was.  Butitvu 
all  that  could  be  got  now.  After  the  conference  «■ 
over,  1  remarked  to  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carols 
that  we  died  hard.  We  had  endearored  to  get  sll>* 
could;  and  1  mentioned  that  I  was  tbe  more  content  ra 
the  duty  oi\  woollens  fixed  by  the  bill,  tnasmuch  is  * 
gentleman  of  great  experience  in  the  woollen  mtnu^ 
ture  had  informed  me,  by  letter  received  that  day,  tlai.  a 
his  opinion,  fifty  per  cent.'  was  an  adequate  prattct^ 
taken  together  with  the  other  provt^na  of  die  IriH-  ^ 
writer  ttf  thia  \tXbtr  b  a  mtisen  of  Pennqrlvsais.  n# 
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IhoRNiglity  tindentood  th«  aubject,  and  wu  foniwrly  the 
chKirnum  of  tbe  Committee  nn  Mknufkcturei  in  the  other 
How^.  The  Senate  will  recollect  that  tliere  wac  no 
unendment  as  to  iron  adopted  here*  and  that  the  iron 
duties  did  not  come  under  the  notice  of  the  committee  of 
conference.  Though  the  duty  on  thtt  article  was  con- 
■iderftbly  reduced,  he  acquleiced  in  its  reduction.  It  had 
been  wked,  in  a  reproachful  tone,  why  Mgar  had  been 
■elected  u  one  of  the  aiitnecti  of  surrender.  He  would 
■ubinit  it  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Joavtrov] 
whether  that  interest  wa*  sacrificed  by  the  bill.  The 
committee  had  no  hostility  to  that  interest,  but  they  could 
not  have  preserred  tbe  amendment,  without  lorina*  the 

bill. 

Hr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  not  any  idol  Oat  he  knew  of. 
Almost  ererr  man,  tliougli,  had  bis  idol.  The  Senator 
from  PennsylTania  might  bare  an  idol  in  the  office  for 
which  be  was  a  candidate,  and  to  that  idol  he  might  hare 
■acrificed  the  woollens  interest.  He  had  nothing  himself 
wlierewitfa  to  aUiuse  the  Senate,  and  he  had  only  alluded 
to  the.  amusing  description  given  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carcdlna  of  the  course  of  his  cc^eaguea  In  the  com- 
mittee. Tli«  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  aiipp<nted  the 
wooUeni  duty  with  alt  hb  might,  and  gave  it  up.  He 
confessed  he  disliked  the  compodtion  of  this  committee. 
One  member  was  ultra4nti-tarifft  another  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Presidency;  and  tiie  third  was  an  lAd  baclie- 
lor,  who  cared  nothing  for  posterity,  whereas  we,  mr,  are 
legiHlatii^  for  posterity. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked  that  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
lylvania  must  have  desired  to  be  a  member  of  the  conw 
nuttcc  of  confkrenoei  aa  be  eoukl  not  have  expected  to 
be  treated  with  to  much  extnumiUnary  ^srespcct  u  not 
to  be  pot  on  the  committee  raised  on  his  own  motion. 
When  he  came  into  the  Senate  chamber,  he  found  ^at 
the  motion  had  been  made.  He  said  it  waa  an  extraor- 
dinary motion  for  a  gentleman  to  make,  who,  during  the 
progrAa  of  the  bill,  had  taken  no  interest  in  iL  But  I 
concurred  in  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  nippos- 
ing  that  they  would,  in  conference,  act  as  the  advocates 
cjf  the  views  of  the  Senate.  As  I  said  befne,  if  1  bad  sap- 
posed  I  waa  signing  a  power  of  attorney  to  authome  tbe 
surrender  of  the  pcrints  contended  fer  by  tbe  Senate,  I 
would  have  witltheld  my  vote.  If  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
qrlvania  had  said  to  us,  as  he  now  says,  that  it  was  hia  in- 
ten^n  to  give  up  nineteen  of  the  twenty  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  and  die  hard  in  giving  up  the  twentieth, 'the 
Senate  would  not  have  accredited  him  aa  their  negotiator. 
Hie  Senator  now  says  ^t  his  course  is  sanctioned  by  the 
votes  of  the  Senate.  Can  a  balanced  Senate  oppose  the 
report  of  the  eomnuttee  of  confiereiice?  Why  are  the 
Senate's  amendments  receded  from?  Because  they  have 
no  longer  tbe  ud  of  the  gentleman's  vote.  If  fifty-seven 
per  cent,  was  little  to  receive,  it  was  little  to  part  with, 
argues  the  gentleman.  Hon  aequitw.  If  fifty  per  cent, 
brings  it  to  a  balance,  the  addition  of  seven  per  cent,  will 
turn  the  scale.  The  Senator  had  spoken  of  tbe  unparallel- 
ed vote  by  which  tbe  House  passed  the  bill,  but  he  thought 
nothing  of  the  vote  by  wlueb  the  amendments  passed  the 
Senate.  The  bill,  as  amended,  passed  tbe  Senate  by  a 
vote  of  33  to  16.  The  whole  majority  in  the  other  House, 
against  the  additional  duty  on  woollens  of  seven  per  cent. 
Was,  as  he  had  been  informed,  only  «x  or  seven  votes. 
Stil)  the  Senator  says  he  died  hard.  I  will  not  say  it  was 
a  dishonorable  deatb,  but  I  do  say  U  was  a  bloodless  one. 

Mr.  HATNE  said  this  wm  a  small  matter.  A  different 
eourse  would  have  led  to  an  irreconcilable  £aagreement. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  their  amendment,  in- 
oreasing  the  duty  on  woollens  from  fif^  to  fifty-seven  per 
cent. — yeas  39,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb.  Brown,  Buckner,  Dal- 
las, Uickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forqrth,  Grundy,  Hayne, . 
Hendricks  Hill,  Kane,  Kin^  Kniglit,  Miugam,  Mmj, 


Miller,  Moore,  Poindezter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tazewell, 
Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilktns — 29. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Kwing, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Naudain,  Pren- 
tiss,  Robbins,  Ruffles,  Seymour,  SiUbee,  Spngue,  Tom- 
linaon,  Wi^gaman,  Webster. — 19. 

Hie  ameadraenti  having  been  ^one  through, 

Mr.  HAYNB  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  to  amend  it,  as  to  provide  fiv  a  ^stcm  of  ad  valo- 
rem duties,  BO  arranged  as  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  country. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  such  a  motion  could 
ntjit  be  received,  as  the  Senate  must  now  be  confined  to 
its  action  on  tiie  diMfj^reting  votes  of  tiie  two  Houses. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  rose.  It  ¥ras  not  liis  inten- 
tion, he  said,  to  go  into  any  detuls,  but  to  renew  the  mo* 
tion  for  indefinite  poetponemeDt.  He  felt  that  if  be  were 
to  vote  for  the  bill,  he  would  be  concediw  a  power 
Congress  to  lay  taxes  on  the  country  fur  other  purposes 
than  revenue — a  power  which  he  denied  they  possessed, 
other  than  that  for  the  payment  of  their  debts.  Were  be 
to  vote  for  the  bill,  he  should  oonnder  himself  committnd 
to  the  principle,  though  other  gentlemen  had  expressed 
a  different  opinion.  But  what  was  tiiis  bill'  It  kept  up 
the  duties  on  tbe  protected  articles]  was  oppressive  m  the 
extreme  on  the  raw  material.  [The  CHAIR  requested  the 
Senates  would  confine  himself  to  the  question.]  It  was  hia 
intention,  Mr.  P.  resumed,  to  record  his  opinion  of  th« 
measure  at  a  prior  stufe,  but  no  fitting  opportunity  had 
presented  itsdf,  and  be  would  merely  now  sajr  that  he 
considered  tbe  present  bill,  fKun  tlie  inequality  of  its 
{^ration,  worse  than  tlie  bill  of  abonunations  of  1838. 
Be  would  conform  to  the  wisli  of  the  Chan-,  and  would 
now  move  tiiat  tbe  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
:    Mr.  H  AVNE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  would  vote  against  the  motion, 
and  so  far  sanction  the  present  bill,  but  it  waa  necessary 
for  him  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  vote.    Ahbough  the 

Krinciple  of  protection  waa  embraced  in  this  bill  fur  which 
e  was  about  to  vote,  ^et  is  be  hereaf^  to  be  committed 
in  Ikvar  of  tbe  principle.'  He  hoped  not.  Defeat  the 
present  bill,  and  what  would  be  tm  eontequenee?  We 
would  have  the  existing  tariff,  without  any  reduction. 
The  present  measure  was  a  modification  of  i%  so  fiir  as  it 
wentt  and  he  would  vote  for  getting  rid  of  so  much  of  the 
abominable  bill  of  18'3B.  It-was  not  a  question  of  protec- 
tion, but  of  reduction  of  tbe  burdens  of  the  people;  and 
he  would  continue  the  uncompronusing,  incessant  enemy 
of  tiie  aystem,  till  it  waa  totally  abrogated  by  Congress. 

Mr.  FOOl'  mid  he  bad  once  voted  for  the  indcfiiAe 
poetponement  of  this  bill,  on  the  motion  of  tiie  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Baut]  but  since  we  are  call- 
ed to  record  our  votes  agun  on  a  similar  motion,  and  hia 
vote  would  now  be  recorded  ag»nst  it,  he  felt  it  due  to 
himself  to  explain  the  reasons  whieb  induced  him  to  give 
a  different  vote  at  this  time.  Sir,  sMd  Mr.  F.,  there  is 
not  a  Senator  on  this  floor  man  disposed  than  myself  to 
make  any  reasonable  sactifloe  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  harmMy  of  this  confedeiw^;  to  refiere  anj 
portion  from  unreasonable  or  unequal  burdenst  to  en^^ 
vor  to  allay  any  unfi}rtunate  excitement  produced  even 
by  mistaken  notions  of  inequality  in  the  operation  uf  any 
of  our  laws.  On  this  ground,  and  on  this  alone,  wsa  my 
vote  recorded  in  fiivor  of  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Se- 
nate. And  after  the  repeated  declaration  of  the  Senator 
fhnn  South  Carotins,  [Mr.  Havhb,]  and  tbe  Senate  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Kiiro,]  and  others,  that  this  bill  would  aA 
ford  no  relief,  but  was  more  obnoxiotu  than  even  the  act 
uf  1838,  so  often  called  tbe  bill  of  abominations,"  I  was 
diaposed  to  unite  with  them  in  rejecting  it.  But,  sir,  in 
this  vote  they  did  not  unite. 

Tome  this  bill  has  no  charms.  Periiaps  there  is  note 
angle  State  in  this  Dmui  which  wiUbomer^  if  atmucli, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1291 


GALE3  &  SEA'TOPTd  REGlSTEtt  m 


7%e  Ibriff. 


[Jvvt  12. 1833. 


affected  by  lU  passage  as  my  own.  More  iDtnufacttirea 
of  various  descriptions  are  spi-inging  up  under  the  pro- 
tection of  your  Uws  in  tlic  State  of  Connecticut,  than  in 
any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  ^^"-^y  them  are  in 
their  infancy,  and  mutt  be  serioualy  affected*  if  not  to- 
tally prottrated  by  this  bill.  The  committee  of  confer- 
ence had  proposed  to  surrender  every  amendment  made 
in  the  Senate,  in  which  our  iinaller  mannfacturera  were 
particularly  interested,  and  some  of  which  amendmenta 
nad  been  made  at  my  su^vstion,  from  letters  and  infor- 
mation laid  before  the  Citmntittee  on  MaHufactiires  by  me. 
These  were  all  to  be  surrendered  without  a  stmi^le; 
without  an  effort  to  save  them.  The  eommitlee  knt-w 
full  well  our  ounvictifms  of  tlie  bliirhting  effect!!  of  the  bill 
on  the  Easteni  States,  and  particularly  m  the  State  whicli 
has  honored  me  with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  without  the 
amendment  of  the  Scnirte,  for  1  liad  stated  them  in  the  <li3- 
cussion  of  those  amendmeiits,  and  produced  the  proof- 
I  have  this  day  received  another  letter  from  an  intelligent 
fu-mer,  who  hait  made  great  exertions  to  improve  the  qua- 
lity of  the  wool  in  this  country,  v  ho  says  *'  tlie  hopes  of 
the  woo)  growers  are  destroyed,  and  even  the  Saxony 
aheep  musit  be  resigned  up  to  the  butcher-" 

The  question  is  now  presented  under  circumstances 
somewhat  different.  The  Senate  have  acted  on  the 
amendments.  My  votes  have  been  in  fuvor  of  the  amejid- 
aivnta  of  the  Seiuitet  but  as,  in  all  cases,  minorities  must 
submit,  in  this  case  it  becomes  my  duly.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  lias  stated  his  determination  that  if,  at  the 
nextsesnon,  it  diall  be  ascertained  that  any  infant  manu- 
fixture  will  be  seriously  injured,  he  will  unite  in  any  fur- 
ther amendment  ni  favor  of  necessary  prcrtrctiont  and  as 
the  bill  Will  not  go  into  operation  until  another  Session  in- 
tervenes, I  am  disposed  to  withdraw  my  nppOBition,  and 
permit  tlie  bill  to  pass,  not  by  an  affirmative  vote,  but  by 
one  which  will  be  equally  effectirei  by  vottng  aguiiisrthc 
motion  for  imiefiniie  postponement.  Another  reanon 
vhicli  will  induce  me  to  vote  against  the  present  motion 
is,  that  it  it  made  avowedly  on  the  ground  that  "  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection  to  our  manufactures  is  recognised  in 
ttf"  and  Senators  have  declared  this  to  be  good  ground  for 
ita  rejection.  Sir,  against  this  doctrine  I  enter  my  solemn 
nrot<.sl!  Itaapstlie  Ibundation  of  all  Government!  What 
IB  the  first  duty  of  Government?  Protection!  Will  you 
confine  tliis  obligation  to  tite  protection  of  the  lives  of 
your  citizens  alone  ^  Will  you  not  extend  it  to  their  pro- 
perty? And  is  this  to  be  confined  to  protection  of  pro- 
perty only  against  biwless  pirates  and  rabbet*'  Is  it  not 
equally  tlie  duty  of  tlie  Government  to  protect  the  properr 
ty  of  its  cilizeiis  frum  damage  or  injury  arising  from  the 
legiidation  of  foreign  nations,  by  countervailing  legislation 
or  restnction,  and  to  encinimge  and  protect  their  infliisti-y  ? 
This  baa  been  the  policy  of  this  Government  from  the 
commencement  of  ita  existence!  The  very  first  act  of 
Congress,  after  the  adt^uii  of  the  coiistitiitiun,  recognises 
this  pnncple,  and  admits  this  to  be  its  duty.  It  has  had 
the  aanctioii  of  forty  yeara,  and  Senators  may  rest  aatitred 
it  will  not  be  abandoned.  It  cannot  be  abandoned  while 
the  Government  has  art  existence.  Without  this  principle 
of  protection,  no  Government  would  he  worth  preaerving, 
nor  deserve  the  name.  Nor  will  my  vote  be  given  on  any 
question,  to  sanction  for  a  moment,  or  to  countenance, 
any  doctrine  ao  filial  in  its  tendency. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  woukl  vote  fur  the  indefinite 
postponement  It  was  not  enough  tliat  the  revenue  was 
reduced,  fur  the  bill  carried  out  the  odious  principle  of 
ineqimlityi  the  lich  would  be  indulged  in  their  luxuries 
witliout  taxation,  whilst  the  poor  were  heavily  burdened. 
He  would  na\  sanction  the  bill,  because  he  believed  it 
would  go  lo  fix  a  settled  Hystem  of  the  policy  of  protec- 
tion. Its  principle  was  to  do  evil,  that  good  might  result, 
but  he  would  rely  that  a  returning  sense  of  justice  would 
yet  influence  tbetr  coundls. 


Mr.  KING  said,  but  fur  the  remarks  that  had  been  mdc, 
it  was  not  bis  intention  to  have  trespassed  on  the  ■ttrntioa 
of  the  Senate.,  The  Senator  frum  Kentucky  [Hr.  Cut] 
had  obaerved  that  tlie  Southern  gentlemen,  by  thw 
former  vote,  had  e6nceded  their  opinions  in  frvor  of  ibe 
present  measure,  t^uch  was  not  the  caset  for  hnaieK,  be 
would  never  be  in  favor  of  a  measure  which  pirsnrcd 
the  present  inequality.  He  had  awd,  on  a  formcroca- 
Bion,  that  he  would  vote,  though  reluctantly,  for  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House;  hut  it  had  underfpne  such 
changes  here  for  the  worse,  that  he  voted  agtiiut  it  ts 
amended.  Heliad  voted  against  the  ut  of  lffit4|  he  hid 
also  voted  against  ^e  bill  of  1838^  But  all  tbeappeihof 
the  .South  had  been  heretofore  disregarded.  In  the 
measure  now  introduced,  the  friends  of  pnitection  lad 
been  induced  to  make  some  mitigation  in  lessening  the 
public  burdens;  on  tliis  ground,  when  the  od'ioul  unrnd. 
ments  were  receded  from,  he  would  vote  fur  the  bill, 
though  still  with  rehictance,  and  in  hopeaof  fiirtlier  rtK.^ 
fntm  (he  sviitem.  ll  was  for  the  first  time  in  bis  ei|M- 
rience,  Uiat*  he  had  heard  such  language  of  ocnsore  tntd 
to  a  committee  of  conference,  as  tMat  which  csote  froi 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  ymi  yourself,  Mr.  ClBB^ 
man,  said  Mr.  K.,  scarcely  escaped  for  your  ■ppo'inUnent 
of  the  members  of  that  committee.  Who  had  CTtrbiml 
of  a  committee  of  conference  yielding  nothing'  It  vu 
for  tlie  very  purpose  of  compromise  that  recour«e»ii 
had  to  that  mi»de.  The  Senator  from  PennsjWani*  [Mr. 
WiLKisn]  tuul  been  denounced,  but  his  firm  and  b^ 
clmmcter  couM  not  be  afTected  by  the  assault.  TIte  gn- 
tlenrnn  from  Kentucky  had  congnttilated  liinneir  in  smi' 
cip^ition  of  having  tlie  future  support  of  the  gentlwneitf 
tlie  StMith;  but  he  had  reckoned  without  his  hoM.  Ai 
regarded  the  present  bill,  and  the  existing  Uw,  he  rould 
choose  the  lesser  evili  yet  he  would  not  compromit  h* 
principl^st  and  on  a  future  occasion  Ais  friends  wwUEnl 
iiim  comhHtin^  by  their  side. 

Mr.  HAYNB  said  he  had  but  one  more  word  to 
before  the  final  question  was  taken.  Prom  tlte  bepmuif 
of  the  session  up  to  the  present  moment,  he  had,  with  the 
most  perfect  good  faith,  voted  for  every  prep<*tioii,  mi 
used  his  utmost  efforts  to  effect  ouch  a  mndiiicaiinn  of  ibe 
tariff  as  should  remove  existing  difficulties,  anddoeqtul 
justice  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  'I'he  hill  had  bern  pot 
into  tlie  form  which  the  tariff  majority  in  both  Houacihai 
thouglit  proper  to  give  it,  and  it  now  only  rtmsiittdt* 
him,  at  Utis  Inst  stage  of  ila  prog  re  sa,  -to  record  Im 
ments  in  relation  to  it.  He  hul  exainmed  its  pnrnsM 
careftilly.  He  waft  perfiMtly  satisfied  that  it  did  not  pro- 
pose to  effect  a  reduction  in  the  rerenife  of  more  tJa" 
fr<im  three  to  four  mdliotia  of  dollars,  and  of  tliis  JutAj 
the  whole  amount  was  on  unprotected  articles.  So  &r,  il 
a^ravatedthe  injustice  and  inequality  of  which  theSoul* 
had  80  loudly  compUiiied.  This  bill  recognises  the  ff 
tecting  system;  it  has  been  arranged  througfamit,  on  iIm 
single  principle  of  taking  care  of  the  interests  nf  the 
manufacturera,  and  was  now  openly  aupportrd  bf  the 
IM^ff  party,  on  the  ground  that  this  protection  vis  vi^ 
quale  to  the  object)  and  it  had  been  openly  avowed  ib«t, 
if  it  siioiikl,  in  any  case,  prove  otherwise,  further  p«*J^ 
lion  was  to  be  hereafter  extended.  The  duties  reUiwd 
by  this  bill  were  moat  unreasonable  and  exorbitant— nnj'- 
seven  per  cent,  upon  wo<^lenB,  upwards-  of  one  hundnu 
percent,  upon  cottona  and  iron,  «nd  still  highcrupoo"^ 
and  sugar,  while  articles  of  luxury,  only  becauie  tlwy  ca 
nut  come  into  competition  with  domestic  manufRCtiint 
were  to  be  admitted  duty  free.  He  ^legardcd  this  bill  * 
fixing  the  svrtein  upon  the  country  forever,  beyond  Iw^ 
of  future  relief.  He  aliould,  therefore,  vote  for  in  im*'^ 
nite  postponement!  »nJ  if  tlie  bill  waa  to  pass  he* 
leave  tlie  responsibility  of  a  meaiurc  fniight  with  wO 
fiital  consequences  to  others. 
The  vote  being  then  taken,  tiie  poiQiotiemcat  wsi  w> 
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The  Bank  Feto. 


[SnrATi> 


TEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Mangrinn, 
Miller,  Hoore,  Niiiidttin,  Poiitdexter,  Robbin*,  Buggies, 
Tuzewel),  Troup,  Tyler,  Wa^uman. — 15. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bl-owl^  Chambers,  Clay,  Dal- 
las, UickerMMi,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Foot,  Fursyth, 
Frdiiig^uysen,  Grandy,  Hendrickn,  Hill,  Johitatoii,  Kane, 
King,  Knifflit,  Miircy,  Bubinsoii,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Spmpie,  Tipton,  Tomliiuon,  Webster,  White,  Wilkiiis. 
—SO. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  wm  losti  uid  the  report  of 
the  comniittee  of  conference  sustained. 


Fbidai,  Jult  is. 

THE  BANK  VETO- 

The  Senate  having  again  taken  up  this  subject, 
Mr.  BRNTON  tlwn  renunicd  Uis  ubtiervatiuiis,  charging 
the  bank  with  having  applied  its  means  fur  the  purpose  ol' 
operating  on  public  opmiun,  and  influencing  the  vutcs  of 
the  people  against  (General  Jackjion;  and  reiterating  the 
arguments  against  tlie  buitk  which  he  bad  used  during  tlie 
progrt-ss  of  tlie  bill.    He  denied  that  the  disasters  uf  the 
late  Mar  were  justly  attributable  to  the  want  of  a  bank, 
such  as  tint  of  the  preseut  inatitiitjuni  and  asserted  that 
tlic  State  banks  luid  ini|X>veriahed  ttwniselves  by  titeir 
efforts  to  please  Uie  arniy.    He  expressed  bis  hopes  tliat 
tile  fr.ends  of  General  Jacksun,  who  luul  sujiported  the 
bank,  would  be  convinced,  by  its  conduct  previous  to  the 
next  Nuvember,  thut  it  wiis  merely  a  pul.tjcal  engine,  em- 
pliiyed  for  the  purpose  of  destr(iy.ng  th«  election  of 
General  Jackson.    He  invited  membem  to  read  the  pam- 
phlet of  Sir  Henry  Farncll  against  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  recommending  iu  subdiviwon.    He  asserted  tlmt  the 
United  StatCn'  Bank  had  uniformly  refused  to  establish  a 
branch  in  Missouri,  althougli  repeatedly,  sol.cited  by  the 
mercliants,  until  he  luul  unmasked  his  opposition  to  the 
bank.    He  then  went  on  tu  quot«  the  lungUHge  of  Sir 
IV.Uiam  PuUeoey  against  tlte  Bank  of  England,  in  order 
to  justify,  by  his  example,  Ute  use  of  the  word  "  mono- 
poly" by  tlie  President.    The  policy  of  permitting  fo- 
reigner! to  hold  stock  in  the  United  SUtes*  Bank,  he 
asserted  to  be  distinct  from  that  of  obtaining  loaiu  fruin 
foreigners  for  internal  ijiiprovemeiit^i  and  declared  it  to 
be  extremely  dangerous  for  foreigners  to  be  tlie  bankera 
of  the  United  States.    In  the  course  of  liis  remarks,  he 
had  cliaraeterized  the  speech  of  Hr.  C.  as  wanting,  in 
co«irtesy,  hideeorousi  and  disrespectful  to  the  Chief  Ma- 
ginrate. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  r^rd  to  the 
personal  alUisions  made  to  himself  by  the  aenator  from 
Missuuri.  He  would  previouiJy  remark  that  tlie  fact  was 
now  esUbUshed  by  tliat  Senator,  that  the  famous  tariff  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had  engaged  so 
much  anxious  deliberation  in  Congress  duriii?  this  session, 
vri^nated  from  a  resulijtion  in  that  othcer  a  ovrn  hand- 
writing, presented  to,  and  adopted  by,  the  House  of  Ke- 
preacntatives.  That  tact  was  unafiected  by  any  circum- 
stances which  l^d  to  the  draught  of  the  res:)liitiuii,  and 
conclusively  prores  that  the  duty  of  preparing  the  bill,  if 
itot  vuluntarity  sought,  was  not  reluctantly  assutned  by  the 
Secretary. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  has  adverted  to  the  F.ict  of 
cro\v<led  galleries.  But  if,  impelled  by  curiosity',  the 
g'ulleriea  are  occanionully  filled,  when  it  is  ilnderslood 
some  Senators  are  to  speak,  no  member  knows  better  than 
ttie  honorable  geiitlemaa  that,  when  some  otliers  rise,  the 
giilleries  are  quickly  emptied,  with  whatever  else  tiie 
Senate  clumber  may  then  be  tilled.  The  member  ought 
not  to  be  dissatisfied  to-day  with  the  presence  of  thuse 
who  are  around  hiin;  fur  among  them  is  a  lady  of  great 
litentry  eminence.  [Alluding  to  a  noted  female  of  th 
name  of  Royal,  who  sat  near  Mr.  B.}  -  ■  - 

Mr.  C.  continued,  and  observed  tliat  he  had  been  ac- 


cused by  the  Senator  ftom  Missouri  with  a  want  of  cour- 
tesy and  decorum  towards  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  the  comments  which  he  iiad  felt  it  his 
duty  to  make  upon  the  President's  mesuge  acccjmpanyinr 
his  veto  upon  the  bank  bill.  How  had  he  rendered  himself 
liable  to  tlds  accusation?  A  bill  to  rrcimrterthe  bunk  had 
passed  the  Senate,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  [Mr.  C.'sj 
vote  as  one  of  the  majority.  The  Prendent  disapproved 
it,  and  in  an  elaborate  message  states  at  large  his  objec- 
tions. Now,  what  was  ih^  most  respectful  course  in  re- 
gard to  this  message?  To  examine,  weigh,  discuss,  and 
decide  upon  the  objections^  or  to  proceed  to  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  bill,  enjoined  by  the  constitution,  in 
silence?  Mr.  C.  would  appeal  from  the  Senator  to  the 
Senate,  if  he  bad  not  treateil  the  Prescient  and  his  me^ 
sage  witli  all  the  (vspect  which  was  conristent  with  the 
occasion,  and  with  the  h'gh  respons.bility  under  which 
every  member  of  tiie  body  was  bound  to  act.  In  some 
past  tmnsBctions,  well  known  to  the  public,  he  [Mr.  C] 
iiad  been  furnished  by  the  Presidt-nt  with  cause  fin*  re- 
sentment. But  the  indulgence  of  feelings  of  that  de- 
scriptiun  was  altogether  inipmper  in  the  discharge  of 
official  duties}  and  he  was  entirely  unconscious  of  their 
operation  upon  bis  nundin  ftdfiHing  his  public  obligations 
tlierein. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  attributed  to  him  [Mr. 
C]  a  motive  for  his  retiiarks,  with  respect  to  the  cnnse- 
queiicea  which  would  ensue  in  the  Western  country  from 
llie  (tiscontiiuiancb  of  the  bank.  But  had  nut  the  President 
given  iu  lii»  message  the  supposed  operation  of  the  bank  in 
the  West,  a  conspicuous  place?  Had  he  not  emphatically 
called  theattcntiun  of  the  Senate  to  tlieiniurioiiseffects  of 
this  institution  on  Western  prosperity:  The  member 
from  Missouri  wuuM  be  the  last  to  aa^gn  to  the  Premdent 
impn>per  motives  for  tiiis  part  of  tiis  messagei  and  why 
sbutdil  he  attribute  them  to  another? 

Mr,  President,  said  Mr.  C,  I  cannot  allow  the  member 
from  Missouri  to  instruct  me  in  etiquette  and  courtesy, 
and  how  I  shall  deport  myself  towards  an  exalted  per* 
sonuge.  1  can  take  no  instructions  from  such  a  source. 
I  cannot,  at  this  period  of  my  life,  go  with  the  member 
from  Missouri  and  bis  Indian  blankets  to  Boon's  Lick,  to  be 
tauglit  the  niles  and  practice  of  politeness.  If  1  could  con- 
sent to  receive  him  as  my  preceptor,  I  should  be  at  a  loss  to 
know  to  which  of  the  opposite  opinfons  he,  :it  different  pe- 
riods, haa  entertained  of  -the  President,  I  ought  to  Con- 
form myself.  1  never  had  any  personal  rencontre  with 
the  Prendent;  1  never  promulgated  a  bulletin  on  any  such 
rencontret  1  never  comphiined  of  tlie  President  beating  a 
brother  of  nune  after  he  was  prostrated  and  lying  appa- 
rently lifeless.  The  member  from  Missouri  needs  no  mors 
specitic  indications  of  the  transaction  to  which  allusion  is 
now  matle.  Nor  did  1  ever  make  such  a  prophecy  of  the 
events,  which  would  ensue  from  the  elevation  of  the 
President,  as  the  public  press  ascribes  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missotiri. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
detain  the  Senate  by  any  further  notice  of  theobservaUoni 
of  Uie  Senator  from  Missouri.  He  had  now  ami  forever 
discharged  all  obligations  under  which  that  Senator  had 
placed  him,  and  he  had  given  Jiim  a  full  acquittance. 

Mr.  BENTUN  siiid  that  it  was  true  he  and  General 
Jackaon  had  liad  a  personal  conflict;  it  was  true  he  had 
fought  with  him;  but  he  hoped  they  had  fought  as  tnen. 
When  that  contest  was  over,  so  was  their  enmity  t  three 
montliB,  after  tlicy  were  good  friends;  and  at  any  time 
lance,  each  would  have  assisted  and  done  any  thing  in  his 
power  for  the  other.  The^  had  a  contest.  It  a-ss  true, 
Dut  there  was  no  question  ol  adjiHimed  veracity  between 
them-~«o  adjourned  veracity  remaining  on  the  public 
mmd.  No,  air,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  such  were  the  esse,  there 
would  have  been  a  separation  betwee»i  us,  wider  than  the 
gulf  wlkicb  separates  heaven  from  lu-U!  ■ 
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As  regarded  ttut  fiunoui  placard  put  to  bis  accouot, 
vherein  it  wu  asserted  tlut  mcmbera  of  Congreu,  in  a 
certain  event,  would  bave  to  legUUte  armed,  it  wu  but 
vitbin  a  fev  dayi  tbat  a  St  Louia  paper  contained  a  card 
from  Colonel  Lawlew,  in  refutation  of  the  charge  re- 
•peottnghim,  [Mr.  B.]  as  the  author  of  the  production. 
In  that  card*  Colonel  Lawless  called  for  any  one  within  the 
State  to  come  forward,  who  had  ever  heara  him  [Hr.  B.] 
make  the  assertion;  but  no  one  had  come  forward,  nor 
could  any  one.  Colonel  Lawless,  who  whs  well  acquainted 
with  the  iraiisactioiis  of  tliat  day,  denied,  from  bis  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  him,  [Mr.  B.]  and  from  the  intimate 
connexion  subai^ng  between  them  at  the  period,  tbat 
Mich  aasertioiia  were  consonant  with  his  (Mr.  B.'«]  senti- 
ments, or  tbat  he  bad  ever  uttered  them.  But,  though 
the  calumniator,  who.  in  the  dark,  bad  affixed  the  6Lbr\- 
cated  placard  to  the  lamp  posts,  Itad  remained  unseen,  he 
[Mr.  B.]  waanolongeriiiduub^  in  one  respect  at  least,  as 
regardetl  the  respoiwble  author  in  the  Senate,  who  had 
now  ^v«n  currency  to  the  atrodoua  calumny)  and  such 
be  pronounced  xX. 

Mr.  CLAT,  in  reply,  oUerred,  that  as  to  the  question 
of  "adjourned  vcnicity,''  when  the  Prestdimt  lent  the 
sanction  of  his  name  to  the  charge,  which  he  supposes  the 
member  alluded  lo,  lie  [Mr.  C]  promptly  and  pcremp. 
tonly  denied  the  cliargt:,  and  Uemaiided  the  proof.  Tlic 
witness  was  produced,  and  Mr-  C.  was  willing  to  abide  by 
Uie  judgment  of  the  present  generation  and  pustcn^,  as  to 
the  testunony  wtuch  he  rendered,  and  h«  prouounced  the 
charge,  by  whomsoerer  made,  master  or  mi^,  dcsutute  of 
all  louniiatiun.  That  witness  has  recently  gone  to  St. 
Petersburg,  as  the  minister  tif  the  UniteU  States.  [Mr. 
BENTON,  after  a  momentary  conference  with  a  Senator 
nemr,  aatd  aloud  from  his  seat,  *<  the  hsberies"— **  the  fish- 
eries."]  Aa  to  the  prophecy  in  the  public  press,  re- 
sumed Mr.  C,  the  member  from  Missouri  refers  lu  Colonel 
Lawles»'s  denial  of  its  truth,  andaays  no  man  in  Missoun 
bad  come  forward  to  substantiate  it.  Mr.  CLAY,  pausing, 
and  looking  at  the  member  from  Missoun,  asked,  can  tbe 
Senator  tliruw  his  eyes  on  me — will  he  look  in  my  fiice  and 
anacrt  that  he  never  used  Unguage  simihirtotbi^  imputed 
to  him.'  [Mr.  BENTON,  after  a  pause,  pointing  his 
finger  at  Mr.  Clat,  indicating  tbat  he  was  so  loolcing, 
said,  he  could'* — "be  could."]  Mr.  CLAY  said,  1  re- 
peat, can  tlie  Senator  look  me  in  tlie  face  and  sfcy  he  did 
nut  make  use  of  such  language  out  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
[Mr.  BENTON  reitcnted  his  former  answer.]  Mr.  CLAY. 
I  again  ask,  can  that  man  presume  to  luok  me  in  the  fiwe 
and  deny  it ^  [Mr.  BENTON  repeated  his  previous  re- 
mark.]   Mr.  CLAY  resumed  his  seat,  and 

Hr.  BKNTON  said  he  had  already  pronounced  it  an 
*'  atrocious  calumny" — he  bad  pointed  out  the  author  in 
the  aeiiate — he  would  pin  it  to  his  aleevei  it  would  stick, 
stick,  stick  there,  and  there  he  wislied  it  to  remain. 

Ur.  CLAY  roM,  and  said  be  returned  the  charge  of 
calumny  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 

Tbe  CUAIK  (Mr.  TasiTBU.)  sakl  the  debate  could  not 
longer  be  suilcredi  the  Senator  frtun  Kentucky  must  take 
bisseaL 

Mr.  CLAY.  1  witih  to  explain. 

The  CHAIR.  No  furt|ier  explanation  wUl  be  beard 
Trom  tbe  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  • 

Mr.  CLAY.  1  tell  tbe  f  resident  1  must  be  beard)  and  I 
demand  to  know  the-  punt  of  order. 

The  CHAIR.  The  Senator  was  out  of  order  in  &e 
language  used  to  the  Senator  fnm  Missouri 

Mr.  CLAY.  Then  1  will  make  another  pnnt  of  order. 
Wat  not  tbe  language  of  the  Senator  from  Miswuri  out  <tf 
order? 

The  CHAIR.  Tbe  present  incumbent  was  not  in  the 
chair  when  the  debate  arose. 
[Mr.  PetnixTM  had  thnn  tcmponrily  oeen^ed  tbe 

chair.)  , 


Mr.  POINDEXTER  roae  to  explain. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  (Mr.  P.  on  his  feet)  and  wd,  m 
apology  is  due  by  me  to  the  Senate:  Iwasootofonler. 

Mr.  CLATsaid  (Mr.  P.  itilt  in  possesMa  of  the  eye  of 
the  Cbair)  to  tbe  same  tribunal  I  take  the  wneopportiratf 
to  offer  an  apologyi  for  Senator  from  MiMouii  1  bm 
nime. 

Mr.  POINOEXTER  here  explained:  his  vordi  ven 
not  distinctly  audible  in  the  gallery;  but  we  undentood 
him  to  ssy  that  be  had  not  conceiv«l  the  d^ate  irrcgulu 
at  the  period  he  vacated  the  chair. 

Mr.  P.  having  sat  down,  tbere  was  a  general  call  d 
"question,'*  "question." 

Tbe  question  Was  then  put,  "  whcAer  tbe  bill  Aodj 
become  a  law,  the  President's  objections  to  tbe  conlmr 
notwithsbindingt"  and  was  decided  in  the  nesatitt,  ii 
follows:  (two4hirds  beii^  necessary  tocanyanttMun 
against  the  Executive  veto.) 

YEAS.'-Messrs.  Buokner,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ck;to% 
Dallas,  Foot,  Frelii^uyaen,  Hendricks,  Uuhnei,  Jotn- 
stun,  PcHndexter,  I'rentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rue^ 
Seymour,  Sibhc^  Spnguc,  Tiptoi^  Tonrfinsot^ffe«itfi 
wikina.— 33. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dudley,  fJh, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kuie,  King,  Hugil, 
Marcy,  Miller,  Moore,  Taxewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  WdHc, 
—19. 

The  Senate  acted  on  a  large  number  pmatt  vA 
other  bills,  and  then  spent  the  remainder  of  the  nlliif  ii 
executive  business. 

SATvnnxT,  JvLT  14. 

FREE  BRIDGE. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  draw  of  the  FOtooac  bridge  M 
returned  from  the  House,  with  an  amendment,  inuodtxiii 
a  proriaon  to  pay  to  tlie  Washington  Brit^  Conpq 
$SU,0OU  for  their  right  in  the  bridgct  and  that,  on  (ke 
cotnpIeUon  ttf  such  purchase,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr» 
sury  shall  construct  a  new  bridge,  for  winch  nxtf  tte 
sand  flollara  are  appropriated.  The  brii%e  to  be  fin- 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  concur,  and  sUtcd,  btitl}, 
tlie  deep  and  intense  interest  which  was  felt  tbroushaiit 
the  District,  relative  to  tlie  fiite  of  this  measure.  Be 
stated  that  the  citizens  of  Georgetown  had  oppotedib* 
matter,  and  had  opposed  every  improvement  rfthcdi 
bridge.  They  thought  it -would  bp  injorious  to  ihciri» 
lerests;  but,  should  it  be  found  so,  be  was  ready  ts km 
his  ud  to  relieve  Uiem. 

Mr.  BUCKNEB  made  one  or  tworciMiiniooppodte 
to  the  bill,  and  moved  to  lay  H  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  agun  invoked  tlte  Semte  tosettli 
this  vexed  question,  which  had  been  before  the  S«iiK 
year  after  year. 

Mr.  FOKSYTH  said  it  would  he  time  ewmgh  rttRjx 
to  build  this  bridge.  ^ 
.  Mr.  BUOKNER  then  adverted  to  the  injuiy 
would  be  done  to  GcOTgetown  by  the  constnictioa  of  ua 
free  bridge. 

Ilie  miestion  was  then  taken,  and  deoded  in  the  nep- 
tive,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Buckner,  DickeTsoi^  Forfjrth,  ^ 
linghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  MangiuD,  Itorc}', 
binaon.  Smith,  TsKwell,  White.— 13. 

NAYS — Meaars.  Chambers,  CUy,  CMyton,  m 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Foot,  Kane,  Potndexter.  RobM 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  ToniUnson,  Tykr,  Vtgp- 
roan. — 17.  . 

Mr.  MANGUH  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  iBdeSniir? 

I'he  yeas  and  nays  wve  ordered.  ^ 

Mr.  CLAY  asked  if  there  was  an/  provision  in  the  W 
to  construct  the  biidge  near  the  aqueduct.  , 

Mr.  CUAMBEBS  replied  in,  th«  negatire^  sad  M» 
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tbftt  he  had  made  aevcral  efforts  to  g«t  up  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  Gewvetovn  bridge^  but  without  effect  The 
coiutmction  of  tlui  bri<^  would  not  be  productive  of  the 
interruption  of  the  nBTigmtion,  which  «af  caused  by  the 

former  bridge. 

Mr.  FOKSYTH  made  some  remarks  in  opposition. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  Georgetown  had 
no  re&son  to  complain.  The  subject  had  been  sufficient- 
ly long  before  Congress  for  every  gentleman  to  have 
nude  up  bis  mind  on  the  nibject.  He  would  therefore 
vote  sgfuost  postponement.  He  stated  what  were  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  the  District  now  labored,  and 
said  there  were  no  constitutional  objections. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  felt  no  slight  solicitude  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  this  bridge.  It  was  the  first  subject  on  whidi  he 
ever  opened  his  mouth  in  this  Senate.  The  Senator 
from  Maryland  and  himself  were  the  only  Senators  lefl 
of  that  body.  It  was  then,  after  occup^^ing  the  Senate 
three  weeks,  postponed  till  the  next  season,  on  the  mo- 
lion  of  a  Senator  of  Virginia,  and  at  the  next  session  it 
became  a  htw.  The  destruction  of  that  bridge  had 
caused  great  inconvenience  to  the  District,  and  to  the 
transportation  of  the  mail.  He  adverted  to  the  guard 
against  any  waste,  which  was  provided  by  the  language 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  there  had  been  no  part  of  the  District 
so  anxious  to  bring  tiie  Goreminent  hither  as  Georgetown. 
There  were  some  able  meirthere,  who  exerted  themselves 
to  that  effect  He  considered  Georgetown  as  a  part  of 
his  charge,  aa  a  representative  from  Haryland,  of  which 
she  had  been  a  portion,  and  he  would  vote  for  the  post- 
ponement. 

Hr.  FRELINGHU  VSEN  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
postponement,  but  he  hoped  Congress  would  pause  be- 
fi>re  they  made.thiafreebrid^.  He  preferred  that  the  ud 
should  be  g^ven  in  tlie  form  m  which  it  wsa^ven  to  Alex- 
andria. 

I'he  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  was  negatived— 
yeas  13,  nays  19. 

The  first  amendment  was  concurred  in — yeas  15, 
nays  13. 

Hr.  FBELINGHUYSEN  moved  to  amend  the  second 
amendment,  by  sidislitutinga.  provision,  tbat  60,000doUan 


be  appropriated  and  paid  to  the  Washington  Bridge  Com- 
pany for  the  repur  OTthe  bridge. 

'Hiif  motion  was  negatived,  and  fht  amendments  of  the 
other  House  Were  agreed  toi 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  with  other  business,  and 
continued,  with  the  mtermission  of  a  abort  roccn,  until 
nine  o'clock  at  nigh^  pasring  on  a  great  vaiie^  of  bills, 
and  then 

Adjourned  to  Moadar  monuo^  6  o'clock. 

MoHDAT,  Jolt  16,  6  A.  M. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, communicating  a  resolution  from  that  body,  suspend- 
ing Uie  joint  nde  which  prevents  the  sending  to  the  Presi- 
dent any  bills  for  ugnature  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  for 
the  purpose  of  sending  certain  specified  bills  to  the  Frea- 
dent. 

The  j<nnt  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  rule 
was  suspended. 

A  message  wu  recdved  from  the  House,  communicat- 
ing that  a  committee  had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  to  join  such  committee  as  might  be  appointed 
by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him 
that  the  two  Houses  were  now  ready  to  adjourn ;  and  Mr. 
TxLXB  and  Mr.  Kme  were  appointed  such  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  conrideration  of  executive  boKness,  in 
order  to  eoidile  him  to  submit  amotion  in  executiveiesrion. 

At  a  quarter  before  eight  the  doors  were  reopened. 

Mr.  TYLER,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on'  , 
the  President,  reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duQ^, 
and  bad  received  for  answer  that  the  Prendent  had  no 
further  communication  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BIBB,  a  message  was  sent  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  inform  the  House  that  die 
Senate  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House,  stating  that 
the  House,  having  closed  its  bunness,  was  now  ready  to 
adjourn. 

The  Senate  then  acyoumed  to  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next. 


[The  following  remarks  of  Hr.  Haxhx  (on  the  question 
tally  omitted  in  their  proper  pUce,  at  ■puf^  816,  and  are 

Mr-  HAYNE  said  that  nothing  could  have  been  further 
from  his  intention  than  to  provoke  a  discusnon  involving 
the  relative  merits  of  the  last  and  present  administration; 
nor  liad  a  word  fiilten  from  him  having  that  bearing  or 
tendency.    Oh  several  occamons,  of  lat^  the  Senate  lutd 
witnessed  controversies  between  the  Senators  from  Mary- 
land  and  Connecticut,  [Messrs.  Smra  and  Foot,]  as  to 
the  expenditures  in  different  departments  Of  the  Govern- 
tncnt,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  and  of 
General  Jackson.    It  occurred  to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  that 
it  might  be  advantageous  to  the  country  to  look  a  little 
further  into  this  matter,  in  order  to  see  whetiier  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  had  not,  of  late  years,  been 
increased  in  a  most  alarming  manner;  whether  tlie*  were 
not  still  incresaingt  and  how  for  they  might  be  advanta- 
g-eously  dimimsfacd.    My  object  was  -not  to  attack  my 
adminutration,  but  to  endeavor  to  avert  tiie  downward 
course  of  this  Government,  and,  if  posuble,  to  introduce 
a  system  of  economy  and  retrenchment.    From  the  state- 
ment which  I  have  submitted — carefully  prepared  from 
the  treasury  reports,  at  my  request,  by  an  officer  of  this 
House — it  appears  that  the  average  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  for  four  years,  from  1822  to  1825,  (exclu- 
sive ortho  pubUe  debt,)  was  little  overten  mtfiwaiof  dd- 
laro  per  annomi  while  lae  average  expenditure  otibt  tarn 
Vol.  VIir.'.-BS 


of  an  outfit,  &c.  for  a  minister  to  France)  were  acciden- 
theref(M«  inserted  here.} 

last  years,  op  to  1830  inclusive,  (the  latest  period  for 
which  offidal  returns  have  been  received,}  was  upwards 
of  thirtem  milUimi!  showing  an  increase  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure of  thru  miiHont  per  annum.  In  this  statement 
It  will  be  perceived  that  the  years  I  have  selected  do  not 
embrace  the  whole  term  of  any  administration.  It  is  not 
my  object  to  assail  or  defend  any  administration,  but  to 
attack  the  abuaee  of  the  Government,  wherever  they  may 
be  found  to  e»st.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  [Hr.  Skits]  inasts  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
first  period,  (embracing  three  years  of  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Honroc;  and  one  of  Hr.  Adams)  do  not  afford  a 
foirtestofthe  onUnary  expenditores  of  the  Government, 
inasmuch  as  the  country  was  then  in  a  stete  of  finanoal 
embarrassment,  which  restricted,  injuriously,  the  appro- 
priations for  the  pubUc  service.  Yet,  nr,  (lo  we  not  all 
recollect  that  the  administration  of  Hr.  Monroe  was  itigw 
matized  as  a  prodigai  admini^ratim?  And  I  confoa  I  am 
now,  for  the  first  time,  informed  that  an  injuiiotM  econo- 
my was  the  besetting  sin  of  the  party  then  in  power.  I. 
confess  I  am,  for  my  own  part,  unable  to  conceive  of  a 
single  object  of  national  expenditore  whidi  requires,  at 
this  time,  a  larger  appropriation  of  money  than  waa  de- 
manded under  Mr.  lltmroe^  adnurastraticm.  Tlie  pre- 
sent pcnoefid  eomUtioB  of  the  worid,  and  tiw  state  of  our 
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foreign  intercourse  t  the  pro|fresa  made  in  our  fortifica- 
tioMi  the  condition  of  our  armv  and  navy,  and-of  iotemal 
improrements,  and  the  general  state  of  the  country,  seem 

certainly  not  to  call  for  any  increased  expendituret  but, 
on  the  contrary,  afford  reasonable  ground  for  expect'mr  a 
considerable  diminution.  And  yet,  as  ve  all  now  see,  me 
public  expenses  have  been  greatly  increased,  and  are  con- 
stantly increasing.  Sir,  the  causes  of  this  state  of  things 
are  worthy  of  grave  inquiry,  and  at  some  other  time  I 
shall  be  t^posed  to  enter  fully  into  it;  and  when  I  do  so, 
I  iball  eertunly  expect  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  to  redeem  the  pledges  they  liave  made  this  day  of 
bringing  down  the  pubUe  expenses  to  the  lowest  possible 
amount  to  which  they  can  be  reduced,  without  injury  to 
the  public  service. 

But,  waiving  this  inquiry  for  the  present,  there  is  one 
topic  which  has  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  and  in 
relation  to  which  some  remarks  have  been  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  others,  both 
now  and  on  a  former  occasion,  which*  coming  from  the 
Jrieadt  of  the  preamt  adminitlration,  1  cannot  consent  to 
pass  over  in  silence.  The  ctiavmui  of  the  committee  has 
several  times  repeated  that  this  administration  has  been 
"as  economical  as  their  predecessors;" and  when  remind- 
ed that  Mr.  Adams's  administration  was  held  up,  during 
the  canvan  which  terminated  in  the  election  of  General 
Jacluon,  as  *'  the  most  extravagant  with  which  this  coun- 
try had  ever  been  afflicted,**  and  that  "EcoiroxT,  be- 
TaxitcBMxirT,  AKD  KEroBK*'  Wfts  the  motto  of  the  Jack- 
ion  par^,  inscribed  on  the  banner  under  which  they  ral- 
lied and  marched  to  victory — he  has  replied,  in  effect, 
**  that  all  this  was  little  more  than  mere  idle  clsmor;  and 
that  in  truth  there  was,  on  this  score,  no  well  founded  ob- 
jection tothat  administration;  that  tl\ere  was  no  just  ground 
for  the  abuses  charged  against  themj  and  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  flairs  of  the  C^emment  had  ahrayi  been  vei^ 
well  managed."  Now,  sir,  whatever  cause  oftriumph  this 
apparently  candid  confession  may  give  to  our  former  op- 
ponents, I  do  roost  solemnly  protest  against  this  ground 
being  now  assumed  by  the  present  administration  to  justify 
a  violation  of  their  solemn  pledges.  And  if  any  ot  their 
ft-lends,  here  or  elsewhere,  are  now  disposed  to  abandon 
the  principles  which  brought  them  into  power,  I  shall  not 
consent  to  follow  them.  Should  I  stand  alone,  I  shall 
Innat  on  a  Strict  and  fiuthful  performance,  by  the  men  now 
in  power,  of  the  promises  which  were  held  out  to  the 
peoplei  and  if  they  abandon  their  principles,  and  refuse 
to  redeem  their  pledges,  I,  for  one,  even  if  Uiere  should 
be  none  to  second  me,  will  yet  never  cease  to  call  up  to 
their  recollection  these  promises  unperformed,  and  pledges 
unredeemed,  so  long  as  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  The  gentleman  told  us  that  he  did  not  ^ma  in 
these  imputations  on  the  late  administration;  and  this  may 
be  a  very  good  excuse  for  him  in  taking  titat  administra- 
tion as  a  standard  by  which  the  merits  of  the  present  is  to 
be  tested.  But,  sir,  this  will  not  do  for  those  members 
of  the  Jackson  party  who,  like  myself,  entered  heart  and 
soul  into  that  contest — who  conscientiously  believed,  and 
persuaded  Uie  people  to  believe,  that  there  were  abuses 
to  be  reformed — extravagant  expenditures  to  be  retrench- 
ed— Executive  patronage  to  be  reducedt  and  that  a  radical 
change  was  necessary  in  the  principles  on  which  this  Go< 
rernment  was  administered.  Sir,  it  may  be  very  conve- 
nient for  a  party,  after  it  has  secured  its  ascendancy,  and 
got  possession  of  the  high  places  in  the  Government,  to 
abandon  the  principles  and  forget  the  pledges  which 
tSrought  them  into  power.  But  whenever  this  shall  be 
done  by  any  party  to  which  I  am  attached,  I  am  resolved 
it  Uiall  not  be  done  without  having  my  testimony  borne 
openly  against  it.  b  it  posub^,  Mr.  President  that  it 
has  afreaoy  come  to  this  that  Mr.  Adams  and  his  adiqj- 
nistration  are  actually  to  be  held  up  aapattemtjbtouritai- 
tafynt  and  that,  when  a  charge  or  extravagance  is  made 


agunst  the  {vesent  administration,  their  viodicatioo  is 
conndered  as  complete,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  thrf  in 
not  more  extrangwit  than  their  predeeeasora?  Sir,  1  cui- 
not  but  feel  that  auch  a  course  of  proceeding  invdrea  mm 
injustice  to  those  who  based  their  oppontion  to  Mr.  Adam 
on  the  very  grounds  now  openly  repudiated  bv  wne  of 
the  fiiends  of  the  present  administratifm.  If  tne  genik- 
man  from  Maryland  is  now  right,  we  who  most  letloudr 
and  faithfiilly  supported  General  Jackson  in  the  Presiden- 
tial canvass  were  all  wrong.  Sir,  let  me  call  to  the  k- 
collection  of  gentlemen  the  grounds  tiieo  aMunedbyte 
original  supporters  of  General  Jackson,  in  order  tbitve 
may  clearly  understand  the  principles  which  brougtit  lin 
into  power,  and  the  policy  to  which  he  and  his  ptttf  ttd 
pledged.  I  do  not  mean  those  of  the  party  who,  himg 
taken  no  part  in  the  contest,  came  in  at  the  eleventh  tunr 
"to  s^ell  the  triumph  and  partake  the  gale,"  and  who, 
of  course,  stand  pledged  to  nothing  but  to  support  the  nia 
in  power,  in  the  hope  of  dividing  among  thenselvn  "(Ik 
loaves  and  fishes,-**  but  I  aUude  to  those  who,  Ekea^, 
espouaed  tfie  cause  of  General  Jackaoa  from  the  ver;  txm.- 
mencement  of  the  contest,  who  were  stru^fing  for  vhn 
they  believed  to  be  great  jninnpUat  and  who.  In  the  count 
of  the  controversy,  made  every  sacrifice  short  of  ssumn- 
derof  their  consciences,  to  secure  his  success.  When  I 
look  back  to  that  period,  Mr.  Pre«dent,  and  remeniba 
the  untiring  zeal,  the  generous  derotion,  the  energy,  tbc 
talent,  the  perseverance,  with  wMch  the  battle  vii 
I'am  indeed  pained  and  rportilied,  and  hambled  in  thedi^ 
to  think  that  it  has  turned  out  to  have  been  a  mere  eoste* 
for  men,  involving  hardly  any  prineipkr  and  that  it  liu  r^ 
suited  in  putting  certain  persons  out  of  office,  and  putlinf 
certain  others  in.  Let  ua  now  see  what  these  principle 
were,  in  order  that  we  may  discover  how  far  ihej  Ian 
been  recognised,  or  are  now  acted  on,  by  the  pvt;  is 
power.  Sir,  Mr.  Adams  was  accused  irf' m  inpioperti- 
tension  of  ktecctits  patrovaob,  not  only  in  the  cxerriK 
of  the  appointing  power,  but  especialty  ih  refeirnct  to 
the  public  press.  Abuses  of  every  kind  were  Iwd  to  fa's 
charge.  Profusion  and  extravagance,  in  relation  to  crtir 
department  of  the  Government,  was  imputed  to  K»  tini- 
nistration;  and  the  press  teemea  with  statements  »ndol- 
culations  to  show  that  the  extravagant  expendituna  sf  d 
former  administrations  had  been  greatly  surpassed  by  thne 
of  Mr.  Adams's  administration.  Sir,  1  appeal  to  iben- 
ports  of  the  Ccmmittees  on  Retrenchment  oFtbetve 
Houses  of  Cong^ss— of  the  latter  of  which  I  wssmtJf 
a  memberi  I  appeal  to  the  recollection  of  every  one  *1» 
now  hears  me,  for  the  correctness  of  this  statement  We^ 
sir,  the  Jackson  party  has  now  been  more  than  three  jein 
in  power]  and  I  think  no  man  wilt  venture  to  say  ihil 
cutive  patronage,  whether  considered  in  reference  loaf- 
pointments  to  office,  or  to  the  public  pres^  hasberti* 
any  respect  ret^Med.  Noonecanpointoutash^iD)l'>x' 
of  such  reduction;  no,  nor  liardly  an  effort  to  dTectit  ft 
the  contrary-,  it  is  asserted  and  believed,  and  appeinl* 
me  to  be  unquestionably  true,  that  the  patronage  pT  ik 
Executive,  by  removals  from  ofBce  and  othervi^e,  Im 
been  gretUly  enlarged.  As  to  the  reformation  of  okMt 
I  believe  it  consists  simply  in  this;  that  a  few  inconptiol 
and  a  few  wtnthless  officer*  have  been  put  out,  and  ee» 
Detent  and  worthy  officers  put*in;  while,  oa  the  odai 
hand,  some  very  worthy  and  competent  officers  have  b«i 
turned  out,  and  worthless  ones  put  in  their  pbces.  ifi^' 
balance  of  the  account  were  fcirly  struck,  1  am  ms^^ 
say,  as  far  as  the  pubhc  interest  is  concerned,  wbetbci  •:• 
would  be  in  favor  of  fmfit  or  lost;  but  I  am  very  sure 
would  not  be  much  tobotutof.  If  some  abuses  havebtei 
corrected,  others  have  been  introduced.  But  all  ihis  ^ 
may  be  aaid,  is  merely  a  matter  of  opirnoo,  concer^ 
which  men  may  honestly  differ.  There  can  be  ta&Sa^ 
ence,  however,  as  to  the  next  point  teonamy  and  rttraa- 
ment.   Here  wie  have  the  public  accounts  to  rrfsr  »• 
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1822, 
1823, 
1824, 
1825, 
1826, 
1827, 
1838, 
1829, 
1830, 
1831, 


Total  nMndintetgCz- 
elu«ive  >^  publie  dvbc 

$9, 8277643  51 
9,784,154  59 
'15.333,144  71 
11,490,459  94 
.    13,062,316  27 
12,653,095  65 
13,296,041  45 
13,660,490  63 
13,339,533  33 
13.918,708  99 


Sir.  the  gentlemen  do  not — thejr  cannot,  controTerttheie 
bctsf  but  they  have  offered  lu  various  exewea  for  the  ftil- 
«re  ofthe  adminiatration  to  redeem  its  pled^s,  and  meet 
.thejuatexppctationsof  the  people  wi^  rerard  to  economy 
and  retrenchment    And,  Jbvt,  it  is  said  tiaX  the  expend- 
itures of  the  Government  are  the  result  of  appntpriatiimt 
by  Cntgren.  and  that  this  is  a  subject  not  under  the  con- 
tnd  of  the  Prendent    But,  nr.  when  General  Jackson 
cane  into  power, did  he  not  brin^  with  htm  an  overwhelfiung: 
JacksoB  majority  in  botli  Houses  of  Congress?  And  is  itany 
excuse  for  Uie  violation  of  pledges  solemnly  given  by  the 
Jaciaon  party,  that  the  JSaxca^uK  cannot  control  the  Con- 
^rett?   Are  these  pledges  less  violated  because  Congress 
■s  guil^  of  the  violation?   But,  sir,  1  entirely  concur  with 
the  Senators  from  Vit^nia  [Ur.  Tazbwsu.]  and  North 
CaroUiia{Mr.  MAHeirjf]that  the  Executive,  as  the  bead  of 
the  party,  ia  also  responrible  for  the  general  policy  of  the 
<5overniiieDt{  and  that  he  is  especially  rciponaible  for  a 
want  of  economy  in  the  public  expe^itiirea.    In  the  first 
place,  no  act  can  be  passed  making'  an  appropriaUon. 
without  being  submittea  to  him  and  receiving  aissanctiont 
and  if  he  approve  of  it,  he  surely  incurs  his  full  share  of 
the  re^tonubility.    But  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgiaasks 
if  we  could  expect  the  Preaideitt  to  examine,  much  less 
put  his  veto  on  any  private  claim.    Sir,  I  hdd  the  Presi- 
dent strictly  reaponuble  tat  every  act  to  wludi  he  gives 
his  sanction.    To  give  him  time  to  make  the  necessary  ex- 
amination, a  rule  has  been  adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of  ^ 
Oingress,  which  prevents  any  bill  from  being  presented 
to  him  on  the  last  day  of  the  session.    But  it  is  not 
thes*  private  claims  which  swell  the  expenses  of  this 
Government  to  #13,000,000  per  annum.    No,  sir,  fiiur- 
fifths  of  the  amount  annually  appKmriated  rt^ite  to  the 
army,  navy,  fortification^  the  civil  us^  Ice.  &e..  the  ap- 
propriations for  which  are  founded  on  estimates  anbn^tted 
by  the  departments,  and,  of  course,  liable  to  Executive 
control.    So  that,  in  every  point  of  view,  nothing  can 
\xi  more  just  or  reasonable  than  to  hold  the  Executive 
strictly  responwble  for  general  extravagance  in  the  public 
expeiKlituresi  and  that  the  party  io  power  are  renponable, 
no  one  can  pretend  to  deny.    And  ye^  how  often  have 
our  ap  peals  been  made  to  the  friends  of  the  admimstnlion 
in  both  Hooaea  in  vain,  to  induce  them  to  arrest  the  pro- 
{fresa  of  penaon  bills,  and  other  measures  involving  enor- 
mous expenses,  and  wholly  uncalled  for  by  any  public 
exig«ncy.     But,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Georg^  [Ur. 
FonsTTn]  has  discovered  that  Congress  are  noto^y  them- 
selves guil^  of  all  this  extravagance,  but  he  has  adduced 
three  cases  to^how  that  they  haveaotualty  counteracted  the 
Executive  in  his  efforts  to  introduce  the  prombed  **  econo- 


Thc  treasury reporu  are  before  us;  and  everyone  who  my.  retrenchment  and  reform."  Let  at  then  examine 
will  take  the  pains  to  examme  them  will  see  that,  if  there  these  cases,  and  see  how  fcr  they  bear  out  the  infesence 
has  been  any  economy,  there  has  been  no  retrenchment  the  gentleman  has  attempted  to  draw  from  thern. 
wliatever.  Here  is  the  account  of  the  expenditures  for  The  first  is  the  attempt  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
the  last  ten  years.  I  pubmit  it  witliout  a  comment  It  Treasury  to  reform  tt<  pay  of  the  offuxrtofthe  marine 
speaks  for  itselC  eorpsf  which  tbe  gentleman  says  Congress  have  counter- 

acted, by  directing  that  these  officers  shall  receive  their 
pay  as  heretofore.    Now,  sir,  as  t  understand  the  matter, 
the  Fourth  Auditor  discovered,  or  thought  bo  had  disco- 
vered, that  the  bng  established  usage  of  the  Government 
which  allowed  officers  of  the  marine  corps  the  same  pay 
and  emoluments  as  officers  of  correspon^ng  grade  in  the 
army,  though  obviously  just  and  reasonable  in  itself  was 
not  sanctioned  by  the  letter  of  the  law.  and  he  therefore 
undei-took  to  dock  the  allowance.    Congress,  in  perfect 
accordance,  as  I  have  always  supposed,  with  tiie  views  of 
the  Navy  Department,  ana  certamly  in  accordance  with 
reason  and  justice,  have  vntmimotmy  passed  a  resolution, 
which  has  also  been  approved  of  by  the  Prendent,  d^ 
recting  that  these  officers  shall  receive  their  pay  as  here- 
tofore till  an  act  can  be  passed  for  tbe  reorganization  of  the 
marine  corps.    This  resolution  has  always,  I  believe,  been 
passed,  without  a  word  of  objection  from  the  friends  of 
the  admiQistntion;  and  yet  we  are  now  gravely  told  that 
in  this  the  economical  schemes     the  adminittratim  have 
been  counteracted  by  Congress.   The  next  case  relied  on 
is  still  more  extraordinary  in  Its  character.    It  seems  that 
the  navy  commissioners,  who  are  by  law  authorized  to 
make  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  ship  timber,  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  with  tbe  naval  sendee,  have 
been  in  the  habit  (in  order  to  bold  out  an  inducement  to 
contractors  to  comply  strictly  with  their  contracts)  of  in- 
serting a  proviso,  tnat  ten  per  cent,  ofthe  stipulated  pfice 
shall  be  retained  till  the  contract  is  complied  with;  and 
whenever  such  contract  has  been  fulfilled  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  board,  their  invariable  practice  has  been  to 
give  an  order  for  the  payment  of  tbe  amount  so  withheld. 
If  seems  that  a  Mr.  Grice,  who  bad  contracted  with  the 
boai'd  for  a  large  quantity  of  ship  timber,  to  be  lud  up  at  • 
one  of  our  navy  yards  to  be  seasoned,  was  prevented  by 
unavoidable  (ureumstances  from  delivering  me  timber  1^ 
the  time  stipulated  in  the  contract;  but  having  delivered 
the  same  not  long  after,  the  commisaioners  not  only  directed 
that  it  be  received,  but,  being  satisfied  with  the  reaaom  as- 
signed for  the  delay,  and  that  it  had  occasioned  no  injury 
to  tbe  public,  gave  Uie  usual  order  for  the  pavment  of  tbe 
ten  per  cent    But  the  Fourth  Auditor  hao,  it  seems,  ex- 
plored the  hidden  mysteries  of  the  law,  and  he  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  navy  commissioners  had  no  right 
to  enlaige  the  time  for  the  deUveiy  of  the  timber,  or 
to  remit  what  he  was  pleased  to  consider  as  a  farfikun 
to  the  Dhited  States.    Sir,  it  was  in  vain  that  the  navy 
commissioners  reUed  on  the  invariable  usage  of  tbe  boan( 
or  the  reason  and  justice  of  tbe  case.    The  Auditor  was 
inexorable.    The  Secretary  ofthe  Navy  was  appealed  to. 
He  concurred  with  the  navy  board;  but  the  Auditor  in- 
sisted, as  I  have  understood,  that  he  was  a  treasury  officer. 
His  new  official  superior — the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasuty, 
was,therefore,  appealed  to.  He  concurred  withthcSecreta- 
ry  ofthe  Nai^;  but  all  would  not  do.  Tbe  Auditor,  as  a  laat 
resort,  appeued  "  unto  Cicsar,"  and  then  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, being  called  in.  discovered,  to  the  surprise  of  eveiy 
one,  that  Ajios  Kxvdau,  the  Auditor,  understood  tbe  true 
meaning  of  naval  contracta  better  thui  the  navy  commis- 
sioners, and.,  as  a  sounder  lawyer  than  the  learned  Secreta^ 
ries  of  tlie  I'reasury  and  tbe' Navy,  and  Congress,  bad. 
therefore,  to  be  appealed  to  to  remove  the  difficulty.  Sin 
this  application  came  before  the  Comnuttee  on  Naval  Af 
fain,  of  which  I  am  the  chairman,  and  at  the  ^pecfn/m- 
itanee  of  tbe  navy  boards  and  of  the  Secretary  lumsel^  re- 
presenting to  us  that  there  were  a  number  of  contractors 
who  wouu  be  ruined,  or  greatly  iiyured,  unkaa  this  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  tbe  Fourth  Austin'  could  be  in> 


■  InaladiBf  S<^lM|O0aibrnaridstrcstr.  Mkldoc  tbe  averafe  ex> 
p*iidlli*resa>ibeBnt  peiiodof  fbar  nan.  teelaMve  uTite  parehate 
of  Kkirida,}  xhemten  mUffvnt  annasllf;  whiM  thce^prndinmi  lor  tbe 
lk«t  lbiir]«*r«  have  eseeedrd  MrUtm  MiMI»a*-dwwiiif  aa  iMreaM 
ol  iba  rxprBditaKfsfifcfMatimawperMun, 


Digitized  by 


1303 


GALES  &^  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1804 


Beit  ATX.  ] 


Appropriation  BiB. 


[AfiilSO,  18S2. 


■tantly  corrected.  I  exerted  mjr  personal  influence  in 
this  Housci  and  obtained  b^runammoiucMMMttiie  iniine- 
dkte  paaaa^  of  a  remlutioni  having  H  read  three  times 
in  one  day,  directing  that,  in  future,  when  naval  con- 
tracts have  been  fumlled  to  the  satis&ction  of  the  navy 
commissioners,  tlie  contractors  shall  be  paid  the  stipu- 
lated price.  To  so  reasonable  a  regulation  no  just  objec- 
tion lias  been,  or,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  urged;  and 
sure  I  am  that  if  Congress  had  not  so  promptly  reformed 
this  reformation  on  the  pn-t.of  the  Auditor,  ve  should 
have  incurred  heavy  expenses  in  interest  and  damages, 
which  ve  would  hare  felt  ourselves  obliged  to  pay  to 
tiiose  whom  we  should  thereby  have  deprived  of  the 
compenntion  so  unjustly  withheld.  But,  sir,  how  comes 
it  that  we  are  now  charged  with  thwarting  the  adminis- 
tration in  this  matter,  when,  in  adc^ng  the  resolution  in 
question,  we  were  only  complying  with  the  earnest  re- 
quert  of  the  JXtrv  Department?  Are  we  ,to  understand 
that  the  heads  of  department  are  not  the  accredited  organs 
of  the  Executive,  and  that  to  oppose  the  views  of  a  suhot^ 
dinate  officer  in  one  of  the  d^artments  is  to  oppose  the 
views  of  the  administrstlon  ?  The  last  case  relied  on  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  is  the  bill  which  passed  the  Se- 
nate last  year,  but  which  failed  in  the  other  House,  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  navy,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman innsts,  by  adding  a  new  grade,  proposed  an  in- 
crease of  the  public  expense,  contrary  to  the  views  of  the 
Executive.  Now,  nr,  that  bin  came  firom  the  Navy  De- 
partment itself,  by  wliicb  this  new  grade  was  a^prtsuly 
reammendeit  *nd  the  proposed  increase  in  the  compen- 
sation of  some  of  the  officers  was  also  expressly  recom- 
mended by  the  Pre^dent  himself.  It  is  true  that  the  Se- 
Gi-etaiT|  by  a  contemplated  reduction  of  the  number  of 
the  officer^  dengned  to  make  up  for  the  additional  ex- 
penses iirovidedfor  in  the  bill,  and  that  he  proposed  to 
make  this  reduction  b^  a  *' judicunii  pruning/'  that  is  to 
•ay,  by  strikii^  a  certam  number  of  officers  at  once  frtun 
the  roll.  To  this  the  committee  could  not,  after  ma- 
ture reflection,  bring  themselves  to  consent.  They 
thought  it  might  open  a  door  to  favoritism,  and  would 
have  a  tendency  to  shake  tiie  stability  of  tiie  naval  esta- 
blishment, and  they,  therefore,  wlule  s^freeing  in  other 
respects  to  the,  recommendation  of  the  Secretary,  pro- 
vided that  the  proposed  reduction  should  be  gradually  ef- 
fected "by  death,  resignation,  or  removal,"  whereby, 
had  the  bilt  become  a  law,  a  reduction  of  the  expenses 
(quite  inconsiderable  in  amount)  wouldliave  been  delayed 
for  a  few  years.  But  the  bill  did  not  pass.  Such,  Mr. 
President,  u  a  brief  history  of  the  three  selected  cases, 
relied  onto  show  that  the  Executive  has  been  counteracted 
in  its  efforts  at  ** economy  and  reform."  1  will  not 
add  a  word  to  the  statement. 

Bat,  wr*  there  were  other  great  principles  inv<dved  in 
the  contest  between  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Adams, 
which  seem  now  to  be  entirety  lost  ug^t  of.  It  was 
cha^d  upon  Hr.  Adams  that  he  was  disposed  to  enUrge 
beyond  constitutional  bounds  the  Exeeuiivt  prerogattm 


and  power,  and  tha^  in  reference  to  his  constitutional  ad 
nsers,  the  Senate,  he  claimed  prerogatives  subvernve  of 
their  authority.  All  Uiis  was  to  have  been  corrected  by 
General  Jackson.  Sir,  can  any  gentleman  who  now  hears 
me  poanbty  have  forgotten  the  Panama  mmiony  wUeh 
formed  the  rallying  point  for  the  opposition  here,  and 
which  contribute^  I  do  verily  believe,  as  largely  as  any 
other  single  cause,  to  the  overthrow  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration >  On  that  occaaon  Hr.  Adams  made  to  the  Senate 
a  nomination  of  ministers  to  represent  the  United  States 
U  the  Congress  of  the  South  American  States,  to  be  as- 
sembled at  Panama,  and  unfertniutely  intimated  in  his 
message  that,thou^  he  btMeved  he  had  the  right  to  in- 
stitute such  a  m'lsnon  during  the  recess,  yet  he  had  not 
thoui^t  proper  to  exert  it.  Sir,  no  sooner  had  this  claim 
of  power  been  set  up,  than  it  was  met  by  a  resolution,  hid 


on  the  table  by  a  Senator  who  has  since  been  tiken  into 
the  cabinet,  supported  by  every  mrmbe%of  the  oMoa- 
tion  on  ttiis  floor,  denonncuv  in  stnmg  term  thisonnc 
inranon  of  the  rights  of  the  Senate.  8ir,itbmeluclKilf 
to  reflect  that  one  among  the  first  and  nioftcoM[»cuiM 
acts  of  the  present  admmistration,  was  the  institntioo  of 
the  7\irkuh  aUtdon  during  the  recess,  and  witlwut  Ae 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  wheniomeofni 
who  had  eomn^ted  ourselves  on  the  former  quntioii, 
and  could  see  no  differettce  in  principle  between  the  tn 
cases,  hesitated  to  sanction  in  General  Ja^sonwhttn 
had  condemned  in  Mr.  Adams,  we  were  <q>eiilydeiK)aiind 
for  abandoning  the  adnunistration,  when,  in  &ct,  ve 
were  only  standing  up  for  the  principles  which  braigbt 
them  into  power.    In  the  course  of  the  proceeding  on 
the  Panama  misnon,  Mr.  Adams  had  ventured  to  matt 
that  he  would  "not  inquire  into  the  motives  of  the  !k- 
nate.**   Stiugbtwiqr  this  tniUMHtfisn,  as  it  wsi  ctUed, 
was  denounced  here  as  an  unwanmntabk  assudtbrOc 
Executive  upon  one  of  tiie  MMirdinate  depaitmcnlirf 
the  Government,  and  it  was  lieU  up  to  the  public  u» 
evidence  of  the  tendency  to  an  unwarrantable  tssampua 
of  power  and  arbitrary  rule  on  the  part  of  the  adnuustn- 
tion.    And  yet  have  we  not,  within  a  short  time  put,  im 
a  direct  imputation  on  the  motives  of  the  Senrie,  mAa 
the  sign  manual  of  the  Frettdent,  going  the  rounds  of  At 
pubUc  papers,  and,  as  ftr  as  I  know,  without  one  mnlrf 
censure  on  the  part  of  the'supporters  of  thisadmiBitntiaB.' 
Sir,  hire  ve  changed  our  prinemles,  or  were  the  ofajcctiou 
formerly  urged  against  Mr.  Adams  mere  prtteaea  inteod- 
ed  to  delude  the  pubfic  mind,  and  having  no  othe  object 
than  to  bring  General  Jackson  and  lus  friends  into  paver' 
Was  that  great  contest  which  the  people  were  tiugbito 
believe  tnvcdved,  in  no  small  d^free,  the  liberties  lutb- 
ture  destimes  of  this  countiy,  ni  de«l  and  in  truihi  wti 
stninleforprme^iieihbutforj»J!aee?  Sir,lwillrKs|i^iiliit. 
in  a  new  wordi^  what  were  the  leading  piinciplei  iriitk 
brought.  OenetitI  Jackson  into  power,  in  order  thit  it 
be  seen  how  fu  they  have  been  secured  by  iua  ek<^ 
and  that  gentlemen  may  clearly  understand  why  it  ii  tlni 
some  of  us,  who  nowrefuse  to  ^ve  up  those  iniDciiJei, 
innst  on  luring  the  administration  to  thdr  pfedgni  b^ 
cause,      tet^  fikUen  under  the  high  dj^eHOie  of  At 
powers  thatbe.   I  have  already  nliTthatttiecaKctios* 
ABosss,  and  the  introdoetioam  **  economy,  retRncbno^ 
and  reform"  were  among  the  kaduig  objects  for  which  G^ 
neral  Jackson  was  brou^t  into  power.    The  people  «« 
promised  that  theunbcensed  actim  of  the  Fedcnl  G<nen- 
ment  was  to  be  controlled  and  checked;  that  the;  *«R 
to  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of  unnccesnry  \xulCM\ 
that-all  unnecessary  objectaofexpenditure  were  to  Ik  c> 
off,  and  the  most  rigid  economy  introduced  into  eti^ 
departmenti  that  the  constitution  was  to  be  reitored,  w 
the  administration  of  the  Gortmment  brought  buk  tt 
the  purity  and  simplicity  which  distinguiabed  the  iiwsi 
trationof  Thomas  Jefferson;  power  and  patrons^  vtR 
to  be  strictly  limited  and  restrained,  and  the  good  old  oaw- 
cratic  principles  of  '98  were  to  be  brought  (hkc  ibok  ins 
pimctical  operation  iu  the  managementof our  natian*!  i&in 
Mr.  President,  are  these  the  principles  of  tite  pn*" 
adndnintatioB?   Aretbc^  reet^ised  in  thewy?  aittb? 
foUoved  in  practice?   Let  other  gentlemen  answer 
questions  if  they  can;  but,  fbrmy  own  part,  I  muttctnu- 
ly  and  most  solemnly  dedare  that  1  do  not  knov  vbtt 
the  tme  priodples  of  the  present  uiminifitraiion  arc,  ' 
whether  there  are  any  jffinciples  whatever  by 
supporters  of  General  Jackson,  irta  ;Mv^are  to  beiv- 
tingiuahed  from  their  pi^tical  opponents.  Sir, 
he  no  party  in  a  free  country  worthy  of  the  nun^tw: 
have  no  common  prindiples.   And  if  combinstioiis  of  ik3 
are  to  be  held  together  liy  the  cbam  of  a  pc^uhr  ruiu. 
or  merely  by  a  common  attachment  to  an  individinl,  or » 
de^tokeep  power  in  certain  handi^  1  knew  of  b'^*' 
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tire  Walt  ought  to  induce  «  ptitriot  to  engage  in  such  a 
miserable  scramble  for  power  and  place. 

Let  U9  look  for  a  moment  at  the  leading  questions  of  na- 
tional policy  which  nowdiride  ttUacountry,  and  see  hov  the 
adminiatration  stands  affected  towards  them.  And  here  the 
tariff  presents  itaelfas  incomparably  the  most  prominent, 
and  Rtthe  same  time  the  most  vitally  important  fjuestion 
which  now  exists,  or  has  perhaps  ever  existed  in  this  coun- 
try. What  is  the  policy  of  the  administration  on  ihiB  qwa- 
iim?  Canany  gentleman  tell  US?  They  admit  that  after  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt  the  duties  must  be  reduced,  by 
a  "judicious  rovision  of  the  tariff."  Now,  so  far  all  parties 
are  agreed.  Bilt  hov.  and  to  what  extent,  is  this  reduc- 
tion to  be  made?  and  on  what  articles?  What  is  to  be  the 
standard  ofthe  necessary  expenditures  of  the  GoTemment? 
Are  minimums  to  be  abolished?  are  ad  valorem  to  be  sub- 
atitiiledfor  specific  duties?  is  the  principle  of  protection 
to  be  distinctly  recognised?  or  are  the  duties  to  be  equal- 
ized? I  aver  that,  on  all  of  these  points,  embracing,  too, 
the  whole  merits  of  tlie  question,  the  policy  of  this  admi- 
nistration is  altogether  unknown,  and  its  infla«hce  on  this 
ffoOT  unfeh.  I  am  thoroughir  persuaded  that  if  the  ad- 
ministration had  pursued  on  this  subject  the  stralghtror- 
ward,  manly  course  which  was  due  to  the  occasion,  ami 
imperiously  demanded  by  the  eritUf  if,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  present  sesnon  of  Congress,  they  had 
used  the  influence  which  legitimately  belongs  to  them,  and 
had  rallied  their  forces  in  the  two  Houses  ofCongress,  this 
difficult  question  might  have  been  aaHtfattorily  tuijusted. 
But,  instead  of  takingthis  ground,  it  has  suffered  iu  friends 
to  wander  inroad  on  tliis  questTon  like  ^eep  without  a 
shepherd.  No  one  knows  what  the  precise  views  of  the 
administration  are :  and  those  who  support,  as  well  as  those 
who  oppose,  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky, Cut,]  equally  rely  on  the  opinions  of  the  Exe- 
cutive as  favorable  to  their  respective  views.  Thus  have 
■onaeof  the  most  devoted  friends  ofthe  administration  on 
this  flocff  been  stHTered  blindly  to  enlist  tiienwelres  under 
the  banner  ofthe  Senator  from  Kentucky  on  this  import- 
ant questions  and  have,  1  fear,  been  already  committed 
too  deeply  to  change  their  course  now,  even  should  the 
Executive,  at  a  future  period,  come  out  openly  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  course. 

Sir,  nearly  five  months  have  now  elapsed  since  Con- 
gress met,  and,  up  to  this  hour,  we  have  notbeen  furnish- 
ed with  the  scheme  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  a 
reduction  of  duties.  Surely,  if  there  ever  was  a  period 
when  the  administration  should  have  been  prepared  be- 
rorehand,  and  been  at  all  times  in  readiness  to  submit  in 
detail  tlieir  views  in  relation  to  a  subject  of  paramount  im- 
portance, that  period  waa.thepresent  session  of  Congress, 
that  subject  the  existing  tariff.  And  yet,  though  this  has 
been  long  expected,  and  even  called  for,  we  not  only  have 
not  yet  received  it,  but  the  views  of  the  administration  are 
ao  entirely  unknown,  that  their  earnest  friends,  when  pur- 
suing diametrically  opposite  courses,  have  equally  reUed 
for  their  support  on  the  authority  of  the  Executive. 

Exactly  ue  same  thing  may  be  said  of  the  extravagant 
scheme  of  pensioning,  the  great  body  of  thp  people  who 
lived  during  the  revolution,  (a  scheme  involving,  I  do  ve- 
rily believe,  the  annual  expenditure  of  millions,^  and  of 
the  various  schemes  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands, 
and  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  relative  to  a\\ 
of  which,  as  indeed  to  every  other  measure  now  before 
Congress,  or  canvassed  elsewhere,  the  friends  of  the  Pre- 
sident nnay  take  any  course  they  please,  and  still  hold  their 
fealty  to  the  administration  above  all  suspicion.  Sir,  as 
Ikr  HS  I  know,  there  are  no  principles  whatever,  which 
are  now  regarded  as  party  tests.  The  doctrines  of  '98 
are  exploded,  democracy  is  out  of  vogue,  and  economy 
out  of  fashion.  If  there  be  any  administration  principles, 
1  should  berejoiced  to  learn  what  they  are,  in  order  that 
when  those  principles  happen  to  be  involved  in  questions 


[SXVATI. 


brought  forward  here,  th>  party  may  he  rallied  to  their 
support.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  oiri  tkst,  and  an  infallible 
one,  by  which  the  true  friends  of  tlus  admiiustration  may 
be  distinguished,  and  that  is  to  be  found  in  their  unhetita- 
ting  support  of  aUthe  Exeeutiee  nomimdums  to  offiet.  A 
member  of  Congress  may  advocate  any  principles,  and 
support  or  oppose  any  measures  he  pleases;  he  may  repu-. 
diate  any  doctrine  which  brotight  General  Jackson  into 
power;  he  may  rally  as  often  as  he  pleases  under  the  ban- 
ner of  tlie  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut;]  he  may 
be  a  federalist,  a  democrat,  or  any  thing  else,  and  no  one 
charges  him  with  disaffection  to  the  men  in  power:  but 
let  any  Senator  dwe  to  rate  i^nat  an  in^vidual  noounated 
to  an  office,  and  be  is  forthwith  denounced  as  a  desoter 
from  the  Jackson  part^.  '*  Tray,  Blanche,  and  Sweetheart" 
are  seen  barking  at  his  heels;  and  a  profligate  and  penrion- 
ed  press  is  heard  denouncing  him  in  deep  and  loud  tones 
of  indignation,  as  utterly  unworthy  of  public  confidence. 

Is  it  not,  then,  manifest  that  the  principles  which  brought 
General  Jackson  into  power  have  beep  discarded,  or  are 
forgotten,  and  that  the  whole  affair  has  degenerated  into 
an  Ignoble  scramble  for  office — adiTiuonof  **theBp<MU?** 
The  only  question  now  seems  to  be,  who  shall  come  in  for 
the  loaves  and  fishes?  And  hence  it  is,  that  a  support  of 
principles  means  nothing,  and  the  support  of  men  any 
thing.  Hence  it  is,  that  "economy,  retrenchment,  and 
reform,"  and  the  "correction  of  abuses,"  have  fallen  into 
disfavor.  The  greater  the  abuses,  and  the  larger  the  ap- 
propriations, the  greater,  surely,  will  be  the  proportion  of 
the  loaves  and  fishes  which  may  fall  to  the  share  of  each 
hungry  expectant  who  is  looking  up  to  Executive  favor. 

sir,  in  this  vile  scramble  for  power  and  place,  I  will 
have  nothing  to  -do.  If  the  administration  chooses  to 
abandon  their  principles,  the  principles  which  brought 
them  into  office,  I  will  notabandon  mine.  1  will  hold  them 
to  their  promises,  and  insist  on  their  pledges,  and  will 
never  consent  that  they  shall  be  tried  by  any  other  stand- 
ard than  their  reeordecl  promises  and  unredeemed  pled|^ 
I  will  never  consent  to  look  to  Mr.  Adams's  admiiustration 
ad  a  model  for  our  inflation,  however  much  that  gentle- 
man may  have  come  into  fitvor  in  certain  quarters.  With 
regard  to  the  late  administration,  my  opinions  have  under- 
gone no  matftrial  change.  In  the  ardor  of  the  contest,  \ 
may  have  done  tbL-m,  in  some  respects,  injustice.  I  may 
not,  on  all  occasions,  liave  displayed  towards  them  that 
"charity  which  tliinketh  no  evil."  But  from  the  princi- 
ples avowed  by  that  administration,  and  the  leading  mea- 
sures of  its  policy,  I  have  always  dissented,  and  shall  forerer 
dissent.  1  ob,|ect  to  the  cUims  of  power  set  up  by  them. 
I  object  to  their  American  system,  in  all  Its  branches  and 
bearings,  to  the  assumption  of  unnecessary  power,  and  of 
patronage,  and  of  extravagant  expenditures;  and  while 
these  principles  shall  distinguish  the  remains  of  that  party 
who  now  constitute  the  oppotition  here,  there  must  be  an 
impassable  gulf  between  lU.  So  far  as  geuUemen  on  the 
other  side  stall  enter  cordially  and  zealously  into  proper 
measures  for  checUng  the  abuses  and  rcstnuiiing  the  un- 
constitutional action,  aitd  restricting  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  I  shall  go  cordially  with  them.  But  when 
they  are  found  supporting  mammoth  pension  bills,  high 
tariffs,  magnificent  schemes  of  internal  improvements,  and 
extravagant  expenditures,  I  shall  always,  I  trust,  be  found 
unng  my  utmost  efforts  against  them.  I  am  fully  aware, 
sir,  of  the  disadvantageous  pontionin  wluch  we  must  be 
placed,  in  pursuing  the  course  I  have  indicated.  Standiitf 
between  the  opposing  parties,  we  shall  have  to  receive 
the  fire  of  both.  No  situation,  I  am  aware,  can  be  so  un-- 
enviable  as  v\  armed  neutrality  in  the  presence  of  contend- 
ing armies;  and  to  wage  a  perpetual  and  unsuccessful 
warfare  against  two  powerful  political  parties,  each  strug- 
gling for  power,  can  promise  but  a  slender  harvest  of  pro- 
fit or  of  honor.  But,  however  great  may  be  the  danger  ^ 
or  the  difficulty  <^  sucli  a  counic,  and  b^  the  coDsequen- 
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eei  what  they  nuy,  titough  we  thould  be  destined  to  be 
placed  in  the  forlorn  condition  described  by  my  colleague, 
with  "our  hands  ag^nst  every  nun,  and  every  man's 
hand  agunst  us,"  yet  will  we  not  abandon  the  contest.  We 
shall  stru^le  ham,  and  strug^e  long,  to  bring  back  this 
Government  to  sound  principles!  <o  arrest,  if  possible,  its 
downward  course.  We  shall  strive  to  reitore  it  to  the  um* 
pUcityand  purity  from  which  it  hu  so  widely,  1  bad  almost 
said  so  fatally,  departed.  Sir,  the  principles  for  which  we 
shall  thus  struggle  to  the  last,  are  Uiose  of  Thomas  JefTer- 
son.  .1  know  tliey  have  long  been  discarded  from  the  pub- 
lic councils,  and  are  now  almost  forgotten. 

Thus,  ur,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Ur.  Dal- 
las,] while  zealously  supporting  the  proportion  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  has  appealed  to  General  Jackson  as 
an  authori^  in  &vor  of  that  proportion,  strenuously  imiitF 
ing  that  he  was  proving  himself  a  genuine  Jackson  man 
in  supporting  that  proposition,  while  other  equally  zealous 
friends  of  the  administration  are  at  the  same  time  insisting 
that  General  Jacksop  enters  fully  into  the  Southern  views 
rehUivc  to  this  question.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  very  moment  that 
GeneralJackson  is  openly  claimed  on  this  floor  as  &vorable 
to  the  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ciat,} 
the  party  in  my  own  State,  who  claim  to  be  the  exclusive 
ftiends  of  General  Jackson  there,  have  publicly  proclaim- 
ed their  detemunationtosupptMt  his  re-election,  expressly 
on  the  ground  "that  he  has  arrested  the  mad  career  of 
intemalimprovements,"aQd  "iBwiik  Mem  in  their  efforts 
for  a  repeal  of  the  tariff."  It  is  too  clear,  then,  to  admit 
of  a  question,  that,  so  far  as  the  tariff  is  concerned,  the 
aditunistration  cannot  be  said  to  have  any  known  or  6xed 
principlest  and  no  one  will  pretend  to  deny  that  a  man 
may  take  any  iSde  of  this  great  question;  ay,  he  may  en- 
list  himself,  heart  and  soul,  in  support  of  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  witliout,  in  the  amplest  de- 
gree, shaking  the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  or  loung 
the  countenance  and  favor  of  the  administration. 

Sir,  are  there  any  other  gi'eat  questions  involving  princi- 

Jtleson  which  the  supporters  of  theadmiuistrationnere  are 
bundaclingaaaparty?  Iftherebeany,  I  challenge  gentle- 
men to  p<»nt  them  out.  How  is  it  with  respect  to  intemtU 
improMmeat^  Now,  I  approve  very  highly,  «r,  of  the  Pre- 
ndent's  veto  on  the  Haysville  road,  and  have  only  to  regret 
that  he  has  not  carried  out  the  principle  of  that  deciuon  to 
ftnalt^us  cases,  andthathe  has  not,  in  truth,  "arrested  the 
mad  career  of  internal  improvements."  But,  sir,  even  this 
limited  and  qualified  opposition  to  internal  improvements 
forms  no  part  of  the  pnndptes  of  the  iwrty  which  supports 
tliepresentadministtation.  Witness  the  votes  on  this  floor, 
where  some  of  tlie  devoted  partisans  of  the  Prendentare 
fi}un4  constantly  voting  against  the  principtei  of  the  veto, 


without  loung  ID  any  degree  their  high  Btanding  u  dvTOU 
ed  party  men.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that,  in  reUtioo  to 
internal  improvements^  there  is  no  principle  susUincd  b; 
the  administration.  And,  even  with  rcgud  to  the  idnun- 
tstration  itself,  is  it  not  ridiculous  for  any  nun  to  pretend 
that  it  baa  any  6xed  prindples  in  relation  to  iDtemal  iio- 
provonents?  One'  bill  is  vetoed^  and  another  spprar- 
ed,  embracing  appropriations  resting  on  the  mo)-  ok 
principles.  To-day,  we  are  told  that  it  is  unconitituugBillB 
vote  money  to  the  Haysville  road,  and  to-monow  >  biO  s 
passed  giving  away  a  million  to  the  construction  and  in- 
provement  of  roads,  rivers,  and  canals,  in  all  qiurtenoTthe 
Union,  While  the  good  people  of  the  South  are  solemn^ 
assured  that  General  Jackson  has  actually  arretled  tlie 
road  career  of  internal  improvements,  and  his  chiM  to  n- 
election  are  openly  advocated  on  the  groond  Unt  kki 
given  a  death  blow  to  the  American  ^stem,  you  cuhI 
open  a  Western  Jackson  paper,  without  seeing  bhuned 
forth  his  devotion  to  the  tariff,  and  finding  olculuiafi 
submitted  proving  to  demonstration  that  he  liu  actdh' 
expended  more  money  in  internal  improvemenli  in  tin 
years  than  Ur.  Adams  did  in  four,  and  on  thit  fiDoad 
clainung  for  General  Jackson  the  support  o^the  WoL 
How  is  this?  Where  are  the  principles  of  Uusadiiuinst» 
tion? 


3ut  I  have  trespassed,  sir,  too  long  on  Uie  patience  of 
the  Senate,  and,  in  concluuon,  will  merely  recall  to  Hie  k- 
collection  of  those  gentlemen  with  whom  lhavegnenlf 
acted,  the  principles  which  we  have  heretofore  prof^std, 
and  by  which  alone  the  party  can,  or  ought  to  be  btU 
together.  They  are  the  principles  of  Thomas  Jxnnsu 
— of  the  great  republican  party  of  1798. 

[Mr.  H.  here  read  from  the  inaugural  addrevofJfe. 
JeU'erson  his  summary  of  what  he  conndered  u  the  tiIiI 
principles  of  our  qrstem,  freedom  of  tradc^  and  freedoB 
of  conscience,  peace,  commerce,  and  hooeat  fnendiup 
with  all  nations,  entangling  allianccB  with  none;  Lbertr  of 
speech,  of  the  press,  and  of.the  hand,  [unrestricted  inibit' 
try,]  economy  of  the  public  expense,  tlut  iodustr}'  slunld 
be  lightly  bunieoed,  and  that  * '  we  should  not  take  fim 
the  mouth  of  labor  the  bread  it  has  earned^"  «Bd,h)ih, 
the  preservation  of  the  State  GovemmenU  in  all  ikv 
rights^  as  the  palladium  of  our  liberties,  and  the  odIif 
admimstraton  of  our  domestic  coDcems;  and  the  piw- 
vation  of  the  Federal  Government  in  its  coostitutiaBl 
vigor.] 

These,  str^said  Mr.  H.,  are  the  true  coirsaavATiTi  rtix* 
cipLBs  of  this  republic,  and  when  they  shall  be  buuded 
from  our  councils  without  any  hope  o£  their  speedy  rtttm- 
tion,  the  li^t  of  libn^  will  be  extingui^fke^  ud  llw  an 
of  our  glory  will  hare  act  forever, 
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EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS. 


NOMINATION  OP  Mr.  VAN  BUHEN. 
£Mrad  from  the  Senate  Journal, 
Dbhmbbk  7,  1831. 
A  mwsajfe  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  nominating  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New 
York,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and  mimiter  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
^te  meanfe  wu-read. 

TtruDAT,  Dbcusbe  37. 
Ordered,  Thst  the  nomination  of  Sbitin  Van  Buren  be 
referred  to  tlie  Comnuttee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

TCKBDAT,  jAXUAaX  10,  1833. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aelationsi  to  whom  was  referred  the  nomination  of  Mar- 
tin  Van  Buren*  reported. 

Tdksoat,  Jahuabt  17. 

The  following  motion}  submitted  by  Hr.  HOLMES,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration:  4 

Maohedf  That  the  noilHnation  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
be  recommitted  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Forrign  Belation^ 
and  tint  said  committee  be  instructed  to  investigate  the 
causes  which  produced  the  removal  of  the  late  Secre- 
taries of  the  Treasury  and  the  Navy  Departments,  and  of 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the  re- 
signations of  the  Secretaries  of  the  State  and  War  De- 
partmentst  and  report  to  the  Senate  whether  the  only 
causes  of  that  novel  and  important  political  morement  are 
^ven  in  the  letters  of  the  President  of  the  Uiuted  States, 
addressed  on  that  occasion  to  the  several  officers  above 
enumerated;  and,  if  not,  what  were  the  causes  to  which 
these  removals  and  resignations  ought  to  be  ascribed. 
And,  also,  whether  tlie  said  Martin  Van  Buren,  then  Se- 
cretary of  State,  participated  in  any  practices  disreputable 
to  the  national  character,  which  were  designed  to  operate 
on  the  mind  of  the  Preiodent  of  the  United  States^  and 
calculated  to  smooth  the  way  to  lus  appointment  to  the 
high  office  to  which  he  luu  been  nominated. 

Boohed,  That,  for  tiie  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  objects  of  the  preceding  resolution,  the  said  comnut- 
tee be  further  authorized  to  send  for  persona  and  papers, 
and  to  compel  the  attendance  before  ihem  of  such  wit- 
ness or  witnesses  as  they  may  denre  to  examine  on  oath, 
toudiing  the  matter  submitted  to  tiinr  inveatigationi  and 
to  report  the  same  to  the  SeniUe,  with  their  opinion  tiiere- 
on,  together  with  the  nomination  aforeaud. 

A  debate  ensued;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  ti^le. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  cwuiderthe  nonunation 
of  Martin  Van  Buren. 

On  motion  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  deterouned  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  31,  nays  21, 
a«  fellows: 

YEAS — ^MMsn.  Bell,  Bibb,  Chanit>er%  Clay.  Ewing, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Uayne,  Holmes,  Johnrtoiw  Knight, 
Miller,  Moore,  Naudwn,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Rugglcs,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  Tomlinson,  Tyler. — 21. 

NAYS  Messrs.   Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dallas, 

Dickerson,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks^  UiU,Kane, 
Kin^.  Hangum,  Marcy,  Robinson,  Smith*  Tazewdl,  Tip- 
ton, Troup,  White,  Wilkins.— 21. 

The  Senate  being  equally  cUvided,  the  VICE  PRESI- 
DENT determined  the  queatkm  in  tbeaffirmatiTe. 


TvaSDAT,  jAirUAET  34. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARCY, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonmderation  of  the  nonuna:> 
tion  of  Martin  Van  Buren;  and,/after  debate. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


WZDHXSDAZ,  Jahuabt  2S, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conwderation  of  the  nomina- 
tion of  Martin  Van  Buren;  and,  after  debate, 

The  question  was  taken,  Will  the  Senate  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  app<Mntment  of  Martin  Van  Buren?  and  waa 
determined  in  (he  negative — yeas  33,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Dallas, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins.— 23. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain,  Pcundexter,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Wagga- 
man,  Webster.— 23. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  VICE  PRES^ 
DENT  detemuned  the  question  in  the  negative. 

So  it  waa 

Reaohed,  That  the  Senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to 
the  appointment  of  Martin  Van  Buren. 


TBI  DIBATX. 

[This  debate  took  place  mainly  on  the  24tfi  and  35th  of 
January,  1833,  and,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate, 
in  secret  session.  After  the  question  was  decided,  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  was  removed,  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate, 
from  the  debates  as  well  as  the  proceetUngs  in  this  case. 
In  consequence  of  which,  tlie  following  authentic  sketches 
of  speeches  dehvered  in  that.debate  werefiu^idied  by  the 
respective  speakers,  and  published  in  the  Ni^tionl  Intelli- 
gencer nnd  other  papers.]  * 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  in  offering  these  rescdutiona  [pro* 
posing  an  int^uiry,  &c.]  I  am  governed  by  the  ezpectatiim 
that  the  inquury  proposed  by  them  will  lead  to  disclofuret 
in  regard  to  transactions  which  are  still  involved  in  con- 
siderable mystery.  Public  opinion  is  notyetsettled  down 
as  to  the  true  causes  of  the  late  explosion  in  the  cabinet. 
That  a  cabinet  of  the  Preudenfs  own  selection,  and  whose 
official  duties  bad,  by  his  own  admisuon,  been  performed 
to  hii  entire  satislitction,  riiould  so  soon  be  dispersed,  is 
an  event  so  extraordinary  in  the  history  of  tiiia  countoy, 
that  the  pi^tic,  and  espeeiaUy  the  Senate,  have  a  right  to 
be  informed  of  the  cau^  which  led  to,  or  operated  in, 
producing  such  a  strange  result.  The  people,  whose  mo- 
ney has  been  squandered  to  derange  and  reorganize  this 
cabinet,  are  interested  in  tiiis  ini^uiry.  If  the  gentleman 
whose  nomination  is  now  the  subject  of  conuderation,  has 
in  any  way  contrived  or  contributed  to  bring  about  the 
event,  it  would  go  lar  to  <Usqualify  him  for  ue  office  to 
which  he  has  been  nominated;  and,  if  not,  it  is  due  to  him 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  had.  Suspicion  rests  heavy  on 
him;  and,  when  that  is  the  case,  it  is  always  good  ground 
for  investigation.  I  did  expect  that  his  frienu^  instead  of 
objecting,  would  have  consented  to,  and  inasted  upon, 
the  investigation  proposed  by  the  resolution.  Is  it  because 
they  fear  the  result^  They  Say  not;  but  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed ,is  not  in  terms  what  it  sliould  be.  I,  sir,  have  never 
insisted  that  the  form  of  the  reaolittion  should  be  pre* 
served.    If  I  can  obtain  the  object,  I  will  put  them  in  any 
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shape  which  nuy  be  agfreeftbletoa  mAjori^of  the  Senate. 
Tfwt  this  must  be  an  ex  paie  Inquir^t  and  when  Hr.  Van 
Buren  is  absent,  at  such  a  distance  that  he  cannot  be  in> 

fcnroed  of  the  mrestit^tjons  which  sfTect  his  character,  I 
can  only  say  that,  ifa  man  will  consent  to  take  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  recess,  knowing'  that  the  Senate  must  pass 
upon  him  in  his  absence,  he  takes  the  hazard  of  an  ex 
parte  investigation,  or  is  willing  to  trust  his  case  in  the  care 
of  his  friends.  Sir,  if  it  be  otherwise,  the  Senate  is  en- 
tirely precluded  from  any  inquiry  into  his  merits  until 
he  chooses  to  rettirnj  or  Uie  President  is  pleased  to  recall 
him. 

For  myself,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  nomination  on  other 
,  grounds,  and  I  propose  this  inquiry  rather  to  satisfy  otliers, 
although  or.  this  point  I  should  prefer  to  be  satisfied.  Il 
am  agiunst  him,  because  he  has  humbled  us  in  the  eyes  ofT' 
foreign  nations.  He  has  surrendered  the  rights  of  this 
country  to  Great  Britun,  to  sustain  his  party.  It  is  the 
first  time  this  countiy  was  ercr  thus  di^^raced;  and  1 
would  it  should  be  the  last.  And,  if  I  had  no  other  rea- 
■on,  his  appointment  in  therecea^  to  611  aracancy  created 
in  the  recess,  is  enough  for  me.  I  have  always  dtsapprov> 
ed  sending  off  a  minister  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
without  the  most  imperative  reasons.  II  is  compelling 
the  Senate  to  approve  tlie  appointment,  or  subject  us  to 
tlie  loss  of  the  outfit.  I  would,  at  tliat  expense,  break  up 
the  practice;  it  would  be  an  esaential  saving.  It  b,  more- 
over, evading  that  constitutional  check  which  the  Senate 
were  dewgned  to  have  in  the  appointment  of  ambassa- 
dors, and  in  our  foreign  nrgotiations.  1  would  protect 
tiie  exercise  of  this  power  by  the  Senate,  and  never  sur- 
render tt 

It  is  objected  to  these  resolutions  that  they  are  not  suf- 
ficiently specific.  Sir,  it  is  not  expected  that  a  motion  far 
inquiry  will  be  drawn  with  tlic  same  preciuon  as  an  in- 
dictment. If  you  can  designate  the  acts  precisely,  there 
is  no  necessity  for  inquiry.  It  is  for  want  of  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  particular  acts  that  inquiry  has  become  ne- 
cessary. We  know  full  well  that  the  political  movement 
referred  to  in  tlie  resolution  has  been  differently  expl^n- 
ed.  Mr.  Van  Buren  himself  could  not  remain  without  a 
disfranchisement.  What  particular  disfranchisement  that 
was,  the  public  has  not  yet  learned.  Wc  would  like  to 
know  what  privileges  of  a  trte  citizen  be  was  compelled  to 
surrender,  as  the  price  of  hit  office,  and  whether  that 
surrender  was  any  way  connected  with  the  removals  and 
the  other  resignations.  Will  any  one  say,  or  pretend, 
that  a  participation  in  that  extraordinary  mair  would  not 
affect  his  qualifications  as  minister?  Sir,  whoever  brought 
about  that  explosion  is  unfit  for  any  office.  The  whole 
nation  was  convulsed  by  it,  ami  a  stun  is  cast  upon  this 
administration  whi^  can  never  be  effaced.  The  exchange 
(rf*  officers,  too,  by  the  late  minister,  and  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  succeed  him,  and  so  soon  after  tins 
explosion,  furnishes  a  sufficient  ground  of  inqdry.  The 
late  minister  had  been  out  but  a  short  time;  he  had 
scarcely  become  acquainted  at  the  court  where  he  was 
sent.  There  should  be  strong  xeasons  for  recalling  a 
minister,  and  supplying  his  pkce  with  a  new  man,  and 
the  expense  shouM  never  be  incurred  unless .  the  public 
good  manifestly  demanded  it.  I'his  looks  much  like 
making  provision  for  a  nun  who,  from  mysterious  circum- 
stances, had  been  compelled  to  quit  the  office  which  he 
had  held;  and  I  know  no  principle  in  this. Government 
which  will  justify  creating  offices  or  vacancies  to  provide 
for  favorites,  or  to  reward  a  partisan. 

Do  the  friends  of  Hr.  Van  Buren  object  to  the  inquiry.^ 
They  say  no:  it  is  the  resolutions  to  which  they  object. 
And  yet  their  reasoning  goes  against  any  inquiry.  But 
if  the  objection  is  to  the  manner  or  extent  of  the  inquiry, 
why  not  propose  to  amend  the  resolutions,  or  offer  one  of 
their  own?  Indidging  in  objections  which  go  to  the  fbnn, 
and  which  seem  to  be  eaptious  withal,  indicates  strongly  a 


wish  to  suppress  all  inquiry.  It  is  objected  that  the  ia- 
vesd^tion  prtHKised  may  disclose  impeachable  matter. 
TUs  u  dways  the  bugbear  to  frif^hten  us  amy  from  all 
investigation  into  the  conduct  ol  any  man,  and  to  place 
every  officer  of  your  Government  beyond  the  reach  of 
responsibility.  But  really  it  seems  to  me  to  be  exceed- 
ingly out  of  place  here.  We  may  find  matter  that  would 
impeach  Mr.  Van  Buren!  Howr  In  what  office  would 
he  be  impeachable?  Not  as  Secretary  of  State,  for  he  is 
out  of  that  office.  Mot  as  minister  to  Great  Britain,  for 
in  that  office  he,  as  yet,  has  done  nothing.  How,  then, 
I  repeat,  can  we  posubly  be  in  any  such  danger?  ltdoes 
appear  to  me  that  this  is  the  weakest  of  all  objectioDS.  Bat 
one  word  further,  in  answer  to  these  hackneyed  <4ijc& 
tions,  as  to  impeachable  matter.  The  Senate  lia.Te  a  pie- 
sent  executive  duty  to  perform — to  ascertain  whether  Mr. 
Van  Buren  is  a  proper  person  for  minister  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, in,  order  to  determine  whether  we  can  give  the  Pre- 
sident our  advice  and  consent  to  his  appointioeat;  and  la 
this  we  are  told  that  we  are  restrained  firotn  inquiry,  lest 
this  executive  duty,  which  we  are  now  to  pet^fora^  shal 
conflict  with  a  future  judicial  duty,  which  we,  by  pMubili' 
ty,  may  have  to  perform!  Sir,  it  is  enou^  to  state  tbec^ 
jectiun  to  show  its  manifest  absurdity.  And  where  ioei 
this  argument  of  tlie  gentleman  lead  us?  It  shuts  the  door 
of  inquiry  forever,  and  every  man,  now  in  office,  nomi- 
nated for  another,  must  be  taken  and  deemed"  worthy, 
lest  the  Senate  should  stumble  upon  impeachable  maltu! 

I  find,  therefore,  tliat  Senators  whoprofea  to  court 
quiry,  urge  objections  which  would  defeat  all  investiga- 
tion. It  must  be  impossible,  then,  to  frame  any  resofe- 
tioiis  which  would  meet  their  views;  and  why  should  I 
further  modify  these  to  please  them,  when  they  are  dete> 
mined  to  be  satisfied  with  notliing ' 

Sir,  as  to  the  dj^:race  attached  to  these reaolutions,  I  aUsv 
no  man  to  judge  for  me  what  it  hontoable  or  diagracc&L 
That  they  refer  to  a  di^raceful  trauactioii,  I  readdy  ad- 
mit. But  I  have  yet  to  learn  that,  if  tile  admuustatioa 
descend  to  scandalous  transactions,  it  is  beneath  the  ifignitr 
of  this  Senate  to  call  them  to  account.  t 

NoTK. — It  is  perttaps  due  to  the  public  that  I  should, 
prevent  fiilse  impressions,  explain  the  reasons  why  the 
res4dutions  whicli  I  oflei-ed  were  lud  on  the  tabh^  an! 
not  afterwards  taken  up  and  acted  on.  The  reaiduboaa 
were  objected  to  by  some  of  Mr.  Van  Bumb^  frieads, 
and  the  form  of  them  by  some  of  thoae  wfao  eveatusily 
voted  agunst  him.  But  several  of  his  friends  had,  in  dr. 
bate,  urged  arguments  which  would  go  gremtly  agaiwt 
any  resolutions  of  inquiry  upon  this  nominatifjn — such  as 
the  absence  of  the  person  nominated,  and  the  dai^er 
of  finKling  impeachable  matter.  Sic.  To  these  Stoat ari 
1  readily  perceived  that  no  inquiry  would  be  acceptable. 
Of  those  who  6nally  voted  agiunst  the  nomination.  Burnt 
wished  the  resolutions  modified.  To  give  time  to  fnate 
jthem  so  as  to  suit  all  who  wished  inquity,  I  nrarcd  to  it} 
the  resolutions  on  the  table.  Whether  any  reaolatjoas  of 
inquiry  could  have  been  framed  that  would  have  met  the 
approbation  of  the  fnends  of  Hr.  Van  Buren,  is  not  for 
me  to  say.  Af^r  this,  I  was  asked  by  a  member  if  I  ^- 
tended  to  call  up  the  resolutions,  or  bill  of  indictmeot," 
and  if  I  did,  when?  My  answer  wa»—" Not  till  the  gniu 
jury  is  full,  if  at  all."  Then,  turaiog  to  a  Senator  frc« 
Mew  York,  I  informed  hjm  distinctly  that  I  would  kt  bim 
know  to-morrow'whelher  I  ^ould  call  up  the  resohttku 
or  not;  and  ifitshouid  he  my  determination  to  calltfaeau^ 
he  was  to  move  to  go  into  executive  business,  for  tte  pwr- 
pose  of  discussing  and  demdir^then. 

The  next  morning  1  drew  a  ■ubatitute  for  tiie  first  res*- 
lutioii,  as  fcdlows: 

"That  the  nomination  of  Martin  Van  Burci^  as  minis- 
ter to  Great  Britun,  be  refnrol  to  a  select  oammines ; 
and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  inqoire  whs: 
were  the  cnises  of  the  removal  from  iriBee  of  toe  Iste  Sc- 
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cretaries  of  the  Trewury  and  N»vy,  and  of  the  Attorney 
General,  and  of  the  resignations  of  the  late  Secretaries  of 
State  and  W^r;  and  whether  Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  any,  and, 
if  any,  what  agency  in  brin^^ng  about  the  change'  of  the 
late  cabuiet. 

*'  And.  also,  to  Inquire  whether  Mr<  Van  Buren  re- 
•ign  his  office  as  Secretary  of  State,  under  a  promise,  or 
understanding,  that  he  was  to  be  appointed  minister  to 
Great  Britain;  and  with  a  further  understanding  with  the 
late  minister  to  Great  Britain,  that  he  was  to  be  provided 
with  the  place  wliich  he  now  enjoys." 

I  showed  this  to  several  of  my  friends,  who  were  satisfied 
wWi  iL  But  others  preferred  the  original  resOlutionit  and, 
believing  no  form  could  be  devised  by  me  which  would 
be  acceptable,  and  that  the  facts  sought  to  be  disclosed 
by  them  night  be  ascertained  without  the  Intervention  of 
a  committee,  I  informed  the  Senator  that  I  should  not  call 
them  up,  in  these  words,  wliich  I  wrote  down  at  the  time: 
**  I  am  satisfied  tlut  the  facts  to  be  inquired  into  by  the 
resolutions  which  I  offered  on  the  nomination  of  Hr.  Van 
Buren,  can  be  ascertained  without  a  committee;  and, 
therefore,  I  shall  not  call  them  up."  Thui  leaving  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  by  a 
committee,  or  to  permit  tiie&eta  to  be  ucertain«t  by  each 
Senator  for  himself.  j.  HOLMES. 

When  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Holmbs  were 
under  consideration,  and  towards  tlie  ^ose  of  the  deb^, 
Mr.  MARCT  observed  that  he  had  not  intended  to 
make  a  nagle>remark  upon  the  subject  then  before  the 
Senate;  yet  he  was  unwilling  to  give  a  vote,  from  which  it 
inig^t  be  inferred,  unless  It  was  accompanied  with  a  word 
of  explanation,  that  he  wished  to  suppress  inqairy.  That 
was  very  &r  from  hia  intention.    If  any  honorable  Sena- 
tor has  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  whose  nomina- 
tion is  now  under  consideration  is  chargeable  with  impro- 
per conduct,  and  will  introdue^  a  resolution  specifyii^  the 
charge,  and  asking  for  inquiry,  he  .would  give  it  his  sup' 
xKwt  as  readily  as  any  menbcr  of  that  bedyt  but  the  re*o- 
lutioiw  offcTed  by  the  Senator  iVom  Maine  [Mr.  Houibb] 
were  of  an  exceptionable  character;  for,  in  addition  to 
impeaching,  iiwlirectly,  if  it  may  be  so  considered,  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  President,  by  propo«ng  to  ask  if  he  had 
stated  the  true  reasons  for  the  dissolution  of  his  late  cabi- 
net, it  will  bring  before  the  committee,  if  it  should  be 
adopted,  a  mass  of  matters  very  difficult  to  be  inquired 
into,  and  not  at  all  connected,      he  conceived,  with  the 
vote  to  be  pven  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
No  committee  to  which  tliese  reaolutions  will  be  sent,  will 
voluntarily.enter  into  the  various  matters  which  some  gen 
tlemen  may  suppose  to  be  witliin  the  scope  of  the  inquiry 
into  tlie  caus.-s  of  the  dissolution  of  the  late  cabinet,  and  the 
Senate  ought  not  to  impose  that  labor  on  them,  unless  it 
be  proposed  to-show  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  liad  an  feney 
in  Uiat  affiur.   It  is  not  pretended,  certunly  not  by  the 
resoluliona,  that  he  was  connected  with  the  event;  it  is 
true  that  the  retohitiom,  after  the  introduction  of  much 
irrelevant  matter,  propose  to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Van 
Buren  had  not  participated  in  practices  dtegraeeful  to  the 
national  duracter,  &c. 

Letany  Senator,  who  believes  such  practiceseverhad,  in 
point  of  fact,  uny  existence,  put  them  forth  ^eifically  in 
rescriution,  and  lie  would,  he  said,  vote  to  send  it  to  a  cmn- 
jnittee  tor  investigation  i  and  if  they  wtfe  found  to  be  true, 
let  the  nominee  berejccted.  The  designation  of  offences 
|>y  the  terms  of  **pnetiees  diigniGenil  to  the  national 
character,"  was  very  vi^fue—qoite  too  vague.  The  na- 
ture and  character  of  these  practices  should  be  defined, 
that  the  Senate  may  know  the  du^  they  impose,  and  the 
committee  the  duty  they  are  required  to  perform. 

The  proposed  resohition^  as  now  shaped,  make  no 
Mpeeific  abuge,Mid  give  no  eertain  direction  to  die  inqn'uy. 
Xle  theoefoee  foUbiaadf  caUod  on  to  vote  sg^nat  the^ 
Vol.  Vm.— S3 


or  to  rote  for  laying  them  on  the  table;  but  when  a  case 
fcr  inauity  was  presented,  he  would  vote  for  gcnng  into  it. 
Indeed,  be  wished  to  be  distinctly  understooil  as  invttii^ 
inquiiy;  but,  in  &irness,  it  should  be  on  specified  charges. 

As  to  some  of  the  practices  intended  probably  to  be 
embraced  in  the  resolutions,  ve  have,  be  isid,  the  stdenm 

[tubUe  denial  of  Nr.  Tan  Buren,  accompanied  with  acbai- 
enge  to  all  the  world  for  proo^  and  no  man  had  yet  been 
found  to  accept  that  challenge  and  come  forth  with  proof. 
Those  who  best  know  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
nuninee,  feel  the  fullest  confidence  that  nothing  dishonor- 
able or  degrading,  in  the  digbtest  degree,  can  be  sub- 
stantiated. So  fkTf  therefore,  from  closing  the  door  of 
investigation,  they  are  wiUit^  to  be  instrumental  in  <^>en> 

The  question  was  now  stated  on  consenting  to  die  no- 
mination. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  there  were  few  oocauons  which 
could  produce  with  him  a  more  painful  struggle  between 
personal  inclination  and  official  oblig^ons,  titan  the  one  on 
which  he  was  now  called  to  act.  With  the  nominee,  stid 
Mr.  C.,IhaveforyeBrsenjoyed  personal  and  social  reUtions 
that  have  left  hnpremons  which  it  would  gratify  me  to  in- 
dulge by  an  expresuon  of  th«r  kindest  recollection;  and 
this  connderation,  with  the  fact  of  his  frequent  elevation 
to  offices  of  hi^  honor  and  dimity,  and  his  distinguished 
position  in  relation  to  the  political  parties  in  the  country, 
will  connect  with  the  subject  an  interest  rarely  occasioned 
by  the  nomination  of  ar\  individual  to  office.  The  office 
itself  to  which  he  is  nominated  is  one  so  intimately  affect- 
ing the  peculiardotiesandresponHbilitiesof  the  Executive 
Msg^strate,  by  whom  we  are  invited  to  confirm  the  appoint- 
ment, as  to  require  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  a jwculiar 
degree  of  indulgence.  Regarding  a  diplomatic  function- 
ary as  the  confidential  organ  of  the  President,  as  selected 
with  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  particular  duties  to  be 
performed  by  hitn,  and  with  reference  to  his  espcfual  fitness 
br  those  duties,  it  is  undoubtedly  pnmer  that  the  Execu- 
tive will,  in  regard  to  the  agent,  should  not  be  controlled 
but  from  the  most  unyielding  obstacles:  to  oppose  it  fot 
light  causes  would  lessen  the  wei^t  of  bis  rcsponMbility, 
and  greatly  increase  our  own-  To  reject  the  nomination 
of  a  minister  at  home  or  abroad,  can,  in  my  view,  be  de- 
fennble  only  upon  strong  grounds  of  principle,  having 
direct  and  immediate relerenee  to  eouddexntions ofapub- 
lie  nature. 

In  tiie  ddiberate  counsel  and  sdvioe  wUch  the  consti- 
tution requires  us  to  give  to  the  President,  there  is  no 
proper  place  for  the  exercise  of  personal  fiiver  or  ill  will, 
for  party  prejudice  or  partiality.  Sir,  as  one  of  the 
humblest  members  of  tliis  body,  I  can  fearlessly  appeal  to 
my  course  here  on  all  former  occsmons,  and  to  the  course 
of  those  with  whom  I  usually  act,  with  the  most  entire 
confidence  titat  it  will  evince  a  liberal  ehartty  toward  the 
officers  nominated,  and  a  magnammous  surrender  of  per* 
Bonal  and  political  prejudices  on  the  altar  of  the  pubSo 
good,  and  a  just  regard  to  the  prerogatiTes  of  the  Prea- 
dent. 

With  these  opinions,  Mr.  Prendeot,  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  affirm,  tlut,  in  the  vote  which  I  shall  give  on  this 
occasion,  I  have  obeyed  no  other  impulse  than  that  of  my 
judgment;  but  it  will  be  permitted  me  to  assert,  as  I  <u> 
mth  the  most  unaffected  sinccrily,  that  n^  p^soosl  incli- 
nations have  reluctantly  witnessed,  and  wotdd  gladly  re- 
verse the  sentence  which  a  hi^  sense  of  official  duty  will 
compel  me  to  record,  with  a  deep  and  abiding  conviction 
of  its  justness.  I  am  altogether  aware  of  the  danger  to 
which  my  vote  may  expose  me  from  the  malignant  viru- 
lence of  those  who,  themselves  insensible  to  the  honest 
and  hmorable  feeling  which  subdues  the  pet^  psiwons  of 
a  contracted  and  fiutioiu  partisan,  are  tm  all  occasions 
indined  to  attribute  ^  conduct  of  others  to  the  narrow. 
OK^ided  policy  n^oh  gorenw  themsehsa.  Sir,  I  should 
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be  an  unUthful  serrant  of  my  State,  treacherous  to  the 
HA  trust  which  [  am  charged  to  execute,  and  destitute 
or  the  couniye  necesaary  to  protect  the  interesta  confided 
toiqy  guardwiuhtpt  if  appreheiiMona  like  these  could  for 
a  moment  divert  me  mm  the  path  to  which  duty  points. 
It  would  tuTo  ajfTorded  me  great  gratification  to  have 
Eatened  to  some  more  able  advocate  of  the  nation's  honor, 
and  to  have  been  able  to  repose  my  vote  on  the  causes 
more  satis&ctonlT  assigned  by  another.  But  the  question 
is  about  to  be  takm,  and  I  will  not  consent  to  allow  an 
o(jca«on  to  pass,  wimout  nunng*  my  feeble  voice  to  re- 
deem the  tarnished  reputadon  of  my  country.  If  other 
Senxtors  accord  irith  my  opinion,  it  w  essentialr  air,  tint 
tiie  rote  of  r^ection  shall  go  fioth  aasociated  with  the 
reasons  which  influence  it.  Yes,  air,  the  honor  and  the 
digmty  of  this  nation  has.  (and  I  think  it  demonslrable) 
— the  beretof<^  unsullied  diplomatic  character  of  the 
American  republic  has  been  stained,  its  lofty  pride  has 
been  hamiliated — unneceflsarilv,  wantonly  humbled — by 
ibc  man  who  it  now  proposed  as  its  guardian,  and  pro- 
tector,  and  advocatet  and,  as  an  American  Senator,  T  am 
not  content  barely  to  put  upon  him  tiie  seal  of  reprobation 
In  a  Hcretsesnon  of  this  body.  No,  sir,  let  the  American 
Government— let  the  American  people,  proud  of  their 
national  honor,  know  that  no  ruthless  hand  shal]  desecrate 
it  witii  impunity)  and  let  foreign  nations  and  all  the  world 
know  that  even  an  Amtfican  Secretary  of  State  dare  not 
pollute  its  ermine. 

Mr.  President,  I  mean  to  renst  the  conftrroation  of  Mr. 
Tan  Buren's  appointment,  excliirirely  on  the  ground  that, 
in  Ua  instructions  to  Mr.  McLane,  on  the  subject  of  the 
eolonial  trade,  he  has  violated  the  honor  of  the  nation; 
has  wounded  its  high  and  elevated  character;  has  evinced 
a  disregard  to  the  interests  of  the  American  people — nay, 
has  insulted  that  people,  in  the  person  of  their  Govern- 
ment! baa  attempted  to  promote  the  objects  of  a  party 
amongst  us,  ana  has  disclosed  a  total  ignorance  cf  the 
proper  prindplea  and  feelinga  which  diould  adorn  the 
diplomatist.  For  proof  of  these  assertions,  I  mean  to  rely 
exclusively  on  his  own  words,  deliberately  embodied  in  a 
State  paper,  and  on  those  to  which  be  has  himself  alliided, 
and  found  amongst  the  archives  of  the  department  of 
which  he  was  then  the  head. 

In  directing  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  particular 
part  of  the  letter  of  instructions  team  Mr.  Van  Buren  to 
the  American  minister  then  at  the  Briti^  court,  1  disclaim 
tiie  inference  that  the  residue  of  that  letter,  or  that  other 
letters  of  instruction,  contain  no  exceptionable  matter, 
lliere  are  many  positions  which,  on  another  occasion,  it 
Would  be  proper  to  disputei  and  the  whole  temper  and 
tone  of  the  despatches  breathe  an  air  of  humility  and 
concession,  and  conviction  of  error,  and  a  suppliant  en- 
treaty of  &vor  and  notice,  which  no  American  citizen, 
who  thinks  and  tieia  as  I  think  an  American  freeman 
diould  do,  can  regard  as  the  appropriate  language  of  his 
Government,  pled^red  as  it  is  to  ask  nothing  but  what  is 
right,  and  to  submit  to  nothing  that  is  wrong." 

The  portion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren'a  work,  however,  to 
which  I  will  more  particularly  allude,  is  a  part  of  his  letter 
of  instruction  to  Mr.  McLane,  dated  30th  July,  1829.  He 
uses  this  huiguage : 

"The  opportunities  which  you  have  derived  from  a 
partiapation  in  our  pubUc  councils,  as  well  aa  other 
aourees  of  infonna^n,  will  enable  you  to  apeak  with  con- 
fidence fas  &r  aa  you  may  deem  it  proper  and  useful  so  to 
do)  of  the  respeetive  parts  taken  by  those  to  whom  the 
administration  of  tfits  Government  is  now  committed,  in 
relation  to  the  courae  heretofore  pursued  upon  the  subject 
of  the  colonial  trade.  Their  views  upon  that  point  have 
been  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statesi  and 
the  counsels  by  wtuch  your  conduct  is  now  directed,  are 
the  resolt  of  Uie  judgment  expressed  by  the  only  earthly 
tribunal  to  whieh  the  lateadniflirtration  wu  amenable  lor 


its  acts.  It  should  he  sufficient  that  the  claims  set  up  by 
them,  and  which  caused  the  interruption  of  the  trade  in 
question,  have  been  exptiatly  abandoned  lur  thoee  who 
first  asserted  them,  and  are  not  renved  by  ^Siair  aucceawira. 
If  Great  Britain  deems  it  adverse  to  her  interests  to  alhw 
us  to  participate  in  the  trade  with  her  cotonies,  and  finds 
nothing  in  the  extension  of  it  to  others,  to  induce  her  to 
apply  the  same  rule  to  us,  she  will,  we  hope,  be  aenstble 
of  the  propriety  of  placing  her  Tefasal  on  those  grounds. 
To  set  up  the  acta  of  the  late  administration  as  tibe  caose 
of  forfeiture  of  privileges  which  would  otherwise  be  ex- 
tended to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would,  nnder 
existing  drcunutance^  be  ui^uat  in  itself  and  ooiiJd  not 
fiul  to  exdte  Aeir  deepest  senubiUty.  The  tone  of  feet 
ing  which  a  course  so  unwise  and  untenable  is  calculated 
to  produce,  would  doubtless  be  ^^tly  aggravated  by  the 
consciousness  that  Great  Britsinhas,  by  order  in  cmuidl, 
opened  her  colonial  ports  to  Hussia  and  France,  notwith- 
standing a  similar  omission  on  their  part  to  accept  the 
terms  offered  by  the  act  of  July,  1825. 

"  You  cannot  press  this  view  of  the  nibjeet  too  earnest- 
ly upon  the  consideration  of  the  British  ndiusti^.  It  has 
bearings  and  relationa  that  reach  beyond  the  immedate 
qnestton  under  discussion.** 

Now,  or,  when  stripped  of  its  verbiage,  and  reduced  te 
.its  plain  import,  what  does  the  Secretary  of  Slate  here 
press  80  eamcatly?  That  Mr.  MrLane,  the  minister,  wha 
had  been  a  member  of  the  political  party  of  which  the 
:  then  President  was  the  nominal  head,  (and  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  a  most  conspicuous  supporter,  with  imputed 
anxiety  to  claim  a.  reversionary  interest  in  the  chieftain- 
ship,) that  the  minister,  who  had  been  a  member  of  tfaii 
Senate,  and  in  that  character  informed  of  the  cfrnflictiof 
views  of  the  different  political  branches  or  flubdtrisiom 
into  which  the  great  American  fiimily  had  been  arranged, 
should  stoop  to  avail  htnuelf  of  this  personal  intimacv 
with  our  family  dissensions,  to  press  eatneetty  upon  a 
foreign  Government  the  misconduct  of  one  pari  of  tins 
fiunilyin  the  relations  of  our  Govemmentwith  thatfiaeiga 
Power,  anil  the  more  amiable  and  kind  feefingsofanotlier 
division  of  it.  But  is  this  M*  Ko,  sir;  it  is  earnestly 
pressed  that  the  American  Gove mmcnt — the  concestntcd 
will  of  the  whole  American  family,  the  only  le^tinaie 
source  of  access  to  foreigneni,  the  only  authorisad  orgra 
of  communion  with  other  nations — that  this  Gorenwnil, 
in  the  person  of  its  **  hte  administration,"  dwuld  be 
bowed  down  in  dishonor  and  in  degradation  at  the  feet  oF 
Lord  Aberdeen,  the  delegated  but  bumble  perscmativt]  of 
Ihe  British  monarch.  Yes,  nir,  the  unheard  ef^  unpsTaOd- 
ed,  and  most  revolting  experiment  was  ta  be  aadrv 
(other  supplications  having  failed  to  move  the  royal  nn- 
pathy,)  how  far  an  unsparing  condemnation  of  ounelves 
would  disarm  a  Britisli  throne  of  its  haugh^,  supercilffla 
disdain  of  a  Just  and  an  honest  demand.  A  my,  ur,  it  was 
novel  and  unheard  of.  I  repeat  it.  Let  the  past  histcey 
of  this  proud  republic  he  minutely  interrogaled — ay,  ia 
the  many  political  changes  of  its  agents,  which,  by  the 
terms  of  its  organization,  it  must  witness,  let  it  be  sought; 
let  the  days  of  Adams,  of  Jefferson,  of  Madison,  Monroe, 
and  the  last  Adams,  be  diligently  inquired  at.  Sir,  m 
voice  respond  to  countenance  tiiis  mgrmiaag^  this  dis- 
gracefiil  operation,  by  which  the  Gorermncat  m  hum/biti 
into  a  penitential  confesrien  of  its  fisnn^n  saimii,  to  ap- 

fieaae  a  foreign  King,  or  to  moderate  the  wralh  or  ccaxi- 
tate  the  fiivor  of  a  foreign  Power. 

Not  only,  Mr.  President,  do  the  fair  and  nnadnhented 
pages  of  American  diplomacy  refuse  countenance  to  scci 
miserable  self.abasement,  but,  air,  the  history  of  all  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  earth  stamp  upon  it  the  ndcEbfe 
character  of  a  gratuitous  prostitution,  unudcd  1^  prece- 
dent, unwamntied  by  any  paiallel.  Sir,  it  adds  to  the 
deep  condemnation  wmch  beloi^  to  tlua  wbjeet  that « 
was  as  useless  and  unproductive  efgs^  as  it  was  disgncr- 
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i^il  ia  iUelf.    Can  the  iougination  conceive  how  benefit 
could  posBibl^  arise,  or  be  auppoaed  to  arise,  from  an 
abject  confession  of  "  wrong,"  by  repudiating  the  claims 
of  the  Government  as  "  American  prtttensiona  explicitly 
abandoned  by  thoae  who  first  asserted  them*  not  reviv^ 
by-their  successors,"  who  are  directed  by  counsels  that 
**are  the  result  of  the  judgment  expressed  by  the  only 
eartlUy  tribunal  to  which  tlie  Ute  administration  was 
ainen;U)le  fur  its  acts?"   What  posvible  advantage,  laak, 
could  be  anticipate  by  the  poution  of  a  prostrate  sup- 
pliant, who,  from  tlie  depths  of  degradation  and  abase- 
ment,  should  thus  beseech  a  fbreirn  diplomatist,  that 
would  not  be  accorded  to  a  civil  and  high-nunded  applica- 
tion, based  upon  the  suggestion  that,  however  the  Ame- 
rican Governme.it  was  convinced  of  its  claims  to  Iiigher 
and  other  terms,  it  was  yet  willing,  in  aspiritof  fmnkt^ess, 
and  in  an  anxious  desire  to  terminate  old  and  agitated 
questions  of  disagreement,  to  wuve  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  those  clums,  and  thereby  to  evince  the  sincerity  of 
its  deaire  Ibr  an  amicable  adjustment?    But,  sir,  I  come 
.  no*  bi  that  connderation  which  stamps  upon  this  subject 
its  peculiar  character,  which  sets  it  ofi'  in  colors  of  a  still 
darker  shade,  and  which  must  leave  us  to  infer  that  no 
mere  want  of  manly,  stern  republican  feeling  of  sclf-re- 
tpe<;t,  not  the  unobserved  prostration  or  careless  disregard 
of  national  dignity  and  character,  not  alone  a  cold  and 
callous  iosenaibility  to  those  feelings  of  cherished  pride, 
of  nice  and  delicale  honor,  which  kindles  into  active  re- 
NftBDcc  at  even  the  appearanee  of  rebukei  but  that  some 
more  latent  motive  of  pnqrased  effect  has  caused  this 
deep  dyed  stain  -upon  the  nation's  history  and  its  fame. 
Sir,  as  if  it  were  not  enough  to  bow  down  the  knee  and 
supplicate  forgiveness  in  terms  of  doleful  regrets  for 
wrongs,  and  anxious  solicitude  to  repair  them;  as  if  it 
were  not  enough  to  open  to  a  foreign  Power  the  history  of 
our  internal  disputes  and  politicar  divisions,  and  to  ask 
them  to  copsider  one  party  here  as  more  kind  in  their 
feeOngs,  more  reasonable  in  thdr  demandS}  more  condliat- 
ing  io  their  tone,  and,  therefore,  more  entitled  to  hope 
for  the  fiivorable  notice  of  EnglMid^as  if  the  measure  of 
our  degradation  was  not  to  be  accomplished  by  a  gratuitous 
conce^on  of  acknowledged  injustice  of  "  American  pre- 
tensions" "abandoned,"  the  Secretary  baa  resorted,  in 
th«  absence  of  otlMr  provocations,  to  nusstatements  of 
fact,  to  Areate  a  condition  of  things,  for  the  purpose  of 

E'ving  color  ttftlie  fierceness  and  uncovert  wrath  which 
)  aims  at  his  political  adversaries. 

Sir,  I  say,  and  the  dii^omaUc  history  of  the  nation  will 
prove,  that  the  statement  made  in  this  particular  charge 
of  the  Secretary  is  fake  in  fact — ^yes,  sir,  doubly  false- 
Wliat  is  ii>  "  The  claimsaet  up  by  them,  and  which  caus- 
ed the  interruption  of  the  trade  in  question,  have  been 
explicitly  abandoned  by  those  who  first  asserted  them." 
Zfow,  the  first  branch  of  tiie  position  is  utterijr  without 
ibundatioo,  we  all  know.    The  hst  adnuoistrstion  expli- 
citly abandoned  no  chums  wfaidh  it  set  up,  nor  did  any 
claims  set  up  by  it  cause  the  interruption  of  the  trade. 
Xbe  last  adnunistration  was  willing  to  negotiate  on  the 
subject  of  the  trade,  but  the  British  Government  refused 
to  meet  their  proposal,  although  made  in  the  most  extend- 
ed and  libend  fealtng  of  comprombe.    Let  the  corre- 
spondence of  our  Secretary  of  Stote,  and  the  messs^  of 
ti&e  PreaSdcntf  prove  titis.    But*  onfbunded  as  is  that 
branch  of  the  assertion,  how  ouutifestly  and  obviously  more 
so,  how  profbundly  destitute  of  even  the  dodow  of  cor^ 
rectneas  is  the  oUier,  which  declares  that  the  miscalled 
'  ■American  pretcnsicms"  were  first  aiaerted  by  the  last  ad- 
xniiiiatration.    Why,  nr,  does  Hot  every  one  know  that  in 
this  respect  the  last  administration  did  but  pursue  the 
settled  Mid  fixed  purpose  of  the  adnunistration  that  pre- 
ceded it,  and  that  these  "  pretenaons"  did  not  commence 
even  then?   Sir,  all  adndniatndioDS  bad  indulged  these 
preteiwmii.  The  hut  adnuiutnUmi  Uw  first  to  aiiert 


them!  Truly  this  must  have  amused  the  intelligent  lUplo- 
matitt  to  whom  the  envogr  wm  dtreotid  to  make  the  con»> 
munication.  ■ 

No,  I  am  wrong  in  tius  co^jeeturei  fiff  I  h^ex-e,  from 
my  reading  of  Mr.  McLane*s  letters  to  Us  krdship,  that 
the  experiment  was  not  made  upon  his  ignorance  of  what 
every  page  in  -the  tfiplomacy  of  his  own  countrpr  would 
have  taught  him.  No,  ur,  tfus  notion  of  th«r  being  first 
asserted  by  the  late  administration  did  not,  I  believe,  find 
place  in  those  letters.  What  **  bearings  and  reUtions  that 
reach  beyond  the  imme^te  questiMi"  were  ui  the  view  of 
the  Secretary,  it  is  not  for  me  to  dirine.  He  speak^  in 
anotiier  part  of  these  instruetionsi  of  '*  the  improprie^  of 
lufferiqg  any  feelings  that  find  their  origin  in  the  past  pre- 
tensions of  this  Government  to  have  an  adverse  influence 
upon  the  present  conduct  of  Great  Britwn."  Sir,  1  do  not 
mean  to  fulow  the  Secretary  in  his  dark  and  mysterious 
language.  The  plain  and  undoubted  import  of  that  which, 
unfortunately  for  the  nation's  character,  can  admit  of  but 
one  reading,  ts  enough  tar  me*  No  man*  in  my  poor 
judgment,  can-ask  us  to  confide  to  hit  care  the  digniW  of 
the  nation  and  its  honor,  who  has  arrayed-  coie  pouucal  di- 
vision of  our  people  against  the  Government.  Sir,  what 
is  to  be  the  result'  How  may  t^ia  very  doctrine  recfnl  on 
himself?  In  the  same  terms  owy  a  British  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  now  say  to  him,  "  I  do  not  respect  your 
opinions  as  those  of  the  American  people;  your  Prendent 
is  about  to  witness  the  termination  of  ms  period  of  office; 
a  new  election  is  to  he  madei  the  people,  the  proper  tri- 
bunal to  pass  upon  his  measures,  may  not  sustain  hhn.  I 
appeal  from  your  judgment,  and  swmit  the  matter  to 
theirs,  and,  until  their  sentence  is  recorded,  I  can  only  re- 
gard your  administration  as  you  have  regarded  the  late 
administration."  Yes,  nr,  these  are  legitimate  cooae* 
quences  of  such  doctrine,  involving  ^  perfect  and  entire 
surrender  of  all  consideration  abroad,  and  all  national  pride 
at  home.  To  an  individual  who  has  thus  outn^;ea  the 
character  prcq>erly  belong^i^  to  a  great  and  bi^-minded 
natioti  of  fiwmen,  who  has  prostrated  its  dignity,  and 
brought  disgrace  and  dishonor  upon  its  diplomatic  reputa- 
tion, 1  never  can  advise  the  Preudent  to  confide  the  pre- 
servation of  its  respect  abroad:  and  this  first  assertion  of  a 
course  pregnant  with  everv  thing  that  threatens  the  pride, 
and  digni^,  and  honor  of  the  American  repubhc,  will,  I 
trust,  be  marked  by  the  most  dednve  reprobation  of  ui 
American  Senate.   

[ Afler  Mr.  CauiBBas  concluded,  Mr.  SMITH,  of  lUr^- 
land,  made  some  observations,  wUch  are  incorponted  in 
a  fuU  report  of  his  remarks,  which  appears  nearer  the 
close  of  the  debate.] 

Mr.  CIAYTON,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  reply  to  some  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Smith.  He  said  he  rose  under  a  deep  sense 
of  the  responubility  which  be  owed  to  the  Senate  and  the 
country  on  this  queititm.  He  owed  it  to  lumseU^  to  the 
people  whose  representative  he  was,  and  to  the  body  ot 
which  be  was  a  member,  to  state  brieiSy  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  dtould  render  a  vote,  withhuding  nis  advice  to 
the  President  to  make  this  u>pointment. 

I  agree,  said  Mr.  C,  with  my  fiiend  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  CamBBBS,]  in  the  view  which  he  has  taken  of  the 
instructions  given  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State  to  our 
minister  at  the  court  of  St.  iames.  I  coosder  the  late 
negotiation  respecting  the  West  In^  trade  with  the 
Englidi  nation  as  the  most  honuliating  to  our  national  pride 
that  has  occurred  in  the  annals  of  our  dplomacy.  The 
minister  was  sent  with  instructions  to  fawn,  and  b^  as  a 
boon,  at  the  fot)tstool  of  a  foreign  Power,  what  we  were 
entiUed  to  as  a  ri^t;  and  to  aMndcm  ami  denounce,  as 
untenable  **  pretensiona,"  what  had  been  always  before 
insisted  upon  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  our  oou^^.  He 
was  pontivdy  directed  to  consider  his  own  Government  as 
justly  asMdlable  fiir  « too  Ing  and  too  tenadouriy  reaiat- 
mg  tdie  ^(IM  «f  OkiA  Britoin,"  and  paijiculiiriy  nir  00^ 
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■Cawwftw!  Proeetding*. 


4iifC  to  accept  the  teniwofllbreil  by  the  act  of  PariiMnent 
of  Jtilr*  1835-  He  was^reeted  to  tpeak  irith  confidence 
«*  of  the  respectlre  parts  taken  by  those  to  whom  the  ad* 
n^istration  orthU  Goremment  is  now  eominitted,"  to  lay 
before  Europe  the  state  of  parties  in  this  coantry*  and  to 
dcgruie  and  disgrace  all  the  former  administrations  of  our 
Government,  during  which  this  right  had  been  tnsisted 
opon*  by  entirely  and  uncondittoniuty  withdrawing  all  our 
eUms  for  justice  on  that  countty.  He  was  told,  in  snb- 
•iHteei  to  press  upon  England  the  state  of  our  domestic 
and  party  differences  at  hoow,  and  he  was  admonished 
that  mis  subject  had  bearings  and  relations  which  reached 
b^ond  the  immediate  question  ander  discussion.  Sir, 
this  minister  did  as  be  was  ordered  to  do.  He  **  entreat- 
ed,*'and  *'«>pealed»"  and  "begmd."  and  "prayed," 
«*  regretted,**  and  *'  solicited,"  and  <•  hoped  to  be  excus- 
cdt**  and  confieflsed  we  had  been  in  the  wrong,  insteui  of 
repelling  with  digni^  the  insolence  and  sarcasm  of  the 
British  ministry  t  until  the  contemptible  boon  was  **  grant* 
cd,**  and  the  natbnal  character  effectually  degraded.  Let 
Urn  take  his  place  in  the  treasury  for  this;  but  let  not  him 
who  gave  these  instructions  succeed  him  at  the  courtof  St. 
Jaroes,  again  to  "  beg,"  and  **  solicit,"  and  degrade  us  in 
the  eyea  of  Europe,  by  luring  before  the  world  the  state 
of  our  donrntic  differences  at  home.  I.et  us  say  to  the 
British  Government  this  day  by  our  vote,  that  we  never 
conaented  to  the  disgrace  which  lias  befidlen  ua.  and  that 
we  Drefer  to  recall  the  minister  who  has  dishonored  us, 
to  all  the  pretended  benefits  of  this  miserable  negotiation. 
On  this  ground  alone,  I  will  this  day  condemn  this  ap- 
pointment, so  far  aa  my  vote  will  go  to  effect  if(  and,  in 
so  doing,  as  an  Americao  Senator.  I  say  to  En^and.  that 
we  will  never  consent  to  crout^  for  favorsi  and  to  all  our 
auiuaters^  now  and  &rever,  that  we  will  condemn  every 
attompt  to  carry  oar  haufy  divisions  beyond  our  own 
hoinoiflild. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who  hut  addressed 
US,  [Mr.  Svm,]  replied  to  mmilar  objections  made  by  his 
cottea|^  that  the  Prendent  was  alone  responsible  for 
theae  instructions,  and  not  the  Secretary  whose  name  was 
signed  to  them.  Such  has  been  the  pretence  for  exone- 
rating flfon  all  rcsponubility  otiier  penons  charged  with 
maladniiidMntion  of  the  Government.  Either  by  pre- 
venting tiw  ^KhMore  here  of  fanpcach^le  matter,  or  by 
presenting  the  Prevdent  as  a  atueid  to  the  party  chai^ied 
with  it,  the  responubili^  of  every  inferior  pubho  agent  is 
melted  away  to  nothiog.  The  ^ntleman,  without  dc- 
fendii^  the  Secretuy  or  the  nuoister  in  this  negotiation 
about  the  Weat  India  trade,  feels  safe  if  he  can  interpose 
die  Prendent  as  the  party  chargeable  irith  the  whole  mat- 
ter. But  I  will  do  1»e  Preadent  the  justice  to  say  that  I 
cannot  beUeve  he  had  read  these  inttruetiona  when  they 
were  giveni  and  I  hold  the  Secretatyanawendile  to  his 
countiy  for  every  publie  act  performed  by  him  while  he 
remuoed  in  office. 

There  is  another  topic  cloeely  connected  with  the  honor 
and  interest  of  this  nation,  upon  which  the  nominee  be- 
fore us  has  been  strowly  charged,  and  in  relatioo  to  which 
1  conftii  the  irish  &u  an  invntigation,  instituted  before  I 
took  my  aeat  this  aesMon,  had  been  prosecuted  to  ita  ter- 
nuoation  before  tbiaday.  I  referto  tile  causes  which  pro- 
duced the  disruption,  of  the  lato  edrinet  I  view  that 
event  as  hi^^ily  disreputable  to  oar  eountryt  and  I  find 
that,  acconung  to  the  dedarationsof  a  gentlenim  who  for- 
merly edited  a  paper  in  the  State  of  New  York,  advocat- 
ing the  Prewdent's  administration,  Mr.  Van  Biiren  pri- 
vately informed  him  *•  that  it  (the  dissohition  of  the  late 
eabmet)  was  caused  by  the  cowlnet  of  the  Vice  Prendent 
and  Mr.  Ingham,  who  dedred  Ae  retirement  of  General 
Jacksoa  office  at  the  exjdration  of  &e  first  four  years 
of  his  twn  of  servicet"  at  the  same  time  in  effect  enlarg- 
ing a  eonqiinqr  between  these  gentiemen  to  tiaduae  mt 
eharacter  of  nolMite  and  nrtlloamam^  iaetdarto]^ 


dnee  the  destruction  of  tiie  cabinett  and  (stating)  tbat 
Mr.  V.  B-,  had  thotight  it  better  to  retire  in  timr,  km* 
ingthat,  ifheledthe  way,  "  the  rest  must  follow."  TUi 
infbrmation  is,  I  believe,  now  in  the  hands  oT  t  ScMUr 
from  MlsnSsip{»  near  me,  [Mr.  PemaxTi*,linditiinid 
that  theuithor  of  it  is  present  in  the  ci^,  rcaartobeirtc*. 
timony  to  the  truth  of  it.    However  this  may  be,  InHut  be 

Krmitted  to  say,  aa  one  whose  course  here  has  been  plH^ 
viiw  had  nothing  to  do  with  either  of  the  ooainidn| 
branchea  of  the  party  in  power,  that  I  conader  anch  i 
charge  against  the  Vice  President  as  unjust,  and  utterif 
without  foundation!  while  I  hold  that  the  dedsntim  ess- 
taining  the  charge  contains  also  an  unequivocal  adawMi 
as  to  the  true  agent,  and  the  motive  of  that  agent,  in  Ae 
transaction  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Bat  witiwat  ldt^ 
ence  to  this,  and  many  other  matters  which  night  be 
ly  pressed  into  this  discussion  as  reasons  forthevotevkk 
1  am  ahout  to  render,  I  content  myself  by  reatiif  thttnfe 
on  the  ground  of  the  instructions  given  by  Mr.  VinBm 
to  our  ute  minister  to  England,  and  the  consetgutnt  & 
honor  to  our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  tbat  eountrr. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  observing  that,  on  some  amnt^ 
able  occsMon,  he  might  give  his  views  on  die  aabjcet  of 
that  negotiationt  but  he  wOukl  prefer  doii^  so  in  the  hct 
of  the  country,  to  a  secret  diseusrion  in  the  eiecntire  » 
Mon  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  mid,  afto-  the  moat  deliberate  eomiden^ 
I  regret  that  I  find  myself  utterly  unable  to  recesaleviA 
the  duty  I  owe  to  m^  country,  a  vote  in  fkver  of  diii  » 
mination.  I  regret  it,  because,  in  all  the  past  atrife  of 
party,  the  relations  of  ordinary-  civility  andoouitetf  *ci« 
never  interrupted  between  tlie  gentleman  whoM  uaeii 
before  us^  and  myself.  But  1  regard  my  obligations  lo  iht 
people  of  the  United  StirtM,  and  to  the  honor  and  cbu» 
ter  of  their  Government,  as  paramount  toevety  piinteeoa 
sideration.  There  was  no  necessity  known  tousfbrtheik- 
parture  oftlUs  gentleman  from  the  United  States,  pnwto 
the  submiintm  of  his  name  to  the  Senate.  Great  Biitu 
was  represented  here  by  a  diploDUtic  agent,  hari^  rs 
higher  rank  than  that  of  a  charge  d'afftfca.  We  veie 
represented  in  England  by  one  of  equal  rank)  one  rkt 
had  shed  luatre  upon  bia  country  by  his  high  bienf 
character}  o«e  t^  whom  it  omy  be  juiUy  sud  that,  is  so  »■ 
speet,  was  he  inferior  to  the  sentlvmen  before  ea  » 
though  I  shall  not  controvert  the  right  of  the  pRsdti^ 
.  in  an  extraordinarj'  case,  to  send  abroad  a  public  nunaUti 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  tiic  Senate,  1  do  net 
admit  that  it  ever  ought  to  be  done  without  the  esiAcia 
of  some  special  cause,  to  be  ctunnunicated  lo  tlw  Scmk- 
We  have  received  no  ctHinwioiGation  of  the  oiitesMa 
any  such  special  cause.  Thia  view  cf  die  ontter*^ 
nut  have  been  aiiffitient  alone  to  justifya  rejection ofw 
nomination;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  authwize  ut  to  enw 
the  subject  with  as  perfect  fi-eedom  as  ve  could  biR 
done  if  the  nunister  had  remained  in  the  United  Suut. 
and  awaited  the  decision  of  the  Senate.  I  eooider  in- 
self,  tiierefore,  not  committed  by  tiie  separate  and 
advised  act  of  the  President  in  de^atcbing  Mr- 
Buren,  in  the  vaatioa  of  the  Senate  and  notavei]rhi| 
time  before  it  was  to  amembie. 

My  main  objection  to  tiie  confirtoatioo  of  Us  *ff^ 
ment  arises  out  of  his  instructions  to  the  late  niiuita  a» 
United  Slates  at  the  court  of  Great  Britun.  Tbe  t«» 
tion  of  the  Senate  has  been  already  called  to  puf  <■ 
those  instructionst  but  there  are  other  parts  of  tbea 
in  my  opinion,  hi^y  reprehensible.  SpeakinjT  »^ 
cc^iiial  question,  he  says:  **In  reviewuig  tbc 
wludi  have  preceded,  and  more  or  leaiccnlributtdH* 
result  so  much  to  be  re^wtted,  there  will  be  fbusd  tbft 
grounds  on  which  we  are  most  assailsble.  Pint,  nia> 
too  kHig  and  too  tenacioudy  rensting  tbe  *^ 
Britain  to  impose  protecting  dntiealn  herctdowcsi"  * 
•  "in^  thirdly,  hr<drt^'***'^ 
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the  temuofiered  by  the  aot  of  Pttrtiament  of  July,  1825, 
•fWr  the  vubject  had  been  brought  before  Con^reH,  and 
deliberately  acted  uponbyourGovernmenL"  •  •  •  • 
*•  Tou  will  therefine  tec  the  proprietor  aS  possesring  your- 
■elf  AiUy  of  all  the  explanatory  and  mitigating  circuin- 
■tancrs  connected  irith  tbem,  that  you  may  be  ennbled  to 
obrikte,  u  far  aa  practicable,  the  unfavorable  impresiion 
which  they  have  produced."  And  after  reproaching  tbe 
late  vlministratioD  with  setting  up  claims  for  tlie  first  time, 
which  tiiey  ezpliutly  abaitdutiea,  be  saya,  in  conclusion, 
<*  1  will  add  noth^  aa  to  the  impropriety  of  sufiering  any 
feelings  that  find  their  migin  in  the  put  pretensions  of 
this  Goremment  to  have  an  adverse  influence  upon  the 
present  conduct  of  Great  Britain." 

On  our  side,  according  to  Ur.  Van  Buren,  all  was 
wrong;  on  the  British  »de,  all  was  right. .  We  brought 
fijTwud  nothing  but  claims  and  pretenuonai  the  Britiah 
Oorernment  asserted,  on  the  other  hand,  a  clear  and  incon- 
testable r^ht  We  erred  in  too  tenacioualjr  ai)d.too  long 
innstingupon  our  pretenHons,  and  not  yeldinf  at  <mce  to 
the  f(>rce  of  th«r  jost  demands.  And  Mr.  HoLaae  ww 
commanded  to  araU  himself  of  all  the  circumstances  in  his 
power  to  mitigate  our  offence,  and  to  tlisBuade  the  British 
Government  Irom  allowing  tlieir  feelings  justly  incurred 
by  the  past  conduct  of  tlie  party  driven  Irom  power,  to 
have  an  adverse  influence  towanls  the  American  party 
now  ill  power.  Sir,  was  this  becoming  language  from 
one  independent  nation  to  another?  Was  it  proper  inttie 
moiith  of  an  American  minister^  Was  it  in  coufwmity 
with  the  high,  unwilliecl,  and  dignified  character  of  our 

Erevious  diplomacy?  Was  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the 
.iigtiage  of  an  humble  vassal  to  a  pjoud  and  haughty 
lord?  Was  it  not  prostrating  and  degrading  the  Ameri- 
can ea^  before  the  British  lion? 

Let  us  examine  a  little  these  pretenuons  which  the 
American  Government  ao  untostly  put  forward  and  so 
pertinadously  maintained.  The  American  Government 
contended  that  the  produce  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
be  admitted  into  tiie  British  West  Indies,  on  tlie  same 
terms  as  vmilar  produce  of  the  British  American  conti- 
nenUl  poaiewons;  that,  without  this  equality,  our  prodo<x 
could  not  maintain  in  the  British  West  litdies  a  fair  compe- 
tition witli  the  produce  of  Caiiada;  and  that  British  pre- 
ference given  to  the  Canadian  prot^ce  in  the  West  Indies 
wcnild  draw  from  the  western  put  of  Hew  York  and  the 
northern  part  of  Ohio  American  produce  into  Canada, 
agpandizing  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  giving  employ- 
ment to  Untish  shipping,  to  tlie  prejudice  uf  tbe  canals  of 
New  Tork,  the  port  of  New  York,  and  American  shipping. 

This  was  the  off  ence  of  tlie  Americaji  GoTernment;  and 
we  are  at  tliis  moment  realizing  the  eVils  which  it  tore' 
saw.  Our  produce  is  pasnng  into  Canada,  enriching  her 
capitals,  atid  mmrisliing  British  navigation.  Our  own 
wtieat  is  tranq>orted  from  the  western  part  of  New  York 
into  Canada,  there  manufi^tured,  uid  thence  transited 
in  British  ships  in  tlie  form  of  Caiwdian  flour.  We  are  thus 
deprived  of  Uie  privilege  even  of  nunaAtcturing  our  own 
f^rain.  And  when  the  produce  of  the  United  States, 
Hhipped  from  the  Atlantic  porta,  arrives  at  the  British 
West  Indies,  it  is  unable,  in  consequence  of  tlie  heavy 
duties  withwhfch  moHlof  itis  burdened,  to  sustain  a  com- 
petition with  British  or  colonal  produce,  freely  admitted. 

The  genenl  role  may  be  edinitted  that  every  nMitm 
has  a  n{^t  to  fiivor  its  own  productions,  by  protecting 
duties  or  other  regulations;  but,  like  all  general  rules,  it 
must  have  its  exceptions.  And  the  relation  in  which 
Great  Britain  stands  to  her  ccmtinental  and  West  India 
colonies,  from  which  she  is  separated  by  a  vast  sea,  and 
the  relations  in  which  the  United  States  stands  to  those 
colonies,  some  of  which  are  in  juxtaposition  with  them,  ccm- 
stitute  a  fit  case  for  such  an  exception. 

It  is  true  HaaX.  the  late  administration  did  authorise 


tjie  rule  which  has  been  slated,  but  it  was  with  tlie  ex- 
press understanding  that  some  competent  provision  sliooU 
be  made  in  the  treaty  to  guant  against  the  BritiiA  mono* 
poly  of  the  tran^KUlation  of  our  own  produce  pasriny 
through  Canada.  Mr.  Gallatin  was  informed  **  that  the 
United  States  consent  to  waive  *  the  demand  which  they 
have  heretofore  made  of  the  admisuon  of  their  produc- 
tions into  Briti^  colonies  at  the  same  and  no  Iri^er  rate 
of  duty  as  similar  productions  are  chargeable  with  when 
imported  from  one  into  wiother  British  colony,  with  the 
exception  of  our  produce  descending  the  St  Lawrenee 
and  the  Sorrel.'" 

There  waa  noabuidonmentof  mir  right,  no  condemna- 
tion of  the  previous  conduct  of  chir  Government,  no 
humiliating  admission  that  we  had  put  forth,  and  too  tena- 
ciously clung  to,  unsustainable  pretensions,  and  that  Great 
Britain  had  all  along  been  in  the  right.  We  only  fore- 
bore,  for  the  present,  to  assert  a  right,  leaving  our- 
selves at  liberty,  subsequently,  to  resume  it.  What  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  authorised  to  do,  was  to  nuke  a  temporary 
concession,  and  it  was  proposed  with  this  preliminary 
annunciation:  *'  But,  notwithatanding,  on  a  full  con»dera- 
tion  ctfthe  whole  subject,  the  PreMoent,  anxious  to  pve  a 
strong  proof  to  Great  Britain  ^f  the  desire  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  arrange  this  long  con- 
tested matter  of  the  colonial  intercourse,  in  a  manner 
mutually  satisfactory,  authorizes  yon,"  &c.  And  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  required  "to  endeaVor  to  make  a  lively  im> 
presnon  on  Oie  British  Government  of  Uie  conciliatory 
spirit  of  that  of  the  tTnited  States,  wluoh  has  dictated  the 
present  liberal  offer,  and  of  their  expectation  to  meet,  in 
the  progress  of  your  negotiations,  with  a  correapOndin|f 
fViendly  disposition." 

Now,  sir,  keeping  sight  of  the  object  which  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  had  in  view,  the  opening  of  the  trade 
with  the  British  colonies,  which  was  the  best  mode  to  ac- 
compli^ it?  To  send  our  minister,  to  prostrate  himself  asa 
supplicant  befiire  the  British  throne,  and  to  say  to  the  Bri- 
tish Kmg,  we  have  offended  your  Majesfyt  the  late  Ameri- 
can administration  brought  forwaM  pretensions  which  we 
cannot  sustain,  and  they  too  long  and  too  tenacioudy 
adhered  to  them.  Your  Majesty  was  always  in  the  riglit. 
But  we  hope  that  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  Recollect  that  it  was  not  we,  who  arc  now  in  possession 
of  the  American  power,  but  those  who  have  been  ex- 
pelled from  \%  that  wronged  your  Majestyi  and  that  we, 
when  out  of  power,  were  on  the  side  of  yo«r  tb^esty. 
And  we  do  fnimbly  pray  that  your  Majesty,  taking  all 
mitigating  circumstances  into  consideration,  will  gracioua* 
ly  condescend  to  extend  to  us  the  privileges  of  the  Briti^ 
act  of  Parliameirt  of  1825,  and  to  grant  us  the  boon  of  a 
trade  with  your  Majesty's  West  India  colonies?  Or,  to 
have  presented  himself  before  the  British  monarch  in  the 
manly  snd  dignified  attitude  of  aminister  of  this  republici 
and,  abstuning  from  all  condemnation  or  atumadversion 
upon  the  past  conduct  of  his  own  Government,  to  have 
placed  tlie  withdrawal  of  our  former  demand  upon  the 
ground  of  concession,  in  a  spirit  of  amity  and  compromise? 

But  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  the  appointed  organ  of 
(he  American  people  to  vindicate  their  rights  with  all 
foreign  Powers,  and  to  expose  the  injustice  of  any  un- 
founded demands  which  the^  might  assert,  was  not  con- 
tent with  exerting  hia  ingenuity  to  put  his  own  country  in 
the  wrong,  and  tlie  British  Government  in  the  right  He 
endeavored  to  attach  to  the  late  administration  the  dis- 
credit of  bringing  forward  unfounded  pretensions,  and, 
by  disclaiming  them,  to  propitiate  the  favor  of  the  British 
King.  He  says  that  the  views  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, upon  the  subject  of  the  colonial  trade,  "  have  been 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stateai  and  the 
counsels  by  which  your  conduct  is  now  directed,  are  the 
result  of  the  judgnnent  expressed  by  the  only  earthly 


Mr.  OsUatin  to  trcst  with  Orent  Britiln  upon  tiie  bssis  of  |  tribunal  to  which  Uieltie  tdniisitrstioiira 
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iu  Rott.  It  should  be  suffioent  that  the  cbumt  set  up  by 
them,  add  that  caused  the  interruption  of  the  trade  in 

nition,  have  been  explicitly  abandoned  by  those  who 
asserted  them,  luid  are  not  revived  by  their  succes- 
sors."  The  late  Secretary  of  State,  the  ^ntlcman  under 
connderation,  here  makes  the  statement  that  the  late  ad- 
ministration were  the  first  to  set  up  the  claims  to  which  he 
refers.  Now,  under  «U  the  h^  rewonubility  wbieh  be- 
longs to  the  teat  which  I  occupy,  1  deiibentely  pronounce 
that  this  statement  is  untrue*  and  that  the  late  Secretary 
either  must  have  known  tt  to  be  untruCt  or  he  was  culpa- 
bly negligent  of  his  duty  in  not  aacertuning  what  had 
been  done  under  prior  administrations.  1  repeat  the 
charge,  the  statement  must  have  been  known  to  be  un- 
true, or  there  was  culpable  negligence.  If  itwerejna- 
terial,  I  believe  itcouldbe  shown  that  the  claim  in  question 
— the  ti^t  to  the  admission  into  the  British  West  Indies 
of  the  produce  of  the  United  States  up«i  aa  equal  foot- 
ing witi)  similar  produce  of  the  BrHiA  ctmtinentBl  colo- 
nies, is  coeval  witii  the  existence  of  our  present  constitu- 
tion; and  that,  whenever  the  occasion  arose  Sm  asserting 
the  claimj  it  was  asserted.  But  I  shall  go  no  further  back 
than  to  Mr.  Madison's  administration.  Mr.  Monroe,  the 
then  Secretary  of  State,  instructed  our  then  minister  at 
London,  upon  thia  subject;  he  negxitiated  withl^ord  Castle- 
reagh  in  respect  to  it,  and  this  very  claim  prevented  an 
adjustment  at  ttiat  time  of  the  colonial  question.  It  was 
again  broi^t  forward  under  Mr.  Monroe's  sdmintstra- 
tiun,  when  Mr.  Rush  was  our  minister  at  London.  He 
opened  a  long  and  protracted  negotiation  upon  this  and 
other  topics,  which  was  suspended  in  the  summer  of  1834, 
principally  because  the  parties  could  not  a^e  on  any 
satisftctory  arrangement  of  thia  very  colonial  question. 

Thus,  at  least,  two  administrations,  prior  to  that  of  Mr. 
Adams,  bad  brought  forward  this  identical  claim  or  pre- 
tennon  which  his  was  the  first  to  assert,  according  to  the 
late  Secretary  of  State. 

T^e  next  charge,  whicli  the  late  Secretary  of  SUte,  the 
official  defender  of  the  rights  of  the  American  people, 
preferred  against  his  own  Government,  was  that  or  **  omit- 
ting to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  Parliament 
of  July,  after  the  subject  bad  been  brought  before 
Congress,  fjid  delibeimtely  acted  upon  by  our  Gorern- 
ment"  Never  was  there  a  more  unfounded  cbal^ 
brought  forward  by  any  native  agunst  his  own  Govern- 
ment; and  never  waa  there  a  more  unwarranted  apol<^ 
set  up  for  a  foreign  Gorernmentt  and  a  plain  liistwi^ 
narrative  will  demonstrate  the  truth  of  both  these  pro- 
poutions. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  ne^tiation  of  Mr. 
Bush,  embracing  the  precise  colonial  chum  under  consi- 
deration, was  suspended  in  1824|  with  an  understanding 
between  the  two  Governments  that  it  waa  to  be  resumed 
on  all  points  at  some  future  convenient  period.  Early  in 
July,  1835,  neither  Government  having  then  proposed  a 
resumption  of  the  negotiation,  the  British  Parliament 
passed  an  act  to  regulate  the  colonial  trade  with  foreign 
Powers.  This  act  was  never,  during  the  late  administra- 
tion, either  at  London  or  Washington,  offiaally  communi- 
cated by  the  British  to  the  American  Government;  and  we 
only  obtained  it  through  other  channets.  Now,  if  it  bad 
been  the  purpose  of  the  British  Government,  by  tiie  pas- 
sage of  that  act,  to  withdraw  the  colonial  question  from 
the  negotiation,  it  ought  to  have  communicated  tliat  put^ 
pose  to  this  Government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  act 
of  Parliament,  as  supplanting  and  substituting  the  negotia- 
tion. But  it  never  did  communicate  such  purpose.  The 
act  itself  did  not  specifically  cmbnuie  the  United  States, 
and  offered  terms  which,  upon  the  face  of  the  act,  it  waa 
impossible  for  the  United  States  to  accede  to.  It  requii^ 
ed,  for  eziimple,  tliat,  to  entitle  Powers,  not  possessing 
colonies^  to  the  bentiit  of  the  act,  they  must  place  the 
navigation  and  otHmiMrce  of  Great  Biitun  upon  the  foot- 


ing of  tlie  nuMt  &Tored  nation.  To  have  done  this,  wndd 
have  admitted  British  ahtpplng  to  import  into  the  United 
States,  on  the  same  eoBoitions  with  nstive  shipping,  die 
productions  of  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  without  a  red- 
proeal  liber^  on  the  part  of  the  shipping  of  the  United 
States  in  British  ports.  The  act  itaelf  was  difiercntlr 
construed  in  difi*erent  colonial  ports  of  Great  Britain;  ud 
an  order  of  the  local  Government  of  Bali&z,  clovng  thkl 
port  against  our  vessels  flrom  the  5th  of  January,  was  snV 
sequently  revoked,  thereby  confirming  the  imnreasiu 
that  the  act  of  Parliament  was  not  intended  to  dispense 
witii  the  previous  negotiation.  And,  to  conclude  thispsrt 
of  the  narmtive,  as  late  as  tiie  20th  October,  1826,  Hr. 
Vaughan,  the  British  minister,  upon  bein^  interrogated 
by  the  then  SecreUry  of  State,  was  totally  luunstncted 
to  afford  any  information  as  to  the  meaning  or  intent  ef 
the  act  of  July.  1825. 

Meuitime.  tn  Mwdi.  183^  mm  than  nx  moirtfas  after 
the  pasasage  of  the  act  of  ParUtment,  Hr.  Vadghan  no- 
tified the  Department  of  State  that  he  had  **  received  in- 
BtruetioDS  fran  his  Majesty's  Government  to  account  von 
that  it  is  preparing  to  proceed  to  the  important  n^iotia- 
tiona  between  that  country  and  the  United  States,  no* 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  American  minister  in  London." 
*  *  *  •  "The  negotiatKm  will,  ttierelhre, 
be  forthwith  resumed."  *  *  'Hera  the  negotisp 
tions  were  spoken  of,  without  exception  of  tiie  coiaMsl 
question,  the  most  important  (rf  them.  If  it  bad  been  at- 
tended to  withdraw  uiat,  no  time  could  have  been  more 
suitable  to  announce  that  intention;  but  no  such  annoa- 
ciation  was  made.  Mr.  Vaughan  was  informed  that  we  abo 
would  prepare  for  the  negotiatim,  (including,  of  coonc, 
the  colonial  qaestioo.)  and  Mr.  Gidlatin  was  aceordingly 
shortly  after  sent  out^  with  fuli  powers  and  inatnicticMM 
amicably  to  settle  that  question.  On  hia  Bniral  in  Eng- 
land, in  the  summer  of^  1836,  he  was  told  by  the  Britdi 
Government  that  they  would  not  negotiate  on  the  coknuil 
question;  that  they  had  made  up  their  mind  front  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  July,  1825,  not  to  negotiate  about  it; 
and  he  waa  informed  by  die  sarcastic  Ur.  Caniung^  tltat,as 
we  had  fiuled  to  accept  the  boon  wltich  the  Britidi  Go> 
vernment  had  then  offered,  we  -mat  tlien  too  late! 

Such  is  the  state  of  the  case  on  which  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  State  so  authoritatively  pronounces  judgment 
against  lus  own  Government  for  "omittine  to  accept  the 
terms  offered  by  the  act  of  Parliament  or  July,  1825!" 
He  adds,  indeed,  "  after  tiie  subject  had  been  broogtrt 
before  Congress,  and  deliberately  acted  upon  by  our  owa 
Government."  It  waa  brought  before  Congress  in  the 
sesaion  of  1835-6,  not  at  the  instance  of  the  Americui 
Executive,  but  upon  the  spontaneous  and  tU-judgvd  no- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Svm,]  aad 
Mr.  Gallatin  was  infimned  ^t  if  the  bill  proposed  bj 
that  gentieman  had  been  passed,  it  would  have  been  ue- 
satis&ctory  to  tiie  British  Government. 

I  have  another  objection  to  this  nomination.  I  bdicTr, 
upon  circumstances  which  satisfy  my  mind,  that  to  tins 
gentleman  is  prinupally  to  be  ascnbed  the  untroductjonaf 
uie  odious  vystem  of  proscription  for  the  ezeTctoe  <oS  &e 
elective  franchise  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  I  understand  that  it  ia  the  system  on  vhidi  the 
party  in  his  own  State,  of  which  he  w  the  reputed  head, 
constantly  acts.  He  was  among  the  first  of  the  Secre- 
taries to  a])ply  that  system  to  the  diamisntm  of  clerks  ia 
his  department,  known  to  me  to  be  highly  meritorious, 
and  among  them  one  who  is  now  a. Representative  in  the 
other  House.  It  is  a  detestable  system,  drawn  ftaa  the 
worst  periods  of  the  Roman  republic:  and  if  it  vere  to 
be  perpetuated;  if  the  offices,  honwv.  and  digiuties  of 
the  people  were  to  be  put  up  to  a  scramble,  to  be  decided 
by  the  rcsultof  every  Preadential  election,  our  Govemmesi 
and  institutions,  beoooung  intolendile,  voold  finoUy  end  m 
a  despotins  Minexord»lc  MthttstComtaDtinople. 
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Sir,  the  necessihr  under  whieh  we  ue  placed  is  painful. 
But  it  IB  no  &utt  of  the  Seiwt^  whow  eoiuent  ami  advice 
are  required  hy  the  eonstitution  to  conauimnate  this  ap- 
pmntment,  that  ^e  minister  has  been  sent  out  of  the 
United  States  without  their  concurrence.  I  hope  that  the 
public  win  not  be  prejudiced  by  his  rejection,  if  he  should 
be  rejected.  And  I  feel  perfectly  assured  that,  if  the 
Government  to  which  he  has  been  deputed  shall  learn 
that  he  has  been  rejected  because  he  has  there,  by  bis  in- 
structions to  Mr.  HcLane,  staiaed  the  character  of  our 
country,  the  tnoral  effeet  our  dednon  will  gpreatly  out- 
weigh any  advantages  to  be  deiiTcd  from  his  negotiations, 
whatever  they  may  have  been  intended  to  be. 

Hr.  MARCT  said  that  be  had  intimated  heretofore, 
more  than  once,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oflTer  to  the 
Senate  any  observations  upon  the  mun  question  now  be- 
fore  them.  What  regarded  the  conduct  of  the  present 
minister  to  London,  -wMb  better  understood  by  other  mem- 
bers; and  what  was  to  be  said  in  explanation  or  vindication 
of  it,  would  be  better  said  and  better  rccdred  firom  most 
of  them,  by  reaMm  of  their  great  experience  in  public 
affiiira,  and  their  particular  knowled^  of  the  trunsactions 
which  have  been  brought  under  review  in  this  discussion. 
He  had  determined  that  it  would  be  his  duty  to  trouble  the 
Senate  with  remarks,  only,  in  case  topics  should  be  intro- 
duced into  the  debate,  widi  which  he  might  well  be  suppos- 
ed, from  his  local  situation,  to  be  particiiIaHy  acquainted. 

The  occasion  which  rendered  it  proper  that  be  should 
say  somctUng,  had  arisen  in  consequence  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Hr. 
Clit.]  His  attack  was  not  confined  to  the  nominee;  it 
reached  the  State  which  he  [Mr.  M.]  represented  io  this 
body.  One  of  Oie  grounds  of  opposition  to  the  minister 
to  London,  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  the 
pernicioiH  system  of  party  politics  adopted  by  the  present 
administration,  by  wmch  the  honors  and  offices  «-ete  put 
up  to  be  scrambled  for  hy  partisans,  fcc— a  system, 
which  the  minister  to  London,  as  the  Senator  fron  Ken- 
tucky alleged,>had  brouglit  here  from  the  State  in  whidi 
lie  rDnner5'  lived,  and  had  for  so  long  a  time  acted  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  its  political  transactions.  1  know,  sir, 
•aid  Hr.  H.,  that  it  is  the  habit  of  some  gentlemen  to 
■peak  with  censure  or  reproach  of  the  politics  of  New 
York.  Like  cHhet  States,  we  have  contests,  and,  as  a  ne- 
cessaty  consequence,  triumphs  and  defeats.  The  State 
is  large,  with  great  and  diversified  interests!  in  some  parU 
of  it,  commerce  is  the  object  of  general  pursuit;  in  others, 
mannfiKtures  and  agriculture  are  the  chief  concerns  of  its 
citizens.  We  have  men  of  enterprise  and  talents,  who 
•spire  to  public  distinction.  It  is  natural  to  expect  from 
these  circumstances,  and  others  that  might  be  alluded  to, 
that  her  politics  should  excite  more  intCTcst  mt  home,  and 
atttract  more  attention  abroad,  than  those  of  many  other 
States  in  the  confederacy. 

It  may  be,  sir,  that  the  pcditicianB  of  the  United  States 
are  not  so  ftstidioiis  as  some  gentlemen  are,  as  to  disclos- 
ing  the  principles  on  which  they  act.  They  boldly  preach 
what  they  practise.  When  they  are  conten^ng  for  victory, 
they  avow  tiieir  intention  of  ei\joying  tke  fruits  of  it.  If 
they  «M  defeated,  they  expect  to  retire  from  office.  If 
they  are  mceessfiil,  tti^  clainit  as  a  matter  of  right,  the 
advantages  of  suceess.  They  see  nothing  wrong  in  the 
rule,  that  to  the  victor  belong  the  spnls  of  the  enemy. 

But  if  there  be  any  thing  wrong  in  the  pdicy  which 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  so  strongly  reproliated,  he 
should  know  that  this  policy  was  not  confined  to  the  minister 
to  London  and  lus  ftiends  in  New  York,  but  is  practised  by 
his  [Mr.  Cut's]  own  political  friendaio  that  Statet  he  should 
know  tliat  if  to  one  man,  mnf  more  than  any  other  now 
living-,  the  existence  of  tlMt  policy  is  to  be  ascribed,  it  is 
to  one  of  the  Senator's  own  political  friends.  The  prac- 
tice of  making  cxteniive  cbai^^  in  the  offices,  on  the 
chan^  of  parties  in  that  State,  waa  begnn,  I  beGcve,  be- 


fore ^e  nom'mee  was  upon  the  p<ditical  stage;  certainly 
while  he  waa  quite  a  youi^  man,  and  befbre  he  bad  ae* 
quired  great  oonnderation  in  political  afTun.  I  nuist  be 
permitted,  sir,  to  aay  that,  of  all  the  party  men  with 
whom  I  have  acted,  or  been  particularly  acquainted,  (and 
the  number  of  such  is  not  small,)  I  know  of  no  one  who 
has  acted  with,*  or  advised  to,  more  moderation  than  the 
person  whose  nomination  we  are  now  coiwdering. 

When  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  condemns  the  pre- 
sent administration  for  making  removals  from  office  and 
then  aseribea  the  act  to  the  penuooua  aystem  of  politics 
imported  from  New  York,  !  tear  he  does  not  suffidently 
consider  the  peculiar  dreomstances  under  which  the  pre- 
sent administration  came  into  power.  General  Jackson 
did  not  come  in  under  the  same  drcumstances  that  Hr. 
Adams  did,  or  Mr.  Honroe,  or  Hr.  Hadison.  His  acces- 
sion was  like  that  of  Hr.  Jefferson.  He  came  in,  sir, 
upon  a  political  revolution.  The  contest  vias  without  a 
parallel.  Much  political  bitterness  was  engendered. 
Criminations  and  rectiminationa  were  made.  Snmlers  of 
amostextraordinarjr  character  flooded  the  land.  When  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  took  upon  himself  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  he  found  almost  all  the  offioe% 
from  the  hi^est  to  the  lowest,  filled  by  political  enemies. 
That  his  cabinet  waa  composed  of  hia  friends,  no  one  will 
complain.  The  reasons  for  thus  compo«ng  it  will  apply 
with  considetable  force  to  many  of  the  officers  under  the 
hes|ds  of  the  several  deparUnenta. 

If  some  (Usmissala  of  the  sulKVdinate  officers  in  these 
departments  were  made,  it  will  not  be  asserted  that  all 
opposed  to  the  administration  were  disctiarged.  1  have 
heardil  confidently  asserted,  by  those  wbol  supposed  spoke 
witii  knowledge  on  the  subject,  that  many,  perhaps  a  ma- 
jority of  those  retained — and  almost  all  were  retained — 
belong  now  to  the  opposition;  they  are  the  political  sup- 
porters of  the  honor^le  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

I  have  good  reasons,  very  good  reasons,  for  befieving 
that  it  is  the  gentleman's  rule  of  conduct  to  take  cut  <u 
bis  friends  when  he  is  in  power.  It  requires  not  the  tort- 
sight  of  a  prophet  to  predict  that,  if  he  shall  come  into 
power,  he  will  take  care  of  his  friends,  and,  if  be  does,  I 
can  assure  him  I  shall  not  complain)  nor  sliaU  I  be  in  the 
least  surprised  if  he  imitatea  the  example  which  he  now 
so  emphatically  denounces. 

Now  I  am  up,  I  will  ofler  a  few  words  relative  to  thp 
much  censured  instructions  to  our  former  minister  to  £n^ 
land.  1  must  say  I  have  discovered  in  them  nothing  to 
merit  or  provoke  the  har^  strictures  bestowed  on  tliem. 
They  do  not,  in  my  opiiuon,  furnish  a  fit  occasion  for  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky*  to  impute  to  Hr.  Van  Buren,  as 
he  has  done,  with  pasnonate  emphasis  and  frequent  reite- 
ration, a  charge  of  fiilsehood  or  eulpaUe  ignorance.  The 
language,  which  he  denred  might  be  taken  down,  is 
"  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  what  was  fUse,  or  he  was  cul- 
pably ignorant  for  not  knowing  that  it  was  &lse."  The 
instructions  allege  that  Uiose  who  first  asserted  certain 
claims  to  interfere  with  the  regulations  of  Great  Britain, 
as  to  the  colonwl  trade,  abandon  them,  &C-  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  chooses  to  consider  this  a  decUration  that 
the  late  administration  first  asserted  the  chums,  and  then 
ahaodoned  them.  If  we  admit  this  construction  to  be  the 
true  one,  to  what  does  it  amount?  He  does  not  den^— 
indeed,  it  is  expressly  admitted,  that  the  late  administratioD 
asserted  the  claims,  and  then  waived  them. 

What  is  then  the  mighty  difference  between  the  asser- 
tion in  the  instructions,  and  the  fact  as  admitted  here^ 
We  are  told  that  the  late  administi-ation  were  not  the  first 
to  amert  tbem — that  they  were  set  up  under  tiw  admiiu^ 
tration  of  BIr.  Monroe.  If  tliis  pretended  falsehood  is  at 
such  a  Bagttious  eharacter  as  has  been  given  to  it,  it  is  na- 
tural to  expect  that  it  would  change  very  essentially  the 
meaiuog  at  the  sentence.  If  there  be  the  least  error  in 
the  instructiona,  it  b  in  the  use  of  the  wonl  first;  itrtke 
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out  Hmx  word,  and-let  ui  tee  whether  the  meaning  of  the 
aentence  is  matniftll^  dunged.  Whether  the  nte  ad- 
rniiuatntion  were  the  lint  to  assert  the  claims,  and  then 
gave  them  up,  or  asserted  them  nf^er  they  had  been  pre- 
viously asserted  by  Hr.  Monroe's  adminbtratioa,  and  then 
gave  them  up,  is  very  nearly  the  same  thin^.  If  there 
was  any  tlung*  wrong  or  reprehensible  in  assertjiig  claims 
or  pretensions,  and  then  giving  them  up,  the  censure  in- 
curred J>v  the  late  administration  for  so  doSnff  is  not  much 
mitigated  by  the  circumstance  that  a  preceding  adminis- 
tration had  asserted  rimiUr  claims  or  pretensions.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  tiuit  if  a  cause  of  censure  had  not  been  very 
much  wanted,  such  a  one  as  this  would  not  bare  been 
bunted  up  and  put  f<srth  so  prominently. 

The  manner  m  which  our  late  minister  to  I^ndon  was 
instructed  to  conduct  the  negotiation,  may,  for  aught  1 
know,  be  unusual;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  cen- 
surable. The  whole  affair  presents  itself  to  me  as  a  very 
plain  matter.  The  British  Government,  by  their- act  of 
Varliament  of  1835,  offer  to  the  United  States  a  partici- 
patimi  in  the  trade  with  her  Ameriean  cokmies,  on  certain 
conditions,  the  particulars  of  which  it  is  not  at  all  neces- 
sary now  to  consider. 

The  administration,  for  some  reason  or  otfier — probably 
in  the  hope  of  getting  better — refused  the  terms  offered, 
am)  claimed  more  advantageous  ones  as  a  matter  of  right: 
but  afterwards,  finding,  I  presume,  lAat  betterterros  could 
not  be  obtained,  and  their  claim  <^  right  could  not  be  sus- 
tained, concluded  to  take  those  that  were  first  offered^ 
and  had  been  refused.  When  they  proposed  to  take  tliese 
terms,  tbe  British  Government  told  them  they  were  too 
late,  and  pbsitively  refused  to  grant  what  it  had  before 
offered.  The  colonial  trade  was  lost  to  the  country.  The 
late  administration  attempted  to  recover  it — they  made 
more  than  one  attempt  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the 
British  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  obuining  that 
trade  m  the  very  terms  on  which  it  had  been  offered  to, 
and  refused  by  them.  This  was  the  situation  of  affWim 
when  that  admmistration  went  out  of  power.  The  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country  required  that  their  suc- 
cessors, who  thought  the  terms  offered  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment ^ould  have  been  accepted,  should  make  an 
effort  to  regain  that  important  trade.  Ai  negotialiorrhad 
been  repeatedlj^  ami  peremptorily  refused  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  it  was  necessary  to  offer  ai^e 
excuse  for  attempting  it  again.  That  excuse  was  formed 
in  the  public  and  notorious  fact  that  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  tlie  United  Stales  had  passed  from  the  hands 
of  those  who  refused  the  nftered  terms,  into  the  haitda  of 
those  who  thought  the  offered  terms  oii^ht  to  have  been 
accepted,  and  wiio  censured  their  predecessors  for  not 
accepting  them.  Mr.  McLane  was  instnicted  to  use  this 
fact  to  remove  any  obstacle  to  opening  tlie  negotiation  for 
the  recovery  of  the  lost  Went  India  trade,  in  case  any  ob- 
stacle should  be  interposed  on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  late  administration  had  managed  this  affair.  I 
confess  that  f  cunnot  see  any  thing  wrong  in  these  much 
censured  instructions.-  I  see  no  invoking  of  favors  on 
party  cnnsidemions — no  abandonment  of  honor  or  digni- 
ty. Gentlemen  may  call  it  novel  diplmnaey;  but  I  call  it 
plain  dealing,  and  the  rf  suit  has  shown  it  waa  a  aueceisful 
nerotiation, 

Mr.  FOOT  said,  since  the  yeas  and  nays  are  ordered, 
and  our  votes  are  to  be  recorded  on  this  question,  and  es- 
pecially after  the  friends  of  the  nominee  have  opposed  a 
resoltition  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  disehai^  of  his  officral  duties,  and 
have  desired  the  mentbers  to  examine  for  themselves,  1 1 
tec\  it  a  du^,  and  esteem  it  a  privilege,  that  I  may  state  in 
ft  fnv  words,  and  in  plain  temm,  the  grounds  on  which  my  | 
TOte  will  be  ^ven  agiunst  this  nomioatifm. 

Sir,  tiie  evidence  of  my  own  senses,  of  sight  and  hear- 
ing, since  the  commencement  of  this  administratiaot  bare , 


produced  a  thorough  conviction  in  my  mind,  that,  upc» 
the  true  Jefiersoman  principlf^  vis. — "bhe  honcit?  is 
he  c^blef  is  he  fiuthfiil  to  tiie  oonstitutMmf"— «n  inqw- 
nous  sense  of  dut\'  on  the  question  which  will  be  pnqws' 
ed,  viz.  ."  Will  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the 
nomination  V  will  compel  me  to  answer  in  the  negative. 

A  resolution  has  been  offered,  to  instruct  a  standing 
committee  of  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
nominee  in  relation  to  certain  very  Mitgular  and  extran- 
dinary  occurrences.  This  has  been  opposed  by  tusfrieDib. 
It  has  been  stated  on  this  floor  that  there  are  papcnii 
poflseanon  of  Senattn*,  "mu^S  to  be  presented  to  Oe 
Senate,  or  to  a  committee,  sufficient  to  convince  any  coot- 
n^ttee,  or  any  member  of  the  Senate,  that  the  noRiMt 
has  stated  to  some  of  his  friends  and  partisans  certun  bdi 
in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  explosion  of  the  late  csbi- 
net,  which,  if  proved,  it  is  admitted,  ought  to  preveatthe 
coiiArmation  of  this  nomination. 

1'be  S«nator  from  New  York  [Hr.  Muicx]  stales  that 
"  he  does  talt  believe  these  statements  entitled  to  creAi-, 
he  does  not  believe  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  ever  Dsde 
such  remarks  or  admlaaionsto  any  person-"  The  Sena- 
tor from  D^ware  [Mr.  Curroa]  proposes  to  introdan 
the  witness  on  ttus  boot,  if  desired.  I  shall  not  look  fbr 
any  admissions  or  confessions  of  this  n(»ninee,  to  bit 
friends  or  elsewhere,  which  would  criminate  himseK. 
Since  aH  thes^  offers  have  been  rejected,  I  ask  no  fiirtbci 
evidence.  In  ttzX,  toe  nqrsrlf,  no  evidemse  oT  what  mj 
duty  would  require  an  an  eceanon  like  the  prcsnit,  \m 
been  wanting  since  the  letters  of  instruction  to  our  auw- 
ler  to  England  were  raul  in  this  body  nearly  two  ycsn 
^nce,  ana  wbidl  I  then  pranoiweed  diagiaoelnl  to  ibe 
country. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smith]  has  sud  •*  that, 
for  the  instructions  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  a 
fore^fn  nunister,  the  Secretary  is  not  to  be  held  lerpmm 
ble(  the  Preadent  akm^is  resptmnble."  Sir,  whatever 
may  be  the  views  of  that  Senator,  it  is  no  rule  for  me.  I 
hold  a  very  different  doctrine.  In  my  oplnicm,  there  ii 
not  a  Senator  on  this  floor,  or  any  other  carefiil  observer, 
who  has  noticed  the  proceetlings  of  this  administrattoa 
from  its  eommentoment,  wlio  is  not  fully  convinced  tbat 
there  had  been  behind  the  throne  a  power  greater  ibaa 
the  throne  itself,"  which  has  directed  most  of  its  move- 
ments. I  will  not  »ay  there  is  legal  evidence  saficseat  te 
convict  a  myi  before  ft  court  of  justicet  but  iberr  is 
enough  to  produce  conviction  in  my  mind,  and  I  lancere- 
iy  bel  lieve  titat  General  Jackson  came  to  thu  place  fully 
determined  to  remove  no  man  from  office,  but  for  good 
cause  of  removal.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  wbok 
"  system  of  proscription"  owes  its  existence  to  Martia 
Van  Buren!  That  tl^e  dissolution  of  the  cabinet  wa&ct 
fected  by  his  management,  and  for  bis  benefit!  and  that 
the  hand  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State  may  be  traced^ 
tinctly  Ht  another  affair,  which  has  produced  an  ftlienauoft 
between  the  first  and  second  officers  of  the  Govemmesi; 
and  also  in  relation  to  the  present  "  improved  coochtion  of 
the  public  press,"  and  for  the  great  abuse  of  the  patrvn- 
age  of  the  Gov^nment!  And,  sir,  I  hold  biro  respons- 
bic  for  many  acta  which  I  can  never  ap|urove.  But,  air, 
this  is  not  die  first  time  that  I  have  pronounced  the  in- 
structions pven  b^  the  late  Secretary  of  State  to  lb. 
McLane,  then  minister  to  London,  and  the  n^ptiatioa 
with  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  the  cth 
lonial  trade,  to  be  degrading  and  disgraceful  to  tbe  nadoe- 
Str,  it  has  ever  been  our  pnde  and  otu*  glory,  that,  iu  sE 
our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  foreign  nattohs,  we  have 
never  admitted  our  country  to  be  in  the  wroo^!  norfaasib 
ever  been  proved  to  be  in  the  wrong,  befwe  tbe  late  bo- 
mitiating  and  diwmeeftil  eorr«q>ondence  with  the  Britiih 
Goremment.  This  Is  the  first  time  in  her  whole  hbtmy, 
in  wlueh  abehu.everbeggedfimiraof  roydbonsty.  And 
btdding,  as  I  dflk  the  author  of  those  hiiinictiQiis  i  ' 
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ble  for  tUia  (lisgraee,  I  can  never  advise  the  PrendenL  to 
lend  the  author  of  such  inntnictiona  as  a  minister  to  repre- 
sent tbe  interests  of  this  nation  at  the  same  court  where 
she  has  been  so  disgraced — and  I  must  record  my  vote 
against  the  nomination. 

Ur.  WRBSTER  said,  as  it  is  faif[hly  probable  that  our 
proceedings  on  this  nomination  will  be  published,  I  deem 
it  proper  to  state  shortly  the  considerations  whtoh  influ- 
enced my  opinion,  and  will  decide  my  vote. 

I  reg-anl  this  as  a  very  important  and  delicate  question. 
It  is  Tull  of  responsibility;  and  I  feel  the  whole  force  of 
all  that  responsibili^.  While  1  have/been  in  the  Senate, 
I  liave  opposed  no  nomination  of  the  President*  except  for 
cause;  and  I  hare  at  all  times  thouf^ht  that  such  cause 
should  be  plain,  and  sufBcient^  that  it  should  be  real  and 
substantial,  not  unfuundedor  fanciful. 

1  have  never  desired,  and  do  not  now  desire,  to  en- 
croach, in  the  slightest  degree,  on  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.  I  have  heretofore 
^one  far,  very  far,  in  assenting  to  nominations  which  have 
been  submitted  to  ua.  1  voted  for  the  appinnlment  of  all 
the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  fint  oibuieti  I  have  op> 
posed  no  nomination  of  a  foreign  minister;  and  I  have  not 
opposed  the  nominations  recently  before  us,  for  the  re- 
organization  of  the  administration.  I  have  always  been 
especially  anxious  that,  in  all  matters  relating  to  our  inter- 
course with  other  nations,  the  utmost  harmony,  the  ^^reat- 
est  unity  of  purpose,  should  exist  between  the  President 
and  the  Senate.  1  know  how  much  of  usefulness  such 
liarmony  and  union  are  calculated  to  produce. 

J  am  now  fuBy  aware,  sirf  that  it  is  a  serious^  a  very  se- 
rious matter  to  vote  agiunst  the  confirmation  of  a  minister 
to  a  foreign  court,  who  has  already  gone  abroad*  and  has 
been  received,  and  accredited,  by  the  Government  to 
which  he  is  sent.    I  am  aware  that  tlie  rejection  of  this 
nomination,  and  the  necessary  recall  of  the  minister,  will 
be  regarded  by  foreign  States,  at  the  first  blush,  as  not  in 
the  highest  dcvree  favorable  to  the  character  of  our  Go- 
vernment.   I  know,  moreover,  to  what  injurious  reflec' 
tions  one  may  subject  himself;  eq>ewally  in  times  of  party 
excitement,  by  giving  a  negative  vote  on  such  a  nomina- 
tion. But,  after  all,  I  am  placed  here  to  discharge  a  du^. 
I  am  not  to  go  through  a  formality — I  am  to  p<:rfonn  a 
Bubstanlial  and  responsible  duty.    I  am  to  advise  the  Pre- 
sident in  matters  of  appointment.    This  is  my  constitu- 
Lional  obligation;  and  I  shall  perform  it  conscientiously 
mt\  fearlefnl^.  I  am  bound  to  sajr,  tbel^  Mr,  that,  ftsr  one, 
'  ilo  not  advise  nor  consent  to  this  nomination.    I  ^  not 
hiiik  it  A  fit  and  proper  nomination;  and  my  reasons  are 
:)tin:l  in  the  letter  of  instructions,  written  by  Mr.  Van 
Jurcn,  on  the  20th  of  July.  1829,  to  Mr.  McLane,  then 
^ing  to  the  court  of  England  as  American  minister-  1 
hink  those  instructions  derogntory,  in  a  l)igh  degree,  to 
tie  character  and  honor  of  the  country.    I  think  they 
how  a  manifest  dispOKtion,  in  the  writer  of  them,  to  es- 
iblisli  «  distinction  between  hU  country  and  Ua  party;  to 
lace  that  part^  above  tlie  country;  to  make  interest  at  a 
ireig-n  court  for  that  party,  rather  than  for  the  countr}'; 
>  persunde  the  English  ministry  and  the  English  monarch 
tut  tliey  had  an  interest  in  miuntaining  m  the  United 
(ates  the  ascendancy  of  the  party  to  which  the  wtiter 
jlon^e<l.    Thinkiug  thus  of  the  purpose  and  object  of 
icse  instructions,  I  cannot  be  of  opinion  that  their  author 
a  proper  representative  of  the  United  States  at  that 
lurt.     Therefore  it  is  tiwt  I  propose  to  vfite  against  his 
imination.    It  is  the  first  thne,  1  believe,  in  modem  di- 
omacy*  it  is  certainly  the  first  time  in  our  history,  in 
'licli  a  minister  to  a  foreign  cotirt  has  sought  to  make 
.-nr  for  one  party  at  home  agunst  another;  or  has  stoop- 
from  being  the  representative  of  the  whole  country, 
be  the  representative  of  a  parly.    And  as  this  is  the 
)t  in9tiin(»  in  our  history  of  any  such  transaction,  so  1 


I  set  my  mark  of  disapprt^tton  upon  it;  I  contribute  my 
voice  and  my  vote  to  make  it  a  negative  example,  to  be 
shunned  and  avoided  by  all  future  ministers  of  the  United 
States.  If,  in  a  deliberate  and  formal  letter  of  loatiuc- 
tions,  admonitions  and  directions  are  given  to  a  minister, 
and  repeated*  once '  ajid  a^n,  to  urge  these  mere  ptrtjr 
considerations  on  the  foreifpi  Oovemraent,  to  what  extent 
is  it  probable  the  writer  himself  will  be  disposed  to  unre 
them,  in  his  one  thousand  opportuiuties  of  informal  intCT- 
course  with  the  agents  of  tliat  Government? 

I  propose,  sir,  to  refer  to  some  particul^  parts  of  these 
instructions;  but,  before  I  do  that,  allow  me  to  state,  very 
^nerally,  the  posture  of  that  subject  to  wluch  tboie  par- 
ticulan  reUte.  That  sabiect  was  the  state  tii  our  trade 
wiUi  the  British  West  India  colonies.  I  do  not  deeni  it 
necessarj'  now  to  ^  minutely  into  all  the  histoiy  of  that 
trade.  The  occasion  does  not  call  for  it.  All  know  that, 
by  tlie  convention  of  1815,  a  reciprocity  of  intercourse 
was  established  between  us  and  Great  Britain.  The  ships 
of  both  countries  were  allowed  to  pass  to  and  from  each 
ottier  respectively*  with  the  same  cargoes,  and  subject  to 
the  same  duties.  But  tins  anai^pement  did  not  extend  to 
the  British  West  Indies^  There  our  intercourae  was  cut 
off.  Various  disuiminating  and  retaliatory  acts  were  pass- 
ed by  England  and  by  the  United  States.  Eventually*  hi 
the  summer  of  1825,  the  Engli^  Parliament  passed  an 
act  offering  reciprocity*  so  far  as  the  mere  carrying  trade 
was  concerned,  to  all  nations  who  mi^t  choose*  within  one 
year,  to  accept  that  offer. 

Mr.  Adams's  administration  did  not  accept  that  offer; 
first*  because  it  was  never  offidally  eommanicsled  to  it; 
secondly*  because*  oidy  a  few  months  belbrc^  a  negotia- 
tion on  the  very  same  subject  had  been  suspended*  witti 
an  understanding  that  it  might  he  resumed;  and*  thirdly* 
because  it  was  very  desirable  to  arrange  the  whole  matter, 
if  possible,  by  treaty,  in  order  to  secure,  if  we  could,  the 
admission  of  our  products  into  the  British  idands  for  con- 
sumption* as  well  as  the  admisnon  of  our  vcssds.  This 
o^ect  had  been  earnestly  pursued  ever  rince  the  peace 
01^1815.  It  was  insisted  on,  as  every  bodyknowi^  through 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administnttioo.  He  would  not 
treat  at  all*  without  treating  of  this  object  He  tlioug^t 
the  existing  state  of  things  Ijetter  than  any  amuif^ment* 
which,  while  it  admitted  our  vessels  into  West  India  port^ 
still  left  our  productions  subject  to  such  duties  there*  that 
they  could  not  be  carried. 

Now*  nr,  Mr.  Adams's  administration  was  not  the  first 
to  take  the  ground.  It  only  occupied  the  same  podtion 
which  its  predecessor  had  taken.  It  saw  no  important 
objects  to  be  gained  by  changing  the  state  of  things,  un- 
less that  change  was  to  admit  our  products  into  tiie  British 
West  Indies,  <hrectly  fVom  our  ports,  and  not  burdened 
with  excesHve  duties.  The  direct  trade,  by  English  en- 
actments and  American  enactments*  had  become  closed. 
No  Britidi  ships  came  here  from  the  Britudi  West  Indies. 
No  American  ship  went  ttam  lu  to  those  ^aces.  A  cir- 
cuitous trade  took  place  through  the  islands  of  third 
Powers;  and  that  circuitous  trade  was  in  many  respects 
nut  disadvantageous  to  us. 

In  this  state  of  things,  sir,  Mr.  McLane  was  sent  to 
England;  and  he  recdved  his  instructions  from  tbe  Se- 
cretary of  State.  Ill  these  instructional  and  in  relation 
to  this  subject  of  the  colonial  trade*  are  fbtmd  the  senti' 
ments  of  wluch  I  complain.  Whi^  are  they?  Let  us 
exanuae*  and  see. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  tolls  Mr.  McLane:  **TIie  Opportnmties 
which  you  have  derived  from  a  participation  ui  our  pubHc 
counciu,  as  well  as  other  sources  of  infcn-matioo,  wul  ena- 
ble you  to  speak  with  confidence  (as  Ar  as  you  may  deem 
it  proper  and  useful  so  to  do)  of  the  req>ectiTe  parts 
taken  by  those  to  whom  the  administration  of  this  Go- 
vernment is  now  committed,  in  relation  to  the  course 


fiid  tu  tin  all  in  my  power  to  make  it  tbe  last.    Forone*  heretofbrepursuedupon  tbesubjcctof  ti 
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Kov,  tilts  is  neither  more  nor  lew  than  Baying,  "ywi 
will  be  able  to  tell  the  British  minister,  whenever  you 
think  proper,  that  you,  and  I,  and  the  leading  persona  in 
this  aarniniatration,  hare  oppoaed  the  course  heretofore 
pursued  by  the  Goremment  and  the  eounti^,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  coloniat  trade.  Be  sure  to  let  him  know  tliHt, 
en  that  subject,  we  have  he Itl  with  England,  anrt  not  with 
our  own  Government."  Now,  I  ask  yoii,  sir,  if  this  be 
dignified  diplomacy }  Is  tliiastateimanshtp'  la  it  patriot- 
ism, or  is  it  mere  party?  Is  it  a  pro<)f  of  a  high  regard 
to  the  honor  And  renown  of  the  whole  cotintry,  or  is  it 
evidence  of  a  dispontion  tn  make  a  merit  of  belonging  to 
one  of  tl»  political  divisions?  ^ 

The  Secretary  proceeds:  "Their  views  (that  is,  the 
Tiewt  of  the  present  admintstration)  ttpon  that  ptrint 
have  been  labmitted  to  tite  people  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  counsels  by  which  your  conduct  is  now  diivcted, 
are  the  result  of  the  judgment  expressed  by  the  only 
eulhly  tribunal  to  which  the  kte  admiiUstration  was 
amenable  for  its  acts.** 

Now,  At,  in  the  first  place,  there  is  very  Fitlle  reason  to 
suppose  that  tlie  first  part  of  this  psrsgraph  is  true,  in  point 
of  Rtct.  I  mean  that  part  which  intimates  that  the  change  of 
administration  was  brought  about  by  public  disapprobation 
of  Mr.  Adams'i  conduct,  reapectingihe  subject  of  the  colo- 
nial trade.  Possibly,  so  much  was  then  said,  on  a  subject 
which  to  few  understood,  some  degree  of  imprrssion  may 
have  been  produced  by  it  But  be  assured,  sir,  another 
cause  will  be  futmd,  by  future  hrstorians,  for  tlus  changet 
and  that  cause  will  be  the  popularity  of  a  successful  sol- 
dier,  united  with  a  feeling,  mule  to  be  considerably  exten- 
Eive,  that  the  preferences  of  the  people  in  his  behalf  bad 
not  been  justly  regarded  on  a  previons  occasion.  There 
is,  sir,  veiy  little  ground  to  say  that  "tlie  only  tribunal  to 
which  the  late  admi  nisi  ration  was  amenable,"  has  pro- 
nounced any  judgment  against  it  for  its  conduct  on  the 
whole  subject  of  the  coloniat  trade. 

Bat,  however  this  nwjr  be,  tte  tither  anertion  in  the 
pan^^ph  is  manifestly  quite  wide  of  the  ficts.  Mr. 
Adams's  administration  did  not  bring  forward  this  claim. 
I  have  stated  already  tliat  it  had  been  a  subject,  both  of 
negotiation  and  It-gisliition,  tlirou^h  the  whole  eight  yrars 
of  Mr.  Nbnroe's  admtnbtnttion.  This  tlic  Secretsry  knew, 
or  was  bound  to  know.  Why  then  does  he  speak  of  it  as 
setup  by  the  late  administration,  and  afterwards  aban- 
done<l  by  them,  and  not  now  revived? 

But  nie  most  humiliating  part  of  tlie  ndiole  follows: 
**  To  set  up  the  acts  of  the  late  administration  as  the  cause 
of  forfeiture  of  privileges  which  would  otherwise  be  ex- 
tended to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would,  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  unjust  iu  itself,  and  could  nut 
fiiil  to  excite  their  deepest  sensibility." 

So,  then,  Mr.  President,  we  are  reduced,  are  we,  to 
the  poor  condition  that  we  see  a  minister  of  this  great  re- 
jiubiic  instructed  to  argue,  or  to  intercede,  with  the  Bri- 
tish minister,  kst  he  should  find  us  to  have  forfeited  our 
privileges,  and  lest  these  privileges  should  no  lonf^er  be 
extended  to  as!  And  we  finve  furfe'ited  those  privilrges, 
by  our  misbehavior,  in  choosing  rulers  who  thought  bet- 
ter of  our  own  claim  than  of  tlie  Uritish!  Why,  air,  this 
is  patiently  submitting  to  the  dominetrin^f  tone  of  tlie  Bri- 
ttsh  minister,  I  t)elieve  Mr.  Huskisson— [Mr.  CLAY  said, 
"no,  Mr.  Canning.**}— Mr.  Canning,  then,  sir,  who  told 
ns  that  all  DOT  trade  with  the  West  liKlies  was  a  boon, 
granted  to  ut  by  the  indulgence  of  England.  The  British 
minister  calls  it  a  boon,  and  our  minister  udntitt  it  is  a  pri- 
vilege, and  hopes  that  his  roynl  Majesty  wiH  be  too  gra- 
aous  to  decide  that  we  have  forfeited  this  privilege,  by 
our  misbehavior,  in  tlie  choice  of  our  rulers!  Sir,  for  our, 
I  reject  all  idea  of  holding  any  right  of  trade,  or  any  other 
rights,  as  a  privilege  or  a  boon,  Irom  the  British  Gov  " 
ment,  or  any  other  Government. 

A.ttbc  conclunnnof  the  paraghsiili,  the  Secretary 


"  Tou  cannot  press  this  view  of  tlie  subject  too  eimeitl; 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  British  mrnttitTy.  It  Iu' 
bearings  and  relations  that  reach  beyond  the  iBunediile 
question  under  discussion." 

And  adverting  again  to  the  tame  subject,  towiidi the 
close  of  the  despatch,  he  says:  **I  wiH  add  nolhinguto 
the  impropriety  of  suffering  any  feelings  thai  finil  thw 
origin  in  the  past  pretenwons  of  this  GovcmiMnt  to  1  »t 
an  adverse  influence  upon  the  present  conduct  ef  Grtit 
Britain." 

1  ask  again,  Mr.  Ptrsident,  if  this  be  atateimaniliip?  If 
this  be  dignity?  If  this  be  elevated  regard  foroiuntrj' 
Can  any  man  read  this  whole  despatch  »ilh  candor,  aid 
not  admit  that  it  is  plainly  ami  manifestly  the  wril«'sij>. 
ject  to  gun  credit  with  the  British  ministry  for  the  pn- 
sent  atlministration,  at  theexpense  of  the  past?  CettiliilT, 
tills  object  appears  to  me  as  plain  and  viuble  asthc  mdiI 
noon. 

Lest  I  should  do  the  Secretary  injustice,  I  will  mi  iH 
that  I  find  in  this  letter  upon  thia  obnoxious  pmiu  Um 
are  the  iwragraphs: 

"  Such  is  the  present  state  of  otir  commercial  rrhtims 
with  the  British  C(donics,  and  such  the  steps  by  wh  chit 
have  arrived  at  it.  In  reviewing  the  events  wliich  hrt 
preceded,  and  more  or  less  contributed  toarenilisDinucli 
to  be  regretted,  there  will  be  fountl  three  grownds  up* 
which  we  are  most  assailable.  Plrst,  in  our  too  lor^ 
too  tenaciously  retorting  tlie  right  of  Great  Brtaln  toii- 
pose  protecting  duties  m  her  colonics.**   SccnHfl,  Ue. 

"  The  opportunities  which  yon  have  derived  ftosi » 
participatitui  in  our  publ  o  councils,  as  well  »s  ct^tr 
sources  of  information,  will  enable  you  to  speak  slthta- 


fidence  (as  far  as  rou  may  deem  it  proper  and  uafiil  son 
do)  of  the  respective  parts  tukeii  by  those  to  »hon.  tt 
administration  of  this  Govemmt  nt  is  now  eommitlril,  ii- 
relation  to  tlie  course  heretofore  pursued  upon  the  ii  '■- 
iectof  tlie  colonial  trade.  Their  views  upon  ll"*' P"' 
nave  been  auhmitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  S:>t<t; 
and  tlic  coimsels  by  which  jour  conduct  is  new  HiirdP) 
are  the  result  of  tlic  judgment  expressed  by  tlit  i'  I)" 
earthly  trititinal  to  which  the  late  sdmimstraticn «" 
nable  fur  its  acts.  It  should  be  siifficient  tint  ihf  cU^i 
set  up  by  them,  and  which  canst  d  the  inlemiiit  on  ol  tke 
trade  in  qut-slinn,  have  bccT^  expl  citly  abnntloned  hj  il'4f 
who  first  asterted  them,  and  arc  not  revived  by  tWr  w- 
cessors.  If  Great  Britain  deems  it  adverse  to  her  ii^t- 
resls  to  allow  ua  to  participate  in  the  tiailc  a.'i 
colonies,  and  finds  noth'ng  in  the  extcRMon  of  il  ctlr;* 
to  induce  her  (o  apply  the  same  rule  to  m,  slic  « 
hope,  be  sensible  of  tl>e  propriety  of  pUciug  lur  rrfij^l 
on  those  grounds.  To  set  up  the  acts  of  the  Uteiitf  nv 
inttion  as  the  cause  of  forfeiture  of  pririiegt-s  wh  ch  •»cvL 
otherwise  be  extended  totlie  people  of  the  Cniteil  SiiV'- 
would,  under  i-xisting  cireunistanccs,  be  Mij«>t  in  :1|*>'f 
and  coidd  not  fail  to  excite  their  deepest  sensibli  ty.  yt 
tone  of  feeling  which  a  course  so  nnwise  and  anttrji-fi 
cidculated  to  produce,  winilil  doubtless  be  greatlr  >(.i* 


g  a  similuromistimn  on  tneir  patt 
the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  July,  1835.    \m  n  i'- 
pri  ss  this  view  of  tl»e  subject  too  camtBly  upmiU'rE-'" 
sideration  of  the  British  ministry.    It  bu  besrag* 
relations  that  reach  beyond  the  immediate  question  sw' 
discuaiaon." 

"  I  will  add  nothing  as  to  the  impropriety  of  w^^K 
any  feelings  that  find  their  or'.gin  in  the  part  pretei*<  * 
of  this  Government  lo  Imve  an  n<lv*  rse  iamieitceUF'-'''' 
present  ccndtict  of  Great  Britain." 

Sir,  I  submit  to  you,  and  to  the  catKlor  of  sHj"?'-'^'' 


overn-  if  I  am  not  right  in  saying  that  the  perv«iii!§  icP'* 
tlirougii  the  whole,  is  nut  American  ri^ts,  B^it  A"*"''"! 
y  says:  I  interests,  not  Ameiicnn  d<f«nec^  but  aenunciatKn  ol)'- 

Digitized  byCjOOgIC 


1533 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1334 


J  AX.  1833.] 


Executive  Proeeedingt- 


prt- teniions  of  <Mir  own  country,  reflections  on  the  past: 
aclm*nifttnitioi\,  and  exultation  ami  a  loud  cUim  of  merit! 
for  the  udministnition  now  in  power.  Sir,  1  would  forgive , 
misbilctrs;  1  would  pardon  the  want  of  iiifoniMtiont  I 
Would  punlon  almost  any  tliinjif,  where  I  saw  true  patriot- 
iim  and  sound  American  feeling;  but  I  cannot  forgivetlie 
sicrifice  of  this  feeling  to  mere  party.  I  cannot  eoimir 
in  sending  abroad  a  public  agent  wlio  has  not  conceptions 
■n  large  and  liberal,  *»  to  feel  that,  in  the  presence  of 
foreign  courts,'  amidst  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  he  is  to 
stand  up  for  his  country,  and  his  whole  country;  that  no 
jot  nor  tittle  of  her  honor  is  to  come  to  harm  in  his  hands^ 
tliat  he  is  not  to  sufTc'r  others  to  reproach  either  bin  Go- 
vernm  -nt  or  his  countrj',  and  far  less  is  he  himself  to  re- 
proach either;  that  lie  w  to  hare  no  oltjects  in  his  eye  but 
Amer'can  objects,  and  n«  heart  in  his  bosom  bnt  an  Ame- 
ric:tn  heart;  and  tiiat  he  is  to  fbrget  aelf,  to  fon^t  party, 
to  fivgct  every  sinister  and  narrow  fet'ling,  in  his  proud 
and  lofty  attachment  to  the  republic  wltose  commission  he 
bears. 

Mr.  Presldeiit,  1  have  discliarged  an  exceedingly  iin- 
pli-asant  duty,  the  most  unpleasant  of  my  public  life.  But 
]  hare  looked  upon  it  as  n  duty,  ami  it'  was  not  to  be 
shunned.  Anrl.  sir,  however  unimportant  may  be  the 
opinion  of  se  humble  an  indiridnal  as  myself,  I  now  only 
wisli  that  I  miglit  be  heard  by  every  independent  freeman 
in  the  Un*lcd  States  by  the  British  minister,  and  the  Bri- 
tish King,  ami  by  every  minijtc-r  and  every  crowned  head 
in  E  irope,  wh  le,  standi'ig  here  in  my  place,  f  pronounce 
vny  rebuke,  as  solemnly  and  as  decisively  as  I  can,  upon 
th  s  first  instance  in  wh'ch  an  American  minister  haa  been 
sent  iibroad  as  the  representative  of  liU  party,  and  not  as 
the  rc■pre^e»tlltjve  of  his  coiHitrv. 

Mr.  BKOWN  said  that,  unwilling  ai  he  had  been  to 

Barticipate  in  this  diseussion,  he  cmdd  not,  in  justice  to 
ia  own  feelings,  and  to  the  distingnidied  individual  whose 
nomination  as  minister  to  England  was  then  before  the 
Senate,  refrain  from  giving  utterance  to  the  mingled  sen- 
timents of  indignation  and  regret  at  the  course  which  the 
<lebate  liad  t&ken — a  course  which  struck  him  as  at  least 
extraordinary,  and  extremely  unjust  towards  the  nominee. 

The  acrimony  with  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  been  as- 
sailed, the  epithets  which  had  been  to  libetmlly  bestowed 
upon  htm,  required  some  vindication  at  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  fiivor^le  to  confirming  his  nomination,  against 
the  injurious,  and,  as  he  believed,  unwarrantable  charges 
which  ha<l  been  preferred  against  him.  tie  would  here 
take  leave  to  remind  gentlemen  that  reproachful  epithets 
afforded  but  a  poor  substitute  for  argument,  ami  more 
especially  when  addressed  to  a  bod^  whose  deliberations 
shoiihl  be  governed  by  calm,  dispassionate  consideration. 

The  Senate  had  been  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
[Mr.  Clat]  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate,  that 
Mr.  Van  Bureii,  when  actin„'  as  SecreUtry  of  SUte,  had 
disgraced  his  country,  by  certain  expressions  contained 
in  hti  iuitructions  given  to  Mr.  McLane.  late  minister  to 
£nglaiKl,  in  relation  to  the  negotiation  between  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  and  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  the  West 
India  trade.  Waiving  all  discussion  as  to  whom  the  re- 
sponsibility shotdd  attach,  for  instructions  given  to  our 
fi>reign  ministers,  whether  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  or  to  his  Secretary  of  Stale,  he  woidd  concede  to 
those  opposed  to  the  nomination  the  principle  contended 
for  by  them,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  wus  responsible 
for  his  official  conduct,  to  the  fullest  extent.  He  knew 
Mr.  Van  Buren  too  well,  to  believe,  for  a  mfmient,  that  he 
would  desire  tliatany  shield  should  be  interposed  to  screen 
liim  from  a  projier  responsibility;  he  believed  he  would 
sooner  cottrt  the  strictest  inquiry,  than  endeavor  to  escape 
from  it.  But  to  return  to  the  instructions.  What  was  the 
langiuge  which  was  deemed  so  exceptionable?  In  order 
to  remove  the  impression  that  a  feeling  of  hostility  was 
felt  in  this  country  towards  Great  Britain,  which  the  im* 


provident  course  of  the  Ute  adnUnistration,  in  relation  to 
the  West  India  trade,  had  produced,  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  had  alluded  in  his  instructions  to  the  change  which 
the  people  o(  Ihe  United  States  had  made,  in  those  who 
ailministered  our  Government,  in  tiie  following  language: 
"  The  opportunities  which  you  have  derived,  from  a  pai^ 
ticipation  in  our  public  councils,  as  well  as  other  sources 
of  information,  will  enable  you  to  speak  with  confidence 
(as  far  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  and  tiseful  so  to  do)  of 
the  respective  parts  taken  by  those  to  whom  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Government  is  now  committed,  jn  relation 
to  tite  course  heretofore  pursued  upon  the  subject  of  the 
colonial  trade.  Their  views  upon  that  jioint  have  been 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
counseN  by  which  your  contUict  is  now  directed,  are  the 
result  of  the  juc^ent  expressed  by  the  only  earthly  tri- 
bunal to  which  the  hte  administration  was  amenable  for 
its  seta."  In  making  this  sU)^estton,  Van  Buren  had 
asserted  what  was  nidht  tniei  public  opinion  had  discarded 
the  late  administration  from  power;  and  the  party  to  whom 
the  people  of  the  United  States  liad  committed  the  reins 
of  Government,  had  been,  and  were  then,  favorable  to 
the  proposed  urangement:  he  could,  therefore,  recog- 
nise m  tlua  no  sdid  ol^ectiont  but  to  hisnrind  it  Iwd  nore 
theappeamnceof  tliecaptiousneMOf  verbalcriticisni,  than 
any  thing  else.  If  there  was  any  thing  in  tlie  langtiago 
which  he  had  noticed  of  a  submissive  tone,  as  gentlemen 
had  supposed,  by  proceeding  a  little  furtlierin  the  instruc- 
tions, they  would  have  found  language  wincli  would  elTect- 
iially  have  removed  all  their  apprehensions,  and  shows  if 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  knew  how  to  use  the  language 
of  conciliation,  he  also  knew  how  to  apeak  in  a  tone  of 
manly  firmness  when  urgingthe  just  olaims^^  his  CMintry. 

That  part  of  ttie  instntctiona  to  which  be  had  reference 
was  as  follows  r  •*  If  Briuin  deems  it  adverse  to  her 
interests  to  allow  us  1o  participate  in  tl>e  trade  with  her 
colonies,  and  finds  nothing  in  the  extension  trf"  it  to  others 
to  induce  her  to  apply  the  same  rule  to  us,  she  will,  we 
hope,  be  sensible  of  Uie  propriety  of  placing  her  refusal 
on  those  grounds.  To  set  up  the  acts  of  tlie  late  adml* 
nistration  as  the  caose  of  forfeiture  of  privileges  which 
would  otherwise  be  extended  to  the  people  of  the  Doited 
States,  would,  under  existing  circniDsUnoea,  be  uiguatin 
itself,  and  could  not  fkil  to  escite  thM>  deepest  senaibility. 
I'he  tone  of  feeling  which  a  course  so  unwise  and  untena- 
ble is  calculated  to  produce,  woukl  doubtless  be  aggra- 
vated," be.  Here  was  language  firm  and  ^tinted,  and 
indicating  any  thing  else  but  a  disposition  to  yield  or  com* 
promit  the  honor  of  the  coniitryi  and  be  could  but  eonsi- 
der  it  as  extremely  unjust  on  the  part  of  the  opponentsof 
the  nomination  to  single  out  detached  parte  of  the  instruc- 
tions, without  adverting  to  their  general  tenor,  and  view, 
ing  them  as  a  whole — ^the  only  fur  rule  to  be  resorted  to 
iu  the  exposition  of  public  documents. 

But  to  come  back  to  tlie  charge  of  disgrace  which  had 
been  so  strongly  tirgc<)  and  relied  upon.  How,  nr,  lias 
ttie  minister  to  Engwid  disgracetl  his  country?  Where 
was  the  evidence  of  the  imputed  dt^race  to  be  found? 
Was  k  to  be  fbund  in  the  fact  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  made  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
in  relation  to  her  eoloidal  trade,  substantially  on  the  very 
same  ba«s  as  that  propt»ed  under  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Adams.'  And  were  gentlemen  who  then  approved 
that  measure,  now  prepared  to  condemn  the  present  ad* 
ministration  for  having  succeeded  in  forming  such  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  British  Government  as  uie  late  admi- 
nistration hail  profTered,  and  had  fiuled  to  acconpltdif 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  Ges  the  rubi 
the  objection  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  he  feared,  with  some 
gentlemen,  was  not  that  he  had  done  too  little,  buttliat  be 
had  done  too  much.  Under  his  auspices,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  a  restoration  of  the  West  IntUa  trade  Iwd  been  ef. 
fected,  which  Uie  late  ndniiiustratioir  bad*  bv  acrwal  sue* 
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cessive  mlssionii  io  Tun  endcRvored  to  effect  for  several 
yeara. 

He  called  on  i^ntleraen  who  had  apoken  wo  pathetieallj 
of  their  countiy'a  dt^fnee,  to  adduce  lone  piwtf  in  sup- 
p(vt  of  the  cha^.  When  had  the  American  name  atood 
morehon<»^d  abroad>  Under  what  adminiatration,  froni 
die  origin  of  the  Government  t*  this  time,  had  the  national 
character  held  a  more  lofty  elevation?  liieTe  was  no  civi- 
lized country,  but  what  American  character,  American 
inatituttom,  were  themesof  the  higiiest  pane^ric^  and  in 
none  more  than  in  that  cmntry  with  whom  th»  dishonora- 
ble transaction  is  said  to  have  taken  place.  The  lively 
■enMbiGty  which  the  Presidenl  had,  on  ut  occasions,  shown 
to  the  honor  of  Ms  country,  forbade  the  suppoution  that 
he  wotiM  ever  have  sanctioned  inatnictions  to  a  foreign 
minister  by  which  the  character  of  bis  countnr  was  to  be 
compronused.  That  he  had  authorized  the  language  of 
conciliation  to  be  used  in  the  instructions  to  the  minister 
to  Englaml,  was  most  honorable  to  him.  From  whatpre- 
Mdent  could  a  spmt  of  conciliation  and  courtesy  towards 
England  come  with  more  proptiety,  than  from  him  by 
whose  valor  in  tlte  field  Iter  pnde  had  been  humbled  ^ 

There  is  no  mark  more  infttHiWe,  as  regards  the  de- 
gree of  wisdom  with  which  a  nation  is  governed,  than  the 
respectability  oS  that  nation  in  other  countries.  All  his- 
tory will  testify  to  the  truth  of  the  remark*  that  an  admi- 
nistration conducted  feebly  is  contemptible  abroad;  and 
that  which  li  conducted  with  wisdom  and  vigor,  never  fiub 
to  secure  respect 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  institute  a  MHnparison  between 
the  management  of  our  diplomatic  affairs,  under  the  pre- 
sent administration,  and  that  which  liad  preceded  it;  and 
it  would  be  from  uo  apprehension  that  the  result  would 
not  redound  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  existing  adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  Viin  Buren  had,  he  believed,  while  acting  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  accomplished  more  in  less  time  than  any  of 
hii  predecessors.  Comparatively  inexperienced  in  the 
new  station  in  which  he  had  been  called  to  act,  the  case 
with  which  he  had  adapted  himself  to  it,  the  rapidity  with 
which  he  had  comprehended  the  arduous  and  difficult  du- 
ties of  Secretary  of  State,  bore  honorable  testimony  to  bis 
ahilitiesas  a  statesman. 

It  had  been  objected  to  the  nominee  that  he  had  intro- 
duced into  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  party 
intrigues  and  discipline  said  to  prevail  in  his  own  State. 
Without  stopping  to  notice  what  he  eoandeted  an  unjust 
reflection  on  the  public  cluracter  of  a  great  and  patriotic 
member  of  this  confederacy,  he  called  upon  those  wIjo 
made  the  chaige  to  support  it  by  proof.  It  was  honora- 
ble to  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  both  public  and 
private,  tliat,  when  iiis  enemies  were  asked  to  furnish  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  charges  urged  against  him, 
they  were  unable  to  fix  upon  him  any  one  of  them  by  the 
semblance  of  proof.  Possesnng  talents  of  a  high  order, 
and  n^)idly  growing  in  the  esteem  of  hts  countrymen,  it 
was  not  a  matter  of  surpriae  that  he  had  been  marked 
out  as  lite  victim  of  unmerited  persecution. 

Mr.  B.  could  conceive  of  no  adequate  reason  or  mo- 
tives for  rejecting  the  nomination  of  the  minister  to  Eng- 
land. He  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  station  wliich  he 
then  filled.  His  thorough  and  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  commercial  relations  of  the  two  countries  pointed  him 
out  as  a  fit  and  proper  representative  of  our  interests  at 
the  court  of  Great  Britain.  The  State  of  New  York  had 
repeatedly  vouched  for  his  character  and  standing,  by  be- 
stowing on  him  the  highest  civil  honors  within  her  gift. 
Mr.  B.  Bud  he  therefore  considered  it  a  duty  which  lie 
owed  to  the  country,  and  to  the  individual  then  represent- 
ing us  at  the  courtof  Great  Britain*  to  vote  for  confirming 
his  nomination. 

Mr.  EWINQ,  of  Ohio,  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
replying  to  the  bonomhle  Sienator  from  North  CMTolina, 


[Mr.  BaowH,]  and  with  a  view,  aho,  toaddsooKthini^to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  Senator  (rom  Uis- 
sachusetts,  [Mr.  Wbbstxb,]  who  had  placedthc  qimtioi 
beftm  the  Senate  in  newrty  all  the  aspects  in  wUd  it  hid 
presented  itself  to  his  [Mr.  B.'s]  mind. 

The  hcmorable  Senator  from  North  Carofina  las  sud 
that  tiie  treaty  negotiated  by  our  minister  at  London, 
under  the  instructions  which  are  now  the  subject  of  ani- 
madversion,  is  a  splendid  treaty;  that  it  hss  jneldri),  and 
will  yield,  a  colden  harvest  to  our  people,'  and  thit  it  ii 
the  success  oi  the  negotiation,  casting  all  others  in  the 
shade,  whidt  has  excited  envy  and  animonty  against  ttic 
parties  concerned  in  ttiat  brilliant  transaction.  Sia  siid 
Mr.  E.,  it  is  the  common  retort  of  all  men,  when  bmugte 
to  answer  for  a  misdemeanor,  to  retort  the  charge  of  nnjr, 
or  enmity,  against  their  accusers.  Pretences  of  ttittkiod 
can  always  be  advanced,  though  not  always  BustsiMd;ind 
when  supported  by  evidence,  and  not  resting  on  mere  »• 
sertion,  they  are  entitled  to  no  weight,  except  in  tboie 
eases  in  which  the  accusation  to  be  repelFed  rein  forib 
support  upon  the  evidence  of  the  envious  and  nulijiaiit 
aecnaer. 

Whtf  has  it  to  do  with  the  question  befuR  the  Snue, 
whether  the  nominee  is  the  subject  of  love  or  Iiatred-rf 
malice  or  good  will  f  Mere  is  no  room  for  bbchood,  imI 
little  for  misconstruction.  We  have  before  us,  under  hi 
own  nffn  manual,  the  very  paper  on  which  wcmust  icquil 
or  condemn  him.  We  have  it  before  ns  here,  sw-  Uvill 
go  abroad  to  the  nation  and  the  world  witii  the  isnrboi  or 
censure  of  the  Senate  stamped  ujkhi  it  Friendship  cu- 
not  brighten,  nor  envy  deepen  its  ^adcs.  Before  oi, 
and  before  the  American  people,  upon  its  own  wrU 
mast  it  stand  or  ta\\.  Nor  does  the  honorable  %ttaia 
tou^  the  question  under  discussion,  when  he  tclk  lu  ^ 
an  arrangement  effected  pursuant  to  these  instrucliooi  i» 
advantageows  to  tiie  United  States;  that  it  adds  to  our  cc»- 
merce,  and  pots  money  in  the  pockets  of  our  p«'pl''  ' 
neiUier  admit  nor  deny  his  assumptions  u  to  thst  bd;  w 
it  is  not  now  a  proper  time  for  the  diacnsnon  of  thnao- 
jeot.  On  another  day,  on  a  fit  occasion,  snd  viiii 
doors,  shal)  (I  trust)  this  matter  beinvestigatediindtheo, 
perhaps,  their  golden  visions  will  vanish  into  ait.  But  it 
»  not  the  arrangement  to  which  I  now  object,  batthemw- 
ner  in  which  it  was  sued  for.  Let  it  be,  if  gentleiK* 
please,  a  splendid  boon,  a  golden  gifl,  obtained  fro^^"?' 
BriUin  by  the  superior  talent*  and  favor  of 
cretary:  that  gold  is  bou^t  too  dear  is 
at  the  expense  of  our  national  honor — wWch  ia«iM«»" 
begged  lor  of  a  British  minister—fcncU  for— prayed 
before  a  Bi-itish  or  any  other  earthly  throne. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  this  tone  of  submisaon,  ofwp- 
plication,  and  apology,  is  not,  to  my  mind,  the  most  (»■ 
jectionable  characteristic  of  this  paper.  We  '"''^•'''1 
true,  since  tiie  first  formation  of  our  Govemment.  b«= 
divided  into  parties  at  liome.  Our  people  have  Anew 
in  the  choice  of  tiier  rulers— smnetimes  on  pnncplf; 
sometimes  merely  as  to  men;  but  heretofore,  whether  a 
peace  or  war,  abroad  wc  have  presented  an  undww« 
front.  Ami  never  before  has  there  been  a  wiitarr  in- 
stance in  which  our  dissensions  have  been  sent  «bro>d  W 
the  accredited  agents  of  our  Government,  and  ufp"" 
argument  for  the  consideration  of  a  foreign  Power.  Bt' 
by  tliis  despatch,  nr,  our  family  quarrel*,  our  pnv»te  »r-- 
mosilies,  which,  in  common  decency,  ought  to  die  •■"j^ 
our  own  doors,  are  presented  in  bold  relief,  aiid  nade'" 
subject  of  earnest  representation  to  the  British  Crow 
For  what  honest  purpose  is  this  thing  done  I  Do"  ^ 
honest  man  suppose  tliat  the  British  minister  or  the 
tish  monarch  cares  who  is  at  the  head  of  our  Govems"^'^ 
unless  they  expect  to  profit  by  the  ascendancy  of 
individual  or  party?  If  it  were  "the  couotrj-,  llie«nok 
country,  and  notiiitig  hut  the  country,"  wWch  the  S(cr^ 
tary  sought  to  beuett  by  this  offieinl  act,  why  didhe  urfc 
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to  Eng'land  (for  it  tnKttered  not  to  them)  the  opinions  of 
the  clominknt  party  in  this  country^  Sir,  the  Americsi) 
republic — -the  nktion— is  lost  nght  of  in  this  deapfttch,  and 
the  minister  is  instructed  to  present  himself  at  the  British 
court  as  the  emissary  of  those  who  had  come  into  powers 
as  be  assumes,  because  they  supported  British  claims 
agftiiut  American  pretensions.  I  once  more  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  a  paragraph  of  this  despatch. 

*•  The  opportunities  which  you  have  derived  from  a  par- 
ticipation m  our  public  councils,  as  well  as  other  sources 
of  information,  will  enable  you  to  speak  with  confidence 
(as  far  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  and  usieful  so  to  do)  of 
the  respective  parts  taken  by  those  to  whom  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Government  is  now  committed,  in  relation 
to  the  course  heretofore  pursued  upon  the  subject  of  the 
colonial  trade.  Their  views  upon  that  point  have  been 
submitted  to  tlie  people  of  the  United  Stalest  and  the 
counsels  by  which  your  conduct  is  now  directed,  are  the 
result  of  the  judgment  expressed  by  the  only  earthly  tri- 
bunal  to  which  the  late  administration  was  amenable  for 
its  acts.  It  sliould  be  sufficient  that  the  claims  set  up  by 
them,  and  which  caused  the  interruption  of  the  trade  in 
question,  have  been  explicitly  abandoned  by  those  who 
first  asserted  them,  and  are  not  revived  by  their  succes- 
sors. If  Great  Brifaun  deems  it  adverse  to  her  interests  to 
allow  us  to  participate  in  the  trade  with  her  colonies,  and 
finds  nothing  in  tlie  extension  of  it  to  others  to  induce  her 
to  apply  the  same  rule  to  tu,  she  will,  we  hope,  be  sensi- 
ble of  the  propriety  of  placing  her  refusal  on  those  grounds. 
To  set  up  the  acts  of  the  late  administration  as  the  cause 
of  forfeiture  of  privileges  which  would  otherwise  be 
extended  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would,  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  unjust  in  itself,  and  could  not 
fail  to  excite  th«r  deepest  sensibility.  I'lie  tone  of  feel- 
ing which  a  courae  so  unwise  and  untenable  is  calculated 
to  produce,  would  doubtless  be  greatly  aggravated  by  the 
consciousness  that  Great  Britain  has,  by  order  in  council, 
opened  her  colonial  ports  to  Russia  and  Prance,  notwith* 
standing  a  similar  omissiim  on  their  part  to  accept  tlie 
terms  onered  by  the  act  of  July,  1825.  You  cannot  press 
tbis  view  of  the  subject  too  esrnestlv  ujxin  the  considera- 
tion of  the  British  nunistry.  It  has  bearings  and  relations 
that  reach  beyond  the  immediate  question  under  dis- 
cusaon." 

"  1  will  add  nothing  ns  to  the  impropriety  of  suffering 
any  feelings  that  find  theirorigin  in  the  past  pretensions  of 
this  Government  to  have  an  adverse  influence  upon  the 
present  conduct  of  Great  Britain." 

Can  any  one  read  this  miserable  paragraph,  mystified 
ftndinTidveduitUi  and  doubt  for  a  moment  as  to  its  inter- 
pretation? "Tou  will  be  able  to  speak  with  confidence 
(as  far  as  you  may  think  it  proper  and  useful  so  to  do) 
of  the  course  pursued  by  those  now  in  power,  in  relation 
to  the  colonial  trade."  What  is  this  but  saying,  in  other 
words,  to  the  American  envoy.  Tell  the  British  minister 
that  we  who  are  now  in  power  supported  British  clums, 
«nd  opposed  American  pretensions,  as  to  the  colonial 
tradet  our  opinions  upon  that  subject  were  submitted  to 
tlie  American  people;  and,  because  we  entertained  views 
favorable  to  British  claims,  and  hostile  to  American  pre> 
tensions,  the'  people  placed  us  in  power,  and  prostrated 
our  opponents?  This  is  the  plain  reading  of  that  part  of 
the  despatch,  when  stripped  of  its  circumlocution.  Is 
this  true,  sir?  And  if  it  were  tniei  is  it,  I  ask,  the  kind 
of  mrisirr  with  which  an  Americui  minister  is  to  be  sent 
to  a  foreign  court — thus  to  humble  and  debase  himself, 
ami  degrade,  if  not  libel,  his  countrymen — especiidly  to 
the  haughty  court  of  Great  Britain? 

But  this  is  not  alt.  Warmed  with  tbis  subject,  ard 
new  light  brewing  in  upon  liim  as  he  proceed^  the  Se- 
cretary closes  this  paragraph  in  bis  despatch  with  this 
special  iiyunction:  "You  cannot  press  this  view  of  the 
subject  too  earnestly  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Bri* 


tish  ministry.  It  has  bearings-and  relations  that  reach  be- 
yond the  immediate  question  under  discussion." 

"You  cannot  preu  this  view  of  the  subje<;ttoo  earnest- 
ly." What  view?  Why,  that  those  who  favpred  Ameri- 
can pretenwons  have  been  put  down,  and  we,  who  sup« 
port  Britisii  claims,  are  lords  of  the  ascendant.  But  why 
press  this  earnestly  upon  the  conuderatlon  of  the  Briti^ 
mintstnr'  Because,  adds  the  despatch,  it  has  bearings 
and  reuitions  which  reach  beyond  the  immediate  question 
under  discussion.  And  what  were  these  bearings  and  re* 
latlons?  On  what  did  this  view  of  the  subject  bear?  To 
what  did  it  relate  beyond  the  simple  question  of  the  colo* 
nial  trade,  if,  indeed,  it  could  have  borne  on  that?  Sir, 
the  motive  lurking  in  tlie  heart  of  the  writer  of  this  de- 
spatch is  here  disclosed.  He  stands  the  self-declared 
representative  of  a  party — holding  out,  as  a  partisan,  pro- 
fessions of  submission  and  subservience  to  Great  Britain — 
and  claiming,  as  the  reward  of  his  adherence  to  her  inte- 
rests, the  coneesMon  of  privileges  which  liad  been  with* 
held  when  treated  for  in  tlie  name  and  in  behalf  of  the 
nation.  The  concesuons  on  the  one  part,  and  the  boons 
and  privileges  on  the  other,  were  not  intended  to  termi- 
nate in  the  matter  then  under  discusnon.  No,  they  had 
bearings  and  relations  which  reached  beyond,  very  much 
beyon^  them.  Do  but  convince  the  British  ministry  that 
the  Secretary  is  devoted  to  their  will,  and  the  advocate  of 
their  interests,  would  they  not  in  turn  lend  tAeir  aid  to  se- 
cure hia^vancement?  Have  they  not  the  same  motive 
in  ^ving  a  President  to  the  United  States  that  Russia 
once  had  in  giving  a  King  to  Poland?  In  his  view,  it  was 
easily  done.  Let  the  ministry  yield  to  his  solicitations  as 
a  partisan  what  tbey  had  refused  to  the  manly  diplomacy 
ofthenationj  and  let  the  American  people  feel,  or  be 
persuaded  that  they  fee),  pecuniary  benefits  resulting 
from  these  coiicesnons.  Then  let  the  British  presses  be 
made  to  teem  with  praises  of  the  candor,  skill,  and  talent  of 
the  American  diplomatists.  The  weight  of  foreign  influ- 
ence, with  political  tactics  and  party  organization  at  home, 
he  might  reasonably  suppose  to  he  irresistible.  And  then, 
sir,  having- reached  the  summit  of  his  ambition,  could  be 
not  reward  his  auguat  friend  and  ally  by  yielding  up  otbo- 
American  preten«ons  to  other  British  claims?  Sir,  the 
British  nation  has  for  a  ceattir^  past  held  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  politics  of  Europe.  It  has  been  the 
"  setter  up  and  putter  down  of  kings."  States  and  na- 
tions have  received  their  gold,  and  become  their  pension- 
ersj  and  it  is  not  probable,  if  the  lure  is  thus  held  out  to 
them  by  our  men  in^ower,  tliat  they  will  be  slow  in  seiz- 
ing an  occasion  to  control  also  our  destinies. 

It  is  for  these  reasons,  in  addition  to  those  already 
urged,  that  I  have  mode  up  my  mind  to  vote  against  this 
nomination.  I  have  reflected  on  the  subject,  deliberately, 
calmly,  and,  I  hope,  impartially.  The  office  is  high  and 
responsible.  The  stations  which  the  nominee  has  hereto- 
fore filled,  have  been  elevated  and  conspicuous.  I  have 
felt,  sir,  and  still  fee),  the  responsibility  under  whidt  I 
act  in  refusing  my  assent  to  this  nomination)  but  I  refuse 
it  without  hesitation  or  doubt.  Sir,  if  a  man  without  for- 
tune and  without  name,  an  officer  iiolding  some  Iiun<b1e 
post,  had  sinned  as  deeply  in  his  sphere  as  did  thif  nomi- 
nee in  hia,  he  would  have  been  sufi'ered,  by  common  con- 
sent, to  link  into  oblivion,  perhaps  into  in&my.  And 
^rely  our  censure  should  not  fall  with  less  wdght  on  the 
political  sins  of  the  high,  than  of  the  humble  in  station. 

In  coming  to  this  conclunon,  I  for  one  liave  given  little 
weight  to  tiie  many  rumon  which  are  rife  in  the  land 
touching  the  political  character  and  conduct  of  this  no.n(- 
nee  in  other  matters  than  that  here  developed.  Some- 
thing, indeed,  it  has  weighed  upon  my  mind,  that  he  is 
now,  by  an  arrangement  which  appears  to  be  his  own, 
jur  accredited  minister  at  that  very  cotirt  to  which  he 
thus  pressed  his  partisan  claimst  and  where,  if  lie  chose  to 
do  it,  be  could  best  mature  s  projectXlir  bringing  foreign 
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influence  tt)  bear  upon  h's  pol  lical  fiirtiuips  itt  liomr. 
Bntcliiefly  I  ^eit  my  ceiisure  nprm  tiie  riosp^itcli  wli'di  is 
before  tti,  and  in  wliicli  I  cannot  be  <Wceiv«i. 

Mr.  POINDRXTER  ro^?,  Hnd  Mi*a  t?iat  sn  nbBcnce  nf 
Kverat  weeks  from  the  Senxtc,  occasioned  by  indisposr- 
tinn,  h«l,  iM  lie  wu  inronnei),  been  the  lutitK  ofiionite  de- 
lay in  tile  firiftt  nctinn  tifthe  Senate  on  this  nomination. 

He  pe^retteil  the  circumstiince,  ami  even  now  tliat  lie 
vas  enabled  to  reitntne  the  discharire  oF  bis  duties,  he 
conid  but  ill  rpqnite  the  kind  itiduljrence  of  the  Senate, 
in  po!it|>oninj»  tlie  qui-stion  on  liU  account,  by  :iiiy  effort 
of  bis  to  investif^ate  the  cldmi  of  the  nominee  to  pnbl:e 
confidence,  iiiusTnncli  as  the  del  citte  state  of  his  health 
would  not  permit  )wm  to  etitiT  at  larjp  into  the  variotin  in- 
teresting topics  which  had  been  adverted  to  in  the  re- 
marVs  of  the  honorable  Senators  vlio  Itad  preceded  him 
in  the  debate. 

Sir,  said  ^Ir.  P.,  I  have  p'sen  to  perfnrm  an  nnplcnsant, 
but  an  impemtive  duty,  from  which  I  cannot  willidnw 
without  subjecting  my  motives  tn  iniscoiicfption,  or  mia- 
representatitni,  in  reLiiion  to  my  vote  on  the  (luestinti  now 
before  the  Senate.  Havinf^  nothing  to  ^ain  by  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  nnminatinn,  and  "othing- 10  hope,  shoidd  it  be 
conRrmetl,  I  can  feel,  Mr.  President,  no  other  sollcitndr 
on  the  subject  than  thut  which  arises  from  a  sense  of  the 
solemn  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country,  and  an  ardent 
desire  to  preserve  the  honor  und  <lifjiiity  iiFthe  Amer'.c.ni 
people,  free  from  the  stain  of  that  n)Oiiil  turpitude  and 
vicious  inlripfiie  whicii  cover  the  corrupt  Governments  of 
Europe  witli  infamy  and  d  s^i-nce.  For  th'S  pttrpose,  and 
for  no  other  purpase  whatever,  either  of  a  personal  or 
political  character,  I  have  endeavored  to  inform  myself, 
Dy  all  the  means  within  my  reach,  of  the  facts  and  cir- ' 
ciimstances  ttmchinff  the  m'eritsi  of  the  individual  whose 
nominatinn  is  npw  under  confide  ration.  I  have  adopted 
this  course  the  more  readily,  because  it  was,  I  understand, 
on  a  previous  day,  recomnu-nded  by  honorable  Senators, 
in  feviir  of  the  nominee,  in  preference  to  a  full  and  formal 
itivestigmtion  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  u-hicli  had 
been  pmposed  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
HoLHsa.]  Mr.  Van  lluren  lias  been  lon^  in  the  public 
eye,  has  tilled  hii^h  and  important  political  stations,  and 
the  influence  of  his  pnbl.c  conduct  may  be  traced  in  evc-ry 
department  of  the  GovernnK-nt.  Whether,  therefore, 
his  previous  acts  entitle  him  to  the  confidence  of  the  Se- 
nate and  of  the  nation,  is  a  question  which  each  f^entlC' 
man  tnU'tt  determine  Ihr  himself;  and  I  claim  for  myself 
the  humble  privilege  of  presenting  a  concise  summary  of 
the  pY)iinilson  which  1  hope  to  jtiatifv  the  vote  which  1 
shall  feel  bound  to  give  on  his  nomination.  The  evidence 
to  which  I  shall  re^r,  and  which  has  operated  on  my  jurlg- 
ment  in  this  case,  is  druwn  from  the  hislcft-y  of  tiie  passing 
events  nf  the  day,  and  the  statements  of  persons  of  high 
standing  and  respectability,  whose  intcgi-ily  and  veracty 
no  one  woidd  presume  to  doubt,  when  tlieir  names  shall 
be  discliiK-d. 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  all  who  have  looked  into  the  politi- 
cal movements  of  the  vai-loua  parties  which  have  contend- 
ed  for  power,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  that  Mr. 
Van  Buret!  epilered  the  lists  as  the  friend  of  General  Jack- 
son, loncf  after  the  commencement  of  the  adminiHtriUion 
of  Prewieiit  Adams.  Prior  to  that  event,  he  had  lent  his 
influence  to  a  candidate  between  whom  and  General  Jack- 
wan  there  existed  the  most  deadly  liostility.  The  admi- 
nistration of  Mr.  Adams  had  no  charms  fur  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
reiit  and  after  due  del.beration,  and  a  "judicious"  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  results,  he  became  tlie  advocate  of 
General  Jackson  fur  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  the 
iucumheut,  whose  prospects  for  re-election  were  overca*t 
with  doubt  and  uncertainty,  and  from  whom  he  cmdd  ex- 
pect no  favors,  eitlier  for  himself  or  his  friends.  The 
capital  which  lie  bruiight  into  the  stock  of  political  influ' 
•DC*  Uiea  operating  on  tha  PieMdentU  election*  was  sup- 


pos^d  to  iftve  him  n  claim  to  the  highest  distinction,  in  the 
event  of  the  succesnfit  termination  of  the  stniglfle.  Ac- 
cordingly he  was  pUeed  hy  Generxl  Jarksou  at  the  ht«l 
of  his  constitutional  adviser*,  preferring  him  tnutlierdV 
tinguished  gentlemen,  whose  support  was  of  lon^r  dii> 
ration,  and,  to  say  the  least,  equally  efficient,  ami  whose 
talents  would  bear  an  advantageous  comparison  vilh  the 
most  enVglitened  atatcsmenin  the  world.  Thin  pnHno^ 
ed  au<l  flattered,  wielding,  as  he  did,  tlie  Executive  arm 
nf  tlip  tiation,  permit  me  tii  ask,  wh:tt  Was  the  coikIiicI  nf 
Mr.  Van  Biireii,  then  Secretarv'  of  the  Department  of 
State'  Were  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  couiilrj-,  c- 
tliK  purity  of  its  character,  ohiecta  nearest  to  hia  hrtrt' 
Was  his  mind  free  from  the  bias  of  undiscipMiM-damb'.twi' 
or  was  he  exclusively  devoted  to  his  own  elevation,  ri- 
ifap.lless  oFthc  means, '•'^ 'he  honor  of  his  vt-nervb!e 
chief,  anil  of  the  integrity  of  the  party  which  hiou^ht 
him  into  power'  1  cannot  answer  the-e  grave  quest  I'l.s 
hy  any  tiiinff  which  falls  within  the  scope  of  my  ownprr- 
snual  knowledge:  h'lt  if  there  he  truth  in  facts  which  imtt 
been  detailed  to  me  hy  men  of  the  first  mnk  n  the  ihu'm-d, 
and  which  I  am  hound  to  believe,  nntd  contrail  ctt  d  by 
evidence  still  more  imposing,  his  whole  course  w«s  n>aiket! 
by  a  systematic  tissue  of  dark  and  studied  inirigsie.  wliicl-, 
in  its  consequences,  swept  into  chatis  the  elements  of  il»t 
patriotic  ban<l  who  fought  tite  battle,  and  gained  tlit;  stilt  n- 
diil  victory,  in  1828,  which  place<l  on  the  brow  tif  the  hero 
of  New  Orleans  the  civic  wre.tth  of  hii  grateful  koi  .- 
try.  Discarding  all  personal  considerations,  for  1  have 
neither  revenge  nor  polit.cal  as[iiratioHB  to  grul^fy,  ami, 
if  I  liad,  they  would  not  enter  these  walls  to  iiiAiience  nty 
del.berations  in  matters  of  national  concern,  I  ask  only  ttie 
1  gilts  of  truth  to  guide  me  to  a  decision  which  shall  ac- 
cord with  strict  and  impartial  justice,  and  secure  tome 
th*"  appi'ohatlnn  of  an  enlightem-d  |>enple,  ami,  wlat  a 
still  more  ;ii-ecioiis,  the  sm.k  s  of  an  approving  coobcience. 

If,  tlien,  the  friends  of  the  nominee  deem  the  inft>mi=. 
tion  which  1  liave  received,  and  on  which,  for  tlie  pretent, 
I  must  rely,  inaccurate,  or  susceptible  of  SHtisbcluty  ex- 
planation,  1  invite  them,  I  urge  them,  in  justice  tn  tltrir 
friend,  to  rescue  liiin  fn>m  every  shade  of  suspicion  wli:cb 
may  be  cast  on  him,  hy  the  apjinintment  of  a  conmiitire, 
to  he  chnstrn  by  this  honorable  body,  who  sliall  be  cnaig- 
ed  witli  tlie  duty  of  collecting  all  the  irsUmony  which  cin 
be  adduced  cither  for  or  against  the  nominee,  and  nuk- 
ing a  faithful  report  of  it  tn  the  Senate;  and  if  the  revilt 
should  be  such  as  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  the  nominee  a 
innocent  of  tlie  unworthy  conduct  which  lias  been  ascnb* 
ed  to  htm,  my  vote  will  be  given  in  fisvor  of  his  iiomjia- 
tion,  with  more  real  pleasure  than  1  can  fed  in  obe;itf 
the  dictates  of  duty,  by  denying  m  bim  nty  support,  l  a 
such  a  committee  I  am  authorized  to  furrush  the  namt-s  li 
several  gentlemen,  high  in  the  confidi-nce  of  tliecoiiiitn, 
who  are  ready  to  testify,  on  oath,  if  required,  to  all  liie 
facts  which  they  have  authorized  me  to  conimunickte  to 
the  Senate  on  the  present  occasion,  in  a  niucit  tnoie  i-i- 
targed  and  satisfiictory  mtnner  tlian  it  is  in  oiy  power  1? 
give  to  them.  But  I  must  he  permitted  to  remark,  tha'  S 
this  invitation  is  declined  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  VanBtirer, 
my  vote  must  be  recorded  against  his  nomination,  coiifcL.- 
ing,  as  I  do,  in  the  honorable  sources  from  which  n.y  tr- 
for^niatioii  is  derived.  1  forbear  to  dwell  on  the  novela&i 
extratirtlinary  character  of  the  iiisiructionB  g^rcn  by  llr. 
Van  Buren  to  Mr.  MclAne,  our  Lite  minister  tu  Lwtxkm, 
oil  the  subject  nf  opening  the  West  India  trade.  The 
%-ievvs  presented  of  the  nature  and  character  of  these  ia- 
stnictiona,  by  otiicr  gentlemen,  leave  me  iiothii^  tnaci 
but  the  expression  of  my  deep  regret  that,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, the  Secretary  nf  State,  acting,  either  um^cr 
the  influence  of  his  own  passions  or  prejudices,  or  by  the 
instructions  of  the  President,  should  deem  it  cwnpltble 
with  the  dignity  of  his  station,  or  the  elevated  charactfr 
of  his  country,  to  approach  ttw  tbrg^  cf  a  foK^  icio- 
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mrcli  in  the  style  of  stippticntion,  asking'  favors  on  the  of  the  cuuiitry,  without  afTonling'  the  sltg^htest  evidence 
hitmiliating  assurance  that  the  party  to  which  he  belon);-'  tliut  lie,  in  any  maiiiiei-,  pMrtici putrd  in  prudticliie  the  re- 
ed, exercising  the  powers  of  Guveniment,  were  bctterjsulti  which  lie  aiiiiously  desin-d  to  accumphwi.  I'lie 


entitled  to  his  tender  mercies  than  their  predecesMin  in 
oitice,  wlio,  it  seemii,  liad  been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  tle- 
manilDig,  under  color  of  right,  from  his  Majesty,  conces- 
sioiia  in  t'uvoi'  of  American  commerce,  which  a  more  en- 
l.glitened  wiministration,  recently  brought  into  power  by 
11(1  orerwiiclmiiig  majority  of  the  people,  were  ready  to 
abandon  as  uiifuiimled  '*  pretensions."  Such  ait  upfieal 
WMsimneccsaary,  and  unworthy  of  a  statesman  repieaeiibng 
tlie  ijitvrests  and  honor  of  a  great  and  powerful  natian  in 
its  intercourse  with  foreign  Powers*  and  merits  the  re- 
pmaf  of  this  honor^le  body  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
Executive. 

But,  Mr.  Preadent,  what  is  the  history  of  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Van  Biiren  in  reference  to  hiaiiuercourite  with  the 
Cli  ef  Mit^istratc,  apid  those  aHuuciated  with  him  in  the 
a-lmlnl»traiion  at  tlie  st:;it  of  the  N'alioiud  Goveinment? 
He  entered  the  councils  of  President  Jackson  with  Millen 
reserve  on  his  brow,  uixler  which  he  coneeHled  all 
opinions  on  the  great  questions  whtch  agitated  the  nution. 
He  seized  on  circumstances  which  pre'cxisled  his  induc- 
tion into  office,  novel  in  their  chanictcr  in  this  country, 
but  familiar  at  the  court  of  I-ouisthe  Kifleenth,  in  Fmnce, 
and  of  Charles  the  Second  of  England,  by  means  ot 
wliicli  lie  contrived  to  "ride  upon  the  wliirlwintl,  and 
direct  the  irturm,"  and  to  render  the  credulous  and  confiii- 
irijf  chief,  whose  weakness  he  flattereil,  and  whobc  jirrju- 
dlccs  hi!  nourished,  aiibsen'ient  to  all  his  purjioses,  per- 
Bdnal  and  politicitl.  Ilis  plans  of  operation  were  ahroud<!d 
in  dirkness  and  injstery,  and  execiLti-d  by  tlie  arm  of 
power,  nei-ved  by  the  riccnt  devL-lopmcut  of  public 
opjiiopi,  for  the  accom()lishnicnt  of  his  ulterior  views, 
which  knew  no  limit  siiortof  controlling  and  directing  the 
de.s'ime*  nf  the  nation.  The  es!al>iislitd  praclice  of  every 
prvCk-hag  administration,  to  hold  cabinet  councils  ^'*» 
ubohshetl,  and  the  secret  machinery  of  political  inirigiie 
was  put  into  successful  operation,  worked  by  the  skill  of 
the  nrASter  spir.t  behind  the  curtain-  No  board  of  con- 
•ultaiioii  arouiKl  the  grCL-n  cloth  was  held,  n  heie  tuch 
iiiem'icr  w:»s  required  tu  uidiild  liia  SL-ntiments  freely  and 
frmikly  <if  men  and  nieaaurcscunnected  with  natiunul  policy. 

No  principles  were  promul^ted  as  the  btundunl  liy 
\i'hicli  the  people  miglii  lest  the  claims  of  the  administra- 
tion to  tlicir  coiihdence  uiid  support.  Every  thing  was 
involved  in  doubt  and  iincertunity,  in  order  to  catch  the 
breeze  <»f  popular  impulse  in  Whatever  direction  it  m-ght 
set,  and  to  conform  to  its  overwiieltning  influence.  'I'he 
Scutlieni  politician  who  coin|>lained  of  opprission,  was 
sootlied,  flattered,  or  threiilt-ned,  according  to  the  tlier- 
lliiiriieler  which  regulated  the  puhticitl  atmosphere  around 
tiic  walls  uf  the  pulace.  Tlie  uioiiopol.sts  and  olKce  huut- 
et's  received  a«iiiratiocs  to  sadsly  tlieir  utmost  wishes  and 
rxpecutious,  and  tlie  doctrines  of  the  "AnieriCan  »j-s- 
tetii"  were  adopted  and  repudiated  according  to  Calcula- 
tions founded  on  k  well  arranged  scale  of  political  prufli 
and  loss. 

All  ffl'ort  to  restore  tlie  nncient  usage  of  cabinet  coim- 
clU,  m:idc  by  a  few  of  the  mosidevoUd  fr.endsof  Genei-;il 
J:tckscm,  was  repelled  wilh  iniligiKktiuH,  and  the  friendly 
iiUei  ptisition  falsely  ascribed  in  personal  hostil.ty  to  a  par- 
tic.ihtr  member  of  his  cibinet.  These  gentlemen  have 
ever  Kiitce  been  looked  on  w<th  distrust  and  suspicion  by 
lilt-  Pre*dent. 

ThuH  protected  from  all  interference  on  the  part  of  his 
nssnciiitcs  ill  power,  and  from  public  animadvets.on,  Mr. 
V-in  Hiireii  shaped  his  course  to  sii.t  the  crisis,  keeping 
stcud.ly  in  view  liis  ultimate  elevation  to  the  first  uftice  in 
tlic  K  t'l  of  a  free  people.  Pojtsessed,  as  he  Was,  of  the 
uiiiiiitiled  coniideiiee  of  (ienentl  Jackson,  he  very  soon 
J'u.itid  free  accc4s  to  Ilis  ear,  and,  by  appropriate  advances, 
ImU  Urn  into  excesses  and  ei-reri,  fatal  to  the  tran quill .ty 


pruscnptive  policy,  pushed,  as  it  was,  to  extiemitits  which 
the  publ.c  ititvrefit  dd  ncft  seem  torequiie,  and  far  beyond 
the  practice  of  any  other  Chiei'  Magistrate,  litu  been  uni\  er« 
sally  attributed  to  the  advice  and  influence  of  Mr.  Van  Bu* 
reii.  This  system,  combined  with  the  whole  pationitge  of 
Goventment,  wait,  as  fur  as  practicable,  placed  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  smooth  tlie  way  to  the  ulterior  object  of  his 
wnibitiun.  He  made  liimself  ulinost  the  sole  adviser  of  the 
President  during  the  fiist  two  yiears  of  his  administi-ation, 
ami  every  one  who  stooil  in  his  way  was  made  to  feel  the 
power  of  Executive  denimciation.  To  this  cause  may  be 
iittributed  the  unprovoked  rupture  between  t!ie  first  and 
Mfcund  tiflicers  of  this  Guverniiieiit;  the  prostration  of 
ttio»ie  noble  and  higli-miiided  friends  to  witose  unwavering 
exei-tions  and  lofty  eloquence  General  Jiickaon  must  ftel 
himself  indebted  for  hi.f  success  in  the  late  contesl  for  the 
Presideiicy  t  and,  Anally,  the  dissolution  of  tlie  cabinet, 
anil  the  consequent  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as 
mlnisier  to  the  court  of  London. 

1  have,  Mr.  Prtsident,  been  put  in  possession  of  a  com- 
munication, tracing;,  wilh  great  nitnuleness,  and  1  have, 
no  doubt,  accurately,  the  means  rescirled  to  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  lo  proiUice  the  rupture  between  Genrnd  JackRon 
and  tliose  iionorahle  men  who  had  accepted  his  invitation 
lo  become  members  of  his  political  family.  I  forbear  to 
read  this  paper  to  Uie  Senate,  because  of  the  peculiar  mat* 
ters  of  which  it  treatsj  but  I  hold  my  si-lf  ready  to  deliver  i^ 
wilh  tiie  name  of  the  author,  to  any  committee  of  invea> 
ligation  which  ni:iy  be  appointed  to  embody  the  evidence 
on  tliis  subject.  I  h:ive  also  received,  frnm  a  gentleman 
nOvv  in  this  city,  a  stutement  of  a  con versution  held  with 
the  lute  S(  crctiry  of  State,  after  he  had  surrendered  the 
seals  nf  oflice,  which  I  beg  h  are  to  Uy  on  the  table,  as 
the  facts  it  deta.1s  aie  intimately  connected  with  those 
traimctions  which  hate  occupied  su  large  a  share  of  the 
public  attention,  and  which  I  regret  to  say  have  never 
been  explained  in  itiiy  niainier  to  satisfy,  the  moral  feeling 
of  the  cuiintry.  Of  the  writer  of  this  communication,  I 
have  very  littlu  persiiiuil  knuv\ ledge;  but  he  has  the  most 
^e^peclIlllie  testimon-alit  of  his  good  character  and  con- 
duct; and,  1  nm  infiinmd,  lias  lic-en  favonihly  known  as 
the  editor  of  a  journal  in  New  York  friendly  to  the  pre- 
sintadministrittioii  of  the  Government.  For  myself,  I  do 
not  doubt  the  vci  ity  of  Jiis  statement,  Rud  I  submit  it, 
without  cnmmeiit,  to  those  who  desire  information  on  the 
mutters  to  which  it  relates. 

Mr.  Pics  dent,  in  addition  In  the  tiiibnikcn  current  of 
lestimony  to  which  J  have  alrea;ly  adverted,  showing 
ml;^tc!early  the  foul  means  employed  by  the  late  Secreta- 
ry of  State  to  appvopriute  the  name  and  well-earned  fame 
of  Geneml  .lackson  to  the  ndvaiicemeiit  of  his  own  am- 
bitious projects,  and  to  ovei  throw  all  who  obstructed  his 
path  to  political  power,  I  feel  it  to  be  iny  duty  to  give  to 
the  Senate  the  sub.ttance  of  a  conversation  which  took 
place  betwicn  the  Pres:dcnt  aiid  a  member  of  Ms  late 
i:Bbinet,  siinullant  oualy  witli  its  dissolution.  Sir,  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  vlio  made  the  statement  of  this 
nitirview  is  too  fir  above  susp  c  on  to  need  from  me  the 
eulogy  wh  ch  his  chamcler,  public  and  private,  so  justly 
merits.  His  ejection  fiom  kbtalioii  which  he  did  not  seek, 
the  duties  of  uliich  he  discharged  with  so  much  credit  to 
Inmself  and  advantage  to  his  country,  is  a  melancholy  evi- 
dence of  the  frailty  of  pulilicul  fi-ieiidslnps,  when  assailed 
by  tlie  ruttiless  iiitr'giics  i  f  an  ambitious  aspirant.  But, 
sir,  the  frowns  of  a  delinquent  friend,  clothed  with  the 
p:inoply  of  power,  are  impotent  and  harmless,  when  the 
intended  v.ci.ni  is  protected  by  the  mild  radiance  of  vir- 
tue, and  the  shield  of  imperishable  honor.  The  President 
incited  this  gentleman  lo  a  private  audience,  for  the  pur- 
est of  making  known  lo  him  tlic  new  arrangements  on 
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which  he  bad  determined.  He  conuneoced  with  kn 
air  of  diplonutte  cMition  uid  etudied  preciiion.  **  Sir, 
I  Mibmit  to  you  two  letters,  which  I  have  received  from  tlie 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  reMg^ninff 
their  respective  offices,  and  a>k  for  tliem  your  seriouB 
consideration."  "  Sir,"  replied  the  astonished  SecreUr>-, 
"  1  am  a  plain  man,  and  your  friend.  Our  intercourse 
has  been  of  long  duration,  and  you  know  that  diplomacy 
is  no  part  of  my  character  or  your*.  Be  so  good,  there- 
fore, as  to  tell  me,  frankly,  wh»t  you  intend,  and  what 
yiHi  denre  of  me."  ^''tlien,  sir,  I  will  inform  you 
that  1  mean  to  reorganize  my  cabinet."  "Very  well, 
air,  1  hope  you  will  profit  by  the  change.  I  have 
not  been  your  friend  for  the  sake  of  odice,  and  1 
wish  only  to  be  informed  whether  my  conduct  while  in 
your  cabinet  waa  satisfactory  to  you."  "Sir,"  said  the 
President,  "1  have  no  fiuilt  to  find  with  you."  "With 
tliii  aminnce,"  said  the  Secretary,  •*l  am  contented;  but 
i^ow  me  to  inquire  who  is  to  be  your  Secretary  of  Sute  " 
"Mr.  Livingston,"  was  the  reply.  "Who  is  to  take  the 
Treasury  Department?"  "  Mr.  UcLane,  now  minister  in 
Eng\anil."  "  Who  will  occupy  the  Navy  Department^' 
"Mr.  Wootlbury."  "And  pray,  air,  who  is  to  replace 
Mr.  McLane  in  England."  "Mr.  Van  Burcu."  And  so 
the  conversation  ended. 

The  inference  which  is  inseparable  from  tbese  disclu- 
nircB  murt  be  obvious  to  every  man  whose  mind  is  in 
search  of  truth,  and  whose  judgment  is  free  from  the 
"  malign  influence*'  of  prejudice. 

The  finger  ofa  disciplined  intriguer  is  visible  in  all  the 
various  etlurts  made  to  dismiss  particular  members  of  the 
cabinet,  from  an  early  period  after  the  inauguration  of 
tieneraljackson,  until  it  was  efiected  in  1S31.  The  ob- 
ject cannot  be  mistakent  and  at  this  day  the  managers 
scarcely  attempt  to  conceal  their  fixed  purpoic  of  desig- 
nating Mr.  Van  Bureii  as  tlie  succesior  of  tlic  present 
Chief  Ma^trate,  "  nokru  vokntf**  as  they  are  pleased  to 
express  it.  Sir,  on  what  data  can  we  reconcile  the  prompt 
and  unhesitating  answer  given  by  the  President  to  each 
inquiry  relating  to  the  individuals  who  were  to  compose 
the  new  cabinet,  other  tlian  a  preconcerted  and  explicit 
arrangement,  formed  on  mature  deliberation,  and  a  free 
ami  full  consultation  with  tliose  whose  patitical  opinions 
he  was  accustomed  to  uke  on  all  subjects  of  grtat  and 
absorbing  interest  to  the  country? 

Is  not  the  fact  as  distinctly  known  to  every  one  acquaint- 
ed with  the  political  movements  at  the  seat  of  the  National 
Government,  as  any  on  record,  tiiat,  for  more  than  a  year 
preceding  the  rupture  of  the  Ute  cabinet,  oo  consultations 
were  held,  and  but  a  formal  intercourse  kept  up  between 
the  President  and  tliree  of  his  cunstitutionai  advisers?  it 
cannot,  and  1  presume  will  not,  be  denied,  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  had  so  mani^ed  as  to  occupy  Uie  first 
place  in  the  confidence  and  attections  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. Tlie  only  rationul  conclusion,  therefore,  to  winch 
lean  bring  my  niind,nfter  a  careful  and  impartial  cxamina- 
liun  of  this  wliolc  subject,  is,  that  the  Secretary  of  State, 
prior  to  his  own  voluntary  resignation,  had  not  onlyascer- 
tained  tliat  a  general  sweep  was  to  be  made  of  all  those 
whose  influence  hu  dreaded,  and  who  could  not  he  induced 
**to  bend  the  knee  to  Baal,"  but  had  organized  a  iiew 
cablnet,  and  "  though  hut,  not  Icabt,"  hod  taken  especial 
care  to  open  an  avenue  through  which  he  might  witli  safe- 
ty retreat,  and  plant  himself  in  a  situation  stiLi  more  com- 
manding in  the  public  eye,  and  better  calculated  to  acce- 
lerate the  consummation  of  liis  ulterior  purposes.  "  Who 
is  to  replace  Mr-  McLane  in  England?"  "  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren."  Sir,  the  time  at  which  tins  declaration  waa  made  is 
very  remarkablei  it  preceded  tlie  publication  of  the  mo- 
dest diplomatic  letter  of  resignation,  in  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  attempts  to  mystify  the  causes  which  had 
operated  on  his  mind,  hi  surrendering  the  high  trust  to 
wliich  he  liad  been  call^'d  by  the  Presulent.    Ue  artfully 


seeks,  in  that  anomalous  commniucatioa,  to  eicitc  tk 
sympathicfl  4^  the  American  people  by  pretemied  mH- 
immobtion  at  the  shrine  of  pure,  diMnterested  patriotiia. 
He  retired  to  the  shades  of  private  life,  to  diaentsn^tbe 
administration  of  President  Jackson,  and  to  mtorc  hir. 
raony  in  his  councils!  No  sinister  motive  lingcreil  ia  the 
mind  of  the  unbought  patriot — no  misNon  to  London  ii 
the  vista— but  the  noble  sacrifice  ia  magnanimously  oSn- 
;ed  up  on  tlie  iJtar  of  public  good ,  with  the  reservatioo  o( 
such  future  rewards  as  a  grateful  people  might  batav  <m 
one  whose  merits  could  only  be  excelled  by  the  puiitj  of 
his  intentions!  Sir,  would  it  be  credited  by  a  virtuoutud 
enlightened  people,  that,  at  the  very  moment  wbenthnc 
high-souled  sentiments  and  patriotic  profesiions  were  un- 
hlushingly  thrown  before  the  world,  the  indiridu^  vlw 
appropriated  them  to  himself  held  the  gullanty  that,  in 
heu  of  .the  ofBce  which  he  resigned,  he  should  ibrtlisiih 
be  created  envoy  extnundina^  and  nuiuster  plein|Mi» 
tiary  to  the  court  of  St.  James?  And  yet  the  net  h  cms- 
blished  by  the  conversation  I  have  quoted,  and  stmndf  i 
fM>rroborated  by  the  letter  of  the  PresidenC  in  «hidi  v  | 
reluctandy  accepts  the  resignation. 

Mr.  Prendent,  1  can  view  this  nomination  io  no  tAa 
light  tlian  the  result  of  a  systematic  cotirce  of  pobiiol  i 
gambling  and  intrigue,  originating  in  personal  atnbitiw!, 
and  prosecuted  with  unrelenting  (wtracism  and  proacnp- 
tion  on  every  high-minded  statesman  in  the  natioo  who  rt* 
fused  to  subscribe  to  the  articles  of  fiuth  dictated  by  tin 
nominee,  and  prescribed  as  a  test  by  which  the  patrom^ 
of  the  Government  should  be  dispensed  throughout  thi) 
widely  extended  country.  The  succession  to  the  Vks- 
(leiitial  chair  must  be  secured  to  this  court  farontr,  uid 
the  means  to  accomplish  this  end  were  placed  at  hii  dis- 
posal. Under  tbese  impressions,  I  should  be  guilty  oft 
gross  dereliction  of  du^  to  the  President,  and  my  on 
conscience,  by  advinng  and  consenting  to  this  nonunitiitt- 
I  beg  to  be  informed  of  the  necessity  of  so  muchhute  is 
despatcliing  a  minister  to  London.  No  negotialioin  wen 
pending  which  required  the  presence  of  a  minister,  ciih 
full  powers,  at  that  court.  England  was  represented  here 
by  a  charge  d'affaires.  We  had  a  diplomatic  agent  tbat 
of  equal  gradet  and  surely  the  relations  between  tbc  tv» 
nations  mi^ht  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  this  equiti- 
ble  condition  until  the  annual  meeting  of  Congrev,  ttt" 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  could  have  becnuk- 
ed  before  the  public  chest  bad  been  opened  for  the  oolii 
and  salary  of  a  minister. 

I'he  eircumstances  connected  with  this  unnecesurr  pre- 
cipitancy render  it  obnoxious  to  the  strongest  objectitHi^ 
and  warrant  the  conclusion  that  it  waa  designed  tole- 
rate on  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  their  delibeiatioDS  «a 
this  nominatitHi.  I  cannot  subject  my  opinions  to  tbecin- 
trol  of  a  premature  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Esecn- 
tive.  Sir,  I  am  aware  that,  for  this  independent  cxerciK 
of  my  best  judgment,  I  shall  he  denounced  by  llicprcsiu 
the  partisan  of  a  competitor  for  the  Presidential  cbair.  I 
spurn  the  imputation.  At  my  time  of  life  I  have  nothiif 
lo  hope  from  the  smiles,  still  less  to  fear  from  the  froTU 
of  any  man  in  power.  1  honor  the  man  whose  heart  it 
puret  whose  actions  through  life  exhibit  lucid  proofilxt 
he  is  honest  in  the  cause  of  human  Ubertyi  but  when  Im 
invoked  to  give  my  sanction  to  dark  intrigue,  pclitical  w- 
nagi-'ment,  and  corruption,  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  ll^^^ 
displeasure  of  "those  who  feel  power  and  forget  r^tt 
I  will  fearle^y  and  &ithfully  discharge  the  trust  tepow 
in  me  by  my  country,  by  a  firm  vindication  of  the  nww 
feeling  of  the  people  who  compose  this  young  andgiga^ 
tic  rtpublic.  1  will  reprove  and  correct  die  influence  « 
vice,  by  inflicting  merited  cEustisement  on  all  wlM>peIp^ 
trate  it. 

[ilr.  FORSYTH  makes  no  apology  for  the  rough  Aei''' 
he  presents  of  the  remarks  made  by  him  in  tlie  sccrclfe*- 
sions  of  the  Senate  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Brres. 
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The  speeches  against  a  nomination  having  been,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  this  Government,  thrown  before 
the  people,  it  ia  clue  to  the  person  assailed,  that  what  was 
sug^sted  on  the  other  side  should  be  known.  Mr.  F.  it 
well  aware  that,  in  executing  his  part  of  this  duty,  he  has 
done  justice  neither  to  the  Bubject  nor  to  hiinsclf] 

I  regret,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  Senator 
from  Misausippi  [Mr.  Pdittdkxtkh]  has  been  so  long  ab- 
sent from  his  seat,  not  only  because  he  ha>  been  uiflvring 
pain,  but  because,  had  he  been  here,  he  coidd  have  escap- 
ed the  commission  uf  numerous  errors  into  whicti  he  has 
been  led.  The  friends  of  Mr,  Van  Buren  have  not  ob- 
structed inquiry  into  his  conduct;  they  have  challenged 
investigation,  oUered  it  in  every  and  any  form  consistent 
with  the  obligations  of  the  Senateto  its  own  character.  The 
Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Uolxbs]  shrunk  from  his  own 
resolution.  It  wm  laidaslde  bjr  the  votra  of  those  uppoi- 
cdf  contrary  to  tberotea  and  wishes  of  tite  friends  of  those 
friendly  to  the  nomination.  Thut  Senator  was  distinctly 
invited  by  one  of  the  Senators  of  New  York  [Mr.  Minei] 
to  specify  any  act  dislmntirable  to  the  character  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  a  pledge  given  that  tlie  inquiry  into  it 
should  be  made  in  the  amplest  jnajinef  by  a  committee 
having  all  the  powers  necessary  to  Uie  establishment  of 
truth.  The  Senator  from  Maine  was  distinctly  told  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hatme,]  on  wliat  terms 
he  could  command  his  vote.  lie  was  totd  to  cover  the 
^ound  indicated,  by  proof,  and  he  would  Join  In  the  con- 
demnation of  tlie  choice  of  the  President  The  Senator 
from  Maine  deliberated  on  this  olfer,  and,  afler  dehbera- 
(ion,  abandoned  his  resolution,  leaving  all  to  grope  their 
way  to  a  conclusion,  as  accident  or  prejudice  might  direct 
them.  A  promise  was  made  that  he  should  hare  a  com- 
mittee if  he  would  venture  upon  it,  and  the  offer  was 
deliberately  and  most  unequivocally  declined.  Yet,  after 
nil  this,  at  this  eleventh  hour,  the  Senator  from  Misiiijssippi 
says,  if  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  solicit  a  commit- 
tee, he  will  give  us  wliat  he  has  collected,  while  confined 
to  his  sick  chamber,  and  on  which  his  own  opinion  is 
formed;  and  if  the  committee  is  not  raised,  he  will,  with 
this  matter  in  his  pocket,  vote  against  the  nomination,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  morality  of  the  nation,  endangered 
hy  the  bestowal  of  a  new  .office  on  a  gambling  politician. 

As  the  friend,  personal  and  political,  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren, 
I  reject  the  liberal  offer  of  the  Senator,  in  defiance  of  his 
threatened  negative  upon  the  nomination.    Let  him,  unite 
with  those  why,  like  him,  are  so  anxious  to  preserve  the 
morality  of  the  country  by  rejecting  a  man  whose  moat 
odious  crime  is  his  rising  popularity  and  transcendent  abi~ 
lity.    Tlie  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  not  de^^rade  lilra 
hy  asking  acommittee  to  free  him  from  the  suspicions  en- 
^ndcrcdin  the  Senator's  mind,  in  lus  search  anercorrect 
iiiformation  from  sources  within  his  re*cb.    Ills  charac- 
ter wants  nosuch  justification.    Does  the  gentleman  wish 
to  justify  his  vote?   Let  him  propose  a  committeei  he 
shall  have  our  concurrence.  Doeshedesire  to  convince  the 
Senate?    Let  him  produce  the  private  source.  Informa- 
tion which,  I  venture  to  say,  like  the  only  one  he  speaks 
of  openly,  is  worthless  in  iha  eye  of  any  man  who  is  oot 
so  embittered  by  prejudice  that  he  cannotsee  truth.  This 
letter,  byaformer  partisan,  a  paltry  editorof  a  paltry-  news- 
paper, and  to  prove  what?   That  Mr.  Van  Buren  said  that 
the  late  cabinet  was  dissolved  by  tlie  conspiracy  of  the  Vice 
President  to  drive  Major  Eaton  from  tlie  cabinet,  and  that 
he  withdrew  to  escape  tlie  consequences  of  the  dissolution. 
Sir,  Mr.  Van  Buren  tiolds  no  such  conversations  with  per> 
sons  who  were  once  Us  partisans,  and  now  his  enemies. 

But,  supposing  he  had  declared^  or  does  entertain,  tlie 
opinion  imputed  to  him:  Is  it  a  crime  which  disqualifies 
him  for  a. high  office,  that  he  believes  the  charge  made 
nnd  soughtto  be  established  by  the  late  Secretary  of  War? 
If  such  be  the  Senator!s  opinion,  c:an  he  tell  us  how  far  the 
cxclunon  extends?  The  Senator's  letter  story  is  contra- 
Tu.  Vm.— 85 


I  dieted  by  his  previouily  expressed  opinion.  What,  sir, 
^  the  most  artful  man  in  the  worid  proclaim  to  a  paltry  edi- 
tor that  he  acted  in  the  manner  indicated,  to  escape  the 
storm  consequent  on  the  dissolution  of  the  cabinet!  If  it 
had  been  truej  if  such  had  been  his  motive,  he  would  have 
sought  to  conceal  it  from  himself.  No  degree  of  con5- 
dential  intimacy  could  have  tempted  an  artful  intriguer  to 
such  a  disclosure.  The  story,  if  true,  proves  a  man,  whose 
extraordinary  prudence,  under  all  circumstances,  through 
a  long  life  in  the  stormy  politics  of  a  vexed  and  turbulent 
State,  has  gained  himtlie  confidence  of  his  friends,  and  call- 
ed down  upon  him  th«  charge  of  consummate  artifice  from 
his  enemies,  to  be  auUy  driveUer!  a  simpleton,  opening 
his  budget  of  petty  motives  to  one  whose  trade  was  to 
thrive  by  making  himself  important  by  confidential  and 
omcular  disclosures  in  his  unknown  journal! 

Mr.  Van  Buren  stands  in  a  strange  condition  befiffc  usi 
from  tlie  beginning  of  this  administratioD,  before  he  came 
to  the  post  assigned  to  him,  imtil  the  present  hour,  he  is 
held  accountablt-,  by  a  certain  description  of  political  men 
in  this  country,  for  all  tile  evil  that  has  been  done,  andall 
the  good  that  has  been  omitted. 

Now,  sir,  if  he  is  accountable  for  every  thing.  If  his 
hand  is  to  be  tiaced  every  where,  let  him  have  credit  for 
the  good  that  has,  tuid  the  evil  that  has  not,  been  done. 
Balance  the  account  of  the  admitted  good  and  evil  imput- 
ed, and  the  result  will  fill  the  heart*  of  bis  enemies  wltit 
the  bitterest  disappointment.  But,  mr,  this  !■  not  the 
justice  intended  fur  him.  He  Is  responsible  for  all  Uiat  is 
complained  of.  Let  us  see  the  Senator  from  Misnsuppi 
[Mr.  PoixnsxTxa's]  catalogue.  Thece  were  no  cabinet 
councils.  Did  tlie  country  suffer  from  this  failure  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  late  administrations,  fnnn  this  adher- 
ence to  the  example  of  General  Washington?  But  there 
was  one  cabinet  council  called  to  sit  on  a  lady's  reputation. 
Indi:cd:  and  this  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  also  answerable  for; 
and  is  it  true,  sir,  that  the  honorable  members  of  the  late 
cabinet,  who  remained  so  tranquilly  at  their  posts,  eiyoy- 
Ingall  their emolumentsand honors witli  becoming  grati- 
fication, auff'ercd  themselves  to  be  deprived  of  tbdr 
accuRtomcd  r^hts  of  a  seat  and  voice  at  Ibe  counol  board 
of  doliberatlom  on  great  matters  of  vital  interest  to 
the  public,  and  yet  obeved  the  beck  and  call  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  to  «t  uponaUdy'a reputation!  Of  whatttufT 
were  they  made,  that  they  wl  not  distinctlj"  ascertain  if, 
this  restriction  of  claimed  right,  and  this  inaultiAg  call 
upon  them  to  step  out  of  their  appropriate  spheres,  was 
the  work  of  Mr.  Van. Buren,  or  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent' If  the  first,  why  did  they  not  demand  his  dismis- 
sion, and,  if  refused*  indignantly  throw  their  commissions 
in  the  teeth  of  the  Chief  Magistrate? 

The  onutted  cabinet  councUs,  and  the  single  csU,  were 
no  such  dreadful  offences  until  obliged  to  foRow  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  example,  and  rengn.  The  history  of  the  last  year 
estabhshes  the  wisdom  of  the  Preudent  in  calling  no  cabi- 
net council  to  deliberate,  as  there  could  have  been  no  har- 
mony in  their  consultations;  and  on  the  ungle  question  aa^ 
to  have  been  submitted,  the  ex-cabinet  have  abown  them- 
selves incompetent  to  decide.  He  is  not  coimwtent  to 
decide  on  a  lady's  reputation,  who  throws  out  of  view,  on 
the  question  ofbow  she  ahoidd  be  treated,  her  guilt  or  in- 
nocence. I  will  not  condescend  further  to  refer  to  the  tnudi 
with  which  the  public  presses  have  been  loaded  and  pollut- 
ed for  months;  and  unwss  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  has 
better  evidence  than  the  public  has  yet  seen,  the  ht^e 
implicating  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  disturbances  that  pre- 
ceded the  divolution  of  the  c^inet,  is  forltHn.  Let  ua 
see  the  next  orime  in  the  eat^ogue  of  the  Senator  from 
MisHs«ppi,[Mr.  PoiiTDBXTKa.]  Mr.  Van  Buren  intrigued 
the  dissoliltion  of  the  late  cabinet,  takin^r  care  previ- 
ously to  secure  a  safe  and  proniaeni  retreat  in  the  mianon 
to  England.  It  is  known  to  eveiT  well-informed  ipan  in 
tliis  District,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  liyiila  admirablo  tcm- 
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pert  his  concilUtinif  muinen,  mod  unwearied  exertions. 
Kept  the  odiiDct  together  long  after  iti  discordant  tnate- 
riaiB  were  ao  well  aacert^ned,  that  Hs  dlssolation,  sooner 
or  later,  wu  a  matter  of  commoD  apecuUtion.  Sir,  no- 
body doubted  tliat  the  parties  could  not  get  on  together, 
and  die  only  surprise  was  that  the  President  did  not 
proceed  to  restore  harmony  by  the  removal  of  those 
whose  disif^ements  produced  the  discord.  But  Mr- 
Van  Buren  had  ^e  unmnneled  effhmtery  to  rengn  on 
mal&TeB  of  delicacy  aaidoinntereatednesst  and  as  this  mode 
of  conduct  was -so  unusual,  it  has  excited  a  vast  deal  of  sur- 
mile  and  wonder.  The  Senator  front  Mississippi  [Mr. 
PoursarrsB]  has,  however.satisfactorily  to  himself,  solved 
the  mystery.  Mr.  Van  Buren  arranged  himself  into  a 
pmninent  place  before  he  resigned,  and  a  new  cabinet 
to  suit  his  ambitious  views.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  proof  of 
this  preconcerted  arrai^mentfor  bis  accommodation  and 
dieTBtion.  The  Prendent  told  aomebody,  who  was  a  late 
Becretiuy,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  to  go  to  England,  and 
named  to  him  the  Becretariea  who  were  to  come  in;  but 
this  was  after  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  resigned.  In  the  in- 
terview, it  is  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Van  Buren's  tetter  of 
reugnation  was  handed  to  this  volunteer  repeater  of  confi- 
dential fxtnversation  with  the  Chief  Magistrate.  But  the 
Senator  says  it  was  before  the  letter  was  published: 
thence  he  concludea  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  made  a  cat's 
pkwofthePreiident,  for  the  promotion ofhia'own  views: 
a  most  Ic^ikal  inference  truly!  And  this  new  cabinet  ar- 
ranged tofurther  Mr.  VanBuren'sunholy  ambition!  Isthere 
aman,  woman,  or  child  in  the  country,  who  does  not  know 
and  feel  that  the  chang^ias  been  beneficial  to  the  public; 
thatthereisnow  more  strength,  more  virtue,  and  more  har- 
mony, than  there  was  before  f  Is  there  any  man  who  will 
faatttd  Ua  reputation  by  asserting  that  the  present  Secre- 
tviea  are  capable  of  being  made  the  instruments  of  any 
man's  ambhion,  or  so  subject  to  the  undue  bias  of  indivi- 
dual influence  as  the  Ifcte.'  Partisans  are  not  substitut- 
ed for  pure,  divntereated  patriots;  and  let  me  say,  sir, 
that  mopt  partisans  have  gont  out  than  have  come  in. 
But  this  nuswon  to  Englana  was  not  sought  br  Mr.  Van 
Buren:  bis  friends  know  that  it  was  pressed  on  him  by  the 
President,  and  that  it  was  rehietantly  accepted  at  the 
earnest  aolieitationa  of  friends  who  wtre  satiined  it  would 
promote  hu  own  reputation,  and  redound  to  die  honor 
and  welbre  of  the  nation.  I  will  not  follow,  further,  the 
Senator's  lead.  Long  known  to  me  as  a  politician  and  as  a 
roan,  acting  together  in  the  hour  of  political  adversity, 
when  we  had  lost  all  but  our  honor — a  witness  of  his  move- 
ments when  elevated  to  power,  and  in  the  possession  of 
the  confidence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people,  I  have  never  witnessed  augiit  in 
Mr.  Van  Buren  which  requires  concealment,  palliation, 
or  coloriiw^— never  any  thing  to  lenBenhiscbatacter  as  a 
patriot  ana  as  a  man — nothing  which  he  might  not  desire 
to  see  exposed  to  the  scrutiny  of  every  member  of  this 
body  with  tlie  calm  confidence  of  unsullied  integrity.  He 
is  called  an  artful  man — a  ^ant  of  artifice — a  wily  magi- 
cian. From  whom  does  he  receive  these  opprobrious 
names?  From  open  enemies  and  pretended  friends.  In 
the  midst  of  all  the  charges  that  have  been  brought  against 
him,  in  shap«i  more  varying  than  those  of  Proteus,  and 
thick  as  the  autumnal  leaves  uutt  strew  the  vale  of  VaUm- 
brosa,  where  is  the  liilse  friend  or  malignant  enemy  that 
has  fixed  upon  him  one  didtunorable  or  degrading  act  *  If 
innocent  or  artifice,  if  governed  by  a  high  sense  df  honor, 
and  regulating  his  conduct  by  elevated  pnnciptes,  this  is  not 
wonderful ;  but  if  the  result  of  skill,  of  the  art  celart  artem, 
he  must  be  more  oumunng  Aan  the  devil  himaelf,  to  have 
thuv  avmded  the  snares  of  enemies  and  the  treachery  of 
pretended  friends. 

It  ii  not  possible,  sir,  that  he  should  have  escaped,  bad 
he  been  otherwise  than  pure.  Those  ^;norant  m  his  un- 
rivalled  knowledge  of  human  character,  his  power  of  pene* 


trating  into  the  derirns  and  delimUngtiie  pvrposei  ofhii 
adversaries,  seeing  his  rapid  advance  to  putilie  hooon 
and  popular  confidencif,  impute  to  art  wlut  ii  a  aitunl 
result  of  thordc  simple  causes.  Extnordinii^  tilenl,  »• 
tiring  industry,  incessant  vigilance,  the  happiest  temper, 
whicn  success  cannot  corrupt  qpr  disappomtment  lour; 
these  are  the  sources  of  hia  unexampled  success—the  migic 
arts — the  artifices  of  intrigue,  to  which  <m1y  be  baintnt- 
ed  m  bis  eveutfiil  life.  Those  who  envy  lusauGcai 
learn  wisdom  from  bis  example. 

Having  disposed  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Senator  ftta 
Htssisstppi,  let  me  advert  to  the  grounds  Dccu(»edb)'ilittle 
army  oiobjectiunson  the  other  side  of  thisctun^r.  Hot 
many  sacrificcsof  feeling  to  duty!  The  honorable  Senalm 
of  li^iryland,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Hasachtiaetts,  0^ 
and  Kentucky,  arc  constrained  by  duty  to  vote  igiinit  hit 


of  the  day.  And  what  u  the  dreadfiilpubfot 
he,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  has  committed  ?  Hear,  nr,  hear!  UeW 
degraded  tlie  country  by  giving  instructions  to  the  hie  in- 
ister  to  Great  Britain,  Mr.  HdLane,  about  the  WejtlD& 
trade.  What  instructions?  Canitbethoseonwhichtheict 
of  1830  passed — those  which  have  been  among  our  pnottd 
documents  for  these  twelve  months,  foAnii^  ptrt  of  Ik 
President's  communication  to  Congren,  of  Januaiy,  1S)1' 
Have  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  now  to 
at  the  pub^  degradat^i,  so  eager  to  punUi  the  sDtbwof 
this  national  diq^ce,  been  sleeping  at  their  pods-M 
one  to  cry  out  to  ring  the  alarm  at  the  dangers  to  vbich 
the  public  bonCr  was  exposed — no  one  to  interfere  to  pK- 
vent  the  United  States  n-om  bfcing  placed  at  the  footstoci 
of  the  Briti^  throne?  Quietly  witnessing  the  coiauB- 
roation  of  the  crime,  paanng  an  act  until  the  knowledge 
of  these  instructions,  to  secure  the  boon  whicb  tbc; 
now  see  was  begged  in  the  name  of  parQr  f^  tlKBn- 
tish  crown,  we  are  now  electrified  by  bursts  of  indign- 
tion  at  this  first  act  of  degradation  in  the  history  of  Aoien- 
can  diplomacy.  What  a  spectacle  is  here!  Uov  1dii;b 
it  since  he  who  was  tiie  instrument  to  bow  uadowDbtlon 
Great  Britain,  was  unanimously  confirmed  to  iff^'* 
honor  and  important  trust?  But  the  instrument  by 
he  was  ordered  to  act,  is  to  bear  the  punishment  tV 
author  of  the  instructions,  he  by  whom  they  were  gnUi 
is  too  high  to  be  reached  at  present;  the  antborof 
crime,  he  who  ordered  it,  escapes-^  wliocowoOii. 
by  order,  goes  frcej  he  who  conveys  the  order,  »nnt» 
for  both,  and  upon  his  head  fiills  all  the  indiipation « 
these  incensed  Senators,  acting  upon  public  grounds,  ua 
reluctantly  performing  a  puntul — painftil — duty! 

Well,  air,  to  this  degrHdati<m.  It  is  found  in  Uk  inArac- 
tions  to  Mr.  McX^nei  and,  to  make  out  their  csie,  the  k» 
orable  Senators  from  Massachusetts  and  Kennickf  bv« 
l^ven  U8  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  West  India  negwa- 
tion."  Both  brought  down  their  narratiresto  tlie  taiuiwt 
reply  of  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  given  during 
late  administration.  From  this  point,  both  these  hoosi- 
ble  Senators  found  it  convenient  to  sHde,  no,  ^,tol^F< 
over  all  intervening  events  to  the  inslructioia  to  lb- 
HcLane.  With  permission,  I  will  fill  up  tiiii  fttle 
portant  chasm.  *rhe  terms  of  the  British  act  of  Vis* 
ment  not  haring  been  accepted  by  the  United  Sbi^ 
American  vessels  were  excluded,  by  an  order  in  cowic4 
from  tiie  British  West  India  porta.  Why  this  ivfo^ 
interest  was  neglected,  we  have  been  just  told  by  the  &o* 
torfrom  Kentucky,  "the  late  adminiatratioD  were 'S""^ 
of  the  act  of  Parliament,  until  it  was  casually  setit  V 
them.'.*  "It  wainot  offieidly  commuucsited  bytbe Eng- 
lish Government  to  our  Government.  *•  •*  Even  wh»  ■* 
were  colonies,  we  were  not  hound  by  British  scti  of  W 
liament,  unless  specialty  named  in  them."  Indeed! 
possible  that  the  late  administtatioa  did  not  know  sn  iti « 
Parliament  affecting  hapbttant  intereiti?  Whett  rat  u 
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our  Mcredited  ministers  and  commercial  annts  in  Great 
Britain,  that  thia  Ooremment  was  not  inronned  of  this 
neanire;  known  toall  Europe,  and  taken  adTantage  of  by 
most  of  the  Powers  interest  in  it!  Bot  H  was  not  offi- 
cially comiminicated  to  ua.  Well,  wr,  was  it  officially 
communicated  to  any  other  Government,  interested  in  its 
contents  aa  we  weref 

_  The  British  Government,  I  apprehend,  would  have  con- 
sidered such  a  commimication  a  g^oss  reflection  upon  our 
accredited  s^nts.  It  would  have  compelled  them  to  say, 
in  effect,  we  communicate  to  you  an  act,  aupponng  yotur 
•(Cents  are  too  negligent  of  their  duty  to  send  it  to  you. 
What  were  our  ministers  and  agfenta  id)Oiit?  How  were  they 
employed,  that  they  did  not  send  to  their  Government 
this  jmportant  information? 

But  the  kst  excuse  is  worse  than  all.    Even  when  colo- 
nies, we  were  not  hound  by  acts  of  Parliament  in  which 
we  were  not  named  specially.    What  a  discovery !  and  it 
ia  concluded  from  tijia  wise  recollection,  that  we  are  not 
now  bound  to  take  notice  of  acts  of  Parlmment  not  spe- 
cially and  officially  communicated  to  aa.    I  imagine  we 
are  not  bound  by  them,  communicated  to  us  or  not,  but 
we  are  bound  to  know  all  those  touching  our  interest^  and 
any  administration  is  severely  reprehensible  for  ignorance 
of  them,  and  for  fitiling  to  attend  to  those  that  bear  injuri- 
ously upon  the  interests  of  the  people.    The  act  was,  how- 
ereri  at  kat  known;  and  when  Mr.  Gallatin  presented 
himself  to  negotiate,  with  instructions  to  waive  all  claims 
that  were  formerly  presented,  and  had  prevented  an  ar- 
rangement, he  was  tauntingly  told,  you  have  lost  your  day 
in  court — the  privilege,  the  boon  offered,  had  not  been  se- 
cured by  accepting  the  conditionsj  we  have  taken  our 
courscf  negotiation  is  not  our  plan.    Well,  sir,  what  said 
the  admiRtstration,  of  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  fonoed  a  part?   There  was  an  act  of  Congress, 
requiring,  on  the  shutting  of  the  British  West  India  ports 
a^inst  us,  an  interdict  by  proclamation.  Sm'arting  under 
this  Uunting  refusal  to  negotiate,  what  was  done?  The 
execution  of  an  act  of  Congress  positively  directing  the 
proclamation,  was  suspended  by  Executive  authority  fcr 
two  months  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  during 
the  whole  succeeding  aesMon,  to  see  if  Congress,  who  Sad 
been  prevented  the  preceding  session  Jrom  lepslating, 
the  administration  preferring  the  eclat  of  a  negotiation, 
could  not  legislate  the  Executive  out  of  the  difficulty  into 
which  he  had  placed  the  country  by  negligence,  or,  if 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  pleases,  ignorance  of  the  act 
of  Parliament.    We  all  know  how  that  effort  terminated. 
The  two  Houses  disagreed  about  the  mode  of  effecting 
the  purpose;  both,  however,  willing  to  take  the  privilege 
on  the  conditions  propiMed  by  Great  Britain. 

The  Senate  paaaed  a  bUh  the  Houae,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  amended  it,  and 
the  question  was,  whether  one  or  the  other  oblique  path 
should  be  trodden.  The  season  terminated  without  legis- 
lative enactment,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  procla- 
mation of  interdiction  was  issued.  Thus,  sir,  smarting 
under  the  taunt  of  the  British  minister,  our  administration 
left  the  whole  trade  in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  for  six 
or  eight  months,  sought  to  cover  itself  from  censure  by 
invoking legialstive  interpontion,  and  then  wascompelled 
to  act  on  the  suspended  statute.  The  interdict  being  pro- 
claimed, the  trade  stood  upon  the  very  advantageous  loot- 
ing, according  to  the  Senator's  judgment,  which  we  have 
lost  by  the  negotiation.  NotwtthsUnding  we  were  eiy  oy- 
ng-  such  eminent  advantages,  the  late  administration,  m 
ipite  of  the  taunt,  directed  Mr.  Gallatin  to  try  anun  to 
procure  what  is  now  disparaged,  by  opening  the  ooor  of 
le^tiation  after  it  had  been  shut  in  his  face.  He  was 
tgain  repulsed.  But  this  humiliation  was  not  enough.  Mr. 
Sarbour  was  sent  to  London,  and  he  too  had  hta  instrue- 
ions,  and  weat,  cap  in  hand,  knocUng  at  the  closed  door 
or  negotiation.  Sir,  he  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  British 


ministry  under  circumstances  humiliating  in  the  extreme. 
If  a  gentlenAn  should  go  a  second  time  to  a  hooset  the 
proprietor  of  wUch,  speaking  from  his  window,  had  d^eet> 
ed  bis  porter  to  deny  him  to  the  visiter,  his  visit  would  haTe 
beensomewhatlikcHr.  Barbour's  second  call.  Yes,8ir{yet 
the  humiliation  was  vain;  the  second  as  fruitless  aa  the  flrst. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  this  question  when  General 
Jackson  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  country.  One  of 
the  first  objects  of  his  administration  was  the  recovery  of 
the  British  West  India  trade,  an  arrangement  of  it  upon 
terms  of  just  reeiproci^,  aatiafiutDiy  to  both  parties^  and, 
therefore,  promiring  to  be  permanent.  Mr.  McLane  was 
selected  to  go  to  England,  and  these  much  abused  instruc- 
tions prepared  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State.  Let  it  be 
remembered,  nr,  these  are  instructions  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  the  American  minister,  never  in- 
tended for  the  eye  of  the  Briti^  Government,  and  which, 
in  no  countiT  but  ours,  would  ever  have  seen  the  1^*' 

The  openmg  of  this  negotiation  was  the  chief  dimcul^. 
To  remove  it,  two  grounds  «re  taken.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  our  refiisal  to  accede  to  die  tenos  of  die 
act  of  Parliament  was  made  til*  cnmnd  of  refiimg  to  trest 
with  Mr.  Oaltetin  and  Mr.  BattHWr,  both  of  whom  went 
prepared  to  oflTer  an  arrangement  by  reciproeal  le^rialion, 
Uking  the  act  of  Parliament  aa  the  Brrtiah  le||ialation.  To 
obviate  the  difficulty,  after  a  Wr  and  full  history  of  the 
transaction,  these  stiggestionsarepreaented  to  Mr-  McLane^ 
to  be  pressed,  so  far  aa  he  might  deem  it  useful  and  pro- 
per so  to  do.  If  the  British  perwst  in  refusing  to  hearyou 
on  this  subject,  remind  them  of  the  circumstances  that 
have  occurred)  of  the  difference  of  opinion  amon^  our- 
selves on  it;  of  the  abandonment  by  the  administration  of 
those  pretences  that  had  prevented  an  adjustment  of  it; 
that  they  are  not  to  be  again  brought  forward;  that  the 
past  administration  was  not  amenable  to  the  British  G<^ 
vemment,  nor  to  any  other  than  the  fMople  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  passed  upon  all  their  acts.  Say  to  the 
British,  if  it  makes  pretensions  formerly  advanced  the 
pretext  for  still  declining  to  negotiate,  the  sensibility  of 
the  Americart  people  will  be  deeply  awakened;  that  the 
tone  of  public  feefing,  by  a  course  so  unwise  and  untena- 
ble, will  be  ag^vated  by  the  known  fact  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  opened  her  colonial  ports  to  Ruana  and  Frane^ 
notwithstanding  a  similar  omission  on  their  parts  to  accede 
in  time  to  the  terms  offered  br  tfie  act  of  ParUament. 
And  this,  sir,  is  represented  aa  toe  lai4V<4f«  of  entreaty, 
as  the  begging  of  a  boon.  Hus  menace  of  tiie  public  in- 
dignation; this  declaration  that  the  late  adnunistratlon  was 
neither  to  be  censured  nor  praised  by  foreign  nations;  was 
amenable  for  their  conduct  to  no  ewthly  tribunal  but  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  is  tortured  into  a  claim  of 
prinleges,  on  party  grounds,  for  party  purpoae^  ud  asa 
disgracefij  attempt  to  throw  upon  a  previcHis  adndniAv^ 
tion  unmerited  di^^racie,  fbrtiw  sake  of  currying  favor  tnffh 
a  foreign  Power,  and  that  Power,  of  all  others.  Great  Bri- 
tain. Great  Britain  could  not  resist  this  fVank,  and  open, 
and  manly  appeal.  Committed  by  their  concession  in  fii- 
vor  of  France  and  Rusua,  and  the  ministry  lUstinctly  told 
by  Mr.  McLane  that  he  would  not  remun  if  they  declined 
negotiation,  or  placed  their  reiVis^  upon  any  other  ground 
than  an  open  declaration  diat  th«r  interests  could  nut  per- 
mit them  to  enter  into  a  reoprocal  engagement  witti  the 
United  States,  the  Enriiah  cabinet  reluctantly  yielded;and 
then  came  the  most  odious  feature  in  this  transaction,  that 
which  has  sharpened  the  intellect  of  the  orppoution,  to  dis- 
cover dishonor  in  truth,  and  a  want  of  dignity  in  a  frank 
expontion  of  fitcts— its  crowning  success.  Mr.  McLane 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  under  General  Jackson,  succeeded 
in  effecting  an  object  of  public  sitlidtude,  that  Mr. 
.^ams,  and  Mr.  fUa^and  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Barbour, 
could  not  obtain.  The  country  was  humiliated  by  die 
preceding  administration,  without  snccesst  hence  the 
duufe  againat  Mr.  Tan  Bureni  hence  the  orcrrhthidvg 
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RDxietj  to  prore  that  the  AKcesa  of  the  Ute  negotiation 
haa  been  purcbaaed  by  humiliation.  The  Biitish  cabinet 
deaired  not  to  make  the  arran^ment;  it  interfered  witli 
great  local  interesta,  and  if  they  could,  without  a  manifest 
ud  uojuat  dittinction  to  our  prejudice,  they  would  have 
decKnea  adoiitting  the  United  Statea  to  uie  privileges 
emited  to  the  other  nujithne  Powen.  Not  satisfied  with 
BM  condemnation  of  Mr.  Vao  Huren*smgtructiens,tlie  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky  attempts  to  show  us,  by  referring  to 
another  letter  of  instructions,  how  lUs  affair  should  have 
been  conducted,  consistsntly  with  hia  ideas  of  national  honor 
and  dimity.  The  letter  from  which  he  lias  read  to  the 
Senate  extracts,  is,  I  think,  si^ed  H.  Clay.  Will  the 
Senator  tell  us  who  is  responsible  for  it?  If  he  is,  then  he 
exhibits  himself  in  the  uncular  position  of  a  man  triumph- 
uitljr  eontraating the  woml  of  bis  own  hands  with. that 
of  a  rival  author.  The  Senator  knows  that  Uwre  were 
two  other  instructions,  written  by  himself,  of  a  subsequent 
date,  one  to  Mr.  GaUatin,  after  Confpresa  failed  to  le^s- 
late.  and  another  to  Governor  Barbour,  neither  of  which 
ia  before  us,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  contrasted  witli  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  work.  I  am  content  to  abide  by  the  result 
of  a  contrut  of  the  instnietions  he  has  condemned  with 
those  be  baa  quoted. 

Let  us  see  now  the  genfleman'a  letter  will  stand  the  test 
of  examination.  Mr.  GaUatin,  he  says,  was  not  instructed 
to  abandon  a  right;  we  were  to  be  at  liberty  at  a  more 
convenient  season  to  resume  it.  Mr.  Gallatin  was  to  give  a 
strong*  proof  of  our  desire  to  conciliate  by  a  temporary  con- 
cession of  what  we  had  previously  claimed  throughout  tlie 
whde  negotiation.  Was  Mr.  Gallatin  instnicted  to  say 
to  the  British  Goremmentt  this  is  a  tempora^  concession  ? 
No,  nr,  he  waa  authotized  to  waive  the  claim,  and  make 
an  arrangement  on  tiie  British  basis.  Put  this  into  plain 
language,  and  what  was  it.'  Strip  it  of  its  ^lomatic  dra- 
pery and  verbiage,  and  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  tlian 
an  abandonment  of  a  pretension  wluch,  though  we  bad 
supported  by  aigumen^  we  were  resolved  not  to  enforce 
by  power.  Sir,  this  covering  up  of  a  plain  truth  is  the 
common  trick  of  diplomacy;  it  deceives  no  onet  and  had 
Mr.  Gallatin  presented  these  conciltatoiy  concesnons,  tliey 
must  have  been  received  as  a  virtual  and  total  abandon- 
ment of  our  pretenMona.  The  honeyed  words  of  right, 
waived  from .  a  conciliatory  spirit,  and  with  the  hope  of 
corresponding  friendly  dispositions,  would  have  been  re- 
ceived with  a  sneer,  lurking  in  the  official — artificial  smile 

of  a  thorough  bred  diplomatist.    Tlie  Senator  innsts, 

however,  it  was  a  r^t,  and  not  a  pretennon.  If  it  was 
a  right,  why  was  it  waived  or  surrendered?  For  concilia- 
tion sake.  Why,  sir,  we  were  the  offended  party;  Eng- 
land had  taunted  us;  England  had  refused  once,  twice, 
^thrice,  to  negotiate,  and  yet  to  conciliate  England  we 
were  wuving  a  well  grounded  right!  For  what  purpose 
were  we  thua  conciliating?  To  placethe  trade  on  its  pre- 
sent footing,  to  the  great  injuiy  of  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Such  is  the  view  now 
taken  by  several  honorable  Senators  who  have  favored  us 
vidi  thor  opinion  on  this  subject.  The  present  adminis- 
tration, wuved  no  right  for  condliation  sake,  sacriticed  no 
prindple.  Itstood  upon  tiie  truth,  and  the  truth  only;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  custom  of  others,  and  the  ordinary 
usages  of  diplomacy,  the  administration  was  right.  Nations 
fold  themselves  in  the  robcaof  falsehood,  and  swell  and 
strut  in  vain — to  preserve  an  air  of  dignity  and  decorum. 
No  nation  ever  was  just  to  its  own  character^  or  p^eser^-ed 
its  dignity,  that  did  not  sUnd  at  all  times  before  the  world 
in  the  sober  and  simple  garb  of  truth.  Sir,  the  character 
of  our  diplomacy  has  undergone  a  marked  change;  we 
are  no  longer  pretenders  to  skill  and  artifice ;  all  our  wiles 
are  facts  and  Vcasons,  all  our  artifice  truth  and  justice. 
TKe  honorable  Senator  tells  us  that  this  instruction  is  false, 
or  else  it.  proves  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  have  been  criminally 
ignorant  of  what  it  was  his  duty  to  know. 


How  does  he  make  this  appear?  He  alleges  that  Mr. 
Van  llurun  charged  the  late  aaministration  with  being  the 
first  to  advance  tite  pretension  it  subsequently  abandoned; 
and  this  he  declares  ia  untrue,  the  pretension  was  aet  up 
before  the  late  administration  came  into  power.  Now, 
ur,  as  I  read  this  paragraph,  Mr.  Van  Buren  does  not 
chaige  the  late  administration  with  being  the  first  to  ad- 
vance tills  pretension.  Hie  Senate  will  recolletA  ttns  is 
a  letter  to  Mr.  HcLane,  whose  personal  knowledge  is  ap- 
pealed to,  and  who  must  have  understood  the  writer  ai 
alluding  to  a  fact  of  general  notoriety;  the  words  are 
"  those  who  first  advanced,"  ttc.  have  subsequently  aban- 
doned. Can  any  man  mistake  the  meanii^ — the  mean- 
ing perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  &ct?  The  preten- 
sion was  advanced  by  the  use  of  the  fiimouB  elsewhere  in 
our  act  of  Coi^rcss;  an  act  known  to  have  been  penned 
by  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  previously  occupied  the  ground 
covered  by  it,  in  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Rush.  It  was 
Ur.  Adams  who  first  advanced  and  abandoned  thisgrouwL 
The  credit  or  the  odium,  whichever  term  belongs  in  jus- 
tice to  the  act,  attaches  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  so  Mr.  McIjJie 
could  only  have  understood  it*  and  so  must  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  if  be  cxanunes  with  a  desire  to  widaMand 
it  in  the  spirit  of  the  author.  There  are  fXHwdentions 
connected  with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  if  I  deemed  it  consisteit 
with  his  honor,  that  I  couldpresent  to  those  that  Itearme, 
tliat  would  not  fiul  to  make  a  deep  impression  upon  their 
minds.  But  I  ask  no  remembrance  of  his  forbearance, 
no  recollection  of  bismagnaiiimtty.  I  appeal  to  no  one  to 
imitate  his  mildness,  and  cwrtesy,  and  kindness,  in  hisde- 
portment  here,  nor  to  judge  him  as  he  judged  hia  rivals  for 
mme  and  power.  I  demmd  for  him  nothii^  but  justice— 
lianh,  hami  justice. 

Mr.  CLAY  (in  reply  to  Mr.  FoaaTrn  and  other  gentle- 
men) observed  that  a  doctrine  had  been  advanced  much 
more  important  in  its  ctmsequcnces  than  the  nomination 
under  consideration.  It  had  been  maintained  Uiat  the 
instructions,  so  of^en  adverted  to,  were  tlie  President's 
instructions;  that  he  alone  was  responsible  for  them;  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  stood  in  no  manner  amenable 
on  account  of  tiiem.  This  doctrine  was  directly  at  war 
with  the  genius  of  all  our  institutions,  which  suppose  every 
public  functionary'  to  be  responsible  for  every  official  act 
he  performs.  ThisrespiHiubility  runs  through  our  eodrc 
system,  and  attaches  to  every  officer  of  Government, 
fi'om  tlie  highest  to  the  lapest.  If  the  President  sanctions 
iustructions  .emanating  from  the  l>epartiDent  at  State, 
undoubtedly  he  also  ia.re^Kmsible  for  tbemt  but  this  can- 
not screen  the  Secretary  of  State  from  his  share  of  the 
responsibility.  Is  not  the  Secretary  of  State  impeachable 
under  the  constitution  ?  Suppose  he  is  guilty  of  **  treason, 
bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanon,"  could 
he  not  be  impeached  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
tried,  and  convicted?  And  would  it  beany  defence  that 
the  crime  was  committed  by  the  command  of  a  Pre^dent' 
If  he  is  directed  to  perform  an  act  forbidden  by  law,  or  re- 
pugnant to  the  national  honor,  he  can  withhidil  his  aBaa- 
ture,  and  surrender  the  seals  of  office.  It  ia  remaiUile 
tiiat  it  appears  there  were  no  cabinet  coosultationa  wh«t 
these  instructions  were  ^ven;  and,  consequently,  Mr. 
Van  Buren'a  responsibility  was  greater.  1  hare  been 
asked  if  I  conudered  myself  liable  for  the  instruetioos 
which  I  gave,  in  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the 
President,  when  I  wasin  the  Department  ofStatc?  Uosi 
certamly.  I  never  gave  an  instruction,  or  prepared  a 
diplonuitic  note,  without  a  full  cimsctousiieai  of  the  k- 
sponsibility  under  which  I  acted. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  real  cause  of  the  cAijectiaD 
to  this  nomination  is  the  mort^cation  wluch  is  felt  at  the 
success  of  this  administration  in  recovering  the  colonial 
trade,  and  its  general  success  in  the  management  of  oar 
foreign  affair^  wlicn  contrasted  with  the  previous  admi- 
nistration,  Wilhrespectto  t|ie  value  of  the  cokHHaltnde, 
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under  tlie  arranifement*  which  has  been  made,  and  its 
effects  upon  our  navigation  and  commerce,  I  hope  tliat 
an  opportunity  tor  an  ample  discussion  of  them  will  occur, 
when  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  what  has  been 
done  U  decidedly  more  diaadvantageous  to  us  than  ttie 
previdu  state  of  that  trade.  But  what  u  the  vrange- 
ment?  There  is  no  treaty,  no  compact,  nothing^  obliga- 
tory upon  Great  Britain.  The  operation  of  an  act  of  the 
British  Parliament  has  been  umply  extended  to  our  in- 
tercourse with  the  British  colonies.  What  we  have  gotten 
proceeds  from,  tlie  breath  of  a  British  Parliament,  and 
the  same  breath  can  take  it  away  whenever  they  please. 
Let  us  look  at  the  other  vaunted  instances  of  the  diplomacy 
of  thia  administration.  The  readue  of  our  claims  on 
Denmark,  for  which  indemmty  was  not  obtained  under 
the  late  administration,  have  been  saUsfied.  But  Hr. 
IrVheaton  was  engaged  in  negotiations  respecting  tibem 
prior  to  the  termination  of  that  administration.  A  treaty 
IS  understood  to  have  been  made  with  Turkey.  But  the 
information  which  led  to  the  negotiation  w.i9  procured 
during  the  late  administration,  which  had  actually  com- 
menced a  negotiation,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
conducted  it  to  a  successful  concluuon,  ii  it  had  remained 
in  power.  A  treaty  has  been  «gned  and  concluded  with 
Austria  by  the  present  administration.  But  that  treaty,  I 
believe,  word  for  word,  was  negotiated  and  prepared  fbr 
■ignature  by  the  Austrian  minister  and  myself.  A  day 
had  even  been  appointed  to  proceed  to  the  wgiiature, 
when  the  caution  of  the  Austrian  minister  prompted  him 
to  refer  the  treaty  to  his  Government  for  iu  approbation. 
The  French  treaty,  providing  for  the  Hatisfaction  of  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  Fnuice, '  has  been  concluded 
during  this  idministration;  but  the  whole  world  knows 

*  There  is  a  statement  in  the  published  speech  of  Hr. 
Smith,  which,  if  he  made  it  in  the  Senate,  did  not  attract 
my  attention.  He  says  he  asked  me  whether  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  British  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825, 
were  satisfactory;  and  that  I  said  I  "  conudercd  they  were 
all  we  could  ask."  Now,  I  am  perfectly  confident  that 
tlie  Senator's  recollection  is  inaccurate,  and  that  I  never 
did  say  to  bim  that  tlie  terras  proposed  by  the  act  were 
all  we  could  ask.  It  is  impossible  I  should  have  said  so. 
For,  by  tlie  terms  of  the  act,  to  entitle  Powers  not  colo- 
nial (and  of  course  the  United  States)  to  its  privileges, 
tiioae  Powers  arc  required  to  place  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  Great  Britain  (European  as  well  as  colonial) 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation.  That 
if  we  had  accepted  the  terms  as  tendered  on  the  face  of 
the  act,  we  would  have  allowed  British  vessels  all  the 
privileges  which  we  have  granted  by  our  treaties  of  reci- 
procity with  Guatemala  and  other  Powers.  The  vessels 
of  Great  Britain,  therefore,  would  have  been  at  liberty 
to  import  into  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
our  own,  the  productions  of  any  part  of  the  globe, 
without  a  corresponding  privilege  on  the  part  of  our 
veasela  in  the  porta  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  true  that  the 
King  in  council  was  authorized  to  di^ense  with  some  of 
the  conditions  of  the  act,  in  behalf  of  Powers  not  pos- 
aeasing  colonics.  But  whether  the  condition,  embracing 
the  principle  of  tlie  most  favored  nation,  would  have  been 
dispensed  with  or  not,  was  unknown  to  me  at  the  time 
the  Senator  states  the  conversations  to  have  happened. 
And,  long  after,  Ur.  Vaughan,  the  British  minister,  was 
unable  to  afford  any  information  as  to  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment. That  very  authority,  vested  in  the  Kng,  demon- 
strates the  necesuty  there  wu  for  further  ezplanation,  if 
not  negotiation. 

AVith  respect  to  the  note  from  me  to  the  Senator,  which 
he  says  he  received  accompanying  the  draught  of  the  bill 
introduced  by  him,  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  he 
would  publish  the  note  itaelf,  instead  of  what  he  repre- 
sents to  be  an  extract.  H.  C. 


that  it  has  proceeded  from  a  fortunate  conjuncture.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  the  revolution  of  July,  wc  should  pro- 
bably not  have  obtained  the  treaty. 

Now,  under  the  last  administration,  let  us  see  what  was 
done.  It  concluded  at  Washington  treaties  with  Guate- 
maU,  Beiimark,  and  the  Hanaeatic  cities,  founded  on  the 
most  liberal  principles,  and  forming  models  for  fhture 
treaties.  It  made  treaties  abroad  with  England,  and  the 
Emperor  of  the  Brazils,  with  Sweden,  and  with  Mexico,  the 
latter  of  which  remained  to  be  ratified  by  the  Mexican 
republic.  It  adjusted  the  dif^cult  subject  with  England 
relating  to  satisfaction  for  slaves  tuken  during  the  late  war. 
During  that  administration  indemnity  was  obtained  for 
claims  of  American  citizens,  on  Colombia,  the  Brazils, 
Denmark,  Sweden,*  and  Rusna.  In  respect  to  the  in- 
demnity from  Bussia,  I  request  permis^on  of  the  Senate  to 
relate  an  anecdote  which  reflects  so  much  honor  upon 
die  late  Emperor  Alexander.  Baron  Maltitz  being  one 
day  in  the  .Department  of  State,  I  casually  observed  to  him 
that  I  tiiought  the  Russian  Government  had  not  treated  us 
well  respecting  that  claim;  that  it  had  been  repeatedly, 
dutuig  a  long  course  of  yeara,  brought  before  that  Go- 
vernmentt  that  ^e  could  get  no  answer  to  our  represen- 
tations} and  that  we  were  at  least  entiUed  to  a  neciirion 
one  wav  or  the  other.  He  communicated  this  conversa- 
tion to  hia  Government;  the  lEmperor  Alexander,  aa  I  vaa 
subsequentiy  informed,  sent  for  the  papers,  personally  in- 
spected them  himself,  and  directed  the  payment  of  the 
claim.  It  was  acconAngly  a^usted  and  settled  by  Baron 
Tuyll  and  myself  by  an  exchange  of  diplonutic  notes. 

The  gentleman  from  Geoi^a  conteiids  that  the  late  ad- 
ministration submitted  to  indignities  from  the  British  Go- 
vernment; and  that  it  repeatraly  knoclwd  at  the  door  of 
the  British  minister  at  London,  to  renew  the  negotiation, 
without  gaining  admitunce.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
After  the  refusal  of  Hr.  Canning  to  treat  of  the  colonial 
intercourse,  an  elaborate  despatch  was,  on  the  11th  of 
November,  1826,  transmitted  to  Hr.  Gallatin,  contuning 
a  vindication  tiie  whole  course  of  our  tioTemment,  in 
which,  without  retailing  on  Mr.  Canning's  sarcasms,  the 
htmor,  good  ftdth,  and  character  of  our  Government  are 
mainti^ned,  whether  with  ability  or  not,  it  does  not  be- 
come me  to  pronounce.  In  that  despatch  Hr.  Gallatin  is 
told:  "  What  may  be  the  nature  of  the  proposals  which 
you  are  authorized  to  make,  upon  the  renewal  of  the  ne- 
gotiation so  confidently  anticipated,  it  is  not  now  proper 
should  be  communicated  to  the  British  Government. 


*  Hy  belief  was,  and  I  so  stated,  that  Hr.  Hughes  vw 
instructed  to  aid  Hr.  Connell,  the  agent  of  the  cbum- 
ants  against  Sweden,  to  procure  indemni^.  Mr.  Hughes 
was  instructed  and  charged  with  a  negotiation  for  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  Denmark,  in  which  he  was  assist- 
ed by  Hr.  Connell,  the  agent  of  the  ctumants  there  also. 
Having  had  no  recent  access  to  the  Department  of  State, 
it  is  possible  I  was  mistaken  aa  to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Hughes 
being  espedally  instructed  in  respect  to  the  Swedi^ 
claima,  and  that  I  confounded  the  two  negotiMiona.  In 
point  of  fact,  however,  Mr.  Hughes,  either  under  hia 
general  instructions,  the  particuur  instruction  given  by 
Mr.  Adams,  or  as  incident  to  his  diplomatic  character,  did 
aid,  and,  by  hia  address,  essentially  ud,  Mr.  Connell  in  the 
liquidation  of  the  Swedish  claims. 

It  appears  that  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  at  the 
instance  of  an  individual  member  of  the  %nate,  has  under- 
taken to  furnish  a  ci^y  of  instructions  transmitted  to  a 
foreign  minister,  and  to  negative  the  existence  of  other 
instructions,  so  far  as  the  records  of  the  department  would 
enable  him  to  negative  their  existence.  Hitherto,  in- 
structions have  been  only  communicated  to  Congress 
upon  the  calls  of  that  body,  or  voluntarily  by  the  Execu- 
tive. They  have  been  sometimes  even  refused  to  one  of 
the  Houses  of  Congress.  H.  C. 
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Respect  for  ouraelres,  no  len  than  for  that  Goremment, 
fbrbitU  that  we  ihould  obtrude  upon  their  consideration 
propotals  a^nst  which  they  liave  deemed  it  proper  to 
shut  their  ears."  Mr.  Barbour  succeeded  Mr.  Gallatin; 
but  he  was  not,  according  to  my  recollection  of  his  instruc- 
tions, charged  with  any  renewal  of  the  negotiation.  No 
man  was  ever  more  tenacious  of  the  honor  of  his  coun- 
try than  the  late  President,  and  he  would  have  been  the 
last  to  hare  authorized  a  degrading  or  derogatory  solicita- 
tion to  renew  the  neEfotiatioii.  It  is  alleged  that  he  fure- 
bore  for  a  long  time  to  issue  his  proclanution  interdicting 
Briti^  vessels,  coming  from  the  colonial  ports,  an  entry 
into  our  ports.  The  situation  of  that  administration  was 
peculiar.  During  a  great  part  of  it,  the  opposition  had 
the  majority  in  Congress.  At  the  session  of  1825-6,  Con- 
gress had  taken  up  the  labject  of  the  colonial  intercourse* 
although  it  Uled  to  pass  a  law.  In  the  despatch  to  Mr. 
Gallatin,  already  cited,  he  was  informedthatthe  whole  mat- 
ter woudd  be  communicated  to  Congress.  It  was  eommuni- 
f»ted  at  the  session  of  1 826-7.  Could  the  President  with 
propriety  hare  issued  his  proclamation  during  that  ses- 
mon.'  Shortly  after  its  close.  Congress  having  omitted 
to  legislate  in  respect  to  the  colonial  trade,  the  President, 
without  hesitation,  issued  his  procUmation,  in  conformity 
with  the  eusting  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  further  contended  that 
the  withdrawal  or  waiver  of  the  demand^  on  the  part  of 
the  late  administration,  of  the  admisnon  of  our  produce 
into  the  British  West  Indies  on  the  same  footing  with 
similar  produce  from  the  British  colonial  continental  ports, 
was  equivalent  to  the  abandonment  of  the  pretension 
made  by  the  present  administration;  and  that  it  was  a  mere 
difference  of  diplomatic  phraseology.  But  t  cannot  a^ree 
with  the  gentleman. .  The  withdrawal  or  waiver  of  the 
demand  was  a  concession,  the  operation  of  which  would 
have  been  temporary,  limited  tu  the  duration  of  the  treaty, 
in  which  it  was  expected  the  negotiation  would  terminate. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  the  treaty,  the  right  would  have 
revived,  and  might  have  been  insisted  on  in  future  nego- 
tiations. Moreover,  it  was  expected  that  equivalents 
would  have  been  obtained,  and  especially  some  provision 
for  otir  trade  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sorrel.  But 
when  the  demand  is  abandotied  as  an  unsustunable  pre- 
tension; when  our  Government  is  denounced  for  having 
brought  forward  such  a  pretension,  and  too  lone  and  too 
tenaciously  clung  to  it,  how  can  we  ever  hereafter  assert 
it?  With  what  face  can  an  American  negotiator  again  put 
forward  the  demand'  It  could  only  be  done  by  following 
the  bad  example  of  one  administration,  disavowing  to  a 
foreign  Government  the  acts  of  its  predecessor. 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  these  instructions,  the  stronger 
am  I  convinced  of  their  reprehensible  nature.  If  there 
be  one  punt  more  than  all  others  of  which  all  Govern- 
ments, whatevermay  be  their  form,  are  justly  most  jealous, 
it  is  that  of  a  foreign  interference  in  domestic  affairs. 
But  of  all  Governments,  republics  should  guard  with  the 
most  assiduous  care  against  such  interference.    All  histo- 

S,  from  the  days  of  Greece  and  Philip,  proclaims  that 
is  is  the  point  of  most  dan^.  But  these  instructions 
invite  the  attention  of  the  British  Government  to  the  fiict 
of  our  dissensions,  present  it  n  t  topic  for  consideration, 
for  persuasion,  for  deliberation.  When  that  Government 
is  thus  leptimately  put  in  possession  of  the  fact,  do  we 
not  know  that  the  transition  from  deliberation  upon  those 
divisions  to  actioTi  is  short  and  perilous! 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hahct]  supposes, 
hi  adverting  to  the  practice  of  proscription  which  1  un- 
derstood prevailed  with  the  dcHOinant  party  in  his  State, 
that  I  had  reflected  upon  the  character  of  uiat  Statet  and 
he  alleges  that  the  practice  has  existed  for  thirty  years, 
with  evcty  dominant  party,  and  was  rigorously  exercised, 
many  years  ag|0»  by  my  friends.  Nothing  was  fiurther 
from  my  intention  than  to  reflect  in  ths  smaUeat  degree. 


upon  that  powetAil  and  respectable  State.  On  flie  cob- 
tniry,  I  honor  and  admire  it  fbr  its  noble  institittiona^  its 
splendid  public  works,  and  its  enterprise  and  intelligence. 
But  I  must  pi-onounce  my  abhorrence  of  the  practice  to 
which  I  allude,  no  matter  with  whom  it  originated,  whe- 
ther friend  or  foe,  or  by  whom  it  may  be  continued.  It 
has  been  carried  by  the  present  administration  to  «  most 
odious  extent  in  Kentuek^.  Almost  every  official  in- 
cumbent who  voted  i^inst  the  present  Chief  Magistnt^ 
and  who  was  within  the  Executive  reach,  has  been  Imrled 
fVom  ofRce;  whiUt  those  who  voted  for  him,  have  been 
retained,  no  matter  how  long  they  had  been  in  their 
stations.  It  is  not  practised  in  Kentucky  by  the  State 
Government,  when  in  the  hands  of  the  oppontion  to  this 
administration.  Very  lately.  Governor  Metcalfe  has  ap- 
pointed to  one  of  the  three  m|^est  judicial  stations  in  the 
State  a  supporter  of  this  adnunistraticHi.  The  gentleman 
appointed  is  a  nephew  of  the  gentleman  from  Matrlmd, 
[Mr.  Shith,]  and  although  highly  respectable  and  esu- 
nent  in  his  profession,  he  is  not  more  so  than  twenty  other 
lawyers  in  the  State,  belonging  to  the  opponte  par^. 
The  Governor  also  renewed  the  appointment,  or  corami*- 
sioned  several  gentlemen  opposed  to  him  in  ptditics,  as 
attorneys  for  the  commonwealth.    And,  recently,  tLe  Le- 

S'llature  appcunted  a  president  of  one  of  the  banks  from 
e  ranks  of  the  friends  of  thisadlluni8tmtioii,aiKlseTeral 
other  officers. 

Mr.  FORSTTH  said,  I  have  no  desire  to  pursue  this 
amiment  with  the  Senator  fi-om  Kentucky.  I  am  content 
:  to  leave  it  where  it  stands,  with  this  explanation  of  my 
opinion  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  is,  like  every  officer  of  the  Go\'ernment,  responsble — 
punishable  for  bisoffences  by  public  reprobation  and  judi- 
cial sentence.  His  rcspomibility  for  instructimu  to  our 
ministers  abroad  is  secondary,  not  primary.  In  giving 
dishonest,  dishonoratfle,  or  treacherous  instructions^  he  is 
punishable  as  an  accessary,  not  as  prindpal.  It  is  impos- 
sible not  to  understand  that  the  Senators  who  have  repro* 
bated  Mr.  Van  Buren.  hold  him  aa  the  principal,  as  the 
prime  mover,  not  as  the  agent  of  the  Preadent.  I  do 
not  seek  to  shield  him  under  the  Preudenfs  name  or  of- 
fice. What  belongs  to  his  place,  let  him  answer  fw.  He 
was,  like  Mr.  MclAne,  an  s^nt  in  the  ctHnmisnon  <^  tlm 
imputed  offence.  He  stands  to  the  Prendent  as  the  Sena, 
tor  from  Kentucky  did  to  the  late  President,  as  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson did  to  General  Washington. 

Mr.  F.,  in  the  discussion  of  the  Senate,  did  not  under- 
stand that  he  was  supposed  to  have  charged  the  late 
atlministration  with  designiiig  to  degrade  the  United  States 
in  the  negotiation  with  Great  Britain  on  the  West  India 
trade.  Had  such  been  his  impression,  he  would  have  de- 
clared, as  he  now  declares,  tliat  he  had  no  such  design* 
He  concurs  with  pleasure  in  the  remark  of  Mr.  Cut, 
that  there  is  no  man  in  the  Union  who  Would  be  more  un- 
willing to  countenance  what  he  believed  to  be  an  act  of 
degradation  to  his  country,  than  John  Quincy  Adams. 

Mr.  MARCY  said,  I  will  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  wliat  has  jost  fiiUen  from  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentncky.  -  He  did  not  intend,  he  as- 
sures us,  to  apply  his  animadvermons  to  die  whole  State 
of  New  York,  but  only  to  the  dominant  party  there — tiie 
political  friends  of  the  minister  to  London,  ktr.  Van  Bu- 
ren. But,  sir,  the  state  of  facts  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  parties  in  that  State  will  not  allow  of  such  a  restricted 
application.  If  there  has  been  any  thing  censurable  in 
that  respect,  the  honorable  Senator's  own  politieal  friends 
must  come  in  for  a  ftiU  share:  if  any^stanctian  is  to  be 
made,  it  cannot  be  in  favor  of  those  whose  good  o}»n>oa 
he  tnfoyi.  A  recurrence  to  facts  will  show  that  pro- 
scription— if  it  is  to  be  called — enters  more  deeply  into 
tiieir  practice  when  they  get  power,  than  it  does  into  the 
practice  of  those  who  are  selected  as  the  particubr  ob- 
jects of  attack.   1  could  reffer  to  recent  instances  to  verify 
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the  assertion.  Give  them  aucceas  only  in  a  single  city, 
and  the  work  of  removal  from  office  at  once  begins.  They 
leave  very  few  "spared  monumentsj"  almost  all  are 
•wept  off— from  the  highest  to  the  lowest — down  even  to 
the  hunp-Ughter.  The  truth  is,  mt,  the  political  friends 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  are  not  converts  to  ihc 
liberal  doctrines  he  has  avowed  on  this  occasion*  If  thqr 
have  ever  beard  of  them,  they  heed  them  not. 

After  aHf  Ur.  President,  it  is  quite  evident  from  what 
we  have  lieard*  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  parties  in 
Maryland  and  elsewbere,  that  New  York  does  not  differ 
from  other  States.  FoUtical  men  in  all  of  tliem  have  the 
same  paaHons,  and  are  actuated  by  like  motives,  and  only 
differ  m  conduct  by  reason  of  some  difference  in  their  cir- 
cumstaocea.  Where  there  is  alternation  of  success  and 
defeat,  there  will  be  removals— called  restoration  or  re- 
taliation by  those  who  use  power,  and  proscription  by 
those  who  feel  it. 

If  the  honorable  Seni^or  understood  me  to  speak  of 
only  one  office  holder,  a  single  ^lared  monument,  as  he 
c»lled  it,  friendly  to  the  late  admiiuHration,  being  retain- 
ed, he  had  misapprehended  me.  The  number  of  changes 
made  in  that  State  is  small;  and  I  can  assure  him  that, 
notwithstanding  the  ferocious  and  proscribing  policies  as- 
cribed to  us,  he  has  many  fi'iends  now  enjoying  offices 
under  both  the  General  and  State  Governments:  more 
than  that,  sir,  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  been  censured  by  some 
of  his  own  potitical  friends,  for  having  counteracted,  as 
tbey  suppose^  the  efforts  which  have  been  made,  in  some 
instances,  to  effect  changes. 

So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  I  can  discover 
no  sort  of  resemblance  between  the  condition  of  actual 
office  holderq  opposed  to  the  administration,  and  t|iat 
which  has  been  described.  They  were  portrayed  as  a 
class  of  men  in  the  most  abject  state  of  fear  and  trembling, 
not  daring  to  spesk  but  in  whispers  on  public  affairs,  and 
eren  under  restraints  in  their  social  intercourse.  Tbey 
may  present  themselves  or  be  presented  in  this  light  to 
the  honorable  Senators,  but  I  am  sure  they  are  not  so  pre- 
aented  to  otbera,  for  that  Is  not  their  true  condition.  Tncir 
political  predilections  and  sentiments  are  not  restrained 
by  fear,  or  expressed  in  whispers;  Uieir  opposition  is  ppen 
and  active,  and  sometimes  noisy,  and  yet  they  remain  in 
undisturbed  poasesrioo  of  their  offices. 

I  must  again  allude  to  the  grounds  of  tlie  removal  of 
some  suborainate  officers  hy  the  present  administration,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  understood  upon  what  principle  the 
net  is  vindicated,  and  to  repel  the  charge  oi  wanton  pro- 
scription. The  necessities  of  the  late  administration  were 
such  that  it  compelled  these  officers  to  become  partisuis 
i  n  the  struggle.  Many  of  them  mingled  in  the  hottest  of 
the  fight;  they  were  paragraph  writers  for  the  newspa- 
pers, and  the  distributors  of  political  handbills,  and  tliere- 
by  exposed  themselves  to  ttw  vicissitudes  to  which  those 
ar^ always  expi»ed  for  whom  the  political  contests  in  free 
Governments  are  waged.  If  among  ttiis  olais  of  officers 
there  was  more  mortjui^  attendant  upon  the  late  conflict, 
it  wu  because  there  was  mor^disease. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  denounced^removals 
from  office  as  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  opinion  and  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  action.  He  advocates  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  action.  He  advocates  a  course  of  conduct 
towards  political  opponents^  characterized  by  great  mode- 
ration aiw  ^beuance,  and,  what  is  more,  he  professes  to 
have  conformed  his  actions  to  his  precepts.  We  all  of 
us,  I  beUeve,  admire  these  liberal  sentiments,  and  feel  dU- 
pcned,  in  our  abstract  speculations,  to  adopt  them  as  the 
rule  of  our  conduct.  The  theory  is,  indeed,  beautiful; 
but,  ur,  do  we  put  them  in  practice  when  brought  to  the 
experiment?  I  would  ask  the  hononble  Senator  if  he 
has  himself  practised  them.  I  will  notsay  he  has  not,  be- 
muse he  assures  us  he  hasi  but  I  will  say  that  some  put  of 
his  conduct  has  exposed  Um  to  a  strong  suspicion  of  hav- 


ing  departed  from  the  path  which  he  now  points  out  as 
the  true  one,  and  of  having  wandered  into  that  which  he 
now  thinks  it  is  so  censurable  for  others  to  have  pursued. 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  that  there  is  conaderable  pa- 
tronage  attached  to  the  Department  of  State.  To  it  ap- 
pertains the  selection  of  the  newspapers  in  which  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  published.  I  well  remember 
that  while  that  honorable  Senator  was  at  the  head  of  that 
department,  and  when  the  fortunes  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration began  to  wane,  the  patronage  of  publishing  the 
laws  was  withdrawn  from  certwn  public  journals,  which 
had  long  enjoyed  it.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  change, 
this  removal  from  office,  I  believe  I  may  call  it}  It  was 
not  a  violent  and  rin^otive  opposition  to  the  existing  ad- 
ministration. Some  of  these  journals  had  scansely 
spoken  in  whispers  against  it.  No,  sir.  It  was  for  luke- 
warmness — for  neutrality — a  want  of  zeal  in  the  cause  rtF 
the  administration  was  alleged  to  be  the  offence;  pro- 
scription was  the  punishment.  Where  was  then  that 
sacred  regard  for  the  freedom  of  oinnion  and  the  liberty 
of  speech  and  action  viuch  we  now  hear  so  highly  ex- 
tolled ?  Was  not  thb  an  attempt  to  control  public  opinion 
through  the  medium  of  the  press,  and  to  bring  that  press 
into  a  subserviency  to  the  views  of  the  men  in  power? 

Sir,  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I  have  not  alluded 
to  these  things  for  the  purpose  of  accusation.  I  do  not 
even  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  honorable  Se- 
nator usea  the  patronage  entrusted  to  himt  but  I  do  com- 
plain that  he  has  seen  fit  to  bring  before  this  body  the 
conduct  of  a  p<ditical  par^  in  New  York  as  a  theme  of 
reproseh  and  animadvetuon,  when  its  conduct  is  not  dis- 
tinguishable (except  for  more  moderation  and  tolerance) 
from  that  of  bis  own  personal  and  political  friends  in  that 
State;  when  its  conduct  does  not  differ  from  that  pursued 
by  political  men  in  other  Statest  and  when  it  has  a  justifi- 
c^iUon,  if  it  needed  nne,  in  the  honorable  Senate's  own 
example. 

Mr.  S  MITH  had  spoken  in  the  debate  on  the  mmiination 
of  Martin  Tan  Buren  several  times.  The  whole  of  lus 
remarks,  are,  however,  embraced  in  the  following  speech: 

Mr-  President;  I  have  said  "that  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  not  responsible  for  instructions  given  by  order  of 
the  President;"  that  the  President  is  the  only  responsible 
person  known  to  the  constitution.  In  England,  agreeably 
to  its  constitution,  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  and  his 
advisers  are  held  responnble  to  Parliament-  Our  consti- 
tution is  different,  as  I  titkkrstand  it.  -  Hie  law  which 
created  the  State  Department,  in  1789,  is  that  under 
which  every  Secretary  has  acted,  and  must  continue  to  act. 
This  law  says:  "The  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  shall 
perform  and  execute  such  duties  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  enjoined  on,  or  entrusted  to  him,  by  tiie  President 
of  the  United  States,  (agreeably  to  the  constitution,)  rela- 
tive to  correspondences,  commissiolis,  or  instructions  to 
or  with  public  ministers  or  consuls  from  the  Uidted  States, 
or  to  negotiate  with  public  ministers  from  foreign  States 
or  Princes,  and,  furthermore,  that  the  sud  principal  offi- 
cer (Secretary  of  State)  shall  conduct  the  business  of 
the  said  department,  in  such  maimer  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall,  frpm  time  to  time,  "  order  or  in- 
struct." 

Such,  Mr.  President,  is  the  law.  The  Secretaiy  can 
do  no  act  without  the  direction  of  the  Preridentt  and 
whatever  he  i^cts,  (if  i^^eahly  to  the  constitution,) 
the  Secretary,  under  the  oath  he  takes,  must  perform. 
What  is  the  oath?  "  Well  and  ftiUifully  to  execute  the 
trust  committed  to  him."  What  is  that  trust?  Obedience 
to  the  instructions  of  the  Preudent  in  all  cases  where  the 
constitution  is  not  to  be  violated. 

I  have,  Mr.  Prendent,  been  thirty^nine  years  in  Con- 
gress, and  tins  is  the  first  occadon  I  have  ever  Iieord  any 
other  construction  seriously  umd,  than  <*that  the  in- 
structions given  to  ndniiters  abroad  are  the  act  of  the 
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President."  All  the  instructions  I  remember,  commence 
thus — "I  am  initructed  by  the  President  to  (five  joii  the 
follovingf  views.  Sec.  &.O.,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  T  well 
remember  a  cue  in  point,  which  transpired  while  I  was  in 
Congress  more  thlin  thirty  y^&rs  past.  I  was  called  from 
my  seat  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  He  asked 
me  what  the  House  of  Reppe8en(atives  were  doing.  I 
replied,  that  they  were  discussing  the  report  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ering. Do  tlie  House  consider  it  as  tne  report  of  the 
President  or  Seiretary  of  State*  It  ia  considered  as  the 
act  of  tlie  President,  who  sent  it;  and  how  could  it  other- 
wise be  cpnaidercd'  I  come,  said  the  Secretary,  from 
iSi.  Adams,  to  request  you  to  say  that  he  disavows  it, 
and  tnists  that  the  House  will  consider  it  as  the  set  of  Mr. 
Pickering,  and  not  as  his  (kir.  Adams's)  act. . 

I  returned  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  and,  in 
the  ddiate,  took  occa^on  to  comment  upon  the  report,  as 
severely  as  the  report  reflected  upon  Mr.  Gerry  for  re- 
maiiung  in  Prance.  I  was  called  to  order  tliree  times.  1 
then  asked  the  Speaker  in  what  respect  I  was  out  of  order. 
He  replied,  "  you  must  conrider  the  report  as  the  act' of 
the  PrcMdent;  for  the  Executive  had  maide  it  his  by  send- 
ing  it  to  thft  House."  I  answered,  that  the  President 
i^ivowed  it,  and  therefore  I  could  not  treat  the  report  as 
the  Preudent's.  I  took  my  seat.  An  appeal  from  the 
Speaker's  decision  was  had,  s-nd  the  vote  of  the  House 
sustained  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker,  by  a  large  majority ; 
thus  estid>lisbing  that  the  President  was  responnble,  and 
not  the  Secretary,  for  acts  done  under  his  authority.  In 
^e  case  before  us,  the  President  nVe  his  dircctionsj  the 
instructions  were  put  hito  form  Dy  the  Secretary;  the 
Prerident  read  and  approved  them,  and  they  were  de- 
livered to  Mr.  McLane.  How  do  we  know  but  that  the 
paragraph,  which  has  offended  the  delicate  sensibilities  of 
^ntfemen,  had  been  actually  dictated  by  the  President? 
Ido  not  think  it  at  all  improbable,  and,  if  so,  la  it  not  an 
act  of  gross  ii^jusdce  to  make  Mr.  Van  Buren  responsible 
Ibr  it>  The  paranaphs  to  frequently  alluded  to  in  de- 
bate are  substantiidly  tme;  I  sdmit  they  mig^tas  well  have 
been  omitted. 

Some  one  has  said  that  he  did  not  believe  tliat  General 
Jackson  had  ever  read  tlie  instmcyons.  Little  does  that 
Senator  know  of  the  President,  if  he  believes  so.  I  can 
assure  that  Senator  that  the  President  read,  and  carefully, 
too,  the  instructions  to  Mr.  McLane,  and  approved  them.* 
I  wish  ^t  Senator  would  converse  with  the  Prendent 
upon  SBy  of  our  national  affairs;  and  he  will  certainly  find 
that  the  President  is  as  well,  and  I  might  say  better,  in- 
formed, than  himself,  on  any  thing  done  in  any  or  all  of 
the  departments,  and  on  all  matters  relating  to  ourforelgn 
affairs.  At  least,  I  have  found  him  so;  in  all  matters  as 
well,  and  in  some  much  better,  informed,  tlmn  I  am.  He 
is  known,  by  his  friends,  to  be  particularly  well  informed 
in  every  thing  that  relates  to  our  fbreign  relations. 

A  Senator  fVom  Maine  [Mr.  Hoimbb]  lus  said  that 


**  Mr.  HeLue  was  sent  to  bow  and  cringe  at  the  feet  of  had  ever  given  the  instructions  wliich  be  asserted 
the  British  minister."   That  Senator  knows  little  of  Mr.  been  g^ven  by  him  to  Mr.  Hughes.    The  repl>'  oftL; 

Secretary  of  State  contradicts  the  averment  of  Hr.  Clij 


•  Since  the  above  speech  was  delivered,  I  have  seen 
and  convened  with  the  PreMdent,  and  have  been  autho- 
rized to  say  "  that  the  objectionable  paragraphs  alluded 
to  in  the  debate  were  dictated  by  him  to  Mr.  Van  Buren; 
that  they  were  Us  act,  and  not  the  act  of  Mr.  VanBurcn;" 
and  I  have  been  sutMequcntly  informed,  by  a  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  that  prior  to  his  leaving  home,  to  assume 
his  station  in  the  Senate,  the  Presidentliad  told  him  that 
he  (General  Jackson)  would,  on  all  occasions  of  conse- 
quence, require  the  opinion  of  hia  cabinet  in  writing, 
thus  (as  the  Senator  understood  him)  dispensing  with 
cabinet  meetinn.  The  ftct,  then,  of  not  calling  his  cabinet 
together,  was  the  President's  own  act,  and  not  in  conse- 
quence of  the  advisement  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  has  been 
so  repeatedly  affirmed. 


McLane!    What!  a  native  American,  the  son  of  sdistin- 
guisbed  officer  of  the  revolution,  bow  and  crinp  tt  tin 
feet  of  any  man!    I  can  assure  that  Senator  that  Nr. 
McLane  is  not  made  of  snch  pliant  materials.  No,  it\ 
Mr.  Mcljuie  came  to  the  point  at  once.  HcsAedftr 
what  was  right.    He  set  up  no  nlly  pretensons.  He 
frankly  demanded  what  his  country  required.  Tbe  vat- 
tatry  tried  to  avoid  a  negotiatioTi,  as  they  did  vidi  Mr- 
Gallatin.    But,  sir,  his  firmness  and  frankneas  conquend 
the  reluctance  of  tlie  ministry  to  enter  into  a  nfgotiitioiL 
He  convinced  ihem  that  they  had  departed  ftwn  a  ri|id 
conatntction  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  183S,  a 
the  cases  of  France,  Russia,  and  Spain;  tb^  could  set, 
therefore,  in  ju^ttee,  he  asserted,  refuse  a  ttmihrdqw- 
ture,  in  the  demand  of  equal  justice  to  the  United  St»to 
He  fhmUy  told  them  that  he  had  come  for  the  tide  pn- 
posc  of  opening  the  colonial  trade,  and  that,  if  not  indal^- 
ed  in  a  negotiation,  he  would  retnm  home.    Call  joa&i 
bowing  and  cringing  at  the  feet  of  the  British  niimdii ' 
Is  there  any  cringing  in  tiie  deapatchca  of  Mr.  HcUai* 
No  one  will  say  there  is.  Thetnithis,  Mr.  Pr«ident,nd 
it  ought  to  be  known  to  the  people,  that  tiie  front  of  tin 
offence  is,  tbe  negotiation  has  completely  wccnM 
under  the  instructions  given  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  u 
completely  failed  under  those  of  another — a  crime  llat 
never  can  be  foi^ven  by  the  opponents  of  General  Jui- 
son.    They  will  never  pardon  nim  for  his  s»ccee£n{; ia 
all  the  negotiations  in  which  the  preceding  adminisnmn 
had  completely  fulled.    For.instmce,  the  tate  sdnumAs- 
tion  had  attempted  and  (ailed,  in  all  the  fiillowBf  i» 
portant  objects,  namely,  in  the  claims  on  Trance;  in  the 
opening  nf  the  Black  Sea  to  our  commerce;  in  aukicg  i 
treaty  with  Mexico;  in  obtuniog  from  Colombia  a  ndoc- 
tion  of  the  duties  on  our  produce  and  manufactures,  ind 
in  equalizing  the  duties  charged  on  our  trade  vitiithM 
charged  to  England.    In  all  these  matters,  there  **■  * 
complete  &iture  by  die  one,  and  complete  succeabvibt 
other  adB^istration.    The  sueacMfiil  negoliatioMnR 
under  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  ftowAenw 
Mr.  Van  Buren  be  pardoned  by  those  who  bad  t^lol'icii 
true  that  the  convention  with  Denmark  and  the  Bwilt, 
seizures,  had  been  closed,  or  nearly  so,  when  the  pmeil 
adrnlnistration  came  into  office.  PayroentbySredenm 
effected  by  Mr.  Connell,  the  agent  of  tbe  claimants,  tA- 
out  any  instmctions  having  been  ref:«red  by  the  dur^ 
d'afnires.    Hie  charge  acted,  be  told  me,  as  a  pint 
friend  of  the  agent,  and  succeeded. 

[The  Senator  fiwn  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut,]  in  a«ib«e- 
quent  speech  on  this  subject,  remarked,  that  he  hid 
himself  instructed  Mr.  Hitches,  the  charge  d'afTiim  to 
Sweden,  to  attend  to  the  claims  of  our  merchanti  a^ia^ 
Sweden,  and  that  the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Sitm'. 
waseither  mistaken  or  misinformed.  Mr.  Smith  waieK 
reply,  but  addresKd  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  St^  fc-' 
inmnnation,  whether  Mr.  Clay,  when  Secretyr  Stite. 


on  this  point. — Seetwteai  fcotof  the  speetA.] 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  has  ciai^ 
Mr.  McLane  with  having  done  injury  to  the  iwrigiiM 
interest,  by  the  opening  of  the  St-  Lawrence  uid  'ii 
Northern  ports  to  our  free  intercourse;  thus  tiansferrr^ 
as  b«  said,  the  carrying  of  the  produce  of  Michipn,  Oh^< 
New  York,  Vermont,  and  Maine,  to  Brffifdi  ships, 
would  otherwise  have  been  carried  by  our  own  ^ps-  ' 
believe  the  farmers  of  those  States  do  not  compUin.  T%f; 
know  that  their  produce,  sold  in  Montiva],  is  receii*^ 
there  free  of  duty,  and  is  carried  to  England,  Ireland,*-''^ 
the  West  Indies,  as  if  it  were  the  produce  of  Casai-. 
is  of  little  importance  to  them  who  is  rtie  carrier,  pron^ 
they  get  an  additional  market,  and  a  better  price  fiirthrj 
prodnce.   I  regret,  Mr.  Prerident,  that  I  cannot  girr 
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credit  of  tluit  importiuit  act  to  Mr.  HcLane.    He,  how- 
ever, had  nothing  to  tlo  witli  it.    It  formed  no  part  of  Uis 
arraiiti^inent.    The  opening  of  tliat  intereourBCt  for  cer- 
tain articles  of  our  produce,  liad  been  done  gratuitously 
by  the  British  Government,  in  1826,  prior  even  to  the 
attempt  at  the  negotiation  by  Mr.  Gullatin.    Nuw  lliat  act 
must  have  been  kiiou'ii.    1:  could  not  fail  to  have  been 
known  to  the  Senator,  [Mr.  Clat.]  then  the  Secretary  of 
State.    Why,  then,  doea  he  now  charge  it  as  a  fault  com- 
miUed  by  Mr.  McLiiie,  who  bad  no  more  to  do  witli  it 
than  the  man  in  Uie  moonf   Nor  had  Mr.  McLiiie  any 
thinir  to  do  with  the  act  of  Great  Briuin,  passed  subse- 
quently to  the  arrangement  made  by  him;  by  which  act, 
other  articles  of  our  produce  are  admitted  free  of  duty 
into  the  N(*thern  colonies,  and  from  thence  are  received 
ill  England  and  tlie  West  ladies,  us  if  tliey  were  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Canadas.  The  Senator  [Mr.  Clai]  complains 
that  the  produce  of  our  farmen,  borderinB*  on  CanaHda.  is 
receivetl  in  England  on  equal  terms  wiih  those  of  Canada, 
thus  giving  a  new  market  to  a  part  of  their  artidcs*  with- 
out which  other  markets  might  be  overstocked.    The  Se- 
nator [Mr.  CiAi]  ha.1  truly  said  that  the  wheat  of  the 
Suites  bordering  on  the  Caiiadas  passes  into  Canada,  is 
there  ground,  and  the  flour  shipped  to  British  ports,  as  if 
it  were  Oie  produce  of  the  wheat  of  Canada.    This  has 
been  the  spouUaeous  act  of  Great  Britain,  adopted  for 
her  own  interest,  and  is  most  certiunly  hi^ily  beneficial  to 
our  farmen.  An  immense  number  of  sheep,  horses, 
and  cattle,  are  dnven  annually  from  Mame  to  Quebec, 
and  New  Brunswick.   The  farmers  and  gruziers  of  Muine 
differ  in  opinion  with  the  Stnitor  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Clat,]  and  nre  really  ho  simple  as  to  believe  that  tticir 
free  intercourse  with  Lower  Canada  and  New  Brunswick 
is  highly  beneficial  to  them.    Whether  the  intercourse 
with  the  Br.tifJi  Korth  American  colonies  be  beneficial, 
or  wbetiier  it  be  injurious,  the  present  administration,  nor 
Mr.  McLane,  had  l,ttle  pai  t  in  it.   It  had  been  effected, 
in  part,  before  tlie  sxrangemcnt  was  concluded,  and  soon 
after  for  another  part   It  formed,  as  I  have  previously 
said,  no  part  of  the  arrangement  wltl)  Great  Britain,  and 
tills  fact  must  have  been  known  by  the  Senator,  [Mr. 
Clat,]  for  he  then  acted  as  Secretary  of  State.  We 
luve  for  nearly  half  a  centur}*  been  claiming  the  free 
navigation  of  the  8t  Lawrence  as  a  natural  right.    It  has 
at  length  been  gratuitously  conceded  to  us  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  now  uie  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat] 
complains  of  it  as  a  grievance. 

The  Senator  [Mr.  ClaxI  also  complains  that  the  in- 
structions state  *' that  the  late  administration  hud  aban- 
doned certain  pretensions."  The  Senator  admits  that 
these  pretensions  had  been  waived.  I'lie  Senator  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Foksttii]  has  contended  that  there  is  no 
difference  in  substance  between  these  words.  I  leave 
thisgrave  question  to  be  settled  by  those  learned  Senators, 
and  will  proceed  to  show  what  those  pretennons  were, 
and  which  I  can  hardly  restrain  myself  from  pronouncing 
Were  puerile  in  the  extreme. 

During  th^  session  of  1823,  Congress  was  informed 
that  an  act  was  pentling  in  parliament,  for  the  openfng  of 
the  colonial  ports  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
In  consequence,  an  act  passed,  autiioriztng  the  l^rexdent, 
in  case  the  act  uf  Parliament  «u  satisGtCtoty  to  him,  to 
open  the  poru  of  the  United  States  to  British  TCswls,  by 
bis  proclamation.  The  act  of  Pariiament  wu  deemed 
iatiitsctory,  and  a  proclamation  was  accordingly  issued, 
and  the  trade  commenced.  Unfortunately  for  our  com- 
merce, and  I  think contrar)'  to  justice,  a  treasury  circular 
issued,  directing  the  collectors  to  charge  Briti^  vessels 
entenng  our  ports  with  the  alien  tonnage  and  discrimi- 
nating duties.  This  order  was  remonstrated  against,  (1 
think,)  by  Mr.  Vaug^an.  The  trade,  however,  went  on 
unintenupted.  Congress  met,  and  a  bill  was  draughted  in 
1823,  by  Mr.  Adam%  then  Secretuy  of  State,  lad  pMsed 

•ft.  VIU.— 86 


both  Houses,  with  little,  if  any  debate.  I  voted  for  it, 
belienng  that  it  met.  in  a  spirit  of  reciprocity,  the  act  or 
Parliament.  This  bill  contained,  however,  one  little  word, 
"  elsewhere,"  which  completely  defeated  all  our  expeo* 
tatlons.  It  was  noticed  by  no  one.  llie  Senator  fron 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  WaasTn}  may  have  understood  its 
effect.  If  he  did  so  understand  it,  he  was  lulent.  The 
effect  of  that  word  "elsewliere"  was  to  assume  the  pre- 
tensions alluded  to  in  the  instructions.  What  were  they? 
"That  the  produce  of  Uie  United  States  should  be  re- 
ceived in  the  West  IniUes,  on  payment  of  the  same  duties 
as  wer^payable  on  the  produce  of  the  North  American 
colonies."  The  BritlA  minister  said,  "is  well  might  we 
ask  that  our  sugar  should  be  received  tsf^  of  duty,  as  is 
tlie  sugar  of  Louisiana." 

The  result  was,  that  the  British  Government  shut  their 
colonial  ports  immediately,  and  thenceforward.  Tlie  act 
of  183  j  gave  us  a  monopoly  of  the  West  India  tnde.  It 
admitted,  free  of  duty,  a  variety  of  articles,  such  as  In- 
dian corn,  oats,  In<lian  meal,  pease,  beans,  &e.  ,&c. 

The  British  Government  thou^iit  that  we  entertained  a 
belief  that  they  could  not  do  without  our  produce,  and 
by  their  acts  of  27th  June  and  5th  Jtily,  1835,  they  opened 
their  ports  to  all  tlie  world,  on  terms  farless  advantageous 
to  the  United  States  than  those  of  the  act  of  1823{  and 
these  are  the  pretensions  which  the  instructions  say  bad 
been  i^andoned  by  the  late  administration.  They  were 
abandoned,  Mr.  Prendent,  by  the  following  words  in  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  Gallatin:  "That  the  United  States 
consent  to  waive  the  demand  which  they  have  heretofore 
made  of  the  atlmission  of  tlieir  productions  into  British 
colonies,  at  the  same  and  no  higher  rate  of  duty  as  umilar 
articles  are  chaTfeable  with  when  imported  from  one 
into  another  British  colony,  with  the  exception  of  our 
produce  flescending  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sorrel." 
Now,  nr,  whatever  difference  there  be  between  tlie 
wonb  ''waivei^*  and  **  abandonment,**  in  common  par- 
lance, it  is  in  this  case  a  complete  abandonment  in  diplo- 
matic language.  What,  in  simple  truth,  is,afler  all,  the  great 
ground  of  objection.'  It  ia  this.  Mr.  McLane  has  made 
an  arrangement  conformably  to  tlienreceding  instructiwis 
from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Gallatin.  Bme  Wm  laehvnuh 

The  dissolution  of  the  Ute  cabinet,  Mr.  Prewlent,  hin 
been  chained  upon  Mr.  Van  Burcnt  and  what  is  there 
at  home  or  abroad  that  we  havenothetadcbargedto  him^ 
lite  elder  Adams  changed  all  bis  eabinet,  except  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy.  They  change  was  approved  by  the 
democratic  party,  and  disapproved  by  the  aristocracy  of 
the  day.  A  change  of  the  cabinet  is,  therefore,  nothing 
new.  We  now  grieve  and  lament  over  the  late  change, 
and  yet  never  was  a  ci^inet  more  traduced  Uian  the  Ute 
one,  by  the  whole  body  of  the  oppontion  throughoat  the 
Union.  The  cabinet  certainly  was  such  none  as  did  not 
meet  the  views  or  approbation  of  the  ft-iends  of  the 
administration.  They  regretted  in  nlence  the  selections 
which  the  Prendent  had  made.  The  gentlemen  selected 
were  honest  and  honorable  men.  They  were  my  political 
friends,  and,  I  may  say,  some  of  them  were  my  penonal 
intimates.  Their  dismisnl  has  done  no  harm  to  the  nation. 
Tlie  new  cabinet  is  (I  believe)  more  acceptable  to  all  par- 
ties. The  members  (^Ifere  known  to  M  competent  to 
the  special  duties  of  their  several  departments,  and  equal- 
ly so  as  advisers  in  the  great  affiurs  of  the  nation.  What 
is  it  to  the  people  whether  A,  B,  C,  D,  be  at  the  bead 
of  affairs.'  All  the  people  ask,  is,  that  their  duties  shall 
be  well  performed,  and  that  they  act  in  harmony.  But 
the  present  President  has  held  no  cabinet  councils  for 
two  years,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  charged  as  being  the 
adviser  of  the  Prendent  to  th^  course,  la  this  mode 
new?  I  belicvenot— 1  think  Gienend  Washington  held  no 
cabinet  council  during  the  first  two  years  mnu  sdnunis- 
tmlioi^  and  I  renbember  well  a  discussion  in  atronftcna^ 
■gainit  the  Piesideat'i  boldloy  thcai,  on  the  (round  cT 
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their  bein^  unconititutjonal.  I  think  that  General  Jack- 
uon  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  Congress,  and  perhaps 
he  then  imbibed  the  opinion  that  cabinet  coundla  were 
not  confbrinable  with  the  constitution.  Reasoning  thus, 
I  must  believe  that  the  not  aasembling  bis  cabinet  was  his 
own  act,  and  not  in  consequence  of  the  representations  of 
Ur.  Van  Buren.  The  unpardonable  crime  of  tliis  gentle- 
man has  always  been  that  the  Prewdent  has  KK».t  confi- 
dence in  his  talents  and  abilities,  which  aU  will  admit  he 
possesses  in  an  eminent  degree. 

The  Senator  from  HasBachusetts  [Mr.  Wxbstbb]  says, 
that  "instructions  showing  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
dominant  party  with  that  of  the  defeated  party,  had  ncrer 
been  «ven  bj^  any  Goveniinent**  I  ask,  Mr.  President^ 
on  what  ground  does  the  Senator  make  that  assertion } 
Few  nations,  if  any,  except  our  own,  have  ever  published 
the  instructions  to  their  ministers.  We,  therefore,  cannot 
know  what  has  been  done.  But  I  hardly  think  it  powble  that 
iuch  instructions  never  have  been  given.  They  are  natural, 
and  «  ere  for  Mr.  Mctane  alone,  and  never  uiow  n  by  him 
to  any  penon.  But  I  infer  from  Mr.  Hartley's  language 
to  our  commissioners  at  Paris,  when  treating  for  a  peace, 
that  he  must  have  had  some  such  instructions,  as  he  would 
not  otherwise  faave  talked  of  a  change  of  ministry,  as 
holding  out  a  ttirer  prospect  of  uhtirately  leading  to  a 
general  peace. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  has  also  been  chaiged  with  being  the 
father  of  what  has  been  improperly  called  the  *'  prescrip- 
tive system:"  or*  in  oUier,  and  more  appropriate  lan- 
guage, "the  removal  from  office."  Where  is  the  proof? 
None  can  be  produced:  all  is  surmise  and  conjecture.  1 
act  on  no  such  ground.  When  an  assertion  such  as  this 
is  made,  I  want  proof  of  its  being  well  founded.  But  1 
absolutely  deny  the  charge,  ana  will  offer  unquestion- 
able proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  denial.  Tlie  charge 
cannot  possibly  be  substantiated,  unless  tlie  Senator 
who  maae  it  can  satis^  this  Senate  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
could  be  at  Albany  and  Washington  at  one  and  the 
nme  time.  I  will  simply  sbite  the  fitcta.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
va#  at  Albany  acting  as  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York  when  the  extra  session  of  the  Senate  met  on  the  4th 
March,  1839.  1  think  he,  Mr.  V.  B.,  was  nominated  on  the 
5th  March.  At  this  extra  session  of  the  Senate,  seventy- 
five  dfiicers  were  appointed,  principally  to  fill  vacancies 
occasioned  by  removals  from  office.  Of  these  officers, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  could  know  nothing.  The  advisers  to 
ttiia  course,  if  there  were  any,  were  me  members  of  the 
cabinet  then  present.  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  know  but 
ftw  of  those  removals,  or  of  those  appointed.  I  well  re- 
member that  I  saw  BCr.  Van  Buren  in  Baltimore  after  my 
return  home,  and  therefore  conclude  that  it  must  have 
been  at  least  a  month  between  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment  and  his  arrival  at  Washington.  I  think,  Mr.  Prew- 
dent,  that  I  have  proved  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  not 
have  been  the  fkther  of  what  is  improperly  called  the 
**  proscriptire  systemt"  a  system  adopted  b^  some  of  the 
States  of  thb  Union  both  before  and  after  ttus  admitiistra- 
tion  came  into  office.  For  myself,  I  am  opposed  to  re- 
movals from  office  for  opinions  declared.  But,  nr,  1 
would  remove  any  officer  who  made  use  of  his  office  to 
force  inferiors  to  act  contrary  to  their  wishes.  I  would 
remove  every  postmaster  who  bad  been  known  to  frank 
"  the  coffin  luuidbill^*'  or  any  other  abtinve  papers  of 
cither  of  the  candidates.  Few  removals  of  eonsec^uence 
have  been  made  in  Maryland.  1  think  four  in  Baltimore, 
where  the  most  important  offices  are.  One  of  these  re- 
movals I  regretted — ^it  proceeded  from  the  best  feelings  of 
the  heart. 

Before  I  finish  my  remarks,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  I  will  notice 
what  passed  between  the  tiien  Secretair  of  State[Hr.  Clat] 
and  myself,  in  relation  to  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July, 
1825.  I  fifst  saw  a  copy  of  that  act  in  Baltimore,  and 
mcnttoned  it  to  the  Secretary.  Be  sdd  that  he  tad  tiie 


act  in  his  possession,  and  handed  it  to  me. '  I  asked  him 
whether  ttie  terms  proposed  were  satisfactory.  He  said 
that  he  considered  they  were  all  we  could  ask.  I  then 
observed,  why  not  issue  a  proclamation  under  our  act% 
and  thus  open  the  trade  f  He  replied  vhat  he  would  pre- 
fer negotiation,  tasked,  why?  for  what  will  yoa  nego- 
tiate? We  have  nothing  to  do  but  fo  give  our  assent, 
and  the  trade  is  at  once  opened.  I  had  the  act  printed, 
and  handed  a  copy  to  Ur.  Adams,  who  had  never  seen  it 
before.  He  agrred  that  the  terms  were  satia&ctoiT.  I 
then  pressed  him  to  issue  his  proelanatton,  and  told  him 
that  if  be  ^d  not,  I  should  be  compelled  to  introduce  a  biB. 
He  remarked  that  he  wished  I  would  do  so,  and  that  be 
would  not  only  sign  it,  but  sign  it  with  pleasure.  I  did 
prepare  a  bill,  under  the  order  of  the  Senate;  and  dov^t- 
fill  whether  it  might  be  correctly  drawn,  so  as  to  effect 
my  object,  I  sent  it  to  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  [Mr. 
Clat,1  wiU)  a  request  that  he  would  correct  it  if  nece*. 
sary.  He  replied,  in  writing,  to  this  effect:  **that  the  (hD 
was  draughted  to  meet  my  object;  that  H  was  so  doubtful 
wbetberitwerebestto  act  bylaw,  or  by  negotiation,  diatit 
was  in<UiTeTent  which  course  should  be  adopted-**  The  btU 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Uoyd,  who,  it  was  believed,  had 
the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  it  failed  to  become 
a  Uw,  1  believe  from  want  of  time  to  act  upon  it.  The 
Senator  [Mr.  Clat]  has  said  Mr.  Canning  had  observed 
that  even  if  the  bill  had  passed,  it  could  not  have  been  ad- 
mitted as  satisfactory.  This  observation  may  have  arisea 
from  its  being  imperlhctly  drawn,  or  from  sotte  otfaer 
cause.  Perhaps  the  Bi^tiah  minister  expected  that  Ac 
President  would  have  opened  our  porta  by  prodamation,  as 
he,  Mr.  Canning,  knew  that  the  Prendent  possessed  fuU 
power  to  do  so,  under  our  acta  of  1833  and  1824^  both  of 
which  we  know  had  been  draughted  by  Mr.  Adams  when 
Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  deemed  it  necessary,  Mr.  Prettdent,toina]ce  these 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  colonial  trade,  as  a  reply  to  tbe 
obserra:tions  on  this  subject  which  tare  fsllm  mma  the 
Senator  fnnn  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut.] 

NoTK. — The  following  letter,  and  accompanying  ex- 
tract from  another  letter,  on  tbe  same  subject,  have  oeen 
received  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State- 

DiraBTXaHT  OF  Statx, 
tVaahmg^  Jamtary  SO,  1833. 

Saxvxi.  Smm,  Bsq.  SenaU  oftht  IMiei  SIoUm: 

Sia:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  inqiuty 
of  yesterday,  that  the  records  ctmtaining  the  inatructioRa 
of  the  department  to  Mr.  Christopher  Hughes,  when,  for- 
merly charg£  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Sweden, 
Iwve  been  carefully  examined,  and  that  aU  which  is  found 
intiiem,  in  relation  to  the  then  claims  of  oar  citizens  upon 
the  Government  of  that  countr}',  is  given  in  the  subjoiiied 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  him,  dated  ITtk 
June,  1819. 

1  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serraQts 
EDWARD  UVINGSTOM. 
£xiraet  of  a  letter  fnm  Mr,  Jdamt,  Secretary     Stattf  is 
j^^^^eit  ehm-gi  (Ti^ffara  of  tke  VhtttS  •Sbrfei  at 

Dxramnmrr  »  Stats,  Jtiw  17,  i9l9. 
"  Ttte  President  hss  l^een  absent  ftom  the  ant  of  Go- 
vernment, on  a  tour  to  the  Soulli  and  West;  abicetheSOA 
March.  Uis  return  to  this  place,  in  the  course  of  two  or 
tiirce  weeks,  is  expected.  Since  his  dej^arture,  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's latest  correspondence  with  the  Swecfish  Gorem- 
ment,  on  the  subject  of  the  Stralsund  ctaims^  has  been 
received,  as  well  as  that  wliich  followed,Mr.  RusselTs  tak- 
ing leave  of  the  court.  It  is  painfiil  to  perceive  the  per- 
severance of  the  Swedish  Government  in  withholding  the 
indemoi^  ap  justly  and  indl^utably  due  to  our  ^ow- 
cftSzent  vho  suffered  by  those  sei^rea,  for  whk^  not 
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;ven  r  plaunble  pretext  is  alleged.  It  is  still  more  painrul 
o  find  this  denial  of  justice,  accompanied  by  inanuatioiis 
leither  candid  nor  friendly,  and  by  allegations  utterly 
testitute  of  foundation.  Earnestly  desirous  of  mainttin- 
n^,  with  Sweden,  the  most  friendly  and  harmonious  re- 
ationa,  I  shall  reserve,  until  after  the  President's  return, 
ill  further  remarks  on  the  subject," 

Mr.  ATEBSTER  sai^  in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
PoBHTTK,  that  it  was,  in  his  judgment,  a  great  mtsUke 

0  say  that  what  was  now  called  the  American  "  preten- 
lion,"  originated  with  Mr.  Adams*  either  aa  President  or 
iecreury  of  State.  By  the  way,  it  is  singular  enough 
hat  the  American  side  of  this  question  is  called,  in  the 
nstructions  before  us,  a  pretension,  too  long  persisted  ini 
mt  the  British  side  of  it  is  called  a  right,  too  long  and  too 
enaciously  resisted  by  us.  This  courteous  mode  of  speak- 
ng  of  the  claims  of  a  foreign  Government,  and  this  re- 
iroachful  mode  of  speaking  of  the  claims  of  our  own,  is 
lertainly  somewhat  novel  in  diplomacy.  But,  whether  it 
»e  called,  respectAiliy,  a  claim,  or,  reproachftilly,  a  pre- 
ension,  it  did  not,  originate  with  Mr.  Adams.  It  had  a 
nucli  earIier;origin.  This  "pretension,"  nowabandoned 
cith  so  much  scorn,  or  this  claim,  said,  reproachfully,  to 
lave  been  first  set  up  by  the  late  administration,  orimnat- 
|d  with  George  Washington.  He  put  his  own  hand  to  it. 
He  insisted  on  it;  and  he  would  not  treat  with  England  on 
he  subject  of  the  colonial  trade,  irithout  considering  it 

In  his  uistructions  to  Mr.  Morris,  under  his  own  hand, 
a  October,  1789,  President  Washington  says— *<  Let  it  be 
troiigly  impressed  on  j  our  mind  that  the  privilege  of 
:arrying  our  productions,  in  our  vessels,  to  their  islands, 
ind  bringing  m  retunuthe  productions  of  those  islands  to 
wir  own  ports  and  markets,  is  regarded  liere  as  of  the 
lighest  importance;  and  you  will  be  careful  not  to  coun 
enance  any  jdea  of  our  dispensing  with  it  in  a  treaty. 
Ascertain,  if  possible,  their  views  on  this  subject:  for  it 
rould  not  be  expedient  to  commence  negotiations  with- 
Hit  previously  having  good  reasons  to  expect  a  satisfac- 
ory  termination  of  them." 

Observe,  sir,  thit  President  Washington,  in  these  in- 
tructions,  is  not  speaking  of  the  empty  and  futile  right 
if  sending  our  own  vessels,  without  cargoes,  to  the  fin- 
ish West  Indies;  but  be  is  speaking  of  the  substantial 
■ight  of  canying  our  own  products  to  the  islands,  for  sale 
ind  consumption  there.  And  whether  these  products 
vcrc  shut  out  by  positive  act  of  Parliament,  or  by  a  tarilF 
if  duties,  absolutely  and  necessarily  prohibitory,  could 
Bake  no  ditference.  The  object  was  to  provide,  by 
reaty,  if  it  could  be  done,  that  our  products  should  find 
heir  way,  effectually  and  profitably,  into  the  markets  of 
he  British  West  Indies.  This  was  General  Washington's 
ibject    This  was  the  «pretennon"  which  he  setup. 

It  it  well  known,  sir,  that  no  satis&ctoiy  arrangement 
vas  made,  in  General  Washington's  time,  respecUng  our 
rade  with  the  British  West  Indies  But  the  breaking  out 
>f  the  French  revolution,  and  the  wars  which  it  occasioned, 
»ere  causes  which,  of  themselves,  opened  the  ports  of 
he  West  Indies.  During  the  long  continuance  of  those 
tran,  our  vessels,  with  cargoes  of  our  own  products, 
bund  Uieir  way  into  the  British  West  India  islands  under 

1  practical  rduxation  of  the  British  colonial  system.  While 
hifl  condition  of  things  lasted,  we  did  very  well  without 
I  particular  treaty.  But  when  the  European  wars,  and 
Mir  war,  all  ceased,  .then  Great  Briton  returned  to  her 
brmer  system;  then  the  islands  became  shut  against  uii 
ind  then  it  became  necessary  to  treat  on  the  subject. 
And,  wr,  we  proposed  to  treat;  our  ministers  were,  sue- 
jessively,  instructed  to  treat,  from  that  time  forward. 
Vnd,  sir,  I  undertake  to  say  that  neitlier  Mr.  Madison, 
vho  was  then  President,  nor  his  succeiMW,  Mr.  Monroe, 
i;ave  any  authori^  vr  permianon  to  aiqr  Amerioui  minis- 
%r  to  abandon  this  preteniioi^  and  give  it  up,  or  even  to 
nivei^or  pos^Ktiie  i^nod  make  n  tt-ea^  without  pro* 


viding  for  it.  No  such  thing.  On  the  contrary,  it  will 
appear,  I  think,  jf  we  look  through  papers  which  hare 
been  sent  to  the  Senate,  that,  under  Mr.  Madison's  admin- 
iKtration,  our  minister  in  England  was  fully  instructed  on 
this  subject,  and  expected  to  press  it.  And  as  to  Mr. 
■Monroe,  I  have  means  of  being  informed,  in  a  manner  not 
liable  to  mistake,  that  he  was,  on  this  subject^  always  im- 
moveable. He  would  not  negotiate  without  treating  on 
this  branch  of  the  trade;  nor  didl  ever  understand  that,  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion 
whatever  anwrng  flie  gentlemen  who  composed  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's cabinet.  Mr.  Aoams,  as  Secretary  of  State,  rote 
the  despatchesand  the  instructions;  but  the  policy  was  the 
policy  of  the  whole  administration,  as  far  as  I  ever  under- 
stood. Certain  it  is,  it  was  the  settled  and  determined 
poFicy  of  Mr.  Monroe  himself.  Indeed,  sir,  so  far  is  it 
from  being  true  that  this  pretension  originated  with  Mr. 
Adams,  tlut  it  was  in  his  administration  that,  for  the  flrrt 
time,  permission  was  given,  under  ver^  peculiar  circum- 
stances, and  with  restrictions,  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  waiv- 
ing ^18  part  of  the  question.  This  has  been  already 
alluded  to,  and  fully  explained,  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky. 

So,  then,  sir,  this  pretennon,  asserted  in  the  instruc- 
tions to  have  been  first  set  up  by  the  late  administration, 
is  shown  to  have  had  Frendent  Washington  tot  its  author, 
uid  to  have  received  the  countenance  of  every  President 
who  had  occasion  to  act  on  the  subject,  from  1789  down 
to  the  time  of  the  present  administration. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Congress  itself  has  sanctioned  this 
same  <' pretenuon."  The  act  of  Ist  March,  1823,  makea 
it  an  express  condition)  upon  which,  and  upon  which  alone, 
our  porta  shall  be  opened  to  British  vessels  and  cargoes 
from  the  West  Indies,  on  the  same  duties  as  our  vesselsand 
cat^oes;  that  our  products  should  be  admitted  into  those 
islands,  without  paying  uiy  other  or  higher  duties  than 
slialt  be  pud  on  similar  productions  coming  from  else- 
where. AH  this  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  third 
section  of  that  act  Now,  remember,  ur,  that  this  act  of 
Congress  passed  in  March,  1833,  two  years  before  the 
commencement  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration.  The  act 
originated  in  the  Senate.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland,  who  has  spoken  on  this  subject  to.day,  [Mr. 
SxiTH,]  was  then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  took  part 
in  the  ^Kuinon  of  tlua  venr  biUt  and  he  supported  it  and 
voted  for  it  It  paaicd  both  Houae%  without  material  op- 
position in  either.  Now,  nr,  how  is  tt  possible,  after 
referring  to  this  law  of  1823,  to  find  any  apology  for  the 
assertion  contained  in  these  instructions,  that  tins  claim  is 
a  pretenuon  first  set  up  by  Hr.  Adams's  administration^ 
How  is  it  possible  that  this  law  could  have  been  overlook- 
ed, or  not  remembered?  In  short,  nr,  with  am  tolerable 
acquaintance  with  the  hiatory  of  the  negotiation*  of  the 
Cmted  States,  or  their  legislation,  how  are  we  to  account 
for  it,  that  such  "an  assertion  as  these  instnictiwu  contain 
should  have  found  its  way  into  them? 

But  the  honorable  member  from  Georgia  asks  why  we 
lay  all  this  to  the  charge  of  the  Secretary,  and  not  to  the 
charge  of  the  President.  The  answer  is,  the  President's 
conduct  is  not  before  us.  We  are  not,  and  cannot  be- 
come hii  accosera.  even  if  ve  thought  there  were  any 
thing  in  Us  conduct  which  gave  cause  fiiraccusation.  But 
the  Secretan  is  before  us.  Not  brought  before  us  by  anj 
act  of  ours:  he  is  placed  before  us  by  the  President's  no- 
mination. On  that  nomination  we  cannot  decline  to  act. 
We  must  other  confirm,  or  reject  it  Aa  to  the  notion  that 
the  8ecretai7  of  State  was  but  the  instrument  of  the  Pre- 

■  Tka  dmaMtanss  iii  mat  oetmt  td  Mr.  Wctiier^  twollMilua  at 
ite  aMnMntk*  «a«  apeakfMct  ku<      vwak  li»  Mr.  Taa  Bwwa  was 
•r  Ifce  BcMMe  u  Ike  tttt  Ubw     ikr  paMlaf  ifiUs 
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law;  and  Mr.  HaLaac  was,  u  ihs 
qT  BrpmCBtaara.  to  Ikal  Mr.  Tn 


a  tuw,a 
I  Bairn  d 


twar 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1367 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1368 


Exeattht  Pneeedmga. 


tJAS.  1833. 


rident,  «nd  so  not  responnble  for  these  instructions,  I  re- 
ject, Kt  once,  wXl  such  defence,  excuse,  or  apolo|7;  or 
whKterer  else  it  may  be  called.  If  there  be  »ny  thing  in 
a  public  despatch  dero|^tory  to  the  honor  of  the  countr>, 
M  I  think  there  is  iu  wt,  it  is  enough  for  me  that  I  see 
whose  hand  ia  to iL  If  it  be  nid  that  the  signer  was  only 
an  instrument  in  the  handa  of  others,  1  reply,  that  I  cannot 
concur  in  conferring  a  hiffii  pubfic  diplomatic  trust  on  any 
one  whohuconsented,  under  any  circumstance^  to  be  an 
instrument  in  such  a  case. 

He  honorable  member  from  Georgia  asks,  also,  why 
we  hare  slept  on  this  subject;  and  why,  at  this  late  day, 
webringforward  complwnts.  Sir,  nobody  has  slept  upon 
it.  Since  Uiese  instructions  hare  been  made  public,  there 
has  been  no  previous  opportunity  to  discuss  them.  The 
honorable  member  will  recollect  that  the  whole  arrange- 
ment with  England  was  done  and  completed  before  ever 
these  instructions  saw  the  light.  The  President  opened 
the  trade  by  his  proclamation,  inOctd>er,  1830;  but  thebe 
instructions  were  not  publicly  sent  to  Congrera  till  after- 
wards; thi^  is,  till  January,  1831.  And  they  were  not 
then  sent  with  any  view  that  either  House  should  act  upon 
the  subject;  for  the  whole  business  was  alreiuly  SL-ttled. 
For  one,  I  never  saw  the  instructinns,  nor  heard  ihem 
Tead,  till  January,  1831 1  nor  did  I  ever  hear  them  spoken 
of  as  containing  these  obnoxious  passages.  This,  then,  is 
tiie  first  opportunity  for  coniiidfrmg  these  instructions. 

That  they  have  been  subjects  uf  complaint  out  doors 
rince  they  were  made  public,  and  of  much  severe  animad- 
rernon,  is  certainly  true.  But,  until  now,  there  never 
has  been  an  opportunity  naturally  calling  fur  their  dtxcus- 
sion  here.  The,  honorable  gentleman  m»y  be  assured 
that,  if  such  occasion  had  presented  itself,  it  would  have 
been  embraced. 

I  entirely  forbear,  Mr.  President,  from  going  into  the 
merits  of  Uie  late  arrangement  with  England  as  a  measure 
of  commercial  policy.  Another  time  will  come,  1  trust, 
more  suitable  for  that  discussion.  For  the  present,  1  eon- 
fine  myselfstrictly  to  such  parts ofUieinstnienona  asl  think 
plainly  objectionable  and  reprehensible;  whatever  may  be 
the  character  (if  the  agreement  between  us  and  Englitncl, 
as  matter  of  policy.  And  I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  place  the 
justification  of  my  vote  on  the  party  tone  and  party  clia- 
ractcr  of  these  instructions.  Let  me  ask,  if  such  considera- 
tions as  these  are  to  be  addressed  to  a  (bre^  Govern- 
ment, what  is  that  foreign  Government  to  expect  in  re- 
turn? The  ministers  of  foreign  courts  will  not  bestow 
gratuitous  &vora,  nor  even  gratuitous  smites,  on  American 
parties.  What,  then,  I  repeat,  is  to  be  the  return?  What 
IS  party  to  do  here  for  that  foreign  Government  which  has 
done,  IS  expected  to  do,  or  is  asked  to  do,  somethiDg  for 
party  here?  What  is  to  be  the  consideration  paid  for  this 
foreign  (iivor?  Sir,  must  not  every  man  see  tliat  any  mix- 
ture of  such  causes  or  mo6ves  in  our  foreign  intercourse 
is  as  full  of  danger  as  it  is  of  dishonor? 

I  will  not  pursue  the  subject.  I  am  anxious  only  to 
make  my  own  ground  fully  and  clearly  understood;  and 
willingly  leave  every  other  gentleman  to  his  own  opinions. 
And  1  cheerfully  submit  my  own  vote  to  the  opinion  of 
the  country.  I  willingly  leave  it  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  say  whether  I  am  acting  a  factioua  and 
unworthy  part,  or  the  part  of  a  true-hearted  American,  in 
withholding  my  approbation  from  the'  nomination  of  a  gen- 
tleman as  minister  to  England,  who  has  already,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  instructed  his  predecessor  at  the  same  court 
to  carry  pai-iy  considerations,  to  urge  party  merits,  and 
solicit  party  favors,  at  tite  foot  of  the  British  throne. 

Mr.  MILLER  Said,  I  understood  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  when  he  addressed  the  Senate  early 
in  the  debate,  to  say  that  he  intended  to  move  to  have 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  removed,  with  the  view  that  the 
public  miglit  ba  informed  as  to  tlie  grounds  upon  which 
this  nominatioa  had  been  opposed  snd  supported;  and. 


from  the  expression  of  opinion  from  those  around  me,  I 
have  no  doubt  btit  tliat  motion  wiUpreraL  The  ntuatioa 
in  which  I  stand,  in  relation  to  the  parties  here  and  st 
home,  requires  me  briefly  to  assign  my  reasons  for  the 
vute  I  shaA  give.  I  may  be  permitted  to  decUre  I  hsn 
the  most  perfect  respect  for  ibis  body,  individually  ud 
collectively.  The  observations  I  dull  make  are  to  du« 
to  the  pubjic,  the  Senate,  and  my  constituents,  the  ground 
on  which  I  stand.  I  trust  if  any  thing  escapes  from  mc, 
in  the  hurry  of  debate,  Mtvorif^  of  severity  do  the  «m- 
dnct  of  the  nominee,  it  will  be  conndned  as  apiiiwing 
from  the  conscious  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  royaelf,  ami  the 
State  I  in  part  represent,  and  not  in  the  sliglitest  d^t« 
to  implicate  the  feelings  of  any  one  here,  much  less  tnSa- 
encc  their  opinions.  Thus  called  on  to  rive  a  vote  on  t 
responsible  and  delicate  subject,  it  would  have  been  de- 
sirable that  I  sjiould  have  had  the  same  grounds  to  rest  en 
with  others  who  have  embarked  in  the  debate;  but  I  han 
not  this  consolation.  Upon  this  qiieation  I  am  insuUtcd, 
and  have  reasons  which  nave  not  afc  yet  been  broagfatfbt- 
ward,  which  are  peculiar  to  myself.  I  stand  here  Eke  ose 
of  the  sons  of  liihmael:  my  hand  is  against  every  one,  and 
the  hand  of  every  one  against  me. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Poiitskxtsi]  sud, 
on  yestercUy,  he  had  heard,  in  his  absence,  that  a  motioa 
had  been  introduced  for  a  specific  inquiry  into  thecmiduct 
of  the  nominee  during  his  superintendence  of  the  Suie 
Department,  and  that  this  inquiry  bad  been  rcmtcd  by 
his  friends.  And  I  undentood  the  member  from  Gefugia 
[Mr.  Forsyth]  to  say,  the  Senator  from  UissiMStppi  was 
misinformed  as  to  the  course  of  the  friends  of  the  nominee 
on  these  resolutions.  Sir,  it  will  be  recollected,  whn 
this  appointment  first  came  under  consideration,  that!  sug- 
gested doubts  upon  my  mind  in  relation  to  it.  I  supported 
the  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Forcifin  Rela- 
tions, desiring  to  shelter  myself  under  the  autboril^'  of  th^ 
niOkt  respectuhle  and  enfiglitened  committee,  upon  se- 
veral points  incitlentHlly  .thrown  out,  such  as  to  the  cvue 
of  the  hUe  dissolution  of  the  cabinet;  the  propricbr  of 
having  a  resident  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  Jantes,  vbea 
we  had  only  a  charg£  d'aflaircs  from  that  court  hcrv:  and 
the  propriety  and  reasons  of  the  recall  from  that  court  cf 
our  very  popular  minister,  Mr.  McLnne.  It  wms  tben 
urged  b^  a  Senator  on  my  leA,  [Mr.  Kask,]  a  frieiHl  of 
the  nommee,  that  the  reference  should  take  phce;  acd  it 
wasasaertett  that  the  character  of  the  Senate  reqiurcd  the 
investigation,  after  the  suggestions  thrown  out  by  my<vUl 
I  certainly  did  not  intend  to  put  the  cliaractrr  of  tlw 
Senate  in  issue  by  any  thing  thrown  out  by  me;  nor  do  T 
think  it  was  bo  placed;  but  it  is  equally  certain  I  n'<«a.it, 
and  had  the  right,  to  put  the  character  of  this  apphaal 
for  uflice  In  issue,  so  rar  as  to  clear  up  my  objections  to 
him,  if  unfoumled. 

When  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  vcre 
under  conuderation,  1  did  not  entirely^  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  tliem  to  tlie  Cumntittee.  There  meit 
objections  to  the  call  made  on  the  President,  which  m%fa: 
involve  the  Senate  in  difficulty.  1  doubt  the  expcdkn* 
of  one  branch  of  the  Government  ever  fomudly  a.«k.tf 
another  co-ordinate  branch  to  state  the  reaaons  of  its  «& 
duct.  There  are  questions  of  privilege  of  a  delicate 
character,  which  ought  nut  to  be  sported  with.  We  oap'- 
not  to  put  ourselves  ever  in  a  position  to  be  iiMltrd  ^tk 
impunity.  When  we  make  a  call  on  the  Preudeni.  * 
ought  to  be  suci)  a  one  as  we  Iiave  the  ri^t  to  in^st  cc 
being  responded  to.  Hence,  early  in  the  session,  bcfvrc 
i  WU9  yet  warm  in  my  seat,  I  objected  to  the  call  propcstd 
to  be  made  by  the  Senators  from  Maine  on  the  subject  d' 
the  Northeastern  boundary.  I  voted,  therefore,  w.iti 
mover,  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table;  but  f  certaJ-^ 
did  believe  that  those  who  voted  against  laying  the  nio- 
lutions  on  Uie  table,  meant  to  vote  acainst  then^  and 
to  refer  themi  and  I  must  add,  m)r  imprcavciis  aa  to  the 
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oiirae  the  friends  of  tlie  nominee  desired,  are  in  confirma- 
iun  of  the  views  t&kcn  by  my  friend  from  Mississippi.  1 
:in  scarcely  be  misttken  on  this  matter;  but,  test  I  may 
e  so,  I  t^ke  the  liberty  to  put  directly  tiie  question  to  the 
lenator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Fobsit^]  whether  he  did 
lot,  by  voting  aguinst  the  reaolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
faine,  on  the  table,  intend  to  follow  up  his  vote,  if  sue- 
essfu),  by  votingto  reject  them?  [HereUr.  FOUSYTH 
osf ,  and  answered,  tliat  he  did  intend  so  to  vote,  to  reject 
hent.] 

I  perceive  I  did  not  err  in  the  opinion  I  entertained  of 
he  course  of  the  friends  of  the  nominee,  and,  in  con- 
iirmity  with  what  was  suggested  by  them,  I  have  taken 
he  trouble  to  infiirm  myself  on  some  of  the  pmnti.  Tet 
still  would  be  satisfied  to  let  a  committee  be  charged 
irith  this  subject,  should  the  fiiendsof  tlie  nominee  re- 
[iiire  it  OUierwise,  from  the  facts  1  have  heard  and 
lelieve,  (the  names  of  the  persons  giving  the  information 
irc  authtmzed  to  be  given  upi  they  are  the  most  intelti- 
^iit  and  respecUblv,  on  whose  statements  I  rely  most 
mpticitly.)  1  have  determined  to, vote  in  the  negative  on 
lii^  question.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  told  us 
hat  ne  is  both  the  personal  and  politicar  friend  of  the 
lominee.  In  this  he  has  tlie  advantage  of  me.  I  never 
lad  the  honor  to  see  him;  I  did  not  happen  to  meet  with 
lim  in  his  Southern  pilgrimage.  I  once  considered  my- 
eir  Ills  political  friend.  I  do  not  now — lie  has  forced  me 
rom  the  ranks  of  those  who  may  be  conudered  the  faith- 
ul  adiierents  of  the  present  administration.  I  am  left  to 
ollow,  uiitrammellea  by  the  force  of  party,  what  is  right, 
approving  whatb  commenda)>lei  and  censuring  what  is 
vpreheiis.ble.  Among  tlic  objections  of  a  personal  and 
>ulitical  character,  I  reckon  not  the  least  the  agency  he 
las  had  in  alienating  the  President  from  a  portion  of  his 
)1(1  and  most  devoted  personal  ftiends,  his  earliest  sup- 
lortvrs,  and  rendering  a  very  respectable  portion  of  the 
jeople  of  8oulh  Carolina  disaffected,  more  or  less,  to  the 
^liicf  Magistrate,  whom  tlicy  have  formerly  held  in  the 
lighest  estimation,  as  well  fur  hin  public  services  as  fur  hut 
tipposed  sound  political  principles.  For  my  own  part,  I 
vas  bretl  up  with  a  personal  regard  fbr  the  character 
if  the  President — be  was  the  native  of  my  own  district, 
*eared  up  by  one  relation,  and  himself  the  patron  of 
mother.  My  fuXher  was  liia  friend — he  taught  my  elder 
irothers  and  sisters  the  first  rudiments  of  their  education. 
:  hope  the  Senate  will  pardon  me  fur  reading  a  sentence 
ir  two,  extracted  from  an  address  made  by  mysrlf  pre- 
■ious  to  his  election,  as  illustrative  how  &r  I  sustained  bim, 
ipon  personal  as  welt  as  political  grounds: 

Extradjnm  a  ^eeAid  adumer  of  Aunp/er,  1838. 

"Petmitraeto  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  fbr  the 
romplimcntary  notice  it  has  pleased  you  to  bestow  upon 
>ld  Waxaw.  He  must  have  a  heart  as  cold  as  marble, 
vho  does  not  kindle  with  enthusiasm  at  the  mention  of  his 
iatlve  land.  My  kindest  and  most  endearing  recollections 
ire  blended  with  tint  little  neck  of  land  to  be  found  on 
tur  map,  between  the  angle  made  by  the  North  Carolina 
iiie  and  the  Catawba  river.  It  was  tnere  I  was  first  made 
o  admire  the  fame  and  the  talents  of  Davie.  It  was  there 
hat  Jackson  was  the  ittol  of  the  country,  in  the  mild  ra- 
liaiice  of  his  youthful  virtues,  long  bejure  the  lus'  re  of 
lis  name  as  a  distinguished  and  able  general  had  over- 
ipread  an  admiring  and  grateful  nation.  While  all  of  us 
ire  {iioudihat  our  State  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the 
'epublic  so  great  a  man,  I  can  asuire  jrou  that  Jackson  is 
triually  proud  of  the  land  of  his  nativity.  We  have  a 
^laranty  in  the  philosophy  of  nature  of  his  local  attach- 
nents.  Should  yuur  predictions  and  your  hopes  be  n- 
ilizcd,  and  tlie  4th  of  Uarch  next  shall  give  us  Jackson  as 
iiir  President,  the  triumph  will  be  one  of  magnificence 
Liid  grandeur.  It  will  be  a  triumph  of  the  people  over 
he  power  and  pittfNiaf«  of  the  Goveiunett^tt  will  bea 


triumph  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  over  its  loose  and 
perverted  composition.  We  may  then  hope  to  sec  and  to 
feel  a  practical  and  common  sense  administration.  No  lights 
hotisea  in  the  skies — no  splendid  mission — no  entangling 
alliances — no  governmental  exertion  to  bring  out  the  ca- 
pabilities of  the  nation,  by  partial,  uryust,  and  tinconstitu- 
tional  legislation.  Bred  up  in.  the  Jeffersonian  school, 
elevatetl  by  the  democracy  of  the  country,  we  shall  look 
to  him  to  restore  simplicity  and  economy.  We  shall  see 
a  pure  patriot,  who,  having  power,  refuses  to  use  it,  when 
it  adds  not  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union.  Then  will 
the  enemies  of  the  constitution  be  confounded,  and  its 
friends  rejoice  at  the  lustration.  It  will  be  emphatically 
a  great  day  to  the  American  people,  and  a  glorious  one  for 
South  Carptina." 

Mr.  M.  proceeded.  Now,  sir,  it  will,  I  think,  by 
almost  every  one  who  hears  me,  be  admitted  that  the 
events  of  the  present  administration  have  not  entitled  me 
to  much  consioeration  as  a  prophet.  Indeed,  immediately 
after  the  address,  a  very  distinguished  and  highly  valued 
friend  of  mine,  now  no  more,  who  was  older  and  belter 
acquunted  with  men  than  myself^  wrote  to  me,  and  plea- 
santly remarked,  that  so  much  of  my  addresa  as  alluded 
to  General  Jackson,  was  ad  a^^tauhtm,  he  presumed. 
But  I  replied  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  that  I  did  hope 
and  believe  that,  if  he  were  elected,  he  would  appoint  a 
strong  cabinet,  and  bring  about  him  the  best  talents  of  the 
country;  an<i  that  by  his  decision  of  character  and  puritv 
of  purpose,  aided  by  sound  constitutional  advisers,  sucK 
predictions  would  be  verified. 

That  they  have  Railed  signally,  and  none  more  so  than 
the  one  which  alludes  to  tlie  local  attachments  of  General 
Jackson  to  Sontli  Carolina,  I  readily  admit;  and  for  that 
failure,  as  far  as  my  vote  will  go,  I  intend  to  make  the 
nominee  responsible. 

1  happened  to  be  in  Charleston,  from  which  place  I  re- 
side some  distance,  when  the  appointment  of  the  late 
cabinet  was  announced.  Although  none  of  the  rumors  of 
delicate  and  disturbing  character  in  relation  to  *'  harmo- 
nv"  and  Mr.  F^lon,  had  taken  hold  of  the  public  mind, 
his  appointment  was  unpopular.  And  the  4th  of  March 
was  nut  ushered  as  intendnl,  with  any  manifestation  of 
popular  gratification,  owing  to  the  objections  taken  into 
the  cabinet  by  some  of  the  distinguished  citizens  of 
Charleston,  not  now  my  political  friends.  It  was  urged 
that  Mr.  Eaton  had  neither  the  talents,  the  weigiit  of  cha- 
racter, or  scientific  information,  to  make  emcient  and 
successful  the  administration. 

Although  it  was  understood  that  the  gentlemen  in  Con- 
gress from  South  Carolina,  who  shrunk  from  no  responsi- 
bility, who  toiled  gallantly  in  the  House,  and  at  home  in 
the  calnvasa,  did  not  seek  any  reward  but  an  honest  and 
faithful  administration  of  the  Government,  it  was  sup- 
pose<l  by  us  at  home  that  their  claims  would  nut  be  over- 
looked. 

I  believe  the  President  did  go  so  far  as  to  tell  the  emi- 
nent and  accomplished  gentleman,  now  chief  magistrate 
of  South  Carohtia,  but  fbr  his  violent  and  decided  anti- 
tariff  sentiment^  he  would  have  made  him  Secretary  of 
War.  Sir,  I  regret  he  did  not'— and  I  think  the  American 
people  regret  it.  I'here  were  eoniuderations  of  a  politi- 
cal nature,  which  would  fiave  made  this  a  most  felicitous 
appointment.  The  popular  attractions  of  this  gentleman, 
his  talents,  fine  manners,  and  manly  bearing,  might  have 
staid  the  rapid  decrease  of  public  confidence  in  the  ad- 
miniatration  of  the  National  Government  in  general,  and 
furnished  a  better  ground  for  hia  friends  at  home  to  sup- 
pose their  oppressions  were  less  substantial,  if  he  partici- 
pated in  their  perpetuation.  Sir,  the  organization  of  the 
cabinet  was  no  doubt  the  result  of  an  incipient  and  pre- 
conceived scheme  to  make  the  nominee  the  successor, 
and  Mr.  Eaton  was  the  instrument  tbrou^  which  it  waa 
effected. 
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Mr.  Branch,  from  North  Carolina,  Ur.  Berrien,  from 
Georgia,  and  Mr.  Rives,  sent  to  France,  from  Virginia, 
were  intended  to  compliment  thoie  Slatea.  South  Caro- 
lina was  alcipped  in  the  arrangement!  and  why?  It  was 
because  you  resided  there.  You  were  the  obstacle  to  the 
approaeh  of  popular  favor  vith  the  administration  at  its 
commencement,  even  up  to  the  moment  when  Van  Bu- 
renism  w«s  introduced  mto  South  Carolina,  upon  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  1830,  no  doubt  the  result  of 
preconcert  by  a  leak  from  the  mountains,  and  a  wave 
from  the  shores  at  the  same  time.  From  that  time,  the 
claim*  of  our  dtizena  were,  for  the  first  time,  taken  notice 
of.  Tlioie  only  were  confined  to  the  partv  who  now  favor 
the  pretenuona  of  the  nominee.  Sir,  we  have  an  appoint- 
ment now  on  the  table,  of  charge  d'affaires  to  Bel- 
num,  from  those  who,  par  exeeUmce,  claim  to  be  the 
tlnion  party;  one  every  way  worthy  of  the  trust,  as  I  have 
already  borne  testimonyt  ftnd  I  am  told  we  have  another 
arrival  to-day  from  the  tame  quarter,  in  quest  of  Execu- 
tive favor. 

Nothinr  wilt  be  left  undone  which  is  presumed  likely 
to  give  the  minority  the  ascendancy  in  South  Carolina. 
Every  man  of  any  consequence  among^  them  has  a  Hglit 
to  expect  something — Vice  President,  Governor  of  a  ter- 
ritory, minister,  or  charge  d'affaires,  or  something  else. 
And  who  are  they?  We  are  inforiricd  of  their  existence 
by  their  memorial  presented  agtunst  the  tariff  and  nullifi- 
cation. As  they  have  come  into  the  Senate  as  a  party,  I 
shall  speak  of  them  as  such.  The  great  body  of  this 
party,  resident  In  Charleston,  took  it  into  their  heads,  on 
the  last  4th  of  July,  to  celebrate  that  day  as  a  party,  and 
sent  for  foreign  aid;  made  a  formal  communication  re- 
questrne  the  Pre»dent  to  come  to  their  assistance — soir.e- 
thing  after  the  manner  of  the  instructions  to  Mr.  McLane — 
and  the  aid  was  furnished  in  a  letter  containing  a  threat 
against  the  opposite  party  of  military  force,  to  coerce 
State  legislation  to  conform  to  federal  legislation.  Sir, 
tliis  letter  has  given  umbra^  to  the  majority  of  the 
Jackson  paMy  in  South  Carolina,  for  the  other  party  is 
composed  principally,  I  mean  in  Charleston,  of  Adams 
men;  men  who  look  to  the  General  Government  for  fiivor 
and  patronage,  who  follow  tiie  changes  of  kuecesaive  Pre- 
sidents like  the  sunflower  does  the  sim. 

This  letter  has  been  publicly  censured  in  the  popular 
meetings  of  the  people,  and  by  the  Legislature.  I  hope 
I  will  be  ezeuaed  for  making  a  single  remark  upon  the 
character  of  the  threat  intimated  in  this  letter.  It  some- 
times happens  that  our  moat  able  and  distinguished  men, 
tiiose  most  favorable  to  constitutional  right  and  civil  liber- 
ty, in  the  possession  of  power,  do  forget  right  Such  was 
the  cJse  witii  that  great  apostle  of  free  institutions,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  when  he  took  it  into  his  head  that  because  he 
wished  to  "  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed,"  he  had  a 
right  to  use  the  militaiy  force  of  the  United  States  to  turn 
a  private  citizen  out  of  his  possession  of  what  was  thought 
by  htm,  the  tlien  President,  public  property,  (I  mean  the 
batture  near  New  Orleans.)  And  pray,  how  did  he  es- 
cape the  responsibility  of  the  law  for  so  doing,  when  he 
was  sued  for  breaking  the  close  of  Mr-  Livingston?  Not 
by  writing  a  learned  book,  in  the  shape  of  instructions  to 
his  lawyer*  about  the  legal  right  of  the  United  States  to 
the  property  in  dispute,  but  by  his  counsel  prudently  plac- 
ing bta  defence  on  the  technical  legal  ground  that  hecould 
not  be  sued  in  Virginia  for  a  trespasa  committed  in  Lou- 
isiana; certainly  not  a  very  meritorious  defence  for  the 
military  head  of  the  nation.  Well,  it  may  beasked,  what 
would  be  the  result  of  the  President  sending  a  military 
force  against  the  State  laws  of  South  Carolina?  Sir,  if  he 
headed  hia  force  himself,  one  of  our  judges  would  serve 
him  witli  a  rule,  as  Dominie  Rail  did,  when  at  the  head 
of  hii  armyt  and  if  he  did  not  obey  the  rule,  he  would 
be  ccanmitted.  We  have  bis  own  precedent,  that,  as  a 
peaceable  dtisen,  he  would  aubn^  to  the  constitution 


which  makes  the  civil  authority  of  a  State  greater  thaa 
the  military  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Without  resting  wholly  on  the  objection  taken  to  the 
exceptionable  eorrespontknce,  in  which  Mr.  UcLane  ii 
desired  to  place  hta  own  Government  in  the  wrong,  I 
agree  entirely  in  the  Ibrce'and  power  of  the  arguments 
a^inst  this  appointment,  in  that  particular.  It  wilt  fiir- 
nish  a  decided  reproof  to  such  public  functionaries  as  de- 
sire to  compromise  the  national  honor,  from  personal  mo- 
tives. I  consider  the  attempt  to  screen  Mr.  Van  Boren 
under  the  responnbili^  of  the  Prendent  entirely  indefens' 
blei  he  ia,  in  lav  and  in  ftct,  the  man  who  ■■  respomsble. 

Would  any  one  consider  the  President  aa  responsible 
for  the  positions  taken  in  the  last  rep<»t  of  the  Secretaiv 
of  the  Treasury?  We  have  hia  report  distinctly  at  vaii- 
ance  with  the  President's  views  on  Uie  bank,  and  alleged 
to  be  his  own,  for  which  the  President  is  not  responsible. 
Here,  then,  is  proof  that  the  heads  of  the  departments 
are  considered  the  responnble  organs  of  the  Government, 
in  their  respective  spheres.  I  deprecate  as  crinunal  all 
efforts  by  politicians  to  avail  themselves  of  fwei^  aSMt- 
ance,  whether  it  be  in  ah  attempt  of  Union  men  m  Soadi 
Carolina  to  enlist  in  their  cause  the  General  Govemment, 
or  the  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States,  to  propi- 
tiate Great  Britain.  My  patriotism  prompts  to  go  for 
South  Carolina  against  the  United  States,  and  the  United 
States  i^inst  the  world.  No  statesman  of  correct  feel- 
ing or  correct  principles  would  em-,  as  to  a  fbrei^  Go- 
vemment, put  his  owti  in  the  wrong.  I  know  it  ts  oftea 
the  practice  of  secondary  men,  those  who  find  ibeinaelfcs 
in  the  back  ground  at  home,  to  take  such  a  position  M 
will  make  them  popular  abroad.  1  do  not  envy  aach  men 
their  inglorious  distinction.  I  want  no  better  evidence 
of  the  want  of  good  sense,  or  good  feeling,  than  to  find 
anyone  setting  himself  up  against  public  opinion  at  home, 
as  the  champion  of  an  interest  abroad.  It  remajna  yet  ts 
be  seen  whether  the  great  benefita  of  this  treaty,  nchieved 
by  reffections  on  the  constituted  authtnities  of  the  nalio^ 
will  be  more  substantial  than  the  amazing  ftvor  of  per- 
mitting, by  special  grace,  the' anti-tariff'  and  anti-nullifi- 
cation memorial  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

I  have  understood,  upon  the  beat  authority,  by  a  member 
of  Congress  then,  not  now,  that  this  odious  tariff  ^ct  of 
1828  became  a  law,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren's  failure  to  re- 
deem a  pledge  to  vote  against  amendments  which  would 
have  prevented  the  manufacturers,  to  a  certain  e'stent, 
voting  for  the  same,  thereby  after  putting  his  Southern 
political  friends  in  a  worse  situation  than  they  would  Itave 
been  had  they  treated  him  as  inimical.  With  these  evi- 
dences of  &ithless  conduct  towards  the  Southern  inte- 
rests, he  could  scarcely  expect  to  bccooK  a  &voritc  with 
those  whom  he  had  deceived. 

Sir,  one  of  the  most  decided  objections  1  hare  to  the 
confirmation  of  this  appointment,  is,  that  the  moat  active 
influence  of  the  patroMge  of  the  Govern D\ent  was  exer- 
cised with  a  view  to  mau  Oat  nominee,  at  die  end  of  the 
present  incumbent's  term  of  service,  tiie  President  I 
believe  this  power  wai  exercised  for  this  purpose,  to  a 
criminal  and  corrupt  extent.  1  have  been  informed  by  a 
gentleman  of  the  moat  unquestionidile  integri^  and  high 
character,  tiuit  the  Post  Office  patronage  was  avowc^ 
lent  to  this  purpose;  and  that,  within  one  month  aftertfae 
late  Secretary  of  State  took  possesion  of  Uie  seah,  the 
postmasters,  by  order  of  that  department,  were  appuintrd 
upon  this  principle,  removed  or  retained  by  thb  cnterioni 
and  some  very  singular  specifications  of  the  circuit  throu^ 
which  the  applicants  made  their  approaches  and  Sent  a 
their  adheaion,  were  detailed  to  me.  The  Senator  fruat 
MaryUnd  [Mr.  Skitb]  has  told  us  of  instances  in  Haiy- 
land,  in  which  the  prescriptive  principle  was  not  ^pliei 
to  tlie  fiienda  of  the  late  administration.  Sir,  that  na 
not  the  teat.  It  would  have  been  marc  Htis&ctnx  to  m 
to  liare  known  whether,  in  Ifac  ezceptioiia  to  iw  nde. 
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tome  iniUcation  was  not  fiirniabed  fts  to  their  ulterior  pre- 
ftrence  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  President.  Thia  was,  I 
understood,  the  passport,  the  Shibboleth,  which  admitted 
to  the  treasury  through  those  departments  under  the  con- 
trol ofthe  Secretary  of  State.  This  is  |tot  all:  I  am  in- 
formed he  introduced,  under  his  patronage  and  influence, 
mere  boys  into  profitable  appointments,  one  not  more 
than  uxteen  or  lerenteen  years  of  age,  in  the  mi  at  wan- 
ton exercise  of  official  &voritism,  thus  perverting  the 
public  trust,  and  abusing  bis  power,  not  only  in  turning 
out,  but  in  turning  in. 

In  the  South,  the  prosctHptive  system  never  was  adopt- 
ed, nor  could  it  be.  It  is  so  odious — so  much  at  war  with 
the  principles  ofjustice,  that  no  administration  could  ven< 
tare  to  adopt  it  in  South  Carolina.  For  my  own  part,  I 
do  not  think  the  power  to  turn  out  one  man  and  put  in 
another,  as  a  mere  arbitrary  exertion  of  Executive  autho- 
rity, does  exiiL  I  think  it  a  violat'ion  of  the  constitution, 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  auatun  any  course  which  tliia  Se- 
nate can  adopt  to  restrun  die  use  of  such  power.  It  ia 
the  essence  of  tvranny,  and  the  precedent  on  which  it 
rests  is  to  be  found  in  those  gloomy  days  of  federalism 
and  consolidation,  when  those  of  the  convention  which 
formed  our  constitution,  who  wished  to  hare  a  monarchy, 
were  entrusted  with  tbe  new  Government  as  the  friends 
of  the  conatitutiont  when  ^e  preamble  to  tlie  first  reve- 
nue law  was  interpolated  with  an  inhibited  power;  when 
the  judiciary  act  was  enactedj  when  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws  were  considered  constitutionalj  when,  in  fact, 
it  was  thought  nothing  but  fair  by  the  advocates  of  mo- 
narchy, ana  Executive  power  and  supremacy,  to  acquire, 
by  legislative  construction,  under  the  constitution,  what 
th^y  failed  to  get  in  the  convention.  I  am  prepared  to 
put  my  negative  on  its  exercise.  Jt  is  at  war  with  civil 
liberty  ana  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  and  ought 
to  be  abandoned  or  prohibited..  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  this  practice  has  been  introduced  in  its  moat  corrupt 
form,  and  brought  secretly  to  hear  upon  the  President  by 
a  regency  left  here  in  the  interest  of  the  nominee. 

A^ain,  sir:  It  is  pretty  genei-ally  admitted  that  the  court 
paper  waa  established  under  the  auspices  of  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  State,  and  speaks  his  sentiments,  and  acts  under 
general  instructions  to  pursue  such  a  policy  as  will  bring 
nim  into  power. 

One  of  the  means  resorted  to,  to  effect  this  purpose  in 
!hc  South,  is  to  strengthen  the  Northern  or  Union  party 
n  South  Carolina,  who  are  supposed  to  be  friendly  to 
nim,  and  use  up  the  love  of  union  with  the  love  of  him; 
iransfer,  through  the  affection  the  people  bear  to  the  Pre* 
■ideiit,  their  attachment  to  his  favorite,  and  to  separate 
:he  President  from  his  old  Carolina  friends;  hence,  when 
ID  hope  exists  for  whipping  any  one  into  the  views  of  the 
;entral  regency,  the  moat  bitter  denundations  are  pro- 
lounced  on  them  *'  by  authority.**  Thus,  when  Brancli, 
[ngham,  and  Berrien,  honest  and  honorable  men,  who 
enow  tile  intrigues  of  the  court  party,  even  express  a 
villingncss  to  act  on  principle  with  the  administration, 
lotwilhslanding  their  personal  wrongs,  the  understrap- 
lera  of  the  nominee  tell  them  they  are  influenced  by 
ear  ofthe  people.  In  pursuance  of  the  same  reckless 
ipirit  of  hratility  towards  those  it  is  my  pride  and  my  ho- 
WT  to  be  identified  with,  while  this  nomination  ia  peod- 
ng,  the  following  article  iqipears  in  the  Globe: 

"  It  is  evident  that  the  political  leaders  of  the  nullifi- 
:r3  are  not  ready  to  come  out  in  open  hostility  to  the  Pre* 
lident,  because  that  would  go  to  defeat  their  own  efforts 
o  control  the  State  of  South  Carohna;  and  while  they 
cunningly  contrive  to  keen  a  footing  among  tlte  South 
^arolinik  Jacksoniana,  gradually  to  undermine  him  there, 
hey  prochum  to  tbe  rest  of  the  Union  that  they  'enter* 
ain  feelings  of  gratification  in  considering  the  late  mes- 
age  of  the  President  as  affording  indications  of  a  change 
nor«  favorable  than  herctcdbre  to  the  prinuplea  maintain- 
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ed*  by  them.  Tbla,  it  is  hoped,  will  operate  against  him 
in  the  other  States.  Tbe  Columbia  school  of  politichma 
would  do  honor  to  such  a  master  as  Hachiaveli." 

I  submit  whether  I  do  not  stand  justified  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate,  in  pronouncing  this  a  wanton  and  unwar> 
rantable  calumny.  Look  at  the  message.  It  is  skilfully 
framed  to  please  the  South  with  general  phrases,  suited 
to  tlie  tariff  interests.  Look  at  the  treasury  report,  in 
which  a  seesaw  ia  established  on  the  bank  with  the  me*- ' 
sagei  and  I  may  ask,  where  is  the  strongest  proof  of  Ma- 
chiavelism  to  be  found,  in  the  federal  papers  or  the  State 
resolutions'  [Here  Mr.  M.  read  extracts  from  papers 
from  Pennsylvania,  to  show  the  message  was  understood 
there  as  in  South  Carolina.]  Sir,  the  present  administra- 
tion seems  disposed  to  test  indifferent  and  well  secured 
supporters,  by  a  rule  resorted  to  among  farmen  or  hunt- 
era,  to  select  from  a  redundant  kennel  what  supernume- 
raries are  to  be  drowned  by  holding  them  up  by  tbe  ear. 
For  my  part  I  am  determined  not  to  place  myself  in  tiie 
power  of  such  political  friends  as  will  attribute  my  sup- 
port to  fear,  and  not  to  principle.  As  soon  as  I  vote  for 
the  nominee,  I  shall  be  told  I  dare  not  do  otherwise;  your 
friends  at  home  attempt  to  break  down  the  President  by 
praising  him,  and  they  dare  not  oppose  him  openly,  and 
you  vote  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  injure  him,  not  from  any 
prindple  of  attaclunent  to  the  President,  but  because  yoa 
want  to  make  the  tariff  States  believe  he  Is  anti-tariff,  and 
(hereby  break  him  down  upon  tbe  Machiavel  plan.  We 
are  told  we  dare  not  oppose  the  President.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple I  represent  dare  do  any  thing  that  brave  and  gene- 
rous men  dare  do;  and,  standing  here,  I  dare  speak  the 
truth,  and  vote  against  the  principal  who  uses  such 
agents  to  represent  them  at  tlie  court  of  St.  James.  I 
believe,  ur,  the  statement  read  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
»s^ppi,  aa  to  the  nominee's  reason  for  the  diaaolution  of 
the  late  cabinet,  given  to  hia  friends  in  New  York;  I  be- 
lieve he  did  aay  that  it  waa  owing  to  a  conspiracy  formed 
by  the  Vice  President  and  Mr.  Ingham,  to  exclude  a  vir* 
tuous  woman  from  society;  and  I  do  believe  that  in  making 
tikis  statement  he  did  not  speak  the  truth. 

I  believe,  moreover,  from  the  information  before  the 
public,  that  he  planned,  was  the  beginning  and  end,  the 
Alpha  and  Omega,  of  the  breach  in  tlw  personal  friend- 
ship between  the  firat  and  second  officers  of  the  Govern* 
mcnt{  his  trait  may  be  found  in  the  circumstances,  and 
'  the  motive  was  palpable  and  manifest.  Who  else  bad 
any  interest  in  raking  up  these  by-gone  transactions,  in 
wliich  you  acted  your  part,  honestly  and  faithfully,  both 
to  tbe  public  and  General  Jackson.'  Sir,  I  recollect  some- 
thing of  the  Seminole  war.  It  was  in  thia  dark  and  diffi- 
cult hour  of  the  President's  life  that  I  first  saw,  and  first 
had  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  my  friendship  to  him, 
at  a  time  when  the  sedate  and  venerable  fathers,  such  as 
Macon,  Barbour,  and  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  loured 
and  spoke  in  dark  hints  of  censure  and  reprobation,  I  de- 
clared my  determination  to  sustain  him,  right  or  wrong. 
I  felt  grateful  for  his  military  services,  and  would  not  con- 
sent, while  he  was  the  exponent  of  our  Government  in  a 
quarrel  with  Spun,  to  censure  him.  I  recollect  to  have 
beard  the  doggrel  verse  about  William  Fell,  affirmatively 
applied  to  me  oy  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
then  Speaker  of  the'  other  House,  who  then,  as  well  as 
now,  stood  forth  openly  and  boldly  in  opposition  to  him. 
I  recollect  also  the  part  my  friend  from  Misussippi  took 
in  that  debate.  He  waa  the  able,  eloquent,  ana  accom- 
plished advocate  of  his  military  fame;  and  when  he  con- 
cluded, was  cheered  from  the  gaOeries—but  where  was 
the  Senator  from  Georgia? 

If  1  mistake  not,  Cobb,  Crawford,  &c  led  the  van  of 
attack.  AfWr  all,  tiiis  matter  was  rather  excused  than  jus- 
tified. It  was  the  generous  attachments  of  young  o:en, 
and  not  the  sober  judgment  of  the  old,  that  sustained  the 
conduct  of  the  comman^n^  ^nenl^ld  ^^^|i^ole 
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War;  and  lam  atalou  Tor  any  good  reason  forresuflcitatinff 
it,  except  to  enable  parties  to  change  position.  With  the 
hazard  of  differing  from  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  I  de- 
clare my  deternunaticHii  in  the  execution  or  the  appcunt- 
ing  power,  to  hold  atiy  one  at  criminalt  who  boldly, 
openly,  and  indecently  invadea  public  sentiment  and  pub- 
lic morals.  As  the  guardians  of  Temale  character,  we 
must  Bustain  the  majesty  and  supremacy  of  female  virtue. 
For  my  part,  I  am  ready  to  put  the  seal  of  condemnation 
on  him  who  shall  attempt,  knowingly,  to  narrow  down 
the  distance  in  society  which  Mparates  the  auspected  from 
the  modest  woman;  and  upon  such  htfunnation  as  satisfies 
me,  I  believe  the  nominee  obnoxious  to  such  a  charge. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  haa,  in  bold  and  eloquent 
language,  asked  for  the  ntmiinee,  at  the  hands  of  the  Se- 
nate, justice.  Sir,  I  will  give  him  justice — the  mtrusurc 
meted  to  others,  I  will  mete  to  him.  With  cold  ttnd  Sar- 
donic smiles  he  dismissed  from  office  the  most  raithful 
public  servants,  without  any  reference  to  economy  or  the 
public  interest.  He  proscribed  the  CaroIinu-HVCBlled  a 
popular  iDinitter  fVom  the  Russian  court,  the  son  of  one 
of  the  signers  of  independence,  and  sent  the  Roanoke 
orator,  relying  on  hia  influence  in  the  good  Old  Dominion 
to  further  his  prctenaions.  He  recalled  Mr.  Poinsett,  an 
accompliiihed  gendeman,  from  Mexico,  and  sent  a  frontier 
character,  a  rambling  statesman,  a  Carohnian  by  birth,  it  is 
true,  but  one  ahe  has  long  ceased  to  cherish  or  honor.  Tliese 
are  not  of  my  political  friends,  but  they  are  my  cuuntrj'men. 

I  may  do  injustice  to  the  State  Department  on-the  ques- 
titm  or  the  recall  of  Mr.  Middleton,  Ur.  PmnKtt,  and 
Mr.  WultB.  1  do  not  know  whether  they  deured  to  be 
recalled  or  not,  but  presume  they  did  not. 

Sir,  I  do  not  complain  that  our  favorite  sons  are  unre- 
quited for  their  faithful  servicea,  or  turned  out  of  office. 
It  is  not  this  which  calls  forth  my  censure  and  indignation. 
It  is  the  belief  that  my  friends  and  fellow-citizens  arc 
hunted  down  with  savage  ferocity,  not  fijr  political  opi- 
nions, but  because  they  are  auppmed  to  be  your  friends — 
tiiat  we  will  not  make  war  onjrou,  is  the  heresy  which 
must  be  espiate«l  with  fire  and  fuKot* 

And  shall  we  not  retaliate  ?  1  hold  the  nominee  responsible 
for  this  breach  in  our  ranks;  nay,  more,  1  hold  him  rcspon- 
wble  for  the  unredeemed  pledges  he  made  to  the  public, 

Sending  the  last  Presidential  canvass.  What  were  they? 
ne  term  of  sernce  as  president;  retrenchment  of  public 
expenditure;  no  official  tampering  with  the  press,  to  per- 
petuate the  t^nastyt  no  selection  of  mcmben  of  Congress 
for  offices  of  profit.  Public  expectation  on  these  topics 
haa  not  been  realized.  I  excuse  a  generous,  confiding 
premdent,  and  hold  the  wily,  subtle  minister  hnd  the 
■ubaltcrns  liable  for  the  failure.  I  will  pay  a  portion  of  my 
share  of  the  debt,  by  putting  my  veto  on  this  appointment. 

Sir,  we  are  told  if  we  reject  the  nominee  we  shall  sure- 
ty make  him  Vice  Preudcnt)  and  such  ii  tlie  substance 
of  a  letter  before  me  from  one  of  bis  confidential  and 
favored  editors.  No  one  can  mistake  the  object  of  the 
Baltimore  Convention;  it  is  to  nominate  him  in  any  event. 
Look  at  the  source  whence  it  originates;  observe  the  dou- 
ble delegates  from  Ohio,  gotten  up  under  the  central  in- 
fluence here.  I  do  not,  however,  regard  it  of  any  sort  of 
importance  whether  he  be  made  Vice  Prpaident  or  not. 
I  shall  not  resort  to  the  common  pretence  of  left-banded 
friendship,  and  place  my  reasons  ror  voting  on  the  ground 
that  Ue  is  too  useful  to  be  absent.  I  dull  do  what  is  my 
duty,  and  let  consequences  take  care  of  themselves. 
In  closing  my  remarks  on  this  somewhat  exciting  topic, 

{tcrmit  me  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate 
or  tltelr  consideration,  wliile  I  have  stated,  in  a  hasty, 
imperfect,  and  unpremeditated  mHuner,  my  opinions  of 
the  claims  of  the  nominee  to  public  confidence,  and  tlie 
reasons  at  my  refusal  to  vote  for  bis  confirmation. 

Mr.  FORSYIH  said,  we  were  told  by  the  Senat<n-  vho 
has  just  concluded,  in  the  beginning  of  his  extraordinaiy : 


speech,  that  he  intended  to  publish  his  remarks  for  lui 
own  vindication.  No  friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  coBh 
plain  of  the  fulfilment  of  this  intention. 

Of  the  long  list  of  offences  comoutted  by  Mr.  Va 
Buren,  it  was  natural  that  SenaW  should  begin  with  diose 
at  home.  .  He  says  General  Jackson  has  been  separated 
from  him  and  hia  friends  by  the  artifices  of  Mr.  Van 
Huren,  and  be  tells  us  of  his  own  zeal  and  devotion  to 
the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and  read  extracU  from  bii 
own  speech  at  the  Waxaws*  when  he  aaaured  hia  au- 
ditors that  "the  philosophy  of  natiu^  was  **a  suffi- 
cient guaranty"  for  the  General's  "  local  attachment" 
How  does  it  appear  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  produced  tbii 
dreadful  separation?  No  evidence  of  it  is  exhibited;  an^ 
with  due  deference  to  the  Senator,  I  would  suggest  thai 
he  was  only  mistaken  in  his  theory;  "the  philtvophv of 
nature"  was  not  so  strong  a  guaranty  as  he  imagined 
But,  is  what  is  inainuated,  fiict?  Has  General  Jackxn 
forgotten  his  local  attachments,  the  land  of  his  birth  and  of 
his  earliest  affectioni^  where  he  lias  ao  many  devtited  and 
disnterested  friends?  No,  sir;  it  is  not  possible;  Gencnl 
Jackson  has  not  separated  from  South  Carolina,  nor  hu 
South  Carolina  yet  withdrawn  from  him,  although  the  Se- 
nator seems  to  be  earnestly  huotingup  causes  foradivorce. 

The  radical  party  in  ^iouth  Carolina — the  Unioni^s— 
have,  the  Senator  says,  given  In  their  adhesion  from  in- 
terested motives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  succesnon  to 
the  Preudency;  and  tliia  is  another  of  his  crimes.  Nov, 
sir,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  true  that  they  demre  the  suc- 
cesnon  for  Ur.  Van  Buren ?  certainly  they  miglit  go  fif- 
ther  and  fiire  worse,,  and  fare  much  worse  and  not  gu  quite 
so  far.  For  this  supposed  interested  adhenon,  thc-j  aie 
stigmatized  here  by  one  of  their  Senators.  I  am  trrailinfi 
Mr.  President,  upon  almost  forbidden  ground;  traveilttf 
into  a  neighburine  State  to  mingle  in  '/.a  party  strile;  but 
I  feel  for  these  niaicala— these  Unionists;  we  acted  toge> 
ther  in  by-gone  times;  we  tliink  alike  still;  and  if  1  were 
not  to  say  a  word  in  their  behalf  as  the  two  Senators  froa 
the  btate  are  of  the  party  opposed  to  them  at  home,  thry 
might  chance  to  be  condemned  for  the  want  erf*  the  pica 
of  not  gtiihy  to  the  charge  exhibited  sgunst  them. 
these  circumstances,  I  stand  bound  to  repel  the  impua- 
tions  cast  upon  the  auU-millifiers  of  South  Carolina,  and, 
taking  up  the  evidence,  shall  prove  that  they  are  uiijuttly 
chargcd.  What  is  this  evidence?  The  Senator  vlw 
makes  the  charge  on  the  question  of  the  Seminole  War, 
stood  by  the  General  with  firmness  and  aeal;  defcndetl  his^ 
riglit  or  wrong.  The  radicals  were  among  hia  oensurcTs, 
and  the  question  is  emphatically  asked,  where  w.is  Geor- 
gia then?  Georgia  then  was  where  ahe  is  now,  and  whcr: 
1  tnist  she  will  ever  be  found,  by  the  s>ide  of  the  Uni&ntsu, 
standing  up  for  the  right  and  repreheniUng  the  wron^- 
I'he  Senator  seems  to  imagine  that  the  true  patriotaa 
consists,  in  hyor  of  one's  mends,  in  cea^ng  to  discriai- 
nate  between  truth  and  error.  Such  is  not  our  tbcorr— 
for  violated  laws,  we  hold  all  responnble,  friends  sad 
foes.  Recent  developments  have  shown  that  G«i«n2 
Jackson  had  means  of  defence  he  disdained  to  uscf  but  d 
there  is  one  Georgian,  one  radical,  who  regrets  the  part 
he  took  on  that  transaction,  I  thank  God,  to  me  he  is  ua- 
known.  I  trust,  wr,  that  to  atone  for  his  own  error » 
defending  what  he  now  insinuates  was  wrong,  be  docs  net, 
under  the  power  of  stnne  master  Icelin^  intend  to  no- 
sure  every  thing  that  is  right. 

Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Crawford  have  been  named  by  ibe 
Senator.  Mr.  Cobb  is  no  longer  among  us  to  ansver 
He  did  his  duty,  according  to  his  conception  of  that  dutj, 
in  this  and  every  other  act  of  his  public  life.  His  fricBtf 
know  that  his  conduct  was  open,  and  hia  motives  pt-R- 
The  ground  he  stood  upon  here,  he  never  abandoned 
while  oe  lived.  Mr.  Crawford,  I  am  surprised  the  Sera- 
tor  should  think— [Mr.  MILLEB  said  he  allndcd  to  lb 
Crawford,  (Joel.)  a  member  .of  ibs^Hcuae  of  B^ice«ii>- 
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ivcs  when  the 'Seminole  question  was  agitated.]  I  am 
^ad  to  be  corrccteO.  Mr.  Joel  Crawford  acted  with  hia 
rientb,  and  is  ffuilty  of  the  chai^  of  havii^  voted  tor 
nquiry  into  the  Seminole  war.  He  liveq  to  remember, 
lot  to  regret  that  act 

This  Union  party,  which  seems  to  haunt  his  imagina- 
ion,  if  I  am  not  strangely  mistaken,  had  the  honor,  a  siiort 
ime  since,  to  number  him  as  a  member  of  it.  [Mr.  MLL- 
:.ER  denied  that  he  had  ever  been.]  Well,  air,  the  Sens- 
or ought  to  know:  but  in  this  &ct  I  cannot  be  mistaken^ 
he  Settator  w«a  a  candidatef  brouriit  forward  by  that 
>ary  for  tiie  State  Government — and  the  cauae  for  post- 
poning for  two  years  the  elevation  of  the  accomplished 
^ntleman  who  now  stands  at  the  helm  of  lier  afiairs. 
rhe  recollection  of  that  fact  sliould  have  prevented  a 
:harge  agxinst  them  of  bein^,  from  selfish  motives,  love 
jf  omce,  devoted  to  the  dominant  power:  following,  like 
he  sunflower,  the  motions  of  the  risen  sun.  To  this  last 
sliatve,  I  do  not  plead  for  them,  not  guUty — they  do  fol- 
ow,  like  the  minflover— the  aunflover  does  not  change 
ts  attitude  for  the  rising,  or  tlie  meridian,  or  the  setting 
itin.  Elevating  its  broad  face  to  the  light  of  heaven,  it 
■tands  utKshanged,  and  is  found  when  he  sets  in  the  West- 
:rn,  as  it  stood  when  lie  rose  in  the  Eastern  sky.  Poeti- 
»illy  understood,  as  Ovid  describes  the  heliotrope,  the 
Senator  is  right)  what  is  good  in  poetry  is  not  always  good 
n  ptxnet  and  the  charge  is  that,  for  interest  sake,  the 
South  CarolinianB,  unfriendly  to  the  Senator,  know  no 
will  but  the  Pretndent's,  and  are  obedient  to  his  whistle. 

We  arc  tauffht  tn  expect  shoals  of  them  here,  seeking, 
iS  the  rewards  of  devotion,  honors,  and  trusts,  foreign 
Tiissions,  &c.  &c.  one  of  them  being  already  before  us, 
IS  the  ftvant-courier  of  a  thousand  more!  No  iJluMon 
:ould  have  been  more  unfortunate.  Who  and  what  is  the 
l^entleman  at  whom  this  arrow  has  been  cast,  the  first  of 
:he  shoal  of  office  seekers!  Why,  ar,  the  Senator  liim- 
wlf  rpeaks  highly  of  his  character.  Described  by  his 
Killes^e,  he  is  a  high-minded  man,  of  extensive  in- 
'ormation,  and  unsullied  integrity,  in  whose  liands  the 
>cst  and  dearest  interests  of  the  people  may  be  safely 
-.onfided.  And  are  such  men  office  seekers,  and  intereat- 
'd  devotees  to  existing  power  in  South  Carolina?  If  so, 
vhat  are  the  patriots?  They  must  be  angels.  They  can- 
lot  be  men.  The  Senator  may  eulonze  his  friends  to  the 
iimnst  of  his  power,  exalt  them  in  ue  scale  of  talent  and 
ntegrity  to  the  hi^eat  pitchi  I  venture  to  place  his  op- 
loncnta  by  their  side,  and  challenge  comparison  without 
caring  or  intending  to  depreciate  m  the  slightest  degree 
he  honor  of  any  of  South  Carolina's  distinguished  sons. 

The  arrangement  of  the  first  cabinet  did  not  please  the 
lenntor.  South  Carolina  was  neglected.  Governor  Ha- 
nilton  was  told  he  might  have  been  Secretary  of  War  but 
or  Ilia  nolence  against  the  Uxiffi  and  what  seemed  to  have 
idded  venna  to  the  ^ng.  South  Carolina  was  not  only 
lassed  over,  but  an  Attorney  General  wm  looked  for  in 
!3eorgia;  and  all  this  was  the  work  of  ^e  Dom  Daniel  of 
•lew  York.  The  Senator  is  difficult  to  please.  He  liked 
lot  the  first,  and  likes  less  the  second  cabinet.  But  how 
vas  the  &ct  in  regard  to  Governor  Hamilton?  If  my  me- 
nory  decdves  me  not,  he  has  publicly  declared  he  might 
mve  bad  ofike  had  he  desiredi  he  did  not  desire  it.  in 
:Ihs,  and  in  all  other  things,  he  is  incapable  of  deceit. 
i*assing  over  the  unpardonable  offence  of  going  to  Georaft 
'or  a  member  of  the  first  cabinet,  docs  toe  Senator  retUy 
luppose  the  chtnce  of  the  late  Attorney  General  was  the 
vorkofMr.  VaoBuren?  [Mr.  Millib  nodded  an  assent.] 
rhe  Senator  never  committed  a  more  egreeioHS  mistake. 
Df  all  the  men  of  the  day,  his  equals  in  proKssional  attain* 
nenu  and  talents,  adautted  to  be  great,  I  think  be  is  the 
ast  man  who  would  hare  been  leleeted  by  Kr.  Vui  Buren  i 
nid  nrel  am  Mr.  Van  Buren  ts  the  hat  num  on  earth  to 
vhose  influence  the  hte  Attorney  General  would  have 
>een  wUHng  to  owe  hi*  place. 
Vet.  VDI.— Sr 


[SanxTt. 


Considered  as  the  <^ginator  and  the  fosterer  of  the  dis- 
agreement between  the  first  and  second  officers  of  the  Go- 
vernment, Mr.  Van  Buren  is  to  bear  the  extremity  of  the 
Senator's  wrath.  On  this  subject,  Mr.  Preriden^  I  can 
only  refer  the  Senate  to  the  explicit  and  prompt  denial 
of  the  jusUce  of  the  chai^  by  the  party  accused,  long 
since  publicly  made,  and  never  yet  impeached  bv  anyone 
having  a  claim  to  character.  The  facts  befOTe  tne  public 
prove  that  the  charge  is  the  coinage  of  a  distempered 
bnin,  baseless  as  the  &bric  of  a  vision,  if  the  Senator 
has  any  de«re  to  enter  into  further  inquiry,  I  repeat  here 
tliis  explicit  and  positive  denial,  in  the  name  of  U  absent 
friend;  and  ifhe  ventures  upon  the  investigation,  I  ple^tt 
myself  to  satisfy  even  his  preoccupied  mind  that  not  a 
shadow  of  suspicion  can  rest  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
fame.  I  speak  on  the  highest  authority,  when  I  state  to 
the  Senate  that  his  deportment  in  relation  to  that  contro- 
versy deserves  the  respect  and  adndntfam  of  everj  honor- 
able and  delicate  roind- 

The  Globe!  the  Globe)  iha  officad  paper,  hM  abuwd 
the  Senator  and  his  fiicnds.  The  editor  was  brougltt  here 
by  Mr  Van  Buren,  and  he  it  accountable  for  all  it  eontuno— 
aU  that  is  bad,  I  mean:  he  gets  ere^t  for  no  good,  appear 
where  it  may. 

This  cha^  is  made  because  the  Glc^  is  called  the 
Government  paper,  Mr.  Van  Buten  and  the  Govemokent 
beii^  previously  identified.  I  must  not  be  nrisundentood 
as  defen^ng  the  editorial  managenient  of  the  Globe.  I 
sec  with  regret  many  attacks  on  persons  for  matters  that 
ought  not  to  be  brou^t  before  the  public.  1  detest  all  in- 
vestigation of  the  private  transactions,  all  malignant  scru- 
tiny into  the  every  day  business  of  political  aspirant*. 
Their  private  characters  are  known  to  the  people}  and  so 
&r  as  character  should  operate  to  their  pi«}udice,  it  will 
be  weired.  Even  the  defennve  recnminationa  of  the 
CUobe  oeserre  eenaure.  But,  sir,  I  donotadiutthatMr. 
Van  Buren  or  the  admiiuitralion  b  responsible  for  the 
lighter  offences,  much  leas  the  enomtties  of  any  news- 
paper writer— even  for  the  (9obe— which,  black  as  the 
gentleman  may  consider  it,  is  as  pore  as  this  unsullied 
sheet,  compared  with  the  journals  that  are  published  by 
its  side.  But  does  tlie  Senator  mean  to  assert  that  eveiy 
one  who  uds  in  the  establishment  of  a  newspaper  is  re- 
sponsible for  its  enormities?  Will  the  Senator  content 
ibat  lus  fiiends  and  all  fait  opponents  shall  be  judged 
by  Ae  tame  rule?  1  ask  him  to  glance  his  eye  l»ek 
over  the  history  erf*  Uie  preai  in  this  Diitrict  for  a  few 
past  years.  Does  he  remember  the  Federal  Republican, 
the  Washington  City  Gazette,  the  Wadiington  Republican? 
Does  he  know  any  thing  of  die  National  Journal  and  the 
United  States  Telegraph?  Has  he  present  to  his  recol- 
lection the  atrodous  calumnies  by  which  they  have  been 
polluted — ^th«r  dark  innnuations  and  open  falsefaoodt,  by 
wUch  the  reputation  <tf  the  nrtuout  of  both  tent  hm 
been  vantonnr  tad  gnt^  amiled?  Slander  lua  flown— 
still  fliet  to  all  comers  at  our  countiy,  aa  if  borne  on  the 
wings  of  the  wind.  If  all  these  things  are  present  to  his 
view,  will  he  admit  that  those  who  patronized  these  jour- 
nals were  participatorr  of  those  hateful  crimes?  Can  he 
trust  the  reputation  and  honor  of  his  friends  to  the  applica- 
tion of  his  own  rule? 

[The  VICE  PRESIDENT  asked  if  the  Senator  from 
Georpa  had  any  alluwon  to  the  occupant  itf  tlie  ohatr.] 

Mr.  FORSTTH.  By  vriMt  authori^,  ar,  do  you  adc 
that  question? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  the  allunon  appeared  to 
be  so  direct,  he  had  a  i^ifat  to  ask  tfie  question. 

Mr.  FORSYTH.  I  deny  the  right}  and  if  it  is  consider- 
ed at  a  qoeation  of  order,  I  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the 
SenMe. 

The  VICE  FRESIDBNTtMd,  if  the  lUwianwai  direct- 
ed to  him,  there  wit  so  foondition  for  it. 
Mr.  Mlf  .I.KR  roee,  >nd  trtdretted  theChiJr. 
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Mr.  FORSYTH  dumed  the  floor,  wbicb  he  nid  he 
was  in  some  danger  of  losing  between  the  Ch^r  and  the 
Senator. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  FORSYTH.  That  beii^  underatood,  I  give  way 
with  pleuure  to  the  Senator  for  ai^  exphnfttion  he  may 
denre  to  make. 

Mr.  MILLER  ezpluned,  and  concluded  bjr  saying,  as 
to  the  rule  by  which  he  judged  others  in  relation  to  the 
official  press,  he  was  willing  that  it  should  be  appHed  to 
hionself  and  his  friends. 

Mr.  PORSYl'H  replied  to  the  argument  as  explained, 
and  then  mid,  as  to  the  public  press,  the  Senator  con- 
sents that  be  and  his  friends  shall  be  judged  by  his  own 
rule.  Hien  God  help  the  Senator's  friendly  for  tiiey  are 
beyond  all  human  ma,  and  to  are  all  those  who  patronize 
ana  stippurt,  in  times  of  high  party  strife,  a  thoroughbred 
partisan  newspaper.  Leaving  to  others  to  adopt  or  re- 
ject the  rule,  and  to  apply  it  or  not  to  the  patrons  and  sup- 
porters of  the  Journal  and  Telegraph,  and  to  the  former 
patronr  of  the  Washington  Republican,  the  Washington 
City  Gazette,  and  Federal  RepubUcan,  1  deny,  explicitly, 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  responubility  for  any  articles  of  the 
Globe.  If  the  Senator  will  prowice  satisnctory  proof  that 
he  has  been  iastnunental  ia  establishing  a  press,  here  or 
elsewhere,  Ibrthe  purpose  of  dragging  down  by  calum- 
nies any  good  man's  name,  my  vote  diau  damn  him  here — 
my  voice  erery  where. 

In  the  spirit  of  manly  frankness,  not  in  the  spirit  of  this 
discussion,  I  appeal  to  the  Senator  to  reflect  upon  the  ir- 
reconcilable contradiction  between  all  his  conclusions  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  pr^udice,  and  the  character  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate — not  the  chancier  of  tlte  President  witli  his 
present  Anends  and  the  people,  but  according  to  his  own 
concepticn»ef  that  character  before  the  Pre«dent  had  tlie 
misfortuBe  to  think  that  the  Senator  and  his  friends  were 
pursuing  a  policy  dangerous  to  the  union  of  tlie  States. 
He  was,  as  described  by  the  Senator,  all  that  was  good  and 
great,  and  performed  with  the  purest  patriotism  more  im- 
portant services  than  any  man  unce  the  days  of  Washing- 
ton. Hi*  known  ftrmness  has  been  called  obstinate  self- 
will,  by  his  adversaries,  and  be  has  been  held  up  by  his 
enemies  as  a  roaring  lion,  requiring  implicit  obedience 
from  all  who  venture  to  approach  his  den.  Take  the  good 
or  the  bad  of  this  description — judge  this  matter  by  the 
opinion  of  the  President's  friends,  by  the  Senator's,  or  by 
the  president's  enemies,  and  the  part  allotted  to  Mr.  Van 
Bur«i  could  not  have  been  played  here.  What,  sir!  this 
pure  patriot,  thisf^at  public  beitefii^or— this  self-willed, 
obsdnate  man—this  roaring  lion,  to  be  a  wet  rag  in  any 
man's  hands:  a  nose  of  wax,  to  be  pinched  into  any  and 
every  dupe  by  Mr.  Van  Bureu's  fingers!  If  the  Senator 
will  calmly  reflect,  he  will  be  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  he  is  or  baa  been  greatly  misukcn.  The  President 
is  not  what  he  declared  him  to  be — what  his  friends  or  his 
enemies  believe  him  to  be— or  else  flagrant  injustice  has 
been  done  to -Mr.  Van  Buren.  1  will  not  quarrel  with  the 
Seuatur's  choice.  He  may  take  ciUier  branch  of  the  al- 
ternative.   He  cannot  hold  both. 

The  formidable  array  of  facta  in  support  of  his  charge 
of  corrupt  management  agwnst  Mr.  Van  Buren  reminds 
me  of  an  occurrence  said  to  have  happened  in  France. 
There  is,  it  seems,  such  a  thing  as  an  action  to  recover 
damages  for  seduction,  which  may  be  brougiit  by  un  un- 
fortunate lady  who  has  listened  too  credulously  toaflatter- 
iii^  tongue.  A  pretty  lady,  who  had  quarrelled  and  parted 
with  her  lorer,  called  on  an  advocate  to  bringa  suit  for  the 
damage!  she  Iiad  sustained.  She  desctibed  the  origin^nd 
progress  of  the  Ueojson,  the  happiness  enjoyed  while  it 
lasted,  and  the  time  of  its  duration,  and  then  its  fatal  end. 
'I^e  advocate  listened  mth  profouud  attention  to  the  stoiy, 
and  fuw  that  it  WM  <mc  of  those  cases  in  whtcb  it  was  diffi- 


cult to  say  who  was  in  fault,  the  geuUemsn  or  the  lidjr, 
and  that  an  action  could  not  be  maint^ncd  (at  seductioD. 
How  to  convey  this  without  oflendine  the  £ur  one,  vn 
the  difficulty.  All  Frenchmen,  of  all  profesMons,  iind 
that  as  the  deadliest  of  sins.  The  advocate  mmgnl  it 
with  the  proverbial  skill  of  his  profession  and  of  bu  coui- 
try.  "  Madam,  it  would  give  me  infinite  pleasure  to  obtj 
rour  wishes,  and  punisli  the  ing^te  who  hu  Kpintcd 
limaelf  from  so  much  beautyt  butt  am  obGgcd  totdlfn 
tliat  the  fnOM  are  not  sufficient  to  support  an  actioii.''  Tb 
seemed  very  strange  to  the  lady,  as  she  had  been  rerr  mi- 
imte  in  her  detail  of  all  the  ftcta.  Pouting  and  petuUnt, 
she  left  the  advocate  to  bis  books  and  bricb.  Tbevhdc 
affair  was  forgotten  by  him;  but  in  tlie  course  of  t  fev 
days  the  lady  burst  triumphantly  into  his  kkhd,  cxdiia. 
Ing,  with  joyful  eagemeai^  **  another  &et,  rir,he  Kdnced 
me  agwn  this  muming."  Attd  ao  it  is  with  the  Seutor. 
His  facts,  like  the  lady's,  do  not  go  to  the  point  he  mt 
reach  to  effect  liis  purpose.  Each  one  is  like  anto  tbe 
other,  and  all  like  the  seduction  of  that  momin{. 

Mr.  H  AYNE  said,  before  the  question  is  taken  oa  (bit 
nomination,  1  desire  merely  to  state  the  grounds  on  whid 
my  vote  shall  rest.  1  do  this  as  an  act  of  justice  to  ^- 
self,  without  desiring  or  inten&ug  to  influence  thcniK 
of  any  gentleman  here.  When  the  rescdulionofloedb; 
the  Senator  from  Mame  [Mr.  Holxbs]  wu  befoe  tbe 
Senate  a  few  days  ago,  projponng,  among  other  tbinp,  u 
inquiry  into  tbe  coirauct  oi  Mr.  Van  Buren,  1  took  oca- 
sion  to  say  that  though  I  could  not  vote  for  that  rtss- 
lution»  because,  in  the  form  in  which  ii  dien  rtood,  t 
proposed  to  make  a  call  upon  the  President,  wluch  I  £d 
not  coiuider  as  quite  respectful  in  its  charsctcr;  uAim 
because,  even  in  relation  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  himsdr,  it  lu 
altogetlier  too  vague  and  indefinite  to  lead  toanjrpncbal 
result!  yet,  that,  if  any  Senator  would  move  for»niiKi«iiJi 
in  proper  form,  1  would  not  only  vote  for  it,  butchetJ- 
full/  abide  bv  the  result.  The  friends  of  Mr.  VaaBuRfl, 
while  opposmg  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Uouui,  b*d 
themselves  thought  proper  to  institute  any  such  inquiiT- 
I  do  not  mean  to  censure  them  for  tlus,  wa  to  dn* 
inference  from  their  course  in  thisreqwct,  uiifiTonbletB 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  They  beUevedthc  cliarge*  ig»i»«2 
required  no  investigatiimi  aitd  for  my  own  part  1  nuk- 
ing to  acquiesce  in  tlie  sug|[estion  which  had  been  tbnn 
cut,  that  frwn  tlie  nature  of  the  case  it  was  pecula."? 
proper  that  each  gentleman  should  make  the  nfctfwr 
inquiries  for'himself,  and,  haviiig  satisfied  his 
science,  act  accordingly.  I  have,  Mr.  Presuleat,  pu»w 
this  course,  and  by  the  residt  shall  my  conduct,  on  tliitK- 
cosion,  be  governed.  From  the  time  when  Mr.  VuiBuM 
took  possession  of  the  Department  of  State,  up  totlie»>- 
raent  of  his  departure  for  England,  ll»vebeeiiui»n(nti« 
observer  of  the  passing  events  here.  I  have,  also,  jinct  iW 
nomination  came  before  the  Senate,  taken  paiin  to 
myself,  from  the  very  best  sources,  as  to  the  corrtctMSK 
incorrectness  of  my  first  impressions  with  respect  to  A 
conduct  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  while  Secrelaij-  of  St.'* 
and  the  result  has  been  a  firm  conviction  that  I  wgtu 
to  give  my  advice aiulocmsent to  hisappmntaKBtuiH';*' 
ter  to  England.  From  facts  and  circumstance 
have  fallen  under  my  own  observation,  many  of  tl*"" 
lorious  to  .the  whole  country,  as  well  as  from  infotn^ 
derived  from  sources  on  which  1  implicitly  rely,  1  ^" 
arrived  at  the  following  conclusion:  tliat,  when  MT'  ^'^ 
Buren  came  into  tbe  cabinet,  he  found  a  stateorcjntt& 
stances  here  that  opened  a  door  to  the  establidimenl  hi-" 
influence  fitvoreble  to  his  personal  views;  that,  >'^'*~'' 
exerting  himself  to  remove  the  causes  of  discwd  *-»^. 
Bcnsion  oy  which  the  Executive  was  unhappily 
ed,  he  dexterously  availed  himself  of  them,  and  »"|*- 
them  for  tlie  promotion  of  his  own  personal  and  H-'^ 
interests,  and  for  the  advancement  of  hisftienibsnftSF- 
porters  to  office,  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  all  ow-'^ 
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t  i«  known  to  all  who  he^r  me,  thkt  Oenenl  Jackson  came 
ito  office  under  most  auspicious  circumstances,  which, 
iroperly  improved,  could  not  h»ve  &iled  to  secure  for  his 
dmioistrmtion  the  highest  honor,  and,  u  I  still  believe, 
asting-  benefit  to  his  country. 

It  is  notorious  that  ihe  fruits  of  the  great  political  vic- 
ory  which  brought  him  into  power,  have  been,  in  a  great 
neaaure,  lost.  The  expectations  of  the  country  have  not 
•een  fulRlled.  Dissensions  and  discord  have  ^vided  a 
larty  wlio  were  once  cemented  together  by  the  strongest 
ies.  Men  who  CHKmsed  General  JaclEson'e  cause  at  the 
arliest  dawn  of  his  political  fortunes,  who  stood  by  him 
n  the  heat  of  the  contest,  have  been  discarded  from  his 
onfidence,  and  proscribed,  while  those  who  came  in 
like  Mr.  Van  Buren  himaelf)  at  the  eleventh  hour,  who 
lever  lifted  a  finger  in  his  defence,  or  raised  a  voice  in  his 
avor,  now  have  undisputed  sway.  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever, that,  for  all  this,  the  country  is  chiefly  indebted  to 
he  influence  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  successfully,  though 
autfously,  directed  to  the  ungle  object  of  advancing 
itmself  at  the  expense  of  all  who  were  supposed  to  stand 
n  his  vayt  and,  what  is  worse,  at  the  expense  of  the  mc- 
less  of  the  administration,  and  at  the  imminent  hazard  to 
he  best  interests  of  the  country. 

I  firmly  believe,  sir,  that  it  was  not  until  Mr.  Van 
Suren  diacovered,  in  the  course  of  the  last  winter,  that,  by 
;reatinga  unity  of  interests  between  the  Prewdent  and 
limself  and  alienating  him  from  his  fiuthful  and  true 
nenUs — instead  of  elevating  himself,  he  was  pulling  his 
>enefactor  down — ^t  he  determined  to  break  up  the  cabi- 
let,  by  withtlrawing  himself,  and  driving  his  collei^eB 
rom  their  stationst  taking  care,  however,  to  provide 
I  safe  retreat  fur  himself  in  this  mission  to  England.  I 
hink  the  dissolution  of  the  cabinet,  under  all  the  circum- 
.tances  which  attended  it,  was  most  unfortunate  for  the 
SxeeutJve,  and  disreputable  to  the  country;  and  such,  I 
Lin  persuaded,  is  the  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  the 
leople,  of  all  parties,  throughout  the  United  States, 
i^rom  ail  that  1  have  seen  and  neard  upon  that  subject,  I 
lave  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  tins  event  would  not 
lave  taken  place,  but  for  the  firm  and  manly  reustance 
nade  by  certain  members  of  the  cabinet  to  the  views  of 
kfr.  Van  Buren.  If  they  bad  enlisted  under  his  banner, 
ind  consented  to  follow'  his  lead,  all  would  have  been 
veil.  I  believe,  moreover,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  whtl^ 
tecretary  of  State,  used  the  influence  derived  from  his 
ligh  ofllce,  for  the  purpoee  of  eontrdling,  injuriously, 
be  domestic  and  social  relations  of  this  comnniniW;  and 
hat  his  cuitduct  was,  in  other  respects,  inconsistent 
vitb  the  dignity  of  his  station  and  the  character  of  the 
;ountnr.  Having  arrived  at  these  conclusions,  after  a 
wefiil  and  deliberate  exaoiination  of  the  whole  case,  my 
luty  is,  of  course  made  plain.  We  are  called  upon  to 
^ve  our  advice  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  a  high  and  most  responuble  office.  I  know 
hat  a  deciuon  in  his  favor  will  be  regarded  here,  and 
leld  up  elsewhere,  as  a  triumphant  acquittal  from  aJl  the 
:hai^es  that  have  been  preferred  against  him.  I  cannot 
:onsent  to  be  an  iristniment  i»  producing  such  a  result, 
relieving,  as  I  do,  tliat  these  charges  are  true. 

Allunon  hu  been  made  to  the  striHig  prejudices  which 
ire  sttd  to  have  fbllowed  Mr.  Van  Buren  through  his 
whole  political  course,  and  of  which  h  is  sud  he  is  now  to 
>e  made  the  victim.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  unconsdous 
}f  being  under  the  influence  of  anv  such  feelings. 
Though  1  have  never  had  the  honor  to  be  classed  among 
he  personal  and  political  friends  of  this  gentleman,  yet, 
lo  far  from  having  ever  indulged  any  prejudice  against 
lim,  my  feelings  towards  him  have  been  of  an  oppoMte 
iharaetef .  Up  to  the  time  of  bii  gomg  into  the  cabinet, 
fut  a  single  cimuutanca  had  occurred  to  shake  my  con- 
ideiiee  in  him  ai  a  public  mani  and  iiotwithstaading>  this, 
le  went  into  the  Department  of  State  with  my  "advice 


and  consentt"  and  I  should  have  continued  in  the  same 
relation  towards  him  to  this  day,  but  fbr  a  course  of  con- 
duct while  in  that  office,  which  I  honestly  believe  has 
brought  incaloalable  evils  upon  tbia  country.  In  com- 
ing to  these  cmclunons,  I  have  not  been  gorcmed,  as  hu 
been  supposed,  by  "  vague  rumors  merely."  My  opimona 
have  been  made  up  on  fiuits  and  circumstances  which  are 
notorious,  some  of  which  have  fallen  under  my  own  ob- 
servation, and  upon  information  derived  from  the  moat 
unquestionable  sources.  It  is  possible  I  may  be  deceived, 
but  if  so,  I  can  only  aay,  that  so  strongare  the  convictions 
under  which  I  am  acting,  that  if  I  were  a  juror  in  the  box, 
sworn  to  give  a  true  verdict  in  the  issue  now  made  up 
between  >brtin  Van  Buren  and  hw  country,  f  should  fed 
myself  constrained  to  give  that  verdict  against  him.  On 
this  conviction  I  shall  act.  Be  the  consequences  what 
they  may,  I  shall  do  what  I  believe  to  be  my  du^,  in  re- 
cording my  Totei^;anut  Mr.  Van  Boren  u  nutuster  to, 
England. 

Mr.  BROWN,  on  the  eoncliunon  of  Mr.  Hanra*!  re- 
marks,  adjured  parties 'not  to  panne  this  diteiudont  it 
could  lead  to  no  f^ood.  Brery  one's  mind  no  doubt  was 
made  up.  Let  us  vote,  and  avoid  any  fiurttier  irritation, 
already  too  great  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  ssid,  I  am  aware  of  the  propriety  of 
the  suf^festion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and 
do  not  rise  to  continue  the  (^iismon.  The  gentleman 
:  who  has  just  taken  bis  seat,  [Mr.  Baths,]  has  expressed 
his  (^iiuon—4ie  will  of  course  actnpon  it—ihat  isbisaf^i 
.he  has  founded  it  on  sources  within  his  reach:  these 
sources  are  not  disclosed — we  cannot  speak  of  them.  No 
evidence,  other  than  that  already  before  ttie  public,  has 
been  referred  to  by  him.  We  cannot  examine  what  we 
do  not  see.  All  this  is  for  the  judgment  of  others.  The 
honorable  Smator  has  said  that  the  course  he  has  taken 
in  corainfif  to  his  twneluHon  was  suggested  by  the  friends 
uf  Mr.  Van  Buren.  This  I  must  deny.  The  soggestion 
of  that  course  was  made  .by  the  Senator  f^om  Massaelra- 
setts,  [Hr.  WsasTsa,]  whois  nottobe  numbered aitxmy 
the  friends  of  the  person  nominated,  either  politically  or 
personally.  Although  believing  investigation  unnecessary, 
we  have  stood  ready,  at  all  times,  to  vote  fbr  it  in  any 
form  not  disgraceful  to  the  Senate.  The  whole  question 
will  soon  be  before  the  public,  and  we  are  ready  to  ^ide 
bytheresidt. 

[Mr.  MtiUE  kept  no  note  of  his  rejoinder  to  Ifr.  F«b- 
axTi.  He  repfied  at  the  moment  to  such  su^estions  as 
seemed  to  require  notice  at  his  hands.  The  publication 
of  Mr.  F.'s  speech  in  reply,  renders  it  proper  tfuit  the  re- 
jfiinder  by  Mr-  HiLxaa  should  be  publidica  to  correct  and 
explun  portions  of  Hr.  F.'s  reply.] 

Mr.  President!  I  will  trouble  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  M., 
with  only  a  few  observations  in  reply.  The  gentleman  fVom 
Georgia  has  said  that  I  seemed  earnestly  hunting  for 
causes  for  a  divorce  from  the  President.  This  is  not  so. 
I  mean  in  this  case  to  vindicate  the  character  of  my  con- 
stituents from  servile  devotion  to  an  administration  that 
shows  no  respect  to  their  feelings  and  their  character. 
Upon  every  point  connected  with  the  interest  and  princi- 
ples of  South  Carolina,  and  the  correct  p<^y  of  the  na> 
tion,  it  shall  have  my  support.  The  Senator  seems  to 
consider -tile  Union  psrty  and  the  old  ndieal  par^  in 
South  CaroUna  as  identicuj  and  as  well  versed  as  he  vmj 
be  in  our  local  poHtics,  he  will  permit  me  to  put  him  right. 
Tbe  Union  party  in  South  Carolina  cannot  be  sud  to  have 
had  an  existence  antecedent  to  1830,  unleaa  they  may  be 
coimdered,  in  fact  and  prindple,  the  old  fedend  par^. 
Taking  this  for  granted,  the  gentleman  knows  best  how 
hr  back  he  may  be  i^le  to  establish  a  "  by-gone"  frater- 
nity with  hts  Union  fHends.  1  do  not  know  more  than 
one  of  tbe  <M  radleat  par^  who  ever  acted  with  the  gen- 
tleman, andhe  wiUsearceIr  berefardedsuffidenttoipve 
apar^  name  to  a  very  respectable  portion  of  the  popala- 
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tion  in  South  Carolina.  The  gentleimn  admiti  that  his 
frienda,  as  well  as  hiiiiBelf,  ttood  up  for  principle,  and 
againat  Genenl  Jackson  in  the  Seminole  war.  He  says 
Geoi^  was  then  where  ahe  now  w,  bemde  the  Union- 
kt,  atanding  op  Ibr  the  rl^fbt,  and  re|»«hendin|f  the 

I  am  incUned  to  belieTe  that  if  the  gentleman  would  re- 
trace the  history  of  hia  own  State,  he  would  find  himself 
and  hia  fiieads  occasionally  aa  much  at  war  with  the  Union, 
aa  ever  the  South  Carolina  ouUificra  have  been.  Upon 
the  wfafde*  one  remarkable  diffierenee  ii  found  in  the  bonor- 
able  gantleOMn's  courae  and  mine.  I  am  content  with 
wf  pontion.  He  censured  General  Jaekaon  when  he  was 
«ut  power,  and  1  austained  himt  snd  he  sustaios  him  in 
power,  while,  in  the  eaae  now  before  the  Senate,  I  do  not, 
ibr  the  reaaoRB  detailed,  which  he  affects  to  cotiuder  moat 
extraordinary.  He  must  not  indutee  in  visionary  appre- 
henaiona  as  to  what  [  shall  do.  Sumuent  fur  the  day  ia 
the  evil  thereof.  He  says  the  Union  par^  brought  me 
iorward  for  Ooremor,  and  thereby  postponed  Im  prc- 
■ent  incumbent  Th*  gentleman  here  fidb  again  into  an 
•rrort  the  same  persona  who  brought  me  forward  for  Go- 
TenKn>,  brought  me  forward  for  the  post  I  now  fill;  and  I 
connder  myself  here,repreBenting  in  the  Senate  the  princi- 
ples of  the  old  radical  par^-*  which  is  another  name  witlius 
n>r  the  old  republican  or  State  rights  party. 

The  gentleman  lays  that  I  liked  not  the  first  cabinet, 
and  leaa  the  last.  This  last  assertion  is  not  warranted  by 
any  thing  wluch  has  fallen  from  me.  It  ia  not  true  tliat  I 
like  the  second  cabinet  leas  than  the  first.  I  have  voted 
to  confirm  the  apptnntmeat  of  all  the  latter,  and  I  would 
not  vote  for  all  tlie  first  if  tbey  were  before' ua  now  for  con- 
firmation. 

The  gentlecnan  denies,  with  great  emphasis,  the  fkct  of 
the  nominee  having  any  agency  in  ripping  up  the  cabiuet 
tianiactiona  in  rdation  to  the  Seminwe  warw  I  stated  my 
belief  foom  the  &cta  before  the  public,  and  the  gentle- 
man and  myself  draw  different  inferences  from  those  &ctfl. 
He  says  the  factt  before  the  public  prove  that  the  charge 
b  the  **  coinage  of  a  distempered  brain,  and  baseless  as  the 
fiiirtc  of  a  viaion." 

[Mr.  HiLLsa  did  not  understand  Mr.  FoasTTS  as  using, 
in  the  debate,  such  strong  language,  and  will  now  repeat 
his  belief,  aa  he  heretofore  hsa  done,  and,  further,  liis  im* 
prcaMim,  that  he  could,  upon  the  evidence,  convict  him 
before  any  impartial  jury,  uideas  Uie  gentleman  riiould  fiir- 
niah  to  such  jury  other  information  than  he  has  done  to  the 
Senate.  If  he  mistook  not,  the  gentleman  had  something 
to  do  with  this  matter,  and  his  opiiuons  may  be  entitled 
to  a  connderation  which  Mr.  M.'s  does  not  possess.  The 
lugfa  authority  referred  to^  together  with  the  personal 
kaowkdge  cm  the  Senator,  may  convince  hhn,  but  nut 
othen,  who  are  less  infonn^  on  this  subject.} 

I  ihall  not  take  any  step  to  prove  the  guilt  or  innocence 
of  the  nominee,  as  requested  by  tlie  gentleman.  It  does 
not  CMicem  the  public  or  myself  further  than  it  constitutes 
a  feature  in  the  Wtory  of  the  gentleman's  life,  and  I  am 
at  liberty  to  state  my  belief  and  act  on  it,  when  called  on 
to  pve  my  vote. 

The  gentleman  munuKieratood  me,  if  he  suppoaed  I  ob- 
jected to  the  establishment  of  tlie  Globe,  aa  the  Goveni- 
nent  paper,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  <w  any  one  else.  1  con- 
cede the  rif^t  of  every  man,  public  or  private,  to  establish 
pressest  but,  in  dmng  so,  they  must  take  them  eum  ontre. 
If  they  abuse  me  and  my  friends,  by  their  express  or  im- 
plied authori^,  to  obtam  bvor  with  othen,  they  must 
fof^to  those  whom  they  themselvesdcsire  to  propitiate  for 
adppml. 

Now  what  arc  the  facta  here?  Fendingthe  nomination, 
&  roijority  of  the  I^gidirture,  onutituting  the  entire  mass 
at  my  political  friends^  jmm  a  resolution  approving  of  so 
much  of  General  Jackaon's  late  meaaage  aa  reoommenda 
a  reduction  of  the  tariff'  to  a  revenue  meaaure.  and  tlie 


most  dinngenuous  and  base  motive  is  attempted  to  be  fixed 
upon  them,  by  an  administration  print,  wluch  is  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  noBunee  and  his  partf .  In  tlua  mattn-,  Ipul 
myself  on  my  reserved  rlgfa^  and  if  1  had  no  ot^ier  groand 
to  stand  on,  I  would  substitute  my  will  for  the  reaaon,  and 
reject  .the  patron  of  such  a  presal  It  ia  one  (tf  tfie  sore- 
reign  rights  of  a  fVeeman  to  put  those  who  adc  Ma  rote  far 
office  at  least  upon  terms  of  rcnect. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said,  I  beg  the  indulgence  uf 
the  Senate,  barely  to  state  the  reason*  of  the  vote  that  I 
■hall  rive  on  the  nomination  before  us.  In  tlui^  I  regaid 
Mr.  Van  Buren  as  a  public  man,  and  my  rcaaona  for  wi^ 
hoWng  my  advice  and  ranaent  to  his  nomination  are  pub- 
lic reasons.  Tli^  are  purely  national,  in  wliidk  nattier 
party  nor  prejudice  have  place.  I  feel  the  weigtit  <tf  all 
the  reaponsibility  to  be  incurred  by  the  important  mea- 
sure of  recalling  a  foreign  minister  Tar  csiuea  that  tepB- 
cate  hhn  in  pubuc  ceosure;  but  I  also  feel  fully  aost^ed 
by  the  conndentions  that  dull  influence  my  vote. 

to,  the  true  interests  of  the  nation  raqutre  a  mfaaala 
that  will  represent  tus  country,  and  not  merely  advance 
hia  party.  We  vnnt  a  miiuster  of  that  lof^  cbancter, 
who  will,  the  moment  his  mission  commencea*  drop  dta 
habiliments  of  party,  and  robe  himself  in  the  pure  and 
loyal  vestments  of  his  cduntry — bis  undivided  country.  1 
desire  such  a  man  tago  fiuth,  fiu-getting  all  the  strifes  at 
home,  and  remember  only  that  he  is  an  American  minister, 
and  to  act  upoii  American  principles.  But  when  we  per- 
ceive the  gentlenun,  now  before  us,  deliberadelf  at  Ua 
bureau,  instructing  our  nunister  to  a  foreipi  court  to  caH 
to  his  ^  in  conducting  our  negotiationa  the  resuha  of  oar 
political  contests,  I  have  good  cause  to  femr  that  he  does 
not  possess  those  elevated  prindples  that  will  diapoae  him 
to  reject  the  counsels  which  he  lo  frediy  and  no  anxiend)' 
communicatea  to  othera. 

In  the  instruetiont  prepared  and  pvcn  bj  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren to  Mr.  McLane,  we  have  endence  not  to  be  oMtakca 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  policy.  And  it  ia-  ao  purely  seiBA, 
as  to  absorb  'all  connderationa  erf"  country.  It  is  m  denict 
of  American  spirit  and  character,  that  I  am  ooDpeUedt 
by  a  high  and  solemn  sense  of  duty,  to  itear  a  Adied 
protest  agunst  it. 

What  is  the  scope  of  these  instructions?  As  I  andrr. 
stand  them,  they  distinctly  direct  our  miniater  to  empli^ 
theinfluencesofparty,anaofluaparty,too.  Tli^eonM- 
uon  him  to  apprise  the  Britiah  duaxt  of  the  charmcter  ofear 
political  colfiuons,  and  especially  to  let  him  know  ^» 
triumphed  and  who  were  defeated.  Sir,  it  ia  humilistBg 
toUiink  of  iu  These  instructions  utged  our  minista-  xp 
put  bis  party  in  the  right,  and  tlie  country  in  the  wnii^— 
to  re  tier  the  Britiah  minister  to  the  results  of  the  ballot  box 
here,  and  to  freu  upon  that  cabinet  tlie  viciaaitades  of  out 
political  controveraica — our  own  doDwatic  ctiffereaces,  as 
motivea  to  persuade  them — to  what,  nr?  Wbj,  phMft 
to  grant  that  favor,  to  extend  that  privilege,  to  bis  aov 
dominuit  party,  that  was  refused  to  thoae  in  whoae  keep- 
ing the  arrangemeut  of  American  interests  had  tbercto. 
fore  been  confided.  I'his  is  the  first  attempt,  in  our  dipkr- 
mapy  with  fore^  States  to  separate  the  adininistntioa  of 
the  country  from  the  country.  How  wantii^  in  all  Jq» 
tice,  aa  weU  aa  magnanimi^,  was  it  to  make  tfaia  danger 
ous  and  unwarrantable  aaaumption  a  plea  with  any  forap 
court!  Sir,  who  is,  by  our  constitution,  who  aloae  cac 
be  our  public  organ,  but  "the  administration?"  And  yet 
hear  a  cluise  of  these  instructioua.  Mr.  Van  Buren  reaHr 
argues  the  point:  "To  set  up,"  beproceedi^  **Uieactsof 
the  late  administration  as  the  cause  of  forfeiture  of  prm- 
leges  w  btch  would  otherwise  be  extended  to  tli«  people  a 
the  United  States,  would,  under  existing  circatnstaDcc:^ 
be  unjust  in  itself,"  &c.  hx^  Whcnrfore  wguatnndo-cx- 
isting  circumstaocea?  Became,  aa  waa  befiveataSei^  ve, 
that  IB  we,  tbe  new  men,  now  in  power,  Ad  not  ptfiki- 
pate  in  the  acU  uf  the  late  administrutton,  and^  aetefotr, 


DJgitized  by 


Google 


1385 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


1386 


3«c.  7y  1831.] 


ve  humbty  hope  that  we  m».y  be  spared  the  forfeiture  of 
hese  privileges.  Tbii,  with  other  portion!  of  this  eztra- 
irdinary  document,  u  so  hmniliMtin^  to  our  national  eha- 
mc^i  that  I  cannot  consent  to  countenance  it  by  advinng 
Jie  Prendent  to  appoint  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  very  court 
it  wludi  he  has  humbled  us.  No,  sir,  let  as  rather  meet 
Jie  case  at  tiie  thre^old,  with  our  unqualified  disappro- 
aation,  and  never  suffer  it  to  grow  into  the  authority  of 
precedent  by  our  acquiescence. 

Why,  sir,  the  consequences  of  such  a  course  of  diplo- 
macy would  be  most  lustrous.  It  would  perpetually 
distract  our  public  cooncib  on  every  change  of  adminis- 
tration— na^,  on  every  proapect  of  a  chauge— on  every 
commotion  in  the  country  that  might  Indicate  it,  wa  dioula 
be  driven  by  such  measures  to  enterbun  a  stronger  jea- 
lousy of  oar  diplomatic  functionaries  abroad,  than  of  the 
courts  and  nations  to  which  they  were  sent. 

Are  we  prepared  to  say,  sir,  and  have  it  understood, 
that  our  political  conflicts  are  to  leave  our  own  shares,  and 
cast  their  influence  abroad?  That  our  ministers  are  to 
become  the  agents  of  a  party,  and  drive  its  purposes  in 
Mich  manner  and  by  such  meana  as  they  deem  fit  >.  I  trust 
not.  Let  us  preserve  tiie  honorable  and  manly  character 
of  our  foreign  intercourse,  and  expect  and  require  that 
our  ministers  shall,  in  their  discussHons  and  conduct,  act 
for  their  txtuntry,  aitd  not  make  a  forewn  court  the  arena 
on  which  to  play  off  the  intrigues  or  push  the  interests  of  a 
party. 

Mr.  HOORE  said,  I  do  not  now  ris«  fiir  the  purpose  of 
prolonging  thil  debate.  Under  i3\  the  urcamstancet  of 
the  case,  notwithitanding  the  able  views  which  have  been 
presented,  and  the  impatience  of  the  Senate,  I  feel  it  a 
duty  incumbent  upon  me,  not  only  in  Justification  of  my- 
self and  ofthe  motives  which  govern  me  in  the  vote  which 
I  am  about  to  give,  but,  also,  in  justice  to  the  free  and  in- 
dependent people  whom  1  have  the  honor,  m  part,  to  re- 
present, ttiat  I  ^ould  set  forth  the  reasons  which  have 
reluctant^  compelled  roe  to  oppose  the  confimatian  of 
the  present  nonunee.  Sir,  it  is  proper  I  should  deelaie 
that  the  evidences  adduced  against  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  the  late  Secretaty  of  State,  and  the  sources  from 
whence  this  evidence  emanates,  have  made  an  impression 
upon  my  mind,  that  will  require  of  me,  in  the  conscien- 
tious though  painful  discharge  of  my  duty,  to  record  my 
vote  against  his  nomination.  But  let  it  not  be  under- 
Stood  ihat  I  am  opposed  to  the  Executive  or  his  adminis- 
tration. On  slight  grounds,  I  am  incapable  of  assuming 
such  an  attitudei  for,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  of  having  been 
associated  with  my  fellow-citizens  in  elevating  General 
Jacltson  to  the  Presidency;  and  the  broad  principles  which 
elevated  him  to  office  continue  the  beacon  lights  of  my 
political  course.  And,  sir,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  pro\)d  people  whose  representative  I  am,  are  too  ] 
triotic  to  wink  at  a  compromise  of  the  nation's  honor,  too 
virtuous  to  encourage  intrigue  and  corruption,  and  too 
lionest  to  witlihold  their  approbation  from  a  faithful  dis- 
chargeof  publieduty.  In  thenameof  this  people,  then, 
whose  servant  I  rejoice  to  call  myself,  as  far  as  my  vote 
may  go,  I  shall  protest  against  that  highly  reprehensible 
course  of  conduct  which  has  been  pursued  by  the  nominee. 
I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  vote  I  shall  give  does  not  proceed 
from  hostility  to  the  £xecutivc{  I  came  here  prepued,  and 
am  now  disposed,  to  give  a  liberal  and  generous  support 
to  the  great  leading  measures  of  his  administntion.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  no  smaU  degree  of  satisfaction  that  1  can 
recur  to  my  cordial  support  of  moat  of  those  measures 
and  nominations  which  have  passed  in  review  before  the 
Senate,  and  espetnally  the  nominations  of  his  cabinet 
ministers;  and  1  am  now,  sir,  free  to  state  that  my  vote 
shall  be  ^venrfor  Martin  Van  Buren  as  minister  to  Eng- 
land, if  the  charges  which  shall  have  been  prcfcn-ed 
against  him  shall,  by  any  means,  be  weakened,  or  done 
away.    As  th^  fricml  ot  Andrew  Jackson,  1  have  been, 


and  am  still,  disposed  to  prraecnte  this  inquiry  into  the 
truth  of  the  charges,  believing  that  it  is  due,  both  to  the 
Freudent  and  to  tiie  nominee,  that  every  gentieman  pro' 
sent  should  be  folly  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  bis  vote. 
No  man  in  the  nation  can  boast  sineerer  fHendship  for  the 
Executive  than  I  can;  no  man  in  the  dark  hour  of  trial  was 
more  fervent  in  his  support,  (for  I  was  an  ori^nal  advo- 
cate of  lus  claims.)  But,  sir,  1  cannot  obey  the  slavish 
dictates  of  party  discipline.  I  am  constrained  to  yield  to 
the  deliberate  convictions  of  my  consoentious  judgment. 
When  my  reason  is  convuicc^  I  dare  not  disregard  her 
mandates. 

Sir^  »  has  been  remarked  by  the  hononble  genUeinaB 
from  Maryland,  [Ur.  Cnavaiu,  ]  I,  too^  am  aware  of  the 
danger  to  which  my  vote  may  subject  me.  For,  i£r,  it  is  iDf 
fate  to  have  hitter  enemies;  but,  sir,  it  is  my  peculiar  fx- 
tune  to  be  able  to  boast  of  the  most  sincere  and  vrarmest 
friends.  1  am,  also,  aware  that  the  maligm^  of  those 
who  cannot  appreciate  the  obligations  of  an  honest  mo- 
tive, may  cause  them  to  hurl  the  uiafts  of  calumny  agaiMl 
me,  and  attempt  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  my  constitu- 
ents. I  am  aware,  too,  that  there  are  those  whose  minds 
are  narrowed  to  tiie  confines  of  party  predilecticms,  on 
whom  those  assaults  may  prove  successful.  I  am,  also, 
aware  of  my  misfortune  in  differing  with  my  honorable 
colleague,  and  that  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to 
assume  my  stand  may  be  utterly  misrepresented.  How- 
ever, aftor  due  delibention  ana  reflection,  and  under  a 
strong  impresrion  of  my  high  rcsponsibilitiei^  and  with  a 
perfect  conviction  of  tiie  approbation  of  my  conscience 
andconstituenti^  no  satis&ctoij  explanation  of  thewei^^ 
charges  alleged  against  him  having  been  ^ven,  I  am 
compelled  to  record  my  vote  against  the  nomination. 

[The  above,  it  is  believed,  comprises  ail  the  material 
debate  in  the  Senate  on  the  rejected  nomination,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  remarks  of  Mr.  Mutbcx,  not  reported, 
in  which  he  is  understood  to  have  declared  that  he  did  not 
approve  the  tone  and  tenor  of  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  Mr.  McLane,  but  that  he  saw  in  them  nothing  to 
justify  the  rejection  of  the  nomination.  When  Mr.  Mar- 
st«  concluded,  the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
nomination,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  stated  in  Uie 
proceedings  It  the  beginning.— Pw/u&ert.] 

WzDsssDAT,  DacaxBia  7,  ISSI. 
NORTHBASTERN  BOUNOART. 

The  fbllowing  message  was  received  from  the  Prendenk 
of  the  United  Butes,  by  Mr.  Donclson,  his  Secretary: 

Qtidiemm  of  the  Seriate.-  In  my  public  message  to  both 
Houses,  1  communicated  the  state  in  which  I  ^d  found 
the  controverted  claims  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  our  Northern  and  Eastern  boundary, 
and  the  measures  which,  since  my  coming  into  ofBce,  I 
had  purmed  to  bring  it  to  a  dose,- together  with  the  &ct 
that,  on  the  10th  day  of  January  laM,  the  sovereign  ar- 
biter liad  delivered  his  opinion  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  now  transmit  to  you  that  opinion  for  your  conndera- 
tion,  tliat  yoit  may  determine  whether  you  will  advise  a' 
submission  to  the  opinion  delivered  by  the  sovereign  ar- 
biter, and  consent  to  its  execution. 

That  you  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  jud^  of  the 
obligation,  as  well  as  the  expediency,  of  submlttmg  to  or 
rejecting  the  decision  of  the  arbiter,  I  herevitii  transout— 

1.  A  protest  made  by  the  minister  ]ilentpotentiary  at 
the  United  States,  after  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands,  on  which  paper  it  may  be  necessary 
to  remark  that  I  had  always  determined,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  result  of  the  examination  by  tlie  sovereign 
arbiter,  to  have  submitted  the  same  to  the  Senate  for  their 
advice,  before  1  executed  or  rejected  it;  therefore,  no 
instructums  were  given  to  the  miiuster  to  do  any  art  that 
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■hould  commit  the  Government  m  to  the  course  it  nugitt 
be  deemed  proper  to  pursue*  on  »  fullconsidenttion  oiul 
the  dreumitmncei  of  thd  esse. 

3.  The  dnpsiches  from  oiir  mtniater  at  the  Hague, 
■ecompanying  the  protest,  as  well  as  those  previous  and 
subsequent  thereto,  m  reUtion  to  the  subject  of  the  sub- 
nniuon. 

3.  Communications  between  the  Department  of  State 
and  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Naiiw,  in  relation  to 
^Ua  subject. 

4.  Correspondence  between  the  charg6  d'aiTiurea  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Department  of  State,  in 
relation  to  the  arrest  of  certain  persons  at  Madawaika, 
under  the  authority  of  the  British  Government  of  New 
Brunswick. 

[t  ii  proper  to  add,  that,  in  addition  to  the  evidence  de- 
rived from  Mr.  Preble's  despatches  of  the  inclination  of 
the  British  Government  to  abide  by  the  award,  aasurancei 
to  the  same  effect  have  been  informally  made  to  our  mi- 
nister at  London,  and  that  an  official  communication  on 
that  subject  may  very  soon  be  expected. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

December  7.  1831. 

The  message  and  accompanying  document  were  read. 
Ordered,  That  U)ey  be  printed  m  confidence  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 


WXDXBSDAT,   DeCXXBIA  21. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Freri^ent 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Dmelson,  his  Secretary: 

WaasiHaTox  Uitx,  December  21^  1831. 
Otatkmen  (Ac  Samte.-  Since  my  mewage  of  the  7th 
instant,  transmitting;  the  award  of  the  ffingof  the  Nether- 
lands, 1  have  received  the  offidil  communication,  then 
expected,  of  the  determination  of  the  British  Government 
to  abide  by  the  award.  This  commuiucation  is  now  re- 
spectfully laid  before  you,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  your 
'deliberations  on  the  same  subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message,  and  the  document  therein  referred  to, 
were  read. 

Ordered,  'I'hat  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  that  the  document  be  printed  in 
confidence  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  Holxis,  having 
been  transferred  on  the  19lh  instant  from  the  legislative 
to  the  executive  journal,  wan  considered: 

Resohxdt  That  the  President  be  rcijuested  to  inform 
the  Senate  whether  any  further  negotiation  is  commenced 
or  proposed,  in  regard  to  the  Northeastern  boundaiy  of 
the  United  States. 

I>n  motion  of  Hr.  HOLMES, 

Ordered^'  That  tt  Tie  on  the  table. 

TuxBOAT.  ixwvan  34,  1833. 

Mr.  SPBAGUE  submitted  the  folknring  reaolutionst 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  he  printedin  confidence 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate: 

1.  Reaoked,  That  the  General  Government  has  no  con- 
stitutions) power  to  cede  or  transfer  to  a  foreign  nation 
any  portion  of  the  territory  or  inhabitants  of  any  one  of 
tlie  United  States,  without  the  consent  of  such-State. 

3.  Retohed,  That  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  establishing  tlie  exterior  limits  of  the  United 
Static  docs  not  extend  to  tite  nuking  of  a  new  line  of 
boundary  fi>r  any  one  of  the  States,  but  only  to  the  ascer- 
taining and  defining  the  true  line  described  and  agreed 
upon  in  tlie  treaty  of  peace  of  17B3,  according  to  the  fair 
construction  and  real  intent  of  said  treaty. 

3.  ileto^e^  That  the  opinion  fif  die  VHmg  of  die  Ne- 


therlands, u  eoaunuiucated  throu^  ournriniiter  stibc 
Hague,  does  not  purport  to  aseertan  or  define  iheNot^ 
eaatem  boundary  of  the  United  Stmtea  as  deseribedinibt 
treaty  of  peace  of  1763. butrecommendsanew line, pilpt- 
bly  distinct  and  variant  from  tlie  true  line  of  the  nidtmtf. 

4.  Reaoked,  That  his  Netherland  llajes^  hu  notik. 
cided  any  question  submitted  to  his  determinatioD  rehlin 
to  said  boundary,  but  declared  his  inabili^  to  do  mi  lad, 
in  exprening  bis  opinion  of  what  would  be  a  smiabk  tr 
convenient  line  of  isviaon  between  the  Uoited  Stiteinl 
the  territoriea.of  Great  Britun,  has  ptfuitouilj  immtd 
the  character  of  an  adviaer,  to  which  be  was  never  inntri 
by  the  parties. 

5.  RcMfhed,  That  the  United  States  have  never,  inir 
manner,  rendered  it  obligatory  up<Hi  tbem  to  tubmitu, 
or  acquiesce  in,  such  advlccf  and  have  no  power,  vitboot 
the  consent  of  tiie  State  of  Maine,  to  agree  upm  or» 
tabliriithe  new  line  of  boundary  thus  recennendei 

6.  Staaitedt  That  the  Senate  rcMMiimend  te,  and  al 
vise  the  President  of  the  United  States  t»  open  ud  pgr 
sue  friendly  negotiations  with  his  Britannic  lU|t*l}',ftr 
the  purpose — 1.  Ofascertaining  with  preciMon  Uiit pot 
of  the  highlands  lying  due  north  of  the  St.  Croii  me, 
and  north  of  St.  John's  river,  which  is  dengntfed  islk 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783  as  the  northwest  a^le  of  Nm 
Scotia,  and  of  surveying  and  marking  upon  the  vaXuxd 
the  earth  the  boundary  line  between  the  Uniled  Stun 
and  the  dominions  of  Great  Britun,  which  extesdifni 
the  source  of  the  river  St.  Cnnz,  directly  aortb,  to  the 
abovementtoned  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia;  Tbmt, 
along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide  those  ram  An 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  tbcK 
which  &U  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  northveitt» 
moat  head  itf  Connecticut  river.  3.  Of  aeciniii|  tetk 
Uiuted  States  and  then-  dtizens  the  uodistiubed  tiepfViat. 
of  the  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  John'tiiw 
throughout  its  whole  conrae  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  ad 
granting  to  bis  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  subjects  the  na- 
disturbed  enjoyment  of  a  ri^t  of  free  pssa^reandtnsri 
between  the  city  of  Quebec,  in  Lower  CaMds,udtbe 
city  of  St  John's,  in  the  province  of  New  Bniimnc^c 
a  direct  and  convenient  route  tbriH^h  the  Stale  of  HhK 
to  be  accurately  surveyed,  limited,  luid  defined:  TnM, 
That  the  express  consmt  of  the  State  of  Maine  u 
gfmnting  of  auch  free  paaage  and  traiwt  dull  be  fiitbt 
and  obtained. 

WxBirxsDAT,  Jaitoamt  35. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutiooi  si!>' 
mitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  SraAetrxi  and  on  his  motioo, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  CoaHHtue  ■ 
Foreign  Relatiora. 

FaiDAT,  jAiniABr  37. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Prcsdcd 
of  the  United  SUtes,  by  Mr.  Donelaon,  his  Secretair: 
Wasiiitstov,  .AmiNB^  27,  18j1 
7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  Staiea.-  In  comp1iu>oe  viA 
the  resolution  of  die  Senate  of  the  18th  mstant,*  I  b(» 
with  tnnsndt  a  report  of  the  8eor«tary  ot  State,  vkd, 
together  with  the  letter  of  his  Britanrac  Majeit}-') 
d'affaires,  heretofore  communicated,  demanding  tbcfic 
cution  of  the  opinion  delivered  by  the  sovereign 
contains  all  the  information  requested  by  the  nid  raik' 
tion,  omitting  nothing  that  may  eiiable  the  Senate  to  jr" 
the  advice  requested  by  my  mesai^  oF  the  7lh  of  Bee* 
ber  last,  on  the  queetioo  of  carrying  into  ^eettbeajiv" 
of  the  Kingof  the  Nctherlaods. 

ANDREW  JACKSOS- 

The  mesB^  and  accompanying  documents  veRM> 
»Tlilir(MhiUafi       appear  ontha  lt«!talati*v>Hiw4 
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B.  8  to  Makci  31, 1S33.] 


WlDBlflDATf  FlIBVABT  B. 

The  following  message  wu  received  from  the  President 
the  United  States  by  &Ir.  Donekon>  bis  Secretuy: 

WASBiiTfiToir,  f\!Anutry3,  1833. 

7b  the  Senate:  In  addition  to  the  documents  relating 
the  settlement  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the 
lited  Statei,  now  in  possession  of  the  Senate,  I  have 
It  received  eertun  proceedings  and  reaohitions  of  the 
tgialature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the  subject,  which 
e  herewith  tnnsontted. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  mesaagr  was  read. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  SPRAGUE, 
IS  considered  Mid  agreed  to:  * 
JHeaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be  requested  to 
ansmit  to  the  Senate  tlie  two  volumes  of  maps,  and  the 
>lumc  of  surveys,  which  were  laid  before  the  ariiiter 
ider  the  convention  of  1827,  and  which  have  been  re- 
imed  to  the  Department  of  State;  and  also  nup  A> 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SPRAGUE, 

Ordered,  That  the  message  of  the  27th  of  January, 
ansmitting'  additional  documenU  respecting  tlie  Nortn- 
istern  boundary,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
:\gn  Relations;  and  that  the  following  papers,  thereby 
otnmunicated,  be  printed  tn  confidence  for  the  use  of  the 
enate: 

Mr.  Clay  to  the  Governor  of  Maine,  Decembers,  1835. 

Same  to  the  Governor  of  Maine,  January  4^  1836. 

Same  to  the  same,  January  39,  1837. 
.The  Governor  of  Maine  to  the  President  of  the  United 
.tates,  June  20,  1626. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Vaugimn,  January  9,  1839. 

Mr.  Hamilton  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  March  II,  1829. 

Same  to  the  Governor  of  Maine,  March  13. 1S39. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  Na:^  1839. 

Correspondenbe  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
itates  and  the  British  Government,  and  between  the 
■Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the  King  of  the  Ne- 
herlands. 

TattnaviT,  Feibuabx  9. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  SPRAGUE, 
ras  eonudered  and  agreed  to: 

Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  ttie  United  States  be 
equested  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  despatch  of  Mr. 
;alUtin,  transmitting  the  convention  of  September  39, 
837t  and  to  inform  the  Senate  at  what  time  the  said 
lespatch  and  convention  Vere  received  attlie  Department 
if  Sutei  and  the  report,  by  Daniel  'Rose,  of  an  exploring 
urvey  from  the  Sebois  river  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
■enebscot  river,  made  in  the  year  1839. 

HOSOAX,  FXBEUAKX  13. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
XMinication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  two 
rolumes  of  maps,  a  volume  of  surveys,  and  map  A,  re- 
quired by  a  reeolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  initant. 

The  contouuucBtion  was  read. 


MoHBAX,  FiamxrAftT  30. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Prendent 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretar)-: 

WasinnoTos,  fibruary  13,  1832. 
7b  the  Senate.-  1  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  containing  the.  information  and  docu- 
ments called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th 
initant. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

'IV  nx-sM^  was  read- 


TnisDAX,  Mabcr  20. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  HOLMES,  was 
considered  and  agreed  to : 

BemAied,  That  die  President  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Senate  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  communications 
have  passed  between  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Statesand  the  Executive  or  Le* 
gialative  Department  of  the  State  of  Maine,  relative  to  the 
Northeastern  boundaiyi  and  whether  anv  proposition  has 
been  made  by  dther  that  the  boundarv  dengnatcd  by  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands  sluU  be  eatabliihed lor  a  conside- 
ration to  be  pud  to  Maine*  and*  if  bo»  what  coonderation 
is  proposed,  so  liu-  as  the  same  may  not  be  incona^ent 
with  the  public  interest. 

WzBiriBDAT,  HiacH  31. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL,  firom  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  were  referred  the  several  messages  of 
tlie  President  of  tlie  United  States  of  the  7th  and  Slat  of 
December,  1831,  of  the  37th  of  January  and  Bth  Feb- 
ruary, 1832,  together  with  the  iKveral  documents  which 
accompanied  the  samct  and  to  whom  were  also  referred 
the  motion  and  resolution  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  one 
of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the  34th  day 
of  January  last  part,  submitted  the  following  report: 

That  this  committee  have  bestowed  upon  the  several 
subjects  to  them  referred,  all  the  attention  which  their 
great  importance  demanded.  At  the  commencement  of 
Ibttr  exuirinKtion  of  these  interesting  subjects,  every 
member  of  this  committee  was  equally  aware  tiiat  tbw. 
feelings,  as  citizens  of  the  United  Sutea,  might  very  pro- 
bably mislead  any  judgment  they  mi^t  be  disposed  to 
form  in  regard  to  the  correctness  of  the  determination  of 
his  Majesty.the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  which  proposes 
to  establish  the  boundary  between  the  possessions  of 
the  United  States  and  those  of  Ina  Majesty  the  King  of 
Great  Britain-  Every  argument  which  su^ested  itself 
to  tbe  mind  of  any  member  of  this  committee,  to  prove 
the  truth  and  justice  of  the  several  pontions  for  which 
tbe  United  States  have  contended  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  of  this  subject,  had  already  been  presented  by 
their  Afferent  agents,  and  had  proved  unsatis&ctory  both 
to  Great  Britain  and  to  the  arbitrator  mutually  chosen  by 
the  two  Powers,  to  settle  and  determine  the  subject  of 
difference  betwe«i  tliem.  This  circumstttnce,  of  Haei^ 
was  suAdent  to  warn  the  committee  against  confiding 
too  implicitly  in  their  own  opinions,  with  regard  to  a 
matter  as  to  which  th^y  were  conscious  of  foeling  so  deep 
an  interest,  and  to  induce  them  to  view  tiie  subject  as 
it  now  exists,  rather  than  to  connder  tt  as  presenting  a 
question  still  open  for  discussion. 

This  committee  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  perfect  right 
of  tbe  United  States  to  refuse  to  abide  by  the  award  of 
his  Maies^  the  Kii^  of  the  Netherlands  a  tiie  ronstitat- 
ed  authorities  of  the  United  SUtes  sbaU  think  that  this 
award  is  not  made  within  the  terms  or  meanii^  of  the 
submission;  and  they  are  aware  that  many  reasons  exist 
which,  to  the  minds  of  our  own  citizens  at  least,  may  ap- 
pear strung,  to  induce  the  opinion  that  such  it  the  caae. 
But  will  such  arguments  satiny  others^  and,  if  not,  what 
will  be  tbe  effect  of  rejecting  tiiis  award?  Theae  are  the 
only  questions  whioi  this  committee  think  it  necessary 
now  to  examine. 

The  history  of  this  cotintry  will  riiow  that  the  ques- 
tion, what  is  the  true  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  pre- 
sent United  Slates,  has  been  often  discussed  between  the 
different  parties  interested  in  its  decision.  While  France 
held  the  territory  contiguous  to  the  former  colonies  of 
Great  Britain  on  their  Northern  and  Eastern  frontier,  tliis 
question  then  disturbed  the  relations  of  4be*c  two  Powers, 
and  it  was  only  settled  by  the  treaty  wlijrlt  transferred  all 
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the  dtmiinioiw  of  the  former,  in  this  quarter,  to  the  Utter. 
Not  loog*  after  that  event,  the  stme  question  was  revived 
b«^e«n  Great  Britain  and  her  then  colcmy  of  Maanchu- 
■etta.  Aatbe  King  of  Great  Briton  WMSt  thattiiiiethe 
sorcre^n  of  all  the  prorineea  limited  by  this  boundary, 
no  matter  where  it  was  estabhihed,  or  bow  itwaarum 
and  as  no  priTate  rights  had  then  been  acquired  near  to 
the  line  which  was  lutimatcly  settled  by  him  as  the  boun- 
dary of  these  provinces,  it  was  then  of  little  rooment  to 
any  where  this  line  was  fixed.  Hence,  probably,  in  esta- 
blishing the  Northeastern  boundary  of  Maasachuaetts  at 
that  time,  but  little  Kgud  was  pud  to  accuracy  of  de- 
•criptioa  or  prednon  Mr  tcmu^  and  a  line  was  fixed  upon, 
<tf  which  the  *'ftrmMPMi«  a  ^uo**  waa  not  more  certainly 
described  than  the  "terminus  ad  guem."  Before  it  be- 
came necessary  to  ascertain  this  line  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy,  our  revolution  conunenced,  and  the  uncertain 
boundarv  establiibed  by  the  previous  act  of  the  Govem- 
meot  of  Great  Britain  waa  recognised  by  the  trea^  of 
1783  as  Ihe  Northeaatem  boundazy  at  the  United  States. 

Thus  the  old  question,  what  thia  boundwy  line  was, 
and  where  it  ran,  was  revived.  The  settlement  of  this 
question  constituted  the  subject  oi  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  Btates  and  Great  Britain  in 
1794|  and  it  was  supposed  by  both  llie  parties  to  be  de- 
termined with  suffiaent  accuncy  by  the  final  decision  of 
the  cornmisuoncrs  appointed  in  pursuuvce  of  tiiat  article. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  here,  that  tbc  decision  of  these 
comnuBsionen  Offered  not  Imb  widely  from  the  poutions 
eontended  Ibr  by  eadi  of  the  two  disagreeing  parties  at 
that  time,  than  docs  the  present  detemunation  of  his  M»- 
jes^  the  ^ng  of  the  Netherlands  from  the  pontiona  aa- 
nuned  by  each  of  the  same  partiea  upon  tliia  occasion. 
Tet  both  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  concurred 
in  adopting  thedecisiaa  of  these  commiaaionM^  altfaouj^ 
it  varied  easentially  from  the  claim  of  bimndary  set  up  by 
each  of  the  two  Powers. 

Thia  deciuon  settled  d^nitively  the  uncertain  **ftr- 
MtntM  a  fuo"  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
States  waa  to  run;  and  as  no  difTerence  then  existed  be- 
tween the  two  Powers  as  to  tlie  course  or  direction  of  this 
hae  of  boundaty,  the  "  terminue  ad  guem"  was  also  sup- 
posed to  befixeu.  Doubts  being-  afterwards  suggested  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  as  to  tJois  point,  it  was  the  pur> 
pose  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1814» 
to  remove  these  doubts^  by  adopting  a  mode  f<H-  settling 
them,  aindlar  to  that  wUch  bad  been  found  aatisbcttvy  to 
the  parties  in  the  previous  case.  Hie  comanaiionerB  ap- 
pointed by  the  high  contracUng  parties,  in  pursuance  of 
thiB  fifth  article  of  the  trea^  of  Ghent,  could  nather 
agree  in  their  opiniona,  or  eftect  any  other  adjustment  of 
Uie  matter  to  them  referredi  therefore,  the  event  con- 
templated by  that  article  having  thus  occurred,  tt  became 
necessary,  under  the  proviuons  of  this  trea^,  that  the 
two  Powers  should  refer  the  subject  to  some  friendly  ao- 
vefmcn  or  Sute,  to  be  named  by  them  fi^r  that  purpo«e, 
who  diould  determine  the  same.  His  Majes^  the  King 
<i£  the  Netheriands  was  the  friendly  sovereign  named  by 
the  two  high  contracting  parties  for  this  purpose.  He 
having  accepted  tbe  functions  of  arbitrator  so  confer- 
red upon  him,  by  his  Award  has  decided  the  wliole  subject. 

Tbe  committee  have  made  these  statements  merely  to 
ahow  that  the  question  determined  by  this  awai-d  is  one 
of  long  standing,  which  has  been  much  vexed,  and  that 
the  pomta  invuved  in  it,  and  necessary  to  its  accurate 
detenmnatioo,  have,  in  some  d^ree,  been  changed  by 
the  acta  of  the  parties  themselves.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  Great  Britain, 
who  has  tbtu  long  and  often  refused  her  assent  to  the  po- 
sition! taken  by  the  United  States  in  regard  to  this  con- 
troverted p<hn^  will  yield  a  more  ready  acquiescence  in 
our  iriahes  now,  than  she  has  hitherto  donei  ewedalty 
when  Ae  bcc*  that  her  own  ofHiuons  are  watainedt  at 


least  in  part,  by  the  detenninatian  of  a  diaintavstcd  ar- 
bitratOT,  mutually  aelected  by  both  the  partiea. 

Should  this  prove  true,  if  the  United  Statea,  on  their 
pat^  refiise  to  abide  by  tUs  award,  die  ni  1 1  Maiji  conse- 
quence muai  b^  tfiat  the  pfctenMDna  heretofore  set  ap 
by  Great  Britun,  and  which  are  in  part  rejected  l^the 
award,  will  be  revived  and  inMSted  open  by  her  In  thdr 
full  extent.  In  what  mode,  then,  can  the  cootrorcfsy  so 
revived  be  settled' 

A  new  negotiation  cannot  be  supposed  Efcely  to  pro- 
duce more  beneficial  results  than  those  which  have  alresdj 
taken  place.  ]n  the  discussions  which  were  had  st 
Ghent^  in  those  carried  on  hetwcca  the  commiasioeen 
appcHnted  to  detemune  thia  qiwstton  of  boundary,  and  ia 
those  addressed  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  tbe  NeAer. 
landa,  the  argument  on  either  nde  seetns  to  have  been 
exhausted.  No  prt^table  result  then,  can  be  expected 
from  reviving  a  discussion  in  which  nothing  new  can  be 
presented  on  either  side,  and  in  which  the  rights  and  ib- 
teresta  of  the  parties  whatever  theee  may  be^  remvn  is 
heretnfore. 

Bemdcs,  previously  to  entoing  upon  such  a  negt^ 
tion,  something  must  be  agreed  upon  in  regard  to  tbe 
disputed  terrilory.  Recent  events  vei^  plainly  show  that, 
without  some  agreement  upon  this  pom^  border  confiicts 
will  inevitably  take  place  between  tbe  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  tbe  two  Powers  who  claim  diis  territory;  vh-di 
conflicta  must  soon  produce  a  general  war  between  these 
Powers.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done  with  this  aubject  of 
controversy,  pendii^  tbe  negotiation  instituted  to  adjvt 
the  title  to  it> 

A  stipulation  that  it  shall  remain,  as  now,  unoecapted 
by  either  party,  until  the  question  of  right  ia  settled, 
seems  to  favor  the  views  ^and  poHcy  of  Great  Britain  m 
decidedly,  that  such  a  stipulation  would  amount  in  effect 
to  an  abandonment  of  chum  on  our  part  to  the  whole  sub- 
ject. No  termination  fiivonble  to  the  United  States  ou{^ 
to  be  e^iected  frtHU  ai^  nc^ti^on  which  hokb  ont 
such  an  inducement  to  the  other  party  for  procrastinaliaD 
and  delay.  The  same  residt  is  equally  prubable,  if  eark 
party  should  be  permitted  to  ocxiupy  such  portion  of  tbe 
disputed  territoiy  as  is  allotted  to  them  re^ectivcl}'  wi- 
der the  award,  which  vrould  be  then  declared  not  to  he 
obUgatory  upon  «ther.  In  the  latter  case,  too,  the  matte; 
woiud  be  made  of  still  more  ^fficult  adjustment,  fay  to- 
sm  of  the  rights  and  interests  wbidi  the  citixens  and  sob- 
jecta  of  each  of  the  two  parties  would  acqiiixe  in  tbe 
territory  yielded  to  tiieoccupatiMt  of  the  otheri  andapro- 
ponticm  that  one  should  occupy  the  p<tttion  of  tbe  terri- 
tory assigned  to  it,  while  the  negotiatioD  was  pen&ig  b 
regard  to  the  right  of  tbe  other  to  the  remsuun^  portua 
of  tbe  Same  territory,  which  should  not  be  occupied  by 
that  otlver  until  the  question  right  vraa  finally  <ktcT- 
tnined,  would  be  a  prtqwdtion  so  wanting  in  rcciprociti', 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  made  by  any  Power  which  paVi 
proper  regard  to  its  own  character. 

Under  such  circumstances,  wbme  negotintaon  proousa 
to  yield  nothing  of  good,  butone  resort  renuona.  To 
last  resort,  the  committee  do  not  understand  tint  even  ^ 
State  of  Maine  itself  is  willing  now  to  come.  But,  if  ife 
case  was  different,  it  would  present  a  questim  worthy  oS 
the  moat  grave  coiiuderation,  whetiier  the  United  Sttfet 
sliould  ever  willingly  inrtdve  thcmaelves  in  war  widi  am 
Power  whatever,  to  maintun  an  asacttcd  r^t  to  tern- 
tor^  long  disputed,  which  had  been  determined  not  to  be 
theirs  by  an  arbitrator  chosen  by  themselves.  Altlm^ 
it  may  perhaps  be  truly  awd  in  this  case  that  tbe  Ijwtec 
States  are  not  bound  b^  this  award,  as  audi,  yet  it  wiS  bt 
conadered  by  all  the  ctviliied  world  aa  tbe  impartial 
nion  of  a  disinterested  judge,  upon  a  questkn  of.muc^ 
perplexi^  and  diffictdty.  8u^  an  opinion  wosild  ha«« 
the  efi^  of  piaciiw  us  (seemingly  atkast)  in  the  wraog. 
and  therefiffe  wouU  greatly  inip»,the  noal  Ibrae  ^ 
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Ututed  States  have  always  brought  into  eveiy  contest  in 
which  they  have  hitherto  been  birolred. 

These  connderations  have  induced  thb  committee  to 
think  that  the  policy  of  the  United  States  will  be  bestcon- 
fulted  by  announciny-to  Greal  Britain  their  wiltingneis  to 
aMent  to  this  award.  But  as  the  boundary  which  it  esta- 
blishes will  probably  be  found  not  less  inconvenient  to 
Great  Britain  than  to  the  United  States,  and  as  under  the 
award  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  John  and  its  tributary 
■trcanii  b  not  made  free  and  common  to  both  parties,  this 
committee  areofopinionthatitirill  be  adnaable  for  die  Prer 
aident,  in  comraunicatiny  to  Great  Britain  his  determination 
to  abide  by  the  award,  to  signify  to  that  Power  his  desire  to 
«pen  a  new  negotiation,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  a  more 
convenient  boundary  between  the  territories  of  the  two  em- 
pires, than  that  which  is  so  estabUahed;  and,  also,  for  se- 
curing to  each  party  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  St 
John  and  ita-tributazy  streams,  from  its  moutli  to  thnr  re- 
spective sources.  Should  &eat  Britain  accede  to  this 
overture,  if,  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  it  is  found 
practicable  so  to  do,  the  President  will  of  course  avail 
himself  of  any  and  every  occasion  to  obtain  a  boundw^ 
more  acceptable  to  the  State  of  Maine  than  that  which  is 
established  by  the  determination  of  bis  Majesty  the  Kinir 
of  the  NetherUnds.  ^ 

In  regard  to  the  objections  urged  to  this  award  in  the 
rcsdutions  which  have  also  been  referred  to  this  comn^t- 
tee,  they  deem  it  «ily  necessary  to  say,  that,  as  the  pro- 
viswns  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  admit  the 
fact  that  the  true  boundary  of  the  United  States,  thereby 
referred  to,  was  not  then  settled,  and  establish  a  mode 
whereby  this  boundary  might  thereafter  be  ascertained 
and  determined,  it  cannot  be  admitted  lhat  the  subsequent 
aetUement  of  this  matter  by  the  mode  then  agreed  upon 
can  properly  be  eonadered  as  a  cession  or  transfer  to  a 
foreign  nation  of  any  portion  of  the  tertttorr  or  bihabit. 
ants  of  any  one  of  the  United  States. 

If  the  commisffloners  appointed  to  determine  this  matter 
had  concurred  in  opinion  as  ihey  did  in  1795,  although 
the  determination  mi^t  have  been,  as  it  then  was,  in  op- 
position to  the  prctensiona  get  up  by  each  of  the  disagree- 
ing parties,  none  can  believe  that  their  award  woolq  not 
have  been  held  as  conchinre  as  was  that  referred  to,  al- 
though boUi  these  awards  would  have  been  subject  to  pre- 
cisely the  same  objectiwia  which  are  now  umd.   And  so 
far  as  the  question  of  authority  is  concerned  it  would  be 
impossible  to  show  that  the  umpire  bad  leas  authority  over 
the  subject  than  the  disagreeing  commissioners  possessed. 
In  no  case  can  the  adjustment  of  any  controversy  be  pro- 
perly regarded  as  an  abandonment  of  right  in  the  subject, 
the  title  to  which  is  contested.    In  all  such  cases,  the  de- 
cision does  nothing  more  than  to  determine  in  which  of 
the  two  disagreeing  parties  the  right  originally  was,  and 
oeither  can  properly  be  said  to  yield  to  the  pther  that 
which  the  decision  affirms  to  have  always  belonged  to  that 
other.    So  that  the  question  recur*— WiU  the  United 
S  tates  adopt  this  award  as  determining  what  was  their  on- 
einal  and  true  boundary?   Once  admit  the  award  to  be 
binding  mi  our  fiath,  and  the  question  of  right  ceases;  and 
even  if  the  award  be  set  aside,  the  determination  not  to 
abide  by  it  must  never  be  rested  upon  the  ground  that  it 
deprives  us  of  ri^ts  which  we  believe  to  be  ouns  but 
u  pon  the  ground  that  it  decides  matter  which  was  nerersub- 
mitted  to  arbitrament.    Iftheauthority  todeddetheqae» 
tion  is  admitted,  the  correctness  of  the  decision  can  never 
be  questioned,  except  by  impugning  the  integrity  of  the 
J  udge,  a  char^  which  none  can  prefer  or  sustain  in  this  case. 

The  committee  Uierefbre  recomineiid  to  the  Senate  to 
xtdopt  the  followii^r  resolution: 

Beaolvedy  That  the  Senate  advise  the  Prendent  to  ex- 
press to  his  Hveaty  tbe  Ring  of  the  Netherhuidt  the  as- 
sent of  the  United  States  to  Uie  determuation  made  by 
^im,  and  consent  to  the  execution  6[  the  wme. 
Vol.  Vm— 8B 


The  report  was  read. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 

Or4atdt  That  it  beprioted  in  confidence  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

HovoAT,  Aran.  2.  , 
.  The  fcdlowing  message  was  received  from  the  Pic^dant 
of  the  Umted  States  by  Mr.  Donelion,  his  SeeretMy: 
WAsBisareir,  J&rcA  S9,  1833. 
7b  the  Senatt:  In  complianee  iritb  the  resolution  request- 
ing the  "President  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any,and,if 
any,  what  communications  have  passed betweentheExecu- 
,  tive  Departmentof  the  United  States  and  the  Executive  or 
I  LegisUtive  Department  ofthe  Sute  of  Maine,  rehitive  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary^  and  whether  any  proposition  has 
'  been  nude  by  either,*that  the  boundary  dewgnated  by  the 
King  of  the  NetherUnds  shall  be  estabtiahed  tbracondde- 
ration  to  be  paid  to  Maine;  and»  if  so^  what  connderation 
was  proposed,  so  far  as  tbe  same  may  not  be  inconmtent 
with  the  public  interest,"  I  transmit  hmwitti  a  rcp«t 
from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 

Tbp  memaf^  and  the  accompanjnog  documnits  vere 

read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 

Ordmdt  Thatthcy  be  printed  in  emfidenee  fiir  the  usa 
ofthe  Senate. 


TvisBAT,  Jtraa  13. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  condder  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  on  the 
3l9t  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  Northeastern  boun- 
dary. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  HOLMES  to  amend  the 
same,  bjr  inserting  after  the  word  *'  VUtmAv^*  the  words 
"two-thirds  ofthe  Senators  present  concurring  thtfmn.** 
And  after  debate,  on  mutton  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 
The  Senate  ac^oumed. 

WCDHESDAT,  JUBB  13. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  the 
subject  of  the  Northeastern  boundary,  together  irith  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto. 
And,  after  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

TavasDAT,  Jirxa  14^ 
The  Senate  resumed  tiie  consideration  of  ttie  reaohiticni 
repOTted  by  the  Committee  on  Fore^  Belitions  on  dw 
subject  of  the  Northeastern  bounduy,  together  irith  tha 
amendment  proposed  thereto. 
And,  after  deoate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SIL8BEE, 
The  Senate  at^oumed. 

FaiSAT,  JuvB  15. 

He  Senate  resumed  the  coDfideration  of  the  resolutioii 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  P*l«tHim  on 
subject  of  the  Northeastern  boundary. 
And,  after  debate,  on  modon  of  lb>.  FOBSTTH, 
The  Senate  adjoorned. 

SATirBBAT,  Jviri  16. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  connderatim  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fordgn  Behtimis  on  ^ 
subject  of  the  Northeastern  boundary,  together  with  die 
amendment  proposed  thereto. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  to  wit,  af- 
ter «  SesolTed,**  insert  "  two4hirda  of  die  Senators  pre- 
sent  conconii^— 
It  wu  detemiiKd  in  the  afflnratirr,  as  Mkm: 
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YEAS.— MteMrt.  Bell,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Cluy,  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Vooty  Prelinghuysen,  Hentfricki^  Hill, 
Holmes,  Kane,  Knight,  Hiller,  Naudain,  PtHodexter, 
Prentia^  Bobbhw,  Bobinaon*  ihuKles,  Seymoor,  SiMiee, 
Sprifue,  TomUnson,  Webiter,  wilkiiu. — 77, 

NATS. — Meian.  Benton,  Brovn,  Chambera,  Ellis,  For- 
tfMk,  Grundy,  Hayne,  King,  Mangum,  Marcy.  Moore, 
Smith,  Taxewetl,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White.— 1?. 

So  the  amendment  waa  concurred  in. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  MAN'GUM  to  amend  the 
rcsolation-  by  stiildnf  out  all  after  the  word  **  Resolved," 
ind  inaertinif  **  That  the  Senate  advise  the  Pre«dent  to 
comniumcate  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
that  the  United  Statea  decline  to  'adopt*  the  boundary 
reconmtended  by  hia  Hajeaty  as  being  *  aiutable*  between 
the  dominiont  of  hii  Britanmc  Majesty  and  the  United 
States. 

"Betohedt  That  the  Senate  adviae  the  President  to  open 
a  new  negotiation  with  bis  Britannic  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment for  Qie  ascertunment  of  the  boundary  between  the 
possesriona  of  the  Uiuted  States  and  those  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  Northeastern  frontier." 

Hr.  CLAYTON  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 
Altd  being  taken  on  striking  out,  it  was  determined  in  the 
aiBrmative — yeas  35,  nays  8,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cham- 
bera, Clay,  C)a]rton,  Dickerson,  Eilis,  Foot,  Frelinghuy- 
aen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kane,  King,  Knight, 
Ibiwum,  Marcy,  Moore,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Prentiaa, 
Robbina,  Robinson,  Rugi^es,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Toffllinaoli,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkina.— ^5. 

NAYS.-^-Messrs.  Bibb,  Dudley,  Forayth,  MiUer,  Tue~ 
well,  Tipton,  Tyler,  White — 8. 

The  question  then  recturinK  on  inseting  the  pn^Msed 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 

Hw  Senate  Si^oumed. 

TauBaDAT,  Jmnt  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
repented  by  the  Committee  ou  For«^  Relations  on  the 
suoject  of  the  Northeastern  boundary,  together  wl^  the 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  HAiraoH. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  EWING  to  amend  the  pro- 
posed amendment  by  striking  out  the  words,  "That  the 
Senate  advise  the  President  to  communicate  to  his  Majes- 
ty the  Ring  of  the  Netherlands  that  the  United  States  de- 
cline to  *  adopt'  the  boundary  recommended  by  his  Ma- 
jesty as  bein^  •  suitable'  between  the  dominions  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  StateS{"  and,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  Iiuert,  **  Hist  tiie  Senate  do  not  adviae  a  sub- 
misrion  to  the  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netheriands,  or 
consent  to  the  execution  thereof.'* 

And  It  was  detemuned  in  the  negative — yeas  nays 
23,  as  follows; 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Frelin^huysen,  Hayiie,  Johnston,  Knight, 
Millo',  Moore,  Naudain,  Prentbs,  Robbina,  Seymour,  Sils- 
bce,  Tomlinson,  Webster.-^. 

NATS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  ItaHaa,  Dickerson, 
Elfia,  Omndy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmea,  Kane,  King,  Man- 
gum,  Marcy,  Robinson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tip- 
ton, Troup,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  White,  Wilkins.— 23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  that  the  original  resolution 
Ue  on  the  table, 

It  WHS  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  33,  as 
follows; 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Clay,  Clayton,  Foot.  Johnston, 
KiughtfMiUBr.Prentiaai,  Silsbee,  Tomlinson,  Webster.— 11. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  ChMnbera, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Kwing.  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen, 
Onindy,  Hayne,  Hendrickii,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kane,  Kii^, 


Mangum,  Marcy,  Moore,  Naudain,  Bobbins^  Bobinaon, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Uptoo.  Troup, 
Tyler,  Waggmman,  White,  Wilkins.— 33. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

To  amend  the  proposed  amendmant  by  striking-  out  the 
first  clause  thereof,  and  inserting  the  following: 

*'Yhat,  having  respectfully  considered  the  mesngc  of 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  Sutes,  of  December  7, 1851, 
transmitting  the  opinion  of  the  King  of  the  NetherUodi, 
in  relation  to  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
States,fer  theeonndentionof  the  Senate,  whether  it  will 
advise  a  submission  to  that  opiiuon,  and  consent  to  its  exe- 
cution, the  Senate  is  not  of  camion  tiiatthb  iaacasein  whidi 
the  Senate  is  called  on  to  express  any  vpiaioa,  or  gin  any 
advice  to  the  Prendent:" 

It  was  deterorined  in  the  negative—yeM  17,  najt  36,  as 
fbllowa: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  CUy,  Chyton,  Foot,  Freling- 
huysen, Hayne,  Johnston,  Kn^t,  Motwe,  Naudain,  Pren- 
tiss, RobbiDR,  Sqrmoiir,  Silabee,  TOi^nson,  Waggaman, 
Webater.— 17. 

I4AY6.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Cliambcn» 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Kane,  King,  Mai^m,  Man^,  Miller,  Bobinson, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White. 
Willdns.— 26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON, 

To  amend  the  proposed  amendment  by  inaertu^,  at 
the  end  of  tiie  first  clause  thereof,  the  fo1k>wir^  wonda: 
"Because,  In  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  has  not  decided  the  question  subnUtted  tohvi, 
touching  the  Northern  and  Noiwsstem  boundary  of  the 
United  States:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  34,  nays  14. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  CbamberB,Clay,Clayton,Ewi)^iFo()t, 
Frdh^lhuysen,  G^ndy,  Uendricks,  HUl,  Hcdmes,  Kan^ 
Mangum,  Marcy,  Naudun,  P<Mndexter,  Robbina^  JUAin- 
won,  Seymour,  SiMwe,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tnmlininii, 
Webater,  Wilkins.— 34. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  IMekei^ 
son,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston,  Kii^*  Miller,  Moote,  Tsxe- 
well,  Tyler,  White.— 14, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAHBEItS, 

Tlw  proposed  amendment  was  further  amended,  br 
striking  out  the  wonh,  **Us  Majesty  the  King  of  ^ 
Netheriands,"  where  tii^fltstoceur,  andtnsarting,  infieii 
thereof,  "the  British  Govemmentt"  and  by  biserting  is 
the  4th  line,  after  "his  Majes^,"  ttie  words  *'tfte  Kuf 
of  the  Netherlands." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  to  poi^Mne  the  tcsohitioK 
indefinitely, 

It  was  determined  intlie  negative — yeas  16,  nays  25. 

YEAS — Measra.  Bell,  Clay,  Clayton,  Foot,  Uayw. 
Johnston,  Knigb^  Miller,  Moore,  Naudun,  Poindextcr, 
RobWns,  ^Isbee,  Tomlinson,  Wsggaman,  Webster.— 16- 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chambers,  Dal- 
las, Dickerson,  ElUa,  Ewing,  FTehnghnyaen,  foundt, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmea,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Mst^. 
Robinson,  Smith,  Spn^cv  l^zewcll,  Tipton,  Tfiet, 
White,  Wilkina.— 35. 

A  div-inon  xnl  the  question  on  tiie  propoaed  amendmest 
liaving  been  called  fM*, 

The  question  was  taken  on  inserting  the  first  clause  dT 
the  amendment,  amended  as  follows: 

"  That  the  Senate  advise  the  Frendent  to  cfMamuincate 
to  the  British  Government  that  the  United  Statea  declu« 
to  'adopt*  the  boundary  recommended  by  hb  Majetfr 
the  King  of  the  NeUieriands  as  bein^  '  suit^le'  betim-!' 
the  dominions  of  his  Britannic  Majehty  and  the  XJntei 
Statest  because,  in  the  opiiuon  of  the  Senate,  tlw  Ki«i<^ 
the  Netherlands  has  not  deeidedtbe  question  subnuttcd  tv 
him  touching  the  Northern  and  Noctheastcm  benaJan 
the  United  Stales." 
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Executive  FraeteiSi^ 


[Sbhats* 


It  was  determined  in  the  affimutive— ^eu  31,  ntyt  20 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Brnton,  Brown,  Cliambcra,C]By,  Dal- 
19,  Diclcersun,  Ellis,  FreliuglmyBen,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
lill.  Holmes,  K^ne,  VLtng,  Man^m,  Harcy,  Robinson, 
mitU,  Sprague,  Tii^n,  Wilkius.— 21. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Clayton,  Ewin|r,  Foot, 
layne,  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Nsudain,  Foin- 
-cxter,  'tubbins,  Seymour,  Tazewell,  Tomlinsoii,  Tyler, 
VaggHinan,  Webster,  White.— 20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WAGGAHAN, 

The  Seiute  adjoumed. 

Satcrd^t,  Jcsm  23. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
cported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  the 
ubject  of  the  Northeastern  bouncb^,  together  with  the 
.roendment  proposed  thereto;  the  second  member  thereof 
leing  under  consideration] 

Un  motion  of  Mr.  GBUl^DY, 

1'hc  amendment  was  amended  by  inierting  at  the  end 
hereof,  "of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPRAGUE. 

Tlie  amendment  was  further  amended  by  inserting  at  the 
:Iosc  thereof,  "  according  to  the  treaty  c»  peace  ari783." 

On  the  question  to  insert  the  fbllowii^  member  of  the 
iroposed  amendment: 

**  That  the  Senate  sdvise  the  President  to  open  a  new 
legotiation  with  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  for 
lie  ucertainment  ofthe  boundary  between  the  possessions 
>f  tlie  United  States  and  those  of  the  King  of  GreatBri- 
ain,  on  the  Northeutem  fVontier  of  the  United  States, 
iccordingto  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  26,  nays  16. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  Dallss,  Dicker- 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Gnindyt  Hendrick^  HtU,  Holmes, 
iane,  King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Ho(H-e,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White, 
tVllkins.— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clayton,Ewing. 
i^oot,  FrcUng^ysen,  Hayne,  Jt^nstMi,  Milter,  Nandun, 
:*oindexter,  Bobbing  Seymour,  Tomlinson,  Webster.— 16, 

The  question  recurring  on  the  originid  reiidution,  as 

unc  tided, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  MOORE  to  postpone  the 
lame  indefinitely;  and 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  29. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Cky,  Clsyton,  Foot,  Freling- 
iti;|'sen,  Hayne.  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Poiiidexter,  Prentiss,  Siltbce,  TomUnson,  Wcb8ter.~16. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Cbimbers,  Dal- 
as,  Uickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Ewing,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Holmes,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Harcy,  Bobbins, 
iobiitson,  Rubles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Spragu^  TwMwdl, 
I'iplon,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkini.— 29. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER, 

To  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  after  "  Resolv- 
iA,"  the  words  "two-thirds  of  the  Sraators  present  con- 
curring. 

It  «as  detemuned  in  the  neg^ve— yeu  11,  nays  30. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Cliqr,  Clayton,  Eviog,  Foot, 
Krelinghuysen,  H'dler.  Naudain,  BobbiM:  TanUnson, 
Webster.— 11. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Chambers,  Dallas, 
Dickenon,  Dudley,  Elhs,  Grundy.  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Uill,  Uohne^  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Mangum, 
Uarcy,  Moore,  Pmndexter.  Robinson,  Rilggles,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Tuewell,  Tipton.  Troup,  Tyler,  White.  Wil- 
bni — 30. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  reported  by 
the  committee,  as  amended, 

A  divinon  of  the  question  was  called  fort  ud  beiny 
taken  on  agreung-  to  the  fint  member,  «s  folkHTs: 


"Betohed,  Thatthe  Senate  advise  the  Presdent  to  com- 
municate to  the  British  Government  that  the  United  States 
decline  to  adopt  the  boundary  recomntended  by  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  the  Netherlands  as  being  *  suitable'  be- 
tween the  dominions  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  those  of 
the  United  States ;  because,  in  the  opinion  of  me  Senate,  the 
King  of  the  Netheriands  has  not  dedded^qneition  sub- 
mitted to  him,  touching  the  Northern  and  Northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States:** 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  30. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Dickerson,  Elfi^  Grundy,  Hendricks 
Hill,  Holmes,  Kane,  Marcy,  Moore,  Robinson,  Ruggki^ 
Sprague,  Tipton,  Troup. — 14. 

NAYS  Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown.  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewing.  Foot;  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Hayne,  Johnston,  King.  Knight,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Robbing  Seymour, 
Smith,  Tazewell.  TomUnson.  Tyler,  WdMtcr,  White, 
Wilkins.— 30. 

So  the  6nt  member  was  rejected. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  member,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Setolved,  That  the  Senate  advise  the  President  to 
open  a  new  negotiation  with  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, for  uie  aacerfaunment  of  the  boundary  between 
the  poesesrions  of  the  Uidted  State*  and  tiuwe  d  die  King 
of  Great  Britain,  on  the  Northeastern  fronder  of  the  Uut- 
ed  States,  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783:" 
It  was  determinedin  the  afBrmative— yeas  23,  nays  22. 
YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dallas,  Dickerson. 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hendrick^  Hill.  H<dntc%  Kanc^ 
Kng,  Mangum,  Uarcy,  Robinson,  RugElea,Snu^8ptigii^ 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  White.  Wilkins.— 23. 

NAYS— Mesttt.  Bell.  Bibb,  Chambers,  CUy,  Cla^on, 
Ewing.  Foot,  Frelina^uysen,  Hayne.  Johostcm,  Knisti^ 
Miller.  Moore,  NaudUn,  Poindexter.  Prentia^  Bobbma, 
Seymour.  Silsbee,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster.^3. 
So  the  second  member  was  agreed  to. 
Ordertdt  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  rcaahitkn  before 
the  Preudeot  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  nibmittcd  the  fUbinng  rnolutMmi 
which  was  eontfdered  by  unanimout  ooMent: 

Setoked,  That  the  Senate  do  not  advise  a  subimssion  to 
the  opinion  of  the  sovereign  arbiter,  in  relation  to  our 
Northern  and  Eastern  hounidary.  and  do  not  consent  to 
its  execution. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BIBB  to  amend  the  same, 
by  striUng  out  all  after  the  word  '*  Residved,"  and  in- 
serting «  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Ae  Scn^  good  £uth 
and  sound  pdin  reoiure  the  ezeeation  of  like  awardraade 
by  the  King  of  the  Nettieriandi,  between  the  GovcmoMnt 
of  the  United  Sutes  and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain.** 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8,  nays  34. 

YEAS  Messrs.  Bibb,  DaUas,  Dudley,  Hayne,  Miilw. 

Tazewell.  l>ler.  White — 8.  ^ 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cbambet^  Clay.Clay. 
ton,  Dickerson,  EUis,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelingbuysen,  Grun- 
dy, Hendriok^  Hill,  UoLnea^  Johnstm,  Kane,  Sing, 
Muupim.  Harcy,  Motne,  Nandun.  Ftamiaia,  BobbiUb 
Bobuison,  Riwgles  Seymour,  8iU>ec,  Smi^  Spngu^ 
Tipton,  Tomhnaon,  Troup,  Webster,  Wilfeini.— ^ 

A  fiuther  amendment  oni^ng  been  prepowd  bj  Mr. 
MANGUM, 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  wttfadraw  theivHhilioa. 


TvBSDAT,  Jim  36. 

The  following  motion,  subnntled  by  Mr.  HOLMES,  «M 

conndered: 

Reaohed,  That  the  injunction  of  seerec^  be  remored 
from  the  journal,  proceedings  and  d^NAei  of  the  Senate 
in  relation  to  the  Northeaitem  beudaiy  of  the  United 
States. 
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shoult)  be  conaulted  both  before  snd  after  dw  fonutton 
of  a  treaty,  irso,  do  they  nift  act  in  both  cases  under  the 
same  requisition,  and  by  Uie  iame  proportional  numbm ' 
Would  It  not  be  prepowteroua  that  the  Senate,  by  a  nu- 


TvUSaTi  JVLT  10. 

Od  Diotion  of  Mr.  HOLMES, 

The  Senate  returned  the  coniideratimi  of  his  motion  of 

the  56th  of  June,  to  remove  the  injunetion  of  secrecy  ...     u    u  j  •■  i.-      r    •      ;i  i._ 

ftom  the  journal,  proceedings  and  d^batea  of  the  Senate  i?^^y'  "hould  adviK  the  mak'n.g;  of«  compact,  *ndwh«. 
in  relation  to  the  Ncatheartem  boundaiy  of  the  Umted  the  »me  is  eubseqviently  Mbmittcd  fo^  their^  appror^rt 
Stitea. 

On  the  qaestitm  to  agree  thereto, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  28,  nays  17. 

Y^AS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Buekner,  Clay, 
Clavtoi^  Dickerson,  ElUi,  Ewing,  Foo^  Gruodyi  Hayne, 
Holmes,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  Moore, 
Nutdaim  Foinidexter,  Bobinaon,  SUsbee,  Sprsgue,  Tom- 
linton,  Tronp,  Wagganan,  Wtlkins. — 28. 

NATS-— Hesira.  Brown,  Chambers,  Dallas,  Dudley, 
Hendricki,  Johnston,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Webster, 
White  17. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[The  injunction  of  secrecy  having  been  removed  from 
the  debates,  as  well  aa  the  proceedingB  on  the  above  sub- 
ject, the  remarks  which  follow  were  reported  and  furnish- 
ed nr  publication  by  the  respective  apeakera.] 

The  foDoiring  retolntion,  Tcported  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Reuttons,  being  under  consideration  on  the 
9d  of  June: 

JUtohed,  That  the  Senate  advise  the  President  to  ex- 
press to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  the  as- 
sent of  the  United  States  to  the  determination  made  by 
bhn,  and  consent  to  the  execution  of  the  same — 

Mr.  SPBAGUE  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  Prendent:  Notwithstandiiw  the  lighta  and  the  inte- 
reata  vt  Miine  are  so  deeply  involved,  and  my  own  solici- 
tude it  BO  intensely  excitea  upon  this  subject,  I  shall,  ne- 
vettheleai,  yield  to  the  admoiutiona  to  brevity  which  are 
presented  by  the  period  of  the  sesstim,  and  the  hour  of 
the  day.  Suppressing  a  strong  desire  thoroughly  to  im- 
prove the  whole  wide  field  of  discuasion,  1  shafl  compress 
my  remarks,  even  upon  the'  ttqiica  iDtrodueed  by  the 
report  of  the  Commtttee  on  P<v«gn  Belation^  and  the 
apeech  of  ita  ohairman.  And  1  do  thia  the  more  cheer- 
fully, isnce  I  have,  heretoAnre,  finlly  availed  myself  of 
oppniunKies  to  communicate  my  viewi  and  arguments  in 
detail  to  the  individual  members  of  the  Senate.  The  im- 
mediate question  is,  shall  a  majority  of  two-thirds  be  re- 
quired to  pass  the  advisory  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee^  The  Prendent  has  asked  our  advice  upon 
the  qneation  of  subnuaaion  to  the  ojHtuon  of  the  arbiter. 
fl/fbj  did  he  come  to  thia  body  ?  Only  because  we,  by  the 
^eonatttution,  are  his  advisers  in  relation  to  the  formation 
of  cwipacta  with  foreign  nations^  and  as  such  treaty- 
making  power,  acting  by  m  majority  of  two-tliirds.  Inany 
oUier  character  or  capaci^  he  might  as  well  demand  the 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives,  or  any  otiier  ag- 
gregation of  individuals.  If,  then,  we  are  to  respond 
aa  a  part  the  treatr-makiog  power,  must  we  not 
do  it  ^the  requtaite  conatitutioaal  mi^wi^F  The  ho- 
norable and  able  member  fimn  Vil^nia  [Mr.  Tasx- 
wiu]  tells  v»  that,  when  the  conjoint  action  of  the  other 
Houae  was  reqid^te,  as  in  le|pslation,  a  mere  majori^  of 
the  Senate  only  was  necessary;  but  when  acting  without 
the  check  of  the  other  branch,  the  majority  of  two-thirds 
was  substituted  as  a  restraint  upon  ourselves.  He  had  re- 
ference, I  presume,  not  to  Executive  nomination*  to  office, 
but  to  all  o|nniooa  in  relation  to  our  forugn  intercourse. 
Upon  lui  own  prindples,  thai,  riiould  not  two4hirds  be 

now  required  in  refierence  to  a  public  treaty,  when  there  arlnter,  from  inability  or  disinclination,  makes  no  dcctxm, 
ia  to  be  no  concurrence  of  the  other  House—no  check  or  but  gratuitously  assumes  the  ofRce  of  an  adviser, 
restraint  by  tliem  upon  the  action  of  the  Senate  ?  which  he  was  never  invested,  and  Toluntcvrs  a  recofnmci^ 

The  gentlenum  also  declarea  his  (^nnion  that  tlie  spirit  dation  upon  a  stibjeet  in  relation  to  which  his  opinion  a  is 
and  deaifn  of  the  conatiUition  demand  that  the  Setu^  ^  never  asked,  surely  the  parting  if  tliey  do  not  rtrpel  the 


should  be  rejected  for  the  want  of  two-thirds — the  : 
members  voting  in  the  same  manner,  without  the  change 
of  a  yea  or  a  nay  >  What  a  diigointed  spectacle  of  iacon- 
gruity  would  that  present  to  foreign  natiom! 

The  Senator  adverted  to  the  eariy  practice  of  the  Exe- 
cutive in  the  halcyon  daysoftlte  first  President,  but  it  did 
not  show  a  single'precedent  of  a  resolution  of  advice  by  a 
simple  majority)  while  my  colleague  cited  yesterday  tvo 
instances  of  such  action  by  the  requisite  two-third»,  and  I 
now  add  another,  on  the  30th  of  January,  179?,  in  reU- 
tion  to  an  increase  of  anmii^totbe  Seneca  tribe  ofln- 
dians.  Principle  and  precedent,  therefbre.  both  demand 
that  the  proposed  amendment  should  be  adopted. 

The  chwrman  of  the  committee  (Mr.  TAaawau.]  says 
that  his  first  opinion  was  that  the  Senate  had  no  power  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  but  that  tht  reference  of  the  reso- 
lutions which  I  bad  the  honor  to  introduce  conferred  au- 
thority to  give  an  advisory  opinion.  Although  such  a  con- 
sequence could  not  have  been  anticipated  by  any  one,  and 
few  poness  ingenuity  enough  to  deduce  it;  yet,  had  it 
been  foreseen,  so  far  from  constituting  an  objection,  % 
would,  in  the  state  of  the  question  and  opinions  of  the  Se- 
nate as  then  existing,  have  presented  an  additional  induce- 
ment  to  their  introduction,  as  the  most  probable  means  of 
preventing  a  catastrophe  which  I  deprecate — the  accept- 
ance of,  and  submission  to,  this  miscalled  award. 

How  the  offering  a  resolution,  not  adopted,  but  refer- 
red to  a  comnuttee  for  inquiry,  duiuld  give  to  the  Senate 
jurisdiction  on  aaubjectnot  otherwise  within  the  acopeof 
Its  le^timate  powers,  ta  not  easily  comprehended.  Can 
the  Senate,  b^  such  a  process,  by  wmply  ramng-  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiTy,  extend  its  powers,  and  bring  every  thmg 
within  tlie  range  of  its  constitutional  action  > 

But  1  hasten  directly  to  the  paramount  question.  Is  tliis 
award  or  opinion  binding  upon  the  United  Stmtes*  And  is 
their  fiuth  plighted  to  adopt  the  boundary  therein  de^g- 
nated?  And  here  I  cannot  withhold  my  cordial  thanks  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  for  the  able  and 
convincing*  argument  which  be  yesterday  addressed  to  dw 
Senate,  against  tiie  acceptance  of  this  award,  arid  in  de^ 
fence  of  the  rights,  the  soil,  and  the  cit  izens  of  Mwnc. 

The  objection  ariung  from  the  essential  changes  in  the 
sovereign  character  of  the  arbiter — tlie  disruption  and  1d» 
of  more  dian  half  of  his  empire,  being-  thrown  by  politicid 
convubiona  a  dependent  upon  Great  Britain,  not  only  [or 
the  demarcation  of  the  boundaries  of  his  own  kingdoat, 
but  even  for  tiie  preservation  of  the  remitant  of  his  poirtr, 
baa  been,  together  with  other  topics,  so  ably  discussed 
him,  that  1  may  well,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  abstsia 
from  attempting  to  strengthen  the  imprtrssion  which  he 
has  produced.  Butthere  is  one  point — and  that  the  pnn. 
cipal,  leading,  decisive  objection — ^to  which  I  ^1  mtself 
bound  to  solicit  your  further  and  indulgent  attentionr  h 
is,  that  there  has  been  no  decinon  of  the  questimi  refer- 
red; the  award,  if  auchitiatobe  called — tbe  advice,  is  not 
within  the  subnuauon. 

That  this,  if  found  to  lie  true,  would  exonerate  the 
United  States  from  all  obli^tion  of  submission,  must  W 
unireiBally  conceded.  No  mdependent  nation  can  be  re- 
quired to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  any  aorcici|^  ex- 
cept ao  far  aa  bound  by  compact;  and  if  it  be  agreed  to 
submit  to  arbitrament  a  distinct  specific  question,  and  lb: 
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tuumption  u  offensire,  may  well  dedtne  receiving  it  as 
(bligatory.  ' 

la  the  avard  within  the  terms  or  meaiung  of  the  aub- 
oisaion }  No  one  haa  vet  inriated  that  it  is.  But,  on  the 
ontru-y,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
ions,  in  effect,  concedes  that  it  ia  not.  Declining  to  dis- 
1USS  the  question  distinctly,  the  committee  aay  that  they 
j-e  aware  that  there  are  many  reasons  which,  to  the  minds 
>r our  own  citiiena,  at  least,  may  appear  strong  to  induce 
he  opinion  that  it  is  no  decinon,  and  may  therefore  be 
egitimately  disregarded.  And  again,  toward  the  condu- 
ion,  they  remarjc:  *■  Although  it  may,  pertups,  be  tmly 
aid  that  the  United  States  are  not  bmuid  by  thia  awar^ 
■s  such,  yet  it  will  be  considered  by  all  the  civiuzed  world," 
ic.  Sec. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  bis  speech  yester- 
lay,  did  not  undertake  to  say  directly  that  there  had  been 
ny  decision  of  the  matter  referred;  but,  following  the 
rack  of  the  report,  rather  conceded  that  there  had  not — 
misting,  however,  that  we  ou(^  to  acquiesce  from  mo- 
ives  of  public  policy,  and  to  etmcilwte  the  fiitvon^le 
i[Hnion  or  other  nations. 

Sir,  it  La  suvceptible  of  demonstration  that  there  has 
leen  no  decision  of  the  question  referred.  The  arbitra- 
neiit  was  more  immediately  governed  by  the  conventinn 
yf  1827,  made  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
ain,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  executing  the  fifth  article  of 
he  treaty  of  Ghent,  which  article  was  dewgned  merely  to 
»rry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  by  ascertun- 
iig  where  upon  the  surfiice  of  the  earth  was  that  point  of 
he  highlands,  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix 
iver,  designated  in  that  ori^pnal  treaty  as  the  northwest 
ingle  of  Mova  Scotia;  and  by  surveying  and  marking  two 
ines  from  that  point,  to  fixed  monuments.  To  beg^n  at 
he  fountain,  then,  we  must  recur  to  the  description  of 
Kiundary  in  the  original  treaty  which  acknowledges  the 
independence  of  the  United  States.  Its  language,  so  tkr 
a  pertinent  to  the  present  investigation,  is: 

"The  following  are,  and  shall  be,  their  (the  United 
States)  botmdaries,  viz.  From  the  northwest  angle  of 
\'ova  Scotia,  viz.  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line 
Irawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river 
o  the  highlands;  along  the  said  higfilands  which  divide 
hose  rivers  that  empty  themaelvea  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
"ence  fhim  those  which  M  into  the  Attantic  Ocean,  to  the 
lorthwestemmost  head  of  Connecticut  riveri  •  •  • 
:ast,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
It.  Croix,  from  its  mouth,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  its 
lource;  and  from  its  source,  directiy  north,  to  the  afore- 
aid  bigtilands,  which  (tivtde  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the 
Vtlantic  Ocean  from  those  that  bll  into  the  river  St. 
Uwrence." 

The  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river  was  aacertained  in  the 
rear  1798,  and  has  ever  since  been  designated  by  a  mo- 
mment,  then  established  and  marked  by  the  mutual  agree- 
nent  of  both  nations. 

From  that  spot  the  boundary  was  to  be  '*  due  north ;" 
ind  the  only  question  which  could  arise  was,  where  is 
he  termination  of  that  north  line  ^  Which  point  bnng 
iscertained,  all  that  would  remain  was  the  mere  mecha- 
nical and  matliematical  process  of  surveying  and  marking 
inea  between  fixed  monuments.  The  location  of  that 
;KHnt  is  described  and  defined,  with  the  utmost  clearness 
ind  preomon,  in  the  trea^  of  1783.  It  ia  at  "  the  high- 
andsj"  the  due  north  line  is  to  be  drawn  "  to  the  high- 
ands,"  and  there  stop.  And  of  that  ttrminm  ia  the  north- 
vest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  thence  another  line  was 
a  be  drawn  along  those  highlands  to  the  northwestem- 
nost  head  of  Connecticut  river. 

Now  what  question  does  the  treaty  of  Ghent  mention 
>r  suppose  to  exists   What  was  to  be  ascertained? 

The  fifth  article  states  it  with  great  perspicuity: 

"Whereas  tieitiier  tint  point  of  the  highlands  lying 


due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river  St.  CrcHX,  and  de- 
signated in  the  former  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two 
Powers  as  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor,  &c. 
'  '  *  has  yet  been  aseertainedt  and 

whereaa  that  part  of  the  boundary  line  •  •  • 
from  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Crcnx,  directly  north,  to 
the  abovementioned  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
thence  along  the  said  highlands  which  divide,  Sccficc,  haa 
not  yet  been  surveyed." 

Therefore  provinon  is  made  for  ascertaining  that  single 
point  and  aurveying  those  lines,  by  commisrioners.  They 
were  appointed  accor^nglyt  but,  Offering  in  opinion, 
made  their  several  reports  to  th«r  respective  Govern- 
ments. Pursuant tothe  fifth  article  in  tiie  trea^  of  Ghen^ 
a  reference  to  an  arbiter  then  became  necessary,  and  the 
convention  of  1827  succeeded,  regiilating  and  defining 
the  manner  of  executing  thia  requisition.  The  first  arti- 
cle provided  that  the  points  ot  difference  which  had 
arisen  should  be  submitted  to  an  arbiter,  to  decide  on  such 
plants  of  difference,  in  accordance  to  thetrea^  of  CHien^ 
and  that  the  parties  should  make  their  several  uid  separate 
statements  of  the  case  to  be  laid  before  the  arbiter.  This 
was  done,  and  there  was  no  discrepancy  between  them 
as  to  the  matters  in  dispute  which  had  arisen,  and  upon 
which  a  deci«on  was  required.  The  American  statement 
presents  the  point  in  difference,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
present  controver^,  thus: 

"  Ist.  The  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the 
boundary  line  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  ex- 
tending  from  that  angle,  along  certun  hi^landi^  to  the 
northwestemmost  head  of  Connectieut  river." 

And  in  the  British  statement  it  is  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing language: 

**  1st.  The  pai-ties  differ  reapectiilg  the  point  designat- 
ed in  the  treaties  as  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotiat 
and  respecting  tite  higlilands  idong  which  the  line  of 
boundary  is  to  be  carried,  which  is  destined  to  ^vide  the 
rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  lAwrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean." 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  question  to  be  decided,  clear- 
ly, distinctly,  and  unequivocally  defined  and  described 
by  both  parties,  in  the  official  sutements  upon  which,  by 
the  express  provisions  of  the  treaty,  the  a«rard  was  to  be 
rendered. 

Where  if  the  northwest  ang^e  of  Nova  Scotiaf  Hai 
that  questitm  been  answered  by  the  award?  So  fiir  from 
it,  that  the  arhiter  not  only  does  not  profess  to  detemune, 
but  uneqitivocally  declines  it. 

After  some  reasoning  upon  the  subject,  he  says — 

"Consequently  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
here  alluded  to,  having  been  unknown  in  1783,  is  to  be 
con«dered  as  a  petition  of  principle,  (petition  de  pm- 
eipe,)  affording  no  basis  for  a  decision,"  &c.  Sec. 

The  inquiry  respecting  tliat  angle  has  with  him  no  bans 
of  a  decision,  althougli  uiat  was  the  precise  question  pro- 
pounded. And  subsequently  he  says  that  be  conwdera 
the  question  "diveatea  of  tiie  inconclusive  argumenta 
drawn  from  the  nature,  more  or  less  hilly,  of  the  ground, 
from  the  ancient  delimitation  of  the  provinces,  from  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  and,"  be.  &c. 

In  conclusion,  he  declares  tliat  "  the  arguments  adduced 
on  either  nde,  and  the  documents  exhibited  in  respect  of 
them,  cannot  be  conndered  as  sufficiently  preponderating 
to  determine  a  preference  in  fiivor  of  one  of  the  two  lines 
respectively  claimed  by  the  high  interested  parties  as  the 
boundaries  of  their  possessions,  from  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  to  the  northwestemmost  head  of  Connec- 
ticut river;  and  that  the  nature  of  the  difference,  and  die 
vague  and  not  suffioently  determinate  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  do  not  permit  to  adjudge  eitiier  of  those 
linea  to  one  of  the  said  parties,  without  wounding  the 
principles  of  law  and  equity  with  regard  to  the  other.** 

And  he  therefore  tenders  the  following  advisory  opi> 
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iiton:  "That  it  shall  be  suitable  (i7  eonveniendra)  to 
itdoptu  the  bnundaty  of  the  two  States,  a  line  drawn  due 
north  Avm  the  source  the  river  St.  Croix  to  tlie  point 
where  it  intersects  the  middle  of  the  tholweg*  of  the 
river  9t.  John;  thence,  the  middle  of  the  tholweg  of  that 
river,  ascending  it  to  the  point  where  the  river  St.  Francus 
empties  itself  into  the  river  St.  John;  thence,  the  middle 
of  the  tholwr|^  of  the  river  St.  Francis,  ascendinf^  it,  to 
the  source  of  its  southwestemmott  branch,  which  source 
we  indicate  on  the  map  A  by  the  letter  X,  autiienticated 
by  the  s:gnature  of  our  Minister  of  Foreign  AfTairs;  thence, 
a  line  drawn  due  west,  to  the  point  where  it  unites  witli 
the  line  claimed  by  the  United  States  of  America,  and  de- 
lineated on  the  map  A;  thence,  said  line,  to  tlie  point  at 
which,  according  to  said  map,  it  coincides  with  that  claim- 
ed by  Great  Britvnj  and  thence,"  &c. 

I  insist,  therefore,  that  the  arbiter  did  not  Intend  or 
profess  to  decide  the  questions  submittefl,  but,  puttinif 
them  entirely  aside,  proceeds  to  recommend  the  aubstitu- 
tion  of  a  new  description  of  boundary.  The  language 
is — "It  will  be  suitable  {il  eonvenitndrd)  (convenient) 
"  to  adopt"  or  accept,  as  the  boundary,"  &c. 

"But  even  if  he  haid  designed  this  to  be  a  determination 
within  the  submis^on,  it  is  nevertheless  palpable  that  it  is 
not.  The  interrogatory  was,  where,  according  to  the 
treaty  of  1783,  is  the  nortiiwestem  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  the  line  thence  along  the  highlands*  That  an^e  of 
KovaScotiais  described  and  defined  by  the  treaty  of  1783, 
and  a^in  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  be  on  the  highlands, 
and  at  the  termination  of  a  due  north  line  from  the  source 
of  the  St  Croix.  Where  does  the  arbiter  make  that  line 
terminated  In  the  centre  of  the  St.  John's  river!  and 
there  must  be  his  highlands,  if  he  designed  to  locate  that 
anf[le.  But  the, absurdity  does  not  cease  here.  After 
striking  tlie  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  only  line  to  be 
drawn  by  the  treaty  is  "along  the  highlands" — but  the 
course  of  tbe  arbiter  is  along  the  deepest  channel  of  the 
river  St.  John,  by  all  its  meanderings,  till  he  reaches  a 
branch  called  tlie  8t.  Francis,  which  he  ascc-nds  by  its 
deepest  cliannel  to  its  southwestemmost  ramification,  and 
thence  to  its  source.  And  upon  the  Itypothesis  that  he 
designed  to  decide  this  to  be  the  treaty  boundary,  he  must 
have  dechuwd  that  the  highlands  are  intiie  deepest  bf 
tiie  waters  of  the  rivers  St.  John  uid  St.  Francis!  But 
-there  is  yet'a  further  difficulty.  By  the  trtaty  there  can 
be  but  two  lines  of  boundary-— one  due  north,  and  the 
otiier  along  the  h'glilands — the  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
being  at  their  point  of  intersection.  The  (due)  ntsth 
course  of  the  King  of  the  Netlierlamls  ends  at  tlie  centre 
of  the  St.  John'^i  his  next  line  is  by  the  thread  of  that 
river  and  its  bnuiches,  sometimes  running  northwest* 
wardly,  sometimes  Boutbwestwurdly,  and  at  others  in  a 
different  direction  to  its  source:  but  where  then f  Tlie 
treaty  allows  only  a  north  eoursei  but  he  arbitrarily  di- 
rects it  to  be  due  west  to  the  lughlands,  and  thence  uong 
that  ridge. 

Now,  sir,  to  accuse  the  King  of  tlic  Netherlands  of  in< 
tending  to  impose  this  upon  ttie  United  States  as  the  true 
original  boundary,  would  be  doing  him  gross  injustice;  it 
involves  the  supposition  tiuit  he  could  be  guilty  of  a  fklse- 
hood.80  glaring  as  to  be  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of 
tlus  nation;  it  would  doom  him  to  the  inevitable  eondem- 
natimi  of  fatuity  or  corruption.  Sir,  there  is  no  man 
whose  intellect  rises  above  the  grade  of  idiocy,  who  can, 
after  a  due  comparison,  prono\lnce  that  the  delimitation 
described  by  the  arbiter  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  1783.  No  man  ever  has  said  so,  and  1 
venture  to  assert  tliat  no  one  ever  will.  Sir,  if  the  arbi- 
.  ter  h:id  profewcil  so  to  decide,  fraud  and  lalsebood  would 
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have  been  stamped  upon  th  e  front  of  his  award.  I  cbecr- 
fuliy  and  entirely  exonerate  him  from  all  such  charge. 
He  is  obnoxious  to  no  such  imputation.  Bo  fiu-  from  it, 
that  he  declares  that  he  does  not,  and  cannot  ascertain 
the  treaty  boundary,  but  recommends  a  substitute.  Tbe 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  do  not  contend  that  he 
has  decided  that  question,  and,  what  is  more,  the  BritiA 
Government  themselves  concede  that  he  has  not.  Thisii 
found  in  the  offidal  communication  of  tbe  dipkwstic 
agent,  Mr.  Bankhead,  made  to  our  Secretary  of  Slate  m 
tbe  20th  of  December  last,  urging  our  submisrion  to  Uk 
awani,  and  in  whicli  he  uses  the  following  laogua^: 

"Commissioners,  noce  tbe  treaty  of  1783,  have  found 
it  impossible  to  reconcile  the  description  of  boundazy 
contained  in  that  treaty  with  the  real  features  of  the  coun- 
try ascertained  bv  actual  survey;  and  the  hopelesaoea  of 
establishing  absolutely,  in  favor  of  either  p^rty,  the  pdiat 
which  has  thus,  since  tlw  year  1783,  been  tbe  sid>icct  of 
controversy  between  them,  has  now  received  a  new  con- 
firmation by  the  solemn  decluon  of  an  arbitr&tor  cioscn 
by  both  parties,  who  has  pronounced  it  to  be  incapable  of 
being  established  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  on- 
^nat  treaty,  that  treaty  having  been  drawn  up  in  ^no- 
rance  of  tbe  real  features  of  the  country  whlctk  it  profeioed 
to  describe.  Seeing,  then,  that  there  cannot  be  a  settle- 
matt  of  the  claims  of  either  parly  in  strict  acocvdaace 
with  the  treaty  of  1783,  what  course  would  rci&aui,  era 
if  the  choice  were  now  to  be  made,  but  that  which  was 
a^eed  upon  by  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
VIZ.  the  adjustment  of  the  differences  between  the  t«o 
Governments  by  means  of  an  arbitrator?  And  how  un- 
reasonable would  it  be  to  object  to  such  an  adjustment 
because  it  aimed  at  settling  by  comproniiae  d^erences 
pronounced  to  be  otherwise  iireconeiuble.'" 

The  efTors  inrolved  in  this  extract  I  may  perhaps  no- 
tice hereafter.  But  at  present  I  am  concemetl  only  to 
occupy  the  twQ  impregnable  and  conceded  pCMiti«ms:  Ift 
That  the  arbiter  has  not  decided  the  question  aubmiltcd. 
3d.  That  the  line  by  him  described  is  variant  from  the 
true  boundary  of  the  treaty.  These  being  known  and 
fundamental  trutlis  in  this  discussion,  upon  what  ground 
is  it  urged  that  we  should  acquiesce  in  the  award?  From 
ressons  of  public  policy,  and  a  regard  to  the  t^tinioD*  of 
the  foreign  world,  say  tlie  committee. 

But  before  you  act  from  considerations  of  expedkney, 
{lause  awhile  upon  your  constitutional  powers  and  obliga- 
tions. This  is  no  award — it  is  not  within  the  submimMi— 
it  is  not  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty— >it  is  not  in  execution 
of  its  provisions.  It  is  the  recommendation  of  a  new  de- 
limitation,  agunst  which  the  State  of  Maine  h»  solwDly 
protested. 

Sir,  it  is  not  within  tbe  constitutional  competency 
Government  to  assign  new  boundaries,  known  to  be  such, 
to  any  one  of  the  States,  whether  to  increase  or  diniti>"**fc 
the  quantum  of  its  territory.  The  extent  of  our  authoritv 
is  to  ascertain  and  define  their  true  original  extetwr  bmits. 
and  the  United  States  could  not,  and  have  not  attempted 
to  confer  upon  an  arbiter  any  power  to  prescribe  or  ad- 
vise the  institution  of  new  delimitations.  In  this  all  are 
.-igreed;  no  one  controverts  that  such  is  the  coostitutioaal 
limitation  of  our  autliority.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty  error  may  be  comoutted,  and  a 
portion  of  a  State  be  unknowingly  cut  off.  Itot  the  posa- 
bility  of  mistake,  in  the  honest  endeavor  to  determine  tbe 
truth,  does  not  authorize  tbe  wanton,  wilful  departure 
from  it  by  the  adoption  of  a  boundary,  known  andacknov- 
ledged  to  he  variant  from  the  ori^naL  We  say,  thov 
that  the  impassable  pndlibitions  or  the  coBstitutian  pre- 
sent an  insuperable  bsrrier  to  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  new 
lines  of  demarcation  recmunended  by  the  artnter,  wiAoui 
the  previous  consent  of  the  Slate  of  Maine.  This  abe  has 
never  yieldedt  but,  on  the  contrary,  entered  bersoleaB 
luotestation.  Here,  then*  we  mi^t  rest  upon  tbe  grocnd 
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of  irreustible  constitutional  right.  But«  neverthelesB, 
con»dentions  of  expediency  are  invoked.  Ahhou^  we 
may  convince  ouryelves,  say  the  committee,  yet  will  our 
trgumenta  tatisfjr  othen?  will  not  the  world  adjudge  us 
^ilty  of  avK^ation  of  our  national  faith? 

Let  us  look  this  ai^men^  in  the  face.  We  are  under 
no  obligations  to  submit  to  this  award}  but  we  are  cor.- 
straiiied  to  decline  it  by  the  solemn  provisions  of  the  fun- 
damental compact  of  Government.  Our  faith  is  pliglited 
to  the  State  ta  preserve  inviolate  the  integrity  of  iu  soil, 
andto  TtDdicate  the  sAoredneas  of  the  persons  of  its  inha- 
bitants. '  And  this  argument  of  pohcy  would  persuade  us 
to  aacrifice  our  duly  to  a  State,  m>m  an  apprenenuonthat 
other  nations  may,  through  ignorance.  belieTe  us  to  be 
faitbless!  to  incur  the  actual  guilt  of  perfidy,  for  fear  of 
the  mere  appearance  of  it  in  foreign  eyes.  But  even  that 
apprehension  is  without  foundation.  This  subject  will  be 
understood  by  the  European  world;  and  if  we  would  not 
»nk  in  their  estimation,  we  must  exhibit  that  intelligence 
which  is  tu>t  to  be  betrayed  by  sliallow  artifice,  and  that 
decision  and  enei^  which  repel  encroachment.  Great 
Britain  herself  will  more  hi^;hly  respect  a  refusal  than  our 
submisnon.  But  the  opiniotu  of  foreign  nations  ate  of 
comparatively  little  moment.  The  dan^rs  to  our  politi- 
cal fabric  are  from  within,  from  the  disaffection  of  the 
members  of  this  Union.  From  the  pressure  of  external 
force,  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend — it  will  but  compress 
and  coD8c4idate  our  Union — internal  disaffection  and  mu- 
tual repulaioi^are  the  fountuns  of  our  &uv.  Better  in- 
cur the  odium  of  the  world,  than  biinjf  home  to  Ae  coun- 
cils of  a  riiwle  member  of  this  Umon  a  well  founded 
conviction  or  violated  duty  and  broken  futh. 

Again,  we  are  asked,  if  we  reject  this  award,  how  is 
this  controversy  to  be  adjusted.'  And,  to  magnify  this 
difficult.  We  are  told  that  this  dispute  as  to  the  New  Eng- 
land boundary  reaches  far  back  into  the  early  lustory  of 
this  country,  even  to  the  period  when  France  and  Eng- 
land were  contending  for  the  eztcnnon  of  their  respective 
adjacent  provinces.  That  tlus  tUspate  Is  of  ancient  date, 
I  strenuously  controvert.  1  will  show  it  to  be  of  ve^  re- 
cent origin.  That  a  controversy  existed  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  when  the  latter  was  the  sovereign  of 
Canada,  [  readily  admit.  But  all  the  right  and  title  of  the 
latter  were  ced«l  to  Great  Britain  bv  the  treaty  of  Paris 
of  1763,  who,  having  thus  become  the  undisputed  sove- 
rei^  of  all  the  adjacent  provinces,  by  her  own  unques- 
tionable powers,  fixed  and  defined  their  boundaries  by 
the  royal  proclamation  of  October,  1763,  which  establish- 
ed the  Government  of  Quebec,  now  Lower  Canada.  This 
solemn  act  of  the  common  sovereign  terminated  forever 
all  pre-existing  disputes,  by  authoritatively  prescribing 
and  defining  the  divisional  lines  of  Hassaehusetts,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Canada.  The  demarcation  thus  established, 
was  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  act  ctf  PaiVament  of 
1779*  and  inserted  in  our  treaty  of  independence  of  1783. 
After  this  a  new  question  arose — which  of  several  rivers 
was  the  true  St.  Cnux^  This  was  definitively  setUed,  and 
the  monument  at  its  source  established.  In  1798,  by  com- 
missioners of  the  two  countries,  appointed  pursuant  to 
the  fMtnvention  of  1794,  wtuch  put  to  rest  all  then  ex- 
isting* doubts  as  to  the  true  location  of  our  Northeastern 
boundary.  No  question  or  ground  of  controversy  was 
fluppoaedtoremun.  It  would  ham  been  strange,  indeed, 
that  A  trea^  making  proviaton  for  a  commisBOn  to  termi- 
nate doubts  as  to  tut  boundary,  should  not  have  embrac- 
ed nil  e:ristiiig  conbwenies.  It  did  so:  and  the  commis- 
Moners  determuied  finally  and  condunvely  all  matters 
submitted.  This  is  historically  and  certainly  known. 
£Ten  the  report  of  tlie  Conunittee  on  Foreign  Relations 
mcknowledges  and  asserts  it,  dedaring  that  **  diis  decinon 
nettled  definitively  the  uneertMn  immmm  a  juothe  Nwth- 
em  boundary  of  the  Uiuted  States  waa  to  runi  and  as  no 
difTerence  tbcB  eusted  between  the  two  Powcnaa  to  the 


course  or  direction  of  this  line  of  botmdary,  *  the  tami- 
nut  ad  guem'  was  also  supposed  to  he  fixed." 

With  what  propriety  or  justice  are  those  old,  obsolete^ 
long  settled  questions  now  invoked  for  the  purpose  of 
aggravating  the  difficulty  of  the  present  controversy, 
with  which  they  have  no  connexion,  which  had  no  exist- 
ence until  long  afVer  they  liad  passed  away,  which  indeed 
has  becQ  brought  into  being  since  the  treaty  of  Ghent  of 
1814? 

What  is  the  precise  point  now  in  contestation?  It  is, 
where  are  "  the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  St  Lawrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  Atiantic  Ocean'"  The  treaty  of  inde- 
pendence established  the  boundary  to  be  a  line  due  north 
from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  those  highlands,  and 
thence,  along  that  elevation,  to  the  head  of  Connecticut 
river.  The  source  of  St.  Croix  having  been  definitively 
settled,  it  is  now  contested  where  are  these  liighhinds  of 
which  the  north  line  is  to  terminate,  and  along  which  the 
next  is  to  be  drawn. 

This,  1  repeat,  was  never  made  a  question,  until  subse- 
quent to  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  Up  tothattlm^,  even  after 
the  year  1763,  Uie  course  and  location  of  that  elevation  was 
as  well  known,  as  incontestably  established,  as  universal- 
ly acknowledged,  as  any  great  geographical  feature  of  the 
country — I  ought  say,  as  to  the  St.  Lawrence  river  Itself— 
and  no  other  range  or  tnct  bad  ever  been  so  claimed  or 
denominated. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  this  is  strong  and  confident  language; 
and  presents  the  recent  British  pretension  as  not  onl^  ut- 
terly baseless,  hut  of  consummate  effrontery.  Permit  me 
very  concisely  to  advert  to  some  irrefragable  proofs.  That 
range  of  highlands  is  first  introduced,  as  a  boundary,  in  the 
procUmation  ofl763,  establishing  the  province  ofQuebec, 
(Canada.)  The  southern  limit  being  descrlhedaa  follows: 
"  Crossing  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lake  Cham> 
plain  in  forty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude,  passes  along 
tile  highliuida  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the  said  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  sea,  and  also  along  the  north  coast  of  the  Bay 
des  Chaleurs." 

South  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  nearly  parallel 
thereto,  and  s*an  average  distance  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles,  is  a  range  of  broken  highlands,  extending 
from  the  source  of  the  Connecticut  river,  owtbeastwardly, 
toward  Cape  Rosieres,  from  wluch  are  turned,  on  the  one 
hand,  those  rivers  entering  Into  the  St.  Lawrence,  and,  on 
the  other,  those  which  fall  Into  tlie  Atlantic  Ocean,  viz. 
the  Androscoggin,  the  Kennebeck,  the  Penobscot,  the 
St.  John's,  and  the  Risti(^che.  And,  accompanying  this 
proclamation,  io  the  British  Annual  Register  of  the  same 
year,  is  an  original  map,  carefully  prepared  for  the  ex- 
press pur^Ktse  of  accurately  delineating  the  boundaries, 
and  in  which  the  higf^ands  are  prominenUy  bud  down  as 
then  and  rince  known  and  understood,  and  in  precise  ac- 
cordance  with  the  claim  of  the  United  States. 

Nor  is  this  all:  other  British  maps,  and  those  frequent 
and  numerous,  from  authentic  and  official  sources,  were 
compiled  and  published)  In  all  of  which,  without  one  ex- 
ception, the  higfilanda,  where  mentioned,  are  delineated 
aa  I  have  before  described,  in  exact  coincidence  with  our 
chlm;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  not  one  pruented  the 
now  pretended  rival  range  newly  created  south  of  the  St. 
John's. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  enumerate  the  titles  of  some  of  them 
now  in  my  hand,  and  to  which  I  invite  the  particular  cxar 
mination  of  every  Senator,  viz. 

1763. — A  new  map  of  the  British  donunions  in  North 
America,  with  the  limits  of  the  GovemmenU  uinexed 
thereto  by  the  late  trea^  of  peace,  and  settled  b^  pro- 
clamation, October  7th,  1763.— l^ignved  by  T.  Kitctun, 
geognq)her,  for  the  Annual  Register  of  1763. 

1769  A  new  and  accurate  map  of  the  British  doml- 
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nioiH  in  America,  according  to  the  treaty  of  1763,  divided 
into  the  aereni  provinces  «id  jiiriadictiona.  Frojected 
upon  the  beat  authoritiei  and  astronomical  obienrations,  by 
Thomas  Kitchin,  geographer.— Engraved  for  Knox's  His- 
tory of  the  war  in  America. 

1765.  ~A  map  of  North  America,  by  J-  Palairct,  with 
conuderable  alterations  and  improvements  from  D' Anrille, 
Mitchell,  and  Bellin,  by  L.  DeUrochette. 

1766.  — A  map  of  the  British  dominions  in  North  Ame- 
rica,  as  settled  by  the  late  trealy  of  peace,  1763.-  ' 
Ridge. 

1770.  — Britidi  empire  in  North  America,  with  the  West 
India  ^es — annexed  to  Wynne's  history. 

1771.  — A  new  and  accurate  map  of  North  America, 
from  the  famous  Mr.  D'Anville,  &c.  Also,  the  new  divi- 
sions according  to  the  Ute  treaty  of  pcuce,  by  Peter  Bell, 
geographer. 

1772.  — A  map  of  the  British  dominions  in  North  Ame 
rica,  according  to  tlie  treaty  of  1763,  by  Peter  Bell,  geo 
graphrr* 

1775.  — North  America  and  the  West  Indies,  with  the 
opposite  coasts  of  Europe  and  Africa — published  accord- 
ing to  act  of  Parliament. 

1776.  — A  new,  map  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  accord- 
ing to  the  royal  proclamation  of  tUe  7tii  of  October,  1763, 
from  the  French  surveys,  connected  with  those  made  after 
the  war,  by  CaptMn  Carver,  and  other  officers  in  hia  Ma- 
jesty's service.    Saver  uid  Bennett 

1776.  — A  general  map  of  tlie  Northern  British  colonies 
in  America,  which  comprehends  the  province  of  Quebec, 
the  Government  of.  Newfoundland,  Nova.  Scotia,  New 
England,  and  New  York,  from  the  maps  published  by  the 
Admiralty  and  Board  of  Trade,  &c. 

1777.  — A,  new  and  correct  map  of  North  America,  with 
the  West  India  is)an<ls,  divided  according  to  tlie  last  treaty 

peace,  concluded  ajt  Paris  10th  February,  1763,  where- 
in are  particularly  diatinguished  the  several  provinces 
and  colonies  which  compose  the  British  empire,  laid 
down  according  to  the  latest  surveys,  and  corrected  from 
the  original  materials  of  Governor  Pownall,  member  of 
Parliament. 

1777.  — The  British  colonies  in  North  America.  By 
William  Faden. 

1778.  — A  new  msp  of  North  America,  from  the  htest 
discoveries.    Engraved  for  Carver'a  Travels. 

Andduringthese  unbroken  and  unvarying  geographical 
and  topographical  descriptions,  an  act  of  Parliament  passed 
in  1774,  adopting  and  confirming  tlie  same  boundaries,  in 
the  same  language  as  the  original  proclamation.  The 
commiswons  of  the  royal  governors,  prescribing  the 
extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  all  public  and  official 
documents  during  the  twenty  years  which  preceded  tlie 
tres^  of  indepeiulence,  contained  the  same  description. 
When,  then,  it  was  embodied  in  that  solemn  instrument, 
can  it  be  doubted  that  the  parties  used  the  terms  in  the 
same  acceptation  in  which  they  had  always  before  been 
received;  meant  thereby  what  had  always  before  been 
intended;  understood,  by  the  hi^lands  designated,  the 
same  range  which  had  before  been  constantly  known,  de- 
scribed, acknowledged,  and  invariably  received  as  sttch? 
"nien  is  no  possibility  of  doubt.  But  the  proof  still  pro- 
ceed. The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  waaformed  in  17S3; 
but  the  preliminary  articles  were  signed  in  November, 
1782;  and  in  February  following  there  was  a  zealous  and 
animated  debate  thereon  in  Parliament,  in  which  it  was 
strenuously  objected,  on  the  one  band,  and  not  denied  on 
the  other,  that,  by  tlie  boundaries  agreed,  the  territory 
of  the  Umted  States  would  intorene  and  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  capitab  of  Qubec  and  Halifiiz; 
that  ia,  would  embrace  the  very  territory,  north  of  the  St. 
John's,  which  is  now  in  contestation.  And  accompsnyhig 
those  interesting  printed  ddbatesupon  that  important  sub- 
ject, ia  aba  a  British  map,  made  for  the  express  purpose 


of  illustrating  the  arguments  b^  presenting  the  true  boun- 
daries according  to  the  preliminary  articles,  and  in  which 
the  highlands  are  delineated  and  located  as  tJicy  had 
always  previously  been,  and  as  we  still  insist  they  should 
be.  And,  posterior  to  these  debates  and  tliis  publication, 
tlie  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  ugned,  adopting  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  in  hoe  tJtrba,  and  the  deline- 
ations precisely  as  therein  described. 

The  unvarying  current  <tf  BritiiAi  audioritict  does  not 
stop  here.  Maps  and  documents  still  continaedto  be  mul- 
tiplied, all  of  the  same  character,  and  in  full  confirmation 
oi  the  same  geographical  location  of  those  dividing  litgiir 
lands.  Among  them,  1  inrite  particalar  reference  to  the 
follou-ing,  which  I  have  now  before  me,  subject  to  the 
scrutiny  of  every  member: 

1783,  February  9. — Tlie  United  States  of  America  with 
llie  Britisli  possessions  of  Canada,  Nov«  Scotia,  and  of 
Newfoundland,  &c.  be,  according  to  tiie  preliminarT  ar- 
ticles of  peace  «gned  at  Versulles  the  30th  of  Janiurv, 
1783.    R.  S.ayer  and  J.  Bennett. 

1783. — A  new  and  correct  map  of  North  America,  in 
which  the  places  of  tJie  principal  engagements  durinj^  the 
present  war  are  accurately  inserted,  and  the  bounduict, 
as  settled  by  treaty  in  1783,  clearly  marked.    J.  Dew. 

1783,  April  3.— The  United  States  of  America,  lul 
down  from  the  best  authorities,  agreeably  to  the  peace  of 
1783.    By  Juhn  WaUis.  London. 

1783,  July  16.— An  accurate  map  of  the  United  Sttfes 
of  America,  with  part  of  the  surroun^n^  prmriRc«f» 
agreeably  to  the  trealy  of  peace  of  1783-  By  Jim.  Carv. 
London. 

1782.  — The  United  SUtes  of  North  America,  with  the 
British  and  Spanish  territories,  according  to  the  ireatv. 
By  Wm.  Fasten. 

1783.  Octt^er  3. — A  new  map  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  the  British  America,  with  the  British  doin- 
nions  on  tliat  continent,  &c.  By  Samuel  Diuin,  mathe- 
matician, improved  from  the  aurveys  of  Captain  Garvcr. 

Bowie's  new  four-sheet  map  of  North  AroeiMa  and  i^.e 
West  Indies,  exhibiting  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the 
United  States,  the  British  dominions,  &c.  &c. :  the  whole 
compiled  snd  laid  down  from  the  best  authorities.  Loi- 
don. 

1784.  — Bowie's  new  pocket  map  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  British  possessions  of  Canada,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  Newfoundland,  Sec.  &c.,  as  settled  by  the  preliau- 
nary  articles  of  peace  signed  at  Veraaillea  the  30th  Jamv- 
ary,  1783.  London. 

1784.— A  new  and  correetmap  of  North  America,  v'.th 
the  West  India  islands,  divided  according  to  the  last  treaiy 
of  peace,  concluded  at  Paris  the  30th  January,  U&'i, 
wherein  are  particularly  distinguished  the  thirteen  pro- 
vinces vrtueh  compose  the  United  States  of  Nortii  Ameri- 
can.   By  Matthew  Albert  and  Georce  Frederick  Lotter. 

1784. — ^Brioa  de  la  Tour's  Etats  IJius  d'Ameriquc,  kc 
Paris. 

1783. — A  new  map  of  North  America,  with  the  West 
India  islands,  divided  according  to  the  preli  mtnar}-  articles 
of  peace,  ugned  at  Versailles  30th  January,  1783,  where- 
in are  particularly  diatinguished  the  United  Statra,  and  the 
several  province^  governments^  &e.  fcc  which  compose 
the  British  donunions,  and  eorreeted  from  the  otigtaal 
materials  of  Governor  Pownall,  member  of  Parliament- 
1794. — Same  map.  London. 

1794. — A  new  map  of  the  whole  contitwnt  of  America, 
divided  into  Nortii  and  South,  and  West  Indies,  wbercfli 
are  exactly  described  the  United  States  North  America, 
as  well  as  the  several  European  possesions,  aceonfiag  to 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  ^ned  at  Vers^Uca  Janust; 
30th,  1783,  kc.  &c.  By  Laune  and  Whittle.  l«iidi» 
1794 — A  new  map  of  Nortii  America,  agreeably  to  (be 
latest  lUscoTeries.  London. 
1794.— A  map  of  the  Umted  States  ot  Amcfka,  villi 
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part  of  the  adjoining  provinces.  From  the  latest  autho- 
rities. 

1795. — A  map  of  North  America  ard  the  West  Indies. 
By  L.  S.  De  La  Bochette.  London. 

1800. — America,  divided  into  North  and  South,  with 
their  several  siUidivinom,  and  the  neweit  diKovciiea.  By 
Laurie  and  Whittle.  London. 

1798.— D.  F.  Sa1tzmann*s  Hune.  Hamburg,  Carll Ernst 
Bohn. 

1814. — Hap  of  the  British  colonies  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America.    3.  Lodge. 

I  have  cited  no  American  maps,  because  I  chooae  to 
exUbit  the  unvarying  testimony  of  our  opponenti  them- 
selves in  continued  support  of  our  claim. 

The  map  by  O^^ood  Cotton,  however,  in  1795,  en- 
Ifraved  for  SnlUvan's  History  of  Maine,  ia  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, for  its  clear  delineation  of  the  highlands. 

This  brings  us  down  to  the  year  1814,  the  date  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent;  at  which  time,  so  tar  from  our  adversa- 
ry's having  pretended  that  there  was  any  otlier  Northern 
boundary  tlun  that  which  we  now  assert,  or  that  the  tet^ 
Fitfvy  now  in  dispute  belonged  to  tbdr  provinces,  that  the 
British  commissioners,  who  negotiated  that  treaty,  request- 
ed tliat  the  United  States  should  cede  it  to  Great  Britain 
Tor  an  equivdent,  wtueb  they  were  ready  to  give,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  direct  commuiucation  between  their  provincial 
::ap)tais.  The  American  commissioners  very  property  re- 
plied that  the  territory  was  a  part  of  the  State  of  lifasw- 
:huBetts,  and  no  transfer  could  he  made  hy  the  United 
States;  that  it  was  not  to  be  admitted  even  as  a  matter  of 
liacusnon.  At  the  request  of  the  other  par^,  they  as- 
tented  to  an 'article  providing  far  the  aacertainment  of  a 
sertain  angle,  and  uie  running  certain  Unest  but  even 
•haXf  notwithstandii^the  erroneous  impressions  which  have 
prevailed,  does  not  recognise  the  existence  of  any  doubt 
>r  dispute  as  to  wliat  were  tlie  highlands,  or  their  true 
ioc:ation,  but  only  that  a  certain  point  in  that  known  ac- 
knowledged range  had  not  then  been  marked  upon  the 
Hir&ce  of  the  earth.  The  language  is  very  precise, 
"Whereas  that  point  of  the  highlands,"  Ste. 

The  treaty  contemplated  that  the  St  Cr«x  river  was 
known;  that  the  highlands  were  known)  but  that  the  pre- 
cise point  of  that  elevaticm,  at  which  the  north  line  should 
:erminate,  had  not  been  fixed  and  marked,  and  that  there 
night  be,  from  the  formation  of  country,  and  with  a  refer- 
ence to  a  ^vision  of  the  rivers,  a  doubt  as  to  the  extent 
serbaps  of  five,  ten,  or  even  twen^  ndles.  To  deter- 
nine  that,  and  that  only,  the  treaty  provided  for  the 
ippointment  commisrioners,  and  a  contingent  arbitra- 
nent. 

Under  that  commission,  the  British,  for  the  first  time, 
[)ut  forth  the  pretensiou  that  there  was  another  range  of 
lighlands,  south  of  the  St.  John's  river,  bepnning  at 
Hars  hillr--a  ridge  never  before  known;  recognised  in  no 
lublic  document;  deUneated  in  no  map;  found  in  noto- 
lographicat  dearariptiont  havmg  no  hiitMical  extstencet 
Tom  whic^  are  no  rivers  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence; 
tnd  which  was  never  in  the  contemplation  of  either  of  the 
MTliea.  Had  the  American  agent  well  understood  his 
Hisiness,  and  discharged  bis  duty,  he  should  have  met  this 
H'eposterous  and  insulting  pretension,  in  litmntt  by  astern 
■efusal  to  permit  it  to  be  nude  even  matter  of  discussion, 
de  should  have  told  hit  Majesty's  agent,  **  The  treaty  of 
Shent,  which  eontrt^  our  action,  provides  only  for  ascer- 
aining  a  particular  point  in  the  highlands^  of  the  treaty 
>r  1783 1  but,  as  to  those  highlands  themielTes,  it  neither 
tdmita  nor  creates  any  doubt.  Th^  were  known,  and 
heir  location  established  and  described,  and  invariably 
admitted  for  twen^  years  preceding  the  trea^  of  inde- 
Mndence.  That  instrument  adopted  them;  they  are 
ncorporated  into  it  by  the  common  consent  and  mutual 
inderstandinr  of  the  partici  as  one  of  ha  essential  ingre- 
Bents;  they  have  «ver  since  been  known,  dcKmbed,  and 
Vet.  Vni  89 


recognised  as  such;  for  more  than  fifty  vesrs  they  have 
maintained  their  position  on  the  southern  bank  of  uie  St. 
Lawrence,  undisputed,  alone,  without  a  rival.  I  wiH  not 
now  permit  them  to  be  questioned;  I  will  not  tolerate  an 
attempt  to  substitute  a  newly  created  imagery  Tawe, 
for  that  which  the  parties  intended  by  the  trea^.  The 
point  in  that  elevation  derignated  as  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  I  am  willing  to  ascertain,  but  I  proceed 
to  no  other  range;  I  go  in  search  of  no  other  hignlanda.'* 

Sir,  if  our  agent  had  held  this  language,  and  acted  de- 
cisively in  accordance  with  it,  the  British  never  would  have 
inristed  upon  their  absurd  assumption;  but  he  permitted  it 
to  be  discussed.  The  Britirii  commisnonei^  an  iohabitaHt 
of  New  Brunswick,  anxious  to  obtain  by  some  neuw  that  ■ 
direct  communication  between  the  provincial  capitals 
which  his  Government  offered  to  purchase  of  tiie  Unted 
States  at  Ghent,  denied  our  rights,  and  the  difference  was 
then  subptted  to  arbitration.  The  arbiter,  baring  lost 
more  tlian  one-balF  bis  dominions  after  the  subiniasion, 
and  being  thrown  as  a  dependent  on  Great  Britain  and 
other  European  Powera,  not  only  to  define  the  bndta  <rf 
his  empire,  but  even  for  his  eziatenee  as  a  soverdgn,  bar- 
ing no  hopes  or  fears  fivm  us,  and  little  partiaK^  for  our 
liberal  ideas  of  Belf-goTemment  which  had  recently  cort 
him  so  dearly,  and  still  held  hira  in  jeopardy,  recommends 
such  a  new  line  of  demarcation  as  will  give  to  Great'Britain 
precisely  what  she  wished  to  obtain  by  purchase  and  cesnen 
at  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  And  this  we  are  now  urged  to  ad<^ 
for  the  purpose  of  conciliating  the  good  opinion  of  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth.  Sir,  if  we  would  not  incur  their  contempt 
for  our  blindness  or  puaillanind^.  If  we  would  not  sacrifice 
our  own  self-respect,  we  should  repel  it  as  an  unauthorized 
assumption,  and  a  glaring  encroachment.  But  we  are 
asked,  what  will  be  the  consequences  of  a  refusal  to  ac- 
cede to  this  advisory  opinion?  How  is  the  controversy  to 
be  adjusted?  Will  not  war  be  the  consequence ?  That 
there  may  be  difficulties,  I  freely  admit.  That  Great  Bri- 
tun  will  protract,  and  harass,  and  annoy  the  borders,  and 
subject  them  to  vexations  and  danger,  is  not  improbablei 
but  that  she  wiM  go  to  war  for  a  cause  so  grossly  and  out^ 
rageoualy  ui^ust,  for  a  pretension  so  recent,  so  utterty 
and  palpably  baselen,  I  cannot  believe.  But  if  she  ^11 
push  her  suggestions  to  that  extremity,  if  the  alternative 
IS  presented  of  sacrificing  our  soil  and  our  citizens^  or  de- 
fending them  by  arms,  as  freemen,  as  American  citizens, 
as  ^UMxlians  of  the  rights,  the  honor,  the  security  of  the 
n»tHm,  we  can  have  no  doubts,  no  hewtation.  If  war  must 
come  in  such  a  cause,  tremendous  as  the  e^  is,  deprecate 
it  as  we  may,  still  we  most  meet  it. 

Sir,  there  is  In  such  case  no  option.  Submis^on  never 
yet  set  bounds  to  encroachment    We  must  erect  an  im- 

Eassable  barrier  upon  the  confines  of  our  right  and  our 
onor.  There,  we  must  meet  and  repel  every  agression. 
Justice  demands  it;  policy  demands  it-  If  we  yield — if 
we  recede — tiie  spirit  of  encrdachment  will  be  strength- 
ened nnd  aggravated.  More,  uktc,  and  more  ye^  will 
be  demandm.  We  must  basely  surrender  all,  or  firtt  at 
last,  and  that,  tof^  under  aD  tiie  ^ndvant^s  of  the 
enfeebling,  degrading,  ^sfnrtting  effects  of  previous un^ 
vailing  submission  and  concesrions. 

Suppose  Great  Britain  should  assert  a  claim  of  right  to 
impress  American  seamen,  and  proceed  forcibly  to  assert 
it,  by  taking  even  a  sin^e  man  from  on  board  our  ships. 
Would  not  this  nation  nse  en  masse  to  vindicate  his  rights 
and  avenge  his  wroi^  by  arms?  And,  mr,  shall  we  per- 
mit her  to  come  upon  our  soil — to  hold  domimon  over  0ur 
own  citizens— even  to  seize  them  in  their  dwelBngs — to 
expel  our  Government  and  laws  from  thrir  appropriate 
sphere,  and  not  repel  it  by  force?  Mo!  Never>~nevar. 
Honor,  foith,  pdtcy,  constitutional  obligation,  public  and 
private  right—all,  all  forbid  it. 

Maine,  as  a  member  of  tins  Union,  hns  a  tight  to  require 
protection  from  fordgncMKMchiDCnt.       does  demand 
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that  ^  integri^  of  her  toil  and  the  sicrednen  of  the  \  selves,  or  of  the  patrimonx  which  im  purchased  by  the 


persona  of  her  citizens  shall  be  preserved  inviolate.  No 
matter  whether  the  extent  and  numbers  invaded  be  great 
or  small,  yon  cannot  permit  one  acre  of  ber  territory,  or 
a  angle  individual  of  her  inbatutanta,  to  be  wrested  fi<om 
ber  by  a  forrign  graap. 

I  MiTB  not  awdt'lqion  tiw  value  and  importance  of  the 
rentm  in  &pute.  1  have  diseossed  only  the  questiim  of 
right.  That  is  suffii^nt  But  let  it  not  be  suppoaed  to 
be  of  trifling  moment.  It  comprises  more  than  two  mil- 
lions of  acres,  embracing  rich  and  valuable  lands  on  the 
waters  and  branches  of  extensive  rntxtf  and  bearing  heavy 
and  valuiUile  timber.  But  it  is  its  military  adaptations  that 
have  attracted  the  eager  eye,  and  aroused  tlie  strenuous 
cffbrtt  of  our  opponents,  and  v^iich  should  induce  an  equid 
Mnlttyaiid  moi«  fixed  detcraiiiation  on  our  part  to  retain 
H. 

Bf^  our  poaseadon  the  communication  between  tb«r 
prorinces  is  effectually  cut  oflT;  and  by  this  severance  we 
can  h(M  them  in  check  at  pleasure.  But  should  they  be 
pemutted  to  occupy  it,  they  will  erect  fortifications,  and 
establish  a  military  post  at  a  central  posltim,  where  the 
wiuAn  fitree  of  the  a^acent  provinces  may  be  easily  con- 
eentnted,  not  only  to  strengthen  themselves  to  repel 
attacks,  but  even  to  menace  us  with  invarion. 

Although  Uune  cannot,  will  not,  yield  her  right,  yet, 
ftr,  very  nr,  be  from  her  a  dispostion,  a  willingness,  to 
imolve  herself  or  the  country  in  the  horrors  of  war;  she 
will  bear  and  &»rbearaa  long  as  endurance  is  a  virtue.  She 
will»  I  tnist,  act  with  calmness  and  discretion — she  will 
preserve  her  claim  in  undiminished  strength — keeping 
beraeir  in  a  positipp  to  arrest  it,  prai^eri^  and  eflfecta- 
ally,  whenever,  in  the  contiiq^noiei  and  renrfutions  of 
Governments  and  empire^  she  may  deem  it  as  expedient 
as  it  b  just. 

I  protest,  therefore,  against  this  sul^ect  being  discussed 
as  a  question  of  peace  or  war,  and  being  decided  aa  a 
HMtter  of  mere  general  expediency.  Hune  stands  mo- 
destly, but  firmly,  upon  her  rights.  She  aaks  nothing 
■are  -she  can  accept  of  nothing  Icsa. 

Tbe  resections  of  the  Legislature  of  Mune,  passed  in 
secret  sesdol^  oontemphting  acontii^nt  transfer  of  this 
territory  to  the  United  States,  have  been  animadverted 
upon,  not  only  as  constiiuting  an  objection  to  the  strenu- 
ous support  ik  our  right  by  the  Senate,  but  as  rendering 
the  wh<de  a  matter  of  indifierence.  I  am  apprehensive, 
sir,  that  thqr  maybe  cakuUted  to  weaken  our  cause,  and 
impair  the  fiuce  of  our  appeal.  The  gentleman  frtm 
Sonth  Carolina  [Mr.  BIilur]  has  decUrct^  that  while  the 
Legislature  of  Maine  stood  resolutely  and  simply  upon 
thcv  rigbts,  he  sympathized  with  them,  and  had  a  strong 
deairo  to  maintain  them  in  their  dignified  and  manly  atti- 
tudof  but  »nce  their  tone  has  so  changed  as  to  contemplate 
a  cesrion,  he  has  become  utterly  indinferent  to  their  cause, 
viewing  it  no  longer  as  a  matter  of  State  pride,  honor,  and 
digni^,  but  as  a  mere  calculation  of  pnmt  and  loss,  which 
can  excite  neither  ^mpathy  nor  respect  Indeed,  he 
indulged  in  still  stronger  language  of  condemnation. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  most  earnestly  appeal  to  that  gentle- 
man, and  to  the  Senate,  whether  the  indulgence  of  such 
impulses  is  not  doing  injustice  to  the  State — the  people  of 
tbe  State.  Let  me  assure  you  that  the  change  of  views 
and  feelings  indicated  by  the  secret  procee^ngs  of  the 
Lq;idatiire,  ao  fiir  from  meeting  a  harmonious  response 
Iran  tiior  constihients,  have  been  received  by  a  general, 
if  not  universal,  note  of  p<^ular  disapprobation.  Sir, 
die  people,  the  true,  primary  sovereignB  of  Maine,  have 
never  authorized  or  assented  to  any  suggestion  of  a  relin- 
q^uishroent  of  any  portion  of  their  soil,  or  their  fellow- 
Qitizens,  and,  fromtneir  character,  their  histon-,  as  well  as 
the  strong  recent  demonstrations  of  their  feelings  and 
opimons,  I  am  confident  they  never  will.  No,  sir,  the 
people  wQlMver  eoM^to  tmosferanypmionof  \hcm 


blood  of  their  fathers.  And  it  is  in  their  bdialf  that  I 
appeal — their  representative  I  am — thnr  r^;fats  I  vimUcate 
— and  for  their  protection  I  demand  the  broad  stueld  of 
the  constitutional  obligations  of  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  CLAT  said:  Intending  to  express^  in  a  few  word% 
my  sentiments  on  this  suhje^  I  have  thought  I  nngfat  aa 
well  embrace  diis  occawm  to  do  it  Tbe  PrcsdMit  has 
called  upon  the  Senate  for  its  advice,  as  to  the  award  of 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands  respecting  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States.  This  call  upon  tbe  Se- 
nate is  made,  not  in  its  legislative  character,  but  as  a  com- 
ponent part  of  the  treaty-making  power.  If  the  Sraatr, 
therefore,  should  give  any  advice  on  the  matter,  it  must 
act  in  its  executive  capacity,  and  according  to  these  rules 
wluch  g»vem  it  when  so  acting.  Among  these,  is  Aat 
which  requirea  tbe  eoneuiMncc  of  two4hirds  of  the  Se- 
nators present 

Tbe  language  of  the  constitution,  taken  literany,  woaU 
perhaps  reqture  a  participation  of  the  Senate  in  the  original 
furmation  of  all  tfratics.  The  words  are:  **  He  (the  Pre- 
ndent)  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thhds 
of  the  Senators  present  cmicur."  In  the  early  atagei  of 
his  adnunistration.  General  Washington  endcAvoKd  to 
execute  this  part  of  the  constitution  according  to  its  litenl 
interpretation}  but  he  soon  found  it  impracticable,  and 
abandoned  it.  The  difficulty  of  consulting  so  large  a 
body  as  to  the  instructions  to  be  given  to  a  for^gn  miois- 
ter;  the  variety  of  propontions  which  may  be  iDterchai^ed 
in  tbe  prt^rem  of  a  negotiatitmt  ''■d  tite  inconvenience 
of  a  perpetual  reenrrence  to  tiie  Senate  for  ite  Bptassn 
upon  each  (tf  them,  besides  other  cenmderatioaa,  lendcted 
it  altogether  inexpedient  to  take  the  advice  and  consent 
of  tiie  Senate  previous  to  tbe  conchiaton  of  treaties. 
When  concluded,  Prendent  Washington  thought  tbe  pur- 
port of  the  constitution  would  be  satisfied  by  auboutting 
them  to  the  Senate;  aa  they  could  not  be  said  to  be  made, 
in  the  language  of  the  constitution,  until  the  Senate  gave 
its  constitutional  concurrence  to  thor  beconnng  ob^iUary 
national  compacts. 

Accor^ngty,  horn  an  eariy  period,  in  the  first  term  of 
his  administration,  down  to  the  present  time.  Hie  settled 
and  uniform  practice  of  tbe  Executive  Government  baa 
been  to  open  negotiations  with  foreign  Powm,  sod  u 
conclude  such  treaties  as  the  Prerident  conccivca  tbe  in- 
terests of  th'u  country  demand-  When  so  concluded^ 
th^  are  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  its  constitu^onal  a^ 
vice  and  conaent.  And  the  extent  of  any  agency  which 
the  Senate  exercises,  in  the  formation  ofa  treaty,  islimited 
to  proporing,  as  was  done  in  the  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  ia 
1794,  amendments  to  the  treaty.  These  become  tlie  sub- 
ject of  future  negotiation. 

To  this  esublished  practice  of  the  Government,  tbe 
present  administration  has  hitherto,  itself,  eonftnined. 
And  I  presume  it  ia  not  intended  to  cbai^  it,  and  to  n- 
vive  the  impractic^^  ^course  which  Gcncnl  Wadungtou 
was  compelled  to  abandon,  from  experience. 

What,  then,  are  the  circumstances  of  the  ease  wbi^ 
the  President  has  brouglit  here  for  the  consderation  of 
the  Senate?  In  virtue  of  sevend  treaties  between  (be 
United  States  and  Great  Britun,  on  all  of  which  ttcauet 
the  Senate  had  regularly  acted  and  given  its  advice  and 
consent,  Uiedi^uted  Northeastern  boundary  was  subiwttcd 
tQ  the  decinon  of  the  King  o(  the  NetitcrUnd%  as  Oie 
arbitrator  between  the  two  contimcting  partiea^  to  dedde 
the  controversy.  Themngbas  pronounced  his  judgmca^ 
and  communicated  his  award  to  each  of  the  parties. 
Various  questions  have  been  started  as  to  the  validity  of 
this  instrument.  Such  as,  whether  it  was  intended  as  a 
decision  binding  the  parties;  whether  it  does  not  Uutsccsd 
the  authority  vested  in  the  King,  by  tbe  terms  of  the 
sobmisiioni  irtMthwitcaabc««gardedaaaiqrtfengmoK 
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tban  the  advice  or  recommendation  of  the  King  as  to  a 
■uitable  boundary,  which  either  party  isatfiberty  to  adopt 

or  not,  at  his  discetion. 

Whatever  may  be  the  real  character  of  this  royal  act, 
no  treaty,  in  coiifrequence  of  it,  has  been  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Bntvin,  as  far  as  the 
Senate  is  advised.  It  stands  upon  its  own  isolated  ground. 
The  President  baa  asked  the  ^nate  to  advise  him  whether 
he  slull  sanction  the  award,  and  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  now  before  ub,  recommends 
that  Uie  Government  of  Great  Britain  be  notified  of 
the  acquiescence  in  it  by  the  Government  of  tlie  United 
SUtes. 

Now,  Mr.  Preudent,  it  seems  to  me,  ttut,  in  the  present 
ftate  of  the  transaction,  there  is  nothing  brought  by  the 
Prendent  to  our  connderation.  on  which  the  Senate,  as  a 
part  of  the  treaty-mak;ing  or  Executive  power,  can  con- 
stitutionally act.  There  is  no  treaty  presented  to  us  for 
our  advice  and  consent,  not  even  a  negotiation  proposed, 
nor,  in  short,  any  basis  wliatever  for  the  action  of  the 
Senate.  If  the  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  be 
binding,  it  derives  its  validity  from  the  consent  of  the 
parties  referring  the  question  to  him,  and  from  his  having 
decided  the  case,  in  conformity  witli  the  terms  of  the  sub- 
misaion.  If  he  has  not  decided  it,  or  if,  in  deci^ug  it,  he 
has  transcended  the  terms  of  the  submission,  it  is  not  bind- 
ing and  obllgatoiy.  The  President  being  the  only  consti- 
tutional organ  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  all 
communicatioHs  with  foreign  Powers,  and  moreover  charg- 
ed with  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the 
United  States,  is  bound  to  notify  the  British  Government 
what  are  the  Executive  views  in  relation  to  the  award.  If 
he  tells  that  Government  that  tliia  does  not  hold  itself 
bound  by  the  award,  a  negotiation  would  probably  take 
place  between  the  parties.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Pre- 
wdent  notifies  the  British  Government  tliat  the  United 
States  are  bound  by  the  award,  he  would  have  to  come  to 
Congress  for  its  legi4atire  ud  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
award.  And  should  be  so  come,  the  question  of  the 
vidiitity  of  the  amtrd  would  be  as  open  to  the  examination 
of  Congress,  as  it  had  been  to  the  Pre«dent.  So,  if  any 
negotiation  which  may  be  opened  with  Great  Britain,  in 
relation  to  the  award,  should  terminate  in  the  concluuon 
of  a  treaty,  the  President  would  be  bound  to  submit  that 
treaty  to  the  Senate  for  its  constitutional  advice  and  con- 
sent. The  President  not  having  appUed  to  Congress  for 
any  act  of  le^shtion,  and  having  submitted  no  treaty  or 
national  com|wct,  in  any  form,  to  thia  body,  I  think  there 
is  nothing  before  us  on  which  we  can  conatitu^nally  act{ 
and  that  any  advice  which,  under  these  circumstances,  we 
might  offer  to  the  Prendent,  would  have  no  warrant  or 
authority  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  consent  to  vote  for  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Comtnittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  or  to  concur  in 
the  adoption  of  any  other  resolution  wUch  would  imply 
the  right  of  the  Senate  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
matter  in  its  present  atate  and  condition. 

IVfaibtthii  is  my  deliberate  judgment,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tSLtion  to  offer  to  the  Prendent,  it  be  would  attach  any 
consequence  to  tlicm,  my  views  and  opinions,  as  a  private 
citizen,  on  the  whole  matter  of  the  Northeastern  boun- 
dary. At  Ghent,  Great  Britain  did  not  assert  any  rif^t 
to  the  territory  to  which  she  subsequently  set  up  a  claim. 
She  sought  there  to  obtain,  by  negotiation,  and  exchange 
of  territorr  unUi  the  tTiuted  Stato^  a  punge  within  her 
own  jtttismction  from  Kova  Beotia  and  New  Brunswick 
to  Qaebee.  The  British  commissioners  were  told  by  the 
American,  on  Hatt  occarion,  that  they  had  no  power  to 
cede  away  at  exchange  any  part  of  the  territory  of  Has. 
■achusetts,  which  then  included  Ualne.  As  there  were 
nuuiy  parts  of  the  long  line  of  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britun  unsettled  and  unmarked, 
it  became  necessary  to  have  it  cmrrectly  aaecrtaincd  and 


defined.  For  this  purpose  several  boards  of  comnusrion 
ers  were  provided  for  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  similar  boara  had  been  created  by  a  previous 
treaty.  Most  of  these  boards  have  amicably  and  aatis- 
factorily  settled  the  questions  respectively  submitted  to 
them.  That  to  which  was  referred  the  boundary  now  in 
dispute  could  not  i^i«e.  Before  tlus  board.  Great  Brit^ 
brought  forward,  and  claimed  as  her  ri^^t,  that  which  she 
had  sought  to  obtain  by  negotiation  onlj,  at  the  conferen- 
ces of  Ghent.  And  the  perseverance  with  which  she  has 
prosecuted  her  pretennons,  and  the  apparent  succeaswith 
which  they  have  been  so  far  finally  crowned,  demonstrate 
that  there  never  need  be  deqiair  in  any  cause,  how- 
ever bad. 

During  my  service  in  an  executive  depaftment,  it  be- 
came my  duty  to  «xainine  into  Ats  claim  asserted  hy 
Great  Britaint  and  the  result  was  a  firm  persuarion  and  a 
strong  conviction  that  it  was  unfounded,  and  that  the 
right  to  the  disputed  territory  was  in  the  State  of  Hwoe. 
ft  is  true  that,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  owing  to  the 
imperfect  knowledge  possessed  of  the  country  through 
which  the  boundary  runs,  there  ia  some  defective  Se- 
scription,  but  the  intention  of  the  parties,  I  think,  ia  clear, 
and,  accwding  to  that  intention,  the  right  is  with  Mnne, 
and  not  tn  Great  Britun.  It  is  altogether  unneeessaiy, 
upon  tills  occamoo,  to  proceed  to  state  all  the  grounds  and 
conriderations  winch  brought  my  mind  to  that  conclunon. 
By  doing  so,  I  should  be  trespaswng  upon  the  Senate  too 
much. 

The  commissioners  not  having  been  able  to  settle  Uie 
question,  the  eaaus  fiederisy  provided  for  in  former  treaties, 
arose,  and  it  became  necessary  to  submit  the  question  to 
an  arbiter.  The  King  of  the  Netberiands  was  selected 
for  tiiat  purpose,  and  we  tSl  know  the  subsequent  events. 
The  statements,  arguments,  and  papers  of  the  parties 
were  all  prepared  witiiin  the  two  countries  req>ectively. 
and  transmitted  to  Holland,  where  they  were  submitted 
to  the  King.  In  consenting  to  refer  the  question,  the 
late  administration  was  impelled  by  the  duty  of  Kq>ectiiw 
the  national  faith,  as  pledged  in  solemn  treaties.  Ana 
although  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  was  not  the  first 
choice  of  either  party,  hirii  confidence  WM  reposed  in 
his  independence,  and  inhis  idiility'  and  integrity,  by  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  arbitration,  on  the 
part  of  our  Government,  there  are  some  circumstancea  I 
think  deeply  to  be  regretted.  The  pUn  adopted  by  the 
late  administration  wss  to  have  retuned  Mr.  Huriiea  at 
the  Hague,  elevated  him  tothe  raiUc  of  minister  pienipo- 
tentiary,  and  sent  out  Mr.  Preble  as  a  public  i^ent  to  be 
associated  with  him.  I  acareely  know  any  man  so  well 
qualified  for  such  a  service  u  Mr.  Hughes.  He  had  the 
benefit  of  much  diplomatic  experience,  and  he  bad  been 
very  suceeaaful  in  various  negotiations  which  he  had  eon- 
ducted.  Commendng  his  career  as  secretary  of  the 
commission  at  ^ent,  he  aubsequentiv  had  creditably 
represented  bis  Government  at  Stocluu^,  and  at  St. 
Petei^atv,  and  at  Copoihagen,  on  temporaty  nusaimiai 
and  he  had  been  aomie  lime  at  the  court  of  tiie  Nether- 
Unds.  Wherever  he  had  been,  he  uniformly  made  ^ooA 
impresuona,  and  condliated  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 
all  whoae  acquaintance  he  formed.  He  was  well  versed 
in  the  language  of  the  court  of  the  Hague,  and  well  ac- 
quunted  with  all  the  persona  having  access  to,  or  aurround. 
ing,  the  King.  Of  pleasing  and  winning  manner*,  a  gene- 
ral favorite,  be  was  exactly  such  a  penon  as  waa  veil 
fitted  for  the  serrice.  The  rank  of  mimster  pleiupotei^ 
tiary  was  necessary  to  entitie  him  to  approach  the  peraen 
of  the  Kmg,  aecofding  to  established  usage.  It  was  a 
point  ot  more  importance  that  this  Government  should 
have  had  such  a  representatire  at  HoUand,  as  the  British 
Government  was  there  represented  by  an  aecompliahed 
amiMiBdar,  (Sir  Chulea  Bagot,)  wett  known  herr.  Mr. 
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Rarile^  intimately  acquunted  with  the  a»pa  dtphmatique, 
witE  «)1  the  avenues  of  acceaa  to  the  Kin;,  and  with  all 
peraoM  likely  to  influence  the  nund  or  judgment  of  the 
monarch  or  his  ministers^  woqM  have  been  able  to  dis- 
eover  and  avert  the  ezerdae  of  any  undue  influence,  if, 
any  should  be  brouefat  to  bear  upon  the  Govetament  of 
the  Ntitherhnds  in  tnia  delicate  transaction. 

It  was  amonfl*  the  early  acts  of  ^is  administration,  to 
-orertum  the  plan  which  had  been  thus  resolved  on  by  its 
predecenors,  and,  in  place  of  Mr.  Hughes,  to  send  out 
Mr.  Preble,  in  the  sole  chat^fe  of  conducting  a  difficult 
arbitration.  I  have  had  only  a  limited  acquuntance  with  this 
gentlemant  but  he  was  destitute  of  all  diplomatic  experi' 
enee,  had  never  been  in  the  councils  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, and  I  understand  oould  not  ritiier  speak  or 
write  the  language  of  the  court  to  whioh  he  was  sent,  and 
where  he  was  a  total  stranger.  He  was  indeed  a  reapecta- 
hle  lawyer  in  his  own  State}  but  of  what  avail  would  pro- 
feaaional  enunence  be>  where  tact,  insinuating  manner^ 
and  thorough  acquaintance  with  tiie  persons  of  the  court, 
were  in<£spensable.' 

The  result  of  an  arbitration  conducted  under  such  aus- 
pices was  to  be  feared.  During  its  prc^creis,  and  before 
■the  King^  decidon,  he  was  stript,  by  the  remlotion  in 
Belgium,  of  the  better  half  of  hw  donriniont.  Had  he 
been  monarch  of  Holland  alone,  I  think  I  hazard  nothing 
in  saying  that,  notwithstandii^  ihe  confidence  wfaitA  Mr. 
AdMis  reposed  in  his  personal  character,  he  would  not 
have  been  selected,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  late  ad- 
nuniitration,  as  the  sovereign  arbiter.  It  was  to  an  inde- 
pendent Bmrerdgn,  one  the  extent  of  whose  power  and 
dominiona  placed  lum  at  the  head  of  the  second  rate 
States  of  die  continent  of  Europe,  that  the  controversy 
was  submitted.  It  was  not  to  ttie  fUng  of  Holland,  hut 
to  the  King  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  that  die  question 
was  referred.  It  was  to  a  monardi  supposed  to  be  unbi- 
assed, powerful,  and  independent,  that  the  question  was 
referred,  and  not  to  a  sovereign  who,  whilst  he  was  ar- 
bitrating bMwcen  Great  Britain  and  the  United  SUtes  as 
to  the  territory  of  Maine,  by  the  nncontroUi^le  force  of 
events  found  one.hBlf  of  his  own  dominions  the  subject  of 
British  arbitration  or  decision,  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  allied  Powers. 

By  the  loss  of  Belf^um,  the  poFtti^l  character  of  the 
King  was  entirely  changed,  his  identity  altered,  and  he 
ceased  to  be  that  monarch  whose  friendly  arbitration  had 
been  solicited.  Mr.  Preble  saw  the  matter  in  its  true 
lijrht,  and  expected  to  have  been  notified  by  the  Minister 
of  F«^^;n  Amirs  of  the  King's  drcliinng  to  proceed  in 
tfie  ari>itration.  But  be  said  nothii^,  and  did  nodiing, 
to  produce  that  result.  Had  Mr.  Hu^es  been  there,  he 
would  have,  by  a  sugrgertion  or  a  hint,  not  at  aU  offensive, 
(such  as  whether  the  eritical  conation  of  his  own  domes- 
tic affkirs  did  not  afford  sufficieat  occiipaticm  for  his  Ma- 
jesty, without  troubUng  himself  with  the  concerns  of 
tctreign  Governments,  in  which  his  own  subjects  had  no 
'  interest,)  previdled  on  the  King  tonveupthe  papersfor, 
at  least,  to  suspend  proeeeiUng  in  me  aioitration  un^  he 
coidd  reoehre  fresh  instructions  from  his  own  Goveinnen^ 
ada|>ted  to  the  great  event  whfdi  had  happened. 

But  nothing  was  done  at  the  Hague  or  at  Washington 
to  arrest  or  suspend  the  progress  of  the  arbitration.  AVe 
have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  any  instructions  from  our 
-  Secretary  of  State  fininded  on  the  event  just  mentioned. 
A  Senator  (now  in  my  eye)  infwmed  me  that  be  had  con- 

■  Tsrsed  with  the  late  Secretary  of  State  about  the  revolt 

■  of  Belgium,  and  asked  him  if  it  would  not  put  a  stop  to 
tiie  arbitration.  To  which  the  Secretary  answered  that 
he  supposed  of  course  it  wooldt  and  rat,  aa  &r  as  we 
know,  he  gave  no  inatnwtinnsi^tevcr  m  relation  to  that 
event. 

Under  all  these  circuaistanoes,  our  surprise  at  the  issue 
of  the  arb^ration  tngbA  tube  less  than  it  otherwise  would 


have  been.  If  the  Kinj^  of  the  Netherlands  had  defiu- 
tively  decided  the  questions  aetoaOy  siUmutted  to  lu^^ 
in  consequence  of  the  silent  acquiescence  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  the  progress  of  the  arbitration,  the  honor  and 
fiiith  of  the  nation  mi^t  have  bound  t»  to  submit  to  the 
deciuon,  however  unjust  we  deem  it.  But,  Mr.  Pre^ 
dent,  I  cannot  concur  with  the  Comi^ee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, in  considering  the  paper  ctmmunicatcd  by  the 
King  of  Holland  to  die  two  Governments  as  contraring  a 
decision.  It  seems  to  me  to  express  only  the  opinion  o€ 
that  monarch  as  to  what  he  thinks  might  be  a  suitable 
boundary,  and  to  operate  as  a  recommendation  to  the 
parties  to  adopt  it,  but  leaving  tljem,  at  the  same  time,  at 
full  liberty  to  adopt  it  or  not,  at  their  discretitm.  So  £u- 
from  being  a  decision,  the  King  professes  his  inabiKfy  to 
decide  the  question  submitted  to  bim,  fbr  reesons  which 
he  fltates,  and  he  does  not  decide  it,  according  to  tiie  terns 
of  the  Bubmission. 

Nor  can  I  concur  with  that  committee  in  believing  thit 
we  shall  be  in  danger  of  incurring  the  reproach  cm  of  the 
world  for  not  submitting  to  such  an  award,  if  award  it 
can  be  called.  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  churman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  or  the  present  Secretuy 
of  State,  would  be  tully  competent  to  make  out  an  aigu- 
ment  in  behalf  of  the  ri^ts  of  MiUne,  that  would  fidty 
vindicate  them,  and  vindicate  tiie  conrse  of  Government 
from  all  reproaches,  founded  on  non-compliance  «nAtbe 
advice  and  recommendation  of  the  sovereign  arbiter. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments,  as  a  private  <ntizeo,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  opinion  that  the  Ame- 
rican Government,  disregarding,  and  decGmi^  to  be 
bound  by,  the  award,  ounit  to  open  a  negc^txnt  wiA 
Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  tiiis  disputed  boundair. 
I  have  no  apprehenrion  that  such  a  step  would,  necessarily, 
bringon  war.  Great  Britain  might  have  adopted  one  of 
two  courses:  either  to  proceed  to  occupy  the  teiwtoty 
which  the  sovereign  arbiter  thinks  it  wouW  be  avtaUe 
for  her  to  possess,  and  signified  her  determination  te  do 
SO;  or  to  communicate  to  our  Government  her  viMnf- 
ness  to  be  governed  by  the  advice  of  the  saUfeer,  nd 
inquired  as  to  the  intentions  on  tiiat  subject  of  tMi 
Government  The  former  course  would  have  been  hard), 
and  might  have  involved  the  two  countries  in  war.  The 
latter  was  more  respectful;  and  having  been  adopted  by 
Great  Briuin,  it  wilt  be  natural  and  easy  to  return  an  *>- 
swer  to  the  dipl^nnatic  note  which  has  been  recrircd, 
stating  the  grounds  and  arguments  which  induce  the  Ame- 
rican Government  to  believe  itself  not  bound  by  what  im 
been  done  by  the  King  of  Holland.  Such  an  antvc 
would  be  preliminary  to  a  negotiation,  which  wrnddncees* 
aarily  follow.  It  is  desirable,  undoubtedly,  to  have  all  cos- 
troverwes  between  nations  settied,  and  aouc^Iy,if  poasbk. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  question  remwning  to  be  decided 
between  the  two  Powers;  and  if  that  mutual  respect  sad 
friendly  dispowtion  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  ptedsMi 
nate  in  the  official  intercourse  between  the  two  eomtrics 
should  prevail,  althovigh  the  dispute,  by  the  UifettraitMn 
of  the  Dutch  King,  has  been  somewhat  coanGMIe^  we 
need  not,  I  think,  despair  fina^y  of  some  mUsArtery  a^ 
rangetnent. 

These  are  my  private  views,  Mr.  President.  VotltUiA 
the  President  has  come  to  the  Senate  too  soon,  or  came 
to  it  in  a  wrong  character.  As  a  part  of  the  BncatiM 
Government,  I  think  the  Senate  has  notbii^  tods^tt 
the  question,  in  the  present  siste  of  Ik  BMfing  tkii 
opituon,  I  sliall  vote  against  the  resolution  repos  tad  by  the 
Committee  on  Frnvign  Affairs,  and  IshaS  yateagmnAsiV 
other  resohititm  cp  proposition  whi||^  nagr  ia^i^ara- 
sume  a  power  in  the  Senate  of  the  Umted  Stntrntnnct" 
the  case.  The  President,  it  seems  to  !■  iMMMt 
excluuveiy,  with  the  power  of  deci^g^  in.^wthitm- 
stance,  whether  any,  and  what  obSgntMMi^  V^ft 
[been  created  upon  tiM  American.  GovMBBMM^IfttW' 
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Executive  Proeeedingfl. 


iiuence  of  the  act  orthe  King  of  the  NetherUnds,  and  whe- 
tlicr  jtbs  expedient  or  not  to  open  a  negotiation  with 
Creat  Britain.  And  I  thinic  he  shoald  be  left  to  his  con- 
stitutional reaponsibitity  to  purtuefucha  course  u  a  sense 
or  duty  may  prompt 

NOMINATION  OF  SAVIUEL  GWIN- 
'i'aunssAT,  December  8,  1831. 
Tlie  following  message  wa*  receive^,  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stiites,  hy  >Ir.  Donelson,  his  Secretary' : 

W^siiixGToy,  December  8,  1831. 
To  the  Senaie  of  the  Uniied  Stalea;  Commissions  having 
been  granted,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  the  fol- 
hiwing  persons  fop  the  offices  respectively  annexed  to 
tlicir  names,  I  now  nominate  them  to  the  same,  viz. 
John  II.  Jacobs,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Samuel  Gwin  to  be  rcgirter  of  the  land  office  for  the 
■hslrict  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Ununt  Salus,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi^  vice  Stockley  D.  Ilays.  deceased. 

I'he  message  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  nominations  of  register  and  receivers 
(if  the  s»-eral  land  offices  be  referred  to  tlic  Committee 
1)1)  Public  Lands. 


TnunsDAT,  DECEKBrn  22. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  I.ands,  rc- 
;«ii-tcd  on  ttic  nomination  of  Samuel  Gwin,  contuned  in 
<hc  message  of  the  80i  ofUeccmbcr. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomination. 

(!n  the  question,  "Will'.he  Scn.itc  advise  and  consent 
'(1  llic  "appointment  of  Saimiel  (Iwiii?" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  25. 

V  B AS. — Messrs.  Ilibb,  Itrown,  Dallas,  Dickersoti,  Dud- 
!.  V,  tlrundv,  Hill, Kane,  Knij^it,  Mangum,  .Marcy,  White, 
^Viltins.— 13. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Denton,  Biiclcner,  Clay,  Ewing, 
I'iKit,  Ilanna.  Ilayne,  Hendricks,  Holmos>  .TolinBton,  King, 
Jklli!c-r,  Moore,  I'oinde\ter,  Prcntlia,  llubbins,  lEobinson, 
Kitirgles,  Seymour,  Silsbce,  Tomluison,  Troup,  Tyler, 
Wciistcr. — 25. 

So  it  was 

Ntsolvetl,  That  the  Senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to 
;'ku  itppointmeiit  of  Samuel  Gwin. 

Tl-i:siiay,  .!i:SE  13,  18o:2, 
i'he  following  message  was  received  from  the  Prcsi- 
.tt  lit  uf  the  Ututcd  Slates,  l)y  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Sccrc- 

Wasuixgtos,  June  II,  1832. 

7 1,  Ihi  Senate.-  I  renominate  Samuel  Uwin  to  be  register 
t  f  I'iiv  land  office  at  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

In  nominating  Mr.  Gwin  to  tliis  office  again,  it  is  pro- 
■,"  r  tu  i>tatc  to  the  Senate  that  I  do  so  in  compliance  with 
-1.4  rcancst  of  u  number  uf  ihe  most  respectable  citizens 


of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  with  that  of  one  of  the 
Senators  from  the  same  State.  The  letters 'expressing 
this  request  are  herewith  respectfully  enclosed  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  It  will  be  perceived  that 
they  bear  the  fullest  testimony  to  the  fitness  of  Mr.  Gwin 
for  the  office,  and  evince  a  strong  dc^e  that  he  should 
be  continued  in  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  possessing  myself  a 
personal  knowledge  of  hn  integrity  and  fitness,  and  of 
the  claims  which  his  faithful  and  patriotic  sen-iccs  give 
him  upon  the  Government,  I  deem  it  an  act  of  justice  tn 
nominate  him  again,  not  doubting  that  tlie  Senate  wiU 
embrace,  with  cheerfulness,  an  opportunity,  with  fuller 
information,  to  reconuder  their  former  vote  upon  his  no- 
mination. ANDltEW  JACKSON. 

The  message  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table*  and  be  printed  in  ccn- 
iidence  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Tdbbdat,  Jess  26. 
Mr.  POINDEXTER  submitted  a  number  of  letters  md 
documents  on  the  subject  of  the  renominatioif  of  Samuel 
Gwin. 


TUEBJIAT,  JCLT  10.  " 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  of  the 
13th  ofjune,  nominating  Samuel  Gwin. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM, 

That  the  nomination  lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  '27,  navs  17. 
-  YEAS.—Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb.  Clhambcrs,' Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Foot,  Frelnighuyeen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Kni^t,  Mangum,  Moore,  N.iudain,  Poiudex- 
ler,  Ilobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Spniguc, 
Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlinsoii,  Tyler,  Webster.— 27. 

K.\YS. — Messrs.  Brown,  Bucfer;er,  Clay,  Dallas,  Dick- 
crson,  Dudley,  KUis,  Foisytli,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
&Iarcy,  Miller,  Robinson,  White,  Wilkins. — 17. 

>IoXIlAI,  JltT  16. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  POINDEX- 
TER,  was  considered: 

ReiK^Md,  That  the  President  of  (he  United  States  be 
informed  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Senate  to  take 
any  proceedings  on  the  renomination  of  Samuel  Gwin  to 
be'  renter  or  the  land  office  at  Mount  Salus,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  during  the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEX  TER, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  be  removed  therefrom. 

On  motion  of*Slr.  POINDEXTER, 

Qfckrtd,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  reniovcd 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  S'jnate  on  the  nom;n&t-un  of 
Samuel  Gwin* 
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Adjournnent,  a  resolution  from  tlie  House  of  Represen- 
tativei,  proposed  to  adjourn  on  the  9th  oT  July; 
amended  by  striking  out  the  9th,  and  inaertin^ 
the  1601,  Senate  atyoumed,  1296. 

Aoenti  for  Claima,  {See^^ipnpriatimbilL) 

Abiandm  Aqueduct,  a  niemorial  from  the  citiMiui  of 
Georgetown,  agumt  the  pending  bill  to  lud  the 
Alexandria  Cand  CtmapiuiT-,  ordmd  to  be  print- 
ed, 1053. 

the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alexandria  Canal 
Companj  cotuidered,  and  lud  upon  the  table, 

im, 

taken  up  and  paaaed,  10/4. 
Anierican  dtixms,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for 
infbmiation  reapecting-  the  imprismunent  of,  hy 
the  authorities  of  New  Brunswick,  3. 
the  information  communicated,  4. 
Apportionment.    The  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  re- 
presentatives among  the  Bereral  States,  read  the 
second  time,  and  r«erred  to  a  select  committee, 

415. 

bill  taken  up,  and  an  amendment  offered  to  it,  and 

then  laid  on  the  table,  487- 
reconsideration  of  Hr.  Webster's  amendment,  640. 
Mr.  Webster  reports  a  bill,  707;  Mr.  Webster's 

scheme  carried,  and  the  bill  passed, 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  disagrees  to  Mr. 

Webster's  amendment,  931. 
the  Senate  then  recedes  from  It,  936. 
AppropriaUona^  the  general  appropriatioii  bill  taknt  up, 

646. 

and  again,  G79. 

resumed,  68S|  resumed,  709t  pawed,  873. 
Indian,  {See  Indiaru.) 
Auditor  and  Comptroller.  A  resolution  introduced  in- 
structing  the  Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire 
into  the  expe^ency  of  abolishing  the  offices  of 
Second  Auditor  and  Second  Comptroller.  A 
report  states  that  the  proposed  abolition  would 
be  inexpedient;  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
committee  dischat|fed  from  a  fitrtber  coiuideni- 
tion  of  the  subjeci^  875. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  (See  Sail^road.) 
Bank  of  the  United  State^t  a  memorial  from  the  Prendent 
and  Dtreciont referred  to  aselect  committee,j|3. 
Reaolutions  calling  for  information  in  respect  to  the 
Bank,  58. 

leave  asked  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  declara- 
tory of  the  meaning  of  the  charier  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Statei^  on  the  subiectof  the  paper 
cumncy  issued  by  Uie  bank,  wnich  is  enforced 
at  great  length,  114t  after  KHne  debate,  leave 
-     refused,  154. 

a  rciolutioo  calling  on  tbe  Seeretaryofthe  Treasu- 
ry for  information  in  relation  to  the  afiiura  of  Hie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  154. 

agreed  to,  175. 

a  resolution,  instructing  the  select  committee  to 
whom  the  memorial  of  the  bank  was  referred, 
to  inqiiire  into  the  expeiUency  of  limitii^  the 
duration  of  the  new  charter,  to  ten  yean,  &c. 
155f  agreed  to,  175. 

a  bill  to  renew  tiie  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  introduced,  530|  bill  called  i^, 
043,  reported  to  the  Senate  w  ancDded,  1090; 

VoL.TUI-0. 


the  Senate  resumed  the  eonddentHMioftiie  bill, 
1034;  passed  1073. 
documentary  history  of,  a  resolution  introduced, 
authofiui^  the  Secretanr  of  tbe  Senate  to  sub* 
icribe  for  rixtycopiei  of  tbewotl^  530t  paaaed, 

558. 

proportion  to  print  5,000  copies  of  tbe  report  of 
tbe  committee  appointed  to  inveatigate  the  afiairs 
of  tbe  Bank  oi  tbe  United  States,  was  made, 
899,  i^^reedto,  931. 
resolutions  of  tbe  president  and  tUrectors  of  tbe 
bank  of  Pittsbui^,  in  favor  of  renewing  the 
charter  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Thqr 
were  referred  and  ordered  to  be  jprinted. 

Bank,  anew  one  proposed  in  a  memorialnom  Maaaachn- 
setti^  which  was  mdered  to  be  printed,  180. 
currency,  report  from  the  Secretny  of  the  Trtttf 
aury  on  the  subject,  339. 

Bank  veto,  a  messi^  was  received  from  the  Prendent, 
informii^  ow  Senate  that  be  bad  returned  tbe 
act  to  raodiiy  and  cooAhm  tbe  act  to  inccnporate 
the  Bank  a  the  miited  Stated  with  his  objec- 
tions; tbe  objections  ordered  to  be  recorded  on 
the  journal.  The  objections  oMirideted,  uid  the 
billW,  1296. 

Barracks,  a  bill  for  erecting  at  New  Oriean%  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  55. 
read  the  third  time  and  passed,  58. 

Belpum,  mission  to,  (JSte<m»i)prtate»i  titf.) 

British  colonial  trade,  (See  JVest  Indutimd  general  appro- 
priation biU.) 

Claims  of  States,  {Set  State  etaimt.) 

Colonial  trade,  {See  Wat  iaSu  md  efprapriation  biU.) 

Colonization  Socie^.  A  memorial  from  citizens  of  Ken- 
tucky was  presented,  inviting  tbe  attentiou  of 
Congress  to  the  subject,  which,  after  aome  dis- 
cussion, was  Isid  on  ttie  table,  641. 

Ct^umbia,  District  of;  a  resolution  was  agreed  to,  appoint- 
ing a  committee,  conusting  of  two  menibenof 
tbe  Senate  andone-of  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  prepare  a  system  of  laws  for  thcDistriet. 
several  bills  in  relation  to  the  District,  were  taken 
up  and  acted  upon,  937;  and  afterwirda  pawed. 

Comouasifmersof  theNanr,  (SetJibn.y 

ComaMoner  of  &i^ananiii%  (See  AtfioRi.) 

Commercial  statement!.  Reaidutiona  callii^  on  tbe  Se- 
cretary of  tiie  Treasury  for  infbrmation  why 
certiun  stateoients  in  relation  to  foreign  eon- 
merce,  heretofc>re  called  fca',.had  not  been  fiir- 
iuabed,393i  taken  up,  and  tbe  first  resdution  ne- 
gatived, the  second  was  laid  on  the  table,  but 
afterwards  passed,  413. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  replies  to  the  last  reao- 
liltion,438. 

Comndtieeib  stan^ng,  appnnted,  3. 

GongreaioQal  docamenta.  Report  frocn  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  and  theClerk  of  tbe  Hooae  of  Re- 
presentatives, commuiacatiiy  the  anmngementa 
made  for  their  publication,  41. 
a  letter  from  Gales  and  Beaton  stating  the  progress 
made  in  printing  the  work,  46. 

CumberlandRoad.  Tlie  &U  proridingfor  the  omtinuanoo 
of  tlua  road  in  the  States  of  ui&jia  and  Illinois 
tx.  was  ordered  to  a  third  TtmHa^  515,  and 
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Dajr  of  Humiliation,  a  reiolution  to  Appoint  »  joint  com- 
mittee to  WMt  on  the  Prendent,  and  request  htm 
to  appoint  a  day  to  be  obserred  m  a  day  of  gene- 
ral butniliatioa  and  pnjer  to  God,  that  He  may, 
in  h'n  laercr,  arert  mm  our  country  the  Amtic 
plague,  ll38t  agreed  to,  1130. 

Deputment  of  SUte,  (See  State  D^artmmt') 

Diacriminatinif  duties  with  Spain,  a  message  from  the 
President,  communicated  a  report  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  on  the  aubject  of  the  abolition 
o(  the  dlmiminatuw'  dotiei  now  exnfing  on 
Spwiiah  Teads.  Beftrred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  1134. 

IMTidends,  the  amount  of  unclaimed,  of  ^  funded  debt, 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treatuiy  called  upon  to 
communicate,  324{  taken  up,  after  aome  discus- 
sion laid  on  the  table,  6.19. 

Dutbin,  Rer.  Mr.  of  Kentucky,  elected  Chqilain  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate.  9. 

Doty  fm  Teat  *■  report  of  a  eonumttee  oo  memuiiak  of 
mercbanta,  pray  fbr  a  further  reduction  of,  €( 
report  considered  and  debated,  12;  laid  on  the 
table,  19. 

Indian  blankets,  a  bill  to  reduce  it,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  49. 

Refunding  of,  a  bill  to  exempt,  in  certain  cases, 
from  the  operation  of  the  tariff  act  of  1838, 
taken  up,  conudered,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  S90{  taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  647,  and  passed. 

remission  of,  »  bill  fbr  the  retief  of  B.  J.  Placet, 
(intended  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  paint- 
ings, Sec,  presented  to  the  Catholic  Cburcli,  by 
two-foreign  potentatesf)  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, S92f  and  pasted. 

Election  of  officers  of  die  Senate,  6. 
Eneotive  powers,  resolution*  submitted  on  the  nbjectof 
the  President's  removal  of  public  ofDeen^  181. 
proceedings,  1310. 
Extension  of  Patents,  (See  PaUnit.') 

naget,  Bisliop  Benedict,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  introduc 
ed  and-ordered  to  a  third  reading,  593. 

Fore'wn  Intercourae,  (Setappn^iatuinbUL') 

ForttficatioM,  a  bill  for  the  armament  trfl  introduced,  26; 
discussed  and  indefinitety  postponed,  SI . 

France,  outfit  to,  (Su  appropriation  bill.) 

French  Spoliations,  motion  made  to  take  up  the  bill  pro- 
viding satisfaction  for  claims  due  to  American 
citizens  for  spoliations,  negatived,  1080;  taken 
up,  discussed,  and  liud  on  tne  table,  1081;  sub- 
.  ject  resumed,  the  bill  discussed  and  amended; 
tiie  bill  again  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
-grossed,  1301;  passed. 

Free  bridge  over  the  Potomac,  a  bill  for  constructing  a 
new  free  bridge  orertlie  Potomac,  at  Waaliiiig- 
ton,  discussed  and  passe<l,  1296. 

Frontier,  a  bill  introduced  authorizing  the  President  to 
raise  five  companies  of  rangers  fur  the  protec- 
tion uf  tlie  Northveitem  Frontier,  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  a^iiirs, 
1068;  a  messare  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
livcs,  proposed  certwn  amendments  to  the  bill, 
which  wcrcdiscus6ed,1075,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Guatemalii,  appropriation  for  a  mission  to,  (See  appropria- 
tion bill.) 

Gwin,  Samtiel,  his  nomination  aa  register  of  a  land  office, 
n-jrcted,  1417;  nominated  as  register  at  a  differ- 
rut  office;  laid  on  the  table,  141B. 

Harbor  bill,  (See  lattmal  Improvemenia.) 


Houston  Samuel,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Bepreien- 
tatives,  requesting  that  leave  be  given  to  four 
of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  to  attend  tbe 
Houae,  for  the  purpoae  of  giving  cridence  os 
the  trial  of  Hoostoni  leave  given,  803. 
Humiliation  and  prayer,  (Su  day  of.) 
Hunt,  Jonathan,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bcpreseirtt- 
tives  from  Vermont,  his  death  announced,  ul 
orders  entered  into  for  his  fiinenl,  931. 

Indiana,  Mr.  Frelinglmyaen  submitted  two  resoMiosi  ■ 
reference  to  treaties  entered  into  with  the  Ok- 
rokees,  323. 

vaccination  of,  (See  Vaeanatton,) 

the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indin  D^ 
partment  for  the  year  1832,  conndered,  ud 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  978;  passed. 

a  bill  to  appoint  a  Commtasioner  of  Indisn  hStai, 
98S;  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime. 

a  bill  to  reappropriate  tbe  unexpended bahnoei  rf 
lilirracr  appropriations,  taken  up,  dlscwKd,ud 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  991 . 
Insolvent  Debtors,  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  fbrtbe  Kllcf 
of  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  Stately  10S9. 
Internal  Improvements,  a  bill  for  tbe  improvement  of  the 
Wabash  river,  tic.;  referred  to  tbe  Cainmitlt« 
on  Boads  and  Canals^  593. 

bill  from  the  -House  of  RepresentatiTci,  nukieg 
appropriationafor  certain  internal  improrcisciiu, 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Conuut- 
tee  on  Commerce,  938;  discussed,  ll30jpunl, 

a  bill  granting  to  the  SUte  of  Mioouri  SOf^OOD 
acres  of  land  for  tbe  purpose  of  iDtend  in- 
provement,  waa  twice  read,  593. 

a  resohition  was  offered  to  allow  50(^000  sera  of 
bttd  to  the  State  of  Louiaana,  to  aid  in  kccpif 
open  their  water  courae%  &ct  and  unttKri 
granting  a  like  quantity  to  Mississippi,  for  pr- 
poses  of  internal  improvement. 

a  bill  granting  certain  public  lands  to  (he  SWei  of 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Louislsns,  tsken 
discussed,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  lOSt; 
again  taken  up  and  discussed,  am  Isid  on  Ik 
table,  1092. 

Interest  on  protested  drafts,  a  resolution  to  authoriic  ik 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  allow  interest  is  cotM 
cases;  laid  on  the  table,  954. 

Iran  for  rail  roads,  (Su  Bail-roada.) 

Judges,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciatj  Coainiliff 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prorifift 
mure  permanent  tenure  of  office,  or  fin- ■  difltt- 
ent  mode  ot'appointing  them;  agreed  to,  463. 

Judiciary,  the  gcneni  appropiwtion  bill  under  coiuidfn- 
tlon;  the  increased  expense*  of  courts  dinuiK. 

the  proposed  increased  appropriation  nrgilH-pc. 

79i 

a  motion  curried,  to  reconsider  the  sbove  ^<^i 

:» 

resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary  C<Hninilt«u 
inquire  if  an^  further  measures  be  nrcewn 
enforce  the  judgment  or  decreeBoftheSu|iTT« 
Courtj  agreed  to,  964. 
Johnston,  honorable  Charles  C.  one  of  tlie  mfinbr"'' 
the  House  of  Representatives^  from  Vwgini*.'* 
death  announced;  measures  taken  fbrluif'*' 
nil,  1093. 

Land  Patents,  the  Vice  Prendent  liud  before  tlie  Se»^ 
a  report  from  the  Commismonrr  of  tlieCwnl 
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Land  Office,aUtiog  that  there  are  10,590  patents 
waiting'  for  the  ugnature  of  the  President,  1119. 
LandjPublic.  a  bill  from  the  Committee  qn  Public  Lands, 
for  redudng  the  price  of  lands,  was  taken  up 
mmI  conddered]  seren^'^Te  cents,  as  the  price 
per  acre,wu  stricken  out,  and  flIW  cents  inaert- 
edi  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading. 

resolution  proposing  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Uanu&ctures  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
diatributmg  the  lands,  or  the  proceeds  thereof, 
among  the  several  States;  laid  on  the  table,  638. 

the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  several  laws  to  ifispose  of  public 
lands  were  considered,  one  of  them  agreed  to, 
and  the  other  laid  on  the  table,  647;  it  was  again 
conndered,  and  agreed  to,  6S4. 

Mr.  Clay's  bill  for  appropriating,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands 
amongst  the  several  States;  read  the  first  time, 

785. 

a  motion  made  to  take  up  Mr.  Clay's  bill  for  the 
parpoM  of  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  the  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was 
carried,  and  the  motion  to  refer  it  as  proposed, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  870;  resumed  903,  and 
motion  carried;  reported  the  Land  Committee, 
931;  bill  taken  up  and  diacuMed,  1096, 1129, 
and  passed,  1132. 

the  bill,  to  proTtde  ferthe  appointment  of  a  Re- 
corder of  the  General  Land  Office,  was  consi- 
dered, and  laid  on  the  table,  902;  bill  called  up, 
amended,  and  laid  on  the  table,  1059;  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  the  question 
on  engrossment  was  reconsidered,  and  the  b1U 
was  recommitted  to  the  Land  Committee,  1126; 
the  bill  was  again  considered,  amended,  an<l 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  1138,  and  pasted. 
Laurens,  Otdonel  Jtdin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  per- 
■onal  representatives,  llOt  laid  on  the  table, 
113;  taken  up,  discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  939. 

Lewis,  John,  Jr.,  abill  for  faia  relief,  to  refund  the  amount 
of  certain  dutieii  coiuidcred  and-  kid  on  the 
table,  902. 

List  of  the  Senators,  2. 

X^owrie's,  Mr.  (Clerk  of  the  Senate,)  refutation  of  a  cer- 
tuo  charge  reported  against  him,  8. 

Mi)itia,resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on,  to  inquire 
into  the  ezpe^ncy  of  a  new  organization  ot,  6. 

Mint,  the  annual  report  of  the  directors,  106. 

Mitchell,  honor^le  G.  E.,  from  Maryland,  the-annunda- 
tioD  cf  his  deatiii  orders  for  Us  funeral.  Sec., 

1155. 

Navy,  a  bill  providing  for  the  compensation  of  the  Pur- 
sers, taken  up,  discussed,  aniUaid  on  the  table, 

45,  56. 

Commissioners  of,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  their  duties;  read  a  second  time,  49;  agun 
taken  up,  discussed,  and  postp<»)ed,  5is. 

Agents,  a  Dill  for  tile  GompciHatNnofi  ordered  to  a 
tUrd  reading,  55. 
Northeastern  boundary,  resolution  calling  on  the  Pren- 
dent  to  know  whether  fiirther  negotiatitm  is  pro* 
posed  in  regard  to  this  subject,  5t  the  resolution 
called  up,  and  transferred  to  the  Executive 
Journal,  6. 

reiohitioM  callii^  on  the  President  for  the  ar- 
rangement made  with  Great  Britain  on  this  sub- 
ject, 108. 


Preudent's  messages  to  the  Senate,  iii  relation 

thereto,  1386, 1387, 1388, 1389. 
proceedings  and  debates  thereon,  1367,  1394. 

Officers  of  the  Senate,  (See  ekeUon  of.) 

Order,  pmnts  of,  decided,  105.  333,  651,  €60,  740,  796, 

950,  1277, 1281,  1295. 
Ordnance,  abill  providing  for  the  better  Mganization  of 

the  Corp^  taken  op  and  passed,  65. 

Patents,  extension  of,  a  bill  authorising  letters  patent  to 
be  issued  to  Thomas  »  and  Junes  Longt 

recommitted,  996. 
Patents,  land,  (See  Lmd) 

Patent  Office,  resolution  lor  recording  patents  for  use  fill 
inventions,  was  taken  up,  and  passed,  48ir. 

Pensions,  (Su  Revolutionary  Pauiont.) 

Peters,  Btcbard,  (Reporter,)  offered  a  proposition  for 
publishing  an  edition  of  the  law^  treaties,  &c. 
of  the  United  SUtes,  which  was  referred  to  the 
library  Cuounittee,  412. 

Pleaaanton,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  hit  relief  (Hfth  Auditor 
making  him  an  allowance  for  extra  ■crriee^  in 
acting  as  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury;)  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  900. 

Portuguese  vessels,  a  bill  to  exempt  Portugueie  vesaels 
from  the  payment  of  duties  on  tonnagei  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  796;  passed,  822. 

Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Be* 
presentatives,  to  establish  certain  post  road^ 
and  estabUsh  otbertt  the  bill  taken  up,  761f 
subject  again  resumedt  an  amendment  propoied 
and  debated,  to  abolish  newipaper  postme, 
875;  negatived,  919;  bill  ordered  to  be  engross 
ed,  919;  passed,  930. 
a  bill  introduced  to  repeal  the  postage  on  newqw- 
pers,  930;  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Post 
Office  Comndtteei  the  oonmittee  report  against 
it,  and  recommend  its  indefinite  poatp<mement, 
933;  agreed  to. 

Prendent's  fiic  simile,  {See  Landa.) 

Privilege  of  the  Senate's  officers,  a  resolution  permitting 
the  assistant  doorkeeper  of  the  Senate  to  attend 
as  a  witness  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  1127;  laid  on  the  Uble,  1138. 

Protection  of  tfie  frontier,  (See  Frontier.) 

Public  Document^  (See  Co^;remomt  Doeummb.) 

Public  Expenditures,  (See  ^trradu,) 

Rul-road,  a  bill  authorizing  a  subseription  on  the  part  of 
the  Umted  States,  to  the  stock  of  the  Baltbnore 
and  Ohio  Bail-rmd  Company  introduced,  951; 
refused  to  consider  the  bill,  954^  988. 

Randolph,  Martha,  a  bill  concerning,  introduced  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  20;  motion  to  take 
_  up  Uic  bill  negatived,  1128. 

BevcAutionafy  penuons,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  ren^tionary  army;  taken  np,  w^f^ 
considered  and  discussed,  706;  bill  taken  up, 
and  aAer  some  diacusaon,  hid  on  the  table,  737; 
again  taken  up,  761,  and  again,  919;  nMtion  to 
recommit  the  bill  negatived,  930;  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  933;  paSMd. 
a  joint  resolution  to  transfer  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  duties  impoeed  by  the  pension  bill  on 
the  Secretary  of  uie  Treasury,  wag  taken  ap, 
and  agreed  to,  1072. 
the  subject  again  taken  up,  and  the  resdution 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Peoaions,  lOSO; 
the  re*(^ion  was  again  taken  up,  and  earvicd, 

1130; 
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Richmond  pctitioR,  prarinir  for  mi  appropmtion  for  the 

remonl  of  obttructiona  in  Jums  rireri  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Bales  of  the  Semte,  a  proposition  ndtnutted  for  amending 

the  ninth  rul«,  155ttakenap,aiid  Bvdercdtob« 

printedi  175. 
a  propodUon  to  amend  the  twclflb  rule  ni  agreed 

to»  1133. 

St.  Louis  CoBeR^  a  biTt  granting  to  it  a  tovnabip  of  land, 
325\  bid  on  the  table. 

Salt,  a  hilt  to  aboiUh  the  duty  on  ahimi  motion  to  refer  tt 
to  the  CMiMiittce  on  Unance  negatrred)  referred 
to  the  Comndttee  on  Maita&ctwea,  41i  a  report 
i^ntt  the  abolition,  aiidaprofXMtion  indefioite- 
Ij  to  poatpone  Ae  bill,  ordned  to  Uc  on  the 
toble,  591. 

Mr>  Benton's  queries  respecting  the  manu&cture 
of  salt,  were  referred  to  the  C<MnmiUee  on  Ma- 
Huhetures^  333. 

memorial  feom  the  proprietots  of  the  Kenhava 
Safins  in  Tirginia,remonstrating  against  repeal- 
ing the  duty  on  inserted  salt,  was  referred . 
BpdForA  patent,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hontio  Oatea 
SptSord,  was  taken  np  and  ordered  for  m  third 
reading. 

Bpamr  dimiminating  duties  with,  (&r  Biterimituiing  du- 
Ha.) 

Spoliattens,  {SeeFimA  iftMfiafHMf.) 

^te  claims,  a  bill  proriding  for  the  setHoaent  of,  for  in- 
terest on  advances  to  ttie  United  Statcv  Airing 
the  last  war^  debated^  and  ordered  to  be  c»- 
grossed,  49. 

BtaU  De^ulment,  a  resdution  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  app^  the  baknce  which  may  remain 
after  the  completion  of  the  work  on  the  Patent 
Office,  to  the  anaiwement  of  the  papers  in  the 
State  Departnwn^  Ud  onthe  tabic,  1133. 


TsnffV  reacdution  instructing  the  Comnuttee  on  nunce  to 
Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fiung  a  rate  of 
duUes  ctp,  19. 

lesolutioii  fbr  aboKsbing  duties  on  such  articles  as 
do  not  come  in  competitkon  with  similar  articles 
produced  in  the  United  States,  55;  taken  U|k 
and  <£scuBsed,  66;  postponed,  77i  subject  re- 
sumed, 77;  again  |to^oncd,  107f  reaumed,155. 1 

report  of  the  Cemnuttee  on  Manufectures,  on  se-! 
vcral  propoMtions  referred  to  them,  connected 
witfi  the  tariff,  647- 

a  bill  introduced  by  the  Committee  on  Hanufec- 
tures,  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  read 
the  flnt  time,  870»  the  bill  taken  up,  and  amend- 
ments proposed,  whkh  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  1073. 

memorial  ftom  dttzens  of  Bovth  Carolina  sfpainst 
the  protecting  .^ritem.  ordered  to  be  printed, 

the  bai  frrantheHonseof  Representatirei^  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Manufectures,  with 
amendments,  1161;  the  bill  taken  up,  ll74i 
pMsed  1319.  A  message  from  the  House  agrees 
to  part  of  the  Senate's  amendments,  and  disa- 
grees to  others,  1330)  the  Senate  proposes  a 
conference,  13S1|  on  a  conference  ud«  the 
Comndtteeoo  the  part  of  tile  Senate  reconmend 
that  they  recede  from  all  the  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  the  Hou8e,and  adhere  to  the  amend- 
ments concurred  in  by  the  House,  which  recom- 
mendation was  agreed  to,  1293;  bill  passed. 
Tuewellr  honorable  Utueton  W.,  elected  President  pro 
tan.  of  the  Senate,  1305.  I 


Tea,  {See  duty  on.] 

Tonnage,  &c.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a 
report  of  exports,  imports,  tonnage,  kc.,  in  con- 
formity to  a  call  heretofore  mMe  upon  bim, 

875. 

Topographieal  Eapneers,  a  bill  to  orgaiUM  the  Corps  of 
Topographical  Engineen,  taken  mp,  9M)  biD 
Iwl  o»  the  table,  995. 
Treasury,  reacdution  instructing  the  Judidary  C^omnuttce 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aboEshii^  cer^ 
tain  treasury  officers,  331;  agreed  to,  333. 
resolution  requesting  the  PresidenC  to  eaue  to  be 
prepared,  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
comnuncement  of  the  next  session,  a  plan  for 
reo^^ang  the  Treasury  Depastukcnt,  agreed 

Van  Buren,  Mr.,  bis  nommation  as  Miiuiter  to  Ki^uid, 

1309. 

proeeedinn  and  debate  tbereoni  nommstion  pega- 
tirc^  ISlOt  debate  on  the  question  ISIO  to 

138& 

Vaceinatioo„a  bill  to  extend  the  benefits  of  vftccination  to 
the  IndiMHS,  laid  en  the  tabl^  791f  eoawdemtiim 
tcsuned  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  thivd  reafob 

795. 

a  motion  made  and  carried,  to  TecooMder  the  vote 
caderingthe  bill  to  a  third  reading;  the  ImH  wis 
then  amcnded»  and  recomimttedt  bill  reported 
withan  ansendmentand  p«saei^834. 
Vetoof  the  PreaideDt  <^  the  United  States,  tm  Ae  bank 
bUI.  (AsAMitf  fAsOklsrfMB^) 

WaaUngton,  Geone*  arrangemento  for  eelcbntuig  laa 
eentenniariHrtbday,  397. 
report  of  the  comiuttee,  367;  the  jmnt  reaokitioas 
considered  and  adopted,  390;  the  letter  of  ibe 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congresi^  to 
John  A.  Washington,  Esq.  for  the  rcBKml  of 
the  remains  of  Wariiingtrnt,  with  bis  replyi  abo 
Ibe  reply  of  O.  W.  F.  Custis,  414. 
Kenbrandt  Peale*B  paintim^  <^  the  pextrah  ef 
Washington;  a  resolution  instructing  tbe  Libraiy 
Committee  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
purchasing  it,  agreed  to,  867;  the  readotioB  to 
purdbase  the  |)ortrait  finally  adopted,  115A. 
resolution  proposing  to  employ  a  siritiMe  penoa 
I  to  execute  a  full  length  pedestrian  alatoe  sf 

General  Wa^ington,  in  marble;  tefierred  to  line 
Committee  on  tbe  Ijbniy^  taken  up,  and  order 
ed  to  be  ei^;roased  fbr  a  third  reading,  1137. 
resolution  proponi^  to  erect  an  equestriao  statne 
of  Washington,  executed  in  bronze.  In  the 
square  East  of  tbe  Capitol,  agreed  to,  951. 
Waiiiingtfm  Free  Bridge,  (See  J>te  J^Ae.) 
Weit  India  Trade,  resolutions  calling  on  tne  President  for 
information  respecting,  10;  rcai^ulioBa  taken 
up,  and  agma  hud  <m  m  table,  19t  agmn  tabo 
up  and  agreed  to,  SO. 
two  resotatioM  on  the  subject,  submhled  hy  Mr. 
Sprague,  336;  irithdrawa,  939. 


Yeas  and  Nays^  on  tbe  indelmite  poatponement  of  Oebdl 

for  the  armament  of  Ibrtificalions,  31. 
on  tite  reflereneecf  Om  bill  to  aboRsb  the  dnty 

alum  salt,  to  the  Coaaniittee  am  Ftoanec^  41. 
on  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  diitf  oa 

Indian  blankets,  to  the  Conndttee  on  Ib£w 

Affiur8,50. 

on  granting  leave  to  introduce  areaohition  dedsn- 
tory  of  toe  meaning  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  Ui^ted  States,  on  the  aul^ect  of  paper 
currency,  154. 
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Yeu  and  Nays,  on  •gMeing  to  the  resolutions  for  celebrat- 
ing the  centeniual  birthday  of  Washington,  377. 

on  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secreta^  of  the 
Tmiuiy  to  iDfonn  ue  House  why  certun  itate- 
nentt  in  relation  to  foreign  commerce,  hereto* 
fore  caned  Ibr,  had  not  been  fumiahed,  413. 

on  Jaying  a  resdntion  on  the  table.  calCng  on  the 
same  officer  to  say  why  be  bad  not  reported  an 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber«  1831»  calling  for  information  in  regard  to 
the  British  ColonM  trade>  413. 

on  strikinr  out  from  the  apportionment  lult  the 
oknae  or  the  ammdment  which  provides  for  the 
repreaentation  oi  fVactions,  530. 

on  ordering  to  a  third  reading,  the  apprationment 
bill.  530. 

on  agreeing  to  subscribe  for  the  Documentary  Hia- 
tal k4  3it  Bank,  of  the  United  States,  558. 

on  a  motion  to  refer  the  whole  subject  of  the  tariff 

totheConunittee  on  Agriculture,  591. 
*  on  striking  out  an  Mr.  Clay's  resolution,  propoung 
to  amend  the  tariff  bill,  except  the  word  "re- 
■olTed,"  591. 

on  a  motion  to  by  Hr.  Clay's  tariff  resolution  on 
the  table,  635. 

on  Mr.  Clay's  tariff  resolution,  as  amended,  629. 

on  Ur.  Bibb's  propo«tioa  for  instructing  the  com- 
mittee to  which  Mr.  Clay's  tariff  resolution  was 
referred,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  lowering 
tiie  price  of  the  public  hnda,  638. 

on  reconridering  Mr.  Webster's  proposed  amend* 
ment  tothe,apportionmeot  bill,  641. 

on  laying  the  tariff  bill  on  the  tabU,  678. 

on  amendment  to  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
augmenting  the  amount  allowed  for  the  expenses 
of  the  courts,  684. 

on  a  motion  to  strike  out  ftnm  tiie  appropriatimi 
bill,  that  for  a  ndMion  to  Guatemala,  774. 

on  do.  to  strike  out  the  outfit  of  a  Minister  to 
France,  781. 

on  do.  to  lajr  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill  on  table,  786. 

on  do.  to  print  5000  copies  of  Mr.  Clay's  report 
and  land  bill.  791, 

ta  do.  to  strike  out  Columbia  from  the  appropria- 
tkm  bill,  794. 

on  eoneurriiy  with  an  amendment  to  increase  the 
appropriatxn  for  the  expenses  of  the  JucUciary 
IkepaMment,  795. 

tm  me  passage  of  the  bill  for  racdnating  the  In- 
dian%796. 

on  increasing  the  appropriation  for  the  General 

Land  Office,  797. 
on  cmicurring  vith  the  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole, 

in  ftrikiiw  out  the  appropriation  of  an  outfit  to 

France,  833. 

on  a  motion  to  enable  the  Frerident  to  send  a 

Chaige  to  Venezuela,  833. 
on  do.  to  strike  out  Colombia  from  the  foreign 

miauons,  833. 
on  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to  the  apportionment 

bin,  865. 

three  tereral  questions  on  apportionment  bill,866. 
nwtioii  to  lay  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill  on  tiitle,  872. 
on  receding  from  the  amendment  for  striking  out 

ttie  appropriation  for  the  outfit  of  a  Minister  to 

France,  873, 

on  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 

Pleasanton,  900. 
on  amotion  to  refer  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill  to  the 

Comnuttee  on  Public  Landi,  907. 
on  Uw  amendment  to  tiw  Port  Office  lMl],to  aboU^ 

newq»aper  postage,  919. 
on  a  motiou  to  recommit  the  pennott  bill,  930. 


Yeas  and  Nays,  to  recede  from  Hr.  Webster's  amendment 
to  the  apportionment  bill,  9S6. 
seTCral  questions  arising  on  tite  pension  i»H, 

dS%  033. 

motion  to  take  up  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  RaU-road 

bill,  954. 

motion  on  the  bill  for  continuingthe  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  make  the  bonus 
payable  annually,  977. 
motion  to  amend  the  Indian  appropriation  bilL 

978. 

to  take  up  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail-road  bill, 

988. 

to  strike  out  of  aproposed  amendment  totbelnllfer 
continuing  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  so 
much  OS  requires  the  assent  of  the  Slates  to  the 
establishment  of  branches  within  their  limits,989. 
nine  different  questions  on  the  Uuted  Stated  Bank 

bill,  1005.  *6,  and  '7. 
on  Mr.  Benton's  propoaed  amendmentg  to  the 

Bank  bill,  1010,  Ul,  and  *13. 
on  Mr.  Harcy's  amendment,  to  same  billt  1013. 
on  Mr.  Tazewell's  amendment  to  dwrten  tbetem 

of  the  charter,  1020. 
on  Mr.  Bibb's  motion  to  strike  out  the  bonus,  and 
to  insert  in  its  stead  that  the  bank  should  make 
loans  at  five  per  cent,  1033. 
on  Mr.  Sprague's  ntotion  to  strike  out  the  bonus, 
with  a  Ttew  of  increaung  it{  a  divinon  o£  the 
motion  was  caUedfor,  1036. 
on  filling  the  blank  for  the  bonus  with  ^5^5,000, 

1043. 

tereral  other  questions  were  takeof  tbe  blank  was 

finally  filled  with  «200,000. 
on  a' motion  indefinitely  to  postpone  the  bank  bill, 

lori. 

the  engroisment  of  the  bill  for  a  tlurd  readbg, 

1071. 

the  paaswe  of  tiiebill,  10731 
an  amendment  to  tbe  bill  proridipg  satis&ction  for 

French  spoliations,  1087. 
ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill  for  tbe  reUef 

of  Horatio  Gates  Spafford,  1091. 
laying  on  tbe  table  the  bill  jpvnting  lands  to  Mis. 

Bouri,  Minsrippi,  and  Louniana,  1093. 
leave  to  take  up  uie  harbor  bill,  1093. 
gmng  into  Executive  business,  vhra  the  land  bin 

was  called  for,  1096. 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  for  making  appropria> 

tions  for  internal  improreraenta,  11^. 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  from  the  above 
bin,  1133. 

on  the  third  readiiu;  of  the  bill,  and  on  its  paa> 
awe,  1133. 

fundryqueationa  on  internal'  improvemeiiti,  1161 

on  engrossing  the  resolution  for  a  marble  statue  of 

Washington,  1137. 
to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Martha  Ran- 
dolph, 1128. 
on  sundiT  questions  on  the  land  bill,  from  page 

1160  to  1167. 
the  nassage  of  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill.  1174. 
sunary  questions  on  the  tariff  bill.  1174  to  1180, 
and  1185  to  1301,  and  1303  to  1305,  and  on  tiie 
passage  of  the  tariff  bill,  13l9|  on  a  conference 
on  do.  1221;  several  questions,  1281  to  1393. 
on  the  question  "  Shall  the  buik  bill  become  a 
law,  Prcwlent's  .veto,  notwithstanding."  1396. 
on  lundiy  questions  in  tbe»rocc«<Usgaon  Mr.  Van 

BoTcn'a  noodnation,  ISW. 
do.  on  tiw  Nortbcaitem  boundarj  question,  1386. 
do.  on  Samuel  Ovinia  nondnation,  1418. 
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Bell,  Mr.  on  tbc  appropriation  bill,  793. 

on  the  tariff;  1374. 
BcBton,  Mr.  on  aimament  of  fertifieation^  37. 

abolidUnr  tbe  duty  on  alum  lalt.  33,  36,  41,  183, 

183. 

reducing  duty  on  Indian  blanket!,  48,  50. 
erecting  barracksit  New  OrleaiM,  63. 
ordnance  bil],  65. 

in  aupport  of  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  decla- 
nimy  of  tbe  meaoinr  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  United  States,  113,153. 

reaolution  to  amend  tbe  ninth  rule  of  die  House, 

176. 

St.  LooU  College,  325.  336. 
bank  currency,  339,  333. 

subseribinr  lor  Documentary  ilistory  of  the  Bank, 

533,  536. 

the  tariff;  566^  636,  633,  664,  673,  1193,  1304, 
'  1305. 
appropriation  bill,  771. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  965,  977,  979,  1001, 
1008,  1034,  1045,  1068,  1070 
Topographical  Engineers,  994. 
bill  for  the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  frorv- 

Uer,  1078.  1066. 
public  lands  1145,  1156,  1163.  1164.  1166. 
President's  veto  on  the  bank,  1393.  1295, 1396. 
Bibb,  Mr.,  on  Mr.  Benton's  resolution  repecting  the  mean- 
ing of  the  charter  of  tbe  Bank  United  SUtei^ 

154. 

the  celebration  of  the  anhiversary  of  the  birthday 

of  Washington,  873. 
subscribing  tor  documentary  history  of  the  bank, 

534. 

tariff;  635,  639,  1177,1186. 
.  appropriation  bill,  773,  830. 
pension  bill,  869. 
newspaper  postage.  875,  903,  907. 
Bank  o^  the  United  States.  996,  1033,  1033. 
Northeastern  boundary,  1398. 
Brown,  Mr.,on  the  election  of  attatn  of  the  Senate. 

7,  8. 

on  reducing  the  duty  on  Indian  blanketi,  51. 
tariff,  673,  l3ia 
Bank  of  the  JUnited  States.  1043. 
Hr.  Van  Buren'a  nomination,  1333, 1383. 
Buckner,Ur.,  on  reducing  the  duty  on  Indian  blankets, 

53. 

h\r.  Benton's  resolution  respecting  tbe  charter  of 

the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  150. 
subscribing  for  Documentary  History  of  the  Bank, 

547. 

tariff,  630. 

pennon  bill,  765. 

In^an  vaodna6on  bill,  791.  795. 

apportionment  bill,  936. 

Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  975.  1044. 

reappropriation  of  unexpended  balancei^  993. 

Ull  for  the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  fron- 
tier. 1078,  1087. 

bill  granting  lands  to  Missouri,  Stisrisrippi,  and 
Louisiana,  1093. 

taking  up  the  land  bill,  1096. 

internal  improvements,  1181. 


Chambers,  Mr.,  on  election  of  officers  of  the  aeDBte,6,r. 
on  reducing  the  duty  on  tea,  18. 
State  Claims,  47,  48. 

Mr.  Benton's  resolution  respecting  tfie  neauagof 
-the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Uiuted  Stately  151. 

Colomzation  Society,  644. 

appropriation  bill.  772,  775,  777,  793,  803. 

motion  to  refer  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill  to  tbe  Conuait- 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  871. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  road,951. 

on  pnmdipg  satisftction  for  French  misliaa^ 

1081,  10^  2063. 

tariff;  1199.  1331. 

free  bridge  over  tbe  Potomac,  1396. 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  nomination,  1314. 
Northeastern  boundary,  1396. 
Ctay,  Ur.,  on  reducing  the  duty  on  tea,  15. 

on  refierring  the  bill  for  aboliahinr  the  duty  ea 

alum  salt,  33,  35,  183,  185. 
reducing  the  duty  on  Indian  blankets,  53. 
bis  resolution  for  abolishing  certun  tarHT  diiliti^ 
66.  105,  106.  257,  296,  607,  610;  656,  670. 
resolutions  respecting  Northeastern  bouDdsry,109. 
report  on  celebrating  the  centeaoial  amuvensiy 

of  Washington's  birthday,  S68. 
on  the  resolution  for  celebrating  die  day,  375. 
appotionment  bill,  640. 
Cwmiwtion  Society,  641. 

appropriation  bill,  766,  767,  768,  771,  773,  77^ 

778,  781,  783,  791,  792,  830. 
motion  to  refer  his  land  bill  to  the  Contnyttce  si 

Public  Lands,  870,  883,  904. 

Kiin(Hi  bill,  930. 
nk  United  States^  953,  975,  979,  1018, 103S, 
1035,  1044. 
exempting  rail  road  iron  from  duty,  990. 
tariffWll.  1073,  1154,  1174,  1175,  1176,  1177, 
1180, 1186,  1195, 1199,  1304, 1319,  1330^  137i^ 
1276,  1277,  1378,  1381, 1283, 1286. 
French  ^fdiations,  1081,  1083. 
bill  granting  land  to  the  States  of  BAisaoniv  Waia 

uppi,  and  Louisiana,  1091,  1092. 
taldng  up  the  land  bill.  1094,  1095. 
die  land  l>ill,  1096,  1129,  1160,1161.  1163,  I16S, 

1166, 1I9Q. 

internal  improvements,  1120,  1133. 
'         the  bill  to  appcnnt  a  Recorder  to  the  lAnd  Ofic^ 

IISS. 

day  of  humiliation  and  prayer,  1130. 
Prendent'sveto  on  the  bank,  1365, 1393,  1391^ 
free  bridge  over  the  Potomac,  1397. 
Mr.  Van  Buren'i  ncHiiination,  1330, 1353. 
Nordieastem  boundary,  1413. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  515,  517,841. 
the  appropriation  bil),  807,  813,  839. 
newspaper  postage,  878,  918. 
Bank  United  States,  975,  993,  1031,  lOM^  1035. 
internal  improvements,  1133. 
tariff*  biU,  1221. 

President's  veto  on  die  Bank  bill,  1258. 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  aomini^on,  1318. 
Northeastern  boundary,  1590. 

Dalhu^Mr.,oB  Hr. Benton's moluttondedmtecy of tki 
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neaiiiiir  of  the  chuter  of  the  United  States* 

Bank,  Sm. 
Bank  currency,  333,  333. 
the  tariff,  462,  668, 678,  1384. 
the  apportionment  bill,  835. 
bill  to  modify  and  continue  (be  act  to  incorporate 

Bank  of  United  States,  943,  1014,  1016, 1039. 
exempting  Rail-road  iron  from  duty,  990. 

Dickerson,  Mr.,  on  the  bill  for  abolishing  the  duty  on 

alum  salt,  SS,  39.  183. 
compensation  of  Puraers  in  the  Navy,  46. 
reducing  the  duty  on  Indian  blankets,  49,  51. 
the  Tariff,  104,  105.  106,155,618,  651.  670,  678, 

1073,  1174.  1175,  1180.1185.  1186.  1189.  1190. 

1191, 1193.  1193,  1194,1301.  1S30^  1375.  1378. 

1279. 1283 i 

asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee 
for  celebrriing  the  centennial  oirthday  of  Wash- 
ton,  328. 

on  the  resolution  for  observing  the  day,  375. 

Apportionment  bill,  522,  859,  954. 

report  from  the  Committee  on  Manubcturei.  in 

relation  to  the  tariff,  647. 
on  exemptine  RaiUroad  iron  from  duty,  990. 
extension  of  Patents  996. 
Dudley,  Mr.,  on  the  bill  rei^propriaUng  unexpended 

balances,  993. 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  1000. 
Tariff  biU.  1191. 

Ewing.  Ur.  on  resolutions  reqKCting  Northeaatem  boun- 
dary.  109. 
the  Tariff.  416, 1185,  1199. 
the  pension  bill,  868. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  1033. 
Public  Lands,  1133. 
President's  veto  on  the  Bank  bill,  1348. 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  nomination,  1335. 
Northeastern  boundary,  1395. 

Foot, Mr.,  on  SUte  cUinu,  49. 

resolution  to  amend  the  ninth  rule  of  the  Bouae, 

175. 

apportionment  bill.  510, 
the  Tariff,  630.  668,  1191,  1390. 
the  increased  expenses  of  Courts,  679. 
Revolutionary  pension  bill,  706,  707,  919. 
Appropriation  bill,766,  773.  798. 
newspaper  postage,  878,  883,  884. 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  979,  1035,  1036. 
TopiMfraphical  Bngineers.  995. 
llr.  Van  Buren's  nomination.  1337. 
Forsyth,  Hr.,  on  State  claims,  48. 

erecting  Barracks  at  New  Orleans.  55,  65. 

on  the  Tariff,  105,  106,  620.  634,  635.  626,  650, 

651,  1204,  1290. 
Mr.  Benton's  resolution  respecting  the  meaning  of 

the  charter  of  the  Bank  United  Stntes.  151, 153, 

153. 

on  celebrating  the  centennial  anniretaary  of  the 

birthday  of  Washington,  370,  375. 
Apportionment  bl1I,517. 
Colonial  Trade,  709,  710. 

Appropriation  bill,  772,  775,  778,  783,  792,  799. 

801.  802,  812,  816.  817.  833,  936. 
Bank  United  States,  980.  989, 1038,  1044,  1045. 
taking  up  Uie  Land  bill,  1094. 
Internal  Improvements,  1130.  1133. 1181,  1184. 
Harbor  bUi;  1167. 

Free  Bridge  over  the  Potomac,  1297. 

Hr.  Van  Buren's  nomination,  1244,  1356,  1375. 

1383. 

Frelinghuysen,  Mr..on  the  apportionment  bill.  536,  559. 
subicriUng  for  I>ocumentary  History  of  the  Bank, 

533, 


Frelinghuysen.  Mr.,  on  purchanng  Pealc's  portrwt  of 
Waihmgton,  866,1155. 
Pension  bUl,  762.  937. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  978. 
reappropnating  unexpended  balancei^  993. 
Bank  United  States,  1023. 
Insolvent  Debtors' bill,  1090. 
Day  of  Humiliation  and  Prayer.  1131. 
Tariff  bill,  1199. 
'  Mr.  Van  Buren's  nomination.  1384. 

Qrundy,  Mr.,  on  resolutions  relative  to  the  Northeastera 
bouiidary.  108.109. 
the  Tariff,  393,  1154,  1306.  1331. 
Revolutionary  pennon  bill,  708.  763. 
on  the  Post  Office  and  posUge,  877,  885. 
Bank  United  Sutes,  953,  1013.  1033. 
Internal  Improvements,  1131. 
Land  bill.  1161,  1162. 
Northeastern  boundary,  1397. 

Hayne,  Mr.,  on  the  election  of  ofRcers  of  tlie  Senate,  8. 
onr^udngtbe  dutron  tea.  16. 
Armament  of  Fortificationi^  39, 
aboli^ing  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  33. 
providing  for  compensation  of  Pursers  in  the  Na- 
vy. 45. 

erecting  barracks  at  New  Orleans,  64. 

the  Tariff.  75.  77,  104,  174,  356,  344,  607.  621, 

626.  652,  1175,  1177,  1178.  1179,  1180,  1185, 

1186,  1190,  1191.  1192,  1193,  1195.1200, 1301. 

1203,  1304,  1207,  1379,  1280,  1383,1384.  1389, 

1390.  1S92. 
apportionment  bill.  517.  526. 
Colonization  Society.  642,  646. 
Itevolutionary  pension  bill,  706, 708. 
Appropriation  bill,  782,  800. 
Pension  bill,  869. 

Bank  United  States,  977,  993.  994,  1017.  1030, 

1033,  1044. 
exempting  Rail-Toad  iron  fromduU-,  990. 
Topograptiical  Engineers,  994.  995. 
extension  of  PatentA,  996. 

bill  for  the  protection  of  the  Nortbvestem  fron- 
tiers, 1078.  1086. 
Insolvent  Debtora'  bill,  1090. 
Internal  Improvements,  1130,  1184. 
Land  bill,  1139,  1163,  1164,  1165. 
on  an  outfit  for  a  Minister  to  France.  1397. 
Mr.  Van  Burrn's  nomination.  1860. 
Hendricks,  Mr.,  on  the  tariff,  614,  618,  625,  637. 

reappropnating  tmezpended  balances,  991,  993. 
bill  for  the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  fron- 
tier, 1077. 

bill  granting  hinds  to  Missouri.  Mississippi,  and 

Louiinuia.  1093. 
Land  bill,  1165, 1166. 
Hill,  Mr.,  N.  H..  on  the  tariff,  337,  !e98. 

siibscribii^  for  Documentary  Histoiy  of  the  Bank, 

531,  533. 
Apponionment  bill,  863. 
newspaper  postage,  907, 930. 
Bank  United  States,  1056. 
Holmes.  Mr.,  on  British  Colonial  Trade,  34. 
Armament  of  Fortiftcations,  29. 
the  tariff,  194^  353,  608,  610.  658,  1186.  1104^ 

1380^  1381,  1389. 
the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anraversary  of 

Washington's  birthday,  374. 
subscribing  for  Documentary  Htstory  of  Bank,534. 
Colonial  Trade,  711.  740. 

Appropriation  bUI.  770,  774,  776,  780^  793;  794, 

BOO. 

Pension  bill.  867,939,  930. 
Post  Office  bill,  885, 930. 
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Hol«c^  Mr.,  on  referring  Mr.  CUy'*  l^iul  Un  to  die 
Ltnd  Committee,  9O0t 
exteiMKMi  of  Patently  996. 
Bftnk  United  SUtei.  1028. 
French  Spoliations,  10B3, 
Ituolrent  DebtoiV  bill.  1089. 
bill  to  appoint  e  Beeoider  to  ImA  Office,  llti. 
Land  bill,  1139. 

Mr.  Van  Bwen*s  nomination,  1309,  1310. 
Northeaitem  boundaiy,  1390.  1S98. 

Johniton,  Mr-,  on  Bank  curreocjr,  333. 

■ubacribinr  for  Docuotentanr  HiitMy  of  ttie  Bank, 

534^  538. 

Bank  United  States,  980,  10S7. 

bill  granting  lands  to  iGnoori,  Winlmiinii.  and 

Louisiana,  1093. 
Land  bill,  109S,  1163. 

Kan^  Mr.,  on  Mr.  Benton's  reaolutkin,  leapecting  the 
meantnr  of  the  charter  of  Bank  Uiuted  States, 

154. 

the  Tarifl;  636. 

Colonial  Trade,  711. 

Bank  United  States,  993. 

for  the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  frontier, 

1077,1086. 

billtoappoint  aBecorderto  the  Land  OAoe,1136. 
Land  bill,  1129.  1160. 
Kii^i  Mr.,  on  Mr.  Benton's  resolution  respecting  the 
meaning  of  the  charter  Bank  United  States,  164. 
SL  Louis  College,  335,  236. 
Tariff,  6ir.  661,  1186, 1303,  1306, 1331, 1393. 
Appropriation  bill,  778,  831. 
on  referring  Mr.  Clay's  Land  bill  to  the  Comndttee 

on  Public  Lands,  870,  871.  883,  903. 
reappropriating  unexpended  balances,  993. 
on  the  Land  bill,  1095,  1160.  1161,  1163. 
bill  to  appointa  Recorder  to  the  Land  Office.  1135. 
Knigbt,  Mr.,  (R.  1.)  on  the  Tariff,  344»  377, 1187,  1188, 

1193. 

BankUmtedSUtes,  1043. 

Manntm,  Mr.,  on  the  tariff,  S03,  663,  1377,  1378,  1383, 

1S91. 

Appropriation  bill,  803. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bail-road,  953. 

Bank  United  Sbtes.  1033,  1030. 

Internal  Improrements,  1183,  1184. 

Northeastern  boundaiy,  1395. 
Marey,  Mr.  on  Mr.  Benton's  resolutum  respecting  the 
meaning  of  the  Uiuted  States'  Bank  charter,153. 

Apportionment  bill,  503. 

Tariff,  608,  676,  1188. 

Revolutionary  penuon  bill,  708. 

Bank  United  States,  977, 1013,  1033. 

extenrion  of  Patent  995. 

Insolvent  Debtor*'  bill,  1089. 

Mr.  Van  Buren'a  nomination,  1313,  1335,  1356. 
MiUtf,  Mr.,  on  Mr.  Benton's  resolution  respecting  the 
meaning  of  the  Uiuted  States^  Bank  duuter,153. 

Tcaidution  to  amend  the  luntb  rule  of  the  House, 

175. 

the  Tariff,  438,  655,  659,  660. 1193,  1303, 1383. 
Appropriation  bill,  774,  776,783,  833. 
Baltimore  and  Otiio  Rail-road,  951. 
Bank  United  States,  994. 
taking  up  the  Land  bill,  1095. 
Internal  Improvements,  1183,  1183. 
Mr.  VanBuren'finomtnatim,  1367,  1383. 
Northeastern  boundary,  1396. 
Moore,  Mr.,  (Ala.)  on  the  Tariff,  559,  1304. 
Bank  United  States,  964,  980,  104S. 
Ukiiw  up  the  Land  bill,  1096. 
Land  bill  1139,  11S6. 
Mr.  VanBuren's  noodnation,  1385. 


Poindexter,  Mr.,aa  the  Tariff,  619,635, 1154.  llK,m, 

1284,  1390. 

Appropriation  biD,  793,  797. 

printing  the  report  of  Bank  Coounitte^  899. 

Dill  granting  lands  to  Missotni,  Uataqip^  wA 

Louisiana,  1093. 
the  Land  bill,  1095.  1096. 1139.  llflO^  116S.U6I, 

lift. 

bin  to  q>point  n  Becorder  to  the  Land  oace,1116. 
Mr.  Van  Buren^  nondnation,  1339. 

Bobbins,  Mr.,(R.  I.)  on  the  tariff,  490. 

DocumentarrRistorT,  of  ttie  Bank,  530. 

bill  for  refief  of  Col.  Laurens,  939. 
Robinson,  Mr.,  on  tfie  tariff,  631. 

the  pension  bill,  867. 

the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  ftonfio',  1086. 
LandbiU,  1166, 1167. 

Silsbec,  ]b.,on  the  apportionment  bill,  518. 

the  Tariff,  IIM,  1304. 
Smith,  Mr.,  on  reducing  the  du^  on  Tea,  14. 

on  British  Colonial  Trade,  30. 

on  Armament  of  Fortificatitnuh  36,  26, 31. 

redudng  the  du^  on  Indian  blsnket%  53. 

erecting  bairacks  at  New  Oiieaos,  58. 

the  Tanff,  186, 396,  397,  675;  117S;  1188;  1191, 

1194. 

Bank  currency,  333. 

subscribing  iot  Documentaiy  HiatiBy  ofdte 

Revolutionary  pension  bill,  708;  763. 
Colonial  Trade,  709.  710,  766. 
Appropri^biU,  769,  775, 77^  783, m 79S, 
i,p^        ^  '797,80(l;n^aJO. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bait-road,  951. 
allowing  intereat  on  protested  drafb,  954. 
Bank  Uiuted  States,  965.  103X,  1038, 1M7. 
exempting  Rail-road  iron  from  da^,990. 
Top<4;ra^cal  Engineers,  995. 
Internal  Improvements,  1181, 1183. 
Free  Bridge  over  the  Potomac,  USV- 
Mr.  Van  Buren'a  nwitiiiatiim,  1358.' 
Sprague,  Ifr.,  on  his  resolutions  cawng  on  the 

for  the  arrangement  made  rejecting  the  Nortt- 

eastern  boundary,  108. 
celebrating  the  centennial  ani^renaty  of  Ibe  birtk 

day  of  Washington,  371. 
Apportionment  bilt,53S. 
Tanff.  595. 

Colonbl  Trade,  685,  709, 710.  766.  939. 
Vaccination  of  the  Indians,  795. 
Bank  United  SUtet  989.  1004^  lOW,  103J,  IMl 
Northeastern  boundary,  1387,  1389, 139r,  l3» 

TaxeweU,  Mr.,on  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  reproeD- 
tatives  of  Col.  Laurens,  110, 943- 
asked  to  be  excused  from  aenring  on  the  C^^^'f 
for  celebrating  the  centenmaTlMrtiiditT  of  WsB- 

ii^n,  297. 
on  (he  reaoluticu  for  celebrating  the  day,  371. 

TuMT,  611.635,  676.1078,  llf4»  "7*"M2" 

1198,119»- 

Appropriation  bill,  769,770,781,784,813. 
Bank  United  States,  989,  1014,  101*  10",  1«» 
taking  up  the  Land  bill,  1094. 
Day  of  Humiliation  and  Prayer,  1131. 
Land  bill,  1166. 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  nomination,  1309. 
Northeastern  boundary,  1390 . 
Tipton,  Mr  ..on  the  biU  making  appropristiiws  ftj  «■« 
dian  Department,  for  the  year  183*,  *[[\. 
ftr  the  protection  of  Oie  Northwestern 

1075,  1083. 

Harbor  bill,  1156. 
Land  bUI,  1166. 
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Tomlinson,  Mr.,  on  Internal  Improretncnta,  1181.  1184. 
Troup,  Mr.,Mlced  to  be  excused  from  Mrnne  on  the  Com- 
mittee fur  celebrating  the  centenntu  birth  day  of 
Waaliington,  297. 
Tyler,  Mr.,  on  Mr.  Ctay*s reiolution  foraboUsliingcertain 
tariff  duties,  105. 
Hr.  Benton's  resolution  in  rehtion  to. the  dwrter 

Bank  United  States.  150. 
the  Tariff,  335,  344,  1188. 

the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniverKiry  of 

Wasliington'i  birthday. 
Appropriation  bill,  777,  794,  827. 
Bank  United  SUtes.  1025. 
French  Spoliations,  1083. 
on  presenting  the  nichnaond  petition,  1093. 
Internal  Improvements,  llSl. 
Free  Bridge  over  the  Potomac  1S97. 

Webster,  Mr., on  the  report  ofthe  Committee  of  Finance, 
.on  reducing  tlie  duty  on  Tea,  13. 
Mr.  Benton's  resolution  respecting  the  meaning  of 
the  charter  of  tlie  Umted  SUtes'  Bank,152,153. 
the  celebration  of  the  centennial  onniversaty  of 

the  birthday  of  Washington,  370. 
Appoitionmeut  bill,  487,  ^02,  513,  596,  558,  641, 
■  834,  934,  936. 

Colonial  Trade,  19,  709,  710,  711. 
Appropriation  bUI,784,  799,  801.  829,  832. 
bill  for  continuing  tbe  Bank  United  States.  950. 
953,  ^54,  964,  965,  977,  979,  981,  989,  990, 
1020, 1031. 
extens'oQ  of  F^nls,  995,  996. 


Webster,Mr.,  on  die  Tariff,  1079,  1178,1179.  1 197.1199, 
1206,  1221,1278,  128S,  1284,  1289- 
French  Spoliations,  1081. 
InsolventDebtors'  bill,  1090. 
Internal  Improvementf,  1120^  1131. 
bill  to  appoint  a  Recorder  of  tbe  Land  Office* 

112*. 

Land  bill,  1160,  1165. 

on  the  Prendent's  veto  on  the  Bank  biU,  1330, 

1331^ 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  nomination,  1329,  1866. 

Northeastern  boundary,  1396: 
White,  Mr.,aaked  tobe  excuaed  from  serving  on  tbe  Com- 
mittee forcelebratii^  the  centennial  Inrthday  of 
Washington,  297. 

Appottionment  bUl,630,  934. 

Tariff. 

Pension  bill,  762,  764. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  978. 
Bank  United  States,  1033,  1048,  1064. 
taking  up  the  Land  bill,  1094^  1096. 
Internal  Improvements,  1131. 
Prestdent'K.  veto  of  the  Bank  bill,  1340. 

Wilkins,  Mr.,  on  Hr.  Clay's  resolution  for  alxdidiiag  cer- 
tain Tariff  duties.  107. 
Mr.  Benton's  resolution  respecting  the  meaning  erf 

the  charter  of  the  Bank  UnKedState^  153. 
Tariff.  606, 607,  1250, 1274.  1275, 1277,  138T. 
French  SpoUationa,  1062. 
Inwlvent  Debtors'  bill.  1090. 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  I.N  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Accounts,  Committee  of,  a  resolution  instructing  the  com- 
mittee to  order  to  be  pud  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  to  members,  the  money  received  for  checks 
drawn  by  J.  O.  Dunn,  late  Sei-geant-At-Arms, 
which  he  had  failed  to  pay  over  to  themt  agreed 
to,  3809. 

Adjournment,  resolution  fixing  the  9tb  of  July  for  ad- 
journment, 3730;  agreed  to,  3809. 

Admission  of  Ladies,  a  resolution  to  adcnit  them  to  the 
privileged  seatii  in  lUe  Hallf  laid  on  the  table, 
3678. 

Agents,  Indian,  (See  fndiatu.) 

Alexandria  Aqueduct  and  Canal,  the  bill  on  this  subject 
taken  up,  2748;  rejected,  2754;  a  motion  made 
and  carried  to~ reconsider  tUe  bill,  3081f  again 
taken  up,  3101;  and  passed,  3102. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  resolution  touching  the 
electioh  of  the  President  and  Vice  President, 
1963;  taken  up,  2164;  agreed  to  commit  the  re- 
solution to  Committee  of  the  Wliole,  and  after- 
wards recommitted  to  a  select  committee;  the 
committee  reported,  and  tlie  report  was  commit- 
ted to  a  CommHtee  of  the  WlioIe,  3102. 

Aiimuties,  Indian,  {See  Aiiiant.) 

Apportionment  Bill,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  apportionment 
of  representatives  according  to  the  fifth  census, 
introduced,  1531;  passed,  1820. 
the  Senate's  amendments  taken  up,  2620;  again  re- 
sumed. 3039;  disagreed  to,  3058. 
Appropriation  Bill,  the  general,  2166;  passed,  2198. 

amendment!  of  the  Senate  taken  up,  3634,  and 
agreed  to 

bill  for  ft  final  settlement  of  the  several  States  for 
YoK.  vin.— H. 


interest  on  advances  to  the  United  Statei  during 

the  last  war,  passed,  3914. 
Appropriations,  Indian,  {See  htditms.) 
Arkansas  Salt  Springs,  a  bill  introdnced  to  uitborixeHie 

leasing  of  the  springs,  2311. 
Army  Officers,  a  bill  reported  for  the  pay  of  the  officers 

of  the  arn^,  inferred  to  tbe  Committee  of  the 

whole  on  the  ftate  of  the  Union,  1446. 
»  reeohitim  inatrueting  the  Comndttee  on  Military 

Afbin  to  inqidre  into  the  expedieney  of  cnlisl- 

uig  minora,  1469;  q[reed  t<^  1474. 

Rank  of  the  United  States,  a  motion  to  refer  tiiat  portion 
of  the  Prendent's  message  which  relates  to  this 
aubject  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
ratherthan  ton  select  commHtee,  1438;  agreed 
to.  1433. 

the  memorial  of  tbe  president  and  directors,  pray- 
if^  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  1583;  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  1539. 

memorial  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylrania'in  fiivor  of 
rechartering  Bank  United  States,  1598;  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  in- 
Btructien^  1598. 

the  Comndttee  trf  Ways  and  Heans.  to  whom  the 
memorial  of  the  Bank  was  referred,  reported  a 
bill  to  renew  and  modify  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  wascommitted,  1780. 

resolution  of  Mr.  Clayton,  proponng  a  committee 
to  examine  tbe  affairs  of  the  Bank,  1846;  amend- 
ed and  agreed  to.  2164. 

report  of  the  majnity  of  the  committee.  (Sec  thr 
^fypauHx,  33.) 
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Bank  V.  Stafet,  report  of  minority  on  the  Btnk,  (^See  Ap- 
pendix.) 

a  Dill  from  the  Senate  to  renew  and  modify  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StutcH  was 
twice  read  and  debated,  3454;  renimed,  35071 
again  taken  up,  3835{  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, andoHMd,  3853. 
Bank.  National,  (JSee  NaUonat  Bank.) 
Breach  Privily,  letter  from  Mr.  Stanberry,  member 
from  Ohio,  to  the  Speaker,  stating^  that  an  attack 
bad  been  made  upon  him  by  Samuel  Houston, 
late  of  TennciseF,  3512;  a  resolution  proposing' 
to  take  HoustOR  into  custody,  agreed  to  3539; 
report  of  cammittec,  3550;  conc\irred  with,  355J; 
Houston  brought  to  tlie  bar  of  the  House,  and 
the  trial  commencca,  3563]  postponed  on  account 
of  the  indisposition  of  bis  counsel,  3631f  Hous- 
ton's defencr,  2810}  TCflolutiun  declaring  Hons- 
ton  guilty  of  a  contempt  and  violation  of  tliv  pri- 
vilegcB  of  the  House,  agreed  to^  3014?  also  a 
resolution  directing  him  to  be  reprimanded  by 
the  Speaker,  3017;  Hoaston's  written  address 
to  the  House,  3030;  the  reprimand  of  Houston 
by  the  Speaker,  3031. 

another,  Mr.  Cooke,  a  member  from  Ohio,  charged 
E.  S.  Davis  with  sending  him  a  challenge,  for 
having  asked  him  what  ne  termed  an  imperti* 
nent  question  when  giving  bii  evidence  in  Hous- 
ton's case,  3033f  a  motion  made  to  refer  ttte 
matter  to  a  select  committee,  30^4;  negatived, 

3036. 

Breakwater  on  Lake  Champbun,  a  petition  asking  for  an 
appropriation  for  forming  it,  1445;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Intemat  Improvements. 

Bridge  over  the  (Muo  at  Wbeelit^,  a  resolution  instruct, 
ing  the  Committee  on  Internal  lmproTemcnts,to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  one; 
afireed  to,  1450. 
a  bill  introduced  for  constructing  this  bridge  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  2206. 

Bridge  over  the  Potomac,  a  hill  to  alter  the  bridge  and 
draw  at  Washington,  passed,  3914. 

Buffalo  and  New  Orleans  Road,  a  resolution  directing  the 
Committee  on  Intemul  Improvements  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  constructing  such  a  road, 
was  rejects,  2350;  motion  to  reconnder  the  de- 
cision negatived,  2384. 


Canals  and  Roads,  (See  Baadt  md  Canait.') 

Cannon  and  Sho^  contracts  for,  a  restdution  calfing  on 
the  Secretatyof  Warfbra  statement  of  coMttacts 
madfe  for  these  articles  from  1820  to  the  present 
time,  ^^ed  to,  1817. 

Census,  progress  made  in  taking  the  fifth,  1423. 

aggregate  amount  of  each  deacriptiott  of  persons, 
1432,  (,SeejSpportionmmt.) 

Centennial  Birthday,  {See  Wa^ngion.) 

Chesi^teake  and  Ohio  Canal,  a  memorial  from  Pennsylva- 
nia prating  Congress  to  autliorize  a  subscription 
of  s  ndlton  of  dollars  towards  constructing  the 
'  western  section  of  this  canal,  laid  on  the  table,  3913 

Chickasaw  Trea^,  (&e  Indiatu.) 

Cholera,  Asiatic,  a  resolution  introduced  appropriating 
950,000  to  be  expended  under  the  authority  of 
the  PreHdenttopreaerve'tbepeopleofthiscoun. 
try  from  the  disease]  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
in  order  to  take  ^p  this  resolution  was  negatived, 

3677 

a  resolution  received  from -the  Senate  proposing  a 
day  of  humiliation  and  prayer  in  reference  to  a 
del  iiverancc  from  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  3833 
agreed  to,  3887. 
Clums  for  captured  pi-operty,  a  resolution  proposing  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
prov'uiiun  for  carrying  into  effect  theactof  1816, 

1501 


Coins  and  Currency,  ComouUee  on  C«ns  Instructed  toin- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pTOBipt 
payment  for  bullion  at  tlie  mint,  3207;  agreed  to 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  2327. 
Collector  of  Wiscasset,  {See  Offidai  Corruption.') 
Colonization  of  free  negroes,  aresohition  proposing  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expedicncj  of  making 
an  Kppropriation  for  tlic  purpose  of  removii^ 
tliem  to  Aiiica.  1537;  postponed.  1538;  refer- 
red to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
New  Jersey  memorial,  1676. 
a  memorial  from  the  New  Jersey  Society  prijirg 
for  an  appropriation  in  favor  of  cc^inizatiofi, 
1673;  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
memoriab  from  Kentucky,  and  one  front  Derson* 
in  England,  in  favor  of  colonixation.  3332;  co^ 
of  the  English  memorial,  3350;  which  was  «ith- 
dawn. 

Columbia,  District  of,  a  resolution  proposing  to  inMmct 
the  District  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
*ency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  eltc- 
tion  of  a  delegate  to  Congress^  1449,  agreed  to. 
several  bills  relating  to  the  Distiict,  3475;  taken  ap. 
3077,  and  passed. 
Colnmbia  College,  a  bill  to  bestow  a  prntion  of  ktt  in 
Washington,  on  the  college  taken  up,  discuacd 
and  passed,  3210. 
Commercial  intercourse  with  Colombia,  a  bill  to  give  tf- 
fcct  to  a  commercial  arrangement  with  that  cntb- 
try,  1664i  the  bill  [lassed,  1669. 
Committees,  Standing,  appointed,  1424. 

on  the  PreiHtlent'a  message,  1432. 
Commitnoner  of  General  Lnnd  Office,  {Sec  JLanA  Ofie  ) 
Constitution,  {See  AmendmetUt  to  ike  Constiiuiian-) 
Convention  wiUi  Fntnce,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  bic 
convention  witli  France,  taken  up,  3340^  oidci- 
ed  to  be  engrossed,  3348,  acid  passed. 
Creek  Indians,  {See  Indiana-) 

Dardin,  Amy,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Danfio;  hil 

passed,  1673.  - 
Day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  {See  Cholera.) 
IXAtors,  Insolvent,  {See  Jhuebent  DAtmn."} 
Decatur,  CUim  of,  a  ImU  finr.  the  relief  of  Stmn  Dec^tir, 
1830,  rejected;  motton  made  fbf  rccfsisidentKQ 
withdrawn;  3183. 
Documentary  History  of  the  Uevolution,  a  bill  reported 
autnorizinj;  a  subscription  to  the  '«*0i^,  to  bc- 
pttblislied  by  M.  St.OairClavkcand  Peter  Force, 
3659;  rejected,  3730. 
Drawbacks,  a  statement  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aury  on  the  subject,  1440. 


Edwards,  A.,  a  bill  for  relief  of  hia  securities,  {Set  tu- 

■  katetfSurAiet.) 
Vjnt  Commercial  Bank,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Se<:reUI^ 
of  the  Treasury  to  compromise  the  demand  ci 
the  United  Stsites  against  it,  1568;  ordered  u  be 
engrossed. 

Fast  Day,  {See  Cholera.) 

Fbget,  Mshop,  bill  for  tiie  refief     Benedict  J,  Thge: 
3301;  passed,  2303. 

France,  Convention  wKb,  {See  Cmvention.) 

Fraud  alleged,  a  resolution  proposing  the  amointmeDt ' ' 
a  select  committee  to  inquire  wnelhcr  aa  at- 
tempt had  not  been  made  by  the  late  Secrets^ 
of  War,  J.  H.  Baton,  (hmdulently  to  give  to  S»- 
muel  Houston,  or  to  any  person  connected  •i'i' 
him,  a  contract  for  supplj'ing  Intfian  raucm^ 
3022;  agreed  to,  3023;  leave  given  to  the  r-3 
mittee  to  sit  duringthe sitting ofibc  House,  o^^l 
the  committee  made  a  repoit  on  the  subject, »' 
quiHingthe  parties  offraVid;  a  coontcr  rrf  ' 
wks  mode  by  a  minority  of  die  eonmtfter. 
both  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Free  people  of  color,  (S^e  Colonization.) 
French  ■polUtion^  %  mcmorid  from  cttizeni  of  Connecti- 
cut pnying-  for  relief  for,  prior  to  1800, 1433. 

GeoTipa  and  Florida  boundary  line,  «  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the.  subject)  referred 
to  Judiciar\- Committee,  1461. 

Georgia  and  the  United  SUtes,  a  memorial  presented  by 
Hr.  Adams  from  citizens  of  Nev  York  in  rela- 
tion to  tlie  treatment  of  the  Cherokee  Tndian^ 
2O10;  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tlie  wliole 
on  the  sale  of  the  Union,  £036. 

Geof^ia  and  the  Missionaries,  «  memorial  from  New  York 
presented  by  Mr.  Pendleton,  3105;  considera- 
tion  resumed,  34O0|  laid  on  the  table,  3420. 

Gold  and  silver  coins,  a  resolution  to  inqnire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authoriwnsf  prompt  p&ymentin  coin 
at  the  mint  for  buljion,  2632;  passed,  2633. 

Houston,  Samuel's  attack  on  Mr.  Slanberry,  (,Ste  Breath 
of  Privilege.) 

Hull,  General  WiUiam,  a  bill  in  favor  of  the  representa- 
tires  of  the  deceased,  Uid  on  the  table,  1451. 

Hunt,  Jonathan,  (one  of  the  membera  from  Vermont,) 
his  death  announced,  30^6. 

Impost  Duties,  a  resolution  submitted,  pra|>ounK  to  ex- 
empt from  duly,  tea,  coffee,  wines,  &c.  1449i 
withdrawn,  1446. 

a  resolution  instructing  tite  Committee  on  Com- 
merce to  inquire  into  the  practical  effect  of  some 
portion  of  the  tariff  law  on  certain  articles  im- 
ported, 15J9;  amended,  and  passed,  1625. 
Indiana,  Creek,  a  memorial  from  their  diiefs,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  oiTa  bill  before  the  House 
to  carry  into  effect  the  fourth  section  of  the 
ireuty  of  the  8th  January,  1821(  referred,  1558. 

resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  a  copy  of  a 
treaty  negotiated  witli  the  Chickasaw  Indians  in 
1830,  I64S{  resolution  modified,  1683]  agreed  to, 

1845. 

removal  of,  a  message  from^  the  President  urging 
ito  necessity,  without  delay;  refvred,  1818. 

Chickasaw  Reservation,  a  report  on  the  conditions 
of  the  one  acquired  by  W.  B.  Lewis,  taken  up, 

3289. 

Imlian  CUim,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bogers,  passed, 

1561. 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, 3312;  read  a  tliirtl  time,  and  passed,  2359. 

annuities,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for,  SO^Jt 
passed,  3081, 

Missionaries,  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  prating  Congress  to  take 
measures  to  enforce  the  judgment  of  the  Su- 

Ereme  Court  in  the  case  ot  Worcester  and  But- 
r.  3105. 

,Commiauonen,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  a  board 
of,  to  take  clurge  of  the  location  of  the  removed 
tribes,  taken  up,o855t  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  passed. 
Insolvent  Debtors,  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  granting 
relief  to  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  ttie  United 
States,  1843|  wdered  to  be  engroMed,  2331ib)U 
.    passed,  2259. 
Internal  Improvements,  the  Committee  . on,  instructed  to 
.        inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  creek 
lesiling  from  tlie  ocean  into  the  large  pond  on 
the  west  end  of  Block  island;  a^ed  to,  1446. 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  Improve- 
ments to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
.out  and  constntcting  Uie  Sandusky  Hoad,  1617; 
agreed  to,  1619. 
a  Iml  making  appr^riation  for  certain  internal  im- 
provements^ 23:29;  taken  up,  3058;  bill  pused, 

3075. 


Internal  Imjtrovements,  a  bill  fbr  tlie  improreracot  of  ecr- 
tam  harbors,  and  the  navigmtbo  of  Mrtun  rivers, 
taken  up,  3248;  ordered  to  a  third  rea^ng,  3356; 
bill  passed,  3286. 

Interest  on  advances  to  the  aeveral  Statcf,  (£ke  ^ppmprii- 
Horn.) 

Iron  for  Rul-rc«ds,  (jSSk  Bait-road  htm.) 
Johnston,  Charles  C,  from  Virginia,  his  deatlt  announced, 

3677. 

Judiciary,  rcs(4ution«  proposing  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regu- 
bte  certain  proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
U74i  laid  on  the  uble,  1475. 
resolution  affirming  the  power  the  Supreme 
Court  overthe  crnninal  bwa  of  the  Stately  nega- 
tived. 

Testation  proposing  to  initruct  the  Judicial^  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  constitution  ao  that  judgea  shall  hold 
their  offices  fbr  a  limited  termt  Kjeoted,  1866. 

Key,  Mr.,  appears  as  counsel  for  Samuel  Houston  on  a 
chaise  of  breach  of  privilege,  3563)  bia  address 
at  the  close  of  the  evidence,  3597i  argumeot 

concluded,  2721. 

Lands,  Public,  a  resolution  proposing  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  ioquirc  into  the  expediency  of 
distributing-  the  proceeds  of  them  amongst  the 
several  States,  1452;  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

1479. 

resolutions  proposing  a  mode  of  disponng  <^  the 
public  lands  after  the  public  debt  M  ^aefaamdt 
laid  on  the  table,  1475. 
-  an  appropriation  oif  lG0,000'3dlaH  for  snrreyiw 
public  lands,  diacuased,  and  carried,  Uom  1S49 
to  1853. 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  laws  for  the  sale  of 
lands,  2200;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  3334; 
passed,  3273. 

a  b'dl  to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers 
on  the  public  land^  taken  up  and  diaeuiied, 

3508. 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  (introduced  by  Mr.  Clay,) 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  Uw  |>roGeedB  of 
the  public  lands  condng  up  for  consKleration,  it 
was  postponed  to  the  first  Mmday  of  December 

next,  3853. 

Land  Office,  General,  an  item  in  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill  grantiiw  extra  compensation  of  4,000 
dollars  to  the  office  of  ConunisaioneT  of  the  Ge< 
neral  Land  Office,  in  Oie  issue  of  militaiy  land 
scrip,  was  agreed  to,  1846. 
resolution  for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  2198;  agreed 
to,  2199. 

Laurens,  Colonel,  a  bill  passed  fur  his  relief  3867. 

Lavs,  a  bill  Itom  the  Senate  authorizing  a  subsaiplion  to 
an  edition  of,  by  Duff  Green,  taken  up,  3099| 
laid  on  tlie  table.  3101,  3913. 
a  proposal  from  James  Connor,  of  New  Ywk,  to 
publish  a  stereotyped  edition  of  -the  laws;  re/er- 
red to  the'judiciary  Committee,  3248. 

Lewis,  William  B.,«kis  Chickasaw  rcKrvation,  (See  Jh- 

Uv;  Oak  Agents,  resolutiona  calting  for  information  on 
the  subject  of  live  oak,  1858;  after  being  amend- 
ed were  agreed  to,  1868. 
a  communication  from  the  Navy  Department  on 
live  oak,  in  answer-  %o  the  call  made  upon  h, 
2237;  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mami&cturea,  Domestic,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treamiy  to  obtiun  information  as  to 
the  quantities  and  kinds  of  maoulaeturea  of  the 
United  States,  &c..  1585;  agreed  to,  1588. 

Hemhen,  a  list  of,  1419. 
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Mialster  to  Coloo^ia,  t  provUion  for  hU  «Iwy*  propoaed 
in  Committee ortlie  whole,  ISSSi^rreatOk  1855. 

Mitdkell,  Oeoi^  E.,  hit  desth  Mnounced,  and  meuures 
«        adopted  for  hi«  funeral,  3S31. 

Moanted  Troopa,  a  bill  for  mountinrand  equipping  a  part 
of  the  army,  taken  up,  3388;  gont  through,  and 
paiaed,  3397. 

National  Bank,  a  tnemorial  of  the  citizens  of  Manachuaetts 
praying  for  such  an  establiahmenti  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  1753. 

Naval  Depot,  an  item  in  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  aur- 
Tey  of  the  Narraganset  Bay  for  this  purpose,  3649; 
disagreed  to,  3650, 

Navy  Yard  at  Brooklyn,  an  appropriation  for  it  in  the  na- 
Tal  appropriation  btlf,  1B37;  passed,  1839. ' 

Navy  Pension  Ftind,  a  bill  to  ettend  the  nroviuons  of,  ta- 
ken up,  3325}  oruercd  to  a  tbira  reading,  3336; 
paaaed,  3800. 

OfBcersoftfae  House  elected,  1433. 

Official  corruption,  resolution  proposing  to  instruct  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  to  inquire  into  certain  chaises 
agunst  the  Collector  of  Wiscasset,  3353;  the  pre- 
vious question  was  carried;  it  was  dien  moved  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaty  be  dischat^^ 
from  the  fiirther  consideratiDn  of  this  ease,  and 
carried)  the  ease  was  then  referred  to  the  Trea- 
sury Bepartment,  3104. 

Order,  points  of,  1534,  1537,  3Mt,  3148,  3149,  3243. 

3339,  3375,  3503,  3546,  2547,  3548,  3563, 3573, 
3580, 3581,  3593. 3589, 3868,  3015,  3038,  3058, 
3060,  3188.  3336,3895,  3588,  3866.  3868.  3874, 
3877,  3879, 3888  3898,  3899,  3900,  3910. 

Ordnance,  a  bill  for  increaaingthe  Ordnance  Department, 
3337;  passed,  3353. 
for  the  estaMUhment  of  a  board  for  the  goremment 
of,  S446. 

Patentatoaliens,  a  bill  concerning  issuing  patents  to  aliens, 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  ISOO^ 
and  passed. 

a  resolution  autlioriiing  additional  clerks,  ordered 

to  a  second  reading,  1588. 
n  bill  granting  letters  patent  to  certain  aliens;  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  1846. 
Pay  of  members,  some  remarks  upon,  3286,  3387,  3.118. 
Pensions,  {See  Revolutionttrv  Pmttana.') 

a  resolution  to  transler  the  performance  of  certain 
duties  respecting,  from  tne  Department  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  War  Department,  9659;  ordered 
to  a  tliinl  reading,  and  passed,  3663. 
Pensioners,  Invalid,  a  bill  to  allow  them  to  enjoy  their 
pensions  in  addition  to  what  they  mi^t  receive 
under  the  late  pension  bill,  in  compensntion  of 
their  arrears  of  pay;  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 

3855. 

Personal  protection  of  members,  resolutions  inlroducetl 
proporing  the  appointment  of  a  select  committer 
to  inquire  what  measures  are  necessary  for  tta'ta 
purpose,  3038. 
a  motion  made  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day 
'  to  take  up  said  resolutions,  and  rejected,  3119. 

Pott  Ofiice  Contracts,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Postmas- 
ter General  for  a  copy  of  contracts  fur  printing 
blanks  3808t  n^^d  to  3S43. 

Portmasters.  the  post  office  bill  imdcr)  conrideration,  a 
proposition  wan  made  that  the  President  of  the 
Unilt^il  St:ites  shall  811  all  appointments  ot  post- 
nmters  wliLTc  ttieemolnmfnta  slioll  bethrve  hnn- 
drcd  dolUrs,  or  iipwanl!),  1917;  rejected,  1918, 

Postag'c  of  ncn'spapers,  &c..  a  petition  praying  for  the 
remission  of  postage  on  newspai>(.-r!ii,  h.c.,  laid  nn 
the  table,  nntl  nrdi'rcd  to  be  printed,  1441;  laid 
on  the  table,  1483. 

President's  message  dissected,  1427.' 


Quarantine  regulations,  k  bill  to  enforce  tbem,  ordered  tif 

be  engrossed,  3445. 
(iiMtanline,  a  bill  to  oblige  vcMels  from  foreign  poruto 

perform  it,  38h. 

Rul-road  Iron,  resolution  proponng  a  drawback  on  all  iron 
imported  for  rsiUroads,  2165;  agreed  to,  S166 

Randolph,  Jt^n,  a  resdutitm  directing  the  Secretar}  ui 
the  Treanny  to  commumeate  a  detuled  Mate- 
ment  of  the  allowances  made  to  him  as  enTojr  to 
Russia,  3505;  agree<1  to,  3507. 

Register  of  Debates,  a  resolution  for  extending  the 

scription  to  the  succeeding  volumes  tntrodunti, 
3601;  discussed,  amended,  and  agreed  to,  ci'^^ 

Release  of  sureties,  a  bill  for  reRef  of  the  sureties  ot  A. 
Edwards,  2276;  bill  passed,  2277. 

Revolutionary  Pennons,  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  eertiun  persons  in  the  land  and  naval  Kr- 
vitie,  19l8tthe  bill  reported  to ^  Boiise,  194:. 
ordered  to  a  third"  reading,  2679;  biM  pa»e^. 


from  the  Senate,  taken  up,  3098;  ordeml  it  • 

third  reading,  3099. 
Riglit  of  way,  an  item  in  the  approprialion  bill  for  t) ' 

purchase  of  a  road  and  bridge  at  the  vaxr  M'. 

at  Norfolk,  2650;  disagreed  to.  3651. 
Roadsand  Canals,  a  committee  on,  proposed,  1438;  agnn! 

to,  1441.- 

resolution  proposing  so  ntuch  of  the  report  on 
Ohio  and  Chesapeake  canal  as  relates  to  Ihc  n  - 
lative  cost  of  canals  and  rail-roads,  agreed  i><, 

}>Jil- 

Rides  of  proceeding,  .a  rescdution  proponng  to  resc  j»]  s 
part  of  the  seventeenth  rule,  whicfa  liauis  il;. 

Eresentation  of  reports  and  reaolutiOBS  to  »  <: 
OUT,  1483. 
resolutions  offering  new  rules,  3913. 
'    a  resolution  for  amemling  the  rule  in  rebtion 
putting  the  previous  question,  laid  on  the  tabV, 
3833:  negatived,  3851. 
Rules,  resolutions  charging  Mr.  Adams  with  a  brrsdi  i*. 
3908;  resolutions  laid  on  the  tdile,  3913. 

Salt  Springs,  {See  Mamaat.) 

Sandusky  Hoad,  {See  Internal  Tmproeemmta,) 

Second  Auditor,  {See  Auditor.) 

Seneca  Indians  a  resolution  proposing  to  instruct  l*:^ 
Committee  on  Indian  AfTuirs  tu  inquire  into  i!,- 
propriety  of  pasring  a  bill  to  stithorizc  tlie  S:- 
crctary  of  War  to  pay  to  said  Indians  the  t;<;  - 
ciency  dtie  to  them  m  1839;  agreed  to,  1449- 

Silk,  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  «lk  manuf.-- 
tiires,  1440. 

a  hill  to  promote  the  culture  and  martufxcturc  ' 
silk,  taken  up,  3085;  rejected,  3096. 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  petition  preseri--  ~ 
praying  for  the  abolition        1'^;  report  ■- 
the  petition, 'in  which  the  eommitlee  rsk  H' 
discharged  from  its  further  connderation.  144.' 

SoiiUi  Carolina  Claims,  a  bill  for  satisfying  claims  fi.r  t- 
neys  advanced  during  the  late  war,  disnis^ 
and  consideration  postponed,  1457;  ordered 
a  tltird  reading,  1834,  ami  passed. 

Spsfibrd'a  Patent,  a  bilf  for  relief  of  Horatio  G.  Spafl'--. 

Speaker  elected,  1430. 

his  adflreas  to  the  House  on  his  election,  14^ 
resolution  proposed,  ehar^ngan  indigiut)- to* 
suspension  ofthe  rule  refused,  3887;  rewtutk  --^ 
fere<),  3888;  consideration  resumr<l,  3895;  ^  • 
ed,  3908. 

Stanberry,  Hr.,  charged  with  indignity  to  tlie  Spcii 

{See  S^teafur-) 
Steam  Batteries,  a  bill  for  constructing  two  steam  b. 

rics,  taken  up,  3694;  Uie  bill  ordered  to  a  *' 

rtading,  3695;  rejected,  3800. 
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Steam  Carmgea,  &  reioIuUon  reported,  proposing  to  re- 
print the  report  of  the  Britudi  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  use  of  iteam  c»rris^ea  on  common 
roads,  1765;  urreed  to,  1777. 

Surrey  of  the  Coast,  a  bill  Mitborizlng  it  taken  up,  3186. 

Tuiff,  •  memorial  from  the  Le^slature  of  South  CaroU- 
na,  stating  the  grievances  which  that  State  suf- 
fers from  the  tariff,  and  asking  relief,  .1j619i 
referred  to  the  Commiftee  on  Manufactures, 

1625, 

a  bill  to  reduce  and  equaliae  the  duties  on  imports^ 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
1763;  taken  up,  3130. 
a  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Adams  on  the  subject,  3090} 

for  his  report,  see  the  Appendix, 
tlie  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  committed, 
-  SSST;  bill  passed,  3913. 
Temperance,  a  petition  in  fiiror  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 

nnttee  on  Manubctures,  3333. 
Territories,  sundry  bills  relating  to  the  several  Territories, 

taken  up,  and  passed,  3248. 
Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  1423. 

Secretary  of,  his  estimate  of  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  1832.  1426.  . 
Troops  mounted,  (See  Motmted  Troepa.) 
Turkish  Mnuon,  a  motion  to  amend  the  appropriation  for, 

2185. 

Taccinatron  of  the  Indians,  a  bill  to  prerent  the  mreiuling 
of  the  small-pox  among  the  Indians,  3384. 

Virginia  Land  Claims,  a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of,  taken 
up,  and  postponed,  1461.  ^ 
claims,  a  bill  proposing  to  appropriate  600,000  dol- 
lars to  rnmburss  moneys  paid  by  that  State  to 
certain  regiments  of  the-Vimnia  Ime,  which  had, 
on  application  of  Genenf  Washington,  been 
trtnuerred  to  the  Continental  serrice,  taken  up, 

3957. 

Washington's  centennial  birthday,  a  joint  resolution  was 
offered  proposing  to  celebrate  the  dayj  agreed 
to,  and  a  committee  appointed,  1733;  commit- 
tee's report,  17821  agreeil  to,  1809. 
copies  of  the  letters  feota  the  relatives  of  the  Ge- 
neral in  relation  to  the  removal  of  his  remains, 

1818. 

resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  against  re- 
moving the  remains  of  Washitigton,  1&57. 

portrait  of,  a  resolution  proposing  to  employ  John 
Venderlyn  to  paint  one,  1809;  agreed  to,  1827. 

statue  of,  a  reatuution  to  emplov  floratio  Oreen- 
ough  to  execute  a  marble,  fnll-length,  pedestri- 
an one,  1 809 ;  agreed  10,1830;  appropriation,  2175. 
Washingtuii  Bridge,  amotion  made  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  whom  a  bill  fur  erecting 
this  bridge  was  referred,  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  in  ordeno  recommit  it;  tlie 
subject  postponed,  2350. 
Whitney,  R.  M.,  ex-director  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
his  memorial  in  vindication  of  his  conduct,  3599. 
Wisconsin,  a  bill  for  establishing  the  Territory  of,  taken 
up,  3244. 

Wood's  patent  Plough,  a  bill  for  extending  the  period  of 
the  patent,  ordered  to  he  engrossed,  1995. 


Yeas  and  Nays  on  the  resolution  for  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  1441. 
laying  on  the  table  resolutions  proposing  to  bring 
_  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  Supreme  Court,  1475. 
laying  on  the  table  Mr.Mercer's  resolution  re- 
specting the  public  land^  1476. 
hying  on  the  table  Mr.  Blair's  resolution  on  the 

same  subject, 
on  referring  the  memorial  of  the  president  and-di- 
rectors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the 
0(Hnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  1539.  . 
the  previous  question  on  Mr.  Bonldin's  resolution 

respecting  the  tariif,  1571. 
the  passage  of  the  resolution,  1635. 
resolution  affirming  the  power  of  the  Supreme 
Court  over  the  criminal  laws  of  the  Stales,  1643. 
question  taken  on  the  apportionment  bill,  48,000, 
in  order  to  insert  some  other  number,  1699, 
1725,  1762,  1775i  1779,  1814,  1816,  1820. 
resolutions  for  observing  the  centenary  «f  Wash- 
ington's birthday,  18W. 
resolution  in  relation  to  Chickasaw  treaty,  1846. 
resolution  for  amending  the  constitution  so  that 
judges  shall  hold  their  offices for'a  limited  term, 

1856. 

Mr.  Root's  amendment  to  Mr.  Clayton's  resolution 
respecting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  2087. 
the  amendment  being  reconsidered,  was  again  re- 
.  jected  bytheeastingvote  of  the  Speaker,  2129. 
Mr.  Hogan's  amendment  to  the  bank  resolution, 

S168. 

reconsidering  a  resolution  in  relation  to  a  rood  from 

Buffalo  to  New  Orleans,  2384. 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  ap- 
propriation bill  in  relation  to  a  minister  to  France, 

2648. 

on  the  passage  of  the  revolutionary  pension  bill, 

271ft. 

the  resolution  declaring  Samuel  Houston  guilty  of 
a  contempt  and  violation  of  the  privileges  or  the 
House,  3014. 
a  resolution  charging  E>  S.  Davis  witli  a  breach  of 

privilege  against  Mr.  Cooke,  S036. 
on  suspending  the  rule  in  order  to  take  up  Resolu- 
tions for  taking  measures  for  the  personal  pro- 
tection of  members,  1038. 
on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the  culture  of  wlk, 

3096. 

on  the  passage  of  the  Alexandria  canal  bill,  3103. 
on  ordering  to  a  third  resding^the  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  certain  harbors,  &c.  3256. 
reaolution  calling  for  a  statement  of  allowances 
made  to  Mr.  lUndolph  as  envoy  to  Rusna,  3506. 
oit  amendments  'to  tlie  tariff  bill  moved  by  Mr. 

Adams,  3779.  3782. 
on  do  to  <1o  by  Mr.  Davis,  3780. 
on  do  to  do  by  Mr.  Reed,  3780. 
on  do  to  do  by  Hr.  Thompson,  3798. 
on  engrossing  the  larifl'  bill,  3808;  and  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  3830. 
on  postponing  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of 

Bank  United  States,  38^8. 
ordering    do    to  a  third  rending,  3852. 
twice  taken  on  a  resolution  charging  an  indignity 
on  the  Speaker  by  Hr.  Stanberry,  3906,  3908. 
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Adwr,  Mr.,  on  the  bill  for  mounting  troops,  S396. 
AdwiHt  Mr.,  on  French  •polUtions  prior  to  1800,  1434. 

exempting'  certain  irticles  from  duty,  1443. 

South  Carolina  claims,  1484,  1498,  1833. 

Apportionment  bill,  1564,  1733,  1766,  1SI4>  2633, 
2684,  3057. 

Uesblution  cal)in|;  on  Secretary  Treasury  for  infor- 
mation on  auliject  of  manufacturea,  1585. 
Comnwrcial  arrantrement  with  Colombia,  1665, 

1668. 

obfenrinr  the  centenary  of  Washington^  birth- 
day, 1796,- 1807. 

compensation  for  surveying  public  lands,  1849. 

aaUry  of  minister  to  Colombia,  1B56. 

Georgia  and  the  United  States,  3010,  3033. 

BanlEoftlte  United  Statcii,  S138,  3160.  3663, 3671. 
3843.  3847. 

hia  desire  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  bank  com- 
mittee, 2175,3182. 

Turkish  mission,  3194. 

Commisioner  of  the  Land  Office,  3199. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3566.  3569,  3573,  3574,  2578. 

3581,  2589,  2593,  2596.  30J6. 

Minister  to  France,  2627,  2641. 

Gold  and  ailrer  coin,  2632. 

Internal  improrements,  3720.  3255. 

hia  report  of  the  minority  of  the  Baiik  Committee. 
3036,  (See  Appendix.) 

ViBtrict  of  Columbia,  3077. 

the  tariff,  3090,  (See  Appendix  for  hia  report,)  3187, 
3188,  3242,  3367,  3290, 3296,  3587i3656,  3658, 
3671,  3672,  3675,  3676,  3679,  3680,  3681,  3682, 
3686,  3690,  3703,  3705,  3706,  3707,  3714,  3715, 
3777.  3781,  3795. 3797,  3801,  3803,  3806,  3807, 
3893.  3894  3908. 

remarka  relative  to  the  mode  of  paying  members, 

3387,  3319. 

R.  M.  Whitney's  petition,  3599,  3600. 
Register  of  Debates,  3602. 
resolution  for  the  admiuaon  of  ladies.  3678. 
adjournment,  3734. 

recommending  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer;  3833, 
3864,  3866,  3867,  3868,  3870,  3878,  9883. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker.  3893,  3894,  3896,  3905. 

Breach  of  the  rules,  8909.  8910,  3911. 
Allan.  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1575. 

official  corruption,  2333. 

Colonixation,  2332. 

revolntiomry  pennons,  3554,  2675. 

Ii^temal  improvements,  3351.  9354. 

the  tariff,  8296,  "3686,  3805. 
Alexander,  Mr.,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  3160. 

coins  and  currency  3234. 

Breach  of  privile'Jfe,  2579. 
-  Internal  improvements.  3720,3060. 

Whitney's  memorial  3600. 

the  tariff.  8683,  3783. 
Anderaon,  Mr.,  on  National  Bunk,  1753, 

Apportionment  bill.  1778. 

claim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  2001. 

official  corruption,  2255,  2351 . 

Bank  ofthe  United  States,  8508. 

adjournment,  8790. 

the  tariff,  3786. 
Angel,  Mr.,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  3104. 
Appjeton,  itr^  on  the  Bank  ofthe  United  Statea,  1506. 

effectaof  the  presenttariffon  certain  articles,  1600. 

inwilvent  debtors*  bill,  JiSS9. 


Appleton,  Mr.,  on  the  Tariff,  SIS?,  3188,  3677, 

3706.  S790,  3731,  3788.  37M,  S6w 
Convention  with  Prance.  8843. 
Archer,  Mr.,  onexemptingcertainarticleafromduty,  1444 
reacinding  a  part  of  the  17ih  rule,  1488. 
Bank  of  Uie  United  SUtes,  1507.  3455,  3836. 
Colonizing  free  negroes.  1588,  1668,  1664,  ir- 
Commerrial  arrangement  wiUi  ddomlna,  l6iA. 

1665,  1667,  166! 

observing  the  centennary  of  Waatrington's  bli'-i 
day,  1807. 

salary  of  minister  to  Colombia,  1853,  1855,  2lt  7. 

2172;  2i:i 

the  Turkish  miasion.  3185.  3196,  2197. 
Internal  improvementa.  3331,  3n7,  371!^  -2?:.. 

2799,  itv'. 

Breach  of  privilege.  3561,  3363.3563,  3566,  :5  - 
25t4,  2575.  3579. 2976.  3015,  3M6, 3019, 3-:: ; 

Minister  to  France,  363S,  3636,  3633. 
Tariff,  3187,  3715. 

Convention  with  France,  3340.  3341,  3344, 
recommending  a  day  of  fiutiiwand  |uajer,  T'^' 
indignity  t6  the  Speaker,  389$  3900;  3901,  Sv.X 

3903,  jy.- 

ArnoM,  Mr.,  on  abon^ing  certain  postage^  1481. 

Apportionment  bill,  1697. 

Bank  ofthe  United  States,  3163. 

salary  of  Second  Auditor,  3183. 

Turkisli  mission,  2197. 

Colonization,  2335. 

Buffalo  and  New  Orleans  road.  2375. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2547.  2548,  3593. 

another  breach  of  privilege  3037. 

Internal  improvements,  30iSl. 

on  the  culture  of  silk.  3085. 

the  mode  of  paying  members,  3333. 

fast  day,  3881. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3903. 
Aabley,  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1778. 
Indian  a^nts.  3313.  3314.  3329,  3358. 
Vaccination  of  the  Indian^  3385. 
Breach  of  prinlege,  3590.  3996,  3597. 
hilemal  improvements,  3718,  3731,  2726,  3a» 
Indian  appropriations,  3096,.3238.  333!^ 
mounted  troops,  3390^  3393.  3394. 
Indian  commiinonen^  3856. 

Banks,  Mr.,  on  infernal  improvements.  30G3. 
Barbour,  Mr.,  on  South  Carolina  claims  1498. 

filling  the  officea  of  deputy  portiwatei^  1918. 

Mr.  Adams's  deeUmiUf  to  serve  on  Bank  Cetne.' 
tee,  3177. 

Minister  to  France,  2638. 

Alexaitdria  aqueduct  and  canal,  2753,  3101 . 

District  of  Columbia,  3080. 

the  tariff,  3091.  3705. 

Vir^nia  elaim%  !t2STt  3530. 

Batik  oTthe  United  States^  3844. 
Barnwell,  Mr.,  on  reprinting  Britiah  report  on  tteut  or 

rii^a,  1776. 
Barringer,  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  biB.  1563. 

allowing  a  drawback  on  Ml-road  iron.  3166. 

salary  of  Second  Auditor,  3184. 

the  ordnance  bill,  2239 

Indian  appropriations,  3336. 

Minuter  to  France,  3^  3630. 

Intmial  improvements,  3800. 
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Barrinper,  Mr  ,  on  BrcMh  of  pmilege.  3020. 

hii  explsnttion  in  reUtion  to  a  publicKtion  in  the 
Globe  newspaper,  in  wbich  he  Mt  interested, 

3104. 

Convention  with  Prance,  334S,  3347. 

the  tariff,  3683,  3686,  3689,  3783,  3806. 

NrvkI  affairs,  3696. 
Bantow,  Hr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1724,  1778. 

Bank  of  tte  United  States,  3091. 

Virginia  elunu,  3257. 
Bates,  Mr.  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1566,  1567,  3057. 

on  directing-  a  portrait  of  Washington,  1824. 

Mr.  Adams's  declininir  to  serve  on  Bank  Commit- 
tee, 2179. 

the  inxlnance  bill,  2239,  2342. 

official  corruption,  2355. 

IiitUan  agents,  23l3. 

Rerolutionary  pensions,  3555. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2577,  2580.  2585,  3590,  2593. 

Indian  annuities,  3075. 

District  of  Columbia,  3078,  3080. 

Indian«ppropriation  bills,  3081. 

Hevolutionary  pensions,  3099. 

Internal  iraproveroents;  3248,  3253, 

Convention  with  France,  3343. 

the  tariff,  3530.  3587,  3654,  5657,  3675,  3707, 
3731,  3777,  3797,  3799,  3808. 

recommentbng'  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  3833, 

3860. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  S850. 

ou  iiKlignity  to  the  Speaker,  3888,  3907. 
Beardaley,  Mr.,  on  the  Apportic«ment  bill,  1655. 

Geot|^  and  the  United  States,  3016. 

Bank  ofthe  United  States,  3058,  3157,  3163. 

salary  of  S^nd  Auditfir,  3184. 

officiat corruption,  2259. 

release  of  sureties  2277. 

Brcjich  of  privilege.  2^35,  2576,  2580.  2907. 
Bell,  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1543,  1544. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Rogers,  1563. 

Apportionment  bill,  1635, 

Chickasaw  treaty,  1683,  1844. 

salary  of  minister  to  Colombia,  1854,  1855. 

t^eorgia  and  the  United  SUtea,  201 1. 

Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  2076,  3843, 3848. 

Indian  agents,  2J12.  2313,  3314,  23^6,  3329. 

internal  improvements,  2330,  244S^  2445,  2716, 

3718,  3720,  3804. 

Vaccination  ofthe  Indians,  2384,  3385. 

Hevolutionary  pensions,  3459,  S503,  3504,  3679. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2546,  3576. 

Indian  annuities,  3076. 
Appropriation  bills,  3063,  SMS,  3084,  3097. 

Tariff,  3348. 

Indnin  commissioners,  3856. 

Fast  day,  3860,  3863,  3866, 3883. 
UUir,  Mr.,  (S.  Carolina.)  on  South  Carolina  claims,  1463. 

claim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  1873. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  2092. 

Public  lands,  3201. 

Colonizaiion,  2339,  2347,  2349. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2575. 

Revolutionary  pennons,  3679. 

Stunberry's  charge  sjg^nst  J.  H-  Eaton,  3033. 

anothet  breach  or  pnvitege,  3035. 

adjournment,  3730,  3731. 

Indignify  to  ihe  Speaker,  3893. 

on  the  tariff,  3893. 
Blair,  Mr.,  (  Venn.)  on  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  1453. 

on  revolutionary  pensions,  1918. 

Buffalo  and  New  Orleans  road.  2383. 

Internal  improvements,  3307,  3063. 
Boon,  Mr.,  on  the  ordnance  bill,  3352. 

Public  lands.  3273. 

Colonixation,  3339, 

Breach  of  privilege.  3583, 3583. 


Boon,  Mr.,  on  Slanberry's  charge  against  J.  H.  Eaton. 

3033. 

Colombia  College,  331 0. 
adjournment,  3730. 
Fast  day,  3878. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3890, 3905. 
Bouldin,  Mr.,  on  tlie  effect  of  the  present  tariff  on  certain 
articles,  1538,  1539.  1556, 1616. 

Revolutionary  pensions,  3373. 

Tariff,  3210,  3672.  3677,  3703,  3715,  3730,  3728. 

an;iounces  the  death  of  his  colleague,  Charles  C. 
Johnston,  3677. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3904. 
Branch.  Mr. ,  on  a  memorial  of  the  Creek  bidiBns,<  1558. 

the  tariff,  1631,  1634,  3664. 

Live  oak  agents,  1858, 1859,  I860, 1865, 1866. 1867, 
1868,  3237. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  1911. 

salaiy  of  Second  Auditor,  3184. 

Naval  affiurs,  3694, 3696. 

Documentary  History,  3719. 

adjournment,  3734. 

Fast  day,  3870. 
Briggs,  Mr,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1589,  1733. 
■  ofBeial  comiption,  3358. 

release  of  sureties,  3377. 

Colonization,  2342. 

the  fiut  day,  3863,  3864. 
Bullard,  Mr.,  on  salary  of  atninisterto  Colombia.  2170. 

Indian  appropriations,  2326. 

Internal  improvements,  2435. 

the  tariff,  3588. 
Burv«B,  Mr.,  on  internal  improvements,  1447,  1448. 

-South  Carolina  claims,  1465,  1491.  1833. 

Apportionment  bill,  1546. 

the  tariff,  1622,  3188,  3526,  3599. 

observing  centenary  of  Washington's  birthday.lSOQL 

Brooklyn  navy  yaro.  1828. 

Georgia  and  the  United  States,  2031. 

Bank  ofthe  United  States,  2089. 
'   Colonization,  3335,  2337,  2343,  2348. 

Revolutionary  pensions,  3370,  3503. 

Vaccination  of  the  Indians,  2385. 

Breach  of  privilege.  3529,  2566.  3573,  3576,  3586, 
2589,2593,2941,3019. 

Sur%'ey  of  Narraganset  bay,  2649. 

Alexandria  aqucdtict  and  canal,  2754. 

another  breach  of  privilege,  3026.  3033, 

the  culture  of  silk,  3093. 

the  tariff,  3608. 3675. 3679, 3681,3683, 3733,  S77V. 
recommendingadayoffastingand  prayer.  3883. 
Indian  commissioners,  3855. 
the  fast  day,  3865,  3866. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker.  3889,  .3898,  3900,  3907. 
■    a  breach  of  tlie  rules,  3911. 
Burd.  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1584, 
Revolutionary  penMona,  3555. 
Alexandria  atiueduct  and  canal,  3753. 
Breach  of  prii  ilege,  3018. 
the  culture  of  silk,  3086. 
Convention  w  ith  France,  3341. 
adjournment  3733. 
Bank  of  tlie  United  States.  3848. 

Cambreleng.  Mr.,  on  exempting certun  articles  from  duty, 

1443. 

Internal  improvements,  1448. 

the  expetUency  of  a  delegate  for  the  District  of  Co- 

-lumbia,  1449. 
Bank  ofthe  United  States,  1504,1512,  1906,1957, 
2104,  2161,  2663,  2940,  2941. 
the  effects  of  the  tariff  on  certain  articles  1546, 

1553.  1570, 1610. 
Compromise  with  the  Bank  or£rie.  1588. 
on  a  commercial  amuigement  with  Colombia.  1664. 

1669 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xvi 


INDEX  TO  SPEAKERS*  NAMES  IN  THE  HOtTSE  OF  REPRESENTATtrBS. 


Clanbreleng,  Mr,  on  reprinting  British  report  oii  stesm 

carriajfes,  1776.  • 
tbscrving  tlic  centenary  of  Washington's  liirth- 

day,  1804,  ia"8. 
dii-eciing  a  portrait  »f  Wasliingten,  1834^  1825. 
Brooklyn  navy  yard,  1828. 
cfatim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  ISIO. 
printings  report  on  nitI-ro<ul9  uiil  canals,"  IS tl. 
Georgia  und  the.  United  SUtes,  3U39. 
allowing  a  dmwback  nn  rail-road  iron,  2166. 
Mr.  Adams's  declining  to  serve  oil  Bank  Commit 

tee.  2177. 
Turkish  mission,  2192. 
Insolvent  debtors  320i. 
Coins  and  currency,  2332. 
Apportionment  hill,  262.?. 
Breach  of  privilege,  3017. 
the  cnltnre  of  silk,  3095. 
mode  of  p-'^yin^  members  332,". 
the  tariff,  3654, 3656, 3657, 3675, 3679, 3705,  3729, 
3736,  3794,  38'  3,  3806.  5807,3895. 
Indignity  to  the  Speaker.  3895. 
Canon,  Mr.,  on  the  expediency  of  a  bill  to  pro  ride  adcle- 

gate  for  the  District  of  Columbi:i.  1449. 
disposing  of  tlie  public  lands,  1452. 
Abolishing  certain  postages,  1480,  1481,  1482. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  1509, 1525,  3455. 
Apportionment  bill,  1566,  1594,  1717- 
Resolution  reapccttng  tnaniifactures,  1587- 
effects  of  (he  present  tariff*  on  certain  artidea,  1609. 
the  tariff,  1623,  3598.  3654, 3798,3799, 3800,  3807. 
observing,  the  ccntcnnrv  of  Washington'^  birtli- 

dav,  1803. 
Statue  of  Washington,  1829. 
claim  of  Hrs.  Decatur,  1831,  1858. 
salary  of  a  minister  to  Colombia,  2174. 
Revolutionary  pensions,  2297 
Internal  improvements,  2438,  2440,  3248,  3249. 
Breach  of  privilege,  2563,  2i65,  2580,  2586, 3017. 
Stanberry's  diarge  against  J.  II.  Baton,  3iJ22. 
District  of  Columbia,  3077. 
Revolutionary  pensions,  3099. 
mounted  troops,  3388. 

Itesolution  calling  for  a  s'atemcnt  of  allowances 
made  to  Mr.  Randolph  as  envoy  to  Hussia,  3506. 

Documentary  Hiatoiy,37l9. 

recommending  A  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  3834. 
Csrr,  Mr  ,  on  the  bill  for  mounting  troops.  3.i'92. 
Choatc,  Mr.,  on  revolutionary  pensions,  2446. 

the  tiinff,  3511. 
Clay,  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1546,  1563,  -2622. 

bill  for  relief  of  —  Rogers,  1561. 

Chickasaw  treaty,  1736. 

observing  the  centenary  of  Was1iiii(^on*s  bntb- 
day,  1808. 

ullowing  extra  compensation  in  tlie  General  Land 

Office,  1848. 

Compensition  for  surveying  public  lands,  1850,1851, 
Georgia  and  the  United  Stales,  2029. 
District  of  Columbb,  2476. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2551,  2553,  2562,  2563,  2564, 
2574.  2576.  2577,  3015,  3016. 
Dank  of  the  United  States.  2672. 
D.  Green's  propoBcci  edition  oftheliws,  3100. 
est^iblishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  3247. 
Lewis's  Chickasaw  Resei*vation,  3290. 
Convention  with  France,  SJl?. 
Mounting  truops,  3397. 
■  the  tariff;  3456,  3675,  3679.  3686,  3706. 
granting  pre-emption  rights  to  public  lands,  3511, 

3.«7. 

Fiist  day,  3871,  8882,  3S86,  3888. 
Indignity  to  the  Speaktr,  5898. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  on  a  cull  for  the  Cblckasaw  treaty,  1748. 
the  apportionment  bill,  1779. 
observing  the  centenary'  of  Waihi-igton's  birth- 
day, 1797.  . 


Clayton,  Mr.,  on  Bank  of  the  United  States,  1846,  \n\ 
1964,  SI61,  2651,  2656.3836,3037,3841.-'^?. 
Georfria  and  the  United  SUtn,  2013,  2025.  - 
Hreacli  of  privilege,  3018.  ^ 
Internal  improvements,  3059. 
D.  Green's  propoaed  edition  of  the  laws,  31U1. 
tlie  Aleundria  canal  bill,  3101. 
Remarks  on  the  manner  in  whidi  members  ;^ 

ceive  their  pay,  3287. 
the  t.irifr,  3530,  3587,  ."714,  3727. 
Claiborne,  Mr  ,  on  the  claim  of  Amy  Dardin,  1669. 
Coke,  Mr.,  on  colonizing  the  fi-ec  negroes,  1628. 

observing  tlie  centenary  of  Washington's  bir':- 

day,  1785. 
the  onlnanoe  bill,  3227. 
Breach  of  privilege,  3018. 
the  culture  of  silk,  3092. 
Collier,  Mr.,  on  observing  the  centenary  of  Was'iirij,  r'l 
birth-day,  1806. 
directing  n  portrait  of  Washington,  1826. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2119. 
CondicI,  Hr.,  on  exempting  certain  artides  from  dti'.v. 

lit. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  1529. 
Itesolution  respecting  manufactures,  1587. 
Memorial  from  the  New  Jersey  Cfdonizatior  So- 
ciety, 1673. 
Breach  of  privilege,  2583. 
Apportionment  bill,  2623. 
Revolutionary  pensions,  2679. 
Resolutions  for  the  personal  protection  mem^ 

/  .  J"  ■. 

the  tariff,  3679. 
Fast  day,  3881. 
Conner,  Mr.,  on  release  of  sureties,  2276,  2377. 
Breach  of  privilege,  2567,  2569,  2570. 
Remarks  on  mode  of  paying  members,  .,288. 
Lewis's  Cliickasaw  Reservation,  3290. 
Documentary  History,  3719, 
Adjournment,  3750. 
the  tariff,  3805.  ^ 
Cooke,  Mr.,  on  clums  for  captured  prci^ialy,  1501, 1  ~ 

the  Sanduskv  road,  1617, 1618. 
Cla^m  of  Mi-8.  Decatur,  2004. 
Breach  of  privilege,  3565,  3583,  2849. 
another  breach  da,  3023,  3025. 
Coulter,  Mr.,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  13  ''. 

Internal  improvements,  2332. 2800. 

Breach  ofprivilege,  3519,  3571,  357%  2577.  ~J^- 

tlie  Fast  day,  3861,  3869.  ' 
Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3907. 
Craig,  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1534, 1545,  IV- 

1563, 1655. 

Colonizing  free  persons  of  color,  1674. 
Keroliitioniiry  pension^  3398,  2366,  3502, 

BksoIi  of  privilege,  2555,  3573,  3580,  3018. 

Internal  improvements,  3806. 

another  breach  of  privile(je,  3035. 

D.'  Green's  proposed  edition  oftlic  laws,  3101. 

the  t.iriff,  3295,  3599,  3600. 

Register  of  Debates  3606,  3608. 

i-ecommcnding  a  day  of  fasting  and  pravcr,  GJvt 

Bank  of  ihe  United  SUtes,  3848, 
Crane,  Mr.,  on  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  1833. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3930. 

anntiicr  breach  of  do.  3034,  30S5,  3026. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3902. 
Crawford,  Mr.  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1545,  1651 

Release  of  stu^tics,  3376. 

Internal  improvements,  2339,  2330.  3799. 

'  Breach  of  privilege,  3553,  3564,  3591. 
Cumberland  road>  3733. 

Digitized  byCjOOgIC 


JHIMK  TO  flHAKKRS*  HAHKS  IN 


XVII 


Crawford,  Mr.,  on  coDtncts  of  PcMtmuter  Genenlt  3809. 
Tuiff,  3171,  3671,  3797. 
llocumentUT  Hiitory,  3719. 
Futdajr,  3S80. 

Diiud,  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  iS4S. 
Bank  of  the 'United  SUtet,  3100. 
Sabry  of  CoimiuinoiMr  of  General  Land  Office, 

2183. 

Offidal  corruption,  395&. 
Release  of  nireties,  1^177. 
Revolutionary  pensions,  3503,  3556. 
Breach  ofpriviUre,  3548,  3558,  3563. 
Cumberland  road,  3748. 
Register  of  Debates,  3606,  3606. 
Documentary  History,  3719. 
the  tariff,  3789. 

a  breach  of  the  rules,  3913.  . 
I>avl%  Mr.,  (Mass.)  on  SouUi  Carolina  claims,  1497. 

on  the  effects  of  the  present  tariff  on  certain  arti. 

cles,  1546,  1548,  1549,  1570,  1596,  1608. 
Claim  of  Mrs.  Decatiir,  1995. 
Geoi^  and  the  United  States,  3034. 
Insolvent  debtors'  bill,  3339.  - 
Official  corruption,  3353. 
Rerdutionanr  bcd^od^  336^  3677,  3679. 
Breach  of  prmlege;,  3531,  3540,  3549,  3551,  3553, 
3558,  3559,  3567,  3595. 
Apportionment  bill,  3630,  2631,  3053. 
Internal  improvements,  3061. 
Indian  annuities,  3075. 
Alexandria  canal  bill,  3103. 

l^ff,  3188.  3398,  3655.  3656,  3659,  3689,  3705, 
3714.  3739.  3736,  3779,  3804. 
Remarks  on  mode  of  payings  members,  3389. 
Davis  Mr.,  (S.  Carolina,)  on  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

1508,  1527,  3342,  3847. 
the  salary  ofminister  to  Columbia,  3167,  3169. 
Mr.  Adams's  dectiniocr  to  serve  on  Bank  Commit- 
tee, 3179.  • 
Revolutionary  pensions,  3374,  2386,  3438. 
Convention  with  France,  3340. 
Dayan,  Mr.,  on  the  Tariff,  3774. 
Dearborn,  ilr.,  on  exempting  certain  articles  from 

1443,  1446. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  1513. 
tbe  effecti  (^tbe  present  tariff  on  certain  articles, 

1547. 

Ac  apportionment  bill,  1565. 
reprinting  British  report  on  steam  canii^^  1777. 
observing  the  centenary  of.  Waahington's  birth- 
day, 1786. 

direetinea  portrait  of  Washington,  1824,  1835. 

SUtue  oTWashington,  1839. 

Mr.  Adams's  decuning  to  serve  on  Bank  Cwnout- 

tee.  3180. 
Turkish  ndaaion,  3189. 
ordnance  bill,  3339. 
Revolutionary  Penaona,  3458. 
Breach  of  pnvilege,  3565. 
District  of  Columbia,  3077. 
on  the  culture  of  silk,  3086,  3090. 
Indian  Relaticms,  3339. 

the  Tariff,  3395, 3675,  3684^  3704»  3705, 3706. 
Begifter  of  Debates,  3608. 
.Documentary  History,  3719. 
Quarantine,  3857. 
the  Fast  day,  3860. 
Denny,  Mr.,  oil  the  effect  of  the  present  tariff  on  certun 
articles,  1541. 
the  Tariff,  1631,  1634»  3679,  3681,  3683,  3683. 
Bank  of  the  United  Stately  1949. 
Ifr.  Adams's  dediniiv  to  terve  on  Bank  Comnit- 
tee.3179. 

Bridge  over  the  Ohio  at  WbcelinB^  3306. 
Revolutionaiy  Pensions,  3555. 
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Denny.Ur.,  «i  Internal  impnnmOMtlb  3714  37S3b  380^ 

3063. 

Dewwt,  Me.,  aa  the  Alexandria  canal  bill,  3101. 
I^kaon,  Mr.,  on  Georgia  and  tbe  United  States,  3031. 

Int^an  appropriations,  3336, 

Colonization,  2340. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2567, 3570,  3581,  3002. 
Doddridge,  Mr.,  on  the  expediency  erf* a  delegate  tat  the 
District  of  Columbia,  1449. 
ercetimr  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  at  Wbeelinb 

145^3306. 

obserring  the  centenary  of  Wailuagton'a  hirOt- 

dar,  1790. 
South  Carolina  chums,  1833. 
Geoivja  and  the  United  States,  3039. 
Mrs.  Decatur's  claim,  3182. 
Insolvent  debtors'  bill,  3328. 
District  of  Cokmbia,  3476, 3477,  3475,  3479.  3077, 

3078,  3088. 

-    Breach  of  privilege,  351S,  3543,  3543,  3565.  3590, 
3593,  3594, 3868,  3871. 
'  Revolutioikary  PenMons,  3554. 
Minister  to  France,  3647. 
Internal  improvements,  3718, 3061,  3354. 
Cambered  Road,  3743.  ^ 
Aloandria  aqueduct  iMtd  canal,  3748,  STJlE  3101. 
UHidier  breach  of  privilege,  3036,  3033,  3035. 
Columbia  College,  3310. 
Remarks  on  mode  of  paying  meniben^  3387. 
Indigiuty  to  the  Speaker,  3895. 
Doubleday,  Mr.,  on  appointingaCoam^tteeon  Boiflaud 
Canals,  1439. 
the  apportionment  bUl,  1571. 
Spafiord's  patent,  3199. 
Revolutionary  pensions,  3297- 
the  Tariff,  3397. 3782,-3878. 
Drayton,  Mr.,  on  French  spollatioos  prior  to  1800,  1433. 
South  Carolina  chums,  1457,  1494,.  1831. 
Tariff,  1619, 1634,  3362,  3664^  3675,  3676,  3715, 

3739,3894. 

Apportionment  bill,  1650. 

reprinting  British  report  on  steam  carriages,  1776. 

observing  the  oentenaty      Washington's  birth- 
day, 1795. 

directing  a  portrait  of  Washington,  1836. 

Geor|^  and  the  United  States,  3022. 

Bank  of  the  United  SUtes.  3101. 
-  Mr.  Adams's  dccliidng  to  serve  on  Bulk  Commit- 
tee, 317a 

Insolvent  debton,  3304»  3338,- 3359. 

the  ordnaifbe  bill.  3337,  3338,  3343. 

Colonization,  2334^  3336. 

Bill  foi' establishing  ordnance  board.  3446. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3533, 3543,  3551, 3553,  2558, 

3561,  2846.3868. 

Mimrter  to  FMnee^  3631, 3641. 
thecultore  ofsak.  3085.- 3080. 3093. 
CoDventioft  with  France,  3344. 
Mounting  troops,  3389,  3396, 3567. 
Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3903,  3906. 
a  breach  ofthe  rules.  3910,  3911. 
Duncan,  Mr.,  ontbe  pubUclandi^  1453, 1451^1456,3368. 
Compensation  for  surveviiu'  pal^  ludi^  18A3. 
the  ordnance  bill,  3339,  ^tS- 
Internal  improvements,  3733,  3350- 
In^  annuities,  3076, 3338,  3339, 3340. 
Mounted  troopa,  3388^  3394»  3395,  3567,  3568. 

EUsvottb,onFreodispaliations.priortol800, 1433, 1437. 
South  Carolina  clain^  1463,  1833. 
Bank  ofthe  United  Stated  1536, 1957.  3840. 
on  tbe  iq)portionment  bill,  1545, 1578. 
Chickasaw  Treaty,  1754. 

Insolvent  Debtors'  bill,  1841.  3304y  3338,  SS3I, 

3359. 

Georgia  and  the  Umted  States^  2018. 
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Ellsworth)  Mr.i  on  official  cotmption,  2353. 
Bevolutionvy  Peuioiu,  3277,  3555. 
Branch  of  Privile«.  3553,  3565,  3578»  3583,  3583, 

S8o9 

tlie  culture  of  silk,  3086. 

CoDTcntton  with  Frtnce,  3341,  3343. 

Register  of  Debates,  36U6. 

the  TkriflT,  3G75»  3683,  3806. 

the  Fist  day,  3861. 
Bvmni,  Mr.,  on  a  call  for  the  Chtckasaw  treaty,  1733. 

the  ap)KMtionment  bill,  1778,  1B13. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  3045. 

Official  COTTuption,  3353,  3300. 

Breach  of  privile^fe,  2576. 

Internal  faaprov^ments,  3350. 

the  mode  <»',  paying  memben,  3334. 

the  Tariff,  3431. 
Bverett,  llr.,'<Mi  French  ipoliations  (hIcv  to  1800,  1433, 

1435. 

exempting  certain  siticles  from  diity,  1443. 
*  abolisntng  certain  poatagea,  1481. 
South  Carolina  claims,  1488,  1500. 
the  Tariff.  1623.  3665,  3737.  3779,  3804,  3891. 
Commercial  urangement  with  Colombia^  1666, 

.  1669. 

on  the  Chickasaw  treaty,  1643,  1676,  1843. 

reprinting  a  report  on  steam  carriages,  1765. 

obterrmg  the  centenary  of  WashinsFton's  birth- 
day, 1766.  , 

directing  a  portrait  of  Washington,  1825,  1^. 

Statue  of  waslungtoii,  1830. 

CUmofHra.  Decatur,  1805,  1869. 

Bankof  the  United3tftte^  2101. 

Salary  of  a  minister  to  Colombia,  3168.  - 

Mr.  Adams's  declining  to  serve  on  Bank  Commit- 
tee, 2180. 

Salary  of  Second  Auditor,  3184. 

Turkish  Mtasion,  3193. 

Waahiiwfon  Dridge,  2351. 

Kovohitidnary  Pensions,  3370,  3554. 

Breach  of  PnTltew,  2533.  3563. 

Apportionment  bUl,  3621,  3039. 

lGnista>  to  Fnmoe.  2636,  3638. 

the  culture  of  silk,  3089,  3090, 

D.  Green's  proposed  eiUtion  of  the  laws,  3100, 

3101. 

Indian  BdationB,  3241. 
Bemarks  on  mode  of  payinr  members,  3388. 
Convention  with  France,  3341, 3343,  3345. 
B.  H.  Whitney's  Memorial,  3600. 
Reg^ter  of  Debates,  3601,  3605,  3607,  3608. 
Documentary  History,  3719.  ^ 
Indian  Commisuoners,  3855.  ■ 
a  breach  of  the  niles,  3908, 3910. 
Bverett,  Mr.,  -(of  Vermont.)  on  Indian  appropriations. 

3339,3358. 
Bevolutionary  Pensions,  3297,  3300,  3099. 
Breach  of  Pnvilege,  2576,  2587,  2588, 
Alexandria  aqueduct  and  canal,  3753. 
Contiactt  of  Poatmaater  General,  3808. 
AmmnostltHi  of  hia  colleague,  Mr.  Hum'stdeath, 

3036. 

Mounted  Troops,  3395. 

B.  M.  Whitney's  Memorial,  3600. 

the  tariff,  3665,  3674, 3675r  3705,  3716. 

Bank  of  the  United  States  3843. 

Fdder,  Mr.,  on.official  corruption,  2325. 

Berolationaiv  Pensions,  2504. 
'      Breach  of  Pnvilege,  2586. 

Alexandria  aqueduct  and  canal,  2750,  3753. 

the  culture  orsilk,  3090. 

Intonal  improvements.  3351. 

the  mode  of  paying  members,  3333. 

the  Tariff.  3714. 
Ktxferald,  Mr.,  on  a  call  for  the  Chickasaw  Trea^,  1753. 

BerohitiMiKy  Pensions,  3397. 


tzgerald,  Mr.,  on  Breach  of  PrivSege,  3543. 
the  Tariff.  3720. 
Foster,  Mr.,  on  internal  improvements,  1446.  3331' 
Bank  of  the  Umted  States,  1515,  1959. 

bill  for  relief  of  Rogers,  1562. 

Insolvent  Debtors'  bill,  1843. 3303,  2238,  3359. 
Georgia  and  the  United  States,  3019. 
Official  Corruption,  2354. 
Arkansas  Salt  Springs,  3311. 
Internal  Iqiprovemento,  2436,  3437. 
Breach  of  Privilege,  2532,  2553.  2553,  2575. 
D.  Green's  proposed  ctUtiontrf  the  Laiii*a,  31U0. 
Georgia  and  the  Missionaries,  3400. 
Register  of  Debates,  3601,  3602,  3607. 
the  Tariff,  3705,  3780. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3887,  3890,  3903,  3905. 

GUmore,  Mr.,  on  the  Cumberland  Road.  3748. 

Internal  Improvements,  3063. 
Gordon,  Mr,  on  observing  the  oentenaij of  Wadui^tm^ 

birth-day,  1784. 
Grennell.  Mr.,  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1573. 

Vaccination  of  the  Indian^  2385. 

Mounted  Troops,  3396. 

the  Tariff,  3781, 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3889. 

Hall,  Mr.,  on  printing  a  report  on  R&il-rovls  and  Ca»i% 

18*1. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3578,  3583.  2584. 

Intoiud  Improvements.  3719,  3730,  3800^3066. 

Cholera,  3697 

the  Tariff,  3831. 
Harper,  M.,  on  breach  of  prlriicge,  2833. 
Hawes,  Mr.  on  breacliof  privilege,  3S40. 

Internal  improvements,  SiOffil. 

the  Tariff,  3689. 

Bank  United  States,  3849. 

Fart  day,  3881. 
Hawkins,  Mr.,  on  StRnbeh>y's  cham  against  J.  H.  Eatc?, 

Tariff.  3714. 
Heister,  Mr.,  on  abolishing  certain  pottages,  1480. 
Hoffman,  Mr.,  on  French  Spoliations,  prior  t»  18()0,14iS4. 

exempting  certain  articles  from  duty,  144S,  1444 

tho  bill  in  favor  of  the  repreaentatives  v(  GeiKni 
Hull.  1451. 

Bank  United  States,  1537. 

the  effect  of  the  present  Tariff  on  article*  ii^Ksi- 
ed,  1540.  1607. 

resolution  respecting  manufactures,  1587. 

Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  1838. 

claim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  1834. 

apportionment  bill,  3633. 

survey  of  Narragaiiaett  Bay,  3650. 

Tariff.  3267,  3268,  3294,  3295,  3655, 5657,  36** 

3683. 3798^  3K? 

mode  of  paying  Members.  3318. 
.  Naval  Affurs.  3695. 
Past  day,  3877. 
Hogan,  Mr.,  on  Bank  United  Statei^  3165. 
Public  Lands,  S3U1. 

bill  for  relief  of  Bishop  FluKt,  2301,  3303. 

RevolutionatT  pensions.  3679. 

Indian  relations.  3339. 

Naval  Affsirs,  3694, 3695. 
Home,  Mr.,  on  a  petidon  in  favor  of  Tunpcran^ 

R.  M.  Whitney's  memorial,  3599^  5600^  3601 

I'ariff,  3675,  3683,  3684. 

Bank  United  States,  3849. 
Howard,  Mr.,  on  French  Spoliation^  pnor  to  1800, 14^ 

Bank  United  States^  1514.  I5I9,  3847. 

Apportionment  bUI,  1643. 1644, 1655. 

observing  the  centwiary  of  Washington's  hirt* 
day,  1808. 

allowing  a  drawback  on  Rail-road  tro%  31Cf- 
Insolvent  Debtors*  bill,  3338. 
Internal  improvements,  3331.  ■ 
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Howard,  Mr. ,  on  QuftrantiiK  reguUtiom,  2445. 

TMiff,  3680,  37SS. 
the  Cholera,  3697. 

Iiidijrnity  to  the  Speaker,  3903,  3904. 
Hubbard.  Mr.,  on  the  RpportioQment  bill,  1563,  1709, 

1723. 

Hevolutloiwy  pensions.  1919,  2397,  339S,  3365, 

2503,  3098,  3099. 
.Bank  United  States,  3147.  2663,  3843, 3847. 
Crins  ami  Currency,  2213. 

on  traiufemn^  certain  Penuori  duties,  3660,  3663. 
Hunt,  Mr.,  on  Uie  apportionment  bill,  1630. 

obaerving  tlic  centenary  oT  Waihin§^on'a  birth- 

.lay,  1793. 
Public  Unds,  2233,  2234,  2268. 
KevoluUonary  penEions,  2297. 
Hantineton,  Mr.,  on  Bank  United'Stiites,1517, 1913. 

tlM  effecta  of  the  present  TarifToii  certun  articles, 

1613. 

Chickasaw  Ti-eaty,  1700. 
Sooth  Carolina  claims,  1822. 
Insolvent  Debtors,  2205,  2236 
'  Cwna  and  Currency,  3236.  ^ 
Official  corruption,  S^3. 
Vaccination  of  the  Indiana,  3385. 
Breach  of  rrivilege,  2575,  2578,  2581,  3583,3588, 
3589, 3833k  3015,3017. 

theculture  of  Silk,  3087. 
the  IViff,  3655. 

Ihi-ie,  Mr.,  on  the  Insolvent  Itebtora'  bill,  2228. 
[n^rsoll,  Mr  ,  on  abolishing  certain  Postages,  1480,1461. 

Bank  United  States,  1508,  34S4. 

Apportionment  bill,  1534. 

bill  to  cf>mpromi»e  :i  debt  due  from  the  Erie  Com- 
mercial Bank,  1568,  T588. 
TarlfF,  1763, 3655,  3704,  3706, 38;'6. 
Official  corruption,  2254. 
Colonization,  2339.  .  . 

Internal  improyemenls,  2436,  2442,  2730,  2804, 
2807,3063,  3065,3354. 
Wnister  to  France,  2637,  2639. 
Indian  Relations,  3340. 
Irvin,  Mr.,  on  allowing  extra  compensation  in  General 
Land  Office,  1847,  1848. 
Coins  and  currency,  2236,  2239. 
Indian  Affents,  2313. 

Internal  improvements,  2330i  2805,  2806. 

VaceinaUon  of  the  Indiana,  3385. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3564,  2567,  3581,  2582. 

Gdd  and  Silver  coin,  2632. 

[ni^n  relations,  3241. 

Lewis's  Chickasaw  reservation,  3289,  3290.  - 
Public  Lapds,  3508,  3511. 
He^er  of  Debates,  S606, 
the  Cholera,  3697. 
the  Tariff,  3715. 
Bank  United  States,  3835. 
Indian  Commissioners,  3856. 
Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3902.  ^ 
Isaact,  Mr.,  on  granting  pre-emption  nglita  to  PubKc 
Lands,  35K>. 
Adjournment,  3730. 

Jarris,  Mr.,  directing  a  Portrait  of  Washington,  1826. 

StatQcof  Washington,  1829. 

Official  corruption,  2275,  2504. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2588. 

the  Tariff,  3652,  3653,  3654,  3717,  3718.  3795. 
Jenifer.  Vtr.,  on  Bank  United  States,  1516,  1903,  3113. 

Colonizing  free  Negroes,  1537,  1538,1626., 

Apportionment  bill,  1567. 

Balary  of  Minister  to  Colombia,  1855. 

UistTict  of  Columbia,  2477,  34^. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3517. 


I 

Jemfer,  Mr.,  on  Cumberland  Road,  3748. 
the  culUire  of  Silk,  3088, 3093. 
the  Tariff,  3286,  3293.  3676,  3714,  3738,  3739, 

3782,  3803. 
Fast  day,  3863,  3879,  3886,  3889. 
Jewitt,  Mr.,  on  Breach  of  privilege,  2577,  3579,  8587. 
another  Breach  of  privilege,  3035,  3026. 
.  the  mode  of  paying  Members,  3325. 
Convention  with  Fnmce,3345. 
Bank  United  States.  3453. 
the  Tariff,  3587,  3654,  3691. 
Johnston,  Mr.  (Virginia,)  on  Bank  United  States.  1513, 

1518. 

on  observing  the  centenary,  of  Washingtoa's  birth. 

day,  i799. 
Revolutionary  pensions.  3490. 
Breach  of  privilege,  3553.  2397. 
Internal  Improvements,  3807,  3254. 
Alexandria  Canal  bill,  3103. 
Johnaon,  Mr.,  (Kentucky,)  on  Cluma  for  captured  pro* 
pert)^,  1501. 
Apportionment  bill,  1593. 
filling  the  offices  of  Deputy  Poitmaeters,  1918. 
Bank  United  State*,  3669.  3508.  3837. 
Contracts  of  Postmaatn-  General,  3808,  3610.3170, 

3335,3337,3343. 

Internal  improvements,  3&S1. 
the  Tariff,  3268,  3588. 
Naval  Affairs,  3696,  3697. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  (Tennessee,)  on  a  call  for  the  Chickasaw 
Treaty,  1741. 
Breach  of  privilege,  2556,  259?. 

Kavana^,  Mr.,  on  official  craruption,  3254,  3446. 
Kennon,  Mr.,  on  official  corrupUon,  3479. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3583. 

Fast-day,  3878. 
Kerr,  Mr.,  on  the  Apportionment  bill,  1653,  1698. 

Clium  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  1835, 1840, 

Colonization,  3345. 

Breach  of  privilege,  3584v  3585, 2985. 

esUblishing  the  I'erritory  of  Wisconmt.  3344,3345. 

Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3903. 
King,  Mr.,  on  the  Tariff,  3706. 

Lamar,  Mr.,  on  Bank  United  States,  1876,  3663.  ^ 

Internal  improvements,  3063. 
Leavitt,  Mr.,  on  Bank  United  Statea»3095. 
Lecompte,  Mr.,  on  the  Apportionment  bill,  1578. 

'   proposition  for  limiting  the  term  ct  oSee  of  the 
,  Judges,  1856. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2578. 

Internid  improvements,  3061. 

mode  of  paying  Members,  3389. 
Letclier,  Mr.,on  the  salary  of  the  Second  Auditor,  3185. 

Turkiah  MQssion,  3197. 

PubUe  Lands,  3334. 

Colonization,  3336. 

Revolutionary  pennons,  3554,  3679. 

Internal  improvements,  3736,  3807,  3060,  3063. 

mode  of  paying  Member  3386^3318,3330^  3335. 

the  Tariff,  3805. 

Indigmtytothe  Speaker,  3901. 
Lewis,  Mr.,  on  Revolutionary  penwons,  3503,  3679. 

the  Tariff,  3568. 

Bank  United  States,  3849. 
Lyon,  Mr.,  on  Internal  improvements.  2807. 

McDuffie,  Mr.,  on  the  Bank  United  States,  1431,  1437, 
1876,  1963,  3160,  2163,  3651.  3665.  3940.  3941. 
3453.  3455.  3507,  3508,  3836, 3839,  3641.3650. 
exempting  certMn  articka  ftom  Arty,  1443*  1444. 
the  expediency  bf  a  Delegate  Ibrflie  Diirtrietf^ 
Columbia,  1449. 
'  ^o^iq;  of  the  Pubtic  LAoda,  145S, 
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McI>uffie,Mr.,on  South  Cuvlinx  clainu,  1463,  1486,  1821. 
BesduHon  respecting  Mwiufactum,  1585. 
.  refening  ineaiorial  Sink  of  Pennsyiruiia,  1598. 
the  effects  of  the  wexnt  Tuiff  on  cerlsin  articles, 

1600,  1606. 

Apportionment  billf  1643. 

l>in  to  ledvce  and  equalize  tlie  duties  on  imports, 

observing  the  centenary  of  Washington^  birtb- 

*rook]yn  Navy  Yard,  182P. 
cbdmof  Mrs.  Decatur,  1834.  1873,  1996. 
Insolvent  Debtors*  bill,  1843,  3204,  3338,  ^239, 

2231. 

allowing  extra  compeiisalion  in  the  Land  Office, 

1847,  1848. 

compensation  for  surveying*  Public  Lands,  1849. 
aalary  of  Minister  to  Colombia,  1853, 1855. 
BxlaVy  of  Second  Auditor,  3185, 
Torkiah  Miswon,  2191,  2192,2197. 
Breach  of  privilege,  2559,  2564,  3565,  2573,2574, 
2578,  2581,  2587,  3016. 
Mission  to  Fcaiice,  2624,  2639,  2631,  3635. 
mrrcy  of  Narra^^nsett  Bay,  3649. 
Appropriation  biU,  3713. 

Internal  improvement!!,  2718,  2805,  3254,  3256. 
another  breach  of  privile^,  3027. 
Indian  annuities,  3075,  3076,  3097,  3240. 
Tariff;  3120,  3718,  3722,  3728,  3806,  3807,  3809. 
Reriater  of  Debate?,  3605. 
Aujaumment,  3735. 

Indgni^  to  the  Speaker,  3901,  3902,  3905.  - 

a  breach  of  the  Rules,  3909. 
McCarty,  Mr.,  on  rescinding  a  port  of  the  17t]i  nile,  1483*. 

Apportionment  bill,  1717. 

Public  Lands,  2234. 
HcCot,  Mr.,  on  the  claims  of  South  Carolina,  1457,  1458, 

1465,  1833. 

■  observing  the  centenaiy  of  Waahington'a  birth- 
day, 1783. 

IkKay,  Mr.,  on  Bttnk  United  States,  3849. 
McKennui,Mr.,  on  South  Carolina  claims,  1463. 
Internal  improvements,  2330,  3060, 3063. 
Breach  of  pnvilege,  2577,  3578.- 
Rcvolutionary  pennons,  3674. 
Cumberland  Road,  3736. 
the  Tariff,  3672. 
Mann,  Mr.,  on  BanlsUnited  States,  3848, 
Mm^  Mr.,  on  the  Tarifi;  3298,  3706. 
Manball,  Mr.,  on  the  Tariff;  3398,  3685, 3714,  S80S. 
Bank  United  States,  3847. 
Paatday,  3861. 
Maso%  Mr,,  on  ccdoniziiw  free  pers<mi  of  color,  1675. 
Indian  Agents,  2313. 
Alcxandna  Aqueduct  and  Canal,  375S. 
establtshingthe  TerritorT  of  Wiacoiwn,  3245. 
Virpni*  cluma,  3697. 
Maxvell,  Mr.,  on  the  Tariff;  3715. 
Mercer,  Mr.,  on  appmnting  a  ConinMec  on  Koada  and 
Canals,  1433, 1440. 
-  diaponngofthe  Public  Lands,  1453. 
Public  Lands,  1468. 
resdndiiw  a  part  of  the  17th  Hole, 1483. 
BankUiAed  States,  1508,  3163,  3836. 
Apportioiunent  bill,  1565. 
Colonization  of  free  Negroes,  1663. 
propoution  for  reprinting  the  report  of  ttie  British 
House  of  Commons  on  the  use  of  Steam  Carri- 
ages on  common  roads,  1765,  1776. 
observing  the  centenary  of  Washington's  birth* 

dn*,  1783,1789. 
SoumCaroloia  claims,  1821. 
directing  a  Portrait  of  Washington,  1825. 
printing  a  report  on  Hai1-roa£and  Canals,  1841. 
Mr.AdMna*BaecliiDng  to  aerre  on  Bank  Committee, 

3181. 


Uercer,Mr..  on  salary  of  Second  Auditor,  3184. 
Colonization,  2332, 2335, 3338.  3345. 
Washington  bridge,  2351.  I 
Buffalo  and  Kev  Orleans  Bosd,  3383. 
Internal  improvcioents,  3436,  3444>  3733,  27^, 

3799,  2805.  3807,  3058,  3060. 
District  of  Columbia,  3479,  3079,  3081. 
Breach  of  prinl^,  3580,  3583,  2592,  3593,  3015. 
•II  the  general  appropriation  bill,  3713. 
Cembcrtand  Road,  2748. 
Alexandria  Aqueduct  and  Canal,  2751,  2753. 
mode  of  paying  Members,  3388. 
Adjournment,  3731. 

ImSgnity  to  tbc  Speaker,  3890,  I 
Mitchell,  Mr.,  on  anpcNnting  a  Comouttce  on  R-wb  rai  ! 
Canals,  1438,  1440, 
Public  Lands,  1468. 
Bank  United  States,  1510,  1943,  1957. 
tlic  effects  of  the  present  Tariff"  on  cert»n  artidr*. 

1596,  1359. 

the  Tariff,  1622,  3336. 
Ghickasan-  Treaty,  168& 

printing  a  report  in  relation  to  Steam  Carri^rrs 
,  1765,  1776^  1777. 

salary  of  a  Minister  to  Columbia,  2173. 
Insolvent  Debtors,  2206. 
Official  corruption,  3351 . 

Breach  of  privilege,  3440,  2546,  2547.  2549,  256;. 

2570,  2593,  29^.. 
Huhleiiburg,  Mr.,  on  the  daim  of  Mrs.  Itecatur,  I&m. 
Bark  United  Stateis  3846. 

Nuckolla,  Mr.,  on  South  CaroUna  cLihns,  1464,  1465- 

the  effects  of  the  present  Tariff  on  ceTlunartkl'-, 

i6:i 

the  Tarifl;  3672. 
Indignity  tothe  Speaker,  3902. 

Patton,  Mr.  on  the  apportionment  bill,  1635. 
Bank  United  Stater,  1886, 
Cotmization,  S34I,  S347, 
BrcMh  of  privilege,  3537, 3566,  2&57,  3561,357;. 

9596,  386£. 

the  pay  of  Members,  3321. 
Pearce,  Mr.,  on  Internal  Improvements, 1446. 

Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  1837,  1828. 

claim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  1834^  1858. 

Ordnance  biU,  3247. 

official  corruption, 2397. 

District  of  CMumbIa,  3476. 

aarfey  of  Narr^waett  bar,  364K 
.  Conveiition  with  Fnnce,  3340, 334S. 

mounted  troops,  3392. 

the  Tariff,  3789. 
Pendleton,  Mr., on  a  call  for  the  Chickasaw  treaty, 

Revolutionary'pensions,  1913,  2503,  3503,  8354. 

Georgia  and  the  United  State*,  3014. 

a  petition  from  the  State  of  New  York,  is  rebtion 
to  the  imprisoned  Indian  Misaionanes,  3105. 

tbe  Tariff,  3679, 
I  Plmnmer,  Mr,  on  Public  Land%  SS60,  S871. 

Breach  of  privilege,  8669,  3585. 

Official  corruption,  3672,  8679,  3680. 

general  apprcroriation  bill,  3713. 

Fast  day.  3859,  3883. 
Folk,  Mr.  on  French  Spoliations,  prior  to  180(^  14SJ. 

apportionment  bill.  1531,  iM5.1562,  1666,  I5?-\ 
•    1648,  1736,  1813,  1815,  3620,  £62i,  9^t^. 
3638,  3731,  30SS. 

CUckasaw  Treaty,  1706. 

compensation  for  surveying  Public  Lu^  I8f.'. 

claim  of  Mrs.  Decatar,  1873. 

Bank  United  States,  189^  8161,  SI«3. 

Official  corruption,  3358. 

Revolutionat^  pensions,  3309. 
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PoIk,Mr.,  OD  ColonUsUom  388S.  ft886. 

Bmeb  of  privilege,  8513,36M,  MSB,  »7fi,S59^ 


Stanberry's  chtrge  agwist  J.  H.  Eaton,  308S. 
wiotfaer  breach  of  privilege,  90S6,  3081,  3088. 
Intenul  Improvements,  31^,  S064,  3S50,  3356. 
the  culture  of  Silk,  3090,  8093- 
estftbllsluDg  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  3346. 
ConvenUon  with  Fmnce,  3841.  ■ 
Regiater  of  Debates,  8603. 
the  Tariff,  8008,  8706. 
the  Chidera,  8697. 

the  Fkst  dsy,  8864^  3S66,  8673,  3874,  8875. 
Indigni^  to  the  Spetker,  8898,  8900.  3901. 

Reed,  MK,  on  the  Apportionment  bill,  1656. 

Commercial  urangement  with  Colombia,  1669. 
Contracts  for  Cannon  and  Shot,  1817. 
Geoi^  and  the  United  States,  3018. 
Internallmprovements,  2441,  3059. 
Breach  of  priTflere,  3584,  3594. 
another  Breach  of  privilege,  3036. 
Convention  with  France,  3343. 
Tariff,3658,3fi72,3686,3690,3691,3717,37l8,S789, 

3795,3798. 

Fast  day,  3860. 

Indigni^  to  the  Speaker,  3904. 

a  Breach  of  the  Rules,  3911. 
Rencher,  Mr.,  on  the  claim     Mrs.  Decatur,  1869. 

Documentary  History,  3719. 

Bank  United  SUtes,  3850. 
Root,  Mr.,  on  Publte  Lands,  1455, 1458,  1465,  2259. 

Bank  United  SUtes,  1511,  188^  3036,2069,3455, 

3838,3840. 

Apportionment  bill,  1563. 

observing  the  centenary  of  Washington's  birthday, 

1804. 

Compensation  for  surveying  Public  Lands,  1851. 
Amendments  to  tlie  Constitution,  1963,3150, 3164, 

3103,  3103. 
Petition  in  favor  of  Temperance,  33S2.  > 
Coins  and  Currency,  3335. 
Revolutionary  pensions,  3297. 
Breach  of  privilege,  2594. 
Indian  i4>propriation  bills,  3083, 3084. 
the  culture  or  Silk,  3088,  3095. 
Post  Office  inquiry,  3343. 

establishing  Territory  of  Wiacooabi,  3246^  3247. 
Tariff,  3474,  3657,  3681,  3707,  3799. 
Virginia  claims,  S530. 
Mounted  Troops,  8568. 

Sevier,  Mr.,  on  Indian  appropriations,  3336,3827. 

Internal  Improvements,  8486^  8718,  S738,  3734, 

3804. 

Mounted  troops,  3896, 
Semmes,  Mr.  on  Colonization,  3337. 

Washington  bridge,  3351. 

the  Tariff,  3705,  8706,  3730. 
Shepperd,  Mr-  A.  H.,on  Breach  of  privilege,  3673.  . 

District  of  Columbia,  8079. 

Virginia  chums,  3360. 
Slade,  Mr.,  oii  the  apportionment  bill,  1686. 

Breach  of  privilege, 3687. 

Official  comiptioR,  8711^  3764 

resolutioif  calling  for  a  statement  of  allowances  to 
Mr.  Randolph,  as  Envoy  to  Rusria,  3505. 

the  Tariff,  3714. 
Speaker,  Mr.,  his  address  to  Houston,  in  relation  to  his 
attack  on  Mr.  Stanberry,  3649. 

[fliU  interrogatories  to  Houston,  2S66. 
Speight,  Hr.  onroads  and  canals,  1488. 

South  Carolina  clidms,  1487. 

Colonizing  free  Negroes,  1687-. 

the  effect  of  the  presenttariffj  on  certain  articles 

1540. 


Speight,  hbr^  on  Apportionroent  biU,167S,  3633,  2638. 
the  Tariff,  1681,  8774,  8803. 
repmt  on  the  use  of  Steam  Carrii^rei;  1765. 
Mr.  Adams's  declining  to  serve  on  Bank  Commit- 
tee, 3180. 

Commissioners  of  the  Land  OfBce,  3199. 

Official  orruptlon,  3815. 

Breach  of  privilege,  2618,  2670.  3688,  3690. 

Internal  Improvements,  3719,  3800,  8063. 

ctmtiacts  of  Pofbnaster  General,  3808. 

D.  Green's  proposed  edition  of  the  Laws,  3100. 

Columbia  College,  3810. 

Bank  United  States,  8454. 

resolution  calling  fora  statement  of  allowances  to 

Mr.  Randolph,  as  Envoy  to  Rusaa,  8506. 
Re^sterof  Debates,  3608,  8608,  3607. 
adjournment,  3732. 
Fast  day,  8867. 
Stanberry,Mr.,on^lary  for  a  Minister  toColumbia,31V4. 
salary  of  Second  Auditor,  318^  8186. 
olRcial  corruption,  2831. 
Ills  evidence  agunst  Houston,  3671. 
Breach  of  prinlege,  3669,  3674,  3678, 3689,3689, 

3690,  3691,  3693,  3698.  3686,  2686,  3697. 
his  chatge  against  Jdin  H.  Eaton,  8033. 
another  breach  of  privilege,  8(^  8031,  8033, 

3036.  ~ 
Fast  day,  3864,  8876,  8877. 
Indignity  to  the  Speaker,  3896  to  3S05. 
Stewart,  Mr.,  on  the  effect  of  the  present  Tariff  on  cer* 

tun  articles,  1589,  1646,  1658,  1688,  1670. 
appoctionment  bill,  1668. 

Getngia  and  the  Uiuted  States,  80SS.  * 
Hr.Adams'ii  declining  to  serve  on  the  Bank  Com- 
mittee, 3181. 
Internal  Improvements,  8380,  3717,  3800,  3060, 

306%  8066,  3366. 

Cumberland  Road,  2737. 
culture  of  Silk,  3095. 

Tariff,  8368,  3294,  3396,  3687,  3664,  8657,  367», 
8674,  3676,  3676,  3681,  3683,  8683,3684.8704, 
3706,  3706,  3800. 
Storrs,  Ur.i  on  ofReial  ^nruption,  8488. 
Sutherland,  Mr.,  on  Internal  Improvements,  1446,  3487, 
2440,  2716,  2719,  2799,  3068. 

Bank  United  States,  1532,  t&34,  3464,  3466. 

Apportionment  bill,  1717,  1778. 

observing  the  centenaiy  of  Wa^it^ton's  birth- 
day, 17M. 

claim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  1886. 

breach  of  privilege,  3M(^  8681,  3930,  8016,8017. 

general  appropriation  bill,  3718. 

th«  I'ariff,  3667,  8668,  8668,  8676,  8704,  8807, 

8894. 

Register  of  Debates,  8608.  - 
Indtgrdty  to  the  Speaho*,  3881. 

Taylor^  Mr.,  on  Public  Lands,  1468. 
issuing  patents  to  aliens,  1500. 
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